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Better from the general committee, at charles- 
town, s. c„ to the new-york committee. 

Charlcstown, South-Carolina, March 1, 1775. 

Gentlemen: It 'was with equal surprise and concern 
tliat we read In the publick prints what passed in your 
House of Assembly on the 26th of January, with respect 
to the proceedings of the General Congress. It is im- 
possible for us, at this distance, to conjecture the reasons 
which induced the Assembly to refuse their formal assent 
to the Solemn Agreement, of _&ll these Colonies. Wc are 
obliged to suspend our judgment. until we hear from you; 
and will not even permit ourselves to conclude that it is 
owing either to a neglect of the united voice of America, 
or. to want of spirit in the cause of freedom. — In the midst 
of the pain that we feel at this singular instance of Pro- 
vincial policy, we console ourselves with the apprehension 
that it was intended, not as a declaration of their real in- 
clinations, but only as a prudential measure : that they 
having been chosen' antecedent to the present dispute, and 
.therefore not with a particular view to it, might suppose 
the necessity of their interfering, superseded by a posterior 
choice. We console ourselves with the thought that the 
legal Representatives of yourrespectable Colony, by refu- 
sing to act, did not mean to bold up to the world the opin- 
ion of their Constituents, but have only left it to another re- 
presentation, npt so much according to the letter. of tbe.law, 
but equally rcSncctable, and gs much to be depended on. 

We only be|; leave, to make this remark upon their 
policy : that they, have therein^ singled themselves out from 
the^festof the Colonies ; who", as far as they have had the 
opportunity, have come unanimously into the measures of 
the Genera] Congress. And we cannot but t bin kjrt .would 
have been much more happy .for. the whole, had thereljeen 
no excepffon. Indeed, although the House of Assembly 
in this. Colony hath nobly and unanimously adopted the 
Proceedings of the General. Congress, yet they have "not 
had it in idea to take the matter wholly intg_ their own 
hands, independent of the Provincial Congress ; but even 
now, while that Assembly is fitting, the General Commit- 
tee of the Colony also sits and does business, independent . 
of the. House.. . ^.. jpeasjire _this, necessary in the Royal 
Governments, where ihejjablcness of the Assembly to sud- 
den prorogations and dissolution's, renders their proceeding 
in business wholly dependant on the.creatures of the Crown. 
Much, therefore, as we are . surprised at the conduct of 
your Assembly, we" arc not.SC;, ignorant as to imagine it is 
the definite voice bX.the Ccjony ; and, indeed, we do not 
allow ourselves tp'"ejftertain : a suspicion that your Resolu- 
tions would not be the same with, those of the rest of the 
Colonies, if you only had a full and free representation of 
the whole. Colony elected on the present occasion : such a 
representation we hope to hear of in due time. 

We are not insensible of the consequence of your Colo- 
ny in the great chain of American Union. — Nor do we 
imagine the Ministry insensible of it; we are well aware 
of your unhappy situation, and of the many artful mea- 
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son that is daily distilling from some of your pensioned 
presses, and the hireling writers that have crept in among 
you. We are not ignorant of that crowd of placemen, of 
contractors, of officers, and needy dependants upon the 
Crown, who are constantly employed to frustrate your 
measures. We know the dangerous tendency of being 
made the head-quarters of America for many years. All 
these things, though they necessarily tend to clog the 
wheels of publick spirit, yet do not cause us to doubt of 
your publick virtue, as a Colony : nay, we assure our- 
selves, that your love to Constitutional .Liberty, to justice, 
and your posterity, however depressed for a little while, 
will at last surmount all obstacles, and do honour to New- 
York. 

The present struggle seems to us most glorious and 
critical. We seem to ourselves to stand upon the very 
division line, between all the blessings of freedom, and the 
most abject vassalage. The very idea of an earthly power 
which shall bind the present and future, millions of America 
in all cases whatsoever — in the direction of .„ which we arc 
to have no more voice than our oxen, and over which we 
can have no constitutional control, fills us with horrour ; — 
to hold not only our liberty and property at will, but our 
lives also, as well as the lives of all our posterity ! — to be 
absolutely dependant for the air in which we breathe, and 
the water which we drink, upon a set of men. at .the dis- 
tance of three thousand miles from us.— who, even when 
they abuse that power, are out of the reach of our ven- 
geance, is a proposal which this Colony hears with indig- 
nation, and can only submit to when there is no possible 
remedy. By tfie late detestable Acts of the British Par- 
liament respecting America, all mankind will judge whether 
that body may be safely entrusted with such a power. We 
have now appealed to the remaining justice of the Nation ; 
we have endeavoured to. arouse thenito^a sense qf their 
own dangers ; we have appealed to their mercantile inte- 
rests for our defence. Our hopes of success are not yet 
damped by any thing but the possibility of disunion among 
ourselves. We have the pleasure to inform you that in 
this Colony the Association takes .place, as effectually as 
law itself. Sundry Vessels from Jungland have already 
been obliged to return with their Merchandise, or have it 
thrown overboard as common ballast. __ 

We maj r assure you of our fixed determination to. adhere 
to the Resolutions at all hazards, and that Ministerial op- 
position is here obliged to be silent. We wish for the day 
when it shall be silenced among you likewise. And what- 
ever noise is made by the friends of arbitrary rule about 
the design of those proceedings in your House of Assem- 
bly, we cannot and will not believe that you intend to 
desert the cause. 

Three things, however, oblige us to write to you. 

First, The general alarm which the proceedings above- 
mentioned have given, that we may obtain .from you certain 
intelligence of the disposition of your Colony, whether 
those proceedings are to be understood as the general sense 
of the good people of New- York, or only of a bare ma- 
jority of the House. 
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Secondly. That we may learn from you, whether the 
Association of the General Congress has actually been 
adopted by you, and is now put into execution. On these 
two points we beg you will give us the earliest intelligence 
possible, that we may be able (as we have not the least 
doubt that we shall be) thereby to quiet the anxiety of the 
people of this Province, and prevent the tools of Ministry 
from exulting at any appearance of disunion. And lastly, 
that we may suggest to you an expedient, which, with great 
success, has been tried in this Province, viz : that of a 
Provincial Congress, in which every corner of the Colony 
is fully and largely represented. As yet we have not had 
the pleasure of hearing that you have adopted this or. any 
similar measure. And although we would not be. under- 
stood as presuming to dictate to our brethren, yet we would 
take the liberty to inform them that this measure has given 
the greatest satisfaction here, and so firmly united the Town 
and Country, that we are thereby become one compact 
regularly organized body. The enemies of American free- 
dom are aware of the cementing tendency of such a step, 
and wherever they have influence, endeavour to prevent 
it, well knowing that while the different Districts of a Colo- 
ny are kept apart, they do not all receive the same infor- 
mation, and are exposed to the baneful effects of jealousy 
and division, especially when any considerable part sup- 
poses itself neglected by not being called in to give its 
voice. And we find, that the larger this representation is, 
the less the. danger of corruption and influence; the more 
t is sly deceit deterred from venturing its efforts ; and the 
more weight goes with every determination. The Con- 
gressyof this Colony consists of one hundred and eighty- 
four Members/Tind is by far the fullest representation of it 
that ever has been together before. 

We, therefore, as brethren united in the same cause, do 
only beg leave to recommend the above measure, already 
found by experience, ofsuch utility in sundry of the Royal 
Governments, but especially in this. The necessity of 
electing Delegates to the Congress in May, we are assured, 
will show .the expediency of such. a ProvinCialmeeting. 

We feel ourselves bound to you by the closest ties of 
iritefesfand affection. — We consider this season as big with 
American glory, or with American infamy. 

We therefore most ardently wish you the direction and 
aid of that Almighty Being who presides over all. We 
confidently expect to meet you in General Congress at 
Philadelphia, with hearts full of zeal in. our Country's 
cause, and full of mutual confidence in the integrity of 
each other. We are, gentlemen, your friends and fellow- 
countrymen. 

By order of the General Committee, 

Charles Pinckney, Chairman. 



part of this Colony, to use their best endeavours to estab- 
lish a trade between the Colonies ; and to procure a quan- 
tity of Gun-powder, and a number of Cotton and Wool 
Cards from the Northward, or elsewhere. 

We desire further, that you will not depart from the 
Association formed by the Continental Congress in Septem- 
ber last, but will strictly adhere to ij. in every particular. 



INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE FREEHOLDERS DF CUMBERLAND 
COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 

To John. Mayo.. and. William. Fleming, Gentlemen, their 
Delegates, March, 1775. 

We, the Freeholders of Cumberland County, having 
elected you to represent us in a Provincial Convention, to 
be held in the Town of Richmond, on Monday, the 20th 
of this instant, and being convinced that the safety and 
happiness of British America, depend on the unanimity, 
firmness, and joint efforts of all the Colonies, we ex peer 
you will, on your parts, let your measures be as much for 
the common safety as the peculiar interests of this Colony 
will permit, and that you, in particular, comply with the 
recommendation of the Continental Congress, in appoint- 
ing Delegates to meet in the City of Philadelphia, in May 
next. ■ -•■ --- — ~.:~ - 

The means of Constitutional legislation in this Colony 
being now interrupted, and entirely precafi&ds, aritj being 
convinced that some rule is necessary for speedily putting 
the Colony in a state of defence, we, in an especial man- 
ner, recommend this matter to your consideration in Con- 
vention ; and you may depend that any general tax, by 
that body imposed, for such purposes, will be cheerfully 
submitted, to, and paid by the inhabitants of this County. 

We desire that you will consider the Bostoniam as 
suffering in the common cause, and cheerfully join in their 
support to the utmost of your power. 

That you will direct the Deputies to Congress, on the 



Committee Chamber, New- York, 1st March, 177S. 

To the Freeholders and Freemen of the City and County 
of New- York. 
As the last Congress, held in Philadelphia, recommended 
that another Congress should be convened at the same place, 
on the 10th day of May next, and the election of Dele- 
gates ought not to be longer delayed, and most of the other 
Colonies having already appointed them, and a§.jiie Com- 
mittee has no power, without the approbation of their con- 
stituents, to take any measures for that purpose : they 
therefore request, that the Freeholders and Freemen of 
the City and County of New-York, will be jlleased to as- 
semble at the Exchange; on Monday, the 6th instant, at 
twelve o'clock, to signify their sense of the best method of 
choosing sucli Delegates, and whether they will appoint a 
certain' number of persons, to meet such Deputies as the 
Counties may elect for that purpose, and join with them in 
appointing out of their body, Delegates for the. next Con- 
gress. By order of the Committee, 

Isaac Low, Chairman. 



ADDRESS TO THE SOLDIERS ORDERED TO AMERICA. 

" London, March, 17T,">. 

The following Address has been sent to Inland for pub- 
lication, and should be published in all the American 
Papers : — i 

Gentlemen : You are about Jo. embark for .America to 
compel your fellow -subjects there to submit to Popery and 
Slavery. 

It is the glory of the British .Soldier, that he is the de- 
fender, not the destroyer of the civil and religious lights of 
the people. The English Soldiery arc immortalizceLjn 
history for their attachment to the religion and libeaies of 
their Country. 

When King James the Second endeavoured to introduce the 
Roman Catholick Religion and arbitrary power into Great 
Britain, he had an Army encamped on Hounslow-Heath, to 
terrify the people. Seven Bishops were seized upon and sent 
to the Tower. But they appealed to the laws of their Coun- 
try, and were set at liberty. When this news reached Uie 
camp,"the shouts of joy were so great, that they re-echoed 
in the Royal Palace. This, however, did not quite con- 
vincelhe King of the aversion ofjjie. Soldiers to_be .th_e.in- 
struments of oppression against their fellou -subjects. He 
therefore made another trial. He ordered the Guards to be 
drawn up, and the word.Jvas given that thpse who did not 
choose to support the King r s mi||i|ures* sli'ould gjjihid their 
arms,: When behold, to his utter conTusion;, and their 
eternal honour— the whole tedy grounded.their, arrnf,, 

Yoa, gentlemen, will soon ha ve aF dpportnnity of show- 
ing equal virflie. You will b.ecallej3 - .upori toiinbrue your 
handgun the blood of your fellow-TSUoie.ctsin America, be- 
cause" they will not subr^it t"d.be : sjayes, and are alarmed 
at the establishment of Popery an.d~arbitrary power in one- 
half of theifCountry. ~ ~- : -JirEr^- : ;! 

Whether you will draw those; swords whichjjave de- 
fended them against their enemies, to butcher them into 
a resignation of their rights, which they hold as the.sons of 
Englishmen, is in your breasg. T .Thkt you will not stain 
the laurels you have gained from France, by dipping them 
in civil blood, is every good man's hope. 

Art will no doubt be used to, persuade you, that it is 
your duty to obey orders ; and that you are sent upon the 
just and righteous errand of crushing rebellion. JBut your 
own hearts will tell you, that the people may be so ill- 
treated as to make resistance necessary. You know, that 
violence and injury offered from one man to an&tber, has 
always sortie pretence of right and reason to justify it. So 
it is between the people and their rulers. 

Therefore, whatever bard names and accusations may 
be bestowed upon your fellow-subjects in America, be as- 
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sured that they have not deserved them; but are driven by 
the most cruel treatment into despair. In this despair they 
are compelled to defend their liberties, after having tried 
in vain every peaceable means of obtaining redress of their 
manifold grievances. Be-fore God and man they are 
right. 

Your honour then, gentlemen, as soldiers, and your 
humanity as men, forbid you to be the instruments of 
forcing chains upon your injured and oppressed fellow- 
subjects. Remember that your first obedience is due to 
God, and that whoever bids you shed innocent blood, bids 
you act contrary to His commandments. Yours, &,c. 

An Old Soldier. 



To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain, in 
Parliament assembled. 

London, March, 1775. 

Gentlemen : At this important era, when the British 
Empire is in danger of being involved in a civil war ; when 
Trade and Commerce are at a stand ; when all the horrours 
of misery, poverty, and wretchedness, are hanging over 
our heads ; when want and famine threaten to succeed our 
former plenty, must not every Englishman shudder at the 
approaching danger? 

When from the height of power, opulence, and gran- 
deur, we are ~Qn__the_ point of being precipitated into the 
lowest abyss of slavery and insignificance ; when from being 
the first and most respectable people in the world, we shall 
be sunk below the consequence of a Nation, what must not 
be the feelings of every man, whose generous soul is nobly 
excited by a love of bis Country? What will not be his 
indignation ? What abounds will there be to his resent- 
ment ? Which of ye will then stand forth and confess 
you havebeen the author of these measures ? The gene- 
ral calamity, I fear, is not far distant ; and horrid as it must 
be to thisjCountry in general, still it will bring with it this 
comfort, that., wicked Ministers and corrupt Members of 
Parliament must then render an account of their actions. 
The pubiick justice of. this Nation has been long eluded, 
and calls now^loudjbr redress. 

Beware, ye Ministers ; ye know not on how small a point 
ye stand ; ye are now on the brink of an impenetrable 
gulf ; still ye have time to retract ; but if tempted by 
the placid flowings of its waters, ye think securely to swim 
along the summit, years deceived. When once immerged, 
the briny waves will use their wonted might, and foaming 
billows send you down to the regions below. The people 
oLEngland ar£ not 7yet fully apprised of their danger: but 
be assured wh en t hey once come to be thoroughly sensible 
of the calamjtig| your wrong-headed measures have brought 
on them, it will not be easy to stand the torrent of their 
Tesgntment.. ...Your venal hirelings in the Senate wilfdesert 
yon, or, if sensible of their being equally involved in your 
guilt, from a sense., of common danger they should stand 
by you, do not think their weak arguments will have any 
avail. The people" without doors will resolve upon those 
measures which those within should have done ; and ye 
can expect nothing but that just punishment which your 
folly, presumption, and wickedness, shall have merited. 

It is foreign to my present purpose to enter into a dis- 
cussion of those rights you, as the supreme power of this 
Nation, claim oF sovereignty over the Americans; let it 
suffice to say, it is not probable that men, who are descend- 
ed from the same gomroon ancestors with ourselves ; who 
have beeji bred up from their childhood in the principles of 
liberty, and have lived from their first settlements there in 
the actual possession of this invaluable blessing; it is not 
to be imagined, I say, that such men will quietly submit, 
and suffer themselves to be despoiled of that freedom their 
ancestors have transmitted to them pure and inviolate; nor 
is it to be conceived that men, who are not destitute of 
spirit, and who have arms in their hands, will quietly lay 
them down and bend their neck to the galling yoke of 
tyranny ; or is it likely that those who have a superiour force, 
able to crush their opponents, will be terrified by empty 
threats orrmenaces, when those threats are unsupported by 
authority, and unaided by justice? Your decrees will fall 
into the same ignominy and contempt as the denunciations 
of the Court of Rome. You might as well think to intimi- 
date these people by the Pope's Bulls, as by Acts of Parlia- 



ment. For what, indeed, signify threats or menaces, with- 
out the two essentials necessary to support them — justice 
and power ; — the one to persuade, the other to enforce ? 
In the present contest with America, I think I may safely 
say you are destitute of both. 

Is it reasonable or equitable that such of ye as represent 
Northumberland, Cumberland, or any other County in 
England, or more especially such of ye as are placed in 
the House of Commons by the servile and corrupt votes of 
dependant Boroughs in the different parts of the Kingdom, 
should govern a large and extensive Country at three thou- 
sand miles distant? What knowledge have ye of Ameri- 
ca? What know ye of its concerns ? Have ye been in- 
structed by the people of that land ? Are ye acquainted 
with their manners and their customs ; the state of their 
finances ; the riches and numbers of their people, and what 
imposts they are able to bear, and what would entirely 
crush them ? To all these questions I believe I may safely 
answer in the negative : But in reply you say, you think 
it is reasonable that they, as members of the British Em- 
pire, should bear a part of the burden and expense, not 
considering thatby the advantages which accrue to Great 
Britain from the Commerce of these countries, and by the 
restrictions we have laid on their Trade with all other Na- 
tions, we already receive more and greater benefits from 
them than their proportion of taxes would amount to. 
Wisely then have ye done to stop this certain source of 
riches, from the vain and improbable hope of taking from 
them by force what they already paid with good will. 

I need not remind you of the story of the old woman, 
whose hen brought her a golden egg every morning, and 
would have continued so to do had not the covetous old 
hag thought, by killing the hen, she should at once obtain 
the whole mass of riches, which now she could only re- 
ceive by detail, and accordingly put in force this cruel reso- 
lution. The fable ( tells you what was the consequence. 

Now, how nearly you stand in the same predicament 
with this old woman, I leave to yourselves to determine : 
But if I grant that the Americans should pay a proportional 
tax, besides maintaining their own Internal Government, 
what right have ye to be the assessors ? To sit in the 
British Parliament, a lauded qualification is necessary. 
But where must that quafifTcation be situated? Why, 
within the Island of Great Britain. It is a maxim of our 
law, that no man shall be taxed but by his own'consent, 
given either in person or by his Representative. I should 
be glad to know what assent ye can give for the Ameri- 
cans. Few or none of. ye possess any property in Ameri- 
ca, or if ye do, it is not in yirtueofsuch property ye sit in 
the British Senate; therefore, whatever burden you lay on 
their shoulders will be'so much clear gains to yourselves. 
You will not feel the weight of. the l taxes; 'which, with so 
much ease andjonfidence, you order to be levied on the 
Americans. Some of you. indeed, may know the value 
of the sums raised, by the shares you received of the spoils. 
The Minister cannot be so ungrateful as to neglect adding 
to your salaries, when by your means he shall have brought 
about his end, and increased his own. But how weak 
these measures are, and how ineffectual, a very short time 
will demonstrate. Indeed, except yourselves, who will 
not be convinced ? Every one is sensible of the dangerous 
situation to which we are now reduced. 

Now, gentlemen, let me advise you, as you regard your 
own prosperity — let me conjure you as you value your 
safety, to consider well the situation of this unfortunate 
Country; look on the dangers that threaten it on every 
hand ; consider not only the inexpediency of those measures, 
but the total inability of this. Country to go through with 
them. Do you imagine the French and Spaniards will 
be tame and idle spectators, when they see us once deeply 
involved in a war with our Colonies ? Throw off then 
your supine indolence ; awakeTrom your'ietnargick state ; 
and if ye will not be excited by the desire of doing good, 
awake at least to the sense of your own danger. Think 
when the general calamity comes, who will be the objects 
of pubiick odium. Will pot the advisers of these destruc- 
tive measures be the first sacrifices to the "pubiick clamour? 
When the Merchants, Traders, and Manufacturers are stand- 
ing; when the. whole mass of the people are in misery and 
distress, what security can you expect to" find ? Where 
will you hope to conceal yourselves? Will you be safe 
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even within these sacred walls ? Or rather, may you not 
fear being pursued, not only there, but even into your most 
secret lurking holes? Strafford and Laud were con- 
demned, and justly executed for being the advisers of 
arbitrary measures. The King, had he been able, would 
have protected them ; they only echoed back to him his 
own sentiments, strengthened by their flattery and obse- 
quiousness. But weak is the power of rulers when opposed 
to the wants and distresses, the rage and resentment of the 
multitude. 

When the artificers and handicraftsmen come by thou- 
sands to your House, demanding bread, it will be too late 
to argue ; — the mischief will be done. You then will have 
only to conceal your obnoxious heads, and save yourselves 
if you can, from popular resentment and publick justice. 
There may be a time, and I believe that time will soon 
come, when the nod and smiles of the Minister wilLbe 
shunned with as much care as they are now sought for with 
eagerness 

Once more I admonish you to awake before it is too late. 
Stop the further progress of the evil ye cannot now totally 
cure ; and though ye will not be roused by a love of your 
Country, nor a sense of the impending ruin which threatens 
us," yet consider your own danger, as most assuredly such 
of ye as have been the advisers of these measures will be 
the first sacrifices. Repeal then these accursed Acts; 
acknowledge yourselves to have been in the wrong, and 
thus atone, as much as now lies in your power,. for the mis- 
chiefs you. have already occasioned. , MoNITORT 



COUNCIL OF NORTH-CAROLINA. 

At a. Council held at Newbem, in North- Carolina, 
the 1st of March, 1775, 

Present: His Excellency the Governour, the Hon. Jas. 
Hasell, Hon. John Rutherford, Hon. Samuel Strudwicke, 
Martin Howard, and Samuel Cornell, Esquires - . 

His Excellency, informed the Board that he had observed 
an Adyejtejyjjent published in the Ncwspapers,and circu- 
lated through this Colony by Handbills, dated Perquimons 
County, 11th February, 17.75, requesting the Counties 
and Towns thereof, to elect Delegates to represent them 
in Convention, at the Town of Newbem, on Monday, 
the third of April next, and signed John Harvey, Mode- 
ratorr "And considering such proceedings to be highly 
derogatory to the dignity of the Legislature appointed to 
meet at the same time, .and in every light illegal and incon- 
sistent with good order and Government, recomrTrendecTthe' 
matter to the consideration of the Board, and desired their 
advice of the measures to be taken to contravene" the design 
of said Advertisement. 

The Board conceiving the highest detestation; of such 
proceedings, were unanimous in advising His Excellency to 
issue a Proclamation to inhibit and forbid such illegal meet- 
ing ; in the following words : 

By His Excellency Josiah Martin, Esquire, Captain 
General, Governour, and Commander-in-chief in and 
over the said Province : 

A Proclamation. 

Whereas, an Advertisement is printed' in the publiek- 
Newspapers, and also industriously circulated about this 
Colony in handbills, dated from Perquimons County, the 
11th day of February, 1775, requesting the Counties and 
Towns thereof to elect Delegates to represent them in 
Convention, at the Town of Newbern,. on Monday, the 3d 
day of April next, and signed John Harvey, . Moderator. 
And whereas, the name and authority of such an officer, 
and sucn mee~ting; is unknown to the Laws and Constitution 
of this .Coun try ; and such an inyitation to the people may 
tend to ensnare the unwary and ignorant among His Ma- 
jesty's loyal and faithful subjects in this Province", to par- 
take in the guilt of such unlawful proceedings : 

And whereas, the Assembly of this Province, . duly 
elected, is the only true and lawful representation of the 
people, and is competent to every legal act that Representa- 
tives of the people can do ; and as ahiattempt to excite the 
people to choose another body of Representatives to meet 
at the time and place appointed for the meeting of the As- 
sembly, is to betray them into a violation of the Constitu- 
tion, iri a point wherein they are most materially concerned 



to support it: a contempt of that branch of the Legislature 
which represents the people, and highly derogatory to its 
power, rights, and privileges ; I have thought proper, by and 
with the advice and consent of His Majesty's Council of 
this Province, to issue this Proclamation : and I do hereby 
earnestly exhort the many good people of this Province, 
who have to their honour, hitherto prudently withstood the 
insidious attempts of evil-minded and designing men, that 
they do, on this occasion, steadfastly persevere in such 
loyal and dutiful conduct, and continue to resist and treat 
with just indignation all measures so subversive of order 
and Government, and so inconsistent with the allegiance 
they owe to His Majesty ; and that they do not subject 
themselves to the restraints of tyrannical and arbitrary 
Committees, which have already, in many instances, pro- 
ceeded to the extravagance of forcing His Majesty's subjects, 
contrary to their consciences, to submit to their unreason- 
able, seditious, and chimerical Resolves, doing thereby the 
most cruel and unparalleled violence to their liberties, 
under the pretence of releasing them from imaginary griev- 
ances ; and I do further exhort all His Majesty s subjects in 
this Province, as they value their dearest rights under the 
present happy Constitution, and as they would testify their 
duty and allegiance to the best of Kings, that iTiey forbear 
to meet to choose persons to represent them in Convention, 
pursuant to the advertisement herein before recited ; and I 
also do most earnestly recommend to them to renounce, 
disclaim, and discourage all such meetings, cabals, and ille- 
gal proceedings, which artful and ^designing men shall 
attempt to engage them in, and winch can only tend to 
introduce disorder and anarchy, to the destruction of the 
real interests and happiness of the people, and to involve 
this Province in confusion, disgrace and ruin. 

Given under my hand and the great seal of the said Prov- 
ince, at Newbern, the first day of March, Anno Domini, 
1775, and in the 15th year of His Majesty's reign. 
God save the King. 

-^Josiah Martin. 

By His Excellency's command, 

Samuel Strudwicke, Secretary. 



TO THE PRINTERS OF THE PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE. 

Philadelphia, February 22, 1775,. 
Gentlemen : I rejoice to find that, in a Province distin- 
guished for its progress in science and literature as Penn- 
sylvania, the few sons of despotism are reduced to the pen- 
sioned pen of some ministerial hireling at Boston. Believe 
me, gentlemen, your Paper did not gain an extensivgi cir- 
culation from the gleanings of others; its value_ has been 
owing to the originality, as well_asjlie_elegance of its es- 
says. Every Newspaper, from New- Hampshire to Georgia, 
(two at Boston, and one at New-York, excepted,) would 
furnish refutations of the re-publication in your last Paper, 
signed Phileirene. But I will not ask you to serve up to 
your readers, at second-hand, what will be more accept- 
able as an original, though of a coarser and humbler compo- 
sition. I therefore beg leave to present to my fellowi-sub- 
jects and citizens 

The other side of the Question. 
It; is a just remark of the celebrated Chesterfield to his 
son, that grant him but two or three positions, and lie would 
undertake, by fair inference, to prove that robbing on the 
highway is an honest, and ought to be a reputable calling. 
Happy would it be if the sacred rights of mankind were as 
safe in this respect, as the persons of individuals. But the 
superiour temptations to justify the invasion of the former, 
are too alluring not to afford melancholy proofs, in every 
age and Country, of a prostitution of the most shining ta- 
lents, to gild the pill of arbitrary power and lawless domi- 
nation. When we see a Bacon, a Milton, a Strafford, and 
Bolingbroke, sacrificing at their shrine, can we be surprised 
if men of such principles, but far inferiour abilities, should 
appear among us, with the Treasury of England in full 
view, and hearts panting to lord it over their fellow-men ? 
Divine Providence has endowed the inhabitants of Ame- 
rica with rational powers not inferiour to those of any other 
Country ; it is but justice to say, they have generally im- 
proved them better than any other. By their good sense 
and judgment shall this author be tried, whose facts, mo- 
desty, style, accuracy, and precision, have been thought 
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worthy of a re-publication, which occupies half your last 
Paper, to the exclusion of all Foreign news, for which it 
has been distinguished. This fair structure is built on two 
principles. 

1st. That the Americans have entire independence on 
the Mother Country in view, as the great object of their 
present contest. 

2d. That all opposition to what is called Government, is 
rebellion. 

Both these propositions are false and groundless; the 
writer was not able to prove, and therefore takes them for 
granted ; but I may, with honest boldness, challenge him, 
or his adopting friend, to show, from the publick transac- 
tions of any Congress or Assembly throughout this great 
Continent, that such a claim was ever in their contempla- 
tion. Are the repeated and fervent acknowledgments of 
our allegiance to our common Sovereign; our submission 
to all his appointments of office, from the Goveroour to the 
lowest deputy's deputy; to his negative upon all our laws ; 
to his decisions in Council, as the dernier resort in the ad- 
ministration of justice, and the payment of quit-rents ; I ask 
if these are trie badges of independence? But they do not 
end here. With what exemplary patience and obedience 
have we submitted to the restraints of Trade, and even an 
abridgment of the common bounties of Heaven. The 
water is not permitted to flow, or the earth to produce, for 
the same beneficial purposes to the American as for the 
Briton. In a Country where the price of manual labour 
calls for the utmost exertion of art and ingenuity, we are 
restrained from slitting or rolling iron, so as to answer some 
of the most important purposes in life. These are restric- 
tions to which we not only have submitted, but to which 
the great Council of America has professed its willingness 
to submit. With what shameless affrontery can any writer, 
therefore, charge the people of America with seeking inde- 
pendence, when every transaction of Government, of trade, 
of justice, and manufactures, originates, proceeds, or termi- 
nates under ..the control of Great Britain, But the thirst 
of power is so raging and insatiable, that it esteems nothing 
possessed, while any thing remains to be possessed; impa- 
tient of all restraints, its desires perpetually outrun its en- 
joyments, and it can be satisfied with nothing less than an 
entire and full surrender of the liberty and happiness of 
mankind. What use it has made of its acquisitions, let the 
deserted villages, ruined towns, and uncultivated fields of 
arbitrary Countries declare. If to live by one man's will, 
would be all men's misery, can we suppose that we shall 
derive any relief from the number of our tyrants, or that 
ourburden would be lighter, because many hands were 
concerned in tJie_ imposition. 

Our author's next position is, that opposition of every 
kind__to_jhe_ powers set oyer us, however exercised, is 
rebellion.^ Those, ornaments of human nature, Locke, 
Sydney, Hoadley, and many other illustrious names, have 
so refuted these absurd doctrines of passive obedience and 
non-resistance ; and they are so repugnant to the common 
sense and happiness of mankind, that it would be an affront 
to the understandings of my countrymen to suppose they 
could now admit of a serious argument. If the good of 
the people is the end of all Government, if limitations of 
power have, by the experience of all ages, been found 
necessary for the safety of the governed, if a participation 
in legislation has been found to he the best and only limi- 
tation, with what pity and concern must we view that infa- 
tuation which can obtrude doctrines in America long since 
reprobated in Britain, as subversive of every principle of 
political safety and happiness. With men of such charac- 
ters, the noble struggles of our ancestors against the prero- 
gatives of the Crown were so many odious exertions of 
wickedness and folly. — Magna Charta, Trial by Juries, and 
exemption from arbitrary and perpetual imprisonment, are 
fruits of the most detestable impiety and treason ; nay ! 
the Resolution itself, as founded and formed by a resist- 
ance to ihat Government, but the basis and foundation of 
the present, was a successful rebellion. These are the 
stale artifices of our Court sycophants of every age. It . 
would be an outrage upon the understandings, as well as 
rights of mankind, to call tyranny and slavery by their 
proper names, when they were seeking to establish them. 
Under the specious title of laws and Government, they 
hope to lull the vigilant, deter the timid, and damp the en- 



terprising, till the shackles are riveted on, and the deluded 
wretches find, too late, that the will of their masters is the 
only law, and oppression the only Government. To draw 
the line, I confess, is no easy task ; but wherever legal 
Government ends, there tyranny most certainly begins. 
To show that this terminated as to the. Colonies, in the 
year 1763, a period in which the independency of Ameri- 
ca was never thought of, and to which our highest hopes 
and ambition is to return ; to enumerate the proofs, the 
odious, but indisputable proofs of this, and to show that 
our present opposition has every prospect of success, I 
must refer to another letter, lest 1 should exclude some 
rnjore able writer, or incur my own censure. In the mean 
time, my dear countrymen and fellow-citizens, read the 
histories of those Countries which were once free ; converse 
with those, (for we have many among us) who have fled 
hither from arbitrary States; acquaint yourselves with their 
ruinous taxes, their venal courts of justice, their merciless 
depredations upon the chastity, property, liberty, and hap- 
piness of their vassals ; then reason, and judge, and if you 
are not lost to every sentiment of publick virtue, the hon- 
our of your country, and regard for yourselves and your 
posterity, your hearts will rise in grateful emotions to the 
Giver of all good gifts, that He has cast your lot in a land 
of freedom ; and I trust you will mingle with them a 
humble but firm resolution, by His assistance, to transmit 
the blessings you have received, undiminished, to the latest 
posterity. " He that would give up essential liberty for 
temporary safety, deserves neither liberty nor safety." — 
This was the favourite motto of many in this Citv but a 
very few years since. A principle of action and duty, 
founded upon troth and reason, will ever continue the 
same, however the persons or occasions may change. Come 
forward then, ye staunch advocates for Provincial Liberty, 
support your principles — this was once your Law and your 
Prophets — be consistent — convince the world that you do 
not act upon the local views of a party, but upon the manly 
and generous principle of publick good, which upon all oc- 
casions leads you to sacrifice temporary ease to essential 
liberty. Camillus. 



TO THE PRINTERS OF THE PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE. 



PhiMelplira.lHSSnn 7 75: 
Gentlemen : I wish to address, the understandings of 
my fellow-citizens, not to inflame their passions. As in- 
quirers after truth, my highest ambition is to assist them — • 
to furnish the clew ; their own good sense will enable them 
to pursue it. 1 think an attention peculiarly due to such 
publications as come recommended by the graces of style 
and language ; the most deadly poison may T»e conveyed 
in the most beautiful cup ; it may be more inviting, tut it 
is not the less .fatal. The piece signed Fhileirene is not 
destitute of those graces, but be has raised a fabrick on a 
foundation which only existed in ..his. own. imagination. 
There must surely be singular merit in that claim which 
must be misrepresented to be opposed with success. When 
I hear America charged with aspiring after independence, 
I ask, Were we independent on Great Britain in 1762 ? 
That is the era to which we all look back, with regret, 
and to which we are anxiously seeking to return. 

When I hear the Americans termed rebels, I ask, Was 
the Revolution a rebellion? That was an opposition to 
Government, because Government was attempted to be 
exercised in a manner inconsistent with the safety, liberty 
and happiness of the governed. One inan. attempted to 
legislate without their participation ; in our case, this at- 
tempt is made by about eight hundred; can this circum- 
stance change the nature of the action ? 

When I hear any one declaiming against the American 
system, I ask, Are you willing to he taxedT)ylhe British 
Parliament ? A fair answer to these questions I have gen- 
erally found more decisive and convincing, than the best 
connected chain of reasoning. If any man can answer 
them in the affirmative, I may pity, but cannot blame him 
for withdrawing from the contest. If..I vvasasked to jtate 
the claims of America, I should say she has none, but that 
Great Britain, should desist from innovations, useless and 
disappointing to herself, but fatal to America. We are 
defendants in. this great suit; we ask but to continue in 
that state, in which our own reason and judgment convinces 



11 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, IVfARCH, 1715: 



12 



us our safety consists, and which the experience of one 
hundred years has confirmed, as the most beneficial for 
both countries. 

For this long course of years, America, with a most un- 
suspecting confidence, resigned herself to the wisdom and 
virtue of the Parent State, whose wisest Ministers and ablest 
men were content with the benefits of Commerce, and 
sought no power but such as tended to its increase and 
security. After a long and expensive waT, in which the 
Americans were repeatedly acknowledged the most loyal 
subjects and affectionate Colonists, a system was formed 



" Utopian scheme, quickened into publick life by an itch of 
" superiority and thirst of applause ; — an infatuation, over- 
" leaping all the sober bounds of law and Government; 
" conducted by men who delight in the destruction of 
" peace and good order ; whose safety consists in their pre- 
" cipitating their Country into anarchy and confusion." 
Shameless falsehoods ! calculated to impose on the weak 
and unwary; to foment those divisions, and bring on that 
ruin, upon which some men mean to build their own great- 
ness. No, my dear fellow-citizens, look around you ; are 
the men you deputed to the late Congress, those who have 
been active in Committees of publick transactions ; are 



which proceeded step by step in dreadful progression, till „,,,,, - j , r 3 

it has_swallowed up every privilege and right which ought they men of doubtful characters and desperate fortunes ? 

to distinguish an English Colonist from those of arbitrary Are anarchy and confusion required for their safety or es- 

States. °Of what importance is it to us, that our fellow- tablishment in life? Is a bold step for the reformation of 

subjects, three thousand miles off, should be distinguished Government necessary to retrieve their characters ? Have 

from the other Nations of the earth, as free and happy, they been distinguished for a spirit of enterprise, wicked- 
while we have no share in the distinction. Let us com- 
pare the rights of a British subject with those of an Ame- 
rican, we shall see a very striking disparity. 

In England. In America. 

1. A trial by a jury of his coun- 1. A trial by jury only in some 

try, in all cases of life and pro- cases ; subjected in others^ 
perty. 



to a 
or a Board of Com. 



single Judge, 
missioners. 

3. A trial' were the offence was 2, A trial, if a Govemour pleases, 
committed. throe thousand miles from the place 

were the offence was committed. 

3. The Civil authority supreme 3. The Military superiour to 
over the 'Military, and no Standing the Civil authority, and America 
Army in time of peace kept up, obliged to contribute to the support 
but by the consent of the people. of a Standing Army, kept up with- 
out and against itsconsent, 

4. The Judges independent of 4. The Judges made independent 
the Crown and people. of the people, but dependant on the 

Crown for tho support and tenure 
of their commissions. 

5. No tax or imposition laid, but 5. Taxes and impositions laid by 
by those who must partake of the those, who not only do not partake 
burthen. of the burthens, but who ease them- 
selves by it. 

6. A trade only to such places as 
Great Britain shall permit. 

7. The use only of such engines 
as Great Britain has not prohibit- 
ed. 



6. A free trade to all the world, 
except the East-Indies. 

7. A free use" Tind practise of all 
engines and other devices, for sav- 
ing labour and promoting manufac- 
tures. 

8. A right to petition the King, 
and all prosecutions "and commit- 
ments therefore illegal. 



9. Freedom of debate and pro. 
ceedings in their legislative deli- 
berations. 



10. For redress of grievances, 
amending, strengthening, and pre- 
serving the laws, Parliaments to be 
held frequently. 



8. Promoting and encouraging 
petitions to the King declared the 
highest presumption, and the Le- 
gislative Asso.mblies.of America dis- 
solved therefor in 1768. 

9. Assemblies dissolved, and their 
legislative power suspended, for the 
free exercise of their reason and 
judgment, in their legislative capa- 
city. 

10. To prevent the redress of 
grievances, or representations tend- 
ing thereto, Assemblies postponed 
for a great length of time, and pre- 
vented meeting in the most critical 
times. 

Iii a former paper I observed, that the legal Government 
of America terminated in the year 1703. A series of acts 
since that time will evince the truth of my assertion. 

Then, for the first time, the taxation of America was 
attempted, and has been continued with unremitted assi- 
duity to the present morpent— then, the powers cT Admi- 
ralty and Vice-Admiralty Courts were extended beyond 
their former limits— : jhen our property, for the first time, 
wa s taken from us without our consent— trial by juries in 
many cases, of property abolished, and an innocent suitor 
Iald._u.nd.ex, every possible disadvantage in asserting his 
rights. Soon .after, , (he absolute Statute of Henry VIII, 
was reyive3, by Resolves of both. Houses of Parliarrrent, by 
which Americans may be carried to England, and tried for 
offences alleged to_ be committed in .America. . .. In „ the 
twelfth., year of HisJVlajesty's reign, the charge of.burning 
any of the King's Ships or Stores in America was expressly 
made triable in England, to the total exclusion of a jury 
of thejvioipage. The Acts respecting 3]assac/niseJts-Bay 
are too recenLto need particular enumeration ; their, charter 
privileges, their justice, trade, and Government are. wholly 
subverted, without observing the common forms of justice. 
What has been their case, may he that of every other 
Province ; and let me observe, that innocence is - a poor 
protection, when no opportunity is given to manifest it. 

What opinion now, my fellow-citizens, ought you to form 
of an author, who calls an opposition to these measures a 



ness, and folly, on other occasions ? 

The man whose signature is A Friend to the Constitution, 
and whose sentiments are in such unison with our author, 
shall determine these questions ; for he must have supposed 
them applicable to this Province, or their publication here 
was idle. To arraign the justice of a cause ; to entangle the 
honest mind in doubts and difficulties ; to cut off all hopes 
and prospects of success ; to paint in terrible colours events 
which have happened in dissimilar cases, and conceal the 
happy issue of similar struggles, are arts which will be 
practised, and against which we ought to be particularly 
guarded. I have attempted to vindicate the former, and 
in some future paper shall endeavour to show, that if una- 
nimity accompanies our opposition, we have the utmost 

reason to hope that success will crown the jyork, and 

though we shall continue a dependant, we shall be a free 
and happy people. Camit.ltjs. 

NEWPORT (rHODE-ISUNd) COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of the Committee of .Inspection, for the 
Town of Newport, held "in "the Council Chamber, on Wed- 
nesday, March 1, 1775, _^_ 

Sir. John TA™™JnJheJ3iaj]\ 

Resolved, That the .free.ioniQf..LheJPress..,is_oi,_tl]e^qt- 
most importance to civil society ; and that its importance 
consists, "besides the advancemenLQfArutli, science, mo- 
rality, and arts in general, hrits diffusion _of_ liberal senti- 
ments on the. administration of Govejnjn£ n t, its ready com- 
munication of thoughts between subjects, and its conse- 
quential promotion of union, among them, where, byop- 
pressive Officers, are shamed orintiniidated into more hon- 
ourable and just modes of con duct ing affairs ;" and there- 
fore it is the duty of every friend of Civil Government to 
protect, and preserve from violation, that invaluable right, 
that noble pillar, and great support of Public Liberty; and 
to countenance and encourage the Press, so long as it shall 
be employed in promoting those beneficial purposes. But 
when, instead thereof, a Press is incessantly employed and 
prostituted. to .the vilest uses ; in publishing the most infa- 
mous falsehoods ; in partial or false representations of facts ; 
in fomenting jealousies, and exciting discord and disunion 
among the people ; in supporting and applauding the worst 
of men, and worst of measuresj and in vilifyingand calum- 
niating the best. of characters, and The best oicauses; it 
then behooves every citizen, every friend to truth, science, 
arts, liberality of sentiment, to that union between subjects, 
upon which depends their security against oppression, to 
discountenance: and discourage every^such licentious, illibe- 
ral, prostituted Press. 

And whereas, a certain. J&mes Rivington, a Printer and 
Stationer in the City of New-York, impelled by the love 
of sordid pelf, and a haughty domineering spirit, hath, for 
a long time, in the dirty Gazetteer, and in pamphlets, if 
possible still more dirty, uniformly persists in publishing 
every falsehood which, bis. own .wicked, imagination, or the 
imaginations, of others, of the ;;same;stamp, as ingenious per- 
haps in mischief as himself, could suggest and fabricate, that 
had. a tendency to spread jealousies, fear, discord, and dis- 
union through this country ; and by partial and false repre- 
sentations of facts, hath endeavoured to pervert truth, and 
to deceive and mislead the incautious into wrong concep- 
tions of facts reported, and wrong sentiments respecting the 
measures now carrying on for the recovery and establish- 
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ment of our rights, and the supporters of those measures; 
and particularly hath disgorged from his infamous Press, 
the most virulent, foul ahuse, on the Members of the late 
Continental Congress — characters which, for wisdom, in- 
tegrity, .fortitude, and publick virtue, deserve, and have 
received, the applause of every inhabitant of this wide ex- 
tended Continent, excepting a very few venal tools of a 
corrupt Administration. 

And all this profusion of scurrility, abuse, and. falsehood, 
this insidious, profligate Printer hath cast out, in order, if 
it were possible, to subvert the Association which all the 
American Colonies have approved, and for carrying of 
which into execution the General Assembly of this Colony 
have recommended Committees to be chosen: — Where- 
fore, we think it our bounden duty to hold up that infa- 
mous" paracide, James Rivington, to the Continent in this 
odious light. 

Resolved, therefore, That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee, that no further dealings or correspondence ought to 
be had with .ibe_. said James Rivington; and we recom- 
mend it to every person who takes bis Paper, called Riv- 
ington's. Gazetteer, immediately to drop the same; and 
also take the liberty to recommend a similar conduct to- 
wards him to the. other Towns in the Colony. 

Resolved, That this Resolution be printed in the next 
Newport Mercury. By order of the Committee, 

Henry Ward, Clerk. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON 
TO HIS FRIEND IN BOSTON, DATED MARCH 2, 1775. 

The Ministry, it is now generally thought, are inflexible. 
Lord JVor/A was. asked again and again this week, in the 
House of Commons, whether he had any thing more of a 
lenient or conciliatory nature to propose. He said there 
was nothing farther of that kind intended; and acknow- 
ledged that the remainder. of the scheme was entirely co- 
ercive. When he was asked, whether the three Bills of 
the. last yearwere to .be repealed, he replied, that when 
the Colonies ..bad come to an unconditioned submission, 
Parliament would. consider what was fit to be done. 

The .Ministry, are now in pretty good spirits, on account 
of what, they conceive to be a division among yourselves 
in favour of. Government, both in Neiu-York and New- 
England. We think .that, like drowning men, they are 
catching at every straw. Such, however, we hope their 
present expectations will prove. 

A friend of mine saw a Letter just received from Lord 
Percy, in which he expresses his apprehensions of an at- 
tack being made upon the Troops at Boston, before any 
reinforcement. can arrive, as the people in the Province 
are provided with a competent, train of Artillery ; so that 
all. their servants. have not the same assurance of success 
with themse lves. ..But, indeed, it is impossible that the 
Ministry sh_Quld_ really think themselves so secure as they 
pretend to be ; and it is even.thought by many that Lord 
North, when he moved for the late Resolution, really 
meant to have advanced some steps towards a solid recon- 
ciliation, had it not. been for what is called the Bedford 
party in the. Cabinet. Instead of this, the terms that are 
now proposed amount.to nothing but an insult upon your 
common sense imd. spirit, and, I , doubt not, will be resented 
accordingly. 

ESSEX COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a Committee held for the County of Essex, in the 
Town of Tappahannock, in Virginia, on Thursday, the 2d 
of March, 1775, by special summons from the Chairman. 

The Committee naving been informed that Captain Jo- 
seph Richardson, master of the Brigantine Muir, since the 
first day of February last, had imported from the Island of 
Antigua, in the said Brigantine Muir, four pieces of Bri- 
tish Osnaburghs, and three pieces of Irish Linen, some of 
which he had. sold since his arrival ; and the said Richard- 
son haying appeared before the Committee, agreeably to a 
previous summons for that purpose, on examination, con- 
fessed that.upwards of two years ago he had imported into 
this Colony a quantity of British Osnaburghs from Lon- 
don, which he found himself unable to dispose of here, and 
therefore that _he had carried some of it to Antigua, and 
left it there to be sold ; and having found, upon his last 



voyage to that Island, that the same had not been sold, he 
brought it back again to this Colony, where he arrived 
since the first of February last, and sold one piece of it to 
one Thomas Wood, and that he has the residue by him. 
And_hayjng also acknowledged that he had imported at 
the same time three pieces of Irish Linen for the use of 
his family, and the same having been confirmed by the 
oath of William Moore, mate of the said Brigantine, the 
Committee having taken the matter under consideration, 
and having found that the said Richardson was unacquaint- 
ed with the Continental Association, and that he had no 
intention of violating the same, or any part thereof, but that 
he was willing to accede thereto, and actually did sign the 
same, upon the first opportunity of doing so, are of opinion 
that, the said Richardson deserves no censure for his con- 
duct ; but that the said Osnaburghs and Irish Linen, be- 
ing prohibited, by the Association, be re-exported to the 
said... Island., of Antigua, which the said Richardson de- 
clared himself willing to do. And it js .ordered th at Archie 
bald 'Ritcjde and John Brockenbrpugh do procure from 
the said Thomas _ Wood the piece of Osnaburghs by him 
purchased, and see that the said Richardson carr y the 
same, as well as the other before-mentioned .Linen, with 
him to Antigua, upon his next voyage. 

The Committee having determined to encourage Arts 
and Manufactures within this Colony, as far as it is in their 
power, do agree and oblige themselves to pay Fifty Pounds, 
current money, to any person or persons who shall first 
produce to the Committee five hundred pair of Stockings, 
men's and women's, maiKifacture_i.in.this ..County ; a third 
of which to be reasonably worth One Shilling Sterling a 
pair; a third to be reasonably worth Two Shillings Sterling 
a pair; and the other third to be reasonably worth Three 
Shillings Sterling a pair; of all which, he or they must 
give this County the refusal, and that the County will 
give for the same seventy-five per cent, on the above prices. 
And that the Committee will give the best encouragement 
to worsted combers. By order of the Committee, 

■ -,- J. Power, Clerk. 



Remarks on the late, manceuvres in America, by a real 
friend to his King and Country, and an American. 

-. ..,.,.. -_...--New.Yo>5;VMreh2,'i775. 

Nothing has surprised people more than the Virginians 
and Marylanders piping with so much warmth with the 
New-England Republicans in. their opposition to. the 
ancient. Constitution, which has been the. glory of an 
Englishman in.eyery part of the world ; as there are cer- 
tainly no Nations under the Heavens, lpore opposite to each 
other, than the inhabitants of these jColonies.:. .it. would be 
very difficult to account for it on the principles of religion 
or sound policy, had not the. Virginians plainly discovered 
their indifference to both — so highly revered by their illus- 
trious ancestors- — by an act as tyrannical as it is. unjust, cal- 
culated to serve private views, to distress thousands, and 
to sap all the, foundations of honesty and morality, by de- • 
straying that; confidence which is the support of our trade, 
without which: every industrious nmn is deprived of his just 
demands. Can any thing more plainly discover the mo- 
tives of their opposition than their having shut up all the 
Courts of Justice, by which they fraudulently deprive the 
honest merchant of his due, who geaerorisiy'administered 
to their wants and supplied their luxury ; ami return, with 
the blackestingratitude, evil for good. Yet tliis is a noto- 
rious truth. Sallust, in enumerating the reasons that in- 
duced so many of the first families in Rome to join in Cata- 
line'.s conspiracy to overturn the_ancient Constitution of 
their Country, very naturally accounts for this conduct when 
he ascribes it to their desperate cifr;umsMnc.eLs ; involved 
it? debt, slaves to luxury, and ruinedby dissipation of every 
kind, they had no resource, no prospect for redemption, 
but wh.at depended on the success of an impious civil war ; 
through thehorrours and calamities of which they were 
willing to wade, that they might avail themselves of their 
Country's distress, and find means to gratify their pride and 
unbounded lust ; for this end eveiylrneans was altempted, 
every virtue ridiculed, every friend to Government, and 
every lover of his country, branded with" the most Igno- 
rninious names, and held up as traitors, yvhom it would be 
glorious in their opinions To extirpate. 



aaiiMjiaflaiJHatfmaat 



>J|L*«, 



■"'^"■H l T ' ffl ,,|W '"'"'»'*'* 



15 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, Sic, MARCH, 1775. 



16 



ADDRE SS TO THE INHABITANTS OF NEW-YORK 

-. . , New-York, March % 1775. 

The most authentick accounts have been received from 
Great Britain, that a large sum of money has been issued 
from the Treasury to the Minister of State, for secret ser- 
vices in America. The publick is extremely interested in 
the consequences of this dark manoeuvre, and therefore 
every indication of corruption should be attended to, every 
order in favour of passive obedience noticed, and the 
authors of every measure tending to break the union and 
harmony of the Colonies, held up to publick view, and 
exposed to general indignation and contempt. 

The application of publick moneys for secret services, 
has ever been considered as dangerous to the rights of a 
free people, especially in times of profound peace, when 
there is no necessity that spies should be maintained, or 
royal whores and favourites bribed. Such an attack upon 
us is, of all others, the most alarming. It is like destroy- 
ing us by poison — it places us in dangers from false breth- 
ren, and converts those we esteemed our friends into in- 
sidious enemies — it teaches them to speak peace, when 
they mean destruction ; and, under the specious pretence 
of supporting Government, to declare war against the Con- 
stitution. 

History affords^ instances of men in every age, who have 
preferred the enjoyment of wealth, to the possession of a 
good conscience, and who have committed the most infa- 
mous actions to obtain the appellation of honourable, for 
themselves or families. 

Prudence tells us, that what has happened in other 
Countries, and in other ages, may happen in our own. It 
certainly is wise, therefore, to be watchful of those whom 
we have made the guardians of our happiness, and take 
care that they do not tarn the opportunities we have given 
them of doing us good, into occasions of bringing us to ruin 
and disgrace. 

The world has long had reason to think that the depend- 
ants on the favour of a court, are not fit objects for the con- 
fidence of the people. It is difficult to serve two masters. 
Men in such circmnstances frequently cleave to their inte- 
rest, and reject the duty they owe their constituents. 

It appears to me very extraordinary, that the people of 
this Colony in general, should consider a Congress as a 
necessary expedient in these perilous times, that the letters 
of the Committer of Correspondence appointed by the 
Assembly, should speak the same language, and that some 
of the i members of that body should preside at the choice 
of the Delegates, and yet, that sundry individuals (who 
haveiheretofgre been lights to the blind) should now take 
so much pains to decry the measure ancl prevent its influ- 
ence. —The:; inconsistency is obvious, and, I feaT, nothing 
butt golden key can open the mystery; 



Providence, R. I., March 4, 1775. 

Qn,Thursday last, the 2d instant, about twelve o'clock 
at npon, the Town Crier gave the following notice through 
the Town :^-" Al five o'clock, this afternoon, a quantity of 
■" India Tga_ wiilb§ burnt in the market-place. All true 
'^friends of their Country, lovers of Freedom, and haters of 
"shackles and Ijand-cjjffs, are hereby invited to testify 
" their gooff disposition, by bringing in and casting into the 
"fire, a needless _he,rb, which for a long time hath been 
"highly detrimental to; our liberty, interest, and health,," 

About five o'clock, in the afternoon, a great number of 
inhabitants assembled at the place, when there was brought 
in about three hundred pounds weight of Tea, by the firm ' 
contenders for (lie true interest of America. A large fire 
wa?" kindled, and_the Tea cast into it, A tar barrel, Lord 
North's speech, TUvington's and Mills's and Jlicks's news- 
papers, and divers other ingredients, were aho added. 
There appeared great cheerfulness in committing to de- 
struction so pernicious an article ; many worthy women, 
from a conviction of the evil tendency of continuing the 
Jhabjt of Tea drinking, made free-will offerings of their re- 
spective stocks of the liuitful trash. On tin* occasion the 
bells were tolled, but it is refencd to the learned whether 
tolling or ringing woujd have been most proper. Whilst 
the_Tca was burning, a spirited Son of Libcity went along 
the streets with his brush and lampblack, and obliterated 
or unpainted the word Tea on the shop signs. 



SAMUEL ADAMS TO_A GENTLEMAj^JIN VIRGINIA. 

— - Boston, March 2, 1775. 

Sir : Your letter of the 24th of December last, to Mr. 
Cushing and others, by Captain Tompkins, of the Schooner 
Dunmore, in which were brought several valuable donations 
from our friends in Virginia, to the sufferers in this Town 
by the Port-Bill, was, communicated t0 tne Committee 
appointed to receive such donations, and by their direction 
I am to acquaint you that they cheerfully consented at 
your request, that the Schooner should be discharged at 
Salem, thinking themselves under obligation to promote 
her despatch, more especially as there was unexpected 
delay in her loading; and you have very generously 
declined receiving demurrage. We have rcpeatedly_ bad 
abundant evidence of the firmness of our brethren of T^V- 
ginia, in the American came ; have reason to confide in 
them that they will struggle hard for the prize now contend- 
ing for. " — 

I am desired, by the Committee, to acquaint you that 
a Ship has lately sailed from this place, bound \a_Jamis 
River, in Virginia; the Master's name CroweL Hatch. 
When he was building his Ship, a proposal wa^made to 
him by some of the Committee, To employ the tradesmen 
of this Town, for which he should receive a recompense 
by a discount or five per cent, on their several bills; but 
he declined to accept of the proposal. This yoinrrc sen- 
sible, would have been the means of hJs_employingdtir suf- 
ferers at their usual rates, and at the same time, as~cheap 
to him as if he had got his Vessel built by more ordinary 
workmen, from the country. There is also another cir- 
cumstance which I must relate _to you. Captain Hatch 
proposed that the Committee.siioujd _ employ onr Smiths in 
making Anchors for, his \ r essel, at a price by which they 
could get nothing but their labour for their pains, because 
he could purchase cast Anchors, imported here forthe same 
price, which was refused. At this he was very angry, and 
(perhaps in gust of passion) declared^ in the Fearing of 
several persons of credit, that he was used ill; threatening 
that "hewould stop all the donations hecoulclj and that 
no more' Should come from the .place where he 'wag; gojng 
to," meaning Virginih, / Thesejaljts the ^Committee Lhojight 
necessary to edtamuffjeate toyou,and to beg the favour of 
you to .Use your influence, that Captain HaicK^miy hot 
have it in his poweri^if he should be disposed) to traduce 
the Committee;, andjnjure the sufferers in this Town,, for 
whose relief our friends in Virginia have so generously 
contributed. :;< ....".'.. ..T " ' _~_nZ77 '". ~ Z—.~77'y 

I am, m the name of the;Cj^rnjttee,iiTr, youpobliged 
friend, and humble sBTyahl, " ; "= ■ ^ Bamuel AqamsV 



..-:.;.-; Boston, Massachusetts, March % 1775, 

His Excellency General Gage, in his answer _;toj7ie 
Address of the ProviiTciaLC ng ress > in October Jast^was 
pleased to represent, as an ."mstgnce^f his .lenity and for- 
bearance, " that, notwithstanding the enmity shown the 
King's Troops, by withholding Trom them almosf i^yery 
necessary for their preservation, they have noCyetUisco- 
vered the resentment which might justly be expected to 
arise from, such hostiletreajmfnt, 1 ' ~~ ;mi z: ; 

A second Provincial jCongres? has lately - "resolved, 
" That rro person or persojis ought to sell oOispose of 
any Straw which he or they may have on handTexceplto 
the inhabitants of this Province^ for their own private use, 
or the use of said Provirjce." ;: ;-.:;• 

Such a mifitation of senjjmetits between the v pomn3an- 
der-in-ebjef and Uie_ Representatives oTtlie people, rhiist 
surely arise, from t.Ee diflerehrfonroptions they have, re- 
spectively formed of the end^aneTjlesigirof the Trpopsbeing 
sent here : the General, that they were orderedhere to 
strengthen the hands^ of .GoyjTnrnent, Jo" preservelprder, 
restore peace, and prevent confjsipF; that lhey~are, there- 
fore, tolje considered as friends, and ought to Tbe^Tfcated 
accordingly : the Congress, that they are sent to dragoon 
the good people of this Colony, and successively fjipsg of 
every other Colonyupon the Continent, into a sjavish sub- 
mission to British Legislation ; which, if it could bc_effected, 
must end in their ruin and destruction ; that they arc, there- 
fore, to be considered as inveterate enemies ; " and that, the 
pursuit of every measure, w hereby to^/eat their prirposes, 
is strictly justifiable. 
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Straw is doubtless as necessary to make a Soldier's Tent 
comfortable, as a Mattress is to make an Officer's Tent so ; 
and both would be alike withheld if they were equally in 
our power. From the Soldier, because he waits only for 
the word of command to cut our throats, and spread deso- 
lation as far and wide as his balls and bayonet, and the 
strength of his arm will enable him to extend it. From 
the Officer, because being better bred, his mind ought to be 
impressed with a due sense of the natural and civil rights 
of mankind ; yet, nevertheless, can so steel his heart to the 
dictates of his conscience and the feelings of humanity, as 
wantonly to imbrue his hands in the blood of his innocent 
fellow-subjects, in obedience to the mandate of a petty 
Ministerial tyrant ! — For I shall never be persuaded to 
believe, that the best of Kings, my most Gracious Sover- 
eign, who, so early in life, is able to count a Royal dozen, 
can be so lost to the tender feeling of a parent, as coming 
to the knowledge of the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, that he would not, with the highest indigna- 
tion, spurn from his presence into everlasting banishment, 
the wretch who would dare to suggest, under any pretence 
whatever, the horrid thoughts of shedding the blood of his 
innocent American subjects ; who, notwithstanding all they 
have suffered from delegated power, are still earnestly de- 
sirous to be esteemed his children ; and could the malevo- 
lent tongue of slander and defamation be silenced, would 
soon become the objects of his Royal patronage : for they 
never have forfeited it, unless a forfeiture can be incurred 
by refusing to become subject to their fellow-subjects in 
power ; or to any other laws but those to which they or 
their Representatives have given their consent; and their 
firm attachment to that Constitution of Government under 
which they, or their forefathers, have lived peaceably and 
happily for more than a century past. I repeat it, there- 
fore, if blood is to be shed, it will be at the mandate of a 
petty Ministerial tyrant ! 

The officer who stoops to execute the hangman's office, 
rather than lose his commission, must and will be viewed 
in a most infamous light; whilst the soldier is beheld with 
an eye of pity and compassion, because the consequence 
of his disobedience is death without mercy. Neither straw, 
therefore, nor any other convenience that can render a 
soldier's life comfortable, is withheld from him upon any 
other principle than that of self-preservation. 

If the General requires proof of the certainty of what is 
here advanced, let him give a regular discharge to all the 
soldiers under his command, and at the hazard of my head, 
I will give himjncontestable security, that not one of them 
who is bred to labour, and is willing to work for an honest 
livelihood, but his industry shall immediately be so con- 
ducted, as to gain him from eighteen pence to three shil- 
lings sterling, for every faithful day's work he shall perform. 
For those of them that are honest, industrious manufac- 
turers, convenient room and rough materials shall be pro- 
vided for them to manufacture ; and for those who are bred 
to husbandry, and the cultivation of lands, they shall be- 
come freeholders — sufficient land shall be allotted to them — 
they shall be assisted to build their houses, and supplied 
with necessaries to begin their new Plantations. For all 
these, and more than these benefits, they shall have secu- 
rity, not from one Province only, but the whole Continent. 

Although, therefore, their profession is war and blood- 
shed, must they not shudder at the horrid thought of butch- 
ering the lives, and destroying the substance of those who 
never willingly injured them; but, on the contrary, would 
rejoice to see their circumstances as comfortable and happy 
as the friendly offices of their fellow-subjects, and their 
own industry and economy can make them. For we have 
land enough, and, therefore, room enough for a million of 
them,* 

Let not then the community be charged with "shewing 
enmity to the King's Troops." Let not their " treatment" 
of them be stigmatized as " hostile." It arises from the 
" power of necessity, a solicitor that will not be denied ; 
and, therefore, ought not to be resented. 

It is difficult to conceive how the General, when he 

* Cannot the wisdom of the Continont devise motives sufficient to 
conciliate the friendship of the Officers to the dictates of humanity, and 
convince them that they ought, for their own sakes, to become the 
defenders, and not the destroyers of Civil and Religious Liberty; sinco 
the welfare and prosperity of every well regulated society can rest 
securely upon no other foundation. 
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talked of resenting the hostile treatment of the King's 
Troops since their arrival here, could avoid reflecting that 
the complaints might, and ought to be retorted an hundred 
fold. 

Have not the inhabitants of this Continent, for years 
past, been every day defrauded (under colour of laws call- 
ed British Statutes) of money, which has been shamefully 
lavished upon some of the most worthless characters ? 
And does it not amount almost to a demonstration, that 
the baneful measure was adopted, not to Jessen the national 
debt, as has been pretended, but with a premeditated de- 
sign to plunder one part of the community, to bribe the 
other, and, by spreading general corruption, to establish 
universal slavery ? 

Have not the streets of our Capital been stained with 
the blood of its innocent inhabitants unnecessarily, and 
therefore wantonly shed by merciless military murderers ? 
Are not out liberties abridged and our Constitution subvert- 
ed to gratify the avarice and ambition of a few infamously 
distinguished parricides, who are willing, and by their con- 
duct seem desirous to see their native country ruined, pro- 
vided they may be permitted to riot in the spoils of it ? 

Does the English language afford words expressive of 
one half the hostile treatment — the cruel and unparalleled 
injuries, this Colony lias suffered within these {ew years 
past, from the Parent State ? 

Is not our capital invaded by sea and land ? — Are not 
the lives and property of its inhabitants at the mercy of 
Military and Naval Commanders ? — -Are not thousands of 
innocent persons deprived of the means of subsistence, by 
the annihilation of our Commerce ? Must not many of 
them have inevitably perished with hunger, cold, and fa- 
mine, had not their ^charitable brethren, throughout the 
Continent, come in aid of them ? 

Have we not been repeatedly threatened with an army 
of Canadian and Indian Savages to come, as soon as the 
season will permit, and invade our frontier settlements, to 
massacre the innocent inhabitants, and carry their children 
into captivity. Upon the arrival of every Vessel from 
Europe, are we not alarmed with the news of more Ships- 
of-war, and Transports with more Troops that are to be 
here in the Spring ; when an open rupture is generally 
expected ? 

Has not an unmitred, unprincipled, would-be Bishop of 
New-York, in a pamphlet, under the specious title of" A 
Friendly Address," but with all the rancour and malice of 
an infernal fiend, threatened to let loose the dogs of war, 
like so many hell-hounds, to devour us ? But let him 
beware lest the fate of Action should be verified in his 
own person. 

Britons and Americans: Suffer me, for a moment, to 
arrest your attention ; are not the facts above recited, not 
only true, but attended with innumerable circumstances of 
aggravation? Is not the provocation arising from them in 
a ratio of a million to one, compared with the provocation 
arising from the pretended hostile treatment of the King's 
Troops. 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY. 
NO. V. 

Boston, March &, 1775. 
My Friends and Countrymen : 

The question which we have been considering is, whe- 
ther we are not so far independent of the British Empire, 
as to have the exclusive right of legislation inherently and 
irrefragably in ourselves, except in the instance of regula- 
ting Trade. It would give me pain to dwell so long upon 
a subject so generally understood in its nature, importance, 
and consequences, were .it not to show to what cobweb 
reasonings the present scheme of Colony administration 
has driven its votaries; what latitudinarians they have be- 
come, in order to execute that which, in better times, the 
proudest Minister that Britain ever saw would have been 
too undaring to have projected. 

The right is so clear as to almost elude the force, of 
argumentation — -so obvious, as in spite of opposing efforts, 
to command conviction, and to rank high towards the scale 
of intuitions — so stale, as to be determined from the first 
commencement of that relation of things out of which it 
grew — so indisputable., as to be presumed, and practised 
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upon for about a century and a half, excepting in a very Navigation respecting the Colonies passed the British 
few instances of singular obliquity, by Kings, Lords, and " '' ' •' ' .•••<• .. . 

Commons, by Governours, Counsellors, and Representa- 
tives — Parliaments, and Assemblies — Britons and Ameri- 
cans.— So confirmed as to have in its favour a whole torrent 
of histories, records, motives, principles, and proceedings, 
and, wha is more, common sense atid fixed habits, so im- 
portantly sacred, that no bold venal Parliament— no daring 
mercenary intriguing Minister, excepting as above, have 
ever ventured directly to encounter it. Ambition, avarice, 
venality, corruption, faction, and tyranny have all covered 
it. — Policy, law, ingenuity, and equity have found it un- 
wieldy, and joined in ample subscriptions to its truth and 
justice. — How clear, how plain, must a. right be, attended 
with such circumstances ? — How cogent, how convincing 
the reasons which produced them ? — It has passed through, 
almost unsuspected and unobscured, the storms of tyranny 
and the fogs of faction, from James the First to a recent 
date — to the fertile exertions of some modern geniuses, 
who, by an archangel acuteness, have attempted to reverse 
the tables of eternal truth, to confound the established 
course of nature, and, by the awful splendour of an omni- 
potent Court, to extinguish the candle of human intelli- 
gence. Oh unheard of lust of power! Quid non mortalia 
pectora cogis auri sacra fames ? 

We have considered the principles, and weighed the 
motives that possessed the breasts of our British ancestors, 
and induced to their emigration hence. We have followed 
them down through their material walks, until their recep- 
tion of Letters Patent, forming them into a particular cor- 
porate body. We have examined the evidence on the 
face of those Letters, in favour of a Parliamentary inde- 
pendence. It remains that we inquire whether the same 
sentiment prevailed under the enjoyment of those Letters 
Patent, or Charters, that preceded, and was concomitant 
with their reception. 

King Charles the First was the ever memorable Prince 
from whom we received our first Charter. Soon after the 
restoration of his very pitiful son, Charles the Second, the 
history of the Massachusetts-Bay informs us — That the 
conduct of our Government respecting its rights, in an in- 
stance then under consideration, as well as in the then some 
former instances, might be well accounted for, upon the 
sentiments of some persons of influence then amongst 
them. The sentiments which this^ historian says our As- 
semblies then adopted, and were governed by in a number 
of instances, were the following, viz : That birth is no 
necessary cause of subjection ;•— -that the subjects of any 
Prince or State had a natural right to remove to any other 



Parliament, and the above historian informs us, that our 
Assembly had a difficulty in conforming to them, the rea- 
son for which, assigned in a Letter to their Agents then in 
England, was, that " they apprehend them to be an invasion 
of the rights, liberties, and properties of the subjects of his 
Majesty in the Colony, they not being represented in Par- 
liament, and according to the usual sayings of the learned 
in the Law, the Laws of England were bounded within 
the four Seas, and did not reach America." And in fact, 
as they were not then in a capacity to dispute the point, 
and vindicate their injured rights by opposing their opera- 
tion, they made provision by a Law of their own, that they 
should be observed, and operate by force derived from 
their own acts, which would have been absurd had they 
admitted the supreme authority of Parliament. 

Edward Randolph, who was a busy instrument in the 
hands of Government, and deeply interested in Colony 
affairs, in 1676, represents to the Lords of His Majesty's 
Most Honourable Privy Council, appointed a Committee 
for Trade and Plantations — " That no Law is in force or 
esteem here, but such as are made by the General Court, 
and therefore it is accounted a breach of their privileges, 
and a betraying of the liberties of their Commonwealth, 
to urge the observations of the Laws of England." 

And further, that " there was no notice taken of the Act 
of Navigation, Plantation, or any other Laws made in Eng- 
land for the regulation of Trade ;" that — " the Govern- 
ment would make the world believe they are a free State, 
and do act in all matters accordingly ; that the Magistrates 
ever reserve to themselves a power to alter any Law not 
agreeing with the absolute authority of their Government, 
acknowledging no superiour;" and that " the Governour 
had declared to him, that the Laws of Parliament obligcth 
them in nothing but what consists with the interests of the 
Colony, and that the Legislative power and authority is 
and abides with the Colony solely." This same Randolph, 
in a Letter to the Bishop of London, wherein he urges 
for a quo loarranto against their Charter, says, that " inde- 
pendence in Government is claimed and daily practised." 
Vide The publication of Papers by the late Governour 
Hutchinson. We have adduced a continued series of facts 
from an indisputable authority in this case, which proves 
beyond a doubt the sense that one of the parties had of 
our first Charter, almost from its first commencement to its 
final dissolution. Instances might be multiplied, but they 
are unnecessary to those who have not their minds steeled 
against the impressions of truth. — There are some, like 
the adder, whose deaf ear the thunder from Sinai would 



quarter of the world, and that upon their removal, their not penetrate — these must abide the consequences of their 



subjection determined and ceased ; — that the. Country to 
which they themselves had removed, was claimed and pos- 
sessed by independent Princes, whose right to the sover- 
eignty and lordship thereof had been acknowledged by 
the Kings of England ; that they^ therefore had actually 
purchased, for valuable consideration, not only the soil, 
but the dominion, the lordship" and sovereignty, of those 
Princes ; and that they had also received a Charter of 
incorporation from the King, containing a mutual compact, 
from whence arose a new kind of subjection, to which 
they were held, and from which they would never depart ; 
that this w.as what was called a voluntary civil subjection, 
arising merely from compact ; and from thence it followed 
that whatsoever could be brought into question relative to 
their subjection, must be determined by their Charter. 
. And that they were to be governed by Laws made by them- 
selves, and by Officers elected by themselves, &c. These 
were the practical political principles of our Government 
in an instance of publiek conduct, about five and thirty 
years after the granting of our first Charter, when the Pa- 
tentees themselves Tvere mostly upon the stage, and must 
be supposed to understand its tenour and meaning. There 
were instances of an earlier date, says the same historian, 
where these principles were practised upon by Govern- 
ment. A very ample testimony^of the sense of our an- 
cestors : and which shows that thje present system of popu- 
lar politicks is not the creature ofLa modern patriot brain, 
that it was embraced from the beginning, and is as old as 
the Constitution — that it grew Tip with it, and has been its 
constant companion. 

In the same arbitrary reign, several Acts" of Trade and 



obstinacy, and grope in the dark at noOn-day, until their 
feet stumble on the black mountains, clanking with chains 
and with fetters. 

The Agents who were unsuccessfully employed by this 
Province to solicit at the Court of King William the re- 
storation of our first Charter, and who, it must be presumed, 
well understood the second, being present and consulted 
upon framing of it upon its tenor and operation, gave as a 
reason for their acceptance : — " Our General Courts having, 
with the King's approbation, as much power in New-Eng- 
land as the King and Parliament have in England; they 
have all English privileges, and can be touched by no law, 
and by no tax, but of their own making." — Vide History 
of New-England. 

Upon the arrival of our present Charter, in 1692, as 
appears by the History of this Government, " The first 
Act of our Assembly was a sort of Magna Charta, assert- 
ing and setting forth as a general privilege, ' That no aid, 
tax, tallage, assessment, custom, loan, benevolence, or 
imposition whatever, shall be laid, imposed, or levied on 
any of their Majesties' subjects, or their estates, on any 
pretence whatever, but by the Act and consent of the Go- 
vernor, Council, and Representatives of the people assem- 
bled in General Court.' " The. above are a few, out of 
the many instances that might be adduced, where the sense 
of our ancestors, in a continued and uniform succession of 
events, is clear, full, and to the point. Could these, and 
similar instances, have escaped the extensive reading of 
the fair, of the impartial, and modest Massachusettensis 1 
Especially as they are related by his favourite author, " his 
setting Sun ?" Could he have read them, and yet, con- 
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sistent with that tremendous~regard to truth and rigid im- 
partiality which he every where superabundantly professes, 
with serious solemnity declare, that " the denial of our being 
subject to the authority of the British Parliament is new. 
And that it is beyond a doubt, that it was the sense, both of 
the Parent State and our ancestors, that they were to remain 
subject to Parliament ?" — And, "that if a person had, some 
fifteen years ag67 undertaken to prove that the Colonies 
were annexed to the Realm, were a part of the British 
Empire or Dominion, and, as such, subject to the authority 
of the British Parliament, he would have acted as ridicu- 
lous a part as to have undertaken to prove a self-evident 
proposition. — And had any person denied it, he would have 
been called a fool, or madman." Pause, my friends. 

You may learn from this instance, the great facility of 
bare assertions without proof, as well as the persuasive air 
and graceful talent at making them — if misrepresentations 
can be graceful. 

If the apprehension of the King, who was the other 
party to our Charter, and the sense of the Nation, at the 
time it was granted, coincided with the sentiments of our 
predecessors, it must exclude all doubt respecting our sub- 
jection ; every quibbling mouth must be stopped from the 
irresistible conviction of the heart — and every honest man 
become an advocate for our exemption from the supreme 
authority of the British Parliament. To this, my coun- 
trvmen, permit me to ask your close and candid attention. 

The Colonies in general are in the same predicament. 
The independence of one will prove the independence of 
all.* It may not be altogether impertinent to take a gene- 
ral survey of the doctrines and principles that formed the 
temper of the times in the reign of Charles the First. The 
ideas of British Government were founded upon the feu- 
dal system of policy, introduced by our Saxon auxiliaries, 
who, after subduing the Kingdom, divided the land among 
individuals in proportion to their rank and degree ; and 
every man who by this division became a Freeholder, was 
then a Member of their Witten Gemote, or Parliament, 
This feudal polity was universally received, improved, and 
established in England, by the arbitrary will of the Norman 
Conqueror and his powerful Barons. In consequence of 
which it became a fundamental maxim and necessary prin- 
ciple in the English Constitution, " that the King was the 
universal Lord and original proprietor of all the lands in 
his Kingdom ; and that no man doth, or can possess any 
part of it, but what was mediately or immediately derived 
as a gift from him, to be held upon feudal services." This 
scheme of policy, as it respected theKing's prerogatives, con- 
tinued down until the Statutes of the 12th Charles II., Cap. 
21, by which all its branches were lopped off at one blow, 
and in the reign of William the Third, of glorious memo- 
ry, by the Revolution principles, was torn up root and 
trunk, and the whole tables of power and property re- 
versed. The policy and principles of their Whten Gemote, 
or Parliament, which contained the life and soul of the 
English Constitution, survived unimpaired this general 
wreck of preposterous prerogatives. The Nation viewed 
the power of Parliament as only extending to those assem- 
bled therein personally or by Representatives, and assent- 
ing to Law r s so made. They must have considered, to be 
consistent with themselves, an extension of the authority 
of this Assembly to those who have no voice, connection, 
or influence therein, as unnatural, unjust, and repugnant to 
the first principles and policy of their Constitution. Charles 
the First, taught by the examples of his predecessors, and 
confirmed in his errour by his Court sycophants, attempted 
to govern the Nation by the terrors of Royalty, and the 
absurd doctrine of a Divine, indefeasible right. In the 
reign of his father, James the First, the Judges of England 
determined that the King had a right to levy taxes, called 
tonnage and poundage, without the consent of Parliament. 
Charles, like an absolute monarch, governed the Nation 
eleven years without his Commons. For a long time he 
had exacted tonnage, poundage, ship-money impositions, 
with other arbitrary taxes, and exercised the right of selling 
monopolies, requiring benevolences, loans, &;c, against the 

* By ind['p?ndence is not meant any thing inconsistent with the strict, 
est allegiance or subjection to our gracious Sovereign, who glories in 
being born a Briton— the brightest gem in whose crown is to rule in the 
hearts, and reign over Freemen ; or inconsistent with that authority of 
Parliament necessaTy for the regulation of Trade, the rectitude and 
fitness of which w& cheerfully acknowledge. 



repeated remonstrances of the Natron. The claiming of 
these rights, and contending for these prerogatives, was 
what finally cost him his Crown, and that head which was 
unworthy to wear it. Ship-money was the tax unauthor- 
ized by Parliament, in which the famous Hampden stood 
forth as a champion for the people. The cause was argued 
in the Court of Exchequer, before all the Judges of Eng- 
land. Hampden was cast — the Nation roused — and the 
struggle for Liberty soon began. 

Can any one suppose, without doing violence to common 
sense, that a King, contending for such a plenitude of 
power, in which he w^as supported by the examples of his 
predecessors, and the solemn adjudication of his Judges ; 
possessing such principles, of which he was so tenacious as 
to seal them with his own blood and the blood of his 
favourites, meant to imply, In a Charter given to our ances- 
tors, where he grants and yields to them and their suc- 
cessors, that they and every one of them shall be free and 
quit from all taxes, subsFcIies, and customs in New-England, 
for the space of seven years, and from all taxes and Im- 
positions for the space oFtwenty-one years, upon all Goods 
and Merchandise, ^it any time or times hereafter, either 
upon importation thither, or exportation from thence, &tc. — 
I say meant to imply that after the expiration of those terms, 
they should be liable to impositions and taxes from Parlia- 
ment, and not from = jiimj|eJf, (as he considered in some 
cases his subjects in EngTand,) independent of Parliament, 
or rather, that during these terms he would not himself re- 
quire us to grant him any subsidies, aids, &c. Can any 
person imagine this ? Was Massachusettcnsis serious when 
he said it? Thus we_ have an argument, a priori, the 
granting of our first Chaner, of the sense of the grantor, 
as we had with respect to our ancestors. 

I am not yet done jvvith this clause, which, we are told 
with an air of merriment, is rather an unfavourable circum- 
stance for those who call the three-penny duty on Tea 
unconstitutional. If the King has considered this Colony 
as a part of the British Empire, and subject to the author- 
ity of Parliament, would he, could he by his own authority, 
have exempted it from_ taxes for seven or twenty years ? 
If he could grant to one part of the British Empire to be 
free and quit from taxes, for the same reason he might to 
any and every part, and so lay the whole expense of Go- 
vernment upon a few individuals. If he could do this for 
seven or twenty years, for the same reason he might for 
seventy or seventy times seventy. This proves to demon- 
stration, either that Charles the First apprehended, how- 
ever the fact might he, that this Colony was not a part of 
the British Empire, ur if it was, that it was not within the 
jurisdiction of Parliament. He undoubtedly viewed us as 
holding our lands of him as Lord paramount, according to 
the fictitious doctrinejjf the feudal system, and the Parlia- 
ment strangers to t he tran saction. 

If it should be sajrrj, although this clause does not im- 
ply the right in Parliament, yet it proves a right in the 
King to tax us, and we had as good be under the arbitrary 
power of the formeiyas subject to the will or caprice of the 
latter; we answer, that the : present question is not what is 
best, but what is nrfeaHty the fact — not concerning the 
power of the King, but the right of Parliament. How- 
ever, it is infinitely Fetter to have but one tyrant than a 
million. We should have no objection to the King's tax- 
ing us by our own Assemblies. But these matters we will 
consider when we come to them; at present they are 
nothing to the purpose. " 

"In 1621, when the Commons proposed a bill to James 
the First, for the freeJEQierty of fishing and fishing voyages, 
to be made and performed on the sea-coasts and places of 
Neivfoundland, Virginia-, and New-Engfand, and other 
Countries, and parts of America." the Secretary of State 
was sent by His Majesty with the following declaration to 
the House of Cotfrrnnp:, Tiz : "America is not annexed 

to the Realm, nor witliii] the jurisdiction of Parliament ; 

you have, therefore, rro Tight to interfere :" and forthis rea- 
son the bill was crushed, _Jn like manner, when a bill re- 
specting America was^offered by the two Houses of Par- 
liament to King Charles the First, (the very Prince who 
granted our Charter,) for his Royal assent, he refused it, 
giving as a reason, " that the Colonies were without the 
Realm and jurisdiction of Parliament." This needs no 
comment. "" 
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This same King, in a Commission to the Right Reve- 
rend Father in God, the Archbishop of Canterbury, with a 
number of others, forming them into a .Committee for Re- 
gulating of Plantations, after premising that divers of his 
subjects, with their exceeding industry and charge, had de- 
duced great numbers of English subjects into several Colo- 
nies, in several places of the world, either altogether desert 
and unpeopled, or enjoyed by savage and barbarous Na- 
tions, gives of his mere grace to the said Commissioned, 
the following powers of protection and Government, over 
all English Colonies already planted, or that may in future 
be planted, viz : Power to make Laws, Ordinances, and Con- 
stitutions, concerning the publict ..state of the said Colo- 
nies or individuals. — Power for ordering and directing them 
in their demeanour towards foreign Princes and their sub- 
jects, towards ourselves and our subjects, within any foreign 
parts, beyond seas, during their voyages upon the seas, or 
to and from the same. — Power to Inflict punishment on 
alLoffenders, violators of Constitutions and Ordinances, by 
imprisonment, restraint, or by loss of life or member. — To 
remove all Governours and Presidents from their places, 
and to appoint others in their stead ; to punish them by a 
deprivation of their Provinces, or pecuniary mulcts. — Power 
to ordain and constitute Judges, Magistrates, Tribunals, 
Courts of justice, forms of judicature, and manner of pro- 
cess, in all cases, civil or criminal.— Power to alter, revoke, 
and repeal, all the laws and ordinances, although they may 
have had our Royal assent ; to make new ones, and to new 
and growing evils and perils, to apply new remedies, in such 
manner and so often as unto you shall appear necessary and 
expedient. — And power to hear anddetermine all complaints 
against the whole bodies of the Colonies themselves, or 
any Governour, and to demand delinquent Governours to 
England, or into any other part, according to your discre- 
tion, and also to revoke Charters, if not duly obtained, or 
if hurtful to our Crown and Royal prerogatives ; and to do 
all other things which shall be necessary for the wholesome 
government and protection of the, said Colonies, and our 
people therein abiding," &.c. 8cc._&tc._ 

This was the very Prince who granted our Charter. If 
the British Parliament had been a Court, in the apprehen- 
sion of this King, which bad cognizance of those matters, 
would he have erected another, with all the powers that 
Parliament possess over any part of the British Empire 
for these regulations ? Or, if in apprebension of the British 
Parliament themselves, would theyliave acquiesced in, and 
submitted to the exercise of such powers ? Could the 
most absolute King that ever swayed the British Sceptre, 
have exercised such powers over any part of the Empire 
that was within the jurisdiction of_.Parliament ? Has the 
Grand Monarch more authority ? Does not this prove 
beyond a contradiction, that Charles the First viewed the 
Colonies as independent of the Empire, and exempt from 
the authority of Parliament, even in the matter of regula- 
ting Trade ? Lay your hand upon your breast, and let con- 
science answer. 

In the reign of Charles the Second, several Acts passed 
abridging Trade with foreign Countries, and imposing duties 
upon several branches of Commeice„between the Colonies, 
for the express purpose of regulating Trade, as the preamble 
of the Acts themselves demonstrate, and not to raise a Re- 
venue to the Crown by the authority of Parliament. Vir- 
ginia considered even these as grievances, and sent Agents 
to England to remonstrate against taxes and impositions 
being laid upon the Colony by the. authority of Parliament. 

This produced a declaration from the King, under the 
Privy SeaT, asserting that " Taxes ought not to be laid upon 
the inhabitants and proprietors of the Colony but by the 
common consent of the General Assembly of the Colony." 
Accordingly, this Monarch, when a permanent Revenue for 
the support of Civil Government in Virginia was deemed 
necessary, did not attempt it by Parliamentary authority, 
but applied to their General Assembly ; and an Act passed 
under the Great Seal, in which it was enacted, "by the 
King's most Excellent Majesty," by and with the consent 
of the Cojony of Virginia, &tc. .This Act granted a duty 
on Tobacco, for the support of Civil Government, which 
is still paid by virtue of it. Had this Colony been a part 
of the British Empire, in the apprehension of the King, 
he could not have become a part of their Legislative 
authority, in making a law to tax the people there. This 



would involve the political solecism, with a witness, of im- 
perium in imperio ; the King, Lords, and Commons form- 
ing the only Legislative power over the British Empire. 
The Parliament passing this affair over sub silentio, shows 
sufficiently their apprehension of the matter. In these 
instances, the sense of Charles the First, of his immediate 
predecessor, and successor ; three successive Kings, privy 
in the order of events to our emigration, incorporation, and 
legislation under that incorporation, is as clear, and as full 
as words or actions could make them. 

It is obvious to observe here, that a compact, or an agree- 
ment between parties, is only the mutual assent or consent 
of their minds, touching something which is the subject 
matter of their contract. The writing upon parchment or 
paper, is only the evidence of this assent. The agreement 
is, in the language of the learned, aggregatio mentium in 
realiqua facta vel facienda. 

Make, my friends, a recollective pause. Permit me to 
ask you the following simple questions : Does not the King 
of England hold his Crown by compact ? Is not the rela- 
tion that is subsisting between him and his subjects in 
Great Britain, founded upon compact ? Is not the rela- 
tion that is subsisting between us and Great Britain, found- 
ed upon compact? Was not our Charter the evidence 
of this compact ? Was it not the sense of King Charles 
the First, and of our ancestors, the parties to this Charter, 
that this Colony was not a part of the Empire, and should 
not be subject to the authority of Parliament ? Is not this 
sense of the parties, the very essence and vitals of the 
compact ? Were we not, then, upon the reception of our 
Charter, independent of the Supreme power of the Parent 
State ? And are we not so now, of course, unless some 
subsequent transaction has united us ? If you cannot an- 
swer all these questions clearly in the affirmative, I have 
only this favour to ask, which you cannot reasonably deny 
me, that you carefully review our past reasonings upon 
those subjects, with minds open to conviction ; reconsider 
adduced facts fairly in their nature, tendency, and circum- 
stances ; and deliberately revolving the whole process in 
your own breast, judging for yourselves, yield your assent 
wherever the evidence preponderates. 

You will excuse me, my fellow-countrymen, for having 
carried you into this dry detail of historical matters — mat- 
ters that are well known — that have been often repeated. 
My design was to stir up your pure minds, by way of 
remembrance, when you are told, with an air of seriousness 
bordering upon devotion, that the Colonies have always 
been considered by the British Nation, and by the Colonists 
themselves, until within these few years, as within the juris- 
diction of Parliament ; a representation as remote from 
truth, as was ever propagated by the tongue of man, or the 
pen of prostitution ; at a time when Royal Charters, Na- 
tional Faith, and the eternal principle of justice, on which 
they are founded, are puffed away by a British Senate, as 
motes and straws floating in the air ; and the civil and na- 
tural rights of as loyal a people as ever breathed God's air, 
or trod his earth, all prostrate at the feet of a Minister of 
State, are by his ****»*****»**, wantonly trampled 
under foot. 

It is unnecessary to say any thing to rouse the Americans. 
That man must be dead — past reanimating, who is not 
wide awake. He would discharge a kinder office, was there 
not danger of our dozing too long, who would administer 
political opiates, to render us, if possible, insensible of the 
cruel, barbarous, distressing, horrid oppressions we suffer, 
and unfeeling to the studied indignities that are offered us ; 
that would enable us to suppress the emotions and ebulli- 
tions of an English heart ; and by our spirit and firmness, 
moderation and forbearance, form a paradox which rrone 
but Americans can solve ; keeping our swords in their scab- 
bards, unless urgent necessity, or self-preservation should 
call them forth, and sheath them elsewhere, 

From the County of Hampshire. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN NEW-YOHK, 
DATED LONDON, MARCH 2, 1775. 

The friends of America, on the arrival of the Packet, 
were much alarmed at a report, that New-York was dis- 
affected to the common cause, and determined to break the 
Resolves of the Congress, especially that of non-importa- 
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tion ; however, we had the pleasure, from the best accounts, 
to find it otherwise, and that we had little reason to fear 
the late Resolutions of your Assembly would produce any 
change in your proceedings. I have now to inform you 
that, notwithstanding all we could do, the Fishery Bill was 
yesterday read the third time, and passed the House of 
Commons, whereby a stop is to be put to all the Fisheries 
on the first of July, except the Whale Fishery, which is 
to be continued to the first of November. Every impartial 
man must, in his heart, condemn a Bill so replete with in- 
humanity and cruelty ; and it will be an everlasting stain 
on the annals of our pious Sovereign, who, from the best 
accounts, is the grand promoter of these proceedings. We 
hope the firmness of your countrymen will evince to all 
the world your just sense of measures so unjust; and will, 
in due season, retort them with vengeance, on the guilty 
heads of the enemies of the British Empire. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON TO A GENTLEMAN 
IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED MARCH 3, 1775. 

Lest you should not have a true idea of Lord North's 
design in his motion, I send you the enclosed paper,* 
which gives a pretty just account of what he said on the 
occasion, and shows plainly it was planned to divide the 
Colonies, as well as the friends of Liberty here ; in both of 
which I hope he will be deceived. The Bill against the 
four New-England Governments, of which you have had 
a copy, will finally pass the House of Commons this day, 
and is to take place the first day of July next. You may 
rely upon it, that in a few days another Bill will be brought 
into the House of Commons, to prohibit the other Colonies 
from any commercial intercourse with each other, and to 
confine their Trade in every individual article to Great 
Britain, Ireland, and the British West Indies only. My 
best information tells me, that General Gage is still to' con- 
tinue in Massachusetts-Bay ; some of the Troops going 
from hence and Ireland are for Boston, the others for New- 
York, where they have, it is said, been requested to be 
sent, by Delancy and his band of traitors — Cooper, White, 
Colden, and Watts — to aid them in securing New-York 
for the Ministry. This, it seems, they have undertaken 
to do, with Military assistance. 

New-York is to be a place of Arms, and Provisions are 
to be provided there for support of the Army in New- 
England; at the same time they hope, by having posses- 
sion of New- York, to prevent any assistance from Virgi- 
nia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and the other Southern 
Colonies, going to New-England, of which they are very 
apprehensive. I hope there is virtue enough in the peo- 
ple of New- York to defeat this scheme, and that they will 
banish from their society the heads, at least, of the traitors, 
before the Troops get there to back them, which cannot 
be sooner than the last of May. 

I do not see occasion to advise what is best to be done 
in the present situation of things, because if you mean to 
continue Freemen, resistance, even to the last extremity, 
must be made, and, if with united efforts, it will, in my 
opinion, assuredly be successful. If you are willing to be 
Slaves, you are only to submit at once, and wear your chains 
quietly. 

I do not entertain the least doubt of your persevering in 
so noble a contest, and with proper application the Colony 
of New-York will, I think, join you heartily. 



EARL OF DARTMOUTH TO THE GOVERNOUR OF GEORGIA. 

Whitehall, March 3, 1775. 

Sir: I have received your letters of the 19th and 20th 
of December, the latter numbered thirty-five, and have laid 
them before the King. But having nothing in command 
from His Majesty thereupon, I have only to lament, that 
• His Majesty's subjects in Georgia, who have hitherto, in 
general, shown so great respect for the Mother Country, 
and loyalty to the King, should have, at length, manifested 
a disposition to adopt the sentiments, and follow the ill ex- 
ample, of then-neighbours. But I trust that the measures 
I have taken for your support, and the zeal and alacrity of 
the King's Officers, and of those gentlemen who you say 
stand forth in the maintenance of the publick peace, will 

* See Vol. I, Folio 1600, Note. 



have the effect to prevent the Sons of Liberty, as they are 
called, from committing themselves in any act of violence. 

I find, by a letter from Mr. Cooper to Mr. Pownall, that 
the Lords of the Treasury have had under their considera- 
tion, the proposition which you transmitted some years ago, 
in the shape of a Bill for better collecting His Majesty's Quit 
Rents. They seem, however, to be of opinion, that the 
provisions of an Act of the Province of North- Carolina for 
the same purpose, which they have had before them, are 
better calculated to answer the object in view than the Bill 
you recommended ; and principally, because it enacts, that 
no Patent, Deed, or Conveyance of Land shall be held va- 
lid, unless enrolled in the manner the Act directs; whereas, 
in your Bill, the enrollment is enforced merely by penalty. 
I therefore think fit to send you a copy of the North- 
Carolina Act; that, by comparing the two together, you 
may be enabled to frame and pass such a law, as shall cor- 
respond with the sentiments of that Board. 

I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Dartmouth. 

Sir James Wright, Baronet, Georgia. 



FROM THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH TO THE GOVERNOURS OF 

THE SEVERAL COLONIES. 

[ Private. ] Whitehall, March 3, 1775. 

Sir : It is fit that I should acquaint you that the Reso- 
lutions of the House of Commons, which accompanies my 
separate despatch, passed in the Committee by a majority 
of two hundred and seventy-four to eighty-eight ; and was 
received and agreed to by the House without a division. 
And, indeed, the great majorities which have appeared in 
both Houses, upon every question that has been proposed 
for maintaining the supremacy of Parliament, is such an 
evidence of the general sense of the Nation upon that sub- 
ject, as must show how little ground there has been far 
those assurances which have been artfully held out to the 
Americans of support here, in the dangerous conduct they 
have adopted ; and convince them that there neither can, nor 
will be any the least relaxation from those measures which 
that conduct has made indispensably necessary for redu- 
cing the Colonies to the constitutional authority of Parlia- 
ment. I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Dartmouth. 
His Honour the Lieutenant Governour of 
South- Carolina. 



FROM THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH TO THE GOVERNOUR OF 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Whitehall, March 3, 1775. 

Sir: By the mail of the last New-York Packet, I re- 
ceived your despatch of the 30th January, and have laid 
it before the King; but as my Circular Letter to you of 
this date, enclosing the Resolution of the House of Com- 
mons on the 20th of February, contains such instructions 
as have been thought fit to be given to His Majesty's Go- 
vernours in the Colonies, in the present situation of affairs, 
I have not any particular commands from the King to sig- 
nify to you thereupon. 

1 am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Dartmouth. 

Deputy Governour Penn. 



FROM THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH TO THE GOTElNOURS OF 
THE COLONIES. 

Whitehall, February 22, 1775. 

Sir : Enclosed I send you, by the King's command, a 
Joint Address of both Houses of Parliament to His Majes- 
ty, upon a consideration of the Papers which had been 
communicated to them relative to the state of the Ameri- 
can Colonies, together with His Majesty's most gracious 
answer to the said Address. 

I likewise send you a printed copy of a Bill brought into 
the House of Commons, for Restraining the Trade and 
Fisheries of the four New-England Governments for a 
limited time ; together with a copy of a Resolution declara- 
tory of the sense of Parliament upon the subject of Taxa- 
tion, which Resolution was moved in the Committee on 
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Monday last, and carried by a majority of two hundred and 
seventy-four to eighty-eight. 

As these two measures are as yet in the first stages only 
of consideration, and as the Bill may possibly admit, in its 
further progress, of some alteration, I shall only say upon 
them, that I flatter myself that the firm determination of 
Parliament to preserve the Colonies in a due dependance 
upon this Kingdom, tempered with the justice and mode- 
ration expressed in the last Resolution of the Committee, 
will have the effect to produce such a conduct on the part 
of the Colonies as shall lead to a restoration of the publick 
tranquillity. 

I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Dartmouth. 

Deputy Governour of Pennsylvania. 



FROM THE EARL_OF DARTMOUTH TO THE GOVERNOURS OF 

THE COLONIES. 

[Separate] Whitehall, March 3, 1775. 

Sir: You will have seen, in the King's Answer to the 
Joint Address of both Houses of Parliament, on the 7th of 
February, (which Address and Answer have been already 
transmitted to you,) how much attention His Majesty was 
graciously pleased to give to the assurance held out in that 
Address, of the readiness of Parliament to afford every just 
and reasonable indulgence to the Colonies, whenever they 
should make a proper application, on the ground of any 
real grievance they might have to complain of; and there- 
fore I have the less occasion now to enlarge upon the satis- 
faction it hath given His Majesty to see that Address fol- 
lowed by the enclosed Resolution of the House of Com- 
mons, which, whatever may be the effect of it, (I trust a 
happy one,) will forever remain an evidence of their jus- 
tice and moderation, and manifest the temper which has 
accompanied their deliberations upon that question, which 
lias been the source of so much disquiet to His Majesty's 
subjects in America, and the pretence of acts of such crimi- 
nal disorder and disobedience. 

His Majesty ardently wishes to see a reconciliation of 
the unhappy difference which has produced those disor- 
ders, through every means by which it may be obtained, 
without prejudice to the just authority of Parliament, which 
His Majesty will never suffer to be violated ; approves the 
Resolution of his faithful Commons, and commands me to 
transmit it to you, not doubting that this happy disposition 
to comply with every just and reasonable wish of the King's 
subjects in America, will meet with such a return of duty 
and affection on their part, as will lead to a happy issue of 
the present disputes, and to a re-establishment of the pub- 
lick tranquillity, on those grounds of equity, justice, and 
moderation, which the Resolution holds forth. 

The King'has the greater satisfaction in this Resolution, 
and the greater confidence in the good effects of it, from 
having seen that, amidst all the intemperance into which a 
people, jealous of their liberties, have been unfortunately 
misled, they have nevertheless avowed the justice, the 
equity, and the propriety of subjects of the same State con- 
tributing, according to their abilities and situation, to the 
Publick Burdens; and I think I am warranted in saying 
that this Resolution holds no proposition beyond that. 

I am unwilling to suppose that any of the King's sub- 
jects in the Colonies can have so far forgot the benefits 
they have received from the Parent State, as not to ac- 
knowledge that it is to her support, held forth at the ex- 
pense of her blood and treasure, that they principally owe 
that secqffty which hath raised them to their present state 
of opulence and importance. In this situation, therefore, 
justice requires that they should, in return, contribute, ac- 
cording to their abilities, to the common defence ; and their 
own welfare and interest demand that their Civil Establish- 
ment should be supported with a becoming dignity. 

It has been the care, and, I am persuaded, it is the firm 
determination of Parliament to see that both these ends 
are answered ; and their wisdom and moderation have sug- 
gested the propriety of leaving to each Colony to judge of 
the ways and means of making due provision for these pur- 
poses, reserving to themselves a discretionary power of ap- 
proving or disapproving what shall be offered. 

The Resolution neither points out what the Civil Estab- 
lishment should be, nor demands any specific sum in aid 



of the Publick Burdens. In both these respects it leaves 
full scope for that justice and liberality which may be ex- 
pected from Colonies that, under all their prejudices, have 
never been wanting in expressions of an affectionate attach- 
ment to the Mother Country, and a zealous regard for the 
welfare of the British Empire; and therefore the King 
trusts that the provision they will engage to make for the 
support of Civil Government, will be adequate to the rank 
and station of every necessary Officer, and that the sum to 
be given in contribution to the common defence, will be 
offered on such terms, and proposed in such a way, as to 
increase or diminish, according to the Publick Burdens of 
this Kingdom are from time to time augmented or reduced, 
in so far as those Burdens consist, of Taxes and Duties, 
which are not a security for the National Debt. By such 
a mode of contribution, the Colonies will have full security 
that they can never be required to tax themselves, without 
Parliament's taxing the subjects of this Kingdom in a far 
greater proportion ; and there can be no doubt that any 
proposition of this nature, made by any of the Colonies, 
and accompanied with such a state of their facilities and 
abilities, as may evince the equity of the proposal, will be 
received with every possible indulgence, provided it be, at 
the same time, unaccompanied with any declaration, and 
unmixed with any claims which will make _h impossible 
for the King, consistent with his own dignity, or for Parlia- 
ment, consistent with their constitutional rights, to receive it. 
But I will not suppose that any of the Colonies will, after 
this example of the temper and moderation of Parliament, 
adopt such a conduct; on the contrary, I will cherish a 
pleasing hope that the publick peace will be restored, and 
that the Colonies, forgetting all other trivial and groundless 
complaint which ill humour hath produced, will enter into 
the consideration of the Resolution of the House of Com- 
mons with that calmness and deliberation which the impor- 
tance of it demands, and with that good will and inclination 
to a reconciliation which are due to the candour and justice 
with which Parliament has taken up this business, and at 
once declare to the Colonies what will be ultimately ex- 
pected from them. 

I have already said that the King entirely approves the 
Resolution of the House of Commons, and His Majesty 
commands me to say, that a compliance therewith by the 
General Assembly of New-York, [which has already 
shewn so good a disposition towards a reconciliation with 
the Mother Country,*] will be most graciously considered 
by His Majesty, not only as a testimony of their reverence 
for Parliament, but also as a mark of their duty and attach- 
ment to their Sovereign, who has no object nearer to his 
heart than the peace and prosperity of his subjects in every 
part of his Dominions. At the sarne time Jiis Majesty 
considers himself bound by every tie to exert those means 
the Constitution has placed in his hands, for preserving 
that Constitution entire, and to resist with firmness every 
attempt to violate the rights of Parliament, to distress and 
obstruct the lawful Commerce of his subjects ; and to en- 
courage in the Colonies ideas of independence, mxjonsistent 
with their connection with this Kingdom. 

I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Dartmouth. 

Governour of Nevj-Yorlc. 



Copy of a Resolution of the House of Commons, 21th 
February, 1775, enclosed by the EarJ of Dartmouth, 
in his Circular Letter to the Governours of the Colo- 
nies, dated March 'J, 1775. 

Resolved, That when the Governour, Council and As- 
sembly, or General Court of any of His Majesty's Provin- 
ces or Colonies in America, shall propose to make provi- 
sion according to the condition, circumstances and situation 
of such Province or Colony, for contributing their propor- 
tion to the common defence, (such pToportioh to be raised 
under the authority of the General. CourL:or__General As- 
sembly of such Province or Colony, and disposable by 
Parliament,) and shall engage to make provision also for 
the support of the Civil Government, and the Administra- 
tion of Justice in such Province or Colony, it will be 
proper, if such proposal shall be approved by His Majesty 
and the two Houses of Parliament, and for so long as such 

* These words were omitted in the Letters to the other Colonies. 
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provision shall be made accordingly, to forbear in respect of 
such Province or Colony, to levy any Duty, Tax or Assess- 
ment, or to impose any further Duty, Tax or Assessment, 
except only sqch Duties as it may be expedient to continue 
to levy, or to impose for the regulation of Commerce ; the 
net produce of the Duties last mentioned to be carried 
to the account of such Province or Colony respectively 



EARL OF DARTMOUTH TO THE GOVERNOUR OP NEW-FORK. 

[Private] Whitehall, March 3, 1775. 

Sir : My separate despatch of this day's date, enclosing 
a Resolution of the House of Commons, may be ostensibly 
of use in case the General Assembly should think fit to 
take up the consideration of that Resolution ; but it is fit I 
should observe to you that it is not His Majesty's intention, 
for very obvious reasons, that you should officially commu- 
nicate it to them; at the same time as I think it cannot fail 
to be an object of discussion in the Assembly, I must add 
that the King considers that the good effect of it will, in a- 
great measure, depend upon your ability and address in a 
proper explanation of it to those whose situation and con- 
nections may enable them to give facility to the measures 
it points to. And His Majesty has no doubt that you will 
exert every endeavour to induce such a compliance on the 
part of the Assembly, as may correspond with His Majes- 
ty's ideas of their justice, and his earnest wishes to see a 
happy restoration of the publick tranquillity. 

I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Dartmouth. 

Lientenant Governcrar of New- York. 



FROM THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH TO THE G0VERN0UR OF 
NEW-YORK. 

Whitehall, March 4, 1775. 

Sir: The American Packets having been detained a 
few days beyond the usual time of their sailing, gives me 
an opportunity of acquainting you, that your despatch of 
the first of February has been received, and of assuring 
you that the sentiments of duty to the King, and wishes 
of a reconciliation with the Mother Country, so fully ex- 
pressed in the Addresses of the Council and Assembly, in 
answer to your very prudent and proper Speech to them, 
have been very graciously received by His Majesty, and 
have given general satisfaction to all ranks of people in 
this Kingdom. 

I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Dartmouth. 

Lieutenant Governour Colden. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON, TO A GENTLEMAN 
IN NEW-YORK, DATED MARCH 4, 1775. 

The news which the Packet brought us of the conduct 
of the people of New- York, has filled every heart with 
joy, and employed every tongue in your praise. Even 
faction itself admires in sullen silence. Pursue the same 
line of mild and prudent counsel and conduct, and you 
will secure the liberties of your Country, and obtain im- 
mortal gratitude from the posterity of even your rivals. 

I am glad you anticipated Lord North's proposition, as 
your honour will be so much the higher. Whatever the 
enemies of both Countries may say, the Resolution which 
was moved for by Lord North, is founded on the truest 
policy and benevolence. While it reserves and maintains 
the just and necessar) r sovereign!}' of Parliament, it invites 
the Colonists to an amicable settlement of the dispute. 
It draws a strong line between the seditious and honest 
(the misguided) citizen, and, while it leaves the former to 
be checked by the sword of justice, leads the latter to obe- 
dience, by granting him all the indulgence he could ask with 
safety to his own happiness. It blends that firmness and 
benevolence which are always united in the counsels of a 
prudent Legislature. 

Such is the proposed Resolution ; which Opposition will, 
without doubt, outrageously censure and traduce, because 
it will destroy their sanguine hopes of success, by tending 
to allay popular discontents, and renew the friendship of 
Great Britain and her Colonies. ' They foresee, with all 
the bitterness of envy, the triumph of their rivals, and 



sicken at the prospect of that publick tranquillity, over the 
imaginary destruction of which they smiled with malignant 
joy. — In the rage of disappointment, they forgot the ne- 
cessary appearance of consistency, and charge the same 
Administration with timidity and an ignorant retreat, which 
they, but yesterday, censured with obstinate perseverance 
and inflexible severity. The former accusation is as ground- 
less as the latter. Administration pursues the equitable 
and honourable line between both extremes, equally remote 
from undistinguishing impetuosity and wavering irresolu- 
tion. The proposition in question discovers not the faint- 
est colour of a resignation of Parliamentary authority, or 
sacrifice of its dignity. 

The proposals of the Colonies, which it invites, are to 
be made by their Assemblies. The contested question 
about the right of taxation is to cease, with respect to such 
Province or Colony as shall propose to make provision by 
its Assembly, according to its situation and circumstances, 
for contributing its proportion to the common defence, and 
for the support of the Civil Government, and the Admin- 
istration of Justice within itself. 

By this salutary measure, therefore, the necessity and 
just authority of Parliament will be preserved, and the 
Americans gratified in their wish of being taxed by their 
own Representatives. The Legislature will still possess 
the unalienable power of commanding and employing the 
strength of the State in the common defence ; and the 
Colonies enjoy the privilege of levying taxes in such modes 
as are most expedient and agreeable to themselves. While 
they cheerfully contribute their proportion for the support 
of their own Civil Establishment, and the general preserva- 
tion and defence of the Empire, no taxes will be attempted 
to be levied on them but what are imposed by their own 
Representatives. When they refuse to fulfil their engage- 
ments, and will not assist in bearing the common burden=, 
Parliament will then only interfere, and exert that power 
which must necessarily reside in the Supreme Legislature, 
of obliging all the subjects of the State to co-operate for 
its preservation and defence. 

By this measure, therefore, Parliament will give a new 
and honourable proof, that its decisions are guided by be- 
nevolence and fortitude : that when it sends forth the 
sword of justice to restrain and punish the factious, it 
extends also the most reasonable! and friendly proposals to 
invite the good, though deluded citizen, to peace and re- 
conciliation. 



CHOWAN COUNTY (NORTH-CAROLINA) COMMITTEE. 

March 4, 1775. 

The Committee met at the House of Capt. James Sum- 
ner, and the gentlemen appointed at a former meeting of 
Directors, to promote subscriptions for the encouragement 
of Manufactures, informed the Committee that the sum of 
Eighty Pounds Sterling was subscribed by the inhabitants 
of this County for that laudable purpose. The Committee, 
taking into consideration the manner in which said sum 
may be applied, so as to redound, to the utility of this 
Province in general, and to this County in particular, re- 
solved, that the sum of Forty Pounds Sterling be paid 
by the Chairman of the Committee to any person who 
shall, in eighteen months from the date hereof, first make in 
this Province, or cause to be therein made, under his direc- 
tion, five hundred pair of Wool Cards, such as usually 
cost One Shilling and Three Pence Sterling, in Great 
Britain ; and five hundred pair of good CottofLCards, such 
as usually cost Two Shillings and Six Pence Sterling in 
Great Britain, which the Committee hereby oblige them- 
selves to purchase and pay, ready money, for, at the rate 
of Two Shillings Sterling for the Wool Cards, and Three 
Shillings Sterling a pair for the Cotton Cards ; and it is 
expected that the person entitled to such premiums shall 
furnish them at that price. The quality and price that 
such Cards usually cost in Great Britain to be submitted 
to the Committee. 

The Committee also offer a premium of Forty Pounds 
Sterling, to be paid by the Chairman of the Committee, to 
the person who shall first make for sale, in this Province, two 
thousand pounds of good Steel, fit for edged tools. The 
Committee are apprehensive the premiums here offered 
are too inconsiderable to induce any person to attempt the 
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above branches of business ; but they flatter themselves that 
the other Counties in this Province, stimulated by the same 
laudable motives to promote industry, one of the primary 
sources of virtue and wealth, may join them, in order that 
the above branches of Manufacture may be effectually 
carried into execution ; in which case, it is hoped the Com- 
mittees of such Counties as are desirous to contribute, will 
correspond with this Committee upon the subject, that 
the whole Premium offered may appear at once in the 
papers abroad, in which it is proposed to have it published. 
The Committee likewise offer a Premium of Ten Pounds, 
Proclamation Money, to be paid by their Chairman, to any 
person who shall, within twelve months from this date, 
first produce one hundred yards of well fulled Woollen 
Cloth to the Committee, spun and wove in this County, and 
fulled in any County within the District of the Superiour 
Court of Edenion; and a Premium of Ten Pounds, like mo- 
ney, to be paid by the Chairman, to the person who shall, 
within twelve months from this date, first produce to the 
Committee one hundred yards of well bleached Linen, such 
as usually costs Two Shillings Sterling in Great Britain; 
and the sum of Five Pounds, like money, to any person who 
shall produce one hundred yards of Linen, next in quality, 
not of less value than what usually costs One Shilling and 
Eight Pence Sterling, in Great Britain ; and both kinds 
of Linen to be manufactured in this County ; and the 
quality of them to be submitted to the judgment of the 
Committee. Signed by order of the Committee, 

Samuel Jones, Clerk. 



Durham, New-Hampshire, March, 4, 1775. 

Mb. Fowle : Whereas, some evil-minded and malicious 
persons have asserted that a number of people in the Town 
of Durham are about forming themselves into a Company, 
in order to throw off all obedience to the Militia Officers, 
and set at defiance the Laws of Government : I desire 
you to publish the Articles of Inlistment in your next 
paper, that the publick may judge how little foundation 
there is for so scandalous a report. The Articles are as 
follows : 

" We, the Subscribers, do hereby agree to form our- 
selves into a Company, and meet at Durham Falls, on 
every Monday afternoon, for six months next coming, to 
acquaint ourselves with the Military Art, and instruct each 
other in the various manoeuvres and evolutions which are 
necessary for Infantry in time of battle. We also agree 
to appear each time well furnished with Arms and Ammu- 
nition : And at our first meeting, to nominate and appoint 
the several Officers, who are to preside over us for the first 
month, and then proceed to appoint others for the next 
month, always avoiding to re-elect any that have served, 
• until all the others have gone through their tour of duty, 
as Officers : And at any muster or field-day, we shall 
hold ourselves obliged to incorporate with the respective 
Companies to which we belong, and yield all due obedi- 
ence to the proper Officers of the Militia, appointed by 
the Captain General ; and endeavour to instruct those who 
are undisciplined in the best manner we are able." 

Signed by eighty-two reputable inhabitants. 

This is an exact copy of the Articles, which any person 
that yet remains in doubt may be satisfied of by applying 
to me and viewing the original, a sight of which may, at 
any time, be had ; and was there nothing more illegal and 
injurious in a late paper, signed by several persons in this 
Province, 1 believe the signers would not take so much 
pains in keeping it from the publick view. But whatever 
may be tire purport of that, I rejoice in laying the contents 
of this "before the people, that they may judge whether it 
has the least appearance of an illegal combination, or whe- 
ther, on the contrary, it does not appear to be a well con- 
certed plan to promote and encourage the Military Art. 
I flatter myself that even malice itself could not adjudge" 
this to be an unjustifiable measure, or suggest that any 
part of it looks like treason or rebellion ; and I can account 
for the scandalous report concerning it, in no other way, 
but by supposing that these defamers expected (according 
to the custom of this day) to be rewarded for their slander 
by some posts of honour or profit. 

Sir, F am your very humble servant, 

John Sullivan. 



on mr. sullivan's letter, of march 4, 1775. 

Mr. Fowle : In a publication in your last paper, under 
the signature of Mr. Sullivan, we have been favoured with 
a copy of an Engagement entered into by a number of 
people to meet at Durham Falls, once a week, for the 
space of six months to come, in order to acquire Military 
skill, under Officers to be appointed by themselves, 
monthly. 

As this is a matter of publick concern, I shall beg per- 
mission, Mr. Printer, through the channel of your paper, 
to lay some animadversions before the publick upon it, 
which, I think, it would be unpardonable to neglect. 

In the first place, the appointment of all Military Officers, 
whether for a day, a week, or a month, is the sole right of 
the King, or of those deriving authority from him, and (to 
treat the matter in the most moderate terms) it is a very 
improper step for any body of men to assume that power 
to themselves, upon any occasion or pretence whatsoever. 

The Laws of the Province require the Militia to be 
drawn forth, to learn the Military exercise, four times a 
year, and no more. Mr. Sullivan may, probably, tell us 
that this new-modeled Company does not come under this 
limitation ; yet I presume he will not deny but that the 
meeting of any part of the Militia — and these people declare 
themselves to belong to it — any otherwise than the law 
directs, is, at least, an evasion, if not a direct violation of 
the law, both which ought to be equally avoided. 

The Town of Durham, by having eighty-two of its 
inhabitants employed one day in a week, (for we cannot 
suppose they will mind any other business on those days,) 
for six months, in Military exercises, instead of their hus- 
bandry, will sustain a damage of Three Hundred and 
Twenty-Seven Pounds, lawful money, computing the loss 
of their labour only at half a dollar a day, for each person. 
Supposing, now, that all the men in the Province, fit to 
bear arms, which may be reasonably calculated at fourteen 
thousand, should catch this Military ardour, as most infec- 
tions are catching ; and according to the tendency of this 
plan, follow the example of Durham, it would, after Dur- 
ham fashion, occasion a damage of Fifty-Four Thousand 
Pounds, lawful money, to the Province. A pretty tax, 
truly, for a new Country ! Whatever reason Mr. Sullivan 
may have to rejoice in thus leading on the people to their 
own damage, I am sure the Province would have abundant 
reason not to rejoice in his rejoicing, but to regret their own 
folly ; and it is well known that many are, at this day, in 
the like predicament on account of some past transactions 
amongst us. I hope, therefore, the people will judge for 
themselves, and avoid incurring a damage to the Province, 
which, no doubt, the Legislature had in contemplation to 
prevent, by limiting the times of training the Militia to 
four days in a year. 

Moreover, this extraordinary spirit to acquire the use of 
Arms, at a juncture when the noise of civil discord begins 
to roar in our neighbourhood, marks strongly a disposition 
to employ our Arms against the power and authority we 
ought to support and defend ; every appearance of which 
should be avoided with the utmost caution and circum- 
spection. 

As I wish not, Mr. Printer, to trespass too much on 
your indulgence, I shall, for the present, only take notice 
that, though Sullivan plainly discovers the Durham plan 
to be a child of his own ; yet I still hope he will, upon re- 
flection, have candour enough to acknowledge the deform- 
ities of his baby, and take it in good part in me, to advise 
him to abandon the system he hath for some time past 
been engaged in ; a system manifestly tending to bring 
calamity and distress upon the good people of this once 
happy Province. Monitor. 

MR. SULLIVAN'S REPLY TO " MONITOR." 

Mr. Printer: In your paper of the 17th instant, I 
observed a piece, signed by a person who calls himself 
Monitor, full of ill-natured reflections upon an Agreement 
entered into by a number of persons in Durham, to assem- 
ble once a week, for the space of six months, to instruct 
each other in the Military Art. The feeble attempts of 
this scurrilous writer to display his wit in the former and 
latter part of his nonsensical piece, can deserve nothing but 
contempt and ridicule. 
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His assertion, that a number of persons assembling for 
the purpose of instructing each other in the art of War, 
and appointing persons to give the words of command, in- 
terferes with the Royal prerogative in the appointment of 
Officers, and amounts to an evasion, if not a violation, of 
the Province Laws, fully demonstrates his ignorance, both 
of the Law and Constitution. 

The curious calculation lie makes of the loss New-Hamp- 
shire must sustain if the same military ardour (which he 
igrrorantly calls an Infection) should prevail throughout 
the Province, merits the ridicule of all mankind. 

I am surprised that this curious calculator (while his 
hand was in) did not inform us of the amazing loss this 
Government sustains by devoting a seventh_part of the 
time to religious exercises ; and endeavour to convince us 
that, as our clothing costs a large sum, it would be best to 
go naked. 

After which, I should be glad to know from him, if we 
were to lay down our arms, and make the infamous sub- 
mission he contends_for, how much money we should be 
able _to earn in a day, and how much of our earnings we 
should be able to keep in our pockets. 

I hope the publick will excuse my not giving a more 
serio us and p articular answer to the production of a dis- 
tempered brain, as that might make him wise in his own 
conceit, and induce this nonsensical scribbler to _ think him- 
self a person of some consequence. 

1 shall conclude with reminding him, " that a shoe- 
maker_never ought to go beyond his last." 

Yours, John Sullivan, 



l_ TO THE FREEMEN OF VIRGINIA. "" " " 

Committee Chamber, Norfolk, MarcTi 6, 1775. 

Trusting to your sure resentment against tlm en£Qlies_()f 
your Country, we, the Committee, elected by ballot (gr_ihe 
Borough of Norfolk, hold up for your just indignation Mr. 
J_ohnJirown, Merchant, of this place. We are lull y sen- 
sible of the great caution with which publick censure should 
be inflicted; and, at all times, are heartily disposecRo ac- 
complish the great design of the Association by the gentle 
methods of reason and persuasion. '~ But an unhappy 
proneness to unmanly equivocation, which has so much 
distinguished Mr. Brown, and for which he has, in more 
than one instance, been censured by thevoice._oLthe peo- 
ple, added to the present manifest discovery"of bis sejiret 
and most direct attempt to defeat the: meisires^of the 
Congress, in the case now before us, and of some very 
unjustifiable steps taken to conceal bis disingenuous; con- 
duct, hath precluded us from the milder methods we would 
wish to ado pt, and compelled us to give the puHicIL the 
following narration : On Thursday, the 2d of March, this 
Committee were informed of the arrival of the Brig Fan- 
ny, Captain Watson, with a rrajrjberlof Slaves." fori. Mr, 
Brown; and, upon inquiry, rTiippeared that they were 
shipped from Jamaica as his properly^ afid orcihisaccrount ; 
that he had taken great painsto conceal theinrrfifaT from 
the knowledge of the Committee - ] and that the sbippeT"of 
the Slaves, Mr. Brown's correspondents, and the Captain 
of the Vessel, were all fully apprized of the Continental 
prohibition against that article. These" circuiTOtances. in- 
due eillfiu^plcion that Mr. Brownljadl given orders for the 
Slaves hipnself, which he positively denied, asserting that 
he had expressly forbidden his correspondents tonsencPany, 
as being contrary to the Association— for the truth" of which 
he. appealed to his own letter-book.:;. The Secretary being 
desired, at the re quest of Mr. Brown,_ to ..aUen_.iJum_to 
inspect the orders^said to have.been given,~Tep~orted thathe 
had Tiad .some slight and hasty glances at l etter s written 
between the middle of December and beginning of 'January , 
and was sorr y to say he had seen one directed to Mr. Hen- 
derson, and another to Mr. Livingston, both of the. date of 
December, and. a third. to Messrs. Campbells, -of the first_of 
January, all containing positive and paftictflarorders Jor 
remittances to be_made him in Slaves ; at the sarrjerlimq 
hinting the necessity of secrecy, as it is an article, he 
writes, he could not avowedly deal in. Tbe_S3creTary 
alsolreported, that he had seen a postscript,j\vrjttpLiJjsw 
days after the determination of this.Committ_ee, directing 
the return of a Slave imported (vowr Antigua, itrwbich 
postscript Mr. Brown writes his correspondent "to send 
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him no more than two Negro lads, as it would be danger- 
ous to sell them here. But his orders to his other corres- 
pondents appear to have been so positive that they were 
complied with, notwithstanding his friend writes him that 
good Slaves would sell to more advantage irr Jamaica than 
in Virginia. From the whole of this transaction, there- 
fore, we, the Committee for. Norfolk Borough, do give it 
as our unanimous opinion, that the said John Brown has 
wilfully and perversely violated the Continental Associa- 
tion," to which he had, with his own hand, subscribed obe- 
dience ; and that agreeable to the Eleventh Article we are 
bound "forthwith to publish the truth of the case, to the 
end. that all such foes to the rights of British America 
may" be publickly known, and universally contemned, as 
the enemies of American Liberty, and that every person 
may henceforth break off all dealings with him." 

Matthew Phripp, Chairman. 

James Taylor, Thomas Newton, Jr., Niel Jamicson, 

John Hutchings, Thomas Ritson, Robert Taylor, 

John Lawrence, - John Boush, Thomas Claiborne, 

Joseph Hutchings, James Holt, Samuel Inglis. 

Extract from the Minutes. 

William Davie s, Secretary. 



BALTIMORE ( MARYLAND) COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of the Committee of Observation at Bal- 
timore, March 6, 1775, present Forty-two Members'— 

Captain William Moat, of the Brig Sally, from Bristol, 
appeared before the Committee, and reported his cargo on 
oath, consisting of one hundred tons of British Salt, 
and twenty-four indented Servants. The Captain further 
reports that he took in his Salt before the 12th day of 
December, and on or about that day he fell down the River 
with his Vessel, to a place called Rowland Ferry, there to 
take in his Servants ; that he cont inued there until the 2 3d, 
and sailed from King-Road the 24th of December. 
— On motion madeby Doctor John Stevenson, to whom 
Captain Moat's Vessel and. Cargo were addressed, that he 
might have liberty to land the said cargo of Salt, alleging 
irjught only to be considered as ballast, and was not 
intended to be prohibited by the Association of_ the Conti- 
nental Congress, '— - - : :_i^._ :_:!__. 

'~ The Committeetook _into_consideration the state o f the 
said Brig Sally, Captain William Moat : 

Resolved, unanijnously, That the Salt imported in said: 
Brig be not landed. """ "'"7" 



- CUMBERL^ T ri CQJTNTX (NEW-JERSEy) COMMITTEE. 

_-^_ ____.__„ Cumbeilind"Cguhty, New-Jersey, March 6, 1775. 

The CommiX.tee"_oflhe. County of Cumberland, in New- 
Jersey, met atBridgetoivn ; and a fter rea ding the Associa- 
tion of the American Congress, it appeared, by the volun- 
tary declaration of Silas Newcomb, Esquire, a Member of 
the Committee, that he had contravened the same, and, in 
open violation of the Third Article o f the aforesaid As so- 
CTation, had drank East-India Tea in his family ever since 
the first day of March instant, and that he is determined 
to persist in the__same practice. After much time spent in 
vs^^Qconnws.Ml^MfS&ombpih^^xour, it was agreed, 
that ..it is the: duty of .this_Committee, agreeable to the 
Eleventh Article of the above -m entioned compact, to break 
off all dealings with him, and in_tbjs manner, publish the 
truth of thejease, that lie may He distingulsnecT from" the 
ft:iends_of American Jiberty . 

By order of the Committee, 

"""I".."."""; -■— — ■-■- — Thomas :..Ewing, Clerk. 



_ Cumberland County, New-Jersey. 

~ : Whereas, Silas Newcomb, Esquire, was, in March last, 
advertised by the Committee of said .County, for a breach 
of the Association ofthe_CintineniaLCcjigress, and having 
siTTCT TfraTri fested a desire of making a publick acknowledg- 
ment for bis former misconduct, the Committee accepted 
of the following recantation, viz:— 

" T, the subscribe.)-, do hereby publickly acknowledge 
my former Brrour, and voluntarily confess myself to blame 
f or ob stinately refusing to submit t o a majo rity of the Com- 
mittee ; and 1 do hereby~ask: pardon of the Members of the 
3 
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Committee for the abuses offered them, and promise, For 
the future, to regulate my conduct agreeable to the afore- 
said Association, and a majority of said Committee. Wit- 
ness my hand, the 11th day oi May, 1775. 

" Silas Newcomb." 
Published by order of the Committee, 

Thomas Ewing, Cleric. 



FREEHOLD (.IQNM0UTH COUNTY, NEW-JERSEY) COM- 
MITTEE. _ ._._-_. 

Freehold, March 6, 1775. 

Although the Committee of Observation and Inspection 
for the Township of Freehold, in the County of Mon- 
mouth, New-Jersey, was constituted early in December last, 
and .the members have statedly and assiduously attended 
to. the business assigned them ever " since"; ~yet they have 
hitherto deferred the publication; of their institution, in 
hopes of the general concurrence of the other Townships 
in the choice of a new County Committee, when one pub- 
lication might have served for the whole ; but finding some 
oLtJiem ijayeJiitherto declined to comply with the recom- 
m_en_q_a_i__.n_o_f.._th.e .General Congress in that respect, and 
not knowing whether they intend it at. all, they judge it 
highly expedient to transmit the following account to the 
Press, lest their brethren in distant parts of the Colony 
should think the County of Monmouth altogether inactive 
at the present important crisis. 

"In pursuance of the recommendation of the Grand Con- 
tinental Congress, and for the preservation and support of 
American freedom, a respectable body of the Freeholders, 
inhabitants of the Township of Freehold, met at Monmouth 
Court-House, on Saturday, December 10th, 1774, and 
unanimously elected the following gentlemen; jo_ serve ;as 
a Committee of Observation and Inspection .for the said 
Town, viz : John Anderson, Esquire, Captain JohvCo- 
venhoven, Messrs. Peter Forman, Hendrick_ Smock, Asher 
Holmes, David Forman, and John Forman, Doctor Na- 
thaniel Scudder, and Doctor. Thomas Henderson, who 
were instructed by their constituents to. endeavour, to the 
utmost of their knowledge and power, to carry into execu- 
tion the several important and salutary measures pointed 
out to them by the American Congress ; and, without fa- 
vour or affection, to make all such diligent inquiry as shall 
be found conducive to the accomplishment. of_the great 
and necessary purposes held up by them to the attention 
of America "____ __ ;;~" ' ~ ~ ; 

v At an_e_arly meeting of said Committee, a pamphlet, en- 
titled Free Thoughts on the Resolves of tWe Congress, 
by A. W. Farmer, was handed in to them, arid their opin- 
ion of it asked by"a~number;of their constituents then pre- 
sent. Said pamphlet was then read, and, upon mature 
deliberation, unanimously declared to _be. a performancirof 
the most pernicious and malignant tendency - ; replete with 
the most specious sophistry, but void of any solid or ra- 
tional argument ; calculated to deceive and mislead the "un- 
wary, the ignorant, and the credulous; 1 and designed, no 
doubt, by the detestable; author, to damp .that noble spirit 
of union, which he seres'prevailing all over;: the Contjnl&t, 
and, if possible, to sap the foundations o{ American free- 
dom, _ The pamphlet was afterwards ..handed~_.Eack_tcL.tlie 
people, who immediately bestowed uponi.Tasuil of; tar 
and .tuitay-biizKrrd's .feathers ; one of the persons. concern - 
ed in the operation/ justly observing that, although the 
feathers were phicked f.om__the mast .stinking fowl jn.the 
creation, he thought they fell far short of be.rrg.a proper 
emblem of the author's odjousnesOo. every "advocate. . for 
true freedom. The smne person wished, however, he had 
the pleasure of fit.ting_.him;; with a_s_i.it of the. same. materi- 
als.. The pampb.le_._was. then, in its" gorgeou_3___ttire, nlil.ed 
up firmly to the pillory -post, there. toTemyp;;as;;H;:rrrrjTra- 
rnen;t_of_.th_ indignation of a free and loyal people against 
the author and vender of. a publicatron'SolJvidentjy tenriing 
both to subvert the liberties of America, and flie. Constitu- 
tion of the British Empire, ~~ ";;~-;^ -==-;;;=_; 

._ALa_iubs_equ.e_.it ^meeting of said. Committee, it. wk .."re- 
solved, unanimQ__sly,__tha., on accoiinl of. snnjdry publica- 
tions in the pamphlet way, by James Riwijffon, Printer, 
of New-York. a_id__aiso a variety, of weekly pTg^uctioro in 
his paper, blended, in general/ wjfjijhsmpst graring false- 
hoods, disgorged. "vitJObe 1 ' Oiost daring" effron.tery/and all 



"evidently calculated to disunite the Colonies, and sow the 
^seeds of discord and contention through the whole Conti- 
nent, they do esteem him a base and malignant enemy to 
fbe liberties of this Country, and think lie ought justly to 
be treated as such by all considerate and good men. And 
they do, for themselves, now publickly declare, (and re- 
commend the same conduct to their constituents,) that they 
will have no connection with him, the said Rivington, 
while he continues to retail such dirty, scandalous, and trai- 
torous performances ; but hold him in the utmost contempt, 
as a noxious exotick plant, incapable either of cultivation 
or improvement in this soil of freedom, and only fit to be 
transported. 

— This Committee did early make application to every 
other Township in the County, recommending the elec- 
tion of_Comm_ ttees ; and they soon had information that 
those of Upper Freehold, Middletoivn, and Dover, had 
chosen theirs, and were resolved to enforce the measures 
of the Congress;" 

- N. B. A very considerable number of the inhabitants 
of Freehold have formed themselves Into Companies, and 
chosen Military Instructors, under whose tuition they are 
making rapid improvement. ------ -— - ^~ 

Signed by order of the Committee, 

John Anderson, Chairman. 



MAJOR BENJAMIN FLOYD, ETC., TO "COMMITTEE "ATUMITH- 
T0WN. 
Brookhaven, S u ffoJ I; "CbuiTty , TNT. w- Y "oritTM arch G, 1775, 

Mr. Rivington : A .ComnTrtte_e_.oilO_fcm;alI.on for seve- 
ral Districts met on thei23d_of FeUhutr y~last, in Smith- 
town, Suffolk County, Long-Island ; they should have 
told the publick that the few .from BrooJehaven^ were not 
of the Committee. Whether any Committeeln the Coun- 
ty has been chosen,in the manner they speak of, we know 
not. Brookhaven never was; represented ; so it has not, 
it cannot, approve; of the Congress^ We mean to consider 
only what concerns us— the fifth and sixth o.rfbe Commit- 
tee Resolves." ;; '"_;._ zztzzzttzz 

'—Why does this Committee so highly disapprove of the 
Majorand others . Is it because_IIe i__lI]ls_l)_[s__oath_to, and 
exerts his power in defence, of, Government? Does his 
example shame and upbraid them?. They assuredly would 
commend and justify his conduct, were they not enchanted 
by seditions, independent, reptfTjiTcan principles"! It is your 
opinion, that most of the subscribers in Messrs. Gaine and 
Rivington's writing, 'weTe~in3.ti.ce3, T£c. It is our opin- 
ion, thatyow opinion isa mere fict ion. Have you beard 
both sides ? Was there neither partiality or prejuiTiceT In the 
way? " You may have ;an;opii"ffcrn that such as oppose you 
are traitors ; this may lead yon to proclaim them ; this may 
excite you to imbrue yourguilty handsln the bloo3~of the 
saints ! By what law did yorHbrm the opinion ; what evi- 
dence have you to support It? For our part, we contemn 
"the Court, and its "arbitrary mandates, IFat carries its sta- 
tutes and laws ip lis bosomrr ." Tell us... the jaw vve^.have 
t?glisffe"ssed, " the unfair" means; _w e used," and who lias 
used Myr We, who carried the. Petition, used none ; the 
people needed none, being glfneraiiy glad of an opportu- 
nity to sign it. You; must knovvlhe Constitution dis- 
avows ill arts ; it ;condemnsTyra"riny"and slavery, and yours 
ITJiojig'Others, You say, yoti"ar_j:;Tiiformed __a. Eourt of 
Inqu'isStion" would have said as^ much. Who are yourTn- 
.foxiPErS I "," "A great number are' Hissat'isfieU ;" we call 
npsniyoTrnow to.name them, for "we are "highly dissatis- 
fied" with your unfair manner^rslatinff things. We know 
not any "that are dissatisfied witTrwhartBey have done!" 
But we know; some; who are sorry fhat they missed the 
opportunity of " signingit." But we will bury this piorrs 
Resolve, with the solemnity, of your next, saying it is re- 
gie, e with the most impudent falsehoods an3 grossest mis- 

repressentations. ~ :rz " ___Li___^.z_ZZL ." 2l. !__:." 

—Avery ingenious writer, who is_:an honour to the Prov- 
iMey somewhere Bays, " that Fo ur Pence upon the Hun - 
dred_.for .the fibs, falsehoods, and misrepresentations of 



Amsrim's Sons, would pay a consider able part of the 
Nation's Debt," . We are of.bis opinion. 
:__.:_' The __ Major and abetters .of the ingenious A. TP. 
Farmer" call uponyou to prove " them traitors." If they 
are : ifi no'sense traitors, it is base andTaFoimiiable " to es- 
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teem and treat them as traitors to their Country." If 
what is generally said be true, that the Congress made no 
laws, then it can be no transgression to trample upon and 
contemn the Association. For where there is no law, there 
can be no transgression. Now if you fail in proof of so 
high and presumptuous an imputation, the impartial pub- 
lick must esteem you a most abusive and unlawful body. 
No sacred pretext or design can justify the commission of 
the least evil. 

Tell us what moved you to proclaim our patriotick 
Printers traitors ? Do you really mean to immure the 
Colonies in Popish darkness, by suppressing the vehicles 
of light, truth, and liberty ? Are none to speak, write, or 
print, but by your permission ? Does a conscience of guilt 
andjyranny hurry the Committees to starve and murder 
our virtuous Printers? One would conclude, from Mr. 
Holt's papers, that they had lost virtue, honour, humanity, 
and_ common sense. A free Press has been the honour 
and glory of Englishmen ; by it our most excellent Con- 
stitutiojihasjjeen raised to greater perfection than any in 
the world. But we are become the degenerate plants of 
a .n;ew_and ^strange vine ; and now it seems ignorance must 
be the mother of both devotion and politicks. 

The Major and friends to Government desire the Com- 
mittee, who had no right to represent Broolchaven, to take 
back the odious, despicable epithet of traitors, as it is pe- 
culiarly adapted to the enemies of the Country, and the 
deluded abetters of the rebellious saints at Boston. For 
we, in our turn, "think that they (if any) ought to be es- 
teemed and treated as traitors to their Country, and ene- 
mies to the liberties of America." 

Signed by Major Benjamin Floyd, and a great number 
of others. 



MEETING AT BANVERS, (ESSEX COUNTY,) MASSACHUSETTS. 

At a meeting of the people of the Alarm List of the 
Third Company in Danvers, held at said Danvei's 6th 
March, 1775, for the purpose of electing Officers for said 
Alarm_Lj_st Company, Rev. Benjamin Balch, Chairman : 

Said people unanimously made choice of Deacon Ed- 
mund_ Putjiam_ for_CapXa'm i Rev. Benjamin Balch .for, a 
Lieutenant ; and Mr. Tarrant Putnam for an Ensign. 
The said Gentlemen being all present, declared their ac- 
ceptance. ._ _ Attest, 

Arch, Dale, Cleric of said Meeting. 



Boston, March C, 1775. 

At this inauspicious day, when Tyranny lifts her.. shame- 
less, front, and is followed by a train of unfeeling Apostates, 
I cannot let my pen sleep. The enemies to Freedom, 
convinced that the Americans are not to be cheated, now 
openly declare that the Colonies must and will be subject- 
ed by force. This brings up the last and great question, 
whether .the. United Colonies can defend their rights? If 
they cannot, of all men they will be the most miserable, 
Bjai.J T beljeve__they can, and will defend them ; and if the 
sword. jhwiiibe drawn against them, they may strike. such 
a blowjasTvill shake .Britain to the centre. It is painful 
to the Americans to contemplate measures which maybe 
ruinous to lhidr_ brethren i n Britain, but a tyrannical Min- 
istry," encouraged by the Tories in both Countries, are now 
pushing their destructive plans with such rapidity and vio- 
lence, that we must look forward to the last grand step for 
defence ; and if they will not hearken to the wise and just 
proposals of the American Congress, but still continue tp 
go on from _bad..to worse, the Americans will be compelled, 
by. the great Law oJLNature, to strike a decisive blow, and 
fdIoiE_ibe_exaniple of the once oppressed United Pro- 
m'ncc.£er-pnblish. a. manifesto to the world, showing the ne- 
cessity of dissolving their connection. with a. Nation whose 
Ministers were aiming at their ruin ; offer a Free Trade to 
all. Nations, and an asylum in the free regions of America to 
all the T oppressed through the world. This is the dee- 
NIEB..KESORT ; and. this, O Americans ! you can do; and 
thlslyou mustjlo, unless tyranny ceases to invade your liber- 
ties... _:.This great subject I have viewed on all sides; and 
it "might be demonstrated by a million of reasons, that the 
A wcricanji amy _thu_s .secure to themselves and .to posterity 
the blessings of Freedom. Time and Judgment. 



An Oration delivered Monday, March 6, 1775, at the 
request of the Inhabitants of the Town of Boston, to 
commemorate the bloody tragedy of the 5th of March, 
1770. By Doctor Joseph Warren. 

My ever honoured Fellow -Citizens : 

It is not without the most humiliating conviction of my 
want of ability that I now appear before you ; but the sensel 
have of the obligation I am under to obey the calls of my 
Country at all times, together with an animating recollection 
of your indulgence exhibited upon so many occasions, has 
induced me once more, undeserving as I am, to throw my- 
self upon that candour which looks with kindness on the 
feeblest efforts of an honest, mind. 

You will not now expect the elegance, the learning, the 
fire, the enrapturing strains of eloquence, which charmed 
you when a Lovel, a Church, or a Hancock spake; but 
you will permit me to say, that with a sincerity equal to 
theirs, I mourn over my bleeding Country ; with them I 
weep at her distress, and with them deeply resent the many 
injuries she has received from the hands of cruel and un- 
reasonable men. - 

That personal freedom is the natural right of every 
man, and that property, or an exclusive right to dispose of 
what he has honestly acquired by his own labour, necessa- 
rily arises therefrom, are truths whichj^oimnon sense has 
placed beyond the reach of contradiction ; and no man,T>r 
body of men, can, without being guilty of flagrant injus- 
tice, claim a right to dispose of the persons or acquisitions 
of ,any other man, or body of men, unless it can be proved 
that such a right has arisen from sorne compact_between 
the parties, in which it has been explicitly and freely 
granted. ~~~ " - — 

If I may be indulged in taking a retrospective view of 
the first settlement of our Country, it will be easy to de- 
termine with what degree of justice the late Parliament of 
Great Britain have assumed the power of giving away 
that property which the Americans have earned by their 
labour. - ----- — - — r .-..-_ ..... : 

Our fathers having nobly resolved never to wear the 
yoke of Despotism, and seeing the European world, through 
indolence and cowardice, falling a prey to tyranny, bravely 
threw themselves upon the bosom of the Ocean, determined 
to find a place in which they might enjoy their freedom, or 
perish in the glorious attempt. Approving Heaven beheld 
the favourite ark dancing upon the. waves, and graciously 
preserved it, until the chosen families were brought in 
safety to these Western regions, They found the land 
swarming with Savages, who threatened death with every 
kind of torture ; but Savages, and death with torture^were 
far less terrible than slavery. Nothing was so much ..the 
object of their abhorrence. as a tyrant's power; they knew 
that it. was more safe to dwell with man, in his" most.:;un- 
polished state, than in a Country where arbitrary power 
prevails. Even Anarchy itself, that bugbearjield up.by 
the tools of power, (though truly to be deprecated,) is in- 
finitely less dangerous to mankindJia^ajbitrsry Govern- 
ment. Anarchy can be but of. short, duration ; for~wJben 
men are at liberty to pursue that course which [is most con- 
ducive to their own happiness, they will soon come into, it; 
and, from the rudest state of nature, order and good go- 
vernment , must soon arise. Bu^. tyranny, when once 
established, entails its curse on a Nation to the latest pe- 
riod of time, unless some daring genius^ inspired by Hea- 
ven, shall, unappalled by danger, bravely form and execute 
the arduous design of restoring liberty and life to his en- 
slaved, murdered Country. 

The tools of power, in every age, have racked their in- 
ventions to justify the few in sporting with the. happiness 
of the many, and, having found their sophistry too weak to 
hold mankind jn bondage, have impiously dared to .force 
Religion, the daughter of the King of Heaven, to become 
a prostitute in the service of Mplh .They taught that 
Princes, honoured with the name pf^Cjiristians,_.might. bid 
defiance to the Founder of tbejrjauj);. might pilfageTPagan 
Countries, and deluge them with blood, only because^they 
boasted themselves .to be the disciples of that Teacher ..who 
strictly charged bis followers to ."Ido. toothers as they would 
that othacs should dp unto them^ .____ _____ 

This.Country having been disco verecTby an Englu7tsi\b- 
ject in the year 1 620, was (according to'lhe system which the 
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blind superstition of those times supported) deemed the 
property of the Crown of England. Our ancestors, when 
they resolved to quit their native soil, obtained from King 
James a grant of certain lands in North- America . This 
they probably did to silence the cavils of their enemies, for 
it cannot be doubted but they despised the pretended right 
which he claimed thereto. Certain it is, that he might, 
with equal propriety and justice, have made them a grant 
of the planet Jupiter; and their subsequent conduct plainly 
shows . that jbey were too well acquainted with humanity 
and the principles of natural equity, to suppose that the 
grant gave them any right to take possession ; they there- 
fore entered into a treaty with the natives, and bought from 
them the lands. Nor have I yet obtained any information 
that our ancestors ever pleaded, or that the natives ever 
regarded the grant from the English Crown ; the business 
was transacted by the parties in the same independent 
manner that it would have been had neither of them ever 
known or heard of the Island of Great Britain. 

Having become the honest proprietors of the soil, they 
immediately applied themselves to the cultivation of it, and 
they soon beheld the virgin earth teeming with richest 
fruits ; a grateful recompense for their unwearied toil. The 
fields began to wave with ripening harvests, and the late 
barren wilderness was seen to blossom like the rose. The 
savage natives saw with wonder the delightful change, and 
quickly formed a scheme to obtain that, by fraud or force, 
which hature~mearit~as the reward of industry alone. But 
the' illustrious emigrants soon convinced the rude invaders 
tl] at they were not less ready to take the field for battle 
than for labour ; and the insidious foe was driven from their 
borders ._p often as he ventured to disturb them. The 
Crown o_f England looked with indifference on the con- 
test ; our ancestors were left alone to combat with the na- 
tives. Nor is there any reason to believe that it ever was 
intended, by the one party, or expected by the other, that 
the grantor should defend and maintain the grantees in the 
peaceable possession of the lands named in the patents. 
And it appears plainly, from the history of those times, 
that neither the Prince, nor the people of England, thought 
themselves much interested in the matter; they had not 
then any idea of a thousandth part of those advantages 
which they since have, and we are most heartily willing 
they should still continue to reap from us. 

But when, at an infinite expense of toil and blood, this 
wide extended Continent had been cultivated and defend- 
ed; when the hardy adventurers justly expected that they 
and their descendants should peaceably have enjoyed the 
harvest of those fields which they had sown, and the fruit 
of those, vineyards which they had planted, this Country 
was then thought worthy the attention of the British Min- 
istry ; ami the only justifiable, and only successful means 
of rendering the Colonies serviceable to Britain, were 
adopted. By an intercourse of friendly offices, the two 
Countries became.jp united in affection that they thought 
not of any distinct or separate interests ; they found both 
Countries flourishing and happy. Britain saw her Com- 
merce, extended, and her wealth increased; her lands raised 
to an 'immense value ; her fleets riding triumphant on the 
Ocean ; the terrour of her arms spreading to every quarter 
of the globe. The Colonist found himself free, and 
tlTought himself secure ; he dwelt " under his own vine, 
and under [lis own fig-tree, and had none to make him 
afraid." He knew, indeed, that by purchasing the manu- 
factures of Great Britain, he contributed to its greatness ; 
he knew that all the wealth that his labour produced cen- 
tred in Great Britain ; but that, far from exciting his envy, 
filled him with the highest pleasure ; that thought sup- 
ported him in all his toils. When the business of the 
day was past, benjolaced himself with the contemplation, 
or perhaps entertained his listening family with the recital 
of some great, some glorious transaction, which shines con- 
spicuous in the history of Britain ; or perhaps his elevated 
fancy led him to foretel, with a kind of enthusiastick con- 
fidence, the glory, power, and duration of an Empire, 
which should extend from one end of the earth to the 
other ; he saw, or thought he saw, the British Nation risen 
to a pitch of grandeur which cast a~veil.Qver the Roman 
gloiyy^and, ravished w ith the preview, boasted a race of 
British Kings, whose names should echo (through those 
Realms where" Cyrus, Alexander, and _the Cgsars, were 



unknown ; Princes for whom millions of grateful subjects, 
redeemed from Slavery and Pagan ignorance, should, with 
thankful tongues, offer up their prayers and praises to that 
transcendantly Great and Beneficent Being " by whom 
Kings reign, and Princes decree justice." 

These pleasing connections might have continued, these 
delightsome prospects might have been every day extended, 
and even the reveries of the most warm imagination might 
have been realized ; but, unhappily for us, unhappily lor 
Britain, the madness of an avaricious Minister of State 
lias drawn a sable curtain over the charming scene, and in 
its stead has brought upon the stage discord, envy, hatred, 
and revenge, with civil war close in the rear! 

Some demon, in an evil hour, suggested to a short- 
sighted financier the. hateful project of transferring the 
whole property of the King's subjects in America to his 
Subjects in Britain. The claim of the British Parliament 
to. tax the Colonies can never be supported but by such a 
transfer; for the right of the House of Commons of.Great 
Britain to originate any tax, or to grant money, is alto- 
gether derived ..from their being elected by the people of 
Great Britain to act for them ; and the people of Great 
Britain cannot confer on_ their Representatives a right to 
give or grant any thing which they themselves have not a 
right to give or grant personally. Therefore it follows, 
that if the Members chosen by the people of Great Bri- 
tain to represent them in ..Parliament have, by virtue of 
their being so chosen, any right to give or grant American 
property, or to lay any tax upon the lands or persons of 
the Colonists, it is because the lands and people in the 
Colonies are, bona fide, owned by, and justly belong to the 
people of Great Britain. But (as has been before 
observed) every man has a natural right to personal freedom, 
consequently a right to enjoy what is acquired by his own 
labour ; and as it is evident that the property in this Coun- 
try has been acquired by our own labour, it is the duty of 
the people pf. Great Britain to produce some compact in 
which we have explicitly given up to them a right to dis- 
pose of our persons or property. Until this is done, every 
attempt of theirs, or of those whom they have deputed Jo 
act for them, to give or grant any part of our property ,":is 
directly repugnant to every principle of reason and natural 
justice. But I may boldly say that such a compact never 
existed, no, not even in imagination. Nevertheless, the 
Representatives of a Nation, long famed for justice, and 
the exercise of every noble virtue, have been prevailed_on 
to adopt the fatal scheme ; and although the dreadful con- 
sequences of this wicked policy have already shaken the 
Empire to its centre, yet still it is persisted in, regardless 
of the voice of reasonydeaf to the prayers and supplica- 
tions, and unaffected with the flowing tears of suffering 
millions, the British Ministry still hug the darling idol, 
and every rolling year affords fresh instances of the absurd 
devotion with which they worship it. Alas ! how has the 
folly— the distraction of the British Councils, blasted our 
swelling hopes, and spread a gloom over this Western hem- 
isphere ! The hearts of Britons and Americans, which 
lately felt the generous glow of mutual confidence and lcrve> 
now burn with jealousy and rage. Though but of yesterday , 
1 recollect (deeply affected at the_ ill-boding change) the 
happy hours that passed whilst Britain and America re- 
joiced in the prosperity and greatness of each other. 
Heaven grant those halcyon days may soon return ! But 
now the Briton too often looks on the American with an 
envious eye, taught to. consider: Ms just plea for the enjoy- 
ment of his earning as the effect, of pride and stubborn 
opposition to the Parent Country ; whilst the American 
beholds the Briton as the ruffian, ready first to take away 
his property, and next, what is dearer To every virtuous 
man, the liberty of his Country. 

When the measures of Administration had disgusted the 
Colonies to the highest degreeyTmd the people of Great 
Britain had, by artificeand falsehood, been irritated against 
America, an Army was sent over to enforce submission to 
certain Acts of the. British Parliament, which reason 
scorned to countenance, and which placemen and pension- 
ers were found unable to suppoit. ~ === " 

Martial Law, and the government of a well regulated 
City, are so entirely different, that it has always been con- 
sidered as improper to quarter Troops in populous Cities, 
as frequent disputes must necessarily arise between the 
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citizen and the soldier, even if no previous animosities sub- 
sist ; and it is farther certain, from a consideration of the 
nature of mankind, as well as from constant experience, 
that Standing Armies always endanger the liberty of the 
subject. But when the people, on the one part, consi- 
dered the Army as sent to enslave them ; and the Army, 
on the other, were taught to look on the people as in a 
state of rebellion, it was but just to fear the most disagree- 
able consequences. Our fears, we have seen, were but too 
well grounded. 

The many injuries offered to the Town I pass over hi 
silence. I cannot now mark out the path which led to 
that unequalled scene of honour, the sad remembrance of 
which takes the full possession of my soul. The sangui- 
nary theatre again opens itself to view ; the baleful images 
of terrour crowd around me; and discontented ghosts, with 
hollow groans, appear to solemnize the anniversary of the 
fifth of March. 

Approach we then the melancholy walk of death ! 
Hither let mc call the gay companion ; here let him drop a 
farewell tear upon that body which so late he saw vigorous 
and warm with social mirth ! Hither let me lead the ten- 
der mother, to weep over her beloved son ! Come, widowed 
mourner, here satiate thy grief. Behold thy murdered 
husband gasping on the ground! And, to complete the 
pompous shew of wretchedness, bring in each hand thy 
infant children to bewail their father's fate. Take heed, 
ye "orphan babes, lest, whilst your streaming eyes are fixed 
upon the ghastly corpse, your feet slide on the stones be- 
spaltered with your father's brains,* Enough ! This tragedy 
need not be heightened by an infant weltering in the blood 
of him that gave it birth. Nature, reluctant, shrinks al- 
ready from the view, and the chilled blood rolls slowly 
backward to its fountain. We wildly stare about, and with 
amazement ask, Who spread this ruin round us ? What 
wretch has dared to deface the image of his God! Has 
haughty France, or cruel Spain, sent forth her myrmidons ? 
Has the grim Savage rushed again from the far distant wil- 
derness) Or does some fiend, fierce from the depth of 
He'], with all the rancorous malice which the apostate 
damned can feel, twang her destructive bow, and hurl her 
deadly arrows at our breast? No, none of these. But how 
astonishing ! It is the hand of Britain that inflicts the 
wound ; the Arms of George,, our rightful King, have been 
employed to shed that blood which freely would have 
flown at his command, when justice, or the honour of his 
Crown, had called his subjects to the field. 

But pity, grief, astonishment, with all the softer move- 
ments of the soul, must now give way to stronger passions. 
Say, fellow-citizens, what dreadful thought now swells 
your. heaving bosoms ? You fly to arms ; sharp indignation 
flashes from each eye ; revenge gnashes her iron teeth ; 
death grins a hideous smile, secure to drench his greedy jaws 
in. human gore; whilst hovering furies darken all the air. 

But stop, my bold adventurous countrymen; stain not 
your weapons with the blood of Britons; attend to rea- 
son's voice ; humanity puts in her claim, and sues to be 
again admitted to her wonted seat — the bosom of the brave. 
Revenge is far beneath the noble mind. Many, perhaps, 
compelled to rank among the vile assassins, do, from their 
inmost souls, detest the barbarous action. The winged 
death, shot from your arms, may chance to pierce some 
breast that bleeds already for your injured Country. 

The storm subsides ; a solemn pause ensues; you spare 
upon condition they depart. They go; they quit your 
City ; they no more shall give offence. Thus closes the 
important drama. 

And could it have been conceived that we again should 
have seen a British Army in our land, sent to enforce 
obedience to Acts of Parliament destructive of our liber- 
ty ? But the Royal ear, far distant from the Western world, 
has been assaulted by the tongue of slander; and vil- 
lains, traitorous alike to King and Country, have prevailed 
upon a gracious Prince to clothe his countenance with 
wrath, and to erect the hostile banner against a people ever 
affectionate and loyal to him and his illustrious predeces- 
sors of the House of Hanover. Our Streets are again 
njled__with armed men, our Harbour is crowded with Shlps- 
of-war; but these cannot intimidate us; our liberty must 

* After Mr. Gray had been shot through the body, and had ftl'en 
dead on th.; ground, abayonet was pushed through his .skull; part of 
the bone being broken, bis brains fell out upon the pavement. 



be preserved ; it is far dearer than life ; we hold it even 
dear" as our allegiance; we must defend it against the 
attacks of friends as well as enemies ; we cannot suffer 
even Britons to ravish it from us. 

No longer could we reflect with generous pride on the 
heroick actions of our American forefathers ; no longer 
boast our origin from that far-famed island, whose warlike 
sons have so often drawn their well-tried swords to save 
her frpm the ravages of tyranny, could we but for a mo- 
ment entertain the thought of giving up our liberty. The 
man who meanly will submit to wear a shackle, contemns 
the noblest gift of Heaven, and impiously affronts the God 
that made him free. 

It was a maxim" of the Roman people, which eminently 
conduced to the greatness of that State, never to despair of 
the Commonwealth. The maxim may prove as salutary 
to us now as it did to them. Short-sighted mortals see 
not the numerous links of small and great events, which 
form the chain on which the fate of Kings and Nations is 
suspended. Ease and prosperity (though pleasing for a 
day J have often sunk a people into effeminacy and sloth. 
Hardships and dangers (though we forever strive to shun 
them) have frequently called forth such virtues as have 
commanded the applause and reverence of an admiring- 
world. 

Our Country loudly calls you to be circumspect, vigi- 
lant, active, and brave. Perhaps, (all-gracious Heaven 
avert it) perhaps the power of .Britain, a Nation great in 
war, by some malignant influence may be employed to 
enslave you ; but let not even this discourage you. Her 
Arms, it is true, have filled the world with terrour ; her 
Troops have reaped the laurels of the field ; her Fleets 
have rode triumphant on the sea ; and when or where did 
you, my countrymen, depart inglorious from the field of 
fight?* You, too, can show the trophies of your forefa- 
thers' victories and your own ; can name the fortresses and 
battles you have won, and many of you count the honour- 
able scars of wounds received, whilst fighting for your King 
and Country. . _ ',.'.. 1 TZ _ . 

Where justice is the standard, Heaven is the warriour's 
shield ; but conscious guilt unnerves the arm that lifts the 
sword against the innocent. Britain, united with these 
Colonies by commerce and affection, by interest and blood, 
may mock the threats.of. jFV'Oflcc md Spain ; may be the 
seat of universal Empire. .But .should. America^ either by 
force, or those more dangerous engines — luxury and corrup- 
tion, ever be brought into a state of vassalage, Britain 
must lose her freedom also. N.oJonger shall she sitjthe 
Empress of the sea; he_r ships no more shall waft her 
thunders over the wide ocean ; the wreath shall wither on 
her temples; her weakened arm shall be unable to defend 
her coasts ; and she at last raqst .bowjier venerable head to 
some proud foreigner's despotick rule, 

But if. from past events, we may venture to form a judg- 
ment of the future, we justly may expect that the derices 
of our enemies will but increase ...the triumphs of our 
Country. I must indulge a hope that Britain* a liberty, as 
well as ours, will eventually be preserved by the virtue of 
America. ^ -^ = .. ;; _ : . . . : 

The attempt of the British Parliament to raise a Rev- 
enue from America, and our denial ..of their right to do 
it, have excited an almost universal inquiry into the rights 
of mankind in general, and of British subjects in particu- 
lar; the necessary result of which must be such a liberality 
of sentiment, and such a jealousy of those in power, as 
will, better, than an adamantine wall, secure us against the 
future approaches of despotism. 

* The patience with which this people have borne the repeated inju- 
ries which have been heaped upon them, and their unwillingness to 
takeany sanguinary measures, has vary injudiciously been ascribed to 
cow irdice, by pei sons both hero and in Gieaji BiHain. I most heartily 
wish that an opinion «o erroneous in itself, and soFitiiTnT&cohse. 
rmences, might be utterly removed before it beJooTafe ; "and I think 
nothing faithei nee ssaiy to convince every intelligent man that the 
conduct of this people is owing to the tendei regard which they have 
for theirfellow-m'm, and an utter abhorrence to the shedding of human 
bloo i, than a little attention to then- gener i) tempeFand disposition 
discovered when they cannot be supposed to be under any apprehen- 
sion of dangei to thorns Ives I will only m ntion the universal 
d ttst ttion whit h thty shew to A very act of cruelty, by whom, arl d upon 
whomsoever committed , the mild spirit of their Laws ; the very few 
crimes to which capital penalties are a nnex ed, and the very great back- 
waidnoss which both Courts and Junes discover, in condemning: P^r- 
sons charged with capital crirn"? '>jit if any should think this dbser. 
Tation not to the purpose, Treadily appeal to thoBe gentlemen of the 
Army who have been in the camp, arm the field, with the Americana. 
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The malice of the Boston Port Bill has been.defeated, 
in a very considerable degree, by giving you an opportuni- 
ty of deserving, and our brethren in this and our sister 
Colonies an opportunity of bestowing, those benefactions 
which have delighted your friends, and astonished your 
enemies, not only in America, but in Europe also ; and 
what is more valuable still, the sympathetick feelings for a 
brother in distress, and the grateful emotions excited in the 
breast of him who finds relief, must forever endear each to 
the other, and form those indissoluble bonds of friendship 
and affection, on which the preservation of our right so 
evidently depends. 

The mutilation of our Charter has made ever Colony 
jealous for its own : for this, if once submitted, to by us, 
would set on float the property and Government of every 
British settlement upon the Continent. If Charters. are 
not deemed sacred, how miserably precarious is eyery thing 
founded upon them ? 

Even the sending Troops to put these Acts in execution, 
is not without advantages to us. The exactness and beauty 
of their discipline inspire our youth with ardour in the 
pursuit of military knowledge. Charles the Invincible 
taught Peter the Great the Art of War. The battle of 
Pultowa convinced Charles, of the proficiency Peter had 
made. 

Our Country is in danger, but not to be despaired of. 
Our enemies are numerous and powerful, but we have 
many friends determined to be free, and Heaven and earth 
will aid the resolution. On you depend the fortunes of 
America. You are to decide the important question, on 
which rest the happiness and liberty of millions yet unborn. 
Act worthy of yourselves — the faultering tongue of hoary 
age calls on you to support your Country. The lisping 
infant raises its suppliant hands, imploring defence against 
the monster slavery. Your fathers look from their celes- 
tial seats with smiling approbation on their sons, who 
boldly stand forth in the cause of virtue ; but sternly frown 
upon the inhuman miscreant who, to secure the loaves 
and fishes to. himself, would breed a serpent to destroy his 
children, 

But pardon me, my fellow-citizens ; I know you w T ant 
not zeal or fortitude. You will maintain your rights, or 
perish in the generous struggle. However difficult the 
combat, you never will decline it when freedom is the 

Krize. An independence on Great Britain is not our aim. 
to, our wish is that Britain, and the Colonies may, like 
the oak and ivy, grow and increase in strength together. 
But vdii.ls.Ltbe _jnjatua_ted plan of making one part of the 
Empire slaves to the other is persisted in, the interest and 
safety of Britain, as well as the Colonies, require that the 
wise measures recommended by the Honourable the Con- 
tinental Congress be steadily pursued ; whereby the unna- 
tural contest, between_.a parent honoured, and a child be- 
loved, may probably be brought to such an issue, as that 
the peace and happiness of both may be established upon 
a lasting basis. But if these pacifick measures are ineffect- 
ual ; andj.t appears that the only way to safety is through 
fields ofT}Ioocf,T know you will not turn your faces from 
your foes, but will undauntedly press forward until tyranny 
is trodden under foot; and you have fixed your adored 
Goddess, Liberty, fast by a Brunswick's side, on the Ameri- 
can Throne. 

You, then, who nobly have espoused your Country's 
cause-— who generously have sacrificed wealth and ease — 
who h_aye despised the pomp and show of tinselled great- 
ness — refused the summons to the festive board — -been 
dear to the alluring calls of luxury and mirth — who have 
forsaken t he d owny pillow to keep your vigils by the mid- 
night lamp for the salvation of your invaded Country, that 
you rmglit "break the fowler's snare and disappoint the vul- 
ture .of Tjis prey, you then. will reap that harvest of renown 
which you__s_o justly have deserved. Your Country shall 
pay her grateful tribute of applause. Even the children. 
of your most inveterate enemies (ashamed to tell from 
wlionTthey sprang, while they in secret curse their stupid, 
cruel parents) shall join _t_he. general voice of gratitude to 
tUosejwhp. brpkgjh.fi, felt QJ'S which their fathers forged. 

Haying redeemed your Country, and secured the bless- 
i.n.of to future generations, who, fired by your example, 
shall em ulate your virtues, and learn from you the Heaven- 
ly art of "making minions_happy, with heart-felt joy — .with 



transports all your own, you cry, the glorious worTc is 
done! then drop the mantle to some young Elisha, and 
take your seats with kindred spirits in your native skies. 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF NEW-YORK. 



Mew-York, Monday, March G, 1775. 

My Fellow-Citizens : As you are called on this day 
to give your voices on a measure of importance, permit one 
who has your welfare most anxiously at heart, to state the 
matter as it is. On the 2d instant, the Committee pub- 
lished an Advertisement to call you together, upon the 
business therein expressed. They do not pretend that 
this is in consequence of any powers you have vested with 
them ; it is, therefore, a proposal coming from them as so 
many individuals. On Friday, the third instant, a num- 
ber of Citizens, equally reputable in their characters with 
the members of the Committee, and far superiour in num- 
bers, upon mature deliberation, conceived that this measure 
ought to be postponed. Eyery person who wants the 
sanction of your approbation should mjuntainjiis proposals 
with reasons, and the advocates for posfponing the question 
have assigned a number in support of it. These you have 
seen in a handbill, and you are the judges of the weight 
they deserve. What arguments there are to hasten and 
precipitate this question, is not known, nor is it proper in 
the hurry and confusion of a crowd, to discuss questions 
which require time and attention for . a. sober, judicious 
determination. It seems proper, therefore, to postpone 
this question, from which no disadvantage can possibly arise. 

A Freeman. 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE CITY. OF NEW-YORK. 

New-York, Monday, March G, 1775. 

It has been the practice of some people in this City, upon 
all occasions, in order to defeat the we]} meant endeavours 
of its real friends, to misrepresent their intentions. With 
this view, it has been artfully propagated, that the Citizens 
who assembled at Montngnie's on Friday, had resolved to 
oppose the appointment of Delegates. DisposecTas I am, 
as an individual, for the measure of Delegates, I was 
alarmed at this insinuation ; and having attentively consi- 
dered the proceedings of the. Meeting on Friday, find that 
the report is entirely false, and calculated to lnliTe acTyou. 
The only measure proposed by theTriends oTConstitutional 
Liberty is, that the nomination of Delegates may be post- 
poned ; the time appointed by the Committee being so 
short as not to admit of deliberating on the most proper 
mode of electing them, and of framing proper instructions 
for their government. The method proposed by the Com- 
mittee being extremely exceptionable, and such as will 
put this City, which pays one third.af. the .taxes of the 
Colony, upon a footing with the sm_a].iestjCoun.t_y in it. 

A JBuRGHER, 



TO THE RESPECTABLE INHABITANTS OT THE CITY OF NEW- 
YORK. _ ..-" _ 
New- York, Monday, March G, 1775. 

Friends and Fellow-Citizens,:. .. By. th_e_ general 
tenour of your conduct, since the_.comniencement of our 
unhappy disputes with Great Britain, you have uniformly 
and fully evinced yourselves to be possessed of an inviola- 
ble attachment to the cause of CoiistltmionaLLiberlyi as 
well. as of unshaken Loyalty to our rjnost. Gracious Sover- 
eign, and a just abhorrence of.such irregular proceedings 
as indicated a spirit of disaffection, or independency in any 
of the Colonists. These virtues, always valuable in a high 
degree, are peculiarly so in times like the present, when 
a dangerous infatuation has seized.sQjmjrny ; when discord 
and tyranny, in the guise of liberty, stalk forth among us ; 
and, under specious pretences, would entail misery, ruin, 
and the most abject slavery upon us. These virtues, 
which you have nobly exerted on several occasions, will 
soon be. called to another trial. 

A summons has been issued last Thursday, by the Chair- 
man, "and by order, of the Committee, commanding your 
attendance at the Exchange on Monday, the 6th instant, 
for ...the .purpose of choosing Delegates to go to the next 
Continental Congress. Considering our late transactions 
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here relative to this matter, I am sure you must be greatly 
surprised at such a step as this. Especially when you are 
not called to deliberate on the expediency or propriety of 
appointing Delegates for the above purpose ; but actually 
to choose them ! and this, in consequence of an edict from 
the late Congress, whose views and proceedings you most 
cordially disapprove! Willing or unwilling, you are re- 
quired to comply with this mandate. 

Our only legal, Constitutional Representatives, the 
Members of our Assembly, to whom we have voluntarily 
committed the guardianship of our liberties, and the direc- 
tion of our publick affairs, and. who are vested with full 
authority for these important ends, have absolutely refused 
to appoint any Delegates for the ensuing Congress. Would 
not such an attempt in you, therefore, be an open violation 
of their just authority, and a glaring insult on them? 

Whatever reasons might have existed for sending Dele- 
gates to the former Congress, there are none such now; 
but many cogent reasons to the contrary. Our Assembly 
have tak'enjjje subject of our grievances into consideration, 
and are vigorously pursuing the most effectual methods for 
obtaining their redress. The proceedings of the late Con- 
gress were violent and treasonable. Instead of healing the 
unnatural breach between us and the Parent State, which 
was the ardent wish of every honest, good man, they shut 
up every avenue to an accommodation. An adherence'to 
their proceedings must have infallibly involved us in ail the 
horrours of a Civil War, and ended in our ruin. Fully 
sensible of this, and of the unjust tyrannical power usurped 
by that Congress over North America, our Assembly — to 
their immortal honour be it spoken — had virtue and forti- 
tude enough to reject those proceedings. Like faithful 
guardians of the great trust committed to them, they have 
taken the proper Constitutional steps to snatch us from 
impending ruin ; restore harmony between this Country 
and Great Britain, and to secure our liberties on the firm 
basis of Constitutional principles. 

Now reflect, my fellow-citizens, will not your sending 
Delegates to the next Congress directly tend to frustrate 
these laudable endeavours, of whose success we have a 
moral certainty ? Will it not place this Province in the 
most absurd, inconsistent point of light, as bursting the 
bands of all Government, both with respect to Great 
Britain and our own Legislature ? May I not aver, with 
truth, that you hold the violent proceedings of the late 
Congress in abhorrence? What can you expect from the 
next Congress but such measures as were adopted by the 
last, when you know the same Delegates are generally 
appointed by the other Colonies? Few alterations have 
been made ; and where any have taken place, they were 
for tire worse — persons more violent, if possible, being 
chosen. In what other view can we appear to Great 
Britain, than as heartily concurring with those who have 
attempted to throw off all allegiance — all subordination 
whatever? Nay! as acting in concert with those who 
have been guilty of open treason in the broad face of day ? 
for that is the case of one of the New-Hampshire Dele- 
gates. I forget his name — it is the fellow who headed a 
riotous mob, stormed one of His Majesty's Forts, and forci- 
bly carried „off the Cannon, Arms, and Ammunition lodged 
there for__the_ express purpose of using them against his 
Sovereign: _ A gentleman is known by the company he 
keeps ; and so is an honest man, or a loyal subject. 

But this proposed meeting on Monday is replete with 
further mischief; for you are to assemble, not only for choos- 
ing Delegates, but also " to signify your sense, whether 
you will appoint a certain number of persons to meet such 
Deputies ^as" the Counties may elect for that purpose, and 
join with them in appointing, out of their body, Delegates 
for the next Congress." Here you may perceive the first 
outlines of a ProYincial Congress— the first artful advance 
towards bringing on usroTie of the heaviest curses. If the 
abelierslofRepublicanism can gain this advantage over the 
friends_of our Constitution, the consequences must be ter- 
rible. Our Constitutiorral Assembly will become a mere 
cypher, and all order subverted. 

; I beseech you, fellow-citizens, to think for yourselves. 
Turn your eyes to thos_e Colonies where Provincial Con- 
gress5S~are"chosen ; see the effects produced by them, and 
judge from those facts. In South- Carolina the Provincial 
Congress Tias shut up all the Courts of Justice. No man 



dare attempt to recover a just debt, unless graciously per- 
mitted by the Committee of the County. By very late 
accounts from Virginia, I am informed that matters there 
are in much the same predicament. In Maryland, the 
Provincial Congress has wrested the Militia out of the 
King's hands, and has levied immense sums of money — 
extorted large contributions from the inhabitants for the 
purpose of raising Troops to figbt against His Majesty. 
The Provincial Congress of Pennsylvania met lately to 
carry the same design into execution, and were near effect- 
ing their purpose] and there the liberty of the Fress is 
utterley destroyed. As for Massachusetts, you know the 
Provincial Congress have appointed a Treasurer, levied 
money, enlisted Minute Men, and are taking every step 
totally to annihilate the King's just and legal authority in 
that Province. 

Tiiese are notorious, indubitable facts. They cannot 
be denied. Say, then, fellow-citizens, do you choose to 
bring yourselves into a similar situation ? l{ so, then do 
not fail to appoint a certain numbex of persons, on Mon- 
day, the 6th instant, to meet such Deputies as the bounty 
may elect for that purpose, and to join with them. By 
this means a Provincial Congress will be immediately 
formed ; and as the warmest and most forward persons are 
generally chosen on those occasions, I may venture to pro- 
nounce our Provincial Congress will not fall short of others 
in usurping an unjust authority, in being tenacious of it, 
and plunging this Province - into the greatest confusion and 
irregularities. But if you detest, as I know you do, the 
thoughts of such proceedings, then unite as one man in op- 
posing them. Let neither indolence, or any other con- 
sideration, prevent you from exerting your usual fortitude 
and spirit to stop the .mischief which, is swifily approach- 
ing". . Do not sully your former reputation, by suffering this 
maddest freak of rampant Republicanism to take place— 
the appointment of a Provincial Congress. - Crush this 
accursed cockatrice whilst it is in embryo; if you permit 
it to grow up to maturity, it will sting" you to "death. 

I am very sensible that no gentleman or "man ■ orcharac- 
ter among us would, as matters are now clrcfuiTsttnced, 
accept of the appointment of Delegate to the Continental 
Congress, or of Deputy to a Provincial Congress. But 
you very well know that there areseveral here, who are 
under no restraints of delicacy, onegard to decorum and 
order on this head. These having"rax OTWsgTjnencey but 
such as they derive from our confusions, would willin gly 
perpetuate those confusions, as it woulH"raise~ tTieir impor- 
tance, and flatter their vanity. Againsf _th.ese you shouTd 
be peculiarly on your guard. . They, will not fail to im- 
prove any supineness you may show on this occasion. 
Men of property should be alert ancTwatcEKiT, in the high- 
est degree, on this emergency ; for these having little or 
no property of their own, will be the more apt to make 
free with that of others ; and we have no check or control 
on thern, if they are once exalted into a Provincial X^on- 
gress. To levy money will be one part of their office, 
and, besides, their intemperate mealurerwill probably lead 
to confiscations, by which they can lose nothing. 

That wisdom, loyalty, firm attachment to your excel- 
lent Constitution, and zealous assiduity may guide you at 
this most important crisis, is the unfeigned wish of 

A Citizen of New- Y ork. 



TO THE PUBLICK. "'"': ~" "L" "":""" 
New-York, Tuesday, March 7, 1775. 

"A Citizen of Neiv-YorJc," has attempted, in Mr. 
Game's last Paper, to sow the seeds of discord among 
us, and interrupt our union and harmony. Those who read 
his performance attentively, will easily see Tils design ; but 
cursory and less intelligent readers may be deceived by 
him. To prevent this, I will make a few remarks upon 
his curious publication. — ~ ~ 

As soon as he has finished his introduction, (which con- 
sists of nothing more than common-place phrases and trite 
expressions,) he begins to abuse ourrlrtuous and patriotjek 
Committee; and in the most villanous jnanner represents 
them as having done what they never did L and, I dare^ say, 
never thought of. He says, " a suSmonsTias been issued 
last Thursday, by the Chairman, and by order of the Com- 
mittee, commanding your attendance at the Exchange on 
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Monday, the 6th instant, for the purpose of choosing Dele- 
gates to go to the next Continental Congress." Is this 
true? It is not; — it is a wilful misrepresentation. Ex- 
amine the Committee's advertisement : " they request that 
the Freeholders, &c, will be pleased to assemble, to sig- 
nify their sense of the best method of choosing Delegates, 
and whether they will appoint a certain number of persons, 
to meet such Deputies as the Counties may elect for that 
purpose, and join with them in appointing Delegates out 
of their body for the next Congress." Can any thing be 
more modest? Can words express a greater deference to 
the opinion of the publick ? Or could the Counties be 
treated in a more respectful manner? There is no such 
thing* afT'"' commanding your attendance," nor was it the 
design of the meeting " actually to choose" Delegates, as 
plainly 'appears from - the Committee's advertisement. It 
is true, you were " not called to deliberate on the expe- 
diency and propriety of appointing Delegates;" but the 
reason for this Was, not an overbearing disposition in the 
Committee, but because the " expediency and propriety" 
of the measure wasaTTowed on all hands; even those who 
met at Montagnie'' s , where Mr. John Thurman was Chair- 
man, did not deny either of them, but implicitly agreed 
to both, and only proposed trying to get " the meeting 
of Monday next postponed until the 20th of April." 
So you see the artful falsehood used by this same Mr. 
Citizen. 

* The arguments drawn from the conduct of our Assembly 
are futile and ridiculous. What have they done about the 
matter? They have determined " not to take into con- 
sideration the proceedings of the Continental Congress, 
held in the City of Philadelphia, in the months of Septem- 
ber and October last ;" and that the sense of the House 
should " not be taken on the necessity of appointing Dele- 
gates for this Colony, to meet the Delegates for the other 
Colonies on thislContinent in General Congress, on the 
lOlh day of May next" If 1 understand English, this is 
nothing more than if the Honourable House had said, these 
are matters with which we do not choose to have any con- 
nexion, and. therefore shall neither censure nor applaud, 
but lea_ve it entirely to our constituents, to act as they think 
proper ; if they choose to approve the proceedings of the 
Congress, and_ad_here Jo their determinations, let them do 
it; if not, let them disapprove of them, and signify their 
approbation or disapprobation in their own way. This 
see ms to m e the most natural construction of the conduct 
of the Honourable House ; and that of some of the Mem- 
bers yesterday appears to justify this construction, for a 
namber of them attended the meeting at the Exchange ; 
and to suppose they would encourage, by their presence, 
a meeting which was (as the Citizen is pleased to call it) 
" an open Trolation of their just authority, and a glaring 
insult on them," contains such a reflection on the good 
sense of those gentlemen, and the propriety of their con- 
duct, as I do not choose to make, and think ought not to 
be made by any person whatever. It appears, then, very 
plain, that the Citizen must have entirely mistaken the 
matter, or wilfully misrepresented it, that he might be fur- 
nished with weighty arguments against the meeting. From 
his perversion of the Committee's advertisement, I strong- 
ly swpect the latter was the case, but it is not right to use 
our firm attachment to our Constitutional Legislature as an 
instrument to deceive us. Fie ! Mr. Citizen ; that is a 
low-lived trick. 

The rematntfer of the Citizen's Address is such an inco- 
herent confusion of Provincial Congress, Republicanism, 
Constitutional Assemblies; Militia, Legal Authority, Cocka- 
trices, Embryos, Sic, that I am apt to think the man was 
noh~cWnpos"Weirtis when be wrote it, and I shall not at- 
tempt to answer it, lest the publick should think that I am 
madjoo. 

You see, my friends, what arts are used to support a 
faction ; be on your guard ; you acted yesterday in a man- 
ner worthy of yourselves ; continue to act on all future 
occasions with the same order, decency, unanimity, and 
firmness; you will thereby confound the friends of des- 
potism, convince them your attachment to "the best of 
Kings" and Constitutional Government is inviolable, and 
will preserve your own liberty, and that of your posterity, 
till time shall be no more. 

Anotuek Citizen. 



City of New-York, March 7, 1775. 

Personally came and appeared before me, David Mat- 
thews, Esquire, one of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace, 
for the City and County of New-York, John Graham, 
Clerk to Robert and John Murray, oT this City, Mer- 
chants, and being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists of 
Almighty God, did depose and say, that he left this City 
on Monday morning last, in company with the said Joint 
Murray, and proceeded with him on board the Ship Beu- 
lah, then lying at the watering place ; that shortly after 
they arrived on board said Ship they weighed anchor, and 
proceeded to Sandy Hook, where the said Ship continued 
until about seven of the clock this morrnntr, at which time 
they weighed anchor and stood out to Sea; that the said 
deponent and the said John Murray left the said Ship, and 
came up opposite to Staten Island, where the said John 
Murray landed, about two of the clock this afternoon, 
and was going (as the deponent understood from the said 
John Murray) to Elizabethtown, to settle some business 
with Lord Stirling; that the deponent saw the said Ship 
pass the Light-House about eight of the clock this morn- 
ing; that neither the said John Murray or the deponent 
was on board the said Ship after the anchor was weighed ; 
that the deponent did not hear any conversation between 
the said John Murray and any other person, relative to the 
taking any goods out of the said Ship, nor does he be- 
lieve that any boat was employed for that purpose ; that 
the deponent's business on board was to copyTn voices and 
letters. And further this deponent saith not. 

V Jotl-f „Graham. 

Sworn, this 7th day of March, before me, 

D. Matthews. 



New-York, Wednesday, March 8. 1775. 

On Friday evening last, a number of persons who dis- 
approved of the proposal made by the Committee for this 
City and County, in their advertisement, published Thurs- 
day, met at the house of the widow De La Montagnie, 
and after choosing Mr. John Thurman Chairman, proposed 
attempting to get the business intended for last Monday, 
(viz : the choice of persons to meet the Deputies from 
the Counties, for the purpose of choosing Delegates for 
the next Congress) postponed until the 20th of April, 
and published a handbill, desiring those who were of their 
sentiments to meet them there on~Monday, the 6th in- 
stant, at ten o'clock, and proceed from thence to the 
Exchange. 

A number of the friends of Constitutional Liberty, bear- 
ing of this manoeuvre, and apprehending a scheme was on 
foot to defeat the design of sending Delegates to the Con- 
gress, met on the next evening, and determined to support 
the Committee, of whose virtue "and patriotism we liave 
had ample experience. At the close of the meeting, a 
gentleman having informed the company that the owners 
of the Ship Beulah (some time since arrived from Lon- 
don) had not performed their promise of sending her 
back, and that, therefore, the Committee's T3oat had left 
her; about three hundred citizens unanTMousTy deter- 
mined to wait upon the owners to know why the Beulah 
had not sailed, and required the Captain's repairing imme- 
diately on board his Ship, then lying at the watering place, 
in order to her departure with the first iairwind. This 
service was effectually performed ; and_ next day the Vessel 
fell down to the Hook, from whence she put to Season 
Tuesday. 

Early on Monday morning preparations were. macle for 
the meeting at the Exchange. A Union Flag, with a Ted 
field, was hoisted on the Liberty-pole, where, at nine 
o'clock, the friends of Freedom assembled, ancT having'got 
in proper readiness, about eleven o'clock the Jbody began 
their march to the Exchange. They were attended by 
mnsick ; and two standard bearers" Tamed a Targe Union 
Flag, with a blue field, on which were the following inscrip- 
tions : On one side, George III. — Rex and the Liberties 
of America. — No Popery. On the other: The Union 
of the Colonies, and the Measures of Congress. Some 
time after they had arrived at the. Exchange, came also 
the other company, who had met at the widow De Z,a 
Montagnie' s, among whom were some Officers of the Army 
and Navy, several of His Majesty's Council, and those 
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Members of the House of Representatives, who Lad re- 
fused taking into consideration the proceedings of the Con- 
gress, together with Officers of the Customs, and other de- 
pendants on the Court, &c. Soon after the parties met, 
some confusion arose, but subsided without any bad conse- 
quences. The Chairman of the Committee then pro- 
ceeded to explain the design of the meeting ; after which 
lie proposed the following questions, viz : 

First Question. Whether a certain number of persons 
shall be appointed and authorized to meet such Deputies 
as the Counties may elect, and join with them for the sole 
purpose of appointing out of their body, on the 20th of 
April next, Delegates for the next Congress ? 

Second Question. Whether this meeting will authorize 
the Committee to nominate eleven Deputies for their ap- 
probation ? 

Both of which were carried in the affirmative. The 
meeting, and the majority which determined the questions, 
are supposer! to have been the most numerous and respect- 
able ever known in this City on the decision of any pub- 
lick proposal. The business of the day being finished, the 
friends ofTFreedom paraded through one of the principal 
streets of the City, to the Liberty-pole, and there dis- 
persed, in the most quiet and orderly manner. 



New- York, March 8, 1775. 

The notification of the Committee, dated March 1, in- 
duced several worthy citizens, friends of Liberty and the 
Constitution, to assemble at the widow De La Montagnie's, 
on Friday evening, the 3d instant. The measure sug- 
gested by the Committee appeared to them to be liable to 
exception, as the probable tendency of it seemed to be the 
introduction of a Provincial Congress. They thought, 
too, that in a measure of so much importance to the com- 
munity, no precipitate steps should be taken ; that our fel- 
low-citizens had a right to a little longer time than the 
Committee _had thought proper to allow them ; and they 
objected to the modejaf taking the sense of the City by 
collecting the people together. They were apprized of 
the c onfu sion, the heats and animosity, of which such a 
proceeding is generally productive ; that on such occasions 
those citizens, who alone ought to be consulted, and who 
alone have a right to give their voices, namely, the Free- 
holders and Freemen, were liable to insults and indignities ; 
and that, as it was impossible to discriminate between them 
and such as were collected on purpose to make a show of num- 
bers, they foresaw that the mode proposed was entirely in- 
adequate to the purpose of taking the sense of the City, in 
which". they were confirmed by the experience of last year; 
when, alter the Town had beei*-kept in confusion, tumult, 
and disorder , for a long time, about the election of Dele- 
gates, the passing Resolves, meeting in the Fields, &,c, the 
late reputabTcTComrnittee of Correspondence had recourse 
to a poll, which was fo und the only essential measure of 
ascertain ing what the sense of their fellow-citizens was. 
With ITie" benefit o f this experience, and under the influ- 
ence ojLsentiments founded in prudence and moderation, 
as well as deference and respect for their fellow-citizens, 
the friends of Constirutional Liberty could not but disap- 
prove of the measure a dopted by the Committee. They 
propo sed that the election of Delegates should be post- 
poned lor a tim e, wEen jhey intended, if, from the deter- 
minations of our Assembly now sitting, and the advices 
which might arrive b~y the expected Packet, some measure 
could jiot be adopted with the consent of all parties, and 
without division, that in such case the sense of the free- 
spirited and independent Electors of this City should be 
takenlty a poll, by which those who had a right to give 
their voices might be distinguished from such as had not, 
and when_the_respectable citizens, in the exercise of Con- 
stitutional rights and franchises, lie blended with the rab- 
ble, which may always be collected by the pageantry of a 
flag, ancPthe sound of a drum and fife. Unfortunately, 
howeveF, the hopes which might be entertained from a 
calm, deliberate consideration of this measure, and thereby 
of healing our divisions, and of deriving weight to our de- 
terminations from the unanimity with which they might be 
carried, were defeated ; for the day was fixed, and at hand. 
Accordingly on Monday, at the Exchange, a vast concourse 
of people were assembled ; the Chairman of the Com- 
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mittee put two questions, upon each of which there was a 
very great division. Those who were opposed to the 
question, demanded a poll, for these reasons : that the 
business of the day was to take the sense of the Free- 
holders and Freemen ; that none but such had a right to 
give their voices, and that it was impossible to discriminate 
them from those who had not such right. It is said that 
the Committee, in the evening, took up the consideration 
of the proceedings of the day; that many of them report- 
ed, that the majority of the people were in favour of the 
question ; that they were, therefore, authorized to proceed 
to the election of Deputies to meet Deputies from the 
Counties in Provincial Convention. Qn_the contrary, it 
is the opinion of a very great majority of our fellow-citi- 
zens, that no new powers would have been vested in the 
Committee by the transactions of that day ; that they were 
appointed in matters relative to the Association only; that 
they had themselves disclaimed all other powers ; that they 
had called the Freeholders and Freemen together in order 
to take their sentiments ; that it was impossible, from the 
nature of the thing, to determine on which side the ma- 
jority was. " 

The weight of the objections, therefore, to the measure 
of collecting the people together, appears from the event ; 
and after the most disagreeable consequences which have 
followed, it will still be necessary to take that, as the last 
resource, which in prudence should have been the first 
measure, namely, taking every Elector's vote by a regular 
poll. Impartial. 



Committee Chamber, New- York, March 8, 1775. 

Ordered, That Philip Livingston and John Jay, Es- 
quires, be a Committee to wait on Mr. James Rivinglon, 
and request of him to acquaint this Committee by whose 
information, or by what authority, he published the follow- 
ing paragraph in his Gazetteer of 2d March, 1775 : 

" Last Monday the Committee of Observation met. It 
was proposed that they should nominate Delegates to the 
Continental Congress, for the approbation of this City and 
County; but being opposed, the final determination of the 
Committee was deferred until their next meeting:" 

The said paragraph being entirely and wholly false and 
groundless; and also to inform Mr. Rivington, that in 
printing the notice of the Committee of the 27th Febru- 
ary, 1775, respecting the non-consumption of India Tea 
being then soon to take place, it was inserted, non-impor- 
tation, instead of non-consumption ; and desire him to cor- 
rect the mistake in his next Paper. And that the said 
Committee do make their report at their next Meeting. 

Committee Chamber, New- York, Marph.J3, 1775. 

Mr. Chairman : In pursuance of an order of this Com- 
mittee, of the 8th instant, we waited upon Mr. Rivington, 
and requested him to acquaint this Committee, by whose 
information, or by what authority he published the para- 
graph mentioned in the said order, in Ms Gazetteer of the 
2d instant. Mr. Rivington told us he published it from 
common report, but would be more careful for the future, 
and was willing to contradict it.* The errour Mr, Rivington 
committed in printing the notice of this- Committeeof the 
27th February, 1775, respecting the non-constimption of 
India Tea being then soon to take place, he has corrected. 

Phil. Livingston, 
John Jay. 

Resolved, That common report is not sufficient authority 
for any Printer in this City to publish any matters as facts 
relative to this Committee, and tending to expose them to 
the resentment of their Constituents, and the odium of the 
Colonies ; for that the transactions of this Committee are 
not kept secret, and any person may, withease, know the 

* The Committee have not been precise in their manner of pub. 
halting my reply ; to the above particulars, I added, " that what was 
related in my Paper was credited ; yet if they would furnish me with 
accounts of their Proceedings, I might be able, to print them without 
errour." 

I cannot think my conduct on this occasion merits so formal and 
publick a reprehension ; a reprehension highly favouring of Legisla- 
tive authority, seemingly calculated to aggrandize the. power of the 
accusers, and to disparage tho political reputation of a persecuted, 
and, to the everlasting disgrace of many County Committoes, a pro- 
scribed Printer. Jajjes Rivington. 

New-York, March 16, 1775. 
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truth of such reports, by applying to any of the Members 
of the Committee, who are numerous, and to be found in 
almost every part of the City. 

Ordered, That the foregoing Order, Report, and Resolve, 
be forthwith printed in all the Papers. 

By order of the Committee, 

Isaac Low, Chairman. 



TO THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND. 

London, March 7, 1775 

Some three, four, and five centuries ago, it was usual at 
the close of our Parliament to distinguish them, according 
to their deserts, by some particular epithet, whether good, 
bad, or indifferent. In consequence of this laudable usage, 
I find one of our Parliaments stands stigmatized with the 
opprobrious epithet of " ignorant ;" a second with that of 
" insane ;" and a third with that of the " merciless Par- 
liament." 

Any one of these severe, yet just epithets, our readers 
most probably will think a sufficient mark of detestation to 
damn the actors and acts of such a Parliament to all pos- 
terity. But what must posterity think of that Parliament, 
who, at this present hour, have actually two Bills before 
them, the first of which is to attaint, and consequently to 
hang, draw, and quarter, one half of our American bre- 
thren ; while the second is to prohibit their Fisheries, and 
consequently to starve the other half to death.. Should 
these two Bills be enacted into two Laws, will not posterity 
deservedly brand that Parliament with all the three co- 
united epithets abovementioned ; and whenever they make 
mention of it with horrour, as they must always do, will 
they not have reason to call it " the ignorant-insane-mer- 
ciless Parliament of 1775?" But in charity to the two 
Houses, let us hope the King, whose most amiable prero- 
gative is certainly that of " mercy," will pay some little 
attention to his coronation-oath. Let us hope, as his coro- 
nation-oath absolutely enjoins that " mercy" shall pervade 
and govern all the acts of his own judgment, he will not 
deliberately and indelibly blot his name with so foul a 
stain, by lending it to either of these two merciless, unna- 
tural, inhuman Bills. 

After this seasonable, and I hope successful admonition 
to the Royal ear, I proceed to show my countrymen, 
that as the Americans have not taken any step but what is 
fully guarantied by the Runnymede Treaty, so, no act of 
any preceding, or of the present, or of any future Parlia- 
ment can either declare or enact them to be guilty of any 
one breach of the Constitution, and consequently they are 
not guilty of high treason. 

That the Americans have convened a Continental Con- 
gress without any writs of Summons from the King ; that 
they have actually called out and arrayed their Militia 
without any orders from Government here at home ; and 
that they are determined to resist with an armed force 
certain unconstitutional Acts of the last Parliament, I rea- 
dily agree with the Royalists. But, that these same Ame- 
ricans' are guilty of high treason against the King or King- 
dom, by reason of any one, or all of these self-defensive 
proceedings, I absolutely deny. For I neither know of, 
nor ever will acknowledge, any deed of the subject to be 
high treason; but what is stipulated, ratified, and confirmed 
to be such by some one of our four Constitutions or defi- 
nitive Treaties. 

Let us see, then, by what constitutional characteristicks 
we may infallibly know what this crime of high treason is. 

From the Norman Treaty we may learn by the several 
Articles, " De Proditione, that it is high treason against 
the King where any liege subject shall insidiate the King's 
death, either by himself, or by hired assassins, or by his 
own servants." Thus stood high treason against the King 
till the Runnymede Treaty took effect, when this species 
of it was enlarged so as to include not only the King*s 
person, but also that of his Queen, and of all their chil- 
dren. " Sa m persona regis, et regina, et eorum libe- 
rorum." 

There is another species of high treason mentioned in 
the Norman Treaty, and that is, where any liege subjects 
of the King", "or any liege men of some Baron, shall, either 
on a Naval or Land_Expedition, desert from the Command- 
er-in-chief or his associate, through fear of the war or 



death, " timiditate belli vel mortis.'''' And this is pro- 
perly called high treason, not against the King singly, but 
against the King and Kingdom. I do not find any other 
high treasons affecting the subject in any one of our four 
Constitutions. 

Agreeable then to the Constitutional Law of .tins. Realm, 
I define high treason against the King to be "an insidious 
attempt or design of a liege subject (either with his own 
hand or that of his servants) to take away the life of the 
King, the Queen, or any of their children ; but it must be 
done insidiously, and not otherwise." 

I also define high treason against the King and Kingdom 
to be "a desertion of our Sea or Land Forces, either in a 
sea or land expedition, or in the day of battle ;" but not at 
any other times. ;'_''; --■^~_--~--~ 

Compare the present resistance of the Americans with 
either of these two definitions, and I shall challenge any 
man to point out any one stage of their conduct that 
amounts to high treason, or, indeed, to any crime or offence 
whatsoever against the British Constitution. When, for 
instance, were they ever charged, or suspected of any sin- 
ister attempt, or insidious design against the lives of any of 
the Royal family ? Or, when were they ever known to 
have deserted in the day of battle? Can the Crown Law- 
yers produce any Constitution, or even any one Act of Par- 
liament that impeaches the credit or boUomness of my 
definition ? If not, will they submit their own definition 
to the same unerring criterion anil fair test? Their best 
definition, and that in which they all concurred, was, " that 
to resist any Law with an armed force, is high treason." 
This is an imperfect, Jame defihitidnpju best,_for it only 
defines what high treason is, but is entirely silent as to 
what is not high treason. Besides, how can this definition of 
theirs stand with the Runnymede Treaty, which impera- 
tively enjoins, not barely licences; - hut absolutely, I say, 
enjoins, the subjects, when they find any Laws made in 
violation, derogation, or abrogation or any one Article of 
the Runnymede Treaty, to take up arms toties quoties, 
and resist the execution of such unconstitutional Laws, if 
the King for the time being shall not previously, upon Pe- 
tition, have repealed the same? This is _the very case at 
present with the Americans. Acts of Parliament have 
been made in oppression of them, and in express violation 
of the Runnymede Treaty. They Tiave petitioned against 
these Acts. The King first, and afterwards the two Houses 
of Parliament, have turned a deaf ear to their Petitions. 
Obtaining no redress from King or Parliament, they have 
recourse to Arms. " Yes — but (say the Crown Lawyers) 
that very resistance, according to our definition, is high 
treason." What ! shall that be high treason in any sub- 
jects of the British Empire, for the doing of which they 
not only are imperatively enjoined by, butliave the guar- 
antee and sanction of the Runnymede Treaty ? Or, is 
there any Act of Parliament now in being, that makes the 
American resistance to be high treasoa? ILnot, shall an 
ex-post-facto Law, and that too made in glaring violation of 
Magna Charta, overrule, nay, abrogate, Magna Charta 
itself? Look over your whole range ofliigh-treason Laws, 
(those excepted which 1 have mentioned as constitutionally 
such,) and what are they, in fact, but so many Parliamentary 
assurances of the people, that they will not call these trea- 
son-enacting Kings to publick account for certain alarm- 
ing deeds, which, though perhaps they may be" strictly 
legal of themselves, yet, by an overstrained interpretation, 
might be adjudged to be of a doubtful, if not of a criminal 
nature ? I scarcely recollect one high-treason Law to 
have been enacted, except it was during a reign in which 
the National Religion was abolished, or the New Religion 
not thoroughly established, or the hereditary succession to 
the Crown interrupted, or where the King upon the Throne 
either was a notorious usurper, or a parricide, or had mur- 
dered his uncle, his brother, his wives, or his nephews. 
Let me add, too, that these temporary high-treason Acts 
of Parliament have always been deemed so highly odjble, 
or suspicious, that they have generally been repealed by 
the next immediately succeeding King, unless indeed he 
stood (which hath sometimes been the case) in the same 
predicament with his Royal predecessor. Let us hear, 
then, no more of a definition, which absurdly tells us, 
" That to resist a Law, however unconstitutional it may 
be, is nevertheless high treason." If this definition be 
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admissible, I am afraid it will go so far as to make our 
very Statute Books guilty of high treason ; for if your 
readers will turn to the general index of our Statute Books, 
under the article ;< King," they will there find the title of 
one of our Acts of Parliament running in the very words 
following : " Resistance of evil Administration, by War, 
justified." The Statute to which this title refers is penned 
in the old French law-language, and the translator of It 
has mistranslated the word " War," for an armed force, or 
a strong hand. I made this observation, because, by our 
Constitution, there is an essential distinction between an 
armed force and a War. The latter is applicable only 
where the subjects of two different Kings, or two sover- 
eign States, are fighting against one another : by the former, 
we understand, here in England, that the subjects of one 
and the same King are fighting against each other. The 
word " Guerre" or War, is twice used in this Statute, and 
in both places it speaks of War with foreign Kings ; but 
whenever, in this Statute, there is any mention of the resist- 
ance which the Duke of Gloucester made to the King's 
Troops, it is not called a " Guerre" or War, but a com- 
batement, or combat. The same nicety of expression 
is sedulously observed in the Runnymede Treaty ; for 
whenever King John uses the word " Guerre," or " Gucr- 
rina," it is clearly expressive of a war with the King of 
England, and some other King or Nation : for instance, 
" cum scimus quomodo mercatores terra nostra tyactantur, 
qui inveniuntur in terra contra nos in guerrina, si nostri 
salva sint ibi, alii salvi sint in terra nostra." On. the 
contrary, when this same King John mentions the resist- 
ance which the. Barons made against his authority, he 
does not call it by the odious name of " a War," but only 
by that of " discord." As for example, " a tempore dis- 
cordia plcne omnibus remisimus et condonavimiis ." This 
distinction, I say, is essentially necessary ; for every War, 
properly so called, between one King and another, hath 
always for its object (however that object may be modified 
or disguised) either the preservation or extension of their 
respective Dominions; but that resistance which, in the 
Runnymede Treaty is called "discord," and in the Sta- 
tute_a.boye_jil_l.uded to is called " combat," hath no other 
object in view but the_ mere preservation of the people's 
rights and liberties ; besides, in the former, if the King be 
taken prisoner, his life is forfeited ; in the latter, his life is 
sacred ; and this accounts_for the justification of resistance, 
for if .the. object itself be just, then the resistance of course 
is justifiable. 

I have been careful to simplify this distinction, because 
it wilL explain .a__cla_u.se in the Twenty-fifth of our Third 
Edward, winch hath been either grossly misunderstood, or 
wickedly perverted, by the King's Judges. The clause I 
allude to is that by which " to levy War against our Lord 
the King, within his Realm," is declared to be high treason. 
And .doubtless it is ; not because it is one of the special 
prerogatives of the Crown to make or denounce War, but 
because the King, if taken prisoner by a subject in a War 
levied by a subject, would certainly meet with no quarter; 
and. where the J'salva persona regis" is not observed, 
there it would be high treason, and constitutionally so, 
which is an irrefragable, indestructible, proof of the genu- 
ineiLess andbottomness of my definition of high treason- 
But treasonable Jeyying of War by no means concludes 
that, species of resistance„.against the kingly authority, in 
which the Americans &xe M this moment actually embark- 
ed ; for that resistance amounts to nothing more than " a 
discord," very properly so called ; for the King himself 
may, whenever he pleases, restore it to harmony, by relax- 
ing the over-strained, jarring, chord of Government. If, 
on the contrary, he attempts to strain it one note higher, 
the__c_hord_itself, in this over tension, may burst asunder. 
But even then theconsequences would not be fatal to him ; 
forshould they chance to. take him prisoner, he would not 
only be entitled to his ■__" salva persona," but it would be 
unconstitutional in them to put him to death. 

That levying of War, properly so called, does not ex- 
tend to constitutional resistance, also plainly appears from 
a Proclamation in Parliament, issued by this Edward the 
Third, in whose reign this same Statute of high treason 
was .ordained. For this blessed King, (as Sir Edward 
Coke, in his exposition of this Statute, gravely calls him,) 
having dethroned and imprisoned his own father, openly 



proclaims in Parliament, " that no person, great or small, 
who pursued and took his father in custody, and who still 
remains in custody, shall be any ways hindered, molested, 
or grieved, for or by reason of such pursuit and imprisonment 
of his said father." A similar Proclamation was also made, 
word for word, in Parliament, by our Fourth Henry, who, 
while he was only a subject, had pursued and taken into 
safe custody, Richard the Second ; so that these Procla- 
mations being conformant to the true spirit of the Runny- 
mede Treaty, were matters of course; and the Proclama- 
tions above mentioned only revived and enforced that 
clause of the treaty, but enacted no new *Law, which no 
Proclamation can do. 

Thus, sir, I have clearly proved that the present resist- 
ance of th.e Americans is imperatively enjoined by our 
great Charter of Liberties ; that it is supported and cor- 
roborated by Statutes and Proclamations, all penned in the 
true spirit of our great Charter ; and that it does by no 
means come within the description of levying War against 
the King, nor in any manner within the purview of the 
Twenty-fifth of Edward the Third ; and that consequently 
the resistance of the Americans cannotjustly or constitu- 
tionally be enacted by the present or any future Parlia- 
ment to be high treason. Brecknock. 



CONSTITUTIONAL SOCIETY. 

London, Tuesday, March 7, 1775. 

The Treasurer to the Constitutional Society reported 
that he had received the following Letters, with the en- 
closed sums. 

To the Constitutional Society : 

Gentlemen : The Collector of the. Land Tax received 
from me this week Seven Pounds Thirteen Shillings; and 
I know it will be employed as usual, to pay prostituted 
Parliament pensioners for voting away the liberty of Eng- 
lishmen as well as Americans. I send you Fifteen Pounds, 
and for every Pound that is taken from mc for the bad pur- 
poses of the present plans of Administration, I will hereaf- 
ter regularly send you Two, to be applied in defence of 
American Liberty, and I hope others will do the same. 1 
have no objections to pay Taxes in support of an honest 
Government; but will voluntarily pay double against an 
infamous cabal, who are openly destroying the free Con- 
stitution of this Country. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

T. R, 

To Richard Oliver, Esq. : 

Sir : I saw in the Newspapers that the Constitutional 
Society had given a Hundred Pounds to the distressed in- 
habitants of Boston. If the trifle I sepd_.hergwith Jsjh.ought 
worthy of acceptance by the Society, F beg they would 
apply it to the same purpose : if not, I desire _it. _may be 
returned to the person who will bring the corner that is 
torn off from this letter. Most of the gentlemen in_my 
neighbourhood are desirous to assist jthgm; and _T1 know 
it will be acceptable, I will take care to.forward jheir.sub- 
scriptions to you. Any message given to the person who 
will bring the torn corner of this letter LJi'ilT be_Jait 
delivered to, sir, your humble servant, 

(With Twenty Pounds.) J. J. 

To Richard Oliver, Esq.: :: 

Sir : Enclosed I send you a Bank note, of Ten Pounds, 
which I desire you to pay into the. Constitutional Society. 
I mean it towards the relief and assistance of the^diftressed 
inhabitants of Boston, in America, and beg that it may 
make part of the next vote of supply from that Society, in 
favour of the Americans. Their cause is the__ cause _of 
England. 

* This Parliamentary Declaration divides treason ..into twddistitjet 
branches, namely, high and petit treason. _ But it is to be observed, 
the Lords and Commons most carefully and skilfully avoided tcrgive 
their accord to that branch of it which respects high treason, and only 
gave their simple accord to that branch of_.it which, sp ecifies__tjje 
offences of petit treason ; so that this Statut.eJs of force only so far as 
it declares what offences are petit treason, and_ abates, (as the.Lawycrs 
phrase it,) as to that part of it which decTaraTFveTy specifies "what par- 
ticular ;cfjmes are high treason, and consequently leaves that.hein.ous 
crime upon its proper constitutional basis __Ancf_t<___ what particular 
crimes high treason is restricted by the Constjiujion, I have^sufflcient- 
ly explained and ascertained in my two definitions of it before .men- 
tioned. 
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What have we at home but to resist a victorious Army, 
which will have been tried and modeled there, and de- 
voted to the Crown, returning to England from the con- 
quest of America .?. All is at stake! The single question 
is, whether the King of Great Britain shall, in future, be 
as absolutely despotick in every part of the Empire, as a 
late Act of Parliament appointed him to be forever in 
Canada ? If despotism had not been the favourite form 
of Government with the proposers of that Bill, they would 
not have established that form, when they had it at their 
option which to appoint. After the conquest over freedom 
in America, your Army will give them the same option in 
England ; and we already know their inclinations, 

I therefore set my foot here, and have as many Thou- 
sands as I now send Pounds, which I shall be_wijling to 
dedicate to the same purpose, if the situation of the Ame- 
ricans shall continue to require, and their conduct to de- 
serve, support. 

I am, sir, with the greatest esteem for you and the gen- 
tlemen of the Society, your humble servant, H. B. J. 

To the Constitutional Society : 

When the common rights of Englishmen are invaded 
in any part of the British Dominions, my mite shall never 
be wanting to assist those who struggle like men for the 
rights of men. This Twenty Pounds and my prayers, is 
all I have to give. May God prosper the honest efforts of 
the Americans, and make them at length the happy instru- 
ments of bringing to justice those traitors who have long 
trampled upon us here with impunity. And may God 
bless you, gentlemen, for the honest example you have set 
us. William Finch. 

The Treasurer likewise reported that he had received a 
Ten Pound Bank note and Four Guineas, enclosed in a 
cover, directed to him with these words, " To the Bos-. 
tonians?' 



Then an amendment was proposed to be made to the 
said motion, by leaving out the word " treasonable." 

Which being objected to, after debate, the question was 
put, " Whether the word ' treasonable' shall stand part of 
the motion ?" 

And it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Then it was moved, "To agree to the said Resolution, 
as at first proposed." 

Which being objected to, the question was put there- 
upon : 

And it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That His Majesty's Attorney General do pro- 
secute the Printer and Authors of the said Paper. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON, DATED MARCH 7, 

1775. 

Yesterday, No. Ill of a periodical Paper, called " The 
Crisis." and a pamphlet with the same title, containing 
Thoughts on American Affairs, were burnt by the com- 
mon hangman, at Westminster Hall gale, pursuant to an 
unanimous order of the House of Lords and Commons. 
Assoon as the condemned papers were burnt, a man 
threw into the fire the " Address of both Houses of Par- 
liament to His Majesty, declaring the Bostonians in actual 
Rebellion ;" likewise the Address of the Bishops and 
Clergy assembled in Convocation. The Sheriffs were much 
hissed for attending, and the populace diverted themselves 
with throwing the fire at each other. 

And this day, at twelve o'clock, the Sheriffs attended 
at the Royal Exchange for the above purpose; but as soon 
as the fire was lighted, it was put out, and dead dogs and 
cats thrown at the Officers ; a fire was then made in Corn- 
hill, and the executioner did his duty. Sheriff Hart was 
wounded in the wrist, and Sheriff Plainer in the breast, by 
a brick-bat; Mv._Gates, the City Marshal, was dismount- 
ed, and with much difficulty saved his life. 

No less than three publications, under the name of The 
Crisis, have.:come"under Parliamentary inquiry; the first 
in the year 1714, written by Sir Richard Steele, a Mem- 
ber of Parliament, for which he was expelled the House; 
and the two which were burnt at the Royal Exchange yes- 
terday. 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, Fobruary 27, 1775. 

Complaint was, made to the House of a printed Paper, 
intituled, "The Crisis, No. Ill, Saturday, February 4, 
1775, printed and published for the Authors, by T. W. 
Shaw, Fleet Street, opposite Anderton's Coffee-House." 

The said Paper was read by the Clerk. 

The Earl of Radnor moved to " Resolve, that the Pa- 
per called 'The Crisis, No. Ill,' is a false, daring, infa- 
mous, seditious, and treasonable libel on His Majesty, de- 
signed to alienate the affections of His Majesty's subjects 
from his Royal Person and Government, and to disturb 
the Peace of the Kingdom." 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, February 07, J775. 

A complaint being made to the House of a printed Pa- 
per, intituled, " The Crisis, No. Ill, dated Saturday, Feb- 
ruary 4, 1775, printed and published for the Authors, by 
T. W. Shaw, in Fleet Street/' 

The said Paper was delivered in at the Clerk's table, 
and read. 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That the said Paper is 
a false, scandalous, and seditious libel, highly and unjustly 
reflecting on His Majesty's sacred person, and tending to 
alienate the affections, and inflame the minds, of His Ma- 
jesty's subjects against his person and Government. 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That one of the said 
printed Papers be burnt by the hands of the common hang- 
man in New-Palace Yard, Westminster, on Monday, the 
6th day of March next, at one of the clock in the after- 
noon ; and that another of the said printed Papers be burnt 
by the hands of the common hangman, before the Royal 
Exchange in London, on Tuesday, the 7th day of March 
next, at the same hour; and that thTe Sheriffs of London 
and Middlesex do attend at the said times and places re- 
spectively, and cause the same to be burni. there _accord- 

■ng'y- ... . * ... 



THE CRISIS. NO. I. 

To the People of England and America : 

Friends and Fellow-subjects..: It as with the great- 
est propriety I address this paper to you. It is in your 
defence, at this great, this important crisis, I take the pen 
in hand. A crisis big with the fate of the most glorious 
Empire known in the records of time ; and by your firm- 
ness and resolution only, it can be saved from destruction. 
By your firmness and resolution, you may preserve to your- 
selves, your immediate offspring, and latest posterity, all 
the glorious blessings of freedom given by Heaven to un- 
deserving mortals; by your supineness and pusillanimity, 
you will entail on yourselves, your children, and millions 
yet unborn, misery and slavery. 

It is in your defence I now stand forth to oppose the 
most sanguinary and despotick Court that ever disgraced 
a free Country. It is in your defence! now__unsheath the 
sword of Justice, to oppose the most profligate and. aban- 
doned Administration that ever showed the weakness, or 
abused the confidence, of a Prince. It is in your defence 
I now stand forth, with a firmness and resolution becom- 
ing an Englishman determined to be free, to oppose every 
arbitrary and every unconstitutional Act, of a venal and 
corrupt majority, smuggled into the present new-fangled 
Court Parliament, through the villany of Lord North, and 
purchased with the publick money, to betray their trust, 
enslave the people, subvert the Protestant religion, and 
destroy the glory, the honour, interest, and commerce, 
both foreign and domestick, of Englaml^ and America ; 
and all this villanous sacrifice of a great Empire, a brave 
people, and the glorious truths of Heaven, to ambitious 
views, and to gratify the mean vindictive spirit of one, as- 
sisted by a numerous train of deputy tyrants, whose sole 
aim has been to trample under foot the sacred rights of 
mankind, and the English Constitution. ..._'"' 

It is in your defence, and in defence of_ the liberties of 
my Country, that I now stand forth, with, a fixed resolu- 
tion, to oppose, and show to the world, unawed by fear, 
the dangerous tendency of every act of lawless power, 
whether it shall proceed from the. King, the Lords, or the 
Commons. : . . . 
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I will endeavour, in conjunction witli my fellow-labourer 
in this great work, to rescue the liberty of the Press (that 
bulwark of freedom) from the ruin with which it is now 
threatened, by special juries of Middlesex, and the arbitra- 
ry decisions of a Scotch Chief Justice, the glorious advo- 
cates for despotick sway. The heavy fines and cruel im- 
prisonment of the two Wood/alls, without even the ap- 
pearance of guilt, and contrary to the intention of the Jury, 
will be faithfully recorded by the pen of truth, and fill 
many pages in the black catalogue of Murray's crimes. 
It shall be my endeavour, in this degenerate age, to revive 
the dying embers of freedom, and rouse my countrymen in 
England from that lethargick state of supineness and inat- 
tention, in which they seem to sleep at this time of national 
danger, when a mighty Kingdom, and all the dearest rights 
of men are hastening to their ruin ; that they may yet 
stand high on the roll of fame, equal with their brave and 
virtuous brethren in America, who are now struggling in 
the glorious cause of liberty, against the cruel oppressions 
and the destructive designs of exalted villains, whose ac- 
tions will be transmitted to posterity in characters of blood, 
and their names forever branded with eternal marks of 
infamy ; while America will remain the glory and admira- 
tion of the world, and be held in the highest veneration to 
the end of time. __ Let not the long envied glory of Bri- 
tain, O my countrymen ! be eclipsed by the virtuous ac- 
tions of ihe Americans in the new world. Our danger is 
the same; their cause is our cause; with the constitutional 
rights of America, must fall the liberties of England. Let 
us, then, show ourselves equal to them in virtue, courage, 
firmness, and resolution ; and as they have done, prove to 
the world we are alike enemies to tyranny, and that we 
nevenvill be slaves to one, nor to a majority of five hun- 
dred and fifty -eight tyrants. We will strain every nerve, 
and brave every danger, to stimulate our countrymen on 
thisisicTe ilwAtlanticlc, to a noble exertion of their rights 
as freemen ; to show them the danger, as well as the infa- 
myyof remaining quiet spectators of their own destruction ; 
and to remove that dark cloud of slavery, which now ob- 
scures the glorious light of freedom ; and but for the vir- 
tue of our forefathers, would, ages ago, have overwhelmed 
this Kingdom, like the States around us, in a long, a last- 
ing night of misery and ruin. 

Upon this plan, and with these principles, we set out, 
and intend to proceed, that the present (if not too far de- 
generated) Trad future generations may enjoy, undiminished, 
all the blessings of liberty. To accomplish this end we will 
risk every thing that is dear to man, and brave both Royal 
and Ministerial vengeance, to preserve from ruin, if possi- 
ble, the natural rights of mankind, the sacred Constitution 
of the British Empire, and the freedom of our Country. 

Agreeable to our motto, we shall ever think " liberty 
with danger, is preferable to servitude with security." We 
should glory in the smiles of our Sovereign, but will never 
purchase_ them, attbe expense of our liberty ; nor will we 
ever give~up, but with our lives, the right to expose, and 
publickly display, in Till its hideous forms, the cruel despo- 
tism of tyrants. We can conceive no reason why the laws 
and religion of England should be sported with, and tram- 
pled under foot, by a Prince of the House of Brunswick, 
rather than by one of the House of Stuart. Surely, upon 
everyprmciple of justice, reason, and common sense, what- 
ever is tyranny and murder in one man, is equally so in 
another ; and if it is just to oppose and resist one, it is as 
just to oppose and resist the other. It is not a name, nor 
an office, however important, that can or ought to bring 
respect and reverence to the possessor, while he acts be- 
low, and is unworthy of them. Folly and villany ought 
to have no asylum ; nor can titles sanctify crimes, though, 
in uuv days, they protect criminals. A royal, right hon- 
ourable, or a right reverend robber, is the most dangerous 
robber, and consequently the most to be detested. 

Our modern advocates for villany and slavery, have 
found out a new way of arguing and convincing the judg- 
ments of men ; they make nice distinctions without a differ- 
ence, and tell the world what was tyranny in the time of 
Charles the First, is not tyranny in the reign of George 
the Third ; and to this they add a long catalogue of virtues, 
which he never possessed. They say he is pious ; that his 
chief aim is to render his subjects a happy, great, and free 
people. These, and many other falsehoods equally wick- 



ed and absurd, they endeavour to instil into the minds of 
the too easily deluded English. These, and such like arti- 
fices, have ever been made use of in the reign of arbitrary 
Kings, to deceive the people, and make them, with more 
ease, and to chains well polished, submit their necks, and 
even reverence and adore the hand that rivets them. Thus 
do tyrants succeed, and the galling yoke of slavery, so 
much complained of by almost every Nation in the world, 
becomes a crime of the first magnitude in the people, 
through their own credulity and vile submission. Truth, m 
spite of all the false colouring of venal writers, speaks a 
different language, and declares, in opposition to the pen 
of falsehood, that bloodshed and slaughter, violence and 
oppression, Popery and lawless power, characterize the 
present reign; and we will defy even the pensioned John- 
son, after the closest examination of the two reigns, to tell 
which is the best. Charles broke his coronation oath, butch- 
ered his subjects, made ten thousand solemn promises he 
never intended to perform, and often committed perjury ; 
(but these are no crimes in a King, for all Kings have a 
divine right to be devils.) He tried_to overturn the Con- 
stitution by force, but found his mistake when it was too 
late, and that even royal villany does not always succeed, 
and when the just vengeance of Heaven overtook him, he 
saw (though he would not. believe it before, and imagined 
he had a divine right to shed human blood) that the same 
power which raised him up could pull him down. The 
present Sovereign, not willing to make a figure in history 
without a head, and being more mild.and gentle, just and 
good, has improved upon the plan, and is now tearing up 
the Constitution by the roots, under the form of_law._ This 
method of proceeding is certainly much safer, and more 
judicious, as well as just ; for what right can ^English- 
man have to complain, when he is legally made a slave by 
Act of Parliament. How wicked ! how rebellious! must 
the Americans be, and what levelling principles must they 
possess, to resist the divine right of the Lords and Com- 
mons, under the sanction of a divine Act of PiLtiiament, 
sent from Heaven to plunder, butcher, starve, or enslave 
them, just as it shall come into their divine heads, or the 
heads. of .their divine instruments; and when once they 
have carried this divine law into execution, according to 
their righteous intention, we shall soon see, on this side the 
Ailanticlc, that they have the sameajvine right to use us in 
the same merciful and divine manner. This is but the first 
divine step of a diabolical plan for shedding human blood, 
reducing an industrious, brave, flourishing, andTree people, 
from a state of affluence to that of .misery, beggary, and 
slavery; and nothing but a resolution in" ihe people here, 
will be. able to prevent the next divine step of the same 
plan, from laying in ruins all the rights of the British, with 
those of the American, world. 

The altar of despotism is erected in America, and we 
shall be the next victims to lawless power; all the hor- 
rours of slavery now stare us in the face ; our religion 
subverted ; freedom, law, and right, artfully undermined ; 
the Roman Catholick religion not tolerated but establish- 
ed ; a majority of the House of Commons and the House 
of Lords mere creatures of the King; in short, every 
engine of oppression and arbitrary power is at" "work, to 
accomplish our.ruin. ~: = ~ .._"." ._'.'_; .1": 

O, rny countrymen, that we could but inspire you with 
noble sentiments of liberty, rouse you to adjust sense of 
your immediate danger, and make you feel, sensibly feel, 
a]l the blessings derived from freedom, the. natural right of 
every man, but more particularly of Englishmen; it is our 
birthright, our inheritance ; it was handed down to us by 
our ancestors, and sealed often with their bloqd. Let us, 
then, in justice to them, to ourselves, and to posterity, make 
a noble constitutional stand, in conjunction with our noble 
and spirited, but suffering, fellow-subjects .in.. America, 
against the present plan, long fixed by the minions of pow- 
er to destroy it, and overturn the Constitution/a Constitu- 
tion ten thousand times superiour to any system ever de- 
vised by the Greeks or Romans. _~. ::::.:. ~. 

At such a time as this, when the merciless, the relent- 
less band of tyranny is tearing out .the. vitals of freedom, 
sapping the foundations of publick security, making a 
mockery of publick justice, and destroying all the envied 
rights oL Britain, and the truths oLHeavenj— I say, at 
such a time, to be inattentive or inactive, is infamy; and 
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lie who can tamely see his Country upon the brink of ruin, 
without putting out his arm, and lending a helping hand 
to rescue her from destruction, must be an abandoned 
wretch, a disgrace to the name of Englishman, and to his 
_C_oun_try. 



THE CRISIS. NO. II. 

A hloody Court, a bloody Ministry, and a bloody Parlia- 
ment. 

The sudden and unexpected dissolution of the last ruin- 
ous Parliament, gave a just and general alarm to the whole 
Nation ; and we may search in vain the voluminous pages 
of Grecian, Roman, or English history, to find such 
another plan of premeditated villany, for destroying, at one 
grand stroke of Royal and Ministerial policy, all the rights 
of a free people. Lord North, engendered in the womb 
of Hell ; raised by the fostering hand of infernal spirits ; 
and possessing principles which have eclipsed all the glories 
of his satanick parents, had the effrontery to declare, in 
the face of the House of Commons, and the world, but a 
few day before the recess of the late Parliament, that they 
should meet again early in October for the despatch of 
business. When he uttered the falsehood, it was suspected 
by many, and he well knew it had been determined that 
they should be dissolved, although the precise time was 
not fixed. On the 16th day of September, 1774, a notice 
was published in the_Gazette for the last Parliament to 
meet on the 15th of November; eleven days had not 
elapsed before a Proclamation appeared for its dissolution, 
and calling a new Parliament. Who can guard against de- 
ception, artifice, and villany, when stamped with Royal 
authority ? The very thought of an honest House of 
Commons struck terrour into the guilty soul of Lord North, 
the diabolical minion of Royal favour, and instrument of 
Royal vengeance ; nay, even the King, virtuous as he is, 
had his fears; and in order to secure their own creatures 
and dependants, or, in other words, to have the old Parlia- 
ment revived, and smuggle a majority of venal, abandoned 
miscreants, who would deny their God, or sell their souls for 
money, into the present House of Commons, Lord North 
sent letters to all his friends, that they might be prepared ; 
and it was known in the most distant parts of England, 
and even the time of election fixed in several Boroughs in 
Cornwall, some days before the Parliament was dissolved. 
This is a truth which Lord North, with all his consum- 
mate impudence, cannot deny. 

The Ministerial hacks were again set to work, to fabri- 
cate lies, and publish them in the Newspapers, to elude 
and deceive the electors, that little or no opposition might 
be made to the tools of Government. One report said 
the dissolution of Parliament was owing to some disagree- 
able advices received from America; and that our virtuous 
King, with "his still more virtuous Ministers, intended to adopt 
some conciliating measures with respect to the Colonies; 
and thatlt would betray a weakness in the King to let the 
same Parliament meet again to repeal those Acts which 
they but a few months before passed. Another report, 
equally true, asserted it was on account of intelligence re- 
c eived from the North, of a very alarming nature. And a 
third, that it was ocoasioned by a difference between the 
FrencL and English Ministry, which rendered such a step 
necessary, as there was great reason to believe we should 
soon he_ involved in War, and that it would be exceedingly 
improper to liave the Nation put in a ferment by a gene- 
ral election at so critical a time as that, and when the assist- 
ance of Parliament would be particularly wanted. A fourth 
report was, that Lord Chatham and his friends would be 
immediately taken into favour, and that there was to be an 
entire change in the .Ministry. JBy these low artifices and 
Ministerial lies, the people of England were lulled into a 
state of _supineness, and even made to lend a helping hand 
to complete their owniruin. 

The subsequent part. of this paper will unravel the. dia- 
b olica l sche me. Lord North saw a powerful opposition 
forming in every part of England; he was fearful ofjisso- 
ciations— he dreadeda Solemn League and Covenant, which 
he was certain t he people would have entered into for the 
preservation of therrrights and liberties, before next May, 
the tlmeTwhen the Parliament would have been dissolved 
of course ; he trembled for the event, conscious of his own 



villany, and that his head had been long forfeited to the 
justice of his Country ; he determined to lake the electors 
by surprise, to put them off their guard, and rob them of 
time, that no opposition might be made to his creatures ; 
and the people being prevented from fixing upon men of 
honest, independent principles, to whom they might with 
safety, delegate the important, the sacred trust of represen- 
tation. 

Lord North communicated his fears tojhe King ; painted 
the daring rebellious spirit of the Americans ; and told him 
that the people here were as disloyal and disaffected, and 
that hints had been thrown out in the publick prints, of 
plans forming in different parts of England for keeping 
out of the new Parliament most of his friends, and unless 
prevented by some well-concerted scheme, there was but 
too much reason to believe, from the spirit of the people, 
that they would succeed ; an event, says this traitor, much 
feared, and greatly dreaded by every well-wisher to your 
person and Government, should it ever take place ; and 
there is a Country party, or a majority of mock Patriots in 
the House ef Commons, who are enemies to all order and 
Government — you must be reduced to the most degrading 
situation; indeed, your present friends will .then be unable 
to gave you any assistance ; and instead of the power 
being in your hands, it will then be In the hands of the 
people ; and you will be under the disgraceful necessity of 
giving your assent to the repeal of every Act which has 
been lately passed for the purpose of raising a revenue, 
and enforcing a due obedience to your authority. In short, 
you will be a King without .power, "and subject to the con- 
trol of a few demagogues for liberty — the dregs of man- 
kind — and a common rabble who will always support them ; 
nay, it may even endanger the security of your Throne; 
for what will not a hot-headed Parliament do, with whom 
the voice of the people can have any weight. The plan 
for reducing the Americans, and making them dependant 
on your will, must be crushed; they will triumph in the 
victory obtained over the just power ~of Parliament, and 
your prerogative ; your faithful servants wil l be compelled 
to leave you, and you will be without a real friend to ad- 
vise with. If your Majesty can get a majority of your 
friends rechosen in the new Parliament, you will be able 
to. raise what money you please, with their assistance ; you 
will then be able to keep your present Ministers, and pre- 
serve them from the resentment (which has been Incurred 
by serving you) of an enraged rabble, who are made to 
believe, through the licentiousness of the press, that they 
labour under a load of accumulated grievances. You will 
then be able to trample under foot faction, sedition, and 
rebellion throughout your Dominions, "and to carry every 
thing before you, agreeable to your Royal pleasure. With 
the power of Parliament, and your Majesty's firmness and 
perseverance, you may bring England and America into 
a proper state of subjection to your will. To accomplish 
this, it will be necessary to prorogue the Parliament to 
some future day, then to meet, and. immediately after call 
a Council and dissolve them ; in the mean time, your 
friends may be made acquainted with the determination, 
and be prepared for the election, before any opposition can 
possibly be made, or the people know any thing of the 
matter. 

The King, firmly resolved on the people's ruin, caressed 
his villanous minion, admired the plan formed for our de- 
struction, and, drunk with the prerogative, he sucked in 
the baneful advice, and pursued it, __.;; _ i: . _ ._.;... 

Thus the present Parliament, was. smuggled; and thus, in 
a most shameful, unprecedented, artful, and sudden man- 
ner, was the last House of Commons dissolved by the King, 
to r answer his own and his Minister's wicked, tyrannical, 
and bloody designs against the people and Constitution of 
this Kingdom. Such an instance of an infamous exertion 
of the Royal prerogative, and under the like circumstances, 
is not to be found in the history of England ; such an in- 
jury and insult was never before offered to a free people, 
and never ought to be forgiven. It was a piece of Hano- 
verian treachery, baseness, and ingratitude, which has far 
exceeded all the artful villany and low cunning of the dis- 
carded Stuarts. His Majesty, (Heaven protect so much 
goodness,) out of a tenderness to the Constitution, could 
not make so bad a use of his prerogative, five years back, 
as to dissolve the same Parliament, when their iniquitous 
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proceedings, and their violations of justice had roused the 
indignation of the people, and he was requested to do it 
by upwards of eighty thousand freeholders, (signed,) and 
the general voice of the whole Nation. But in 1774 he 
got the better of that tenderness ; and to answer his own 
purposes, could exert the Royal prerogative, which he had 
■absolutely refused to his subjects in the haughty terras of 
a despot, with no other view but to overturn the Consti- 
tution of the British Empire, in England and America, 
and destroy or enslave the people. 

His Majesty, his minions, and instruments of slaughter, 
are now safe in robbing the people of their property, by 
shameful and iniquitous taxes, in time of peace ; safe in 
their subversion of the Protestant Religion ; safe and suc- 
cessful in .their cruel plan for starving the honest and in- 
dustrious inhabitants, and destroying the trade of the 
Town of Boston, in America, and the Commerce of Eng- 
land ; safe so far in their attempt to destroy the lives, 
rights, liberties, and privileges of millions ; I say they are 
safe in all these violations of, and depredations on out 
NationaLsecurity, and natural rights— betjnuse ire are" 
tame. " " 



THE CRISIS. NO. III... ..:.-.._- 

To the King : 

Sir: To follow you regularly through every step of a 
fourteen years' shameful and inglorious reign, would.be 
a task as painful as disagreeable, and far exceed the bounds 
of this paper: But we are called upon by the necessity of 
the times, the measures you are pursuing, by everyprin- 
ciple of justice and self-preservation, and by the duty we 
owe to God and our Country, to declare our sentiments 
(with a freedom becoming Englishmen) on some of those 
dreadfuL transactions and oppressions which the Kingdom 
has laboured under since the glory and lustre of England's 
CTOwTrTVESi.doomed to fade upon your brow; and to point 
out to you, Sir, your own critical and dangerous situation. 

Sir, it is not yourrotten troop, in the present House of 
CormrnJnT; it is not your venal, beggarly, pensioned 
Lords; it is not your polluted, canting, prostituted Bench 
of Bishops; it is not your whole set of abandoned Minis- 
ters; nor all your army of Scotch cut-throats, that can 
protect you from the People's rage, when driven by your 
oppresstons,lind, until now,~unheard of cruelties, to a state 
of desperation. 

The day, we fear, is not far distant, when you will have 
reason, too much reason, to wish you had acted like a father, 
and not. like a tyrant ; when you will be bound to curse 
thos.eLtrailQrs, those exalted villains, who now, in the face 
of day, without a blush, you can be base enough to call 
your friends. Be assured, Sir, your danger is great, amidst 
all the fancied security ; and it will be impossible for them 
to preserve you from the just" resentment of an enraged, 
long abused, and much injured Nation. Should that day 
ever come, (but Heaven avert the stroke,) where ran you 
hide yourself from the tenfold vengeance of a brave and 
mighty people, with law, justice, Heaven, and all their 
sacrej.jruths_o_n their side ?"' 

Then, Tike the wounds that bleed afresh, will be brought 
to their, minds your barbarous and unprovoked massacre 
in St. George's Fields ; when men and women were indis- 
criminately and inhumanly slaughtered, to gratify what 
wauliLlmve. disgraced even your footman — a pitiful Te- 
verrgel Then, Sir, they will. remember with horrour and 
inflionation, the letter of thanks, sent from the Secretary 
at VVar, by your order, to the Officer on duty, the 10th of 
Mjiy^ 17 68, (the day of carnage,) and likewise your pen- 
sLonirflpmd screening the murderers from the punishment 
of the law. Then, Sir, they will remember, the horrid 
plan laid at Brentford, for destroying the right of election ; 
orln the most savage manner to take away the lives of the 
Freeholders of Middlesex, which was (to make use of a 
word from your merciful Royal dictionary,) effectually car- 
ried into_execution, and several people killed ; to this plan, 
Sir, formed by Proctor and your minions, you must have 
beerf "privy, as tlreizerent afterwards sufficiently proved. 
Then, Sir7 they will remember the -mean, Tovv, and crimi- 
nal subterfuge you h ad re course to, to dispense with the 
lacwspand set aside the "just verdict of an honest jury, to 



pardon those hired ruffians, Balf and McQuirk, convicted 
upon the clearest evidence, of premeditated murder. Then, 
Sir, they will remember the insults they received, and the 
ignoble answers you gave to the remonstrances and peti- 
tions, delivered by them to the Throne, praying the disso- 
lution of Parliament. Nor will they forget, Sir, the infer- 
nal plan for smuggling the present House of Commons, 
and destroying all the rights of this free Country. In a 
word, Sir, these and every other despotick and bloody 
transaction of your reign will rise fresh in their minds, if 
they should be driven by your encouragement of Popery, 
your persecutions, your oppressions, your violations of all 
justice, your treachery, and your weakness, into a fatal 
and unnatural Civil War in America; I say, they will rise 
fresh in their minds, and stimulate jjiem to_deeds_of_glory : 
nay, they may pursue with implacable revenge the author 
of all their miseries. _ _"___!!" l" .':_"" 

The people, Sir, with a candour and indulgence peculiar 
to Englishmen, passed over the injuries and insults in the 
first part of your reign, or kindly laid the blame at the 
door of your Ministers; but if is now evident to the whole 
world, that there was a plan formed by Lord Bute ..and 
yourself, either before, or immediately after you came to 
the Crown, for subverting the British .Constitution^ JJL 
Church and State ; which, to our grief, with indefatigable 
pains und too much success, Lord Bute's tools, and your 
infernal minions, have carried into execution ; therefore it 
no longer remains to determine who is now the greatest 
criminal in England. 

Consider, Sir, If, Through the late and present iniquitous 
rrJMsurwT'an'd an obstinate resolution in your Majesty to 
pursue them, the sword is forced to be drawn in Amerim, 
it cannot reftjain long unsheathed in England. We hope 
there is some virtue here; and we entertain a better opin- 
ioiiof our countrymen than to believe they are so far 
degenerated as to Tamely see a mercenary army of sol- 
diers, who are^at all times a terroiir tojhe peaceable inha- 
bitants of every free State, butcher their brethren _and 
fellow-subjects in America, because they are determined, 
to defend, their own~rigbts and the British Constitution. I 
say they neveTwill tamely see that, without putting out a 
helping Tiand, and snaring with them, .the glory of a dejejr 
sive. victory over tyranny, and all the agents of the infernal 
monarch .of the dark regions of hell, wfm_vrauld_ejislave 
tbeworld. _.. .'" ' '" ".'":: ^ZTl"znzrri~!l - ::7Z"' 

Should you, Sir, still pursue the tyrannical measures, 
only to gratify a mean vindictive spirit, and be the author 
of such dreadful mischiefs, 0, we shudder at the thought, 
the peeple will therrperhaps treat you with as little cere- 
mony, as little respect, and as little jmercy, as you and 
your minions have them ; for, Sir, whene ver t he Slate 
is convulsed by Tjivil commotions, and the Constitution 
totters to its centre, the Throne of England must shake 
with it ; a Crown will then be no security, and at one stroke 
all the gaudy trappings of royalty mayTie laid in The dust; 
at such a time of dieadful confusion arid slaughter, when 
the son's weapon diinks the fathers blood, la nd we see t he 
ruffian's blade recking from a brother'sTieart ; when rage 
is burning in the breasts of Englishmen, provoked by 
wrongs not to be borne by men, "all distinctions must 
cease, the common safety and the rights of m ankind will 
be the only "objects in view, while th.e^Kin g an d the pea- 
sant must sliare one and the same late, andjerhaps fall 
undistinguished together. " " " " ' 'r~r:.~T7_"_"_^TT" 

Let these things, Sir, be well weighed; tremble for the 
event; drive tho^c traitors from your breast, who now sur- 
round you ; let the just and honest have your confidence ;- 
and once more make jour people happy, great and free; 
be not the instrument of their destruction ; consider the 



solemn and saeied oath you made at your coronation to 
protect jour subjects in all their rights and liberties, and 
the Piotestant Religion as by Law established : consider, 
Sir, what a perversion of all right and justiceTIiat must be 
(besides the heinous crime of perjury,) wben, instead of 
being their protector, you become their destroyer. 

Your plan, Sir, for bringing' the_ Colonies by force of 
arms into a state of subjection to "youTwill, is crue l, bloody, 
and (I hope) impracticable ; it is repugnant to every prin- 
ciple of humanity, justice, and souncf policy, and the natural 
rights of mankind ; it is; the fqulesj^disgrace to you, and 
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will reflect eternal infamy on your reign and memory us 
the Sovereign and father of a free people. It is such, a 
plan of encroaching violence and lawless power, as the 
Americans never can, never ought, nor ever will, submit 
to; it is such a scheme for enslaving, or destroying the 
hurjo.an_.race, as every man ought to execrate.and con_den_n, 
and to oppose even till he perish. 

Men, Sir, at three thousand miles distance, roust thin_k.it 
extremely hard to w~ork, toil, and run hazards, only to 
support the infamous luxury of high pampered Lords, a 
rotten Court, and your tribe of venal Senators, minions, 
pimps, and parasites — the pests of society ; and to be .taxed 
and mulcted, by them at their pleasure. All nature, Sir, 
revolts. even at the idea of such a state of human misery. 
- Force, Sir, can never be used effectually to. answer the 
. end, without destroying the Colonies themselves. Liberty 
and encouragement are necessary to keep them together ; 
and violence will hinder both. Any body of Troops, con- 
si de^bIe_ ii enoygh to awe them, keep them in.. subjection, 
and under the direction of a needy Scotch_ Goveinour, 
sent only to be an instrument of slaughter, and to make 
his fortune, would soon put an end to planting, and leave 
the country to you, Sir, and your merciless plunderers 
only ; and if it_did_not, they would starve the inhabitants 
anct eat up alFthe profit of the Colonies. On the contrary, 
a fevv prudent laws, Sir, (but you seem to be a. stranger to 
prudence as well as to justice and humanity,) and a little 
prudent conduct, (that, too, has long been despairecLof by 
the Kingdom,) would soon give us far the greatest share 
of the riches of all America:, perhaps drive other Natiolis 

out of it, or into our Colonies For .shelter. . ________________ 

■ If violent methods be.not used (at this time) to prevent 
it, your Northern Colonies, Sir, must constantly increase in 
people, wealth, and power; their inhabitants are. con- 
siderably more than doubled since the. ELexolution ; and. in 
less than a century must become powerfuLStatesyaiid 
the more powerful, the more people will flock ..thither. 
There are so many exigencies in all States, so many foreign 
wars and domestic disturbances, that these ColonieJ_ = c_an 
seldom want opportunities, if they watch for them, to do 
what you, Sir, might be extremely sorry. for — throw off 
their dependance on the Mother Country ; therefore/ Sir, 
it should be your first and greatest care, that it. shall ..never 
h5..t_heJ£,mie_rtsj__,to_ act against that of their native Coun- 
tiy ;%iriBfif that can no otherwise _h_e averted, than by 
keeping them fully employed in such trades._a.s_vv ill increase 
tliej r_owt_ , as well as our wealth ; for, Sir, there is too much 
reasqnToTe;jr, if you don't .fi.ncLcmployment for them, they 
pray fin d some for you. Withdraw," tlierij Sir, from_ib_s- 
_^rt,_y6ur arJYied ruffians, and make a fujl restoration of 
^I?,. P£?Pj^ s "J^ts ; l et them_; tax themselves, and enjoy 
ifielr property un violated by the band of tyranny. Thus, 
Sir, tjie_subsequent part, of yo_.r::reign"nTay yet be happy 
and glor ious. May the compact between you and the 
pW)ile_ be no jnorejnvaded ; may you be speedily recon- 
cile cT ^gtE s Just demands of the Colonies ; may Lord JBuic, 
Lord" jyictnsjleld , Lord North, and all your Majesty's ih- 
farnousjn-iiiTmns, who_wou!.d precipitate you and the Klng- 
dijiain^rum, answer with their bea_ds (and soon) for their 
k o roicrjmes; and may the succession in your Majesty's 
goyafHouse, and the Religion, Laws, Rights and Libera 
ties, of the subject, go hand in hand down to all posterity, 
until this globe shall be reduced to its original cbaos,: L an.d 
time be swallowed up in eternity, 



— ^ ' THE CRISIS.— NO. IV. ~ .: 

Jo t he \ Gompuatois against the Liberties of mankind , at 

,, St. James's, in Si. Stephen's Chapel,__the IlomFof 
Loids, or amongst the Bench of Bishops.- ".."'" 

J. The steady and uniform persjeverancein a regular plan 
oj£_depotism. since the commencenrent__of this reign, makes 
ifeTidentJo .the meanest ripactty, tlia.t a design; was formed 
(and it has with too much success beeircajiTedinto execu- 
tion) for sub\eiting the Religion, Laws,; and Constitution 
of this Kingdom, and to"PStabl.LsI)_.. poTT__:t_ie._ ruins of pub- 
li cit libert y, an arbTtrary system of IDovcriiment : in a 
word, the destruction of this Kin gdomwilT soon be ej 
by a .Prince of. Jtlie ^ House of Brvjfswicjc, 



The bloody Resolution has passed the House of Com- 
mons and the House of Lords, to address our present 
humane, gentle Sovereign, to give directions, for enforcing 
the cruel and unjust edicts of the last Parliament against 
the Americans. His Majesty, possessing principles which 
nothing can equal but the goodness of his heart, will no 
doubt give immediate orders for carrying effectually into 
execution the massacre, in.. America:, especially as he is to 
be supported in polluting the earth with blood with the 
lives and fortunes of his faithful butchers — the Lords and 
Commons. Would to God they only were to fall a sacri- 
ficein this unnatural CiviJJVVj.rj. _. 

The day of trial is at hand ; it is time to prove the vir- 
tue, and rouse the spirit of the people of England ; the 
prospect is; too dreadful, it is too melancholy to. admit of 
farther delay. ; ~ : "r - ^..7~.~ 

The LordlMayor of London ought immed iately to call 
a Common-Hall, for the purpose of taking the sense of his 
fellow-citizens ..at this .alarming crisis, upon presenting a 
remonstrance to the Throne, couched in terms dratjnight 
dp honour to the City, as the first "and" most powerful in 
the world, and to them as men deter mined to be free ; in 
terms. that. might strike conviction into his Majesty's" breast, 
and _ terrour into the souls of his minions. This.js not a 
time for compliments, nor should tyrants; or the instruments 
of tyranny ever be complimented. 

_ _T.he_ Merchants of London, it isjo he_ hoped, and the 
whole commercial interest_.or_iJn^/aW :i w iH exert them- 
selves upon this great occasion, by sending to the Throne 
spirited and pointed remonstrances, worthy of English- 
men; by noble and generous "subscriptions ; and in every 
other. manner, give all the relief, and all the assistance in 
their power, to their oppressed and injured fellow-subjects 
in America. .___._ _■;.._._;.;___""._. ."_;_,. ,_;",__.._... 
.__ Let ; them heartily join the Americans, and see whether 
tyranny and lawless power, or reason; justice, Heaven, 
truth, and liberty, will prevails ._.__7.1 _.._ _' 

Let them, together with the gentlenierrof landed pro- 
perty, who must greatly suffer by this -unnatural Civil War, 
make a glorious stand against the enemies of publick free- 
dom, and the constitutional rights of JieJColonjesj for, 
with the ruin of __ America, must..M;m ! voTvecl"that.of Eng- 
land. ________ 

Let them, in plain terms, declaVeilEeTrlj^^ 
and the power of the people \ a power" that has hitherto 
withstood the unjted effor ts i of Jraiidand ty ranny ; a power 
which raises them to :.a .Throne ; and |. whenjJnworthy__of 
their delegated trust, can puJLthem down. 

Let them declare toiheworld the^_will n_ever belso base 
and cowardly as, quietly to see any part of t heir fellow - 
subject_s_ butchered or enslaved.," either "mJSngland or Ame- 
rica, to_ answer the purpose "of exalted villany ; and by 
that means become the detested .instruments of their own 

destruction, ._ ._ . .__ ;_ ",^_.__/. ___._. ~_~___ 

..._. Let them, declare to.the__world they are not yet ripe for 
slavery ; that then.- forefathers made a noble resistance, and 
obtained a decisive victory over tyranny-and lawless power, 
when the .SVwartO'eigned ; that they are determined to do 
themselves justice, and jooT to suffer any farther attac ks 
uppn;_tjjeir .. freedom, from ihe present Sovereign, who is 
3peerJij_g_y desirous, as well as ambitious, to destroy the 
liberties of mankind, but that they dolnsist upon a restora- 
tion °{ ..-their ..own violatedjrights, and...the__ rights of British 
America. .Let them enter into an Ass.ociat.ionJ'o_r_jhj. pre- 
servation of their lives, rigHts," Tik;__tjes^idj5nvileges, and 
resolve at once to bring the whole legionof publick traitors, 
who have wickedly enteredjntp a conspiracy to destroy the 
dear-bought rights of tliislFee_"Nanon,jo condign punish- 
ment, for their past, and present diabpiical proceedings, 
which have, already stained the Ian d with blood, and threat- 
en ..destruction to the ..hurnanjrace. ~ "~~Z "...;~I""~~~ '.'. "'" 

A. few spirited resolutions, jrom; the City of Lmxdon^mA 
the wliqlq body of_ Merchants \_o{ England,- would "strike 
terrour into the souls of those Juiscreani?— tha jiuhors Q f 
these dreadful publick misciiiejs, . "_? '~~_~~"_^__ _ ___^~__L~__'_~ 

-The grand principle of self-preservation, whic h "is""" the 
firsjt andfundamental law of nature, calLs.n loud Jor_.such ex- 
ert!™ 3 ; ?f, publick spirit.;' the .security of the Nation, de- 
pends upon it; justice, "and... the pre^eKatiojr-o^^ 
and the lives of our feliow-sribjectsjn JmerVra, /demand it ; 



65 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, MARCH, 1775. 



66 



the very being of the Constitution makes it necessary ; and 
whatever is necessary to the publick safety must be just. 

The present conspirators against the happiness of man- 
kind ought to know that no subterfuges, no knavish sub- 
tilties, no evasions, no combinations, nor pretended com- 
missions, shall be able to screen or protect them from pub- 
lick justice. They ought to know that the People can 
follow them through all their labyrinths and doubling mean- 
ders ; a power confined by no limitations but of publick 
justice and the publick good ; a power that does not always 
follow precedents, but makes them ; a power which has 
this for its principle, that extraordinary and unprecedented 
villanies ought to have extraordinary and unprecedented 
punishments. 

To the Officers, Soldiers, and Seamen, who may he em- 
ployed to butcher their Relations, Friends, and Fellow- 
Subjects in America. 

You can neither be ignorant of, nor unacquainted with, 
the arbitrary steps that the present King, supported by an 
abandoned Ministry, a venal set of prostituted Lords and 
Commons, is now pursuing to overturn the sacred Consti- 
tution of the British Empire, which he had sworn to pre- 
serve. 

You are not, or will not long be ignorant, that the King, 
the Lords and Commons, have (to satiate their revenge 
against a few individuals) declared the whole people of 
America to be in a state of rebellion, only because they 
have avowed their resolution to support their Charters, 
Rights, and Liberties against the secret machinations of 
designing men ; who would destroy them, and you are fixed 
upon as the instruments of their destruction. However, I 
entertain too good an opinion of you, to believe there is 
one true Englishman who will undertake the bloody work. 
Men without fortunes, principles, or connexions, may in- 
deed handle their arms in any desperate cause, to oblige a 
tyrant or monster in human shape ; but men of family or 
fortune, or of honest principles, I hope could never be pre- 
vailed upon to sheath their swords in the bowels of their 
countrymen. Englishmen surely cannot be found to ex- 
ecute so diabolical a deed, to imbrue their hands in inno- 
cent blood, and fight against their friends and Country ; 
actions which must brand them with perpetual marks of 
reproach and infamy. 

my countrymen, let neither private interest nor friend- 
ship, neither relations nor connexions, prevail with or in- 
duce you to obey (as you must answer at the last day be- 
fore the awful Judge of the world for the blood that will 
be wantonly and cruelly spilt) the murderous orders of an 
inhuman tyrant ; who, to gratify his lust of power, would 
lay waste the world. No, rather enter into a solemn league, 
and join with the rest of your countrymen, to oppose the 
present measures of Government, planned for our ruin. 

When your Country calls, then stand forth and defend 
the cause of liberty, despise the degeneracy of the age, the 
venality of the times, and hand freedom down to posterity, 
that your children may smile and bless, not curse your war- 
like resolution. To die gloriously fighting for the Laws 
and Liberties of your Country, is honourable, and would 
deserve a crown of martyrdom ; to die fighting against it is 
infamy, and you would forever deserve the heaviest curses 
and execrations. 

1 hope neither you nor the Irish have forgot the shame- 
ful insults you have received from the King ever since the 
conclusion of the last war ; you have been despised, neg- 
lected, and treated with contempt, while a parcel of beg- 
garly Scotchmen only have been put into places of profit 
and trust, in the Fast and West-Indies, in England and 
America, and the preference has, of honour and promo- 
tions, been constantly given to those people ; nay ! even to 
rebels, and some who have served in the French service. 
Be assured if you can be prevailed upon to butcher or en- 
slave your fellow-subjects, and to set up an arbitrary power 
on the ruins of publick liberty, that your substance would 
soon be reduced to the miserable pittance of Foreign 
Troops; and you, with the surviving subjects of England 
and America, be reduced to the miserable condition of be- 
ing ruled by an army of Scotch Janizaries, assisted by Ro- 
man Catholicks. 

Let every English and Irish Officer, Soldier, and Sea- 
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man, seriously weigh these things, and then, if they are 
valiant, courageous, magnanimous, and free, like their fore- 
fathers ; if they are true to their King and their Country; 
if they value their religion, laws, lives, liberties, families, and 
posterity, no consideration can prevail with them to engage 
against the Americans in an inhuman, bloody civil war. 

Let every man, then, who is really and truly a Protest- 
ant, who wishes well to his Country and the rights of man- 
kind, lay aside his prejudices and consider the cause of 
America, and her success in this struggle for freedom, as 
a thing of the last consequence to England, upon which 
our salvation depends ; for the present plan of Royal des- 
potism is a plan of general ruin. I say, let us all speedily 
unite, and endeavour to defend them from their open, and 
ourselves from our own secret and domestick enemies ; 
and if any are lukewarm in this great publick cause, and at 
this time of imminent danger, let them be made an exam- 
ple of treachery and cowardice, that the present generation 
may detest and abhor them, and posterity exclaim against 
and curse them, as unnatural monsters, who would destroy 
the human race. 



the crisis. — no. v. 
To the People : 

At a juncture like the present, when the National repu- 
tation of Britain, as well as her absolute safety, stands tot- 
tering on the brink of destruction ; when Liberty and Free- 
dom, the great pillars of the Constitution, are, by force and 
fraud, undermined, and tumbling into ruins ; when the 
bloody sword of tyranny is drawn against America, and 
soon to be plunged into the bowels of her innocent inhab- 
itants ; when the present Sovereign, aided by a despicable 
junto, the rebel, outcast, and refuse of Scotland, and a Par*- 
liament not returned by the free suffrages of the People, 
are rioting with impunity in the spoils of an insulted pow- 
erful Kingdom ; when they, by cruel oppression, have spread 
terrour and civil war in every part of the British Empire ; 
when they have destroyed or suspended her trade, and sap- 
ped the credit of publick security ; when the most iniqui- 
tous and unjust Laws are daily passed to curb the spirit, 
and bind in chains the hands of a brave and free People ; 
when St. James's is made the slaughter-house of America ; 
when the Sovereign has become a National Executioner, 
and for a sceptre carries a bloody knife ; when, by a most 
scandalous and shameful profusion of the publick money, 
we are hourly robbed and plundered to answer all the pur- 
poses of kingcraft and villany ; when new Taxes are daily 
imposed upon the People in time of peace, to the almost 
entire ruin of the State ; when the minions of despotism 
are increasing the Land Forces, for the open and avowed 
purpose of wading knee-deep in blood through the Liber- 
ties of Britain; when the Protestant Religion is openly 
subverted, and the British subjects in Canada deprived of 
those great securities of their personal liberty and property — 
the Habeas Corpus Act, and Trial by Juries ; when a sus- 
pending and dispensing power is assumed by the Crown ; 
when opposition to the most cruel and wanton acts of law- 
less power is deemed Rebellion ; when the Senators, de- 
signed as the protectors of the People, are become their 
destroyers ; when the appointed guardians of publick free- 
dom are become base apostates and conspirators against the 
Liberties of mankind ; when neither oaths nor conscience 
can bind the Sovereign or his Ministers ; when both pub- 
lick and private justice is denied to a subject, nay, to the 
whole body of the People at large ; when our lives are 
exposed to false accusations, and our persons to arbitrary 
imprisonment and heavy fines ; when the Judges before 
whom we are to stand upon life and death, and before whom 
all cases concerning liberty and property must be brought, 
are too much devoted to the will and pleasure of the Crown, 
and enemies to the natural rights of mankind ; when Ju- 
ries, who are to decide our fate, are packed, bribed, or 
modeled to the pernicious designs of a wicked and detest- 
able Ministry ; when every post, Civil, Naval, and Milita- 
ry, is filled by Northern flatterers and their adherents, by 
men of no principles, by parasites, pimps, catmites, and 
the advocates for arbitrary power ; when the People can 
see nothing but misery and slavery before their eyes ; when 
this vast and mighty Empire, the admiration and envy of 
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the world, is, through corruption and villany, fallen into 
ruins : 

At such a juncture as this, and under these dreadful and 
alarming circumstances of experienced and impending dan- 
ger, it becomes the duty of every Englishman to stand 
forth to defend his life, his liberty, and his property, from 
lawless violence, and to save his Country from perdition. 

So highly did our brave and worthy ancestors value and 
esteem their rights, liberties, and privileges, that they spared 
neither blood nor treasure in their defence, when invaded, 
as they too often were, by some of our Kings, who, in the 
pursuit of lawless power, pulled down all the fences of lib- 
erty, and broke in, like the present Sovereign, upon the 
Constitution, so far that the lives, liberties, and properties 
of the subjects of this Realm were hourly in danger, and 
many fell sacrifices to Royal or Ministerial vengeance. 

Then it was, that our generous forefathers nobly asso- 
ciated themselves in defence of their inherent and legal 
rights, and made an offering of the best and choicest blood 
in the Kingdom to the shrine of Liberty, that we, their 
posterity, might be free and happy. To them and the glo- 
rious struggles they made with power, we owe all the bless- 
ings we enjoy, and the English Constitution— our greatest 
boast and their greatest glory. 

It was in such times as these, when our brave progeni- 
tors behaved like Britons; with a true patriot-zeal, with 
which almost every breast was fired, they spurned the 
yoke, and broke the chains that were prepared for them, 
letting their King and his minions know they would not 
suffer him nor them to destroy their birthrights, and dis- 
pense with the known laws of the land, by which they 
were resolved to be governed, and not by his will, or any 
other lawless power upon earth. 

Let us at this time, in this hour of imminent danger, fol- 
low so bright and glorious an example, by a well-timed, 
noble resistance to the present Royal and Ministerial plan 
for subverting the Laws and Religion, and overturning the 
Constitution of the British Empire in England and Ame- 
rica ; a resistance that will secure freedom to posterity, and 
immortal honour to ourselves. The field of glory is open 
before us ; let us rouse from a state of apathy, and exert 
ourselves in a manner becoming of Englishmen, worthy of 
men who love liberty, and deserve to he free. Let us show 
to the world we are not to be enslaved by one nor by five 
thousand tyrants ; for the sons of cruelty, corruption, and 
despotism, will pursue their bloody designs with great vig- 
our, and with all the unrelenting malice of barbarians, 
against our fellow-subjects in America, in proportion as we 
are tame and acquiescing ; and if once they can succeed, 
through our baseness and cowardice, the sword will be im- 
mediately turned against us — 'the sacred Constitution of our 
Empire dissolved, and we shall fall despised, unlamented, 
and detested, into the same horrible gulf of arbitrary 
power. 

Let us take advantage of the present opportunity, while 
our resentments boil high ; while every English breast is 
fired with indignation against those who are the authors of 
all our past and present calamities, which now convulse the 
State to its centre. Let us by all proper, just, and legal 
means, exemplarily punish the parricides, and avowed ene- 
mies of mankind. Let neither private acquaintance nor 
personal alliance stand between us and our duty to our 
Country. Let all who have an interest in the publick 
safety join in common measures to defend the publick safe- 
ty. Let us pursue to disgrace, destruction, and even death, 
all those who have brought this ruin upon us, let them be 
ever so great, or ever so many. Let us stamp and deep 
engrave, in characters legible to all Europe at present, and 
to all posterity hereafter, what vengeance is due to crimes 
which have no less objects in view than the ruin of Nations 
and the destruction of millions. Let us frustrate their 
present desperate and wicked attempt to destroy America, 
by joining with our injured fellow-subjects, and bravely 
striking one honest and bold stroke to destroy them. Nay, 
although the designs of the conspirators should be laid deep 
as the centre ; although they should raise hell itself, and 
should fetch legions of votaries from thence to avow their 
proceedings; yet, let us not leave the pursuit till we have 
their heads and their estates. 

Hear part of the Address of your injured and oppressed 
fellow-subjects in America, to you, upon this melancholy 



occasion — upon the dreadful prospect of impending ruin. 
Let every Englishman lay his hand upon his heart, and de- 
clare whether he does not think they have been most 
cruelly treated ; and whether he can, in justice, conscience, 
and humanity, draw the sword against them ; or whether 
he would not rather join with them, and endeavour to ob- 
tain a decisive victory over tyranny, or fall gloriously with 
the liberties of his Country. These are their words : 

" When a Nation, led to greatness by the hand of Lib- 
erty, and possessed of all the glory that heroism, munifi- 
cence, and humanity can bestow, descends to the ungrate- 
ful task of forging chains for her friends and children ; and 
instead of giving support to freedom, turns advocate for 
slavery and oppression, there is reason to suspect she has 
either ceased to bo virtuous, or been extremely negligent in 
the appointment of her rulers. 

" In almost every age, in repeated conflicts, in long and 
bloody wars, as well civil as foreign, against the many 
powerful Nations, against the open assaults of enemies, and 
more dangerous treachery of friends, have the inhabitants 
of your Island — your great and glorious ancestors — main- 
tained their independence, and transmitted the rights of 
men and the blessings of liberty to you their posterity. 

" Be not surprised, therefore, that we, who are descend- 
ants from the same common ancestors ; that we, whose 
forefathers participated in all the rights, the liberties, and 
the Constitution you so justly boast, and who have care- 
fully conveyed the same fair inheritance to us, guarantied 
by the plighted faith of Government, and the most solemn 
compacts with British Sovereigns, should refuse to surren- 
der them to men who found their claims on no principles 
of reason, and who prosecute them with a design that, by 
having our lives and property in their power, they may, 
with the greater facility, enslave you. 

"The cause of America is now the object of universal 
attention ; it has at length become very serious. This un- 
happy Country has not only been oppressed, but abused 
and misrepresented ; and the duty we owe ourselves and 
posterity, to your interest, and the general welfare of the 
British Empire, leads us to address you on this very im- 
portant subject. 

" We call upon you yourselves to witness our loyalty 
and attachment to the common interest of the whole Em- 
pire. Did we not, in the last war, add all the strength of 
this vast Continent to the force which repelled our common 
enemy ? Did we not leave our native shores, and meet dis- 
ease and death, to promote the success of the British Arms 
in foreign climates ? Did you not thank us for our zeal, and 
even reimburse us large sums of money, which you con- 
fessed we had advanced beyond our proportion, and far be- 
yond our abilities? You did. 

"To what causes, then, are we to attribute the sudden 
change of treatment, and that system of slavery which was 
prepared for us at the restoration of peace? 

" Let justice and humanity cease to be the boast of your 
Nation ! Consult your history, examine your records of 
former transactions ; nay, turn to the annals of the many 
arbitrary Slates and Kingdoms that surround you, and show 
us a single instance of men being condemned to suffer for 
imputed crimes, unheard, unquestioned, and without even 
the specious formality of a trial ; and that, too, by laws 
made expressly for the purpose, and which had no exist- 
ence at the time of the fact committed. If it be difficult 
to reconcile these proceedings to the genius and temper of 
your Laws and Constitution, the task will become more 
arduous when we call upon Ministerial enemies to justify, 
not only condemning men untried, and by hearsay, but in- 
volving the innocent in one common punishment with the 
guilty ; and for the act of thirty or forty, to bring poverty, 
distress, and calamity on thirty thousand souls, and those 
not your enemies, but your friends, brethren, and fellow- 
subjects. 

" Admit that the Ministry, by the power of Britain and 
the aid of our Roman Catholick neighbours, should be able 
to carry the point of Taxation, and reduce us to a state of 
perfect humiliation and slavery, such an enterprise would 
doubtless make some addition to your National debt, which 
already presses down your liberties, and fills you with pen- 
sioners and placemen. We presume, also, that your Com- 
merce will somewhat be diminished. However, suppose 
you should prove victorious, in what condition will you then 
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be ? What advantage or what laurels will you reap from 
such a conquest ? 

" May not a Ministry, with the same Armies, enslave 
you ? It may be said, you will cease to pay them ; but re- 
member the Taxes from America ; the wealth, and we may 
add the men, particularly the Roman Catholicks of this 
vast Continent, will then be in the power of your enemies. 
Nor will you have any reason to expect that, after making 
slaves of us, many among us should refuse to assist in re- 
ducing you to the same abject state." 



THE CRISIS. — -NO. VI. 



To the Right Honourable Lord North, first Lord of the 
Treasury, Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Ranger 
of Bushy Park, fyc. 

My Lord : We know not which is most to be detested, 
your Lordship's pusillanimity, or your villany. Such a 
miscreant never before disgraced the administration of any 
Country, nor the confidence of any King. One day you 
are all fire and sword ; Boston is to be laid in ashes, and 
the rivers of America are to run with the blood of her in- 
habitants ; Ships are prepared, Troops embarked, and Offi- 
cers appointed for the threatened carnage. You no sooner 
find the brave Americans are determined to resist your 
instruments of slaughter, and to oppose the cruel designs of 
a despotick tyrant, or rob them of their rights, than all the 
bravadoing and all the blustering of your Lordship is imme- 
diately softened into a calm, and you relax ; fear seizes 
your dastardly soul, and you sink beneath the weight of 
accumulated guilt. 

One day we hear of nothing but accusations, proscrip- 
tions, impeachments, and bills of attainder against the Pa- 
triots of America, and they are speedily to be apprehended, 
and to receive a punishment due to their crimes — due to 
rebels. Three days do not elapse, before this just and 
noble resolution of your Lordship to bring those traitors to 
a trial is dropped, and lenient, or no steps are to be taken 
against them. Another day all the Colonies are in a state 
of rebellion, and the last advices received from America, 
you tell the House of Commons, were of a very alarming 
nature, and such a daring spirit of resistance had manifested 
itself throughout the Continent, that it was now high time 
Parliament should adopt measures for enforcing obedience 
to the late Acts. A plan is no sooner proposed by you, but 
carried by a rotten majority, for reducing them to a state 
of subjection to your, and your Royal master's will, and 
bloodshed and slaughter stare them in the face. They 
laugh at your impotent malice, and, with a spirited firm- 
ness becoming of freemen, dare you to the stroke; when, 
behold, your threats, and the resolution of your venal 
troop, (I will not call it a British Senate,) become like the 
threats and resolutions of a society of coal porters, who 
declare vengeance against another body of men who will 
not comply with their unlawful impositions, but fear the next 
day, without even the shadow of justice on their side, to 
carry their desperate designs into execution. The motion 
you made, my Lord, in the House of Commons, on Monday 
last,* for a suspension of the several American Acts till it 
is known which of the Provinces will raise a Revenue, and 
contribute to the luxuries of the Parent State, subject to 
the control of the British Parliament, is a subterfuge too 
low, and too thinly disguised, to deceive the Americans, or 
to impose upon the understanding of the meanest capacity. 
It is evident to the world this is only a villanous plan to 
divide them, who, while united together, may bid defiance 
to all your Lordship's cunning, fraud, force, and villany. 
The Americans, my Lord, are too sensible, and too brave, 
to be drawn into any trap, either of your, or your Royal 
master's making. You may weave the web as artfully as 
you please for their destruction, and they will be sure to 
break it. Their cause is just ; it is the cause of Heaven, 
and built upon the solid foundation of truth and liberty. 
They will carefully watch over the sacred gifts of God, and 
never surrender them to you, nor any power upon earth, 
but with their lives. You have found, my Lord, that your 
hostile invasion, and all your force and violence, would not 
terrify them into a compliance with your measures, nor 
answer the infamous design of making the King absolute 
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in America ; and now you are determined to try whether, 
by fraud and artifice, you can effect your purpose. 

You have, my Lord, by the most cruel oppressions, 
drove the Americans to a state of desperation. You have 
destroyed their Charters, invaded their Rights, and imposed 
Taxes contrary to every principle of justice and to every 
idea of representation ; and by blockading the Port of Bos- 
ton, reduced near thirty thousand people, in easy circum- 
stances, to a state of dependance upon the charity and 
benevolence of their fellow- subjects ; and now, rare conde- 
scension, suspension of the several American Acts, or, in 
other words, Ministerial oppression and villany, is to be 
granted them, provided they will raise a Revenue in Ame- 
rica, still subject to the control of the King and Parliament 
in England. This suspension scheme, my Lord, will not 
do. The Americans will have a repeal of all the Acts they 
complain of, and a full restoration of all their Charters, 
Rights, Liberties, and Privileges, before they grant you a 
single farthing, and then not subject to the control of a 
banditti of rotten Members in St. Stephen's Chapel, of 
your appointing. For where would be the difference be- 
tween their taxing themselves, subject to the control and 
at the disposal of the King and Parliament here, or of the 
House of Commons in England taxing them in the first 
instance? There would be none, my Lord, and they would 
still be in the same situation they are now — still subject to 
the will of the King, and the corrupt influence of the 
Crown. This scheme, my Lord, appears to me as ridicu- 
lous and absurd as the negative still vested in the Court of 
Aldermen, of the City of London, which gives a power to 
a majority of twenty-six to set aside the choice of seven 
thousand livery-men, in the election of their Mayor. Be 
assured, my Lord, this new plan must fall to the ground, 
with all your former ones in this business. The day of 
trial is at hand; the Americans will be firm. They will 
have - a confirmation of all their rights ; they will have a 
redress of all their grievances ; they will levy their own 
Taxes, not subject to any controlling power ; and they will 
fix the Constitutional Liberties of America upon a founda- 
tion not to be again shaken by you, nor any pusillanimous, 
weak, wicked, or cruel tyrant. 

It is unnatural. — But for a moment, my Lord, suppose 
the Americans should come into your proposals, or agree 
with the terms of your motion, how, my Lord, can you 
make reparation for the injuries England and America 
have sustained ; or will it, in_?.ny degree, lessen your vil- 
lany, or atone for your crirfTes? What compensation can 
you make for the loss of our Trade, to the amount of near 
three millions ? What compensation can you make for rob- 
bing the Nation of near one million and a half of money, to 
carry on your execrable designs against your fellow-subjects 
in America ? You can make none. Your head, indeed, 
would be a pleasing spectacle upon Temple Bar ; but the 
loss of that, and your estates, would never atone for a ten 
thousandth part of your crimes and villany. Still it is to 
be hoped the minority of the House of Commons, and the 
people, will never leave you till they have both — till you 
are made a publick example, and brought to condign pun- 
ishment. 

Every measure, my Lord, of your administration at 
home has been cruel, arbitrary, and unconstitutional ; and 
every measure, with respect to Foreign Affairs, has been 
weak, cowardly, absurd, and ridiculous; unbecoming an 
English Minister, and only calculated to destroy the hon- 
our and interest of this Kingdom. 

The glory and dignity of the British Nation was never 
so infamously sacrificed,, both by you and the King, as in 
the year 1770, by a scandalous secret Convention with 
Spain, concerning Falkland Islands. 

With respect to Domestick Affairs, you have endea- 
voured to erect the Sovereign into a despotick tyrant ; you 
have made him destroy the Rights and Liberties of the 
people in every part of the British Empire. You have 
made it apparently his interest to promote divisions at 
home ; you have obliged him to quit the glorious title of 
Father of his People, and debase himself into the head of a 
party, whom he has invested with an absolute dominion 
over him ; and whilst he monarchs it in his own closet, 
becomes contemptible in the eyes of his subjects, and the 
whole world. Weak, timid, and irresolute, lie deeply en- 
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gages in all your Lordship's infamous measures, and the 
rest of his Ministers ; and it is for this reason we see every 
act of Ministerial villany and murder sanctified by Royal 
authority. 

THE CRISIS. NO. VIII. 

To the Lords Suffolk, Pomfret, Radnor, Afsley, 
and Sandwich: 

My Lords : You have a peculiar claim to an Address 
from the Authors of the Crisis, and it shall be our business 
in this Paper to preserve, if possible, the perishable infa- 
my of your names. 

The motion made by Lord Radnor, on Monday, the 
27th of February, concerning No. Ill, of the Crisis, was 
unjust and villanous. The Paper contains nothing but 
the most sacred truths, and therefore could not be a false 
or scandalous libel, The amendment of the epithet, trea- 
sonable, proposed and supported by the Lords Pomfret, 
Suffolk, Apsleij] and Sandwich, was infamous, and of a 
piece with every other proceeding of the present reign and 
present Ministry. It showed, in a particular manner, the 
bloody-minded dispositions of prostituted Court Lords, the 
instruments of murder and publick ruin. The immaculate 
Lord Sandwich insisted that the word treasonable should 
stand part of the motion, as a proper foundation for bring- 
ing the Authors to exemplary and condign punishment. 
Suppose, my Lords, this infamous amendment to the Rad- 
nor motion had been carried, and it had stood a false, 
scandalous, and treasonable libel, could the mere ipse dixit 
of a few venal Lords make that treason which, in the lite- 
ral or constructive sense of the word, wa3 not so. 

The Author of No. Ill, is perfectly well acquainted with 
the Statute of Treasons, passed in the reign of Edward the 
Third, and likewise with the various expositions and inter- 
pretations of it. He well knew the Paper was written 
upon the true principles of the Revolution, and that it 
could be justified by the laws of the land. He well knew 
(though there is hardly any villany but what Court syco- 
phants may do with ease) that it was not in the power of 
Lord Mansfield, with all his chicanery, with all his arti- 
fice, with all his abuse of the law, with all his perversion 
of justice, with all the aid of false construction and forced 
inuendoes, to bring it within the meaning of that Statute. 
He well knew the disposition of the Sovereign and his 
minions, and that nothing would or can satiate Royal, 
Scotch, or Ministerial revenge, but the blood of those who 
oppose the present most horridly cruel, and most infamous- 
ly wicked, measures of Government. And, my Lords, he 
well knew the shocking prostitution of hereditary peerage, 
and the barefaced treachery and villany of a purchased 
majority in the House of Commons. 

Has there not, my Lords, been Innocent blood enough 
shed in this reign, that your Lordships should still thirst 
for more. Why should your Lordships be so desirous of 
stopping every channel of publick information ? The infamy 
of your actions are sufficiently known, and will be handed 
down to the latest ages of time, while your names will stink 
in the nostrils of posterity. 

The Statute of Treasons, my Lords, passed in the 
twenty-fifth year of the reign of Edward the Third, was 
an act of vast importance to the publick weal, for till then 
there was hardly a word spoke, or a paper written, but 
what was deemed treason ; and the Parliament which pass- 
ed it were called Bcnedictum Parliamentum — the Blessed 
Parliament. 

The substance of this Statute is branched out by my 
Ijprd Cake into, six heads, which we shall here give, with 
some observations of our own, to show your Lordships and 
the world, that No. HI, of the Crisis, is not within the 
meaning of either of these heads, and that by your amend- 
ed motion you designed to lay the ground-work of a prose- 
cution the most cruel and infamous ever carried on in this 
Country, worse than those which, without proof or the 
colour of guilt, took away the lives of the great Lord Russel 
and ■ Algernon Sidney. 

The first head is concerning death, by compassing or 
imagining the death of the King, Queen, or Prince, and 
declaring the same by some overt deed ; by killing or mur- 
dering the Chancellor, Treasurer, Justice of either Bench, 



Justice in Eyre, Justices of Assize, Justices of Oyer and 
Terminer, in their places during their offices. 

The second is, to violate, that is, to know carnally, the 
Queen, the King's eldest daughter unmarried, the Prince's 
wife. 

The third is, levying war against the King. 

The fourth is, adhering to the King's enemies, within the 
Realm or without, and declaring the same by some overt act. 

The fifth is, counterfeiting the great, the privy-seal, or 
the King's coin. 

The sixth and last, by bringing into this Realm counter- 
feit money, to the likeness of the King's coin. 

First. To compass and imagine, is to contrive, design, 
or intend the death of the King ; but this must be declared 
by some overt act ; declaring by an open act a design to de- 
pose or imprison the King, is an overt act ; to manifest the 
compassing his death. I believe, my Lords, the Author of 
Number III of the Crisis, is not under the predicament of 
this exposition. 

Second. By the word King, is intended, 1. A King be- 
fore his coronation, as soon as ever the Crown descends 
upon him ; for the coronation is but a ceremony. 2. A 
King de facto, and not de jure, is a King within this Act ; 
and treason against him is punishable, though the right 
heir get the Crown. 

Third, Note. It is very strange, but in the printed 
Statute Book, it is there said, probably attainted, which is 
a gross errour ; for the words of the Record are, ct de ceux 
provablements soit attaint ; and shall be thereof probably 
attaint ; and it is amazing to me, that so gross a mistake 
should be suffered, since my Lord Coke has so expressly 
observed the difference in these words following. 3. Inst. 
fol. 12. In this branch, saith he, four things are to 
be observed: 1. This word (provablement) provably, that 
is, upon direct and manifest proof, not upon conjectural 
presumptions or inferences, or strains of wit, but upon good 
and sufficient proof; and herein, the adverb (provable- 
ment) provably hath great force, and signifieth a direct and 
plain proof; and, therefore, the offender must provably be 
attainted, which words are as forcible, as upon direct and 
manifest proof. Note. The word is not probably, for then 
commune argumentum might have served, but the word is 
provably be attainted. 2. The word attaint necessarily 
implieth, that lie be proceeded with, and attainted, accord- 
ing to the due course of law, and proceedings of law, 
and not by absolute power, or by other means, as in former 
times had been used ; and, therefore, if a man doth adhere 
to the enemies of the King, or be slain in open war against 
the King, or otherwise die before the attainder of treason, 
he forfeiteth nothing, because (as the Act saith) he is not 
attainted ; wherein this Act hath altered that, which, be- 
fore this Act, in case of treason, was taken for law. And 
the Statute of 34 Ed. III., saves nothing to the King, but 
that which was in esse, and pertaining to the King at the 
making of that Act. And this appeareth by a judgment 
in Parliament, in ann. 29 II. VI., that Jack Cade, being 
slain irr open rebellion, could no ways be punished, or for- 
feit any thing, and, therefore, was attainted by that Act of 
high treason. 3. Of open deed, per opertum factum; 
these words strengthen the former exposition of provable- 
ment ; an overt act must be alleged in every indictment 
upon this Act, and proved ; compassing, by bare words, is 
not an overt act, as appears by many temporary Statutes 
against it. But there must be some open act, which must 
be manifestly proved. As if divers do conspire the death 
of the King, and the manner how, and thereupon provide 
weapons — powder, poison, harness, send letters and the like, 
for the execution of the conspiracy. If a subject conspire 
with a foreign Prince to invade the Realm by open hos- 
tility, and prepare for the same by some overt act, this is a 
sufficient overt act for the. death of the King. 4thly. A 
conspiracy is had to levy war ; this is no treason by this 
act, until it be levied ; therefore it is no overt act, or mani- 
fest proof of the compassing the death of the King within 
this act, for the words are, deceo, &c, thereof, that is, of 
the compassing of the death. The wisdom of the makers 
of this Law would not make bare words to be treason, 
seeing such variance commonly among the witnesses, about 
the same, as few of them agree together. 

In the preamble of the Statute of 1 Mar. (concerning 
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the repeal of certain treasons declared after this Statute of 
25 Echo. III. and before that time, and bringing all things 
to the measures of this Statute) it was agreed by the whole 
Parliament, that Laws justly made for the preservation of 
the Commonwealth, without extreme punishment, are more 
often obeyed and kept, than Laws and Statutes made with 
great and extreme punishments ; and in special such Laws 
and Statutes so made, whereby not only the ignorant and 
rude unlearned people, but also learned and expert people, 
minding honesty, are oftentimes trapped and snared, yea, 
many times for words only, without other fact or deed 
done or perpetrated. Therefore this Act of the 25th 
Ed. III. doth provide that tbe,re must be an overt act. 
othly. As to treason, by levying war against the King, 
we must note, that though conspiring or compassing to levy 
war, without a war de facto, be no treason, yet it may 
conspire a war, and only some few actually levy it, all are 
guilty of the treason. Raising a force to burn or throw 
down a particular enclosure, is only a riot; but if it had 
been to have rone from Town to Town, to throw down 

O ... 

all enclosures, or to change Religion, or the like, it were 
levying of war, because the intended mischief is publick. 
Holding a Fort or Castle against the King's force, is levy- 
ing war. 6th. Counterfeiting the great or privy-seal, is 
treason, but it must be an actual counterfeiting thereof; 
compassing to do it is no treason ; affixing the great seal 
by the Chancellor, without warrant, is no treason ; fixing 
a new great seal to another patent is misprision, but no 
treason, beinrr not counterfeiting within this Act. But 
aiders and consenters are within this Act. 7th. Treason 
concerning coin, is counterfeiting the King's coin ; and this 
was treason at common law, and judgment only as of 
petty treason ; but clipping, &c, being made treason by 
other Statutes, the judgment is, to be drawn, hanged, and 
quariered. Money, here, extends only to the proper money 
of this Realm. 8th. As this Statute leaves all other 
doubtful matters to be declared treason in Parliament, 
but not to be punished as such till so declared, so in suc- 
ceeding Kings' reigns abundance of other matters were 
declared treason, which being found very grievous and 
dangerous, by this Statute, 1 Mar., it is enacted that thence- 
forth no act, deed, or offence, being by Act of Parliament 
or Statute made treason, petty treason, or misprision of 
treason, by words, writing, cyphering, deeds, or otherwise 
however, shall be taken, bad, deemed or adjudged to be 
high treason, petty treason, or misprision of treason, 
but only such as be declared and expressed to be trea- 
son, petty treason, or misprision of treason, by this Sta- 
tute of 25 Edw. III. 

Here we rest the matter, my Lords, convinced that the 
author of Number III, is not within the meaning of this 
Statute, nor any exposition of it, and that the design of 
your Lordships in adding the epithet treasonable, was 
wicked, base, and infamous, and will be sure to secure to 
you the contempt and detestation of every honest man. 



THE CRISIS. NO. IX. 

To the King : 

Sik : You ascended the Throne of these Realms with 
advantages which, if properly improved, would have ren- 
dered your reign not only glorious and happy, but have 
made you the most powerful monarch upon earth ; you 
might have kept the world in awe. Yet, O shame to tell, 
though the times demand it, you soon sacrificed your own 
peace, the tranquillity, honour, and interest of this great 
and mighty Kingdom, to the ambitious views and pernicious 
designs of your infernal minion, Lord Bute, and his profli- 
gate, abandoned adherents. Your accession to the Throne 
filled with joy the breast of every Englishman ; but, alas ! 
it was of short duration ; you soon convinced them of their 
mistake, and the compliments paid to your understanding, 
the calm hour of reason soon convinced us were ill- 
founded. 

No sooner seated upon the Throne of this vast Empire, 
than you, like all other Kings, as well as tyrants, made the 
people many and fair promises. You told your Parliament 
that trie suppression of vice and immorality, the encourage- 
ment of Trade and Commerce, and the preservation of 
peace and harmony amongst your people, should be the 
rule of your conduct, and your principal study. How far 



you have kept your word, the sacred pen of truth shall 
now declare. 

Scarce seated in regal dignity, before you drove from 
your presence and councils, by the advice of your Scotch 
favourite, Lord Bute, every man of honour and integrity, 
who was valued for his love to his Country, and affection 
to your family ; you implicitly followed the advice of your 
Northern minion, and in their room took those only who 
were the most conspicuous for their vices, and the most 
abandoned in principle. These are facts which Sandwich, 
Bute, Grafton, North, &tc, will confirm. 

These men you still continue to countenance ; every 
scene of iniquity they have been concerned in, and every 
act of violence, oppression, and murder they have com- 
mitted, has been by you tacitly approved, nay, applauded 1 
Adultery, debauchery, and divorces, are more frequent now 
than in the corrupt and profligate days of Charles the 
Second ; these, Sir, prove incontestably your religious princi- 
ples, and show how far you have suppressed vice and im- 
morality. 

It will now be necessary to inquire how far you have 
encouraged Trade and Commerce. Was it by illegally im- 
posing a stamp-duty on the Americans, and taxing those 
commodities which we supplied them with from this Coun- 
try, which has stopped, for near six years, a great traffick 
between this Kingdom and the Colonies ? Was it by 
suffering, with the most shameful impunity, the Portuguese 
to infringe upon the privileges of the English Merchants 
at Lisbon, by which many were not only injured, but almost 
totally ruined ? Was it by blocking up the Port and de- 
stroying the trade of the Town of Boston, thereby redu- 
cing to a state of miserable dependance more than thirty 
thousand people, and giving a vital stab to the whole Com- 
merce of America 1 

We will now examine, Sir, how far you have preserved 
peace and harmony among your people. Was it by provi- 
ding for all the beggarly relations, and miserable depend- 
ants of your Scotch minion, in preference to your English 
subjects, especially those who were the chief instruments 
of placing your family upon the Throne ? Was it by order- 
ing the late Lord Halifax to issue an illegal warrant for 
apprehending Mr. Wilkes ? Was it by rewarding that de- 
linquent after he had been found guilty of a breach of the 
English Laws ? Was it by screening your Minister behind 
the Throne, who violated the rights of the Freeholders of 
England! Was it by rejecting the Petitions of your injur- 
ed subjects, and laughing at the remonstrance presented to 
you from the first City in the world, the great capital of 
the British Empire ? Was it by not granting the suppli- 
cations of your people, and meanly referring those Peti- 
tions and Remonstrances to the consideration of those very 
men, whose conduct they arraigned, and who were only 
the slavish tools of your abandoned Ministers ? Was it by 
sending Troops to Boston, depriving people of their Con- 
stitutional rights ; and, contrary to all the Laws of this free 
Country, enforcing the tyrannical and oppressive Acts of 
your abandoned Parliament with the sword, and laying 
America under a Military Government ? Was it by re- 
warding the profligate, the corrupt, and the plunderers of 
their Country, with titles and honours? W T as it by a tame 
dastardly submission to the insults of the Spaniards, and 
a sacrifice of the honour of the British Nation ? These, 
Sir, are the means you have made use of for preserving 
peace and harmony among your people. But, Sir, the 
greatest piece of ministerial villany, and diabolical cruelty 
is still behind — it is now going through the House of Lords, 
and you, Sir, will soon be called upon to sign it; it is a Bill 
for restraining the American Fishery, and starving to death, 
or driving to a state of desperation, more than three hundred 
thousand people. Consider, Sir, the fatal tendency of this 
Bill ; determine no longer to be the dupe of an abandoned 
set of men; act from yourself, and refuse to sign an Act of 
Parliament which must involve one part of the Empire in 
a civil war, and reduce thousands of your subjects to 
poverty and want. Let no consideration prevail with you 
to execute a deed, at the idea of which humanity revolts. 
Consider, Sir, how much this will raise the indignation of 
your people here, when they find you are destitute of the 
common feelings of humanity, and that you can be so 
easily prevailed upon to sacrifice your subjects to the cruel 
designs of your Ministers and favourites. Give some 
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proof of a determined resolution no longer to pursue mea- 
sures which must end in the destruction of your Kingdom, 
and perhaps in the ruin of your family. 

Consider, Sir, how despicable you appear in the eyes of 
the world ; who, instead of governing, suffer yourself to be 
governed ; who, instead of being a leader, are led ; who, 
instead of being a King, are nothing but a mere cypher of 
State, while your favourite and Ministers wear all the ap- 
pendages to sovereignty. 

It has long surprised the Kingdom to think how you 
could bear such wretches to prey upon you ; to think how 
you could suffer them to aggrandize themselves and crea- 
tures ; to possess the greatest wealth, and to hold the first 
offices in the Kingdom ; and all this by imposing upon you, 
by making you break your coronation-oath, by making 
you violate every promise you made with your people, and 
by filling your ears with lies, instead of truth. How is it 
possible you can bear such usage, which no sensible man 
in a private capacity can bear? and to be the dupe of the 
vilest of the creation, is so much beneath the dignity of a 
man who pretends to govern, that it is astonishing such 
fiends should prevail as they do. Indeed they never could, 
unless you, Sir, like them, was inclined to establish an arbi- 
trary system of Government, and to set up your own wi.ll 
in opposition to the laws of the land. 

Let me advise you, Sir, as you regard your own pros- 
perity and the welfare of your Kingdom ; let me conjure 
you, as you value your own safety, to consider well the 
fatal and ruinous measures your Ministers are pursuing, and 
you sanctifying with the Royal authority ; consider the 
miserable, the unfortunate situation of this Country; think 
on the dangers which threaten on every side ; consider we 
are now upon the eve of a Civil War with our Colonies ; 
from the present face of things, it is inevitable ; Trade and 
Commerce is at a stand, and all the Iiorrours of wretched- 
ness and want stare them in the face. Consider, Sir, the 
feelings of men, reduced in the short space of a few days, 
through wanton acts of power, from a state of ease and 
plenty to that of misery and famine. I ask, is it possible 
for them to set bounds to their resentment? Consider, 
Sir, the French and Spaniards will not long remain idle 
spectators, when once they see us deeply engaged in a 
war with the Colonies. Throw off then your supine in- 
dolence; awake from your lethargick state; and if you will 
not be excited by the desire of doing good, awake at least 
to a sense of your own danger ; think when the general 
calamity comes on, who will be the objects of publick 
hatred. Will not the advisers of these destructive mea- 
sures be the first sacrifices to the popular resentment? 
When the Merchants, Traders, and Manufacturers are 
starving, when the whole body of the people are in misery 
and distress, what security, Sir, can you expect to find ? 
Where will your Ministers conceal themselves ? They 
will not be safe even within the walls of your Palace ! 

Let these things, Sir, be well weighed, and no longer 
persuade yourself the people were made for you, and not 
you for them ; no longer believe that you do not govern 
for them but for yourself; that the people live only to in- 
crease your glory, or to furnish matter for pleasure. For 
once, Sir, consider what you may do for them, and not 
what you may draw from them. 

The people, Sir, think it to be a crime of the first mag- 
nitude to convert that power to their hurt which was in- 
tended for their good ; and to obey a King while he acts 
in this manner, and tramples under foot all laws, divine 
and human, argues not only a want of sense in the highest 
degree, but a want of love for our Country, and a disregard 
for ourselves and posterity. 

Your subjects, Sir, are under no obligations to you, nor 
do they owe you any allegiance any longer than you con- 
tinue to protect them, and make their good the chief end 
of your Government. When a Prince assumes to himself 
an extravagant or an unlawful power, then all respect 
ceases, and he ceases to be a King; whilst he protects and 
preserves his people in their just rights, and governs them 
by the laws of the land, all good men will love and esteem 
him, and risk their lives and fortunes in his service ; but 
when he begins to invade their liberties, to set up an arbi- 
trary power, to impose unlawful taxes, raise forces, and 
make war upon his people, and suffer foreign States to 
insult and injure them, then all virtuous and good men will 



detest and abhor him, and endeavour to remove him from 
a throne he unworthily fills. 

In such cases resistance is a virtue ; and to say that some 
should passively suffer, lest, by resisting, they should cause 
the ruin of many, is not a just reason ; because, in all pro- 
bability, they will be the cause that millions unborn shall 
live happy and free ; and what can be a more noble, glori- 
ous, and pious motive for suffering, than to transmit liberty 
to posterity ? For this our fathers bravely fought — and 
many of them gloriously fell — to preserve themselves and 
their descendants free, and to destroy the tyranny and des- 
potism of the Stuarts, and, Sir, (let me beg you will re- 
member with gratitude,) to place your family upon the 
throne of the British Empire. 

The author of this paper is far from advising violent 
measures upon every errour or misconduct of a Prince ; 
but resistance becomes a duty when they attempt the ruin 
of the State, the subversion of liberty, or overturning the 
Constitution of the Kingdom. It is notorious to the world, 
Sir, that your Ministers are guilty of all these black and 
deadly crimes, and yet you screen and protect them. The 
conclusions to be drawn from thence are obvious, and you, 
like Charles, may live to see your favourites fall. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CHARLESTOWN, IN SOUTH' 
CAROLINA, TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON, DATED 
MARCH 7, 1775. 

1 do assure you I am not now near so strenuous for 
America as when I left London. I am far, however, from 
being able to judge of the state of the Continent, in gene- 
ral ; but sure I am this Province cannot long subsist with- 
out a free Trade, and a mutual dependance on the Mother 
Country. Many articles which Great Britain furnishes 
are now become very scarce ; Rice and Indigo, the grand 
staple of our Commerce, are a drug. 

Before .the Non-Exportation scheme took effect, you 
would have been surprised to see the number of Ships in 
our harbour, and the Trade carried on in the Town ; in 
short, on my arrival I observed as much hurry and bustle 
as in the streets of London; and 1 could not but admire 
the liveliness of the people. But the contrast is now visible ; 
their tempers are soured ; their fortunes, for want of Trade, 
consuming fast. A train of consequences must inevitably 
ensue which, in my opinion, they will not be able to re- 
trieve in the space of a dozen years. It is the wish, there- 
fore, of the wise and sober, that a speedy reconciliation 
with the Mother Country may be effected ; but as this Prov- 
ince has bore so higli a part in their opposition to Gov- 
ernment, they are unwilling to give out till the terms 
offered become general. 



PRINCESS ANNE COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

Committee Chamber, Kempo's Landing, March 7, 1775. 

The conduct of Mr. John Saunders being taken into 
consideration, relative to the Provincial and Continental 
Associations, at this important crisis, when the liberties of 
America are in danger of being subverted, it was thought 
expedient that he be held up to publick censure, and the 
rather because be hath had the advantage of a liberal edu- 
cation, and for some time past hath studied the law. 

The facts upon which our censure is grounded are as 
follows : The said John Saunders was present at the meet- 
ing of a respectable body of Freeholders of the County, 
at the Court-House, in July, 1774, for the purpose of 
choosing Deputies to attend the Convention in fVilliams- 
ourg, the first day of August last, and of entering into 
resolutions expressive of the sentiments of the County, in 
support of their just rights and privileges ; which not one 
refused signing but said Saunders, who obstinately refused, 
though particularly solicited by some of the principal gen- 
tlemen then present. 

When the Provincial Association, entered into in August, 
1774, was read, and offered to the people that they might 
express their approbation by signing it, at a meeting of 
the Freeholders, on Tuesday, the 16th day of the said 
month, and afterwards at almost every publick meeting 
within this County, at many of which the said Saunders 
appeared, yet he constantly persisted in his refusal to 
accede thereto. 

When the Continental Association was also offered him 
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to sign, lie likewise refused, alleging that the way of pro- 
ceeding was illegal ; of which the Committee for the 
County being informed, they, at a meeting held the 5th 
day of January, 1775. considering that the said Saunders 
was a young matt, and might be better advised, appointed 
a Sub-Committee to wait on the said Saunders, who, 
agreeable thereto, waited on him at his own house, expos- 
tulated with him on his conduct, and desired him to retract 
these words, viz : " that the way of proceeding was ille- 
gal," which he spoke to Mr. Lemuel Thorowgood, who 
was appointed by the Committee to offer the said Asso- 
ciation ; upon which he replied, " that he did not intend 
such a return should have been made by Mr. Thorowgood ;" 
and being asked whether those words were inadvertently 
uttered, he answered, " they were not." Mr. Saunders 
likewise acquainted them that he told Mr. Thorowgood, 
" it was his opinion he had no right to call upon him." 
They then desired him to give his reasons for not signing 
the Association : to which he answered, " if they had come 
as private gentlemen, he would have given them his rea- 
sons, but as they came in the capacity they did, he chose 
not to do so." A few days after being greatly pressed by 
Mr. Hunter, one of his most intimate acquaintances, he 
signed it ; but, behold ! at the end of his name he added 
the negative no, with a capital N ! The Committee being 
informed of this additional mark of contempt, they then 
appointed a Sub-Committee, to summon the said Saunders 
to appear this day before them, who failed so to do. 

On the same day, the Committee having maturely deli- 
berated on the behaviour of one Benjamin Dingly Gray, 
concluded that his conduct ought to be inserted in the 
Gazette, and exposed to publick animadversion, of which 
the following is an exact detail : 

On the 5th day of January last, in Committee, it was 
resolved that a list of the Non-Associators in this County, 
of whom the said Benjamin Dingly Gray was one. be 
entered in the Minute-Book, and a true copy thereof deli- 
vered to each Merchant residing in this County, and other 
copies fixed up at several publick places, and likewise in 
Norfolk County and Borough ; and further, it was recom- 
mended to all persons not to have any dealings, or com- 
mercial intercourse with the said Non-Associators. The 
said Gray being apprized of this, and hearing that a list of 
the Non-Associators in this County was fixed up at the 
Market-House in Norfolk Borough, and that he was in- 
cluded in the said list, uttered the following disrespectful, 
scurrilous, and abusive words, to wit: "That he looked 
upon this Committe as a pack of damn'd rascals, for adver- 
tising him in the manner they had done, and that they 
ought to have advertised him in the publick papers, alleg- 
ing in that case he would have had an opportunity of vin- 
dicating himself." The Committee being informed of the 
invectives thrown out, did, on Thursday, the 2d day of 
March, appoint three of their body to summon him to ap- 
pear before them this day, who, when summoned, declared 
it was uncertain whether he could attend or not, being at 
that time indisposed, but added, that his sentiments were 
still the same with regard to this Committee. 

Also, on the same day, the Committee being acquainted 
that Captain Mitchell Phillips had refused to appear before 
them, agreeable to an order made last meeting, that he 
might give his reasons for his late very extraordinary beha- 
viour touching the Association, it was thought proper that 
such his behaviour should be made publick. The said 
Mitchell Phillips being always averse to the measures 
adopted by the Americans to preserve their just rights and 
privileges inviolate, and being Captain of a Company of 
Militia, over whom be has great influence, has exerted 
every effort to deter the men under his command from 
acceding to the Association, and represented all the Ame- 
rican proceedings in the light of absolute rebellion, which, 
it is feared, may have a bad tendency. 

And thereupon the Committee came to the following 
Resolve, to wit : That the aforesaid John Saunders, Benja- 
min Dingly Gray, and Mitchell Phillips, be looked upon 
as inimical to the liberties of this Country, and the means 
entered into by the American Continental Congress for 
the restoration of them, and that no person ought to have 
any commercial intercourse or dealing with them. 
By order of the Committee, 

Thomas Abbott, Cleric. 



ACCOUNT OF AN OUTRAGE COMMITTED BY CAPT. GRAVES. 

Philadelphia, March 15, 1775. 

On the 7th instant, as George Taylor, of Wilmington, 
in his own Shallop, was on his passage from thence to this 
City, he was boarded by a party of ruffians from the King's 
armed Schooner the Diana, commanded by Captain 
Graves, (nephew to Admiral Graves, now at Boston,) who 
brought Taylor to, and on boarding him, demanded what 
he had on board ; to which he answered, only Rum and 
Limes ; but civilly told them they might go down and look. 
They then demanded his papers, which were pronounced 
authentick ; but this not satisfying them, they entered the 
cabin, wherein was several Hundred Pounds cash, which 
Taylor, no doubt justly thinking proper to have his eye 
toward, went after them to the cabin door, without going 
down ; whereupon he was immediately menaced and insult- 
ed, as suspecting the honour of the King's men ; and al- 
though he made no other than a moderate civil reply, as 
several passengers on board can testify, he was immediate- 
ly furiously attacked and knocked down, where he was 
beaten in a most inhuman manner till the deck was be- 
smeared with blood, and at the same time shamefully in- 
sulted with the infernal language common to such crews, 
(and which, hut for offending the civilized ear, might be 
repeated.) They then threatened to throw him overboard 
and drown him, took the command of his boat, and after 
gratifying their malice by towing her about in the river, 
took her along-side the Schooner, where the illustrious 
Captain detained her a considerable time, insulting and 
abusing the Skipper, and justifying and applauding the 
conduct of his heroick men, who had thus brought him a 
common Shallop, with two or three men on board, without 
the least appearance of clandestine conduct. After the 
gallant Captain, with his crew, had somewhat glutted their 
rancour, they dismissed the Shallop ; but Taylor was so 
wounded and abused, that he was not able to conduct her; 
yet, by the assistance of those on board, she was got up to 
this City, and he afterwards conveyed home tp Wilming- 
ton, where he lay dangerously ill. 



TO THE PRINTERS OF THE PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE. 

Gentlemen: Seeing in your Paper of Wednesday, 
March 15th, a most scandalous, false, and base represen- 
tation of the conduct of a gentleman and boat's crew be- 
longing to the King's armed Schooner Diana, I must, as a 
lover of truth, and being privy to the whole matter respect- 
ing George Taylor, of Wilmington, beg leave to assure the 
publick, that he was not struck, or in any manner molest- 
ed, (though he used many provoking speeches,) till he 
took hold of the gentleman on duty by the collar, who 
then struck Taylor one blow, the matter there ending, as 
Taylor did not return it ; neither was he taken along-side 
the Schooner, having produced the proper papers. 

Dashwood Bacon. 

We, whose names are here under mentioned, from our 
personal knowledge of Mr. Bacon, as a gentleman and 
man of honour, are convinced he would not sign to any 
thing that was not strictly true. And we do further aver, 
on our honour, that the Shallop was not brought along- 
side, or detained longer than is usual in examining vessels. 

John Dowson, Master. 

John Birthwhistle, Surgeon. 



to the publick. 



You have, no doubt, generally seen an attempt made, in 
a late number of the Pennsylvania Packet, by Dashwood 
Bacon and others, (probably confederates,) in order to excul- 
pate the perpetrators of the atrocious fact committed upon 
the body of George Taylor, in his own vessel, in the Kings- 
Road, by some of the Diana's crew, under the command 
of Captain Graves. That they should attempt to clear 
themselves in the manner they have, is not much to be 
admired, since it commonly happens that the most daring 
murderers plead " not guilty ;" but when those who are 
called men, are grown so callous as to be insensible of the 
compunctions of conscience, and hardened as to deny the 
voice of truth, even in the face of the sun, it then becomes 
necessary more methodically to arraign them, and investi- 
gate their conduct before the tribunal of the people, that 
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so, if possible, they may be subjected to the punishment 
and contempt which they justly deserve ; for which pur- 
pose the following Depositions, relative to the aforesaid 
abuse, are here presented to the world, viz : 

fVilmington Borough, ss. 

Personally appeared before me, John McKinley, Esq., 
Chief Burgess "of said Borough, Nathan Wood, who, 
being solemnly affirmed, doth declare and say, that he 
was lately a passenger on board George Taylor's Shal- 
lop, at the time when, on her passage from this Borough 
to Philadelphia, she was brought to by a party belonging 
to the King's armed Schooner Diana, Captain Graves 
commander; that on coming on board the Shallop, an 
Officer asked what was on board, and being answered by 
Taylor, only Rum and Limes, and the Officer demanding 
proper papers, Taylor immediately produced them. The 
hatch was then opened, and the hogsheads counted and 
compared, which agreeing with the papers, the Officer 
asked further, whether Taylor had not something more on 
board, or in the cabin, and in a very scoffing manner in- 
quired whether he had not some Teas ; Taylor replied, he 
was welcome to go into the cabin and see himself, assur- 
ing him at the same time that nothing was on board besides 
the Rum and Limes. Then the Officer and two Sailors 
went into the cabin and stayed some time, on which Taylor 
went to the cabin door and looked in ; the Officer asked 
what he wanted ; Taylor replied, I did not know there 
was any body in the cabin but you. The Officer then got 
into a violent rage, cursing and swearing in the most dread- 
ful manner, and coming upon deck used many horrid im- 
precations and threats against Taylor, that he would kick 
him overboard, fee, for suspecting the King's men, and 
still vaunting that he was a King's Officer, at the same lime 
striking and wounding Taylor, so that the deck was prodi- 
giously besmeared with his blood. And this affirmant far- 
ther saith, that Taylor gave not the least provocation, but, 
on the contrary, both in his words and behaviour, showed 
the greatest respect and submission, and never resisted or 
attempted to touch the Officer. The Shallop coming 
abreast the Schooner, the Officer told Captain Graves, 
who was walking on the quarter-deck of the Schooner, 
that "this fellow has Limes and Rum on board;" where- 
upon' the Captain immediately got into the boat with 
several sailors, came on board the Shallop, and, without 
any examination, highly approved of the conduct of the 
Officer in beating Taylor, (who, at that time, was leaning 
bleeding violently in the cockpit,) and said that if be had 
been on board he would have given him twice as much, 
and threatened to kick his teeth down his throat, and to 
take him on board the Schooner, and there to tie him up 
and whip him. The Captain then ordered four men into 
the boat to tow the Shallop along-side the Schooner, which 
had then drifted a small distance astern, but finding they 
could not tow her against the wind and tide, the anchor 
was ordered out ; and the Captain asking for the papers, 
they were handed to him, and he having examined and 
found them authentick, ordered Taylor to go about his 
business, after having been detained nearly an hour and a 
half. And further this affirmant saith not. 

Nathan Wood. 

Affirmed this 1st day of April, 1775, before 

John McKinley. 

Likewise, William Carter, Mary Johnston, and Daniel 
Nicholson, being solemnly sworn on the Holy Evangelists 
of Almighty God, do severally depose and say, that they, 
respectively, were on board George Taylor's Shallop at 
the time afore-mentioned, and were particularly attentive 
to the transactions afore-related, and that what Nathan 
Wood, the above affirmant, hath declared in his examina- 
tion, is just and true, and particularly that George Taylor 
gave not the least provocation, but on the contrary behaved 
in the most respectful and submissive manner. 

William Carter, 
Mary Johnston, 
Daniel Nicholson. 

Sworn this 1st day of April, 1775, before 

John McKinley. 

Now if conduct of this kind is permitted with impunity, 
let us no longer exclaim against the piratical States ofBarba- 



ry for committing outrages upon the subjects of George the 
Third, since we see British barbarians, subjects of George 
the Third, under his commission, sanction, and authori- 
ty, commit such audacious outrages upon the persons and 
property of his subjects. From what hath been heretofore 
offered against the present cause of complaint, some may 
perhaps have been ready to treat it as a fiction ; but since 
the matter is here so amply confirmed, may we not with 
confidence look to the King, and call aloud upon him, or 
those who represent him in cases of this nature, strictly to 
examine into this conduct of his servants, so that justice, 
which is the boasted glory of the English Nation, may 
take place, and that they may thereby, in some measure, 
redeem the honour and dignity of the Crown from the ob- 
loquy and contempt to which such conduct has too justly 
subjected it. 



TO THE PRINTERS OF THE PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE. 

Philadelphia, March 8, 1775. 

Respected Friends: Observing that, in your Paper of 
the week before last, you published a piece styled " The 
Testimony of the Representatives of the people called 
Quakers," signed James Pemberton, but as there was a 
piece published in Bradford's Journal, signed JB. L., 
which, as it is esteemed necessary towards elucidating 
several expressions not properly comprehended by those 
who are unacquainted with Friends' writings, I therefore 
hope, as you have favoured the publick with one, you'll 
do them the justice to publish the other. 

Amicus Veritatis. 

To the Printers of the Pennsylvania Journal : 

It is a duty incumbent on societies or individuals, to vin- 
dicate or explain any publick transaction which excites 
general disgust or uneasiness, be the ground ever so slight. 
1 have therefore preferred your Paper, as being more gene- 
rally read by those calling themselves the Sons of Liberty, 
in order to remove those suspicions and misapprehensions 
which a late publication, as from the Society of Friends, I 
find has produced. Those who suppose this Testimony to 
be pointed against the measures thought necessary for the 
publick interest, have not attended to its language, or the 
conduct of that Society, since our unhappy dispute with the 
Mother Country commenced. A due regard to these will 
shew, that it is intended to preserve the general cause from 
being sullied by the violence or caprice of rash and turbu- 
lent minds. The Society hath ever been distinguished for 
its loyalty to the King, and obedience to his Government. 
This is therefore recommended in the strongest terms, but 
by no means implies a loyalty to Parliament, or a Govern- 
ment of fellow-subjects over fellow-subjects, the improprie- 
ty and injustice of which must be obvious to the meanest 
capacity. A due submission to the King and his Govern- 
ment most evidently means such a Government as an Eng- 
lish King rightfully has over English subjects ; a Govern- 
ment bounded and limited by law, and founded upon the 
two great principles of the English Constitution, which en- 
title the governed to dispose of their own property, and to 
partake in legislation. This is the Government for which 
America is contending, in which our duty to our King and 
our own rights are so happily blended. 

A due caution is also given against riots, routs, illegal 
combinations, and assemblies, which, by a strange and 
forced inference of some weak or prejudiced minds, has 
been supposed to allude to the Congress, Committees, &c, 
bodies to which such terms are by no means applicable, 
and which are certainly not meant in the publication in 
question, for the following plain reasons: — - 

First. The peaceable meeting of persons, and discussion 
of publick affairs, let it be called by what name it will, is 
so far from being condemned by any law, that it is the best 
security of our happy Constitution that it is lawful. 

Secondly. It cannot be supposed that any English sub- 
ject, possessing the smallest portion of virtue and knowledge 
in the English Constitution, would, by such an imputation, 
condemn the three noblest assemblies who dignify the 
page of that history : The Barons who obtained Magna 
Charta from King John; the Assembly which restored 
Charles the Second and Monarchy ; and the Convention at 
the Revolution, which placed King William on the Throne, 
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and. opened the : way for "the accession of the present Royal 
family. These were all Congresses, formed on the same 
principles and the same necessities as the late American 

Congress. 

^2Mrdly7 The supposition would condemn the very 
meeting whose publication we are considering. It is called 
a meeting of Representatives from New- Jersey and Penn- 
sylvania. By what authority did these Representatives, 
meet ? The discussion of political questions is no part of 
the discipline or system of a ~ Tleligious Society, nor com-, 
prised within the jurisdiction of any meeting among Friends, 
which only affect religious concerns, or the economical af- 
fairs of the Society. An extraordinary occasion produced 
an extraordinary meeting, but not an illegal one; because 
there is no law which prohibits the King's subjects from 
ifi.eeting to discuss any political questions. In this case it 
was a laudable one, as its intention must have been to make 
a timely provision against those irregularities and tumults 
which publick commotions often create. 

Fourthly. That the present Congresses and Committees r 
were not meant, appears from the conduct of the worthy 
FriencLwhose name is to the publication, who has been 
present in such Assemblies, and took an active part in the 
choice oT the Committee last summer; measures which 
could not have had his concurrence, if included under any 
of the descriptions of a riot, rout, illegal combination, or 
assembly. I might add, that several respectable members 
of thisJSociety have not only served on former Commjt- 
teesUpjLtliis kind, and acquiesced in the present measures, 
but have returned their thanks to the Committee of this 
City, for an alteration madeJn disposing or: storing their 
Goods imported under the Association of the late Con-, 
gress— procedures wholly inconsistent with the idea of its 
beingan illegal assembly. .- 

Upon the whole, it is presumed enough has..been offered, 
to show that (his Testiinonycould not be intended to cast 
any disrespect upon the cause of publick liberty, much less 
to create. diyisJQJVQt discord. Taken in; its true and proper 
light, TFis "calculated to point out thoserocks of licentious- 
nessiaTid outrage, whicli often lay concealed under the 
stllQoth_surface of the fairest pretensions, and have proved 
fataLtQJthe^best of causes. It is, indeed, to be wished 
itlTould have derived more respect and authority fiom the 
numbers and weight of the representation. Rut the inten- 
-tion certainly has merit, however it may he thought to fall 
short in the execution. B. L. 
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'- --- " — " Philadelphia, March" 8, 1775. 

When those who think themselves entitled to write for 
the publick proceed with openness, ingenuity, and candour, 
if ihey do not merit the publick attention and approbation, 
they certainly deserve their indulgence. But when any man 
undertakes to gi ve the publick advice, and to call upon them 
in the warmest and most passionate terms, to follow his direc- 
tions, every degree of deceit, hypocrisy, or Unfair proceed- 
ing, is so far from meriting approbation, that the man who 
attempts it deserves to be treated with the utmost indigna- 
tion, and to meet with the fate of the worst of villains. 

The person who takes an active part in - any "controversy 
carried on in the publick Papers, and desires to enter the 
lists as a champion on either side, should be possessed of 
that degree of candour and honesty which obliges a man 
folenteTTnto" the real merits of the cause, and to give a full, 
fair, and impartial state of the controversy, in order to en- 
title him to a place in any Paper of reputation. When he 
has_done_this, he ought to have full liberty to use every 
argument wkh which i reason and truth could supply him; 
but theTnstant he : attempted to impose on the publick by 
unfair representations, lies, or assertions without argument, 
he should be packed off to the common receptacle of all 
such materials. 

In our present contest with Great Britain, the question 
is, Whether the Parliament of Great Britain has a right 
to make Statutes which shall bind us in all cases whatever? 
Now, if any one, without ever bringing this question in 
view, of TiUempting 10 discuss it, will undertake, by hard 
names, to frighten us into a submission, I think he wants 
that candour and ingenuity which alone can entitle him to 
a placeJn a Paper ^jf character, and his manner of pro- 
ceeding gives the Printer thereof a just right to refuse his 
lucubrations. 

Fourth Series,— Yol. ii. - . i 



I believe I may appeal even to our adversaries, whether 
the writers in favour of our cause have not always begun 
by stating the case, as far as they intended to touch upon it, 
in the fairest and fullest manner, and then discussed it by 
arguments drawn from the nature of GW and man, and the 
well-known and fundamental principles of the British Con- 
stitution. Had their opponents acted with equal ingenuity, 
it would have saved much trouble, wholly prevented all 
that heat and acrimony which has appeared at one time or 
another, and saved the pains of replying to many produc- 
tions against which nothing but the fear of their affecting 
weak minds could ever induce any friend to his Country 
to take up the pen. Of this kind is the piece signed 
PhiMrene, which contains: nothing but bold assertions, 
couched in strong language, and most of them notorious false- 
hoods.. Since this writer, at the request of A Friend to the 
Constitution, has been indulged with a republication in 
a reputable and extensively circulating Paper, I would 
beg leave to select a few of his assertions, and request the_ 
Friend to the Constitution to support them by the facts. he 

refers to. , . . -. ._- - ^ > : = .-.,;, 

1. "That a submission to the laws and authority of 
Great Britain, in the cases we complain of, would alone . 
make us a free, wealthy, and happy people." In jorder to 
make this assertion good, it will be necessary to prove that 
submission to laws neither made, by ourselves, nor by our 
Representatives, and to be taxed by men who have no in- 
terest in our affairs, constitute true British freedom ; that 
taking our Money from us without our consent will in- 
creaseour wealth; that to be deprived of Trial by Jury 
will enlarge and confirm personal security ; that out hap- 
piness consists in submitting to become the slaves of the 
worst sort of tyrants, viz: of such, that every ^alleviation 
of their; own ;7nisery must be obtained by a proportional 
increase of ours; and that to be,, removed for trial to Great 
Britain is preferable to being tri§d by a Jury of. the vicin- 
ity. And us all our Assemblies, from the one endpfthe 
Continent to the other, have petitioned against these Laws 
as infringements of their "'fights and privileges, it may not 
he amiss to point out to them the crrour of their proceed- 
ings, and to prove that they are not intended by the Con- 
stitution Tor Legislator 1 :. For, if the British Parliament 
has a right to bind us in all cases whatever, it isimpossible 
for them to have the same right — the one right necessarily 
destroying the other. 

2. " That wc are arrived to such a pitch of infatuation, 
as to be unwilling to confine ourselves within the bounds, 
or to submit to the Laws prescribed by the Government 
to which wq are subjects ; that our conduct has justly 
merited punishment and contempt, and must .inevitably 
sink us in infamy and obscurity; that our wickedness and 
folly is such, that we set about a reformation of a Govern- 
ment already the envy of every other Nation, ancfarc de- 
termined to accomplish our views, orperish in the attempt ; 
and that not the united misery of all our fellow men, nor the 
destruction of the peace and good order of the world, will 
ever deter us from onr desperate undertaking ; but that rather 
than fail in our enterprise, we will exult to introduce anar- 
chy and confusion into the State, and glory to riot upon the 
miseries of mankind in private life."- That masterly pen 
which djew a finished character of the most_cpnsuTnmate 
villain that ever breathed on the earth, fell greatly short of 
this picture, a'nd, had he lived to this day, must have ob- 
tained some master strokes from Phileircne. But Cataline 
himself never equalled this. How P_hiJeirene "could at- 
tempt to fix such a character upon a people whose most 
violent struggle to preserve themselves from a ten years' 
perseverance in oppressive measures 'has _beon a Non-Im- 
portation Agreement, is yet more extraordinary than the 
celerity and cheerfulness with which he asserts such infa- 
mous lies. I beg pardon for the expression^ t forgot that 
the truth of it can be proved by facts. 

•3. " That we aim at an independency, replete with the 
most distressing calamities, destructive mischiefs, and aggra- 
vated miseries; and that the darling object of our wishes 
is an_ Independent Republic." In supporting this, it will 
be necessary to prove that the Congress, which spoke the 
sentiments of all those whose conduct Phileiren? con- 
demns, and whose measures every Colony in America has 
adopted, mistook its own. intentions, when it absolutely de- 
nied the charge in the strongest terms, and defied its most 
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inveterate eijemi.es to make good the charge. It will also 
be proper to.make out to the satisfaction of impartial peo- 
ple, that our contending for British Liberty will be the 
sure "means^of being deprived of it, if we should prove 
successful. 

4. ir That our expectations of accomplishing our under- 
taking, are mad, and must at once appear groundless, when 
we tonsLdeLthaohe Throne was never more secure in the 
hearts of a free and happy people ; the Nation never more 
powerful jnits resources, nor more respected abroad ; nor 
Administration more firmly established injtbe esteem and 
approbatioirof.a great majority of the people, than at this 
day," _. 

That these.assertions may not meet, with unexpected 
difficulties in; the proof, it will not be amiss to lay before 
you the present situation of Great Britain, that, having 
this in view, the demonstration may be suited accordingly. 
Her credit depending on her Trade, and a principal part of 
.thaL.cut.off by our Non-Importation Agreement. Ireland, 
though in slavery, poverty, distress, and unarmed, hitherto 
r _sCircelyTestr_ained within bounds by the dread of a military 
force, buLnow reduced to that last stage of oppression which 
makes a wile mffiv mad. Scotland, filled with resentment 
for the injuries offered her by the English. The English 
full of hatred and indignation against the Scotch, for the 
undue preference, showed to them by the Court. The Cap- 
ital of the Kingdom exerting its utmost influence against the 
present AdmjnisLratjpn ; and in all probability she will find her 
measures: supported by the united efforts of all the Trading 
Cities and Manufacturing Towns in the Kingdom. A gene- 
ral discQnteQt Lhrpugh that Nation, on account of the Act of 
Parliamenrwhich establishes the Roman Catholick Religion 
in Cmada.- -France professing the most pacifick disposition, 
but continually augmenting her Sea and Land Forces. Spain 
arming as fast as possible, and insulting her in almost every 
quarter of _the globe — she bearing these insults with the 
tamest jfubmjssjon, and unable, in the space of twelve 
years, Krprevail upon her to pay the Manilla.. Ransom. 
Portugal, though under her protection, insulting her Mer- 
chants and restricting her Trade. It is too degrading to 
menticitijh^ r Dey of Algiers. Her Army and Navy not 
fifty thousand strong, yet the annual expense of the Na- 
tion near Ten Millions Sterling. This sum raised with dif- 
ficulty when ..she__enjoyed all our Customs and Duties, 
These being-stopped, there will be a failure of .One Mil-, 
liqijjat Jeast, which must be raised by additional Taxes laid 
on those-whoj.xe scarcely able to bear their present load. 
A„debLof Xorty Millions due to the Hollanders, who are 
a very jealous people, and who know that the security of 
their muneydepends entirely on the Trade of the Nation, 
which must .suffer a most dreadful shock, from our Non-. 
ImportaTionrAgreement, Should they become fearful, and 
begin tec draw their money out of the publick funds, all 
the circulating cash in the Kingdom would not: more than 
pay the half of it- TbeEraperour of. Germany at the head 
of two" hundred thousand, and the King of Prussia at the 
head of three, hundred thousand well disciplined Troops, 
overawing all her Continental allies, and in a capacity to 
take possession of her German Dominions whenever they 
please. ._ Russia aiming at Commerce, and becoming a ri- 
val maritirni Power. ^America determined to resist every 
further attempt which she shall make to enslave her, by 
force, alrd . accessible only by her capital Cities, and those 
protectee! by a debt of about Six Millions Sterling, every 
Shilling of which must be totally lost, if our Cities; are in- 
jured ;. .besides, if matters should become more critical, 
these wih bjs principally inhabited by the tools of the Min- 
istry, for all such will be obliged to fly to them for safety, 
asis evident fromjhe present state of Boston; which will 
be a veTy^considerable additional security" to our Cities. 
Able and judicious Statesmen in England, though uncon- 
nected with America, giving their opinion in favour of our 
conduct, and openly declaring the inability of the Nation 
to subjugate the Colonies_by force. These are some of the 
facts, against which others of superiour force, certainty, and 
weight, must be produced, or it will be in vain to attempt 
to prove that the Nation was never more powerful in re- 
sources. 

I am under the necessity of passing by, for the present, 
a 'multitude, of assertions equally in need of facts to sup- 
port them ; but as there is one or two of a curious and ex- 



traordinary nature, and which I Jong to see demonstrated, 
I must crave the indulgence of. the publick a few moments, 
longer. 

...It is asserted" that thejpeople in America ._can_hayejio 
idea of the various manoeuvres, evolutions, marchings, 
countermarchings, advancing, retreating, breaking, rallying, 
&c, which are practised in the Army, and, therefore, they 
will, be astonished, confounded, and put to flight by attacks 
from every quarter." Now, a demonstration of this asser- 
tion must be a great curiosity,_and._will please many. But 
as one circumstance .seems to_make against it, I would be 
glad not to have it forgotten, vi?: that though vve~rnay have 
little idea of their rallying, yet we must be allo wed to have 
some confused notions of their breaking and running, espe- 
cially such of us as can remember tbjy^when_tbey were 
broke, within about forty miles of Fort Pitt, by a handful 
of Canadians and bush-fighting Indians, they never stop- 
ped flying until they arrived &l_PMqdelphia. Impar- 
tiality, however, obliges me to mention one circumstance, 
which is rather in favour of some part of the assertion, viz: 
that the Americans, have jnpJLa. true^jdea of breaking^ and 
running, though it at the samejime jhpws^fjigtjhey know 
hpvy to rally ; what I allude, to is_jthe.be_hayi our o f abop 
three hundred Virginians, who, on that occasion, volun- 
tarily formed, and covered the retreat of the fiving Regu- 
lars. Ticonderoga has also, furnished. some of us with 
similar ideas.. It is also ;,. asserted, " that at one time we 
will, seem to have only a handful of Troops to encounter, 
and the next minute they will appearlalmost i nnume rable, 
merely from their dexterous .movements, and the different 
situations, in which, they will be placed ; and that, should 
we be able to perfect QursM.yes.in tli.il_pai r t oTthe discipline, 
(which we.never can, as we are incapable of forming the 
least idea of it,) our skill will rebound with tenfold destruc- 
tion upon our own heads, for by far the greatest part, when 
matters shall be, brought to such.. extremities, will declare 
on the loyal side, and extricate th^rjiielvesj.from^jhe guilt 
of rebellion by the mo.st vigorous ef&tsImZsuppress it." 

I think it will be quite as hard .to prove these assertions 
as to square the circle. It will require both fl uxio ns, and 
an infinite series to dp it v To make^an^ handfd^^f^men 
appear almost innumerable, to a~people who know that 
every addition to that handful myst^fct cross_the i great 
Atlanticjc, exceeds the power of. rnagick. And I should 
not like to see it proved, lest it might lessen the merits of ■ 
a General, "who, although respectgcT ancT am iable fo r his 
social virtues, for his prudence, Burrjjmty, long-suffering, 
and clemency, of .which ..we., all cannot, _but be sensible, 
is nevertheless universally allowed to be a brave soldier, 
cool, intrepid, watchful, and resolute, and perfectly ac- 
quainted with the military art." Now if this be.his~cliarac- 
ter, how can. he be excused fornpt pulling these manoeuvres 
in practice, instead of sending for more Troops? Canit 
be imagined that the freemen. oOhe__Prp_vi hce^of [Majsa- 
chuseUs-Bay are so determingd as .tcrrefiise _submissio.n, if 

they saw an innumerable, host xrf.Juch_jTOll_disc i iplined 

Troops ready to fall upon them? They must be heroes 
indeed, or at least resolved to lose life, and liberty "together 
if they are, ..__., 

I will take no advantage of his glaring contradictions 
in one paragraph, representing us jiS-ih.e mpslL .resolute" 
and desperate of men, wbo .have no. regard for our lives, 
and that we are. willing to sacrifice: ..allj.ha.tjs i dear J_o__us to 
obtain our beloved point ; and in the, next as suTes~us ~that 
we will by and by be so terrified at the name of Rebel lion, 
that we will murder one ariMheOd"pr5ve ~out loyalty... I 
wil] not require the facts which can prove these inconsist- 
encies. I am notjncli.n;eUlQ.raise.a^ujpicioff of the abili- 
ties or courage of the British Troopsr There are Tnany 
circumstances which present t hemsel ves _at..Jh|s .day, to 
show they have a tincture of the. tr^e British ^ spirit still 
remaining, though the. laws and regulations to which they 
are subject are of the most .slavish", i arDifrary, and despotick 
kind. It is. hard to divest a.real. Englishman of his love 
of liberty, or admiration of those.whqjje. wijling to risk 
their all in defence of it. ..... There^may be some mongrels 

among them, as well as among ourselves; yet the reluc- 
tance of the Officers to the. service, and the desertion, of 
the Soldiers, prove that they are not. divested. of feeling, 
and far from becoming Ministeri_aLbuJc_hers._ , If things 
should come to extremities it is riot to be doubted but 
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they will discover further signs of a true English spirit. 
However, should they prove as loyal as Phileirene wishes 
them to be, twenty riflemen will, I doubt not, prove - a 
match for any ten of them ; and if we reason from former 
experience, Braddock and Howe have left us a proportion 
still more favourable. As to the common Soldiers, _they 
have no great inducement to make them fight. If they 
will fight for pay, I think we could increase their wages,. 
At any rate, a groat a day to feed upon, half an Iroar's 
exercise in the week, and ten years' loitering in crowded 
barracks, can give them but an indifferent title to_ the 

"character of true British veterans; ■■;-; ~ 

That our skill in the military art, could we but attain it, 
w'ould rebound with ten-fold destruction fori our own heads, 
is rather hard. For shall" we" take that immense pains 

"which it will cost an American to acquire it, and which 
alone can put us orTan equal footing with these veterans, 
and then turn it against ourselves ? This would t>e an in- 
fatuation which Phileirene and all his fellow-blusterers have 
norteen _able_ to accomplish, and, I ! fear, never will, not- 
withstanding the facts which can demonstrate its truth. 
..._ I once .thought of touching "on" the doctrine of Rebellion and 
our duty to God; but as the facts necessary to demonstrate 
.his .assertions on this head might border on impiety, and the 
attempt itself would be blasphemous, 1 would not have it 
entered on; for if one man sin against another, the Judge 
may plead for him ; but if a man sin against God, who 
shall entreat for hirft? "Yet the matter may be settled in 
few words. God is certainly on the side of justice and the 
oppressed, and the Devil on the side of injustice and op- 
pression. They may be considered as the leaders in this 

.cause, and every man as actuated by the spirit of his leader. 
I will leave it to Phileirme and the world to determine 
which spirit he and [Ms party are inspired with. 

To the Friend to. the Constitution : 

Sir: As you may be acquainted with facts which have 
escaped the notice of all beside yourself; as you may be 
able to defend your cause by arguments, which, though 
hitherto concealed, will strike conviction into the hearts of 
the most stupid, insensible, and obstinate bigots ; and as 
your proofs may be derived from sources hitherto unex- 
plored by any other ; I call, upon you to exercise those 
political talents and abilities which, doubtless, you are 
possessed of, in demonstrating the truth of the foregoing 
assertions of Mr. Phileirene. Should the task prove hard 
pr laborious, you must comfort. yourself with this reflec- 
tion, that it "is the - :only means whereby you can prove 
yourself possessed of. jliat candour and honesty, which is 
so rare amongst your-party. If, in the course of your de- 
monstration, this one point should fall in our favour/ viz 5 : 
Thatthe presenfis a struggle of might against right, and 
" that right is on our side," we have, little to fear, even should 
every other assertion of Phileirene prove true. For when 
was arbitrary power successful in Great Britain ? Not in 
the days i"of Charles the "First, nor yet at the Revolution." 
William the Bastard 'is the principal instance of the kind 
Tnow recollect. If we be permitted, then, to draw any 
Conclusions from former experienee i while we have a legiti- 
mate King on the Throne we have little to fear. Had 
arbitrary power succeeded in the days of Charles the First, 
or James the Second, we should at present be in the same 
state or a worse than the people o( France. Now would 
you, Sir, or Phileirene, or any of your party, rather find 
youfsllyes in this state and condition, than that your fore- 
fathers had! pursued the measures they then adopted ? 
According as you answer this question, we shall be con- 
demned or justified, even should we be forced to draw the 
sword. A Loverof English Liberty, 



Tothe Author of a Pamphlet, entitled" A Candid Exam- 
ination of the Mutual Claims of Great Britain 1 and 
her Colonies, Sfc." 

: " Philadelphia, March 8, 1775. 

- Sir : When your pamphlet was first put into my hands, 
I accidentally opened. it at the last page but one, and was 
pleased to see the following 1 words : "Thus I have" my 
dear countrymen, with the utmost candour and freedom, 
and. the most benevolent regard Tor your true interest and 
happiness, laid before you the Constitutional extent of Par- 



liamentary jurisdiction, and deduced your rights from the 
most solid foundation, and explained your duties." Pleased 
with this declaration, I eagerly began a careful perusal of 
the pamphlet; but what was my surprise to find that in- 
stead of deducing the rights of America from a "most 
solid foundation," you have laboured to show that America 
has no rights at all ; and that we are the most abject slaves 
on. earth, This set me upon an examination of the prin- 
ciples on which you have grounded your arguments; and 
from this examination it.: evidently appeared that you have 
ignorantly misunderstood or wilfully misapplied_them._ 

The first principle which you lay down, and which, in- 
deed, is the groundwork of your whole performance, is 
this : " There must be in every State a supreme Legisla- 
tive power of the Colonies, and that the Colonists. are, 
therefore, subject to its laws." 

It may be proper before we. proceed, to observe, that 
though there is no -difficulty in laying down general princi- 
ples_on the nature of. Government, yet it requires judg- 
ment and understanding to make a proper application of 
them. If it shall appear that your several quotations_are 
totally inapplicable to the situation of the Colonies, with 
"respect to their connection with Great Britain, your Argu- 
ments must, fall, of course) to the ground. And.Lappre- 
hend I shall not only be able to make this appear/ but 
clearly to show, as I said before, that you either did not 
understand the authors quoted, or that you have wilfully 
misapplied them. ... . . : "" •" " : " 

Whoever has read, and is conversant with tie authors on 
Government, will agree that whenever the above principle 
is laid down, it amounts in substance to this, and tjiislohly, 
viz : Wherever men have, from a state of nature, entered 
intp a state of society, there must be somewhere^ power 
lodged to make laws obligatory on all thejnembers of that 
society.: This power of making laws, howevermodified, 
is called the Legislative power ;_and_any one will readily 
assent to the necessity there is, that this Legislative- power 
should be supreme over the members ; for if, after the Le- 
gislative power has ordained any thing to be done, the 
members should afterwards be left to their ovv n choice to 
adopt or reject 'it, it follows cleail) theie must be an end of 
Government, Now .let us considei whether thjs principle 
is not fully satisfied in the several Government- of Ameri- 
ca, without having" recourse for an application of it to the 
Parliament of Great Britain. I will undeitake to show 
that the principle is applicable to our several Governments, 
and to them only ; and this I shall do from \ our own quo- 
tations. _ 

Mr. Locke tells us that " The fiist fundamental positive 
"law of all Commonwealths is the establishing the Legis- 
lative power; this Legislative is not onlv the supicmc 
power of the Commonwealth, but is sacred and unalteiable 
in the .hands .where the community have placed it. - ' It can- 
not be denied. It is as, well establishcd.as, the Legislatuie 
of Greqt Britain; its poweis within the" bounds of the 
Province are as supreme and unlimited as the power of the 
Legislature of Great Britain. Here, then, the principle 
applies - ;— as there is a Legislative power in the Province 
■of Pennsylvania, that power is, from the_nature of all Go- 
vernments, supreme, and all the inhabifantsVf the Province 
must be obedient, to its laws. But to_ proceed: "There 
-can.be but. one. supreme power, which is the Legislative; 
to which all the re?t are, and must be bdppuhnate." __Tlns 
principle is certainly right ; but let us see how judiciously 
it is applied. Certainly in the Piovince of Pennsylvania 
there neither is nor can be more than one supreme power, 
vrz : the Legislature of the Proi ince. To them the seve- 
ral Corporations, and other inferiour jurisdictions must sub- ■ 
mit. But observe how completely wretched you aim to. 
make the Americans. You quote _Lockc_io provezthat 
there can be but ope supreme power, which is tjbe Legis- 
lature; if so, and if the Parliament, as you ray, ]§; the" Le- 
gislature of the Colonies, it follows that, we have^huberto 
been deceived, and that there is npsjichjliing as7a Colony 
-Legislature in existence. But, Sir, this supreme power, 
the community of Pennsylvania have ^ undeniably vested in 
the Assembly and Governour, suiject to our Sovereign's 
negative ; and, of course, the Legislature orGreat Britain 
is ;not the Legislature of P ennsylvania; for it would- pe ■ 
" irregular and monstrous" to suppose us subject td-two 
Legislatures. But this will not satisfy you. Ypuwiltiiave 
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it, that we shall be subject, not according to Mr, Locke, 
to "one" but to two supreme Legislative powers. Your 
quotation from Acherley is more pointed : " The supreme 
power in every Government and Nation is the Legislative 
power of making and altering those laws of it by which 
every man is to be bound, and to which he is to yield obe- 
dience. 1 ' Is not every man in Pennsylvania^ bound by, 
aqd. is he not to yield obedience to such laws as the Legis- 
lature of the Province shall enact ? Every man will an- 
swer affirmatively ; if so, is not this Legislative power of 
Pennsylvania, according to the express words of the above 
quotations, the supreme power in this Government? Can 
we then be subject to two supreme Legislative powers ? 
BuF let us see whether you will not yourself prove sufficient 
for my argument. Page 43 you say, " Each Colony in 
the present Constitution, is capable, by its own internal 
Legislature, to regulate its own police within its particular 
circleof territory ; but here it is confined : thus far, and 
no further can its authority extend." This, I hope, is suf- 
ficient to show that, each Legislature is supreme within its 
ow_n_circle ; and that this is all that is required to satisfy 
the principle on which you have benevolently endeavoured 
to build your system of tyranny. 

You proceed next to. a perplexed, inaccurate, and de- 
fective delineation of the English Constitution, and. of the 
different capacities of the King, in order to point out the 
absurdity (as you call it) of the Colonies in acknowledging 
allegiance to the King, and denying obedience to the laws 
of Parliament. In this, also, 1 apprehend, you are equally 
wrorig. Let us attend to your argument. "To the King, 
in his representative capacity, and as supreme executor 
of the laws, made by a joint power of him and others, the 
oaths of allegiance are taken ; and by him, that obedi- 
ence in the subjects to the laws, which entitle them to pro- 
tection in their persons_ and properties, is received. Is it 
t hen to him, as representative of the State, and executor 
of its laws, that the Americans profess their allegiance ? 
T his ca nnot be ; because it Would be owing an obedience to 
the laws of the State which he represents. It would be 
easy to prove that your idea of allegiance is totally defec- 
tive; but as I intend only to expose the fallacy of your 
arguments, without advancing any plan of my own, it will 
perhaps be more - satisfactory to refute you from your own 
words.. 

We Americans can, then, it seems, owe no allegiance to 
the King without involving in it a submission to the laws 
of the supreme Legislature of Great Britain, of which he 
is TCpTesenfanve; Strange, indeed, that even our allegiance 
shall be drawn in as an argument in favour of Parliamen- 
tary power ! But, Sir, let me, as a Pennsylvanian, address 
you_Md_examrae your. argument. "-The allegiance I owe 
to. the. King is due to him in his representative capacity, 
asjupreme^execulor of the laws made by a joint power of 
himand others." Agreed, Sir, for argument's sake; but 
is iioTthe King vested with the Executive power of this 

Government ? Ts„he_not the representative of our whole 

State, to see that our laws are duly carried into execution ? 
And is not (on your principles) an oath of allegiance by a 
Pennsylvanian to the. King, made to. him as supreme exe- 
cutor of the laws of Pennsylvania ? And if, Sir, an oath 
of allegiance, taken by a subject in England to tije King, 
isTo.him as representative of the supreme Legislature of 
Grea^Britain^l ask, where is the absurdity of supposing 
an oath of allegiance taken by a Pennsylvanian, to be 
takeruby him to the King, as the representative of the 
Legislative power of Pennsylvania, which is the supreme 
pcfwer of the. Government in which he lives? There can 
be none. But further, Sir ; does not every American ac- 
knowledge that he is bound by the common law of Eng- 
land, and such statutes as were made before the settlement 
of the Colonies, and which are applicable to our situation ? 
Is not the King supreme executor of these laws ? And 
where is the impropriety of supposing the oath of allegiance 
to. relate to him as supreme executor of these laws, which 
we: acjcnowledge do bind us, and at the same time reject- 
ing the absurd and dangerous idea of its including an obli- 
gation to be bound by every law that the British Parlia- 
jne.njjias, or may make ? 

I have sufficiently destroyed, I trust, the two main pillars 
of your system. But not content with endeavouring to 
pr dve~th e Americans_siib]eQl to the uncontrolled power of 



the British Parliament, you are for reducing the Legisla- 
tures of the several Colonies to the degrading situation of 
mere corporations. "The original intent of the preroga- 
tive, under which the inhabitants of particular districts of 
territory have been incorporated into bodies politick, was 
tcTenable the representative of the State to form inferiour 
communities, with municipal rights and privileges ; this pre- 
rogative is very ancient; William the Conqueror granted 
to London two Charters," &c. __ 

If we Bxamine into the nature of corporati ons erected 
by the prerogative, we' shall find you are still unhappyTn 
the application of your principles. That the King, by his 
prerogative, may erect the inhabitants of particular districts 
into inferiour communities, with "municipal rights and pri- 
vileges," is readily granted. But it requires more than 
this to show that the Colonies are mere C orporations . 
After granting all you call for, your conclusions do not fol; 
low; for though, as you say, the King may incorporate^ 
inferiour communities with municipal rights, yet it docs not 
follow that the King can grant. to mere^orporaTIons yiift 
Legislative power. Let any one. consider wbatjs Hi.e_orj- 
ject of corporations, and the purpose Tor which they are 
granted, and the comparison must vanish, TJut, Sir, is not 
the King visiter of all coTponuloniT? TAnd ! has noL the 
Court of King's Bench a power to inquire into, and cor- 
rect all the irregularities that have arisenTn any of them ? 
And is this, Sir, one qf .the " solid foundationi'' Trpjn jvhigh 
you have deduced the rights of Americans.T__ Certain!)' 
you will have the thanks of the BritishMmistty for going 
further than even they have dared, They contend only 
that we are subject to the power of Parliarneiitj __You, Sir, 
go further, and meritoriously "endeavour to prove That we 
not only are subject to Parliament, "but to the Court of 
King's Bench, where that friend to liberty, Lord Mansfield, 
now presides. :.__._...__ 

Let us next examine your fa vouriXe position, that the 
rights of the Commons to a shayp in legislation isjjerjy.ed 
from, and represent the lands within IheTiealm. Having, 
as you think, fully shown this, youjjroceed (no doubt, 
with " ineffable pleasure") to show that, by necessary con- 
sequence, the Americans have lost, not the .right, but the 
exercise of the right of being represented Tn the British 
Parliament, though they still contmue_subject to all Its 
laws. What does this amount to ?.. Why, you have a right, 
but it is impossible yourcan^feriveltiy advantage from it. 
You have, a right, but It is impossible i you^cah r exercise "It. 
Want of right and want of remedy, Is said, in law, to be the 
same. What an insult to an oppressed people, to tell 
them they have a right, but that JtJf JnipossibleZthey can 
either exercise it, or derive any advantage from it. TJut 
let its next examine your position, ancf see IfTt Is well 
founded. I apprehend it is not, ana" that your idea of 
representation is partial and hyadeguateT That tne landed 
interest is represented In part, Is granted^ ancT you might 
have saved yourself the trouble of several tedious pages to 
prove what every man would immediately assent to. But 
is the landed the only interest that is represented ? Or, 
does representation arise from landTmTy? T answer Both 
in the negative ; and thus Ip rove ft: T he C ommons is. the ." 
Democratick part of the English Constitution. In small 
Democracies, the people should, and in many (in Greece) 
they did exercise the Legislative pweFur thei r agg regate 
capacity. In so large a State as England^such a tumul- 
tuous meeting would be attended with danger andTnconve- 
niences ; and, therefore, it is provided by iheLZngffsh Con- 
stitution, that the people shall exercise this power_by their 
Representatives, which it would be Inconvenient s hould 
be done in their collective capacity. This, "Sir, Is the 
principle of representation, and by which every man of. 
property in England has a voice in ParJiajnejit, Tt is 
upon this principle that the landed interest Is represented 
by their Knights of the Shire. This, Sir, Is not the origin, 
but the consequence of representatf^ " fr Aranot jig. Citi- 
zens and Burgesses chosen by the Mercantile or Trading 
interest of the Nation ? Has not every man who is free of 
a Borough a vote, and consequently, is lie not represent- 
ed in Parliament, although he has not a foot of land^ 
In short, the whole of representation, according to the 
English Constitution, is (his: in all fi eefjg vern nients _jt 
branch of the Legislaiive power shouIcLxeside i . in the. 
people. In so large a Government as England, this is not 
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practicable to be exercised in their collective capacities ; 
from hence arose the necessity of representation, upon the 
genuine principles of which, every member of the commu- 
nity should have a voice. In forming this representation, 
care was "Taken i "of the landed interest, and Knights of the 
Shire were elected by proprietors of land to represent it. 
But this alone would have been a partial, inadequate repre- 
sentation ; care was also taken to have the trading interest 
represented, that so not the landed interest only, but the 
whole body of the people should be represented by the 
House of Commons: in choosing whom, says a learned 
Judge, there is scarce a free agent in England who has 
rorajTOtqr^TMs subject might be continued further if 
necessary rbut enough has been said to show your idea of 
representation to be erroneous. . 

According to you, Sir, we are bound by all laws made 
by the British Parliament. We have a right to be repre- 
sented there, but it is impossible we can enjoy that right. 
So that the " persons, lives, and estates of the subjects in 
America are at the disposal of an absolute power, without 
the least security for the enjoyment of their rights." This 
is ei dreadful situation ! And the very reading it isluffi- 
cje»i .t.o.fre.gze^the.. blood of any man that has a spark of 
liberty in him. How it has roused your passions ! How 
animated, is your observations on it ! You say, "most 
cerTattrirr1s,T.hat this is a situation which people accus-. 
toffled to liberty cannot sit easy under." Sit easy under 
slavery! It is a situation that all your sophistry, threats, 
qFthe arms of Britain will never make an American: sit 

under, at oZZ,,.. .... , ~~~ : :. 

But novy the xunain is drawn up — the plan of union 
gentlemen, which is to restore us to the enjoyment of our 
lost rights! Having shown, asyou think, that we have no 
rights at all, you very patriotically propose a plan, by which, 
.if the. British Administration pleases, we may be restored 
to some. But the very position tells us we are slaves. 
If our restoration to rights depends..; upon the pleasureattd 
will of the British Legislature, they arc our masters ; we 
rnust.4ub.mit to their pleasure. But send the author of the 
plan over as. a delegate to solicit your cause, "the ex- 
pense will be trifling ;" it is a task he would, no doubt, 
perform " with ineffable pleasure." 

Ypu.say, Sir, you have often conversed with the author 
of the plan, and well understand his principles. Pray, Sir, 
ask him whether he did not, in a Committee of Congress, 
deny7from the same learned quotations about landed pro- 
perty, the power of Parliament to bind the Colonies in 
aWy~~case. "" — : His conclusions from the same promises were, 
I .amjoid, very different from what you have drawn in this 
pamphlet. He insisted that.tlie right of English liberty 
is aright to participate in legislation ; that as the lands in 
America are not represented, Americans could not be re- 
presented, and not beingrepreMrited, they, of course, could 
notije bound ; from hence he. drew an inference of the ne- 
cessity of some plan of union". Did he not, Sir, on this 
principle, deny the power of Parliament even to regulate 
Trade? And did he not eyerrvoto against it in Con- 
gress ? 

Much has been said against the Congress for rejecting 
this plan. The matter, I am told, stands thus : When it 
was first introduced in Congress, most of the members 
hegid_.it with . borrour, its arridle, dangerous, whimsical, 
Ministerial plan. Some of the ^Pennsylvania Oracles," 
Friends, with whom infinite pains" had been taken before 
hau~d,~ moved to have itTQomn.it.te.d. This was rejected; 
then_a ._motion.was__nT.ade i that the plan might lie on the 
table, to be taken up at any future day. This was carried 
in the affirmative. When the minutes came to be revised, 
towards the end.of the sitting, the plan was omitted. Here 
the patriot "raged, and insisted on his right to have it on 
the minutes. ..The question was put, and a great majority 
thought the inserting .tin the Journal would be disgracing ; 
their records, and: accordingly rejected it.' Certainly in " 
such a society, every - question must, of course, be deter- 
mined by a majority. If, then, a majority were of opinion 
that the inserting it on their Journal would be disgraceful 
and injurious, they, unquestionably had a right to reject it. 
If his plan was defensible, why did he not enter into the 
argument with a gentleman from Virginia, who challenged 
binTio it, jind who. ^ajd he could prove it to be. big with 
deWuctFon^'*the~CoIo nies ? 'Tis true he did, when thus 



called upon, say that he would defend it, if the Congress 
would appoint a day for that purpose. But this, Sir, was 
when all was hurry, and the forms of business only delayed 
their breaking up. Besides, it was a little remarkable, 
that this " Oracle" was not ready to undertake the defence 
of a plan, when he had been for months haranguing and 
caballing about it. 

You have mentioned some of the objections that were 
hinted against the plan, for it is false to say that the merits 
of it were ever regularly debated in Congress, One of 
those objections is, that the members of the Grand Coun- 
cil woulcTbe corrupted, and betray the interest of the. 
Colonies. .To. this you answer, "that if American virtue 
way not firm enough to maintain liberty, it could, be sup- 
ported. by no wisdom or policy whatever. But supposing 
the people to be in so corrupt a state, yet as the election 
was tQ be triennial, they might change them every three, 
years, He. ; and besides, to avoid all risks of the Country, 
they might, by altering one word, as the plan, make the. 
election duannual or annual, which must certainly remove 
theobjection." No, Sir ! it will not do yet, not even with 
the alteration. For let us once suppose~this darling plan 
executed, an American Parliament met. Suppose when 
thus met, a motion is made, showing the inconyefirence~and 
difficulties of frequent elections, and proposing the making 
a law extending their political existence for seven years ; 
precedents may be pleaded for it. But, Sir, supposing this 
Parliament to be but annual, may they not in one year, 
onemonth, one day, nay, in one hour7pass aypte, which 
may 1 " forever annihilate the liberties "of all America ? But 
wilt yoTi not trust the virtue of Americans'! Sir,T entertain a 
high reverence for the virtue of myeduntrymen. But the 
trust is too sacred. Permit me to tell you, that neither 
" wisdom or policy" would dictate the leaving the liberties 
of a Country to the virtues of any men, however great or 
conspicuous: We know too well the.fai_]jbi..Ty oFTiuman 
nature, and both " wisdom and policy" teach us to sup- 
port oar liberties with other prop? and pilTars. I did not 
intend to have touched on the merits of the plan, but when 
1 saw one. of the objections to It. so "mutilated, I thought 
proper to state the objections more fully and forcibly. The 
whole of the plan "is confused, impracticable, ana" danger- 
ous, as probably soon will be shown. ----- ;~r:: : " 

I Have reserved till now, purposely, my remarks on the 
gross abuse and ;calumpy thrown ourin your pamphlet 
against the Congress. How unfair, "how _ ungenerous, to 
take: detached parts of their proceedings, and/rom thence 
draw inferences as to their principles! How dare you, Sir, 
in the face of America, assert that tlieyTwye ^proposer! no 
planofaccommodation ? That every^age^Conveysr senti- 
ments of independence ? Have they "not Bxpre. sly said, 
(and i"s"it not the groundwork of their^vimfe proceedings,) 
place America in the situation she was in before 1763, and 
all our complaints will subside? Is .this not proposing a 
plan of accommodation? Yes, Sir, ahcTtlie only reasonable . 
constitutional plan that can be devised. Tear awaythat 
system of Revenue Laws, and their aftenclants, and peace 
will be restored. And is this, Sir, talking onndepeudence ? 
Consider the Statutes prior to 1763, tawhTch Americrx con- 
cedes obedience ; consider the ackhowledgetfprerogatives 
of the King of Great Britain, in all the Colonies ; the ap- 
peal to. ike King and Council from judicial determinations ; 
his negative to laws; and let any irri pWtiaFrnan say, whe- 
ther jhis is..a system of independence.^7Tbe7!labours~and 
virtue, of. the Congress in the cause of liberty, will, to latest 
ages, berevered and esteemed, while you and your attempts 
will only be remembered to show posterity^tFat even in 
these days of liberty, America had somcr degenerate sons- — 
a Jefferies and a Eilmer. _■_..- .;... ._,-.,;. 

But, good Sir, : be/pre we part, let me ask you how you ~ 
came to publish your friend to "the worlcTa^a man of no 
prin_Ji:ple or. virtue. I see he has signed the Association. 
I aril told he signed the Petition to the King. I find in 
the Association he; says, (for it is certainly the act of all 
who;, signed it,) "the present unhappy "situation of our 
affairs is; "otcasiOned by a ruinous system of Colony ad- 
ministration, adopted by the British Ministry about the 
year 1763, evidently calculated for enslaving those Colo- 
nies." And, Sir, I find further, that he did, for himself 
and those he "represented, .firmly" sgreeand associate, L un- 
der 'the sacrec. ties of virtue, honour," and love oFHis Cqac- 
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- try, to carry the Association into execution. Let us now 
v hear your account ofyour frierKFsTconduct. Deluded by 
hopes that his plan would be considered, he was led weak- 
ly to sign the Association. And your inference is plain, 
that he is released from the obligation, because he was 
disappointed in his expectation. What, Sir, would your 
friend bind not only himself but his constituents to the per- 
formance of an agreement which must, in his opinion, lead 
to their destruction ?_ _ Does his notions of the " sacred ties 
of honour, virtue, and love of his - Country," sit so easy on 
Mm, that he can enter into them to carry a favourite politi- 
-=■' cal point, and shake them off at pleasure, when his views 
s are disappointed ? One of the Pennsylvania Delegates, 
i^ho dissented on the Association, and could not agree to 
; carryiffKT ^x ecuTion, "staid away and declined signing it. 
I have now done with you. My view in writing these 
hasty remarks was not merely to defend the Congress, but 
t6*~femdve~ariy bad impressions from your ill-grounded, 
base, and illiberal attack on them. To the impartial pub- 
. lick I submit how far I have succeeded. 



Said Coulson was then asked whether he would send 
back the said Vessel and Stores to Bristol, if it should be. 
the opinion of the said Congress that he ought so to do. 
He answered that he would, if they would put him in a 
way to get his said new Ship home ; but that otherwise he 
could not do it. '";.'"; 

Captain (Joulson was likewise asked. whether the articles 
contained in the said manifest were all the vessel brought. 
He answered that there was nothing else on board said ves- 
sel ; that nothing had been taken out of her but a bed be- 
longing to one of the sailors, and that nothing should be 
taken out till he had the opinion of the Provincial Con- 
gress. 

Then adjourned to the Library Chamber, three o'clock, 

p. m, . . . ~~::/ ~: :::.::::: y :~t:* 



CUMBERLAND COUNTV (\1 VSS VCIIUSETTS) CONVENTION. 

At a Convention of Delegates from the several Towns 
in the County of Cumberland, held at the Court-House jn 
Falmouth, Wednesday, March 8, 1775, 
::~ : :~;~ t;;:;;; ;; Enoch Freeman, Chairman, 
■—■ Adjourned to the Assembly. Room, twelve o'clock. 
--—- Met at the Assembly Room, according to adjournment. 
~ The following new Members were admitted, viz : 
— From North Yarmouth— The Hon. Jeremiah Pow- 
ell, Esquire, .and Jonas Mason, Esquire. .;. 
; ^ From New Glocester— ^Mr. Abel. Davis and. Mr. 
Moses Merril. 
.=-. Resolved, That this Convention do earnestly recom- 
"mend to the several Towns in this County strictly To" ob- 
serve the Resolutions of the Provincial Congress with 
.. .respect to paying their. Province Taxes, to Henry Gard- 
ner, Esquire, of Stow-; and considering the alarming situa- 
tion which, this Province is now unhappily brought into, it 
is further fecojpitiended that they comply with this Resolve 
.Is sOoOFprossible. 
=^ Then adjourned, to Thursday morning, nine o'clock. 



" 1T ^' ^--"7=^ -~"- " "Thursday, Maicli 9, 177o. 

"T Met, accordinglo adjournment. 

: r? Whereas, for the information of the inhabitants. of the 

" remote Tgwns_o_r this County, several of the Members 
thereof areTdesirpus of knowing the circumstances that 

: attend thernppxjrtaJjpnofcertain Goods which have armed 
in the harbour of Falmouth, from Bristol, since the first of 
Tehraary last, 

".:: Voted. That Mr. Parsons, Clerk of the Committee of 
Inspection for said Falmouth, be desired to attend on this 

> Convention, with the proceedings of said Committee" re- 
specting said Goods. 

-r~ Mr. Parsons accordingly attended with said proceed- 
ings, which being read. 

- Voted, That Captain Thomas Coulson, the Importer 
of said" Goods, be desired to attend on this Convention. 

,, w Voted, That a Committee of three persons wait on 
Captain Couhon, to desire his attendance. 
- ; :; Voted, That Mr. hley, Col. Mitch.il, and Col. lliomp- 
-smi, be of this Committee. 

■'- , Captain Couhon accordingly attended, and being asked 
for a manifest _of the .cargo brought for him by a vessel which 
lately arrived fiom Bristol, he presented to this Conren- 
TiorTa manifest of two hogsheads of Lines and sundry Rig- 
ging, Sails, and Stores for a new Ship lately built by him 
in this place, which he said was the original and only ac- 
count He had received of said cargo. Being then interro- 
gated whether he intended to send the same back to Bris- 
tol, agreeable to the opinion of the Committee of Inspec- 
tion for the Town of Falmouth, he answered, that he would 
rsend_h"ack the vessel with the two hogsheads of Lines, 
(when. the \esse_l was repaired,) but that he could not send 
back the Rigging, Sails, and Stores, as lie wanted them for 
. hjsjjew Ship, which, he said, he could not send home 
without, but that he was willing to let the vessel lay in the 
habqjir yvith the said Rigging, Sails, and Stores on board, 
until, the sitting of the Provincial Congress. 



Threeo'cIoc.Ey PT5T. 
Met, according to adjournment. 

"After a full consideration of the foregoing matter respect- 
ing Captain Coulson, it appears to this Convention that 
the importation of the aforegoing RiggingTSails, and Stores, 
is" a violation of the Continental Association. And whereas 
the said Committee of Inspection have given it as their 
opinion, that the same ought forthwith, to he sent back, 
without breaking any of the packages thereof ; therefore, 

Voted, (by a majority of twenty-three to three,) That 
this Convention do highly approve of the proceedings of 
said Committee, and we do earnestly Request that said 
Committee Would pursue every measure recommended by 
the Association of.the Continental Congress for putting 
into:execution the several articjesJhereojTI 

Resolved, That it be .recommended, and it is hereby 
strongly recommended to the several Townsln this Coun- 
ty, that they immediately take effectuaTcare to provide 
themselves a stock of Ammunition,^double at least to that, 
required by the .Province Law, andjsuch a T quantity lof 
Provisions as rnay by them respectively be thought neces- 
sary for the exigencies, of the present season. And as itis 
of the utmost importance that husbandry should at this day 
be more . particularly : eneotrraged, 'it~is~earne sti3^ecom- 
mended that the. inhabitants i)T this County would exert 
themselves, asfar as possible, to promote the^i-aising sucl] 
necessaries of life as may be suitable to the qualities oT their 
respeetne lands. _ " ; :: - - " ■--• " — • 

Voted, That the several Members of this Convention 
be and hereby are desired to recommend t o the inhabitant s 
of their several Towns, strictly to adhere to .the Resolves 
of the Continental and Piovmcinl Congresses. And that . 
they use their hest endeavours io discourage riots, mob!,' 
and all tumultuous proceedings, and that they would en- 
deavour,~as much as in them lies, to promoie peace, order, 
and decorum, as essentially necessary for the safety of the 
people at this critical day. '. T ..,.. ..".'..__. 

Voted, That such of the proceedin*gi — oT this Conven- 
tion be published as the Falmouth Delegates shall think jit. 

Voted, That this Convention be dissolved. 

Samutx Freeman, Cleric. 



GEORGE MASON TO CEORCE WVMtlVGTON'.™*™!' 

Gunston-II.ill, (Virgmi.i,) March 9, 1775. 

Dj: vr Sru : I have at last finished the PotomackTRlvei: 
Bill, which I now send you, together wilh some very long 
remarks thereon, and a letter to Mr. Johnston, into which 
you will be pleased to put a wafer, when you forward the 
other papers to him. 1 also return the Acts of Assembly, 
and Mr. Johnstons notes which you sent me. This affair 
has taken me five times as long as I expected ; and ITo 
assure you I never engaged in any thing which puzzled 
me more — there were such a number of contingenciesvio 
provide for, and drawing up laws, a thing so much out of 
my way. I shall be well pleased if the pains I have bestow- 
ed upon the subject prove of any service to so great an un- 
dertaking. But by what I can understand, there jviirbejsp 
strong an opposition from Baltimore and the head of the 
Bay, as will go near to prevent its passage through the 
Maryland Assembly in any shape it can" he offered. 

I suppose you have heard of the late purchase made by 
some North- Carolina gentlemen fiom the Cherokee In- 
dians, of all the country between the C ' reut~Kanawha afTd 
the Tennessee Rivers. I think, considering this T^olony 
has just expended about One Hundred Thousand Pounds. 
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upon the defence of that country, that this is a pretty hold 
stroke, of the gentlemen. It is suspected some of our Vir- 
ginia gentlemen are privately concerned in it. 
"I have always expected that the new-fangled doctrine 
lately broached, of the Crown having no title beyond the 
Alleghany Mountains ~ "until after the purchase at Fort 
iStanwi z, would produce a thousand other absurdities and 

squa bbles. However, if I am not mistaken, the Crown, at 

tTiat~T reaty, purchased of the Six Nations all the Lands 
as low as the Tennessee River. So now, I suppose, we 
must, have a formal trial, whether the Six Nations or the 
Cherojcees had the legal right; but whether this is to be 
done by Ejectment, Writ of Inquiry, Writ of Partition, or 
What other process, jet those who invented this curious dis- 
tinction determine. The inattention of our Assembly to so 
grand an object as the right of this Colony to the Western 
Lands, is inexcusable, and the confusion it will introduce 
endless..,. __.... ._,._..... 

«IJVe_roftke but a, poor hand of collecting; very few pay, 
though every body promises, except Mr. Hartshorn, of 
^Alexandria, who flatly refused ; his conscience, I suppose, 
would not suffer him to be concerned in paying for the in- 
struments of death. _Your affectionate humble servant, 
" """ .'".""" ' G. Mason»_ 

— George Washington, Esquire. 



. ~ r T~r^ rT - ,~^--:-- ------- jj ostorij (M"onaay,)71Iafch~I3~T755.~'~ 

-—Last Thursday momingfthe 9thjnstant, a countryman 
was tarred and feathered, and carried through some of 
the streets _of_ this _ Town by a party of Soldiers, attended 
by some Officers. 

: -^- The following is the man's own "Deposition relative to 
that affair, sworn to before a Magistrate, upon which we 
shall make no remarks, but leave the publick to judge of 
the conduct of some of those who are said to have been 

."senTamong us to"-preser:ve peace and good order, and to 
prevent mobs, iumults7"and other unlawfuhassemblies. 
■ ,-:-■-■-: = r-_J)epo_sitiorLof Thomas Ditstjn. 

I, Thomas Ditson, Jun., oiBilhnca, husbandman, tes- 
tify and declare, that while walking m Fore-street, on the 
8th of March, in the forenoon, I inquired of some towns- 
men , who had any guns; to sell ? One, \vh_om_l_djd jiot 
know, replied he had. a very fine" gtra: to _§s\i. The man 
appeared to be a Soldier, and I went with him to a house 
where one was, whonrthe SoIdjetcalJed Sergeant, and see- 
ing soHT e^Ol d clo thes about the house, I asked whether they 
SoId_SL|cI^ tKlngs. The Sergeant replied that they did. Tre- 

' quemly. . I then ^askedhi s price for anildred coat, ript to 
pieces:" He asked^ThreeTShillings and Six Pence Sterling ; 
but I refused to giyejtZ_Then one Mc Cl enchy, the Soldier 
I met with at first in the street, said he h a d s ome old clothes 
to^sell, and sent hjsTvife out after thenuto a_ man_he called 
Sergeant, and she^soDh brought an T)Td jacket and an old 
coat.^Lthen^ asked "hTm if h e had any right to sell them, 
an d the SergeanCfaidjhat they freq^jentlyLsold them, and 
he w ould give me ajvriting if! desired jt ; but slid there 
was no occasion. Lthen bought the °aid coat and jacket, 
and gav e Tw o Pistareens, and then put the clothes in~"a~ 
bag, whicVl left behind 'Yftei w Inch I went to McClcn- 
chy's to see his gun, which nesaid was a vejy fine piece. 
Lasked hjm if heiiad any right to sellit.__He replied he 
had, fnd t hat th e guir was his to dispose. oLal any time. : I 
then a sked wheth er jhe^semf y "TvouH nortake" it from me 
at the^Ferry. as Iliad heard that ;some persons had had" 
thTeir^guns taken fjoiQhem, but nevjrjhought there" was" 
ggy law against (Hiding with: aisofdier. Hetfien toidine 
he Iiad stood serj Try7"and^ that jbey Jrequerttly let them 
pass". He then asked"" me/what (would givejbr the gun. 
I Jold him I woufo give FoujpMkrj,!? there w^s"no;xtsk 
nxcarryingi t over jlie; Ferry. He. said there was" not, |hd 
that Trnight relyjinJiiszworrL TThei "agree"rI"to give Four 
Dollars for his gun, but_ did jiol taje jlnpjjiay the money. 
Coming away, he followed me^ down stairs, andsaidlhere was 
a.Sergeant that had an old rusty pieijg jie H"ou[d setLcheap. 

. JL a ske d him his price". He sajd Tielwoald ietf iJloXQiie 
Dollar and a Half , if I would pay theimcLney down ; and 
he urged me to take it. I the = n = jgreedZlp gi^ve him_.said 
sum. 3His w ife, as he called her, then came down, jarrd 
Mid, McClenchy, what are you going to do to bring that 
nian_into a_scrape. I then tohTthem: that if there was any 



difficulty to give me my money again; but he refused, and 
replied his wife made an oration about nothing, and that 
he had a right to sell his gun to any body. I was afraid 
from her speaking, that there was something not right in 
it, and left the gun ; and coming away, he followed me, 
and urged the guns upon me. I told him I had rather not 
take them, for fear of what his wife said. He then de- 
clared there was no danger, for he had spoken to the Offi- 
cer or sentry, who said he had a right to dispose of them, 
and urged me to pay the Four Dollars I had offered for the 
gun ; which I then refused, and desired I might have the 
One and Half Dollar back which I had paid him for the 
gun. He refused, saying there was no danger, and damned 
me for a fool. I then paid him the Four Dollars for the 
good gun, but did not receive any one of them. After I 
had paid the money, he then said, take care of yourself; and _ 
the first thing I saw was some men "coin ing~up7 1 then - " 
stept off to go after my great coat, but they followed and 
seized me, and carried me to the Guaid-hpuse upon Fos- 
ter's Wharf. This was about six or seven o'clock in jthe 
evening. When.. I. came into the Guarcfliouse they read 
tne_a law which I never before saw rwrheard of. Jvyas 
detained there till about seven in the morning, when I ex- 
pected I should have been obliged to pay the Five Pounds 
mentioned in the law read to me, and hired a Regular to 
carry a letter to some friends oyer the JFerry, which was to 
desire them to come to me as quick as possible, with money 
to pay my fine. Soon after the Sergeant came in and or- 
dered me to strip. I then asked him what be was going 
to do with me. He said, damn you I am goings to serve 
you as you have served our men; then came in a Soldier 
with, a bucket of tar. and a pillow of feathers. I was then 
made to strip, which I did to my breeches ; they then tar-_ 
red and feathered me; and. while _they were doing it, an 
Officer who stood at the door said, tar and feather his 
breeches, which ihey accordingly did, and 1 was then tarred 
and feathered from head to foot, and had a paper read to 
me, which w^as then tied round_my neck, but afterwalrds - 
turned behind me, with the f ollow ing words wrote upon it, 
tqjtbe_best of mjr remembrance : " American ^Liberty, or 
Democracy exemplified in a villian who attempted to entice 
one_ofthe SoldiersorHis Majesty's Forty-Seventh Regiment 
to desert, and take up Arms with Rebels against his King 
and Country:" I was then ordered to walk out and get into 
a chair fastened u pon trucks, whichl_ did, when a num ber of 
the King's Soldiers, as 1 imagined about forty or fifty, arm- 
ed with guns, and fixed bayonets, surrounded the trucks, - 
and they marched, with a number of Officers before them, 
one.of whom I was told was the Colonel of theJForty-Sev-^ 
enth_Regiment, who I have since heard wasjiamed Nesbit, 
together with a number of-drums anjLfjfes, from the Wharf" 
up King-street, and jjown Fore-street, and then through 
the main- street passing the Go vernour's house, until they- 
came to Liberty-tree ; they then turned_up Frog-lane, and., 
made a^ halt, and a Sergeant, as I took him Jo be, said,,, 
get down. I then asked him which way I should go, and 
he_saTd, where you please. Near the Governour's house, 
jEeii^abltants pressed in upon the Soldiers ; the latter ap- ' 
peared tQ_mjyoie jngryyand I was then afraid they would 
haye_fired, they being ordered to load their muskets, which 
did. Thomas Ditson, Jun. 



Suffolk, Bobton'^ss., March 9, 1775: 



The above-named Thomas Ditson, Jun., personally ap- 

Eearhfg: maketh solemn oath to the truth of the foregoing 
iepositiqn by him subscribed. Before ^ 

■ -±^.t=z = ±z--=^:^t^ mu QJuincey, Justic e of the Peace. 



TO THE INHABITANTS "OF TUTT 

_ _ . .- NO. _V. 



"5IXS5ACHUSETTS-BAY. 



".'._~_L.Z."- "__~- _. .--l:'::'::i-'-"~iI!ri: Boston, Mar ch_9 L 1775, 
.My FBiENDS_AND_FELxqw-CiTi ZENSj_j n our last we 
showed jhat_Jhe. torrent of evidence, t he run of history, 
a sfriesof facts, the scheme: of^Br^M^ policy, the prin- 
ciples. of the English Constitution, and the prevailing sen- 
tiig|n|s i of our predecessors, and the English Nation, all 
united in support of ourelaim. Perhaps there is no one 
facJLIn III KistoHck" existence of a similarjjature, and jthe 
same^rftlquify, support^hy such a variety of arguments 
aad uniformity of _evidfff®r Wjs it,,,a Jnith, that by our 
Charter we 3vere:to be cpnsider.ed_as_adisjinjy State._uniting 
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^jnrTtler one common Sovereign with our Mother Country, 

. _.iwe_ Cpu|f not. have,. reasonably expected Fuller proof, at this 

TZflay, near a hundred and forty years since." Many truths 

more rfecent.h aye nothing but habit and usage to stand upon.. 

Evidence, like all other things, wastes by the current of 

• -time. K It is. diminished in passing from one generation to 

another, in the same proportion as it is removed from those 

--Jra.njactipns tJ which it is applicable.. _.Tha_ _y___,_is_cer- 

T'taln Ty in one age* (such is the constitution of human affairs 

li3S3Il|, present imperfect state) may become probability the 

--'^ "nJBp/and by a third, dwindle into a bare possibility. It is 

' CzfrnTfxtrp;, that where a proposition is attended with as much 

T^vTdence as the natur eTof the thing will admit, and could 

. .^-'jedsoflably be expected, upon supposition of its truth, there 

" -L'lfffie'mTrirf ou ght to yield its assent, and embrace the ppsi- 

. , "• ^y^s'on the one hand IFmust Be _cqnfej|e3 ther e" are"" in- 

I ^jVaTglFwhere the Natio rTTiafBTnosen tocbnsider us as suB- 

^TjecT to lieFsupreme authority, and our predecessors, from 

an uns uspecting confidence and veneration for their Mother 

^Country, (that authority not being the object immediately 

_:Jn view, or the question under consideration) have inadver- 

, j.7jy|ntry done, or omitted to do, that which may be construed 

^inf o a seemi ng: concession. And .what rights or privileges 

Zjifg Enj oyed by any~pedple" under Heaven, which have not 

been at one time or another invaded ? So, on the other 

-■- hand, there are instances where the Natio n has disclai med 

- this authority ; and our ancestors^ whenever it "has been 

;, .made a question directly, have declared themselves with 

inspirit, in the strongest terms agai_i___it.._. . Supposing, _ Uren, 

for the present, that nothing absolutely conclusive. could be 

"inferred, from the sense of the Nation, or the sentiments of 

_3__* s 7fredecessors, after the reception of the Charter, it 

.._ _wbtdd not materially affect the argument. For had there 

* been a perlect harmony of sentiment, and uniformity 

■_ -* ^bf p ractice, all conspiring to proclaim our union and con- 

■ "■__igqireht subjection, it would, indeed, have be_en circumstan- 

lial evidence of a previous connexion; but would not, of 

"Zlilllf, have united us or confirmed ourdependance, if we 

': we're Ti'o't united before. Such evidence, hou;ever cogent,- 

- " cah r neve"T in vali date t hat of. a . jhjgher nature ; nor is it ad- 

In the pre- 



„ niissibl e. where we have direct positive proof.. 
* jjent ca se we have the dee d of compact, the Charter-rights in 

■ " '3 o:urp/An hands, und er theJoTemnjtlesgf seals, and the estab- 
-,-, "lished formalities of law "; we can, therefore, judge for our- 
.'. ."/Selves, arid ou ght to do it from fhje::percepfions.oF our own 
/"t l_I__ds, and not up on the~authorify of others,:^ 7 !! ~___ . : VI 

^i Admitting, lor argument's sake, that it was the opinion 
: ; _T>f both p arties that this Colony was unkji.d.toJ;h.eJ5/j^A 
i Jblmpire in such a sense as to be"subject to her supreme 

■ "Xegis Tative authority, and that the subsequent line of con- 
3duct observed by both corresponded with such _an_appre- 

; hensi on, it on ly proves them guilty of a ..egregious mistake, 
. arisi ng from inattention to consequences, or a confusion of 

;t r*tdeas. '" 

nfc It is admitted by al l ; it is an indisputable truth, that our 

"predecessors came to America with the express ~and noto- 

;.. ~^otis desig n of enjoying, and in the_ first jrretance. ..acUially 

rtdjcljrecnor a free Gov ernment. It is equally true that 

ZThg British JM ation never " pretended, nor does she even now 

... ''preten'd, to any authority over us, which she. apprehends 

. "ifroon sistent with suc h a Government. _ This, wajj. .whatwa.s 

Tlieclared for at the first, and agreed to by all parties _as._a 

- leading and controlling principle throughout the whole 

transaction. This was the cardinal hinge on which all their 

-the broad and yeTrnarrent _Bas__ 

Every 



To a fair and impartial consideration/of the consistency 

-and possible co-operation of these two principles, let us 
nqw_affonLour clpse. attention. At first b!ush_J confess 

_tbey strike me as heterogeneous. Let us examine them, 
The very terms, Free Governments, plainly suppose that 

".: there _are. such sort of creatures in being as Governments 
that are not free, to which they are opposed. These" lare 
ordinarily called, in common parlance, as well as hrtechni- 

-caLIahguage of the law, absolute, arbitrary, tyrannick, des- 
potick, &c, and the subjects of them are, with equal pro- 

priety, said to be in a state of bondage, servitude, vassal- 

age, and slavery. — — T 

^Tyranny, despotism, and the like, are general abstract" 
terms, expressive of a certain relation subsisting Between 
different communities, or different parts of the same corri- 

--^iunityVsirriilar_to that subsisting between a master sroLhis 
se^vanj^ from which the ._term_ slavery, as applicable tp. 

"States, probably" took its~nse7" An individual, who has the 
absolute right to di_rec_the_co_duct. dispose of the property, 

_jand_cpjnmand the services of another, is, with propriety, 
called a master. The person who is under an .obligation 

_tp_pb_ey hjs commands and submit to hi s author ity, is, in 

..appellation: and reality, his servant. It is this right of com- 

~manding.TTmd obligation to obey, that constitutes Th e serv i- 
tude, and not the actual exercise oflt. He~is Y g ood mas= 

„tex_tJiat„does__npt use :_his_right, but still he is a master, and 
may become.a Jiard— : a ._rueJLorie, at pleasure. 

"~tA. connrnrmty so organized ..as tg.haye_pnej_upr^r.e"pow- 
er, may be resembled toa single perspnj which speaks and 
commands. by the voice of law. If this community has 
an absolute ! right to "direct the. conduct, dispose. pf_th_ 

„ proper tyfimd. command the. sexyice _pf _mp_L__State ; or, 
in other words, tomake laws binding upon it in all cases 

"whatsoever, it stands precisely in. the same relation to this 
State that a in asterstands in tpjiis_se_.yar_.; and, of conse- 
quence, it is iaajconditipn. of .complete servility, and the 
individuals composing it in. abject slavery. Tlie same holds 
with respect to different parts of the same _Staie___IO. 

~of no. importance as it regards the relation,. that tl)e_riglit. 
or authority is not exercised, or is ifsed withTenity. This, 

-Indeed, may determine the character pf.the_masleL,Stjyj3, 
in point of goodness, but the servile, relation still remains.. 
Soon may it exert_itself_jp_its utmo st latitu de, with un- 

bounded rigour and_abcu:rnujat.ed vengeance. Recent facts 
evince. the truth pfjthis observa tion. Look to ypirr Capi- 

tal, the head and Jieart of this Province. „Give.Ea;y to re- 
~ flectipn fpj^jn^ni®|^.J^ijere^ou may learn possible pro- 

jections Irom real executions, and argue coming cala miti es 
-from jhe poweT of affjictingi r: The questiorTfor us tb~d&- 

terniine, my countrymen, then is, whether wejvifO^slaves 

or freemen:; for I defy the veriest Tory of them all, the 

accutest jacobi.tejhal.e.yerliyepl, to difference our case from 

the above^ stated ones^ 

If our positions are then true, and our reasonlngs^xipTjri 
-them unsophisticated, the conclusion is irresistiblefnot only 



^Triovemetits were to "turn 
oti 'which their ci vil _superstructufe wa.s_.tp_ rise.. 
Jrarisaction, therefore, mutual or partial, ab horrent to th is 
principle, however clear and formaT7mustl)e ypuTa& initio, 
z= %s lounded in errour"^ — goins: upon a „niislakj^__suppositjon 
~"Qf its compatibility with our general position. ' Supposing, 
.Then, that our Charter proved, and it was clearly the sense 
'of tHe parties to it, that we were to be bound, by British 
.j awsinjdl cases whateve r ; if it can be. shown.. that._sucj. 
1a "n"agTee roerit was repugnant to their _firsi_.aniL.c_PJ_Moji 
principle, its oBTigation ceases, as founded on mistake, and . 
"void from the beginning. This general agreement that.jiur 
G overnment shoulcThe free, dispenses with, and voids tHe _ 
obligation of the particular one, that it __3.Qul_._be_ subject 
tp th e author ity of Parliament, if they"are~incompatibIe with 
eacrTptherT - 



tliaTwe ar.e_ex_mpied from the supreme, authority, of _th;g 
British PajJiamejitJbut also that.she is Iriconsistent with Hej_- 
self in claiming our subjection ; as she does not pretend, 
rin" profession at least, eveifnpw, when nothing but her own 
- power and wilLbpunds her pr.etensipns, to any authority in- 
consistent with civil liberty, or the rights of Englishmen; 
and yet assumes a power subyersrve~of their real e ssence , 
E. ; a_d_very shadows. _ Such js the conduct of tho se ywho sit 
at the helm, and by the._r_ei.ns of modern policy ha ye prac- 
tTsed t he Nation into present measures. _ .We.hopje if cpm- 
; _i_T.setvse,"politicaLdiscernm__nt, and public virlue, have 
forsaken the mansions of high life, they are still resilient 
. in_Lh__J _lan_d, and wilLsoflajrnite.superiour to opposi tion. 

Perhaps Tt will Be saiilas has been___ften_said with little 
tr uth and less knowledge, IT we were perfectly independent 
in the first formatipn.pf piir G;pyernrnent, we haveTe ndered 
purgalyes ; j|m__?____ependant_By our General Assemblies re- 
cognising the autiiprityof Parliament, and subrflittingfo 
IiexActs, in various, instances ; and by our receiving pro- 
tection. frorrrpHr.P_a_rent„State__ . To. which we answer, that 
it was not in the power of all the Assemblies, from their 
fir___comm_mc^^ present "3ay, to have effected 

!_i_s_nni_o_n:and cgQaeqiient_dependance_. 

The authority of General. Courts._dp_ npt_e_tendltp_the 
alteration, of the fur_j.ajgnenta.l_of Goveniments. much 1 ess 
tolheir subversion". Thiscaij beilone only by the express 
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voice of the whole people at large. The Governour, 
Council, and House of Representatives, which compose 
the Assembly, are creatures of, and derive all their power 
from a Constitution agreed upon and previously established, 
which has for its prinum mobile, groundwork and leading 
principle, Liberty, civil and religious. All transactions, 
therefore, growing out of such a Constitution, and founded 
upon it, as are the acts and doings of an Assembly, must 
breathe the spirit of freedom, and be governed by it, as 
by a pole-star in the political hemisphere. The election 
of Deputies, from time to time, is only a designation of 
persons, who are immediately vested with their authority 
by the foundation-principles of Government. Their power 
is only in a line of conduct chalked out by the Constitu- 
tion. In their deviations they act in their private capacity, 
and not as the substitutes of the people. Acting within 
their delegated sphere, their constituents are, in specula- 
tion, virtually present, acting themselves by the votes and 
suffrages of their Representatives. This is what gives 
universal obligation to their proceedings. But it would 
be absurd to suppose a privity between principals and sub- 
stitutes, respecting a matter for which the former were not 
represented. Hence the irresistible conclusion, that our 
Constitution has not been destroyed or altered by Provin- 
cial Assemblies. 

This is not only a truth in politicks, but also a certainty 
in metaphysicks. It is the first principles of Government 
that give_ political existence to substitutes, and support 
them in every instance of their publick conduct ; of conse- 
quence these principles must be pre-existent in point of 
time to every constitutional transaction of theirs. Repre- 
sentatives, then, to effect the ruin or subversion of the 
Constitution, must remainsuch by virtue of it, during the 
process, and until they complete its destruction ; and so it 
must survive its own dissolution, acting after it ceases to 
be. A n d further, if they can act as Representatives the 
very instant it is destroyed, which they must, in order to 
complete its ruin, they can for the succeeding, and so on. 
The consequence of which would be obviously this, that 
there could be substitutes of the people to act according to 
a ConstiTutton, when there was no such thing existing in 
nature. An absurdity of the first magnitude. The same 
argument holds with respect to an alteration. This rea- 
soning may be unentertaining, and at first view will perhaps 
seem a little obscure to a mind not cast in a metaphysical 
mould, I aim at perspicuity, at the expense of elegance, 
in every instance of ratiocination; if in this I have failed 
of success, it is imputable to a misfortune in the choice of 
words, not to a confusion of perceptions. Sure I am, that 
I clearly perceive the connection, or disagreement of ideas, 
and that you must subscribe to my conclusions, being mas- 
ters of the train of reasoning "as it passed in my own mind. 
Our opposers: must either deny our premises, or admit our 
inference ; that is, they must deny that Representatives are 
constitutional officers, and, as such, bound by it; or ad- 
mit that we are still independent of the Parent State, not- 
withstanding their supposed recognition of the authority of 
Parliament. I have laboured this the more, as it is a 
general truth so very material in politicks. It was directly 
in the face of this principle that the British Senate be- 
came septennial, which probably is the cause, sine qua non, 
of our present difficulties. However, the application of 
this principle, as now established, is obvious, and its use 
important in the present case, as it evinces, to a demon- 
stration, that had our Assemblies (which is directly the 
reverse of the truth, as we have already proved) not only 
acquiesced in, and submitted to Statutes enacted by the 
British Legislature, but had also, in express terms and in a 
manner the most cogent, passed Acts declaring this Pro- 
vince annexed to the Empire of Great Britain, and, as 
such, subject to her laws, this would by no means have 
united us without the consent of the people, nor have 
given our Parent State any new rights over us. Such 
Acts must have been void in their own nature. 

A fortiori the adopting of the Statute and Common 
Law of England in our Courts of Justice, argues no such 
connection, or subjection, though it has been urged with a 
zeal not according to knowledge by some, and an address 
nearly allied to chicanery by others. It is the misfortune, 
generally, of arguments adduced in support of errour, like 
Prior's darts, to return with effect upon those who advance 
Fourth Sebies. — Vol. ii. 



them. If the practising upon the Common and Statute 
Law of England in our judicial proceedings, implied our 
subjection to her authority, (and if it does not prove 
this it proves nothing to the purpose,) for the same reason 
Great Britain's practising upon the laws of the Nor- 
mans, Saxons, &c, would prove her subject to those North- 
ern Powers ; and the adopting the Civil Law of Rome, 
without an Act of their own Legislature, would infer the 
Briton's subjection to her infallible authority ; which would 
carry the Nation right back again into the bosom of that 
mother of harlots, from whose arms Henry the Eighth 
wrested our parent, that he might enjoy the foster indul- 
gence of a kinder companion. From this instance, learn 
what motives may reach a Royal breast. As a single 
amour induced one King to change the National Religion 
from the Roman Catholick to the Protestant, so a passion 
not more justifiable, though perhaps less personal, may in- 
fluence some future Monarch to barter away the Protestant 
for the religion of the Canadians. Ages may first roll 
away. Empires roll and roll, and will forever roll. It is 
said they steer a Western course. Unborn Americans may 
bid them welcome. Present actors speed their progress ; 
and future patriots enjoy their blessings. But to return to 
the subject. 

The genuine history of the matter is simply this : The 
Common Law of a Country is of reciprocal and personal 
obligation upon each of its inhabitants, independent of the 
law-giver. In England it is considered as the birthright 
of Englishmen. When individuals remove to Countries 
uninhabited, or to Territories already peopled, if they do 
not incorporate with the original inhabitants, so as to be 
subject to their laws, they are considered as carrying with 
them, and being bound by those laws which were obliga- 
tory upon them in the abandoned State, so far as is appli- 
cable, upon change of circumstances, with other necessary 
restrictions. And this, not because they are the Statutes 
of the deserted State, but as they are convenient rules of 
Conduct, which had induced a mutual, personal obligation, 
whose force was to be commensurate with the possibility 
and fitness of their operation. In this view our ancestors 
qprisidered themselves bringing from the land of their na- 
tivity the Common Law, together with such Statutes as 
were in being at the time of their emigration, disclaiming 
the validity of all subsequent Acts. Our Courts of Justice 
have always been thoroughly penetrated with a sense of 
the propriety of this distinction. If, in some instances, un- 
mindful of their judicial department, in favorem, to say 
the least of it, they have trespassed in untrodden paths, 
and, by a dangerous metamorphose, become Legislators, 
it would be as irrational to argue our subjection from this 
extra-judicial courtly conduct, as from the aberr ation of the 
fixed Stars. But I quit the delicate subject. A sentiment 
of the ingenious Blackstone is much to our purpose. 
" For," says that learned Judge, " the Common Law of 
England, as such, has no allowance or authority in our 
American Plantations, they being not part of the Mother 
Country." 

The affair of receiving protection from Great Britain, is 
an argument urged, I presume, for the want of a better. On 
this score, it has with truth been said, we owe her nothing. 
Our Trade, which she monopolizes, as to its profit, is more 
than an equivalent. From this she realizes annual mjlfions ; 
by this we cheerfully pay her, like children possessing pro- 
perty, a large annuity, as has been clearly shown in the in- 
genious observations of the inimitable Novanglus, to which 
I beg leave to refer you. But if our arrears were great, 
would it give her a right to make us her slaves ? In pur 
infant state, and during the long and bloody conflicts with 
the savage natives, she neither gave, or offered us aid. Of 
later years, we have neither wanted, or received protec- 
tion, except from the bare existence of her Navy, in com- 
mon with Portugal, and other places, in the articles of 
Trade and Commerce, and this for Jier ownjmojument. 
The American Trade carries its own reward with it, espe- 
cially to the Parent State, which names, with the strict- 
est attention to her own interest, the ports and channels 
of its circulation. We are, and from the beginning have 
been, of sufficient ability to defend ourselves against all our 
own proper enemies. ' And what is more, we actually have 
done it. Mr. Hutchinson, inTus History, speaking of the 
famous PhillipicJc war, says : " This is certain, as this Colo- 
7 
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ny was at first settled, so it was now preserved from ruin, 
without any charge to the Mother Country." We have 
ever contributed our full proportion for the annoyance of 
the common adversary. In the last war, America was one 
of the principal seats of action. It was a National, a Bri- 
tish, a general war, originating from National motives, and 
directed against Britain's inveterate enemy. We were 
not involved in it as Americans, as Colonists, but as sub- 
jects of the King of England. When war is made upon 
a common Sovereign, it must have a local existence. It 
is accidental that one particular place, rather than another, 
is made the scene of it. Therefore it most certainly ought 
to be supported by the joint assistance of the whole. As 
subjects of an English King, we have always been lavish 
of men and money for military operations. In the last 
war we much exceeded our proportion ; at the close of 
which a reimbursement was made us by Parliament. For 
the truth of this, we may appeal to the recorded acknow- 
ledgment of the House of Commons. This undisputed 
fact proves, also, to the satisfaction of every reasonable 
man, that we had not been deficient on former occasions ; 
otherwise she would not have reimbursed to us what had 
been long due to herself. Since this period, it must be 
confessed, her exertions have been very extraordinary for 
the administration of justice and the support of Civil Go- 
vernment in America, and in this Province in particular. 
Within a year, Ships have been manned, and Armies trans- 
ported at a great expense, destined to our Ports and Towns, 
to distress, impoverish, abuse, and enslave the best of sub- 
jects. Whether we are bound to beaT a part of this ex- 
pense ; to pay the whole ; or ten thousand times as much, 
if the Parliament should call for it, is the question we are 
considering. 

But we stand upon a foundation still more stable, deeper 
rooted, and more highly exalted, whose chief comer-stone 
was laid in Heaven. Nature has disjoined us by one of 
her insuperable barriers — an Ocean, a thousand leagues 
wide. And her Omnipotent Sovereign has rendered the 
union, and consequent subjection contended for, morally 
impossible, by making us moral agents, subject to the im- 
mutable and eternal laws of our being. We can challenge 
a freedom ; challenge rights inconsistent with the claims of 
Parliament under the broad seal of Heaven— from the 
King of Kings, and Lord of all the earth ; rights that 
were born with us ; created in us by the decrees of Provi- 
dence,- that cannot be surrendered even by ourselves; that 
cannot be taken from us but by the same Almighty arm 
that bestowed them. So that had it been the sense of our 
ancestors, the sense of the King, and the sense of the Na- 
tion previous to our emigration, that we were to continue 
subject to the Parent State ; had we declared for this sub- 
jection in the first instance ; had we received a Charter in 
confirmation of this declaration ; had our Assemblies and 
Courts of Justice strengthened and corroborated this rela- 
tion by unnumbered acts and proceedings ; had the body of 
the people, with full satisfaction and indescriptive avidity, 
sanctified the same by their express fiat ; and lastly, had we 
been defended by the parental arm from our firstsettlement 
to the present day, and still needed the same protection ; I 
say, had this been the state of facts, the reverse of all which 
wejiave proved to be true, it would not, it could not oblige 
us^to submit to the supreme authority of Parliament to the 
degree she contends for. For this would be to relinquish 
our duty which we owe to that Being whose will alone 
gives universal obligation. 

Such is the nature of man, such the constitution of 
things, that his duty is discoverable by reason, aided by 
revelation ; and is discharged by conforming to the laws of 
eternal justice, and the practice of every social virtue. On 
this depends man's truest happiness and best good. This 
happiness is said to be the foundation of natural law, or 
ethicks, it being inseparably interwoven with our frame, 
and forming all the principles and springs of action. This 
natural law is coeval with mankind, implanted by the 
Deity, and of the highest obligation. It is binding all 
over the globe, in all countries, at all times ; the same at 
Rome, at Athens, in Britain, and America. No Senate, 
no Parliament, no Assembly, can dispense with it, retrench 
or alter it. Whoever violates it, says Cicero, renounces 
his own nature, divests himself of humanity, and will be 
rigorously chastised for his disobedience in the coming 



world. No law, no transaction repugnant to this law, 
is of any validity. It is the origin of all power, and the 
support of all authority. 

We being then, in common with all mankind, under an 
indispensable obligation to pursue our own happiness in a 
course of religious and social duties ; it will hence follow, 
that we cannot surrender those rights which are necessary 
for our happiness, or give up that liberty which is necessary 
for the performance of our duty : also, that we cannot 
divest ourselves of our natural freedom, so far as to submit 
to the absolute will either of an individual or a State, who 
might treat us according to their arbitrary whim and fancy. 
This is what Great Britain requires of us. This is the 
situation into which she has for years been plotting to force 
us.* A voluntary submission to her claim in its full lati- 
tude will be submitting to a necessity of doing whatever 
she commands, of course to the necessity of doing wrong 
at her sovereign nod ; for I presume she does not as yet 
pretend to, infallibility. In short, it would be in effect 
abandoning our Jives, which we are not masters of; renoun- 
cing our duty, which we are not permitted to do ; selling 
our Country, our wives, and our children, which are not 
ours So to dispose of; betraying our religion, which would 
be treason against Christ; and exchanging happiness for 
misery, which would be, as much as in us lay, reversing 
God's benevolent plan of moral Government in the world. 

To illustrate this by a similar instance. Suppose in 
some future day Great Britain, intoxicated by a lust for 
innovations, dazzled with the overflowings of power, un- 
checked by her own sentiments, or our cries and groans, 
which would never reach her, should pass a law tolerating 
the Papistical religion in all the English Colonies; sup- 
pose she should advance one step further, and establish it 
with disqualifications and penalties, (the transition being 
easy from one to the other.) To submit to such a law 
would be betraying our religion, to oppose treason and 
rebellion, the consequence of which would be loss of life, 
confiscation of goods, corruption of blood, and a reducing 
to beggary wives and children. I do not mention this as 
what would probably take place:, it is ebough that it is 
possible. The established religion of theNation has been 
repeatedly changed. .What has been may again be. The 
claim of Parliament is to legislate for usiirall cases what- 
ever. If she establishes this claim, we are slaves; I speak 
it with anguish — we are miserable ! 

To put ourselves then into the absolute power of another, 
be it State or individual, is violating a first law of nature, 
whose seat has been said " to be the bosom of God ; her 
voice the harmony of the world. All things in Heaven 
and earth do her homage ; the very least as feeling her 
care, and the greatest as not exempted from Her power." 

The next inquiry is, whether successful opposition be 
possible ; if possible, whether prudent and safe. If mea- 
suring upon the scale of probability, we are led to conclude 
in favour. of both, our duty is plain. 

From the County of Hampshire. 



FOR THE MASSACHUSETTS GAZETTE. 

Boston, March 9, 1775. 
My worthy Friends and Fellow- Countrymen : 

The more I reflect upon the Petition, so called, of the 
American Continental Congress to the King, the more 1 
am surprised, astonished, and amazed at the unaccountable 
folly it discovers. One would think that an assembly, 
allowed on all hands to be unknown in the Constitution, 
would, in an undertaking of this kind, have endeavoured 
to obviate any objections to their authority by the modera- 
tion, truth, justice, and equity of their complaints; would 
have recommended themselves by that decent demeanour 
and dutiful behaviour which would have insured an atten- 
tion to their requests From the Throne, and interested the 
Nation in their favour ; but alas for us, we find them, con- 
trary to their own declaration, actuated by " a restless 
levity of temper, unjust impulses of ambition, and artful 
suggestions of seditious persons," instead of that quiet 
submission to lawful authority, that decent moderation, 
and those loyal principles which ought to have been the 
characteristicks of their councils. 

* By Great Britain, I would be understood to mean those Ministers 
who have been vibrating the political pendulum. 
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But I shall waive any further general observations, until 
I have particularly examined the remaining grievances 
complained of, of which the next in order, is, " The Judges 
of Courts of common law have been made entirely depend- 
ant on one part of the Legislature for their salaries, as well 
as for the duration of their commissions." 

By this, so far as it respects this Province, can be in- 
tended only the Judges of the Superiour Court, as it is 
confined to such as receive salaries ; and the Judges of the 
Inferiour Courts have only court fees, upon the several 
causes which come before them. And here let us exam- 
ine what was formerly our situation in this respect, and 
thence determine the expediency, propriety, and necessity 
of the alteration. The Judges of the Superiour Court 
were before dependant upon the annual grants of the 
House of Representatives for their salaries, which have 
ever been so. small, that they would scarce defray the 
necessary expense of attending the Courts, and never suffi- 
cient to maintain a family ; so that unless the Judges had 
a private estate to subsist their families upon, they must 
have been constantly kept in the most pressing circum- 
stances, if not greatly involved in debt. Of this repeated 
remonstrances were made and petitions presented for relief, 
but without success ; and what was a still greater hardship, 
tbey were in continual danger, that by any unpopular adju- 
dications, even these scanty pittances would be curtailed. 
Under these circumstances, could the dignity of the King's 
Judges be properly supported and preserved ? Could they 
act with that firmness, spirit, freedom, and resolution re- 
quisite to maintain so important a character ? Could they 
be considered as not " dependant on one part of the Legis- 
lature for their salaries ?" 

To these questions let every impartial observer return 
an answer, and determine for himself, whether they were 
rendered more dependant on one part of the Legislature, 
when they were madeentirely independent of every part. 
Add to this, that they and some other Civil Officers who 
where formerly paid by the Province, are now paid out of 
that fund_ which you are taught to believe is squandered 
away upon a set of worthless placemen and pensioners; 
and thereby an internal tax upon your estates for these pur- 
poses prevented. As to the " duration of their commis- 
sions," they are now removable only by an order from 
His Majesty, under his sign manual : and it is paying but 
an ill compliment to His Most Excellent Majesty, whom 
they profess to believe the gracious father of his people, 
and ever attentive to the reasonable complaints of his sub- 
jects, to suppose that he will make an improper or wanton 
use of this power. However, there is no doubt to be en- 
tertained, that even in this instance, as soon as we return 
to our former state of obedience, such an alteration will be 
made upon a dutiful application to the King and Parlia- 
ment, as will remove every ground of complaint on this 
account. 

The next article is, " Counsellors holding their com- 
missions during pleasure, exercise Legislative authority." 
This is very extraordinary ; we all profess to think the 
British Constitution the best that now is or ever has been 
established in the world ; we are all striving after the rights, 
liberties, and privileges of Englishmen; we all wish to be 
under a Government as nearly similar as the difference of 
our circumstances will admit ; and yet this alteration, which 
certainly reduces us to a much nearer resemblance of that 
great original, which we so much and so justly admire, is 
complained of as a grievance. Before the late Act of Par- 
liament for regulating the government of the Massachu- 
setts-Bay— -for I consider this grievance as confined to this 
Province, for reasons I shall hereafter explain — the Coun- 
cil was annually chosen by the House of Representatives, 
and consequently, by adopting any unpopular measures, 
were in danger of losing their election the ensuing year. 
This we have seen verified in many instances of the most 
worthy and sensible men in the Province being left out of 
the Council merely on this account. On the other hand, 
if any members, who were zealous in support of the popu- 
lar scheme's were elected into the Council, they were lia- 
ble to be turned or kept out by the negative which the 
Governour had upon the election. By the late Act they 
are appointed by His Majesty, with the consent of his 
Privy Council, and rendered independent of any branch of 



the Legislature here, and, therefore, may be presumed to 
be impartial and unbiased in their councils. In which of 
those modes of appointment the Council best resembles 
the House of Lords in England, who hold their seats by 
hereditary right, independent of the King or the Commons, 
let every one judge for himself, and thence conclude what 
a grievance we labour under in this respect. 

They go on to complain that " humble and reasonable 
Petitions from the Representatives of the people have 
been fruitless." Had they been more explicit in their 
declaration of the instances of this kind referred to, we 
might better judge of the justice of their complaint. The 
Congress knew that in consequence of the Petitions from 
the Colonies, the Stamp Act was repealed; they knew 
that certain Duties, imposed upon several articles by ano- 
ther Act of Parliament, were taken off" in consequence of 
a similar application, from all the articles except Tea, and 
that this was kept on only to save the legal and constitu- 
tional right and supreme jurisdiction of the British Parlia- 
ment ; they know that whenever this right is acknowledged, 
and their honour thereby saved, that even this Duty will 
be taken off, and no further occasion of complaint given. 
They must have seen, that, had it not been for the high- 
handed, unwarrantable measures adopted by those who 
call themselves Whigs; had they instead thereof proposed 
any plan of accommodation, any means of setthng the 
dispute amicably and honourably; all things would have 
been adjusted upon an equitable, a constitutional and 
permanent foundation. There can be no reasonable doubt 
that this has been the disposition of Administration for 
some years past; but that our daring outrageous beha- 
viour, instead of the " humble and reasonable Petitions 
from the Representatives of the people" that we are 
told of, has compelled them to use coercive measures, to 
bring us to a due sense of that dependance upon the Bri- 
tish Nation which our forefathers, and we, untiT very 
lately, have uniformly acknowledged. Can it be supposed 
that a powerful, a brave-spirited, and generous Nation 
can, on the one hand, admit such extravagant claims as the 
Colonies now set up, or, on the other, entertain a design 
of oppressing and enslaving them ? Both these things are 
equally incompatible with her own interest, and therefore 
equally improbable. Yet you are made to believe them 
by your leaders, who find it their interest to fisb in troubled 
waters ; who know that as soon as the ball of contention is 
once taken away, they must sink into their native obscuri- 
ty, and therefore seek their own advancement jn your ruin. 
Could I suppose that views so dishonourable and base 
influenced the British Councils, as an attempt to injure and 
enslave you, no one would more readily join heart and 
hand in a forcible opposition to their measures, if all 
peaceable and reasonable means failed of success. But I 
am firmly persuaded, and upon the best grounds, that your 
fears are without foundation ; that your danger exists only 
in your own imaginations ; and I pray God that your eyes 
may be opened, that you may see things in their true and 
natural colours, and escape the impending evils before they 
burst upon you. 

The next complaint is, that " the agents of the people 
have been discountenanced, and Governours have been in- 
structed to prevent the payment of their salaries," Let us 
examine the grounds of this complaint. Formerly, while 
we were convinced that our own interest was inseparably 
connected with that of Great Britain; while we were wil- 
ling to submit to the rightful exercise of her authority over 
us, and in this submission found that we were happy, 
peaceful, and free, an agent was chosen by the three 
branches of the Legislature, who took care of the concerns 
of the Province at the Court of Great Britain. To this 
no objection was ever made, but a salary was granted and 
regularly paid, and the interest of the Province carefully 
attended to by the agent. Of late years the demagogues 
on this side the Atlantick, finding they should not be able 
to accomplish their sinister purposes unless they had an 
agent of their own appointment, who would join in for- 
warding and promoting their own rash measures, deter*- 
mined to effect this point ; accordingly the House of Re- 
presentatives, when they found the Governour would not 
approve the choice of an agent they had made, to answer 
these ends, instead of electing a suitable person, in whom 
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all parties might agree, proceeded in their separate capaci- 
ty to choose one, who should serve the House alone, and 
the Council appointed one for themselves. These agents 
were never admitted as such, at any board or office in 
England, not being properly appointed, and were there- 
fore useless to all good intents and purposes whatever. This 
measure was also justly deemed offensive by His Majesty, 
as introducing unnecessary innovations, and he accordingly, 
to save a useless expense of money to the Province, in- 
structed his Govemour to refuse his consent to the pay- 
ment of the salaries granted to the agents thus appointed, 
which he, without doubt, had not only a legal and consti- 
tutional right to do, but therein consulted the true interest 
of the Province, and which ought by no means to be con- 
sidered, as_ a grievance, as every valuable, just, and lawful 
purpose may be answered by the former as well as the 
latter mode of election. With how much reason, then, 
a complaint is made on this account, it is for you, my 
fellow-countrymen, to determine, before you adopt any 
forcible measures for redress. Admitting, indeed, that 
these things are really illegal and oppressive, every me- 
thod ought to be tried for relief before you proceed to such 
desperate extremities; and if you fail of success, you ought 
even then to consider whether the miseries and calamities 
necessarily attendant upon and consequent to a forcible 
opposition to the Parent State, do not far exceed any ad- 
vantages which you can expect to gain from the fullest 
satisfaction of your wishes in this unnatural contest. But 
when you consider that your complaints are for the most 
part groundless, that you are seduced, deceived, and mis- 
led by your worst enemies, under the mask of patriots, you 
cannot, I think, hesitate immediately to think and judge 
for yourselves, to exercise that virtue, prudence, and wis- 
dom, which you naturally possess ; and now, while it is in 
your power, secure your happiness and freedom undimin- 
ished, lest you be finally compelled to make the greatest 
sacrifices to maintain even a partial enjoyment of them. 

Phileirene. 



TO THE PRINTERS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS GAZETTE. 

Boston, March 9, 1775. 

Please to insert the following Recantation and Confes- 



sion : 



To err is incident to every human being, but candidly to 
confess errours when conscious of them, I am apprehenvsie 
is the property of but few. No man is blame-worthy 
for natural imperfection, but obstinacy and perverseness, as 
they are enemies to truth and right, so they are character- 
istick of a wrong head and a bad heart. I am now about 
to produce to the world one instance of a candid acknow- 
ledgment of having possessed erroneous principles in poli- 
ticks, and consequently must have been guilty of a wrong 
conduct in society. In the beginning of our political con- 
fusion herein America, I was what you may truly call a 
Whig, in the modern acceptation of the word. Not that I 
ever justified or countenanced mobs and riots ; I was ever 
an advocate of harmony, peace, and good order in society. 
But being so often told, and conceiving it to be the basis 
of the English Constitution, that no person, properly quali- 
fied, should have his money taken from him but by his own 
consent, or that of his Representative, I conceived it to be 
unconstitutional even, for the Parliament of Gnat Bri- 
tain to make any Act which should necessarily and un- 
avoidably affect the properties of the Colonists. I con- 
ceived, moreover, that though we were subjects of the King 
qf England, yet we had a Constitution of our own, no 
ways controllable by the Lords an_d Commons of Great 
Britain ; and that the Parliament had no more right to 
legislate for us, than our Legislature here had to legislate 
for them. (Such was, I now freely confess, my ignorance 
then of the English Government and Constitution, and the 
relation between the Colonies and the Parent State, which 
I now plainly perceive, taken altogether, compose one en- 
tire Empire, and the Parliament its supreme legislative 
head.) 

Upon these principles, when the Stamp Act first came 
over, which, if carried into execution, would necessarily 
affect pur properties, I loudly exclaimed against it, and 
considered it as a most violent infraction of the English 



Constitution, and a direct taxing of the Colonies. That 
Act, so inexpedient and unreasonable in its nature and 
operation, was never carried into execution, but speedily 
repealed, though succeeded by another, which we appre- 
hended almost as bad, viz: An Act for imposing duty on 
Glass, Painters' Colours, Paper, Tea, &c, articles which, 
though not absolutely necessary for life, yet so very useful, 
that we could not well do without them; and besides, the 
duty was solely for the purpose of raising a Revenue in 
America, and was introductory to every other species of 
taxation. The design was very evident in the Stamp Act, 
therefore the general cry was, among us Whigs, (or patri- 
ots, as we called ourselves,) let us by all means oppose it 
with violence ; if we do not, we shall become the most 
abject slaves to the Parliament of Great Britain. Our 
opposition was the means of the Stamp Act being repeal- 
ed, and will produce the same effect as to this, if we show 
the same temper and resolution. The t rut h was, the duty 
was soon taken off from all the articles except Tea, 
(though I now believe more owing to the influence of our 
friends at home, than our clamour here.) We then, how- 
ever, exulted in our patriotism, and considered ourselves 
as the instruments of saving our Country from impending 
ruin. We were so elated with success, that we doubted 
not any Act of Parliament relative to the Colonies would 
be repealed, if we opposed it with firmness and resolution. 
Our pride was so elevated, that we could not have patience 
with those who would not. heartily join us in our plan. We 
considered them as cowardly wretches, or mean, selfish 
governmental expectants. Our candour and charity did 
not extend so far as to suppose it possible for them to 
speak their real sentiments when they differed from us. 
My conscience now, upon recollection, abundantly tells 
me how deficient I was at that time, m those amiable 
qualities. 

We were not, however, entirely acquiescent, though we 
had struck such a noble stroke, and got the duty taken off 
of every article but one, it was with great reluctance we 
could suffer it to remain on Tea ; but as the Merchants in 
this Province (who, though their profession is Commerce, 
are generally the springs which keep in motion the wheels 
of Government) appeared to be tolerably easy, (some im- 
porting Tea directly from England, paying the duty, 
others illicitly running it from the Dutch, taking their 
chance of seizure,) the spirit of uneasiness seemed in some 
measure to subside, and both Whigs and Tories purchased 
and drank Tea freely in this Province, without particular 
inquiry whether it paid the duty or not, from the year 
1767, to the time the East India Company were permitted 
by Parliament to send their Tea immediately to America. 
This, like a spark falling upon gunpowder, immediately 
set us into a flame again. We considered the Parliament 
as granting a monopoly to one trading Company, to the 
detriment of all America. We then thought it our duty 
once more to rouse ourselves in defe nce of our injured 
Country. Though I was very warm in the cause, yet I 
never advised to the destruction of the Tea, but, in an evil 
hour, it was all destroyed. The particular circumstances 
are too well known to need repeating ; but it is a thousand 
pities they could not be buried in eternal oblivion. The 
action struck me so horridly, as being repugnant to every 
principle of justice, and a downright piece of piracy, that 
1 could not help exclaiming against it, as being pregnant 
with the most ruinous consequences to us. I then began 
to be afraid of the chastisement of an incensed and power- 
ful Nation. I thought it was high time to slop in our ca- 
reer, and seriously consider what we were about, lest we 
should plunge ourselves into ruin before we were aware of 
it. But my brother Whigs, having more courage and reso- 
lution than I had, perceiving me to begin to waver, exert- 
ed themselves to keep up my spirits, and continually ex- 
horted me to stand firm and unshaken. . Jfqthjng is want- 
ing, said they, but resolution and unity ; desperate diseases 
require desperate remedies; we have, as it were, passed 
the Rubicon; the other Colonies will stand by us; our 
Committees of Correspondence have wisely taken care to 
secure their principal men ; if we do not appear unani- 
mous, we are lost; we must not look back, but forward; 
we are afraid of nothing but the miscreant Tories, who en- 
deavour to prevent our union; we mustkeep them down 
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by continued threats, and now and then a little chastise- 
ment ; the Printers we have got under our thumbs ; they 
dare not print any thing but what is on the side of liberty ; 
if any one of them does, we are determined he shall lose 
our custom ; and never fear, if we only stand firm in our 
opposition, we gain our point. 

Still further to secure me and keep me steadfast, (for 
they were sensible I had some influence,) they chose me 
one in a Committee of Correspondence, &c, and then, I 
acknowledge, I was for a considerable time wound up to a 
higher pitch of enthusiasm than ever. We met often ; in- . 
deed we made it almost our whole business ; but our con- 
versation was altogether upon politicks, and always upon 
the side of liberty, rights, and privileges. Every argu- 
ment wasdefensive of Liberty, and instead of an opponent, 
each was an applauder of the other, and a reviler of all 
Tories ; and each, perhaps to inspirit the other, expressed 
more than was his just and real sentiments. The same 
thing took place with respect to other Committees, with 
whom we always kept up a continued intercourse by let- 
ters. How often have w r e expressed ourselves, with a 
studied zeal and determined resolution, purposely to pre- 
vent any flagging of spirit in other Committees, and how 
often have we received as spirited answers in reply ! Thus 
we went on animating and supporting each other, till the 
Suffolk Resolves appeared ; then, 1 acknowledge, 1 was 
almost as much struck as when the Tea was destroyed, but 
throughout our circle shouts of applause echoed round the 
room. I could not help at that time seriously observing, 
that I was fearful we went too fast ; the Continental Con- 
gress, which was then sitting, might not justify such very 
spirited Resolves, and then our cause would be injured, 
as we must certainly acquiesce^ in their determinations. 
Therefore I apprehended it would be most prudent (or us to 
take our hints from them, rather than lead. The reply 
was, that our Delegates were men of sense, and some of 
them good speakers; one of them particularly could carry 
almost any point he was determined upon, therefore they 
must have great influence in the Congress ; and as there 
was a continued correspondence kept up between the 
Committee of Boston and the Delegates, there was no 
doubt butjhey were apprized of them previously to their 
publication, and depended upon their being adopted by the 
Continental Congress. Accordingly they were adopted 
and approved of, though they do not appear in the pamph- 
let containing their doings. But still, notwithstanding 
the authority of the Continental Congress, and the high 
spirits and_ assurance of our and other Committees, I 
could not help, upon serious reflection, when alone, having 
many compunctions of heart, as it evidently appeared to 
me that all could not be right. The course seemed to me 
to lead directly to rebellion, which my soul abhorred, and 
was never in my intention. - 

From that time I was determined seriously and impar- 
tially to examine for myself, and attend to all that was said 
on both sides. Our custom ever had been, not to attend, 
and scarcely to read any thing that was not wrote on the 
right side of the question, as we called it. The first thing 
I read with attention was a letter from a Virginian to the 
Continental Congress, while they were sitting at Philadel- 
phia. That letter I found contained many serious and 
just observations, sufficient to awaken in any unprejudiced 
mind alarming apprehensions of the consequences of our 
hasty conduct. Afterwards I met with the " Friendly Ad- 
dress," and many other pamphlets wrote on the side of 
Government, together with some excellent pieces publish- 
ed in Mills and Hicks' 's, and Draper's Papers. These, 
taken altogether, seem to me fairly to lay open and ex- 
pose the whole scene of our political errours and iniquities. 
And what_ confirms jne still more in the justness of thejr 
observations, and the conclusiveness of their reasonings is, 
that they seem unanswerable by the whole Whig party. 
The weak and futile replies that have been made to some 
of them do noLdeserve the name of answers. What I have 
seen contains little more than scurrility and illiberal abuse ; 
instead of sober reason and candid reply, they spend their 
shafts in invective and indecent railing. Indeed, from the 
beginning, notwithstanding my prejudices in favour of their 
cause, I have been often disgusted at their manner of treat- 
ing men and measures. It appeared to me it was by no 



means calculated to persuade or convince serious and ra- 
tional men. I am now fully convinced, however high I 
once was, that the cause of the Whigs is not a just one, 
otherwise they surely must have defended it with a better 
appearance of reason and plausibility. Another reason 
which tended not a little to cure rue of my whiggish prin- 
ciples, was the crabbed fruits they produced. In contend- 
ing for liberty, they seem inclinable to engross it all them- 
selves ; the prevailing temper and disposition among them 
seems by no means to be pacifick ; they are arbitrary and 
even tyrannical in the whole tenour of their conduct ; they 
allow not to others who differ from them the same liberty 
of thinking and acting that they claim themselves, but 
shamefully abuse them, and treat them with spite, malice, 
and revenge. The instances of that kind are too numerous 
and notorious to require a particular detail. 

How shockingly extravagant are the late Resolves of 
the County of Worcester? What. a shameful attempt to 
discourage the liberty of the Press, that glorious palladium 
of English liberty. Let an honest Whig seriously consider 
whether such a conduct can flow from good principles, any 
more than a bad tree can bring forth good fruit. I now 
seriously advise all my former brethren of the Whig party 
to follow me in my recantation, rather than to throw out 
squibs at me in Ede's and Gill's, or Thomas's Papers. All 
that I can now do, (and that I shall do,) in the way of 
atonement for my former whiggish conduct, is to endea- 
vour to proselyte as many as I can ; and I find myself hap- 
py in being as successful at least in leading people from 
errour, as I was once in persuading them into it. 

A Converted Wh.iGi 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO MR. RrVINGTON, IN NEW-YORK, 
DATED BOSTON, MARCH 9, 1775. 

Last Monday the annual Oration was pronounced in the 
old South Meeting; there was a very numerous audience. 
Some gentlemen of the Army placed themselves on the 
top of the pulpit stairs. In the pulpit were Warren, the 
orator of the day, Hancock, Adams, Church, &c. &c. 
I had been informed that the Military were determined not 
to suffer the least expression that had a tendency to reflect 
on the King or Royal family to pass with impunity ; of 
course, my attention was directed to their conduct on jhe 
critical occasion. The Republican was, I fancy, appre- 
hensive of this, for through the whole oration there %as 
an affectation of loyalty and veneration for the King and 
the Brunswick line ; it was, however, replete with invec- 
tive, inflammatory expressions, denials of Parliamentary 
claim, abuse of Ministry, &tc, &c. The officers frequent- 
ly interrupted Warren by iaughing loudly at the most 
ludicrous parts, and coughing and hemming at the most 
seditious, to the great discontent of the devoted citizens. 
The oration, however, was finished; a'ndjlt _w"a"s aftewards 
moved by Adams that an orator should be named for the 
ensuing fifth of March, to commemorate " the bloody and 
horrid massacre, perpetrated by a party of soldiers under 
the command of Captain T. Preston," At this the officers 
could no longer contain themselves, but exclaimed, ^e, 
shame! and, fie, shame! was echoed by all the Navy and 
Military in the place ; this caused a violent confusion, and 
in an instant the windows were thrown open, and the 
affrighted Yankees jumped out by fifties, so that in a few 
minutes we should have had an empty house ; in the mean- 
time, a very genteel, sensible officer, dressed in gold-lace 
regimentals, with blue lapels, moved with indignation at 
the insult offered the Army, since Captain Preston had 
been fairly tried and most honourably acquitted by a Bos- 
ton Jury, advanced to Hancock and Adams, and spoke his 
sentiments to them in plain English; the latter told the 
officer he knew him, and would settle the matter with the 
General ; the man of honour replied, " you and I must set- 
tle it first." At this the demagogue turned pale and waived 
the discourse. It is said this gallant gentleman's life is 
threatened, but I fancy there is little danger. The Town 
was perfectly quiet all night ; no exhibition or ringing of 
bells; they knew better. 

You will soon have in Ne w- York the Asia, a fine Sixty- 
four, commanded by an excellent seaman, son of your old 
friend Sir George Vandeput. 
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CONNECTICUT ASSEMBLY. 

At a General Assembly of the Governour and Company 
of the English Colony of Connecticut, in New-England, 
in America, holden at New-Haven, by adjournment and 
special order of the Governour of said Colony, on Thurs- 
day, the second day of March, Annoque Domini, 1775 : 

It being represented to this Assembly that Abraham 
BlacJcslee, of New-Haven, Captain of a Military Company 
in the Second Regiment in this Colony, is disaffected to 
this Government, and the privileges thereof, as established 
by Charter, and has frequently spoken contemptuously of 
the measure taken by this Assembly for maintaining the 
same, and threatened to act in his office in opposition to 
the lawful authority of the Colony contrary to the duty of 
his office : 

Resolved, By this Assembly, that James A. Hilhouse 
and Samuel Bishop, Esquires, be, and they are hereby 
appointed a Committee to inquire into said matters, and 
make report of what they find, with their opinion thereon, 
to this Assembly at the next session. 

It having been represented to this Assembly that Isaac 
Quintard, of Stamford, in the County of Fairfield, Cap- 
tain of the Second Military Company in the Town of 
Stamford, in the Ninth Regiment in this Colony, and Filer 
Dibble, of said Stamford, Captain of the First Military 
Company in the Town of Stamford, in said Regiment, at 
said Stamford, in January last, in contempt of the author- 
ity in this Colony, did attempt and endeavour to prevent 
the introduction of certain barrels of Gunpowder into this 
Colony for the Government use, agreeable to the order 
and directions of legal authority, which conduct is incon- 
sistent with the duty of their said office and of dangerous ' 
tendency : 

Whereupon it is Resolved, By this Assembly, that Gold 
Sillick Silliman, and Jonathan Sturgess, Esquires, be, and 
they are hereby appointed Commissioners, and are fully 
authorized and empowered to notify said Quintard and 
Dibble to appear before them, at such time and place as 
shall be by them appointed, and to examine the witnesses 
relative. to said conduct, and examine into the truth of said 
representation, and to report what they shall find to the 
General Assembly, at their session in May next. 

It being represented to this House, that the Towns of 
Ridgfield and Newtown have come into and published 
certain Resolutions Injurious to the rights of this Colony, 
in direct opposition to the repeated Resolves of this House, 
and of dangerous tendency: 

Resolved, That Col. Joseph Piatt Cook and Col. John 
Read, be a Committee to inquire into the truth of said 
representation, and how far any person or persons holding 
commissions under this Government have been any way 
active or concerned in promoting the measures taken by 
said Towns, and make report of what they shall find to the 
General Assembly, to be held at Hartford, in May next. 

Wednesday, March 8, 1775. 

In the House of Representatives of the Colony of Con- 
necticut, assembled at New-Haven : — 

Whereas, our brethren of the Town of Boston have 
long suffered, and are yet suffering under the hand of 
oppression, grievous and unparalleled hardships and distress- 
es, in consequence of their resolution to support the great 
principles of Constitutional Liberty ; and having endured, 
and yet enduring those sufferings in the common cause of 
America, with most exemplary fortitude and magnanimity ; 
the principles of humanity and justice to ourselves and 
them, require that they should not be left to sink under 
the weight of burdens which, without assistance, may be- 
come absolutely insupportable. 

And although many donations have been made them by 
this and the other Colonies ; yet, upon authentick intelli- 
gence, it appears they are inadequate to the real distresses 
in which thousands of their innocent and virtuous inhabi- 
tants are involved by means as aforesaid. 

This House, taking the matters aforesaid into their serious 
consideration, do Resolve, That it be, and it is hereby 
earnestly recommended to the several Towns in this Colo- 
ny, lo continue cheerfully and liberally to contribute to the 
relief of their suffering brethren in said Town, according 
to the several abilities which Divine Providence has given 



them ; esteeming it an incumbent duty, and an acceptable 
service in the sight of God and their Country. 
By order of the House, 

William Williams, Speaker. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

New-Haven, March, 1775. 

Colony of Connecticut, ss. 

Resolved, That the thanks "of this House .be given to 
the" worthy and patriotick House of Assembly for the 
Island of Jamaica, for theifkind and seasonable mediation 
in favour of the Colonies on this Continent, by their late 
humble Petition and Remonstrance to His Majesty. And 
that the Speaker of this House be, and he is hereby 
directed to write to the said Honourable Assembly, and 
enclose a copy of this Resolution ; also of the Resolution 
of this House, at their session: in May, 1773, appointing a 
Committee of Correspondence, and invite them to come 
into that, or a similar method of mutually communicating 
such intelligence, as may be of publick importance, and 
more immediately affecting the inhabitants of the British 
Colonies and Islands in America. ■ - • - - 

Test : .'.'"' Richard Law, Clerk. 

Colony of Connecticut, Lebanon, March 14, 1775. 

Sir: Tn pursuance of the direction of the Honourable 
House of Representatives for this Colony, I have the plea- 
sure of transmitting the enclosed Resolutions, and at the 
same time to return you their unfeigned thanks for your 
late kind and seasonable, yet spirited and pertinent media- 
tion, in their behalf, by your Remonstrance and Petition to 
His Most Gracious Majesty. 

The clear knowledge you have of the inherent and una- 
lienated rights of the Colonists, and tbe readiness you 
have shewn to assert' them, with a temper and firmness 
worthy of such a cause, of Englishmen and Americans, at 
once reflects the highest honour on your wo-Tthy and patrio- 
tick Assembly, and merits the most grateful acknowledg- 
ments of this whole Continent. 

The unnatural contest between the_TParITarnent of Great 
Britain and these Colonies is.at length, by the unwearied 
efforts of our enemies for a course of years, brought (to all 
human appearance) near to a most alarming crisis; in 
which, threatened as we are by the dreadful alternative of 
surrendering all for which our fathers suffered and bled, all 
that is deserving of men, Englishmen and Americans, in 
life ; or suffer all the horrours of a military contention with 
the Parent State ; the striking union of these Colonies, 
a consciousness of the justice of our caiise, and the recti- 
tude of our views, with the approbation of our fellow-men, 
seem, under Heaven, our greatest "consolation and support. 

The representations of so respectable a Tjody as the As- 
sembly of your large and important Island will, we flatter 
ourselves, meet with the most favourable attention of His 
Majesty and his Ministers, and have a happy tendency 
towards procuring for us and you, (andTndeed the whole 
Nation, ultimately interested in this great common cause,) 
the redress of those grievances under which we labour, 
and the establishment of the liberties and privileges of ..the 
whole Empire, on the most sure and permanent basis. 

We shall ever be happy in keeping up an intercourse 
w_ith your Island, and shall, from time to time, with plea- 
sure embrace every opportunity to give you the earliest 
intelligence, of whatever we shall judge of publick concern, 
or more immediately affecting the Colonies in general, or 
your Island in particular ; and shall gratefully receive the 
like favours from you. 

I am, by order, and in behalf of the House of Repre- 
sentatives for this Colony, Sir, your most obedient and very 
humble servant, Wm. Williams, 'Speaker. 

Hon. Speaker of the House of Assembly, Jamaica. 

LETTER FROM THE HONOURABLE J. TRUMBULL, GOVER- 
NOUR OF CONNECTICUT, TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH, 
ONE OF HIS MAJESTY'S PRINCIPAL SECRET ARIES OF 
STATE. 

New-Haven, March, 1775. 

Mr Lord : I duly received your Lordship's Letter of 
the 10th of December last, enclosing His Most Gracious 
Majesty's Speech to his Parliament, and the Addresses in 
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answer thereto, which I have taken the earliest opportunity 
to lay before the General Assembly of the Colony ; and 
am now to return you their thanks for this communica- 
tion. 

It is, my Lord, with the deepest concern and anxiety, 
that we contemplate the unhappy dissensions which have 
taken place between the Colonies and Great Britain, which 
must be attended with the most fatal consequences to bpth, 
unless speedily terminated. We consider the interests of 
the two Countries as inseparable, and are shocked at the 
idea of any disunion between them. We wish for nothing 
so much as a speedy and happy settlement upon constitu- 
tional grounds, and cannot apprehend why it might not be 
effected, if proper steps were taken. It is certainlyan ob- 
ject of that importance as to merit the attention of every 
wise and good man, and the accomplishment of it would 
add lustre to the. first character upon earth. 

The origin and progress of these unhappy disputes, we 
need not point out to you ; they are perfectly known to 
your Lordship. From apprehensions on one side, and jea- 
lousies, fears, and distresses on the other, fomented and in- 
creased by the representations of artful and designing men, 
unfriendly to the liberties of America, they have risen to 
that alarming height at which we now see them, threaten- 
ing the most essential prejudice, if not entire ruin, to the 
whole Empire. On the one hand, we do assure your 
Lordship that we do not wish to weaken or impair the au- 
thority of the British Parliament in any matters essential 
to the welfare and happiness of the whole Empire. On 
the other, it will be admitted that it is our duty, and that 
we should be even highly culpable, if we should not claim 
and maintain the constitutional rights and liberties derived 
to us as men and Englishmen; as the descendants of Bri- 
tons, and members of an Empire whose fundamental prin- 
ciple is the liberty and security of the subject. British 
supremacy and American liberty are not incompatible with 
each other. They have been seen to exist and flourish to- 
gether for more than a century. What now renders them 
inconsistent? Or, if any thing be further necessary to as- 
cenain_the_one or limit the other, why may it not be ami- 
cably adjusted, every occasion and ground of future con- 
troversy be removed, and all that has unfortunately passed, 
he buried in perpetual oblivion ? 

The good people of this Colony, my Lord, are unfeign- 
edly loyal, and firmly attached to His Majesty's person, 
family, and Government. They are willing and ready, 
freely as they have formerly most cheerfully done upon 
every requisition made to them, to contribute to the ut- 
most of their abilities to the support of His Majesty's Gov- 
ernment, and to devote their lives and fortunes to his ser- 
vice ; and, in the last war, did actually expend in His Ma- 
jesty's service more than Four Hundred Thousand Pounds 
Sterling lieyond what they received any compensation for. 
But the unlimited powers lately claimed by the British 
Parliament drove them to the borders of despair. These 
powers, carried into execution, will deprive them of all 
property, and are incompatible with every idea of civil lib- 
erty. They must hold all that they possess at the will of 
others, and will have no property which they can, volunta- 
rily and as freemen, lay at the foot of the Throne as a mark 
of their affection and devotion to His Majesty's service. 

Why, my Lord, should, our fellow-subjects in Great 
Britain alone enjoy the high honour and satisfaction of 
presenting their free gifts to their Sovereign ? Or, if this 
be a distinction in which they will permit none to partici- 
pate with them ; yet, in point of honour, it should be 
founded onjhe gift of their own property, and not of that 
of their fellow-subjects in .the more distant parts of the 
Empire. 

It is with particular concern and anxiety that we see the 
unhappy situation of our fellow-subjects in the Town of 
Boston, in the Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, where 
we behold many thousands of His Majesty's virtuous and 
loyal subjects reduced to the utmost distress by the opera- 
tion of the. Port Act, and the whole Province thrown into 
a state of anarchy and confusion, by the Act for changing 
the Constitution of the_ Province, and depriving them of 
some of their Charter-rights. We are at a loss to conceive 
how the destruction of the Mast-India Company's Tea 
could be a just or reasonable ground for punishing so se- 
verely thousands of innocent people who had noliand in 



that transaction, and that even without giving them any 
opportunity to be heard in their own defence. 

[And we submit whether the conditions of their being 
restored to their former privileges, are not becoming im- 
practicable under their present circumstances, since the 
Town is not, by law, authorized to tax the inhabitants for 
such a purpose ; and the Province is not permitted the pri- 
vilege of the Assembly; nor, they conceive, could they 
constitutionally hold one, until their Charter-rights are re- 
stored. Indeed, how can they constitutionally give His 
Majesty any security for their future good behaviour, but 
by their Representatives in General Assembly. Were the 
Acts for shutting up their Port and altering the Govern- 
ment of the Province, repealed ; the armed force with- 
drawn from Boston, and the people put upon a footing to 
act freely and constitutionally, we cannot dpubt_but.that.as 
they have, upon all former occasions, shown themselves to 
be a generous, brave, and loyal people, they would comply 
with any reasonable requisition that should be made by his 
Majesty.] 

Give us leave to recommend to your Lordship's most 
serious and candid attention the unhappy case of that dis- 
tressed people, and in effect of all the Colonies, whose 
fate seems to be involved in theirs, and who are therefore 
most anxiously distressed for them. Permit us to hope, 
that, by your Lordship's kind and benevolent interposition, 
some wise and happy plan will be devised which may re- 
lieve us from our present anxieties, and restore that harmo- 
ny between Great Britain and the Colonies, which we 
all most ardently wish for, and which alone can render us 
truly happy. 

I am, my Lord, in behalf of the Governo_ur and Com- 
pany of Connecticut, my Lord, your Lordship's most obe- 
dient and most humble servant, 

General Assembly, New-Haven, March, 1775. 

In the Upper House the foregoing draught for a Letter 
to the Right Honourable the Earl of Dartmouth, one of 
His Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, being read, 
is approved, _and his Honour the Goyernour is desired 
to sign a transcript thereof, and transmit the same to his 
Lordship as soon as opportunity will permit. 

Test : George Wyllys, Secretary. 

In the Lower House, Mr. Strong, Mr. Deane, Colo- 
nel Talcott, Mr. Hos7?ier, Mr. Wales, and Mr. Sturgess, 
are appointed a Committee to confer with such gentle- 
men as the Honourable Upper House shall appoint to con- 
fer on the subject-matter of the foregoing Letter. 

Test: Richard Law, Clerk. 

In the Upper House, William Samuel Johnson and 
Oliver Wolcott, Esquires, are appointed to confer with 
the Committee of the Lower House on the subject-matter 
of the foregoing Letters. 

Test: George Wyllys, Secretary." 

[At the Conference of the Committees of the two Houses, it was 
agreed to amend the draught by striking out the paragraph between 
brackets, in which form it was adopted by the Lower House. J 

General Assembly, New-Haven, March, 1775. 

In the Lower House, the foregoing draught for a Letter 
to the Earl of Dartmouth, one of His Majesty's Principal 
Secretaries of State, is read and approved, and his Hon- 
our the Govemour is desired to sign a transcript thereof, 
and transmit the same to his Lordship as soon ^as opportu- 
nity will permit. Test : Richard Law, Clerk. 

Concurred in in the Upper House. 

Test: George Wyllys, Secretary. ' 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CONNECTICUT TO MR. RIV- 
INGTON, NEW-YORK, DATED MARCH 13, 1775. 

Our Assembly met on the 2d of March. The two first 
days were chiefly employed in examination of the conduct 
of Captain Glover and the Representatives of Ridgfield, 
which Town had very freely declared against adopting the 
Congress's measures. A Committee was appointed to su- 
perintend this business, and make a report at the next May 
session. The debates of a week's duration upon the mat- 
ters cost the Colony One Hundred and Seventy-Five 
Pounds. In the next place, many long and learned ar- 
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guments were produced by the old leaven, the Repub- 
licans, urging the necessity of an Army to be immediately 
raised. The matter was recommended to a Committee, 
consisting of the most inflammatory and the truest malig- 
nant men, who openly declare for independence. After 
two days they produced a Report, as follow^ : 

"- That a Major General and two Brigadier Generals be 
appointed ; that ten thousand bushels of Wheat, two thou- 
sand barrels of Pork, three thousand stands of Arms with 
Bayonets, be provided ; and the Assembly emit Bills to 
the amount of Thirty Thousand Pounds, lawful money." 

This was craftily concerted ; for had the Bill succeeded, 
of course a subsequent one must have passed to raise a 
number of Troops to eat the provisions. But Heaven be 
praised, by this time the eyes of the most respectable Mem- 
bers were opened; they saw that all the old firebrands 
were the promoters of these destructive measures; and to 
the eternal honour of many Members who spoke and acted 
on behalf of the Constitution, a majority of the House 
was roused, and they then proceeded to vote by paragraph 
upon the Bill. They allowed the creation of General Of- 
ficers, Tnit all the rest were thrown out of the House ; and, 
instead of the destructive measure concerted by the Crom- 
wellites, a vote was passed by a great majority to petition 
his Majesty for a redress of such American grievances as 
should be enumerated by a Committee then appointed by 
the House to compose and report it for their approbation. 

This Assembly was a special one, called for the express 
purpose of raising, Sic, six thousand men. And notwith- 
standing the Secretary and Squire Wyllys, who went to Cam- 
bridge to consult the Provincial Congress, assured the House 
that the Congress then met at Cambridge, on mature deli- 
beration, wanted not assistance from this Colony, they being 
sufficiently able to fight all the Troops General Gage had 

then at Boston, our warm sons of— insisted on raising 

an Army in this Province, and, at any rate, drive the 
King's General out of this religious land. 

A Letter, carrying with it, in effect, a Petition, was sent 
down to the Lower House from the Upper House, address- 
ed to Lord Dartmouth. The Wasp immediately seized, 
and clumsily attacked those parts of it which were calcu- 
lated to conciliate and restore harmony between Great 
Britain and America ; but he was overruled, and returned 
home grievously disappointed. 



LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN CONNECTICUT TO MR. 
HOLT, NEW-YORK, DATED MARCH 29, 1775. 

Mr. James Rivington has often been animadverted on 
in a publick manner, and sundry Resolves have been pass- 
ed in the different Colonies, respecting his conduct as a 
Printer; not only as being partial, but as publishing false- 
hoods tending to disunite them in their great struggle to 
support constitutional liberty, destroy their mutual confi- 
dence, and render abortive that system of conduct recom- 
mended, by the Congress as the most certain and advisable 
expedient for obtaining a redress of our grievances. Mr. 
Rivington, or his partisans, have represented this as an 
attempt to destroy the liberty of the press. But shall a 
press disgorge calumny and falsehood with impunity ? Shall 
the most innocent actions of a community be traversed, 
and the most reputable characters, even Legislative bodies, 
be traduced with passive tameness? This would be a tacit 
acknowledgment of the charge. Is it not notorious, that 
he, while America is anxiously struggling to preserve her 
constitutional liberties, like an invidious spy, watches every 
motion towards the grand point, and strives to frustrate 
every design, by disseminating distrust and falsehood among 
the people, in order to intimidate or divide them, thereby 
rendering his press an engine of tyranny, as well as a sink 
of the most impure productions. An instance of this we 
have, in his " uninfluenced" paper of last week, termed 
" Extract pj a Letter from Connecticut." 

It is evident, from the whole strain of this epistle, that 
the writer attempts to set the General Assembly of this 
Colony in a disadvantageous point of light, villify and dis- 
grace some of its most worthy members, and create a dis- 
trust of them among the Colonies, as though they had 
changed measures, which is wide of the truth, as I shall 
show anon. He says — 

" Our Assembly met on the second of March, and the 



two first days were spent in examining the conduct of Cap- 
tain Glover and the Ridgjield Representatives, which had 
declared against the measures of the Congress." Here he 
stumbles at the very threshold ; I am very certain nothing 
of that matter was debated the first day. His account of 
the Committee is very confused ; if it is intelligible, he 
means the Committee were appointed to superintend the 
examination of the. Representatives ; but while the House 
spent two days in examining them, how could any Com- 
mittee superintend? Did they appoint a Committee to 
superintend themselves ? He says a Committee were 
appointed to superintend the business, and make report in 
May. The meaning (if any) is obscure, at best. If he 
intends such a Committee were appointed to superintend 
the examination of the first two days, or while the exami- 
nation lasted, it is not true. 

He next observes : " The debates of a week's dura- 
tion upon the matter cost the Colony One Hundred and 
Seventy-five Pounds." Here, again, he needs a comment. 
If he is intelligible, he must mean a week was spent in 
debating such matters as he had before mentioned, i. e. 
examining the Representatives ; but this is not true. At 
first he speaks of but two days himself, and I before ob- 
served on the first day none of his matters were agitated ; 
now he seems to assign a whole week to that business, for 
he can't be supposed so silly as to accuse the Assembly of 
sitting a week on matters at large. His design was doubt- 
less to insinuate that the House spent a week about a 
trifling examination, which cost, the Colony One Hundred 
and Seventy-Five Pounds. This might raise a clamour, 
and this, I charitably believe, was Ins design. 

The next clause is remarkable ; he says, " In the next, 
many long and learned arguments were produced by the 
old leaven, the Republicans, urging the necessity of an 
Army to be immediately raised ; the matter was recom- 
mended to a Committee, consisting of the most inflamma- 
tory, who openly declare for independence." Such a 
high charge against the Committee ought to be supported 
by the strongest evidence; but the whole weight rests on 
the mere ipse dixit of an anonymous author. Should this 
dirty performance" gain any credit, what idea must the com- 
munity entertain of the Committee, and Assembly that 
appointed them ? He says, " They were Republicans, 
who openly declare for independence, i. e. such as disavow 
Monarchy, and admit no King to preside in the. State." 
Is this true ? I ask this vile calumniator whether he. ever 
heard any such doctrine advanced in that Assembly, or by 
the Members of it ? If so, let him support the charge, and 
give us his name ; otherwise he will be accounted a ma- 
licious defamer. Is a. Printer to be tolerated who charges 
the Representatives of a ColonyTvith treasonable princi- 
ples from an anonymous scribbler ? He ought to publish 
the name of his correspondent, or take the blame of this 
scurrilous accusation to himself. But I must inform him 
that the Committee consisted of gentlemen of the first 
character, for ability as well as loyalty, and firm attach- 
ment to the British Constitution. 

The Report of the Committee, and vote for a Petition to 
His Majesty, which next occur, 1 shall remark on hereafter. 
He then proceeds : " This Assembly, was a special one, 
called for the express purpose of raising six thousand 
men." How he obtained this intelligence I cannot con- 
jecture. Did the Governour mention it in his speech, or 
was it ever declared in the Upper or Lower House of As- 
sembly ? I am confident he never heard it from the first 
or the last, and cannot suppose .him a_ Member of the 
second ; whence, then, did he derive his intelligence of the 
express purpose? I presume it was a creatureTof his own 
morbid imagination. He next acquaints us, ''Two gen- 
tlemen went to Cambridge to consult the Provincial 
Congress." This, I conceive, was mentioned with a 
malevolent design towards them, in order to asperse their 
characters. That they were there is conceded ; but whether 
with a design to consult the Congress or not, is, I believe, 
mere conjecture. If that was really their errand, where is 
the crime? Is not America "engaged in supporting the 
Town of Boston 1 Is it then a-cxiine to consult them in 
affairs of common concern ? . __: 

He proceids : "jOur warm; sons of insisted on 

raising arTArmy in this Province,_ and, at any rate, drive 
the King's General out of this religious land." ~ This is 
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mere rant. No such thing was proposed in the Assembly 
(I am very certain) through the whole session. 

He subjoins : "A Letter, carrying with it in effect a Pe- 
tition, was sent down to the Lower House from the Upper 
House, addressed to Lord Dartmouth." A Letter was sent 
from the Upper Board to the Lower House, for their con- 
currence and approbation ; it was an answer to one re- 
ceived from Lord Dartmouth, and addressed to that 
Nobleman ; in this they declare the loyalty of themselves 
and the other Colonies to his present Majesty, and their 
concern at the claims of the British Parliament, which 
have occasioned so much anxiety among the Colonists ; 
they decently asserted our Constitutional rights, and con- 
doled the unhappy sufferers of Boston as a virtuous and 
loyal people ; in fine, they requested his Lordship's kind 
interposition with His Majesty for our relief. 

He concludes: "The Wasp immediately seized and 
clumsily attacked those parts of it which were calculated 
to restore harmony between Great Britain and America ; 
but he. was overruled, and returned home grievously dis- 
appointed." Whoever was designed by the Wasp, the 
epithet, c|umsy, is not so applicable to that insect as to his 
own dull performance. But here again he errs from the 
truth. When the Letter was read in the Lower House, 
sundry clauses were objected to. Though (in my opinion) 
the fair import of the Letter was unexceptionable, yet, as 
not only one, but several Members were of opinion that 
some expressions were too vague, and might be wrested to 
a noxious sense, they were cautious of making any seem- 
ing concessions of their indubitable rights. After some 
debate, a Committee was appointed from both Houses to 
make some amendments, which they did, by substituting 
more cautious and determinate expressions, and vary- 
ing rather the diction than sense ; when it passed the 
House (as I thought) without a dissent. So that instead 
of being overruled, as he falsely suggests, there was an 
amendment to the general acceptance ; and no one (I be- 
lieve) returned home grievously disappointed, except the 
author or his voucher. 

As to what he says. in this polite way, "that the Wasp 
clumsily attacked those parts of the Letter that were cal- 
culated to restore harmony between Great Britain and 
America :" no parts were attacked except such as I just 
noticed. Doubtless he war offended that, any corrections 
were made, and intended they should be understood in the 
noxiousj sense to which the House feared they might be 
wrested, else why is he angry with others for attacking 
those parts which, it was apprehended, might be taken in 
such a sense ? By such as might restore harmony, it is 
evident he designed such parts as might gratify the Minis- 
try, at the expense of 'our liberties. 

f promised to consider the Report of the Committee, 
and the vote for a Petition to His Majesty. The House 
considered at large the alarming situation of America; they 
professed their allegiance to his present Majesty, and firm 
resolution lo support our Constitutional liberties. They 
desire to live peaceable and loyal subjects to His Britarinick 
Majesty. But should violence essay to enslave them, they 
believe they are warranted by the example of G~reat Bri- 
tain and the Constitution itself, to defend themselves, and 
repel any lawless invasion - : Though they were well united 
in the grand principle of Constitutional liberty, yet it is no 
wonder, in this sad dilemma, if their councils were serious. 
After considerable debates on affairs the most interesting 
that ever were agitated in a Senate, the Committee with- 
drew, and framed a Bill, (as their author informs.) that the 
minds of the Assembly might be known. Every Article 
of this Bill was calmly debated ; and approving that for 
appointing General Officers, (sach as have been in some 
of the neighbouring Provinces for a long time,) the rest 
of the Bill was prudently dismissed. In these debates, a 
concern for the publick weal so far predominated over pri- 
vate resentment; that the whole was conducted with the 
greatest friendship and harmony, so that when a great part 
of the Bill was rejected, yet it seemed to be with a gene- 
ral approbation of t he Co mmittee themselves, as every 
one seemed inclined to pursue the most prudent advice, 
whethet^suggested byliimself or another, 

I now^pTOceed to consider the Petition to His Majesty : 
here our author fails of telling the whole truth. Mr. Riv- 
ington, the week before he published the extract now un- 
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der consideration, mentions this Petition as cause of great 
joy.* One would think from this, that the Colony had 
been in open rebellion, and was now returning to their 
duty; else why this, transport ? Did he never hear that 
this Colony petitioned their Sovereign before ? 1 can tell 
him they have repeatedly. Did not the Congress peti- 
tion ? He knows they did. Whence, then, this exulta- 
tion ? Doubtless he had an eye to those parts of the 
Letter which were calculated to restore harmony between 
Great Britain and America, which his correspondent in- 
formed him were clumsily attacked by the Wasp; but he 
returned home grievously disappointed. That this is mere 
fiction, I have shown before, But being deceived by his 
correspondent, he felt a glow of uncommon joy, which he 
could not conceal until he might publish the Letter. He 
thought, perhaps, Connecticut had made a compliment of 
her liberties to the Ministry ; and this he was impatient to 
publish. .. 

This Colony, ever attached to the present reigning 
family, did vote to prefer a Petition to His Majesty ; but 
on a little reflection, it was thought inexpedient at this 
juncture, as the Congress had petitioned in behalf of 
America in general, and they had not then heard what 
reception their Petition met with; and by some it was 
thought, in every such step we ought to advise with the 
other Colonies. In short, I have the satisfaction to see, 
that the very same reasons that the worthy Representatives 
of Pennsylvania offered their Governour as an excuse_ for 
not petitioning at present, prevailed on this Assembly to 
defer it to a future session. ......'. J „;.."J„ 

A Member of the Lower House -of Assembly. 



EXTRACT OT A LETTER FROM LONDON TO A GENTLEMAN 
IN VIRGINIA, DATED MARCH 10, 1775. 

Our political madness is still in its zenith, and we are 
consequently taking the most effectual measures that the 
wit or folly of man can devise to render America totally 
independent of this Country. You must, by this time, 
have heard of the Bill prohibiting the four New-England 
Governments from Fishing, &c. Another Bill is also in 
its motion, to confine Nevj-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land, Virginia, and South- Carolina, to trade no where 
but with Great Britain, Ireland, and the British West- 
Indies. By the long silence of the London Merchants, 
they were "considered as men not very serious in the busi- 
ness of America, (which was really the case, a very few 
excepted,) and have been treated with the utmost con- 
tempt ; and the Cabinet, owing to this dilatory conduct, 
haye had time to get every one of their plans confirmed by 
Parliament. Those of Glasgow sent up a very spirited 
Petition, but at the same time let Lord North know, by 
their Member, Lord F. Campbell, that they did not mean 
any opposition by it, but only to get credit in America. 
The Ministers seem' now convinced if America^ continues 
united, and perseveres in her Non-Importation ~and Non- 
Exportation scheme, it will, without one blow, distress the 
Nation so much that they must yield to the most humili- 
ating terms America can demand. TheLeTore, bribes, pen- 
sions, places, contracts, and all other arts, are attempted to 
divide the Colonies, particularly New-York; and by the 
most irritating measures they are provoking to blows, in 
hopes to rouse the resentment of the Naijon against Ame- 
rica, which is at present strong against themselves, and less 
than twelve months brings on their long-deserved fate. 
The way to defeat such diabolical schemes is to bear gvery 
thing that human nature can bear, and only, as common 
prudence directs, be prepared to resent any force or injury 
that may be offered. 1 wish this universally known. Your 
Governour, besides the parts of his letters published, and 
other parts transcribed to you, has written for five thousand 
Troops, or else he cannot stir in Virginia ; but they can- 

* We hear, from Connecticut, that last Friday, the Assembly of that 
Colony, after sitting ten days, adjourned to meet at Hartford, on the 
13th of April. The Printer has received many particulars oF their pro. 
ceedings, but they must be deferred, as they came too late for this 
week's paper ; we have only Toom to inform the publick, that a Letter 
was sent from the Upper Board for the approbation of the Cower 
House, addressed to Lord Dartmouth. It contains every mark of .loy- 
alty to the King, and carries with it, in effect, a Petition. The Housa 
of Assembly, by a groat majority, voted a petition to His Majesty, 
and a Committee was appointed to draw it up. The event haB afforded 
unspeakable satisfaction to the friends of our happy Constitution. 
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not even spare the ten thousand which Gage wrote for. 
The Address to the Soldiers had very great effect in Eng- 
land and Ireland.* 



ADDRESS OF THE INHABITANTS OF ANSON COUNTY, NORTH- 
CAROLINA, TO THE GOVERNOUR. . 

To His Excellency J osiaii Martin, E S( 1-, fy c - : 

Most Excellent Goternoue : Permit us, in behalf 
of ourselves, and many others of His Majesty's most duti- 
ful and loyal subjects within the County o[ Anson, to take 
the earliest opportunity of addressing your Excellency, and 
expressing sot abomination of the many outrageous at- 
tempts™noW forming on this side the Atlantick, against the 
peace and tranquillity of His Majesty's Dominions in North 
America, and to witness to your Excellency, by this out- 
Protest, a disapprobation and abhorrence of the many law- 
less combinations and unwarrantable practices actually car- 
rying on by a gross tribe of infatuated anti-monarchists in 
the several Colonies in these Dominions ; the baneful con- 
sequence of whose audacious contrivance can, in fine, only 
tend to extirpate the fundamental principles of all Govern- 
ment, and Illegally to shake off their obedience to, and de- 
pendance upon, the imperial Crown and Parliament of 
Great Britain; the infection of whose pernicious example 
being, already extended to this particular County, of which 
we now bear the fullest testimony. 

It is with the deepest concern (though with Infinite in- 
dignation) that we see in all publick places and papers dis- 
agreeable votes, speeches, and resolutions, said to be enter- 
ed into by our sister Colonies, in the highest contempt and 
derogation of the superintending power of the legislative 
authority of Great Britain. And we further, with sor- 
row, behold their wanton endeavours to vilify and arraign 
the honour and integrity of His Majesty's most honourable 
Ministry and Council, tending to sow the seeds of discord 
and sedition, in open violation of their duty and allegiance. 

We are truly invigorated with the warmest zeal and at- 
tachment in favour of the British Parliament, Constitution, 
and Laws, which our forefathers gloriously struggled to es- 
tablish, and which are now become the noblest birthright 
and 'inheritance of all Britannia's sons. We should be 
criminally wanting in respect and gratitude to the manes of 
those ancestors, and ill deserve the protection of that su- 
periour Parliamentary power, could we tamely suffer its 
authority to be so basely controverted and derided, without 
offering our protest to your Excellency against such igno- 
minious disobedience arid reproach ; for we consider that, 
under Divine Providence, it is solely upon the wisdom and 
virtue of that superiour legislative might that the safety of 
our lives and fortunes, and the honour and welfare of this 
Country, do most principally depend. 

Give us leave, therefore, Sir, to express our utter detes- 
tation and abhorrence of the late unjustifiable violation of 
publick commercial credit in the Massachusetts Govern- 
ment.. We protest against it with the utmost disdain, as 
the .wicked experiment of a most profligate and abandoned 
RepuBlican faction, whereby the general repose and tran- 
quillity of His Majesty's good subjects on this Continent are 
very much endangered and impaired. We think it indis- 

* Wittlamsburgh, Va., June 17, 1775. — It was with great surprise, 
and, I must, confess, with a good deal of concern, that I observed in Mr. 
Purdie's^G_az_ejtte, of the 9th instant, an extract of a letter from London, 
dated the IQth^QOfarcA last, which mentions, " that the Merchants 
of Glasgow, upon the present unhappy differences subsisting betwixt 
Great Britain md her. American Colonies, sent up a very spirited Peti- 
tion to Parliament, but at the same time let Lord North know, by their 
Member, Lprd freieriok Campbell, tiiat they did not mean any oppo- 
sition by it, 'but "only to get credit in America." The writer of this let- 
ter must Jiaw either been greatly misinformed, or actuated by interest 
or rcsantment; for from the most certain intelligence, I can assure the 
good people _of, this Colony that the Litter part of the paragraph men- 
tioned is equally false as it is injurious to the Morchahts of the City 
of Glasgow, and the gentlemen with whom they are connected in this 
Colony, No part of the Britisli Nation have exerted themselves with 

freater ~war,mth, and. I may truly add, with greater sincerity, than the 
IfircTianfe of Glasgow, for a restoration of that happy union so ardently 
wished foj by every true friend to America or Great Britain; and I am 
fully cohyhijed that every Merchant in this Colony views with the 
greatest abhorrence the very idea of such villanous, disingenuous, and 
umrifnty conduct, as the writer of the above letter charges them with. 
The greatest unanimity, gentlemen, is essentially necessary at this 
period, in this as well as -every other Colony in Ajnerica. Surely, then, 
our publick Printeraahonld be extremely careful to promote, by their 
publications, an object of such importance, and avoidT with' the greatest 
caution und resolution, every thing that may have a contrary effect. 

Mercatou. 



pensably necessary, and our duty at this alarming crisis, to 
offer this memorial and protest to your Excellency, against 
all such enthusiastick transgressions, (more especially the 
late ones committed by the common cause Deputies within 
this Province,) to the intent that it may be delivered down 
to posterity, that our hands were washed pure and clear of 
any cruel consequence, lest the woful calamities of a dis- 
tracted Country should give birth to sedition and insurrec- 
tion, fropa the licentiousness of a concert prone to rebellion. 

And we cannot omit expressing further to your Excel- 
lency, that we consider all such associations at this period 
of a very dangerous fatality against your Excellency's good 
Government of this Province, being calculated to distress 
the internal welfare of this Country, to mislead the unwary 
ignorant from the paths of their duty, and to entail de- 
struction upon us, and wretchedness upon our posterity. 

We do, most excellent Governour, with all obedience 
and humility, profess and acknowledge, in our consciences, 
that a law of the high Court of Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain is an exercise of the highest authority that His Majes- 
ty's subjects can acknowledge upon earth, and that we do 
believe it hath legal power to bind every subject in that 
land, and the dominions thereunto belonging. And we 
do, moreover, with all duty and gratitude, acknowledge 
and reverence in the utmost latitude an Act of Parliament 
made in the sixth year of the reign of his present most 
sacred Majesty, entitled " An Act for the better securing the 
dependance of His Majesty's Dominions, in America on the 
Crown and Parliament of Great Britain." 

And we do further beg leave to "express our detestation 
of the many scandalous and ignorant deliberations on the 
power of that Parliament "in the control of His Majesty's 
Provincial Charters. For could the doctrine of such un- 
ruly propositions possibly exist, or should their insolent at- 
tempt unhappily prevail, it must at once extinguish those 
Laws and that Constitution which are the glory of the Bri- 
tish Empire, and the envy ofall Nations around it. 

We are truly sensible that those invaluable blessings 
which we have hitherto enjoyed under His Majesty's aus- 
picious Government, can only be secured to us by the sta- 
bility of his Throne, supported and defended by the Bri- 
tish Parliament, the only grand bulwark and guardian of 
our civil and religious liberties. - ' 

Duty and affection oblige uS'furlher to express our grate- 
ful acknowledgments for the inestimable blessings flowing 
from such a Constitution. And we do assure your Excel- 
lency that Ave "are determined, by the assistance of Al- 
mighty God, in our respective stations, steadfastly to con- 
tinue His Majesty's loyal subjects, and to contribute all In 
our power for the preservation of the publick peace ; so 
that, by our unanimous example, we hope to discourage 
the desperate endeavours of a deluded multitude, and to, 
see a misled people turn again from thejr atrocious offences 
to a proper exercise of their obedience and duty. 

And we do furthermore assure your Excellency, that we 
shall endeavour to cultivate such sentiments in all those 
under our care, and to warm their breasts with a true zeal 
for His Majesty, and affection Tor his illustrious family. 
And may the Almighty God be pleased to direct his 
Councils, his Parliament, and all those in authority under 
him, that their endeavours may be for the advancement of 
piety, and the safety, honouiyand welfare of our Sovereign 
and his Kingdoms, that the malice of his enemies may be 
assuaged, and their evil designs confounded and defeated; 
so that all the world may be convinced that his sacred 
person, his Royal family, his Parliament, and our Country, 
are the special objects of Divine dispensation and Provi- 
dence. ~ ' " ■——_-_ ,_.=,- i: .__. .._:.: 

Signed by two hundred, and twenty-seven of the Inhabi- 
tants of the County of Anson. ' 



ADDRESS OF THE INHABITANTS OF EOVViN AND SURKY 
COUNTIES, NORTH-CAROLINA, TO THE GOVERNOUR. 

To His Excellency Josuh Martin, 4"C: 

Permit us, on the behalf of ourselves and many others of 
His Majesty's most dutiful subjects within the Counties of 
Rowan and Surry, to prote"st_against any person or per- 
sons, who may violate any of .'His Majesty's laws, or the 
peace .C^.this_SayernmentT. We.jtre t ruly invigorated with 
the wafrpfjOeal . and_attachment' to "the British Constitu- 
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tion and Laws, upon which our lives and fortunes, and the 
welfare of the Province now depend ; and utterly protest 
against meetings of people against the peace thereof, or 
any thing which may give birth to sedition and insurrection. 
We cannot but express to your Excellency that we consi- 
der all such associations, at this crisis, of a very dangerous 
fatality against your Excellency's good Government of this 
Province, and to distress the internal welfare of this Coun- 
try, and to mislead the unwary from the paths of their duty. 
And we do assure your Excellency that we are determin- 
ed, by the assistance of God, in our respective stations, to 
continue His Majesty's loyal subjects, and to contribute all 
in our power for the preservation of the publick peace, and 
that we shall endeavour to cultivate such sentiments in all 
those under our care, and warm their breast with a true 
zeal for His Majesty, and affection for his illustrious family. 

May the Almighty God direct his Council, his Parlia- 
ment, and all those under him, that their endeavours may 
be for the advancement of piety, and the safety, honour, 
and welfare of our Sovereign and his Kingdoms, that the 
malice of his enemies may be assuaged, ..their evil designs 
confounded and defeated, so that the whole world may see 
his sacred person, our laws, and Country, are the special 
objects of Divine dispensation and Providence. 

Signed by one hundred, and ninety-five of the Inhabi- 
tants of the Counties of Rowan and Surry. 



ADDRESS OF THE INHABITANTS OF GUILFORD COUNTY, 
NORTH-CAROLINA, TO THE GOVERNOUR. 

To His Excellency Josiah Martin, fyc. : 

We, His Majesty's most loyal subjects of the County of 
Guilford, and Province of North- Carolina, beg leave to 
lay before your Excellency, that we hold in open detesta- 
tion all illegal and unwarrantable proceedings against His 
Majesty's crown and dignity. That whereas there is a 
general dispute between His Majesty and the Colonies of 
America, past our knowledge to determine what the event 
may be, we therefore hold a firm attachment to His Majes- 
ty King George the Third, his crown and dignity-; and we 
being a poor and unhappy people, lying under the reflec- 
tion of. the late and unhappy insurrection, we therefore 
have taken this opportunity to show forth our loyalty to 
His Majesty and his lawful commands ; and for. further 
confirmation hereto ^subscribe our names, as maintaining our 
rights under a legaj authority. 

Signed by one hundred and sixteen of the Inhabitants 
of the County o/* Guilford. 



DECLARATION OF INHABITANTS OF BROOK-HAVEN, SUF- 
FOLK COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

Brook-Haven, March 10, 1775. 

Whereas, Major Benjamin Floyd, was mentioned in Mr. 
Hugh Game's Paperof the 6th of February, as having 
got a number of subscribers to a certain Petition, said to be 
signed to the General Assembly of this Province :* Where- 
fore we desire to inform the publick, that whereas, he, the 
said Benjamin Floyd and Joseph Denton did carry about 
this Town a paper, calling of it a Petition" to the General 
Assembly of this . Province, and did earnestly urge and 
persuade all .that they could to sign the same, calling of 
it a good thing, and telling people that it was to support 
the laws of the Province, which was likely soon to fail; 
and that it was: an instrument well drawn, and the best 
calculated fpr that purpose: And as we, the subscribers, 
did, by their persuasions, without having a proper know- 
ledge of the design of said instrument, sign our names 
to the same ; "but as w_e since have, learned that the said 
instrument, called a Petition, was designed and is calcu- 
lated, as we think, to make divisions and disagreement 
between the Legislative authority, viz: the Governour, 
the Council, and General Assembly, and the common- 
alty of the good people of this Provice, with respect to 

* We hear from Brook-Haven, Suffolk County, that Major Benjamin 
Floyd found, on a strict inquiry, one hundred good. men in the first 
Company of that Township, to support the King and his Government ; 
but no bfficernyotild jorn ~him___ab oye the rank.oT . Sergea nt. All the 
above parsons; signed a 'P etition to the General Assembly, expressing 
that, th.syTwfiT entirely. ab.ulej by thg oldConstitutlorij viz : The Gover- 
nour, Council, and Ge rresrjJL Assem bly of this Pr ovince, without any 
regard to.the prrrTOedinre-Trrrd determinat ions of the Continental Con» 



the observing of the Counsels and Resolves of our worthy 
Delegates, recommended in Continental Congress for the 
good people of this Province to observe, as being the most 
likely method to obtain a redress of our publick grievances; 
and we do hereby publickly declare our dislike and disap- 
probation of said pretended Petition, and of all such instru- 
ments as may have a like tendency to make divisions 
and parties among the good people of this Province. In 
witness whereof, we have hereunto signed our names. 

N..B. — The reader will please to note that the above 
is a true copy of what is now carrying about in the Town- 
ship of Brook-Haven, and to which a considerable number 
have signed, (of those that subscribed the pretended Pe- 
tition above alluded to,) whose example, it is not doubted, 
will be followed by many more. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON, TO A GENTLEMAN 
IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED MARCH 11, 1775. 

You have herewith enclosed some of the late English 
papers, and a peculiar fiery piece called the Crisis, wrote 
professedly in favour of Liberty and America, and which, 
from its freedom, has suffered martyrdom at Westminster 
and the Exchange, by order of a prostituted Parliament. 

The plan of this accursed Ministry is, to divide and 
govern, in hopes of completing their principle of slavery, 
by the base advantages and preferences now held out to 
New- York, North- Carolina, and Georgia. Surely Ameri- 
cans must see. through the flimsy texture, and nobly spurn 
at the offer ! I cannot suffer myself to believe that these 
Provinces will desert the cause of liberty, by accepting the 
ignoble Commerce offered to them by this abhorred Par- 
liament. But should it be the unhappy case, which God 
forbid, why then, let all the rest of America unite in a 
firm determination never to trade or have any connection 
with them again. With what contempt ought the base 
majority of the Neio-York Assembly to be, held ! Have 
they not been honoured with that disapprobation, to wit : 
Tarring and Feathering 1 It ought to be administered as 
a determent to others. For if that defection had not. hap- 
pened, we had the utmost reason to expect other measures 
would have been adopted than these villanous Acts passed 
and passing. But for the satisfaction of my countrymen, 
let me assure them, that if they will but steadily abide by 
the Resolutions of the Congress, this hateful Ministry must 
retire ; and then, under the auspices of the wide-expanded 
soul of Chatham, his noble conciliatory plan of a union 
must be adopted, and that, in spite of open enemies, or 
the more concealed and dangerous ones lurking under the 
specious title of moderation, we shall be free for ever. 

It gives every friend to American liberty the greatest 
satisfaction to find Doctor Franklin will return by the 
April Packet ; for his long acquaintance with the machina- 
tions of this infamous. Administration will enable him to 
spirit up the lukewarm, and confirm the Patriot, as well in 
the Congress as throughout America. 

Once more, let the Americans be united, and they shall 
obtain the glorious prize; J)ut if they divide, they are irre- 
trievably ruined. - 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED IN PHILADELPHIA, . 
DATED LONDON, MARCH.H, 1775. 

My zeal for the liberties of America will not let me 
rest ; I think those valuable blessings are more in danger 
than ever, and I therefore warn my friends of it, and your- 
self in particular. -., 

I am well assured that the Americans are not to be inti- 
midated by force, and that they are prepared to oppose 
force to force, if violent measures should be openly and 
steadily pursued ; but I am fearful that they may be lulled 
asleep by the insidious arts of Administration. The des- 
picable junto that govern all our publick proceedings have 
at length discovered their errour, and that theliostile mea- 
sures they have begun with, haves united the Colonies in 
one common bond, which they were taught to believe 
would produce a 'contrary effect ; and they are now. shifting 
their battery — conciliatory steps are continually talked off, 
ami an abatement of their demands is echoed by every 
tool in office. 

Beware of this snake in the grass, and give no credit to 
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any pacifick proposals, till you have a certain and total 
disavowal of all their unconstitutional claims. 

You will have heard, before this reaches you, of that 
infamous and cruel bill, which we call the Fishery Bill ; 



however, I don't despair that it will ultimately succeed, 
and it will be a glorious declaration of our principles, by 
the most undoubted touchstone. 



■~ which , I take upon me to say, was, in its original dress, as 
black a bill as ever was brought into a British Parliament. 
It is true they have softened it from reading to reading, by, 
various salvos and exceptions, but all tending to divide. 
The Quakers of Nantucket have been excepted, on Pe- 
tition from the Society here ; and there are to be other 
exceptions fn favour of those who are willing to subscribe 
to certain secret compacts, which, are yet kept in the breast 
of the Ministry, but which, I take it, are somewhat of the. 
same nature of those made formerly between the Devil 
and his adherents, by which, for some trifling gratification 
(and in which they were commonly deceived) they sold 
themselves to everlasting slavery. 

Our Parliament have also another bill before them, call- 
ed a Conciliatory Bill ; the purport of which amounts to 
this : that if any of the Colonies on the arrival and publi- 
cation of said Bill shall agree to tax themselves to such 
an amount as the Parliament shall approve, (which money 
is also to be under the direction of Parliament) that such 
Colonies shall be taken into favour, and the Penal Acts 
suspended ; but which are still to remain as a rod hanging 
over .them, to be used as occasion shall requjre. , 

And a. third bill is also in agitation, which is to include 
all the disobedient Colonies in the same predicament as the 
Massachusetts, viz : to prohibit their exports to any other 
parts than Great Britain, Ireland, and the West-Indies. 

I should inform you that New- York is not in this list. The 
late Resolves of their Assembly have been very grateful 
incense to the. nostrils of our Ministry ; and though, in my 
opinion, a matter of little consequence, yet they have 
afforded great triumph and exultation, and have given an 
opening to favour that Colqny at the expense of the rest. 
But I trust that the majority, even of that City, are 
with us, and that they will maintain the Non-Importation 
Agreement, in its utmost rigour. And now I am on this 
tdpick, let me advise you of one loophole, where the 
enemy may attempt to come in. The King's Ships that 
are now preparing, both the Men-of-War and the Trans- 
ports, will be in some degree freighted with European 
Goods — great quantities are getting ready ; this you may 
depend on. I speak on the best authority, though per- 
haps not on my own certain knowledge ; for I would have 
it understood that I would not execute an order for the best 
friend I have for, those purposes. 

Our Merchants and Traders in this City have had 
several publick meetings, and have made such application 
to .the governing powers as they thought would produce 
the mpst^ salutary effects ; or rather, (if I may express 
myself without. reserve,) such application as they could all 
concur in ; for it must be confessed, and indeed it cannot 
be concealed, that a very considerable part, though not the 
majority of the Merchants and Traders, are averse to. the 
Americans. 

la short, your cause is not a favourite cause in this 
Kingdom, as I believe I have already wrote you. Having 
submitted, in some degree, to slavery ourselves, we do not 
so fully feel the distress it may occasion in others ; and 
partly through interest, partly through prejudice, and 
partly through ignorance, I fear the majority are against 
you. But I wish you not to be disheartened, since, to say 
the worst, you have a most 'respectable minority; a mi- 
nority that will never give up your cause, if you do not 
desert it yourselves; nay, some of us, as I know, will 
maintain your rights, though you should be so base to 
barter them for a mess of pottage. - 

I can assure you that, exclusive of those publick and 
Constitutional Societies already established, some others 
are forming, tor the avowed purpose of supporting British 
and American liberty ; and I make no doubt that some 
good will happen from these associations ; the English arc 
slow in resentment, as in deliberation ; but they are deter- 
mined in the prosecution of either when they once en- 
gage. 

We have already commenced a publick subscription for 
the relief of the sufferers in Boston; some handsome 
sums have already been subscribed ; but, as yet, it wants 
the usual enthusiasm that accompanies things of this sort ;' 



ORANGE COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

March 11, 1775. 

An accusation being lodged with the Committee of 
Orange County against Francis Moore, Jun., of his hav- 
ing violated the Eighth Article of the Continental Asso- 
ciation, by gaming - : the said.iWoore was cited, and appeared 
before the Commilteeconvened February 23, 1775. The 
testimony of a witness, as well as the confession of the 
accused, convinced the Committee that the charge was 
well founded; but Mr. Moore gave such evidence of his 
penitence, and intention to observe the Association strictly 
for the future, and alleging, moreover, that he was not 
thoroughly aware of the extent of the prohibition con- 
tained in that article, that the Committee think it proper 
to readmit him into the number of friends to the publick 
cause, till a second transgression. . ' 

It need scarcely be added, that this mitigation of the 
punishment prescribed in the Eleventh Article, proceeds 
from a desire to distinguish penitent and submissive, from 
refractory and obstinate offenders. _"- " 

Francis Taylor, Clerk. 



EXTRACT 0F A LETTER FROM BOSTON TO A GENTLEMAN IN 
NEW-YORK, DATED MARCH 12, 1775. " 

Last Monday Doctor Warren delivered an Oration 
against the effects "of Standing Armies in free Govern- 
ments, &.c. There was a prodigious concourse of people 
present, and amongst them, in the most conspicuous part 
of the house, about forty Officers. The oration was spi- 
rited, yet free from particular reflections on mercenary 

Troops. ' ": ~ 

The red-coated "gentry behaved with tolerable decency 
till after the Doctor had finished ; when, taking exception 
at the words of the vote that was put for the appointment 
of an orator for the next year, one of them CTjed out fie! 
fie! — This exclamation was seconded by two or thrpe 
others; and the people thinking that it was the cry of 
fire, great confusion was occasioned; many of the women 
jumped out of the windows, and. much mischief would 
have ensued, had not the gentlemen, in the desk very 
strenuously exerted themselves to restore quiet, which, 
after some time, they effected. 

The pronouncing this oration must be construed as a 
publick affront to Mr. Gage in both his stations — as Gen- 
eral of the Army and Governour of the Province. In the 
first, as it was a reflection, in general, on Standing Armies 
in time of peace ; and in the other, as it was in a Town . 
Meeting, held directly contrary to an' Act of Parliament; 
to enforce which, His Excellency came to Boston. Nor 
is it a small proof of the spirit of the inhabitants, who, in 
defiance of a Fleet and Army, with the muzzles of their 
guns at their doors, dared to tell them that they were an 
illegal body of men, and the tools, of tyrants. ./ 

We had a most extraordinary exhibition here last Thurs- 
day. As the populace of Boston Tiad thought fit to 
repeal the tarring and feathering act, the King's Troops 
have thought fit to revive the said statute ; and in conse- 
quence of such a determination, gave ns a specimen of. a 
Royal mob. The Soldiers have been encouraged by their 
Officers to take every method of tricking the unwary. 
An honest countryman, on Wednesday, was inquiring for a 
firelock; a Soldier heard him, and told him, he had one 
which he would sell. Away goes the ignoramus,' and 
after paying the Soldier very honestly for the gun (which 
was only an old one, without a lock) was walking off, 
wheri half a dozen seized him, and hurried the poor fellow 
away under guard, for breach of the Act against trading 
with the Soldiers ; and after keeping him. in duress all 
night, the next morning, instead oLcarrying him before a 
Magistrate, who, on complaint, wgtjl'd" have firje.d him, (as 
has been the £ase in several JnstMces,) the Officers con- 
demned thejnan, without a hearing, to be larredand fea- 
theredj which was accordingly executed. After stripping 
him_nai_g^an r d r _ covering him witfOaLand feathers, they 
mounfedjijm upon a one-horse truck, and surrounding the 
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truck with a guard of twenty Soldiers with fixed bayonets, 
accompanied with all the drums and fifes of the Regiment, 
(Forty-Seventh) and a number of Officers, Negroes, Sailors, 
&tc, exhibited him as a spectacle through the principal 
streets of the Town. They fixed a label on the man's 
back, on which was wrote, "American Liberty, or a spe- 
cimen of Democracy" and, to add to the insult, they 
played Yankee doodle. 

O Britain ! How art thou fallen ! Is it not enough 
that British Troops, who were once the terrour of France 
and Spain, should be made the instruments of butchering 
thy children; but must they descend also to exploits too 
infamously dirty for any but the meanest of the mobility to 
practise ? What a wretched figure will the Boston expe- 
dition hereafter make in the historick page ! 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON TO A GENTLEMAN 
IN VIRGINIA, DATED MARCH 13, 1775. 

I did myself the pleasure of writing you the first of this 
month, and then sent you a copy of such part of the Earl 
of Dunmore's Letter to Lord Dartmouth as had been laid 
before both Houses of Parliament ; since which time 1 have 
had an opportunity of knowing the secret part of his Lord- 
ship's Letter which was not laid before Parliament ; and as 
it particularly "marks his character as Governour of Virgi- 
nia, in reference to the good people of that brave Colony, 
and will, I trust, be so instructive to the Members of their 
House of Burgesses as never hereafter to confide in him, 
but to consider and "treat him as their confirmed enemy, 
I beg that you will use the best and speediest means to 
communicate it to them, as I pledge myself to you for the 
truth of the information. 

After Lord Dunmore had given his uncandid represen- 
tation of Virginia, as transmitted to you on the first of this 
month, he proceeded warmly to recommend to Lord Dart- 
mouth that some Men-of-War should be stationed in Chesa- 
peake Bay, to prevent the Virginians from carrying on 
any external trade except with this Country ; and that all 
communication might be cut off between them and the 
Northern Colonies, he advised that some Sloops or Ten- 
ders should be placed in Chester and Sassafras Rivers; 
and as he observed that the Council as well as the House 
of Burgesses, and almost every person of fortune and con- 
sideration in the Colony, except the Attorney General, 
were as deeply engaged as the inferiour planters in factious 
associations and plans of resistance, great outrages and dis- 
orders would soon take place among them, from a want of 
a regular distribution of law ; and therefore he strongly 
urged the King's Ministers, as a sure method to increase 
these disorders, and which, in the end, he asserted, could, 
not fail to produce Petitions from the rich praying the 
protection of this Legislature, that His Majesty would, 
without delay, order himself and all the other Executive 
Officers of Virginia, to withdraw from thence. 

This, I faithfully assure you, is the secret counsel of Lord 
Dunmore. Can you, therefore, my dear sir, wonder that 
Administration persevere in their ruinous and despotick 
system of American politicks ? Be you firm, however, in 
your wise Resolutions of Non-Importation, Non-Exporta- 
tion, and Non-Consumption, and to these add an immedi- 
ate accomplishment in the art of war, and in the end you 
will establish the rights of America upon an immovable 
basis. But you must first make the luxurious proud peo- 
ple of tins Kingdom feel the want of your Commerce and 
affection, before they will "do you any degree of justice. 



motion, which will have reached you before this comes to 
hand. A motion which, at first, nobody could compre- 
hend ; a motion couched in such cabalistical terms, on pur- 
pose to confound the understandings of mankind, but which, 
when understood, was found to contain nothing of the least 
healing tendency, only calculated to separate and divide 
the Colonies from each other. Divide et impera is an old 
adage, and now they are in hopes of practising it with suc- 
cess amongst you. The Ministry, indeed, begin to plume 
themselves already on their success in this way. The 
proceedings at New-York, and the last advices from Gene- 
ral Gage, flatter them exceedingly that the seeds of dis- 
sension are growing very fast even in the New-England 
Provinces. How far this is true, a - little time will disco- 
ver ; in the meantime military operations are carrying on 
with the same. zeal as. before. The Troops are to be sent, 
and a Bill is ordered into Parliament for restraining not 
only the New-England Fishery, but another to stop the 
Trade of all the Colonies except New-York, North- Caro- 
lina, and Georgia, which they hope will declare on the 
side of Government, in consideration of which particular 
indulgences will be granted them. Whatever these in- 
dulgences may be, I have no doubt they will only be of a 
temporary nature till Government has got a firm footing. 

I have told you before that your salvation is in your own 
hands, if you will be but firm and unanimous. You have 
but to adhere closely to your Non-Importation and Npn- 
Exportation Agreement. If there was danger before of 
your disunion, I cannot help hoping that this last restrain- 
ing Bill will come in aid, in order to link you closer to 
each other. It comes now to be tried what materials you 
are made of. If you have not virtue enough to withstand 
this attack, you will become a scorn and a laughing stock 
to all the world, a reproach to human nature,; and depend 
upon it the burdens that will be laid upon you will be in 
proportion to the temper you have shown to resist them. 
I shall not attempt to point out. any particular modes of 
proceeding ; these, I trust, will be concerted with w T isdom, 
firmness, and resolution. Be assured the good of the com- 
munity at large is not the object certain persons in pow 7 er 
have in view; they mean to make you beasts of burden, 
or, as the Congress have very properly expressed it, 
"hewers of wood and drawers of water;"- but I hope you 
are all of their mind in this respect. You perhaps ima- 
gine that Government is nothing more than a power dele- 
gated in a few for the good of the whole,' If you think 
that this is the opinion of the people m'power, you are 
very much mistaken ; they think that the community at 
large are to labour, toil, and sweat, "in order to maintain a 
few gre'at people wallowing in luxury, idleness, extrava- 
gance, and all manner of debauchery. If the present mea~- 
sures succeed, depend upon it you will have tax-gatherers 
in various shapes swarming in upon you in abundance. 
If you patiently submit, there will be none to pity you. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON TO A GENTLEMAN 
IN MARYLAND, DATED MARCH 13, 1775. 

I wrote you by Captain Falconer, since which some 
very material changes have happened in the state of po- 
litical affairs. The Minister, finding a general discontent 
take place on account of the measures pursuing with regard 
to America, and in order to save the Stocks, which began 
to give way, gave out that he intended to extend the olive 
branch tothe people on your side the water. The very 
sound exhilarated the minds of the people here ; the Funds 
immediately recovered, and the people began to conclude 
that every thing would soon be settled in an amicable 
way. And what was this olive branch ?.. Nojjiing but the 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON TO A GENTLEMAN 
IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED MARCH 13, 1775. 

The people in general are much alarmed at the mea- 
sures now pursuing; and I have no doubt that when they 
come to feel the effects of your Non-Import and Non-Ex- 
port Resolutions, their resentment will break forth with 
great violence. The City of London and all the great 
trading and manufacturing Cities and Towns, are exceed- 
ingly averse to the present proceedings, and apprehensive 
of the worst consequences. ~ J_. -".-.:■ 

The Ministry are sensible of and declare the dangers 
and difficulties of their undertaking. But they are encour-r 
aged to the attempt by a firm persuasion of success in cor- 
rupting New-York and intimidating New-England. Did 
they believe the Americans would be united and firm, I am 
sure they would not venture upon" coercive measures". 
Even as it is, should the seduction of the one and the. in- 
timidation of the other not produce a" "general relaxation of 
your Resolutions, they will be disposed to accommodate 
rather than risk a serious and determined opposition. For 
you must remember that the resolute fare they put on is 
merely on supposition that if pushed you will submit. 
But should the whole Continent appear firm and. deter- 
mined, should their seducing and intimidating schemes 
prove abortive, depend upon_it that they must submit to 
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what you ask. Their plans are calculated for immediate 
operation, and one year's perseverance on yotfr part will 
totally and entirely defeat them. I have the most abso- 
lute trust that the virtue of our countrymen will support a 
resolute resistance, and I therefore look forward to your 
success with entire confidence. The Ministerial language 
is, the unconditional submission of the Colonies, But if 
you. are firm, faithful, and united, the unconditional sub- 
mission will be theirs. 

By whatever means you can keep the Assembly of 
New- York from deserting, even by out-bidding the Min- 
istry, it will be worth the purchase; for nothing will more 
effectually damp their hopes than the declaration of the 
Assembly of that Province in favour of the Congress. 
They have therefore despatched emissaries to exert every 
effort of corruption there by bribery and places for indi- 
viduals, endowments for the College, and the establishment 
of Royal Docks, Arsenals, &c, in the City. 

A reinforcement of two thousand men at .the utmost is 
to be sent to General Gage, and four Hegiments to New- 
York. They will probably arrive the latter end of May. 

The Bill lor prohibiting the Commerce and Fishery of 
tlxe Neil*- England Provinces has passed the Commons, 
and leave is given to bring in a Bill to extend the prohibi- 
tion to all the Colonies, New- York, North-Carolina, and 
Georgia excepted. They are determined you shall live 
within yourselves, which, if you can effect, your triumph 
is secure. 



/BALTIMORE (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation at Balti- 
more, the 13th of March, 1775. Present, forty-eight 
Members. 

Captain Henry Tickle, of the Brig Henry and Joseph, 
from Liverpool, addressed to Mr. George Woohey, ap- 
peared and reported on oath his cargo, consisting of five 
thousand one hundred and thirty-three bushels of British 
Salt, six half-crates of Earthen-ware, and one hogshead of 
Rum for ship-stores ; and further made oath " that he had 
not broken bulk or landed any part of his cargo since his 
arrival in this Province." 

Captain George Woohey, the Consignee of the afore- 
said Vessel, made oath that he hath not, nor hath any per- 
son by his order, or with his privity or consent, unladen or 
taken out any part of the cargo imported in said Vessel 
since her arrival. 

Ordered, That notice be given to Dr. John Stevenson, 
that the Committee requests his attendance with Captain 
William Moat, of the Brig Sally, at two o'clock, .P. M. - 

The Committee proceeded to consider the state of the 
Biig Henry and Joseph, and of the cargo imported in the 
same. " ■ - -- . 

Resolved unanimously, That the said cargo be not 
landed.; 

Upon application made by Captain Woolsey to the Com- 
mittee, for leave to reship the cargo of the Brig Henry and 
Joseph; and on Captain Woolsey his engaging that the 
said cargo shall not be landed in any part of North America, 
between Nova- Scotia and Georgia ; and on his' further 
engagement, that the master of the Vessel in which the 
said cargo is to be reshipped, shall engage on oath, that he 
will. not (unless compelled to do so by stress of weather) 
land the same within the parts before limited ; and that he 
will produce a certificate from the place where the said 
carco shall be landed, of the landing of the same : 
- Resolved, That leave be given agreeable to the above. 

Doctor John Stevenson, with Captain William Moat, 
' attending agreeable to notice ; 

The Chairman acquainted them that information was 

made, to the Committee, that the cargo o.f Salt imported in 

• the Brig Sally, or part thereof, had been unladen, contrary 

to. the Resolution of the Committee made the sixth instant. 

Doctor Stevenson ueclared that, apprehending the Reso- 
lution entered into by the Committee on the sixth instant 
did not prohibit bim._from shipping the Salt to any other 
part of this Province^br Virginia, he had, in consequence 
of such opinion, shipped a quantity on board four Bay 
crafts, to be disposed of for his account ; that no part of the 
said Salt had been landed in Baltimore County; that he 



will deliver into the Committee the names of the skippers 
of the several crafts, and will return an account of the pro- 
ceeds of the Salt, and the same will freely give for the re- 
lief of the poor of Boston; and that the .remainder of the 
Salt now on board the said Brig shall not be landed in any 
part of America, between Nova-Scotia and Georgia : And 
Captain William Moat, having declared on oath, that the 
remainder of the Salt now on board the Brig shall not be 
landed within the limits aforesaid : 

Resolved by the Committee, that the said apology be 
accepted. 

Information being made to the Committee, that many 
misrepresentations of the proceedings of the Continental 
Congress had been made, with a view to lessen the influ- 
ence which the Association drawn, entered into, and recom- 
mended by them, justly merited, and had almost universally 
obtained ; and it appearing to the Committee that such 
misrepresentations are made by artful, designing, and 
wicked men, to divide the people, and defeat the mea- 
sures now wisely pursued for the preservation of American 
liberty : _ . , . 

Resolved unanimously, That it is the duty of this Com- 
mittee, and of every member thereof, and that we will col- 
lectively and severally persevere to carry strictly into exe- 
cution the Association of the Continental Congress, and 
enforce an observance of jhe same; and that any attempt 
to defeat such purpose will, with its author, be exposed to 
the publick. 

The Congress, by the Third Article of Association, hav- 
ing recommended the disuse of all East-India Teas ; the 
Committee request that their Constituents, in their several 
families, will strictly adhere to this resolution ; and, however 
difficult the disuse of any article which custom has. rendered 
familiar, and to many almost necessary, may be, yet they 
are induced to hope the ladies will cheerfully acquiesce in 
this self-denial, and thereby evince to the world a love to 
their friends, posterity, and Country. 
- A very extraordinary arrangement having been lately 
made in the Magistracy of this County, the Committee 
reflecting on the conclusions which may probably be drawn 
from it in distant places to the disadvantage of the gentle- 
men superseded, cheerfully embrace, the opportunity afford- 
ed by the present meeting, to testify in favour of their con- 
duct While they were in office. From personal acquaint-, 
ance, we know them to have been irreproachable, in pri- 
vate, fai.thful and impartial in publick. life; and deservedly 
entitled to the thanks of the whole County, for the con- 
scientious discharge of the trust reposed in them. 

Resolved, therefore, unanimously, That this. Committee 
ought, and we hereby do, in our own names, and in the 
.names of our constituents," sincerely thank those worthy 
gentlemen, whose abrupt dismission, with all the circum- 
stances attending it, does them the greatest honour. They 
return to a private station with the general approbation of 
the County, and the pleasing satisfaction of having honour- 
ably acquitted themselves of their obligations during their 
continuance in office. Their dismission is a real loss; it is 
the more to be regretted as, from the manner of it, we can 
hardly expect that any of equal worth and character will 
hereafter be prevailed on to undertake the troublesome, un- 
profitable employment, now rendered distasteful to men of 
independent spirit and firmness ; and evidently exposing 
them to unmerited insult. 

Charles Ridgely, Chairman. 

A true copy from the -minutes. 

Robert Alexander, Sec^y pro tern. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN HARFORD 
COUNTY, IN MARYLAND, TO HIS FRIEND IN PHILADEL- 
PHIA, DATED MARCH 13, 1775. 

I was last week at Baltimore, where I. was witness to a 
manoeuvre in Government which has greatly astonished 
and alarmed the people. It is nothing less than almost a 
total revolution in the Magistracy, which, we hear," is to be 
executed throughout the Province. The reason of this 
unprecedented stretch of power is: now easilyunderstood, 
the Magistrates_of this Province being, in general, firmly 
attached. to. the. liberties of their Country, *~and resolved 
strictly to adhere to the determination of the Congress. 
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Those of Baltimore County were men of firm and inde- 
pendent spirits, having nothing to hope, and nothing to fear 
from Government, and were highly acceptable to the peo- 
ple for their faithful and unwearied attendance on publick 
business. During the sitting of Court, which was last 
week, a rumour was spread abroad that a new commission 
was expected, and some of the old Magistrates were said to 
be dismissed, and a set of men introduced in their places, 
the very mentioning of whose names was looked upon as 
a burlesque on Magistracy. The commission, however, 
was produced in Court, and read, when it was found that 
nine of the oldest and best Magistrates were left out, and 
eleven others named, some of whom had never been heard 
of by the people, and others but' too well known for their 
uniform opposition to every measure that has been adopted 
for the preservation of American freedom. The astonish- 
ment, contempt, and indignation, which were visible in the 
countenance of all present," gave disagreeable apprehen- 
sions lest some violence should succeed ; but temperate 
resentment was adopted, and will be pursued. 

No reason was alleged for such a violent insult on the 
Bench, nor could at first be conjectured. The Magistrates 
who were thus disgracefully dismissed had been earnestly 
solicited to engage in the business, and often refused, but 
at length, out of respect to the Governour, and desirous 
that the publick peace and good Government might be 
maintained, they were prevailed on to act, and accordingly 
executed their trust with great fidelity, much to the satis- 
faction of the people, and with evident detriment to their 
own private affairs. The affront that was designed has 
totally failed of its intended effect; for it was soon known 
that the honour of their dismission was procured by the vilest 
means of a contemptible junto in Baltimore Town, who 
are incurably inimical to the rights of Americans, and the 
veriest tools of Government. Their number and charac- 
ters are exceedingly trifling; but they have found means, by 
the lowest sycophantism, to attach themselves to men who 
have the ear of our too easy Governour, and by the basest 
calumnies jand suggestions, have brought about this change 
so irritating to the people. The better to conceal their 
insidious design, some of the good old Magistrates were 
permitted to keep their stations a little longer, till the tyros 
should be fixed securely in their seats ; then it was not 
doubted but they were to follow their brethren. But these 
gentlemejv, seeing through the flimsy veil, with a proper 
and becoming spirit rejected the bait, and nobly threw up 
their commissions", refusing to countenance such unworthy 
treatmeiifof their brethren, or associate with men whose 
political principles they detested. 

Two of the. youngest Justices in the old commission 
were made of the quorum in the new; and whether they 
were childisHly tickled with this trifling distinction, or had 
been tampered with, is not certainly known ; but, to the 
mortification and grief of their friends, they were prevailed 
on to qualify, by which they have shaken their credit 
greatly with their countrymen. They were, indeed, men 
of merit, and esteemed by the people, and inadvertently 
engaged in this dirty business, not discovering the real 
' design of the manoeuvre, or adverting to : the general char- 
acters of the men who were placed by their sides. It is 
thought they will yet resign, and thus regain the confidence 
of their countrymen ; for the refusing or accepting of a seat 
on this courtly Bench is now, very justly, made a criterion, 
by which to know a man's political principles. He that 
refuses, acts consistently, and exhibits an unequivocal 
proof of his unshaken attachment to his Country; he that 
accepts cannot hope that any declarations of his own will 
wipe off" a well-founded suspicion that he is at least a 
negative character. 

I may, perhaps, by another opportunity, give you a 
specifick description of the individuals who compose this 
right worshipful group. Indeed, they are in general below 
contempt, having no respect or authority among the people, 
and I bear, are daily insulted in the streets, and lampooned 
from all quarters. Can it be expected that men who are 
the contempt and detestation of the people, will ever be 
able to keep peace and good order in the community? 
These a re~th e blessed effects of that arbitrary spirit of 
GovernnrenLwhich, issuing from a polluted source, have 
descendedJvyith increased contaminations_to die remotest 
departments of office. - - ■- 



DELAWARE ASSEJrBLY. . 

Morula}', March 13, 1775. 
The House met at New- Castle, pursuant to their adjourn- 
ment, [on the 26th of October last,] and adjourned till to- 



morrow morning, ten o'clock. 



Tuesday, March 14, 1775. 

Messrs. George Read, Thomas McKean, and John 
Clark, Members of this House, who were absent at the 
beginning of this session, now appeared in the House, took 
and subscribed the usual qualifications, and took their seats 
accordingly. ■ s: 

Mr. McKean informed the House, that the late Repre- 
sentatives of the Freemen of this Government met in 
Convention at New-Castle, on the first and second days of 
August last, and among other things nominated and ap- 
pointed the Honourable Casar Rodney, Esq., George 
Read, Esquire, and himself, or any 'two of them, Deputies 
or Delegates on the part and behalf of this Government, 
in a General Continental Congress, then proposed to be 
held at the City of Philadelphia, on the ftcsl Monday in 
September following, or at any other time or place that might 
be generally agreed on, then and there to consult and 
advise with the Deputies from the other Colonies, and", to 
determine upon all such prudent and lawful measures -as 
'might be judged most expedient for the Colonies imme- 
diately and unitedly to adopt, in order to obtain relief for 
an oppressed people, and the redress of olir general griev- . 
ances ; the proceedings of which Convention he delivered 
in at the table, and the same were, by order, read. 

He then proceeded to inform the JTouse, that they, the 
said Casar Rodney, George Read, and himsejf, repaired 
to the City of Philadelphia, according to appointment, 
and that the Congress had agreed tt>the several particulars 
contained in a printed pamphlet, intituled," The Journal 
of the Proceedings of the Congress held at Philadelphia, 
September 5th, 1774," and certified to be a genuine .and 
"exact copy of the original by Charles Thomson, their Sec- 
retary, which he delivered in at the table for die perusal 
and consideration of the House. ' . 

Ordered, That the same be read.- - 

And the same was done accordingly. 

Resolved-, That the same be detained under considera- 
tion till to-morrow morning. " ' -" 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning at 
ten o'clock. 

Wednesday, March 15, A. M. 

The House resumed the consideration of the Proceedings 
of the late Convention, and of the Continental Congress : 
and after due deliberation, 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That this House do 
approve of the conduct of the late Representatives' of this 
Government in their said. Convention, and of their appoint- 
ment of the said Gxsar Rodney, Thomas McKean, and 
George Read, as Deputies on the. part and behalf of thjs 
Government. 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That this House "do. 
approve of the Proceedings of the late Congress held at 
the City of Philadelphia, and of the conduct of the gen- 
tlemen appointed Deputies to attend the same on the part 
of this Government'. ---._•- - --— 

On motiQn, 

Resolved,. nemine contradicente, That thqlhanks of this 
House be given to all the Members of the said Congress, 
and, in particular to the gentlemen who represented this 
Government at the same, for their faithful arid judicious 
discharge of the trust in them reposed. 

Ordered, That the Minutes .and Journal of the said 
Convention jand Congress be deposited amongst the files 
and Minutes of this House. 

On motion, 

Resolved, nemine conh-adiexnte, That this House will 
make an. allowance to the gentlemen who represented this 
Government at the Congress, for their expense in attend- 
ing the service aforesaid. 

On motion, 

Ordered, That Messrs. McKinly, Robinson, and Ridge- 
ly, be a Committee for that purpose, and make report of 
the 



:ieir proceedings this afternoon. 
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On motion of Mr. Ridgely, 

That a Committee be appointed to prepare and bring in 
a Bill to prohibit the importation of Slaves into this Gov- 
ernment, 

Ordered, That Messrs. Ridgely, Read, and Clowes be 
a Committee for that purpose. 

Thursday, March 1G, 1775. 

The Committee appointed to consider of an allowance 
to be made to the gentlemen w.ho attended the laje Con- 
gress at Philadelphia; on behalf. of this Government, for 
their expenses during the sitting thereof, now reporrto the 
House that they have considered the same, and are of opin- 
ion that the sum of Sixty Pounds be allowed to each of 
the said gentlemen, for their expenses on that'service. 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That the House do 
approve of the same, and that Orders be drawn by the 
Speaker on the Trustees of the several Loan-Offices of 
this Government for the same, according to the directions 
of the Proportion Apt. 

On motion, 

Resolved, nemine .contradicente, That the Honourable 
Cdsar Rodney, Speaker, Thomas McKean, and George 
Read, Esquires, be and they are hereby appointed and 
authorized to represent this Government at the American 
Congress, proposed to be held at the City of Philadelphia, 
on the tenth day of May next, or at any other time and 
place, with full power to them or any two of them, together 
with the Delegates from the other American Colonies, to 
concert and agree upon such further measures as shall ap- 
pear to them best calculated for the accommodation of the 
unhappy differences between Great Britain and the Colo- 
nies, oh a Constitutional foundation, which the House most 
ardently wish for, and that they report their proceedings to 
this House at their next meeting. 

. -- Friday, March 17, 1775. 

On motion, - 

Ordered, That Messrs. Evans, Ridgely, McKinly, Hall, 
and Rench, be a Committee to prepare Instructions for the 
gentlemen appointed to represent this Government at an" 
American Congress to be held at Philadelphia, in May next. 

" \- Monday, March 20, 1775. 

- Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Letter which he 
had received from three of the Colony Agents in London, 
which was, by order, read, and ordered to be transcribed 
upon the Minutes of the House ; and follows in these words, 
viz: - 

London, December 24, 1774. 

Sib: This is just to inform you, that having received the 
Petition of the General Congress to the King, we immedi- 
ately communicated the same to Lord Dartmouth, Secre- 
tary of State for the American Department, as the regular 
official method, and thaj, by which only we could have ex- 
pectation of obtaining an answer. His Lordship this day 
informed" us, that he had laid the same before the King ; 
that His; Majesty had been pleased to receive . it very 
graciously, and to say it was of so great importance that he 
should, as soon as they met, lay it before his two Houses 
of PariiameQt. We can now only add, that we are in great 
respect, Sir, your most obedient and most humble servants, 

W. BoLLAN, 

B. Franklin, 
Arthur Lee. 

To the Honourable the Speaker of the Assembly of the 
three Lower Counties on Delaware. 

i - Tuesday, March 21, 1775. 
A Petition from several Inhabitants of New- Castle Coun- 
ty, and two Petitions from a number of the Inhabitants of 
Kent County, praying the House to pass a Bill for estab- 
lishing a Milifia, were presented to the Chair, and by order 
read the first time. 

To the Honourable $ e Representatives of the Counties of 
New-Castle, Kent, and Sussex, in General Assem- 
bly met, 14th March, 1775. 

F The Petition of the Inhabitanls, freemen of Kent County, 
most humbly sheweth : 
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That we conceive a well-regulated Militia, composed of 
the gentlemen Freeholders and other free men, to be not 
only a Constitutional right, but the most natural strength 
and most stable security of a free Government, from the 
exercise of which a wise people will not excuse themselves 
even in time of peace] 

That, happily secure in the affectionate protection of our 
Mother Country, we have for some time past been care- 
lesslynegligent of Military art and discipline, and are, there- 
fore, the more exposed to the insult and ravages of our 
natural enemies at this unhappy time, when we have lost 
our interest in the esteem and affection of our Parent 
State. 

We, therefore, pray yrjur Honours to take pur case into 
your most serious consideration, and by passing an Act of 
Assembly establishing a Militia throughout this Govern- 
ment, grant us relief in the premises, and your Petitioners, 
as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

Thursday, March 23, 1775. 

The Doorkeeper informed the' House that Mr. Secre- 
tary waited at the door. 

Ordered, That he be admitted ; and he was admitted 
accordingly, and presented to the Chair a written Message 
from his Honour the Governour, with copies of two Procla- 
mations, referred to in the same. - 

On motion, 

Ordered, That the same be read ; which was done ac- 
cordingly. , ' " ' 

Ordered, That his Honour the Govemour's Message be 
transcribed on the Minutes; and follows in these words, 
to wit: 

A Message from the Governour to the Assembly. 

Gentlemen: At your last sessions in October, I inform- 
ed you that the jurisdiction of this Government had been 
extended to the boundary lines now run and marked by 
Commissioners appointed by the proprietors of Pennsylva- 
nia and Maryland, and recommended it to you to estab- 
lish such divisional lines in the Counties as thesettlement 
of the new boundary might require ; but soon after your 
last adjournment, I was obliged, hy His Majesty's com- 
mands, signified to me in a letter from the Secretary of 
State, by my Proclamation, dated the 2d of November, to 
supersede that which I had issuedon the 15th of Septem- 
ber, for the above purpose of extending the jurisdiction un- 
til His Majesty's pleasure should be further known therein. 

I have now, gentlemen, the satisfaction, to acquaint you, 
that I have lately been advised by the Right Honourable 
the Earl of Dartmouth, that His Majesty, on further con- 
sideration of the matter, is graciously pleased to approve of 
the arrangement made by my Proclamation of the 1.5th of 
September, and to permit me to recall that of. the 2d of 
November, so that you are now at. full liberty to resume 
the business I recommended to you at your last session. 

John Penn. 
New-Castle, 23d March, 1775. 

Friday, March 24, 1775. 

The Committee appointed to prepare and bring in a Bill 
.to prohibit the importation of Slaves into this Government, 
now laid one on the table, which they submitted to the 
correction of the House. 

On motion, by order, the same was read the first time, 

The Committee appointed to prepare Instructions for 
the gentlemen appointed by the House to represent this 
Government at the American Congress, proposed to be 
held at Philadelphia in May next, now report, that they 
have essayed a draught of the s.ame, which they laid on 
the table for the inspection and correction of the House. 

On motion, by order, 

The same was read the first time. 

On motion, by special order, 

The Bill to prohibit the importation of Slaves into this 
Government, was read the second, time, paragraph by para- 
graph, and, after sundry amendments, passed the House, 
and was ordered to be engrossed. „ 

Saturday, MaSh 25, 1775. 

The engrossed^ Bill to prohibitthe importation of Slaves 
into this Government, was read and compared. 
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On motion, .._■-..;". 

Ordered, That Messrs. Ridgely, Clowes, and Clarlc, 
be a Committee to wait upon his Honour the Governour, 
with the -Bill to prohibit the importation of Slaves into 
this Government, for his perusal and concurrence. 

Monday, March 27, 1775. 

The Doorkeeper informed the House that Mr. Secre- 
tary waited at the door. 

Ordefed, That he be admitted ; and he was admitted 
accordingly, and informed the House that his Honour the 
Governour, by him, returned the Bill to prohibit the im- 
portation of Slaves into this Government, to which his, 
Horiouj cannot give his assent. 

Wednesday, March 29, 1775. 

On motion, 

The. draught of Instructions for the gentlemen appointed 
by the House to represent this Government at an Ameri- 
can Congress, proposed to be held at Philadelphia in May 
next, was, by order, read the second time, paragraph by 
paragraph, agreed to, and ordered to be transcribed oh the 
minutes, and follows in these words, to wit ; 

Instructions to the Deputies appointed by this' Govern- 
ment to meet in General Congress ob. thi tenth day of 
:Mat next. 

1. That in every act to be done in Congress, you stu- 
diously avoid, as you have heretofore done, every thing 
disrespectful or offensive to our most gracious Sovereign, 
or in arty measure invasive of his just rights and prerogative. 

2. That you do adhere to. those claims, and resolutions 
made and agreed upon at the last meeting of the Congress ; 
yet, for the restoration of that * harmony with the Parent 
State which is so essential to the security and happiness of 
the whole British Empire, and which is so ardently wish- 
ed for By this House, you may, on your parts, yield Such 
contested claims of right as do not apparently belong to 
the Colonists, or are not essentially necessary to their well 
being. - " 

3. If His Majesty should be pleased graciously to ap- 
point any person or persons to treat with the Colonies on 
the present unhappy disputes subsisting between them and 
the Parent State, you, or any of you the C° n g ress shall 
nominate, may'treat with such person or persons on behalf 
of the inhabitants of this Government. 

4. If the Congress, 1 when formed, shall, not, in every 
question to be voted by Provinces, allow this Government 
an equal vote with any other Province or Government on 
this Continent, you are decently but firmly to urge the 
right of this Government to an equal voice i,n Congress 
with the other Colonies. 

The House adjourned .till the fifth day of June next. 



PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL. 



13th 



At a Council held at Philadelphia, on Monday. 
March, 1775: -> - _ '\ 

Present, the Hon. John Penn, Esquire, Governour, 
Benjamin Chew and Edward Shippen, Junior, Esquires. 

The Governour laid before the Board a Letter that he 
received last night by the Packet from the Right Honour- 
able the Earl of Dartmouth, one of His Majesty's principal 
Secretaries of 1 State, dated the 7th .of, January, 1775, 
which was r,ead, and follqws in these words, viz : 

' ^ ■■ . Whitehall, January 7, 1775. 

Sib: I am very much obliged to you for the early com- 
munication of the proceedings of the General Congress^ 

These proceedings are of a very extraordinary nature, 
and it is with concern I see, by your letter of the 6th t of 
December, that the Resolution for Non-Importation has 
been so generally adopted in the Colony under your gov- 
ernment. Such measures and proceedings are hut ill cal- 
culated to restore peace and union between Great Britain 
and the Colonies. But though they may in the moment 
provoke thejengeance of Government, I will hope that we 
may yet, in. the consideration of the business, be led to 
some proposition that may ultimately bring abont a happy 
accommodation upon some general constitutional plan. 
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Your letter of the 3d of November, No. 5, states the 
case respecting the boundary line betw.een Pennsylvania 
and Maryland, in a very different light from that in which 
it was represented to me. And the King, confiding in your 
assertion that the extension of the jurisdiction of Pennsyl- 
vania up to the line settled and marked by the Cgmmis- 
sioners, had been so far from having the effect to disturb 
the peace of his subjects; and occasioning violence and 
bloodshed, that it had a quite contrary tendency, and given 
universal satisfaction, is graciously pleased to approve the 
arrangement made by your Proclamation of the 15th of 
September, and permit you to recall that issued on the 2d 
of November. ^ . . -. . v 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

. •■ . ■ Dartmouth. . 

Deputy Governour Penn. 

The Board, taking the latter part of the above Letter into 
consideration, were of opinion that it would be advisable 
for the Governour to issue a Proclamation agreeable to His 
Majesty's permission, signified in the said Letter, to recall 
the Governour's Proclamation of the 2d of November last, 
It is accordingly ordered that a draugh^ of a Proclamation be 
prepared, to be laid before the Board at their next meeting. 

Memorandum, March 16, 1775. 
.. The Governour this day wrote to Governour Eden the 
following Letter, oh the subject of the Proclamation to be 
issued respecting the boundary between Pennsylvania and 
Maryland: . 

-" , Philadelphia, March' 16, 1775. . 

Sir: I make no doubt you have been informed, since 
"your return from England, that in themonth of September 
last I issued a Proclamation for extending the jurisdiction 
of Pennsylvania and the Counties of New- Castle, Kent, 
and Sussex, up to the boundary lines run and marked by 
the Commissioners appointed to that service," and that I 
afterwards revoked that Proclamation by a subsequent one 
of the 2d of November, in consequence of His Majesty's 
orders, signified to me by the Secretary of State, "that. I 
should desist from issuing any orders for extending the 
jurisdiction of Pennsylvania beyond those places where, it 
had been usually exercised, until His . Majesty's further., 
pleasure should be made known" therein." l'am now to 
inform you that I have received a letter from the Earl of 
Dartmouth by the last Packet, advising me that His Ma- 
jesty, "on further consideration, is graciously pleased to 
approve the arrangement made by my Proclamation of the 
15th of September, and to permit "me to recall that of the 
2d of November ;" and I propose immediately to is,suea. 
new Proclamation, to make known His Majesty's pleasure 
in this matter, and to enforce that of the 15th of Septem- 
ber. -;-...- ;" 

I am, with great respect, your Excellency's most obedi- 
ent and most humble servant, John Penn. 

Tp His Excellency Robert Eden,' Esquire, Governour 
and Commander-in-Chief pf the Province of Maryland, 
Annapolis, . j •"-.-.• -. ..-■■■ :, : 

BOSTON TOWN-MEETING. ''"__ . ' 

At a Meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of Bos.ton,- 
on Monday, March 13th, 1775* upon a motion made and 
seconded, ■■ ■ —^. 

Voted, That the Committee of Correspondence be di- 
rected to draw up an exact state of the behaviour of the , 
Troops under the command of General _Gage, and of the 
Navy under the command of Admiral Graves, going as far 
back as they shall judge proper ; and also carefujly tq ob- 
serve their, conduct in future, taking their information upon 
oath before two Justices of the Peace, quorum unus, al- 
. ways giving legal notice' to the persons accused of disor- 
derly proceedings, and report to the Town. 

Attest: William Cooper, Town Clerk. 



MEETING OF THE INHABITANTS OF 3SJ KEN SACK, NEW- 
JERSEY. 

At a Meeting of the Inhabitants of the Precinct of 
Hackensack, in the County of Bergen ajrd Province of 
New-Jersey, held pursuant to an Act of Assembly of the 
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said Province, on Tuesday, the 14th of March, in the year 
of our Lord 1775, 

Thomas Moor, Esq., Chairman. 

This Meeting being heartily grieved at the unhappy 
disputes now subsisting between Great Britain and her 
American Colonies, and earnestly wishing that the present 
misunderstandings may be removed, and such a reconcilia- 
tion take place as may be consistent with the dignity of 
Greaf. Britain and the tj-ue interest of the' Colonies ; and 
being unanimously of opinion that it is the duty of every 
loyal subject to adopt and encourage the most lenient mea- 
sures, which may tend to heal and not inflame, .the present 
differences: - 

We, therefore, in order to contribute what is in our pow- 
er to this salutary purpose, and to show our loyalty to our 
King, and love to our. Country, do Resolve, 

1. That we are and will continue to be loyal subjects to 
His Majesty King George, and that we ' will venture our 
lives and fortunes to support the dignity of his Crown. 

2. That we disavow all riotous mobs whatsoever. 

... 3. That by humbly petitioning the Throne, is the only 
salutary' means we can think of to remove our present 
grievances. '--'-■ -----■■• 

4. That we have not, nor (for the future,) will not, be 
concerned in any case whatever, with any unconstitutional 
measures. . .:'.'•. 

5.' That vve will support His Majesty's. Civil Officers in 
all their lawful proceedings. • 

' ' Signed by thirty-seven Inhabitants. . 



COMMITTEE OF FREEHOLD, (MONMOUTH COUNTY,) NEW- 
i JERSEY. 

March 14, 1775, P. M. 

The Committee of Observation for the Township of 
Freehold, in the County of Monmouth i New-Jersey, have 
made repeated applications to the inhabitants of the Town- 
ship of Shrewsbury ? earnestly requesting and exhorting them 
to comply with the instructions of the late American Con- 
gress, m constituting for themselves a Committee of Observa- 
tion, that they might conspire with their brethren in the other 
Towns belonging tg the County, in executing the Resolves 
of said Congress; but, although they. have entertained 
hopes, notwithstanding tfieir former opposition, that they 
would do it at their stated annual tpwn-iiieeting ? they are, 
at this late hour, informed, that the said annual meeting of 
Shrewsbury is broke' up without a Committee being chosen, 
or any one step taken wliereby the least disposition isdiscov- 
ered of their Being inclined to adopt the Resolutions of said 
Congress. They think it, therefore, their duty, however 
painful the declaration, to bear publick testimony against 
them. 

And we dq now unanimously enter into the following 
Resolve, viz : That from and after this day, during our 
continuance as a Committee^ (unless they shall turn from 
the evil of their ways, and testify their repentance by 
adopting the measures of the Congress,) we will esteem 
and treat them, the said inhabitant's of Shrewsbury, as 
enemies "to their King and Country, and deserters from 
the common cause" of true freedom ; and we will hereafter 
break off all dealings and connection with them while they 
continue their opposition. _ We do furthermore.recomrnend 
the same conduct towards them to our constituents, and all 
others ; earnestly hoping it may be a means of reclaiming 
those deluded people to their duty and interest, whom we 
.shall always be pleased to receive and treat as returning 
prodigals. Signed by order of the Committee, 

Nathaniel Scudder, Clerk. 



MEETING OF FREEHOLDERS, &C, IN NEW-WINDSOR, 
(ULSTER COUNTY,) NEW-JTORK. . 

t ." March 14, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Freeholders and oilier inhabitants 
of the Precinct of New -Windsor, in the County of Ulster, 
and Province of New -York, legally convened by mutual 
corisent, in order to elect a Committee of Observation, and 
deliberate on other matters "relative to pur political welfare, 
this 14th day of March, 1775. — Then proceeded^ and 
chose Mr. George Denniston, Chairman, and the following 
persons for the above named Committee, viz : Mr. George 



Denniston, Mr. Robert Cross, Mr. Joseph Belknap, Mr. 
Francis Mandiville, Mr. Nuac Shutts, and Mr. Hezekiah 
White ; afterwards did solemnly agree to, and with each 
other, in observing the following Resolutions ourselves, and, 
as far as our influence may extend, recommend them to 
the observation of others, viz : 

Resolved 1st, nem. con., That we acknowledge no other 
Sovereign or Potentate on earth to be our lawful and liege 
Sovereign, save His Majesty King George the Third, of 
legal descent from that illustrious House of Brunswick, 
which was, by the kind providence of God, established to 
sway the British sceptre on just and equitable principles, 
but more emphatically described and known: by the name 
of Revolution principles. 

Resolved 2dJy, nem. con., That we will yield to none in 
point of affection and loyalty to our most gracious Sover- 
eign, but will each one for himself, when thereunto legally 
•called, (even though to the most distant and remote parts 
of His Majesty's Empire,) venture our lives and properties 
jn defence of our Sovereign's person, family, and Govern- 
ment, when exercised on the albove-named principles. 

It is with the greatest regret, and deepest concern of 
heart, we conceive a plan adopted and invariably pursued 
for a number of years past, by the British Parliament, for 
enslaving us, by levying taxes pn us without our consent, 
and declaring they (the Parliament) are fully vested with 
power to make laws obligatory on us, in all cases whatso- 
ever: " ' v '."'".'''. 

Resolved, therefore, 3dly,nem.. con., That such declara- 
tions and unbounded power assumed, are subversive of pur 
natural and legal rights as British subjects; and that we 
would be far deficient in point of duty to our King and the 
British Constitution, were we to'yield a tame submission 
to them.' \ . . ■■-•'■■ ■ 

But as the wisdom and prudence of the whole Conti- 
nent hath been called forth in appointing and holding, a 
Continental Congress, in order .to state our grievances, and 
point out the means by which we may be relieved from 
them : 

Resolved Athly, nem. cow., That we do sincerely 'and 
willingly accord to the Association entered * into by that 
body, with a full deternlination to abide by and observe the 
same, and do unfeignedly thank our worthy Delegates of 
the Province of New- York, in conjunction with the rest 
of that honourable body, for the care they have taken for 
the security of our liberties, and the patriotick principles 
they have exhibited to the world, which will remain more 
sure and permanent in the , annals of American history 
than monuments either of brass pr marble erected to their 
honour and perpetuity.of their memory. ° 

And whereas it is" agreed in the Seventh Article of the 
Association, to improve the breed, and increase the num- 
ber of Sheep : 

Resolved Sthly, nem. con., TJiat w T e will, use our best 
endeavours in promoting so laudable and beneficial an 
' undertaking, and do promise that we will not kill any 
Sheep under four years old, or procure them to be killed 
by others ; neither will we sell the best of our Sheep to 
butchers, or others employed by them to purchase, where- 
by the breed of our. Sheep is much injured. 

And further, we consider thg Freedom of the Press as 
the great palladium of English liberty; therefore we will 
do all in our power to encourage i land support the same. 
But there is a certain, news-printer in New -York, named 
James Rivington, who appears to us divested of every 
principle qf honour, truth, or modesty; his r papers being 
rilled with pieces replete with falsehoods and mere chi- 
canery, only designed, as we believe, to divide and lead 
astray the friends of our happy Constitution : 

Resolved,' therefore, 6thly; item, coll., That we will 
have.no connection " or intercourse .with said , Rivington, 
nor will we purchase any of his publications until. we receive 
sufficient evidence of his sincere repentance ;"for we do be- 
lieve he is a Ministerial hireling, an enemy to his Country, 
and a traitor to the British Constitution. 

And as a certain pamphlet, signed A. W., A Farmer, 
hath been for some tirhe circulating among us, which is 
artfully designed to impose on the illiterate ana! unthinking 
part of mankind, having a show of plausibility, but the 
foundation-principles on which it proceeds are notoriously 
false : 
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Resolved, therefore, llhly, nem. con., That the said 
pamphlet be now publickly burnt in contempt and ab- 
horrence of the author, publisher, and vender of it, at the 
same time holding them in our estimation as enemies to 
their Country, with whom no friend to it should have any 
connection, intercourse, or commerce ; well knowing that 
every shilling of property we put into their hands, we are 
in a certain proportion enabling them to purchase chains to 
bind us in slavery. [And said pamphlet was burnt accord- 
ingly.] • ' 
- And further, as we do much esteem the wisdom and 
prudence of the late Continental Congress held at Phila- 
delphia, in September and October last, as well for their 
recommending another Congress to be held in May next, 
as* for the other important services they have done us : 

Resolved, 8thly, nem. con., That we are ready and 
willing to co-operate with our brethren of the different 
Towns and Precincts in this County, in choosing a Dele- 
gate or Delegates to represent us in the next General Con- 
gress, believing that the resolutions and determinations of 
any man J or body of men on earth, cannot legally divest 
us of this inherent right and privilege we enjoy as British 
subjects. i . . t . 

Ordered, That these Resolves be printed by John Holt. 
George Denniston, Chairman. 



LETTERS FROM PHILADELPHIA, TO MR. RIVINGTON, NEW- 
YORK. ' 

Philadelphia, March 15, 1775. "" 

What in the name of common sense can .make the 
Whigs exult ? Can you find out wherein Lord North has 
flinched? Do you see any prospect of His Majesty's 
relaxing, applauding the Congress, or being dumbfounded 
at their proceedings?* I am sure I cannot. It is true a 
number of Merchants in the Trading Cities have petitioned, 
and they will probably be followed by the Manufacturing 
Towns ; but do they ask a repeal of all the Acts which 
the Congress' have recited as grievances? No: they wish 
a restoration of peace between the Stafe and its members 
to take place; but is it likely a lasting harmony cap issue 
from a compliance with all the demands of America — by 
gratifying her petulant humours ? If she be now indulged, 
she will rise in her demands, till there will be .no end of 
them. But if every Act relating to the Colonies, should 
be repealed ; if the Parliament should relinquish all claim 
of power whatever over the Colonies, I. declare I should 
be surprised to see the warm patriots rejoice, although they 
might perhaps force a superficial smile. They know, and 
the Tories : Icnow full well, that t all 'their consequence is 
derived from the calamities of this convulsed Country, 
who, like; salamanders, glory in a fiery element. 'Tis true, 
there, are great numbers of honest, well-meaning people, 
who have* been so far deluded as perhaps to approve of 
every get of violence which has been committed ; these 
probably would most sincerely rejoice in an amicable 
adjustment of the dispute; and they would be, told by 
their leaders it was pwjng to them that the salvation of 
their Country was brought about, although a more prudent 
conduct on oUr part would have effected it more certainly, 
and with a thousandth part of the noise and confusion, 
without creating party strife amongst one another, and 
without alienating the affections of the Colonists from the 
best of" Sovereigns, that ever held the British sceptre. 

Ambition, and a thirst of power, are dangerous. to com-, 
bat with. Our patriots have in general chosen for their 
leaders the most violent and zealous ; and 1 cannot persuade 
myself but that they would sacrifice their Country to their 
ambitious views. T They are elated beyond measure at the 
thoughts^ of filling such exalted stations, having usurped 
not only the Legislative, but the Executive branches of 
. Government, and both of them unlimited and unbounded. 
They will not, I am confident, part with these precious 
offices without great reluctance and pain ; and they will 
regret any circumstance that shall deprive them of them. 
I do not indiscriminately aim at all Committee-men, or all 
.... persons who side with them ; I only direct my discourse to 
such as are active in widening the breach, and have had 
the art or address, to make the vulgar believe liberty is the 
grand object of their pursuit. These are dangerous men, 
of whom we "ought to beware, who have designs, and are 



carrying off intrigues unknown, unsuspected but by too (evf. 
For my part I shall be happy beyond expression at any 
step which may check the career of these unskilful pilots, 
and place men of more ability and more integrity at the 
helm. Let me most heartily felicitate you oh the King's 
having received the Petition, It will have two good effects. 
It will convince the world that he is disposed to hear the 
complaints of his. subjects, and give, the^m the weight they 
may deserve. It will, besides, deprive our Republicans of 
the pleasure they would take in inveighing against him, 
which they would certainly have done most bitterly, had 
he rejected their Petition without a hearing. 

Philadelphia, March 15, 1775. 
You cannot conceive with what pleasure our Patriots 
circulated a false report that the mob had pulled down 
Mr. Rivingtorfs house ; had cut off the ears of a number 
of Tories.; and that Mr. Rivington, in "making his r escape, 
bad broke his back. This they told with every mark of 
joy, approaching almost to rapture. But how inconceiv- 
ably were they dejected, when they found the whole was a 
Putnamitish lie. Their lank, lean visages betrayed the 
most mortifying affliction, which they have not yet got the 
better of, although this was almost as improbable as the 
lie which the same party set on foot respecting the bom- 
bardment of Boston; yet as blood-thirsty Demagogues 
were rejoiced at the report, they really Believe it true. To 
what. a shift are the sons of licentiousness driven, when 
nothing but lies will serve to keep alive the dying faction. 
In Boston, the Republican Printers assert, that the Testi- . 
mony which the loyal Friends gave forth the beginning of 
this year was wrote ten years ago, arid accuse the few 
Printers of altering the .date from 1765 to 1775, This is 
so bare-faced a Putnamite, that it will not gain ground 
even in the faction. This same party have had general- 
ship enough so far to invert the orderpf nature and reason 
as to make a "Whig a Tory, and a Tory a Whig ; which 
denominations are now generally adopted. They have 
done the same by slavery and liberty ; and truths by them 
are'called lies, and the most gross and palpable falsehoods i 
secure a Credit equal to proofs of holy writ. 

Philadelphia, March'lG, 1775. 
Our Fanus, Tornado, and the lean Cassius, are the tri- 
umviri who now support the' sons of violence. * To these 
the Patriots' look up as naturally as the mariner tottie 
vane, or the philosopher to the thermometer ; and they 
have lately seen a gleam of joy darting from their counte- 
nances. At this the whole race of Whigs appeared to . 
rejoice ; for they were before indeed in a state pf despera- 
tion. Like a drowning man, they catch at a straw, but^, 
alas! it will not support them. It is, however, a gross im- 
position on the publick for them to attempt to make the 
world believe that it would please them to have the matter 
finally settled ; and you may depend, if their numbers 
(now fast decreasing) should not fail, they. will make some 
excuse, if possible, to keep up the ball; for when that 
drops, their whole importance will .evaporate in fumo. 



3. POWNALL, SECRETARY TO THE BOARD E0R TRADE AND 
PLANTATIONS, TO LIEUTENANT GOVERNDTJR COLTJEN. 

' Whitehall,' March. 15, 1775; v 

Sir : I am desired by the Lords Commlfsioners. for* 
Trade and Plantations, to send to you for your informa- 
tion, the inclosed Extracts of the Minutes of their Lord- 
ships' Proceedings upon several Petitions and Memorjals 
referred and presented to them, relative to the pretensions 
of sundry persons to the District, commonly called King's 
District, and other lands adjacent thereto, in the Province 
of New- YorJc, heretofore claimed by Mr. Van Rensselaer. 
: I am, Sir, your most obedient humbje servant, 

J. PoWNALL. 

Lieutenant Governour Colden. 



At a Meeting of His Majesty's Commissioners for Trade 
and. Plantations, Thursday, February 23, 1775. Present: 
Mr. Jenyns, Mr. Keene, Mr. Gdscoyn-e, Mr. QreviUe. 

The Earl of Dartmouth, one of His Majesty's principal 
Secretaries of State attends. 
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Their Lordships took into consideration the state of His 
Majesty's Province of New-York, in respect to the disputes 
which have arisen in that Province, and the disorders that 
have prevailed therein, to the disturbanpe of the public.k 
peace, by means of the claims and pretensions that have 
been set up on different grounds and titles to Lands in that 
Province; and the following Papers relative to a tract of 
Land laying between, Hudson's River and the boundary 
line between ' New- York and Massachusetts-Bay, hereto- 
fore claimed under an ancient Grant by Mr. Van Rensselaer 
and others, were read and considered, viz : 
■ Order of the Lords of the Committee of Councjl for 
Plantation Affairs, dated 26 th August, 1773, referring to 
this Board, for their consideration and report, the Petition 
of Major General Simon Fraser, on behalf of himself and 
sixteen other Officers, praying that they may be included 
jn any grant or order, hereafter to be made in favour of the 
Captains Campbell and Ourry, and their associates, of 
Lands in the Province of New-York, so as to entitle the 
Petitioners to "a share "thereof, agreeable to the proportions, 
specified in the Royal Proclamation of the 7th of Octo- 
ber, 1763: 

Order of. the Lords of the Committee of Council for 
Plantation Affairs, dated August 26, 1773, referrjhg to this 
Board, for their consideration and report, the Petition of 
Lieutenant Colonel Stewart, and seven others, in behalf of 
themselves, and several other Officers, who served in Ame- 
rica during the late war, setting forth their services, arid 
the expenses they have incurred in prosecuting His Majes- 
ty's right to certain Lands claimed. by JohnVan Rensselaer, 
Esq., in New-York, and praying for a grant of a tract 
containing two hundred and fifty thousand acres of the said 
Land:, . . . - . 

.Petition of the proprietors of the Westenhook Patent 
to Governour Tryon, praying that patent may be granted 
to each proprietor for such share of the Lands contained 
in several lots therein specified, as to each of them shall, 
upon the said division, be allotted, (except out of the lots 
No. 9, 12, and — , the land formerly granted to Stephen 
Bayard and his associates,) and that the said grants be sub- 
ject to those conditions to which they are now subject by 
their present patent: • 

Petition of James Savage in behalf of himself and 
several hundred others, to the Board, dated September 20, 
1774, praying the confirmation of their title, to certain 
Lands, therein described, in the Province of New- York, 
which are possessed and have been cultivated by them. 

Letter from Mr. Savage to the Secretary to this Board, 
dated February 17th, 1775, relative to his Petition, and 
. inclosing-^- , ' ' 

■ A Letter to.him.from P. V. Schaack, dated New-York, 
December 24th, 1774, on the same subject : 

Mr. Savage's case, : 

Memorial, of Samuel Bayard, in behalf of himself and 
his associate, praying to be put in quiet possession of their 
property in a tract of Land called Westenhook Patent, by 
the dismission of Mr. Savage's Petition, and the prohibi- 
tion of all acts of Violence by his adherents : . . ' 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Samuel Bayard, Junior, to 
William Knox, Esquire, dated June 11th, 1774, on the 
same subject. 

,lt appearing, that Mr. Bayard's Memorial was not .sub- 
scribed by any person, and the Secretary having informed 
the. Board._th.at it had been delivered to him this morning 
by Captain Williams, on behalf of the proprietors of the 
Westenhook. Patent, who claim a part of the Lands in 
question: Captain Williams was called in ; and being aslc- 
ed if he had authority from, the proprietors of the Westen- 
hook Patent to act for them, in their business, he said he 
had, and accordingly subscribed. his name to the Memorial 
above-mentioned, as their agent. And the Board being in- 
formed that Mr. Savage attended without, in behalf of the 
present occupants ana 1 possessors of the Lands in question, 
with Mr. Ingersoll, his solicitor and advocate, and also 
Colonel McLean, and others, on behalf of the Officers, 
whose Petitions are mentioned above, they were called in, 
and each respectively heard in support of their claims and 
pretensions. ' 

Colonel jWcL«m .having stated that the Governour and 
Council of New- York had, in direct disobedience to an 
order in Council, (made in behalf of the reduced officers,) 



confirnied, to Mr. Van Rensselaer, by patent, Lands which 
they claimed; and had not taken any notice of a caveat 
entered by them against such confirmation ':. Mr. Tryon, 
who was present, desired that a letter to the Earl of Dart- 
mouth, containing his reasons for such confirmation might 
be read ; and Lord Dartmouth having directed the said 
letter to be produced, it. was accordingly read. 

At a Meeting of His Majesty's Commissioners for Trade 
and Plantations, Friday, February 24th, 1775. Present: 
Mr. Jenyns, Mr. Keene, Mr. Gascoyne, Mr. Greville K 

The Earl of Dartmouth, one of His Majesty's principal 
Secretaries of State attends, and also Mr. Tryon, Govern- 
our of New- York, . 

Their Lordships made a further progress in the conside- 
ration of the business of New-York, .mentioned in. the pre- 
ceding Minutes; and the parties were further beard in what, 
they had to offer in support of their respective claims and 
pretensions. 

At a Meeting of His Majesty's Commissioners, for Trade 
and Plantations, Monday, February 29th, 1775. Present: 
Mr. Jenyns, Mr. Jolliffe, Mr, Gascoyne, Mr. Keene. 

The Earl of. Dartmouth took into further consideration 
the business of New-York, mentioned in the two prece- 
ding days' Minutes, and the parties interested in the Lands 
ill question attending again; Mr. Dagge, solicitor for the 
reduced Officers, submitted to the Board the following pro- 
posal for adjusting the matter in controversy, so far as it 
regarded the claim's of said Officers, and those of the pre- 
sent possessors and occupants, viz : j - 

"That the Petitioners be allowed to locate .their Lands, 
claimed under the Proclamation, upon that tract within the 
Province of New-York, which lies, between tbe North and 
South Manors of Rensselaer, bounded on the, West by the 
Kinderhook Patent, and on the East, by the jurisdiction 
line between the Provinces of New-York and Massachu- 
setts, as far as such locations can be made without preju- 
dice to the. present occupancies, (now under actual im- 
provement,) allowing to each occupant at the rate of fifty 
acres of woodland for every two bundred acres of Land 
under actual improvement, and so in proportion for a 
greater or lesser number of acres'; such parcels of wood- 
land to be as contiguous as possible to each ocenpahey, to 
which the same shall be respectively allotted. And if any 
quantity of woodland shall have, been already inclosed by 
any of the occupants, such' woodland, if less than the pro- 
portion above-mentioned, shall be reckoned as part of the 
woodland so directed to be allotted to each occupancy as 
aforesaid ; and if it exceeds the number of fifty acres, in 
that case no woodland shalTbe allotted ; and that, iri so far 
as the vacant Lands shall fall, short.of the quantity claimed 
by the Petitioners, they be allowed., to locate double the 
quantity of such residue in some other part of the Prov- 
ince of New-York, or elsewhere in North America, not 
'already granted." 

Mr. Savage having desired, by his solicitor, some time 
to consider the. said proposal, the parties withdrew; and, 
after a short time, they desired to be called in, when Mr. 
Savage signified his consent to and approbation of the said 
proposal, in which. the Board acquiesced, "not thinking that 
any thing had been stated or proved on the part of the 
Westenhook proprietors, that made them, in this case, ob- 
jects of the attention of Qovernmejit ; and, therefore, that 
they should be left to prosecute their claims, if they had 
any, in such other manner as they should be advised. 

At a Meeting of His Majesty's Commis.sioners for Trade 
and Plantations, Thursday, March 2d, 1775. Present : 
Mr. Jenyns, Mr. Keene, Mr. Grcville. 

The Earl of Dartmouth, one of His Majesty's principal 
Secretaries of State attends ; also Mr. Tryon, Governour of 
New-York. _ ■ .-■ 

Their Lordships took into further consideration the state 
of the Province of New- York, more particularly in regard 
to the Lands between the Rivers Hudson and Connecticut, 
upon which both the Province of New-York and that of 
New-Hampshire heretofore claimed a right of jurisdiction ; 
and upon parts of which settlements have been made by 
grants of the Governours of both Provinces, in' some in- 
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stances, of the same Land, by means whereof the publick 
peace hath been disturbed, and the course of publick justice 
obstructed. 

Upon the subject of those claims, it was proposed by 
Governour Tryon, and agreed to by the Board, that such 
of the grants made by the Governotir of New-Hampshire 
to the West of Connecticut River as have not yet been 
confirmed, and do not interfere with any grants made by 
the Government of New-York, or that of Canada before 
the conquest, should now be confirmed to the present oc- 
cupants and possessors, subject to the payment of the quit- 
rent reserved upon all Lands granted in New- York. 

That with regard to those grants made by the Govern- 
our of New-Hampshire, of Lands in those districts, which 
do either interfere with grants made by the Governotir of 
New-York, or the Governour of Canada before the con- 
quest, it would be advisable to recommend the having 
some question stated, that should comprehend the whole 
of the case, so as to include every claim, and an action > 
brought thereupon in the Supreme Court of New-York, 
upon such grounds that, either by means of special verdict, 
or upon some plea of errour, an appeal might lie from, the 
judgment. of the said Court to the .Governour and Council, 
and from them to His Majesty in his Privy Council ; of 
otherwise,' that the matter should be left to be settled by 
arbitration, in any mode that should be satisfactory to the 
different parties. 

At a Meeting of His .Majesty's Commissioners for Trade 
and Plantations, Thursday, March 9th, J 775. Present: 
Mr. Jenyns, Lord Robert Spencer, Mr. Gascoyne, Mr. Jol- 
liffe, Mr.lteene. 

The Earl of Dartmouth, one of His Majesty's principal 
Secretaries of State, attends. 

The Governour of New-York attending without, with 
Mr. Burke, agent for that Province, and also Colonel Read, 
lately arrived, from thence ; they were called in, and thejr 
Lordships' resumed the consideration of the state of the 
disputes touching the propriety of Lands in New-York be- 
tween Hudson River and Connecticut River ; and Colonel 
Read, who is, largely interested in those lands, having 
stated that he had material evidence and information to lay 
before their Lordships touching this matterj it was agreed 
to reconsider the propositions stated in the Minutes of the 
2d instant, when Governour Tryon, who was going to Bath 
on account of his health, should return from thence. 

Their Lordships being of opinion that it would be pro- 
per, in order to prevent any further survey or location of 
Lands in King's District, and on the other Lands surrender- 
ed by Mr. Pan Rensselaer, that a copy of the Minutes' of 
their Lordships' proceedings on this subject should be sent 
to Lieutenant Governour Colden, the Secretary was or-; 
dered to transmit a copy of those Minutes, and also to give 
another 'copy thereof to Mr. Savage. 

A true copy : J. Pqwnall. 
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Committee Chamber, New- York, 15th March, 1775. 

The Sub-Committees appointed by this Committee to 
join with the Vestrymen of each Ward in this City, in su-. 
perintending the polls held this day, in the said Wards, for 
taking the votes of the Freemen and Freeholders on the 
question, " Whether they would phoose Deputies for this 
City and County, to meet such Deputies as the Counties 
may elect, and join with them for the sole purpose of ap- 
pointing out of their body Delegates for the next Congress?" 
And if yea, who such Deputies should be;. 

Reported, That they had accordingly attended the said 
polls, and delivered to the" Committee the several poll-lists 
by them taken, under their hands, and the hands of the 
Vestrymen .of such Wards, from which it appears that 
eight hundred and twenty-six Freeholders and Freemen 
voted for Deputies, and elected the eleven persons nomi- 
nated by this Committee '; and that one hundred and sixty- 
three voted against the measure of appointing Deputies. 
The said Sub-Committees also informed this Committee 
that almost all those who yoted against the appointment of 
Deputies, declared they were nevertheless for Delegates, 

Ordered, That the said reports and poll-lists be lodged 
with the Secretary, and that Circular Letters be written to 
all the Counties in the Colony, informing them of the ap- 



pointment of Deputies for this City and County, and re- 
questing them, with all convenient speed, to elect Deputies 
to meet in Provincial Convention at the City of Ne,w- York, 
on the 20th day of April next, for the sole purpose of 
appointing Delegates to represent this Colony at the next 
Congress to be held at Philadelphia, the 10th day of May 
next. ' 

Ordered, That the above extracts from the ; proceedings 
of the Committee be published. 

By order of the Committee : _ - 

John Alsop, Deputy Chairman, 



LETTER FROM THE GENERAL COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF 
NEW-YORK, TO ALL THE COUNTIES IN THE. COLONY. 
"' . , New-York, l'6th March, 1775. ' 

Gentlemen : The fate Congress having deemed \t 
expedient that, jn the present critical state of American 
affairs, another should be held at Philadelphia the 1 0th pf 
May next; and the neighbouring Colonies having already 
appointed Delegates for that purpose, we beg leave to call 
your attention to that subject, and to remark, that the hon- 
our, tis well as the interest of the Province requires th,at 
we also should be fully and properly represented. 

Influenced by these considerations, this City and County 
conceive it, highly necessary that a Provincial Convention 
should', without delay, be formed of Deputies from all the 
Counties, for the sole purpose. of appointing out of their t 
body Delegates for the next Congress ; and, therefore, have 
already. chosen their Deputies. They prefer this mode to 
any other, as it tends to unite the Counties, and to preserve 
that harmony between them so essential to the interest of 
our common cause. 

Be pleased to communicate this letter to the inhabitants: 
of your County ; and should they concur with us m senti-. . 
ment, we beg they will consider whether it would not be 
best to choose tlieir Deputies sosoonas that they may be 
down here by the 20th of April next; which day we' 
take the liberty of proposing to you as proper for the meet- 
ing of the Convention. 

We forbear urging any arguments to induce your con- 
currence, being well persuaded you are fully sensible that 
the happiness of this. Colony, and fhe preservation of our 
rights and liberties- depend on_our acceding to the general 
union, and observing such a line, of conduct as* may be firm, 
as well as temperate. .. .:.,„.. ', ', ; 

By order of the Committee : , 

■ , Isaac Low, Chairman.. 



ELECTION OF DEPUTIES TO THE CONVENTION 'IN NEW- 
YORK. " 

..■".'"•'' ' New.Yoi:kVMarch''ie, 1775. . 

On Monday, the 6th instant, the Freeholders and In- 
habitants of this City and County, by a very great majori- 
ty, assented to the following mode of proceeding, viz: — 
That the General Committee should nominate eleven per- 
sons to be, on Wednesday, the 15th, proposed to the choice, 
of the Freemen and Freeholders, as Deputies, to meet pn 
the ,20th of April such Deputies as the other Counties 
might elect, and join with them, for the sole purpose of 
appointing out of their body Delegates for the next Gene- 
ral Congress, agreeable to the reepmmendation^pf the last. 
Accordingly the Committee nominated the following per- 
sons, viz: Philip Livingston, John Jay; James Duanc, _ 
John Alsop, Isaac Low, Francis Lewis, Abraham Wal- 
ton, Abraham Brasher, Alexander McDougall, Leonard 
Lispenard, and Isaac Roosevelt. 

From the time, of the nomination every artifice was used, 
(by the same party who have constantly exerted their 
utmost abilities to obstruct and disconcert every measure of- 
opposition to the tyrannical acts of the British Ministry,) 
in order to prevent the election of the Deputies nominated 
by the Committee, and to frustrate, the design of a Provin- 
cial Congress, and of sending Delegates (at least with full 
powers from the whole Province) to the next General 
Congress. Before the day of election a great number of, 
pieces were published on both sides, full of artifice and 
specious pretences on the Ministerial part, and of sound 
weighty argument on the other. Between the two, the 
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argument and the views of each party were pretty well 
understood at the day of decision, when the votes of the Free- 
men and Freeholders, were fairly taken, as follows, viz : 

For the Deputies. Against the Deputies. 



Out Ward, 


66 


Out Ward, 




— 


- North Ward, 


- 99 


North Ward, 




36 


East Ward, 


125 


East Ward, 




22 


South Ward, 


42 


South W T ard, 




23 


West Ward, 


213 


West Ward, 




23 


. Dock Ward, 


52 


Dock Ward, 




32 


Montgomery Ward, 228 


Montgomery 


Ward, 


27 


•> ' 


825 






163 


Besides great 


numbers of the majority, 


who, 


finding 



' their votes not wanted, did not vote. 

It is hoped the transactions. of this day willjn some mea- 
sure restore the generality of the people to the good opin- 
ion and esteem of the neighbouring Colonies. 

P P . 

Last night our General Committee appointed a Sub- 
Committee to draw up, and report at the next stated meet- 
ing, a state of the facts relative to the landing of Goods 
\ out of the Beulah. . 

New-York, March 16, 1775. 
Yesterday polls were opened in the different Wards, for 
the election of eleven Delegates for this City, to meet 
Deputies who may be chosen by the Counties to form a 
Convention, out of whom to elect Delegates foi;the next 
Congress at Philadelphia. Of those who voted for this 
measure, it may with truth be affirmed, there was a great 
proportion who did it because there was no alternative. 
The disposition of our fellow-citizens is in favour of Dele- 
gates to meet the sister Colonies in Congress, as it is sup- 
posed that their principles respecting the unhappy situa- 
tion we are in, with relation to Great Britain, are sp well 
known, that no. violent or unjustifiable measures will be 
assented to on therrpart. Sensible that the people were 
determined to se"nd Delegates, it was the art of those who 
framed the question, upon which the poll was taken, to 
state it in such a manner that the electors might be led to 
think .that they would be jdeprived of Delegates unless 
they pursued the mode pointed out to them, for when 
numbers of voters demanded that their votes might be taken 
for the five Delegates, it was absolutely refused. Had a 
poll been opened upon fair principles, stating the" alterna- 
tive, concerning Which the division of sentiments arose, 
there is no doubt but the old five Delegates would have 
been elected almost unanimously, When the warmth of 
opposition has a little subsided, and those generous, candid, 
and liberal sentiments are suffered to prevail which have 
characterized the good people of this City, they will see who 
have endeavoured to. mislead them; they will be shocked to 
think that th,ey have espoused a measure which, is founded 
upon depriving a very great number of their fellow-citizens 
of the liberty of declaring their sentiments; and they will 
suspect that cause which would require such a conduct, and 
those leaders who could adopt it; they will be alarmed 
when they consider that they have been instrumental in 
turning out those very Delegates, of whose conduct certain 
folks pretend to, be such admirers', 

They will see 'that all this is a scheme to supplant some 
of them, and to introduce into the Congress a man who has 
fomented all our intestine divisions for a number of years 
past, and who, in the course of the last year, so much, dis- 
, turbed the peace of .this City by his presumptuous attempts. 
. They will perceive that if it was only intended to have 
a Provincial Delegation, five Deputies would have an- 
swered as well as. eleven on behalf of this City, for they 
will altogether, make but one vote, as they will doubtless 
vote by Counties, not individually. Consider, then, what 
dependence can be placed in those who insidiously pre- 
tended that the number eleven was fixed upon, on purpose 
that the six might have an opportunity of putting in the 
old five ! Consider that these schemes have been the means 
of depriving us' of a Delegate, whose conduct at the last 
Congress was equally spirited and independent with any 
other, of that body, and in all probability one more of the 
old Delegates will follow the same example ; and then 
reflect what you have gained by this measure. . 

A Citizen. 



Philadelphia, March 1G, 1775. 

According to publick notice, the subscribers towards a 
fund for establishing an American Manufactory of Wool- 
lens, Linens, and Cottons, met in Carpenters' Hall, on the 
16th of March, 1775, to consider of a plan for carrying the 
same into execution. Daniel Roberdeau being chosen 
President, opened the business of the day with a sensible 
and elegant speech, pointing out the advantages of estab- 
lishing the aforesaid Manufactories in this Country. The 
Company afterwards proceeded to the election of Officers, 
when the following gentlemen were chosen : — Treasurer, 
Joseph Stiles; Secretary, James Cannon; Managers, 
■ Christopher Marshall, Richard Humphreys, Jacob Winey, 
Isaac Gray, Samuel Wetherill, Junior, Christopher Eud- 
wick, Frederick Kuhl, Robert S. Jones, Richard Wells, 
Thomas Tilbury, James Popham, Isaac Howell. 

The business of the day being finished, the Company 
iinanifnously voted their thanks, to the President, and re- 
quested that he would favour them with a copy of his 
Speech for publication, which he politely consented to. 

A Speech delivered in Carpenters' Hall, March \6th, 
before the Subscribers towards a fund for establishing 
Manufactories of Woollen, Cotton, and Linen, in the 
City of Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen'; When I reflect upon the extent of the 
subject before me, and consider the small sh.are of know- 
ledge I possessof it, I confess I rise with timidity to speak 
in this assembly; and it is only because the requests of 
fellow-citizens in every laudable undertaking should, always 
operate with the force of commands, that, I have prevailed 
upon myself to execute the task yo'u have assigned me. 

My business, upon this occasion, is to lay before you a 
few thoughts upon the necessity, possibility, and advan- 
tages of establishing Woollen, Cotton, and Linen Manu- 
factories among us. 

. The necessity of establishing these. Manufactories is ob- 
vious from the Association of the Congress, which puts a 
stop to the importation of British goods, of which woollens," 
cottons, and linens always made a. considerable part. So 
large has been the demand for these articles, and so very 
necessary are tlgey in this Country, that it is impossible for 
us to clothe ourselves without substituting sppYe others in 
their room. I am far from thinking that the Non-Jmport- 
atipn Agreement will be so transitory a thing as some have 
supposed. The appearance of a change of measures in 
England respecting the Colonies," does not flow from a 
conviction of their injustice. The sarnc arbitrary Ministers 
continue in office, and the same arhiiran favourites. con- 
tinue to abuse the confidence of our Sovereign. Sudden 
conversion should be trusted with caution, especially when 
they have been brought about by interest or fear. I shall 
think the liberties of America established at an easy price 
by a two or three years' Non-Importation Agreement. By 
union and perseverance in this mode of opposition to Great 
Britain, we shall afford a new phenomenon in the history 
of mankind, and furnish posterity with an example to teach 
them Uiat peace, with all the rights of humanity and jus- 
tice, may be maintained by the exertion of economical as 
well as military virtues. We shall, moreover, demonstrate 
the falsehood of those systems of Government which ex- 
clude patriotism from the list of virtues, a^nd show that we 
act most surely for ourselves, when we aqt most disinter- 
estedly for the publick. ; 

The possibility of establishing Woollen, Cotton, and 
Linen Manufactories among us, is plain, from the success 
which hath attended several attempts that have been made 
for that purpose. A great part of the inhabitants of seve 
ral of the Counties in this Province clothe ^themselves 
entirely with woojlens and linens .manufactured in their 
own families. Our wool is equal, in quality to the wool of 
several European Countries ; and if tbe.sarne pains were 
bestowed in the culture of our Sheep, which are used in 
England and Spain, I have no doubt but inajew years our 
wool would equal the wool of Segovia itself, _ Nor will there 
be a deficiency in the quantity of wool which will be neces- 
sary for us, if we continue to adhere to the. Association of the 
Congress as strictly as we have done. ; If jhe.City of Phila- 
delphia consumes 20,000 Sheep less this year than it did last, 
how many 20,000 Sheep may we suppose will be saved 
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throughout the whole Province ? According to the ordi- 
nary increase in the breed of Sheep, and allowing for the 
additional quantity of wool, which a little care of them will 
produce, 1 think 1 could make it appear that in five years 
there will he wool enough raised in the Province to clothe 
the whole of its inhabitants. Cotton may be imported 
upon such terms from the West-Indies and Southern Colo- 
nies, as to enable us to manufacture thicksets, calicoes, 
&c, at. a much cheaper rale than they can be imported 
from Britain. Considering how much these stuffs are 
worn by those classes of people who constitute the ma- 
jority of the inhabitants of our Country, the encourage- 
ment of the Cotton Manufactory appears to be an object 
of the utmost consequence. I cannot help suggesting in 
this place, although it may appear foreign to our subject, 
•that the Trade to the West-Indies and Southern Colonies 
for cotton, would create such a, commercial union. with the 
Middle and Northern Colonies, as would tend greatly to 
strengthen that political union which now subsists betueen 
them. I need say nothing of the facility of cultivating 
flax, nor of the excellent quality of the linens which have 
been already manufactured among us. I shall only add, 
that this manufactory may be carried on without lessening 
the value of that trade which arises from the exportation 
of our flaxseed to Ireland. . 

I cannot help layinga good deal of stress upon the pub- 
lick spirit of my countrymen, which removes the success 
of these Manufactories beyond a bare possibility, and seems 
to render it in some measure certain. , The Resolves of 
the Congress have been executed with a. fidelity hardly 
known to laws in any Country, and that too without the 
assistance of fire and sword, or even of the Civil Magis- 
trate, and in some places in direct opposition to them 
all. It gives me the utmost pleasure to mention here, 
that our Province is among the foremost of the Colonies 
in the peaceable mode of opposition recommended by the 
Congress. When I reflect upon the temper we have dis- 
covered in the present controversy, and compare it with 
the habitual spirit of industry and economy for which we 
are celebrated among strangers, I know not how to esti- 
mate our virtue high enough. I am sure no objects will 
appear too difficult, nor no undertakings too expensive for 
us in the present struggle. The sum of money which has 
been already subscribed for the purpose of these Manufac- 
tories, is a proof that I am not too sanguine in my expect- 
ations from this Province. 

I now come to point out the advantages we shall de- 
rive from establishing the Woollen, Cotton, and Linen 
Manufactories among Os. The first advantage I shall 
mention is, we shall save a large sum of money annually 
in our Province. The Province of Pennsylvania is sup- 
posed to "contain 400,000 inhabitants. Let us suppose 
that only 50,000 of these are clothed with the woollens, 
cottons, and linens of Great Britain, and that the price of 
clothing of each of these persons, upon an average, amounts 
to Five Pounds sterling a year. If this computation be just, 
then the sum annually saved in our Province by the mahu-' 
factory of our clothes, will amount to £250,000 sterling. 

Secondly : Manufactories, next to Agriculture, are the 
basis of the riches of eyery Country. Cardinal Ximenes 
is remembered at this day in Spain, more for the improve- 
ment he made in the breed of Sheep, by importing a num- 
ber of rams from Barbary, thin for any other services he 
rendered his Country. King Edward the Fourth and 
Queen Elizabeth, of England, are mentioned with grati- 
tude by historians for passing Acts of Parliament to import 
a number of Sheep from Spain; and to this mixture of 
Spanish with English Sheep, the wool of the latter owes 
its peculiar excellence and reputation all over the world. 
Louis the Fourteenth, King of France, knew the impor- 
tance of a Woollen Manufactory in his Kingdom, and in 
order to encourage it allowed several exclusive privileges 
to the Company of Woollen.Traders in Paris. The effects 
of this Royal patronage of this Manufactory have been 
too sensibly felt by the English, who have, within these 
thirty or forty years, had the mortification of seeing the 
trade up the Levant, for woollen cloths, in some measure 
monopolized by the French. It is remarkable that the 
riches and naval power of France have increased in pro- 
portion to this very lucrative trade. 



Thirdly: By establishing these Manufactories among us, 
we shall employ a number of poorpeople in our City, and 
that too in a way most agreeable to themselves, and least 
expensive to the Company; for, according to our plan, the 
principal part of the business will be carried on in their 
own houses. Travellers- through Spain inform us, that hjL 
the Town of Segovia, which contains 60,000 inhabitants, 
there is not a single beggar to be seen. This is attributed 
entirely to the Woollen Manufactory which is carried on in 
the most extensive 'manner iri that place, affording constant ' 
employment to the whole of their poor people. 

Fourthly: By establishing the Woollen, Cotton, and Linen . 
Manufactories in this Country, we shall invite manufac- 
turers from every part of Europe, particularly from Britain 
and Ireland, to come and settle among us. To men who 
want money to purchase lands, and who, from habits of 
manufacturing, are "undisciplined to agriculture, the prospect 
of meeting with employment as soon as they arrive "in this 
Country, in a way they have been accustomed to, would 
lessen the. difficulties of emigration, and encourage thou- 
sands to come and settle in America. If they increased 
our riches by increasing the' value' .of our property, and if 
they added to our strength by adding to our numbers only, 
they would be a great acquisition to us. But there are 
higher motives which should lead us to invite strangers to 
settle in this Country. . Poverty, with its other evils, has 
joined with it, in every part of Europe, all the miseries of 
slavery. America is now the only asylum for liberty in 
the whole world. The present contest with Great Britain 
was, perhaps, intended by the.Supreme Being, among other 
wise and benevolent purposes, to show the world {his 
asylum, which, from its remote and unconnected situation 
with the rest of the globe, might have remained a gecre,t 
for ages. By establishing manufactories, we stretch forth 
a hand from the ark to invite the timid manufacturers to 
come in. It might afford us pleasure to trace the new 
sources of happiness which would immediately open to our , 
fellow-creatures from their settlement in this Country. 
Manufactories have been accused of being unfriendly to 
population. I believe the charge should fall upoTi slavery. 
By bringing manufacturers into this land of liberty and 
plerity, we recover them from the torpid state in which 
they existed in their own Country, and place them in cir- 
cumstances which enable them to become husbands and 
fathers, and thus we add to the general, tide of human hap- 
piness. "' ' - ' " . ' =- 

Fifthly: The establishment of Manufactories in this 
Country, by lessening our imports from Great Britain, 
will deprive European luxuries and vices of those vehicles 
in which they have been transported to America. The 
wisdom of the Congress cannot be too much admired, in 
putting a check to them both. They have in effect said 
to them, " Thus far shall ye go, and no farther." 

Sixthly : By establishing Manufactories among us, we 
erect an 'additional barrier against the encroachments of 
tyranny. A people who are entirety dependant on for- 
eigners for food or clothes, must always be subject to .them. 
I need notdetain you in setting for f th the misery of holding 
property, liberty and life upon the precarious will qf our 
fellow-subjects in Britain, I beg leave to add a thought 
in this place which has been but little attendee! to by the 
writers upon this subject, and that is, that poverty, confine- 
ment, and death are triflirlg evils when compared with that 
total depravity of heart which is connected with slavery. 
By becoming slaves we shall lose every principle of vir- 
tue. We shall transfer unlimited otadience from, qur 
Maker to a corrupted majority in the British . House of 
Commons, and shall esteem their crimes the certificates of 
their commission to govern us, We shall cease to look 
with horrourupon the prostitution of our. wives and daugh- 
ters, by those civil and military harpies who now hover 
around the liberties of our Country. We shall cheerfully 
lay them both at their feet. We shall hug our chains. 
We shall cease to be men. We shall be slaves, 

I shall now consjder the objections, which have been 
made to the establishment of Manufactories in this Country. 

The first, and most common objection to Manufactories 
in this Country is, that they will draw off our attention 
from Agriculture. This objection derives great weight 
from being made originally by the Duke of SuUy, against 
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the establishment of Manufactories in France. But the 
history of that Country shows us, that it is more founded in 
speculation than fact. France has become opulent and 
powerful in proportion as Manufactories have flourished in 
her ; and if Agriculture has not kept pace with her Manu- 
factories, it is owing entirely to that ill-judged policy which 
iorbade the exportation of grain. I believe it will be 
found, upon inquiry, that a greater number of hands, have 
been. taken from the plough, and employed in importing, 
retailing, and transporting British woollens, cottons, and 
linens, than would be sufficient to manufacture as much of 
them as. would clothe all the inhabitants of the. Province. 
There is. an endless variety in the geniuses of men ; 
and it would be to preclude the exertion of the faculties 
of the .mind to.cpnfine them entirely to the simple arts 
of agriculture. Besides, if these Manufactories were con-* 
ducted as they ought to be, two-thirds of the labour. of 
them will be carried on by those members of society who 
cannot be employed in agriculture, namely, by women and 
children. - . 

A second objection is, that we cannot manufacture 
cloths so cheap here; as they can be imported from 
Britain. It has been the misfortune of most of the Manu- 
factories .which have been set up in this Country, to afford 
labour to journeymen only for six or nine months in the 
year, by which means their wages have necessarily been 
so high as to support. them 'in the intervals of their labour. 
It will be found, upon inquiry, that those Manufactories 
which occupy journeymen the whole year, are carried on 
at as cheap - a rate as they are in Britain. The expense 
of manufacturing" cloth will be lessened from the great share 
women and children will have in them ; and 1 have .the 
pleasure of informing you that the machine lately brought 
into this City for lessening the expense of time and. hands 
in spinning, - is likely to meet with encouragement from the 
Legislature of our Province. In a word, the experiments 
which have been already made among' us, convince us that 
woollens and linens of all kinds may be made and bpught 
as cheap as those imported (mm Britain; and I believe 
every one who has tried the former, will acknowledge that 
they wear twice as well as the latter. -; 

A third objection to Manufactories is, that they destroy 
health, and are hurtful to population. The same may be 
said of Navigation, and many other arts which are essen- 
tial to thejhappiness and glory of a State. I believe that 
many of the diseases Jo which the manufacturers in Britain'' 
are subject, are brought on, not so much by the nature of 
their employment, but by their unwholesome diet, damp 
houses, and other had accommodations, each of which 
may be prevented in America. 

A fourth objection, to establishing Manufactories in this 
. Country, is a politicafone. The liberties , of America have 
been twice, and we. hope will be a third time preserved by 
a non-importation of British manufactures. By manufac- 
turing our own clothes we deprive ourselves of the only 
weapon by which we can hereafter effectually oppose Great 
Britain, Before we, answer this objection, it becomes us 
to acknowledge the obligations we owe to our Merchants 
for consenting, so cheerfully, to a suspension of trade with 
Britain. From the benefits we have derived from their 
virtue, it "would be unjust to insinuate that there ever will 
be the lejast danger of trusting the. defence of our liberties 
to tljeni ;' but. I. would wish to guard against placing' one 
body of. men only upon that forlorn hope to which a non- 
importation agreement must ajways expose them. For 
this purpose' I would fill their stores with the manufactures 
of American looms, and thus establish their trade upon a 
foundation that cannot be ghaken. Here, then, we derive 
an answer \o the last objection that, was mentioned ; for in 
proportion as manufactures flourish in America, they must, 
decline id Britain, and it is well known that nothing but 
"her Manufactories liave rendered her formidable in all our 
contests with her. These are the foundations of all her 
riches and power. These have made her Merchants 
Nobles, and her Nobles Princes. These carried her so 
triumphantly through \he late expensive war ; and these are 
the support of a power more dangerous to the liberties of 
America than her Fleets and Armies — I mean the power 
of corruption'. I am not one of those vindictive patriots 



who exult in the prospect of the decay of the Manufacto- 
ries of Britain, I can forgive her late attempts to enslave 
us, in the memory of our once mutual freedom and hap- 
piness. And should her Liberty, her Arts, her Fleets 
and Armies, and her Empire, ever be interred in Bri- 
tain, I hope they will all arise in British garments only in 
America. 



JOURNAL 4 P. THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL' COM- 
MITTEE OF THE CITY OF NEW-YORK. 

Committee Chamber, March 16, 1775. 
The .Committee met, by adjournment, this evening at the 
Exchange: Present, ,...•■ 



Isaac Low, Chairman, Joseph Totten, 
John Jay, Thomas Ivers, 

Isaac Sears, . Hercules. Mulligan, 

Alexander McDougall, John Anthony, 



John Broome, 
Abraham P. Lott, 
Abraham Puryee, 
Francis Lewis, 
John Lasher, "' 



Theophilus Anthony, 
William Goforth, 
Francis Basset, 
Jeremiah Piatt, 



Comfort Sands, 
John Berrian, 
Nicholas Roosevelt, 
Edward Fleming, 
Frederick Jay, 
George Janeway, 
Lindley Murray, 
Lancaster Burling. 



Mr. Lewis, from the Sub-Committee appointed to state 
the case of Messrs. Robert Murray and John Murray 
respecting their having landed Goods from on board the 
Ship Beulah, reports a Letter from the Committee of 
Elizabethtown to this Committee, which Letter is in the 
words following, viz : 

Elizabethtown, Friday, 12 o'clock _P. M., March > 18, 177S. 

* Gentlemen: In consequence of the information received 
from Captain Sears relative to the suspicion that some part 
of the Cargo of the Ship Beulah had been unladed before 
she quitted this coast, the Committee of Observation. of 
this Town met this evening, and made inquiry respecting 
the affair; and thereupon have to inform you, that it ap- 
pears to them that a Boat belonging to this.Tovvn did, last 
Monday morning, sail from New-York to Sandy-Hook; 
that on Tuesday evening she returned here. Two of the 
witnesses examined were the boatmen, and the person 
who we suspect engaged the Boat', who refused to be 
sworn ; but from their behaviour, and what they said on 
examination, and other circumstances, we believe that it 
was the Boat seen to be hovering about the "Beulah, and 
took Mr. John Murray out of the Ship, and that Goods 
from "said Ship were landed by the said Boat at Staten- 
IsJand. We are not able at present to furnish you with 
any further particulars. The Committee wjll make further 
inquiry into this matter, and if any thing further appears, 
will give you inimediate information ;"in the mean time we 
thought proper to give the above early intelligence, to 
furnish you with a clue in all probability of making more 
important discoveries on St at en- Island, where vve think 
the Goods were undoubtedly landed, at the East Ends, or 
in the 'Kills. Signed by order of the Committee : 

Jonathan Hampton, Chairman. 
To the Committee of Observation of New- York. 

The said Sub-Committee further report another Letter 
to this Committee, from the Committee of Elizabethtown, 
which is in the words following, viz: • ■. > ■ 

... Elizabethtown, March 11, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The Committee of Observation of this 
Town have this day used their endeavours to make a fur- 
ther discovery relating to the unlading part of the Cargo 
of the Ship Beulah, but are not able to give you the infor- 
mation they desire. Samuel Lee, a boatman of this Town, 
employed and accompanied by Ichabod B. Barnet, Esq., 
(son-in-law to Robert Murray,) appear, from very strong 
circumstances", to have been the persons concerned in that 
affair, who went from New- York on Monday last to the Ship. 

We have had Lee before us.; He appears greatly per- 
plexed, but cannot be persuaded to give any clear infor- 
mation of the matter, he being under an apprehension that 
he, by that means, may be the ruin of some particular per- 
sons in New-York. The. said Barnet was also before us, 
but refused to answer the questiofjs'proposed to him ; he 
only offered to swear (if it would be any satisfaction to us) 
that no Goods from the Beulah were landed at this Town, 
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which, however,' we did not accept.' And there is reason 
to .believe that Lee vyould have given information, had it 
not been for said Barnet, who, it appears, has prevented 
him from making the desired discovery. 

We have only to add, that the Boat employed on this 
occasion is the property of Isaac Woodruff, Esq., who, it 
clearly appears, was "perfectly innocent, and knew nothing 
of . the. affair, _ . . .„ — . ■-.;- .- 

-. . , Signed hy order of the Committee :■-'.. 

- ;-.-'- .---'-.-.- .-.- Jonathan Hampton, Chairman. . 

To the Committee of Observation of New- York, 

The Sub-Committee also report, that on the same even- 
ing, and before this Committee had received any further 
evidence respecting this matter, Messrs. Murrays volun- 
tarily .produced to this Committee, at their meeting oil the 
. 13th March, instant, a" Letter in the words following: _.' 

To the General Committee for the City and County of 
" .V 1 ■ ~ ' • New-York : 

Gentlemen : Having been disappointed in our design 
of reshipping the Cargo of the Ship Beulah (lately arrived 
from London) in another bottom, by which we were great 
"suffereVs, and though we then conceived that such our 
design, if executed, would, have been a compliance" with 
the Resolutipn of the Congress ; we acknowledge that, 
to alleviate in some measure the great loss we sustained, 
we have been induced to land a small part of her Cargo-) 
and notwithstanding we., are persuaded that it would be 
exceedingly difficult, if not impossible, to obtain full and 
• sufficient evidence of the fact, and that the Goods are 
secured in a place of safety where they cannot be disco- 
vered, yet, upon mature reflection, and with a view to 
satisfy the publfck and this. Committee, as well as to pre- 
vent the trouble of any further inquiries upon this subject, 
we are led to make this declaration, and to acknowledge 
.that we are sorry for the imprudent step we have taken, 
and that we do, condemn the same as an unjustifiable mea- 
sure ; "and as a further proof of our willingness to conform 
to .the. Resolution pf the Congress, as far as is. now in our 
power, we do hereby engage to reship all the said Goods, 
according to the teiiour of the Association, and to give the 
Committee full and satisfactory proo.f thereof, within seven 
days from this time,. . .. . ' " ' " , , - 

Dated \3tli March, 1775. Robert Murray, 

^ - '- John Murray. :* 

• - - - ?-- ---- ~- - * ■ "-- ~ '■■' -- ^ '. 

And that they did then* offer to make a "full and ample 
confession of every fact relative to the unloading Goods from 
the Beulah, and to deliver to the Committee at their then 
next meeting, a full state of the case, under their oath and 
affirmation. .".".! " - . 

The said Sub-Committee further report, that Messrs. J. ' 
and R. Murray did accordingly deliver a statement of that 
transaction, which is in the words following, viz ; 

Inventory of Goods taken out of the Ship Beulah, at 
' Sandy-Hook, 

Eighty-four bolts of -Russia "Duck. _ 

Twenty pieces of Raven Duck. 
- Two. hundred and forty packs of Pins, 

Five bales of Pepper, two of which are in' hhds~ . 

Sixty-five bolts Oznaburghs. ~- - 

Ten pieces BTueStrouds. .. . - - 

Fpulteen pieces. IrisJiTJneti. _ ' . '. 

. Six pieces White Hejssen. - -^ - 

Eleven pieces Irish Sheeting. ' - ~ - ;. 

One paper bundle directed to Henry Van Vleck. 
.One bundle Straw, supposed a Case-maker's Cushear. 

One smalLbox of Books, Papers, &£c. ■"."".; 

Wrapper for the Strouds. - . ,. ".".-•-- 

With, wrappers .for said Goods. '. ' _- - - ; 

City of New- York, - j*. - -- . • 

: John; Murray, of the City of Neiv-York, Merchant, 
being duly sworn, saith, that the above is a'full, just, and 
true inventory of all the Goods which, were lately taken 
out of the. Ship Beulah at Sandy-Hook, by the deponent, 
find were by him landed at Elizabethtown in Netc-Jersey, 
That the. deponent did, yesterday, voluntarily make an 
acknowledgment to the Committee of ElizabethtownjtfoTe- 
saidjthat he bad so taken and landed the said Goods, 
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and did this day deliver the whole of said Goods to the 
said Committee, who took the same into their custody and 
possession*; where he believes the same 'now are. That 
the Boat in which, the said Goods were taken,. out of the 
"said Ship belonged to Isaac Woodruff, which the depo- 
nent hired for the purpose, of Samuel Lee, who was mas- 
ter _of the said Boat. That M^. Woodruff did not "know 
(as this deponent believes) for what purpose the said Boat 
was. hired, nor did the deponent inform the said Mr. Lee 
on rwhat business . he wanted the said Boat ; nor did lie 
appear to know at the time the Boat was hired, that he 
was employed on any business contrary to the;:Associationi 
That the agreement with the said JLee was only to go with 
the Boat where he was directed ; and to do. what he was 
bid. That Mr. Ichabod B a/net, of Elizabethtown, and 
Samuel Reade, of this City, went with the said Samuel 
Lee in the said Boat down to the said. Ship, at the" time, 
aforesaid. That . Mr. Barnet was "acquainted with , the 

. design of the Boat's going down to the said Ship; but the 
deponent does not know that Mr. Reade was previously 
acquainted with such design, though at the Vessel he assisted 
in taking the said Goods out by the direction of this depo- 

"nent, in whose store he is an assistant. .That John Gra- 
ham, clerk to this deponent and his partner, was on board 
the Ship with the deponent, at the time when the Goods 
were taken out", but did not see the Cfpods taken, out, being 
(as the deponent believes) asleep at that "time in the 
cabin; and that his business On board .wai.tojippy invoices" 
and letters ;" neither does this deponent know Or believe 
that the said Graham ever heard any conversation between 
the deponent* and any other person respecting the taking 
out the said Goods. ."* That when the Gppds were on board 
the Boaf, the deponent, and all the other persons above- 
mentioned, proceeded with her for JElizabejhtown, but 
stopped at Statcn-IslancT, .where they all went on shore * 
ajid Graham and Reade took passage from thenceiin the 

^Staten-lsla7id Ferry-Boat .for New-York; and the depo- 
nent, with Lee and Mr, Barnet, proceeded from Staten- ., 

. Island to Elizabethtown in the said. Boat, whereall the 
said Goods were landed by ibem, and put into Mr. Ichabod 
Barnet's store ; that the said Ichabod Barnet' had no in- 
terest in the said Goods, "but what he did "in the said ousi-'. 

; pess was merely at the request" of .this deponent and his 
said partner, and the. deponent believes "with an intention 
entirely to oblige them. That while, the Ship lay at the 
watering-place, the Captain and this deponent took into 
Kipp's small sailing-"boat sundry small articles, the princi- 
pal of which the deponent believes, were presents, but 
does. not know the particulars.- That the deponent at the 
same time took into the said little Boat, two smalLCheeses, 
about two hundred Lemons and Oranges, and_a dozenund 
nine bottles of Beer, and about two b.ush.ejs ofT^qyUoes for 
the use of the deponent and his brother/all which were 
brought up in the said Boat by this deponent and Captain 
Bussejl ; and the Cheeses, and tlvtrpther aftejmentipned 
articles, except the Beer, were presents from ihe Captain. 

That in the whole, of this, transaction, so far asreipeefs the 
delivery of the Goods from on board the Ship at die Hook, 
Captain Bussell, acted by the order and direction of this 
deponent and his partner, havihgvntr interest in the Goods 
so delivered. And this deponent further sajth, that he 
neither knows nor believes thai ?ny Goods. were taken out 
of the sale" Ship after h'er arrival here, nor.since her sailing 

-from i Sandy-Hook, except the Baggage belonging to. some 
passeng'ers, and except the Goods herein before enumera- 
ted and mentioned ; nor that any other persons than those 
above-mentioned, had any agency OTCoticeTu flrtaking ouY 
or landing the said Goods, exdepTThlTShip's crew, and 
except also one Marsh, who, at Elizabethtown, accident- 
ally passing by, was Bmployed to, assist, in landing the 
same; but the deponent believes he djd not knqw.wherd 
the Goods .camefrom. And further^akh not,, ; __... 
- --- "■"•- ■■'"-. ■ '"'-'" ""- • John Murr ay. 

Sworn the 15th day or March, 1775, before me~, 

''--"-■'.' "Andrew Gautier. - 
Cify of New-York, s$. .— ... ~. , — . _.-,. 

^Robert Murray, of the said City, being duly affirmed 
according to law, doth declare and ajfn;m, jhat s.p far forth 
as he is acquainted with the facts, cojitairied' irftjieTprego- 
ing Deposition, the, samp are truej "and that Jiejieft her 
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knows nor Relieves that any more or other Goods, or 
things were taken out of the said Ship Beulah, since her 
arrival here, than what are specified in. the foregoing De- 
position; and that he believes no other person to have 
been concerned in the said business, except those men- 
tioned in this Deposition. Robert Murray. 

Affirmed the l5xh March, 1775, before me, 
■ , - * , Andrew Gautiee. 

The said Sub-Committee further report, that, the said 
Messrs. Robert and John Murray did write a Letter to 
this Committee, accompanying the said state of the case ; 
which Letter is in the words following: 

To the General Committee for the City and County of 
• , - New-York : 

Gentlemen : The annexed Depositions contain as full 
and candid, an account of the transaction relative Jo the 
landing the Goods from the Ship Beulah, as we are able 
to give ; in the doing of which we have studied to give 
the Committee, and our fellow-citizens, the utmost satis- , 
faction w_e .are capable of. . " . 

John Murray being obliged to go to Elizabethtown to . 
take an inventory of the Goods, found the Committee 
then sitting, and conceived it to be his duty, as the Goods 
were within thejr jurisdiction, to give them notice thereof, 
and to make a full acknowledgment to them : upon doing 
which, they took, with his consent, possession of the Goods 
as mentioned in the affidavit. -..'._... 

We still declare our readiness to reship the said Goods 
as nearly as is now in our power, agreeable to the tenour 
of the_ Association, or to do otherwise with them, as the 
Committee of Elizgbethtown shall think proper to inti- 
mate or direct ; and that we are also .ready to give this 
Committee any further satisfaction respecting the said 
Goods, that they may recommend. Being desirous further 
to testify the sense we have of the imprudent nieasure we. 
have taken, as well as our concern for the trouble and 
uneasiness it has given our fellow-citizens, we would wish 
to make sucli further satisfaction, to the publick as might 
be most agreeable to them ; and therefore do hereby cheer- 
fully engage to give .the sum of Two Hundred. Pounds 
toyyards repairing the hospital in this City, lately destroyed 
by fire;,'. : ;; 7; ' :~ ' ^ : ~ J '_' . 

We are, gentlemen, very respectfully, your assured 
friends, Robert Murray, 

""■'."■' - .; John Murray. 

Now-York, March 15, 1775. 

The said Sutt-Commjttee further report another Letter 
from the Committee of Elizabetht.own, enclosing at) Affi- 
davit of Samuel Lee; which Letter apd Affidavit are in, 
the wqr.Js_ following, viz.; ' ' ' 

' -' ' Elizabethtown, March 14, 1775. 

" Sir: Enclosed Tsend you the Affidavit of Samuel Lee', 
boatman, relative to the unlading part of the Cargo of the 
Ship Beulah, which needs no comment, 

1 am, however, particularly desired by our Committee, 
earnestly to request of your Committee to protect Mr. 
Lee, as far' as lies in their power, from any insult on 
account of this a.flair. He is a person well known here 
to be of good character, and who, by his honesty and in- 
dustry, has justly acquired the esteem of all the inhabitants 
of this. Town ; and it is the opinion of our Committee he 
was unwarily led to act the part he did, as will, in part, 
appear by his Afficfavlt. I will only add, that we should 
be glatTThat whenever the Affidavit shall be., read, ..this 
Letter, niay lie. read also. 

"By order of the Committee: 

Jonathan Hampton, Chairman. 

New-Jersey, Borough of Elizabeth, ss. 

Samuel Lee, of Elizabethtown, boatman, being duly 
swon foff th e Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, deposeth 
and smIt, That on Sunday the 5th instant, he (at the 
request of Ichabod B, Barnet, Esquire) sailed from Eliza- 
bethtown aforesaid, to New-York, in the Boat or. Sloop he 
usually goes in, the said Barnet goin^as a hand with him ; 
that he arrived, .there. the. same evening; that while they 
were on their parage, said Barnet informed this depo- 
nent that lie must make haste to unlade his.Boat as soon as 
he should arrive at New-York, for that a Vessal was arrived 



at the Hook from the West-Indies, and that he wanted 
this deponent to go with him with his Boat, and take 
some Goods out of her; that said Boat was unloaded at 
New-York on Monday morning, and immediately thereaf- 
ter this deponent, and the said Barnet, sailed with the said 
Boat for Sandy-Hook ; that at the dusk of the evening of 
the same day they came along-side of a Ship, which this 
deponent believes was the Beulah, and about eight o'clock 
he was told he might go to be?, which he accordingly did, 
and went to sjeep. About twelve, was awakened, and 
desired to put off from said .Ship, and make sail, which 
accordingly was done ; that he saw the said Barnet, with 
Mr, John Murray, and one Graham, his clerk, were then 
on board his'Boat; that on Tuesday morning they touched 
on Staien-Island, where Mr, GVa^wrc landed, but no Goods 
were landed there; that on Wednesday morning, about one 
o'clock, they came along-side the store of said Barnet, at 
Elizabethtown, where the said. John Murray, Ichabod B. 
Barnet, and this deponent, landed and stored in the said 
Barnet's store, as.near as. he can .remember, the following 
Goods, to wit < a small hale, a box about three feet long, 
one box about a foot square, the contents of which are 
unknown to. this deponent ; also a quantity of Sail Duck, a 
number of bolts of Oznaburghs, about half a dozen pieces. 6f 
Linen, a.nd some pieces of Linen. Cloth, which this .depo- 
nent supposed to be Drilling ; which Goods, in the whole, 
this deponent thinks were in quantity about one ton and a 
half, or not exceeding two tong. And. this deponent saith, 
that said Goods must have been taken put o_f_said Ship, and 
put on board said Boat, while he was below as. aforesaid, as 
there were no Goods on board 1)is Boat when he left New- 
York to go to said Ship ; and further the deponent saith, that 
he did not sleep so sound but that he heard. jhejiojse of peo- 
ple working upon the deck, and that when he was called 
up as aforesaid, and had com? upon deck, he perceived 
the hatches of his Boat open, and the said Goods then 
lying in the hatchway. And further the deponent saith 
not. .. Samuel Lee. 

Sworn" at Elizabethtoipn, this V3th day of March, 1775, 
before me, John Blanchard, Alderman. 

Which Report being read, 
- Besohed, That this Committee do approve thereof: and 
Ordered, That the same be published agreeable to tho 
directions of the Eleventh Article ofthe Association. 
By order of the Committee : 

' -- Isaac Low, Chairman^ 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF NEW-YORK. ; 

- " ■ ..._'■'. . New-York, March 16, 1775. 

Beloved Countrymen : Let us read, hear, and endea- 
vour rightly to understand the subsequent passages and in- 
junctions of the most Holy Bible, that divinely perfect, infal- 
lible, and eternal rule of all our voluntary acts. and moral 
behaviour. Read, heard rightly, fully undeistood, and with 
exact punctuality obeyed, they may, for aught any mortal 
knows to the reverse, by a divine benedictionoperate pow- 
erfully, and contribute much to the .restoration of that union 
and harmony between Great Britain and her Anierican 
Colonies, so essentially requisite to promote the prosperity, 
welfare, and felicity of the. whole English Empire ; and,, 
therefore, so very ardently wished andTonged for by all g6od 
Protestant, loyal subjects j of our very gracio.us Sovereign, 
and. most august Monarch, King Gjeorge the Third, 

The texts referred to, and recommended to" a candid 
perusal, and attentive, exact deliberation, are these r 

Exodus xxii. 28: Thou sh a It not revile the gods, nor 
"curse the ruler of thy people. See also Math. xxii. from 
the 17th to the 21st, inclusive. " The words run thus, ver- 
batim r Tell us, therefore, what thin.kes.t thou ? Is it law- 
ful to give tribute unto Casar, or not? But Jesus per- 
ceived their weakness, and said, why tempt ye me, ye 
hypocrites? Show me the tribute moneyT "And they^ 
brought unto him a penny ; and he saith unto them, whose 
is this image and superscription? They say unto him, 
Casar's. Then saith he unto them, render therefore unto 
Casar the things which are Casar's, and. unto God the 
things that are God's. Also, .Row?. xjii. 1—8: Leteve/y soul 
be subject unto the higher powers. For there is iroTpower 
but of God; the powers that be are ordained of God.' 
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Whosoever, therefore, resisteth the power, resisteth the 
ordinance of God. And (note well) they that resist 
shall receive _unto_ themselves damnation.: For rulers are 
not a terroinMo good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou 
not be afraid of the power? Do that which is good, 
and thou sh'alt have praise of the same : for he js the 
Minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that 
which is evil, be afraid, for he beareth hot the sword in 
vain : for he" is the Minister of God, a revenger, to execute 
wrath upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore, ye mnst needs 
be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience 
sake. For this cause pay ye tribute also; (or they are 
God's .Ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. 
Render therefore to all their dues; tribute to whom tribute 
is due ; custom to whom custom ; fear to whom fear; hon- 
our to .whom.h.ggouf, Owe no man any thing ; but to love 
one another. For he that loveth another hath fulfilled the 
law. 2 Peter u. 13, 14 : Submit yourselves to every ordi- 
nance of men for the Lord's sake ; whether it be to the 
King'as supreme, or unto Governours, as unto them that 
are sent by him for the punishment of evil doers, and for 
the praise of them that do well.- Prov. xx. 2: The fear 
of the. King is as the roaring of the hon ; whoso provoketh 
him to anger, sinneth against his soul. Be just, be free. 



New- York, Starch 20, 1775. 

Mr. Holt : In Rivington's Gazetteer of last week, I 
saw a collection of Scripture texts adduced to countenance 
the doctrines of passive obedience and non-resistance. This 
attempt reminded me of Satan's quoting Scripture to en- 
courage" presumption ; and indeed absolute passive obedi- 
ence and non-resistance in all cases, is as contrary to the 
word of God, as presumption. That your readers may be 
convinced of this, I here furnish you with the following 
tests' .of .Scripture, which I desire you would publish the 
first opportunity. 

■ _ Exodus i. 15 — 20: The Egyptian midwives disobeyed 
the cruel order of their King, to kill the male infants of the 
Israelites, and for this generous and humane refusal, they 
were signally blessed of the Lord, The Israelites, with 
reason, disobeyed the inhuman mandate of their Monarch. 
1 Sam.xiYi 15. And his footman justly disobeyed him. 
Also, (1 Sam. xxii. 17,) Mord_ecai, Shadrach, Mtschach, 
and Abednego. The Prophet Daniel, and tJie^Apostles 
disobeyed the unlawful commands of Kings and Magis- 
trates. Compare Esther Hi. 1 — 9 ; Daniel iii. 15^—18 ; 
Daniel vi. 7—10; Acts iv. 18—20; Ads t.27— 29. 
From these quotations, it appears that when resistance to 
the orders of Magistrates is forbidden in Scripture, it is . 
meant of resistance to jOst and legal orders. To he con- 
vinced that oppression, tyranny, and unrighteous acts of 
Government, are odious to the Supreme Being, consider 
the following texts: 2 Sam. xxiji. 3: He that ruleth over 
man must be just, ruling in the fear of God. Jer. xxx. 
20 : I will punish all that oppress my people. Isaiah x. 1 : 
Wo unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that 
write grievousness, which they have prescribed to torn aside 
the needy from judgment, and to take away the right from 
the poor of my people. Ezek. xiv, 9 : Thus saith. the 
Lord (iod, remove violence and spoil, and execute judg- 
ment and justice ; take away youf exactions from my peo- 
ple, saith the Lord. Ecclesiastes vli. 7 : Surely oppres- 
sion fmflteth a wise man mad. Psalm Ixxii. 4: He shall , 
break in f pieces the oppressor. 7 Exodus iii. 7,8,9: And 
the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction of my peo- 
ple, which are in Egypt, and have heard_ their cry, by 
reason of their task-maslers, for I know their sorrows "and 
am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the 
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land, unto a 
good land, and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and 
honey; Now, therefore, behold, the. cry of the children of 
Israel is. come up unto the, and I have also seen the op- 
pression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them ; and ac- 
cordingly he brought them out of the house of bondage 
with an high hand and an outstretched. arm, and drowned 
their oppressors, Pharoah and his Egyplains, in the Red- 
Sea. Rehoboam took the council of the young men, and 
rejected the old melt's advice ; and answered the people 
roughly,and said he would add to' their burdens, and not 
ease them; whereupon marry of the tribes revolted, and 



the King thereupon going to fight against them to. reduce 
them to submission, is fobjdden of God. Compare 2 Chron, 
x. and 14, with 1. Kings xji., and 2 Chron. xi. Thus 
saith the Lord, ye shall not go up nor fight against your 
brethren. A good hint for the Army ! Peruse the iii. iv. 
v. vi. and vii. chapters of the book of Esther. Chapter 
iii, 8 : And Human said unto King Ahasuerus, there is a 
certain people scattered abroad, and dispersed among the 
people in all the Provinces of thy Kingdom, and their laws 
are diverse from all people; neither. keep they the King's 
law ; therefore, it is not for the King's profit to suffer them. 
If if please the King, let it be written, that they may be 
destroyed, and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver to 
the hands of those that have the charge of the business to 
bring it into the King's treasuries ; and the King took the 
ring from his hand, and gave it unto Ilampn, the Jew's 
enemy : and the King said unto Ilaman, the silver is given 
to thee, the people also, to do with, them as.it seBmeth 
good to thee. Hdman, however, failed in his bloody de- 
signs against the Jews'; they w ; ere delivered from the med- 
itated destruction, and he was hanged on a gallows of his 
own raising. A dreadful warning this to all vindictive" 
and sanguinary Ministers ! When the Jews were devoted 
to destruction by the edict of King Ahasuerus, all avenues 
to .the throne were shut up, and freeaccess to the Monarch 
prohibited, on pain of death. Queen Esther, urged by 
absolute necessity, ventured to petition The King in these 
dangerous circumstances, and succeeded. An apology this, 
for our glorious Congress, if it needs one. O that it may " 
be anexample of the success of their Petition. Bribery 
is" expressly forbidden in the word of God. E$odu$ xxiii. 
8: Thou shalt not take a gift, for a gift blindeth the eyes 
of the wise, and perverteth the words of the righteous. 
Prov. xxix. 4 : He that receiveth gifts overthroweth" the 
land. See persons threatened for this sin, 1 Sam. viii. 3 ; 
Isaiah i. 23, v. 22; Jer. xxii. 17; Ezek. xxii. 27 ; Hos. 
iv. 18; Amos v. 12; and Mich. 'iii. 11. , 

The whole tenour of the.Gospel is diametrically opposite 
to every species of tyranny and oppression; the love of 
mankind is Its grand peculiarity. Our Saviour informs us 
that the love of our neighbour is the'great commandment 
of the Law; "and he exhorts his .disciples to do to others 
whatsoever they would that others should, do unto them ; 
this, he says, is the law and the prophets. The celebrated 
Doctor Newton, now Bishop of Bristol', in his Dissertations 
on the Prophecies, having shewn how minutely and remark- 
ably the predictions concerning the destruction of tyranfs 
were accomplished, adds this remark: (vol. I. p. 312:) 
" But not only in this particular, but in the general, the Scrip- 
tures, though often perverted to the purpose of tyranny, are 
yet in their own nature calculated to promote the civil, as 
well as the religious liberties of mankind, ^rue.religion, and 
virtue, and liberty, are more nearly related, and more inti- 
mately connected with each other, than people commonly 
consider. It is very trire, as St. Paul saith, (2 Cor. iii. 17,) 
that where the spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty : or, as 
our Sduiour expresseth it, (John viii. 3f, 32,) If ye continue 
in my; word, then are ye my disciples indeed, and. ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." What 
a pity is it, that this learned, and ingenious Bishop and all 
the rest of his Right Reverend brethren have not acted in 
the legislative capacity according to those liberal, generous, 
and noble sentiments! . ._ ..".... -,-...-. ' 

I shall conclude with an extract from the polite, Catho- 
lick, and elegant Doctor Balguy's dedication of his Sermons 
to his Grace Doctor Thomas Herring, Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, at the.time of the last rebellion" in Scotland in favour 
of the Pretender. " What follows, my Lord, not only seems 
to claim .a place, but cannot be omitted without a crime — I 
mean that exemplary love of your Country, which burns so 
nobly in your own breast, and has kindled or spread that gen- 
erous passion all around you. You teach us by all fit means 
and methods, not only to be good Clergymen, hut good 
Englishmen ; not only to be wise and virtuous, but brave and 
free. You set before us, in the strongest light, the charms 
of .liberty, and execrable evils of tyranny and bondage; 
inflaming our minds .with an ardent love for the one, and 
an unconquerable aversion to the pdiec. From yourJGrace 
we learn.how to oppose the arts and jntrigues of modern 
Rome with the spirit of ancient Romans; and cheerfully to 
sacrifice pur lives and fortunes to the preservation of our 
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liberties, and the defence of our Country." Oh that the 
generous ardour which flames and shines in these lines 
animated the breasts of all the Bishops and Clergymen in 
England and America, and every Protestant heait in the 
world ! Phtlai^ethes. 



the^e blessings, which his gentle reign has afforded, and 
who are heartily disposed to give him the strongest marks 



of it. 



Signed by the Grand-Jury : 



w 



DECLARATION OjF TFIE. G.RAND-JURY . AND MAGISTRA.TES, 
ITC] AT THE COURT OF QUARTER-SESSIONS, AT JOHNS- 
TOWN, TRYON COUNTY, NEW- YORK, MARCH 16, 1775. 

. Whereas, the Supervisors of the several Districts in the 
County of Tryon, with the entire approbation of some of 
the most respectable persons in that County for character 
and property, did, so early as June last, by Tetters to, the 
gentlemen of the New-York Committee, decline entering- 
into the unhappy dispute between Great Britain and its 
Colonies; and therein assigned their reasons for so doing, 
a? according to their humble conceptions it did not appear 
to tend to the violatiqn of their civil or religious rights, but 
merely regarded a single article of Commerce, which no 
person was compelled to purchase, and which persons of 
real virtue and resolution might easily have avoided or dis- 
pensed with ; .instead of which the inhabitants of one capi- 
tal Jiad committed an outrageous and unjustifiable act on 
the private property of the India Company, and therefore 
appeared, to be alone affected by or really interested in the 
measures then taken by t lie King and Parliament, in support 
of what was and is deemed by many persons of good abili- 
ties and integrity, its just right and prerogative, then neces- 
sarily asserted for the preservation of order and due obedi- 
ence to.GoyeTTjment. "-■■__ -'-.,-- 

And whereas, these Supervisors, at a subsequent publick 
meeting, called in their own vindication, had the satisfaction 
to find that their conduct met. with the entire approbation 
'of a large majority ; and their former proceedings were 
signed as such, by those who had not before been consulted 
upon it.. And they have, moreover, since "had the addi- 
tional pleasure to observe, that notwithstanding all the arti- 
fices used by violent and designing m§n to practise on the 
easy credulity of the good people of this Country, their 
conduct now stands justified, as Well from the wi£e and tem- 
perate Resolves 'of .the true Representatives of this Colony, 
as from the opinion of all good subjects and real lovers of 
order and subordination. Therefore, at a time when so 
many Districts, Sic, are manifesting in a publick manner" 
their loyal attachment to Government, in opposition to the 
s'peciotiS illusion and independency with which they had 
been.arnused, the Grand-Jury of a County which had been 
foremost in avowing its sentiments, could not pass over the 
present opportunity that offers, of bearing testimony to the 
prudent conduct and invariable resolutions of their County, 
as a respectable part of which they declare in few and plain 
words, but in the language of "truth, that they abhorred, and 
still do abhor, all measures tending, through partial repre- 
sentation, to alienate the affections of the subjects from the 
Crown ; Or by wresting the intent and meaning of a par- 
ticular Act, to draw in the inhabitants of a wide and exten- 
sive Territory to a dangerous and rebellious opposition to 
the Parent State", when exerting itself to preserve that obe- 
dience, withoTit which tio State can' exist ; in which opin- 
ion they are strengthened by the certain knowledge that 
a large body of them haVe of the superiour advantage of 
the British Constitution, not only over those und„er which 
so many* of them were born, but with which they have been 
in any wise acquainted ; and that this excellent Constitu- 
tion does appear to be in more danger from the intemperate 
warmth and. dangerous politicks of ignorant men, or crafty 
Republicans, than from any measures which it appears to 
be either the ajrn orzinlerest of Government to enforce. 

They do, therejore, resolve to bear faith and true alle- 
giance to their lawful Sovereign King George the Third," 
" and that in the true and plain sense of the words," as 
they are or ought to be commonly understood, without the 
prevarication which has often accompanied the same ex- 
pressioTis from his warmest opponents. And as these have 
been the, sentiments of the most respectable people of this. 
County from the. beginning, His Majesty's faithful Grand- 
Jurors will, in any extremity, exert themselves in the sup- 
port of Government, as men who, whilst they have a true 
sense of generous liberty, are equally sensible of the just 
claim he has to their warmest loyalty for the enjoyment of 
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REV. ELEAZER WHEELOCK TO GOVERNOyR TRUMBULL. 
-.-■■■ - ' Dartmouth College, March 16,1775. 

Much Honoured Sir: 1 think. that a concern for my 
own and my Country's safety, may be esteemed sufficient 
excuse for my acting so much out of character as. I may 
seem to do, in intermeddling in. our present publick and 
distressing affairs ; and relying upon your candour and 
friendship to accept this for excuse^ and to! suppress what- 
ever you may think may disserve me or that cause which 
has long been, and still is, my object, I shall freely hint 
something which I don't know but may be useful, and con- 
sequently would be criminal to withhold. 

You are not insensible, Sir, how" calamitous. and distress- 
ing the case of these new and defenceless settlements will 
likely be, if such a Northern Army of Savages, See, as we 
have been threatened" with should, be prevailed upon to 
join European forces against these Colonies, and how 
much of the strength of the Country below us must neces-" 
sarily be diverted from the sea-eoaj5t to defend and secure . 
us, if such an event should take place. For this, among 
other reason?, I have this spring sent Mi. James Dean, 
(who, among other excellent qualifications, is a great mas- 
ter of the language of the Indians at Cgghnawagtt,) as a 
Missionary, to itinerate for a short thrle among the tribes 
in Canada, to keep the fire burning, and brighten the chain 
(as they speak) of that friendship lately commenced be- 
tween those tribes and this Seminary, which at present 
seems to he high in the esteem of many of them, as .their 
conduct has fully testified, by receiving duf Missionaries, 
and treating them with respect J sending their children 
from" time to time with cheerfulness to school, &c. I have 
ten of their sons how with me, eight of whom are descend- 
ants from English captives, and one a son; of the chief 
Sachem at St. Francis, and another is brother to the youth 
who was lately elected and crowned Sachem at Caghna- 
waga, which young Sachem I expect also will come hither 
to receive" an education, as his father, who was here with 
him, promised to send him. to me as soon p certain rites, 
customary among them to ratify and publish his election 
to and investure in said office, should be performed, A 
number who have been at school here, "ha v¥' returned on 
one'occasion and another, and, made favourable reports of 
the treatment they met with amorm the English, and an 
honourable representation of the kind design of this school. 
I expect a number more from those tribes Boon, and Likely 
may have more than J can at present find means to support. 
This connexion, Sir, 1 esteem, under God, our strongest 
bulwark, if such invasion from the northward should be 
made, ■.!.-„' -'? '""'■"■ 

1 would also further inform you that Mr.. Xjean was. 
brought up and naturalized among the Six Nations ; is a 
great master of their language, and much esteejmed as an 
orator among them-; and his influence among them I ap- 
prehend to be greater than any other man's, unless it be 
their present Superintendent, and is esteerh'ed by the best 
judges to be a man of genius, learning^ piety., and great 
prudence. lie was of opinion, (though he thought nothing 
of any mention being made of it,) that if there should be 
occasion, and he should he properly authorized for it, he 
could influence all those Six Nations ..to join these Colo- 
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nies against any invasion that should be made or attempted 
against them, and I don't think he did at all overrate his 
ability or influence for that purpose. Mr. Dean designed 
to return as soon as the Lake should be deajr.of ice, and the 
streams and roads should favour it, which will likely be in 
May. 

, If.what.1 have hinted shall suggest the least advantage 
to the cause, I am well repaid for writing; and if none at 
all, yet you have a testimonial of the good wishes and de- 
sires of him/who is, with much esteem and respect, your 
Honour's most obedient and most humble servant, 

ELEAZER WhEELOCK. 

Governoux Trumbull. 



REMONSTRANCE PRESENTED BY THE SELECTMEN OF BIL- 
LE.RICA TO HIS EXCELLENCY GENERAL GAGE, MARCH 
16, 1 775'. " 

May it please your Excellency : 7 _ 

_ We, the Selectmen of the Town of Billerica, beg leave 
to remonstrate* to your Excellency that, on the 8th of this 
instant, (March,) one Thomas Ditson, an. inhabitant of 
said Town of Billerica, was tarred and feathered, and very 
much abused, by a party of His Majesty's Forty-Seventh 
Regiment, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Ncsbif. As guardians for said.Town, and from a regard 
to the liberties and properties of its inhabitants, w-e cannot 
but resent this procedure. Your Excellency must be sen- 
sible that, .tins act is a high infraction on that personal 
security which every Englishman is entitled to, and with- 
out which his boasted Constitution is but a name. 

It is sufficiently unhappy for us, that we find Troops 
quartered among us for the purpose of enforcing obedience 
to Acts of .Parliament of Great Britain, in the highest 
sense iniquitous, cruel, and unjust. It is still more unhap- 
py, if these Troops, instead of preserving the character 
which British Troops once had, should pour inadditional 
insult, and be guilty of the most brutal outrages. We hope 
your Excellency will take some steps for accommodating 
this affair; for we assure you we cannot, consistent with 
bur fluty, pass this matter over. We have been told by 
your Excellency, that you never meant to disturb the in- 
tercourse between the. Town and the Country; confiding 
in this, we have passed and repassed in our usual manner. 
We therefore hope your Excellency will make it evident, 
by your conduct, that you are determined the intercourse 
shalLbe preserved, and we be not buoyed up with promises 
which, in the end, we. unhappily find not to be depended 
upon. Lieutenant Colonel Nesbit is an Officer under your 
Excellency's command ; of you, therefore, we demand 
satisfaction for the insult committed by him; we think it is 
in your power. We beg' your Excellency that the breach, 
nowtoo wide between Great Britain, and this Province; 
may not, by such brutality of the Troops, still be increased. 
We assure you, Sir, it always has been, and still is, our 
sentiment/and prayer, that harmony may be restored, and 
that vfe may not be. drove to the last distress of Nations^ 
• ' But : may it please your Excellency, we must tell you. 
we are determined, If the innocent inhabitants of. our 
Country Towns (for xve must think this man innocent in 
this affair) must be interrupted by Soldiers in their lawful 
intercourgg with the Town of Boston, and treated with the 
most brutish ferocity, we shall hereafter use a different 
style froiQ that .of petition and complaint.' 

If the grand bulwarks of our Constitution are thus vio- 
lently "torn away, and the powers on earth prove unfriendly 
to the' ca.nse~of Virtue, liberty, and humanity, we are still 
happy. We can appeal to Him who judgeth righteously, 
and to Him we cheerfully leave the event. 



TO THE /GENTLEMEN OF THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS 
~ OF VIRGINIA. • 

— ■-■•;-■ Williamsburgh, Virginia, March 17, 1775. 

The addresses presented to their Lieutenant-Governour 
by tlip.Coxinc.il and.eleven polluted Members of the Assem- 
bly of New- York,' are, to.Bvecy sensible thinking Ameri- 
can, of JnBniteTy a .mrjre alarming nature than the threats 
,of the Minisler, the bruium fulmen of the King's speech, 
(if that. can. properly be termed the King's speech which 
the Minister" lias publickly avowed to be his own compo- 



sition^*) or the echoing back thisspeech by a hireling ma- 
jority of the Peers to their paymaster; for as long as a. 
spirit of union subsists through this Continent, and as long 
as, the people at home have reason to think that this spirit 
does subsist, these threats of the Minister (although vibra- 
ted from, the sounding-board of the Throne) and the echo- 
ing it back by a. hired chorus of Peers, must cast more 
ridicule upon those by whom they are uttered, than give 
terrour to those at whom they are levelled. But th§ sus- 
picion or report of any defection amongst ourselves, is a 
matter of most serious concern ; it behooves you, therefore, 
gentlemen; it behooves every Provincial Congress of the 
Continent, to consider immediately of some effectual means 
to prevent the mischievous consequences Intended by these 
abandoned and senseless men, Ha_ve_we then fqrme.d a 
General Association of our Provinces? Have we pledged 
ourselves^ to each other, to our posterity, to mankind? 
Have we made so great (temporary at least) sacrifices in 
Commerce ?. Have we, solemnly engaged to make still 
greater sacrifices in the glorious ca.dse^of. Liberty ? Have 
we. confounded oqr enemies by a strain of virtue scarcely 
credible in these modern ages, and with a spirit of harmony 
that has surpassed, .the most sanguine expectation ? Have 
we acted this noble part ? And shall the Council and 
eleven contemptible Assemblymen of ' New -York attempt 
to render all we have done abortive? Contemptible in.aj.l 
respects — in /numbers, in understanding, in Ttnowledge, and 
in principles.! For what other. tendency can their addresses 
to their Lieutenant-Governour. possibly have but to coun- 
teract the Resolves of the Congress, and render every thing 
ye have dope abortive? These compositions of pusilla- 
nimity, abject servility, and disgusting folly,' amount simply 
to this: That the utmost exertions of ^ thjslJnited. Conti- 
nent (consisting of half a million of fighting men) can 
have no effect ; that all the resistance (civi) or military) 
which they can make," must be in vain ; but that redress 
alone rnust.be sought, and can be expected from the mag- 
nanimity of (he British Nation, and the known goodness 
and virtue of the King. Gracious Heaven ! grant, us pa- 
tience for to be told that we^are to expect any thing from 
the magnanimity of a people who, for twelve .years .suc- 
cessively, have suffered themselves to bejnsujted, disgraced, 
trampled upon, plundered, and. butchered with impunity ! 
Or to be told, that we are to look up to the goodness "and 
virtue of a King who, for the same nujpber of years, has 
been influenced to make incessant war/upon the property, 
rights, privileges, laws, honour, and integrity of his people, 
in every part of the Empire, is enough to drive moderation 

itself into violence. ". ' . ' .' I,./.. . .. 

But, continue the.se admirable Senators, what opens Still 
a surer prospect of redress is, that His Excellency Guver- 
nour Tryon is now near the Throne. So it seems that 
what the petitions, supplications, and remonstrances of the 
whole Colonies ; of .the City of London ; of the great com- 
mercial Towns of the leading Counties of England ; what 
the voice *of policy,. reason, justice, and hurrranity, could 
not effect, Colonel Tryon's being in England will accom- 
plish. I know not whether this Colonel Tryon is arn'an 
of so extraordinary talents, eloquence, und influence,. .as to 
work these mighty miracles. I never^und.ers.lood that, he 
was ; but I am sure, if he has common sense, 'and any 
inarily feelings, he cannot help being somewhat disgusted 
at this ill-timed, impertinent flattery, and that he must 
conceive the greatest contempt for the parasites who, re- 
gardless of the most important concerns, to their .Country 
and humanity, and at the very crisis/which is to determine 
whether themselves and their posterity are to be freemen 
or slaves, could step out of their way to offer up inc.ense 
to an unimportant individual, It may be said, this is all 
declamation ; it maybe so, but it is. a. declamation which 
an honest zeal in the publick cause has fbrceg*m_e into.. It 
is now time, gentlemen, to devise soiw'Tnjeans of putting 
3 "slop to this cancer .before it Spre.ads to any dangerous 
degree. You, gentlemen of yirginiaymd your.neigii.bcurs 
of Maryland have, perhaps, these means. in your bands. 

* The affected friends to Government' often complain thatTlis Ma- 
jesty is not treated. with the respect due.to his character and station; 
but it appear? to me, that a. Minister's declaring in .to open .Senate that 
the speech from the Throjic.is not thp King's, but is his own, is going 
beyond disrespect. .It is a most outrageottSTrisuIt ; it is representing 
His Majesty as a mere puppet, that squeaks just as he, flic prompter, 
breathes. ...''.'' 
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I would propose, then, that after a spirited manifesto, ex- 
pressing your abhorrence of the Council* and prostitute 
eleven of New-York, you should proceed to punish the 
individuals of this wicked junto who are in your power. 
Some of them have great contracts for wheat and corn in 
these Provinces, from Norfolk, Alexandria, Chester, Balti- 
more, and other ports. They export prodigious quantities, 
and enrich themselves considerably by this commerce. 1 
would propose, that all commerce with these assassins 
should be laid immediately un.der an interdict ; that not a 
single Ship belonging to a counsellor of New-York, (unless 
he purges himself by oath from having consented, to the 
address,) or of one of the prostitute eleven, should. be fur- 
nished with a freight within the Capes Henry or Charles; 
and I have that opinion of the virtue of these Provinces 
to think your injunctions would be efficacious. But here 
I must beg leave to pause for an instant, and. ask pardon of 
the publick for my apparent presumption. An individual 
who offers his thoughts to so. respectable a body as a Con- 
gress, delegated by the voice of a whole people, has cer- 
tainly the air pf presumption ; it is in some measure attribu- 
ting to himself superiour lights and abilities. But, on the 
other hand, it is allowed that an individual has frequently 
been .fortunate enough to chalk out lines in which,the most 
sagacious arid respectable bodies, have not. disdained to 
walk. 

If his proposals or hints be. weak, and absurd, they 'will 
naturally be Laughed at ; but if his intentions be honest, 
the consciousness of having acted from .motives of recti- 
tude, and. the love of his Country, will sufficiently com- 
pensate for any ridicule which his scheme can incur. I 
would therefore wish, that what I offer should rather be 
understood. as hints than advice. If these hints are attended 
to, I shall reap no personal glory ; if they are despised, I 
shall be.no personal sufferer, as my name will probably 
never be known ; for I have too great confidence in the 
integrity of the printer to apprehend he wijl insinuate, even 
the most, remotely, his conjectures of the. author. But to 
proceed" with my proposal's, or hints, in which latter light 
I am most desirou? .they should he considered : I could 
wish to the. above-mentioned manifesto was subjoined the 
warmest letter _qf thanks to the. virtuous ten of the Assem- 
bly of New-York, for their endeavours to stem the profli- 
gacy and wickedness of the majority, and for the noble- 
part they have acted as true Americans and excellent citi- 
zens; that another address, not less warm, should be pre- . 
sented to the_ gentlemen and people of New - York at 
large, expressing your opinion of their honesty and publick 
spirit, and lamenting their peculiar circumstances, which, 
to those who are strangers to these circumstances, may in- 
culcate a belief '.that they alone are exceptions to the charac- 
ter of patriotism, which the Americans are now indisputa- 
bly entitled to.. .But above all, 1 could wish. that it were 
recommended. .to .every Province of the Continent, more 
particularly to tbeir immediate neighbours of Pennsylvania, 
ihe Jerseys, and Connecticut, not to suffer one of this de- 
praved undecimvirate. to set his foot on their territories, until 
he invokes the forgiveness of his Country, and solemnly 
engages' that his future life shall be employed in makinc- 
compensation for his "present conduct, of so obviously a 
mischievous tendency. _'.... 

P. Si. The epithets prostitute, profligate, Sic, which J 
have so freely made use of, may probably appear illiberal ; 
but when we consider the mischievous consequences which, 
the. conduct of these Council and Assemblymen of Neiv- 
YorJc 'are fraught with, irmust be allowed that no language 
can. furnish opprobrious terms adequate, to their delin- 
quency. I am far indeed from apprehending that their 
weight ancT influence are sufficient to shake the virtue of 
the Continent, or occasion any defection. I do. not be- 
lieve thai an individual (much less a set of men) will be 
found who wjll be stupid and wicked enough to tread in 
their steps, the infamous *'** of Philadelphia, and a small 
perveTse drivelling knot, of Quake7-s, who form his Senate ■ 
and Court, excepted. This worthy lately fixed his resi- 
dence at New- York, with the professed intention of work- 

* I cannot .persuade mysolf that the Council wore unanimous in this 
infamQus address ; there are individuals amongst them-of known pro." 
bity, sense, and patriotism. But theso gentlemen, so far from objecting 
to the obligation of purging themselves by oath of having had any '- 
share of the guilt, will rejoice in the opportunity of acquitting them- 
selves. 



ing with some congenialspirits in that. City towards the 
ruin of the whole fabrick which the Congress had been 
raising. Indeed, it is most probable that he was the prin- 
cipal compiler, if not the dictator, of these wretched ad- 
dresses. The style and sentiments are certainly his; the 
same mist, fog, and darkness, "which overcast all his pro- 
ductions, envelop these addresses; and the same narrow, 
crooked politicks, low cunning, malignancy, and treachery, 
discoverable through the mist, fog, and obscurity of all his 
works and actions, betray themselves in these addresses. 
It may now be asked, as I have represented the character, 
weight, and .credit of these eleven Assemblymen, of the 
majority of the Council of New- York, and their Philadel- 
phia coadjutor, or more properly dictator, in so despica- 
ble a light, wherefore I should sound the alarm? What 
mischiefs can possibly result from tbe utmost such men can 
do ? I answer, that although they can neither occasion 
any defection, nor present the least prospect of success to 
the enemies of America and liberty, they can do very con- 
siderable mischief. They can procrastinate the issue ; 
they can (and most probably will) prolong the inconveni- 
ences which we must, more or less, feel during the contest. 
There is nothing mor.e certain than, that .the Ministry have 
proceeded to the enormous lengths they have done upon 
the presumption that the attacks upon Boston woujd hot 
have been taken up by the_otl>er Provinces, as the cause 
of the whole.* There is, therefore, nothing more certain 
than that the appearance of onr firmness and unanimity 
must soon have overthrown them, or forced them into a 
total change of measures ; but. the least appearance that 
this firmness and unanimity no longer subsists, will en- 
courage them to persist, and enable, them, to keep their 
ground some time longer. These addresses of New-York 
will give this appearance ; so that whatever the gentlemen, 
the merchants, the tradesmen, the mechanicks, a"nd the 
people of America at large suffer from the prolongation of 
the contest; whatever shall be added to the "distresses and 
burden of the people at home; whatever shall farther im- 
pair tbe commerce, strength, credit, and reputation of jhe 
Mother Country, and bring her still nearer to tota.1 bank- 
ruptcy and ruin; whatever shall farther alienate the affec- 
tions of the child from the parent, may justly be imputed 
to this abject Council and eleven prostitute. Assemblymen 
of New -York. ^ . . . . ■ . 



Boston, March 17, 1775. 

The Alassachusetts Gazette o( 'February £.3d, has given 
the publick a long and laboured account of the terrible 
mischiefs done by mobs in this Province, and the names 
of the persons who are said to have ; suffered l>y them. J I 
own. I was not displeased at the particular mention of their 
names, nor would I have had one left out of this shining 
list : for the world ought to know, and posterity to remem- 
ber the men who have taken so open and decisive a part 
against their Country, at a "time when" if was nobjy exert- 
ing itself in one of the most important and severe contests 
that ever fell to the share of any community. That they 
have suffered, and will continue to .suffer as long as any 
remains of honour and conscience, and feelings for the es- 
timation and love of their fellow-subjects reside with them, 
I firmly believe. This is all the revenge their much injur- 
ed Country has hitherto taken: of them. - - 

That they live, some of them in affluence and splen- 
dour, upon the revenue extorted from, their much injured 
Country, live to combine their heads and bea.rls for.ensla.- 
ving America, is a striking proof of the moderation' and 

* That this is the principle they acted upon', is now put" put of dis- 
pute by the conduct of Lord North in the House oT Commons, and 
some speeches directed to him. '" 

t. Williavisburgh, March 24, 1 775". — The author pFthe piece addressed 
to the Provincial Congress of Virginia, havrng~wrilten in the heat of re- 
sentment^ on the fir st news of the conduct of the Council and Assembly 
of New-York, and having been since aijsxrred, "from the best authority, 
that the majority of the former are men oT so good personal charac- 
ters as to be incapable of doing injury intentionally to their Country ; "" 
he begs leave publick'ly to retract the harsh term's he has applied to 
these gentlemen, "and to impute the unhappy stop they have taken to 
cfrour and seduction, not to any "sinister designs. One gentleman in 
particular, who has large dealings in this Country, "he has heard so 
great a character of, in the article of integrity and benevolence, as to 
render it impossible that he should do any thing inimical to "the com- 
munity, unless deceived into it by other men. The gentleman I allude 
to is Mr. Wallace. -" - -'- -=-- ------- 

t See Vohyne I, Folio 12G0. _ "''."-' 
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lenity of that people in whose power it was, had it been 
^equally their inclination, to have taken another kind of 
revenge. 

The Act for shutting up the Port of Boston, which the 
Tories themselves did not scruple at first to call unjust and 
cruel, and which the whole world regards with abhorrence 
and indignation, was received by the inhabitants .of that 
Town in a: manner that does them everlastings honour. 
Neither transported by resentment, nor sunk with fear, nor 
warped by a regard to. their private interest, they have 
now for near nine months endured all the relentless rigour 
of that Act, and a total deprivation of the'commerce upon 
which they subsisted, rather than set an exajnple to Ame- 
rica of a tame and base resignation of our invaluable rights. 
They calmly referred their cause to the whole Continent, 
knowing it to be a common one ; they haye accordingly 
been applauded and supported by all the Colonies, "and 
are now waiting with a patience" and fortitude that will 
never be forgotten, the final issue of this reference." ".-■'_•" 
- With respect to the other Acts of Parliament that, soon 
followed, (for vacating our Charter, in the important article 
of appointing His Majesty's Council, a branch of our Le- 
gislature, and for altering the mode of administering justice,) 
it was impossible for the people of this Province to exhibit 
the sa_me patience. They waited indeed till the moment 
these Acts were to take effect, when they found, themselves 
reduced to this cruel alternative, either tamely to submit to 
a deprivation of privileges which they held dearer than 
life, or run the risk of an immediate opposition. Had they 
bowed their necks to. the yoke at that important moment, 
if would have been riveted upon them forever; no resist- 
ance could afterwards have been made with any prospect 
of. success. The force of humble petitions'and complaints 
had been already tried for a succession of years, and the 
men who had distinguished themselves in defence of our 
inalienable tights would have felt all the resentment of 
Government, in its new and tyrannical form; and juries, 
pricked off by a Sheriff appointed and removable at the 
pleasure of the Chair, instead of acquitting, might only 
have given a sanction to the sufferings of "the virtuous and 
loyal, though accused subject. 

In this "extremity, which they had been endeavouring 
by every means" in their power to avoid, they determined 
upon a virtuous and brave opposition; an opposition, all 
circumstances considered, planned and "conducted with 
great prudence," and alenity not to be exampled. The 
freeholders of the several Counties ; headed by men of the 
first estimation and character among them, peaceably as- 
sembled, and without doing injury to a single person, or 
any man's property, calmly, though resolutely prohibited 
the courts of justice from sitting and acting upon a plan 
that must have ruined the liberties of their Country, and 
destroyed every" security for their property and lives. In 
the, same manner the people demanded of the Mandamus 
Councilmen a resignation of an office totally inconsistent 
with their Charter rights-. Those who resigned were re- 
stored, to the good opinion of their fellow-citizens, and, 
have had nothing to fear. Others deluded their honest open- 
hearted neighbours, who wereTeady to accept the slender- 
est' pledges of. an intention not to 'destroy their civil rights. 
When these men had gained the protection of the Army, 
they insulted the. credulity of their countrymen, and have 
been" incessant Tn thl;ir"endeavours to bring military ven- 
geance upon a people to whose tenderness and forbearajice 
they owe their own gaiety. 

After the well known Powder expedition, the general 
alarm consequ%rn upon it, and the resolution of General 
Gage to reside, with all his Troops, in Boston, great pains 
were taken to. induce all the friends of Government, that is, 
all the enemies to the claims of America, to remove to the 
same place, andlelaim the protection of the Army. Of 
such a ; measure the Commissioners of the Customs had 
before, set an/e xam ple, with no'small success. According- 
ly ,'"some who rnighrhave" remained at home in safety, and 
at ease too, had it noj been for a consciousness that, their 
own views" and .inclinations '.were directly opposite to what 
the;^vhple cornmunit y deej ned its most important interests, 
removed with, their Jamillesjo. Boston. It is easy to see 
with, what vigwjlhisjnjaspfe was taken, and what conse- 
quelices werf ifpected and" wished .to follow from it, 

History does not" afford an instance of a people so long 



irritated by cruel and oppressive innovations in their Gov- 
ernment, harassed by Fleets and Armies, and an unheard 
of Port Bill, and obliged by the last necessity to oppose 
the mere forms of law to preserve the spirit and blessings 
of the British Constitution, who have conducted their op- 
position with more caution and moderation, and with less 
damage to those who have all along obstructed them in 
every probable method they could devise for their safety. 
This will appear more remarkable, when we consider, that 
in such contests injuries from brethren, men born and bred 
In the "community, and under every obligation to protect 
its rights, are more severely resented than from strangers, 
and that many "of these unnatural children of the Massa- 
chusetts ■were known to be its most implacable enemies, 
most ready to expose it by their speeches and writings "to 
the scorn and hatred of the world, and most eager to whet 
the sword that might deluge it in blood. 

In all this exertion for publick safety not a life nor a limb 
has been taken away; not a field has been laidwaste, nor 
a dwelling destroyed. Some indiscretions and violences 
may have been committed by boys and the lowest of the 
people, which cannot, in such circumstances as this com- 
munity has unhappily been reduced to, be prevented or 
properly punished. But are these to he compared with the 
horrid scene "exhibited a few years ago, in King-street, on 
the fifth of March; with the bloody and dangerous affrays 
with the soldiery since that time, notwithstanding the 
uimost caution and exertion of the Commander-in Chief 
to prevent them ? Are they to be compared with the loss 
of property sustained by the Port Bill, a_nd the distress and 
anxious apprehensions brought upon a large community of 
merchants, mechanicks, and yeomanry, by large Fleets and 
Armies, in hostile array ? Or with the painful solicitude 
with which all our bosoms have been agitated for those 
rights, without which life itself. would he a burden ? And 
yet all these evils have been brought upon their Country,' 
chiefly by the very men and their connexions who would 
represent themselves in the world as suffering from it in 
the most Inhuman manner. For it is plain, even to de- 
monstration, that had these men, and their head, now resi- 
ding in England, concurred with their Country in a love 
to its ancient Constitution, and ifs sacred rights ; and had 
they hoiiestly'and steadily resolved to accept no commis- 
sions, nor to act from any under an innovated Government ; 
had they done this at the beginning of our troubles. Ad- 
ministration must of necessity have given up the design of 
taxing ' America, %nd i vacating bur Charter; and all the dis- 
tressing measures we have since endured for the purposes, 
would have been peaceably avoided. Tnsffajl of this, the 
Tories" of this Province,linder the auspices oTBernard and 
Hutchinson, have been the most jealous promoters, if. not 
the original contrivers of this most injurious design, and the 
methods taken to effect it. ■■"'■ ~" '; fi -,^ . . 

It is astonishing to observe how alienated these men are 
from the interest of the community in which they were born 
and educated, and still live ; how inflexibly opposed to its 
prevailing sentiments and principles; and with what scorn 
and detestation they regard the united exertions ofall Ame- 
rica to defend itself from the attempts "of a corrupt Admin- 
istration to enslave it. In their account, the love of liberty 
is sedition ; a claim of the righflTof Englishmen, which are 
no more than the rights of human nature, is treason ; and a 
deliberate united determination to defend them, Is rebellion. 
If the people, the fountain of all civil honour and authori- 
ty, "and of whom the_.first rulers are indeed, servants; if the 
people, I say, assemble and consult for the preservation of 
their rights, these men Immediately cry out in a rage, a mob! 
and seem to wish, like Nero, that. the whole Province_bad 
but one neck, that they might divide it at a stroke. They 
will plead in excuse for the QueheckJiiW, wfiich establishes 
the Roman CathoUck Religion and a French Government 
In a British Colony, that it is tenderly accommo_dated 
to the prejudices of the majority in that Colony ;_but for 
the prejudices and misapprehensions of their brethren in 
the Protestant Co.lonies, allowing them to be in an errour, 
they have no indulgence.' It isliurnane and just that the 
Canadians should claim and enjoy the tyranny of French 
laws; but for the British inhabitants of the other Colonies 
to urge their claim for British privileges, deserves .confisca- 
tion of estate and a halter. _. . _• -__!' " . . 

Let these nTRii, if they ple*ase, go on to" call the orderly 
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assembling of the freeholders of this Proyince in defence 
of their unalienable rights, a" mob. It is such a kind of 
mob as has more than once preserved the British Consti- 
tution from absolute ruin ; such a mob as rose in England, 
in _lhe reign of James the Second, consisting of the body of 
the people, and the first characters in eVery literary "and 
honourable department ; a mob which the two Universities, 
the Clergy, and even the Army itself did not hesitate to join, 
and of which the great Churchill, afterwards John, Duke of 
Marlborough, was a principal ringleader.. The difference 
is, they opposed an arbitrary Monarch, while we are only 
defending ourselves against the unconstitutional, despolick 
power of our fellow-subjects — the Lords and Commons of 
Great Britain^ .They took {he field.. .We. have, not yet 
Deen reduced, and T hope never shall, to that cruel neces- 
sity . May American mobs be crowned with, the same 
success, and all posterity will revere them as the glorious 
conservators of the rights of mankind, .... ..Lucius. 



" ' , TO GOVERNpUR WENTWORTTH. 

... , Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, March 17, 1775. 

Much deluded Sir: As I have no desire to detract 
from the merit of your former, actions, 1 readily al.IovV, that 
for many years your prudent conduct gained you the affec- 
tions of almost alT the people In this and the. neighbouring 
Colonies, ."No. man in your station could be. more hon- . 
oured arid revered] no person fcould .exert himself more in 
favoar.orjliejFro.yTnce, of exceed you in "promoting the 
true, interest of it. You did" not prostitute commissions, 
but endeavoured to add dignity to your Courts and honour 
to yotfr_Miiitja^ . 3f.ou caused harmony to subsist between 
the several, officers and soldiers throughout the Province ; 
and dpubtless Jeltjliar satisfaction yourself, which ever 
results frojn.0ie consciousness of haying done well. You 
well know. what effects this produced; and witlrpleasure 
saw the. zeal with. which the people espoused and, defended 
your cause against the rage and ...Trjalice of spmewho have 
since become your bosom friends. But, Sir, let me ask you, 
whether your late conduct has not been totally different? 
Havel you not, without provocation, risen up against your 
native Country, and done all in your power to enslave it? 
Have., you not used your utmost^ endeavours, to enforce 
those unconstitutional Acts, against Which America, has 
madejo vMenJ afLppposition? Have you not arbitrarily 
deprived the people from any share in their own Govern- 
ment for Dear twelve months, and reduced your people to 
the sac! necessity of being governed by the Crown, or its 
immediate_.sejyants ; or of being reduced to a state of 
anarchy? Have you not devised various methods to divide, 
and weaken the people, that. their opposition to Parliamen- 
tary measures might be less powerful? Have you not 
issued your writs for the election of Representatives to 
TpwQS where the. number of inhabitants were inconsider- 
able, when compared with others, whjch you chose to pass 
by without The least .notice ? Have you not executed 
your vengeance on all those who have, stood. forth to defend 
the. libejtjesjDf their JUountry, upon the members, of the 
la{e Congress ; upon Civil Magistrates and Military Offi- 
cers}.... Xgu Jjavg. ._How then can you expect to rule in 
the hearts of tins people? Can you conceive that they 
take no ngtice of these things ? Be pot deceived. A few 
fawning sycophants 'may endeavour to flatter you ; but 
believe trie, Sir, the affections of the pe<5ple will never be' 
possessed, by you in future. .They well know that you 
vyere Ihe snly person who endeavoured to procure ; work- 
men lo build bar racks for the enemies of America; they 
are fully sensible, that the officers : whp have been foremost, 
in disciplining tbeifmen, and fitting them for action : and 
the jnen^tvlio^have been i engaged for the preservation of 
the sacrgc|_];igTits oTthe people, who. have w-arned the peo- 
ple of their danger and exhorted each, to shun it, have 
been'maije the objects of your resentment, the^e men you 
have dismissed from every civil and military employment,. 
But what _i_s the consequence ? You already see that num- 
bers of officexsjhave resigned, nobly refusing to hold com- 
missions ^when. nothing can secure them but consenting to 
the ruin of tJieixX'QunJLry ; and you will. soon, find that the 
same spirit will discover itself to. every part pf the Govern- 
ment; and, of course, the militia will be in the same state 
as that of the Massachusetts, Maryland, he. 



I suppose that in excuse lor this conduct, you will say 
that you were expressly ordered to do this, and could by 
no means avoid it, and secure your own standing; which 
perhaps may be the case. But then. I must beg leave to 
observe, that if those orders were from General Gage, and 
you can by no means secure your standing but by obey- 
ing them, you can claim but little merit fojr.any acts you. 
may do in future; as General Gage, with his nod, can 
direct the publick affairs of this and every other Colony 
upon the Continent. If it proceeded from the mandates 
pf a .Minister, then it is immaterial.wbether we_are gdvemed. 
by Lord North or any other person, as every, thing is to 
be regulated by his arbitrary will and pleasure, 

I . however incline to think that this is our deplorable 
situation, that the person who presides over us has little 
more to do than echo the voice of a despotick Minister, 
and see that his mandates are obeyed; I" must therefore 
pity the person appointed to preside, and the unhappy 
people vvho are called to obey. No situation can.be more 
unhappy ; no slavery can be more complete. 1 think 
myself acquainted with the natural goodness of your heart, 
and will venture to affirm, that you Would not (if left to your- 
self) make such a wanton use. of the prerogative, or deprive 
the people for such a length of time from haying a share 
in their own Government. You well . know that by fjbe 
same kind of" conduct, the people may be deprived of the 
Inestimable right of representation, whenever and for what- 
ever length of time an arbitrary Minister may think proper. 
I shall conclude, by assuring you that I. am far from being 
your enemy; and that I sincerely grieve for you, and a 
number of others, who lam persuaded must, if they retain 
their commissions, owe their. future greatness to their Coun- 
try's ruin. The Spectator.. 



to "n * * * c * * * + *, ESQ,. 

New-Xcrssy, March 18, 177.5. 

Dear Sir: You expect my sentiments on our publick 
affairs, and, indeed, I can with freedom unburden my full 
heart to one whom I esteem a true friend to George the 
Third, our rightful Sovereign, to the Protestant succession 
in his family, and to the real interest and greatest good of 
the whole British Empire. And were such as truly the 
character of every British subject as It is yours, and every 
mind properly informed, all our unhappy differences would 
soon be amicably settjed, and every disagreeable commo- 
tion and unfriendly passion subside. But a strong party 
too near the Throne, of a quite opposite character,' are 
opposing the general good of the Nation, to the great 
danger of the King, the Protestant succession, and interest, 
and even the very existence of the Empire as such. 

You need not be told, Sir, the many well, known facts 
on which this great danger is founded. Have, not that 
party invaded the rights of mankind in every part of the 
Empire?" HatEr "not. that invasion ijstiiTec] up a spirit of 
jealousy, disaffection, and opposition to those hateful mea- 
sures, 1 mote or less, in "almost every City, County, and 
Colony in the British Dominions? For instance, the 
noble spirit and manly opposition shewn. by the citizens of 
London, and the .ejectors of .MijcfaseXj when their right 
of election was trodden under .foQt_by that party, in the 
case of JVil]us and Luttrcll. _AmJ the many Petitions 
a.nB Remonstrances from every qu'arier, ; a¥e*sq'many instan- 
ces, of. the. like kind. ., Hence it appears^ that America is 
not singular in her opposition. He must be ignorant of 
the present state of our Nation, wTio is not sensible that 
there are still millions, in Great Britain and ^Ireland, vvho 
are possessed of the same virtuons.pnnciples with us'; arid 
who have, shown, or soon must slip w tJiemsel yes onthe 
side of Liberty, Protestantism", and. the Constitution." Their 
eyes are opening. They see more anymore, this great 
truth, that the ruin of. the whole. Jjmpire is involved in 
that of America: In short, suph , is jhesMepf our pub- 
lick affairs, that sjiould ihe friends„o|.despotism carry their 
point a little higher, and begin with the. sword to enforce 
submission to tyranny, the whole Empire would fall into 
the most dreadfu] convulsions, ancLsjiake to the very cen- 
tre. Then, when these convulsions ^shaTT have subsided, 
through the loss of mach blood ; then (may Heaven pre- 
vent it) the AtlanHck Ocean, the Irish Sea, apd the Rjyer 
Tuieed, will" probably. Ee what the, English], Chan'ne] is 
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now — a divider of Kingdoms, or the whole to be swallowed 
up by Bourbon. 

Nor can Stuart himself, whom America abhors, expect 
more than a part of the Empire. For France and Spain, 
now grown stronger, will, no doubt, at such a time, do all 
that in them lies to divide and weaken the British Em- 
pire ; when the Romish religion in Ireland, the love of 
Stuart in Scotland, and the lust of gold in England, will 
forward their design : for what buf tile love of money 
could have calculated the present ministerial plan so exactly 
to suit the meridian of Paris! _ __ _ 

Some may imagine that America may be subjugated 
without any such ill consequences to the European part of 
the British Dominions, and that the Americans, were the 
case once to be put, sword in hand, would make but a 
feeble resistance ; because, they say, many in hopes of 
present profit or future .favours, and many through fear of 
punishment, will join the ministerial party, and thereby so 
divide as to destroy, in a great measure, every mode of 
opposition; and that those who still continue thejr opposi- 
tion will be so disheartened and unsupported as to fall an 
easy prey to their enemies. On which let it be remarked, 
that those who hold and endeavour to propagate such sla- 
vish anti-American doctrines, betray in themselves either 
ignorance, cowardice, or treachery ; which are directly 
opposite to the true character of America in general. 
The Americans are a sensible, learned, brave, loyal, free, 
Protestant people. And though there are some who are 
otherwise, yet they are a diminutive number, so com- 
paratively few, that they never have, and it is to he hoped 
they never will take the lead in our publick affairs. Those 
who think England may be safe while in an open rupture 
with America, do not duly consider their danger from their 
internal and external enemies — the French^ Spaniards, 
Catholicks, Jacobites, and Tories ; of which it is hard to 
say who are the greatest enemies oLthe_ British Constitu- 
tion, and the Protestant interest. Be that as it may, it 
has been openly declared in Parliament, that were the 
banners of rebellion once spread in America, England 
would be a ruined people. And many of the most sensi- 
ble Britons have given it as their opinion, that Great Bri- 
tain and her Colonies most stand or Jalljogether. They 
are therefore often calling upon us to stand firm. and united 
in our virtuous opposition; adding, that thereby we shall 
save ourselves and them. This is doubtless true ; andjt 
is allowed by friends and foes, that out danger principally, 
if not wholly lies in our being divided amo ng ourselves. 
What punishment, therefore, is adequate to their guilt, 
who use every vile artifice to deceive and divide us, and 
thereby ruin the whole Empire ? And yet, these same trai- 
torous vermin would cloak all their foul conduct under the 
specious pretence of loyalty, and curse the Tionest Whigs 
for traitors ; whose loyalty, in fact, is the very thing that 
vexes them._ Would it then be any wonder,~7T under 
such provocations, the friends of the Constitution should, 
in some instances, through their zeal for the publick good, 
go beyond the line of duty. _: - ... 

The Americans are, of all His Majesty's subjects, the 
greatest admirers of the British Constitution; because 
they esteem it the grand charter of .their. Liberties, civil and 
religious, which they love as they do their lives ; and their 
loyalty to the present reigning family is as pre-eminent as 
their love of liberty, and always has been ; because they 
esteem that family as the proper guardians of the~Constitu- 
tion on which alone their throne is built, ancf under the pro- 
tection of which we hold our liberties. In this view qf things, 
no wonder if we should esteem those traitors to the King 
who are using their utmost efforts to undermine his throne 
by destroying its basis — the Contitution. TTence loyalty 
itself justifies us in opposing such men and such measures. 

This view justifies all the military preparations now 
making in America. The stronger we are in these, the 
safer is the Empire. We mean to act only on the defen- 
sive. We ought by "no means to strike the first blow, nor 
to provoke those who would. This is certainly a great 
point to carry against those who call us Rebels, and would 
make us so if they could. I know you will strictly adhere 
to the wise directions of our loyal Congress, according to 
which, while you encourage the doubtful and instruct the 
ignorant, you will punish the guilty, and thereby greatly 
oblige your humble friend, Essex. 

Fourth Sertes. — Vol. ii. 1 



DR. FRANKLIN TO ARTHUR LEE. 

Craven-Street, London, March 19, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I leave directions with Mrs. Stephenson to 
deliver you all the Massachusetts papers, when you please 
to call for them. I am sorry that the hurry of preparing 
for my voyage, and the many hinderances 1 have met with, 
prevented my meeting with you and Mr. Bollan, and con- 
versing a little more on our affairs ^before my departure. I 
wish to both of you health and happiness, and shall be glad 
to hear from you by every opportunity. 

I shall let you know how I find things in America. I 
may possibly return again in the autumn, but you •will, if 
you think fit, continue henceforth the Agent for Massachu- 
setts, an office which I cannot again undertake. I wish 
you all happiness, and am ever yours, affectionately, 

B. Franklin. 



Charlestown, South-Carolina, March 20, 1775. 

Last Tuesday, March 14th, Mr. Robert Smyth, Mer- 
chant, Master Smyth, his son, and Master Ward, son of 
John Ward, Esquire, returned here, from London, in the 
Snow Proteus, Captain Papley, having touched at Fal- 
mouth and St. Christopher's by the way. 

The said vessel having on board, ^besides seven cases 
of merchandise, said to be Globes and Mathematical In- 
struments, consigned to Mr. Robert Wells, one hogshead, 
one puncheon, seven casks, thirteen cases, five crates, and 
one bottle, said to contain Drugs and Medicines, consignee! 
to Mr. Edward Gunter,) two puncheons, one box, one 
tierce, forty bundles, nine cases, and seven hampers, said 
to contain Household Furniture, and two Horses, belonging 
to Mr. Smyth, all which he declared were brought out by 
him on the supposition that it was not meant by the Con- 
tinental Association to prohibit the importation of such 
articles, and had been in use in his family in England. 
The Committee of Observation requested thq sense of the 
General Committee respecting said Horses and Furniture, 
This matter accordingly came under the consideration of 
the General Committee on Wednesday evening, thirty- 
three members present ; when, after a long debate whe- 
ther the landing the said Horses and Furniture might not 
be construed a violation of the Association, there appeared 
to be an equal number for and against that opinion. And 
the question being put, whether Mr. Smyth's Horses, un- 
der the circumstances they had been represented, might be 
landed, it was carried in the affirmative by the Chairman's 
casting vote. It was at the same time resolved, without a 
division upon the question, that such part of Mr, Smyth's 
Furniture as, upon inspection by the Committee of Obser- 
vation, should appear to them to have been in use in his 
family, (but no other,) might also be landed. 

The next morning a great number of the inhabitants ap- 
peared extremely uneasy, lest, from the admission of the 
Horses, it should be suggested that there was an inclination 
in this Colony to depart from the Association; they feared 
that the conduct of the people, which had always been 
consistent, and who continued remarkably strict in their 
adherence to the Resolves and recommendations of the 
Congress, might, in this instance, be misrepresented abroad. 
Their zeal for the reputation of their Country threw them 
into great agitation ; none meant the least reflection on the 
conduct of their Committee, but all wished that the Horses 
might not be landed ; yet they were then at a loss what 
measure might be most proper to pursue. On Friday morn- 
ing, however, a Petition was agreed on, and, after having 
two hundred and fifty-six names subscribed thereto, pre- 
sented to the Chairman of the General Committee, in the 
following words : 

"We, a number of the inhabitants of Charlestown, con- 
ceive that our liberties at this time depend on our unanimi- 
ty and confidence in our Committee, who, we doubt nOt, in 
all things will act according to the best of their judgment 
for the publick good. But your Petitioners are informed 
that, by a vote carried by a very small majority, divers 
Horses and Furniture are permitted to be landed, which 
many persons, who have the liberty of America much at 
heart, think an infringement of the Associationenteredinto 
by the General Congress. In order, therefore, to quiet 
the minds of the people, we pray that there may be a re- 
consideration of the said matter in a full Committee." 
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In consequence of this Petition, the said Committee was 
summoned to meet that evening ; but no more than forty- 
two members then attending, it was thought advisable to 
adjourn till Monday morning, nine o'clock, in order that, 
if it should be thought necessary to reconsider the matter, 
it might be done at a very full meeting. Accordingly this 
morning a very full Committee met, not less than seventy 
members being present, when the above Petition was taken 
into consideration ; the Resolves of Wednesday, respecting 
the Horses, rescinded, by a majority of one vote;, and a 
Resolution entered into, that they should be sent back, 
with the Merchandise and Furniture (if any) that should 
appear not to have been in use. A general satisfaction 
was' expressed upon this occasion, and the quiet of the 
community seems to be perfectly restored.* 



Instructions drawn up for the Delegates to the Convention 
at Richmond, the 2Qlh of March, from a certain 
County in Virginia, 

Gentlemen : Although we are fully assured that the 
worthy gentlemen who lately represented us in General 
Congress were actuated by motives not to be reprehended, 
and in their proceedings against the designs of Parliament, 
have recommended to us a mode of opposition, in their 

* In South-Carolina the Association was punctually complied with; 
no goods from England being allowed to be landed, nor were any other 
importations, contrary to the provisions of that instrument, permitted. 
About this time the Ship Charming Sally had arrived from Bristol, in 
England, with three thousand eight hundredand forty-four bushels of 
Salt, thirty-five chaldrons of Coal, and forty thousand five hundred 
Tiles; all of which were (95th February, 1775,) thrown _ into Hog- 
Island Creek, by the proprietors or their a'gents, rather than they would 
be at the charge and trouble of sending them back to England, in pur- 
suance of the tenth article of the Association. So, also, a cargo of near 
three hundred Slaves was sent out of the Colony by the consignee, as 
being interdicted by the second article of the Association. In short, the 
publick regulations were duly arid patriotically observed. A case, how- 
ever, arose, which called forth the spirit of the people, and evinced 
their determination to support and enforce the Association, in all its 

various provisions. - 

"A respectable family had been residing in England for some time, 
and were returning home ; in which removal it wflisexpected the house- 
hold furniture and horses, which had been in. use, would also be brought 
over. Some attempts had therefore been made to declare the importa- 
tion of household furniture and horsosj that had been in use, and might 
be imported from England, not to be within the meaning of the tenth 
article of the Association, as relating to goods or merchandise, but 
they had been unsuccessful, .4 1 length, the horses and furniture ar- 
riving from thence, application was made on the loth day of March 
for their being landed ; and after a long contest in "a thin General Com- 
mittee of only thirty-three members, the motion was carried by the 
voice of the Chairman. This permission occasioned a ferment among 
the citizens, and they almost generally exclaimed " The Association 
was broken" and that the horses at loast should not be landed. Some 
hundreds of the inhabitants assembled, and many active and influential 
members of the Committee endeavoured to satisfy them respecting the 
vote' of permission which had passed, but in vain. ' On the contrary, 
they continued in their opposition, and supported it with a representa- 
tion sighed by a considerable number of persons, and which was pre- 
sented to the Chairman of the General" Committee, desiring the Com- 
mittee would re-consider their late vote. ■ In pursuance of this request 
the Committee was convened on the l7tliday of March, 1775, and the 
room of meeting was crowded with people. Edward Rutleige, who 
had been one oftheTnost active in the affair, now commenced censur- 
' ing the people, in thus questioning the vote which had been, given, but 
he was received with a clamour. The General Committee now began 
to think their authority insulted. Some members accordingly depart- 
ed in anger, others became vociferous in ragei and for a few minutes 
all was in cqnfusion. At length tranquillity prevailed ; the considera. 
tion of the subject was postponed until a morefull Committee could be 
procured; and the third day after was appointed, for a final decision. 
To procure the presence of all the members of the Committee within 
reach, was now an object of importance, and great exertions for that 
purpose were made by both parties. 

When the appointed time arrived the Geiieral Comjnittee convened, 
and great was the press of people who attended ; for the Town was in 
universal commotion, and application had even "been privately made to 
the incorporated armed companies to cover the landing of the horses. 
Some individuals of the companies agreed to do so, but the majority of 
them refused ; and the people declared if the horses Were landed, they 
would put them to death. Under these unpleasant aspects the debates 
began, when Mr. Gadsden moved to reverse the former determination, 
relative to landing the horses. Ha urged the vote had been carried in 
a thin Committee; that it was contrary to the Association ;*that it 
would alarm the Northern Colonies nx_B rhost lively manner ; and that 
our people were highly dissatisfied with it, And he contended this 
list of itself was a cogent reason to. reverse such a determination. The 
Uav. Mrt Tenntnt. next addressed the Committee <to the same purpose; 
as did Mr. Hugely, who, in addition, urged thatj us the horses paid a 
duty, they ought not to be landed. These gentlemen, in speaking, 
spoke immediately after eaeh_other. Oh the oth'er side Edward Rat. 
ledge, Rawlins Loymdjis, Thomas Bee, and Thomas Lynch, contended 
that the. vote of the General Committee nought not to be reversed, but 
on the contrary ought to be maintained,. otherwise the Committee 
would fall into contenrpt. That the opinions of .the General Commit- 
tee, now sitting, ought not to_be influenced by the petition, as. the 
spirit and not the letter of the Association Tnight. to be attended to. 



opinions, the most efficacious and salutary : Nevertheless, 
as we are entitled to determine upon the propriety of any 
measures whereby we are bound, and upon the success of 
which our political and civil interests depend; we must, after 
expressing all deference and respect for our honest coun- 
trymen, who have by their councils and advice stood forth 
in our cause, beg leave to dissent from them in such points 
as we think exceptionable. We desire, gentlemen, invio- 
lably to adhere to the Civil obligation binding us to our Sov- 
ereign, and by no means to assent to any measures that 
may ultimately affect the faith we owe to our King, or the 
duty we owe to h]s people. We desire you neither to 
censure or patronise the proceedings of those people who 
destroyed the property of the East-India Company/in the 
Port of Boston; this we deem a breach of civil order, and 
an invasion of private right. But as we know not what 
circumstances might induce, or cause impel the perpe- 
tration of that act, it is too delicate a case, too foreign for 
us to meddle with. The grand principles for which we 
contend are, the rights of legislation and taxation ; of legis- 
lation respecting our internal police, and of taxation inde- 
pendent of every power on earth. These inestimable 
privileges we will maintain at the risk of our lives and for- 
tunes; but we will justify no proceedings inconsistent with 
our duty to our King, repugnant to the rights of individuals, 

That temporizing did not become honest men and statesmen, who 
ought to declare their opinions according to their consciences. That 
if we adhered to thelctter of the Association, no arms or ammunition 
could be received from England; and when the letter of the law bore 
hard against an individual, Lord Chisf Justice Hale allowed him to 
escape by any subterfuge ; and that it was" never the idea of Congress 
to exclude such articles. 

William . Henry Drat/tonyrts the only person who rose in reply. He 
contended that because an errour had been committed, it was no reason 
it should be continued ; that the people thought an errour had beeu 
committed, and it was our duty to satisfy our constituents, as we were 
only servants of the publick, ...That such conduct was evinced by every 
day's practice in Parliament, therefore it could not be disgraceful to 
reverse the vote of the. Committee, as on such occasions Parliament 
had often done so. That our present application to the King was for 
suclra purpose ; and if we defended ourselves on the principle of falling 
into contempt, might it not.be as reasonable for the King to retort the 
same argument upon us? That it was always safer to follow the letter 
than to explore the spiritjjf a law. That in the case of the St. John's 
people of Georgia, we preferred the letter to the spirit of the Associa- 
tion, as was evident by our refusal and advice ; then why not adhere 
to the letter of that instrument now ? That temporizing ever was 
practised in publick affairs_by the most honest men, witness Cato, of 
Utica, in Ctesar's election to the Consulship ; and by the best states- 
men, witness Cicero's letter to Atticus, relating to a good pilot's shift- 
ing his helm, if he could not reach his port by a direct course ; witness 
the conduct of the Long 'Parliament, and all history in general. That 
to discharge a statesman T s conscience was to aim at the publick good, 
and not be pertinacious "Bf his own opinion. That even if there had 
been an article in the Association, that we should not receive arms and 
ammunition from England, the publick necessity would cause it to bo 
a dead letter, as self-preservation was the first obligation, and fas est, 
ab haste doceri. He farther contended that Lord Hale's principle was 
just, when applied to an individual, in the event of whose case the pub- 
lick could not be interested ; but it never could be applicable to such a 
case as the present, where the conveniency of the individual and the na- 
tional interests of the publick were in direct opposition ; and that he could 
not hold the understanding of the late General Congress in so trivial a 
light, as to entertain a thought of looking for the sense in direct oppo- 
sition to the words of one of the principal articles of the Association. 

He farther said the presfnr'ease stood divided into two points — the 
spirit of the regulations, and the union of the people ; and thai the 
latter was infinitely of Ihg.. greater consequence. That the letter of 
the Association was clearly in support of the motion, and in the pre- 
sent situation of affairs the spirit of that instrument was equally in 
favour of it. That union was the. .rock upon which the American po. 
litical edifice was founded ; and whatever hazards its existence, is to 
militate against the ground-work of the Association. Hence it was 
evident, landing the horses hazarded our union, for the people were in 
commotion against it. Upon all publick and general questions, the 
people ever are in the right; so said Lord Mansfield, in the House of 
Commons; and the people now think the late vote was wrong. Can 
it be prudent to oppose out" : constituents ? In civil commotions the 
common people ever struck._those blows which were of any effect. If 
you retract, there can be no ^JusT cause of fearing contempt; as it is 
not reasonable those should contemn you who have ever honoured you, 
and whose opinions would be in favour of your retraction. The Roman 
Senate were a wise body ; they often yielded to the people ; but nobo. 
dy supposed their concessions brought them into contempt, and they 
continued illustrious during the existence of the Commonwealth. Let 
us imitate, on this occasion, ""so great, so successful an examplo, and 
endeavour, by the same means, focall forth the affections of our fellow, 
citizens, and to bind them to us by the same ties. 

John Rutledge now rose ahel endeavoured to take off the force of the 
arguments which had been urged7 but failing in his endeavours, j>e 
only added to the many instances he had previously given of his ability 
as a good speaker. The debate was then closed ; and the question 
being put, "was carried in the affirmative. It is worthy of remark, that 
this is the first instance of a pcintjjfiinportance and controversy being 
carried against those, by whoss opinions the people had been long gov. 
erned. And such was the powerful effect of habit, that this important 
question was carried only by a majority of one voice — thirty.fixs 
against thirty-four.— Drayton,'' 
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or the laws of society. We are greatly alarmed at the 
resolution to suspend our commercial intercourse with 
Great Britain. To stop her imports must be fatal to her ; 
but to retain from her our exports, by which alone we can 
be enabled to discharge the heavy debt we owe her, by 
which the balance of trade might in a few years prepon- 
derate in our favour, by which alone we can be kept in 
peace, or armed for war, is a measure not to be justified 
by the laws of morality or the rights of policy. We, there- 
fore, especially require of you to procure this resolution of 
the Congress to be rescinded. It is a duty you owe us, 
to obtain a proper representation of the Tobacco planters 
in this Colony, for we must deem a license to any of the 
inhabitants in America to export Wheat, Rice, or any other 
commodity a partial exemption in their favour, and a sacri- 
fice of our interest to a general cause, which should only 
be affected in an equal degree with all other object of com- 
mercial intercourse. You need not interfere with the 
Quebeck Bill ; a law respecting that conquered Country is 
without our policy, and beyond our ideas. . We hear daily 
of personal insults, and invasions upon private property, 
from those little Democracies erected in every precinct 
through this extensive Continent. Reduce these men, we 
pray you, to the rank of citizens, and let them lord it over 
their fellows no longer ! 

Pursue, gentlemen, with prudence and fortitude the cause 
of your Country, and you may always depend upon the 
protection of your constituents. 



VIRGINIA CONVENTION. 

At a Convention of Delegates for the Counties and Cor- 
porations in the Colony of Virginia, at the Town of Rich- 
mond, in the County of Henrico, on Monday, the 20th of 

March, 1775. Present : 

City of Williamsburgh. — The Honourable Peyton Ran- 
dolph, Esquire. 

Accomack County. — Isaac Smith, Esquire. 

Albemarle. — Thomas Jefferson and John Walker, Es- 
quires. 

Amelia. — John Tabb and John Winn, Esquires. 

Amherst. — William Cabell, Junior, and Joseph Cabell, 
Esquires. 

Augusta. — Thomas Lewis, Samuel McDowell, and John 
Harvie, Esquires. 

Bedford. — John Talbot and Charles Lynch, Esquires. 

Botetourt. — Andrew Lewis and John Bowyer, Esquires. 

Brunswick. — Frederick Maclin and Henry Tazewell, 
Esquires. 

Buckingham. — John Nicholas and Anthony Winston, Es- 
quires. 

Berkeley. — Robert Rutherford and Adam Stephen, Es- 
q'uires. 

Caroline. — Edmund Pendleton and James Taylor, Esq'rs. 

Charles City. — Benjamin Harrison and William Acrill, 
Esquires. 

Charlotte.— Paul Carrington and Isaac Read, Esquires. 

Chesterfield. — Archibald Cary and Benjamin Watkins, 
Esquires. 

Culpepper. — Henry Pendleton and Henry Field, Junior, 
Esquires. 

Cumberland. — William Fleming and John Mayo, Es- 
quires. 

Dinwiddie. — John Bannister arid William Watkins, Es- 
quires. 

Dunmojie. — Jonathan Clarke, Esquire, and Peter Muhlen- 
burg, Clerk. 

Elizabeth City.— Henry King and Wolrich Westwood, 
Esquires. 

Essex. — -James Edmondson and Meriwether Smith, Es- 
quires. 

Fairfax. — George Washington and Charles Broadwater, 
Esquires. 

T/auojjier. — Thomas Marshall and James Scott, Esquires. 

Frederick. — Isaac Zane, Esquire, and Charles Minn 
Thruston, Clerk. _ 

Fincastle. — William Christian, Esquire. 

Gloucester. — Thomas Whiting and Lciois Bunnell, Es- 
quires. 

Goochland. — John Woodson and Thomas Mann Ran- 
dolph, Esquires. 



Halifax. — Nathaniel Terry and Micajah Watkins, Es- 
quires. 

Hampshire. — James Mercer, Esquire. 

Hanover. — Patrick Henry, Junior, and John Syme, Es- 
quires. 

Henrico. — Richard Adams and Samuel Du-Val, Es- 
quires. 

James City. — Robert C. Nicholas and William Norvell, 
Esquires. 

Isle of Wight. — John S. Wills and Josiah Parker, Es- 
quires. 

King George. — Joseph Jones and William Fitzhugh, Es- 
quires. 

King and Queen. — George Brooke and George Lyne, 
Esquires. 

King William. — Carter Braxton, and William Aylett, 
Esquires. 

Lancaster.— James Selden and Charles Carter, Esquires. 

Loudoun. — Francis Peyton and Josiah Clapham, Es- 
quires. 

Louisa. — Thomas Johnson and Thomas Walker, Esquires. 

Lunenburgh. — Richard Claiborne and David Garland, 
Esquires. / ■ 

Middlesex. — Edmund Berkeley, Esquire. 

Mecklenburgh. — Robert Burton and Bennett Goode, 
Esquires. 

Nansemond. — Lemuel Riddick and Willis Riddick, Es- 
quires. 

New-Kent. — BurweU Bassett and Bartholomew Dan- 
dridge, Esquires. 

Norfolk County. — Thomas Newton, Junior, and James 
Holt, Esquires. 

Northampton. — John Burton, Esquire. 

Northumberland. — Rodham Kenner and Thomas Jones, 
Esquires. 

Orange. — Thomas Barbour and James Taylor, Esquires. 

Pittsylvania. — Peter Perkins and Benjamin Lankford, 
Esquires. 

Prince Edward. — Robert Lawson and John Nash, Es- 
quires. 

Prince George. — Richard Bland and Peter Poythress, 
Esquires. 

Princess Anne. — William Robinson and Christopher 
Wright, Esquires. 

Prince William. — Henry Lee and Thomas Blackburn, 
Esquires. 

Richmond. — Robert Wormeley Carter and Francis Light- 
foot Lee, Esquires. 

Southampton. — Edwin Gray and Henry Taylor, Esquires. 

Spottsylvania. — George Stubblejield and Mann Page, 
Junior, Esquires. 

Stafford. — John Alexander and Charles .Carter, Es- 
quires. 

Surry. — Allen Cocke and Nicholas Faulcon, Junior, Es- 
quires. 

Sussex. — David Mason and Henry Gee, Esquires. 

Warwick. — William Langhorne, Esquire. 

Westmoreland.- — Richard Henry Lee and Richard Lee, 
Esquires. 

York. — Dudley Digges and Thomas Nelson, Junior, Es- 
quires. 

Jamestown. — Champion Travis, Esquire. 

Norfolk Borough. — Joseph Hutchings, Esquire. 

The Honourable Peyton Randolph, Esquire, was unani- 
mously elected President of this Convention, and Mr. John 

Tazewell, Clerk thereof. 
The President then recommended it to the Convention 

to proceed in the deliberation and discussion of the several 

important matters which should come before them, with 

that prudence, decency, and order which had distinguished 

their conduct on all former occasions ; and laid before the 

Convention the proceedings of the Continental Congress, 

together with a letter from Benjamin Franklin, William 

Bojlan, and Arthur Lee, Esquires, advising that the Pe- 
tition to His Majesty had been presented and graciously 

received. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the Proceedings of 

the Continental Congress be postponed till to-morrow. 
Resolved, That the Reverend Mr. Selden be desired to 

read prayers to the Convention, every morning, at nine 

o'clock. 
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Resolved, That this Convention wil] observe, in their 
debates, the same rules and orders as are established in the 
House of Burgesses in this Colony. 

Adjourned till to-morrow 10 o'clock. 

Tuesday, March 21, 1775. 

A Letter from the Inhabitants of that part of Augusta 
County which lies to the westward of the Alleghany Moun- 
tain, desiring that John Nevill and John Harvie, Esquires, 
may be admitted into this Convention as their Delegates, 
being read; upon a motion, 

Resolved, That the said John Netill and John Harvie 
be admitted as Delegates for the County of Augusta. 

The Convention then took into their consideration the 
Proceedings of the Continental Congress, agreeably to the 
order of yesterday ; but not having time to go through the 
same, postponed the further consideration thereof till to- 
morrow. 

Adjourned till to-morrow 10 o'clock. 

Wednesday, March 22, 1775. 

The Convention then, pursuant to the order of yester- 
day, resumed the consideration of the Proceedings of the 
Continental, Congress; and, after the maturest deliberation, 
cume to the following Resolutions : 

Resolved unanimously. That this Convention doth entire- 
ly and cordially approve the Proceedings and Resolutions of 
the American Continental Congress, and that they consider 
this whole Continent as under the highest obligations to that 
very respectable body, for the wisdom of their counsels, 
and their unremitted endeavours to maintain and preserve 
inviolate the just rights and liberties of His Majesty's duti- 
ful and loyal subjects in America. 

Resolved unanimously, That the warmest thanks of this 
Convention, and all the inhabitants of this Colony, whom 
they represent, are particularly due, and that this just 
tribute of applause be presented to the Honourable Peyton 
Randolph, Esquire, Richard Henry Lee, George Wash- 
ington, Patrick Henry, Junior, Richard Bland, Benja- 
min Harrison, and Edmund Pendleton, Esquires, the 
worthy Delegates deputed by a former Convention to re- 
present this Colony in General Congress, for their cheerful 
undertaking, and faithful discharge of the very important 
trust reposed in them. 

Adjourned till to-morrow 10 o'clock. 

Thursday, March 23, 1775. 

• A copy of the Petition and Memorial of the Assembly 
of Jamaica to the King's most Excellent Majesty, was laid 
before the Convention, and being read, and maturely con- 
sidered : 

Resolved, That the unfeigned thanks, and most grateful 
acknowledgments of this Convention be presented to that 
very respectable Assembly, for the exceeding generous and 
affectionate part they have so nobly taken in the unhappy 
contest between Great Britain and her Colonies, and for 
their truly patriotick endeavours to fix the just claims of 
the Colonists upon the most permanent constitutional prin- 
ciples. 

That the Assembly be assured, that it is the most ardent 
wish of this Colony (and we are persuaded of the whole 
Continent of North America^ to see a speedy return of 
those halcyon dayswben we lived a free and happy people. 

Resolved, That the President be desired to transmit 
these Resolutions to the Speaker of the Jamaica Assembly, 
by the earliest opportunity. 

Resolved, That "& well regulated Militia, composed of 
Gentlemen and Yeomen, is the natural strength, and only 
security of, a free Government; that such a Militia in this 
Colony would for ever render it unnecessary for the Mother 
Country to keep among us, for the purpose of our defence, 
any Standing Arrfty of mercenary forces, always subver- 
sive of the quiet, and dangerous to the liberties of the peo- 
ple, and would obviate the pretext of taxing us for their 
support. 

, That the establishment of such a Militia is at this time 
peculiarly necessary, by the state of our laws for the protec- 
tion and defence of the Country, some of which have al- 
ready expired, and others will shortly do so ; and that the 
known remissness of Government,' in calling us together in 



a legislative capacity, renders it too Insecure, in this time 
of danger and distress, to rely, that opportunity will be 
given of renewing them in General Assembly, or making 
any provision to secure our'roestimable rights and liberties 
from those farther violations with which they are threat- 
ened. 

Resolved therefore, That this Colony be immediately 
put into a posture of defence ; and that Patrick Henry, 
Richard Henry Lee, Robert Carter Nicholas, Benjamin 
Harrison, Lemuel Riddick, George Washington, Adam 
Stephen, Andrew Lewis, William Christian, Edmund 
Pendleton, Thomas Jefferson, and Isaac Zone, Esquires, 
be a Committee to prepare a plan for the embodying, arm- 
ing, and disciplining such a 'number of me n as may be suf- 
ficient for that purpose. " :;" ::_" 

Adjourned till to-morrow 10 o'clock. 

FridayrMnrch 24", 1775. 

The Committee appointed for that purpose reported a 
plan for embodying, arming, and disciplining the Militia of 
this Colony ; the consideration whereof i_s postponed till to- 
morrow. 

Certain paragraphs in the publick Papers, said to be 
votes of the House of Representatives of New-York t being 
read, 

The Convention, taking into their consideration that the 
said Province of Neu-- York did, by their Delegates in Gen- 
eral Congress, solemnly accede to the compact of Associa- 
tion there formed for the preservation of American rights, 
that a defection from such their compact would be a perfidy 
too atrocious to be charged on a sister Colony but on the 
most authentick information, and also doubting whether,from 
some radical defect in the Constitutipn.qf .that Govemrnent, 
the sense of their House of Representatives, on questions 
of this nature, should be considered as the sense of the 
people in general, came to the following Resolutions : 

Resolved, That it be an instruction to the Committee of 
Correspondence for this Colony, that they procure authen- 
tick information from the Committee of Correspondence in 
the Province of New-York, or otherwise, whether their 
House of Representatives, by any vote or votes whatsoever, 
have deserted the union with the other American Colonies, 
formed in General Congress, for the preservation of their 
just rights ; whether the other Colonles^aTe to consider such 
vote or votes as declaring truly the senseoF the people of 
their Province in general, and as forming a rule for their 
future conduct; and, if they are not to be so considered, 
that then they inform us, by their 'names and other "suffi- 
cient descriptions, of the individuals who may have concur- 
red in such vote or votes ; and that the said Committee lay 
such their information before the next Convention, or As- 
sembly. 

Resolved unanimously, That the Committees of the sev- 
eral Counties and Corporations in this Colony do exert 
themselves in procuring and continuing Contributions, for 
supplying the necessities and alleviating the distresses of 
our brave and worthy fellow-subjects of Boston, now suf- 
fering in the common cause of American freedom, in such 
manner, and so long as their occasions mayrequire. 

Resolved unanimously, In compliance with the recom- 
mendation of the late Continental Congress, that Delegates 
ought to be appointed to represent this Colony at the ap- 
proaching Congress, to be held in the City of Philadelphia, 
the 10th day of May next. 

Resolved. That the delegation from this Colony do con- 
sist of seven Members, and that they be chosen by ballot. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, 10 o'clock. 

Saturday, March 25, 1775. 

Resolved, As the opinion of this Convention, that, on 
account of the unhappy disputes between Great Britain 
and the Colonies, and the unsettled state of this Country, 
the lawyers, suitors, and witnesses ought not to attend the 
prosecution or defence of civil suits at. tlie next General 
Court; and it is recommended to the several Courts of Jus- 
tice not to proceed to the hearinjfor determination of suits 
on their dockets, except attachments ; rior to give judg- 
ments but in the case of Sheriffs or other collectors for Mo- 
ney or Tobacco received by them ; in other cases, where 
such judgment shall be voluntarily confessed, or upon such 



"*—""■- n 



mini 



169 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, MARCH, 1775. 



170 



amicable proceedings as may become necessary for the set- 
tlement, division, or distribution of estates. And, during 
this suspension of the administration of justice, it is ear- 
nestly recommended to the people to observe a peaceable 
and orderly behaviour; to all creditors to be as indulgent 
to their debtors as may be, and to all debtors to pay as far 
as they are able; and where_ differences may arise which 
cannot be adjusted between the parties, that they refer the 
decision thereof to judicious neighbours, and abide by their 
determination. 

The Convention then took into their consideration, ac- 
cording to the order of yesterday, the plan for embodying, 
arming, and disciplining the Militia; which, being read, 
and amended, was unanimously agreed to, as follows : 

The Committee propose that it be strongly recommend- 
ed to the Colony, diligently to put in execution the Militia 
Law passed in the year 1738, entitled " An Act for the 
better regulating of the Militia," which has become in force 
by the expiration of all subsequent Militia Laws. 

The Committee are further of opinion that, as from the 
expiration of the above-mentioned latter laws, and various 
other causes, the legal and necessary disciplining the Mili- 
tia has been much neglected, and a proper provision of 
Arms and Ammunition has not been made, to the evident 
danger of the community in case of invasion or insurrec- 
tion, it be recommended to the inhabitants of the. several 
Counties of this Colony that they forth one or more volun- 
teer Companies of Infantry and Troops of Horse, in each 
County, and to be in constant training and readiness to act 
on any emergency. 

That it be recommended, particularly to the Counties of 
Brunswick, Bimviddie, Chesterfield, Henrico, Hanover, 
Spottsylvania, King George, and Stafford, and tp all 
Counties below these, that out of such, their volunteers, 
they form each of them one or more Troops of Horse ; and 
to all the Counties above these, it is recommended that 
they pay a more particular attention to the forming a good 
Infantry. 

That each Company of Infantry consist of sixty-eight 
rank and file, to be commanded by one Captain, two Lieu- 
tenants, one Ensign, four Sergeants, and four Corporals; 
and that they have a Drummer, and be furnished with a 
Drum and Colours ; that every man be provided with a good 
Rifle, if to be had, or otherwise with a common Firelock, 
Bayonet, and Cartouch-box, and also with a Tomahawk, 
one pound of Gunpowder, and four pounds of Ball, at least, 
fitted to thfi_bore of his Gun ; that he be clothed in a Hunt- 
ing Shirt, by way of uniform ; and that all endeavour, as 
soon as possible, to become acquainted with the military 
exercise for Infantry, appointed to be used by His Majesty 
in the year 1764. 

That each Troop of Horse consist of thirty, exclusive of 
Officers ; that every Horseman be provided with a good 
Horse, Bridle, Saddle, with Pistols and Holsters, a Carbine, 
or other short Firelock, with a Bucket, a Cutting Sword, 
or Tomahawk, one pound of Gunpowder, and four pounds 
of Ball, at the least, and use the utmost diligence in train- 
ing and accustoming his Horse to stand the discharge of 
fire-arms, and in making himself acquainted with the mili- 
tary exercise for Cavalry. 

That, in order to make a further and more ample provi- 
sion of Ammunition, it be recommended to the Committees 
of the several Counties, that they collect from their Con- 
stituents, in such manner as shall be most agreeable to 
them, so much money a£ will be sufficient to purchase half 
a pound of Gunpowder, one pound of Lead, necessary 
Flints and Cartridge Paper, for every tithable person in 
their County ; that they immediately take effectual mea- 
sures for the procuring such Gunpowder, Lead, Flints, and 
Cartridge Paper, and dispose thereof, when procured, in 
such place or places of safety as they may think best: and 
it is earnestly recommended to each individual to pay such 
proportion of the money necessary for these purposes as by 
the respective Committees shall be judged requisite. 

That as it may happen that some Counties, from their 
situation, mayTtot be apprized of the most certain and 
speedy method of procuring the articles before-mentioned, 
one General Committee should be appointed, whose busi- 
ness it should be to procure, for such Counties as may 
make application to them, such articles, and so much there- 
of as the moneys wherewith they shall furnish the said 



Committee will" purchase, after deducting the charges of 
transportation, and other necessary expenses. 

Resolved, That Robert Carter Nicholas, Thomas Nel- 
son, and Thomas Whiting, Esquires, or any two of them, 
be a Committee for the purpose afore-mentioned. 

Resolved unanimously, That the most cordial thanks of 
the people of this Colony are a tribute justly due to our 
worthy Governour, Lord JJunmore, for his truly noble, 
wise, and spirited conduct on the late expedition against 
our Indian enemy ; a conduct which at once evinces his 
Excellency's attention to the true interests of this Colony, 
and a zeal in the Executive Department which no dangers 
can divert or difficulties hinder from achieving the most 
important services to the people who have the happiness 
to live under his administration. , _ . 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Conven- 
tion be presented to the gentlemen Officers and Soldiers 
who lately so nobly defended this Colony from the savage 
enemy on our frontiers, and by their bravery, not only pro- 
cured success to our arms, but must have convinced the 
enemy it will be their true interest to preserve the peace 
on the terms stipulated by his Excellency Lord Bunmorc; 
that we sincerely condole with the relations and acquaint- 
ance of those brave men who so nobly fell in battle on that 
mournful event, arid assure gll who .have rendered such 
important services to this Colony that, so soon as opportu- 
nity permits, we will most cheerfully do every thing on our 
part to make them ample satisfaction. 

Resolved, That Robert Carter Nicholas, Richard Bland, 
James Mercer, Edmund Pendleton, ' Archibald Cary,_ 
Charles Carter of Stafford, Benjamin Harrison, Richard 
Henry L,ee, Josicts Clapham, George Washington, Pat- 
rick Henry, James Holt, and Thomas Neivton, Esquires, 
be a Committee to prepare a plan for the encouragement 
of Arts and Manufactures in this Colony. 

The Convention then proceeded to the election of Dele- 
gates by ballot, to represent this Colony in General Con- 
gress, to be held at the City of Philadelphia, on the 10th 
day of May next ; when the Honourable Peyton Ran- 
dolph, Esquire, George Washington, Patrick Henry, 
Richard Henry Lee, Edmund Pendleton, Benjamin Har- 
rison, and Richard Bland, Esquires, were chosen for that 
purpose. 

Resolved, That Robert Carter Nicholas, Esquire, be 
desired to lay before the Convention, on Monday next, an 
account of the Money received from the several Counties 
and Corporations in this Colony, for the use of the Dele- 
gates sent to represent this Colony in General Congress. 
Adjourned till Monday, 10 o'clock. 

Monday, March 27," 1775. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a plan for (he en- 
couragement of Arts and Manufactures, reported the fol- 
lowing Resolutions ; which, being severally read, were 
unanimously agreed to. . - . 

Whereas, it hath been judged necessary for the preser- 
vation of the just rights and liberties of America, firmly to 
associate against Importations ; and as the freedom, hap- 
piness, and prosperity of a State greatly depend on provi- 
ding within itself a supply of articles necessary for subsist- 
ence, clothing, and defence ; and whereas, it is judged 
essential, at this critical juncture, to form a proper plan for 
employing the different inhabitants of this Colony, provi- 
ding for the poor, and restraining vagrants and other disor- 
derly persons, who are nuisances to every society; a regard 
for our Country, as well as common prudence, call upon 
us to encourage Agriculture, Manufactures, economy, and 
the utmost industry: Therefore, this Convention doth 
Resolve as follows : ..-.-. 

Resolved unanimously, That it be earnestly recommend- 
ed to the different Magistrates, Vestries and Church- 
wardens throughout this Colony, that they pay a proper 
attention, and strict regard to the several Acts of Assembly 
made for the restraint cf vagrants and the better employing 
and maintaining the poor. 

Resolved unanimously, That from and after the first day 
of May next, no person or persons whatever ought to use, 
in his or their families, unless in case of necessity, and on 
no account sell to butchers, or kill for market, any Sheep 
under four years old ; and where there is a necessity for 
using any mutton in his, her, or their families, it is recorn- 
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mended to kill such only as are least profitable to be 
kept. 

Resolved unanimously, That the setting up and promo- 
ting Woollen, Cotton, and Linen Manufactures ought to be 
encouraged in as many different branches as possible, espe- 
cially Coating, Flannel, Blankets, Rugs, or Coverlids, 
Hosiery, and coarse Cloths, both broad and narrow. 

Resolved unanimously, That all persons having proper 
lands for the purpose, ought to cultivate and raise a quanti- 
ty of Flax, Hemp, and Cotton, sufficient not only for the 
use of his or her own family, but also to spare to others on 
moderate terms. 
— Resolved unanimously, As Salt is a daily and indispens- 
'able necessary of life, and the making of it amongst our- 
selves musj be deemed a valuable acquisition, it is therefore 
recommended thatjhe utmost endeavours be used to estab- 
lish Salt Works, and that proper encouragement be given 
to Mr. James Tait, who hath made proposals, and offered 
a scheme to the publick, for so desirable a purpose. 

Resolved unanimously, That Saltpetre and Sulphur, 
being articles of great and necessary use, the making, 
collecting, and refining them to the utmost extent, be 
recommended, the Convention being of opinion that it 
may be done to great advantage. 

Resolved 'unanimously , That the making of Gunpowder 
be recommended. 

Resolved unanimously, That the manufacturing of iron 
into, Nails and Wire, and other necessary articles, be recom- 
mended. 

Resolved unanimously, That the making of Steel ought 
to be largely encouraged, as there will be a great demand 
for this article. _ "^ 

Resolved unanimously, That the making of different 
kinds of Paper ought to be encouraged; and as. the success 
of this branch depends on a supply of old Linen and_ 
Woollen Rags, the inhabitants of this Colony are desired, 
in their, respective families, to preserve these articles. 

Resolved unanimously, That whereas Wool Com,bs, 
Cotton and Wool Cards, Hemp and Flax Heckles, have . 
been for some time made to advantage in some of. the 
neighbouring Colonies, and are necessary for carrying on 
Linen and Woollen Manufactures, the establishing such 
Manufactures be recommended. 

Resolved unanimously, That the erecting Fulling Mills 
and mills for breaking, swingling, and softening Hemp and 
Flax, and also that the making Grindstones be recom- 
mended. 

Resolved unanimously, That the brewing Malt Liquors 
in this Colony would tend to render the consumption of 
foreign Liquors less necessary. It is therefore recommended 
that proper attention be given to the cultivation of Hops 
and Barley. 

Resolved unanimously, That it be recommended to all 
the inhabitants of this Colony, that they use, as the Con- 
vention engageth to do, our own Manufactures, and those 
of other Colonies,' in preference to all others. 

Resolved unanimously, That for the more speedily and 
effectually carrying these Resolutions into execution, it be 
earnestly recommended that Societies be formed in different 
parts of this Colony ; and it is the opinion of this Conven- 
tion, that proper Premiums ought to be offered in the 
several Counties and Corporations, to such persons as shall 
excel in the several branches of Manufactures, and it is 
recommended .to the several Committees of the different 
Counties and Corporations, to promote and encourage the 
same to the utmost of their power. 

The Members of the Convention then, in order to en- 
courage Mr. James Tait, who is about to erect Salt Works, 
undertook, for their respective Counties, to pay the sum of 
Ten Pounds to Robert Carter Nicholas, Esquire, for the 
use of the said James Tait, on or before the 10th day of 
May next. 

His Excellency the Governour having, by Proclamation 
bearing date the 21st day of March, in the present year, 
declared that His Majesty hath given orders, that all vacant 
Lands within this Colony shall be put up in lots at publick 
sale, and that the highest bidder for such lots shall be the 
purchaser thereof, and shall hold the same subject to a 
reservation of one-half penny sterling per acre, by way of 
annual quitrent, and of all Mines of gold, silver, and pre- 



cious stones, which terms arejin innovation on the estab- 
lished usage of granting Lands within this Colony : 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to inquire 
whether His Majesty may, of right, advance the terms of. 
granting Lands in this Colony, and make report thereof to 
the next GeneraLAssembly or Convention ; and that, in 
the mean time, it he recommended to all persons whatever 
to forbear purchasing or accepting grants of Lands on the 
conditions before-mentioned ; and that Patrick Henry, 
Richard Bland, Thomas Jefferson, Robert Carter Nicho* 
las, and Edmund Pendleton, Esquires, be appointed of the - 
said Committee. __ ------ ~^- — *- - --- - - 

Resolved, That the .Delegates from the~^everal Coun- 
ties in this Colony, as also_ from the Cjty of Williamsburgh, 
and Borough of Norfolk, rloTwithouL delayTapply to their 
respective Counties 5uid_ Corporations for Fifteen Pounds, 
current money, and tr ansmit the same, so soon as collect- 
ed, to Robert Carter, Nicholas, Esquire, for the use of the 
Deputies sent front thisjCplony to the Genera] Congress. 

On a motion made, - 

Resolved, That Thomas Jefferson, Esquire, be appoint- 
ed a Deputy to represent this Colony in General Congress, 
in the room of the Honourable Peyton Randolph, Esquire, 
in case of the non-attep dance of the said Peyton Randolph, 
Esquire. ~ " ~ "" 

Resolved, That the said ^Deputies, or any four of them, 
be a sufficient number to represent this Colony in General 
Congress. T ~ -■■-■ — ---— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be pre- 
sented to jhe Ret. Mr. Selden, for performing Divine Ser- 
vice, and for his seasonable jmd i excej^t = jkyrmqn yester- 
day. : ~ 

R esolved , That the thanks of this Convention are justly 
due to jhfi_TpwnLojf [.Richmond amLtJjejieighbourhood, f° r 
their polite rece p tlon ; land ."ente ft ainffien t_of th e Delegates. 

Mr. Alexander Purdic having offered to print the pro- 
ceedings of this Convention, for the use of the Members 
thereof, it is ordered, that the Clerk deliver him a copy of 
the said proceedings for that purpose. 

Resolved^, That lhls_Con lyen tiojylothjx>nsider the dele- 
gation of its members" as"now at aETend ; and that 7t~be 
recommerjdfxl to theTeople pfthls Colony to choose Dele- 
gates to represent them in Cjmy,enLiojtJor_pne year, as soon 

as they conveniently can, zr — . -■;. — 7 

Peyton^Ra^p.leh; 1 President. 

John T^zmy^h^^Cl^'of iKe~0»ivention. 



FIELD OFFICERS, FOB NEW-CASTL'E COUNTY, DELAWARE. 

On Monday, the 20th.of March, agreeable to appoint- 
ment, the Captains:a.nd._SuJ)altejn^ffic^rsj)f^ew-Cas</e 
County (Delaware) met at Christiana Bridge to choose^ 
commanders, when the following gentlemen were chosen, 
viz : For the Upper Division, James McKinley, Esquire, 
Colonel ; James Latimer, Esq., Lieutenant Colonel ; Tho- 
mas Duff, Esq., Major. For theJLower_ Division : Tho- 
mas Cooch, Esq., Colonel : Samiiel Patterson , Lieutenant 
Colonel ; Gunning Bedford, Major. 



- CHESTER-COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE. 

-■ MarchJJ), 1775. . = _ 

Pursuant to adjournment, and publick notice given, the - 
Committee of Chester County mefat the house of Richard 

Cheyney, in East- Cain. _____ _ — -" - -— T 

On motion, Ordered, ThaJ. Mr. Hockley, Mr. Johnston,' 
Mr. Gronow, Mr. Lloyd, Mr^ Frazer, Mr. Moore, and Mr. 
Taylor, be, and they are hereby appointecTa Committee tcH 
essay a draught of a Petition to present to the General As- 
sembly of this Province, with regard to the manumission 
of Slaves ; especially relating to the freedom of infants 
hereafter born of black women within tlilsjCplony ; and do 
make report of the same to this Committee at t_hgjr next 
meeting. ,;.. .^ „_.:.,... =.^=s£_. __::" 

On motion, Ordered, That each member in this Com- 
mittee will use his utrnost diligence in collecting the several 
sums of money subscribed for the useof'Bpston, and pay 
the same into the hands of Anthony Wayne, Esq., Trea^ 
surer, at the next meeting of this Committee. 
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The Committee then adjourned to meet_at the house of 
Mr. David Conpland, in the Borough of Chester, on Wed~ 
nesday, the 31st of May next. 

By order of the Committee : 

Francis Johnston, Secretary. 



LETTER FROM BOSTON TO NEWPORT, RHODE-ISLAND, 
DATED MARCH 20, 1775. 

We are constantly agitated by hearing complaints from 
different persons, of the more than savage barbarity of the 
Soldiers, encouraged, and often joined and headed by the 
Officers. They are now become so insolent, that it is 
hardly safe to walk the streets at noon-day, and there seems 
to he n o che ck or control ; but they are rather countenanced 
angLencouraged by their superiours in their lawless out- 
rage. They appear to me to be a banditti of licensed 
free-booters, just let loose upon us, for the innocent and 
laudable purposes of robberies, Tapes, and murders ; nor 
can I at present see any prospect of avoiding these calam- 
ities, but by a general evacuation or the Town. The late 
news seems to increase their insolence 2 which was barely 
tolerable before. The reason is obvious : the common 
soldiers and their wives have frequently and loudly com- 
plained of the fallacy and injustice of the officers, who 
promised them fine houses, rich plunder, and a thousand 
other gratifications, which they hoped, to be in possession 
of long before this, the expectation of which has, in my 
opinion, prevented the desertion of hundreds ; but they 
grow more aM morejmpatient, so that I fear violence will 
sooner or later take place, let what will be the determina- 
tions in England, unless some method can be adopted to 
prevent or istrajn them,, tantamount to leaving the Town, 
as the people in general do not seem inclined to go out. 

On Thursday last a_ friend of mine was beat stone blind 
by some soldiers on the Neck, in presence of their com- 
manding officer, who seemed to be highly gratified, and on 
SaturdayT saw three men (two white and one black) who 
had just before Tje.gn jmost barbarously cutund mangled by 
a gang of those military highwaymen, who have for a long 
time jnfestedourout-passage to and from the Town. Their 
method is_for a large party, some_with swords or cutlasses, 
others with guns\and_ bayonets fixed, to surround an un- 
armed man, an d^ order him to Heliver, after which they 
mangle the poor wretch till their malice is sufficiently 
glutted, then -Suffer him, if able, to crawl away. 



LETTER FROM ATDJENTLEM4N IN THE SERVICE OF AN OFFI- 
CER Of STATE AT PARIS, TO HIS TRIEND IN NEWPORT, 
RHODEaSLAN-Dt^:: _._ZJ-. 

Mi dear^Chevalier.: Ypu.jl.re nearly of my opinion 
respecting the affairs between Great Britain and her Col- 
onies. Believe me, some years have elapsed since the 
scheme was projected for the alteration of Government. 
As soon as the project was resolved upon the Cabinet of 
Great Britain used all possible means to procure peace' 
with her neighbouring Nations. The fall of the Duke de 

Ch 1 was a mark of the highest complaisance to her. 

It is well known that this Minister (though in disgrace) 
directed ally or at least the greater part of the business of 
our Cabinet. Britain was well enough assured that they 
could keep the House of Bourbon still ; but Spain had 
ijiven such instructions to her Ambassador as woyjd have 
caused a rupture, had they been observed. But Prince 
Masserano was recalled. 

The death of Louis the Fifteenth, set the spirits of our 
people in agitaTion, the^dTarJIarnent made remonstrances, 
and our clergy murmurs, on acSi&jnt of_the new regula- 
tions against them. It was theft Lord North caused a 
report to circulate at London, of his being ill, that he 
might come to Paris incog, in order to ascertain himself 
of the disposition' of our Court. He remained there but 
two days, which time he spent in conference with the Min- 
istry, who, like jmother Dances, were tempered by the 
British gold scattered by Jupiter North. . His policy was 
seducing, and retained us in the same state of inaction we 
now continue, that he might be at liberty to set your part 
of the woild in. confusion. 

Assure yourself that Great Britain is not much more 
quiet than you are. It is almost the general opinion here 



that a revolt will take place in England, if the trade be 
interrupted between that Kingdom and the Colonies. 

The Royal family of England is too numerous for the 
taxes of the Nation to maintain them alone. Besides the 
great debt under which they now labour, they expend 
much for the support of Hanover ; this accounts why King 
George thinks himself obliged to deal with America as 
Frederick does with his neighbours. 

Orders are given to Isle of Rhe for the transport of four 
thousand men, in two Frigates and three Ships-of-the-Line, 
to our Colonies: I cannot tell you their destination. 

We are busy to complete all the Regiments that are 
deficient. . The King has caused a general state of liis 
Marine Force to be laid before him ; and, to conclude, r~" 
assure you that a rupture between Spain and England is 
at no great distance. 



By His Excellency the Right Honourable John Earl of 
Dunmore, His Majesty's Lieutenant and Governour- 
General of the Colony and Dominion of Virginia, and 
Vice- Admiral of the same : 

A Proclamation. 
Virginia to wit: z 

Whereas His Majesty did, at the request of the As- 
sembly of this Colony permit the Western Boundary 
thereof to be extended as the same has been run and 
ascertained by Colonel Donelson, and other surveyors 
deputed for the purpose; and whereas, His Majesty hath 
for the greater convenience of, and the preventing of liti- 
gation and disputes among such persons as shall be inclined 
to settle upon any of his vacant Lands, ordergd that, all that 
tract of Land included within the aforesaid Boundary, and 
all other vacant Lands within this Colony Be surveyed in 
districts, and laid out in lots of from one hundred to one 
thousand acres, and as fast as the said surveys shall be 
completed by the surveyors duly authorized, and the sur- 
veys thereof returned, that the Lands so surveyed and 
allotted be put up to publick sale, at such time and place 
as shall be appointed by publick notice ; and that the high- 
est bidder for such lots and parcels of Land at such sales, 
be the purchaser thereof, and be entitled to a grant in fee 
simple of the Land so purchased as aforesaid, by letters 
patent under the great seal of the Colony, subject to no 
conditions or reservations whatever, other than the pay- 
ment of the annual quitrent of one half-penny sterling 
per acre; and also of all mines of gold, silver, and pre- 
cious stones. And whereas advice has been received, that 
one Richard Henderson, and other disorderly persons, his 
associates, under pretence of a purchase made from the 
Indians, contrary to the aforesaid orders and regulations of 
His Majesty, do set up a claim to the Lands of the Crown 
within the limits j5T this Colony; I have thought fit, there- 
fore, to issue this my Proclamation, strictly charging all 
Justices of the Peace, Sheriffs, and other officers, civil 
and military, to use their utmost endeavours to prevent the 
unwarrantable and illegal designs of the said Henderson, 
and his abetters; and if the said Henderson, or others con- 
cerned with him, shall take possession' of, or occupy any 
Lands within the limits of His Majesty's Government of 
Virginia, merely under any purchase, or pretended pur- 
chase made from Indians, without any other title ; that he 
or they be required in His Majesty's name forthwith to 
depart, and relinquish the possession so unjustly obtained; 
and in case of refusal, and of violent detaining such pos- 
session, that he or they be immediately fined and impri- 
soned in the manner the laws in such cases direct. 

Given under my hand, and the seal of the Colony, this 
21st day of March, in the fifteenth year of His Majesty's 
reign. [~~ Dunmore. 

God save the King. _ 



Committee Chamber, Norfolk, Va., March 21, 1775. 
TO THE PUBLICK. 

We, the Committee for Norfolk Borough, find ourselves 
under the disagreeable necessity of publishing to the world 
the conduct of Captain Sampson, Master of the Snow 
Elizabeth, from Bristol. It is not in one instance alone 
that he has discovered his opposition to the measures 
adopted for the security of our rights and liberties, nor can 



:M.-.,:~ . 



^*a,.j-... JJ u_ 



175 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, Sec, MARCH, 1775. 



176 



*-*- 



lie, on any account, justify his repeated prevarications.^ It 
is not our business to take notice of his passionate and dis- 
respectful behaviour towards this Committee, nor his in- 
discreet conduct without doors. We shall confine ourselves 
to the relation of the following facts: On the 13th day of 
February he informed the Committee of his arrival with a 
quantity of Salt, that his Snow wanted repairs, and as he 
should find it necessary to heave her down here, he de- 
manded the consent of this Committee to store the Salt 
till the Snow could be refitted. The Committee, after 
careful inquiries, (some of his answers to which we find to 
be false,) did, at length, consent, upon condition the Salt 
should be taken on board again as soon as possible, which 
Captain Sampson promised to do, Thus matters rested 
till the 8th of March, when this Committee were surprised 
with information, that he had given bond at the Custom- 
House, and was taking in Lumber without the Salt. He 
was sent for, and after discovering a great degree of heat, 
did, at length, give his repeated promise to take the Salt 
on board as soon as possible, and that he would begin the 
next day. More than a week, however, has elapsed, and 
he has as yet complied with no part of his promise, nor 
taken any of the Salt on board again, but has actually ap- 
plied for protection to the Ship-of-War now in this harbour, 
under whose stern the Snow lies, where it appears he in- 
tends to load with Grain. We, the Committee, do there- 
fore declare. Captain Sampson a violator of the Association, 
and an enemy to American liberty ; and we trust the Mer- 
chants, Planters, and Skippers of Vessels in this Colony, 
will make Turn Feel their righteous indignation, by breaking 
off all kinds of dealings with him, and that they will, in no 
wise, be aiding^ or assisting in procuring a cargo for a man, 
who, from the whole tenourof his late conduct, has openly 
set the good people of this Country at defiance, and con- 
tributed his utmost endeavours to destroy their most essen- 
tial interests. 

Matthew Phripp, John Boush, 
James Taylor, Robert Taylor, 

John Hutchings, T. Claiborne, 
John Lawrence, Samuel Inglis. 
Thomas Ritson, 

Extract from the minutes : 

William Davies, Secretary. 
N. B, The other Members of the Committee were out 
of Town at the time of signing. 



resolved unanimously that the said Goods be sent back to 
Glasgow in the same Ship without landing. 

Charles Troupe, Cleric pro tern. 

ALBANY (NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Correspondence for 
the City and County of Albany, held the 21st day of 
March, 1775: 

Resolved unanimously, That Abraham Yates, Jun., 
Esq., Walter Livingston, Esq., Cplonel Schuyler, Colonel 
Ten Broeck, and Colonel^ Peter R. Livingston, are ap- 
pointed to represent the City and County of Albany at the 
intended Provincial Congress to be held at the City of 
New- York, the 20th day oT April next, for the purpose of 
appointing Delegates to represent this Colony at the next 
Continental Congress, to be held* at Philadelphia the 10th 
day of May next. By order of the Committee : 

~John N. Bleecker, Clerk. 



RENSSELAERWYCK MANOR (nEW-YORk) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Inspection for the 
Manor of Rensselaer wyck, held the 21st of March, 1775, 
it was unanimously resolved, that the thanks of this Com- 
mittee be given to Colonel AbraharrCTen Broeck. Colonel 
Philip Schuyler, and Colonel Peter Livingston, for their 
faithful services in the cause of liberty, in the last session 
of the General Assembly of this Colony. 
By order of. the Committee : 

Abraham J. Lansing, Cliairman. 



Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, N. Y., March 23, 1775. 

On the 21st of March, a few friends toTiberty met at 
the house of Mr. John Bailey, about two or three miles 
from Poughkeepsie, and erected a pole on his land, with a 
flag on it, bearing oil one side the King, aruTon the other 
the Congress and Liberty; but the Sheriff of Dutchess 
County the next day, attended by a Judge of the Inferiour 
.Court, two of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace, and a 
*Constable, with some others, friends to constitutional liberty 
and good order, cut the same down, as a publick nuisance. 



TALBOT COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE. 

March 21, 1775. 

A meeting of the Committee of Observation for Talbot 
County being requested by Mr. Charles Crookshanks, on 
Tuesday, the 21st of March, 1775, the following gentle- 
men did accordingly meet at Mr. Brascup's Tavern, viz : 

James IJoyd CJiamberlaine, Esq., Chairman, James 
Iiindman, Dr. Moses Allen, John Stevens, John Cochran, 
Nathaniel Cooper, John Gibson, Jacob Hindman, Francis 
Baker, William Iiindman, Robert Lloyd Nicols, Samuch 
Thomas, Thomas Ray, Thomas Martin, Jun., Samuel 
Sharp, Dr. John Troup. 

Mr. Crookshanks thereupon made the following Report : 
That the Ship Baltimore, James Longmuir, consigned to 
himself by Messrs. Spiers, French &i Co., had arrived the 
evening before, with two bales of Goods on board, which, 
as would appear by letters he was ready to produce from 
the said gentlemen, had been shipped at Glasgow, Novem- 
ber 10th, 1774, and were part of a cargo intended to have 
been sent by a former Ship ; that the said Longmuir came 
by the way of Rotterdam, and had been there detained by 
the ice, which had protracted his voyage. The Commit- 
tee, upon examination, being satisfied of the truth of the 
above report, were oFopinion that no imputation ought to 
be thrown upon the said Company, of an intention to con- 
travene the Non-Importation Agreement entered into by 
the Colonies', as it was not possible for them to receive an 
account of the proceedings of the Continental Congress, 
at the time of shipping the said Goods ; and as Mr. Crook- 
shanks voluntarily proposed, and solemnly plighted his 
honour, that the said bales should not be landed, but sent 
back in the same bottom, the Committee were much 
pleased with his readiness to comply with the Resolution 
of the Continental Congress, accepted the proposal, and 



FAIRFIELD (CONNECTICUT) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Inspection, for the 
Town of Fairfield, in Connecticut, TielcTTn F^airfidd, on 
the 21st day of this instant March": 

Daniel Wheeler, Obadiah Piatt, and Ebenezer Hall, all 
of said Fairfield, being duly notified to appear before said 
Committee, and answer to the complaints made; against 
them, did not appear. 

Whereupon the Committee proceeded to examine the 
evidences, and upon a full and impartial Tie_arTng of them, 
they were unanimously of opinion that the said Wheeler, 
Piatt, and Hall, were guilty of a breach of the. Associa- 
tion of the Continental Congress; and that, pursuant to 
the directions of the County Congressman connections, 
commerce, and dealings, ought to be wTt hdrawnTrom them 
by every friend to his Country. 

And ordered, That the Clerk of this Committee make 
this judgment publick, that they may be dealt with ac- 
cordingly. 

Thaddeus Burr, Clerk to the Committee. 



SAMUEL ADAMS TO H. H, LEE. 

r Boston, March 21, 1775. 
Sir: I am much obliged to you for your favour of 
4th of February last, by Captain Layton. From the be- 
ginning of this great contest with the Mother Country, I 
.have seen Virginia distinguishing herself in the support of 
American liberty; and in the liberal donations received 
from all parts of that Colony for the sufferers in this Town, 
we have had abundant testimonies of tFeir unanimity and 
zeal for that all-important cause. I have the pleasure to 
assure you, that the people of this Colony, (saving a few 
detestable men, most of whom are in thJs.Town,) are also 
firm and united. General Gage is still here, with eleven 
Regiments, besides several detachments; yet, it is generally 
supposed, that there are not more than two thousand five 
hundred effective men in all. They have been very sickly 
through the winter past; many have died, and many others 
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have deserted. Ihave seen a joint list, and I believe it to 
be a true one, of the Royal Irish, and the detachments 
from the ; Fifty-Sixth, in which the whole number was one 
hundred and sixty-seven, and only one hundred ;and two 
of them effective. But though the number of the Troops 
is diminished, the insolence of the Officers (at least some 
of them) is increased. In private rencontres, I have not 
heard of .a single instance of their coming off other than 
second best. I will give you several instances of their 
behaviour in publick. On the 6th" instant there was an 
adjournment of one of our Town-meetings, when an ora- 
tion was. delivered, jn commemoration of the massacre on 
the 5th of March, 1770. I had long expected that they 
would Jake that occasion to beat up a breeze, and, there- 
fore, (seeing many of the Officers present before "the orator 
came in,) as moderator of trie meeting, I took care to have 
them treated with civility, inviting them into convenient 
seats, &c, that they might have no pretence to behave ill ; 
for it is a good maxim, in politicks as well as in war, to 
put and keep the enemy in the wrong. They behaved 
tolerably well until the oration was finished, when, upon a 
motion made to appoint another orator, as usual, they began 
to hiss, which irritated the assembly to the greatest degree, 
and confusion ensued ; they, however, did not gain their 
end, which was apparently to break up the meeting, for 
order was soon restored, and we proceeded regularly and 
finished the business. I am persuaded, that were it not 
for the danger of precipitating a crisis, riot a man of them 
would have been spared. It was provoking enough to the 
whole corps, that while there were so many Troops stationed 
here, with the design of suppressing Town-meetings, there 
should yet be one for the purpose of delivering an oration 
to' commemorate a massacre perpetrated by Soldiers, and 
to show the danger ,of Standing Armies; they, therefore, 
it seems, a. few days after, vented their passion on a poor 
simple countryman, the state of whose case is drawn up by 
himself, and sworn to before a Magistrate, as you will see 
by the enclosed ; thus you see, that the practice of tarring 
and feathering, which has so. often been exclaimed against 
by the Tories, and even in the British House of Commons, 
as inhuman and barbarous, has, at length, been revived by 
some of the polite Officers of the British Army, stationed 
in this place professedly to prevent riots. Some gentle- 
men of the Town waited on the General on this occasion ; 
he appeared to be angry at it, and declared that he knew 
nothing about any such design ; he said that he had, indeed, 
heard an irregular beat of the drum, (for they passed by his 
house,) but thought they were drumming a bad woman 
through the streets,! .This, to be sure, would not have 
been a dot. . The Selectmen of Billerka, an inland Town, 
about thirty miles distant, to which the abused man be- 
longed, have made a remonstrance to the General, a copy 
of \vhich_is enclosed^ The General promised them that 
he would inquire into the matter, but we hear notliingmore 
about it, _ Some say that he has lost the command over 
his. Officers, and is afraid of displeasing them; how this 
may be I cannot say. - ..- ,'"" Samuel Adams,"- 



COLONEL E. DQOLITTLE TO JOHN HANCOCK. 

: ' Petersham, March 21, 1775! 

Sis : Please" to comjnunicate the following to your body. 
Having received a requisition from the honourable Con- 
gress, directing of me to make a return of my Regiment, 
their "numbers and equipments for war, I have accordingly 
applied myself to die business, but have not as yet obtained 
a return of but two of three companies, and if I can obtain 
a full account [before tlie Congress rises, shall forward it 
immediately. But we are in a. most lamentable situation, 
for want of avsanction of Government on our establishments, 
our Tory erretnres using all their secret machinations tp di- 
vide us and break us to pieces. Add to this the' difficulties, 
that arise by ambitious men, who are endeavouring to 
break our companies to pieces, in order to get promotion ; 
for as ther.e i.s no establishment but what arises in the 
breasts o.f individuals, we are continually breaking to pieces, 
and. a number of companies in" my' Regiment are now in. 
such circumstances ; and I fear if we are not soon called to 
action, we shall be like a rope ofsand,and have no more 
strength". . If it may be received with candour, I should Jae 
exceedingly glad if our Continental Committee" .might be 
Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 



ins'tructed to lay the difficulties we labour under forwarit 
of a Civil Constitution before that body, and that they en- 
deavour to obtaifLtheir voice in justification of this Province 
in establishing one. God give you all grace and wisdom 
to direct you in the important affairs of American liberty. 
I remain your and the publick's well wisher and humble 
servant, Ephraim Doolittle. . 

To the Honourable Johti Hancock, President of the 
Honourable Provincial Congress of Massachusetts. 

--■... T „- : -Trankfort, March, 1775. 

To the Right Honourable John Wilkes^ Lord Mayor of ■ 
the City of London, at the Mansion House: 
Mr Lord: I am not informed of any person who has 
business with some merchants 'in Maryland or Pennsylva- 
nia. I read the London Chronicle, but I do not find out 
any direction; therefore I think it very excusable for a 
stranger to take the liberty to address these lines to you, 
as the Chief Magistrate. of all the ^ntish Dominions, espe- " 
cially as it gives" me at the. same time the opportunity to 
pay you my respects, and to tell you_ that I admired and 
defended in our Germany, (where slavery prevails,) always 
your spirit and intrepidity towards bad Ministers, being a 
great lover and well wisher of true ~Englfsh liberty, I live 
in a great City of Germany. Some_ weeks ago a printer 
came to me ; and showed me_ two Bank-notes,* (not know- 
ing the language nor the ..contents,) which two foreigners 
brought to "him j to reprint them exactly ; I found the one 
to be a Bank-note, of Annapolis, in Maryland, and the 
other of Pennsylvania^ of Fifty and.pf Five Shillings, both 
of 1774. I was surprised, and "told the printer Tie should 
not at all meddle with the rascals wb.o brought him these 
papers. Afterwards I heard that they have been at, two 
engravers, to get two others counterfeited, and they refused 
likewise. But I don't doubt tfiey will find out in another 
Town some ignorant or jiungry en graver or "printer. I beg 
your Lordship to communicate these contents of njy letter 
to the publick, in' the London Chronicle, to prevent any 
m ischief and imposition on the "honest Americans, vexed 
not only by taxes, but also by! bad Bank-notes. It will 
give me great pleasure tp read jn_ this paper my notice to 
frustrate the designs of these impostors. 
-I have the honour to be, with. the greatest respect, my 
Lord, your most humble and obedient servant, 

Britannophilus. 

The above is a true copy of an original letter, delivered 
to me by the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don. - : * Arthur Lee. 

London, March 22, 1775.' '"" '..'."' ^''Z'.--Jl' ■'■".'''[' ^ .'■ 

PRIVATE "NEGOTIATIONS "OF DR. FRA^KLTn IN* LONDON, . 
RELATED IN A LETTER TO" HIS' SOTSt; DA'tED AT SEA, 

• march 22, 1775. "' -• ■ "--";" 1^5- *" ' 

On board the PennsylvaniaTacTiet, Captain Osborne, ) ' 
. . bound to. Philadelphia, March, 22, 17757 1 ' $ 

Dear Son: Having now a little^ leisure, for .writing, I 
will endeavour, as I promised you, to lecollect what par- 
ticulars I can of the negotiations 1 have lately been con- 
cerned in, with regard to the misunderstandings between 
Great Britain and America. ' "~ "" 

.During the recess of the last Pailiament, which had 
passed the severe Acts against the Province of Massachu- 
setts Bay, the minority having been sensible oT their weak- 
ness as an effect of their want of union among themselves, 
began to think seriously of a coalition- For they^saw in 
the violence of these American measures, if persisted in, a 
hazard of dismembering, weakening, and perhaps ruining 
the British Empire; This inclined some of them to pro- 
pose such an union with each .other, as might be more 
respectable in the ensuing session, have more weight in 
opposition, and be a body out of which, a new_Ministry 
might easily be formed, should the ill success of the late 
measures, and the firmness of the Colonies in resisting 
them, make a change appear necessary to the' King. 

I took some pains to promote this disposition, in conver- 
sation with several of the principal arnongthe minority of^ 
both Houses, whom I besought and conjured most earnest- 
ly not to suffer, by their little misunderstandings, so glori- 
■ - * Meaning our bills of credit. 

t"2 
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ous a fabrick as the present British Empire to be demol- 
ished by these blunderers; and for their encouragement 
assured them, as far as my opinions could give any assur- 
ance, of the firmness and unanimity of America, the con- 
tinuance of which was what they had frequent doubts of, 
and appeared extremely apprehensive and anxious con- 
cerning' it. 

From the time of the affront given me at the Council 
Board in January, 1774, 1 had never attended the levee of 
any Minister. I made no justification of myself from the 
charges brought "against me ; I made no return of the injury 
by abusing my adversaries, but held a cool sullen silence, 
. reserving myself to some future opportunity; for which 
conduct .I_had_ several reasons, not necessary here to spe- 
cify. Now and then I heard it said, that the reasonable 
part of the Administration was ashamed of the treatment 
they had given me. I suspected that some who told me 
this, did it to draw from me my sentiments concerning it, 
and perhaps my purposes; but I said little or nothing upon 
the subject. In the mean time, their measures with regard 
to New-England failing of the success that had been con- 
fidently expected, and finding themselves more and more 
embarrassed, they began (as it seems) to think of making 
use of me, if they could, to assist in disengaging them. 
But it was loo """humiliating to think of applying to me 
openly and directly, and therefore it was contrived to ob- 
tain what they could of my sentiments through others. _ 

The accounts from America, during the recess, all mani- 
fested tliai the measures of Administration had neither 
divided por jnti.mid.ated the people there ; that, on the 
contrary, ihey were more .and more united and determined, 
and thaTa. JNon-Importation Agreement was likely to take 
place. __T_he__Rlinislry thence apprehending" that this, by 
distressing the trading and manufacturing Towns, might in- 
fluenqe^Tptes against the Court in the elections for a new 
Parliament, (which were in course to .come pn the succeed- 
ing year,) suddenly and unexpectedly dissolved the old 
one, and ordered, the choice of a new one within the short- 
est time admitted by law, before the inconveniences of that 
agreement could begin to be felt, or produce any such 
effect. _ _■_ . . -.- 

When I came to, England in 1757, yon may remember 
I made several attempts to be introduced to Lord Chat- 
ham, (at that time first Minister,) on account of my Penn- 
sylvania business*, but without success. He was then too 
great a man, or too mtich occupied in affairs of greater 
moment. I was therefore obliged to content myself with 
a kind o.f non^apparent and unacknowledged communica- 
tion through Mr. Potter and Mr, Wood, his Secretaries," 
who seemed to cultivate, an acquaintance with me by their 
civilities, "and drew from me what information 1 could give 
relative tp the American war, with my sentiments occasion- 
ally on measures, that were proposed or advised by others, 
which gave me the opportunity of recommending and en- 
forcing the utility of conquering 'Canada. I afterwards 
considered "Mr, Pitt as an inaccessible ; I admired him at a 
distance,^and made no more attempts for a nearer acquaint- 
ance. - 1 had only once or twice the satisfaction of hearing, 
through Lord Shejburne, and I think \^o\A Stanhope, that 
he did me , the honour, of mentioning me sometimes as a 
p'erso.ir of respectable character. 

But towards the end of August last, returning from 
BrightheJmsione, I called to visit my friend, Mr. Sargent, 
at his sealj Hahicd, in Kent, agreeably to a former engage- 
rilenrV 1 " He-let me know that he had promised to conduct 
me to Lord , Stanhope's, at Chevening, who expected I 
'\Vould,caII.on. him. when I came into that neighbourhood. 
We accordingly wafted on Lbrd Stanhope that evening, 
who told pie that Lord Chatham desirecT to see me, and 
that Mr. Sargent's, house, where I was to lodge, being in 
the way, he would call Top me there the next morning, and 
carry rrie'to Hayes. This was done accordingly. That 
truly great man received m.e with abundance of civility, 
inquired particularly into the situation of affairs in Ame- 
rica, spoke feelingly of the severity of the late laws against 
the Massachusetts, gave me some account.of his speech in 
opposing them, and expressed great regard and esteem for 
v the people of that Country, who he hoped would continue 
firm and. united in defending, by all peaceable and legal 
means, their constitutional rights. I assured him that I 
made no doubt they would do so; which he said he was 



pleased to hear from me, as he was sensible! must be well 
acquainted with them. I then took occasion to remark to 
him, that in former cases great Empires had crumbled first 
at their extremities, from this cause ; that Countries remote 
From the seat and eye of Government, which therefore 
could not well understand their affairs, for want of full and 
true information, had never been well governed, but had 
been oppressed by bad Governours, on presumption that 
complaint was difficult to be made and supported against 
them at, such a distance ; hence such Governours had been 
encouraged to go on^ till their oppressions became intoler- 
able. But that this Empire had happily found, and long 
been.in the practice of a method, whereby every Province 
was well governed, being trusted in a great measure with 
the government of itself; that hence .had risen such satis- 
faction in the subjects, and such encouragement to new 
settlements, that had it not been for theJate wrong poli- 
ticks, (which would have Parliament to be omnipotent, 
though it ought not to be, unless it could at the same time, 
be omniscient,) we might have gone on extending our 
western Empire, adding Province to Province, as far as the 
South Sea. That I lamented the ruin which seemed im- 
pending over so fine a plan, so well adapted to make all the 
subjects of the greatest Empire happy 5 and I hoped, that 
if his Lordship, with the other great arid wise nien of the 
British Nation, would unite and exert themselves, it might 
yet be rescued out of the mangling hands of the present set 
of blundering Ministers; and that the union, and harmony 
between Britain and her Colonies, so necessary to the 
welfare of both, might be restored. He replied, with great 
politeness, that my idea of extending our Empire in that 
manner was a sound one, worthy of a great, benevolent, 
and comprehensive mind ; he wished with me for a good 
understanding among the different parts of the Opposition 
here, as a means of restoring the ancient harmony of the 
two Countries, which he most earnestly desired ; but he 
spoke of the coalition of our domeslick parties as attended 
with difficulty, and rather to be desired than expected. 
He mentioned an opinion prevailing here, that America 
aimed at setting up for itself as an independent State, or at 
least to get rid of the Navigation Acts, I assured him that, 
having more than once travelled almost from one end of 
the Continent to the other, and kept a great variety of 
company, eating, drinking, and conversing with them free- 
ly, I never had heard in any conversation from any person, 
drunk or sober, the least expression of a wish for a separa- 
tion, or a hint that such a thing would be advantageous to 
America ; and as to the Navigation Act, the main material 
part of it, that of carrying on trade in British or Plantation 
bottoms, excluding foreign Ships from our Ports, and navi- 
gating with three quarters British seaman, was as accept- 
able to us as it could be to Britain. That we were even 
not against regulations of the general Commerce by Parlia- 
ment, provided such regulations were bona fide for the 
benefit of the whole Empire, not for the small advantage of 
one part to the great injury of another, such as the obliging 
our Ships to call in England with our wine and fruit from 
Portugal or Spain; the restraints on our Manufactures, in 
"the woollen and hat-making branches, the prohibiting of 
slitting-mills, steel-works, &lc. He allowed that some 
amendment might be made in those Acts; but said those 
relating to the slitting-mills, trip-hammers, and steel-works, 
Were agreed to by our agents in a compromise on the oppo- 
sition made. here to abating the duty. 

..In fine, he. expressed much satisfaction in my having 
called upon him, and particularly in the assurances I had 
given him that America "did no.t aim at independence, 
adding that he should be glad to see me again as often as 
might be. I said I should, not fail to avail rnyself of the 
permission he was pleased to give me, of waiting upon his 
Lordship occasionally, being very sensible of the honour, 
and of the great advantages and improvement I. should reap 
from his instructive conversation, which indeed was not a 
mere compliment. , ..■'■■ 

The new Parliament, was to meet The 29th of November, 
1774. About the beginning of that month, being at the 
Royal Society, Mr. Raper, one of our members, told me 
there was a certain lady who had a desire of playing with 
me at chess, fancying she could beat me,~and had request- 
ed him tp bring me to her; it was, he said, a lady with 
whose acquaintance he was sure I should be pleased, a 
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sister of Lord Howe's, and he hoped I would not refuse 
"the challenge. I said I had been long out of practice, but 
would wait upon the lady when he and she should think fit. 
He told me where her house was, and would have me call 
soon, and without further introduction, which I undertook 
to do ; but thinking it a little awkward," I postponed it ; 
and on the 30th, meeting him again at the feast of the 
Society election, being the day after the Parliament met, 
he put me in mind of my promise, and that I had not kept 
it, and would - have me name a day, when, he said, he 
would call for me and conduct me. I named the Friday 
following. He called accordingly ; I went with him, play- 
ed a few games with the lady, whom I found of very sensi- 
ble conversation and pleasing behaviour, which induced me' 
to agree most readily to an appointment for another meet- 
ing a kw days afterwards, though Iliad not the least appre- 
hension that any political business could have any connex- 
ion with this new acquaintance. 

On the Thursday preceding this chess party Mr. David 
Barclay called on rne, to have some discourse concerning 
the meeting of merchants to petition Parliament. When 
that was over, he spoke of the dangerous situation of Ame- 
rican affairs, the hazard that a civil war might be brought 
on by the present measures, and the great merit that per- 
son would .have 'who. could contrive some means of pre- 
venting so terrible a calamity, and bring about a reconcilia- 
tion. He was then pleased to add, that he was persuaded, 
from my knowledge of both Countries, my character and 
influence in one of them, and my abilities in business, no 
man had it so much in his power as myself. I naturally 
answered, that I should be very happy if I could in any 
degree be instrumental in so good a work, but that I saw 
no prospect of it ; for though I was sure the Americans 
were always willing and ready to agree, upon any equita- 
ble terms, yet I thought an accommodation impracticable, 
unless both sides wished it ; and by what I could judge 
from the proceedings of the .Ministry, I did not believe 
they had^the least disposition towards it ; that they rather 
wished to provoke the North American people into an 
open rebellion/ which might justify a military execution, 
and thereby gratify a grounded malice which I conceived to 
exist here against the Whigs and dissenters of that Coun- 
try. Mr. Barclay apprehended I judged too hardly of the 
Ministers ; he was persuaded they were not all of that tem- 
per, and he fancied they would be very glad to get out of 
their present embarrassment on any terms, only saving the 
honour and dignity of Government. He wished, therefore, 
that I would think of the matter, and he would call again, 
and converse with me further upon it. I said I would do 
so, as he requested it, but I had no opinion of its answering 
any purpose. We parted upon this. But two days after 
I received a letter from him, enclosed in a note from Dr. 
Fothergill, both which follow. 

Youngsbury, near Ware, 3d 12 mo. 1774. 

Esteemed Friend: After we parted on Thursday last, 
I accidentally met our mutual friend Doctor Fothergill, in 
my 'way home, and intimated to him the subject of our 
discourse ; in consequence of which, I received from him an 
invitation to a further conference on this momentous affair, 
and I intend to be in Town to-morrow accordingly, to meet 
at his house. between four and five o'clock; and we unite 
in the request of thy company. We are neither of us 
insensible, that..tbe affair is of that magnitude as should 
almost deter private persons from meddling with it ; at the 
same time we are respectively such well-wishers to the 
cause, that nothing in our power ought to be left undone, 
though the utmost of our efforts may be unavailable. I 
am thy respectful friend, David Barclay. 

Doctor Franklin, Craven Street, 

Doctor Fothergill presents his respects to Doctor 
Franklin, and hopes for the favour of liis company in 
Harper Street to-morrow evening, to meet their mutual 
friend David Barclay, to confer on American affairs. As 
near five o'clock as may be convenient. 

Harper Street, T5tf inst. 

The time, thus .appointed was the evening of the day on 
which I was to have my second chess party with the agree- 
able Mrs. Hove, whomlmet accordingly. After playing 
as long as we liked, we. fell into a little chat, partly on a 



mathematical problem,* and partly about the new Parlia- 
ment then just met, when she said, "And what is to be 
done with this dispute between Great Britain and the 
Colonies ? I hope we are not to have a Civil War." 
They should kiss and be friends, said I ; what can they do 
better ? Quarrelling can ' be of service to neither, but is 
ruin to both. "I have often said," replied she, " that I 
wished Government would employ you to settle the dis- 
pute for them ; I am sure nobody could do it so well. Do 
not you think that the thing is practicable ?" Undoubtedly, 
madam, if the parties are disposed to reconciliation ; for 
the two Countries have really no clashing interests to differ 
about. It is rather a matter of punctilio, which two or 
three reasonable people might settle in half an hour. I 
thank you for the good opinion you are pleased to express 
of rne ; but the Ministers will neyer think of employing 
me in that good work; they choose rather to abuse me. 
" Aye," said she, "they have behaved shamefully to you. 
And indeed some of them are now ashamed of it them- 
selves." I looked upon this as accidental conversation, 
thought no more of it, and went in the evening to the 
appointed meeting at Doctor FothergiWs, where I found 
Mr.. Barclay with him. 

The Doctor expatiated feelingly on the mischiefs likely 
to ensue from the present difference, the necessity of ac- 
commodating it, and the great merit of being instrumental 
in so good a work ; concluding with some compliments to 
me ; that nobody understood the subject so thoroughly, 
and had a better head^ for business of the kind ; that it 
seemed therefore a duty incumbent on me, to do every thing 
I could to accomplish a reconciliation ; and that as he had 
with pleasure heard from David Barclay, that I had pro- 
mised to think of it, he hoped I had put pen to paper, and 
formed some plan for consideration, and brought it with me, 
I answered, that I had formed no plan ; as the more I 
thought of the proceedings against the Colonies, the more 
satisfied I was that there did not exist the least disposition 
in the Ministry to "an accommodation; that therefore all 
plans must be useless. He said, I might be mistaken ; that 
whatever was the violence of some, he had, reason, good 
reason, to believe others were differently disposed ; and 
that if I would draw a plan which we three upon consider- 
ing should judge reasonable, it might be made use of, and 
answer some good purpose, since he believed that either 
himself or David Barclay could get it communicated to 
some of the most moderate among the Ministers, who 
would consider it with attention : and what appeared rea- 
sonable to us, two of us being Englishmen, might appear 
so to them. . As they both urged this with great earnest- 
ness, and when I mentioned the impropriety of my doing 
any thing of the kind at the time we were in daily expect- 
ation of hearing from the Congress, who undoubtedly^ 
would be explicit on the means of restoring a good under- 
standing, they seemed impatient, alleging that it was uncer- 
tain when we should receive the result of the. Congress, 
and what it would be; that the least delay might.be dan- 
gerous; that additional punishments for Neiv-England 
were in contemplation, and accidents might widen the 
breach, and make it irreparable; therefore", something pre- 
ventive coujd.not be too so'on thought of and applied. I 
was, therefore, finally prevailed with to' promise doing what 
they desired, and to. meet them again on Tuesday evening 
at the same place, and bring with me_ something for their 
consideration.. , "... 

Accordingly, at the time, I met with them, and produced 
the following paper : 

Hints for Conversation upon the subject of terms that 
might probably produce a durable Union between Bri- 
tain and, the Colonies. _ ^i~;i 

1. The Tea destroyed. to be paid for. 

2. The Tea-duty Act to be repealed, and all the duties 
that have been received upon it to be repaid into the trea- 
suries of the several Provinces from which they have been 
collected. 

3. The Acts of Navigation to be all re-enacted in the 
Colonies. ,.,.'■ 

4. A Naval Officer appointed by the Crown to reside in 
each Colony, to see that those Acts are observed. 

* This lady (which is a little umisual.in ladies) has a good deal of 
mathematical knowledge. "- " ■ [Note of Dr. Franklin.] 
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5. All the Acts restraining Manufactures in the Colo- 
nies, to be repealed. 
" 6. All Duties arising on the Acts for regulating Trade 

----- O — O a 

with the Colonies, to be for the publick use of the respect- 
ive Colonies, and paid into their Treasuries. The Collec- 
tors and CusjprnrHouse Officers to be appointed by each 
Governour, ancTnot "sent from England. - ■ x - 

7. In consideration of the Americans maintaining their 
own Peace Establishment, and the monopoly Britain is to 
have of their Commerce, no requisition to be made from 
them in time of peace. 

8. No Troops to enter and quarter in any Colony, but 
.with the consent of its Legislature. 

9. In time of war, on requisition made by the King, 
with the consent of Parliament, every Colony shall .raise 
money by the following rules or proportions, viz : If Bri- 
tain, on account, of the war, raises Three Shillings in the 
Pound to its Land Tax, then the Colonies to add to their 
last general Provincial Peace Tax a sum equal to one- 
fourth thereof; and if Britain on the same account pays 
Four Shillings in the Pound, then the Colonies to add to 
their said last Peace Tax a sum equal to half thereof ; 
which additional taxjs to be granted to His Majesty, and 
to be employed in raising and paying men for land or sea 
service, furnishing provisions, transports, or for such other 
purposes as the King shall require and direct : and though 
no Colony may contribute less, each may add as much by 
voluntary grant as they shall think proper," 

10. Castle William to be restored to the Province. of the 
Massachusetts-Bay, and no fortress built by the Crown in 
any Province, but with the consent of its Legislature. 

11. The late Massachusetts and Quebecjc Acts to be re- 
pealed, and_ a free Government granted to Canada. 

12. All Judges to be appointed during good behaviour, 
with equally permanent salaries, to be paid out of the 
Province revenues by appointment of the Assemblies : or, 
if the Judges are to be appointed during the pleasure of 
the Crown, let the salaries be during the pleasure of the 
Assemblies, as heretofore, 

13. Governours to be supported _by the Assemblies of 
each Province. 

14. If Britain^wW] give up its monopoly of the Ameri- 
can Commerce, then the aid above-mentioned to be given 
by America in time of peace, as well as in time of war. 

15. The _ extension of the Act of Henry VIII., con- 
cerning treasons, to the Colonies, to be formally disowned 
by Parliament. . . . 

16. The 'American Admiralty Courts reduced to the 
same poweTS they have in England, and the Acts estab- 
lishing them to be re-enacted in America. 

17. All powers of internal legislation in the Colonies to 
be disclaimed by Parliament. 

In reading this paper a second time, I gave my reasons 
at length for "each - article.. 

On thaTfirst I observed, that when the injury was done, 
Britain tiacT a fright to reparation, and would certainly have 
had it on demand, as was the/case when injury was done 
by mobs'iri the time of the Stamp Act: or she might have 
a' right to return ah equal injury, if she rather chose to do 
that; but she could not have a right both to reparation and 
to return 'arT' equal Injury, much less had she a right to 
return the^ injury ten or twenty fold, as she had done by 
blocking up the Port of Boston : all which extra injury 
ought, in rtfy judgment, to be repaired by Britain : that 
therefore if paying for the Tea was agreed to by me, as an 
article fit. to be_ proposed, it was merely from a desire of 
peace, abet In" compliance with their opinion expressed at 
our first meeting, that this was a" sine qua no'n, that the 
dignity of Britain required, it, and that if this were agreed 
to, every thing else would be. easy: this reasoning was 
allowed to be just; but still the article was thought neces- 
sary to stand as it did. 

On the second, That the Act should be repealed, as 
having never answered any good purpose, as having been 
the cause of the present mischief, and never likely to be 
executed. That the Act being considered as unconstitutional 
by the Americans, and what the Parliament had no right 
to make, they must consider all the money extorted by it 
as so much, wrongfully taken, and of which therefore 
restitution" ought to be made ; and the rather as it would 



furnish a fund, ouj of which the payment for the Tea 
destroyed might best be defrayed. The gentlemen were 
of opinion, that the first part of this article, viz : the 
repeal, might be obtained, but not the refunding part, and 
therefore advised striking that out : but as I thought it just 
and right, I insisted on its standing. 

On the third and fourth articles I observed, we were 
frequently charged with views of abolishing the Navigation 
Act. That, in truth, those parts of it which were of most 
importance to Britain, as tending to increase its Naval 
strength, viz : those restraining the Trade, to be carried on 
only in Ships belonging to British subjects, navigated by 
at least three quarters British or Colony seamen, &c., 
were as acceptable to us as they could be to Britain, since 
we wished to employ our own Ships in preference to for- 
eigners, and had no desire to see foreign Ships enter our 
ports. That indeed the obliging us to land_some of our 
commodities in England before we could carry them to 
foreign markets, and forbidding our importation of some 
Goods directly from foreign Countries, we thought a hard- 
ship, and a greater loss to us than gain to Britain, and 
therefore proper to be repealed : but as Britain had deemed 
it. an equivalent for her protection, we had never applied 
or proposed to apply for such repeal ; and if they must be 
continued, I thought it best (since the power _of Parlia- 
ment to make them was now disputed) that they should 
bq re-enacted in all the Colonies, which would demonstrate 
their consent to them: and then if, as in the sixth article, 
all the duties arising on them were to be collected by offi- 
cers appointed and salaried in the respective Governments, 
and the produce paid into their treasuries, I was sure the 
Acts would be better and more faithfully executed, and at 
much . less expense, and one great source of misunder- 
standing removed between the. two Countries, viz : the 
calumnies of low officers appointed from home, who were 
for ever abusing the people of the Country to Government, 
to magnify their own zeal, and recommend themselves 
to promotion. That the extension of the admiralty juris- 
diction, so much complained of, would then no longer be 
necessary; and that besides its being the interest of the 
Colonies to execute those Acts, which is thebest security, 
Government might be satisfied of its being done, from 
accounts to be sent home by the Naval Officers of the 
fourth article. The gentlemen w T ere satisfied with these 
reasons, and approved the third and fourth articles ; so 
they were to stand. 

The fifth they apprehended would meet with difficulty. 
They said, that restraining manufactures in the Colonies 
was a favourite idea here ; and therefore they wished that 
ar.ticle to be omitted, as the proposing it would alarm and 
hinder perhaps the considering and granting others of more 
importance : but as I insisted on the equity of allowing all 
subjects in every Country to make the most of their natural 
advantages, they desired I would at least alter the last word 
from repealed to reconsidered, which I complied with. 

fn maintaining the seventh article (which was at first 
objected to, on the principle that all under, the care of 
Government should pay towards the support of it,) my 
reasons were, that if every distinct part of the King's Do- 
minions supported its own Government in time of peace, 
it was all that could justly be required of it; that all the 
old or confederated Colonies had done so from their begin- 
ning; that their taxes for that purpose were very consider- 
able ;_ that new Countries had many publick expenses 
which old ones were free from, the works being done to 
their_hands by their ancestors, such as making roads and 
bridges, erecting churches, "court-houses, forts, quays, and 
other publick buildings, founding schools and places of 
education, hospitals and alms-houses, &c, &c. ; tnat the 
voluntary and the legal subscriptions arid taxes for such 
purposes, taken together, amounted to mare than was paid 
by equal estates in Britain. That it_ would be best for 
Britain, on two accounts, not to fake money from us as 
contribution to its publick expense, in time of peace ; first, 
for that just so much less would Be got from us In Com- 
merce, since all we could spare was already gained from 
us. by Britain in that way ; and secondly, that coming into 
the hands of British Ministers, accustomed to prodigality 
of publick money, it would be squandered and dissipated, 
answering ho good general purpose.'" That IF we jrere to 
be taxed towards the support of Government in Britain, 
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as Scotland has been since the union, we ought their to be 
allowed the same privileges in trade as she has been allowed. 
That if we are called upon to give to the sinking fund or 
the national debt, Ireland ought to be likewise called upon ; 
and both they and we, if we gave, ought to have some 
means— established of inquiring into the application, and 
securing a compliance with the terms on which we should 
grant. That British Ministers would perhaps not like our 
meddling with such matters; and that hence might arise 
new causes of misunderstanding. That upon the whole, 
therefore, I thought it best on all sides, that no aids shall 
he asked or expected from the Colonies in time of peace ; 
that it would then^be their interest to grant bountifully, 
and exert themselves vigorously in time of war, the. sooner 
to put an' end to it. That specie was not to be had to send 
to England in supplies, but the Colonies could cany on 
war with their own paper money : which would pay 
Troops, and for Provisions, Transports, Carriages, Cloth- 
ing, Anns, &c. '. So this seventh article, was at length 
agreed to,without further objection. 

The eighth the gentlemen were confident would never 
be granted. For the whole world would be of opinion that 
the King, who is to defend all parts of his Dominions, 
should have of course a right to place his Troops where 
they might best answer that purpose. I supported the 
article upon principles equally important in my opinion to 
Britain as to the. Colonies ; for that if the King could 
bring into one part of his Dominions, Troops raised in any 
other part of them, without the consent of the Legislatures 
of the part to which they were brought, he might bring 
Armies raised in. America, into England without consent 
of Parliament, which probably would not like it, as a few 
years since they had not liked the introduction of the Hes- 
si a ns and Hanoverians, though justified by the supposition 
of its being a time of danger. That if there should be at 
any time real occasion for British Troops in America, there 
was no doubt of obtaining the consent of the Assemblies 
there ; and I was so far from being willing to drop this arti- 
cle, that I thought I ought to add another, requiring all the 
present Troops to be withdrawn, before America could be 
expected to treat or agree upon any terms of accommoda- 
tion ; as what they should now do of that kind might be 
deemed the effect of compulsion, the appearance of which 
ought as much as possible to be avoided, since those rea- 
sonable things might be agreed to, where the parties seemed 
at least to act freely, which would be strongly refused under 
threats, or the semblance of force. That the withdrawing 
the Troops wgs therefore necessary to make any treaty 
durably binding on the part of the Americans, since proof 
of having acted under force, would invalidate any agree- 
ment : and it could be no wonder that we should insist on 
the Crown's having no right to bring a Standing Army 
among us in time of peace ; when we saw now before our 
eyes a striking instance of the ill use to be made of it, viz :" 
tp distress the King's subjects jn different parts of his Do- 
minions, one part after the other, into a submission to arbi- 
trary power, which vras the avowed design of the Array 
and Fleet now placed at Boston. Finding me obstinate, 
the gentlemen consented to let this stand, but did not seem 
quite to approve of it: they wished, they said, to have 
this paper or plan, that they might show as containing the 
sentiments' of considerate impartial persons, and such as 
they might as. Englishmen support, which they though 
could not well be the oase with this article, 

The ninth article was so drawn, in compliance with an 
idea of Dr. FotkergiWs, started at our first meeting, viz : 
that Government here would probably not be satisfied with 
the prornise of voluntary grants in time of war from the 
Assemblies, of which the quantity must be uncertain ; that 
therefore it would be. best to proportion them in someway 
to the Shillings in the Pound raised in England ; but how 
such proportion could be ascertained he was at a loss to 
contrive ; \ was desired to consider it. It had been said, 
toOj that Parliament was _ become jealous of the right 
claimed and heretofore used by the Crown, of raising 
money in the Colonies without Parliamentary consent ; and 
therefore, since we would not pay Parliamentary taxes, 
future requisitions must be made with consent of Parlia- 
ment, and not otherwise. I wondered, that the. Crown 
should be willing to give up that separate, right, but had no 
ob'ection to its limiting itself, if it thought proper : so 1 



drew the article accordingly, and contrived to proportion 
the aid by the tax of the last year of peace. And since 
it was thought that the method I should have liked best 
would never be agreed to, viz: a Continental Congress to , 
be called by the Crown, for answering requisitions and 
proportioning" aids ; I chose to leave room for voluntary 
additions by the separate Assemblies, that the Crown might 
have some motive for calling them together, and cultivating 
their good will, and they have some satisfaction in showing 
their loyalty and their zeal in the common cause, and an 
opportunity of manifesting their disapprobation of a war, if 
they did not think it a just one. This article, therefore, 
met with no objection from them ; and I had another rea- 
son for liking it, viz : that the view of the proportion to be 
given in time of war, might make us the more frugal in 
time of peace. 

For the tenth article, 1 urged the injustice of seizing ' 
that Fortress, (which had been built at an immense charge 
by the Province, for the defence of their Port against Na- 
tional enemies,) and turning it InTo a citadel for awing the 
Town, restraining their Trade, blocking up their Port, and 
depriving them of their privileges : that a great deal had 
been said of their injustice in destroying the Tea ; but here 
was a much greater injustice uncompensated, that Castle 
having cost the Province Three Hundred Thousand 
Pounds: and that such a use macfe of a Fortress they 
had built, would not only effectually discourage every 
Colony from ever building another, and thereby leave 
them more exposed to foreign enemies, but was a good 
reason for their insisting that the Crown .should never erect 
any hereafter in their limits without the consent of the Le- 
gislature : the gentlemen had not niuch to say against this 
article ; but thought it would hardly he admitted. 

The eleventh article it was thought would be strongly 
objected to ; that it would be urged the old Colonists could 
have nothing to do with the affairs, of Canada, whatever 
we had with those of the Massachusetts ; that it would be 
considered as an officious meddling merely to -disturb Go- 
vernment; and that some even of the. Massachusetts Acts 
were thought by Administration to be„ Improvements of 
that Government, viz : those altering the appointment of 
Counsellors, the choice of Jurymen, and the forbidding of 
Town-meetings. I replied, that we having assisted in the 
conquest of Canada, at a great expense of blood and trea- 
sure, had some right to be considered in the. settlement of 
it: that the establishing an arbitrary Government on the 
back of our settlements might be dangerous to us all ; and 
that loving liberty ourselves, we wished it to be extended 
among mankind, and to have no foundation for future 
slavery laid in America. That as to amending the Massa- 
chusetts Government, though it might be shown that every 
one of these, pretended amendments were real mischiefs, 
yet that Charters being compacts between two parties, the 
King and the People, no alteration could be made in them, 
even for the better, but by the consent of both, parties. 
That the Parliament's claim and exercise^ of a power to 
alter our Charters, which had always been deemed inviola- 
ble but for forfeiture, and to alter laws made in pursuance 
of these Charters which had received the Royal approba- 
tion, and thenceforth deemed fixed ami unchangeable but 
by the powers that made them, had rendered all our Con- 
stitutions uncertain, and set us quite afloat ":' that as by 
claiming aright to tax us ad libitum, they deprived us of 
all property, so by this" claim of altering our Laws and 
Charters at will, they deprived .us of all privilege and right 
whatever, but what we should hold at thejr pleasure : that 
this was a situation \ve could not be in, and must risk 
life and every thing rather than submit to it. So this 
article remained, s-sL:, 

The twelfth article I explainetf,*by acquainting the gen- 
tlemen with the former situation of the Judges in most 
Colonies, viz: that_ they were .appointed by the Crown, 
and pajd by the Assemblies: that the appointment being 
during the pleasure of the Crown, the salary had been 
during the pleasure of the Assembly : that when it has 
been urged against the .Assemblies, that their making 
Judges dependant on them for their salaries, was aiming 
at an undue influence over the Courts of Justice, the As- 
semblies usually replied, that malting them dependant on 
the Crown for continuance in thejr places, was also retain- 
ing an undue influence over those ."Courts ; and that one 
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undue influence was a proper balance for the other; but 
that whenever the Crown would consent to Acts making 
the Judges during good behaviour, the Assemblies would 
at the same „tim,e grant their salaries to be permanent 
during their continuance in office. This the Crown has, 
however, constantly refused : and this equitable offer is now 
again here proposed ; the Colonies not being able to con- 
ceive why their Judges should not be rendered as inde- 
pendent as those in England: that, on the contrary, the 
Crown now claimed to make the Judges in the Colonies 
dependant on its favour for both place and salary, both to 
be continued at its pleasure: this the Colonies must oppose 
as inequitable, as putting both the weights into one of the 
scales of justice r if, therefore, the Crown does not choose 
to commission : trie Judges during good behaviour, with 
equally permanent salaries, the alternative proposed, that 
the salaries continue to be paid during the pleasure of the 
Assemblies as. heretofore. . The gentlemen allowed this 
article to be reasonable. 

The thirteenth w:as objected to, as nothing was generally 
thought more reasonable here, than that the King should 
pay his own! Govemour, in order to render him independ- 
ent of the people, who otherwise might aim at influencing 
him against his duty, by occasionally withholding his salary. 
To this I answered, that Governours sent to the Colonies 
were often njen of no estate or principle, who came merely 
to make fortunes, and had no natural regard for the Coun- 
try they were to govern: that to make them quite inde- 
pendent of the people, was to make them careless of their 
conduct, whether it .was beneficial or mischievous to the 
publick, and_giving a loose to their rapacious and oppres- 
sive dispositions : that the influence supposed could never 
extend to operate any thing prejudicial to the King's ser- 
vice, or the Interest of Britain: since the Govemour. was 
bound by a set of particular instructions, which he had 
given surety to observe; and allthe laws he assented to 
were subject to be repealed by the Crown if found im- 
proper: that ihe payment of the salaries by the people 
was more satisfactory to them, as it was productive of a 
good understanding, and mutual good offices between Go- 
vernour and governed, and therefore the innovation Lately 
made in that respect at Boston and New -York had in my 
opinion belter be laid aside. So this article was suffered 
to remain. 

But the fourteenth was thought totally inadmissible. 
The monopoly of the American Commerce could never 
be given up, and the proposing it would only give offence 
without answering any good purpose. I was therefore pre- 
vailed on to strike it wholly out. 

The fifteenth was readily agreed to. 

The sixteenth it was thought would be of little conse- 
quence, if the duties were given to the Colony Treasuries. 

The seventeenth it was thought could hardly be obtain- 
ed, but might be tried. 

Thus jbaving - gone through the whole, I was desired to 
make a fair copy for Dr. FothergiU, who now informed us, 
that having~an opportunity of seeing daily Lord Dartmouth, 
of whose good disposition he had a high opinion, he would 
communicate the paper to him, as the sentiments of con- 
siderate persons who wished the welfare of both Coun- 
tries. Suppose, said Mr. Barclay, I were to show this 
paper to Lord Hyde; would there be any thing amiss in 
so doing ? He is a very knowing man, and_though not in 
the Ministry, properly speaking, he is a good deal attended 
to by them. 1 have some acquaintance with him ; we con- 
verse freely sometimes, and perhaps if he and I were to 
talk these articles over, I should communicate to him our 
conversation upon them some good might arise out of it. 
Dr. FothergiU had no objection ; and I said I could have 
none. 1 knew Lord Hyde a little, and bad an esteem for 
him. I had drawn the paper at their request, and it was 
now theirs to do with it what they pleased. Mr. Bar- 
clay then proposed, that I should send the fair copy to 
him, which, after making one for Dr. FothergiU and one 
for himself, he would return to me. Another question then 
arose, whether I had any objection to their mentioning that 
I had been consulted ? I said, none that related to myself; 
but it was my opinion, if they wished any attention paid to 
the propositions, it would be better not to mention me; the 
Ministry having, ^as I conceived, a prejudice against me 
and every thing "that came from me. They said on that 



consideration it might be best not to mention me, and so it 
was concluded. For my own part, I kept this whole pro- 
ceeding a profound secret ; but I soon after discovered 
that it had taken air by some means or other. 

Being much interrupted the day following, I did "not 
copy and send the paper. The next morning I received 
a note from Mr. Barclay, pressing to have it before twelve 
o'clock. I accordingly sent it to him. Three days after I 
received the following note from him : 

D. Barclay presents his respects, and acquaints Dr. 
Franklin, that being informed a pamphlet, entitled " A 
Friendly Address," has been dispersed to the disadvantage 
of America, (in particular by the Dean of Norwich,) he 
desires Dr. FranMin will peruse the enclosed, just come 
to hand from America ; and if he approves of it, republish 
it, as D. Barclay wishes something might be properly 
spread at Norwich. D. Barclay Saw to-day a person with 
whom he had been yesterday, (before he called on Dr. 
FranMin,') aricThad the satisfaction of walking part of the 
way with him to another noble person's house, to meet on 
the business, and he told him, that he could say, that he 
saw some light. 

Cheapside, 11th instant. •• 

The person so met and accompanied by Mr. Barclay, I 
understood to be Lord Hyde, going either to Lord Dart- 
mouth's or Lord North's, I knew not which. 

In the following Week arrived the proceedings of the 
Congress, whjch had been long and anxiously expected, 
both by the friends and adversaries of America. 

The Petition of Congress to the King was enclosed to 
me, and accompanied by the following letter from their 
President, addressed to the American Agents in London, 
as follows :* ■ ' 

The first impression made by the proceedings of the 
American Congress on people in general, was greatly in 
our favour. Administration seemed to be staggered, were 
impatient to know whether the Petition mentioned in the 
proceedings was come to my hands', and took roundabout 
methods of obtaining that information, by getting a minis- 
terial merchant, a known intimate of the Solicitor-Gene- 
ral, to write roe a letter, importing that he heard I had 
received such a petition, that I was to be attended in pre- 
senting it by the merchants, and begging to know the time, 
that he might attend " on so important an occasion, and 
give his testimony to so good a work." Before these pro- 
ceedings arrived, it had been given out, that no Petition 
from the Congress cpuld be received, as they were an ille- 
gal body ; but the Secretary of State, after a day's perusal, 
(during which a Council w 7 as held.) told us it was a decent 
and proper Petition, and cheerfully undertook to present it 
to His Majesty, who, he afterwards assured us, was pleased 
to receive it very graciously, and to promise to lay it, as 
soon a_s. they met, before his two Houses of Parliament ; 
and we had reason to believe that at that time the Petition 
was intended to be made the foundation of some change 
of measures ; but that purpose, if such there was, did not 
long continue. ^> 

About this time I received a letter from .Mr. Barclay, 
then at Norwich, dated December 18th, expressing his 
opinion, that it might be best to postpone taking any 
further steps in the affair of procuring a meeting and pe- 
tition of the Merchants, (on which we had had several 
consultations,) till after the holidays, thereby to give the 
proceedings of Congress more time to work upon men's 
minds, adding, "I likewise consider that .our superiours 
will have some little time for reflection, and perhaps may 
contemplate on the propriety of the Hints, in their posses- 
sion. By a few lines I have received from Lord Hyde, he 
intimates his hearty wish that they may be productive of 
what may be practicable and advantageous for the Mother 
Country and the Colonies," On the 22d, Mr. Barclay 
was come to Town, when I dined with him, and learned 
that Lord Hyde thought the propositions too hard. 

On the ,24th I received the following note from a con. 
siderable merchant in the City, viz : 

Mr. William Neate presents his most respectful com- 
pliments to Dr. FranMin, and as a report prevailed yester- 
day evening, that all the disputes between Great Britain 
and the American Colonies were, through his application 
- « See Vol. I. Fol. 929, and Fol. 934. 
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and influence with Lord North, amicably settled, conform- 
able to the wish and desire of the late Congress, W. A. 
desires the favour of Dr. Franklin to inform him by a line, 
per the bearer, whether there is any credit to be given to 
the report ? 

St. Mary Hill, 24th December, 1774. 

My answer was to this effect, that I should be very 
happy to beable to inform him that the report he had heard 
had some truth in it; but I could only assure him that I 
knew nothing of the matter. Such reports, however, 
were confidently circulated, and had some effect in recover- 
ing the Stocks, which had fallen three or four per cent. 

On Christmas day, visiting Mrs. Howe, she told me as 
soon as I went in, that her brother, Lord Howe, wished to 
be acquainted with me ; that he was a very good man, and 
she was sure we should like each other. I said, I had 
always heard a good character of Lord Howe, and should 
be proud of the honour of being known to him. He is 
just by, said she; will you give me leave to send for him? 
By all means, madam, if you think proper. She rang for 
a servant, wrote a note, and Lord Howe came in a lew 
minutes. 

After some extremely polite compliments as to the gen- 
eral motives for his desiring an acquaintance with me, he 
said he had a particular one at this time, which w-as the 
alarming situation of our affairs with America, which no one, 
he was persuaded, understood better than myself; that it 
was the opinion of some friends of his, that no man could 
do more towards reconciling our differences than I could, 
if I would undertake it ; that he was sensible I. had been 
very ill treated by the Ministry, but he hoped that would 
not be considered by me in the present case; that he him- 
self, though, not in opposition, had much disapproved of 
their conduct towards me ; that some of them, he was 
sure, were ashamed of it, and sorry it had happened : 
which he supposed must be sufficient to abate resentment 
in a great and generous mind ; that if he were himself in 
Administration, he should be ready to make me ample 
satisfaction, which he was persuaded would one day or 
other be done ; that he was unconnected with the Ministry, 
except by some personal friendships, wished well however 
to Government, was anxious for the general welfare of the 
whole Empire, and had a particular regard for New- Eng- 
land, which had shown a very endearing respect to his 
family ; that he was merely an independent Member of 
Parliament, desirous of doing what good he could, agree- 
ably to his duly in that station ; that he therefore had wished 
for an opportunity of obtaining my sentiments on the means 
of reconciling our differences, which he saw must be at- 
tended with the most mischievous consequences, if not 
speedily accommodated ; that he hoped his zeal for the 
publick welfare would, with me, excuse the impertinence 
of a mere stranger, who could have otherwise no reason to 
expect, or right to request me to open my mind to him 
upon these topicks ; but he did conceive, that if I would 
indulge him with my ideas of the means proper to bring 
about a reconciliation, "it might be of some use; that per- 
haps I might not be willing myself to have any direct 
communication with this Ministry on this occasion ; that I 
might likewise not care to have it known that 1 had any 
indirect communication with them, till I could be well 
assured of thelir good dispositions; that being himself upon 
no ill terms with them, lie thought it not impossible that 
he might, by conveying my sentiments to them, and theirs 
to me, be a means: of bringing on a good understanding, 
without committing either them or me, if his negotiation 
should not succeed ; and that I might rely on his keeping 
perfectly secret eveTy thing I should wish to remain so. 

Mrs. Howe here offering to withdraw, whether of herself 
or from any sign from him, I know not, I begged she might 
stay, as I should have no secret in a business of this nature 
that I could not freely confide to her prudence, which was 
truth ; for I had never conceived a higher opinion of the 
discretion and excellent understanding of any woman on so 
short an acquaintance. I added, that though I had never 
before the honour of being in his Lordship's company, his 
manner was such as bad already engaged my confidence, 
and would make me perfectly easy and free in communi- 
cating myself to him. I begged him, in the first place, to 
give me credit for a sincere desire of healing the breach 



between the two Countries; that I w-ould cheerfully and 
heartily do every thing in my small power to accomplish 
it; but that I apprehended from the King's speech, and 
from the measures talked of, as well as those already 
determined on, no intention or disposition of the kind ex- 
isted in the present Ministry, and therefore no accommo- 
dation could be expected till we saw a change. That as to 
what his Lordship mentioned of the personal injuries done 
me, those done my Country were so much greater, that I 
did not think the other, at this time, worth mentioning"; 
that besides it was a fixed rule with me, not to mix my pri- 
vate affairs with those of the publick ; that I could join with 
fny personal enemy in serving the publick, or, when it was 
for its interest, with the publick in serving that enemy; 
these being my sentiments, his Lordship might be assured 
that no private considerations of the kind should prevent 
my being as useful in the present case as my small ability 
would permit. He appeared satisfied and pleased with 
these declarations, and gave it me as bis sincere opinion, 
that some of the Ministry were extremely well disposed to 
any reasonable accommodations, preserving only the digni- 
ty of Government ; and he wished me to draw up in wri- 
ting some propositions containing the terms on which I 
conceived a good understanding might be obtained and 
established, and the mode of proceeding to accomplish it ; 
which propositions, as soon as prepared, we might meet to 
consider, either at his house or at mine, or where I pleased ; 
but as his being seen at my house, or me at his, might he 
thought occasion some speculation, it was concluded to be 
best to meet at his sister's, who readily offered her house 
for that purpose, and where there was agood pretence with 
her family and friends for my being often seen, as it was 
known that we played together at chess. I undertook, 
accordingly, to draw up something of the kind ; and so for 
that time we parted, agreeing to meet at the same place 
again on the Wednesday following. 

I dined about this time, by Invitation, with Governour 
Pownall. There was no company but the family, and 
after dinner we had a tete-a-tete. He had been in the op- 
position, but was now about making his peace, in order to 
come into Parliament on Ministerial interest, which I did 
not then know. He told me what I bad before been told 
by several of Lord North's friends, that the American 
measures were not the measures of that Minister, nor ap- 
proved by him ; that, on the contrary, he was well disposed 
to promote a reconciliation upon any terms honourable to 
Government; that I had been looked upon as the great 
fomenter of the opposition in America, and as a great ad T 
versary to any accommodation ; that he, Governour Pow- 
nall, had given a different account of me, and hacTtold his 
Lordship that I was certainly much misunderstood. From 
the Governour's further discourse 1 collected that he wish- 
ed to be employed as an Envoy or Commissioner to Ame- 
rica, to settle the differences, and to have me with him; 
but as I apprehended there was little likelihood that either 
of us would be so employed by Government, I did not give 
much attention to that part of his discourse. 

I should have mentioned in its place, (but one cannot 
recollect every thing in order,) that, declining at first to 
draw up the propositions desired by Lord Howe, I alleged 
its being unnecessary, since the Congress, in their Petition 
to the King, just then received and presented through Lord 
Dartmouth, had stated their grievances, and pointed out 
very explicitly what would restore the ancient harmony ; 
and I read a part of the Petition, to show their good dispo- 
sitions, which, being very pathetically expressed, seemed 
to affect both the brother and sister. But still I was de- 
sired to give my ideas of the steps to be taken, in case some 
of the propositions in the Petition should not be thought 
admissible ; and this, as I said before, I undertook to do. 

I bad promised Lord .Chatham to communicate to him 
the first important news 1 should receive from America. I 
therefore sent him the proceedings of the Congress as soon 
as I received them ; but a whole week passed after I re- 
ceived the Petition before I could, as I wished to do, wait 
upon him with it, in order to obtain his sentiments on the 
whole; for my time was taken up in meetings with the 
other Agents to consult about presenting the Petition, in 
waiting three different days with them on Lord Dartmouth, 
in consulting upon and writing letters to the Speakers of 
Assemblies, and other business, which did not allow me a 
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day to go to Hayes. At last, on Monday, the 26th, I got 
out, and was there about one o'clock ; he received me with 
an affectionate kind of respect, that from so great a man 
was extremely engaging ; but the opinion he expressed of 
the Congress was still more so. They had acted, he said, 
with so much temper, moderation, and wisdom, that he 
thought jt the most honourable assembly of statesmen since 
those pf the ancient Greeks and Romans, in the most virtu- 
ous times. That there was not, in their whole proceedings, 
above one or two things he could have wished otherwise ; 
perhaps but one, and that was their/assertion that the keep- 
ing up a Standing Army in the Colonies in time of peace, 
withdut consent o f th eir Legislatures, was against law ; he 
doubted ihat was not well founded, and that the law al- 
luded' to did not extend to the Colonies, The rest he 
admired and honoured; he thought the Petition decent, 
manly, and properly expressed. He inquired much and 
particularly concerning the state of America, the proba- 
bility of their perseverance, the difficulties they must meet 
with in adliering, for any long time, to their resolutions ; the 
resources they might have to supply the deficiency of 
Commerce ; to all which I gave him answers, with which 
he seemed well satisfied. He expressed a great regard 
and warm affection for that Country, with hearty wishes 
for their prosperity, and that Government here might soon 
come to see its mistakes, and rectify them ; and intimated 
that possibly he might, if his health permitted, prepare 
something _for its consideration, when the Parliament should 
meet after the holidays, on which he should wisji to have 
previously my sentiments. I mentioned to him the very 
hazardous state I conceived we were in, by the continu- 
ance of the Army in Boston; that whatever disposition 
there might be in the inhabitants to give no just cause of 
offence to the Troops, or in the general to preserve order 
among them, an unpremeditated, unforeseen quarrel might 
happen, between perhaps a drunken porter and a soldier, 
that might bring on a riot, tumult, and bloodshed, and its 
consequences produce a breach impossible to be healed ; 
that the Army could not possibly answer any good purpose 
there, and might be infinitely mischievous; that no accom- 
modation could be properly proposed and entered into by 
the Americans, while the bayonet was at their breasts ; that 
to have any agreement binding, all force should be with- 
drawn. His Lordship seemed to think these sentiments 
had something in them that was reasonable. 

From Hayes I went to Halsted, Mr. Sargent's place, 
to dine, intending thence a visit to Lord Stanhope, at 
Cheveningj but hearing there that his Lordship and the 
family were in. Town, I staid at Halsted all night, and the 
next morning went to Chisejhurst, to call upon Lord Cam- 
den, it being in my way to Town. 1 met his Lordship and 
family in two carriages just without his gate, going on a 
visit of congratulation to Lord Chatham and his lady, on 
the late marriage of their daughter to Lord Mflhon, son of 
Lord Stan hope. They were to be back to dinner ; so I 
agreed to go in, stay dinner, and spend the evening there, 
and not return to Town till next morning. We had that 
afternoon and evening a' great deal of conversation on 
American affairs, Concerning which he was very inquisi- 
tive, and I gave him the best information in my power. I 
was charmed with his generous and noble sentiments, and 
had the great pleasure of hearing his full approbation of the 
proceedings of the Congress, the Petition, fee, &c, of 
which, at his request, I afterwards sent him a copy. He 
seemed anxious that the Americans should continue to act 
with the same temper, coolness, and wisdom, with which 
they had hitherto proceeded in most of their publick assem- 
blies, in which case he did not doubt they would succeed 
in establishing their rights, and obtain a solid and durable 
agreement with the M_other Country ; of the necessity and 
great importance of which agreement, he seemed to have 
the strongest impressions. 

I returned to Town the next rooming, in time to meet at 
the hour appointed by Lord Howe. .1 apologized for my 
not being ready with the paper 1 had promised, by my 
having been kept longer than I intended in the Country. 
We had, however, a good deal of conversation on the sub- 
ject, and his Lordship told me he could now assure me of 
a certainty, that there was a sincere disposition in Lord 
North _and 'LardJ^qrtmquth to accommodate the differ- 
ences with America, and to listen favourably to any propo- 



sitions that might have a probable tendency to answer that 
salutary purpose. He then asked me what I thought of 
sending some person or persons over, commissioned to in- 
quire into the grievances of America upon the spot; con- 
verse with the leading people, and endeavour with them to 
agree upon some means of composing oar differences. I 
said that a person of rank and dignity, who had a charac- 
ter of candour, integrity, and wisdom, might possibly, if 
employed in that service, be of great use. He seemed to 
be of the same opinion, and that whoever was employed 
should go with a hearty desire of promoting a sincere re- 
conciliation, on the foundation of mutual interests and mu- 
tual good-will ; that he should endeavour not only to remove 
their prejudices against Government, but_ equally the pre- 
judices of Government against them, and bring on a perfect 
good understanding, Sic. Mrs. Howe said, I wish, brother, 
you were to be sent thither on such^a servjee ; I should 
like that much better than General Hoive's going to com- 
mand the Army there. 1 think, madam, said I, they ought 
to provide for General Howe some niore honourable em- 
ployment. • Lord Howe here took out of his pocket a 
paper, and offering it to me said, smiling, if it is not an un- 
fair question, may I ask whether you know any thing of 
this paper ? LTpon looking at it, 1 saw it was a copy, in 
David Barclay's hand, of the Hints before recited, and said 
that I had seen it ; adding, a little after, that "since I per- 
ceived his Lordship was acquainted with a transaction, my 
concern in which I had understood was to have been kept 
a secret, I should make no difficulty in owning to him that 
I had been consulted on the subject, and had drawn up 
that paper. He said he was rather sorry to find that the 
sentiments expressed in it were mine, as it gave him less 
hopes of promoting, by my^assistance, the wished-for re- 
conciliation, since he had reason to think there was no 
likelihood of the admission of these, propositions. He 
hoped, however, that I would reconsider the subject, and 
form some plan that would be acceptable here. He expa- 
tiated on the infinite service it would be to the Nation, and 
the great merit in being instrumental in so good a work ; 
that he should not think of influencing me by any selfish 
motive, but certainly I might with reason expect any re- 
ward in the power of Government to bestow. This to me 
was what the French vulgarly call spitting in the soup. 
However, I promised to draw some sketch of a plan at his 
request, though I much doubted, I said, whether it would 
be thought preferable to that he had in his hand. But he 
was willing to hope that it would, and as he considered my 
situation, that I had friends here and constituents in Ame- 
rica to keep well with, that I might possibly propose 
something improper to be seen in my handwriting ; there- 
fore, it would be better to send ij to Mrs. Howe, who 
would copy it, send the copy to him to be communicated 
to the Ministry, and return me the original. This 1 agreed 
to, though I did not apprehend the inconvenience he men- 
tioned. In general I liked much his manner, and found 
myself disposed to place great confidence in him on occa- 
sion, but in this particular the secrecy he proposed seemed 
not of much importance. 

In a day or two I sent the following paper, enclosed in 
a cover, directed to the honourable Mrs. Howe: 

" It is supposed to be the wish on both sides, not merely 
to put a stop to the mischief at present threatening the 
general welfare, but to cement a cordial union, and remove 
not only every real grievance, but every cause of jealousy 
and suspicion. 

"With this view the first thing necessary is, to know 
what is, by the different parties in the dispute, thought es- 
sentially necessary for the obtaining such an union. 

" The American Congress, in their Petition to the King, 
have be.en explicit, declaring that, by a repeal of the op- 
pressive Acts therein complained of, ' the harmony between 
Great Britain and her. Colonies, so "necessary to the hap- 
piness of both, and so ardently desired of them, will, with 
the usual intercourse, be immediately restored.' 

" If it has been thought reasonable here to expect that, 
previous to an alteration of measures, the Colonies should 
make some declaration respecting their Tuture conduct, 
they have also done that, by adding, ' that when the causes 
of their apprehensions are removed, their future conduct 
will prove them not unworthy of the regard they have been 
accustomed in their happier, days to enjoy.' 
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" For their sincerity in these declarations, they solemnly 
call to„ witness, the. Searcher of all hearts. 

" If Britain can have any reliance on these declarations, 
(and perhaps none to be extorted by force can be more 
relied on than these which are thus freely made,) she may, 
without hazard to herself, try the expedient proposed, 
since, if it fails, she has it m her power at any time to re- 
sume her present measures. 

" It. is, then, proposed, 

" That Britain should show some confidence in these 
declarations, by repealing all the laws or parts of laws that 
are requested to be repealed in the Petition of the Con- 
gress to" the King. 

"And that at the same time orders should be given to 
withdraw the Fleet from Boston, and remove all the Troops 
to Queleck or the Fhridas, that the Colonies may be left 
at liberty in their future stipulations. 

" That this may, for the honour of Britain, appear not 
the effect of any apprehension from the measures entered 
into and recommended to the people by the Congress, but 
from good will, and a change of disposition towards the 
Colonies, with a sincere desire of reconciliation; let some 
of their other grievances, which, in their Petition, they 
have left to the magnanimity and justice of the King and 
Parliament, be at the same time removed, such as those 
relating to the payment of Governours' and Judges' sala- 
ries, and the instructions for dissolving Assemblies, he, with 
the declarations concerning the Statute of Henry VIII. . 

" And to give the Colonies an immediate opportunity of 
demonstrating the reality of their professions, let their pro- 
posed ensuing Congress be authorized by Government, (as 
was that held at Albany in 1754,) and a person of weight 
and dignity of character be appointed to preside at it on 
behalf of the Crown. 

" And then let. requisition be made to the Congress, of 
such points, as Government wishes to obtain, for its future 
security, for aids, for the advantage of general Commerce, 
for reparation to the India Company, &lc, &tc. 

" A generous confidence thus placed in the Colonies, 
will give ground to the friends of Government there, in 
their endeavours to procure from America every reasonable 
concession or engagement, and every substantial .aid that 
can fairlylie desired." 

On the Saturday evening I saw Mrs. Howe, who in- 
formed roe she had transcribed and sent the paper to Lord 
Howe'm the country, and she returned me the original. 
On the following Tuesday, January 3d, I received a note 
from her, (enclosing a letter she had received from Lord 
Howe the last night,) which follows: 

"Mrs. Howe's compliments to Dr. Franklin ; she en- 
closes him a letter, she received last night, and returns him 
many thanks for his very obliging present,* which has . 
already given her great entertainment. If the Doctor has 
any spare time for chess, she will be exceedingly glad to 
see him any morning this week, and as often as will be 
agreeable to him, and rejoices in having so good an ex- 
cuse for asking the favour of his company. 

" Tuesday." 

[Latter enclosed in the foregoing.] 

Porter's Lodge, January 2d, 1775. ' 

I have received your packet; and it is with much con- 
cern that I collect, from sentiments of such authority as, 
those of our worthy friend, that the desired accommodation 
threatens to be attended with much greater difficulty than 
I had flattered myself, in the progress of our intercourse, 
there would be reason to apprehend. 

I shall forward the propositions as intended. . Not desir- 
ous of trespassing further on our friend's indulgence ; but 
returning sentiments of regard, which his candid and obliging 
attention to my troublesome inquiries, will render ever per- 
manent in the memory of your affectionate, &c. 

I ought to make excuses likewise to you. Howe. 

Hon. Mrs. Howe, Grafton Street. 

His Lordship had, in his last conversation with me, ac- 
knowledged a communication between him and the Minis- 
try, to whom he wished to make my sentiments known. 
In, this letter from the country he owns the receipt of them, 
and mentions, his intentions of forwarding them, that is, as 

* His philosophical writings. 
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I understood it, to the Ministers '; but expresses his appre- 
hensions that such propositions were not likely to produce 
any good effect. Some time after, perhaps^a week, I 
received a note ^ from r Mrs. Howe, desiring to see me. I 
waited upon, her immediately, when she showed me a 
letter from her brother, of which, having noTupy, I can 
only give from the best of my recollection the purport of 
it, which I think was this : that he desired to, know from 
their friend, meaning me, through her means, whether it 
might. not be expected that, if that friend would engage for 
the payment of the Tea as a preliminary, relying on a 
promised redress of their grievances on future ^petitions 
from their Assembly, they would approve of his making 
such engagement; and whether the proposition in. the 
former paper, (the Hints,) relating to aids, was still in 
contemplation of the author. As. Mrs. Howe proposed 
sending to her brother that evening, I wrote immediately 
the following answer, which she transcribed and. forwarded .:.,. 

"The proposition in the former paper relating to aids, 
is still in contemplation of the author, and, as he thinks, is 
included in the last article pfthe present paper. " 

" The people of America, conceiving that Parliament 
has no right to tax them, and that, therefore, all that has 
been extorted from them by the operation "of the Duty • 
Acts, with the assistance of an armed force, preceding the 
destruction of the Tea, is so much injury, which ought, in 
order of time, to be first repaired, before a demand on the 
Tea account can be justly made of them ; are not, he thinks, 
likely to approve of the measure proposed, and pay in the 
first place the value demanded, especially as Twenty limes 
as much injury has since been done them by blocking 
up their Port ; and their Castle also seized before by the 
Crown, has not been restored, nor any satisfaction offered 
them for the same." ■'■"-""■" -- \ '._.'!.' 

At the meeting of Parliament, after, the holidays, which 
was on the 19th of January, (1775,) Lord .flos'ETeturn.ed 
to town, when we had another meeting, at whicli.Ke lament- 
ed that my propositions were not such as probably could 
be accepted; intimated that it. wis. jthought I had powers 
or instructions from the Congress to mate coj2ce!sions_on 
occasion that would be more satisfactory. 1 disclaimed 
the having any of any kind but what related to the pre- 
senting of their Petition. We. talked over all.the particu- 
lars in. my paper, which I supported with reasons; and 
finally said, that if what I had proposed woulcLnot do, I 
should, be glad to hear what would do; I wished to see 
some propositions from the Ministers .themsejves. . His 
Lordship was not, he said, as yet fully acquainted with 
their sentiments, but should learn mO.'te_|n a few_days. It 
was, however, some weeks before I heard any thing further 
from him. _ .„. 

In the meanwhile, Mr. Barclay and I wereLJr.equently 
together on the affair of preparing the Merchants! Petition, 
which took up so much of his time that he couff not con- 
veniently see Lord Hyde; so he had no information to 
give me concerning the Hints, arid I. .wondered I heard 
nothing of them from Dr. FothergiU. At length, however, 
but I cannot recollect about What . time," the .Doctor called 
on me, and told me.be had cominnnicatedthem^ and with 
them had verbally given my arguments jn support of them, 
to Lord Dartmouth, who, after consideration, nad told him 
some of them appeared reasonable, but others were inad- 
missible or impracticable ; that having occasion to see fre- 
quently the Speaker,* he had also comrnunic;ajeJl them to 
him, as he found him very anxious: for a reconciliation : 
that the Speaker had said it would be. very humiliating" to 
Britain to be obliged to submit to such tefrW: but the 
Doctor told him she .had been unjust ; and ought to bear 
the consequences, and alter her conduct ; that the pill might 
be bitter, but it would be salutary, and must berswallowed : ' 
that these were the sentiments of impartial men; after tho- 
rough consideration and full information of all cjrcujnstances, 
and that sooner or later these or similar measjrres must be 
followed, or the Empire would be divided and ruined : the 
Doctor, on the whole, hoped some good would be effected 
by our endeavours. 

On the 19th of January, I received a card from Lord 
Stanhope, acquainting me, that Lord Chatham having a 
motion to make on the morrow in the House of Lords, con- 

*Sir Fletcher Norton. 
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cerning America, greatly desired that I might be in the 
House, into which Lord £. would endeavour to procure 
ine admittance. At this time it was _a rule of the House 
that no person could introduce more than one friend. The 
nest morning, his Lordship let me know by another card, 
that if I.attended at two o'clock in the lobby, Lord Chat- 
ham ..would be there about that time, and .would himself 
introduce me. I attended, and met him there accordingly. 
On my mentioning to him what Lord Stanhope bad writ- 
ten to me, he said, " Certainly ; and I shall do it with the 
more pleasure, as I am sure your being present at this day's 
debate will be of more service to America than mine ;" 
and so taking ine by the arm, was leading me along the 
passage to the door that enters near the throne, when one 
of the Doorkeepers followed and acquainted him that, by 
the order, none were to be carried in at that door but the 
eldest spns or brothers of Peers; on which he limped back 
with me to the door near the bar, where were standing a 
number of gentlemen wailing for the Peers who were to 
introduce them, and some Peers waiting for friends they 
expected to introduce ; among whom, he delivered me to 
the Doorkeepers,' saying aloud, this is Doctor Franklin, 
whom I would have admitted into the House; when they 
readily opened the door for me accordingly. As it had 
not been publickly known that there was any communica- 
tion between his Lordship and me, this I found occasioned 
some speculation.. His appearance in the House, I observ- 
ed, caused a kind of bustle among the officers, who were 
hurried in sending .messengers for Members, 1 suppose 
.those in connection with, the Ministry, something of im- 
portance being expected when that great man appears; it 
being but seldom that his infirmities permit bis attendance. 
1 had great satisfaction in hearing his motion and the debate 
upon it, which I shall not attempt to give here an account 
of, as you may find a better in the papers of the time. It 
was. Ins ^motion, for withdrawing the Troops from Boston, 
as the first step 'towards an accommodation. The day fol- 
lowing, I received a note from Lord Stanhope, expressing 
that, "at the desire of Lord Chatham, was sent me enclosed, 
the, motion iie made in the House of Lords, that I might be 
possessed of it |rj,.the most authentic!? manner, by the com- 
munication of the individual paper which was read to the 
House by the mover himself." I sent copies of this mo- 
tion to America, and was the more pleased with it, as I 
conceived it had partly taken its rise from a hint 1 had 
. given, his Lordship in a former conversation. It follows in 
these words : 

Lord Chatham's Motion, January 20, 1775. 

■ " " That an humble. Address be presented to His. Majesty, 
most .humbly to advise and beseech His Majesty, that, in 
order to open the way towards a happy settlement of the 
dangerous troubles in America, by beginning to allay fer- 
ments and soften animosities there ; and above all, for pre- 
venting in the mean time any sudden and fatal catastrophe 
at Boston, now/suffering under daily irritation of an Army 
before their eyes, posted in their Town ; it may graciously 
please. His Majesty, that immediate orders may be despatch- 
e_d to General jSage, for removing His Majesty's Forces 
front .the. Town . pf Boston, as soon as the rigour of the sea- 
son and other circumstances, indispensable to the safety and 
accommodation of the said Troops, may render the same 
practicable." 

1 was quite charmed with Lord Chatham's speech in 
support of his motion. He impressed me with the highest 
idea of him as a great and most able statesman.' Lord 
Camden, another wonderfully good speaker and close rea- 
soner, joined him in the same argument, as did several 
other Lords, who spoke excellently well ; but all availed 
no ttiore than the whistling of the winds. This motion was 
rejected. Sixteen Scotch Peers, and twenty-four Bishops, 
with all the Lords in possession or expectation of places, 
when they vote together unanimously, as they generally 
do for Ministerial measures, make a dead majority, that 
renders all debating ridiculous in itself, since it can answer 
no end. Full of the high esteem I had imbibed for Lord 
Chatham, I wrote back to Lord Stanhope the following 
note, viz : 

Dr, Franklin presents his best respects to Lord Stan- 
hope, with many thanks to his Lordship and Lord Chat- 



ham, for the communication of so authentick a copy of the 
motion. . Dr. F . is filled with admiration of that truly great 
man. He has seen in the course of his life, sometimes 
eloquence without wisdom, and often wisdom without elo- 
quence ; in the present instance he sees both united, and 
both, as he thinks, in the highest degree possible. 

Graven Street, Jan. 23, 1775. " ------ 

As in the course of the debate, some Lords in the Ad- 
ministration had observed, that it was cbtfrnipn andisasy to 
censure their pleasures, but those who did so proposed 
nothing better ; Lord Chatham mentioned that he should 
not be one of those idle censurers, that he had thought 
long and closely upon the subject, and proposed soon to 
lay before their Lordships the result of his meditation, in a 
plan for healing our differences, and restoring peace to the 
Empire, to which his present motion was preparatory: I 
much desired to know what his plan was, and intended 
waiting on him to see if he would comnriunicate jt_ to me; 
but he went the next morning to Hayes, ancft was so Trruch 
taken up with daily business and company, that I could 
not easily get out to him. A few days after, however, 
Lord Mahon called on me, and told me Lord Chatham 
was very desirous of seeing rne r ; whetTI promised to_.be. 
with him the Friday following, sefejll. engagements pre- 
vented my going sooner. On . Friday ,!he 27th, I took a 
ppst-chaise about 9 o'clock, and got to' Hayes about eleven, 
but my attention. being engaged in reading a^new pamph- 
let, the postboy drove me a mile or tw\> beyond the gat_e. 
His Lordship being out on . an ajring in Iris chariot, had 
met tne before I reached Hayes, unobserved by me, turnr 
ed and followed me, and not finding me there concluded, 
as he had seen me reading, that I Tiad passed by mistake, 
and sent a servant after me. He. expressed great pleasure 
at my coming, and acquainted me, in a long conversation., 
with the outlines of his plan, parts of which. GiOeadjo ]«§. 
He said he had communicated it _only to Lo_ri3_Cfem<{e?., 
whose advice he much relied on, particularly in the l.avy 
part; and that he would, as soon as he could get it tran- 
scribed, put it into my hands fpr my opinion aad advice, - 
but should show it to no other person before he presented 
it to the House ; and he requested me To' make no mention 
of it, otherwise parts might be misunderstood and blown 
up beforehand, and others perhaps adopted and. produced 
by Ministers as their own, ,1 promised the. closest secrecy, 
and kept my word ; not even mentioning to any onethat 
I had seen him. I dined with hjjn, his family only present, 
and returned to Town in the evening. -------- 

On the Sunday following, being tHe"29tl_, his Lordship 
came to Town, and called upon me in LVat) en Street. He 
brought with him his plan transcribed, in the form of an 
Act of Parliament, which he put into my hands, request- 
ing me to consider it carefully, and communicate to him 
such remarks upon it. as should occur Jo me. His reason 
for desiring to give me that trouble was_, as he was pleased 
to say, that he knew no man so thoroughly acquainted with 
the subject, or so capable of giving advice upon it ; that he 
thought the errours of Ministers; in American A_ffaii's,_ had, 
been often owing to their not obtaining the ]__e'st informa- 
tion : that, therefore, though he had. considered the business 
thoroughly in all its parts, he was not so confident r of his 
own judgment, but that he came to set it i ight by mine, as 
men set their watches by a legulafor. lie had not detu- 
mined when he should produce it in the House of Lord'. , 
but in the course of our conversation, considering the pre- 
carious situation of his health, and that if presenting it was 
delayed, some intelligence might airive which would make 
it seem less seasonable, oi in all parts not ■<> propel ; or the 
Ministry might engage in different measure:;, and then sa) , 
if you had produced your plan spprrer, we might, have 
attended to it ; he concluded to . pffer it .the Wedjiesday fol- 
lowing, and, therefore, wished to See me uppij it the pre- 
ceding Tuesday, when he would again call upon me, unless 
I could conveniently come, to Hayes- _ I chose the .latter, 
in respect to his Lordship, and because there; was Jess. like-, 
lihood of interruption's : and I promised to be with him early, 
that we might have more time. He staid with me near, 
two hours, his equipage awaiting at the door ; and being 
there while people were coming from church, it was' much 
taken notice of and talked pf, as at. that time was., every 
little cireu instance that men thought might possibly any 
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way affect American affairs. Such a visit from so great a 
man, on so important a business, flattered not a little, my 
vanity ; and the honour of.it gave nie the more pleasure, 
as it happened on the very day twelve months that the 
Ministry had taken so much pains to disgrace me before 
the Privy Council. 

I applied myself immediately to the reading and consid- 
ering the plan, of which, When it was afterwards published, 
I sent you a copy, and therefore need not insert it here. 
I put down upon paper, as I went along, some short me- 
morandums for my future discourse with him upon it, which 
follow, that you may, if you please, compare them with 
the plan ; and if you do so, you will see their drift and 
purpose, which otherwise would make me much writing to 
explain. 

Tuesday, January 31, 1775. 

Notes for discourse with Lord Chatham on his plan: 

Voluntary grants and forced taxes, not to be expected 
of the same people at the same time. 

Permanent revenue will be objected to ; would not a tem- 
porary agreement bebest, suppose for one hundred years? 

Doeslhe whole of. the rights claimed in the Petition of 
Rights ; relate to 'England only ? 

The^mmcan Naturalization Act gives all the rights of 
natural born subjects to foreigners residing there seven 
years.. Can it jje supposed that the natives there have 
them noj? 

Jfllie King should raise Armies in America, would Bri- 
tain like their being brought hither ? as the King might 
bring them when he pleased. 

An Act of Parliament requires the Colonies to furnish 
sundry articles of provision and accommodation to Troops 
quartered among them ; this may be made very burdensome 
to Colonies that are out of favour. 

If a permanent rev> .me, why not the same privileges in 
trade with Scotland 1 

Should not the lands conquered by Britain and the Co- 
lonies in conjunction, be given them (reserving a quitrent) 
whence they might form funds to enable them to pay. 

Instructions about. Agents to be withdrawn. 

Grants to.be for three years, at the end of which a new 
Congress— and.so, from three to three years. 

Congress to have the general defence of the frontiers, 
making and regulating new settlements. 

Protection mutual. 

We go into all your wars. 

Our settlements cost you nothing. 

Take theplan. of union. 

" Defence, extension, and prosperity of '—The late Ca- 
nada Act prevents their extension, and may check their 
prosperity. 

Laws should be secure as well as Charters. 

Perhaps if the legislative power of Parliament is owned 
in the Colonies, they may make a law to forbid the meet- 
ing of any Congress, &.c. 

1 was at Hayes early on Tuesday, agreeably to my pro- 
mise, when we entered into consideration of the plan ; but 
though I staid near four hours, his Lordship, in the manner 
of, I think,. all eloquent persons, was so full and diffuse in 
supporting every particular I questioned, that there was not 
time to go through half my memorandums ; he is not easily 
interrupted, and I had such pleasure in hearing him, that I 
found little inclination to interrupt him ; therefore, consider- 
ing that neither of us had much expectation that the plan 
would be; adopted entirely as it stood ; that in the course of 
its consideration, if it should be received, proper alterations 
mi^ht beintroduced ; that before it would be settled, Ame- 
rica should have opportunity to make her objections and 
propositions of amendment ; that to have it received at all 
here, it must seem to comply a little with some of the pre- 
vailing prejudices of the Legislature ; that if it was not so 
perfect as might be wished, it would at least serve as a basis 
for treaty, and injhe mean time prevent mischiefs, and that 
as his Lordship had determined to offer it the next day, 
there was not time to make changes and another fair copy. 
I therefore ceased my querying ; and though afterwards 
many people were pleased to do me the honour of sup- 
posing I had a considerable share in composing it, I assure 
you, that the addition of a single word only was made at 
my instance, viz : " Constitutions" after " Charters ;" for 



my filling up at his request a blank witli the titles of Acts 
proper to be repealed, which I took from the proceedings 
of the Congress, was rro more than might have been done 
by any copying clerk. 

On. Wednesday, Lord Stanhope, at Lord Chatham's re- 
quest, called upon me, and carried me down to the House 
of Lords, which was soon very full. Lord Chatham, in a 
most excellent speech, introduced, explained, and supported 
his plan. When he sat down, Lord Dartmouth rose, and 
very properly said, it contained matter of such weight and 
magnitude as to require much consideration, and he there- 
fore hoped the noble Earl did not expect their Lordships 
to decide upon it by an immediate vote, but would be wil- 
ling it should lie upon the table for consideration, Lord 
Chatham answered readily, that he expected nothing more. 
But Lord Sandwich rose, and in a petulant vehement 
speech, opposed its being received at all, and gave his opi- 
nion, that it ought to be immediately rejected with the con- 
tempt it deserved ; that he could never believe it to be the 
production of any British Peer; that it appeared to him 
rather the work of some American; and, turning his face 
towards me, who was leaning on the bar, said, he fancied 
he had in his eye the person who drew it up, oner of the 
bitterest and most mischievous enemies this Country had 
ever known. This drew the eyes of many Lords upon me : 
but as I had no inducement to take it to myself, I kept my 
countenance as immoveable as if my features had been 
made of wood. Then several other Lords of the Admi- 
nistration gave their sentiments also for rejecting it, of which 
opinion also was strongly' the wise Lord Hillsborough; but 
the Dukes of Richmond and Manchester, Lord Shelburne, 
Lord Camden, Lord Temple, Lord Lyttleton and others, 
were for receiving it, some through approbation, and others 
for the character and dignity of the House. One Lord 
mentioning with applause the candid proposal of one of the 
ministers, Lord Dartmouth , his Lordship rose again, and 
said, that having since heard the opinions of so many Lords 
against receiving it to lie upon the table for consideration, 
he had altered his mind, could not accept the praise offered 
him, for a candour of which he was now ashamed, and, 
should therefore give his voice for rejecting the plan imme- 
diately. I am the more particular in this, as it. is a trait 
of that Nobleman's character, who, from his office, is sup- 
posed to have so great a share in American affairs, but who 
has in reality no will or judgment of his own, being, with 
dispositions for the best measures, easily. prevailed with to 
join in the worst. Lord Chatham, in his reply to Lord 
Sandwich, took notice of his. illiberal insinuation, that the 
plan was not the person's who proposed it : declared that 
it was entirely his own, a declaration he thought himself the 
more obliged to make, as many of their Lordships appeared 
to have so mean an opinion of it; for if it was so weak or 
so bad a thing, it Was proper in him to take care that no 
other person should unjustly share in the censure it de- 
served. That it had been heretofore reckoned his vice not 
to be apt to take advice; but he made no scruple to de- 
clare, that if he were the first Minister of this Country, and. 
had the care of settling this momentous business, heshould 
not be ashamed of publickly calling to his assistance a per- 
son so perfectly acquainted with the whole of American 
affairs as the gentleman alluded to, and so injuriously re- 
flected on ; one, he was pleased to say, whom all Europe 
held in high estimation, for his knowledge and wisdom, and 
ranked with our Boyles and Newtons, who was an honour, 
not to the English Nation only, but to human nature ! I 
found it harder to stand this extravagant compliment, than 
the preceding equally extravagant abuse, but kept as well 
as I could an unconcerned countenance, as not conceiving 
it to relate to me. 

To hear so many of these hereditary Legislators de- 
claiming so vehemently against, not the adopting merely, 
but even the consideration of a proposal so important in its 
nature, offered by a person of so weighty a character, one 
of the first Statesmen of the, age, who had taken up this 
Country when in the lowest despondency, and conducted 
it to victory and glory, through a war with two of the 
mightiest Kingdoms in Europe ; to hear them censuring his 
plan, not only for their own misunderstandings of what was 
in it, but for their imaginations of what was not in it, which 
they would not give themselves an opportunity of rectify- 
ing by a second reading ; to perceive the total ignorance of 
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. the subject In some, the prejudice and passion of others, 
and the wilful perversion of plain truth in several of the 
Ministers ; and, upon the whole, to see it so ignominiously 
rejected by so great a majority, and so hastily too, in breach 
of all decency, and prudent regard to the character and 
dignity of their body, as a third part of the National Le- 
gislature, gave~me an exceeding mean opinion of their abi- 
lities, and made their claim of sovereignty over three 
millions of virtuous sensible people in America seem the 
greatest of absurdities, since they appeared to have scarce 
discretion enough to govern a herd of swine. Hereditary 

- ~ ---•■■■ _.-_0. = _ O " ' '_ - V 

Legislators I thought I. There would he more propriety, 
because less hazard of mischief, in having (as in some Uni- 
versity of Germany) hereditary professors of maihematicks .'.'. 
But this was. a hasty reflection, lor the elected House of 
Commons is no better, nor ever will be" while the electors 
receive money for their votes, and pay money wherewith 
Ministers may bribe their Representatives when chosen. 

After this proceeding I expected to hear no more of any 
negotiation for settling our difference amicably ; yet in a 
day or two, I had a note from Mr. Barclay, requesting a - 
meeting at Dr. FothcrgilFs, the 4th of February in the 
evening. I attended accordingly, and was surprised by 
being told that a very good disposition appeared in Adminis- 
tration ; that the Hints had been considered, and several 
of them thought reasonable, and that others might be ad- 
mitted with small amendments. The good Doctor, with his 
usual philanthropy, expatiated on the miseries of war ; that 
even a bad peace was preferable to the most successful 
war ; that America was growing in strength, and whatever 
she might be obliged to submit to at present, she would in 
a few years be in a condition to make her own terrns. Mr. 
Barclay hinted how much it was in my power to promote 
an agreement ; how. much it would be to my honour to ef- 
fect it,. and that I might expect, not only restoration of my 
old place, but almost any other I could wish for, Sic. I 
' heed not tell you, who know me so well, how improper and 
disgusting this language was to me. The Doctor's was 
more suitable.. Him I answered, that we did not wish for 
war, and desired nothing but what was reasonable and 
necessary for our security and well-being. To Mr. Barclay 
T. replied, that the Ministry, I was sure, would rather give 
me a place in a cart \o_ Tyburn, than any other place what- 
ever. . .Ajid to both, that I sincerely wished to be service- 
able ; J.hat I needed no other inducement than to be shown 
ho\v I. might be so ; but saw they imagined more to be in 
my power than really was. I was. then told again that 
conferences had been held upon the Hints; and the paper 
being 'produced was. read, that I might hear the observa- 
tions thaL had. been made upon them separately, which 
were as follows: 

1. The first Article was approved. . 

2. The second agreed to, so far as related to the repeal 
of the Tea Act. But repayment of the Duties that had 
been collected, was .refused, 

3. The third not approved, as it implied a deficiency of 
power in "the Parliament tha.t made those Acts. 

4. The fourth approved... 

5. The fifth agreed to, but with a reserve, that no change 
prejudicial to Britain, \xzs to be expected. 

"6. The sixth agreed to, so far as related to the appro- 
priatioiTof the Duties : but the appointment of the Officers 
and their salaries to remain as at present. 

7. The seventh, 'relating to aids in time of peace, agreed 
to. " 

8. The eighth, relating to the Troops, was inadmissible. . 
.9. The ninth could be agreed to, with this difference, 

that no proportion should be observed with regard to pre- 
ceding Taxes, but each Colony should give at pleasure. 

IQj.-The tenth agreed to, as to the restitution of Castle. 
William ; but the restriction on the Crown in building 
fortresses refused- 

11, The eleventh refused absolutely, except as to the 
Boston :Port Bill, which would be repealed ; and the 
Qaebeck Act might be so far amended, as to reduce that 
Province to its ancient limits. The other Massachusetts 
Acts, being real amendments of their Constitution, must 
for that reason be continued, as well as to be a standing 
example of the power of Parliament. 

12. The twelfth agreed to, that the Judges should be 
appointed during good behaviour, on the Assemblies pro- 



viding permanent salaries, such as the Crown should ap- 
prove of. """"'., 

13. The thirteenth agreed to, provided the Assemblies 
make provision as in the preceding article. 

15. The fifteenth agreed to. 

16. The sixteenth agreed to, supposing the Duties paid 
to the Colony Treasuries. 

17. The seventeenth inadmissible. 

We had not at this time a great deal of conversation 
upon these points, for I shortened^ it T>y observing, that 
while the Parliament claimed and exercised a power of 
altering our Constitutions at pleasure, there could be no 
agreement : for we were rendered unsafeln every privilege 
we had a right to, and were securein nothing. And it 
being hinted how necessary an agreement was for America, 
since it was so easy for Britain to burn a|l our sea-port 
Towns, I grew warm, said that the chief part of my little 
property consisted of houses in those .Towns; that they 
might make bonfires of them whenever they" pleased : that 
the fear of losing them would never alter, my resolution to 
resist to the last that claim of Parliament, and that it be- 
hooved this Country to take care ...what mischief it did us, 
for that sooner or later it would certainly be obliged to 
make good all damages with interest ! The, Doctor gnijied, 
as I thought, with some approbation of my discourse, pas- 
sionate as it was, and said he would certainly repent it 
to-morrow to Lord Dartmouth. 

In the discourse concerning the 'Hints, Mr, Barclay 
happened to mention, that going to Lord. Hyde's, he found 
Lord Iloive with him, and that Lord Hyde had said to 
him, "you may speak any thing before Lord Howe, that 
you have to say to me, for he is a friend in whom,,Xj;oTV- 
fide ;" upon which he accordingly had spoken with ihe 
same freedom as usual. By this I collected how. Lord 
Howe came by the paper of Hints which he had shown;, 
me: and it being mentioned as a measure thought'of, to 
send over a Commissioner with powers to inquire' into 
grievances and give redress on certain conditions, but that 
it was difficult to find a proper person; I said, why not 
Lord Hyde? he is a man of prudence and temper; a 
person of dignity, and I should tbinkvery suitable for such 
an employment: or, if he would not go, there is the other 
person you just mentioned, Lord Howe, who would, in 
my opinion, do excellently well. This passed as .mere con- 
versation, and we parted. . . : - 

Lord Chatham's rejected plan being printed for the pub- 
lick judgment, I received six copies_ from Lord Mahon, 
his son-in-law, which I sent to different persons in America., 

A week and more passed, in which I heard nothing 
further of the negotiation, and my time was niuch taken, 
up among the Members of Parliament, when Mr.JBarcloy 
sent me a note to say, that he was indisposed, but desirous 
of seeing me, and should be glad if I would call op him. 
I waited upon him the next morning, when he told mc that 
he had seen Lord Hyde, and had some juithcr discourse 
with him on the Articles; that he thought himself now 
fully possessed of what would do in thk business ; that he 
therefore wished another meeting with me and Doctor 
Fothe'rgiU, when he would endeavour to bring prepared a 
draught conformable chiefly to what had been proposed and 
conceded on both sides, with some propositions of his own. 
I readily agreed to the meeting, which \va« to be on Thurs- 
day evening, February 16th, 

We met accordingly, when Mr. Barclay produced the 
following paper, viz: 

A Flan, which it is believed would, produce a permanent 
union between Great Britain and litr Colonics. 

1. The Tea destroyed to be paid for : and, in order that 
no time may be lost to begin the desirable work of concf- 
liation, it is proposed that the Agent or Agents, in a peti- 
tion to the King, should engage that the Tea destroyed 
shall be paid for, and in consequence of thai engagement, 
a Commissioner to have authority, hy a clause in an Act of 
Parliament, to open the port (by a suspension of the Boston 
Port Act) when that engagement shall be complied with. 

2d. The Tea-Duty Act to be repealed, aswell for the 
advantage of Great Britain as the Colonies.. "..., 

3d. Castle William to be restored to, the Province of 
the Massachusetts-Bay, as formerly, before it was delivered 
up by Governour Hutchinson. 
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4th. As it is believed that the commencement of conci- 
liatory measures will fn a considerable degree quiet the 
minds of the subjects in America, it is proposed that the 
inhabitants of the Province of the Massachusetts- Bay should 
petition the King, and state their objections to the said 
Act.* And it is to be understood that the said Act shall 
be repealed. Interim, the Commissioner to have power 
to suspend the Act, in order to enable the inhabitants to 
petition. 

5th. The several Provinces who may think themselves 
aggrieved by the Quebeck Bill, to petition in their legisla- 
tive capacities ; and it is to be understood that so far of the 
Act as.extends the limits of Quebeck beyond its ancient 
bounds, is to be repealed^ 

6th. The Act of Henry VIII. to 'be formally disclaimed 
by Parliament, 

7th. In time of peace the Americans to raise within their 
respective Provinces, by Acts of their own Legislatures, a 
certain sum or sums, such as may be thought necessary for 
a Peace Establishment, to pay Governours, Judges, &.c. 

Vide— L.aws of Jamaica. 

Bib, _. In time of ivar, on requisition made by the King, 
with consent ..of ^Parliament, every Colony shall raise such 
sums of money, as their Legislatures may think suitable to 
their. abilities ancLthe publick exigency, to be laid out hi 
raising and paying men, for land or sea service, furnishing 
provisions, transports," or such other purposes as the King 
shall require and direct. 

9th. The Acts. of ..Navigation to be re-examined, in order 
to see vvhetheoome alterations might not be made there- 
in, as much, for the advantage of Great Britain, as the ease 
of the Colonies. 

10th. A Naval Officer to be appointed by the Crown to 
reside in each Colony, to see those Acts observed. 

N. B. In some Colonies they are not appointed by the 
Crown... 1 ; :- y " 

11th. AIL Duties arising on the Acts for regulating 
Trade with the Colonies, to be for the publick use of the 
respective Colonies, and paid into their Treasuries, and an 
Officer of the Crown to see it done. 

12th, The. Admiralty Courts to be reduced to the same 
powers _ as they have in England. 

. 13th. All Judges in the King's Colony Governments to 
be appointed during good behaviour, and to be paid by the 
Province, ngreeable to article seventh. 

N. B. If the King chooses to add to their salaries, the 
same to be sent from England. 

14th. The Governours to be supported in the same man- 
ner, . .. . . ;_...'.. 

Ourconversation turned chiefly upon the first article. 
It was said that the Ministry only wanted some opening to 
be given them, some ground on which to found the com- 
mencement of conciliating measures, that a petition, con- 
taining such an engagement, as mentioned in this article, 
would answer that purpose ; that preparations were making 
to send over more Troops and Ships, that such a petition 
might prevent their going, especially if a Commissioner 
were proposed ; I was. therefore urged to engage the Colo- 
ny Agents to join wii.h_.me in such a petition. My answer 
was, that no. Agent had any thing to do with the Tea busi- 
ness but those for Massachusetts- Bay, who were, Mr. Bol- 
lan for the Council, myself for the Assembly, and Mr. Lee, 
appointed to succeed me when I _should leave England; 
that the latter, therefore, could hardly yet be considered as 
anAgent;. and that the former was a cautious exact man, 
and not easily persuaded to take steps of such importance 
without instructions or authority ; that therefore if such a 
step were 'to be taken, it would lie chiefly on me to take it; 
that indeed, if there were, as they supposed, a clear proba- 
bility of good to be done by it, I should make no scruple 
of hazarding myself in it ; but I thought the empowering 
a Commissioner to Isuspend the Boston Port Act, was a 
method too dilatory, and a mere suspension would not be 
satisfactory ; that if such an engagement were entered into, 
all the M.assachusettsAs-^ should be immediately repealed. 

They.laid hold of the readiness I had expressed to peti- 
tion on a probability of doing good, applauded it, and urged 
me to draw up a petition immediately. I said it was a' 
matter of importance, and, with their leave, I would take 
home the paper, consider the propositions as they now 

' * Supposed to me,an the Boston Po-t Act. B. F. 



stood, and give them my opinion to-morrow evening. This 
was agreed to, and for that time we parted. 

Weighing now the present dangerous situation of affairs 
in America, and the daily hazard of widening the breach 
there irreparable, I embraced the idea proposed in the 
paper, of sending over a Commissioner, as it migbt lie a 
means of suspending military operations, and bring on a 
treaty, whereby mischief would be prevented, and an 
agreement by degrees be formed [and established ; I also 
concluded to do what had been desired of rue as to the 
engagement, and essayed a draught of a memorial. tP_Lor_f.. 
Dartmouth, for that purpose, simply ; to be signed only by 
myself. As to the sending of a Commissioner, a measure 
which I was desired, likewise to propose, and expre"ss~my 
sentiments of its utility, I apprehended my, colleagues in.. 
the agency might be justly displeased if I tooka itep of 
such .importance without consulting them, and therefore I 
sketched a joint petition to that purpose for them_.to_sign 
with me if they pleased ; but apprehending that would 
meet with difficulty, I drew up a letter. to. Lord Dartmouth, 
containing the same proposition, with. the reasons for it, to 
be sent from me only. I made also upon paper some re- 
marks on the propositions; with some.bints on a' separate- 
paper of further remarks to be made in conversation, when 
we should meet in the evening of the 17th, Copies of 
these papers (except the first, which J do not nn7X.wi.tlL me 
on shipboard) are here placed as follows, viz: 

To the King's Most Excellent MajestyT ' ' " 

The Petition and Memorial ofW. Bqllan, B, Fiunkun'., 
and Arthur Lee, ■-.-■- \--- r - 

Most, humbly sheweth: 

That your Petitioners, being Agents lor several Colonies, 
and deeply affected with the appreTiension of . Impending 
calamities that now threaten your Majesty's subjects in 
America, beg leave to approach your throne, and to sug- 
gest with all humility, their opinion, formed on much atten- 
tive consideration, that if.it should please your Majesty to 
permit and authorize a meeting of Delegates from the dif- 
ferent Provinces, and appoint some person or peffons oY 
dignity and wisdom from this Country, to preside in that 
meeting, or to confer with the. said Delegates, acquaint 
themselves fully with the true grievances; of theXqlqnies, 
and settle the means of composing all dissensions, such 
means to be afterwards ratified by your.. Majesty, iT Found, 
just and suitable; your Petitioners ire persuaded, from 
their thorough knowledge of that Country and People, that 
such a measure might be attended with the most salutary 
effects, prevent much mischief, and restore tbejiarmony 
which so long subsisted, and is so necessary to the prospe- 
rity and happiness of all your Majesty's subjects:in every 
part of your extensive Dominions ; which that Heaven 
may preserve entire to your Majesty and your descendants, 
is the sincere prayer of your Majesty's most dutiful sub- 
jects and servants. 

To the Right Honourable Lord Dartmouth, fyc. : 

My Lord : Being deeply apprehensive of the impend- 
ing calamities that threaten the Nation and its Colonies, 
through the present unhappy dissensions,!, ha.ve attentively 
considered by what possible means. those calamities may 
be prevented. The great importance of a business which 
concerns us all, will, I hope, in some;degree excuse me to 
your Lordship, if I presume unasked to offer my humble 
opinion, that should His Majesty think fit to 'authoriz.e 
Delegates. from the several Provinces. to meet, at such con- 
venient time and place as in Ins wisdom shall seem meet, 
then and there to confer with a Commissioner orComnfis-" 
sioners to be appointed and empowered by His Majesty, 
on the means of establishing a firm and lasting union be- 
tween Britain and the American Provinces,, such a mea- 
sure might be effectual for that purpose. I cannot, there- 
fore, but wish it maybe adopted, as no one can more 
ardently and sincerely desire the general prosperity of the 
British Dominions, than, my Lord, your. LordshipVmost 
obedient, &c, B. Franklin. . 

Remarks on the Propositions. 

Article 1. In consequence of that engagement all the 
Boston and Massachusetts Acts to be suspended, and in ' 
compliance with that engagement to be totally repealed. 
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By this amendment Article 4th will become unneces- 
sary.' 

Articjes 4 and 5. ..The numerous Petitions heretofore 
sent home by the Colony Assemblies, and either refused 
to be received, or received and neglected, or answered 
harshly, and the petitioners rebuked for making them, have, 
I conceive, totally discouraged that method of application, 
and if even their friends were now to propose to them the 
.recurring again to petitioning, such friends would bethought 
to trifle with jlie.m.. , Besides,^ they desire is now before. 
Government, in the Petition of the Congress, and the whole 
or parts may be granted or refused at pleasure. The sense 
of the Colonies cannot he .better obtained by petition from 
different. Colonies, than it is by that general petition. 
" Article 7, "Read, such as they may think necessary. 

Article 11, As it staads, of little importance. The first 
proposition was, that they should be repealed as unjust. But 
theyjnay remain, for they will probably not be executed. 

Even with the amendment proposed above to Article 1, 
I cannot think it stands as it should do, If the object be 
merely the preventing present bloodshed, and the other 
.mischiefs, to fall on that Country in war, it may possibly 
anj.wer_t.hat end ; but if a thorough hearty reconciliation is 
.wished for, all. cause of heart-burning should be removed, 
and strict justice be done on both sides. Thus the Tea 
should not only be paid for on the side of Boston, but the 
damage done to Boston by the Port Act should be repaired, 
becausejt.was done .contrary to the custom of all Nations, 
savage aswell. asj.civilized, of first demanding satisfaction. 

Article 14, The Judges should receive; nothing from the 
■-King; ~ 

"As to the other J.wo. Acts, the Massachusetts must suffer 
all the hazards and mischiefs of war, rather than admit the 
-alteration of theirChffiersand Laws by Parliament. "They 
who .can give Tip - essential liberty to obtain a little tempo- 
rary safety, deserve neither liberty nor safety." 

."'..7- '.:.-.- :.-:'! ■__:■'. -.-.^s. . \. B. FltANKLIN. 

-■■;; ........ - . Hints. 

— I doubt the regulating Duties will not be accepted, 
without enacting them, and having the power of appoint- 
ing the Collectors jn. the Colonies. 

— If we mean a. lrearty reconciliation, we must deal candid- 
ly, and .use no .tricks,. 

; :;Tbe_ Assemblies are many of them in a state of dissolu- 
tion. It will ...require' time to make new elections; then to 
meet and choose Delegates, supposing all could meet. But 
the Assembly of the Massachusetts-Bay cannot act under 

.the new Constitution, nor meet the new Council for that 
purpose, without acknowledging the power of Parliament 
t.o.al.ter their Qh.art.er, which they never will do. The lan- 
guage of the" proposal is, Try on your fetters first , arid then 
if you don't tike them, petition and we will consider. 

' ^Establishing salaries for Judges may be a general law. 
For Governours not.so, the Constitution of Colonies differ- 
ing. It is possible Troops may be sent to particular Pro- 
vinces, to burden them when they are out of favour. 
,.-_ . CftM.arfa,--^We_cannqt endure despotism over any of our 

. fell.QW-subjects. We must. all be free, or none. 

That afternoon I received the following note from Mrs. 
Howe, enclosing another from Lord Howe, viz: 

Mrs. Howe's compliments to Dr. Franklin ; she has 
. just received the enclosed note from Lord Howe, and hopes 
it will be convenient to him to come to her either to-mor- 
row mjSunday, at any hour most convenient to him which 
she begs he will be so good to name. 

Grafton.-§treet, Friday, February 17, 1775., 
- • - . [Enclosed in the foregoing,] 

To the Honourable Mrs. Howe : 
I wish you to procure me an opportunity to see Dr. 
. FrmMin, at your house, to-morrow, or on Sunday morn- 
ing, for. an.je3sent.ial purpose, 

Grafton.Street, FHBay, 4 o'clock. 

Received Friday, 5 o'clock, February 17, 1775. 

I liad not hearcL from his Lordship for some time, and 
readily .answered, that I would do myself the honour of 
Wgiynj upon, him at her house to-morrow at II o'clock. 

Mr. Barclay] Br. __Fothergill, and myself, met according 
to appointment, at the Doctor's house. 1 delivered to them 



the Remarks I had made on the paper, and we talked them 
over. I read, also, the sketches 1 had made of the Peti- 
tions .and Memorials '; but they being of opinion, that the 
repeal of none of the Massachusetts Acts, could be obtain- 
ed .by my engaging to pay for the Tea, the Boston Port 
Act excepted, and I insisting on a repeal of all, otherwise 
declining to make the offer, that measure was deferred for 
the present, and I pocketed my draughts. They conclu- 
ded, however, to report my sentiments, and see if any fur- 
ther concession could be .obtained.. ..They observed, that 
I had signed my.remarks, on which I said, that understand- 
ing by other means as well as from them, that the Minis- 
ters had been acquainted with my being consulted in this 
business, I saw no occasion for further mystery ; and since 
in conveying and receiving through second hands their sen- 
timents and mine, occasioned delay, and might be attended 
with misapprehension, something being Tost or changed by 
mistake. in the conveyance, I did not see .why we ;. should 
not meet, and discuss the points together at once ; that if 
this was thought proper, I should be. willing and ready to 
attend them to the ministerial persons they conferred with. 
They seemed to approve the proposal, and said they would 
mention it. , ,.'" .; ~ '7^77,77.7777 "7.' 7,77 7 „„7 

The next morning" I met Lord Ho we according to i ap- 
pointment. He seemed very cheerfuljTiaying, asT imagine, 
heard from Lord Hyde what that LorZ7nIg¥t Tiave heard 
from Mr. Barclay the evening of the 1 6th, viz: that T had 
consented to petition and engage payment for the Tea; 
whence it. was. hoped, the ministerial terms.of .accommo- 
dation might take place. He let roe know that he vvas 
thought of to be sent Commissioner for settling the differ.-, 
ences in America, adding, with an excess of politeness, that 
sensible of his own unacqnaintedngss with the business, and 
of my.knowledge and abilities, he could not think of under- 
taking it without me ; but with me, The should "tlo it most 
readily; for. he should found his expectation of iuccesson 
my assistance ; he therefore had desired tins meeting to 
know my mind upon a proposition of my going with liim 
in some shape or other, as a friend, an assistant, a secreta- 
ry; that he was very sensible, if .he.. should be so happy as 
to effect any thing valuable, it must be. wholly owing to the 
advice and assistance I should afford him; that he should 
therefore make no scruple of giving me "upoF all occasions 
the full honour of it ; that. he bad declared to tlie Ministers 
his opinion of my good dispositions towards peace, and what 
he now Wished was to be authorized by me to say, that I con- 
sented to accompany him, and wouldio-operate with him 
in the great work of reconciliation ; that 'the Influence .1 had 
over the minds of people in America, was knowrn to be very 
extensive; and that 1 could, if any mwcoinH7prevainvith 
them to comply with reasonable propositions. 7. replied, 
- that I was obliged to his Lordship for the favourable opin- 
ion he had of me, and for the honour he didjme in propo- 
sing to make use of mj assistance; that 1 wished to know 
what propositions were intended for America ; that if They 
were " reasonable ones in themselves, possibly I might fte 
able to make them appear such to my countrymen ; but if 
they were otherwise, I doubted whether that could be done 
by any man, and certainly I should. not undertake it. His 
Lordship then said, that he should not expect my assistance 
without a proper consideration. That the business was of 
great, importance, and if he undertpoVIt, he : should insist 
oh being enabled to make generm$~ and (maple appoint- 
ments for those he took with him, particularly for me; as 
wyell as a firm promise of subsequent rewards; and, said 
he, that the Ministry may have an lopportunity of showing 
their good disposition towards" yourself will you giveme 
leave, Mr. Franklin, to procure; for you previously some, 
mark of it; suppose the payment, here of the arrears of 
your salary as agent for New-England, which I understand 
they have stopped for s.omejfime palfF My Lord, said I, 
I shall deem it a great honour to )be "in i any shape joined 
with your Lordship in so "good ajyork ; but if yon hope 
service from, any influence I 'may" Be "supposed to have, 
drop all thoughts of procuring me. jaiiy-pierrous r favours 
from Ministers ; my accepting themwould destroy the very 
influence you propose to make use__;of; they would be 
considered as so. many bribes to betray the interest of my 
Country: but only let roe see the propositions, and if I 
approve.qf them, I shall not hesitate a Moment, but will 
hold myself ready to accompany your Lordship at an hour's 
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warning. He then said, he wished I would discourse with 
Lord Hyde upon the business, and asked if I had any 
objection to meet his Lordship ? I answered none, not the 
leasj ; that Ihad a great respect for Lord Hyde, and would 
wait upon him whenever he should please to permit it. 
He said he would speak to Lord Hyde, and send me 
word. . . _ . _-.___._.. 

On the Monday following I received a letter from Lord 
Hoive. To understand it better, it is necessary to reflect, 
that in _ the mean time there was opportunity for Mr. Bar- 
clay to communicate to that Nobleman the remarks I, had 
made on the plan, the sight of which had probably changed 
the purpose of making any use of me on the occasion. 
Tlie letter follows :. 

Grafton-Ptreet, February 20, 1775. 

Not having had a convenient opportunity to talk with 
Lord Hyde until this morning, on the subject I mentioned 
when I had, my worthy friend, the pleasure to see you last, 
J now give - you the earliest information of bis Lordship's 
sentiments upon my proposition. 

He declares he has no personal objection, and that he is 
always desirous of the conversation of men of knowledge, 
consequently, in that respect, would have a pleasure in 
yours. Tint he apprehends, that on the present American 
contest, your principles and his, or rather those of Parlia- 
ment, are as yet so wide from each other, that a meeting 
merely. lodiseuss them, might give you unnecessary trouble. 
Should you think otherwise, or should any propitious cir- 
pumstancesapproximate sucli distant sentiments, he would 
W happy to ¥e used as a channel to convey what might 
tend to harmony, from a person of credit to those in power : 
and I will venture to advance, from my knowledge of his 
Lordship's opinion of men and things, that nothing of that 
najure. would suffer in the passage. I am, with a sincere 
regard, your most obedient servant, Howe. 

To Dr. Franklin.'^ _\ 

As I had no desire of obtruding myself upon Lord Hyde, 
though a little piqued at his declining to see me, I thought 
it best ta show a decent indifference, which I endeavoured 
in the following answer : ;; " '..'.' 

Craven-Street, February 20, 1775. 

Having nothing to offer on the American business, in 
addition to what Lord Hyde is already acquainted with 
from the papers that have passed,' it seems most respectful 
not to give _his_ Lordship the trouble of a visit ; since a 
mere discussion of the sentiments contained in those pa- 
pers is not, in his opinio^ likely to produce any good 
effect.. I am. thankful, however, to his Lordship, for the 
permission of ^waiting on him, which I shall use if any 
thing occurs that inay give a chance of utility in such an 
interview..; _"_:: :':;. 

With sincere" esteem and respect, I have the honour to 
be, my Lord, your. Lordship's most obedient humble ser- 
vant, ...V ....„' 1... ,-:.: : '". '.::'. B.Franklin. 

Lord .Howe. ■■■-■■ 

On the morning oTthe same day, February 20, it was 
currently and industriously reported all over the Town, 
that Lord North would that day make a pacifick motion in 
the House of Conrmons, for healing all differences between 
Britain md_ America. The House was accordingly very 
full, and the members full of expectation. The Bedford 
party, mimical to America, and who had urged severe 
measures, were alarmed, and_ began to exclaim against the 
Minister for his timidity, and the fluctuation of his politicks ; 
they even began lo count \oices, to see if they could not, 
by negativing his motion, at once unhorse him, and throw 
him out of Admini-tiation. His friends were therefore 
alarmed foi him, and there was much caballing and whis- 
pering. At length amotion, as one had been promised, was 
made, but whet]ier;that originally intended, is with me very 
douhtful: I. suspect, from its imperfect composition, from its 
inadequateness Xo answeT the purpose previously professed, 
and from, some 7 other circumstances, that when first drawn 
it contained more of Mr. Barclay's plan, but was curtailed 
by advice, just before it was delivered. My old proposi- 
tion of giving up the regulating duties to the Colonies, was 
in part to be found.. in it, and many who knew nothing of 
that transaction, said it was the best part of the motion : it 
was as follows : 



Lord North's Motion, February 20, 1775. 

" That it is the opinion of this Committee, that when 
the Governour, Council, and Assembly, orTJeneral Court 
of His Majesty's Provinces or Colonies, shall propose to 
make provision according to their respective conditions, 
circumstances, and situations, for contributing their propor- 
tion to the common defence ; such proportion to be raised 
under the authority of the General Court, or General As- 
sembly of such Province or Colony, and disposable by 
Parliament ; and shall engage to make provision also for 
the support of the Civil Government, and the administra- . 
tion of justice in such Province or Colony, it will be proper 
if such proposal shairbe approved by His Majesty in Par- 
liament, and lor so long as such provision shall be made_ 
accordingly, to forbear in respect of siickJProvince or Col- 
ony, to levy any duties, tax, or assessment, or to impose 
any further duty, tax, or assessment, except only such 
duties as it may be expedient to impose for the regulation 
of Commerce ; the net produce of jhe_. duties last men- 
tioned, to be carried to the account, of : .sucb Province, 
Colony, or Plantation exclusively." 

After a good deal of vvild debate, in which, this motion : 
was supported upon various and inconsistent principles by 
the ministerial people, and even met with an opposition 
from some of them, which showed a want of concert, pro- 
bably from the suddenness of the alterations above supposed, 
they all agreed at length, as usual, in voting it by a large 
majority. Hearing nothing all the following week from"" 
Messrs. Barclay and Fothergill. (except that Lord Hyde',' 
when acquainted with my willingness to engage for pay-" 
ment of the Tea, had said it gave him new life,) nor any 
thing from Lord Howe, I mentioned his silence occasionally 
to his sister, adding, that I supposed it owing to his" finding 
what he had proposed to me was not likely to take place ; 
and I wished her to desire him, if that jyag the case, to let 
me know it by a line, that I might be at liberty to take other 
measures. She did so as soon, as .jjej returned from the__ 
country, where he had been for a day or two ; and I 
received. from her the following note; viz":"" "" ".""'' ". 

Mrs. Howe's compliments to Doctor • FranMin: Lord, 
Howe not quite understanding the message. receiveil from 
her, will be glad to have the pleasnreof seeing him, either, 
between twelve and one this morning, (the only hour he 
is at liberty this day,) at her house, or at any hour to-mor-,, 
row most convenient to him. - - - ~ L - L ;:.:i:_- . 
Grafton-Street, Tuesday. - 

I met his Lordship at the hour appointed. He said t!iat_ 
he had not seen me lately, as he expected daily to have;, 
something more material to say to me than had yet occurred..; 
and hoped that ] would have called ^on Xord _ Hyde, as I 
had intimated I should do when I apprehended it might be . 
useful, which he was sorry to find I had not done. That 
there was something in my verbal message by Mrs. Howe,' 
which perhaps she had apprehended imperfectly,' it was 
the hint of my purpose to take other measoreFr;;. I_ an- 
swered, that, having since I had last seen liijjjojdship 
heard of the death of my wife at PMfaJfelphia, in whose;; 
hands 1 had left the care of my affairs there, it was become' 
necessary for me to return thither nooon as com r ¥rif|ntJy 
might be; that what his Lordship bad proposed, of my 
accompanying him to America, might, if likely to. take-, 
place, postpone my voyage to suit biscon.venierrcy70the.r_-; 
wise, I should proceed by the first. ship. That I did 
suppose, by not hearing from him, and by Lord "North's 
motion, all thoughts of that kind were laid aside, which was 
what 1 only desired to know from him. _ He said, my last 
paper of remarks by Mr. Barclay, whe_rein__[ had ma.de . 
the indemnification of Boston for the ^injury of stopping its 
Port, a condition of my engaging to pay for the__Tea, (a 
condition impossible to be complied with,) had discouraged 
further proceeding on that idea. Having a copy of that 
paper in my pocket, I showed his Lordship that I Jbad pro- 
posed no such condition of my engagement, nor any other 
than the repeal of all the MassachiisettsAcXsi ..that. what 
followed relating to. the indemnification was only expressing 
my private opinion that it would be just, but by no means 
insisting upon it. He said the arran^erji'fefiLs ffieropt yet 
determined on ; that as I now explained myself, it appeared 
I had been much misapprehended ; and he wished of all 
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/tilings I would see Lord Hyde, and asked if I would choose 
to meet jTirajbere^, at Mrs. Hoive's, or that lie should call 
upon me: I said that I would By no means" give Lord 
.-Hyde that trouble. That since he (Lord Howe) seemed 
Jo think it might be of use, and wished it done soon, I 
V.wpuld wait upon Lord Hyde: I knew him to be an early 
riser, and would be with him al.eight o'clock the next morn- 
ing ; which Lord Howe undertook to acquaint him with : . 
.but I added, that from what .circumstances I could collect. 
. ; of. the disposition of Ministry, I apprehended .my visit 
; ;woul<j [answer no material purpose. He was of a different 
"op'rnroii, to which I submitted. _ . " 
::.:z:.:The; next, morning, March 1st, I accordingly w'as.eaiiy 
with \jOvA_Hyde, who received me with his usual polite- 
■ness. We talked over a great part of the dispute between 
.;;the Countries. I found him ready with all the newspaper 
"" jfnd pamphlet topieks, of the expense of settling our Co- 
lonies, the protection afforded them, the heavy debt under 
\^v;h\c\\ Britain laboured, the equity of our contributing to 
^s alleviation ; jiiatjirany people in England were no more 
/represented than we were, yet all .were taxed and governed 
•"bj- Parliament, &c, &.e. I". answered all, but with little 
'Reflect j for though his Lordship seemed, civilly to hear what 
■tl said, I had reason to believe he attended very little to the 

purport of it, his mi'nd.heing employed the^wliile in think- 

:r iiig^oir _ what he himself. purposed to say next. . He bad 
:-'. hoped, he said, that Lord North's m otiorr "would have, been 
^satisfactory; and asked what, could., be objected to it. 1 
'""replied, the terms of it were, that we should grant mohey 
till Paiiiam.en.^_ad_ agreed we had given enough, without 
. '^hav]nj^tlieTeasTshafe_rir judging of the propriety of the mea- 
sure for which .it was to he granted, or of our own abilities 
Jo grant ; that thes^Tgrants were.ajso to be made under a 
,': threat oJ^xercjsin> a .claimed right of taxing us at "plea- 
iStire, ioxd_compeiling such taxes by an armed force, if we 
did not give till it should be thought we had given enough ; 
-■- tliat jhe proposition was similar to. ftp mpc|e of .obtaining 
-' :_aipVfhaJ_j3 yer existed," except that of a highwayman, who 
presents his pistol at a. coach. window, demanding no; spe- 
cifiskisum, but if you will give all your money, or what he 
.isrpleased to think sufficient, he will civilly omit putting 
Hiis own band.ijito your pockets :jf not, there, is his pistol: 
AhaiUjiLmpde of raising contributions in an enemy's coun- 
" try wrrsr fairer than this, since there an. explicit sum was 
rrdemaj ided, and the people who were raising .it knew: what 
:::_they wire; .about, and.. when... they should ...have done;: „and 
"-"that, in short, no free people could ever thip.li. of beginning 
" to '"grant upon" such terms :, that, besides, a pew dispute 
^bad.riow. been raised, by the. Parliament's pretending to a 
;:: powerof altering our Charters.and establisbedLaws, which 
;;.^\vp^Qf_si3Iiry3.Le^jmportance..to. us than their.,claim of iax,- 
'/ji'tTon^'as itset us all adrift, and left. us_ without a privilege 
. We cpuld^depend upon, but at their pleasure"; this, was a, 
;;_sTtnapgi wj^cpuhj riot possibly be in, and as Lord North's 
""proposition Tiad_ no .relation tpJhls , mitjer, if the other had 
'■_ bgiipurh js.yyj'cpul.d liaye agreed _ to, Jye . should .stil) be 
"Jar jrj aroji cjncillajgn. His Lqrdsfijp thought I misun- 
:; derstoTJa 1 the proposition; on." which .. I. toqk.it; put. and read 
-_ it : lLejh£n_waiye_d that..poini, and said, he .should be glad 
is T to knpjv from jme what would produce a reconciliation. I 
"said that his Lordship, I imagined, had seen several propo- 
/sals.of.mjne for that purpose. He said he had ; but some 
: of my~articles .were such aswpuld never be agreed to: that 
it was apprehended I had se^'eral, instructions and powers 
10 offer more appe"p"table terms, but was extremely reserved, 
'. ajidperhaps from a_ desire he did.npt blame, of doing better 
for my constituents; but my expectations might deceiye.me, 
and he/dTdjhink, I might be. assured, 1 should, never obtain 
better ter ms than what were now offered by Lord North; 
that Administration had .a sincere desire of.irestqringliar- 
mony with America, and.it was ibought if Tj/would .co-op- 
erate" with them the busineBSWOuld. be.easy : that he hoped 
I wa 5 aboye .retaining resentiratit against them, for what 
nobody now approved, and for which .satisfactio_n .might be 
made me: jliat. J., was, as : he,;.i!;n,derstop,d, Tn high esteem 
among the Americans; that if I ..would bring about a 
leconcihation. oil lerms suitable to the dignity of Govern-, 
ment, I might be as highly and generally esteemed here, 
and be lionouredand rewarded perhaps beyond my eicpect- 

ation. 

I replied, that I thought I had given a convincing proof. 



of my sincere desjreof promoting peace, when, on being 
informed. t.hat_al! waptedfor the hpnr^m^of Government was 
to obtain payment. for the Tea, I offered, without any in- 
struction to warrant my so doing, or assurance that I should 
be reimbursed, or my conduct approved, to engage for that 
payment, if the Massachusetts ..Acts were to be repealed ; 
an engagement, in which I must.haye risked my whole 
fortune, which I thought few besides me would have done. 
.That, in truth, private resentments had no weight with me 
in publick business; that l.was not the L_reseryed man im- 
agined, having really no secret .instructions 1 to act upon. 
ThatT was certainly willing to do every thing that could 
reasonably be expected of me. _ But if any supposed I 
could prevail with my country men. to take black for white, 
and wrong for right, it was not knowing either them or me ; 
they were not capable of being so imposed on, nor was 1 
capable of attempting it. He then asked my opinion .of 
sending over a Commissiprier, for the purpose mentioned 
in a preceding part of this account, arid my answer was to 
the same t effect. By the way, I apprehend that to give 
me an opportunity of discoursing with Lord Hyde on that 
point, was a principal motive with Lord JJowefpr. urging 
me to. make this visit. His, Lordship did not express his 
own sentiments upon it. " . And. thus ejidedjh is cpnyersatiQn . 
Three or four days after, 1 received. the following note 
from Mrs. Ilozve : .. ..... , ,„ _:. *;.^. l._. .^. : 

"Mrs. Howe's, compliments tolDr^ FmnjkUn ; Lord 
Howe begs to have the pleasure of meeting him once more 
before he goes, at her house ; he is at present out. of Town, 
but returns on Monday, and any day or hour after that, 
that. .the. Docpr^willriame, he will be very glad to attend 
him. _ _■'; ;; "^.^ZLllZS^SlZ^ " : "-" "- : -" ""■ 

" Grafton-Street. Saturday. March 4~&"5. H " 

I ansueied that 1 would do myself the honour of wait- 
ing on Loid Howt at her house the Tuesday following, at 
eleven o'clock. We met accordingly. He began, by say- 
ing, that I had been a better prophet than himself, in fore- 
seeing that my interview with Lord Hyde would be of no 
great use; and then said that he hoped I w 7 ould. excuse the 
Trouble he had given me, as his. intentions: had been good 
both towards me and the, publick.. He was;sorrv that at _ 
present there was np uppeaTance p.f things going into the 
train he had wished, but thaj possibly they might yet take 
a more favourable turn ;and.ashe/u^ersjo_od_.L was going 
soon Jo America, if he should cha_nce to beient thither on 
that important business, he hoped heimight stillexpect niy 
assistance. I assured hirnjoLmy readiness at all tjm.es of 
co-operating with him in so good a work ; and .so. taking my 
leave, and receiving his good wishes, endedihe negotiation 
whli Tird Howe. ■And.'^ r ^]e4rd_n^.mof^.sf,^m{;_.w^tli 
Messrs, FothergiU ancf Barclay. T couTdonly gatFer from 
some. hints iri their conyersa.tion; L that neitherof ^.them were . 
well pleased with the conduct of. the Mmisjere.. respecting 
these,, transactions; and a few„d|ys" before I left London, I 
met. them, by their desire, at the Bjpctpr!s. iimrse, when 
they desired me tp assure; jhg ^jr ^ign^sJroiTiJhe.m^that it 
wasjipw their fixed ppiniofi, that nothing cpidd. secure ..the 
privileges of America, but "r'rirm, ^oher adherenceto the 
terms of the Asspciatipn rn^Pjohe^Cprjgress, ^^ and that 
the salvatiottof English liberty depended how.pn the per- 
severance and virtue pLAmerica. -ri _ ,..„.-.;;.-...%-„„ 

'.During the whole, my time; was pfjjerwis^much taken 
up, by friends calling continually to inquire news, from 
America ; mernbprs of ^ botb Hgu^s^pf^irjkirnent, to in- _ 
form ;mp; what passed in the.Hous.es, and discourse withupe 
on the debates, and on mpjipps jnarle or. tpl^jmade ; meT- ; 
chants ;. .of London, ahH . of. the„gajBri3C.turjng and port 
towns ; ;dri their petitions ; the Quakers upon" tTieirs, ^c., 
fee. ; so that I had no time KJake_ngtes_ jp£ almost .any 
thing. This account ^^ istherefpj^cliieffy fromlrecQllectron, 
in "which dpubtless mnch,,mu|t.JiaTC^frr^djted, from 
deficiency of merrrory ; but what Therels I,beTiej?e _tp.be 
pretty exact, except that discoursing with_^Q_majiy differ- 
ent persons about the ,same_ timB, on; the samp;; subject, T 
muy possibly have put down spmP^jliings .as isaidijyiDf to 
oijejief son, which passed in conversation whh another. A 
little before I left Lgndon, being" at the House of Lords, 
vvhe'n a debate in; which Lord £^amdeii u wastp speak, and. 
who. indeed spoke admirably on American affairs, I was 
much disgusted, from the ministerial side, by many base 
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reflections on American courage, religion, understanding, 
&tc, in which. we were treated with the utmost contempt, 
as the lowest of mankind, and almost of a different species 
from the English of Britain; but particularly the Ameri- 
can honesty was abused by some of the Lords, who assert- 
ed that we were all knaves, and wanted only, by this dis- 
pute, to avoid paying our debts. That if we had any sense 
of equity or justice, we should offer payment of the Tea, 
&c. 1 went home somewhat irritated and heated ; and 
partly to retort upon this Nation, on the article of equity, 
drew up a memorial to present to Lord Dartmouth before 
my departure ; but consulting my friend, Mr. Thomas 
Walpole, upon it, who is a member of the House of Com- 
mons, he looked at it and at me several times alternately, 
as if he apprehended me a little out of my senses. As I 
was in the hurry of packing up, I requested him to take 
the trouble of showing it to his neighbour, Lord Camden, 
and ask his advice upon it, which he kindly undertook to 
do ; and returned it me with a note, which here follows the 
proposed memorial : 

To the Right Honourable the Earl of Dartmouth, one 
of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State. 

A Memorial of Benjamin Franklin, Agent of the Prov- 
ince of Massachusetts-Bay. 
Whereas an injury done, can only give the party injured 
a right to full reparation, or, in case that be refused, a right 
to return an equal injury ; and whereas the blockade of 
Boston, now continued nine months, hath, every week of 
its continuance, done damage to that Town equal to what 
was suffered there by the India Company, it follows that 
such exceeding damage is an injury done by this Govern- 
ment, for which reparation ought to be made. And where- 
as reparation of injuries ought always (agreeably to the 
custom of all Nations^ savage as well as civilized) to be 
first required before satisfaction is taken by a return of 
damage to the aggressors, which was not done by Great 
Britain in the instance above-mentioned, I, the under- 
written, do therefore, as their agent, in the behalf of my 
Country and the Town of Boston, protest against the con- 
tinuance of the said blockade; and 1 do hereby solemnly 
demand satisfaction for the accumulated injury done them, 
beyond the value of the India Company's Tea destroyed. 
And whereas the conquest of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
the coasts of Labrador and Nova-Scotia, and the Fisheries 
possessed by the French there and on the Banks of New- 
foundland, so far as they were more extended than at pre- 
sent, was made by the joint forces of Britain and the 
Colonies, (the latter having nearly an equal number of men 
^' : in that service with the former.) it follows that the Colonies 
have an equitable and just right to participate in the advan- 
tage of those Fisheries: I do therefore, in the behalf of the 
Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, protest against the Act 
now under consideration in Parliament for depriving that 
Province, with others, of that Fishery, (on pretence of 
their refusing to purchase British commodities,) as an Act 
highly unjust and injurious. And I give notice, that satis- 
faction will probably one day be demanded for all the inju- 
ry that may be done and suffered in the execution of such 
Act ; and that the injustice of the proceeding is likely to 
give such umbrage to all tile Colonies, that in no future 
war,'wherein other conquests may be meditated, either a 
man or a shilling will be obtained from any of them to aid 
such conquests, till full satisfaction be made as aforesaid. 

B. Franklin. 
Given in "London,' this 16th day of March, 1775. 

To Dr. Franklin: 

Dear Sir: I return you the memorial, which it is 
thought might be attended with dangerous consequences to 
your person, and contribute to exasperate the Nation. 

I heartily wish you a prosperous voyage, a long health, 
and am, with the sincerest regard, your most faithful and 
obedient servant, Thomas Walpole. 

Lincoln's Inn Fields, lGth March, 1775. 

Mr. Walpole called at my house the next day, and hear- 
ing 1 was gone to the House of Lords, came there to me, 
and repeated more fully what was in his note ; adding, that 
it was thought my having no instructions directing me to 
deliver such a protest, would make it appear still more 
unjustifiable, and be deemed a national affront. I had no 
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desire to make matters worse, and, being grown cooler, took 
the advice so kindly given me. 

The evening before I left London I received a note from 
Dr. Fothergill, with some letters to his friends in Phila- 
delphia. In that note he desires me to get those friends, 
" and two or three more together, and inform them, that 
whatever specious pretences are offered, they are all hol- 
low ; and that to get a larger field on which to fatten a herd 
of worthless parasites, is air that is regarded. Perhaps it 
may be proper to acquaint them with David Barclay's and 
our united endeavours, and the effects. They will stun at 
least, if not convince, the most worthy that nothing very 
favourable is intended, if more unfavourable articles cannot 
be obtained." The Doctor, in the course of his daily visits 
among the great, in the practice of his profession, had full 
opportunity of being acquainted with their sentiments, the 
conversation every where turning upon the subject of 
America. 



DR. WHEELOCK TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Dartmouth College, March 22, 1775. 

Much Honoured Sir: I wrote you a few days ago 
by a stranger belonging to Simsbury, but fearing it may- 
have miscarried, and not knowing but the contents may be 
of importance to the Colonies, as they appear to be to us 
in these frontiers, I don't seem to be excusable unless I 
have assurance that you are availed of the matter, and 
therefore trouble you with this line by my bookkeeper, Mr. 
Storrs. 

Your honour w r ell understands what a feeble, defenceless 
state this Seminary and all these frontier Towns are in ; 
how near to the Canadians, and what an easy prey we 
may be to such a Northern army of Savages, &c, as we 
are threatened with. 

We hear of preparations making for an invasion, and 
that some of the Warriours among the Indians were in high 
spirits to engage on the one side or the other in the present 
controversy ; and if they shall not be secured in our inte- 
rests they will likely join on the other side. 

I have hitherto been secure and easy, as I have some of 
their children, from the most respectable tribes in Canada, 
whom I consider as hostages, and trust they will send for 
them before they will proceed to hostilities towards us. 

I have also (notwithstanding my means of. supporting 
the expense from abroad are wholly stopped) thought the 
importance of the case to be so great, that I have sent Mr. 
James Dean, a young gentleman of the most excellent and 
thorough accomplishments for the purpose, to itinerate as 
Missionary among those tribes this spring, for a few months, 
to strengthen that friendship and cultivate that acquaint- 
ance which has lately commenced between those tribes 
and this school; and to bring more of those boys hither 
with him if he can — among whom 1 expect the young 
Sachem, who was lately elected and crowned at Caghna- 
ivaga, (and who is a descendant from captivated parents,) 
as his father, who was here twelve months ago to visit his 
little son, who is with me, promised to send him as soon as 
certain rites, customary to ratify and publish such election 
and investiture, should be performed. I look upon this 
connection and friendship lately commenced between us 
and them to be at present our surest bulwark against an 
invasion, if it should be attempted. 

Mr. Dean is thorough master of the languages of the 
Six Nations, and can also speak the Huron language. He 
is a young gentleman of learning, virtue, and great pru- 
dence ; was early naturalized among the Indians; well 
understands their customs ; is much esteemed, by them as 
an orator, and has great interest in their affections, and is, 
in my opinion, the fittest man I know on earth to be em- 
ployed, if there should be occasion for one among the 
Western and Northern Tribes. He was of opinion (though 
he had no thought of its being mentioned) that it would 
likely be in his power, if he should be properly encouraged 
and authorized thereto, to attach all the Six Nations firmly 
to the interest of these Colonies ; and I don't think he 
misjudged his ability or influence for that purpose. What 
I have wrote you will naturally understand, to have been 
only from a principle of self-preservation, and it will be in- 
jurious to me and the cause which is my object if it should 
be represented as militating against the Crow 7 n. 
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With confidence in your prudence and friendship, and 
with much respect and esteem, your honour's most obedi- 
ent and very humble servant, 

Eleazar Wheelock. 

I expect Mr. Dean here in May. 



LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN NEW-YORK, DATED BOSTON, 
MARCH 22, 1775. 

We are still without any of your favours, we suppose 
for the same reason as was mentioned in our last. Since 
the Army have found that the season is past for nature's 
forming a bridge from hence, they become abusive and 
insulting'. They are now finishing their fortifications on 
the Neck, by picketing on each side. We propose to give 
you an account of the manoeuvres of our adversaries as 
they nTay~occnr. 

The 16th instant, (being recommended by the Provin- 
cial Congress to be observed as a day of fasting and 
prayer ;) on the morning of this day the society at the west 
end of Boston were greatly disturbed by a party of Officers 
and Soldiers of the Fourth, or King's own Regiment. 
When the people were assembling, they brought two 
marquee tents, and pitched them within about ten yards 
of the meeting-house; then, sent for three drums and three 
fifes, and kept them beating and playing till service was 
over ; Colonel Maddison was present part of the time. 

17th. In the evenjng Colonel Hancock's elegant seat, 
situate near the Common, was attacked by a number of 
Officers, who, with their swords, cut and hacked the fence 
before his house in a most scandalous manner, and behaved 
very abusively, by breaking people's windows, and insult- 
ing almost every person they met. 

18th. The Neck Guard seized 13,425 musket car- 
tridges with ball, (we suppose through the information of 
some dirty scoundrel, of which we now have many among 
us,) and about three hundred pounds of ball, which they 
were carrying into the country ; this was private property. 
The owner applied to the General first, but he absolutely 
refused to deliver it. They abused the teamster very 
much, and run a bayonet into his neck. The same even- 
ing a number of Officers, heated with liquor, (as is said,) 
with drawn swords, ran through the streets, like what they 
really were, madmen, cutting every one they met ; the 
stage coach just arrived from Providence passing by, they 
attacked it, broke the glass, and abused the passengers ; 
the driver, being a smart fellow, pimped off his seat, 
caught one of them, (Captain Gore, of the Fifth,) and 
some blows passed ; when the Officer retired, not much to 
his credit. 

19th. Colonel Hancock was again much insulted by a 
number of inferiour Officers and Privates, who entered his 
enclosures, and refused to retire after his requesting them, 
so tn do, telling him that his house, stables, Sic, would 
soon be theirs, and then they would da as they pleased. 
However, on his application to the General, he immedi- 
ately sent one of his Aids-de-Camp to the Officer of the 
Guard, at the bottom of the Common, to seize any Officer 
or Private who should molest Colonel Hancock or any in- 
habitant in their lawful calling. Yours, &c. 



TO JOHN DICKINSON, ESQ.UIRE, 

One of the reputed Authors of the Pennsylvania Farm- 
er's Letters, published on occasion of the American 
Revenue Acts, in Mr. Grenville's Administration. 

New- York, March 23, 1775. 

Sir: I. live at least two hundred and twenty miles from 
Philadelphia, and am frequently a fortnight without re- 
ceiving a Newspaper. That happens to be the ease at 
present, as I have only just now read the Resolves of your 
Convention.* This letter, Sir, shall be publick, only be- 
cause the people of Pennsylvania are taught to believe the 
author of the Farmer's Letters is infallible. Nasce te 
ipsum, is the advice of a wise man, and as difficult to be 
attained by some, as to be translated by others. I am a 
plain, honest man, Sir, who never received a favour from 
the hand of power. My composition is simple, and easily 
defined. I have been at a great deal of pains to learn the 
true character of Mr. Dickinson; have asked it repeatedly 
* January 23 to 28, 1775. 



from Whig and Tory ; -and as I know myself to be void of 
prejudice on account of difference in opinion, will take the 
liberty to mention what I have been able to discover. You 
are a gentleman of good natural understanding, great read- 
ing, arid engaging address. You early found yourself pos- 
sessed of knowledge, and the means by which you first ob- 
tained popularity were in many instances laudable. But 
the praises of the multitude are dangerous, even to a virtu- 
ous man; they gain his confidence by their applause, and 
feed the innocent vanity of theliuman mind, until he at last 
surrenders up his judgment, joins in the popular errour, 
and finds, when too late, he was wedded to his wo. If I 
am rightly informed, Sir, (and my authority is not bad,) you 
are worth at least Forty Thousand Pounds Sterling ; en- 
tertain elegantly, as often as your constitution will admit 
of; and are blest with as sweet a tongue as ever delivered 
the language of profusion ; a lawyer, too. I wish I had 
forgot that circumstance ; ignorance of the laws might plead 
in mitigation of the breach of them ; but how are we to 
account for the late conduct of the highly lettered, the ac- 
complished Mr. Dickinson ? In your Farmer's Letters, 
you breathe the gentle accents of order and decorum; you 
positively pronounce that the King is the ruling power, in 
whom is justly vested the regulations of Trade, &c. You 
wrote then, Sir, as if you thought your Country injured; I 
am sorry to say you now act as if you repented of proprie- 
ty. I have not those Letters by me at present, but I read 
them as they came out, with great attention. I was told 
the author was a young man, who loved, like other men 
of abilities, to be known and admired ; and notwithstand- 
ing I perceived many sentiments calculated to feed the 
popular appetite, yet almost every line told the admiring 
reader they were the production of a gentleman. Now T , 
Sir, let me request of you to turn over once more those 
leaves of genius; compare your words at that time with 
your present actions ; though much you are altered, you 
cannot read those papers without recollecting what you 
were; and I think that modesty which marks your charac- 
ter, must make you blush for what you are. I perfectly 
remember your asserting the dependance of the Colonies 
on Great Britain in the most positive terms, and you have 
now set your seal to a resolution of taking up arms against 
your Sovereign, unless King, Lords, and Commons re- 
linquish their claim to the very privileges which, seven 
years ago, you spent whole pages in defending their right 
to. It is true that mad resolve contains a proviso ; but per- 
mit me to assure you, it would have done your understand- 
ing more honour to have omitted it. What ! deliver a 
petition to the greatest monarch on earth with one hand, 
and hold a sword in the other, with a paper on the point of 
it, containing the following words : " If you do not give up 
your legal authority over the Colonies, we will break off 
all connexion with you, and, by withholding certain arti- 
cles, we will drive Great Britain, Ireland, and the West- 
Indies into such convulsions, as will shake your Throne, 
and enable us to command our own terms." I appeal to 
your heart, is not this a fair representation ? The best and 
most sensible men are often easy and unsuspecting, and 
(pardon the expression) too often the dupes of aspiring vil- 
lany. It is difficult to write on this subject, without trans- 
gressing the bounds of delicacy. Your private character, 
Sir. is amiable, and incapable of deliberate errour; so that 
the censure which your political one justly merits, ought to 
be tenderly and politely administered. This I have endea- 
voured to observe, notwithstanding truth frequently loses 
its weight when destitute of severity. Is it possible, Sir, 
that a man of your penetration should expect or wish that 
Great Britain should be bullied into abject submission ? 
My hand trembles at the next sentence. If you love or 
honour her, your prayers now are, that every resolve of 
the Congress (except to keep sheep to a proper age) may 
he treated with the utmost contempt ; if you do not love 
Tier, I am sorry for it. You have too much sense to join 
in the idle opinion which some have adopted, that to obtain 
enough, you must demand too much. You are a man of 
spirit, I dare say, and I beg leave to ask, if you had been 
so unfortunate as to offend a gentleman, and o ffere d to make 
an apology, would you submijLto acknowledge yourself a 
fool or a coward ? Inexpediency anjTrTght are two differ- 
ent things ; but if Parliament thought proper to relax, it 
would be very immaterial jto the .Colonies through which 
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channel they enjoyed the blessings of peace. But, alas ! 
Peace, with all her loveliness, has few admirers. Sedition, 
that battered hag, steps forth with all the frippery of delu- 
sive tinsel — the admiring crowd pursue with eager eyes — 
to all she promises the wished event. " Fear not, my faith- 
ful sons, my bold Republicans, the time draws nigh when 
honours shall be dealt out with a liberal hand ; my spiritual 
agents in New- England shall roll in. chariots; my favourite 
Adams shall be head of their mightinesses ; the name of 
King shall not be known among us ; our Troops shall be 
commanded by the famous wanderer, Lee; and you, Mr. 
Dickinson, shall be Prime Council to the States General," 
Whether you believe this or not, I will be answerable it is 
the creed of your morning star in Market-Street, and of 
your new puritanick relation, Charles Thomson, who 
grins horribly on all a ghastly smile. 

Now, Sir, permit a man who has been an eye witness to 
the unhappy consequences of one rebellion, to warn you of 
impending misery. You are too well acquainted with the 
human heart not to know that an English Senator is as 
capable of resenting an injury, as any member of the Grand 
Continental Congress. Consider, Sir, when the people of 
England speak, it comes from the mouths of cannon, back- 
ed by men whose approved courage and ardour have ren- 
dered them the terrour of tho;e enemies, a few of whom 
(were it not for the protection of Old England last war) 
would have laid your estates, as well as those of your neigh- 
bours, under heavy contributions. 

I am at a loss what name to give your boasted intentions 
of wounding the commercial interest of Great Britain. 
If you really mean what you say, it is the grossest infatua- 
tion. The Island of Teneriffe might, with as great a 
prospect of success, threaten to ruin Willing and Morris, 
by not trading with them, when every other corner of the 
habitable globe pants for their correspondence. 

Let an old man entreat you, Sir, to consider the people 
who look to you ; the lower order of men in Pennsylvania 
are as bigoted to you, as the deluded papists to their Priests 
in Ireland. 

Our gracious Sovereign, ever watchful over the lives and 
happiness of his subjects, has made choice of a man, whose 
persevering humanity and unshaken steadiness in the dis- 
charge of his present complicated and important command, 
reflect the highest honour on the judgment of his master, 
and will stand unparalleled in the records of merit. And 
would you, Sir, wish to counteract the godlike work of pre- 
venting bloodshed in the Colonies, and a disgraceful sub- 
mission on the part of the Mother Country ? Figure to 
yourself the sword unsheathed ; a soldiery (who knows no 
stop) let loose at men, women, and children, with the word 
rebellion ringing in their ears ; and to complete the dread- 
ful picture, the Lords of the Ocean thundering the resent- 
ment of the British Nation through your houses and the 
cradles of your guiltless offspring. This, Sir, is not chi- 
merical; I believe the probability of it as much as I do 
proofs of Holy Writ. From your private character, I sup- 
pose there is no man who would more readily dry up the 
tears of the widow, and pour balm into the wounds of the 
infant ; but remember, Sir, if you are a principal in pro- 
moting them, your good offices will be considered as a 
death-bed repentance. Senex. 



TO THE COMMITTEE OF INSPECTION FOR THE CITY AND 
COUNTY OF NEW-YORK. 

New- York, March 23, 1775. 

Gentlemen : While the late Committee of fifty-one 
acted as a Committee of Correspondence for the City, the 
generality of its inhabitants, particularly the most sensible 
and judicious part of them, were happy in reposing the 
trust with so respectable a body, composed as it was of the 
principal citizens; but when the present Committee was 
formed out. of the ruins, as I may say, of the old CommiF 
tee, was there a cool, considerate man among us who did 
not forebode, evil? 

It has been remarked, that we have but one Press in 
this Colony which has been at all times strictly impartial. 
Now an jjrrpartial Press is observed, for reasons best known 
to themselves, to be extremely obnoxious to a certain par- 
ty ; they have not Tailed to persecute their supporters in all 
parts of Americ a. An d that we have had our share of the 



same persecuting spirit, may be seen in the Republican 
Resolves at and near Elizabethtown- — Resolves that are 
subversive of the very idea of freedom. You, gentlemen, 
who compose our City Committee, to show that you are as 
highly seasoned with the old leaven, seem only to have 
waited for an opportunity of playing the same game ; and 
before the occasion could well be said to have arrived,* 
you greedily descend, like a hawk upon his prey, and seize 
the poor Printer in your talons ; meanly condescending to 
be the echo of little, piddling, Country Committees. But 
let me caution you to beware how you tread upon this hal- 
lowed ground, lest, instead of the Printer's, you work your 
own downfall. 

The liberty of the Press is a sacred privilege ; it is the 
only means in the hands of the people, that can be safely 
used to check the growth of arbitrary power. Should those 
who have fixed themselves as sentinels upon the watch- 
tower of liberty, to give notice of all invaders, be the first 
to curtail this darling immunity, will it not give the people 
cause to suspect that they themselves are about to establish 
a power more arbitrary and tyrannical than any thing we 
have hitherto complained of? Will not a severe reprehen- 
sion for what can be scarcely called a crime in a Printer, 
= corning from a quarter that could have been the least sus- 
pected, raise alarming apprehensions in the minds of their 
fellow-citizens ? The lenour of your publication speaks for 
itself, and needs no comment ; it does not appear as barely 
intended to rectify the errours of the Press, but it breathes 
a spirit of intimidation towards the Printer. Were I to put 
the same sentiment into plainer language, I should translate 
it thus : " Beware, Mr. Printer, we, the Grand Committee 
of New -York, are not to be trifled with ! Ours is a sacred 
body ! and must not be made the sport of Printers or their 
devils. Abuse the Parliament as much as you list,' glut 
your spleen upon the House of Assembly, but come not 
within the verge of our jurisdiction, at your utmost peril." 

In your eagerness to censure the Printer, you forgot to 
inform us what you had done ; we are only told what you 
have not done, but are left in the dark as to the foundation 
for the report in question, though it is still believed that 
something passed in your Committee respecting the nomi- 
nation or election of Delegates, but what this was is artfully 
concealed from us. 

If you are afraid of your conduct being misrepresented, 
why are not your proceedings published? Your office is 
of so extraordinary a nature, that your conduct will be can- 
vassed by thousands who never converse with any of your 
members. It is the peculiar excellency of the British 
Constitution, that the proceedings of all publick bodies 
should be freely discussed ; and amidst so many inquirers, 
it is scarcely possible to avoid some misrepresentations ; to 
guard against which, nothing is more necessary than to lay 
the particulars before the publick, and if any censure is due 
at all, it is to a neglect of this precaution. 

Anti-Tyrannicus. 



New- York, Thursday, March 23, 1775. 

On Monday afternoon, expresses arrived in Town from 
the County of Cumberland, in this Province, who bring 
accounts from thence of a very extraordinary and alarming 
nature, on the Monday afternoon preceding, March 13th, 
the day for holding the Inferiour Courts, several rioters and 
disorderly persons, to the number of between eighty and 
ninety, assembled at the Court-House, of which they took 
possession, with an avowed intent of preventing the Court 
from being held the next day; many of them had arms, and 
those who were unprovided for were collecting both arms 
and ammunition with all possible despatch. Many of the 
Magistrates having come to Town, it was thought advisa- 
ble that the Sheriff should make the usual proclamation 
against riotous assemblies, and demand possession of the 

*The reader ia requested to compare the Resolves of the Committee 
with those of Parliament, on the suhject of common report, and then 
he will see clearly the dangerous tendency of all assumed powers. 

Resolved, That common report is not a sufficient authority for any 
Printer in this City to publish any matters. _as_ .facts, relative to this 
Committee, &.C. 

1 Car. I, l&H5.^-Resolved, That common fame is a good ground of 
proceedings for this House, either by inquiry, or presenting the com- 
plaint (if the House find cause) to the King and Lords. 

Vide Lex Parliamentaria, where it is recited by the authority of 
Rushivorth, one of the Republican party, and Secretary to Lord 
Fairfax. 
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Court-House and Jail, which being refused several times, 
about nine o'clock at , night a party assembled in order to 
disperse the rioters ; these proceeded with the Sheriff and 
some Magistrates to the Court-House where proclamation 
was again made by the Sheriff for the rioters to disperse, 
and sundry attempts were made to get in, without using 
fire-arms, but this proving ineffectual, three guns were fired 
over the door in hopes the rioters would be intimidated 
and retire ; but so determined were they, in their undertak- 
ing, that the fire was immediately returned from the Court- 
House, by which one of the Magistrates was slightly wound- 
ed, and another person shot through his clothes. The 
Magistrates seeing the imminent danger they were in, so 
well exerted themselves, that they forced the front door, 
and after a very smart engagement, wherein one of the 
rioteis was killed, and many persons on both sides wounded., 
the Court-House was cleared, and proper measures taken 
to preserve the peace for that night. The next morning 
all was tumult and disorder ; the Judges, however, opened 
the Court at the usual hour, and adjourned till three 
o'clock in the afternoon ; but by this time, the body of 
rioters beginning to assemble in large parties from JSeiv- 
Hampshire, and places adjacent, and particularly from Ben- 
nington, in the neighbouring County- of Albany, with a 
hostile appearance," and the Court foreseeing no probability 
of being able to proceed to business, adjourned till next 
June term. The body of rioters, which soon amounted to 
upwards of five hundred, surrounded the Court-House, 
took the Judges, the Justices, the Sheriff, the Clerk, and 
as many more of their friends as they could find, into close 
custody, and sent parties out, who were daily returning 
with more prisoners ; the roads and passages were guarded 
with armed men, who indiscriminately laid hold of all pas- 
sengers against whom any of the party intimated the least 
suspicion ; and the mob, stimulated by their leaders to the 
utmost fury and revenge, breathed nothing but blood and 
slaughter against the unfortunate persons in their power. 
The only thing which suspended their fate was a difference 
of opinion as to the manner of destroying them. And from 
the violence and. inhumanity of the disposition apparent in 
the rioters, it is greatly to be feared that some of the 
worthy men in confinement will fall a sacrifice to the 
brutal fury of a band of ruffians, before timely aid can be 
brought to their assistance. 



TO THE WORTHY INHABITANTS OF THE CITY OF NEW-YORK. 

New- York, March 23, 1775. 
Permit a stranger expelled from his habitation, and in- 
humanly abused by an insolent and persecuting rabble, who 
have long dealt destruction around them with impunity, 
to submit his unmerited sufferings to your compassionate 
attention. Seized, like the vilest malefactor, without the 
shadow of offence ; condemned by a mock tribunal ; 
severely and ignominiously beaten ; stripped of his whole 
substance; compelled to abandon his wife and children in 
a distant County to the care of Providence ; and plunged 
into want and distress, he has no place of refuge but in 
this hospitable City. It is his only consolation, amidst the 
most painful reflections, to flatter himself, that when this 
unhappy case is. made publick, he will not only receive 
from Government the protection due to an innocent and 
much injured subject, but will partake of that benevolence 
from individuals for which the citizens of New-York are 
j'.istly celebrated. . He wishes to make no comment on the 
circumstances related in the following deposition ; they 
admit of no aggravation. Benjamin Hough. 

Qity of New-York, ss. 

Benjamin tlough, one of His Majesty's Justices of the 
Peace for the County of Charlotte, being duly sworn on 
the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, deposetb and 
saith : That on or about the 26th day of January last past, 
about eight o'clock in the morning, this deponent being at 
some distance from his dwelling-house, but in view thereof, 
observed three persons stop at his door, and enter his said 
house, this deponent's whole family (except a child of 
about six fears of age) being absent; that immediately 
thereafter this deponent was attacked by about thirty per- 
sons, a number.oX whom were armed with firelocks, swords, 
and hatchets ; that upon their approach this deponent at- 



tempted to get into his house to secure his arms and stand 
upon his defence ; but that this deponent observing that 
JFinthorp Hoyt, of Bennington, one of the three persons 
this deponent had observed going into his house, stood at 
the threshold of this deponent's door, with this deponent's 
sword and pistol in his hands, he, this deponent, found it 
would be to no purpose either to attempt to escape or to 
make resistance ; that thereupon Peleg Sunderland, of 
the said County of Charlotte, came up to this deponent 
with a hatchet in his hand, and slapping this deponent on 
the shoulder, told him he was his prisoner ; that he, the 
said Peleg Sunderland, and the other persons who were 
with him, forced this deponent into a sleigh, and carried 
him about fifty miles to the southward of this deponent's 
place of residence, to a place by them called Sunderland , 
where they kept this deponent until the 30th day of the 
said month of January in close confinement, part of the 
time bound, and always under a strong guard, with drawn 
swords. That Sylvanus Brown, James Meed, Samuel 
Campbell^ one Dwinels, one Powers, Stephen Meed, one 
Booley, and one hymen, were among the persons who so 
seized and detained this deponent ; and with respect to the 
rest of them, they were either strangers to this deponent, 
or he cannot recollect their names at present ; that while 
they had this deponent "so in custody at Sunderland, some 
of the said rioters informed this deponent that he could 
not have his trial till the Monday following, because they 
intended to send for Ethan Allen and Scth Warner, who 
were then at Bennington, and who are two of the princi- 
pal ringleaders of the Bennington mob. That on the said 
30th day of January, the said rioters appointed a Court 
for the trial of this deponent, which consisted of the fol- 
lowing persons, to wit: The said Ethan Allen, Selh War- 
ner, Robert Cochran, Peleg Sunderland, James Meed, 
Gideon Warren, and Jesse Sawyer, and they being seated, 
ordered this deponent to be brought before them ; that he 
was accordingly brought before them as a prisoner, guarded 
by persons with drawn swords ; that thereupon the said 
Ethan Allen laid the three following accusations to the 
charge of this deponent, to wit : 

1st. That this deponent had complained to the Gov- 
ernment of New-York of their (the said rioters) mobbing 
and injuring Benjamin Spencer, Esq., and other persons. 

2d. That the deponent had dissuaded and discouraged the 
people from joining the mob in their proceedings; and, 

3d. That the deponent had taken a commission of the 
peace under the Government of iVew- York, and exercised 
his office as a Magistrate for the County of Charlotte ; al- 
leging that this deponent well knew that they (the mob) 
did not allow of any Magistrate there. • . 

And that after the said accusations were so made, the 
said Ethan Allen told the deponent that he was at liberty 
to plead for himself, if he had any thing to say; that this 
deponent then demanded of him, the said Ethan Allen, 
and the rest of his pretended Judges, whether he, this 
deponent, had ever done injustice to any man in the exe- 
cution of his office as a Magistrate ? To which they an- 
swered, that they could not charge him with any injustice 
in the execution of his office, nor had they any complaint 
of that kind to make against him; Warner, in particular, 
declaring that lie would as willingly have him for a Magis- 
trate as any man whatever ; but that they would not, under 
their present circumstances, suffer any Magistrate at all. 
That the deponent then asked the said pretended Judges, 
whether they could accuse this deponent of busying him- 
self or intermeddling with respect to titles of lands ? To 
which the said Ethan Allen answered in the negative ; and 
that they had not heard, nor did they pretend to charge 
him w T ith any thing of that kind ; that the deponent then 
added, that with respect to their .three charges against him, 
he admitted them to be true ; that he had made such com- 
plaint to the Government of Neiv-York of the proceedings 
of the said rioters against the said Benjamin Spencer and 
others : that he had used his endeavours to dissuade people 
from joining the said rioters in their proceedings; and that 
he has accepted a commission from the said Government 
for, and exercised the office of, a Magistr ate for jhe said 
County of Charlotte; and that alXthjg he hag\a good right 
to do, and looked upon _as his TTuty. That aftersome 
further argumentation, the *aid pi etended Judges withdrew 
to another house to consider of Ilieli judgment, and in 
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about two or three hours returned to the door of the house 
where the deponent remained, and ordered him to be 
brought out near a tree, where the said pretended Judges 
had placed themselves, encircled by a number of armed 
men, into the midst of which circle this deponent was con- 
ducted as a prisoner, by four men with drawn swords; and 
that thereupon the said Ethan Allen, who all along acted 
as the chief or principal Judge, pronounced the following 
sentence against this deponent, which he read from a paper 
which he held in his hand, to wit: That they had erected 
a combination of judicious men for his trial, and had ac- 
cused- him, in the manner before mentioned, [repeating the 
accusations,] that the deponent had pleaded self-justifica- 
tion, which they, the said pretended Judges, had found 
insufficient to excuse him from punishment ; arrd that there- 
fore their judgment was, that the deponent should be tied 
up to a tree, and receive two hundred lashes on the naked 
back, and then, as soon as he should be able, should depart 
the New- Hampshire Grants, and not return again upon 
pain of receiving five hundred lashes ; that upon some per- 
sons observing that he, this deponent, ought not to be 
suffered to return while matters remained in their present 
condition, the said Allen added, no — not till His Majesty's 
pleasure shall be known in the premises. That thereupon 
this deponent immediately had. his clothes taken off, and 
he was'stripped to the skin, and four persons being, by the 
said pretended Court, appointed to carry the said sentence 
into execution, this deponent accordingly received the two 
hundred lashes upon his naked back, with whips of cords, 
which lashes were inflicted by each of the said execu- 
tioners, giving the deponent alternately a number of lashes, 
though at the close he thinks he received from each of 
them ten ; that the said Robert Cochran, who declared 
himself to be Adjutant of the rioters, stood, during the 
whole scene, near this deponent, and frequently urged the 
said executioners to lay on the blows well and strike harder, 
and particularly repeated such directions with respect to 
the last ten inflicted by each of the said executioners ; that 
it was often mentioned by some of the rioters, that if any 
of this deponent's friends should intercede, or in any man- 
ner favour him, they should share the same fate. That 
the aforesaid Winthorp Hoyt, of Bennington, who pro- 
fessed himself to be Drum-Major, Abel Benedict, of Ar- 
lington, and one John Sawyer, and a person whose name 
this deponent could not learn, were the four persons who 
so whipped this deponent ; that this deponent was very 
much wounded, and bled considerably by the said abuse; 
and the deponent being very faint, was put into the care 
of Dr. Washburn, who conducted him into a house ; that 
the deponent declared to the said rioters, that it was a great 
hardship that he was not suffered to go home to take care 
of his interest and child, who was left without father or 
mother, the deponent's wife being absent on a distant visit 
to her parents. That the rioters notwithstanding insisted 
that the sentence should be put in execution, and the de- 
ponent leave the country accordingly. And the deponent 
further saith, that after he had been so abused, the said 
Ethan Allen delivered him a paper' in writing, signed by 
him and Seth Warner, in the words and figures following, 
to wit : 

"Sunderland, 30th of January,' 1775. 

" This may certify the inhabitants of \\i£ New-Hamp- 
shire Grants, that Benjamin Hough hath this day re- 
ceived a full punishment for his crimes committed here- 
tofore against this Country, and our inhabitants are ordered 
to give him, the said Hough, a free and unmolested pass- 
port toward the City of JSew-York, or to the westward of 
our Grants, he behaving as becometh. Given under our 
hands the day and date aforesaid.. Ethan Allen, 

Seth Warner." 

And he, this deponent, having received his strength, the 
next day proceeded on foot on his journey toward the City 
of New-York ; that while this deponent was in custody of 
the said rioters, he heard the said Ethan Allen say, that 
he expected that they should be obliged to drive off all the 
damned Durhamites, [meaning the inhabitants of the Town 
of Durhg/n, In the County of Charlotte,] that this depo- 
nent frequently heard the said rioters declare that they 
would have \\ti\e^ WaJker _ [meaning Daniel Walker,] and 
Thomas Brate_a, Ttlie Constable who served under this de- 



ponent) if they could be found above ground ; and that, 
they further threatened, that they would, for the future, be 
more severe with the damned Yorkers, [meaning persons 
who would not join with them in their riotous proceedings,] 
and wou!d~whip them. within an inch of their lives; that 
for the future, they would not be at the trouble and ex- 
pense of giving them a trial, but that the persons, who met 
with them should punish them immediately ; that this de- 
ponent, while he was so confined, heard the said rioters 
further" declare, that they were sorry they had not inflicted 
upon Doctor Adams [who lived in Arlington, and against 
whom they had taken offence] five hundred lashes, instead 
of hoisting him up and exposing him upon landlord Fay's 
sign-post, where was fixed a dead catamount ; and that this 
deponent also heard the said Ethan Allen declare in the 
said mob, that he expected shortly to have a fight with the 
damned Yorkers, for that they would hear how the mob 
had abused their Magistrates ; but that lie_ believed them 
to be damned cowards, or that they would have come out 
against them long before ; that this deponent, on his way 
to New-York, called at the house of Bliss Willoughby and 
Ebenezer Cole, Esquires, two of His Majesty's Justices of 
the Peace for the County of Albany, residing near Bcn- 
-jiington ; that he found them armed, in great distress and 
clanger, and having people in their houses ready to take 
arms for their, defence in case they should be attacked by 
the rioters, which, as they assured this deponent, they 
hourly expected ; that this deponent, on his way to New- 
York, also called at Poivnall Town, part of which lies with- 
in the Manor of Rensselaerwyck, (as this deponent has been 
informed by the inhabitants of the said Town,) that he 
found the said inhabitants in great commotion and uneasi- 
ness on account of the said rioters ; that he understood from 
some of the said inhabitants, that they had agreed to take 
leases for their possessions under the proprietors of the 
said Manor, but that they dared jiot for. fear of the said 
rioters, who had threatened them severely ; and one of the 
said inhabitants in particular, told tins deponent that he 
had taken a lease for his farm of the. said proprietor, but 
should, on that account, be obliged to give it up ; that 
when this deponent left the said Poivnall Town, he met 
Qeorge Gardiner, Esquire, of Pownall Town aforesaid, 
also one of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the said 
County of Albany, who told the deponent that the state 
of the said Town was very dangerous and difficult ; that he 
expected every day to be prevented by the rioters from 
exercising his office ; that he waj apprehensive that unless 
Government should give them some protection, many of 
the inhabitants of the said Town would join the said rioters, 
and earnestly entreated this deponent to exert his utmost 
endeavours to procure such protection ; that this deponent, 
on his way to New- York, conversed with James Clark, 
[who was in his employ,] and who informed this deponent 
(and which this deponent verily believes to be true) that 
since this deponent was so seized by the said mob, John 
Lord, Joseph Randel, and Clark, three of this deponent's 
neighbours, had been very much abused and insulted by 
the said mob, and that the said John Law was turned out 
of his possession and obliged to fly the Country. And the 
deponent further says, that the said mob robbed him of his 
arms, to wit : a hanger and pistol, which he has not been 
able since to procure ; and the deponent further saith that 
he hath frequently been informed, and believes it to be 
true, that the said rioters have a design to put an end to 
law and justice in the County of Cumberland, and that 
they went so far as to appoint a day upon which to make 
the attempt, but it. did not then take place ; and further this 
deponent saith not. B. Hough. . 

Sworn before me, the. 7th day of March, 1775. 

Dan. Horsmanden. 



A RELATION OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE PEOPLE OF 
THE COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND, AND PROVINCE OF NEW- 
YORK. 

Cumberland County, March 53, 1775. 

In. June, 1774, there were some Letters came to the 
Supervisors of said County from the Committee of Corres- 
pondence at New-York, signed by their Chairman, Mr. 
Low; which Letters said Supervisors, through ignorance 
or intention, kept until September, when they had an- 
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other meeting; and it is supposed that they intended al- 
ways to have kept them ; and the good people would have 
remained in ignorance about them until this time had it not 
been by accident that it was whispered abroad, so that 
Doctor Reuben Jones, of Rockingham, and Captain Aza- 
riah Wright, of Westminster, heard of it, and took proper 
care to notify those Towns. 

A meeting was called in the two Towns aforesaid, and a 
Committee was chosen by each Town "to wait on the Su- 
pervisors at their" meeting in September, to see if there 
were any papers that should be laid before the several 
Towns in the County, and they found that there were pa- 
pers come from the Committee of Correspondence that 
should have been laid before the Towns in June. The 
Supervisors made many excuses for their conduct ; some 
plead ignorance, and some one thing and some another: 
but the most of them did seem to think that they could 
send a return to the Committee at Netv- York, without ever 
laying them before their constituents, which principle, at 
this day, so much prevails, that it is the undoing of the 
people. Men at this day are sp tainted with the princi- 
ples of tyranny, that they would fain believe that as they 
are chosen by the people to any kind of office, for any par- 
ticular thing, that they have the sole power of tbat'people^ 
by whom they are chosen, and can act in. the name of that 
people ixi any matter or thing, though it is not in any con- 
nection with what they were chosen for. But the Com- 
mittees would not consent to have a return made, until 
every Town in the County had Mr. Low's letters laid be- 
fore them, which was done, and a County Congress was 
called, return was made, a Committee Was chosen to see 
that it was put in print, but, through interest or otherwise, 
it never was published in any of the papers. 

Immediately after the people of the County aforesaid 
received the Resolves of the Continental Congress, they 
called a County Congress, and did adopt all. the Resolves 
of the Continental Congress as their Resolves, promising 
religiously to adhere to that Agreement or Association. 
Tbere~w'as a Committee of Inspection moved for, to be chosen 
by the County according to the second Resolve of the Asso- 
ciation aforesaid ; but being much spoken against by a Jus- 
tice and an Attorney, and looked upon by them as a child- 
ish, impertinent thing, the Delegates dared not choose one. 
At this time there were Tory parties forming,' although 
they were under disguise, and had laid a plan to bring the 
lower sort of the people into a state of bondage and sla- 
very. They saw that there was no cash stirring, and they 
took that opportunity to collect debts, knowing that men 
had no other way to pay them than by having their estates 
taken by execution and sold at vendue. There were but 
very fevy men among us that were able to buy, and those 
men were so disposed that they would take all the world 
into their own hands without paying any thing for it, if they 
could by law, which would soon bring the whole Country 
into slavery. Most or all of our men in authority, and all 
that wanted Court favours, seemed much enraged, and 
stirred up many vexatious lawsuits, and imprisoned many 
contrary to the laws of this Province and the statutes of 
the Crown. One man they put into close prison for high 
treason, and sll that they proved against him was, that he 
said if the King had signed the Quebeck Bill, it was his 
opinion that he had broke his coronation oath. But the 
good people went and opened the prison door and let him 
go, and did no violence to any man's person or property. 

Our men in office would say that they did like the Reso- 
lutions of the Continental Congress, and they ought to be 
strictly adhered to until our General Assembly voted against 
them. Then they said that this would do for the Bay- 
Province, but it' was childish for us to pay any regard to 
them. Some"'' of our Court would boldly say that the King 
had a just right to make the Revenue Acts, for he had a 
supreme power, and he that 'Said otherwise was guilty of 
high treason, and they did hope that they would be exe- 
cuted accordingly. The people were of opinion that such 
men were not suitable to rule over them, and as the Gene- 
ral .Assembly of this Province would not accede to the 
Association of the Continental Congress, the good people 
were of opinion" that if they did accede to any power from 
or under them, they should be guilty of the breach of the 
14th Article of that Association, and may justly be dealt 
with accordingly by all America. When the good people 



considered that the General Assembly were for bringing 
them into a state of slavery, (which did appear plain by 
their not acceding to the best method to procure their 
liberties, and the Executive power so strongly acquiescing 
in all that they did, whether it was right or wrong,) the 
good people of said County thought it time to look to 
themselves; and they thought that it was dangerous to 
trust their lives and fortunes in the hands of such enemies 
to American liberty, but more particularly unreasonable 
that there should be any Court held, since thereby we 
must accede to what our General Assembly had done, in 
not acceding to what the whole Continent had recom- 
mended, and that all America would break off all dealings 
and commerce with us, and bring us into a state of slavery 
at once. Therefore, in duty to God, ourselves, and pos- 
terity, we thought ourselves under the strongest obligations 
to resist and to oppose all authority that would not accede 
to the Resolves of the Continental Congress. But know- 
ing that many of our Court were men that neither feared 
or regarded men, we thought that it was most prudent to go 
and persuade the Judges to stay at home. Accordingly 
there were about forty good (rue men went from Rocking- 
ham to_Chester, to dissuade Colonel Chandler, the Chief 
Judge, from attending Court. He said he believed it would 
be for the good of the County not to have any Court as 
things were, but there was one case of murder that they 
must see to, and if it was not agreeable to the people they 
would not have any other case. One of the Committee 
told him that the Sheriff would raise a number with arms, 
and that there would be bloodshed. The Colonel said 
that he would give his word and honour that there should 
not be any arms brought against us, and he would go down 
to Court on Monday the 13th of 'March instant, which 
was the day that the Court was to be opened. We told 
him that we would wait on him if it was his will. He said 
that our company would be very agreeable; likewise he 
returned us his hearty thanks for our civility, and so we 
parted with him. 

We heard from the Southern part of the State that 
Judge Sabin was very earnest to have the Law go on, as 
well, as many petty officers. There were but two Judges 
in the County at that time, Colonel Wells being gone to 
New-York. There was a great deal of talk in what 
manner to stop the Court, and at length it was .agreed on 
to let the Court come together, and lay the reasons we had 
against their proceeding before them, thinking they were 
men of such sense that they would hear them. But on 
Friday we heard thjit the Court was going to take the pos- 
session of the house on the 13th instant, and to keep a 
strong guard at the doors of said house, that we could not 
come in. We being justly alarmed by the deceit of our 
Court, though it was not strange, therefore we thought 
proper to get to Court before the armed guards were 
placed, for we were determined that our grievances should 
be laid before the Court before it was opened. On Monday 
the 13th of March instant, there were about one hundred 
of us entered the Court-House about four o'clock in the 
afternoon. _ But we had but just entered before we were 
alarmed by a large number of men, armed with guns, 
swords and pistols. But we in the house had not any 
weapons of war among us, and were determined .that they 
should not come in with their weapons of war except by 
the force of them. '....-... 

Esquire Patterson came up at the head of his armed 
company, within about five yards of the door, and com- 
manded us to disperse ; to which he got no answer. He 
then caused the King's Proclamation to be read, and told 
us that if we did not disperse in fifteen minutes, by G — d 
he would blow a lane through us. We told him that we 
would not disperse. We told them that they might come 
in if they would unarm themselves, but not without. One 
of out men went out at the door and asked them if they 
Were come for war ; told them that we were come for peace, 
and that we should be glad to hold a parley with them. 
At that, Mr. Gale, the Clerk of the Court, drew a pistol, 

held it up, and said, d n the parley with such d d 

rascals as you are ; I will hold no parley with such d— — d 
rascals but by this — holding up his pistol. They "gave us 
very harsh language ; told us~we "s hou ld be in bell before 
morning, but after a while they drewlt little off from the 
house and seemed to be in consultation. Three of us 
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went out to trent with them ; but the most, or all that we 
could get from them was, that they would not talk with 

such d d rascals as we were, and we soon returned to 

the house and they soon went off. 

Colonel Chandler came in and we laid the case before 
him, and told him that we had his word that there should 
not be any arms brought against us. He said that the arms 
were brought without his consent, but he would go and take 
them away from them, and we should enjoy the house un- 
disturbed until morning, and that the Court should come in 
the morning without arms, and should hear what we had 
to lay before them, and then he went away. We then 
went out of the house and chose a Committee, which drew 
up Articles to stand for, and read them to the company, 
and they were voted vera. con. dis., and some of our men 
went to the neighbours, and as many as the Court and their 
party saw they bound. 

About midnight, or a little before, the sentry at the door 
espied some men with guns, and he gave the word to man 
the doors and the walk was crowded. Immediately the 
Sheriff and his company marched up fast, within about 
ten rods of the door, and then the word was given, take 
care, and then, fire ! Three fired immediately. The word 

fire was repeated; G — d d n you, fire; send them to 

hell, was most or all the words that were to be heard for 
some time ; on which there were several men wounded ; 
one was shot with four bullets, one of which went through 
his brain, of which wound he died next day. Then they 
rushed in with their guns, swords, and clubs, "and did most 
cruelly mammoclc several more, arid took some that were 
not wounded, and those that were, and crowded them all 
into close prison together, and told them that they should 
all be in hell before the next night, and that they did wish 
that there were forty more in the same case with that dying 
man. When they put him into prison they took and 
dragged him as one would a dog, and would mock him as 
he lay gasping, and make sport for themselves at his dying 
motions. The people that escaped took prudent care to 
notify the people in the County, and also in (he Govern- 
ment of Newrllampshire and the Bay, which being justly 
alarmed at such an unheard-of and aggravated piece of 
murder, did kindly interpose in our favour. 

On Tuesday, the 14th instant, about twelve o'clock, 
nearly two hundred men, well armed, came from New- 
Hampshire Government, and before night there were several 
of the people of Cumberland County returned and took up 
all they knew of, that were in the horrid massacre, and con- 
fined them under a jstrong guard ; and afterwards they con- 
fined as many as they could get evidence against, except 
several that did escape for their lives. On the 1 5th instant, 
the body formed chose a Moderator and Clerk, and chose 
a Committee to see that the Coroner's Jury of inquest 
were just, impartial men; which Jury, on their oath, did 
bring in, that W. Patterson, &c, &c, did, on the 13th of 
March instant, by force and arms, make an assault on the 
body of William French, then and there lying dead, and 
shot him through the head with a bullet, of which wound 
he died, and not otherwise. Then the criminals were con- 
fined in close prison, and, on the evening of the same day, 
and early the next morning, a large number came from the 
Southern part of the County of Cumberland and the Bay 
Province. It is computed that in the whole there were 
five hundred good martial soldiers, well equipped for war, 
that had gathered. On the 16th instant the body assem- 
bled, but being so numerous that they could not do busi- 
ness, there was a vote passed to choose a large Committee 
to represent the whole,, and that this Committee should- 
consist of men who did not belong to the County of Cum- 
berland, as well as of those that did belong thereto:, which 
was done. After, the most critical and impartial examina- 
tion of evidence, voted, that the heads of them should be 
confined in Northampton Jail, till they could have a fair 
trial, and those that did not appear so guilty, should be 
under bonds, holden to answer at the next Court of Oyer 
and Terminer, in the County aforesaid ; which was agreed 
to. On the 17th instant, bonds were taken for those that 
were to be bound, and the rest set out under a strong guard 
for Northampton. 

We, the Committee aforesaid, embrace this opportunity 
to return our most grateful acknowledgments and sincere 
thanks to our tru ly wise and patiiotick friends in the Govern- 



ment of New-Hampshire and the Massachusetts-Bay, for 
their kind and benevolent interposition in our favour, at such 
a time of distress and confusion aforesaid ; strongly assuring 
them that. we shall be always ready for their aid.and assist- 
ance, if by the dispensation of Divine Providence we are 
called thereto. 

Signed by order of the Committee : 

Reuben Jones, Clerk. 



TO THE HONOURABLE JAMES WALLACE, ES^., COMMANDER 
OF HIS MAJESTY'S SHIP ROSE, ^NEWPORT. 

Freetown, March 23, 1775. 

Honourable Sir : Since my writing the lines on the 
21st, by Mr. Phillips, many insults and threats are, and 
have been made against those soldiers which have taken 
our arms and train, and exercise in the King's name ; and 
on Monday next the Captains muster at the south part of 
the Town, when we have great reason to fear thousands of 
the rebels will attack them, and take our lives, or the 
King's arms, or perhaps both. 1, Sir, ask the favour of 
one of His Majesty's Tenders," or some other vessel of 
force might be at or near Bowers', in order if any of our 
people should be obliged to retreat, they may be taken on 
board. Nothing but the last extremity will oblige them 
to quit the ground. I am your/obedient, humble servant, 

Thomas Gilbert. 



guilford (Connecticut) committee, 

Whereas there is inserted in the Connecticut Journal, of 
February 22d, 1775, an extract of a letter from Martinico, 
dated December 21st, 1774, mentioning Captain Griffin's 
arrival there, in a vessel of Mr. Morgan's, belonging to . 
Killingsworth, with fourteen Sheep; by which it is repre- 
sented said Griffin has violated the i American Association; 
notwithstanding he has endeavoured to satisfy the publick, 
by stating the several matters of fact in said Journal of 
March the 8th, 1775, (to which no answer has appeared,) 
yet he is concerned to clear his character in said affair; 
and therefore has this day called on the Committee of In- 
spection for this place, from whence be last sailed, to con- 
sider the matter, as to the time'and circumstances attending 
his carrying said Sheep, and on hearing the whole, we are 
of opinion, that said Griffin has not violated said. Asso- 
ciation ; and therefore do acquit and recommend him to the 
favourable acceptance of the publick. 

Dated in Guilford, this" 23d day of March, 1775. 

David Landon, Cleric. 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 
NO. VI. 

Boston, March 23, 1775. 

My Friends and Countrymen : 

It is common for the solicitous, and honest inquirer after 
truth, to suspend his judgment until he becomes acquainted 
with the arguments on both sides of the question. But to 
demonstrative certainty there can be but one side only. 
And this, I think, we have already seen, to be plain, smooth, 
and as conspicuous as the beaming of the sun at noon-day. 
In matters of probability there are often counter argu- 
ments, mutually destroying each other, where the. less being 
deducted from the greater, the assent of .the mind is. strong 
in proportion to the excess of evidence. If there are, in 
the nature of things, any real objections to our claim of 
Parliamentary independence, as defined in a past number, 
we may reasonably expect to find them in the publications 
of the toryistical champion, Massachusettcnsis. Like a ve- 
teran in the service, he has erected a fortress, and played 
briskly from his batteries, upon this subject, in three suc- 
cessive papers. From the great roar, and little execution, 
there is reason to expect his design was to raise a smoke, 
which might conceal a foilorn party from the enemy's eye, 
and so secure a difficult retreat. Persuaded I am, if we 
can once reach his strong holds, by removing the rubbish 
and lumber which is artfully strewed to embarrass access, 
with a small force we can soon force hi? intrenchments. 

To avoid prolixity, I shall not dwell upon such matters 
as fall within the reasoning and principles which we have 
already established, leaving you to your own recollection, 
and natural penetration upon a bare reference. 
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It may be of use to premise, that the question 'we have 
been examining, and which is still under consideration, is, 
whether we are in truth a part of the British Empire, in 
such a sense, as to be subject to her supreme authority in 
all cases whatever? Whether this subjection is fit and 
necessary on principles of rectitude and policy, is a dis- 
tinct matter. Admitting this to be true, it is a good rea- 
son why we should immediately unite, but no evidence that 
we are already united. Nor is the question, whether a 
submission to ministerial measures be dangerous and ruin- 
ous, or forcible opposition to the regulating laws eligible 
and effectual. These matters are worthy your serious 
consideration. Our first attention ought to be to the justice 
of our cause; then, if prudence leads us to contend, we 
may reasonably expect, He who is higher than the highest, 
will look down with gracious approbation upon our righteous 
struggle, and by breaking the jaws of proud oppressors, 
take the pTey even from between their teeth.. It is neces- 
sary lhat the above distinctions be kept constantly in view, 
as they will secure us from a confusion of ideas on the one 
band, and enable us to distinguish between reasoning and 
fallacy on the other, in publications where they are artfully 
confounded. 

After a long parade upon miscellaneous subjects our 
designing reasoner fairly opens to the point. Says he, " the 
Colonies are a part of the British Empire." In support of 
which, he produces the opinion. of the best writers upon the 
Law of Nations : that when a Nation takes possession of a 
distant country and settles there, that country, though sepa- 
rated from the principal establishment, or mother country, 
naturally becomes a part of the state, equal with its ancient 
possessions." The truth of this principle may be allowed 
with safety to our argument. For the conclusion, that a 
country, though separated from the principal establishment, 
becomes a part of the mother state, is general, depending 
upon an antecedent reason resulting from a particular state 
of facts in a number of similar instances, and therefore 
cannot be applied to cases not only dissimilar in general, 
but also in those particular circumstances upon which alone 
its whole force depends. The antecedent state of facts, 
which. .is assigned as a reason, by the civilians .themselves, 
in support of their conclusion, is " a Nation's taking posses- 
sion of a country, und settling there." It is an invariable 
rule m logick, which our sopbister is well acquainted with, 
that if the antecedent. position of the argument is untrue or 
contradicted, the conclusion of course depending thereon 
falls to the ground.. We have already shown that this 
Country was taken possession of by' individuals, and by 
them settled at their 'own risk, and private expense, and 
not by the Nation as_ a Nation. So that tliis principle car- 
ries meat in" its mouth, as is sometimes said ; and in the 
application of our logical genius, to use his own language, 
is fclo de se, destroys itself; for being without the reason, 
we cannot be within his conclusion. 

The above-cited opinion not only fails of proving our 
connection in any degree whatever ; but no argument can 
be adduced pertinent to our present subject from any pre- 
cedents in ancient history, as the settlement of the Ame- 
rican Colonies was undertaken from views, and accom- 
panied with circumstances, singular, and perfectly dissimi- 
lar to those which influenced colonization in the more 
early ages of the world. We have not yet done with the 
above-cited opinion. Something worse is still behind. It 
not only fails of serving the purpose of him who adduced 
it, but so far as. it applies to the subject, it descends with 
its whole force directly against him. For the implication 
is violent, by a. fair construction, that the opinion of the 
best writers on the Law of Nations is in favour of our being 
separate from the Mother Country, if this Colony was not 
taken possession of and settled by the English Nation as 
such,. This is apparent, not only from the force of words, 
and thread of reasoning as explained above ; but also from 
their express positions, that individuals have a right to 
abandon the jurisdiction of a State, and settle in some 
vacant part of the world, and thereby recover their natural 
freedom. The argument holds still stronger where the 
country moved to was in the prior occupacy of a foreign 
Nation, and honestly purchased of the occupants by the 
persons emigrating, as in the present instance. Therefore 
the authority of those writers, if they are consistent with 
themselves, is clearly in support of the doctrine of inde- 



pendence. For I appeal to every man's private know- 
ledge of the rise and progress of this Country. You have 
heard, my dear countrymen, you well know, your fathers 
have told you, nor will it be hid from your children, or the 
generations to come, the wonderful transactions of our vir- 
tuous predecessors; who, under the blessing of Providence, 
afte^r they had been from one nation to. another, from one 
kingdom to another people, came and took possession of 
this land, wandering in it hungry and thirsty, naked and 
cold, finding no city to receive them, no house to repose 
in, no aid from their forsaken parent, a few in number sur- 
viving the accumulated hardships, they and their posterity 
settled and defended it, in their own right, at their own 
risk and expense against the horrid attacks of nations'", 
savage, heathen, delighting in havock and in blood. Nay, 
I will venture to appeal to Massachusettensis himself, to his 
oracle of infallibility, the author of the history of this 
Province ;" these are his words, speaking of the war with 
Philip, in which many valuable lives were lost. Sa)'s 
he, " Fighting made soldiers. As soon as the inhabitants 
had a little experience of the Indian way of fighting, 
they became a match for them. An addition to their num- 
bers they did not want. Be that as it may, this is certain, 
that as the Colony was at first settled, so it ivas nou- pre- 
served from ruin ivithout any charge to the Mother Coun- 
try." What are your feelings ? Does not strong convic- 
tion arrest your'minds ? Does not reason and passion join 
their voice ? Look to the graves of our slaughtered ances- 
tors ; they will open their mouths, and teach us freedom's 
price in'serious lessons wrote with blood 7 

Thus our silver-tongued disputant, (I had almost said 
doubled-tongued.) imagining that he had, or that a particu- 
lar class of courtfidians w T ould believe he had, proved, 
that the Colonies were a part of the British Empire, by 
an argument that concludes directly in his teeth, so far as 
it applies ; he justly observes that two supreme indepen- 
dent authorities cannot exist in the same state, as it would, 
be imperium in imperio, the height of political absurdities; 
and thence infers, as well he might, our entire subjection to 
the uncontrollable power of the parent State. We may, 
in our turn, retort this argument with additional force, and, 
in his own way, prove we are not a part of the British 
Empire, by the following plain demonstrated position, viz : 
,The Colonies are not subject to the supreme authority of 
Great Britain. The greatest statesmen and sages in the 
law of the past and present age, tell us that representation 
is cpmmensurate with legislation — that they are inseparably 
joined by God himself in an eternal league. Two supreme 
independent authorities cannot exist in the same State. 
The Colonies are not represented in the supreme legisla- 
tive court of the Parent Country. If then we are not 
subject to the superlative power of the British State, we 
are not part of the British Realm or Empire. What, my 
friends, becomes of this famous argument urged by Massa- 
chusettensis, which is introduced with so much pomposity, 
with such artful encpmium"S_on the British Constitution, as 
would, he seems to hope, reconcile one to slavery for the 
sake of being governed by King, Lords, and Commons ; 
which is managed with such a career of words, and backed 
with such argumentative similes, taken from the economy 
of the human body, as would, he may think, induce the 
Colonists cheerfully to become the slaves of British sub- 
jects, if not the servants of British slaves. - 

To remove all scruples, respecting the matter, our writer 
in his next paragraph, without attempting to prove it, 
boldly asserts : It is beyond a doubt that it was both the 
sense of the Parent Country and our ancestors, that they 
were to remain subject to Parliament. It is evident, says 
he, from the Charter itself, and this authority has been 
exercised by Parliament from time; to time, almost ever 
since the first settlement of the Country, and has been 
expressly acknowledged by our Provincial Legislatures. 
1 presume he never has, nor ever will be, or his posterity 
find a single instance where the authority of Parliament, 
to bind us in all cases whatsoever has been acknowledged 
by our Provincial Assemblies. They have, and do "now, 
admit the right of regulating trade, from the necessity of 
the case, and the fitness and. rectitude c7 tjie measure. 
And if his ipse dixit rs to be the rule of political faith, he 
might as well have told us, that itjjas the sense of our 
ancestors, and the Parent State, that" we should be subject 
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to the Grand Seignior of Turkey, where the people, as well 
as the country, are the properly of the Emperour, every 
man's fortune and. life being solely at his disposal, without 
the least check or restraint. " But it is evident from the 
Charter itself," says he. Where is the evidence? Is it 
not as evident from the Alcoran or Church Liturgy? 
These matters we have already considered in other papers, 
to which I refer you. 

He then admits there is one specious argument in our 
favour; but, says he, it leads to such absurdities as de- 
monstrate its fallacy. It is this: '-'The Americans are 
entitled to all the privileges of an Englishman; it is the 
privilege of an Englishman to be exempt from all iaws that 
he does not consent to, in person, or by representative ; the 
Americans are not represented in Parliament, and therefore, 
are not subject to its authority." I suspect, my country- 
men, we have not been conversant enough in the school of 
absurdities to be able to detect the fallacy of this obstinate, 
this unwieldy argument. However, nil desperandum Mas- 
sachusettense duce. "If (says our arch reasoner) the Colo- 
nies are not subject to the authority of Parliament, Great 
Britain and the Colonies must be distinct States, as com- 
pletely so as England and Scotland were before the union, 
or as Great Britain and Hanover are now." Where, in 
the name of common sense, is the absurdity of Great Bri- 
tain ,and the Colonies being distinct States', united under 
one common Sovereign, seeing Scotland was so once, and 
Hanover is so now ? The very instances that he adduces 
to illustrate his absurdities with, prove to demonstration 
that there is no absurdity in the supposition. ~An absurdity 
consists 'in a supposition or declaration inconsistent with the 
truth of fact, or the possible relation of things. . But, says 
he, " in this case the Colonies will owe no allegiance to 
the imperial Crown, and perhaps not to the person of the 
King." Our subtile manager has sot told us, and I dare 
say never will, where th§ inconsistency is in not owing alle- 
giance to the King, or point out the absurdities deducible 
from thence. Finding he could not get along with his 
reductio ad absurdum, he, like a person thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the futility of his argument, prudently chose 
to waive the subject. There is not only no absurdities 
deducible from the supposition of our owing no allegiance 
to the imperial Crown, but it is not true that this conse- 
quence follows from his premises, there being no connexion 
between our being independent of Parliament, and the 
inference drawn from thence. Let us examine it. A King 
of England, as such, is a political entity. He has two 
distinct capacities, or bodies; the onenatural, in common 
with other men, and subject to like passions; the other a 
bod)^ politick, consisting of those constitutional powers, 
prerogatives, and capacities which he' derives from his 
subjects as their Sovereign. This latter" body never dies. 
'Upon the dissolution of the natural, which is called the 
demise 'of the. King, the. body political is transferred or 
conveyed over from the deceased to another natural body; 
the narrsff of King being a term of continuance. He forms 
one of the three distinct powers, or bodies, which are en- 
tirely independent of each other, composing the supreme 
power or legislative authority of the Empire. The Lords 
spiritual and temporal is;another, and aristocratical branchy 
distinct and independent. The House of Commons js a 
third democratical power, freely chosen by the people 
from among themselves. These three constitute that 
aggregate body called the British Parliament, whose 
sovereignty is constitutionally over all its constituents-. By 
what principle in logick, then', by what hair-breadth argu- 
ment, can be inferred a subjection to" the two last of those 
powers, or to all three in concert, from an allegiance to the 
first,? Where is the middle term that enforces the conclu- 
sion ? Where the intermediate idea that shows the con- 
nexion ? If there are none, (and I defy him to show any,) 
where, upon his own principles, is the mighty absurdity of 
Great' Britain and the Colonies being -distinct States, 
having one common Sovereign ? To strengthen the sup- 
position, I would ask, whether the Peers of the Realm, 
who sit in the House of Lords, are Peers of America 1 
This. noble, jodependent tinier are the Representatives of 
. all the Conimons in the^]Kjngdom ; and, like the House of 
Com mans, "dm "give their assent; to no law which does not 
bind themselves, equally with all the other members of the 
community.. This isTSne of the principal securities' to the 
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people against oppression.; But where is the American's 
security ? On their supposition, avarice and ambition un- 
checked, is the guardian of his property ; arbitrary will, 
and perhaps sportive caprice, the tenure by which he 
draws his breath". 

The next inference that our indefatigable writer makes 
against us is, that by possibility we may owe no allegiance 
to the person of the King, that is, to the King of England, 
in no capacity whatever. Where he gets this conclusion, 
or how he draws it, I dare not hazard a conjecture, unless 
it be that he conjured it up with that huge group of verbose 
absurdities through which we have just now forced our 
way. Admitting it to be deducible from a state of facts, 
there is no inconsistency in the whole affair. And I will 
venture to say, that he who possesses such a facility at 
drawing of consequences, fas vel nefas, well knows that 
premises established are not to be invalidated by deductions 
therefrom. It is therefore unnecessary at this time to in- 
quire, whether allegiance be iff fact due to the person of 
the King, or to the British Crown. Thisis the less neces- 
sary, as Massachuscttensis himself seemed to think there 
was no difficulty in getting over his own objection, after he 
had made it. It was the opinion" of Lord Coke and others, 
the first in fame, that allegiance is due to the former. 
Either supposition is perfectly consistent with the Ajneri- 
can plan of independence. The latter we have above 
shown to be so. Allegiance to the person of the King is 
admitted to be so. Charles the First, who titled himself 
at the head of our former Charter, King of England, Scot- 
land, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, fcc, 
stipulated for himself and his Royal successors, by which 
the inhabitants of this Colony became his liege subjects, 
and he their acknowledged Sovereign. Now, although per- 
sonal allegiance may be due, yet it is evident, both from 
the words of the Charter, its design and subject-matter, 
which is the best key for construction, that British royalty 
was a necessary qualification, and an English Crown an 
essential appendage of the person who is constitutionally 
the Sovereign of this Province. The person upon the „ 
Throne of England, by virtue of the British Constitution, 
is our rightful Sovereign, by virtue of our Provincial Char- 
ters, not because he is King of England, .but because our 
Constitution vests the sovereignty of this Province in the 
person who is designated by a British Crown - and an Eng- 
lish Sceptre. .._-..". " 

It is obvious to observe here, that when Our Charter 
was granted, and after, until the reign of Queen Anne, 
England and Scotland were two perfectly distinct and 
totally independent States, the supreme power of .each 
being lodged in a Parliament of its own. Charles the First 
heing a Prince common to both States, formed one branch 
of the supreme legislative authority in both Kingdoms. If, 
therefore, our becoming subject to this Prince brought us 
within the jurisdiction of the English Parliament, upon the 
principles of the Tories, for the* "same reason it subjected 
us to thesovereign power of the Scottish legislators, and of 
consequence exposed us to the service of two masters, to 
the distraction and misery of double legislation and com- 
plicated taxation — as great a political curse as can be in 
reserve in the store of Heaven for any people under its broad 
canopy. I have something further. to say on this curious 
paper. . From the Counts of Hampshire. 



NANSEMOND COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

■ ' March 24, 1775. 

However disagreeable and unhappy it is to hold up for 
publick censure the conduct of apy man, yeA when we con- 
sider the present unfortunate disputes between the Mother 
Country and her Colonies would probably, in the result, be 
the ruin of both, if some timely, judicious, and wise me- 
thods were not contrived to effect a reconciliation, and 
adjust, the lamentable differences ; we cannot but think that 
all those who endeavour to frustrate, and labour to counter- 
act such laudable ends, are enemies to America, no friends 
to the excellent Constitution of England, and strictly merit 
the censure and dises.teem of all lovers of their Country, 
freedom, and just rights. We, therefore, the Committee 
for the County of JSansemond aforesaid, in obedience to. the 
eleventh Article of the Association, as well as for the above- 
mentioned reasons, think it our duty to publish the beha- 
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viour (respecting the Association, &c.) of the Reverend 
John Agneiv, Rector of Suffolk Parish, in this County, as 
it appeared from the testimony of William Cou-per and 
Solomon Shepherd, Esquires, Messrs. James Murdaugh, 
Willis Ilardgraves, Thomas Mint on, Jonathan Synth, 
and Major Thomas Godwin, taken before us this Gthday 
of March, at Suffolk. 

Mr. Agneiv being first summoned. to attend, but refused, 
Mr. Shepherd declared, that upon his remonstrating to the 
said Agnew how disagreeable it was to his audience in 
general, and to himself jn particular, to hear the Associa- 
tion, and those who had come into it, 'abused from the 
pulpit in the sermons he there preached, desired that he 
would in future, desist therefrom. His answer was, "If 
you do. not Like such sermons, you can only leave your 
seal ;" and to the same gentleman said, that the Delegates 
of the Provincial Congress had rebelled in all their Re- 
solves, In presence of Major Thomas Godwin and Cap- 
tain William Cowper, he^asserted, as liis opinion, that it 
- was no hardship to be carried beyond sea for trial of crimes 
committed here. Mr. Hardgraves has frequently heard 
him (when speaking of the Congress) declare that all s.uch 
combinations and associations were detestable. Mr. Min- 
ion says, that after condemning the present Association, he 
produced one of his own, and in his presence offered it for 
signing. In a conversation his Reverence had with Mr. 
Smith, he affirmed our gentlemen (meaning, as Smith took 
it, the gentlemen.of the General Congress)" knew not what 
they were about; that to resist the King and Parliament 
was rebellion, and that the proceedings of the General 
Congress were resisting the King and Parliament; that the 
designs of the great men. were .to ruin the poor people ; 
and.that, after a while, they would forsake them, and lay 
the whole blame on their shoulde.rs, and by this means 
make them slaves. Upon Smith's doubting how all this 
extraordinary ""villany could be brought about, " Why (says 
the parson) they have already begun ; for the Committee 
of Suffolk has invaded private'properly ; 'they have taken 
soods from a man of Carolina, and sold them against his 
will." He likewise informed Mr. Smith there was an 
Association of the other party op the Country, .and the 
people signing it very fast ; that they had discovered their 
errour in signing the present one, and that he would see 
this fact published in the Norfolk paper shortly. 

We have now related the substance of what the above 
named gentlemen declared upon their oaths, and here we 
could wish to end this narrative ; .but we have too much 
regard for our own characters to suffer thern to be injured 
by "So barefaced a slander as appears in Smith's testimony, 
respecting the Carolina gentleman and his goods. The 
truth of that transaction is precisely this: Mr. Samuel 
Donaldson, merchant, and one of the Committee of this 
County, informed some of the members that his friend, 
"Mr.. John Thompson, merchant of North- Carolina, had 
imported some goods into 'this Colony, which come urTder 
the tenth Article of the Association, and desired that a 
Committee might be held to determine what should be 
done with them ; and Mr. Donaldson (that Mr. Thomp- 
son might suffer_as little inconvenience as possible from the 
detention of the goods) advertised., them to be sold on the 
same day that the Committee was to sit. At the time ap- 
pointed we met, when Mr. Thompson was present, and, on 
examining him and some letters he produced, we found that 
by the importation of these goods he had not violated any 
of the articles of the Association. And although we were 
not entirely pleased with Mr. Do.n'aldson's advertising the 
sale of the goods before he had orders from us so to do, 
yet we ordered thern to be sold under the care and direc- 
tion of three gentlemen of the Committee. Mr. Thompson "■ 
bought the goods, expressed himself highly satisfied, and 
insisted on our partaking of a cheerful bowl with hirn. 

Upon the whole the publick will plainly discover the 
principles this reverend gentleman entertains, and in what 
licrht he views the general Resolutions adopted and entered 
into for our relief from the oppressive hand of power. Had 
this zealous advocate for despotick rule been as assiduous 
in the discharge of the several duties of. his function as he 
has been industrious in propagating false and erroneous 
principles, not only in private, discourse, but in blending 
detestable tenets in _ his angry orations from the pulpit, in 
order to gain a party in opposition to the common cause, 



and thereby lending his little aid to seduce' the very people 
that gave him bread to a state of wretchedness, this Com- 
mittee had' not been at the trouble to examine the eleventh 
Article of the Association, and opening his conduct to the 
censure, of the world. „ - " , 

John Gregorie, Clerk of the Committee. 



VOTE PASSED BY THE COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE 
OF WORCESTER COUNTY, (MASS.,) MARCH 24, l775. 

As a number of Towns: in this .County have not been 
publickly represented in this Convention, it is therefore 
recommended that the attendance t of one or more members, 
of the several Towns therein.be given at their future meet- 
ings ; and that they do not depart without leave when 
assembled, until an adjournment or'dissolution thereof. 

The Conventiori of the Committees of Correspondence 
of this County stands adjourned to the second Tuesday of 
June instant, at ten o'clock, A. M., at the Court-House, 
Worcester. By order of the County Committee : 

William Young, Chairman. 



TO THE PRINTERS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS GAZETTE. 

... Worcester, March 24, 1775. 

Having seen, a publication* in the Massachusetts Gazette 
of the 9th Instant, relative to my conduct in resigning my 
command as Colonel of a Regiment, &c, 1 think it not 
improper to give the publick the following true state of the 
matter, viz; I was some time ago ^chosen Iiieutenant- 
Colonel of a Regi'ment, whereof Mr^Thomas Dennie, of 
Leicester, was chosen Colonel. Ii was noJ" without some 
persuasion that I accepted of the office, Toeing very diffi- 
dent of my abilities to discharge the duties of it with that 
propriety and martial dignity that the importance of the 
occasion required. But putting great dependance upon the 
abilities of the Colonel, I was prevailed upon to accept of 
the office ; but very unfortunatefy for me, (as well as for 
the publick,) that very worthy gentleman was soon after 
suddenly taken away by death, I was then chosen Colonel 
of the Regiment, and was at that time determined abso- 
lutely to have refused, but was over-p'ersuaded to accept of 
the office. From that time I was much .burdened with 
the thoughts of our publick affairs, and the part I had to 
act in them. At this time some 'persons, whom I now 
think enemies to American liberty, and not frie*nds to me, 
discovered my uneasiness', ajid. set themselves to work to 
increase it, by painting the horrours of civil war and rebel- 
lion in the most frightful colours, which they pretended 
I was plunging myself into ; and unless I immediately 
renounced the cause I was engaged in, I was ruined and 
undone ; and I being (as I now think) thoroughly infatu- 
ated by their delusions and insidious conduct, was Jed to 
say, that I thought. the people were wrongln the opposi- 
tion they were 'rfiakjng against the Acts of Parliament, &c. 
And at the same time declared I wouldjiave nothing fur- 
ther to do in the matter as Colonel of the Regiment, &c. 
I have accordingly resigned my command, and made such 
satisfaction to Officers of the Regiment for my behaviour 
as they kindly accepted of. At which time they proceeded 
to the choice of a much better man than myself ;to take 
my place ; and the Regiment now is well-officered, as far 
-as I know, which gives me greater pleasure than I ever 
felt by being at the head of it. But hefore I conclude, I 
would just remark, that the publication of the 9th instant, 
first mentioned, in gome respects, Is not consistent with 
truth. First, the representation of my having been con- 
cerned in mobs and riots, or violent incisures, is invidious, 
and a false calumny, for which I appeal to all that know 
my general conduct, both Whigs and Tories. And second- 
ly, to represent me as converted, when In truth and reality 

* A correspondent informs us, " That Mr, Thomas Wheelerf Colonel 
of a new-fangled Regiment in the County of Worcester, is so sensible 
of his errour in. being any ways, concerned in the violent" measures now 
pursuing by our Sons of Liberty, that he has declared he will never be 
concerned any further, and has resigned his command. Two of his 
neighbours, namely, Captain Palmer GouWing, and Lieutenant Corne. 
lius Spawcll, bQth of said Town, on the "evening of the 2d instant, re- 
turning home from a visit they had rnade said Wheeler, were suddenly 
attacked and knocked down by two men, and most grievously beat 
and wounded, and for.no other reason ..hut., their being true friends to 
Government, and' supposed by the Sons. of^. Liberty tj be instrumental 
in Converting their neighbour Wheeler." .. --"_'' 
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1 was perverted, was a misrepresentation I would have 
mended by your inserting an erratum, to read in the said 
publication perverting, instead of converting, which will 
make the passage much more agreeable to truth ; this, with 
an amendment of the spelling of one of the names,* make 
the latter part of tire said publication tolerable enough. 
However wrong I have been in any part of my conduct or 
words, it is now my real opinion, that the people's cause 
is good, and that the measures that they are taking and 
carrying into execution, are the best and most likely means 
for obtaining the redress of our grievances. And if a re- 
dress" cannot be had without our making the last appeal, I 
stand ready and heartily willing to be one of the appellants, 
to prosecute the appeal to final judgment, while _I have 
estate or life. left. The beforegoing 1 am induced to pub- 
lish, that the cause of liberty may not suffer by my means ; 
and I have done it of my own free will and accord, and do 
assure the publick I have not been constrained to do it by 
force, or the threats of any man, or body of men, but have 
been extremely well and kindly treated by all men that I 
have had any concern with since resigning tny office ; and 
now enjoy the esteem and friendship of my neighbours, and 
the true Whigs, which I esteem as one of the greatest 
blessings in this life, and to deserve the same shall ever be 
the endeavour of T. Wheeler. 



TO THE PRINTER OF THE MASSACHUSETTS GAZETTE.. 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, March 24, 1775. 

I was always sorry that our County Convention under- 
took to say any thing against the reading of the productions 
which appear on the contrary side of the'questiori, for many 
reasons that I could offer, if there were any need of it. 
But Qne special reason why I think it was a pify they did 
n> is, it so much intimated to the people as though they 
thought there was something of force in what was said by our 
opposers ; when, for my part, there appears to me so little 
force in what they say, that I heartily wish every one who 
gives any attention to publick affairs to make any judgment 
upon them, would read all they can upon that side, that it 
might more-. fully confirm them in their opposition to the pre- 
sent meqSures of Administration ; when they see that all the 
advoc.atesjbritcan produce in favour of it is pregnant with re- 
proaching of us, asbeing both fools and knaves, and at the 
same time asserting things to be matters of fact which we 
know: to the contrary. When they, in their abundant affection 
and professed kindness, tell us, that all we complain of is 
owing to our ignorance, distempered brains, heated imagina- 
tions, infatuated blmdness and delusion, he, it does not work 
in us any gratitude to them, for complimenting of us as 
such distracted fools. 

When they tell us, that the grievances enumerated by 
the Continental Congress are barefaced falsehoods, and 
that we neither see nor feel any'grievances ; at the same 
time our'serises tell us, that what the Congress have said 
are manifest truths, the Tories, thus giving our senses 
the lie, do not .induce us to give "credit to those writers 
who forbid" us believing our own senses. When those 
writers assert faets.whjch we know to the contrary, it gives 
us good reason to believe every thing they say is false. 
This, in Jhe enumeration of grievances of the friends of 
Government, (as they fondly call themselves,) in your 
paper of the 23d of February last,, what is said about so 
many appearing in arms at Worcester; what was said about 
Colonel Putnam and Colonel Chandler being obliged to 
flee to Boston, we absolutely know was not" as there repre- 
sented. So also many things said by Phileirene, in your 
paper of the 2d of March instant, we don't at all believe. 
But especially his saying, " that all parties join in esteem- 
ing General Gage as the most amiable of. men, and the 
best of Governours," we absolutely know to be very far 
from the truth, both by the publick prints and by private 
observation. Whatever General Gage may in fact be, I 
don't pretend to say ; but that he is not so esteemed by all 
parties, as Phileirene pretends, is a most manifest fact. 
And I cannpt _compreheiid how he should have a face to 
say it, unless.uponthe same principle before-mentioned of 
forbidding our believing our own' senses ! If the publick 
will not take it as jm..affront_ upon their understandings, to 

* One of the names in the publication above referred to, should have 
been Stowell, instead of Spawell, a noted weaver in Worcester. 



jllu§trate that which is so .plain, I will offer a few words, 
showing the perverseness of Phileirene' s remarks on the 
Petition of the Congress. I will only observe on what he 
says about the Mandamus Counsellors in your paper of 
the 9th instant. There he pretends to make out that it is 
best (hey should be so appointed, because," he says, if the 
Council chosen by the Representatives should adopt any 
unpopular measures, they were in danger the next year of 
losing their' places ; as "if this were a reason to convince 
the people that it is best they should have no hand in 
choosing them. The same reason (if I may be allowe'd 
to scandalize the word so much as to call it reason) will 
show, that our. Representatives ought to be appointed by 
Mandamus; or, more properly, that we should have no 
Representatives at all to assist in legislating for us. And 
this is evidently what they are after; none can avoid the 
imputation, so long as they urge that the British Parlia- 
ment have a right to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever, 
of indeed in any case whatsoever, and plead for the justice 
and right of the Parliament in tbejr making laws to set 
aside and make void our laws. So that nothing can be 
more manifest, than thai this Phileirene is for having us 
have no voice" whatsoever in choosing a legislative body for 
ourselves. And it is beyond_ali [comprehension to under- 
stand why he is not ashamed to treat us as such asses, 
telling us that We are ngt fit Jo have any voice in electing 
any of our Officers oT Legislators; and in,earnest propose 
to us, to give it all up, because we are not fit to have any 
thing to do with choosing them ; unless he is so mad upon 
his own vanity as to persuade himself, that we will hearken 
to him, rather than our own feejings and senses. 

But yefit is inconceivable why he should drive so hard 
to make us believe that we are such fools, that It is best 
for us to give up all pretensions to any part in governing 
ourselves, so much as choosing our own guardians ; for the 
very moment we should-do this, it would be such an evi- 
dence that we were grossly non compos mentis, that the 
very act of this giving up would not be binding ; and. I hope 
that all such as do give up to these principles of Phileirene, = 
will every where be so far considered non compos as not 
to "be admitted to any office or betrustment whatsoever; 
and why it is not the duty of the Selectmen, in their re- 
spective Towns, according to the Laws of this Province, 
to render all such non compos^'so "as to prevent their doing 
any mischief, and people from trading with them ; I presume 
no good reason can be given.. Those that are so insane 
as to run about, and are proper only for Bedlam, let them 
run there themselves, as many have already. But suppose 
we are such dunces that' we triust have guardians without 
our choosing of them, I defy this Phileirene or. any one 
else to shew who made the people of Great Britain our 
guardians, or how they ex-orfficio are such x any more than 
, the people of France, or even of Africa, or any other place. 
As for this Phileirene, I am Well satisfied who he is by his 
language ; and if I rightly guess, he has left, off hunting 
silver by his hazle-rods of late years, and found a more 
successful way of obtaining of it, and is now roused against 
the Congress and Liberty, by the same spirit that the old 
silversmith, Demetrius, was against the Apostles and Chris- 
tianity- — Acts xix. . The craft by which this modern De- 
metrius gets* his wealth is called in question, and in danger 
of being set at nought. Old Demetrius' s complaint was, 
that not only at Ephesus, but__almost throughout all Asia, 
people were persuaded to believe that they were.no gods 
that were made with hands, And so now riot only at 
Boston, but almost throughout all America, it is urged, that 
of right there are no laws, where there are no representa- 
tion of the people for whom, they are pretended to be 
made. And it seems this modern Demetrius has got those 
of his own occupation together, and is endeavouring to set 
the City in an uproar; but I hope he will avail no farther 
than to have those of his own pfaft cry, great is Diana of 
the Ephcsians, or rather, according to the modern crafts- 
men, great is the Parliament of Great Britain; but I 
hope those disturbers of the peace will in due "time be 
called in question for their uproar. 

As for the Converted Whig, in your paper of the 9th 
instant, we none of us believe that it is any other than a 
fiction of some Tory; Ire don't speak as one that ever un- 
derstood Whiggism, and 1 defy any one to show any such 
person who was ever reputed as_a true Whig, that indited 
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that piece. If he has made a change so Triuch forjhe 
better, as there pretended, and Jo give his experiences to 
the world, why don't he, as the repenting Tories so many " 
have done,' give his name with Iris repentance or recanta- 
tion. , However, if it be really as there pretended, I don't 
expect he will ever return, but it will be withjiim as the 
wise man says it is with ihosethat _go after the strange 
woman, Prov, \\. 19: "None that go unto her return 
again, neither take they hold of the paths of life." 
■ 1 had, many things. more that I ..thought to have wrote, 
hlit I will defer them for the present, and subscribe' as 
before, - - .'-_"'■' "■ 

.-,■;■ A Freeholder inthr County of Worcester. 
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^extract of a letter from c^^tijy, datl'd montreal, 
/: "march 24, 1775. 
The Address from the Continental Congress attracted 
the notice. of some of the principal Canadians; it was soon 
translated into very tolerable French.^^Fhe decent manner 
in which the" religious mattersTZwere touched ; the enco- 
miums on the French Nation, flattered a people fond of 
compliments. They begged the translator, as he had suc- 
ceeded so well, lo try his hand on that Address to the Peo- 
ple of Great Britain. He had equal success in this, and 
read liis'perforrnance to a rium emuftfudi ence. But when 
he came to that part which treats of the. new modelling of 
the Province ~, draws a picture oLthe Catholick Religion, 
and the Canadian manners, they could not contain their 
resentment, nor express it but in broken curses, _" Oh ! the 
perfidious, double-faced Congress ; let us bless and obey 
our benevolent Prince, whose humanity is consistent, and 
extends to all Religions; let us ^blior all who would reduce 
us from our loyalty, by acts that woiikLdisbonour a Jesuit, 
and whose Addresses, like their .liesolves, are destructive 
of their own objects." .:_... 



TO THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND. 



... ™ : Londqn, March 24, 1775; 

The man who set fire to a stately temple was a singular 
instance of those villains who wish to be distinguished only 
by their. crimes, though he was by no means a rare instance 
of those whom posterity can distinguish by no other traces. 

By what means the late Governour_of Boston may here- 
after be remembered, we shall not venture to predict ; but 
we may safely affirm, that if his publick vices and publick 
virtues should be weighed in a balance, the latter w T ould 
kick the beam ! From early symptoms of ambition and 
dissimulation, it was predicted of him that, like' Paris, lie 
w T as born to be the'pest of .his Country. He subsisted by 
merchandise, but did not thrive by it, for the business was 
not suited to his temper. By the appearance of extraor- 
dinary zeal for* the religion and liberties. of his Country, he 
wrought himself into publick faVpur. Thus he was chosen 
a Member of the Assembly, of the Council, an Assistant 
Judge, and Chief Justice. After some time' he was .ap- 
pointed Lieutenant-Governour. ~He now coveted the Chair. 
With, this object in view, he made Jiimself necessary to 
Governour Bernard; he was his counsellor and inseparable 
friend. He knew very well w hat the people would bear 
and what they would not ; he cajoled and instigated poor 
Bernard, till a flame was kindled about his ears. The 
Seat of Government became too.wajm for him ; he was 
obliged to flee. Governour Hutchinson succeeded to the 
Chair, but Bernard had kept it too long ; it was now too 
hot even for a man who seems to have been made for the 
flames. I should have observed, that the character of a 
Merchant, especially that of a Tea Dealer, not comporting 
with that of a Governour, he had resigned trade into the 
hands of his sons. In this manner he and his family were 
situated whet) the ill-fated Tea arrived at Boston. The 
people had lately obtained full proof of what they had for 
some time suspected, that he was their greatest enemy, and 
they had petitioned to have him removed. What was now 
to be done? Unhappily his duty as Governour and the 
friend of his Country was opposejTto his ambition and the 
interest of his family, He had made jnterest to have the 
Tea consigned to his sons ; by sofTe ring it therefore to come 
back to England, as other Go veTiitni rs .d.id, he would have 
saved the Tea, and might have prWentlfd all the calamities 
that have since happened to thatCquntry, and are soon like 



to fall on the whole Nation., But then his son would have 
lost a valuable commission, and what is worse, he would 
have missed, a fine opportunity of "proving, what he had 
lately asserted in one of his letters, that the people could 
not be governed but by an infringement of their liberties." 
By refusing to suffer the Tea to be sent back, as the people 
requested, one of these events was certain — either that it 
would be landed, and his sons reap the commission, or that 
it would be destroyed, and himself promoted. The latter 
has taken place. The City in which Governour Hutchin- 
son was born is become a garrison ; the inhabitants are 
ruined; but he himself is pensioned. Is there a human 
breast that would not feel for the wretched inhabitants of 
Boston? Poor labourers and tradesrnen^ with their wives 
and children, suffering under the general calamity, and 
perishing by thousands, or else protracting a miserable life 
by licking the cold hand of charity. ' But one should 
imagine Governour Hutchinson thought that misery was 
dealt out with too sparing a hand. Does he .wish to see 
the whole Country involved in the fate of Boston ? Would 
he do more ? Would he filch the beggar's scrip, and give 
him the coup de grace 1 . -' ..'".-: 

I am. not so little acquainted with the present Administra- 
tion, as' to imagine that any thing is' either too cruel, or too 
iniquitous for them to-att.empt ; but the present Fish Bill, 
or rather the Starving Bill, is one that they certainly would 
never have attempted, unless Governour Hutchinson had 
recommended it as a measure that would produce certain 
obedience. His former predictions have not been verified ; 
the change of Government, and an Army into the baroain, 
have not mended matters, but made them worse. What 
shall he the next expedient ? His friendly, advice was 
still ready : " Send over a few more Regiments, and let 
them exert themselves properly. Take off a few of the 
inhabitants by the sword, and a few by famine ; the rest 
will sign a cfmrie hlanche." 

I am aware that the creature I have been describing' is 
so different from the common form of humanity, that it 
may be questioned whether I have fairly copied the origi- 
nal : but I write history, not fables. I have given only the 
outlines; was it necessary, I could finish the. piece, with 
mariy other striking lines and shades ; I could tell how 
early and how often he has visited Mr. Jenkinson, and 
every one of the junto, within the last three months ; but I 
despise such indirect proof. Not three weeks ago I heard 
him say, in a large company, "that the Neiv-Fmgland 
people do not yet believe that Government is in earnest ; 
that they have only been blustering ; and that General 
Gage's inactivity has flattered their pride ; but, as soon as 
the other Troops shall arrive, when His Majesty's stand- 
ard shall be erected, and the Province declared to be in 
rebellion, and a few of the leaders taken up, he' would 
stake his life that the people would surrender, and submit 
to any kind of discipline." .... 

When we know what part this man has acted, as if to 
hasten the present catastrophe ; when we consider what 
advice he continues to give, arid hear him talking in such 
strains, as if to promote sanguinary measures against the 
Country that gave him birth; we are tempted to hope that 
some one of his ancestors was an Indian, and that Indians 
are a different race of men. Nestor. 



TO D * *' * C ***** , ESQ, 

New-Jersey, March 25, 1775. 
Dear Sir: Since the writing of my former letter, We 
have been .agreeably entertained with, intelligence from 
London, favourable to the good cause, in which not only 
these Colonies, but Great Britain and all her other depen- 
dencies are so deeply interested, I congratulate you, and 
the rest of. the friends to the Constitution on the receipt. of 
these, and every qther appearance in our favour. Permit 
me to enumerate a few of these ; for a proper and general 
attention to them would do much toward strengthening out 
union, and defeating the base designs of those who oppose 
the general good. And the first thing to be remarked is, 
the greatness of the union subsisting among ourselves, on 
which, under Providence, depends our greatest hope of 
success. This union appeared remarkably in the senti- 
ments, of all the Colonies. respecting the propriety and 
necessity of appointing Delegates to meet in General Con- 
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gress; and since, in "their appointing so many men, wlio, 
when met, were so exactly suited to one another in senti- 
ments, as they in fact were. For when Representatives 
are properly chosen, without bribery or any other undue 
influence, they naturally carry with them the sentiments 
of their electors, from whom they also receive the outlines 
of their conduct in general directions. When these Dele- 
gates met, they began their. solemn and important business 
by bowing themselves before the great Sovereign of the 
Universe, to whom they could, with a pure conscience, 
appeal as to the justice of their cause, "and on whom 
tfiey,in the use of proper means, depended foral] that assist- 
ance "which was necessary to ensure success ; and for this 
they humbly implored the Divine clemency and goodness. 
At the same time, or as near it as the Provinces could 
judge, there were many hundreds of congregations of their 
constituents beseeching Almighty Goodness for the same 
divine aid. They believed their cause was His, and could 
therefore go boldly to the Throne of Grace. 

Here, Sir, is union. A Continent on their knees, im- 
ploring the alliance of God! This is" an appearance favour- 
able to us; And in this view the enemies, of America 
might do well to remember the advice of Gamaliel. Let 
us revolve in our minds the proceedings of this Congress, 
and see what appearances here are favourable to us." Cau- 
tion, justice, loyalty, knowledge, moderation, wisdom, bene- 
volence, deliberation, humanity, resolution, fortitude, self- 
denial, self-defence, piety ; and to crown the whole, a 
remarkable union in all these. Ancient Rome, in her 
highest pitch of power and glory, never produced an as- 
sembly of worthies better qualified to govern an Empire 
than tfies_e, The desire of this Congress appears evidently 
to be, that all the disturbances, divisions, confusions, ill-will, 
and oppression in the whole of His Majesty's Dominions 
should cease; and that peace, union, and harmony, with 
constitutional liberty, and a just dependance of one part on 
the other, should exist throughout the whole of this great 
Empire, which they desire should be governed in all its 
parts by his present Majesty George the Third, and a Pro- 
testant succession in his family, together with such legis- 
lative 'powers, as are, by" the British Constitution and 
Provincial Charters^ established. 

No wise and good man, I conceive, when once truly 
and sufficiently acquainted with their designs, as stated 
above, can wish that they should be defeated. If we pur- 
sue this union in trie resolutions of the Congress, to their 
being-put into execution in the several united Provinces, 
we shall find that it prevails a,gainst all opposition, and that 
the opposCT^of congressional meas.ures are comparatively 
but very few. I do not at present recollect more than 
three Towns jn the opposition in all the four Provinces of 
New-England ', and those none of the most considerable. 
The pames, in tenderness to the virtuous part of their in- 
habitants, are Jiere. omitted. However, considering the 
measures taken with them by their wiser neighbours, it is 
very probable they will soon be brought to a sense of their 
erroitr, and will return, to their duty. - 

In this and the Southern Provinces, I believe the Oppo- 
sition is full, as small. Some few places in the Province 
of New -York are delinquent; but they appear to be 
returning to their duty. The City and County of New-. 
York have been esteemed by far the most so : but by a 
Tate fair trial, it appears that there are more than five to one 
in favour of the Congress, "And this probably will break 
the heart of all the Qppositionin America. The news 
from Great Britain' and the West-India Islands, so favour- 
able to us, will contribute much to the same valuable pur- 
pose. Some indeed" have lately attempted to land goods 
in America contrary to tjie Association of the Congress; 
but such is the vigilance of those excellent inspectors, the 
Committees of New -York and Elizabethtown , and such 
the awful guilt of the delinquents, that they could not be 
hid. They have confessed their fault, and laid a heavy 
'fine upon themselves for "their base conduct. Another 
person' concerned in the same dark affair is also detected, 
and will, it, is thought, be sufficiently punished. In fine, 
if we continue to pursue the whole measures of the Con- 
gress, the merchants and ^manufacturers in England, and 
the West-India islandersjjvill do all in their power to pro- 
cure a. redress, of all our grievances. And we have great, 
great reason to hope that, by the favourable interposition 



of Divine Providence, their united endeavours will soon 
produce, the desired effect. 

I remain, dear Sir, yours and the Constitution's friend, 

"- ■-"■'--"_ Essex. 



Mai-blehead, March 25, 17f5; 
Whereas, I the subscribe^ in open violation of the Con- 
tinental Association, did, on the 25th current, purchase of 
Simon Tufts, of Boston, a small quantity of Tea, and 
thereby justly brought on myself the resentment of the 
publick : I do now in this publick manner ask their pardon, 
and. do solemnly promise I will not in future be guilty of a 
like offence. The Tea I 'have voluntarily committed to 
the flames" in presence of a respectable number of. my 
townsmen. Thomas Lilly, 

The. Committee of Inspection of this Town, from the 
penitent behaviour of the above Thomas Lilly, and the 
above, confession, which he himself publishes, determine 
that he may be justly entitled to the esteem and employ 
of all persons as heretofore. ;. / .- 

By order of the Committee of Inspection" 

John Sparhawk, Clerk. 

■ - ■ Committee Chamber, Boston, March 31, 1775. 

Information having been given to "the Committee of In- 
spection of this Town, that Mr. Simon Tufts, of this 
Town, merchant, had broke the Continental Association, 
by selling Tea to Thomas Lilly, of JS'Iarblehead, on the 
25th of March current, the Committee made inquiry into 
the truth of said report, and after a strict examination of 
said Tipfts of three credible persons, could- obtain no other 
account but the following, which we have caused to be 
published under oath, for the satisfaction; of the' publick, 
agreeable to the design of our appointment. 

"Whereas an advertisement appeared in the Essex Ga- 
zette of the 2§th instant, signed Thomas Lilly, informing 
.that he purchased a small quantity of Tea of me, the sub-^ 
scriber: For the justification of my character, a.nd satisfac^l 
tion of the publick, I think proper to give the following 
state of the affair, and do solemnly declare that the said 
Lilly had the same, without my knowledge or privity, of 
the person who attended at my store, and which he has 
since confessed was ho more than a pound and a quarter. 
I have purchased no Tea since the first of March. What 
I bought was so immediately connected with an article 
absolutely necessary for the Country fo be possessed of, 
and which they a're in actual possession of, thought it justi- 
fiable to purchase it with the incumbrance, and let my 
friends, whose advice I had taken, partake with pie therein, 
esteeming the friendship of my countrymen of more conse- 
quence than any benefit that could accrue to me thereby. 
1 had no intention, from the beginning, of militating with 
the Association of the Continental Congress, and I declare 
I will not buy or sell any more of said article till a general 
permission therefore takes place. If, by the above impru- 
dent Step with Lijly, any offence is givBn to. my country- 
men, I am sorry therefor, and hope for a restoration to their 
favour and. confidence. 'Simon Tufts". 

"Boston, 30th March, 1775." ■ - . - ; 

Suffolk, m, — Boston, April 1, 1775. 

Then the above named Mr. 'Simon Tufts made oath to 
the truth of the above-written declaration subscribe'd by 
him. Before me, ' -. 

Belcher Noyes, jws^'ce of the i Peace. 



'- " ORANGE COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

■ '" ' ■■-' March 27, 1775." 

- The Committee of Orange County "being informed that 
the Revererid Mr. John Wingate- had in his possession 
several pamphlets containing very obnoxious reflections on 
the Continental Congress and their proceedings, and cal- 
culated to impose on the unwary; and being desirous to 
manifest their contempt and resentment of" such writings 
and their authors, assembled on Saturday, the 25th of 
March, 17.75, at the Court-House of the said' County. 
The Committee were r the rather induced to meet for' this 
purpose, a? ft "Bad. also been reported that there were a 
considerable number of these performances in the Country, 
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introduced ^anjongst us in all probability to promote the 
infamous ends for which they were written ; that they were 
to be sold^injfocnminately at Purdie's office in Williams- 
burgh, and that unfavourable impressions had been made 
on some people's minds by the confident assertions of 
falsehoods ajid insjdjqus ^misrepresentations of facts con- 
tained in them. .., ."The ^intention? of the Committee were 
made known .to Mr. Wingate, and, a delivery of the pamph- 
lets requested in the most respectful manner, without the 
least suspicion- that Mr. Wingate had procured .them with 
.a' design to make an ill use of them, or that t he would hesi- 
tate a. mqmen"tji.s_ to ^ but, to their great sur- 
prise, he absolutely refused, urging that they belonged to 
Mr. Henry Mitchell, of Fredericksburgh, and he could do 

- nothing without his express permission. The Committee 
then proceeded to expostulate with him on the subject, and 
to insist upon him that, as he regarded his assoeiatibn- 

' engagements, the favour. of the Committee, or the good of 
the publick, he would not deny so reasonable a request. 
They told him they would engage to make ample satisfac- 
tion to Mj'. Mitchell for any damage he might sustain, and 
that, there could not be the least reason to fear that Mr. 
Mitchell would be djspleased, who was well known to be 
an associator, and acknowledged by himself to be a hearty 
1^ friend to the cause which these. pamphlets, were intended 
P to disparage and counteract; and that if Mr. Mitchell was 

- not this hearty friend we hoped, him "to be, it must be. an 
additional argument for the Committee to press their request, 
and for him to comply with it. Mr. Wingate still persist- 
ed in his refusal to, deliver them up, but added that he 
would J,et the, Commiftee have a sight of them, if they 
-would promise, to return them unhurt. This could by no 
means be agreed to. as they were justly, apprehensive that 
it wcfuld ^be their duty to dispose of the pamphlets in a 
manri.er inconsistent. with such a promise. At lengih the 
Committee, Ending there was no prospect of working on 
Mr>. Wingate, by "arguments or entreaties, peremptorily 
demanded the pamphlets, with u determination no.t to be 

E defeated in. their intentionsv Inconsequence of which they 
were proceed,. to the Committee, who deferred the full 
-examination and final disposal of them till the Monday 
following: ' \ 

On Monday, the 27th instant, they again met at the 
same place., according to adjournment, and after a sufficient 
inquiry into the contents of five pamphlets under the fol- 
lowing 'titles, viz: 1st, " The Congress Canvassed, fy'c," 
by A. W. Farmer ; 2d, " A View of the Controversy be- 
tween Great Britain and, her Colonies" by the same ; 
3d, " Free Thoughts on the Proceedings of the Continen- 
tal, Congress, &fc."' by A Farmer ; 4th, " Short Advice 
to the Counties of New -York" by A Country Gentle- 
man; 5th j "An Alarm to the Legislature of the Province 
of New -York, fyc. ;" most of them printed by Riving^ 
ton. of New -York: _ " ■ • 

Resolved, That as; a collection of the most audacious . 
insults on that august body (the grand Continental Con- 
gress) aijd their proceedings, and also on the several Colo- 
". nies from which they were deputed, particularly New- 
England and Virginia, of the most slavish doctrines of 
Provincial (government, the most impudent falsehoods and 
malicious artifices to excite divisions among the friends of 
America, they'deserved to be 'publickly burnt, as a testi- 
mony of the Committee's detestation and abhorrence of the 
: writers and their principles. 

Which sentence_ was speedily executed in the presence 
of the Independent Company and other respectable inhabi- 
tants of the said County, all of whom joined in .expressing 
a noble indignation against such execrably publications, 
and their ardent .wishes for an opportunity of inflicting on 
the authors, publishers, and their abetters, the punishment 
due to their insufferable arrogance and atrocious crimes. 

Published by order of the Committee : 

.'>--*.. *■:■-•• . ' Francis Taylor, Clerk. 



protection as you rn .your "wisdom shall think proper to 
direct. " --*.-'., 

We have an open harbour, on which lay the Towns o'f 
Plymouth, Kingston, and Duxbury, extending twelve or 
fifteen miles, in almost every part of which it is extremely 
easy for Troops to land, commit ravages, and retreat, unless 
a sufficient force is continually on duty to w 7 atch and report 
them. Ever since the late alarm, the inhabitants of this 
Town (apprehensive of danger) have been on almost con- 
stant duty, without being able to attend to their private 
affairs, the consequence of which must produce great dis- 
tress, if not ruin, unless they can be relieved. Another 
very peculiar circumstance attending us is, that in case we 
should be attacked, no immediate, aid can come to our 
assistance from the back; country, we being surrounded by 
a wilderness, extending several miles, without any inhabi- 
tants at all, and several more miles with very few and scat- 
tering ones. • - -. ' ....." 

We therefore pray your consideration of these matters, 
and that you would order the Minute Regiment u.nder 
the. command of Colonel Cotton, be posted here", and that 
proper provision be made for them. ' " . 

'We are, gentlemen, with great respect, your very hum- 
ble servants. By order of the Committee and Selectmen 
of the Town of Plymouth. 

-.. .John Torrey, Chairman. 

To the Honourable Committee of Safety for the Prov- 
ince of the Massachusetts-Bay. ' " 



Plymouth (Massachusetts) committee to the com- 

''.'•:" MiftEE OF SAFETY. 

- " l -.-"., ' '. '-" . ";.,'-' "„■':.';..*. * . '. Plymouth, March 27, 17.75. 

The Selectmen jnicl. Committee, of Correspondence of 
the Town of Plymouth beg leave toreprellht the peculiar 
circumstances of this Town, and to desire such aid and 



By His Excellency the Right Honourable John Earl of 
Dunmore, His Majesty's Lieutenant^ and Governour 
General of the Colony and Dominion of Virginia, and 
Vice-Admiral of the same: ' ■ 

A Proclamation. -„ _ 

Virginia, toivit: ' '■'''-.. 

Whereas certain persons, styling themselves Delegates 
of several of His Majesty's Colonies in America, having 
presumed, without His.. Majesty's authority or consent, to 
assemble together at Philadelphia in the months oT Sep- 
tember and October last, have thought fit, among Other 
unwarrantable proceedings, to resolve that it will be neces-- 
sary that another Congress should be held at the same ~ 
place on the 10th of May next, unless redress of certain 
pretended grievances be obtained before that time, and to 
recommend that all. the Colonies in North America should 
choose Deputies to attend such Congress, I am commanded 
by the King, and I do accordingly issue this thy Proclama- 
tion, to require all Magistrates and other Officers to use 
their utmost endeavours t.6 prevent any - such" appointments 
of Deputies, and to exhort all persons, whatever within .this 
Government to desist from such an unjustifiable proceeding, 
so highly displeasing to His Majesty. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the Colony, this 
23th day of March, in the fifteenth year of His' Majesty's 
reign. . "\.\; Dunmore, . 

God save the King: 



remarks on lord. Dartmouth's.- circular letter 
dated' JANUARY 4, 1775. 

^London, March, 1775. 

The publication of Lord Dartmouth's Circular Letter 
to the several Governours on the Continent of America, 
excites an alarm amongst the friends of liberty ; for in that 
letter the battery is unmasked, the design openly avowed. 
Permit me, Sir, to consider the words, the meaning, the 
design, and the consequence of Lord ^Dartmouth's letter. 

His Lordship begins thus : " Certain persons styling 
themselves Delegates of His Majesty's Colonies, having 
presumed."- — Observe, gentle reader, "the official, term for- 
merly used in general warrants: "certain," is a word of 
great uncertainty when not applied to individuals, and, as 
it is not descriptive of individuals, Cord- Dartmouth will 
find that these " certain persons, styling themselves Dele- 
gates," are not to be intimidated by his uncertain non- - 
sense. . . . -.---,;, 

But what mighty crime have these, uncertain persons 
presumed to commit? Why, they have not asked His 
Majesty's permission 'to assemble at Philadelphia in order 
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to consult about their own affairs ! This is the crime of 
omission laid to their charge ; that of commission con- 
sists' in their haying thought fit, amongst other unwarrant- 
able things, (no other unwarrantable acts, are mentioned,) 
to resolve "to meet again on the. 10th of May." What 
power is there lodged in any branch of our .Legislature 
which can control and hinder a body of men from assem- 
bling in order to consider of the most effectual methods for 
alleviating their own distresses ? If neither of the branches 
of the Legislature are vested with such a power, the Con- 
gress in September was not assembled unlawfully ; and if it 
was not unlawfully assembled, by what authority, besides 
that of impudence, shall any of the King's Ministers pre- 
vent a meeting, not forbidden by the laws of the land? 
Lord Dartmouth may be an excellent divine^ but he is a 
miserable politician ; Mr. Whitfield may have qualified 
him for a field preacher, but as for his politicks' they are 
of the Butean cast, and therefore detestable. 

The Secretary goes on, and says: " Unless redress for 
certain pretended grievances be obtained, the Delegates 
are to meet on the ,10th of May." This would be the 
style of every Secretary to every arbitrary tyrant in Europe. 
Pretended grievances ! What, are we fallen so low a? to 
be told we cannot feel, or if we can, that we are not com- 
petent judges of the oppression ? This is what all tyrants 
aim at; this hath been accomplished in the several Mon- 
archies of the world ; and this doctrine is intended to be 
inculcated In England and America.,- The meaning of the 
words in Lord Dartmouth's letter is; that though the 
Americans feel, yet shall they not dare to complain, or en- 
deavour by legal measures to obtain, alleviation or redress ; 
this is adding cruelties and insult to injuries intolerable. 
When a man is by oppression wilfully tormented, to ii> 
crease his pain because his" sensations are exquisite and his 
complaints loud, would characterize a being worse even 
than what our imaginations can farm in idea ; yet this 
character the pious, the preaching, the saint-like Lord 
Dartmouth assumes throughout "his whole letter ! Is it 
necessary in becoming a Minister to cease to feel as a man ? 
And must every tender sensation be obliterated because a 
"man holds an office, the exercise of the functions of which 
are supposed to be directed to publick utility? 

Let us next observe the style of Lord Dartmouth's let- 
ter: "J. am commanded by the King to signify to you his 
pleasure, that you do your utmost to prevent any such ap- 
pointment of Deputies within the Colony under your Go- 
vernment." " ' 

We have had too much reason to perceive, that publick 
utility has given little pleasure, and therefore all meetings 
to promote that must occasion great displeasure. The 
Governours, however, though willing to execute the orders, 
will find themselves^ incapable to effect what is commanded 
so imperatively by this Minister of Christian meekness. 
In a .meeting held for the preservation of civil liberty, 
nothing can be unwarrantable, unless the defeat of despotism, 
in which all good men, who understand the dispute, and 
are well-wishers to their species, must wisTi the Americans 
success. Those who can dream of an English Parliament 
having a right to take the money out of the pockets of the 
Americans, are but ill-instructed in the principles of our 
Constitution, which forbid that any man should be taxed 
by an assembly wherein he is not represented. A min- 
isterial champion has inculcatecfthe reverse of the doctrine ; 
•but when it is known that he is retained for the purpose, 
little regard will be paid to any argument such a writer 
advances.' Sir William Meredith and his wand, Doctor 
Johnson and his pension, are alike beneath the notice of 
independent men. 

We are next to consider the design of Lord Dartmouth's 
letter, which is to destroy the Constitution in America, 
and to institute a mode of arbitrary Government like that 
in Canada, of a Governoyr and Council. When that is 
accomplished, the people will be under the immediate^sub- 
Jection of the Crown, and thus the Tast extension of kingly 
power must obliterate every remaining vestige or trace of 
liberty. An establishment of this kind once effected, will 
produce more evils than can be at present foreseen, though 
the consequences of those evils may be deduced from com- 
parison and analogy. Such of the Americans as are at 
present strenuous asserters of liberty, may, from a corruption 
of manners, or out of resentment of our ill treatment in 



suffering them to be enslaved, join the conspirators against 
the Constitution, and thus destroy what has been the envy 
and the admiration of the. European world.. 

The Secretary for America we have been taught to look 
on as a zealous, pious, and. devout disciple of Christ; yet 
we see this man of holiness, not having the fear of God 
before his "eyes, joining' with his coadjutors in an attempt 
to enslave our fellow-subjects in America!' Who that re- 
garded the welfare of human kind would aid in an attempt 
to set up the power of any part of the Legislature over 
the Constitution"? But to talk of good Government, civil 
justice, or liberty, whilst Tories are at the helm, would be 
like talking of righteousness in the dominions of Satan. 

Ignotus. 



■ • ■ New-York, March 28,1775. 

Mr. Rivington: As your paper has hitherto supported 
the character of an impartial one, J send the enclosed for 
publication ; if you cannot insert it, return itl)y the bearer. 
But while a Junius can attack a Prime Minister, and a 
Tribunus the ..King, I hope it will not be deemed treason 
.for an Englishman or an American to attack the petty 
tyrants to whom this is with deference arid respect most 
humbly dedicated by tire author. 

TO THE COMMITTEE OF^CORflESfgNDErfCE OP THIEA- 

PELPHIA, .'...' .-'... '''.-"' 

Gentlemen: You appear in a publick character, and 
if the reins of Government are not .devolved, on you by 
common consent, you have "at lea^t usurped the legisla- 
tive authority. 1 shall not, then", deem it any violation of 
the liberty of the Press, in this publick manner personally 
to address you, and to animadvert on the contents of your 
letter (dated February 16) to the Committee of this City, 
lately published — an epistle which I could not peruse 
without a mixture of indignation and astonishment.. 

The body from whence you derive your authority em- 
boldens and warrants me freely to canvass all matters on" 
the administration of Government; and if the liberty of, 
the Press be not denied me, as an Englishman I will claim 
the privilege, and undaunted by your frowns, your threats, 
or your irrq'uisitipn, will boldly pass such strictures on your 
conduct as I conceive it merits.. Your namgs, gentlemen, 
are well. known ; they are, I believe, respectable, and would 
give weight to your assertions, were they not contradicted 
by, the most notorious and the most obstinate facts. Par- 
don me if in this address I should take the liberty to relate 
a few truths, truth's which I well know will sound ungrate- 
ful in your ears. 

Your ridiculous argument of holding up an union, can- 
not justify your allegations, for such an union does not 
exist. It would have afforded me signal pleasure to observe 
men of characters, dignified as yours are, enrolled as Com- 
mittee men, and delegated by the rest, for the special pur- 
pose of communicating intelligence to your neighbours, 
disposed to exhibit a state of things founded on the strictest 
truth. But your letter to our Committee is replete with 
misrepresentation and deception, calculated father to hood- 
wink the people of this Province, than, to give tlrem a just 
state of publick affairs;" you present us with, a prison to 
peep through, to give a glare to every object we behold. . 

You tell us you have seen frequent publications from this 
City, containing false representations, and holding up ideas 
of dissensions among you, which you have the assurance . 
to say do not exist. - 

How can you, in the face of the world, make tbjs bold 
assertion ? You must know that it is totally destitute of 
foundation ; and I will venture to tell you that" you must all 
have had better information ! : 

No dissensions among you ! Have not the loyal Friends 
in your and the adjacent Province^ published their dissent 
[January 24, 1775] from the mad independent Resolves of 
your Republican Congress, and all your illegal and unwar- ' 
rantable combinations ? -.'■'■ 

Is not this Society very numerous throughout your Prov- ■ 
ince, and at least as respectable as any other ? 

Some of your Committee have" idly pretended that this 
wars the act of a very few, and disapproved of by the So- 
ciety in general. _ This is a shameful reflection on the cha- 
racter of the gentleman who subscribed their ' protest ""on 
behalf of the whole Society. - - - . 
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This gentleman has too much honour to be guilty of so 
ungenerous an act, and fortunately for him his reputation 
Is too W ?H established to' be. impaired by your feeble darts.- 
1 challenge you to find a man of more integrity throughout 
all your democracy. Are you not then ashamed to declare 
these ' dissensions are only encouraged by a few interested 
persons, who take a malignant pleasure in exciting discords? 

Let me address myself to one of you who is a .member 
of that honourable community, which he. has most daringly 
and impudently insulted by subscribing his name to that 
calumniating letter. Let me call upon, him to erase his 
name from amongst you as a small, atonement for the un- 
• pardonable insinuations he has thrown out against his 
brethren... . He has publickly attacked them, and publickly 
charged them with taking a malignant pleasure in exciting 
discords and dissensions, and has" dared to ass.ert that this 
state is founded on the' strictest truth ; what a strange per- 
version L - - » 

You, gentlemen, have the confidence to declare, that your 
Committee have not found. the least difficulty in carrying 
into execution any one Resolution of the Continental Con- 
gress. If this be true, I have, I confess, "been strangely de- 
ceived. Let us inquire into this matter. Do not the" 
Congress bind themselves by the sacred ties of virtue, 
honour, and love of liberty,. that no advantage shall be taken 
* of the non-importation, but that goods shall be sold as they 
have been for the. last twelve months ? Have, not the" 
' dry-goods.Merchants, without the least opposition, generally 
broke through this agreement, and is not your Committee 
apprize.d of it ? ' Have they not made inquiry into the 
prices of various articles, and did they not find the Mer- 
chants had advanced the prices on some goods twenty -five, 
"6n others fifty, seventy-five, nay ! one hundred per cent., 
and did not the Cornmittee acquiesce in this? These facts 
are too stubborn for you to controvert ; the reasons were 
obvious ; the Resolve was too tyrannical to be borne j it 
better 'suited the slaves o/ Russia than the freemen of 
America. As. a Committee you knew this, and you knew 
%iL- vou ^ are not attem P t to^enforQe it ; and as some on your 
*" Committee were in the dry-goods trade, it was your interest, 
and you thought it too your duty, to pass- it over. How 
then can you declare, and palm your declaration on the 
publick as. the strictest truth, that the Committee have met 
with no difficulty in carrying into execution anyone Reso- 
lution of the Congress ? Do not the Congress bind them- 
selves by. the same sacred ties to encourage frugalityand 
economy, and to discourage every species of dissipation and 
extravagance? _ 

Are not the Assemblies continued in your City as usual, 
under your own immediate notice, andjs not your inter dum 
Secretary officious therein ? Did your Committee find no 
difficulty in' carrying jnto execution what you had foolishly 
resolved was the sense of the Congress respecting Sheep ? 
Yes. • You" disgraced yourselves. by your scandalous con- 
duct ; you invaded private property, and spme of your 
body committed daring robberies in the face of the day, and 
in the sight of the whole world. You forced people to carry 
their' owp goods on their, backs to the Jail of your City ; 
you intimidated a helpless old woman for no other offence 
than innocently offering. her goods\for sale, and would have 
obiiged.herjo take the same measures you had forced others 
to before, without law, without justice, reason, or mercy, 
i>ad not a Magistrate, whose presence and commands struck 
-.■ _ terrour into your dastardly souls, rescued her and her pro- 
perty from your domineering threats. Here, jtoo, I might 
touch on the article of Tea, and tell of the clemency and 
mercy of some, of your monsters relative to importations 
of this baneful weed, but it is an affair of too nice delicacy, 
we will pot take up its ashes. - 

Yet you have declared your Committee have met with 
no difficulty in carrying into execution any one Resolution 
of .the Continental Congress. I tell y6u this assertion is an 
imposition on the people of this Province. Perhaps you 
call tiiis novel species of procedure rather a pleasure than 
a difficulty. I believe it ; so fond are you of power, and 
so impatient of bearing rule, that at some rate or other you 
are determined on the possession of it; and while yoirrest 
secure in the idea of enforcing your mandates by a lawless 
mob, you no doubt glory in the acquisition of your usurpa- 
tion. - •■■ ■• •• > . .*....- " _ " 

Some of you, though active in the most atrocious vio- 



lences, by artifice, would persuade the world that, these 
proceedings have hot been dope by the Committee as a 
body ; but if individuals of you will repeatedly compiit 
such extraordinary depredations on the property, of your 
countrymen, in defiance of all laws, why do ye not dis- 
charge them ? Why do ye not publish your disapprobation 
of their proceedings? Why not demand an acknowledg- 
ment of their errours ? Instead of this, you tacitly applaud 
them ; appoint them to. new offices; and while you thus 
tamely acquiesce, you are parties in the guilt, and deserve 
the severest reprehension. * 

;You tell us the number of. dissentients .with you are 
very small. You are strangely deluded. If you had made 
the necessary inquiry, you would have found their numbers 
were great,' and by far the most respectable of the commu- 
nity. They do not consist of the noisy," blustering and 
bellowing patriots, but the cool, deliberate, and thinking 
men, Renowned for probity, integrity, and honour, tinlike 
your Adams, Hancock, and your Lee. 

The inhabitants of your Province have,too much good 
sense to consider the least infraction of the proceedings of 
the Continental Congress as productive of their political 
ruin. The more sensible part are shocked at many of their 
Resolves; They consider a compliance with them as likely 
to overwhelm all America 'with destruction ; they look 
upon them as setting up a total independence of the parent 
state, and consider the leaders of the present measures as 
leaders of a rebellion and faction, which portend the most 
miserable calamities. 

The disputes between the State and its Members, at the 
meeting of the Congress, were easily adjusted. They had 
not arrived to such an alarming length as to throw us into 
a state of despair. Many able and prudent writers among 
us, as well. a,s you, recommend the adoption of moderation 
and temper. Your Farmer, your versatile Farmer, was one 
of this number. He did not know on. which side the balance 
would preponderate ; he played the Vicar's part ; he was 
Jack on both sides ; he waited the event of the farce ;" vio- 
lence rose, victorious ; he embraced her cause, and in deri- 
sion of the reputation he had acquired by his former Letters, 
he parted with it to gain fresh laurels. But the doctrines 
he had advanced formerly, v_ery much cramped his soaring 
genius. He could not form his new edifice with grandeur, 
without demolishing his old fabrick, and in his attempt to 
form a fresh xvreath, his old one decayed, and his new was 
blasted. The fast friends to our" constitutional liberties 
pointed out, and laboured hard for a. firm and dutiful Peti- 
tion, and a "Spirited, but decent Remonstrance, as the most 
probable means of establishing peace and harmony. They 
warmlyrecommended the drawing a rational line of Parlia- 
nientary jurisdiction and Amcrican_a}leghx)ce~, on the prin- 
ciples of the British Constitution, How a: conduct like 
this would in all human probability have terminated, I leave 
to your own candour, though you seem to be digested of 
the srnallest.share. We find, from every account, his most 
gracious Majesty (warmly, attached to the interest of all his 
subjects, however remote) is ready to hear our prayers. 
Every friend to America in England urged us. to modera- 
tion ; and had their advice been regarded, the unnatural 
dispute ere this day, might have been brought to the most 
happy issue. The advocates for these wise and, moderate 
measures daily meet with the grossest, insults and abuse 
from fevery paltry Republican pen, to whose inconsistept 
jargon your partial Presses were, ever free and .easy of 
admission ; and while the. independent Incendiary , now 
known throughout America by the name of the "lean cnid 
grinning Cassius," found the most inviting access for his 
lucubrations, wisdom, prudence, and reason were excluded 
an audience. Your papers were kept under an undue in- 
fluence, and filled "tvith fabricated letters and paragraphs, 
culled from every fiery publication, to alarm;. and inflame. 
These are truths "which, can. he solidly supported, and if you 
will revert to the papers of that period you will not deny. 
One of your Printers, of your trueTlepublican cast, pub-, 
lished the most vile and treasonable performance. that was 
ever exhibited \p the world, and this same Printer rejected 
"a moderate and pertinent reply. Another of your weak 
and blustering Printers stands impeached for a forgery, and 
there is great rgason to believe he continues in the same 
practice. This.same Printer, as a reward for his exhibition 
of scandal, was by your society of pedagogues, made a 
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Committee-man, the more" effectually to secure his press, 
the engine of rebellion and abuse ; and there is nothing so 
dirty, nothing so base, but he will give it a conveyance. 
This was a grand stroke of policy, worthy of the Jesuitical 
Cassius. Your Committee have Since made a most flagrant 
attack upon the liberty of the press, to the eternal disgrace 
of your cause and your City, and but for their noble stand, 
and the virtuous intrepidity of one of your citizens, nothing 
in future could have appeared amongst you without a 
license from traitors and insurgents.". But, fortunately for 
America, AnA to the lasting honour of a single man, you 
are stopped in your career, and stand as objects for the 
world to gaze and laugh at. 

But though things have been carried to this elevated 
pitch, the sons of sedition have, with unabated ardour and 
unceasing zeal, circulated the most palpable falsehoods "to . 
mislead the unwary and unsuspicious ; witness that bastard 
Act of Parliament, framed pro tempore by one of your 
Secretaries, so full of falsehoods that one would scarce 
have believed a. fool could have been found that would 
credit it ; yet sorry I am to say, it was greedily swallowed 
by' the ignorant, for the factious, who are scattered, like the 
Jews, over every part of the earth, did not hesitate to 
declare it was authentick ; and. on a late excursion into the 
interiour parts of your Province, I found a difficulty to 
persuade many deluded Germans that it was totally false ; 
they told me of a gentleman in an exalted station (whose 
name for the present I shall conceal, though one of your 
Committee) who had repeatedly assured them, that if they 
did not unite with the Congress, that very act would take 
place the ensuing summer. But notwithstanding these artful 
devices; notwithstanding the almost infinite pains taken by 
your party to^stop the circulation of moderate publications, 
(appointing two patriotick shoemakers to wait on Mr. 
Airey to deter him from selling pamphlets of a free com- 
plexion ;) notwithstanding the pains taken by one of your 
Committee to prevent the circulation of Rivington's Ga- 
zetteer; I can with great truth declare, that" the eyes of 
the Pennsyhanians are opening very fast; they begirrto 
see ihe independent designs of their demagogues ; they 
see a Republick growing fast into form, and they begin to 
abhor your destructive manoeuvres. I can speak with 
great confidence, because I do not speak from the partial 
information of a few individuals, nor from the improbable 
accounts of interested Committees.. My accounts are the 
result of various and mature information, confirmed by 
what 1 mysejf have seen' in your City and Province. I 
have, with the most pleasing satisfaction, beheld an aston- 
ishing alteration in" the opinions and in the conduct of the 
good people with you. 

I know that the number of loyal subjects are increasing 
with a rapid progress ; the Friends have nobly took the 
lead ; they will, I hope, be followed by almost every class 
of people. Yet your gentlemen assert that a cheerful ac- 
quiescence, has been manifested by all orders and ranks of 
people. It would have been more manly to have joined 
Edes. and Gill of Boston, in' declaring their protest was 
published ten years ago; and as you have the presses 
under your own influence, it would be easy to forbid them 
to publish a contradiction ; there would be no difficulty in 
this, though there will in making people believe a dissen- 
tion does not exist with you. 

Let the same patriot" who threatened to pull down the 
doors of one of your Churches if the wardens would not 
suffer the bells to be rung on Colonel Putnam's alarm ; let 
this gentleman tell the printer, if he dare to contradict 
what you put in, his house shall be demolished ; this would 
be~showing the weight, of an argument he deduced in his 
laboured harangue at a certain patriotick meeting, that }t 
was " absolutely necessary a very large Committee should 
be appointed ; for who knows hut we may have property 
to destroy." .. He omitted pointing out "another advantage 
of having a large Committee, viz : extending the number 
of our worthy fellow-citizen John Holt's subscriptions ; 
for, 1 hear, with expanded hearts you have exerted your 
influence in his favour, (in consequence of his decline here',) 
and have procured him not less than fifty subscribers; so 
that we shall now have him like a new phoenix, arising on 
this fresh pile, with new life, strength, and vigour. 

Suffer me now, gentlemen, to take my leave of you for 
the present. It was with reluctance I took up the pen; 
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and 1 shall lay it down with pleasure, after hoping that you 
will not take what I have said amiss. I only want these 
facts to wound iri the sore places. I had the good of this 
Province too much at heart to let tliem be deluded by your 
publication. If 1 have inserted one thing which will not 
bear the strictest scrutiny, I will cheerfully recant it, and 
ask pardon for my offence ; but I have, to the best of my 
knowledge, without aggravation, laid down the above for 
your perusal, and intend, when leisure permits, to inform 
you of as true a state of affairs in this Province as the 
above is of yours. An Englishman. 

WORCESTER COTJNTV (MASSACHUSETTS) COMMITTEE. 

'." ' -"..'".. March 28, 1775. 

The Convention met according to adjournment. 

Voted, That the Reverend Mr. Chaplain be requested 
to open this Convention with" prayer. * 

Voted, That the Convention do now proceed to the 
Meeting-House, to attend the Sermon by the Rev. Elisha 
Fish, and the other exercises. ' 

The Convention being again met in the afternoon : 
Voted, That the thanks of the Convention be presented 
to" the Reverend Mr. Fish, for the Discourse preached 
before them, and that the Standing Committee wait upon 
him and request a copy thereof for the Press. _ 

Voted, That the Standing Committee print as many 
copies of said Discourse as they judge fit for circulation. 



EXTRACT OF A' LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON, 
TO HIS FRIEND IN NORTH-CAROLINA, DATED MARCH 

29, 1775. 

The gloomy aspect of your Country, and America in 
general, mentioned in your last, is truly alarming. I feel 
for Mr. .****, and wish he would make this his retreat. 
Let me advise you to leave your uncertain situation, and 
bring your family over. If you object to this, pray sell 
your slave-estate at any rate. This early hint will give 
you an opportunity of doing this to advantage. Last week 
a friend wished me joy on having the good fortune to sell 
my slaves and American estate ; for, says he, " I was lately 
whispered by the Minister, that all slaves on the Continent 
would be seized as forfeited by the Provinces, and sold in 
the French and Spanish Islands, the profits arising to re-' 
imburse the great expense of Ships, Troops, Sic, sent to 
America." This will tend to the great disappointment of 
our West-India Planters, who will expect to stock the 
sugar-works from the Continent. Your lands must be 
cultivated by the poor, as in these Kingdoms. 



NEW-IORK COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee, for the City of New- 
Yorlc, in the Committee Chamber, on the 29th of March, 
1775, present — ■ 



Jeremiah Piatt, 
Comfort Sands, 
William W. .Gilbert, 
Nicholas Roosevelt, 
Edward Fleming, 
Frederick Jay, 
George Janeway, 
Lindley Murray, ' 
Laneastor Burling : . 



Isaac Low, Chairman, Francis Lewis, 
John Jay, John Lasher, 

Isaac Sears, Joseph Tqtten, 

David Johnston, , Thomas Ivers, 

Alexander McDougall, John Anthony, 
Abraham Walton, Francis Basset, 

Peter T. CurtenhiB, Victor. Bicker, ■ 
' Abraham Brasher, William Goforth, 
Abraham P. Lott, Isaac Roosevelt, 

Abraham Duryee, 

The following advertisement, which was drawn in'co'n- 
sequence of an application to this Committee at their last 
meeting, was read, viz : 

To the respectable Inhabitants of ihe City and County of 
New- York:. 

Friends and Fellow-Citizens : In times so critical 
as the present, it becomes the duty of every citizen to pay 
particular attention to the welfare of the community, and to 
counteract every measure that may tend to injure its in- 
terest." ' " " " . - 

Influenced by these considerations, we view with concern 
the uneasiness occasioned in this City, by the late unusual 
exportation of Nails ; and perceive with anxiety the dis- 
tress to which a monopoly of this or any other article may 
expose many among us. 
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- For what purpose, or with what design, such a quantity- 
has, in so short a time, been purchased and exported, we 
neither, know nor can we conceive. The clamour raised 
among the Mechanicks, by the scarcity of Nails during the 
continuance of the last Non-Importation Agreement, is 
recent in our memories; and though the manufactories 
which have since been established will supply more than 
sufficient for our own consumption, we apprehend it would 
be imprudent thus rashly to part with what we have in 
store, especially as this sudden exportation has given just 
grounds for suspicion and alarm. 

It is not within the limits of our appointment to provide 
against the evil tendency of this circumstance, by any regu- 
lation; but considering ourselves as fellow-citizens with you, 
and deeply interested in every thing that respects the pub- 
lick weal, and the support of the great cause in which our 
all is at stake, we take the liberty of declaring our senti- 
ments upon the occasion ; and recommend to you to avoid 
drawing the people of this City into any difficulties or dis- 
contents, by exporting or encouraging the monopoly of 
such great quantities of Nails as may leave a provision for 
our own consumption precarious, especially as it is not cer- 
tain whether these Nails, so hastily bought up and exported, 
are designed to be used, or to be stored. 

Permit us also to submit to your consideration the pro- 
priety of supplying the Troops at Boston with implements 
of war, and articles essential to hostilities. We cannot 
forbear observing, that the duty we owe to our interest and 
reputation should lead us to withhold such supplies from 
the Troops, at least till we have assurances that nothing 
hostile is intended against us. 

And debates arising on the propriety of publishing the 
same as a Committee ; and the question being put thereon, 
it was carried in the affirmative/in the manner following, 
viz : 

For the Question. Against the. Question. 

Mr. J, Jay, Mr. A. P. Lott, Mr. Duryee, 

Mr. F. Jay, Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Johnston, 

Mr. Piatt, Mr. Ivers, ~ Mr^Goforth, 

Mr. J. Anthony, Mr. Lasher, Mr. Totten, 

Mr. N. Roosevelt, Mr. McDougaI*I, Mr. A. Walton, 

.Mr. Basset, " Mr. Fleming, Mr. Curtenius, 

Mr. Brasher, Mc, Lewis, Mr. Bicker. 

Mr. I. Roosevelt, Mr. J.aneway, 

Mr. Sands, Mr. Sears. 

The Chairman entered his dissent against the above act. 
By order of the Committee ; 

Isaac Low, Chairman, 



LETTER FROM J... BROWN TO THE COMMITTEE. OF CORRES- 
' PONDENCE IN BOSTON. 
" .- - ■ ' Montreal, March 99, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Irnmediately after the reception of your 
letters and pamphlets, I went to Albany to find the state of 
the Lakes, and established a correspondence with Dr. 
Joseph Young. I found the Lakes impassable at that time. 
About a fortnight after I set out for Canada, and arrived 
at St. John's "in fourteen "days, having undergone almost 
inconceivable hardships, the Lake Champlain being very 
high, the srnall streams and rivers, and great part of the 
Country for twenty miles each side the Lake, especially 
towards Canada, under water. The Lake; Champlain was 
partly open and partly covered with dangerous ice, which 
breaking loose for miles in length, our crafts drove us 
against an island, and froze us in for two days, after which 
we were glad to foot it on land. 

I delivered your letters to Messrs. Thomas Walker and 
Blake, and was very kindly received by the Committee of 
Correspondence at Montreal, from whom I received the 
following state of affairs in the Province of Quebeck. 
Governour Qarleton is no great politician, a man of sour, 
morose temper, a. strong friend to Administration and. the 
late Acts of the British Parliament... which respect Ame- 
rica, particularly the Quebeck Bill ; has restrained the 
liberty of the Press, that nothing can be printed without 
examination and license. Application has been made to 
him for printing the Address from the Continental Con- 
gress, and a refusal obtained. All the Troops in this 
Province are ordered to hold themselves in readiness for 
Boston, On the shortest notice. Four or five hundred snow- 
shoes are prepared, for what use they know not. Mr. 
Walker has wrote you about three weeks since, and has 



been :very explicit. He informs you that two* regular Offi- 
cers (Lieutenants) have gone off in disguise, supposed to 
be gone to Boston, and to make what discovery they can 
through the Country. 

I have the pleasure and satisfaction to inform you that, 
through the industry and exertions of our friends in Cana- 
da, our enemies are not at present able to raise ten men 
for Administration. The weapons that have been used 
by our friends to thwart the constant endeavours of the 
friends of Government (so called) have been chiefly in 
terrorem. The French people are (as a body) extremely 
ignorant and bigoted, the Curates or Priests having 
almost the entire government of their temporal as well 
as spiritualaffairs. In La Prairie, a small village about 
nine miles from Montreal, I gave my landlord a letter 
of address, and there being four Cures in the village 
praying over the dead body of an old Friar, the pamph- 
let, was soon handed them, who sent a messenger to pur- 
chase several of them. I made them a present of each 
of them one, and was desired to wait on them in the Nun- 
nery with the holy sisters. They appeared to have no 
disposition unfriendly toward the Colgnies, but chose rather 
to stand neuter. 

Two men from the New-Hampshire Grants accompa- 
nied me over the Lakes. The one was an old Indian 
hunter, acquainted with the St. Frangois Indians and their 
language; the other was a captive many years among the 
Caghnawaga. Jndians,' which is the principal of all the 
Canadian Six Nations and Western tribes of Indian's, whom 
I sent to inquire and search out any intrigues carrying on 
among them. These men have this minute returned^ and 
report that they were very kindly received by the Caghna- 
waga Indians, with whom they tarried several days. The 
Indians say they have been repeatedly applied to, and re- 
quested to join with the King's Troops to fight Boston, 
but have peremptorily refused, and still, intend to refuse. 
They are a very simple, politick people, and say that if 
they are obliged, for their own safety, to take up arms on 
either side, that they shall take part on the side of their 
brethren, the English in New-England ; all the chiefs of 
the Caghnawaga tribe being of English extraction, capti- 
vated, in their infancy. They have wrote a friendly letter 
to Colonel Israel Putnam, of Pomfret, in Connecticut, in 
consequence of a letter which Colonel Putnam sent them j 
in which letter they give their brother Putnam assurance 
of, their peaceable disposition. Several French gentlemen 
of Montreal have paid the Governour a visit, and offered 
him their services, as Officers, to raise a Canadian Army, 
and join the King's Troops. The Governour tohftheni 
he could get Officers in plenty, but the difficulty coinsisted 
in raising Soldiers. _~ . 

There is, no prospect of Canada sending Delegates to 
the Continental Congress. The difficulty consists in .this : 
should the English join in the Non-Importation Agree- 
ment, the French would immediately monopolize the In-. 
dian trade. The French in Canada are a. set of people 
who know no other way of procuring wealth and honour 
but. by becoming Court sycophants ; and as the introduc- 
tion of the French laws will make room for the French 
gentry, they are very thick about the Governour. You 
may depend that, should any movement be made among 
the French to join against the Colonies, your friends here 
will give the shortest notice possible, and the Indians, on 
their part, have engaged to do the same; so that you 
have no occasion to expect to" be surprised without notice, 
should the worst event take place. 

I have established a channel of correspondence through 
the New-Hampshire Grants, which may be depended on. 
Mr. Watker's letter comes by the hand of Mr. Jejiers, 
once of Boston, now on his way thither, which, together 
with' this, is' a full account of affairs here. I. shall tarry 
here some time, but shall not go to Quebeck, as there are 
a number of their Committee here. 

One thing I must mention, to be kept as a profound se- 
cret.. The Fort at Ticonderoga must be seized as soon as 
possible, should hostilities be committed by the King's 
Troops. The people on New-Hampshire Grants have 
engaged to do this business, and in my opinion they are 
the most proper persons for this job. This will effectually 
curb this Province, and all the Troops that may be sent 
here. 
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As the messenger to carry this letter has been waiting 
some time with impatience, t must conclude, by subscrib- 
ing myself gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

J. Brown.. 

To Mr. Samuel Adams, ?,-.,. m ~j • d .. 
Dr J Warren l Com tee of Correspondence in Boston. 

I am this minute informed that Mr. Carleton has order- 
ed that no Wheat go out of the River until further order ; 
the design is obvious. 



LANCASTER COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of the Committee of Observation for Lan- 
caster County, at Lancaster, on the 30th of March, 1775 : 

The Committee took .into consideration, amongst other 
.things, the conduct of George Ross, Esquire, one of the 
Representatives of this County, in the late interesting de- 
bate in the House of Assembly of this Province, respecting 
an answer to his Honour the Gpvernour's Message, re- 
commending a separate Petition from the Assembly to His 
Majesty for redress of grievances, and do unanimously ap- 
prove o_f the active part taken by the said Mr. Jioss in 
opposition to the measures proposed, as the same would 
tend tcrlntroduce a disunion amongst the different Colonies, 
and defeat the salutary regulations of the Continental 
Congress. And it being put to vote, it is 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That,the thanks of this 
Committee be rendered to Mr. Ross and the other worthy 
Members of the honourable House, who have evinced their 
steady attention and virtuous adherence to the true welfare 
of their Country, by pursuing the only probable means of 
redress ; in supporting and preserving entire the union of the 
Colonies, so absolutely necessary for the common safety of 
America: ' Eberhart Michael, Clerk pro tern. 



New. York, March 30, 1775. 

The chiefs of the Six Nations, who, during the course 
of the winter, held several Congresses with Colonel Guy 
Johnson, the Superintendent, are, we hear, at present with 
"him in consultation respecting the conduct of the several 
tribes to the Southward, and the steps to be further taken 
for preventing future quarrels in that quarter; to which end 
it is said they propose to use every means in their power 
for collecting their scattered people from- amongst the 
several Nations, and fixing them in a place where they 
will be more immediately under the direction of their proper 
confederacy. And we are likewise informed that Colonel 
Johnson, who was greatly indisposed through cold he caught 
attending on' one of the conferences, is now much better. 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 
NO. VII. 

- - • - . Boston, March 30, 1775. 

My Friends and Countrymen : 

Without any introduction, preface, or apology, I shall 
reassume the paper which was the subject of our examina- 
tion iirmy last, beginning where we then ended. This last 
column of our writer is curioys enough. I can hardly 
determine whether profound silence, smiling neglect, or a 
serious* refutation would be its best answer. 

When he tells us, with the air of an argument, "if alle- 
giance be due to the person of the King, (be might have 
added, or to the British Crown,) he then appears in a new 
capacity, as King of America, or rather, in several new 
capacities, as King of Massachusetts, of Rhode-Island, of 
Connecticut, &c, Sic." He might have still added, and 
if these Colonies are three thousand miles from the King's 
palace, from Keio, or his place of residence, wherever it he, 
he must govern them by Deputies or Viceroys. And what 
does all this amount to?. Where is the difficulty ? What 
js his inference ? Is it to the point ? 

But if our connection with Great Britain, by the Par- 
liament, be dissolved, the Colonies will have none among 
themselves, their having one and the same person for their 
Sovereign being no union at all ; as he must govern each 
State by it own Parliament, which would pursue its own 
particular interest, notwithstanding any possible efforts of 
the King for the general good. Admitting all this, and as 
much more of the kind as our wanderer pleases, to be 
true, it is no evidence of our connection wjth the Parent 



State. They may be good reasons why we should, by 
some means or other, especially at the present day, con- 
solidate into a closer union among the Colonies, that a com- 
mon interest might govern the whole. We might therefore 
pass it by as nothing to the purpose. But let us attend a 
moment to the state of facts. The only way to govern States, 
and direct their movements, is by the edict of a Monarch, 
or the laws of a Legislative Assembly. Such is the Con- 
stitution of Government in mpst of .the British Colonies, 
that no law can be passed but by the consent of the King's 
representative, who, as he is appointed by His Majesty, 
and holds his office during his pleasure, observes such a 
line of conduct as is pointed out by his Royal master, or 
the mandate of his Minister. In all the Colonies, unless 
Connecticut is an exception, their laws are sent home and 
laid before His Majesty for his 'approbation, who has it in 
his power, within a limited time, entirely to disannul them. 
Considering this, and that the appointment of .all execu- 
tive officers is either mediately or immediately in "jhe 
Crown, excepting in one or two of the Colonies ; it is 
scarcely supposable that any one could pursue its own 
interest to the detriment of another ; or that a course of 
conduct could be adopted inconsistent with the best wel- 
fare of the Parent State, so long, as the poweis of the 
Crown, and the checks of prerogatives are directed by 
constitutional motives. 

The next argument of our substantial reasoner is, I 
believe, entirely new, and would have been so a thousand 
years hence, had not he, in the labours of invention, 
stumbled upon.it; it is all his own ; no one will .envy 
him the honour of this mighty discovery : " If the King of 
Great Britain has really these new capacities, they ought 
to be added to his titles ; and another difficulty will arise — 
the prerogatives of these new Crowns have never been 
defined or limited. Is the monarchical part of the several 
Provincial Constitutions to be nearer, or more remote 
from absolute monarchy, in an inverted ratio to each one's 
approaching to "or receding from a Republick ?" .The Royal 
title is, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
Defender of the Faith, Sic." Where, then, will this titular 
argument carry us? What mighty revolutions, junctions, 
and disjunctions will it accomplish ? If it proves any. thing 
in the application of its inventor, it proves that all the 
Kings of England, from Henry the Sixth to the reigning 
Prince, were Kings of France. That Ireland and Great 
Britain are distinct States, in a different sense from what 
the Colonies are; and that Henry the Eighth and King 
G-eorge the Third (God bless him) were both Defenders 
,of the Faith, though the one a Papist, and the other a 
Protestant. The prerogatives of the Crown are defined , 
and limited with convenient certainty by pur several Char- 
ters, the ends of Government being confined within the 
circle of doing good. Prerogatives are not, nor ever will 
be defined with mathematical nicety, " or inverted ratios ;" 
humanity itself forbids it. The dividing line between day> 
and night, light and darkness, has never been drawn, nor 
can it be. You may therefore as "well argue from the 
want of such a line, the non-existence of light and dark- 
ness, as from indefinite prerogatives, the coalition of States. 
But, says our pleasant amuser, if we are not subject Jo 
the supreme authority of the Mother Country, " where 
shall we find the British Constitution, that, we all agree, - 
we are entitled to ? We shall seek for it in vain in our 
Provincial Assemblies. Charter Governments have no 
more power than what is expressly granted by their several 
Charters. The first Charter granted to this Province did 
not empower the Assembly to tax the people at all. Our 
"Council Boards are destitute' of the authority of the. House 
of Lords, and its members of the splendid appendages of 
peerage. Thus the supposition of our being independent 
States, or exempt from the authority of Parliament, destroys 
the very idea of our having a British Constitution." And 
further, " the argument drawn from the first principle of our 
being entitled to English liberties, destroys the principle " 
itself; it deprives us of the Bill of Rights, and all the 
benefits resulting from the Revolution, of " English Laws 
and the British Constitution." Our patriots, says he, 
have been so intent upon building up American rights, 
that they have overlooked the rights of Great Britainand 
our own interest, and instead of proving that we are entitled 
to the same privileges that a subject in Great Britain 
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enjoys, they have been arguing away our most essential 
rights. Upon reading this paragraph I could not but won- 
der who it was " that suffered his pen to run so freely." 
Can it be an honest native of this Province, with such a 
stand in the community as to be able to see distinctly all 
its political manoeuvres ? 

If our position be true, which I think we have abundantly 
confirmed, that previous to the Colonies receiving their 
several Charters they were in a natural state compared 
with Great Britain; it undeniably follows, that they pos'- 
sess every power or right that is not expressly given into 
the hands of the King by those Charters, they being the 
original source of power, it passing from them to the King, 
and vice versa. 

Our first Charter enabled this Colony expressly " from 
time to time to make, ordain, and establish all manner of 
wholesome and reasonable orders, laws, statutes, ordi- , 
nances, directions, and instructions necessary for the well 
ordering and governing the same." This most certainly 
included in it the right of making laws for taxation, as 
well as those for any other purpose. 

In order to determine whether the argument drawn from 
the principle of our being entitled to English liberties, 
destroys 'itself, deprives us of the Bill of Rights, and. all 
the. benefits resulting from the Revolution, the English 
laws, and the British Constitution, it may be necessary to 
call to mind their chief excellencies, and their essential 
and principal characteristicks. 

The freedom of the English Constitution, says the great 
Montesquieu, which has directly for its end political liberty, 
consists in a certain distribution of the legislative, execu- 
tive, and judiciary powers of the State, or the fundamental 
laws. The freedom of the subject consists in his stand- 
ing in such a relation to this Constitution, and the laws 
originating from it, as to.be secure in his person and pro- 
perty. In general, then, for the Americans to have British 
Constitutions they must have. free ones: and they must 
stand in the same relation to them, as to their valuable and 
essential purposes, that the Britons form with theirs. 

The King, who is the third branch in the Legislative 
Assembly, and the first magistrate in the Kingdom, is 
dependant on the people for his supplies.. The RoyaJ 
authority is' a kind of invisible entity, a spring that ought 
to move, easily, without noise and attrition, giving motion 
to the political machine, and having the publick good for 
its standing regulator. It can do no wrong. And if it 
should happen to get impaired, or deviate from foreign 
attractions, the effectual and Constitutional remedy, is 'tight 
purse-strings. To have then a British Constitution, is to 
have the third branch of our Legislative Assembly, and 
first officer in the Province, dependant on the people for 
his salary. ' The officers of the Crown in England must 
see to the legality of their conduct; if they violate the 
laws, even by Royal direction, they cannot take shelter 
behind the Throne, or plead in justification an illegal com- 
mand. A Provincial Governour ought then to make the 
jaw of the land, and the fundamental principles of society, 
.the rule of conduct, and not the mandate from a Minister 
of State. The House of Lords have a negative voice on 
all Acts of the Commons ; so have our Council Board on all 
Bills of our Representatives. In fact they have, in substance, 
constitutionally, all the authority of the House of Peers. 

A British Constitution knows of no laws binding upon 
its subjects but what were made, or consented to by them- 
selves, or their substitutes, and what the legislators them- 
selves are subject to, in common wjth every individual in 
the community : this is a grand security, a constitutional 
bulwark of liberty. " Liberty of man, in society, (says 
the immortal Locked) is to be under no other legislative 
power but that established by consent in the common- 
wealth ; nor under the dominion of any will, or restraint of 
any law, but what this legislative shall enact according to 
the trust reposed in it," " Freedom of men in Govern- 
ment, (says; the same author,) is to have a standing rule to 
live by, common to aH and every one in that society, and 
made by the legislative power erected in it ; and not to be 
subject to the arbitrary will of another. This fjeedom 
from absolute arbitrary power is so necessary to, and closely 
joined with a man's preservation, that he cannot part with 
it but by .what forfeits his preservation and life together." 
Indulge me' in adding a few more lines, from this con- 



summate reasoner ; lines which ought to he wrote in letters 
of gold, and sunk to the centre of every man's heart. 
" The supreme power cannot take from any man part of 
his property without his own consent; for the preservation 
of property being the end of Government, and that for 
which men enter into society, it necessarily supposes and 
requires that the people should have property, without 
which they must be supposed to lose that by entering into 
society, which was the end for which they entered into it : 
too gross an absurdity for any man to own. Men therefore 
in society, having property, they must have such a right to 
the goods which by the laws of the community are theirs, 
that no body hath a right to take their substance, or any 
part of it from them without their consent. Without this 
they have no property at all ; for I have no property in that 
which another can by right take from me when he pleases, 
against my consent. Hence it is a mistake to think that 
supreme or legislative power of a community can do what 
it will, or dispose of the estates, of the subject arbitrarily, or 
take any part of them at pleasure. For Government is 
constituted with this condition, and for this end, that men 
might have and secure their properties." 

A British Constitution, then," which Massachnsettensis 
says is agreed on all hands we are entitled to, knows of 
no authority to make laws for more than three millions of 
subjects, but such as is erected among themselves, in 
which they are represented, to which the law makers 
themselves are subjected, and which is consistent with the 
enjoyment of private property. Compare, on the on'e 
hand, the assumed principles of Parliament and ministerial 
measures, with the above criterions, and on the other the 
natural and constitutional authority of our Assemblies, and 
draw your conclusions. . . 

The fundamental laws of England, which ;are laws of 
mercy, and the precepts of reason, of improved artificial 
reason, are severally declarations of the rights of English- 
men. They are emanations from the Constitution, are 
blended with it, are a part of it. They principally and 
with vigilant jealousy regard and secure life, liberty, and 
property. Next to a man's life, (if not "before it,) the 
nearest and dearest enjoyment is freedom; a deprivation 
of this "being a sort of civil death, or living misery. An-, 
glia jura in omni casu libertati dant favorem. Magna 
Charta, or the great Charter of the liberties of the King- 
dom, which was made in the ninth year of Henry the 
Third, was declaratory of the fundamental laws and ancient 
liberties of the subject. By the twenty-ninth chapter of 
this revered piece of antiquity, no man can be taken, or im- 
prisoned, dispossessed of his freehold, of bis lands, of his 
liberties, (not even by Parliament,) but by the verdict of 
his equals, or by the law of the land,* or condemnecLwith- 
out lawful trial by a jury. A Statute of the 25 Edw. I. 
was a confirmation of' this great Charter, by the sixth 
chapter of which no aid or tax can be taken oriTiny occa- 
sion whatever, but by the common consent of the Realm, 
and for the common benefit thereof. By another founda- 
tion-statute in the 34 Edw. I. no tallage or aid can be 
taken or levied, but by grant and common consent of Par- 
liament ; tallage, according to Lord Coke, being a general 
word including all taxes, subsidies, &c, whatever; and 
Parliament, meaning an' assembly, composed gf the Rep- 
resentatives of the people, Within this Act are all new 
offices erected with new fees, or old offices with additional 
fees; for this is a tax upon the subject. By the famous 
Habeas Corpus Act, which is founded in common right, and 
on common law, which is the birth-right of every English- 
man, no person can be sent prisoner out of England or 
Wales into Scotland, Ireland, Jersey, Guernsey, or to any 
other place beyond seas. The B~ill of Rights, which passed 
the British Parliament, upon the accession of William the 
Third to the throne, after reciting the declaration of the 
Lords and Commons, and the endeavours of James the. 
Second to subvert and extirpate the Protestant reljgion, and 
the laws and liberties of the Kingdom, declares, among a 
number of other articles for vindicating and asserting the 
ancient rights and liberties of the people : - 

" 4thly : That levying money without consent and grant 
of Parliament is illegal. 

* How much property is taken from tike subject and jjiven to the 
. Crown by the operation of the unparalleled Port Bill, and t))at without 
any trial, pretensions of forfeiture, law, or justice 
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" 5thly : Tliat it is the right of the subject io petition the 
King. 

" 6thly : That the raising or keeping a Standing Arm}' 
within the .Kingdom in time of peace, unless it be with 
consent of Parliament, is against law. 

" 7thly : That the subjects which are Protestants, may 
have afms for their defence, suitable to their conditions, 
and as allowed by law. ■- _ 

" 13th : That for the redress of all grievances, and for 
the amending, strengthening, and preserving the laws, Par- 
liament ought to be held frequently." 

These articles, with others, are declared, claimed, and 
asserted to be the true, ancient, and indubitable rights and 
liberties of the people of the Kingdom ; and so ought to 
be esteemed, adjudged, allowed, and taken. Accordingly 
it was enacted by the King, Lords, and Commons, that 
this Bill should stand, remain, and be the law of the Realm 
forever. None of those Acts gave any new rights to the 
subject ; they are only declarative of what were their un- 
resigned, inherent, ancient rights as Englishmen, as Britons. 
If, then, we are entitled to British liberties, we are enti- 
tled to all those rights, privileges, and securities which we 
have been surveying. These are the essential qualities; 
the first principles, and capital characteristicks of the Bri- 
tish Government, the props and checks which have ena- 
bled it to stand so many ages the rude shocks of foreign 
invasions, domestick feuds, civil commotions, and of time 
itself; and would secure it from falling, but with the pillars 
of nature," were it not for the sappings of bribery and cor- 
ruption at its roots, and the gnawings of ambition and 
avarice on its branches. 

Therefore to enjoy the benefits resulting from the Revo- 
lution, the Bill of Rights, the English Laws, and the Bri- 
tish Constitution, we can be taxed by no Assembly but our 
Provincial ones, in which we are represented : cannot be 
sent_ home for trial, according to a late law ; can be dis- 
possessed of our property only by the judgment of our 
Peers'; can have Soldiers quartered upon us only by the 
consent of our General Courts, &tc, &,c, &c. This is the 
essence df the British Constitution. The appellations, 
Kings, Peers of the Realm, Knights of the Shire, &c, as 
well as Governours, Counsellors, and Representatives, 
are but secondary qualities, or mere formalities. The same 
Constitution in substapce may appear under a thousand 
different forms, and the same valuable purposes be an- 
swered by them all. It is for the above substantial rights 
that our patriots (whom America we trust will hail, as 
Rome did Cicero, the fathers and saviours of their country") 
have been arguing. It is in defence of these social bless- 
ings that they have sacrificed their ease, their health, and 
their wealth, and now stand, when the bolts are just ready 
to burst upon our heads* 

We are next told : " If there be any grievance, it does 
not consist in being subject to the authority of Parlia- 
ment, but in our not having an actual representation in 
it ; and this is withheld by the first principles of Govern- 
ment, and the, immutable laws of nature." That "is, to 
speak plain English, if one community is oppressed by 
another, the grievance does not consist in the oppressive 
act, but in the want of a right to act in the manner which 
is oppressive; and if this right is withheld by the im- 
mutable laws of nature, or by God himself, who is the 
Author, of immutabilities in nature,' these laws must be 
trampled upon and faulted, and the immaculate oppressor 
go free. Thus yon see that grievances must be imputed 
to the God of Nature, and the rectitude of Heaven ques- 
tioned, rather than the propriety and equity of ministerial 
measures disputed. The truth is, the grievance consists in 
being subject to the authority of a Parliament tn which we 
are not and cannot be represented. 

We are next presented with a passage from Governour 
Hutchinson's letters, which were sent to solicit the ven- 
geance of a Kingdom upon this unhappy Colony, and to 
drag down the resentments of an incensed Court upon in- 
dividuals. I shall not at present dispute upon the merits 
or demerits of the characters and measures which were the 
subject matter of these letters. "There must be "an 
abridgment of what is called English liberties," is the fa- 
mous sentence which we are told has rung through the 
Continent. We have already seen what Locke, Montes- 
quieu, Magna Charta, uncorrupted Parliaments, the fun- 



damental laws, the Bill of Rights, the English Constitu- 
tion, the Britons and, the Americans call English liberties. 
These,'' these are the liberties that must be abridged. I 
have no fondness for aspersions and calumnies of any kind. 
This gentleman possesses, and has exercised, undoubtedly, 
in various departments, some amiable private virtues and 
useful accomplishments. But such have been bis noto- 
rious principles and exertions. in many instances of pub- 
lick conduct, that it must give pain to a good mind to be 
acquainted with his political character. I forbear; for I 
would not bring a railing accusation against the Devil him- 
self, were I, like Michael, broughrto contend with him. 

After saying it is for the interest of the Colonists to 
continue part of the British Empire, and their duty to re- 
main subject to the authority of Parliament, both of which 
are favourite objects of their wishes, upon the good old 
plan, which the experience of a century has proved to be 
mutually beneficial ; our declaimer, in the full career of 
rhetorical flourish, suffers, I believe, the real principles of 
his practice to escape him, perhaps unguardedly, which 
gives a key to his refined system of politicks : "After 
many more centuries," says he, " Tiave rolled away, long 
after they who. are now building upon the* stage of life . 
shall have been, received to the bosom .of mother. earth, 
the Colonies may have the balance of wealth, numbers, 
and power in their favour, and some future George may 
cross the Atlantick and rule Great Britain by an Ameri- 
can Parliament." A most sublime, scheme of Parliament ! 
Unexceptionable principles of policy ! The wealthy are to 
oppress and grind the faces of the' comparatively indigent; 
the many to enslave the few ; the powerful to tyrannize 
over the impotent ; the great to devour the small ; the 
strong the weak ; and Great Britain, in her turn, to become 
the slaves of America, the longest sword being the great 
charter oF liberties, and the invaluable standard of right 
and wrong. Is justice, is equity, are the rights of man- 
kind such transportable wares, such floating machine's? 
Are there no fixed, eternal, and immutable principles -of 
political truth and social justice, notwithstanding the acute 
efforts of some moderns to explain them away, which can- 
not be violated, but by the imputation of guilt? guilt of 
the blackest dye, which will sooner or later. fall with crush- 
ing weight on the culprit's head. 'Can the splendorrr of 
wealth always dazzle the eyeof reason, or the intoxicating 
funres of undelegated power steel the heart against .the 
stings and lash.es of natural conscience? Can superiority 
of numbers alter the laws of nature, and annihilate the 
never-failing principles of strict justice ? Can the longest 
sword sooth the clamours and twingings of a wounded 
spirit, or be plead in justification at the bar of an offended 
God? We are told by the poets, that the guilty are driven 
about and haunted by the burning torches of the furies. 
Presumptuous guilt is the fury, says Cicero, that torments; 
an evil conscience the phrehsy that rages ; and stinging re- 
flection the terrour that distracts. ^ These, these are the 
incessant bosom fiends that haunt the guilty, that harrow 
up their. souls, and will day and night avenge the injuries 
and oppressions of innocent sufferers. _„ 

Let me ask our courtly-tongue pad if he really thinks 
Great Britain, for centuries yet to pome, wiTT be such pro- 
ficients in his sublime philosophy as to set supinely at ease 
and see herself stripped of her most valuable rights ; rights, 
in defence of which she has been often arrayed in armour 
and in blood. Would she petition'an ^menewn Parliament 
for redress of grievances ? Would she acknowledge the 
right of deprivation, so long as there was one man existing 
on the Island ? Would not every drop of English blood 
boil into a fury ? Would "not every spark of British spirit 
kindle" into a flame? Would it not burst forth like a con- 
flagration, and sweep with the besom of destruction the 
laws enacted in an American Parliament, and their execu- 
tors, off the stage of entities? 

My abused, wretchedly abused countrymen, whilst we 
are complaining of injuries and oppressions from others,. let 
us see to it that we keep good consciences void or offence 
ourselves." Let us injure no man's person or property ; 
cautiously guard agajnst alloutrages, riots, mobs, or irregular 
and unnecessary risings, which the adversaries to the com- 
mon cause may artfully attempt to lead or provoke us into. 
The cause we are engaged in is of too much dignity to be 
sullied by rashness, too important, too seriously important, 
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to be weakened by tumult and partial strife. Liberty re- 
ceives strength and vigour from prudence and consideration. 
Justice, equity, and regularity, are her closest friends:- she 
courts virtue as her bosom companion, and shuns vice, as 
her dangerous enemy. Let us equally avoid the feverish 
fits of political heat and cold. Banish from our breasts all 
personal prejudices, private piques, narrow opinions, illiberal 
distinctions, and. little. unbecoming jealousies. Let us dis- 
play a magnanimity proportionate to the importance and 
dangers of the struggle, cultivating harmony of sentiments 
arid unanimity of counsels. Act discreetly, firmly, and 
unitedly. So long as men have hearts to feel, and blood 
and spirits to act, some irregularities and indiscretions will 
unavoidably take place under galling oppressions. These 
must be expected until vice is deep trodden to its centre, 
and frailties and human imperfections banished from the 
earth. 1 trustjhose among us will be few and exceeding 
small, such as, being viewed by an eye of candour, may be 
easily covered with the mantle of charity. " 

AH America has recognised our cause, has become 
surety for our safety, and pointed out the process for re- 
dress. All the Colonies unitedly oppose. Opposition so 
respectable, so ample, never was known. Their unanimity 
and firmness was never exceeded. Let us then adopt, and 
religiously observe the recommendations of the grand Ame- 
rican Congress, as the best rules of political, conduct ; bold 
their Association sacred; treat the enemies of our Country 
in ^ the manner they prescribe; a_yoid, studiously avoid, 
every thing that may occasion a rupture and hasten on the 
last appeal; being completely equipped, and thoroughly pre- 
pared for every event, let us conduct peaceably and inoffen- 
sively. If we are attacked, and hostilities commenced 
against us, self-preservation, the first law of nature, must 
and ought to assume the reins, take the command, direct 
our conduct and govern the, man. It does not oblige us to 
stand still until we are hewn dead at our enemies' feet. 
• . •'•■;■• From the County of Hampshire. 



' ,-Ncw- York, Friday, March 31, 1775; 
This being the day appointed for taking the sense of the 
freeholders of the Town of Jamaica, on Long-Island, 
whether they would nominate a Deputy to meet Deputies 
from the other Counties, in the City of New-York, the 
SOth.of April, for, the purpose of electing Delegates to 
attend the Continental Congress at Philadelphia, the 10th 
of Map next ; a poll was opened, when the votes taken 
stood as follows : , 

Against a deputy - - - - 94 
.For_ a Deputy -" - - - 82 



PORTSMOUTH (nEW-HAMPSHIRe) ASSOCIATION. 

We, the subscribers, considering the disorderly statp of 
the times, and being deeply impressed with a sense of the 
inestimable value of constitutional liberty, think ourselves 
under an absolute necessity of associating together for the 
support of the wholesome laws of the land, and al.scr for 
the preservation and protection of our persons and proper- 
ties, whicfi we find, at least as to many, have been threat- 
ened of late, and we_do therefore solemnly engage to and 
with each other •.-— ' 

1st. "That we will maintain the laws of the land to the 
utmost'of our power. 

2d. That we will also defend and protect each other 
from mobs, riots, or any other unlawful attack whatsoever, 
and uponthe first notice of any attempt upon, either of the 
subscribers, each and every one of us will immediately re- 
pair to the person attacked, and him defend to the last ex-. 
t remit j-. 
January 17, 1775. 

TO THE SUBSCRIBERS OF THE ABOVE ASSOCIATION. 
.. , Portsmouth, March 31, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Take this Association under your mature 
consideration, as I hope some of you to be gentlemen of 
penetration and knowledge ; and after a serious examination 
of the above Association, you' will find, instead of support- 
ing and maintaining the laws of the land, you are acting 
in direct violation thereof. As you say you will support 
arid maintain the laws of the Jand, aqd as you have not 



made any distinction between the Province Law and the 
late unconstitutional Acts, established by the King and 
Parliament, we must suppose you mean to support and 
maintain both, Permit me, gentlemen, to tell you, that 
your zeal overbalances your knowledge. Pray examine 
the Province law throughout, and all other law authorities 
that ever were held in repute by the English Nation, and 
you will not find one instance wherein they justify a num- 
ber of men in combining together in any league whatsoever 
to support the law, but quite the reverse; for the law is 
supported in another manner; it is maintained by Magis- 
trates and Officers, that are legally appointed as the laws 
direct, and not by a . number of men combining together. 
You say you " will also defend and protect each other from 
mob?, riots, or any unlawful attack whatsoever ; and that on 
the first notice of any attempt upon either of the subscri- 
bers, each and every one of you will immediately repair to 
the person attacked, and him defend to tbe last extremity." 

Is this law, gentlemen ? In what book and page will 
you find it? or what legislative body ever established such 
measures to support laws ? Was it ever known in the 
King's Dominions for a number of men to assemble to- 
gether in order to suppress any mob without authority ; for 
so doing they are themselves a mob in the eyes of the law, 
to all intents and purposes; though I am convinced, if you 
had been prudent enough to have examined into the la.w 
of the province, by whicj] our lives and properties are pro- 
tected, before yqu undertook to support it by mobs, as you 
have* solemnly agreed to do, you would have been ashamed 
ever to have subscribed your namesto such an unlawful 
combination. ■ - . ■ _'■'-. 

Gentlemen^ I beg leave to ask you what it is you are 
afraid of? Is it because you have honest hearts and act 
upon well-grounded principles ? Is it because you stand 
strong for the Colonies and her liberties ? Or is it because 
you strike against American freedom, and because you are 
trying to enforce the late unconstitutional Acts, and to 
plunge America into a state of slavery ? Surely it must 
be guilt and remorse of conscience, and from thence springs 
fear; ah j fear, indeed, and reason enough for fear, for any 
person to sell his Country and the liberties, thereof, for the 
sake of false honour and the poor pittance of sordid gain ; 
he will live in fear and die in fear, and will run the greatest 
risk of being tormented hereafter. Spectator. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON - TO. A .GENTLEMAN 
IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED APRIL 1, 1775. 

The behaviourof the New- Yorlcershas raised the drooping 
spirits of the Ministry, and has been the cause of their pursu- 
ing their tyrannous measure's towards America with tenfold 
vigour. A Bill is brought into the House by Lord North, to 
stop the trade of New- Jersey , Pennsylvania. Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, and South- Carolina ; it is determined, if you will not 
trade with Great Britain, that you shall not trade any 
where else. The friends of the Ministry declare publickly, 
everywhere, their intention of starving the four New-Eng- 
land Colonies. Ought not the Merchants of Pennsylvania, 
&c, &c; as they have but little time before the Act takes 
place that will prevent their sending them any provisions, 
to fill their Towns with bread, flour, and every thing else 
they may stand in need of? If it is true what the Minis- 
try give out, that they have divided you, I yet hope, when 
America Comes to see the insidious part Administration 
is taking to subdue her, that you will all unite as one man, 
and suffer every hardship rather than become the dupes of 
the present set of men who govern this Country, If you 
persevere in your Non-Importation and Non-Exportation 
Agreement, in less than twelve months you will become 
complete conquerors; if you break, then you become slaves, 
not to one tyrant, but to five hundred. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM NEW-HAVEN, TO MR. RIVJNG- 
TON, NEVV-YORK, DATED APRIL 1, 1775. 

Our Committee of Inspection have proceeded to very 
unwarrantable lengths; they ordered summonses to be ser- 
ved on several persons who had not been altogether com- 
plaisant enough to the mandates of the Congress. One of 
the Committee-men demanded of a loyal Constitutionalist : 
" What, do you drink Tea ? Take care what you do, Mr. 
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C, for you are to know the Committee command the mob, 
and can in an instant let them. loose upon any man who 
opposes their decrees, and complete his destructidn." But 
upon his damning the King, the spirit of the gallant Roy- 
alist grew impatient, and he opened a battery of execra- 
tions upon Committees and Congresses of all denominations. 
This, of course, occasioned his being ordered before the 
whole Sanhedrim, where he is to be interrogated after the 
manner of the Spanish and Portugal inquisitions. To this 
complexion is American liberty, through the influence of the 
King-killing Republicans, already arrived. But the culprit 
is true game, and will prove as tough a sapling as ever these 
big wigs have tried their strength upon. If these choose 
to carry matters to extremity, now is the time to repel force 
by force, in defence of the constitutional liberty of the 
Colony ; and be the strength of the disaffected what it may, 
the lives and fortunes of many in this Country will be 
freely hazarded in defence of King George the Third, and 
the laws of his Realm. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER EROM BOSTON, TO A GENTLEMAN IN 
■ PHILADELPHIA, DATED SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 1775. 

On Thursday last at daylight, the Troops beat to arms ; 
five Regiments marched out with Earl Percy at their head ; 
it was supposed they were going to Concord, where our 
Provincial Congress is now sifting. A quantit)' of provi- 
sions and warlike stores, I understand, is lodged there. 
Several expresses were immediately sent away to give no- 
tice of their marching. Important consequences were 
apprehended ; but happily they only went a few miles out 
of Boston and returned again. The Town and Country 
were alarmed ; many of the neighbouring country Towns 
immediately mustered, and got equipped for a march. It 
has given such uneasiness, that Committees from twelve of 
the near Towns have met upon it, and intend sending 
a Petition to the Provincial Congress representing this af- 
fair to them, desiring they would take up the matter, and 
remonstrate to the General upon it. The Troops ~went out 
of the common road ; marched over the people's land — some 
where their grain was sown — and gardens; broke down their 
fence's, walls, &tc, and doing other injuries. It is thought 
such proceedings will bring on bad consequences, unless 
prevented. The late conduct of the Regulars, in tarring 
and feathering a countryman, headed by one of their Co- 
lonels and other Officers, and the spirited remonstrance it 
occasioned from the Selectmen of the. Town of Billerica 
to General Gage, has made much talk. - 

The military spirit and resolution prevailing in this Prov- 
ince, in support of their liberties and Constitution, is aston- 
ishing. I hope we shall soon, have some good news from 
home, to prevent any breaking out, which I begin to fear, 
especially if the troops continue their marchings out. I 
have heard that forty or fifty of the .troops were so fatigued 
by their march on Thursday, that they could not keep op 
with their fellow soldiers on their return. It is said they 
are intending to go out again soon. The Provincial grand 
magazine of provisions and warlike stores is kept at Wbiy 
cestef, about forty-four miles from Boston. 



COUNCIL OF NORTH-CAROLINA. 

At a Council held at Newiern, the 2d of April, 1775, 

- Present: His Excellency the Governour, the. Hon. Jas. 
Hasell, Hon.. John Rutherford, Hon. Lewis H. De Ros- 
sett, Hon. Alexander McCulloh, Samuel Strudivicke, 
Martin Howard, and Samuel Cornell, Esquires. 

His Excellenqy acquainted the Board that he had receiv- 
ed His Majesty's commands to use his utmost endeavours 
to prevent the appointment of Deputies from this Colony, 
to attend another Congress intended to be held at Phila- 
delphia, in the month of May next. And as a Convention 
is appointed by advertisement to meet to-morrow in New- 
bern, for the choice of such Delegates, His Excellency 
desired the advise of the Council what measures, were pro- 
per to be taken to_ prevent the meeting of such unlawful 
assembly. The Board were unanimously of opinion that 
His Excellency had no other means than to issue a Procla- 
mation to forbid the holding of the proposed Convention, 
and to declare that such proceedings would be highly of- 



fensive to His Majesty; upon which His Excellency issued 
the folio wing 

Proclamation. 

Whereas, I have received information that, in conse- 
quence of an advertisement signed John Harvey, Modera- 
tor, some time since published and dispersed through this 
Province, sundry persons have been elected by a small 
number of Freeholders in the several Counties, to meet in 
Convention in the Town i of Newbern, on this day for the 
choice of Deputies to represent this Colony jn a Congress 
intend.ed to be held at the City of Philadelphia, in the 
month of May next : And whereas, the meeting of such 
Convention, and the declared purpose thereof will be high- 
ly offensive to the King, and dishonourable to the General 
Assembly of this Prpvince, which is appointed to sit at this 
time for the despatch of publick business: I \\ a ve, there- 
fore, thought fitj with the advice of His Majesty's Council, 
to issjue this Proclamation, hereby in the King's name to 
forbid the holding of the~said Convention. And I dp ex- 
hort all His Majesty's subjects, on their allegiance and on 
pairi of. incurring His Majesty's high displeasure, to with- 
draw themselves from the same, and to desist from all such 
illegal, unwarrantable, and. dangerous proceedings. • - 

Given, &tc, the 3d of April, 1775. ^ Jo. Martin. 
God save the King. 



GLOUCESTER COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of the Committee of Gloucester County, 
at the Court-House of the said County, on Monday, the 
3d of April, 1775,' . ; " 

Warner Lewis, Esq., Chairman. 

The Resolves of the Convention held at the Town of 
Richmond the 20th of March, 1775, were read. and unani- 
mously approved of. ■_."'."-" 

Resolved, That the thanks of this. .Committee be pre- 
sented to Thomas Whiting and Lewis Burwell, Esquires, 
our worthy Delegates, for" their faithful discharge of the 
important trust reposed in them. ..-■■- 

" It being late before a sufficient number of members as- 
sembled to proceed upon business, the Committee adjourn- 
ed to Tues jay, the 25th instant. 



Committee Chamber, Philadelphia", April 3, 1775. 

Whereas there is the greatest reason to believe that quan- 
tities of J^ast India Goods have been purchased in England 
- by Holland merchants and others, with a view to transport 
them to the Dutch Islands 1n ,the West-Indies, and from 
thence introduce them Into the Ports of North America ; 
and as such a traffick would not only be injurious to the 
trade and interest of this Country, but effectually counter- 
act the Non-Importation Agreement which has been adopt- 
ed, among other measures, for the common safety, this 
Committee therefore think it expedient thus publ'rckly to 
caution their fellow-citizens against engaging in so perni- 
cious a trade, and to declare that the utmost vigilance will 
be used to detect any persons who shall endeavour" to im- 
port such India Goods from the Dutch Islands or elsewjiere, 
and when detected their names will be published to the 
world, as delinquents and enemies to the liberties of Ame- 
rica. By order of the Committee: 

John Benezet, Assistant Secretary. 



FREEHOLD (MONMOUTH COUNTY, N. J.) COMMITTEE. - 

. . . ' April 3, 1775. 

Thomas Leonard, Esquire, having been duly notified to 
appear this day before the Committee of Inspection for the 
Township of Freehold, in the County of Monmouth, Neio- 
Jersey, and answer to a number of complaints made against 
him, did not think proper to attend. 

The Committee therefore proceeded, with care and im- 
partiality, to consider the evidence laid before them, and 
were unanimously of opinion, that the said Thomas Leo- 
nard, Esquire, has, in a number of instances, been guilty 
of a breach of the Continental Association, and that, pur- 
suant to the tenour of said Association, every friend to 
true freedom ought immediately to break off all connexion 
and dealings with him, the said Leonard, and treat him as 
a foe to the rights of British America, 
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Ordered, That their Clerk transmit .a copy of this judg- 
ment Jto the Press. Signed accordingly Tt>y 

• - Nath. Scudder, Clerk. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM NEW-YORK TO A GENTLEMAN. 
IN BOSTO~N, DATED APRIL 3, 1775. 

1 am really under the greatest anxiety for the fate of 
you and your distressed citizens, as such great quantities of 
military stores have bgen carried from hence to. your Town, 
as well as boards, hay, straw, bran, harness, &ic, &c, 
which, added to the three hundred horses that we. are told 
are sent for to Canada, portends the worst of designs. It 
is suspected that the Troops really mean to take the field, 
and attempt to open the Courts under the. new regulation, 
or make a; forced march, to Worcester. Others imagine 
thaf they will march out five or ten miles at a time, in order 
to cqmpel you to commence hostilities first ; whilst some 
tliinkjb&tJaQt.hing ' will be attempted" till the Parliament 
lias d^clcfed pn the grand controversy. However, I am 
not cjear put that orders to prosecute the Ministry's inten- 
tions, till the Parliament decides otherwise, may have been 
sent ; and should your noble spirits be subdued, there is no 
doubtbuttlie Parliament itself would justify such a" con- 
duct, though at the expense of much blood and treasure. 
For Heaven's sake be watchful, as all, under God, depends 
on your conduct at this time. A vessel with nails, boards, 
&c, for the Army, is ashore at Hell-Gate. 



- . ' DTI. JOSEPH WARREN TO ARTHUR LEE. 

• ' " . ■ . . . Boston, April 3, 1775. 

Dear Sir : Your favour of the 21st of December came 
Opportunely to hand, as it enabled me to give the Provin- 
cial Congress, now sitting at Concord, a just view of the 
measure's pursued by the tools of the Administration ; and 
effectually to guard them against that state of security into 
which many have endeavoured to lull them. If we ever 
obtain a redress of grievances from Great Britain, it rpust 
be by the influence of those illustrious personages, whose 
virtue now keeps them out of power. . The King never 



will bring them into power, until the ignorance and phren- 
sy of the present Administration make the Throne on which 
he sits shake under him. If Am eric ft is an humble instru- 
ment of the salvation of Britain, it will give us the sincer- 
est joy ; but if Britain must lose her liberty, she must lose 
it alone. America must and will be "free. The contest 
may be severe — the end will be glorious. We would not 
boast, but we think, united and prepared as we are, we 
have no reason to doubt of success, if we should be com- 
pelled to the last appeal ; but we mean not to make that 
appeal until we can be justified in doing it in the sight of 
God and man. Happy shall we be if the Mother Country 
will allow u§ the free enjoyment of our rights, and indulge 
us in the pleasing employment of aggrandizing her. 

The members for the Continental Congress are almost, 
all chosen by the several Colonies. Indeed, if any Colony 
should neglect to choose members, it would be ruinous to 
it ; as_all intercourse would immediately, cease between that 
Colony and the whole Continent. ... - . 

The First Brigade of the, Army marched about four 
miles out of Town three days ago, under the command of 
' a Brigadier General, (Earl Percy,) but as they marched 
without baggage or artillery, they did not occasion so great 
an alarm as they otherwise would. Nevertheless great 
numbers, completely armed, collected in the neighbouring 
Towns ; and it is the opinion of many, that had they march- 
ed eight or ten miles, and attempted to destroy any maga- 
zines, or abuse the people, not a man of them would have 
returned to Boston. The Congress immediately took 
proper measures for restraining any unnecessary effusion 
of blood ; and also passed proper resolves respecting the 
Army, if they should attempt to come out of the Town 
with baggage and artillery. 

I beg leave to recommehd to your notice Mr. liana, 
the bearer hereof, (a gentleman of the law,) a man of sense 
and probity, a true friend to his Country, of a respectable 
family and fortune. - • , ";., ' 

May Heaven bless you, and reward your labours" with 
success. lam, sir, with great respect, your most obedient 
humble servant, . Jos. Warren. - 

To Arthur. Lee, Esq., London. 



NORTH-CAROLINA ASSEMBLY. 
North- Carolina, ss. 

At an Assembly begun and held at Newborn the fourth 
day of April, in the fifteenth year of the reign of our 
Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God of 
. Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of 
the Faith, etc., and in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five, being the first session of 
this present Assembly : " 

The^ Clerk of the Crown having certified that the fol- 
lowing persons were duly elected, and returned Represent- 
atives for the respective Counties and Towns', viz: 

Anson County. — (None.) 

Beaufort.— IJdg-er Ormond, Thomas Rcspess, Jun. 

Bertie,.-- -John Johnston, David Stanley. 

Beaden.i— William Salter, James White. 

Brunswick. — Robert Howe, John Rowan. " 
^BxjTE.—^WiUi^m, Person, Green Hill. 

Craven. — James Coor, Lemuel Hatch. 

Carteret.— Jf77?fa»n Thompson, Solomon Shephard. 

Chowan. —Samuel Johnston, Thomas Oldham, Thomas 
Benbury, Thomas Jones, Thomas Hunter. 

Curritucx.-— TAotojm Macknight, Francis Williamson, 

'Solomon, Perkins, Samuel Jctrvis, NathanJPoyner. 
' Cumberland. — Farquard Campbell, Thomas Rutherford. 

C hath amy — (None A 

Dobbs! — Richard Caswell, William McKinnie. . ... 

Duplin.— -Thomas Gray, Thomas Hicks. , . 

Edgecombe..— (None.) _ 

Granville.— TJiomas, Person, Memucan Hunt. 
Guilford.— (None.) 

' Halifax.— Nicholas Long, Benjamin McCulloch. 
Hertford,— William ; Murfree, George Wy?ins. 
Johnston.— Needham Bryan, Benjamin Williams. 
MARTiN.--n(NQne.) 
Mecklenburgh. — (None.) 



New-Hanover. — John Ashe, William Hooper. 
Northampton.— Allen Jones, Jeptlia Athcrlon. 
Orange. — Ralph McNair, Thomas Hart, 
Onslow.— -William Cray, Henry Rhodes. 
Pasquotank. — Jonathan Hearring, Isaac Gregory , Ed- 
ward Everigin, Joseph Reding, Joseph Jones. 
Perquimans.- — John Harvey, Benjamin Harvey, Andreiv 

Knox, Thomas Harvey, John Whedbee. 
Pitt. — -John Simpson, Edward Salter. 
Rowan.— Griffith Rutherford, Matthew Lock. 
Surry. — (None.) 

Tryon. — William Moore, William Alston. 
Tyrrell. — Benj. Spruill, Jos. Sprujll, Jeremiah Eraser. 
Wake, — (None.)_ 
For the Town of Bath. — William "Brown, 

Brunswick. — Parker Quince. 

Campbelton. — Robert Rowan. 

Edenton. — Joseph Hewes. ; 

.Halifax. — (None,) 

Hillsborough. — Francis Nash. . 

Newbern.- — (None.) 

Salisbury .—(None.) . 

Wilmington. — Cornelius Harnett. 

Pursuant to which the following persons appeared, viz: 



John Harvey, 
Andrew Khpx, 
Joseph Hewes, 
Samuel Johnston, 
Thomas Oldham, 
Thomas Benbury, 
ThomaB Jones, 
Thomas Hunter, 
Isaac Gregory, 
Joseph Jones, 
John Campbell, 
- John Johnston, 
David Stanley, 
Thomas Hicks, 
William Salter, 
James White, 



Farquard Campbell, 
Thomas Rutherford, 
Jeremiah Fraser, 
James Coor," 
Lemuel Hatch, 
Thomas Person, 
Memucan Hunt, 
Francis Nash, 
John Simpson, 
Edward Salter, 
William Thompson, 
Solomon Sheppard, 
Nicholas Long, 
Benjamin McCulloch, 
William Cray, 
Henry Rhodes, 



Richard Caswell, - 
Thomas Macknight, 
Solomon Perkin», 
Samuel Jarvis, 
Nathan Poyner, 
Griffith Rutherford, 
Cornelius Harnett, 
Robert Howe, 
John Ashe, 
William Hooper, 
Ralph Macnair, 
William Person, 
Green Hill, 
Allan Jones, 
Joptha Atherton, 
George Wynns. . 
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The Clerk of this House waited on his Excellency the 
Governour, and acquainted him that a sufficient number of 
Members to constitute a House were met, and to desire his 
Excellency to issue a Commission, and appoint some of the 
members of Council tcr see them qualified. 

Being returned, brought for answer that his Excellency 
would appoint two of the Members accordingly. 

The Honourable Lewis H. De Rosset, and Alexander 
McCulloch, Esquires, two of the members of Council 
came to the House ; and the above forty-eight Members 
were qualified, by taking the oaths by law appointed for 
the qualification of publick officers, and repealing and sub- 
scribing the test. ' " ' 

Mr. Caswell and Mr. Macknight waited on his Excel- 
lency the Governour to inform him that the Members had 
qualified, and that they waited to receive his commands. 
- Being returned, reported to the House that his Excel- 
lency would send a Message to the Members to wait on 
him. 

Received from his Excellency the Governour .a verbal 
message by his Secretary, desiring the attendance of the 
Members in the Palace at 12 o'clock. 

The Members waitedon his Excellency the Governour 
in the Palace, when he was pleased to direct that they 
return to the House and make choice of a Speaker. 

The Members being returned to the House, Mr. Samuel 
Johnston proposed and set up John Han ey, Esquire, who 
was [unanimously chosen Speaker, and placed in the chair 
accordingly. . - 

On motion, Ordered, Mr- Knox and Mr.. McCulloch 
wait on his. Excellency the Governour, and acquaint him 
the House had made choice of a Speaker, and desire to 
know when they shall wait on his Excellency to present 
him. 

Being returned, informed the House his Excellency 
would send a message when he would receive them. 

Received from .his Excellency the Governour a ve.rba.1 
message by his Secretary, requiring the immediate atten- 
dance of the House m the Palace. - ■ 

The House .waited on his Excellency the Governour in 
the. Palace, and presented their Speaker, whom his Excel- 
lency was pleased to approve of. 

Then Mr. Speaker requested his Excellency to confirm 
the rights and privileges of the House, and that no mistake 
or errour of his might be imputed to the House ; to which 
his Excellency was pleased to answer, he would support 
the House Jn_aJl. their just rights and privileges," and.then 
made a Speech to His Majesty's Council and this House. 

Mr. Speaker with the House being returned, Mr. Speak- 
er reported that his Excellency the 'Governour had made 
a Speech to the Council ana this House, a copy of .which, 
to prevent^ mistake, he had obtained, and laid the same 
before .the House. \ 

Then, on motion, Ordered, the said Speech be read. 

Read the same, and is as follows, to wit : 

Gentlemen of His Majesty's Honourable Council, 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly: 

I have now met you in General Assembly, in hopes that, 
dismissing every cause of private dissention from your 
minds you will calmly, unitedly, and faithfully apply 
yourselves to the discharge of the high and important 
office of legislation, in which you bear so great a sriare, 
according to the Constitution of this Country, that calls 
upon you for relief at this time in a most peculiar and 
pressing 1 manner. 

I look, gentlemen, with the extremest honour and con- 
cern to the consequences of the violent and unjustifiable 
proceedings in some of His Majesty's Colonies of this Con- 
tinent," where^in many places the innocent, unwary, and 
ignorant part of the people have been cruelly betrayed 
into measures highly inconsistent with their duty and. alle- 
giance to our most jgracious Sovereign and the State, that 
tend immediately to involve them in the most embarrassing 
difficulties and distresses, and which, if pursued, must ine- 
vitably precipitate these Colonies from their present unpa- 
ralleled .state of prosperity into a train 6T miseries most 
dreadful to contemplate, whence ages of time will not 
redeem them, to their now envied felicity. You, gentlemen, 
afe bound by your duty to the King, to the State, and to 
this People, as well as I, by mine, to obviate the contagion 
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of these evil examples in this Country, and to defend it, 
if possible, from the ruin and_distraction to which they 
plainly lead. " ._...- 

I see with infinite concern the unhappy influence they 
have already had among" us." The meetings to which .the 
people have been excited, the appointment of Committees, 
the violences these" little unrestrained and arbitrary tribu- 
nals ha<ve done to the rights of His Majesty's subjects, the 
flagrant and unpardonable insults they have offered to the 
highest authorities of the State, by some of their acts, 
which have been made publick; and the stop that has 
been put in some of the Counties to_ the regular course 
of justice, in imitation of the unwarrantable measures taken 
in* other Colonies, but too "plainly evince their baneful pro- 
gress here, and loudly demand the most effectual exertion 
of your restraining and correcting powers. 

You are "now, gentlemen of the Assembly, by your duty 
to yourselves and to your constituents, most peculiarly 
called ,upon to oppose a meeting of Delegates, which the 
people have been invited to choose, and who are appointed 
to assemble at itbis very time and place in the face of the 
Legislature. This illegal meeting, pursuant to my duty to 
the King and to the Constitution of this Country, and from 
regard to your dignity and the just rights of the people, I 
have counteracted, and! shall continue jo resist it by every 
means in my power. What can this mean, gentlemen ?_ 
Are you not the only lawful Representatives of the people 
in this Country, and competent to every legal purpose? 
Will you, then, submit to see your constituents misled,'to 
violate their dearest privileges by wounding your dignity, 
and setting up Representatives derogatory to your just 
power and authority ? This, gentlemen, is an insult to you 
of so violent a nature .that it appears to me to demand 
your "every possible discouragement, for its evident tendency 
is to excite a belief in the people that they are capable of 
electing Representatives of superiour powers to the Mem- - 
bers of your House ; which, if it can possibly obtain, must 
lead to obvious consequences, to the destruction of the es- 
sence, if not the very being" of an Assembly in this Prov- 
ince, and finally to the utter dissolution and overthrow of 
its established happy Constitution. 

This, gentlemen, .amprig others J have before mentioned, 
is one of the fatal expedients employed in some of the 
other Colonies, under the influence of factious_ahd_wi_cked 
men, intent upon promoting their own horrid purposes at 
the. hazard of their Country's ruin. I hope they have been 
adopted Jiere more from a, spirit of imitation than ill prin- 
ciples, and that you, clearly discerning the mischiefs with 
which they are pregnant," will heartily concur with rrie: in 
opposing dawntngs of so dangerous a system. 

As an object of the greatest consequence, to all the 
Colonies, I would recommend it to your first attention to 
employ your utmost care and assiduity to remove those 
false impressions, by which the. engines of sedition have 
laboured" to effect (but too successfully) a most unnatural 
division between the Parent. ,_S.tate_ and these.. Colonies, 
which, under her protecting, indulgent, fostering care, have 
attained to a degree of prosperity beyond all example. 
The basest arts have., been practised upon the innocent 
people, and they have been blindly led to partake in guilt, 
to which their hearts are confessedly averse ; and thus, step 
by step,. they will be seduced from their duty, and all the 
bonds of civil society will be destroyed, unless timely 
remedies: are applied- This, gentlemen, is a melancholy 
prospect, that rrjjust seriously alarm every good subject, 
every humane, every honest man ; and it will be your duty, 
as guardians of the . constitutional rights of the people, 
vigorously to oppose proceedings so manifestly subversive 
of their freedom ;and happiness. '..."..-'_ 

Be it your care, then, gentlemen, to undeceive the people ; 
to lead them back from the dangerous precipice to which 
an ill spirit of faction is urging them, to the paths of their 
duty"; set before them the sacred tie of allegiance, by which, 
as subjects, they are bound to the State; inform them of 
the reciprocal benefits which their strict observance thereof 
entitles them tor and warn them of. the danger to which 
they must expose 'their Jives _an3 properties, and all that 
they hold dear, by revolting from it. 

The frequent occasions you have had, in your several 
capacities as. Members of the Legislature and Magistrates, 
most solemnly to swear this allegiance, which is an implied 
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duty upon every subject of every State, where it is not 
professed and declared, must have brought it home to your 
dwn consideration, and you are therefore certainly well 
qualified to explain the obligatory nature and importance 
of it to the people. They will naturally look up to you 
for a rule of conduct in these wild and distempered times , 
and I have no doubt that, taught by your example, they 
"will immediately return to their duly an J obedience to the 
laws, and gladly free themselves from that tyranny which 
ill-directed zeal and lawless jimbition, by all the arts of 
misrepresentation and delusion, are courting them to submit 
to. j have the high satisfaction to' tell jou, gentlemeny 
that I have already received signal proofs of the steady 
loyalty and duty ofa great number of "the good people of 
this Province, and I have the fullest assurance that many 
more will foljow their laudable example. These, gentle- 
men, are favourable presages, upon which I congratulate 
you, ;and which I persuade myself your prudent conduct 
will improve to the honour and advantage of your Country. 

The state of the Colonies is at (his time the subject of 
the deliberations of the grand Council of the Nation, from 
whose wisdom and justice they have every thing to expect 
consistent with the principles of the British Constitution 
and the general welfare of the Empire, while they continue 
- injhe duty they owe to it. The confessed generous cha- 
racter of Britain, and the magnanimity of our most gracious 
Sovereign, who, through the whole course of his reign, has 
uniformly made the happiness of his people the object of 
all his views, and the rule of all his actions, insures it to 
them.. On this great A rbiter of British rights it therefore 
becomes you to rely with the fullest confidence, and to de- 
serve, by a dutiful behaviour, its favourable regard. If a 
precedent could be~wanting, as I cannot suppose it is, to- 
induce to such right; conduct, one of the most ; respectable 
of this Colonies Jeffords, it to you ; and you will see, without 
queslion, how highly improper it will be, at such a conjunc- 
ture, to "countenance any measures of a contrary nature. 
If the" people of this Colony have any representations to 
make to the supreme powers- of the State, you are the only 
legal and proper channel of their applications, and through 
you they may be assured of every attention to their dutiful 
petitions. You, gentlemen, I dare say, esteem too highly 
the rights of the people committed to your guardianship, 
and know too well. the. limits of your own power, to consign 
them to_any other hands that must only be disqualified to 
serve the people, but will infallibly divest you of that dig- 
nity and : consequence which belong to you as their lawful 
Representatives. 

Let me' hope, gentlemen,, that, laying aside all passion 
and prejudice, you will calmly, and with one accord, pursue 
such a line of conduct iiv these points of general concern 
lo America? as may be most likely to heal the unhappy 
differences now "subsisting between Great Britain and her 
Colonies. C ons '^ eE - now great an opportunity you now 
have to serve, to sa.ve your Country, to manifest your loy- 
alty to the best of Kings, and to demonstrate your attach- 
ment to the^British Constitution — -the most free, the most 
glorious and happiest political system in the whole world. 
K you consult but for a moment your own- Interest and 
welfare, and the happiness of this people, I cannot be dis- 
appointed in' my hopes that you will avail yourselves of the 
occasion. Re it your glory, gentlemen, to record, to latest 
posterity, that at a, time when the monster Sedition dared 
to rear his impious head m America,, the people of North- 
Carolina, inspired with a just sense of their duty to their 
King and Country, and animated by the example of its Le- 
gislature, stood among the foremost of his. Majesty's sub- 
jects, to resist his baneful snares and to repel the fell' invader 
of their happiness. Thus, gentlemen, you may redeem 
your sinking Country to prosperity ;: thus'you will. acquire 
to yourselves immortal honour and renown :. while a con- 
trary conduct must inevitably plunge this'dncf" happy land 
in honours beyond all imagination ; whetice nothing can 
recover it but the generous hand of Britain, interposed to 
" 'saver yocrfrom your own destruction. Thus, gentlemen, I 
have set before you, upon principles of your duty to the 
Constitution and the welfare of your Country, the neces- 
sity of discouraging, to the utmost of yourpower, the illegal 
meetings into which the innocent people have been betrayed, 
and the unlawful establishments and appointments they 
have been led to give their sanction to. 1 have also stated 



to you the more especial obligations you lie under to pre- 
vent that meeting to which the people have been invited 
to send Deputies here at this time, and I have fully ad- 
monished you of the ruinous consequences of a different 
conduct. In addition to these powerful motives, gentle- 
men, I am authorized to Say, that the unwarrantable mea- 
sure of appointing Delegates to attend a Congress at Phila- 
delphia, now in agitation, will be highly offensive to the" 
King, and this, I cannot doubt, will be reason with you of 
the greatest force to oppose so dangerous a step. 

Your ne^xf attention, gentlemen, is due to the particular 
state of this Country, that calls for your strictest regard. 

The exhausted state of the pubUck Treasury, the large 
demands upon it that remain unsatisfied, the dues of pub- 
lick officers that are unpaid, call loudly for your attention 
to the ill condition of publick credit and the finances of 
this Country, and 1 trust you will not fail to pay that regard 
which is due to points of so great importance. I heartily 
wish, with regard to matters of finance and modes of taxa- 
tion, as well as to the regulation of the Treasury, to draw 
your attention to the. admirable, systems of Neiv- York and 
Maryland, in which last : Colony publick credit is established 
upon the firmest basis; but the"*example of every other 
Colony, with regard to the latter article, I am sorry to say 
it, is better than has been'yet adopted here. 
■ You have now, gentlemen, a fair_opportunTty to restore 
to this Province, by a law for the permanent establishment 
of Courts, that great store of political blessings, arising 
from a due. and regular administration of justice, of which 
I have long lamented to see it deprived. I have received 
His Majesty's determination upon the proposed regulations 
with regard to proceedings by attachment, which have been 
the apparent cause of this misfortune.. .This I shall com- 
municate to you jn the course of your session, and I hope 
it iviir obviate a41 the difficulties that. have oecurrerlon this 
subject. When the establishment of Courts, shajl come 
under your consideration, you cannot fail to see the neces- 
sity of making provision for the Judges, and the propriety 
of that prevision being adequate and honourable, and suit- 
able to offices of so. high dignity and importance. 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly: 

I cannot doubt that you will see the same necessity for 
supporting the.usuaTestablishment.of Fort Johnston, found- 
ed upon the same principles of public utility that have 
induced you to maintain it during so long a series of years. 

Gentlemen of His" Majesty's Honourable Council, 

Mr, Speaher, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly : 
- I am sensible that the adyaiicedseason^of the year re- 
quires your attendance on your domestick affairs, and I shall 
therefore be glad to find that your unanimity in the conduct 
of the very important business you are now met upon, 
affords me opportunity" to conclude your session speedily 
and hrfppily ; on my part, I do assure you, nothing shall be 
wanting to promote these good ends.. Jo. Martin. 

Newborn, 4th April, 1775, ~^ 

Then, ori' motion, Ordered, His Excellency the Gov- 
ernour's Speech lie.for consideration til ]_ to-morrow morning. 

On rqotion, Japics Green, Jr., is appointed Clerk to this 
House; James Glasgow, Assistant; Benjamin For dham, 
Mace Bearer ;: Francis Lynaugh and Evan Swam, Door- 
keepers. " _ -_■■;'-__■ " ■■;. : '.--' : '\ .--: \f-l-~-' '. - ~ - 
^ Mr. Jonathan Hearri'ng, one of the Members, for Pas- 
quotank County, appeared. 

Then the House "adjourned till to-morrow morning 10 
o'clock. . ~ . -■-■_-■ ■ - - . 

. , . _ , "Wednesday, olh April, 1775. 

The. Hoqse met according to adjournment. 

This. House being informed that Mr. Isaas Edwards, 
who was ejected Member for .the Town of Newb'ern, is 
dea<l : " " ' - . ---'*..-.' : ' 

On motion, Ordered, The following Message be sent to 
his Excellency the GoverjiouT, to wit: 

To His Excellency Josi ah Martin, Esquire, Captain- 

General, Governour, fy'c, SfC- 

Sir: This House having been informed that Mr. Isaac, 
Edwards, who was elected Member foF the Town of Neiv- 
bern, is dead, therefore desire your Excellency will be 
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pleased to direct the Clerk of the_ Crown to issue a Writ 
for electing a Member for the said Town, to sit and vote in 
this present Assembly. 

. • ~ John Harvey, Speaker. 

Sent by: Mr. Hatch and Mr. Coor. 

The House being informed that the Returning Officer 
of Guilford County had neglected to make due return 
of the Writ of Election for the said County, whereby one 
of the Members is deprived of a seat in this House", _ 

On motion, Ordered, That the said Officer be sent. for 
and brought in custody to the Bar of this House, to answer 
for such his conduct. 

The Order of the Day being read, Resolved, The House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow morning, to take under consideration His Excel- 
lency the Governour's Speech. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning 10 
o'clock. * 

: . ' : - Thursday, 6th April, 1775. 

The House met according to adjournment. 

- On motion, Ordered, That Mr. Ashe, Mr. Rhodes, Mr. 

Thos. Rutherford, Mr. Hunt, Mr. Sheppard, Mr. McCul- 
loch, Mr. Caswell; Mr. Hewes, Mr. Hill, Mr. Thomas 
Jones, and Mr. Gregory, Be a Committee of Privileges and 
Elections, and that they have power to send for persons, 
papers, and records, as the case may require, . * 

On motion, Ordered f That Mr. Harnelt, Mr. Hewes, 
Mr. Knox, Mr. Cray, Mr, Samuel Johnston, Mr. Hunt, 
Mr. J arvif, Mr. Howe, Mr, John Campbell, Mr,. Mac- 
knight, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Macnair, and Mr. Long, be a 
Committ ee oF Tublic Accounts ; and that Mr. Ashe, Mr. 

Oldham, TVTr. John Johnston, Mr. Allen Jones, Mr. Per- 
kins, Mr. Thomas Jones, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Farquard 

Campbell, TV'Ir. Benbury, Mr. Rhodes, Mr. Gregory, Mr. 
. Edward .Salter, Mr. Fraser, Mr. William. Person, and 
Mr. Jarvis, be a Committee of Public Claims, in con- 
junction with such of the Members of His Majesty's ho- 
nolirahle Council as "they shall think fit to appoint, and that 
the following Message be sent to the Council, to wit : 

Gentlemen of His Majesty's Honourable Council; 

Tliis House have appointed Mr. Harnett, Mr. Hewes, 
Mr. Knox, Mr. Gray, Mr. Samuel Johnston, Mr. Hunt, 
Mr. Jarvis, Mr. John Campbell, Mr. Macknighi, Mr. 
Hooper, Mr. Macnair, and Mr. Long, on the Public Ac- 
counts; and Mr. Ashe, Mr. Oldham, Mr. John Johnston, 
Mr. Allen Jones, Mr. Perkins, Mr. 7 Thomas Jones, Mr. 
Simpson, Mr. Farquard Campbell, Mr* Benhiry, Mr. 
Rhodes, Mr. Gregory, Mr. Edward Salter, Mr, Fraser, 
Mr. William Person, and. Mr. Jarvis, be a Committee of 
this. House to settle and allow Public Claims, in conjunc- 
tion with, such of your Honours as you shall think fit fo.ap- 
point L John Harvey, Spealcef. 

'. ' Senfby Mi\ McCulloch and Mr, Gregory/ : 

On motion, Ordered, That Mr. William Salter, Mr. 
William Person, Mr. Howe, Mr. Stanley, Mr. Coor, Mr. 
Sheppard, Mr. Poyner, Mr. Hunter, Mr. Farquard 
Campbell, Mr. Caswell, Mr. Thomas Person, Mr. Wynns, 
Mr. Long, Mr. Ashe, Mr. Atherton, Mr. Francis Nash, 
Mr. Rhodes, Mr. Knojc, Mr. Joseph Jones, Mr.'Edward 
Salter, Mr. Griffith Rutherford, Mr'. Fraser, Mr, Hewes, 
and Mr. Harnett, be a' Committee of Propositions and 
Grievances. 

The Order of the Day being read, for taking into con- 
sideration his Excellency's Speech, 

On motion, Resolved, The House resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House. " 

The House, resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House accordingly, and chosiEL .Mr.. Andrew Knox Chair- 
man, and after, some time spent therein, came t.o several 
Resolutions. - -" ' 

-__Then Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair, and Mr. Chair- 
man reported that the Committee hat] taken under con- 
sideration his Excellency the Governour's Speech, and came 
to several Resolutions thereon, to Wit : . 

Resolved, That the Committee to be appointed to pre- 
pare: an Address, in answer to the Governour's Speech, be 
instructed to express that the Assembly of North- Carolina 
have the highest sense of the allegiance due to the King; 



the oath so repeatedly taken by them to that purpose, made 
it unnecessary for them to be reminded of it. That it has 
always been their pleasure .to express, and wi[I ever be so 
to testify by their actions, that allegiance which, however, 
they profess to oWe to His .Majesty as their Sovereign, 
who was by the same Constitution which established that 
allegiance and enjoined that oath" (happily for his subjects) 
solemnly bound to protect them in all their just rights and 
privileges, by which a reciprocal duty became incumbent 
upon both. 
". That it is the undoubted right of His Majesty's subjects 
to petition for a redress of grievances, and to remonstrate 
"against them either in separate or collective capacity, and 
that in order to agree upon such petition or remonstrance, 
they have a right to collect themselves together ; and while 
they conducftbemselves in a peaceable and orderly manner, 
they deserve not to be called an illegal meeting, or to have 
the imputation of sedition cast upon them. The Assembly, 
therefore, can never deem the meeting of the present Con- 
vention at Newbern, in order to appoint Delegates to peti- 
tion for* a redress of grievances, an illegal meeting, nor con- 
ceive it derogatory to the power and authority of the 
Assembly, or wounding to its dignity ; and that though 
the Assembly are the legal Representatives, and perhaps 
adequate to every purpose of the people, yet the frequent 
anexpected prorogations, some of them proclaimed so late 
that many of the Members did not receive information 
thereof till their arrival in Town, gave the people no reason 
id expect that the Assembly would be permitted to meet 
till it was too late to send. Delegates to the Continental 
Congress at Philadelphia ; a measure which America in 
general, and this Province in particular, thought absolutely 
necessary, and. which, as it is the i full sense ofjjur ^constitu- 
ents, we, as.rtheir Representatives, highly approve, 

■ -That the Assembly are entirely Ignorant of, and do. not 
believe that any base arts have been practised upon the 

"people of this Colony, in order to lead them from their 
duty y but that .the steps they have taken have resulted froni 
a full conviction that the Parliament of Great Britain had, 
by a variety of oppressive and unconstitutional proceedings, 
made the measures they" pursued absolutely necess.ary. 
That therefore his Excellency's assert ing that such mea- 
sures have been owing to base arts practised upon themjby 
-wicked and designing men, is not only an injustice done to 
the people, but manifestly tends to weaken_the influence 
which the united petitions of His ^Majesty's American sub- 
jects might otherwise have open their Sovereign for a 
redress of those grievances of which they have such a right 
to complain; and that therefore the Committee bedirectedj 
in the strongest terms, to refute such assertion. 

That the House would feel inexpressible concern at the 
information given" them by his Excellency of his being au- 
thorized to say that the appointing Delegates to attend the 
Congress now in agitation would he highly offensive to the 
King, had they not recently received undoubted informa- 
tion that His Majesty has been pleased to receive, very 
graciously, the; united Petitions of his American subjects," 
addressed to hirri by the Continental Delegates lately con- 
vened at Philadelphia ; and that, therefore, they can never 
suppose that a similar application to the Throne will give 
offence to His Majesty, or^prevent his receiving any peti- 
tion for redress of grievances which his subjects have a right 
to prefer," either separately or unitedly. 

That the Committee appointed by .the people in the 
several Counties' and TownsTn tins Colony, in consequence 
of the Resolutions of the . Continental. Congress held at 
Philadelphia, were the result of necessity, not choice, as 
"the only means left,them to prevent, as far as in them lay, 
the operation of those oppressive and unconstitutional Acts 
of Parliament, endeavoured .to be jmposed upon America 
by Great Britain ; and that the Assembly have not been 
informed. .of any steps taken by those Committees but such 
as they were compelled to take from that necessity, and 
for the salutary purpose aforesaid. . ._ _ _. .„ 

That the Assembly would be^glad to receive Information 
of any marks of loyalty to the King, given his Excellency 
by the Inhabitants of this Colony, had not the manner in 
which that information was conveyed seemed to be intend- 
ed to establish a belief that a" great number of the people 
of this Province .were disaffected to their Sovereign. That, 
therefore, the House instruct their Committee to do justice 
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to the good people of this Colony, whose Representatives 
they are, by bearing testimony to the world in their answer, 
to the Governour's Speech, that His Majesty has no sub- 
jects more loyal than the inhabitants of North- Carolina, 
nor rriore^reaSy, at the expense of their lives and fortunes, 
to protect and support his person, crown; and. dignity. 
That if,, however,. by the signal proofs his Excellency speaks 
o'fi.he means those Addresses lately published in tjie North- 
Carolina jGazette, said to. be presented to his Excellency, 
his congratulations thereupon can in no way be acceptable 
to the Assembly, but from the consideration that in; so 
numerous a Colony so few could: be- found weak, enough to 
be seduced from their duty, and prevailed upon by the 
base arts_oF yvicked and designing men, to adopt measures 
so contrary to the sense of all America, and so destructive 
of those just rights and privileges it was their duty'to sup- 
port. - . ... 

That the Committee be instructed, also, to express the 
warmest attachment to our sister Colonies in general, the 
highest compassion for the sufferings of the Town of Bos- 
ton, in particular, and the fixed and determined resolution 
of this Colony to unite with; the other Colonies in every 
effort' to maintain those rights and: liberties, which,, asfsubr 
je'ets of a British King, they possess,, and which it is, a duty 
they owe to posterity, to band down to them unim.paired^ 

~ Resolved,, That the Committee be instructed to.account 
for the .deficiency of the. Public Funds. 

That the Committee express their sense of the necessity 
of the establishmept of Courts of Justice, and their willing- 
ness to adopt any plan which they may judge adapted to 
the circumstances of the Country. 

That the '"Committee be instructed to "express." that. the 
exhausted state of the Finances, and the particular circum- 
stances of the Country render it inconvenient 'and unneces- 
sary any longer to support the establishment of Fort John- 
ston.^ __ . _. ___],'. " . '. - _■.-- 

--■ On, motion, Ordered, The foregoing Resolutions be In- 
structions to the Committee to he appointed, to draw up 
the Address in answer-, to his Excellency the Goy.ernour/s 
Speech. ~ . -.-'"-.'.. 

On motion-, Ordered, That Mr. Howe, Mr. Hooper, 
Mr. Johnston, Mr. Hewes, and Mir. Macknight, be ap- 
o'inted a Committee to prepare an Address in answer to 
lis Excellency the Governour's Speech,, and report the 
same to the House for approbation. 
., Then jhe House adjourned till .to-morrow morning VO 

o'clock.. 
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• ; ; ;'-'->;•■■*: ■-- '_■".'■■ Friday, 7th" April, 1775. , 

_ The Hou§e met according to adjournment. 

Mr., Howe, from the Committee appointed to prepare 
an Answer to his Excellency's Speech, informed the House . 
they had prepared' the same, which, was read. 

On motion, Ordered 1 , The same stand as the Address of 
this .House : and is as follows, to wit: .. •"., 



avn- 



To His ^Excellency Josiah Makttn, Esquive,, 
General, Governour, fyc, &fc, 

. -Sm: We, His Majesty's most dutiful and, loyal subjects, 
the. Members of the Assembly of North- Carolina, have 
takeri_into^consKleration your Excellency's Speech at the 
opening of this Session. - .--.-.:.- 

We met in General Assembly with, minds superiour to 
private dissension, determined' calmly, unitedly, and faith- 
fully to" discharge the- sacred trusf reposed in us by our 
Constituents, Actuated by sentiments like these, it behooves 
us to declare that the Assembly of this Colony have the 
highest sense of their allegiance to the King of Great Bri- 
~$!$pi, to, whom; alone, as our constitutional Sovereign, we 
.= Acknowledge allegiance to be due, and to, whom we so 
cheerfully, and repeatedly have swornnt," that to remind us 
of tire oath was TpxiiiecessaTy •, this allegiance all past. Assem- 
blies. have s upon every occasionjjamply expressed, and we, 
the present Representatives of the people^ shall be always 
ready by our. actions with pleasure to testify ;: sensible, 
however; thai ; the- same Constitution which;establishes that 
allegiance and enjoins the-oath in consequence of it,, hath 
boumi Majesty under as solemn L obligafions to protect sub- 
jects inviolate in all their just rights and privileges/ wisely 
intending, by reciprocal dependapce, to secure the happiness 
of both.. ■*--■■-■ 



We contemplate with a degree of Horrour the unhappy 
state of America, involved in the most embarrassing diffi- " 
culties and distresses, by a number of unconstitutional inva- 
sions of their just rights and privileges, by which the inha- 
bitants of the Continent in general, and this Province in 
particular, have been precipitated into measures extraordi- 
nary, perhaps,, in their nature, but.warranted by necessity, 
frqm whence, among many other measures, the appoint- 
ment of Committees, in the several Towns _and ^ Counties 
took "its birth,, to prevent,, as much as in them lay, the ope- 
ration of such ..unconstitutional encipacjiments ; and the As- 
sembly remain unconvinced of any steps taken by these 
Committees but such as they were compelled to take for 
that salutary purpose. 

It. iis not .to be controverted, that His Majesty's subjects 
have a right to petition for a redress of grievances, or to 
remonstrate against them ;: and as it is only a meeting of 
the people, that their sense respecting such petition and 
remonstrance can be obtained, that the right of assembling 
is as undoubted. To. attempt, therefore, under the mask 
of authority to prevent or forbid a meeting of the people 
for such purposes, or to interrupt their proceedings when' 
met, would be a vain effort unduly to exercise power in di- _ 
feet opposition to the Constitution. 

Far be it from us, then, Sir, even to wish to prevent the 
operations. of the Convention now held, at Newborn, or to 
agree with your Excellency in bestowing upon them the 
injurious epithet of an illegal meeting. They are, Sir,, the 
respectable Representatives of the people, appointed for a 
special and important purpose,. to> which, though our con- 
stituents, mi^ht have thought us adequate, yet, as our meet- . 
ing depended upon the pleasure of the Crown, they would 
have been unwise, to have trusted to so precarious a contin- 
gency,, especially as the frequent and unexpected proroga- 
tions of the As_sembly (one of them in particular, as if all 
respect and attention to the convenience of _theirRepre» 
sentatives had been lost,, was proclaimed but two or three 
days before the time which Jjad been appointed for their 
meeting) gave the people not the least reason to expect 
that their Asseinbly would, haye been permitted to sit "till 
it was too late to appoint Delegates to attend the Conti- 
nental 1 Congress at Philadelphia, a measure which they 
joined the rest of Awe rica in t hinki ng essential to its In- 
terest. ' ." .."'.*'". . .'.."'■'. T'"'". .J!1*""~T^^_ZI™* _ZTT"_.I1: ■* '-■■ 

The House,. Sir,, neither Tcn ow nor believe thaLany base 
arts have been practised jipon the people, in order to lead 
them from their duty ; but we know with certainty that tire 
steps they.have taken proceeded froniaTuH. conviction that 
the Parliament of Great Britain had, by a variety of op- 
pressive a'nd unconstitutional proceedings, made those steps 
absolutely necessary. - , " ' '.'-." 

We think it, therefore, a duty we owe the people, to 
assert that their conduct has.ttot b_een i; owing to base arts, 
practised upon them, by wicked and designing men ; and 
have it much to larpent.tliat. your Excellency should .add 
your Sanction to such groundless imputations, as it has a 
manifest tendency to weaken the influence which the united 
petition of His Majesty's American subjects might other- 
wise have upon their Sovereign, for a redress of thos,e 
grievances of which they so justly complain. 

We should feel Inexpressible concern at the information 
given us by your Excellency, of your being authorized to 
say, that the appointment, of TJelegates to attend the Con- 
gress at Philadelphia, now in agitation, will be highly 
offensive to .the King, had we not recently been informed, 
from the best authority, that His Majesty has. been pleased 
to receive very graciously the united Petition of his Ame- 
ricark subjects, addressed to him by the Continental Dele- 
gates lately convened at Philadelphia. We have not, 
therefore, the least reason to.supposethat a similar applica- 
tion "to the Throne will jgive offence to His Majesty, or 
prevent his receiving a petition .for- the redress of grievances, 
which_ his American subjects have a right to present," either 
separately or unitedly. 

We shall always receive with pleasure the information of 
any marks of loyalty to" the" King, given to your "Excel- 
lency by the inhabitants of this Colony, but are greatly 
concerned, lest the manner, in which you~have thought 
proper to" convey that- information should excite a belief 
that 'a. great, number of the- people of this Province are dis- 
affected to their Sovereign ; to prevent which it is incumbent 
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upon us in this manner solemnly to testify to the world, 
that His Majesty has no subjects more faithful than the 
inhabitants of North- Carolina, or more ready, at the ex- 
pense of their lives and fortunes, to protect and support his 
person, crown, and dignity. If, however, by the signal 
proofs your Excellency speaks of, you mean those Address- 
es lately published in the North- Carolina Gazette, and 
said to be presented to you, the Assembly can receive no 
pleasure from your congratulations thereupon, but what 
results from the consideration, that so few have been found 
in so populous a Province weak enough to be seduced from 
their duty, and prevailed upon by the base arts of wicked 
a J nd designing men to adopt principles so contrary to the 
sense of all America, and so destructive of those just rights 
any privileges it was their duty to maintain. 

We take this opportunity, Sir, the first that has been 
given us, to express "the Warm attachment we have to our 
sister Colonies in general, and tbe heartfelt compassion we 
entertain, for the deplorable state of the Town of Boston in 
particular, and also to declare the fixed and determined re- 
solution of this Colony to unite with the other Colonies'in 
every effort to retain those just rights and liberties which, 
as subjects to a British King, we possess, and which it is 
our absolute and indispensable duty to hand down to 'pos- 
terity unimpaired. - " _-. 

The exhausted state of the publick funds, of which your 
Excellency complains, we contemplate with great concern, 
alleviated, however, by the reflection that it has not been 
owing to any misconduct in the Assembly. We were with- 
held from passing any inferiour Court Law, but upon such 
terms as qut duty rendered it impossible to accept ; by which 
means no Ji st of taxables could be taken for the year one 
thousand seven h un dred and seventy-three, and conse- 
quently no money collected to defray the charges of Gov- 
ernment lor that year; and as your Excellency did not 
think proper to meet the Assembly at their usual time of 
rneetjng in the fall, no Act could be passed to defray the 
contingent charges of Government for the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred ajid. seventy-four. The Treasury, by 
these means, deprived of two years' collection of taxes, 
mu§t consequently he unable to answer the great demands 
upon it till an Act of Assembly can be passed toeoable it 
to discharge them. - r 

The House, convinced of tbe necessity of. Courts of 
Justice, would willingly adopt any plan for the establish- 
ment of thjem, which, in their opinion, is consistent with 
the circumstances of this Colony ; and for independent 
Judges, of capacity and integrity, they would, with the 
greatest pleasure, very liberally provide.: 

We are sorry, Sir, the impoverished state of the publick 
finances will not permit us to provide for the. usual estab- 
lishment of Fort Johnston. .. . 

The advanced' season of the year, which, of all other 
times, made it most inconvenient for us to attend publick 
business, will, your Excellency may assure yourself, induce 
us to forward it with all possible expedition. - 

John Harvey, Speaker. 

-Resolved, That the House do highly approve of the 
Proceedings of the Continental Congress "lately held at 
Philadelphia, and that they are determined, as members 
. of the' community in general*, that they will strictly adhere 
to the said Resolutions, an T d will use what influence they 
have to induce the same observance in every individual of 
'this Colony. 

This House having received information that William 
- Hooper, Joseph Hemes, and Richard Caswell, Esquires; 
were appointed, by the Convention held at Newbern, as 
Delegates to attend the meeting of the Continental Con- 
gress soon to be held at Philadelphia : 

Resolved, ThaT the House approve of the choice made 
by the. said Convention. - 

^Resolved, That_ the thanks of the House be given, to 
William Hooper, Joseph Hew'es, and Richard Caswell, 
Esquires, for the faithful and judicious discharge. of the 
important trust reposed in tJiem as_ Delegates for this Colo- 
ny 'at the late Continental Congress. 

Mr. William Brown, the .Member SbrBath Town, Mr. 
Thomas Respess, one of the Members for Beaufort Coun- 
ty, Mr. Jonathan Hearring, one of the Members for Pas- 
quotank County, and Mr. WiEiam Haywood and Mr. 



JElisha Battle, the Members for Edgecombe County, ap- 
peared. 

The Honourable John Rutherford and Lewis H. He 
Rosset, Esquires, two of the Members of Council, came 
to the House, and Mr. Brown, Mr. Respess, Mr. Hear- 
ring, Mr. Haywood, and Mr. Battle were qualified, by- 
taking the several oaths by law appointed for qualification 
of Publick Officers, and repeating and subscribing the 
Test. ._.._.; , 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten 
o'clock. - ."=.::." 7 V ".!■-;.-•-" 

... Saturday, April. 8,1/75. 

His Excellency the Goveraour, by Proclamation, was 
pleased to dissolve the Assembly. 



At a Council held a,t the Council Chamber, the 7th of 
April, 1775, in the evening, Present: His Excellency the 
Covernour, the Honourable James Hasell, ± John Ruther- 
ford, Leivis H. He Rossett, Alexander McCulloch, Sam- 
uel Strudwick, Martin Howard', Samuel Cornell, and 
Thomas 'Mc Guire, Esquires :. ".._"."■; _. .. * .. 

His Excellency laid before the Boar J. .the. Journals of 
the House of Assembly, in whiclLwa5_conLaJiLeH, amongst 
other unwarrantable proceedings, tbe following Resolve: 

"Resolved, That the House do Tiigbly approve ofjhe 
Proceedings of the Continental Congress lately held at 
Philadelphia, and that they are determined, as members 
of the community in general, 'that they will strictly adhere 
to the said Resolutions, and will use what influence they 
have to induce the same observance in every individual of 
this Colony."*'' " - ■'";'■- ".-■'■' - --.'-...;.-■:' 

Upon consideration hereof, this Board gave it as their 
opinion, that the longer existence of such a House of As- 
sembly is incompatible with the honour. of the Crown and 
the safety of the people, and therefore. unanimously advised 
His Excellency to dissolve them, which was done by the 
following Proclamation : 

North- Carolina, ss. "". . '""" 

By His Excellency Josiak Martin, Esquire, fyc. 
- • A Proclamation. 

Whereas several Resolves appear on the Journals of the 
House of Assembly, now sitting, tending to alienate the 
affections of His Majesty's subjects, and subvert the Con- 
stitution ; and whereas the longer existence of such an As- 
sembly is incompatible with the honour oT the Crown and 
the safety of the people : I have therefore thought fit, by 
and with the advice and consent oj His Majesty's Council, 
to dissolve the said Assembly, and it Ts accordingly dis- 
solved. ' _'_^ "-■--'-.' : - : ,' : "--- 

Given under my hand, &.C., at Newbern, &tc, this §th 
day of April,. 1775, &c. ' Jo. Martin. 

" God save the King. 



NORTH.CAROLIX^PBOVrNCfAL&ONVENTIpN.. 

The Journal of the Proceedings of the Provincial Con- 
vention 0/ North-Carolina, held at NewbBrx", on the 
third day of April, A. D. 1775. 

North- Carolina, ss. 

At a General Meeting of the Delegates of the Inhabi- 
tants of this Province, in Convention, at Newbern, the 
third day of April, in. the year 1775, Present^ 

Anson County.— (None.) ; . . 

Beaufort. — Roger Ormond, Tliomas Respess, Junior. 
Bladen.— William Salter, James White. 
Bute. — William Person, Green Hill, James Ransom, 

Thomas Eaton. _-,_ . . . 
Brunswick.— John Rowan", Robert Howe.' 
Bertie. — John Campbell, David Stanley, John Johnston. 
Craven. — James Cbrr, Lemuel Hatch, Jacob Blount, 

William Bryan, Richard Cogdell, Joseph Leech. 
Carteret.. — William Thompson, Solomon Sheppard. 
Currituck.— -Thomas Macknight, Eranps Williamson, 

Samuel ' Jarvis, Solomon Perkinsj Nathan Poyner, 
Chowan.-— Samuel Johnston, TEomas^ CfldTiirm, Thomas 

Jones, Thomas Benb.ury, Thomas Hunter. .■■:'■ 
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Cumberland. — Thorn&s Rutherford, Farquard Campbell. 
Chatham. — (None.) _ :■-»■' 

Dobbs. — Richard Caswell, William McKinnie, George 

Miller, Simon Bright, Junior. 
Duplin. — Thomas Gray, Thomas Hicks. 
Edgecombe,— (None.) .- _ ■ 

Granville.— Thomas Pier son, John Penn, Robert Mun- 

fort, Robert Williams, Memucan Hunt. 
Guilford.— Alexander Martin. 
Hyde. — (None.) 

Hertford. — George Wynns, Joseph Worth. 
Halifax^ — Willie Jones, Benjamin McCulloch, Nicholas 

Long. 
Johnston. — (Nope.) 
Mecklenburgh. — (None.) 
Martin. — (None.) 

New-Hanover^ — William Hooper, John Ashe. 
Northampton. — Allen Jones, Jeptha Aiherton. 
Orange. — Thomas Hart, Thomas Burke, John Kinchen, 
- Francis Nash. 
Onslow. — Edward Starkey, Henry Rhodes, William 

Cray. 
Perquimans. — John Harvey, Benjamin Harvey, Andrew 

Knox, Thomas Harvey, John Whedbee, Junior. 
Pasquotank.— Jonathan Hearring, Edward Everigin, 

Isaac Gregory, Joseph Jones, Joseph Reading.' 
Pitt. — John Simpson, Edward Salter, James Gorham, 
"-"_ James Lanier, William Robson. 
Rowan.— Griffith Rutherford, William Sliarp, William 

Kennon. , 

SuRRY.^(None.) ' ' 

Tryon,— (None.) " ~ ' .''-..""._ 

Tyrrell.— Joseph Spruill, Benjamin Spruill, JeremiaK 

Eraser. * 

Wake.— John^Hinion, Michael Rogers, Signal Jones. .. 
For the Town o/Newbern,- — Abner Nash, James Davis. 
Edenton. —Joseph Hewes; 
Wilmington. — Cornelius Harnett. 
Bath.- — William Brown. . 
Halifax, — John Webb, Jos. Montfort. 
./Hillsborough. — (None.) 
"Salisbury,— (None.) 

Brunswick. — Parker Quince. 
Camfbleton. — Robert Rowan. . - 

The respective Counties anjd_ Towns having "certified 
that the preceding persons were duly elected Delegates 
to represent the said Counties" and Towns in the General 
Convention, to be held at Newbern, the third day of April 
instant: - - ..-". v -J „ .- . "''. . 

Pursuant to which, the following persons appeared, to 
wit: - ""■■-'"'.' :- -. -'.- ." 



Roger Ormond, 
Thomas Respess, 
William Baiter, 
James White, 
William Person, 
Green TTill, 
Thomas Eaton, 
John Campbell, 
John Johnston, 
James Cbrr, 
Lemuel Hatch, 
Jacob Blount, 
Richard Cogdell, 
Joseph Leech, 
William Thompson, 
Solomon Sheppard, 
Thomas Macknight, 
Samuel Jarvis, 
Solomon Perkins, 
Nathan Ppynei - , 
Samuel Jolinston, 



Thomas "Oldham, 
Thomas Jones, 
Thomas Benbury, 
Thomas Hunter, 
^Joseph .Hewes, 
Thomas Rutherford, 
Farquard Campbell, 
Richard Caswell, 
Thomas Person, 
James Jjanier, 
John Perm, 
Thomas Hicks, 
MemucariHunt, 
Willie Jbjies, 
Benjamin" McCulloch, 
Nicholas Long, 
William Hooper, - 
John Ashe, 
Allen Jones, 
"Jeptha Athertbri, * 



Thomas Burke, ; 
Francis Nash)-' 
Edward Starkey, 
Henry Rhodes, 
William Cray, 
John .Harvey, 
Andrew Knox, 
Isaac Gregory, 
Joseph Jones, 
Griffith Rutherford, 
•William Sharp, 
Jeremiah Fraser, 
John Hinton, 
Abner Nash, 
James Davis, 
Cornelius Harnett, 
William Brown; " 
John Simpson, 
Edward Salter, 
James Gorham. 



The Delegates then proceeded to make choice of a 
Moderator, when Colonel Jojto. Harvey was unanimoTjsly 
chosen, and. Mr, Andrew Knox appointed Clerk. 

Resolved, That the Moderator adjourn the Convention, 
de.die in <fte»?, until the business is finished. *" 

The Convention is adjourned till to-morrow morning, 
nine o'clock. ' \ _ . ," ■ 

-.'■ ' Tuesday, April 4, 1775. 

"•; The Cojivenlion met, according to adjournment. 

Mr. John Webb , Delegate for the Town of Halifax, 
Mr. William Bryan, one of the Delegates for Craven 
County, Mr. ^ George Wynns, one of the Delegates for 



Hertford County, and Mr. Alexander Martin, a Delegate 
for Guilford County, appeared, and took their seats in 
Convention. " ."' . " " : 

The Convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

~ ■-■---■" '- Wednesday, April 5, 1775. 

The Convention met, according to adjournment. 

Mr. Jonathan Hearring, one of the Delegates for Pas- 
quotank County, and Mr. David Stanley, one of the 
Delegates for JBertie County, appeared, and took their 
seats in "Convention. ^ .^- , .- 

The Association entered into by the General Congress 
at Philadelphia, on the 20th day of October, in the year 
of our Lord 1774, and signed by the Members thereof, 
was presented to this Convention by Colonel Richard 
Caswell, and", on motion, was ordered to be read, and was 

accordingly read. ....... 

■ Resolved, That this Convention do highly approve of 
the said Association^ and do, for themselves, firmly agree • 
to" adhere to the said Association, and recommend it to their 
constituents that they likewise adhere firmly to the same. 
In full approbation and testimony whereof, the Members 
of this Convention subscribe theirjiames, ^ 

, "".'." John Harvey, 



Roger Ormond, Thomas Benbury, 

Thomas Respess, Jun., Thomas Hunter, 



William Salter, 
James White, 
William Person, 
Thomas Eaton, 
John Campbell, 
"John Johnston, 
James Co.rr, 
Lemuel Hatch, 
Jacob. Blount, 
Richard Cogdell, 
Joseph Leech, 
William Bryan, 
William Thompson, 
Solomon Sheppard, 
Samuel Jarvis, 
Solomon Perkins, 
Nathan Ppyner, 
Samuel Johnston, 
Thomas Oldham, 
Thomas Jones, 



Farquard Campbell, 

Richard Caswell, 

Thomas Person, 

Thomas Hicks, 
-John Penji, 

Memucan Hunt, 

Willie Jones, 
- Benjamin McCulloch, 

Nicholas Long, 

WilliamHooper, 
--John Ashe, 

Allen Jones, 

Jeptha Athertqn, 

Thomas JBurke , 

Francis Nash, 

Edward Starlcey, 

Henry "Rhodes, 

William Cray, 

Andrew Knox, 

Isaac Gregory, 



Joseph Jonos, 
Jonathan Hearring, 
Griffith Rutherford, 
William Sharp, 
Jeremiah Fraser, 
John Hinton, - 
Abner Nash, 
James Davis, 
Joseph Hewes, 
Cornelius Harnett, 
William Brown, 
John Simpson, 
JEdward Salter, 
James Gorham, ~" 
James Lanier, ., 
John W ebb, 
George Wynns, 
Alexander Martin, 
David Stanley, 
Green Hill, 
Robert Howe, 
Thomas Rutherford, 



In consequence of the" preceding Resolve, all the Mem T 
bers of the Convention subscribed their names at the table, 
except Mr. Thomas MackmgKt, who refused. 
- Resolved, That the conduct of William Hooper, Joseph 
Hewes, and. Richard Caswell, Esquires, in the meeting of 
Delegates "lately held at Philadelphia, was, in every par- 
ticular, worthy of the sacred trust reposed in them; and 
tliat the Moderator dq, in belulf of thjs^ Cojony in general,' 
a.nd pf this Convention in. particular, return them tboge 
thanks which their' faithful discharge of such an important 
trust so justly merits. . ~v ■ 

In consequence whereof, the. Moderator returned them 
■ thanks in the manner following :_ 

Gentlemen: The sacred trust reposed in you by your" 
Country so faithfujly discharged by you, does honour to 
yourselves, justifies the choice made of you by the last 
Convention, and places you fn a situation to receive the 
best reward a patriotick breasf can fill, the applause of 
your Country ; who, in order to .bear, testimony of yojjr . 
merit, have directed me to convey to you their sincere 
thanks for the services you have, rendered them in the im- 
portant office to which they appointed you. And it is with 
great pleasure I now, gentlemen, in behalf of this Colony 
in general, and of this Convention in particular, return' yoii ■ 
those thanks which have been so unanimously resolved .by 
the Convention to be your due, _--. 

To which the" Delegates relumed the following Answer: 

- We, the Delegates appointed to represent this Province 
in the Continental Congress jately held at Philadelphia, 
beg leave to express a heartfelt gratitude for this publick 
testimonial which we have received from you of the appro- 
bation of our constituents of our conduct, in the most; im- 
portant transaction in which any member of society can 
have been engaged. With diffidence . we. undertook the 
sacred trust of being joined to a body of men. appointed to 
be the guardians of the constitutional rights and privileges 
ofBritish America. If we liaye executed that charge to 
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give satisfaction to the inhabitants of this Province, our 
actions meet the most ample reward that any member of it 
can experience. One motive in this important measure, 
viz: U : slicred regard for the rights and privileges of Bri- 
tish America, and an earnest wish to bring about a" recon T 
ciliation with pur Parent State, upon terms constitutional 
and honourable to both, have hitherto actuated us. Our 
.earnest wishes are, that this Province, may virtuously ad- 
here to the "Resolves of the Continental Congress, as the 
means which wilimost probably bring about the end which 
all the friends to America most earnestly desire. 

At the same time accept, Sir, our warmest acknowledg- 
ment for the polite manner in which you have thought fit 
to convey thg sentiments of this truly respectable body. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Instructions of the. in- 
habitants of Perquimans County to their Delegates ap- 
pointed to meet at this Convention, entered into on the 
11th day of March last, be read ; which were read.accord- 
ingly. One of which said Instructions .being, ft That the 
thanks of the inhabitants of that County be given to Wil- 
liam Hooper, Joseph Helves, and Richard Caswell, Es- 
quires, for their faithful and judicious discharge of the trust 
reposed in them at the late Continental Congress." 

Pursuant to which, Colonel John Harvey, one of the 
Delegates for the said County, In the name of the Inhabi- 
tants thereof, gave their thanks to the gentlemen aforesaid. 

To which the Delegates returned the following Answer : 

Permit us, Sir, to express our sincere gratitude, for this 
testimony of the approbation given, through you, by the 
inhabitants of the County of Perquimans, of the conduct 
of us the Delegates of this Province in the Continental 
Congress at Philadelphia. Actuated with a zeal, for the 
preservation of the constitutional liberties of America, and 
an earnest desire to bring about a reconciliation with the 
Mother Country, upon terms that may restore us to the 
fullest enjoyment of our just rights and privileges, and se- 
cure them tojjs in future from the encroachments of vveajc 
or wicked men, we signed our assent to the proceedings of 
Congress ', and we could meet nothing more convincing of 
the propriety of our conduct in the measure, than that it 
obtains the approbation of the County of Perquimans. 

To you, Sir, we beg leave to offer our tribute of thanks, 
for. the polite manner in which you have thought fit to con- 
vey the sense of that respectable body. ^ 

On motion, Resolved, That William' Hooper, Joseph 
Hewe's, and Richard Caswell, Esquires, be and they are 
hereby appointed Delegates to attend the General Con- 
gress to be held at Philadelphia, on the 10th day of May 
next, or at any other time and place that shall be appoint- 
ed for that purpose. And they are hereby invested with 
such powers as may make any acts done by them, or; any 
of them, or consent given, in behalf of this Province, 
obligatory in honour upon every inhabitant thereof. 

The Convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock, 

' Thursday, April G, "i775. - 
The Convention met, according to adjournments 
..Mr, William Robson, one of the Delegates for Pitt 
County, appeared, and took his sea.t in Convention. . "_- 
i ,On motion, Resolved, That each and every County in 
this Province raise, as speedily as possible, the sum of 
Twenty Pounds, Proclamation Money, to be collected by 
the respective Delegates of each County, in manner as 
shair appear to them. most convenient, and pay the same 
into the hands of Richard Caswell, Esquire ; to be by him 
equally divided among the Delegates appointed to attend 
the General^ Congress at Philadelphia, as a recompense 
for their trouble and expense in attending the said Con- 
gress. . ' . ' '_ -..'..- ." : - 
Mr. Tliomas Macknight, a Delegate for the County of 
. Currituck, having been called upon to sign (with the Other 
Members of this Convention) the Association, approved of 
by the Continental Congress held at Philadelphia, there- 
upon refused, and withdrew himself: 

Resohed, That it is the opinion of this Convention, that 
from the disingenuous and equivocal behaviour of the said 
Thomas Macknight, it is manifest his intentions are inimi- 
cal to the cause of American Liberty ; and we do hold him 



up as'a proper object of. contempt to this Continent, and 
recommend that every person break off all connection, 
and have no future commercial intercourse or dealing with 
him. 

Resolved, That the, above Resolve be published in the 
Gazettes of this and the neighbouring Colonies. 

The Convention adjourned till to-morrow morning nine- 
o'clock. .. ■" . - """■- 

- " Friday, April 7th; 1775. 

The Convention met according to adjournment. 

Resolved, That the Moderator of this Convention, and 
in case of his death, Mr. Samuel Johnston, be empowered 
on any future occasion, that may in FuT opinion require it, 
tq direct Delegates to be chosen for the respective Coun-: 
ties and Towns in this Province, to meet In Convention in 
the Town of Hillsborough, at sugh time as he shall think 
proper to appoint; and in case that the Members of a ma- 
jority of the Counties and Towns do not appear at the day 
appointed, that .he be empowered to adjourn the Conven- 
tion de die in diem, until a sufficient number shall appear. 

Resolved, That the Qle.rfe furnish Mr. James Davis 
with a copy of the Proceedings of this Convention, and 
that Mr. Davis print the same.^ . - - 

' Resolved, That this Convention do most heartily ap- 
prove of the conduct and Proceedings of the late Conti- 
nental Congress, and will endeavourto carry into execution 
the measures by them recommended ; and that tbe_ most 
earnest wishes and desires of this Convention are', to see 
harmony restored between Great Britain ancTher Colonies 
on honourable and constitutional principles, which alone 
can give the same a lasting foundation. That we will 
exert our utmost endeavours 7 towards^ completing this im- 
portant purpose^ and are of. opinion that the late commer- 
cial, regulations are the most ^eligible means for attaining 
this desirable" end. ... _.'-.. 

And whereas the freedom, happiness, and prosperity of 
every State gresftly depends on providing within itself 
^articles necessary for subsistence, clothing, and defence of 
its inhabitants : " 

Resolved, That from common prudence and regard for this 
Colony, we will encourage Arts,TVIanu5ctures, Agriculture, 
and every Ttjnd of economy, and use our influence for the 
same purpose with our constituents and all connected wjth 
i.rs ; and we recommend to the Committees of the several 
Counties to propose Premiums to the inhabitants whose 
industry may be a proper subject for their bounty, in sucli 
manner as to them 'shall seem^meet. ^.-. 

Resolved, That His Majesty's subjects have an un- 
doubted right at any time to. meet and petition the Throne 
for a redress of grievances, and that such right includes a 
further right of appointing Delegates Tor sucTTpurpose, and 
therefore that the.Governour's Proclamation issued to for- 
bid this meeting, and his Proclamation afterwards com- 
manding -this meeting to .disperse, are i "illegal, and an in- 
fringement of our just rights, and therefore ought to, he 
disregarded as wanton and arbitrary exei-tions of power. 

Resolved, That the thanks.of this Con vejjtiori be given 
to the Honourable^ John Rarvpy, Esquire, Moderator, for 
his judicious, and faithful exercise of that office, and the 
services he has thereby rendered to ji.is Country. 

^Resolved, That the Honourable. John Harvey, Esquire, 
Moderator of this Convention, sign the Minutes for and in 
behalf ,of the same. Attested by 

/ John Harvey, Moderator. 
Andrew Knox, Clerk. 



viNprcAtfiON or th.omas Macknight anb others. 

. At" a Convention of Delegates for the respective Coun- 
ties and Towns within this Province;; held at Newborn the 
6th day of Aprils 1775: -' ' """ " - 

Mr. Thomas Macknight, a_ Delegate for the County of 
Currituck, having been called upon to sign (with the other 
Members of this Convention) the Association approved of 
by the Continental Congress, thereupon refused, and with- 
drew himself: '-' . - 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention, 
that from the disingenuous and equivocal behaviour of the 
s:aid Thomas Macknight, it is manifest his. intentions are 
inimical - to the cause of American, Liberty ; and we do 
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hold hirn_up as a proper object of contempt to this Conti- 
nent, and recommend that every person break off all con- 
nection, ancT have no futuce commercial, intercourse; or 
dealing with him. - - 

Resolved, That the above Resolve be published in the 
Gazettes of this and the neighbouring Colonies. 

A true copy from the minutes. , . 

Attested by Andrew Knox, Clerk. 

We, the subscribers, Samuel Jarvis, Solomon Perkins, 
and Nathan Poyner, late Representatives for the. County 
of Currituck, in a Convention of Deputies for the Province 
of North- Carolina, held at Newlern, on the 3d day of 
April, 1775, and Jonathan Hearring and Isaac Gregory, 
Representatives in the said Convention for the County of 
Pasquotank, having found ourselves under the disagree- 
. able necessity of withdrawing from the said meeting, and 
being denied tile" justice of having our reasons entered on 
the Journals of their Proceedings, (tbat is, by an express 
refusal to the Representatives for Currituck, which was the 
only cause that those for Pasquotank did not apply,) have 
only tbis__resource left for vindicating our conduct to the 
world, and~ rescuing the character of a gentleman we 
greatly esteem from undeserved obloquy and reproach. 

The facts, upon which the .necessity we were unhappily 
reduced to was founded, are simply these: Upon its being 
moved and seconded, in the. course of the business of the 
said Convention^ that, a vote should pass expressing a high 
approbation of the Continental Association, Mr. Thomas 
Macknight, a Representative for the County of Currituck 
aforesaid, got up and declared, that he was greatly con- 
cerned he.coulir not heartily.concur in the vote proposed 
to be passed, on account of particular circuTnstanfces in his 
situation; 'which obliged him to dislike some part of the 
Association ; that he owed a debt in Britain, vyhich the 
operation of the Non-Exportation Agreement would dis- 
able him to pay, and that he could not approve of a con- 
duct in a'coJleQUve capacity, which, as an individual, he 
should brush to acknowledge ; that he thought it a duty he 
owed to his own sincerity .to mention 'this sentiment, but 
did not mean to obstruct the good purposes proposed by 
an union of measures ; that he would cheerfully comply 
with the Non-Consumption and Non-Importation Agree- 
ments, an4 should give a passive obedience to the non- 
exportation article ; that an individual, as a member of 
society, ought to conform his actions to' the general will of 
it, but that opinions could not be altered without convic- 
tion, or insincerely expressed without dishonesty. 

In consequence, however, of this declaration, notwith- 
standing Mr. Macknight expressly said, that he desired 
not any disapprobation of .the measure to be expressed by 
that body, and was only willing to acquit himself of his 
duty, by declaring in Convention his own sentiments of it, 
it was proposed and carried, that a declaration to the pur- 
port above-mentioned should be signed by all the members. 
All of them; accordingly subscribed their names to the Re- 
solve, highly approving, &c., as entered on the Journal, 
except Mr. Macknight, who desired he might have leave 
to reduce .his. reaspns.to writing, that they might be entered 
" On the Journals, together with his refusal, which was.agieed 
to; but on his presenting them the ne'xt day, when called 
upon again loTsubscribe, "they would not suffer them even 
to be read ; but the question being proposed, whether his 
signing that "he would conform" to the Contienntal As-" 
sociation would-be, s f atisl}jctory, they divjded, fourteen 
Counties to fourteen, and the Moderator declined giving 
the casting vote. 

While the Convention was waiting till the Representa- 
tive of. a Town, 'who was "serif for on purpose to decide 
the question,.should comejn, Mr. Maclcnight y;as informed 
that it would give general satisfaction if he would insert in 
the declaration the word "accede;" which on his" agreeing 
to do, two, members immediately voted in his favour," who 
had before .given their votes against him, and this, now 
carried the question for. .him; but the minority being 
greatly discontented, several of them declared, tba.t'if any 
subscription, different fromtheirs, was accepted from him, 
they would withdraw from, the Convention ; upon which 
he declare? Jmni .§diately, (being, as we conceive, heated 
by the violence and arbitrariness of his opponents' con- 
duct,) that to cut the matter short, and prevent further 



" dissensions in the. Convention on his account, he would 
withdraw himself from them, thinking, as he has since 
assured us, (and we have never had any reason to doubt 
his veracity,) that such a step in one. individual, who still 
left his constituents represented in Convention, would not 
be so prejudicial to the purpose of the meeting, as if it 
was taken by the many who threatened it. Upon which, 
the vote of censure and civil excommunication was pro- 
posed and passed by a majority, declaredly orr account of 
his intentions, which we, however, belieyealways to have 
been friendly to trie cause of American liberty ; his actions 
evidently showing to us, who are his neighbours, the up- 
rightness of his intentions. Nor did we observe any disin- 
genuous or equivocal behaviour in Mr. Macknight, to war- 
rant. the censure of the Convention in the smallest degree ; " 
but some of those who were with him Eefgre being now 
offended by his withdrawing from amongst them, joined the 
other party. . 

The members for Currituck, on the last day of the Con- 
vention, offered the reasons of their dissent and withdraw- 
ing ; but no kind of attention being paid to them by the 
Convention, two of the three Pasquotank members being 
also ready to present theirs, thought it useless, more espe- 
cially as the Moderator was hastening to sign the Journals ; 
the majority ordering him to <!k> so, as we believe, lest the 
dissentients should appear on the Journals ■ and we know 
that many were determined to dissent from so unjust a cen- 
sure. We, however; "withdrew; and declare that we do 
not consider ourselves or ^ our .Consutujm^bgund_ by the 
Proceedings of this Convention ; because, in otherrespects 
relative to the.publick, this ConventjcrMiave acted con- 
trary to the. sentiments of our constituents, expressly de- 
clared to us, and have gone beyond the powers with which 
we.are invested to "act, .in their behalf. , , ... . _._, ^ 

The above. being a true statement, "in substanceji.of the 
proceedings we complain of, we appeal to the world, whe- 
ther the violence of insisting on a consistency of opinion in 
every individual instance, of all the Representatives of a 
Province present, or an insincere declaration to be. sub- 
scribed contrary to a man's own conviction, at a time when 
he woulcl.most expressly, have agreed to regulate his con-" 
duct by the general voice, (the greatest submission ever 
exacted, as the subscribers believe, except in despotick and 
tyrannical Governments,) the unjustifiable precipitation 
of a great number o.fthe^ minority, when defeated in 
their, purposes, which made Mr.^Marknight , upon prin- 
ciples of affection' "to the cause they were nominated 
.to support, offer to withdraw rather than occasion a total 
schism in their proceedings ; their refusing to receive 
reasons themselves had called for, and agreed to enter 
on their Journals, and. others vyhich members had ready, 
and as we conceive had a right to present, and were enti-. 
tied to notice, as they were calculated to show tjie world 
their motives for withdrawing from this Convention. 

Whether these extraordinary, rash, and unwarrantable 
proceedings, together with the other reasons we have as- 
signed, do not leave us justified for withdrawing from this 
Convention, inasmuch as they have done mqre than our 
constituents" warranted us to engage for, and a great num- 
ber of the. members would jiot confine. jjiejrjselves to, the 
rules laid down by the Congress, but required and insisted 
upon other terms of union jhjm.that respectable body, 
whose directions they have all promised to obey, deemed - 
pecessary, or could themselves individually assent to. 
Samuel; Jarvis, Isaac Gregory, 

Solqmon Perkins, Jonathan Hearring., ■ 
Nathan Pqyner, " " 

N. B. The Convention having omitted to publish the 
vote which Mr. Macknight refused to subscribe, for the 
information of such as have not an opportunity of seeing 
the Journals, it is inserted here : 

"Resolved, That this Convention do highly approve of 
the said Association, and do, for themselves, firmly agree 
"to adhere by the said Association, and recommend it to 
their constituents that they likewise adhere firmly to the 
same; in full approbation and testimon} whereof the mem- 
bers of this Convention subscribed their names/' 

The Continental Association was not signed by the mem- 
bers in this Convention, "as might be picsumed from the 
publication of their Clerk. ' ' /_ . ... .^ 
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COUNCIL OF NORTH-CAROLINA. " ' 

At a Council held at Newbern, the 13th of April, 1775, 
.Present : His Excellency the Governour, the Honourable 
James Hasell, Alexander McCulloch, William Dry, Sam- 
uel Strudwick, Martin Howard, and Samuel Cornell, 
Esquires: 

The Governour laid before the Board the Proceedings 
of a body of people calling themselves Delegates of the 
Inhabitants of this Province - in Convention, signed John 
Harvey, Moderator, wherein are certain Resolves highly 
derogatory to the honour and dignity of His Majesty's 
Government, tending to destroy the peace and welfare of 
this Province, in the highest degree oppressive of the peo- 
ple, and utterly subversive of the established Constitu- 
tion : 

He, therefore, submitted to the consideration of this 
Board the propriety of marking its indignation, of such un- 
lawful and dangerous proceedings, by striking Mr. John 
Harvey out of His Majesty's Commission of the Peace for 
the County of Perquimans, where he. resides. 

The Board fully concurring with His Excellency's sen- 
timents of the foregoing proceedings, unanimously advised 
that the .said John Harvey should be struck out of the 
Commission of the Peace for Perquimans County. 

The Honourable WilUam Dry, Esquire, took again the 
oath appointed to be taken by Privy Counsellors. 



-- - HEMPSTEAD "(nEW-YORk) RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. Rivington : You are requested to publish the fol- 
lowing Resolutions, unanimously entered into at the most 
nunierqus_Town Meeting* that has been held here for many 
years past :— 

Hempstead, April 4, 1775. 

At this critical time of publick danger arid distraction, 
when it is the duty of every honest man and friend to his 
Country to declare his sentiments openly, and use every 
endeavour to ward off the impending calamities which 
threaten this once happy and peaceful land, we, the Free- 
holders and Inhabitants of Hempstead, in Queen's County, 
in the Province of New-York, being legally assembled on 
the first Tuesday in April, 1775, have voluntarily entered 
into the following Resolutions : 

1st. That as' we have already borne true and faithful 
allegiance to His Majesty King George the Third, our 
gracious and lawful Sovereign, so we are firmly resolved to 
persist in the same line of duty to him and his lawful suc- 
cessors.- .- . "- - -..--_ 

2d. That we esteem .our civil and religious liberties 
above any other blessings, and those only can be secured 
to us by our happy Constitution ; we shall inviolably ad- 
here to it," since deviating from it and introducing innova- 
tions, would have a direct tendency to subvert it, from 
which the most ruinous consequences might be justly ap- 
prehended. . .''."_ 

3d. That -it js.our. ardent desire to have the present un- 
natural contest between the Parent State and her Colonies 
amicably and speedily accommodated on principles of con- 
stitutional liberty, and that the union" of the Colonies with 
the Parent State may subsist till time shall be no more. 

4th. That as the worthy Members of our General As- 
sembly, who are our only legal and constitutional .Repre- 
sentatives, have lately taken the most rational and effectual 
measures to bring about this much wished- for accommoda- 
tion, by petitioning his most gracious Majesty, a Memorial 
to the House of Lords, and a Remonstrance to the House 
of Commons ; we are determined, therefore, patiently to 
wait for t]ie issue of these measures, and carefully avoid 
every thing that might frustrate those laudable endeavours 
of our Representatives. 

• 5th. That as choosing Deputies to form a Provincial 
Congress, or Convention, must have this tendency, be 
highly disrespectful to our legal Representatives, and also 
be attended, in all probability, with the most pernicious ef- 
fects in other instances, as is now actually the case in some 
Provinces— such asshutting up the Courts of Justice, levy- 
ing money on the subjects to enlist men for the purpose of 
fighting against our Sovereign, diffusing a spirit of sedition 
among the people, destroying the authority of constitu- 
tional assemblies, and otherwise introducing many heavy 
and oppressive grievances — we therefore are determined not 



to choose any Deputies for such Provincial Congress or 
Convention, nor consent to it, but do solemnly bear our 
testimony against it. , 

6th. That we are utterly averse to all mobs, riots, and 
illegal proceedings, by which the lives, peace, and property 
of our fellow-subjects, are endangered; and that we will, to 
the utmost of our power, support our legal Magistrates in 
suppressing all riots, and preserving the peace of our liege 
Sovereign. Hulet Peters, Town Clerk. 



TO THE PUBLICK. 

= Hempstead, April, 1775. 

At a time when every possible artifice is made use , of, 
not only to create real divisions and dissensions among us 
on points of the last importance to the general weal, but, 
a*t the same time, to hold up an idea of much greater dif- 
ference than, in fact, exists, it is the duty of every friend 
to truth and the welfare of his. Country, to represent trans- 
'actions of a publick nature in a fair and genuine light. 

Influenced by this consideration, I am induced to make 
a few remarks on the proceedings of the Town of Hemp- 
stead, which have been published in Mr. Itivington's Ga- 
zetteer of the 6th instant. ... 

By that publication, It might seem tliat the Town-Meet- 
ing at which the Resolves, were passed, had been assem- 
bled for the purpose of signifying their sense relative to the 
appointment of Depu.ti.es to join ifi the proposed Provincial 
Congress, and that the inhabitants of Hempstead were 
unanimous in their disapprobation of the measure y but 
this is far from being a just representation of the matter.- 

The meeting was nothing more than an annual one, in 
order to choose Town Officers. No previous notice had 
been given, by advertisement or otherwise, that any thing 
beside the ordinary business of the day was to be transact- 
ed.. Not only so, but the Resolutions entered into were 
introduced late, after many people had retired from the' 
meeting. A considerable number qf respectable Free- 
holders, who are well affected to {lie appointment of De- 
puties, would have attended had they been apprized, of 
what was designed, and the apparent unanimity with which, 
the publick has been deceived, could have had. no. colour 
of "pretence. ' .. V.',. 

I am one of those who think the uinon of the Colonies, 
in a general and spirited plan of opposition, absolutely ne- 
cessary to the preservation of our rights ; and I know there- 
is a number of principal Freeholders in this Town of the 
same sentiments. Our reasons for being willing to concur 
in the choice of Deputies, are as follow : 

1st. Though we feel ourselves, irtjpressed with senti- 
ments of unshaken loyalty towards our rightful Sovereign, 
George the Third, and should view with indignation and 
abhorrence every attempt to diminish his Just and constitu- 
tional authority oyer us ; yet we can by no means con- 
ceive that loyalty implies in it an abject submission to the 
unjust and arbitrary mandates of the British Parliament, 
or precludes the use of those expedients which are requi- 
site to preserve our lives and properties Iron: the rapacious , 
hand of tyranny and oppression.' _■ '..'.. 

2d. The claim of Parliament to bind us by statutes in 
all cases whatsoever, and the several acts passed in conse- 
quence of it, appear to us an open and flagrant violation of 
our rights, both as men and Englishmen, and ought to be 
opposed by every necessary means. 

3d. It is our opinion that no rational mode of opposition 
could, in our present circumstances, be concerted, but by 
the united concurrence of all the. Colonies. Without this, 
our measures must be partial and divided, and consequently 
weak and ineffectual. One Colony could not oblige ano_- 
ther to accede to any thing itself might deem prudent and 
efficacious. Difference in opinion might prevent the 
adoption of those measures which were most likely to suc- 
ceed, and our opposition, instead of tending to any desira- 
ble end, would only serve to render lis contemptible, and 
the scoff of our enemies. ."_.... 

4th. Provincial Assemblies have frequently been dis- 
solved for asserting their rights; and it would be. in the 
power of the several Goverrfours to keep them from sitting 
whenever they found they were likely to take a'ny step 
that would serve to frustrate the designs of the Ministry ; 
so that not much reliance could be bad upon their exer- 
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tidns in support of their liberties, which clearly points out 
the necessity of having recourse to some other method. 

5th. Petitions^ have been tried more than once to no 
good purpose ; and as we have n^ver been admitted into 
the secrets of the Cabinet, we can only judge from the 
declarations and actions of the Ministry and Parliament, 
from which we are compelled to believe that they would 
now, if unsecqnded, be equally fruitless and insignificant. 
Nor "can we think it prudent or safe to wait the issue of 
one more trial, before we proceed to other measures, as is 
recommended by some ; because we are sensible, that the 
delay would be attended with many dangerous conse- 
quences, and might, at least, protract our sufferings to a 
very disagreeable length. We.would not presume to im- 
peach the conduct of bur Assembly ; but judging from past 
experience and a long train. of facts, we are unable to im- 
.agine what could .lead them to expect such happy effects 
from this source alone, especially as the Assemblies of the 
other Provinces have manifested by their conduct a quite 
different opinion: ' 

. 6th. As we think a Continental Congress necessary, for 
the reasons already assigned, sq we think a Provincial Con- 
gress the only equal and just method of regulating a re- 
presentation of the whole Province^ Nor do we appre- 
hejid anvTirisnhiefs from the appointment of such a body, 
because no other authority has been delegated to them 
than barely that of choosing proper persons to represent 
the Colony in that Convention, which is to be held at 
Philadelphia m May ensuing. 

- 7th. As to the shutting up the Courts, which is said to 
have taken place in some of. the Colonies, we consider it 
as a regulation by tliem thought necessary, "to prevent any 
advantage being taken of the present critical situation of 
affairs, and as being done with the general consent and ap- 
probation of the people^ and we are informed they have 
used proper methods to prevent any. abuses which might 
arise therefrom. We know no't of any Provincial Con- 
gresses which have levied money on the subject to enlist 
men for the purpose of fighting against our Sovereign. 
We have, indeed, heard of some which have' recommend- 
ed it to their constituents to raise a fund for the support of 
those who might be employed in acquiring a knowledge of 
"military discipline, in order to defend themselves, should 
they be reduced to lhe dreadful alternative of either main- 
taining their liberties, "at the risk of their lives, or of sub- 
mitting to become the slaves of their fellow-subjects in 
Great Britain, „""".. 

8th. We cannot consider the power delegated in the 
present instance, either, as interfering with the authority of 
our Assembly, or as being a mark of disrespect towards 
it; because m we are confident, that had they considered it 
' in that light, they would not have been so wanting to them- 
selves, or so inattentive to.their just rights, as to have look- 
ed on passively while such measures were in agitation, 
but would have taken, proper" steps to secure their own dig- 
nity and authority from all infractions and violations what- 
soever ; and because the general state of American affairs 
require? .measures that are' beyond the power of any one 
particular Assembly, should it think proper, from peculiar 
motives, to observe a line of conduct altogether singular 
and different from that of the other Assemblies, which are 
embarked in. the same common cause. 

■> A Freeholder op Hempstead. 



at Cornwall Precinct, in" the County aforesaid, a motion 
was made, that Mr. Israel Seely, of said Precinct, be ap- 
pointed one of the Deputies for the aforesaid County, to 
meet Deputies from the other Counties, at New-York, on 
the 20th instant, to join in choosing some proper persons to 
be sent as Delegalesjo represent this Province in General 
Congress at Philadelphia, the 10th of next month ; and 
the question being accordingly put, it was carried by a great 
majority in the affirmative. '.:~-' _ 

' - - ■ ' Committee Chamber, Baltimore, April 5, 1775. 

" Information being made to the Committee . tjiat a few 
individuals, inhabitants of this Town, have of late worn 
pistols or private arms, alleging, in justification of their con- 
duct, " that a motion had been made in the Committee to 
sacrifice some of the persons in this Town who differed 
from them, or were averse to the publick measures now car- 
rying on in this Province, and that they wore arms against 
any such attempts :" . . . . . • . \ 

The Committee, to remove any prejudice that may be" 
taken by the publick against them, and to prevent the ill 
effects of such false and injurious 'reports, if circulated 
without contradiction, do solemnly declare that no. such mo- 
tion was ever made, or any entry relative to the same min- 
nted in their proceedings. A lew members of the Com- 
mittee were of opinion that the names of such persons, 
who, upon application, had refused to contribute for the 
purchase of arms and ammunition, should be, published ; 
but even this measure was overruled in the Committee; a?, 
improper at that time. 

Ourmeetings have been held in publick, norhas any person 

who thought fit to attend ever been excluded ; our records 

are free and open for inspection. .From the publick we re- . 

ceived our authority, not by personal solicitation, but a" free 

. and voluntary choice ; to that tribunal we submit our actions. 

Although we have uniformly persevered, and are deter- 
mined to persevere in carrying into execution the Associa- 
tion and measures of the Congress, yet, in no instance 
have we exceeded the line pointed out by that Assembly 
and our Provincial Assembly ; and abhorring every idea of 
proscription, the Committee call upon die persons who 
have circulated the aforesaid report to disclose the author. 

A true extract from the. Minutes : 

R. Alexander, Secretary. 



to\Vn-m&kting, orange county, new-york. 

At an annual Town-Meeting of the freeholders and in- 
habitants of trie Precinct of Goshen, in the County afore- 
said, on Tuesday the 4th of April, 1775, the followino- 
question, Whether any Deputies should be sent from this 
Precinct tqjneet Deputies from the other Counties at New- 
York, the 20th instant, to join with them in choosing pro- 
per persons as Delegates on the part of this Province, to meet 
in General Congress at Philadelphia, on the 1.0th of May 
next, was put, and carried unanimously in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made by several persons, that Henry 
Wisner and Peter Clowse, Esquires, be appointed Deputies 
for the above purpose; and the question being accordingly 
put, it was. carried in the affirmative, without one dissenting 
voice. .-"'..'.■' 

And at an'anjpual Town-Meeting held the day aforesaid 



JOHN P'OWNALL,. SECRETARY TO THE BOARD OF TRADE, 
TO THE GOVERNOURS OF THE SEVERAL COLONIES IN 
NORTH AMERICA. '"""«■ .*•'■- 

. Whitehall, April 5, 1775". 

Sir: 1. have the honour to. send you herewith, by 'Lord 
Dartmouth's directions, an Act of Parliament, to which 
His Majesty gave the royal assent on Friday last, entitled 
" A,n Act _to restrain the Trade and Commerce; of the 
Provinces of Massachusetts-Bay and New-Hampshire, and 
Colonies of Connecticut and Rhode- Island and Providence 
Plantation, in North America, to Great Britaiiij Ireland, 
and the B/itish^ Islands in the West-Indies, and to prohibit 
such Provinces and Colonies. from carryingon any Fishery 
oh the Banks of Newfoundland, or other places, therein 
mentioned, under certain conditions and limitations.;" and 
I am to desire that you will be pleased to cause the said Act 
to be made publick in such manner as has been usual on 
like, occasions. ^1 am, sir, your most obedient humble ser- 
vant, ' " John Pownall. 



JOHN POWNALL TO THE GOVERNOURS OF THE SEVERAL 
COLONIES. 

Whitehall, April 5, 1775. 

Sir : As it may be of use that His Majesty's subjects in 
America should be informed of the Proclamation issued by 
the order of the States General, prohibiting" the exporta- 
tion of Arms and Ammunition from their Dominions, in 
British Ships, or in their own Ships, without leave of their 
College of Admiralty, I am directed by Lord Dartmouth 
to transmit 16 you the enclosed Gazette, containing the 
said Proclamation, which you will cause to be printed and 
published in such manner as you shall think; fit. 

I am, sir, your most obedient humble. servant, 

John Pown all. 
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Hague, March 20, 1775. 

Their High Mightinesses the States General have this 
day issued a Proclamation, of which the following is a 
translation: " 

Proclamation. 

The States General of the United Provinces, to all who 
shall see or hear these presents read, greeting: "_ 

Be it known, that we, for particular reasons thereunto 
moving, have thought fit absolutely to prohibit, and we 
hereby absolutely do prohibit all exportation of Ammuni- 
tion, Gunpowder, Guns, and Shot, by Ships belonging to 
the Dominions of Great Britain, provisionally, for the 
term of six months, upon pain not only of confiscation of 
the Arms and Ammunition which shall be found there pn 
board, but als_o of a fine of a Thousand Guilders over and 
above, at the charge of the Commander, whose Ship shall 
be answerable and liable to execution for the same. 

That we have further thought fit to enact, and we do 
hereby enact, that during the above-said term of six months, 
no Gunpowder, Guns, .Shot, or other Instruments of War, 
shall be embarked on board any other Ships, whether for- 
eign or belonging to this Country, to be transported abroad, 
without consent or permission of the College of Admiralty, 
under whose jurisdiction the embarkation shall Be made, 
upon' pain "of confiscation of the Arms, Gunpowder, Guns, 
Shot, or other Ammunition, which shall have been em- 
barked without permission,' and of the Commander incur- 
ring a fine of a Thousand Guilders, on board of whose 
Ship the said Arms and Ammunition shall have been em- 
. barked, and his Ship be answerable and liable to execution 
for the said fine. 

~And that no one may pretend ignorance hereof, we call 
upon and require the States, the Hereditary Stadtholder, 
the Committee of Council, and. the deputations of the 
States of the respective Provinces, and all other Officers 
and Justices of these Countries, to cause this our Procla- 
"maiiori to be forthwith promulgated, published, and affixed, 
in all places where such publication .is wont to be made. 
And we do further charge *and command the Counsellors 
of the Admiralty, the Advocates General, together with 
all Admirals, Vice-Admirals, Captains, Officers, and Com- 
manders, to pay obedience to this our Proclamation, pro- 
ceeding and causing to be proceeded against the transgres- 
sors thereof, without favour, connivance, dissimulation, or 
composition. For such have we found meet. 

Giveirat the Hague, under the seal of the States, sig- 
nature of the President of our Assembly, and the counter 
signature of our Greffier, the 20th day of March, 1775. 

G. Van Hardenbroek. 



By order of the States General : 
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ORDER IN COUNCIL. 

At the Court of St. James's, the 5th day of April, 
1775": Present the King's Most Excellent Majesty in 
Council. 

Whereas, the time limited by His Majesty's Order in 
Council of the I9th of October last, for the prohibiting the 
exporting out of this Kingdom, or carrying coastwise, Gun- 
powder or any sorts of Arms or Ammunition, will expire 
upon the 19th of April: And whereas, it is judged expe- 
dient that the.said prohibition should be continued for some 
time longer, His Majesty doth therefore, by and with the 
advice of his Privy Council, hereby command, that no 
person or persons whatsoever, (except the Master-General, 
Lieutenant-General, or principal officers of the Ordnance 
for His Majesty's service) do, at any time during six 
months, to commence from the said 19th instant, presume 
to transport into any parts out of this Kingdom, or carry 
coastwise, any Gunpowder, or any sort of Arms or Ammu- 
nition, or ship or lade any Gunpowder, or any sort of Arms 
or Ammunition on board any Ship or Vessel, in order to 
transport the same into any parts beyond the Seas, of car- 
rying the same coastwise, without leave or permission first 
obtained from His Majesty, or'his Privy Council, upon pain 
of incurring and suffering the respective forfeitures and 
penalties inflicted by an Act passed in the 29th year of 
His late Majesty's reign, entitled " An Act Jo empower 
His Majesty to prohibit the exportation of Saltpetre, &c, 
&c." ■■ - - :;- - 



THOMAS LIf E, AGENT FOR CONNECTICUT, ?0 GOVERNOUR 
r TRUMBULL. 
Basinghall Street, London, April 5, 1775. 

Sir : I received the favour of your last packet, in which 
was enclosed a general state of the transactions relative to 
the Rev. Samuel Peters, of his applications to you, and 
what passed between you on that occasion, and anotheT 
letter, dated the 4th January last, in which you mention 
the receipt of my letter of the 5th day of October last, 
enclosing a copy of Messrs. Penn's Petition. On the 20th 
of last month, I attended Lord Dartmouth at his levee, and 
stated to him the facts from that general state, without de- 
livering the state itself , to his Lordship, who informed me 
that he had seen Mr, Peters but onc_e, and did not seem 
to lay any part pf the blame upon you ; and whatever views 
Mr. Peters may have, I hope he will be disappointed. 
There was a flying Teport sometime ago, that the acts of 
some people in your Colony, in going down to Boston to 
oppose the King's Troops, had subjected your Charter to 
be forfeited, but have not heard any thing lately about it. 
The Colony of Rhode-Island, it is said, Is likewise in the 
same predicament for seizing the King's powder. I received 
notice from the Board of Trade to attend them on the 20th 
of March last on Messrs. Penn's Petition, which 1 accord- 
ingly did, and prayed two months' time to be heard on be- 
half of your Colony by counsel. Mr. Baker, who married 
one of Mr. Penn's daughters, appeared on behalf of the 
petitioners, and opposed me very strongly, and it was with 
the utmost difficulty I obtained time till the first of May 
next, and I must be prepared in all events by that lime," 
Indeed Mr. Baker at first objected to my having any more 
time than a fortnight, or a month at most ; but on my repre- 
senting that that would fall out in" or near Easter week, 
their Lordships gave Hie a fortnight further lime. . Since I 
wrote by the last packet, Mr. Nuthafl is dead and. is suc- 
ceeded by Mr. Hoole, whom I mentioned in my former 
letters to be his partner. On application to this gentleman 
he attended with me at the Board of Trade in .behalf of 
Colonel Dyer and the other Susquehannah proprietors, but 
their Lordships wouldlnot then hear him, as they were of 
opinion that it was not then the proper time. _'."'. ' 

I am, sir, with the greatest esteem a"nd regard, your most 
obedient humble servant, Thos. Life. 

The Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Governour of the 
Colony of Connecticut, at Lebanon in Connecticut. 



MEETING QF THE LIVERY OF LONDON. .'."'"" 

"■'.-. Xondon, April 6, 1775. 

Yesterday, at Guildhall, a fewminutes after one o'clock, 
the Lord Mayor, and Aldermen Bull, Lewes and Newnham, 
with the two Sheriffs, proceeded to the Hustings ; and the 
common Crier havinginade proclamation that the business 
on which the Livery we're convened, was to consider of a 
" Remonstrance and Petition to the Throne, respecting the 
measures adopted with. regard to America ;" the Lord Mayor 
came forward and addressed the Citizens in the following 
speech : 
Gentlemen of the Livery : - ...... 

" It would ill become me, on this important day, to take 
up much of your time... I very readily complied with the 
request of several respectable fellow-citizens t6 call this 
Common Hall, from every feeling of justice and Humanity 
to our persecuted brethren in America, and the fatal Jjon-^ 
sequences I foresee of the violent proceedings now carrying 
on, which must so deeply affect the prosperity, not only of 
this, the first commercial City in the world, But likewise the 
whole Kingdom. I will only, gentlemen, beg leave to read 
to you, from your own records on this subject, the words 
of a Petition from this Metropolis to both Houses of Par- 
liament, long before the present unhappy contest between 
the Mother Country and her American Colonies began; 
so long ago as the year 1739., 

" The citizens of London are too deeply interested in 
whatever affects the trade of this Nation, not to express 
the utmost anxiety for the welfare of that only source of 
our riches. The Petitioners apprehend that the trade from 
these (His Majesty's Kingdoms) to his American Colonies, 
is of the utmost importance, and almostthe. only profitable 
trade this Nation now enjoys unrivalled By others." 
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•If, gentlemen, the trade to our American Colonies near 
forty years ago was, according to the declare.d opinion of 
this Metropolis, of such importance, the amazing entries 
for several late years made" in the books of the C.ustom- 
House, which are almost daily before your eyes, will best 
demonstrate to what an immense magnitude it is since grown. 
Such an object surely calls for our most earnest, unwearied 
attention and regard. Whatever your determinations may 
be, you may be assured of the hearty concurrence of your 
Chief Magistrate. 

Mr. B. Allen, Esq., now moved that such Remonstrance 
should be presented, and all hands were held up in favour 
of the motion except seven or eight, among whom was Sir 
_ James Esdaile. Mr. Allen made a Jong and spirited speech, 
in which he was very severe on thgaT.bitrary strides taken 
by Government, which rendered it necessary for every man 
of spirit to" stand up in his own defence. He said that if 
he had sat in the House of Commons he should have op- 
posed all the late measures, being convinced they were but 
the acts of the Minister, who was himself controlled by an 
invisible agent." That it was amazing a confidence should 
be reposed in a Stuart, by those who ought to fear every 
man of the name. Of the Scots in general, Mr. Allen 
spoke very handsomely, and wished the English would 
copy them in their nationality." He .said that the Lord 
Mayor had been unjustly accused by a prejudice against 
the Scots as. a people, and .that the Thane had artfully 
made this circumstance the ground of national quarrel. 
This orator recommended unanimity in the common cause, 
but lamented that whenever emoluments were to arise, there 
neverivefe'wanling bad men, even of rank, who would do 
any thing. He said the question now was, whether the. 
Americans were to be enslave^ or not. If Government 
was in want of supplies, why did it not take the regular 
method of raising them? He concluded by saying, " the 
Americans are sons of Britons, and have a right to be free," 
and that he hoped the Hall would be unanimous for. the 
proposed Remonstrance. Mr. Allen's speech :was well 
received, .and he concluded it with reading the Petition. 

It was afterwards moved that the Petition be again read, 
which being agreed to, it was accordingly read and ap- 
proved of, there not being more than three or four dissent- 
ing voices, among whom was Sir James Esdaile. 

Mr. Saxby then made a motion, that the said Petition 
be fairly transcribed and signed by the Town Clerk ; also, 
that it be presented to His Majesty by the Right Honour- 
able the Lord Mayor, the Aldermen and Livery of the 
City of London, in their gowns ; that the Sheriffs do 
wait upon His Majesty, to know when he will be pleased 
to receive it ; and that the Lord Mayor be requested to 
give the most early and publick intelligence of His Majesty's 
answer: all which were carried in the affirmative, 

Mr. Saxby afterwards moved, that the thanks of the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery, he given to those 
Lordsjyho protested against the AcTsjately passed respect- 
ing America ; to such Members of the House of Commons 
who opposed the said Acts and all other anti-commercial 
measure's ', to Lord Chatham, for. offering a conciliatory 
plan ; to those Members of the House of Commons who 
voted for expunging the Resolutions relative to the Mid- 
dlesex Election ; and to Edmund Burke, Esq., for offering 
a conciliatory plan. All these motions were unanimously 
agreed to. .. - - 



— -Iff **" 

LETTISH FROM THE GEORGIA'DELEGATES TO THE CONTI- 
NENTAL CONGRESS. , 
■ - . Savannah, Georgia, April 6, 1775. - 

Sir: The unworthy part which the Province of Georgia 
has acted in the great and general contest, leaves room to 
expect little less than the censure, or even indignation" of 
every virtuous man in America. Although, on the one hand, 
we feel the justice of such a consequence with respect to 
the Province in general ; yet, on the other, we claim an ex- 
emption from it in favour of some individuals who wished 
a better conduct. Permit us, therefore, in behalf, of our- 
selves, and many others our fellow-citizens, warmly attached 
to the cause, to lay before the respectable body over which 
you preside a few facts, which we trust will not only acquit 
uspf supineiress, but also render our conduct to be approved 
by all candid and dispassionate men. 



At the time the late" Congress djd this Province the 
honour to transmit to it an Extract from their Proceedings, 
enclosed in a friendly letter from the Honourable Mr. Mid- 
dleton, the sense" and disposition of the people In general 
seemed to fluctuate" between liberty and conveniency. In 
order to bring on a determination respecting the measures 
recommended, a few well-affected persdns in Savannah, 
by publick advertisement in the Gazette, requested a meet- 
ing of all the Parishes and Districts, by Delegates or Rep- 
resentatives in Provincial Congress. On the day appointed 
for this meeting, with concern fhey found that only five 
out of twelve Parishes to which they had particularly wrote, 
had nominated and sent dovvn Delegates ; and even some of 
these five had laid their Representatives under injunctions 
as to the forn\.of an Association. 

Under these circumstances those who met saw'them- 
selves a good deal embarrassed ; however, one expedient 
seemed still to present itself. The House of Assembly 
was then sitting, and it was hoped there would be no doubt 
of a majority in favour of American freedom. The plan, 
therefore, was to go through with what business they could 
in "Provincial Congress, and then, with a short address, pre- 
sent the same to the House of Assembly, who, it was hoped, 
would, by vote, in a few minutes, and before prerogative 
should interfere, make it the act of the whole Province. 

Accordingly the Congress framed and agreed to such an 
Association, and did such other business as appeared prac- 
ticable with the people, and had the whole just ready to . 
be presented, when the Governour, either treacherously in- 
formed, or shrewdly suspecting the step, put an end to the 
sessjon. . 

What, then, could the Congress do ) On the one hand 
truth forbid them to call their proceedings the voice of the 
Province, there being but five out of twelve Parishes con- 
cerned ; and on the other, they wanted strength sufficient to 
enforce them on the principle of necessity, to which all 
ought for a time to submit. They found the inhabitants 
of Savannah not likely soon to give matters a favourable 
turn. The importers were mostly against any interruption, 
and the consumers very much divided. There were some 
of the latter virtuously for the measures ; others strenuously 
against them ; but more who called themselves neutrals 
than either. "; " 

Thus situated, there appeared nothing "before us but the 
alternative of either immediately commencing a civil war 
among ourselves, or else, of patiently waiting the measures 
to be recommended by the General Congress. Among a 
powerful people, provided with men, money, and conveni- 
ences, and by whose conduct others were to be regulated, 
the former would certainly be the resolution that would 
suggest itself fo every man removed from. the condition of 
a coward; but in a small community like that of Savan- 
nah, (whose members are mostly in .their first advance to- 
wards wealth and independence, destitute of even the neces- 
saries of life within themselves, and from whose junction, 
or silence, so little wouldrbe added or lost to the general 
cause,) the latter presented itself as the most eligible plan, 
and was adopted by the people. Party disputes and. ani- 
mosities have" occasionally prevailed, which show that the 
spirit of freedom is" not extinguished, but only restrained 
for a time till an opportunity shall offer for calling it forth. 

The Congress convened at Savannah' d\<\ us the honour 
of choosing us Delegates to m.eet your respectable body at 
Philadelphia, on the tenth of next month.. We .were sen- 
sible of .the honour and weight of the. appointment, and 
would gladly have rendered our Country any services our. 
poor abilities would have admitted of ; but, alas! with what 
face" could we have appeared for a Province whose inhabi- 
tants had refused to sacrifice, the most trifling advantages 
to the publick cause, and in whose behalf we did not think 
we could safely pledge ourselves for„the execution of any 
one measure whatsoever. ' 

We do not mean to insinuate that those who appointed 
us would prove apostates, or desert their opinion ; but that 
the tide of opposition was great ; that all the strength and 
virtue of these our friends might be insufficient for the 
purpose. We very early saw the difficulties that would 
here occur, and therefore repeatedly and constantly re- 
quested the people to proceed to the choice of other Dele- 
gates in our stead ; but this they refused to do. 

We beg, sir. you will view our reasons for not attending 
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in "a liberal point of light. Be pleased to make the most 
favourable representation of them to the honourable the 
Members of the Congress. We believe we may take upon 
us to say, notwithstanding all that has past, there are still 
men In Georgia who, when an occasion shall require, will 
be ready to evince a steady, religious, and manly attach- 
ment to the liberties of America. To the consolation of 
these, they find themselves in the neighbourhood of a Prov^ 
ince whose virtue and magnanimity must and will do lasting 
honour to the cause, and in whose fate they seemed dis- 
posed freely to involve their own. . , - _ 

We have tbe honour to be, sir, your most obedient, and 
very humble servants, Noble Wimberly Jones, 

Archibald Bullock, 
John Houstoun. 

To the President of the Continental Congress. 



CALVERT COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE. 

-'■ April 5", 1775. 

In consequence of an information received, that Mr. 
Alexander Ogg, merchant at Hunting/own, had sold and 
was selling his goods at a greater advance upon the prime 
cost than was recommended by the Provincial Convention, 
held at Annapolis in December, 1774, the Committee met 
at Huntingtown on Saturday the 25th March, and con- 
tinued by adjournment till this day. 

Ordered, That tbe Clerk give notice to said Ogg, and 
desire his attendance immediately before the Committee. 
Accordingly he attended, and produced his slrop-notes and 
books, from which it appeared he had sold at a much higher 
advance than one hundred and fifty per cent, on the prime 
cost. 

On motion, Resolved, That said Ogg has violated the 
Association, and therefore ought to be deemed an enemy 
to the cause of America. Signed per order, 

Pat. Sim Smith, Clerk pro tern. 

to the publics. 
I hereby publickly acknowledge that I have, but with 
no sinister intention, violated the American Association in 
selling several articles of my last cargo at more than one 
hundred and fifty per cent, advance upon the prime cost. 
My goods were imported via Philadelphia, and conse- 
quently were much more chargeable than if imported di- 
rectly into this Province. This extraordinary expense 1 
thought I had a right to reimburse myself; but I find I was 
mistaken. I am, sorry I have offended. I am willing to 
make satisfaction as far as is in my power. I shall give 
credit in every article where I have charged a farthing 
more than one hundred and fifty per cent, upon the prime 
cost. And as my character as a vender of goods has hitherto 
been very irreproachable, and I have been as zealous gn 
assertor of American freedom as any man upon the Conti- 
nent, my sphere of life 'considered, I hope the publick will 
forgive this offence, more especially as it has been owing 
to a misapprehension of the matter, and not to any design 
of taking advantage of the scarcity of goods that* now pre- 
vails. Alexander Ogg. 
'Ap'riri3, 1775. - 

sussex county (virginia) committee. 

At a Committee held for the County of Sussex, in Vir- 
ginia, at the Court-House, on Thursday the 6th of April, 
1775, present: ThomasPeete, Esq., Chairman, and twenty- 
seven other Members of the said Committee : 

The Proceedings of the Provincial Congress, lately held 
in the Town of Richmond and County of Henrico, were 
laid before the Committee by the late Delegates for this 
County ; and the same being read, and maturely considered, 
the Committee came to the following Resolution : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Committee, in behalf 
of themselves and their constituents, the good people of this 
County, are justly due, and are most unfeignedly given to 
the. Congress in general, and to our late worthy Delegates 
in particular, for the great pains and trouble they have been 
at, and wisdom shewn in their consultations and resolves, 
and to assure them that this Committee will adhere strictly 
to the spirit of the Resolves of the said Congress. 

Signed by order. Thomas Peete, Chairman. 

, . John Massenburg, Cleric. 



New-York, April 6, 1775. 

A correspondent acquaints us that, on Monday, the 3d 
of April, the inhabitants of the Borough of Westchester 
met, in consequence of a summons, to give their sentiments 
upon a question, whether or not they would choose Depu- 
ties to represent them at a Provincial Convention in this 
City ; when they declared themselves already very ably 
and effectually represented in the General Assembly of 
this Province by Isaac Wilkins, Esquire ; peremptorily 
disowned aD Congressional Conventions and Committees, 
most loyally repeating the old chorus, God save the King, 
which was seconded by three cheers. 

On Tuesday, the 11th instant, a General Meeting of the 
inhabitants of the County of Westchester is to be held at 
the White Plains, to determine whether or not Delegates 
shall be sent by them to a Provincial Convention at New- 
York. 



to the freeholders and inhabitants Of the county 
of westchester. 

'New-York, April 6, 1775. 

You are earnestly desired to attend a General Meeting 
of the County, to be held at the White Plains, on Tues- 
day next, the 11th instant, to give your votes upon the 
questions: — - 

Whether you are inclined to choose Deputies to meet at 
the City of New- York, in a Provincial Convention ? Or, 

Whether you are determined to abide by the loyal and 
judicious measures already taken by your own worthy Re- 
presentatives in the General Assembly of this Province, for 
a redress of ^dmmcan'grievances ? 

The consequences that may arise from your neglecting 
to attend at the White Plains, on Tuesday next, to declare 
your sentiments relative to the appointment of. Deputies to 
meet in Provincial Congress, may be very fatal to this 
County. The friends of Government^ and our happy 
Constit utio n are, therefore, earnestly invited in person, to 
oppose armeasure so replete with ruin and misery. Re- 
member the extravagant price we are now obliged to pay 
for goods purchased of the merchants, in consequence of 
the Non-Importation Agreement ; and when the Non-Ex- 
portation Agreement takes place, we sjiall be in the situa- 
tion of those who were obliged to make bricks without 
straw. ' ' -...-.-. 



MEETING OF THE INHABITANTS OF NEW-YORK. 

New- York, Thursday, April 6, 1775. 
A number of the inhabitants of this City'and County 
assembled at the Liberty Pole this day, in consequence of 
a notification published yesterday for that purpose, when 
they immediately proceeded to the choice.of a Chairman. 
And after the Chairman had fully explained the business 
and design of the meeting, a motion was made, that the 
following recommendation and advice of the Committee 
should be read : — 

To the respectable Inhabitants of the City and County of 
New-York. 

Friends and, Fellow-Citizens: In times so critical 
as the present, i.t becomes the duty of every citizen to pay 
particular attention to, the welfare of the community, and 
to counteract every measure that may tend to injure its 
interest. '" ll t 

Influenced by these considerations, we view with conce rn 
the uneasiness occasioned in this City by the late unusual 
exportation of Nails; and perceive with anxiety ITie dis- 
tress to which a monopoly of this or any other article may 
expose many among us. 

For what purpose, or with what design, such a quantity 
has, in so short a time, been purchased and exported, we 
neither know nor can conceive. r The clamour raised 
among the Mechanicks, by the scarcity of Nails during the 
continuance of the last Non-Importation Agreement, is 
recent in our memories; and though the manufactories 
which have since been established will supply more than 
sufficient for our own consumption, we apprehend it would 
be imprudent thus rashly to part with what we have in 
store, especially as this sudden exportation has given just 
grounds for suspicion and alarm. 

It is not within the limits of our appointment to provide 
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against the evil tendency of this circumstance, by any regu- 
lation ; but considering ourselves as fellow-citizens with you, 
and deeply interested, in every thing that respects the pub- 
lick weal, and the support of the great cause in which our 
all is at stake, we take the liberty of declaring our senti- 
ments upon the occasion ; and recommend to you to avoid 
drawing the people of this City into "-any. difficulties or dis- 
contents, by exporting or encouraging the monopoly of 
such great quantities of Nails as may leave a provision for 
our own consumption precarious, especially as it is not 
certain whether these Nails, so hastily bought up and ex- 
ported, are designed .to be. .used, or to be' stored. 

Permit us also to submit to your consideration the pro- 
priety of supplying the Troops at Boston with implements 
of war, and articles essential to hostilities. We cannot 
forbe.ar observing, that the duty We owe to our interest and 
reputation should lead us to withhold such supplies from 
the Troops, at least till we have assurances that nothing 
hostile. is intended against us. By order of the Committee : 

Isaac Low, Chairman. 

And the same being read accordingly, and the question 
put, whether they approved of the said recommendation 
and advice, it was carried in the affirmative unanimously. 

Then the question was put, whether we ought to supply 
the Troops at Boston with implements of war, and other 
necessaries for carrying on their operations against the peo- 
ple of Massachusetts-Bay • which was carried in the nega- 
• tive, unanimously. 

After which, the following 1 motions (in writing) were 
delivered to the Chairman : 

Mr. Chairman: Whereas William and Henry Ustick, 
of this City, Traders, have, for some time past, been en- 
gaged in purchasing Spades, Shovels, and other intrenching 
tools for the use of the Army now_at Boston; and have 
likewise employed a number ofbands in manufacturing Bill- 
hooks, Pickaxes, &.c, for the purpose aforesaid ; whereby 
they have acted derogatory to the character of j*ood citi- 
zens and friends to their Country, as it enables General 
Gage to take the field, and carry into execution any hos- 
tile plan which be.m ay have conceived against the Province 
of the Massachusettj-Bay in particular, and the American 
Colonies in general, and may be the means of involving" 
our Country in bloodshed, and the dreadful calamities at- 
tendant on civil war. In order, therefore, to testify to the 
world our abhorrence and detestation of such vile and infa- 
mous Conduct, and prevent in. some measure the infamy 
and reproach which our silence would bring upon the 
inhabitants of this City and County in general: 

I move that the sense of this body be now taken, whe- 
ther the said IVtlliam and Henry Ustick have not acted 
in this matter as inveterate foes to American freedom, and 
whether we ought not to break "off all connexion and deal- 
ing "with them for the future? 

And the questions being respectively put on the said 
motions, they were carried in the affirmative, with only one 
dissenting voice. 

It was likewise moved, that a Committee should be ap- 
pointed to wait on the Importers of Nails, and request them 
not to dispose of those which they have on hand to any 
♦ person who may purchase them with a design to export 
,*^ them out of the Province ; and a Committee of seven peT- 
sons was accordingly appointed for that purpose. 



ALEXANDER m'DOUGALL TO JOSIAH. QUTNCY, JDN. 

.* * New-York, Aprj] 6, 1775. 

Dear Sir : Your favours of the 17th and 19th of De- 
cember last, enclosing letters for the friends of the common 
cause in Boston and Philadelphia, arrived here the 10th 
ultimo ; but they were not handed to me before the 25th, 
owing to their being in a package belonging to a gentle- 
man who was absenf when they arrived. Your directions 
respecting them were strictly observed, and they were for- 
warded the 27th by safe conveyances. I shall take great 
pleasure in transmitting your future communications to 
your friends. 

I wrote you by the March Packet under cover to Mr. 
Thomas Brpmfield, in which I informed you of the pro- 
gress then made by our House of Assembly on American 
grievances. The " assurances I gave you, that what re- 



mained of the " Report of the Committee of Grievances:" 
not then considered by the " Committee of the House," 
would rather be more in favo"Vjr of liberty than the " Re- 
port," has, since been confirmed ; the particulars of which 
you have in the enclosed printed proceedings of the House. 
After the "Statement of Grievances" was agreed to, .and ap- 
proved of by the House, several of the members who were 
warm friends to the cause of liberty, having attended the 
Assembly two months, and their families being very remote 
from.the Capital, and argent business demanding their re- 
turn, and considering the most important transactions of 
the sessions finished, went home. This gave an opportu- 
nity to the wicked and designing members of the House," 
contrary to all orcfer, to depart from the spirit of the " List 
of Grievances," in a " Petition to the King," " Memorial 
to the Lords," and l: Remonstrance to the Commons." 
But the " Statement of Grievances " agreed to by the 
fuirest House during the sessions, must be. considered as the 
basis of all their proceedings on the American controversy. 
If any regard is to be paid to the sense of the legal Repre- 
sentatives, that seiise is the " Statement of Grievances " 
agreed to in a full House; and therefore, whatever differ- 
ence appears in the " Petition," &c., from that " Statement 
of Grievances" is a mere nullity. If the Ministry make 
any dependance on the " Petition," Sic, as declarative of 
the sense of this Colony, they will find themselves most 
egregiously mistaken. This City will publickly disavow 
the - ' vile, slavish sentiments contained in the " Petition," 
&tc, the moment they make their appearance." So far as 
they are now know T n, they are condemned, and the patrons 
of them despised. And if the Provincial Convention, 
who are to meet here on the 20th instant, to elect Dele- 
gates for the Continental Congress, dp not disavow the 
" Petition," &c, which I have reason to conclude they 
will, they will certainly join with the Continental Congress 
in doing it. - ■ ' * 

Puring the Ship Beulah's stay in our Bay she was con- 
tinually watched by a Sub-Committee, and did not enter. 
But while she lay at the Hook waifingfor a fair wind, the 
night before she departed threatened a storm ; and as the 
Boat, on board of which the Sub-Committee attended, was" 
not so well provided with ground-tackling as the Ship, the 
Boat was obliged to go into a cove of sa.fety, at some dis- 
tance from the Ship. The owners,"wbo had some goods 
on board, having previously meditated a plan to land 
them, availed themselves of this opportunity,, and effected 
it in the^ night. Of this they were suspected, and our Sub- 
Committee of Observation, and the Committee of Eliza- 
bethtown, having got a clue' jto a discovery, the owners 
confessed the matter upon oath. Our citizens were so 
enraged at them for the horrid deed, that it was wijh great 
difficulty they were prevailed upon not to banish them. 
The fearful apprehensions of these persons, an~d the terms 
on which they 'are suffered to "abide here, are fully ex- 
pressed in the printed papers which you have herewith. 
This is the only violation of the Association we have had 
since it took place. The punishment they now, and will 
endure, is sufficient to deter any man, however base, from 
another breach. 

The friends of the Association, and the great cause, are 
daily increasing; so that you have no reason to fear a de- 
fection of this Colony. Time will not permit me to be' 
jnore particular. I shall continue to enclose you "all the 
printed papers which I may judge of importance to you, 
regardless of the postage, until you direct me to the con- 
trary. "■■'"■:--'' 

1 am, dear sir, in great haste, but with great respect, 
your humble servant, Alexander McDotjgall. 

Josiah Quincy, Jun., London. . ' " 

_ P. S. As my political character may tempt the tools 
of Government to open letters to me, please to cover your" 
favours to me to Samuel Broome &, Co., Merchants,, in 
New-York. 

FOR MR. RIVINGTON's NEW-YORK GAZETTEER. " ' 
■"-.". Boston, April 6, 1775. 

Whereas it is the prevailing rage of the present times 
for people of all ranks, orders, and professions, to form 
Associations, and erect themselves into what they call 
Congresses and Committees of various denominations; 
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who, under pretext of redressing grievances and reforming 
Church and State, have made most audacious and iniqui- 
tous resolves, tending to the subversion of all order and 
good Government, and the total abolition of law and justice: 

And whereas, in compliance with the aforesaid resolves, 
many peaceable and well disposed persons, who .have de- 
clined joining in such illegal Associations, have been insulted, 
persecuted, proscribed, and oppressed, and have suffered 
all the cruelty and torture that brutal, co"wardly rage could 
devise ; and as, in obedience to the. orders of such Con- 
gresses and Committees, much private property has heen 
destroyed, the most daring piracies and robberies have 
been perpetrated in the face of open day, and death and 
(jesuuction denounced against all who dare oppose their 
lawless banditti: -..--".- 

And whereas the Pulpit and Press are become subser" 
yient to the infernal schemes of these diabolical assemblies", 
and are used as the great engines to destroy the peace and 
tranquillity of this devoted Nation, and to plunge it into 
all the horrours of rebel)ion _ and civil war: to accomplish 
which they daily teem with productions of the most in-' 
flammatory, seditious, treasonable nature ; reflecting on, 
and highly injurious to t.he characters and interests of indi- 
viduals, and particular societies of men ; which, individuals 
and particular societies labour under great disadvantages, 
through the want of mutual concert and intercourse with 
each otljer : 

And as the Navy and. Army sent hither by His Majesty 
for the support of the laws and preservation of the peace, 
have been marked out as the peculiar objects of the ran- 
cour and malignity of these reforming fanaticks ; and^ as 
•iiv their resolves they have publickly declared the officers 
and men to be their enenpies, and with that charity and 
hgma'nity which. are peculiar to the. holy men of Massachu- 
setts, have endeavoured to deprive them of those necessa- 
ries and conveniences of life, which, among savages, are 
not denied to. the brute creation; namely, straw to lie down 
on, and sheds to shelter them from the rigour of a most in- 
qlement season ; and with their usual zeal for the propaga- 
tion of irreligion and immorality, have spared neither pains 
nor expense to debauch the soldiers from their duty and 
allegiance, to persuade them to be guilty of perjury, trea- 
son, and rebellion ; and as a few, by. artifice and deceit, 
have been prevailed on to desert the service of their .King 
and Country, some of whom have suffered the punishment 
due to so heinous a crime, and others have been condemned 
by their seducers to slavery, and sentenced to pass the 
remainder of their miserable, days at hard labour in the 
mines: •;;■.*-'-■ 

As these illegal Congresses and Committees still con- 
tinue to meet, vote, and resolve ;_ and as His Majesty's land 
and sea forces here assembled, are particularly affected by 
these meetings, it Is therefore, with all deference, submitted 
to the Officers, whether, from the foregoing considerations; 
they should not immediately form, a Congress, that, by 
uniting their counsels and arms, they may both act with 
greater force, and with '"more effect; and the appearance of 
a confederacy may render them no less respectable among 
the people than formidable to the rebels : 

It is therefore humbly proposed by the Moderator and 
Selectmen, that a Military Congress be immediately formed, 
under thename of A Grand Congress of Control ; that this 
Congress have a President, who shall be stvled Comptrof- 
ler General ; a Secretary ; three Delegates from each Re- 
giment ; three from the Navy, and one from the Engi- 
neers." .. 

That as many as can conveniently meet, do assemble on 
every Monday and Thursday, immediately after the pub- 
lication of the Bpston Gazette and the Spy, to take cogni- 
zance of whatever may relate to them in these Papers ; 
and also of the proceedings of the Provincial Congress now 
sitting at Concord. -- .■:..... 

That on these days they hear all complaints against Con- 
gresses, Committees, Town Meetings, Selectmen, Printers, 
Watchmen, and mob of the Town of Boston. 
. That they take cognizance of any injury, insult, or in- 
dignity, that may be offered by any - man or body of men, 
to their Country, their King, their profession, their Gen- 
eral, their men, or themselves; and where legal process 
cannot be obtained, that a summary mode of redress be 
adopted and put into execution.. 



That they appoint such inferiour Committees as shall to 
them appear expedient. 

That they keep a faithful register of the occurrences of 
the times, and pursue every other measure which, in their 
united wisdom, they shall judge effectual, to obviate the 
insidious schemes pt a most artful, indefatigable, unprinci- 
pled, and ungenerous enemy. - 



TOR THE MASSACHUSETTS GAZETTE. 

" Boston, April G, 1775. 

My worthy Friends and Fellow- Countrymen.} 

Experience has ever been found to be the best guide of 
human conduct; to profit from our past errours, is at once to 
discharge our duty and consult our truest interest. When 
we f.eyiew qur past behaviour, in any stage ot station of life, 
how many instances may we. find, wherein we should have 
acted a very different part if we .ha J been aware of the 
consequences which have ensued ; and which, should we 
again be placed in the same situatioq,.we should very ma- 
terially correct? Hence have originated the wise maxims 
and prudent and salutary observations of the sages of an- 
tiquity, which, if more' carefully attended to, would make 
succeeding generations much jnoje cautious and circum- 
spect in their conduct- than we, in fact, find to be the* case. 
But such is the unhappy frailty of the human. mind, that 
we are in general less" attentive to the calls of reason and 
prudence than the suggestions of passion," prejudice, and 
vicious habits. We are apt suddenly to gratify our present 
inclinations at the expense "of our future happiness, and 
incur the same misfortunes which we have seen a thousand 
others do by a similar behaviour before. 

If we look back upon the conduct of the Colonies for 
some years past, wetnay find many critical junctures where 
a prudent silence, or dutiful and rational remonstrance, would 
have been attended with the most sajutaryconsequences, 
and put an end to that dispute which has since been so 
unhappily protracted,. With what extreme caution, then, 
should we "now proceed in our opposition, when our all de- 
pends upon adopting a proper mode of behaviour. We 
ought to be thoroughly convinced that we have; truth, jus- 
tice, reason," and equity for our foundation. How far these 
are the ground of the. complaints of the Congress, J am 
endeavouring to discover to you, and beg your attention to 
that article of grievance which was omitted in my last, frorij 
motives of convenience, 'and is. as follows: "Assemblies 
have been frequently and injuriously dissolved, and. Com- 
merce burdened with many useless and oppressive restric- 



ts 



tions. 

In this article we have a striking instance of the. consoli- 
dated modesty, as well as wisdom of theCongress. As to 
the first part, relative to the dissolution of Assemblies^ they 
might have recollected, that in some instances tjis Majesty, 
whose undoubted prerogative it is, by express instructions, 
had directed his Governours to dissolve the' Assemblies,' 
(unless they would repede from some rash, imprudent, and 
unjustifiable measures/which they had adopted,) before they 
had so modestly told .him, by styling them injurious., that 
he was not a judge of the propriety. or justice of the steps 
which he. himself had. directed. In other instances, the 
Governours, of themselves, have dissolved Assemblies, 
wben their proceedings have been such as required it. 
Here it is curious to observe the inimitable consistency and 
uniformity of the conduct of some members of the' Congress, 
who, for some years past, as members of the General A^sem- " 
bly, have been endeavouring to prove that the Governour 
has the "sole power to prorogue, adjourn, and dissolve the 
General Assembly," when and where he thinks fit; "and 
now, at the Congress, complain of it as injurious that he 
has exercised this" right, in "instances where he himself 
thought His Majesty's service required it. Such conduct 
can be accounted for on no other principle than a disposi- " 
tion in the Congress to raise fears' and create jealousies in 
the people of a'design to make them slaves, when, at the 
same time, they themselves are convinced that they are 
the mere suggestions of their own wicked arts" and false 
insinuations. " And Commerce burdened with many 
useless and oppressive restrictions." This is still more 
extraordinary. In all the disputes that have hitherto "sub- 
sisted, the right of Great Britain to regulate the Trade of 
the Colonies was never till now contested ; and the neces-- 
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sity and justice of this is apparent, when we consider the 
vast expense Great Britain is at in protecting the trade , 
and that the. Colonies might otherwise carry on a commerce 
destructive to her interest, which she has an updoubted 
" right to prevent, upon every principle of justice and poli- 
cy: by her strength, by her assistance, it is that we now" 
enjoy this extensive Country, and have arrived to so great 
a pitch of opulence and importance. "_ How reasonable is 
it, then, that we should be restrained from attempting any 
thing detrimental to her Trade and Commerce? These, 
however, have been regulated with the strictest regard and 
attention to" the interests of the Colonies. 

The inhabitants of Great Britain are not suffered to 
raise any tobacco, and are obliged topay large duties upon 
'what is imported, merely to benefit some of the Colonies, 
.^vhose sole subsistence depends upon it. They are; re- 
strained frpm buying indigo, which they might. get much 
cheaper at other markets, merely to encourage the Ameri- 
can manufacture, of that article. And though we have, 
been restrained from vending a number of the articles of 
our produce to any but Great Britain, yet this has. been 
amply compensated by the bounties that have been paid 
us upon, their importation into that Kingdom. IJarge 
bojintjes have been paid upon our timber, pitch, tar, rosin, 
turpentine, hemp, indigo, pot and pearl ashes, &,c. ; the 
Acts granting some. of which have, a preamble which 
breathes the, most benevolent regard, to the interest and 
happiness of the Colonies ; It is thus expressed : " Where- - 
as, Her Majesty's Colonies and Plantations in America 
were at first settled, and are still maintained and protected 
at. a great expense of the treasure of this Kingdom, with 
a design to render them as useful as may be to England, 
and the labour and industry of the people there, profitable 
to. themselves ; and to enable them to "make due and suffi- 
cient returns Til the course of their trade," &,c, " Certainly 
nothing appears useless and oppressive in these instances ; 
and the more we examine it, the .more groundless this 
complaint appears. It is couched In general terms, to pre* 
vent the. knowledge of. the "truth. It. was supposed .the 
veracity of the Congress would be implicitly relied on, and 
that few would take jhe .trouble of inquiring for themselves. 
But I beseech you, my dear friends, exercise that reason, 
those powers of judging which God lias given you. The 
Congress has been guilty of gross prevarication and false' 
assertions, which I am endeavouring to convince you of; 
and however severe. these charges may seem, I shall think 
the truth of my assertions. a sufficient apology for every 
thing I advance. - --■ ' " 

The next complaint which has not jet been considered, 
is this.: ".Both Houses of Parliament have resolved that 
the_ Colonists may be tried in Englandjor, offences alleged 
to have been committed in America, by virtue of a Statute 
passed in the thirty-fifth year of Henri/ the EighTh, and in 
consequence thereof attempts have been, made to enforce 
the Statute." The statute here referred to, either extended 
to America, or it did not ; if it did extend here, how comes 
it to pass that we have .never complained of it before? 
How could our forefathers, from the jfirst settlement of the 
Country, tamely submit to such a galling yoke, and insen- 
sibly remain in such a state of si a very ? Unhappy mortals ! 
thus to continue for a hundred and jjfty years in actual 
submission, to tyranny. and arbitrary power'and never once 
be aware of their danger ; never perceive that their liber- 
ties were infringed; never feelso enormous a grievance. 
Surely our veneration for their characters," as the sons of 
freedom, must be greatly lessened, wtEeri we 'reflect upon 
this dastardly instance of their supine negligence and un- 
manly silence. Is it possible they could enjoy the conve- 
niences, comforts, and luxuries of life,jwith which in later 
times they have been surrounded, and. not be tormented 
with the goading reflection of their submission to this infa- 
mous statute of Henry the Eighth, that tyrant of tyrants, 
and scourge to his subjects ? Unfeeling wretches ! But, 
thank Heaven, we, their wiser offspring, have found it out, 
and_ are determined no longer to acquiesce in our submis- 
sion; but through fear of misfortunes yet unfelt, will sacri- 
fice our peace, our happiness, and every social blessing, 
and involve ourselves in the most distressing calamities, 
ratherthanjay our silence countenance the bare existence - 
of such an authority, though we never have, and never ex- 
pect to experience its exertion. Who would not, for the 



uncertainty of future oppression, relinquish the certain en- 
joyment of present happiness and peace? Who would not, 
for the pleasure of opposing lawful authority, submit to the 
usurpation of lawless Congresses and Committee-men? 
One drop of American blood, if it flows in the veins pf 
^any one to whom these questions are proposed, must at 
once dictate the answer. 

But to be serious. — If this Act did extend to America, 
could the resolutions of the two Houses of Parliament add 
to its baneful influence ? Could that which has ever been 
a law, be rendered more so, by repeated declaration of but 
two branches of the Legislature? Certainly not. But if 
it did not extend here, is not the declaration of the Lords 
and Commons that it did, equivalent to niakinga new sta- 
tute; and can they alone do this, without the assent of the 
third branch of the Legislature ? Can, therefore, such 
resolves.be considered in any other light, than a declara- 
tion of the general .sense of the Nation? Can they be 
supposed to add any authority to the statute referred to, 
which it had not before ? Is not the exposition of Acts of 
Parliament, the proper department of the Executive Courts 
of Justice? _ Can, therefore, any thing short of a new act 
of Parliament, which hag the sanction of thejhree branches 
of the Legislature, extend a. former Act beyond the mean- 
ing and construction it rhay lawfully bear? Will not the . 
Judges of the Courts of Law expound it, as it stands by 
itself, abstracted from any resolves of separate brandies of 
the Legislature ? Have they not done this ? Was it not 
firsj proposed to the Judges of England for their opinion^ 
which was ajterwards confirmed injtcrroTem merely, by the 
resolves of the two Houses of Parliament ? - And if this is 
the grievance, I admit it to be true that the Judges of Eng- 
land have determined that it does extend here-) and it 
is equally true that they are the proper judges of this'mat- 
ter, and should, doubtless, have decided.it upon the princi- 
ples of Law and the Constitution ; and however disagree- 
able the decision may be to "the Congress, it certainly is 
"not a matter of grievance, as hereby they have not "made 
any new law, but explained one of a date more ancientthaf) 
the settlement of this Country, and under the authority of 
which we have. hitherto lived quiet and peaceable lives,, 
without suffering any inconvenienced or oppression. And 
here I.canriot but take notice of the vague, indeterminate 
expression made use of, "that the Colonists may be tried 
in England for offences alleged to have been committed 
m America." As 1 have before, observed, this Petition, 
so called, could be intended only for the -publick newspa- 
pers here, and therefore the design was chiefly to alarm the 
fears of the populace. Accordingly they are left in. thi.« 
instance to conjecture whatever their heated imaginations 
irray suggest, and to. suppose that the most trivial of offences 
are here guarded against; whereas, if they were informed 
that it was high treason, the highest crime known in the 
law, and indeed the most flagitious in its nature and conse- 
quences, that can be committed in any State, the. impor- 
tance and necessity of, the case would apologize for the 
extraordinary remedy provided, arid silence "every objec- 
tion. But the Congress go on confidently to assert, that 
"in consequence thereof, attempts have been rriade.to en- 
force that "statute." What is intended by this, I am utterly 
at a loss to conceive. I neither know rior. have ever heard 
of any. instance of this kind, though I have been pretty in- 
dustrious in my inquiries; and I believe I may justly and 
truly aver, that no such attempt has everheen made — sure 
I am, that there has been none in this Province ; and I will 
candidly confess my errour, and acknowledge my obliga- 
tions to any one, who can inform me of an instance in any 
other. Why, then, we should be alarmed with an idea of 
danger, where there is none ; why we should be told of 
attempts which have never been made, of grievances never 
felt, and of designs to injure us never conceived, is not 
easily accounted for upon the principles of justice, truth, 
equity, or a regard for the interest, and Jhappiness of the 
Colonies, or the just and legal authority of the Parent State. 
1 will now consider the next complaint, which is, "A 
Statute was passed in the twelfth year of your Majesty's 
reign, directing that persons charged with committing any 
offence therein described, in any place out of the Realm, 
may be indicted and tried for the same in jany Shire, or 
County within the Realm, whereby inhabitants of these 
Colonies may, in sundry cases, by that Statute rriade capi- 
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tal, be deprived of a trial by their peers of the vicinage." 
After premising that this statute is intended principally 
to prevent setting fire to His Majesty's Dock- Yards, Ships, 
and Naval Stores, I would beg leave to observe, that by 
Commerce and Trade alone Great Britain has arrived to 
such a pitch of opulence and splendour, as has scarce been 
equalled, never surpassed, by any Nation on the globe. By 
the undisputed sovereignty of the Sea, which she has ever 
maintained, she has been able to hold the first rank, and 
preserve the balance of power among all the Kingdoms, 
-States, and Empires in the world. Should her naval pow- 
er be considerably lessened or destroyed, it would be pro- 
ductive of the. most ruinous consequences, and must finally 
terminate in the destruction of the British Nation. The 
principal States in Europe envy, and are striving to out- 
rival her in this boasted superiority ; and should they ever 
be able to effect this point, Britain would soon become a 
tributary State to some potent victor. It is by her power- 
ful fleet, that this renowned Island, comparatively small, 
has arisen to be the first Kingdom on earth for wealth and 
power ; inexhaustible sources of opulence and riches have 
been discovered and improved by her commercial inter- 
course with the different Nations and Countries in the 
world ; and this Trade is continued, secured, and protect- 
ed merely by her much-envied but hitherto unTi vailed 
Navy. Of how much importance it is, then, that the most 
effectual precautions should be used to support this valu- 
able, useful, and necessary pillar of her greatness! To 
injure or impair this, is to strike at the very foundation of 
the Kingdom and vitals of the State. To attempt to destroy 
this bulwark of her power, would indicate an inclination to 
reduce Great Britain to a state of poverty and slavery. 
Who, then, can complain that the laws made to punish so 
heinous an offence should be severe, and attended with 
penalties proportionate to the greatness of the crime ? Who 
would not be willing to submit to a provision in this in- 
stance, which in most others might be reasonably com- 
plained of? Sensible of the necessity and justice of it, the 
inhabitants of the other parts of the Dominions, who are 
equally affected by it with us, willingly and cheerfully ac- 
quiesce in their submission to this statute ; and why we 
alone should complain, when every part of the Dominion 
is in the same predicament, is a little unaccountable. By 
this statute it is enacted, that whoever shall offend against 
it out of the Realm, may be indicted and tried in any 
County within the Realm that His Majesty shall appoint. 
Thus our fellow-subjects in Ireland, the West-Indies, and 
wherever else dispersed, are equally comprehended in this 
Act ; so that we have no reason to suppose, as is suggested 
by the Congress, that it was passed in consequence of a 
plan adopted by the Ministry to enslave the Colonies. But 
the intention is best collected, from the Act itself, which 
informs us that it was made because the safety of the Dock- 
Yards, Ships, Sic, is of great importance to the welfare 
and security of the Kingdom ; and he who can basely at- 
tempt to infringe these, amply deserves to be tried under 
the disadvantages, if they can be called such, prescribed 
by this. Act. Phileirene. 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 
NO. VIII. 

Boston, April 6, 1775 v 

My Friends and Fellow- Countrymen : 

We are now verging towards a close of our lucubrations 
upon the right of Parliament. I blush upon asking your fur- 
ther attention to this matter, having already trespassed long 
on your patience. The importance of the subject, and a 
show of argument in the two papers succeeding the one con- 
sidered in our last, must be my apology. Having examined 
this question to its foundation, in a course of papers that 
have been laid before the publick ; having compared it with 
every principle of law, of justice, and of social connexions, 
which would not disgrace the understanding of a Hotten- 
tot ; having traced its decision in our favour, up to a con- 
nexion with our mostjm porta nt duty, and the precepts of 
Heaven ; it remains only that w 7 e obviate the residue of 
our writer's half-made arguments upon this subject, by 
showing their inconclusiveness or remoteness from the 
point. Such matters as fall within the principles and rea- 



sonings established and applied on former occasions, we may 
pass by, as having been fairly and fully answered. It is 
unnecessary in this stage of the controversy to offer any 
thing in affirmance of our claim, however the observations 
and assertions of our antagonist may provoke us to it; for 
this, I must refer you to our past Numbers, Many other 
things might be added, so fertile and clear is the subject, 
the which, if they should all be written, I suppose the world 
itself would not contain the books that would be written. . 

The Paper of January 16th, begins with the most flagrant 
misrepresentation of facts, from which we may form some 
shrewd conjectures of its progress and end. "Had a' per- 
son, some fifteen years ago, undertaken to prove that the 
Colonies were annexed to the Realm, were a part of the 
British Empire or Dominion, and as such subject to the 
authority of the British Parliament, he would have acted 
as ridiculous a part as to have undertaken to prove a self- 
evident proposition. Had any person denied it, he would 
have been called a fool or a madman." If this be true, 
James the First, Charles the First, and Charles the Second 
were mad Kings, as we have shown from good authority; 
our famed progenitors madmen ; our Charters the off- 
spring of madness ; the English Laws and the British 
Constitution the essence of madness; and this ridiculous 
madness has been handed down, by some mysterious fatali- 
ty, from generation to generation to the present day, 
excepting, in a few instances, where persons basking in the 
sunshine of Court favours, have had their brains so heated 
and volatilized by the piercing rays of honour and profit, 
as to enable them to evaporate the general contagion. Our 
sane disputant may stand high in this catalogue. By 
what specificks such cures are effected is no longer matter 
of curious speculation. This brings to my mind the story 
of a prodigal froward child, who, madly attempting to hang 
himself in his father's presence, was cured of his lunacy by 
a sum of money, which disease would never return but 
with an empty purse. 

At thiswise period individuals and bodies of men deny 
it, notwithstanding in doing it they subvert the fundament 
tals of Government, deprive us of British liberties, and 
build up absolute monarchy in the Colonies. We proved 
in our last that the admission of this authority is, in every 
point of view, absolutely inconsistent with the fundamentals 
of Government, British rights, English liberties, or the 
security of life, liberty, and property, which we are entitled 
to as men. And thus It erects an absolute Government in 
the Colonies as repugnant to every idea of freedom as life 
and death, blessing and cursing, are opposite to each other. 

" Our Charters," says our hypothetical reasoner, "sup- 
pose regal authority in the grantor;' if that authority be 
derived from the British Crown, it presupposes this Ter- 
ritory to have been a part of the British Dominions, and 
as such subject to the imperial Sovereign." If he means 
any thing to the purpose by these (perhaps designedly) 
inaccurate expressions and obscure reasoning, it must be 
this, viz : Our Charters suppose the right and property of 
the Colonies, or the American Territory, to be in the King, 
as grantor ; and if this right and property be derived to him 
from the English Crown, or British, if he pleases, it pre- 
supposes the Colonies to have been a part of the British 
Dominions. To take him upon his own argument : Our 
Charters suppose nothing in the grantor, but what he has 
absolutely granted away, (excepting the reservations to 
himself,) which the Charters suppose he had good right to_ 
do. And his deriving this right or property from the Eng- 
lish Crown, presupposes nothing to have belonged to the 
English Dominions, and subject to the imperial Sovereign, 
but what, being taken away and vested in the .King, was 
conveyed over to the grantees, which proves, even upon 
his own principles, that we are not now a part of the Bri- 
tish State, nor subject to its supreme authority. This is 
argumentum ad hominem. 

Let us examine it upon its true principles. The Char-^ 
ters, as we have elsewhere observed, from their subject 
matter and the reality of things, can only operate as the 
evidence of a compact between an English King and the 
American subjects ; their running in the style of a grant is 
mere matter of form, and not of substance. Nor do they 
suppose the Territory granted to be the right and property 
of the King as grantor, any more than where Magna 
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Charta gives and grants to the people of England their 
rights, sua jura, and their liberties, libertatis suas, all which 
the people had a right to, and possessed previous to and 
independent of this Charter, proves that these rights and 
liberties were mere emanations from the royal grantor, or 
new blessings given to the subject as matters of bounty and 
grace, and not, rather, the royal assurance that those rights 
which adhered to them as men, and their Constitution 
confirmed to them as Englishmen, should not be invaded. 
Admitting that our Charters did suppose the right and pro- 
perty of the Colonies in the grantor, suppositions are only 
admissible where facts cannot be ascertained ; they are al- 
ways controlled and superseded by evidence. Massachu- 
settcnsis knows. Great Britain knows, common sense 
teaches, liistory confirms, and we have already proved, that 
the grantor had no right, title, or possession here \n_Ame- 
rica, excepting what was derived from a visit made to these 
shores by some British mariners, when they were the pos- 
sessed and rightful property of twenty other Nations ; or 
what is still more ridiculous, if possible, from a Popish pre- 
tended right in Christians to take away the property, the 
dwellings, the liberties, and the lives of heathens. So 
that all this famous train of reasoning, going upon a false, 
mistaken, and refuted supposition of an antecedent right in 
the King, dwindles into sound and shadow ; for the founda- 
tion being removed, the superstructure, however artificial 
and superb, must tumble to the ground. It is peculiarly 
characteristical of our embarrassed writer, to beg the ques- 
tion. I wish for once he would come to the point. Has 
he proved, excepting by arguments that evince directly the 
contrary, that before the reception of our Charters the 
Colonies were a part of the British Empire, or that these 
Charters united them to the British Realm ? Does not 
his confused Babel fabrick, which he has been so long 
building, stand entirely on this basis? I call upon him to 
prop it up, if he has it in his power, or frankly confess the 
imposition. Let him name the time when, point out the 
manner how, or the means by which the Colonies were 
united to the Realm of England; or let him beT for ever 
silent concerning a right in Parliament to give law in all 
cases to more than three millions of unrepresented and mis- 
represented Americans. I dare say this is a task that he, 
nor any other man in his senses, will never seriously at- 
tempt. Every history, every record, every scrap of paper 
to be found upon the subject, evinces the contrary. It may 
not be amiss to recite a few passages from a historian of 
great fame and undoubted credit. "When the Europeans 
first visited this Country, they found it inhabited by twenty 
different Nations, or Tribes, independent of each other, 
and commanded by their respective chiefs. Of these Na- 
tions the most powerful was the Massachusetts, situate on 
or near the harbour of Boston. King James the First, by 
letters patent, dated April 10, 1606, erected two Compa- 
nies, granting to them all the Northeast Coast of America, 
whjch was then called Virginia. One of the Companies 
was called Plymouth Company, who, for some time, traded 
only with the natives of North Virginia, or now New- 
England, for furs, and fished upon their Coast." Did this 
grant to the Company suppose this Territory to be in the 
grantor, and presuppose it a part of the British Empire ? 
Just as much as if a Provincial Governour should erect 
Companies, and grant them large tracts of the new disco- 
vered world in the South Seas belonging to the Otaheits, 
would suppose a right in the Governour to the land of the 
Natives, and presuppose it a part of the Province he gov- 
erned; a species of reasoning that the veriest tyro which 
ever passed the hands of a common pedagogue might have 
confuted. 

About the year 1619 the Dissenters in England, to avoid 
religious persecution, having purchased the Plymouth Pa- 
tent of the Company, (to prevent pretensions for moles- 
tation,) and obtaining another from King James of all New* 
—England, a hundred and fifty men embarked on board of 
-a Ship which arrived at Cape Cod in New-England, from 
^^Plymouth, the 6th of September, 1620, where they built a 
Town and called it by the name of New-Plymouth, and 
elected John Carver their first Governour. The Indians, 
continues the same historian, were at this time too much 
engaged in wars among themselves to give these strangers 
any disturbance ; and Massassoit, Prince of the Massa- 



chusett Nation, learning what a powerful people the English 
were, made Governour Carver a visit the following spring, 
and entered into an alliance offensive and defensive with 
the English. This Prince also consented to acknowledge 
the King of England his Sovereign, and made cession of 
part of his Country to the new Planters. Several other 
Sachems did the same, following his example, and desired 
the protection of the English against their enemies, pro- 
fessing themselves subjects to King James. Did the ces- 
sion of this land to the English unite it to the British 
Empire? Did the Mother State enlarge and contract her- 
self in proportion as our ancestors increased or diminished 
their possessions in America 1 Did the natives subject 
themselves and tbeir lands to the operation of any law that 
might pass the British Parliament, by^cknowledging them- 
selves the subjects of King James! Or would a Charter 
from His Britannick Majesty, granting them what was 
their own before, have settled the matter? What nonsen- 
sical conclusions, what complicated absurdities, will tory- 
istical reasonings run us into. 

In 1664 King Charles II. granted New- York, the Jer- 
seys, and Pennsylvania to his brother, the Duke of York ; 
the Duke granted over Pennsylvania to Sir William Penn, 
who received an additional grant from the same King in 
l680. Penn, says the historian, notwithstanding^ the 
grants made him by the Crown and the Duke of York, 
did not esteem himself the real proprietor of the lands 
until he had given the Indians a valuable consideration for 
their Country. He assembled, therefore, their Sachems 
or Princes, and purchased countries of a very large extent 
of them at a moderate price, which he paid to the entire 
satisfaction of the natives. This flourishing Colony, when- 
ever it wants to extend its settlements, it purchases new 
lands of the Sachems, and not from the Crown of 
England. What suppositions and presuppositions would 
our surreptitious land grantors raise from the above history? 
Does it prove the right in the Crown ? Does it establish 
the desiderata of the Tories? 

" If that authority was vested in the person of the King 
in a different capacity, then the British Constitution and 
Laws are out of the question, and the King must be abso- 
lute as to us, as his prerogatives have never been limited." 
To which we answer, that our Charter, and that alone, 
brings the English Constitution and Laws into view, and 
makes them necessary questions, let the King's authority 
and capacity be as they may. It refers us to those as to 
a standard (as it might as well have done to any other Con- 
stitution and code of laws) to reduce to a certainty the 
rights and privileges we were entitled to by our Charter; 
as also to point out. and circumscribe the prerogatives of 
the Crown. So that these prerogatives are as much limited 
and confined in the Colonies as they are m England. 

" Charter Governments must severally revert to abso- 
lute monarchy, as their Charters may happen to be for- 
feited by the grantees not fulfilling the conditions of them." 
This goes entirely upon the supposition that the King was 
the original owner and proprietor of the premises". This 
is begging the question ; for we have shown, over and over, 
that it is a baseless hypothesis, framed by court-undertakers 
to support their darling plan ; thus obscuring truth, they 
attempt to clothe the minds of their readers with darkness, 
and feed them with errour. It is not only void of proof, 
but, what is worse, in direct opposition to irrefragable argu- 
ments, and the stubborn evidence of facts. If the condi- 
tions on which the Charter was made are broken by the 
one party or the other, (the grantees or the grantor,) the. only 
possible conclusion from thence is, that the compact is dis- 
solved, and both set at large. 

Our heroick writer, imagining that he had not quite fright- 
ened away our senses, or reasoned us out of our rights and 
liberties, attempts to smile away both. "It is curious, in- 
deed," says he, with an air of ridicule, "to trace the denial 
and oppugnation, to the supreme authority of the State. 
When the Stamp Act was made, the authority of Parlia- 
ment to impose internal taxes was denied, but their right 
to impose external ones, or, in other words, to lay duties 
upon Goods and Merchandise was admitted. When the 
Act was made imposing duties on Tea, fee, a new dis- 
tinction was set up, that the Parliament had a right to lay 
duties upon Merchandise for the purpose of regulating 
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Trade, but not for the purpose of raising a Revenue. That 
is, the Parliament had good right and lawful authority to 
lay the former duty of a shilling on the pound, but had 
none to lay the present duty of three pence." If our 
writer seriously believes this to be a fair representation of 
the' matter, h6 is certainly to be pitied, instead of being 
reasoned with. The distinction set up is important, it is 
substantial, it is this, that the British Parliament may have 
good right and lawful authority to make a law to operate 
in England within the jurisdiction of Parliament, where the 
people are represented, for to lay a duty of one shilling, 
or nineteen shillings, if you please, on the pound, for the 
purpose of raising a revenue ; and yet have no authority or 
right to make a law to operate within the Colonies beyond 
the jurisdiction of Parliament, where the people are not 
represented, for to lay a duty of three pence, or even the 
infinitissimum of a farthing, for the same purpose. Ad- 
mitting that some of the Whigs set up different though 
consistent distinctions at different times, or rather, express- 
ed the same distinction by different words, does it affect 
the merits of the controversy ? Does it not rather prove 
that the Stamp Act, which ushered in the present ruinous 
system of politicks, was such a novelty in Colony admin- 
istration, and the principle it dragged after it such a mon- 
ster in an English Constitution, as to render a description 
of it difficult by terms and distinctions ? 

Had we time for amusement, and to trace the Tories in 
the route they have taken, we could give such a curious 
history of their distinctions, contradictions, explanations, 
and declarations, in nurturing of this despicable brat of 
ministerial influence, if not in the unnatural part they 
acted as midwives, to give it birth, as would grace the 
Memoirs of Don Quixotte, or the most fantastick Knight- 
errant that ever lived. When the Tea Act, with others, 
passed, no American was found hardy enough openly to 
assert a right in Parliament to tax the unrepresented in- 
habitants of the Colonies ; this was reserved as an exploit 
for our undaunted writer. At that time the Tories, or 
rather the friends to Government, as they call themselves," 
to save appearance, conjured up from their own noddles 
the ideas of a virtual representation ; we heard much about 
the Americans being virtually represented in the'British 
Parliament. This for awhile was trumpeted forth by 
every creature, or spawn of a creature, in the toryistical 
choir. They hugged the unmeaning invention until, by its 
becoming familiar, it grew contemptible ; at last with shame 
they gave it up. However, it was succeeded by another 
distinction from the same fountain (a Tory's fertile brain) 
equally ridiculous. The duty upon Tea was no tax. It 
was for the purpose of regulating trade. Nothing was a 
tax that could possibly be eluded, as this might by not 
consuming the dutied article. This was not long matter 
of dispute. The Ministry had christened their, own bant- 
ling, they called it a tax ; its sponsors, or God-fathers in 
America, rather than quarrel with their best friends, con- 
sented, at length, to call it by its proper name. The cur- 
tain is still kept drawn ; and the farce continues. It is next 
admitted to be a tax, and that Parliament had no right to 
impose it. But yet it was our duty to submit to it cheer- 
fully, acknowledge the right of laying it, and in that way get 
it removed. Having worried through all this series of con- 
tradictions, with much more equally curious, to no purpose ; 
being chagrined with disappointment, and provoked at their 
own folly and stupidity, their last resort is to speak out, 
and declare us slaves. This Massachuseitensis was most 
heroically resolved upon. He accordingly asserts that Par- 
liament has a right to tax us ; a right to make laws binding 
upon us in all cases whatsoever ; and that opposition to such 
laws would be treason and rebellion. Such has been the 
vile employment, the sordid drudgery of those engaged in 
support of Court measures, though no person has reason 
to grudge them their places and pensions, either in enjoy- 
ment or expectancy, as compensations for their service. 
Certainly those inferiour animals that are scattered up and 
down through the Country, those jackals, which, like so 
many satellites, have been revolving round some military 
Officer or new made Justice, in expectation of titles, of 
feathers, are much to be pitied. Poor things !_ could their 
leaders once get seated securely in the chair of greatness and 
absolute power, this insignificant tribe of fawners, seekers, 
and expectants, would be forever dismissed from their ser- 



vice; and their greatest misfortune, perhaps, would be, that 
they were once acquainted. To such, it is the advice of, 
a friend immediately to throw off the infatuation, put on 
the man, and show the world they are not to be duped. 

"It is of the last importance," says Massachuseitensis, 
" to settle this point, that is, the right of Parliament ; it will 
(continues he) serve as a true test, certain criterion, and in- 
variable standard, to distinguish the friends from the ene- 
mies of our Country, patriotism from sedition, loyalty from 
rebellion." I heartily subscribe to the justice of this ob- 
servation, but commisserate the unhappy situation of its 
author, if the friends and enemies of our Country should 
be distinguished by this standard of his own erecting, which* 
to do him justice, is the standard of truth. Weighed in 
such an equitable and discriminating balance, we should 
find all those fair pages of calumny which our author has 
published to the world respecting the conduct of the Whigs,- 
converted into the sweetest encomiums ; and Massachu- 
seitensis would be but another name for treason ; the friends 
to Government, order, and the laws, in the modern prosti 1 
tuted application of the words, and the advocates for in- 
justice, oppression, tyranny, and rebellion, would become 
synonymous terms. 

Afte.r making some observations, which are nothing to 
the purpose, unless the Colonies are annexed to the Realm, 
which is nqt the case, nor ever will be ; and if they were, 
it would not follow, if Guernsey and Jersey are enslaved, 
that the Americans must be so too ; a clause from our 
first Charter, too long to be repeated, respecting incorpora- 
tion, is recited by our author, upon which he gravely asks 
this Simple question, " Whether it looks like a distinct or 
independent State ?" We may fully answer him by another 
question equally simple, viz : Is there a "single word in it 
that looks like uniting us to the British Empire, or sub- 
jecting us to the authority of Parliament? If it has not 
this look, it does not look to the point ; for it is demonstra- 
tion, as there was a time when the Colonies were disunited 
from the Realm and the supreme authority of the Parent 
State, that they are so now, unless there is evidence of a 
subsequent connexion. It is to be wished that those who 
keep eternally harping upon our being annexed to the Bri- 
tish Realm, would point out the process that united us. 
There is none in nature. I challenge them to produce 
any. 

The two next adduced paragraphs from our first Charter, 
we have examined in ' our third and fourth numbers, and 
have shown the first exactly to correspond with the rights 
we contend for, and the latter to be absolutely inconsistent 
with, and repugnant to, every principle and idea of our 
being a part of the British Empire," and subject to its 
Sovereign power". It is therefore unnecessary to take them 
up in this place. 

The last-recited clause from this Charter we have also 
considered ; the substan"ce of which is, that all and every 
of the subjects of the King of England, his heirs and suc- 
cessors, who should go to and inhabit in the Massachusetts 
Colony, and all their children born in the said Colony, or 
on the Seas, should have and enjoy all the liberties and 
immunities of free and natural born subjects within any of 
the Dominions of the King, his heirs and successors, to all 
intents and purposes whatsoever, as if they weie, and every 
of them, born within the Realm. , 

" It is upon this clause, or a similar one in the Charter = 
of William and Mary, that our patriots have built up the 
stupendous fabrick of American independence." Be it so: 
the foundation, were there no other, would sustain the 
building ; it is impossible to undermine it or explain it 
away. " 

" I have already," says our writer, " shewn that the sup- 
position of our being exempted from the authority of Par- 
liament, is pregnant with the grossest absurdities." No 
mortal, excepting himself, has ever been able to see those 
absurdities. We have seen what such empty pretensionsjl 
amounted to in a past pap'er, and to whom the absurdities*^ 
were imputable. " Let us now," says he, " consider this 
clause in connexion with other parts of the Charter." 
Here we are led to expect some important reasoning ; how- 
ever, a recital of his argument is its best confutation. 
" If," says be, " we suppose this clause to exempt us from 
the authority of Parliament, we must throw away all the 
rest of the Charter, for every other part indicates the con- 
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frary, as plain as words can do." This is considering the 
clause in connexion with other parts. There is no end in 
contradicting the mere assertions of one who lets his pen 
run so freely. Read the Charter, and see if any part in- 
dicates the contrary, unless profound silence upon the sub- 
ject js taken for such an indication. 

"What is still worse, this clause becomes felo de se, and 
destroys itself; for if we are not annexed to the Realm 
we are aliens, and no Charter, grant, or other act of the 
Crown can naturalize us, or entitle us to the liberties'and 
immunities of Englishmen." This is begging the question ; 
it goes upon the old Jacobitish supposition deteriorated. It 
supposes that within the Realm the subject holds all his 
rights and liberties of the King, as the original possessor ; 
and that persons out of the Realm, in a state of nature, 
possess no rights and liberties as men. In short, it sup- 
poses Great Britain to be the grand and only store-house 
of freedom, the dispenser of civil blessings, and that no part 
of the wide world can be entitled to any liberties or immu- 
nities, but what she, of her special grace and mere bounty, 
is pleased to grant them ; whereas the truth is, we were 
entitled to all the rights of Englishmen, independent of any 
Charters or Realms under Heaven ; and surely we are not 
the less so for having them confirmed by compact. 

We shall waive what might be offered respecting 
aliens' allegiance to the King, and the relation that Wales, 
Jersey, Guernsey, and Ireland, stand in to the Realm of 
England, as they do not affect the solution of our present 
question. 

More distortions, windings, and twistings, were never 
crowded into so small a compass as in the paragraph we 
are now considering. The following is diverting enough : 
" If a person born in England removes to Ireland, Jersey, 
or Guernsey, and settles there, he is then no longer repre- 
sented in the British Parliament, but he and his posterity 
are, and will ever be, subject to its authority. So that the 
inhabitants of the American Colonies do, in fact, enjoy all 
the liberties and immunities of natural born subjects, We 
are entitled to no greater privileges than those who are 
born within the Realm ; and they can enjoy no other than 
we' do when they reside out of it. Thus it is evident that 
this clause amounts to no more than the Royal assurance 
that we are a part of the British Empire, and natural born 
subjects, and as such bound to obey the supreme power of 
the State." 7 Such a concatenation of ideas were never 
jumbled up together before. The clause grants to all per- 
sons who were born within the Realm, and should come 
and inhabit in- this Province from time to time, as well as 
to all their children born on the seas, or in this Colony, all 
the liberties and immunities of free natural born subjects 
within any of the King's Dominions, to all intents apd pur- 
poses whatsoever, as if they were born within the Realm 
of England, The language of this clause, then, according 
to our mysterious interpreter, to all those who come from 
England here, would be this, viz : You who are born with- 
in the 'Realm of England, and shall go and inhabit in the 
Massachusetts Colony, shall have and enjoy all the liber- 
ties and immunities that those have and enjoy who are 
born within the Realm of England, and shall go and in- 
habit in America- As great a solecism as ever entered the 
head of man. . If the accidental liberties that those per- 
sons enjoy who are only born within the Realm, and re- 
move to foreign parts, are to measure and point but ours, 
how shall we ever know them? Is Ireland, Guernsey, the 
East and West-Indies, or Turkey, to decide the' question 
and define the rights of all America? for those born in 
England have gone to, and enjoy different liberties in all 
these places; and, according to our logician, if the Ameri- 
cans enjoy as much, liberty as those who were born in Eng- 
land enjoy in any of those Dominions, even if it be in Tur- 
key; we are entitled to qo more. 

This clause is so far from being the Royal assurance 
that we are a part of the British Empire, and as such sub- 
ject to its supreme authority, that it is directly the contrary. 
Its meaning undeniably is, notwithstanding the violence of- 
fered it by the Tories, who are pierced, to their very vitals 
by its force, that we should enjoy all the privileges and 
immuTiities that the inhabitants of Great Britain are enti- 
tled to. What some of these were, we saw in our last 
number.. It can Jjave_.no other meaning but this, which 
vyill support that stupendous fabrick of American indepen-- 



dence which we have possessed and practised upon for a 
century and a half, and which our patriots are struggling to 
preserve against the storms, the sackings and sappings of 
the Tories. 

Whoever reads the Charter, continues he, will meet 
with irresistible evidence that our being within the jurisdic- 
tion of Parliament were the very tenures by which they 
held their estates. It is astonishing that any man will give 
himself such liberties. Whoever reads the Charter with 
an expectation of finding evidence of this, or any thing of 
the kind, will most certainly find himself egregiously dis- 
appointed. There is nothing from beginning to end that 
looks any more like it than what may be found in the As- 
sembly's Catechism, or the Pilgrim's Progress. 

From the County of Hampshire. 



ALEXANDER ELMSLY, AGENT OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
OF NORTH-CAROLINA, TO SAMUEL JOHNSTON. 

London, April 7, 1775. 

Dear Sir : Yours by Captain Scott came to hand in 
due season, as did the money for Mr. Barker, which is at 
his credit. Your bill £100, order Mr. Ferrear, was this 
day paid. 

Your politics are past my expectations, and out of my 
reach. I thought incorporating you would not only have 
remedied the disorder, but have given additional vigour to 
the Constitution ; but, excepting our friend Mr. Barker, 
nobody either here or there is of the same opinion ; there- 
fore, I shall suppose, for the present, that he and I are mis- 
taken, and wait with resignation the event of the measures 
adopted on both sides of the water. 

On our side they are as follows : — 

_[mo. The House of Commons have voted by resolve, 
that if you will tax yourselves for the purpose of support- 
ing your own establishments, and also contribute a certain' 
sum for the general safety, the amount of which to be satis- 
factory to the King and Parliament, and to be at their dis- 
posal, then the Parliament will desist from laying any further 
taxes for the present. This, they say, is holding out to you 
the olive branch ; I say it is a dirty, disgracing, degrading 
expedient, compared to mine ; but it is so much akin to a 
similar one proposed in the House of Lords by Lord Chat- 
ham, and approved of by Franklin and the other Americans 
here, that I must suppose myself again mistaken. 

2do. A. bill has received the Royal assent for preventing 
the four New-England Colonies from fishing, after the 25th 
of June next ; and another has been read three times in the 
House of Commons, for restraining the trade of all the as- 
sociated Colonies to Great Britain and the British West- 
Indies ; out of this restraint, however, Netv-Tork and 
North- Carolina are excepted ; the former because their 
Assembly did not recognise the new laws, th§ latter for 
reasons not generally known ; they are, however, one or all 
of the following: 1st. Mr. Barker and myself, instead of 
the Petition you sent us, (which contained, besides strange 
inaccuracies, indirect reflections on the Parliament, or the 
Ministry at least,) drew up a Memorial in more decent 
terms, which we left a rough draught of with Mr. Poivnall, 
the Secretary, for his inspection, previous to its being pre- 
sented to the Board. This was about the 10th of Febru- 
ary ; in two or three days, we called to. know his sentiments 
on it ; he told us he had perused it, approved of it, and 
pressed us much and repeatedly to have it lodged as soon 
as possible, which was done the next day. Two or three 
days after, Lord North moved for the Restraining Bill in the 
House of Commons, and North- Carolina was and still is 
left out. The next reason is, we have as yet received no 
account of your Assembly, or rather the Members of it, 
having ratified the new laws, nor have you been charged 
with any excesses in the execution of them.. The last, 
and perhaps the best reason is, Governour Tryon (who re- 
turns to New-York immediately) is much your friend, and 
I doubt not has exerted himself in your behalf accordingly. 
Whether you will thank us for this distinction, or not ; 
whether it will not be considered as opprobrious instead of 
honourable ; whether Mr. Barker and myself will be cen- 
sured or not, as having been, in all probability, instrumental 
in bringing it about, 1 do not pretend to say. But in our 
defence, or rather in mine, for it was with much reluctance 
he consented to suppress the Petit.ipn,. you will take notice, 
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that when your Memorial was presented, we had no idea 
that such restraining bill was intended ; on the other hand, 
should this exemption be recejved favourably, give us, no 
credit for it ; for, had it not been for a tenderness we had 
for the reputation of your Assembly, as having been long 
members of it, your Petition, exceptionable as it is, should 
have been presented. I do not know whether you ever 
perused it, but my objections to it were, first, that a memo- 
rial from us was as good as it ; and next, that you generally 
address the King as the people of New-England do each 
other, in the third person ; for instance, you say, in more 
places than one, " Your Majesty, in his great goodness, in 
his great wisdom," &c, instead of "your goodness," &c. ; 
this might have passed from a poor ignorant criminal, beg- 
ging his life, but surely better things would have been ex- 
pected from your Assembly. Besides this objection, there 
was another: You say you have been taught to expect 
redress from the Throne alone, i. e. you expect none from 
the Ministry or the Parliament. How far you are well 
grounded, I do not know ; but as I well know that none of 
these petitions ever reach the Throne but through the 
hands of the Ministry, to whom they "are left as an ordinary 
piece of business, I thought, and I still think, it would have 
been preposterous to have presented a petition, which, 
amongst other things, sets forth that the petitioner, from 
past experience, did not doubt of having his petition re- 
jected. This objection, however, alone, would not have 
had much weight, at least not enough to have prevented 
our presenting the Petition ; but on account of both to- 
gether, it was ag;reed to suppress it, and to substitute a Me- 
morial in its room, and keep the whole a secret ; and I am 
not sure whether Mr. Barker would not be dissatisfied if 
he knew that this matter had been communicated even to 
you; therefore, pray say nothing about it. With respect to 
the success of your Memorial, we can at present form no 
judgment of it, but are told that by next packet the matter 
will be settled ; and if no bad news arrives from Carolina 
in the mean time, we hope it will be in part settled to your 
satisfaction. 

You ask Mr. Barker to let you know who it was that 
first moved, here, against your Court laws. Neither he 
nor I know certainly; but when old Mr. McCulloh, as your 
agent, first received an account of your Court Bill miscar- 
rying, on account of an instruction to your Governour 
against attachments, he hinted that Lord Hillsborough, then 
Secretary of State for America, and Lord Hertford, then 
and now Lord Chamberlain, and both Members of the Privy 
Council, and North-of-Ireland men, and friends and neigh- 
bours of your Hobbi's, might probably, at their solicitation, 
have been the means of sending out the instruction. You 
know Nash had an attachment depending against their es- 
tate ; this is only conjecture, but I think it probable ; be- 
cause, had the measure originated amongst the merchants, 
we certainly should have heard of it long ago ; as you say, 
however, it js not of much consequence now, as the new 
laws have taken place, whether the old ones are restored 
or not. 

Old Franklin is gone to Philadelphia, some people say 
to second Lord North's plan of your taxing yourselves ; 
but 1 know nothing of the matter. 

There is an account received that the Transports are 
sailed from Cork, and next week, the Generals Howe, 
Burgoyne, and Clinton, follow them from hence in a Man- 
of-War ; some of these troops are destined for New- York, 
and two companies, with a sloop, are to be sent to Georgia. 

Should your Assemblies refuse to adopt Lord North's 
plan, and our Parliament persevere, you will have another 
new set of laws soon established.- They say your seaports 
are to be turned into garrison Towns, and the people of the 
Country left at liberty to form any establishment they think 
proper. Should this regulation take place, I hope you will 
have no occasion to turn soldier. Ycur Governour, I sup- 
pose, will take up his residence amongst the musquetoes at 
Breacok, and you will be a Congress or Committee-man, 
instead of a military man. I like neither character, but 
hope you will never have occasion to take upon you the 
latter especially. 

Mrs. Elmsly joins me m compliments and best wishes to 
you and yours. 

1 am, dear sir, your affectionate friend and humble ser- 
vant, Alexander Elmsly. 



CHESTERFIELD COUNTY ( VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee for Chesterfield County, 
held on the 7th of April, 1775, the. proceedings of the 
Convention were read and unanimously approved of. 

Resolved, That we will, as soon as possible, promote and 
further the establishment of Manufactories for the .mak ing 
of Linen, Cotton, and Woollen Cloth ; and that weiwill give 
encouragement to such persons as shall excel in the prepa- 
ration of materials necessary for carrying on such manufac- 
tories ; and also that subscriptiops be opened in this County 
by the several members of this Committee, for raising a 
fund to support such Manufactories as may be determined 
on in consequence of the foregoing Resolution. 

Mr. John Brown, of Norfolk, having, by his behaviour, 
incurred the censure of the people of this Colony ; 

Resolved, That we will not hereafter transact any busi- 
ness, or have any connexion with the said John Brown. 

Captain Sampson, of the Ship Elizabeth, from Bristol, 
having, by his conduct, incurred the general contempt and 
resentment of the good people of this Colony ; 

Resolved, That we will not hereafter have any inter- 
course with the said Sampson, nor "contribute to. or, as far 
as in us lies, permit the loading of any Ship which he may 
now or hereafter be concerned with ; and it is recommended 
to the inhabitants of this County to adopt, these Resolu- 
tions. 

Ordered, That these, and the Resolutions relative to the 
Manufactories, be printed. Jerman Baker, Clerk. 



ULSTER COUNTY (nEW-YORk) COMMITTEE. 

Kingston, Ulster County, April 7, 1775. 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of the Town of Kings- 
ton, in Ulster County, a Committee of Observation was 
chosen agreeable to, and for the purpose mentioned in the 
Eleventh Article of the Association of the Continental Con- 
gress, held at Philadelphia in September last. 

The persons nominated and appointed for said Commit- 
tee were, Oke Sudarn, John Beekman, Johannes Perse, 
Johannes Sleght, Hendrick Schoonmaker, Christian Fiero, 
and Egbert Schoonmaker, who at their meeting the 6th 
instant, chose Johannes Sleght for Chairman. 

Information being then made to said Committee, that the 
merchants and venders of East-India Tea had entered into 
an association not to sell any East-India Tea, and that if 
any person or persons should be guilty of selling or vend- 
ing any of that commodity, that they should be published 
in the publick newspapers as enemies to the liberties and 
privileges of American subjects ; which Articles were signed 
by all the merchants and skippers who were possessed of 
any East-India Tea, (Mr, Jacobus Low excepted,) who, 
notwithstanding all the friendly admonitions and entreaties 
to the contrary, declared he had, and would sell Tea.. Upon 
which information, this Committee resolved to send for Mr. 
Low, thinking that time and mature deliberation, together 
with their friendly advice, might be able to alter Mr. Low's 
determination ; but all in vain : for he declared he was de- 
termined to sell Tea as formerly he had done, and abso- 
lutely refused to comply with the Articles agreed to by the 
other merchants and skippers in said Town. 

We, therefore, in faithfulness to the trust reposed in us, 
and agreeable to the recommendation of the Congress, do 
publish, and he, the said Jacobus Low, is hereby published 
as an enemy to the rights and liberties of America I and 
we do hereby declare, that we will henceforth abstain from 
(and recommend it to others to abstain from) all kind of 
connections and commerce with him, until such time as a. 
change in his conduct shall induce us to alter our determi- ' 
nation. 

Signed by order of the Committee: 

Johannes Sleght, Chairman. 



PORTSMOUTH ^NEW-HAMPSHIRE) VOLUNTEERS. "^ 

We, the subscribers, being desirous of attaining the Mil£~ 
tary Art, do agree on the following Rules and Regulations, 
viz.: 

1st. That we will meet at some place that shall be agreed 
on by the Company, every Monday and Thursday even- 
ing, for the purpose aforesaid. T 

%d. That on the first Monday evening of every month, 
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(after ibe exercise is over,) we~will choose a proper person 
to instruct and preside over the Company : also a Clerk, 
and any other Officers that may be judged necessary. 

3d. That we will pay obedience and strict attention to 
such as we shall appoint from time to time to instruct and 
corrtmand the Company. 

Po rtsmout h. December 20, 1774. 

April 6th, 1775. — The Company, taking into considera- 
tion the shortness of the evenings, and their numbers being 
so much increased that it is inconvenient to exercise any 
longer within doors ; therefore, 

Voted, That after the 10th day of April instant, we will 
meet on the" parade, or some other convenient place, on 
Monday and Thursday mornings, precisely at sunrise. 

Voted, That Dr. Hall Jackson, Messrs. James Sheafe, 
George Mart, George Gains, and Jeremiah Libby, be a 
Committee to wait on the Honourable Theodore Atkinson, 
Esquire, Colonel of the Regiment to which we belong, and 
request the favour of him to grant us liberty to beat a drum 
to call the Company together; and also to present to him 
a copy of our Rules and Regulations, that he may be con- 
vinced that we are not a Company detached from his regi- 
ment and command. 

Attest: J. Libby, Clerk. 

Portsmouth, April 7, 1775. 

SOUTHAMPTON (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a Committee held at the Court-House for the Coun- 
ty of Southampton, the eighth day of April, 1775, agree- 
able to the Eleventh Article of the Continental Congress, 
Present: Edwin Gray, Chairman, Thomas Williamson, 
Richard Kello, James Ridley, George Gurley, Clerk, 
Benjamin Ruffin, Peter Butts, Benjamin Clements, Jun., 
Joshua Nicholson, Thomas Edmunds, Benjamin Ruffin, 
Junior, and Thomas Blunt : 

The Proceedings of the late Convention held at the 
Town of Richmond, on the 20th of March, were laid before 
the Committee, and being read and maturely considered, 

Resolved unanimously , That this Committee doth en- 
tirely approve the Proceedings of the said Convention, 
and that they will use every opportunity to recommend, in 
the strongest manner, the several measures then adopted to 
the people of this County. 

Resolved, That the several members of this Committee 
in their respective Districts (as laid off by a former Com- 
mittee) endeavour to collect by subscription the sum of 
Ten Pounds, for encouraging Mr. Taifs useful scheme for 
making Salt ; and also Fifteen Pounds for the use of the 
Deputies to represent this Colony in Continental Congress ; 
and that such Money as may be collected be immediately 
paid by the several collectors into the hands of Mr. Edwin 
Gray and Mr. Henry Taylor, to be by them transmitted 
to Robert Carter Nicholas, Esquire, for the purposes 
aforesaid. 

Resolved, That Monday, the 17th of this instant, be 
appointed for the election of Delegates at the Court-House, 
to represent this County in Provincial Congress ; and that 
a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the Clergymen 
of the different Parishes of this County, requesting them to 
publish the same in their respective Churches ; and also 
that the Clerk of this Committee advertise the same at the 
Court-House door on the next court day. 

Resolved, That Mr. Benjamin Clements, Junior, Mr. 
Benjamin Ruffin, Junior, and Mr. Joshua Nicholson, or 
any two of them, be appointed to conduct the election of 
the said Delegates. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Committee be given 
to Mr. Edwin Gray and Mr, Henry Taylor, our worthy 
and patriotick Delegates ; at the same time assuring them 
that they have conducted themselves entirely to their satis- 
factjonjn the discharge of that important trust. 

Resolved, Thai this Committee be adjourned to Thursday, 
, the 13th day of this instant. 

Thursday, April 13, 1775. 

Present : Edwin Gray, Chairman, Henry Taylor, Ri- 
chard Kello, TKomas Williamson, James Ridley, Benja- 
min Ruffin, Benjamin Clements, Junior, Benjamin Ruffin, 
Junior, Thomas Blunt, Thomas Edmunds; Joshua Nichol- 
son, and John Thomas_Blsw. 

This Commitfee~taklns — under their consideration the 



necessity of providing the Militia of this County with Am- 
munition, and finding an improbability of collecting a sum 
sufficient. for that purpose in so short a time as they deem 
necessary from the people of this County, do therefore 
Resolve, That each member will most cheerfully deposit 
the sum of Ten Pounds in the hands of Mr. Edwin Gray 
and Mr. Henry Taylor, or either of them, for the purpose 
aforesaid. 

Resolved, That Mr. Edwin Gray and Mr. Henry Tay- 
lor inform the absent members of this Committee of the 
preceding Resolution, requesting them to contribute the 
sum of Ten Pounds each for the purpose therein men- 
tioned, 

. Resolved, That Mr. Edwin Gray and Mr. Henry Tay- 
lor, or either of them, do, as soon as they have received 
the Money so subscribed, or any other sums that may be 
voluntarily advanced, make application to the Committee 
appointed by the late Convention for procuring Ammuni- 
tion, Sic, for as much Powder and Lead as the money 
they have received will amount to, in the proportion of one 
pound of powder to four pounds of lead. - 

Resolved, That the Powder and Lead, when procured, 
shall be stored in such convenient place or places as shall 
be agreed on by this Committee, and be liable to any di- 
rections of the same. 

Silas Kirby, James Ingram, Josiah Kirby, and John 
Simmons, voluntarily appeared before this Committee, and 
acknowledged they had been guilty of violating the Eighth 
Article of the Association, by Gaming at the said Silas 
Kirby's, and winning a small sum of money of a certain 
Benjamin O c Donnello, a few days before ; that it was an 
errour they were unthinkingly led into, and are convinced 
of its evil tendency; that they are willing to refund. every 
thing won by them ; and they now assure this Committee 
of a more strict compliance for the future with the several 
Articles of the General Association. 

This Committee therefore Resolve^ That the said Silas 
Kirby, James Ingram, Josiah Kirby, and John Simmons, 
have been guilty of violating the Association ; yet, in con- 
sideration of their candid behaviour before this Committee, 
and their ever conforming to the Association before this, 
their breach of it, hope the publick will join with them in 
considering the aforesaid persons as not inimical to Ameri- 
can liberty. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this Committee transmit a 
copy of the proceedings thereof to Messrs. Dixon and 
Hunter, requesting them to publish the same. 
Edwin Gray, Chairman. 
Samuel Kello, Clerk of the Committee. 



TO THE PEOPLE OF VIRGINIA. 

Prince William, April 8, 1775. 

It is so true as to have become proverbial, that a drown- 
ing man will catch at a straw. On this principle it is that 
a despotick but almost despairing Ministry, having been 
compelled by the wisdom, virtue, and firmness of North 
America, to show a disposition to retract from their tyran- 
nical system, are yet suspended in their determinations, 
and find their hopes kept alive by the corruption of some, 
by the folly and perverseness of others, on this side of the 
Atlantick. The most contemptible tales are magnified 
into importance when the mind wishes them to be true, 
and thus the lies of a Rivington,or the vanity of some 
heavy-headed Virginian, will swell trifles into proofs of 
disunion, and serve to persuade perseverance in measures 
hurtful indeed to America, but certainly ruinous to Great 
Britain. Among this tribe of mischief-working things may 
be classed a senseless paper lately published in the Norfolk 
Intelligencer, said to be "Instructions drawn up for the 
Delegates to the Convention at Richmond, the 20th of 
March, from a certain County in Virginia." Was this 
curious production rejected by the sensible Printers in 
WiUiamsburgh, which occasioned it to pass through that 
common sewer of political falsehood, the Norfolk Intelli- 
gencer 1 Though the framer of these Instructions certainly 
wants sense, he may be allowed to possess some cunning, 
because he has so contrived that willingness of mind, or 
ignorance of fact, may both conclude a whole County in 
Virginia to have perfidiously opposed the general union — 
a union formed, both as to time and matter, on the unani- 
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mous concurrence of this Country in August last, and final- 
ly confirmed by the same unanimous approbation on the 
20th pf March succeeding. But let us consider what are 
the motives and principles that probably govern this drawer 
up of Instructions, (for we do not learn they were ever 
sighed,) thus to induce a belief so injurious to the fame of 
any County. It could not be the little vanity of showing 
how smoothly nonsense may be written, because the writer's 
name being concealed, his share of this merit must be small 
indeed. It could not conduce to procure an adoption of 
his crude ideas. at the Convention, because the publication 
appears posteriour to the rising of the Convention. It 
would seem, therefore, that this fiction was designed for 
the bad purpose before-mentioned, of keeping up the delu- 
sion in Great Britain, and comforting with hopes an almost 
expiring, venaT, despotick Administration. It is not pro- 
per to insult the publick with a minute refutation of these 
Instructions ; suffice it to observe, that the writer confesses 
"the grand principal (we will suppose him here to mean 
principles) for which we contend, are the rights of legisla- 
tion and taxation ; of legislation respecting our internal 
police, and of taxation independent of every power on 
earth ;" winch inestimable privileges, he farther declares, 
" we will maintain at the risk of our lives and fortunes." 
Bravo ! Our man grows bold here ; but presently, alas ! he 
sinks again ! For if his Instructions mean any thing, they 
mean to condemn the proceedings of the Congress, be- 
cause the QuebecJc Bill is beyond bis " ideas ;" because 
suspending Commerce will be fatal to those who are endea- 
vouring to rob us of what himself calls " inestimable privi- 
leges;" and for a few other reasons equally cogent and 
sensible. Such is the inconsistency and folly of the ene- 
mies of America; for they are still enemies, whether 
influenced by vanity or wickedness,' or misled by want of 
understanding. Americanus. 



ship's attempts to establish peace, and stop th^lurther effu- 
sion of human blood ; but that your LorHsbhT should 
forego" your ease, and every domestick felicity, and march 
at the head of a body of those Troops many hundred miles 
from the Seat of Government, cheerfully undergoing^ all 
the fatigues of the campaign, by exposing you r per son, 
and marching on foot with the officers and soldi ers, com- 
mands our warmest returns of gratitude ; and the rather, 
as we have no instance of such condescension in your 
Lordship's predecessors on any similar occasion. _„ 

We should be wanting in point of gratitude, were we to 
omit returning our thanks on this occasion to the Offi cers 
and Soldiers who entered into the service with so Tmicli, 
alacrity. The memory of such as fell nobly fighting for 
their Country ought to be very dear to it. 

That your Lordship may enjoy every domestick bless- 
ing ; that you may long govern the brave and free people 
of Virginia, and that the present disturbances may be 
amicably settled, is the ardent wish of the inhabitants of 
Fincastle. 

His Lordship' s Answer. 

I am very much obliged to the freeholders and inhabi- 
tants of the County of Fincastle for their Address, and 
am happy to find they think the service I undertook upon 
the occasion of the Indian disturbances merits their pub- 
lick thanks. I assure them that they will ever find me 
equally ready to exert my best endeavours for every pur- 
pose which may tend to the security or promote the happi- 
ness of the people of Virginia. 3 



address of freeholders of fincastle county 
(virginia) to lord dunmoue. 

To His Excellency the Right Honourable John Earl of 
Dunmore, His Majesty's Lieutenant and Governour- 
General of the Colony of Virginia : 

The Address of the Freeholders and a number of the In- 
habitants of Fincastle County. 

My Lord : Notwithstanding the unhappy disputes that 
at present subsist between the Mother Country and the 
Colonies, in which we have given the publick our senti- 
ments, yet justice and gratitude, as well as a sense of our 
duty, induce us collectively to return your Lordship our 
unfeigned thanks for the great services you have rendered 
the frontiers in general, and this County in particular, in 
the late expedition against our enemy Indians. 

In our former wars with the savages, we long suffered 
every species of barbarity ; many of our friends and fel- 
low-subjects were inhumanly butchered and carried into 
captivity, more to be dreaded than death itself; our houses 
plundered and burned, and our Country laid waste by an 
enemy, against whom, from our dispersed situation, and 
their manner of carrying on war, it was impossible to make 
a proper defence on our frontiers. Your Lordship being 
convinced of this, proposed to attack the enemy in their 
own Country, well judging that it would be the most effec- 
tual means to reduce them to reason, and be attended with 
little more expense to the community than a partial de- 
fence of such an extensive frontier. The proposal was 
cheerfully embraced, and the ardour of the Militia to en- 
gage in thatvery necessary service, could only be equalled 
by that of your Lordship in carrying it on. That the plan 
of an expedition should be laid when the season was far 
advanced, and near three thousand choice Troops raised in 
a few Counties, and put under the command of many 
brave and experienced Officers ; that those forces should 
be equipped and fully supplied with provisions, and march 
several hundred miles through mountains to meet the ene- 
my ; that so many Nations of warlike Indians should be 
reduced to sue for peace ; that those Troops should return 
victorious to their homes by the last of November; and all 
this without any publick money in hand to defray any part 
of the expense, shows at first view the immediate utility 
of the undertaking, and must be a convincing proof that 
the Almighty, in a peculiar manner, blessed your Lord- 



PENNS YLVANIA COUNCIL. 

At a Council held at Philadelphia, on Saturday, 8th 
April, 1775, 

Present : The Honourable John Perm, Esquire, Go- 
vernour, Benjamin Chew, James Tilghman, Edward 
Shippen, Esquires. 

Pursuant to an Order in Council, on the 13th day of 
March last, a draught of a Proclamation for recalling that 
issued on the 2d of November, and confirming the Procla- 
mation of the 15th of September last, agreeably to His Ma- 
jesty's permission signified to the Govemour by the Earl 
of Dartmouth, was laid before the Board, and being duly- 
considered was agreed to; and the Govemour, by the ad- 
vice of the Board, issued the same this day in the follow- 
ing words, viz : 

By the Honourable John Penn, Esquire, Govemour and 
Commander-in-chief of the Province of Pennsylva- 
nia, and Counties of New-Castle, Kent, and Sussex, 
on Delaware : 

A Proclamation. 

Whereas, by my Proclamation bearing date the fifteenth 
day of September last, I did enjoin and require all persons 
residing to the Northward and Eastward of the lines and 
boundaries theretofore run, and marked as boundaries and 
division lines between the Province of Maryland and the 
Province of Pennsylvania, and Counties of New- Castle, 
Kent, and Sussex, on Delaware, by Commissioners for that 
purpose appointed and authorized, in pursuance of two 
Articles of Agreement made between the proprietors of the 
Province of Maryland, and the proprietors of the Province 
of Pennsylvania and the Counties of New-Castle, Kent, 
and Sussex, on Delaware; and also in pursuanc eof two 
several Decrees of the Lord High Chancellor of England, 
for the specifick performance of the said Articles, to yielB 
obedience to the respective laws of the Province of Penn- 
sylvania an d Counties aforesaid on Delaware: AndJLdid 
further by my said Proclamation require all Magistrates, 
Sheriffs, and other Officers of justice appointed or to be 
appointed in the said Province and Counties, to put in 
execution the respective laws thereof against all offenders 
within the lines and limits aforesaid as by my said Procla- 
mation may more at large appear : AnjL whereas by my 
other Proclamation, bearing date the second day of Novem- 
ber last past, 1 did, in obedience to his Majesty's commands 
signified to me by a letter from the R ight Honourable the 
Earl of Dartmouth, one of His Majesty's principal Secrf? 
taries of State, enjoin all Magistrates, Sheriffs, and other 
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Office rsfp f justice, to desist from exercising the jurisdic- 
tion of Pennsylvania or the Counties of New- Castle, Kent, 
and Sussex, on Delaware, beyond those places where it 
had been theretofore usually exercised, until His Majesty's 
further pleasure should be known in the premises; any 
thing in my former Proclamation to the contrary notwith- 
standing: And whereas I am now informed by a letter 
from the Right Honourable the Earl of Dartmouth, dated 
the seventh day of January last, " that His Majesty, on 
further consideration, hath been graciously pleased to ap- 
prove of the arrangement made by my said Proclamation 
6f the fifteenth of September last, and permit me to recall 
that of the second of November last:", I have, therefore, 
thought proper, by the advice of the Council, to issue this 
Proclamation, to make known the premises to all whom it 
may concern hereby, in pursuance of His Majesty's plea- 
sure and permission, revoking my said Proclamation of the 
second of November last, and requiring all Officers and 
others within the Province of Pennsylvania and Counties 
of New- Castle, Kent, and Sussex, on Delaware, to yield 
obedience to, and in all things observe, the orders and in- 
junctions in my said Proclamation of the fifteenth of Sep- 
tember last contained, as they will answer the contrary at 
their peril. 

Given under my hand and the great seal of the Province 
of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia, the eighth day of April, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-five, and in the fifteenth year of the reign of our 
Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God 
of Great Britain, France, and Ireland King, Defender of 
the Faith, and so forth. John Penn. 

By his Honour's command : 

Joseph Shippen, Jun., Secretary. 
God save the King. 

The Governour at the same time communicated to the 
Board a Letter he had just received from Governour Eden, 
which follows in these words, viz : 

Annapolis, March 25, 1775. 

Sir : I have taken the earliest opportunity to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your Honour's favour of the 16th in- 
stant, and to acquaint you, that as I have not received any 
notification of His Majesty's having on further consideration 
been pleased to approve the arrangement made by your 
Proclamation of the 15th September, and to permit you" to 
recall that of the 2d November last, I cannot think myself 
justifiable in joining with your Honour to issue such a Pro- 
clamation ; and am now, with the advice of my Council, to 
request that you will suspend the issuing of the same until 
such time as I can have an opportunity of hearing from 
England, in hopes of preventing any disturbances that 
may probably happen between the inhabitants of the two 
Provinces, in consequence of the issuing a partial Procla- 
mation. I am, with great respect, your Honour's most 
obedient and most humble servant, Robert Eden. 

His Honour John Perm, Esquire. 

To which Letter the Governour, by the advice of the 
Council, wrote the following answer at the table, viz : 

Philadelphia, April 8, 1775. 

Sir : I have the favour of your Excellency's letter of 
the 25th March. Considering what passed between us 
the last summer on the subject, I rather wished than ex- 
pected your concurrence in a Proclamation, and my last 
letter was only meant to give you notice of my intention, 
because I would choose to act in the most open manner. 

If any dependance is to be had on my information, there 
is~no probability of a disturbance between the people of 
the two Provinces. They are in general satisfied that the 
jurisdiction of this Government must take place, and there- 
fore wish to have it hastened ; nor can I imagine they will 
give an opposition to a measure which I have His Majesty's 
permission to take ; and I am persuaded such an opposition 
will not be countenanced by the Government of Maryland. 
I therefore flatter., myself that your Excellency will not 
think me nrire asoria ble in persisting to issue a Proclamation 
agreeable to the R ing's permission and the advice of my 
Council. I am, with great regard, your Excellency's most 
obedient and humble servant, John Penn. 

™ To his Excellency Roiert Eden, Esquire, Governour of 
Maryland. ~ =r= 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM DUTCHESS COUNTY, NEW- 
YORK, DATED APRIL 8, 1775. 

A number of the Inhabitants of Charlotte Precinct, in 
this County, met yesterday, having notice for that purpose, 
to signify their sentiments about choosing Deputies to meet 
other Deputies from the several Counties, to appoint Dele- 
gates for the ensuing Congress. It was agreed that the mat- 
ter should be determined by vote ; and that the business 
might be conducted with fairness Tmd justice, Mr. Enos 
Northrup was chosen by the friends of constitutional lib- 
erty, and Cornelius Humphrey, Esquire, by the advocates 
for a Congress, to preside and inspect the voting. Two 
Clerks were also appointed. When the Poll was closed, 
the number of those who were against Deputies and Dele- 
gates, and on the side of the Constitution, was - - 140 
For Deputies, - - " - - - - - - - - - - 35 

Just as the poll was closing, a number of Constitution- 
alists, about one hundred and ten, made their appearance ; 
but they did not vote, as the opposite party gave up the 
contest. 

Dutchess County consists of eleven Districts, and only 
four of them have voted for Deputies, and Richmond, 
Tryon, Cumberland, Charlotte, and Gloucester, will be 
unrepresented in our Provincial Convention. 



PROTEST OF THE FREEHOLDERS OF SEVEN PRECINCTS 
IN DUTCHESS COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

Mr. Gaine : A Dutchess County Freeholder desires 
you will publish the following Protest, as the inhabitants of 
the seven Precincts first mentioned therein have been in- 
formed that Robert R. Livingston, Jun., Egbert Benson, 
and Morris Graham, Esquires, have been deputed to repre- 
sent the County of Dutchess; but by what End of law- 
casuistry a representation of the County is made by three 
Deputies, we are at a loss to guess, unless a small and dis- 
appointed minority can be supposed to represent a large 
and respectable majority. If any of the minority enter- 
tain the least doubt that the Protest does not express the 
sense of the Precincts therein mentioned, formal and ample 
testimonies of its authenticity shall be sent you : 

The Inhabitants of the seven Precincts of Beckman's, 
Pawling' s, Southeast, Fredericksburgh, Philipse, Char- 
lotte, and Poughkeepsie, in the County of Dutchess, com- 
posing at least three-fourths of the inhabitants of the said 
County, take this publick method of protesting against the 
appointment of any person or persons that may be deputed 
from the Precincts of America, Northeast, Rhynbeck, and 
Rhumbout, to represent the said County as Deputies in a 
Provincial Congress, intended, as they are informed, to be 
assembled at New-York, on the 20th instant, as five of the 
Precincts first mentioned are almost unanimously opposed 
to all unconstitutional representations not wajTsnted by the 
laws of the land, a very great majority of the Precinct of 
Charlotte, and a majority of one hundred and ten to sev- 
enty-seven, in the Precinct of Poughkeepsie. The seven 
Precincts above mentioned, confide solely in the mode of 
application for redress of grievances adopted by their loyal 
and patriotick Assembly, whose proceedings on this head 
they most heartily approve of, convinced tbat they ought 
not, they will not adopt any other mode of application, 
but stand ready, at all times, to evince their loyalty to their 
gracious Sovereign, their firm attachment to the Constitu- 
tion, and their steady opposition toevery seditious and trea- 
sonable act derogatory to either. 



New- York, May 1, 1775. 
Mr. Gaine : In your last Paper appeared an uncommon 
advertisement, with a Protest annexed, as was said from 
the Freeholders of seven Precincts, which were said to 
contain three-fourths of the inhabitants of Dutchess Coun- 
ty. I choose to make no reflections on the author, since I 
would not wish to heighten the resentment. or contempt of 
the County in which he lives ; but, in justiceto the County 
of which I am a freeholder, I hereby challenge him to show 
that that Protest was ever publickly read, or approved by 
any one of the Precincts he mentions, before it was pub- 
lished. I likewise deny, and call upon him to prove that 
the seven Precincts, in" whose name, (but without whose 
authority) the above Protest was published, contains above 
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half of the freeholders of Dutchess County, after deducting 
those .that voted for Delegates in Poughkeepsie and Char- 
lotte Precincts, although he so confidently asserts that they 
contain three-fourths. But that the publick may no longer 
be deceived by mqj-e presentations of the slate of that 
County, I am willing to put it upon this issue : the County 
of Dutchess contains eighteen hundred freeholders; if trie 
author of the Protest will publish a list of six hundred 
freeholders that are opposed to the. election of Delegate's, 
or will sign his Protest, I undertake to show double the 
number who approveof. their. appointment. "~. 

A Freehold Eir of Dutchess County. " 

■• N. B. No person will Tie considered as a freeholder, 
whose Precinct is not annexed to. his name, as that is the 
only way to guard against misrepresentations. t ' ; ; 



t ■■-';:■: .■."'■'., ' New-Yorlf, M»j 15; 17,75.- , 

Mr. Gaine :. As in this season of publick distress, every 
altercation.that may tend to promote divisions and ariirriosi- 
ties, ought carefully to be avoided ; and as a coalition of 
parties in the County of Dutchess will probably very" soon 
take place, and a proper union between its inhabitants es- 
tablished, no reply, for the above reasons, will be sent. you 
in answer tp the observations in one of your last Papers, oh 
the Protest from. that County"; instead of which, as it may 
be somewhat satisfactory, you may assure the publick that 
the num.erous.body of freeholders and inhabitants who have 
heretofore been averse, to the nomination of Committees, 
apposed solely from a virtuous principle of promoting there- 
by the real interests of their Country? They conceived, and 
had good reasons to believe, that as tile mode of application 
for. redress of grievances adopted by their Assembly was 
the only constitutional one, it would most probably be at- 
tended with the desired effect ; and that no motives un- 
friendly to the liberties of their Country ever influenced 
any part of their conduct, when opposed to Committees. . 



COMMITTEE OF MONTREAL TO THE COMMITTEE OF 
_ SAFETY OF MASSACHUSETTS. .. 

,v .• .: :."■-, -"■ Montreal, April 8, 1775. ■ 

Gentlemen;: We have received your letter of the 2lst of 
February, by Mr.Bmmi, and see clearly the great injus- 
tice that has heen done you. , We. deeply fe.ql the. sorrow, 
and afflictions of our suffering brethren, and sincerely wfsh 
it was in our power, to'afford you effectual relief ; but alas, 
we" are more the objecls.of pity arid compassion than your- 
selves, who are now suffering under the heavy hand qf 
power,, deprived as we are of the common rights of the 
miserable, to complain, /"You have numbers, strength, and 
a common caitse'to support you in your opposition.- We 
are still more divided here by our interests than by our re- 
ligion, language, and manners; and the apprehensions of 
evils tocenne Tipon uifiT a' short .time, from the unlimited 
power of the Governour, strikes all opposition dead. In- 
deed few jh this Colony dare vent their griefs, but groan 
hi silence, and ..dream of Jetties de cachet, confiscations, 
and imprisonment, offering up their fervent prayers to the 
throne of grace to prosper your righteous cause, which 
alone will free us from those jealous fears and apprehensions 
that rob. us of our pegce. In a word, we are the British 
inhabitants of this "widely 7 extended Province, Omited in 
their sentiments. We have "neither numbers nor wealth 
sufficient to;do you any essential service. We must, there- 
fore, cast ouVselves into the arms of our sister Colonies, 
relying upon the* wisdom, vigour, and firmness of the Gen- 
era! Continejitaf Congress for oar protection, and hoping 
they will entertain no'atjimosity or resentment against "us^ 
becau.se we cannot join them in the ensuing General Con- 
gress, which, were we to attempt, the Canadians would 
join the Government to frustrate,/- .You will please to bear. 
in mind, jhaj not only those who hold the helm,of Govern- 
ment, but also all those who majte wealth. or ambition the 
chiefobjeGt of tjieir pursuit, are professedly your pnefnjes, 
and would" lie glad to^ reduce you to the same abject state 
with jhemseives.. Nevertheless, the bulk' of the" people, . 
both English and Canadians, are of quite Contrary senti- 
ments, arftj wish .welltoyotir cause, but da're'hot stir a finger 
to help you, being of no more: estimation* in the political 
machine than "the sailorsare in shaping the course, 'or work- 



ing the ship in which. they sail. They mayTUUtter and 
swear, but must obey. However, should Government 
handle them top roughly, and arbitrarily attempt to force 
them upon dangerousand disagreeable service, to which 
they have already shown an irreconcilable aversionj they 
may, perhaps, dearly repent it. \ "-'^- \ 

The case is~quite different with their noblesse, qr_gentry. 
The pre-eminence given to their religion, together with a 
participation of honours and_ offices, in common with the 
English, not only flatters their natural pride and vanity, 
but is regarded by them as a mark of. distinction. ajj*"ment, 
that lays Open their way to fortune; of liberty or law, they 
have not the leqst notion": " "- " -- """-'-""S-- 

As to. the savages that dwejl round about as, doubtless 
: there. a_re some to be foiincf among them, who, for the sake 
of plunder, Would murder, burn, and destroy; but we con- 
ceive that their Chiefs know their own interests better than 
to .interfere as a Nation in this family quarrel ; for let which 
side will prevail, they are sure, in that case, to be the vic- 
tims, •;-".: *.' ' ' '.' : " 

We desire to know whether Eriglish Delegates would 
be accepted under the above-named limitations, namely : 
without entering into the. General Association for the non- 
importation „o£ goods from Great Britain, or the non-ex - 
portatroh of ihe produce ofjhis Colony, and the India 
Countries above ; and beg to be informed in what manner 
we can be.service'able toyouf cause, without' bringing down 
ruin upon our own heads. It may not be amiss just to 
hint that. the idea the Canadians s^Sni to have of this.C.ol- 
pny at present, is, that it. is to" be a French Government, 
holding under" the Crown" of Great Britain, from which 
they mean to exclude every JEngUshman, save the Gov- 
ernour and Lieutenant Gofernour. . , ';.*'";' 

We heartily wish our. abilities to serve you Were equal 
to our wjlls, apd pray Heaven to prosper" your "generous 
purpose ;. and are, with the utmost consideration and feeling 
for your distresses, gentlemen, your most obedient an.d very 
hitmble servantsand feflgw-.sunerers, 

— ..•-'■ ■■'-__' Thos. Walker, James Price, 
._,"-.■ ■.",.-.■ John Wells, . Wm. Hatwpqt),:. ' 
^ P . S. It is our earne'st request "that ..this; letter maynot 
be published, for fear of bad consequences "to the sub- 
scribers. .-" ■ •■".'■ ' ~7\\ '-' i-W .-..■■" ' ' ■■ ''■.'"'--'-". ':-' 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON TO A GENTLE>IAN 
" ' - ' ;l"N NJBW-YORIC, fiATED 

" -:*""■; ..;.' _i ' . * I-oridon, iVpril 10, .1775.' 

The quality at .the court-end despise the poor ana! indus- 
trious, arid are' obliged now to inform the mob/'tjiat thejr 
brethren in America are, to.be slaughtered by the large 
Fleet and Army now ready to sail against them. The people 
are kept in total" ignorance of publick affairs, an.d the'wis- 
dom. of our Senators is to deceive those .they are chose" to " 
protect. There are fo.be jwq^tbqusand pounjds added. to 
the King's salary, with a present, to pay his household debts 
of some thousands. .When the budget opens, fine work 
Iipw thismoney will be raised, and each comrnon sliop pay 
ten pounds, or fifteen pounds sterling tax. Every thing is 
taxed but the publick place? of diversion '; and they are so" 
filled with. p£ople ; so numeroys, apd ,cause so large a circu- 
lation o.f cash, that they are the only blessing .the people 
think. are left tbent; for they make the rich spend their 
money, and the. sharpers get it. All this is the wise people 
.who are to have the collecting of. your taxes, and to sup- 
port this mpde are the mighty preparations of war. Oh, God! 
wbq beholds tlie^inhabitants of th.e earth, and h.ear.s the* crlgs 
of the p\>or ; who understands judgment, and rules in right- 
eousness, look oh America, and keep" the land from being 
polluted with the sins qf -th.e Mother Country. Oh, If" I 
dare write what J wish you all to do — what you Hf|fdo,_ 
and. what Providence seems tojntehd you shall do! - 

If ygu submit, all will be foreyer lost; a curse on your 
names, and your estates confiscated by those bills of atfairi- 
der that are ready to pass against you.. TTis iiTTpossible.to 
describe the ruin that is studied ; the load of taxes"; the 
number of placemen to be saddled on you. The landjs to 
be confiscated, aad the King a n arbitra ry Monarch. He 
is determined to be arbitrary, "and consuftsTio one who will 
not encourage his universal "sWayT"""He lives retired ; only 
three times a week goes to the publicR diversions, pantheon, 
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plays, operas, in J has given fifteenhundred pounds to an 
Italian singer. The young Prince is to go to housekeep- 
ing this spring, and the men appointed to attend his levee 
are of such a "complexion as forebodes evil. 

Four thousand of the new Army, with Colonel Howe, are 
to ho ist th e flag jt New-York, arid stop" all communication 
with New-England. If the Fleet sails, you must fight or 
be destroyed; for the Ministry are determined to destroy 
your Irfde, to ruin the growth of the Colonies, and to stop 
aH tbebjessings Heaven has. given you. Get ready to fight, 
for nothing can save, you but the power of the Colonies 
aftd. their own strength, and to America will England owe 
their liberty or be ruined. Several gentlemen called on 
me, "and desired me to write, to. you to arm immediately. 
Get ready to receive ten thousand "men and four hundred 
sail, and you are tp find provisions and pay them yourselves. 
New charters are ready now ; for your money, the soldiers 
have orders to fight ; new cannon, guns, powder," and ball, for 
war and blood] The cry of blood is gone but against you. 

"Your fate now depends on the brave and spirited con-; 
duct .of yourselves. You see the diabolical plot is deep 
laid against you ; and by bribe's and undue influence, has 
obtained; the late and the present Acts for. blocking up your 
Trade, and taking those unwarrantable measures against the 
Colonies and the sense of the people, . . _ ,~ 

This day will be remembered in history^ for John Wilkes 
and the King to meet on, such a "solemn occasion, no .less 
tiian the lives and property of all America and. the whole 
English Nation." Great "'will be the "event of this day. 
The Lord Mayor, Aldermen, Liverymen, Recorder, Re- 
membrancer, and City Officers, all went in procession. A 
copy of the King's answer is to be sent, to you, ..Tins 
answer will roose up the blood of the \ English, and all 
America .will see that they must fight, a"nd that they have' 
no hopes left. The glory of old England''^ no more ! 
All Is lost ! God is about to move the Kingdom ; and spon, 
very soon, the King will see. his counsellors have deceived 
him, and the people of England will not bear their insults. 
The Bank and the Stocks will fail, as no trade is carried on 
with spirit until the spring"; and .now all begins to stop ; 
alt things are in an uproar ; tbe.City is affronted ;' the people 
insulted; the. Island q{ 'Great Britain exposed to the 
French and the Spaniards ; Tno remittances f.om.the mer- 
chants as usual ; the great expense to keep up t.hp "war, 
together with fighting against Their own people, (ancj in the 
most unjust cause that ever disgraced .a Kingdom.) -All 
men of sense are astonished and tremble. England has. 
taken Jher last legal steps, and done all they lawfully can 
do, and now depend on the Americans to help themselves, 
arid on their own feelings ; that the Americans will act like 
men of virtueand wisdom, and th^t, all will oppose the 
greatest tyrant tharever yet was seen, who now is hardened 
Pharaoh l]ke. '"' - _■- " .- s -••-..- 

Tlie Quakers in England have petitioned the .King 
themselves, as a people, and now attended the City Peti- 
tion, all in one.yoice against the Ministry, and are all faith- 
ful'to the people "in America. The Qua hers are the most 
hearty in the qause, and. see the. dreadful consequences of 
a civil war. Our forefathers did not think that ever a King 
of England would break his path, and murder his subjects 
in "cold blood, and take, their money, "or rob. his people, 
without giving* thertj any opportunity to "defend thepiselves 
but by the sword. This, is dreadful, and dreadfully true. 
May the Godot our foTefat.lie.r_s, direct yoii so to defend 
youf fights and property ,*as will teach us to depend on the 
justice. of our cause, and the hearty loVe of our country, in 
full confidence" of a complete, victory. Thisis the he.arty 
prayer of thousands. -_--" - ~ • ■"' .•-< 

The continual inquiries are, how will the_C.olon.es behave ? 
"VVjll they act like men ?_■ Or., are they such poltrons as 
hQTiT_§qndw{ch said thgy were? Jn ins speech in tlje 
House of Lo.rjds, he said that' the Americam ar| c%vaj"ds ; 
will "net .fight; are men of a mean spirit ; .dastardly pol- 
YfOlrts ; "all noise and bully ; that a few soldiers, would sport 
' ingke them s ubmit ." But.GW forbid that my worthy friends 
in America should add disgrace to ruin, and make the cause 
of God and man of no" effect. .The Fleet is "sailed or sail- 
ing. General Gage has drawn bills pn. .the Treasury, 
£24Q0, for secret services, to pay the tools of Government 
in all the different Cojonies. .Such had policymust bring 
on ruin. Many of the hungry dependants on", the King 



have asked for places ; and you will not only have taxes td 
pay, and a Standing Army set over you, but you will have 
all those vile catile to maintain. "Yon will have all your 
blessings taken away if you submit. But if you stand firmly 
out, and demand your rights, and are determined to fight, 
the Ministry will be" obliged to send you offers of peace'7 
and make, satisfaction for all the damage you have already 
sustained, and be glad of a reconciliation, for England 
Cannot possibly live without you. The silence of the peo- 
ple was. occasioned by fear of the Bank, as. the National 
debt is so great ; but how, the Tobacco and Oil, and other 
revenues from America, bring to" England two millions. 
This is proved from the Custpm-Hous.e books, which the 
Chamberlain of London, has been; at the expense and 
trouble to collect and lay beforethe King. Yet'nis. heart 
is hardened Jike iron, and, as Pharaoh, he will drive hi.s 
chariot into the German Sea, not without a host of his 
Nobles to attend him. - 



PRINCE GEQKGE's COUNTY (m.ABYLANd) COMMITTEE: 

At a" meeting of the Committee of Observation for Prince 
George's County, at the house of Richard Carnes, in Pis- 
caia'way, on Monday, the 10th day of April, 1775, were 
present thirteen. Members. , 

By a letter from the Committee at Baltimore, of the 
15th u]t, it appears that a Brig, called the Sally, William 
Moat master, from Bristol, having four thousand, bushels 
of Salt on board, imported since the first of February lajst, 
arrived there lately, consigned to Doctor J 6En Stephenson. 
That part of the said Salt was put on board three or four 
crafts, supposed to be intended for sa]e in j.he different 
Rivers, in this Province, and that one" Bailey, in a Sloop, 
took part of said Salt. And it appearing to this Commit, 
tee, from the information of Messrs.. William Eyles, Jr., 
George Fraser Haivjcins, and ffczekiah Wheeler, that 
they had, on or about the 15th of March, purchased of one 
Thomas Bailey a parcel of fine Salt, since suspected tp be 
part of the above, the aforesaid Thomas Bailey appears, 
and. being informed of the above, declares his concern r tbat 
_he should have been unguardedly led into a step that he 
now finds to have been wrong; and that, fo shew, the sin- 
cerity of. such declaration", voluntarily consents. and requests 
that the Sali sold as above Toe destroyed ; on which.he fully 
give^ tip all cja.im against the persons to whorn hjp had solo! 
the same, a"nd requests the determination of the Committee 
be postponed, j^s he can furnish, eijdence from Baltimore 
to prove his innocence: pn wTiich it. is referred to this day 
fortnight. Mr. Carnes, Mr. Thomas Dent,' Mr. Richard 
Dent, Mr. Edward Edelm, and Mr. George Diggs, or 
any two of them, are appointed to see. the Salt destroyed. 

., At a meeting of the .Committee of Observation, for 
Prince George's County, af the house of Mjr. Ricjiard 
Carnes, in Pis.cataivay , on Saturday, the 27th day of May, 
17.75, were "present nineteen Members." V - - r ■-_ 

The said Thomas. Bailey failing to appear, according to 
the. former reference," with the evidence proposed from Bal- 
timore, tbe l Committe.e proceeded to" consider the charge 
against him; and as it appeared from the said Bailees own 
declaration, that he was informed aj Alexandria, before he 
landed the aforesaid Salt, that the ship load of Salt which 
arrived at Baltimore, consigne.d.to. Jpfoc'tor John Stephenson, 
wgs declared to be illegally' imported, and ordered to.be 
destroyed, - - "-■ ■ " ■-.-■■/--'* ■■- 

They do Resolve, That t]ie saiA.TJiQmas Baileyhas com- 
mitted a wilful violation of the Continental, Association, by 
selling ahd landing Salt imported in the Sally, Captain Moat. 

The Committee being informeq! that. Mf._Jo_hnBaynes; 
of Piicataway, had killed a Lamb, contrary to the Resolve 
of the Provincial Convention, held, at AnnapoMs in De- 
cember last^ Messrs. Luke Marhury 'and George Diggs 
were sent 'to' inform him that the Committee desired his 
immediate attendance. Mr. Baynes appeared, and being 
informed as above, acknowledged that he had killed a.Lamb, 
and conceived that be bad not thereby violated the Conti- 
nental Association, which he purposed to adhere to, and 
thought it superiour to the Provincial Convention, which, 
he conceived, was only intended tp carry the Resolves of 
the Continental Congress into execution. 

Rescjhed, That the said Mr. Bo'jnes, in killing the said 
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Lamb, has violated theJResolve of the Provincial Converi- 
fion; that such measures may be of "mischievous conse- 
quence, as fending to create a disregard to publick regula- 
tion, formed for preserving the liberties of America. 

■ Ordered, That a copy of these proceedings be signed 
by the" Chairman, and sent to be published. in .the Mary- 
land Gazette. Signed by order of the Committee : 

_• .. - .-.:_.- -.... -,--—-, Josias Beall, Chairman. 



ANNS ATONDEL COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE. . 

/. At a meeting of the Committee of Observation for 
Anne Arundel County,. held at Mr. Isaac McIIard's, the 
10th of April, were present forty-three Members. 
'■• It being moved that a Paper printed in the Publick 
Ledger of the 4th of last January, entitled, " Facts rela- 
tive to the Riot at Annapolis in Maryland," be read, and 
the .motion being seconded, the Paper aforesaid was' read; 
accordingly by the Clerk : . . • ■ 

On motion, Resolved, That the said Paper be reprinted 
in the Maryland Gazette. ._'"'■_ 

2. Resolved unanimously, That the said Paper con- 
tains a' false, scandalous, and 'malicious narrative of. facts 
invented, by the author, or so disguised and misrepresented, 
that when they border upon truth, and even seem to 
assume, its semblance, they are devoid of its reality.' 
"3", Resolved unanimously, That the Author of the "said 
Paper has designedly injured, against the conviction of his 
own conscierice, the charactersof the gentlemen mentioned 
and alluded to in his publication, gentlemen of. approved' 
worth; that he has cast unjust and invidious aspersions "on 
ajgrea't number of very respectable inhabitants of this and. 
two adjoining Counties, by representing them as a lawless 
inob, ignorant of theirjnterests, or too. lazy" to be at.the 
trouble of investigating them. ■•• - 

4. Resolved unanimously, That the Author has mani- 
fested an inveterate enmity to the liberties, of this Prov- 
ince in particular, and of British America in general, by 
.insinuating the necessity of introducing a military and mer- 
cenary force to support the Civil Government, and to secure 
obedience to the Laws of this Colony: that, by a sugges- 
tion so false and so .malicious, lie has inadvertently disco- 
vered his political. opinion, tfiat these Colonies, ought, 'and 
his secret Wish that they may be forced to submit to the 
arbitrary" decrees of a despoiick Ministry" and. a servile 
Parliament. Isaac McHakd, Clerk Committee.. 

Facts relative to the Riot at Annajpolis, in. Maryland. 

Nothing but a civil wax at home can.be so pernicious 
and detrimental to this Nation, .as a~ contest with the Colo- 
nies driven to too great a length, as they are copnecteel 
with the Mother : Country .byevery social ".tie subsisting" 
between subjects of the same Empire divided by so great a 
distance ; the commerce of the one, and the defence of the 
other, depending.in a great measure on a mutual. harmony 
and good understanding with each other; in a word, they 
maybe said to be linked together by the strongest inte- 
rests, those of protection and profit. . -. _■ . ;:. 
. This being the. case, it is not surprising that every piece 
of intelligence On a subject so.important and consequential 
to the community, at large, should be received by "e've'ry 
individual with the utmost avidity ; for it is next to impos- 
sible for any British subject to. be sojieutral or disinterested 
in a matter so mgmenlous as the present unhappy situation 
of our affairs on the Continent of America; as not to wish 
to be/ acquainted with the proceedings there, however 
limited and confined they may be in their nature, and pri- 
vate in their consequences. I .hope, on this account, the 
following narration, taken from the best and most authen- 
, tick authorities, will be agreeable to the publick, as from it 
may be deduced the real source and primary Causes of the. 
riot at Annapolis iri Maryland, in which the Brigantine, 
called the Peggy, ladenwith Teas, was burnt; but I ima- 
gine some will scarcely believe; that "an Officer in his 
^Majesty's Revenue" was. the principal abetter" and protno- 
• ter of the riot, thpugh this was actually the case. 

At the first publick .meeting at" Annapolis on American 
affairs, after the passing the Boston Port Bill,"a resolution 
was proposed and zealously supported by many members 
at the meeting— -" That the gentlemen of the Law should 



decline bringing any action for debts dye tp_ persons in 
Great Britain." The passing so dishonest a resolution, 
however necessary and convenient if might appear to some 
people in trade, was too pregnant with injustice to meet 
with general approbation ; for the honest. and thinking tra- 
ders plainly foresaw that this measure, calculated only to 
• -serve the private purposes and views of a few individ uals, 
would, in the end, greatly prejudice and. injure the general 
credit. of. the _Province,and prove extremely prejudicial to 
its cpjrrmerce ; therefore a strong opposition "_ Was" formed, 
-and a spirited protest was entered against the re solution , in 
both of which Mr. Stewart, one of the owners of the Brig- 
untine, distinguished himself, and bor.e a very" active sli?re" 
therein.. _, . . v .._. _ -_-.."_--...- .,-;..-.....„;».*„...."_.". 

-But notwithstanding that the opposition of the protes- 
ters against, tins dishonest and illegal resolution seemed "to 
give general satisfaction, and met with almost universal 
'„ approbation, as appeared by that measure never, having 
again been proposed to be adopted at. any of the future 
meetings ; nevertheless Mr. .Stewart's conduct therein" pro- 
cured him many enemies amongst those whose interest was 
injured; and it afforded matter for calumny and com- 
plaint to many of the neighbouring Merchants, who did not 
fail to embrace the first opportunity which happened by 
the arrival of the Brigantine with Teas on board,. of gra- 
tifying their spleen and malice, and satiating their diaboli- 
cal resentment and .revenge, "by endeavouring the ruin, 
perhaps the, death of the man. who ..had., honestly dared 
actively to Oppose these dishonest designs". ^ 

By the Brigantine,' Messrs. Williams, the gentlemen to 
whom the Tea was consigned, had also fortunately received 
a plentiful .supply of other goods from London ; this gave 
umbrage to some of tlreir neighbours who Iiad been disap- 
pointed^of the goods they intended to lay in before the 
Association or Nonimportation Agreement, which was then 
generally expected, and which has actually taken place, 
should operate ; amongst these there was one house, a 
branch of a mercantile one" in London, and of which fylr. 
Davison, Deputy Collector and Deputy Comptroller js a 
partner, to' which .the. Messfe.. Williams . were. Jikely to 
become formidable rivalsln. trade, who had the misfortune 
to have, a vessel, on board of which the goods were ship- 
ped, stranded in the English Channel. Chagrined at their 
own disappointmentJ'&hQ determined that Messrs. Williams 
should not reap the [benefit of tTus._seasonabTeL.su pply by th.e 
Peggy Stewart, resolved, also to wreak their, vengeance 
on "Mr. Stewart. They usecf every rnearis to jnflame the 
populace, "notTonly to prevent the landing of the" Tea, but 
also to procure its, destruction. ■".__-. ",\."^_v? . " '-• : 

In this . dilemma., Messrs., Williams adopted .the only 
prudent method they had left to extricate .tLemselyes from 
the impending danger. Aware of the machinations of theft 
enemies, they wisely refused to enter the Teas, or pay the 
duties, . imagining that thereby the" people would be satisfied, 
and that the Tea's being seized fortron-payment of the duties, 
the Officers of the Customs would In that case be obliged to 
land them, even at the risk of tarring and feathering. 

But Mr. Stewart, as an owner of the vessel, anxious 
for despatch, tii order that she might proceed to another 
port, too precipitately, as appeared by ; the_ is_s_ue. settled 
"the matter. otherwise.- He agreed to deposit a bill of ex- 
change at the Custon>House, assecurity for the duty of the 
Teas, which, was" the very point ^ his enemies Wished ;'for by 
this measure he laid himself open to the , most yifulent 
attacks* malice could invent fp. excite the populace against 
him, which would ;end.in his destruction. _,,; , '.."..7. " - 

Tp forward their malicious, and infernal designs, the 
officer of, the revenue before mentioned, although the 
.house of which he was a partner had, unmolested,_three 
months be/ore, landed Teas", used eveiymeansin rnj^power, 
personally,, a t nd by tjie interest of his partnerrwho ii~under- 
t.aker of the pubfick buildings, and by the means and 
assistance > of every friend arid dependant. jjigy hadin the 
neighbourhood, endeavoured to stiruptne populace agajnst 
Mr. Stewart, in which they proved but too ^successful 1; for 
having depicted his proceedings as a crime of the most 
Atrocious nature, giving out "that it. was done_intentio_naUy 
to entail slavery and heavy taxesjm ihe Americans, and to 
strike at the root of, and tear up everjrprivilege British sub- 
jects possessed on the Gonutfeni~gT s America,'' the minds of 
the people were so inflamed, that they threatened death to. 
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Mr. SteAoari^nd desolation to his store and dwelling- 
house. ~; 

The mob of Maryland, like the common people of all 
Countries, are ever ready to'receive\tbe first impressions ; 
and being too lazy or too ignorant, to inquire or examine 
into causes or complaints, they are ever violent in their 
proceedings; and when a notion is once impressed on" 
them, it Ts scarcely to be effaced by reason. Can it then, 
be surprising that the Committee who met to inquire into 
the merits of the affair (inflamed as. they were" by the 
incendiaries who set them on) could not put a sjop to" their 
rage,* though a great majority of the Con.rnittee were of 
opinion that the destruction of the Tea, and a publick 
acknowledgment of the fault from the parties, was a suffi- 
cient atonement for the trespass ? Is it surprising that this 
shguld riot appease, when the death or destruction of Mr. 
Stewart only could have satiated their vengeance ? 
■VTo__avert so great a calamityj some of Mr. Stewart's. 
friends proposed " that the Vessel with the Tea on board, 
should Immediately be burnt," which was executed almost 
as sooTTTrs proposed, and ..the 'happy expedient had the 
desired effect. The. mischief they had perpetrated, aad 
the bjaze of the vessel pleased' and appeased the popu- 
lace^ and in some measure, though it jnay be presumed 
not to the extent of their wishes, gratified the malicious 
and interested, and saved Mr. Stewart, if not from death 
and destruction, at least from ruin, tar, and feathers. ..- 

This disturbance happened in the absence of the Goy- 
emour, who was then oh his passage. from England; but 
had he been on the spot it could not have been prevented, 
for the" civil power in Annapolis, though !.fh\ capital of 
Maryland and. residence of the Governour, is unable to 
cope - with, or curb .the fury of .an exasperated people. 
Thenrare no military in the Fro vine?. Americ^nus. .. 



- --■■-;- v - TO THE PUBLICK. :. " 

- - " - Committee of Inspection Chamber, ? 

- .;■ Falmouth, Mass.,' April 10, 1775. $ 

To hold a man up as .an object of general detestation, to 
deprive him of the benefits that result from society, is dis- 
agreeable; is painful ; but, on the other j.and, to neglect the 
interest of our.Country, to disappoint the just expectations 
of our constituents, is .dishonourable and base. The Com.- 
raitfee of Inspection for the Town" of Falmouth, therefore, 
come forward, to discharge the duty they owe the publick, 
and the trust reposed in them by their fellow-citizens. 

On Thursday, the 2d u It. , the Sloop John and Mary, 
Henry Hughes, master, arrived here frorn. Bristol, .sup- 
posed to have goods. on board for Captain Thomas Coul- 
son, of this place ; and as the late Continental Congress 
had, by "their Association, prohibited the importation of any 
goods from Great Britain after the first day of February 
last, this Committee, chosen by the sajd Town of Fal- 
mouth to observe the cOntluct of all persons in "said Town 
touchlng.said Association, itnftiediately .convened, and after 
employing some persons to see .that nothing 'was taken out 
of said STobp during their debates, they proceeded to con- 
sider the. circumstances pf the case ; and being informed by 
Captain Coulson that said" vessel had. on board sundry Rig- 
n-inir, Sails, and Stores, seht him by Mr. Garnet, Merchant 
iff Bristol, lor anew Ship lately built here by said Coulson 
for said Garmt, the said Committee, after a foil and . seri- 
ous'edTfeiderattpn of the mUtter, gave it. as their opinion, 
that.his taking said Riggmg and Sails "out of trie vessel in 
which they arrived, and appropriating them to rig'his hew 
Ship," in order to send her to" England, would be a violation 
of the^Continental Association, and therefore that the said 
RioD-in^, Sails, and Stores, ought forthwith to be 'sent back 
againpwithout breaking"'af.y of the' packages thereof. 

Of this opinion the said Coulson had due notice, but not' 
making any preparations to comply therewith, the "said 
Committee again convened on'Fue.sddy following, viz : the 
7th ult. Captain Coulson then attended," agreeable' to the 
desire of .this Committee, and being asked .why he Jiad not 
sent away' the goods, agreeable to the opinion or this Com- 
mittee, founded on the aforesaid Association, he said, be- 
cause it was not for his interest ;' and further said that the 
vessel wanted repairs, arid therefore was unfit to go to sea, 
and that he\djd not choop = to proctire another, or to send 
back the said Rigging ino r Sai!s / *otlier'wise' than by rigging 



his said new Ship with, them, and thus to send them back 
.in the, said new Ship ; but that he would consent to have 
them stored at the Committee's risk, until the vessel was 
repaired, and that then he would re-ship them, and send 
them out of the harbour. But being asked whether he 
would send them back to Bristol, he declined giving the 
Committee any assurance that he would, though lie was _ 
willing to- send back the two hogsheads of Lines, which 
came in said vessel. 

This Committee theri sent for a Committee of Carpen- 
ters, Riggers, and Caulkers, who had been on board to view 
her, at the request of a number of the-inhabitants of this 
Town, and they informed us. that the vessel wanted some 
repairs, but that, in their opinion, she might be repaired", 
fit to return, in about two days, without taking out the 
goods. Upon which the Committee, passed the following 
Resolve, and sent a copy of it to Captain Coulson, viz : 

"-That seven days, be allowed said Coulson, frorn this 
time, to repair said vessel, and to make the necessarypre- 
parations'for sending her back; and if he does not, at the 
end of that term, (wind and weather permitting,) send said 
Vessel out of this harbour to proceed to Bristol, this Com- 
mittee will forthwith cause the truth of llie case, to be pub- 
lished, agreea_ble_ to the Continental Association." 

At the expiration of said term, viz: onthe evening of the 
I4tlililt., the Committee met again, and although a depo- 
sition, signed by several persons, some of whom were 
merchants, masters of vessels, "and " sliip-carpenters, was 
then handed .iri "to' this Cojn mi yee, purporting that said 
vessel was unfit tQ r go to sea until the goods were, taken out, 
and she thoroughly repaired, yet it appeared that Captain 
Coulson had not taken due "care to get "said Sloop repaired, 
nor had ewdea vowed, to procure another, in which tore- 
ship the goods to Bristol, and would give the Committee 
no assurance that be would, send them back, in any ot._h.er 
manner than he at first proposed. The Committee then 
adjourned to th"e IJ5th ult v and then passed the following 
Vote, viz: "'■ -* • . • ; 
- i! That if Captain Coulson will re : ship the aforesaid 
goods in some other vessel, and send them back immedi- 
ately, "wilhQut breaking any of the packages, it will be 
satisfactory to this Committee." ._ ..._'._. _.- 

To this Captain Coulson (who was again desired to at-^ 
tend, to hear the Committee's determination) would not 
consent, though one of this Commitfe.e" offered him a ves- 
sel gratis,, to carry them to Halifax or Newfoundland, 

We, the. said Committee of Inspection, "do_ therefore, 
agreeable to the directions X)f the. said Continental Con- 
gress, as expressed in the, said_ Eleventh Article of their 
Association, hereby publish the name of the said Thomas 
Coulson, as a violator of the Continental Association. 

By order of the Committee'; ""."*.... .^ 
Enoch Fkjeeman, Chairman, 

Committee of Inspection Chamber, ) 
" - ; Falmouth, March 2,"1775. $ 

At a meeting of the Committee of Inspection, at the 
Library Chamber, to determine what ought to be done 
with respect to a vessel that, arrived here this_day front 
Bristol, supposed to have goods and merchandise for Cap- 
tain Thomas Coulson on board : - .. 

Voted, That !Mr. Benjamin Mitssey, Captain Joseph 
Mcliellan, and Mr. B[injamin Titcoinb, be a Committee 
to"em ploy some persons to see that .no goods are landed 
from said ve"ssel during the debates of the Committee of 
Inspection, and to desire that Captain Coulson and. the 
Master of said vessel would attend this Committee. 

Captain Coulson and the Mastef_accordingly attended ; 
and being asked if said vessel came, frqm Bristol, and what 
she.had on board, answered that she did come Jrpm Bris- 
tol, and had on board Rigging, 'Sails, and Stores for a new 
Ship lately built here by'Captain Coulson, _. *_ "■. .--'- .-.- 

Voted, That Captain Joseph McLellan, Mr. Jedidiah 
Cobb, Mr. Benjamin Mussey, and Mr. SamueL Freeman 
be a Committee to go on board said vessel, or employ some" 
other persons to go on board.her, to see whether she has on 
"board any goods .other than the Rigging, Sails," and Stores 
for said new Ship. v ; ■ , ; •. ■ 

The meeting was then adjourned to eight o'clock to- 
morrow morning, to meet at the Library Chamber, and 
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that in the mean time the absent members be desired to 
attend. — - 

; ..-.., ..-._.- - -• Falmouth, March 3, 1775. ' 

The Committee of Inspection met, pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. Present : Enoch Freeman, Esquire, Messrs. Daniel 
_ Ilsley, Benjamin Titcomb, Enoch Ilsley, John Wake, Ste- 
phen Waite, Benjamin Mussey, William Owen,' Samuel 
Knights, Jedidiah Cobb, John Butler, Jabes Jones, Smith 
Cobb, Pelctiah March, Pearson Jones, Joseph Noyes, 
Samuel Freeman, Joseph McLeUan, TheophUus Parsons^ 
- file question being put, whether .Captain Coulson's 
taking said Rigging and Sails out of the vessel in which 
they arrived, and his appropriating them to rig his new 
Ship, in order to send her to England, will be a violation 
of the American Association: --."'..,. 

After a long and serious debate, It was 

Resolved in the affirmative, by a majority of fourteen to 
five. 

Voted, therefore. That said Rigging, Sails, and Stores 
for said new Ship, ought forthwith to be sent back again, 
without breaking any of the packages tbereqf, by a majori- 
ty of fourteen to five. 

Voted, nomine contra dicentc, That all other goods and 
merchandise that were imported in said vessel ought also 
forthwith to be sent back again without breaking any of the 
packages thereof. 

Voted, That Messrs. Enoch Ilsley, John Waite, and 
Daniel Ilsley be a Committee, immediately to inform Cap- 
tain Coulson of the result of this Committee, and that they 
are now sitting, if he is desirous to attend them. 

Captain Coulson attended, and informed the Committee 
the vessel in which his Rigging and SaHs arrived was so 
out of repair, that she was unfit to return back again until 
she was repaired, and that in order to repair her the freight 
must be taken outj 

The meeting wasjlien. adjourned to three o'clock, P. M., 
to meet at the same place. - ,- - 

,-",.' .'■/' '-:"■"'■■ Three o'clock, P. M. 

• The Committee met, pursuant to. adjournment. 

Votedi That the Sub-Committees chosen by the first 
and second votes of yesterday, be discharged from any fur- 
ther service. as Sub-Committees. . . ".'...". 

Voted, That this Committee will exert their utmost en- 
deavours to prevent afT the inhabitants of this Town from" 
engagingin any riots,, tumults, and insurrections, or attacks 
on the private property of any person-, as pernicious to the 
real interest thereof, as well as injurious to the liberty of 
America in general, and.that they will, as far as lies in their 
power, promote peace and good, order, as absolutely neces- 
sary to the existence of society. ■ '\ ,. ■• ■ 

Ordered, That the result of this' Committee, together' 
with the foregoing vote last passed, be posted up in some 
publick place in the Tc-wnTsigned by the Chairman. 

Attest: -/• ' THE0.PHn.us. Parsons, Cleric. 

> -• London, April 11, 1775. 

Assistance to the Americans is rising from a new quar- 
ter. The following information may be depended Tipon-: 
a Ship sailed from Stettin last month, loaded with Small 
Fire.- Arms, Gunpowder, Ball, and Accoutrements, thirty" 
Field-pieces of a light construction, and eight General. Of- 
ficers, who have served long in Germany ; three' of them 
are Messrs. Robeveils, Larafont, and Gurgenst,ein. The 
arms and ammunition are actually paid for by an Ameri- 
can agent at Berlin, who.^efft thither, from Paris; but 
what the footing is upon which the Officers go, is only con- 
jectured. . ~Th_ey are Lutherans, and certainly do not go 
up'on mere hope of preferment. This must be a scheme 
of the Prussian Monarch's for disconcerting the. Court of 
London, with whom he is upon the worst terms. 

■■ , . -■- ' '- New-York, April 14, 1775. 
By accounts from Staten Island, we learn that the in- 
habitants of that place. assembled on the X 1th instant, in 
order to take the sense p( the County upon the question, 
Whether they would nominate Deputies to concert wiih_ 
other Deputies in ^few-York, about the choice of Dele- 
gates for the ensuing .Congress"? When it was almost irha- 
nimpusly agreed against sending Deputies. 



MEETING OF FREEHOLDERS OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY, 

•. ■- ■ ■■- ■ - NEW-YORK. . 

r- - White-Plains, in the County o'f Westchpster, April 11, 1775. 

On the. 28th of March last, the following gentlemen 
having received letters from the. Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of the City and County of New-York, relative to the 
appointment of Deputies for this County, met at this place 
for the purpose of devising means for taking the sense of the 
Comity upon the subject, viz : Theodosius Bartow, Esq., 
William ;Suttoji, Esq., Captain Joseph Drake, James Wil- 
lis, Be.njamin Drake, Moses Drake, Colonel Lewis Mor- 
ris, Thomas Hunt, Abraham Legget, James Horton, Jun., 
Esq ; Stephen Ward, and Abraham Gidon, Esq., who, 
having taken the Same into consideration, agreed, to send 
the following notification to the principal freeholders in the.' 
different Towns and Districts in the County, viz: 

_".--._ :: :-. XT ': M arch 28, J7757 

Sir: A number of gentlemen from ..different Districts in 
the County of Westchester, having this day met at the 
White-Plains, to consider, of the rnpst_ proper method of 
taking the sense of the freeholders of the said County upon 
the expediency of choosing'Deputies to meet theJDeputies 
of .the other Counties, for the purpose of electing Delegates 
to'represent thjs Colony in the. General Congress to beheld 
at Philadelphia; on the I Oth day of May next, are of opinion 
that the best way of proceeding for that purpose will be to 
Imve a "general meeting of the .freeholders of. sajdjQpunty v 
As this County if very extensive, we take the liberty of 
recommending jhe, meeting to be held at the Wlijle-Plains, 
on Tuesday the 1 1th day of ^riTTiext, at fi) o'clock in 
the forenoon, at ihe.Cpuit-Hoiise, and therefore do desire 
you to give notice of the same "to ali the f^eehoJders.in' 
ydur District, without exception, a_s those who do not ap- 
pear and vote on that day 5 will be. presumed to acquiesce 
in the sentiments of the majority <o¥ those who. vote. 
...".,-. ...,.-. .... "_ We ire, Sic, he. ; 

The above. notice having been generally given and dis-. 
tributed, a very numerous body of freeholders of the County 
assembled at the Court House at the White-Plains, on 
the day appointed, and .chose Colonel Lewis Morris .for 
their Chairman. An inconsiderable , number of persons, 
(anion* whom were man")' tenants not entitled to vote) with 
Isaac Wilkins, Esq. and Colonel Phillips at their head, 
then appeared; and Mr. TVillcins, in their behalf, (as he 
said,) declared" that they would not joiti in the business, of 
the day, or have any thing to dp with Deputies or. Con- 
gresses ; but that they came there for the sole purpose of 
protesting against such rllegal and unconstitutional proceed- 
ings ;' after which they departed,- - ■ _ 

The following question was then put to the people by 
the Chairman, viz : Whether they would appoint Deputies 
for this County, to meet, the Deputies of the other Coun- 
ties at the. City of Neic- Yprk, on the 20th of April in- 
stant, for the purpose of electing Delegates to represent 
this Colony in the General Congress, to be held at Phila- 
delphia on the 10th day o( May nextl 

To which question they unanimously answered that they 
would. . _- . , ' ' -;■' ..■„-"-■ - *. ". ';• 

TJiey then appointed the following eight persons, or 
a majority, of them, to be the Deputies of this_ County, 
for the. purpose aforesaid, viz: Colonel Lewis Morris, Ste- 
phen Ward, Daniel Drake, Esq., Colonel James Holmes, 
John Thomas, Jun. Esq., Jonathan Piatt, Esq., Robert 
Graham, Major Philip Van Cortlajidt, 

The two following Resolves, were then: unanimously en- 
tered into, viz : . . . . .„-. .J\ . ■ -"^ - ; ; . 

Resolved, That the thanks of this. body be given to the 
virtuous minority of the General Assembly ofthis Prov- 
ince, and particularly to John Thomas, and Pierre Van 
Cortlandt, Esquires, two of our Representatives, for their 
firm attachment to, and zeal on a late occasion, for the 
preservation of the Union of the Colonies, and rights and 
liberties of America; and.that this Jie.solve.be communi- 
cated, by the Cbairuran to every gentleman of whom that 
minority consisted,. ' ." '. ... "". .: 

Ilcsolved, , Tbatihe thanks of this" County are due tp 
the Delegates who composed the late Congress, for the 
essential services they have rendered to America \n gen- 
eral; and that this ResQlve be fprthwith published. 
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After the business of the day was thus copcluded, the 
people gave three huzzas for our gracious Sovereign, and 
dispersed quietly without the least disorder. * ' i 

Lewis Morris, Chairman. ' 



mf.f-ttno of committees t^or thtc few7h4mpshire 

grafts. ,-.'.._". ';". " .".. 1; 
At a meeting of Committees appointed by a large body 
of Inhabitants on the east side of the range of Green 
Mountains, held at Westminster, on the 11th day of April, 
1775; ".";•_' ' •.■-.- -.... 

■^_ 1. Voted, That Major Abijah Lovejoy be the Modera- 
tor of thi.s. meeting. ._..... :....-_ 

2. Voted, -That Doctor Reuben Jones be the Clerk. - 

3. Voted, as our opinion, That our inhabitants are iff 
great, danger of having their property unjustly, cruelly, and 
unconstitutionally taken from "them by the arbitrary and 
designing administration of the Government \o{ New- York, 

. sundry instances having already taken place. . . : .- - . 
* 4. Voted, as our opinion, That the lives of those iqhab- 
itants ate inlTieutmdst hazzard and imminent danger, un- 
der the present 'administration— -witness the malicious and 
horrid massacre of the nighl of the 13th ultitjio. . ."- 

5. Voted, as our opinion, That it ;is the duty of said in- 
habitants, as predicated on the eternal and immutable law 
of self-preservation, to wholly, renounce and resist the ad- 
ministration of the Government of New-York, - till such . 
time as 'the lives i and property of those inhabitants niay be 
secured by it ; or till such time as they can have opportu- 
nity" ,'foiay their grievances before his most, gracious Ma- 
jesty in. Council, together with a proper remonstrance 
against the.unjustifiable conduct of that Government, with 
an humble petition to be taken out of so oppressive" a ju- 
risdiction, and either annexed "to some other Government, 
or erected and incorporated into a new one, as may appear 
best to the said inhabitants, to the royal wisdom and. cle- 
mency, and till such time asHis Majesty shall settje this con- 
troversy. - - - ■ " ■ --"... 

6. 'Voted, That Colonel John Ilazeltine; Charles 
Phelps, Esq., arid Colonel Ethan Allen, be a Committee 
to prepare such .remonstrance and petition for the purpose 
aforesaid.. ■■- '"■-"-- 



Speech delivered by Captain Solo.mon Uhhaunauwa.un- 
mut, the Chief Sachem of the Moheakumnuk Tribe of 
Indians residing in Stdckbrjdg.e, on the llth day of 
April, 1775, after sitting near ttvo days in. Council, it 
being an Answer to a Menage sent to them by the Cqn- 

■ gres.s.. ..... . .. ... .. -__ " ';"-' ' 

To the" Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President .of 

the Provincial. Congress, now sitting at Conpord— To be 

communicated. * . ~ ' ■ 

Brothers : We have heard you speak by your Letter; 
we thank you for it; we now make answer. 

Brothers: You remember when you first came over the 
great waters, I was great" and you was little — very small. 
I then took you in for a friend, and kept you under my 
arms, so that no one might injure you ; since that time we 
have ever been true friends; there never has been any 
quarrel between us. But now our conditions are changed ; 
yon are become great and tall ; you reach up" to the_clouds ; 
yqu ate see/H all. round the world ; and I am becomejsmall, 
very little; I am not so high as your heel. Now you take 
care of me, and I look to you for protection. 

Brothers: I am sorry to hear .of.this great quarrel be- 
tween yon and Old England. . It appears that blood must 
soc-n be shed, to end this quarrel. We never till this day 
understood the foundation of this quarrel between you and 
the Country you came. from. ~ . .-»''.'--:' 

Brothers: Whenever I see your blood running, you will 
soon find me about, you to revenge" /my brothers' blood. 
Although I am Iowand very small, I will gripe hold of 
ytfur enemy's heel, that he cannot run so fast and so hVht, 
"as if he bad nothing at his heels. - , ■-'-- 

^Brothers i You know. Iain not so wise as you are, .there- 
fore I ask your advice in what_I_am now agoing to say. 1 am 
thinking before you come to action, to take a run to the 
Westward, and ieeL the minds of my Indian brothers, the 



Six Nations, and know how they stand, whether they are 
on your side, or for your enemies. If I find they are 
against you, I will try to turn their minds. . I think they 
will listen to me; for they have always looked this way 
for advice concerning all important news that comes from 
the rising of the sun. If they hearken to me you will not 
be afraidof any danger from behind you. However their 
minds. are affected, yuu shall soon know by me. Now I 
think I can do you more service in this way, than by march- 
ing off immediately to Boston, and stay there (it may be) 
a great while before blood runs. Now, as I said you are 
wise_r than I, T leave this for your consideration, whether.r 
come down immediately, or wait till I hear some blood is 
spilled. ' _" ' ' ._ . -----_.-.. 

Brothers : I .would not have you think by this that we 
are falling back from our engagements ; we are ready to 
do any thing for your relief, and shall be guided by your 
counsel. , .. ' " 

Brothers.: One thing I ask of you if you send forme to 
fight, that you will Jet me fight in my own Indian way. I 
"am ji'ot used to fight English fashion, therefore you must 
not expect I can train Jike your men. Only to point out 
to me.wbere your enemies keep, and that is all I shall want 
to know. 



■-'■"'" "' TO THE" KINO. " ' . ''"_"" '. ' " 

London, April 12, 1775. 

Sire : When the' complaints and petitions of injured 
subjects are treated with insolence by a profligate Parlia- 
ment, and with mockery by an imperious Minister, it is 
high.time for them to "assume a different tone. Your Ma- 
jesty most be a great profjeientin Courtly accomplishments 
fo profess astonishment at what you could ..not., but know 
full well, from the protesting majority of the independent 
Peers, from a hundred loud and honest" voices (marvellous 
as that may seem) among your own faithful Commjons, 
besides the many other Petitions from the. commercial and 
manufacturing parts of the Kingdom, who had long before 
avowed their approbation of American resistance, and thejr 
utter abhorrence of the arbitrary and violent measures of 
Administration, against, what your Majesty calls a rebellious 
disposition only, which barely exists in a part of your Colo- 
nies". Had §n actual rebellion not only existed, but raged 
all over America, your Ministers could. hardly have spared 
more forces from the National defence, than are now em- 
barked to" correct a bad disposition. If your Majesty is 
thus severe on ill humoprs and dispositions, which so much 
pains have been taken to excite and inflaine, what thunder- 
bolts of your royal vengeance wijl be hurled upon actual 
traitors, when you shall discover ihem^neirer home ? 

Your Majesty's "entire confidence in the wisdom of 
your. Parliament" cannot but be well founded, considering 
from whom .they have learned and adopted their principles 
and resolutions, and thus qualified themselves for the 
" great Council of Jhe Nation." . • " -, 

Surely your Majesty does not suppose your good sub- 
jects so dull of apprehension, as to believe that your Ame- 
rican measures were originally planned and recommended 
to your .Ministers by Parliament, They are convinced 
thaj "the. majority of Parliament are too .modest, and know 
themselves too. well, to give advice to Government. .They 
know that these measures were .djejated to. ParTia^nen^ by ;. 
the Minister, '(who is also . dictated jp by some body else,) 
and for no other purpose but to gain a Parliamentary sanc- 
tion tp'indemnify the Crown andjts servants". from, the con- 
sequence's of such violent and yncori.stltutipjial proceedings. 
Therefore, the compfiment : paid to Parliameir.onriliisl ^oc- 
casion is. but littte better-founded," or more sincere, than that 
made to Great Britain ijn. "the next; senteiice, when your 
Majesty declare*, that ;"yoTf .Wnl SteadUy pursue these 
measures for the support of her constitutional rights "and 
commercial interests." Your Majesty, in your great wis- 
dom, or rather in the wisdom of your Parliament, is pleased 
to take measures a little "extraordinary on this great occa- 
sion; which, although very .expressive of the violence I of 
your attachment to our rights and interests. ;'"il Is feared, 
like the fostering of too fond a parent, may overlay them 
both. The mode graciously adopted to protect our Com- 
merce, by starving Or cufting : the thrpats of our Colonists, 
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it is feared will neither increase their population, nor the 
Trade or Revenue of Britain. 

Your Majesty cannot be supposed to dissemble with or 
mock your people in a matter which so nearly concerns 
them. We must, therefore, necessarily believe, on the 
faith of royalty, that these measures have' originated from 
Parliament, .acting as the great Council of the Nation, and 
that they have been planned with no other view than to 
" support the constitutional rights, and protect the commer- 
cial interests of Great Britain." This, is a solemn decla- 
ration, made before God and the publick ; and it would ill 
become your subjects to entertain a doubt of that sincerity 
in which your Majesty has been early trained, and of which 
your auspicious reign has afforded so many great and sin- 
gular instances. 

I could wish, however, (that no opening might be left 
for invidious censure,) the Ministerial authors of your Ma- 
jesty's speeches would endeavour, for the future, not only 
to think in character themselves, on the small scale of 
knavish craft, but that they would enable their Royal mas- 
ter, when he addresses the publick, to speak in .character 
also. . 

Conscious of their own evil principles and designs, they 
' put words into the Royal mouth which would only have 
become their own. Thus your Majesty is made to address 
your Capital in a low and familiar style, utterly beneath 
your dignity as a great King, and your nice feelings as an 
honest man.' 'My Lord North might b.e "astonished 
(speaking in character, as a hollow, hypocritical, sneering 
Minister) that any of your subjects could be capableof 
countenancing a rebellious disposition, unfortunately exist- 
ing in some of the Colonies," as such tyrannical and vin- 
dictive persons are not ashamed to make actual war upon 
%. disposition ; but a: King of Great Britain, conscious of 
his own dignity", and speaking with the majesty of truth, 
as well as royalty, in answer to so heavy a charge, would 
have expressed his astonishment at the daring presumption 
of the Petitioners in countenancing rebellion, not at their 
being "capable of countenancing a rebellious disposition 
only." Which. is little better than' if your Majesty had 
said,"" my good friends, I am very sorry you should be so 
unkind as to encourage a set of people whom I arri obliged 
to treat as rebels, although I cannot call them such at pre- 
sent ; but in all probability, by the blessing of God on my 
Fleets and Armies, they will deserve that appellation very 



soon. 



In the mean time, as your Majesty's confidence in your 
Parliament is almost as great as the people's distrust and 
detestation of them, there can be no doubt but by pursuing 
the salutary measures they recommend, jour Government 
will become as respectable, though not so gentle and con- 
descending, as your speeches. . 

Your Majesty will pardon the well meant simplicity of 
a true subject, although a plain dealer. Regulus. 



GENERAL GAGE TO G0VERNOUR MARTIN, Of NORTH- 
CAROLINA. 

Boston, April 12, 1775. 

Sir: Your letter of the l<3th of March, I have had the 
pleasure to receive, and am glad to hear that many of the 
people in your Province are beginning to find they have 
been misled, and that they seem inclined to disengage them- 
selves from the. arbitrary power of the Continental Con- 
gress^ and of their Committees. I wish. I could say as 
much for the people of this Province, who are more cool 
than they were, l)ut their leaders, by their arts and artifices, 
still keep up that seditious and licentious spirit, that has 
led them on all occasions to oppose Government, and even 
to acts of rebellion. The late accounts from England have 
embarrassed their councils, much. They have applied to 
the New-England Governments, and doubtless will to 
those at the Southward, to assist them, but I hope the mad- 
ness of the latter is wearing off, and that they will get no 
encouragement from thence. . . - 

This Province has some time been, and now is, in the 
new-fangled Legislature, termed a Provincial Congress, 
who seem to have taken.the .Government into their hands. 
What they intend to do I.cannot pretend to say, but they 
are much puzzled how to act. Fear in some, and a want 
of inclination in others, will be a great bar to their cominrf 



to extremities, though their leaders use every measure to 
bring them into the field. I have theliohour 10 be, &c. 
, Thomas Gage. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
COMMITTEE AT FALMOUTH TO SAMUEL FREEMAN, DATED 
APRIL 12, 1115. 

L.ast night we had a letter from the Committee at Bos- 
ton, wherein they say they should be extremely uneasy to 
find any. omission of duty "in behalf of this Province and 
the other Colonies, as the eyes of the whole Continent are 
upon us. The tools of power wish for an opportunity to 
charge us with negligence, and are watching for it, to make 
a division between this Province and the other Colonies. 
We, therefore, again recommend to you, as our firm opin- 
ion, that you conform strictly and religiously to the Associa- 
tion of the Continental Congress in every respect, without 
favour or affection to any person whatever. We are of 
opinion, to suspend the publication of your Resolves re- 
specting Captain Coulson, till we hear from you whether 
he has co.mplied with the request of the Committee, con- 
formable to the Resolution of the Continental .Congress." 
Coulson. no sooner arrived, but t(}e next day had the Canso 
Man-of-War up to Town, and his old Bristol Sl.oop along- 
side of bis new. Ship, taking out the goods. But it seems 
be cannot get any of our people to help him ; and I do 
not think he will be able to get his Ship loaded and rigged, 
unless lie gets the Man-bf-War's men. to do it... _ And. J hear 
that Captain Mowat has been pressing men ; some he re- 
leases, and some retains ; and it is suggested Tjy some, that 
his design is to supply Captain Coulson with men from his 
own Ship. We shall do all we can to prevent any other 
person from breaking the Association. I do not think it 
will be. amiss for you to acquaint some of the Committee 
of Inspection in Boston of Captain Coulsoii's conduct, with 
which the People in general, in Town and Country, are 
very much dissatisfied. 

We rejoice in your zeal and firmness hi so trying a time 
as this, and we. pray God to .support you in so good a 
cause, as the preservation of. our .liberties, civil and reli- 
gious. ' _'■.-..' ■: ': " ": ' " ! .": ", "..-. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN ENGLAND 
TO BIS CORRESPONDENT IN VIRGInTa. "~ 

The sword is drawn here, and the 'scabbard thrown 
away. . What are )ou to do? Submission and slavery are 
the same. The question then can only be, how shall we 
best resist the chains prepared for us ? . . . _ ~ 

Let Virginia, Maryland', and South-Carolina declare 
their resolution to stand by the Massachusetts ; let the non- 
import be commenced as soon as possible. Were it not 
for the import of American Grain, this Country would this 
moment be in famine and insurrection. Be vigilant in 
keeping the Non-Import and.Export Resolutions unviolated 
in the smallest degree. Select the best .of.the JVUfitia, 
train and arm them well, and familiarize them to'the right of 
resistance and the necessity of exerting it ; cultivate the fron- 
tier Militia and their leaders. ., Much;will depend on them. 
It is determined to put you "to the trial ; and every thing 
that is dear to us depends on your firmness. .Remember 
that night is the time when the discipline of the Regulars 
is least availing, and their artillery useless. One year's 
firm observation of your Resolutions must reduce the Min- 
istry to the necessity of capitulating. This Country can- 
not bear one year's interruption of- .her, Commerce. It is 
impossible. A protraclive war on your part must enfeeble 
her Army, which cannot be recruitedVbut at a vast,expense 
of.time and money. The interruption of commerce brings, 
in a year's time, half our Merchants, and Manufacturers to 
beggary, loads her landed intecest '.with, additional publick 
taxes and poor's rates, so as to shake" every part of the com- 
munity to its foundation. Nothing but a miracle can sup- 
port them under such an accumulation of calamities. Let 
it be your study, therefore, to promote a frugality and in- 
dustry in providing against the consequences of the inter- 
ruption to you, so as to prevent popular disorders, and keep 
the people firm. You .have the 'game in your own hands ; 
a little patience, a little endurance, arid your victory is sure. 
If you conquer in this contest, you will be .the freest, the 
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most prosperous and respected people in the. world ; if you 
submit, the most inexorable yoke that ever galled the neck 
of any Nation will be your lot. The threats thrown out 
here against you are fit only for savages. It is impossible 
to conceive with what approbation (he House of Commons 
heard a Colonel Grant, the same who commanded the ex- 
pedition with Colonel Lewis to Fort Du Quesne, declare, 
that he had always treated the Americans as be.asts of bur- 
den, and that they deserved no better usage, being fit for 
nothing else. American fraud, American rapine, Ameri- 
can cowardice, and American insolence, are the perpetual 
topicks of ministerial declamation. When America is the 
question, every idea of justice or mercy seems to be extin- 
guished. Your own experience of seven years' ineffectual 
supplication will show that their professions of readiness to 
hear and redress grievances is, a niere mockery. • * ' 

The very existence of liberty on the face of this earth ; 
the precious possession of it to you and your posterity from 
generation to generation ; the avoiding the rnost cruel bond- 
age and thraldom that ever ground the faces of a miserable 
people, all depend upon a year or two's exertion of virtue, 
fortitude, and forbearance irr America. How infinite the 
purchase, and how cheap! Orders are certainly sent to 
seize particular persons. Reprisals will surely be made ; 
but remember it is a state of war, and therefore be guard- 
ed. ' It is not the way to conquer the lion to run imp his 
mouth. "•'■'_■ 

1 have the greatest inclination to come over. And yet 
I think I can be more" serviceable, here ; nor do I imagine 
myself in less danger. On the contrary, 1 arh. Certain of 
the intention of destroying certain American ad vocates 
here, when the temper of the times render it safe; Adieu. 



■'-'.' Williiimsburgh, Virginia, April 13, 1.775. 

By the last prints from England, we find" that the pro- 
ceedings of the General Congress have had a strange effect 
upon the minds of the people in that quarter. Some 
esteem, and applaud them as a production of a. most mas- 
terly nature ; whilst others, swayed by the influence of the 
."ministerial party, and their votaries, declare them not even 
-worthy of notice; that the sentiments contained therein 
spring merely from; a distempered imagination, an'd that 
they are naught but the effusions of wild, intolerable enthu- 
siasm. But our wonder, on this account, must immediately 
cease when we consider tfiat America is not jet without 
her enemies; who now reside within her' territories ; ene- 
mies who, notwithstanding they are wholly and entirely 
dependant upon her for subsistence, that would pleasingly 
aid, if we may judge from their conduct, in showering 
every misery upon this unhappy Country. 

In the last English paper that we have received are the 
followirrgparagraphs from some of those pious and deserv- 
ing advocates (who unfortunately reside in Boston) for the 
meek and gentle measures of Administration; they are 
termed iiuthentick., and ar.e addressed'to persons of great 
consequence in England: 

" li The ; residence of the General Congress at Philadel- 
phia has entirely debauched the minds of the people of 
that place, who were heretofore the last to make objection 
to any measure, of jGfovernment, but are now as violent as 
any other of The Colonies. J t am informed by a gentle- 
man in whom I can. confide, that every resolution of the 
Congress" "will . be strictly adhered to. .No place" on the 
Continent has shown so great an inclination to disobey the 
dictates of the .General Congress as New-York. 

"The Provmcra] Congress thought it prudent to decamp 
soon after the , arrival of the Scarborough and Asia, and 
are removed to Worcester from Cambridge. The proceed- 
ings have been kjpt so close that nothing has transpired 
but \vTiaithey have^put in the papers themselves. 

" Associations are" "forming in several Towns in the coun- 
try by the well-thinking and better sort of people for their . 
defence, who have Been. till now obliged to do just as the 
rabble dictated, very cbntrary to their own sentiments. 

'.'Our good. General has his hands full ; you are not un- 
acquainted vvith.tjie people he has to deal with. If they 
are suffered to goorr, adieu fo all happiness in this Coun- 
try; but surely the lion will be roused at last. Notwith- 
standing their boasted numbers, a determined frown even 
will rrrake them tremble." " 



COMMITTEE OF YORK-TOWN, YORK COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 
TO JOHN HANCCK AND THOMAS CUSHING. 

York-Town, April"13, 1775. 

Honoured Friends and Countrymen : Sorry are 
we to bear that the hand of oppression still bears hard 
on your City, and that the distresses of your poor are 
not yet alleviated. If your misfortunes and sufferings, 
could be divided, the inhabitants of this County would 
cheerfully bear a part. This, it seems, cannot be done; 
ypur destined Town must stand the shock alone. We 
want words to express the high sense we have of your 
conduct and virtue ; few men in the world would have 
opposed despotism, and stood the torrent of ministerial, 
vengeance with so much st.eadine.ss, intrepidity, and resolu-^ 
tion, as the inhabitants of your Town and Country have 
done." You have true notions of liberty. You have pur- 
chased it. You ought to enjoy it, The noble stand made 
by the Province of Massachusetts-Bay, if faithfully ad- 
hered to, has laid the foundation for establishing American 
liberty on the most firm basis. The other Colonies will 
be equally gainers by a favourable 'determination of the 
contest, and will not desert you in the time of danger ; 
they will doubtless grant you the most effectual assistance. 
This County, upon the earliest intelligence of your dis- 
tress, forwarded subscriptions for the poor of Boston. Grain 
was generally subscribed ; we expected to have sent it 
last fall, but could not "collect it at any seaport before the 
winter season came on, so that the shipping of it was post- 
poned till the spring. Upon the meeting of the Com- 
mittee of this County in February last, shortly after the 
receipt of the King's Speech to the Parliament, it was 
thpught that it would not be safe to send Grain., The 
Committee, therefore, determined to convert the Grain info 
cash, and remit the same in Specie or Bills of Exchange 
to you. Your poor have suffered much by this Resolution, 
as the price of Wheat is greatly fallen. The subscriptions 
of but a part of the County are yet come in. We send 
you the sum"of £246 8s. 10(7., to be remitted to you in 
Bills of Exchange or Specie, by Messrs.. Jonathan B. 
Smith and John. Mitchell, Merchants of Philadelphia, 
which be pleased to distribute among our poor and unhap- 
py countrymen in your Town, or in its neighbourhood, hi 
such manner as you shall think proper. As there lire' a 
few disaffected people in this Province, we must trouble 
you to publish the receipt of the donations as is mentioned 
ip the enclosed paper.* Your friends here are numerous, 
and most heartily interested themselves in'your favour. As 
soon as the rest of the subscriptions in this County are 
paid, we shall cheerfully remit the. same to you. 

We wish you a speedy relief from_ all your sufferings, 
and are, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your real 
friends and most obedient humble servants, 
.-_,:-. - - '. • "-. Jas,. Smith, Preset Com. 

■ Geo. Eichelbercer, Geo. Fuvin, 

David G.R IER ) Jos. Donaldson, 

Michael Dowdle, Michael Schmyseu, 

M ichael Swope, 

Peter Ree*l7 

Thomas Hartley, 
Committee of Correspondence_ of York County. 

- To John Hancock and Thomas Cushing, Esq'rs, Committee for receiv- 
ing and distributing the Donations for the Poor of Boston. 

* The Commiltee of Boston received the sum of £246 8s. 1(W., val- 
ued at the rate of Pennsylvania money, heing donations From a part of 
.the County of York, in the Province of Pennsylvania, to the Poor. of 
Boston and. its "neighbourhood.; subscribed jjs follows.: 

York.Town..., ....... ,£124 JPs*.'9<7. 

Heidelbiirgh Township :...': ,.,..............*.. .3ij '" ' 

Germany Township .,.., — ..:..... .*.."............. „.... 16 

Manlrvim, hy the hands of Adam Eichelberger . . 5 

by do.' of Michael A'ari, ........ .................. .5 

by do. of Ifavid Ffewmpn... ? .„-.^.^._ 

Kfawofcsr<;r~Townslup, by the hands of Michael Schnyscr . 
» by' do. ~ot Siinoil Copjienheffer 

■ ' ' '' by do. of JacCb Hark... • ■•_G 

Shrewsbury Township ..:..'..,.... — ....... .v.. ~.12 

Dover Township .-. ,-..<;» <••'••• 6 

Codorus Township ......_,; ......i.^.,.^.^..; 2 16 

VoT.tr Township 62J Bushels of Wheat, J Bushel of Rye ; 

Manchester Xpwnship 39 J Bushels of Wheat; Paradise 

Township 20 Bushels of "Wheal" 1 , Codorus Township 5 

Bushels, of Wheat and 4 Bushel of Rye ; Yor k Township 

' 4 Bushels of 'Wheat. Part of wjiicti grauf.hasTigen rnade 

-. into^lour and sold here..,:.! ^,. ... ..p. ■-....,■-.■,,.■.... . .16 1 13 .3 

■■"'■..-'"■'"•' £246 8 10 



Balzord Spancler, 
John Hay. 
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PROTEST OF INHABITANTS AND FREEHOLDERS OF WEST- 
CHESTER COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

County of Westchester, April 13, 1775. 

Mr. Rivington : Be pleased to insert the following, and 
you will oblige a number of your friends and subscribers. 

On Thursday, the 11th instant, a very respectable num- 
ber of freeholders and inhabitants of the County of West- 
chester, assembled at the White Plains, in the said County^ 
agreeable to the notice given, that their sentiments might 
be known concerning" the choice of a Committee to meet 
their Committee in the City of New- York, for the purpose 
of choosing Delegates to represent this Colony in the next 
Continental Congress. 

The friends of order and Government met at the house 
of Caiptam Hatfield ; those who were for a Committee, 
put up "at another publick house in the Town. About twelve 
o'clock, word was brought to the gentlemen at Captain Hat- 
field's, that the opposite party had already entered upon 
the business of the day ; upon which they immediately 
walked down to the Court-House, although not half of 
their friends, who were expected, had yet appeared, where 
they found the other company collected in a body. The 
numbers on each side seemed, to be nearly equal, and both 
together might "amount to two hundred, or, at most, two 
hundred and fifty. The friends to Government then declared, 
that as they had been unlawfully called together, and for 
an unlawful purpose, they did not intend to contest the 
matter with them by a poll, which would be tacitly ac- 
knowledging theauthority that had summoned them thither; " 
but that they came only with a design to protest against all 
Such disorderly proceedings, and to shew their detestation 
of all -unlawful Committees and Congresses. They then 
declared their determined resolution to continue steadfast in 
their allegiance to their gracious and merciful Sovereign, 
King George the Third ; to submit to lawful authority ; and 
to abide by and support the only true representatives of 
the people of this Colony — the General Assembly. Then 
giving three" huzzas, they returned to Captain Hatfield's, 
singing, as they went, with a loyal enthusiasm, the grand 
and animating song of "God save great George our King." 
" Long live our noble King," &c, &c. , 

At their return, finding that many of their friends had 
arrived during their absence, and that many still kept 
coming in, they proceeded to draw up and sign the follow- 
ing Declaration, which they seemed to do with as muph pa"- 
triotick zeal as ever warmed the hearts of true and faithful 
subjects, and afterwards dispersed to their different habita- 
tions. . . 

" We, the subscribers, freeholders and inhabitants of the 
County of Westchester, having assembled at the White 
Plains, in consequence of certain advertisements, do now 
declare, that "we met here to declare our honest abhorrence 
of all unlawful Congresses., and Committees, and that we 
are determined, "at the hazard of our lives and properties, 
to support the King and Constitution ; and that we acknow- 
ledge no Representatives lait the General Assembly, to 
whose wisdom and integrity we submit the guardianship of 
our rights, liberties, and privileges." 

Frederick Philips, Roger Purdy, Jun., Jonathan Budd, 

_ Isaac Wilkins," Gilbert Pugsley, John Whetmore, 

Samuel Seabjiry, Abraham Leadu, Wm. Underhill, 

LukeJJabcock, Benjamin Brown, Thomas $rown, 

Jona. Fowler, Judge, Isaac Keed, Lieut. Isaac Gidney, 

Caleb Fowler, Judge, Aaron Buis, Nehemiah Tompkins, 

Jona.JP. Horton, Esq., Moses Weymen, Henry Leforge, ' 

William' Sutteri^ Esq., Israel UnderhiH, Everet Brown, (j 

David Oakly, Esq., John Baizley, Benjamin Beyea, 

Benja'n Fowler, Esq., David Oakly, Jun., Barthol'w Gidney, 

William Davids, Esq., Isaac Smith, Josiah Brown, 

Wm, Anderson, Esq., John Hyatt, Seth Purdy, 

Wm. Barker, Esq., Hezekiah Cudney, Peter Huggeford, 

Capt. Abram. Hatfield, Abraham Odall, Jacob Gidney, 

N. Underhin7~5tayor, Thomas Lawrence, John Loce, 

- George Cornwell, Esq., John Seyseon, Elnathan Appleby, 

Philip Pull, Esq., Jeremiah Travies, John Baker, 

. Joshua Fell, Griffen Curey, " Jonathan TJnderhill, 

James Pell, Isaac Forsheu, James McChain, 

Edward Pell, Gabriel Requeaw, Benjamin Seacord, 

John Hunt, Samuel "VYisbb, Joshua Hunt, 

Gilbert Hortbn, Benjamin Downing, Betts Chatterdon, 

Adrian. Leforge, Gabriel Archer, William Landrine, 

Joshua Gidney, Elias Secord, Enoch Hunt, 

Jonathan Gidney, Thomas Veal, Peter Come, 

Lieut. Jona. Purdy, James Peircd, Dennis Kennedy, 

Solomon Gidney, Edward Bugbe, James Hains, 

Joseph Bude, David Haight, Andrew Bainton, 

James" W hitmore, Sylvanius Lyon, Hezekiah Simmons, 

Moses Williams, . Daniel Haight, Nathaniel Tompkins, 
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John Haight, John Williams, 

Isaac Brown, ■ Joseph Purdy, 

Phillip Kelly, Ezekial Halstead, 

James Hains, John Hunt, Jun., 

Joseph Hains, Jun., Isaac Purdy, 

James Hains, Jun., Elijah Purdy, 

Matthew Hains, Abraham Loosee, 

Bartholomew Hains, Isaac Tompkins, 

Gilbert Hains, William Gray, 

John Hains, Nathaniel Merit, 

Elijah Hains, Joseph Paulding, 

Lieut. Solo'n Fowler, Hendricus Storm, 

Isaac Williams,^ » Francis Secord, 

John McCollum, John Parker, 

Joseph Clark, Gilbert Hatfield, 

Joseph Oakly, Gabriel Purdy, 

Caleb Ferris, Alexander Hains, 

Capt. Benja'n Griffen, Benjamin Ogden, 

Capt. Joshua Purdy, Thomas Meritt, 

James Mott, ..Gilbert Bates, 

Lieut. W. Laensbcrry, John Gidney, 

Lieut. Samuel Purdy, Stephen Arnodc, 

John Rustin; Israel Secord, 

Nathan. Osburn, John Arnode, 

Philemon Halstead, David Purdy, 

Daniel Purdy, David Blecher, 

John Crab, Jordon Downing, 

Izrahiah Whetmore, Levi Devoe, 

Capt. Abso'm Gidney, Abraliam Acker, 

David Haight, Corn. Van Tassell, 

John Brown, Elisha Meritt, 

Jasper Stivers, Jacob Schureman, 

Peter McFarthing, Joseph Appleby, 



Caleb Archer, 
Benjamin Bugbe, 
Francis Purdy, 
William Odell, 
Israel Hunt, 
Thomas Tompkins, 
Frederick Underbill, 
Peter Post, 
Benjamin McCord, 
John Williams, 
John Ackerman, 
Peter Rusting, 
Thomas Barker, 
Jeremiah Hunter,* 
Abraham Storm, 
Peter Jenning, 
Isaac Merritt, 
Edward Merritt; 
John Gale, 
John Smith, 
Roger Purdy. 
James Hart, Jun., 
Jona, Purdy, Jnn., 
Monmouth Hart, Jr., 
Christopher Purdy, 
Gilbert Purdy, 
Edw'd Merritt, Jun., 
Elijah Miller, 
Henry Disborough, 
Benjamin Hunt, 
Elnathan Hunt, 
William Van Wart, 
Abraham Storm, 



Joshua Purdy, Jun., John Tompkins, Jun., Thomas Berry, 

Haccaliah Purdy, Jun., Job Hadden, Jun., Lancaster Underhill, 

James Tompkins, Patrick Cary, Charles Merritt, 

-Michael Chatterton, James Hart, Benjamin TJnderhill, 

Elnathan Taylor, Gilbert Ward, Behj. Griffin, Jun., 

Gilbert Theal, Joseph Hart, Jeremiah Coone, 

William Sexon, Monmouth Hart, John Hall, 

• Thomas Champeniers, William Dunlap, James Angevine, 

John Champeniers, Joshua Ferris, Jacob Cpone, 

William Griffin, Timothy Purdy, Jer. Anderson, Jr., 

Isaac Gidney, James M acquire, Gilbert Williams, 

John Bates, James Regnaw, Wm. Barker, Jun., 

Joseph Hayiland, Daniel Shadin, Gideon Ajden, 

■ Eleazer Hart, Samuel Purdy, William Field, 

Timothy Whetmore, Sylvanus Purdy, ' Joseph Purdy, 

.James 1 Hunt, William Dalton, George Storm, 

Joseph Parker, David Davids, Jacob Vermiller, 

Joshua Barns, Elijah Purdy, Jun., Samuel Heusted, 

Joseph Purdy, Elijah Tomkins, Barthol'w TJnderhill, 

John Park, Daniel Jerow, Lieut. John Warner, 

Samuel Purdy, diaries Lawrence, Nathaniel Purdy, 

Gilbert I' ar dy, Joseph Purdy, Jun., Isaac Bennett, 

James Chatterton, James Sniffin, Jun., Samuel Baker, t 

John Dewsenburgh, Thomas Valentine, . John Cornwell, 

Thomas Cromwell, Gilbert. Valentine, John Storm, 

Solomon Horton, Abraham Rich, Andrew Fowler, 

Peter Bussing, t Andrew Gerow, Joshua Secord, ' 

Peter Bussing, Jun., Gilbert. Hunter, George French, 

James Kneffen, Lieut. Peter Bonnett, John Underhill, - 

Nath'l Underhill, Jun., Samuel Sneeden, Caleb Gidney, 

Philip Fowler, Peter Fashee, Wm.TJnderhill, Jun., 

John McFarthing, Jesse Lawrence, James Hill, 

John Tompkins, William Sneeden, William Watkins, 

Joseph Hart, Lieut. Daniel Knap, John Rustin, 

Jacob Post, Solomon Dean, RichardJBaker, 

Joseph Gidney, Charles Vincent, Sr., William Ascough, 

James Baxter, Lieut. Thomas Hyatt, Bishop Heustice, 

John Hart, James Gidney, James Miller, - > 

Cornelius Loosee, Wm. Woodward, Phfneas Hunt, 
Jesse Park, 

The following persons, not being able to attend at the 
Plains, requested, by their friends, that their names might 
be added to the list of protesters, viz : 

John Hunt, Esq., Philip Palmer, Esq., John. Hitchcock,' 

Jeremiah Hitchcock, William Bond, Joseph Bond. 

The foregoing account is strictly true, as can be proven 
by the testimony (or, if necessary, by the affidavits) of a 
number of persons of the most unquestionable character in 
this County. What, then, must we think of such persons 
as have propagated a report, that the friends of Government 
were, upon this occasion, out-numbered five to one, and that 
many of the persons whose. names were subscribed to the 
foregoing Declaration, were not on^that day present at the 

* NoRth-Castle, May 8, 1775. — Mr. Rivington: In your paper late- 
ly I saw my name to a Protest. I never signed it, but went into Cap- 
tain Hatfield's house, and was asked whether I was a Whig or a Tory ? 
I made answer, that I did not understand the meaning of those words, 
but was for liberty and peace. Upon which some body put down my 
name. Now, sir, I desire you will print this, to show the world that I 
have not deserved to be held up in the light of a protester. 

Jeremiah Hunter. 

+ That our names were not subscribed to the Protest of Westc heater, 
either by ourselves, or our orders, or peTmissiqnj directly or indirectly, 
is certified by us, each for himself. .'". PEjrERJJyssiNG. 

May 4, 1775. Jons Bussinq. 

f Mr. Rivington : I did sign a Protest which was printed in your paper ; 
but I did so because I was told that the intent of signing ft was to show 
that I was for the liberties of the Country. Samuel Baker. - 
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White Plains ? They must be conscious to themselves 
that they have spread abroad a falsehood, and they are here- 
by called upon, if they dare, to set their names to those 
assertions. 

In what manner those gentlemen, who chose the Com- 
mittee at the Plains, proceeded, we cannot positively say ;. 
but this we can declare with truth, that we do. not believe, 
they can produce to the publick the names of a hundred 
and fifty persons who voted for a Committee that day, and 
we are verily persuaded that they did their utmost to" make' 
their party as numerous as possible. How then can they 
justify their choice of a Committee? Or how can tTiey 
presume to impose upon the world, and to insult the loyal 
County of Westchester in so barefaced a manner ? 

It is well known here, that two-thirds at least of the in- 
habitants of this County are friends to order and Govern- 
ment, and opposed to Committees and all unlawful combi- 
nations; and it will be made apparent to the world that 
they are so, as soon as certain Resolves, now signing freely 
by the people, shall be ready for publication. And one prin- 
cipal reason why the friends to Government did not assem- 
ble in greater numbers than they did, on Tuesday last, was; 
that marty of them had already, by signing those Resolves, 
testified their loyalty to" the King, their attachment to the 
Constitution, their enmity to Committees, and their acqui- 
escence in the. prudent measures taken by the Assembly 
in the late session, for accommodating the unhappy differ- 
ence between the Mother Country and the Colonies, and 
consequently thought they had done their duty. 

The Committee that was chosen may, with some 'kind 
of propriety, lie, said to represent those particular persons 
who chose them ~ but how they can be denominated .the 
Representatives, of the County of Westchester, who, in 
general, abhor Committees and Committee-men, and are 
determined to take no steps that may lead them into rebel- 
lion, we carmot conceive. Certainly the friends to Govern- 
ment, who were - collected at Captain Hatfield's, had a 
better/Tight, from their number, to determine ~ that .there 
should be no.Committee, than the opposite party had to 
appoint one ; and might, with much greater propriety, be 
said to.. she iv. the sense of the County than the. few who 
acted wiiliouijajjthority^ and in direct opposition to Govern- 
ment and to the determinations of our worthy Assembly ; 
and we. doubt not but the impartial publick will consider the 
matter in this light, and not. esteem the act of a few indi- 
viduals, unlawfully assembled, as the act (which it most 
assuredly is not) of the very respectable, populous, and 
loyal County of Westchester. 



TO THE PUBLICK. 

Morrisiana, May 7, 1775. 

A very extraordinary paper, called a Protest against the 
proceedings of the Freeholders of the County of West- 
chester, relative to the election of Deputies for the late 
Convention, and said to have been subscribed by the seve- 
ral persons whose names are printed with it, was published 
in Mr. Rivington and Game's Gazette a few weeks ago. 

By whom this performance, was given to the publick is 
uncertain '• and being as little distinguished by decency; as 
by truth, there is reason to suspect the author's name will 
remain a secret. - .- 

The falsities. contained in this representation are too fla- 
grant to impose upon any person in this Colony; and 
nothing but the apprehension of its gaining credit in other 
parts of the world would have induced me to have made 
it the .subject of" animadversion, 

I shall passover the many little' embellishments with 
which the author's fancy. has endeavoured to decorate his 
narrative ; nor is it necessary to call in question the reality 
of that loyal enthusiasm by which it is said those good 
people were influenced ; and I really wish that had been 
the fact, because when inconsistencies and fooleries result 
from inebriety or enthusiasm, they merit our pity, and 
escape indignation and resentment. 

Much pains, I confess, were on that day taken to make 
temporary enthusiasts, and with other more exhilarating 
spirit than the spirit of loyally. 

To give tire appearance of dignity to these curious and 
very orderly protesters, the author has been very mindful 
to annex every man's addition to his name, upon a pre- 



sumption, perhaps, that it would derive weight from the 
title of Mayor, Esquire, Captain, Lieutenant, Judge, Sic. 

But it is not easy to conceive why the publisher should 
be less civil to the clergy, than to the gentry and common- 
alty. Samuel Seahury and Luke Jlabcpck, certainly ought 
not to have been sent into the world floating on a news- 
paper jn that plain way ; the one is the " Reverend Mr. 
Samuel Seahury, Rector of the united parishes of. East 
and Westchester, and one of the missionaries for propaga- 
ting the Gospel (and not politicks) in foreign parts," he, 
&c. The othef .is the " Reverend Mr. Lul^JBqbcqck , 
who preaches and prays for. Mr, Philipse and his tenants, 
at Philipseburgh.' 1 . 

In this. formidable catalogue of three hundred and twelve 
sober and loyal protesters, there are not less than one hun- 
dred and seventy, who, after the most diligent inquiry, I 
cannot find have the least pretensions to a vote .; and indeed 
many of them are lads under age. 

Their names are as follows: — 

Samuel Seabury, Isaac Smith, Joshua Hunt, 

Luke Babcoclf, John Hyatt, Betts Chattei'don, 

Bonj. Fowler, Esq., Abraham Odell, William Landrim, 

Joshua .Pull, Thomas Lawrence, Dennis Kennedy, 

Edward Pell, , John Seyson, James Hains, 

John Hunt, Isaac Forslieu, _ Andrew Bainton, 

Gilbert Horton, Gabriel Rsquenw, NathanjeTTomkins, - 

Adrian Liforge, Gabriel Archer, Caleb Archer, 

Moses Williams, Elias. Secord, Benjamin Bugbe, 

Philip Kelly, James Peirce, Francis Purdy, 

. James Hains, Jun., Edward B.ugbo, . William Odoll, 

Matthew Hains, Daniel Hajght, Israel Hunt, 

Bartholomew Hains, John Hunt, Jun., Thomas Tomkins, 

John Haiti a; Abraham Losec, ' Frederick TJndorhill, 

Elijah Hains, . Isaac Tomkins, Peter Post, 

Joseph Clark, _ " Joseph Paulding, Benjamin McCord, 

Joseph Oakly, Henricus Storm, John Williams, 

James Molt, Francis Secord, John Ackernan, 

Daniel Purdy, John Parker, PeterRustLng, 

John Crab, - Gilbert Bates, Jeremiah TTuiiter, 

Izrahiah Whetmbre, David Purdy, Abraham Storm, 

Absalom Gidncy, "David Bleeker, Peter Jenning, 

John Brown, Jofdon Downing, John Gale, 

Jasper Stivers, Corn. Van Tassell, John Smith, 

Peter .Me Farthing, Joseph Appleby, Jame.s Hart, Jun., 

Joshua Purdy, Jun., P.i.trisk Cary, Jonathan Purdy, Jr., 

Hacaliah Purdy, Jun., Gilbert Ward, Monmouth Hart, Jr., 

James Tomkins,' William Dunlap, Christopher "Purdy, 

Gilbert Theal, Joshua Ferris, Gabriel Purdy, 

-William Sexen, Tiniofhy Purdy, Edward Merritt, Jr., 

Thomas Champenters, James McQuire, Henry Disborongh, 

John Cliampeniers, James Regnaw, WinTam~Van~Wart, 

Eleazer Hart, Samuel Purdy, Abraham Storm, 

James Hunt, Sylvawus Purdy, Thomas Beny, 

Joseph Parker, William Dalton, Charles Merritt, 

Joshua Barns, Elijah Tomkins, Benjamin Griffin, 

John Park, Charles Lawrence, . James Angerine, 

- Samuel Purdy, ' Joseph Purdy, Jun., Jere. Anderson, Jr., " 

Gilbert Purdy, James Sniffin, Jim., William Barker, Jr., 

James Chattcrton, Peter Bonet, Gideon Arden, Jr., 

Thomas Cromwell, Peter Fashee, Joseph Furdy, 

Solomon Horton, Jesse Lawrence, George Storm 

Nath. Underbill, Jun., William S.nidcn t Jacob Vermiller, 

Philip Fowler, Solomon Dean, SamueT Huested, 

John. McFarthing, Thomas Hyatt, John Warner, 

Jacob Post, " William Woodward, John Storm, 

James Baxter, John Whitmore, Joshua Secord, 

John Hart, William Underbill, John TJnderhill, 

Cornelius Losee, Nehemiah Tomkins, Wm. Underbill, Jr., 

-Jesse Park, " Henry Lcforge, James Bill, 

Roger Purdy, Jun., Evert Brown, William Watkins, 

Gilbert Pugsley, . Benjamin Beyea, Richard P>aker, 

Abraham Lcdcau, John Loce, BishopTIustlce, 

Benjamin Brown, Elnathan Appleby^ Jeramiah. Hitchcock;. 

Aaron Bin's, John Baker, WiTtTath Bond, 

John Baizley, , . Jonathan Underhill, Samuel S.nlden, 

David'Qakley, Jun., James McChajn, 

Of the others who are Freeholders, many also hold 
lands at will of Colonel Philipse; so that the truth really 
is, that very few independent Freeholders objected to the - 
"appointment of Deputies. Lewis Morris. 



FOR THE MASSACHUSETTS GAZETTE: 

Boston, April 13, 1775. 
My worthy Friends and Fellow- Countrymen: 

The charms of power are very intoxicating and bewitch- 
ing. Mankind are naturally inclined to usurp authority 
over their fellow-men, whenever' an opportunity presents; 
and it may be generally observed, that when their right to 
it is most questionable, their exercise of it is^most wanton 
and unreasonable. This may be easily accounted for, as 
they fear its duration will be but short, and therefore are 
disposed to. leave .a testimonial of their having enjoyed it. 
In no instance do we see this truth more strongly verified, 
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than in the conduct of the late American Continental 
Congress, who, in most of their proceedings, have ex- 
ceeded the powers delegated to them, and in still more 
have counteracted the design of their appointment. That 
there are some grievances, or rather, that the time is come 
explicitly to define and settle the rights of the Americans^ 
and the bounds of Parliamentary authority, will he denied 
by none who wish well to Great Britain and her Colonies. 
But to demand too much of a Nation that is wealthy, pow- 
erful, and brave, that we may obtain enough, discovers a 
childish petulance and frbw.ardness, tending much more to 
irritate and inflame, than to soften and appease. She will, 
like a kind parent, correct our insolence, and reduce us to 
due subjection, and then allow us every indulgence that 
we ought reasonably to desire- As it is not her interest, 
so we can never suppose it her inclination, to injure or op- 
press us ; but we maybe equally satisfied that she will 
never'see her just and constitutional authority abused and 
trampled on. 

We cannot wofider, then, that the conduct of the Con- 
gress is so displeasing and provoking to Great Britain, 
when, among the articles of complaint, they have inserted 
matters which concerned them no more than the mandates 
of the Great Mogul, or the edicts of the King of France; 
matters which, if true, even in their very extensive con- 
struction, afford no real ground of uneasiness; matters 
which discover more a wanton exercise of their usurped 
authority, than a. wish or inclination to restore harmonyand 
peace between Great Britain and her Colonies. Indeed, 
when we review their proceedings, the. manifest intention, 
tendency, and complexion of them force us to make a 
construction over which charity and candour would wish 
to throw a veil, if it was not too plain to mistake it, being 
written in the most legible characters. They have pre- 
cluded every hope of accommodation, by the exorbitancy 
of their demands, and the illegality of the measures they 
have adopted. They have sacrificed their honour, hones- 
ty, and reputation, to a lawless, ambitious thirst of inde- 
pendence, and have purchased the worthless, transitory 
shouts and eclat of the restless and seditious multitude, at 
the expense of that lasting and satisfactory esteem and ap- 
plause of the virtuous and the good, which alone ought to 
have been the object of their wishes, and the end of all 
their pursuits. The propriety of these observations will 
be apparent, in the consideration of the fifteenth and last 
general article of grievance, which, like the famed Cerberus 
of old, abounds with various sources of complaint. 

" In the last session of Parliament an Act was passed 
for blocking up the Harbour of Boston; another empower- 
ing the Govemour of the Massachusetts-Bay to send per- 
sons indicted for murder in that. Province, to another Col- 
ony, or even to Great Britain, for trial, whereby such of- 
fenders may escape legal punishment; a third for altering 
the chartered Constitution of Government in that Province ; 
and a fourth for extending the limits of Quebeck, abolish- 
ing the English, and restoring the French Laws, whereby 
great numbers of 'British freemen are subject to the latter, 
and establishing an absolute Government, and the Boman 
Catholick Religion throughout those vast regions that bor- 
der on the westerly and northerly boundaries of the free 
Protestant English settlements ; and a fifth for the better 
providing suitable quarters for Officers and Soldiers in His 
Majesty's service in North America." The Boston Port 
Act," when it first arrived, filled all parties with astonish- 
ment and surprise; the peculiarity of the mode of punish- . 
went ; the severity with which it was attended ; the suffer- 
ings inflicted thereby on many innocent individuals, at first' 
raised, a suspicion of the justice, equity, and policy of the 
British Nation ; but on a nearer view, and more mature 
consideration of the spirit and design of the Act, we plainly 
discovered that, in the midst of judgment they had remem- 
bered ^mercy. The authority of Parliament had been most 
iniquitously and flagrantly abused, insulted, and opposed, 
by the destruction of a large quantity of Tea,, the private 
property of the East-India Company, by a number of the 
inhabitants of the Town of Boston and the adjacent Towns, 
in the most riotous and daring manner. This Tea was sent 
here in consequence of a particular Act of Parliament, em- 
powering the East-India Company to do it, merely for the 
regulation of Trade ; as the Dutch Tea was smuggled in by 
the way of the Northern Colonies, in such quantities, and 



so cheap, as totally destroyed the sale of the English Tea, 
which, by being sold at publick auction in London to the 
merchant there, and by him with his advance upon it, to 
the merchant here; by the latter with his advance, to the 
retailer, and by him with his profits upon it, to the con- 
sumer, was raised to such a price as gave the Dutch Com- 
pany the sole advantage of that article of commerce, as it 
came from them without any of these impositions, or the 
payment of any duty upon it. 

We all profess to be subject to the Acts for the regula- 
tion of Trade ; for this purpose solely was this Act made ; 
by it no new duty was imposed, but some heavy restric- 
tions taken off, so that the destruction of the Tea could he 
considered as arising only from the most wanton and unrea- 
sonable desire of throwing off all subjection to the Parent 
State, and setting up for independence. Proportionate, 
therefore, to the criminality and atrocious nature of the of- 
fence, might we reasonably suppose the punishment would 
be. Not only the private property of the East-India 
Company had been destroyed, but the honour and author- 
ity of the Nation had been injured and violated. The 
former was to be compensated, and the latter to be satisfied 
arid repaired. The inhabitants of Boston and the other 
towns concerned, could not be more generally and imme- 
diately affected by any other way whatever. It will here 
be said it is hard for the innocent to suffer with the guilty ; 
but the answer is obvious : the offenders were disguised 
and unknown ; no one appeared at the time to oppose it ; 
all might, therefore, be considered as involved in the guilt . 
in some measure. The friends of Government, by their 
silence and inactivity in the first of these troubles, when 
they might have prevented the mischiefs that have since 
ensued, and the daring outrage which was now the cause of 
their punishment, had they properly exerted themselves, 
have therefore little reason to" complain of the disadvan- 
tages they .suffer, or the loss they sustain on this account. 
However, admitting they were quite innocent, and had 
done their duty on this occasion, it should be remembered, 
that as in general calamities of lightning, earthquakes, fam- 
ine, war, and pestilence, inflicted by Heaven on mankind, 
there is no respect to persons, the wicked and. the good are 
equally exposed and actually affected ; so in States and 
Kingdoms in this world, when general punishments of a 
people are found necessary, iris very difficult, if not im- 
possible, ^discriminate and screen the innocent from the 
misfortunes which the guilty suffer. But jn this instance, 
as was hinted above, with such wisdom, with so much len- 
ity was the Port Act constructed, that the severity of its 
operation depended entirely upon the reasonable compliance 
or obstinacy of those who were to suffer by it. It was an 
indispensable act of common justice to pay for the Tea 
that had been destroyed, or it was equally just to punish 
those who were concerned in doing it. It has been said, 
that had the Act been conditional, to take place only if 
the terms were not complied with, there would have been 
some reason in .it; no one would have complained; but 
hot to be able to prevent the execution of it, had they 
been disposed to submit to the requisitions, was a degree of 
rigour without an example. Let us attend to the circum- 
stances. It was made to take place the first of June ; four- 
teen days after that were allowed for any vessels to fit out 
and sail ; upon payment for the Tea being made, and some 
other trifling matters complied with, and a certificate pro- 
cured from the Govemour of the fulfilment: of the terms 
of the Act, power was given to His Majesty in privy 
Council to suspend its execution. The Act arrived near 
the beginning of May, if I recollect right. Now, as the 
Spring ships are generally all arrived before the time that 
the Act was to take place, it would have little effect for 
some time after that upon foreign importation. If the Tea 
bad been immediately paid for, and the requisite certificate 
procured, which might easily have been done, and trans- 
mitted home, the operation of the Act might have ceased 
at once ; as it seems to have been particularly provided for 
this purpose, that the King in Council might suspend it, 
that so no dejay might be occasioned by calling the Par- 
liament together to repeal it. Orders for Fall goods might 
have been sent at the same time, and the Fall ships might 
have returned at their ijsual time, into an open afltf free 
Port; so that by a prudent conduct, the trade with Great 
Britain might not have been interrupted at all ; other 
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branches might have suffered a temporary damage, but it 
would have been trifling; as by the last of August we 
might have had the news of the Port's being open again. 
So that by the folly, injustice, and madness alone of the 
popular leaders, has this Act been attended with the dis- 
tresses and inconveniences which are now so sensibly felt. 
Now let me ask, with what reason, with what justice, 
could an Englishman, could an American, could any one, 
who wished the prosperity of Britain, complain of an Act 
which was made solely to benefit the English merchant in 
preference to the Dutch ? especially in the sale of an ar- 
ticle of so mucb importance, in such constant and exten- 
sive use and consumption ; and after the people here, 
being deluded and hurried on by a seditious tribe of dema- 
gogues had, in open violation of the common rights of 
society, of every principle of justice, of their allegiance to 
their Sovereign, of their constitutional dependance upon 
Great Britain, so wantonly and maliciously destroyed so 
large and valuable a quantity of merchandise, let me ask, 
where is the man so destitute of every principle of honesty, 
of every sentiment of honour, so deaf to the call of equity 
and justice, and the demands of law, as to hesitate one 
moment, to, make .the most ample and satisfactory restitu- 
tion in his power ? To this question, to which it must pain 
every loyal American to return an answer, I, with equal 
grief and astonishment, reply, the Town of Boston, in 
Town-Meeting assembled, were the men. These men, 
.who, by their conduct, had drawn down the resentment of 
the Nation ; by their subsequent unaccountable proceed- 
ings, have been the wilful cause of the continuation of 
those distresses, of which they now so highly complain 
and so sensibly feel the effects ; and such has been their 
fatal influence, that they prevailed upon the House of Re- 
presentatives to appoint a solemn fast, to beseech of the 
Almighty a sanction to their violence and robbery. What 
unpardonable hypocrisy ! What unheard-of mockery of 
Heaven ! What unparalleled effrontery ! Can it be sup- 
posed that the Divine Being, who, by the principles of 
natural religion implanted in the human mind, and by the 
repeated precepts in his written word, has so plainly com- 
manded us to abstain from fraud, rapine, and injustice, and 
has denounced the most heavy woes upon those who are 
guilty of these heinous crimes, will ever hearken to the 
supplications of those who refuse to make restitution to 
their feljpw-creajyres, whom they have grossly, wantonly, 
and unreasonably injured ? Nevertheless, the good people 
of the. Province were so far deluded and misled, as to 
adopt so unpardonable a measure. It was, however, hoped, 
that the Members of the Continental Congress, free frorii 
the infatuation which, was so prevalent here, unbiased by 
our prejudices, uninfluenced by passions, and attentive to 
the true interests of the Province and Continent, would 
have recommended the payment for the Tea, as a neces- 
sary step to a reconciliation. But alas ! we find them in- 
fluenced by the same factious leaders, by their conduct vir- 
tually approving of thisdaring injustice.- Upon no other 
principle can we account for their inserting the Boston Port 
Act in the list of grievances, when a compliance with the 
most obvious, indispensable demands of justice, would at 
once have suspended the execution of it. 

The next particular in this very comprehensive article, 
is another Act, " empowering the Governour of the Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay to send persons indicted for murder in that 
Province to another Colony, or even to Great Britain, for 
trial, whereby such offenders may escape legal punish- 
ment." It is really astonishing to see the low artifice and 
glaring falsehood made use of in this description of the 
Act. It is not true that the Governour is thus empowered, 
as the_Act expressly requires the advice and consent of 
the Council, before any person can be removed to any 
other place prescribed by the Act for trial ; so that, how- 
ever arbitrarily the Governour may be disposed to act in 
this instance, if the Council refuse their consent, he can 
do nothing. What could induce the Congress thus to sacri- 
fice their characters ;as honest men, (as I presume some of 
them were,) is totally unaccountable. If the Act is really 
grievous, is it not much better to represent it in a true 
light, than by falsehood and high colouring, to mislead and 
deceive every reader who does not examine the statute for 
bitnself? To .make the people believe that the Governour 
has it in his power to tyrannize at pleasure over them, 



when in reality he can do nothing himself? If it is not 
grievous, will such misrepresentations make it so ? . Can 
they be justified upon any good and virtuous principle? 
Ought not those men, who, by such pitiful, base methods, 
can attempt to stir up a people to acts of treason and re- 
bellion, and destroy the peace and happiness of millions, 
to be held in everlasting infamy and contempt ? Reason 
dictates, justice demands, that they should. 

Let us attend to the other expressions used in the de- 
scription of this Act : " Send persons indicted for murder 
in that Province to another Colony, or even to Great Bri- 
tain, for trial." Is not this expression plainly calculated 
to induce a belief that all persons indicted for any murder 
may be thus removed? Is it not general and. indefinite, 
without any exception, without any restriction, to the par- 
ticular offences specified in the Act ? I grant, that were 
the Act such as is here represented, it would be a most 
alarming grievance, a matter requiring every effort in our 
power to get it redressed ; and the more distressing and 
oppressive it would be if true, so much greater is the guilt 
and wickedness of those men who would make us believe 
it to be so. But if we examine the statute itself, we shall 
find it really calculated. to promote the more impartial ad- 
ministration of justice in those instances to which it relates. 
If we advert to the design of its being made, and the'eause 
which gave rise to it,_we shall be convinced of its propriety 
and expediency. The destruction of the Tea above men- 
tioned had been effected in open and direct opposition to, 
and violation of, an Act of Parliament; no Magistrate had 
interposed to preyent it ; it was the prevailing opinion of 
the common people, who formed their political creed upon 
the principles, practices, and information of their seditious 
leaders, that Acts of Parliament were not binding in Ame- 
rica. They, therefore, did. not consider themselves as com- 
mitting an act of treason in destroying it, but at most a 
trespass at common law; nay! some, in their phrensy, 
thought it a meritorious action, and that they were doing 
God service by their zeal in such a cause. If, therefore, 
any civil Magistrate, or others by his command, had, in re- 
sisting these rioters and traitors, put any of them to death, 
and had been brought to a trial for it here, such was the 
ferment of the times, so infectious and extensive, the in- 
fatuation, that the chance was ten thousand to one that 
the jury to pass upon their lives would consist of men who 
had adopted these erroneous opinions, who would there- 
fore think the conduct of the accused unlawful and criminal, 
and consequently bring them in guilty of murder ; and I 
have no doubt but this would have been the case, had such 
resistance been made at that time. The Parliament migbt 
justly suppose that this notorious violence passing " uncon- 
trolled and unpunished," was owing to this cause ; at least 
this is the most favourable and charitable construction that 
they could put upon it. But be that as ifmay, their atten- 
tion to future instances of the same kind, to prevent such 
daring outrages, to induce submission to Acts of Parlia- 
ment, and to encourage the .civil Magistrate and others in 
the execution of their duty, was evidently the design of 
the Act; and it is equally evident, to use the words in the 
preamble of the Act, that Magistrates, and others might 
" be discouraged from the proper discharge of their duty, 
by an apprehension that, in case of their being questioned 
for any acts done in execution of the Laws and Statutes of 
the Realm, they might be liable to be brought to trial for 
the same before persons who do not acknowledge the validi- 
ty of the laws, in the execution whereof, or the authority of 
the Magistrate, in support of whom such acts bad been 
done." Especially when, for a bare disavowal, of the vio- 
lence and opposition to British laws, and the illegal, dan- 
gerous spirit that then did and still does prevail, whole 
Towns have been stigmatised, and individuals, insulted and 
abused. Nay, if those who would venture, to, resist .and 
quell any riots or molts fortunately were acquitted by their 
peers, upon a fair, open, and impartial trial, they have still 
been pursued with unrelenting vengeance, and their names 
and characters held up to publick view in the.most infa- 
mous and odious light: witness the institution on the fifth 
of March ; that disgrace to humanity, dishonour to the 
laws, and paragon of infernal malice ! Thus, while every 
discouragement has been given to the due execution of the 
laws, when we were absolutely reduced to a state of lawless 
anarchy, can we with reason complain of an Act calculated 
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to restore us to peace, quietness, and order ; an Act which 
provides an impartial trial for men who shall laudably ven- 
ture to enforce a due obedience to the laws and constitu- 
tional authority of the Parent State. 

But the fatal mischief which the quick-sighted Congress 
have discovered, in this Act, that "hereby such offenders 
may escape legal punishment," at once excites our pity 
for their weakness, and resentment for their dishonesty. 
Surely their complaisance to this Province arose to an un- 
bounded height, thus to compliment us, not only at the 
expense of all the other Colonies upon the Continent, but 
even of Great Britain. I am apt to suspect they under- 
took' the description of this Apt immediately after the 
adoption of the Suffolk Resolves; in these two instances 
their conduct seems to be uniform and consistent. And is 
there not, then, to be found in the Kingdom of Great 
Britain, nor in" all the Colonies; an uhcorrupted Court. and 
twelve impartial Jurors, who will act agreeable to law and 
justice, save in the renowned Province of the Massachu- 
setts-Bay ? Cannot a fair and legal trial be had in any 
other part of the Dominions ? Or, what I was not aware 
of before, did the Congress think there could not be found 
elsewhere a Court and Jury so intoxicated with popular 
rage and delusion, as to condemn men, as guilty of murder, 
who had only discharged their duty lh the due execution 
of the laws? And, therefore, in their great humanity com- 
plain that they should have any chance for an acquittal ! 
I am at a loss on which of these principles to account for 
the conduct of the Congress. But it is so ridiculous to 
pretend that a fair trial cannot be had out of this Province, 
when every circumstance favours a contrary supposition, 
that it hardly deserves a serious answer. Thus, my dear 
friends and fellow-countrymen, have the Congress left that 
path which their duty and our interest pointed out, and 
followed the lead of a few men, who, had they been influ- 
enced by any laudable or virtuous considerations, we should 
have been saved from the calamities that now awaits us. 

As this publication is so lengthy, I must defer the re- 
maining part of the article for a future paper. 

Phileirene. 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 
NO. IX. 

_". . - ' Boston, April 13, 1775. 

My Friends and Fellow- Countrymen : 

It is not to be wondered at that disappointed men, grown 
wanton by peculation, whose ambition suggested to them 
the hope - of overturning a Constitution which themselves, 
their ancestors, and the community had enjoyed, and the 
British Nation acceded to for near a century and a half, 
should endeavour to convince their fellow-countrymen of 
the rectitude and fitness of their exertions ; when suspect- 
ed, if not convicted, at the bar of the Impartial publick of a 
series of treasonable acts and perfidious plots, by which 
their Country and millions of their fellow-mortals are 
plunged into a choice of the greatest calamities, that they 
should call opposition to their measures by lying names, 
treason, and rebellion ; that they should attempt to fix the 
imputation of their own crimes upon those who have, in some 
degree, detected and baffled their oppressive schemes; that 
they should struggle to carry their points, by imposing 
upon. the understandings of some, and practising on the 
hopes and fears of others, is no way astonishing. Such 
men blush at nothing; ever restless and craving, over-heated 
in the pursuits of honour and profit, they yield themselves 
up to the dominion of principles as unworthy the man as 
ever the wretched animals of unbounded ambition were 
under the influence of, or the willing tools of despotick 
power advocates for.* - ' 

Massachusettensis, in his publication of January 23d, 
after giving us some historical facts, and his observations 
upon them, which go to the right of Parliament, bursts 
forth into the most virulent invectives against those gentle- 
men who have been deputed, by the free and. unsolicited 
suffrages of the people, to watch the encroachments of 

* It gives me no pleasure to write ; it must give pain, to a good mind 
to read a character which wounds his species (his countrymen) with 
disgrace and infamy. I am sorry to say there are some on both sides 
the Atlantick, to whom it but too well applias. Charity hopes all 
things, and may plead for tenderness and indulgence. But the first 
obligations upon a writer are to truth and justice, offend whom it may. 



power, and to concert means to withstand the efforts of 
tyranny, which, like an inundation, was breaking in upon 
us, sweeping away all our social blessings. TThe application 
of his facts, and the pertinency of his observations, goes 
wholly upon the presumption that the Colonies were parts 
of the British Empire, even from their first discovery, or, 
for aught appears, from the creation of the world, and as 
such subject to the British Parliament in all cases. There- 
fore, as there is nothing new In this part of his paper, the 
answers which we have repeatedly made to such presump- 
tions, void of proof, will, upon recollection, apply, and be a 
sufficient confutation. For this reason I will not take up 
your time with unnecessary observations upon his first para- 
graphs on this subject. 

Our writer tells us the novelty of our being exempted 
from the authority of Parliament will appear, by an extract 
from a pamphlet published in 1764, by a gentleman who 
was then an oracle of the Whigs, and whose profound 
knowledge in the Law and Constitution is equalled but by 
few. This extract asserts that all the Colonies are subject 
to, and dependant on Great Britain, and that the Parlia- 
ment has authority to make laws .binding upon them for 
their general good, &c. This gentleman, who has been 
one of the greatest ornaments of his profession as a lawyer, 
has made all America his debtors for his agonizing strug- 
gles in opposition to usurpation and tyranny by British 
powers. He has more than once nobly stood forth to stem 
the torrent. His publick life has been a political conflict 
with principalities and powers, with men whom, from alust 
of power, have been plotting the ruin of this ill-fated Prov- 
ince, together with this great patriot. 

The Whigs call no man master under Heaven, however 
great ; their appeal is to the law and to the testimony, to the 
Constitution "of their Country, and the eternal principles of 
nature. The position laid down by. the gentleman alluded 
to, as it stands unsupported by argument or reason, what- 
ever might induce to it in his mind, is but the opinion of 
one individual of the community. Admitting that it was his 
opinion that the right of Parliament Was as extensive as her 
present claims, which was not the case, it would only prove 
a diversity of opinion in different men, which is sometimes 
the casein the same man at different times. This is" inci- 
dent to humanity, especially before a thorough examina- 
tion of the subject. We might apply to if an observation 
of his own upon a similar occasion, " that when great men 
.miss it, they miss it most egreg'iously." They, as has been 
remarked on this very pamphlet, sometimes see men as 
trees walking". However, Massachusettensis , ever consist- 
ent with himself, fully answers this, his own argument, in 
his paper of March 16th. "Messieurs Otis, Cushing, 
Hancock, and Adams ," 'says he, " were .confidential 'friend's, 
and made common cause. May we thence infer, that the 
three latter held that the Parliament had a just and equita- 
ble right to impose taxes on the Colonies, tie, because the 
first did." He adds, " such principles and inferences are 
unlucky," that is, nothing can be inferred from them. If 
so, can we infer the sentiments of the publick from the 
opinion of one gentleman ? How, then, does the above 
extract, which has been published and republished, cited 
and recited by our writer, prove, upon his own principles, 
that the denial of the authority of Parliament "over the 
Colonies is a novelty ? - • ■ ■-■-.. 

We are next presented with an extractfrom the Farm? 
cr's Letters, who, we are told,, took the lead in explaining 
away the right of Parliament to raise a revenue in Ame- 
rica, where, speaking of the regulation of Trade, tells us, 
" he who considers these Provinces as States distinct from 
the British Empire, has very slender notions of justice, or 
of their interest. We are but parts of a whole, and there- 
fore there must exist a power, somewhere to preside and 
preserve the connection in due order. This power is 
lodged in Parliament, and we are as much dependant on 
Great Britain as a perfectly free people can be on ano- 
ther." This elegant writer and firm asserter of his Coun- 
try's rights, who took the lead, still holds a conspicuous 
place among the American worthies, the guardians of our 
liberties. His sentiment respecting the rights of Parlia- 
ment is sufficiently evident from the result of the Con- 
gress, of which he was a member, as well as from the 
whole tenour of those Letters, which have been translated 
and admired by different Nations in Europe. It is admit- 
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led that the Colonies and Great Britain are" one, are 
parts of a whole, in their commercial interest. They see 
the necessity of a power somewhere, to preside, and pre- 
serve this commercial connection in due order. They 
con.sent that Parliament should exercise this power; we 
contend only for the rights and privileges of a perfectly 
free people, submitting to Acts for the regulating of 
Trade. 

Massachusettensis having, as he says, settled the right 
of Parliament, dips his pen in gall ; lost to all sense of 
candour or generosity, to all the noble sallies of the chari- 
table soul, arms it with invectives, and with a facility pecu- 
liar to himself, hurls the envenomed shafts of obliquyand 
reproach against some' of the fairest characters on the 
Continent. He lashes all around him indiscriminately, 
with the dire scourges of calumny and slander. 

To show what engines some of the tories, even the 
mildest of them, employ in their political war; what inde- 
cencies a party spirit betrays them into; to what expe- 
dients, and pitiful shifts they sometimes stoop, I will trans- 
cribe the substance of a part of this acrimonious . . . 

We are' told, that the Resolves of our Congresses either 
argue profound ignorance, or hypocritical cunning ; that 
many unsuspecting persons' have been prevailed upon to 
oppose the execution of Acts of Parliament by those who 
could have turned to the page where such insurrections 
were pronounced rebellion by the laws of the land; and 
had not their hearts been dead to a sense of justice, and 
steeled against every feeling of humanity, they would 
timely have warned us of our danger; that our patriots 
have seht.jjs in pursuit of a fascinating glare, devoid of sub- 
stance; that when, we find ourselves bewildered, with 
scarce one ray of hope to raise our sinking spirits, or stay 
our fainting souls, they conjure up phantoms more delusive 
and fleeting, if possible, than that which first led us astray ; 
they tell us that we are a match for Great Britain; that 
no pains have been spared by our wretched politicians to 
prevent a defection of the Army" to the service; that the 
officers have a bad opinion of the" cause" of the Whigs, from 
the treatment of their General", and the infamous attempts 
to seduce the soldiers from His Majesty's service ; that the 
policy of our patriots has been as weak and contemptible 
as their motives are sordid and malevolent ; that failing of 
successin corrupting, they .took pains to attach them firmer 
to the service, by preventing the erecting of barracks, by 
which means many contracted diseases, and some lost their 
lives ; that our patriots had deprived them of a gratifica- 
tion never denied to the brute creation — straw to lay on ; 
that we have been amused with intimations and prospects 
which were. only the suggestions of despair ; that the Grand 
Congress had prevented the people in England from 
espousing our cause ; that they had bid Great Britain 
defiance^ He then concludes his paper by telling us 
what warlike preparations are made against us, and advis- 
ing us to provide for the safety of ourselves, our wives, 
our children, our friends, and our Country, by immediately 
protesting against all the traitorous Resolves and Associa- 
tions of our Congresses, that the innocent may not be 
confounded with the guilty. 

There is scarce one crime that human nature is capable 
of, but what is here imputed to our leaders, whose publick 
conduct is applauded by an admiring world. Not content- 
ed with vilifying their characters, he urges it upon us with 
an importunate pathos as a duty, to commit an act of the 
basest ingratitude, an instance of the blackest treachery. 
Perfidiously to protest against the proceedings of those 
gentlemen who, by our appointment and for our safety, 
have undertaken an arduous task, and, unawed by a sense 
of danger, confiding in the virtue and firmness of their 
Country, have discharged it with honour, wisdom, firm- 
ness, and courage themselves, would be blasting our spe- 
cies with disgrace, and consigning our names to everlasting 
infamy. 

Paintings and colourings on indifferent matters may 
tickle the sense and please the imagination; even fictitious 
representations may be innocent. In affairs t>f serious and 
general concernment, to misrepresent and asperse, is to 
play with firebrands, arrows, and death. . You well know, 
my countrymen, the real state of. facts upon which our 
writer founds his ill-natured charges. You are acquainted 
with their concomitant circumstances, the principles and 



policy upon which they stand. The necessity of our situa- 
tion, in which the Tories had plunged us, pointed them out ; 
self-preservation gave them being. I shall not particularly 
advert to his charges against our publick characters, except- 
ing to those of treason and rebellion. Power naturally 
exists where God Almighty placed it. Great oppressions, 
unless the people are sunk into ignorance and stupidity, 
will ever kindle the spirit of opposition. It is in vain to 
attempt to reason or frighten those who have minds to 
conceive, hearts to feel, and spirit to act, into servile sub- 
missions. They feel truths, feel injuries : and present suf- 
ferings render them strangers to future dangers. Exigen- 
cies call for exertions ; efforts, may prove fortunate, glorious, 
and triumphant ; and when a" subjection, or vanquishment, 
Can take nothing away that a submission would leave, 
reason warrants the procedure. It is an observation of the 
celebrated Doctor Blackstone, " that whenever the uncon- 
stitutional oppressions, even of the sovereign power, ad- 
vance with gigantick strides, and threaten desolation to a 
State, mankind will not be reasoned out of the feelings of 
humanity, nor will sacrifice their liberty, by a scrupulous 
adherence to those political maxims which were established 
to preserve it." 

This will be the case, whether there be Congresses or 
Committees, patriots and politicians, or not, until men's 
spirits are subdued. Had Massachusettensis been as much 
indebted to some of our patriots, as many of his good bre- 
thren in the western parts of this Province are for their 
kind interposition to appease a justly incensed multitude, 
he would have dealt out his invectives with a more sparing 
hand.* What would have been the situation of the Tories 
in the Country, liad it not been for Committees of Corres- 
pondence, which they so much despise, and other gentle- 
men of influence, who possessed the confidence and affec- 
tions of an abused people ? 

That all publick and civil powers, Royal prerogatives, 
and Kingly authority, may remain where the wisdom of 
our Constitution have placed them, is the wish of every 
true American. Every pulse beats loyalty to our gracious 
Sovereign. He pierces with indignant looks the wretch 
who dares to, lisp disloyalty, who would not spill his blood 
in defence of his King's constitutional Government, his 
crown and dignity. By opposing innovations, Govern- 
ment is preserved. For subjects to. hold their liberties 
dearer than life, must be the joyful boast of an English 
Prince : it is the most sparkling gem in the Crown of 
George the Third, whose life America prays may be long 
and happy. She considers the Crown and Royal dignity 
as an office instituted for the people for their good, as a 
trust for millions, and extending its influences to genera- 
tions yet unborn, and not as a descendable property, as " 
an estate vested in the possessor for the emolument and 
grandeur of himself and heirs. 

To assert and defend those rights which have their foun- 
dation in the reason of things, in the nature of Government, 
the principles of the English Constitution, our own Char- 
ters, the laws of our being, the maxims of wisdom and 
sound policy that have been sanctified by long usage, a 
uniformity of principle and practice for ages past, cannot 
be disloyalty to that King who never dies, who is constitu- 
tionally present and active in all parts of his Government, 
and neither knows nor regards the pleasure or mandates of 
the man who wears the Crown, when they are not dictated 
by the laws of the land. The coronation oath, and the 
oath of allegiance, says a great writer, are in effect but 
swearing to the Constitution— in one to govern, and in the 
other to be governed, according to it. 

Treason and rebellion consists in rising in opposition to 
lawful authority. If we are not a part of the Empire of 
Great Britain in such a sense as_tjo be subject to her legis- 
lative authority in all cases, then she has no right to give 
us Jaw in all cases, or to coerce obedience to them. If she 
has not this right, opposition to such laws as she has no 
right to make is neither treason nor rebellion, nor any other . 
misdemeanor, but incumbent duty. Every society has a 
right to preserve its liberties and privileges against those 
who have no authority to invade them : and certainly they 
are justified in the use of those means by which alone they 

* I could tell some merry stories of the Tories making application 
to some of the Whigs in the western part of this Province, for their 
assistance when in trouble, were it proper at this time. 
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can attain this valuable end. Sighs and tears, prayers and 
broken hearts are of no effect against the frightlul blaze of 
warlike apparatus. The points of swords, mouths of thun- 
dering cannon, arms, and other instruments of death ; these _ 
must be answered by a different argument. . , -: 

The good of the whole is the same with the good of_all 
its parts. If self-defence is justifiable, nay, a duty in in- 
dividuals, it must be lawful in a commun.ty composed of 
individuals. "The right of self-defence, in cases of great 
and urgent necessity, and where no other remedy is at 
hand, (says a great Crown lawyer,) is perfectly understood 
and universally assented to; a right which the law of nature 
giveth, and no law of society hath taken away." :; 

If this be true in case of individuals, it will be equally 
so in cases of communities under the like circumstances of 
necessity. For all the rights and powers for defence and 
preservation belonging to society, are nothing more than, 
the natural rights and powers of individuals transferred to, 
and concentering in the body, for the preservation of the 
whole. And from the law of self-preservation, considered 
as extending to civil society, resulted) the wejl known 
maxim, salus jiopuli swprema lex. 

I think the principles here kid down must be admitted, 
unless any one will choose to say that individuals in a com- 
munity are, in pertain cases, under the protection of the 
primitive law of self-preservation; but communities, com- 
posed of the same individuals, are in like cases excluded. 
Or that when the enemy is at the gate, every single soldier 
may and ought to stand to his arms, but the garrison must 
surrender at discretion. 

Is there not but too much reason to contemplate upon 
these principles, to expect an attack, to prepare for the con- 
flict ? -- Has not pur capital street been bathed in blood ? 
some of our countrymen cut and mangled with pointed 
steel ? Others abused and injured in triumphant rage ? Is 
not much of our property wrested from the hands of its 
lawful owners ? Are not many valuable lives in constant 
jeopardy ? Is not our Metropolis in captivity, and our 
Harbours filled with Ships-of-War? Are not our adversa- 
ries preparing for havock and desolation ? In this situation 
is it loyalty to lay still unarmed, until destruction comes 
upon us as a whirlwind ? Is it treason to prepare to act 
on the defensive ? The great Somers tells us, that " he 
who lets any person whatever destroy him contrary to law, 
when it is in his power to preserve his life by defending 
himself, does tacitly consent to his own death, which he is 
obliged to defend by the law of nature ; and therefore is 
guilty of his own blood." Is it not the same with com- 
munities ? 

Massachiiseitensis tells us, in his publication of Febru- 
ary 20tb, '•' that he agrees" with the Whigs, if the Colonies 
are separate or distinct States, (that is, not within the ju- 
risdiction of Parliament,) every Act of Parliament extending 
to the Colonies, and every movement of the Crown fo 
carry them into execution, would be really grievances, 
however wise and salutary they might be in themselves, 
as they would be exertions of a power that we were not 
constitutionally subject to, and would deserve the names of 
usurpation and tyranny." He might have added, and 
every person who has been deliberately attempting to 
enforce and carry them into execution is" guilty of . 
and deserves the ... . together with the abhor- 
rence of all America. 

If the Parliament has not the right she contends for, of 
taxation and legislation over the Colonies, a few extracts 
from the illustrious Locke and Lord Somers will, perhaps, 
come home to the point. "Whenever (says Locke) Legis- 
lators endeavour to take away and destroy the property of 
the people, or to reduce them to slavery under arbitrary 
power, they put themselves in a state of war with the peo- 
ple, who are thereupon absolved from any farther obedience, 
and are left to the common refuge which God hath provi- 
ded for all men against force and violence. Whenever, 
therefore, the Legislative shall transgress this fundamental 
rule of society, and either by ambition, fear, folly, or cor- 
ruption, endeavour to grasp to themselves, or put into the 
hands of any other, an absolute power over the lives, 
liberties, and estate of the people, they forfeit their trust, 
and the people have a right to reassume their original 
liberty. The same holds true concerning the supreme 
Executor, who acts against his trust, when he goes about 



to set up his own arbitrary will as the law of the society, 
when he employs the force, treasure and offices of the 
society to corrupt the Representatives, and gain them to 
his purposes. What is this but to cut up Government by 
the roots, and poison the very fountain of publick securi- 
ty ?" These are the words of that great man, and if they 
apply in any degree to present times it is not my fault. 

Seeing all power must be derived from some grant of 
the people, it is incumbent upon every body politick to 
prove and justify the several degrees of authority which it 
pretends to claim ; and what it cannot derive from some 
concession of the people, must remain vested in them as 
their reserved right. If it assumes any authority which it 
cannot prove the people surrendered, it is guilty of an in- 
vasion of their rights. To extend the rights of governing 
and commanding, and the duties of submission and obedi- 
ence, beyond the laws of one's Country," is treason against 
the Constitution, treachery to the society, arid an injury to 
mankind. It is cutting up the hedges and fences of the 
subject's liberty, an attempt to make one part of mankind 
tyrants and monsters, the other food for their malice, re- 
venge, and brutal lust: — to make them wretched slaves, 
miserable reptiles. 

Is there any proof or evidence of. any surrender, com- 
pact, or consent of the people, that the Colonies should 
be, in all cases, within the legislative authority of Parlia- 
ment ? Would not this be subversive of our Constitutions, 
and repugnant to every principle of freedom ? What, 
then, are the crimes of those who have been, and are "still 
struggling to establish this subjection ? -. 

" They are not, nor can be rebels," Bays the famous 
Lord Somers, "who endeavour to preserve and maintain 
the Constitution ; but they are traitors who design and 
pursue the subversion of it. They are rebels who go 
about to overthrow the Government of their Country ; 
whereas such as seek to defend and support it, are the 
truly loyal persons, and do act according to the ties and 
obligations of fealty. Nor is it merely the first and high- 
est treason in itself, that a member of a political society is 
capable of committing, to go about to subvert the Consti- 
tution ; but it is also the greatest treason he can perpetrate 
against the person, crown, and dignity of the King." 

" Whosoever, either ruler or the subject, by force' goes 
about to invade the rights of either Prince or People, and 
lay the foundation for overturning the Constitution and 
frame of any just Government, he is guilty of the greatest 
crime, I think, a man is capable of, being to answer for all 
those mischiefs of blood, rapine, and desolation, which the 
breaking to pieces of Government brings upon a Country ; 
and he who does it is justly to be. accounted one who re- 
sists the ordinance of God, and the common enemy and 
pest of mankind." 

The above is the judgment of whole Kingdoms .and 
Nations. Let .those, whoever they be, that have; been 
sporting with the rights of mankind, and rioting on their 
spoils ; who, contracted in the little point of self, and 
equally steeled against the rebukes of conscience and the 
sentiments of humanity, that have been thundering to the 
world the terrours of prostituted law, and proclaiming the 
manly and loyal struggles of an oppressed people in de- 
fence of their just rights, sedition and rebellion— thus, 
instigated by the sweets of revenge, the hopes of conquest, 
the prospect of rich plunder in a plenty of confiscations, 
the pleasing expectation of unbounded power, with a mis- 
giving heart still dreading the final issue of things, have 
been eager to travel the crimson fields of blood, and to 
send the terrours of fire and sword into the innocent places 
of domestick retirement; let such consider what has been 
the judgment of past ages, and will be the opinion of fu- 
ture generations respecting their conduct. 

From the County of Hampshire. 



Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, April 14, 1775. 

The alarming crisis to which the Parliamentary contro- 
versy with the Colonies is now brought, demands the uni- 
ted wisdom and attention of every serious, well-disposed 
person among us; and the grand question which obtrudes 
itself at first view is, can we withstand the power of Great 
Britain, when determined to enforce obedience to the 
laws of her Parliament ? To this question, many heated 
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imaginations may reply, we can ; for Britain is not ablq to 
send Troops enough to conquer us, though she may distress 
and ruin our commercial connections. 1 must confess that 
I am not of that opinion; for if the British Nation, collec- 
tively as one body, should espouse the Parliamentary claim 
of supremacy, however unjust or unconstitutional, 1 am 
convinced they could reduce us to such extremities as 
would make us the most miserable of dependant beings. 
But this cannot be expected ; we see the greatest men in 
the Nation appear in behalf of America, condemning the 
policy of Administration, applauding the Colonists for their 
noble and generous exertions in support of their just rights 
and privileges ; we see the Merchants kindly and friendly 
petitioning the Parliament in our behalf; but all in vain — 
our Controversy is confined to the two branches of the Le- 
gislature only, and they are judges in their own cause; 
and although His Majesty has been pleased to give coun- 
tenance to their Resolutions, and seems determined to sup- 
port them, yet, with all these appearances, we cannot think 
the present manoeuvres justified by the Nation ; and a short 
time will convince us that greater disturbances will appear 
in England than in America. The obstruction to the New- 
foundland Fishery from Neiv-England, will be another 
alarm to the Nation, as they must see their rivals in trade, 
the French., will seize every advantage thereby ; and the 
Southern Governments will look upon the stoppage to the 
trade of the Neiv-England Provinces only as the execu- 
tion of a plan in part, in expectation that they would avail 
themselves of the opportunity of growing rich, and in- 
creasing in trades, while the other are sinking beneath 
their burdens, and reduced to such misery as to be obliged 
to submit ; which when they have accomplished, Adminis- 
tration will not be content" till they have subjugated the 
whole Continent to their sovereign control. But the 
question still remains to be answered, can we, or shall we 
withstand an Army who spread the British standard, and 
is commanded by a General acting by and under His Ma- 
jesty's commission ? To answer this question is puzzling 
to the ablest politicians amongst us ; those who answer in 
the affirmative, do not enough consider that the sword 
once drawn can never be sheathed but in the bowels of 
Britons and Americans — till desolation and war becomes 
one general scene. For although ten thousand Troops 
may fall an easy prey to the numbers brought against them, 
yet what will be the event of such a conquest ? Britain 
will feel the loss of her sons, and the blood of the slain 
will call aloud for revenge, and this may rouse the Nation 
to drop every idea of friendship, and losing sight of the 
merits of the controversy, will naturally support the tar- 
nished honour of the British arms, and enraged with dis- 
dain of an inglorious defeat, may send such numbers of 
mercenary and veteran Troops, which, together with a pow- 
erful Fleet, will scatter destruction on our devoted heads. 
On the other hand, those who are on the negative side of 
the question, and who say we ought not to oppose the Bri- 
tish Troops, should mark out the line of conduct necessary 
to *be pursued in this critical and alarming period, and 
should prove the inexpediency of appearing in arms till 
forced thereto by the loss of every idea or hope of a recon- 
ciliation with Britain ; and that it plainly appears the Na- 
tion has left us to be the victims of Parliamentary resent- 
ment. For my own part, I must own the idea of taxation 
without representation appears to me incompatible with the 
British Constitution, and is a political solecism; and any 
Government founded upon such principles must soon fall 
into despotism. And as America is not represented in the 
Parliament of Britain, she can't justly be taxed; but if it 
is insisted upon, that supremacy must, be lodged some- 
where, and the Parliament being the highest Court in the 
Nation, that supremacy ought to rest there ; in that case, 
.subordinate legislation by American Assemblies must be 
first annihilated ; for the subject ought not to be governed 
by two codes of laws, some of which are diametrically 
opposite in their operation. 

These arguments have been so often and so fully treated 
upon, that every individual knows the force of them. I 
shall therefore only add here, that there is a vacancy, or 
rather weakness, in the Constitution of the Parliamentary 
Government of America, which requires the consideration 
of both Countries, and without a settlement thereof the 
present controversy will never be ended ; for unless the 



wound is probed to the bottom, it cannot be healed; it 
may be skinned over for a short time, but will break out 
again with more virulence. A denial of any legislative 
right over America, is equally unreasonable in us, as it is 
in the Parliament to claim it in all cases whatsoever. To 
suppose that we are to be controlled only by our own Legis- 
latures, will appear at first view to be incompatible with the 
regulating laws of Commerce. The East-India, the As- 
sicnto, and Hudson's Bay Companies, all pay large, sums 
to the Nation for an exclusive trade ; and every merchant 
in Britain is subject to large penalties for even attempting 
to trade there, besides a seizure and condemnation of both 
vessel and cargo. So that if the Colonies are not subject 
to these regulating laws, they may easily interfere in all 
these exclusive trades, and evade the penalties. Inasmuch 
as we have not attempted those trades, we have considered 
ourselves as excluded with the rest of the Nation. The 
line of conduct necessary for us to pursue at this time, to 
avoid the dreadful consequences of a desolating civil war, 
requires the advice and wisdom of the coolest and most 
considerate men amongst us. And may the overruling hand 
of a good Providence so direct all consultations for the 
safety, welfare, and advancement of the British Nation in 
general, and America in particular; and that unanimity in 
our adopted plans may crown our expectations with suc- 
cess, to a happy re-establishment of that harmony between 
the two Countries, which is confessedly allowed to be the 
only means of supporting their political existences. 

Candidus. 



In Provincial Congress, Concord, April 14, 1775. 

Whereas numbers of persons, from their unhappy situa- 
tion in the Town of Boston, are removing with their 
effects : 

It is recommended to the good people of this Province, 
that they would rent their Houses, and assist such persons 
with Teams for their removal, Provisions for their support, 
and all other necessaries, upon as easy and cheap terms as 
they can possibly afford ; and that all Goods and Merchan- 
dise be sold in like" manner, agreeable to the spirit of the 
Continental Association. By order of the Provincial Con- 
gress : John Hancock, President. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LORD DARTMOUTH TO GEN- 
ERAL GAGE, DATED LONDON, APRIL 15, 1775. 

It would appear necessary and expedient, that all Fortifi- 
cations should be garrisoned by the King's Troops, or dis- 
mantled and destroyed; that all cannon, small arms, and 
other military stores of every kind, that may be either in 
any magazine, or secreted for the purpose of aiding the 
rebellion, should also be seized and secreted; and that the 
persons of such as, according to the opinion of His Majes- 
ty's Attorney and Solicitor General, have committed them- 
selves in acts of treason and rebellion, should be arcested 
and imprisoned. 

I observed that in your letter of January 18th, you said 
that if a respectable force is seen in the field, the most ob- 
noxious of the leaders seized, and a pardon proclaimed for 
all others, Government will come off victorious. The 
two first of these objects are already provided for, and it 
only remains for me to signify to you the King's pleasure, 
that, if you shall continue to be of opinion, that an offer of 
pardon will be advisable, you do, by virtue of the power 
already given to you by His Majesty's special commission, 
under the great seal for pardon for treason and other of- 
fences, issue a Proclamation within your Government, at 
such time as you shall judge proper, offering a reasonable 
reward for apprehending the President, Secretary, and any 
other of the Members of the Provincial Congress, whom 
you shall find to have been the most forward and active in 
that seditious meeting, requiring all persons who may, in 
consequence of their Resolves and exhortations, have ap- 
peared in arms to oppose the law, to render themselves to 
the Governour and Council within a reasonable time, and 
declare, that upon such surrender, and upon taking the 
oaths of allegiance, and making such declaration of their 
obedience as you shall think proper, they shall receive 
His Majesty's gracious pardon for all treasons they have 
committed. 
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LORD DARTMOUTH TO THE GOVERNOURS OF COLONIES. 

[Circular.] Whiteliall, ApriHSth, 1775," 

Sir: I am commanded by the King to acquaint you 
that it, is His Majesty's pleasure that the orders of the 
Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty's Forces in North 
America, and under him of the Major Generals and Brig- 
adier (Tenerals, shall be supreme in all cases relative to 
the operations of the said Troops, and be obeyed accord- 
ingly. I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
'..",■- Dartmouth. 

,, - .Baltimore (maryland) committee. 

T , ^ Committee Chamber, Baltimore, April 15, 1775. 

The Committee of Observation for Baltimore County, 
reflecting on the many mischiefs and disorders usually at- 
tending the Fairs Jield at Baltimore Town., arid willing in 
all things strictly to observe the Regulations. of the Conti- 

.nental Congress, who, in their eighth Resolution, have ad- 
vised to discountenance and discourage "every species of 
extravagance and dissipation, especially horse-racing, cock- 
fighting, &c, have unanimously resolved to recommend it 
to the. good people of this County, and do hereby earnestly 
request, that they will not themselves, nor will suffer any 
of their families to attend, or in anywise encourage the ap- 
proaching Fair, at Baltimore Town; and all persons are 
desired not to, erect bogjhs, or in any manner prepare for 
holding the saicl F.air. ; 

We pe persuaded the inhabitants of the Town in par- 

,ticju|ar_wijl._sej'.'"th? propriety of this measure, and the ne- 
cessity of enforcing it, as ihe Fairs have been a nuisance 
long before complained of by them, as serving no othef 

'purpose than debauching the morals of their children, and 
servants, affording an opportunity for perpetrating thefts, 
encouraging riots, drunkenness, gaming, and. the vilest im- 
moralities, ■- 'Samuel Purviance, Jr., Chairman, 



EXTRACT OF A LETTJER, FROM JAMES HABERSHAM TO 
- - MESSRS.. CLARK AND MILLIGAN, LONDON. 

. . Savannah, Georgia, April 17, 1775, 

The fiery patriots in Charleston have stopped all deal- 
ings with us, and will not suffer any Goods to be" landed 
there from Great Britain; and.I .suppose the Northern 
Provinces wijl follow their example. 

The' people on this Continent are generally almost iri a 
State of madness and desperation; and should hot concilia- 
tory measures take place on your side, I know not what 
may be thecon.sequencer" I fear* an open rebellion against 
the Parent State, and consequently amongst ourselves. 
Some of the inflammatoTy resolutions and measures taken 
ancrpublisbea'Jn the. Northern Colonies, I think too plainly 
'portend this.*"* However, I must and do, upon every occa- 
sion, declare that I would not choose to live here~ longer 
than w.e are in a state of proper subordination to, and un- 
der the protection of, Great Britain; although I cannot 
altogether approve of the steps she has lately taken, and 
do mps,t cordially wish that, a permanent line of Govern- 
ment, was drawn anil pursued by the mother and" her chil- 
dren; and may God give your Senators wisdom to do it, 
and heal the breach ; otherwise, I cannot think of the 
event bqt wijh hqrrour and grief. Father against son, arid 
son against' father, and the "nearest relations and friends 
combating" with each. other ! I may perhaps saywith truth, 
cutting each other's thro.ats. Dreadful to think of, much 
more to experience. But I will" have done with this dis- 
agreeable subject, and am, gentlemen, your humble" ser- 
vant, - "-.' ':■" ... - ^ . ". James Habersham. 

P. S.. I find the American Merchants in London, have 
begun to stir in this matter ; and I hope their application 
will meet with success,' as no good can ensue to Great 
Britain and Her Colonies from this contest, but much hurt 
to both. I am for peagjron constitutional grounds. 

KING GEORGEjCOUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

The Com mktee being informed that Mr. Austin Brock- 
enbrough was "counteracting the measures of the Conti- 
nental Congress, ordered him to be summoned to answer 
the complaint, which was done in the following terms : 

, .' ..-..:■. .'•-_"-" King George ', March 8, 1775. 

Sir: You aTe accused before the Committee of disre- 



garding your duty as an Associator, [AssOciatprff and at- -' 
tempting to prejudice the people of your neighbourhood, 
and others with whom you have communication, against. . 
the Association^ [Yes, but I.never went, out of my way to 
do it,] and to draw into contempt the authority and conduct 
of the Committee. [That 1 have, and always shall.] The 
truth of this charge the Committee cannot avoid, inquiring 
into, and have ordered us to give you notice to attend the 
monthly meeting at the Court-House, on the next Court 
day, [that I shall not,] that you "may have an opportunity 
of malcing your defence ; and if the charge is groundless, 
of evincing your innocence. [Innocence !] We are your 
humble servants, _ - 7 

- Thomas Turner, .William Robinsqn; 
■* '. . Thomas Jett, John. Washington. . . 

On the day appointed, Mr. Brokenbrough failing to at- 
tend, Mr. Daniel Briscoe, the person who; delivered Kim . 
the notice, was called, and being "sworn, declared that he _ 
read the above notice to Mr. Brockenbrovgh, at least .ten 
days before the meeting of the Committee, and left him a- 
copy, who made the replies inserted in the body of the 
notice. These answers confess the truth, of the charge, 
and sufficiently indicate the disposition of the man, whose " 
obnoxious behaviour is also well known, and for. some time - 
past has been observed with concern by several members 
of the Committee. To reclaim from error, rather than 
punish, would be the choice of the Committee, .Oppor- 
tunity was designedly afforded Mr.. Brockenbrough, by a 
short delay in the publication, to make atpntnie'rif, and 
avoid publick censure. The welT-me.ant indulgence has 
been" slighted. Duty now required that the truth of the. 
case be_published, to the end that Mr. Brockenbrough may 
be publickly known, and universally conte/rmed as ari % ene- 
my to American .liberty. By order of the Committee : 

Andrew Wodrow, Clerk. 
King Georga, April 17, 1775. " ." .."v. 



■ . ■' ." Committee Chamber, Philadelphia, April 17, 1775. 

Whereas, it" is now under the, consideration of the. Com- 
mittee to suspend all trade and jntercourse"with such. Cole 
nies as have not acceded to the Association of thejjonti-. 
nental Congress ; the Committee have therefore thought jt 
proper to apprize their fellow-citizens of this matter, that 
they govern themselves accordingly, and avoid enteringinto 
any engagement with respect to such Colonies, from which, 
they may be subjected to great incQnveniehces hereafter. 

By order of the Committee.: - * ;_ * 

• Jonathan B. Smith, Secretary.- 



-.-'•' TO THE PUBLICK. ' . ■_..■',■ 

- ■"-.- New- York, April 17, 1775.' 

"Whereas, the enemies to the English Constitution; and 
the rights and liberties of America, have endeavoured to 
the utmost of their power, to revile and defame the cha- 
racter of every man who has honestly endeavoured to as- 
sert and maintain those rights and privileges, which these 
traitors are striving to subvert, and "take away ; hopin a, by 
such,_yile practices, to destroy or" lessen the influence of 
those who obstruct the execution of their wicked designs; ' 
Onjhis account, Captain Sears, who has long distirjginshqd 
himself among the most zealous, steady, and.disihterested 
friends 'and .supporters of the rights and freedom of his' 
Country, became 'exceedingly obnoxious to theseenemies, 
who sought to aggrandize themselves upon its ruins. They 
have, therefore, been extremely watchful to" catch every 
opportunity, when by misrepresentation for direct, falsehoods,' 
they might bring an odium on his character, or expose him 
to contempt and ridicule. But these devices; in'stead of 
answering the end designed, have hitherto recoiled "upon 
their authors, arid. only servedto exalt the character: they 
were intended to depress. "- " , ; 7" 

Among other false reports propagated against Captain 
Sears, one. was, that "since "shutting up the Port of Boston, 
he, and his son-in-law, Mr. Paschal N. Smith, had loaded 
a vessel with Wheat, Flour, or other provisions, for tli^sup- 
ply of the King's Troops at Boston. The falsehood of 
this malicious report will sufficiently appear by the fojlow- 
ins Affidavit : - " '*'-r 
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City of New- York, ss. 

Personally appeared before me, Benjamin Blagge, one 
of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace, for the City and 
County of New-York, Isaac Stars and Paschal N Smith, 
of the said City, merchants, who, being severally sworn, 
depose and say, that since the shutting up of_the Port of 
Boston, neither'of thern have directly or indirectly, nor 
any other person for or under them, supplied, or caused to 
be supplied, the Army at Boston with any manner or kind 
of provisions whatsoever ; and that neither of them have 
received, nor in future expect to~receive, any kind of emol- 
ument or advantage, in any respect, from the Flour, Peas, 
and other provisions shipped jbr the use of , the Army. at 
Boston, since the shutting up of the said Port of Boston. 

.-- -_ .--[- -'-.'- -'-'. : Isaac Sea_RS. * 

* ' : '*- ' t Paschab N. Smith. 

Sworn this JJ.th of April, 1775, before me, 

.'.-,. . .. . ,- B. Blagge. 



arthur lee to james k1nsey, speaker of the. house 
"■'•'■■ ^' o'f assembly, 'new-jersey. 

. - >~ - Garden C6urt, Middle Temple, April i'7, 1775. . 

' ■ Sir : . Your letter, containing the Petition from the House 
of Representatives to the King, arrived here after Doctor 
Franklin had sailed., for Philadelphia. The Petition was 
therefore put into my hands to deliver to Lord Dartmouth. 
I accordingly gave it to his Lordship, informing him of 
these .circumstances, and of the wish of the House that it 
might be presented to. His Majesty. But his Lordship re- 
turned it to me this tn6rning, with a declaration, that as I 
was not authorised, by the House, he, as Secretary of State, 
could not receive it from me for the purpose I desired. To 
deliver it to the King, in, the common way, if I. were autho- 
rized s*o to do, would be _ ineffectual, Ijecaqse there is no 
Certainty of .his reading it ; and he never gives an answer 
but from the Throne, or through one of his Secretaries of 
State, The Petition will .therefore remain here, to wait 

.the further pleasure of the. House, They who know and 
lamerjt that Petitions for redress of grievances from the dif- 
ferent Assemblies have been repeatedly rejected, cannot 
but be persuaded, that the promise of their being now at- 
tended to is Qnly a Ministerial manoeuvre "to divide the 
Colonies, and draw off their attention to, and confidence in, 
that which is then- great shield and defence — unionin Gen- 
eral Congress. .Your Constitution was. so framed as, to 
mortify that hope. To. divide and to destroy, or to fix this 
merciless tyranny upon. us, is their only endeavour. But I 

, trust in God, that the wisdom and virtue of our country- 
men will continue to rgnder it ineffectual, and give us, at 
length, a happy issue out of all our troubles, by obtaining 
a full redress of grievances. ■-_-.. - 

I have the honour of being, Uc, Arthur Lee. 



GOTERNOUR TRUMBULL TO REV. ELEAZER WHEELOCK. ' 

Lebanon, April 17, 1775, 

Reverend Sir: On .the _7th instant, I received your 
letters of the 16th and "22d of March last, and return my 
thanks Jbf your intelligence. The ability and influence of 
Mr. Dean, to attach all the Six Nations to the interest of 
these Colonies, is justly to be considered as an instance of 
Divine favour for us, arid proper authority and; encourage- 
ment to him will undoubtedly be easily obtained for that 
purpose.' When he returns, it will be very acceptable to 
me to Mar the intelligence he brings. - 

If the; Indian scholars are called from you in a manner 
that shews a design' of hostilities, please to give the earliest 
intelligence of it. You may depend on my care to do 
nothing that may tend to injure you or your cause. Our 
safety consists in" the blessing of Heaven, a film adherence 
to our constitutional rights, and an union in religion and 
virtue ; in the pursuit and practice of these, we may hope 
for the relief of our distresses and redress bf grievances. 
It is the prayer of good men, that the Spirit of grace, as to 
its converting influences, may be poured out upon the peo- 
ple of this land. The late awful restraints of the Spirit are 
a terrible token of God's, righteous judgments. 

I arh, with Yrnich esteem and respect, reverend Sir, your 
obedient humble servant, Jonathan. Trumbull. 

Reverend L'eazer Wheelock. 



Boston, Monday, April 17, 1775, ' 

A, letter from Taunton, dated last Friday, mentions, 
" that on Monday, the 10th instant, parlies of Minute-Men, 
8ic., from every Townjn that County, with arms and am- 
munition, met at Freetown early that morning, in order to 
take Colonel Gilbert; but he had fled on board the Man- 
of-War at Newport. They then divided into parties, and 
took twenty-nine Tories who had signed enlistments and 
received arms in the Colonel's Company, to join the King's 
Troops; they also took thirty-five muskets, two case-bot- 
tles of powder, and a basket of bullets, all which they 
brought to Taunton the same afternoon, where the prisoii- 
ers were separately examined, eighteen of whom made 
such humble acknowledgments of" their past bad conduct, 
and solemn promises to behave better fox the future, they 
were dismissed; but the other eleven, being obstinate and 
insulting, a party was ordered to carry them to Simsbury 
Mines; but they were sufficiently Bumble before they had 
got. fourteen miles on their way thither; upon which they 
were brought back the next day, and after signing proper 
articles to behave better for the future,_ were escorted to 
Freetown. There were upwards of two thousand men em- 
bodied there last Monday." - - ' 



; TO THE INHABITANTS OF NEW-ENGLAND; GREETING. 

Men, Brethren, and Fathers : 

Is the time come, the fatal era commenced, for you to 
be deemed rebels, by the Parliament of. Great Britain! 
Rebels ! wherein ? Why, for "asserting that the rights of 
men, the rights of Englishmen belong to us ; that the King 
offireat Britain has pledged his Royal faith to protect us. 
in the enjoyment of all these rights of solemn compact as 
our King; For meeting in Congresses, andresolv'ing that no 
man, nor body^of men under .Heaven, has any just right to 
dispose oF our properties without our. consent ! . Then 
surely the time is come when we are loudly called upon to 
consider whether we will defend these our rights and pro- 
perties, or surrender them to Lord North and theTest of 
the reigning tyrannical British Ministry, and content our- 
selves for the future, riot only to "pay just such taxes as 
' Lord North and. his bribed tools in Parliament shall please 
to order to be laid upon us, but to be sold — we, our wives 
and children — as other slaves are ; and all our houses, lands, 
and fruits of our industry to be at the disposal of our.lordly ' 
masters ! But this you \vill not, you cannot submit to. 
Heaven forbid that we should be.so tame, so base, so un- 
like the sons of God, so much like the vassals of the Prince 
of Darkness ! Awake, therefore," and let us show ourselves 
men, and not asses ! Let lis all repent and turn" every one 
From his sins, his provocations against TJeaven, and, God 
Almighty will awake to our help as, in ancient time ; he 
will ride On the clouds in his excellency, and smite our 
enemies on their cheek-bone; divide their . counsels, and . 
turn their enterprises headlong, For he is mightier thai) the 
noise of many waters ; he brought our forefathers into this 
land, and made it to. them an asylum From oppression, ty- 
ranny, and persecution, and was. .for. wails and bulwarks 

- round about them; and had not the Lord been on their 
• side"," they would have been many a" time swallowed up 

quick. And he will he For wallsand bulwarks unto us, if 
we don't forsake him ; for it is our God who says, " Fear 
not, for I am with thee ; be not dismayed, for I am thy 
God ; I will help thee, I will ^strengthen thee, yea, I will 
uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness^" But 
as to our being in .a state of. open rebellion, "the Lord 
God of Gods, the Lord God of Gods, he knoweth," and 

- Great Britain shall know ; if it be in open rebellion against 
our rightful Sovereign, against the constitutional authority 
of the British Parliament, or thegoodand wholesome laws 
of our land, we have acted, and for which we are now de- 
clared to be in a state of opeft 'rebellion, "and in trans- 
gression against the Lord, let the Lord himself require it, 
and save us not this day !" ■---■■-■ - 

I am much mistaken if Lord North has not acted against 
his own life, and will not soon lose his own head, if not 
bring destruction oh the Kingdom of Great Britain, and 
King George the Third and His. family, by his late mea- 
sures in the British Parliament relative to our being de- 

- clared to be in a state of open rebellion ! Time .was, (an 
opportunity given. him,) by the Petition of the grand Con- 
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tinental Congress, to have saved all; -but I fear the time 
is now passed, especially if nothing "turns up sopn to pre- 
vent their sending over more forces, for the purpose of sub- 
duing us as_rebels. But subdue us to a subjection unto 
the supreme legislation and taxation authority of the Bri- 
tish Parliament oyer the Colonies without their consent, 
they will not, they shall not! Will it not be the proper 
dictate of wisdom, as the way, and only way left us of our 
preservation and safety, as soon as we see the sword of 
Great Britain drawn against us, to sacrifice every New- 
England Tory among us ; tp publish a manifesto with. 
promises of protection and rewards tp all pf the British 
Troops .that shall join in the cause of 'American liberty, 
and immediately cut off all such as intend _.to act as our 
enemies [and to send ambassadors to the Courts of Europe, 
with a declaration of all our Ports being opened to them 
for a free trade ? Johannes in Eremo. 

Saloip, Massachusetts, April IB, 1775. 

London, April 19, 1775. 
Though the whole body of the people might, with great 
facility, get into their power any Standing Army which 
Ministers may employ in destruction of our liberties, yet, 
by my advice," not a single Briton should be put to the 
sword, except in the field of battle, or by the divine law of 
retaliation. Besides, were we pot powerful enough within 
ourselves to effect tin's purpose, we may be assured that 
our own Mijitia, wholare the only constitutional Soldiers 
of this Realm, will not longer remain idle, or that they will, 
like hired ruffians, or mercenary troops, imbrue their hands 
in the blood, or sheathe their bayonets in the bosoms of 
their countrymen ; "for our Militia ought Jo be enrolled, 
and composed only of the Knights or landed gentry of the 
Country, and as such their respective Lord-Lieutenants 

-would not dare to send them upon any unconstitutional ser- 
vice, because, by the Norman Treaty, our Militia-men are 
enjoined to obey their Colonels, so far forth as ""eorum 

justa pracepta" shall extend, but hot a single hair's breadth 
farther; for they are guilty of treason against the Constitu- 
tion the. moment they pass the Rubicon. And here lies 
the great distinction between Militia-men and Regulars ; 
the former, at the hazard of their lives, are to execute no 
unjust, unnatural, unconstitutional orders ; the latter, even 
at the peril of their lives, must implicitly and unhesitating- 
ly obey every order they receive from their commanding 
officer, was it even to lay the whole City of London in 
ashes this very moment, or to rip open the bowels of every 
pregnant woman in the Kingdom, their own mothers not 
excepted. Happy, indeed, though our Mutiny Acts autho- 
rize the execution of every species of Herodian barbarity 
and Neronian cruelty, yet, as several clauses in those very 
Acts are most flagrant violations of the Norman Treaty, 
and shocking to human nature., they are, as I have frequent- 
ly observed, not law; consequently the King's Troops, as 
they are faithfully called, (for they are not the Troops of 
the King, but o.n the contrary the Troops of the Kingdom, 
and in the pay of the Kingdom, and of the Kingdom only,) 
would be highly justified were they, like true Englishmen, 
unanimously to lay down their arms, and absolutely refuse 
to fight against their countrymen, constitutionally assem- 
bled, either in the plains of Runnymede, or in the Town 
of Boston. Conscious of the rectitude and truism of this, 
position, our honest, brave English Soldiery, one and all, 
grounded their firelocks "on, Hounslow- Heath, nobly, and 
most" spiritedly refusing to obey the butcherly conrmahds 
of that pigmy of a tyrant, James the Second— a pigmy, I 
mean, compared to the colossal tyrants of the present day. 
Nor does this immortal precedent stand single in the his- 

• torick page, for the Troops of Cinna, in his fourth Consul- 
ship, when ordered by the Senate to embark for Dalmatia, 

' and give battle tp Sylla, most gloriously refused to go 
aboard, peremptorily insisting they would not be employed 
as barbarian ruffians or inhuman monsters, to slaughter 
their countrymen in cold blood ; and this, too, even though 
the Senate had previously' declared both Sylla and his 
forces enemies to Rome. To compel your; Army to obe- 
dience merely by the terrours of "punishment and Mutiny 
Acts of Parliament ; this is not to govern, but to domineer. 
This true and most excdlenr observation doubtless will 
have its proper weight with our whole Military, since it is 
the dictum of as great a General, and of as great an Em- 



pire as ever existed— I mean Caius Marius, who, though 
btjrn a plebian, and therefore regularly precluded from the 
Consulship i of Rome, yet, in consideration of .his signal 
courage, contempt of money, love of his Country, and un- 
paralleled knowledge of the whole theory Bnd practice _of 
war, was seven times successively elected Consul, an hon- 
our never conferred upon any Roman, either before or after 
his advancement to that superlatively imperial dignity. 

I have thus laid before you a true state, of the weakness 
and insignificancy of the Standing Army at present in 
Great Britain, not, indeed, out of any disrespect or dis- 
paragement to them, for I have a presentiment that the 
marching Regiments and Lighthorse will maturely consider 
they do not receive the King's pay, but that of the King- 
dom, and therefore, properly and strictly speaking, are in 
the actual service, not of the King, but o'f the Kingdom ; 
and that, consequently, whenever the popular State sha]l 
constitutionally and simultaneously rise up in arms, as our 
glorious ancestors did against the Kings John and James 
the Second, the Regulars have only this optional alterna- 
tive in law, namely, either to lay down their arms, as_ I 
have mentioned they did on Hounslow-IIeath, or take an. 
active part under the banners of the people. - . -; : 

This being the case, and seeing there is no. real danger 
in the present Standing Army, were, they even toact hos- 
tilely against the people constitutionally assembled, which 
cannot reasonably oe expected; and seeing that Lieutenant 
Colonel James Abercrombie, who is embarked with a pow- 
erful reinforcement for that Army, which is to destroy the 
liberties of America, hath actually carried oyer with him 
peremptory orders to disarm the people of Boston, which 
is'another most insolent, impudent violation of the Bill of 
Rights, (for by that treaty it is expressly and sacro-sanc- 
.tionally stipulated, that every Protestant subject shall al- 
ways carry arms for his defence.) What remains, then, for 
us, but instantly to put d stop to this rapid and all-deluging 
torrent of tyranny? What better advice, can there be, 
than immediately to convene a National Congress here in 
England, and take the field, as our ancestors did on the 
plains of Runnymede, and thus constitutionally and 
effectually assist our American brethren, whom tp desert 
in their present distresses, or even not. to assist to the ut- 
most of our abilities, would, in us, Be unpardonably unjust, 
superlatively iniquitous, and infamously ungrateful; for in 
fact they .are now fighting our battles. It is the glorious 
cause of liberty they are engaged in ; the common cause 
and common birthright of every Englishman. I. say the 
common birthright of every Englishman, for the liberty of 
an Englishman is an inheritance issuing out of his freehold 
land; and whether my freehold lies at Boston, In New- 
England, or at Boston, in Old England, it makes no 
difference, because by the same tyranny that I am forcibly 
disseized of my ancestral grant of land, which entailed with 
it a grant of liberty in one part of the British Empire, I 
may be'equally robbed pf it by the same lawless power of 
the sword in any other part of the British Dominions. 
Let us, then, here al home, my countrymen, never suffer 
so inestimable a grant to be tamely wrested from us; let 
us join our brother Americans in so just and glorious a 
cause, and, like our immortal exemplary ancestors, make 
that T£ing tremble on his throne who shall sacHTegiously 
dare to invade. the majesty of the Democraticlt State In 
the most essential of their rights, the free gift and grant 
of their money. Brecknock. -', 

', new-York committee. ".: 

New-York, April 17, 1775. 

The Sub-Committee appointed 27th March last, to State 
and Report an account, of the Sales, and of the Profits" 
which have arisen from th.e Goods, Wares, and Merchan- 
dise, disposed of under the direction of the GeneralCom- 
mittee, agreeable to the Tenth Article of the Association 
of the la'te Continental . Congress, do" make the following 
Report, viz.: ■"-■ * - ■;"--.''"•." 

Arrived, In the Ship Isabella, from JJublin, two boxes 
Linens, sold 9th December last, for the first cost and char- 
ges")- - - - - '--' - '-' - - >"- JoOs.Od.;. 
, In the Schooner Dolphin, Captain Waterman, from Ja- 
maica, 3d December last, thirty-five bags Pimento, sold for 
first cost and charges, »'-.-"-'-■-._ .T £OQs. 0d r - 

In the Sloop Polly, Captain Thompson, (torn Falmouth, 
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-3d December last, sundry Merchandise, sold for first cost 
and charges, --------- £0 Os. Od. ; 

In the Ship Sally, Captain Bruce, from Greenock, 15th 
December last, sundry Merchandise, which were sold and 
yielded a profit of - - - - -."-."- £26 Ms. Oct.; 

In Brig Rebecca, Captain Saunders, frpm. Madeira, 
sundry pipes of Wine, sold 23d December last, for first 
cost and charges, -.-,.-, -.. -. » - £0 Os. Od. ; 

In the Monvmia, from Greenock, sundry Merchandise, 
sold 29th December .last, yielded a profit of £1 Os. Od. ; 

Jn the Brig Freemason, Captain Sample, from Newry; 
2d January last, sundry Merchandise, sold 9th January, 
and yielded, a profit of - - - - . - £9 Os. 3d.'; 

In the Ship Sally, Captain B.agley, from Liverpool, 
..17th J)ecember last, saridry "merchandise, sold 22d Decem- 
ber , and yielded" a profit of - - - - £23 I4s, 4</,; " 

In Ship Lady Gage, Captain Mesnard, from London, 
sundry Merchandise, sold 16th and 20th December last, 
yielded a profit of -> -' - -" - '- £182 18s. Od.; 

In the Brig Fair Lady, from Bristol, 19th December, 
sundry Merchandise, sold 23d December, and yielded a 
profit of --------- - £29 12s, Ad.; 

In the Charming Peggy, from Cork, one hundred and 
seventy-five barrels of Beef and Pork, and thirty firkins 
of Butter, sold the 31st day of December, for first cost 
and charges, --------- £0 Os. Od. ; 

In the Ship Glasgow, Captain Craig, from Greenock; 
four bales Carpeting, and eighty tons of Coal, sold 10th 
January last, for, first cost and charges, - £0 Os. Od. ; 

In the Brig Friendship, Captain Bryson, from Jamai T 
ca, a qMntify of Pimento, sold for the first cost and char- 
ges, - - - - - - ,- - - - - £0 Os. Od. ; 

A trunk of .Calicoes imported from London, via Phil- 
adelphia, sold for first cost and charges, - ~ £0 Os. Od. ; 
. In the Bri»; Gvorge, Captain Colder, from Newcastle, 
a quantity of Coal and Cordage, sold, and yielded a pro- 
fit of - - --.-/.-, -" - - - £4 2s. 03.; 

In the Ship Jamaica, Capt. Jermyn, from London, sundry 
Merchandises, sold and yielded a profit of £l Is. 2c?.; 

In the Ship Lilly, Captain Cochran, from Greenock, 1st 
January last, sundry Merchandises, sold 6lh January, and 
yielded a profit of ------- £22 16s. Id; 

In the Brig Elliot, Capt. Pym, from" Liverpool, sundry 
Merchandise, sold, and yielded a profit of $10 9s. 3d. ; 

In the Ship Rockingham, from Newcastle, a quantity 
of Coal, Grindstones, and Bottles, sold 24th January last, 
for the first cost and charges, - - - - £o 0s. 0d; 

In the Ship Ifester, from Jamaica, a quantity of Pi- 
mento, sold the 12th day of December, for cost and char- . 
-ges,* - - - -- - ■"»■„_.- - - - £0 0s. Od. ; 

In. the Brig Patty, Captain Ashjield, from Madeira, In 
December last, sundry 'pipes and quarter casks of Wine, 
sold for irie first cost and charges, - - £0 0s. T)d. ; 

In the Ship Daniel, Captain Casey, from Liverpool, 

sundry Merchandise, sold January 7th, 1775, and yielded 

a profit of - - .- i t- - - "..-■" £35 6s. 2d. 

• '" - Profits,- - *- , £347 4s. Id, 

From the above state it appears, that the sum of £347 
4s. \d._ hath arisen upon the Goods, Wares, and Mer- 
chandise disposed of under the .direction of the General 
Committee, agreeable to the Tenth. Article of the Associa- 
tion, "to be applied towards relieving and employing such 
poor inhabitants of the Town of Boston as are. imme- 
diately sufferers by the. Boston Port Bill. 

. Abraham Brasher, 

,^_, . ' . Jeremiah Platt, 

. V ; ..." ;""■ '■."-":■■■-'■ Peter T. Curtentus. 

- : /-J ';-»- Committee-Chamber, New. York, April 19., 1775. " 

- Ordered, That the above state be published in the 
Newspapers "of Mr. Holt and Mr. Gaine, and that Mr. 
Curtenius be directed to remit the amount in produce to 
Boston,.. By order of the Committee: 

"i~ ""'.-." " ."' Fra. Lewis, Chairman pro < lem.. 



Transports for Boston; the vessels had sailed to the sev- 
eral Ports in Great Britain and Ireland; twelve sail of 
Frigates are ordered to accompany them ; the Transports 
and Royal Ships have twelve months provisions and stores 
on board. Be assured this Colony will be blessed with 
every possible mark of Royal favour tliat can be shown it. 
The armament coming out is to en fore the intentions of 
Government, in case the four New-England Provinces 
should refuse the Conciliatory Bill, as intimated by Lord 
North's .motion. 

EXTRACT OF ANOTHER LETTER' OF TITE SJUTE DATE. 

This morning the Snow Sir William Johnson, Captain 
Dean, arrived here from London, but last from the Downs, 
in thirty-one days ; the intelligence he brings is not so 
agreeable as could be wished ; the papers are as late as the 
5t.li of March. Captain. Dean says, that sixfeen Men-of- 
War and ninety-five Transports were certainly coming out 
to America ; he lay among them at Spithead ; that terms 
would be first offered, that is, that each Government should 
annually raise a certain sum for the support of the. Fleet 
and Army of Great Britain; that, complied with in our 
own way, an amicable accommodation would soon follow. 

A nobleman is ordered out for this. place, in order to 
bring about a pacification I hope. 



EXTRACT OTf" A LETTER FROM NE.W-YORK TO A GENTLE- 
". MAN "IN PHILADELPHIA, PATE1} APRIL 19, 1775 

Last night arrived Captain Dean, who left London the 
5\\i2j\i[J$£qrt Point the 1 8th of J\larch, and tells us that 
eleven Regiments are to be embarked on board .ninety -five 



COMMITTEE OF NEW-TORK TO THE PROVINCIAL "CONGRESS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

.; New- York, April 19, 1775. 
Gentlemen: The following very interesting accounts 
were this day received by the Snow General Johnson, Cap- 
tain Dean, in thirty-one days from England. The writer 
is a person of undoubted veracity and has the best means 
of intelligence, who may be depended on, having for these 
twelve months always furnished the most certain advice df 
the Ministers' designs, &c. In consideration of which, and 
the. present posture of affairs in America in general, but 
more particularly on account of the situation of your Prov- 
ince, and the consequences to which it is more immedi- 
ately liable, it is thought an indispensable duty to give you 
this late advice. It is unfeigned!)' wished tjat you "may 
improve it to your own safety, as well as to the advantages 
of the whole Continent. We have the honour to b.e, with 
great respect, your obedient servants, .,.'.' 

Henry Remsen, Deputy Chairman. . 

" EXTRACTS OF LETTERS, &C. 

" London, February 94, 1775. 

"Providence seems to have placed me here. in order to 
give you the earliest intelligence of the. most, interesting 
affairs relative to the Colonies. . - ; 

" To my great astonishment, I have now before me an 
Act for blocking up the other Colonies, and another called 
the Black Act, to prevent the Fisheries. The whole Na- 
tion seems to be deeply affected at such an enormous 
crime; "which is supposed to be done at the requesfof the 
King and his creatures. God forbid that. jou should be 
intimidated at this iniquitous law, which is calculated to 
ruin what was a mutual benefit to you 'and us, This must 
convince you what you are to exp'ect, if you' submit to. the 
most shocking set of men that England can produce.. You 
now see their humanity.. Rouse up, then, frith a just in- 
dignation, and exercise your Militia.. Watch your GoveT- 
nour and Council. The new Assembly is to be composed 
of such creatures as will give up the. people's rights, and 
join in the most horrid plot against. them. What a melan- 
choly reflection, that the riches and trade o.f a great Na- 
tion should be abused, and turned tothe destruction of 
themselves and the Colonies! In short," the King is de- 
termined to be as absolute as the French King; and with' 
the most obstinate head and bad heart, has" set himself 
against the people, whom he will not see, keeping himself 
retired from his subjects in pride and ignorance. He has 
discarded men of veracity from all places of profit, and 
filled their offices with a "set of the most abandoned. villains • 
on earth. These are they who advised him to. break his 
oath with the people, for. which .they are despised by the 
Nation. If you hold out a few months, England will rise 
and do you justice, as - well as relieve the'rriselves from those 
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accursed tyrants who want to corrupt you and deprive you 
of both liberty and property. There are two hundred and 
eighty-five Members of Parliament, who are all paid with 
tlie people's money" to vote whatever Lord North proposes, 
and he has his lesson from eight more who compose a club, 
that meets in the most private manner in the night at Mrs. 
Keen's, near the Palace, where they have a box, which 
contains the papers that pass between His Majesty and 
them. The King overlooks the schemes, and corrects 
them; as well as gives orders how to proceed for the fu- 
ture. Hutchinson is consulted, and to the shame of Go- 
vernours Coldcn, Penn, and Martin, who have written such 
letters to Lord Dartmouth, that the King has appointed 
them to meet at New-York, in order to join with your 
other lying spirits in betraying the Colonies : to complete 
which "villany Lord North has made a motion in Parlia- 
ment, as if he intended to promote peace with the. Colo- 
nies ; but it is to deceive them, and the people of England 
too. It is intended to defeat the salutary advice of the 
Congress, which does credit to British America. Set .the 
Press immediately to work, and publish to the world the 
wicked designs of the King and his Counsellors, that you 
despise their slavish schemes, and are determined to pre- 
serve your laws and religion. Encourage the brave 
people of Massachusetts-Bay to act. worthy of their noble 
ancestors,! I have' the pleasure to assure you, that the 
noble Lords with whom. I have conversed, all join 3 r ou in 
contempt of the junto here. You are desired to let the. 
Colonies know that there Is a deep plot formed to divide 
.them and deceive the people into a compliance. But tell 
the.in that you want not their trade nor protection at the 
expense of your liberty. You'll see by the papers the 
treatment Lord Chatham's plan met with. Those Lords 
who advised the King to declare you rebels, and apprehend 
Messrs. Hancock, Adams, fee, &ic, have gone so far as 
to say that Chatham shall fall a sacrifice to their designs, 
&c. I know there is publick virtue among you ; I know 
your fondness for England will not let you believe the 
wcked designs that are meditating against you ; but I do 
now, in the presence of God, warn you that the King has 
no good intentions toward you, but what you oblige him by 
your own wisdom and virtue to have. Take care of your- 
selves, and. act as. the -wise and brave have done in all ages 
when p oppressed by tyrants. Resist unto blood all who attempt 
to betray you. The Parliament have registered Colden's 
and Penn's letters ; look to them, and see for yourselves. 
Believe the Court your worst enemies. Be much on your 
guard. Yesterday Doctor Fothergill apd Mr. Barclay 
were so pressed in spirit that they went to see Lord North, 
and told him that the Bill for prohibiting the Fisheries Was 
so horrid and inhuman that the whole Nation would rise 
and oppose it ; and that if it did pass into a. law, it would 
be a scandal to humanity, and, perhaps, occasion a revolt. 
They plead two hours with him, but to no purpose." The 
Bill is to be. read a third time on Tuesday ; so that in five 
days this horrid Bill passes into a law without any further 
consideration, Oh, America I Oh, England ! The 
Ministry, in order to quiet the mob, ordered an inflamma- 
tory pamphlet to be burnt at Guildhall, which drew off 
the people while the Bill passed in Parliament, &c. A 
. report is sent into the City that the Transports are stopped. 
This. is to quiet the Merchants; but the Officers are gone" 
down in private coaches of other people, and America is 
to be divided and driven into compliance before England 
is apprized of it; Lord North has just given out that he will 
resign, and at the same time says, that he fears nothing . 
from. 'the. people, unless it be the breaking of his coach 
doors, or some such trifle ; no resistance of importance 
from the City, only a clamour, which he has often expe- 
rienced. He expects that this manoeuvre will quiet the 
people on both sides of the water. 
- ". Goods are shipped in the Transports with the Officers' 
Baggage, marked Rex y and under the protection of the 
King's Troops,, who are to land them and protect the trade,, 
&C. North-Carolina is to be a .store-house, it is said. 
Support the Committee, and watch the Officers of the 
Customs, &c. Your friends are afraid that you will be 
surprised into a. compliance., The offers of peace were 
only to raise the Stocks, which had fallen ; they are four 
per cent, higher on account of the report. The Council 
sat up all nighty in order; to find out ways and rgeans to. 



conquer Virginia and procure Tobacco; great offers 
will be. made to those, who will raise it, &tc. Men of 
.large fortunes are afraid to oppose Government, lest the 
Bank should fail, which is said to be in danger. The in- 
terest on the year '74 is not paid. Many of the people 
are your most hearty friends, but the King is your greatest 
enemy. Be not deceived by his low cunning ; act wisely, 
and the wicked and cursed, plot will break on trie heads of 
those who want to destroy you. The King is bis own 
Secretary; he gets up at six o'clock every morning, sends 
off his box with remarks on a bit of paper tied round each 
order; four of the ablest lawyers are constantly with him, 
whose business it is to advise and search for precedents, to 
screen his head and throw the blame on the Parliament. 
Two millions have been squandered in bribery and corrup- 
tion. The Crown has nothing to fear but the hunger of 
the poor. A steady adherence to the proceedings of the 
Congress will, save England and America. , Beware of 
Governqur Penn, who has had offers made him to comply 
with the designs of the Court. Send this to Boston im- 
mediately. Mr. Hancock's lands are already divided among 
the Officers, &c. Lord Dartmouth is your bitter enemy, 
and. determined to.destroy the liberties of America,. Lord 
Chatham, Lord Camden, the Duke of Richmond, and all 
the wise wish that you may attend to the advice of the 
Congress." ........ 

Extract from a different person, dated March 2d :— w - 

" Part of the Troops now ordered for embarkation here 
and Ireland, are to rendezvous at New- Yorlf, to make it 
a place of Arms, securing the defection of that Province 
from the general alliance in the cause of freedom and'every' 
thing that is dear toman; and to prevent the communication 
between Virginia, Maryland, and the other. Southern Co- 
lonies, with New-England, when General Gage, with such 
assistance as he may get from New-York, is to subdue 
these Colonies by a Garrison-Tpwn and place of Arms, 
with the assistance of Quebeck, to rule vv,itb a rod of iron 
all the sZaucs. of America.^ Without. the concurrence of 
New-York this scheme can never. be carried into execu- 
tion, of which every gentlernan and man of knowledge in 
this Kingdom is fully convinced ;.therefore, on. your vjrtue, 
in a great measure, it depends whether. America shall be 
free, or be reduced to the most abject and oppressive ser- 
vitude, worse than that of Egyptian bondage ; ivr which 
you must inevitably be involved," if you lend your aid to en- 
slave your brethren in the other Colonies. I. have Jo in- 
form you that the Bill. for preventing the four Colonies of 
New-England from" Fishing, getting Provisions from the 
other Colonies, or carrying on any Commerce whatever 
to any part of the world except Great Britain, Ireland, 
or the British West-Indies, will finally pass the House, of 
Commons to-morrow, and is to take place the first of next 
July. You may also depend that in a few days another 
Bill will be brought in to prohibit any of the other Colo- 
nies from carrying on any Trade whatever with each other, 
or tp any other part of the world, except to Great Britain, 
Ireland, or the British West-Indies, which will probably 
take place." in July also; therefore you will act accord- 
ingly, and let this be publickly known." 

Extract of another 'Letter, dqted~LoKT>on, March 1 : 
"The measures of the Ministry will, I hope, do more 
towards uniting the Colonies, than ' any efforts of America 
itself. You wi]l easily perceive their wicked intentions to 
divide, as well as their designs after. that hoped-for division. 
They have high hopes of success from the last accounts 
from New-York. 1 trust the people of that Province will 
soon displace those rascally and treacherous Tories in yotir 
Assembly, who dare thus negatively encourage the system 
of despotism now adopted for your Government. The 
wisdom of the Congress and the firmness of the people 
give the strongest assurances of future conduct. Several 
names are made use' of here as authorities to warrant the 
defection : of America. (I can give you such as I have 
heard; their conduct will best determine whether the idea 

is well founded : The De ys, J. . . . . ., W . . . ., Smith, 

J G.....y,J....R , &c, &c. They most 

assuredly correspond with some ministerial people here, 
and though great care is taken to conceal, yet the men are. 
too evidently marked to be totally unknown.) Pray print 
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this short hint for the observation of the honest men among 
you. "Tneed not attempt to expose the baseness or folly 
of the present men in office, for they take care to do it 
themselves." 

The foregoing were at first intended only to be commu- 
nicated to the inhabitants of Massachusetts-Bay, Uc. But 
on more consideration it was judged best toinform those of 
Connecticut also, leaving them to forward the accounts to 
Concord with the. utmost despatch. 

Henry Remsen, Deputy Chairman. 



traders, as to withdraw .their custom from them, and even 
prevented boatmen from carrying up goods which have not 
got a clearance from them. 



TO THE RESPECTABLE PtJBLlCK. 

New- York, April 19, 1775. ' 
When the character of a fellow-citizen is basely traduced, 
his injuries become a common cause, in defence of which, 
every virtuous member' of society will be an advocate. 
The nreignificance of some enemies, indeed, secures them 
from resentment ; and while they confine their calumny 
within the sphere wherein they are known, contempt is the 
only proper return for their malice. But when they make 
a publick newspaper the vehicle of their scandal, a more 
formal defence becomes necessary. 

In Mr. Holt's paper of the 13th instant, are published 
the proceedings of a set of people, assembled at the Liberty 
Pole, on Thursday, the 6th instant, in which is contained 
a declaration, that "Messrs. William and Henry Ustick are 
inveterate foes to American freedom." This, it seems, 
■passed almost unanimously, upon the motion 'of a certain 
person, wbo is not named, to a Chairman, likewise not 
named. _ This concealment would entitle these little pa- 
triots to some credit for ..their modesty, if they had not 
known that the publication of their names would, have de- 
feated their malice ; the gratification of which, it seems, 
they have preferred, to the pride of seeing themselves in 
print, They have, however, artfully engrafted in their pro- 
ceedings, an advertisement, subscribed by the Chairman of 
the Committee, from which the inattentive reader would be 
led to conclude, that they were the proceedings of that 
body ; which, however, was not the fact. 

The peace and orderly state of the Town having given 
great offenge to. this little set of heroes, they made, various 
efforts to rouse the citizens into action; and the Messrs. 
Usticlcs were to be the victims of their little rage. Several 
attempts to collect the Town together^, failed ; though on 
every such occasion, they resolved that their meetings had 
been very useful, and the glorious means of defeating the 
Tories. 

Tt was reserved, however, for the meeting at the Liberty' 
Pole 'to strike the important blow, and the actors were 
worthy of the farce, whose names shall be held up to the 
publjck in some, future paper. 

Although the Jlsticksjixe confident that this City will never 
suffer the rule and government of it to be committed into 
such hands, and that they never will submit to the inqui- 
sition they would establish here, yet they are. actuated by a 
very, sine.ej'e" desire of retaining the good opinion of every 
friend to liberty. They are bold to say, that the charge 
against them of their being foes to freedom, is false; and 
as they have not transgressed any of the laws of their 
Country, so neither have they violated any part of the As- 
sociation of the Congress, Upon what principles then are 
they to be held up to the respectable publick, by these 
paltry sons of mischief, as enemies to their Country ? Must 
they be deprived of the exercise of the trade, by which 
they earn their bread? Must they be' precluded from the 
benefits of a manufactory which they have carried on 
under so many difficulties and discouragements, and which 
will be so extremely useful to the Country? Why was not a 
clamour raised when a certain person shipped such, quan- 
tities of Flour to the Army ? For if 'they must be con- 
sidered as enemies, surely the be.st way would be. to starve 
them at once, and thereby prevent them most effectually 
from doing mischief. No, my fellow-citizens, this is .but 
the pretended reason.. The true motive is to make every 
trader, but the chosen few, odious to the people in the 
Country, and thereby to engross the whole custom to them- 
selves. Upon this principle it is, that by stigmatizing a 
number of/worthy friends of liberty with the name of To- 
ries, these restless people have.so far deluded many Country 



Now- York, April 19, 1775. 

Mr. Rivington : Be pleased to insert the following in 
your Paper, and if any person conceives himself injured 
by any thing contained in it, the facts shall be publicity 
proved by the most unexceptionable evidence. 
" That the tranquillity of this City and Province has long 
given great umbrage to a - set of folks among us, must have 
be.en" evident from the frequent buzzings of these little ' 
harmless insects, who have at length made a feeble essay 
to. sting" as well as make a noise. "Sensible that in a calm 
they must grovel in the dirt, they have tried to raise a storm, 
by wbich they hope to be elevated into notice. 

On Wednesday, the 5th instant, the Committee of In- 
spection published an advertisement, in which they declare, 
with respect to. Nails, " That though the manufactures 
which have, been since (the last non-importation) estab- 
lished, will supply more than sufficient for our own con- 
sumption, we apprehend it would be imprudent thus rashly 
to part with what we have in store ;' especially as this sud- 
den exportation has given just grounds for sufficient alarm." 

No sooner did this notice appear in publick, than a cer- 
tain set, in consequence of it, (the direction being to the 
respectable .inhabitants,) assembled first at PhMips's'Beev- 
house, next atJBardin's, then at the Liberty Pole, and 
lastly, at Van Her Water's ; at which several meetings 
(tremble, Lord North, and be dismayed, ye Tories!) Mr. 
Marinus Willet, and Mr. John Lamb, were Chairmen." 
- Having despatched the poor Usticlcs, by a vote that they 
were foesjo their Country, entered into upon the motion 
of Mr. James Airier, -a new and important subject' arose 
for debate. It was suggested that Mr. Ralph Thurman 
had been employed in packing Straw, and Mr. Robert 
Harding, in "purchasing Boards, to be sent to Boston. 
This was a heinous crime ; and a Committee was ordered, 
from the body assembled oh the — . instant, to wait on those 
two traitors to their "Country. Mr. Harding was out, so 
that he was" spared for that night ; but, unfortunately, his 
daughter was at home, and, terrified at the formidable ap- 
pearance, fell into fits. - This, however, was a trifling con- 
sideration ..to men engaged in the cause" of liberty. Mr. 
Thurman, it seems, was so obstinate, and such an invete- 
rate foe to his Country, that he presumed to call in ques- 
tion the power of this body to interfere with his private, 
affairs. Unpardonable impudence!. . - 

At. this meeting, which was duly notified, very few at- 
tended; but although Captain Sears complained that he 
was deserted while he was engaged in the grand cause, yet 
'tis evident that fortune conspired Jo make his glory the 
more conspicuous, as if determined that .none should de- 
prive him of the honour of a motion he made, which was, 
that " every man should provide himself with four-and- 
twenty rounds." ~ .' 

Another meeting, however, was, by adjournment, fixed 
upon for Saturday, the 15th instant, at the Liberty Pole. 
Meanwhile, complaint being made of these proceedings, as 
disorderly and a breach of law, the Magistrates issued a 
warrant against Captain Scars ; ho was apprehended and 
carried before the Mayor. Bail was demanded, but this 
being a violation of liberty, was "refused. A mittimus was" 
therefore issued, and the illustrious prisoner carried towards 
the Jail. But this._was the height of arbitrary power ; 
the very quintessence of toryism ;and as it would doubt- 
less have given Lord North great pleasure, it was riot to be 
endured ; the Captain was therefore set at liberty from the 
ofiicers'of justice, and led in triumph through the Town. 

Accompanied by a number of his friends, with colours 
flying, the Captain proceeded through the Fly, Walt-street , 
and Broadway, to the Liberty Pole. Among those who 
were near him, were Mr. lvers, Mr. Alner, Mr, Richard 
Livingston, and Mr. Roorbach. . ■ , ^ ; . 

At six o'clock, the Captain, attended with a large crowd, 
mounted a rostrum prepared for him in the. Fields, from 
whence, like the Devil in Milton, " By merit, raised to that 
bad eminence," he opened the business by a circumstantial 
recapitulation of facts, of which his" own tnerjt, the good 
he. had done, and the evils he had averted, made a con- 
siderable part. At length, the following question \vas put : 
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■" Whether a Son of Liberty ought to give bail or not?" 
which was carried in the negative. This occasioned three " 
huzzas, in which Captain Alexander McDougall, vvho was 
near Captain Sears, bore no small part. It should not be 
omitted, that when Captain Scars had done, Mr, Pardon 
Burlingham mounted the stage, and harangued the people, 
and recommended going to the delinquents for satisfaction. 

From the Fields they repaired to Thurman's and Hard- 
ing*, and endeavoured to extort confessions from them that 
they had done wrong, and to prevail on them to ask pardon. 
These gentlemen refused both ; insisting, that as they had 
been guilty of no violation of any law, agreement, or asso- 
ciation, they would sooner die than ask pardon. 

For fear of being too prolix, I shall omit the exploit to 
Turtle-Bay, the march to the Transport, in the Norths 
River, in conse.quence of which she was cut off from the 
wharf, and the huzzaing through the town, and cry of no 
boards ! at the Albany Pier, which being on the evening 
of Captain Lawrence's arrival, doubtless proceeded from 
their joy on the good tidings he brought, and is a mark of 
their gratitude, and a proof that they are actuated by no- 
thing but "the pure dictates of liberty.* 

The above contains a narrative of the transactions which 
have "disturbed the Town for a fortnight past, and which I 
desire, Mr. Rivington, you will not omit inserting in your 
paper ; for while the most seditious and inflammatory pa- 
pers are daily published, tending to alienate the minds of 
the people from our gracious King, (one of which is now 
circulating about the City, and read with avidity by those 
who have proscribed your paper, because some of your cor- 
respondents presume to think and write for themselves,) a 
customer claims it as a right to hold up these matters to the . 
publick. While we are determined to contend against the 
tyranny of the British Parliament and Ministry, let us not 
establish the sway of a mob, which includes despotism, the 
most cruel and severe of all others. Many fellow-citizens 
have been deluded by the cry of liberty, which has been 
held up to them as the reason for these violences. They 
are now undeceived; but so daring a violation of the good 
order and police of the City, so flagitious an insult on Ma- 
gistracy, and contempt of the laws,-ought not to be passed 
over with impunity ; for let us remember, that.the restraints 
of the law are the. security of liberty. . ' 

Anti-Licentiousness. 



REVEREND SAMUEL AUCHMUTY TO CAPTAIN MONTRESOR, 
CHIEF-ENGINEER IN GEN. GAGE'S ARMY AT BOSTON. _ 

New- York, April 19, 1775. 

Mr dear Sir : Yesterday Captain Coupar arrived from 
London; Rivington, I conclude, will have all the news in 
his paper, but for fear you should not get his paper in 
time, I send you some extracts from a letter I received 
from undoubted authority, which rnay be depended upon. 
It is dated London, March 4th, 1775. 

" I congratulate you heartily on the spirited and prudent 
conduct of your Assembly. Their proceedings, are uni- 
versally applauded by the people of this Country. Envy 
dares not lisp against them, and Faction hides its face with 
shameful disappointment. Pursue the same path, and your 
Provinces will be honoured with every mark of distinction 
from this Country. His Majesty "is" already disposed to 
grant you every honourable favour that can be proposed. 
I am happy that the Clergy under your direction have con- 
ducted themselves so prudently and successfully, and hope 
that the Chu rcn > f° r the labour of her sons, will not be 
forgotten. " ,. . 

" The Resolution suggested by Lord North will, I flat- 
ter myself, have a happy effect at New- York. It pro- 
poses to the Colonies all they can reasonably ask. They 
desired to be taxed 1 by their own Representatives ; it will 
be granted them. Leaye it to our Assemblies (they said) 
and we will sufficiently tax ourselves, and contribute to the 
common expenses. The Parliament accepts the' promises, 
and invites them by this Resolution to propose what they 
will give and grant for the necessary contingencies of the 

* The Packet Earl of Dunmore, Captain Lmcrence, arrived at New- 
York on Tuesday, April 11,1775. By thia Vessel was received .the 
London Gazette of February 11, containing the Address of the two 
Houses of Parliament to the King, adopted on the 7th, and presented 
to the King on the 9ili of February. 



State, and their own Civil Establishment. While they 
fulfd. their engagements, Parliament will not interfere to 
tax them ; when they refuse to bear a part in supporting 
the common burthen, the supreme Legislature will compel 
the delinquent Colony to its duty. Thus every reasona- 
ble indulgence is offered to you, and every necessary power 
reserved to Parliament. If you reject this proposition of 
peace and reconciliation, the Nation will be convinced that 
you are determined to agree on no terms of accommodation. 

" The Armament which will speedily embark for Boston 
will convince the refractory among you, that this Nation will 
not be trifled with. It is uncertain who will be your Gov- 
ernour, the King being resolved to appoint one himself ; 
Governour Martin of North- Carolina is talked of," 

Thus I have_ given you all the news that I at present 
know, which may be depended upon. Coupar says, that 
thirty-odd sail of Transports sailed for Ireland the same 
day with him, and that many more Transports were taken 
up daily, This is terrible news, for my poor distressed, 
oppressed, injured countrymen. I must own I was born 
among the saints and rebels, but it was my misfortune. 
Where are your Congresses "now ? 'What say Hancock, 
Adams, and all their rebellious followers ? Are they still 
bold? I trow not. .:.' r 

We have lately been plagued with a rascally Whig mob 
here; but they haVe effected nothing, only Sears, the King, 
was rescued at the Jail door. He vyas ordered there by 
the Magistrates upon his refusing to give bail for being 
guilty pf misdemeanors, &tc. Our Magistrates have not 
the spirit of a louse ; however, 1 prognosticate it will not 
be. long before he is handled by authority. 

I am, Sic. Samuel Auchmuty.* 

* Salem, Mass., May 18, 1775. — From" such servile wretches as the 
author of the above letter, do the British Administration receive infor- 
mations relative .to the state, of America; and by such informations do 
they govern their conduct with respect to it ; no wonder then that they 
discover so much folly, imbecility, and irresolution in-ftll their mea- 
sures. 

His zeal for the Church had, it seems, influenced thepast conduct 
of tills would-be right reverend author an4 some of his Tory brethren 
of the Clergy in the Province of New-York. In order to engage their 
further labours in this good cause, his correspondent in England en- 
courages him and them to hope for the recompense of reward ; that 
they should soon receive an ample retribution for all their toil ,and.„ 
labour in the service of the Ministry. These are the baits held out. 
to the tools of power, and these are sufficient to induce .some among ' 
us to sacrifice the liberty of this Country, and, to rejoice with infernal 
Satisfaction at seeing the land which gave them birth stained with the 
blood of its slaughtered inhabitants. . ■■".■- - ... 

The correspondent of this Reverend gentleman talks mucli of the 
conciliating proposal made by Lord North, and asserts that the Colo- 
nists will be universally condemned it' they do not comply with It ; but 
the least observation must convince us that this proposal was no other 
than a flimsy State trick of this wise HJInister, and did "not, in reality, 
remove any grievance of which the Americans complained. According 
to this proposal the Parliament of Great Britain is to demand a cer- 
tain sum in bulk of the Continent of America, but each Assembly is 
to have the power of adjusting the partTcular method in which its pro- 
portion shall be raised ; but if it refuses to pay as much as the Parlia- 
ment demands or shall demand, it is to be dragooned into obedience ; 
all the liberty allowed to the Colonies is (o determine how they will 
raise the sum taxed, without allowing them the liberty of judging 
whetljer they ought to be taxed or rio ; so that the power of taxation 
remains virtually and truly in the British ^Parliament still, and the 
Colonies are only flattered with an appearance of freedom. The pro- 
posal was designed as a bait to draw off our friends in Great^ Britain, 
and to dissolve the union of America; -but it is seen through by hoth, 
and will most assuredly be treated by them with the. confempt it 
deserves. _ - ■_ 

What must be trie heart of the man who can jest, as doth tbis;exe- 
crable Clergyman, with the miseries of his Country, and can exult at 
the thought of its being drenched in blood : the prospect of the. arrival 
of Troops to answer this purpose afFords = him matter of triumph, This 
is a Tory Clergyman ; to such men as tfacso, our cguritrymen, (if we 
prevent them not by our own valorous exertions,) rrriret "we pay tithes 
of all that we possess ; to such men as these must w«r becorne liewors 
of wood and drawers of water ! Who can endure even the distant idea 
of such a state ? what then must it, be to tool, and to groan uncjer it i 

It hath been the misfortune of this Province to produce many such 
vermin as the. author of this letter, many who have acted, the part of 
parricides to their Country, and whp would sacrifice that, together with 
their consciences'; to their ambition and avarice; but we may comfort 
ourselves with the reflection, that it hath produced a long fisTof patriots, 
who are now straining every nerve to secure her freedom, and who will 
sacrifice their lives rather than that the schemes of sucE traitors as the 
author of this letter should succeed. . i. " _ " 

The ever-memorable nineteenth of April gave an answar to the 
questions so often asked by the enemies of American freedom, and 
among the rest by this little tool of power : what think ye of the Con- 
gress now ? That day showed the efficacy of the Resolutions of that 
illustrious body, and evidenced that Americans would rather die than 
live slaves ! A Hancock and an Adams, with the other patriots, 
whose names will be handed down," with everlasting honour, to pos- 
terity, Btill retain their invincible firmness ; and in despite of British 
Fleets and Armies, under the assured protection of their God, will 
secure the freedom arid happiness of America, - - 
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NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL CONVENTION. 
Minutes of the Provincial Convention of New-York. 

City of New-York, April, 20, 1775. 

The Deputies hereinafter named, from the following 
Counties, assembled at the Exchange in this City, for the 
purpose of forming a Provincial Convention, viz : 

City and County or New- York. — Philip Livingston, 
Esquire, John Alsop, Esquire, James Duane, Esquire, 
John Jay, Esquire, Colonel Leonard Lispenard, Mr. 
Francis Lewis, Mr. Abraham Walton, Mr. Isaac Roo- 
sevelt, Mr. Alexander McDougall, and Mr. Abraham 
Brasher. 

City and County or Albany. — Colonel Philip Schuy- 
ler, Colonel Abraham Ten Broeck, and Abraham 
Yates, Junior, Esquire. 

Ulster County.— Charles De Witt, George Clinton, 
and Levy Pawling, Esquires. 

Orange County. — Colonel A. Hawkes Hay, Henry 
Wisner, Esquire, John Herring, Esquire, Mr. Peter 
Clowes, and Mr, Israel Seely. 

Westchester County. — Colonel Lewis Morris, John 
Thomas, -Junior, Esquire, Robert Graham, Esquire, 
Major Philip Van Cortlandt, Samuel Drake, Esquire, 
and Mr. Stephen Ward. 
■ Dutchess County. — Colonel Morris Graham, Major 
Robert R. Livingston, Junior, and Egbert Benson, 
. Esquire. . 

King's County.— Simon Boerum, Esqaire, Captain Rich- 
ard Stillwell, Mr. Theodorus Polhemus, Mr. Denice 
Denice, and Mr. John Vanderbilt. • 

Suffolk County.-— Colonel William Floyd, Colonel Na- 
■ ihaniel WoodhuM, Colonel Phineas Fanning, Tfiomas 
Tredwell, Esquire,~and John Sloss Hpbart, Esquire. 

New-Town and Flushing, in Queen's County. — Col- 
onel Jacoh Blackwell and Mr. John Talman. 

The Convention unanimously chose Philip Livingston, 
Esquire, to be their President. 

Ordered, That the sense of this_ Convention, upon every 
question, be taken and determined by the majority of the 
votes of the Counties here represented. 

That the votes of the City and County of New-York be 
considered as four; the City and County of Albany as 
three; and that of each of the other Counties, respective- 
ly, as two; and that this arrangement shall not, upon any 
future occasion, be drawn into precedent. 

The Copventi6n then unanimously elected John Mc- 
Kesson, Esquire, to be their Secretary. 

The Deputies of the City and County of New-York 
produced the poll-lists taken the fifteenth day of March 
lastj in each Ward of the said City, certified under'the 
hands of the Vestrymen of the respective Wards, and 
others before whom they were taken, by which if appears 
that Philip Livingston, John Alsop, James Duane, John 
Jay, Leonard Lispenard, Esquires, Messrs. Francis Lewis, 
Abraham Walton, Isaac Roosevelt, Alexander McDougall, 
and Abraham Brasher, all now present, together with Mr. 
IsajacLjLw, who Is not present, were elected by a very 
great majority of voices to be the Deputies of the said City" 
and. County of Netv- York, for the sole purpose of appoint- 
ing Delegates to attend the next Continental Congress, to 
meet at Philadelphia, on the 10th day of May next. 

Colonel Philip Schuyler, Colonel Abraham Ten Broeck, 
and Abraham Yates, Junior, Esquire, produced a Certifi- 
cate subscribed by John N. Blcecker, Clerk of the Com- 
mittee, of Correspondence for the City and County of Al- 
bany, certifying that they, together with Colonel Peter R. 
Livingston and Walter Livingston, .Esquire, were unani- 
mously, elected by the said Committee, (which Committee 
was expiessly empowered for that purpose,) as Deputies 
for the City and County of Albany, to attend the Provin- 
cial .Convention to be held in the City of Neiu- York on 
this day, for the purpose of choosing Delegates to repre- 
sent this.. Colony in the next Continental Congress, to meet 
at Philadelphia, on the 10th day of May next, which Cer- 
tificate bears date at Albany on the twenty-first day of 
Mntch last past ; and being read and accepted, is filed with 
the Secretary. - 

. Charles De Witt, George Clinton, and Levy Pawling, 
Esquires, produced a Certificate bearing date the seventh 



day of April instant, subscribed by Colonel Johannes Har- 
denbergh, Chairman or President of all the Committees of 
the respective Towns and Precincts in Ulster County, 
' (except the Towns of Rochester and Mamacoting) which 
several Committees were therein named, and declared to 
haye been elected and appointed to meet, nominate, and 
appoint Deputies for the said County, to serve in Provin- 
cial Conveation at the City of New-York, on this day, or 
at such other time and place as might be agreed on ; and 
were then assembled at the New-Paltz, in the said Coun- 
ty, for that purpose. And the said Credentials certify that 
they the said Charles De Witt, George Clinton, and Levy 
Pawling, Esquires, were unanimously elected by all the 
said Committees, as Deputies for the said County of Ulster, 
to attend the Provincial Convention to be held at the City 
of New- York, on this day, or;at such other time and place 
as may be agreed on, for the purpose of electing Delegates 
to represent this Colony in the Continental Congress,- to 
meet at Philadelphia, on the tenth day of May next, or 
at such other time and place as may be agreed on for that 
purpose. The same gentlemen from Ulster County also 
produced a Letter signed by Jacob Hoornbec~k and Jochum 
Schoonmakcr, (the Committee elected by the said Tpwn 
of Rochester,) bearing date at Rochester the eleventh day 
of April instant, consenting to and approving of the .ap- 
pointment of the said gentlemen, and reposing the same 
trust in them as the other Towns jmd Precincts in the said 
County of Ulster had done. And the said Credentials 
being read and approved of by this Convention, are filed 
with the Secretary. 

The Convention then adjourned to 5 o'clock, P. M. 

Five o'clock, P. M., April 20, 1773. 
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

City and County of New- York. — Philip Livingston, 
Esquire, President, Messrs, Francis Lewis, Alexander 
McDougall, Abraham Brasher, John Jay, Esquire, 
Leonard Lispenard, Esquire, Messrs. Isaac Roosevelt, 

' and Abraham Walton. 

City and County of Albany.— Abraham Yates, Junior, 
Esquire, Colonel Philip Schuyler,' and Colonel Abra- 
ham Ten Broeck. 

Ulster County. — Charles De Witt, George Clinton, 
and Levy Pawling, Esquires. _.'..'. 

Orange County. — Colonel A. Haivkes Hay, Henry 
Wisner, Esquire, John Herring, Esquire, Mr. Peter 
Chives, and Mr. Israel Seely. 

Westchester County. — Colonel Lewis Morris, John 
Thomas, Junior, Esquire, Robert, Graham, Esquire, 
Major Philip Van Cortlandt, Samuel Drake, Esquire, 
and Mr. Stephen Ward. 

Dutchess County. — Colonel Morris Graham, _ Major 
Robert R. Livingston, Junior, and Egbert Benson, 
Esquire. 

King's County. — Simon Boerum, Theodorus Polhemus, 
Esquires, and Mr. John Vanderbilt. 

Suffolk County. — Colonel William Floyd, Colonel Na- 
thaniel Woodhull, John Sloss Hobart, Esquire, Thomas 
Tredwell, Esquire, and Colonel Phineas Fanning. 

Flushing and Jamaica, in Queen's County.- — Mr. 
John Talman and. Mr. Joseph Robinson. 

The Deputies for Orange County produced.here several 
Credentials from the respective Towns and Precincts in 
that County, in substance as follows, to wit: A Certificate 
signed by Gilbert Cooper, Clerk, setting forth that at a 
Town-Meeting of the Precinct of Haverstraw, in the said 
County of Orange, held at the New-City, on Tuesday, the 
fourth day of April instant, it was— ^ 

Resolved, 1st. That that meeting did highly approve of 
a Convention of Deputies from the different Counties, to 
meef at the City of Neiv- York on this day, for the purpose 
of choosing Delegates for the next Continental Congress, 
to be held at Philadelphia .in the month of May next, 
as the most effectual means to promote the honour and 
happiness of the Colony, and to unite the Colony in the 
common cause, for the preservation of our rights and liber- 
ties; and, 

2dly. That it was then and there resolved that Colonel 
A. Hawkes Hay should be, and was thereby appointed a 
Deputy to represent that Precinct at such Provincial Con- 
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vention, to meet at the City of New-York on this day ; 
and was thereby authorized and appointed to join with the 
Deputies who should meet in such Convention, in the ap- 
pointment of Delegates to represent this Colony in the 
next Continental Congress ; and also to concur with the 
said Deputies in such other measures as might be thought 
necessary to promote the honour, happiness, and interest of 
this Colony. 

Secondly. The same gentlemen, Deputies for Orange 
County, produced a Certificate signed by Daniel Everett, 
Precinct Clerk of the Precinct of Goshen, in the said 
County, certifying, that at an annual Town-Meeting held 
at Goshen, in and for the Precinct of Goshen, on Tuesday, 
the fourth day of April instant, it was moved, and unani- 
mously voted in the affirmative, that Henry Jfisner and 
Peter Clowes, Esquires, be appointed Deputies for the 
said Precinct of Goshen, to meet such other Deputies as 
should be appointed by other parts of the Colony, in a 
Provincial Convention, to be held in the City of New- 
York on this day, for the purpose of electing Delegates 
for the next Continental Congress, to be held at Philadel- 
phia on the tenth day of May next. 

Thirdly. The said Deputies for Orange County pro- 
duced a Certificate subscribed by Thomas Out water, Town 
Clerk, setting forth that a meeting of the Freeholders of the 
Town of Orange, in Orange County, was held at the 
house of Jost Mabee, in the said Town, on the 17th day 
of April instant, agreeable to notice given, and request 
made by publick advertisements for that purpose. That 
the freeholders then and there assembled, took into con- 
sideration the necessity of their being duly and properly 
represented in the Provincial Convention, to be held at the 
City of New- York on this twentieth day of April, for the 
purpose of electing and appointing Delegates to represent 
this Colony of New-York in the next Continental Con- 
gress, to be held in the City of Philadelphia on the tenth 
day of May next. That the question was put, Whether 
the Freeholders there assembled should send a Deputy to 
represent the said Town of Orange at this Convention ? 
And that the same was carried in the affirmative. And 
therein also setting forth and certifying, that it was there- 
upon voted and ordered, that John Herring, Esquire, 
should be a Deputy for the said Town of Orange, to re- 
pres.ent the said Towrr in this Convention ; and that he 
act and vote on behalf of the inhabitants thereof, in all 
such matters and tilings as should, by the said Convention, 
be taken into consideration. 

Lastly. The said Deputies from Orange County pro- 
duced a Certificate signed by Jesse Woodhull, Esquire, set- 
ting forth, that at an annual meeting of the Freeholders and 
inhabitants of the Precinct of Cornwall, in the said Coun- 
ty, held at the house of John Breivster, in Blooming- 
grove, on the fourth day of April instant, the said Jesse 
Woodhull, Esquire, was chosen Moderator. That the said 
Freeholders then proceeded to take into consideration a Let- 
ter from the Committee of the City and County of New- 
York, signed by Isaac Low, their Chairman, recomrnend- 
ingthe choosing of Deputies for the several Counties in 
this Colony, to meet in Provincial Convention at .the City 
of New-York, on this twentieth day of April, for the sole 
purpose of choosing Delegates to represent this Colony in 
the next Continental Congress, to be held at Philadelphia 
on the tenth day of May next ensuing. Th_at it was then 
proposed to the said Freeholders, whether the subject-mat- 
ter of the said Letter should be taken into consideration im- 
mediately,' or postponed to another day; and that debates 
arising thereon, and the question being put, it was voted 
by a large majority, that the subject-matter of the said Let- 
ter should be considered immediately. That it was then 
proposed to the said Freeholders, whether a Deputy should 
be sent from that Precinct to this Convention, or not ? And 
that debates arising thereon, and the question being put, it 
was carried in the affirmative by a large majority. 

And the said Certificate sets forth and certifies, that Mr. 
Israel Seely was then and there chosen as one of the De- 
puties of. that County for the purposes aforesaid. 

And all the said Credentials and Certificates produced 
by the said Deputies for Orange County being read and 
approved of, and accepted by this Convention, are filed 
with the Secretary. 

Fourth Series. — Vol. n. 



Colonel Lewis Morris, Mr. Stephen Ward, Samuel 
DraJce, Esquire, John Thomas, Junior, Esquire, Robert 
Graham, Esquire, land Major Philip Van Cortlandt, the 
Deputies from Westchester County, produced Credentials 
bearing date at the White-Plains, in Westchester County, 
on the eleventh day of April instant, signed by Lewis 
Morris, Chairman, therein reciting and setting forth, that 
on the twenty-eighth day of March last past, a number of 
gentlemen therein particularly named, from different Dis- 
tricts in the County of Westchester, having received Letters 
from the Chairman of the Committee of the City and 
County of New- York relative to the appointment of De- 
puties for the County of Westchester, to this Convention, 
met at the iffiite-Plains aforesaid, for the purpose of de- 
vising means to take the sense of the people of the County 
upon the subject. That they had sent Letters of Notifica- 
tion to the principal Freeholders in the different Towns 
and Districts in the County, acquainting them that they 
had then met to consider of the most proper method to 
obtain the sense of the Freeholders of the County upon 
the expediency of choosing Deputies to meet the Deputies 
of the other Counties, for the purpose of electing Dele- 
gates to represent this Colony in the Continental Congress, 
to be held at Philadelphia on the tenth day of May next; 
and therein recommending a general meeting of the Free- 
holders of the said County, to be held at the White- 
Plains, on Tuesday, the eleventh day of April instant, at 
ten of the clock in the forenoon, at the Court-House ; and 
therein and thereby requesting" each such principal Free- 
holder to give notice of the said mejstiDg to all the Free- 
holders in his District, without exception, as those who did 
not appear and vote on that day, would be presumed to 
acquiesce in the sentiments of the majority of those who 
should vote. And therein also further setting forth and 
certifying, that such notices as aforesaid had been generally 
given and distributed ; and that a" very numerous body of 
the Freeholders of the County had assembled at the Court- 
House at the White-Plains, on the said eleventh day of 
April instant, in pursuance thereof, and chose Colonel 
Lewis Morris for their Chairman. That an inconsidera- 
ble number of persons, (among whom* were many tenants 
not entitled to a vote,) with Isaac Wilkins, Esquire, and_ 
Colonel Philipse at their head, then appeared ; and Mr. 
Wilkins, in their behalf, as he said, declared that they 
would not join in the business of the day, or have any thing 
to do with Deputies or Congresses ; but that they came 
there for the sole purpose of protesting against such illegal 
and unconstitutional proceedings ; after which they de- 
parted. - '■ ■ - 
That the following question was then put to the Free- 
holders by the "Chairman, viz: Whether they would ap- 
point Deputies for the County of Westchester, to meet the 
Deputies of the other Counties at the City of New- York, 
on the twentieth day of April then instant, for the purpose 
of electing Delegates to represent this Colony in the Gen- 
eral Congress to be held at Philadelphia, on the tenth day 
of May next ? That the Freeholders then there met unani- 
mously answered in the affirmative ; and thereupon ap- 
pointed the said Colonel Lewis Morris, Mr. Stephen Ward, 
Samuel Drake, Esquire, John Thomas, Junior, Esquire, 
Robert Graham, Esquire, and Major Philip Van Cort- 
landt, together with Colonel James Holmes and Jonathan 
Piatt, Esquire, or the majority of them,' to be the Depu- 
ties of the said County of Westchester, for the purposes 
aforesaid. 

The same Credentials being read and heard, and ac- 
cepted by this Convention, are now filed with the Secre- 
tary. 

The Deputies for King's County produced here pro- 
ceedings of a meeting of the several Committees chosen 
by the Freeholders of the Townships of Flatbush, Brook- 
land, Bushwick, New-Utrecht, and Gravcsend, held at the 
County Hall, in Flatbush, in King's County, on the fif- 
teenth day of April instant, for the purpose of choosing 
Deputies to meet with the Deputies' from the other Coun- 
ties, at New- York, on the twentieth day of April instant, 
to choose Delegates to attend the Continental Congress, to 
be held at Philadelphia on the tenth day of May next. 
The said proceedings, certified by Abraham Van Ranst, 
Clerk to the said several large and respectable Committees 
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there met, do certify, that Simon Boerum,Y.squire, having 
been elected their Chairman, they unanimously resolved 
that the said Simon Boerum, Richard Stilwell, Theodorus 
Polhemus, Denice Dcnice, and John Vanderbilt, or the 
major part of them, be appointed, and they were thereby 
appointed Deputies for King's County, to meet the Depu- 
ties of the other Counties within this Colony, at New- 
York, on the twentieth day of April instant, to choose 
Delegates to attend the Continental Congress, at Phila- 
delphia, on the tenth day of May next. 

And the same certified proceedings being now read and 
heard and accepted, and approved of by this Convention, 
are filed with the Secretary. 

The Deputies for Suffolk County produced a Certifi- 
cate, signed by Robert Hempsted, Chairman, at a meeting 
of the Committees from the different Towns in the County 
of Suffolk, held at the County Hall, on the sixth day of 
April instant, certifying that it was then and there unani- 
mously voted and agreed, that Colonel WiUiam Floyd, 
Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull. Colonel Phineas Fanning, 
Thomas Tredwell, and John Shss Hobart, Esquires, all 
now present", together with Thomas Wickham, Esquire, 
were then and there appointed Deputies, on the part and 
behalf of that County, to meet the Deputies of New-York 
and the other Counties within this Colony in a Provincial 
Convention at. the City of New- York, on the 20th day of 
April instant, (as recommended in a Letter from the Chair- 
man of the Committee in the said City,) there to unite 
with the other Deputies in appointing Delegates to attend 
the Continental Congress at Philadelphia or elsewhere, in 
May next. And. thereby also farther certifying that the 
said Deputies were thereby empowered to unite with the 
other Deputies in Provincial Convention in entering into 
such Resolves, and giving such Instructions to the Dele- 
gates that shall be there chosen, as in their judgment shall 
tend to the preservation of the rights and liberties of Ame- 
rica, and to restore harmony between Great Britain and 
the Colonies. 

And the said certified proceedings and appointments be- 
ing read and heard, and accepted by this Convention, are 
now filed with the Secretary. 

The Convention then proceeded to make an Order, in 
the words following, to wit ; 

It having been reported that Mr. Isaac Low, who ap- 
pears to have been elected one of the Deputies for the City 
and County of New-York, and has not attended, does not 
intend to act in that capacity; and as the Convention are 
restrained in the appointment of Delegates to the persons 
of whom it is. composed, 

Ordered, That the Secretary wait upon Mr. Low, and 
request the favour of him to inform the Convention whether 
they are to consider him as one of their Members. 

The Convention then adjourned to ten o'clock to-mor- 
tow morning. 

Die Veneris, 10 hora, A. M., April 31, 1775. 
The Convention assembled at the Exchange, in New- 
York, pursuant to adjournment, Present : 

City and County or New- York. — Philip Livingston, 
Esq., President, John Alsop, James Duane, and John 
Jay, Esquires, and Colonel Leonard Lispenard, Messrs. 
Isaac Roosevelt, Alexander McDougall, Abraham Bra- 
sher, Francis Lewis, and Abraham Walton. 

City and County op Albany. — Col. Philip Schuyler, 
Colonel Abraham Ten Broeck, and Abraham Yates, 
Jun,, Esquire. 

Ulster County. — Charles De Witt, George Clinton, and 
Levy Pawling, Esquires. 

Orange County.— ^-Col. A. Hawkes Hay, Henry Wisner, 
Esquire, John Herring, Esquire, Messrs. Peter Clowes, 
and Israel Seely. 

Westchester County.^CoI. Lewis Morris, Mr. Ste- 
phen Ward, Samuel Drake, Esquire, John Thomas, 
Jun., Esquire, Robert Graham, Esquire, and Major 
Philip Van Cortlandt, 

Dutchess County. : — Col. Morris Graham, Major Robert 
R. Livingston, Junior, and Egbert Benson, Esq. 

King's County. — '■Simon Boerum, Esq., Captain Richard 
Stilwell, Messrs, Theodorus Polhemus, and John Van* 
derbilt, 



Suffolk County. — Colonel William Floyd, Colonel Na- 
thaniel Woodhull, Colonel Phineas Fanning, Thomas 
Tredwell, Esquire, and John Sloss Hobart, Esquire. 

Newtown, Oyster Bay, Flushing, and Jamaica, in 
Queen's County. — Colonel Jacob Blackwell, Captain 
Zebulon Williams, Messrs. John Talman, and Joseph 
Robinson. 

Mr. John Talman, of Flushing, in Queen's County, 
produced to this Convention a Certificate, signed by John 
Rodman, Town Clerk, and by Mr. Stephen Van Wyck, 
certifying that, on the 4th day of April instant, after due 
notice had been given to the Freeholders of Mushing, at 
an annual Town Meeting, it was proposed that a Deputy 
should be chosen to represent the said Town at a Provin- 
cial Convention, to be held at the City of New- York on 
the 20th day of April instant. That after some debates 
the matter was put to vole, and that Mr. John Talman 
was, by a great majority, chosen their Deputy, to repre- 
sent the said Town of Flushing in the said Provincial 
Convention. 

Mr. Joseph Robinson produced to the Convention a 
Poll List of one hundred and seventy-six of the Freehold- 
ers of the Town of Jamaica, in Queen's County ; eighty-two 
whereof, who, though a minority of the Freeholders of the 
said Town who polled on that occasion, have requested 
him to attend this Convention, and signify their willingness 
to acquiesce in the choice of the Deputies who attend this 
Convention for the purpose of electing Delegates to repre- 
sent this Colony at the next Continental Congress. 

Captain Zebulon Williams produced two Certificates, 
signed by forty-three of the Freeholders of the Town of 
Oyster Bay, in Queen's County, dated the 12th day of 
April instant, who, though a minority of the Freeholders 
who polled on that occasion, have thereby appointed him 
their Deputy, to attend this Convention and act on their 
behalf. 

Colonel Jacob Blackwell produced to this Convention a 
Poll List of Freeholders of the Township of Netvtown, 
whereby it appears that one hundred Freeholders in the 
said Town (who were all that did poll on that occasion) 
have elected him their Deputy to attend this Convention. 

The said Certificates and Poll List being read, heard, 
and considered, 

Resolved, That the Convention allows Colonel Jacob 
Blackwell, Captain Zebulon Williams, and Messrs. John 
Talman and Joseph Robinson to be present at its delibera- 
tions, and will take into consideration any advice they may 
offer. 

Colonel Morris Graham, Major Robert R. Livingston, 
Junior, and Egbert Benson, Esquire, laid before the Con- 
vention a Certificate, signed by the respective Committees 
of the Precincts of Rumbout, Northeast Amenia, and 
Rynbeck, in the said County of Dutchess, at a meeting held 
by them at Charlotte Precinct, in the said County, on the 
14th day of April instant, certifying that they, the said 
Morris Graham, Robert R. Livingston, Junior, and Eg- 
bert Benson, were elected Deputies to represent the said 
County in the Provincial Convention at the City of New- 
York, on the 20th day of April instant ; or to represent 
the respective Precincts who had sent Committees to that 
meeting, as this Convention, from a state of facts to be laid 
before them, should determine. 

The same gentlemen from Dutchess County then laid 
before the Convention the said state of facts, which are in 
the words following, to wit ; 

1st. That at a meeting in August last, held for the pur- 
pose of nominating Delegates to represent the County of 
Dutchess in the last Continental Congress, Committees 
attended from seven Precincts. 

2d. That shortly after, a Committee was chosen in an- 
other Precinct, who approved of the proceedings of this 
meeting, and wrote to the Committee of Correspondence, 
informing them of the same, 

3d. That at this meeting Messrs. Anthony Hoffman, 
John Van Ness, and Egbert Benson were constituted a 
Standing Committee of Correspondence for the whole 
County, with directions to communicate to the other Com- 
mittees whatever intelligence should, from time to time, be 
received, with a power to call a meeting of the other Com- 
mittees, when they should, think it expedient ; and for that 
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purpose a place was appointed where the next meeting 
should be held. 

4th. That immediately upon the receipt of the Letter 
from the Committee of the City of New- York, of the 16th 
of March last, Circular Letters were despatched to the 
several Precincts in the County, mentioning the time when 
another meeting would be held at the place appointed, as 
above. 

5th. That Town Meetings, for the purpose of taking 
the sense of the Inhabitants with respect to sending Depu- 
ties to attend this Convention, have been held in only six 
Precincts. 

6th. That taking the six Precincts throughout, of the 
persons who actually appeared and gave their voices, either 
for or against the measure, a majority were in fayour of it. 

And the said Certificate and state of facts having been 
read and heard, and duly considered, they were accepted 
of by this Convention, and filed with the Secretary. 

The Secretary being then called on for that purpose, 
reported to the Convention that, in pursuance of their or- 
der, he yesterday evening waited on Mr. Low, who, in 
substance, informed him that, as he could not attend the 
Committee when the measure of having eleven Deputies 
for the City and County of New-York was in agitation, he 
got a friend to signify to the Committee his disapprobation 
of the. measure, and that if he was nominated he should 
think himself obliged to refuse to serve ; that he had after- 
wards published a declaration that he would not serve as a 
Deputy, that the City might have an opportunity to sup- 
ply his place, if it was thought necessary to have eleven 
Deputies, and that, therefore, the Convention are not to 
consider him as a Member. 

Resolved unanimously, That this Convention, sensible 
of the services of the Delegates from this Colony who at- 
tended the Continental Congress, in order to express their 
approbation of their conduct, and as a mark of the confi- 
dence reposed in them, have unanimously re-elected all of 
-them Delegates to attend the next Continental Congress 
at Philadelphia, except Mr. Isaac Low, who had previous- 
ly declared that the Convention was not to consider him as 
a Member of this Convention, and is therefore ineligible. 

John Herring, Esquire, declined attending at the next 
Continental Congress as a Delegate, and assigned his rea- 
sons to the Convention, which are approved of, and he is 
therefore excused. 

Resolved unanimously, That five gentlemen be added, 
as Delegates, to those who attended the last Continental 
Congress, and re-elected by this Convention, and that they 
be chosen by ballot. 

And the following gentlemen were then elected by bal- 
lot, nemine contradicente, viz : Colonel Philip Schuyler, 
George Clinton, Esquire, Colonel Lewis Morris, Robert 
R. Livingston, Junior, Esquire, and Francis Lewis, Es- 
quire. . - 

Resolved, therefore, unanimously, That Philip Liv- 
ingston, James Duane, John Alsop, John Jay, Simon 
Boerum, William Floyd, Henry Wisner, Philip Schuyler, 
George Clinton, Lewis Morris, Francis Lewis, and Ro- 
bert R. Livingston, Junior, Esquires, be Delegates to 
represent this Colony at the next Continental Congress to 
be held at the City of Philadelphia on the 10th day of 
May next, with full power to them, or any five of them, to 
meet the Delegates from the other Colonies, and to concert 
and determine upon such measures as shall be judged most 
effectual for the preservation and re-establishment of Ame- 
rican rights and privileges, and for the restoration of 
harmony between Great Britain and the Colonies. 

The Convention then adjourned till to-morrow morning, 
eleven o'clock. . 

Die Sabbati, 11 hora, A. M., April 22, 1775. 

The Convention assembled at the Exchange, in New- 
York, pursuant to adjournment, Present : 

City and County of New-York. —Philip Livingston, 
Esquire, President, John Alsop, Esquire, Leonard Lis- 
penard, Esquire, Francis Lewis, Esquire, Messrs. Abra- 
ham Walton, Isaac Roosevelt, Alexander McDougall, 
Abraham Brasher, and James Duane, Esquire. 



City and County of Albany. — Colonel Philip Schuy- 
ler, Colonel Abraham Ten Broeck, Abraham Yates, 
Jun., Esquire, and Walter Livingston, Esquire. 

Ulster County. — Charles De Witt, George Clinton, 
and Levy Pawling, Esquires. 

Orange County.— Colonel A. Howkes Hay, Henry 
Wisner, Esquire, John Herring, Esquire, Messrs. Peter 

~ Clowes, and Israel Seely. 

Dutchess County. — Robert R. Livingston, Jun., Es- 
quire, Colonel Morris Graham, and Egbert Benson^ 
Esquire. 

Westchester County. — Colonel Lewis Morris, John 
Thomas, Jun., Esquire, Robert Graham, Esquire, Ma- 
jor Philip Van Cortlandt, Samuel Drake, Esquire, 
and Mr. Stephen Ward. 

King's County. — Simon Boerum, Esquire, and John 
Vanderbilt. 

Suffolk County. — Colonel William Floyd, Colonel 

• Nathaniel Woodhull, Colonel Phineas Fanning, John 
Sloss Hobart, Esquire, and Thomas Tredwell, Esquire. 

Newtown, Oyster Bay, Flushing, and Jamaica, in 
Queen's County. — Colonel Joseph Blackwell, Zcbu- 
lon Williams, Esquire, Messrs. John Taiwan, and Jo- 
seph Robinson. 

A Draft of Credentials for the Delegates of this Colony, 
elected and appointed to attend at the next Continental 
Congress at Philadelphia, being read and approved, was 
agreed to, and is in the words following, to wit: 

At a Provincial Convention, formed of Deputies from 
the City and County of New- York, the City and County 
of Albany, and the Counties of Dutchess, Ulster, Orange, 
Westchester, King's, and Suffolk, held at the City of" 
New- York the twenty-second day of April, one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five, for the purpose of appoint- 
ing Delegates to represent the Colony of New-York in 
the next Continental Congress, to be held at the City of 
Philadelphia on the tenth day of May next, Philip Liv- 
ingston, Esquire, James Duane, John Alsop, John Jay, 
Simon Boerum, William Floyd, Henry Wisner, Philip 
Schuyler, George Clinton, Lewis Morris, Francis Lewis, 
and Robert R. Livingston, Jun., Esquires, were unani- 
mously elected Delegates to represent this Colony at such 
Congress, with full power to them, or any five of them, to 
meet the Delegates from the other Colonies, and to concert 
and determine upon such measures as shall be judged most 
effectual for the preservation and re-establishment of Ame- 
rican rights and privileges, and for the restoration of har- 
mony between Great Britain and the Colonies. 

Ordered, That the same be subscribed by the Members 
of this Convention, and that fair copies be made of the Re- 
solutions of this Convention appointing the Delegates, as 
also a list of the Deputies who attended thereat, and thai 
the same be signed by the"President, and published in the 
New- York Newspapers. 

Ordered, That the thanks of this Convention be given 
to the Secretary for his services on this occasion ; which 
was accordingly done. 

Philip Livingston, Lewis Morris, 

John Alsop, John Thomas, Jun., 

James Duane, Robert Graham, 

Francis Lewis, P. Van Cortlandt, 

Abraham Walton, Samuel Drake, 

Isaac Roosevelt, Stephen Ward, 

Alex. McDougall, Morris Graham, 

Abraham Brasher, R. R. Livingston, Jr., 

" Leonard Lispenard, Egbert Benson, 

Philip Schuyler, Simon Boerum, 

Abm. TenJBroeck, John Vanderbilt, 

Abm. Yates, Jun., William Floyd, 

Walter Livingston, Nathaniel Woodhull, - 

Charles De Witt, Phineas Fanning, 

George Clinton, John Sloss Hobart, 

Levy Pawling, Thomas Tredwell, 

A. Hawkes Hay, Zebulon Williams", 

Henry Wisner, Jacob Blackwell, 

Pf.ter Clowes, John Talman, 

Israel Seely, Joseph Robinson. 
John Herring, 
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ATTACK ON THE INHABITANTS OF MASSACHUSETTS BY 
- THE BRITISH TROOPS. 

Portsmouth New-Hampshire, April 20, 1775. 

Early this morning we were alarmed with an Express 
from Newburyport , with the following Letter to the Chair- 
man of the Committee of Correspondence in this Town: 

• Newburyport, April 19, 1775. 

Sir: This Town has been in .a continual alarm since 
mid-day, with reports of the Troops having marched out 
of Boston to make some attack in the country. The 
reports in general concur, in part, in having been at Lex- 
ington. And it is very generally said they have been at 
Concord. We sent off an express this afternoon, who 
went as far as Simons's at Danvers, before he could get 
information that he thought might be depended upon. He 
there met two or three gentlemen who affirmed, the regular 
Troops and our men had been engaged chief of the morn- 
ing, and that it is supposed we had twenty-five thousand 
men engaged, against four thousand Regulars; that the 
Regulars had begun a retreat. Our men here are setting 
off immediately. And as tire sword is now drawn, and 
first drawn on the side of the Troops, we scruple not you 
"will give the readiest and fullest assistance in your power. 
And send this information further on. 

In behalf of the Committee for this Town. 

Your humble servant, James Hudson, Chairman. 

LETTER FROM BOSTON TO A GENTLEMAN IN NEW-YORK, 
DATED APRIL 19, 1775. 

I have taken up my pen to inform you, that last night 
about eleven o'clock, one thousand of the best Troops, in 
a very secret manner, embarked on board a number of 
Boats at tlie bottom of the Common, and went up Cam- 
bridge River, and landed. 

In the mean time they stopped every person from going 
over the Neck, or any Ferry; but we soon found a way 
to get some men to alarm the country. From thence 
they marched, to Lexington, where they saw a number of 
men exercising. They ordered them to disperse, and im- 
mediately fired on them, killed eight men on the spot, 
and marched to Concord. This alarmed the country so, 
that it seemed as if men came down from the clouds. 
This news coming to Town, the General sent out another 
thousand men, with a large train of artillery. In the mean 
time, those Troops at Concord had set fire to the Court- 
House there. We then had our men collected, so that an 
engagement immediately ensued, and the King's Troops 
retreated very fast, until they were reinforced with the last 
one thousand that the General sent ; but they did not stand 
long before the whole body gave way, and retreated very 
fast. Our men kept up at their heels, loading and firing 
till they got to Charlestown, when our men thought it 
not prudent to proceed any farther, fearing the Ships-of- 
War would be ordered to fire on Boston and Charlestown. 
They have gained a complete victory; and, by the best 
information I can get, most of the officers and soldiers aTe 
cut off. There were two wagons, one loaded with powder 
and ball, and the other with provisions, guarded by seven- 
teen men and an officer going to the Army, when six of 
our men waylaid them, "killed two; wounded two, and took 
the officer prisoner; the others took to the woods, and we 
brought off the wagons. The engagement began about 
twelve o'clock, and continued until seven; in the mean 
time they retreated twenty miles. 

I have endeavoured to give you a few of the particulars, as 
near as I am able, considering the situation we are in, not 
knowing but the Troops may have liberty to turn their 
revenge on us. We have now at least ten thousand men 
round this Town. It has been a most distressing day with 
• us ; but I pray God we may never have reason to bo called 
to such another. 



some secret expedition was on foot, and, being upon tlie 
look-out, they observed those bodies on the move between 
ten and eleven o'clock on Tuesday night, observing a per- 
fect silence in their march, towards the point opposite to 
Phipps's farm, where boats vyere in waiting, that conveyed 
them over. The men appointed to alarm the country on 
such occasions got over by stealth as earjy as the Troops, 
and took their different routes. 

The first advice we had was about eight o'clock in the 
morning, when it was reported that the Troops had fired 
upon and killed five men in Lexington ; previous to which 
an officer came express to his Excellency General Gage, 
when, between eight and nine o'clock, a Brigade marched 
out under the command of Earl Percy, consisting of the 
JVI arines, the JFeMFusileers, the Fourth, and Forty-seventh, 
and Thirty-eighth Regiments, and two field pieces. About 
twelve o'clock it was given out by the General's Aid-de- 
Camp that no person was killed, and that a single 'gun bad 
not been fired, which report was variously believed; but, 
between one and two o'clock, certain accounts came that 
eight were killed outright, and fourteen wounded of the 
inhabitants of Lexington. Those people, it seems, to the 
number of about forty, were drawn out early in the morn- 
ing near the Meeting-House to exercise ; upon which the 
party of Light-Infantry and Grenadiers, to the number of 
about eight hundred, came up to them, and ordered them to , 
disperse. The commander replied that they were innocently 
amusing themselves with exercise, that they had not any 
ammunition with them, and therefore should not molest qj 
disturb them. This answer not satisfying, the Troops fired 
upon them, and killed three or four ; the others took to 
their heels, and the Troops continued to fire. A few took 
refuge in the Meeting-House, when the soldiers shoved up 
the windows, pointed their guns in, and killed three there. 
This is the best account I can learn of the beginning of the 
fatal day, and you must naturally suppose that such a piece 
of cruelty would rouse the Country. 

The Troops continued their march to Concord, entered 
the Town, and refreshed themselves in the Meeting-House 
and Town-House. In the latter place they found seme 
ammunition and stores belonging to the country, which 
finding they could not bring away by reason of the country 
people Jiaving occupied all the posts round them, they set 
fire to the house, but the people extinguished it. They 
set it on fire a second time, which brought on a general 
engagement at about eleven o'clock. The Troops took 
two pieces of cannon from the countrymen ; but their num- 
bers increasing, they soon regained them, and the Troops 
were obliged to retreat towards Town. 

At noon they were joined by the other Brigades, under 
Earl Percy, when another very warm engagement came 
• on at Lexington. The Troops not being able to stand it, 
where obliged to continue their retreat, which they did 
with the bravery becoming British soldiers ; but the coun- 
try was in a manner desperate, not regarding their cannon 
in the least, and followed on till seven in the evening, by 
which time they got into Charlestown, when they left off 
the pursuit, lest they might injure theinhabitants. I stood 
upon the hills in Town and saw the engagement very plain, 
which was very bloody for seven hours; and it is conjec- 
tured that one half of the soldiers at least are killed. The 
last Brigade was sent over the Ferry in the evening to 
secure their retreat ; and they are this morning intrenching 
themselves upon Bunker's Hill, till they can get a safe 
retreat to this Town. 

It is impossible to learn any particulars, as the commu- 
nication between town and country is at present broke off; 
they were till ten last night bringing over their wounded, 
several of whom are since dead, two officers in particular. 
When I reflect, and consider that the fight between those 
whose parents but a few years ago were brothers, I shud- 
der at the thought, and there is no knowing where our 
calamities will end. 



EXTRACT OP A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN NEAR PHILA- 
DELPHIA, DATED BOSTON, APRIL 20, 1775. 

Yesterday produced a scene the most shocking that 
New-England ever beheld. Last Saturday P. M., orders 
were sent to the several Regiments quartered here, not to 
let their Grenadiers or Light-Infantry do any duty till far- 
ther orders ; upon which the inhabitants conjectured that 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM EOSTON TO A GENTLEMAN 
IN NEW-YORK, DATED APRIL 20, 1775. 

I have yet an opportunity of writing to you from my 
own house, but how long that privilege is to continue God 
only knows. Y'esterday morning, or rather late in the 
night of the 18tb, a Brigade, or four Regiments, were car- 
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ried from the west part of the Town, in boats of (he Men- 
of-War, to Cambridge, from whence they marched on to- 
wards Concord, which is about twenty miles from hence. 
On their way, in passing through Lexington, the Troops 
came unexpectedly on a Company of our country people, 
(who are called Minute-Men) that were early in the morn- 
ing exercising with arms, without ammunition. The Officer 
of the Troops is said to have ordered them to lay down 
their arms. The Captain replied, he was on his own 
ground ; that his Company were without ammunition, and 
had no intent but that of improving in the military art. 
After some altercation, report says the Captain and his men 
turned to go off, and that the Light-Infantry fired on them, 
killed six, and wounded mortally two others. The Troops 
continuing their route to Concord, the country, by the time 
of their getting there, was alarmed ; and our people, taking 
to a hill, began firing upon the Troops with about two 
hundred men, which .number, receiving continual additions, 
the Troops were all the remainder of the day on their re- 
treat to Charlestown, and many of the officers who have 
returned say they never were in a hotter engagement. 
Many are killed on both sides, and were left on the roads, 
neither side having time to collect their dead. Our people 
came to no regular battle, but annoyed their whole passage 
back. We could see the flashes, and hear the reports of 
the guns for hours; the warmest fire being "about two miles 
from the Town, where only water parted us. 

The marching of the Troops to the water side was so 
sudden and silent, that few of tire inhabitants knew of it 
till next morning. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BOSTON TO A MERCHANT IN 
NEW-YORK, DATED THURSDAY, APRIL 20, 1775. 

What I was apprehensive of in my last, is now con- 
firmed. Yesterday morning the Grenadiers and Light-In- 
fantry of all the Regiments in Town marched out very 
unexpectedly, and proceeded to Concord, twenty-one miles 
from hence ; at which place the Provincial Congress sat, 
and where large Magazines, belonging to the Country, were 
collected, which were totally destroyed. This party con- 
sisted of about eight hundred men, under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Smith, of the Tenth Regiment. About 
six hours after those left Boston, a Brigade was ordered 
out, consisting of one thousand men, commanded by Lord 
Percy. These marched about si^Steen miles, to a place 
called Lexington, where they met the .first party returning, 
and who, in their first march up, had killed eight or ten 
men that opposed their march. Upon the Army's return, 
near Lexington, they were fired on from the woods, which 
was returned. Thus the engagement became general, and 
continued for seven hours, during which several lives were 
lost, and a great many wounded. It is surprising how soon 
the country people mustered, and in vast numbers ; so 
much, that the Troops were obliged to retreat near twelve 
miles, and all this way a constant firing was kept up on 
both sides. The country people fired all from cover, and 
by this means had much the advantage of the Troops. The 
engagement lasted until night put an end to it. I saw a 
great part of it from Beacon Hill. They kept a constant 
firing until they got into Charlestown. The loss on the 
part of the Troops, from the best in formation ~ is about two 
hundred killed ; among which there are no Officers, though 
many very much wounded. Lieutenant-Colonel Barnard, 
of the Royal Welch, Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, of the 
Tenth, are slightly wounded. Lieutenant Gould, of the 
Fourth Regiment, is also wounded. Major Moncriejfe, 
Captain Parsons, and Mr. Haines, are safe returned. The 
loss on the side of the Country must be considerable ; at 
present, there is no coming to any certainty. From the 
preparations that are making, I think it will be soon re- 
newed. 



extract of a letter from a gentleman in newport 
(rhode-island) to the new-york committee, dated 
april 21, 1775. 

Yesterday the Town was alarmed by intelligence con- 
tained in a letter, which came express from Providence, to 
the Governour, subscribed by the Lieutenant-Governour, 
£. Hopkins, J. JenJcs, S. Nightingale, J. Brown, and about 



twenty others, inhabitants of the Town of Providence, 
which savs : " Our brethren of the Massachusetts-Bay are 
attacked by a body of the Regular Troops, and many 
friends are slain." They then request the Governour to 
call the Assembly, to make the necessary preparations for 
the common defence ; to which a postscript is added, signed 
Thomas Green, that Colonel Warren and Doctor Pyn- 
cham, two Deputies from Massachusetts Congress, were at 
Providence, waiting to consult the Assembly on what was 
proper to be done. There is also another letter from 5. 
Hopkins to Major-General Potter, a copy of which was 
forwarded to the Governour, and calls upon the Major- 
General to repair to Providence, to consult with Lieutenant- 
General Sessions; this says: ''The King's Troops are ac- 
tually engaged butchering and destroying our brethren in 
the most inhuman manner. The inhabitants oppose them 
with great zeal and courage." 

Both the above letters are dated, Providence, April 19, 
1775, at night. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM WEATHERSFIELB, IN CON- 
NECTICUT, TO A GENTLEMAN IN NEW-YQRK, DATED 
APRIL 23, 1775. 

The late frequent marchings and counter-marchings into 
the country, were calculated to conceal the most cruel and 
inhuman design ; and imagining they had laid suspicion, 
asleep, they pitched upon Tuesday night for the execution. 
A hint being got, two expresses were sent to alarm the 
Congress. One of them had the good fortune to arrive ; 
the other (JSlr. Bevere) is missing, supposed to be waylaid 
and slain. In the night of Tuesday, the Company of Gren- 
adiers and Light-Infantry, from every Regiment, were 
transported to Charlesioien in long-boats, and at daybreak 
began their march for Lexington, where a number of the 
inhabitants were assembled peaceably, without arms, to 
consult their safety. The Commander called them re- 
bels, and bade them disperse. On their refusal, he fired : 
killed and wounded nine. They then proceeded towards 
Concord, L marking their way with cruelties and barbarity, 
never equalled by the Savages of America. In one house 
a woman and seven children were slaughtered, (perhaps on 
their return.) At Concord, they seized two pieces of can- 
non, and destroyed two others, with all the. flour, kc, in 
store, but the people secured their magazine of powder, kc. 

By'this time, about four hundred (no accounts make them 
more than five hundred) of our men assembled, and placed 
themselves so advantageously, without being perceived, that 
when the enemy were on the return, they received the full 
fire of our men. A heavy engagement ensued ; the enemy 
retreating, and our men pressing on them with constant re- 
inforcements. At Lexington, they retook their two pieces 
of cannon, seized the enemy's wagons and. baggage, and 
made about twenty prisoners ; continuing to press the Regu- 
lars close to Charlestown, where they were on the point 
of giving up, (one account says this Brigade was almost all 
cut off,) but a reinforcement, under the command of Lord 
Percy, having been detached that morning from Boston, 
they joined the first detachment in the retreat, and retired 
with it to Bunker's Hill, where they intrenched, and night 
parted them. Our number increased, and next morning 
would have surrounded the hill, had it not been for the 
situation near the water, where, on one side, they were ex- 
posed to the fire from a Man-of-War. 

We lost thirty men in the action. The lowest account 
of the enemy's loss is one hundred and fifty. Lord Percy, 
General Haldimand, and many other officers, are said to 
be among the slain. A gentleman of veracity assured me 
that he numbered, within half a mile from the place where 
the fight began, one hundred and fifty. The post confirms 
the same account. 

We are all in motion here, and equipt from the Town, 
yesterday, one hundred young men, who cheerfully offered 
their service ; twenty days provision, and sixty-four rounds, 
per man. They are all well armed, and in high spirits. 
My brother is gone with them, and others of the first pro- 
perty. Our neighbouring Towns are all arming and mov- 
ing. Men of the first character and property shoulder their 
arms and march off for the field of action. We shall, by 
night, have several thousands from this Colony on their 
march. _ '" . 
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The eyes of America are on New-York; the Ministry 
have certainly been promised by some of your leading men, 
that your Province would desert us; but you will be able 
to form a better judgment when you see how this intelli- 
gence is relished. Take care of yourselves ; we have more 
than men enough to block up the enemy at Boston, and if 
we are like to fall by treachery, by Heaven we will not 
fall unrevenged on the traitors ; but if balls or swords will 
reach them, they shall fall with us. It is no time now to 
dally, or be merely neutral ; he that is not for us is against 
us, and ought to feel the first of our resentment. You must 
now declare, most explicitly, one way or the other, that we 
may know whether we are to go to Boston or New-York. 
If you desert, our men will as cheerfully attack New-York 
as Boston; for we can but perish, and that we are deter- 
mined upon, or be free. I have nothing to add, but am, 
your friend and countryman, Sic. 

P. S. Colonel Murray's son, one of the Tories, under- 
took to guide the Regulars in their march to Concord, and 
on their retreat was taken prisoner; but attempting to es- 
cape from our people, they shot him — a death too honour- 
able for such a villain ! They have made another of them 
prisoner, but I do not recollect his name ; none of ours were 
taken. 

Will Colonel Grant believe now that New-England men 
dare look Regulars in the face ? Eighteen hundred of their 
best men retreating with loss, before one-third of their num- 
ber, seems almost incredible, and I think must be called 
an omen for good. In every struggle Heaven has, as yet, 
given us strength equal to the day ; its hand is not short- 
ened, nor its arm weakened. We are now called upon to 
show the worlJ " that whom we call fathers did beget us," 
and that we desire to enjoy the blessings they purchased 
for us with their lives and fortunes. We fix on our Stand- 
ards and Drums, the Colony Arms, with the motto, " qui 
transtulit sustinet," round it in letters of gold, which we 
construe thus: " God, who transplanted us hither, will sup- 
port us." 

New- York, Sunday, April 93, 1775. 
This morning we had reports in this City from Rhode- 
lsland and New-London, that an action had happened be- 
tween the King's Troops and the inhabitants of Boston, 
which was not credited ; but about twelve o'clock an ex- 
press arrived with the following account, viz : 

Watertown, Wednesday morning, ) 

Near ten o'clock, April 19, 1775. \ 

To all Friends of American Liberty let it be known: 

That this morning before break of day, a Brigade, con- 
sisting of about one thousand or twelve hundred men, 
landed at Fhipps's farm at Cambridge, and marched to 
Lexington, where they found a Company of our Colony 
Militia in arms, upon whom they fired without any provo- 
cation, and killed six men and wounded four others. By 
an express from Boston we find another Brigade are upon 
their march from Boston, supposed to be about one thou- 
sand. The bearer, Israel Bessel, is charged to alarm the 
Country quite to Connecticut, and all persons are desired 
to furnish him with fresh horses as they may be needed. I 
have spoken with several who have seen the dead and 
wounded. Pray let the Delegates from this Colony to 
Connecticut see this ; they know Colonel Foster, of Brook- 
field, one of our Delegates. T. Palmer, 

One of the Committee for Safety. 

A true copy taken from the original, per order of the 
Committee of Correspondence for Worcester, April 19, 
1775. Attest, 

Nathan Baldwin, Town-Clerk. 

Fairfield, Connecticut, Saturday, 22d April, 8 o'clock. 

Since the above was written we have received the fol- 
lowing by the second express : 

Thursday, 20th April, 3 o'clock, A. M. 

I am this moment informed by express from Woodstock, 
taken from his own mouth, that arrived there at 2 o'clock 
this afternoon, that the contest between the first Brigade 
that marched to Concord was still continuing this morning at 
the Town of Lexington, to which place said Brigade had re- 



treated ; that another Brigade, said to be the second mention- 
ed in the letter of this morning, had landed with a quantity 
of artillery at the place where the first did. The Provincials 
were determined to prevent the two Brigades from joining 
their strength, if possible, and remain in great need of suc- 
cour. The Regulars, when in Concord, burnt the Court- 
House, took two pieces of cannon, which they rendered 
useless, and began to take up Concord Bridge, on which 
Captain . . . , who, with many on both sides, were 
soon killed, then made an attack on the King's Troops, on 
which they retreated to Lexington. I am your humble 
servant, Ebenezer Williams. 

To Colonel Obadiah Johnson, Canterbury. 

P. S. Mr. McFarland, of Camfield, Merchant, has 
just returned from Boston, by way of Providence, who 
conversed with an express from Lexington, who further 
informs, that about four thousand of our Troops had sur- 
rounded the first Brigade above-mentioned, who were on a 
hill in Lexington; that the action continued, and there 
were about fifty of our men killed, and one hundred and 
fifty of the Regulars, as near as they could determine when 
the express came away. It will be expedient for every 
man to go who is fit and willing: 

The above is a true copy as received by express from 
New-Haven, and attested to by the Committee of Corres- 
pondence from Town to Town. 

Test, Jonathan Sturges, Andrew Rowland, 
G. Silleck Silliman, Thapdeus Burr. 
Job Bartram, Committee. 

The above was received on Sunday, April 23, about 
twelve o'clock, by the Committee of New- York, and for- 
warded to Philadelphia by Isaac Low, Chairman of the 
Committee, at 4 o'clock, P. M. 



LETTER FROM NEW-YORK TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHILA- 
DELPHIA, DATED APRIL 24, 1775. 

This City was alarmed yesterday by a report from the 
Eastward, that the King's Troops had attacked the Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay people; the report was confirmed in a few 
hours after by the arrival of St. Croix, from Rhode- 
Island, and an express from near Boston. The Commit- 
tee was soon called, and an express sent off to your City ; 
as you will have particulars by him before this reaches you, 
I need say no more. 

There were two Sloops here loaded with Flour for the 
Soldiers at Boston, by Mr. Watts. The people went, 
Sunday as it was, and unloaded them in a hurry. To- 
wards evening they went and secured about half the City 
Arms ; a guard of about one hundred men, I am told, was 
then placed at the City-Hall, to secure the rest of the 
Arms, and another hundred at the Powder-House ; this 
was not done by the Magistrates, but by the people. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM NEW-YORK TO A GENTLE- 
MAN IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED APRIL 24, 1775. 

I do not doubt but the interesting news from Boston 
must give every good and virtuous man much concern, 
that, from present appearances, a reconciliation between 
us and Great Britain is at a farther distance than we, of 
late, had rational grounds to hope. Surely this proceeding 
on the part of General Gage is not the olive branch held 
up by Government. Yesterday this whole City was in a 
state of alarm ; every face appeared animated with resent- 
ment. Soon after the news arrived by express, many 
citizens went to two Transports loaded with Bread, Flour, 
&c, for the Troops, and they were speedily unloaded. 
The Committee met, and after despatching the express, 
considered of other matters, and will no doubt be attentive 
to every thing within their power to preserve the peace of 
the Town, and property, and all other matters tending to- 
wards maintaining the character of a sister Colony that 
feels for another in distress. Many persons' of influence, 
who have been thought inimical to the cause, now come 
out boldly and declare their sentiments worthy of them- 
selves. Indeed the difference of sentiment has not been 
much ; party views kept men of weight asunder; it is hoped 
that will subside more and more. 



35£ 



ui^jtmteaammttil 



mm 



am 



365 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, APRIL, 1775. 



366 



New. York, April 25, 1775. 

This day, about noon, arrived a second express from 
New-England, with the following important advices : 

Wallingford, Monday, April 24, 1775. 

Dear Sir : Colonel Wadsworlh was over in this place 
most of yesterday, and has ordered twenty men out of each 
Company in his Regiment, some of which had already set 
off, and others go this morning. He brings accounts, which 
came to him authenticated, from Thursday in the after- 
noon. The King's Troops being reinforced a second time, 
and joined, as I suppose, from what I can learn, by the 
party who were intercepted by Colonel Gardner, were 
then encamped on Winter Hill, and were surrounded by 
twenty thousand of our men, who were intrenching. Col. 
Gardner's ambush proved fatal to Lord Percy and an- 
other General Officer, who were killed on the spot the first 
fire. To counterbalance this good news, the story is, that 
our first man in command (who he is I know not) is also 
killed. It seems they have lost many men on both sides ; 
Colonel Wadsivorth had the account in a letter from Hart- 
ford. The Country beyond here are all gone, and we 
expect it will be impossible to procure horses for our wag- 
ons, as they have, and will, in every place employ them- 
selves all their horses. In this place they send a horse for 
every sixth man, and are pressing them for that purpose. 
I know of no way, but you must immediately send a couple 
of stout, able horses, who may overtake us at Hartford 
possibly, where we must return Mrs. Noyes's, and Meloy's, 
if he holds out so far. Remember, the horses must be bad 
at any rate. 

I am, in the greatest haste, your entire friend and hum- 
ble servant, James Lockwood. 

N. B. Colonel Gardner took nine prisoners, and twelve 
clubbed their firelocks, and came over to our party. Col. 
Gardner's party consisted of seven hundred men, and the 
Regulars one thousand eight hundred, instead of one thou- 
sand two hundred, as we heard before. They have sent a 
vessel up Mystick River as far as Temple's farm, which is 
about half a mile from Winter Hill. These accounts being 
true, all the King's forces, except four or five hundred, 
must be encamped on Winter Hill. 

At the instance of the gentlemen of Fairfield, just de- 
parted from hence, this is copied verbatim from the origi- 
nal, to be forwarded to that Town. Isaac Beers. 

New-Haven, April 24, 1775, half past nine o'clock, 
forenoon. Pierpont Edwards. 

Fairfield, April 24, three o'clock, afternoon. A true 
copy, as received per express. Thaddeus Burr, 

Andrew Rowland, 
Elijah Abel. 

NortvaTk, April 24, seven o'clock, afternoon. A true 
copy, as received per express. 

John Cannon, ^ 

Thaddeus Betts, > Committee. 
Samuel German, ) 
Stamford, April 24th, ten o'clock, evening. A true 
copy. John Hait, Jun., 

Samuel Hutton, 
David Webb, 
Daniel Gray, 
Jonathan Warring, Jun. 
Greenwich, April 25, three o'clock, morning. The 
above is forwarded to the Committee of Correspondence at 
New-York. Amos Mead. 

A true copy, received in Neio-York, two o'clock, P. 
M., Tuesday, April 25, 1775. 

Isaac Low, Chairman New-York Committee. 
A true copy, received at Elizabethtown, seven o'clock 
in the evening, Tuesday, April 25, 1775. 

Jona. Hampton, 
Chairman of the Committee, 
Geo. Ross, 
Jqhn Blanchard, 

A true copy, received at Woodbridge, ten of the clock 
in the evening, Tuesday, April 25, 1775. 
Nathaniel Heard, 
Samuel Parker, 
Jonathan Clawson, 



Three of the 
Committer, 



The above received at New-Brunswick, the 25th April, 

1775, twelve o'clock at night. 

Wm. Oake, ^ 

Jas. Neilson, > Committee. 

Az. Dunham, ) 

A true copy, received at Princetown, April 26, 1775, 

half past three o'clock in the morning. 

Thomas Wiggin, ) Members of 

Jona. Baldwin, 5 Committee. 

The above received at Trenton on Wednesday morning, 

about half after six o'clock, and forwarded at seven o'clock. 

Samuel Tucker, )m, > ., 

T c ' ( lhree of the 

Isaac smith, > „ -^ 

A u ' C Committee. 

Abraham Hunt, _) 

Philadelphia, twelve o'clock, Wednesday, received, and 

forwarded at the same time, by 

Lamb. Cadwalader, 1 Committee 

Wm. Bradford, I for the City 

Tho. Pryor, [ of Philadel- 

Isaac Malcher, J phia. 

Chester, four o'clock, Wednesday, P. M., received, and 

forwarded by Francis Johnston, 

Isaac Evre, 

Samuel Fairlamb. 

New- Castle, nine o'clock, Wednesday evening, received, 
and forwarded. Z. V. Leuvenigh, 

Stephen Spencer. 

Wednesday night, Christeen Bridge, twelve o'clock:, 
forwarded to Col. Thomas Couch, Esquire, who received 
it this moment, and he to forward it to Tobias Rudulph, 
Esquire, head of Elk, in Maryland. Night and day to be 
forwarded. S. Patterson. 

27th April, 1775, half past four o'clock, A. M., re- 
ceived, and forwarded to Patrick Hamilton, Esquire, in 
Charlestown, by Tobias Rudulph, 

Jos. Gilpin. 
Baltimore, April 27, 1775, received, ten o'clock, P. M. 

John Boyd, Clerk of the Committee. 
A true copy, received in Annapolis, Friday, April 28, 
1775, half after nine o'clock, A. Si., and forwarded at ten, 
per express. 

Mat. Tilghman, 
. Ch. Carroll, of Carrollton, 
Charles Carroll, 
J. Hall, 

Thos. Johnson, Jun., 
Samuel Chase, 

Friday, Alexandria, Eight o'clock, P. M. 

We received the enclosed from Annapolis at six o'clock ; 
please forward it to Fredericksburgh. I am, for self and 
the Committee of Correspondence in this place, gentle- 
men, your humble servant, Wm. Ramsay. 

To the Committee of Correspondence in Dumfries. 

Dumfries, April 30, Sunday. 

Gentlemen : The enclosed came to hand this morning, 
about ten o'clock. In one hour I hired the bearer tp con- 
vey it to your place to the different Committees. For self 
and the Committee of Correspondence in this place, I am, 
gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

William Carr. 

To the Committee of Correspondence at Fredericks- 
burgh. By express. 

Fredericksburgh, Sunday evening, half past Four. 

Gentlemen: The enclosed arrived here about an hour 
ago, and is forwarded to your Committee by your very 
humble servants, Jas. Mercer, 

Geo. Thornton, 

Mann Page, Jun., 

Hugh Mercer. 

King William, May 1, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The enclosed arrived here to-day, and is 
forwarded to your Committee by your most obedient ser- 
vant, Carter Braxton. 

Surry County, May 2, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The enclosed arrived here this evening, 
and is forwarded by your most obedient humble servant, 

Allen Cocke. 



Committee of 
■ Correspondence 
for Maryland. 
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Williamsburgh, May 2, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The enclosed is this moment come to 
hand, and I forward it to you by express, with the request 
of the Committee of Williamsburgh that you will be 
pleased to forward the papers to the Southward, and dis- 
perse the material passages through all your parts. 

I am, veryrcspectfully, gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, Ro. C. Nicholas, Chairman. 

Smitlifield, May 3, 1775, Five o'clock in the morning-. 

The enclosed arrived here this morning, and is forward- 
ed to your Committee of Correspondence by your humble 
servants, Arthur Smith, 

Nathaniel Burijne. 

To the Committee of the County of Nansemond, or any 
of them. An express from Boston. 

Nansemond, May 3, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The enclosed is this moment come to 
hand, and we forward it to you by express, with the re- 
quest of the Committee of Nansemond, and you will be 
pleased to forward them to the Southward. 

We are, gentlemen, your most obedient servants, 

Willis Riddtth, 
Willis Ceowper. 
To the Committee of Chowan, North- Carolina. 

May 3, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The enclosed papers we have just received, 
and forward them by express to you, to be sent to the South- 
ward. We are, gentlemen, your obedient servants, 

The Committee of the County of Chowan. 

To the Committee of Correspondence, for the Town of 
Edenton. By express. 

Edonton, May 4, Nine o'clock, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The enclosed is this moment come to 
hand, and we forward to you by express, with the request 
that you will be pleased to forward the papers lo the Com- 
mittee of Craven County immediately, and disperse the 
material passages through all your parts. We are, gentle- 
men, your obedient humble servants, 

Jos. Blount, Chairman. 
Tho. Jones, Jno. Hamilton, 

Chas. Bondfield, Robt. Hardy, 
Jno. Green, Robt. Smith, 

William Bennett, S. Dickinson. 
To the Committee of Beaufort County. 

Beaufort County, May 6, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The enclosed is this moment come to 
hand, and we forward to you by express, with the request 
that vou will forward the different papers to the Southward 
immediately. We are, gentlemen, your obedient humble 
servants, Roger Osmond, 

William Brown. 

To the Committee of Craven County. 

Bath, May G, 1775. 

Dear Sir ". In haste have sent to request you will peruse 
the enclosed papers ; and that you will do, by opening the 
packet herewith sent the moment it comes to your house. 
Get three or four of your Committee to write a line, and 
send the whole, enclosed, to the next Southward Commit- 
tee, with the utmost despatch. 

We are, dear sir, with regard, your most humble servants, 

William Brown, 
Roger Osmond. 

To Abner Nash, Esquire, or either of the Committee 
for the County of Craven. Per express. 

Newborn, May 6, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The enclosed arrived here about an hour 

past, and is forwarded immediately to you ; and desire you 

will keep a copy of James Lockwood's letter, and send 

them on as soon as possible to the Wilmington Committee. 

We are, gentlemen, your obedient servants, 

Samuel Smith, A. Nash, 

13. Cogdell, Joseph Leech, 

John Green, John Fonvielle, 

William Tisdale, William Stanly, 
Thomas McLin, James Coor. 

N. B. We have enclosed our last paper, which gives an 
account of the first beginning of the battle, which please 



to send to Wilmington, &.c, and send all the bundle of 
papers forward as soon as possible you can. 
To the Committee of Onslow County. 

Onslow, Sunday morning, 10 o'clock, May 7. 

Gentlemen: About an hour past I received the en- 
closed papers. Disperse them to your adjoining County. 
Keep a copy of James Loclcwood's letter ; and pray write 
us what to do. We are for Onsloiv. 

Wm. Cray, Edvvd. Ward, 

Seth Ward, Robert Snead. 

Jos. French, 
Enclosed is the last Gazette for Brunswick. 

To the Wilmington and Brunswick Committees. 
For Cornelius Harnett, Esquire, Colonel John Ash, or 
any one of the Committee for Wilmington. (Express.) 

New River, May 7, 1775. 
Received and forwarded by William Cray. 

Wilmington, May 8, 1775, 4 o'clock, afternoon. 

Dear Sir: I take the liberty to forward by express the 
enclosed papers, which were received at 3 o'clock this af- 
ternoon. If you should be at a loss for a man and horse, 
the bearer will proceed as far as the Boundary House. 
You will please direct to Mr. Marion, or any other gentle- 
man, to forward the packet immediately to the Southward, 
with the greatest possible despatch. 

I am, with esteem, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 

Corns. Harnett. 

P. S. For God's sake send the man on without the least 
delay; and write to Mr. Marion to forward it by night and 
by day. 

To Richard Quince, Esquire, Brunswick. 

Brunswick, May 8, 1775, 9 o'clock in the evening. 

Sir : 1 take the liberty to forward by express the en- 
closed Papers, which I just received from Wilmington; 
and I must entreat you to forward them to your community 
at Georgetoivn, to be conveyed to Charlestown from yours, 
with all speed. Enclosed is the newspaper, giving an ac- 
count of the beginning of the battle ; and a letter of what 
happened after. Pray don't neglect a moment in forward- 
ing. I am your humble servant, Richd. Quince. 

To Isaac Marion, Esq., at the Boundary. 

May 8, 1775. 

Dear Sir : Though I know you stand in no need of 
being prompted when your Country requires your service, 
yet I cannot avoid writing to you, to beg you to forward 
the Papers containing such important news ; and pray or- 
der the express you send to ridenigbt and day. 

I am, dear sir, in the greatest haste, your most obedient 
servant, R. Howe. 

Isaac Marion, Esq., Boundary. 

Boundary, May 9, 1775, Little River. 

Gentlemen of the Committee: I have just now re- 
ceived express from the Committees of the Northward 
Provinces, desiring I would forward the enclosed Packet to 
the Southern Committees. As yours is the nearest, I re- 
quest, for the good of our Country, and the welfare of 
our lives and liberties, and fortunes, you will not lose a mo- 
ment's time, but despatch the same to the Committee of 
Georgetown, to be forwarded to Charlestown. 

In mean time, am, gentlemen, your obliged humble ser- 
vant, &c, Isaac Marion. 
To Danness Hankins, Josias Alison, and Samuel Divight, 
Esquires, and Messrs. Francis and John AJlston, gen- 
tlemen of the Committee for Little River. 

Wednesday, 1 o'clock, May 10, 1775. 

Gentlemf.n : The enclosed Papers were just now de- 
livered to me by an express from Little River. I make 
not the least doubt but you will forward them with the ut- 
most despatch, to the General Committee at Charlestoivn. 
I am, gentlemen, your very humble servant, 

Benja. Young. 
To Paul Trapier, Esq., Chairman of the Committee at 
Georgetown. 

Half past G, Wednesday evening. 

Gentlemen: We have received your letter, and shall 
be careful to execute, with all the diligence in our power, 
whatever you have recommended. We send you by ex- 
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press a letter and newspaper, with momentous intelligence, 
this Instant arrived. We are your humble servants, 

Paul Trapier, P. Trapier, Junior, 
^ S. Wragg, Anthony Bonneau. 

The Contmittge of Intelligence in Charlestown, to the care 
oT the Honourable William Henry Drayton, Esq, Per 
Express. 



— — - Salem, Massachusetts, April 20, 1775. 

GreaJjBritain, adieu ! No Longer shaft we honour you as 
our mother ; you are become cruel ; you have. not so much 
bowels as the s^a monsters towards their young ones. We 
have erred to you for justice, but behold violence and blood- 
shed ! Tour sword is drawn offensively, and the sword of 
Neiv-England defensively ; by this stroke you have broken 
us off from you, and effectually alienated us from you. O 
Britain] see you to your own house. 

King 'George the Third, adieu ! No more shall we cry 
to you for protection; no more shall we bleed in defence 
of your persorr._ Your breach of covenant ; your violation 
of faith ; your turning a deaf ear to out cries for justice, 
foTcovsrranted protectioirand salvation from the oppressive, 
tyrannical, and bloody measures of the British Parliament, 
and putting a sanction upon alLthejr measures to enslave 
and butcher us, have dissolved our allegiance to your 
Crown and Government. Your sword, that ought in jus- 
tice /to - profecTus, is now drawn with a witness to destroy 
us. O George ! see. thou to thine own bouse. 

_ General Gage, pluck up stakes and begone ; you have 
drawiphe sword ; you have slain in cool blood a number 
of innppent New-England men ; you have made the as- 
sault, andbe it_ known to you, the defensive sword of New- 
England is now_drawn ; it nowBludies just revenge, and 
EIwiiriiotT)? satisfied till your blood is shed, and- the blood 
of everyTon of violence under your command, and the 
blood ofjjvery traitorous Tory under your protection : 
therefore depart with all your master's forces; depart from 
our territories; return to your master soon, or destruction 
will come upon you. Every moment you tarry in ~ Neio- 
England, in the character of your master's Genera], you 
are viewed as an intruder, and must expect to be treated 
by us^wrtnveterate enemyv : 

O my dear New-England, hear thou the alarm of war ! 
The call of Heaven is to arms! to arms! The sword of 
Britain js drawn against us; without provocation, how 
rsmfJSL pur„spn_sj)a ve been fired upon and slain in cool 
Wood, in the cool of the day ! What unheard-of barbarity 
has been committed on the sickly and helpless grey hairs 
and innocent babes, by the British Troops! Behold the 
fruits of our being declared rebels by the British Parlia- 
M?M ] ..."Behold what 3^,N ew-England must expect to feel, 
if we. don't cut off and make a final end of those British 
sons of violence, and oLeyery base Tory among us, or con- 
fine the latter to Simshury mines. '_ I beseech you, for 
God's sake, and for your own sake, watch against every 
vice, every provocation of God Almighty against us'; 
against intemperance in_dr3nking] against profane Jan- 
guage,3nd_aILde_bauclTery; and let us all. rely on the arm 
of the Most High; and whether we tarry by the stuff, or 
jeoparcLour lives in the high places of the field, let us all, 
like gawd Jehoshap/iat, address the Throne of God, saying, 
"Behold how they reward us, to come to call us out of thy 
possessions," which thou hast given us to inherit ! our 
God, TvTlt thou not judge them_?_For we have no. midit 
against them ; neither know we what to do ; but our eyes 
are upon thee." 

Wejje, my brethren, in a good cause; and if God be 
for us, weTieed not fear what man can do. Let us be wise, 
be prudent, be firm, and courageous. The cause that 
General Gage has undertaken to execute, is so manifestly 
wrong, that lie must be a terfbtif to himself. Our blood 
shed by the Troops under his command, cries, and the 
cry will soon appear to have reached Heaven against 
him. 

O thou righteous Judge of all the earth," awake for our 
help. Amen and Amen. Joh.wnets in Erc^o.' " 



making in Boston for a speedy march into the country, 
impresses us with the absolute necessity of convening the 
Provincial Congress at Concord, as soon as may be, agree- 
able to a vote of Congress at their last session. You are 
therefore requested immediately to repair to Concord, as 
the closest deliberations, and the collected wisdom of the 
people, at this alarming crisis, are indispensably necessary 
for the salvation, of the Country. 

R.ich:abij.T)evens, per order. 
To the Members of the Provincial Congress. 



THE COMMITTEE OF SATETY OF HA^^'CTrC^rrTS~TT5"TH*ir" 

GOVERNOUR OF CONNECTICUT; 

Cambridge, April 20, 1775. 
On Wednesday, the 1 9th instant, early in the morning, 
a detachment of General Gage's Army marched into the 
country to Lexington, about thirteen IhjEsLfrom JBoston, 
where they met with a small party* of Winute-merT exer- 
cising, Who had no intention of doing any injury to the 
Regulars. But they fired upon our men without any pro- 
vocation, killed eight of them the firsl oniet "then marched 
forward to Concord, where they destroyed" Ihe Srlagazines 
and Stores for a considerable time. Our people, however, 
mustered as soon as possible, and repulsed the Troops, 
pursuing them quite down to Charlestown, until they 
reached a place called Bunker's HflT ," alt hough"" they re- 
ceived a very large reinforcement at Leodngton. from Gen- 
eral Gage. As the Troops have now commenced hostili- 
ties, we think it our duty to exert our utmost strength to 
save our Country from absolute slavery. We pray your 
Honours would afford us all the assistanceTn~your power, 
and shall be glad that our brethren who come to our aid 
may be supplied with Military Stores^anTKOTisSons^as 
we have none of either more than is absolutely necessary 
for ourselves. We pray God to direct youTo such mea- 
sures as shall tend to the salvation of our common liber- 
ties. Per order of the Committee of Safety. 



DOCTOR W'ARREN TO GENER"AT"GlRE"r " 

Cambridge, April 20, 1775. 

Sir: The unhappy situation into which this Colony is 
thrown gives the greatest uneasiness to every man who re- 
gards the welfare of the Empire, or feels for the distresses 
of his fellow-men ; but even now much may be done to 
alleviate the misfortunes that cannot be entirely remedied ; 
and I think it of the utmo-,1 importance to us, that our con- 
duct be such as that the contending parties may entirely 
rely upon the honour and intcgiit) of each other for the 
punctual perfoimance of any agreement that shall be made 
between them. Your Excellency knows very' well, I be- 
lieve, the part 1 ha\c taken in publick affairs: I ever 
scorned disguise. I think I hate done my duty; some 
may think otherwise ; but be assured, Sir, as far as my in- 
fluence goes, eveiy thing which can be reasonably required 
of us to do, shall be done; eveiy thing promised, shall Be 
religiously pei formed. I should now be very glad to know 
from you, Sir, how man) days you desire may be allowed 
for such as de.-ire to remote to Boston with their effects, 
and what time you will allow the people in Boston for their 
removal. When I hate received " that in formal ion", I will 
repair to Congress, and hasten, as far as Tarn able, the 
issuing a Proclamation. ] beg leave to suggest that the 
condition of only admitting thirty Wagons at a time into 
the Town appears to me very inconvenient, and will pre- 
vent the good effects of a Proclamation intended to be 
issued for encouraging all wagoners to assist in removing 
the effects from Boston with all possible speed. If vour 
Excellency will be pleaded to take the matter into con- 
sideration, and favour me as sooii as"m : ay"r7e~ tt~i'th~ fin an- 
swer, it will lay me under a great obligation, as it so nearly 
concerns the welfare of my fiiends in Boston. I have 
many things which I wish to say to your Excellency, and 
most sincerely wish I had broken through the formalities 
which I thought due to your iank, and freely have told 
you all I knew or thought of inibhck" affairs : and I must 



Concord, MatsiHuisjUs, April 20, 1775. 
Sir: The Aimy cinder General Gage having murdered 
sundry inhabitant; this, with the industrious preparations 
Fourth Series.— Vol. ii. 



ever confess, whatever ma) be the event', "that you gene- 
rously gave me such an opening as I now "think I ought to 
. have embraced; but the true cause of jny not doing irwas 
the knowledge I had of the vileness aiill tre'aclierrof many 
24 ' ""*""" 
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persons around you, who I supposed had gained your .en- 
tire" confidence. I am, &tc. 



AD AM BABCOCK TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

New-Haven, April 20, 1775. 

Sir : I have a Brig now ready for sea, on board of which 
Bladen twelve Oxen, bound for the foreign West-Indies. 
She was ~cleared_put the 15th instant, and has made several 
attempts to sail, and once actually sailed, but by contrary 
winds, was obliged yesterday to put backhand must unlade 
the Cattle she has on board, according to your Honour's 
Proclamation, unless the circumstances attending this mat- 
ter _can induce your Honour to grant a dispensation. I 
will use no other argument in favour of this application 
than this: that as the Cattle were purchased, cleared out, 
and shipped before the Embargo was laid, and indeed be- 
fore the cause that occasioned the Embargo existed, there 
was consequently no intention in metodefeat the wise pre- 
cision, of our Legislature, and have been so Jong a time 
on ship-board, at. a great expense. Whether, under these 
circumstances, 1 may not claim," at least ask anexemption, 
as inmy apprehension the publick will apparently sustain a 
greater loss through me, as an individual, from her being 
stopped and unloaded, (as I have neither time ;rior oppor- 
tunity to supply the place of the Oxen with Horses before 
there may be danger of sending out any Vessel,) than from 
her proceeding to perform her voyage ; especially when I 
assure "your Honour that the nett proceeds of this Vessel 
and Cargo are~ordered to be laid out iff the West-Indies, 
and shipped home to me in certain articles which the com- 
munity are in much greater want of at this unhappy period 
than of Cattle. . JLs.haU wait your Honour's determination 
by the return of the young man, Mr. Adam Helme, who 
waits on you with this; and in' the mean tinie have the 
honour. tQ__.be, with the greatest respect, your Honour's 
most obedient and humble servant, Adam Babcock. 

The Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Governour of the 
Colony of Connecticut. 



.Williams burgh, Virginia, April 21, 1775. 
This morning, between three and four o'clock, all the 
Gunpowder in the Magazine, to the.. amount, as we hear, 
of about twenty barrels, was carried off .in his Excellency 
the Governour's Wagon, escorted by Captain Collins and a 
detachment of Marines from the armed Schooner Magda~ 
len, now lying at BunveU's Ferry, and lodged on board 
that Vessel. As soon asihe news.of this .manoeuvre, took 
wind, the whole City was alarmed, and much exasperated ; 
and .numbej-s got themselves in..readiness.to.repair to the 
Palace to demand from, the Governour a restoration of 
what they so justly supposed was deposited in this Maga- 
zine for the Country's defence. However, as some gen- 
tlemen represented the propriety of remonstrating to the 
Governour upon this loceasion in a decent .. and. respectful 
manner, the Common Hall assembled, who, after delibera- 
ting some time, waited upon his .Excellency with the fol- 
lowing Address, which was presented by the Honourable 
Qeyton Randolph, Esquire, RecorderJof this City , and is 
as follows : 

To His Excellency the Right Honourable John Earl of 
Dunmore, His Majesty's Lieutenant, Governour-Gene- 
__ral, and Commander-in-chief of the Colony and Do- 
._ minion of Virginia : 

Th e humb le Address of the Mayor," Recorder, Aldermen, 
and Common Council of the City of Williamshurgh : 

My Lord : We, His Majesty's dutiful.and loyal subjects, 
the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, and Common Council of 
theCity of Williamsburgh, in Common Hall ass.embled, hum- 
bly beg leave to represent to your Excellency that the inhabi- 
tants of this City were this momm<» exceedingly alarmed 
by a report that a large quantity of Gunpowder was, in the 
preceding night, while they were sleeping in their beds, re-* 
moved from the publick Magazine in this City, and conr 
veyed under anescort of Marines on board oae of His Ma-; 
jesty's armed Vessels lying at a.Ferry on Jama River. 
_., Wgjieg leave to -represent 'to your Excellency, that as 
this Magazine" was erected at the pirbl.ick expense of this 
Colony, and appropriated, to the safe-keeping of such mu- 
nitioivas .should be there; lodged from time ^o, time, for the 



protection and security of the Country, by arming thereout 
such of the Militia as might be necessary in case of inva- 
sions and insurrections, they humbly conceive it to be the 
only proper repository to he resorted to in times of immi- 
nent. danger. 

We farther beg leave to inform your Excellency, that 
from various reports atpresent prevailing in different parts 
of the Country, we have too much reason to believe that 
some wicked and designing persons have instilled the most 
diabolical notions into Ihejminds of our Slaves, and that, 
therefore, the utmost attention to our internal, security is 
become the more necessary. 

The' circumstances of this City, my Lord, we consider 
as peculiar and critical. The inhabitants, from the situa- 
tion of. the Magazine in the middle o f their City, havejor 
along tract of. time been exposed to all those dangers which 
have happened in many Countries" from explosions and 
other accidents. „ They have, from time to time, thought 
it incumbent on them. to guard the Magazine. For their, 
security, they have for some time. past judged it necessary 
to keep strong patrols on foot. In their present circum- 
stances, then, to have the chief ..and .necessary means of 
their defence removed, cannot b ut be e xtremely alarming. 

Considering ourselves as guardians of the City, we there- 
fore humbly desire to be informed by your Excellency 
upon what motives and .Jotiwhat particular purpose the 
Powder has been carried, off in such a manner : and we 
earnestly entreat your Excellency to order it. to be imme- 
diately returned to the. Magazine,;. ;;.; ;_ i;__ ___.__;;___: v;____l; 

To which Address His _ Excellency returned this verbal 
' ' Answer: ; — t~"~~ := ""'~" 

That hearing of an insurrection inra neighbouring Coun- 
ty, he had removed the Powder from the Magazine, where 
he did not think it secure, to a place where it would be. in 
perfect security ; and that, upon his word and honour, 
whenever it was wanted on any insurrection, it should be 
delivered in half an hour. That he had removed it i n the 
night time to prevent any alarm ; and that Captain Collins 
had his express commands for the part he had acted. He 
was surprised to hear the people_ were under arms on this 
occasion, and that he should" not Think it prudent to put 
Powder into their hands in; such a .situation. 



CUMBERLAND COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee fQr.£umJerfe«f?. County, 
held on Friday, the 2lst_of April, 1775 : 

The Chairman recommended.^ 
take under consideration the proceedings of the late Pro- 
vincial Convention, held at RichmondTIown, m the County 
of Henrico, from Monday, the 20th of March, to Monday, 
the 27th of the same month, _.,___..__^____ ____._^ 

The Committee accordingly proceeded to the considera- 
tion thereof, and, after the maturest deliberation, caroenb 
the following Resolutions; ... " :~:Z~Z!L7^^^I?;i_ ; '.~7Z. 

Resolved, unanimously, That this Committee ¥0 cordially 
approve the Proceedings and Resolutions of Jhejate Pro- 
vincial Convention, and also recommend it, in. the _stro_ng- 
est terms, to the inhabMh_fs of. _tIus___Cjounty, to _obserye 
them in every particular, and that they use every means 
in their power to carry them into effect, 

Resolved, unanimously, That the most coidjjjLthanks _of 
this Committee, and of all the inhabitants of the County, 
are justly due to theHonoufable. Peyton Randolyh, Esq., 
and the rest of the worthy Delegates who represented this 
Colony in the late Provincial ConyenTIon,, for the cheerful 
undertaking, and faithful dischargeof the trust reposedin 
them, and for the wisdom and spir i t_display edli n jheir pro- 
ceedings. George Cakrington, Chairman. 



CONNECTICUT COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE TO JOHN 
HANCOCK. 

Lebanon, April 21, 1775. 

.. ..Dear SiR;: .Two, of, the Delegates from your. Congress 
w.ere.with Governour Trumbull, and left him this morn jng 
at. 7 .o'clock. Writs are gone out, "to call the General. As- 
sejmbTy to meet ."ajt HartfmA next Wedn esday . Every pre- 
paration is making to support your Province. We have 
many" reports of wha.t is doing with you/the puitiotdarswe 
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cannot yet get with precision. The ardour of our people is 
such, that they can't be kept back. The Colonels are to 
forward part of the best men and most ready, as fast as 
possible, the remainder to be ready at a moment's warning. 
These are the present movements with us. All that we 
leaTii from you is, that a Brigade marched from Boston to- 
wards Concord last Tuesday evening; that they fired on a 
party of Provincials at that place, and that they were at- 
tacked by the Provincials, and obliged to retreat ; and that 
General Gage was marching out to cover their retreat ; 
that numbers were killed on both sides. Indeed, our ac- 
counts are so various, we know not what to rely on. We 
therefore have despatched Mr. David Trumbull, the son 
of Governour Trumbull, with orders to proceed to such 
place as he shall find you at, and get such intelligence as 
may be depended on, that we may know how to concert 
the measures necessary and best for us to take. 

We shall anxiously expect to hear from you, and hope 
to have such intelligence as you may judge necessary to 
give us, by the return of Mr. Trumbull. 
■-•We are, with anxious prayers for your safety, and a 
happy event of this most disagreeable contest, gentlemen, 
your most humble servants, Wm. Williams, 

Nath. Wales, Jr., 
Joseph Trumbull. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esquire, President of 
7 the Provincial Congress of the Massachusetts-Bay. Per 

Mr. Trumbull. 

P. S. We hope despatches will be immediately sent off 
from you, with most authentick accounts of the late trans- 
actions, to forestall such exaggerated accounts as may go 
fromjhe Army and Navy; it may prevent harsh measures, 
and strengthen the hands of our friends in Britain. We 
hint this step, and dare say no hints, however free, at such 
a tirrjens this, will be taken amiss. 



marched to Concord, where they destroyed part of our 
Magazines and Stores. However, our people collected as 
soon as possible, and repulsed the Troops, puisuing them 
quite down to Charlestoivn, where they encamped on a 
place called Bunker's Hill. The First Division, which 
consisted of about one thousand men, went to Concord, and 
the Second Division, about the same number, who took the 
same route, supported the First Division as well as they 
could, but all were obliged to retire. Our loss is sup- 
posed between twenty and thirty killed, and a few wounded. 
Their loss is much larger. As theTroops have now begun 
hostilities, we think it our duty to exert our utmost strength 
to save our Country from absolute slavery, and we pray 
you to afford us all the assistance. in your power; and we 
shall be glad that our brethren, who may come to our aid, 
may be supplied with all necessary provisions and military 
stores, as we have no more of either than what is abso- 
lutely necessary for ourselves. We pray God to direct 
you to such measures as shall tencf to the salvation of pur 
common liberties. ■-,-,-, -,,-^ ------ --- - 

We are, gentlemen, with great respect, your distressed 
friends and brethren. By order of the Committee of 
Safety. J. Palmer. 

To the Honourable John Wentworth, Esquire, Chairman 
.. of the Provincial Congress of New- Hampshire. Per 

favour of Mr. John Griffin. = _ -,,._., ^,. 



COMMITTEE OF TfEWBURYPORT TO THE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

Newburyport, April 21, 1775. 

Sir: We have sent forward the bearer, to have your 
orders with all possible despatch by his return, whether 
the forces that are coming from the Province of New- 
Hampshire, and from the eastern parts of our Province, 
who, by expresses, are hastening along, should be sent 
back, especially those who live near the sea-shore. We 
are weiljnformed numbers passed our River yesterday, at 
the upper Ferries, besides four Companies through this 
Town, on their way to you, We shall follow your direc- 
tions, -and Jjf_ord_eredj_ Jake care to find expresses as far 
Eastward as necessary. We have a party of men from 
this Town (upwards of one hundred) upon their march to 
you. , If they are not wanted, and you think proper, you 
can order our express to turn them back. We sent off 
last evening two field-pieces to you ; if not wanted, they 
may be oTsome use here. We would be glad of your di- 
rections_by our next Express, or by any safe opportunity, 
as soonas" you can attend, how we shall act in case any 
Cutters should come in here, more especially if they bring 
land forces with jhem. If provisions of any sort are wanted, 
give us~an~accoant what sort, and we will forward what we 
are able, with all despatch. If, in giving answers to these 
'inquiries," it be necessary for you to give any private infor- 
mation, please to direct to Benjamin Greenleaf, Esquire, 
sealed, ancT enclose it in another letter, with your informa- 
tion that may be communicated, sealed, to the Chairman 
of the Committee for this Town, by whose order, and in 
whose behalf, I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

B. Greenleaf. 



COMMITTEE OF SAFETY OF MASSACHUSETTS TO NEW-HAMP- 
SHIRE CONGRESS. 

Cambridge, April 22, 1775. 
Gentlemen: On Wednesday, the 19th instant, early in 
the morning; n Brigade of General Gage's Army marched 
into the country to Lexington, about thirteen miles from 
Boston, where they met with a small party of our Militia 
exercising, who had no intention of doing injury to the Regu- 
lars; but they fired upomour men, without any provocation, 
killed eight of them, and. wounded two others. Then they 



benjamin greenleaf to the comst[tflie^of"c0rrespon- 
dence in hampton;" 

Newburyport, April 22, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We have now received information from 
the Committee of Safety at Cambridge, who are appointed 
by the Province, that they have a sufficient number of men 
arrived, and therefore would not have any more come from 
the Northward for the present, but think it needful they 
should be ready to guard the sea-coasts s_in jjieirown neigh- 
bourhood. Pray forward this intelligence as far_as may be 
needful, and with as much despatch as possible. 

We were unhappily thrown into distress yesterday, by 
false accounts received by two or three persons, and spread 
abroad, of a number of Soldiers being landed at Ipswich 
and murdering the inhabitants. Wehave smcejieard that 
it arose in the first place from a discovery oT some small 
Vessels near the entrance of their JRiyer=-one, at least, 
known to be a Cutter — and it was apprehended that they 
were come to relieve the captives there M Jail. u,_— - 

I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant, 

_- J^ GjREENLE AF . 

To the Committee of Correspondence in Hampton. 



COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE INrtAlWANf s"6f boston. 

April 22, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The Committee of Safety being informed 
that General Gage has proposed a Treaty with thelnhabi- 
tants of the Town of Boston, wherejn he stipulates that 
the women and children, with all their effects,_sjiajl have 
safe conduct without the Garrison, arid theirjjien a[so, upon 
condition that the male inhabitants withiryhe Tovyn jshall, 
on their part, solemnly engage that they wuT not take up 
arms against the King's Troops within the_Town, should 
an attack be made from without. We cannot but esteem 
these conditions to be just and reasonable ; and as the ..in- 
habitants are in danger of suffering from the want of pro- 
visions, which, in this time of general confusion^cannpt be 
conveyed into the Town, are willingyou shquldenter Jnto, 
and faithfully keep the engagement aforementioned, said to 
be required of you, and to remove yourselves, women, 
children, and effects, as soon as may be. __ 

Per order, _ . ... - 



BOSTON COMMITTEE TO DR. JoWpH "WARREfC 

Boston, April 23,1775. 
Sir : The following proceedings contain the Agreement 
made between his Excellency General Gage and theTown 
of Boston. You are informed it is the earnest desire of 
the inhabitants, that such persons as incline to remove into 
the Town with their effects, may be. permitted so to do 
without molestation, and they having appointed us as a 
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Committee to write to you on tins subject, we hope this re- 
quest will be_ complied with, as the Town, in a very full 
meeting, was unanimous in this and every other vote, re- 
lating to this matter ; and we beg the favour of as speedy 
an answer as may be. We are, most respectfully, your 
obedient humble servants, 

James Bowdoin, John Pitts, 

John Scollay, Ezek. Goldthwait, 

Tim. Newell, Alexander Hill, 

,.„ Thqs. Marshall, Henderson Inches, 

Samuel Austin, Edward Payne. 
To Doctor Joseph Warren. 



AGREEMENT BETWEEN GENERAL GAGE AND THE TOWN OP 
BOSTON. 

Boston, SS. 

At a meeting of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants 
of the Town of Boston, legally warned, on Saturday, the 
22d day of April, A. D. 1775, 

The Hon. James Bowdoin, Esq., Moderator. 

TtlS. _Mo^I!iiJog_infornied the Town that the present 
meeting was in consequence of an interview between his 
Excellency General Gage and the Selectmen, at his de- 
sire, and mentioned the substance of the conversation that 
passed ; and also that the Selectmen, with the advice and 
assistance of a number of gentlemen, had prepared several 
votes, which they thought it might be proper for the Town 
to pass; and which, in conjunction with, the assurances 
that hacLbeen given to his Excellency by the Selectmen, 
they apprehended, from the interview aforesaid, would be 
satisfactory to his Excellency: Whereupon, the Honour- 
able James Bowdoin, Esquire, Ezekiel Goldthwait, Esq., 
Mr. Henderson Inches, Mr, Edward Payne, Mr. Alexan- 
der Hill, together with the Selectmen, viz: John Scollay, 
Esquire, Mr. Timothy Newell, Mr. Samuel Austin, Tho- 
mas: Marshall, Esquire, and Mr. John Pitts were appoint- 
ed a Commjttee to consider of this important matter, and 
were desired toreport as soon as may be. 

The. said .Committee made report, and, after some de- 
bate, the two following Votes passed unanimously, viz: 

His Excellency General Gage, in an interview with the 
Selectmen, having represented that there was a large body 
of meniiiriarms r assembled in the neighbourhood of this 
Town, with hostile intentions against His Majesty's Troops 
stationed here, and that in case the Troops should be at- 
tacks d_ by them, ancT the attack should be aided by the 
inhabitants of j]ie_Town, it might issue in very unhappy 
conseiquences^ro the Town : For prevention whereof, his 
ExceTrency r assufed the Selectmen, that whatever might be 
the event of the attack, he would take effectual care that 
the Troops should, do no damage, nor commit any act of 
violence in the_Town ;" but that the lives and properties of 
the inhabitants^ ..should, be protected and secured, if the 
inhabitants behaved peaceably: And the Selectmen, in 
behalf of the Town, engaged for the peaceable behaviour 
of the inhabitants accordingly. In confirmation of which 
engagement, 

VotecV^That as the Town have behaved peaceably to- 
wards the Troops hitherto, they hereby engage to continue 
to do;so ; and the Peace Officers and all other Tovyn On- 
cers are enjoined, and_the Magistrates, and all persons of 
influence in the Town, are earnestly requested to exert 
their utinpsrt radea^oujs to preserve the peace of the Town. 
The Town at the .s ame time relies on the assurances of 
his Ex cellen cy that no insult, violence, or damage shall be 
done to the persons or property of the inhabitants, either 
by the Troops or the King's Ships, whatever may be the 
event of the attack his Excellency seems to apprehend ; 
but of which attack we ...have no knowledge or information 
whjiteye7,Ts~all communication between the Town and 
Country has been interrupted by his Excellency's order 
ever sinc_e the collection of the body aforesaid. 

Where as the c ommunication between this Town and the 
Country, both by land_.and by water, is at present stopped 
by order of JiisJExcellency General Gage, and the inhabi- 
tants ca nnot be s upplied with Provisions, Fuel, and other 
necess aries of life ;. lay "which means the sick and all inva- 
lids must suffer greatly and immediately, and the inhabi- 
tants irrgeneral be distressed, especially such (which is by 
much the greatest part) as have not had the means of laying 



in a stock of provisions, but depend [for supplies from the coun- 
try for their daily support, and may be in danger of perish- 
ing, unless the communication be opened : Therefore, 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to wait on 
his Excellency General Gage, to represent to him the slate 
of the Town in this regard, and to remind his Excellency 
of his declarations in answer to Addresses made \o him 
when the works on the Neck were erecting, viz: " That he 
had no intention of stopping up the avenue to the Town, 
or of obstructing the inhabitants or any of the country peo- 
ple coming in or going out of the Town as usual ; that he 
had no intention to prevent the free egress and regress of 
any person lo and from the Town, or of reducing it to the 
state of a garrison ; that he could not possibly intercept the 
intercourse between the Town and Country ;" that " it is 
his duty and interest to encourage it ; and it is as much 
inconsistent with his duty and interest to form the strange 
scheme of reducing the inhabitants to, a state of Jhumilia.-. 
tiori and vassalage, by stopping their supplies." Also, to 
represent to him that, in consequence of these repeated 
assurances of his Excellency, the fears and apprehensions 
of the inhabitants had generally subsided, and many per- 
sons, who had determined to remove, with their_ effects, 
have remained in Town, whilst othersTargely concerned in 
navigation had introduced many valuable goods, in full 
confidence of the promised security. That the Town think 
his Excellency incapable of acting oft principles inconsist- 
ent With honour, justice, and humanity, and therefore that 
they desire his Excellency will please to give orders for 
opening the communication, not only for bringing Provisions, 
into the Town, but also that the inhabitants, such of them 
as incline, may retire from the Town. .with, their effects 
without molestation. : ." 

The same Committee were appointed to wait upon the 
General with the foregoing votes. " "~ 

Then the meeting was adjourned to Sabbath mornihg7 
ten o'clock. 

Sabbath morning, Ten o'clock, April 23, 17~5V 

The Town met, according to adjournment. 

The said Committee made a, verba] report. Whereupon 
it was .desired that the Committee would withdraw and re- 
duce their Report to writing, which was accordingly done, 
and is as follows, viz : 

" The Committee appointed by the Town to wait upon 
his Excellency General Gage with a copy of the two Votes 
passed by the Town yesterday in the afternoon, report : 
That they being read to him by the Committee, and a long 
conference had with him upon the subject-matter contained 
in the said votes, his Excellency finally gave for answer, 
that upon the inhabitants in general lodging their arms in 
Faneuil-Hall, or any other convenient place, under the 
care of the Selectmen, marked with the names of the 
respective owners, that all such, inha bitants as are inc lined_ 
may depart from the Town with theirjamilies and effects, 
and those who remain may depend upon his protection ; 
and that the arms aforesaid, at a suitable time, would be 
returned to the owners." = _._ = ._.___._:_~_ 

Whereupon, Voted, That the Town accept of his Ex- 
cellency's proposal, and will lodge their arms with the 
Selectmen accordingly. 

Voted, That the same Committee be desired t o wait 
upon his Excellency the Governoj,ir^with__tlie_vote_g,f the. 
Town complying with his Excellency's proposal, and the 
Committee are desired to request _o_f his ^Excellency that 
the removal may be by land and water, as "may be most 
convenient for the inhabitants, ,.J„.,..^„..„..,__~1_„2 . .[__ 

"The Committee appointed to wait upon his Excellen- 
cy report, that they accordingly waifed^porThim, and read 
the vote of the Town, which was accepted by his Excel- 
lency ; and at the same time his. Excellency agreed that 
the inhabitants might remove from the Town by land and 
water with their effects, within the limits prescribed by the 
Port Act ; and also informed the CornmiueeT^wouIcl de- 
sire the Admiral to lend his boats to i.facfljtate the removal 
of the effects,pf the inhabitants, and vvoujd_aflow carriages 
to pass and repass for that purpose - ; likewise would take 
care that the poor that may reTOgrrpTrr Town should not 
suffer for want of provision after their own .stoc^js expend- 
ed, and desire that a letter might he wrote to Dr. Warren, 
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Chairman of the Committee of the Congress, that those 
persons in the country who may incline to remove into 
Boston with their effects, may have liberty so to do with- 
out molestation." 

The Town unanimously accepted of the foregoing Re- 
port, and desired the inhabitants would deliver their arms 
to the Selectmen as soon as may be. 

The meeting was then adjourned to Tuesday morning, 
the _25th of April, ten o'clock in the forenoon, and was 
continued by successive adjournments to Thursday, P. M., 
the 27th of April, 1775, when the Town met, to receive 
the further Teport of the Committee. They reported as 
follows, viz -:■--. 

" The Committee waited on his Excellency General 
Gage, with the papers containing the account of the arms 
delivered to the Selectmen, and the return made to them 
by the Constables of the Town relative to the delivery of 
arms in their respective Wards. After long conversation 
on the subject of the inhabitants removing themselves and 
effects jrom the Town, his Excellency being obliged to at- 
tend other business, left the affair to be settled with Briga- 
dier General Robinson, who, after further conference, and 
reporting the substance of it to General Gage, returned to 
the Committee, and declared to them that General Gage 
gives liberty to the inhabitants to remove out of Town with 
their effects ; arid desires that such inhabitants as intend to 
remove would give their names to the Selectmen, and sig- 
nify whether they mean to convey out their effects by land 
or water, in order that passes may be prepared ; for which 
passes, application may be made to General Robinson any 
time after eight o'clock to-morrow morning ; such passes to 
be had as soon as persons wanting them shall be ready to 
depart." 

Voted, That the foregoing Report be accepted, the Town 
relying on the honour and faith of General Gage that he 
will perform his part of the contract, as they have faith- 
fully performed their part of it. 

Then the meeting was adjourned to Monday next, May 1 , 
ten o'clock in the forenoon. 

Henry Alljne, Jun., Town Cleric, pro tern. 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, ) 
April 23, 1775. \ 

Resolved, unanimously, That James Sullivan, Esquire, 
a Member of this Congress, be immediately despatched to 
the Colony of New-Hampshire, as a Delegate from this 
body, to deliver to the Provincial Congress there the fol- 
lowing Letter; and further inform thern of the present 
situation of this Colony, and report the effect of his mis- 
sion to this Congress, as soon as possible. 

Watertown, April 23, 1775. 

Before this letter can reach you, we doubt not you have 
been sufficiently notified of the late alarming Resolutions 
of the British, Parliament, wherein we see ourselves de- 
clared Rebels, and all our sister Colonies in New-England, 
in commorr with us, marked out for the severest punish- 
ments. In consequence thereof, Genera! Gage has suddenly 
commenced hostilities by a large body of Troops under his 
command, secretly detached in the night of the 18th in- 
stant, which, on the morning ensuing, had actually begun 
the slaughter of the innocent inhabitants, in the very heart 
of the Country, before any intentions of that kind were 
suspected. And although the roused virtue of our bre- 
thren in the_ neighbourhood soon compelled them to precipi- 
tate retreat, they marked their savage route with depre- 
dations, ruin, and butcheries hardly to he matched by the 
armies of any civilized Nation on the globe. 

Justly alarmed by these manoeuvres, vast multitudes of 
the good people of this and the neighbouring Colonies, are 
now assembled^ in the vicinity of Boston for the protection 
of the Country. The gates of that devoted Town are 
shut, and the miserable inhabitants are pent up there, with 
a licentious sojdiery, as in one common prison. Large re- 
inforcements o/ the JTroops under General Gage are hourly 
expected ; and no reason is left us to doubt that his whole 
force, as soon as collected, will be employed for the de- 
struction, first of this, and then of pur sister Colonies en- 
gaged in the same interesting cause; and that all America 
will be speedily reduced to the most abject slavery, unless 
it is immediately defended by arms. 



Unavoidably reduced to this necessity, by circumstances 
that will justify us before God and the impartial world, 
this Congress, after solemn deliberation and application to 
Heaven for direction in the case, have this day unanimous- 
ly resolved, That it is our duty immediately to establish 
an Army for the maintenance of the most invaluable rights 
of human nature, and the immediate defence of this Colo- 
ny, where the first attack is made ; that 30,000 men are . 
necessary to be forthwith raised in the New-England Colo- 
nies for that purpose, and that of that force 13,600 shall 
be established by this Colony without delay. 

We have not a doubt of the virtue of the Colony of 
Neil-Hampshire, no less engaged than ourselves in the 
glorious cause at stake, and equally involved in the mise- 
ries that must ensue, should itbejost. In testimony of 
our reliance on you, we have sent this express to give you 
the earliest notice of these Resolutions, and the circum- 
stances that have necessitated them ; and earnestly to re- 
quest your speediest concurrence and such assistance in 
this most important cause, as the present urgent necessity 
demands, and the many former evidences we have had of 
the spirit and firmness of the Colony of New-Hampshire 
give us the highest reason to expect. We are, gentlemen, 
your most obedient humble servants,_ 

Joseph Warren, Pres r t pro tern". 

P. S. The great confusions in this Colony prevent our 
being able to send with this letter such depositions as might 
give full and particular information of the facts above re- 
ferred to ; but measures are taking for that purpose, and 
we shall not fail to transmit the result of them by the firM 
opportunity. 



JEDIDIAH FOSTER TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Uiookfiolci, April' 23, 1775." 

Honoured Sir: Mr. Davidson immediately proceeded 
from Concord to Governour Trumbull with the papers, as 
directed by the Congress; but from the then appearance 
of affairs he did not think proper to call the Assembly. 
Early on Thursday morning Mr. Davidson, with myself, 
set out for JLebanon to Governour Trumbull, who, about 
two hours before our arrival, had received _ thejtragical nar- 
rative from Colonel Palmer, and cheerfujly consented to 
call the Assembly of the Colony to _b_e_held at Hartford, 
on Wednesday next, ten o'clock in_the_mprning, at_ which 
time the Delegates will attend asjhey were directed by 
the Congress. I purpose, as soon as I have discharged my 
trust there, to attend my duty at the Congress. Wishing 
the Congress may be under the special guidance and direc- 
tion of Heaven, I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

Jedtduh Foster. 

To the President of the Honourable Provincial Congress 
of the Massachusetts-Bay. 



ANDREW M'CLARY TO THE NEW-HAMP&1IIKE ( ONCRE 1 ^. 

Cambridge, April 23, 1775. 

Honourable Gentlemen : Being in great haste, but 
beg leave to give you some broken intelligence relating to 
the Army that is now assembled here. The number is un- 
known at present, and as there is a Council of War now 
sitting, their result is still kept a profound secret. The 
Army has already provided a number of Cannon, (there is 
more still coming,) and is providing a great plenty of war- 
like stores, implements, and utensils. There arejiowabsut 
two thousand brave and hearty resolute New-Hampshire 
men, full of vigour and blood, from the interiour parts of the 
Province, which labour under a great disadvantage forinot 
being under proper regulations, for want of Field Officers. 
In pur present situation we have no voice in the Council 
of War, which makes a great difficulty. Pray, gentlemen, 
take these important matters under your mature considera- 
tion, and I doub.t not but your wisdom will dictate and 
point out such measures as will be most conducive to ex- 
tricate us from pur present difficulties, The conduct of a 
certain person belonging to New-Hampshire will have a 
vast tendency to stigmatize the Province most jgnomim- 
ously. Yesterday it was reported thr.oughout the New- 
Hampshire Troops, that one Mx t _Espy, who appeared in 
the character of a Captain at the, head of a Company, had 
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, hce njo the jGcnexal, and received a verbal express from 
him that all New-Hampshire men were dismissed, and that 

, they might return home ; and by the insinuation of him 

'and hisjjusy emissaries, about five or six hundred of our 
*rribn"inCT3n«lderately marched off for home. Captain Cilley 

? ifrtu 1 were tlnoe miles from Cambridge when we received 

.it i' J1,T *r?« " lj ™ »-•«« .' " ■■ ■ ■ e> _. ., 

the intelligence, which was, to our unspeakable surprise, 
for us to.return before the work was done. Wejmmediately 
iepaire"d to the General to know the certainty of the report, 
ftnd on nuking application to him he told us that it was an 
absolute ^ falsehood, for he never had any such thought; 
wTicrcas T he very highly valued Neiv- Hampshire inen, 
"'always understanding them to be the best of soldiers,' and 
that he would not have any of them to depart for home 
"OTarTy'SSnSideiation whatever till mattersw'ere further com- 
promised ; and strictly inquired for the man in order to have 
-Inm confronted. r We replied the man was departed, and 
tlieiefore^we could.npt. conform to his request. But since, 
we Understand that his conduct hath stopped a number of 
men fiom coming in, and some officers that tarried have 
sent For their men to return back. Pray, gentlemen, don t 
let it always be reported that New-Hampshire men were 
'always fjrave Soldiers, but no Commanders. The de- 
sertion of those men causes much uneasiness among the 
fCrriaining Troops, for w r e are obliged to use our utmost in- 
fluence to persuade them to tarry. Gentlemen, I am, with 
all imaginable respect, yours and the Country's most obe- 
dient and humble servant, Andrew McClary. 



MARYLAND CONVENTION. 



At a Meeting of the Deputies appointed by the several 



Counties of the Province of Maryland, at the City of 
'Annapoh 



' t 



j- ..is, on Monday, the 24th of April, 1775, and 

TOmiuued, by adjournment from day to day, till the 3d of 
iV/oj/, vveie present one hundred Members, 

" v The IJonomable Matthew Tilghman, Esquire, in the 
"chair , Gabnel Duval appointed Clerk. 
• Resolved unanimously, That His Majesty King George 
the Third is J awful and rightful King of Great Britain, 
and" the Dominions thereunto belonging ; and that the good 
people of this Province do owe, and will bear faith and 

, h lruc~ allegiance to our said lawful and rightful King, as the 
Sovereign, constitutional guardian, and protector of the 
rights of all his subjects, 

__ On motpn, that a Committee be appointed to prepare a 
draught of a Letter to the Committee of Correspondence 
lor Philadelphia, acquainting them that this Convention 
liad received fiom gentlemen of their Committee an ex- 
tract ol a letter from ^New-York, communicating the very 
interesting and important intelligence, that a number of 
Troops were ordered for that City, which was to be the 
place of Arms, and fortified ; that all communication be- 
tween thatjpity and the Southern and Eastern Provinces, 
WainS 1 * Be cut off; that the people of that Colony were 
concerting means to prevent such scheme, were embodying 
flierhseTves, and desired the immediate assistance of the 
Southward Colonies, before the arrival of the Troops ; 
that this, Contention _ were greatly alarmed, and deeply 

.'^rjIr/eTfied lor that Colony, and therefore desired to be ac- 
qu"ainled_ with the authenticity of that account, and the 
parWulars thereof; _and that the Committee of Philadelphia 
ivofiTd give this Convention as full and particular accounts 
Of the state of the Colony of New- York, and of their own 
Piovince, as they possibly can ; what conduct it is expect- 
ed^ will be^ adopted by their Colony, and of all other mat- 
ters which they may think of consequence to the general 
w elfarc ; of America. 

" The previowquestion was moved for and put, whether 
the above question be now put ? And resolved in the affirm- 
ative. 

The above question was then put, and resolved in the 

affirmative. • 

The following Letter was accordingly sent to the Com- 
mittee foi the City and Liberties of Philadelphia : 

. \nnapbIiB, Saturday, April 29, 1775, 5 o'clock, afternoon. 

Gentm-men: The extract of the letter from New- 
lork, communicating the very interesting and important 
intelligence, " that a number of Troops were ordered for 
that City , which was to. be the place of Arms, and fortified ; 



that all communication between that City and the South- 
ern and Eastern Provinces, was to be cut off; that the 
people of that Colony were concerting means to prevent 
such schemes, were embodying themselves, and desired the 
immediate assistance of the Southward Colonies, before the 
arrival of the Troops," was this morning, about 10 o'clock, 
received, and immediately laid before the Provincial Con- 
vention now sitting. 

The Convention are deeply concerned for New- York, 
and request to be acquainted with the authenticity of that 
account, and the particulars thereof; and that you will ad- 
vise them what conduct it is expected will be held by New- 
York, your Province, and the Jerseys, on the very inter- 
esting and trying occasion. 

By order of the Convention : 

Mat. Tilghman, Chairman of the Convention. 

Resolved, unanimously, That all Exportations from this 
Province to Quebeck, Nova-Scotia, Georgia, and New- 
foundland, or any part of the_ Fishing Coasts, or Fishing 
Islands, and to the Town of Boston, ought immediately to 
be suspended, until the Continental Congress shall give 
further orders therein. '_ . .___. 

Resolved, That it is earnestly recommended to the in- 
habitants of this Province to continue the regulation of the 
Militia, as recommended by the last Provincial Convention ; 
and that particular attention be paid to forming and exer- 
cising the Militia throughout this Province ; and that the 
Subscriptions for the purposes by the said Convention re- 
commended, be forthwith completed and applied. 

Resolved, That' it. is the sense of this Convention, that 
the Honourable Matthew Tilghman, Esquire, Thomas 
Johnson, Junior, Robert Goldsbqrough, Samuel Chase, 
William Paca, John Hall, and Thomas Stone, Esquires, 
the Delegates of our Province, or° any three or more: of 
them, do join with the Delegates of the other Coloniesiand 
Provinces, at such time and place as shall be agreed _on; 
and in conjunction with them, deliberate upon the present 
distressed and alarming stateof the British Colonies^ in 
North America, and concur with them in such measures 
as shall be thought necessary for the defence and protection 
thereof, and most conducive to the publick welfare. And 
as this Convention has nothing so much atheart as a^ hap- 
py reconciliation of the differences between jhe Mother . 
Country and the British Colonies in North America, upon 
a firm basis of constitutional freedom, so has it a confidence 
in the wisdom and prudence of the said Delegates, that 
they will not proceed to the last extremity, unless, in their 
judgments, they shall be convinced that sucn measure is 
indispensably necessary for the safety and preservation:: of 
our liberties and privileges. That, in the present state of 
publick affairs, this Convention is sensible that the mea- 
sures to be adopted by the Continental Congress, must de- 
pend much upon events which may happen to arise ; and 
relying firmly upon the wisdom and integrity of thetf'Del- 
egates, this Province will, as far as it is in their power, 
carry into execution such measures as shall be agreed on 
and recommended by the General Congress. 

Resolved, That it be recoram^enjlMita^the^sum .of .Six 
Hundred Pounds be raised in thetiifrerent^gunties of this 
Province by subscription, under the directiqnof the several 
Committees, in the following proportion : 

In St. Mary's County, ThirTy-Six Pounds; Charles, 
Forty-Eight Pounds; Calvert, 'Twenty-Two Pounds; 
Prince George's, Fifty Pounds ; Anne_Arundel, Fifty- 
Two Pounds ; Frederick^ Eighty Pounds ;_ Baltimore, 
Fifty-Six Pounds ; Harford, Twenty-Eight Pounds ; 
Worcester, Thirty-Two Pounds':; Somerset, Thirty-Two 
Pounds ; Dorchester, Twenty-Nine Pounds ; Caroline, 
Twenty-One Pounds; Talbot, Twenty-Four Pounds; 
Queen-Anne's, Thirty-Two: PoundjL; Kent, Thirty-Four 
Pounds ; Cecil, Twenty- Four Pounds. 

And that the several sums to be raised on the Western 
Shore be paid to Mr. Charles Wallace, of the City of An- 
napolis; and the several. sum^.iQJjejais^djrLjte Eastern 
Shore be paid to Mr Thomas' Ringgold , of Chestertotvn, 
to defray the expenses ; .0/ the Delegates at the ensuing 
Continental Congress. --..-,_--—■ ——-- —-— : : -—-- 'f.^' 

Resolved, That it is recomraendej tojU ranksjind. de- 
nominations of people, touse (lieir jitmost endeavours to 
preserve peace and good order throughout this Province. 
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- This Convention, deeply considering the distressed and 
perplexed situation of British America, the weakness of 
all human counsels, and that the hearts of all men are in 
the disposal of the Supreme Being, do recommend that the 
eleventh day of this instant may be observed throughout 
this Province as a day of fasting and humiliation ; and that 
the inhabitants of this Province, on that day, in an especial 
manner, by prayer and supplication, humbly and devoutly 
implore the blessing, support, and protection of Almighty 
God, for the preservation of the rights and liberties of 
America, and the restoration of peace, union, and happi- 
ness to the British Empire. 

This Convention, taking into consideration, that the time 
proposed for the meeting of the next Continental Congress 
is jjear at hand, and that it is highly expedient that the 
Delegates of this Province should attend the said Con- 
gress as early in their session as may be, where the state 
of the City and Colony of ISew- York, as well as the cir- 
cumstances of the other Colonies and Provinces, may be 
best known, and measures for the security of the City and 
Colony of New- York, as well as the safety of all British 
America, be best concerted and provided for. 

And whereas, it is now altogether uncertain when an 
answer may be received to the Letter sent on Saturday last 
to the Committee of Correspondence in the City of Phila- 
delphia ; and it being necessary that the Members of this 
Convention should return to their respective Counties, it is, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That this Convention do now rise ; and it is 
rec^nmend_ed_ to such of the Counties in this Province, 
where it may be necessary, forthwith to make choice of 
Deputies to represent them in a Provincial Convention, to 
be held in the City of Annapolis, on Monday, the 22d of 
May, unless an earlier or later day should be appointed by 
the Delegates of this Province, or any three of them, ap- 
pointed to attend the Continental Congress. 

The. following were received by return of the express 
sent by the Provincial Convention to the Committee of 
Correspondence for Philadelphia : 

_ Philadelphia, May 1, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We have duly received your favour of the 
29th jjltimo. As the accounts from New- York were not 
handed to this Committee through a channel that gave us 
the satisfaction we could wish ; and as they were very im- 
portant, we thought proper immediately to despatch some 
of our members to that place, in order that they might, on 
the spot, learn the true situation of affairs there, and what the 
inhabitants of New-York expect from the SouthercrColo- 
nies. On their return, or on the receipt of any certain in- 
telligence, we shall immediately communicate the particu- 
lars to you. 

In the mean time we have to inform you, that, upon the 
receipt of the late intelligence, this City and County im- 
mediately took the alarm, and are arming and forming with 
all possible expedition; and, by accounts from the other 
Counties in. this Province, the same spirit prevails every 
where ; and we hope, in a short time, we shall be in a con- 
d ition to unite our ef forts with the rest of the Colonies.. 

Enclosed we send you a letter from Newport, Rhode- 
Island, which contains a particular account of the situation 
of affairs to the Eastward, together with some important 
intelligence. By order of the Committee : 

John Nixon, Chairman. 
To_Matthew Tilghman, Esq., Chairman of the Provincial 

Convention of the Province of Maryland, now sitting at 

Annapolis. 

Newport, April 25, 1775. 

Gentlemen : You have, without doubt, before this 
time, heard of the bloody, savage massacre of a number of 
the inhabitants of Lexington, a Town about twelve miles 
northwest from Boston, perpetrated by a detachment of 
aboutt welve hundred of the King's Troops, and what en- 
sued thergoru, _We_enclos_e yoirtwo accounts, which may 
be more particular than any you have yet received, The 
one: -Was brought us by a gentleman who left Cambridgeon 
Thursday last, in the forenoon, and is contained in (he 
handbill; the other is in the newspaper. Since we re- 
ceived t hese accounts , we have been credibly informed that 
the number of the King's Troops killed and taken amounts 



to about three hundred, besides, many were wounded and 
carried into Boston; the number of Americans to about 
forty killed and wounded, and it is said about four or five 
taken prisoners. A large body of men, not less than 
twenty thousand, are assembled, and form a semicircle from 
Charlestown to Roxbury ; what their_ plan of operation 
will be, isrunknown. By a gentleman of the Committee 
of Correspondence for the Town of Providence, in this 
Colony, who arrived here this afternoon, we are informed 
that the Provincial Congress of the Massachusetts-Bay, 
now sitting, have determined that a Standing Army of thir- 
ty thousand men should be raised in the New- England 
Colonies, expecting that the Southern Colonies will assist 
in furnishing moneys for their support. That our people 
had taken possession of a hill on Dorchester Point, which 
commands General Gage's works on Boston Neck, and 
that they had made intrenchmenls within gunshot of those 
works at Roxbury: That two Men-of-War had arrived at 
Boston, and brought the three Generals that have been 
expected ; and that six thousand Troops had embarked for 
that place when those Men-of-War left England. There 
were not more than three hundred Americans in a body at 
any one time during the action on Wednesday, and they 
acquitted themselves with such intrepidity, as has con- 
vinced the King's Officers that Americans can and will 

fi s ht - . . . . . .J_".._.-.1!_^L^_". 

All communication between the Town of Boston and^ 
the other parts of the Colony, being shut up, and things 
being in a state of confusion, renders it almost impossible - 
to obtain any certain particular intelligence from that quar- 
ter ; however, the foregoing account, we think, may be 
depended upon. .: v::„ ^.^^z ~:__\'~s.^- 

We had hoped that the dispute between Great Britain 
and these Colonies would have been^setjled^ wjtjiQut blood- 
shed ; but the Parliament of Great Britain, if seems, have 
determined to push their iniquitous unconstitutional _mea- 
sures by dint of arms. The sword of civil war has been 
drawn by the King's Troops, and sheathed in t lie bowels 
of our countrymen. May peace, with liberty, soon pre- 
sent the scabbard ; and may Americans never be obliged 
again to take up arms but against a foreign foe. 

We hope that the union which has so remarkably taken 
place throughout the American Colonies, may acquire, if 
possible, greater firmness, by "this unjustifiable, inhuman, 
murderous attack upon our countrymen] for, upon an uni- 
versaLfirrnly cemented union of the American Co lonies, 
under God, depends the salvation\and_establishment of 
American liberty. I am, in behalf pf_the^C^mmittee_o_f 
Correspondence for the Town of Newport, gentlemen, 
your and America's sincere friend, —_-.--: -r=3-- ::_—-——- . 

William: Ellery. 

To the Committee of Correspondence for the City of 
Philadelphia. .-....._ „„„..._._...-. 

In Committee, Philadelphia, May 1, 1775; received 
per Captain Whitman this day, and forwarded to Aniia- 
polis. J. B. Smith, Secretary of Committee. 



NEWARK (NEW-JERSEY) COMMITTEE. 

At a Meeting of the Committee of Observation for the 
Township of Newark, April 24, 1775, present, eighteen 
Members: ..,...:^;:;^:::rrn!L 

Mr. Caleb Camp, Chairman. 

The Chairman haying opened the business of the meet- 
ing, and related the purport of the expresses lately received 
from Boston, the following motions were made; and agreed 
to unanimously : — : Z^" = " 

That the members of this Committee are: willing, at this 
alarming crisis, to risk their lives and fortunesjn support 
of American liberty ; and that it be recommended to our 
constituents to give all necessary support In their power to 
our brethren in the Province of Massachuseits-Bay, in the 
present alarming exigency. ■ :=^~ -.:=^z~s=:^Z7Z : ■. 

That it be also recommended to the Captains' of the 
Militia in this Township to muster and exercise their re- 
spective Companies at least once ever)rweek, and carefully 
to exact that each man be provided with arms and ammu- 
nition, as the Militia Law directs. - : -r - ; - -:---^ -^.-..-. r^— : - : 

That it be requested of all heads. of families and masters 
of apprentices, to encourage all of proper age under their 
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direction to learn "the military exercise, and to allow them 
; J rsnch portions of time as may be necessary to make them 
pgrfect there in. Robert Johnston, Clerk. 



'<*!,<'; ~ 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE TO GOVERNOUR TJJUMBULL. ._ 

New- York, April 24, 1725, 
™ j) EAR g IB; j^ s t | )e mos t unjnstifiable hostilities, on the 
' part of Great Britain have actually commenced against. 
America, it is thought not only prudent, but absolutely ne- 
.-_ cessary and justifiable in the sight of God and man, to avail 
ourselves of every opportunity that may offer, in order to 
preserve our liberties and religion, as well as to prevent the 
effusion of blood as much ___as possible. Actuated.. by no 
other motives, we take the liberty of informing you oithe. 
arrival of the Packet this afternoon, in which there are., des- 
patches for General Gage, containing, no doubt, matters 

- of t he ut most importance to.all these Colonies. It is there- 
fore recommended to youjLJl)osi..serioHS i j!p.^ideratipn, to 
fan onThe most probable plan for intercepting them imme- 

; diately on the receipt of this, as it is expected they will be 

" Jorwa rjed _yery speedily, --perhaps in the morning, or at 

farthest by noon. If they go by land from here, we think 

"both, roads ought to~he~ strictly guarded, on the first notice 

r__of. tills. BuLas there is no arriving at arr.absolute certainty 

"whether they go by land or water, we think an express 
ought to be directly sent as .-far. as Newp ort and Providence 

- "at farthest, and every other caution taken that your pru- 
: dence can dictate, and your zeal prompt you to think of. 

If tlie jntdligence gained should be muph better than can 
be reasonably expected, it may save an infinite expense 
and trouble. to the Continent ; but if otherwise, it may save 
the lives of thousainds, by enabling the friends of this bleed- 
ing land to defeat the designs of its implacable and re- 
morseless enemies. So that let it be viewed in either light, 
it appears to us to be an affair of the greatest magnitude. 
Perhaps it may be asked why it was not attempted here? 
To which, let it be observed, there is a weighty objection, 

^whichjs tbis^ the late melancholy accounts from Jioston 
have had a most excellent effect hi uniting the inhabitants 

_ of this Cjty; insomuch that we have^ been.able.tojtpp all 

-~ supplies from.th____Army, and get possession of tJbe..City 
Arm s, and are now guarding the Powder and them ; but 
should the foregoing attempt succeed or not, it is. thought 

_Jt would tend^tojlirowmore power in to the hands of our 
enemies. We most ardently wish that your and.ou.- bunest 
endeavours to serve~the cause of liberty may be attended 

r . 3yjth all thp__ s -Uccess that the; righteousness ofthe cause can 
entitle it tq^ 

It is expected that_ the general despatches, to prevent 

jspsplcion, may be directed to some popular person In the 
Jflassachusetts-Bay, he, perhaps to Hmzock or Adams, 
&c. 

Oliver Delancy, Junior, -who is now here., from. Boston 
in behalf of the Army, may be the person who will .carry 
them, in which casjryoi. are to know that hejs a lusty, fat, 
ruddy looking- young fellow, between twenty .and. thirty 
years~of age. We^a^yours, &c. 



Agreement subscribed by Captain Arnold and his Com- 
pany of fifty persons, when they set out from Connec- 
ticut W"FoZ..ft<etrrsYo~:«.$;^ .at Cam- 

BRIDGE. 

-To all Christian people believing in and relying on that 
God, to whom~OMr enemies .have _@t last forced us to 

== appeal: 

— Beit kno_wn_that we, the subscribers, having talc;en up 
arms for the relief of our brethren, and defence: of their as 
welLas^ our just rights and privileges, declare to the.Tyorld 
that we, from the heart, dis.avow_s.very thought of rebellion 
to His JVlajesty as btj preme_head.Qf lb_e jJW^s.^TJmpjre, or 
'.oloposWon tojegal authority, and I shall, "on T very T^SsIOn', 
manifest to the_w___rld, by our^conduct, this to be.ourTi.xed 
principle. Driven to the last necessity, and obliged toliave 
recourse to arms in- defence of our, lives.. and ..Jiberlieg," and, 
frqmlhe suddenness of the. occasion, deprived of thaflegal 
authority, the dictates of which" we'eyer\vi.th pleasure.obey, 
find it necessary, for preventing disorders, irregularities, and 
misunderstandings in the course of our march and service, 
solemnly to agree to and with each other on the following 



regulations and orders, binding ourselves fey all that is dear 
and sacred carefully and constantly to observe and keep 
them. 
""" In the first place we will conduct ourselves decently and 
inoffensively as we march, both to our countrymen and one 
another, paying that regard to the advice, admonition, and 
Teproof of our Officers, which their station justly entitles 
them to expect, ever considering the dignity of our own 
character, and that we are not mercenaries, whose views 
extend no farther than pay - and plunder, whose principles 
are such, that every path that lea ds to the ob taining these 
is agreeable, though wading through the blood of their 
.coijntrymen ; but men acquainted with, and feeling the most 
generous fondness for the ]iberdes.,and unaljenable rights 
_cf mankind, and who are, in the course of Divine Provi- 
dence, called to the .honourable serv ice of hazarding our 
lives in their defence. 

Secondly. Drunkenness, gaming, profaneness, and every 
vice of that nature shall .be avoided by ourselves, ar >d dis- 
countenanced by us in others.. :.ji^_:_ ;:_:_._ _____z_.__ 

Thirdly. So long as we continue in our present situation 
of a voluntary independent Company, we engage to sub- 
mit on all occasions to _sj__;b_de__Isi.o__s_ as ^^ 
given by the majority ofthe Officers w e have chosen ; and 
when any difference .arises between man and man , it shall 
be laid before the Officers aforesaid, and their decision shall 
be final. We meanoy Officers, the Captain, Lieutenants, 
Ensign, Sergeants, Clerk, and Corporals; the Captain, or 
in his absence the CgLTOJinding Officer, to be the Modera- 
tor, and have a turning or casting voice in all debates, from 
whom all orders shall from, time to time issue. Scorning 
all ignoble motives, and superiour to the low and slavish 
practice of enforcing on men their duty by blows, it is 
agreed that when private, admonition for any offence by 
any of our body committed will jiot reform, publick shall 
be made; and if that should not.. have jJie_deslr^d^ffect, 
after proper pains taken, and the same Tepeated, such in- 
corrigible person shall be .Jurne_d.au.tof the Company, as 
totally unworthy of serving in so great and glorious a cause, 
and be delivered oyer to suffer lfI£jpntemj3tJ>f his coun- 
trymen. ■-; ;;; ~~~Z"~.z: .. : ' ; — ~~" 

As to particular orders, it shall from time to time be in 
the power of the Officersjo make and vary them as occa- 
sion may require, as to .delivering our provisions, ammuni- 
tion, rules, and prd.ej's. for rnaxcjijng) &c. The annexed 
order for the present, we .think pertinent, and agreeable to 
our mind. To which, with the addi t ions or variations that 
may be made by our said Officers, we^TntTourselves by 
. the ties; a.bpye mentioned to submit^ __ r 

In witness whereof, we liaye hereunto set ourTTancIs. 
this 24th of April, 1775, "."" ".'" ."."" "ZZ "~".7~ """"_."."" ~~ !'..'. 



GENERAL WARD TO THE MASSACH USE TT S CO N GR JESS... : 

■---"—-• - 'UeIfQ^^eTs7Xpnr^i~\7T5'. 

Gentlemen :_ My situatior ris~suc b, That i.f_I have; not 
enlisting orders immedj&tejy I shall be left all alone. It is 
impos"siblejQ. kegp the men; here, excepting something be 
done, .1 therefore pray that the plan may be completed 
and .!_.andeSio_i«^ you, gentlemen ofthe 

Congress, Iss.ue'prders.fgrenlisling merlT I am, gentlemen, 
yours, &c.____ ;.____...;._;...„..-_;:. ;:___: „.A. Ward. 
To the Hon. the Delegates of the Provincial Congress. 



- jphn;;hanc.ocx to the ^co mmitt ee of safety. 

" ~ = " Worcester, April 24, 1775. 

' '-- '■'-■■ ..-::." -— ~~ziz Monday Evening. 

Gentlemen: Mr. S. A'dams ^nd jnyself, just arrived 
he_re, find no;in_telligence.fron. you, and no guard. We just 
heararr; express has. jusTpassed through this place to you, 
from: .\New-Yorii, informing that Administration is bent upon 
puTshing matters, and that Jour Regiments are expected 
the re;,.' ;..,"', "^■'■-i~^^^.,^.j^J^^^^^^""* '-"' ~- 
_Jio.w avewe to.proceed? ^5iere_are^rjp'etTTren ?_ Surely 
we ought to be supported.: ' "I had..ratlier..be__wjt.h you, and, 
at present, am fully determined L.tQ_bp with you before I 
proceed. I beg, by the ret_urnrc_f_tli_s^_express, to hear 
from you, and pray furnish us_;wLth_.depositions of the con- 
duct of the Troops, the certainty Of their firing first, and 
every circumstance relative to the. .conduct, of the. Troops, 
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from the 19th instant to this time, that we may be able to 
give some account of matters as we proceed, and especially 
at Philadelphia. And I beg you would order your Secre- 
tary to make out a copy of your proceedings since — what 
has taken place, and what your plan is ; what prisoners we 
have, and what they have of ours ; who of note was killed 
on both sides ; who commands our forces. Are our men 
in good spirits ? For God's sake do not suffer the spirit 
to subside, until they have perfected the reduction of our 
enemies, Boston must be entered. The Troops must be 

sent away, or Our friends are valuable, but our 

Country must be saved. I have an interest in that Town. 
What can be the enjoyment of that to me, if I am obliged 
to hold it at the will of General Gage, or any one else. I 
doubt not your vigilance, your fortitude, and resolutions. 
Do let us know how you proceed. We must have the 
Castle — the Ships must be ... . Stop up the Harbour 
against large Vessels coming. You know better what to 
do than I can point out. Where is Gushing'! Are Mr. 
Payne and Mr. John Adams to be with us. What are we 
to depend upon? We travel rather as deserters, which I 
will not submit to. I will return and join you, if I cannot 
travel in reputation. I wish to hear from you. Pray spend 
a thought upon our situation. I will not detain this man, 
as I want much to hear from you. How goes on the Con- 
gress ? Who is your President? Are the Members hearty? 
Pray remember Mr. Adams and myself to all friends, God 
be with you. 

I am, gentlemen, your faithful and hearty countryman, 

John Hancock. 

Pray give me a particular answer to my queries. 
To the Gentlemen Committee, Sic, &c, he. 



not be thought impertinent at this time, considering the na- 
ture of our Country; considering the natural genius of our 
men, no piece could be better adapted to our circum- 
stances. 

Our men are natural partisans. Witness the Rogers, 
Starlcey, and Shepherd, he, Stc. Did they not, in the 
last War, take the very sentries from off the walls of our 
enemies' Fortresses, in the heart of their Country ? I can't 
help thinking that some Horse might be employed to great 
advantage, if our adversaries should ever venture abroad 
again. I have published some pieces on this subject in our 
papers, but the New-Hampshire Gazette can hardly be 
called a proper channel to convey one's ideas to the pub- 
lick. Might not some of the principal parts of the Par- 
tisan be given in manuscript to some of our officers ? Dear 
sir, I hope you will not construe this, my humble opinion, 
into impertinent dictation. We are all embarked in one 
cause, and from the ideas of all (though some may be sim- 
ple) some things of consequence may be collected. With 
humble submission to the better judgment of every one, I 
conclude, 

Your most obedient, most obliged humble servant, 

H. Jackson. 

P. S. I have been in my sulky more than once to pay 
you a visit, but my friends have prevented me. When op- 
portunity offers, remember me to Mrs. Lee and family. 

As I apprehend there is not many of the books in the 
Country, you will make what use of this you think proper, 
so that I may have it again hereafter. 

Yours, H. J. 

To Colonel Jeremiah Lee. 



OLIVER PRESCOTT TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Groton, April 24, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I think if an order should pass for the es- 
tablishment of a Town Guard, to be kept in a prudent 
manner, in every Town in this Province, it would have a 
great tendency to deter and detect villains and their accom- 
plices. The passes that people bring this way are generally 
without date, or assignment to any person or place, so that 
a man may pass to Africa with the same order. Pardon 
my freedom, and allow me to subscribe, gentlemen, your 
most obedient, very humble servant, 

Oliver Prescott. 

To the Committee of Safety. 



MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE CONGRESS 
OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

April 24, 1775. 

Our friends from New-Hampshire having shewn their 
readiness to assist us in this day of distress, we therefore 
thought it best to give orders for enlisting such as were pre- 
sent in the service of the Colony, as many desired some- 
thing may be done to hold them together until the resolve 
of your Congress is known, when we are ready and desirous 
they should be discharged from us, and put under such com- 
mand as you shall direct. Colonel Sargeant has been so 
kind as to afford his utmost assistance in concluding this 
matter. 



We are, he, he 



H. JACKSON TO COLONEL JEREMIAH LEE. 

Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, April 24, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Although this is no time for ceremony or 
compliments, yet so great is the pleasure I feel on your es- 
cape from the hands of wicked and violent men, that I can- 
not help congratulating you. May God Almighty continue 
to beyoursafety and defence. 

Could it be thought advisable for us to leave the sea- 
ports, I should long before this have been with you, at the 
head of a Company as good as ever twang'd a bow, infe- 
riour in military discipline to none ; they are anxious and 
eager to be with you. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON TO A GENTLEMAN tN 
MASSACHUSETTS, DATED APRIL 25, 1775. 

A steady friend to America called upon me this after- 
noon, to acquaint me with the following intelligence, com- 
municated to him by .... . this day, which you may rely 

upon as a fact. The said that the Administration, 

on Friday, received advices from General Gage to the 
eighteenth of March, wherein he acknowledges the receipt 
of the King's order to apprehend Messrs^ Gushing, Ad- 
ams, Hancock, he, and send them over to England to be 
tried ; but that the second orders, which were to hang them 
in Boston, he said the General had not then received. The 
General expressed his fears on the occasion ; and in hopes 
of their being reversed, he should delay the execution a 
while longer, because he must, if the orders were fulfilled, 
come to an engagement, the event of which he had every 
reason to apprehend would be fatal to Jiimself and the 
King's Troops, as the Massachusetts Government had at 
least fifteen thousand men ready trained for the onset, and, 
besides, had every publick and private road occupied by 
the Militia, so as to prevent his marching into the country, 
and which were, at the same time, ready to facilitate any 
attempt against the Army ; on which unwelcome situation 
he earnestly wished for a reinforcement, if that disagreeable 
order must be effected. The General also wrote that the 
Standard was hoisted by the people at Salem, and multi- 
tudes flocked to it, which would not be the case should the 
Royal Standard be erected ; added, that he now believed 
America would carry their point ; that many of the Admin- 
istration were of the same mind, and sincerely wished they 
had pursued more gentle measures with the Colonies. He 
said Lord North was evidently uneasy, and that Govern- 
ment dreaded the news by the April Packet; that they 
suppressed this intelligence from General Gage, because 
of the instant effect it would have on the Stocks. He ac- 
knowledged the Nation was ready for a revolution, if any- 
enterprising genius would step forth, and which would cer- 
tainly be the case if blood was ever drawn in America. 
He blames Hutchinson much, and says Administration 
charges him with duplicity, in telling them they ought to 
have been more active, and that they would have made the 
Massachusetts submit; to others, that Administration had 
gone much further than he advised. Bethjsas it may, he 
added that the King consults him, places a confidence in 
what he says, and has actually fixed his salary at two thou- 



You well know that the art military has been my hobby- 
horse for a long time past. I have vanity enough to think 

that the recommendation of an immediate perusal of the_ sand Pounds per annum for life, which had much chagrined 
enclosed volume, to the Officers in the United Army, will - some of the Administration, who ardently wished him given 

Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 25 
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up as a sacrifice to both Countries. My intelligencer wishes, 

if this letter should be published, that name might 

be omitted, as the information was confidential. I shall only 
add that my Country may be free if she will ; and that she 
may have the virtue to play the man, is the aspiration of, 
Sir, your most obedient servant. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON, DATED APRIL 

25, 1775. 
We have our suspicions and fears on account of Phila- 
delphia and New-York. If the great chain of continental 
connection is once broken, the consequences may prove 
very unhappy. It is the union of America which gives it 
strength. Any defection, especially of such important 
Provinces, would contribute greatly to encourage our ad- 
versaries and check the endeavours of our friends. I am 
not without hopes that the next Assembly of New- York 
may be composed of different members from those of the 
present. The Petition from the Assembly of New-Jersey 
is arrived, but Lord Dartmouth, on pretence that it would 
be improper to forward it to the King, without its being 
brought to him by the Agent of the Province, refuses any 
attention to it. When Doctor Franklin is here, Ministry 
will receive no Petition by him. When he is not here, 
they refuse Petitions because they are not offered by blm. 
However, alTthls is in perfect unison with the rest of their 
conduct. 



HUGH MERCER, ETC., TO COLONEL GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

Fredericksburgh, April 25, 1775. 

Sir : By intelligence from Williamsburgh, it appears 
that Captain Collins, of His Majesty's Navy, at the head 
of fifteen Marines, carried off the Powder from the Maga- 
zine in that City on the night of Thursday last, and con- 
veyed it on board his vessel, by order of the Governour. 
The gentlemen of the Independent Company of this Town 
think this first publick insult is not to be tamely submitted 
to, and determine, with your approbation, to join any other 
bodies of armed men who are willing to appear in support 
of the honour of Virginia, as well as to secure the military 
stores yet remaining - in the Magazine. It is proposed to 
march from .hence on Saturday next for Williamsburgh, 
properly accoutred as Light- horsemen. 

Expresses are sent off to inform the Commanding Officers 
of Companies in the adjacent Counties of this our resolu- 
tion, and we shall wait prepared for your instructions and 
their assistance. 

We are, Sir, your humble servants, 

Hugh Mejicer, Alexander Spotswood, 
G.TVeedon, John Willis. 

P. S. As we are not sufficiently supplied with Powder, 
it may be proper to request of the gentlemen who join us 
from. Fairfax or Prince William, to come provided with 
an over proportion of that article. 



of October next, three hundred pounds of good Gunpowder 
made in Virginia, which we will purchase at the current 
price of that commodity ; and if it shall be proved to be 
made wholly of the materials of this Colony, we will give 
an additional premium of Ten Pounds. 

Resolved, That we will give Fifty Pounds to any per- 
son who shall produce to the Chairman of this Committee 
sixty pair of good Wool, and sixty pair of good Cotton 
Cards, on or before the 25th of October next, with an 
authentick certificate of their having been made in this 
Colony, and" we will purchase the" same at the usual price. 

The Committee having received authentick information 
that last Thursday night an Officer of one of His Majesty's 
armed vessels, with a party of armed men, by express 
command of Lord Danmore, privately removed the Gun- 
powder belonging to this Colony out of the Magazine, 
it was unanimously Resolved, That the removal of the 
Powder from the Publick Magazine on board one of His 
Majesty's armed vessels, by order of the Governour, is 
exceedingly alarming at this time. 

Resolved, That his Lordship's verbal answer to the 
Address of the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, and Common 
Council of the City of Williamsburgh on that occasion, is 
unsatisfactory, disrespectful, and evasive. 

Resolved, That his Lordship, by this and other parts of 
his conduct which have lately transpired, has justly forfeit- 
ed all title to the confidence of the good people of Vir- 
ginia. 

Resolved, That the Powder ought immediately to be 
restored. 

Ordered, That the Clerk, send by express copies of 
these Resolves to each of the Printers, and they are desired 
to publish them in their next Gazettes. 

Jasper Clayton, Clerk. 



extract of a letter from one of the virginia dele- 
gates, on his way to the congress, to a friend in 
Williamsburgh, dated april 25, 1775. 

The storm thickens very fast. The New- Yorkers have 
received Intelligence that their Town is to be fortified, and 
fourteen Regiments to be sent there to cut off the commu- 
nication between the Southern and Eastern Colonies; this 
has united thern to a man in the American cause. They 
are forming themselves, and beg assistance from the South- 
ward, This comes from the Philadelphia Committee. 
The Bostonians have given a good drubbing to two thou- 
sand Regulars, 



GLOUCESTER COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At an adjourned meeting of the Committee of Gloucester 
County, at the Court-House of the said County, on Tues- 
day, the 25th of April, 1775, they came to the following 
Resolves : 

Resolved, That as an encouragement to the manufac- 
turing Gunpowder in this Colony, we will give a premium 
of Twenty -Five Pounds to any person who shall produce 
to the Chairman, of this Committee, on or before the 25th 



BEDFORD COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee for the County of Bed- 
ford, at the Court-House of the said County, on Tuesday, 
the 25th of April, 1775, 

John Talbot, Gentleman, Chairman. 

The Resolves of the Convention held at the Town of 
Richmond the 20tb of March, 1775, were read : 

Resolved unanimously, That this Committee will strict- 
ly observe and adhere to the several Resolutions of the 
said Convention, and will leave no means in their power 
unessayed to carry the same into effect. 

On motion made that this Committee be dissolved, 

Resolved unanimously, That this Committee do consid- 
er their delegation as now at an end, and that it be recom- 
mended to the Freeholders of this County to meet at the 
Court-House, on Tuesday, the 23d of next month, for the 
purpose of electing Delegates to represent them in Colony 
Convention for one year, and to elect another Committee. 

At which time the Freeholders accordingly met, and 
unanimously made choice of John Talbot and Charles 
Lynch, Esquires, for their Delegates., And the following 
gentlemen were duly elected for a Committee, (agreeable 
to the Eleventh Article of the General Congress,) to wit : 
John Talbot, Charles Lynch, William Meade, Richard 
Stilh, Guy Smith, John F. Patrick, James Callaway, 
Gross Scruggs, David Rice, Edmonds Winston, James 
Steptoe, John Ward, John Callaway, William Callaway, 
Jun., John Quarlcs -~Simon Miller, Haynes Morgan, Wil- 
liam Leftwich, William Trigg, and George Stovall. 

Then the said Committee immediately proceeded to 
business, and entered into the following Resolves : 

Resolved unanimously, That John Talbot, gentleman, 
be appointed Chairman of this Committee. ; 

Resolved, That Robert Alexander be appointed Clerk 
of this Committee. 

Resolved, That as Gunpowder is much wanted in this 
County, and finding, from experience, that every article 
made use of in the manufacturing (except Sulphur, of 
which we have not made trial) can be easily procured here, 
we will give a premium of Ten Pounds, current liiohey, to 
any person who shall first produce to this Committee 
twenty-five pounds of good Sulphur, with an authentick 
certificate that the same was refined frorrr matbriils in this 
— Colony. Robert Alexander, Clerk. 
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TO MESSIEURS DELANCY, WHITE, COLDEN, WATTS, AND 
COOPER, OF NEW-YORK. 

Philadelphia, April 25, 1775. 
It appears, from a number of authentick letters from 
London, that the present hostile preparations against the 
American Colonies were occasioned by nothing but assur- 
ances from you of the defection and submission of the 
Colony of New- York. It is impossible to unfold the ex- 
tensive and complicated nature of your crimes. You have 
defeated the attempts of the Congress to bring about a 
constitutional recpnciliaton with Great Britain. You have 
involved your fellow-subjects in Britain, Ireland, and the 
f Vest-Indies, in all the distresses which must speedily fall 
upon tbem from an interruption of their Trade with Ame- 
rica. But you have done more ; you have unsheathed the 
sword of Britain, and pointed it against the bosom of your 
Country. You have held up a signal for a civil war; and 
all the calamities of Towns in flames, a desolated Country, 
butchered fathers, and weeping widows and children now 
lay entirely at your doors. Go now, ye parricides, to the 
Press of your associate, James Rivington, and there satiate 
yourselves with your triumph. But do not presume too 
much upon the impunity of Bernard, Hutchinson, and 
other traitors to America. Repeated insults and unparal- 
leled oppressions have reduced the Americans to a state of 
desperation. Executions of villains in effigy will now no 
longer gratify their resentment. The blood of your unfor- 
tunate British and American fellow-subjects, who have 
already fallen in Massachusetts-Bay, calls to Heaven for 
vengeance against you. The injury you have done to your 
Country cannot admit of a reparation. Fly for your lives, 
or anticipate your doom by becoming your own execu- 
• tioners. '*""""' Three Millions. 



METCALF BOWLER TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Providence, April 25, 1775. 

Sir : Your intelligence to the Governour and Company 
of this Colony, by Edivard Rawson, Esquire, was received 
by the Assembly, who were sitting in Providence to con- 
sult and act upon the present distresses into which your 
Colony and all of New-England are involved. You will 
see by the enclosed papers what we have done. Notwith- 
standing an exception of a very few individuals, you may 
be assured that the Colony are firm and determined, and 
that a greater unanimity scarce ever prevailed in the Lower 
House than was found in the great questions before them. 

We pray God that he would be graciously pleased to 
bring to nothing the counsels and designs of wicked men 
against our lives and liberties, and grant his blessing upon 
our righteous contest. I am, in behalf of the General As- 
sembly, your and your Colony's sincere friend and humble 
servant, Metcalf Bowler, Speaker. 

President of the Provincial Congress in Massachusetts. 



to the speaker of the house OF COMMONS OF CON- 
NECTICUT. 

Providence, April 25, 1775. 

Sir : I am directed by the Lower House of Assembly 
tq inform you, that William Bradford, Esquire, and Mr. 
Nathaniel Greene, two of the Members of this House, are 
appointed " to wait upon the General Assembly of the Co- 
lony of Connecticut, to consult upon measures for a com- 
mon defence of the four New-England Colonies, and to 
make report to th.e next session of Assembly," (which will 
be next week at Providence,*) at our general election. 

The Assembly this day have passed ah Act to raise 
fifteen hundred good effective men, for the service of the 
Colony, and the general cause. Great firmness and reso- 
lution for the defence of the common rights of this Coun- 
try, most certainly prevails in this Colony ; and greater 
unanimity was scarce ever found than was manifested in 
the Lower House on the great questions which came be- 
fore them. 

We pray God that he would be graciously pleased to 
bring to nothing the counsels and designs of wicked men 
against our lives and liberties, and grant a blessing upon 
our righteous contest. I am, in behalf of the House, your 
and your Colony's sincere friend and humble servant, 

Metcalf Bowler, Speaker.. 



Act of Rhode-Island for raising an Army of Observa' 

tion. 

At this very dangerous crisis of American affairs ; at a 
time when we are surrounded with Fleets and Armies, that 
threaten our immediate destruction; at a time when the 
fears and anxieties of the people throw them into the ut- 
most distress, and totally prevent them from attending to 
the common occupations of life — to prevent the mischiev- 
ous consequences that must necessarily attend such a dis- 
ordered state, and to restore peace to the minds of the 
good people of this Colony, it is thought absolutely neces- 
sary that a number of men be raised and embodied, pro- 
perly armed and disciplined, to continue in this Colony, as 
an Army of Observation ; to repel any insults or violence 
that may be offered to the inhabitants ; and also, if it be 
necessary for the safety and preservation of any of the Co- 
lonies, that they be ordered to march out of this Colony, 
and join and co-operate with the Forces of our neighbour- 
ing Colonies. 

It Is Voted and Resolved, That fifteen hundred Men be 
enlisted, raised, and embodied as aforesaid, with all the ex- 
pedition and despatch that the nature of the thing will 
admit of. 

April 25, 1775.— In the House of Magistrates, 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That the afore-written 
pass as an Act of this Assembly. 

By order: Silas Downer, pro Clerk. 

In the Upper House, Read the same day and concurred. 
By order : James Clarke, D'y Sec'y. 

April 25, 1775. — In the House of Magistrates, 
Resolved, That the Military Officers throughout this 
Colony, or any other gentlemen who shall be willing, do 
forthwith enlist fifteen hundred good and effective Men, 
for the service of this Colony, and that each Man who 
shall enlist shall receive a bounty of Four Dollars, and be 
entilled to the monthly wages of One Pound Sixteen Shil- 
lings. 

Voted and passed. By order; 

Silas Downer, pro Clerk. 

In the Upper House, Read the same day and concurred. 
By order: Jas. Clarke, TPy Sec'y. 

April Q5th, 1775. — In the Lower House, Resolved, 
That the Speaker of this House write unto 'the. President 
of the Provincial Congress in Massachusetts-Bay, and the 
Speaker of the House of Deputies in the Colony of Con- 
necticut ; and that he transmit to the Congress copies of 
the Resolutions of this House touching the matters con- 
tained in the President's Letter. By order : 

Silas Downer, pro Clerk. 

In the Upper House, Providence, April 25, 1775. 

We, the subscribers, professing true allegiance to His 
Majesty King George the Third, beg leave to dissent from 
the Vote of the House of Magistrates for enlisting, raising, 
and embodying an Army of Observation of fifteen hundred 
men, to repel any insults or violences that may be offered 
to the inhabitants, and also, if it be necessary for the safety 
and preservation of any of the Colonies, to march them 
out of this Colony to join and co-operate with the Forces 
of our neighbouring Colonies : because we are of the 
opinion that such a measure will be attended with the most 
fatal consequences to our Charter privileges; involve this 
Colony in all the horrours of a civil war ; and, as we con- 
ceive, an open violation of the oath of allegiance which 
we have severally taken upon our admission into the re- 
spective offices we hold in the Colony. _ 

J. Wanton, Darius Sessions, 
Tho. Wickes, Wm. Potter. 



JOHN HANCOCK TO THE COMMITTEE OF. SAFETY. 

Worcester, April 25, 1775. 

Gentlemen : From a conviction of your disposition to 
promote the publick good, I take the freedom to request 
your countenance and good offices in favour of Mr. Ed- 
ward Crafts, of this place, that he may be appointed to 
the command of a Company. I know him well; he is 
capable. I beg your attention to this ; it will give great 
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satisfaction to Mr. Adams and myself, and to the people of 
this County — do gratify us. I also beg leave you would 
recommend to the notice of General Heath, in my name, 
Mr. Nathaniel Nazro, of this Town, who is desirous of 
being noticed in the Army; he is lively, active, and capa- 
ble. My respects to Heath, and all friends. Pray General 
Heath to take notice of this recommendation. God bless 
you. Adieu. I am your real friend, 

John Hancock. 

committee of boston to the committee of safety. 

Boston, April 25, 1775. 
Sir : We shall communicate to the Committee of Dona- 
tions the advice which your letter of yesterday gave us, 
respecting the application of the donation money in their 
hands, and are much obliged for your assurances that you 
shall not fail to lend the inhabitants of the Town your best 
assistance with regard to the furnishing them with habita- 
tions in the country. They will also want a great number 
of Wagons to carry off their effects, which, we hope, can 
be had from the country, and which you will please to 
permit to come in. We beg leave to repeat with earnest- 
ness our desire and the desire of the Town, that those who 
incline to remove from the country with their effects into 
Boston, may do it without the least injury or interruption. 
For this purpose you will permit us to wish that you would 
publish proclamations or notifications that passes may be 
had for all such persons at Roxbury and Cambridge, and 
such other places as you shall please to appoint. You 
will have the goodness to excuse us for again soliciting that 
this may be done as speedily as possible. We are, re- 
spectfully, your humble servants, 

James Bowdoin, Sam'l Austin, 

Ezek'l Goldthwait, John Pitts, 
John Scollay, Edward Payne, 

Timothy Newell, Henderson Inches, 
Thomas Marshall, Committee. 

Permission will be given for thirty Wagons to enterthe 
Town at once, to carry away the effects of the inhabitants. 
So soon as those have returned to the end of the Cause- 
way leading to Roxbury, then others will be permitted to 
come in. None will be permitted to enter till after sun- 
rise, nor to remain after sunset. If any Vessel or Boat, 
now in the Harbour, be employed to remove the inhabi- 
tants' effects, security must be given that the Vessel or 
Boat be returned. That leave be obtained for some per- 
sons to go to the different Parishes to give notice to such 
persons who incline to come with their effects mto Boston, 
that they may come without molestation ; and it is desired 
that the Wagons and Vessels employed to come and carry 
away the Goods of the inhabitants of Boston, may bring 
the effects of those who are desirous to leave the country, 
they paying half the charge. 



' Salem, April 25, 1775. 

Last Wednesday the 19th of April, the Troops of His 
Britannick Majesty commenced hostilities upon the peo- 
ple of this Province, attended with circumstances of cruelty, 
not less brutal than what our venerable ancestors received 
from the vilest Savages of the wilderness. The particu- 
lars relative to this interesting event, by which we are in- 
volved in all the horrours of a civil war, we have endea- 
voured to collect as well as the present confused state of 
affairs will admit. 

On Tuesday evening a detachment from the Army, 
consisting, it is said, of eight or nine hundred men, com- 
manded by Lieutenant Colonel Smith, embarked at the 
bottom of the Common in Boston, on board a number of 
boats, artd landed at Phipps's farm, a little way up Charles 
River, from whence they proceeded with silence and ex- 
pedition on their way to Concord, about eighteen miles 
from Boston. The people were soon alarmed, and began 
to assemble in several Towns, before daylight, in order to 
watch the motion of the Troops. At Lexington, six miles 
below Concord, a company of Militia, of about one hun- 
dred men, mustered near the Meeting-House ; the Troops 
came in sight of them just before sunrise; and running 
within a few rods of them, the Commanding Officer accosted 
the Militia in words to this effect : " Disperse, you rebels — 
damn you, throw down your arms and disperse;" upon 



which the Troops huzzaed, and immediately one or two 
officers discharged their pistols, which were instantaneously 
followed by the firing of four or five of the soldiers, and 
then there seemed to be a general discharge from the 
whole body : eight of our men were killed, and nine wound- 
ed. In a few minutes after this action the enemy renewed 
their march for Concord; at which place they destroyed 
several Carriages, Carriage Wheels, and about twenty bar- 
rels of Flour, all belonging to the Province. Here about 
one hundred and fifty men going towards a bridge, of 
which the enemy were in possession, the latter fired and 
killed two of our men, who then returned the fire, and 
obliged the enemy to retreat back to Lexington, where 
they met Lord Percy, with a large reinforcement, with 
two pieces of cannon. The enemy now having a body of 
about eighteen hundred men, made a halt, picked up many 
of their dead, and took care of their wounded. At Meno- 
tomy, a few of our men attacked a party of twelve of the 
enemy, (carrying stores and provisions to the Troops,) 
killed one of them, wounded several, made the rest prison- 
ers, and took possession of all their arms, stores, provisions, 
&c, without any loss on our side. The enemy having 
halted one or two hours at Lexington, found it necessary 
to make a second retreat, carrying with them many of their 
dead and wounded, who they put into chaises and on 
horses that they found standing in the road. They continu- 
ed their retreat from Lexington to Charlestown with great 
precipitation ; and notwithstanding their field-pieces, our 
people continued the pursuit, firing at them till they got to 
Charlestown Neck, (which they reached a little after sun- 
set.) over which the enemy passed, proceeded up Bunker's 
Hill, and soon afterwards went into the Town, under the 
protection of the Somerset Man-of-War of sixty-four guns. 

In Lexington the enemy set fire to Deacon Joseph 
Loring's house and bam, Mrs. Mnllikin's house and shop, 
and Mr. Joshua Bond's house and shop, which were all 
consumed. They also set fire to several other houses, 
but our people extinguished the flames. They pillaged 
almost every house they passed by, breaking and destroy- 
ing doors, windows, glasses, &c, and carrying off cloth- 
ing and other valuable effects. It appeared to be their 
design to burn and destroy all before them ; and nothing 
but our vigorous pursuit prevented their infernal purposes 
from being put in execution. But the savage barbarity 
exercised upon the bodies of our unfortunate brethren who 
fell, is almost incredible : not contented with shooting down 
the unarmed, aged, and infirm, they disregarded the cries 
of the wounded, killing them without mercy, and mangling 
their bodies in the most shocking manner. 

We have the pleasure to say, that, notwithstanding the 
highest provocations given by the enemy, not one instance 
of cruelty, that we have heard of, was committed by our 
victorious Militia ; but, listening to the merciful dictates of 
the Christian religion, they " breathed higher sentiments of 
humanity." 

The consternation of the people of Charlestown , when 
our enemies were entering the Town, is inexpressible ; the 
Troops however behaved tolerably civil, and the people 
have since nearly all left the Town. 

The following is a List of the Provincials who were 
killed and wounded : 

Cambridge. — Killed : William Marcy, Moses Rich- 
ardson, John Hicks, Jason Russell, Jabish Wyman, Jason 
Winship. Wounded : Captain Samuel WJiittemore. Mis- 
sing: Samuel Frost, Seth Russell. 

Charlestown. — Killed : James Miller, and a son of 
Captain William Barber. 

Watertown. — Killed : Joseph Cooledge. 

Sudbury. — Killed : Deacon Josiah Haynes, Asahel 
Reed. Wounded : Joshua Haynes, Jun. 

Acton. — Killed : Captain Isaac Davis, Abner Hos- 
mer, James Hayward. 

Bedford. — Killed: Captain JonathanWilson. Wound- 
ed : Job Lane. 

Needham. — Killed : Lieutenant John Bacon, Ser- 
jeant Elisha Mills, Amos Mills, Nathaniel Chamberlain, 
Jonathan Parker. Wounded : Captain Eleazer Kings- 
bury, and a son of Doctor Tolman. 

Medford.— Killed: Henry Putnam, William Polly. 

Newtown. — Wounded: Noah Wisivall. 
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Woburn. — Killed : *Asa Parker, Daniel Thomson. 
Wo unded : George Read, Jacob Bacon. 

Lexington. — Killed : * Jonas Parker, *Robert Munroe, 
Jcdidiah Munroe, John Raymond, * Samuel Hadley, * Jona- 
than Harrington, Jan., *Isaac Muzzy, * Caleb Harrington, 
Nathaniel Wyman, *John Brown. Wounded : Francis 
Brown, John Bobbins, Solomon Peirce, John Tidd, Joseph 
Comic, Ebenezer Munroe, Jun., TJwmas Winship, Na- 
thaniel Farmer, Prince, a negro. 

Billerica. — Wounded : John Nichols, Timothy Blan- 
chard. 

Chelmsford. — -Wounded : Deacon Aaron Chamber- 
lain, Captain Oliver Barron. 

Concord. — Wounded : Abel Prescott, Jan., Captain 
Charles Miles, Captain Nathan Barrett. 

Framingham. — Wounded : Daniel Hemenway. 

Stow. — Wounded : Daniel Conant. 

Dedham. — Killed : Elias Haven. Wounded : Israel 
Everett. 

Roxbdry. — Missing : Elijah Seaver. 

Brookline.— Killed : Isaac Gardner, Esq. 

Salem. — Killed : Benjamin Peirce. 

Danvers. — Killed: Henry Jacobs, Samuel Cook, Eb- 
enezer Goldthwait, George Southwick, Benjamin Deland, 
Jun., Jotham Webb, Perly Putnam. Wounded : Nathan 
Putnam, Dennis Wallis. Missing: Joseph Bell. 

Beverly. — Killed : Mr. Kinnym. Wounded : Nathan* 
icl Cleaves, Samuel Woodbury, William Dodge. 

Lynn. — Killed : Abednego Ramsdell, Daniel Town- 
send, William Flynt, Thomas Hadley. Wounded : Joshua 
Felt, Timothy Munroe. Missing : Josiah Breed. 

We have seen an account of the loss of the enemy, 
said to have come from an Officer of one of the Men-of- 
War; by which it appears that sixty-three of the Regu- 
lars, and forty-nine Marines were killed, and one hundred 
and three of both wounded : in all, two hundred and fifteen. 
Lieutenant Gould of the Fourth Regiment, who is wound- 
ed, and Lieutenant Potter of the Marines, and about 
twelve soldiers, are prisoners. 

Mr. James Howard and one of the Regulars discharged 
their pieces at the same instant, and each killed the other. 

Our brethren of Danvers w 7 bo fell fighting for their 
Country, were interred, with great solemnity and respect, 
on Friday last. 

The publick most sincerely sympathize with the friends 
and relations of our deceased brethren, who gloriously 
sacrificed their lives in fighting for the liberties of their 
Country. By their noble and intrepid "conduct, in helping 
to defeat the forces of an ungrateful tyrant, they have 
endeared their memories to the present generation, who 
will transmit their names to posterity with the highest 
honour. 



JAMES SULLIVAN TO JOSEPH WARREN. 

Exeter, New-Hampshire, April 95, 1775. 

Sir : I have this day endeavoured to execute my em- 
bassy to this Province with the greatest faithfulness. 
There seems some opposition here to the assistance we 
have expected from this quarter, but doubtless the des- 
patches you receive with this will inform you of the deter- 
mination of this Congress respecting the matter. My 
being a Committee from the Congress of Massachusetts- 
Bay, has procured me great "respect here, which has been 
shown by them as a body of individuals. I doubt not but 
there will be the same politeness shown by you towards 
their missionaries to our Congress, 

I am, dear Sir, &c, &.c. James Sullivan. 

To Joseph Warren, Esq., President of the Massachusetts 
Congress. 



INSTRUCTIONS OF THE INHABITANTS OF WILLIAMSTOWN, 
MASS., TO SAMUEL KELLOGG. 

At a meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of Wil- 
liamstown,on the 25th day of April, A. D., 1775, the Se- 
lectmen being Moderators of the meeting, and Ensign 
Samuel Kellogg was unanimously chosen a Delegate to re- 
present this Town in .Provincial Congress ; and the sense 

* Thos3 distinguished with this mark [* ] were killed by the first fire 
of the enemjv 



of the Town was communicated to him, for'his instruction, 
as follows, viz: 

That it is the sense of this Town, that we are at all 
times ready, as far as our circumstances will allow, to join 
in the common cause of American liberty, and to assist 
with our lives and fortunes, as "occasion may" require, to 
maintain our rights and liberties against all the hostile at- 
tempts to deprive us of our rights and liberties, made_ by 
the cruel and oppressive Acts of the British Parliament ; 
and are always ready to bear our proportion to defend our 
countrymen, and to assist in repelling force by force, in 
such manner as the collective wisdom of the Province, in 
Provincial Congress convened, shall judge most expe- 
dient. 

The Town Clerk being absent, the meeting ordered the 

Selectmen to sign in behalf of the Town. 

Nehemiah Smedt, ) c, 7 . 

ivr wt > Selectmen. 

Nehemiah Woodcock, 5 



COLONEL JOHN WENTWORTH TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE 
CONGRESS. ' - . . 

Somersworth, April. 25, 1775, Tuesday, 6 o'clock. 

Gentlemen : My health is such it is impracticable for 
me to be at Exeter this day ; I was very ill able to attend 
last week. Hope' yon will agree on some method to pre- 
vent the Soldiers being mustered on every false alarm ; 
otherwise we shall soon be distressed for the want of pro- 
visions. It was surprising to see the number that collected 
when I came from Exeter, at Newmarket, Durham, Do- 
ver, Somersworth, &c, some of whom came to Dover, 
twenty miles or more. You must know the consequence, 
if not prevented. 

I heartily wish the Divine direction and blessing may 
attend your consultations and determinations ; and after 
assuring you I am heartily engaged in the same cause with 
you, am your sincere friend and most obedient and humble 
servant, John Wentworth. 

To the Gentlemen of the Congress convened at Exeter. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A MERCHANT IN LONDON, 
TO HIS FRIEND IN VIRGINIA, DATED APRIL 26, 1775. ' 

We have petitioned the King, Lords, and Commons, on: 
behalf of the Colonies, which has produced a promise 
to repeal the Tea Act, Boston Port Bill, and those of this 
Session of Parliament' for restraining the Fishery and 
Trade of some of the Colonies, to Great Britain, Ireland, 
and the West-India Islands, provided your Assemblies will 
raise a Revenue, in their own mode, towards .the support of 
Government, and to pay part of the ipterest, amounting to 
more than three-fourths of the value of all the exports to 
America, annually, for eleven years, ending at Christmas, 
1773, of the heavy debt contracted the last war, which 
was begun in and carried on for the defence and protection 
of America. This, it is hoped, will restore harmony be- 
tween all His Majesty's subjects on both sides the Atlan- 
tick ; and that the Resolve to forbear exporting the produce 
of the industrious Planter, will be expunged and buried in 
oblivion. If it should be strictly adhered to in the present 
form, I doubt the beneficial branch of your commerce in 
tobacco will, in a great measure, be lost to Virginia and 
Maryland, as that trade will be turned into other channels, 
and the markets will be plentifully supplied by the Hol- 
land, Flanders, German, Russian, and Turkey Merchants, 
as it grows plentifully in all those countries, and also in 
Florida, from whence some very good tobacco has been 
lately, imported, so that the revenues will not be diminish- 
ed, and the revenge intended against Government will ter- 
minate in distressing, if not in the ruin, of the Planters and 
a few Merchants, there being only twenty-two houses in 
London who regularly send ships to import tobacco from 
Virginia and Maryland. 

Having a little leisure time on my hands, I thought it ex- 
pedient to lay these facts before you, knowing you can make 
a proper use of them, for the mutual interest of Great 
Britain and America. Peace cannot be restored by threats 
or hostilities, but may be easily obtained by treaty, which 
I most ardently wish for. 

The Ship Catharine, Captain Potter, cleared out at the 
Custom-House at Norfolk, in Virginia, last February, 
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with twenty thousand five hundred staves, for Lisbon, 
where she did not go, but arrived at Dunkirk, and deliv- 
ered her cargo, with about ninety hogsheads of tobacco, 
which were covered with the staves;- also, it is now dis- 
covered, that two other ships have arrived with like car- 
goes, and more are expected at the same port. Quere, Do 
these ships bring their return in tea, brandy, claret, &ic, 
to be smuggled into the Colony ? What will be the conse- 
quence of tins pernicious practice, time will discover. 



CAPTAINS GRAYSON AND LEE TO COLONEL WASHINGTON. 

Dumfries, April 26, 1775, 

Sir: We have just received a letter from the Officers 
of the Independent Company of Spottsylvania, which I 
have herewith enclosed. We immediately called together 
tills Company, and bad the vote put, whether they would 
march to WUliamsburgli for the purpose.- mentioned in 
that Letter, which was carried unanimously. 

We have nothing more to add, but that we are well as- 
sured you may depend on them, either for that or any other 
service, which respects the liberties of America. We ex- 
pect your answer and determination by Mr. Davess. 

Webave the honour to be your most obedient servants. 

By order of the Company : - • . 

: William Grayson, 

Phil. Rd. Frans. Lee. 



HUGH MERCER, ETC., TO CAPTAIN W T ILLIAM GRAYSON. 
Fredericksburgh, Virginia, April 24, 1775. 

Sir: From undoubted authority, we received here this 
day, morning, the very disagreeable intelligence, that in 
the night of Tfmrsday last, Captain Collins, Commander of 
one of His Majesty's Sloops of War, by command of his 
Excellency the Governour, assisted by a Company of Ma- 
rines, carried off all the Powder from the Magazine in the 
City of WUliamsburgli, and deposited it on board his vessel, 
which lay at BurwelPs Ferry, about five miles below the 
City. 

The said authority informs us that the Corporation of 
the City of Williamsburgh addressed the Governour on 
that occasion. The people have received no satisfaction ; 
nor are they likely to recover the Powder,' though it is so 
very necessary for the security of the Country. 

This being a day of meeting of the Independent Com- 
pany of this Town, they considered it necessary to take 
the rhatter into serious consideration, and are come to a 
unanimous resolution, that a submission to so arbitrary an. 
exertion of Government, may not only prejudice" the com- 
mon cause, by introducing a suspicion of a defection of this 
Colony from the noble pursuit, but will encourage the tools 
of despotism to. commit further acts of violence in this 
Colony, and more especially subject the Arms in the Ma- 
gazine to the same fate" as the Powder. 

In these, sentiments, tljis Company could but determine 
that a number of publick spirited gentlemen should em- 
brace this opportunity of showing their zeal in the grand 
cause, by marching to WUliamsburgli to inquire into this 
affair, and there to take such steps as may best answer the 
purpose of recovering the Powder, and securing the Arms 
row in the Magazine. To this end, they have determined 
to hold themselves in. readiness to march from this place as 
Light-Horse, on Saturday morning; and, in the mean 
time, to submit the matter to the determination of yours 
and the. neighbouring Counties, to whom expresses are 
purposely forwarded, , We address you in the name of our 
Company, as its Officers, and are. Sir, your very humble 
servants, Hugh Mercer, G. Weedon, 

■ /■.I.-:"- . Alex. Spotswood, Jno. Willis. 

To Captain Wrn. Grayson. 



dalen Sloop-of-War, and by order of the Governour ; and 
the Committee having taken into their consideration the 
Address of the Corporation of the City of Williamsburgh, 
as also his Excellency's Answer thereunto, came to the 
following Resolutions : 

Resolved, That if is the opinion of this Committee, that 
the removing of the said Gunpowder in the manner, at the 
time, and for the reasons given for so doing, is an insult to 
every freeman in this Country, a high reflection upon the 
respectable Corporation of the City of Williamsburgh, an.d 
to the last degree cruel, under their circumstances, being 
then threatened with an insurrection ; that we consider the 
act itself as a determined step, tending towards establish- 
ing that tyranny we so much dread, and which the British 
Ministry, with unrelenting fury, have so long and are still 
endeavouring to effect. And further, that we consider it 
as injurious to the fame, and tending to destroy the pleas- 
ing idea we had entertained of his Excellency's regard for 
the happiness and true interests of this Colony. 

Resolved, That we think it incumbent upon us to avow 
our sentiments upon this occasion ; and while we declare 
our detestation and abhorrence of the act, we will .use our 
best endeavours to procure an immediate restitution of the 
said Powder to the Magazine, from whence it was taken- 

Resolved, That as we cannot rest satisfied with his Ex- 
cellency's Answer to the Address of the Corporation of 
the City of Williamsburgh, that it be an instruction to the 
Committee of Correspondence to write to the Committee 
of the City of Williamsburgh, or to the Committee of 
York or James City Counties, and procure the most au- 
thentick intelligence respecting the same, and report to 
this Committee at their next meeting. 

By order of the Committee : ~ .. . r 

John Beckley, Clerk. 



HENRICO/ COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

, • '.' In Committee, Wednesday, April 26, 1775. 

It appearing from the Virginia Gazette, of the 21st in- 
stant, that the Powder in the publick Magazine, in the 
City of Williamsburgh, deposited there at the expense of 
the Country, and for the use of the people, in case of in- 
vasion; or instrrrection, had been secretly removed, under 
the clouds of the night, by Captain Collins, of the 3Iag- 



to the publick. 

I find in Messieurs Bradfords Journal, " A Plan of an 
union of the several Colonies, &.c, proposed by Benjamin 
Franklin, Esquire, and unanimously agreed to by all the 
Commissioners of the several Colonies, met, by order of 
the Crown, at Albany, in July, 1754," with the following 
introduction: 

" The following Plan bears so strong a resemblance to 
that introduced into the late Congress by a Delegate from 
this Province, as his own, that I cannot but think it right to 
take the child from its putative, and restore it to real pa- 
rents. Had it been produced, as undoubtedly it ought to 
have been, as perfect and complete as tills, it is possible it 
would have met with a more favourable reception ; but this, 
perhaps, would not have so entirely corresponded with the 
views of this gentleman, as it would have lessened his title 
to it, and rendered his claim to be more doubtful or liable 
to detection." 

Having perused this introduction, I slightly ran my eye 
over the plan, expecting to find after it, some, strictures, 
proving the alleged "strong resemblance" between it and 
the one proposed in the late Congress, but not a remark 
followed ; the reader is left to believe the similitude upon 
the futile and false asseveration of an anonymous scribbler. 
This is a practice, of late, grown too common with a num- 
ber of men, who mean to mislead and deceive, and have 
not even the appearance of facts or arguments to support 
that deception. It certainly calls for a publick reprehen- 
sion, because whenever it is done, it is an insult offered to 
the publick, an affront to the understandings of men of 
sense and integrity, and, could the authors.be. Known, they 
must become the objects of publick contempt. 

The plan proposed in the late Congress, though offered 
to their consideration with the most beneficent intentions 
towards America, has unfortunately produced very mis- 
chievous effects with some folks. Jt has. given them infi- 
nite anxiety, disgust, and distress. Why the mere proposal 
of a plan of union between the subjects of the same state, 
in order to the establishment of a permanent harmony be- 
tween them, and to prevent the dreadful effects of a civil 
war, should produce these effects, is difficult to determine, 
unless it be because the plan is so replete "'with American 
liberty, and consequently so opposite to their frantick scheme 
of independency, and yet founded on such solid principles, 
that they know not what to do with it. It was declared 
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in Congress, by more than one of the Delegates, that it 
was " big with destruction to the Colonies," and one of them 
undertook, at a future day, to prove it so ; but near six 
months have elapsed, and it is not done. We are told that 
it is "Idle, dangerous, whimsical, and ministerial." Such 
are the opprobrious epithets which these angry gentlemen 
have bestowed upon it, but the publick is not favoured with 
a single argument to prove it deserving of any of them. 
The merits of the plan remain uncanvassed and unsullied 
but by their abuse, supported by their defamatory asser- 
tions only. And such is the inconsistency of human con- 
duct, when it becomes subservient to bad designs, that we 
ever find it like the winds, perpetually changing from point 
to point, until it blows opposite blasts, and incurs the most 
palpable contradictions. Thus the enemies to this plan, 
.finding their attempts to persuade the publick by their posi- 
tive assertions to believe that it was something very wicked 
and inconsistent with the true interest of America, unwil- 
lingly glide into an acknowledgment of its merit. For this 
same plan, which not long since was pronounced idle, dan- 
gerous, whimsical, and ministerial, is now of a sudden be- 
come, instead of an " idle and whimsical plan," the real 
child of a truly worthy great man, and one of the first phi- 
losophers of the present age; instead of being "dangerous 
to America" it is the child of the warmest, wisest, and 
most zealous of the friends of America ; and instead of be- 
ing ministerial, it is the act of a gentleman the most anti- 
ministerial of any one living. And we are further told, in 
the same Journal, that it was not inserted in the Journal of 
the last Congress, because it would " be disgracing their 
records." Yet now we find that it bears a " strong resem- 
blance to a plan " unanimously agreed to by all the Com- 
missioners of the several Colonies, met at Albany in 1754," 
and consequently entered upon their records, as worthy of 
the attention of all America. Such are the strange, capri- 
cious, and inconsistent conduct of men who have resolved 
to desert the paths of truth and candour. 

And, as if truth and the convictions of reason were too 
powerful to be longer suppressed, it is at last confessed, in 
the- introduction, that had the plan of 1774 " been pro- 
duced as perfect and complete as the one of 1754, it would 
have met with a more favourable reception." Here again 
is a full acknowledgment that the former has not deserved 
the abuse which has been cast upon it, and that it only re- 
quired to be more " perfect and complete" to entitle it to a 
favourable reception. It is a just observation of a great 
Lawyer and a Statesman, " nihil simul et semel inceptum 
et perfectum est;" that there is scarce any thing of human 
invention which is at first perfect; it may be concluded, 
without derogating from the merit of the great man who 
proposed it, that the plan of J754 was, when proposed, in 
this state, "and" that it did not assume its present form until 
it had been canvassed "by, and received the alterations and 
amendments of the collected wisdom of the Governours 
and Delegates of the several Colonies. Had the last Con- 
gress acted the same candid and impartial part agreeable to 
their first resolution, the last plan might have been made 
equally perfect. If it contained the great outlines of a ra- 
tional system of union between Great Britain and the Co- 
lonies, it; was their indispensable duty to furnish the mate- 
rials wanting to finish the work within, and to complete the 
superstructure. And it is yet the duty of the pretended 
Patnots, who are wasting pen, ink, and paper, with their 
calumnies, to point out its defects, and propose the proper 
alterations and additions. And as none of them have been 
capable of offering to the publick any other more perfect 
system of union, this would certainly be acting the part of 
real friends to their Country, and save them from the dis- 
grace which must attend the continued proofs they are ex- 
hibiting, of some deep-laid, dark designs, which they do 
not care to unfold. 

But it is further alleged, that the plan agreed in the Con- 
gress at Albany, " bears a strong resemblance to that intro- 
duced by a Delegate from this Province, into the late Con- 
gress, as his own, and that it is but right to take the child 
from it putative, and restore^it to its real parents." It be- 
ing a matter of no importance to. the publick, whether the 
ingenious Doctor Franklin, or the Pennsylvania Delegate, 
"was tbeauthor of the last plan, no notice would be taken 
of the introduction, did not the above charge strike at the 
honour and candour of the Delegate. But as this is the 



sole design of it, it is hoped the publick will not think it 
improper to have before them what may be said in vindi- 
cation of his injured honour and character. A comparison 
of the two plans, and a just representation of his conduct 
at the time he proposed the last, will prove that this " strong 
resemblance " exists neither in the names, .the matter, or 
substance of the plans, and were they the same, that be 
had no intent to assume to himself the merit which be- 
longed to another. 

1. The plan agreed to at Albany is properly called, in 
its title, " A Plan of an union of the several Colonies," &ie. ; 
and the one proposed by the Pennsylvania Delegate is, 
" A Plan of union between Great Britain and the Colo- 
nies." * 

2. The first forms a distinct inferiour Legislature for the 
Colonies, composed of two perfect branches only, upon 
the same principles and model of the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, without any incorporation or union with. the. Bri- 
tish Legislature. But the second proposes to establish a 
grand British and American Legislature, by a political 
union and incorporation of the Representatives of the free- 
men of America with the .King, Lords, and Commons. 

3. By the first, the Legislative acts of the Grand Coun- 
cil are made subject to the negative of the King, as Repre- 
sentative of the British State, and afterwards to his nega- 
tive, as one of the branches of the British Legislature. 
By the second, this negative in the Crown is~ rendered 
altogether unnecessary, and totally excluded, by a direction 
in one of the Articles, that the acts of the Grand Council 
shall be immediately transmitted for the approbation or. dis- 
sent of the Parliament of Great Britain, before they are 
valid. And thus these acts would only remain subject to 
the negative of the Parliament, while the Grand Council 
would also enjoy the like negative. on all the acts of the 
British Legislature which concern their general interest 
and welfare, either "civil, criminal, or commercial." ■• 

4. The Legislature of the first plan, and all its constitu- 
ents, were to Temain subordinate to. the authority of Par- 
liament, although America is not there represented, there 
being nothing either in the. expressions, matter, or implica- 
tions of the plan to exclude it, but, on the contrary, an ex- 
press acknowledgment of that authority. But in the second, 
this subordination, now so much complained of, and the 
great object of the dispute which is likely to involve Ame- 
rica in ruin, is. taken away, and a remedy proposed by an 
union of the British and American "members of the "Stale; 
upon constitutional principles, by which the latteris placed 
on a par of power, and will enjoy the same solid -security 
for their rights and freedom with the" former; as under this 
plan no money can be taken from them, no taxes laid, none 
of their manufactures restrained, or their commerce pro- 
hibited or burthened, without their consent. . 

5. Thus we find that the first plan proposes no more than 
an union of the Colonies by a Grand Assembly of their 
Representatives, subject to a negative on their acts in the 
Crown, and afterwards to the repeal and control of the- 
Parliamentary authority, which "leaves the rights of Ame- 
rica unrestored, the authority of Parliament over lis arbi- 
trary, and the. essential grievances of America unredressed : 
while, the latter proposes a political union of the Colonies 
with Great Britain, in which the' rights of the Colonies 
are restored on the most solid principles of liberty; the 
Parliamentary authority over them modified and. rendered 
safe and constitutional ; the cause and reason of our com- 
plaints removed ; and a solid foundation laid for a perma- 
nent union and harmony between the two Countries.. 

I could descend to many other particulars in which these 
plans materially differ ; but this must be unnecessary, as it 
cannot be thought strange that they should be substantially 
variant from each other, when impartial men will give them- 
selves time to reflect on the different circumstances and 
motives which gave rise to them. At the time when the 
first was proposed, the supremacy of Parliament "oyer the 
Colonies .was not questioned by any American. _ The de- 
sign of the Congress was to propose some mode to His Ma- 
jesty, by which the Colonies might be enabled to ascertain 
the just proportion of aids that each ought to contribute 
towards their general safety, which was then immediately 
endangered by their disunion, and to establish some power 
to compel the refractory and unwilling to a performance of 
their genera] political duties among themselves. Here the 
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views of the first Congress rested. But when the last 
met, the objects of their deliberations were infinitely more 
extensive and important. Nothing less than the rights of 
the supreme authority of a great Empire over its members, 
and the essential rights of a very respectable part of those 
members, were the questions there agitated. The first plan 
was calculated Jo afford a remedy for the mischiefs then 
under consideration. The second, to remove the unhappy 
cause of the dispute between Great Britain and the Co- 
lonies, by restoring America to her right of participating in 
the supreme authority, and reducing that authority to a 
constitutional exercise of its power over the Colonies. Such 
being the obvious difference in the causes from which the 
plans originated, it was impossible, if they were in any 
ways calculated to answer the different ends in view, that 
they should not be greatly different both in their names and 
substance. 

I shall offer but one argument more in vindication of the 
Delegate who proposed the last plan, from the ungenerous 
calumny so undeservedly thrown upon him, which will fully 
demonstrate that he could entertain no design of taking from 
Doctor Franklin, or the Congress of 1754, the merit of 
the first. He carried with him to the Congress the plan of 
1754, with the reasons under every article, which induced 
the then Commissioners to adopt them in the Doctor's own 
writing. He shewed it to several of the members as the 
plan proposed by the Doctor and agreed to by the Com- 
missioners. He delivered it to one of the Delegates with- 
out the least injunction or reserve. From that Delegate it 
passed into the hands of several others, until the gentleman 
to whom it was first delivered .could not, for. some lime, dis- 
cover in whose hands to find it. This was done to enable 
the members to compare the two plans, to digest the better 
the one then proposed, and if any addition could be made 
to it, that it might be done when it should.be taken into 
consideration agreeable to the rule of the Congress. Hav- 
ing little vanity in his composition, any applause which 
migljt arise from the merit of the plan never entered into 
his imagination. His mind was too earnestly engaged in 
endeavouring to lend his assistance towards preserving the 
rights of America, and establishing a happy union of the_ 
two Countries. These were his motives, his only motives ; 
and he is still of opinion, had the Delegates in Congress 
formed a constitutional system of union upon the same, or 
nearly alike principles, that great and beneficial effects would 
have flowed from it to America. It would have been 
acting the wise and prudent part of taking the best ground 
of defence first. It would have been asking, what we have 
a right to, demand, an union with our brethren and fellow- 
subjects in Britain, on principles of liberty and govern- 
ment. It would have attached to us innumerable friends in, 
England and all the British Dominions, whom, by a con- 
trary conduct, we have lost. It would have united us firmly 
and inseparably among ourselves, upon rational and sup- 
portable grounds, while the measures adopted have only 
tended to divide and weaken the Colonies. And should 
the "Ad ministration have refused (contrary to what we had 
then, and more especially now, reason to expect) so reason- 
able and just a proposition as that of granting to the Ameri- 
cans the common constitutional rights of British subjects, in 
all probability it would have left them supported by very few, 
if any, of the people, on whom they must rely for aids, to en- 
able them to carry any scheme into execution. . C. E. 



complained of in the most legal and dutiful manner by the 
Congress: And whereas, an additional number of Troops, 
with a Fleet, have been ordered for America, to assist the 
Troops now in Boston in the execution of the said Acts,- 
We, the subscribers, agree that we will associate for the 
purpose of learning the Military Exercise, and for defend- 
ing our property and lives against all attempts to deprive 
us of them. 



Philadelphia, April 2G, 1775. 

Yesterday, at three o'clock in the afternoon, pursuant to 
publick notice, there was a meeting of near eight thousand 
of the inhabitants of this City, to consider of the measures 
to be pursued in the present critical situation of the affairs 
of America. 

The business was opened with several eloquent and pa- 
triotick speeches, and the company unanimously agreed to 
associate, for the purpose of defending with arms, their 
property, liberty, and lives, against all attempts to deprive 
them of them. 

PHILADELPHIA ASSOCIATION. 

Whereas, it appears from authentick accounts received 
from England, that it is the design of the present Ministry 
to enforce the late cruel and unjust Acts of Parliament 



EXTRACT Or A LETTER FROM READING, PENNSYLVANIA, 
DATED APRIL 26, 1775. 

We have raised in this Town two Companies of Foot, 
under proper Officers ; and such is the spirit of the people 
of this free County, that in three weeks time there is not 
a Township in it that will not have a Company raised and 
disciplined, ready to assert at the risk of their lives the 
freedom of America. r 

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

Wednesday, April 26, 1775. 

The Committee having taken into consideration the com- 
motions occasioned by the sanguinary measures pursued by 
the British Ministry; and that the powers with which this 
Committee is invested, respect only the Association, are 
unanimously of opinion thaF a new Committee beelected 
by the Freeholders and Freemen of this City and County, 
for the present unhappy exigency of affairs, as well as to 
observe the conduct of all persons touching the Association ; 
that the said Committee cons]st of one hundred persons; 
that thirty-three be a quorum, and that they dissolve within 
a fortnight next after the end of the next sessions of the 
Continental Congress. And that the sense of the Freehold- 
ers and Freemen of this City and County upon this sub- 
ject may be better procured and ascertained, the Commit- 
tee are further unanimously of opinion, that the polls be 
taken on Friday morning next, at nine o'clock, at the usual 
places of election in each Ward, under the inspection of 
the two Vestrymen of each Ward, and two of this Com- 
mittee, or any two of the four; and that at the said elec- 
tions the votes of the Freemen and Freeholders be taken 
on the following questions, viz : Whether such new Com- 
mittee shall be constituted? And if yea, of whom it shall 
consist ? And this Committee is further unanimously of 
opinion, that at the present alarming juncture, it is highly 
advisable that a Provincial Congress be immediately sum- 
moned ; and that it be recommended to the Freeholders 
and Freemen of this City and County, to choose at the 
same time that they vote for the new Committee aforesaid, 
twenty Deputies to represent them at the said Congress"; 
and that a Letter be forthwith prepared and despatched to 
all the Counties, requesting them to unite with us in form- 
ing a Provincial Congress, and to appoint their Deputies 
without delay, to meet at New-York, on Monday, the 22d 
of May next. By order of the Committee : 

Isaac Low, Chairman. 



JOHN COLLINS TO THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE 
PROVINCIAL ARMY AT CAMBRIDGE. 

Newport, April 26, 1775. 

It is with pleasure that I communicate to you, by ex- 
press, the following important intelligence, by a vessel just 
arrived here from New-York. 

We are informed that the news of the engagement be- 
tween the Regulars and Provincials got to New-York on 
Sunday last, between the fore and afternoon service ; that 
the people of the City immediately arose, disarmed the 
Soldiers, and possessed. themselves of the Forts and.Maga- 
zines, in which they found about fifteen .hundred Arms ; 
that they unloaded two Transports bound to Boston^ Cap- 
tain Montague not daring to give them any assistance; that 
a third Transport had sailed while they were seizing the 
two others, and that the people had fitted out a, vessel, in 
order to take and bring her back; that they had. forbid all 
the Pilots from bringing up any of the King's Ships ; that 
Captain Montague was not able to procure a. Pilot in the 
whole City ; and that the inhabitants were preparing to 
put themselves in the best posture of defence. 

The gentleman who brings this intelligence left Eliza- 
bethtown yesterday morning, and tells us, that on Monday 
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the Committee of that Town and County met, and agreed 
to raise one thousand men immediately, to assist in the de- 
fence of New-York, against any attack that may be made 
upon them. I have the honour to assure you that this in- 
telligence may be depended upon, and that I am, Sir, your 
most humble servant, John Collins, 

■" Chairman of the Committee of Inspection. 



TO THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
In Provincial Convention at Exeter, April 26, 1775. 

"Resolved unanimously, That Colonel Nathaniel Folsom, 
Col. Josiah Barthti, and Major Samuel Hobart, Esquires, 
be immediately sent as a Committee from this Convention, 
to the Provincial Congress of the Province of Massachu- 
setts-Bay, to deliver to them the following Letter; and fur- 
ther inform them of the particular situation of this Province, 
and report the effect of their mission as soon as may be." 

Gentlemen: Before the receipt of your letter of April 
23, intelligence of the tragical scene which hath lately been 
acted in your Colony by the, regular Troops, had pierced 
the ears of the inhabitants of this ; upon which, many of our 
men, fired with zeal in the common cause, and resentment 
at the inhuman cruelty and savage barbarity of the action, 
instantly flew to your assistance, and vast numbers more on 
their march were.stopped, on hearing they were not needed. 

The Provincial Committee, upon this alarm, immediate- 
ly called a special Convention of Delegates from the near- 
est Towns, to consult with the Committee what was then 
absolutely necessary to be done upon that pressing occa- 
sion ; in consequence of which this Convention met. 

Previous to this, our Provincial Committee, upon appli- 
cation to them from a Committee of your body, had noti- 
fied the respective Towns in this Province to choose and em- 
power Delegates to meet at Exeter on the 17th day of May 
next, to deliberate upon the important and momentous ob- 
jects proposed by your Congress for the consideration and 
concurrence of ours; at which time the important matters 
recommended, will naturally come under the mature deliber- 
ation.of our Congress, and, no doubt, they will readily concur 
and co-operate with their brethren in New-England in all 
such measures as shall be thought most conducive for the 
common safety. But this body, though heartily "willing to 
contribute in every advisable method to your aid, in the 
general defence of these Colonies, judge it not expedient now 
to determine upon the establishment of an Army of Observa- 
tion, as the Towns in this Government are not generally re- 
presented. But it is recommended in the mean time to the 
Towns in this Colony, to supply the men gone from it with 
provisions and other necessaries, if their continuance shall be 
thought necessary; and from the spirit of the inhabitants you 
may expect their aid, if any emergency should require it. 

We most fervently wish you the blessing and direction 
of Heaven in all your deliberations ; and may God Al- 
mighty, who protected and saved our pious ancestors 
amidst ten thousand dangers, preserve New-England from 
the horrours and desolations of a civil war. - - - 

By "order of the Convention : 

Mesheck Weare, President pro tern. 



JOHN HANCOCK TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Worcester, April 26, 1775. 

Gentlemen:' Having had the honour to command the 
Cadet Company at Boston, and knowing the abilities of 
those who composed that Corps, I cannot withhold men- 
tioning and recommending to the notice of you and the 
General Officers, Mr. John Smith and Mr. John Avery, 
two excellent good soldiers and gentlemen, who will ad- 
vance the reputation of the Province in that department of 
command where they may be placed. I therefore most 
strongly recommend them, and earnestly pray they may 
be noticed. I will be answerable for their conduct. There 
are several other gentlemen of that Corps who may be 
useful, particularly Mr. Brant and Mr. Cunningham. Do 
notice Mr. Smith and Avery ; they will be useful. 

I set out to-morrow morning. God bless you. Why 
don't you send to Mr. Crafts? Pray improve him ; he is a 
good man, and one on whom you may depend ; don't miss 
him. I am your real friend, John Hancock. 

Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 26 



LETTER FROM THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO RHODE- 
ISLAND AND CONNECTICUT. 

April 26, 1775. 
The distressed situation in wriich we are>and the danger 
to which the liberties of all America, and especially the 
New-England Colonies, are exposed, will be the best 
apology for the importunate application to you for imme- 
diate assistance. We pray, as you regard the safety of 
your Country, that as large a number of Troops as you can 
spare may immediately march forward, well stocked with 
provisions and ammunition ; that they come under proper 
Officers, enlisted for such a time as may be necessary ; that 
as large a train of Artillery as can be procured, may be sent 
down to our aid. We rely greatly upon you, as we know 
the bravery of your men. 

Our men have behaved with the utmost resolution ; but 
as many of them came from home without any preparation, 
it is impossible to keep them in the field, without allowing 
many of them time to return to their families for one or 
two days, during which time we may all possibly be cut 
off, as we have a powerful and watchful enemy to deal 
with. We are far from despairing. We firmly trust, that, 
by the blessing of Heaven on us, we shall deliver our 
Country. We are determined, at all events, to act our 
parts with firmness and intrepidity, knowing that slavery is 
far worse than death. We pray that our sister Rhode- 
Island would immediately put in for a share of honour, in 
saving the liberties of America, as a moment lost. may 
never be recalled. May God direct you and us at this im- 
portant moment, on which the fate of us and posterity de- 
pends. We are, &ic. 

FALMOUTH COMMITTEE TO COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Falmouth April 26, 1775. 
Gentlemen : At this alarming and dangerous time, we 
find our stock of Powder greatly deficient ; therefore have 
sent some money by the bearers to purchase where they 
can find it; and if they cannot get any this side of Cam- 
bridge, have desired them to wait upon you for advice, pre- 
suming that you can direct them where it may be had. 

We rely on your conduct, under God, in our righteous 
cause, for deliverance from our present calamities, and are, 
gentlemen, your most obedient humble servants, 

Enoch Freeman, John Brackett, 

Benjamin Mussey, Wm. Owen, 

Selectmen of Falmouth. 

P. S. The bearers are Captain Joseph McLellan and 
Captain Joseph Noyes. 

TO COLONEL PHILIP SKEENE, (INTERCEPTED.) 

Extract of a Letter intercepted at Ticonderoga, directed 
to Lieutenant Colonel Philip Skecne, of the Sixty-Ninth 
Regiment, to the care of Messrs. Cox and Mair, Agents, 
London, signed A. Mabane. ' , 

Woodfield, in Canada, April 26," 1775. 

Dear Colonel : The Fifty-Second Regiment has been 
detained in America, on account of the affairs ox Boston; 
and God knows how long they may remain there, or what 
will be the event of these disputes ; but it is generally 
thought by those who have resided any time in America, 
and who have observed the progress which the Colonists 
have made in their demands and attempts towards inde- 
pendence, that the sooner the laws are put in force, so 
much the better. Procrastination only encourages the. se- 
ditious, and weakens Government. 

Colonel Jones acts as Brigadier at Boston. General 
Gage has sent for our friend Dunbar ; and I would fain 
flatter myself that something will at last be done for de- 
serving Officers. 

The January Packet brought Mr. Carlcton's new com- 
mission ; it does not differ much from his former one, ex- 
cept in the limits of the Province, and a power given to 
him without consent pf Council to array the Militia, march 
them by land, or transport them by sea itito any of the 
other Colonies, where enemies, pirates, or rebels, may be". 

The Canadians, by the late Act of Parliament, are ex- 
empted from the Test, &,c, and may be admitted into of- 
fices ; seven of them are named to the Council, and two 
of them, Rouville and Panet, are added to the number of 
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Judges. The Counsellors are six, Croix de St. Louis 
and Mr. Regauville, who acted as Major to the Corps of 
the Canadian Militia, which General Murray sent to the 
upper country during the last Indian war. It is said the 
officers are to have h.alf pay. This is the favourable mo- 
ment for Canada, and I am very glad that the Ministry 
have seized it, Whatever narrow-minded men may say, 
the Act is consonant to sound policy, humanity, and that 
moderation which becomes an enlightened Nation. To 
conquer, has been often the lot of the British Nation ; but 
to conciliate the affections of the conquered, has been re- 
served to the reign of George the Third ; and I may ven- 
ture to say, that the Canadians will, upon every occasion, 
show their fidelity and gratitude. 



NEW COMMISSION TO THE GOVERNOUR OF 9.UEBECK. 

George the Third, by the Grace of God, of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of 
the Faith, &rc. To our trusty and well-beloved Guy 
Carleton, Esquire, Greeting. 

Whereas. we did Tjy our Letters Patent under our great 
seal of Great Britain, bearing date at Westminster the 
twelfth day of Aprils in the eighth year of our reign, consti- 
tute and appoint you to be our Captain General and Gov- 
eroour-jn-Chi.ef in and over our Province of Quebeck in 
America, bounded on the Labrador Coast by the River St. 
John, and from thence by aline drawn from the head of 
that River through the Lake St. John to the south-east of 
Lake Nipissin, from whence the said line, crossing the 
River St. Lawrence and Lake Champlain in forty-five 
degrees of northern latitude, passes along the high lands, 
which divide the Rivers that empty themselves into the 
said River St. Lawrence, from those which fall into the 
Sea', and also along the north Coast of the Bay Des 
Chaleiirs, and the Coast of the Gulf of St. Lawrence to 
Cape Rozieres, and from thence crossing the mouth of the 
River St. Lawrence by the west end of the Island of 
Anticosti, terminates at the aforesaid River St. John, to- 
gether with all the rights, members, and appurtenances 
whatsoever thereunto belonging, for and during our will and 
pleasure, as by the said recited Letters Patent, relation 
being thereunto had, may more fully and at large appear. 
And whereas we did also by our Letters Patent under our 
great seal of Great Britain, bearing date at Westminster, 
the . . day of .... in the . . . year of 
our reign, constitute and appoint Molineux Shuldham, 
Esq., to be our Governour and Commander-in-Chief in 
and over our Island of Neivfoundland ', and all the Coast 
of Labrador, from the entrance of Hudson's Straits to 
the River St. John, which discharges itself into the Sea 
nearly opposite the west end of the Island of Anticosti, 
including that Island, with any other small Islands on the 
said Coast of Labrador, and also the Islands of Madelaine 
in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, as also of all our Forts and 
Garrisons erected and established in' our said Islands of 
Newfoundland, Anticosti, and Madelaine, or on the Coast 
of Labrador within the i limits aforesaid, for and during our 
will and pleasure, as. by the said Letters Patent, relation 
being thereunto, had, may more fully and at large appear. 
Now know you, that we have revoked and determined, 
and by these presents revoke and determine, the said reci- 
ted Letters Patent granted to you, the said Guy Carleton, 
as aforejaid, and every clause, article, and thing therein 
contained ; and that we have also revoked and determined, 
and do by these presents revoke and determine so much 
and such part of the said recited Letters Patent granted to 
Molineux Shuldham, Esq., "as aforesaid, as relates to the 
Coast of Labrador, including the Island of Anticosti, with 
any other small Islands on the said Coast of Labrador, 
and every clause, article, and thing therein contained, so 
far as the samejelates to the said Coast, of Labrador, and 
the Islands herein before recited. And further know you, 
that we", reposing especial trust and confidence in the pru- 
dence, courage, and loyalty of you, the said Guy Carleton, 
of our especial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, 
have thought fit to constitute and appoint you, the said 
Guy Carleton, to be our Captain-General and Governour- 
in-Chief in and oyer our Province of Quebeck in America, 
comprehending all our Territories, Islands, and Countries 
in Norih-Ameripa, bounded on the south .by a line from 



the Bay of Chaleurs along the high lands, which divide 
the Rivers that empty themselves into the River St. Law- 
rence from those which fall into the Sea, to a point in 
forty-five degrees of northern latitude, on the eastern bank 
of the .River Connecticut; keeping the same latitude di- 
rectly west through the Lake Champlain, until in the same 
latitude it. meets with the River St. Lawrence, from thence 
up the eastern bank of the said River to the Lake Ontario, 
thence through the Lake Ontario, and the River, com- 
monly called Niagara, and thence along by the eastern 
and southeastern bank of Lake Erie, following the said 
bank, until the same shall, be intersected by the northern 
boundary granted by the Charter of the Province of Penn- 
sylvania, in case the same shall .be so intersected, and from 
thence along the said northern and western boundaries of 
the said Province, until the said western bojundary strikes 
the Ohio; but, in case the said bank of the said Lake 
shall not be found to be so intersected, then following the 
said bank, until it shall arrive at the point of the said bank 
which shall be nearest to the northwestern angle of the 
said Province of Pennsylvania, and thence by a right line 
to the said northwestern angle of the said Province, and 
thence along the western boundary of the said Province, 
until it strikes the River Ohio, and along the bank of the 
said River westward to the banks of Mississippi, and north- 
ward along the eastern bank of the said River to the southern 
boundary of the Territory granted to the Merchants Ad- 
venturers of England trading to Hudson's Bay ; and also 
all such Territories, Islands, and Countries, whichJiave, 
since the tenth of February, 1763, been made part of the 
Government of Newfoundland, as aforesaid, together with 
all the rights, members, and appurtenances whatsoever 
thereunto belonging. 

And we do hereby require and command you to do and 
execute all things in due manner, that shall belong to your 
said command, and the trust we have reposed in you, 
according to the several powers and directions granted or 
appointed you by this present Commission, and the instruc- 
tions and authorities herewith given unto you, or by such 
further powers, instructions, and authorities as shall at any 
time hereafter be granted or appointed you under our sig- 
net or sign manual, or by our order in our Privy Council, 
and according to such Ordinances as shall hereafter be made 
and agreed upon by you, with the advice and consent of 
the Council of our said Province under your Government, 
in such manner and form as is herein after expressed. 

And our will and pleasure is, that you, the said Guy 
Carleton, do, after the publication of these our Letters 
Patent, in such manner and form as has been accustomed 
to be used on like occasions, in the first place take the 
oaths appointed to be taken by an Act passed in the first 
year of the reign of KlngGeorge the First, intituled, "An 
Act for the further security of His Majesty's person and 
Government, and the succession of the Crown in the heirs 
of the late Princess Sophia, being Protestants, and for ex- 
tinguishing the hopes of the pretended Prince of Wales, 
and his open and secret abetters ;" and by an Act passed in 
the sixth year of our reign, intituled, " An Act for altering 
the Oath of Abjuration, and the Assurance ; and for amend- 
ing so much of an Act of the seventh year of her late 
Majesty Queen Anne, intituled, An Act for the Improve- 
ment of the Union of the two Kingdoms, as, after the time 
therein limited, requires the delivery of certain lists and 
copies therein mentioned, to persons indicted of High Trea- 
son, or Misprision of Treason;" as also that you make and 
subscribe the declaration mentioned in an ^Act of Parlia- 
ment, made in the twenty-fifth year of the reign of King 
Charles the Second, intituled, " An Act for preventing 
dangers which may happen from Popish recusants ;" and 
likewise that you take the oath usually taken by the Go- 
vernours in the Plantations, for the due execution of the 
office and trust of our Captain-General and Governour in 
and over our said. Province, and for the due and impartial 
administration of justice ; and further that you take the 
oath required to be taken by Governoars of the Planta- 
tions, to do their utmost, that the several, laws relating to 
Trade and the Plantations be duly observed ; which said 
oaths and declaration our Council of pur sa]d Province, or 
any three of the Members thereof, have hereby full power 
and authority, and are required to tender and. administer to 
you ; all which being duly performed, you shall yourself 
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administer to each of the Members of our said Council, 
(except as herein after excepted) the said oaths mentioned 
in the said Acts, intituled, " An Act for the further security 
of His Majesty's person and Government, and the succes- 
sion of the Crown in the heirs of the late Princess Sophia, 
being Protestants, and for extinguishing the hopes of the 
pretended Prince of Wales, and his open and secret abet- 
ters ;" and " An Act for altering the Oath of Abjuration, 
and the Assurance, and for amending so much of an Act 
of the seventh year of her late Majesty Queen Anne, inti- 
tuled, An Act for the Improvement of the Union of the 
two Kingdoms, as after the time therein limited requires 
the delivery of certain lists and copies, therein mentioned, 
to persons indicted of High Treason, or Misprision of Trea- 
son ;" as also cause them to make and subscribe the afore- 
mentioned declaration, and to administer unto them the 
usual oath for the due execution of their places and trusts. 

And whereas we may find it expedient for our service, 
that our Council of our said Province should be in part 
composed of such of our Canadian subjects, or their de- 
scendants, as remain within the same under the faith of the 
Treaty of Paris, and who may profess the religion of the 
Church of Rome; it is therefore our will and pleasure, that 
in all cases where such persons shall or may be admitted, 
either into our said Council or into any other offices, they 
shall be exempted from all tests, and from taking any other 
■oath than that prescribed in and by an Act of Parliament, 
passed in the fourteenth year of our reign, intituled, " An 
Act for making more effectual provision for the Govern- 
ment of the Province of Quebeck in 'North America;" and 
also the usual oath for the due execution of their places 
and trusts respectively. 

And we do further give and grant unto you, the said 
Guy Carleton, full power and authority from time to time, 
and at any time hereafter, by yourself, or by any other to 
be authorized by you in that behalf, to administer and give 
the oaths mentioned in the said Acts, intituled, " An Act 
for the further security of His Majesty's person and Gov- 
ernment, and the succession of the Crown in the heirs of 
the late Princess Sophia, being Protestants, and for extin- 
guishing the hopes of the pretended Prince of Wales, and 
his open and secret abetters," and" An Act for altering 
the Oath of Abjuration, and the Assurance ; and for amend- 
ing somuch of an Act of the seventh year of her late 
Majesty Queen Anne, intituled, An Act for the Improve- 
ment of the Union of the two Kingdoms, as, after the time 
therein limited, requires the delivery of certain lists and 
copies therein mentioned, to persons indicted of High Trea- 
son, or Misprision of Treason," to all and every such person 
or persons, as you shall think fit, who shall at any time or 
times pass into our said Province, or shall be resident or 
abiding there. 

And we do hereby authorize and empower you to keep 
and use the publick seal of our Province of Quebeck for 
sealing all things whatsoever, that shall pass the great seal 
of our said Province. 

And we do hereby give and grant unto you, the said 
Guy Carleton, full power and authority, with the advice 
and consent of our said Council, to make Ordinances for the 
peace, welfare and good Government of the said Province, 
and of the people and inhabitants thereof, and such others, 
as shall resort thereunto, and for the benefit of, us, our 
heirs, and successors ; provided always, that nothing herein 
contained shall extend, or be construed to extend to the 
authorizing and empowering the passing any Ordinance or 
Ordinances for laying any Taxes or Duties within the said 
Province, such rates and taxes only excepted, as the inha- 
bitants of any Town or District within our said Province 
may be authorized by any Ordinance passed by you, with 
the advice and consent of the said Council, to assess, 
levy, and apply within the said Town or District for the 
purpose of making roads, erecting and repairing publick 
buildings, or for any other purpose respecting the local 
convenience and economy of such Town or District ; pro-- 
vided also, that every Ordinance, so to be made by you, by 
and with the advice and consent of the said Council, shall 
be, within six months from the passing thereof, transmitted 
to us under our seal of our said Province for our approba- 
tion or disallowance of the same ; as also duplicates thereof 
by the next conveyance; and in case any, or all of the 
said Ordinances shall at any time be disallowed and not 



approved, and so signified by us, our heirs and successors 
by order in their, or our Privy Council unto you, the said 
Guy Carleton, or to the Commander-in-Chief of our said 
Province for the time "being, then such and so many of the 
said Ordinances, as shall be so disallowed and not approved, 
shall from the promulgation of the said order in Council 
within the said Province cease, determine and become 
utterly void and of no effect; provided also, that no Ordi- 
nance touching religion, or by which any punishment may bfc 
inflicted greater than fine or imprisonment for three months, 
shall be of any force or effect, until the same shall have 
been allowed and confirmed by us, our heirs and successors, 
and such allowance or confirmation signified to you, or to the 
Commander-in-Chief of our said Province for the time be- 
ing, by their or our order in their or our Privy Council, 

Provided also, that no Ordinance shall be passed at any 
meeting of the Council, where less than a majority of the 
whole Council is present, or at any time, except between 
the first day of January and the first day of May, unless 
upon some urgent occasion ; in which case every member 
thereof resident at the Town of Quebeck, or within fifty 
miles thereof, shall be personally summoned to attend the 
same : and to the end that nothing may be passed or done 
by our said Council to the prejudice of us, our heirs, and 
successors, we will and ordain, that you, the said Guy 
Carleton, shall have and enjoy a negative voice in the 
making and passing of all Ordinances, as aforesaid. 

And we do by these presents give and grant unto you, 
the said Guy Carleton, full power and authority, with the 
advice and consent of our said Council, to erect, constitute, 
and establish such and so many courts of judicature and 
publick justice within our said Province under your gov- 
ernment, as you and they shall think fit and necessary for 
the hearing and determining all causes, as well criminal 
as civil, and for awarding execution thereupon, with all 
reasonable and necessary powers, authorities, fees, and pri- 
vileges belonging thereunto; as also to appoint and com- 
missionate fit persons in the several parts of your Govern- 
ment to administer the oaths mentioned in the aforesaid 
Acts, intituled, " An Act for the further security of His 
Majesty's person and Government, and the succession of 
the Crown in the heirs of the late Princess Sophia, being 
Protestants, and for extinguishing the hopes of the pre- 
tended Prince of Wales, and his open and secret abetters ;" 
and, " An Act for altering the Oath of Abjuration and the 
Assurance; and for amending so much of an Act of the 
seventh year of her late Majesty Queen Anne, intituled, An 
Act for the Improvement of the Union of the two King- 
doms, as, after the time therein limited, requires the deli- 
very of certain lists and copies, therein mentioned, to per- 
sons indicted of High Treason, or Misprision of Treason ;" 
as also to tender and administer the aforesaid declaration 
to such persons belonging to the said Courts, as shall be 
obliged to take the same. 

And we do hereby grant unto you full power and autho- 
rity to constitute and appoint Judges, and in cases requi- 
site Commissioners of Oyer and Terminer, Justices pf the 
Peace, Sheriffs, and other necessary Officers and Ministers 
in our said Province, for the better administration of jus- 
tice, and putting the laws in execution ; and to administer 
or cause to be administered unto them such oath or oaths, 
as are usually given for the due execution and performance 
of offices and places, and for the clearing of truth .in judi- 
cial causes. . - 

And we do hereby give and grant unto you full power 
and authority, where you shall see cause or shall judge any 
offender or offenders in criminal matters, or for any noes 
or fprfeitures due unto us, fit objects of our mercy, to par- 
don all such offenders, and remit all such offences, fines, 
and forfeitures ; treason and wilful murder only excepted ; 
in which cases you shall likewise have power upon extra- 
ordinary occasions to grant reprieves Jo the offenders, until,, 
and to the intent pur Royal pleasure pay be known therein. 

And we do by these presents give and grant unto you 
full power and authority to collate any person or persons 
to any Churches, Chapels, or other ecclesiastical benefices 
within our said Province, as often as any of them shall, 
happen to be void. 

And we do hereby give and grant unto you, the said 
Guy Carleton, by yourself, or by your Captains and Com- 
manders by you to be authorized, full power and authority 
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to levy, arm, muster, command, and employ all persons 
whatsoever residing within our said Province; and, as 
occasion shall serve, them to march, embark, or transport 
from one place to another, for the resisting and withstand- 
ing of all enemies, pirates, and rebels, both at land and sea ; 
and to transport such Forces to any of. our Plantations in 
America, if necessity shall require, for defence of the same 
against the invasion or attempts of any of our enemies ; 
and such enemies, pirates and rebels, if there shall be oc- 
casion, to pursue and prosecute in, or out of, the limits of 
our said Province ; and, if it shall so please God, them to 
vanquish, apprehend, and take, and, being taken, according 
to law to put to death, or keep or preserve alive at your 
discretion, and to execute martial law in time of invasion, 
war, or other times, when by law it may be executed ; and 
to do and execute all and every other thing and things, 
which to our Captain-General and Governour-in-Chief 
doth or of right ought to belong. 

And we do hereby give and grant unto you full power 
and authority, by and with the advice and consent of 6ur 
said Council, to erect, raise, and build in our said Province 
such and so many Forts, Platforms, Castles, Cities, Bor- 
oughs, Towns, and Fortifications, as you by the advice 
aforesaid shall judge necessary; and the same or any of 
them to fortify and furnish with Ordnance, Ammunition, 
and all sorts of Arms fit and necessary for the security and 
defence of our said Province ; and, by the advice aforesaid, 
the same again, or any of them to demolish or dismantle, 
as may be most convenient. 

And forasmuch as divers Mutinies and Disorders may 
happen by persons shipped and employed at Sea, during 
the time of War ; and to the end, that such, as shall be ship- 
ped and employed at Sea during the time of War, may be 
better governed and ordered, we do hereby give and grant 
unto you, the said Guy Carleton, full power and authority 
to constitute and appoint Captains, Lieutenants, Masters 
of Ships, and other Commanders and Officers ; and to 
grant to such Captains, Lieutenants, Masters of Ships, and 
other Commanders' and Officers, Commissions to execute 
the Law Martial during the time of War, according to the di- 
rections of an Act, passed in the twenty-second year of the 
reign of our late Royal Grandfather, intituled, " An Act 
for. amending, explaining, and reducing into one Act of 
Parliament, the Laws relating to the Government of His 
Majesty's Ships, Vessels, and Forces by Sea ;" and to use 
such proceedings, authorities, punishments, corrections, 
and executions upon any offender or offenders, who shall 
be mutinous, seditious, disorderly, or any way unruly either 
at Sea, or during the tune of their abode or residence in any 
of the Ports, Harbours, or Bays in orir said Province, as the 
case shall be found to require, according to Martial Law; 
and the said. directions, during the time of War, as'aforesaid. 

Provided, that nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to the enabling you, or any by your authority to 
hold plea, or have any jurisdiction of any offence, cause, 
matter, or thing committed or done upon the High Sea, or 
within any of the Havens, Rivers, or Creeks of our said 
Province tinder your Government, by any Captain, Com- 
mander, Lieutenant, Master, Officer. Seaman, Soldier, or 
Person whatsoever, who shall be in actual service and pay, 
in or on board any of our Ships-of-War, or other Vessels 
acting by immediate Commission or Warrant from our 
Commissioners for executing the office of our High-Admiral 
of Great Britain, or from our High- Admiral of Great 
Britain for the. time being, under the Seal of our Admi- 
ralty ; but that such Captain, Commander, Lieutenant, 
Master, Officer, Seaman, Soldier, or other Person so of- 
fending, shall.be left to be proceeded against, and tried, as 
their offences shall require, either by Commission under 
our Great Seal of this Kingdom, as the Statute"..of the 
twenty-eighth of Henry VIII. directs ; or by Commission 
from our said Commissioners for executing the office of 
High- Admiral of Great Britain, or from our High-Admiral 
of Great Britain for the time being, according to the 
aforementioned Act, intituled, " An Act for amending, ex- 
plaining, and reducing into one Act of Parliament, the 
Laws relating 16 the Government of His Majesty's Ships, 
Vessels, and Forces by Sea;" and not otherwise. 

Provided, nevertheless, that all disorders and misde- 
meanors 'committed. on shore by any Captain, Commander, 
Lieutenant, Master, Officer, Seaman, Soldier, or other 



Person whatsoever belonging to any of our Ships-of-War, 
or other Vessels acting by immediate Commission or War- 
rant from our Commissioners for executing the office of 
High-Admiral of Great Britain, or from our High-Ad- 
miral of Great Britain for the time, being, under the seal 
of our Admiralty, may be tried and punished according to 
the Laws of the place, where any such disorders, offences, 
and misdemeanors shall be committed on shore^ notwith- 
standing such offender be in pur actual service, and borne 
in our pay on board any such our Ships-of-War, or other 
Vessels acting by immediate Commission, or Warrant from 
our Commissioners for executing the office of High-Ad- 
miral of Great Britain, or from our High-Admiral of 
Great Britain for the time being, as aforesaid, so as ho 
shall not receive any protection for the avoiding of justice 
for such offences committed on shore from any pretence of 
his being employed in our service at Sea. 

And our further will and pleasure is, that all Publick 
Moneys granted and raised for the publick uses of our said 
Province, be issued out by Warrant from you, by and with 
the advice and consent of our Council, as aforesaid, for the 
support of the Government, and not otherwise. 

And we likewise give and grant unto you full power and 
authority, by and with the advice and consent of o,ur said 
Council, to settle and agree with the inhabitants of our said 
Province for such Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, 
as now are, or hereafter shall be in bur power to dispose 
of, and them to grant to any person or persons upon such 
terms and under such moderate quit-rents, services, and 
acknowledgments to be thereupon reserved unto us, as 
you, with the advice aforesaid, shall think fit; which said 
Grants are to pass, and be sealed by our publick seal of our 
said Province, and being entered upon record by such Offi- 
cer or Officers as shall be appointed thereunto, shall be good 
and effectual in Law against us, our heirs and successors. 

And we do hereby give you, the said Guy Carleton, full 
power and authority to order and appoint Fairs, Marts, and 
Markets ; as also such and so many Ports, Harbours, Bays, 
Havens, and other places for the conveniency and security 
of shipping, and for the better loading and unloading of 
Goods and Merchandises, in such and so many places, as 
by you, with the advice and consent of our said Council, 
shall be thought fit and necessary. 

And we do hereby require and command all Officers 
and Ministers, Civil and Military, and all other inhabitants 
of our said Province to be obedient, aiding, and assisting 
unto you, the said Guy Carleton, in the execution of this 
our Commission, and of the powers and authorities therein 
contained ; and in case of your death or absence from our 
said Province and Government, to be obedient, aiding, and 
assisting as aforesaid, to the Lieutenant Governour or Com- 
mander-in-Chief for the time being, to whom we do there- 
fore by these presents give and grant all and. singular the 
powers and authorities herein granted to be by him exe- 
cuted and enjoyed, during our pleasure, or until your arri- 
val within our said Province. 

And if upon your death or absence out of our said 
Province, there be no person upon the place commission- 
ated or appoioted by us to be Lieutenant Governour or 
Commander-in-Chief of our said Province ; our will and 
pleasure is, that the eldest Councillor, being a natural bom 
subject of Great Britain, Ireland, or the Plantations, and 
professing the Protestant Religion, who shall he at the time 
of your death or absence residing within our said Prov- 
ince, shall take upon him the administration of the Govern- 
ment, and execute our said Commission and Instructions, 
and the several powers and authorities therein contained, 
in the same manner and to all intents and purposes, as other 
our Governour or Commander-in-Chief should or ought to 
do, in case of your absence, until your return, and in all 
cases until our further pleasure be known therein. 

And we do hereby declare, ordain, and appoint, that 
you, the said Guy Carleton, shall and may hold, execute, 
and enjoy the Office and place of our Captain-General 
and Governour-in-Chief, in and over our. said Province of 
Quebeck, and all the Territories dependant thereon ; with 
all and singular the powers and authorities hereby granted 
unto you, for and during our will and pleasure. 

In witness whereof we have" caused these our Letters to 
be made Patent. Witness ourself at Westminster , the . . . 
day of . .... in the ..... year of ckir reign. 
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CONNECTICUT ASSEMBLY. 

At a General Assembly of the Governour and Com- 
pany of the English Colony of Connecticut in New-Eng- 
land, in America, holden at Hartford by Special Order of 
the Governour of said Colony, on Wednesday the twenty- 
sixth day of April, Annoque Domini 1775: Present: 

The Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour; 
the Honourable Matthew Griswold, Esq., Deputy Govern- 
our; Jabez Hamlin, Elisha Sheldon, EUphalet Dyer, 
Jabez Huntington, William Pitkin, Roger Sherman, 
Abraham Davenport, William' Samuel Johnson, Oliver 
Wolcott, James Abraham Hilhouse, Esquires, Assistants. 

Representatives or Deputies of the Freemen of the 
several Towns are as follows, viz : 

Hartford.— Cplonel John Pitkin, Colonel Thomas 
Seymour. 

Windsor. — Captain Josiah Bissell, Mr. Oliver Ellsworth. 

Symsbury. — Colonel Jonathan Pettibone, Colonel Jona- 
than Humphrey. 

East Windsor. — Mr. William Wolcott, Mr. Erasius 

. . Wolcott. 

Glastenbury. — Captain Jonathan Wells, Mr. Ebenezer 
Plumer. - 

Suffield.— Mr. Alex. King. Captain Abraham Granger. 

Weathersfield. — Major_ Thomas Belding, Mr. Silas 
Dean. _ 

Middletown. — Mr. Matthew Talcott, Mr. Titus Hosmer. 

Willington. — Mr. Moses Holmes, Mr. Elijah Ftnton. 

Tolland.— -Mr. Samuel Cobb, Mr. Eleazer Steel. 

Had dam.— Captain Joseph Brooks. 

Bolton. — Captain Joel White, Captain Benj. Talcott. 

Somerb. — Mr. Zera Kibbee, Mr. Reuben Sikes. 

Chatham. — Mr. David Sage, Captain Silas Dunham. 

East Haddam. — Mr. Daniel Brainard, Mr. Jabez Chap- 
• man. 

Colchester. — Mr. Henry Champion, Mr. John Watrous. 

Stafford. — Mr. Josiah Converse, Mr. Joseph Fuller. 

Enfield. — Mr. Edward Collins, Major Nath. Terry. 

Hebron. — Captain Daniel Ingham, Captain Qbadiah 
Hosford. 

Farmington. — Colonel John Strong, Colonel Fisher 
Gay. 

New-Haven. — Mr. Sam. Bishop, Mr. Joshua Chandler, 

Durham. — Col. Elihu Chauncey, Colonel James Wads- 
worth. 

Derey. — Captain John Wooster, Mr. James Beard. 

Branford. — Mr. Edward Russell, Mr. Daniel Page. 

Guilford. — Mr. John Burgess, Col. Andrew Ward. 

Wallingford. — Mr. Oliver Stanley, Major Reuben At- 
water. - . ' * - 

Waterbury. — Mr. Joseph Hopkins, Colonel Jonathan 
Baldwin. 

Milford. — Major David, Baldwin. 

New-London. — Mr. Richard Law, Mr. William Hil- 
house. 

Norwich. — Mr. Benjamin Huntington. 

Stonington. — .Major Charles Phelps, Major Samuel 
Prentice. 

Saybrook.— Doctor Samuel Field, Colonel William Wor- 
thington. 

Preston. — Mr. Robert Crary, Captain James Morgan. 

Lyme. — Mr. John Lay, Mr. Ebenezer Selden. 

Killingworth.— ~Mr, Hezekiah Lane. 

Groton. — Mr. Thomas Mumford, Mr. Stephen Billings. 

Fairfield. — Mr. Jonathan Sturgess, Captain Samuel 
Squier. 

Stratford.— -Captain Robert Fairchild, Captain Dan- 
iel Judson, 

Reading. — Mr William Hawley. 

Greenwich. — Major John Mead, Mr. Peter Mead. 

Stamford.— Colonel David Waterbury, Colonel Charles 
Webl. 

Ridgefield, — Colonel Philip B. Bradley. 

Norwalk.— -Mr. Tho. Belding, Doctor Thaddeus Betts. 

Newtown.— 'Captain Henry Glover, Captain Peter Ni- 
chols. 

New-F airfield, — Mr. Zaccheus Towner, Mr. Alexan- 
der Fairchild. 

Danbury. — Col. Joseph P. Cook, Captain Daniel Taylor. 



Windham. — Colonel Jedediah Eldcrkin, Mr. Nathaniel 
Wales. r 

Lebanon. — Colonel William Williams, Mr. Jonathan 
Trumbull. l 

Canterbury. — Mr. Solomon Pain, Mr. Eliashib Adams. 

Pomfret. — Mr. Thomas Williams, Mr. Elisha Lord. 

Woodstock. — Mr. Caleb May, Captain Timothy Perrin. 

Coventry, — -Captain Ebenezer Kingsbury, Mr. Jere- 
miah Ripley. 

Mansfield.— Mr. Constant Southworih, Colonel Ebe- 
nezer Storrs. 

Plainfield. — Capt. Isaac Colt, Capt. John Douglass. 

Voluntown. — Major James Gordon, Mr. Robert Hunter, 

Killingly.— Mr. Benjamin Leavings. 

Ashford. — Captain Benj. Sumner, Mr. Elijah Whitton. 

Litchfield. — Mr. Jedediah Strong, Captain David 
Welch. 

New-Hartford.— Capt. Matthew GiUett, Captain Seth 
Smith. 

Sharon. — Major Ebenezer Gay, Mr. James Pardee. 

Salisbury. — Col, Joseph Porter, Mr. Hezekiah Fitch. 

Kent. — Mr. Ephraim Hubbell, Mr. Justus Sackett. 

Woodbury. — Mr. Daniel Sherman, Captain Increase 
Moseley. 

Goshen. — Colonel Ebenezer Norton, Captain Edmund 
Beach. - 

Harwington. — Capt. John Willson, Mr. Josiah Phelps. 

New-Milford. — Major Samuel Canfield, Mr. Sherman 
Boardman, 

Torrington. — Major Epaphras Sheldon, Mr. Noah 
Marshall. 

Cornwall. — Mr. Heman Swift, Captain Thomas Porter. 

Canaan.— Mr. John Watson, Colonel Charles Bur rail. 

Westmoreland. — Mr Joseph Sluman, 

William Williams, Esq., Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives ; Richard Law, Clerk. 

Whereas it was enacted by the General Assembly held 
at New-Haven, on the second Thursday of October last, 
that every Regiment in this Colony, as well the Horse as 
Foot belonging thereto, shall meet either together or in 
parts, at the discretion of the Colonel or Commanding Offi- 
cer, at such time and place as such Colonel or Field Offi- 
cer shall appoint for Regimental Exercise, one day before 
the tenth clay of May next ; and whereas the meeting of 
such Regiments agreeably to said Act will be inconveni- 
ent in the present situation of affairs, ~ 

Resolved by this Assembly, The Colonels or Command- 
ing Officers of the several Regiments in this Colony 
shall be, and they are hereby released from the obligation 
to callout their said Regiments for Regimental Exercises 
before the tenth day of May next, any thing in said Act to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That an Embargo be forth- 
with laid upon the Exportation out of this Colony by water 
of the following articles of Provision, viz : Wheat, Rye, 
Indian-Corn, Pork, Beef, live Cattle and Beans, Bread, 
Flour, and every kind of Meal, except necessary Stores 
for Vessels bound to Sea ; and that his Honour the Govern- 
our be, and he is hereby desired to issue a Proclamation, 
laying such Embargo and Prohibition of such Provisions 
accordingly ; such Embargo to continue till the 20th day of 
May next. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That William Samuel 
Johnson and Erastus Wolcott, Esquires, wait upon his 
Excellency Governour Gage, with the Letters written to 
him by hig. Honour our Governour by the desire of this 
Assembly, and confer with him pn the subject contained 
in said Letters, and request his answer. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That Thaddeus Burr, 
Esq., of Fairfield, and Charles Church Chandler, Esq., 
of Woodstock, at the publick expense of this Colony, be 
a Committee to engage and employ News-Carriers to per- 
form regular stages from Fairfield to Woodstock, and from 
Woodstock to Fairfield, in such manner that they severally 
arrive in Hartford every Saturday, and that they forward 
all proper intelligence to Fairfield and Woodstock with all 
convenient speed ; also that Gurdon Saltonstall, Esq.7 of 
New-London, be a Committee to engage and employ two 
News-Carriers, at the Colony's expense, to perform regular 
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stages from Woodstock to New-Haven on the Fairfield 
stage, and from New-Haven to Woodstock in such man- 
ner that they severally arrive in New-London every Sa- 
turday, and that they forward all proper intelligence each 
way every Monday morning with all convenient despatch ; 
also that Thaddeus Burr, Esq., of Fairfield, and Charles 
Church Chandler, Esq., of Woodstock, and Gurdon Sal- 
tonstall, Esq., of New-London, be a Committee to forward 
at the publick expense of this Colony, all such extraordi- 
nary and important intelligence which shall be received at 
either place from time to time as they shall judge proper 
and necessary, the aforesaid regulations to continue in force 
until the rising of the Assembly in May next, and no 

longer. 

r ■.-'..- ^ ~ 

Whereas it is represented, to this Assembly, that sundry 
acts of hostility and violence have lately been committed 
in the Province of the Massachusetts Bay, by which many 
lives have been lost, and that some of the inhabitants of 
this Colony are gone to the relief of the people distressed, 
it is thereupon, 

Resolved by this Assembly, That Captain Joseph Trum- 
bull apd Mr. Amasa Keys be, and they are hereby ap- 
pointed a Committee to procure all necessary Provisions 
for the inhabitants of this Colony who have gone to the 
relief of the people aforesaid, and that they superintend 
the delivery out, and apportioning the same among them 
till this Assembly shall consider what measures are proper 
to be taken relative thereto, and give orders accordingly. 

An Act for Assembling, Equipping, fyc, a number of the 

Inhabitants of this Colony for the special defence and 

safety thereof. 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre- 
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authori- ~ 
ty of the same, That one-fourth part of the iVlilitia of this 
Colony be., and it is hereby ordered and directed that they 
be forthwith enlisted, equipped, accoutred, and assembled 
for the special defence and safety of this Colony, to be led 
and conducted as the General Assembly shall order. That 
the inhabitants enlisted and assembled shall be distributed 
into Companies, consisting of one hundred men each. That 
said Companies shall be formed into six Regiments, to be 
commanded by one Major General, assisted by two Briga- 
dier Generals, each_of which General Officers shall take 
the command of a Regiment as Colonel. That each of 
said Regiments shall be commanded by one Colonel, a 
Lieutenant Colonel, and a Major, each of which Field 
Officers shall likewise command a Company as Captain, 
and each General Officer shall be, assisted by two Majors 
to his Regiment. That each of said Companies shall be 
commanded, by one Captain, two Lieutenants, and an En- 
sign, who shall all be duly commissioned by his Honour 
the Governour to execute the office to which they are res- 
pectively appointed. That there shall be appointed one 
Adjutant, one Quartermaster, one Chaplain, one Surgeon, 
and two Surgeon's Mates to each Regiment. That said 
inhabitant's, shall be enlisted, to continue in the said service 
during the pleasure of the General Assembly, not exceed- 
ing seven months. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That a premium of Fifty -Two Shillings per man shall be 
advanced and paid to each non-commissioned Officer and 
inhabitant upon their enlistment, they supplying themselves 
with a blanket, knapsack, clothing, &.c, to the acceptance 
of their respective Captains, and that one month's pay 
shall be advanced and paid to each of said Officers and 
enlisted inhabitants. , And it is further enacted by the au- 
thority aforesaid, "that the establishment of pay and wages 
shall be as follows, viz: the pay for their whole services: 
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6 00 
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4 00 
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2 04 


2 00 



... Per Calendar Month. 

To the Major General, 
To each Brigadier General, 
To each Colonel, - 

To each Lieutenant Colonel, 
To each Major, - - 
To each Captain, - 

To each Lieutenant, - 
To each Ensign, - 

To each A_djutant, - - 
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To each Quartermasjer, - 

To each Chaplain, - - - 

To each Surgeon, - -..-'- 

To each Surgeon's Mate, - 

The wages of each Sergeant, 

The wages of each Corporal, 

The wages of each Fifer and Drummer, 

The wages of each Private, - - - 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That each inhabitant so enlisted shall be furnished with 
good fire-arms ; and that the fire-arms belonging to this 
Colony, wherever they are, shall be collected and put into 
the hands of such enlisted inhabitants as have not arms of 
their own; and that each enlisted inhabitant that shall pro- 
vide arms for himself, well fixed with a good bayonet and 
cartouch box, shall be paid a premium of Ten Shillings ; 
and in case such arms are lost by inevitable casualty, such 
inhabitant, providing himself as aforesaid, shall be allowed 
and paid the just value of such arms and implements so 
lost, deducting only said sum of Ten Shillings allowed as 
aforesaid, said premium of Ten Shillings to be paid as soon 
as such inhabitant shall provide such arms as aforesaid. 
That when the aforesaid provision fails, sufficient arms shall 
be impressed completely to arm and equip said inhabitants, 
the said impress to be limited only to the arms belonging 
to householders, and other persons not on the Militia Roll ; 
and in case any householder or other person shall volunta- 
rily furnish any enlisted inhabitant, not able to procure 
arms for himself, with a good gun, well fixed with a good 
bayonet and cartouch box, shall have and receive a premi- 
um of Ten Shillings, and in case of loss shall receive the 
value thereof, deducting the Ten Shillings as aforesaid. 
And also that every person from whom any gun shall be 
impressed as aforesaid, shall be paid for the use of such 
gun the sum of Four Shillings, and in case of loss shall be 
paid the just value of such gun, deducting the sum of Four 
Shillings aforesaid ; and that a particular account be taken 
of the arms that may be used, and the same be all ap- 
praised by indifferent judges ; and that if any enlisted in- 
habitant, through negligence, shall lose or damage the arms 
found for him as aforesaid, such loss or damage shall be 
deducted out of his wages. And it is also further en- 
acted by the authority aforesaid, that three thousand stand 
of arms be procuredas soon as may be, and held in readi- 
ness to be used for the special defence and safety of this 
Colony. And also that the number of five hundred Spades, 
five hundred Pickaxes, three hundred narrow Axes, and 
five hundred Tents be procured for the use of this Colony. 

Whereas the General Assembly of this Colony have or- 
dered and enacted that one-fourth part of the Militia of said 
Colony shall be forthwith enlisted, equipped, and assem- 
bled for the special defence and safety of said Colony, &tc. : 
For the encouragement of such able bodied and effectual 
men of said Militia or others as shall voluntarily offer and 
enlist themselves for said service to the acceptance of the 
proper Officers, it is resolved by this Assembly, that each 
enlisted inhabitant or person as aforesaid, shall be entitled 
to a premium of Fifty-Two Shillings upon their enlistment, 
they supplying themselves with a blanket, knapsack, cloth- 
ing, &c, to the acceptance of their respective Captains, 
and also to one month's advanced pay ; Sergeants shall re- 
ceive Forty-Eight Shillings each ; Corporals Forty-Four 
Shillings each ; Drummers and Fifers Forty-Four Shillings 
each ; and each Private Forty Shillings per calendar month 
during their continuance in said service. That each en- 
listed inhabitant or person as aforesaid, who shall provide 
arms for himself, well fixed with a good bayonet and car- 
touch box, shall be paid a premium of Ten Shillings; and 
incase such arms are lost by any inevitable providence, 
such inhabitant so providing himself shall be allowed and 
paid the just value of such arms and implements so lost, 
deducting only the sum of Ten Shillings allowed as afore- 
said, said. premium of Ten Shillings to be paid as soon as 
such inhabitant shall be so provided as aforesaid. That a 
particular account shall be taken of all the arms that may 
be used, and the same shall be all appraised by indifferent 
judges. That each inhabitant as aforesaid, upon his enlist- 
ment, shall be entitled to Six Pence per diem billet- 
ing money, until they are otherwise provided for by the 
Colony. ,..■..; 
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Resolved by this Assembly, That the non-commissioned 
and other inhabitants now to be enlisted for thespecial de- 
fence and safety of this Colony, shall be allowed Six Pence 
a day, for billeting, from the time of their enlistment until 
supplied from the Colony stores. 

Resolved, That the three thousand stand of Arms to be 
procured for the use of this Colony be of the following di- 
mensions, to wit: the length of the barrel three feet ten 
inches, the diameter of the bore from inside to inside three- 
quarters of an inch, the length of the blade of the bayonet 
fourteen inches, the length of the socket four inches and 
one-quarter ; that the barrel be of a suitable thickness, 
with iron ramrod, and a spring in the lowest loop to secure 
the ramrod ; a good substantial lock, and a good stock well 
mounted with brass, marked with the name (initial letters) 
of the maker's name. And 

Resolved, That all the Arms that shall be made and 
completed according "to the above regulations in this Colony 
by the first day of July next, shall be purchased and taken 
up by this Colony at a reasonable price. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the form for Commis- 
sions for the Major General and Brigadier Generals in the 
service of this Colony shall be as follows, and the Gov- 
ernour and Secretary are desired and directed to sign the 
same:. 

" Colony of Connecticut: 

" Esquire, Captain General and 

Governour-in- Chief in and over the English Colony 
of Connecticut in New-England, in America, 

"To . Esquire, greeting : 

" By virtue of the power and authority to me given by 
the Royal Charter to the Governour and Company of the 
said Colony, under the great seal of England, I do, by 
these presents, reposing especial trust and confidence in 
your loyalty, courage, and good conduct, constitute and 
appoint you, the said . . . •. . , to be 
General and Commander of the Inhabitants enlisted and 
assembled for the special defence and safety of His Majes- 
ty's said Colony. You are, therefore, carefully and dili- 
gently to discharge the duty of . . . General and 
Commander, in leading, conducting, ordering, and exer- 
cising in the service aforesaid the said Inhabitants, both 
Officers and Soldiers, and to keep them in good order and 
discipline, hereby commanding them to obey you as their 
General ; and you are to observe and follow 
such orders and instructions as you shall from time to time 
receive from me or the Commander-in-Chief of the said 
Colony for the time being, according to military rules and 
discipline, pursuant to the trust reposed in you. 

" Given under my hand and the publick seal of said 
Colony of Connecticut, the . . day of . . in the 
fifteenth year of the reign of His Majesty George the 
Third, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, De- 
fender of the Faith, &ic, Anno Domini 1775. 
"By his Honour's command." 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the form for Commis- 
sions for the Captains and Subaltern Officers of a Company 
for the special defence and safety of this Colony shall be 
as follows, and the Governour and Secretary are desired and 
directed to sign the same : 

" Colony of Connecticut: 

" ■ Esquire, Captain General and 

Governour-in- Chief in and over His Majesty's Colony 
of Connecticut in New-England, in America, 

"To , . . . . . , greeting : 

"By virtue of the power and authority to me given, in 
and by the Royal Charter to the Governour and Company 
of the said Colony, under the great seal of England, I do, 
by these presents, reposing special trust and confidence in 
your loyalty, courage, and good .conduct, constitute and 

appoint you, the said. , to be . 

of the . . . Company in the . . . Regiment of 
the Inhabitants enlisted and assembled for the special de- 
fence and safely of His Majesty's said Colonyr You are, 
therefore, carefully and diligently to discharge the duty of 
a ... in leading, ordering, and exercising said Com- 
pany, both inferiour Officers and Soldiers, in the service 



aforesaid, and to keep them in good order and discipline, 
hereby commanding them to obey you as their . . . ; 
and you are to observe and follow such orders and instruc- 
tions as you shall from time to time receive from me or the 
Commander-in-Chief of the said Colony for the time being, 
or other your superiour Officers, according to military rules 
and discipline, pursuant to the trust reposed in you. 

" Given under my hand and the publick seal of said 
Colony, at . . . the . . day of . . .in the 
fifteenth year of the reign of His Majesty King George 
the Third, Anno Domini 1775. 

" By his Honour's command." 

Resolved by this Assembly, That his Honour the Gov- 
ernour be, and he is hereby desired, authorized, and em- 
powered to sign and deliver Beating Orders to the respective 
Officers appointed to enlist men for the special defence and 
safety of the Colony in the form following, viz : 

" Jonathan Trumbull, Esquire, Governour of the Colony 
of Connecticut, to greeting : " 

" I do hereby authorize and empower you, by beat of 
drum or otherwise, to raise by enlistment a Company of able- 
bodied effective Volunteers within this. Colony, to consist 
of one hundred men, including Officers, for the defence of 
this Colony, during the pleasure of the Assembly, not ex- 
ceeding seven months; and the Colonels of the respective. 
Regiments of Militia, and the several Officers thereof, are 
requested to afford you all proper aid and assistance; and 
the Captains in the several Regiments are hereby request- 
ed to muster their respective Companies when requested 
thereunto by you, for the purpose aforesaid. 

■" Given under my hand this first day of May, 1775." 

"I, of . . . . , do acknowledge 

to have voluntarily enlisted myself a Soldier, to serve in a 
Regiment of Foot, raised by the Colony of Connecticut, 
for the defence of the same, to be commanded by . 
during the pleasure of the General Assembly, and as they 
shall direct, not exceeding seven months. As witness my 
hand, the • • day of . . . , in the year of our 
Lord 1775." 

In the Lower House the foregoing form" of Enlistment 
being read, Sic, is approved. 

Test: Richard Law, Cleric. 

Concurred in in the Upper House. 

Test : George Wyllys, Secretary. 

This Assembly do appoint the persons hereafter named 
to the respective offices, to take the command of the in- 
habitants to be enlisted and assembled for the special de- 
fence and safety of this Colony, to lead and conduct them 
as the General Assembly shall, order; and his Honour the 
Governour is desired, and he is hereby authorized and 
empowered, to give Commissions according to the form 
proyided and ordered for each respective Officer, according 
to his office and rank, and Warrants to such as are ap- 
pointed in the Staff, viz : 

This Assembly do appoint David Woosier, Esquire, to be 
Major General. 

Joseph Spencer, Esquire, to be. Brigadier General. 

Israel Putnam, Esquire, to be Second Brigadier General. 

First Company in the First Regiment. — Major General 
David Wooster, Esquire, to be Colonel of the First 
Regiment, and Captain ; Jesse Leavenworth, to be First 
Lieutenant ; James Blakely, to be Second Lieutenant ; 
Amos Shepard, to be Ensign. 

Second Company in the First Regiment. — Andrew Ward, 
Junior, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel of the First Regi- 
ment, and Captain ; Stephen Hall to be First Lieutenant ; 
Jehiel Meigs to be Second Lieutenant ; Augustus Col- 
lins to be Ensign. 

Third Company in the First Regiment.— Jabez Thompson 
to be First Major in the First Regiment, and Captain ; 
Bradford Stull to be First Lieutenant ; Ambrose Hind 
to be Second Lieutenant ; Nathan Pierson to be En- 
sign. - 

Fourth Company in the First Regiment.^David Welch 
to be Second Major of the First Regiment, and Captain ; 
Bazaleel Beebe to be First Lieutenant ; Aaron Foot to 
be Second Lieutenant ; Thomas Catlin to be Ensign. 
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Fifth Company in the First Regiment. — Benedict Arnold 
Captain ; Caleb Trowbridge to be First Lieutenant ; 
Jesse Curtiss to be Second Lieutenant ; Nathan Ed- 

'* wards to be Ensign. 

Sixth Company in the First Regiment. — William Doug- 
lass to be Captain ; Samuel Blackman, Junior; to be 
First Lieutenant ; Jared Robertson to be Second Lieu- 
tenant; Ebenezer Trus dell to be Ensign. 

Seventh Company in the First Regiment. — Isaac Coolc, 
Junior, to be Captain ; John Hough to be First Lieu- 
tenant ; Thomas Shepard to be Second Lieutenant ; 
James Peck Xq be Ensign. 

Eighth Company in the First Regiment. — Phineas Porter 
to be Captain ; Stephen Mathews to be First Lieutenant ; 
Isaac Bronson to be Second Lieutenant ; David Smith 
to be Ensign. 

Ninth Company in the First Regiment. — James Arnold 
to be Captain ; Samuel Wilmott to be First Lieutenant; 
Nathaniel Bunnel to be Second Lieutenant ; Philemon 
Potter to be Ensign. 

Tenth Company in the First Regiment.. — Samuel Peck, 
Junior, to be Captain ; John Fowler, Junior, to be First 
Lieutenant ; Israel Terrel to be Second Lieutenant ; 
Samuel Doolittle to be Ensign, 

The Reverend Benjamin Trumbull, Chaplain of the First 
Regiment. 

Jared Potter, Surgeon; Levi Ives, Isaac Chester, Sur- 
geon's Mates, First Regiment. 

Second Regiment. 

First Company, Second Regiment. — Joseph Spencer, Esq., 
to be Colonel of the Second Regiment, and Captain; 
Daniel Cone, First Lieutenant; James Smith, Second 
Lieutenant; Joel Arnold, Ensign. 

Second Company, Second Regiment. — Samuel Wyllys, 
Esquire, to be Lieutenant-Colonel, and Captain ; Eze- 
kiel Scott, First Lieutenant ; Samuel Cowper, Second 
Lieutenant; Marcus Cole, Ensign. 

Third Company, Second Regiment. — Roger Enos, Esq., 
to be First Major, and Captain ; Elijah Rolinson, First 
Lieutenant ; Silas Blogget, Second Lieutenant ; Benja- 
min Frisbee, Ensign. 

Fourth Company, Second Regiment. — Return Jonathan 
Meigs, Esquire, to be Second Major, and Captain ; Eli- 
jah Blackman, First Lieutenant; Ebenezer Sumner, 
Second Lieutenant ; Joseph Savage, Ensign. 

Fifth Company, Second Regiment.— Solomon Willis, Cap- 
tain ; Jonathan Parker, First Lieutenant; Samuel Fell, 
Jr., Second Lieutenant; Noah Chapin, Jr., Ensign. 

Sixth Company, Second Regiment. — Noadiah Hooker, 
Captain ; Peter Curtiss, First Lieutenant ; Joseph Boy- 
ington, Second Lieutenant ; Amos Wadsworth, Ensign. 

Seventh Company, Second Regiment. — Abel Pettibone, 
Captain ; Amasa Mills, First Lieutenant ; Joseph For- 
ward, Second Lieutenant ; Jonathan Pettibone, Junior, 
Ensign. 

Eighth Company, Second Regiment. — Levi Wells, Cap- 
tain ; James Ransom, First Lieutenant ; John Isham, 
Second Lieutenant ; Samuel Palmer, Ensign, 

Ninth Company, Second Regiment. — John Chester, Cap- 
tain ; Barnabas Dean, First Lieutenant ; Stephen Good- 
rich, Second Lieutenant; Charles Butler, Ensign. 

Tenth Company, Second Regiment. — John Harman, Jun., 
Captain ; Samuel Wright, First Lieutenant ; Consider 
Williston, Second Lieutenant; Oliver Hanchel, Ensign. 

Reverend Benjamin Boardman, Chaplain of the Second 
Regiment. 

William Jepson, Surgeon ; Daniel Southmayd, Richard 
Watrous, Surgeon's Mates, Second Regiment. 

Third Regiment. 

First Company, Third Regiment. — Israel Putnam, Esq., 
to be Colonel of the Third Regiment, and Captain ; 
Jonathan Kmgslcy, First Lieutenant ; Thomas Grosve- 
nor, Second Lieutenant ; Elijah Loomis, Ensign. 

Second Company, Third Regiment. — Experience Starrs, 
Esquire, to be Lieutenant-Colonel, and Captain: James 
Dana, First Lieutenant ; Ebenezer Gray, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Isaac Farewell, Ensign. 

Third Company, Third Regiment. — John Durkey to be 
First Major, and Captain ; Joshua Huntington, First 



Lieutenant ; Jacobus De Witt, Second Lieutenant ; 
Samuel Bingham, Ensign. 

Fourth Company, Third Regiment. — Obadiah Johnson, 
Esquire, to be Second Major, and Captain ; Ephraim 
Lyon, First Lieutenant ; Wells Cliff, Second Lieuten- 
ant ; Isaac Hide, Junior, Ensign. 

Fifth Company, Third Regiment.— -Thomas Knowlton, 
Captain ; Reuben Marcey, First Lieutenant ; John Keys, 
Second Lieutenant ; Daniel Allen, Junior, Ensign7 

Sixth Company, Third Regiment. — James Clark, Captain ; 
Daniel Tilden, First Lieutenant; Andrew Fitch, Second 
Lieutenant ; Thomas Bell, Ensign. 

Seventh Company, Third Regiment. — Ephraim Manning, 
Captain ; Stephen Lyon, First Lieutenant ; Asa Morris, 
Second Lieutenant ; William Fussell, Ensign. 

Eighth Company, Third Regiment. — Joseph Elliott, Cap- 
tain ; Benoni Cutler, First Lieutenant ; Daniel Waters, 
Second Lieutenant; Comfort Day, Ensign. 

Ninth Company, Third Regiment. — Ebenezer Mosclcy, 
Captain ; Stephen Brown, First Lieutenant ; Melatiah 
Bingham, Second Lieutenant; Nathaniel Wales, En- 
sign. _ ■ - 

Tenth Company, Third Regiment. — Israel Putnam. Jun., 
Captain ; Samuel Robinson, Junior, First Lieutenant ; 
Amos Avery, Second Lieutenant; Caleb Stanley, En- 
sign. 

Rev. Abiel Leonard, Chaplain of the Third Regiment. 

John Spalding, Surgeon ; Penuel Cheeney, Elijah Adams, 
Surgeon's Mates, Third Regiment. 

Fourth Regiment. 

First Company, Fourth Regiment. — Benjamin Hinman, 
Esquire, to be Colonel of the Fourth Regiment, and 
Captain; David Hinman, First Lieutenant; Benjamin 
Hungerford, Second Lieutenant; Asahel Hurd, Ensign. 

Second Company, Fourth Regiment. — George Pitkin, 
Esquire, to be Lieutenant-Colonel of the Fourth Regi- 
ment, and Captain ; Isaac Fellows, First Lieutenant ; 
David Bissell, Second Lieutenant ; Edward Payne, 
Ensign. 

Third Company, Fourth Regiment. — Samuel Elmore, 
Esquire, to be Major of the Fourth Regiment, and Cap- 
tain ; Amos Chappel, First Lieutenant ; Oliver Parme- 
ly, Second Lieutenant ; Moses Shepard, Ensign. 

Fourth Company, Fourth Regiment. — Nathaniel Bucl, 
Captain; Timothy Holcomb, First Lieutenant; Luther 
Stoddard, Second Lieutenant ; Nathan Dawsey, En- 
sign. . 

Fifth Company, Fourth Regiment. — Shubael Griswold, 
Captafn ; Benjamin Mills, First Lieutenant ; Aaron 
Austin, Second Lieutenant ; Caleb Lyman, Ensign. 

Sixth Company, Fourth Regiment. — Josiah Starr, Cap- 
tain ; Asaph Hall, First Lieutenant ; Paid Yates, Second 
Lieutenant ; Asahel Hodge, Ensign. 
•Seventh. Company, Fourth Regiment. — Eleazar Curtiss, 
Junior, Captain ; John Ranson, Junior, First Lieuten- 
ant ; Morgan Noble, Second Lieutenant ; John Rock- 
ivell, Ensign..' ~ ' 

Eighth Company, Fourth Regiment.- — John Sedgwick, 
Captain; Warham Gibbs, First Lieutenant; James 
Thomas, Second Lieutenant; Matthew Patterson, En- 
sign. 

Ninth Company, Fourth Regiment. — John Watson, Jun., 
Captain ; Theodore Woodbridge, First Lieutenant ; Ti- 
tus Watson, Second Lieutenant ; Jehiel Hull, Ensign. 

Tenth Company, Fourth Regiment,— -Hezekiah Parsons, 
Captain ; Hezekiah Holdridge, First Lieutenant ; John 
Skinner, Second Lieutenant ; Ebenezer Watson, En- 
sign. 

Reverend Cotton Mather Smith, Chaplain to the Fourth 
Regiment. 

Lemuel Wheeler, Surgeon ; Daniel Sheldon, Abel Catlin, 
Surgeon's Mates, Fourth Regiment. 

Fifth Regiment. 

First Company, Fifth Regiment. — David Waterbury, Jun., 
to be Colonel of the Fifth Regiment, and Captain ; Syl- 
vanus Bjrpwn, First Lieutenant ; Jonathan Whiting, 
Second Lieutenant ; Samuel Hoyt, Ensign. 

Second Company, Fifth Regiment. — Samuel JMiiting, 
to be Lieutenant-Colonel of the Fifth Regiment, and 
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Captain ; Elijah Beach, First Lieutenant ; Robert Wal- 
ker, Second Lieutenant ; Abijah Sterling, Ensign. 

Third Company, Fifth Regiment. — Thomas Hobby, to be 
Major of the Fifth Regiment, and Captain ; Bazaleel 
Brown, First Lieutenant ; Samuel Lockwood, Second 
Lieutenant; John Waterbury, Ensign. 

Fourth Company, Fifth Regiment.-— David Ditnon, Cap- 
tain ; Peter HendricJc, First Lieutenant ; Ebenezer Hill, 

. Second Lieutenant ; Wakemcm Burr, Ensign. - 

Fifth Company, Fifth Regiment, — Matthew Mead, Cap- 
■ tain ; Levi Taylor, First Lieutenant ; Samuel Cannon, 
Second Lieutenant ; William Seymour, Ensign. 

Sixth Company, Fifth Regiment. — Noble Benedict, Cap- 
lain ; James Clark, First Lieutenant ; Ephraim Lyon, 
Second Lieutenant ; Daniel Hickox, Ensign. 

Seventh Company, Fifth Regiment.. — Abraham Gray, Cap- 
tain ; Stephen Wakeman, First Lieutenant ;-• Thaddeus 
Rockwell, Second Lieutenant; George Burr, Ensign. 

Eighth Company, Fifth Regiment. — Joseph Smith, Jr., 
Captain ;• Abel Botsford, Jr., First Lieutenant ; Nathan- 
iel Blackman, Second Lieutenant ; Silas Hubbel, Ensign. 

Ninth Company, Fifth Regiment. — Nehemiah Beardslee, 
Captain ; Samuel Keeler, First Lieutenant ; Zephaniah 
Briggs, Second Lieutenant; William Benedict, Ensign. 

Tenth Company, Fifth Regiment. — Zalmon Read, Cap- 
tain ; Peter Fairchild, First Lieutenant ; David Peet, 
Second Lieutenant; Benjamin Nichols, Ensign. 

Reverend Samuel Wood, Chaplain of tbe Fifth Regiment. 

John Wood, Surgeon ; Asael Fitch, Samuel Whiting, 
Surgeon's Mates, Fifth Regiment. 
Sixth Regiment. ^ 

First Company, Sixth Regiment. — Samuel Holden Par- 
sons, Esquire, to be Colonel of the Sixth Regiment, and 
Captalti ; David F. Sill, First Lieutenant ; Christopher 
Ely, Second Lieutenant ; Elisha Wade, Ensign. 

Second Company, Sixth Regiment. — John Tyler, Esq.,- 
to be Lieutepant-Colonel of the Sixth Regiment, and 
Captain; Elnaihan Rossiter, First Lieutenant; Ebenezer 
Brewster, Second Lieutenant ; Joseph Hilyard, Ensign. 

Third Company, Sixth Regiment. — Samuel Prentice, Esq., 
to be Major of the Sixth Regiment, and Captain ; James 
Eldridge, First Lieutenant ; Richard Hewet, Second 
Lieutenant ; Oliver Baficock, Ensign. 

Fourth Company, Sixth Regiment. — William Coit, Cap- 
tain ; Jedediah Hide, First Lieutenant ; James Day, 
Second Lieutenant ; William Adams, Junior, Ensign. 

Fifth Company, Sixth Regiment, — James Chapman, Jun., 
Captain; Christopher Darrowj First Lieutenant ; John 
Raymond, St, Second ; George Lattimore, Ensign. 

Sixth Company, Sixth Regiment. — Waterman Cleft, Cap- 
tain ; William Edmond, First Lieutenant ; John McGre- 
gor, Second Lieutenant ; Nathaniel Morgan, Ensign. 

Seventh Company, Sixth Regiment. — Edwar&Mott, Cap- 
tain ; Benjamin Throop, Jr., First Lieutenant ; Jeremiah^ 
Halsey, Second Lieutenant ; Nathan Peters, Ensign. 

Eighth Company, Sixth Regiment.^&mweZ Gale, Cap- 
tain ; Josiah Baldwin, First Lieutenant ; Elisha Lee, 
Second Lieutenant; David Nevins, Ensign. 

Ninth Company, Sixth Regiment. — John Ely, Captain"; 
Abraham Waterhouse, First Lieutenant ; Martin Kirt- 
land, Second Lieutenant; Israel Doan, Ensign. 

Tenth Company, Sixth Regiment.— Abel Spicer, Cap- 
tain ; Isaac Gallop, First Lieutenant; Samuel Williams, 
Second Lieutenant; William Latham, Ensign. 

Rev. Stephen Johnson, Chaplain of the Sixth Regiment. 

Philip Turner, Surgeon ; Thomas Fosdick, Benjamin El- 
lis, Surgeon's Mates, Sixth Regiment. 

Whereas this Assembly have ordered one-fourth part of 
their Militia to be enlisted and equipped for the defence 
and safety of this Colony, and appointed Officers to com- 
mand the same, and as some of. the Officers so appointed 
may fail to accept said trust, or by death or otherwise 
others maybe wanted: 

Resolved by this Assembly, That his Honour the Go- 
vernour be desired, and he is hereby desired and empow- 
ered to appoint Officers to fill up any such vacancy that 
shall happen, and commission them accordingly. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That Captain Joseph Trum- 
bull be appointed, and he is hereby appointed Commissary 
General, to take care of the Rations purchased at Salem, 
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by Brigadier-General Spencer, or any others that shall be 
Sent for our inhabitants enjisting or assembling for the spe- 
cial defence and safely of this Colony, and take care that 
the same are distributed among them; and take advantage 
of any opportunity to purchase thereabouts any further 
supply, when to be had on 'better terms than to be pur- 
chased and had from this Colony ; to purchase the same as 
there shall be occasion, and inform, from time to time, his 
doings therein for the directions of the Commissaries em- 
ployed in this Colony. 

This Assembly do appomt " Oliver Wolcott, Henry 
Champion, Thomas Mumford, Jedediah Strong, Esquires, ' 
Captain Jeremiah Wadsworth, Thomas Howel, Samuel 
Squier, Esquires, Messrs. Amasa Keys and Hezekiah Bis- 
sell, Commissaries, to supply all necessary Stores and Pro- 
visions for the Troops" now to be raised, for the defence of 
this Colony. , ---■.--.--_- 

On Report of _the_ Committee to consider how far the 
Commissaries shall be instructed to procure Provisions and 
other Supplies for the jmmedia.te use.of the men now to be 
raised for the. defencp of the Colony, it is'now 

Resolved, That Joseph Trumbull, Esquire, Commissary- 
General, immediately purchase one hogshead of New- 
England Rum, and one hundred Tin Kettjes ; and that 
Captain Jeremiah Wadsworth procure, as~spon as. may be, 
one hundred Tin Kettles^ arid also fifty barrels of Pork, 
also fifty bushels of Peas and Beans, and immediately for- 
ward said Peas and Beans to the Commissary-General; 
and also procure two hundred hundred weight of Bread ; 
and that Sir. Hezekiah Bissell procure ~sixty barrels of 
Pork, and two hundred and forty hundred weight of Bread ; 
and that the. Commissaries in Litchfield County procure 
twenty barrels of Pork, and eighty hundred weight of Bread, 
and that the Commissaries for the County of New-Haven, 
Neic-London, ^nd Fairfield, each procure fifty barrels of 
Pork, and two hundred hundred weight of Bread. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That William Pitkin, Tho- 
mas Seymour, Oliver Ellsivorth, and Ezekiel Williams, 
Esquires, or any three of them, be a. Committee with full 
power, and they, or any three; of them, are hereby fully 
empowered to examine, liquidate, adjust, settle, and give 
needful orders for the payment of the several accounts of 
the expenses that have, or may be incurred, relative to. 
assembling, equipping, supplying, encouraging, or paying 
wages to such of the inhabitants as may enlist for the de- 
fence of this Colony for the current year; said Committee 
to proceed therein according to such order, rules, and direc- 
tions, as shall from time to time be given oy this Assembly 
for that purpose. . ". .. _; 

Resolved by this Assembly] That the Committee. of 
Pay-Table be and they are hereby directed and empow- 
ered to take Bonds, with sufficient sureties, payable to the 
Governour and Company of this Colony, of every Com- 
missary appointed, to provide Stores and Provisions for the ' 
Troops now raising for the defence.pf the Colony ; and in 
such Bond every Commissary shall be obliged, faithfully 
and justly, to dispose of. the. money he shall receive for 
the purpose aforesaid, and to account with the Committee 
of Pay-Table for the same. ' . . _ " 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the chief Officers and 
Captains of the several Companies" to be enlisted, shall be 
the Paymasters to their respective Companies, and that 
the Committee of the Pay-Table be and they are hereby 
directed and empowered to take Bonds, with sufficient sure- 
ties, payable to the Governour and Company of this Colony, 
of every Captain or other person Who shall undertake to act 
as Paymaster to any one of 'said Companies'now to be en- 
listed ; and in such Bond, every Paymaster shall be obligated 
faithfully and justly to dispose of the money he shall re- 
ceive for the purpose aforesaid, and to account to the Com- 
mittee^ the Pay-Table for the same ; and such ^Paymaster 
shall be allowed one and a half per cent, for fajd service.. 

Whereas, a sum of Money is necessary for payment of 
incident charges of Government";' .:*"■'■ 

Be it therefore enacted by the Governour, Council, and 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That there be forthwith imprinted 
the sum of fifty thousand Pounds, Bills of Credit on this 
Colony, equal to lawful rnoney, of suitable denominations 
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as the Committee herein appointed shall direct, and of the 
same tenour frith 'the late impression of Bills of Credit of 
this Colony, without interest, payable at or before the tenth 
day of May, 1777, dated the ninth day of May, 1775. 
William Pitkin, George, Wyllys, Elisha Williams, Ben- 
jamin Payne, and Thomas Seymour, Esquires, or any three 
of them, are appointed a Committee for the purpose afore- 
said, to take care that said Bills be imprinted with all con- 
venient speed, and to sign and deliver the same to the 
Treasurer of this Colony, taking his receipt therefor. And 
the.said Committee shall be sworn to a faithful discharge of 
their trust, arid the Treasurer is hereby directed to pay out 
said Bills according to the orders of Assembly.- And for 
providing an ample and sufficient Fund to call in, sink, and 
discharge the. aforesaid sum, to be emitted as^aforesaid, 

Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That a Tax of 
seven pence on .the pound be, and is hereby granted and 
ordered to be levied on all the Polls and Rateable Estate 
in this Colony, according to the list thereof, to be brought 
into this Assembly in October, 1775, with the additions; 
which Tax shalLbe collected and paid into the Treasury 
of this Colony Ey The tenth day of May, 1777 ; which Tax 
may be discharged by paying the Bills of this Colony of 
this emission, or lawful money; and the Treasurer of this 
Colony- is hereby ordered and directed to send forth his 
Warrants for'colleeting the same accordingly. . 

■ The Committee appointed to take into consideration what 
disposition's best to be_hiade of .the Colony Powder, hav- 
ing made their Report, which has been accepted, it is now; 
Resolved, That Captain Jabez Huntington, of, Wind- 
Earn, take into his care all the Powder that is lodged in the 
County' of Windham, and that Mr. Winthrop Saltonstatt 
take into his care the Powder lodged in the Town of New- 
London, and that Jabez Huntington, Esquire, of Norwich, 
take into his care, the Powder lodged in the Town of Nor- 
ivich, and that twenty-eight half-barrels of the Powder, 
lodged at New-Haven, be sent to the County of Fairfield, 
and committed to" the care of Thaddeus Burr, Esq.; and 
that fourteen, half-bdrrels of the Powder lodged at New- 
Haven be sent to the County of Litchfield, to the care 
of Lyride Lord, Esq., of Litchfield, and the remainder of 
the Powder lodged at New-Haven, be taken into the care 
of Jonathan Fitch, Esq., of New-Haven. And the afore- 
said persons are ordered to deliver out the same according 
to such orders as shall from time to time be given them 
respectively by the General Assembly of the Colony ; or in 
case" of some sudden and extraordinary emergency, by the 
Selectmen of the respective Towns where the jsaine is 
lodged, taking their receipts therefor. 

And it is further Resolved, That if any more Powder 
shall be brought into the Colony, for the use and defence 
thereof, a suitable proportion thereof, be committed to the 
care of John Lawrence, Esq., of Hartford, and the re- 
mainder thereof to be distributed into the several Cpunfies 
in some suitable proportion, and committed to the, care of 
. the""gentlemen before named, to be disposed as aforesaid. 

This Assembly do appoint and direct Robert Fairchild, 
Esq., and Captain Daniel Judson, to inquire after and take 
into their care, for the. use of the Colony, whatever Stores, 
of the camp or military kind, belonging to said Colony, as 
may be found with the heirs'of TJieophilus Nichols, Esq., 
deceased, late a Commissary for this Government, or in the 
. Ttands of any other person in Stratford; and cause any 
Arms which need, to be forthwith repaired, and make re- 
port to next Assembly. 

This Assembly do appoint Mr. Jedediah Strong to make 
inquiry at Albany, whether any Arms belonging to this 
Colony, and left there during the last War, yet remain 
there, and If any, howlmany, and in whose custody. He 
is also to receive and give proper receipts in behalf of this 
Colony for the same, and cause the same to be transported 
into this Colony as soon as conveniently may be, and make 
report of his doings in the premises to the next General 
Assembly. * -- - ; "'"■ • 

This Assembly do appoint Daniel Lyman, Enos Allyn, 
Thomas, Howel, Dudley Woodbridge, Joseph Denison 
the second, Stephen Babcock, Gurdon Saltonstall, Tho- 
mas Mumford, John Lay, Esquires, Captain John Deshon, 
Captain Richard Dickenson, and Mr. John Mc Curdy, a 
Committee, to tak,e into, consideration the best method and 



means of securing "and defending our Sea-coast, Ports, and 
Shipping therein, and to state the facts, and report tbeir~ 
opinion thereon to the Assembly in May next, jointly or 
severally, without expense to this Colony. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That Colonel Gurdon Sal- 
tonstall, Samuel Mott, Esq., and Captain John Deshon, 
be, and they are hereby appointed a Committee, forthwith 
to prepare Carriages, and other necessary apparatus for the 
Cannon at New-Lorfdon, in this Colony, so that they may 
be put into the best order for use, in case of necessity for 
defence. .-•. "."""..;' ;~: "..''"".".""" '."'".'_" : 

Resolved by this Assembly , That his Honour the Gover- 
nour be, and he is hereby desired, authorized, and em- 
powered, to give to Brigadier-General Spencer an order to 
the Colonels of the six Regiments under his command, to 
send to their respective Captains, to forward the enlistment 
of the inhabitants and men, for the special defence and 
safety of this Colony, and to hold themselves in readiness 
to march on the shortest notice ; and the four Regiments 
commanded by Brigadier Spencer and Putnam, and Colo- 
nels Hinman and Parsons, or such part of them as his 
Honour the Governour shall order, do forthwith get into 
readiness and march forward to Boston, or such place or 
places adjoining near thereto as shall.be ordered. 

Considering the dark and gloomy aspect of Divine Provi- 
dence over this Colony and land, and that it is the indis- 
pensable duty of every People, suffering under the afflic- 
tive chastisements of a righteous God, with deep repentance, 
supplication, and amendment of Jife, to endeavour, by all 
the ways which God has prescribed, to avert his anger and 
incline him to become reconciled, to his People, 

It is therefore Resolved by this Assembly, That it be re- 
commended to all the Ministers pf'the Gospel in this Co- 
lony, that they earnestly endeavour to dissuade their several 
congregations from all excess and all diversions which may- 
be improper in the present day of distress, and that both 
they and their people cry mightily to God, that he would 
be pleased to spare his People, and be gracious unto them, 
and visit them with his'loving kindness and tender mercies, 
and. not give up his heritage to reproach, but preserve unto 
themriieir great and important rights and privileges, and 
guide and prosper the Publick Councils of this Colony and 
land, and in their hour of difficulty and distress, graciously 
manifest his power in the deliverance and salvation of his 
People, to the glory of own name. *. '' '' r :- 

This Assembly being informed by Charles Webb, Esq., 
Colonel of the Ninth Regiment of Militia in this Colony, 
that Clap Raymond of Nonvalk, in said Regiment, Lieu- 
tenant of a Company of Militia, in the Parish of Wilton, 
in said Nonvalk, of which Matthew Mead is Captain, hath, 
ever since said Mead was. established and commissioned as 
Captain of said Company, wholly refused to obey the 
orders of said Captain, or do his duty as Lieutenant of said 
Company, in any respect ; 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the aforesaid Clap 
Raymond be notified to appear before the.General Assem- 
bly, to be holderi at this place on the second Thursday of 
May next, to answer unto said information, and be dealt 
vvith thereupon as the wisdom of said Assembly shall di- 
rect. And {hat in the mean. time the. said Clap Raymond 
be, and he is hereby, suspended from the exercise of his 
office, of L' eut enant of the Company aforesaid, and the 
Secretary of this Colony is hereby directed and authorized, 
by warrant under his hand, to g'rve notice to said Clap 
Raymond that he appear and answer as aforesaid. 

An Act to repeal an Act, entitled An_ Act in further, ad- 
dition to an Act of this Colony, entitled an Act concern- 
ing Book Debts. .--..... 
Whereas a further continuance of said Act in force at 
this time may prove very inconvenient and prejudicial ; 
- Be it enacted by the Governgur, Council, and Represent- 
atives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, That the said Act be repealed, and the same 
is hereby repealed and made' \'Oid r 

An Act to exempt, for a limited time, the persons of 
Debtors from being imprisoned for Debt. 
Whereas, in the present situation of our publick affairs it 
will be prejudicial to the Colony to confine persons in Jail 
for Debt; ■_'■-. -■-■-', 
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Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre- 
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the same, That during the continuance of this Act, 
no "person shall be imprisoned or confined, or held in Prison, 
on any attachment or execution for Debt; and in every case 
wherein any Debtor' is" released out of Prison by virtue of 
this Act, who was imprisoned by virtue of an execution for 
Debt, the Creditor may take out an alias execution against 
the estate of such Debtor; and the Clerk of the Court, or 
the authority before whom the judgment was rendered, is 
hereby authorized to issue such alias execution, upon being 
certified by the Sheriff that such Debtor was released out 
of Prison without satisfying the Debt, by virtue of which 
alias execution the lawful fees for the former service' and 
commitment may be collected, as well as the Debt. This 
Act to continue in force until the rising of the General As- 
sembly in October next. 
' Upon the Memorial of Joseph Gurnsey and others, in- 
habitants of the Parish of Westbury, in the Town of Wa- 
terbury, shewing to this Assembly that they have, with 
great care and expense, applied themselves to the use of 
arms and military exercises for a considerable time, have 
gained considerable skill in military exercises and the art 
of war, and praying this Assembly to constitute them a spe- 
cial and distinct Military Company, &c, as per Memorial 
on file ; 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Memorialists be, 
and they are hereby, constituted and made a distinct Mili- 
tary Company, and shall be distinguished by the name of 
the Nineteenth Company in the Tenth Regiment in this 
Colony, with power, under the direction of the Field Offi- 
cers, to receive and. enlist in the room of those that shall 
be removed by death or otherwise from said Company, pro- 
vided the enlistment and. enrolment aforesaid be made from 
the two Military Companies in the Parish of Westbury, in 
said Town of Waterbury, and that that enlistment and enrol- 
ment do not reduce the number of men in the two Military 
Companies aforesaid below the number by law established ; 
and that said Company be, and they are hereby, consti- 
tuted with all the powers, privileges, and advantages, and 
under the same regulations that other. Companies by law 
do enjoy ; and the.CoIonel, or chief Officers of said Regi- 
ment, is hereby directed and empowered by himself, or such 
officer as he shall appoint, to lead said company to the choice 
of their Officers on their being first formed and enlisted. 

Upon the Memorial of John Sutliff, Jun., and others, in- 
habitants of theJSociety of Northbury, in the Town of Wa- 



terbury, shewing to this Assembly that there are within the 
limits of the West Company or Trainband in said Society, 
the major part of which have evidently discovered them- 
selves inimical to the Constitution of this Colony, &c-, 
and under Commissioned Officers wholly disaffected ,to the 
American cause, praying to be annexed to the new Com- 
pany or Trainband insaid Norihbury, lately established by 
this Assembly, &c, as per Memorial on file ; - . ." . 

Resolved by this Assembly, That Thomas Matthews and 
Timothy Judd, Esquires, be, and they are hereby appointed 
a Committee to inquire how far said Commissioned Officers ' 
are inimical to, or disaffected with, the American cause, 
and all matters contained in said.Memorial, and make re- 
port to the next General Assembly. 

Upon the Memorial of Joseph Monson of New-Haven, 
praying for permission to transport in the Sea-Floiver, to 
the West-Indies, twenty-six head of Cattle, by him pur- 
chased for that purpose, before laying the embargo by this 
Assembly ; 

Ttesolved, That said Monson. have liberty, and be is here- 
by permitted, to transport said Cattle in said vessel to the 
West-India Islands. _ .*_."'. ' 

..' Upon the Memorial of Joseph White, of Weathersfeld, 
in Hartford County, shewing that before any embargo was 
laid by this Assembly, he had procured twenty Cattle and 
necessary provisions for them, and eighty barrels of Pork, 
to be laden on board a vessel he owns," caHed the Schooner 
Fox, commanded by James Mitchell, and ..destined on a 
voyage to the West-Indies, and that. said Ca,ttle remain on 
his hands at great expense and loss, &c, praying for liberty 
to export said Cattle in said vessel, &c, as per Memorial 
on file, dated May 3, 1775 ; 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Memorialist, upofl 
his taking out said eighty barrels of Pork, except so" much 
as is necessary for sea-stores, have liberty, and liberty is 
given to him, to export said twenty Cattje in. said vessel to 
the West-Indies, any thing in said Act laying an embargo 
notwithstanding. :"''"..' 

Upon the Memorial of Uezekiah Smith, shewing that 
he had planned a voyage to the West-Indies, Sic. ; 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the said Uezekiah , 
Smith have liberty, and liberty is given and granted to him 
to ship the said fourteen Cattle to the West-Indies on board 
the vessel whereof he is master, the said embargo lately- 
laid by this Assembly notwithstanding. 

This Assembly was adjourned by proclamation without 
day. George Wyllys, Secretary. 



PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. 

Committee Chamber, April 27, 1775. 

Whereas the Continental Congress did resolve in the 
words following, viz : " And we further agree and associate 
that we will have no Trade, Commerce, Dealings, or In- 
tercourse whatever, with any Colony or Province in North 
America which shall not accede to, or which shall hereaf- 
ter violate this Association," &.c. 

And whereas the Parliament of Great Britain, in pur- 
suance of their plan for subjugating and distressing the 
Colonies, have passed a Bill for depriving our brethren in 
New-England of the benefit of Fishing on their own Coasts ; 
therefore, ■ 

Resolved, That all Exportations from this City to Q«e- 
beck, Nova-Scotia, Georgia, and Newfoundland, or any 
parj of the Fishing Coasts or Fishing Islands, ought, in 
the opinion of this Committee, immediately to be suspend- 
ed ; and that it be accordingly recommended to every 
Merchant immediately to suspend all Exportations to those 
places, until the Continental Congress shall give further 
orders therein. By order of the Committee of the City 
and Liberties of Philadelphia. 

Jonathan B. Smith, Secretary. 



STEPHEN HOPKINS TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE MASSA- 
CHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Providence, Rhode-Island, April 97, 1775. 

Sir: Yesterday, Mr- John Brown, one of the principal 
merchants of this Town, being at Newport, as an agent of 



this Colony appointed by the General Assembly to pur-, 
chase provisions for the use of this'and your Government, 
was seized upon in a freight or packet boat coming to Pro- 
vidence. He was carried and confined on board a Man -of- 
War lying in Newport, and about three hundred barrels of 
flour in that packet and another freight boat, taken by the 
Ship-of-War. It is said the captures are to be sent to 
Boston for condemnation. 

We are greatly alarmed at this open force and hostility, 
and cannot but expect that the worst of treatment will, be 
offered to our agent. We have thought proper to send 
you this notice, to the end that you may detain all such of 
the King's Officers, or others, in his immediate service, as 
may be in your hands, to answer and be accountable for 
the conduct and treatment which may be had and acted to 
Mr. Brown, and such as may be captured with him in the 
said two vessels ; and that you would, on your part, in the 
common cause, do your utmost to make reprisals of per- 
sons to stand as security in like manner ; not doubting but ' 
you will cheerfully do those things which, by the laws of 
Nature and Nations, are justifiable to be done to those who 
put themselves in a state of war \vith others. 

TVe are sorry to inform you that the first struggle which 
hath happened in our Colony, hath been unfavourable ; an 
event which could not have come to pass, but by the faith- 
lessness of ^some of .the Members of our Assembly, who 
must have revealed their proceedings, although the oath of 
God was upon them to secrecy. "."""" 

Reprisals, recommended by the Continental Congress, 
and sanctioned by the several Colonies, appears to be a 
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good remedial provision, and in this instance highly neces- 
sary to be put in practice ; and .we shall not fail ourselves 
to make use of it at every opportunity, and make the life 
of every Crown Officer in our power security for the safety 
of John Brown, and those captured with him. 

I am, Sir, for myself, and in behalf of all the true friends 
of freedom In this Colony, your friend and servant, 

Step. Hopkins. 
To the President of the Provincial Congress of Massacliu- 

setts-Bay, at Concord, or elsewhere. On express by 

Doctor Wrn. Bowtn. 



COLONEL ISAAC LEE TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Farraingtcm, April 27, 1775. 

Honoured Sra : In consequence of the alarming scenes 
that have occurred of late, by advice of the Field Officers 
and others of the Fifteenth Regiment, in this Colony, I gave 
orders for the whole Regiment under my command to be 
prepared with arms and ammunition, and cartridges, and 
every thing necessary for thejefence of the Country ; and 
to hold themselves ready to march at the shortest notice. 
There appeared such a spirit of zeal in the soldiers for an 
immediate march, that it was with difficulty that they were 
prevented, until they might have 7 orders from the Captain- 
General, or the General Assembly. It appeared to us to 
be attended with very dangerous consequences, arid to have 
a tendency to ruin the State, to march in such independent 
Companies^and ought by no means, to be adopted but in 
a case of absolute necessity. On being assured by (as we 
thought) good authority, that more Troops were arrived, 
Stc, gave orders for one-fifth of the Regiment to meet at 
the parade of the First Society, on the 26th of April in- 
stant, at ten o'clock in the morning. About one hundred 
and twenty able-bodied men appeared, and being divided 
into two Companies, I led them to the choice of their 
officers, &.c. The First Company made choice of Captain 
Neadiah Hooker for their Captain, and Lieutenant Peter 
Curtis, First Lieutenant, Sergeant David Mather, Second 
Lieutenant, Sergeant Amos .- . . -. -Ensign. I then 
led the Second Company to a choice, and they made 
choice of Captain Asa Bray for their Captain, Lieutenant 
Joseph Byington, First. Lieutenant, Sergeant Amos Beech- 
er, Second Lieutenant, Sergeant Ambrose Sloper, Ensign, 
&.c, on which they were ordered to hold themselves in 
readiness to march when they should receive orders from 
the Captain-General, or the General Assembly, Sic, and 
then dismissed, and desired them to attend the business of 
their respective farms until further orders, Sic 
Certified by your Honour's humble servant, 

Isaac Lee, Jr., Colonel. 
To the Honourable. Jonathan Trumbull, Esquire, Captain- 
General, of His .Majesty's Troops in the Colony of Con- 
necticut, fyc. 

N. B. There is also provisions contracted for — enough 
at least for twenty, days, as also teams and carriages. 



JEDEDIAH HUNTINGTON TO JONATHAN TRUMBULL, "JUN. 

. - ■ ■ Cambridge, Thursday, April 27, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I came into this place through Boxbury, last 
evening, andjjnd great numbers of Troops, or rather armed 
men, in much more confusion than I expected, but perhaps 
with as little as possible, in this disordered state of the 
Massachusetts. /Most .of the soldiers here are inhabitants 
of this Province, who are now enlisting m a regular man- 
. ' ~ner. , General Ward is at Boxbury; General Putnam is 
Commander-in-chief at this place. - They have both oftliem 
too much business upon their hands. I wish our General 
Officers, as soon as appointed, might immediately repair to 
Head Quarters ; they will, at this crisis of Provincial poli- 
ticks, be very cordially accepted, and be of eminent service. 
The Committee of Safety, who are the primum mobile 
in the military movements, are crowded with business. It 
is expectedby many, that the inhabitants of Boston will 
have leave tocome out this day, with their effects, provided 
they leave their arms and provisions. It is said that pork 
sold there yesterday for a pistareen per pound, and milk 
for a pistareen:* per quart. Many are suspicious that the 
General intends to deceive them till he get possession of 
their arms, An experienced Engineer deserted to the 



Castle the 25th instant. Mr. Josiah Qui?icy is arrived 
from. London, in a very low state of health, and not ex- 
pected to live. The Restraining Act is come by the same 
ship. The reinforcements from England were not to sail 
till the middle of April. I will, if possible, enclose you a 
Salem_ paper." I expected to have seen brother Joseph by 
this time. Your aftectionale brother, 

1 " , Jed. Huntington. 

Mr. Jonathan Trumbull, Junior. 



committee of Safety to the selectmen of boston. 

-._ ." Cambridge, April 27, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Your letter of the 25th instant came to 
hand last evening, or you should have had an answer soon- 
er. We feel for you with the keenest sensibility. Nothing 
on our part shall be wanting- Our wish is, to know when 
you are to be permitted to come out ; and at what time. 
We shall encourage the wagoners to go in. We have no 
desire to injure or molest the person or property of any one 
who inclines to take refuge in Boston; and so soon as we 
know the day appointed for you to come out, and the time 
limited therefor, we shall take care that our. part is per- 
formed with that punctuality which we are determined ever 
to observe in all cases where the honour of our Country, or 
the safety of our beloved countrymen ts concerned. We 
desire that we may be furnished, without delay, with an 
authenticated copy of your engagements with the General, 
and such other information as is necessary for us. 
We are, gentlemen, Sic. 



COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE SELECTMEN OT BOSTON. 

Cambridge, April 27, 1775. 

Gentlemen : It is here currently reported, that General 
Gage gives out "publickly that the Fovinclals fired upon 
his detachment before the Troops fired upon the Provin- 
cials. Such a report occasions astonishment and resentr 
ment, as there is the clearest evidence, jiot only that the 
Troops fired first at Lexington, and killed eight men there 
before our people fired one gun, and then marched several 
miles further, to Concord, and killed two men and wounded 
several others, before one gun was fired in that place by 
our men. He is a man, we trust, of too much honour to 
propagate such a false account, and has been scandalously 
deceived by his officers. ,--,.- 

We think it probable that ten days may suffice for re- 
moving your persons and most valuable effects,. We hope 
you will take care that your agreement is expressed in the 
most unequivocal terms. We take it that it is not expected 
that we suffer any persons to remove into Town, besides 
such as mean to take up their residence there. 
We are, Sic. 



BOSTON COMMITTEE TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Boston, April 27, 1775. 

Sir: Agreeably to your desire expressed in your letter 
of this date, we send you the following, which contains 
what has passed this day between his Excellency General 
Gage, and the Committee, respecting the inhabitants re- 
moving from the Town of Boston. We presume there 
will be a speedy application forpasses, as there are a con- 
siderable number "already who have given In their names, 
according to his Excellency's prescription, and therefore 
apprehend wagoners may be encouraged to come in as 
soon as may be. .. _ -. . 

It is with great satisfaction we observe your determina- 
tion not to injure or molest the person or property of any 
one who inclines to take refuge in Boston, and hope you 
have made proclamation for them to come in accordingly ; 
and that as soon as you know the time appointed for us to 
remove out of the Town, you are so kindly disposed to as- 
sist us all in your power under our perplexed circum- 
stances. 

We could not give you an earlier answer, as your letter 
did not come to hand till late this afternoon. 

1 am, respectfully, in behalf of the Committee, your 
most obedient humble servant, John.Scollay. 

To Doctor Jos. Warren > Chairman of the Committee of 
Congress. 
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P. S. We beg you will proclaim in every Township, 
that all persons desirous of coming into Boston with their 
effects, may come without molestation ; and that, we may 
be authorized immediately to send five or six persons, or 
gentlemen's servants, to'ride through the different Towns 
or Parishes, with open letters to the families of such people 
as are desirous to come to Boston, to give them proper no- 
tice. You will favour us with an answer as soon as possi- 
ble. I am, as above, your most humble servant, 

John Scollay. 

Town-Meeting, Boston, April 27, 1775. 

The Committee waited on his Excellency General Gage, 
with the Papers containing the account of the Arms de- 
livered to the Selectmen, and the Return made them by 
the Constables, of the Town, relative to the delivery of 
Arms in their respective Wards. After long conversation 
on the subject of the inhabitants, removing themselves and 
effects from the Town, his Excellency being obliged to at- 
tend to other business, left the affair to be settled with 
Brigadier General Robertson, who, after further conference, 
and reporting the substance of it to General Gage, return- 
ed to the Committee, and declared to them that General 
Gage gives liberty to the inhabitants to remove out of 
the Town, with their effects; and. desires that such in- 
habitants as intend to, remove, would give their names to 
the Selectmen, and signify whether they mean to convey 
out their effects by land or water, in order that passes may 
be prepared ; for which passes application may be made to 
General Robertson any time after eight o'clock to-morrow 
morning; such passes to be had as soon as persons want- 
ing them shall be ready to depart. 



DOCTOR JOSEPH WARREN TO ARTHUR LEE. 

Cambridge, April 27, 1775, 

My Dear Sir: Our friend Quincy just lived to come 
on shore to die in his own Country ; he expired yesterday 
morning. His virtues rendered him dear, and his abilities 
useful to his Country. 

The wicked measures of the Administration have at 
length brought matters to a crisis. I think it probable that 
this rage of the people, excited ty the most clear, view of 
the cursed designs of the Administration, and the barba- 
rous effusion of the blood of their countrymen, will lead 
them to attack General Gage, and burn the ships in the 
harbour. 

Lord Chatham and our friends must make up the breach 
immediately, or never. If any thing terrible takes place, 
it will not do to talk of calling the Colonies to account for 
it; but it must be attributed to the true cause — the un- 
heard-of provocation given to this people. They will 
never talk of accommodation until the present Ministry 
are entirely removed. You may depend the Colonies will 
sooner suffer depopulation than come into any measures 
with them. 

The next news from England must be conciliatory, or^ 
the connexion between us ends, however fatal the conse- 
quences may be. Prudence may yet alleviate the misfor- 
p, tunes, and calm the convulsions into which the Empire is 
''■-0, thrown, by the madness of the present Administration. 
May God Almighty direct you. If any thing is proposed. 
fc which may be for the honour and safety of Great Britain 
and these Colonies, my utmost efforts will not be wanting 
to effect a reconciliation. I am, in the utmost haste, sur- 
rounded by fifteen or twenty thousand men, your most 
obedient servant, Jos. Warren. 

To Arthur Lee, Esquire, London. 

P. S. The Narrative sent to Doctor Franklin contains 
a true state of facts ; but it was difficult to make the peo- 
ple willing that any notice should be taken of the matter by 
way of narrative, unless the Army and Navy were taken 
or driven away, J. W, 



march against any enemy, or supposed enemy, when he , 
shall think fit ; can build forts, or do any thing else with 
the people's money, and demolish them at pleasure. In 
short, he is possessed of absolute and despotick power, 
only with this difference, (if it is any,) that the majority 
of the Council (who hold their seats as before-mentioned) 
must approve pi his measures. The Council consists of 
twenty-three persons, seven of them Roman Cathoficks. 

Williamsburgli, Virginia, April 28, 1775. 

Yesterday, at about one o'clock, Majin Page, Junior, 
Esquire, one of the Representatives ifor Spottsylvania, 
arrived here in twenty-four hours from Fredericksburgh, 
being charged by a number of people from different; Cpim- 
ties, now assembling there, to inquire whether the gun- 
powder had been replaced in the publick magazine, the 
removal of which had spread a general alarm, and greatly 
exasperated all ranks of people. Expresses had been s.eht 
into several Counties, and it was expected that upwards of 
two thousand men would be assembled in Fredericksburgh 
by this evening; and the Militia of Caroline^ were ordered 
to meet to-morrow at ten o'clock, to be in readiness to 
join those of the upper Counties. Mr, Page returned 
again in the evening, imd carried, a letter from the Honour- 
able the Speaker, to endeavour to pacify the people ; and 
as that gentleman sets out to-morrow by lajid to attend the 
General Congress, we hear he proposes meeting them; 
and it is hoped, from his great influence, that Tie jvill be 
able to prevail on them to return home y and rest satisfied 
with the Governour's promise that the. powder shall be 
given up when there is occasion for it. The^ independent 
Companies of Caroline and . Spottsylvania, we hear, have 
determined to escort the Delegates from this Colony to 
Hooe's Ferry, on Potomack. . 



PROCLAMATION BY GOVERNOCR'iRAN^LI'N. 

Perth- Amboy. 

By His Excellency William Franklin, Esq., Captain- 
General, Governour, and Commander-in-Chief in and 
over the Province of New-Jersey, and Territories 
thereon depending, in America, Chancellor and Vice- 
Admiral in the same, &rc. : .--'_'-. 

A Proclamation. 

Whereas I have lately received despatches from one of 
His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, containing 
matters of great importance to the Colony, in the present 
situation of publick affairs, and calculated to restore that 
harmony between Great Britain and her ^American Colo- 
nies so essential to the interest and happiness of both ; and 
being desirous of communicating the same as early as pos- 
sible to the General Assembly of this Colony, in order to 
give them an opportunity of using their T)est endeavours 
towards effecting so desirable a purpose ; TTTave, there- 
fore, thought fit, and by and with the advice and consent 
of His Majesty's Council, do hereby appoint the said Gen- 
eral Assembly to meet at the City of Burlington, on Mon- 
day, the 15th day of May next ; of which all His Majes- 
ty's subjects concerned therein are required to take notice, 
and govern themselves accordingly. 

Given under my hand and seal at arms, at the City of 
Perth- Amboy, the twenty-eighth day of April, in the 
fifteenth year of .the Teign of our Sovereign Lofd King 
George the Third, Amloq. Domini one thousand seven hun- 
dred and seventy-five. Williath Franklln. 

By His Excellency's command: 

Charles Pettit, D. Secretary. 
God save the King. 



extract of a letter from qjjebeck, APRIL 27, 1775. 

The Governour's Commission from the King was read 
here on Monday, the 24th instant. He has very ample 
powers; he chooses all the Members. of the Council him- 
self, and can discbarge them at pleasure ; can oblige what 
number of His Majesty's subjects in Canada he pleases to 



MEETING OF THE INHABITANTS OF PERTH-AMBOY, 
NEW- JERSEY.. 

At a mee.ting of the inhabitants of the North Ward of 
the City of Perth-Amboy, on Friday, the 28th of April, 
1775; 

Resolved unanimously, That James .Parker, Stephen 
Skinner, and Jonathan Deare, Esquires, or any two of them, 
be a standing Committee of Correspondence for the North 
Ward of this City. ..."..' 
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A copy of a Letter from the Committee of Corres- 
pondence of Princeton, signed by Jonathan JD. Sergeant, 
Esquire, Clerk to the said Committee, transmitted by the 
Committee ofTFpodoridge, and by them directed to the 
inhabitants of this City, was read, wherein, after mention- 
ing the very alar.ming intelligence lately received, a Pro- 
vincial Congress for this Province is proposed to be held 
on the 5th day of May next ; and a. meeting of the inhabi- 
tants being now called, that their sense might be taken on 
the necessity and propriety of choosing Deputies to attend 
the skid Congress : 

The question was" thereupon put, whether Deputies 
shall "be sent or not, and carried in the affirmative unani- 
mously. ....... 

Jpmes Parker, Stephen Skinner, and Jonathan Deare, 
Esquires, were then nominated, as Deputies to attend the 
said Congress to represent this City, and were unanimously 
chosen ; and it" is requested that they, or any one or more 
of them do attend tire said Congress accordingly. 

It is also agreed. by the inhabitants now assembled, .that 
the expenses' of the Deputies who shall attend the said 
Congress be defrayed by this City. 

It is also requested that Mr. Ueare acquaint the Com- 
mittees of Princeton and Woodbridge of the proceedings 
of this meeting. By order of the meeting : 

John Thomson, Clerk. 



worthy of confidence and most capable of the arduous task. 
Being also fully persuaded of the necessity of a Provincial 
Convention being summoned with all possible expedition, 
we recommend it to you, at the same time, to choose 
twenty Deputies to represent this City and County in such 
Convention, to meet here on the 22d day of May next. 
By order of the Committee : 

Isaac Low, Chairman. 



A1>DFESS OF THE NEW-YORK COxMMITTEE. 

New-York, April 28, 1775. 

To the Freeholders and Freemen of the City and County 
of New-York: 

.We regret, gentlemen, the necessity we are under of 
addressing you upon this occasion, and perceive with 
anxiety the disorder and confusion into which. this City 
has been unfortunately involved. 

From cool and temperate counsels only, good conse- 
quences may be expected ; nor can union (so essential to 
the success of our cause) be preserved, unless every mem-, 
ber of society will consent to be governed by the sense of 
the .majority, and join in having that sense fairly and can- 
didly ascertained. . . ; 

Conscious that, the powers you conferred upon us were 
not adequate to' the present exigency of affairs, we were 
unanimously of opinion that another Committee should be 
appointed ; and well knowing that questions of the highest 
moment and the last importance woiild come under their 
consideration, and call for their determination, we thought 
it most aijiisable that it should consist of a large number, 
in order, by interesting many of weight and consequence in 
aHpublicIc. measures, they might meet with the more advo- 
cates, receive less opposition, and be attended .with more 
certain success. j 

The. names of one hundred persons were mentioned by 
this Committee; you were left at liberty to approve or. re- 
ject them, and appoint others in their room ; and that your 
sense might be the better taken, polls in each Ward were 
directedje^be opened. What could be more fair? 

By all means, gentlemen, let us avoid divisions; and in- 
stead, of cherish irrg a spirit of animosity against one another, 
let us join In forwarding a reconciliation of all parties, and 
thereby strengthen the general cause. 

Many, no doubt, have become objects of distrust and sus- 
picion, and, perhaps, not without reason ; you have now 
an "opportunity of trying them. It surely never can be 
good poficylcTput it out of their power to join us heartily; 
it is time, ^npiiglt to reject them when they refuse us their 
aid. In short, gentlemen, consider that our contest is for 
liberty;' and therefore we should be extremely cautious 
how we permit our struggles to hurry us into acts of vio- 
lence and,extravagance inconsistent with freedom. 

Permit us to entreat you to consider these matters 

. seriously, and act with temper as well as firmness; and, 

by all means, join in the appointment of some Committee, 

to whom jou may resort for counsel, and who may rescue 

you fronrtumult, anarchy, and confusion. 

We take the liberty, therefore, of recommending it to 
you to go to the usual places, of election in each of your 
Wards., o^Mondaij next at nine o'clock in the morning, 
and, then and. tjjere give your voices for a Committee of one 
hundred ; to consist of such persons as you may think most 



COMMITTEE FOR THE CITY OF NEW-YORK TO THE SEVERAL 
COUNTIES IN THE PROVINCE. 
Committee Chamber, New-York.^A.pril 28 L 1775. 

Gentlemen: The distressed and alarming situation of 
our Country, occasioned by the sanguinary measures adopt* 
ed by the British Ministry, (to enforce which J he sword 
has been actually drawn against our brethren in the Mas- 
sachusetts,) threatening to involve this Continent in all the 
horrours of a civil war, obliges us to call for the united aid 
and counsel of the Colony at this dangerous crisis. 

Most of the Deputies who composed the late Provincial 
Congress held in this City, were only vested with powers 
to choose Delegates to represent the Province at the next 
ContinentalCongress, and the Convention having executed 
that trust, dissolved themselves. It is therefore thought 
advisable by this Committee, that a Provincial Congress 
be immediately summoned to deliberate upon, and from 
time to time to direct such measures as jrra.y be expedient 
for our common safety. 

We persuade ourselves that no arguments can now be 
wanting to evince the necessity of a perfect union ; and 
we know of no method in which the united, sense of the 
people of the Province can be collected, but in the one 
now proposed. We therefore entreat your County hear-- 
tily to unite in the choice of proper persons to represent 
them at a Provincial Congress to be held in this City on 
the 22d of May next. Twenty Deputies are proposed for 
this City, and in order to give the. greater weight and in- 
fluence to the councils of the Congress, we could wish the 
number of Deputies from the Counties, may be consider- 
able, _ - -.-..,..-. 

We can assure you, that the appointment of a Provin- 
cial Congress, approved of by the inhabitants of this City 
in general, is the most proper and salutary measure that 
can be adopted in the present melancholy state of this Con- 
tinent; and we shall be happy to find that our brethren in 
the different Counties concur with us in opinion. By or- 
der of the Committee.: Isaac Low, Chairman. 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF NEW-YORK," 

New- York, Apri] 28, 1775. 

On the 18th of instant, April, the humane and benevo- 
lent General Gage ordered a select number of about twelve 
hundred of his Grenadiers and best Troops, in a most 
secret manner, to march up the country as far as Concord, 
(as supposed) to seize Colonel Hancock and Mr,, Samuel 
Adams. The first exploit they performed was in their 
way to Lexington ; they found about thirty; men exercis- 
ing, and, without any provocation, fired upon therri, (for 
about fifteen minutes.,) killed six men, and wounded seve- 
ral when. they. were retreating as fast as possible; then the 
Troops proceeded on their way to Corword. On the road 
they killed a man on horseback, and killed geese, hogs, 
cattle, and every living creature they came across ; they 
came to the house where said Hancock and Adams lodged, 
(who luckily escaped them ;) they searched the house, and 
when they could not find them, these barbarians killed the 
woman of the house and all the children in cool blood, and 
then set the house on fire. 

Alas '. would not the heathen, in all their savage bar- 
barity and cruelty, blush at such horrid murder, and worse 
than brutal rage ? Is this the bravery of British Troops ? 
Is this the part of a truly great commander? Is this the 
native courage and intrepidity of English soldiers, so much 
boasted of? Is it not rather the ferocity of a mad wild 
beast, from whom they cannot besupposed to differ only 
jn shape ? Let every American- hear and abhor ; let every 
inhabitant consider what he is likely to. suffer if he falls 
into the hands of such cruel and merciless wretches ; what 
miseries" and calamities shall we not be subjected to, if we 
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submit to the unrighteous and tyrannical claims of the Par- 
liamept, of taking what we call our own, when and in what 
manner they please, without. our consent; don't this teach 
us that a body of men, as well as a particular person, may 
tyrannically oppress ? Let every American consider what 
interest have we in George the Third, or what inheritance 
have we in the Parliament of Great Britain. Have they 
not declared that all the New-England Colonies are rebels, 
and have ordered and commanded their blood-thirsty sol- 
diers to cut the throats of men, women, and children, and 
are they not at this instant endeavouring to carry their 
bloody decrees into execution? And how long (besure 
not a great while) before the rest of the Americans will 
meet with the same, unless they tamely give up their all 
into their hands, to be taken by them as they please, 
without the Colonies' consent; but Go(f be thanked, the 
soldiery have met with a check. And for what is~all this 
rage and fury? For no other cause but that we are slow 
to believe the power of Parliament is omnipotent, and that 
t.hey have, a right to dispose of us and all we have as they 
please, without our consent. Surely no man in his sense.s, 
or that hath any notion of preserving his person or proper- 
ty, but what will, without hesitancy, resolve and determine 
to sell his life as dear as he can, rather than submit to 
such a slavish and abject condition. Therefore, my coun- 
trymen, think, and by thinking you will necessarily be led to 
determine that now or never you may be free ; if once you 
lose this opportunity and submit, it is not probable you 
will ever have another. If any should say we had better 
try conciliatory measures, and again petition for relief from 
the. King and Parliament, I ask, to what purpose can it 
be ? Have not particular Colonies tried petitioning by 
themselves, and have riot all the Colonies united in a pe- 
tition for relief? And to what effect?. Have they not 
.been disdainfully and contemptuously trampled, upon, and 
treated with scorn, and called nothing but factious com- 
plaints? Doth it not plainly appear, that both the King 
and the Ministry are so fixed and determined at all hazards 
to destroy American liberty, as that it is to as little purpose 
(o complain, or reason with them, as it is to reason 'with 
irrational creatures? Therefore it seems there is nothing 
for us to do, but to appeal unto God in the use of what 
force and strength we have in defence of our liberties and 
properties, and rely on his Almighty aid for help to repel 
the tyrant's rage. An American. 



THOMAS BROWN TO COLONEL GEORGE PITKIN. 

Cambridge, April 28, 1775, 3 o'clock, P. M.' 

This minute arrived from Boston Mr. Henderson Inches, 
with the agreeable news that the Governour had opened 
the gates, and given all the people "that have a mind to 
move out, notice to give in their names to the Selectmen ; 
and they are to have a guard to guard them out; and they 
are to have thirty wagons' to move their effects ; and when 
they return, thirty more to go in. The inhabitants are to 
resign their arms, and the Tories to have liberty to move 
in w'rth their effects. And he furthermore brings advice 
by the last vessel from England, that when the Regiment 
of Light-Horse were going to embark, the populace rose 
and prevented their embarkation ; and the General Officers 
that came away, were obliged to go on board incognito ; 
but he further says the Ministry have ordered ten thousand 
Troops more to be sent, but they will not behere until the 
last of May, and being in haste, shall subscribe myself 
your most humble servant, Thomas Brown. 

To Colonel George Pitkin. 



LETTER FROM THE CONGRESS OF MASSACHUSETTS TO THE 

CONGRESS OF NEW-HAMFSHIRE. 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, 
April 28, 1775. 

" Resolved unanimously, That the following Letter be 
authenticated fey the President of this Congress, and de- 
livered to Colonel Nathaniel Folsom, Colonel Josiah Bart- 
lett, and Major Samuel Hobart, Esquires, Committee from 
the Convention of the Colony of New-Hampshire, as an 
answer to their Letter of the 26th instant." 

Gentlemen: It is with pleasure we have received your 
letter above mentioned, and by a Committee of this Con- 



gress haye had a conference" with your rcspectabTe Corn-' 
mittee. ■ ■ , - --- 

We find the fullest conviction iri the minds of the in- 
habitants of our sister Colonies, as well as of this, that by 
their immediate and most vigorous exertions, there is the 
greatest prospect of establishing their liberties and saving 
their Country ; and that without such exertions, all must 
be lost. 

It is the opinion of this Congress, as already communi- 
cated, that a powerful army on our side must at once cut 
out such a work for a tyrannical Administration, as, under 
the .great opposition which they meet with in Engla?id, 
they cannot accomplish ; and that their system of despot- 
ism must soon be shaken to the foundation. But should 
they still pursue their sanguinary measures, the Colonies 
will then be able to make a successful stand. We have 
the utmost confidence in your pafriotick Colony, whose in- 
habitants have signalized themselves in joining their breth- 
ren in this ; and I hope to see the New-Hampshire Gov- 
ernment, which has been exposed to the corruption of a 
British Ministry, soon placed upon such a footing as will 
be best calculated to promote the true interest of the same, 
and to prevent hi future such unhappy disputes as have 
taken place with the Mother Country: *We have just re- 
ceived an agreeable account of (he conduct of our brethren 
in New- York, and have delivered a copy of the letter to 
your Committee. 

We sincerely thank you for .the late measures taken by 
your Convention at Exeter, and are fully persuaded that 
the Congress of the Colony, which is to meet on the ] 7th 
of May, will take such effectual steps as the present emer- 
gency of publick affairs requires, and the Continent of 
America must necessarily approve at large. 



LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN NEWPORT, RHODE-ISLAND. ' 

Roxbnry, April 28, 1775. " 

Notwithstanding your many neglects ;. notwithstanding 
my many avocations, I once more salute you, jacta est aha. 
What folly could have induced General Gage to. act a part 
so fatal to Britain. It is all over with. them ; their wither- 
ing laurels will soon be plucked from their brows by the 
rapacious Bourbon. I pity the madness. which effected 
their destruction. -\ ' . .: . 

You. have, no doubt, been informed of the affair of Wed- 
nesday the 19th. Is it not truly amazing, that such a body 
of Regulars, so thoroughly appointed, with artillery, &c, 
should be defeated and put to flight by a handful of raw, 
undisciplined peasants? We have lost but forty-one, and 
but few, not exceeding ten, wounded ; they have near 
three hundred killed, wounded, and missing. Our coun- 
trymen swarm to our defence, from all quarters. We are 
busily organizing our Troops, and shall soon have a well- 
constructed army in the field of thirty thousand men. 
Gage and his Troops are immured within the walls of 
Boston ; and what is a delay to pur satisfaction, our friends 
are entrapped by them. We have some hopes they will 
be liberated this day, General Gage has proposed, upon 
their surrendering their arms, that they march out. ' They 
surrendered their arms yesterday. ... 

Poor Quincy, alas ! he is no more. He returned to his 
native Country, pressed the beloved soil, and died. We 
did not see him ; he breathed his last the night hefore last, 
at Cape Ann. ' '.-,'.' "' 

We have had an express by the way of Connecticut, en- 
closing transcripts from letters sent lately to New-York. 
Such a vile system of slavery is preparing for us as might 
make a Domitian blush. Thank God, our enemies will 
assuredly be defeated. 



GOVERNOUR HOPKINS TO THE MASSACHUSETTS PROVIN- 
CIAL CONGRESS. ' ',' ',".'.' " 
- Providence, April 28,' 1775. 

Gentlemen : Mr. Joseph Brown and Mr. Moses 
Brown, of this place, principal merchants, and gentlemen 
of distinction and probity, will Wait upon you with this 
letter. Their brother, Mr. John Brown, of this Town, 
merchant, was, two days ago, forcibly taken at Newport 
in a packet, as he was coming from thence with a quantity 
of flour which he had purchased there. He was carried 
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on. board a Ship-of-War and confined; and we have since 
heard that he was sent round to Boston with the Spur. 

I request you to give to the bearers any aid and assist- 
ance in yourpower, for procuring the relief and discharge 
of their brother. In my letter of yesterday to the Con- 
gress, the measure of reprisal in this instance was recom- 
mended, and if it may be, I wish it may be pursued. 

I am your friend and humble servant, 

Step. Hopkins. 

President of the Congress m Massachusetts. 



JAMES ANGElA TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 
Providence, Rhode-Island, April 28, 1775. 

iw Sm : At the request of his Honour the. Deputy Govern- 

our, I have undertaken to answer yours of the 26th in- 
stant. ,, 

We, Sir, sensibly feel the distresses of our brethren in 
the Massachusetts-Bay , and can only say, that, as Briga- 
dier of the three Battalions under my command in the 
County of Providence, I will furnish you, upon any alarm, 
with six hundred men ; but the situation of matters is such, 
occasioned partly by our Assembly's not appointing officers 
for the fifteen hundred men which they ordered to be raised 
for your assistance, and partly by the seizure made by the 
' jVIan-pf-War_at Newport of three hundred barrels of flour 
bought by this Colony for supplying our Army, that it will 
be impossible for our forces immediately to proceed to join 
your Army, unless they go destitute of provision, which, 
we imagine here, would rather be a burden than a help To 
our friendg. However, men are enlisting very fast, and 
when our Assembly meets here, which will be next week, 
you may rely on it that our forces will, as fast and as soon 
as possible, march to your assistance. I am, Sir, your most 
obedient humble servant, James Angeli.. 



Z. ANDREW'S -AND T. FREEMAN TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 
CONGRESS. 
Providence, Rhode-Island, April 28, 1775. 

Dear Sir : The anxiety we feel upon seeing the present 
situation of affairs, will be our apology for troubling you 
with a letter, the design of which is to convey you intelli- 
gence that might, with more propriety, come to you from 
other persons. 

Deputy Governoirr Sessions received your letter re- 
questing assistance, which we have seen a copy of yester- 
day. The Assembly have adjourned, after passing a simpfe 
vote that fifteen hundred men, with suitable stores, should 
be raised at Government's expense ; and leaving the matter 
there. Nobody at present thinks himself authorized to 
enlist men, and therefore, scarce any thing in that way has 
been done. Mr, John Brown is taken prisoner on board 
a Man-of-War, and a quantity of flour which he had pur- 
chased at Newport is seized, and it. is, with him, to sail in 
a sloop for Boston immediately, if he is not already gone. 

Our Assembly meets here on Wednesday next, and then 
we hope to see something done in compliance with your 
request; but we do absolutely despair of any thing being 
done before, if then. We are sorry to say it, from our 
hearts; but fearing you "might rely too. much upon this 
Government, we thought it our indispensable duty to give 
you this information. The gentlemen who attended bur 
Assembly as Delegates from your Congress well know 
where the difficulty lies, and which we hope will be re- 
moved next week. 

We observed one clause in your letter respecting the 
artillery, upon which we beg leave to observe, that we 
have heavy cannon, if such are wanted ; but if field- 
pieces are most required, we believe that more than four 
or five cannot be ready to .come to you, which are now pre- 
paring with all possible despatch. We are, Sir, with great 
rpspect, your obedient humble servants, 

Zeph. Andrews, Lieut, of Grenadiers. 
■ Tuos. Freeman, Lieut, of Light-Infantry. 



th,e/hands of. our common enemies; and every measure for 
his release that can be pursued by us, shall most earnestly 
be adopted. 

We have ordered Samuel Murray, son of the Mandamus 
Counsellor, and such Officers of General Gage's Army as 
are prisoners of war, not disabled from travelling, to be 
immediately sent, with a sufficient guard, to Providence; 
and I think it best that Murray and Officers should write 
to their friends in Boston, and acquaint them that Mr. 
Brown's friends have the same advantage over them as 
General Gage hath over Mr. Brown. 

We beg leave to suggest to you _the critical situation of 
the Colony at the present time, which disables the Con- 
gress from immediately seizing every Crown Officer in the 
Government. , Boston is closed, and the numerous inhabit- 
ants so obnoxious to our enemies", aie imprisoned therein. 
Several of our seaports are blockaded with shipping, and 
threatened with destruction if they join the Army. Under 
this situation, the inhabitants of those places most in dan- 
ger, are day and night removing their furniture and effects; 
and we hope soon to see it, generally done. Should we," 
therefore, seize .the Crown Officers as proposed, it may 
hurl on us and our seaports sudden destruction, before 
they have an opportunity of saving themselves. We had 
it in contemplation to send a letter to the Genera], ac- 
quainting him that we should treat the Crown Officers with 
severity if Mr. Brown should be so treated by him; but 
vVe are apprehensive it would produce an unhappy, rather 
than good effect, as he has a greater number of our friends 
than we have of his.. We desire you to give us yourfur- 
ther sentiments of the matter. If any other way is left 
wherein the Congress can save Mr. Brown, it shall be rea- 
dily pursued. We are, &c. 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, \ _ 
April 28, 1775. \ 

Whereas, a worthy friend to the liberties of America, 
Mr. John Brown, of Providence, hath been lately seized, 
and with twp other persons, carried on board a British 
Ship-of-War at Newport : 

Ordered, That Samuel Murray and two such Officers 
of General Gage's Army, as are now prisoners of war, and 
not disabled from travelling on _ account of their wounds, 
be immediately sent under a sufficient guard to Providence, 
and delivered to Hon. Stephen Hopkins, Esquire, or other 
friends of said Mr. Brown.; to be made such use of as 
they shall think proper, for obtaining the liberty of the said 
Mr. Brown. 

MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO STEPHEN HOPKINS. 



MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS_TO STEPHEN HOPKINS. 

Watertown, April 28, 1775. 

Sir : It is with the deepest concern we find Mr. Brown, 
tliat valuable friend of the cause of America, betrayed into 



Watertown, April 29, 1775. 

Sir : The above is a^copy of an Order and Letter which 
passed this Congress yesterday, since, which we have re- 
ceived from Boston copies of sundry Votesof that Town to 
Gen. Gage, upon the subject of a license, for the inhabitants 
to remove with their effects into the.country ; and by his an- 
swers it appears that he has consented Jo suffer such inhab- 
itants as have inclination therefor, to leavejhe place with 
their effects, excepting fire-arms, which are Jojbe delivered 
at Faneuil Hall, to the Selectmen of the Town, and the 
name of the owner tp be placed on them ; and the Gen- 
eral expects, on the. other hand, a Proclamation from Con- 
gress, giving liberty to all inhabitants of the Colony having 
inclination thergfor, to remove, with all their effects, into 
Boston. Some of the inhabitants have., already left the 
Town, by permission of the General ; and under these cir- 
cumstances, should we issue the Order which has passed 
in Congress, it may put a stop to this unexpected favour- 
able event, and prevent the emancipation .of many thou- 
sands of friends to America. We .'nevertheless propose to 
detain the prisoners of war ; and if the General should not 
forfeit his plighted faith, to use all expedition in getting out 
the families and effects of our friends from Boston, that we 
may be at liberty to use our prisoners, and every other 
means in our power, for therelease of Mx,- Brown, as was 
intended. We have just heard that.the passages to and from 
Boston are again stopped ; but the occasion of this extra- 
ordinary manoeuvre, we cannot yet leaTn, ";_. " 

We are, with great respect, &c. 

To the Honourable 5 1 . HopMns, Esq., of Providence. 
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LETTER FROM THE COMMITTEE DP SAFETY TO THE 
SEVERAL TOWNS IS MASSACHUSETTS. 

Cambridge, April 28. 1775. 

Gentlemen : The barbarous murders committed on our 
innocent brethren on Wednesday the 19th instant, have 
made it absolutely necessary that we immediately, raise nn 
Army to defend our wives and children from the butcher- 
ing hands of an inhuman soldiery, who, Incensed at the 
obstacles they met with in their bloody progress, and en- 
raged at being repulsed from the field of slaughter, will, 
without doubt, take the first opportunity in their power to 
ravage this' devoted Country with fire and sword. We 
conjure, therefore, by all that is dear, by all that is sacred, 
that you give all assistance possible in forming the Army. 
Our all is at stake. Death and devastation are the. certain 
cdtisgcjuences of delay ; every moment is infinitely precious ; 
an hour lost may deluge your Country in blood, and entail 
perpetual slavery upon the few of your posterity who may 
survive the carnage. We beg and entreat, as you will an- 
swer It to yOur Country, tp your own consciences, and, 
above all, to God himself, that you will hasten and encou- 
rage", by all possible means, the enlistment of men to form 
the Army, and send them forward to Head Quarters at 
Cambridge, 'with that expedition which the vastjmportance 
and instant urgency of the affair demands. We are, &c. 



NEWBURYPORT COMMITTEE TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 
COMMITTEEOF WAR. 

Newburyport, April. 28, 1775. 
Sir : Mr. Christian Febiger, the bearer, has been a re- 
sident in this Town about three weeks. He came last from 
New-Haven, in Connecticut, and from what acquaintance 
we liave had with him, it appears that he is a person well 
acquainted with the art'military, and professes that since he 
is a Dane, he is willing to serve in the American Army for 
pay. He appeared very ready to assist in our late alarm. 
In behalf of the Committee. 

Jona._ Titcomb. 

To the Honourable the Chairman of the Committee of War. 



SELECTMEN OF SANDBORNTON TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE 
CONGRESS. 
- ■ ' Sandborntoii, April 28, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The messenger who bears this wahs upon 
you to request your advice at this critical and alarming 
juncture. We arein a State almost totally destitute of the 
proper means of.defence. People among us are extremely 
uneasy and greatly ajarrned! We have made repeated 
trials to furnish ourselves with ammunition, but without 
success. We therefore request such advice as you in your 
wisdom shall think fit, and such assistance as you may 
please to grant. . 

We are encouraged to make this application, as we 
understand the Province Store is opened, aad a barrel of 
Powder brought to Canterbury. We can assure you that 
it will be applied to no other use but our Country's defence, 
being determined to. resist all hostile attempts against our 
sacred and inyaluable privileges to the last extremity. 
We are, gentlemen, your most obedient humble servants, 
" . John Sandborn, 

Aaron Sandborn, 
Caleb Gilman. 
To the Honourable Congress convened at Exeter. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL GAGE. 

[Road before Congress, May 19, 1775.] 

Hartford, April 28, 1775. 

Sir: The alarming situation of pubhek affairs in this 
Country, and the late unfortunate transactions in the Prov- 
ince of the Massachusetts-Bay, have induced the General 
Assembly of this Colony, now sitting in this place, to ap- 
point.a Committee* of their body, to wait upon your Ex- 
cellency, and to .desire, me, in their name, to write to you, 
relative to those very interesting matters. 

The inhabitants of this Colony are. intimately connected 

* Doctor Johnson a,nd Oliver Wolcott, Esquire.. 

Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 



with the people of your Province, and esteem themselves 
bound, by the strongest ties of friendship, as' well as of 
Common interest, to regard w T ith attention whatever con- 
cerns them. You will not, therefore, be surprised that your 
first arrival at Boston, wirh a body of His Majesty's Troops, 
for the declared purpose of carrying into execution certain 
Acts of Parliament, which, in their apprehension, were un- 
constitutional and oppressive, should have given the good 
people of this Colony a very just and general alarm. Your 
subsequent proceedings in fortifying the Town of Boston, 
and other military preparations, greatly increased their ap- 
prehensions for the safety of their friends and brethren. 
They could not be unconcerned spectators of their suffer- 
ings in that which "they esteemed the common causer of 
this Country; but the late hostile and secret inroads of some 
of the Troops under your command, into the heart of the 
Country, and the violences they have commuted, have 
driven them almost to a state of desperation. They feel 
now, not only for their friends, but for themselves, and their 
dearest interests and connections. - " ■ ■■■'"» 

We wish not" to exaggerate; we are Tiot sure of every 
part of our information, but by the best intelligence that 
we have yet been able to obtain, the late transaction .was 
a most unprovoked attack upon the Jives and property of 
His Majesty's subjects ; and it is represented to us that such 
outrages have been committed as would disgrace even 
barbarians, and much more Britons, so highly famed for 
humanity as well as bravery. "■'". ." ■'-■'' 

It is feared, therefore, that we are devoted to .destruction, 
and that you have it in command and intention to rtyage 
and desolate the Country. If this is not the case, permit 
us to ask, why have these outrages been committed ? Why 
is" the Town of Boston now shut up? To what end are 
all the hostile preparations that are daily making? And 
. why do we continually Jiear of fresh destinations of Troops 
to this Country? The people of this Colony, you. may 
rely upon it, abhor the idea of taking up arms against the 
Troops of their Sovereign, and dread nothing so much as 
the horrours of a civil war. But, sir, at the same time we. 
' beg leave to assure your Excellency, that as they appre- 
hend themselves justified by the principle of self-defence, 
they are most firmly resolved to defend their rights and 
privileges to the last extremity ; nor will they be restrained 
from giving aid to their brethren, if any tnrjirstifiable attack 
is made upon them. - ._- - ;" : 

Be so good, therefore, as to explain yourself upon this 
most important subject, so far as is consistent iwilh your 
duty to our common Sovereign. Is there no way to pre- 
vent tins unhappy dispute from coming to extremities ? Is 
tbereno alternative but absolute submission, or the desola- 
tions of war? -By that hurnanity "which constitutes so 
amiable a part of your character, and for the honour of our 
Sovereign, and the glory of the British Empire, we en- 
treat you to prevent it if possible. Surely, ft is to be hoped 
that the temperate wisdom of the Empire might even yet 
find expedients to restore peace, that so" all parts of the 
Empire may enjoy their particular rights, honours, and im- 
munities. Certainly this is an event most devoutly to be 
wished; and will it not be consistent with your duty to 
suspend the operations of war on your part, and enable us 
on ours to quiet the minds of the people/at least till the 
result of some further deliberations may be known? 

The importance of the occasion will no doubt sufficiently 
apologize for the earnestness with which we address you, 
and any seeming impropriety which may attend it, as well 
as induce you to give us the most explicit and favourable 
answer in your power." 

I am, with great esteem .and respect, in behalf of the 
General Assembly, Sir, your most obedient servant. 

To his Excellency Thomas Gage, Esq. 



GENERAL GAGE TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULf,. .'"'". 

Boston, April_25, 1775. 
Sir : I transmit you herewith a circumktantiaLaccount 
of an unhappy affair that happened in this Province on the 
nineteenth instant, between His Majesty's Troops and the 
people of the country, whereby youwillsee the.pitch their 
leaders have worked them up to, even to commit hostilities 
upon the King's Troops when an opportunity offered. It 
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has long been said that this was their plan, and so it has 
turned out. 

I am, with regard and esteem, Sir, your most obedient 
humble servant, Tpos. Gage. 

. To the Honourable Governour Trumbull. 

A circumstantial Account of an Attack that happened on 
the }9tjh April, 1775, on His Majesty's Troops, by a 

, number of the People of the Province of the MasSA- 
CHUSETTS-BaY. „ 

t On Tuesday the 18th of April, about half-past ten at 
nigbt, Lieutenant Colonel Smith, of the Tenth Regiment, 
embarked from the Common, at Boston, with the Grena- 
diers and Light-Infantry of the Troops there, and landed 
oh the opposite side; from whence he began his march to- 
wards Concord, where he was ordered to destroy a maga- 
zine of military stores, deposited there for the use of an 
Army to be assembled in order to act against His Majesty 
and his Government, _ The Colonel called his officers to-. 
gether, and gave orders that the Troops should not fire 
unless fired upon ; and after marching a few miles, detached 
six Companies of Light-Infantry, under the command of 
Major Pitcairn, to take possession of two bridges on the 
other .side . _ojf Comord, Soon after, they heard many sig- 
nal guns, and the ringing of alarm-bells repeatedly, which 
convinced them that the country was rising to oppose them, 
and that it was a preconcerted scheme to oppose the King's. 
Troops, whenever there should, be a favourable opportunity 
fork. About three o'clock the next morning, the Troops 
being advanced! within tvyb ixulesot Lexington, intelligence 
was received that about five hundred men in arms were 
assembled, and determined to oppose the King's Troops ; 
and on Major Pitcairn' s galloping up to the head of the 
advanced Companies, two officers informed him that a man 
(advanced from those that were assembled) had presented 
his mlijket, and attempted to, shoot them, but the piece 
flashed in the pan. On this the Major gave directions to 
the Troops to move forward, but an no account to fire, nor 
even, to attempt it without orders. When they arrived at 
the end of the village, they observed about two hundred 
.armed men drawn up on a green, and when the Troops 
came within one hundred yards of thein, they began to file 
off towards some stone walls on their right flank ; the Light- 
Infantry" observing this, ran after them. The Major in- 
stantly called to the soldiers not to fire, but to surround and 
disarm them v .Some of them who.had jumped over a wall, 
then, fired. Jour pr five shot. at the Troops, wounded a man 
of the Tenth, Regiment, and the Major's horse in two 
places, and at the. same time several shots were fired from 
\ meeting-house on the left. Upon this, without any order 
or regularity, the Light-Infantry began a scattered fire, and 
killed several of the country people, but were silenced as 
soon asthe.autliQrity.of their officers could make them... 
> After this, Colonel Smith marched up with the remainder 
of the. dejachm_ent, and the whole body proceeded to Con- 
cord, where they arrived about nine o'clock, without any 
thing further happening ; but vast numbers of armed peo- 
ple were seen assembling oh all the heights. While Colonel 
Smith, with the Grenadiers and part of the Light-Infantry-, 
remain ed af Concord to search for cannon, kc, there, he 
detached Captain Parsons, with six light companies, to 
securea, bridge at some distance from Concord, and to pro- 
ceed from thence to certain houses, where it was supposed 
there was cannon andammunition. Captain Parsons, in 

EurSuance of these orders, posted three companies at the 
ridge, and on some heights near it, under the command 
of Captain Laurie, of the Forty-Third Regiment, and with 
the remainder went and destroyed some cannon-wheels, 
powder, and ball, The people still continued increasing 
on the heights, and in about an hour after, a large body of 
therri began to move towards the bridge. The light com- 
panies of the Fourth and Tenth then descended andjoined 
Captain Laurie. The people continued to advance in great 
numb ers, an d fired upon the King's Troops; killed three 
men, ^StrnTled four officers, one sergeant, and four pri- 
vates ;"'up6n which (after returning the fire) Captain Laurie 
and his officers thought it prudent to retreat towards the 
rnEjhi body at Concord, and were soon joined by two com- 
panies of Grenadiers, .When Captain Parsons returned 
with the three Companies over the bridge, they observed 



three soldiers on the ground, one of themscalped, his head 
much mangled, and his ears cut off, though pot quite dead — 
a sight which struck the soldiers with honour. Captain 
Parsons marched on and joined the main body, who were 
only waiting for his coming up to march back to Boston. 
Colonel Smith had executed bis orders, without opposition, 
by destroying all the military stores he could find. Both 
the Colonel and Major Pitcairn having taken all possible 
pains to convince the inhabitants that no injury was intended 
them, and that if they opened their doors when inquired, 
to search for said stores, not the slightest mischief should 
be donie. Neither had any of the people the least occa- 
sion to complain ; but they were sujky, and one of. them 
even struck Major Pitcairn. 

Except upon Captain Laurie at the bridge, no hostilities 
happened from the affair at Lexington, until the Troops 
began their march back, _ As soon as the. Troops had got 
out of the Town of Concord, they received, a heavy fire 
T>n them from all sides— from walls, fences, houses, trees, 
barns, &c, which continued, without intermission, till they 
met the First Brigade, with two field-pieces, Trear Lexing- 
ton, ordered .out under the command of Lord. Percy to sup- 
port them. Upon the firing of the field-pieces, the people's 
fire was for a while silenced ; but as they still continued to 
increase greatly in numbers, they fired again, as before, 
from all places where they could find cover, upon the whole 
body, and continued so doing for the space of fifteen miles. 
Notwithstanding their numbers, they did not attack openly 
during the whole day, but kept under cover on all occasions. 
The Troops were very much fatigued ; the greater part of 
thern having been under arms all night, and made a march 
of upwards of forty miles before they arrived at Charles- 
town, from whence they were ferried over to Boston. 

The Troops had above fifty killed, and many more 
wouu.ded; reports are various about .the loss sustained by 
the country people ; some make it very considerable, others 
not so much. ■ ■' ' 

Williamsbprgh", May 20, 1T7S- 
Account of an Attack upon a body of the King's Troops, 
by a number of People of the Province of Massachu- 
setts-Bay, on the 1 9th of April, transmitted by Gene- 
ral Gage to Lord Dcnmob'e, Governour of Virginia. 
General Gage having received intelligence that a con- 
siderable magazine of. military stores was forming at Con- 
cord, for an Army which was to assemble there .in o^der to 
act against His Majesty and his Government, thought pro- 
per to order the Grenadiers and light companies of the 
Regiments* at Boston, under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Smith, of the Tenth Regiment, to march to the 
Town of Concord, nand to destroy all the military stores 
they might find there. Pursuant to these, orders. Lieutenant 
Colonel Smith crossed, about tea o'clock at night, from the 
Common to. the opposite side, and began his march towards 
Concord, having first given strict charge to all his officers . 
that they should, on no account, suffer.any of their men to 
fire upon any inhabitants, unless they were first attacked by 
them. The advanced guard, consisting of six companies 
of Light-Infantry, under Major Pitcairn, bad proceeded to 
within two miles of Lexington, when they received intelli- 
gence that five hundred men were drawn, together,, and 
se'emed determined to oppose the Troops; at the same 
time many signal guns were fired from different places, 
bells were Set ringing, and the country every where alarm- 
ed. As the party under Major Pitcairn advanced towards 
Lexington, a man presented his piece at the officer. m the 
front, but it flashed in the pan ; and when the party reached 
the end of the village, they discovered about : two hundred 
men under arms, and drawn up on a green, who waited 
till the Troops came within about one hundred yards of 
them, and then filed off to their right, and posted them- 
selves behind some stonewalls. Upon which the soldiers 
ran up towards them, and Major Pitcairn called put to them 
not to fire, but to surround and disarm them ; but the 
others having got over the walls, fired from behind them 
four or five shot at the Troops, which wounded a man of 
the Tenth Regiment, and the Major's horse in two places ; 
at the same time several shot were fired from a meeting- 
house adjoining. Upon this, without any order or regu- 
larity, the soldiers began a scattered fire, and killed several 
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of the country people, but they were soon stopped by their" 
officers. 

Colonel Smith came up with the rest of the detachment, 
and they proceeded together to Concord, where they ar- 
rived about nine o'clock in the morning, and while he was 
putting his orders into execution, in destroying the maga- 
zine which was found there, he detached a party of six 
companies of Light-Infantry to secure a bridge at some 
little distance from the Town, and to destroy some ammu- 
nition which they were informed was in several houses 
thereabouts. This detachment was commanded by Capt. 
Parsons, of the Tenth Regiment, who, leaving three com- 
panies at the bridge, with the remainder went in search of 
and destroyed a quantity of powder, ball, and cannon- 
wheels, which he found. In the mean time a great num- 
ber of the country people assembled about this party, and 
fired upon the three, companies posted at the bridge — 
killed three men, wounded four officers, one sergeant, and 
four privates. The Troops returned the fire, and retreated 
towards their main body at Concord, and were soon fol- 
lowed by Captain Parsons and the other three Companies, 
who, in passing over the bridge, found three soldiers lying 
on the ground, one of whom had been scalped, his head 
much mangled, and his ears cut off, though not quite dead. 

Lieutenant Colonel Smith being joined by this party, 
and having completed the business which had been the ob- 
ject of this design, quitted Concord on his return to Boston ; 
but as soon as he had got without the place, he found him- 
self attacked op all sides from the walls, houses, barns, 
trees, and every place that afforded cover, and a heavy 
fire continued upon the Troops until they were met by 
Lord Percy with his Brigade and two field-pieces, upon 
the firing of which the country people concealed them- 
selves, and ceased. But as soon as the Troops put them- 
selves in march they were again attacked as before, and 
without intermission, till the Troops reached Charlestown, 
from whence they were ferried over to Boston. 

The Troops made several halts and returned the fire of 
the country people, who, however, kept themselves en- 
tirely covered and concealed, and did not make the least 
attempt to show themselves, or venture a close engagement. 
The Troops lost fifty men killed, and many more are 
wounded ; the loss sustained by the others is not. known ; 
some accounts make it very considerable, others little or 
nothing. 

'ACCOUNT OF AN ATTACK ON THE INHABITANTS OF MASSA- 
CHUSETTS BY THE BRITISH TROOPS, ACTING UNDER 
THE ORDERS 6~F GENERAL EACE, ON THE 19th OF 
APRIL, 1775. 

Worcester, Massachusetts, May 3, 1775. 

Americans, for ever bear in mind the battle of Lexing- 
ton, where British Troops, unmolested and unprovoked, 
wantonly, and in a most inhuman manner, fired upon and 
killed a number of our countrymen, then robbed them of 
their provisions, ransacked, plundered, and burnt their 
houses ! Nor could the tears of defenceless women, some 
of whom were in the pains of childbirth, the cries of help- 
less babes, nor the prayers of old age, confined to beds of 
sickness, appease their thirst for blood, or divert them from 
their design of murder and robbery ! 

The particulars of this alarming event will, we are credi- 
bly informed, be soon published by authority, as a Com- 
mittee of the Provincial Congress have been appointed to 
make special inquiry, and to take the depositions, on oath, 
of such as are knowing to the matter. In the mean time, 
to satisfy the expectation of our readers, we have collected 
from those whose veracity is unquestioned the following 
account, viz : 

A few days before the battle, the Grenadier and Light- 
Infantry Companies were all drafted from the several 
Regiments in [Boston, and put under the command of an 
Officer, and it was observed that most of the transports 
and other boats were put together, and fitted for immedi- 
ate service. This manoeuvre gave rise to a suspicion that 
some formidable expedition was intended by the soldiery, 
but what or where, the inhabitants could not determine; 
however, the town-watches in Boston, Charlestown, 
Cambridge, &c, were ordered to look well to the landing 
places. About ten o'clock on the night of the 18th of 
April, the Troops in Boston were discovered to be on the 



move in a .very' secret manner, and jt was found they were 
embarking in boats (which they privately brought to the 
place in the evening) at the bottom of the t^oronion ; ex- 
presses sat off immediately to alarm the country, that they 
might be on their guard. When the expresses got about 
a mile beyond Lexington, they were stopped by about 
fourteen officers on horseback, who came- out of Boston 
in the afternoon of that day, and were seen lurking in 
by-places in the country till after dark. One of the ex- 
presses immediately fled, and was pursued two miles by an 
officer, who, when he had got up with him, presented a 
pistol, and told him he was a dead man if he did not stop ; 
but he rode on until he came up to a house, when, stop- 
ping of a sudden, his horse threw him off. Having the 
presence of mind to halloo to the people in the house, 
"Turn out! turn out! I have got one of them," the offi- 
cerimmediately retreated as fast as he had pursued. The 
other express, after passing through a strict examination, 
by some means got clear. 

The body of the Troops in the mean time, under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Smith, had crossed the 
river, and landed at Phipps's farm- They immediately, 
to the number of one thousand, proceeded to Lexnigton, 
six miles below Concord, with great silence. A Company 
of Militia, of about eighty men, mustered near the meeting- 
house ; the Troops came in sight of them just before" sun- 
rise ; the Militia, upon seeing the. Troops, began to dis- 
perse ; the Troops then sat out upon the run, hallooing and 
huzzaing, and coming within a few rods of them, the com- 
manding officer accosted the Militia in words to this effect : 
"Disperse, you damn'd rebels! damn you, disperse!*' 
Upon which the Troops again huzzaed, and immediately 
one o.r two officers discharged their pistols, which were 
instantaneously followed by the firing of four or five of the 
soldiers, and then there seemed to be a general discharge 
from the whole body. It is to be noticed they fired upon 
our people as they were dispersing, agreeable to their com- 
mand, and that we did not even return the fire; eight of 
our men were killed, and nine wounded... The Troops 
then laughed, and damned the Yankees, and said they 
could not bear the smell of gunpowder. A little after 
this the Troops renewed their march to Concord, where, 
when they arrived, they divided into parties, and went di- 
rectly to several places where the Province stores were 
deposited. Each party was supposed to have a tory pilot. 
One party went into the jail yard, and spiked up and 
otherwise damaged two cannon belonging to the Province, 
and broke and set fire to the carriages. They then enter- 
ed a store and rolled out about a hundred barrels of flour, 
which they unheaded, and emptied about forty in the 
river; at the same time others were entering houses and 
shops, and unheading barrels, chests, &cc, the property "of 
private persons; some took possession of the Town- 
House, to which they set fire, but was extinguished by our 
people without much hurt. Another party of the Troop? 
went and took possessjon of the North bridge. About one 
hundred and fifty "Provincials, who mustered upon the 
alarm, coming towards the bridge, the Troops fired upon 
them without ceremony, and killed two upon the spot ! 
(Thus did the Troops of Britain's King fire first at two 
several times upon his loyal American subjects, and put a' 
period to ten lives, before one gun was fired upon them.) 
Our people then returned the fire, and obliged the Troops 
to retreat, who were soon joined by their other parties, but 
finding they were still pursued, the whole body retreated 
back to Lexington, both Provincials and Troops firing as 
they went. During this time an express from the Troops 
was sent to General Gage, who, thereupon, sent out a 
reinforcement of about fourteen hundred men, p under tbe_ 
command of Earl Percy, with two field-pieces.* Upon 
the arrival of this reinforcement at Lexington, just as the 
retreating party had got there, they made a. stand, picked 
up their dead, and took all the carriages they could find 

* When the Second Brigade marched out of Boston to jeinforce the 
First, nothing was played by the Fifes and Drums but Yankee Doodle, 
(which had become their favourite tune ever since that notable exploit, 
which did such honour to the Troops of Britain's King, of - tarring and 
feathering a poor countryman in Boston, and parading with him 
through the principal streets, under arms, with their bayonets fixed.)"* 
Upon their return to Boston, one. asked his brother officer how he 
liked the tune now ? " Damn them, (returned he,) they made us dance 
it till we were tired." Since which Yankee Doodle sounds less'swe:t 
to their ears. 
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and put their wounded thereon; others of them, to their 
eternal disgrace be it spoken, were robbing and setting 
houses on fire, and discharging their cannon at the meet- 
ing-house. Whilst they were thus employed, a number 
of our people attacked a party of twelve of the enemy, 
(carrying stores and provisions to the Troops,) killed one 
of them, and took possession of their arms, stores, provi- 
sions, he, without any loss on our side. The enemy 
having halted about an hour at Lexington, found it neces- 
sary to make a second retreat, carrying with them many of 
their dead and wounded. They continued their retreat 
from Lexington to Charlestown with great precipitation ; 
our people continued the pursuit,* firing till they got to 
Charlestown Neck, (which they reached a little after sun- 
set,) over which the enemy passed, proceeded up Bunker's 
Hill, and the next day went into Boston under the pro- 
tection of the Somerset Man-of-War of sixty-four guns. 

A young man, unarmed, who was taken prisoner by the 
enemy, and made to assist in carrying off their wounded, 
"says that he saw a barber who lives in Boston, thought to 
be one Warden, with the Troops, and that he heard 
them ~say he war one of their pilots. He likewise saw the 
said barber fire twice upon our people, and heard Earl 
Percy order the Troops to fire the houses. He also in- 
forms that several officers were among the wounded who 
were carried " to Boston, where our informant was dismissed. 
They took two of our men prisoners in battle, who are now 
confined in barracks. 

Immediately upon the return of the Troops to Boston, 
all communication to and from the Town was stopped by 
General Gage. The Provincials, who .flew to the assist- 
ance of their distressed countrymen, are posted in Cam-' 
bridge, Charlestown, Roxbury, Watertown, &c, and have 
placed guards on Roxbury Neck, within gun-shot of the 
enemyy guards are also placed every where in view of the 
Town, to observe the motion of the King's Troops. The 
council of war, and the different Committees of Safety and 
Supplies set at Cambridge, and the Provincial Congress 
at Watertown. The Troops in Boston are fortifying the 
place Tjn all sides, and a Frigate-of-War is stationed up 
Cambridge River, and a sixty-four gun Ship between Bos- 
ton and Charlestown. 

Deacon Joseph Loring's house and barn, Mrs. Mulli- 
kin's house and shop, and Mr. Joshua Bond's house and 
shop in Lexington, were all consumed. They also set fire 
to several other houses, but our people extinguished the 
flames. They pillaged almost every house they passed by, 
breaking and destroying doors, windows, glasses, &c, and 
caifying ofF clothing and other valuable effects. It appear- 
ed to be their design to burn and destroy all before them; 
and nothing but our vigorous pursuit prevented their infer- 
nal purposes from being put in execution. But the savage 
barbarity exercised upon the bodies of our unfortunate 
brethren who fell, is almost incredible. Not content with 
shooting down" the unarmed, aged, and infirm, they disre- 
garded the cries of the wounded, killing them without 
mercy, and mangling their bodies in the most shocking 
manner. 

We have the pleasure to say that, notwithstanding the 
highest provocations given by the enemy, not one instance 
of cruelty, that, we have heard of, was committed by our 
Militia ; but listening to the merciful dictates of the Christian 
religion, they" "breathed higher sentiments of humanity." 



EXTRACTS FROM SEVERAL INTERCEPTED LETTERS OF THE 
SOLDIERY IN BOSTON. 
' -" Boston; April 38, 1775. 

^ I am weJ 1 , all hut the wound I received through the leg 
by a ball from one of the Bostonians. At the time I 

* An American Soldier, who had received a wound in his breast in 
pursuing General Gage's Troops, on the 19th of April, supported his 
body against a. tree. A. brother Soldier came up to, him, and offered 
him assistance. " Pursue the enemy," said the wounded man. With 
these word s^on his lips, he fell back and died. 

A gentl eman who travelled lately through Connecticut, informs us 
that he me t wi th an old gentlewoman, who told him that she had fitted 
out and sent five .sons and eleven grandsons to Boston, when she heard 
of the. engagement between the Provincials and "Regulars, The gen- 
tleman askedjier, if she did not shed a tear at parting with them?. 
""■No, (said she,) X never parted with them with more pleasure." But 
suppose, said the gentleman, they had all been killed. " I had rather 
(said the noble matron) tills had boon the case, than that one of then, 
had come back a co\yard." 



wrote to you from Quebeck I had the. strongest assurance 
of going home, but the laying the tax on the New-Eng- 
land people caused us to be ordered for Boston, where we 
remained in peace with the inhabitants, till on the night of 
the 18th of April twenty-one companies of Grenadiers 
and Light-Infantry were ordered into the country about 
eighteen miles, where, between four and five o'clock in the 
morning, we met an incredible number of people of the 
country in arms against us. Colonel Smith, of the Tenth 
Regiment, ordered us to rush on them with our bayonets 
fixed, at which time some of the peasants fired on us, and 
our men returning the fire, the engagement begun. They 
did not fight us like a regular army, only like savages, 
behind trees and stone walls, and out of the woods and 
houses, where in the latter, we killed numbers of them, as 
well as in the woods and fields. The engagement hegaii 
between four and five in the morning, and lasted till eight 
at night. I cannot be sure when you will get another 
letter from me, as this extensive Continent is all in arms 
against us. These people are very numerous, and full .as 
bad as the Indians for scalping and cutting the dead men's 
ears and noses ofF, and those they get alive, that are 
wounded, and cannot get off the ground. 

- " Boston, April 28, 1775. 
The Grenadiers and Light-Infantry marched for Con- 
cord, where were powder and ball, arms, and cannon 
mounted on carriages ; but before we could destroy them 
all, we were fired on by the country people, who, not 
brought up in. our military way, as ourselves, we were sur- 
rounded always in the woods. The firing was very hot on 
both sides. About two in the afternoon the Second Bri- 
gade came up, which were four Regiments and part of the 
Artillery, which were of no use to us, as the enemy were 
in the woods; and when we. found. they fired from the 
houses, we set them on fire, and they ran to the woods 
like devils. We were obliged to retreat to Boston again, 
over Charles River, our ammunition being all fired away. 
We had one hundred and fifty men wounded and killed, 
and some taken prisoners; we were forced to leave some 
behind, who were wounded. We got back to J3oston 
about three o'clock next morning, and them that were able 
to walk were forced to mount guard, and lie in the field. 
I never broke my fast for forty-eight hours, for we carried 
no provisions, and thought to be. back next morning. 1 
had my hat shot ofF my head three times, two balls went 
through my coaF, and carried away my bayonet by my 
side, and was near being killed. The people of Boston 
are in great trouble, for General Gage will not let the 
Town's people go out. Direct for me to Chatham's divi- 
sion of Marines. 

Boston, April 30, 1775. 

Dear Parents : Before this Teaches you, you may 
hear that our regiment has been engaged with the Pro- 
vincials. The Grenadiers and Light-Infantry marched 
about nine at night. At six next morning four hundred 
and twenty-three soldiers, and forty-seven marines, in all 
fifteen hundred, marched to reinforce the Grenadiers and 
Light-Infantry, joined about one o'clock, and found them 
not engaged, which they had been eight hours before; for 
we had two pieces of. cannon, which made us march slow. 
As soon as we came up we fired the cannon, which brought 
them from behind the trees, for we did not fight as you did 
in Germany, as we could not see above, ten in a body, for 
they were behind trees and walls, and fired at us, and then 
loaded on their bellies. We had thirty-six rounds, which 
obliged us to go home that night, and as .we came along 
they got. before us and fired at us out of the houses, and 
killed and wounded a great many of us, but we levelled 
their houses as we came along. It was thought there 
were about six thousand at first, and at night double that 
number. The King's Troops lost in killed ..and. wounded 
one hundred and fifty, and the Americans five hundred 
men, women, and children, for there wascx number of 
women.and children burnt in their houses.7- Our regiment 
has five killed and thirty-one wounded, particularly Col- 
onel Bernard in the thigh, which all the regiment is ^orry 
for. The shot flew thick. I got a wounded man's gun, 
and killed two of them, as I am sure of. We have been 
busyin fortifying the Town ever sincewe engaged, and in 



i- A- mMiiit**iiti**mm 



MmM im ,j^mwilimamatui»iiimmm 



■ .il-'TniTdiiii ill 1 



■feu*? 



mem 



il i i itui 



441 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS/ fee, APRIL, H75, 



142 



a few days we expect a good many more Troops from 
England, and then we shall surely burn the whole Coun- 
try before us, if they do not submit, which I do not ima- 
gine they will do, for they are an obstinate set of people. 
Tell Bill if he comes to Boston he may have a wife in 
every house he comes to, for the women are left at home 
while, the men go to fight the soldiers. They have formed 
an army, and keep guard close to our works, so that oar 
centries can talk together at ease. We were engaged from 
six to six. The whole Country is in arms against us, and 
they are headed by two of the Generals that headed our 
army last war ; their names are Ward and Putnam. 
We have a great deal of shipping, but they are of little 
service, only to cover the Town, cannon and Troops, 
except the small schooners that go up in the creeks and 
destroy them, which they have done many of them. 
There is no market in Boston, the inhabitants all starv- 
ing ; the soldiers live on salt provisions, and the officers 
are supplied by the men-of-war cutters, 'who go up the 
creeks and take live cattle and sheep wherever they 
find them. We vex the Americans very much, by cut- 
ting down their liberty poles and alarm posts. We have 
had a great many died in our Regiment last winter, so that 
what with wounded men, and what have deserted, we have 
not three hundred men ; and duty is so hard that we come 
off guard in the morning, and mount picket at night. 

Boston, April 25, 1775. 

Honoured Mother: The rebels, when we came to 
Concord, burnt their stores, fired upon the King's Troops, 
and a smart engagement ensued. About two o'clock our 
Brigade came up to them, where we engaged and contin- 
ued fighting and retreating towards Boston. The rebels 
were monstrous numerous, and surrounded us on every 
side; when they came. up we gave them a smart fire, but 
they never would engage us properly. We killed some 
hundreds and burnt some of their houses. 1 received a 
wound in my head. The Troops are in Boston, and sur- 
rounded on the land side by the rebels, who are very numer- 
ous, and fully determined to lose their lives and fortunes, 
rather than be taxed by England. We had thirty-four 
killed and wounded ; I suppose the King's Troops in all 
about one hundred and sixty. In case they take Boston, 
the Troops will retire on board the Men-of-War, and then 
the Men-of-War will burn the Town, and remain till more 
Troops come from England, and then conquer them ; so 
their estates and lives will be forfeited. There are only 
four thousand soldiers, and about fifty or sixty thousand of 
them. 

Boston, May 2, 1775. 

Loving Brothers and Sisters: The 19th of April 
the engagement happened, and my husband was wounded 
and taken prisoner, but they use him well, and 1 am striv- 
ing to get to him, as he is very dangerous ; but it is almost 
impossible to get out or in, or to get any thing, for we are 
forced to live on salt provisions entirely, and they are 
building batteries round the Town, and so are we, for we 
are expecting them to storm us, and are expecting more 
Troops every day. My husband is now lying in one of 
their hospitals, at a place called Cambridge, and there are 
now forty or fifty thousand of them gathered together, and 
we are not four thousand at most. It is very troublesome 
times, for we. are expecting the Town to be burnt down 
every day, and I believe we are sold ; and I hear my hus- 
band's leg is broke, and my heart is broke* 



,V SERIOUS ADMONITION TO THE INHABITANTS OF WIL- 
LI AM SBURGH. 

Williamsburgh, Va., April 29, 1775. 

Friends and Fellow- Citizens ': , 

Permit one who sincerely wishes the prosperity of his 
Country, to address you on a subject of great importance, 
which has engaged the attention of us all, though the effects 
it has produced in our minds seem not to be of the same 
impression. 

Some, I find, consider the Governour's ordering the 
removal of the powder from the magazine an illegal act, 
that as such it might be resisted ; and the rage of patrio- 
tism has been carried so far as even to occasion a tumult 
directed to that end. What the consequences might have 



been, I tremble to think of; and earnestly congratulate 
you, and my Country in general, that 3 stop has been put 
to this scene of confusion by the virtuous and zealous in- 
terposition of some of our worthy inhabitants. I feel par- 
ticular pleasure, too, in reflecting, that those who, in an 
unguarded moment were for carrying things the farthest, 
have not yet advanced, so far as to be impenetrable to the 
still voice of reason. Though we had committed our un- 
ruddered bark to the mercy of a stormy ocean, we have 
providentially recovered the firmer element, on which we 
may tread in security and peace; and here let us rest. 

Anxious, my friends, for every thing which is necessary 
to our welfare, suffer me to observe, that even admitting 
the powder which was removed to have been purchased 
by this Country, (a fact I do pot pretend to be acquainted 
with,) yet the money given for that purpose could be con- 
stitutionally given only to the King. The powder must 
therefore be under his direction, to be employed indeed for 
the benefit of the Country ; but how, and in what manner, 
as long as our Government exists, is in the discretion of 
the King, or of his Representatives. ._ It is true, Kings 
have sometimes violated the most sacred trust, and in the 
course of their Government have chose rather to build on 
a discretionary power originating in themselves, than on 
that fiduciary and limited authority which is derived from 
the people. Instances _of this sort we have had, and fatal 
instances we have had too of the. resentment of the peo- 
ple on account, of their abused .rights ; but no man ac- 
quainted with that part of our history will, in his cooler 
moments, think it right to fly in an outrageous manner in 
the face of Government, upon every occasion" when there 
may be real cause of complaint. A decent representa- 
tion of grievances ought certainly to precede, and much, 
very much, ought to be borne before the people can be 
justified in resorting to their natural power, in the reclaim- 
ing of which so much disorder and confusion must neces- 
sarily arise. ---■'-_ ~"',~~::~ 

How frantick, then, would it appear in us to think of 
acting on the idea of reverted power, and of appealing to 
Heaven upon no other inducement than the Governour's 
exertion of a right certainly vested in him by the Consti- 
tution, which, for what "we know, might have been neces- 
sary to our welfare, and which, after the. information his 
Excellency has been pleased to give to the Corporation, 
cannot, without the most causeless breach of good manners 
to him as a man, and of that respect and decorum which 
are due to him as our Governour,be conceived not to have 
been, so, at least in his Lordship's opinion. 

Understanding, however, that though a stop has been 
happily put to the commotions first occasioned by this affair, 
there n's still a leaven of discontent among a few of us, 
which, without some seasonable ,. address, might possibly 
spread, and break out into fresh disorder j I hope it will be 
taken in good part that I thus venture to commit my 
sentiments to the examination of every friend of order. 

I beg leave to conclude by observing, that whatever 
opinions we may hold with respect to the British Parlia- 
ment, I have never yet heard it. doubted, whether we are 
not bound to the King by the most sacred tie of allegiance; 
and I trust we shall all join hand and heart in proving our- 
selves, as we have always hitherto been, among the most 
loyal of his subjects. _ " Civis. 



OFFICERS OF ALBEMARLE VOLUNTEERS TO .'"COLONEL 
GEORGE WASHINGTON. " . ' 

Charlottesville, April 29, 1775. 

Sir: The County of Albemarle in general, and the 
Gentlemen Volunteers in particular, are truly alarmed and 
highly incensed with the unjustifiable proceedings of Lord 
Dunmore, who, we are informed, has clandestinely taken 
possession of our ammunition lodged in the Magazine. 
We should have attended at Frcderidcsburgh, in order to 
have proceeded to Williamsburgh to demand a return of 
the powder, had the alarm reached us before air a ccount 
of security being given for its delivery. However, to as- 
sure you and the world of our readiness and willingness to 
resent any encroachment of arbitrary power, we now de- 
clare to you, should.it be necessary, that the First Com- 
pany of Independents for Albemarle will attend in Wil- 
liamsburgh, properly equipped, and prepared to enforce an 
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immediate delivery of the powder, (if not to be obtained 
otherwise) or die in the attempt. With respect, we re- 
main ready to obey your commands. 

Charles Lewis, Captain, 
George Gilmer, Lieutenant, 
John Marks, Second Lieutenant, 

P. S. The Company will stand under arms all day on 
Tuesday waiting your answer. 



FREDERICKSBURGH (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

Saturday, April 29, 1775. 

At a Council of one hundred and two Members, Dele- 
gates of the Provincial Convention, Officers, and special 
"•F Deputies of fourteen Companies of Light-Horse, consist- 

ing of upwards of six hundred well-armed and disciplined 
men, friends of Constitutional Liberty and America, now 
rendezvoused here in consequence of an alarm occasioned 
by the, Powder being removed from the County Magazine, 
in the City of Williamsburgh , in the night of Thursday the 
21st instant, and deposited on board an armed Schooner, 
by order of h is Excellency the Governour ; 

. The Council having before them the several matters, of 
intelligence respecting this transaction, and particularly a 
Letter from the Honourable Peyton Randolph, Esquire, 
Speaker of the late House of Burgesses of Virginia, re- 
ceived here last night by an express despatched to Wil- 
liamsburgh for the purpose of gaining intelligence, inform- 
ing that the gentlemen of the City of Williamsburgh and 
neighbourhood have had full assurance from his Excellency 
that this affair will be accommodated, and advising that the 
gentlemen assembled here should proceed no further at this 
time... This Council came to the following determination, 
and offer the same as. their advice to those publick spirited 
gentlemen, friends to British Liberty and America, who 
have honoured them, by this appointment: Highly con- 
demning the conduct of the Governour on this occasion, as 
impolitick, and justly alarming to the good people of this 
Colony, tending to destroy all confidence in Government, 
and to widen the unhappy breach between Great Britain 
and her Colonies, ill-timed and totally unnecessary, con- 
sider this instance as a full proof, that no opinion which 
may be formed of the good intentions of a Governour in 
private life, can afford security to our injured and oppressed 
Country ; but that obedience to arbitrary and ministerial 
mandates, and, the most tyrannical and oppressive system 
of Government,*must be the fatal line of conduct of all His 
Majesty's present servants in America. At the same time 
justly dreading the horrours of a civil war, influenced by mo- 
tives of the strongest affection to our fellow-subjects of Great 
Britain, most ardently wishing to heal our mutual wounds, 
and .th.gre|Qre__ preferring peaceable measures, whilst the 
least hope of reconciliation remains, do advise that the 
several companies now rendezvoused here do return to 
their respective homes ; but considering the just rights and 
liberty of America to be greatly endangered by the violent 
and hostile proceedings of an arbitrary Ministry, and being 
. firmly resolved to resist such attempts at the utmost hazard 
of our lives and fortunes, we do now pledge ourselves to 
each other to be in readiness, at a moment's warning, to 
reassemble, and by force of arms, to defend the Law, the 
Liberty, and Rights of this or any sister Colony, from un- 
just and wicked invasion. 

Ordered, That expresses be despatched to the Troops 
assembled at the Bowling Green, and also to the Compa- 
nies from Frederick, Berkley, JJunmore, and such other 
Counties as are now on their march, to return them thanks 
for their cheerful offer of service, and to acquaint them 
^_ with the^determination now taken. 

Gor> save" the Liberties of America. 

The foregoing Determination of Council haying been 
read, at the head of ea.ch Company r , Was cordially and 
unanimously approved. 



_; JOHN DICKINSON TO ARTHUR LEE. 

.....-', , - Fjir.hill, April 29, 1775. 

Dear Sir;. The "immcdicabile vulnus" is at length 
struck. The rescript to .our Petition is written in blood. 
The Impious war of tyranny against innocence has com- 
menced in the neighbourhood of Boston. 



.We have not yet received any authentick accounts, but 
I will briefly mention the most material parts of the rela- 
tions that have reached us. 

General Gage having lately received despatches from 
England, gave orders on Saturday, the 15th of this month, 
that the Grenadiers and Light-Infantry should be excused 
from duty until further orders. Some of the inhabitants of 
the Town being alarmed by this circumstance, observed 
between ten and eleven o'clock on Tuesday night follow- 
ing, those bodies to be moving with great silence towards 
that water which is usually crossed in going to Cambridge. 
Notice of this movement was immediately conveyed into 
the country. The Troops mentioned embarked In boats, 
and landed at Cambridge, about four or five miles from 
Boston. From thence they marched, on Wednesday the 
19th, in the morning, to Lexington, about twelve miles 
from Boston. At this place they found some Provincials 
exercising. The commander of the party ordered .them 
to disperse. They did not. One of them said he was on 
his own ground ; that they injured no peTSon, and could 
not hurt any one, for they had no ammunition with them. 
The word was given, and the brave Britons, emulating no 
doubt the glorious achievements of their ancestors, gallantly- 
gave fire upon those who were exercising, killed some, and 
put the rest to flight. This victory was gained ty the 
Grenadiers and Light-Infantry, without the assistance of 
any other corps, though their numbers, it is said, did not 
exceed a thousand, and the Provincials amounted to at 
least, as it is reported, twenty-five or thirty men ! 

From Lexington the victors pursued their march to Con- 
cord, about twenty miles from Boston, where they destroy- 
ed a small Magazine, and set fire to the Court-House. By 
this time two or three hundred of .the inhabitants were col- 
lected, and an engagement began. The Troops soon re- 
treated, and lost two pieces of cannon, which they had 
seized. 

General Gage receiving intelligence of this engagement, 
or of the murder at Lexington, between eight and nine 
o'clock on Wednesday morning, sent out a Brigade under 
Lord Percy, consisting of the Marines, the Welsh Fusileers, 
the fourth, thirty-eighth, and forty-seventh Regiments, with 
two field-pieces. The Grenadiers and. Xight-Infantry, 
still retreating, met his Lordship advancing to their relief; 
but the place of meeting is uncertain, supposed to be about 
five or six miles from Boston. The numbers of the coun- 
try people being also now increased, a very warm contest 
ensued. The Provincials fought as desperate men. The 
Regulars bore the attack awhile, still retreating, but at 
length broke, and retired in the utmost confusion to a hill 
called Bunker's Hill, not far from Charlestown, which place 
is situated opposite to Boston, on the other side of Cliarles 
River. About a mile from the hill, one vessel-of-war, if 
not more, was stationed to cover the retreat into Charles- 
town down to the water-side, in orderto pass over to Bos- 
ton. In the retreat of this one mile, it is said the Regulars 
lost twelve officers and two hundred privates... The Pro- 
vincials, afraid of the shipping's firing on Charlestoxon, and 
of hurting the Town's people, stopped the pursuit. 

On the whole, the accounts say the Regulars, had about 
five hundred men killed, and many are wounded and pri- 
soners. The advices by several expresses are positive, that 
Lord Percy is killed, which gives great and general grief 
here, and also General Haldimand, the two first in com- 
mand ; that a wagon loaded with powder and ball, another 
with provisions, and the field-pieces attending the rein- 
forcement, are taken. It is added that a party of three 
hundred sent out to Marshfield, are cut off and taken to a 
man. Several letters from Boston mention that the offi- 
cers returned there, several of whom are wounded, declare 
they never were in hotter service. The whole of the fight 
lasted about seven hours. Part of it was. seen, from the 
hill in Boston. ..... 

I cannot say I am convinced of the truth of all the par- ' 
ticulars above-mentioned, though some of them are sup- 
ported by many probabilities. But these facts I believe 
you may depend. on : tbat.this most unnatural and inexpressi- 
bly cruel war began with the butchery of the unarmed 
Americans at Lexington; that the Provincials," incredible 
as it may be at St. James or Si. Stephen's, fought bravely ; 
that the Regulars have been defeated with considerable 
slaughter, though they behaved resolutely ; that a Tory 
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dare not open his mouth against the cause of America, 
even at New-York ; that the Continent is preparing most 
assiduously for a vigorous resistance ; and that freedom, or 
an honourable death, are the only objects on which their 
souls are at present employed. 

What human policy can divine the prudence of precipi- 
tating us into these shocking scenes? Why have we rashly 
been declared, rebels ? Why have directions been sent to 
disarm us ? Why orders to commence hostilities ? Why v 
was not General Gage at least restrained from hostilities 
until the sense of another Congress could be collected? It 
was the determined resolution of some, already appointed 
Delegates for it, to have strained every nerve at that meet- 
ing to attempt bringing the unhappy dispute to terms of 
accommodation, safe for the Colonies, and honourable and 
advantageous for our Mother Country, in whose prosperity 
and glory our hearts take as large a share as any Minister's 
of State, and from as just and as generous motives, to say 
no more of them. 

But what topicks of reconciliation are now left for men 
who think as I do, to address our countrymen ? To recom- 
mend reverence for the Monarch, or affection for the Mo- 
ther Country ? Will the distinctions between the Prince 
and his Ministers, between the People and their Repre- 
sentatives, wipe out the stain of blood ? Or have we the 
slightest reason to hope that those Ministers and Repre- 
sentatives will not be supported throughout the tragedy, as 
they have been through the first act ? No. While we re- 
vere and love our Mother Country, her sword is opening 
our veins. The same delusions will still prevail, till France 
and Spain, if not other Powers, long jealous of Britain's 
force and fame, will fall upon her, embarrassed with an ex- 
hausting civil war, and crush, or at least depress her ; then 
turn their arms on these Provinces, which must submit to 
wear their chains, or wade through seas of blood to a dear- 
bought and at best a frequently convulsed and precarious 
independence. 

, All the ministerial intelligence concerning us is false. 
We are a united, resolved people ; are, or quickly shall be, 
well armed and disciplined ; our smiths and powder-mills 
are at work day and night; our supplies from foreign parts 
continually arriving. Good officers, that is, well-expe- 
rienced ones, we shall soon have, and the Navy of jGreat 
Britain cannot stop our whole trade. Our Towns are but 
brick and stone, and mortar and wood ; they, perhaps, may 
be destroyed ; they are only the hairs of our heads ; if 
sheared ever so close, they will grow again. We compare 
them not with our rights and liberties. We worship as our 
fathers worshipped, not idols which our hands have made. 

I am, dear Sir, your sincerely affectionate friend, 

John Dickinson. 

New- York, April 29, 1775. 
The following publication, under the initial letters of my 
name, having appeared in an English Paper of the 27th 
of January, I take this opportunity to declare that it is al- 
together a malicious forgery, calculated to inflame the 
minds of my countrymen, and expose me to undeserved 
suspicion and distrust. Oliver De Lancey. 

" The following is a copy of a Letter written by O . . . . r 
De L .... y to a person high in Administration : 
" Sir : The Resolutions of the Congress will never be 
observed ; the Delegates themselves are a-diamed of them, 
and many are studying ways to elude them. The people 
attached to Government, Sir, in this City, laugh at their 
Resolutions, and the most flaming zealots despise them- 
selves for passing them. On occasion of the Stamp Act 
confederacies were formed, which treachery among them- 
selves soon putan end to. There cannot be a doubt, Sir, 
but a similar defection will soon show how little may be de- 
pended on from the Resolutions of the Congress. In such 
defection this City will take the lead, and in which my in- 
fluence shall be exerted, and may be relied on. r Five of 
the Provinces are already preparing to violate their Reso- 
lutions. 

" I beg leave to say that Government are extremely mis- 
taken, if they are alarmed at a Congress like that at Phil- 
adelphia. I was bom in this City, and am well acquainted 
with the other Colonies, from whose opposition Govern- 
ment has nothing to fear, except from New-England ; and 



as a dutiful subject to the Crown - ; I hope that they will 
meet a punishment suitable to their rebelfion. This Prov- 
ince of New- York and Pennsylvania are. most attached to 
the Crown and Parliament ; and to the keeping them so, 
I hope I have some merit, togetherjvith my relations and 
connexions, of whom many are in the Assembly and Coun- 
cil ; but notwithstanding, I would advise the keeping two 
Regiments here. I was not fn Town when the packet 
arrived. Your favour I shall have the honour to answer per 
next opportunity. The Deputies from this City in the 
Congress were some of the meanest of the people. 

"New-Yo:k, Decamber 3, 1774." 

At Mr. De Lancey's request, we have perused several 
Letters from him to persons in England, which he declared 
to us upon his honour were all he had written on political 
subjects during the present disturbances. These Letters, 
far from exciting violent measures against America, are cal- 
culated to discourage all hostile proceedings, and represent 
the Colonies as firmly resolved to submit to no Parliament- 
ary taxation. James Duane, 

John Jay. 

New-York, April 29, 1775. 



TO THE PCBLICK. 

Westchester County, Njw^York, April 29, 1775. 

We, the subscribers, do hereby make this publick dec- 
laration: That whereas w 7 e and several others in Westches- 
ter County, having signed a certain number of Resolves, 
which, at the time of our said signing, we deemed consti- 
tutional, and as having a tendency to promote the interest 
of our Country ; but since, upon mature deliberation and 
more full knowledge of the matter, find not only injurious 
to our present cause, but likewise offensive to our fellow- 
Colonists : We do therefore thus pubiickly testify our ab- 
horrence of the same, and declare ourselves friends to the 
Colonies, and ever ready cheerfully to exert .ourselves in 
the defence and preservation of the same. 

Jonathan Fowler, Esquire, 
George Cornwell, Esquire. 



letter from the committee of boston. 

Boston, April 29, 1775. 

Sir : We wrote you yesterday, and were in hopes of an 
answer, more especially as we find you have this day wrote 
a letter to Town, part of which has been communicated to 
the Committee, upon which we beg leave to observe, that 
it is very desirable to us that you would pqniply with our 
request of making proclamation or notification to such per- 
sons as may incline to come into Boston with their effects, 
as ilTmust expedite the removal of our inhabitants, with 
their effects, from the Town of Boston ; but to determine 
how many days will be necessary to effect this removal, is 
utterly impracticable. Those persons who are here from 
the country, and have left their effects behind, we desire 
may be permitted to send their servants to, put them up 
and convey them to Boston without molestation ; and that 
the Selectmen may be informed to whom they may direct 
such persons to apply for permits. 

You will receive this by the hands of Mr. Payne, who, 
being one of the Committee, we refer you to him for more 
particular information. We are, very respectfully, your 
most humble servants, 

John Scollay, Saml. Austin, 

Ezek. Goldthwait, Emvp. Payne, 
Thos. Marshall, John Pitts. 

To Doctor Joseph Warren, Chairman of the Committee of 

Congress. 



LETTER FROM THE COMMrTTEE OF SAFETY TO THE COM- 
MITTEES OF THE SEVERAL TOWNS, 

Cambridge, April 29, 1775. 
Gentlemen : As many of the persons now in camp 
came from their respective Towns, without any expecta- 
tion of tarrying any time, and are now under the necessity 
of returning, this is to desire that you would, with the 
utmost haste, send other persons to supply their places 
for a few days, until the enlistments are complete, and the 
men sent down to us. We pray you immediately to set 
about this business, as the most fatal consequences must 
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follow, if ive should, be reduced to so weak a state as that 
the Army under General Gage may be able to issue out of 
the Town, and spread destruction, through this Country, 
and we think none can be unwilling to come for a few days 
to relieve their brethrep. who have been absent from their 
families. We are, &c. 



COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE SEVERAL TOWNS IN MASSA- 
CHUSETTS. 

Cambridge, April 29, 1775. 

One half of the Militia and Minute-Men in your Town 
are hereby ordered forthwith to march to the Town of 
. . . . , as we have information that General Gage 
designs speedily to sally out of the Town of Boston with 
a detachment of his Army. You are therefore not to lose 
one moment's time, but come instantly to the support of 
your brethren, and the half to hold themselves in com- 
plete readiness to march upon the slightest notice. 
We are, he. 



SAMUEL THOMPSON TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
Brunswick, Maino, April 29, 1775. 

I this minute have an opportunity to inform you of the 
state of our affairs a^ the eastward, that we are all staunch 
for country, except three men, and one of them is de- 
serted. The other two are in irons. As for the vessels 
which attempted to convey stuff to our enemies, are stop- 
ped, and 1 am about to move about two hundred of white 
pine masts and other stuff got for our enemies' use. Sir, 
having heard of the cruel murders they have done in our 
Province makes us more resolute than ever ; and finding 
that the sword is drawn first on their side, that we shall be 
animated with that noble spirit that wise men ought to be, 
until our just rights and liberties are secured to us. Sir, 
my heart is with every true son of America, though my 
person can be in but one place at once, though very soon 
I hope to be with you on the spot. If any of my friends 
inquire after me, inform them that I make it my whole 
business to pursue those measures recommended by the 
Congresses. We being upon the sea-coast, and in danger 
of being invaded by pirates, as on the 27th instant, there 
was a boat or barge came into our harbour and river, and 
sounding as they went up the river. 

Sir, as powder and guns are wanted in this eastern part, 
and also provisions, pray Sir, have you thought something 
on this matter against 1 arrive, which will be as soon as 
business will admit. Sir, I am, with the greatest regard 
to the country, at heart your ready friend and humble 
servant, Samuel Thompson. 



MEETING OF THE INHABITANTS OF LONDONDERRY, NEW- 
HAMPSHIRE. 

At a Meeting of the Inhabitants of Londonderry , on 
the 29th of April, Colonel Stephen Holland personally 
appeared and made the following Declaration, upon which 
the inhabitants of said Town voted unanimously, that it 
was satisfactory to them for his past conduct. 

Attest : John Bell, Town Clerk. 

" Whereas through mistake, misunderstanding, misrepre- 
sentation, or for reasons unknown to me, I am represent- 
ed an enemy to my Country : to satisfy the publick, I 
solemnly declare I never aided or assisted any enemy 
to my Country in any thing whatsoever; and that I 
make this Declaration not out of fear of any thing I may 
suffer, but because it gives me the greatest uneasiness to 
think that the true sons of liberty, and real friends to 
their Country, (from any of the first mentioned reasons,) 
should believe me capable so much" as in thought of injur- 
ing or betraying my Country, when the truth is, I am 
ready to assist my countrymen in the glorious cause of 
liberty, at the risk" of my life and fortune. 

"Stephen Holland. 
" Londonderry, 'April 2D, 1775," 



establishing regular armies throughout the Continent on 
pay. If such a thing should take place, there is not the 
least doubt that you will have the command of the whole 
forces in this Colony. In that case, 1 shall ever esteem 
you as my best friend, if you will use your interest in pro- 
curing me a commission ; or, should the power of appoint- 
ing officers be vested in you, and you should think proper 
to confer so great an honour on me, as qualifying me to be 
one of your officers, you wilLfind me, as I have always 
been, ready to serve my Country gratis in the glorious 
cause of liberty, at the risk of my life and fortune. 

I am extremely glad to inform you, that, after a long 
debate, it was. at last agreed we should not march to Wil- 
liamsburgh. I am, with respect, he. 

Alexander Spotswood, 



TO THE RESPECTABLE PUBLICK. 

New- Fork, April 30, 1775. 

Johannes Sleght, Chairman of the Committee of Ulster 
County, has published me as an enemy to my Country 
for selling Tea, in which is set forth, that all the Mer- 
chants and Skippers had signed articles, in which they 
agreed not to sell Tea. This is absolutely false, for there 
are more which have not signed for the very reasons I had, 
and the Committee knew that they had not all signed at 
the time of publishing this piece of malice. It is known in 
Kingston, that I was for maintaining the Association, and 
that I offered to sign the third article, which I would abide 
by, but that the Committee would not agree to it ; more- 
over, that the Committee in New-York bad determined 
that no Tea should be sold, and that I would quit selling 
it. It was reported by one of the members of the Com- 
mittee, on the day of meeting, that he had purchased Tea 
at my house. Johannes Sleght continued drinking Tea 
after the 1st of March, in direct violation of the Associa- 
tion ; and John Beekman did confess at the meeting, that 
he had a quantity of Tea, and intended that it should be 
made use of in bis family, contrary to the Association. 
This I could not but consider as a great piece of chicanery, 
that the sale of Tea should be prohibited, and others declare 
that they would continue to use it in their families, when 
the Association expressly mentions, that they shall not 
purchase nor use it. I told those gentlemen that I would 
refer the matter to the consideration of the Committee at 
New-York, and would firmly adhere to their explanation 
of the third article of the Association, which I must con- 
fess I did not think prohibited the .selling of Tea, and that 
the Non-Consumption Agreement was qply intended to 
preserve the Non-Importation Agreement. The report 
that I am unfriendly to the cause of liberty, and had given 
an affront to the Committee of New-York, is a most vil- 
lanous falsehood. And as it is agreed upon by the well 
wishers of American liberty, not to purchase nor use any 
Tea in their families, I am determined to abide by such their 
agreement. Jacobus Low. 



ALEXANDER SPOTSWOOD TO COL. GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

- ; Fredoricksburgh, April 30, 1775. 

Sir: It is imagined, that the first thing which will come 
on the carpet at the meeting of Congress, will be .that of 



LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN NOW AT NEW-YORK TO THE 
COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE IN PORTSMOUTH, NEW- 
HAMPSHIRE, DATED APRIL 30, 1775. 

Gentlemen : At this time of general confusion through 
the Colonies, nothing can give greater pleasure to every 
well-wisher to his Country, than the unanimity that takes 
place through the Continent, more especially at this City ; 
as it is evident (from a number of private letters from Lon- 
don) that Administration have put the greatest dependance 
on the Yorkers breaking with the other Colonies. But not- 
withstanding all the endeavours of designing nren, I have 
the pleasure to inform you, that by the notable struggles of 
the sons of freedom, all difficulties are surmounted, and 
nothing can equal the determined spirit of the people 
here. Yesterday about six or seven thousand men were 
out on the plain, among whom were some families who 
have been in the opposition ; one and all unanimously voted 
to defend their liberties, he, at all hazards. They have 
stopped clearing to the Custom-House, have taken all the 
city arms and ammunition from the Hall apd~Magazine ; 
every preparation is making to completely arm the inhabi- 
tants ; great numbers of people are employed hauling the 
cannon from the City to King's bridge, about fourteen 
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miles, where they will immediately intrench. All denomi- 
nations are under arms, and in high spirits. It is the 
opinion of almost every one in this place that the Acts 
of Parliament would have been repealed, had it not been 
for the encouragement given Administration by this place, 
that the Colonies would break their union. No people can 
be more despised, nor more frightened than those here 
who have_been inimical to their Country, particularly the 
eleven Members of the House. Mr. Rivington has made 
a recantation ; President Cooper has decamped ; and it was 
with much difficulty the people were prevented from taking 
the lives of those who they have considered as traitors to 
their Country. AH Government seems to be laid aside. 
The City is now to be regulated by a Committee of Safety, 
consisting of one hundred worthy men. Though there 
was a number of large vessels, loaded with wheat and flour, 
and cleared out, and many partly loaded ... It was 
nobly done ; immediately stopt every vessel. The New- 
England men are held in the highest esteem for their 
bravery", and people here are determined to supply provi- 
sions, and march to their assistance when called for. The 
die is thrown, and every man of us, whether we are hearty in 
the cause or. not, must abide by the cast ; and as we are all 
considered as rebels, (not by the Nation, but by a . . . 
Ministry,) let us one and all (which they are determined 
on this way) stand forth boldly; which will most cer- 
tainly, under God, insure us success, and that soon. 



TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Killingsworth, April 30, 1775. ) 
Nino o'clock, P. M. I 

Sir : This moment Captain Caldwell came over to me 
from Guildford, where I have a vessel loaded for the West- 
Indies, haying all her cargo on board, consisting of forty 
thousand lumber, twenty-three oxen, and one horse, hav- 
ing on board no provisions but for the use of said vessel, 
which was cleared at the Custom -House on the twenty- 
fourth instant, and informed me that the honourable Gene- 
ral Assembly have embargoed all vessels bound to the 
West-Indies with stock and other, provisions. As I have 
the good of my Country at heart, and pay the greatest re- 
gard to the resolves and determinations of the Legislature 
of this Colony, I would by no means do any thing that 
should have the remotest appearance of acting counter to 
their determinations ; but your Honour must be sensible 
the unshipping my cattle and stores must be attended with 
great loss, as the stock is by no means fit for a present 
market. I humbly request my said vessel may be per- 
mitted to sail, as I had not the least suspicion of an em- 
bargo, and have only waited several days for a wind. I 
would have waited myself on your Honour, but my pre- 
sent indisposition would not permit ; and for the purpose 
of obtaining permission, my son now waits on your Honour, 
on whose goodness I greatly rely ; and am your Honour's 
most obedient and most humble servant, 

Theophilus Morgan. 

General Assembly, April, 1775. I 
In the Upper House. $ 

His Honour the , Governour is desired to grant a permit 
to Mr. Theophilus Morgan, that his vessel may proceed 
on its voyage according to the request in the within letter. 
Test : George Wyllys, Secretary. 

Concurred in in the Lower House. 

Test: Richard Law, Cleric. 



COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE SELECTMEN OF BOSTON. 

Cambridge, April 30, 1775. 
Gentlemen : Enclosed you have a Resolve of Con- 
gress, which we hope will remove every obstacle to the re- 
moval of our friends from Boston. The necessity of going 
from this Town to Watertown, in order to lay the propo- 
sals of this Committee before the Provincial Congress, we 
hope will suggest to you an apology for any supposed de- 
lay. But be assured that no person now in Boston is more 
sensible of the distress, nor more desirous of relieving our 
brethren there, than the members of this Committee. En- 
couragement will be given to-morrow to the wagoners in 
the country, to repair to Boston to give all possible assist- 
Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 



ance to our. friends, in the removal of their'erTects. I 
wrote yesterday to General Gage upon the subject, and re- 
quested him to take into consideration the expediency of 
restraining the country from sending in more than thirty 
wagons at one time, but I have received no answer,. If I 
should receive any, the contents, so far as they respect my 
ever-adored Town of Boston, shall be communicated to 
you. We are, Sic. 



TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY FOR MASSACHUSETTS. 
Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, April 30, 1775. 
There is much probability that the last mail from Eng- 
land for General Gage passed through Northampton, east- 
ward or northward, yesterday about twelve o'clock. It may 
be that it may pass up the river as far as Northfield, be- 
fore it steers its course from the sea-shore. Probably its 
direction may be to Portsmouth or Salem._ No one will. 
judge that if will attempt to enter Boston directly. No 
doubt the bearer will be several times shifted before its 
arrival to the place of destination. The people of North- 
ampton yesterday knew nothing that there was any suspi- 
cion of the mail's passing by land. The circumstances 
which make up the evidence that a traveller who passed 
this Town yesterday was the bearer of the mail, are too 
many to be mentioned. He undoubtedly came from Hud- 
son's River to Northampton, whether in a direct or oblique 
course, is not yet made certain. The suspected bearer, 
who was at Northampton, does not altogether answer the 
description given in the New- York letterof the probable 
bearer from them, but many think it more likely that they 
would attempt to get the mail along by some acquainted 
up the river, in the County of Cumberland, than by 
Oliver Be Lancey, Jun. 

Quere. Whether it is not expedient to search every sus- 
picious person passing as far northward as any road leading 
from Connecticut River to Portsmouth, 



BENEDICT. ARNOLD TO THE MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY. 

Cambridge, April 30, 1775. 
Gentlemen : You have desired me to state the number 
of cannon, &c, at Ticonderoga. I have certain informa- 
tion that there are at Ticonderoga eighty pieces of heavy 
cannon, twenty brass guns, from four to eighteen pound- 
ers, and ten to twelve large mortars. At Skenesbprough, 
on the South-Tiay, there are three or four brass cannon. 
The Fort is in a ruinous condition, and has not more than 
fifty men at the most. There are large numbers of small 
arms, and considerable stores, and a sloop of seventy or 
eighty tons on the lake. . The place could not hold out an 
hour against a vigorous onset. Your most obedient ser- 
vant, Benedict Arnold. 

Honourable Joseph Warren, and the honourable Committee 
of Safety. 



MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OT SAFETY TO NEW-YORK, 
COMMITTEE. 

Cambridge, April. 30, 1775. 
It has been proposed to us to take possession of the For- 
tress at Ticonderoga. We have a just sense of the im- 
portance of that fortification, and the usefulness of those 
fine cannon, mortars, and field-pieces which are there ; but 
we would not, even upon this emergency, infringe upon the 
rights of our sister Colony, New- York. But we have de- 
sired the gentleman, who carries this letter, to represent 
the matter to you, that you may give such orders as are 
agreeable to you. 

We are, with the greatest respect, your most obedient 
servants, Joseph Warren, Chairman. 

To Alexander McDougall. 



MEETING OF. FREEHOLDERS OF KING WILLIAM COUNTY, 
VIRGINIA. 

At a meeting of the Freeholders of the County of King 
William, at the Court-House, on Monday the first of May, 
Carter Braxton and William Aylett, Esquires, were unani- 
mously chosen their Delegates to represent them in Con- 
vention for one year, from the date hereof. 
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A subscription being then opened for the relief of our 
brethren in Massachusetts-Bay, and it being thought highly 
necessary, at this important crisis, that supplies should be 
sent to them, and money being the only means by which 



that relief could be afforded with certainty, the sum of one 
hundred and seventy-five Pounds was immediately contri- 
buted, and it is expected that a much larger sum will be 
given, when collections are made from the whole County. 



PENNSYLVANIA ASSEMBLY. 

Monday, May 1, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to their adjournment. 
Ordered, That Mr. Gray and Mr. Hittegas wait on the 
Governour, and acquaint him that a quorum of the Repre- 
sentatives being met, they are ready to receive any busi- 
ness his Honour may be pleased to lay before them. 
"Mr. Charles Thomson laid before the House a Letter 
/from , William Bollan, Benjamin Franklin, and Arthur 
Lee, Esquires, dated London, February 5, 1775, which 
. i Was read by order, and is as follows, viz : 
( v., Sip: Our last letter informed you that the King had 
declared his intention. of laying the Petition before his two 
Houses, of Parliament. It has accordingly been laid before 
each House, but undistinguished among a variety of letters 
and other papers from America. 

A motion made by Lord Chatham, to withdraw the 
Troops from Boston, as the first step towards a conciliating 
plan, was rejected ; and the Ministry have declared, in both 
Houses, the determination to enforce obedience to all the 
late laws. For this purpose, we understand that three 
Regiments of Foot, one of Dragoons, seven hundred Ma- 
rines, six Sloops_-of-War and two Frigates, are now under 
orders for America. 

We think it proper to inform you that your cause Was 
well defended by a considerable number of good and wise 
men in both Houses of Parliament, though far from being 
a majority, and that many of the commercial and manufac- 
turing parts of the Nation, concerned in the American 
Trade, have presented, or, as we understand, are preparing 
to present Petitions to Parliament, declaring their grea't 
concern for the present unhappy controversies with America, 
and praying expressly, or in effect, for healing measures, as 
the proper means of preserving their commerce, now greatly 
suffering or endangered. But the treatment the Petitions 
already presented have hitherto received, is such as, in our 
opinion, can afford you no reliance on any present relief 
througJi their means. 

As soon ajfwe learned that the Petition of the Congress 
was before the House of Commons, we thought it our duty 
to support it, if we might be permitted so to do, as there 
was no other opportunity for the numerous inhabitants of 
the Colonies to be heard in defence of their rights. Ac- 
cordingly we joined in a Petition for that purpose. Sir 
George Savile kindly undertook to present it, but on pre- 
viously opening the purport of it, as the order is, a debate 
.arose on the propriety of receiving it, and, on a division, 
it was rejected by a great majority. 

The following extract of a letter from General Gage to 
Lord Dartmouth, as laid before Parliament, we think it our 
duty to transmit, viz : 

" December 15, 1774.— Your Lordship's idea of disarm- 
ing certain Provinces would doubtless be consistent with 
prudence and safety, but it neither is, nor has been practi- 
cable, without haying recourse to force, and being masters 
of the Country." 

iMyas thrown out in debate by a principal member of 
Administration, that it would be proper to alter the Charters 
of Connecticut and Rhode-Island. 

Enclosed we send you a copy of the Resolutions passed 
in a Committee of the Whole House on Thursday last, 
which are to he reported on Monday* It is said that these 

♦That it is the opinion of this Committee, that an humble Address 
be presented to His Mijesty, to return His Majesty our ' most humble 
thanks for having been most graciously pleased to communicate to this 

. House the several papers relating to the present' state of the British 
Colonies in America, which, by His Majesty's commands, have been 
laid before this House, and from which, after taking them into our most 
serious consideration, we find that a part of His Majesty's subjects, in 
the Province of the Massachusetts-Bay,, have proceeded so far to resist 
the authority of the Supreme Legislature, that a rebellion at this time 

■ actually exists within the said Province, and we see, with the utmost 
concern, that they have boon countenanced and encouraged by unlawful 
combinations and engagements, entered into by His Majesty's subjects 
in several of. the other Colonies, to the injury and oppression of many 
of their innocent feflow-siibjeots, resident within the Kingdom of Great 



Resolutions are to be the foundation of several Bills to be 
brought in ; but the purport of these Bills we have not yet 
learned with sufficient certainty. 

We send you likewise a copy of Lord Chatham's first 
motion in the House of Lords, and of his plan of a Bill for 
settling the troubles between Britain and her Colonies, 
both which were rejected on the first reading. 

With great respect, we are, Sir, your most obedient hum- 
ble servants, Wm, Bollan, 

B. Franklin, 
Arthur Lee." 

The Members appointed to wait on the Governour 
with the Message of the House, reported they had de- 
livered the same according to order, and that his Honour 
was pleased to say he should lay some business before the 
House shortly. 

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning. 

May 2, 1775.T— The House met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

The Governour, by Mr. Secretary, sent down a written 
Message to the House, together with a copy of a Resolu- 
tion of the House of Commons, passed the 20th of Feb- 
ruary last, which were read by order, and are as they 
respectively follow, viz: 

A Message from the Governour to the Assembly. 
Gentlemen : I have ordered the Secretary to lay before 
you a Resolution! entered into by the British House of 

Britain and the rest of His Majesty's Dominions. This conduct, on 
their part, appears to us the more inexcusable, when we consider with 
how much temper His Majesty and the two Houses of Parliament have 
acted in support of the laws and Constitution of Great Britain. To 
declare that ws can never so far desert the trust reposed in us. as to re- 
linquish any part of the sovereign authority over all His Majesty's 
Dominions, which by law is vested in His Majesty and trie two Houses 
of Parliament, and that the conduct of many persons in several of the 
Colonies during the late disturbances, is alone sufficient to convince us 
how necessary this power is for the protection, of the lives an! fortunes 
of all His Majesty's subjects ; that we ever have been, and always shall 
be, ready to pay attention and regard to any real grievances of any of 
His Majesty's subjects, which shall, in a dutiful and constitutional 
manner, be laid before us ; and whenever any of the Colonies shall make 
a proper application to us, we shall be ready to afford them every just 
and reasonable indulgence; but that at the same tiniewe consider it as 
our indispensable duty, humbly to beseech His Majesty that His Ma. 
jesty will take the most effectual measures to enforce due obedience to 
the laws and authority of the Supreme Legislature ; and that we beg 
leave, in the most solemn manner, to assure His Majesty, that it is our 
fixed resolution, at the hazard of our lives and properties, to stand by 
His Majesty against all rebellious attempts in the maintenance of the 
just rights of His Majesty and the two Houses of Parliament. 

Ayes, two hundred and ninety-six ; noes, one hundred and six. 

Amendment proposed to leave out from the first [and] to the end of 
the question, and insert [to assure His Majesty, that in order to fix the 
true dignity of his Crown, and the authority of Parliament on a sure 
foundation, we shall endeavour to recover the hearts of his subjects in 
America, too many of whom aro unhappily alienated from their usual 
affection to their Mother Country, by endeavouring to remqve.all those 
causes of jealousy and apprehension which have arisen from an unfor- 
tunate management of His Majesty's affairs, and from acts of the last 
Parliament, made without sufficient information of the true state of 
Avierica.] 

Question put, that the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
this question ? Ayes, three hundred and four ; noes, one hundred and 
five. 

t The Resolution of the House of Commons. 

Luna, 20" Die Februarii, 1775.— The House in a Committee on the 
American Papers, motion made and question proposed, 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, that when the Governour, 
Council, and Assembly, or General Court, of any of His Majesty's 
Provinces or Colonies in America shall propose to make provision, 
according to the condition, circumstances, and situation of such Prov- 
ince or Colony, for contributing their proportion to the common de- 
fence, (such proportion to be raised under the authority of the General 
Court or Gerieral Assembly of such Province or Colony, and disposa- 
ble by Parliament,) and shall engage to make provision also for the 
support of the civil Government, and the administration of justice in 
such Province or Colony, it will be proper, if such proposal shall be 
approved by His Majesty and the two Houses of Parliament, and for 
so. long as such provision shall be made accordingly, to forbear, in 
respect of such Province or Colony, to levy any duty, tax, or assess- 
ment, or to impose any further duty, tax, or assessment, except only 
such duties as jt may be expedient to oontinue to levy or impose for 
the regulation of Commerce, the nett produce of. the duties last men- 
tioned to be carried to the account of such Province or Colony respec- 
tively. 
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Commons the twentieth of February last, relative to the 
unhappy differences subsisting between our Mother Coun- 
try and her American Colonies. You will perceive by 
this Resolve not only a strong disposition manifested by 
that august hody to remove the causes which have given 
rise to the discontents and complaints of His Majesty's 
subjects in the Colonies, and the dreadful impending evils 
likely to ensue from them, but that they have pointed out 
the terms on which they think it just and reasonable a final 
accommodation should be grounded. 

Let me earnestly entreat you, gentlemen, to weigh and 
consider this plan of reconciliation held forth and offered 
by the parent to her children, with that temper, calmness, 
and deliberation, that the importance of the subject and 
the present critical situation of affairs demand. Give me 
leave to observe, that the Colonies, amidst all those com- 
plaints which a jealousy of their liberties has occasioned, 
have never denied the justice or equity of their contribu- 
ting towards the burdens of the Mother Country, to whose 
protection and care they owe not only their present opu- 
lence, but even their very existence. On the contrary, 
every state and representation of their supposed grievances 
that I have seen, avows the propriety of such a measure, 
and their willingness to comply with it. 

The dispute, then, appears to me to be brought to this 
point : Whether the redress of any grievances the Colonists 
nave reason to complain of, shall precede, or be postponed 
to the settlement of that just proportion which America 
should bear towards the common support and defence of 
the whole British Empire. 

You have, in the Resolution of the House of Commons, 
w- Inch T have authority to tell you is entirely approved by 
His Majesty, a solemn declaration that an exemption from 
any duty, tax, or assessment, present or future, except such 
duties as may be expedient for the regulation of Com- 
merce, shall be the immediate consequence of proposals 
on the part of any of the Colony Legislatures, accepted by 
His Majesty and the two Houses of Parliament, to make 
provision, according to their respective circumstances, for 
contributing their proportion to the common defence, and 
the support of the civil Government of each Colony. 

I will not do you so much injustice, gentlemen, as to 
suppose you can desire a better security for the inviolable 
performance of this engagement, than the Resolve itself, 
and His Majesty's approbation of it gives you. 

As you are the first Assembly on the Continent to whom 
this Resolution has been communicated, much depends on 
the moderation and wisdom of your counsels ; and you will 
be deservedly revered to the latest posterity, if, by any 
possible means, you can be instrumental in restoring the 
publick tranquillity, and rescuing both Countries from the 
dreadful calamities of a civil war. John Fenn. 

May 2, 1775. 

A Remonstrance from a numher t of Farmers and Millers 
in the County of Bucks, respecting an alteration of the 
sizes of Flour-Barrels, was presented to the House and 
read. 

Ordered to lie on the table- 
Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Letter received in 
their recess from the Speaker of the House of Assembly 
of the Colony of New- York, with sundry Papers therein 
referred to, which were read by order, and the said Letter 
is as follows, viz : 

"New- York, April 10, 1775. 
" Sib : By an order of the General Assembly of this 
Colony, I am directed to transmit you the enclosed papers 
upon the subject of the unhappy situation of American 
affairs; they contain a List of Grievances, with the Reso- 
lutions of the House in consequence thereof, and also a 
Petition to the King, a Memorial to the House of Lords, 
and a Representation and Remonstrance to the Commons 
of Great Britain. I am also directed to request of you 
to lay the same before the House of Assembly of your 
Colony at their first meeting after the receipt hereof. I 
shall only add that our Assembly stands adjourned until 
the third day of May next, and that I am, respectfully, Sir, 
your most humble servant, 

"John Cruger, Speaker. 
" To the Speaker of the General Assembly of the Province 
of Pennsylvania." ' 



May 3, 1775. — The House met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and taking into consideration the Governour's Mes- 
sage of yesterday, with the Resolution of the House of 
Commons attending it, after some debate thereon, 

Ordered, That Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Charles .Thomson, 
Mr. Brown, Mr. Pearson, Mr. Webb, Mr. Ewing, Mr. 
Allen, Mr. Chreist, Mr. Edmonds, Mr, Dougherty, Mr. 
Hunter, and Mr. William Thompson, be a Committee to 
essay and bring in a draught of an Answer to the said 
Message. 

May 4, 1775. — The House met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

The Committee appointed to prepare and bring in a 
draught of an Answer to the Governour's Message reported 
an Essay for that purpose, which being read by paragraphs, 
and after some alteration, agreed to by the House, was 
ordered to be transcribed. 

The Answer of the House to the Governour's Message 
being transcribed according to order, was again read, signed 
by the Speaker, and follows in these words, viz : 

Answer to the Governour's Message from the House. 

May it please your Honour : We have taken into 
our serious consideration your Message of the second in- 
stant, and the Resolution of the British House of Com- 
mons therein referred to. 

Having " weighed and considered this plan with the tem- 
per, calmness, and deliberation that the importance of the 
subject and the present critical situation of affairs demand," 
We are sincerely sorry that we cannot " think the terms 
pointed out " afford " a just and reasonable ground for a 
final accommodation " between Great Britain and the 
Colonies. 

Your Honour observes, " that the Colonies, amidst all 
those complaints which a jealousy of their liberties has 
occasioned, have never denied the justice or equity of con- 
tributing towards the burdens of the Mother Country;" 
but your Honour must know, that they have ever unani- 
mously asserted it as their indisputable right, that all aids 
from them should be their own free and voluntary gifts, 
not taken by force nor extorted by fear. 

Under which of these descriptions the "plan held forth 
and offered by the parent to her children " at this time, 
with its attendant circumstances, deserves to be classed, we 
choose rather to submit to the determination J>{ your Hon- 
our's good sense, than to attempt proving by the enumera- 
tion of notorious facts, or the repetition of obvious reasons. 

If no other objection to "the plan" proposed occurred 
to us, we should esteem it a dishonourable desertion of 
sister Colonies, connected by an union founded on just mo- 
tives and mutual faith, and conducted by General Councils, 
for a single Colony to adopt a measure so extensive in. 
consequence, without the advice and consent of those 
Colonies engaged with us by solemn ties in the same com- 
mon cause. 

For we wish your Honour to be assured, that we can 
form no prospect appearing reasonable to us, of any lasting 
advantages for Pennsylvania, however agreeable they may be 
at the beginning, but what must arise from a communication 
of rights and prosperity with the other Colonies ; and that 
if such a prospect should be opened to us, we have too 
sincere an affection for our brethren, and too strict a regard 
" for the inviolable performance of" our " engagements," 
to receive any pleasure from benefits equally due to them, 
yet confined to ourselves, and which, by generously reject- 
ing them at present, may at length be secured to all. 

Your Honour is pleased to observe, that as we are " the 
first Assembly on the Continent to whom this Resolution 
has been communicated, much depends on the moderation 
and wisdom of our counsels, and we shall be deservedly 
revered to the latest posterity, if, by any possible means," 
we " can be instrumental in restoring the publick tranquil- 
lity, and rescuing both Countries from the dreadful calami- 
ties of a civil war." 

Your Honour, from your long residence and conversation 
among us, must be persuaded that the people we represent 
are as peaceable and obedient to Government, as true and 
faithful to their Sovereign, and as affectionate and dutiful 
to their superiour State, as any in the world ; and though 
we are not inattentive to the approbation of " posterity," as 
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it might reflect honour upon our Country, yet higher mo- 
tives have taught us upon all occasions to demonstrate by 
every testimony our devotion to our King and Parent State. 

Still animated by the same principles, and most earnestly 
desirous of enjoying our former undisturbed condition of 
dependance ind subordination productive of so many bless- 
ings to " both Countries," we cannot express the satisfac- 
tion we should receiye "if, by any possible means," we 
could " be instrumental in restoring the publick tranquilli- 
ty." Should such an opportunity offer, vve shall endea- 
vour with the utmost diligence and zeal to improve it, and 
to convince His Majesty and our Mother Country, that 
we shall ever be ready and willing with our lives and for- 
tunes to support the interests of His Majesty and that Coun- 
try, by every effort that can be reasonably expected from 
the most loyal subjects, and the most dutiful Colonists. 

Until Divine Providence shall cause, in the course of 
his dispensations, such a happy period to arrive, we can 
only deprecate, and, if it be possible, strive by prudence 
to avoid the "calamities of a civil war;" a dreadful mis- 
fortune, indeed, and not to be exceeded but by an utter 
subversion of the liberties of America. Signed by order 
of the House : John Morton, Speaker. 

May 4, 1775. 

Ordered, That Mr. Brown and Mr. John Jacobs wait 
on the Governour and deliver the foregoing Answer to his 
Message. 

A Petition from a considerable number of the inhabi- 
tants of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, was pre- 
sented to the House and read, setting forth that the Peti- 
tioners, deeply affected with a sense of the imminent dan- 
gers to which this Province particularly and the Colonies 
in general are exposed at this instant, are compelled, by the 
first law dicta.t.e.d by nature, to endeavour to preserve them- 
selves from utter destruction, and therefore look up to the 
honourable House, the guardians of publick liberty, in whom 
the people of this Province have reposed the highest trust, 
for that protection which, under the favour of the Almighty 
God, it is in their power to afford ; that the Petitioners in 
this contest for freedom and all the blessings attending it, 
have been greatly encouraged by the firmness, wisdom, and 
publick spirit of the late and present House of Assembly ; 
and affairs being now reduced to extremity by the com- 
mencement of a civil war on this Continent, which, in all 
probability must, in its course, soon reach Pennsylvania, 
the Petitioners most humbly and fervently beseech and 
supplicate the honourable House to grant, raise, and apply 
with all possible despatch, a sum of money, at least amount- 
ing to Fifty Thousand Pounds, towards putting this Prov- 
ince into a state of defence, in such manner as to the 
House shall appear most proper and effectual. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 



May 5, 1775. — The House met pursuant to their ad- 
journment. 

The Members appointed to wait on the Governour with 
the Answer of the House to his Message of the second in- 
stant, reported they had delivered the same according to 
order. 

The House resumed the consideration of the Petition 
presented yesterday from the inhabitants of the City and 
Liberties of Philadelphia, for aid from Government towards 
putting the Province into a state of defence; and after a 
debate of some length, adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

The House. met at three o'clock P. M., and proceeded 
to the' consideration of the Petition from the inhabitants of 
the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, and after further 
time spent therein, adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 

May 6, 1775,^ — The House met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. Being acquainted that with Captain Osborne, who 
arrived yesterday, came passenger Benjamin Franklin, 
Esquire, late Agent for this Province in London : 

Resolved, n. c. d., That the said Benjamin Franklin, 
Esquire, be, and he is hereby added to the Deputies ap- 
pointed by this House on the part of Pennsylvania, to at- 
tend the Continental Congress expected to meet on the 
10th instant in this City. 



Resolved, n. c. d., That the Honourable Thomas Wil- 
ling, Esquire, of Philadelphia, arid James Wilson, Esquire, 
of Carlisle, be also added to the said Deputies for this 
Province. 

Post Meridian, May 9, 1775. — The House resumed 
the consideration of the Petition from the inhabitants of 
the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, and after some 
time spent therein, adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Upon motion, the House resumed the consideration of 
the Draught of Instructions to the Deputies for this Prov- 
ince, brought in at the last sitting, which being consider- 
ed, and, after some alterations, agreed to by the House, 
was ordered to be transcribed. 

A Petition from the Committee of the City and Liber- 
ties of Philadelphia, respecting engagements they have 
entered into for the publick security, whereby a consider- 
able debt hath accrued, which cannot be discharged without 
the aid of the Legislature, was presented to the House and 
read. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The Instructions to the Deputies appointed by this Prov- 
ince to attend the Continental Congress being transcribed 
according to order, were signed by the Speaker, and fol- 
low in these words, viz : 

Gentlemen : The trust reposed in you is of such a. 
nature, and the modes of executing it may be so diversified 
in the course of your deliberations, that it is scarcely pos- 
sible to give you particular instructions respecting it. 

We shall, therefore, in general, direct that you meet in 
Congress the Delegates of the several British. Colonies, to 
be held on the 10th instant, to consult together on the pre- 
sent critical and alarming situation and state of the Colo- 
nies, and that you exert your utmost endeavours to agree 
upon and recommend such further measures as shall afford 
the best prospect of obtaining redress of American griev- 
ances, and restoring that union and harmony between Great 
Britain and the Colonies so essential to the. welfare and 
happiness of both Countries. 

You are directed to make report of your proceedings to 
this House at their next sessions after the meeting of the 
Congress. Signed by order of the House : 

John Morton, Speaker. 

May 9, 1775. 

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning. 

May 11, 1775. — -The House met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

Taking again into consideration the Petition from the 
Committee of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, after 
some debate, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Accounts dp examine 
the Funds of the Province, and report to the House what 
sum they may immediately draw from thence. 

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Three o'clock, P. M. — The Committee of Accounts 
' reported that, upon examining the Provincial Funds, they 
find the sum of Two Thousand Pounds at the disposal of 
the House. 

Upon motion, 

Resolved, That George Gray, Michael Hillegas, and 
Charles Humphreys, Esquires, or any two of them, are 
hereby authorized and empowered to draw orders on Sam- 
uel Preston Moore, Esquire, to the amount of Eighteen 
Hundred Pounds, out of the Interest Money in his hands, 
and on the Provincial Treasurer for the sum of Two Hun- 
dred Pounds, out of the rents of the Province Island, to be 
disposed of and applied towards discharging certain engage- 
ments lately entered into for the publick security. 

The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 



May 12, 1775. — The House met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

Upon motion, 

Resolved, That Mr. Gray, Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Mifflin, 
Mr. Charles Thomson, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Wayne, Mr. 
Slough, Mr, Ewing, Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Edmonds, Mr.' 
Dougherty, Mr. Hunter, and Mr, William Thompson, or 
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a majority of them, do immediately use such measures to 
provide Stores that may be necessary for the service of the 
Province at this time, not exceeding in value the sum of 
Five Thousand Pounds, as to them shall appear most ex- 
pedient and effectual. 

Joseph Galloway, Esquire, having repeatedly moved in 
Assembly to be excused from serving as a Deputy for this 
Province in the Continental Congress, the House this day 
took his motion into consideration, and do hereby agree 
to excuse him from that service. 

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Three o'clock, P. Mr— Ordered, That Mr. Wynkoop 
and Mr. Edmonds wait on the Governour, and acquaint 



him that the House incline to adjourn to Monday, the 19th 
of June next, if his Honour has no objection thereto- 
The House adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 

May 13, 1775.— The House met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

The Members appointed to wait on the. Governour with 
the Message of last night, reported they had delivered the 
same according to order, and that his Honour was pleased 
to say, he had no objection to the adjournment proposed by 
the House. 

The House adjourned to Monday, the 19th of June 
next, at four o'clock, P. M. 



MEETINGS OF INHABITANTS OF MORRIS COUNTY, NEW- 
JERSEY. 

Pursuant to an appointment of a meeting of the Free- 
holders and Inhabitants of the County of Morris, agree- 
able to notice given by the former Committee of Corres- 
pondence, the said Freeholders and Inhabitants did meet 
accordingly on Monday, the first day of May, Anno 
Domini, 1775. 

Jacob Ford, Esq., Chairman, 
William De Hart, Esq., Clerk. 

And came into the following Votes and Resolutions, to 
wit : 

That Delegates be chosen to represent the County of 
Morris, and that the said Delegates be vested with the 
power of legislation, and that they raise Men, Money, and 
Arms for the common defence, and point out the mode, 
method, and means of raising, appointing, and paying the 
said Men and Officers, subject to the control and direction 
of the Provincial and Continental Congress ; and that after- 
wards they meet in Provincial Congress with such Coun- 
ties as shall send to the same, jointly with them to levy 
taxes on the Province, with full power of legislative au- 
thority, if they think proper to exercise the same, for the 
said Province, and the said Provincial Congress be subject 
to the control of the Grand Continental Congress. 

And they proceeded to elect the following persons to be 
their Delegates as aforesaid, to wit : 

William Winds, Esquire, William De Hart, Esquire, 
Silas Condit, Peter Dickerson, Jacob Drake, Ellis Cook, 
Jonathan Stiles, Esq., David Thompson, Esq., Abraham 
Kitchell. 

By order : William De Hart, Clerk. 

And pursuant to the above appointment, the said Dele- 
gates met at the house of Captain Peter Dickerson, at 
Morristown, in the County of Morris, on the said first day 
of May, 1775: 

Present: William Winds, Esquire, William De Hart, 
Esq., Silas Condit, Peter Dickerson, Jacob Drake, Ellis 
Cook, Jonathan Stiles, Esq., David Thompson, Esquire, 
Abraham Kitchell. 

William Winds, Esq., was unanimously chosen Chair- 
man. Archibald Dallas was appointed Clerk. 

Voted unanimously, That any five of the Delegates, 
when met, be a body of the whole, and do make a board, 
and that a majority of them so met should make a vote. 

Voted unanimously, That Forces should be raised. 

Then the Delegates adjourned till to-morrow, at nine 
o'clock in the forenoon, to meet at the house of Captain 
Peter Dickerson aforesaid. 

Tuesday, Nine o'clock, May 2. 1775. 

Pursuant to adjournment, the Delegates met. 
Present: William Winds, Esq., William De Hart, Esq., 
Silas Condit, Peter Dickerson, Ellis Cook, Jonathan 
Stiles, Esq., David Thompson, Esq., Abraham Kitchell. 

Voted, That three hundred men should be raised, ex- 
clusive of Commissioned Officers. 

Voted, That the said three hundred men be Volunteers. 

Voted, That the three hundred men, so raised, shall be 
divided in Five Companies, sixty men each. 

Voted, That those Companies shall be commanded by 



three Commissioned Officers, viz-: a Captain and two 
Lieutenants. 

Voted, That two Field Officers shall be appointed, and 
that each of them shall supply the place of Captain in the 
two first Companies. 

Voted, That William Winds shall be Colonel. 

At twelve o'clock adjourned, to meet at half an hour 
after one o'clock in the afternoon. 

Half past One o'clock.. 

Met, according to adjournment. AH the Members pre- 
sent. 

Voted, That William De Hart, Esquire, shall be 
Major. 

Voted, That Samuel Ball, Joseph Morris, and Daniel 
Budd shall be Captains. 

Voted, That John Huntington be Captain-Lieutenant 
in the Colonel's Company, and Silas Howell to be Captain- 
Lieutenant in the Major's Company. , 

Voted, That the Captain of each Company shall ap- 
point his Lieutenants. 

Ordered, That the Captains shall discipline their men . 
at the rate of one day every week, and to continue the 
same till further orders ; and the times be appointed, and 
the places of training affixed by the Captains. 

Voted, That in case of any invasion or alarm, either in 
this or any of the neighbouring Provinces, the said Officers 
and men shall be called out to service by the Commanding 
Officer for the time being; and the said Officers and men 
shall be paid as follows, viz : Captains, Seven Shillings, 
Proclamation money, per day ; First Lieutenants, Six Shil- 
lings per day ; Second Lieutenants, Five Shillings per day ; 
Sergeants, Three Shillings and Six Pence per day ; Pri- 
vate men, Three Shillings per day, and found with Provi- 
sions, Arms, and Ammunition; and when only in discipline 
at home, the same wages, and to find themselves, and their 
wages to be paid every two months. 

Voted, That the following be the form of the Enlisting 
paper, to be signed by the recruits : 

" We, the subscribers, do voluntarily enlist in the Com- 
pany of Captain . ■_ to be and serve 

in the Regiment under the command of Colonel William 
Winds, in this or any of the neighbouring Provinces, 
where we may be called, agreeable to certain Resolves, 
made and entered into by the Delegates for the County of 
Morris." 

Ordered, That five hundred weight of Powder and a 
ton of Lead be purchased and kept in a Magazine, for the 
use of the new Regiment now to be raised for the County 
of Morris. 

Voted, That William De Hart, Esquire, be appointed 
to purchase the said Powder and Lead. 

Voted, That the Votes and Resolves of this meeting 
shall be subject to the control of the Provincial and Conti- 
nental Congresses, to take place after due notice being 
given to us by either of the said Congresses, of their disap- 
probation of all or any of our proceedings. 

And the Delegates taking into consideration the unhap- 
py circumstances of this Country, do recommend to the 
inhabitants of this County capable of bearing arms, to pro- 
vide themselves with Arms and Ammunition to defend 
their Country in case of any invasion. 
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.*, Adjourned till the ninth day of this month, at nine o'clock 
in the forenoon, to meet at the house of Captain Peter 
Dk/unon, in Morristoun. 



WOODBRIDGE (neW-JFRSI.i) COMMITTEE TO THE SEVERAL 
COMMITTEES OF M4SS ACHUSETTS. 

In Committer, Woodbridge, New-Jersey, ) 
, 'May 1, 1775. \ 

Ge^.tle^en : We have received repeated intelligence 
by expresses of your engaging and defeating the Regulars 
under the command of General Gage, which is universally 
credited in this Colony ; and we have the pleasure of as- 
suring you, your conduct and bravery on that occasion is 

' greatly applauded and admired by all ranks of men. In 
cdnsequence of the intelligence, a Provincial Convention 
will be held, as soon as the Members can possibly be con- 
vened ; in the mean time the inhabitants are putting them- 
selves in the best posture of defence, being determined to 

■ stand or fall with the liberties of America. We have, for 
Sortie time past, feared the New- Yorkers would desert 
American liberty, but are now fully convinced, by their 
late spirited conduct, that they are determined to support 
the grand cause. We also learn, with pleasure, that the 
inhabitants of Pennsylvania and the other Southern Prov- 
inces are firm, unanifrious, and spirited. We have only to 
add, that you have our unfeigned and hearty thanks for the 
nobje stand you have made, and our sincere and fervent 
prayers for a speedy deliverance from all your calamities. 
We are, very respectfully, gentlemen, your most obedi- 
ent humble servants. By order of the Committee: 

' Moses Bloomfield, Chairman. 



';',',',. New. York, May 1, 1775. 

This day the following gentlemen were chosen a Gene- 
ral Committee for the City and County of Netv- York, in 
the present alarming exigency : 

Isaac Low, 

Philip Livingston, 

James Duane, 

John AIsop, 

John Jay, 

P. V. B. Livingston, 
"'. Isaac Sears, 

David Johnston , 
■ Alex. McDougall, 

Thomas Randall, 

Leonard Lispenard, 

William Walton, 

John Broome, 

Joseph Hallett, 

Gabriel H. Ludlow, 

Nicholas Hoffman, 

Abraham Walton, 

Peter Van Schaack, 

Henry Remsen, 

Peter T. Curtenius, 

Abraham Brasher, 

Abraham P, Lott, 

Abraham Duryee, 

Joseph Bull, 

Francis Lewis, 

Joseph Totton, 

Thomas Ivors, 

Hercules Mulligan, 

John Anthony, 

Francis Bassett, 

Victor Bicker, 

John White, 

Theophilus Anthony, 

William Goforth, 



William Denning, 
Isaac Roosevelt, 
Jacob Van Voorbies, 
Jeremiah Piatt, 
Comfort Sands, 
Robert Bonson, 
William W. Gilbert, 
John Berrian, 
Gabriel W. Ludlow, 
Nicholas Roosevelt, 
Edward Fleming, 
Lawrence Embree, 
Samuel Jones, 
John De Lancey, 
Frederick Jay, 
William W. Ludlow, 
John B. Moore, 
Rodolphus Ritzma, 
Lindley Murray, 
Lancaster Burling, 
John Lasher, 
George Janeway, 
James Beckman, 
Samuel Verplanck, 
Richard Yates, 
David Clarksou, 
Thomas Smith, 
James Desbrosses, 
Augustus Van Home, 
Garret Ketletas, 
Eleazer Miller, 
Benjamin Kissam, 
John M. Scott, 



Cornelius Cloppor, 
John Reade, 
J. Van Courtlandt, 
Jacobus Van Zandt, 
G^rardus Dnyckinck, 
Peter Goelet, 
John Marston, 
Thomas Marston, 
John Morton, 
George Folliott, 
Jacobus Lefferts, 
Richard Sharps, 
Hamilton Young, 
Abram. Brinckerhoff, 
Benjamin Helme, 
Walter Franklin, 
David Beekman, 
William Seaton, 
Evert Banker, 
Robert Ray, 
Nicholas Bogart, 
William Laight, 
Samuel Broome, 
John Lamb, 
Daniel Phcnix, 
Anthony Van Dam, 
Daniel Dunscomb, 
John Imlay, 
Oliver Templeton, 
Lewis Pintard, 
Cornelius P. Low, 
Thomas Buchannan, 
Petrus Byvanck. . 



The following twenty-one gentlemen were, at the same 
time, chosen Deputies for the City and County of New- 
York, to meet Deputies of the other Counties in Provincial 
Congress, on Monday, the 21st of May, 1775 : 



Leonard Lispenard, 
Isaac Low, 
Abraham Walton, 
Isaac Roosevelt, 
Abraham Brasher, 
Alex. McDougall, 
P. V. B. Livingston, 



James Beekman, 
John M. Scott, 
Thomas Smith, 
Benjamin Kissam, 
Samuel Verplanck, 
David Clarkson, 
George Folliott, 



Joseph Hallet, 
J. Van Courtjandt, 
John De Lancey, 
Richard. Yates, 
John Marston, 
Walter Franklin, 
Jacobus Van Zandt. 



C'OtJNCIL OF NEW-YORK. . 

At a Council held at the Council Chamber in the City 
of New-York, on Monday, the first day of May, 1775, 
Present : The Honourable Cadwallader C'olden, Esquire, 
His Majesty's Lieutenant Governour, &c, &c, Mr. PVatts, 



Mr. De Lancey, Mr. Apthorp, Mr. Morris, Mr. Smith, Mr. 
Wallace, Mr. White, Mr. Axtell, Mr. Cruger, Mr. Jaun- 
cey. _ _ . . , 

That the advice of the Council for the prorogation of 
the Assembly may not be interpreted a neglect of the last 
intimations of His Majesty's pleasure for restoring the tran- 
quillity of the Empire, signified in the Earl of Dartmouth's 
Letter of the 3d of March, the Council observed to his 
Honour : 

That there was, in the course of the last winter, a gene- 
ral expectation in this Province of some signification to the 
Colonies upon the contested subject of taxation and other 
grievances, and an earnest desire in the people to maintain 
their ancient union with, and dependance upon Great 
Britain. 

That if the Secretary of State's Letter had found the 
Colony in this temper, there was room to hope, from the 
explicit declarations contained in it, of His Majesty's most 
gracious intentions of promoting a reconciliation between 
the several branches of the Empire, that the Colonies 
would have declared themselves upon its important con- 
tents in some way favourable to the Union, which every 
good subject to His Majesty so ardently desires, and which 
the Council conceive the people of this Colony were dis- 
posed most strenuously to promote. 

That Lord Dartmouth's Letter arrived on the' 24th of 
April, the very day after the news reached us of the me- 
lancholy event in the Massachusetts-Bay, of the 19th 
April, which has thrown the Provinces into confusion, 
kindled a flame that renders it impossible for the Repre- 
sentatives of the people to give that attention to his Lord- 
ship's Letter that is expected by His Majesty, until the 
, present ferments subside. 

Astonished by accounts of acts of hostility in the mo- 
ment of the expectation of terms of reconciliation, and now 
filled with distrust, the inhabitants of this City burst through 
all retraints on the arrival of the intelligence from Boston, 
and instantly emptied the vessel laden with Provisions for 
that place, and then seized the City Arms, and in the 
course of a few days distributed them among the multitude, 
formed themselves into Companies, and trained openly in 
the streets; increased the numbers and power of the Com- 
mittee before appointed, to execute the Association of the 
Continental Congress ; convened themselves, by beat of 
drum, for popular Resolutions ; have taken the keys of 
the Custom-House by military force ; shut up the Port; 
drawn a number of small cannon into the country ; called 
all parts of the Colony to a Provincial Convention ; chosen 
twenty Delegates for this City ; formed an Association, 
now signing by all ranks, engaging submission to Commit- 
tees and Congresses, in firm union with the rest of the 
Continent, and openly avow a resolution, not only to resist 
the Acts of Parliament complained of as grievances, but to 
withhold succours of all kinds from the Troops, and to 
repel every species of force, whenever it may be exerted, 
for enforcing the taxing claims of Parliament, at the risk of 
their lives and fortunes. 

In such a change of temper and conduct, (which has 
entirely prostrated His Majesty's Government in this Prov- 
ince,) there cannot be the least prospect of bringing the 
Assembly to a deliberate consideration of the Earl of Dart- 
mouth's Letter; nor is there any foundation for the most 
distant hope of accomplishing His Majesty's intentions, if 
there is any farther irritation by the movements of the 
Army, and fresh effusions of blood. And as it appears to 
the Council to be of the last importance to the British 
Empire, that the true state of the Colonies be immediately 
made known to His Majesty, and also to the Commander- 
in-chief of his forces on this Continent, the Council, moved 
by their zeal for the interest of the Crown and the felicity 
of His Majesty's subjects, recommend it to his Honour to 
transmit, as soon as possible, the full information of the 
late events in this Province, with assurances to General 
Gage that the great end of the reconciliation, so explicitly 
urged in the Secretary of State's Letter, cannot be accom- 
plished, agreeable to His Majesty's expectations, unless he 
can find means to remove the suspicion of his meditating 
further operations on the part of the Army, that the people 
may, with due composure of mind, attend to the terms 
recommended by His Majesty for re-establishing the tran- 
quillity of the Empire. 
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PROCLAMATION BY GOVERNOUR COLDEN. 

By the Honourable Cadwallader Golden, Esquire, His 
Majesty's Lieutenant Governour and Commander-in- 
Chief of the Province of New-York, and the Terri- 
tories depending thereon in America : 

A Proclamation. 

Whereas the General Assembly of this Province stands 
adjourned to the third day of May instant : I have thought 
fit for His Majesty's service to prorogue, and I do, by and 
with the advice of His Majesty's Council, prorogue the 
said General Assembly to the seventh day of June next, 
of which all His Majesty's subjects concerned therein are 
required to take notice, and govern themselves accord- 
ingly- 
Given under my hand and seal at arms, at Fort George, 

in the City of New- York, the first day of May, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventy-five, in the fifteenth year 
of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by 
the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth. 

Cadwallader Colden. 

By his Honour's command : 

Sam. Bayard, Jun., Deputy Secretary. 

God save the King. 



TIMOTHY PICKERING, JUNIOR, TO THE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY FOR MASSACHUSETTS. 

Salem, May 1, 1775. 

Gentlemen: As a great number of men will soon be 
out of employ within the limits of the First Regiment, in 
Essex, it is thought by many highly expedient that they 
should have an opportunity to enlist into the Army. I 
imagine a Regiment may presently be enlisted, if field 
officers be appointed ; and I beg leave to recommend Lieu- 
tenant Colonel John Mansfield, of Lynn, as well qualified to 
take the command of the proposed Regiment, and Captain 
Israel Hutchinson, of Danvers, to be the second in com- 
mand. The latter is an active man, of experience in war, 
having made three campaigns; and both he and Colonel 
Mansfield will, I am persuaded, be very acceptable to the 
people. I do not think just now of a Major ; but as soon 
as it is known that a Regiment is to be formed in the en- 
virons of Salem, I doubt not but a sufficient number of 
suitable persons will present themselves to fill all the va- 
cant offices in the Regiment. I am, gentlemen, your most 
humble servant, Tim. Pickering, Junior. 

To the Committee of Safety. 



BOSTON COMMITTEE TO DOCTOR JOSEPH WARREN. 

Boston, May I, 1775. 

Sir : We wrote you the 29th ultimo, per Mr. Edward 
Payne, who left the Town yesterday morning. As Gen- 
eral Gage thought that he could not, in his official capacity, 
correspond with you on the subject you impartedto him, 
he desired us to write you on it ; in conformity to which, 
we say that you have, in a great measure, adopted the same 
sentiments in your Resolves,, which we are this day favour- 
ed with in yours of yesterday, saving that part of it that 
respects persons being sent from hence to carry into exe- 
cution the desires of any of the inhabitants .of the Province 
now in Boston, respecting their bringing their effects from 
the different parts of the Government where their dwelling 
places are. In order to remove all difficulties, we do pro- 
pose to give to persons to be sent from bence, either ser- 
vants or others, passes to the office you have established, 
desiring they may be furnished with passes for so long a 
time as may be proper for them, according to the distance 
they go; that they may have liberty to procure any help 
necessary for the conveyance of said effects, and that they 
may pass and repass unmolested. 

If the above be agreeable, please to favour us with an 
answer by the bearerv We are, with respect and the great- 
est regard and sincere affection", Sir, your most humble obe- 
dient servants, John Scollay, Samuel Austin, 
Thos. Marshall, John Pitts, 
Timothy Newell, 

To Doctor Joseph Warren. 



LEMUEL WILLIAMS TO BENJAMIN AIKIN, ESQUIRE, IN* 
WATERTOWNT 

Dartmouth, May 1, 1775. 

Sir : I am desired to acquaint you that Mr. Samuel 
Allen, (by the desire of the principal part of the inhabit- 
ants of this place) is sent to you to know the minds of the 
Provincial Congress, whether it is most proper at this time 
for the Merchants in this place to send their Vessels and 
Provisions to sea, or not. Your early proposing the same 
to that respectable body, will much oblige your humble 
servant, Lemuel Williams. 



ELBRIDGE GERRY TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Monday morning, 1775. 

Mr. White, of Marblehead, from Boston, who has been 
an Addresser, was dismissed yesterday, after having been 
taken in a vessel of his own, with salt, and carried up to 
that place. He informs the inhabitants of Marblehead, 
that a transport arrived there yesterday with one hundred 
and fifty Troops, and sailed from Ireland in company with 
thirty-three more, which had on board eight Regiments, 
three hundred and fifty Recruits, and one Regiment of 
Dragoons. He parted with seventeen of them on Friday 
last ; and it was supposed when they all arrived, that they 
would be twelve thousand strong ; but I cannot conceive 
that there will be that number. Notwithstanding which, 
it may be highly necessary to be ready for such an army. 
This I have by a brother from Marblehead, just arrived, 
who received it from White, and thought it proper to 
apprize you of it, to be communicated to Congress, if neces- 
sary. He likewise adds an anecdote of a vessel in Mar- 
blehead, loaded with molasses, under custody ofjhe Sloop- 
of-War posted there, which the inhabitants boarded the last 
night : they slipped her cables, and after running her into 
the wharf, where a number of our men armed, were posted 
to receive her, they unladed her cargo, and saved the 
whole. 1 am, in much haste, Sir, your very humble ser- 
vant, Elbridge Gerry. 

Honourable President of the Congress. 



PETITION OF JONATHAN BREWER. 

To the Honourable the President and Members of the 
Provincial Congress o/Massachusetts-Bay, now sit- 
ting in Watertown, in said Province. 
The Petition of Jonathan Brewer, Esq., of Wahham, 
humbly sheweth : 

That your Petitioner having a desire of contributing all 
in his power for this Country's good, begs leave to propose 
to this honourable House to march with a body of five hun- 
dred Volunteers to Quebeck, by way of the Rivers Kennc- 
beck and Chadicr, as he humbly begs leave to apprehend 
that such a diversion of the Provincial Troops rnto that part , 
of Canada, would be the means of drawing the Governour 
of Canada with his Troops, into that quarter, and which 
would effectually secure the Northern and Western Fron- 
tiers from any inroads of the Regular or Canadian Troops. 
This he humbly conceives he could exe.0u.tp.. with all the 
facility imaginable. He therefore begs that this honour- 
able Assembly would lake this his proposal into considera- 
tion, and to act thereon as in their wisdom shall seem 
meet. J. Brewer. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER PROM HOLLAND, OF MAY 2, 1775, TO 
THE REV. MR. WILLIAM GORDON, OF ROXRURY. 

When the Parliament met, I was in hopes the manly 
Address of the General Congress to the King, and that 
to the People of England, would have opened their eyes, 
and have led them to apply a remedy suitable to the dis- 
ease ; but instead of that, what have they done ? Like true 
quacks, they deal in inflammatories, and attempt to heal 
by exasperating the evil they should cure. Of this nature 
is Lord North's concession, the merit of which, (if it has 
any) is wholly destroyed by the Restraining Bill. By this 
they will further provoke those who are already sufficiently 
enraged, and force the discarded useless fishermen to fly 
to arms, and to fight against Administration, from a princi- 
ple of hatred, as well as zeal for the publick. Never, sure, 
were Ministers more infatuated than those headless beings 
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who manage the affairs of England ; and to tell you the 
truth, it is like man like master with respect to the latter. 
Don't you remember what Mr. T . . . . once told you 
concerning his invincible obstinacy, as mentioned by a gen- 
tleman who was much about his person when he was a 
youth? Has not all his conduct confirmed it ever since 
he mounted the Throne ? For I am persuaded he (as 
tutored by the assuming favourite) and the junto, is at the 
bottom "of all these wild measures ; nor will they relinquish 
them till they smart severely for their folly. Don Quix- 
otejike, they are obstinately bent on fighting wind-mills ; 
arid no wonder if they get broken heads in the encounter. 
Were they alone to smart, it were no great matter ; but the 
mischief is, that I fear they will draw down irreparable evils 
upon both Englands. Lord North is only a tool to do the 
dirty work of his more dirty superiours ; and the precious 
Parlianient are, in their place, the tools to do his dirty 
work in return, for the pay he gives them. They have 
lately employed that old mungy jacobite Doctor, alias 
Dictionary Johnson, alias the Rambler, to answer the Con- 
gress, in a pamphlet entitled " Taxation no Tyranny" — 
a piece full of sophistical quibbles, dressed out in pedantick 
bombast language. I hope to see some good answer to it ; 
and am pleased to see how effectually the authors of the 
Monthly Review, in their last Review, (March,) have cut 
him down in a few words. If you ever see that periodical 
work on your side the water, it will give you pleasure to 
read what they have said on the subject. If we may be- 
lieyj the papers, all things with you threaten war, In the 
last it is affirmed the standard of liberty had been lately 
erected at Salejn, and that it was repaired to by numbers 
in arms, determined to fight or die. Should the King's 
Troops be worsted in any general action, of which I think 
there Is the greatest probability, what an uproar will it 
make-in .England. And then let the Ministry stand clear. 
If the Troops beat you, you can soon recruit. If they 
gain five battles", and lose but one, it is over with them, so 
greliJs the disadvantage under which they engage, besides 
what .arises .from the circumstances of climate, and fighting 
against- those who fight, or are at least persuaded they fight 
projiris ~et fads, and this upon their own ground. 

The English. Ambassador at the Hague applied to the 
States_to forbid their subjects supplying the Americans with 
arms and. .ammunition., ^The States published a prohibition 
under the penalty of a Thousand Guilders, that is, about 
Ninety Pounds Sterlings I leave you to comment on this 

\ at your leisure, and judge if, where the profits of a voyage 
are so great as a voyage of that kind must be, it is not 
worth_the merchant's while to risk that sum. And to as- 
sistlyojjnn your determination on that point, it is owned by 
our: Ambassador at this place, that a Dutch ship has lately 
got~\tiXo,.J^irginia, where it has landed four hundred barrels 
of powder and fourteen hundred stand of arms. France 
was applied. JO- to forbid its subjects furnishing you with 
any. military-stores. France, it is well known, could easily 
have crushed_all; such assistance by an express prohibition ; 
but._.j&3BCe.knows better than to do it, and therefore only 
tells Itslsubjeets, if they do it, it is entirely at their own 
risk, which is plainly saying, if you will venture, you may. 
Spain, when applied to, roundly refused to give any hin- 
drance-t9.l1.sr subjects supplying you ; and I dare say, from 
present appearances, will soon act openly against England. 
An._article lately appeared in'the English papers, that a 
Prussian,. ship sailed from Stetten to some part of America, 
with thirty field-pieces, a good store of powder, ball, and 
small, arms, arid six or seven Pnissian Generals, whose 

. narnes were..mentioned at length. This begins to gain 
great credit, in .this part of the world, and is now affirmed 
to be true.-. __ItJs;_5aid they were engaged for by an Ameri- 

_ «#?._ agent at Jthe. Court, pf Berlin. That politick Prince, 
too, is on the;:watch ; he bears no good will to the Court of 
London ; and _jn;:case JZngland should be engaged in a war 
With her. Colonies, 'will "carve himself a handsome slice out 
of ascertain Electorate., or the world will be greatly mis- 
taken. ■"----""■-'"■ 

JEXTKACT'Or A LETTEP. TROTr AN AMERICAN GETSTTLEMXN 
AT PARIS, BATED mAT 2, 1775, TO HIS FRIEND IN 
PHILADELPHIA. 

I find the French are extremely attentive to our Ameri- 
can politicks, and to a man Strongly in favour of us ; whe- 



ther mostly from ill-will to Britain, or friendship to the 
Colonies, may be matter of doubt; but they profess it to 
be upon a^principle of humanity, and a regard to the natu- 
ral rights of mankind. They say that the Americans will 
be either revered or detested by all Europe, according to 
their conduct at the approaching crisis; they will have no 
middle character ; for in proportion as their virtue and per- 
severance will render them a glorious, their tame submis- 
sion will make them a despicable people. 



GLOUCESTER COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee__of.GfoiLCC.sier, at {he 
Court-House, on Tuesday, the 2d of May, 1775 : 

Resolved, That we will not ship a single Hogshead of 
Tobacco to Great Britain, until the determination of the 
Continental Congress respecting Exportation be known. 

Resolved, That we deem the Resolution of our Com- 
mittee last November, not to ship any Tobacco to Mr. 
Norton's House, as still obligatory, the Ship Virginia 
having arrived without the concessions then required. 

Jasper Clayton. Cler'k. 



COUNCIL Or VIRGINIA. " "!.. ."" '. . 

At a Council held at the Palace, May 2, 1775. Pre- 
sent: His Excellency the GovernouT, Thos. Nelson, Rich- 
ard Corbin, William Byrd, Ralph Wormeley, Jr., Esquires, 
John Camm, Clerk, and John Page, Esquire. 

The Governour was pleased to address .himself to the 
Board in the following manner : 

Gentlemen: Commotions and insurrections have sud- 
denly been excited among the people, which threatens the 
very existence of His Majesty's government in this Colony ; 
and no other cause is assigned for such dangerous measures, 
than that the gunpowder, which had some time past been 
brought from on board one of the King's ships urwhich it 
belonged,'and was deposited in the Magazine of this City, 
has been removed, which, it is known, was done by my 
order, to whom, under the constitutional right of the Crown 
which I. represent, the custody and disposal of all publick 
stores of arms and ammunition alone belong. And whether 
I acted in this matter (as my indispensable duty required) 
to anticipate the malevolent designs of the enertiies*Qf order, 
and government, or to prevent the attempts of any" enter- 
prising negroes, the powder being still as ready and con- 
venient for being distributed for the defence of .the Country, 
upon any emergency, as it was before, which I. hare pub- 
lickly engaged to do, the expediency of the step I have 
taken is equally manifest, and therefore it must be evident 
that the same headstrong and designing people, who have 
already but too successfully employed their artifices in de- 
luding His Majesty's faithful subjects, and in seducing them 
from their duty and allegiance, have seized this entirely 
groundless subject of complaint, only to enslave afresh, and 
to precipitate as many as possible of the unwary into acts 
which, involving them in the same guilt, their corrupters 
think may bind them to the same plans and schemes which 
are unquestionably meditated in this Colony for subverting 
the present, and erecting a new form of Government. 

Induced by an unaffected regard for the general welfare 
of the people whom I have had the honour of governing, 
as well as actuated by duty and zeal in the .service of His 
Majesty, I call upon you, his Council, in this Colony, for 
your advice upon this pressing occasion ; and I submit to 
you whether a Proclamation should not issue conformable 
to what I have now suggested ; and before our fellow-sub- 
jects abandon themselves totally to extremities; which must 
inevitably draw down an accumulation of. every] human 
misery upon their unhappy Country, to warn thenrpf their 
danger, to remind them of the sacred paths of. aljegtance 
which they have taken, and to call up m then - breasts that 
loyalty and affection which upon so many occasions have 
been professed by them to their King, their lawful, sover- 
eign; and farther, to urge and exhort, in particular, those 
whose criminal proceedings on this occrassiOfi have been, and 
are still, so alarming, to return to their duty, and a due obe- 
dience to the laws ; and, in general, all persons whatsoever 
to rely upon the goodness and tenderness of our most gra- 
cious Sovereign to all his subjects, equally, and upon the 
wisdom of his Councils, for a redress of all their real 



liiiiUliii 



HWtvHx^i 



i^Mi^.^m^^^^^^^ii^ ^.^iim^a 



tai 



mimm*Ui* 



» 



^u^u^^^.^,^,^ 



465 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, xMAY, 1775. 



466 



grievances, which redress can only be obtained by constitu- 
tional applications; and, lastly, to enjoin all orders of peo- 
ple to submit, as becomes good subjects, to the legal au- 
thority of their Government, in the protection of which 
their own happiness is most interested. 

The Council thereupon acquainted his Excellency, that 
as the matters he had been pleased to communicate to them 
were of the greatest consequence, they desired time to de- 
liberate thereon till the next day. 



At a Council held at the Palace, May 3, 1775. Present : 
His Excellency the Governour, Thomas Nelson, Richard 
Corbin, William Byrd, Ralph Wormeley, Jr., Esquires, 
John Camm, Clerk, and John Page, Esquire. 

The Board resuming the consideration of the subject laid 
before them yesterday by the Governour, advised him to 
issue the following Proclamation ; and the same was ordered 
accordingly. 

By his Excellency the Right Honourable John Earl of 
Dunmore, His Majesty's Lieutenant and Governour 
General of the Colony and Dominion of Virginia, 
and Vice-Admiral of the same : 

A Proclamation. 
Virginia, to wit: 

Whereas there is too much reason to suppose that some 
persons in the different parts of this Colony are disaffected 
to His Majesty's Government, and by their weight and credit 
with the people, are endeavouring to bring the Country 
into such a. situation as to afford them the fairest prospect 
of effecting a change in the form of it, covering the wicked 
designs under the specious appearance of defending their 
liberties, and have taken advantage of the unhappy ferment 
which themselves have raised in the minds of their fellow- 
subjects, in prosecution of their dangerous designs to op- 
pose the most undoubted prerogative of the King, which, 
in a late instance, I thought it expedient to exert, by re- 
moving on board His Majesty's Ship the Fowey, a small 
quantity of Gunpowder, belonging to His Majesty, from 
the Magazine in this City : I have thought fit, by advice 
of His Majesty's Council, to issue this my Proclamation, 
with a view of undeceiving the deluded, and of exposing 
to the unwary the destruction into which they may be pre- 
cipitated, if they suffer themselves to be longer guided by 
such infatuated counsels. 

Although I consider myself, under the authority of (he 
Crown, the only constitutional judge in what manner the 
munition, provided for the protection of the people of this 
Government, is to be disposed of for that end, yet, for 
effecting the salutary objects of this Proclamation, and re- 
moving from the minds of His Majesty's subjects the 
groundless suspicions they have imbibed, I think proper to 
declare that the apprehensions which seemed to prevail 
throughout this whole Country, of an intended insurrection 
of the Slaves, who had been seen in large numbers in the 
night time about the Magazine, and my knowledge of its 
being a very insecure depository, were my inducements to 
that measure, and I chose the night as the properest season, 
because I knew the temper of the times, and the misinter- 
pretations of my design which would be apt to prevail if 
the thing should be known. Acting under these motives, 
I certainly rather deserved the thanks of the Country, 
than their reproaches. But whenever the present ferment 
shall subside, and it shall become necessary to put arms 
into the hands of the Militia for the defej^e of the people 
against a foreign enemy or intestine insurgents, I shall be as 
ready as on a late occasion to exert my best abilities in the 
service of the Country. In the mean time; "as. it is indis- 
pensably necessary to maintain order and the authority of 
the laws, and thereby the dignity of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, I exhort and require, in His Majesty's name, all his 
faithful subjects to leave no expedient unessayed which may 
tend to that happy end. Such as are not to be influenced 
by the love of order for its own sake, and the blessings it 
is always productive of, would do well to consider the in- 
ternal weakness of this Colony, as well as the dangers to 
which it is exposed from a savage enemy, who, from the 
most recent advices I have received from the frontier in- 
habitants, are reajy to renew their hostilities against the 
people of this Country. But as, oh the one hand, nothing 



can justify men, without proper authority, in a rapid recur- 
rence to arms, nothing excuse resistance to the Executive 
power in the due enforcement of law ; so, on the other, 
nothing but such resistance and outrageous proceedings 
shall ever compel me to avail myself of any means that 
may carry the appearance of severity. 

Anxious to restore peace and harmony to this distracted 
Country, and to induce a firmer reliance on the goodness 
and tenderness of our most gracious Sovereign to all his 
subjects equally, and on the wisdom of his Councils for a 
redress of all their real grievances, which can only be ob- 
tained by loyal and constitutional applications, I again call 
upon and require all His Majesty's liege subjects, and espe- 
cially all Magistrates and other officers, both civil and mili- 
tary, to exert themselves in removing the discontents, and 
suppressing the spirit of faction which prevail among the 
people, that a dutiful submission to the laws of the land 
may be strictly observed, which shall ever be the rule of 
my conduct, as the interest and happiness of this Dominion 
ever have been, and shall continue to be, the objects of my 
administration. 

Given under my hand, and the seal of the Colony, at 
Williamsburgh, this third day of May, 1775, and in the fif- 
teenth year of His Majesty's reign. Dunmore. 
God save the King. 

COMMITTEE OF INSPECTION FOR KENT COUNTY ON DELA- 
WARE. 
Dover, Tuesday, May 2, 1775. P. M. 

The Committee met by adjournment, when the follow- 
ing Letter was laid before them by the President of the 
Committee of Correspondence for said County : 

" I acknowledge to have wrote a piece (and did not sign 
it) since said to be an extract of a Letter from Kent County 
on Delaware, published in Humphreys's Ledger, No. 3. 
It was not dated from any place, and is somewhat altered 
from the original. I folded it up, and directed the same 
to Joshua Fisher and Sons. I had no intention to have it 
published, and further let them know, the author thought 
best it should not be published, nor did I think they would. 
I am sincerely sorry I ever wrote it, as also for its being 
published, and hope I may be excused for this my first 
breach in this way, and I intend it shall be the last. 

" Robert Holliday." 
To the Committee of Correspondence for Kent County on 

Delaware. 

Resolved unanimously, That this be not satisfactory, and 
that Mr. Holliday be requested to attend the Committee 
at their next meeting, on Tuesday the ninth instant, then 
to give further satisfaction for the gross misrepresentation 
of the people of this County, by said Letter, from which 
an extract was published in Humphreys's Ledger. 

Tuesday, May 9, P. M. 

The Committee met according to adjournment, when 
Mr. Holliday appeared, and offered to make the necessary 
concessions for his conduct. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to draw up Mr. Holliday's concessions in writing. 

This being done, Mr. Holliday waited on the Com- 
mittee with his concessions, drawn up in the form of an 
Address, as follows : 

" To the Committee of Inspection for Kent County on 
Delaware : 

" Gentlemen : With sorrow and contrition for my weak- r 
ness and folly, I confess myself the author of the Letter 
from which an extract was published in the third number 
of Humphreys's Ledger, said to be from Kent County, on 
Delaware, but at the same time do declare it was published 
without my consent, and not without some alterations. 

"I am now convinced the political sentiments therein 
contained were founded in the grossest errour, more espe- 
cially that malignant insinuation, that " if the King's Stand- . 
ard were now erected, nine out of ten would repair to it," 
could not have been suggested but from the deepest insinu- 
ation. True, indeed it is, the people of this County have 
ever shown a zealous attachment to His Majesty's person 
and Government, and whenever he raised his standard in, 
a just cause, were ready to flock to it; but let the severe 
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account Lnow.render to. an injured people witness to the 
world, that none are more ready to oppose tyranny, or to 
be first in the cause of liberty, than the inhabitants of Kent 
County. 

" Conscious that I can render no satisfaction adequate to 
the injuries done ray Country, I can only beg the forgive- 
ness of my countrymen upon those principles of humanity 
which may induce them to consider the frailty of human 
nature. And I do profess and promise, that I will never 
again oppose those laudable measures necessarily adopted 
by my countrymen for the preservation of American free- 
dom, but will co-operate with them to the utmost of my 
abilities, in their virtuous struggle for liberty, so far as is 
consistent with my religious principles. 

" Robert Holliday." 

May 9, 1775. 

Voted satisfactory. 

Published by order of the Committee, 

Thomas Nixon, Jr., Clerk. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GKNTLEMAN IN PHILADEL- 
PHIA TO HIS FRIEND IN LONDON. 

Philadelphia, May 2, 1775. 

Do not we see the hand of Providence in the late re- 
pulse of the National soldiery ? New-England men who 
are justly noted for religious attentions, do say, that God 
hath evidently appeared on their side, and fought for them ; 
thus deriving powerful motives for perseverance and vigour 
in a cause so favoured. And indeed the battle has been 
the Lord's. He has wrought by few, as easily as he could 
by many. 

The Militia, it is said, threaten the siege of Boston, how- 
ever difficult it may seem, and we have a report that Gen- 
eral Gage is suffering the inhabitants to retire. This fore- 
bodes the destruction of that City ; but the people of the 
Colony contemplate that consequence, the bombardment 
of their Coast-Towns, and the total stagnation of their 
Fishery and Trade. These advices must strike terrour 
into the British Ministry, and astonish all Europe. But 
this comes of driving people to despair. Though I trust 
you will have come away, yet I venture to risk a letter. 

This is the last I. shall write to you, till further advices 
from you. Indeed means of conveyance will probably fail, 
for we expect that the Congress (about to sit) will recom- 
mend the total suspension of exportation at their first meet- 
ing. This has already taken place at New- York. The 
van of the New-England Militia has actually arrived there, 
and will be joined by the inhabitants, who are arraying. 
You may be assured that from Maryland north-eastward, 
there is no' scarcity of ammunition. Gunpowder abounds 
in New-England. A proper magazine of victuals for six 
months, and stores, (even tents for thirty thousand men,) 
have been collected at Worcester, forty-five miles west of 
Boston. 

Our City affords thirty Companies, from fifty to one 
hundred each, of trained bands, who daily practise the 
manual exercise of the musket. Citizens may not perhaps 
be so much esteemed as soldiers ; but it is the same through- 
out the Country. 



NEW-JERSEY COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE. 

At a meeting of the New-Jersey Provincial Committee 
of Correspondence (appointed by the Provincial Congress) 
at the City of New -Brunswick, on Tuesday, the second 
day of May, Anno Domini, 1775, agreeable to summons 
of Hendrick. Fisher, Esq., Chairman. 

Present: Hendrick Fisher, Samuel Tucker, Joseph 
Borden, Joseph Biggs, Isaac Pearson, John Chetwood, 
Lewis Ogden, Isaac Ogden, Abraham Hunt, and Elias 
Boudinot, Esquires. 

The Committee having seriously taken into consideration 
as well the present alarming and very extraordinary conduct 
of the British Ministry, for carrying into execution sundry 
Acts of Parliament for the express purpose of raising a 
revenue in America, and other unconstitutional measures 
therein mentioned ; as also the several acts of hostility 
that have l)een actually commenced for this purpose by the 
Regular Forces under General Gage against our brethren 
of the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay, in New-England ; 



and not knowing how soon this Province may be in a state 
of confusion and disorder, if there are not some effectual 
measures speedily taken to prevent the same : This Com- 
mittee are unanimously of opinion, and do hereby advise 
and direct, that the Chairman do immediately call a Pro- 
vincial Congress to meet at Trenton, on Tuesday the 
twenty-third day of this instant, in order to consider of and 
determine such matters as may then and there come before 
them ; and the several Counties are hereby desired to nomi- 
nate and appoint their respective Deputies for the same, as 
speedily as may be, with full and ample powers for such 
purposes as may be thought necessary for the peculiar exi- 
gencies of this Province. 

The Committee do also direct their Chairman to forward 
true copies of the above minute to the several County Com- 
mittees of this Province, without delay. 

Hendrick Fisher, Chairman. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 



The Committee 
Monday, 1st May, 

Isaac Low, 
Philip Livingston, 
James Duane, 
John Alsop, 
Isaac Sears, 
Alex. McDougall, 
Thomas Randall, 
Leonard Lispenard, 
William Walton, 
John Broome, 
Joseph Hallett, 
Nicholas Hoffman, 
Abraham Walton, 
Peter Van Schaack, 
Henry Remsen, 
Peter T. Curtenius, 
Abraham Brasher, 
Abraham P. Lott, 
Abraham Duryee, 
Joseph Bull, 
Francis Lewis, 
Joseph Totten, 
Thomas Ivors, 
Hercules Mulligan, 
John Anthony, 
.Francis Bassett, 
Victor Bicker, 
John White, 



met at the Exchange, at six o'clock, 
1775. Present: 



Theophilus Anthony, 
William Goforth, 
William Denning, 
Isaac Roosevelt, 
Jacob Van Voorhies, 
Jeremiah Piatt, 
Comfort Sands, 
Robert Benson, 
William W. Gilbert, 
Nicholas Roosevelt, 
John Berrian, 
Edward Fleming, 
John De Lancey, 
Frederick Jay, 
William W. Ludlow, 
John B. Moore, 
Lindley Murray, 
Lancaster Burling, 
John Lasher, 
George Janeway, " 
James Beekman, 
Richard Yates, 
David Clarkson, 
Thomas Smith, 
James Desbrosses, 
Augustus Van Home, 
Garret Kettletas, 
Eleazer Miller, 



Benjamin Kissam, 
John M. Scott. 
Cornelius Cloppi r, 
John Ruade, 
John Van Cortl.mdt, 
Jacobus Van Zaridt, 
Gerardus Duyckmck, 
John Maistou, 
Thomas M.irston, 
Richard Sharpe, 
Hamilton Young, 
Benjamin Tlelm", 
Walter Franklin, 
David Beekman, 
William Seaton, 
Nicholas Bogart, 
"Wflliajn Laight, 
Samuel Broome, 
John Lajjib, 
Daniel Plienix, 
Anthony Van Dam, 
Daniel Dunscomb, 
John Jmlay, 
Oliver" Templeton, 
Cornelius P. Low, 
Thoinas r Bncftannan, 
PetruB Byyanck. 



Mr. Isaac Low was unanimously elected Chairman ; 
Mr, Henry Bemsen, Deputy Chairman ; Mr. John Blagge, 
Secretary ; and Mr. Thomas Pettit, Messenger. 

The following Address was received from Mr. Samuel 
Broome and his Company, which was read in the words 
following, viz : 

"Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen: 

" We wait on you by order of one hundred inhabitants 
who have formed themselves into a Military Association 
Company, in order to co-operate with their fellow-citizens 
in carrying into effect the purposes of the General Asso- 
ciation ; and we are desired to assure you that they have 
great confidence in your wisdom and zeal, and are deter- 
mined to be guided by your advice, and to support your 
resolutions respecting the preservation of American liberty, 
of the peace and good order of the City, the safety of 
individuals (unless proscribed by you) and of private pro-' 
perty ; upon every occasion we will cheerfully take our 
tour of duty ; and when our services are wanted you may 
apply to Mr. Samuel Broome, who we have chosen to 
command us." 

Mr. Scott moved, seconded by Mr, McDougall, That 
a Sub-Committee of four members for each Ward be ap- 
pointed to offer the Association without delay to the inha- 
bitants of this City and County, and that they take down 
the names of such of them as shall not sign the Associa- 
tion, and report their names to this Committee. 

On the question, whether every person should be waited 
on except the Lieutenant-Go vernour, carried in the affirm- 
ative, by a great majority. 

The following Rules for the government of this Com- 
mittee in their debates and proceedings, were read, agreed 
to, and ordered to be entered on their Minutes, viz : 

1st. That the Chairman, and in his absence, the" Deputy 
Chairman, and in the absence of both, a Chairman to be 
appointed pro tempore, shall preside at every meeting, 



aj|utettjfa^g^iwj#ig^^M^iflfc^g^gj*g^ 



jiUi'L,jiMia..^.L^.j»to 1 ,Mktt rt rtitilBtiiiiirtiti 



469 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, he, MAY, 1775. 



470 



and keep order and decorum, and that it shall be his duty 
lo sign all letters from the Board. 

2d. That a Secretary shall be appointed who is not a 
member of the Board. 

3d. That all Addresses shall be made to the Chair, and 
standing. 

4th. That if more than one shall rise to speak at the 
same time, the Chairman shall determine who shall first be 
heard. 

5th. That the substance of every motion which, is 
seconded, shall be entered on the Minutes. 

6th. That nojnterruption shall be offered while a mem- 
ber is delivering his sentiments. 

7th. That every question shall be determined by a 
majority of voices, and after a determination, the same 
question shall not be resumed, but with the consent of a 
majority at a subsequent meeting. 

8th. That when a question shall be determined, the 
names of the members shall be entered as they shall vote, 
on each side. 

9th. That the Committee shall" meet every Monday at 
six o'clock in the evening, and on application of any five 
members the Chairman, or in his absence the Deputy, and 
in the absence of both, the Secretary, shall call a special 
meeting, printed notice whereof to be left at the residence 
of each member. 

10th. That, for the despatch of business and to prevent 
interruptions, the doors, at our meetings, shall be shut, 
and that no act, proceeding, or debate of the Committee 
shall be published or diyulged, except to a member, unless 
leave shall be first given by the Committee. 

11th. That when the Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
shall be out of Town, the five first members named on the 
list of the body, wlio may be in Town, shall be at liberty to 
open Letters directed to the Committee, and that the con- 
tents of such Letters shall not be communicated but to a 
member, without leave of the Committee. 

12th. That every member after appearing shall keep his 
seat, and not leave the Committee without the consent of 
the Chairman.: 

13th. That no question shall be determined the day that 
it is agitated, if one-third of the members then present 
desire it to be postponed to the next meeting. 

14th. That no member shall be at liberty to speak .more 
than twice to the same point without leave of .the Board. 

15th. That at every stated weekly meeting, these 
Rules shall be publickly read previous to the proceeding 
upon business... 

Whereas it appears by the publick Papers that all Ex- 
portation from Philadelphia to Qucbeck, Nova-Scotia, 
Georgia, and Newfoundland, or any part of the Fishing 
• Coasts or Fishing Islands are suspended, and that it be 
accordingly recommended to every Merchant immediately 
to suspend all Exportation to those places until the Conti- 
nental Congress, shall give further orders therein : 

Resolved, That the above measure be recommended by 
this Committee to the Merchants and Inhabitants of this 
City and County, and that henceforth no Provisions or 
other necessaries be sent from this Port to the Army or 
Navy at Boston, and that the Committee of Philadelphia 
be requested to establish the same restriction, until the 
Continental Congress shall give further orders therein. 

Ordered, That the above be published. 

Ordered. That Mr. Scott, Mr. Van Schaack, and Mr. 
McDougaU be a Sub-Committee to draft and report an 
Answer to Captain Samuel Broome's Address. 

Mr, McDougaU moved, seconded by Mr. Scott, that a 
Sub-Committee be appointed to devise ways and means to 
purchase Arms, Ammunition, and Provisions in our exi- 
gency, and that they report the same without delay to this. 
Committee. 

Carried unanimously in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That Mr. Remsen, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Mc- 
DougaU, Mr. Randall, Mr. Lispenard, Mr. Van Dam, Mr. 
Sands, Mr. Kissam, Mr. Scott, Mr. Duryee, Mr. Yates 
and Mr. Curtenius be a Committee for the above pur- 
pose. 

The Committee adjourned until to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 



The Committee met, by adjournment, Tuesday morn- 
ing, nine o'clock, May 2, 1775. Present: ....__ 

Isaac Low, William Goforth, Cornelius Clopper, 

Philip Livingston, Isaac Roosevelt, John Reade, 

James Duane, Jacob Van Voorhies, John Van Cortlandt, 

Isaac Sears, Jeremiah Piatt, Jacobus Van Zandt, 

Alex. McDougaU, Comfort Sands, GerardusDuyckinck, 

Thomas Randall, Robert Benson, John Marston, 

Leonard Lispenard, William W. Gilbert, Thomas Marston, - 

William Walton, John Berrian, Richard Sharpe, 

John Broome, John Be Lancey, Hamilton Ypumj, 

Joseph Hallett, Frederick Jay, David BeeTunan, 

Gabriel H. Ludlow, William W. Ludlow, William Seatpn, 

Nicholas Hoffman, John B. Moore, Nicholas Bogart, 

Abraham Walton, Lancaster Burling, William Laight, 

Henry Remsen, John Lasher, Samuel Broome, 

Peter T Curtenius, George Janeway, John Lamb, 

Abraham Brasher, James Beekman, Daniel Phenix, 

Abraham P. Lott, Richard Yates, Anthony Van Dam, 

Abraham Duryee, Thomas Smith, Daniel Dunscomb, 

Joseph Bull, James Desbrosses, John Imlay, 

Francis Lewis, Augustus Van HqrnCj Oliver Templeton, 

Joseph Totten, Eleazer Miller, Cornelius" F. Xow, 

Thomas Ivers, Garret Kettletas, Thomas Buchannan, 

Hercules Mulligan, Benjamin Kissam, Petrus Byvanck. 

Theophilus Anthony, John M. Scott, 

Mr. Duane moved, seconded by Mr. McDougaU, that 
the Committee come into the following Resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to every 
inhabitant to perfect himself in Military Discipline, and be 
provided with Arms, Accoutrements, and Ammunition as 
directed by law. 

Carried unanimously in the affirmative. ...._, 

Ordered, That the above Resolve be immediately made 
publick by a handbill. 

Mr. Goforth moved, seconded by Mr. Lamb, that a 
Committee be appointed to move all the Cannon out of 
Town that are private property, and to provide every thing 
necessary thereto, and that a particular account be taken 
of them, and the names of the proprietors. 

Carried unanimously in the affirmative, 

Ordered, That Captain Sears, Captain Randall, Mr. 
Lamb, Mr. A. P. Lott, Mr. Brasher, and Mr. Goforth 
be a Sub-Committee for the above purposes. Names 
added : Mr. Berrian, Mr. Sands, Mr. Byvanck. 

Mr. Lamb, seconded by Mr. McDougaU, made a motion 
in the words following, viz : 

Whereas it is essentially necessary in the present posture 
of our affairs, that the true state of this City should be 
known in regard to what quantity of Arms _and Ammuni- 
tion can be procured for our defence : 

I move that a Sub-Committee of Inspection be appointed 
for that purpose, and to make inquiry of the inhabitants 
what Military Stores and Arms they have for their own 
use, and for sale, and that the said Committee be desired to 
report the same to this Board with all convenient speed. 

Which being unanimously agreed to; . 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committees 
appointed for carrying about the Association in the differ- 
ent Wards, and that the same consist of the following per- 
sons, viz : 
MontgomerieWaed. — Joseph Bull, JohnBerrian,David 

Beekman, Petrus Byvanck. 
Sopth Ward. — Thomas Randall, Frederick Jay, John 

Lasher. 
Dock Ward. — Gabriel H. Ludlow, Nicholas Hoffman, 

Gerardus Duyckinck, and Abraham Brinkerhoff. 
West Ward. — Jacob Van Voorhies, Peter T. Curtenius, 

William W. Gilbert, John Van Cortlandi.. 
North Ward. — Captain Fleming, John White, Robert 

Benson, John Anthony. 
Out Ward. — -John M. Scott, George Janeway, Corne- 
lius P. Low, Jeremiah Piatt, Benjamin Helme. 
East Ward. — Thomas Ivers, John Imlay. Oliver Tem- 
pleton, John Broome, Joseph Hallett, Augustus Van 

Home, Daniel Phenix. 

Mr. Duane moved, seconded by Mr. McDougaU, that 
the Committee come into the following Resolution, viz : 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to his 
Honour the Lieutenant-Go vernour, to explain the motives 
which, at this alarming juncture, have obliged the inhabit- 
ants to appoint the present Committee for their safety and 
preservation, and to assure his Honour that this Committee 
will at all times exert their utmost endeavours to promote 
good order, and support the Civil Magistrates _as far as 
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shall be compatible with the melancholy exigency of our 
publick affairs. 

Carried unanimously in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the following gentlemen be a Committee 
for the above purpose, viz : Mr. Duane, Mr. Scott, Mr. 
John Jay, Mr. Van Schaaclc, Mr. Kissam, Mr. Mc- 
Dougall, Mr. Low, and Mr. Lewis. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Correspondence and 
Intelligence be appointed, and that it consist of the follow- 
ing persons, viz: Mr. Low, Mr. Van Schaaclc, Mr. Kis- 
sam, Mr. Scott, Mr. Jones, Mr. P. V. B, Livingston, 
Mr. Van Cortlandt and Mr. McDougall, who are desired 
to transmit to England, and to the Committees of the prin- 
cipal Cities on this Continent, copies of the Association 
entered into in this City, with such further acts and resolu- 
tions of this Committee for advancing the common cause, 
as they shall direct to be published. 

The Committee adjourned until to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 



ASSOCIATION OF NEW-YORK. 

New-York, May 4, 1775. 
The following Association was set on foot here last 
Saturday, April 29, and has been transmitted, for signing, 
to all the Counties m the Province, and signed by most of 
the men of this Chy : 

" Persuaded that the salvation of the rights and liberties 
of America depend, under God, on the firm union of its 
inhabitants, in a vigorous prosecution of the measures 
necessary for its safety, and convinced of the necessity of 
preventing the anarchy and confusion which attend a disso- 
lution of the powers of Government : We, the Freemen, 
Freeholders, and Inhabitants of the City and County of 
New-York, being greatly alarmed at the avowed design of 
the Ministry to raise a revenue in America, and shocked 
by the bloody scene now acting in the Massachusetts-Bay, 
do, in the most 'solemn manner, resolve never to become 
slaves; and do associate, under all the ties of religion, 
honour, and love to our Country, to adopt and endeavour 
to carry into execution whatever measures may be recom- 
mended by the Continental Congress, or resolved upon by 
our Pro vincraL Convention, for the purpose of preserving 
our Constitution and opposing the execution of the several 
arbitrary and. oppressive Acts of the, British Parliament, 
until a reconciliation between Great Britain and America, 
on constitutional principles, (which we most ardently de- 
sire,) can be obtained ; and that we will, in all things, 
follow the advice of pur.General Committee respecting the 
purposes aforesaid, the preservation of peace and good 
order, and the safety of individuals and private property." 



GOVEKNOUR. WANTON TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
RHODE-ISLAND. 

Newport, May 2, 1775. 
To the General Assembly of the English Colony of 
Rhode-Island, Sfc, to be held at Providence, within 
and for suid Colony, on the first Wednesday in May, 
1775. .._." 

Gentlemen: As indisposition prevents my meeting you 
in the General Assembly, that candour I have so often ex- 
perienced from the Representatives of the freemen of this 
Colony encourages me to hope that you will excuse my 
personal attendance at this Session. Since the last Session . 
of the General Assembly at Providence, 1 have had the 
honour of reserving a letter from the Earl of Dartmouth, 
one of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, dated 
Whitehall, thejjd of March, 1775, enclosing the Resolu- 
tion of J.he_ House of Commons, respecting the provision 
which theyexpect each Colony or Province in America 
to make for tlie. common defence, and also for the civil 
Government land the administration of justice in such Colo- 
ny, both which I have directed to be laid before you, and 
also a letter, from the Committee of the Provincial Con- 
gress, which _are all the. publick letters I have received 
during the recess. 

As the dispute between Great Britain and the Colonies 
is now brought to a most alarming, dangerous crisis, and 
this ouce Happy Country threatened with all the horrours 
and calamitfel of; a civil war, I consider myself bound by 



every tie of duty and affection, as well from an ardent 
desire to see a union between Britain and her Colonies 
established upon an equitable, permanent basis, to entreat 
you to enter into the consideration of the Resolution of the 
House of Commons, and also his Lordship's Letter which 
accompanied that Resolution, with the temper, calmness, 
and deliberation which the importance of them demands, 
and with that inclination to a reconciliation with the Parent 
State which will recommend your proceedings to His Ma- 
jesty and both Houses of Parliament. 

The prosperity and happiness of this Colony is founded 
on its connexion with Great Britain, " for if once we are 
separated, where shall we find another_B ntain tp_ supply 
our loss? Torn from the body to which we are united by 
Religion, Liberty, Laws, and Commerce, we must bleed 
at every vein." "'..."_ _ _, 

Your Charter privileges are of too much importance to 
be forfeited ; you will, therefore, duly consider the inter- 
esting matters now before you with the most attentive 
caution ; and let me entreat you not to suffer your proceed- 
ings for accommodating these disputes, which have already 
too long subsisted between both Countries, to have the least 
appearance of anger or resentment ; but that a kind, respect- 
ful behaviour towards His Majesty and both Houses of 
Parliament accompany all your deliberations, 

I shall always be ready to join with you in every mea- 
sure which will secure the full possession of our invaluable 
Charter privileges to the latest posterity, and prevent" the 
good people of this Colony from that ruin and destruction 
which, in my opinion, some of the. orders of _the late As- 
sembly must inevitably involve them inyif they are not 
speedily repealed ; for, besides the fatal, consequences of 
levying war against the King, the immense load. of debt 
that will be incurred, if the late Resolutions for raising an 
Army of Observation of fifteen hujidred. men within this 
Colony be carried into execution, will be insupportahle, 
and must unavoidably bring on universal bankruptcy 
throughout this Colony. 

If I have the honour of being re-elected, I shall, as I 
ever have done, cheerfully unite with you in every pro- 
ceeding (which may be consistent with that .duty and alle- 
giance which I owe to the King and the British _C_opstit_u-. 
tion) for increasing the welfare and happiness of this. Gov- 
ernment. . .. . .' . 

I am, with great respect and esteem, gentlemen, your 
most humble servant, J. Wanton. 



PROVIDENCE, RHODE-ISLAND, COMMITTEE TO COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Providence, May 2, 1775. 
Sir: The bearer hereof, John Lascell, hath been ap- 
pointed by the Committee of Inspection for this Town to 
ride as a special post between this and Cambridge, Box- 
bury, &c. He will return on Friday next.. We have.pnly 
to inform you that the General Assembly of this Colony 
meet here to-morrow, for the purpose of .an annual ..elec- 
tion, Sic, in which session the melancholy situation of your 
Colony in particular, and of America In general, will be 
seriously attended to. What will be the result, God Al- 
mighty only knows ; we wish and expect the best. Should 
any thing occur demanding particular notice, you will 
please to intimate it. - ; _ ; _ "-. --=■■' 

We are, Sir, with unfeigned affection, your friends and 
brethren, James Angell, 

J. Varnum, 
Ezekl. Cornell. 
President. Committee of Safety at Cambridge, ... _ 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A.. GENTLEMAN _IJ£. . CONNEC- 
TICUT TO HIS FRIEND IN NEW-YOBK, ~DATED~MAY 2, 

1775. 

I received your esteemed favour of the Jii\,h_ April, and 
observe your fears respecting the times, which are truly 
distressing; however, 1 feel no apprehensigns.frorn General 
Gage's ever being able to penetrate into the country thus 
far, if he was even reinforced with fifty thousand men. In 
the last conflict there never was more than two_hjundred and 
fifty men engaged with the Troops, who made out to kill, 
wound, and take prisoners, upwards of two hundred of his 
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men, with the loss of thirty-seven at most, which would 
not have been even so many, but the ardour of the country 
people led them between the flank guards and main body 
several tjrnes, which exposed them to certain death, being 
between two fires. 

Our Assembly has sent two gentlemen to General Gage, 
to give him to understand that if he means to continue his 
hostile proceedings, he roust expect all the country armed 
against him, determined to repel force with force to the last 
man ; and I believe the prudent General will not venture 
his bones forty miles out in the country, with all the aid 
expected over this summer. The people in this country 
and Massachusetts, Sic, are in high spirits, and fear him 
not, but wish he would try one expedition more into the 
country. 

NATHANIEL FREEMAN TO DR. BENJAMIN CHURCH. 

Sandwich, May 2, 1775. 

Sir : Yours, enclosing the Resolve of the Committee 
of Safety, as to securing the boats, &c, has been received. 
I have secured all the boats in this part of the Country 
that will be of service to the Colony, and have given Col. 
Cobb orders to secure those below, which, I presume, by 
this time is done. We hauled the boats ashore, and hid 
them in swamps, sand, and wood, which was all that could 
be done here, Any farther orders from the honourable 
Committee in the cause of God and my Country, I am 
ready to execute, with the greatest pleasure. And am, Sir, 
your very humble servant, Nathl. Freeman. 

Doctor Church. 



GENERAL THOMAS TO COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Roxbury Camp, May 2, 1775. 

Gentlemen : In consequence of directions from the 
Committee of Safety, I sent an officer, on whom I could 
depend, to the house of Governour Hutchinson, who 
brought off all the papers he could find in that house, but 
I was informed that Colonel Taylor, of Milton, had lately 
taken several trunks out of the Governour's house not many 
days ago, in order to save them from being plundered. I 
immediately sent another messenger to Colonel Taylor for 
all the papers that belong to Governour Hutchinson, which 
he had in possession ; he sent me for answer, he did not 
know of any papers that belong to Doctor Hutchinson, 
but just now comes and informs me that there are several 
trunks in his house, which he took as aforesaid, which he 
expects will be sent for very soon, and suspects there may 
be papers in the trunks ; and if it is thought proper two or 
three judicious persons be sent to break open and search 
for papers, he will give them his assistance. This, gentle- 
men, is submitted to the consideration of the honourable 
Committee. I have, gentlemen, the honour to subscribe 
myself your most obedient humble servant, 

Jno. Thomas. 



COMMITTEE OF SAFETY OF MASSACHUSETTS TO THE GOV- 
ERNOUR OF CONNECTICUT. 

Cambridge, May 2, 1775, 

We yesterday had a conference with Dr. Johnson and 
Colonel Wolcott, who were appointed by your Assembly 
to deliver a letter to, and hold a conference with, General 
Gage. We feel the warmest gratitude to you for those 
generous and affectionate sentiments, which yen entertain 
towards us. But you will allow us to express our uneasi- 
ness on account of one paragraph in your letter, in which a 
cessationof hostilities is proposed. We fear that our breth- 
ren in Connecticut are not even yet convinced of the cruel 
designs of Administration against America, nor thoroughly 
sensible of the miseries to which General Gage's Army 
have reduced this wretched Colony. We have lost the 
Town of Boston, and we greatly fear for the inhabitants of 
Boston, as we find the General is perpetually making new 
conditions, and forming the most unreasonable pretensions 
for retarding their removal from that garrison. Our sea- 
ports on the eastern coasts are mostly deserted. Our 
people have been barbarously murdered by an insidious 
enemy, who, under cover of the night, have marched into 
the heart of the country, spreading destruction with fire, 
and sword. No business but that of war is either done or 



thought of in this Colony. No agreement or compact with 
General Gage will in the least alleviate our distress, as no 
confidence can possibly be placed in any assurances he can 
give to a people whom he has first deceived in the matter, 
taking possession of and fortifying the Town of Boston, and 
whom he has suffered his Army to attack in the most in- . 
human and treacherous manner. Our relief now must 
arise from driving General Gage, with his Troops, out of 
the Country, which, with the blessing of God, we are de- 
termined to accomplish, or perish in the attempt, as we 
think ; an honourable death in the field, whilst fighting for 
the liberties of all America, far preferable to being butch- 
ered in our own houses, or to be reduced to an ignominious 
slavery. 

We roust entreat that our sister Colony, Connecticut, 
will afford, immediately, all possible aid, as aCthis time 
delay will be attended with all that fatal train of events 
which would follow from/an absolute desertion of the cause 
of American liberty. Excuse our earnestness ' on this 
subject, as we know that upon the success of our present 
contest depend the lives and liberties of pur Country and 
succeeding generations. We are, &c. 



COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO MR. VOSE, AT MILTON. 

Cambridge, May 2, "\ 1775. '" 

I am directed to let you know that Mr. Boyce applied 
to this Committee for a prisoner, who is a paper-maker, 
and was then at Worcester, and agreed to pay the expenses 
of removal, &c. In consequence of this application, the 
prisoner has been removed to his mills, but he refuses to 
pay the charges, (as Colonel Barrett informs.) The 
Committee consider themselves as ill treated, and are de- 
termined to remove the prisoner from Mr. Bpycc's, and 
tender him to you upon the same conditions, desiring your 
immediate attendance. We are, &c. 



RICHARD DERBY, JUN., TO GENERAL WARD. 

Ipswich, May % 1775, Five o'clock, P. M. 

Sir : I am now on my way from Newburypoft to Salem, 
from whence I proposed sending the following advice per 
express, but meeting with an opportunity by one of your 
officers, I embrace it, and inform you that about two 
o'clock this afternoon Captain John Lee arrived at Neiv- 
bunj from Bilboa, in twenty-nine days, and informed 
me that on the 14th of last month, in longitude, forty-five 
degrees from London, he spoke a vessel from Pit/mouth, 
in England, who informed him that mree days "Before he 
parted with a fleet of sixty sail of transports . bound for 
Boston, under the command of Admiral Lord, Howe, hav- 
ing on board twelve thousand Hessian Troops. He saw 
and read the London papers down to the 12th of March, 
from which, and by the Captain of the vessel, he learnt 
that twenty-seven Commissioners were on board the fleet, 
and that they were directed, if possible, to adjust matters ; 
if not, they were ordered to risk every thing to penetrate 
into the Country; if not able to effect this, then to burn 
and destroy all in their power. Burgoyne was 7 negx_ sail- 
ing, with four thousand Hanoverians, for Quebcck, and a 
number of regiments are gone to the Southern Colonies. 
The Ministry had quieted the Prussian Monarch, by pay- 
ing him all his demands. France and Spain had objected 
against any Prussians coming this way. 

This is the purport of what Iliad from the Captain, 
who is a man of veracity. I advised the gentlemen at 
Neivbury to collect what further they could, and inform 
you. Please to inform the Court of this matter. I am, &c, 

Richard Derby, Jun. 

P. S. Captain Lee could not obtain leave to bring any 
English paper, but only to read them. 



RICHARD GLOVER TO MATTHEW TILGHMAN. 

London, May 3, 1775. 
Sir: The high station which you hold, and the distin- 
guished character you bear in your Country, must apolo- 
gize for me, who, trusting to your liberal sentiments, use 
the freedom of troubling you with this application. It is. 
suggested by a sense of justice, and the certain knowledge 
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that I am singly possessed of the means to vindicate a 
friend of yours and mine — I mean Mr. William Molleson, 
the most eminent trader to your Province, who hath been 
more than once unwarrantably traduced in the American 
prints. For these twelve months past, that gentleman, 
upon the subject of dispute between this Kingdom and its 
Colonies, hatb not taken a single step without my privity 
and advice. If, therefore, his conduct hath, in any shape, 
been erroneous, I am bound in justice to transfer the blame 
from him to myself. He was the first person to whom I 
imparted, in confidence, my anxiety at the consequences 
which I early foreboded from such a dispute. It was about 
the beginning of last May. He asked my opinion of call- 
hrgTrg"efreral meeting of the Merchants in that season, I 
answered in the negative, alleging that, the Resolutions of 
the Congress to be held "in September should first be known, 
and the Parliament assembled here, whence the only lights 
could proceed to regulate a conduct without doors, which 
might promise success ; and for that desirable purpose, all 
attempts should be laid aside which might imply the least 
mixture of party ; that the subject was too serious and 
important for any tincture of that kind, and that the inter- 
val should be filled up by his communication of intelligence 
to proper quarters from tune to time, and endeavour to 
lay, if possible, a foundation for conciliatory measures. His 
UTTweaTJed vigilance and attention to this plan, the weight 
which his discreet proceedings acquired, led me once to 
hope lor a bappier issue than, to my grief and disappoint- 
ment, I have seen. 

The same feelings at length produced impatience in him ; 
an. earlier meeting of the Merchants than I wished, was 
the_effect of hisjzea]. Upon their express invitation, I had 
the honour to attend them, and rendered all the little. as- 
- sistancfijnjmy power. Mr, Moljeson was among the fore- 
most in diligence and activity; and I, who had been his 
original adviser and partaker in all his proceedings for such 
a. length of time, without interruption, must be a competent 
witness to the sincerity of his ardour, and his unshaken 
fidelity of conduct. 

Sir, this narrative of mine deserves some regard, because 
I am known not to be under the influence of any party. 
What I am, whoever pleases to read may judge. 1 neither 
court. nor fear any set of men on either side of the Atlan- 
tick. Truth" is my pursuit; the prosperity of all my wish; 
and that each may contribute to that end, is my prayer. 

As jhis letter, contains! no secret, be pleased to use it in, 
any shape, as may best^ conduce to its design of defeating 
misrepresentation, and of doing justice. I have the honour 
to remain, Sir, your most obedient and most humble ser- 
vant, Richard Glover. 

To. the. Hon. Matthew Tilghman, Esquire. 



EARL OF DARTMOUTH TO THE GOVERNOUR OF GEORGIA,' 

■■■■"■■■•■■ Whitehall, May 3, 1775. 

Sir : IJiave received your Letters, numbered from 35 
to 41, and have laid them before the King. 

The grounds upon which Masters of Ships, who were 
Midshipmen, and acted as" Master's Mates on board the 
FleQt in trie last war, claim each two thousand acres of 
Land, in virtue of the Royal Proclamation, refers to facts 
of which! have no official information. Whenever the 
Lords _of the 1 Admiralty shall, upon a proper application to 
them by those claimants, certify the facts on which they 
state their claims, I will not fail to receive His Majesty's 
pleasure upon their case. In the mean time, the matter 
must rest upon the opinion I think very properly adopted 
by you rseE. and the Council. . . . 

Oaw,;ahJe.a,dy so repeatedly expressed to you my sen-' 
timents of the present disorders in America, and the sense 
I have of your meritorious conduct, in the prudent and 
proper measures you have pursued for preventing, as far 
as you are able, the contagion from spreading itself through 
the. Province of Georgia, that I have nothing to add on 
that subject, but to express my wishes that the steps I have 
taken for your support will encourage the friends of Gov- 
erjmrent to .resist the violences that are threatened, and 
preserve jhepublick peace in all events. I am, Sir, your 
riibst obedient humble servant, Dartmouth. 

■ ■-. Sir Jqtwi Wright, T3aronet. 



EARL OF DARTMOUTH TO THE GOVERN OUR OF NORTH- 
CAROLINA. 

Whitehall, May 3, 1775. 

Sir: Your Letters of the 26th of January and 10th of 
March, numbers 27 and 28, the latter of which 1 received 
only yesterday, contain matter. of very great importance. 

The Addresses . from the .four. Counties- of 'Guilford, 
jDobbs, Rowan, and Surry, breathe a spirit of loyalty lo 
the King, and attachment to the authority of Great Bri- 
tain, which cannot be too much encouraged ; and it will be 
necessary that you lose no time in acquainting the inhab- 
itants of those Counties, that these. testimonies of their duty 
and affection have been most graciously received T>y His 
Majesty; that His Majesty will not fail tp afford them 
those marks of his royal favour which such a meritorious 
conduct appears to deserve ; and that, as soon as the neces- 
sary forms will admit, His Majesty's clemency towards the . 
insurgents in 1770, will be extended, in a Proclamation of 
general pardon to all, except Herman Husbands. . In the 
mean time, it is His Majesty's pleasure that you do pursue 
every step that may improve so favourable a symptom in. 
the present state of general phrerrzy; and perhaps you 
will not find it difficult, through the channel of some res-. . 
pectable persons in those Counties, to procure proper 
associations of the people in support of the Government. 
Such a measure cannot fail to cast a damp upon the machi- 
nations of faction, and disconcert any desperate measure 
they may have in contemplation. _ ;r~ 7 :" 

I hope we may yet avoid the fatal necessity of drawing 
the sword; but it is prudent to provide, as far as we are 
able, against every possible mischief; and therefore yon 
will do well to consider in time, whether it may not be , 
practicable, in such an event, to embody and lead forth, in 
support of Government, such of the men jn those Coun- 
ties as are able to bear arms. If matters sHoulB come Jo 
this issue, it is the King's pleasure ".that you hold out to 
gentlemen of interest and leading amongst them, assur- 
ances of His Majesty's favour in granting them such com- 
missions as shall be suitable to their rank and station ;; und 
every other encouragement and advantage allowed to any 
Other troops in His Majesty's service,'5S far as ,is. consist- 
ent with the established rules of the Army. : L 

I confess to you, Sir, that this appears to me_to.be a 
matter of so much importance, that. I cannot too earnestly 
recommend it to your attention, and that no time may be 
lost, in case of absolute necessity. " ; " 

I have received His Majesty's commands to write to 
General Gage, to apprize him of this favourable xircum-. 
stance, and to instruct him that be do, upon application 
from you, send some able find discreet officer to you, in 
order to concert the means of carrying soessential a service 
into effect; and, if necessary, to lead the people forth 
against any rebellious attempts to disturb the publick peace. 

There are several other matters in yntir letters which 
will require consideration and instruction; "but, as the 
mail for Charlestown will be made, up to-night, I can 
only for the present add, that I am, Sir, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, Dartmouth. 

His Excellency Gov. Martin, North- Carolina. 



AMELIA COUNTY (VIRGIN!*) COMMITTFE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of the County o( Ame- 
lia, at the Court-House thereof, on jVedncsday, the 3d of 
May, 1775 : 

William Archer, Esquire, was chosen Chairman foi 
the day. 

It appearing to this Committee that the Militia of this 
County, since the expiration of the late MiljtiaXaws, hath 
been totally neglected ; and it being mdispensably neces- 
sary for the internal security of the County, that the game 
be properly and regularly disciplined, and that . Patrollers 
in every neighbourhood be constantly kept on duty: 

Resolved, That application be made to the Lieutenant 
of this County, to direct forthwith a gene£al muster of the 
Militia of the County ; that he do his utmost to carry into 
execution the Law made in the year 1738, for embodying 
and disciplining the Militia of this Colony ; that he give 
all the countenance and encouragement in his power to the 
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Officers who are recruiting or embodying independent Com- 
panies, agreeable to the Resolution of the Convention of 
the 25th day at March last. 

Resolved, That every member of this Committee open 
a subscription for raising halfa pound of Gunpowder and 
one pound of Lead, by voluntary donation from each tit h- 
able person in this County, agreeable also to the said Re- 
solution of the 25th. 

Resolved, That John Tabb and Everard Meade, or 
either of those gentlemen, be appointed immediately, to 
purchase, for the use of this County, eight hundred pounds 
of Gunpowder, and three thousand two hundred pounds of 
Lead at least, for which we, and every of us, oblige our- 
selves to pay. 

Resolved, That every member of this Committee have 
in readiness, a stand of Arms and Ammunition, agreeable 
to the said Resolution of the 25th, 

Resolved, That the Ammunition, when purchased, be 
lodged in the care of Mr. John Tabb, at his store, Mr. 
Thomas G. Peachy, Mr. Samuel Sherwin, Mr. Thomas 
Williams, Mr. Gabriel Foulkes, Mr. John Pride, with 
each one hundred pounds of Powder and four hundred 
pounds of Lead ; and with Mr. James Scott, at this Court- 
House, two hundred pounds of Powder and eight hundred 
pounds of JLead. 

Resolved, That publick notice be given to the Free- 
holders of this,, County, to meet and choose Delegates at 
next Court, to represent them in Convention for one year. 

Resolved, That this Committee be adjourned till the 
fourth Thursday in this month. 

■ : - - John Pride, Clerk. 



to be assembled at the lower part of this County, ready to 
act on any emergency, as may be found necessary. 
By order of the Committee : 

William 'Smith, Clerk. 



CUMBERLAND COUNTY ( VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee for Cumberland County, 
held on Wednesday, the 3d of May, 1775 : ' 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this. Com- 
mittee, and of all the inhabitants ofthis County, are justly 
due to Captain Charles Scott, and his Independent Com- 
pany, for their spirited offers of their service: in dejending 
this Colony against wicked invaders, and their cheerful ap- 
pearance at this place to day, in readiness to march forwards 
on a late alarm ; and that this Committee, in behalf .of 
themselves and their constituents, do accordingly present 
to the said Captain Scott, and his Company, their most 
cordial thanks as aforesaid. , . v , __ ; , -, v ; . 

George Carrington, Chairman. 



NEW-KENT* COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee for New-Kent County, 
atthe Court-House, the 3d day of May, 1775: 

Resolved unanimously, That Lord Dunmore's conduct 
in removing the Powder from the Magazine of this Colony 
on board an armed vessel, at the time and in the manner 
it appears to have been done, was an ill-advised and arbi- 
trary step, tending to disquiet the minds, and endanger the 
safety of His Majesty's loyal subjects of this Colony in 
general, and of the inhabitants of the City of Williams- 
burgh in particular. 

Resolved, That his Lordship's verbal answer to the Ad- 
dress of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of 
the City of WiJliamsburgh, was unsatisfactory and evasive ; 
and that his Lordship's not returning the Powder agreeable 
to their request, and the known desire of the people of this 
Colony, is a sufficient proof that he was influenced by the 
worst motives. : 

Resolved, That this and other parts of his Lordship's 
conduct which, have lately transpired, evince him to be an 
enemy to liberty and the true interests of this Colony, and 
a zealous supporter of tyranny and despotism over the peo- 
ple who have the unhappiness" to live under his Govern- 
ment, and that he has thereby forfeited all title to their 
confidence, . _. 

Resolved, That the City of WUliamsburgh are entitled 
to the ready and cheerful assistance of this County, in case 
they should be in danger from any invasion or insurrec- 
tion. . . 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Committee are due 
to the Committee of Hanover, for communicating their Or- 
der of the 2d instant ; that this Committee are sensible of 
the dangers that threaten us from the Governour's conduct, 
as well as from other quarters, and will co-operate with a 
majority of the Counties of this Colony in such measures 
as shall be adopted for their defence and preservation. 

It appearing to this Committee that a body of armed 
men from the County of Hanover have marched through 
this County, in order to make reprisals upon the King's 
property to replace the Gunpowder taken from the Maga- 
zine : 

Resolved, That such proceedings make it particularly 
necessary for the inhabitants of this County to prepare for 
their defence, against any dangers that may ensue in conse- 
quence of it, by keeping their Arms in the best order, and 
the greatest readiness to act on any occasion. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the inhabitants of 
this County immediately to form a Company of Volunteers, 



EARL OF DARTMOUTH TO THE GOVERNOUR OF '>E"NN- 
SYLVANIA. ' "."/_.■'-..-..-- 

. Whitehall, May 3,1775, " 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 28th of Febru- 
ary, and have laid it before the King. I have only to say 
that it gave His Majesty great concern to find that there is 
yet no appearance in Pennsylvania of a disposition in the 
people to return to a just sense of their" " situation, and of 
the fatal consequences of their longer continuing in a state 
of disobedience to the authority of the Supreme: Legisla- 
ture. I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Dartmooth. '. 

Deputy Governour Penn. 



Philadelphia; "May \'l 775." 

On Saturday last we had a meeting in this City of the 
Military Associators, when it was determined .thai each 
Ward should be formed into one or more Companies; the 
Officers to be chosen in the respective Wards. Two. 
troops of Light-Horse are now raising. Two companies 
of expert Riflemen, and two companies of Artillery-men 
are forming. We have six pieces of brass artillery, and 
several light iron ones. Our Provincial arms, powder, &c, 
are all secured. Three Provincial Magazines are "forming. 
In short, Mars has established his empire, in this populous 
City ; and it is not doubted but we shall have, in a few 
weeks from this date, four thousand men, well equipped, 
for our defence, or for the assistance of our neighbours. 



MEETING OF INHABITANTS OF ACQTJACKXNONK, ESSEX 
COUNTY, NEW-JERSEY. 

At a meeting of the Freeholders and Inhabitants of the 
Township of Acquackanonk, in said County, held at. Mr. 
James Leslie's, near Acquackanonk Bridge, on Wednesday, 
the 3d day of May, Anno Domini 1115, an Association 
was then and there entered into and subscribed by the 
Freeholders and Inhabitants of said Township; being ver- 
batim the same as that entered into by the Freeholders 
and Inhabitants at Newark, in said County, The following 
gentlemen, in number twenty-three, were then chosen or 
elected a General Committee, agreeable to said Associa- 
tion. 

Michael Vreeland, Esq., in the Chair. 

Henry Garretse, Peter Peterse, John Berry, Robert 
Drummond, Esquires, Captain Francis Post, Thomas Post, 
Daniel Niel , Richard Ludlow, Captain Abraham Godwin, 
John Spier, Jacob Van Riper, Lucas Wessels, Francis 
Van Winkle, Cornelius Van Winkle, Henry Post, Junior, 
Doctor Walter Degraw, John Peer, Jacob Garretse, Jacob 
Vreeland, Abraham Van Riper, Stephen Ryder, TJoctor 
Nicholas Roche, Committee Clerk. 

Of the same number were chosen the following Dele- 
gates to attend the Provincial Convention to be held at 
Trenton the 23d instant, agreeable to the aforesaid Asso- 
ciation, to~ represent said Township : Henry Garretse, 
Robert Drummond, Michael Vreeland, and John Berry, 
Esquires. .. r \ 
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Peter Peterse, Esquire, Daniel Niel, Richard Ludlow, 
Thomjis Post, and Doctor Nicholas Roche, are appointed 
a Committee_of Correspondence for said Township. 

Daniet'NTel, "Deputy Chairman to the General Commit- 
tee, aniTRtcTiard Ludlow, Deputy Clerk. . . 



ADDRESS OF ISAAC WILKINS. 

New- York, May 3, 1775. ' 

My CooNTpyMEN.\ Before I leave America, the land I 
love, and in which is contained every thing that is valuable 
"and dear to me — my wife, my children, my friends, and pro- 
perty ; permit me to make a short and faithful declaration, 
which. I. am induced to, do neither through fear, nor a con- 
sciousness of, having acted wrong. An hones.t man grid 
a';Clirfsjian hath L nothing to apprehfend from this world. 
God Is my judge, and God is my witness, that all I have 
done, written; or said, 7 in relation; to the present unnatural 
dispute between Great Britain; and her Colonies, pro- 
ceeded frorn ,ap, honest intention of serving my Country.' 
Her welfare and prosperity were the objects towards which 
all my endeavours have been directed. They still are the 
sacred objects which I shall ever steadily and invariably 
keep in view. And when in England, all the influence 
that so inconsiderable a _man as I am can have, shall be 
exerted in her, behalf. 

It has been my constant maxiin through life to do my 
duty conscientiously, and to trust the issue of my actions to 
the Almighty. May that God in whose hands are all 
events, speedily restore peace and liberty to my unhappy 
Country. May Great Britain and America be soon united 
in the bands of everlasting amity, and when united may 
they continue a free, a virtuous, and happy Nation to the 
end of time. _ 

I leave America, and every endearing connection, be- 
cause I will not raise my hand against my Sovereign, nor 
will I draw .my sword against my Country ; when I can 
conscientiously draw it in her favour, my life shall be cheer- 
fully devoted to her service. Isaac Wilkins. 



NEW-TORK COMMITTEE. 

The Committee met, by adjournment, Wednesday morn- 
ing, nine o'clock, May 3, 1775. Present: 

Isaac Low, — -- Francis Bassett, Garret Kettlotas, 

James Pftarre, Victor Bicker, Eleaier Miller, 

John Alsffp, 7 John White, Benjamin Kissam, 

John Jay; : Theophilus Anthony, Cornelius Clopper, 

P. Y. B. Livingston, William Goforth, . John Reade, ' '" 

Alfijc. McDpugaTl, William Donning, Jacobus Van Zandt, 

Thqmrts Raijdall, Isaac Roosevelt, GerardusDuyckinck, 

Leonard Lispenard, Jacob Van Voprhiss; Peter Goelot, 

William Walton, ' Jeremiah Piatt, Thomas Marston, 

— . Joseph Hallett, = Comfort Sands, Jacobus Lefferts, 

Gabriel. H. LudJ,ow, William W. Gilbert, Abram. Brinkorhoff, 

Nicholas Hoffinan7 Gabriel W. Ludlow, Benjamin Heltne, 

Abraham Walton, Nicholas Roosevelt, Evert Banker, 

Peter Van Schaaek, Edward Fleming, Robert Ray, 

,Hei)fy Remsen, - Frederick Jay, Nicholas Bogart, 

Peter_T. Curtenius, William W. Ludlow, Samuel Broome, 

Abraham, Brasher, John B. Moore, John Lamb, 

Abraham P. Lott, Rodolphus Ritzma, Daniel Dunscomb, 

Abraharn Dnryee; John Lasher, John Imlay, 

T Josisr/hBul], ' George Janeway, Oliver Templeton, 

Francis Lewis, James Beekman, Lewis Pintard, 

Thorjjas jveis, " Richard Yatns, Cornelius P. Low, 

Hercules.Mulligari, Thomas Smith, Thomas Buchannan, 

John Anthony, " Augustus Van Horne, Petrus Byvanck. 

A Letter .^sted New- York, May 3, 1775, from John 
Cruger&M Jacob Walton, Esquires, received and read, 
and is as follows, viz : 

"-■■- New- York, May 3, 1775. 

Sir: At thg. desire of the gentlemen who presented the 
Association, to usywe have committed to writing our reasons 
for not signing it, which we have thought proper to com- 
municate to you in order to be laid before the Committee. 

It appesfrs to us that signing'this paper would involve us 
in the greatest inconsistency. As we were elected Repre- 
sentatives in General Assembly for this City and County, 
we conceive tjiat the faithful performance of this impor- 
tant trus.t requires of us a t free, unbiased exercise of our 
"own judgment. To submit this to the control of any power 
on earth would, in pur opinion, be deserting that trust ; but 
to engage tnlpTicitly to approve and carry into execution 
thefregulattoits of any other body would justly expose us to. 
the reprdach of our own conscience, the censure not only of 



our constituents but of the wliple world Y ,_Tn purjegislative 
capacity we have already transm]tteiflp.the*King*and both 
Houses of Parliament, repTesentationS-9l„2 u I.g r ' evances ' 
We have, to the utmost of our power, framed these in such 
a manner as we thought w 7 ouId be most likely to ensure 
them success by procuring a redress of our complaints, 
healing the present unhappy differences", and fixing for the 
Colonies a permanent Constitution upon principles of liber- 
ty and a lasting union with the Mother Country. These 
representations were a long time in agitation, and a. state 
of our grievances, with the Resolutions of the House 
thereon, were publickly kno^vn to .our constituents, and no 
disapprobation, of our proceedings ever signified to us. 
Upon mature reflection, and after revolving our conduct 
with the most impartial deliberation, we cannot but approve 
"what We have done, and will .therefore patiently wait for 
the event, which will, we hope, be productive of much 
benefit not only to this Colony, but to the cause of American 
liberty in general ; at least. we have the fullest testimony 
of onr consciences for the uprightness of our intentipris. 

We can with the greatest truth declare our approbation 
of any Association for preserving the peace, and good 
order of the City and Province, and for the protection of : 
personal safety and private property, and so far are we 
from giving the least countenance tpthe.cjajmipf Parlia- 
ment to" a right of taxing the Colonies, that vve*will contri- 
bute to. the utmost of pur power imneasures necessary for 
preventing its being carried into execution. The preserva- 
tion of the Constitution, which we are cpny.iflce"3 gives us a 
right to an absolute exemption from Parliamentary taxation, 
we have most ardently at heart, and we shall at all times, 
strenuously co-operate in opposing every violation of it. , 
These reasons, with the publick manifestation of pur princi- 
ples contained in the representation, of the General Assem- 
bly to the King and Parliament, we are persuaded, must.be 
satisfactory to every reasonable mjmv Bjjt jo engage for an 
indiscriminate approbation of the measures of others, and 
that before we know them, would be to prejudgeinatters.oF 
the utmost importance, and to preclude us from the exer- 
cise of our own judgments, and that, free deliberation without 
which pur legislative powers would b.e a mere sound, and 
thereby to betray a trust which we are under the most 
solemn engagements to preserve free, and jnyiplate, an3 of 
which we cannot be divested until the period of .the dissolu- 
tion of the House. . As the signing of this" Associatipn, 
therefore, would in. effect be to jdeprive ourselves of pur 
legislative powers, we cannot but suppose, from the tenor 
of it, an exemption of us is implied in it. 

With the most anxious concern; for the distresses of the 
inhabitants of the Massachusetts- Bay, andllie most sincere 
wishes for their relief, and the libertyjand prosperity of all , 
the Colonies, '-----.----■ r , 

We are, Sir, your most hurnble servants, - 

John Cruger, 
Jacob Waltos. / 
To Mr. Isaac Low, Chairman of the Committee. 

Mr. McDougall, seconded by Mr, J)uanc, made a 
motion in the words following : 

Whereas this Corrjmittee is informed that the Postmas- 
ter has discharged the Eastern Post-rider : 

I therefore move, Mr. Chairman, that a Sub-Committee 
be immediately appointed to wait, pjl tbe r Ppst.mas.ter, to 
know the true state of the, matter;; and that they report his 
answer in writing. 

Ordered, That Colonel Walton and Benjamin Kissam, 
Esquires, be a Committee for the above mentioned purpose. 

Mr. Lamb, seconded by TMr. Brqsher, made a. motion 
in the words following, viz : ' ' : ~ 

Whereas it has been confidently asserted that a consi- 
derable body of the British soldiery are o'rdered to this 
City from England; in consequence of wjiich a number of 
Troops from Connecticut have lately marched into this 
City, with a view of. aiding and assisting us in preparing 
for our defence : . "~- """"" '.""""''" 

l.therefqre move, that the thanks of this body be imme-. 
diately presented to the officers 'and men for their kind 
j?ffers of assistance, a conduct that is~eguaT]y expressive of 
their anxious solicitude for our safety, as of a. nibble zeal, in 
the service of our common Country, In this, day of difficult v 
and danger. 
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Which being unanimously agreed to, 

Ordered, That Mr. Lamb, Mr. Brasher, Mr. Ritzma, 
Captain Fleming, Captain Sews, Mr. S 1 . Broome, Mr. 
Duane, and Mr. McDotigall, be a Committee for the above 
purpose. 

The Chairman having acquainted this Board that four 
gentlemen from Philadelphia were desirous of a confer- 
ence with some of the members, on the subject of our 
publick affairs at this alarming juncture, 

Ordered, That the Committee consist of the following 
gentlemen for that purpose, viz : Mr. P. Livingston, Mr. 
Jlemsen, Mr. Lewis, Mr. J. Jay, Mr. Yates, Mr. Low, 
Mr. Young, Mr. S. Broome, Mr. P. V. B. Livingston, 
Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. A. Walton, Mr. Buchannan, and 
Mr. Pintard. 

A Letter, dated New-Windsor, 29th April last, signed 
by James Clinton and others, inhabitants of Ulster County, 
was presented to this Committee by Mr. Robert Boyd, 
Jun., requiring our advice and assistance in procuring 
Arms and Ammunition for their poor. 

Resolved, That this Committee do earnestly recom- 
mend it to the gentlemen who have subscribed the said 
letters, and to their fellow-subjects in general, to adopt and 
sign an Association similar to that which has so cheerfully 
and generally been entered into by the inhabitants of the 
City, and to perfect themselves in military discipline as 
soon as possible ; that with respect to purchasing Arms, this 
Committee will give all the advice in their power, but it 
will be necessary to raise money for that purpose by vo- 
luntary contributions in their County for equipping their 
poor inhabitants. 

The Committee appointed to wait on the Postmaster 
to inquire whether he had discharged the Eastern Post- 
rider, 

Report, that they have waited on him accordingly, and 
upon asking the Postmaster whether he had discharged 
the said Post-rider, he answered he had, and assigned the 
following reasons for doing it, viz : That the four last mails 
between New-Yorlc and Boston have been stopped, the 
mails broken open, many of the letters taken out and pub 



New- York Committee Chamber, May 3, 1775. 
The Postmaster having, for the present, discharged the 
Eastern Post-riders, the General Committee have directed 
us, their Sub-Committee of Intelligence, to devise the best 
ways and means for continuing a correspondence with the 
Eastern Colonies : It is, therefore, our opinion, that the 
present Eastern Post-riders be employed to depart from 
this City on the usual days, and to go the usual stages; 
and the publick is hereby informed that Mr. Ebenezer 
Hazard has undertaken to receive and forward Letters 
from this City. 

From information received by the Committee from Con- 
necticut, it will be necessary (in order to prevent Letters 
from being opened by the Committees on the road) that 
they be inspected here by some well known member of 
the General Committee, and by him endorsed with his 
name, as one of the Committee of New- York. 

P. V. B. Livingston, 
Benj. Kissam, 
Alexr. McDougall, 
Peter Van Schaack. 



GENERAL GAGE TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

[Read before Congress, May 19, 1775.] 

Boston, May 3, 1775. 

Sir : I am to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 28th April last, in behalf of the General Assembly of 
your Colony, relative to the alarming situation of publick 
affairs in this Country, and the late transactions in this 
Province. 

That this situation is greatly alarming, and that these 
transactions are truly unfortunate, are truths to be regretted 
by every friend to America, and by every well-wisher for 
the peace, prosperity, and happiness of this Province. 
The intimate connexion and strong ties of friendship be- 
tween the inhabitants of your Colony and the deluded 
people of this Province, cannot fail of inducing the former 
to interpose their good offices to convince the. latter of the 



_,_„.„ „ _. „._ ._ _ ._._ impropriety of their past conduct, and to persuade them to 

iickiy 7ead7so'me "of which were" detained" "and others 'sent retur " t0 tbeir all egiance, and to seek redress of any sup- 
open to the General Post Office in this City, and that the P osed grievances in those decent and constitutional me 



riders informed him that it was not safe for them to travel 
with the mail ; in consequence of which, they were dis- 
missed by him until they could carry the mail with safety 
as heretofore. And we report also, that on Mr. Foxcroffs 
request, we left with him the order of this Committee, 
which was certified by the Chairman. 

Ordered, That the subject-matter of this Report be 



thods, in which alone they can hope to be successful. 

That Troops should be employed for the purpose of 
protecting the Magistrates in the execution of their duty, 
when opposed with violence, is not a new thing in the 
English or any other Government. That any Acts of the 
British Parliament are unconstitutional or oppressive, I 
am not to suppose ; if any such there are, in the apprehen- 



The Committee met, by adjournment, Thursday morn- 
ing, nine o'clock, 4th May, 1775. Present: 



referred to the Committee of Correspondence and lntelli- sion °f the P eo PJ e of this Province, it had been happy for 
gence, and that they make a report thereof at the next ' hem ! f the y ba< ? sou £ ht rel,ef onl J' in tbe wa y which th <? 
meetino- of this Committee. Constitution, their reason, and their interest, pointed out. 

m ° / ~, .. ,■ , . . ■ You cannot wonder at my fortifying the Town of Bos- 

1 be Committee adiourned to to-morrow morning, nine ,„„ „„ <• „ „ ,i •,-. ■ 6 '»■•■■ .-•"- 

, . , J °' ton, or making any other military preparations, when you 

c oc '' are assured that, previous to my taking these steps, such 

were the open threats, and such the warlike preparations 
throughout this Province, as rendered it my indispensable 
duty to take every precaution in my power for the protec- 
tion of His Majesty's Troops under my command against 
all hostile attempts. 

The intelligence you seem to have received, relative to 
the late excursion of a body of Troops into the Country, 
is altogether injurious, and contrary to the true state of 
facts. The Troops disclaim with indignation the barbarous 
outrages of which they are accused, so contrary to their 
known humanity. I have taken the greatest pains to dis- 
cover if any were committed, and have found examples of 
their tenderness, both to the young and tire olcf; but no 
vestige of their cruelty or barbarity. It is very possible 
that in firing into houses, from whence they were fired 
upon, that old people, women, or children, may have 
suffered ; but if any such thing has happened, it was in 
their defence, and undesigned. 

I have no command to ravage and desolate the Country ; 
and were it my intention, I have had pretence to begin it 
upon the sea-ports, who are at the mercy of the fleet. For 
your better information, I enclose you a narrative of that 
affair, taken from gentlemen of indisputable honour and 
veracity, who were eye-witnesses of all the transactions of 
that day. The leaders here have taken pains to prevent 
any account of this affair getting abroad but such as they 



Isaac Low, 
James Duane, 
P. V. B. Livingston, 
Isaac Sears, 
Alex. McDougall, 
Thomas Randall, 
Leonard Lispenard, 
Gabriel H. Ludlow, 
Nicholas Hoffman, 
Abraham Walton, 
Henry Remsen, 
Peter T. Curtenius, 
Abraham P. Lott, 
Francis Lewis, 
Joseph Totten, 
Hercules Mulligan, 
Victor Bicker, 



John White, 
Thcophilus Anthony, 
William Gofqrth, 
Jeremiah Piatt, 
Robert Benson, 
John Berrian, 
Gabriel W. Ludlow, 
Nicholas Roosevelt, 
Frederick Jay, 
William W. Ludlow, 



John M. Scott, 
Cornelius Clopper, 
Jacobus Van Zandt, 
Jacobus Lefferts, 
Richard Sharpe, 
Himilton Young, 
Abram. Brinkerhoff, 
Evert Banker, 
Robert Ray, 
Anthony Van Dam, 
Daniel Dunscomb, 
John Imlay, 
Oliver Templeton, 
Lewis Pintard, 
Cornelius P. Low, 
Petrus Byvanck, 
Thomas Ivers. 



John B. Moore, 
John Lasher, 
Jtk Abraham P. Lott, George Janeway, 

^ ■ t ■ James Beckman, 

Richard Yates, 
Augustus Van Home, 
Eleazer Miller, 

Ordered, That Captain Sears, Captain Randall, and 
Captain Fleming be a Committee to procure proper judges 
to go and view the ground at or near King's Bridge, and 
report to this Committee, with all convenient speed, whe- 
ther it will answer the purposes intended by it. 

Ordered, That the Accounts against the Committee of 
Sixty be procured by Mr. Pettit and the Secretary, and 
that a return thereof be made to this Committee. 

The Committee adjourned until to-morrow morning. 

Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 31 
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have thought proper to publish themselves ; and to that 
end the post has been stopped, the mails broke open, and 
letters taken out ; and by these means, the most injurious 
and inflammatory accounts have been spread throughout 
the Continent, which has served to deceive and inflame the 
minds of the people. 

When the Resolves of the Provincial Congress breathed 
nothing but war; when those two great and essential pre- 
rogatives of the King, the levying of Troops and disposing 
of the Publick Moneys, were wrested from him ; and when 
magazines were forming, by an assembly of men unknown 
to the Constitution, for the declared purpose of levying 
war against the King, you must acknowledge it was my 
duty, as it was the dictate of humanity, to prevent, if possi- 
ble, the calamities of a civil war, by destroying such maga- 
zines. This, and this alone, I attempted. 

You ask, why is the Town of Boston now shut up? I 
can only refer you for an answer to those bodies of armed 
men who now surround the Town, and prevent all access 
to it., The hostile preparations you mention, are such as 
the conduct of the people of this Province has rendered it 
prudent to make, for the defence of those under my com- 
mand. You assure me the people of your Colony abhor 
the idea of taking arms against the Troops of their Sover- 
eign ; I wish the people of this Province (for their own 
sakes) could make the same declaration. 

You inquire, is there no way to prevent this Unhappy 
dispute from coming to extremities ? Is there no alterna- 
tive but absolute submission, or the desolations of war? I 
answer, I hope there is. The King and Parliament seem 
to hold out terms of reconciliation, consistent with the 
honour and interest of Great Britain, and the rights and 
privileges of the Colonies. They have mutually declared 
their readiness to attend to any real grievances of the Colo- 
nies, and to afford them every just and reasonable indul- 
gence which shall, in a dutiful and constitutional manner, 
be laid before them ; and His Majesty adds, it is his ardent 
wish that this disposition may have a happy effect on the 
temper and conduct of his subjects in America. I must 
add, likewise, the Resolution of the 27th February, on the 
grand dispute of taxation and revenue, leaving it to the 
Colonies to tax themselves, under certain conditions. Here 
is surely a foundation for an accommodation, to people who 
wish a reconciliation rather than a destructive war be- 
tween Countries so nearly connected by the ties of blood 
and interest ; but I fear the leaders of this Province have 
been, and still are, intent only on shedding blood. 

I am much obliged by your favourable sentiments of my 
personal character, and assure you, as it has been my con- 
stant wish and endeavour hitherto, so I shall continue to 
exert my utmost efforts to protect all His Majesty's liege 
subjects under my care in their persons and property. You 
askjtwhether it will not be consistent with my duty to sus- 
pend the operations of war on my part ? I have commenced 
no operations of war, but defensive ; such you cannot wish 
me to suspend 5 , while I am surrounded by an armed Coun- 
try, who have already begun, and threaten further to prose- 
cute" an offensive war,, and are bow violently depriving me, 
the King's Troops, and many others of the King's subjeets 
under my immediate protection, of all the conveniences and 
necessaries of life, with which the Country abounds. But 
it must quiet the minds of all reasonable people, when I 
assure you that \ have no disposition to injure or niolest 
quiet aj)d peaceable subjects; but on the contrary, shall 
esteem it my greatest happiness to defend and protect them 
against every species of violence and oppression. 

I am,, with great regard and esteem, Sir, your obedient 
and humble servant,. Twos. Gage.. 

The Hon, Governour Trumbull. 



TO THE PRINTER OF THE MASSACHUSETTS SPY.. 

Mr. Thomas : The piece in your last,, signed Tfiomas 
Gage, is replete with such notorious falsehoods, calumny, 
and evasion,, that I scarce know whether it admits of any 
animadversion, to make it appear most false, abusive,, and 
irritating to every honest mind ; neither would it come into 
my heart to say any thing upon it, were it not that there 
are, even to this day, those that will speak so far favour- 
ably of hjm as to. suggest that they do not think it is his 
doings sq much as some others,, that things are carried 



on as they are ; and he is under a necessity of doing 
as he does, or he would endanger his own life to his 
master, Sz.c. 

Let us, then, take a short view of what he has done, and 
see whether we have any reason to conceive a favourable 
opinion of him, any thing better than that he is a most in- 
imical, malicious, and blood-thirsty man. It is well known 
what a calumniating, malicious letter he sent to England 
about this Province, when Bernard was Governour here ; 
that was certainly a most officious piece of malice ; he was 
under no necessity of doing that. It is as manifest that he 
knew what he was undertaking when he came over last 
year, that it was to carry most arbitrary, unrighteous 
schemes into execution. Let it be that he was persuaded 
to believe that he should meet with no very powerful oppo- 
sition, and that he would not have undertook, if he had 
known what opposition would have been ; this will argue 
his baseness, and not any goodness ; a disposition to tram- 
ple upon the weak, and to set up power instead of right- 
eousness, and to cast truth to the ground. As soon as he 
arrived, the first specimen of his goodness was to strike out 
thirteen Counsellors, very worthy men. Soon after this lie 
dissolved the General Assembly, without even suffering 
them to have any pay for their service. 

The next thing he did remarkable, was his sending in 
the night and plundering the magazine at Charlestown. 
Soon after this he went to intrenching and fortifying upon 
the Neclc, and it would be~ tedious to enumerate all the 
falsehoods he publickly told about this to President Ran- 
dolph, to the Town of Boston, and to sundry Committees ; 
telling them that he was not about to hurt the Town by it, 
to stop the avenues ; that he could not fortify it stronger 
than nature had formed, &,c, fee. It would be endless to 
enumerate all the robberies,, abuses, and insults, which his 
Troops have committed against the inhabitants of Boston, 
and passengers ; the tarring and feathering, quarrelling 
with the watch, shooting at children passing quietly in the 
street, violently taking away men's substance from them 
and detaining it, knocking them down and Jeaving them 
half dead; all this before the Concord expedition, and all 
justified by the humane Thomas Gage. As to the Con- 
cord expedition and Lexington battle, they are too well 
known by the publick to be the most barbarous, savage 
conduct of the Troops, to admit of any illustration. The 
most barbarous Indians, I presume, would be ashamed of 
such conduct. It is not to be wondered that his Troops 
deny what they have done; for it is no new proverb that 
they who steal will lie, and much more ; they that rob will 
murder, in a most savage manner; and Thomas Gage owns, 
in his letter, that he sent out his men to destroy, and yet 
says he has " commenced no war but defensive !" 

Upon the whole, it is the well known character of the 
Devil to deceive by fair pretences, lie, and destroy*; which 
character is most amply exemplified in what is above 
related. But the Devil did speak the truth twice— 1 do 
not know that this man has once ; so I will leave him for 
the present. 



CERTIFICATE TO EBENEZER BRADISH, JUNIOR, ESQUIRE, 
OF CAMBRIDGE. 

Cambridge, May 3, 1775. 
Whereas Ebenezer Rradish, Jun., Esq.,. of Cambridge, 
has been represented as a person unfriendly to the just 
rights and liberties of his Country, and by withdrawing him- 
self from Cambridge and retiring to Boston, on the day of 
the late unhappy commencement of hostilities between the 
Troops under the command of General Gage and the in- 
habitants of this Province, he has increased the publick 
suspicions against him, whereby he is rendered more odious 
and disagreeable to his countrymen :. 

Therefore, to remove from the minds of our beloved 
friends and countrymen all groundless apprehensions, and to 
do justice to Mr, Bradish, we> the' subscribers, having 
made due inquiry into the cause of his going to Boston at 
the time a foresaid', and of his conduct since, do say that we 
are satisfied that Mr. Bradish had no desire by that means 
to do any injury to his Country, but on the contrary his 
design was friendly, and his conduct justifiable : and we 
recommend it to all persons to conduct towards Mr. Bra- 
dish as a gentleman who is not unfriendly to the rights and 
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privileges of his countrymen, so far as" we are able to dis- 
cover, upon strict inquiry into his late conduct. 

Seth Pomeroy, General, of Northampton. 

Thomas Legate, Colonel, of Leominster. 

Elisha Porter, Colonel, of Hadley. 

John Patterson, Colonel, of Lenox. 

Henry Herrick, Colonel, of Beverly. 

Levi Shephard, Major, of Northampton. 

Jonathan W. Austin, Major, of Chelmsford. 

Thomas Williams, Captain, of Stockbridge. 

Ebenezer Sayer, Colonel, of Wells. 

Jesse Leavenworth, of New-Haven. 

N. B. Whereas a report has been unjustly spread abroad 
that it was not the Regulars but our people who took the 
goods lost out of my house ; this is to certify to all good 
people, that the said report is false, and never came from 
me, and that 1 am certain my house was not only shot at 
but plundered by the Regulars. Ebenezer Bradish. 
Miy 11, 1775. 



ORDERS TO BENEDICT ARNOLD. 
In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, May 3, 1775. 

Sir : Confiding in your judgment, fidelity, and valour, 
we do, by these presents, constitute and appoint you Colo- 
nel and Commander-fn-Chie,f over a body of men not ex- 
ceeding four hundred. Proceed with all expedition to the 
western parts T>f this and the neighbouring Colonies, where 
you are directed to enlist those men, and with them forth- 
with to march to the Fort at Ticonderoga, and use your 
best endeavours to reduce the same, taking possession of 
the cannon, mortars, stores, &c, also the vessel and the 
other cannon and stores upon the Lake. You are to bring 
back with you such of the cannon, mortars, stores, &tc, as 
you shall judge may be serviceable to the Army here, leav- 
ing behind what may be necessary to secure that post, with 
a sufficient garrison. You are to procure suitable provi- 
sions and stores for the Army, and draw upon the Commit- 
tee of Safety for the same, and to act in every exigency 
according to your best skill and discretion for the publick 
interest, for which this shall be your sufficient warrant. 
Benjamin Church, Chairman Com. of Safety. 

By order : Wm. Cooper, Secretary. 

To Benedict Arnold, Esquire, Commander of a body of 
Troops on an expedition to subdue and take possession 
of the Fort of Ticonderoga, &c. 



Weymouth, May 3, 1775. 

To the Honourable Committee of Safety now sitting at 
Cambridge, the Petition of the Selectmen of Brain- 
tree, Weymouth, and Hingham, humbly showeth : 

That the several Towns to which they respectively, be- 
long are in a defenceless state, and, as we apprehend, in 
great danger of an attack from the Troops now in Boston, 
or from the Ships in the harbour, more especially as they 
are now or soon will be in want of fresh provisions. That 
we have been at the trouble and expense of keeping up a 
military watch in each Town for this fortnight past, an 
expense which we are by no means able to bear, and which 
is no real defence to ns ; besides all that has been said, the 
inhabitants of said Towns have been, and are still likely to 
be in our present situation, almost constantly kept in a tu- 
mult and disorder, and unable to keep about their business, 
to their great damage. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray your Honours to 
take our distressed state into your wise and serious consid- 
eration, and grant us at least the return of those men that 
have enlisted in the service from our several Towns, or such 
other relief and protection as in your wisdom you shall 
think fit ; and your Petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever 
pray. James Peniman, "1 

Norton Quincy, I Selectmen of 
Edmund Soper, | Braintree. 
Jonathan Bass, J 

James Humphrey, ^l 7 . /. 

c - xr 'I selectmen of 

saml. Kingman, >- „, tl J 

Ebr. Colson, J m V m ™ th - 

Betstj. Cushing, \ Selectmen of 



New-Castle, May 3, 1775. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esquire, President, 
and the Honourable the other Members of Congress for 
the Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, in Concord 
assembled, the Petition of James Cargill humbly 
showeth : 

That your Petitioner was chosen yesterday to take com- 
mand of the Liberty -men in New-Castle, and on viewing 
their state finds them almost destitute of ammunition, and 
chiefly unable to supply themselves, as their greatest de- 
pendance was on lumber trade, which is now stopped ; and 
we find there is no town stock to supply them, and those 
of them that would gladly buy for themselves know not 
where it is to be had. Therefore prays that you would talje 
our condition into your wise consideration, and if in your 
wisdom you should judge it best to grant us any supply out 
of the publick stock, that you would send it to us by the 
bearer, Lieutenant John Farley ; and your Petitioner, as in 
duty bound, shall ever pray, &c. James Cargill. 



To the Honourable Provincial Congress of Massachu- 
setts-Bay, in Congress assembled, May, 1775 : 
May it please your Honours : 

The Association in Eastham (which, at present, consists 
of about ninety persons, and is increasing) finding the Town 
of Eastham (though urged thereto) have not complied with 
the Resolve made and passed in Provincial Congress, at 
Concord, the 31st of March, 1775, in regard to paying in 
their money to the Receiver-General, immediately called 
a meeting of the Association, voted to hire what money 
was not collected of the Association, and have accordingly 
paid in the whole of our part of the Province Tax to the 
Constables, viz : Captain Job Crocker, who was Collector 
for the year 1774, and Mr. Jonathan Linnelye, the third, 
who is Collector for the present year. As they are both 
members of this Association, they have engaged to trans- 
mit the same to Henry Gardner, Esquire, of Stoiv, with- 
out delay. 

N. B. It is voted by the Association, as their desire, 
that the Orders, Resolves, and Recommendations of the 
Provincial Congress for this Town may be directed in fu- 
ture to some one of this Committee, as they are not always 
made publick if they fall into the hands of some men in 
this Town. Per order of the Association : 
Thomas Paine, 

Isaac Sparrow, „ ... r 

m rji Committee of 

Thomas Twining, J. ^ ^ ■ . 

He man Linnell, r 

John Davis, 



Joseph Andrews 



,\ 



Hingham. 



PROVINCIAL CONGRESS OF MASSACHUSETTS TO THE CON- 
TINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read in Congress, May 11, 1775.] 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, \ 
May 3, 1775. \ 

To the Honourable American Continental Congress, to be 
convened at Philadelphia on the tenth of May instant. 

May it please your Honours : The Congress of this 
Colony, impressed with the deepest concern for their Coun- 
try, under the present critical and alarming state of its 
publick affairs, beg leave, with the most respectful submis- 
sion whilst acting in support of the cause of America, to 
request the direction and assistance of your respectable 
Assembly. 

The enclosed packet, containing the copies of Deposi- 
tions which we have despatched for London, also an Ad- 
dress to the Inhabitants of Great Britain, and a Letter to 
our Colony Agent, Benjamin Franklin, Esq., are humbly 
submitted to your consideration. 

The sanguinary zeal of the Ministerial Army to ruin and 
destroy the inhabitants of this Colony, in the opinion of 
this Congress, hath rendered the establishment of an Army 
indispensably necessary. We have accordingly passed an 
unanimous resolve for thirteen thousand six hundred men 
to be forthwith raised by this Colony, and proposals are 
made by us to the Congress of New-Hampshire, and Gov- 
ernments of Rhode-Island and Connecticut Colonies, for 
furnishing men in the same proportion. 
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The sudden exigency of our publick affairs precluded 
the possibility of waiting for your direction in these impor- 
tant measures, more especially as a considerable reinforce- 
ment from Great Britain \s daily expected in this Colony, 
and we are now reduced to the sad alternative of defending 
ourselves by arms, or submitting to be slaughtered. 

With the greatest deference we beg leave to suggest that 
a powerful Army, on the side of America, hath been con- 
sidered by this Congress as the only means left to stem the 
rapid progress of a tyrannical Ministry. Without a force 
superiour to our enemies, we must reasonably expect to be- 
come the victims of their relentless fury; with such a force 
we may slill have hopes of seeing an immediate end put to 
the inhuman ravages of mercenary Troops in America, and 
the wicked authors of our miseries brought to condign 
punishment, by the just indignation of our brethren in 
Great Britain. 

We hope that this Colony will at all times be ready to 
spend and be spent in the cause of America. It is never- 
theless a misfortune greatly operating to its disadvantage, 
that it has a great number of ^ea-port towns exposed to 
the approach of the enemy by sea, from many of which 
the inhabitants have removed, and are now removing their 
families and effects to avoid destruction from ships of war. 
These, we apprehend, will be generally distressed from 
want of subsistence, and disabled from contributing aid for 
supporting the forces of the Colony, but we have the 
greatest confidence in the wisdom and ability of the Con- 
tinent to support us, so far as it shall appear necessary for 
supporting the common cause of the American Colonies. 

We also enclose several Resolves [passed this day] for 
empowering and directing our Receiver-General to borrow 
the sum of one hundred thousand Pounds, lawful money, 
and to issue his notes for the same, it being the only 
measure which we could have recourse to for supporting 
our forces ; and we request your assistance in rendering 
our measures effectual, by giving our notes a currency 
through the Continent. 

Jos. Warren, President pro tern. 



Troops as they retreated from Concord to Charlestown, 
would be very difficult, if not impracticable ; let it suffice 
to say, that a great number of the houses on the road were 
plundered and rendered unfit for use ; several were burnt ; 
women in childbed were driven by the soldiery naked intp 
the streets ; old men, peaceably in their houses, were shot 
dead ; and such scenes exhibited as would disgrace the 
annals of the most- uncivilized Nation. 

These, brethren, are marks of ministerial vengeance 
against this Colony, for refusing, with her sister Colonies, a 
submission to slavery. But they have not yet detached us 
from our Royal Sovereign. W 7 e profess to be his loyal 
and dutiful subjects, and so hardly dealt with as we have 
been, are still ready, with our lives and fortunes, to defend 
his person, family, crown, and dignity, Nevertheless, to 
the persecution and tyranny of his cruel Ministry we will 
not tamely submit; appealing to Heaven for the justice of 
our cause, we determine to die or be free. 

We cannot think that the honour, wisdom, and valour of 
Britons will suffer them to be longer inactive spectators 
of measures in which they themselves are so deeply in- 
terested ; measures pursued in opposition to the solemn 
protests of many noble Lords, and expressed sense of con- 
spicuous Commoners, whose knowledge and virtue have 
long characterized them as some of the greatest men in the 
Nation ; measures executing contrary to the interest, Pe- 
titions, and Resolves of many large, respectable, and opu- 
lent Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, in Great Britain; 
measures highly incompatible with justice, but still pursued 
with a specious pretence of easing the Nation of its burden ; 
measures which, if successful, must ehd in the ruin and 
slavery of Britain, as well as the persecuted American 
Colonies. 

We sincerely hope that the great Sovereign of the Uni- 
verse, who hath so often appeared for the English Nation, 
will support you in every rational and manly exertion with 
these Colonies, for saving it from ruin ; and that in a consti- 
tutional connection with the Mother Country, we shall soon 
be altogether a free and happy people. 

Per order : Jos. Warren, President pro tern. 



~ ■ In Provincial Congress, Watertown, 

April 26, 1775. 

To the bihabitants of Great Britain : 

Friends and Fellow-Subjects : Hostilities are at 
length commenced in this Colony by the Troops under com- 
mand of General Gage; and it being of the greatest im- 
portance that an early, true, and authentick account of this 
inhuman proceeding should be known to you, the Congress 
of this Colony have transmitted the same, a"nd from want 
of a session of the honourable Continental Congress, think 
it proper to address you on the alarming occasion. 

By the clearest depositions relative to this transaction, it 
will appear that on the night preceding the nineteenth of 
April instant, a body of the King's Troops, under com- 
mand of Colonel Smith, were secretly landed at Cambridge, 
with an apparent design to take or destroy the military and 
other stores provided for the defence of this Colony, and 
deposited at Concord; that some inhabitants of the Colony, 
on the night aforesaid, whilst travelling peaceably on the 
road between Morton and Concord, were seized and greatly 
abused by armed men, who appeared to be officers of Gene- 
ral Gage's Army ; that the Town, of Lexington by these 
means was alarmed, and a company of the inhabitants mus- 
tered on the occasion ; that the Regular Troops, on their 
way to Concord, marched into the said Town of Lexing- 
ton, and the said Company, on their approach, began to 
disperse ; that notwithstanding this, the Regulars rushed on 
with great violence, and first began hostilities by firing on 
said Lexington Company, whereby they killed eight and 
wounded several others; that (he Regulars continued their 
fire until those of said Company, who were neither killed 
"nor wounded, had made their escape ; that Colonel Smith, 
with the detachment, then marched to Concord, where a 
number of Provincials were again fired on by the Troops, 
two of them killed, and several wounded, before the Pro- 
vincials fired on them ; and that these hostile measures of 
the Troops produced an engagement that lasted through 
the day, in which many of the Provincials, and more of the 
Regular Troops, were killed and wounded. 

To give a particular account of the ravages of the 



In Provincial Congress, Watertown, 
April 36, 1775. 

To the Hon. Benjamin Franklin, Esq., London : 

Sir : From the entire confidence we repose in your faith- 
fulness and abilities, we consider it the happiness of this 
Colony that the important trust of agency for it, on this 
day of unequalled distress, is devolved on your hands ; and 
we doubt not your attachment to the cause of the liberties 
of mankind will make every possible exertion in our be- 
half a pleasure to you, although our circumstances will 
compel us often to interrupt your repose by matters that 
will surely give you pain. A single instance hereof is the 
occasion of the present letter; the contents of this packet 
will be our apology for troubling you with it. From these 
you will see how and by whom we are at last plunged into 
the horrours of a most unnatural war. Our enemies, we 
are lold, have despatched to Great Britain a fallacious 
account of the tragedy they have begun; to prevent the 
operation of which to the publick injury, we have engaged 
the vessel that conveys this to you as a packet in the service 
of this Colony, and we request your assistance in supply- 
ing Captain Derby, who commands her, with such neces- 
saries as he shall want, on the credit of your constituents 
in Massachusetts-Bay. But we most ardently wish that 
the several papers herewith enclosed may be immediately 
printed and dispersed through every Town in England, 
and especially communicated to the Lord Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Common Council of the City of London, that 
they may take such order thereon as they may think proper ; 
and we are confident your fidelity will make such improve- 
ment of (hern as shall convince all who are not determined 
to be in everlasting blindness, that it is the united efforts of 
both Englands that must save either. But that whatever 
price our brethren in the one may be pleased to put on their 
constitutional liberties, we are authorized to assure you that 
the inhabitants of the other, with the greatest unanimity, 
are inflexibly resolved to sell, theirs only at the price of 
their lives. Signed by order of the Provincial Congress : 
Jos, Warren, President pro tern. 
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[No. 1.] 

Lexington, April 25, 1775. 

We, Solomon Brown, Jonathan Loving, and Elijah 
Sanderson, all of lawful age, and of Lexington, in the 
County of Middlesex, and Colony of the Massachusetts- 
Bay, in New-England, do testify and declare, that on the 
evening of the eighteenth of April instant, being on the 
road between Concord and Lexington, all of us mounted 
on horses, we were, about ten of the~ clock, suddenly sur- 
prised by nine persons, whom we took to be regular offi- 
cers, who rode up to us. mounted and armed, each having 
a pistol in his hand; and after putting pistols to our breasts, 
and seizing the bridles of our horses, they swore that if we 
stirred another step we should be all dead men ; upon which 
we surrendered ourselves. They detained us until two 
o'clock the next morning, in which time they searched and 
greatly abused us ; having first inquired about the maga- 
zine at Concord, whether any guards were posted there, 
and whether the bridges .were up ; and said four or five 
regiments of Regulars would be in possession of the stores 
soon. They then brought us back to Lexington, cut the 
horses' bridles and girths, turned them loose, and then left us. 

Solomon Brown, 
Jonathan Loring, 
Elijah Sandekson. 

Middlesex, April 25, 1775: 

Jonathan Loring, Solomon Brown, and Elijah Sander- 
son, being duly cautioned to testify the whole truth, made 
solemn oath to the truth of the above deposition, by them 
subscribed. Before us, Wm. Reed, 

Josiah Johnson, 
Wm. Stickney, 
Justices of the Peace. 

Lexington, April 25, 1775. 
I, Elijah Sanderson, above. named, do further testify and 
declare, that I was in Lexington Common the morning of 
the nineteenth of April aforesaid, having been dismissed 
by the officers above-mentioned, and saw a large body of 
Regular Troops advancing towards Lexington Company, 
many of whom were then dispersing. I heard one of the 
Regulars, whom I took to be an officer, say, " damn them, 
we will have them ;" and immediately the Regulars shouted 
aloud, run, and fired on the Lexington Company, which 
did not fire a gun before the Regulars discharged on them. 
Eight of the Lexington Company were killed while they 
were dispersing, and at considerable distance from each 
other, and many wounded ; and although a spectator, I nar- 
rowly escaped with my life. Elijah Sanderson. 

Middlesex, ss., April 25, 1775 : 

Elijah Sanderson, above named, being duly cautioned 
to testify the whole truth, made solemn oath to the truth 
of the above deposition by him subscribed. 
Before us, Wm. Reed, 

Josiah Johnson, 

Wm. Stickney, 

Justices of the Peace. 

Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, > 
Charlestown, ss. 5 

I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Publick, by 
lawful authority, duly admitted and sworn, hereby certify 
all whom it doth or may concern, that William Reed, Jo- 
siah Johnson, and William Stickney, Esquires, are three 
of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the County of 
Middlesex, and that full faith and credit are to be given to 
their transactions as such. In witness whereof 1 have here- 
unto affixed my name and seal, this twenty-sixth day of 
April, Anno Domini one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-five. 

Nathaniel Gorham, Notary Publick. 

[No. 2.] 

Lexington, April 23, 1775. 

I, Thomas Price Willard, of lawful age, do testify and 
declare, that being in the house of Daniel Harrington, of 
said Lexington, on the nineteenth instant, in the morning, 
about half an hour before sunrise, looked out of the win- 
dow of said house and saw (as I suppose) about four hun- 
dred of Regulars, in one body, coming up the road, and 



marched toward the north part.of the common, back of the 
meeting-house of said Lexington ; and as soon as said Reg- 
ulars were against the east end of the meeting-house, the. 
commanding officers said something, what I know not ; but 
upon that the Regulars ran till they came within about 
eight or nine rods of about a hundred of the Militia of 
Lexington, who were collected on said common, at which 
time the Militia of Ijexington dispersed ; then the officers 
made a huzza, and the private soldiers. succeeded them. 
Directly after this an officer rode before the Regulars to 
the other side of the body, and hallooed after the Militia 
of said Lexington, and said, " Lay down your arms, damn 
you ; why don't you lay down your arms ?" arid that there 
was not a gun fired till the Militia of Lexington were dis- 
persed. And further saith not. 

Thomas Price Willard. 

Middlesex, ss., April 23, 1775: 

The within named Thomas Price Willard personally 
appeared, and after due caution to testify the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth, made solemn oath to the truth 
of the written deposition by him subscribed. 
Before us, Wm, Reed, 

Jona. Hastings, 
Duncan Ingraham, 
Justices of the Peace. 

Province of Massachusetts-Bay, 
Charlestown, ss. -■ 
1, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellipn Publick, 
duly admitted and sworn, do certify that Wm. Reed, Jona. 
Hastings, and Duncan Ingraham, Esquires, are three of 
His Majesty's Justices for the County of Middlesex, and 
that full faith and credit is to be given to their transactions 
as such. In witness whereof I have hereunto affixed my 
hand and seal this twenty-sixth of April, one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five. 

Nathaniel Gorham, Notary Publick. ' 

[No. 3.] 

Lexington, April 25, 1775. 

Simon Winship, of Lexington, in the County of Mid- 
dlesex, and Province of Massachusetts- Bay, Neiv-England, 
being of lawful age, testifieth and saith, that on the nine- 
teenth of April instant, about four o'clock in the morning, 
as he. was passing the publick road in said Lexington, 
peaceably and unarmed, about two miles and a half dis- 
tant from the meeting-house in said Lexington, he was 
met by a body of the King's Regular Troops, and being 
stopped by some officers of said Troops, was commanded 
to dismount. Upon asking why he must dismount, he was 
obliged by force to quit his horse, and ordered to march in 
the midst of the body ; and being examined whether he 
had been warning the Minute-Men, he answered, no, but 
had been out, and was then returning to his father's. Said 
Winship further testifies that he marched with said Troops 
until he came within about half a quarter of a mile of said 
"meeting-house, where an officer commanded the Troops 
to halt, and then to prime and load. This being done, the 
said Troops marched oh till they came within a few rods 
of Captain Parker's Company, who were partly collected 
on the place of parade, when said Winship observed an 
officer at the head of said Troops flourishing his sword, 
and with a loud voice giving the word fire ; which was in- 
stantly followed by a discharge of arms from said Regular 
Troops. And said Winship is positive, and in the most 
solemn manner declares, that there was no discharge of 
arms on either side till the word fire was given by said 
officer as above. Simon Winship. 

Middlesex, ss., April 25, 1775 : 

Simon Winship, above named, appeared, and after due 
caution to testify the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
made solemn oath to the truth of the above deposition by 
him subscribed. Wm. Reed, 

Josiah Johnson. 

Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, 
Charlestown, ss. 

I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Publick, 
by lawful authority duly admitted and sworn, hereby certify 
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all whom it doth or may concern, that Wm. Reed and Jo- 
siah Johnson, Esquires, are two of His Majesty's Justices 
for the County of Middlesex, and that full faith and credit 
is" to be given to their transactions as such. In witness 
whereof I have hereunto affixed my name and seal this 
twenty-sixth day of April, Anno Domini one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five. 

Nathaniel Gohham, Notary Publick. 

[No. 4.] 

Lexington, April 25, 1775. 

I, John Parker, of lawful age, and commander of the 
Militia m Lexington, do testify, and declare, that on the 
nineteenth instant, in the morning, about one of the clock, 
being informed that there were a number of Regular Offi- 
cers riding up and down the road, stopping and insulting 
people as they passed the road, and also was informed that 
a number of Regular Troops were on their march from 
Boston, in order to take the Province Stores at Concord, 
ordered our Militia to meet on the common in said Lexing- 
ton, to consult what .to do, and concluded not to be dis- 
covered, nor meddle or make with said Regular Troops 
(if they should approach) unless they should insult us ; and 
upon their sudden approach, I immediately ordered our 
Militia to disperse and not to fire. Immediately said Troops 
made their appearance, and rushed furiously, fired upon 
and killed eight of our party, without receiving any provo- 
cation therefor from us. John Parker. 

Middlesex, ss., April 25, 1775 : 

The above named John Parker personally appeared, 
and after being duly cautioned to declare the whole truth, 
made solemn, oath to the truth of the above deposition, by 
him subscribed. Before us, Wm. Reed, 

- - Josiah Johnson, 

Wm. Stickney, 
Justices of the Peace. 

Province of Massachusetts-Bat, 
Charlestown, ss. 
I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Publick, 
by lawful authority duly admitted and sworn, hereby certify 
all whom it doth or may concern, that Wm. Reed, Josiah 
Johnson, and Wm. Stickney, Esquires, are three of His 
Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the County of Middle- 
sex, and that full faith and credit is and ought to be given 
to their transactions as such. In witness whereof I have 
hereunto set my name and seal this twenty-sixth day of 
April, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 

Nath'l Gorham, Notary Publick. 

[No. 5.] 

Lexington, April 24, 1775. 

I, John Robbins, being of lawful age, do testify and say, 
that on the nineteenth instant, the Company under the com- 
mand of Captain John Parker being drawn up (sometime 
before sunrise) on the green or common, and 1 being in 
the front rank, there suddenly appeared a number of the 
King's Troops, about a thousand, as I thought, at the dis- 
tance of about sixty or seventy yards from us, huzzaing 
and on a quick pace towards us, with three officers in their 
front on horseback, and on full gallop towards us ; the fore- 
most of which cried, " Throw down your arms, ye villains, 
ye rebels;" upon which said Company dispersing, the 
foremost of the three officers ordered their men, saying, 
" Fire, by God, fire ; at which moment we received a very 
heavy and close fire from them ; at which instant, being 
wounded, I fell, and several of our men were shot dead by 
one volley. Captain Parker's men, 1 believe, had not then 
fired a gun. And further the deponent sajth not. 

John Robbins. 

Middlesex, ss., April 25, 1775 : 

I, John Robbins, within named, appeared, and being duly 
cautioned to testify the truth, and nothing but the truth, 
made solemn oath to the truth of the within deposition, 
subscribed by his special order, he being so maimed and 
vvounded that he thought he could neither write his name 
nor make his mark. Before us, Wm. Reed, 

■-■■ - Josiah Johnson, 

Justices of the Peace. 



Province of Massachusetts-Bay, ) 
Chablestown, ss. $ 

I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Publick, 
by lawful authority duly admitted and sworn, hereby certify 
all whom it doth or may concern, that William Reed and 
Josiah Johnson, Esquires, are two of His Majesty's Jus- 
tices for the County of Middlesex, and that full faith and 
credit is to be given to their transactions as such. In wit- 
ness whereof I have hereunto affixed my name and seal 
this twenty-sixth day of April, Anno Domini one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five- 

Nath'l Gorham, Notary Publick. 

[No. 6.] 

Lexington, April 25, 1775. 
We, Benjamin Tidd, of Lexington, and Joseph Abbott, 
of Lincoln, in the County of Middlesex, and Colony of 
Massachusetts-Bay, in New-England, of lawful age, do 
testify and declare, that on the morning of the nineteenth 
of April instant, about five o'clock, being on Lexington 
common, and mounted on horses, we saw a body of Regu- 
lar Troops marching up to the Lexington Company which 
was then dispersing. Soon after tbe Regulars fired first a 
few guns, which we took to be pistols from some of the 
Regulars who were mounted on horses, and then the said 
Regulars fired a volley or two before any guns were fired 
by the Lexington Company. Our horses immediately 
started and we rode off. And further saith not. 

"."'" Benjamin Tidd, _ 
Joseph Abbott. 

Middlesex, ss., April 25, 1775: • 

Benjamin Tidd and Joseph Abbott above named, being 
duly cautioned to testify the whole truth, made solemn oath 
to the truth of the above deposition by them subscribed. 

Wm. Reed, 
Josiah Johnson, 
Wm. Stickney, 
Justices of the Peace. 

Province of Massachusetts-Bay, 
Charlestown, ss. 

I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Publick, by 
lawful authority duly admitted and sworn, hereby certify 
all whom it doth or may concern, that Wm. Reed, Josiah 
Johnson, and William Stickney, Esquires, are three of His 
Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the Coupty of Middle- 
sex, and that full faith and credit is to be given to their trans- 
actions as such. In witness whereof I have hereunto 
affixed my name and seal this twenty-sixth day of April, 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 

Nathaniel Gorham, Notary Publick. 

Chirlcstown, May 2, 1775. 

[No. 7.] 

Lexington, April 25, 1775, 

We, Nathaniel Mullekin, Philip Russell, Moses Har- 
rington, Junior, Thomas and Daniel Harrington, William 
Grimer, William Tidd, Isaac Hastings, Jonas Stone, Jr., 
James Wyman, Thaddeus Harrington, John Chandler, 
Joshua Reed, Jun., Joseph Simonds, Phineas Smith, John 
Chandler, Jun., Reuben Lock, Joel Viles, Nathan Reed, 
Samuel Tidd, Benjamin Lock, Thomas Winship, Simeon 
Snow, John Smith, Moses Harrington the third, Joshua 
Reed, Ebenezer Parker, John Harrington, Enoch Wil- 
lington, John Ilosmer, Isaac Green, Phineas Stearns, 
Isaac Durant, and Thomas Headly, Jun., all of lawful age, 
and inhabitants of Lexington, in the County of Middlesex, 
and Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay , in New-England, 
do testify and declare, that on the nineteenth of April in- 
stant, about one or two o'clock in the morning, being 
informed that several officers of the Regulars had, the 
evening before, been riding up and down the road, and had 
detained and insulted the inhabitants passing the same ; 
and also understanding that a body of Regulars were march- 
ing from Boston towards Concord, with intent (as it was 
supposed) to take the stores belonging to the Colony in 
that Town, we were alarmed; and having met at the place 
of our Company's parade, were dismissed by our Captain, 
John Parker, for the present, with orders to be ready to 
attend at the beat of the drum. We further testify and 
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declare, that about five o'clock in the morning, hearing: our 
drum beat, we proceeded towards the parade, and soon 
found that a large body of Troops were marching towards 
us. Some of our Company were coming up to the parade, 
and others had reached it; at which time the Company 
began to disperse. Whilst our backs were turned on the 
Troops we were fired on by them, and a number of our 
men were instantly killed and wounded. Not a gun was 
fired by any person in our Company on the Regulars, to 
our knowledge, before they fired on us, and they continued 
firing until we had all made our escape. 

Nathaniel Mullekin, Joshua Reed, Jr., 
Joseph Simonds, 
Phineas Smith, 
John Chandler, Jr., 
Rsuben Lock, 
Joel Vilcs, 
Nathan Reed, 
SamuelTidd, 
Benjamin Lock, 
Thomas Winship, 
Simeon Snow, 



Philip Russell, 
Mos, Harrington, Jr., 
Thomas Harrington, 
D miel Harrington, 
William Grimer, 
William Tidd, 
Isaac Hastings, 
Jojias Stone, Jr., 
James Wyman, 
Tliad. Harrington, 
John Chandler, 



John Smith, 
Mos. Harrington 3d., 
Joshua Reed, 
Ebenezer Parker, 
John Harrington, 
Knoch Willington, 
John Hosmer, 
Isaac Green, 
Phineas Stearns, 
Isaac Durant, 
Thos. Headloy, Jr. 



Middlesex, ss.) April 25, 1775: 

Nathaniel Mullekin, Philip Russell, Moses Harrington, 
Jun., Thomas Harrington, Daniel Harrington, William 
Grimer, William. Tidd, Isaac Hasting, Jonas Stone, Jr., 
James Wyman, Thaddeus Harrington, John Chandler, 
Joshua Reed, Jun. , Joseph Simonds, Phineas Smith, John 
Chandler, Jun., Reuben Lock, Joel Viles, Nathan Reed, 
Samuel Tidd, Benjamin Lock, Thomas Winship, Simeon 
Snow, John Smith, Moses Harrington, 3d, Joshua Reed, 
Ebenezer Parker, John Harrington, .Enoch Willington, 
John Hosmer, Isaac Green, Phineas Stearns, Isaac Du- 
rant, and Thomas Headley, Jun., above named, being duly 
cautioned., to testify the whole truth, made solemn oath to 
the above deposition, as containing nothing but the truth as 
subscribed by them. William Reed, 

Josiah Johnson, 
Wm. Stickney, 
Justices of the Peace. 

Province of Massachusetts-Bay, 
Charlestown, ss. 

I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Publiek, by 
lawful authority duly admitted and sworn, hereby certify 
all whom it doth or may concern, that William Reed, 
Josiah Johnson and William Stickney, are three of His 
Majesty's Justices for the County of Middlesex, and that 
full faith and credit is to be given to their transactions as " 
such.. In witness whereof I have hereunto affixed my name 
and seal this twenty-sixth day of April, Anno Domini 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 

Nathaniel Gobham, Notary Publiek. 

'[No 8.]* 

Lexington, April 25, 1775. 

We, Nathaniel Parkhurst, Jonas Parker, John Mun- 
roe, Jun., John Winship, Solomon Peirce, John Muzzy, 
Aimer Mead, John Bridge, Junior, Ebenezer Bowman, 
William Munroe 3d, Micah Hagar, Samuel Sanderson, 
Samuel Hastings, and James Brown, of Lexington, in the 
County of Middlesex, and Colony of Massachusetts Bay, 
in New-England, and al.I of lawful age, do testify and say, 
that on the morning of the nineteenth of April instant, 
about one or two o'clock, being informed that a number of 
Regular Officers had been riding up and down the road, 
the evening and night preceding, and that some of the 
inhabitants as they were passing had been insulted by the 
officers, and stopped by them ; and being also informed 
that the Regular Troops were on their mar.ch from Boston, 
in order as it was said, to take the Colony Stores then 
deposited at Concord, we met on the parade of our Com- 
pany in this Town ; and after the Company had collected 
we were ordered by Captain John Parker, who com- 
manded us, to disperse for the present, and to be ready to 
attend the beat of the drum ; and accordingly the Company 
went into houses near the place of parade We further 
testify and say, that about five o'clock in the morning, we 
attended the beat of our drum, and were formed on the 
parade. We were faced towards the Regulars, then march- 
ing up to us, and some of our Company were coming to 
the parade with their backs towards the Troops,, and others 



on the parade began to disperse, when the Regulars fired 
on the Company before a gun was fired by any of our Com- 
pany on them; they killed eight of our Company, and 
wounded several, and continued their fire until we had. all 
made our escape; 

Nath'l Pa.rkhub.st, John Bridge, Jun., 
Jonas Parker, Ebenezer Bowman; 

John Munroe, Jun., William Munroe 3d. 
John Winship, Micah Hagar, " 

Solomon Peirce, Samuel Sanderson, 

John Muzzy, Samuel Hastings, 

Abner Mead, James Brown. 

Middlesex, ss., April 25, 1775: 

Nathaniel Parkhurst, Jonas Parker, John Munroe, Jr., 
John Winship, Solomon Peirce, John Muzzy, Abner Mead, 
John Bridge, Jun., Ebenezer Bowman, William Munroe, 
third, Micah Hagar, Samuel Sanderson, Samuel Hastings, 
and James Brown,_a.bove named, being duly cautioned to 
testify the whole truth, made solemn oath to the truth of 
the above deposition, by them' subscribed. 

William Reed, 
.Josiah Johnson, 
Wm, Stickney, 
Justices of the Peace. 

Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, 
Charlestown, ss. 
I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Publiek, 
by lawful authority duly admitted and sw T orn, hereby cer- 
tify all whom it doth or may concern, that William Reed, 
Josiah Johnson, and William Stickney, Esquires, are three 
of His Majesty's Justices for the County of Middlesex, and 
that full faith and credit is to be given to their transactions 
as such. In witness whereof, Ihave hereunto affixed my 
name and seal, this twenty-sixth day of April, Anno 
Domini one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 

Nathaniel Gorham, Notary Publiek, - 

[No. 9.] 

Lexington, April 25, 1775. 

I, Timothy Smith, of Lexington, in the County of Mid- 
dlesex and Colony of Massachusetts-Bay, in New-Eng- 
land, being of lawful age, do testify and declare, that on 
the morning of the nineteenth of April instant, being at 
Lexington common as a spectator, I saw a large body of 
Regular Troops marching up towards the Lexington Com- 
pany, then dispersing, and likewise saw the Regular Troops 
fire on the Lexington Company, before the latter fired a 
gun. I immediately ran, and a volley was discharged at 
me, which put me in imminent danger gf losing my life. I 
soon returned to the common, and saw eight of the Lex- 
ington men who were killed, and lay bleeding, at a con- 
siderable distance from each other, and several were wound- 
ed ; and further saith not. Timothy Smith. ^ 

Middlesex, 'ss., April 25, 1775 : - 

Timothy Smith, above named, being duly cautioned to 
testify the truth, made solemn oath to the truth of the above 
deposition, by him subscribed. William Reed, 

Josiah Johnson, 
Wm. Stickney. 
Justices of the Peace. 

Province, of Massachusetts-Bay, 
Charlestown, ss. 

I, Nathaniel Gorham:, Notary and Tabellion Publiek, 
by lawful authority duly admitted and sworn", hereby cer- 
tify all whom it doth or may concern, that WiUi&m Reed, 
Josiah Johnson, and William Stickney,. Esquires, are three 
of His Majesty's Justices for the County of Middlesex, 
and that full faith and credit is to be given to their transac- 
tions assuch. In witness whereof, I have hereunto affixed 
my name and seal, this twenty-sixth of April, one thou- 
sand seven, hundred and seventy-five. 

Nathaniel Gorham, Notary Publiek. 

' [No.. 10. ] 

Lexington, April 25, 1775. 

We, Levi Mead and Levi Harrington, both of '.Lexing- 
ton, in the County of Middlesex, and Colony of J\fa$sachu- 
setts-Bay, in New-England, ancLof lawful age, do testify 
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and declare, that on the morning of the nineteenth of April, 
being on Lexington common as spectators, we Saw a large 
body of Regular Troops marching up towards the Lexing- 
ton Company, and some of the Regulars on horses, whom 
we took to he officers, fired a pistol or two on the Lexing- 
ton Company, which was then dispersing. These were 
the first guns that were fired, and they were immediately 
followed by several volleys from the Regulars, by which 
eight men were killed, and several wounded. 
- - Levi Mead, 

Levi Harrington. 

Mipdlesex, ss., April 25, 1775 : 

Levi Harrington and Levi Mead above named being 
duly cautioned to testify the whole truth, made solemn oath 
to the truth of the above deposition by them subscribed. 
Before us, William Reed, 

■ ■■'- - .. Josiah Johnson, 

William Stickney, 

Justices of the Peace. 

Province of Massachusetts-Bay, 
Charlestown, ss. 

I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Publick, 
duly admitted and sworn, do certify all whom it doth or 
may concem, that William Reed, Josiah Johnson, and 
William Stickney, Esquires, are three of His Majesty's 
Justices of the Peac.e for the County of Middlesex, and 
that fulLfaith and credit is to be given to their transactions 
as such. In witness whereof I have hereunto affixed my 
name and seal this twenty-sixth day of April, Anno Domini 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 

Nathaniel Gorham, Notary Publick. 

[No. II.] 

Lexington, April 25, 1775. 
I, William Draper, of lawful age, and an inhabitant of 
Colrain, in the County of Hampshire, and Colony of Mas- 
sachusetts-Sat/, in New-England, do testify and declare, 
that being on the parade of said Lexington, April 19th 
instant, about half an hour before sunrise the King's Regu- 
lar Troops appeared at the meeting-house of Lexington. 
Captain Parker's Company, who were drawn up back of 
said meeting-house on the parade, turned from said 
Troops, making their escape by dispersing ; in the mean 
time the Regular Troops made a huzza and ran towards 
Captain Parker's Company, who were dispersing, and im- 
mediately after the huzza was . made the commanding 
officer of said Troops (as I took him) gave the command 
to the said Troop?, " Fire ! fire ! damn you, fire !" and im- 
mediately they fired before any of Captain Parker's Com- 
pany fired, I then being within three or four rods of said 
Regular Troops ; and further saith not. 

William Draper. 

Middlesex, ss., April 2oth, 1775 : 

William Draper, above named, being duly cautioned to 
testify the .whole truth, made solemn oath to the truth of 
the above deposition by him subscribed. Before us, 
''-;_- William Reed, 

Josiah Johnson, 
William Stickney, 

Justices of the Peace. 

Province of Massachusetts-Bay, ) 
Charlestown, ss. ) 

I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Publick, by 
lawful authority duly admitted and sworn, hereby certify 
to ah whom jt doth or may concern, that William Reed, 
Josiah Johnson, and William Stickney, Esquires, are three 
of His Majesty's Justices for the County of Middlesex, and 
that full faith and credit are to be given to their transac- 
tions as such. In "witness whereof I have hereunto affixed 
my name and seal this twenty-sixth .day of April, one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 

Nathaniel Gorham, Notary Publich. 

"[No. 12.] 
/*.._•• Lexington, April 23, 1775. 

I, Thomas Fessenden, of lawful age, testify and declare, 
that being in a pasture near the .meeting-house at said 



Lexington, on Wednesday last, at about half an hour before 
sunrise, I saw a number of Regular Troops pass speedily 
by said meeting-house on their way towards a Company 
of Militia of said Lexington, who were assembled to the 
number of about one hundred in a Company at the distance 
of eighteen or twenty rods from said meeting-house, and 
after they had passed by said meeting-house, I saw 
three officers on horseback advance to the front of said 
Regulars, when one ofjhem being within six: rods of the 
said Militia, cried out "Disperse, you. rebels, immediately;" 
on which he brandished his sword over his head three 
times ; meanwhile the second officer, who was about two 
rods behind him, fired a pistol pointed at said Militia, and 
the Regulars kept huzzaing till he had finished brandishing 
his sword, and when he had thus finished_brandishing his 
■ sword, he pointed it down towards said Militia, and imme- 
diately on which the said Regulars fired a volley at the 
Militia, and then I ran off as fast as I could, while they con- 
tinued firing till I got out of their reach. I further testify, 
that a"s soon as ever the officer cried "Disperse, you 
rebels," the said Company, of Militia dispersed every way 
as fast as they could, and while they were dispersing the 
Regulars Icept firing at them incessantly, and further saith 
not. ' " Thomas Fessenden. 

Middlesex, ss., April 23, 1775 : - 

The within named Thomas Fessenden .appeared, and 
after due caution to testify the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth, made solemn oath to the .truth of the within de- 
position by him subscribed. 

Before us, William Reed, 

■ - _ Josiah Johnson, 

William Stickney, 
■--■'. Justices of the Peace. 

Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, > 
Charlestown, ss. ' J 

I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Publick, by 
law.ful authority duly admitted and sworn, hereby certify 
to all whom it may or doth concern, that William Reed, 
Josiah Johnson, and William Stickney, Esquires, are three 
of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the County of 
Middlesex, and that full faith and credit is to be given to 
their transactions as such. In. witness whereof I have here- 
unto affixed my hand and seal this twenty-sixth day of 
April, Anno Domini one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-five. 

Nathaniel Gorham, Notary Publick. 

. - [No. 13.] 

I, John Bateman, belonging to the Fifty-Second Regi- 
ment, commanded by. Colonel Jones, on Wednesday morn- 
ing on the nineteenth day of April instant, was in the 
"party marching to Concord, being at Lexington, in the 
County of Middlesex; being nigh the meeting-house in 
said Lexington, there was a small party of men gathered 
together in that place when our Troops marched by, and I 
testify and declare, that I heard the word of command given 
to the Troops to fire, and some of said Troops did fire, 
and I saw one of said small party lay dead on the ground 
nigh said meeting-house, and I testify that 1 never heard 
any of the inhabitants so much as fire one gun on said 
Troops. ■-.-".-■ John Bateman. 

Middlesex, ss., April 23, 1775 : 

The above named John Bateman voluntarily, being 
previously cautioned to relate nothing but the truth, made 
solemn oath to the above deposition by him subscribed. 
Before us, - John Cummings, 

Duncan Ingraham, 
• Justices of the Peace. 

Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, 
Charlestown, ss. 

I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Publick, 
. duly admitted and sworn, do certify that John Cumynings 
and Duncan Ingraham, Esquires, are two of His Majes- 
ty's Justices of the Peace .for the' County of Middlesex, 
and that full faith and credit is to be given to their transac- 
tions as such. InVltriess whereof I have hereunto affixed 
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my name and seal this twenty-sixth day of April, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventy-five. 

Nath'l Gorham, Notary Publick. 

[No. 14.] 

Lexington, April 23, 1775, 

We, John Hoar, John Whitehead, Abraham Garfield, 
Benjamin Munroe, Isaac Parks, William Hc-smer, John 
Adams, and Gregory Stone, all of Lincoln, in the County 
of Middlesex, Massachusetts- Bay, all of lawful age, do 
testify and say, that on Wednesday last we were assembled 
at Concord in the morning of said day, in consequence of 
information received that a Brigade of Regular Troops 
were on their march to the said Town of Concord, who 
had killed six men at the Town of Lexington. About an 
hour afterward we saw them approaching to the number, 
as we apprehended, of about twelve hundred, on which 
we retreated to a mill about eighty rods back, and the said 
Troops then took possession of the hill where we were 
first posted. Presently after this we saw the Troops mov- 
ing towards the North Bridge, about one mile from the 
said Concord meeting-house ; we then immediately went 
before them and passed the bridge, just before a party of 
them, to the number of about two hundred, arrived ; they 
there left about one-half of their two hundred at the bridge, 
and proceeded with the rest towards Colonel Barrett's, 
about two miles from the said bridge. We then seeing 
several fires in the Town, thought the houses in Concord 
were in danger, and marched towards the said bridge, and 
the Troops who were stationed there observing our ap- 
proach, marched back over the bridge, and then took up 
some, of the plank ; we then hastened our march towards 
the bridge, and when we had got near the bridge they fired 
on our men, first three guns, (one after the other,) and then 
a considerable number more; and then, and not before, 
(having orders from our commanding officer not to fire till 
we were fired upon,) we fired upon the Regulars, and they 
retreated. On their retreat through the Town of Lexing- 
ton to Charlestown, they ravaged and destroyed private 
property, and burnt three houses, one barn, and one shop. 
John Hoar, Isaac Parks, 

John Whitehead, William Hosmer, 
Ab'm Garfield, John Adams, 
Benjamin Munroe, Gregory Stone. 

Middlesex, ss., April 23, 1775 : 

The within named John Hoar, John Whitehead, Abra- 
ham Garfield, Benjamin Munroe, Isaac Paries, William, 
Hosmer, John Adams, and Gregory Stone, appeared and 
made solemn oath to the truth of the within deposition. 
Before us, William Reed, 

John Cummings, 
Jonathan Hastings, 
Duncan Ingraham, 
Justices of the Peace. 

Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, 
Charlestown, ss. 
I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Publick, 
duly admitted and sworn, do certify, that William Reed, 
John Cummings, Jonathan Hastings, and Duncan Ingra- 
ham, Esquires, are four of His Majesty's Justices, and that 
full faith is to be given to their transactions as such. In 
witness whereof I have hereunto affixed .my name and seal 
this twenty-sixth day of April, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and seventy-five. 

Nath'l Gorham, Notary Publick. 

[No. 15.] 

Lexington, April 23, 1775. 

We, Nathan Barrett, Captain ; Jonathan Farrer, Joseph 
Butler, and Francis Wheeler, Lieutenants ; John Barrett, 
Ensign ; John Brown, Silas Walker, Ephraim Melvin, 
Nathan Buttrick, Stephen Hosmer, Junior, Samuel Bar- 
rett, Thomas Jones, Joseph Chandler, Peter Wheeler, 
Nathan Peirce, and Edward Richardson, all of Concord, 
in the County of Middlesex, in the Province of the Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, of lawful age, testify and declare, that on 
Wednesday, the nineteenth instant, about an hour after 
sunrise, we assembled on a hill near the meeting-house 
in Concord aforesaid, in consequence of an information, 
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that a number of Regular Troops had killed six of our 
countrymen at Lexington, and were on their march to 
said Concord ; and about an hour afterwards we saw them 
approaching to the number, as we imagine, of about twelve 
hundred; on which we retreated to a hill about eighty rods 
back, and the aforesaid Troops then took possession of the 
hill where we were first posted. Presently after this we 
saw them moving towards the North Bridge, about one 
mile from said meeting-house ; we then immediately went be- 
fore them, and passed the bridge just before a party of them, 
to the number of about two hundred, arrived. They there 
left about one-half of these two hundred at the bridge, and 
proceeded with the rest towards Colonel Barrett's, about 
two miles from the said bridge. We then seeing several 
fires in the Town, thought our houses were in danger, and 
immediately marched back towards said bridge, and the 
Troops who were stationed there observing our approach, 
marched back over the bridge, and then took up some of 
the planks. We then hastened our steps towards the 
bridge, and when we had got near the bridge, they fired 
on our men, first three guns, (one after the other,) and then 
a considerable number more ; upon which, and not before, 
(having orders from our commanding officer not to fire till 
we were fired upon,) we fired upon the Regulars, and they 
retreated. At Concord, and on their retreat through Lex- 
ington, they plundered many houses, burnt three at Lexing- 
ton, together with a shop and a barn, and committed damage, 
more or less, to almost every house from Concord to Charles- 
town. Nathan Barrett, Nathan Buttrick, 

Jonathan Farrer, Stephen Hosmer, Jr., 
Joseph Butler, Samuel Barrett, 

Francis Wheelf.r, Thomas Jones, 
John Barrett, Joseph Chandler, 

John Brown, Peter Wheeler, 

Silas Walker, Nathan Peirce, 

Ephraim Melvin, Edward Richardson. 

Lexington, April 23, 1775. 

We, Joseph Butler and Ephraim Melvin, do testify and 
declare, that when the Regular Troops fired upon our people 
at the North Bridge in Concord, as related in the foregoing 
deposition, they shot one, and we believe two, of our 
people, before we fired a single gun at them. 

Joseph Butler, 
Ephraim Melvin." 

Middlesex, ss., April 23, 1775 : 

The within named Nathan Barrett, Jonathan Farrer, 
Joseph Butler, Francis Wheeler, John Barrett,- John 
Brown, Silas Walker, Ephraim Melvin, Nathan Buttrick, 
Stephen Hosmer, Junior, Samuel Barrett, Thomas Jones, 
Joseph Chandler, Peter Wheeler, Nathan Peirce, and Ed- 
ward Richardson, appeared and made solemn oath to the 
truth of the above deposition by them subscribed. 

Before us, Jonathan Hastings, 

John Cummings, 
Duncan Ingraham, 
Justices of the Peace. 

Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, 
Charlestown, ss. 

I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Publick, 
duly admitted and sworn, do hereby certify all whom it 
may or doth concern, that Jonathan Hastings, John Cum- 
mings, and Duncan Ingraham, Esquires, are three of His 
Majesty's Justices for the County of Middlesex, and that 
full faith and credit is to be given to their transactions as 
such. In witness whereof I have hereunto affixed my 
name and seal this twenty-sixth day of April, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventy-five. 

Nathaniel Gorham, Notary Publick. 

[No. 16.] 

Concord, April 23, 1775. 

I, Timothy Minot, Junior, of Concord, on the nineteenth 
day of this instant, April, after that I had heard of the 
Regular Troops firing upon Lexington men, and fearing 
that hostilities might be committed at Concord, thought it 
my incumbent duty to secure my family. After I had 
secured my family, some time after that returning towards 
my own dwelling and finding that the bridge on the north- 
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era part of said Concord was guarded by Regular Troops, 
being a spectator of what had happened at said bridge, 
declare that the Regular Troops stationed on said bridge, 
after they saw the men that were collected on the westerly 
side of said bridge march towards said bridge, then the 
Troops returned towards the easterly side of said bridge, 
and formed themselves, as I thought, for regular fight. 
After that they fired one gun, then two or three more, 
before the men that were stationed on the westerly part of 
said bridge fired upon them. Timothy Mjnot, Jun. 

Middlesex, ss., April 23, 1775 ; 

Doctor Timothy Minot, Junior, personally appeared, 
and after due caution to testify the truth and nothing but 
the truth, made solemn oath to the truth of the above 
deposition by him subscribed. 

Before us, William Reed, 

Jonathan Hastings, 
John Cummings, 
Duncan ingraham, 

Justices of the Peace. 

Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, > 
Charlestown, ss. 5 

I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Publick, 
duly admitted and sworn, do certify all whom it doth or 
may concern, that William Reed, Jonathan Hastings, 
John Cummings, and Duncan Ingraham, are four of His 
Majesty's Justices for the County of Middlesex, and that 
full faith and credit is to be given to their transactions as 
such. In witness whereof I have hereunto affixed my 
name and seal this twenty-sixth day of April, one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five. 

Nathaniel Gorham, Notary Publick, 

[No. 17.] 

Lexington, April 33, 1775. 

I, James Barrett, of Concord, Colonel of a Regiment 
of Militia in the County of Middlesex, do testify and say, 
that on Wednesday morning last about daybreak I was in- 
formed of the approach of a number of the Regular Troops 
to the Town of Concord, where were some magazines be-> 
longing to this Province- When there was assembled 
some of the Militia of this and the neighbouring Towns, 
I ordered them to march to the North Bridge, (so called,) 
which they had passed and were taking up. I ordered 
said Militia to march to said bridge and pass the same, but 
not to fire on the King's Troops unless they were first 
fired upon. We advanced near said bridge, when the said 
Troops fired upon our Militia and killed two men dead on 
the spot, and wounded several others, which was the first 
firing of guns in the Town of Concord. My detachment 
then returned the fire, which killed and wounded several 
of the King's Troops. James Barrett. 

Middlesex, ss., April 23, 1775 : 

The. above named James Barrett personally appeared, 
and after due caution to testify the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth, made solemn oath to the truth of the above 
deposition by him subscribed. 

Before us, William Reed, 

Jonathan Hastings, 
Duncan Ingraham, 
Justices of the Peace, 

Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, 
Charlestown, ss. 
I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Publick, 
duly admitted and sworn, do certify all whom it doth 
or may concern, that William Reed, Jonathan Hastings, 
and Duncan Ingraham, Esquires, are three of His Majes- 
ty's Justices for the County of Middlesex, and that full 
faith and credit is to be given to their transactions as such. 
In witness "whereof I have hereunto affixed my name and 
seal this twenty-sixth day of April, one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-five. 

Nath'l Gqrham, Notary Publick. 

[No. 18.] 

Lexington, April 23, 1775, 

We, Bradbury Robinson, Samuel Spring, Thaddeus 
Bancroft, all of Concord, and Jamer Adams, of Lexing- 



ton, all in the County of Middlesex, all of lawful age, do 
testify and say, that on Wednesday morning last, near ten 
of the clock, we saw near one hundred of the Regular 
Troops, being in the Town of Concord, at the North Bridge 
in said Town, (so called,) and having passed the same, 
they were taking up said bridge, when about three hun- 
dred of our Militia were advancing towards said bridge in 
order to pass said bridge, when, without saying any thing 
to us, they discharged a number of guns on us, which killed 
two men dead on the spot, and wounded several others, 
when we returned the fire on them, which killed two of 
them and wounded several ; which was the beginning of 
hostilities in the Town of Concord. 

Bradbury Robinson, 
Samuel Spring, 
Thaddeus Bancroft, 
James Adams, 

Middlesex, ss., April 23, 1775: 

The withinnamed Bradbury Robinson, Samuel Spring, 
Thaddeus Bancroft, and James Adams, made solemn oath 
to the truth of the within deposition by them subscribed. 
Before us, William Reed, 

William Stickney, 
Jonathan Hastings, 
Justices of the Peace. 

Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, 
Charlestown, ss. 

I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Publick, 
certify to all whom it doth or may concern, that William 
Reed, William Stickney, and Jonathan Hastings, Esqrs., 
are three of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the 
County of Middlesex, and that full faith and credit is and 
ought to be given to their transactions as such. In witness 
whereof I have hereunto affixed my name and seal this 
twenty-sixth day of April, Anno Domini one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five. 

Nath'l Gorham, Notary Publick. 

[No. 19.] 

Concord, April 23, 1775. 

I, James Marr, of lawful age, testify and say, that in 
the evening of the eighteenth instant, I received orders 
from George. Hutchinson, Adjutant of the Fourth Regi- 
ment of Regular Troops stationed at Boston, to prepare 
and march, to which order I attended, and marched to Con- 
cord, where I was ordered by an officer, with about one 
hundred men, to guard a certain bridge there. While at- 
tending that service, a number of people came along, in 
order, as I suppose, to cross said bridge, at which time a 
number of the Regular Troops first fired upon them. 

James Marr. 

Middlesex, ss,, April 23, 1775: 

The above named James Marr appeared, and after due 
caution to testify the truth and nothing but the truth, made 
solemn oath to the truth of the above deposition by him 
voluntarily subscribed, 

Before us ; " Duncan Ingraham, 

Jonas Dix. 
Justices of the Peace, 

Province of Massachusetts-Bay, ) 
Charlestown, ss, J 

I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Publick, 
duly admitted and sworn, do certify that Duncan Ingraham 
and Jonas Dix, Esquires, are two of His Majesty's Jus- 
tices for the County of Middlesex, and that full faith and 
credit is to be given to their transactions as Such. In wit- 
ness whereof I have hereunto affixed my name and seal, 
this twenty-sixth day of April, one thousand seven hundred 
and seventy-five. 

Nathaniel Gorham, Notary Publick. 

[No. 20.] 

Medford, April 25, 1775. 

I, Edward Thoroton Gould, of His Majesty's own Re- 
giment of Foot, being of lawful age, do testify and declare, 
that on the evening of the eighteenth instant, under the 
orders of General Gage, I embarked with the Light-Infan- 
try and Grenadiers of the line, commanded by Colonel 
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Smith, and landed on the marshes of Cambridge, from 
whence we proceeded to Lexington. On our arrival at 
that place, we saw a body of Provincial Troops armed, to 
the number of about sixty or seventy men; on our ap- 
proach they dispersed, and soon after firing began ; but 
which party fired first, I cannot exactly say, as our Troops 
rushed on shouting and huzzaing previous to the firing, 
which was continued by our Troops as long as any of the 
Provincials were to be seen. From thence we marched to 
Concord. On a hill near the entrance of the Town, we 
saw another body of Provincials assembled ; the Light- 
Infantry Companies were ordered up the hill to disperse 
them ; on our approach they retreated towards Concord. 
The Grenadiers continued on the road under the hill towards 
the Town. Six companies of Light-Infantry were ordered 
down to take possession of the bridge which the Provin- 
cials retreated over ; the Company I commanded was one ; 
three Companies of the above detachment went forward 
about two miles. In the mean lime the Provincial Troops 
returned, to the number of about three or four hundred. 
We drew up on the Concord side of the bridge ; the Pro- 
vincials came down upon us, upon which we engaged, and 
gave the first fire. This was the first engagement after the 
one at Lexington; a continual firing from both parties 
lasted through the whole day. I myself was wounded at 
the attack of the bridge, and am now treated with the 
greatest humanity, and taken all possible care of by the 
Provincials at Mcdford. Edwd. Thoroton Gould, 

Lieut. King's own Regt. 

Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, ) 
Middlesex County, April 25, 1775. 5 

Lieutenant Edward Thoroton Gould, aforenamed, per- 
sonally made oath to the truth of the foregoing declaration 
by him subscribed. Before us: Thad. Mason, 

Josiah Johnson, 
Simon Tufts, 
Justices of the Peace for the County aforesaid, 
Quorum unus. 

Province of Massachusetts-Bay, 
Charlestown, ss. 

I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Publick, 
by lawful authority duly admitted and sworn, hereby cer- 
tify to all, whom it doth or may concern, that Thaddeus 
Mason, Josiah Johnson, and Simon Tufts, Esquires, are 
three of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace, quorum unus, 
for the County of Middlesex ; and that full faith and 
credit is and ought to be given to their transactions as such, 
both in Court and out. In witness I have hereunto affixed 
my name and seal, this twenty-sixth day of April, Anno 
Domini one thousand seven hundred and seventy five. 
Nathaniel Gorham, Notary Publick. 



ALEXANDER SCAMMELL TO JOHN SULLIVAN. 

Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, May 3, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: Your leaving New- Hampshire at a 
time when your presence was so extremely necessary to 
cherish the glorious ardour which you have been so instru- 
mental in inspiring us with, spread a general gloom in Dur- 
ham, and in some measure damped the spirit of liberty 
through the Province; and nothing but the important busi- 
ness in which you are embarked would induce us to dis- 
pense with your presence with any degree of patience or 
resignation. 

But when the horrid din of civil carnage surprised us on 
the 20th of April, the universal cry was — Oh ! if Major 
Sullivan was here ! I wish to God Major Sullivan was 
here ! ran through the distressed multitude. April Court, 
which was then sitting, adjourned immediately. To arms ! 
to arms ! was breathed forth in sympathetick groans. 

I went express to Boston, by desire of the Congressional 
Committee, then sitting at Durham, proceeded as far as 
Bradford, where I obtained credible information that even- 
ing. Next morning 1 arrived at Exeter, where the Pro- 
vincial Congress was assembling with all possible haste. 
There I reported what intelligence I had gained : that 
the American Army at Cambridge, Woburn, and Charles- 
town, was more in need of provisions than men ; that fifty- 
thousand had assembled in thirty-six hours ; and that the 



Regulars, who had retreated from Concord, had encamped 
on Bunker's Hill, in Charlestown. . 

The Congress, upon this report, resolved that the Dur- 
ham Company, then at Exeter, (armed complete for an 
engagement, with a week's provisions,) should return home, 
and keep themselves in constant readiness. All the men 
being gone from the westward and southward of Newmar- 
ket, and Men-of-War expected hourly into Portsmouth, it 
w T as with the greatest difficulty your Durham soldiers were 
prevailed upon to return. Six or seven expresses arrived 
at Durham the night after our return ; some desiring us to 
march to Kittery ; some to Hampton ; some to Ipsivich, 
&c, which places, they said, sundry "Men-of-War were 
ravaging. The whole country was in a continual alarm ; 
but suspecting that the Marines at Portsmouth might take . 
advantage of the confusion we were then in, and pay Dur- 
ham a visit, we thought proper to stand ready to give them 
a w T arm reception ; and supposing that your house and 
family would be the first mark of their vengeance, although 
I had been express the whole night before, I kept guard 
to defend your family and substance to the last drop of my 
blood. Master Smith being under the same apprehension, 
did actually lay in ambush behind a warehouse, and came 
very near sinking a fishing-boat anchored off" in the river, 
which he supposed heaped full of Marines. Men, women, 
and children, were engaged day and night in preparing for 
the worst. 

Many Towns in this Province have enlisted Minute-Men, 
and keep them under pay ; and the Congress, before this, 
would actually have raised an army, had they not waited 
for the General Court, which sits to-morrow, in order to 
raise as much money as they can, to pay off their army 
when raised. 

I am extremely mortified that I am unable to join the 
army at Cambridge. The particulars of the skirmish be- 
tween the Regulars and Americans will, long before this, 
have reached you. In longing expectation, your safe, hap- 
py, and speedy return is hoped for by all your friends, but 
by none more sincerely than your dutiful humble servant, 

Alex. Scammell. 

To John Sullivan, Esq., at Philadelphia or New-York. 



COMMITTEE OF BRUNSWICK TO THE BOSTON COMMITTEE 
OF CORRESPONDENCE. 

Brunswick, May 3, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, 
beg liberty to inform you with our situation, as we are 
chosen by this Town to examine into the circumstances of 
it ; and finding the Town very deficient as to arms and 
ammunition, have sent by water to Salem, but have just 
had our money returned back, without arms or ammunition ; 
and at present we have not more than a quarter of a pound 
of powder to a man, throughout the Town, nor more than 
one firelock to two men ; and in this defenceless state we 
are obliged to apply to you to assist our trusty friend whom 
vve have sent, which is Captain Nathaniel Larrabee ; and 
as we think it would be unsafe to transport powder by wa- 
ter, we have ordered him to take only one hundred weight, 
and for him to consult with you how and in what way it 
would be safest to get arms and more powder down to us. 

We should esteem it a favour to be informed by you by 
way of letter, at every convenient opportunity, of our pub- 
lick affairs. We are, gentlemen, yours ever to be com- 
manded, Aaron Hinkley, Saml. Standwood, 
Benj. Stone, James Curtis. 



Norfolk (virginia) committee. 

At a meeting of the Committee of the County of Nor- 
folk, at the Court-House of said County, on Thursday, 
the 4th of May, 1775: 

The Resolves of the Convention held at the Town of 
Richmond, on the 20th of March last, were read, and unan- 
imously approved. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Committee be pre- 
sented to Thomas Neivton, Junior, and James Holt, Es- 
quires, our worthy Delegates, for their faithful discharge 
of the important trust reposed in them. 

Having heretofore placed the highest degree of confi- 
dence in the good intentions of our Chief Magistrate to- 
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wards his Majesty's most loyal and faithful subjects, the 
good people of this Dominion, over whom he presides, 
which we can safely affirm had gained him their universal 
esteem and respect, with equal surprise and sorrow we 
have seen in our publick Gazettes an extract of a Letter 
said to be wrote by our said Chief Magistrate, on the 24th 
of December last, to the Earl of Dartmouth, one of His 
Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, and most grossly 
misrepresenting all the good people of this Colony, par- 
ticularly the Magistrates, and those whom the people have 
elected as Committees to be the guardians of their inesti- 
mable rights and liberties. And as his Excellency has not 
thought proper to disavow being the author of such Letter, 
we must take it for granted that the extract published is 
a faithful copy. We therefore think it our indispensable 
duty, in justice to our own reputations, and that of our con- 
stituents, who have honoured us with such marks of their 
confidence and esteem, to refute so unjust and unmerited, 
so defamatory and atrocious a charge. 

First, then, we declare that we know of no instance 
wherein any Committee in this or the neighbouring Coun- 
ties has assumed an authority to inspect the books, or any 
other secrets of the trade of Merchants. We admit to 
have known some instances where some Merchants, being 
suspected of a breach of the Association, have voluntarily 
offered some private letters and books to be inspected, in 
order to acquit themselves of such charge. 

He next says we stigmatize those we discover to have 
transgressed what we. hardly call the Laws of the Congress; 
which stigmatizing, to use the words in the said extract, 
" is no other than inviting the vengeance of an outrageous 
and lawless mob to be exercised on the unhappy victims." 
Several in this Borough and County have been held up for 
publick censure for breaches of the Association, but no 
vengeance of any mob or individual has been inflicted on 
them, not even that fashionable one lately introduced by 
the Troops under the command of General Gage; and we 
could call upon sundry persons here who were thus stigma- 
tized, to justify this assertion. 

We wish his Excellency had deigned to name the Coun- 
ty where the Committee. had proceeded so far as to swear 
the men of their Independent Company to execute all 
orders which they should give them, as it is a piece of infor- 
mation entirely new to us ; as well as that of every other 
County forming an Independent Company, for the avowed 
purpose, (as he says) of protecting their Committees, and 
to be employed against Government, if occasion require. 
We hope all the dark plots of our most secret or declared 
enemies will prove ineffectual in bringing matters to that 
unhappy issue ; and we have so high an opinion of the vir- 
tue of our countrymen, that we look upon the solemnity of 
an oath altogether unnecessary to stimulate them to stand 
forth firm and intrepid upon all just occasions, in support of 
their civil and religious rights and liberties. 

Whilst we. were thus fondly flattering ourselves that we 
had in his Excellency a most powerful advocate in order 
to accommodate the unhappy disputes subsisting between 
Great Britain and the Colonies, we leave the world to 
judge what poignant sorrow we must feel on the discovery 
that it was a vain delusion; and that, instead of the good 
offices we expected, he was all the time widening the 
breach, by misrepresenting so greatly our conduct to those 
in power; and we now discover, from his Excellency's said 
Letter, that his gentle and lenient conduct, which we were 
too ready to attribute to the regard he possessed, and which 
we flattered ourselves he had for his Government, proceed- 
ed only from his fears of the disgrace of a disappointment; 
and we find, as soon as it was known that that Letter would 
be made publick, the mask was thrown off; and the first 
step taken to open the eyes of the people, was the seizing 
of the Gunpowder in the publick Magazine, in the most 
secret manner. How far such a manoeuvre is justifiable, 
is not our intention at present to inquire into, that being a 
point on which the publick will undoubtedly undertake to 
judge for themselves ; but we cannot help giving it as our 
opinion, that his Excellency's answer to the Address of the 
respectable Corporation of the City of Williamsburgh, on 
that occasion, is highly disrespectful and evasive. And 
now, my countrymen, Jet us, by our steady perseverance 
in virtue and unanimity, convince his Excellency, when he 
says that every step we take must inevitably defeat its own 



purpose, that he (to use the phrase of our late truly wor- 
thy gnd noble Governour) has not augured right. 

We thought ourselves under the indispensable necessity 
of making the foregoing strictures on the above-mentioned 
Letter, lest our silence might be construed by our country- 
men, or others, into a tacit confession of our guilt ; and now 
we submit to the publick how far his Excellency merits the 
continuance of that unlimited confidence heretofore placed 
in him. The tribute of our respect we are still willing to 
pay him as our Chief Magistrate, and the representative 
of our most gracious Sovereign, to whom we shall always 
pay all due obedience. 

Ordered, That the Clerk send a copy of these proceed- 
ings to Messrs. Dixon and Hunter, and Mr. John Hunter 
Holt, to be published ; and they are desired to publish 
them in their next Gazettes. 

Benjamin Crooker, Clerk. 



Williamsburgh, Virginia, May 4, 1775. 

The Town of York being somewhat alarmed by a Let- 
ter from Captain Montague, commander of His Majesty's 
ship the Fowey, addressed to the Honourable Thomas JS'cl- 
son, Esquire, President of His Majesty's Council in Vir- 
ginia ; and a copy of said Letter being procured, a motion 
was made that the copy should be laid before the Commit- 
tee, and considered. The copy was read, and is as follows : 

Fowey, May 4, 1775. 

Sm: I have this morning received certain information, 
that his Excellency the Lord Dunmore, Governour of Vir- 
ginia, is threatened with an attack at daybreak this morn- 
ing, at his Palace at Williamsburgh, and have thought 
proper to send a detachment from His Majesty's Ship un- 
der my command, to support his Excellency ; therefore 
strongly pray you to make use of every endeavour to pre- 
vent the party from being molested or attacked, as, in that 
case, I must be under a necessity to fire upon this Town. 

To the Honourable Thomas Nelson, from 

George Montague. 

The Committee, together with Captain Montague 's Let- 
ter, taking into consideration the time of its being sent, 
which was too late to permit the President to use his influ- 
ence had the inhabitants been disposed to "molest and 
attack" the detachment ; and further considering that Col- 
onel Nelson, who, had this threat been carried into execu- 
tion, must have been a principal sufferer, was, at that very 
moment, exerting his utmost endeavours in' behalf of Gov- 
ernment, and the safety of his Excellency's person, unani- 
mously came to the following Resolutions : 

Resolved, That Captain Montague; in threatening to fire 
upon a defenceless Town, in case of an attack upon the 
detachment, in which said Town might not be concerned, 
has testified a spirit of cruelty unprecedented in the annals 
of civilized times; that, in his last notice to the President, 
he has added insult to cruelty ; and that, considering the 
circumstance already mentioned, of one of the most con- 
siderable inhabitants of said Town, he has discovered the 
most hellish principles that can actuate a human mind. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the inhabitants of 
this Town, and of the County in general, that. they do not" 
entertain or show any other mark of civility to Captain 
Montague, besides what common decency and absolute 
necessity require. 

Resolved, That the Clerk do transmit the above pro- 
ceedings to the publick Printers, to be inserted in the Vir- 
ginia Gazettes. 

William Russell, Clerk to Committee. 



TOWN-MEETING, UPPER FREEHOLD, (MONMOUTH COUNTY ) 
NEW-JERSEY. 
Monmouth County, Upper Freehold, May 4, 1T!5. 

This day, agreeable to previous notice, a very consider- 
able number of the principal inhabitants of this Township 
met at Imlay's Town : 

John Lawrence, Esquire, in the Chair. 

When the following Resolves were unanimously agreed 
to : 

Resolved, That it is our first wish to live in union with 
Great Britain, agreeable to the principles of the Consti- 
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tution; that we consider the unnatural civil war which we 
are about to be forced into, with anxiety and distress ; but 
that we are determined to oppose the novel claim of the 
Parliament of Great Britain to raise a revenue in Ame- 
rica, and risk every possible consequence rather than sub- 
mit to it. 

Resolved, That it appears to this meeting that there are 
a sufficient number of Arms for the people. 

Resolved, That a sum of money be now raised to pur- 
chase what further quantity of Powder and Ball may be 
necessary ; and it is recommended that every man capable 
of bearing arms enter into Companies to train, and be pre- 
pared to march at a minute's warning ; and it is further 
recommended to the people that _tbey do not waste their 
Powder in fowling or hunting. 

A subscription was then opened, and One Hundred and 
Sixty Pounds instantly paid into the hands of a person ap- 
pointed for that purpose. The Officers of four Companies 
were then chosen, and the meeting broke up in perfect 
unanimity. Elisha Lawhence, Cleric. 



Doctor William Burnett, Elisha Boudinot, Esquire, Isaac 
Ogden, Esquire, and Mr. Isaac Longworth, be a Commit- 
tee of Correspondence for said Town. 

Elisha Boudinot, Cleric to Committee. 



TOWN-MEETING, NEWARK, NEW-JERSEY. 

Newark, Now-Jersey, May 4, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Freeholders and Inhabitants of the 
Township of Newarlc, in New- Jersey, on Thursday, the 
4th day of May, A. D. 1775: 

Doctor William Burnett in the Chair. 

An Association having been entered into and subscribed 
by the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of said Town, a 
motion was made and agreed to, that the same be read. 
The same was accordingly read, and is as follows : 

" We, the Freeholders and Inhabitants of the Township 
of Newarlc, having deliberately considered the openly 
avowed design of the Ministry of Great Britain to raise a 
revenue in America; being affected with horrour at the 
bloody scene now acting in the Massachusetts-Bay for car- 
rying that arbitrary design into execution ; firmly convinced 
that the very existence of the rights and liberties of Ame- 
rica can, under God, subsist on no other basis than the 
most animated and perfect union of its inhabitants ; and 
being sensible of the necessity, in the present exigency, of 
preserving good order, and a due regulation in all publick 
measures, with hearts perfectly abhorrent of slavery, do 
solemnly, under all the sacred ties of religion, honour, 
and love to our Country, associate and resolve, that we 
will, personally, and as far as our influence can extend, 
endeavour to support and carry into execution whatever 
measures may be recommended by the Continental Con- 
gress, or agreed upon by the proposed Convention of De- 
puties of this Province, for the purposes of preserving and 
fixing our Constitution on a permanent basis, and opposing 
the execution of the several despotick and oppressive Acts 
of the British Parliament, until the wished-for reconcilia- 
tion between Great Britain and America, on constitu- 
tional principles, can be obtained. 

" That a General Committee be chosen by this Town for 
the purposes aforesaid, and that we will be directed by, 
and support them in all things respecting the " common 
cause, the preservation of peace, good order, the safety of 
individuals, and private property." 

Votpd, That Isaac Ogden, Esquire, Captain Philip 
Van Cortlandt, Bethuel Pier son, and Caleb Camp, be the 
Deputies to represent said Township in the Provincial 
Congress referred, to in the said Association. 

The General Committee also mentioned in the said As- 
sociation, was then chosen, consisting of forty-four. 

Agreed, That the powers delegated to the Deputies and 
General Committee, continue until the expiration of five 
weeks after the rising of the next Continental Congress, 
and no longer. 

Agreed, That the General Committee have power to 
appoint one or more Sub-Committees, to act on any emer- 
gency. Isaac Longworth, Town Cleric. 

The General Committee immediately convened, and 
elected Lewis Ogden, Esquire, Chairman, Doctor William 
Burnett, Deputy Chairman, and Elisha Boudinot, Esq., 
Clerk of the said General Committee. 

Agreed, That the above-named Leivis Ogden, Esquire, 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN NEW-YORK 
TO BIS CORRESPONDENT IN LONDON, DATED MAY 4, 

1775. 

The General Committee of One Hundred have stopped 
all supplies to Boston, Newfoundland, and all the Fishing 
Coasts, after the example of Philadelphia. The members 
of His Majesty's Council have sent a cop}' of the Minutes 
of their proceedings to the Committee this morning, with 
liberty to communicate the purport of them. The min- 
utes (which are the outlines of a letter to be transmitted 
by this packet) contain a just and true account of the 
circumstances which took place on the news of an engage- 
ment ; acknowledged the receipt of a letter from Lord 
Dartmouth of the 24th of March, wherein he hints at a 
plan of accommodation being to be offered ; in answer to 
which they give their opinion explicitly, that no terms will 
be attended to in the present ferment ; and unless General 
Gage ceases hostilities, it will be in vain to make proposals 
of any kind. In short, that this and all other Provinces are 
resolved, not only to refuse submission to the late and pre- 
sent Acts of Parliament, but to oppose, at the risk of their 
lives and fortunes, all those who come to enforce them. 



New-York, May 4, 177. r >. 

We hear that the Post, having been interrupted, the 
Postmaster (who has hitherto, without legal authority, 
been appointed from home, and as a conveniency, permit- 
ted here unquestioned) has discharged the riders, the 
expense of which he has no longer a fund to support. An 
office for this necessary business will doubtless be put under 
proper regulations by the Continental Congress, and no 
more be permitted to return to the rapacious hands of 
unauthorized intruders, since it would be the most con- 
temptible pusillanimity to suffer a revenue to be raised from 
our property to defray the expense of cutting our throats ! 
We hear Mr. William Goddard, who has been a great suf- 
ferer, with many others, by the malpractices of an illegal 
holder of this office, is now on a journey to the Eastward, 
in order to put the business under proper regulations to be 
laid before the Congress. 



GOVERNOCR TRUMBULL TO DOCTOR JOSEPH WARREN. 

Hartford, May 4, 1775. 

Sir: Your letter of the 2d of May instant, is received. 
You may be informed from our letter to Brigadier-General 
Putnam, what is already done by our General Assembly, 
and need not fear our firmness, deliberation, and unanimity 
to pursue the measures which appear best for our common 
defence and safety, and in no degree to relax our vigilant 
preparations for that end, and to act in union and concert 
with our sister Colonies, and shall be cautious of trusting 
promises which may be in the power of any one to evade. 
We hope no ill consequences "will attend our embassy to 
General Gage. 

Should be glad to be furnished with the evidences duly 
authenticated concerning the attack on the 19th of April 
last, at Lexington, which it is presumed you have taken. 
Though we are at a distance from the distressing scene 
before your eyes, yet are most sensibly affected with the 
alarming relations of them. 

I am, in behalf of the ' Governour and Company, Sir, 
your most obedient humble servant, 

Jonathan Trumbull. 

To the Honourable Joseph Warren, Esquire. , 



COMMITTEE OF SAFETY OF MASSACHUSETTS TO GOVERNOUR 
TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge, May 4, 1775. "" 

The distressed situation into which a wicked and despo- 
tick Administration have involved this Country, will justify 
us in your eyes, as we presume, in our present most earn- 
est and pressing desire that you will immediately send us 
three or four thousand men of your establishment, in order 
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to enable us to secure a pass of the greatest importance to 
our common interest, and which the enemy will certainly 
possess themselves of as soon as their reinforcement arrive; 
and if they once get possession, it will cost us much blood 
and treasure to dislodge them, but may now be secured by 
us if we had a force sufficient, without any danger. There- 
fore we earnestly repeat our request for three or four thou- 
sand men for the present purpose, with all possible despatch, 
and supported with all necessary stores of ammunition and 
provision ; and would beg that they may be forwarded in 
Companies or Regiments, as fast as they can be got ready. 
This will make it easier to the Troops, and to the country 
through which they may pass, and may probably be of more 
essential service to our common cause. We are, &tc. 



MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE NEW- 
MRU COMMITTEE. 

Cambridge, May 4, 1775. 

It is with the highest satisfaction this Committee received 
your letter of the 2d instant, expressive of your tender 
care and sympathy with this Colony under our alarming 
situation. All we can write on this occasion is, that the 
exigency of our affairs requires all the assistance which 
your better judgment shall dictate. We rest assured that 
your zeal for the common safety will inspire you to do 
every thing that is proper for the safety and preservation 
of the unalienable rights of America. We are, &tc. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN PITTS- 
FIELD TO AN OFFICER AT CAMBRIDGE, DATED MAY 
4, 1775. 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you that a number of 
gentlemen from Connecticut went from this place last 
Tuesday morning, having been joined by Colonel Easton, 
Captain Dickinson, and Mr. Brown, with forty soldiers, 
on an expedition against Ticonderoga and Crown Point, 
expecting to be reinforced by a thousand men from the 
Grants above here, a post having previously taken his de- 
parture to inform Colonel Ethan Allen of the design, and 
desiring him to hold his Green-Mountain boys in actual 
readiness. The expedition has been carried on with the 
utmost, secrecy, as they are in hopes of taking those forts 
by surprise. We expect they will reach those forts by 
Saturday next, or Lord's day at farthest. The plan was 
concerted at Hartford last Saturday, by the Governour 
and Council; Colonel Hancock, and Mr. Adams, and 
others from our Province being present. Three hundred 
Pounds were drawn immediately out of the Treasury for the 
aforesaid purpose, and committed to those gentlemen that 
were here. We earnestly pray for success to this impor- 
tant expedition, as the taking those places would afford us 
a key to all Canada. Should success attend this expedi- 
tion, we expect a strong reinforcement will be sent from 
the western part of Connecticut to keep those forts, and to 
repair and fortify them well. 

We have had much work here of late with the Tories ; 
a dark plot has been discovered of sending names down to 
General Gage; in consequence of which, and the critical 
situation of this Town, we have been obliged to act with 
vigour, and have sent Mr. Jones and Mr. Graves to 
Northampton Jail, where they now lie in close confine- 
ment, and have sent a hue and cry after Major Stoddard 
and Mr. Little, who have fled to New-York for shelter. 
We hope it will not be long before they are taken into 
custody and committed to close confinement. Our Tories 
are the worst in. the Province; all the effect the late and 
present operations have had upon them is, they are mute 
and pensive, and secretly wish for more prosperous days 
to toryism. 

As to your important operations, sir, you have the fer- 
vent prayers of all good men that success may attend 
them. I hope God will inspire you with wisdom from 
above in all your deliberations, and your soldiers with 
courage and fortitude, and that Boston will be speedily 
delivered into your hands, the General thereof, and all the 
King's Troops, that the den of thieves, that nest of robbers, 
that asylum for traitors and murderers, may be broke up, 
and never another red coat from England set foot on these 
shores. 



SELECTMEN OF TOPSHAM, IN LISCOLN COUNTY, TO THE 
MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Topsham, May 4, 1775. 
This is to inform the Honourable Congress that the 
Town of Topsham is almost destitute of powder and flints ; 
and we desire that your honourable body would direct Mr. 
Prince Rose, the man we have sent for powder, to some 
place where he can get about sixty or seventy weight of 
powder, and you will oblige the inhabitants of Topsham, 
who are true friends to liberty and friends to our Country. 
In behalf of the inhabitants of Topsham : 

John Fulton, ) Selectmen. 
James Beveridge, j 



COLONEL THOMAS GILBERT TO HIS SONS. 

Boston, May 4, 1775. 
On the 27th of April, I left the Ship, took passage on 
board a packet sloop on the first instant, in health arrived 
here, where I expect to stay till the Rebels are subdued, 
which I believe will not be long first, as the Ships and 
Troops are daily expected. My greatest fears are, you will 
be seduced or compelled to take arms with those deluded 
people. Dear sons, if those wicked sinners, the Rebels, 
entice you believe them not, but die by the sword rather 
than be hanged as Rebels, which will certainly be your 
fate sooner or later if you join them, or be killed in battle, 
and will be no more than you deserve. I wish you in Bos- 
ton, and all the friends to Government. The Rebels have 
proclaimed that those friends may have liberty, and come in ; 
but as all their declarations have hitherto proved, I fear, 
false, this may be so. Let Ruggles know his father wants 
him here. You may come by water from Newport. If 
here the King will give you provisions and pay you wages; 
but by experience you know neither your persons nor estates 
are safe in the country, for as soon as you have raised any 
thing, thay will rob you of it, as they are more savage 
and cruel than heathens, or any other creatures, and, it is 
generally thought, than devils. You willput yourselves out 
of their power as soon as possible. This is from your 
affectionate father, Thos. Gilbert. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON 
TO HIS FRIEND IN NEW-YORK, DATED MAY 5, 1775. 

It has been long the object of Administration to tra- 
duce your Province, representing it as inimical to the sys- 
tem of opposition to their measures, so universally adopted 
in the other Colonies. To obviate this calumny, the friends 
of America have had little opportunity of vindicating you, 
because the intelligence from New-York comes here gen- 
erally to persons absolutely devoted to the mandates of a 
very wicked Administration. The mercantile connections 
of New-York, as far as my knowledge extends, are as little 
friendly to American liberty as any I know. I wish it was 
in my power to point out your friends, for I do not mean 
to expose your enemies, who make themselves conspicuous 
enough. 

The Troops from Ireland, destined to shackle the Bos- 
tonians, and with them every American, are about sailing. 
The three Generals, Howe, Clinton, and Burgoyne, have 
sailed. Hozve is well known in America; Clinton is the 
son of one of your former Governours; these are both 
men of character — they go on this business with much re- 
luctance ; but they were told, you must do this or starve. 
As to Burgoyne, I am not master of language enough .to 
express the horrible blackness of his character. Refer to 
the. letters of Junius to the Duke of Grafton, to which I 
will add but one anecdote, for the truth of which you may 
be assured ; that he (Burgoyne) declared, when those let- 
ters were published, if he could find out the author, he 
would assassinate him. Governour Tryon goes off in a 
day or two to strengthen the ministerial party with you, 
and has the command of money to bribe, A word to the 
wise. Major Skene has deceived the Ministry, in persua- 
ding them that he can bribe all the Members of the Conti- 
nental Congress, for which purpose he has been sent off to 
Philadelphia. 

The ministerial plan is undoubtedly to reduce every 
American to the most degraded state of absolute bondage 
and servitude. The two modes by which they hope to 
accomplish their end, are, using force and violence in Neu- 
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England ; and with bribery and other artifices, to divide 
the rest of the Colonies from the common cause ; for this 
end New-York is not mentioned in the lately passed Act of 
Parliament for restraining the trade of Virginia, Maryland, 
Sic. This grant, however, I cannot view in any other light 
than that of a tyrant, who might allow me to eat, but at the 
same time would put me to death if I went to a certain 
place where only 1 could get any thing to eat ; for all con- 
nection whatsoever is cut off between New-York and the 
other Colonies. There is not in nature a clearer truth to 
me, than that if America is firmly united, and determined 
to encounter every difficulty rather than submit to the 
tyranny that is at this moment planned for them all without 
distinction by the present Ministers, it will be impractica- 
ble for the scheme to succeed. Without taking into the 
account the uncertainty of war, where the battle is not 
always to the strong, the natural and self-evident reasons 
for determining so absolutely in this question, are so clear 
and decisive, that it would be more absurd than any scep- 
tick ever was yet to doubt it. I therefore conclude, the 
yeomanry at large, in the Government of New- York, will 
steadily persevere in maintaining their rights, and firmly 
unite with the other Colonies in whatever measures the 
grand Continental Council at Philadelphia may think best 
to adopt; notwithstanding the attempts to disunite you by 
a few men, who, for a golden gratuity, will sell themselves, 
their Country, and posterity, to tyranny, in hopes they 
may be the under-executioners. It is confidently said here, 
that Doctor Cooper's reward for what he has been doing 
and writing against his Country, will be the American 
Bishoprick, which is certainly to be established as soon as 
you are subdued. Parson vardell is here, the agent for 
this business, I am told, and if so, po doubt expects a 
deanery to be added to his present appointments. Your 
persecutions will be complete, when the religious is added 
to the military. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

The Committee met, by adjournment, Friday, 5th May, 
1775. Present.: 

Philip Livingston, William Gofortli, Jacobus Van Zandt, 

Isaac Low, William Denning, Gorardus Duyckinck, 

John Alsop, Isaac Roosevelt, Peter Goalet, 

John Jay, Jacob Van Voorhies, Thomas Marston, 

P. V. B. Livingston, Jeremiah Piatt, Jacobus Lefferts, 

Alex. McDougall, Comfort Sands, Richard Sharpe, 

Leonard Lispenard, Robert Benson, Abram. Brinkerhoff, 

William Walton, William W. Gilbert, Benjamin Helme, 

John Broome, John Borrian, Walter Franklin, 

Joseph Hallett, Gabriel W, Ludlqw, David Beekman, 

Gabriel H. Ludlow, Nicholas Roosevelt, William Seaton, 

Nicholas Hoffman, Edward Fleming, Evert Banker, 

Abraham Walton, John De Lancey, Robert Ray, 

Henry Remsen, Frederick Jay, Nicholas IJogart, 

Peter T. Curtenius, William W. Ludlow, William Laight, 

Abraham Brasher, John B. Moore, Samuel Broome, 

Abraham P. Lott, Lancaster Burling, John Lamb, 

Joseph Bull, John Lasher, Daniel Phenix, 

Francis Lewis, George Janeway, Anthony Van Dam, 

Joseph Totten, Richard Yates, Daniel Dunscomb, 

Thomas Ivers, Thomas Smith, John Imlay, 

Hercules Mulligan, Augustus Van Home, Oliver Tompleton, 

John Anthony, Eleazer Miller, Lewis Pintard, 

Francis Basset, Benjamin Kissam, Cornelius P. Low, 

Victor Bicker, John M. Scott, Thomas Buchannan, 

John White, Cornelius Clopper, Petrus Byvanck. 

Theophilus Anthony, John Reade, 

Mr. McDougall, from the Committee of Correspond- 
ence and Intelligence, reported a draft of a Circular Letter 
to the different Colonies, which being read and approved of, 

Ordered, That copies be engrossed and forwarded ac- 
cordingly by the Committee of Correspondence, 

A Letter, dated Richmond County, 2d May, 1775, from 
Paul Micheau and others, advising of their having appoint- 
ed Deputies to attend the Provincial Congress, received 
and read. 

Ordered, That Mr. Duyckinck and Mr. Denning be a 
Sub-Committee to attend the sales of a parcel of Cutlery, 
the property of Henry Johns, imported in December last. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Seaton, Mr. Duyc- 
kinck, and Mr. G. W. Ludlow, be a Committee to wait on 
every gentleman chosen to represent this City and County 
in Provincial Congress, and to request their strict attend- 
ance at the time appointed ; and if any of them should 
decline to accept and execute that trust, to make report 



thereof. to this Committee ; and that they also wait on those 
gentlemen who have been chosen of this Committee and 
have not attended, to request their attendance ; and if any 
of them should decline, to make report also of their names 
to this Committee. 

Mr. McDougall, from the Committee of Correspondence, 
reported a draft of an answer to the address of Captain 
Samuel Broome and his Company ; which being approved 
of, 

Ordered, That the same be engrossed, signed by the 
Chairman, and presented to Captain Broome. 

A Letter, dated Annapolis, May 1, 1775, from Mattheiv 
Tilghman, enclosing a Resolution of their Provincial Con- 
vention, suspending all Exportation to Quebeck, Newfound- 
land, Nova-Scotia, he, received and read. 

Mr. Kissam, from the Committee of Correspondence, 
reported and read the draft of a Letter to the Lord Mayor 
and Corporation of London, which being approved of, 

Ordered, That copies be engrossed, signed, and for- 
warded. 

A Letter, dated Albany, 3d May, 1775, from the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence, received and read. 

Ordered, That as Messrs. Adams and Hancock are 
daily expected in this City, the Committee of Correspond- 
ence and Intelligence wait on them, and request a private 
conference on the subject-matter of the above letter. 

Mr. Berrian, seconded by Mr. Jay, moved that the 
tenth rule of this Committee.be amended : that instead of 
every proceeding or debate of this Committee being kept 
secret, every thing may be divulged except such particu- 
lar matters as shall be enjoined from the Chair to be kept 
private. 

Which being unanimously agreed to, 

Ordered, That the said amendment be accordingly 
made. 

The Committee adjourned to Monday, 8th instant. 

CIRCULAR LETTER FltOM THE NE W-YORK COM JIITTEE 10 
~ THE SEVF.RAL COLONIES. 

New-York, May 5, 1775. 

Gentlemen: At a time when the most vigorous exer- 
tions are most absolutely necessary for the defence of Ame- 
rican liberty against the depredations of ministerial power ; 
and the blood of our brethren in the Massachusetts has been 
actually shed for daring to maintain the rights of English- 
men; the inhabitants of this City and County have, in the, 
most explicit manner, as you may perceive by the enclosed 
Association, resolved to stand and fall with the freedom of 
the Continent. 

We are confident that our constituents are sincere in the 
Strong assurances they have given us, that while we con- 
tinue in office, they will be guided by our advice and direc- 
tion. We have thought it necessary to advise the with- 
holding supplies from the British Fisheries on the Ameri- 
can Coasts, and to cease all exports to those Colonies which 
at this alarming juncture refuse to unite in the common 
cause. The expediency of this measure is too evident to 
need elucidation, and will doubtless procure us many hearty 
advocates in Britain for the redress of our grievances. 
Besides which, we have resolved to withhold all provisions 
and necessaries from the Army and Navy at Boston. 

Our late Committee of Observation thought proper to 
recommend the appointment of a Provincial Congress ; in 
consequence of which our constituents have chosen twenty- 
one Deputies to meet at this City, on the 22d instant, 
those who may be appointed for that purpose in the other 
Counties of this Colony. For your further satisfaction on 
these matters, we beg leave to refer you to the enclosed 
papers, to require you to communicate the substance of 
this information to your next neighbours, and to assure you 
that in our department we will watch incessantly for the 
publick safety. By order of the Committee: 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient and humble ser- 
vant, Henry Remsen, Deputy Chairman. 

TO THE LORB MAYOR AND CORPORATION OP I0NDOS". f 
Committee Chamber, New-York, May 5, 1775. 

My Lord and Gentlemen : Distinguished as you are 
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by your noble exertions in the cause of liberty, and deeply 
interested in the expiring commerce of the Empire, you 
necessarily command the most respectful attention. The 
General Committee of Association for the City and County 
of New-York beg leave, therefore, to address you, and the 
capital of the British Empire, through its Magistrates, on 
the subject of American wrongs. Born to the bright inherit- 
ance of English freedom, the inhabitants of this .extensive 
Continent can never submit to the ignominious yoke, nor 
move in the galling fetters of slavery : the disposal of their 
own property with perfect spontaneity, and in a manner 
wholly divested of every appearance of constraint, is their 
indefeasible birthright. This exalted blessing they are 
resolutely determined to defend with their blood, and trans- 
fer it uncontaminated to their posterity. 

You will not then wonder at their early jealousy of the 
design to erect in this land of liberty a despotism scarcely 
to be paralleled in the pages of antiquity, or the volumes 
of modern times; a despotism consisting in power assumed 
by the Representatives of a part of His Majesty's sub- 
jects, at their sovereign will and pleasure to strip the rest 
of their property. And what are the engines of Adminis- 
tration to execute this destructive project ? The duty on 
tea; oppressive restraints on the commerce of the Colo- 
nies ; the blockade of the Port of Boston; the change of 
internal police in the Massachusetts and Quebeck ; the 
establishment of Popery in the latter, the extension of its 
bounds ; the ruin of our Indian commerce by regulations 
calculated to aggrandize that arbitrary Government; uncon- 
stitutional admiralty jurisdictions throughout the Colonies ; 
the invasion of our right to a trial in the most capital cases 
by a jury of the vicinage ; the horrid contrivance to screen 
from punishment the bloody executioners of ministerial 
vengeance ; and, not to mention the rest of the black cata- 
logue of our grievances, the hostile operations of an Army, 
who have already shed the blood of our countrymen. The 
struggles excited by the detestable Stamp Act have so 
lately demonstrated to the world that the Americans will 
not be slaves, that we stand astonished at the gross impolicy 
of the Minister. Recent experience has evinced that the 
possessors of this extensive Continent would never submit 
to a tax by pretext of legislative authority in Britain; 
disguise, therefore, became the expedient; in pursuit of the 
same end, Parliament declared their absolute supremacy 
over the Colonies, and have already endeavoured to exer- 
cise that supremacy in attempting to raise a revenue under 
the specious pretence of providing for their good Govern- 
ment and defence. Administration, to exhibit a degree of 
moderation, purely ostensible and delusory, while they 
withdrew their hands from our most necessary articles of 
importation, determined, with an eager grasp, to hold the 
duty on tea as a badge of their taxative power. Zealous 
on our part for an indissoluble union with the Parent State, 
studious to promote the glory and happiness of the Empire, 
and impressed with a just sense of the necessity of a con- 
trolling authority, to regulate and harmonize the discordant 
commercial interests of its various parts, we cheerfully 
submit to a' regulation of commerce by the Legislature of 
the Parent State, excluding in its nature every idea of tax- 
ation. 

Whither, therefore, the present machinations of arbitrary 
power infallibly tend, you may easily judge; if unremit- 
tedly pursued, as they were inhumanly devised, they will, 
by a fatal necessity, terminate in a total dissolution of the 
Empire. The subjects of this Country will not, we trust, 
be deceived by any measures conciliatory in appearance, 
while It is evident that the Minister aims at a solid revenue 
to be raised by grievous and oppressive Acts of Parlia- 
ment, and by fleets and armies employed to enforce their 
execution. They never will, we believe, submit to an auc- 
tion in the Colonies, for the more effectual augmentation of 
the revenue, by holding it up as a temptation to them, that 
the highest bidders shall enjoy the greatest share of govern- 
mental favour. This plan, as it would tend to sow the 
seeds of discord, would be far more dangerous than hostile 
force, in which we hope the King's Troops will ever be, as 
they have already been, unsuccessful. Instead of those 
unusual, extraordinary, and unconstitutional modes of pro- 
curing levies from the subject, should His Majesty gra- 
ciously be pleased upon suitable emergencies, to make 



requisitions in ancient form, the Colonies have expressed 
their willingness to contribute to the support of the Em- 
pire ; but to contribute of their voluntary gift as English- 
men. And when our unexampled grievances are redressed, 
our Prince will find his American subjects testifying on all 
proper occasions, by as ample aids as their circumstances 
will permit, the most unshaken fidelity to their Sovereign, 
and inviolable attachment to the welfare of his realm and 
Dominions. 

Permit us further to assure you, that America, is grown 
so irritable by oppression, that the least shock in any part 
is, by the most powerful and sympatbetick affection, instan- 
taneously felt through the whole Continent ; that Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland , and New-York, have already stopped their 
exports to the Fishing Islands, and those Colonies which 
at this dangerous juncture have refused to unite with their 
brethren in the common cause, and all supplies to the 
Navy and Army at Boston; and that probably the day is 
at hand when our Continental Congress will totally shut 
up our Ports. The minions of power here may now inform 
Administration, if they can ever speak the language of 
truth, that this City is as one man in the cause of liberty ; 
that to this end our inhabitants are almost unanimously 
bound by the enclosed Association ; that it is continually 
advancing to perfection by additional subscriptions ; that 
they are resolutely bent on supporting their Committee, 
and the intended Provincial and Continental Congresses ; 
that there is not the least doubt of thejjfficacy of their 
example in the other Counties ; in short, that while the 
whole Continent are ardently wishing for peace on such 
terms as can be acceded to by Englishmen, they are inde- 
fatigable in preparing for the last appeal. That such are the 
language and conduct of our fellow-citizens, will be further 
manifested by a representation of the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nour and Council, of the first instant, to General Gage, at 
Boston, and to His Majesty's Ministers, by the packet. 

Assure yourselves, my lord and gentlemen, that we speak 
the real sentiments of the confederated Colonies on the 
Continent, from Nova-Scotia to Georgia, when we declare, 
that all the horrours of civil war will never compel Ame- 
rica to submit to taxation by authority of Parliament. 

A sincere regard to the publick weal and the cause of 
humanity, a hearty desire to spare the further effusion of 
human blood, our loyalty to our Prince, and the love we 
bear to all our fellow-subjects in His Majesty's Realm and 
Dominions, and a full conviction of the warmest attach- 
ment in the capital of the Empire to the cause of justice 
and liberty, have induced us to address you on this momen- 
tous subject, confident that the same cogent motives will 
induce the most vigorous exertions of the City of London 
to restore union, mutual confidence, and peace to the 
whole Empire. 

We have the honour to be, my lord and gentlemen, 
your most obedient, and affectionate fellow-subjects, 



Isaac Low, Chairman, 
John Jay, 
Francis Lewis, 
John Alsop, 
Philip Livingston, 
James Duano, 
Gerardus Duyckinck, 
William Seaton, 
AVm. W. Ludlow, 
Cornelius Clopper, 
Abrm. Brinkerhoff, 
Henry Remsen, 
Robert Ray, 
Evert Banker, 
Joseph Tolten, 
Abraham P. Lott, 
David Bsekman, 
Isaac Roosevelt, 
Gabriel H. Ludlow, 
William Walton, 
Daniel Phonix, 
Frederick Jay, 
Samuel Broomo, 
John De La n coy, 
Alex. MeDougall, 
John Reado, 
Joseph Bull, 
George Janewuy, 
John White, 
Gabriel W. Ludlow, 



John Lasher, 
Theophilus Anthony, 
Thomas Smith, 
Richard Yates, 
Oliver Tcmpleton, 
Jacobus Van Zandt, 
Jeremiah Piatt, 
Peter T. Curtenius, 
Thomas Randall, 
Lancaster Burling, 
Benjamin Kissam, 
Jacobus Lefforts, 
Anthony Van Dam, 
Abraham Walton, 
Hamilton Young, 
Augustus Van Home, 
Abraham Duryee, 
Samuel Verplanck, 
Rudolphus Ritzma, 
John Morton, 
Joseph Hallelt, 
Robert Benson, 
Abraham Brasher, 
Leonard Lispenard, 
Thomas Marston, 
Nicholas Hoffman, 
P. V. B. Livingston, 
.Lewis Pintard, 
John Tmlay, 
Eleazer Miller, Jun., 



John Broomo, 
John B. Moore, 
Nicholas Bogart, 
John Anthony, 
Victor Bicker, 
William Goforth, 
Hercules Mulligan, 
Nicholas Roosevelt, 
Cornelius P. Low, 
Francis Bassett, 
James Beekman, 
Thomas Ivers, 
William Denning, 
John Berrian, 
Benjamin Helmo, 
William W. Gilbert, 
Daniel Dunscomb, 
John Lamb, 
Richard Sharp, 
John Morin Scott, 
Jacob Van Voorhies, 
Comfort Sands, 
Edward Fleming, 
Peter Goelet, 
Gerret Ketletas, - 
Thomas Buchannan, 
J. Desbrossos, Jun., 
Petrus Byvanck, 
Lawrence Embree. 



To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, the Alder- 
men, and Common Council of the City of London. 
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MEMBERS OF THEjHgW-YQRK ASSEMBLY to GENERAL GAGE. 
'...;.._. ^| ; ',_:..'" ;' New-York, May S, : 1115.''" 

Sir: In the recess of the General. Assembly we, who 
are members of it, cannot avoid addressing your Excellency' 
on a subject of the utmost importance. - 

We have long seen, with the greatest anxiety; the pro- 
gress of the unhappy contest between Qreat Britain and 
the Colonies ; and as we have ardently wished for a cordial 
reconciliation, so we have, to the utmost of our power, en- 
deavoured to pursue, the means of attaining so desirable, an 
end. While we "were looking up to this object, encouraged 
to hope for the attainment of it by the assurances we had 
that a spirit of reconciliation was prevailing in the Mother 
Country, we were extremely alarmed at the late melan- 
choly transactions" in the Province of Massachusetts-Bay, 
ending in actual bloodshed. The immediate effect occa- 
sioned: by the intelligence of such important events, was a 
general agitation in the minds of the people here^ which 
has since subsided into '.a fixed, confirmed resolution, to 
withhold all supplies and succours from the Troops under 
your Excellency's command, while they are at the same 
time associating and arriving to put themselves in a .state of 
defence. ._""."'"" . = -.,.. . •, 

Alarmed as we are by the ruinous consequences 'which . 
must inevitably follow the prosecution of hostile measures, 
and anxiously affected with the calamities of a*n unnatural 
civil war, we are induced most earnestly to entreat your 
Excellency, in behalf of the Colonies, (which, however 
tenacious of their rights and liberties, and jealous of every 
infringement of the.m, can be exceeded in loyalty and 
affection for our most gracious Sovereign by none of his 
subjects,) that your Excellency will, as far as may be con- 
sistent with your duty, immediately order a cessation of 
further hostilities, until If is Majesty can be apprised of the 
situation of the American Colonies. From such a request 
we entertain ;.the most favourable expectations, when we 
reflect on the humanity and clemency which distinguish 
your Excellency's character," and which must render a 
conflict between Britons and Americans a subject of the 
most disagreeable nature to you. While we consider the 
state of mind which prevails among the people here, we 
cannot but mention their apprehensions at the report of the 
destination of .some Troops for this 'place; should this 
really be the case, we must express our wish that it might 
also be consistent with your Excellency's duty, that no 
military force might land or be stationed in this. Province,. 
It behooves us to acquaint your Excellency that two of. 
the members of His Majesty's Council of this Province 
haW this day sailed in the Packet for England; and we 
flatter ourselves that the indulgent Father of his People 
will be moved by the distressed situation of his American 
subjects, and that he will permit a negotiation .to take 
place, which. may pre vent the further effusion' of blood, 
and open '& door for a lasting- accommodation of present 
disputes. We are your. Excellency's most obedient hum- 
ble servants, 

John Crugeh, 

Fred. Philips, 

Jacob Walton, 

Daniel Kissam, 

P. Van Cortlandt, 

SlMON BoERUM, 

. „ John Coe, 



direction. We" are, gentlemen, your humble servants, the 
Selectmen of Worcester. Per order : ; 

" * '-.-' Joshua Bigelow, . 

To the Honourable President of the Provincial Congress, 
and the Honourable Members thereof, now assembled 
at Watertojm. " '." -.■■.,> ■' r- ■''■'. ■ 



Petition' to 'the Massachusetts congress'... 
Ah address to the Provincial Congress, of "an/' gentleman 
that is a Storekeeper for the Congress, from us, the out- 
skirts of the settlements on" Sheepscot River and Deer's 
River, (without the limits of any Town,), under the 
command of Charles Glidden, Senior.. 
Gentlemen: It is our humble petition to you to sup- 
ply us, your petitioners, with, powder and ball, or lead, In 
order to be ready furnished to attend any alarm or call to 
assist in vindication of our American cause; and entreatihg 
your compliance with and fulfilment of this our address, 
will .encourage our hearts, and faiseup our spirits to a high- 
er pitch of courage, and shall ever subscribe ourselves your 
obliged friends, and ready to serve. 

Charles Glidden, John Byenton, 

Nathan Deasell, - John Decker, 

Meires Carr, " Timothy Ferrin, 

Jeremiah Brand, 

Obadiah North, 

Benjamin Kenney, 

Charles Glidden, Jr., 

Michael Glidden, 

Ebenezer Grover, 

Thomas. Grover, 

Stephen Grover, 

Benjamin Dow, 

.Samuel" Ball, 

John Ball, 



John Phillbrick, 
Benj amin Stickhey, 
Ephraim Brown, 

; Mason Wottles, 

. James Reies, - 
William Byenton, 
Ezekiel Stearns, 
James Murphy, 
Jacob Rowell, 
Thos. Cunningham, 
James Shepard, 



Timothy Ferrin, 
Joseph Rpdgors, 
William Carr, '" 
Samuel Parum, 
Ebenpzer Phillbrick, 
Jeremiah Brand," 
Moses Cope, ' 
Jonathan Heath, 
David Hutchins, 
Oliver Peselen, 
Ezekiel Peselen, 
Isaac Heath, 
Andrejv CHidden, 



James Jaunceyj 
Zeb. Williams, * 
Benj, Seaman, 
John Rapalje, 
Samuel Gale* -- _ 
Christoph, Billopp, 
Samuel Wells. 



To his Excellency General Qage. 



selectmen of worcester'to the Massachusetts 
congress, ; ' 

[Worcester, May 5, 1775.] 

The Selectmen of Worcester humbly pray that you 
-would let them know what establishment you have made 
for a Post, or Post-riders from Worcester to the Army, 
&C, that they may conduct themselves agreeable to your 
orders and the publick weal. 

We also beg your direction what regard" we shall pay to 
Governour Gage's precept for calling a General Assembly, 
to he held, in Boston, on the 3lst day of May next. We 
think a similarity of conduct of every Town in the Prov- 
ince best, and know not how to obtain it but by your 

' ^Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE HON. ENOCH FREEMAN, 
ESQ., TO THE MAS'SACHUSETT'S CONGRESS. , ' 
• _' * ■'■■"- Falmouth, May 5, 1775. 

We have lately heard thg't the Penobscot Indians are." 
highly exasperated at Captain Goldthwaite, for .suffering 
the Tender to dismantle the Fort there, and carry off the 
powder; that the truck trad,e is stopped, as' we are inform- 
ed"; and. that there was a number of mep round about there 
going to take Goldthwaite, for delivering up the Fort^into 
their custody, but what they intend to do with him. I don't 
hear. Perhaps it would he prudent for the Congress to 
send down there and secure the Indians in our interest, by 
keeping the truck trade open, supplying them powder, or 
'any other method in their wisdom, upon mature considera- 
tion, they may think best. A hint on this head is enough. 
' '- The Selectmen of .this Town have this moment agreed 
with, one. Mr, Jabez Mpttheios and one David Dinsmore', 
of New-Gloucester, to go over, to Quebeck, to make dis- 
covery whether any Canadians are in motion to come on 
our back settlements, or to excite the Indians, to do it; 
and I have wrote to Mr. Remington Molby, of Vassalbo- 
rough, to procure one or' two to. go" with theft) as hunters. 
And tjiey are charged to be cautious not to let the Cana-' 
, dians have reason so. much as to suspect their, business ; 
and they will depend op your endeavouring to get the '. 
•Congress to order them adequate satisfaction out of the 
public.k fund, If they discover any evil designs, we. shall 
•be glad to know it, that we may prepare accordingly for \. 
our defense. : If they find there is no design upon us, it 
will be a great satisfaction to this eastern country. 

I could write a good deal in favour of sending such an 
embassy, but as my time is almost wholly taken up on pub- 
lick matters, I have little time to spare. 

PETITION OF TIM6.THT LANGDON TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 
CONGRESS. 

Georgetown, May 5, 1775. 
To the Honourable the President of the Provincial Con- 
gress,^ the Petition of Timothy Langpon humbly 
showith : , ' . - 

That upon the second day of May instapt, a Committee 
of Safety for ten Towns in the "County of Lincoln, met at ' 
Pownalsborough, and, amongst qther matters, took under 
consideration the expediency of removing the King's masts, 
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being now in the dock in Georgetoivn; when it wasunani- 
mously voted that it was inexpedient to remove them. 

That on the fourtlfday of May instant, a nie'eting of the 
Committees of Inspection for a number of Towns in the 
County of Lincoln, was held in Georgetown, and after 
duly considering of all matters respecting the King's masts, 
were .of opinion that all persons be forbid to work upon 
' said, masts, of aid' in any manner in fitting them for the 
King's use'. -. ; .'...,.;. 
V That Edward Parry, Esquire, who had procured those 
masts more than a year since, had promised, the Commit- 
tee that nd person should ship those masts for him, but 
there they should remain in the dock in Georgetown." The 
Committees of Inspection were then of opinion, that it wUs 
inexpedient to remote the masts from the Dock. 

That while the Committees of Inspection were met, 
* Colonel Samuel Thompson, of Brunswick, .in the County 
of Cumberland,' appeared with twenty armed men, and 
when.he Had heard of the result q( the Committees, he 
.seized upon the. body, of Edward Parry, Esquire, and 
kept him in custody till he gave bonds in two thousand 
Pounds to" taffy in this Town till the pleasure of Congress 
shall be known .respecting 1 him, and also obliged the said 
Edw'atd to pay for the victuals and drink of him. the said 
Thompson and his men, amounting to the sum of forty-two 
Shillings, lawful money. 

That the said Edward Parry has ever behaved himself 
as a peaceable member of society, and he declared to thg " 
Committees, that had he known, there was any order, 
of Congress respecting the masts, he would not have con- 
cerned himself with them.' Wherefore, your petitioner,. at 
the request of, and as Clerk to the Committee of Irjspec- 
. tion, humbly prays the honourable Congress that they 
would take the matters, of fact above stated under consid- 
eration, arid that orders be sent to Messrs. Dummer ,Sewall 
and Jordan Parker, the bondmen for said Parry, that he 
the* said. Parry may be released from his confinement, and 
they the said Dummer arid Jordan released from their , 
bonds; and your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever 
pray, he. \ . Tim. Langdon. 

JAMES GQWEN A"ND OTHERS TO GENERAL WARD, 

; Kittory, May 5, 1775. " 

Sir: Captain Johnson Moulton, the bearer hereof, who 
has been a number of years in the service of this Province 
the last war, and performed to general satisfaction of all 
parties, arid it appearing by the disposition of our rrfen, who 
are acquainted with him in the service, that lie "will be the 
most likely to raise a regiment of good effective men, there- 
fore do recommend him to your Honour (if you think pro- 
■ per) for a Colonel's comtnissiori. 

And are your Honour's assured friends, and humble ser- 
vants, * : - • ■: " ( " James Gowen, 

Benj. Chadbourn, 
'. ."•■.•■' Nathan Lord, Jdn. 

N. B. There, is a' considerable number of good men 
. .enlisted already, with a view of said Moulton' 's being their 

Colonel. - .-„ -"',,■' " - ' , '-'■• 

The Hon. Artemixs .fVard, Esquire.. 



PROCLAMATION BY LORD DtlNMORET. . . 

By His Excellency the Right Honourable John Earl of 
Dunmore, His Majesty's Lieutenant and G.overnour 
General of the Colony and Dominion of Virginia, and 
Vice- Admiral of the same. ~ - 

■■._■■ A Proclamation, , 

Virginia, to wit: -. •'''.. 

Whereas I have been informed, from undoubted au- 
thority, that "a certain Patrick Henry, of the County pf 
Hanover, and a number of deluded followers, have taken 
up arms, chosen their Officers, and, styling themselves an 
Independent Company, have marched out of their County, 
encamped, and put themselves in a posture of war, and 
have written and despatched letters to divers parts of the 
Country, exciting th.e people to join in these outrageous 
and rebellious practices, to the great terrotir of all His Ma- 
jesty's faithful subjects, and in open defiance of law and 
Government; and have committed other acts of violence, 
particularly in extorting from His Majesty's Receiver 
General'the sum of Three Hundred .and Thirty Pounds, 
under pretence of replacing the Powder I thought proper 
to order. from the Magazine ; whence it undeniably appears 
that there is no longer the least security for the life or pro- 
perty of any man: Wherefore, I Yave thought proper, 
with the advice of His Majesty's Council, and in His 
Majesty's name, to issue this my Proclamation, strictly 
tharging all persons, upon their allegiance, not to aid, abet, 
or give countenance to the said Patrick Henry, or" any 
other persons. concerned in such .unwarrantable combina- 
tions, but on the contrary to oppose them and their designs 
by every means; which designs must, otherwise, inevitably 
involve the; whple Country in the most direful calamity, as 
they will call for the vengeanceof offended majesty and 
the. insulted laws to be exerted here, to vindicate the con- 
stitutional authority of GoverrJmeiit. .»..;.. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the Colony, at 
William sburgh, this ,6th day of May, 1775, and in the 



fifteenth year of Hi3 Majesty's reign. 

• God save the King. 



Dunmore. 



THOMAS CHASE TO THE COMMITTEE. Of SAFETY. 

' ' ■■;,-■ ,"' ,- ,. Roxbury Canip, May 5, 1775. ' 

Gentlemen : General Thomas desires you would send 
a Committee to examine the trunks of Thomas Hutchinson, 
as they have sent for them, and the General has. directions 
from you not to permit them to gq to Boston till your 
Committee had examined them. I am, in. behalf of his 
Excellency the General, your most obedient servant, 

. Thos. Chaser Major Brig. 
■ To the Honourable the Committee of Safety, 



-extract of a' Letter From Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 

• dated may 6, 1775. ' "* 

. Yesterday the^ County Committee met from/nineteen 
Townships, on the short notice they had. About, three 
thousand men have already associated. The .arras return- 
ed amount to about fifteen hundred. The Committee have 
voted five hundred effective men, besides commissioned 
officers, to be immediately drafted, taken info pay, armed 
and disciplined, to march on the first emergency; tp be 
paid and supported as long as necessary, by a tax on all 
estates, real and personal, in the County ; the returns to 
be p taken by the Township Committees, and the tax laid 
by the Commissioners and Assessors ; .the pay of the offi- 
cers and irjen nearly as usual in furies pas.t. This morning 
we meet again at eight o'clock: .among other subjects of 
inquiry this day, the mode of drafting, or' taking into pay, 
arming, and victualing immediately the men, and the choice 
of field and other officers, will, among other jmportant mat- 
ters, be the subject of deliberation. . The strength or spirit 
of this County perhaps may appear stnall, if judged, of. by 
the number, of men . proposed ; but when it is considered 
that we are ready to raise fifteen hundred or two thousand, 
should we have support from the Province ; and that inde- 
pendent, and in uncertain expectation of such support, we 
have voluntarily drawn upon this County a debt of about 
Twenty-Seven Thousand Pounds per annum, I hope we 
shall not appear contemptible. We make great improve- 
ment in military discipline ; if is yet' uncertain who may go. 



COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL THOMAS. 

: Boston, May 6, 1775. 
Sir: This Committee are of opinion, that it is the 
order of the Provincial Congress that the effects of all per- 
sons whatsoever should be permitted to go into Boston 
without search or detention, and therefore the trunks of 
Governpur Jiutchinson are not to be detained or injured. 
We are, kc. 



, . , , . No W.York, May 6, 1775. " 

Many printed copies of a letter to the regular soldiers of 
.Great Britain, now on servicie in America, were, on the 
4th instant, distributed among the soldiers in the barracks 
'in this City. The purport of this letter was to prove that 
soldiers of(xreq( Britain could not legally be sent to Ame- 
rica, without the consent of the Legislature of the Colony 
where they were .sent ; that iii the Colonies soldiers were 
not subject to the military laws of England, nor could jje" 



Jfc, 



Mfefafkii 



■ili«njfcl 



kiuUMtwi^a 




HlhW- -.-r^-— Jh^Jj^JflllM 



517 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, MAY, 1775. 



518 



punished or held by them ; but that any officer who should 
presume to inflict any pains or penalties on, or to detain a 
soldier in America, on authority of a law of England not 
adopted by the Legislature in America, would himself be 
liable to severe punishments, and might be prosecuted by 
any soldier he should so punish or detain. 

The next day, after the roll was called, (which was an 
hour before the usual time,) the men were ordered to march 
and form a circle ; after which, 'Captain . , . . made the 
following elegant oration : 

" Soldiers, I make no doubt but you saw and have read 
the printed handbills which were thrown over our gates the 
last evening; those that have not, I particularly desire they 
will ; they will see. the licentiousness of the people, and 
the intention of that paper. I say it is with a design of 
endeavouring to draw you from your duty, degrading the 
Regiment ; and what is worse, persuading you to destroy 
your sOuls and bodies^ Look on your lappels, and I think 
I am certain it will put you in remembrance never to be 
guilty of either. You may depend that these disputes will 
be soon settled, in such a manner, and upon such terms, 
that all the deserters must be given up, and you may be 
certain that they will be hanged like so many dogs. These 
very rebels who decoy you, will be the first to deceive 
for their own purposes 1 .. I forgot to mention to you a cir- 
cumstance which Captain .... wrote to me ii) this let- 
ter, (showing it ;) and for your, satisfaction I will read the 
paragraph, to show you what you are to expect, if you are 
taken by any of those rebels and barbarians : ' Three com- 
panies of Light-Infantry were posted at a bridge, but after 
a Vigorous defence were dislodged by so great a number of 
. inhabitants or rebels, (I cannot say which,) corning upon 
them ; they left behind them one killed and three wound- 
ed. Three scoundrels were so barbarous, that nothing but 
savages could have equalled k ; two of these wounded men 
weTe scalped ; besides this, one of them had his ears cut 
offj and eyes picked o.ut, Such unheard-of barbarity could 
never be performed before by any civilized Nation.' " " 

So, my brother soldiers of the Eighteenth Regiment, con- 
gratulate me on my happy escape ; I could not bear such 
confinement ; I was never used to it before, though I 
have been a so.ldier near, twenty years. I am now in good 
pay', where you may be soon, if you will follow my exam- 
ple; make haste, and come all to me, and you shall be 
taken good, care of. -.. .■ A Deserter. 

New-York, Tuesday, May D, 1775. 

Saturday evening last, the 6th instant, arrived here from 
the eastward, on their way to the Continental Congress at 
Philadelphia, the Honourable John Hancock, Thomas 
Cashing, Sajnuel Adams, John Adams ^ and Robert Treat 
Paine, Esquires, Delegates for the Province of Massachu- 
setts-Bay ; and the Honourable Eliphalet Dyer, Roger 
Sherman," and Silas Deane, Esquires, Delegates for ihe 
Colony of Connecticut- They were met a few miles, out 
of Town by a great number of the principal gentlemen of the 
place, in carriages and on horseback, and escorted into the 
City by near a thousand men under arms. The roads 
were lined with greater numbers of people than were ever 
known on, any occasion before. , Their arrival was an- 
nounced by the ringing of bells, and other demonstrations' 
of joy; They had double Gentries placed at the doors of 
their lodgings. 

On Monday morning, the above gentlemen, with Philip 
Livingston, James Duane, John Alsop, and Francis Lew- 
is, Esquires, Delegates for this City ; Colonel William 
Floyd, for Suffolk, and Simon Boerum, Esq., for King's 
County, in this Province, set out for Philadelphia , attend- 
ed by a great train to the North River ferry, where two or 
three sloops and a number of otner vessels were provided ; 
and it is said about five hundred gentlemen crossed the 
ferry with them, among whom were two hundred of the 
Militia under arms. • 

The Delegates were received at the ferry by a number 
of gentlemen from Newark, in New-Jersey, Captain Al- 
len, at the head of his troop of Horse, and Captain Rut- 
gers, at the head of his company of Grenadiers, (which 
were allowed by the gentlemen present .to be as complete 
companies as they had. seen.) The whole proceeded .to 
Newark, where an entertainment was provided, and a 



number of palriotick toasts were drank. After dinner they 
were escorted to Elizabethtown, and on their way were 
met by the gentlemen and militia of that place. 



Jamaica Plain, Roxbury, May 6, 17*75. 

The following is a copy of a paper found among those 
of the late Josiah Quincy, Esquire, delivered to him^sigii- 
ed by an intimate acquaintance of mine, an eminent mer- 
chant in London. ' William G.ord on ; 

" The Quebeck Bill recalls to my mind some considera- , 
tions, which lead me to think that it is fraught with infi. 
nitely more'mischief to Britain and America, than most 
of its opposers are aware of; and that the planners and 
promoters of this Bill will, in the' end, be found to have 
advanced the interest of France to the destruction of that 
of Britain, in a much more eminent degree than has hith- 
erto been done by the very worst. Minister that ever lived. 

" The late Thomas Hollis, Esqufre, well known" in Ame- 
rica on account of his many liberal benefactions, gave the 
following account of himself to a gentleman from whom I 
had it, viz : That the said Thomas Hollis had always the 
worst opinion of Lord Bute's principles ; and believing him 
to have no attachment either to George the, Third, or his - 
family, did, when the last peace, (that is, of Paris,) was 
negotiating; at his own expense, send abroad a gentleman, 
whose sole business it was to watch every motion, and dis- 
cover every secret relating to this peace.. The gentleman 
thus sent by Mr." Hollis so far' succeeded as to discover 
that there were four secret articles ,' and Mr. Hollis enu- 
merated the four following to my friend, and lie to me, very 
soon after the peace, and long before any one of them was 
ever talked of being carried into execution : " "'■''.'' 

"1. That a Popish Bishop was to be fixed by the King 
in Canada. - » ' • ■ , ' . ' 

" 2. That the Popish Religion .was to be established 
there. = '• , 

: ';3. That the bounds of Canada were to be fixed. 

" 4. That Canada, when thus fixed, was to be given _ 
back to the French. ,. , ..,.-". 

" Now, Sir; when this account was first related to me; as 
it was long before any thing of this kind was" agitated, I 
own I did not believe it possible .that Bute could.be bold, 
enough to make sifch an infamous treaty, and therefore was 
at a loss how to controvert an. authority so good, or to dis- 
pute an evidence which was so circumstantial ; but I own, 
as I have now lived to" see three pf those secret articles ex- 
ecuted, I firmly believe that the fourth will be as strictly 
observed ; and that Canada restored to the French, thus, 
fixed and improved, will enable France to distress our Col-, 
onies,, and in the end give a mortal 'stab {o the trade, the 
liberty, and glory of Britain. When I see either. King, ' 
.Ministers, or People, plan, execute, or acquiesce in mea- 
sures so evidently ruinous to their own true interest, I am 
at a loss, to discover what are the leading principles on 
which such' infatuation is founded. No sagacity can sug- 
gest any adequate motives. ... 

"N. B. When Lord. Bute was at Venice, he attended 
mass constantly in a publick manner." 



COPY OF AN INTERCEPTED LETTER; BATED MONTREAL, 
MAY 6, 1775. . 

Dear Finlay: Since your departure We have had many 
disagreeable things happened here, and news of worse from 
Boston, which have given me great uneasiness on your 

- account, for fear you should fall into their hands, and be 
detained till. matters are settled between them and the Mo- 
ther Country, which desired event, I am afraid, is now far 

"* distant, since hostilities are commenced ; but I hope you 
heard the shocking news in time to take such measures as 
to avoid any danger. 

In the night of the 30th of April,* some malicious and 
mischievous person or persons disfigured the King's bust 

' on the parade, by blacking its face, hanging a chaplet of 
potatoes about its neck, with a wooden cross and a label, 
G-n which jvas wrote, " Le Pape de Canada ou le sot An- 

■ glois," (the Pope of Canada and the fool . of England,) 
with an intent, no doubt, of creating jealousies, animosities, 

* The Quebeck Act took effect in Canada on the first of May, 1775. 
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and disturbances amongst the people.* particularly between 
"the English and Canadians; and I am sorry to tell you 
they have met with great success. 

Early the next morning," when it was . discovered, the 
coirmianding officer sent two Sergeants to clean the bust 
"and take off the chaplet, label, and cross. The new Judges 
and conservators pf the peace were then consulted, but 
they took no immediate measures on the occasion, except 
sending an account of. the transaction to the Governour. 
The military first took up the matter", and blamed the En- 
glish inhabitants, throwing many reflections on them, par- 
ticularly the Committee, who, some amongst them, were 
absolutely charged with the fact, which has occasioned 
great uViensirfess, and I am afraid will be attended with bad 
consequences. The Canadians also point them out as the 
,' authors; so that you may judge a subscription of One Hun- 
dred Pqunds Sterling was entered into by the Merchants, 
&c, at the Coffee-Ho.use, as a reward to any person who 
should discover the offender. The Tnilitary gentlemen also 
subscribed Fifty Guineas for. the same purpose ; and ad- 
vertisements were made out and published by both parties 
the next day, by beat of drum.. In the course of the pub- 
licatibi) two frays happened.. ..Mr. Belestre was standing 
at a corner of a street "with a number of others, when the 
advertisement was read, gnd he observed that whoever did 
}t deserved to.be hanged; upon which young Franks ob- 
served they did not hang people for such trifles, and that 
it .Was nof "worth the trouble, which incensed Belestre, who 
abused Fwnks, and took him by the nose, which Franks 
returned with a blow that knocked him. down, and cut his 
forehead 1 ; somebody then interposed and parted them; 
both parties applied to the Judges, but neither, could get 
satisfaction. Belestre being the aggressor, could not get 
Franks bound over, and he could not Belestre, but for what 
reason I cannot tell. The next day Franks was appre- 
hended and committed to prison, not for the assault, but on 
.Belestre*s, affidavit, for the expressions he made use of 
about the crime, which I mentioned before, and bail was 
refused ; however, the day following the Judge's sent him 
notice, that upon consideration, they had agreed to take 
bail, but he refused to give any, and is now in prison wait- 
ing for an answer fronithe Governour, to a state of the 
case he sent to his father. . 



The other affair happened between JZzekiel Solomons, 
the Jew, and Pallieur ; the latter accused the Jews of 
having disfigured the bust, upon which some words ensued, 
and Solomons knocked him down ; fie has been apprehend- 
ed, and has given bail. 



TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE PROVINCIAL, CONGRESS OF '' 
MASSACHUSETTS. ";■■"." 

Portsmouth, May 6, 1775. 
Sir: We have received intelligence that Mr. Edward 
P_ .arry, of this Town, together with Mr. John Barnard 
apd Mr. Wilson, are now confined in irons in the County 
of Lincoln; for what cause we have not. been able to ex- ■ 
plore. . But from the past conduct of Mr. Parry in this 
Town, we are convinced he never merited such treatment ; 
and that it cannot but meet with the disapprobation of 
your Congress, which have constantly manifested, in. all. 
their proceedings, a contrary temper._ 

We trust that Congress will exert their influence to pro- 
cure the immediate release of that gentleman ; and wish. 
that humanity and candour may distinguish all our noble 
struggles in the cause of liberty. lam your most obedient 
servant. By order of the Committee:.: * ' 

••";- Wm. Whipple. 



TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY AT CAMBRIDGE.' . 
In Goneral Assembly, Providence, May 6, 1775, 
Gentlemen ; Your favour of yesterday we received by 
express this morning. We are now pursuing every method 
in our power to have our men in readiness to take the field. . 
as early as possible ; and you may rest assured that we will 
exert ourselves upon this important occasion; and that the 
Army we have voted to be raised, which is to consist of 
fifteen hundred men, will be supplied with ajl necessary 
stores and ammunition ; and one company is to be furnish- 
ed with six three-pounders. As soon as they are in readi- 
ness we will give you the earliest information thereof, that 
they may be disposed of in such a' manner as will bi'st serve 
our common interest. I am, with great respect, gentlemen, 
your most bumble servant. " By order of the House: 

Metcalf Bowler, Speaker. - 



ASSEMBLY OF NEW.HAMP8HIRE. 
Members of the House of Representatives of the Prov- 
ince of New-Hampshire, at a Session began and held at 
Portsmouth, in said Province, on Thursday, the 4th day 
of May, 1775:". ,.'-.' 

Somersworth..— Honourable John Wentworth, Esquire. 
. Portsmouth.— Mr. Jacob Sheafe, Captain Woodbury 

Langdon, Captain John Langdon. 
Dover. — Otis Baker, Esquire, Captain Caleb Hodg- 

don, Captain Josiah Moulton. 
Hampton. — Mr.. Josiah Moulton, Junior. 
Hampton Falls. — Meshech Wearc, Esquire, John Qid- 

ding, Esquire. 
Exeter. — Colonel Nathaniel Folsom, Esquire. 
New-Ca"stle. — Mr. Henry Prescott. 
RyE.^-Mr. Samuel Jenness. 
Kingstown. — Colonel Josiah Bartlett, Esquire. 
Newington. — Major Richard Downing, Esquire. 
Strath am. — Deacon Stephen Boardman. 
Londonderry. — Colonel Stephen Holland, Esquire.. 
Greenland.— Colonel Clement 'March, Esquire. 
, Durham. — Ebenezer Thompson, Esquire. 
Newmarket.— Colonel Joseph Smith, Esquire. 
Southampton.— Captain. Eliphalet Merrill,- 
Chester. — John Webster, Esquire. 
Plastow and HaMpsteao. — Mr. John Cajef. 
Salem and Pelham, — Mr. Jacob Butler, Junior. 
Hollis. — Colonel John Hale, Esquire. 
Merrimack. — Captain John Chamberlin. 
Nottingham-West and Litchfield.— Wiseman Clag-^ 

get, Esquire. z 

Kensington. — Major Nathaniel Healy, Esquire, 
■ Rochester. — Deacon James Knowles. 
Barrington. — Mr. Joshua Foss. 



Amherst and Bedford.— Mr. Paul Dudley Sargent. 
Winchester. — Colonel Samuel Ashley, Esquire. 
Keene. — Captain Isaac, Wyman, - 

Charlestown.t— Mr. Elijah Grout. 
Plymouth;— Colonel John Fenton, Esquire. 
Oxford. — Israel. More'y, Esquire. 
Lyme: — . , : . : ,, . Greene, .Esquire. 



Thursday, May 4, 1775, A, M. ■ ' 
A number of the elected Members met, and were ad- 
journed by the Deputy Secretary to Friday , the 5th in- 
stant, at eleven of the clock in the forenooon.. 



Friday, May 5, 1775, A, M. 

Met. according to adjournment. 

The Honourable Theodore Atkinson, Jonathan War- 
ner, Peter Gillman, and John Sherburne, Esquires, came 
into the Assembly Chamber and administered the usual 
paths to the Members present, and then returned. 

The Honourable Th.eodore Atkinson, Jonathan Warner, 
Peter Gillman, and John Sherburne, Esquires, came from 
the Council Board with, a message from his Excellency, 
that it was his Excellency's pleasuve that the House pro- 
ceed to the choice of a Speaker, and present him to the 
Chair for approbation. 

The House then proceeded to thechoice of a Speaker, 
and unanimously chose the Honourable John , Wentworth, 
Esquire. : 

Voted, That Jacob Sheafe, Esquire, Captain Woodbury 
Langdon, Otis Baker, and Wiseman Clagget, Esquires, be" 
a Committee to inform his Excellency that the House had 
made choice of the Honourable" John Wentworth, Esquire, 
for their Speaker. _ 
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The Honourable Theodore Atkinson, Jonathan War- 
ner, Peter Gillman, and John Sherburne, Esqujres, came 
from the Board and informed the House that his Excellen- 
cy approved of the Honourable John Wentworth, Esquire, 
as Speaker of the House, and that his Excellency requited 
■ the attendance o? the Speaker and all the Members in the 
Council Chamber, 

The Speaker and House immediately waited on his Ex- 
cellency in the Council Chamber, where his Excellency" 
was pleased to make a Speech to both Houses, after which 
they returned to their.Chamber. 

Voted, That Meshech Weare, Esquire, be Clerk to this 
House, '"_".._..". 

The Honourable Meshech Weare, Esquire, the Clerk 
elect of this House, being absent, 

Voted, That Ebenezer Thompson, Esquire, be Clerk 
pro tempore to this House, who was sworn to the faithful 
discharge of his trust by Wiseman Claggei, Esquire. 

Voted, That the following Rules be observed by this 
House, viz : 

First. That whoever shall, by any misbehaviour in 
speech or .action, justly offend any of the Members of this 
House, shall be admonished, fined, or imprisoned, as the 
House shall see meet. 

Second., That no Member speak twice to any matter 
in debate before the House, until every Me.mber have 
liberty to- speak once to the same matter, if he should see 
cause. ,. t . 

Third. That every Member direct his speech to the 
SpeakeY, and not to .one another; and when any Member 
has a mind to speak to any matter in debate, he. shall stand 
up and ask leave of the Speaker, and not speak without 
his consent, and shall be silent at hjs command ; but if the 
Member speaking thinks such command unseasonable or 
unreasonable, the Speaker shall take a vote of the House 
thereon, to which such Member shall submit on pain of 
forfeiting such sum as the House shall determine. . ! . 

Fourth, That whenever it happens ther.e are as many 
votes on the one side of the question as on the other with- 
out the .Speaker, that then the Speaker make the casting 
vote. " ' " _ * _ * 

Fifth. That if the Speaker be absent, the House may 
choose a Speaker prb tempore, that the business of the 
House may be carried on without delay, 

Sixth. That if any Member, after being qualified and 
entered, shall absent himself at any time without leaYe 
from the House, he shall be liable to be fined at the dis- 
cretion of the House. 

Seventh. That if any Member of this House shall by 
the major part of the House be thought unfit and not quali- 
fied for ^said place, it shall be in the power of the House 
to dismiss such person, giving to the Town or Precinct 
notice to choose another person to fill up such vacancy. 

Eighth. That every Bill to be passed in this House 
be read three times, and that there be two adjournments of 
this House before any Bill be passed into an Act. 

Ninth., That the Speaker and eighteen Members be a 
House to do business. t 

" Tenth. That no vote that is passed in this House shall 
be reconsidered by a less number than was present when it 
passed. 

Voted, That Mr. Speaker, Doctor Gidding, Mr. Clag- 
get, Mr, Langdon, and Colonel-Bart/e^, be' a Committee 
to make a draft. for an Answer to his Excellency's Speech, 
and lay the same before the House as soon as may be. 



. .- Saturday, May 6, 1775, A.M., 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Speake/ communicated to the. House a Letter di- 
rected to hinj and signed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives of New- York, requesting the same to be 
laid before this House, together with a List of Grievances 
and Resolutions of that House in consequence thereof, and 
also a Petition to the King, a Memorial to the House of 
Lords, and a Representation' and Remonstrance to the 
Commons of Great Britain ; all which were read, and ace 
on file. 

Mr. Baker, Mr. Langdon, and Doctor Gidding being 
appointed a Committee yesterday to wait on his Excellen- 



cy and desire he would be pleased to favom; the Hbiree 
with a copy of his Speech to both Houses, was omitted 
to be entered then,'as also that Mr. Warner brought a copy 
of his Excellency's Speech and delivered it to the Speaker, 
as follows.: '.'..'' ' . . "'..''.'. 



Gentlemen of the Council, and of the Assembly : 
- As I cannot doubt but you will exercise your usual dili- 
gence in despatching the ordinary business of the Legisla-: 
ture, it Becomes unnecessary for m? particularly to urge 
your attention to that subject. You may be assured that 
I will give all the facility in my power to every measure 
that may be found conducive to the'publick gOod ; for as 
it heretofore hath been, so shall it constantly remain the 
invariable' object of my warmest wishes and ambition, to 
promote the happiness and prosperity of .His Majesty's 
Government and subjects of. New-Hampshire. 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly : 

It is incumbent on me at this time to recommend to you 
to grant the necessary supply for the support of His Ma- 
jesty's Government for the current year; but I doubt not 
you will cheerfully make proper provision for that purpose. 
The Treasurer's accounts for the year past, 1 shall order 
to be prepared for your inspection. 

We cannot but view with inexpressible concern. the 
alarming pitch to. which the unfortunate dispute between' 
Great Britain and .her Colonies is daily advancing. A 
matter of such a momentous. nature, which fills every hu- 
mane mind with the deepest anxiety and affliction, and 
wherein this Province is unhappily involved, cannot, I pre- 
sume, fail of engaging your most serious attention.' It is. 
therefore my duty, at such a critical and important moment, 
to call, in the most earnest and m'ost solemn manner, upon 
you, gentlemen, who are the only constitutional and. legal 
Representatives of the people, to direct your counsels to 
.such measures as may tend to secure. their peace and safety. 
On the wisdom, candour, and moderation of your de- 
liberations it will greatly depend, to avert the calamities 
that must naturally attend a continuance of this unhappy 
contest; and I trust your conduct will be guided by such 
principles as shall effectually lead to a restoration of the 
publick tranquillity and a perfect re-establishment of an 
affectionate reconciliation with our Mother Country, upon 
a solid, equitable, and permanent foundation. - 

Gentlemen of the Council, and of the Assembly : 

Connected as we are with our Parent State by the 
strongest ties of kindred, religion, duty, and interest, it is. 
highly incumbent upon us, in this time of general disquie- 
tude, to manifest our loyalty and attachment to the best qf 
Sovereigns, and our firm and unshaken regard for the Bri- 
tish Empire; and I have full confidence that those great 
considerations will influence every part of your conduct.' 
You may entirely rely on my most ardent zeal to co-ope- 
rate with you in whatever constitutional means may be 
found necessary to accomplish that most essential object to 
the well-being of this Province — a restoration of our har- 
mony with Great Britain, J. Wentwobth. 

New-Hampshire Council Chamber, ) /.-■.-. 

May 5, 1775, \ 

The Honourable Theodore Atkinson came from the 
Board and. delivered the following written Message from 
his Excellency: 

.Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly :_ 

The Speaker, Mr. Gidding, and Mr. Langdon, three 
of your Members, came. to me last evening as a Committee 
from the House, desiring a. short adjournment. I am 
always disposed to show every indulgent regard in my 
power to the wishes of the House ; but when I consider 
what uneasiness prevails at present among your constitu- 
ents, of which I dare say you are not insensible, and that 
they, must look to your counsels for relief from their fears 
and jealousies, I think it my duty to recommend to you to 
consider the matter, and if you should be of opinion that 
you will better consult the interests of your constituents by 
continuing to sit, I doubt not but your own private con- 
cerns will readily give way to the publick welfare. 

J. Wentworth. 
New-Hampshire Council Chamber, 
May 6, 1775. 
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TJpon reading and considering 1 the aforegoing Message, 
Voted, That the following be -presented to his Excel- 
lency as an Answer thereto : 

.May it please your Excellency: In answer to your 
Message of this day in consequence of a verbal Message 
to your Excellency from the House last evening by the 
Speaker, Mr. Gidding, and Mr. Langdon, requesting a 
short adjournment, we would observe, that we think it not 
only very necessary for our private interest, at this par- 
ticular season of the "year, but especially for the interest 
of the Province in general at this peculiarly alarming crisis, 
that this House should be adjourned to some time early in 
June next, in order that we rnayin the mean time have an 
opportunity of fully consulting our constituents respecting 
the several weighty matters necessary to be considered by 
the House the present session. 

The Deputy Secretary came from the Board and said 
it was his Excellency's pleasure to adjourn the General 



Assembly to Monday, the 12th day of Jw?ie.next, and 
accordingly, in Hjs Majesty's name, adjourned the Gene- 
ral Assembly to that time, and delivered to the Speaker 
the following written Message from his Excellency: 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly : 

In consequence of your representation to me, in answer 
to my Message of this day's date, that it will be expedient 
for you, as well for the accommodation of your own private 
affairs as to give an opportunity of consulting your constitu- 
ents on the matters necessary to be considered by you in the 
present session, that the House should be. adjourned for a 
short time, I have thought fit to adjourn the General As- 
sembly, and it is accordingly adjourned to Monday, the 12th 
day of June next, at ten o'clock in the morning, then to 
meet at the State-House in Portsmouth for the despatch of 
the publick business. J. WentwortH. 

New-Hampshire Council Chamber, ) 
May 6, 1775. \ 



' THOMAS JEFFERSON TO DOCTOR WILLIAM SMALL. 

May 7, 1775. 

Dear Sir : , Within this week we have received the 
unhappy news of an action of considerable magnitude be- 

, tween the King's Troops and our brethren of Boston, in 

: which, it is said, five hundred of the former, with the Earl 
of Percy, are slain. That such an action has occurred is 
undoubted, though perhaps the circumstances may not.have 

''reached us with truth... This accident has cut off our last 
hope of reconciliation, and a phrenzy of revenge seems to 
have seized all ranks of people. It is a lamentable cir- 
cumstance" that the only mediatory power acknowledged 
by both parties, instead of leading to a reconciliation has 
divided people, should pursue the incendiary purpose of still 
blowing up the flames, as we find him constantly doing in 
every speech and publick declaration. This may perhaps 
be intended to intimidate into acquiescence; but the effect 

'■■ has been most unfortunately otherwise. A little knowledge 
of human nature, and attention to its ordinary workings, 
might have foreseen that .the spirits of the people here 
were in a state in which they were more likely to be pro- 
voked than frightened by haughty deportment. And to 
fill up the measure of irritation, a proscription of individuals 
has been substituted in the room of just trial. Can it be 
believed that a grateful people will suffer those to be con- 
signed to execution, whose sole crime has been the develop- 
ing and asserting their rights ? Had the Parliament pos- 
sessed the power of reflection, they would have avoided a 

. measure as impotent as it was inflammatory. Whenlsaw 
Lord Chatham's Bill, I entertained high hope that a recon- 
ciliation could have been brought about. The difference 

; between his terms and those offered by our Congress might 
have been accommodated, if entered on by both parties 
with a disposition to accommodate. But the dignity of Par- 
liament, it seems, can brook no opposition to its power. 
Strange that a set of men who have made sale of their 
virtue to the Minister, should yet talk of retaining dignity! 
But I am getting into politicks," though I sat .down only to 
ask your acceptance of the wine, and express my constant 

' : wishes for your happiness.. Th. Jefferson. 



MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE COMMIT- 
TEE OF .SAFETY, CORRESPONDENCE, AND PROTECTION, 
IN ALBANY. 

In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, ) 
' " May 7, 1775. I 

Sir: We have received your important and very agree- 
able letter of the first of May current, by the worthy Cap- 
tain Ten EycJc. While we lament the effusion of the blood 
of our friends and fellow-countrymen, shed by more than 
brutal cruelty, and urged on by the corrupt administration 
of a. British Minister of State, yet,. amidst all our sorrows. 
on that melancholy occurrence, we rejoice greatly at the 
bright prospect lying before us, in the unanimity of the 
Colonies on this extended Continent! We have the highest 
satisfaction in the assurances from yon, that the City of 
'Albany corltinuesfirm and resolute to co-operate with their 
brethren in New-York, and in the several Colonies on the 
Continent, in their opposition to the Ministerial plan now 



prosecuting against us, and that the City have unanimously 
appointed a Committee of Safety, Protection, and Corres- 
pondence, which we. esteem as a necessary measure to bind 
us all in one indissoluble bond of union in the common 
cause of the American Colonies. Be assured, sir, that we 
shall ever esteem it as our honour and interest to corres- 
pond with you at all times on matters tending to promote 
the common good. Suffer us to say that we have the. 
greatest pleasure in your information that the extensive 
County of Albany will follow your laudable example, and 
the important aid the general cause will receive from our 
sister Colony New- York. The enclosed, you may depend 
upon it, is a well authenticated account of the late engage-' 
merit in this Colony, and supported by a great number of 
affidavits.. Permit us to say that you may rely upon the 
resolution of the people of this Colony to exer$ themselves 
in every possible way, and have long since devoted their 
lives and fortunes in the glorious cause' of liberty and their 
Country, and that they never can give up their stand to 
oppose despotism and tyranny, while they have such full 
assurances from their sister Colopies, that they" are equally 
engaged in the defence of the natural and constitutional 
rights of Americans. The blood of our neighbours, untimely 
poured out, cries aloud to the survivors to defend the Ame- 
rican rights for which they bled and died. We have their 
w ; o'unds fresh in mind ; and while the Colonies are united, 
we have the fullest assurances (linder God) of the salva- 
tion of our Country. 
We are, &c. 



MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO COLONEL 

' JAMES SCAMMON, "■ ' 

In Committee of Safety, CambridgB, ) 
. M ; ay 7, 1775., $ 

We are informed by the Field Officers ,of the First and 
Second Regiments, together with a number of gentlemen 
of note in the County of York, that it would be most 
agreeable that Captain Johnson Moullon should have the 
command of the Regiment to be raised in that County. 
The Committee, taking these matters into their most serious, 
consideration, and the necessity of an Army being formed 
as soon as possible, as the salvation of the Country must 
depend (under God) on our union and exertions; and not- 
withstanding, sir, you have received orders for enlisting a 
Regiment, with a prospect of having the command of the 
same, yet we flatter ourselves that ybu will, when you view 
the importance of completing the Army, the delay that may 
arise in your quarter should you not consent to come under 
Mr. Johnson Moulton, you will cheerfully comply and jest 
satisfied, as we conceive it is. the interest of your Country 
you aim at, and not any emolument or honours that may 
respect you as' an individual. We doubt not, from these 
considerations, you will be actuated by that zeal and ardour 
in the cause of your Country that shall promote its truest 
interest, and that we shall soon" be informed that the Regi- 
ment intended to be raised in the County of York is com- 
pleted to the satisfaction of officers and men. 

Wc are, he. 
To Colonel James Scammon'.~ ' 
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PROCLAMATION BY ADMIRAL GRAVES. 

By Samuel Graves, Esq.., Vice- Admiral of the Blue, 
and Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty's Ships and 
Vessels employed, and to be employed, in the River St. 
Lawrence, &c. 

Whereas I have received information that a vessel is ar- 
rived at Marblehead with a very considerable quantity of 
money on board from a Spanish wreck, which must by all 
means be prevented from falling into the hands of the 
Rebels : You, are therefore hereby required and directed to 
sail in His Majesty's Schooner, under your command, to 
Marblehead, without a moment's delay of time, .and bring 
the vessel into Boston Harbour with the money, or remove 
the money into the Diana without delay, and let the vessel 
follow you hither. . 

Given under my hand on board His Majesty's Ship Pres- 
ton, at Boston, the 7th of May, 1775. 

Samuel. Graves., 

To Lieut. Graves, Commander of His Majesty's Schooner 
Diana. 



By command of the Admiral : 



G. Sefferina. 



' COMMON COUNCIL OF W1LLIAMSBURGH, VIRGINIA. 

At a Court of Common Council for the City of Wil- 
liamsburgh, held the eighth day of May, 1775: 

Whereas it hath been represented to this Hall, that on 
the fourth instant, in the night time, some person or persons 
unknown, had broke into the publick Magazine, and taken 
from thence sundry Fire-Arms belonging to His Majesty : 

We, the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of the 
said City, being desirous to maintain peace, order, and good 
government, do hereby declare our abhorrence of such 
unlawful proceeding, and do require the inhabitants to use 
their utmost endeavours to prevent the like outrage in fu- 
ture, and exhort all persons who may be in possession of any 
of the said Arms,,to return the same immediately, to be re- 
placed in the Magazine. 

And it having been recommended to this meeting, by 
the Governour and Council, to appoint a" guard to protect 
the said Magazine, they are of opinion that they have no 
authority to lay any tax for that purpose, but that if some 
trusty person should be appointed by his Excellency the 
Governour to be keeper thereof, and care taken to strengthen 
it with proper bars, there probably would be a stop put to. 
violences of that nature ; and they do humbly recommend 
to his Excellency Mr. Gabriel Maupin, who lives near the 
Magazine, as a person worthy of that trust. 

Matthew Davenport, Town Clerk. 



SUSSEX COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee for the County of Sus- 
sex, at the Court- House, Monday, 8th of May, 1775 : 

' Present: David Mason, Augustine Claiborne, Michael 
Blow, Henry Gee, John Cargill, William Nicholson, 
William Blunt, Robert Jones, John Peters, John Mason, 
Jr., James Jones, George Rieves, Richard Parker, and 
George Booth, gentlemen. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Committee be given 
to the Rev. Mr. Campbell, for his excellent prayer of this 
morning, prior to the Committee entering upon business. 

This Committee taking into consideration a paragraph 
which appears in the publick newspapers, said to be ex- 
tracted from a letter written to Lord Dartmouth, one of 
His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, by Lord Dun- 
more, Governour of Virginia, on the twenty-fourth day of 
December last : _ ; 

Resolved unanimously, as their opinion, That the said 
extracts (being fraught with calumny, falsehoods, and illibe- 
ral reflections against the good people of this Colony in 
general, who are now, and for some time past have been, 
contending for their dearest rights in the most decent and 
orderly manner) can be no other than a wicked and detest- 
able forgery, or the work of some dirty ministerial syco- 
phant, intending to widen our present unhappy differences 
with the Mother Country, and impress the people of this 
Colony with unfavourable sentiments of a ruler who, they 
are unwilling to believe, would so meanly forfeit that gene- 



ral esteem he had, by a mild and pacifick administration, 
so generally acquired. With this opinion of the said ex- 
tracts, this Committee cannot forbear, however reluctantly, 
to observe, that a late manoeuvre in seizing the powder in 
the publick magazine of this Colony, and privately con- 
veying it away in the night, together with his evasive answer 
to the addresses of the Corporation of the City of Wil- 
liamsburgh, presented to his Lordship upon that occasion, 
but too plainly point out to this Colony that the first Ma- 
gistrate has swerved from the line of conduct which has 
hitherto marked his administration, and impressed this 
Committee with an idea that his private wishes are un- 
favourable to the welfare of this Colony, and the liberties 
of mankind. No other motives, we presume, could have 
actuated him to the commission of an act conceived in 
secrecy and brought forth in darkness ; the design of which 
was evidently to render (at least as far as in his power so 
to do) this Colony defenceless, and lay it open to the at- 
tacks of a savage invasion, or a domestick foe, which a late 
Proclamation threatens us with, and whjch his Excellency 
could not be ignorant of. 

Resolved unanimously, Tha.t it is absolutely necessary - 
that this County be put into the best posture of defence 
possible ; and to that end, that a meeting of the people be 
convened at the following places, on the following respec- 
tive days, that is to say: those that muster under Captains 
Moore, Judkins, and Mason, at Brown's Quarter, on Tues- 
day the sixteenth instant ; those that muster under Cap- 
tains Jones, Smith, Hill, and Marrable,'a.t the High-Hills ' 
on the seventeenth ; and those that muster under Captains 
Nicholson, Parker, Reeves, Irby, and Harrison, at the 
plantation lately belonging to Captain James Jones, on the 
nineteenth ; and that they, and every of them, do bring 
with them to the said several meetings what arms they and 
every of them have. And this Committee do earnestly 
request the Field-Officers and Captains Jo. attend the said' 
several meetings, in order to animate the people in the pre- 
sent time of clanger to compliance of the Resolutions of 
the late Convention. :''.'. 

Resolved unanimously, -That .wis, the members of this 
Committee now present, and every of us, will, in order to 
raise a sufficient sum of money to purchase Ammunition, in 
this time of imminent danger, pay, by way of contribution 
for that purpdse, the sum of ten Pounds, curreRt'money, on 
or before the first day of June next. And as we doubt not 
but the absent members of this Committee will do the same 
for themselves, therefore Messrs. John Cargill, Jas. Jones, 
and George Reeves, are requested immediately to purchase 
ammunition for the use of this County, to the amount of 
two hundred Pounds, current money, the present members 
engaging to indemnify them in such purchase ; and that they 
make report of their proceedings to the next Committee. 

Resolved unanimously, That .a Committee of Intelli- 
gence and Correspondence be appointed, of the following 
persons, that is to say : Messrs. Blow, Peete, Nicholson, 
Cargill, Gee, David Mason, Claiborne, and Blunt ; that 
upon they, or any one of them, receiving an alarm, he or 
they do forthwith fall upon the best method in his or their 
power, to give notice of such alarm throughout this County, 
and also to some one or more of the Committees of South- 
ampton and Brunswick, fixing upon the most convenient 
place for the people to rendezvous at, being guided therein 
by the quarter threatened most with an invasion, insurrec- 
tion, or other attack. 

Ordered, That the proceedings of this day be transmitted 
by the Chairman, as soon as may be convenient, to the 
press, in order to their publication. 

Michael Blow, Chairman. 



MECKLENBURGH COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE, 

At a general meeting of the Freeholders of Mccklen- 
burgh County, convened on Monday, the 8th day of May, 
1775, at the Court-House of said County, in order to elect 
a Committee, pursuant to a Resolution of the American 
Continental Congress : The better to secure a due obser- 
vation of the Association entered into by said Congress, ' 
the Freeholders then proceeded to the choice of. a Com- 
mittee, and elected into the office the following gentlemen, 
viz : John Speed, Bennett Goode, William Lucas, Henry 
Speed, Francis Rujjin, Lewis Burwell, Robert Burton, 
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Edmund Taylor, Cleverious Coleman, Thacker Burwell, 
Sir Peyton Skipwith, Benjamin Whitehead, George Bas- 
' kerville, Reuben Vaughan, Joseph Speed, John Tabb, 
John Jones, William Leigh, Robert Ballard, Samuel 
Hopkins, Junior, and John Ballard, Junior. 

Johji Speed, Esq., was unanimously chosen Chairman, 
and Mr. Isaac Holmes, Clerk of this Committee. 

Resolved unanimously, That every member of this Com- 
mittee exert his endeavours to enlist Volunteer Soldiers, 
agreeable to the Resolution of the late Provincial Conven- 
tion. ''.'''■ 

It being too late in the day to proceed on business, the 
Committee adjourned to Saturday, the 13th of May, 1775, 

' Saturday, May 13, 1775. 

The Committee met according to adjournment, and came 
to the following Resolves : 

The Resolves of the Convention held at the Town of 
Richmond, the 20th of March, 1775, were read, and unani- 
mously approved of. 

. Resolved, That the thanks of this Committee be pre- 
sented to Robert Burton and Bennett Goode, Esquires, 
our worthy Delegates, for their faithful discharge of the 
important trust reposed in. them. 

Resolved unanimously, That the removal of the Gun- 
powder out of the Magazine, by express orders of Lord 
Dunmore, is truly alarming ; and that by his answer for 
such conduct to the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, and 
Common Council of the City of Williamsburgh, on that 
important occasion, he has highly forfeited all title to the 
confidence of the good people of Virginia. 

Ordered, That the Clerk send copies of these Resolves 
to each of the Printers, and they are desired to publish 
them in their next Gazettes. 

Isaac Holmes, Clerk. 



PRINCE GEORGE (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. " 

At a meeting of the Committee for Prince George's 
County, held at Blandford, on Monday, the 8th of May, 
1775, the following Resolutions were entered into, viz : 

Resolved, nem. con., That every Merchant, Trader, or 
other person, importing any Goods ; Wares, or Merchan- 
dise into this County, before he lands the same ought" to 
produce to the Chairman of this Committee a certificate 
from the Chairman of the Committee of the County, 
Town, or City, from whence the said Goods, Wares, or 
Merchandise were re-shipped, that the same were imported 
into this Colony before the first day of February. 

Resolved j That a Committee of Intelligence, consisting 
of Benjamin Harrison, of Brandon, David Meade, Rich- 
ard K. Meade, Hubbard, Wyatt, Peter Eppes, James 
Cocke, Nathaniel Harrison, John Baird, Robert Boyd, 
William McWhann, Richard Bland, 3 amor, Theodorick 
Bland, Junior, Nathaniel Raines, Thomas Bonner, and 
John Raines, SenioT, be appointed to ,convey any alarm, 
as speedily as' possible, to the adjacent Counties; and that 
the same mode be recommended to every County in this 
Colony. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above Resolutions be 
transmitted to the Printer, and he is desired to publish 
-them as soon as possible. 

By order of the Committee : 

Hartwell Raines, Secretary. 

At a Committee held for the County of Prince George, 
the 8th of May, 1775. Present: twenty Members. 

The following Letter from the Committee of the Bo- 
rough of Norfolk to the Chairman qf this Committee, was 
read, viz': 

Norfolk, May 1, 1775. 

A charge was laid before the Committee for Norfolk 
Borough, that Mr. James Marsden had purchased of Cap- 
tain Fazakerly one puncheon of Linens, imported since 
the 1st of February , and that he had furnished him with 
twenty barrels of Pork. Upon inquiry, it appeared that 
Mr. Marsden knew nothing about the Linens, but furnished 
Captain Fazakerly with the Pork by order of Captain 
Charles Alexander. 

As there may have been some foundation for the charge, 



I am directed by this Committee to request you will please 
to inquire of Captain Alexander _ for what .consideration he 
gave the order. William Davies, Secretary. 

Captain Charles Alexander being requested, did attend 
the Committee, and made the following confession, viz : 

■ That he had himself purchased the Linensnnadvertently, 
without considering the consequence of violating the Reso- 
lutions of the Continental Congress, to which he acknow- 
ledged he ought to have paid agreeable regard ; and he is 
extremely s.orry for having thus incurred the displeasure of 
the good people of America, and thereby forfeited that 
good opinion Which he would be always happy to have, 
and those favours which he might otherwise have hoped to 
have enjoyed from them. . He also confesses that Mr. 
Marsden was acquainted with the.circums.tances of the said 
goods being imported contrary to the terms of the Asso- 
ciation, subsequent to the said Alexander's purchasing of 
them'; and that the said Marsden paid the Pork to the 
order above-mentioned, knowing that it was for part of the 
price of the said Linens, and afterwards sent the said Lin- 
ens, and a parcel of Shoes, with an invoice thereof, ac- 
companied with q Letter, to Humphrey Richards, factor for 
the said Alexander, in Blandford, signed Marsden, Max- 
wf.ll, and Company. And the said Alexander further says, 
that the order he gave on Mr. Marsden tq pay the Pork 
to Captain Fazakerly, was a conditional order, to pay Cap- 
tain Fazakerly, in case the Convention then, sitting should 
consent to the sale of the said goods, as there was then a 
Petition before the Convention for that purpose. Captain 
Alexander has further voluntarily agreed to re-ship the 
Linens, and a parcel of Shoes (under the same circum- 
stances) remaining unsold, at his own cost, or store them 
under the inspection of the Committee ; and that the profits 
arising upon such part thereof as are already sold, amount- 
ing to .... shall be lodged in the hands of, this Com- 
mittee, for the use of, and forthwith to be sent to the poor 
of Boston. Chas. Alexander. 

The above examination was. transmitted to the Commit- 
tee of the Borough of Norfolk ; in consequence of which 
the following Letter from the Committee of the said Bo- 
rough, directed to the Chairman of the Committee of 
Prince George, the 3d day of July, 1775, when twenty- 
four of the^ members were present, Richard Bland, En- 
quire, in the Chair, was read : - 

Norfolk, May 22, 1775. ' 

Gentlemen: As. Captain Alexander is wjthin your ju- 
risdiction, the Committee of this Borough are clearly of 
opinion that they have no authority to take up the matter 
With respect, to his conduct, but only as far as relates to 
Mr. Marsden. It is therefore .the request of this Commit- 
tee, that you will please to resume the consideration of 
Captain Alexander's conduct, and take such steps therein 
as you may think proper. With respect to the part Mr. 
Marsden took in the matter, Captain Alexander denjes 
that he was in any wise concerned, and that the facts con- 
tained in your letter have been mistaken by you. His tes- 
timony here directly contradicts his testimony before you. 
We therefore send you his examination, taken in writing, 
and repeatedly read and assented to by him. We shall 
be glad to be favoured with your answer. 

William Davies, Secretary. 

Captain Alexander's Examination at Nortolk Bo- 
rough. 

Question, Did Mr. Marsden know qf your purchasing 
the Linens, &c, from Captain Fazakerly 1 

Answer. I cannot tell positively, but think he did not 
know of my purchase. 

Q. Did Mr. Marsden pay the Pork to your order, 
knowing that it was for part of the purchase of the said 
Linens? 

A. He did not. 

Q. Did Mr. Marsden send the Linens, and a parcel of 
Shoes, with an invoice thereof, accompanied with a letter, 
to Mr, Humphrey Richards, signed. Marsden, Maxwell, 
and Company, or not ? 

A. He did not, but there was a letter d.irected to me, 
written by Mr. Marsden s young mem, ( John Elm) in their 
name. _ . 

Q. Was the condition respecting the' consent of the 
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Convention for Captain Fazakerly to sell his Goods, ex- 
pressed in the order, or not ? - 

A. It was not, but was only agreed to verbally between 
the Captain and myself. 

The said Charles Alexander having had proper notice, 
and failing to attend ; and the Committee taking into their 
consideration the aforesaid Letter and Examination, 

Resolved unanimously , That the said Charles Alexander 
has infringed the Tenth Article of the Continental Con- 
gress, and that he be held up to the publick as inimical to 
America, agreeable to the Eleventh Article of the Conti- 
nental Association ; and it is recommended to the good 
people of America to break off all dealings with the said 
Charles Alexander, his Factors, or Agents. 

By order of the Committee : 

Haktwell Raines, Secretary. 



LOUISA COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a Committee held for the County of Louisa, at the 
Cou.rt-House, the 8th of May, 1775 : 

The Committee being fully sensible of the benefits that 
may redound iq the community in general from the spirit- 
ed behaviour of Captain Patrick Henry, and the other 
Officers and Gentlemen Soldiers _of the Volunteer Compa- 
ny of Hanover, in procuring satisfaction for the Gunpowder 
taken out of the Colony's Magazine, beg leave to return 
them our most hearty thanks. 

Thomas Walker, 

William White, 

James Dabney, 

Charles Barrett, 

Samuel Ragland, 

William Pettus, 

Waddy Thompson, 

Signed by the whole Committee, except one, who was 
absent.. Henry Gahritt, Cleric. 



Garritt Minor, 
Thos, Johnson, Jun., 
Thos. Johnson, Sen., 
Nathl. Anderson, 
John Crutchfield, 
Robert Anderson, 
Charles Smith. 



MEETING pF FREEHOLDERS OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY, 
NEW-YORK. 

At a meeting of the Freeholders of the County of West- 
chester, at the White-Plains, on Monday, the 8th day of 
May, 1775, pursuant to a general notice for that purpose, 
they did appoint a Committee of ninety persons for the 
said County, and determined that any twenty of them 
should be empowered to act for the said County, and then 
appointed the following persons' (nominated by the said 
■ Committee) to represent the said County in Provincial Con- 
tention, viz": .'.-'.■ 

Gpuverneur Morris, Lewis Graham, James Van Cort- 
landt, Stephen Ward, Joseph Drake, Philip Van Cort- 
I'andt, James Holmes, David Dayton, John Thomas, Jun., 
Robert Graham, William Paulding. 

The Committee then signed an Association, similar to 
that which was signed in the City of New- York, and ap- 
pointed Sub-Committees to superintend the signing of the 
same throughout the County. 

By order of the Committee: 

James Van Cortlapdt, Chairman. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

The Committee met, by adjournment, Monday, May 8, 
1775. Present: 



P. V. B. Livingston, 
Isaac Sears, . 

Alex. McDougall, 
Thomas Randall, 
Leonard Lispenard, 
William Walton, 
Joseph Hallett, 
Nicholas Hoffman, 
Henry Remsen, 
Peter T. Curtenitts, 
Abraham Brasher, 
Joseph Bull, 
Joseph Totten, 
Thomas Ivers, 
Hercules Mulligan, 
John Anthony, 
John White, 
Theophilus Anthony, 
William Goforth, 
Cornelius P. Low, 



tVilliam Denning, 
Isaac Roosevelt, 
Jacob Van Voorhies, 
Robert Benson, 
William W. Gilbert, 
John Berrian, 
Gabriel W. Ludlow, 
Nicholas Roojsevelt, 
Edward Fleming, 
Lawrence Embree, 
William W. Ludlow, 
John B. Moore, 
Lancaster Burling, 
John Lasher, 
George Janqway, 
David Clarkson, 
Thomas Smith, 
James Dcsbrosses, 
Elo azer Miller, 
TifompTBucnannan, 



John M. Scott, 
Cornelius Cloppcr, 
John Reade, 
Jacobus Van Zandt, 
Gerardns Duyckinck, 
John Marston, 
Jacobus Lefferts, 
Richard Sharpe, 
Hamilton Young, 
Abram. Brinkerhoff, 
Benjamin Holme', 
,Evert Banker, 
Robert Ray, 
Nicholas Bogart, 
John Lamb, 
Anthony Van Dam, 
John Imlay, 
Oliver Templeton, 
Lewis Pintard, 
Petrus Byvanck. 



Mr.. McDougall, seconded by Mr. Scott, moved in the 
words following, viz : 

Whereas it is necessary for the maintenance &f the liber- , 
ties of this and the neighbouring Colonies, that every per- 
son in this City and County who rfow have Arms or Am- 
munition, or other articles which will be wanted . for our 
defence, to dispose of, or may import any of those articles 
for sale, should make the same known to some friend of 
the Country. And whereas, the disposal of any of those 
articles to any person other than such who will put them 
into the hands of men well-affected to the liberties of Ame- 
rica may tend to enslave this Country, T therefore move 
that this Committee come into the following Resolutions, 
viz : 

1. Resolved, That any person in this City or County 
who have Arms, Ammunition, or the other articles neces- 
sary for our defence, to dispose of, or shall import any of 
those articles for sale, and shall not, within ten days after 
the publication of these Resolutions, or in ten days after 
the importation of such Arms, Ammunition, &c, aforesaid, 
inform the Chairman or Deputy Chairman of this Commit- 
tee of the quantity and quality of the same, he shall be 
held up to the publick as an enemy to" this Country. 

2. Resolved, That any person in this City or County, 
who shall, during the unhappy contest with our Parent 
State, dispose of any Arms, Ammunition, or other articles 
aforesaid, to any person, knowing or having reason to be-" 
lieve such person to be inimical to the liberties of America, 
or shall put those articles in the hands of any such person, 
or any other person, knowing or having reason to believe 
that they are to be used against those liberties, he shall be 
held up as an jsnemy to this Country. 

■ Which being unanimously agreed to, 

Ordered, That the same be published in handbills. 

Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Clarkson, made a motion 
in the words following, viz : .'■'-.. 

- I move that the Committee address his Honour the Lieu- 
tenant Governour,' requesting that he would immediately 
apply to General Gage to give orders, in case any Troops , 
should arrive here from Great Rritain or Ireland, that they 
encamp on Staten Island, and not be permitted to land in 
this City ; and that in case any Troops should arrive here 
before an answer can be had from General Gage, that in 
that case his Honour would apply to the Commanding Of- 
ficer of such Troops, requesting that they may be landed 
and encamped on Staten Island. 

Which being unanimously agreed to, 

Ordered, That an Address be accordingly drawn up and - 
ingrafted in the former Address ordered. to be presented.to 
his Honour. 

A Letter, dated Newark, 5th May, 1775, from the 
Committee of Correspondence, received and read. 

A. Letter, dated Suffolk County, 5th May, 1775, from 
William Smith, received and read. 

Mr. Scott, from the Committee of Correspondence, 
reported the draught of a Letter 'in answer to one of the^ 
3d instant from Albany, which being read and approved of, 

Ordered, That the same be engrossed and forwarded, 

The Committee adjourned till to-morrow, the 9th instant. 

The Committee met, by adjournment, Tuesday, 9th of 
May, 1775. Present: 

P. V. B. Livingston, Chairman, pro tern. 



Isaac Scars, 
Alex. McDougall, 
Thomas Randall, 
Nicholas .Hoffman, 
Peter Van Schaack, 
Abraham P. Lott, 
Abraham Duryee, 
Joseph Bull, 
Joseph .Totten, 
Thomas Ivers, 
Hercules Mulligan, 
Theophilus Anthony, 
William Goforth, 
Isaac Roosevelt, 
Comfort Sands, 



William W. Gilbert, 
John Berrian, 
Gabriel W. Ludlow, 
Edward Fleming, 
William W. Ludlow, 
Rodolphus Ritzma, 
John Lasher, 
James Desbrosses, 
Aug. Van Home, 
Cornelius Clopper, . 
Jacobus Van Zandt, 
Gerardus Duyckinck, 
Thomas Marston, 
Jacobus Lefferts, 
Richard Sharpe, 



Abram. BrinkerhofT, 
Benjamin Helme, 
David Beekman, ' - 
Evert Banker, 
Robert Ray, 
Nicholas Bogart, 
John Lamb, 
Anthony Van Dam, 
Daniel Dunscomb,. 
John Imlay, 
Oliver Tetopleton, 
Lewis Pintard, ' 
Thomas Buc.han.nan, 
Petrus Byvanck, 
Francis Bassett, 



Ordered, That the Committee of Correspondence bv 
directed, without delay, to draught and report to this Board 
a Resolution for regulating the conduct of the Owners, 
Masters, and Mates, of such Vessels as shall depart from 
this Port with Provisions. 
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A Letter, dated Kingsland District, Tryon County, 19th 
April, 1775, from William .Petri, received and read. - 

Ordered, That the Committee of Correspondence be 
directed to draught and report an Answer to the above 
Letter. 

Mr. Lamb, seconded by Mr, McDougall, moved in the 
words following,viz : 

As the Firelocks belonging to this City are at present 
only fitted with ordinary wooden rammers, and conse- 
quently cannot be of much use in case of necessity, I move 
that a Sub-Committee be appointed to. wait on the Cor- 
poration, to request that they will give directions to have 
them fitted with Steel Rammers. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Curtenius, and Mr. 
Ritzma, be a Committee for the above purpose. 

Ordered, That the Letter to the Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don be published in Monday's Paper. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Chairman return the 
thanks of this Committee to Mr. Sharpe, for delivering a 
number of Arms gratis to the inhabitants of this City. 

Committee adjourned until to-morrow afternoon. 

The Committee met by adjournment, Wednesday, May 
10, 1775. Present:. ■ 



P. V. B. Livingston, 
Isaac Sears, 
Alex. McDougall, 
Thomecs Randall, 
Leonard Lispenard, 
John Broome, 
Joseph Hallett, 
Gabriel H. Ludlow, 
Nicholas Hoffman, 
Henry Remsen, 
Peter T. Curtenius, 
Abraham Brasher, 
Abraham P. Lott, 
Joseph Bull, 
Joseph Totten, 
Thomas Iyors, 
Hercules Mulligan, 
John Anthony, 
Francis Bassett, 
Victor Bicker, 
John White, 
Theophilus Anthony, 
William Goforth, 



William Denning, 
Jeremiah Piatt, 
Comfort Sands, 
Robert Benson, 
William W. Gilbert, 
John Borrian, 
(Jabriel W. Ludlow, 
Nicholas Roosevelt,' 
Edward Fleming, 
Lawrence Embree, 
John De Lancey, 
Frederick Jay, 
William W. Ludlow, 
John B. Moore, 
Rodolphus Ritzma, 
Lancaster Burling, 
John Lasher, 
George Janeway, 
Jamtis Beekmau, 
David Clarkson, 
James Desbrossos, 
Benjamin Kissam, 
John M. Scott, 



Gerardus Duyckinck, 
Peter Goelet," 
John Marston, 
Thomas Marston, 
Jacobus Lefferts, 
Richard Sharpe, 
Hamilton Young, 
Abram. Brinkerhoff, 
Benjamin Helme, 
David Beekman, 
W T illiam Seaton, 
Evert Banker, 
Robert Ray, , . 
Nicholas Bogart, 
Samuel Broome, 
John Lamb, 
Anthony Van Dam, 
Daniel Dunscomb, 
John Imlay, 
Oliver Templetdn, 
Lewis Pintard, 
Cornelius P. Low, 
Petrus Byvanck. 



Ordered, That Mr, McDougall and Mr. Kissam be di- 
rected to draught a Letter to the gentlemen in Delegation 
for this City and County, requesting the advice and direc- 
tion of the Continental Congress now: sitting at Philadel- 
phia, with respect to the conduct to be observed by the 
inhabitants of this City toward any Troops that may arrive 
here. 

In pursuance of the above Order, Mr. Kissam reported 
and read the draught of a Letter to the above gentlemen 
at Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That the same be engrossed and forwarded. 

Mr. Scott, from the Committee of Correspondence, re- 
ported the draught of an Address to his Honour the Lieu- 
tenant-Governour, which being read and approved of, 

Ordered, That copies thereof be engrossed, and that 
Mr. De L an cey, Captain Randall, and Mr. John Marston 
be a Sub-Commjttee to wait on his Honour to know when 
he would be pleased to receive the said Address. 



The Committee 
llthof May, 1775 

P. V. B. Livingston, 
Isaac Sears, 
» Alex. McPougall, 
Leonard Lispenard, 
William Walton, 
John Broome, 
Gabriel H. Ludlow,, 
Nicholas Hoffman, 
Abraham Walton, 
Peter Van Schaack, 
Hairy Remsen, 
. Abraham Brasher, 
Abraham P. Lott, 
Abraham Duryee, 
Joseph Totten, 
Robert Ray, 
Nicholas Bogart, 
Oliver Templeton, 
Thomas Ivers, 



met by adjournment, on Thursday, the 
. Present : 



Hercules Mulligan, 
John Antjiony, 
Krancis Bassett, 
Theophilus A nthony , 
William Goforth, 
William Denning, 
Isaac Roosevelt, 
Robert Benson, 
William W. Gilbert, 
John Berrian, 
Gabriel W. Ludlow, 
Edward Fleming, 
Frederick Jay, 
William W. Ludlow, 
Daniel Phenix, 
Anthony Van Dam, 
Lewis Pintard, 
John B. Moore, 



George Janeway, 
James Bookman, 
Gerrot Ketletas, 
Benjamin Kissam, 
Cornelius Clopper, 
John Reade, 
Jacobus Van Zandt, 
Gerardus Duyckinck, 
Jacobus Lefferts, 
Richard Sharpe, 
Hamilton Young, 
Abram. Brinkerhoff, 
Benjamin Helme, 
Evert Banker, 
Daniel Dunscomb, 
J,ohn Imlay, 
Cornelius P. Low, 
Thomas Buchannan. 



On motion, Ordered, That the Circular Letter of this 
Board to the neighbouring Colonies be printed. 

Ordered, That Mr. John Broome, Mr. Benson, and 
Mr. Phenix, be a Sub-Committee to convey the earliest 
intelligence to the Committees of the several Counties in 
this Province of all such matters as they shall judge neces- 
sary to' communicate, and they are hereby authorized to 
transmit such intelligence without previously laying it be- 
fore this Committee, for fheir approbation. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee that 
the Physicians and qjbers in this City and County, who 
are in the practice of Innoculating for the Small Pox, be 
requested immediately to desist from Innoculating in this 
City and County, until the sense of this Committee be sig- 
nified to the contrary ; and that this Resolution be publish- 
ed in the several Newspapers in this City. 

The Committee adjourned till tp-morrbw morning. 



The Committee met by adjournment. Friday, May 1 2, 
1775. Present: 



<P. V. B. Livingston, 
Isaac Sears, 
Alex. McDougall, 
Thomas Randall, 
Leonard Lispenard, 
William Walton, 
John Broome, 
Joseph Hallett, 
Nicholas Hoffman, 
Abraham Walton, 
Peter Van Schaack, 
Henry Remsen, 
Peter. T. Curtenius, 
Abraham Brasher, 
Abraham P. Lott, 
. Abraham Duryee, 
Joseph Bull, . 
Joseph Totten, 
Thomas Ivers, 
John Anthony, 
Victor Bicker, 
John White, 



Jacohiis Van Zandt, 
Gerardus Duyckinck, 
Peter Goelet, 
Jacobus Lefferts, 
Richard. Sharpe, ■ 
Abram. Brinkerhoff, 
Benjamin Helme, 
Walter Franklin, 
David Beekman, 
" Evert Banker, 
Robert Ray, 
Nicholas Bogart, 
Daniel Phenix, 
Daniel Dunscomb, 
John Imlay, 
Oliver Templeton, 
Lewis Pintard, 
Cornelius P. Low, 
Thomas Buchannan, 
Nicholas Roosevelt, 
George Janeway. 



Theophilus Anthony, 
William Goforth, 
William Denning, 
Isaac Roosevelt, 
Comfort Sands, 
Robert Benson, 
William W. Gilbert, 
John Berrian, 
Gabriel W. Ludlow, 
Edward Fleming, 
John De Lancey, 
Frederick Jay, 
William W. Ludlow, 
John B. Moore, 
John Lasher, 
James Beekman, 
Augustus Van Horno, 
Gerret Ketletas, 
Benjamin Kissam, 
John M. Scott, 
Cornelius Clopper, 
John Reade, 

Captain Randall, frorn the Committee appointed to wait 
on his Honour the Lieutenant-Governour, to know when it 
would be his pleasure to receive the Address of this Com- 
mittee, reported that his Honour would be ready to receive 
the Address to-morrow at twelve, o'clock, at Jamaica. 

r Ordered, .That Mr. C. P. Low, Mr. Van Dam, Colonel, 
Walton, Captain Randall, Mr. De Lancey, Mr. T. Mars- 
ton, Mr. Van Schaack, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Duyckinck, 'Mr. 
Templeton, Mr. Beekman, Mr. Kissam, Mr. Scott, Mr. 
Remsen, Mr. Duryee, Mr. A. Walton, and Mr. F. Jay, be a 
Committee to present the said Address ; and that they be 
charged to apply to the principal people of the Towns of 
Jamaica, Hempstead, and Oyster Bay, to represent to them 
the necessity of their joining* with their countrymen in 
sending Delegates to the Provincial Congress." 

A Letter, dated Philadelphia, 11th may, 1775, from 
Mr. Barclay, received and read ; referred to the Commit- 
tee of Correspondence to answer. 

Mr. McDougall, seconded by Mr. Fleming, moved that 
the Committee of Correspondence be directed to draught 
and report, without delay, two. Resolutions relative to the 
conduct proper to be observed by the" cjtizens to those who 
do not sign the Association, and to direct that no inhabitant 
of this City and County be treated as an enemy to his 
Country, but by the determination , of the Continental or 
Provincial Congress," or by this Committee, 

Committee adjourned to Monday, 15th May, 1775. 



A Letter, dated Albany, 8th May, 1775, from the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence, received and read. 



At a Special Meeting of the Committee, Sunday, 14th 
May, 1775. Present: 

William Goforth, 
William Denning, 
Isaac Roo.seyelt, 
Jacob Van Voorhies, 
Jeremiah Piatt, 
Comfort Sands, 
Robert Benson, ■ 
William W. Gilbert, 
John Berrian, 
Nicholas Roosevelt, 
Edward Fleming, ' 
"William W. Ludlow, 
John B. Moore, 
Rodolphus Ritzma, 
Lancaster Burling, 
John Lasher, 
James Beekman, 



Alex. McDougall, 
Leonard Lispenard, 
Joseph Hallett, 
Nicholas Hoffman, 
Henry Remsen, 
Abraham Brasher, 
Abraham P. Lott, 
Abraham Duryee, 
Joseph Bull, 
Joseph Totten, 
Thomas Ivers, 
Hercules Mulligan, 
John Anthony, 
Francis Bassett, 
Victor Bicker, 
John White, - 
Theophilus Anthony, 



Samuel Verplanck, 
Richard YateB, 
Gerret Ketletas,. 
John Van Cortlandt, 
Jacobfrs Lefferts, 
Abram. Brinkerhoff, 
Benjamin Helme, 
David Beekman, 
Robert Ray, 
N icholas Bogart, 
William Laight, 
Daniel Phenix, 
Anthony Van Dam, 
Daniel Dunscomb, 
John Imlay, 
Cornelius Peter Low, 
Petrus Byvanck. 



**Et 
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Ordered, That the Address from this Committee, as 
presented yesterday to Lieutenant-Governour Colden, with 
his Answer now read, be published. 

Whereas, it is strongly suspected that the Man-of-War 
now in this Harbour is supplied from some part of the 
Jersey and Stat en Island, with Provisions and other neces- 
saries, with intent to ship the same to Boston for the use 
of the Army and Navy : 

Ordered, That the.Committee of Correspondence write 
to such of the neighbouring Committees, as also to such 
persons as they shall think necessary, requesting them to 
use all possible means for preventing the same. 

Adjourned till to-morrow afternoon, at 4 o'clock. 

To the Honourable Cadwallader Colpen, Esquire, 
Lieutenant-Governour and Commander-in-Chief of 
His Majesty's Colony of New- York, and the Ter- 
ritories thereon depending, in America, &fc. : 

The Humble Apbress of the General Committee of As- 
sociation for the City and County of New-York : 

May it please your Honour : 

' It frequently happens, under eveVy form of Govern- 
ment, that the measures of Administration excite the just 
jealousies of the people, and that the same measures pur- 
sued divest them of all confidence in those in whose hands 
the ordinary executive powers are lodged. In sucb a state 
of things it is natural for the people to cast their eyes upon 
those of their fellow sufferers on whose abilities and in- 
tegrity they can rely, and to ask their advice and direction 
for the preservation of all that is. dear and valuable to 
them. 

That such is. the frame and temper of our inhabitants, 
you have had the fullest opportunity to know in the course 
of that residence with which you Rave lately honoured us. 

This City and County, as well as the rest of the Colo- 
ny, have exercised the greatest patience in waiting, though 
in vain, for a redress of the many unconstitutional and op- 
pressive burdens under which .this whole Continent has 
groaned for several years past. To their inexpressible 
grief they have found that the most dutiful applications 
for redress have not only been rejected, but have been 
answered by reiterated violations of their rights. 

You cannot, therefore, wonder, Sir, that at this most in- 
teresting crisis, when their all is at stake, and when, under 
the authority of Administration, the sword has been drawn, 
though unsuccessfully, against their brethren of the Massa- 
chusetts, for asserting those invaluable rights which are. the 
common inheritance of Britons and Americans, that the 
City and County of New- York have proceeded to asso- 
ciate in the common cause, and to the election of a Com- 
mittee and Delegates in Congress, to represent them in 
their claims, and to direct their counsels and conduct for 
the preservation of those inestimable privileges to which 
the great Creator, the order of their being as rational 
creatures, and our happy Constitution, have given them an 
undoubted title. \ 

To this important end they have unanimously invested 
us, their Committee, with a trust, which we are determined, 
with the best of our abilities and most faithfully to dis- 
charge ; and in the execution of which we think it our in- 
dispensable duty to declare : . f 

That our constituents, while they cheerfully yield that 
the Legislature of the Parent State may make provisions 
in their nature merely calculated to regulate the Trade of 
the Empire; yet they claim as their indefeisible birthright 
a total exemption from all. taxes, internal and external, by 
authority of Parliament, and from every aid to the Crown, 
but on royal requisitions to their Representatives in Assem- 
bly, constitutionally convened, and freely deliberating and 
determining upon every such requisition. 

That they never can, nor will submit to the establish- 
ment of unconstitutional admiralty jurisdictions ; but will 
ever regard them as engines that maybe employed for the 
most tyrannical purposes. 

That they are determined never to part with their pre- 
cious, and lately invaded right, of trial by peers of their 
vicinage, in any case whatsoever. . 

That they look with the utmost dread on every expe- 
dient by authority of Parliament, or otherwise, that may 
tend to secure from condign punishment offenders against 



the most essential rights of human nature, by removing 
them for their trial to places distant from the scene of per- 
petration, at the discretion of a Governour or Commander- 
in-Chief. . . ' 

That they esteem, and therefore will by every lawful 
means oppose the late oppressive restraints upon Com- 
merce, as subversive in their nature of the liberties of 
America. 

That they regard the Hostile blockade of the Port of 
Boston, the attack upon the venerable Charter rights of 
the Massachusetts, the extension of the bounds of Que- 
beck, the establishment of Popery and an arbitrary form 
of Government in that Province, and the exclusive privi- 
leges virtually given to it in the Indian trade, as so many 
steps of an ill-judging Administration, that most eminently 
endanger the liberty and prosperity of the .whole Empire. 

That they view with inexpressible horrour, the bloody 
standard erected in the Eastern parts of the confederated 
Colonies, and feel, as in their own bodies, every stroke 
which their brave compatriots have received from the hand 
of their fellow-subjects cruelly and unnaturally armed 
against them by mistaken ministerial severity. 

In short, that they are determined to equip themselves 
for maintaining, with successful bravery and resolution, the 
unquestionable rights of Englishmen. 

Permit us at the same time, Sir, to assure you in their 
behalf, that though they are arming with great diligence 
and industry, it is not with design to oppose, but to 
strengthen Government in the due exercise of constitu- 
tional authority. It is to be in a state of readiness to repel 
eyery lawless attack by our superiours, and to prevent the 
anarchy and confusion to which ministerial misconduct has 
evidently paved the way. It is to defend the liberties of 
the subject, and to enable your Honour, and those in office 
under you, efficaciously to administer the just Government 
of this Colony. 

Your Honour cannot but. see the sudden transition of 
the inhabitants of this Capital from a state of tumult, occa- 
sioned by hostilities committed against their brethren, to 
tranquillity and good order, as the consequence of our 
appointment. It is our ardent wish, Sir, that the same tran- 
quillity and good order may be permanent. We look for- 
ward, therefore, with deep concern at the expected arrival 
pf Troops from Great Britain; an event that will, probably 
be attended with innumerable mischiefs. Their presence 
will doubtless revive the resentment of our inhabitants at 
the repeatedly avow T ed designs of subjugating the Colonies 
by military force. Mutual jealousies may break out into 
reciprocal violence. Thousands will, in that case, be 
poured in upon us from bur other Counties and the neigh- 
bouring Colonies, who, we are well assured, have resolved 
to prevent this City from being reduced to the present' 
situation of Boston. Thus, instead of being a secure gar- 
rison-town . and place of arms, as is vainly expected by 
some, the streets of New- York may be deluged with blood. 
Such a destructive evil, we are well assured, your Honour 
w^ill do every thing in your power to avert. Permit us 
then, Sir, to beseech you to apply to Grpat Britain for 
orders that such Troops as may arrive from Great Britain. 
or Ireland do not land or encamp in this City and Coun- 
ty; and in case of their arrival before your Honour shall 
receive the General's answer, to solicit their commanding 
officer to the same purpose. 

Give us leave, Sir, to conclude by assuring you, that we 
are determined to improve that confidence with which the 
people have honoured us, in strengthening the hands of 
the civil Magistrate, in every lawful measure calculated to 
promote the peace and just rule of this Metropolis, and 
consistent with that jealous attention which, above all 
things,' ''we are bound to pay to the violated rights of 
America. 

We are, Sir, with the greatest respect, your Honour's 
most obedient and humble servants. 

Ordered unanimously by the Committee : 

Henry Remsen, D. Chairman. 

New- York, May Jl, 1775. . ' 

\ " > 'Ilis Honour's Answer. 

Gentlemen : I have the best authority to assure you, 
that our most gracious Sovereign and both Houses of Par- 
liament have declared their readiness to afford every just 
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and reasonable indulgence to the Colonies, whenever they 
should make a proper application on the ground of any- 
real grievances they may have to complain of. This dec- 
laration has been .followed by a Resolution of the House 
of Commons, which it was expected would have manifest- 
ed the justice and moderation of Parliament, and a dispo- 
sition to comply with every wish of the subjects in Ame- 
rica, They offer to forbear every kind of taxation or 
assessment op America, except such as are necessary for 
the regulation of Commerce, and only require that the 
Colonies should make provision by such ways and means 
as are best suited to their respective circumstances, for con- 
tributing a proportion to the common defence of the Em- 
pire, tind for the support of their own civil Government 
and the administration of justice. Flis Majesty's Ministers 
did not doubt this temper in Parliament would meet with 
such a return on' the part of the Colonies as would lead to 
a happy issue of the present disputes, and to a re-establish- 
ment of publick tranquillity on grounds of equity, justice, 
and moderation. Is ' it not, then, to be lamented as the 
most unfoj-tunate event, that the patience of the people 
was exhausted at the moment of this prospect of a peace- 
able and happy accomplishment of all their .wishes? Will 
not those in whom they now confide yet endeavour to ob- 
tain it ? Must jbis Country, till now happy and flourishing 
beyond parallel, Tie involved in the dreadful calamities ever 
attendant on civil war, while there remains one possible 
means untried, by which so great, so cruel an evil might be 
averted ? You tell me, gentlemen, that the people have 
lost all confidence in the ordinary officers of Government, 
and that they have cast their eyes upon you for advice and 
direction. 1 cannot divest myself of the most affectionate 
concern for the welfare, the peace, and prosperity of the 
people over whom I. have so long presided as the imme- 
diate representative of their august Sovereign ; with whom 
I have lived the term, of a long life, and among whom I 
leave all that is dear and valuable to me.* I am impelled 
by my duty, and a most zealous attachment to the interest 
and safety of this people, to exhort you not to irritate the 
present enraged state of tbeir minds, nor surfer them to ( 
plunge into labyrinths from whence they can neither ad- 
vance nor retreat, but through bloo.d and desolation. 

His. Majesty's Ministers have, in the strongest terms, 
expressed the satisfaction with which the King received 
the assurances of the loyalty and affection of his faithful 
subjects in this Government, and of their ardent desire for 
a permanent reconciliation with the Mother Country. I 
cannot, then, conceive upon what grounds a suspicion is 
entertaiped that the City of New-York is to be reduced to 
tffl^present state of Bostonj I have not had the least in- 
timation that any Regular Troops were destined for this 
Province. It is proper that General Gage should know 
your sentiments on this subject, and I shall embrace the 
first opportunity of communicating your request to him. 
At the same time I think there is reason to suspect that 
this report has been invented to facilitate the introduction 
of an armed force from Connecticut, which, I am told, is 
meditated. Will not the apprehension of such a design 
rouse you, gentlemen, and every virtuous citizen, to avert, 
by every means' in your power, a measure so humiliating, 
so dangerous to the honour, safety, and freedom of this 
Colony? 

I bave beheld wiih inexpressible anxiety the state of 
tumult and disorder which raged in the Metropolis of this 
Province ; and I am sorry that a recent instance, since your 
appointment, revives the threatening prospect of insecurity 
to which the inhabitants are reduced. I exhort you to 
carry into effect the assurances you give, me, that you are 
determined to. improve that confidence with which the 
people have honoured you, in strengthening the hands of 
the civil Magistrates. Let this be done immediately, and 
with impartial firmness on every occasion ; that the houses, 
persons,' and property of your fellow-citizens may not be 
attacked and insulted with impunity, and every degree of 
domestick security and happiness sapped to the foundation, 

Capwallader Colden. 

May 13, 1775. 

* To know what confidence this Colony ought to put in the assur, 
ances given to - ouv Committee by a certain person who fills a high 
post in this Government, it will be sufficient to read the extracts o'f the 
letters he wrote to the Ministry, and which hive been exhibited before 
the Parliament., 



To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Captain- 
General and Commander -in- Chief of His Majesty's 
Forces in the Colony of Connecticut: 
May it please your Honour : 

We, your Honour's dutiful Petitioners, inhabitants of that 
part of the society of Ridgebury which is within the Town- 
ship of liidgefeld, beg leave humbly to represent, that in 
the present important struggle for the preservation pf the 
rights and liberties of this Country, a large number of the 
inhabitants of this Parish have appeared firmly attached to 
the common cause, and adopted the measures concerted by 
the General Congress and recommended by our worthy Rep- 
resentatives in the General Assembly; whilst the Town, 
as a body, have rejected and protested against said measures. 
That as we presume this was a reason why the appointment 
of a Captain of a Company in the Forces now raising for 
the defence of this Colony fell upon a member of this 
rather than of the first society in the Town, but that the 
man appointed (Lieutenant Abraham Gray) hath declined 
taking a commission in the present service, yet that as he 
was not one of those who had openly ancT publickly mani- 
fested a concurrence with us, and with the Country in 
general, in pursuing the measures recommended by the 
General Congress, we conceive his refusal cannot be reason- 
ably construed as any evidence of backwardness among us 
to engage in the present service. 

We therefore humbly pray that the commission may not 
be transferred to any person out of this part of the Town, 
especially as we conceive there are men among us as well, 
qualified to hold it as may be found elsewhere ; and we beg 
leave particularly to mention Ichabod Doolittle as a man, 
in our apprehension, very suitable for the office, and humbly 
pray your Honour to appoint him to take, the commission 
of a Captain, which the said Lieutenant Gray hath declined ; 
and your Honour's Petitioners shall ever pray. 

. Daniel Colby, Timothy Benedict, 

David Rockwell, Nathan Stevens, 

Isaac Keeler, Jonah Foster, 

Samuel Bennet, Nathaniel Stevens, 

Samuel Keeler, Jr., Abraham Gray, 
Zachariah Stearns, Nathan Foster, 
Samuel Northrup, William Forester, 
Bartholomew Weed, Azor Hurlbert, 
Matthew Northrup, Jeremiah Birchard, 
Thomas Frost, Jr., . Abijah Rockwell. 
Isaiah Birchard, 

' Ridgebury, in Ridgefield, May 8, 1775. 



COMMITTEE OF MALDEN AND CHELSEA. 

.Maiden, May 8, 1775. 

The Joint Committee of .Maiden and Chelsea met. 

Voted, That Captain John Dexter, Tftomas Hills, and 
Jonathan Williams, be a Committee to wait on General 
Ward, and inform him that Doctor Samuel Hanforth, of 
Boston, passes backwards and forwards to that place ; and 
from his well known conduct and behaviour, we have reason 
to suspect his attachment to our most righteous cause,; like- 
wise his screwing Hay, and moving it down to Winnesimmet 
Ferry, in order to be removed to Boston; and that tht: 
Committee has taken care that said Hay shall be removed 
to some more secure place. 

John Dexter, Chairman. 



Hartford, Connecticut, May 8, 1775. 
We have the pleasure tp acquaint the publick that a 
Constitutional Post-Office is now rising on the ruins of the 
Parliamentary one, which is just expiring in convulsions. 
Mr. William Goddard, encouraged by the friends of liberty 
at New- York, hath engaged a faithful rider to proceed from 
Mr, John Holt's office on Thursday next, with the Eastern 
mails for Philadelphia, and Colonies southward. The first- 
mentjoned gentleman is arrived here, and will proceed this 
day for the Provincial Congress at Watertown, and the 
camp near Boston, in order to complete the important 
business of his journey, having had the satisfaction of seeing 
Constitutional Posts and Postmasters established in every 
considerable Town which he hath visited. The patriotic!? 
conduct of the General Assembly of this Colony hath 
greatly contributed to the success of Mr. Goddard' s enter- 
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prise, and it is not doubted but the institution will be 
patronised and properly regulated by the Continental Con- 
gress. Several of the old Postmasters have resigned their 
appointments and engaged in the new plan, and others may 
follow their example. Messrs. Peets and Hurd, and Adams 
and Hyde, are also employed as riders in the service of 
their Country. 



GODDARP S POST-OFFICES. 

Persons appointed to receioe and forward Letters, &fC. 



Cambridge, Mass; 
Worcester, ""- 
Springfield, " 

Newport, R. Island, 
Providence, " 

New-London, Conn. 

Hartford, " 

Middletown, " 

New-Haven, " 

Fairfield, " 

Stamford, " 

Norwalk, " 

New-York, N. Y.. 

Newark, New-Jersey, 
Eliza'town, " 
Woodbridge, " 
Brunswick, " 
Princeton, " 
Trenton, " 

Bristol, Penn. 
Philadelphia " 
Wilmington, Del. 



Mr. James Winthrop. 
Mr. Isaiah Thomas. 
Mr. Moses Church. 
The Committee. 

Mr. Nathaniel Shaw. 
Mr. William Ellery. 
Mr. Wesly Hobby. 
Mr. Elias Beers. 
Thaddeus Burr, Esq. 
Mr. Ebenezer Weed. 
The Committee, who will ap- 
point a Postmaster. 
Mr. John Holt* 

Mr. William Camp. 

Mr. De Hart. 

Capt. Nathaniel Heard. 

John Dennis, Esq. 

Mr. Baldwin. 

The Committee. 

Mr. Charles Besconer. . 

Mr. William Bradford. 

Mr. Hempfield. 



* A Constitutional Post-Office is now kept at J. Holt's Printing Office 
in Water Street, near the Coffee-House, New-York, where Letters are 
received in, and carefully despatched by riders who may bo depended 
upon for the faithful performance of duty, and execution of the most 
important trusts that business may require, as none but men pf pro- 
perty and approved characters, will be employed. 
. The Posts for Philadelphia and the Southwestern Colonies sot out 
about eight o'clock every Monday and Thursday morning, proceed that 
day, through the Towns of Newark, Elizabethtown, Rahway, Wood, 
bridge, Bormmtown, Piscataway, and Brunswick, to Princeton, where 
they meet and exchange mails with the Posts from Philadelphia, who 
piss through Frankfort, Bristol, Trenton, and Maidenhead. These 
Posts the next day (Tuesday) return with the mails to the above office, 
in New-York, and to Mr. Bradford's, at the Coffee-House in Philadel. 
phia; from whence other Posts set out for .the Westward and East- 
ward at the usual times. Those from New-York for the Eastward, set 
out about nine o'clock on Monday, about noon on Thursday, and return 
to New-York with the Eastern mails, on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

Tho rates of postage for the present, aro the same that they used to 
be under the unconstitutional Post-Office, and accounts are carefully 
kept of all the moneys received for Letters, as well as expended on 
riders, &c. That where rates and rules are affixed, and offices regularly 
established throughout the British Colonies, by each Provincial and by 
the Continental Congress, what shall be done before that time may be 
taken into the account, and properly adjusted. 

The subscriber having at all times acted consistently, and to the 
utmost of his poweT in support of .the English Constitution and. the 
rights, and liberties of his countrymen,, the inhabitants of the British 
American Colonies, especially as a printer, regardless of his own personal 
sjfety or private advantage; and having always, both by speech and 
publications from his press, openly, fully, and plainly denied the right 
of the British Parliament to tax, or make laws to bind Americans, in any 
case whatsoever, without their own free consent; and done his utmost 
to stimulate his countrymen, with whom he is determined to stand or 
fall, to assert and defend their rights against the encroachments and 
unjust claims of Great Britain and every other power; and as he has, 
by this conduct, incurred the displeasure of many men in power, and 
been a very great sufferer (the greatest, he believes, in this Country) 
ty tho stoppage and obstruction given to the circulation of his news' 
papers by the Post-Office, which has long boon an engine in the hand 
of the British Ministry to promote their schemes of enslaving the' 
Colonies and destroying the English Constitution, (the vary institution 
Qnd existence of this office afforded the Ministry one of the most plau- 
sible arguments in favour of their protended right to tax the Colonies, 
and was a precedent of their admission of that right, and of the exercise 
of it ;) and as the Colonies aTe at length roused to defend their rights, 
and in particular to wrest the Post-Office from the tyrannical hands 
which have long held it, and put it on a constitutional footing ; and 
many gentlemen among the most hearty and able friends to America, 
in this and the neighbouring Colonies, both in and out of the Conti- 
nental Congress, having encouraged the subscriber to hope that they 
think him a proper person to hold the office of Postmaster in this Col- 
ony, with the business of which he is well acquainted, and will favour 
his application for the same : He humbly requests the favour, concur- 
rence, and assistance of the honourable Convention of Deputies for 
this Colony, in his appointment to the said office, the duties of which 
it will be his constant care to dispharge with faithfulness, and to gene- 
ral satisfaction, ever grateful for favours conferred, and studious "to 
deserve them. _, . . John Holt. 



Baltimore, Maryland, Mr. Goddard's Office. . 
Annapolis, " Mr. Samuel H. Hoivard. 

Georgetown on 
the Potomack, 






Mr. Thomas. Richardson. 



Alexandria, Virginia, Mr. James Hendricks. 



Dumfries, 

Fred'kseurgh, 

Norfolk, 

Will'msburgh, 



Mr. Richard. Graham, 
Capt. George Wtedon. 
William Davies, Esq. 
The Committee, who will ap- 
, point a Postmaster. 



post riders. 

From Falmouth to Portsmouth, Mr 

From Portsmouth to Cambridge, Mr. Trohb. 

From Cambridge to Hartford, Messrs. Adams and 
Hyde. ' 

From Hartford to New-York, Messsrs. Peet and 
Hurd. 

From New- York to Philadelphia, Mr. James Van 
Brocket. . . . . 

From Cambridge to Providence, Newport and New- 
London, Messrs. Peter and Benjamin Mumford. 

From New-London to New-York, lower road, Messrs. 
Peet and Hurd. 

From Cambridge to Providence, Norwich and New- 
London, Mr. Nathaniel Bushell. 



to the president. of the Massachusetts congress. 

Boston, May 8, 1775. 

Honoured Sir : The printed paper which I now send 
you, was brought to me by a kind neighbour who picked it 
up in the street, and as it is mine by the gift of the finder 
of it, I have thought it my duty to send it unto you, that so, 
as the Province is interested in it, it may by you be commu- 
nicated to the Provincial Assembly over which you preside. 

This " Circumstantial Account," as if is called, of the late 
engagement, has been so privately printed that some of their 
own officers have not the knowledge of it ; and as this is 
the account which is most probably sent home, it is here 
currentlyreported that above thirty depositions upon oath, 
to the truth of it, have been sent along with it. 
'" You will see, by this account, that the people of our 
Province are represented as the blamable causes of all that 
occurred. They attacked ; they fired first ; they committed 
cruelties. . The British Soldiers only did their d_uty ; and 
having done it, they did not properly retreat, but marched 
back to Charlestoivn. 

1 wish you, sir, and the Provincial Congress, the happiest 
direction from above in all your counsels and managements 
for the publick weal, and prosperity and the blessing of the 
Lord of Hosts in the prosecution of them ; and am, with 
my most cordial respects to yourself and all our Delegates- 
with you, your faithful friend and most obedient servant, 

Samuel Mather. 



selectmen of Worcester to the 
congress. 



iassachusetts 



Worcester, Massachusetts, May 8, 1775. 

The Committee appointed by the inhabitants of the 
Town to take into their consideration what is requisite to be 
done with, a number of people who have shown themselves 
disaffected to their Country, do report : 

That in their humble opinion, as William Cambell has 
broke through his engagements with the fathers of the 
people, and presumed to go out of the Town and Prov- 
ince before the Resolve of the Provincial Congress was 
known, in order to injure the good people of this place, 
and has been, and by his conduct still apprnrs to be, an 
inveterate enemy to the rights and privileges of this Coun- 
try, notwithstanding his declarations to the contrary, he 
should be sent . to Watertown or Cambridge, to be dealt 
with as the honourable Congress or the Commander-in- 
Chief shall think necessary, it being judged highly improper 
that he should tarry any longer in this Town. 

And whereas Mr. Samuel Paine, of Worcester, has been 
found guilty of propagating a report, viz : " that the goods, 
&tc, taken out of the dwelling house of Ebenezer Bradish, 
of Mcnotomy, was not taken by the Regular Troops, but 
by our people; and furthermore, that our Troops quartered 
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in College were lousy and deserted by hundreds ;" the in- 
habitants of the Town of Worcester assembled, 

Resolve, That said Paine be sent to Watertown or Cam- 
bridge with William Cambell, under the care of Captains 
Jonas Hubbard and Edward Craft, to be dealt with as the 
honourable Congress or Commander-in-Chief shall, upon 
examination, think .proper. Joshua Bigelow, 

Per order Selectmen of Worcester. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress in Watertown, or 
Commander-in-Chief at Cambridge. 

Worcester, Massachusetts, May 9. 1775, 

I, Gardner Chandler, of lawful age, do testify and say, 
that on the sixth instant, being in my garden, Samuel Paine 
came to me, (being the first time I had seen him since he 
came from Cambridge.) I asked him what news. He told 
me none but what we had here. I then asked him how 
matters were at Mr. Bradish's house ; he said that the 
Hampshire Soldiers had got possession of it, and of all that 
was in it. 1 then mentioned the things that were lost the 
first day ; he said they were not taken by the Regulars, 
but by our people. I asked him if the Soldiers did not 
come off; he said he heard they did in great numbers ; and 
that he was told that the men were so close stowed in the 
Colleges that they were lousy. 

Gardner Chandler. 

Worcester, ss., May 9, 1775: 

The within named Gardner Chandler, after due caution, 
made oath to the truth of the within written affidavit taken 
before me. Robert Goddard, 

Justice of the Peace. 



spottsylvania county (virginia) committee. 

At a Committee for the County of Spottsylvania, held 
at the Town-House in Fredericksburgh, on Tuesday the 
ninth of May, 1775 : Present twenty-six members : 
Fielding Lewis, Esq., in the Chair. 

The Committee having before them a copy of the pro- 
ceedings'of Captain Patrick Henry, and other gentlemen, 
officers and volunteers under his command, concerning the 
Powder taken from the County Magazine, cordially approve 
of the same, and. unanimously vote them their thanks for 
their prudent, firm, and spirited conduct on that occasion. 

Resolved unanimously, That the easy acquisition of the 
Powder from the County Magazine in the City of Williams- 
burgh, by order of his Excellency the Governour, and the 
convenient situation of that City with respect to the Navy, 
render it unsafe to continue the publick Treasury at that 
place, and that it is the opinion of this Committee that the 
same ought to be removed to a place of greater safety. 

Resolved, That Mr. Chairman, Charles Dick, James 
Mercer, Charles Mortimer, and George Thornton, gentle- 
men, do write to the Treasurer, requesting him to call a 
Convention of the Delegates for this Colony as soon as 
possible. Alexander' Dick, Clerk. 



ORANGE COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

May 9, 1775. 
The Committee for Orange County met on Tuesday 
the ninth of May. Taking into their consideration the re- 
moval of the Powder from the publick Magazine, and the 
compensation obtained by the Independent Company of 
Hanover; and observing also that the receipt given by 
Captain Patrick Henry to his Majesty's Receiver-General 
refers the final disposal of the Money to the next Colony 
Convention, came to the following Resolutions : 

1. That the Governour's removal of the Powder lodged 
in the Magazine, and set apart for the defence of the Coun- 
try, was fraudulent, unnecessary, and extremely provoking 
to the people of this Colony. 

2. That the resentment shewn by the Hanover Volun- 
teers, and the reprisal they have made on the King's pro- 
perty, highly merit the approbation of the publick, and the 
thanks of this Committee. 

3. That if any attempt should be made, at the ensuing 
Convention, to have the Money returned to His Majesty's 
Receiver-General, our Delegates be, and they are hereby 



instructed, to exert all their influence in opposing such at- 
tempt, and in having the Money laid out in Gunpowder for 
the use of the Colony. 

4. That the following Address be presented to Captain 
Patrick Henry, and the gentlemen independents of. Han- 
over : ... 

" Gentlemen : We, the Committee for the County of 
Orange, having been fully informed of your seasonable and 
spirited proceedings in procuring a compensation for the 
Powder fraudulently taken from the County Magazine by 
command of Lord Dunmore, and which it evidently appears 
his Lordship, notwithstanding his assurances, had no inten- 
tion to restore, entreat you to accept their cordial thanks for 
this testimony of your zeal for the honour and interest of 
your Country. We take this occasion also to give it as our 
opinion, that the blow struck in the Massachusetts Govern- 
ment is a hostile attack on this and every other Colony, 
and a sufficient warrant to use violence and reprisal, in all 
cases where it may be expedient for our security and 
welfare." James Madison, Chairman. 

James Taylor, Thomas Barbour, 

Zachariah Burnley, Rowland Thomas, 
James Madison, Jr., William Moore, 
James Walker, Lawrence Taliaferro, 

Henry Scott, Thomas Bill. 



HANOVER COUNTY ( VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting appointed and held for Hanover County, 
at the Court-House, on Tuesday, the 9th of May, 1775 : 
Present : John Syme, Samuel Overton, William Cranch, 
Meriwether Skelton, Richard Morris, Benjamin Ander- 
son, John Pendleton, John Robinson, Nelson Berkeley, 
and George Dabney, Junior. 

Agreeable to a' Resolution of the Committee held at 
Newcastle, the 2d instant, setting forth that they being 
fully informed of the violent hostilities "committed by the 
King's Troops in America, and of the danger arising to 
the Colony by the loss of the publick Powder,' and of the 
conduct of the Governour, which threatens altogether ca- 
lamities of the greatest magnitude and most fearful con- 
sequences to this Colony ; and therefore recommending 
reprisals to be made upon the King's property, sufficient to < 
replace the Gunpowder taken out of the Magazine : It 
appears to this Committee that the Volunteers who march- 
ed from Newcastle to obtain satisfaction for the Gunpow- 
der, by reprisal or otherwise, proceeded on that business as 
follows, to Wit : 

That an Officer, with sixteen men, was detached to seize 
the King's Receiver-General, with orders to detain him ; 
and this, it was supposed, might be done without .impeding 
the progress of the main body. The said Receiver-Gen- 
eral not being apprehended, owing to his absence from 
home, the said detachment, according to orders, proceeded 
to join the main body on its march to Winiamsburgh, and 
the junction happened on the 3d. instant, at Dwcastle's 
Ordinary, about sunset. A little after sunrise next morn- 
ing, the Commanding Officer being assured that proper 
satisfaction, in money, should be instantly made, the Vol- 
unteers halted, and the proposal being considered by them, 
was judged satisfactory as to that point ; and the following 
Receipt was given, to wit : v 

" Doncastlo's Ordinary, New-Kent, May 4, 1775. 

" Received from the Honourable Richard Corbin, Esq., 
His Majesty's Receiver-General, £330, as a compensation 
for the Gunpowder lately taken out of the publick Magazine 
by the Governour's order; which money I promise to 
convey to the Virginia Delegates at the General Congress, 
to be under their direction laid out in Gunpowder for the 
Colony's use, and to be stored as they shall direct, until 
the next Colony Convention, or General Assembly, unless 
it shall be necessary, in the mean time, to use the same in 
defence of this Colony. It is agreed, that in case the next 
Convention shall determine that any part of the said money 
ought io be returned to His Majesty's Receiver-General, 
that the same shall be done accordingly. 

" Patrick He.nry, Junior." 

It was then considered, that as a General Congress_would 
meet in a few days ; and probably a Colony Convention 
would shortly assemble, and that the reprisal now made 
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would amply replace the Powder, with the charges of trans- 
portation, the Commanding Officer wrote the following 
Letter, and sent it by express: 

May 4, 1775. 

Sir : The affair of the Powder is now settled, so as to 
produce satisfaction to me, and I earnestly wish to the Col- 
ony in general. The people here have it in charge from 
the Hanover Committee, to tender their services to you 
as a publick officer, for the purpose of escorting the pub- 
lick Treasury to any place in this Colony, where the 
money would be judged more safe than in the City of 
Williamsburg h. The reprisal now made by the Hanover 
Volunteers, though accomplished in a manner least liable 
to the imputation of violent extremity, may possibly be the 
cause of future injury to the Treasury. If, therefore, you 
apprehend the least danger, a sufficient guard is at your 
service. T beg the return of the bearer may be instant, 
because the men wish to know their destination. 

With great regard, I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 
Patrick Henry, Junior. 
To Robert Carter Nicholas, Esq., Treasurer. 

To which an answer was received from the said Mr. 
Nicholas, importing that he had no apprehension of the 
necessity or propriety of the proffered service. For which 
reasons, and understanding moreover, from others, that the 
private citizens of WiUiamsburgh were in a great measure 
quieted from their late apprehensions for their persons and 
property, the Volunteers judged it best to return home, 
and did so accordingly, in order to wait the further direc- 
tions of the General Congress, or Colony Convention.* 

It appears also to this Committee, that before and on 
the march, strict orders were repeatedly given to the Vol- 
unteers to avoid all violence, injury, and insult, towards the 
persons and property of every individual ; and that in exe- 
cuting the plan of reprisal on the persons of the King's 
servants, and his property, bloodshed should be avoided, if 
possible ; and that there is the strongest reason that .the 
foregoing orders respecting private persons and property, 
were strictly observed. 

Resolved, That this. Committee do approve of the pro- 
ceedings of the Officers arid Soldiers of the Volunteer 
Company, and do return them their sincere thanks for their 
services on the late expedition ; and also that the thanks of 
this Committee be given to the many Volunteers of the 
different Counties, who joined and were marching, and 
ready to co-operate with the Volunteer Company of this 
County. 

Ordered, That the Clerk do transmit a copy of these 
proceedings to the Printers, and desire that they will be 
pleased to publish the same in their Gazettes as soon as 
possible. By order of the Committee : . . 

Bartlett Anderson, Cleric'. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN BUCKS 
COUNTY, TO HIS FRIEND IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED 
MAY 9, 1775. 

Our Committee met yesterday. From their Resolves, 
(a copy of which I enclose you,) you will find they have 
adopted your plan, and recommend our associating into 
companies to learn the military exercise of arms. Some 
Townships have already begun, and many others, animated 
with the same zeal for the welfare of their Country, will, 
I trust, readily fall in with the plan, a knowledge of which, 
we have great reason to fear we shall soon be called on to 
give a proof of. The unanimity, prudence, spirit, and firm- 
ness, which appeared in the deliberations of yesterday, do 
honour to Bucks County, and will, I hope, in some measure, 
wipe off those aspersions we too deservedly lay under. 

A large number of the inhabitants being assembled, the 

* Hanover, May 12, 1775. — Yesterday, Patrick Henry, one of the 
Delegates for this Colony, escorted by a number of respectable young 
gentlemen, Volunteers from this and King William and Caroline Coun- 
ties, set out to attend the General Congress. They proceeded with bim 
as far as Mrs. Hooe's Ferry, on the Potomack, by whom they were most 
kindly and hospitably entertained ; and also provided with boats and 
hands to cross the river. And after partaking of this lady's benefi- 
cence, the bulk of the Company took their leave of Mr. Henry, salu- 
ting him with two platoons and repeated huzzas. A guard accompa- 
nied that worthy gentleman to the Maryland side, who saw him safoly 
landed ; and committing him to the gracious and wise Disposer of all 
human events, to guide and protect him whilst contending for a resti- 
tution of our dearest rights and liberties, they wished him a safe jour- 
ney, and happy return to his family and friends. 



Resolves of the day were made publick, who testified their 
highest approbation of the conduct of the Committee, and 
unanimously voted them the thanks of the County. 

A disciple of those species of creatures called Tories, 
being formally introduced to a tar barrel, of which he was 
repeatedly pressed to smell, thought it prudent to take leave 
abruptly, lest a more intimate acquaintance with it should 
take place. ■ 

BUCKS COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of the County of Bucks, 
held at the house of Richard Leedom, May 8, L775 : 

Resolved unanimously, That we do heartily approve of 
the Resolves of the late Provincial Convention, held at 
Philadelphia, the 23d day of January last, and do earn- 
estly recommend it to the observation of the inhabitants of 
this County.' 

Resolved unanimously, That notwithstanding the disap- 
probation we have hitherto shown to the prosecution of any 
violent measures of opposition, arising from the hopes and 
expectations that the humanity, justice, and magnanimity 
of the British Nation would not fa\l of affording us relief; 
being now convinced that all our most dutiful applications 
have hitherto been fruitless and vain; and that attempts are 
now making to carry the oppressive Acts of Parliament into 
execution by military force, we do therefore earnestly re- 
commend to the people of this County to form themselves 
into Associations in their respective Townships, tq improve 
themselves in the military art, that they may be rendered 
capable of affording their Country that aid which its par- 
ticular necessities may at any time require. 

Joseph Haft, John Kidd, Joseph Kirkbridc, James 
Wallace, and Henry Wynkoop, or any three of them, are 
appointed as Delegates to meet in Provincial Convention, 
if any should be found necessary. 

The Committee request all persons who have taken sub- 
scriptions for the relief of the poor of Boston, as soon as 
possible to collect and pay the same into the hands of the 
Treasurer, Henry Wynkoop, that it may be speedily ap- 
plied towards the benevolent purpose for which it was 
intended ; and at the same time, to give those who have 
not subscribed an opportunity to contribute also. 

By order of the Committee : 

Henry Wynkoop, Clerk pro tern. 



TO THE PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. 

Bedford, May 9, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Not long' since we were favoured with 
your letter of. the 18th ultimo, enclosing the melancholy 
news of a number of Troops being ordered for America ; in 
consequence of which we advertised a meeting of the Coun- 
ty Committee, when the following Resolves were unani- 
mously entered into : 

At a meeting of the General Committee of the County 
of Bedford, held at Bedford, the 9th day of May, 1775, in 
pursuance of a notice for that purpose from the Committee 
of Correspondence for the said County : 

George Woods, Esquire, Chairman. 

Resolved unanimously, That this. County will imme- 
diately form themselves into Military Associations, and pre- 
pare themselves, in order to defend their lives, liberties, and 
properties, from any illegal attempts made against them. 

Resolved unanimously, That each Township in this 
County shall be immediately notified to assemble them- 
selves at a certain day and place most convenient for that 
purpose, and then and there, by ballot or otherwise, choose 
Officers in their respective Townships. 

Resolved unanimously, That the said Officers, when 
chosen, shall make out a Roll, and each man shall subscribe 
his name in said Roll : and that the Captain shall imme- 
diately transmit a copy thereof to the Committee of Cor- 
respondence at Bedford. 

Resolved unanimously, That the Committee of this 
County shall purchase all the Powder and Lead in any 
store that may be had within the said County, and have the 
same put up in some safe Magazine in the Town of Bed- 
ford, for the use of the said Soldiers ; and that each Com- 
pany shall, by subscription, make up a proportionable part 
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of the same ; which Ammunition shall hot be distributed 
without the orders of the Committee of Correspondence of 
the said County, or until it shall be thought necessary by 
this' Committee, or a majority of them. 

Resolved unanimously, That each Company in this 
County shall use their utmost endeavours to purchase or 
provide all the Ammunition they can, so that no person in 
the said Company shall have less than one pound of Pow- 
der, and Lead in proportion. 

Resolved unanimously, That as soon as the said Com- 
panies are formed, they and each of them shall be sub- 
ject to military regulations and discipline, in the same 
manner as any other of His Majesty's Troops are, (corpo- 
real punishment only excepted.) 

Resolved unanimously, That in case any person or per- 
sons in this County shall refuse to subscribe himself in a 
roll of some Company in the said County, in. order to de- 
fend the cause of liberty now contending for, or by any 
ways or means whatever discourage or disunite the said 
Associations, that then he or they so offending shall be im- 
mediately reported by some of the officers of their respec- 
tive Townships, to the Committee of Correspondence at 
Bedford, in order that such steps may be taken as by the 
said Committee may be thought most prudent ; and that, 
in the mean time, no person or persons within the said 
County shall, directly or indirectly, have any dealing or 
commerce, by either buying or selling, borrowing, or lend- 
ing to or with any of the said offenders. 

Resolved unanimously, That all persons within this 
County that are not at present provided with Guns, Swords, 
or Tomahawks, in case of ability shall provide for them- 
selves; and in case of inability, that the Captain of each 
Company shall, immediately transmit their names, or their 
number, to the Committee of Correspondence at Bedford, 
that proper measures may be taken in order to provide for 
them. 

Resolved unanimously, That each Township shall meet 
and choose their Officers, and make return agreeable to 
the above Resolves, within the space often days from this 
date. By order of the Committee of Correspondence : 

David Espy, Clerk. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM ULSTER COUNTY, NEW-YORK., 
DATED MAY ,9, 1775. 

A great revolution in political measures has taken place 
in this County since we received a copy of the Association 
entered into by your City, with which many of us. have 
ever been desirous to harmonize, especially in such pro- 
ceedings as were conformable to the general sense of your 
inhabitants. On this principle, as well as from a full con- 
viction of preventing the anarchy and confusion which at- 
tend a dissolution of the powers of Government, and of 
uniting with our fellow-subjects in adopting some general 
plan for obtaining a redress of grievances, on constitutional 
principles, forwarding the wished-for reconciliation between 
Great Britain and America, and preserving peace and 
good order, the safety of individuals and private property ; 
I say, concurring with you unanimously, so far as I have 
beard, in these good purposes, the inhabitants of several 
Precincts met" yesterday, and cheerfully agreed to bury in 
oblivion all past differences that had happened from dis- 
cordant sentiments respecting the mode proper to be pur- 
sued for obtaining a redress of those grievances' we have all 
so loudly complained of, and heartily to join with you in 
the measures you had taken for restoring internal harmony, 
peace, and concord, to our convulsed Country, on the brink 
of being overwhelmed with every species of the most out- 
rageous violence, anarchy, and confusion. 

Never' were meetings so numerous, general, calm, dispas- 
sionate, orderly, or unanimous. In effecting these salutary 
dispositions, Mr. Mason, Pastor of the Scceders' Congrega- 
tion in Neiv- York, has great merit, for his repeated exhorta- 
tions to the people of his sect here, (to whom he preached at 
this juncture,) zealously inculcating the doctrines of peace, 
order, and benevolence, reprehending all acts of violence, 
outrage, and licentiousness, and exerting all bis other influ- 
ences for enforcing those objects on this occasion. I hope 
the good seed he has sown will take firm root, produce a 
British constitutional plant, and long continue to bear fruit 
worthy of the husbandman that scattered it. May it never 



be blasted by the noxious shade of a superincumbent tree, 
or the poisonous exhalations of surrounding shrubs ; buj 
thrive and flourish, and spread a benign farina, impregnating 
every variety of its species with its virtues, far and near. 

It is the ardent wish of my heart, that both the ensuing 
Continental and Provincial Congress of this Colony, under 
the influences of a genuine spirit of patriotism and love for 
this Country, may seriously and calmly consider of and 
recommend such measures only as will tend to obtain for 
us a redress of our grievances on constitutional principles ; 
lay a foundation for our speedily having confirmed to us, 
in the most extensive latitude our local circumst.ances will 
admit of, the pure and unmutilated constitutional rights and 
privileges of free Englishmen, as established at the glorious 
and happy Revolution, on a basis solid and permanent ; and 
whilst they are firmly actuated by these views and endea- 
vours, I hope they may glow with every sentiment of affec- 
tion, veneration, and regard for their Parent State, and give 
every testimony of it, by pursuing and recommending, with 
all their power, the most healing and conciliatory measures. 
In these sentiments I am happy in being joined by many, 
and most of the serious, considerate, sensible freeholders iti 
this County. God send us a good deliverance.. 



JOEL CLARK TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Farmington, May 9, 1115. 

May it please your Honour: I have been too long 
a soldier to feel my breast unmoved at the sbund of my 
neighbours beating to . arms. I feel too much for my dis- 
tressed and injured Country to see the dangers which 
threaten it without wishing to share them with my coun- 
trymen ; and I partake too much of the spirit of those' 
ancestors we boast, not to offer my services at this crisis 
in any way inconsistent with honour and fidelity to my 
Country. I take the freedom to address your Honour as 
the Captain-General of this Colony, and tender therefore 
my service?. I served in the ranks at the age of fifteen, 
in the reduction of Louisburg, in '45. I served in every 
other station in the last war, until I was appointed to the 
command of a Company in the three last years before the 
peace ; in all which stations I appeal to those in the service 
for my conduct. Once I received the General's thanks for 
my service in a command of four hundred men, in 1760, 
and the additional pay of a Captain in the regular "service. 
Now this don't argue either the want of skill or readiness 
in me of doing my duty. When I saw last winter the ap- 
pointment of Field Officers by the honourable Assembly, 
of the Regiment I belong to, I had thoughts which I su'pr 
pressed. The gentlemen I have no objection to. They may 
make a figure in peace, and they may make a figure In war. 
They have never had experience. I now see the danger 
to which my Country is reduced ; and my love to that, and 
duty to your Honour, demand this offer of my service. I 
do not apply for want of bread or business of my own; • I 
have enough of both, and a property to defend. The pre- 
sent union of hearts and hands of all ranks of people in the 
cause, renders it needless for me to take up your Honour's 
time. When dangers were represented in the alarm in 
September last, I raised a Company at some expense of my 
own, and was in readiness to march at the confirmation of 
the news. .1 know not whether it is in your Honour's 
power to give me a proper appointment in the service, but 
I shall always be satisfied in having done my duty in this 
address to your Honour, and am, with liiuch respect, your 
Honour's most obedient and humble servant, 

Joel Clark. 
Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Captain-General of the Forces 

in the Colony of Connecticut. 

P. S. If your Honour will condescend to inquire of 
Generals Wooster, Spencer, Putnam, and Colonels Ward, 
Wadsworth, Waterbury, Champion, &c, for my charac- 
ter, &c, I shall esteem it as a favour: also 'Mr. Root, a 
Representative. 



THOMAS HOWELL TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

New-Haven, May 9, 1775. 
Honoured Sir : I have been informed that I had the 
honour to be nominated by the honourable General Assem- 
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bly as a Commissary to provide for the Troops now raising 
in the defence of the Colony. I sincerely thank the As- 
sembly for this mark of respect. I have the interest of 
the Colony, its rights and privileges, at heart, as much, I 
believe, as any man. But as there has been for some time 
past an unhappy dispute in this Town, and by which we 
have, in some measure, been thrown into parties ; and as 
One party has made (as I am told) an unfair representation 
against me, I think ft my duty, when the^niterest of my 
Country is at stake, to sacrifice private interest to the pub- 
lick good. Upon that principle, sir, I have to inform you 
that I. am willing to resign. the office of„Commissary, and I 
conceive it will conduce^ to the peace of the Town to 
have.; Mr. Jonathan Fitch appointed. He may; perhaps, 
. reconcile. all parties, which is the desire of, Sir, your hum- 
ble servant, ^ Thomas Howell, 



SHEFFiELD (MASSACHUSETTS) COMMITTEE. 

At a'meeting of the Committee of Observation for the 
Town of Sheffield, on Tuesday, the ninth day of May, 
1775;: .. . _"._"-. -- '''-''" . " " . '.-:--" : 
' • Complaint being made to this Committee that John 
Wesfoverf%Job Westover, and_Noqh Westover, had,^n vari- 
ous instances, " contravened, the doings and Resolutions of 
the General and Provincial Congresses ; "and that the said 
John, Job, and Noah, were enemies of American liberty; 
it waS thereupon ordered, that the Clerk cause the said 
John, Job, and Noah, to be notified to attend .before this 
Committee on Jpriday next," at one o'clock, afternoon, at 
the house of Mr, Daniel Dewey, in this Town, to answer 
to the aforementioned complaint. 

. - Voted, To adjourn this meeting till Friday next at one 
o'clock in the afternoon, then to meet at the house of Mr. 
DanieT Dewey. 

Friday, May 12, 1775. 

The Committee met according to adjournment. 

John Westoper ir\e\ Job Westover appeared before the 
Committee; Noah Westover not being to be found, has 
not beon notified, .The Committee took into considera- 
tion the complaint against the said John and Job; and 
Captain Daniel Lawrence, his wife, Messrs. Jonathan 
Westover and Joseph Kingman, being "adduced as" wit- 
nesses, it appeared from their evidence (among many other 
matters) that the said John hath affirmed that the late Con- 
tinental Congress, in their doings, were guilty of rebellion 
againsf" the King ; and that the said Job hath affirmed that 
the .Parliament of Great Britain had a right to tax the 
Americans:;: and that reach of them had said many things 
disrespectful of the said Congress, and the Provincial Con- 
gresses. The following question being, during the course 
of the exjmlnarroii, put to the said John and Job, viz : 
"If an engagement should unfortunately happen between 
the British arid American Armies, which they would choose 
should prevail?" ..the said John answered, that the question 
was so.difficuirhe could, not give a direct answer. The said 
Job, in answer to sajd question, said that he supposed the 
consequences of. a victory on the side of the American. 
Army-would be more prejudicial to this Country than the 
contrary.' During the. tinie the several matters aforesaid 
were tinder the consideration of the Committee, and before 
any resolution was Had thereon, the said John voluntarily 
and solemnly engaged, that at no time hereafter will He do 
any tiling detrimental to the cause now. contended for by 
this Country; and that so far as he understands the true 
intent and meaningof the doings of the Continental and 
Provincial Congresses) he will not violate the same in any 
particular. " - " ' , ■ -■ -'.'-' 

The following motioji was then rnade and seconded, 
Whether the foregoing declaration of the said John is satis- 
factory to fhis_Committee ? It passed in the affirmative. 

The following motion was then made and seconded, 
Whether the said Job is an enemy of American liberty ? It 
passed in the affirmative unanimously/ Therefore, 

Rcsolvtd, unanimously, That the said Job Westover is" 
-an enemy of American liberty, and that it is the duty of 
all those who wish well to the cause of freedom, from hence- 
forth to break pff all dealings with the said Job. 

Voted, That the. Clerk do procure the foregoing pro- 
ceedings with regard to said John and Job Westover, to be 
inserted in the American Oracle of Liberty. 



A GENTLEMAN AT P1TTSJTELD, IN BEESSHJRE COUNTY, TO 
AN OFFICER IN CAMBRIDGE. 

. ... Pittsfiold, Massacliusotts L May 9, 1775. 

In .my last I wrote to you of the Northern Expedition ; 
Be fore' this week ends, we are in raised hopes here of hear- 
ing that Ticonderoga and Crown Point are in our hands. 
Solomons, the Indian King of Stockbridge, was lately at. 
Colonel Eastern's of this Town, and said there that the. 
Mphawhs bad not only given liberty to the Stockbridge^ 
Indians to join us, but had sent them a belt, denoting that 71 
they would hold five hundred men:inr?adiness,.to join us.y 
immediately on the first notice ; and thatj.he said Solomons 
holds an Indian post in actual readiness, to run/with the 
news as. soon as they shall, be wanted. . Those Indians 
would be. of great service to you should the King's Troops 
rnarch out of Boston, as some think they undoubtedly will 
upon the arrival of their recruits, and give us Battle. Our 
Militia this way, Sir, are vigorously preparing for actual 
readiness Adjacent Towns and this Town i are buying arms 
and ammunition. There is a plenty of arms to he sold at 
Albany as yef ; but we hear; by order "pf. the Mayor, Sic, 
no powder is at present to be sold there. The spirit of 
liberty runs high there, as you have doubtless heai'd by 
their post to our Head Quarters." I have exerted myself _ 
to disseminate the.same spirit in King's District, which has. 
of late taken surprising effect. The poor Tories of Kxnd_er- . 
hook are mortified and grieved, and are wheeling about, 
and begin to take the quick step. New-York Government 
begins to be alive in the glorious cau.se, 'arid' to act with 
great vigour. - *. - * 

1 fervently pray, Sir, that our Council of. War may be 
inspired with wisdom from above, to" "direct the" warlike 
enterprise with prudence," discretion, and vigour. ! may 
your councils and deliberations be under, the guidance and 
blessing of Heaven ! Since I began to write, an intelli- 
gent person, who left Ticonderoga, Saturday before last, 
informs me, that having went through there and Crown": 
Point about three weeks ago, all were secure; but ori his 
return, he found they" were alarmed wjth our expedition, 
and would not admit him into the Fort ; that" there were 
twelve soldiers at Crown Point, and he judged near two 
hundred at Ticonderoga ; that those Forts were "but of re-,, 
pair, aud much in ruins ; that It was his opinion our men 
would undoubtedly be able to take them ]- and that he met 
our rb£n last Thursday, who were wejl furnished with., 
cattle, and wagons Jaden with provis.ions,"Cfl"d in good spirits, 
who he supposed would arrive there last Sabbath day, and 
he doubted not but this week they would be in possession; 
of those Forts. He informed them where they might ob-, " 
tain "a plenty of ball; andthere. are cannon enough* at 
Crown Point, which they cannot secure from u§. .That he 
saw the Old Sow, brought from Cape Breton, and a number, 
of good brass cannon, at Ticonderoga. Should this expe- 
dition. succeed, and should the Counc.ir.of War send up 
their orders for the people this way to transport by land 
twenty or thirty of the best of the cannorr to Head Quar- 
ters, I doubt not but the people in this country would do 
it with all expedition. We could easily collect a thousand 
yoke of cattle for the business. " .""- " ■ * v . 

COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE OF LYNN TO THE".MAS- - 
--_/.- SACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
•■'".-.:... ._"..." _ ':.....- tynn, May 10, 1775. " ' 

Gentlemen: The bearer, Captain Barker, will bring 
before your Honour Mr. Josiah Martin, as a person whom 
we have considered to have act$d as an, enemy jo the Prov- 
ince, and have sent the evidences that appeared against 
him. John Mansfiexd, Chairman. " 

Evidences names : HarthornRamsdeU,. John Bancroft; 
William French, James Bancroft. 

' ' JdSIAH MA&TIN TO THE" COMMITTEE^OF SAFETY. 
-■' ~- ■■ - ■_ .- Cambridge, May 11, 1775. 

Gentlemen of the Committee of Safety: * " 

I was sent from Lynn by a guard of soldiers to be ex- 
amined, and am sorry that myself or any other faithful and 
loyal subject to his Country should be "treated as I am. 
Methinks it would give a check to the spirit of an Alex- 
ander. Humanity is the least we may expect of one 
another. Your true apd loyal Whig, Josiah Martin. 
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PETITION FROMT COjJASSET, _. / 

Cohasset, May 9, 1775. 

The Selectmen of the District of Cohasset humbly shew: 
That to their great satisfaction they find that the idea of 
Counties, Towns, and Districts, are in a great measure lost 
in a general conference for. the safety of the whole, and that 
this Committee, on whom are the eyes of the Government, 
in" various instances granted protection to such parts of the 
sea-coasts as were most exposed. Yonr Petitioners there- 
fore beg leave to say, that they are in a defenceless state, 
and that they are exposed to be ravaged by the crews of 
every ship or vessel whose inclination leads them to plunder ; 
that they have kept up a military watph from the twentieth 
of April last to this time, and which is absolutely necessary 
to be continued for. the safety not only of said District, and 
the. Towns adjoining, but of the whole. They therefore 
pray that they may have liberty to raise', on the same foot- 
ing that men are raising in our neighbourhood, and have a 
Company, and that they may do duty in this place until 
the safety of the whole shall require their removal. 
And, as in- duty bound, shall pray. 

Isaac Lincoln, ") a , , r 

'-..''« \t ( selectmen of 

Abel Kent, n — - ■ •> 

Thomas Lathrop, 



Cohasset. 



• EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON, TO" A GENTLEMAN 
IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED MAY 10, 1775. 

Before you receive this you will probably have determined 
the fate of both parts of the British Empire in that vener- 
able assembly, the Continental Congress. We have no 
fears for you, but the infatuation of the Ministry here gives 
us as much to: apprehend as ever. It is still the full persua- 
sion of all the courtiers (and I almost think of the greatest 
part of the Nation) that notwithstanding all your seeming 
firmness and hostile preparations, you will submit to" any 
thing~rather than, conteqd with us. A very short time will 
now determine that matter, for there is no appearance of 
any relaxation here. We wait for the great event with the 
most anxious and distressing impatience. 



ADDRESS OF THE VOLUNTEER COMPANY OF WILLIAMS- 
BURGH, VIRGINIA. 

At a meetiirg of the Volunteer Company of the City 
of WiUiamsburgh, on .the tenth day of May, 1775, the 
following Address was unanimously agreed to, and* ordered 
to be published. John Brown, Clerk. 

To the Gentlemen, Freeholders, and Volunteers who so 
generously offered their assistance to the City of Wil-- 
LiAMSBURqif, oil a late alarming occasion r 
Gentlemen; ; yA quick sensibility to insults offered our 
Cou n try> a nia determined resolution to risk every thing 
in support of its honour and interest, are ruling motives in 
the breast, of every patriot. To these we ascribe your late 
movement towards the Metropolis, where certain incidents, 
■sufficiently alarming at this juncture, had attracted the at- 
tention of all our. worthy countrymen. We are happy in 
being able to convince you L that there, is at present no 
necessity for their .vigorous interposition; but the zealous 
alacrity with wblpB you proffered your assistance, as it 
shows a sincere .devotion to the publick good, must be 
highly pleasing to your fellow-countrymen, and demands 
our warmest thanks and. acknowledgments. - 



the Captain replied he did not care, he would have: him, 
as he had promised to protect him. An officer who was 
standing by, said, if he was the commanding officer he 
would take. him prisoner. The Captain replied, he might, 
but he would be the dearest prisoner Tie ever had, and 
swore the barracks should be in a flame in one hour if they 
attempted such a thing. However, the commanding officer 
thought proper to deliver up the man ; and the very next 
day two sentirffls deserted from the Governour's door. 



EXTRACT Op* VtETTER .TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHILADEL- 
PHIA, DATED NEW-YORX, MAY 10, 1775. 

When the new;? of the engagement between the Provin- 
cials. and the.Regulars arrived here, Doctor Cooper, with 
several others, fled on board the Man-of-War, and have 
since sailed for Europe, so that the City is almost cleared 
of Tories, and the few" which remain are ashamed and 
afraid. A soldier who had deserted from the Welsh Fusi- 
leers was;among the forces which came to assist ias from 
New-England^, some of the soldiers in the barracks saw 
him, and told the officers.'. He was taken and confined; 
but when, bis New-England Captain heard of it, he went 
to the barracks, called for the commanding officer, and de- 
manded his man. The officer told him he was a deserter ; 



TO THE PUBLTCK. 

Kingston, Ulster County, New- York, May 10, 1775. 

When the. characters of gentlemen who have, acted, in a 
publick capacity are impeached, (especially those who have 
taken upon them the execution of the measures of the last 
Continental Congress,) how disagreeable the task may be, 
it behooves every one who is a friend to truth, honesty, 
and liberty, to consider it as their duty, and incumbent on 
them, with all their efforts to support the proceedings of 
those gentlemen. This County in general, and Kingston 
in particular, have distinguished themselves by a ready 
compliance with the Association of the Congress, and some 
spirited measures to render them effectual ; but as every 
flock contains some bad sheep, so the article of Tea has 
discovered the infected persons amongst us. The simile 
is just, and the cure used/or the one, must 6e applied to 
the other, viz: a separation of the clean from the unclean. 
This has been done ; the Committee of this Town have, 
after many friendly advices and entreaties, which proved 
in vain, been led to the disagreeable necessity _of publish- 
ing Mr. jacobus Low, merchant of this Town, all which 
have not as yet wrought a reformation of his conduct. 
He lately published a piece in vindication of hisconduct, 
the like of which, is not. to be paralleled ; it not only con- 
tains scurrilous and abusive language, but gross false- 
hoods. ".."..'. '—.".'.'.' _"'.', . 

First, he begins, " Johannes Sleght, Chairman of the 
Committee of Ulster County, has published me as an enemy 
of my Country, for selling Tea, in which it is set forth, that 
all the Merchants and Skippers bad signed. articles in which 
they agreed not to sell Tea," This, he says^ "Is absolute- 
ly false, for there are more who have not signed for the 
very reasons I had, and the Committee knew that they 
had not all signed at the time of publishing this piece of 
malice." .;:,.;; ,.._ 

The Committee are surprised at Mr. Low's ignorance 
and stupidity, since he has as weir incurred the displea- 
sure of the friends of libeTty in the City of New-York, as 
here, by his non-compliance with, his breihren, merchants 
in. this Town. But it. appears that he will endeavour .to 
heap sin upon sin, to cure a wound by a fresh bruise ; that 
is, by committing a crime and leading theT guiltless in the 
execution thereof. .-. 
■■' The Committee still say, that every Merchant and Skip- 
per in this Town, who were possessed of East- India Tea. 
for sale, had signed the said articles Before the publication, 
which they are ready to prove by the original in their cus- 
tody, (Jacobus Low only excepted.) They also deny 
that Johannes Sleght was Chairman for the County of 
Ulster, (as he says,) but only for the Town of Kingston. 
They also deny that any malice was shown . unto him ; but 
that, on the contrary, he was solicited, advised, and en- 
treated to quit selling Tea, as the other merchant! had. 
done, to prevent a publication, whicfi^then proved abortive. 
As for the assertion of its being known in Kingston that 
said Low had offered to sign the Third Article of the As- 
sociation, is even contradicted by his own advertisement, 
fgr he still adheres to the consumption of it. 

As for the matters he asserts to have Been reported in 
and by the Committee, is absolutely false ; here the world 
may discover the wickedness of his neart, By endeavouring 
to punish others for his own crimes^ Ip-lhoxt^ it; is impo- 
sing on the publick to answer every part oFso base a piece 
of wilful and false publication, from a map^hp .was treated 
with so much lenity as he was from this Committee. 

By order of the Committee : _ " = -....* 

Johannes Sleght, Chairman. 

N. B. Since the publication of Mr. Low, this Committee 
has been augmented to the number of seventeen, anid have 
re-elected Johannes Sleght Chairman. 
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.town-meeting, providence, rhode-island. 

At a Town-Meeting held at Providence, on the tenth 
day of May, A. D. 1775, by adjournment, Nicholas Cooke, 
Esquire, Moderator : 

Voted, That it be and it is hereby recommended to the 
honourable Town Council at their next session to .establish 
a Watch in this Town of six men each night, agreeable to 
law, ancT to appoint a Master or Warden to set said Watch, 
and to have the oversight and direction thereof, for six 
months from this time; and that the said Town Council be 
desired to meet to settle said Watch on Friday next ; and 
it is recommended to said Council that each person have 
the liberty to watch in their turn, or to furnish a person in 
his room, and on failure thereof to pay Three Shillings for 
each neglect. 

Voted, That six persons be appointed to examine into 
the state of the. inhabitants of this Town, and to make 
report of all such that are provided with Small- Arms and 
accoutrements agreeable to law, and of all such that are 
not provided agreeable to law with Small- Arms, Stc, and 
of all persons that in their judgments are not of ability to 
supply themselves, saving and excepting all those that are 
or may be enlisted. 

The following persons~are appointed to make the exami- 
nation, To wit: Nathaniel Wheaton, Benjamin Thurber, 
David Lawrence, Paul Allen, Benoni Pearce, and Bar- 
nard Eddy, and that the same be made on Saturday next. 

Voted, That this meeting be adjourned to Monday next, 
two o'clock, P. M. 

GENERAL THOMAS TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Roxbury Camp, May 10, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I have just received a letter from the 
Committee of .Inspection for the Town of Providence, de- 
siring me to inform them if the Committee of Safety have 
transmitted to their friend in London an account of the 
battle at Lexington, and have informed that the Colony 
have appointed a Committee of Safety, who has the direc- 
tion of the Troops ; therefore letters to this place on that 
subject should be directed to said Committee of Safety. 
1 should be glad to know what answer I may return them. 
1 am unacquainted with the proceedings of Congress, or the 
Committee of Safety, relative to that matter. If you will 
be pleased to send me, an answer by the first opportunity, 
it will oblige yonr'rnost obedient and very humble servant, 
■■--■■--•- John Thomas. 

To the Committee of Safety in Cambridge. 



TOWN- MEETING, BRISTOL, MASSACHUSETTS. 
' . May 10, 1775. 

To the Honourable the. Members of the Provincial Con- 
"* gress of the Massachusetts-Bay : 

On the second day of May, 1775, at a legal meeting of 
the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the Town of Bris- 
tol, the following Articles were agreed to : 

First. Whereas we wrote to your Honours last March 
a little sketch of our circumstances, and that we would put 
ourselves as soon as possible into military order, and then 
inform your Honours more particularly of our strength in 
regard to arms and ammunition : therefore we would now 
inform your Honours that we have endeavoured to put 
ourselves into military order and discipline as well as we 
were capable. We make out three Companies, each 
Company consisting of about sixty training soldiers exclu- 
sive of officers, which officers were chosen by vote of 
the several Companies in the training field. As to arms, 
the most of us have got guns, but we are in very low 
circumstances in regaTd to ammunition — powder espe- 
cially; we have used several means to provide ourselves 
with powder, but it has happened to be to no purpose. 
Therefore if it is possible that your Honours can point out 
to us any way of ..relief in this particular we shall take it 
as a very great favour; we apprehend that we are very 
unsafe to be destitute of ammunition ; as our Town borders 
on the sea, we are much icxposed to our enemies. 

Secmid, Voted unanimously, That Mr. Thomas Brac- 
Icett be, and we hereby empower him to be, our agent and 
attorney in all matters whatsoever, in our name and stead 
to contract for anj articles, that our said attorney . shall 



think necessary for this Town : by w ; hom we hope to re- 
ceive advices from your Honours how we shall conduct in 
all matters. We remain, with earnest prayer to Almighty 
God for a blessing upon your Honours' persons, and upon 
your Honours' proceedingsin behalf of this Province, your 
Honours' most dutiful, most obedient, and. most humble 
servants. By order and in behalf of the Town of Bristol:, 

Samuel Gates, ~) 

Robert Given, > Committee-Men: 

Thomas Boyd, •) 

George Rodgers, ) p , . - 

rri „ t ( Selectmen of - 

Ihos. Johnston, > n • * i 

Jtt V Mfnstoi. 
ames Huston, ) 

William Barnes, Town Clerk. 



TIMOTHY PICKERING TO THE COMMITTEE "OF SAFETY OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. " 

Salem, May 10, 1775: 
Gentlemen : It appearing highly expedient that a Regi- 
ment should be formed from Salem and its environs, with ■ 
a view to serve the general cause, I took the liberty of 
recommending Colonel Mansfield and Captain Hutchinson 
Colonel and Lieutenant-Colonel of it, " They then appear- 
ed to me the most, suitable persons that could be found 
willing to fill these places, arid I am still of the same opin- 
ion. I should not give you any further trouble about the 
matter, if I did not think Colonel Hutchinson was suffering 
unjustly by means of Colonel Herrick; the latter, as Mr. 
Hutchinson informs me, declared himself well pleased with 
his appointment, and heartily, in appearance, congratulated 
him upon it ; and yet, with miglit and main is now endeavour- 
ing to supplant him, and he builds his hopes.of succeeding, 
it seems, not upon Colonel Hutchinson's 'Inefficiency, riot 
upon his own superiour ability and merit, but upona foun- 
dation winch a man of honour, I think, would reject with 
disdain : Colonel Herrick, truly, has friends in Court \ an 
admirable plea for his advancement ; incontestable evidence 
of his merit J I should not have opened my lips to Colonel . 
Herrick's disadvantage, had he not, in a manner which/ 
appears to me most ungenerous, endeavoured to supplant 
Colonel Hutchinson, and otherwise treated him with great 
incivility, to use a gentle word. What I have said, gen- 
tlemen, is grounded wholly upon' Colonel Hutchinson's 
account of the matter; but from the manners and charac- 
ter of the gentleman, I cannot suffer myself to doubt his 
veracity. Nevertheless, if I am misinformed, I will readily 
ask Colonel Herrick's pardon. I should not, gentlemen, have 
presumed to intrude myself upon you, if Colonel Hutch- 
inson himself had had an opportunity of laying the affair 
before you ; but as he failed of this, I thought myself 
bound in justice to support him, and to express my indig- 
nation, and to bear my testimony against the indecent attack 
by which a post well deserved, and fairly obtained, was 
attempted to be wrested from him. This letter, if it comes 
to Colonel Herrick's knowledge, wil] doubtless offend 
him ; but if it be necessary to expose it, I do not wish it 
should be concealed. Yet I am desirous of the friendship 
of all men ; but in the innocency and integrity of my heart, 
I wrote my first letter in favour of. Colonel Hutchinson and 
Colonel Mansfield; in the same spirit I have written this, 
and if a gentleman is offended with me for doing my duty, 
I can bear his resentment or reproaches with patience. I 
had like to have forgot to add, though it is of importance, 
and what, for the good of the common cause, I am bound . 
to say, that it is probable the Regiment will be much dis- 
satisfied if the Lieutenant-Colonel be displaced ; and one 
■Company, I am informed, have already expressed great 
uneasiness about it. I am, gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, Timothy Pickering, Jun. 



To the Committee of Safety. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE HON. ENOCH FREEMAN, 
ESQ,., TO SAMUEL FREEMAN, WATERTOWN. 

Falmouth", May 10, 1775. 

We are in confusion ; though Colonel Thompson wrote 
us he had laid aside the scheme of coming here to take 
the Ship Canceaux, yet he appeared yesterday on the back 
of the Neck. I cannot help thinking but that it is a very 
imprudent action, and fear it will bring on the destruction of 
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the Town ; for we can make no defence against a Man-oF- 
War, and, undoubtedly) in a short time there won't be a 
house standing here. 

"Pray let Congress be informed of this affair, and let us 
know whether Thompson had such orders ; and pray the 
Congress to give us some direction, for we are in such 
confusion nobody seems to be rational. 



"-..":.'• NE^V-KEl^^CpUNfY ( VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

-At a meeting of the Committee for New-Kent County, 
at the Court-House, the 1 1th day of May, 1775 : 
.^ The Committee, taking into consideration Lord Dun- 
" morc's Proclamation, dated the third day of this month, 
said to Be issued v\'kh the advice of His Majesty's Coun- 
cil, wherein the inhabitants of this Colony are indiscrimi-' 
nately charged, in general terms, with dissatisfaction to His 
Majesty's Government, and a design to effect a change in 
the form of it, think it necessary ibr themselves and their 
constituents to declare their sentiments. And accordingly, 
Resolved, unanimously, That unfeigned loyalty to His 
•Majesty's person and Government, as by law established, 
and. a. due obedience to the laws of our. Country, are the 
ruling" principles of the inhabitants of this County ; and 
that the suggestion on .which the said Proclamation appears 
to be, founded, so far as it respects the inhabitants of this 
County, is an injurious reflection upon them, and has no 
foundation in truth. At. the same time we are determined, 
for. ourselves and posterity, to support and maintain the 
fights and privileges of British subjects, which we are en- 
titled to, against any tyrannical attempts whatever. ' 

Resolved, That the Resolutions of this Committee, en- 
tered ipjto on the third of this month, and the first Resolu- 
tion _ entered, into, this, day, be sent to the Printers to be 
published. By order of the Committee . • 

" : - . - - William Smith, Clerk. 



' StfMrRSET COUNTY (NEW-JERSEY) COMMITTEE. 

Puisuant to notice given by the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Cortespondencc for the County of Somerset, in 
New-Jtiiey, the Fieeholders of the County met at the 
Couit-ffpuse thejlth day of May, 1775 : 

UrNDRTCK Fisher, Esq., chosen Chairman, 
, ^Frederick Frelinghuysen, Cleric. 

1.. Resolved, That the several steps taken by the Bri- 
tish Ministry to enslave the American Colonies, and espe- 
cially the late alarming hostilities commenced by the Troops 
under. General. Jjr.age against the inhabitants of Massachu- 
stlts-Bay, loudly call on the people of this Province to 
determine what part they will act in this situation of affairs ; 
and that we therefore readily consent to elect Deputies for 
a Provincial Congress, to meet at Trenton on Tuesday, 
the 23d instant, agreeable to the advice and direction of 
the Provincial Committee of Correspondence. 

2. Resolved, That the number of Deputies shall be 
nine, and that they shall be chosen by ballot. 

Adjourned for an hour. 

Foot o'clock, the people re-assembled. 
' * Hendrick Fisher, John Roy, Esquires, Mr. Frederick 
FrfilMgliuysen^Mr. EnosKelsey, Peter Schenck, Jonathan 
S). Sergeant, Nathaniel Airs, William Patterson, and 
Abraham Van Nest, Esquires, are appointed Deputies for 
this County, who, or any five of them, are hereby empow- 
ered to meet the Deputies from the other Counties in Pro- 
vincial Congress, at Trenton, on Tuesday the 23d instant, 
and .to agree to all such measures as shall be judged neces- 
sary for. the preservation of our constitutional rights and 
privileges. 

Resolved, That the Deputies for this County be in- 
structed, and they are hereby instructed to join with the 
Deputies from the other Counties, in forming such plan for 
the Militia of this Province, as to them shall seem proper; 
and we~ heartily agree to arm and support such a number of 
men as (hey shall order to be raised in this County. . 

Resolved, That this County will pay the expenses of 
their Deputies ivynq' shall attend the Congress. ; 

'"'' Resolved, That Messrs. Tobias Van Nor den and Daniel 
Blackford he added Jo the Committee of Observation for 
the Township erf Bridge-water. By order: 

- -'--'- Frederick Frelingituysen, Clerk. 



recantations or mr. bailey, mr. m'master, and MR. 

ACHINCLOSS. 

■■ Whereas, I the subscriber, have, for a long series of 
time, both done and said many things that I am sensible 
has proved of great disadvantage to this Town and the 
Continent in general ; and am now determined by my 
future conduct to convince the publick that Twill risk my 
life and interest in defence of. the constitutional privileges 
of this Continent, and humbly ask the forgiveness of my 
friends, and the Country in general for my past conduct. 

■■'-■■■■ P. Bailey. 
Portsmouth, N.H., May 11, 1775. '"""".. 

Whereas, I the subscriber, have, for a long series of 
time, both done and said many things that I am sensible 
has proved of great disadvantage to this Town and the 
Continent in general; and am now determined by my 
future conduct to convince the publick that I will risk my 
life and interest in defence of the constitutional privileges 
of this Continent, and humbly ask the forgiveness of my 
friends and the Country in general for my past conduct. 

James McMaster. 

Portsmouth, N. H., May 11, 1775. ."" "' , 

Whereas my past conduct hath made an ill impression 
upon the minds of many of the inhabitants of this Town 
and Province ; and as many view me unfriendly to the 
rights and liberties of British America, I hereby declare 
that I am Heartily sorry that any part of my conduct should 
have given uneasiness to any of the friends of America; 
and hereby engage to aid and assist in supporting the com- 
mon cause of America to the utmost of my power ; and I 
hope my future conduct will render me worthy of the 
friendship and protection of this Country. 

Thos. Achincloss. 
'Portsmouth, N.H., May 92, 1775'. 



COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL THOMAS. 

Cambridge, May 11, 1775. 

The Captains Caleb Wright and John Holmes, of the 
County of Berkshire, now report verbally, that your Ex- 
cellency is willing that about sixty of Colonel Felfows's 
men, who have not enlisted, may have liberty to return 
home, they having first the consent of this _Cpmmittee. 
We have conferred with his Excellency General Ward, 
upon the subject, and are of opinion that no liberty ought 
to be granted to any for that purpose until the camps are 
so far strengthened as that all who were called in upon the 
late alarm may have liberty to return ; and as the Troops 
from Connecticut are very soon expected, we think that 
these, with others which are daily coming in, will strength- 
en our hands so far as to relieve those who want to return 
to their homes. We are, &c. 



LETTER FROM FALMOUTH, MASS., TO A, GENTLEMAN .. IN 
WATERTOWN, DATED MAY 1 1 , 1775. 

Sir : It may not be disagreeable to you to have a more 
particular account of the solemn scene that has been acted 
here for two or three days past, than it can be expected 
common fame will give you. 

Last Tuesday morning, Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson, 
of Brunswick, with about fifty armed men, with each a 
small bough of spruce in his hat, and having a spruce pole, 
with a green top on it for a standard, landed on the back 
part of our Neck, at a place called Sandy Point, where is 
a thick grove of trees. In that place they lay, unknown 
to the people of the Town, seizing im'd detaining several 
persons that happened to pass that way, till abput. one 
o'clock, when Captain Mowat, the Surgeon of his ship, 
and the Reverend Mr. Wiswal, taking a walk thai way for 
their pleasure, were seized and made prisoners. As soon 
as' the master of the ship (one Hogg) heard of it, he wrote 
to Colonel Freeman, that if Captain Mowat and the other 
prisoners were not delivered up in an hour or two, (I do 
not certainly know the time,) he would lay the. Town in 
ashes. You can hardly conceive the consternation, confu- 
sion, and uproar that immediately ensued, Our women, 
were, I believe, every one of them til tears, or praying, or 
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screaming; precipitately leaving their houses, especially 
those whose husbands were not at home, and widows hur- 
rying their goods into countrymen's carts, never asking their 
names, though strangers, and carrying their children either 
out of Town, or up to the south end, according to the greater 
or less irritability of their nerves. Some persons bed-rid, 
or in childbed, were hastily removed, with no small danger 
" of their lives. Several gentlemen of the Town, who could 
attend it, and I among the rest, immediately repaired to 
Colonel Thompson' 's camp ; and after obtaining leave of 
the advance guard, were permitted to speak with him. We 
endeavoured to persuade him to deliver up the prisoners, 
by all the rational arguments we could think of, but he ap- 
peared inflexible, and even furious. Here and there one 
in the Town (none but Tories however) were at first for 
rescuing the prisoners by our Militia ; but the general voice 
of the Town was to observe a strict neutrality, excepting 
persuasives and arguments. 

Colonel Phinney, of Gorham, Colonel of the Minute^ 
Men, being in Town, and fearing a rescue, or for some 
other reason, sent out for his men, I suppose without asking 
the advice of any body ; and soon afterwards sent word 
that they need not come into Town. Night was coming 
on, and the weather cool and windy, which endangered the 
health of some of the gentlemen, at least in the open field. 
It was therefore agreed by Colonel Freeman and his ad- 
visers, at the desire of Mowat, and by the free consent of 
Thompson, that the company of Cadets should escort the 
party and the prisoners to Mr. Marston's, in order that a 
consultation rnigntlje further held there. The two com- 
panies' remained embodied before the door. Colonel 
Thompson remained unwilling to deliver up the prisoners, 
insisting much that Divine Providence had thrown them 
into his hands, and that it was open and settled war be- 
tween the Colonies and Britain. But he was more and 
more convinced that the whole force of the Town was 
against him, and found himself disappointed of a reinforce- 
ment that he expected to meet him here ; so that by about 
nine o'clock in the evening he was much cooled; and the 
prisoners giving their parole that they would deliver them- 
selves into his., hands at nine the next morning, General 
Preble and Colonel Freeman pledging themselves for them, 
he consented to set them at liberty. Upon which Mowat, 
having expressed his gratitude to the Town in strong terms, 
went aboard, and dismissed a number of our people, whom 
the master had, during the afternoon, caught in boats and 
made prisoners. But when Colonel Thompson' s men found 
that he had given Mowat his liberty, they were hard to 
pacify. Not only Colonel Phinney's Minute-Men, but 
most of the Militia from Gorham, Scarborough, Cape 
Elizabeth, and Stroudwater, in the whole amounting, it is 
said, to six hundred, came into Town before morning, highly 
enraged at Captain Mowat's being dismissed, and seem- 
ingly determined to destroy his ship. Wednesday morn- 
ing, when it was found that Mowat would not deliver hjm- 
self up, the Army took and made prisoners of General 
Preble and Colonel Freeman, threatening to treat them in 
the same manner as they would treat Mowat, if they had 
him. Even their children were not permitted to speak with 
them, and they had no dinner that day. All the officers of 
the companies then present agreed to resolve themselves 
into a Committee of Weu - ; and after some hesitation they 
admitted the officers of our companies on the Neck, into the 
Committee ; in which Committee a vote was passed by a 
considerable majority, that Captain Mowat's ship ought tp 
be destroyed. In the next place they appointed a Commit- 
tee out of their number, to consider in what manner it 
should be done. This Committee have not yet reported 
as I can find ; but they have proceeded to call men before 
them who werg suspected of being Tories, to question them, 
to draw promises from them, and especially to draw money 
and provisions from them. .The Reverend Mr. Wiswal 
delivered himself up very willingly, and seemed rather im- 
patient till they had bim with them ; saying to some that 
pas_sed by his door," he was ready to die at any time, as he 
knew he was in a good cause— ~the cause of the church of 
England. 

The Committee interrogated him concerning his politi- 
cal principles. He declared an abhorrence of the doctrine 
of passive obedience and non-resistance, and that he thought 



Great Britain had no right to tax America internally ; but 
as to the late Acts of Parliament, he had not examined 
them, and did not choose to give his opinion concerning 
them. .''.''.' 

Old Mr. Wyer had a file of men sent after him, who, 
holding a pistol to his breast, forced him to go before the 
Committee; and when there he was interrogated whether 
he had said, " the Militia ought to rescue Captain Mowat ?" 
to which he answered in the affirmative ; also, whether he 
did not think it an imprudent speech ? to which he answer- 
ed, yes ; also, whether he were of the same mind now ? 
He answered, no, as matters are circumstanced ; then 
whether he would say any thing again against the body of 
men in Town ? He said, no. The Committee soon agreed 
to dismiss him, and one of them said he was not worth their 
notice. He thanked the gentlemen for their civility, made 
a low bow, and departed. Captain Steward called to the. 
crowd before the door, to make way for Mr. Wyer, and told 
tbem out of the window the Committee had dismissed him 
as unworthy of their notice. 

Captain Pott was fetched before the Committee, with- 
out making any resistance, though he had made formidable 
preparations to defend himself. It is reported that the 
Committee made him give them, for the benefit of the body, 
about fifty Pounds, (old tenour,) in cash and provisions, 
and that they have bound him in a bond of two thour 
sand Pounds, to appear at the Congress of the Province, 
and give an account of himself to them. They taxed 
General Preble some barrels of bread and. a number of 
Cheeses, and two barrels of. rum for each company then in 
Town, which he readily gave them, Wednesday afternoon, 
in value about ten Pounds, lawful money. Wednesday 
evening they made out a bill of one hundred and fifty- 
eight Pounds, lawful money, against Prelle and Freeman, 
to satisfy the body for their lime and trouble in the expedi- 
tion ; but I hear they have dropped that demand. 

Yesterday morning they entered the house of Captain 
Coulson, and they use it as a barrack. The men made so 
free with a barrel of New-England rum, which they found 
in the cellar, that some of them were quite, and others 
almost drunken. 

Between meetings yesterday, Calvin Lombard, being 
raised with liquor, went down to the water side and fired a 
brace of balls at Mowat's ship, which penetrated deep in 
its sides. The fire was answered from a fusee on board, 
but with no aim to do execution. Captain Mowat imme- 
diately wrote to Colonel Freeman to "deliver up Calvin, 
and to raise the militia to dispel the mob from the country , 
as he called them, assuring him that otherwise he must fire 
upon the Town. This threw the Town again into a pan- 
ick, but we had, notwithstanding, a pretty full meeting in 
the afternoon. ...... 

Yesterday they hauled Captain Coulson's boat up to the 
house, where it remained till just now, three quarters after 
twelve, when near a hundred men hauled it up through the 
streets and into Captain Pearson's back lot, down almost 
to the Cove. It is reported that Mowat sent word, or 
wrote. on shore last .evening, that he had bought that boat 
o{ Coulson, and paid for it, and that if it were not returned 
immediately, or speedily, he would fire upon the Town. 
He doubtless saw it hauled away just now, but he has not 
fired as yet; and here I sit writing at my desk in the old 
place, being fully convinced that Mowat never will fire 
upon the Town, in any case whatever. My house is turn- 
ed into a kind of barrack. Several have removed bedding 
and other goods into it. We are full at nights. I don't 
know why people think themselves so safe here, unless it 
be because my wife is not yet much affrighted. 

This morning the Committee sent to Deacon Titcomb 
for one hundred pounds of bread, who returned for answer 
that he had no bread but what he wanted for himself;' but 
if the company would go out of Town immediately, he 
would give it them. Colonel Phinney promised that he 
would do his utmost endeavour to get them.out of Town 
to-day ; therefore the bread was delivered. 

Friday, 3 o'clock. — They have just hauled another boat 
over to Back Cove, and left it with the former. The boat 
belongs to the ship. They have this day carried off Mr. 
Tyng's Bishop, a piece of plate said to be worth five hun- 
dred Pounds, (olcT tenour,) and his laced hat ; but they say 
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they only take these things as pawns, to make the owners 
behave better, or to that purpose. 

Friday, 6 o'clock. — The Gorham Company being the 
only one that remained here since Wedneday evening, ex- 
cepting Thompson, are now gone out of Town, being urged 
and coaxed to it by Colonel Phinney. The Town thinks 
itself greatly relieved by it. 

These companies paid no regard to the fast yesterday. 
I cannot find that any of them attended publick worship, 
except one ; nor any of their officers, except Colonel Phin- 
ney. He was sent for to Back Cove by Colonel Mitchell 
and Colonel Merrill, who were vexed at the proceedings 
of the armament, and came to give advice. But Thomp- 
son would not wait on his senior. 

The soldiery thought nothing too bad to say of the Fal- 
mouth gentry. - Some of them were heard to say as they 
walked the streets yesterday, " this Town ought to be laid 
hi ashes." I find the plan was concerted beforehand on 
purpose to humble Falmouth, for its arrogance in sending 
a message to Thompson last week, to dissuade him from 
coming to take the ships. He then wrote to Colonel Free- 
manthat he had wholly laid aside his design ; and being 
reminded of it, his answer was, " there is policy in war." 

Saturday, A. M. — Thompson is not gone, as we sup- 
posed last night. The ship has sent out a little vessel with 
a swivel, to interrupt him. If he had gone last night he 
would have been destroyed. Your friend and servant. 

P. S. Being disappointed last Saturday of sending the 
above, I am now able to add something more. Captain 
Mowat sent a letter to the Town on Saturday, informing 
them tha.t lie had beard that fort guns were going to be 
brought in and replaced, in order to destroy his ship ; and 
demanding of the Town to return his boats, and drive out 
of Town the cowardly mob that was here. The Select- 
men warned a Town-Meeting, to meet at eight o'clock, 
Monday morning. They met accordingly, and gave Mowat 
such an answer as pleased him: "That the Town disap- 
proved of the proceedings of the armed body, but that we 
were unable to resist them." 

The Reverend Mr. Wiswal went on board ship on Sa- 
turday ; and Sabbath morning sent to his Wardens that he 
should not preach in the church, but that they might come 
on board if they pleased, and hear him. None went. 
Some say he has taken a final leave of his people ; how it 
is I cannot yet find out. His family remains here, and he 
is gone to Portsmouth ; some say and think to get himself 
a settlement there. His people seem to be universally set 
against him, except a few high Tories, and wish never to 
see his face any more. 

Yesterday Mowat and Coulson and their ships departed 
for Portsmouth. ~* 

COMMITTEE OF DEER ISLAND TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 
, " CONGRESS. 

Deer Island, Lincoln County, May 11, 1775. 

Sirs : We, who are the Committee of this Town, do desire 
to make our complaint unto you, and will inform you in 
what poor circumstances we are at this time; and would 
beg your assistance, as we are without powder and ball, and 
no way to get any, as our wood and lumber will not sell at 
any price ; and, gentlemen, we are in great want for corn 
and pork, and shall s ffer, unless we have help from you, 
and unless the ports are opened and trade goes on. And, 
gentlemen, if you will be so kind unto us as to help us, we 
will make you full satisfaction for the same when we can 
sell our lumber. We would inform you that there is on 
this Island about three hundred souls, and we beg that you 
would consider what a poor condition we must be in. 
Centlemen, we can't purchase either corn or pork at any 
rate whatsoever, and hope that your love and regard for 
your brethren, and true sons of liberty,~will send u,s speedy 
relief. And,, gentlemen, in complying with the above, you 
will greatly oblige your humble servants, 

Nathan Dow, Robert Nason, 

Francis Haskell, Samuel Rayner, 
Covitney Babidge, Isaiah Crockett. 
Thomas Thomson. 

To the Hon. Gentlemen of the Provincial Congress. 



committee or the Massachusetts congress to the 

COMMITTEE OX INSPECTION, NEW-YORK. 

Watertown, May 11, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We are directed by the Congress of this 
Colony, who are just informed that two men-of-war, the 
Asia, and one other, with three or four companies of Troops 
on board, sailed yesterday from Boston for your place, to 
give you the earliest notice thereof. 

It is supposed that they have orders to securethe am- 
munition and military stores in the Fort of your City, &c, 
and your noble exertions in the common cause have given 
the Congress reason to think that a timely information rela- 
tive to the matter, would be important to you. The post 
is now in waiting, which prevents us from indulging an in- 
clination of enlarging. We are, respectfully, gentlemen, 

&tc, Elbridge Gerry, ~) ^ ... n ~ 

' T X xr ' I Committee of 

James Warren, > ,-, — J 

n T ' V Congress, 

Benjamin Lincoln, ) •= 

T\) the Committee of Inspection of New-York. 



COMMITTEE AT TICONDEROGA TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 
CONGRESS. 

Ticonderoga, May 10, 1775. 
To the Provincial Congress now sitting at Watertown: 

This is to certify, that previous to Colonel Benedict Ar- r 
Hold's arrival to the Forts Ticonderoga and Croivn Point, 
a Committee sent from the. Colony of Connecticut, fur- 
nished with money for the purpose of reducing and garri- 
soning said Forts, had, with the assistance of seventy men 
from the Massachusetts, and one hundred and forty from 
the New-Hampshire Grants, marched within a few. miles 
of Ticonderoga, and this morning, at daybreak, took pos- 
session of said Fort, and have given jlie_cqrnmand_ thereof 
into the hands of Colonel Ethan Allen. „, Ajjd s^_Arnold 
refuses to give up his command, which causes much diifi- 
culty ; said Arnold not having enlisted one man, neither do 
we know that he has or could do it._ And ..as said. Com- 
mittee have raised the men, and are still raising supplies 
for the purpose of repairing said Forts, taking the armed 
sloop, and defending this Country and said Forts, we think 
that said Arnold's farther procedure in this matter. highly 
inexpedient, both in regard to expense and defence. 

James Easton, Eoward Mott, 
Epap. Bull, Noah Phelps. 

Committee of War for the Expedition against Ticon- 
deroga and Crown Point. 



ETHAN ALLEN TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Ticonderoga, May 11, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I have to inform youTvith pleasure unfelt 
before, that on break of day of the tenth of May, 1775, 
by the order of the General Assembly of the Colony of 
Connecticut, took the Fortress of Ticojidefoga by storm. 
The soldiery was composed of about one hundred Greets 
Mountain Boys, and near fifty veteran soldiers from the 
Province of the Massachusetts-Bay. ' The latter was under 
the command of Colonel James.. Easton, who behaved with 
great zeal and fortitude, not only in council, but in the as- 
sault. The soldiery behaved with such resistless fury, that, 
they so terrified the King's Troops that they durst not 
fire on their assailants, and our soldiery was agreeably dis- 
appointed. The soldiery behaved with uncommon; rancour 
when they leaped into the Fort: and it must be confessed 
that the Colonel has greatly contributed to the taking of 
that Fortress, as well as John Brown, Esq., Attorney at 
Law, who was also an able counsellor, and was personally 
in the attack. I expect the Colonreswjll maTntgTn this 
Fort. As to the cannon and warhkej teres, I hope they 
may serve the cause of liberty instead of tyranny, and I 
humbly implore your assistance in immediately assisting 
the Government of Connecticut jn §£teh\\^n<y a garrison in 
the reduced premises. Colonel Easton will inform you at 
large. From, gentlemen, your most obedient humble ser- 
vant, Ethan Allen. 

To the Honourable Congress of the Province of the Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, or Council of War.. 
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BENEDICT ARNOLD TO THE COMMITTEE 0E SAFETY. 

Ticonderoga, May 11, 1775. 
Gentlemen : I wrote you yesterday that arriving in the 
vicinity of this place, I found one hundred and fifty men 
collected at the instance of some gentlemen from Connect- 
icut (designed on the same errand on which I came) headed 
by Colonel Ethan Allen, and that I had joined them, not 
thinking proper to wait the arrival of the Troops I bad 
engaged on the road, but to attempt the Fortby surprise ; 
that we had taken the Fort at four o'clock yesterday 
morning without opposition, and had made prisoners, one 
Captain, one Lieutenant, and forty odd privates and subal- 
terns, and that we found the Fort In a most ruinous condi- 
tion and not worth repairing ; that a party of fifty men were 
gone to Crown Point, and that I intended to follow with as 
many men to seize the sloop, &ic, and that I intended to 
keep possession, here until I had farther advice from you. 
On and before our taking ^possession here, I had agreed with 
Colonel Allen to issue further orders jointly, until I could 
raise a sufficient number of men to relieve his people; on 
which plan we proceeded when I wrote you yesterday, since 
which, Colonel Allen, finding he had the ascendancy over 
his people, positively insisted I should have no command, 
as I had forbid the soldiers plundering and destroying pri- 
vate property. The power is now taken out of my hands, 
and I am not consulted, nor have I a voice in any matters. 
There is here at present hear one hundred men, who are in 
the greatest confusion and anarchy, destroying and plunder- 
ing private property, committing every enormity, and pay- 
ing no attention to publick service. The party I advised 
were gone to Crown Point, we returned, having met with 
head winds, and that expedition, and taking the sloop, 
(mounted with six guns,) is entirely laid aside. There is 
not the least regularity among the Troops, but every thing 
is governed by whim and caprice; the soldiers threatening 
to leave the garrison on the least affront. Most of them 
must return, home soon, as their families are suffering. 
Under our present situation, I believe one hundred men 
would retake the Fortress, and there seems no prospect of 
things being in a better situation, I have therefore thought 
proper to send an express, advising you of the state of 
affairs, not doubting you will take the matter into your 
serious consideration, and order a number of Troops to join 
those I have coming on here, or that you will appoint some 
other person to take the command of them and this place, 
as you shall think most proper. Colonel Allen is a proper 
man to head his own wild people, but entirely unacquainted 
with military service ; and as I am the only person who has 
been legally authorized to take possession of this place, I 
am determined to insist on my right, and I think it my duty 
to remain here against all opposition, until I have further 
orders. I cannot comply with your orders in regard to the 
cannon, &.c, for want of men. I have wrote to the Gov- 
ernour and General Assembly of Connecticut, advising them 
of my appointment, and giving them an exact detail of 
"matters as they stand at present. I should be extremely 
glad to be honourably acquitted of my commission, and that 
a proper person, might be appointed in my room. But as 
I have, in consequence of my orders from you, gentlemen, 
been the first person who entered and took possession of 
the Fort, I shall keep it, at every hazard, until I have 
further advice and orders from you and the General As-. 
sembly.of Connecticut. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient 
humble servant, Benedict Arnold. 

P. S. It is impossible, to advise you how many cannon 
are here and at Crown Point, as many of them are buried 
in' the ruins. There is a large number of iron, and some 
brass, and mortars, Sic, lying on the edge of the Lake, 
which, as the Lake is high, are covered with water. The 
confusion we have been in has prevented my getting proper 
information, further than that there are marry cannon, shells, 
■" mortars, &sc, which may be veiy serviceable to our Army 
at Cambridge. B. A. 



EDWARD MOTT TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS.. 

Shoreham, May 11, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I would congratulate you on the surrender 
of the Garrison of Ticonderoga to the American forces.. 



The affair was planned antf conducted after the following 
manner. A number of the principal gentlemen of the As- 
sembly at Hartford, on Friday, the twenty-eighth of April, 
conversing on the distress ed condition o f the people of [Bos- 
ton, and the means necessary to relieve^them, fell on the 
scheme to take that Fortress, that we might have the ad- 
vantage of the cannon th at were the re, to relieve the peo- 
ple of Boston. I told the gentlemen that in my opinion 
it might be taken by surprise with a k\v men, if properly 
conducted. On which they desired me, if I was willing to 
serve my Country in that way, to join Captain Noah Phelps, 
of Simsbury, and Mr. Bernard Koma ns, on that design, 
and furnished us with thr ee hundred Pounds in cash, from 
the Treasury, and desire d us to go forward to the upper 
Towns, and search into t he situation o£ sajd j jarrisp n, and, 
if I thought proper, to proceed to take possession of the 
same. On which we c ollected to the number of sixteen 
men in Connecticut, and proceeded forward till we came to 
Colonel Easton's, at Pittsjield, and there consulted with 
Colonel Easton and Joh n Brow n, Esq., who, after they 
heard our plan of operation, agree? to join us; and, after 
informing them that we Tntended ra ising our men on the 
Grants for the aforesaid purpose, aslt wouIcTbe difficult to 
raise and march a numbe rl)f m en through the country any 
distance, without our plans being discovered, Colonel Easton 
and Mr. Brown told us that the people on the Grants 
were poor, and at this tiine_of year it would be difficult to 
raise a sufficient number o T.me_nXEe r_e_to take and hold said 
Garrison, whereupon Colonel Easton offered to raise men 
in his own Regiment for the aforesai d" purpose, to join with 
the Green Mountain Boys. On which I set out with him 
for the Town of Jericho, where Colonel ^Easton raised be- 
tween forty and fifty men, and proceeded to Bennington, 
at which place the men arrived the next day. At which 
place a Council of War wjls _ca]Ie37 Colonel Easton being 
Chairman, it was voted that Colonel Allen should send 
forward parties to secur e~the roadsToThe northward, to 
prevent all intelligence from arriving before us. On Sun-, 
day evening, the seventh ofThis instant, (JSJay) we arrived 
at Castleton, where, the TTFxTday, was hehTa Council of 
War by a Committee chosen' for that purpose, of which 
Committee I had the ho nour to be C h airma n. After de- 
bating and consulting on different methods of procedure in 
order to accomplish our designs, if was concluded and Voted 
that we would proceed in the following manner, viz: That 
a party of thirty men, tfhde r the command of Captain 
Merrick, should, on the next day, In the afternoon, pro- 
ceed to Skcnesborough, a nd take into cu stody Major Skene 
and his party, and take possession of all the boats that 
they should find there, ami in the night proceed up the 
Lake to Shoreham., with the remainder of our men, which 
was about one hundred a nd for ty, who were under the com- 
mand of Colonel Ethan Allen , and Colonel James Easton 
was his second, and Captain W arner the third in command ; 
as these three men were the persons who raised the men, 
they were chosen to cornnrand, and to rank according to 
the number of men that each one rai sed ,__ W_e also sent 
off Captain Douglass, of Jericho, to proceed directly to 
Panton, and there cons ult his brothe r -in-l aw, who lived 
there, and send down so mehoaistoShorehar n, if possible, to 
help our people over to tbVTort. All this was concluded 
should be done, or attempted, and voted universally. After 
this affair was all settled, and the men pitched on to go in 
each party, all were prepirrfrrg for their march, being then 
within about nine miles of Sken esborough, and about 
" twenty-five miles, the wayvTe^werft, from Ticonderoga. 
Colonel Arnold arriv ed to u s from you with his orders. 
We were extremely rejoiced to see that you fully agreed 
with us as to the expediency and importance of taking pos- 
session of those garrison¥p3ut were shockingly surprised 
when Colonel Arnold presumed to contend for the com- 
mand of those forces that^e.hadjaised, who we had as- 
sured should go under th e command o f their own officers, 
and be paid and maintai ned by the Colony of Connecticut. 
But Mr. Arnold, after to had generously told him our 
whole plan, strenuously contended and insisted that he had 
a right to command them and all theliy offi cers, which bred 
such a mutiny among th e sold iers winch had nearly frus- 
trated our whole design/aTour merrwere for clubbing their 
fire-locks and marching home, tut were prevented by Col- 
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onel Allen and Colonel Easton, who told them that he 
should not hayjL the c ommand of t hem, and if he had, their 
pay would he the same as though they were under their 
commafid ; but they would damn the pay, and say they 
would not be commanded by any others but those they 
engaged with ; and after the Garrison was surrendered, 
Mr. Arnold again assumed the command of the Garrison, 
although he had not one man there, and demanded it of 
Colonel Allen, on which we gave Colonel Allen his orders 
in writing, as follows, viz: 



" To Colonel Ethan Allen. 

" Sir : Whereas, agreeable to the power and authority to 
us given by the Colony of Connecticut, we have appointed 
you to take the command of a party of men, and reduce 
and take possession of the Garrison at Ticonderoga, and 
the dependencies thereto belonging, and as you are now 
in actual possession of the same, you are hereby required 
tolceep the command and possession of the same, for the 
use 6f the American Cpjonies, until you have further orders 
from the Colony of Connecticut, or the Continental Con- 
" gressT""' "" ~~'™^ =l "*- ! == 

" Signed by order of the Committee of War : 

--.-— -—"Edward Mott, Chairman." 



Colonel James Easton was of great service both in coun- 
cil and action, and in raising men for the above expedition, 
and appeared to be well qualified to be not only a Colonel 
of the Militia at home, but to command in the field. And 
also John Brown, Esq., of Pittsficld, we recommend as 
an able counsellor, and full of spirit and resolution, as well 
as good conduct ; wish they may both be employed in the 
service of their Country equal to their merit. 

I have the pleasure to add, that on Wednesday morning 
last, the tenth of this instant {May) about the break of day, 
our men entered the gate, till when they were undiscovered, 
and in the most courageous and intrepid manner darted like 
lightning upon the guards, so that but two had time to snap 
their fire-locks at us, and in a few minutes the Fortress, 
with its dependencies, were delivered into our hands. There 
are about forty soldiers taken prisoners of war, including 
officers and excluding those taken at Skenesborough. Not 
one life lost in these noble acquisitions. 

I am, gentlemen, in haste, your most obedient humble 
servant, Edward Mott, 

Chairman of the Committee of War. 
To the Honourable Provincial Congress, or to the Council 

of War for the Province of Massachusetts-Bay. Per 

favour of Colonel James Easton. 
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CONN ECTICUT A SS EMBLY. 

At a General Assembly of the Governour and Company 
of the English Colony of Connecticut in New-England, 
in America, holden at Hartford, in said Colony, on the 
second Thu?jid~gy ot May, being the eleventh day of said 
month, and continued by several adjournments until the 
thirty-first day of the same month, Annoque Domini 
1775:' Present: 

The Ho nourable Jonathan Tr umbull, Esq., Governour; 
the Honourable Matthew G 'risiv old, Esq., Deputy Govern- 
our; Jabez Ilgmlin, Elisha Sheldon, Eliphalet Dyer, 
Jabez Huntington, William Pitkin, Roger Sherman, Wil- 
liam Samuel Johnson, Abraham Davenport, Joseph Spen- 
cer, Oliver Wolcott, James Abraham Hilhouse, Esquires, 
Assistants. ~7~__ " . 

Representatives _ or_JDeputies of the Freemen of the 
several Towns are as follow, viz : 



HARTTOTtDf^- Colonel John Pit kin, Col. Samuel Wyllys. 

WEATKERSFnrLp.-^Major Thomas Belding. 

EA.STzW-l*&$%Pjt7rNi i JViUiarn_ Wolcott, Colonel Erastus 
Wolcott.. "1^1 " L 

Symsbtjry.,— -Captain Judah Holcomb, Mr. Asahal Hol- 
comb- 

Wixj3"SOR.=rQaptain Henry Allen, Captain Jonah Phelps. 

Farmingtqn.— Captain Isaac Lee, Mr. Jonathan Root. 

Suffield.— Mr , Al exander Kin g, Captain John Leavitt. 

EAST-HAPgAir.-^-Mr. Dani e l Br ainard, Mr. Jabez Chap- 
man, :_tT..:.iri "~~ ~ ~: 

STAFFORD.-e-Capt. Isaac Finney, Captain Samuel, Davis. 
Hapdam..— ^Captain Joseph Brooks, Mr. Joseph Smith. 
CoLCHESTER«rr:Mr._Henry Champion, Dr. John Watrous. 
Sometis.- — Mr. R euben Sikes, Captain Emery Pease. 
Hebhqpt.— ^Captain Benjamin Buel, Captain Obadiah 

Hosford. 
GLAsiEjBTn^^Captain Jonathan Wells, Mr. Ebenezer 

Plummer..S ~-~— ~ - 

MiDDLETowx^CoJTiWa^etP '1 'alcott, Mr. Titus Hosmer. 
Bolton.— Mr. Benjamin Trumbull, Mr. Seth King. 
Tolland.— Capt. Solomon Wells, Captain Samuel Chap- 

maW 1 ^g*W»-^«"»BMarii'ii»JB.g 

WiLLiNGTOJC^rrMaj. Elijah Fenton, Capt.. Timothy Pearl. 
ENEiELp.-^Major Nathaniel Terry, Mr. Nathaniel Cha- 

pin, _ "1 ' "" " ""-' ' ~^~ " 
Chatham.— Mr. David S age, Mr. Ebenezer White. 
New-Haven. v — Mr. ^amuet_Bishop, Captain Jonathan 

Fitch. ~ ~'~ "' 

Durham.— Colonel James Wadsworth, Mr. Daniel Hall. 
Guilford. — Colonel Andrew W ard, Mr. John Burgess. 
Derby.— Captain John Holbroolf, Mr. Joseph Hull. 
Waterb uky.— Mr. Joseph Hopkins, Colonel Jonathan 

Baldwin^ r - 

Milford.- — Captain John Fowler, Mr. Ephraim Strong. 



Branfohd. — Captain Edward Russell, Mr. Daniel Page. 

Wallingford. — :Mr. Samuel Beach, Captain Thaddeus 
Cook. 

New-London. — Mr. Richard. Low, Mr. William Hil- 
house. 

Norwich.; — Mr. Benjamin Huntington, Mr. Samuel Hun- 
tington. - 

Stonington. — Mr. Charles Phelps, Mr. Nathaniel Minor. 

Killingworth. — Captain Elnathan Stevens, Capt. John 
Pierson. 

Groton. — -Mr. Thomas Mumford, Mr. Nathan Crallop. 

Preston. — Captain Roger Sperry, Colonel John Tyler. 

Lyme. — -Mx. Marshfield Parsons, Mr. Ezra Selden. 

Saybrook. — Captain John Ely. 

Fairfield.— Mr. Jonathan Sturgess, Captain Samuel 
Squier. 

Stratford. — Captain Robert Fairchild, Captain Ichabod 
Jjewis. , 

Stamford, — Col. Charles Webb, Col. David Waterbury. 

Danbuhy. — Colonel Joseph Piatt Cook, Mr. Thomas Tay- 
lor, Junior. 

Ridgefield.— Mr. Lemuel Morehouse. 

Reading. — Mr. William Ilawley. 

Norwalk. — Mr. Thomas fielding. 

New-F airfield. — Mr. Ephraim Hubbel, Captain Nehe- 
miah Beardslee. 

Greenwich. — Major John Mead, Mr. Peter Mead. 

Newtown. — Mr. Joseph Beach. 

Windham.- — Colonel Jedediah Elderkin, Mr. Ebenezer 
Devotion. 

Lebanon. — Colonel William WilUams,_ Mr. Jonathan 
Trumbull, Junior. 

Mansfield. — Colonel Experience Storrs, Mr. Nathaniel 
Atwood. 

Woodstock. — Captain Elisha Child, Captain Samuel 
McClellen. 

Coventry. — Captain Ebenezer Kingsbury, Mr. Jeremiah 
Ripley. 

Canterbury. — -Mr. David Payne, Mr. Eliashib Adams. 

Killingly. — Mr. Stephen Crosby, Capt. Ehazar Warren. 

Pomfret. — General Israel Putnam, Mr, .Elisha. Lord. 

Ashford. — Captain Benjamin Sumner, Captain Ichabod 
Ward. 

Plainfield. — Captain James Bradford, Mr. William 
Robinson. 

Voluntown. — Major James Gordon, Mr. Robert Hun- 
ter. ."■■-- • r 

Litchfield.— Mr. Jedediah Strong, Major David Welch. 
Woodbury. — Mr. Daniel Sherman, Captain Increase 

Moseley. 
Salisbury. — Colonel Joshua Porter, Captain Abel Camp. 
Kent,— Mr. Ephraim Hubbel, Junior, Captain Eliphalet 

Whittlesey. 
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Canaan: — Mr. AsaheJ Bebee, Captain Samuel Forbes. 

Sharon.— Major Ebenezer Gay, Mr. James Pardee. 

New-Milforp,-— "Major Samuel Canfield, Captain Shei-- 
man Boardman. 

Goshen. — Colonel Ebenezer Norton, Captain .Samuel 
Nash. 

New-Hartford.— Major Abel Merrill, Mr. Zebulon 
Merrill. 

Cornwall.- — Mr, Heman Swift, Captain Thomas Porter. 

Torrington.— Major Epaphras Sheldon, Mr. Noah Mar- 
shall. 

Harwxnton:— Mr. Josiah Phelps, Mr. Mark Prindle. 

Westmoreland.— Captain Zebulon Butler, Major Eze- 
kiel Pierce. 

William Williams, Esquire, Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives ,; Richard Law, Esquire, Clerk. 

An Act in further addition to an Act entitled an Act for 
forming and regulating the Militia, anS for the en- 
couragement of military skill, for the better defence of 
..-.■; this Colony. 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre- 
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authori- 
ty of the same, That the Town of Westmoreland shall be 
one entire Regiment, distinguished and called by the name 
of the Twenty-Fourth Regiment, and shall be under the 
same rules and orders, and have the same powers, privi- 
leges", and advantages, as other Regiments of this Colony 
by law have. 

An Act in further addition to an Act entitled An Act for 
forming and regulating the Militia, and for the en- 
couragement of military skill, for the better defence of 
this Colony. 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre- 
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authori- 
ty of the same, That the Towns of Middletown and Chat- 
ham shall be one entire Regiment, distinguished and called 
by the name of the Twenty-Third Regiment, and shall be 
under the same rules and orders, and have the same powers, 
privileges, and advantages as other Regiments of this Colo- 
ny by law have. 

An Act in addition to an Act made and passed at a Gene- 
ral Assembly holden at Hartford, on the second Wed- 

. nesday of January, 1774, incorporating and consti- 
tuting the Town of Westmoreland; 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre- 
sentatives in General Court assembled, and. by the authori- 
ty of the same, That the bounds of the Town of Westr 
mor eland be, and they are hereby extended westward until 
they meet with the line lately settled with the Indians at 
Fort Stanivix, commonly called the Stanwix Line, bound- 
ing north and south on the north and south lines of this 
Colony; and tlie inhabitants on said tract of land annexed 
as aforesaid are hereby incorporated with said Town of 
Westmoreland, and the same is hereby annexed to the 
■County of Litchfield, to be under the same regulations 
and restrictions as are in and by said Act incorporating 
said Town of Westmoreland provided. 

Whereas a sum of Money is necessary for payment of 
incident charges of Government: Be it enacted hy the 
Governour, Council, and Representatives in General Court 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, That there 
be forthwith imprinted the sum of Fifty-Thousand Pounds, 
Bills of Credit on this Colony, equal to lawful money, of 
suitable denominations, as the Committee Herein appointed 
shall direct, and of the same tenour with the late emission 
of Bills of. Credit of this Colony, without interest, paya- 
ble at or before the first day of June, Anno Domini 1778, 
dated the first day of June, 1775; and Jabez Hamlin, 
William Pitkin, George Wyllys, Elisha Williams, Benja- 
min Payne, Thomas Seymour, and Jesse Root, Esquires, 
or any three of them, are appointed a. Committee for the 
purpose aforesaid, to take care said Bills be imprinted with 
all convenient speed, and to sign and "deliver the same to 
the Treasurer of this Colony, taking his receipt therefor, 
' and the said Committee shall be sworn to a faithful dis- 
charge of their trust ; and the Treasurer is hereby directed 
to pay out said Bills according to the order of Assembly. 

And for providing an ample and sufficient Fund to call 
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in, sink, and discharge the aforesaid sum to be emitted as 
aforesaid : Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
a Tax of Seven-Pence on the Pound be, and is hereby 
granted and ordered to be leviejj on a]l the polls and rate- 
able estate in this Colony, according to the list thereof, to 
be brought into this Assembly in October, 1776, with 
the. additions; which Tax shall be collected and paid into 
the Treasury of this Colony by the first day of June, 
Anno. Domini 1778; which Tax may be discharged by 
paying the Bills of this Colony of this emission; or lawful 
money. And the Treasurer of this Colony is hereby or- 
, dered and directed to send forth his warrants for collecting 
the sameaccprdingly. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the .Embargo laid by 
the General Assembly at their session in April last, be 
continued on the several articles mentioned in the Act of 
said Assembly laying said Embargo, until the first daypf 
August next, and the same is.continued by this Assembly; 
and his Honour the Governour is desired to issue his " 
Proclamation accordingly: provided, nevertheless, , that his 
Honour the Governour, by and with the advice of tfie 
Council, be, and is hereby empowered to discontinue such 
Embargo, in whole or in part, at any time when it may be 
judged proper and expedient. ...'*' 

Resolved by this Assembly, That there be provided 
ninety Marque or Officers' Tents, and five hundred Tents 
for private Soldiers, and also Cloth for forty -eight marque 
tents and four hundred and sixty tents for private soldiers ; ; 
one thousand and ninety-eight iron Pots Xh at will contain 
about ten quarts each, unless a number of tin" Kettles are " 
already provided, in which case the number of pots be 
reduced to the number that will remain after deducting 
said kettles, but if the number of pots cannot be procured, ~ 
.then the defect to be supplied with tin kettles ; /and one 
thousand and ninety-eight Pails ; two brass Kettles that* , 
will contain from eight to twelve gallons, for the use of 
each Company; two : thousand and five hundred wooden 
Bowls, in the whole ; four Frying Pans for the use of each 
Company; six thousand quart Rundlets; sixty. Drums, and 
one hundred and twenty Fifes, r all , for the use of said 
Troops; six Standards, one for each Regiment, distin- 
guished by their colour as follows, viz : for the" first "yel- 
low, for the second blue, for the third scarlet, for the fourth 
crimson, for the fifth white, and for the sixth azure-; a 
Medicine Chest and apparatus to the value not exceeding 
Forty Pounds, for each Regiment, under the direction of 
the respective Surgeons, with a capital set of .Instruments 
for the use of the whole corps on each particular destina- 
tion, and that whatever of medicine, apparatus^ and instru- ' 
ments are left or not used, be returned for the use of the 
Colony; aboiit seventy Books, each in quarto, consist- 
ing of one quire of paper, covered with cartridge 1 paper;' 
two reams of writing paper immediately ; also ten reams 
of paper for making cartridges ; and also one Cart or Wagon . 
for each Company. .• , 

And it is further resolved by this Assembly, That the 
allowance of Provisions for said Troops be as follows, viz : _ 
three-quarters of a pound of Pork, or one pound of Beef, 
and also one pound of Bread or Flour, with three pints of 
Beans to each man per day, the beef to be fresh two days '."■ 
in the week ; and also half a pint of Rice or a pint of In- 
dian-Meal, and also six ounces of Butter; also three pints 
of Peas or Beans to each man per week ; also : one gill of 
Rum to each man uponTatigue per day, and not at any 
other time; Milk, Molasses, Candles, Soap, Vinegar, ." 
Coffee, Chocolate, Sugar, Tobacco, Onions in; their season, 
and Vegetables be provided for said Troops, at the dis- 
cretion of the General and Field Officers. _\\ 

And it is further resolved by this Assembly, That. One 
Shilling and Six Pence shall be paid to each of said men 
who shall supply themselves with three pounds of Ball, 
also Three Shillings for a pound of Powder, and T Three 
Pence for half a dozen Flints; in case of failure such 
defect to be supplied by the Selectmen of each Town re- 
spectively out of the Town Stock, and in case of further 
failure the deficiency of three pounds of ball, one pound 
of powder, and six flints to each man, shall be .supplied 
out of the stock of ammunition belonging to this Colony, 
arid the Treasurer is hereby directed to order the same 
accordingly. Those Troops who march Eastward to be 
supplied out of the Colony stock at New-London, Nor- 
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wich, Windham, or Mansfield ; and that the . account of 
powder, ball, and flints that shall be supplied by the several 
Towns, shall be .adjusted by two Assistants or Justices of 
the Peace, and delivered, to tlie Selectman of such respec- 
tive. Towns, who shall present the same to the Committee 
of the Pay-Table, who shall give an order pn the Trea- 
- surer to pay the sum due to "such Selectmen accordingly; 
and thai the. Paymaster of each Company shall take a 
particular account of the powder, ball, and flints that each" 
person belonging to such Company shall provide for him- 
self, and shall procure an order on the Treasurer from the 
Committee of the Pay-Table for the sums due. for the same 

. according to the jates aforesaid, and such Paymaster shall 
receive "arid pay the same to each person to whom it is due 
accordingly; and that five thousand of the flints that belong 
to this Colony shall be sent to Neiv-London, and five 
thousand of ditto to Norwich, ten thousand of ditto, to Wind- 
ham, five thousand of ditto to remain at New-Haven, three 

'-..' thousand ..of ditto be sent to Fairfield, and two thousand 
be. sent to Litchfield, and delivered to the Keepers of the 
Colony Stores in those places ; and that one ton of the ball 
belonging to the Colony, in the care of the Treasurer, be 
forthwith sent to JVindliam. , 

■ An Act for encouraging the Manufacturing Fire- Arms 

and Military Stores within this Colony, for the safety 

and defence thereof. 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre- 
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authori- 
ty of the same, That there be procured, as soon as may 
be, three thousand stands of. Arms for the use of this Colo- 
ny/ of the following dimensions, viz: the length of the 
barrel of the gun three feet and ten, inches, the diameter 
of the bore from inside to inside three-quarters of an inch, 
the length of the blade of the bayonet sixteen inches, the 
Jength of the socket fourinches and one-quarter; that the 
barrels gf the guns be of a suitable thickness, with iron 
ramrods, with a spring in the lowest loop to secure the 
raffirorj ; a good substantial lock, and a good stock well 
rnounted with brass, and marked with the name or initial 
letters of the, maker's name. 

" And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That a Bounty of Five Shillings shall be given for every 
stand of Arms, including a good lock,. (hat shall be manu- 
factured within this Colony by or before the twentieth day 
of October next ; provided the same be not made for or 
sold to any person not belonging to this Colony; and also 
that, , a bounty or premium of One Shilling and Six Pence 
be given, for every good Gun-lock that shall be made and 
manufactured within this Colony by or before the twentieth 
day of October next; and that all such arms made and 
manufactured in this Colony by or before the twentieth day 
of October next, shall be purchased by this Colony at a 
' reasbiiable price over and above the premium or bounty 
aforesaid. 

And it is. further, enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
, That William Williams, William Hilhousc, Titus IJosmer, 
Ichabod Lewis, Ebenezer Norton, and Erastus Wolcott, 
Enquires, be, and they are hereby appointed a Committee, 
to procure said Fire- Arms to be made . and completed ac- 
cording to the direction of .this Act ; and said Committee 
. are" hereby ordered and directed forthwith to make inquiry 
what number of fire-arms. and gun-locks may probably be 

■ made and furnished in the several parts of this Colony by 
the, twentieth day of October next, and report the same to 
his" Honour, the Governour as soon as may be. . And said 

* Committee are also hereby empowered and directed, to re- 
ceive stich sums, of money out of the publick Treasury as 
may be necessary to pay for the arms that shall be made 
and completed pursuant to this Act "by the time limited as 
aforesaid, with the bounty and premium aforesaid; and the 
Treasurer of thjs Colony is hereby ordered and directed to 
pay the same accordingly. And said Committee are here- 
by directed to pay the same to the several persons to whom 
it is due pursuant to this Act, according to the orders and 
directions they shall receive from the General Assembly of 
this Colony for that purpose., and receive and secure such, 
arnis.sopurcbased for the, use aind benefit of this Colony. 

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 

Thai a bounty or premium of Ten Pounds shall be given 

:^ for every fifty pounds weight of Saltpetre that shall be 



made and manufactured from materials .found in this. Colo- 
ny within one year next after the rising of this Assembly, 
and So in proportion for a greater or lesser "quantity. And 
also that a bounty or premium of Five Pounds shall be 
given for every hundred pounds weight of Sulphur that, 
shall be made and manufactured within this Colony from 
materials found in any of the British Colonies on the Con- 
tinent of America within one year next after the rising of 
this. Assembly, and so in proportion for a greater or lesser 
quantity. 

An Act for Regulating and Ordering the Troops that 

are or may be raised for the defence of this Colony. 

Whereas God in his providence hath been pleased in 
great mercy to bestow upon the inhabitants of this Colony 
all the rights, liberties, and immunities of the free and 
natural-born, subjects of. the Realm of England, /which 
have been established and confirmed by a sacred compact, 
and secured by a Royal Charter— which rights, liberties, 
and immunities were the birthright of our brave, virtuous, 
and religious ancestors whilst in England, who, rather than 
submit to religious or civil tyranny, chose to leave their, 
pleasant seats and all their happy prospects in their native . 
Country, bravely encountered the danger of untried seas 
and coasts of a howling wilderness, barbarous men and 
savage beasts, at the expense of their ease and safety of 
their blood, their treasure, and their lives, transplanted and 
reared the English Constitution in these wilds upon the 
strong pillars of civil and religious liberty, and having led 
the way by their great example, bequeathed their inesti- 
mable purchase as a sacred and inalienable legacy to their 
posterity, who have ever since united the sincerest loyalty 
to their Sovereign and the warmest affection for their elder 
brethren in England with the enjoyment of their aforesaid 
rights, liberties, and immunities ; nor have they till lately 
been thought incompatible: 

And whereas since the close of the last war the British 
Parliament, claiming a power of right to bind the people of 
America by Statute in all cases whatsoever hath, in some 
Acts, expressly imposed taxes upon them; and in others, 
under various pretences, but in fact for the purpose of rais- 
ing a Revenue, hath imposed rates and duties payable iri 
these Colonies, established a Board of Commissioners with 
unconstitutional powers, and extended the jurisdiction of 
Courts of Admiralty, not only for collecting said duties, 
but .also for the trial of pauses merely arising within the 
body of a County : 

And whereas, in consequence of other Statutes, Judges, 
who before held only estates at willin their offices, have 
been made to depend on the Crown alone for their salaries ; 
and Standing Armies kept up in time of peace ; and it has 
been lately resolved in Parliament that, by force of a Sta- 
tute made in the thirty -fifth year of the reign of King Henry 
the Eighth, Colonists may be transported to England and 
tried there upon accusations for treason and misprisiony or 
concealment of treasons committed or alleged to be com- 
mitted in the Colpnies ; and by a late Statute such trials 
have been directed in cases therein mentioned; 

And whereas three Acts of Parliament have been pass- 
ed, by one of which the Port of Boston is shut up, and 
thousands reduced from affluence to poverty and distress ; 
by another the Charter of the Province of the Massachu- 
' setts-Bay is subverted and destroyed ; and by the third, 
underpreten.ee of the impartial administration of justice, 
all hope of justice is taken away in certain, cases : 

An.d whereas another Statute hath been .made,, by which 
the Roman Catholick Religion is established, the equita- 
ble system of English laws abolished, and a tyranny "exer- 
cised in the Province of Quebeck, to the great danger of 
the neighbouring Colonies ; and also in the present session 
of Parliament another Act is passed, by which the New-. 
England Colonies are in a great measure deprived of their 
Trade and Fishery — the blessings which God and nature, 
have indulged them, being thus attempted by force to be 
wrested from them : '..",'. 

And whereas all our humble, dutiful, and loyal Petitions 
to the Throne for repress of grievances, have been treated 
with contempt, or passed by in silence by His Majesty's 
Ministers of State ; and the refusal to surrender our just 
rights," liberties, and immunities, hath been styled rebellion, 
and Fleets and, Armies have been.,sent into a neighbouring 
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Colony to force them to submit to slavery, and awe the 
other Colonies to submission, by the example of vengeance 
inflicted on her; who have, besides the usual calamities and 
insults that proceed from standing armies, fortified the 
Town of Boston, driven the peaceable inhabitants from 
their dwellings, and imbrued their hands in the blood of 
our countrymen,; all. which acts and measures have rela- 
tion to all the British Colonies, in the principles from which 
they flow, and are evidently intended to force or terrify 
them .into a submission to Parliamentary taxation, or at 
least into a surrender of their property at the pleasure of 
.the British Parliament, and in such proportions as they 
shall please to prescribe, with which we must comply, or 
lie at the mercy of those who cannot know our situation and 
circumstances, and will be interested to oppress and en- 
slave tjs ; our liberty, our lives and property, will become 
precarious and dependant on the will of men over whom 
we can have no check or control ; religion, property, per- 

• sonal safety, learning, arts, publick and private virtue, so- 
cial bappiness,"and every blessing attendant on liberty, will 

■ fall victims to measures advanced and pursued against us, 
whilst shameless vice, infidelity, irreligion, abject depend- 
ence, ignorance, superstition, meanness, scurrility, and the 
whole train of despotism present themselves to our view in 
melancholy prospect : 

And whereas, although this Assembly wish for no new 
rights and privileges, and desire only to preserve their 
ancient Constitution, as it has been understood and prac- 
tised upon from the beginning ; freely yielding to the Bri- 
tish Parliament the regulation of our external commerce, 
for the purpose of securing the commercial advantages of 
all the .Dominions of our Sovereign to the Mother Coun- 
try, and the .commercial benefits of its several members, 
excluding every idea of taxation for raising a revenue with- 
out our consent, and claiming only a right to regulate our 
internal police and Government, and are most earnesly de- 
sirous of peace, and deprecate the horrours of war ; yet, 
when they see military preparations against them at hand, 

• and the hopes of peace and harmony placed at a greater 
distance ; being fully determined never to make a voluntary 
sacrifice of their Tights, and not knowing how soon Parlia- 
mentary and Ministerial vengeance may be directed against 
them immediately, as it is now against the Province of 
Massachusetts-Bay, who are suffering in the common cause 
of British America; trusting in the justice of their cause, 
arid the righteous providence of Almighty God, for the 
restoration of quiet and peace, or success in their efforts 
for their defence, have thought it their duty to raise Troops 
for the defence of this Colony : 

And whereas it is necessary that such Troops, both offi- 
cers and soldiers, should be made acquainted with their 
duty, and that Articles, Rules, and Regulations should be 
established to preserve order, good government, and dis- 
cipline in the Army, agreeable to the mild spirit of our 
Constitution, and not according to the severities practised 
in Standing Armies : 

Therefore, be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by au- 
thority of the same : Article i. That all officers and sol- 
diers not having' just impediment shall diligently frequent 
divine service and sermon, in the places appointed for as- 
sembling the Regiment, Troop, or Company to which they 
belong; and such as wilfully absent themselves, or being 
present behave indecently or irreverently, shall, if commis- 
sioned officers, be brought before a Regimental Court Mar- 
tial) there to be publickly and severely reprimanded by the 
President ; if non-commissioned officers or soldiers, every 
person so offending shall, for his first offence, forfeit One 
Shilling, to be deducted out of his wages ; for his second 
offence, he shall not only forfeit One Shilling, but be con- 
fined not exceeding twenty-four hours, and for every like 
offence shall suffer and pay in like manner; which money 
■' so forfeited shall be applied to the use of the sick soldiers 
, of the Troop or Company to which the offender belongs. 

Art. ii. That whatever non-commissioned officers and 
soldiers shall use any unlawful oath or execration, shall 
incur the penalties expressed in the first Article ; and if a 
commissioned officer be thus guilty of profane cursing or 
swearing, he shall forfeit and pay for each and every such 
offence the sum of Four Shillings, lawful money. 

Art. hi. That any officer, or soldier who shall behave 



himself with contempt or disrespect towards the General 
or Generals, or Commander-in-Chief, or shall speak words 
tending to his or their hurt or dishonour, shall be punished 
according to the nature of his offence, by the judgment of 
a General Court Martial. -----,;. 

Art. it. That any officer or soldier who shall begin, 
excite, cause, or join in any meeting or sedition jn tbe.Re- 
giment, Troop, or Company to which he belongs, or in any 
other Regiment, Troop, or Company of the forces of this 
Colony, either by land or sea, or in an party, post, detach- 
ment, or guard, on any pretence whatsoever, shall suffer 
such punishment as by a General Court Martial shall be 
ordered. ■ 

Art. v. That any officer, non-commissioned officer, or 
soldier, who being present at any meeting or sedition, does 
not use his utmost endeavours to suppress the same, or>- 
coming to the knowledge of any mutiny or intended muti- 
ny, does not, without delay, give information thereof to the, 
commanding officers, shall be punished by order of a Gen- 
eral Court Martial according to the nature of bis offence. 

Art. vi. That any officer or soldier who shall strike his 
superiour officer, or draw or offer to draw, or shall lift up 
any weapon or offer, any violence against him, being in the 
execution of his office, on any pretence whatsoever, or 
shall disobey any lawful command of his superiour officer,." 
shall suffer such punishment as shall, according to the na- 
ture of his offence, be ordered by the sentence of a Gen- 
eral Court Martial, T 

Art. vn. That any non-commissioned officer or soldier 
who shall desert, or without leave of his commanding. offi- 
cer absent himself from the Troop or Company to which 
he belongs, or from any detachment of the same, shall, 
upon being convicted thereof, be punished according to the 
nature of his offence, at the discretion of a General Court 
Martial. 

Art. vii.i. That whatsoever officer or soldier shall be. 
convicted of having advised or persuaded any other officer 
or soldier to desert, shall suffer such punishment as shall 
be ordered by the sentence of a General Court Martial., ■.*- 

Art. ix. That all officers of what condition soever shall 
have power to part and quell all quarrels, frays and dis- , 
orders, though the persons concerned should belong to 
another Regiment, Troop, or Company, and either order 
officers to be arrested, or non-commissioned officers or sol- 
diers to be confined and imprisoned, till their proper supe- • 
riour officers shall be acquainted therewith ; and whoever 
shall refuse to obey such officer, though of an inferiour 
rank, or shall draw his sword upon him, shall be punished 
at the discretion of a General Court Martial. 

Art. x. That no officer. or soldier : shall use any re- 
proachful or provoking speeches or gestures to another, nor 
shall any officer or soldier presume .to send a challenge to 
any person to fight a duel ; and whoever shall, knowingly 
and willingly, suffer any person whatsoever to go forth 
to fight a duel, or shall second, promote, or carry any 
challenge, shall be deemed a principal therein ; and what- 
soever officer or soldier shall upbraid another for refusing 
a challenge shall also be considered as a challenger, and all , 
such offenders in any of these or such like cases, shall be 
punished at the discretion of a General Court Martia]. 

Art. xi. That every officer commanding in quarters, or 
on a match, shall keep good order, and to the upmost of his 
power redress all such abuses or disorders which may be 
committed by any officer or soldier under his command; 
if upon any complaint made to him of officers or soldiers 
beating or otherwise ill treating any person, or of commit- 
ting any kind of riot to the disquieting of the inhabitants 
of this Continent, be the said commander who shall refuse 
or omit to see justice done on the offender or offenders, 
and reparation make to the party or partiesinjured, as far as 
the offender's wages shall enable him or them, shall, upon 
due proof thereof, be punished as ordered by a~ General 
Court Martial, in such manner as if he himself had com- 
mitted the crimes or disorders complained of. 

Art xii. That if any officer shall think himself to be 
wronged by his Colonel, or his Commanding Officer of 
the Regiment, and sha.ll, upon due application made to 
him, be refused to be redressed, he may complain to the 
General or Commander-in-Chief of the forces of this Col- 
ony, in order 'to obtain justice, who is hereby required tp 
examine into said complaint and see that justice be done. " 
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Art. xiji. That if any inferiour officer or soldier shall 
think himself wronged by his Captain or other officer .com- 
manding the Troop or Company to which he belongs, he 
is to complain thereof to the Commanding Officer of the 
Regiment, who is hereby required to summon a Regimental 
Court Martial for the doing justice to the complainant, 
from which Regimental Court Martial either party may, if 
he think himself still aggrieved, appeal to a General Court 
Martial ; but if, upon a secqnd hearing, the appeal shall 
appear to be vexatious and groundless, the person so ap- 
pealing shall be punished at the discretion of the General 
Court Martial. 

Art. xiy.. That whatsoever non-commissioned officer 
or soldier shall be convicted at a Regimental Court Mar- 
tial of having- sold, or designedly, or through neglect, wast- 
ed the Ammunition, Arms, or Provision, or other Military 
Stores delivered out to him to be employed in the service 
* ". of this Colony, shall, if an officer, be reduced to a private 
sentinel, and if a private soldier, shall suffer such punish- 
ment as ?hall be ordered by a Regimental Court Martial.. 

Art. xv. That all non-commissioned, officers and sol- 
diers who, shall be found one mile from the camp, without 
leave in writing from their Commanding Officer, shall suf- 
fer such punishment as shall be inflicted on him or them 
by the sentence. of a Regimental Court Martial.. . 
. Art.Jcvj,. That n P officer "or soldier shall be out of hi? 
quarters, or camp without leave from their Commanding 
Officer of the Regiment, upon penalty of being punished, 
according to the nature of his offence, by order of a Regi- 
mental .Court Martial. . , 

Art v xvii. That every non-commissioned officer or sol- 
dier shall retire to .his quarters or tent at the beating of the 
retreat, in default of which he shall be punished according 
to the nature of his offence, by order of the Commanding 
Officer. .. " . 

Art..xviii. That no officer, non-commissioned officer, 
or soldier, shall fail of repairing at the time, fixed, to the 
place of parade or exercise, or other rendezvous appointed 
by the Commanding Officer, if not prevented by sickness 
or some other evident necessity, or shall go from the said 
' place of rendezvous, or from his guard, without leave from 
his Commanding Officer, before he shall be regularly dis- 
missed or relieved, on penalty of being punished according 
tothe nature of his offence, by the sentence of a Regi- 
mental. Cqurt Martial. 

.. ART,-..? 131 ',: That whatsoever commissioned officer shall 

be found drunk on his guard, party, or other duty, under 

i arras, shall be cashiered for it; any non-commissioned officer 

or soldier, so offending, shall suffer such punishment as shall 

be ordered by the sentence of. a Regimental Court Martial. 

ART- xx«. That whatsoever sentinel shall be found sleep- 
. ing upon his post, or shall leave it before he shall be regu- 
larly relieved, shall suffer such punishment as shall be or-r 
dered by the sentence of a General C.ourt Martial. 

ArtVxxi. That any person belonging to the Troops of 
ihjs Cojorfy, who, by 1 discharging of fire-arms, beating of 
drums, or by any other means whatever, shall occasion false 
alarms in camp or quarters, shall suffer such punishment as 
shall be. orderecj.by the sentence of a Genera] Court Martial, 

Art. xxii. That, any officer or soldier, \yho shaU, with- 
out urgent necessity, or. without leave of his superiour offi-. 
cer, quit platoon or division, shall be punished according to 
the nature of his offence, by the sentence of a Regimental 
Court Martial. 

Art. xxnr, That no officer or soldier shall do violence 

, ,or offer any insult or abuse to any person who shall bring 

provisions or other necessaries to the qamp or quarters of 

the Army ; any officer or soldier so offending shall, upon 

complaint being made to the Commanding Officer, suffer. 

' such punishment as shall be ordered by a Regimental Court 

''"'■ Martial. 

Art, xxiv. That whatsoever officer or soldier shall 
shamefully abandon any post committed to his charge, or 
shall speak words inducing others to do the like in time "of 
an epgagement, shall suffer death immediately. 

Art. xxv. That any person belonging to the forces 

-■ raised, or that may be raised for the defence of. this ..Colo-. 

- ny, who shall make known the watchword to any person 

who is _not. entitled to receivejt according to the rules and 

discipline of war, or shall presume to give a parole or 

- watchword djfferen.t from what. he received, shall suffer 



de.ath, or such other punishment as shall be ordered by the 
se'ntence of a Geqeral Court Manial., 

Art, xxvt.. That whosoever belonging to the forces 
raised, or that may be raised for the defence of this Colo- 
ny, shall relieve the enemy in Money, "Victuals, or Ammu- 
nition, or shall knowingly harbour or protect an enemy, 
shall suffer such punishment as by a General Court M.artial 
shall be ordered. 

Art. xxvu. That whosoever belonging to _the .forces 
already raised, or that may be raised for the defenpeof this 
Colony, shall be convicted of holding correspondence with, 
or of giving intelligence to, the enemy, either directly or 
indirectly, shall suffer . such punishment as by a General 
Court Martial shall be ordered. : 

Art. xxviii. That all.Publick Stores taken in the ene* 
rny's camp or magazines, whether of Artillery, Ammuni- 
tion, Clothing, or Provisions, shall be secured for the use 
of the Colony. -■ '■'••' 

Art. xxix. That if any officer or soldier shall .leave 
his Post or Colours, in time of an engagement, to go in 
search of plunder, he shall, upon beings convicted thereof 
before a General Court Martial, suffer such^punishment'as 
by said Court Martial shall be ordered. v '[ 

Art. xxx. That if any Commander of any Post, In- 
trenchment, or Fortress, shall be compelled by the officers" 
or soldiers under his command to give it up to the enemy, 
or to abandon it, the commissioned officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, or soldiers, who shall b.e convicted of haying 
so offended, shall suffer death, or such other punishment 
as shall be inflicted, upon them by the sentence of a Gen- 
eral Court Martial. 

Art, xxxi. That all sutlers and retailers to a camp, 
and all persons whatsoever serving with the forces already 
raised, or that may be raised for the defence of this Colony 
in the field, though not enlisted soldiers, are to be subjected 
to the same orders, rules, and regulations, to which the offi- 
cers and soldiers ^re or shall be subjected. ' ■ . - . 

Art- xxxii. That no General Court M v artial shall con- 
sist of less than thirteen, none of which shall be under the 
degree of a commissioned officer ; and the President of each 
and every Court Martial, whether General or Regimental, 
shall have power to administer an oath to every witness, in 
order to the trial of offenders; and the members of all 
Courts Martial shall be duly sworn by the President, and 
the next in rank on the Court Martial shall administer the 
oath to the President. 

Art. xxxiii. That, the, members, both of General and 
Regimental Courts Martial shall, when belonging to different 
Corps, take the same rank which they hold in the Army ; 
but when Courts Martial shall be composed of officers of one 
Corps, they shall take their ranks according to their com- 
missions by which they are mustered in the said Corps. 

Art. xxxiv. That all the members of a Court Martial 
are to behave with calmness, decency, and impartiality, 
and in giving of their votes are to begin with the youngest. ; 
or lowest in commission, - 

Art. xxxv. That no Field OfficeT shall be tried by any 
person under the degree of a Captain; nor shall any pro- 
ceedings or trials be carried on, excepting betiveen the 
hours of eight in the morning" and three in the afternoon, 
except in cases which require an immediate example. 

Art. xxxvi. That the commissioned officers of a. Regi- 
ment may, by the appointment of their Colonel or Com- 
manding Officer, hold Regimental Courts Martial for the 
inquiry into such disputes or criminal matters as may come 
before them, and for the inflicting corporeal punishments 
for small offences, and shall give judgment by the majority 
of votes ; but no sentence shall be executed till the^Com;-, 
manding Officer (not being a member of the Court Martial) 
shall have confirmed the same, - 

Art, xxxvii,. That rip Regimental Court Martial shall 
consist, of less than five officers, excepting in cages where 
that number cannot be conveniently assembled, when three 
may be sufficient, who are likewise to determine by the ■ 
majority of voices, which sentence is. to be confirmed by 
the Commanding Officer, not being a" member of the Court 
Martial. ' . . . 

Art. xxxviii. That every officer commanding in any 
Fort, Castle, or Barrack, or elsewhere, where the Corps 
under his command consists of detachments from different. 
Regiments,, or of independent Companies, may assemble 
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Courts Martial for the trial of offenders, in the same man- 
ner as if they were Regimental, whose sentence, is not to 
be executed till it shall be confirmed by the said Command- . 
ing Officer. 

Art. xxxix. That no person whatsoever shall use me-: 
nacing words, signs or gestures, in the presence of a Court, 
Martial then sitting, of shall cause any disorder or riot so 
as to disturb their proceedings, on the penalty of being pun- 
ished at the discretion of the Court Martial. 

Art. xl. That to the end that offenders may be brought 
to justice, whenever any officer or soldier shall commit a 
crime deserving punishment, he shall, by his Commanding 
, Officer, if an officer, be put in arrest; if a non-commis- 
sioned officer or soldier, be imprisoned till he shall be 
. either tried by a Court Martial, or shall be lawfully dis- 
charged by proper authority. 

Art. xli. That no officer or soldier who shall be put 
in arrest or imprisonment, shall continue in his confinement 
more than eight days, or till such time as a Court Martial 
can be conveniently assembled. 

Art. xlii, That no officer commanding a Guard, or 
Provost Marshal, shall refuse to receive or keep any pri- 
soner committed to his charge by an officer belonging to 
the forces, aforesaid, which officer shall, at the same time, 
deliver ah account in writing, signed by himself, of the 
crime, with which the said prisoner is charged. 

Art. xliii. That no officer commanding a Guard, or 
, Provost Martial, shall presume to release any prisoner com- 
mitted to his charge, without proper authority for so doing ; 
" nor shall he suffer any prisoner to escape, on the penalty 
of being punished for it by the sentence of a General Court 
Martial. 

Art, xliv. That every Officer or a Provost Martial to 
whose charge prisoners shall be committed, is hereby re- 
quired, within twenty-four hours after such commitment, or 
as soon as he shall be relieved from his guard, to give, in 
writing, to the Colonel of the Regiment to whom the pri- 
soner belongs, (where the prisoner is confined upon the 
guard belonging to the. said Regiment, and that his offence 
only relates to the neglect of duty in his own Corps,) or to 
the Commander-in.-Chief, their names, their crimes, and 
the names of the officers who committed them, on the 
penalty of being punished for his disobedience or neglect, 
at the discretion of a General Court Martial. 

Art. xlv. And if any officer under arrest shall leave 
his confinement before he is set a liberty by the officer who 
confined him, or by a superiour power, he shall, be cash- 
iered for it. 

Art, xlv i, That whatsoever commissioned officer shall 
be convicted before a General Court Martial of behaving 
in a scandalous, infamous manner, such as js unbecoming 
, the character of an officer and a gentleman, shall be dis- 
charged from the service. 

Art. xlvii. That all officers, conductors, matrosses, 
drivers, or any other persons whatsoever, receiving pay or 
' hire in the service of the Artillery of this Colony, shall be 
governed by the aforesaid. Rules and Articles, and shall be 
subject to be tried by Court Martial in like manner with . 
the officers and soldiers of the Troops." 

Art. xlviit. That for offences arising amongst them- 

- O O - - 

selves, or in matters relating solely to. their own Corps, the 
Courts Martial may be composed of their own officers; but 
where a number sufficient of such officers cannot be assem? 
bled, or in matters wherein other Corps are interested, the 
officers of Artillery shall sit in Courts Martial with the 
officers of the other Troops. 

Art. x,lix. That all crimes not capital, and all disorders 
Jind neglects which officers and soldiers may be guilty of , 
to the prejudice of good order and military discipline, 
though not mentioned in the Articles of War, are to be 
taken cognizance of by a General or Regimental Court 
Martial, according to the nature or. degree of the offence, 
and be punished at their discretion. . 

Art. l, That no Courts Martial shall order any offender 
• to be whipped or receive more than thirty-nine stripes for 
One offence, ."..".:■ 

Art. li. That the Field Officers of each and evgry 
Regiment are to appoint some suitable person belonging to 
such Regiment, to receive all such Fines, as may arise, 
within the same for any breach of any of the foregoing 
Articles, and shall direct the same to. be carefully and pro- 



perly applied to the relief of such sick, wounded, or neces- 
sitous" soldiers as belong to such Regiment, and such per- 
sons shall account with such officer for ajl Fines jpceived, 
and the application thereof. .; ' .. : . . ";^.:.. 

Art." hi. That all members sitting in Courts Martial 
shall be sworn by the President of said Courts, which Pre-, 
sident shall himself be sw^orn by the. officer in.said Court 
next in rank ; the oath to be administered previous to their 
proceeding to the trial of any offender, in form, following, 
viz : " You, A B, swear that you will well and, truly try and 
impartially determine the cause of. the prisoner now to be 
tried, according to the Rules for Regulating the Forces 
raised or to .be raised for the defence of jhe, Colony of Con- 
necticut, so help you God." ._ . .. 

Art. li.ii. That all persons called ,to give evidence, in 
any case before a Court Martial, who shall refuserto give 
evidence, shall be punished for such refusal at the discre- 
tion of such Court Martial; the oath to be administered 
in the form following, viz: "You swear the evidence you 
shall give in the case now in hearing shall be; the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God." 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the military officers in 
the several Towns, that were concerned in assembling or 
furnishing with Ammunition any of the inhabitants of this 
Colony who marched, in the late, alarm, either eastward or 
westward, are hereby ordered and directed to deliver to the 
Selectmen of such respective Towns, "where any expense 
has been occasioned thereby, a particular account of the 
names of the persons who marched under nrm« as afore- 
said, for the relief of people in distress and have since 
returned; and also of the time every^such person was. 
detained, from the first of his 1 march till his return ; and 
also the quantity of Ammunition every such person was 
supplied with from any Colony ot Town stock., "And the 
Selectmen" of all such respective Towns.are hereby order- 
ed and directed to collect a particular account of tie ex- 
penses for provision, carriage, &c, that has incurred by 
means aforesaid, in such Town severally, with the names 
of the persons who advanced the same, or to whom the 
satisfaction may' be due. And such Selectrhen^are glso oj- 
dered and directed to lay before the Committee of the Pay- 
Table a particular account of the quantum of each article 
of expense for provision, time of those that marched, jmo- . 
ney advanced, &c. ; which /Committee of t the. Pay -Table 
are hereby ordered and directed to settle *<jnd .adjust spch 
accounts, and allow what shall be just and reasonable ; the 
pay of the officers respectively, and w-ages of the men, to 
be the same as in the present establishment, anc] give to 
SQch Selectmen an order on the Treasurer for payment of 
the same. And such Selectmen are hereby directed to 
receive and pay the same accordingly to each of the per- 
sons to whom it is due ; and such Selectmen are .also here- 
by ordered and directed to receive back of such^ persons 
who marched in the service aforesaid, and have returned, 
such articles of Ammunition as the)' received from .any 
Colony or Town stock, and see the same duly returned 
accordingly. And in case such Ammunition or part there- 
of shall not be returned, the v alue of such proportion So 
detained l)y each of said persons who received the same, 
shall be .deducted out of the sum allowed to him respec- 
tively for his service aforesaid. 

Whereas there i? convincing evidence that a design is 
formed by the British Ministry of making a cruel invasion 
from the Province of Quebeck upon the Northern Colo- 
nies, for the purpose of distressing our lives and liberties, 
and some steps have actually been taken to carry said de- 
sign into execution: And whereas several inhabitants of ■ 
the Northern Colonies, residing in the vicinity of Ticon-. .. 
deroga, immediately exposed to incursions/impelled by a 
just regard for the defence and preservation of thepselyes 
and their countrymen from such imminent dangers and 
calamities, have taken possession of that post and of Crown 
Ppint, in which were .lodged a quantity of Cannon and. 
Military Stores, that would certainly have been used In, the ; ; 
intended invasion of these Colonies, and have also taken 
into their custody a nurqber of officers and soldiers who. 
were holding and keeping said Posts, and of their own 
motion have sent them into .this. Colony ; and as this Colo- ' 
ny has no command of said Posts, now in possession of 
people of several Colonies, it is impracticable foresaid, offi- , 
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... cers'and soldiers to return to said posts, and the dictates of 
. humanity require that said officers and soldiers, with their 
families, should be provided for .and supported whil.q they 
contiaue in. this Colony : it is therefore", 

Resolved by this Assembly, That Col. Erastus Wolcott, 
' Captain Samuel Wadsworth, Captain Ezekiel Williams, 

■ \ and Mr. Epaphras Bull, Henry Allyn, Esquire, Colonel 

Fisher Gay, Col, Matthew Talcott,Co]. James Wadsworth, 
Captain Jonathan Wells, Ebenezer White, Esquire, and 

. Colonel. Jonathan, Humphrey be, and they, or any three 
of them, are hereby appointed a Committee, and are or- 

,\ dered and instructed, at the expense of this Colony, to 
lake care of .and provide for said officers and soldiers, with 
thejrLfamjlies.at. present, and. see that they be treated with 
humamty, kindness, and respect, according to their rank 
and.siajion, and encourage, assist, and advise said, soldiers 
in procuring such profitable labour and business as they 
may be capable of, wherever said soldiers can find persons 

. " Willing to Tentertain .and give them employment, until, by 
J he fidvicg..O;£.the .Continental Congress or otherwise, this 

'Assembly shall talce further, .order concerning them, and 
that the Commander-in-Chief make a proper return, under 

' bis hand, to said Committee, of the corps that are under his 
command. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the form for Commis- 

■ ' sions for the Field-Officers in the service, for the special 

defence, and safety of this Colony, shall be as follows, and 
" . the, Govp.roour:.and. Secretary are desired and directed to 
* sigh the same :.,-." 

"Colony of Connecticut: 

-. " Jonathan Trumbull, Esquire, Captain-General and 

Governour-in- Chief in and over His Majesty'' 's Eng- 

lish" Colony in New-England in America, 

" To Benjamin Jlirvmttn, Esquire, greeting : 

" By virtue of the power and authority to me given, and 

-- by the" Royal .Charter to the Goyernqur.and Company of 

'.' ' the said Colony, under the great seal of England, 1 do, by 
th;ege r; pTesents, reposing especial trust and confidence in 
your loyalty, courage, and good conduct, constitute and ap- 
point you, the said Benjamin Hinman, to be Colonel of the 
Fourth. Regiment of the inhabitants enlisted and assembled 
for the special defence and safety of His Majesty's said 
.Colony." Yoaare, therefore, to lead, conduct, order, and 
exercise said Regiment in the service aforesaid, and to 
Iveep them nT good order and discipline, hereby command- 
ing them to obey you as their Colonel, and yourself to 

■■■ observe _aml follow" Suqh orders and instructions as you shall 
fromtime.to.tjme receive from me or the Commander-in- 
. - Chief of the :'sgid Colony for the time being, or other your 
superiour officers, according to military rules and discipline, 
pursuant to the tmst reposed in you. 
. " Given, tipd.er my hand and the publick seal of the said 

s Colony at, ..:;...,'• • • > the first day of May, in the 
fifteenth year, of the reign of.His. Majesty King George the 
Thirty Ahno Domini 177.5," 

Risojlved, further, That tlie form for Warrants .for the 
Officers on the Staff be as follows, and the Governour is 
directed.t.o sign the same.:. 

''Jonathan Trumbull, Esquire, Governour and Com- 
mmider-in- Chief of His Majesty's Colony of Connect-. 
icut in New-England, in America, 
"To Rey? Cotton Mather Smith, greeting: 
»■ ^Jfteposing especial trust and confidence in your loyalty; 
piety, dbiUty, integrity, and good conduct, I do hereby ap-' 
pomtyou, the; said Cotton. Mazier Smith, Chaplain of ihe 
■ Fourth.' Regiment of the inhabitants enlisted and assem- 
bled for the special defence and safety of His Majesty's 
'said Colony ; and. do hereby authorize and empower you 
to exercise the, several acts and duties of your' office and 
:^ statibn as Chaplain of. the said. Regiment, which you are 
* faithfully to perform in a due and religious discharge there- 
' • of, according to the important trust reposed in you, for 
which.this;is: your warrant. . 

^Criven-under my hand and seal at arms, in . . , 
- hi t^eCqfony, aforesaid, this twentieth day of May, in the 
-* 1 fif\eent1i year of tlie reign of His Majesty King George the 
Third, 'Amo,ppmrhi lljo." ., „ „,,.,... .„. 



"Jonathan Trumbull, Esquire, Governour and Com- 
mander -in- Chief in and over His Majesty's English 
Colony of Connecticut m New-England," hi Ame- 
rica, :; ' ' : ' 

" To Lemuel Wheeler, Gentleman, greeting : ' 

'•'I do, by these presents, resposing especial confidence 
in your loyalty, skill, and good conduct, appoint you, the 
said Lemuel Wheeler, to be. Physician and Surgeon hi 'the. 
Fourth Regiment of inhabitants .enlisted and assembled for. 
the special defence and safety of His Majesty's said Colony ; 
and I do hereby authorize and empower you. to exercise 
your said office in a due discharge of tlie duties, thereof, . 
which you are carefully and diligently to attend as 5 Phy- 
sician as aforesaid, according to the trust reposed in yo.u,- 
for which this is your. sufficient warrant, ; _..., . 

" Given under my hand and seal at arms, at .J , .' , 
in said Colony, the twentieth day of May, .177$, in the 
fifteenth year of His Majesty's. reign." :,--.' . 

" Colony of Connecticut : . 

"' Jonathan Trumbull" Esquire, Governour and Com- ' 

mander-in- Chief in and over 11™ Majesty's. Colony vf 

Connecticut in New- England, in America, 
"To . . ,. > . . , Gentlemanj greeting': 

" I do, by these presents, reposing especial trust and con- ... '- 
fidence in your loyalty, fidelity, and good conduct, consti- 
tute and appoint you, the said . . ,' ' . ...-.- , to be 
Commissary in the . . . Regiment, of .the. inhabitants; 
enlisted and assembled for the special defence .and safety . 
of His Majesty's said Colony ; and you having first given ' .. 
bond, with sufficient surety for a faithful, discharge of your 
trust, I do authorize and empower you. to exercise your 
said office in a due performance of the duties, tfieieof in. the 
Regiment aforesaid, keeping proper accounts, and {lie same 
render on oath when required, according to the trust repos- 
ed in you, for which this is a sufficient. warrant, ., 

" Given under my hand and seal at arms, in. . . . ;, 
the . . day of May, A. I). 1775, in the fifteenth year 
of His Majesty's reign." •" \ ; '..'.v'^ . 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the. (Committee of the 
Pay-Table be directed to give orders on the Treasurer of 
this Colony for payment to aUsuch persons who have ac- 
tually expended moneys or given their written obligations 
therefor, more than to the amount of what; is equitably due 
to them for their personal service in obtaining possession of. 
Ticondcroga and Croxvn Point, upon their exhibiting their 
accounts, and having them liquidated and "approved by said 
Committee; and also, that said Committee be,_and they 
are hereby further directed to receive the .accounts of the . 
cost and expenses, both of men and provisions, incurred in* 
taking and securing said Fortresses, by any "inhabitants of 
this Colony, or any others by them engaged and employed, . 
digest the same into proper form, and lay the same before : 
this or some future Assembly, for their equitable considera-- 
tion and allowance. . ,- ;. ;:.,,■,; 

Resolved by this Assembly, That all accounts of dis- - 
bursements made by order or direction, of this Assembly 
relative to the present extraordinary emergencies of Gov- 
ernment, be laid before the Pay-Table Cominittee already 
appointed, to be by them examined, settled, and adjusted ; 
and said Committee are .hereby directed to draw all need- 
ful orders on the, Treasurer for. the payment thereof. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That each non-commissioned 
officer and .soldier belonging to any military company or 
trainband in this Colony, shall be paid out of the Colony 
Treasury Six Pence for each half day he,shall attend and 
perform military exercises,* and Twelve Pence for each day 
be shall attend and perform regimental .exercise 1 , in obe- 
dience to a. law of this Colony passed at. the session of the 
General Assembly in October last; and that the Clerk of 
"each of said Companies shall make out duplicate .and at- 
tested Rolls of such non-commissioned officers and.soldiers 
. as performed military exercises as aforesaid, and deliver the 
" same to the Captain, or, in his absence, to. the chief officer 
of such company whereof he is Clerk, and said. Captain 
or chief officer shall present said Roll to two assistants, or 
two Justices of the Peace, to be by them examined and _ 
approved, which Rolls, when approved, shall, by such au- 
thority, beTioted thereon accordingly, one of which. Rolls 
shall be delivered tq^ucb; officer, and the other held, by sai.d. 
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authority; and thereupon said authority shall draw an 
order on the Treasurer of this Colony, payable to such Cap- 
tain, or chief officer, who shall receive the. money due them 
of .the Treasurer, and pay the same to each non-commis- 
sioned officer and soldier as shall be due according to said 
Roll.' \ .-■■■■ 

. Resolved by this Assembly, That Jabez Hamlin, Mat- ■ 
thew Talcott, and Titus Hosmer, Esquires, be and they 
are hereby appointed a Committee to provide such stores of 
Lead as they shall judge necessary for the use of this Col- 
ony; and that said Committee may be effectually able to 
execute their said trust, they are authorized and directed, 
on behalf of this Colony, to contract for, purchase, or take ' 
the Lead Ore that is or may be raised out of the Lead 
Mines in Middletown, and cause any and greater quantities 
of Ore to be dug out of said mine, and by the best and 
most prudent ways and means they can, to procure said 
Ore to be refined.and fitted for the use of this Colony, and .. 
to erect any furnace or building necessary for that purpose ; 
and that said Committee have power and authority to take 
and receive out of jhe Colony Treasury from time to time, 
any sum or sums :of money that shall be found necessary 
to "enable .them to procure said. Lead, or purchase said Lead 
Ore, "and smelt, refine, and separate the lead therefrom, 
not exceeding the sum of Four Hundred Pounds, lawful 
money, in the whole ; and the Colony Treasurer is ordered 
to pay and advance the said sum of money to the said 
Committee, or their order, accordingly, always provided 
that the owner or owners of said mine or ore shall have 
.reasonable allowance and be duly compensated for any loss, 
hurt, or damage, that he or they may or shall sustain or 
suffer by reason of the premises. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Commander-in- 
Chief for the time'being, of the Forces raised in this Col- 
ony, at their respective destinations, be authorized and 
empowered, and they are "hereby empowered to procure a 
suitable Armourer or Armourers to repair any Fire-Arms 
that may be damaged in the service, as occasion may call 
for, and lay the account thereof before the Committee of the 
Pay-Table, who are hereby directed to draw orders on the 
Treasurer for the payment thereof. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Committee of the 
Pay -Table, be directed to repair the Arms belonging to this 
Colony in the hands of the Treasurer, and deliver out as 
many of them as may be wanted, to the inhabitants enlist- 
ed for the special defence of this Colony, and have them 
appraised, and take proper receipts therefor. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That Samuel Mott, Esquire, 
be and he is hereby appointed Engineer, forthwith to repair 
to Ticonderoga ; and Crown Point, to assist and act in said 
capacity, and to take rank as a Lieutenant-Colonel among" 
the Troops raised for the defence of this Colony. 
'■■Resolved by this Assembly, That Thaddeus Burr, Esq., 
, of Fflirfield, and Charles Church. Chandler, Esq., of Wood- 
stock, be a Committee to engage and employ, at the pub- 
lick expense of this Colony, two News-Carriers to perform 
regular stages, froni Fairfield to Woodstock, and from 
Woodstock to Fairfield, passing through the Towns of 
Windham and. Lebanon, in such manner that they severally 
arrive in Hartford every Saturday; and that they forward 
all proper .intelligence to Fairfield and Woodstock, with 
all convenient speed ; also, that Gurdon Saltonstqll, Esq., 
of New-London, be a Committee to engage and employ 
two News-Carriers at the expense of the Colony, to per- 
form regular stages from Woodstock to New-Haven, on 
the Fairfield stage," and from New-Haven to Woodstock, 
in.such manner that they severally arrive in New-London 
every Saturday ; and that they forward all proper intelli- 
gence each way every. Monday morning, with all conve- 
nient despatch; and that Thaddeus Burr, Esquire, of 
^airfield, Charles Church Chandler, Esquire, of Wood- 
stock, and Gurdon Sedfonstall, Esq., of New-London, be 
a Committee to forward, at the publick expense of this 
. Colony, all such extraordinary and important intelligence 
which shall be received from time to time at either place, 
as they shall judge proper and necessary ; the aforesaid 
regulations to continue in. force yntij the rising of the As- 
sembly in October next, and no longer. 
""" This Assembly do appoint the Honourable Matthew 
Griswold, Esquire, :and the Honourable Eliphaht Dyer,' 
'Jabez Huntington, and Samuel Huntington, Esquires, Wil- 



liam Williams, Nathaniel Wales, Junior, Jedediah Elder- 
kin, Joshua West, and Benjamin Huntington, Esquires, a 
Committee to assist his Honour the Governour when the ; 
Assembly is not sitting, to order and direct the , marches ; 
and stations of the inhabitants enlisted, and assembled for 
the special defence of the Colony, or any part or parts of 
them, as they shall judge necessary; and to give orders from ~ 
time to time for furnishing and employing said inhabitants 
so enlisted, with .every matter and thing that may be need- 
ful to render the defence of the Colony effectual. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Commissions or- 
dered by the Special Assembly in April last, to the respec- 
tive Officers appointed to enlist men for the defence of the 
Colony, shall be dated May ], 1775, and the Secretary 
ordered to fill them up accordingly. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Warrants to the ; 
Staff Officers, viz: Chaplain, Surgeon, and Surgeon's. 
Mates for each Regiment enlisted and formed for the spe^ 
cial defence and safety of this Colony, shall be dated the 
20th day of May, 1775, and bis Honour the Governour is: 
directed to fill the same accordingly. 

This Assembly grants to Major-General Wooster the 
sum of Four Pounds per month, to assist "and enable him 
to provide a proper Secretary for the necessary service' of 
such Department, 

This Assembly grants to Brigadier Generals Spencer and 
Putnam, respectively, as they shall find necessary, the sum 
of Four Pounds per month, to assist and enable them to 
provide proper Secretaries for the necessary service of their 
respective Departments. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Commissaries; ap- " 
pointed by this Assembly for supplying the inhabitants 
raised for the defence of the Colony, shall be allowed one 
and a half per cent, commission on all supplies purchased 
and paid for by order of the Assembly. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That Jabez Hamlin and 
Jesse Root, Esquires, be added to, and they are hereby 
appointed of the Committee to sign the Bills of Publick 
Credit on this Colony, ordered to be emitted by the Gen- 
eral Assembly holden at this place by special order of his. 
Honour the Governour, on the 26th day of April last, any 
three of said Committee to execute the trust aforesaid. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That five hundred pounds 
of Powder her immediately borrowed by the Committee of 
the Pay-Table, from the Town stocks of the adjacent 
Towns, and put into the hands of Colonel James Easton, 
to be transported with the utmost expedition to Crown 
Point and Ticonderoga, to be there used for the present 
and immediate defence of those Posts, till (he Resolves of 
the Continental Congress .may be carried into execution"; 
and that an order be drawn by the Committee of Pay-Table 
on the Colony Treasurer, in favour of said Colonel Easton, 
for Two Hundred Pounds, lawful money, to be improved 
by him in defraying the expenses of transporting said Pow- 
der and other necessary purposes, for the immediate support' 
and security of said Portresses, rendering his account 
therefor. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That .the pay of the Adju-. 
tarits in the Forces assembled for the defence of this Col- 
ony shall be the sum of Six Pounds per month ; and that 
such Adjutants shall sustain and receive pay for that office 
only ; and it is further resolved that the pay of the First 
Lieutenants of the Colonels' Companies in each Regimentj' 
respectively, shall be Six Pounds per month. 

This Assembly do appoint Dff.vid Johnson, junior, Sec-, 
ond Lieutenant in the Second Company in the Fourth 
Regiment, to be enlisted and assembled for the special de- 
fence of this, Colony; in the room of David BisseU, super- 
seded. , 

This Assembly do appoint Major Jabez Thompson to be 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Second Regiment of Militia in' 
this Colony, in the room of Lieutenant-Colonel Gould, re- 
signed. --- --;■■ .-"--.- 

Captain William Douglass, Major of the Second Regi- 
, merit, in room of Major Thompson', promoted. 

Gold Selleck Silliman, Esq., to be Colonel of the Fourth 
Regiment, in room of Colonel . . . . . , resigned. 

Captain Ichabod Lewis, tq be Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
Fourth Regiment, in the room of Gold Selleck Silliman, 
Esq., promoted. v - : 



J* 



-~» ; » 



575 



CONNECTlCtJ'f ASSEMBLY, MAT; 1775: 



576 



i<: 



9. 



.*. 



- - : Thomas Belding, Esq., to be Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
' Sixth TIegimentJ in the room of Matthew \Talcott, Esq., 

resighej - """ - 7"~ ". '. .. " " 

.-■•:■ -John Chester, Esq., to be Major of the Sixth Regiment, 
-. iri'theYoom SfThomas Belding, Esq., promoted. 
/ John Mead, Esq., to be Lieutenant-Colonel of the JX inth 
Regiment, in the room of David Waterbury, resigned. 
V -Stephen H, John, Esq., to be Major of the Ninth Regi- 
men^ in room of John Mead, Esq., promoted. 
~,\[Willig&.Win^ms, Esq., to "be Colonel oi the; Twelfth 
Regiment, hr roonrof Joseph Spencer, Esq., resigned. 
" * '/Henry Champion, Esq., to be Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
/I^eIfth3 B gi m ent,;in-rooTi) of William Williams, Esq., 
-reined?*" " " 
. ; * , Dyer Throup, Esq., to be Major of the Twelfth, Regiment. 
: Matt]ieu>_ Talcott, Esq., to be Colonel of the Twenty- 
■,.-..-. T{yrdjRegiment. 
■"'■'""; ^Captain Comfort Sage to be Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
/J\vemy-Thifd Regiment. 

'Captain John Penficld to be Major of the Twenty -Third 
.Regiment, 
.•.-.■i^/jebulon Biitlcr, Esq., to be Colonel of the.Twenty- 
- Fourth_Regiment. 

.,,. : Naifcan Demson, Esq., to be Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
.,.. Twenty-Fourth. Regiment. 

William Judd', Esq., to be Major of the Twenty-Fourth 
•.■'■ Regiment. " . - -'- 

QJW?r Smith, Esq., to be Major of the Eighth Regi- 
ment, in room" of Major Charles Phelps, Esq., resigned. 7 

Upon the Merjio"ial r Qf Joh n Sutlijf, Junior, and others, 

Inhabuantt of tlm Society of Northbury, in Waterbury, 

showing to ibis Assembly that they live within the limits of 

'•the. .West Military Company/or Trainband, in said Society, 

■ ajTdjIiat JITe "major pit of said Company, both Officers and 
■ ; Soldjers", aie tofally" disaffected to the general cause of 

^jpnVgnJjberty, and that they altogether refuse to adopt 
\ the. m.easurei: advised iiy .the. Continental Congress, but 
publickly speak and'act in direct opposition thereto.: '..'._-' 

Upon which .& Committee, viz : Thojnos, Matthews and 
Timothy Judd, "Esquires, were appointed, who have made 
'"-• theTr; ReporL.tolth.is Assembly, and. the same being also 
accepted : " " " " 

.. Resobed_ by this Assembly, That the.. Captain and En- 
sign of said West.Military Company or Trainband, in the" 
■■," .. SoBiety'of NortEbury', in said Waterbury, be. and. they are 
hereby cashiered and dismissed from; their respective mili- 

■ tary~pffices ; ani the Colonel of the Regiment said Com- . 
' parly 1 !" part of is_hereby directed to lead said Company to 

the.choice of a^Captain: and an Ensign, and other needful. 
'of8cB"?paiid make, return to this Assembly. 

.Upon the Memorial, of. Nathaniel Niles, of Norwich, in 
the. County of NgWr London, shewing to this Assembly that 
it ffoT .iniportancejhat the manufactujing of Iron Wire, upon 
.'which the Woollen .arid Cotton Manufactories 7so greatly 
depend, should. beset up and carried on with the greatest 
expedition, which the Memorialist is willing to undertake 
. and pursue, upon proper encouragement, and hath made 
son" a progress ±herein,&,c., as per Memorial on file: 
■■- Jtesolp§d by this Assembly, That Jabez Huntington, 
;. . Sain^d^ Huntington, and Elijah Backus, Esquires, all of 
Ncjfwjfh, be and they are hereby appointed a Committee 
to /examine into the matters contained in said Memorial, 
■-: : 'anti. the, expenses.'. of erecting proper works for the manu- 
.; facturing of Iron Wire ; and what encouragement may be 
properly given^ the Memorialist therefor; and if said Com- 
mittee, upon flue examination, shall judge it reasonablejmd. , 
; expedient, they are hereby empowered to draw their'order 
On. .the, Colony Treasurer for any sum not exceeding Three 
., Hundred^ Pounds to : be paid by said Treasurer, who is 
hereby directed to pay the same to the Memorialist, upon 
Ins giving good security Co the acceptance. of said Commit- 
. c tee, that said sum. shall be improved solely for the setting 
arup'and carrying on said Manufactory ; and that the princi-" 
.'V- pal sum /so ;re"ceiyed shall be repaid at the expiration of four 
r _ _,. years, after received, without any interest, thereon. . ": . 
.;'\ Resolved by this Assembly, That the Secretary of this 
Colony.be directed to send to the Towns of Torrwgton 
and New-Hartford, to return to this Assembly, in October 
next, the r whole of, tll.eif Lists, the exemption that" hatli. 
been granted to the Society of Torringford notwithstand.- 



jng^ and also to all the' rest of tlie Towns, in tfiis Colony 
that .are incorporated, that have not yet sent in Their Lists.. 
'-"■■ This Assembly do appoint Elisha Sheldon, Esq., Colo- 
nel Samuel Wyllys, Mr Ezra Selden, Mr. William Haw- 
ley, Mr. Jo7iathan Trumbull, Junior," "a nd TVIajor Samuel: ■ 
Canfield, to audit and adjust the Colony Accounts with John 
Lawrence, Esq., the present Treasurer of this CoJony. 

Whereas i the situation of publick affairs are_such_Et pre- 
sent, that the attention of the publick is called off. from 
private matters to things of greater importance ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the consideration oFaJl private Tiusin ess 
of a. civil and disputable nature, be referred over to the ses- 
sion of this. Assembly, in October next., ....-_ 
. This Assembly grants to his Honour Governour Trum- 
bull, the sum of One ifundred^and Fifty Pounds, for the 
first half of his salary the current year. 

This Assembly grants to tbeHonouraMe. Deputy Gov- 
ernour Grmvold the sum :of Fifty Pounds, for the'firs t half 
of his salary the current year. . T. 

Th.is ; Assembly grants to. John Lawrence, Esq., the^snm 
of One Hundred and ^Eighty Founds, Tor his salary tlie 
year past as Treasurer of this. C.Qjqn'y.„~~l "7 -"..._ 

This Assembly grants to \ George Wyllys, Esq., Secretary 
of this Colony, the sum of Twenty Pounds, for his salary 
the year past. -"" "."."." ~"~~^ r " '"""'""~~? Z' v^ " 

This Assembly is adjourned by Proclamation, 8jc,,~ until 
the Governour shall see cause to call it to meet together 
again. Test: "GE0HGE;W:vi.T,TS, Secretary." " 

In the Lower House : ...-...■.. ..... 

Mr. Hosmer, Colonel Wojcoti, Colonel Elderlcin, and 
Mr. Sturgess, are appointed a_ Committee to join the Com- 
mittee from the Honourable Upper House, to.co.nsider.wbat 
Intelligence, Papers, and Documents are nratenai and ne- 
cessary to be transmitted and.comTnuiifcated to jhe Conti- 
nental Congress at Philadelphia ; -and likewise take into' 
their consideration what matters and things relative to. the ". 
late hostile transactions, it is \~'&x pedieht' tb maKe publick, 
and report make. Test ;. ; RrcHABD Liw, Q" rfr. 

In the Upper House: ' "' " • ^,,':";"i-j; ; ":;;:• -^ 

t Jabe?. Hamlin, Esquire, is appointed to join the Com-.. 

mittee of the Lower House in the affair abpyerrnentibhed._ 

Test: George "WyLLys, Secretary. ~ 



To the Honourable the General Assemlly now sitting in 
Hartford. ,,,,.:,: ::_zz.;, ' 
We, your. Honours^ Committee appointed. To. consider! 



what Intelligence, Papers, and DocumentsTa.re.:Spej:iaI and_l . 
necessary to be transmitted and commTihjcated To^ ejCon-' 
tinentaj Congress now sitting at Phihdetpltia ; and likewise 
what matters and things relative to'tlie. kite h qstilej ra,nsa<;- ." 
tions it is expedient to make pubjick, beg leave to" report : 
our opinion : . '■'--■-■ - - -~/ ^= ^—^ ~-- - : - L 7-';- ■. 

First. That it is material and necessary tbat~cbpies of 
the Letter; wrote bj his Honour the Governour. to_G_encraI 
Gage, at the recpcsl and in behalf of the Ass.embly, and 
of General Gage's answer to said Letter, and of his Nar- 
rative of the proceedings of the Troops on the 18th and. 
19th of April last, accompanied with a, LetteTiiom his 
Honour the Governour, should be prepared aiid_Liajwiiitted , 
to Colonel Eliphaht Dyer, Roger THhinnan, and Silas 
T)eane } Esquires, Delegates from this Colony JoTEe" Con- 
tinental Congress, to he made u^e of at their disct ctfon ; tlie 
Narrative from the Provincial Congress of MassacEusetti,- 
Bay, and the Depositions taken by and received fiom them, 
being, as we are well informed, already sent to said Con- 
tinental Congress, we are of opinioq it is not necessary to 
forward from hence. . -_ - 

Secondly. That a concise and true Nanation of the late 
hostile attackmade by thg Tioops under the command of 
General. Gage upon tlie inhabitants of the Province of tlie 
Massachusetts-Bay, with the Depositions to support and 
confirm the same, should he piepared for the press, and be 
printed and dispersed through this Colony; and we farther 
beg leave to submit it to the considciatipn of the As- 
sembly, whether it would not answqr some good purpose, 
if the Narrative of said transactions received (join General _ 
Gage, were printed and published with the Nairathe and ~* 
proofs aforesaid. Per order: J. Hamlin. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER PROM LONDON TO A GENTLEMAN 
IN PHILADELPHIA. 

London, May 12, 1775. 

1 did not, until this day, receive your kind favour of 
March 17, which confirmed the agreeable intelligence of 
the decisive victory of the sons of liberty in New-York, 
over the pitiful and mercenary supporters of despotism. 

The Remonstrance of their Assembly to the House of 
Commons, Mr. Burke, the agent, is to present next Mon- 
day, the 15th instant. I fancy you may take it for granted, 
the Ministry are determined it shall not be received ; but if 
their minds should change before that time, it will be 
received only to be condemned, by ordering it to lay on the 
table, which is almost as slighting a mode of procedure as 
refusing to receive it. Thus are applications treated, when 
made in the very manner the Ministers themselves have 
pointed out. In short, nothing will please, but an absolute 
and total submission, at the shrine of despotism, of the lives, 
liberties, and property, of yourselves and posterity to end- 
less generations. 

Whether these things are not worthy of contending for, 
even unto deatli, I Leave you to judge, who may enjoy 
the blessings of them, or feel the curse of wanting them 
forever. Tbejadvantages of commerce are now, for the 
first time in this Kingdom, held at naught by our wick- 
ed Ministers ; as they suppose commerce enlarges the 
ideas of men in general, and gives more aversion to tyran- 
ny than confined employment ; therefore, the trade of poor 
old England is to be buried in the same grave with Ame- 
rican liberty. 

The merchants and manufacturers you well know, how- 
ever, before this, have bestirred themselves in the American 
cause ; but as they did not really feel, their exertions were 
not earnest enough to command success. For my own 
part, I am convinced thjs business can never be settled 
without bloodshed, unless you are tame enough to give up 
every thing that can be held dear in this world, viz : civil 
and religious liberty, to absolute tyranny; because 1 know 
the Ministers, or, in plain words, their master, Lord Bute, 
has ordained it shall be. In my mind, there should not be 
one moment's hesitation about the choice : we can die but 
once, and never on a better occasion than in the cause of 
God, and the rights of mankind. The friends of liberty 
in tbis_Country, who are really numerous, look to you 
with wonderful attention. They expect much good from 
your virtue ; and, in my judgment, when the first engage- 
ment happens in America, a flame will burst out here 
that must overwhelm the contrivers of all this mischief. 
The eyes of all Europe are upon you; and I believe we 
should^ have had a foreign war before this, but France and 
Spain wait to see the business first fairly begun in Ame- 
rica. THowever, this day the foreign mail brings certain 
intelligence of twelve Spanish Men-of-War arriving at 
Cadiz ., from the Mediterranean, which has occasioned 
much speculation among the politicians, and horrible gri- 
maces imong the ministerial gentry. I am no enthusiast; 
but stirrrim convinced that this American business is in 
the hand ofProvidence, to make you a great and wonderful 
Empire. Every circumstance is in your favour, and I have 
no doubt of your sagacity and virtue in taking advantage 
thereof.. 

We suppose, by this time, all the Troops for Boston 
have left Ireland — seven Regiments of Infantry and one 
of Horse ; the Foot may be about three thousand effec- 
tive men, -and the Horse from two to four hundred. The 
Cavalry, if they arrive (for probably many will die on the 
passage) cannot be fit for service this summer. Next week 
Sir "George Savile in the House of Commons, and Lord 
Camden in the House of Lords, are each of them to pre- 
sent a Petition from the inhabitants of Quebeck, praying 
for the repeal of the Quebeck Government Act, when 
each of them, in their several Houses, will make a motion 
for that purpose. 

From what knowledge I have of America, it appears to 
me an absolute certainty that the ministerial plan of slavery 
that is formed for you can never succeed, if you continue 
unanimous, and determine to resist, even unto death, rather 
than resign your liberties. Depend on your own efforts, 
and leave the issue to Providence, which, as the guardians 
of virtue, will certainly make your efforts successful. 

Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 3 



RICHMOND COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a Committee elected for the County of Richmond, 
meeting by an adjournment from the 10th of this instant, 
at the Court-House of this County, on the 12th of May, 
1775, present Landon Carter, Esquire, Chairman, and a 
very full bench of the Members : 

The Committee appointed on the 10th instant, having 
brought in their Report, according to the order of that day, 
the same was received and read, and is as follows : 

Your Committee, taking into consideration, according to 
order, the late Address of his Excellency the Governour 
to the Council, on the 2d of this instant, and the Procla- 
mation issued in consequence of their advice on the 3d 
instant, think themselves indispensably bound to their con- 
stituents to vindicate them from the groundless aspersions, 
and very unjust accusations with which a part of this 
community are therein charged, and which are only calcu- 
lated to induce a belief that the people of this Country are 
meditating a plan to change the present form of Govern- 
ment. They have, therefore, 

Resolved, 1st. That the late commotions in some parts 
of this Country, alluded to in the Address and Proclama- 
tion, arose from a full conviction of a cruel and determined 
plan of Administration to enslave these Colonies, which 
has been manifested in various instances, and of which the 
late proceedings of his Excellency, in removing the Pow- 
der from the Magazine, with the several circumstances 
attending the same, appear evidently to be a part. 

2d. That our repeated and dutiful applications for 
redress of grievances, our patient endurance under a long 
course of irritating and oppressive measures, and our most 
solemn declarations " that our utmost wish was a restitu- 
tion of the rights which we enjoyed until the year 1763," 
are convincing proofs of our attachment to the Constitu- 
tion, our loyalty to our Sovereign, and our love of order. 

3d. That the whole of his Excellency's conduct respect- 
ing the unhappy disputes between the Colonies and the 
British Ministry, especially the groundless and injurious 
charges alleged against the people of this Colony, in his 
Address to the Council, and in his Proclamation of the 
3d of this instant. (May,) are unjustifiable and inimical, and 
therefore he has justly forfeited the confidence of the peo- 
ple of this Colony. 

4th. That the Members of His Majesty's Council who 
advised the above-mentioned Proclamation, acted incon- 
sistently with that wisdom, justice, and generosity which 
ought to characterize them as legislators, judges, and natives 
of the most distinguished in the Colony ; and we dodeclare, 
that we find ourselves deeply affected that those who should 
be mediators between the executive power and the peo- 
ple, should concur' in fixing a stigma on their fellow-sub- 
jects, so unjust and so undeserved. 

5th. That in order to remove these atrocious aspersions, 
and to convince the world of our firm. attachment to the 
Constitution as it existed before the year 1763, we hereby 
solemnly pledge ourselves to support it at the hazard of 
our lives and fortunes. 

Every Resolve contained in the foregoing being distinctly 
read, and separately considered, was passed nemine contra- 
dicente. 

Ordered, That these proceedings of this day, as soon 
as may be convenient, be transmitted to the Press for the 
satisfaction of the publick. 

William Smith, Clerk pro tern. 



PROCLAMATION BY LORD DCNMORE. 

By His Excellency the Right Honourable John Earl of 
Dunmore, His Majesty's Lieutenant and Governour- 
General of the Colony and Dominion of Virginia, and 
Vice-Admiral of the same : 

A Proclamation. 
Virginia, to wit: 

Whereas the General Assembly stands prorogued to the^ 
first Thursday in September next, but it is judged expe- 
dient and necessary that they should be sooner convened : 
I have therefore thought proper, by this Proclamation, in 
His Majesty's name, to appoint the first Thursday in the 
next month for that purpose ; at which time their attend- 
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ance is accordingly required at the Capitol, in the City of 
Williamsburg h, for the despatch of publick business. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the Colony, at 
Williamsburgh aforesaid, this 12th day of May, in the fif- 
teenth year of His Majesty's reign. Ddnmohe. 
God save the King. 



TO THE PUBLICK. 



Whereas the following false reports have been indus- 
triously propagated, with the malicious design of injuring 
my character with the publick, viz: that I had insulted 
the Delegates of the present Congress at Bristol, and 
declared that they were an unlawful body of men, and 
that the Magistrates ought to disperse them ;" and " that I 
have wrote letters to the Ministry inimical to America :" 
Now in justice to my own reputation, and that the good 
people of this Province may not be deceived by such 
groundless falsehoods, I do declare that these reports are 
malicious and without the least foundation ; and that how- 
ever easy it might have been to establish a correspon- 
dence with Administration, was I capable of entertaining a 
thought inimical to the Country where all I hold dear and 
valuable is fixed, and where 1 am determined to spend the 
remainder of my life, yet I have, neither directly nor indi- 
rectly any such correspondence, nor ever wrote a sentiment 
to any man in Great Britain injurious to the rights and 
freedom of America, nor ever recommended any measure 
whatever to be pursued in respect to the present dispute 
between the two Countries. And I do hereby call on the 
author or authors of these false reports to make good their 
malicious charges, or to take that blame to themselves which 
such malevolence deserves. 

All that I have to request of my countrymen on this or 
the like occasions is, that they will deal with so much can- 
dour and justice towards me as to discredit any malevolent 
reports, until the authors shall exhibit some proof in sup- 
port of their charges : and this I trust no good man will 
think unreasonable, as he cannot but be aware that the 
most innocent may be condemned, unless this great rule of 
justice be observed. Joseph Galloway. 

Trevose, Pennsylvania, May 12, 1775. 



Bergen County, New-Jersey, Committee Chamber, ) 

May 12, 1775. \ 

Resolved, That John Fell, Esquire, Theunis Dey, 
Esquire, Thomas Brown, Esquire, Peter Zabriskie, Esq., 
John Demarest, Esquire, Mr. Samuel Berry, Mr. Corne- 
lius Van Vorst, Mr. Isaac Noble, Mr. Aarent J. Schuy- 
ler, Mr. Jacob Terhune, Doctor Abraham Van Boskirk, 
John Van Boskirk, Esquire, Mr. Gabriel Ogden, Mr. 
Jost Zabrislcie, and Mr. Gabriel Van Orden, be a Stand- 
ing Committee of Correspondence for this County, and 
that any five of them, of which the President or Vice 
President to be one, have power to act. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above Resolve be printed 
in the New- York Newspapers. 

By order of the Committee : John Fell, Chairman. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Correspondence for 
Bergen County, Neiv-Jersey, May 12, 1775 : 

Present: John Fell, Theunis Dey, Thomas Brown, 
John Demarest, Esquires, Messrs. Cornelius Van Vorst, 
Isaac Noble, Jacob Terhune, Doctor Abraham Van Bos- 
kirk, JohnVan Boskirk, Esquire, Messrs. Gabriel Ogden, 
Jost Zabriskie, and Gabriel Van Orden : 

John Demarest, Esquire', chosen President ; Mr. Gabriel 
Van Orden, chosen Vice-President. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above proceedings be 
published in the Neiv-York Newspapers. 

By order of the Committee of Correspondence : 

John Demarest, President. 



^ TO THE MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Whereas an agreement has been made between General 
Gage and the inhabitants of the Town of Boston, for the 
removal of the persons and effects of such of the inhabi- 
tants of the Town of Boston as may be so disposed, (ex- 
cepting their fire-arms and ammunition,) into the Country, 



and in consequence thereof, the Provincial Congress have 
made a Resolution, the purport of which is nearly similar 
to the above agreement, in confidence that said agreement 
would be punctually adhered to ; but by sad experience we 
find the inhabitants of Boston are not permitted to leave 
the Town according to the agreement, and nothing to pre- 
vent, that we know of, but the cruel exertion of despotick 
power : Therefore it is humbly submitted to the. Committee 
of Safety, whether it is not advisable to suspend the afore- 
said Resolution of Congress until they are fully satisfied 
the above agreement is punctually fulfilled, and in the mean 
time to apprehend and seize all Crown officers and known 
enemies to the liberties of the _C_oLo_nies, to be liberated 
when it may be judged reasonable by the Congress; and 
also to recommend the like mode of conduct to our sister 
Colonies. S. Osgood, Major of Brigade. 

May 12, 1775. 

PETITION OF JOHN SAWYER AND OTHERS TO THE MASSA- 
CHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable Congress now sitting a( Watertown, 
the humble Petition of us the subscriBers, whose names 
are underwritten, humbly sheweth, fyc. 

Whereas your petitioners have lately settled in the east- 
ern parts, and are in great distress for want of provisons and 
ammunition, by reason of the lumber, failing of sale, and 
the great drought last summer, that our crops being cut 
short, and being in great distress for fear of the enemy, as 
we have news from Cooper shewing that the Indians on the 
Cape are building forty Indian canoes, and it is expected 
that the Governour of Halifax has hired the Indians to 
come along shore and kill us and our families, and take our 
creatures, and we have nothing to defend ourselves with but 
our hands, as there is no powder of any value among us, 
(we also fear the tenders coming" to get our cattle :) 

Your humble petitioners therefore beg your assistance, 
and grant us some relief, and send us some corn and other 
necessaries of life, and some powder, balls, flints, and a 
few small arms, that we may have wherewithal to defend 
ourselves and fight for our lives and liberties, which vye pray 
God to give us strength and courage, as long as we have 
life, in the defence of our Country, provided your Honours 
should order us any support. 

We, your petitioners, bind ourselves to pay forthwith 
the interest and charges in sending, as soon as lumber will 
have any sale, and trading revive. 

We, your petitioners, beg your serious consideration, and 
as in duty bound we shall ever pray. 



John Sawyer, 
Jacob Trussel, 
James Dodge, 
Samuel Watson, 
Abner Dodgo, 
Nehemiah Allen, 
John Black, 
Moses Blaqk, 
Samuel Hale, 
Joshua Trussel, 
William Obee, 
Jonathan Clay, 
Ebenezer Hinkley, 



Andrew Herrick, 
Shadrach Watson, 
William Reed, 
Robert Dougherty, 
Daniel Black, 
John Herrick, 
James. Fly, 
Samuel Cousons, 
Samuel Herrick, 
Joseph Bapson, 
Stephen Gatchell, 
Cornelius Morgan, 



Samuel Robset, 
Joshua Herrick, 
Enoch Blajidel, 
Moses Eaton, 
Ebenezer Eaton, 
NathanleTAllen, 
BenjarrnifYork, 
George Goodwin, 
Ebenezer Herrick, 
John Bodge, 
John Carter, 
JamesTCarter. 



There being in the Town in number that are able to bear 
arms seventy, but living at a great distance, and not having 
time to assemble at this time, the vessel just ready" to sail, 
we would beg for the whole. 

May 12, 1775. ~ ./IH 



TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Amesbury, May 12, 1775. 

Sir : Mr. John Currier has enlisted about fortjrsoldiers, 
who are ready to march, provided he may be their Cap- 
tain, (and upon this condition they enlisted,) and we can 
recommend him to be a person of good character, and con- 
ducted very well in the last war, and that he has been 
steady and faithful in the affairs of the Town Tie has been 
chosen to serve in ; and we desire that he may be enlisted 
to the office that his soldiers expected him to have ; and 
further, we expect that he will shortly enlist more men to 
fill his Company. And as we lately received a letter from 
the Congress, recommending to us to be assisting and en- 
couraging the enlisting of soldiers, we have done our 
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endeavours in promoting and encouraging the same, and 
are still ready to do all in our power to forward all necessaries 
recommended to us. 

Sir, we are your humble and obedient servants, 



swear they are worth whatever sum is in the recognizance, 
and no doubt it will be an enormous sum. Mr. Smith was 
this day taken with a writ of one hundred thousand 
Pounds damages. But Lneed not descend into particulars ', 



Caleb Pilseury, 

JOSIAH SaRGEANT 



} . , every part of their conduct appears that they not only want 

^ £ Selectmen of Amesbury. tfae j Qrisdictlon of this q Uarter) but a i s0 t0 rob eve ry man of 



In Committee of Supplies Chamber, ? 
Watertown, May 12, 1775. $ 

Gentlemen: The Congress having resolved that the 
Army should be supplied with such goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise as shall appear necessary by the Colony, and 
not as has been by Sutlers, we have procured some articles 
that are wanted, and sent them, with a copy of the Re- 
solves, to one of the Deputies of the Commissary at Cam- 
bridge, Mr. Browne ; but we think that it will be found 
necessary to have Deputies for this business only, as it must 
take up the whole time of one person to deliver goods to 
two Regiments only, and keep good accounts against the 
soldiers, more especially as the accounts must be exhibited 
to the Captains, that they may deduct them on making up 
the muster-roll. As the Commissary is now confined with 
sickness to his chamber, we desire you to appoint a Deputy 
for the particular business, that the goods procured by us 
may be received by him, and immediately disposed of to 
the soldiers, who are much in want thereof. 

David Cheever, 
One of the Committee of Supplies. 



In Committee of Supplies Chamber, ) 
Watortown, May 13, 1775. { 

Sir: We shall be glad to know, how the matter is cir- 
cumstanced with respect to the Colony Arms which were 
lent to the Scholars, that proper measures may be pursued 
to get them in. Pray send a line by the bearer. 

We are truly your friends, &c, &c. 

David Cheever, per order. 

To the Committee of Safety. 



his property. 

And, gentlemen, it is by your friends here thought ad- 
visable that the Sheriff, with a party of fifty men, or there- 
abouts, should come up and take us who are in confine- 
ment, and also as many of these rascals as possible, as there 
will be no strength to oppose you, there being but eighteen 
men in the Fort. It is surprising what a pusillanimous 
temper must prevail amongst the people in general to suffer 
the peace and welfare of a whole County to be destroyed 
by such a handful of villains. But let the people be called 
upon by the Sheriff, and certainly they will hot refuse to 
come. If such a step be thought best, it ought to be 
managed with secrecy and despatch. Pray send off an 
express by Tuesday night to us with advice, for if we are 
not taken off we must give bail, if it can be had, and the 
thoughts of so doing is no small mortification after hanging 
out so long. I have no time to say any more, but ac- 
knowledge myself your humble servant, 

James Cavet. 
To Arthur St. Clair, John Camaghan, William Lochcy, 
Esquires, and all our brethren inclusive. 
P. S. I must beg your pardon and patience also for 
writing so long an epistle, but I had almost forgot to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your favour of the 9th, and also 
to inform you that Mr. Scott is bound by the Sheriff to 
appear here next court, and I suppose will share the same 
fate of Hanna and myself. 



GENERAL THOMAS TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Roxbury, May 12, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I find no establishment made by the Con- 
gress for such officers as Adjutant and Quartermasters Gen- 
eral, which officers are as necessary, in a large encampment, 
as almost any whatever; and where any number of Regi- 
ments are posted in camp, there cannot be a proper regu- 
lation of duty without such, I should be glad to be ad- 
vised whether I may be allowed to give any encouragement 
to any suitable persons for such office, that they will receive 
any reward in future if they will undertake it. And as I 
understand there are a number of the Rules for the Mas- 
sachusetts Army printed, and are now at Cambridge, 
should be glad a number may be forwarded by the bearer 
for the use of the Camp in Roxbury. 

I am, gentlemen, with due respect, your most obedient 
humble servant, Jno. Thomas. 

To the Honourable the Committee of Safety. 



JAMES CAVET TO ARTHUR ST. CLAIR AND OTHERS. 

■ Pittsburgh, May 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I am sorry that it is so much in my power 
to doubt the Governour's attention to this unhappy Coun- 
try. We have not had, since our confinement, the least 
account from him, and I think it is beyond a doubt he got 
our packet. Our express is returned, and says he gave the 
letters to Doctor Plunlcet at Susquehannah, who would 
certainly send them. Our situation, and that of the well 
affected inhabitants of this place, is become almost in- 
tolerable: it is impossible for any person to conceive the 
cruel mode of proceedings at this place, unless those who 
are unhappy enough to be eye-witnesses thereof. Mr. 
Smith, in particular, will, (if not by some means prevent- 
ed,) in a short time be absolutely ruined. Mr. Hanna 
and myself will, at this court, be confined in the guard- 
room of Fort Dunmore, if w 7 e don't give bail, and God 
knows whether it will be in our power so to do, for we are 
informed, by some of our friends, that none other will be 
acceptable but those who will come into open court and 



DOCTOR ELEAZER WHEELOCK TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Dartmouth College, May 13, 1775. 
Much honoured and respected Sir: Your favour of 
17th ultimo duly arrived. Mr. Dean is not yet returned ; 
I am now daily expecting him, with one of my English 
pupils, who has resided with the Tribe at St. Francis ever 
since last August, to learn their language. I have no sus- 
picion of any publick design of hostilities in any of the 
Northern Tribes ; but we are lately alarmed with accounts 
that several of our own people have been authorized by 
General Gage to go to Canada and collect a party there 
to join them in distressing us at a time which they shall 
think favourable for their purpose. The bearer, Mr. 
Smith, who is a tutor of this college, and a young gen- 
tleman to be depended upon, can give you the account, 
which I suppose you have likely already had, for substance, 
from Esquire Curtis, of this place. 

But we are many of us more alarmed by the rash, pre- 
cipitant, and headlong conduct of a number among us who 
have been honoured with His Majesty's commissions, civil 
and military, but have of late openly and publickly given 
them up, and that only upon this principle, viz: that His 
Majesty has forfeited his Crown, and that all commissions 
from him are therefore vacated of course ; and have ac- 
cordingly appointed a set of officers of their own choosing, 
and appear to be plunging themselves and their dependants 
as far and as fast as they can into a state of anarchy. They 
assume to themselves the right of treating their fellow men 
in a rough and sovereign manner, seizing, stopping, con- 
trolling, and examining strangers and others in such" a hos- 
tile manner as tends to inspire a general fear in all sorts ; 
e. g., two of my scholars, a few days ago, were peace- 
ably and inoffensively travelling from college home, when 
they were, by a ruffian, stopped in the road, who presented 
a gun cocked at their breasts, and swore by God they were 
dead men if they did not immediately tell him who they 
were, where they were going, and what their business was ; 
and this without milder or other introduction to his inquiry. 
And it is feared, if a speedy stop cannot be put to this 
evil, murders, and frequent ones, too, will ensue ; and thatT 
they will prove themselves really to be what these Colo-^ 
nies have been so injuriously charged with being, and bring 
the fiercest rage of a Northern Army upon these infant 
frontiers, and justify them in savage cruelties, prevent 
any testimonial of our Governour in our favour, and draw 
away the strength of the Provinces below us from our de- 
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fence, which he may have no occasion. to do if we behave 
ourselves soberly, adhere firmly to our Constitution, though 
at the same time, as individuals, are helping our brethren 
as much as our feeble state will allow. And I would 
humbly propose whether this case, as the evil seems to be 
spread wide in part of this Province, and in the new coun- 
tries adjoining in New-York Province, be not worthy to be 
communicated for the consideration of the Continental Con- 
gress, who can put a stop to it, if any can. 

I also fear much evil from the unprovoked, harsh, cruel, 
and worse than savage threats given out by some against 
my Indian boys, which have already occasioned fear in 
some of them ; and I fear, if it be not stopped, will produce 
some unfavourable accounts from them to their friends ; 
this evil I am constantly guarding against as much as pos- 
sible. 

I have lately received letters from my honoured patrons 
in London, of February 17th, replete with expressions of 
friendship to this institution, but with assurances that no 
further publick aids are to be expected by me from that 
side the water till this publick controversy between them 
and us be amicably settled,, which they suggest no present 
grounds of encouragement to expect ; nor do they think 
fit in their publick and united capacity to write a word of 
politicks, but as private friends some of them express their 
great friendship to the religious and civil liberties of Ame- 
rica, and their apprehensions that if the sword should be 
drawn in the controversy on this side the water, it will be 
soon theirs also. 

I would humbly propose to your Honour, and if you 
shall think proper, to your honourable Assembly, whether — 
considering the surprising progress of this institution under 
the smiles of Heaven hitherto, and the fair prospect not 
only of its great utility to the general and charitable design 
of it, but also as it is, and likely may long be, an important 
barrier against the present threatening mischiefs of a North- 
ern enemy — it may not be thought worthy your charitable 
recommendation of it to the charity and benevolence of the 
Continental Congress, to be by them recommended to the 
favour and notice of the pious and charitable of these 
Colonies. 

This may greatly serve the interests of this institution 
in its present infant, feeble, and deserted state, and not only 
so, but raise it higher injhe esteem of the savage Tribes, 
which are its first object, and enable me to increase its in- 
fluence to the good purposes of preserving and increasing 
that peace and friendship which at present subsists between 
us and them, and seems to be of very great importance to 
both. My printed Narrative may give you and other gen- 
tlemensome short account of the progress and present 
state of it, by which you may be able to judge for your- 
selves of the propriety and expediency of what I here 
propose. All which I do, with the greatest cheerfulness and 
confidence, submit to your wise, prudent, and friendly de- 
termination- I would not have any thing published or sent 
abroad which I. have hinted, so as to expose my friends at 
home, who, I find, are cautious in that matter. I am, my 
honoured and dear Sir, with much esteem and respect, 
your Honour's most obedient and most humble servant, 

Eleazer Wheelock. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THOMAS FRASER TO GEORGE 
ERVING, IN BOSTON, DATED LONDON, MAT 13, 1775, 

I thank you most heartily for the great trouble you have 
given yourself in sending our house, as well as myself, so 
particular an account of the state of your present unfortu- 
nate Country. Sorry, very sorry am I to find so many 
thousands of its inhabitants act as if they were infatuated, 
and determined, as much as in them lays, that every thing 
shall be in confusion,, _I have for many months flattered 
myself there was no chance that any blood would be shed 
on account of the present disagreeable contest. I still 
hope the wide breach may be healed without proceeding 
to such extremities, but really I have now my fears. How- 
ever, trusting that an over-ruling Providence will order 
every thing for the." best,, I will patiently wait the event. I 
am sprry that your trade,, as well as ours, isso much inter- 
rupted ; when it will be otherwise I cannot say. Your, 
brig, the Harmony, lies in our river, and what is to be 
done, with her I. capnpt say; on her arrival, our J..L. sent 



his servant with a note to Lord North, acquainting him 
that the vessel was come, and that he was ready to wait 
upon his Lordship. I am surprised he has not sent a line ; 
it is probable he may have forgot it. Mr. Lane sends to 
him again to-morrow. I am the more surprised he has not 
desired him to come to his house, because he read your 
letter with great attention, and expressed his uneasiness that 
the friends of good order laboured under so many incon- 
veniences, which he wished might be avoided in future. 
You have before been informed of his Lordship saying he 
was glad your brig was gone forward, because it gave liim 
an opportunity of well considering the application you have 
made. From his silence, I should apprehend he doth not 
mean the scheme should be put in execution. _ He hinted 
to Mr. Lane, that if permission was given, we must apply 
to the Admiralty. In short, I wish you success in all your 
engagements; but whether or no you and I may have rea- 
son to have desired that Captain Shayler might come fully 
loaded with merchandise from hence, is a point that J can- 
not determine. You must allow that affairs are in a very 
critical situation ; and although a civil war may never break 
out, yet there has been a great appearance of one. If you 
should for once lose the profit you expected to make by 
the Harmony, I hope it will be amply made up to you 
when matters get settled ; then there may be some comfort 
in executing our friends' commissions, You may believe 
me when I say I have experienced very little satisfaction 
for these two years past, and scarce know what course to 
take with the little business we have left. I trust that 
when matters once get settled, that Administration will 
take proper notice of those who have ventured so much to 
serve them ; your friends here will not be backward in 
promoting your interest on every occasion. 

I have neither time nor abilities to enter into the minutiae 
of things as I could wish. I have a great respect for Mr. 
Erving, and hope there will ever be a lasting friendship 
subsisting between us. What the Americans will think of 
the Restraining Act of the Fishery, he, I cannot tell ; I 
should think it must bring about universal confusion and 
anarchy, or a happy and speedy settlement ; this last I 
earnestly wish may take place. Mr. Lane proposes, when 
he sees Lord North, to desire him to destroy your letter; 
though, as it had been in his possession many weeks before, 
presume it can signify but little, especially as I am pretty 
confident the contents of your letter will never be known 
to the publick. I am, with great respect, Sir, your most 
humble servant, Thomas Fraser. 



TIMOTHY LADD TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 
Goffstown, N. H., May 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen : After my regards to your Honours with 
freedom, whereas it is thought there will be a number of 
soldiers called for out of this Province for the assistance 
and defence of North America, for our privileges and 
liberties ; 1 would inform your Honours that if occasion 
should call for a number, I am ready to serve your. Hon- 
ours in this Government and my Country, for the de- 
fence of our privileges and the enjoyment of liberty in 
America. 

If your Honours should call for me, I am ready to serve 
my Country with all freedom and assistance that I am 
capable of; as 1 think it is the duty of all well-wishers to 
liberty and the North America. Wishing success to lib- 
erty, so I subscribe myself your well-wisher and humble 
servant, Timothy Ladd. 

To the Honourable Congress sifting at Exeter. 



BENEDICT ARNOLD TO THE MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY. 

Tieonderoga, May 14, 1775. 

Gentlemen: My last was the 11th instant per express, 
since which a party of men have seized on Crown Point, 
in w*hich they took eleven prisoners, and found sixty-one 
pieces of cannon serviceable, and fifty-three unfit for ser- 
vice. I ordered a party to Skenesborough, to take Major 
Skene, who have made him prisoner, arid seized a small 
schooner, which is just arrived here. I intend setting out 
in her directly, with a batteau and fifty men, to take pos- 
session of the sloop, which, we are advised this morning 
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by the post, is at St. John's, loaded with provisions, &,c, 
waiting a wind for this place. Enclosed is a list of cannon, 
Sic, here, though imperfect, as we have found many pieces 
not included, and some are on the edge of the lake, cov- 
ered with water. I am, with the assistance of Mr. Ber- 
nard Romans, making preparation at Fort George for trans- 
porting to Albany those cannon that will be serviceable to 
our Army at Cambridge. I have about one hundred men 
here, and expect more every minute. Mr. Allen's party 
is decreasing, and the dispute between us subsiding. I am 
extremely'sorry matters have not been transacted with 
more prudence and judgment; I have done every thing in 
my power, and put up with many insults to preserve "peace 
and serve the publick. I hope soon to be properly releas- 
ed from this troublesome business, that some more proper 
person may be appointed in my room ; till which I am, 
very respectfully, gentlemen, your most obedient humble 
servant, Benedict Arnold. 

P. S. Since writing the above, Mr. Romans concludes 
going to Albany to forward carriages for the cannon, 
&jc, and provisions, which will be soon wanted. I beg 
leave to observe he has been of great service here, and I 
think him a very spirited, judicious gentleman, who has the 
service of the Country much at heart, and hope he will 
meet proper encouragement. B. A. 



TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, NOW 
SITTING AT WATERTOWN. 

Falmouth, May 14, 1775. 

Honoured Sir : The Committee of Correspondence in 
this Town beg leave to inform you, that some time past 
we received advice from Georgetown, that Colonel Thomp- 
son was fitting two vessels there with design to attempt the 
taking the King's ship Canceaux', stationed in this harbour, 
commanded by Captain Mowat, a gentleman whose con- 
duct since he has been here has given no grounds of sus- 
picion he had any design to distress or injure us; but on 
the other hand has afforded his assistance to sundry vessels 
in distress. As we thought such an attempt had the appear- 
ance of laying the foundation for the destruction of this 
Town, the Committee of Correspondence met, and wrote 
to the Committee of Correspondence at Georgetown, 
desiring they would prevent their coming ; we also wrote to 
Colonel Thompson desiring him to desist from such an 
attempt, as it would throw this Town into the greatest cop- 
fusion imaginable; we sent an express, and received his 
answer that he had dropped the design of coming. But on 
Monday night he landed upwards of sixty men on the 
back side of a neck of land joining this Town, who came 
there in a number of boats, and lay undiscovered till about 
the middle of the next day ; at which time Captain Mowat, 
the Doctor of the ship, and Parson Wiswal, were taking 
a walk on said neck, when a detachment from Colonel 
Thompson' s party rushed from their concealment, surround- 
ed the gentlemen, and made them prisoners, and conducted 
them to the Colonel, who was with the main body on the 
backside of the neck. Captain Hogg, who now commanded 
the ship, immediately clapped springs on his cabels, she lay- 
ing within musket shot of the Town, and swore if the <ren- 
tlemen were not released by six o'clock, he would fire on 
the Town. He fired two cannon, and although there 
were no shot in them, it frightened the women and chil- 
dren to such a degree, that some crawled under wharves, 
some ran down cellar, and some out of Town. Such a 
shocking scene was never presented to view here. The 
gentlemen who were in custody were conducted to a pub- 
lick house, where Captain Mowat declared if he was not 
released it would be the destruction of the Town. Every 
gentleman present used his utmost endeavours to accom- 
modate the matter. Colonel Thompson consented that a 
Committee should be chosen, consisting of officers from his 
party, and gentlemen from the Town, to consult in what 
manner the affair could be accommodated ; but as it was 
late, the Committee chose to defer the consideration of it 
till next morning. Captain Mowat then requested he 
might go on board his ship that night ; and he would pawn 
his word and honour he would return next mornings at 
what time, and at what place should be appointed. Col- 
onel Thompson consented, provided Colonel Freeman, and 
Brigadier Preble, would' pass their words,, and that the 



several gentlemen should return according to their promise, 
and also pawn their word and honour if the gentlemen 
failed coming, that they would deliver themselves up and 
stand by the consequences ; which was consented to. Cap- 
tain Mowat not coming according to promise, which was 
to have been at nine o'clock next morning, the sponsors 
appeared according to promise, and were confined. Captain 
Mowat wrote to them, and let them know he had fully 
determined to have complied with his promise, but he 
had sent his man on shore to carry some dirty linen to 
his washing-woman, and to bring off some clean ; that 
said man made oath, that two of the body, under arms, 
one of which swore, by all that was sacred, the moment 
he came on shore he should have what was in his piece, 
and the other that he should never return on board again 
with his life: and that two more of his men ipade oath, they 
heard, several of the men under arms say, the moment he 
came on shore they would have his life ; this was what he 
wrote to plead an excuse for not complying with his pro- 
mise. Colonel Thompson told the two gentlemen under 
confinement, that he must have some provision and re- 
freshment for his men, which they procured to the amount 
of thirteen or fourteen Pounds, lawful money, on which 
they were dismissed. About ten o'clock, he sent an ac- 
count to them for time and expense, amounting to one hun- 
dred and fifty-eight Pounds and eighteen Shillings, lawful 
money, and gave them till next morning nine o'clock to re- 
turn an answer, which they did in the negative. He said 
he would have satisfaction before he left the Town. He 
then seized all the goods he could find belonging to Captain 
Coulson and William Tyng, Esquires. They also carried 
off one boat belonging to Coulson, and one other to Cap- 
tain Mowat. They also obliged Captain Vote to furnish 
them with some provisions, and a small matter of cash. 
They also brought one man on his knees for speaking disre- 
spectfully of the Colonel and his men. Colonel Thompson, 
we doubt not, is a true friend to his Country, and a man of 
courage and resolution ; but as our Town lays so much 
exposed to the Navy, that had he succeeded in his attempt, 
(which there was not the least probability of,) it must have 
proved the destruction of this Town' and the country back, 
which is now in the greatest distress for want of provisions. 
We have only related plain facts, that the honourable 
members of the Provincial Congress may not be imposed 
on with false accounts, to whom please to communicate this 
letter. We are, with great esteem, gentlemen, your most 
obedient servant, Jedediah Preble, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE OF FALMOUTH TO THE 
COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Falmouth, May 15, 1775. 

May it please your_ Honours : We, the Committee of 
Correspondence in Falmouth, would beg leave to represent 
to your Honours the situation and circumstances of this 
Town and County, and if there is any impropriety in our 
doing it, your candour will excuse it. 

The alarming attempt of Colonel Thompson to take the 
Ship Canceaux, Captain Henry Mowat commander, now 
in this harbour, has occasioned great uneasiness in this 
Town, as it has a tendency to bring on us certain ruin, 
by the Admiral resenting it in such a manner as to block 
up our harbour before the time ; and we have no force 
to oppose or prevent it; no fortifications, no ammunition, 
no cannon ; and if provisions are stopped from coming in 
herej the Town is ruined, as well as the country, which 
depends upon the Town for supplies, of which at present 
there is a great scarcity. We think Colonel Thompson' s 
attempt was rash and injurious, if not unjustifiable, as we 
cannot learn he had any authority from you or the Con- 
gress. We are sure it was contrary to the will and without 
any orders from his superiour officers in the militia," though 
solicited for by him ; and the people here seemed to be 
laid under contribution by them to subsist his men. 

We hope care will be taken that every attack upon our 
enemies through the Province shall be conducted by proper 
officers, orderly, regularly, and with proper authority, lest 
it should occasion a civil war among ourselves. 'Tis true, 
in defending ourselves, which niay be sudden, immediate 
and resolute opposition, in the best irnanner that can be sud- 
denly thought of, should be adopted; but we are afraid 
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that if any number of men at any time, and in any man- 
ner, may collect together, and attack any thing, or any 
person they please, every body may be in danger. Sat 
verbum sapienti. 

We are also concerned lest a good deal of confusion 
should arise from a number of our young men in the coun- 
try possessing themselves of the enlisting papers lately 
printed, some calling themselves Colonels, some Majors, 
appointing their own officers, Adjutants, Chaplains, Chirur- 
geons, &c, &c, without having, as we can learn, any writ- 
ten orders for so doing; for they seem to contend already 
who shall be chief officers, and they are uncertain whe- 
ther the men they enlist are to be stationed here for de- 
fence, or to march to Cambridge to make up the Standing 
Army. 

Enlisting papers, we understand, were sent to General 
Preble, but he not having any written orders did not act in 
the affair. If the Army can be completed without drawing 
men from hence, as we have all along been made to under- 
stand was the case, we cannot help thinking it w r ou!d be 
most prudent ; however, we shall not be backward if there 
is real occasion for men; and in that case we humbly submit 
whether it would not be best s.ome person or persons 
should be appointed to conduct the affair according to 
orders. We hope we shall be excused for thus troubling 
your Honours, as we were solicited to do it by a number of 
gentlemen. We are, with great veneration, your Honours' 
most obedient humble servant, 

Enoch Freeman, per order. 

To the Honourable the Committee of Safety for the Prov- 
ince of the Massachusetts Bay, Cambridge . 



In Provincial Congress, Watertown, } 
May 18, .1775. $ 

Ordered, That Colonel Thompson have the following 
Letter sent him. 

"Sir: This Congress has received information that the 
Committee of Correspondence of the Town of Falmouth, 
on hearing that you were about making an attack on the 
Canceaux man-of-war, lying in the harbour of that Town, 
desired you to forbear any proceedings of that kind, which 
you promised to do, but that you afterwards took the Cap- 
tain of said ship-of-war, and detained the Honourable Je- 
dediah Preble and Enoch Freeman, Esquire, as hostages 
for the return of. the said Captain, and that you levied 
contributions of money and other things from the subjects 
there, and took a boat belonging to the said Canceaux. 

" Though this Congress approves of your general zeal for 
this Country, yet it appears that your conduct in taking 
the Captain of the ship against your promise, and your 
levying money, or other things of the people, is by no 
means justifiable, and it is therefore expected that you 
attend the next Congress that shall be held in this Colony, 
and do your character justice in this matter, and that you 
return said boat, and .stay all further proceedings of this 
kind in the mean time." 



Williamsburgh, Va., May 19, 1775. 

On Monday last, May 15, 1775, Captain Montague's 
detachment of Marines took their departure from this City, 
and are returned on board the Fowey. 

The same day a Council was held at the Capitol, after 
the breaking up of which, the following Address was made 
publick: 

" To all the good People of Virginia : 

" We, His Majesty's faithful subjects, the Council of 
this Colony, deeply impressed with the most sincere regard 
for the prosperity of our Country, and the welfare of all 
its inhabitants, and being desirous, by our example, and by 
every means in our power, to preserve the peace and good 
order of the community, can no longer forbear to express 
our abhorrence and detestation of that licentious and ungo- 
vernable spirit that is gone forth, and misleads the once 
happy people of this Country. 

" The Council recommend it to all orders of men to 
consider seriously what will be the probable consequence 
of such a conduct as hath been lately pursued, and whether 
a redress of the grievances complained of will not be more 
likely to be obtained by gentle, mild, and constitutional 



methods, than by such intemperate behaviour, which must 
tend to exasperate and inflame, rather than reconcile the 
differences that now unhappily subsist. 

" The Council wish, upon this occasion, that all odious 
distinctions may be laid aside, and that they may be con- 
sidered not as a separate body of men, and having a dis- 
tinct interest from the rest of their countrymen and fellow- 
subjects, but, in the light in which they have always re- 
garded themselves, as the watchful guardians of the rights 
of the people, as well as of the prerogative of the Crown. 
They are most of them natives of this Country, they have 
families, they have property, and they trust they have in- 
tegrity too, which are the best securities men can give to 
any society for the faithful discharge of their duty. 

" Let, then, their exhortations have proper weight and 
influence among the people ; and they plight their faith 
that they will join heartily with them in the use of such 
means as shall be judged most salutary and conducive for 
enforcing obedience fd the laws, and supporting the Con- 
stitution of their Country, under which it has flourished 
from its infancy, and for obtaining a happy and speedy 
conclusion to all our troubles. 

" As his Excellency the Governour hath issued his 
Proclamation for the speedy meeting of the General As- 
sembly, the Council are happy in finding an opportunity 
will be given the people of representing their grievances 
in the manner prescribed by the Constitution. 

"Signed by order of the Members of the Council: 
" John Blair, Cleric of the Council." 

CHESTER COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee for the County of 
Chester, at the Borough of Chester, May 15, 1775, An- 
thony Wayne, Esquire, in the chair, the following Resolves 
were made, viz : 

Whereas the British Parliament, instead of hearing our 
just coiriplaints or showing the least regard to the dutiful 
and loyal Petition of the late Continental Congress in 
behalf of America, have proceeded to fresh acts of tyranny 
and oppression, which, added to an Address of both Lords 
and Commons to His Majesty, declaring the inhabitants of 
the Province of Massachusetts-Bay to be in a state of open 
rebellion, and several of the other Colonies encouragers of 
the same, have induced the soldiery under the command of 
General Gage, at Boston, to commence a civil war, by 
wantonly firing upon and murdering a number of the inha- 
bitants of that Province: And whereas the said Address 
militates equally against all the inhabitants of the other 
Colonies, who have the virtue to refuse obedience to laws 
and measures destructive to the best rights and liberties of 
America, which, if suffered to take effect, must inevitably 
reduce these Colonies to a state of abject slavery, from 
which, in all probability, no human efforts would ever be 
able to rescue them ; and although we will not yield to 
any of our fellow-subjects in point of duty and loyalty to 
our most gracious Sovereign, yet we cannot be so far neg- 
ligent of our own happiness as totally to neglect providing 
for our common safety: 

Therefore resolved unanimously, 1st. That it is the in- 
dispensable duty of all the freemen of this County imme- 
diately to form and enter into Associations for the purpose 
of learning the military art ; and that they provide them- 
selves with proper Arms and Ammunition, to be ready in 
case of emergency to defend our liberty, property, and 
lives, against all attempts to deprive us of them. And we 
solemnly engage to promote such Associations to the utmost 
of our power. 

2d. Resolved, nem. con., That no Powder be expended 
in this County, except on emergent occasions, and the 
store and shop-keepers are requested not to dispose of any, 
except to some one or more of this Committee, who are 
ordered to purchase the same. 

3d. Resolved, nem. con., That this Committee, confiding 
in the wisdom and virtue of the Continental Congress now 
sitting in Philadelphia, will adopt, and use their utmost 
endeavours to carry into execution, all such measures as • 
the said Congress shall recommend for the preservation of 
American liberty. 

4th. Resolved, nem. con., It is earnestly recommended 
to every subscriber in this County for the relief of the poor 
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in Boston, that they immediately pay the same, as it is 
much wanted for the benevolent purposes intended. 

5th. Resolved, nem. con., That each member of this 
Committee will give his attendance at the Borough of 
Chester on the 31st of this instant, at ten o'clock, A. M., 
in order to consult the Justices, Grand Jury, and Board of 



Commissioners and Assessors, on ways and means to pro- 
cure a proper quantity of Arms and Ammunition for the 
use of this County. 

The Committee then adjourned to the time and place 
above-mentioned. By order of the Committee : 

Francis Johnston, Secretary. 



ASSEMBLY OF NEW-JERSEY. 

. Votes and Proceedings of the General Assembly of the 
Colony of New-Jersey, at a sitting begun at Burlington, 
Monday, May 15, 1775, and continued until the twentieth 
day of the same month ; being the first sitting of the Fourth 
Session of the Twenty-Second. Assembly of New-Jersey. 

NAMES OF THE REPRESENTATIVES. 

City of Perth- Ambot. — Cortland Skinner, Speaker, 

John Combs. 
Middlesex. — John Wetherill, Azariah Dunham. 
Monmouth, — Edward Taylor, Richard Lawrence. 
Essex. — Stephen Crane, Henry Garritse. 
Somerset. — Hendriclf Fisher, John Ray. 
Bergen. — Theunis Dey, John Demarest. 
Morris.— Jacob Ford, William Winds. 
City of Burlington. — James Kinsey, Thomas P. Hew- 

lings. 
County of Burlington. — Henry Paxon, Anthony Sykcs. 
Gloucester. — John Hinchman, Robert F. Price, 
Salem. — Grant Gibbon, Benjamin Holme. 
Cape May. — Jonathan Hand, Eli Eldridge. 
Hunterdon. — Samuel Tucker, John Mehelm. 
Cumberland.— John Sheppard, Theophilus Elmer. 
Sussex. — Nathaniel Pettit, Joseph Barton. 

Burlington, Monday, May 15, 1775. ' 

Pursuant to his Excellency's several prorogations of the 
General Assembly from time to time till tbis day, the House 
met. 

Azariah Dunham, Esq., being duly returned a Repre- 
sentative to serve in the General Assembly for the County 
of Middlesex, and now attending, was admitted into the 
House, and took the usual oaths, and made and subscribed 
the declaration by law appointed, before Cortland Skinner, 
Esq., thereto authorized by dedimus potestatem. 

Ordered, That Mr. Dunham do take his seat in the 
House. 

The House adjourned till three P. M. 

The House met. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher and Mr. Wetherill do wait 
upon his Excellency and acquaint him that a sufficient num- 
ber of Members to constitute a House are met, and are 
ready to receive any thing be may please to lay before 
thep, 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Letter to him from 
William Bollan, Benjamin Franklin, and Arthur Lee, 
Esquires, dated London, December 24, 1774; which was 
read. 

Mr, Speaker also laid before the House a Letter to him 
from the Honourable John Cruger, Esquire, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives of the Province of New-York, 
enclosing their Petition to the King, the Memorial to the 
House of Lords, and a Representation to the House of Com- 
mons, a List of Grievances, and the Resolutions entered 
into by the General Assembly there, on the eighth of March 
last; all which were read. 

Mr. Fisher reported that Mr. Wetherill and himself 
waited upon his Excellency with the message of the House 
according to order, and that his Excellency was pleased to 
say that the House should hear from him to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

The House adjourned till 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, May 16, 1775. 

The House met and adjourned till three P.M. 

The House met. 

A Message from his Excellency by Mr. Deputy Secre- 
tary Pettit: 



Mr. Speaker : His Excellency is in the Council Cham- 
ber, and requires the immediate attendance of the House. 

Whereupon Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and, with the 
House, went to wait upon his Excellency ; and being re- 
turned, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and reported that 
the House had waited on his Excellency, who was pleased 
to make a Speech to the Council and House of Assembly, 
of which Mr. Speaker said he had, to prevent mistakes, 
obtained a copy. And the same, by order of the House, 
was read, and is as follows, viz : 

Gentlemen of the Council, and Gentlemen of the As- 
sembly: 

The sole occasion of my calling you together at this time, 
is to lay before you a Resolution of the House of Com- 
mons, wisely and humanely calculated to open a door for 
the restoration of that harmony between Great Britain 
and her American Colonies, on which their mutual welfare 
and happiness so greatly depend. 

This Resolution having already appeared in the publick 
papers, and a great variety of interpretations put upon it, 
mostly according to the different views and dispositions by 
which men are actuated, and scarcely any having seen it in 
its proper light, [ think I cannot, at this critical juncture, 
better answer the gracious purposes of His Majesty, nor 
do my Country more essential service, than to lay before 
you as full an explanation of the occasion, purport, and in- 
tent of it, as is in my power. By this means you, and the 
good people you represent, will be enabled to judge for 
yourselves, how far you ought or ought not to acquiesce 
with the plan it contains, and what steps it will be prudent 
for you to take on this very important occasion. 

You will see in the King's answer to the joint Address 
of both Houses of Parliament on the seventh of February, 
how much attention His Majesty was graciously pleased to 
give to the assurance held out in that Address, of the readi- 
ness of Parliament to afford every just and reasonable in- 
dulgence to the Colonies, whenever they should make a 
proper application on the ground of any real grievance they 
might have to complain of. This Address was accordingly 
soon after followed by the Resolution of the House of Com- 
mons, now laid before you, a cjreumstance which afforded 
His Majesty great satisfaction, as it gave room to hope for 
a happy effect, and would, at all events, ever remain an 
evidence of their 'justice and moderation, and manifest the 
temper which has accompanied their deliberations upon that 
question, which has been the source of so much disquiet to 
the King's subjects in America. 

His Majesty, ardently wishing to see a reconciliation of 
the unhappy differences by every means through which it 
may be obtained, without prejudice to the just authority of 
Parliament, which His Majesty will never suffer to be vio- 
lated, has approved the Resolution of his faithful Com- 
mons, and has commanded it to be transmitted to the Gov- 
ernours of his Colonies, not doubting that this happy 
disposition to comply with every just and reasonable wish 
of the King's subjects in America, will meet with such a 
return of duty and affection on their part, as will lead to a 
happy issue of the present dispute, and to a re-establish- 
ment of the publick .tranquillity on those grounds of equity, 
justice, and moderation, which this Resolution holds forth. 

What has given the King the greater satisfaction in this 
Resolution, and the greater confidence in the good effects 
of it, is, his having seen that, amidst all the intemperance 
into which a people, jealous of their liberties, have been 
unfortunately misled, they have nevertheless avowed the 
justice, the equity, and the propriety of subjects of the 
same State contributing, according to their abilities and 
situation, to the publick burdens; and this Resolution, it is 
thought, holds no proposition beyond that. 

It would probably be deemed unjust to suppose that any 
of the King's subjects in the Colonies can so far forget the 
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benefits they have received from the Parent State as not 
to acknowledge that it is lo her support, held forth at the 
■\ expense of her blood. and treasure, that they principally 
'*-" IT ovve l l iat security which hath raised them to their present 
state of opulence and importance. In this situation, there- 
fore, justice requires that they should, in return, contribute 
according to their respective abilities to the common de- 
fence ; and their own welfare and interest demand that civil 
establishment should be supported with becoming dignity. 

It has been the care, and it is the firm determination of 
Parliament to see that both these ends are answered, and 
their wisdom and moderation have suggested the propriety 
of leaving to each Colony to judge of the ways and means 
of making due provision for these purposes, reserving to 
themselves a discretionary power of approving or disap- 
proving what shall be offered. 

The. Resolution neither points out what the civil estab- 
lishment should f>e, nor demands any specifick sum in aid 
of the publick burdens. In both these respects it leaves 
full scope for that justice and liberality which may be ex- 
pected from Colonies that, under all their prejudices, have 
never been wanting in expressions of an affectionate attach- 
ment to the mother Country, and a zealous regard for the 
general welfare, of the British Empire; and therefore the 
King trusts that the provision they will engage to make 
for the support of civil government, will be adequate to the 
rank and station of every necessary officer, and that the 
sum to be given in contribution to the common defence 
will be offered on such terms, and proposed in such a way, 
as to increase or diminish according as the publick burdens 
of Great Britain are from time to time augmented or re- 
duced, in so far as these burdens consist of taxes and duties 
which are not a security for the National Debt. 

By such a mode of contribution, the Colonies will have 
full security that they can never be required to tax them- 
selves, without Parliament's taxing the subjects in Great 
Britain in a far greater proportion; and it may be relied upon, 
that any proposition of this nature, made by any of the Colo- 
nies, and accompanied with such a state of their faculties 
and ability, as may evince the equity of the proposal, will 
be received with every possible indulgence ; provided it be 
at the same time unaccompanied with any declarations, and 
unmixed with any claims which will make it impossible 
for the King, consistently with bis own dignity, or for Par- 
liament, consistently with their constitutional rights, to re- 
ceive it. But it is not supposed that any of the Colonies 
will, after this example of the temper and moderation of 
Parliament, adopt such a conduct. On the contrary, the 
pleasing hope is cherished that the publick peace will be 
restored, and that the Colonies will enter into the conside- 
ration of the Resolution of the House of Commons with that 
calmness and deliberation which the importance of it de- 
mands, and with that good will and inclination to a recon- 
ciliation, which are due to the candour and justice with 
which Parliament has taken up this business, and at once 
declared to the Colonies what will be ultimately expected 
from them. 

It has been already observed that the King entirely ap- 
proves the Resolution of the House of Commons, and I 
have His Majesty's commands to say, that a compliance 
therewith by the General Assembly will be most graciously 
considered by His Majesty, not only as a testimony of their 
reverence for Parliament, but also as a mark of "their duty 
and attachment to their Sovereign, who has no object nearer 
to his heart than the peace and prosperity of his subjects 
in every part of bis Dominions. At the same time I must 
tell you His Majesty considers himself as bound, by every 
tie, to exert those means the Constitution has placed in his 
hands for preserving that Constitution entire, and to resist, 
with firmness, every attempt to violate the rights of Par- 
liament, to distress and obstruct the lawful commerce of 
his subjects, or to encourage in the Colonies ideas of inde- 
pendence inconsistent with their connexion with Great 
Britain. 

Here, gentlemen, you have a full and candid state of the 
disposition and expectations of His Majesty and the Parlia- 
ment. They require nothing of America but what the 
Colonies have repeatedly professed themselves ready and 
willing to perform. A late Assembly of this Province, in 
their Petition to the King in 1766, express themselves 
thus : '•' As no danger can approach Britain without giv- 



ing us the most sensible alarm, so your Majesty may be 
assured, that with filial duty we shall ever be ready to 
afford all the assistance in our power, and stand or fall with 
that Kingdom from which we boast onr descent, and to 
which we are attached by the strongest ties of duty, grati- 
tude and affection." And in a subsequent Petition they 
say: " Very far it is from our intentions to deny our subor- 
dination to that august body, (the Parliament,) or our de- 
pendance on the Kingdom of Great Britain. In these 
connexions, and in the settlement of our liberties under the 
auspicious influence of your Royal House, we know our 
happiness consists ; ancT, therefore, to confirm those con- 
nexions, and to strengthen this settlement, is at once our 
interest, duty, and delight." 

Similar declarations have been repeatedly made in other 
Colonies. The following vote was passed in the Assembly 
of Pennsylvania, to wit : " The House, taking into con- 
sideration the many taxes their fellow-subjects in Great 
Britain are obliged to pay towards supporting the dignity 
of the Crown, and defraying the necessary and contingent 
charges of the Government, and willing to demonstrate the 
fidelity, loyalty, and affection of the inhabitants of this 
Province to our gracious Sovereign, by bearing a share of 
the burden of our fellow-subjects, proportionable to our 
circumstances, do, therefore, cheerfully and unanimously 
resolve that three thousand Pounds be paid for the use of 
the King, his heirs and successors, to be applied to such 
uses as_ he in his royal wisdom shall think fit to direct and 
appoint." And the said three thousand Pounds was after- 
wards paid into His Majesty's Exchequer by the Agent of 
the Province accordingly. 

Nor can I avoid mentioning wBat was done in the Con- 
vention of Committees from every County in Pennsylvania, 
who met in July last for the express purpose of giving in- 
structions to their Representatives in Assembly on this very 
subject. Several of these instructions manifest such a 
candour and liberality of sentiment, such just ideas of the 
importance of our connexion with Great Britain, and point 
out so rational a method to be pursued for obtaining a re- 
dress for the supposed grievances, (previous to any attempts 
to distress the trade of that Kingdom,) that it is greatly to 
_be regretted that the conduct of America, in a matter of 
such vast importance to. its future welfare, had not been 
regulated by the principles and advice they suggested. _ 
In those instructions, speaking of the powers Parliament 
had claimed and lately exercised, the Convention say : 
" We are thoroughly convinced they will prove unfailing 
and plentiful sources of dissensions to our mother Country 
and these Colonies, unless some expedients can be adopted 
to render her secure of receiving from us every emolument 
that can, in justice, and reason, be expected; and us secure 
in our lives, properties, and an equitable share of commerce. 
Mournfully revolving in our minds the calamities that, 
arising from these dissensions, will most probably fall on us 
and our children, we will now lay before you the particular 
points we request of you to procure, if possible, to be finally 
decided, and the measures that appear to us most likely to 
produce such a desirable period of our distresses and dan- 
gers." Then, after enumerating the particular Acts of 
Parliament, which they consider as grievances, and desire 
to have repealed, they add : "In cjjyse of obtaining these 
terms, it is our opinion that it will Ire reasonable for the 
Colonies to engage their obedience t0 the Acts of Parlia- 
ment, commonly called the Acts of Navigation, and to every 
other Act of Parliament declared to Tiave force at this time 
in these Colonies, other than those above mentioned, and 
to confirm such Statutes by Acts of the several Assemblies. 
It is- also our opinion that, taking example from our mother 
Country in abolishing the Courts of Wards and Liveries, 
tenures in capite, and by Knights' service and purvey- 
ance, it will be reasonable for the Colonies, in case of ob- 
taining the terms before mentioned, to settle a certain 
annual revenue on His Majesty, his heirs and successors, 
subject to the control of Parliament, and to. satisfy all 
damages done to the East-India Company. This our idea 
of settling a revenue, arises from a sense of duty to our 
Sovereign, and of esteem for our mother Country. We 
know and have felt the benefits of a subordinate connexion 
with her. We neither are so stupid as to be ignorant of 
them, nor so unjust as to deny them. We have also expe- 
rienced the pleasures of gratitude and love, as well as 



■a4h. 



j-u i iiiimi iMMMaittafa^^^ 



593 



ASSEMBLY OF NEW- JERSEY, MA Y, 1775. 



-594 



advantages from that connexion. The impressions are not 
erased. We consider her circumstance's with tender con- 
cern. We .have not been wanting, when constitutionally 
called upon, to assist her to the utmost of our abilities, inso- 
much that she has judged it reasonable to make us recom- 
penses for our over-strained exertions : and we now think 
we ought to contribute more than "we do to the alleviation 
of her burdens. Whatever may be said of these proposals 
on either side of the Ailantick, this is not a time either for 
timidity or Tashness. We_ perfectly know that the, great 
cause now agitated is to be conducted to a happy conclu- 
sion only by that well-tempered composition of counsels 
which firmness, prudence, loyalty to our Sovereign, respect- 
to our Parent State, and affection to our native Country, 
united, must form." " In case of war, or in any emergency 
of distress, we shall also be ready and willing to contribute 
all aids within our power. And we solemnly declare, that on 
such occasions, if we, or our posterity, shall refuse, neglect, 
or decline thus to contribute, it will be a mean and mani- 
fest" violation of a plain duty, and a weak andwicked deser- . 
tion of the true interests of this Province, which ever have 
.been, and must be, bound up in the prosperity of our 
Mother Country. Our union, founded on mutual compacts 
and jnutual benefits, will be indissoluble ; at least more 
firm than an union perpetually disturbed by disputed rights 
and retorted injuries." Jcouid quote several more i passages 
from, these instructions, which are expressive of the same 
honest and generous sentiments with regard to Great Bri- 
tain, but I shall only make one more extract, and that" 
respecting the mode which they recommended to be pur- 
sued for the redress of grievances, viz : " But other con- 
siderations have weight with us. We wish every mark of 
respect to be paid to His Majesty's administration.. We 
have been taught, from our youth, to entertain tender and 
brotherly affections for our fellow-subjects at home. The 
interruption of our commerce must greatly distress great 
numbers of them. This we earnestly desire to avoid. We 
therefore request that the Deputies you shall appoint may 
be instructed to exert themselves at the Congress, to induce 
the Members of it to consent to make a full and precise 
state of grievances, and a decent, yet firm claim of redress, 
and to await the event before any other step is taken. It 
is our opinion that persons should be appointed and sent 
home to present this state and claim at the Court of Great' 
Britain." After mentioning their confidence in the intended 
General Congress, and their resolution to abide their deter- 
minations for the sake of unanimity, they declare that it is 
" with a strong hope and. trust that they "will not draw this 
Province into any measure judged by us, who must be 
better acquainted with its state than. strangers, highly inex- 
pedient. Of this kind, we know any other stoppage of trade, 
but of that with Great Britain, will be. Even this step we 
should be extremely afflicted to see taken by the Congress, 
before the other mode, above pointed out, is tried." 
. Happy would it have been at this day, in all probability, 
if some such healing measure had been pursued. Some 
plan of union, or proposal of " a mutual, com pact" for " mu- 
tual benefit," was the grand object which every honest man 
in the Colonies had at. heart. An imperfect one (if not too 
glarjngiy so) was better -than none, as it would, if it had 
answered no other purpose, have laid a foundation for ne- 
gotiation and treaty. It has been lately observed in Par- 
liament, "That it does not appear the Colonies were 
seriously inclined to;come into any reasonable terms of ac- 
commodation, as no body was authorized to make any 
proposals tothat effect." 

However, it can be of little avail now. to animadvert on 
past transactions* Who has been most in the right or most 
in the wrong, can never be satisfactorily decided. ' Many 
things will ever happen jn the course of a long continued 
dispute, which good men of .both parties must reflect on 
with pain, and wish, to have buried in oblivion. In the 
present situation of affairs~we should rinjy look forward, and 
endeavour to fall on some expedient that may avert the 
impending danger. To effect this desirable purpose, a plan 
is now formed and recommended to you by His Majesty, 
containing terms greatly corresponding with the avowed, 
sentiments of many of the Colonies, and which, I think, 
can onTy want to be rightly Understood in order to be gene- 
rally adopted. It does not require from the people of this 
Country any fornral acknowledgment of the right of taxa- 



tion in the Parliament. It waives all dispute"on that head, 
and suspends the exercise of it forever, if so long the Colo- 
nies shall perform their part of the contract. It does not 
eve*trrequire as a preliminary that the Non-Importation and 
Non-Exportation Agreements shall be abojished. It comes 
before you In the old accustomed manner, by way of requi- 
sition, being approved and adopted by the King, who has 
directed his several Governours to signify to the respective 
Assemblies his desire that they should grant such aids for 
the common defence, and the support of Government within 
the Colonies, as shall appear to them just and equitable, 
and proportionate to their abilities. His Majesty and the 
Parliament, 'tis true, are to judge whether the aids which 
each Colony may offer are worth acceptance, or adequate 
to their respective abilities, as they did during the course of 
the last war, very much to the satisfaction of those Colo'- 
nies who ex.erted themselves ; often making them a com- 
pensation "according as their active vigour and strenuous 
efforts respectively appeared to merit." The necessity of 
some such supreme judge is evident from the very nature 
of the case, as otherwise some Colonies might not contribute 
their due proportion. During'the last war I well remember 
it vyas ardently wished by some of the Colonies that others 
who were thought to be delinquent might be compelled, 
by Act" of Parliament, to bear an equal share of the pub- 
lick burdens. It appears, by the minutes of Assembly, in 
March and April, 1758, that. some of the neighbouring 
Colonies thought New-Jersey had not, at that time, con- 
tributed its due share towards the expenses of the w 7 ar, and 
that President Reading (the then Commander-in-Chief of 
the Colony) was of the same opinion. And since my ad- 
ministration, when the Assembly, in 1764, w ? as called upon 
to make provision for raising some Troops on account of 
the Indian war, they declined doing" it for some "time, but 
"on condition a majority of the Eastern Colonies, as far as 
to include Massachusetts-Bay, should come into His Ma- 
jesty's requisition on the occasion;" But as none of the 
Assemblies of the New-England .Governments thought 
themselves nearly concerned, nothing Was granted by them, 
and the whole burden of the expeditions then carried on 
fell upon Great Britain and three or four of the middle 
Colonies ; with which this Colony was dissatisfied, and the 
Assembly complained of it in one ofiheir "Addresses to me 
on the occasion. But what fully evinces that there is ho 
design of oppression or extortion in the proposed reserva- 
tion in His Majesty and his Parliament of the right of ap- 
proving the aids which may be offered by the Colonies, is 
His Majesty's gracious assurance that the propositions on 
this head will be received with every possible indulgence. 
The moneys raised by the several Cojonies as their propor- 
tion to the common defence, is made subject to the disposal 
of Parliament, as in justice it ought, as they furnish the 
whole sum which may be wanted for that necessary pur- 
pose ^according to'tbe estimates annually laid before" them 
by'the. Crown, besides making provision for the civil list 
and National Debt, towards which the Colonies are not 
asked to contribute. The Army and Navy establishment, 
it is well known, is necessarily increased since the extension 
of the British Dominions in America. _ The whole Ame- 
rican "civil and military e.stab]isbipent, as paid by Great 
Britain, after the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, was, it is said, 
"only £70,000 sterling ; but since the last peace, it amounts 
to upwards of £350,000. As this great additional expense 
was chiefly incurred on an American account, it cannot but 
be reasonable that America should pay some part of it. 
To remove every objection that other faxes may be raised 
upon America, under the colour of regulations . on com- 
merce, the produce of ail such duties Is to be ^carried to the 
account of that Province where it is to.be levied. 

We .have now, thank Heaven, a. happy opportunity of 
getting entirely rid of this unnatural contest, by only com- 
plying with what I think has been fully proved, and ac- 
knowledged to be our indispensable duty. Wherever a 
people enjoy protection, and the other common benefits of 
the State, nothing can be more reasonable than. .that they 
should bear theirshare of the common burden, 

It is much to be lamented that there is so much. truth in 
the observation, that mankind generally act, not according 
to right, but according to the present interest, and most. ac- 
cording to present passion.' In the present case there are 
no difficulties but what may be easily surmounted, if men 
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come together sincerely disposed to serve their Country, 
unbiased by any sinister views or improper resentments. 
This, gentlemen, I trust will be found to_ be your dispo- 
sition in this most alarming situaiion of publick affairs. 
Let me conjure you, however, not to come to any precipi- 
tate resolutions respecting the plan of accommodation now 
communicated to you. I have no objection to give you 
any time you may think necessary for the due considera- 
tion of it,. It is, indeed, a concern of a more. interesting 
nature than ever before came under, the consideration of 
an American Assembly. If __.it is adopted, all will yet be 
well. , If it is totally rejected, or nothing similar to it pro- 
posed, or made the basis of a negotiation, it will necessarily 
induce a belief of what has been~lately so often mention- 
ed in publick, "That it is not a dispute .about mqdes. of 
taxation, but that the Americans have deeper, views, and 
mean, to throw off all . dependance upon Great Britain, 
and to get rid of every control of their Legislature." Should 
such sentiments ever prevail, they cannot but have the most 
fatal effects to this Country. I am, however, fully con- 
vinced, that the body of the people in the Colonies do not 
even entejjain a wish of the.kinrj. Rather than lose the 
protection of Great Britain, America, were" it ever so con- 
stitutionally and allowedly independent, would find it for' its 
advantage to purchase that protection " at an expense far 
beyon_d__wha_t Great Britain .would ever think of requiring 
while we show her that regard and obedience to which she 
is justly entitled", and which our own interest and safety 
should prompt us to s.hovv, if there were no other consider- 
ations. """ : -y ' y " 

Taxation being the principal source of the present dis- 
orders, when that important point is once, settled, every 
other subject of complaint which has grown out of it will, 
no doubt, of course, be removed ; for you may rely, gen- 
tlemen, that notwithstanding the. many inimical and op- 
pressive designs which the jealousies and suspicions of 
incensed people have attributed to Government, yet it is 
evident, from the whole tenour 'of 'the letters which- 1 have 
•had the honour to receive from the King's Ministers, that 
His Majesty and they have nothing more at heart than to 
have these unhappy differences' accommodated on some 
just and_ honourable plan, which shall at the same time 
secure the liberties of .the people, without lessening the 
■ necessary power and dignity of Parliament. 

. God grant that the Colonies may manifest the same 
laudable dispositiog, and that a hearty reconciliation and 
harmony may take place of the present confusion and dis- 
sensiotr.;' " ;' ' ' . "" "VVm. Fhankljn. 

Council Chamber, May 16, 1775_. 

Mr. Deputy Secretary laid before the House the copy 
of an Address to the King from the Lords and Commons 
f)f Great Britain, of the 7th of February, 177.5, together 
with HJs Majesty's Answer ; als,o, a copy of a Resolution 
of the^ Honourable House of Commons of Great Britain, 
of the"20t_h of February last; all which were read. 

Ordered, That his Excellency's Speech and the said 
Papers be read a second time. . 

-Mr, Tucker laid before the House a printed Pamphlet 
lately received from Great. Britain, entitled " The Parlia- 
mentary Register, No. 5," containing, among other things, 
a Paper entitled "An extract of a Letter from Governour 
Franklin to the Earl of Dartmouth, dated Perth-Amboy, 
February 1, 1775 ; received February 28," in. these words, 
viz-i- -' : '.'_■; "';.'.. ~ .". •.'■• _ ■■-"'-■ 

" The General Assembly of this Province are now sit- 
ting, being convened on the 1.1th of last month, in order to 
transact the publick business. 

".At the opening of the. session I had some hopes of 
prevailing on the House of Representatives not to approve 
of the proceedings of the. General Congress held at Phil- 
adelphia, for which purpose a paragraph of my speech was 
particularly calculated. But the Delegates from this Prov- 
ince took the alarm, and used their utmost. endeavours with 
the members to persuade theVn to give their approbation to 
those proceedings, as otherwise one grand end the Con- 
gress had in. view would be entirely frustrated, namely: the 
preserving an appearance of unanimity throughout the Col- 
onies, without which they said their measures could not 
have .that weight and efficacy with the Government and 
people of Great Britain, as was intended. 



"The scheme, however, met with some opposition in 
the House, every member proposing to defer the consider- 
ation of it to a future _time, or to give their approbation to 
only some parts of the proceedings of the Congress ; but 
by the, artful management of those who espoused the mea- 
sure, it was carried through precipitately the very morning 
it was proposed, as your Lordship will see by a copy of 
their Resolutions now enclosed, which were all previously 
prepared .for the purpose." 

Which Extract was read, and ordered to be read a sec- 
. oncl time._ _"."._" 

Mr. Crane had leave of absence upon special occasion. 
The House" adjourned till nine o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. \ \ . - — -_y - - ; -~ - - - 

-: ........ Wednesday, M-iy 17, 1775. 

The House met. ■"."."'- . . 

His Excellency's Speech, together with the Papers ac- 
companying the same, were read the second time, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of. the Whole House, . h - . _ 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Letter to him from 
John Smith, Esquire, T reasurer of the Eastern Division, 
dated Perth-Amboy, May 13, 1775, setting forth that he 
had attended the Justices' and Freeholders of Middlesex, 
wjth the sum of Nine Thousand Five Hundred anrTNinety- 
Eight Pounds arid Three Shillings, to be sunk according to 
law on tjie Wednesday preceding; but that no sufficient 
number to constitute a Board had attended ; and praying 
that an act of Assembly may immediately pass to cancel 
and burn said Bills ; which Letter was read, and ordered a 
second reading, -r . : '-: .- .-- 

The House adjourned till three, P. M, 

-"_ The House met. 

The House, according to Order, resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House on . His Excellency's 
Speech and the Papers, accompanying the same, and after 
some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair, 
and Mr. Fisher, Chairman, of the CpmmjtJ.ee, reported 
that the_ Committee had gone through the matters to them 
referred, and had come to One Resolution, which he was 
ready to report whenever the House will please to receive 
the same. ..:... . , 

Ordered, That the Report be rnadeimmedjately. 

Whereupon Mr. Fisher reported the Resolution pf the 
Committee, as follows, viz : 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to his 
Excellency in answer to his Speech ; to which the House 
agreed. ._ '_. " '___' . ,__• " . - 

Ordered, That Mr. FisKer, MY. Wetherill, Mr. Kinsey, 
Mr, Paxon, and Mr. I^ayirencc, be a. Committee to pre- 
pare and bring in the draught of an Address to his Excel- 
lency, in answer to hjs Speech. _ 

Joseph Barton, Esquire, being duly returned a Repre- 
sentative in Assembly for the County of Sussex, and now 
attending, was admitted into .the House, and took the usual 
oaths, and made and siibscriberl J.he Declaration bylaw 
appointed, before Cortland Skinner, Esquire, authorized 
by dedimus potestatum. _ < 

Ordered, That Mr. Rartoii dp take his "seat in' the 
House. .'■."'.' 

The House adjourned till ten o'clock to-morrow morning. 

... ' Thursday, May 18, 1775. 

The House met. _ _ '..._' 

The printed Paper, entitled "An Extract of.ay.Letter 
from Governour Franklin to the Earl "of Dartmouth, dated 
Perth-Amboy, February 1, 1775 ; received February 28," 
' was read the second time. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hinchnan, Mr. Mehelm, Mr. Combs, 
Mr. Taylor, and Mr, Holme, be a Committee to" prepare 
and bring in the draught of a Message to his Excellency, 
to request his Excellency would be pleased to inform this 
House whether the said Extract. is authentick or not, . 

The House adjoumed.,til] three, P. M. 

The House met, ' .*' 

Mr. Hinchman, from the Committee appointed this 
morning, brought in the draught of a Message to his Ex- 
cellency, according to order; which was read, amended, 
agreed to, and ordered to be engrossed. ; '* 
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The engrossed Message to his Excellency was read and 
compared, and the same is as follows, viz - : 

Ordered, That Mr. De.y and Mr. Heielvngs do wait, 
upon his Excellency with the following Message: 

May it please your Excellency : 

A printed Pamphlet lately received from [Great Britain, 
entitled " The Parliamentary Register, No. 5," has been 
laid Before this House, containing, among other things, a 
Paper entitled "An Extract of a Letter from Governour 
Franklin to the Earl of Dartmouth, dated Pcrth-Amboy, 
February 1, 1775 ; received February 28," in these words : , 

" The General Assembly of this Province are now sit- 
ting, being con vened on the I lth of last month, in order to 
transact the publick business. 

" At the opening of the session T had some hopes of 
prevailing on the House of Representatives not to approve 
of the proceedings of the General Congress held at Phil- 
adelphia, for which purpose a paragraph of my speech was 
particularly calculated. But the Delegates from this Prov- 
ince took the alarm, and used their utmost endeavours with 
the members to persuade them to give their approbation to 
those proceedings, as otherwise one grand end the Con- 
gress had in view would be entirely frustrated, namely : the 
preserving an appearance of unanimity throughout the Col- 
onies, without which they said their measures would not 
have that weight and efficacy with the Government and 
people of Great Britain, as was intended. 

"The scheme, however, met with some opposition in 
the House, every member proposing to defer the consider- 
ation of it to a future time, or to give their approbation to 
only some parts of the proceedings of Congress ; but by 
the artful management of those who espoused the measure, 
it was .parried through precipitately the very morning it was 
proposed, as your Lordship will see by a copy of their 
Resolutions now enclosed, which were all previously pre- 
pared^ for the purpose.!' 

We request your Excellency will be pleased to inform 
this House whether the said Extract contains a true repre- 
sentation of the words or substance of the Letter, or any 
p*art of the Letter by your Excellency written, relative fb 
the proceedings of the last session of Assembly. 

By order of tjie House : . 

'_.'_-. -. .- ■ - Richard Smith, Clerk. 

HoVse of Assembly, May 18, 1775. 

Mr.. Fisher, from the Committee on the Address to his 
Excellency, brought in a draught ; which was read, and 
ordered a second reading.' _ ' 

- Mr. Deputy Secretary Pettit laid before the House His 
"Majesty's royal approbation of two Acts of. Assembly of 
J his Province; and also Hfis. Majesty's royal disallowance l 
of one T other Actj-in these words, viz: 

" At the Court at St. James's, the 20th day of February, 
1775, Present : The. King's Most ' Excejlent Majesty, 
Lord President, Duke of Queensbury, Duke of Newcastle, 
Earl of Denbigh, Earl of Rochford, Earl of Dartmouth, 
Viscount Falmouth. . -' • - ' 

" Whereas, by co'mjnission vmder' the great seal of Great 
Britain, the Governour, Council, and Assembly of His 
Majesty's Colony of New-Jersey are authorized and em- 
powered to make, constitute, and ordain Laws, Statutes, 
and Ordinance? for the publick peace, welfare, and good 
government of the said Colony, which Laws, Statutes, and 
Ordinances are to be as near as conveniently may be, agree- 
able to the Laws and Statutes of this Kingdom, and are to 
be transmitted to His Majesty for his royal approbation or 
disallowance .;. And whereas, in pursuance of the said. pow- 
ers, two Acts were passed in the said Colony in 'the last 
session of the General Assembly there, which have been 
transmitted, entitled as .follows, viz: ; -.-..■ 

" An Act for striking OneHundred Thousand Pounds in 
Bills of Credit, and directing the mode for sinking the same. 

" An Act for the relief of Abner Ifatfield, an insolvent 
debtor. - .._-■■''■■-■-. - 

" Which Acts, together with the representation from the 
Lords Commissioners for Trade and Plantations thereupon, 
having been referred to the consideration of a Committee 
of the Lords of Hi's Majesty's most Honourable Privy 
Council for Pjantation_Affairs, the said Lords of the Com- 



mittee did this day report as their opinion to His Majesty, 
that the said Acts were proper to be approved. His Ma- 
jesty taking thesame into consideration, was pleased, with 
the advice of his Privy Council, to declare his approbation 
of the said Acts ;' and pursuant to Hjs Majesty's royal plea- ' 
sure thereupon expressed, the said Acts are hereby con- 
firmed, finally enacted, and ratified accordingly ; whereof 
the Governour or Commander-in-Chief of His .Majesty's 
said Colony of 'Neu>- jersey, for the time being, and all 
others whom it may concern, are to take notice and govern 
themselves accordingly. '--'' G. Chetwynd." 

" At the Court at St. James's, the 20th day of February, 
1775. Present : The King's Most Excellent .Majesty, 
Lord President, Duke of Quctn§bury, Duke of Newcastle, 
Ear! of Denbigh, Earl of Rochford, Earl of Dartmouth, 
Viscount Falmouth. ~; ;■ ■ -•-, 

".Whereas', by commission under the. great seal of Great 
Britain, the Governour, Council, and Assembly of His 
Majesty's Colony of New- Jersey are authorized and em- 
powered to make, constitute, and ordain' Laws, Statutes, 
and Ordinances for the publick peace, welfare,' and good . 
government of the said Colony, which Laws, Statutes, and 
Ordinances are to be as near as conveniently may be, agree- 
able to the Laws and Statutes of. this Kingdom, and are to 
be transmitted for His Majesty's royal approbation or dis; 
allowance : And whereas, in pursuance of the said, pow- 
ers, an Act .was passed hi the said Colony in the last session 
of General Assembly, and transmitted, entitled as follows, 
viz : ; " -*"\ " 

" An Act for lowering the interest of Money to" Six per 
Cent, within this Colony. " „"-. . " . ; .,-\ •-. . _ 

" Which Act, together with a representation from the 
Lords Commissioners for Trade and Plantations thereupon, 
haying been referred to the consideration of a Committee 
of the Lords of His Majesty's most Honourable Privy 
Council, the" said Lords of the Committee did this day re- 
port as their opinion to His Majesty, that the/said Act ought 
to be disallowed. His Majesty, taking the same into con- 
sideration, was pleased, with the advice of his Privy Coun- 
cil, to declare his disallowance of the said Act ; and pur- 
suant to His Majesty's royal pleasure thereupon expressed, 
the said Act is hereby disallowed, declared void, ancl of 
none effect ; whereof the Governour or Comnfandef-in-. 
Chief of His Majesty's said Colony of New- Jersey, Tor 
the time being, and all others whom it may concern, are to^ 
take notice, and govern themselves accordingly: : . - : . 

. " G, CHETwyftp." ' 

The House ..adjourned till 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

' . '\_Fr|day, May 19,1775. : : 

The House met. . * " . "-' • -.:.'.-V' 

The Address to his Excellency was "read the second 
time, and committed to .a Committee of the. Whole House. 
The House accordingly resolved itself intQ a Committee 
of the Whole Houseon the Address", and after some time 
spent therein, Mr, Speaker resumed the. Chair, and Mr. 
Fisher, Chairman of the Committee, reported that the 
Committee had gone through the Address, and had rnade 
sundry 'amendments to the same ; ana" by leave of the 
House Mr. Fisher reported the Address with the amend- 
ments; which were read ; and the Address being further 
amended in the House, was agreed.to." ,. 

Ordered, That the said Address as amended and agreed 
to, bef engrossed. -, - * 7 * : " 

The House adjourned till three, P. M. 

The House met. . -_ - . - 

The engrossed Address to his Excellency was read and 

compared. _ ' . . ', .''•■- .„ ;: •■ : -" 

Ordered, nerh. con., .That Mr. Speaker do "sign the 
'same. " ..-.'."_... ■■■..-. ^ ■ .'■''-..-■^■: '■ 

Ordered, That" Mr." Tucker and Mr. Hinchrnan do wait 
upon his Excellency^ and desire to be informed when his 
Excellency will be attended by the House with .their Ad- 
dress, . ■-■■-- ^ ' '■ - .i "/•';.'. 

Colonel Ford had" leave of absence on urgent business-. 

Mr. Tucker reported that Mr. Hinchrnan and himself 
waited on his Excellency according to order, and that Ins 
Excellency was pleased to say the House should near from 
him. 
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The House adjourned till nine. o'clock to-morrow nrorn- 



ins;. 



_,. TT Saturday/ May 20, 1775. 

Ihe House met. 

A Message from his Excellency, by Mr. Deputy Secre- 
tary Pettit : ' - 

Gentlemen: - - . , - 

As the Honourable Samuel, Smith, Esquire, has resigned 
his office of Treasurer of the Western Division, I now in- 
form yoy that I have, with the advice of the Council, 
appointed Joseph Smith, Esquire, to that office ; which 
appointment, I doubt not, will be to your satisfaction; 
." .".;". . "'~ ; ■ ■-.-... W.m. Franklin. 

Turlington, May 20, 1775, ' ~[ 

Which was read ; and thereupon a certified, copy of the 
Bpnd entered injpjby the said Joseph Smith, Esq., being 
laid before the House,, executed according to law, 

Resphcd, That thisHouse is .entirely satisfied with the 
security therein mentioned. 

It also appearing. that the late Treasurer hath paid into 
-the hands of the said Joseph Smith, Esquire, the sum of 
Six Thousand. One Hundred, and Sixty -Six Pounds Four- 
teen Shillings and Eight Pence, the balance of the said, 
[ate Treasurer's accounts, as settled by the Committees of 
the Council and this House, together with all books, pa- 
pers, &c> belonging to the Colony .:. . 

Resolved, That it is the i opinion of this House that the 
late Treasurer's /Bond be taken off the files, cancelled, and 
delivered to him. '_-;' . - 

It also appearing that the Chest heretofore used for keep- 
ing the publick money, &ic, is private property, 

Ordered, That the present Treasurer do procure a pro- 
. per and strong Iron Chest for that purpose ; and upon his 
exhibiting an account of the. expense thereof, 

.Resolved, That this House will make provision to defray 
the said/ expense..- ' .. ...... -.-.'' ~ 

A Message from his Excellency, by Mr, Deputy Secre- 
. l$ry ~pettit:_ 

Mr. Speaker: --'•-' 

His Excellency. is in.the Council-Chamber, and requires 
the immediate attendance of the House. 

Whereupon Mr. Speaker left the Chair, and with the 
House went to Wait upon his Excellency in the Coyneil- 
Chaniber, when he addressed the Governour in the words, 
or to the effect following: 

" j "I am ordered by the House of Assembly to deliver to 
your Excellency their Address, which being different from 
my sentiments, I think it necessary thus publickly to de- 

- clare it ; a step I should not have taken, had I been permit- 
ted to enter my dissent" on the Minutes of the House." 

Having delivered the Address, and being returned, Mr. 
Speaker resumed the Chair { and reported that the House 
had waited on his Excellency with their Address, in these 
"Woid-, \'\7 r ■- ■ ' ■ ...-..: ' 

To 7ns "Eicilhncij Wilium Franklin, Esquire, Captain- 
Gene) <<T, Governour, and Commmnder-in- Chief in and 
ovcrTTis "Majesty's Colony o/Nova-Cjesarea, or New- 
' 3f\\>i\ 'and Tcnitoncs thereon depending in America, 
Chanctlloi and Vice-Admiralin the same, '^-c. 

The humble Address of the Representatives of the said 
Colony, in General Assembly convened : 

- May it please your .Excellency : 

We, His Majesty's loyal and dutiful subjects, the Repre- 
sentatives of the Colony "of Neic- Jersey, in General As- 
sembly convened, have taken under our consideration your 
Excellency's Speech a.t the opening of the session, together 

'. with the /Resolution of the House of Commons accompa- 
nying tlie same, containing a" proposition for accommodating 
of" the unhappy differences at present subsisting between 
"our Parent Country aad the Colonies. 1 .'" "'* *' . ; ■ 

As the Continental Congress is now sittinj; to consider of 
the present critical situation oj American affairs ,• and as 
this House has already appointed Delegates for that pur- 
pose, we 'fhould have been glad that your Excellency had 

' postponed the" present meeting until their opinion could 
be had upon the Resolution now offered for our considera- 



tion, and to which we have no doubt that a proper atten- 
tion will be paid; more especially as we cannot suppose 
you to entertain a suspicion that the present House has the 
least design to desert the common cause, in which all Ame* 
rica appears to be both deeply interested and firmly united, so 
far as separately, and without the advice of a body in which 
all are represented, to. adopt a measure of so much impor- 
tance. Until this. opinion is known, we can only give your 
Excellency our present sentiments, being fully of opinion 
that we shall pay all proper respect to, and abide by, the 
united voice of the Congress on the present occasion. . 

Your.Excellency is pleased to tell us that this Resolu- 
tion " has had a variety of interpretations put on it ;" " that 
scarcely any have seen it. in its proper light;" and you 
proceed to give'us that explanation of the design and occa- 
sion, which you apprehend will enable us and our constitu- 
ents, to judge how far the plan it contains ought to be ac- 
quiesced in, and whatsteps it maybe prudent to take in 
the present situation. We confess that your Excellency 
has put a construction on the proposition, which appears 
to .us to be new; and, if we, would be of the opinion that 
the Resolution "holds no proposition beyond the avowal 
of the justice, the equity, and the propriety of subjects of 
the same State contributing, according to their abilities and 
situation, to the publick burden," and did. not convey to us' 
the idea, of submitting the disposal of all our property to 
others in whom we have no choice, it is more than proba- 
ble that we should gladly embrace the opportunity of set- 
tling this unhappy dispute. . 

Most Assemblies on the Continent haye, at various 
times, acknowledged and declared to the world their wil- 
lingness not only to, defray the charge of. the administration 
of justice, and the support of the civil Government, but 
also to "contribute, as they have hitherto done when consti- 
tutionally called upon, to every reasonable and. necessary 
expense for. the defence, protection, and security of .the 
whole British Empire; and this Colony in particular hath 
always complied with his Majesty's requisitions for those 
purposes. And we do now. assure your Excellency that we 
shall always be ready, according to our abilities, and to the 
utmost of our. power, to maintain the interests. of His Ma- 
jesty and of our Parent State. ^ If, then, your Excellency's 
construction De right, and if a. proposal " of this nature" 
will, as you are pleased to inform us, be received by His 
Majesty" with every possible indulgence, we have hopes 
that the declaration we now make will bejooked on by His 
Majesty and his Ministers, not only to be similar to what is 
required from us, but also to be a " basis of a negotia- 
tion" on which the present differences may be accommo- 
dated— an" event which we most ardently wish for. 

.We have considered the Resolution of 'the House of 
Commons.. We would hot wish.tp corrre to a deterrnj.nation 
that might be justly called precipitate, in the present alarm- 
ing situation of affairs; but if we mistake not, this. Reso- 
lution contains no new proposal. It appears to us to be 
the same with one made to the Colonies the year preceding 
the passing of the late Stamp Act; at least it is not rhate- 
rially different therefrom, -America then did not comply 
with it; and though we are sincerely disposed to make use 
of all proper means to obtain, the favour, of His Majesty 
and the Parliament of Great^ Britain, yet we cannot, in 
our present opinion, comply with a proposition which we 
really apprehend to give'up the privileges of freemen;; nor 
do we /want any time to consider whether we shall submit 
to that which, in our apprehension, will reduce us and our 
constituents to a state little betteiMhan i that, of slavery. 

.' By the Resolution nowoHered, if assented to, we think 
we shall be, to all intents and purposes, as fully and effectu- 

. ally, taxed by our fellow -subjects in Great Britain, where 
we have not any representation, as by any of the late Acts 
of the British Parliament under which we have been ag- 
grieved; of which we* have complained ; and from which 
we ha ve~ prayed to be relieved; and that, too", in a much 
greater degree', perhaps, than by all those Acts put together. 
We caiwioj: consent to subject the" property of our consti- 
tuents to be taken away for services and uses, of the pro- 
priety of which, we have no "right to judge, while to* us are 
only left the ways and means' of raising the money ".' We 
have always thought and contended, that we had a right to 
dispose of our property ourselves; and we have always 
cheerfully yielded our assistance to His" Majesty in that 
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' way;' when the exigencies of affairs required lis so to do, 
and. he has condescended to ask it from us. It is the freedom 
of granting, as well .as the mode of raising moneys, which 
this House cannot voluntarily part with, without betraying 
the just rights of the Constitution. The present Resolu- 
tion seehTs to require us to raise a" proportion which a Par- 
liament of Great Britairi may at any time think fit to grant. 
At this time we cannot form any judgment, either of the 
extent of the, proposition, or of the consequences in which 
the good people of the Colony may be involved by our 
assent to a provision so indeterminate; for it appears to 
us to be impossible to judge what proportion or share the 
people can bear, until we know what situation they will be 
in when any sum is intended to be rais.ecT. 

' Upon the whole, though sincerely desirous to give every 
mark of duty and attachment to the King, and to sljpw all 
due reverence tp the Parliament of our Parent State, we 
cannot, consistent with pur real sentiments, and the trust 
reposed in us, assent to a proposal big with consequences 
destructive to the publick welfare ; and hope that the "jus- 
tice of our Parent Country will not permit us to be driven 
into a situation, the prospect of which fills us with anxiety 
and horrour. '. " ' .' 

There may be much truth in the observation, " that 
mankind generally act not according to right, but according 
to present interest, and most according to present passion," 
Yet we trust that our conduct on the pres.ent occasion is 
neither influenced by the one 'nor the other; and we _ per- 
suade ourselves that your Excellency is so well acquainted 

• with the people you govern, that it .is quite unnecessary for 

:-us to make use of any means to convince you of the injus- 
tice of the charge, " thaf'the Americans have deeper views, 
and mean, to throw of all dependance on Great Britain, 
and to get rid.of every control of their Legislature." 

'We heartily pray that the supreme Disposer of events, 
m whose hands are the hearts of all men, may avert the 
calamities' impending over us, and influence our Sovereign, 
.his Ministry; and the Parliament, so as to induce them to - 
put a stop to the effusion of the blood of the Colonists, 
who wish always to look upon their fellow-subjects in Great 
Britain astheir brethren, and are really desirous, to pro- 
mote their interests and*" happiness upon any reasonable 
terms; and it will give us great p'easure to find your Ex- 
cellency'amongst those-who, by just and proper representa- 
tions of the dispositions of the inhabitants of tbese'Colo- 

"nies, shall assist in settling of the -present unhappy differ- 
ences. By order of the House : " 

Cortland Skinner, Speaker. 

" House of Assembly, May 19, 1775. ' 

To which his Excellency was pleased to make the follow- 
ing Answer: 
Gentlemen •' " ' -" " 

I have done my duty. I lostno time in laying before 
you-the propositions 1 had received for an amicable accom- 

-- modation of the present unhappy differences. I gave you 
as full.and candid an explanation of them as I was autho- 
rized "or enabled to dp. Whether those propositions or 
niy explanation of them did or did not contain any thing 
new, is "but little to the purpose. The question is, whether 
tHey ought or ought not fo be approved, either in whole or 
in parl,°.or be made the, ground of a negotiation; and 
whether, in'the latter case,"every Assembly on the Conti- 
nent ought not to take some "active measures to effect an 
end so desirable. In stating the matter to you, I could 
have nq, suspicion that you did not think yourselves com- 
petent to' the business, and were necessarily to wai'tjhe 
determination of another body. It Was but the last session 

" you assured, me that' you would not "suffer any of the 
rights vested in you by the Constitution to be wrested gut 
of your hands by any person or persons whatsoever." I 
shall forbear to point out the inconsistency of this Address 
with that declaration. Nor shall I aim to convince you of 
the vyronglideas you have formed of those propositions. 
Were they ever so .rightly understood, or ever so well ap- 
proved by you, yet, to judge by your own declaration, it 
could be of no avail. The times are indeed greatly alter- 
ed. I shall be happy to see. some proper attempts made 
to mend trferji. * My representations and endeavours, from 
the first commencement* of this unnatural dispute to this 
day, have not been, nor shall they ever be, wanting to- 



wards effecting a* reconciliation; 1 am persuaded that if a 
disposition of this sort is manifested, and the proper steps 
are pursued by those who have it in their power to talte the 
lead in ; this important affair on the part of America, it may 
be easily accomplished .to mutual satisfaction. His Ma- 
jesty, I am sure, would wish to avoid the shedding of the 
blood of his American, as much as that of his British sub- 
jects. They must be all equally dear to him, if they are 
"equally dutiful. The Americans, in general, have been, 
and I hope will ever. prove as well disposed to His Majesty 
and Family, as the subjects of any other part of the Do- 
minions. : „ . ■'.'"; / '"""'";.'' " 
The House adjourned till three, P.. M. 

The. House met. .. ..." ., 

His Excellency having laid before the House a copy of 
the Resolution of the honourable the House of Commons 
of Great Britain, of the. 20th of February, 177 5, con- 
taining a "plan formed for the accommodation of the unhap- 
py differences between our Parent State and the Colonies.; 
which plan, under the 'present circumstances, this House 
could not'comply with and adopt; and yet this House 
being desirous' of making use of all proper means to effect 
a reconciliation, do recommend it tojheir Delegates to lay 
the same plan before the.. ContinenlarCgngress_ for their 
consideration.. ; • . '.. .;; ;.; „_:_._<_: ;_.-„;: .".'_ 

Ordered', That Mr. Mehelm and Mr. Elmer do go to 
the Council, and Inquire" whether they have" any business 
before them; if not, 'that this House proposes to apply.to 
his Excellency for. a dismission. .,, : ., __,... , . . 

Mr. Mehelm reported that "Sit. Elmer and" himselPwa'j.ed 
on the Council .accordingly, who said they had nothing 
before them. ; . .; : - ,. ■/. ^\.-. ->., -; 7i ... ,; '". 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher and1\Ir..L«wrc?ife .do wait 
upon his Excellency, and acquaint him that the House "tray- • 
ing gone through the business, is desirous, pf { a dismission. 

%\\\ Fisher reported, that My.. Lau;rcnce and himself. 
: waited upon the Go.vernour accordingly, who was pleased 
to say the House should hear.froaijiim presently . '., ... 
. A Message from his Excellency by Mr. Deputy Secre- 
tary 'Pettii, - •■-■-':■:/:' ,' ..', - . "" :_■-'. ■ -_ 
- - A Message to the Assembly. 

Gentlemen: -". . -";'*■ -~ ..V ■"■-"-..- y- :■-'' 

It has been my unhappiness almost every session du- 
ring the existence of the present Assembly, that a: majority 
of the members of the.. House have suffered themselves 
to be persuaded to seize on every opportunity of arraign- 
ing my conduct, or fomenting some dispute, let the 0£ca- 
"siOn be ever so trifling, or let me be ever so careful' to 
avoid giving any" just cause of offence. . This, too, has' 
been done with such an eagerness in the promoters of it as 
can only be accounted for "on aLsfupposition that. they, are 
either actuated by unmanly' private resentment, "or by a 
conviction that their whole -political consequence depends 
upon a contention with their Governour. Such^ effusion^ 
of ill-humour have never jet, however, nor is it likely they 
ever will, produce any benefit to the Province; on the con- 
trary, they have'occasioned^great delays and obstructions 
to the "publick business, and consequently beer attended 
with very considerable expense to the people. 

In this light, and in no other, can I look upon, the pro- 
ceedings of °y our House with respect to the matter men- 
tioned In your Message of Thursday. A member receives 
a pamphlet from England, containing, as is pretended, an 
extract of a letter from me to the Secretary of State.__ What 
does he do with.it ?.' Does he qome'to me, or does lie Write 
to me on the subject, or does be even request any other 
person to inquire of me whether the extract Js .genuine, or 
not? No, he treasures it up, tilfthe House meets; hut either 
through motives of shame o.r fear,iie does not choo&e to 
appea°r openly, in the affair himself.. He looks arou rid for 
some person to take the.odium of the, intended. ^bysipess off 
his hands, and presently finds one exactly fitted to Ins pur- 
pose. "The pamplet is accordingly laid before, the Assem- 
bly, the extract is read, -inserted,. at .large on the Minutes, 
ordered a second reading, and after it had been on record 
two days, the House at length thought proper to send me 
a messa°e requesting 1 would be pleased to inform them 
"Whether the Said extract .contains .a ..true, representation of 
" the words or substance of the letter,' or 'any part of the. 
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letter by me ; written relative to the proceedings of the last 
session of Assembly." 

Tf such a procedure does not manifest' a premeditated 
affront, and an intention to do me a personal injury, let 
any'man judge, who considers the several steps which have 
been taken in this affair, the many falsehoods which have; 
been industriously propagated, respecting the "contents of 
the letter, and the present turbulent state of the Province. 

Some, if not all. of you, must, have known that the pamph- 
let though called the Parliamentary Register, was; not .."'a 
publication authorized by Parliament, or of any more au- 
thority than a common magazine_or newspaper. , Nor' can 
1 doubt but that some of you must have seen or heard that 
what was lately published in that work, as the Speech of 
the Earl of Chatham, was publickly denied by his Lordship. 
It is well known to be as much the practice m England to 
write and publish speeches which were never spoke, as ft 
is iii America to publish extracts .of letters which were 
never jvrote by the persons to whom they are attributed. 

Besides, gentlemen, as to the particular extract in ques- 
tion, I cannot but flatter myself that I am not so remark-" 
&} °} s fe r ._ writing nonsense and contradictions, but that you 
mighty have at least doubted the genuineness of the" extract 
when you saw on the very face of "it so glaring an 'absur- 
dity as. could not be supposed to have come .from" the pen 
of any m sir of common sense. Would you not have 
thought, me extremely deficient In the common; marks of 
respect which" Is "due from one gentleman to another, and 
mu ch mpre^frpm one branch oft.^e, Legislature to another, 
Had.1 seen a pretended extract bf a letter, said to be wrote 

^ ^2-^2 J°" T ^S ent ' or ^ TOm ™ ro t0 y° u > containing' evi- 
dent nonsense r.arid absurdity, and should order it to be read 
in Council, and entered on the minutes without making any 
inquiry as to the authenticity of it, until two days after ? 
^Y^ICy " not nave construed such conduct into a designed 
a ^H n t?._P* suspected that it was calculated to expose you 
to fHi?"I e i or to promote some intended injury, more 
especially Tn times so circumstanced as the present. 

I cannot think that you have the least right,to a sight gf 
any part of my correspondence with the King's Minfsters, 
a.nd I am convinced that yotnvould deem it a very impro- 
per request, we're I to_ask you to communicate tome your 
co>fespbndence with the Agent of this Province, at the 
^ , ? mt , t3 % P. r€ ?tB r i tcl i":: . I wilt, however, thus far comply 
with yW request as" to"' assure you that "the. said extract 
does rrqt contain a .true representation of ihe words or sub- 
stance 9( t my letter;" but had you, before you suffered it' 
to be enjejed^pp your Minutes, applied to me, either" in 
' a private or publick. way, I should have had not _the least 
scruple to have let you seen the whole of what I wrote 
" relative to the proceedings of the last session of Assern- - 
bly." It has ever b'een my rule, as it is my duty, to'repre- . 
sent matters exactly in the light as they appear to me from 
the best; information I. can obtain, at the time of writing my 
despatches.^ If I afterwards find that I have." been mista- 
ken in any thing, I never fail "to rectify the mistake as soon ' 
as discovered. - . . v - ■ 



On the whole, gentlemen, I liave very, particular reasons 
to complain of the treatment I have, received on account 
of this pretended extract. Great pains have" been taken 
to propagate an idea that. 1 wrote a letter to England 
inimical to the Province' or to America in general, After 
it is produced nothing of the kind appears, nor. should I 
have the least objection to the publication of my whole 
correspondence with the King's Ministers. _ You have on 
your Minutes a copy of a letter from Lord Sheliumc, 
. which will shew that the representations I made of the dis : 
position and conduct of the people of this Province, at the 
time of the Stamp Act, a time somewhat similar to th,e 
present, were,lo use his Lordship's words, ''much to its. 
honour." My sentiments respecting the present transac- 
tions I have no scruple to declare do not entirely coincide 
with tliose of either party. But I trusj that those who 
know me best r will dame thejustice to allow that no office- 
or honour in the power of the Crown jto bestow, will ever" 
influence. me to forget or neglect the duty I owe my Coun- 
try, nor the most furious rage of the most intemperate 
-zealots induce me. to swerve from the duty 1 owe His Ma- 
jesty. .- _ -' V- ... -.-■.- -Wm. Franklin. 

l._ Resolved, That the laying of the Parliamentary 
Register before this House, containing a publication said 
to be an extract of a Letter, from Governor Franklin to 
Lord Dartmouth, so far from doing or carrying an appear- 
' ance of intending an injury to the character of his Excel- 
lency, or deserving of those personal" reflections contained 
in his Message To the House of this day, had, in the opin- 
ion of this House, a tendency to do liim real service, by 
giving himan opportunity of exculpating himself from the 
charge of writing the said Letter or extract, if the charge 
had been groundless. 

2. Resolved, That Mr, Fisher,Mr. Kinscy, Mr. Tucker, r 
Mr. Paxon, "and Mr. Hinchman, be a Committee to^con- " 
sider of the' said Message," and make report to tbenext 
sitting of Assembly. - ■■-'.-'.' 

On the question, Whether the House agrees to the said 
Resolutions or not ?." It passed in the affirmative : 

- Yeas. 

" Mr. Combs, 
Mr. Wetherill, 
Mr. Dunham, 
. Mr. Taylor, 
^ j Mr. Lawrence, 
Mr. Garritsn, 
Mr. Fisher, 
Mr. Rey, 
Nay. Mr. Barton. 

A Message from his, Excellency, by Mr. Deputy Sec- 
retary Pettit. -".'■ 

Mr. Speaker : Hij3 Excellency is in .the Council Cham- 
ber, and requires the immediate attendance of .this Ho.use. 

Whereupon Mr. Speaker, with the House, waited upon 
his Excellency, who waspleased to prorogue the General 
Assembly to the 20th day of June next,., then jo meet at 
Burlington. ^ ~. ; .-- "... " "— 



Yeast -'•■". 
Mr. Doy, 
• Mr. Demarest, ' 
-Mr. Winds, 
Mr...Kinscy, 
Mr. Hewlings, 
- Mr. Paxojv 
Mr! .^ykes u 
Mr.^Hinchman, 



Yms, 
Mr. Holme, 
Mr. Hand, 
Mr. EJdridge, 
Mr. Tucker, 
Sir. ftlchclm. 
Mr. Sheppard, 
Mr. Elmer, 
Mr; Pettit; 






. - •' .Nfiw-YOIlKXOijtMITTEE. 

The Committee met, by adjournment, Monday, 15th 
May, 1115. Present- -"' " . '. ,- .- 

Isaac Low; \ Theophilus Anthony, .. Gerrct Kkfetas,- 

•*"r ' *r^ V1,Jg ^ 0n ' WiUjam Gofbrth, Cornelius Cbppsr, 

Alex, McDougall, Wdliam Denning, John Reade 

Le^mird.Lispenard, William W. Gilbert, . J. Van Cortland!/ 1 

John Broome, John Bcrrian, . Jacobus Van Zandt, 

Joseph Harjett,. GabneJ W Ludlow, , Gerardus Duyckinck,- 

Gabnel IL Ludlow, Edward Fleming, John Marston ' " 

Pet^rVan .^chaick, John De. Lancey, ,. Hamilton Young- 

HenryRomsen, _ Frederick Jay," Abrarfi. Brinkernoff, 

Peter T. Curtem us, - William W. Ludlow, Benjamin Helmo -' 

Abraham Brasher, : Lancaster Burling, D ilv id Bookman ' 

AbrahamJP. Lott, John Lasher, 'Evert Banker ' 

Joseph Bull, ~ " George' Jarieway, . " Robo'rt Ray, 

Thomas Ivers, , James Beekman, Nicholas Bogart 

Hercules :VIulligan, Samuel Verplanck, William Laight'- 

John Anthony, ... Richard Yates, ..' Daniel Phenix, ' 

JohnWlnto, Daviijdarkson, "John Unlay.' 

A Letter, dated PhUaMpKia, 13th 'May, 1775, frotii 
John Lamb, received, andread. 

Mr. P. V, B. Livingston, ftoin the Committee of Cor- 
respondence reported and read, the draft of an Answer to 



a Letter, dated /Tryoti County, 19th April, lTi$: also an 
Answer Krone received (torn Thomas Barclay, dated Phi- 
ladelphia'Mayl lth, 1775, which being approved of, ; 

Ordered, That the same.be forwarded. 

Mr. Remsc'n mov'ed ? .seconded by Mr. Laight, j„n the' 
words following : ... _ : .-.-,- 

Whereas the inhabitants "of this. City have reposed a 
trust of great importance in this Committee, which we ajre 
bound, in honour to discharge with fidelity ; arid as the purr 
poses of our appointment may in a great measure be defeated 
unless the members are in 5 a situation'to be assembled on 
sudden emergencies; I therefore move that it be _ 

Resolved, That no member do absent' himself out of 
Town longer than jbrty-eight hours ; ' at* a 'iirne/ without " 
leave first obtained "from the Committee, -or from the 
, Charr'man ;and that every member be'served with a copy- 
oft his Resolve. • ' ■ L.i ■ ■ -'■ '- '■■:■ - ." 'm'-' '■ - ■ 

The following Address was presented' by Captains Lash- 
' er, Riizma, Stockhohn, Banker, Fleming '"and X<?« .' 

, We, the subscribers, who, by the unanimous consent" and 
approbation of many of our fellow-citizens, have formed dif- 
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ferent companies of Foot, in order to co-operate with the 
rest of our fellow-citizens in carrying into execution the 
General Association of, the late Continental Congress, do 
hereby offer our service to the General Committee, cheer- 
fully to take our tour of duty in such military services as 
the Committee may direct, and to be otherwise subservient 
to .the end of their appointment. 

John Lasher, Chris. Banker, 

' ; Rodol. Ritzma, Edward Fleming, 

'■• Andrew STOCKHOLM r Abraham P. Lott^" 
Ordered, That the Committee of Correspondence be 
directed to draft an Answer to the above Address.. 

Committee Chamber, New-TorR, May 15, 1775^. 

Resolved, That copies of the Association be lodgedat 
the following places in the respective Wards in this. City, 
to wit : ~ .- - ;-„ . ~ 

In the South-Ward, at the house of Mr. John Lasher; 

Dock-Ward, at the house of Mr. Gerardus Duyckinck; 
> [Eust-.Ward, at the house" of Mr. John Tmlay ; 

West- Ward, at theljouse of Mr. Peter T. Curtenius ; 

- North-Ward, at the house of Mr. John White ; 

. Mgntgomerie- Ward', the house of Mr. Petrus Byvanck ; 
Out- Ward, aLthe house of Mr. Thomas hers; 
To the intent, that all such persons who have Toot yet 
subscribed the Association, may with the 'greater, conveni- 
ence da It L And it is hereby recommended to them to 
make their subsgriptTons as" speedily as'possible, as returns 
of all such, as de^llnelijrejto be made to the Committee. 
- By order of the Committee : . ".-*... 

, ~: Xsaaq Low, Chairman, 

•NEYV-YORK COMMITTEE TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, 

....."• New-York, May 15, 1775. 

- Gentlemen: We have this moment received by express 
from Albany, the within autlientick intelligence of the 
fortress of Ticonderoga having been, surprised and taken 
by a detachment of Provincials from Connecticiit^and die 
Massachusetts-Bay. And .as we .do not conceive ourselves 
authorized to give any opinion upon a matter of s,ueh im- 
portance, we. have thought proper to refer it to the Con- 
gress ; and that the people of Albany may be acquainted 
with the sentiments of that Assembly as early as possible, 
their express, who is 'the bearer. Hereof, will carry any 
despatches the Congress, may think proper to send on the 
occasion to the Chy of Albany, by a short route from Phi- 
ladelphia. ■ 

We have already wrote to the Committee of Albany in 
answer to their letters to us, referred to in the - enclosed ; 
but it seems our letters were hot come to hand. ^ 

We are, gentlemen, with great respect, your obedient 
humble servants. By ordej- of the Committee: " 

.. .' -;-". :■"--'- ,, _ Isaac Low, Chairman. 
The Honourable Peyton Randolph, Esquire, President of 

the Continental Congress. - . 



ALBANY COMMITTEE TO THE NEW^YORK COMMITTEE? ' 

_.-■.-■■ Albany, May 12, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We applied to you on the third instant, 
for your advice on an application to us for supplying with 
provisions, &ic, some Troops from Connecticut, on their 
intended attack against Ticonderoga, &c, and it is to our 
great regreLthat we .have hitherto received ,no answer, 
although we pressed it,. and have since wrote to y'ou on the 
subject, by Colorfel Schuyler, since which time frequent 
applications have been made. to us on the same subject ; 
and as we are unacquainted with the sentiments of our 
Colony, on* this very important enterprise, we have declined 
interfering 1 ; " '■ 

We have just now received the original of the enclosed ' 
copy ; by its^contents you will see that they have succeed- 
ed in surprising Ticonderoga, and that a requisition is made 
for men and provisions, in order to enable them to repair 
and hold that fortress. Mr. Browii, who was personally 
in the. action, brought the letter, and made the demand, 
says, that the prisoners were on their way to this City ; 
but that unless they are immediately assisted, they are 
afraid they willhe obliged to abandon the fort, and leave 
the artillery behind, of which there "are about two hundred 



pieces, great and small. He is dissatisfied with our answer, 
and went away abruptly, though "we told him the circum- 
stances we were in, and that we'would immediately despatch 
an express to you. We hope you will no longer keep xrs 
In suspense, . ...'." ~ 

As the Troops in Canada will probably endeavour to 
retake it, the consequence of this enterprise, will probably 
involve the northern parts of this Colony in the borrows 
of war and devastation; and therefore we earnestly call 6n 
you to furnish us with your advice in this alarming crisis, 
immediatejy, "by Captain Barent Ten Eyck, who is sent' 
express. We are, gentlemen, yonr humble servants.; 

By order of the Committee of the.City of Albany. 
\ ~ ■-" • Abraham Yates, Jun., Chairman. 
Mr. Isaac Lpiv, Chairman of the Committee, New-York. 



' ETHAN ALLEN TO THE ALBANY COMMITTEE, J\ .; 

Ticonderoga, May 11, 1775. 

. Gentlemen : I have the inexpressible satisfaction "to 
acquaint you that at day-break pf the tenth instant, pur- 
suant to my directions from sundry leading gentlemen of 
Massachusetts-Bay and Connecticut, I took the fortress 
of Ticonderoga, with about One hundred and thirty Green 
Mountain Boys. Colonel Easton with about forty-seven 
valiant soldiers, distinghisbed\ themselves in the action, 
Colonel Arnold entered the fortress with .me side by side. 
The guard was so surprised, that contrary to expectation 
they" <{id not fire on us, but fled with precipitancy. We 
immediately entered tlie fortress, and took the garrison 
"prisoners, without bloodshed, or any opposition. They 
consisted of One. Captain, and a Lieutenant and forty-two 
men. ■■-...■- ■.----:- _ ; .'.•• * ,'■'■',-;;;'•-■ 

Little more need be said. You. know Governpur Carle- 
tori of Canada will exert himself to, retake it;" and as yonr 
County js nearer than any other part of the Colonies, and 
as your inhabitants have thoroughly manifested their .zeal 
in the cause of their Coivntry, I expect immediate assist- 
ance from you both in men and provisions. You cannot 
exert yourselves too niuch. in so glorious .a cause. The 
number of men need be more at first, till the other Col- 
onies can have" time to .muster. J am apprehensive of a 
sudden and quick attack. Pray be quick to our relief, and 
send us five hundred men imriYedia.tely— —fail not. From 
your friend and humble, servant, J * - ! _ 

Ethan Allen, Commander of Ticonderoga.. 
Abraham Yates, Chairman of the Committee,. Albany. ■■'• 



NEWBURGH (NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE, 

— At a' meeting of the major part of the Committee" of 
Correspondence and. Observation, for.the Precinct of j\ T «i.-- 
burgh, in Orange County , Neiv r York, rriet agreeahle to 
adjournment, at the house of Martin Wyjranh, on Mon- 
day, the 15th of. Mai/, 1775,: Wqlver J^cker, was chosen 
Chairman, Cornelius Hashr ouch, Clerk. ., _ „... •" " 

This Committee, taking into consideration "die present, 
most'alarming situation of our pubhek affairs, "occasioned 
by the bloody measures of a wicked Ministry ; and consi- 
dering the great utility of a General Association being fully 
signed by every male person, from the age of sixteen and 
upwards in this Province; and' whereas we have reason to 
lament that a number of persons in "this Precinct are so 
lost to the preservation of themselv.es and their Country, 
that they refuse, or neglect to sign the Association wjth the 
rest of their neighbours, fellow-sufferers, and "countrymen 
in this Precinct : ' . '. _" . ■-'■-■ '* ■-'■■i-.. ~ -.. - 

1. Resolved, That this Committee, in their. several Dis- 
tricts, as they, or the major part of them shall agree respec- 
tively, be, and are hereby appointed to wait on such person 
or persons who have neglecte.d and refused to .sign the • 
said Association, and in the most frjen.dly manner to Invite 
them to sign the same. . . . " ."".. - . " v ,." ,... . .;, . ^ - 

2. Resolved, That in case any person or persons, being 
males, and of the age aforesaid, shall refuse to sign the 
same, or does not come in and sign the same, on. or before 
the 29th of this instant, he or they shall, and are hereby 
deemed enemies to their Country. , - 

3. Resolved, That any person or persons ' refusing as 
aforesaid, that it is the opinion of this 'Committee, that no 
person or persons whatsoever shall have any kind of con- 
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nectiori "of dealings with such person or person? whatso- 
ever ; : and that whosoever shall have any such connection, 
ought to be treated in like manner, and be considered as an 
enemy to his Country, notwithstanding he. or they may 
have sigried the. Association. . : ' -_ "_';•" ;■" - ; v " 

4, Resolved, And we do recommend it to all our neigh- 
bouring and adjacent^ Towns, Precincts, Counties, and 
Provinces, that they will /in like manner treat such persons 

as aforesaid. - -.-..■ .= " . 

; 5.- Resolved, That the names _of such person or per- 
sons, who shall refuse as aforesaid, shall be made pubhek 
in the Newspapers. - -• _. - 

G. Resolved, That, any person or persons owning Ne- 
groes in this Precinct shall not, on any account whatever, 
suffer hjs^or their Negro or Negroes to be. absent from his 
dwellirigbpu.se or farm, after sun-down, or send them out 
in the day time off their_ farm without a pass-; and in case 
'any Negroes shall be found absent, contrary to the above 
Resolve, (except it be in Return with .his or their masters 
team,) shall be apprehended by any person or persons' 
whatsoever, and brought forthwith before any two' or more 
of tills jQommittee, who shall cause them to receive thirty- 
five lashes/ or any number less, as the sajd Committee sh.all 
judge proper. . : 

.7. Resolved, That" the above Resolves, of the Cpm- 
mittee %L shaILbe"iubject to the control of the Provincial 
and Con.tinental._Coiigresses, to their approbation and dis- 
approbation. -" -_-. - ■" -. . 

8. Resolved, Thai we will truly adhere to and pbey what- 
ever Resolutions the Continental and Provincial Congresses, 
or either pf jhern shalT resolve and direct, with respect to 
this Precjnct or other matters which 'are 'tp"be_observed in 
general, until such times as His Majesty, and his Lords 
and Commons shall repeaF and disannul all their present 
tyrannical acts/and rneasures, and again restore us to. our 
former liberties and privileges, which, by law and nature 
we"ai*e entitled to, as natural born subjects. ' 

. By order of the Committee : 

, . ".-.. " . , *--. Wolvee Ecrer. - 



PRO>rDEJ<CE. (RHODE-ISLAND) TOWE-MEETING, .' 

,.- At a Town- Meeting held atTrovidence, by adjournment, 
on Monday, the fifteenth day of May, A. D. 1775,. Mr. 
Joseph Brown, Moderator: '»„..■ *"".-'-• 

Voted, That ..the doings of the Town Council, on .the 
matter of the Watclf, be approved and accepted, and that 
"Mr. Zephaniah Andrews be, and is hereby appointed to 
"build" a" guard-house and_three watch-boxes in this Town, 
agreeable tp the vote of the. Town* Council establishing a 
Watch,, and that. the said Mr, Andrexvs advise with Messrs. 
John Brown and Jonathan Arnold on. that matter.. 

Vetted, That the master of the. Watch, together with 
John Brown and Jonathan Arnold, have full power to 
direct what .instrument or instruments the. Watch shall be 
provided with from time to, time... .; ' .". -.. 

Voted unammsusly, .That the Committee who were" ap- 
pointed by the;Town,.at_their last" meeting, to inquire into 
'the state and. preparation; of the; several inhabitants" of this 
JlowOjm respecitpTirerArms and other military stores and 
accoutrements "required by law, as they are not prepared to 
make their report at this meeting, be', and they are hereby 
directed ip make jheir report to Colonel John Mathewson, 
Edward Thurber, anji.Jpnajhan Arnold, who. are appoint- 
ed by the Town _a Committee to receive the same; and 
they, together' with, the aforesaid Committee, _are hereby 
appointed and empowered to purchase, at the expense and 
on" aCcpunt and risk of the Town, such and so many Arms 
as shalj.'appear to diem, necessary to supply all a"ble-bodied 
men whoai'e by said Committee deemedunable. to provide, 
.for themselves, and furnish such supplies of military stores 
and accoutrements as they judge necessary, under Gertain 
-rules and "restrictions to b'e by them made. And that the 
said Committee make their report .to the. Town as soon as 
they have" completed the business assigned them in this 
vote,. together with the regulations which shall be by them 
made as .aforesaid. ' .' ,.'".. 

And it _is further voted. That the said Committee do, 
assoorr as may be after receiving the Report of the first 
Committee, as aforesaid, furnish each. Captain of the Mi- 
litia Companies irr this Town with lists of those persons 



■who live within the limits of the.ir respective Companies, 
that are able to provide themselves with Arms," he, as the 
law requires ; and that upon receipt thereof it is recom- 
mended to them to strictly adhere to the law, and cause all 
such to provide themselves, or exact their fines, for each 
deficiency. '■'■'-' -" '--,- 

Voted, That Major Truman and Mo Paul Allen be a 
Committee tomake up the whole of the Town's stock of 
Powder and Lead, or procure the same to be made into 
Cartridges as soon as may be, at the expense of the Town, 
and when so made, return tbe.same.to the Captains of the 
several Military Companies in this Towfe. . 

Voted, That the vote passed in town-meeting on. the 
last Tuesday of August, be 'reprinted in the Providence 
Gazette. ' - ■.-"-. . ..'- " •. 

"■-"■ ■' .' ■■-. '"■ ~" " .■ Worcester, Hay 24, 1775. . 

.The week before last, the Falcon, sloop-of-war, was 
cruising about Cape Cod, and meeting ^witlTa wood sloop 
in. ballast, seized her, but promising the Skipper to release 
him and his^ves'sel if he. would give information of any 
"vessel that .was just arrived from the West-Indies.'m\.h.a 
cargo on bpard ; he at length told the Captain of the Fal- 
con that there Vas a sloop at Dartwoujji, which had just 
arrived; whereupon the Captain of the Fa Icon, instead of 
releasing the wood sloop, armed and. maimed her, and sent 
her in search of the fVest-huliaman. They found the 
vessel lying at anchor, but her " cargcf ivas landed ; how-_ 
ever, they seized "her and carried her off, after putting part 
of their crew and some guns -and ammunition on board.. 
Notice of this getting on shore, the people fitted out a 
third sloop, with about thirty men and tw.o.swivel-guns, and 
went in pursuit of these royal 'pirates, whom they came up 
with at Martha's, Vineyard, where they lay at anchor, at 
'about' a league'sdistance from each others the first surren- 
dered without firing a gun p our people, after putting a 
number of hancls on board, bore, down upon the other, 
which, by thi.s time, had got'under sail ; but the people in 
the Dartmouth ^loop coming up' with her'the pirates fired 
upon them; the fife was immediately returned, by which 
three of the pirates were wounded", among whom was the 
commanding officer^ Our. people boarded her immedi- 
ately, and having taken both sloops, carried them into 
'Dartmouth, and sent the prisonets to; Cambriflge ; from 
thence nine of .them were yesterday brought to this Town". 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM NEWPORT, IippDE-ISLANO, 
BATED MAY 10, 1775.;. 

Last' Friday the Falcon, Captain Lindscy, took two 
slppps at' Bedford, with intentlon.pf sending them to the 
Islands near the Vineyard, to carry from thence a parcel 
of sheep to Boston. The Bedford people resented this 
conduct in such a manner as to immediately fit out two 
sloops, with thirty men on board, and feslSSaturday-^etook 
them both, with fifteen men on board, rln.the action there 
were three of the men-qf : war_sailor5 badly wounded, one, 
of whom is since dead. The'other thirteen they immedi- 
ately sent to Taunton Jail. * •'•"■ ^ ' . 



' GROTON: (MASSACHUSETTS) COMTMITTEE. 

....'....". Groton, May 15^ 1775. 

The inhabitants of Groton in town-meeting assembled, 
the Reverend Samuel Dana offered that to the Town "with 
regard, to his political principles and conduct with which 
the Town voted themselves fully satisfied, and that he 
Ought to enjoy the privileges of society "in" common with 
other members; and we. hope this, with the following by 
him subscribed, will' be fully satisfactory "to the" publick, 

Oliver, Prescott, Isaac Fatotsw^ctrtit, 
- ' James Prf.scott, I jMoses Child, 

Josiah Sartet,l, _ ■■-'-".'■ 

Committee of Correspondence for Groton. 

" 1 , the subscriber, being deeply affected with the miseries 
brought on this Country by a horrid thirst for ill-got wealth 
and unconstitutional power ; and Jamenting my unhappi- 
ness in. being left to adopt principles in politicks different 
from the generality of my, countrymen, and thence to con- 
duct in a manner "that has but top justly excited the jealousy 
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and resentment of the true sons of liberty against me, 
earnestly desirous at the same time to give them all the 
satisfaction in my power, do hereby sincerely ask forgive- 
ness of all such for whatever I have said or done that had 
the least tendency to the injury of my Country, assuring 
them that it is my full purpose, in my proper sphere, to 
unite with them in all those laudable and fit measures that 
have been recommended by the Continental and Provin- 
cial Congresses, for the salvation of this Country, hoping 
my future conversation and conduct will fully prove the 
uprightness of my present professions. - 

• - - " Samuel Dana. 

"Groton, May 29, 1775." 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM GOVERNOUR GAGE TO LORD 
DARTMOUTH, DATED .BOSTON, MAY 15, 1775. 

They have been enlisting among the country people as 
majiy men as could be collected at forty shillings a man, 
and we are told they are enlisting them in the other Prov- 
inces. If they proceed in their movements it seems im- 
possible to be long before we again come to blow's ; and 
from the beginning 1 have perceived it was the wish and 
design of the leaders here to bring affairs to that crisis ; 
but so to manage it as to bring the rest of the Colonies to 
support them. It is astonishing how they have duped the 
whole Continent. 



TO THE MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

To the Honourable the Committee of Safety for the Prov- 
ince of the Massachusetts-B ay: 

The Petition of William Bent and others, humbly 
sheweth : 

That from various hands we, the subscribers, have ob- 
tained beating orders, and have respectively enlisted a 
company of men, consisting of fifty-six privates ; and being 
all from the same neighbourhood, and doing duty along our 
seacoast, we are desirous of being immediately formed 
into a regiment. 

And we beg leave most earnestly to move to your 
Honours, that Colonel Lemuel Robinson, of Dorchester, 
may be appointed to take the command of us as our Col- 
onel. From the acquaintance we have with this gentle- 
man, and from his known military character, we are induced 
to think that he is highly worthy the honour and the trust, 
and therefore are very desirous of being under his com- 
inand. 

Besides, we are concerned for the honour of the County 
of Suffolk. Present appearances render it suspicious that 
there are not gentlemen enough in said County sufficiently 
capacitated to command the Companies raised in it — a 
thought too degrading. And we are apprehensive that we, 
or a part of us, shall.be put under the command of officers 
from other Counties ; which will be very disagreeable, not 
only to us, but to our Companies also. 
■ We therefore pray, that for the honour of the County, 
and for the peace and good order of our Companies, Colonel 
Lemuel Robinson may have the command of us. And as 
in duty bound, will ever pray. 

William Bent, 

Elijah Vose, 

Seth Turner, 

John Vinton, 

Silas Wild, 

Jacob Gould, 

Joseph Trefont, 

Jotham Loring, 

James Lincoln, 

Job Cushing, 

May 15, 1775. 



i Milton. 

> Braintree. 

> Weymouth. 

> Hingham. 
Cohasset. 



PETITION OF JOHN BOICE AND HUGH m'LEAN. 

To the Honourable the Congress of the Province of the 
Massachusetts-Bay, assembled «< Watertown : 

The Petition of John Boice and Hugh McLean, of 
Milton, humbly sheweth : 

That your petitioners carry on the business of manufac- 
turers of Paper at Milton, which has been deemed of great 
utility to the publick ; that John Salter, James Colder, Wil- 



liam Durant, and William Pierse, now enlisted soldiers in 
the Provincial service, were all of them apprentices to your 
petitioners, and have attained so great a knowledge in the 
art of paper making, that their attendance on that business 
is absolutely necessary to its being carried on ; that they 
have done the principal part of the work at your petition- 
ers' mills for two years past ; and unless they are released 
from the service they are now in, it is impossible for your 
petitioners to continue this so useful and necessary branch 
of American manufactures. Wherefore, the petitioners 
pray that the said John Salter, James Colder, William 
Durant, and William Pierse, may be, "by order of this 
honourable Congress, dismissed as soon as may be from the 
service of the Provincial Army. And your petitioners, as 
in duty bound, shall ever pray. John Boice, 

Hugh McLean. 

May 15, 1775. 



JOSEPH PRIME AND OTHERS TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 
COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Berwick, May 15] 1775. 

Gentlemen : This day, on our waiting on Major Wood, 
on his march to Head-Quarters, we are" informed that one 
Alexander Scammell is appointed Major of the Regiment 
now raising in the County of York. Mr. Scammell lives 
in New-Hampshire, and has no properly in Berwick or 
the County of York. We being military officers In said 
County of York, not attending the County meeting in ad- 
vising to the field officers, do approve of the choice at said 
meeting, that is, Johnson Moulton, First Colonel ; J. S. 
Scammon, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Daniel Wood, Major. 

We are, gentlemen, with esteem, yours, &tc". "„ 

Joseph Prime, Joseph Pray, Jun., 

Jona. Hamilton, Jun., Mark Lord. 
To the Committee of Safety at Cambridge, Sic, &c. 



JEDEDIAH PREBLE TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Falmouth, May 15, 1775. 
Honoured Gentlemen : These wait on you by Colonel 
Phinney, who brought me all the papers necessary for 
enlisting a Regiment in the County of Cumberland. I 
advised with the Committee of Correspondence, who was 
of opinion it would be difficult for our County to spare a 
Regiment to be moved out of the Province of Maine,' as 
we lay much exposed to the Navy by sea, and the Indians 
and French on our back settlements, if they should be em- 
ployed against us ; but should be glad to do every .thing in 
our power for the defence of. our .just rights and dearer 
liberties. Our men are zealous in the cause of their Coun- 
try, and ready to venture every thing for the defence of it. 
Colonel March informs me your Honours have appointed 
him a Colonel, and gave him orders to raise a Regiment 
in this County, and to appoint all his officers ; this he ac- 
quainted me with after I had delivered Colonel Phinney 
the papers back again, which he brought to me. It is im- 
possible we can spare two Regiments out of this County, 
and they have both made considerable progress; am much 
afraid there will be some difficulty in settling the affair. 1 
am persuaded the men in general would prefer Colonel 
Phinney, and so should I for that reason, as I look on 
Colonel Phinney to be equal to Colonel March in every 
respect. 

Should have done myself the honour to have waited on 
you in person, but am still in a poor state of health, and 
so exercised with the gout that Icannot bear my shoes. 
I purpose to visit the Camp whenever I am able to un- 
.dergo the fatigue of so long a journey. I wish courage 
and conduct in our officers, resolution and a spirit of obe- 
dience in our soldiery, and a speedy end of all our troubles. 
I am your Honours' most obedient humble servant, 

Jedediah Preble. 



Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 



LETTER TO THE EASTERN INDIANS. 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, May 15, 1775. 

Friends and good Brothers : We, the Delegates of 
the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, being come together 
in Congress to consider what may be best for you and our- 
selves to do to get rid of the slavery designed to be brought 
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upon us, have thought it our duty to write you the follow- 
ing Letter : 

Brothers, the great wickedness of such as should be 
our friends, but. are our enemies, (we mean the Ministry of 
Great Britain,) have laid deep plots to take away our 
liberty and your liberty." They want to get all our money ; 
make us pay it to them when they never earned it ; to make 
you and us their servants, and let us have. nothing to eat, 
drink, or wear, but what they say we shall, and prevent 
us from having guns and powder to use and kill our deer 
and wolves, and other game, or to send to you for you to 
kill your game with, and to get skins and furs to trade with 
us for what you want. . But we hope soon to be able to 
supply you with both guns and powder of our own making. 
" We have petitioned to England for you and us, and told 
them plainly we want nothing but our own, and don't want 
to hurt them ; but they won't hear us, and have great ships 
and their men with guns to make us give up, and kill us, 
atid have killed some of our men ; but we have drove them 
back and beat them, and killed a great many of their men. 
The Englishmen of all the Colonies, from Nova-Scotia to 
Georgia, have firmly resolved to stand together and oppose 
them. Our liberty and your liberty is the same. We 
are brothers, and what is for our good is for your good ; 
and we, by standing together, shall make those wicked men 
afraid, and overcome .them, and all be freemen. Captain 
Goldthwait has given up Fort Pownall to our enemies. 
We are angry at It, and we hear you are angry with him, 
and we don't wonder at it. We want to know what you, 
our good brothers, want from us of clothing or warlike 
stores, and we will supply you as fast as we can. We will 
do all for you we can, and fight to save you any time, and 
hope" none of your men, or the Indians in Canada, will 
joinwith "our enemies. You may have a great deal of good 
influence on them. Our good brothers, the Indians at 
Stockbridge, all join with us, and some of their men have 
enlisted as soldiers, and we have given them that enlisted 
each one a blanket and a ribbon, and they will be paid 
when they are from home in the service, and if any of you 
are wihTng to enlist we will do the same for you. We 
have sent Captain John Lane to you for "that purpose, and 
he will show you his orders for raising one Company of 
your men to join with us in the war with your and our 
enemies. 

Brothers, we humbly beseech that God, who lives above, 
and who does what is right here below, to be your friend, 
and bless you, and to prevent the designs of those wicked 
men from hurting you Or us. 

Brothers, if you let Mr. John Preble know what things 
you want, he will take care to inform us, and we will do 
the best for you that we can. 

TOWN-MEETING, PORTSMOUTH, NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Extracts of sundry Votes passed at a Town-Meeting 
held at "the North Meeting-House in Portsmouth, May 15, 
1775: 7 " 

Voted, That the Town will aid and assist the Commit- 
tee^ that is or shall be .chosen in behalf of this Town, to 
preserve the peace and order of it, whenever the Com- 
mittee shall judge occasion may require. 

And that this Committee be fully empowered to inquire 
touching any obnoxious persons who may flee to this Town 
for an asylum, and "that they shall judge whether it is ex- 
pedienlJbr any such refugees to reside here or depart from 
it ; and any inhabitant of this Town who shall be obnox- 
ious, shall be only accountable to the Committee for their 
conduct. ... 

Voted, That no other persons but the Committee shall 
concern with any such refugees; but if any person shall 
know of any such obnoxious persons coming into Town, 
the earliest notice thereof should be given the Committee. 

Voted, That the Committee be empowered to call be- 
fore them, and upon proper evidence to pass censure upon, 
any inhabitants of this Town who shall dare to transgress 
any of the preceding votes, or in any manner to disturb the 
peace of the Town. 

Voted, That it is recommended to the inhabitants of 
this Town to refrain from purchasing any Lamb that .shall 
be killed before the first day of August next, and. that they 
kill no Lambs before that tinie. 



Voted, That the Town recommend the use of fresh Fish 
to the inhabitantSj twice a week at least. - 



COMMITTEE AND SELECTMEN OF MARLOW.TO THE PROVIN- 
CIAL COMMITTEE OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE, . .. . „ 
Marlow, N. H., M°iy 15, 1775. 
We received your letter inviting us to "send a Deputy in 
o"ur behalf to represent us at a Congress at Exeter, on the 
17ih instant, to consult on the affairs of this Government, 
and adopt such plan as may be most expedient to preserve 
the rights and privileges of this and the otherColonies. After 
notice, we met and considered the matters, and our own cir- 
cumstances, and our poverty is such that at present we are 
not able to support a Deputy at said Congress. But being 
well-wishers to the continuance pf our rights and privileges, 
both civil and sacred, we have chosen us a Committee of 
Correspondence with the other Committees ...of the other 
Towns in said Province, and we do hereby acquaint you 
of our free and voluntary will and resolution, with the 
hazard of our lives and interests to assist in the defence of 
the same with our neighbouring Colonies ; and we do here- 
by commit and entrust the consulting of the measures to 
be proceeded in to your wise and prudent conduct, under 
God, considering him as the alone Governpur of men under 
him ; and we hope and trust that God will give wisdom and 
understanding and strength according to the troubles and 
trials of the day in which we now live : and in all things we 
mean to pay our portion according to our ability, hoping 
that God will help us so to do. 

Samuel Guftin, 
Nathaniel Hadley, 
Elias Lewis, 
.Com. of Correspondence and Selectmen of Marlow. 
To the Provincial Committee to be held at Exeter, in the 
Province of New- Hampshire. 

P. S. We should be glad to be. favoured with what 
measures are concerted by the said Congress. 



town of alsteap to the new-hampshire congress. 

Alstead, N. H., May 15, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We received a letter from the former 
Convention requesting us to assist by sending a man to 
represent us. We should gladly have embraced the privi- 
lege were we in a capacity; but our ability is such that we 
look upon ourselves as not able to maintain a man to sit in 
Congress, but have proceeded so far in town-meeting, 
duly warned, to choose a Committee to correspond with 
our sister Towns, and to draw a letter to forward our 
doings, joining with the Tow-n of Marlow in this pro- 
cedure, which are as follows, viz: 

Made choice of Nathaniel Sartell Prentiss, Oliver 
Shepherd, and Simon Brooks, as a Committee of Corres- 
pondence, and voted to abide by the proceedings of a Con- 
vention at the risk of our all, trusting in their wisdom and 
sagacity (under God) that their endeavours and proceed- 
ings will happily extricate us out of the alarming evil that 
we either feel or fear ; which will be the constant prayer 
and wish of your friends and brethren .in one common 
cause, the inhabitants of Alstead. 

By a vote of the Town chose Mr. Oliver Shepherd to 
forward these our proceedings immediately, and make 
return. In behalf of the Committee : 

Nathaniel Prentiss, Town Clerk. - 

To the Honourable the Delegates from the several Towns 
in this Province now sitting at Exeter, New- Hampshire. 



AUGUSTA COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of that part of Augusta 
County that lies on the west side of the Laurel Hill, at 
Pittsburgh, the 16th day of May, 1775, the following 
gentlemen were chosen a Committee for the said District, 
viz : George Cfoghan, John Campbell, Edward Ward, 
Thomas Smallrnan, John Cannon, John McCuUaugh, Wil- 
liam Gee, George Valandingham, John Gibson, Horsey 
Peniicost, Edward Cook, William Crawford, Devereux 
Smith, John Anderson, David Rodgers, Jacob Vanmetrc, 
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Henry Enoch, James Ennis, George Wills on, William 
Vance, David Shepherd, William Elliot, Richmond Wil- 
lis, Samuel Sample, John Ormsbey, Richard McMaher, 
John Nevill, and John Sweringer. 

The foregoing gentlemen met in committee, and resolved 
that John Campbell, John Ormsbey, Edward Ward, Tho- 
mas Smallman, Samuel Sample, John Anderson, and Deve- 
reux Smith, or any four of them, be a Standing Committee, 
and shall have full power to meet at such times as they 
shall judge necessary, and in case of any emergency, to 
call the Committee of this District together, and shall be 
vested with the same power and authority as the other 
Standing Committees and Committees of Correspondence 
are in the other Counties within this Colony. 

Resolved unanimously, That the cordial and most grate- 
ful thanks of this Committee are a tribute due to John 
Harvie, Esquire, our worthy Representative in the late 
Colonial Convention held at Richmond, for his faithful dis- 
charge of that important trust reposed in him ;'and to John 
Nevill, Esquire, our other worthy Delegate, whom nothing 
but sickness prevented from representing us in that re- 
spectable Assembly. 

Resolved unanimously, That this Committee have the 
highest sense of the spirited behaviour of their brethren in 
New- England, and do most cordially approve of {heir 
opposing the invaders of American rights and privileges to 
the utmost extreme, and that each member of this Com- 
mittee, respectively, will animate and encourage their 
neighbourhood to follow the brave example. 

The imminent danger that threatens America in gene- 
ral, from Ministerial and Parliamentary denunciations of 
our ruin, and is now carrying into execution by open acts 
of unprovoked hostilities in our sister Colony of Massachu- 
setts, as well as the danger to be apprehended to this 
Colony in particular from a domestick enemy, said to be 
prompted by the wicked minions of power to execute our 
ruin, added to the menaces of an Indian war, likewise said 
to be in contemplation, thereby thinking to engage our 
attention, and divert it from that still more interesting ob- 
ject of liberty and freedom, that deeply, and with so much 
justice, hath called forth the attention of all America; for 
the prevention of all, or any of those impending evils, it is 

Resolved, That the recommendation of the Richmond 
Convention, of the 20th of last March, relative to the 
embodying, arming, and disciplining the Militia, be immedi- 
ately carried into execution with the greatest diligence in 
this County, by the officers appointed for that end ; and 
that the recommendation of the said Convention to the 
several Committees of this Colony, to collect from their 
constituents, in such manner as shall be most agreeable to 
them, so much money as shall be sufficient to purchase 
half a pound of gunpowder, and one pound of lead, flints, 
and cartridge paper, for every tithable person in their 
County, be likewise carried into execution. 

This Committee, therefore, out of the deepest sense of 
the expediency of this measure, most earnestly entreat 
that every member of this Committee do collect from each 
tithable person in their several districts the sum of Two 
Shillings and Six-Pence, which we deem no more than 
sufficient for the above purpose, and give proper receipts 
to all such a_s pay the same into their hands ; and the sum 
so collected .to be paid into the hands of Mr. John Camp- 
bell, who is to give proper security to this Committee, or 
their successors, for the due and faithful application of the 
"money so deposited with him for the above purpose, b) r or 
with .the advice of this Committee, or their successors ; 
and this Committee, as your representatives, and who are 
most ardently labouring for your preservation, call on you, 
our constituents, our friends, brethren, and fellow-sufferers, 
in the name of God, of every thing you hold sacred or 
valuable, for the sake of your wives, children, and unborn 
generations, that you will, every one of you, in your seve- 
ral stations, to the utmost of your power, assist .in levyin" 
such sum, by not only paying yourselves, but by assisting 
those who are not at present in a condition to do so. We 
heartily lament the case. of all such as have not this small 
sum at, command in'this day of necessity ; to all such we 
recommend to tender security to such as Providence has 
enabled to lend them so much ; and this Committee do 
pledge their faith and fortunes to you, their constituents, 
that we shall/without fee or reward, use our best entfeav- 



outs to procure, with the money so collected, the ammu- 
nition, our present exigencies have made so exceedingly 
necessary. 

As this Committee has reason to believe there is a quan- 
tity of Ammunition destined for this place for the purpose 
of Government, and as this country, on the west side of 
the Laurel Hill, is greatly distressed for want of ammuni- 
tion, and deprived of the means of procuring it, by reason 
of its situation, as easy as the lower Counties of this Colony, 
they do earnestly request the Committees of Frederick, 
Augusta, and Hampshire, that they will not suffer the am- 
munition to pass through their Counties for the purpose's of 
Government, but will secure it for the use of this destitute , 
country, and immediately inform this Committee of their 
having done so. 

Resolved, That this Committee do approve of the Re- 
solution of the Committee of the other part of this Coun- 
ty, relative to the cultivating a friendship with the Indianf; 
and if any person shall be so depraved as to take the life 
of any Indian that may come to us in a friendly manner, 
we will, as one man, use our utmost endeavours to bring 
such offender to condign punishment. 

Ordered, That the Standing Committee be directed to 
secure such Arms and Ammunition as are not employed in 
actual service, or private property, and that they get the 
same repaired, and deliver them to such Captains of Inde- 
pendent Companies as may make application for the: same, 
and taking such Captain's receipt for the arms so delivered. 

Resolved, That the sum of fifteen Pounds, current money, 
be raised by subscription, and that the same be transmitted 
to Robert Carter Nicholas, Esq., for the use of the Depu- 
ties sent from this Colony to the General Congress, Which 
sum of money was immediately paid by the Committee 
then present. 

Mr. John Campbell reported, from the Select Committee 
for considering the grievances, as Instructions to the. Dele- 
gates, which he read in his place, and handed it to the 
Clerk's table, where it was again read, and is as follows : 

To John Harvie and George Rootes, Esquires. 

Gentlemen : You being chosen to represent the people 
on the west side the Laurel Hill inthe Colonial Congress 
for the ensuing year, we, the Committee for the people 
aforesaid, desire you will lay the grievances hereafter men- 
tioned before the Congress at their first meeting, as we 
conceive it highly necessary they sEould he redressed, to 
put us on a footing with the rest of our brethren in the 
Colony. n 

1st. That many of the inhabitants in this part of the 
County bave expended large sums of money, and supplied 
the soldiers in the last Indian war with provisions and other 
necessaries, many of whom have expended all they had ; 
and though, at the same time, we bear a grateful remem- 
brance of the good intentions of the late Colonial Congress, 
so feelingly and generously expressed in their Resolves, 
yet the unhappy situation we are "reduced to by the pay- 
ment, of those supplies being delayed, involves this new 
and flourishing country in extreme poverty. 

2d. That the maintaining a garrison at this place, when 
there is no other method used for supplying them with pro- 
visions, but by impressing from the inhabitants of the coun- 
try, ought to be considered. - . - 

3d. That this country, joining the Indian Territory and 
the Province of Quebeck, (which by its late change of Con- 
stitution is rendered inimical to liberty,) lies exposed to the 
inroads of the Savages and the Militia of that Province ; 
and should the Ministry or their emissaries be able to stir 
up either of them against the Colonies, this country will 
be in need of support to enable them to provide against, 
and withstand any attempt that may be made on their civil 
or religious liberties. 

4th. That for want of freeholders we cannot get le^al 
Grand Jurors, which are necessary for the well government 
of the country. -.-.." 

5th. That the unsettled boundary between this Colony 
and the Province of Pennsylvania, is the occasion of many 
disputes. 

6th. That the collecting the duty on skins and furs, 
for which a commission hath lately been sent up here, will 
banish the Indian Trade froni this piece and Colony. 

Which Report being agreed to, 
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Resolved unanimously, That a fair copy be drawn off and 
delivered to our Delegates as their instructions. 

Ordered, That the foregoing proceedings be certified by 
the Clerk of this Committee, and published in the Vir- 
ginia Gazette. . 

By order of the Committee. ' "* 

James Berwick, Clerk. 



DOCTOR FRANKLIN TO DQCTOR PRIESTLEY, IN LONDON. 

Philadelphia, May 16, 1775. 

Dear Friend : You will have heard, before this. reaches 
you, of a march stolen by the Regulars into the country by 
night, and of their expedition back again. They retreated 
twenty miles in six hours. 

The Govemour had called the Assembly to propose Lord 
North's pacifick plan, but, before the time of their meet- 
ing, began cutting of throats.. You know it was said he 
carried the_sword in one hand, and the olive branch in the 
other ; and it seems he chose to give them a taste of the 
sword first. 

He is doubling his fortifications at Boston, andliopes to 
secure his Troops till succour arrives. The place, indeed, 
is naturally bo defensible, that I think them in no danger. 

All America is exasperated by his conduct, and more 
firmly united than ever. . The breach between the two. 
Countries is grown wider, and in danger of becoming 
irreparable. 

I had a passage of six weeks, the weather constantly so 
moderate that a London wherry might have accompanied 
us all the way: I got home in the evening, and the next 
morning was unanimously chosen by the Assembly of Penn- 
sylvania a Delegate to the Congress now sifting. 

In coming over, [ made a valuable philosophical dis- 
covery, which I shall communicate to you when I can get 
a little time. At present am extremely hurried. 

Yours/most affectionately, B. Franklin. 



MEETING OF THE INHABITANTS OF WESTMORELAND, 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

At a general meeting of the inhabitants of the County 
of Westmoreland, held at Hanna's Town the 16th day of 
May, 1775, for taking into consideration the very alarming 
situation of this Country, occasioned by the dispute with 
Great Britain : 

Resolved unanimously, That the Parliament of Great 
Britain, by several.late Acts, have declared the inhabitants 
of the Massachusetts-Bay to be in rebellion, and the Min- 
istry, by endeavouring to enforce those Acts, have at- 
tempted to reduce the said inhabitants to a more wretched 
slate of slavery than ever before existed in any state or 
country. Not content, with violating their constitutional 
and chartered privileges, they would strip them of the rights 
of humanity, exposing lives to the wanton and unpunishable 
sport of a licentious soldiery, and depriving them of the 
very means of subsistence. . - " 

Resolved unanimously, That there is no reason to dQubt 
but the same system of tyranny and oppression will (should 
it meet witli 'succesjiri the Massachusetts- Bay) be extended 
to every other part ofAmerica : it is therefore become the 
indispensable duty of every American, of every man who 
has any publick virtue or love for his Country, or any 
bowels for posterity, by every means which God has put 
in his power, to resist and oppose the execution of it; that 
for us WErwiJT be ready to oppose it with our lives and for- 
tunes. And the bettert<3 enable us to accomplish it, we will 
immediately form ourselves into a military body, to consist 
of Campanies_to.be made up out of the several Townships 
under the following Association, which is declared to be the 
Association of Westmoreland County : 

Possessed with the most unshaken loyalty and fidelity 
to His Majesty, King George the Third, whom we acknow- 
ledge to he our .lawful. and rightful King, and who we wish 
may long be the beloved Sovereign of a free and happy 
people throughout the whole British Empire ; we declare 
to the world, that we do not mean by this Association to 
deviate from that loyalty which we hold it our hounden 
duty to observe; but, animated with the love of liberty, it 
is no less our duty to maintain and defend. our just rights 



(which, with sorrow, we have seen of late wantonly vio- 
lated in many instances by a wicked Ministry and a cor- 
rupted Parliament) and transmit them entire to our pos- 
terity, for which purpose we do agree and associate 
together : 

1st. To arm and form ourselves into a Regiment or Re- 
giments, and choose officers to command us in such propor- 
tion as shall be thought necessary. 

2d.' We will, with alacrity, endeavour to make ourselves 
masters of the manual exercise, and such evolutions as may 
be necessary to enable us to act in a body with concert ; 
and to that end we will meet at such times and places as 
shall be appointed either for the Companies or the Regi- 
ment, by the officers commanding each when chosen. 

3d. That should our Country be invaded by a foreign 
enemy, or should Troops be sent from Great Britain to 
enforce the late arbitrary Acts of its Parliament, we will 
cheerfully submit to military discipline, and to the utmost 
of our power resist and oppose them, or either of them, 
and will coincide with any plan that may be formed for the 
defence of America in general, or Pennsylvania in par- 
ticular. 

4th. That we do not wish or desire any innovation, but 
only that things may be restored to, and goon in the same 
way as before the era of the Stamp Act, when Boston grew 
great, and America w T as happy. As a proof of this dispo- 
sition, we will quietly submit to the laws by which we have 
been accustomed to be governed before that period, and 
will, in our several or associate capacities, be ready when 
called on to assist the civil magistrate in carrying the same 
into execution. 

5th. That when the British Parliament shall have re- 
pealed their late obnoxious Statutes, and shall recede from 
their claim to tax.us,and make laws for us in every instance, 
or when some general plan of union and reconciliation has 
been formed and accepted by America, this our Association 
shall be dissolved; but till then it shall remain in full force; 
and Jo the observation of it, we bind ourselves by every 
thing dear and sacred amongst men. 

No licensed murder ! no famine introduced by law ! 

Resolved, That on Wednesday, the twenty-fourth instant, 
the Township meet to accede to the said Association, and 
choose their officers. 



PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL, 

At a Council held at Philadelphia on Tuesday, 16th 
May, 1775. 

Present : The Honourable John Penn, Esq., Govemour, 
James Tilghman, Andrew Allen, Esquires. 

The Govemour acquainted the Board that eight Cayuga 
Indians came to Town on Saturday last from Canasadego, 
on the Cayuga branch of Susquehannah, on some business 
with this Government, and that he now proposed to hear 
what they had to say. 

Whereupon the Board agreed that they should be imme- 
diately sent for, and they were accordingly introduced. 

The Govemour then acquainting them that he was ready 
to hear them, ...... addressing himself to the 

Govemour, first went through some short usual ceremonies 
of clearing the throat and heart, and opening the ears, &c, 
and then producing a belt of wampum, spoke as follows, 
viz : That three of their company who were present as the 
nearest surviving relations of the old Seneca Sohaes, who 
lived for many years with his family and connexions on a 
tract of land within the manor of Conestogo, in Lancaster 
County; that the old man, with his family and relations, 
were several years ago murdered, there by some wicked 
men belonging to this Government ; and that the said tract 
of land, containing about five hundred acres, now became 
the property of his three relatives present, one of whom is 
Sohaes's brother ; that they had come down at this time to 
see their brother Onas, and to make sale of the said land 
io him. That the land is very rich, and worth a great deal 
of money ; but as their brother Onas was himsel(\ well 
acquainted with its value, they desired he would purchase 
it from them, for such a price as he thought reasonable, and 
they would be entirely satisfied. 

He then delivered the belt of wampum to the Govemour, 
and told him that he had finished what he had to say. 

The Govemour thereupon acquainted the Indians that 
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lie and hisr Council would take their. Speech into consider- 
ation, and give them an answer on Thursday morning. 

At a Council held at Philadelphia on Thursday, 18th 
May, 1775. Present: The Honourable John Penn. Esq., 
Governour, William Logan, Benjamin Chew, Andrew Al- 
len, Edward Shippen, Jr., Esquires. 

The eight Cayuga Indiansbeing sent for, attended at the 
Board in order to receive the Governour's answer to their 
Speech on Tuesday last, which the Governour in part de- 
livered to them ; but as it appeared to the Board that the 
Indians did not clearly and fully comprehend his meaning, 
the person who undertook to interpret to them^ not being 
sufficiently acquainted with their language, and the Indians 
expressing great dissatisfaction on being informed that this 
land had already been purchased and paid for, it was agreed 
that Isaac Still, a Delaware Indian interpreter, should.be 
immediately sent for, to interpret the Governour's answer 
to the Indians in Council, on Saturday morning next, 

At a Council held at Philadelphia on Saturday, 20th 
May, 1775. Present : The Honourable John Penn, Esq., 
Governour, William Logan, James Tilghman, Andrew 
Allen, Edward Shippen, Jr., Esquires. 

The eight Cayuga Indians, by the desire of the Gov- 
ernour, again attended the Board, with the Indian inter- 
preter, Isaac J>ti~U, and having taken their seats, the Speaker 
repeated over the Speech he had delivere.d to the Governour 
on Tuesday last, which was the same in substance as 
entered on the Minutes of that day, and the Governour 
returned them his answer, which was fully explained to 
them by Isaac Still, and is as follows, viz: 

" Brethren : The tract of land you mention, consist- 
ing of five hundred acres, part of tile Conestogo Manor 
where old Sohaes dwelt, was included in a purchase long 
since made from the Indians; notwithstanding which I agree 
that Sohaes and his family had the proprietary's permis- 
sion to' live thereon as long as they chose to remain in the 
inhabited part of the country. 

" Some time after the death of Sohaes, and all his famdy 
that resided there, in the year 1763, there was a treaty 
held at Fort Stanwix, to which I was invited by Sir Wil- 
liam Johnson, in order to treat with the Indians concerning 
the purchase of a large tract of land, part of which lay in 
the King's Government, and part in the Province of Penn- 
sylvania. At this treaty the last great Indian purchase 
was made, for which I then paid the Indians ten thousand 
Dollars, But before the treaty was finished, Sir William 
Johnson informed me that the Indians expected to be paid 
for the 'five hundred acres of land, part of the Conestogo 
Manor, where Sohaes dwelt. I accordingly agreed to pay 
them for it. The price agreed on was two hundred Pounds, 
York money, or five hundred Dollars, the value of which 
was then delivered in goods to Togaiaio, the Cayuga Chief, 
to be distributed as he thought proper; and thedeed I now 
show you for the land 1 bought of the Indians at that 
treaty, signed by the Chiefs of the Six Nations, expressly 
includes This five hundred acres of land. Having therefore 
already purchased the lands twice, it cannot reasonably be 
expected that I should pay for it again. However, as you 
have come from a great distance, under an expectation of 
selling this land, and perhaps did not receive so great a por- 
tion of the goods I delivered at Fort Stanwix as should have 
been paid to the relatives of Sohaes, and to show you the 
desire I have to preserve peace and friendship with the 
Indians, and that when they pay me a visit they should 
not go away dissatisfied, I am willing to make you a present, 
which I hope you will think a generous one. I there- 
fore desire you will accept of these three hundred Dollars." 
A belt. -'..'' 

The Indians accordingly very gladly accepted the three 
hundred Dollars, and signed a receipt for the same on the 
back of the deed executed at Fort Stanwix, expressing it 
to be in full satisfaction of all claims of Sohaes's family to 
the said five hundred acres of land. 

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee, by adjournment, Tues- 
day, 16th May, 1775. Present, forty-seven Members. 



Mr, McDougall, from the Committee of Correspond- 
ence, reported the draft of an answer to a Letter received 
from Elisha Lawrence, dated 9th May, 1775, which being 
read and approved of, 

Ordered, That the same be forwarded. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Ward Com- 
pahies of Militia for the City and County of Neiv-York, 
to enroll their men in the different beats, so that they may- 
be in readiness to take their tour of duty as a Military 
Night Watch for this City, and it is recommended to the 
men in the different Wards to appear punctually for that 
purpose. 

At a special meeting of the Committee, on Wednesday, 
17th May, 1775. Present, forty-seven Members; 

A Letter, dated Philadelphia, 17th May, 1775, from 
the gentlemen in delegation for this Colony, enclosing an 
extract of the Minutes of the Continental Congress^ respect- 
ing the conduct to be observed by the inhabitants of this 
City towards any Troops that may arrive here, received 
and read,. 

Ordered, That the same be published. 

An Affidavit of Charles Murray, Captain of the sloop 
Modesty, respecting the seizing Guns and Powder on bpard 
the said sloop, by His Majesty's ship-of-war Kingfisher, 
was read. _ _ __ 

Resolved, That his worship the Mayor of this City, b"e 
furnished with a copy of the Affidavit of Captain Charles 
Murray, and be requested to procure a conveyance of it 
to Captain Montague of His Majesty's Ship Kingfisher, 
and to desire his answer on the subject matter of. the said 
Affidavit. ..--._' 

." Philadelphia, May 1C, 1775. . 

Gentlemen: Enclosed we send you the advice of the 
Congress on the subject on which you requested it ; and 
lest °the advice to remove the Military Stores might be 
construed to extend to those belonging to the Crown, we 
think it prudent to suggest to you, that the contrary con- 
struction is the true one. 

You would have received this advice before, had not 
sundry circumstances not material, or perhaps proper to 
explain, concurred in deferring it till now. 
We are, gentlemen, your humble servants, 

James Duane, Lewis Morris, 
Francis Lewi?, Philip Livingston, 
John Jay, John Alsop. 

In Congress, Monday, May 15, 1775. 

The City and County of Netv- York, having through their 
Delegates applied to the Congress for their advice how 10 
conduct themselves with regard to the Troops expected 
there ; the Congress took the matter into their most serious 
deliberation, and came to the following" Resolution : 

" That it be recommended for the prese.nt to the inha- 
bitants of New-York, that if the Troops which are expected 
should arrive, the said Colony act on the defensive, so long 
as may be consistent with their safety and security; that 
the Troops be permitted to remain in the barracks so long 
as they behave peaceably and quietly, but that they be not 
suffered to erect fortifications, or take any steps for cutting 
off the communication between the town and country; 
and that if they commit hostilities, or invade private pro- 
perty, the inhabitants should defend themselves and their 
property, and repel force by force; that the warlike stores 
be removed from the Town ; that places of retreat, in case 
of necessity, be provided for the women and children of 
New-York; and a sufficient number of men be embodied, 
and kept in constant readiness for protecting the inhabi- 
tants from insult and injury." ■ - ■-.■•- 

A true copy from the Minutes : - 

Charles Thomson, Secretary. 



ERASTUS WALCOTT AND OTHERS TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 
• CONGRESS. 

Hartfo-d, May 16, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We were yesterday informed of the suc- 
cess of an expedition undertaken, and set on foot by some 
individuals of this Colony, in a secret manner, against 
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Ticonderoga and Crown Point, the particular account of 
which you will have received before this conies to hand. 
Immediately on receipt of this news, an express was 
despatched from hence to the Continental Congress for 
their advice in this important matter. Posts Were also sent 
to Albany, to the Committee of Correspondence for that 
City, requesting them to afford their aid in maintaining 
that pass till the opinion of, the Colonies can be known. 

We understand an. expedition against the same place 
hath been undertaken under the authority of your Prov- 
ince; but the adventure being set on loot by some private 
gentlemen in this Colony, and success having attended 
their enterprise before the forces from the. Massachusetts 
Bay came up, some question arose about the right to com- 
mand and hold this important pass. We consider all the 
Colonies, and the New- England Colonies especially, as 
brethren united together in one joint interest, and pursuing 
the same general design, and that whatever expedition in 
furtherance of the grand designs may be .undertaken by 
any one of the Colonies, or body of men in either of them, 
ought to be considered as undertaken for the joint benefit 
of the whole confederate Colonies, and the expenses of the 
enterprise, and cost of maintaining and defending the same, 
is to be borne by all in proportion to their abilities. 

This is not a time for the Colonies to contend about 
precedency, but we hope all will wish to put out a helping 
hand, and mutually afford each other all necessary assist- 
ance against our common enemy. Some parts of your 
Province are more conveniently situated to furnish men, 
&c, for maintaining our possession. We doubt not you will 
exert yourselves to secure every advantage which may arise 
from this successful attempt, in which we hope the City 
and County of Albany, and the Colony of Connecticut 
will co-operate with you, but of this we cannot assure you, 
as our calls are very many. 

We are, gentlemen, your humble servants, 

Erastus Wolcott, Samuel Bishop, 
William Williams, Samuel H. Parsons. 
Committee of Correspondence for Connecticut. 
Honourable Provincial Congress of Massachusetts. 

P. S. We hope yrm will not omit any thing you can do, 
as, 'tis uncertain what New-York will undertake without 
the consent of the General Congress, &c. 



JOSEPH WARREN TO AltTHUR LEE. 

Cambridge, M.y 16, 1775. 

My dear Sir; Every thing here continues the same 
as at the period of my writing a short time ago. Our 
military operations go on in a very spirited manner. Gen- 
eral Qage had a reinforcement of about six hundred Ma- 
rines the day before yesterday ; but this gives very little 
concern here. It is not expected that he will sally out of 
Boston at present, and if he does, he will but gratify thou- 
sands who impatiently wait to avenge the blood of their 
murdered countrymen. The attempt he has made to throw 
the odium of the first commencement of hostilities on the 
people here, has operated very much to his disadvantage, 
as so many credible people were eye witnesses of the whole 
ajffair, whose testimonies are justly supposed of infinitely 
greater weight than any thing he has brought or can bring 
in support of his assertion. My private opinion is, that he 
is really deceived in this matter, and is. led (by his officers 
and some other of the. most abandoned villains on earth, 
who are natives of this Country, and who are now shut 
up with him in Bostmi) to believe that our people actually 
began the firing ; but my opinion is only for myself; most 
people are satisfied not only that he knows that the Regu- 
lars began the fire, but also that he gave his orders to the 
comVnanding officer to do it. Thus by attempting to clear 
the Troops from what every one is sure they were guilty 
of, he has brought on strong suspicions that lie himself is 
guilty of having preconcerted the mischief done by them. 
Indeed his very unmanly conduct, relative to the people of 
Boston, in detaining many of them, and contriving new 
excuses for delaying their removal after they had given up 
their fire-arms upon a promise of being suffered to leave 
town and carry with them their effects, has much lessened 
his character confirmed formed suspicions. 

The Continental Congress is now sitting. I suppose 



before I hear from you again, a new form" of Government 
will be established in this Colony. Great Britain must 
now make the best she can of America. The folly of her 
Minister has brought her into this situation. If she has 
strength sufficient even to depopulate the Colonies, she 
has not strength sufficient to subjugate them. However, 
we can yet without injuring ourselves offer much to her. 
The great national advantages derived from the Colonics 
may, I hope, yet be reaped by her from us. The plan for 
enslaving us,, if it had succeeded, would only have put it 
in the power of the Administration to provide for a num- 
ber of their unworthy dependants, whilst the Nation would 
have been deprived of the most essential benefits which 
might have arisen from us by commerce; and the taxes 
raised in America would, instead of easing the Mother 
Country of her burdens, only have been employed to bring 
her into bondage. 

I cannot precisely tell you what will become of General 
Gage; I imagine he will at least be kept closely shut up 
in Boston. Perhaps you will very soon hear something 
further relative to these things. One thing I can assure 
you has very great weight with us; we fear if we push 
this matter as far as we think we are able — to the destruc- 
tion of the Troops and Ships-of-War-r— we shall expose 
Great Britain to those invasions from foreign Powers, 
which we suppose it will be difficult for. her to repel. . 

In fact, you must have a change in men and measures 
or be ruined. The truly noble Jlichmond, Rockingham , 
Chatham, Shellurne, with other Lords, and the virtuous 
and sensible minority in the House of Commons; must 
take the lead. The confidence we have in them will go a 
great way ; but I must tell you that those term's which 
would readily have been accepted before our countrymen 
were murdered, and we in consequence compelled to take 
urms, will not now do. •." 

Every thing in my power to serve the united interest of 
Great Britain, shall be done; and I pray that you, your 
brother, and Mr. Sayre, (to whom I beg you would make 
my most respectful compliments,) would write fully, freely, 
and speedily, to me, and let me know what our great and 
good, friends in the House of Commons think, expedient 
and practicable to be done. 

God forbid that the Nation should be so infatuated as to 
do any thing further to irritate the Colonies ; if they should, 
the Colonies will sooner throw themselves into the arms of 
any other power on earth, than ever consent to an accom- 
modation with Great Britain. That patience which 1 
frequently told you would be at last exhausted, is no lon- 
ger to be expected from us. Danger and war are ^become 
pleasing; and injured virtue is now armed to avenge her- 
self. I am, my dear Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Jos. Waeres. 

To Arthur Lee, Esq., London. 

P. S. Please to let Mr. Sayre and Sheriff Lee know 
that I shall write to them by the first opportunity. This 
will be handed you by our good friend Mr. Barrell, who 
will give you a more particular account of our publick 
affairs. J. W. 



LETTER FROM THE MASSACHUSETTS. TO THE CONTINEN- 
TAL CONGRESS. 

la Provincial Congress, Watertown, i 
May 16, 1775. \ 

" Resolved, That Doctor Benjamin Church be ordered to 
go immediately to Philadelphia, and deliver to the Presi- 
dent of the Honourable American Congress there now 
sitting, the following application, to be by him communicated 
to the Members thereof; and the said Church is also di- 
rected to confer with the said Congress respecting such 
other matters as may be necessary to the defence of this 
Colony, and particularly the state of the Army therein." 

May it please your Honours : 

That system of Colony administration which, in the 
most firm, dutiful, and loyal . manner, has been in vain re- 
monstrated against by the representative body of the Uni- 
ted Colonies, seems still, unless speedily and vigorously 
opposed by the collected wisdom and force of all America, 
to threaten ruin and destruction to this Continent. 

For a, long time past this Colony has, by a corrupt Ad- 
ministration in Great Britain and here, been deprived of 
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the exercise of those powers of government, without which 
a people can be neither rich, happy, nor secure. The whole 
Continent saw the blow pending, which if not warded off 
must inevitably have subverted the freedom and happiness 
of each Colony. The principles of self-defence, roused 
in the breasts of freemen by the dread of impending slave- 
ry, caused to be collected the wisdom of America in a 
Congress, composed of men who,, through time, must, in 
every land of freedom, be revered among the most faithful 
asserters of the essential rights of human" nature. 

This Colony was then reduced to great difficulties, being 
denied the exercise of civil Government according to our 
Charter, or the fundamental principles of the English Con- 
stitution, and a formidable Navy and Army (not only 
inimical to our safety, but flattered with the prospect of 
enjoying the fruit of our industry) were stationed for that 
purpose in our Metropolis. The prospect of deciding the 
question between our Mother Country and us by the 
sword, gave us the greatest pain and anxiety ; but we have 
made all the preparation for our necessary defence that 
our confused state would admit of; and as the question 
"equally affected our sister Colonies and us, we have de- 
clined, though urged thereto by the most pressing neces- 
sity, to assume the reins, of civil Government without their 
advice and consent; but have hitherto borne the many dif- 
ficulties and distressing embarrassments necessarily resulting 
from a want thereof. 

We are now compelled to raise an Army, which, with 
the assistance of the other "Colonies, we hope, under the 
smiles of Heaven, will be able to defend us and all Ame- 
rica from the further butcheries and devastations of our 
implacable enemies. But as the sword should, in all free 
States, be subservient to the civil powers; and as it is the 
duty of the Magistrates to support it for the people's ne- 
cessary defence, we tremble at having an Army (although 
consisting of our own countrymen) established here, with- 
out a civil power to provide for and control .them. 

"We are happy in having an opportunity of laying our 
distressed state before the representative body of the Con- 
tinent, and humbly hope you will favour us with yolir roost 
explicit advice respecting the taking up and exercising the 
powers of civil Government, which we think absolutely 
necessary for the salvation of our Country ;~ and we shall 
readily submit to such a general plan as you may direct for 
the Colonies, or make it bur great study to establish such a 
form of Government here, as shall not only most promote 
our own advantages, but the union and interest of all Ame- 
rica. 

. As the Army now collecting from different Colonies is 
for the general defence of the rights at America, we would 
beg leave to suggest to your consideration the propriety of 
your taking the regulation and general direction of it, that 
the operations of it may more effectually answer the purposes 
designed. Jos. Warren, President pro tern. 

Attest: Samuel Freeman, Secretary pro tern. 

To the Hon. the Continental Congress, Philadelphia. 

COMMITTEE OF BR0WNFIEI..B TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 
CONGRESS. 

Brownfiald, May 16,1775. " 

Gentlemen : There are five or six families of Indians 
hunting at Androscoggin, about twenty-five miles north of 
my house. Several of the women and youngsters were 
at my house last week ; one of them expressed much con- 
cern about the times ; said their men could not hunt, eat, 
nor sleep ; keep calling together every night; courting, 
courting, courting, every night, all night. O, strange 
Englishmen kill one. another. - 1 think the world is coming 
to an end. Mrs^ Brown asked which side they would 
fight. Answered, why should, we fight for t'other country, 
for we never see t'other country; our hunting is in this 
country. One of them said her brother was a Colonel ; 
she wished she Qpuld see him ; she would tell .him not. to 
fight for t'other country, but to fight for this country. One 
of the party is gone to Canada. They wanted powder, 
but got none. Some of'them were painted ; and as it was 
the first time they came in paint, it surprised some of our 
women. I thought it best you should know of their con- 
cern and uneasiness, and that one was gone to Canada. 
The bearer, Mr. Holt, is used to the woods; has been a 



hunting this spring where they are ; if necessary will go to 
them. 

At this day it appears to me to be necessary for every 
man to be supplied with arms, &c. We have in this Town 
ten guns, shot, twenty pounds of powder, and half a hundred 
of lead. James Holt, James Haywood, and myself, are a 
Committee in behalf of this Town, and was to provide every 
thing necessary. I have been to Portsmouth to purchase., 
but could not ; my business called me immediately home. 
Now Mr. Holt sets out, to apply to you for relief. If he 
can be supplied, we will stand accountable, and stand ready 
to serve our Country. The bearer has served long in the 
last war; was at Nova-Scotia in 1755 ; was in the siege 
at Fort Bosajnre: has given repeated evidence he can 
stand fire, and is now ready to serve his Country, if re- 
quired. I am, gentlemen, your 'most obedient humble 
servant, ' Henry Young Brown. 



CUMBERLAND COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee for Cumberland County , 
held on Wednesday, the 17th of May, 1775: 

Mr. Chairman opened the business of the day by laying 
before the Committee informations lately received by ex- 
press from the Northward, respecting the Government of 
Ncio-York, amongst which is a Resolution^ of the Mary* 
land Provincial Convention, for immediately suspending 
all Exportations from that Province to Quebeclc, Nova* 
Scotia, Georgia, and Ncivfoundland, or any part of the 
Fishing Coasts, or Fishing Islands, and to the Town of 
Boston, until the Continental Congress shalLgive farther 
directions thereon : Whereupon the Committee, after the 
maturest deliberation, came to the following Resolutions : 

Resolved unanimously, That this Committee doth heart- 
ily approve of the said Resolution of the Maryland Pro- 
vincial Convention, as well conceited upon the view of the 
present conjuncture of affairs, and doth recommend it as a 
proper, rule of conduct to all men. 

Resolved, That the present alarming situation of Ame-. 
rican affairs, especially in the Province of New- York, 
renders it absolutely necessary that a Colony Convention 
he immediately called ; and this Committee do recommend 
it to Robert Carter Nicholas, Esquire, in the most earnest 
terms, to call a Colony Convention as speedily as possible, 
provided the General Assembly now called to meet on the 
first Thursday in June, shall be prorogued to a farther 
day. ^ • -' 

The following Address to the inhabitants, of the lower 
parts of Virginia, was proposed, and unanimously agreed to : 

Friends and Countrymen : , 

We, the Committee for the County of Cumberland, 
taking into our serious consideration the unremitting efforts 
of despotick Administration to effect the total subversion 
of Amer ican liberty, aided by the wicked and venal tools 
of corruption, who are endeavouring, by the basest misrep- 
resentations and falsehoods, to effect an unnatural division 
between the Mother Country and her Colonies, covering 
their wicked design under the specious pretence of duty 
and attachment to our gracious Sovereign, and the sacred 
laws of the British Empire ; and also to the unhappy 
situation to which you will be reduced in case of a hostile 
invasion of this Colony, do, for ourselves and our constit- 
uents, (should such a distressing circumstance take place,) 
most cordially invite you to remove so niany of your wives 
and children into this County as tne inhabitants thereof 
can conveniently entertain, where they will meet with the 
best protection and accommodations we are able to afford. 
George Carrinoton, Chairman. 



cecil county (Maryland) committee. 

At a meeting of the Committee' of Cecil County, at E'k 
Ferry, on the 17th day of May, 1775: 

In consequence of an information being made, that 
Charles Gordon, Attorney-at-Law \n Cecil County, had 
treated with great disrespect, and maliciously aspersed the 
Continental Congress, the Provincial Convention, and the 
Committee of this County ; and had, at divers times, and 
by sundry ways and means, vilified their proceedings ; a 
Summons thereupon issued from the Committee, command- 
ing his appearance to answer to the above charge ; to which 
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Summons he returned the following verbal answer, as ap- 
pears by affidavit : 

" On the 1 7th day olMay, 1 775, personally came William 
Savin before me the subscriber, one of his Lordship's Jus- 
tices of the Peace for the County aforesaid, and made oath 
on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, that he served 
Mr. Gordon with a copy of the within Summons in time 
for him to have observed it; and that he told him (this 
deponent) that he would not meet, and if the Committee 
wanted him they must come to his plantation, but not inside 
his yard gate ; that he asked why they did not come them- 
selves, or send sortie ..of their head men ; that upon his 
(this deponent) saying he believed unless he, did not com- 
ply with their request, they would all come, he, Mr. Gor- 
don, said he was ready to receive them ; that his plantation 
was large enough to hold them all, but they must not come 
inside his yard gate, or there would be lives lost. Mr. 
Gordon said he had said, and does still say, that they are 
a parcel of damned scoundrels of the Committee, and that 
if they have any thing to say to him, they must come to 
him, for he was at their defiance." 

Sworn before David Smith., 

Whereupon the Committee entered into the following 
Resolve, viz : 

Whereas Charles Gordon, Attorney-at- Law in Cecil 
County, hath treated this Committee with great contempt 
and insolence ; and the general tenour of his conduct for a 
long time hath been such, as in our opinions declares him 
to be an enemy to the common cause of liberty for which 
we are contending ; and whereas he hath this day been duly 
summoned to appear before this Copimittee and answer 
unto the above charge; "to which Summons he returned an 
impertinent and insolent answer, even menacing this Com- 
mittee with destruction if they attempt to proceed any 
farther against him : It is, therefore, 

Resolved, That he lie under the imputation of being 
an enemy to thig Country, and as such we will have no 
dealings or communication with him, nor permit him to 
transact any business with us, or for us, either in a publick 
or private capacity, which shall be commenced after the 
date hereof, until he appears before this Committee and 
satisfies them with respect to the above charge ; and we 
do earnestly recommend it to all the good people of this 
County to observe the same line of conduct. 

Resolved, That the above be published. 

James Veazey, Junior, Chairman. 
JoHfr Veazey, 3d, Clerk pro tern. 



Philadelphia, May 20, njS. 

- On Wednesday evening last, May 17, arrived here John 
Brown, Esquire, from Ticonderoga,. express to the Gen- 
eral Congress, from whom we learn, that on the beginning 
of this instant, a company of about fifty men frorn Connecti- 
cut and the western part of Massachusetts, and joined by 
upwards of one hundjred from Bennington, in New-York 
Government, and the adjacent Towns, proceeded to the 
eastern side of Lake Champlain, and on the night before 
the 11th current, crossed the Lake with eighty-five men, 
(not being able to obtain craft to transport the rest) and 
about daybreak invested the Fort, whose gate, contrary to 
expectation, they found shut, but the wicker open; through 
which, with the Indian war-whoop, all that could, entered 
one by one, others scaling the wall on both sides of the 
gate, and instantly secured and disarmed the sentries, and 
pressed into the parade, where they formed the hollow 
square; but immediately quitting that. order, they rushed 
into the several barracks on three sides of the Fort, and 
seized on the garrison, consisting of two officers and up- 
wards of forty privates,* whom they brought put, disarmed, 
put under guard, and have since sent prisoners to Hartford, 
in Connecticut. All this was performed in about ten min- 
utes, without the loss of a life, or a drop of blood on our 
side, and but very little on that of the King's Troops. 

In the Fort were found about thirty barrels of flour, a 
kw barrels of pork, seventy odd chests of leaden ball, 
computed at three hundred tons, about ten barrels of pow- 
der, in bad condition, near two hundred pieces of ordnance, 
of all sizes, from eighteen-pounders downwards, at Ticon- 

* A party of the TVonty-Sixth, commanded by Captain Delaplacn. 



deroga and Crown Point, which last place, being held only 
by a Corporal and eight men, falls of course into our 
hands. . 

By this sudden expedition, planned by some principal 
persons in the four neighbouring Colonies, that important 
pass is now in the hands of the Americans, where we trust 
the wisdom of the Grand Continental Congress will take 
effectual measures to secure it, as it may be depended on 
that Administration means to form an army in Canada, 
composed of British Regulars, French, and Indians, to 
attack the Colonies on that side. 

Mr. Brown brought intercepted letters from Lieutenant 
Malcolm Eraser, to his friends Fn New-England, from 
which appear, that General Carleton has almost unlimifed 
powers, civil and military, and has issued orders for raising 
a Canadian Regiment, in which, Mr. Eraser observes, the 
officers find difficulty, as the common people are by no 
means fond of the. service. He likewise remarks, that all 
the King's European subjects are disaffected at the partial 
preference given to the late converts to loyalty, as he 
phrases it, to their utter exclusion from all confidence, or 
even common civility. Matters are indeed in such a situa- 
tion, that many, if not most of the merchants, talk of 
leaving the Province." 

Mr. Brown also relates, that two regular officers of the 
Twenty-Sixth Regiment, now in Canada, applied to "two 
Indians, one a head warriour of the Caugknawaga tribe, 
to go out with them on a bunt to the south and east of the 
Rivers .St. Lawrence and Sorrel, and pressing the Indians 
farther and farther on. said course, they at length arrived 
at Cohass, where the Indians say they were stopped and 
interrogated by the inhabitants, to whom they pretended 
they were only on a hunt, which the inhabitants (as the 
Indians told Mr. Broivri) replied must be false, as no hun- 
ters used silver (bright) barrelled guns. However, the 
Cohass people dismissed them all; and when they return- 
ed into the woods, the Indian warriour insisted on knowing 
what their real intention Was, and they told him that it w ; as 
to reconnoitre, the woods to find a passage for an army to 
march to the assistance of the King's friends in Boston. 
The Indian asked where they would get the army ? They 
answered, in Canada, and that the Indians in the upper 
Castles would join them." The Chief,"on this, expressed 
resentment, that he, being one of the head men of the 
Caugknawaga tribe, should never have b^en consulted. in 
the affair. But Mr. Brown presumed the aversion of this 
honest fellow and his friends to their schemes, was the rea- 
son of their being kept from their knowledge. 

The conductors of this grand expedition are to be Mon- 
sieur St. Luke le Come, the villain who let loose the 
Indians on the prisoners at Fort William Henry, and one 
of his associates. - 

Watortovvn, May 18, 1775. 

Yesterday Colonel Easton arrived at the Provincial 
Congress in Water/own from Ticonderoga, and brings the 
glorious news of the taking of that place by the American 
forces without the loss of a man ; of which interesting 
event we have collected .the. following particulars, viz: 

Last Tuesday se'night about two hundred and forty 
men from Connecticut and this Province, under Colonels 
Allen and Easton, arrived at the Lake near Ticonderoga ; 
eighty of them crossed it, and came to the Fort about the 
dawn of day. The sentry was much surprised at seeing 
such a body of men, and snapped his piece at them ; our 
men, however, immediately rushed forward, seized and con- 
fined the sentry, pushed through the covered way, and all 
got safe upon the parade, while the garrison were sleeping- 
in their beds. They immediately formed a hollow square, 
and gave three huzzas, which brought out the garrison ; an* 
.inconsiderable skirmish with cutlasse's or bayonets ensued, 
in which a small number of the enemy received some 
wounds. The. commanding officer soon came forth ; Col- 
onel Easton clapped him upon the shoulder, told him he 
was his prisoner, and demanded, in the name of America, 
an instant surrender of the Fort, with all its cpntents, to 
the American forces. The officer was in great confusion, 
and expressed himself to this effect: damn you, what — 
what does all this mean? Colonel Easton again told him 
that he and his garrison were prisoners. The officer said 
that he hoped he should be treated with honour. Colonel 
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Easton replied he should be treated with much more hon- 
our than our people had met with from the British Troops. 
The officer then said, he was all submission, and imme- 
diately ordered his soldiers to deliver up all the arms, "in 
number aboutone hundred stands. -As. they gave up their 
arms, the prisoners' were secured in the hollow square. 
The American forces having thus providentially got pos- 



surprisesome cannon at Salem oa the 26th February, that 
there, would be something of the like kind in other places; 
and many were uneasy, after the resolutions of the Parlia- 
ment were known, that any quantity of stores was within 
so small a distance of Boston, while there wasno regular 
force established for the defence, of them. Several were 



~. .„, desirous of raising an army instantly upon hearing what 

session of this important fortress, found in it upwards of had been determined at home; but it was judged best upon 
one hundred pieces of cannon, several mortars, and a con- the whole npt to do it, as that step' might be immediately 

construed to. the disadvantage of the Colony by'the ene- 
mies of it, and might not meet with the unanimous appro- 
bation of the Continental Congress. 

Here Imust Jjreak off for a few minutes to inform you, 
by way of episode, that on the 30th of March, the Gov- 
ernour ordered, out about eleven hundred men to parade it 
for the distance of five miles, to Jamaica Plains, and so 
round by the way of Dorchester b"ack again; in perform- 
ing which military exploit, they did .considerable damage 
to the stone fences, which occasioned a Committee's being 
formed, and waiting upon the Provincial Congress, then at 
Concord, on the point of adjourning, which prevented 
. their adjournment, and lengthened out the session till the 
news of what Parliament bad done reached them on April 
2d, by a vessel from Falmouth, which brought the'account 
before the Govemour had received his despatches, so that 
obnoxious persons took the advantage of withdrawing from 
Boston, or keeping away, that they might nOt be caught by 
the General, were orders for that, purpose given him from 
home, as there is much reason to suppose was the case, 
from, a hint in an intercepted letter of Mv.^Mauduii's to 
Commissioner Uallowell, and frorn"subsequent intelligencV. 
The Tories had been for a long while filling the officers 
and soldiers with the idea, that the Yankees would not 
fight, but would certainly run for it, whenever there was 
the appearance of hostilities on the part of the Regulars. 
They had repeated the story so often, that they themselves 
really believed it, and the military were persuaded to think 
the same in' general, so that they held the country people 
in the utmost contempt. The officers had discovered, espe- 
cially since the warlike feat of tarring and feathering, a 
disposition to quarrel, and to provoke the people to begin, 
that they might have some colour for hostilities.. This cast 
of mind was much increased upon the news of what Par- 
liament had resolved upon ; the people, however, bore 
insults patiently, being determined that they would not 
be the aggressors. 

At length the General was fixed upon sending a detach- 
ment to Concord, to destroy the .stores, having been, I 
apprehend, worried into it by the native Tories that were 
about liim, and confirmed in his design by the opinion of 
his officers, about ten of whom, on the 18th of April pass- 
ed over Charlestoum Ferry, and by the neck through Rox~ 
bury, armed with swords and pistols, and placed them- 
selves on different parts of the road in the night to prevent 
all intelligence, and the country's being alarmed; they 
stopped various persons, threatening to blow their brains 
out, ordering them to dismount, Sic. The Grenadier and 
Light-Infantry Companies had been taken off duty some 
days, under pretence of learning a new exercise, which 
made the Bostonians jealous ; ; one and another were con- 
firmed in their'suspicions by what they saw and heard on 
the 18th, so that expresses were forwarded .to alarm the 
country, some of whom were secured by the officers on 
the road ; the last liad not got out of Town more than 
abouj five minutes, ere the order arrived to stop all persons 
from leaving the Town. An alarm was spread in many 
places, (to some the number of officers on the. road to 
Concord proved an alarm ;) however, as there had been 
repeated false ones, the country was at a loss what to 
judge. On the first of the night, when it was very dark, 
the detachment, consisting of all the Grenadiers and Light- 
Infantry, the flower of the army, to the amount of eight 
hundred or better, officers included, the companies having 
been filled up, and several of the inimical torified natives, 
repaired to the boats, and got into them just as the moon 
rose, crossed the water, landed on Cambridge side, took 
through a private way to avoid discovery, and .therefore, 
had to go through some places up to their _ thighs in water. 
They made a quick march of it to Lexington,. about thir- 
teen miles from Chariest own, and gofthere by half an hour 
after four. i 



siderable quantity of shot, stores, and some powder 

After this acquisition, a detachment of our Troops was 
despatched to take possession of Crown Point, Where there 
is a :cpn$id.erable number of cannon. Another detachment 
was sent to Skenesborough, where they took Major Skene 
and his family, with a number of soldiers, and several small 
pieces of cannon. -- 

Colonel Easton met several hundred men from the west- 
ern parts of this Province, on their way to Ticonderoga. 
They were on the same expedition, not knowing the Fort 
was taken till they met Colonel Easton. Part of them 
pursued their march, in order to secure and garrison the 
Fort. .' 

The prisoners, to the number of about one hundred, in- 
cluding negroes, Sic, were brought off by John Brown, 
Esquire. Colonel Allen was left commander of the Fort. 

The officers and soldiers in this important expedition 
behaved with the utmost intrepidity and good conduct, arid 
therefore merjt_the highest applauses of their grateful 
Country. 



PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. 

Committee-Chamber, May 17, 1775.. 

_ Whereas, by some misapprehension or mistake of the 
Seventh Resolve of the late Provincial Convention, sundry 
Lambs have been lately brought into market and purchased 
by some of the. inhabitants of this City: In order, there- 
fore, to rectify such mistake, and as much as possible to 
preserve and promote the breed of Sheep, it is ordered that 
said Resolve be re-published in all the Newspapers ; and 
the Committee do earnestly request all persons to discour- 
age a practice which has so pernicious a" tendency to de- 
prive us of wool, one of the most material and necessary 
articles of manufacture. . 

" Resolved 'unanimously, That from and after the first 
day of March next, no person or persons should use in his, 
her, or their families, (unless in eases" of necessity,-) and on 
no account to sell to the butchers, or kill for the market, 
any Sheep under four years old ; and where there is a ne- 
cessity for using any mutton in their families, it is recom-. 
mended to them to kill such as are the least profitable to 
keep," • Isaac Melcher, Secretary pro tern,. 



An account of the Commencement of Hostilities between 
Great Britain and America, in the Province of the 
Massachusetts-Bat. By the Reverend Mr. William 
Gordon of Roxbury, in a Letter to a Gentleman in 
England, dated May 17, 1775. 

MydearSir: I shall now give you a letter upon pub- 
lick affairs. This Colony, judging itself possessed of an 
undoubted right to the chartered privileges : which had been 
granted by our glorious deliverer, King William the Third, 
and finding that the Continent Was rodsed by the measures 
and principles of Administration, was determined upon pro- 
viding the necessary requisites for self-defence, in case there 
should be ah attempt to support the late unconstitutional 
Acts by the point of the sword, and upon making that 
resistance which the laws of God and nature justified, and 
the circumstances of the people would admit, and so to 
leave it with the righteous Judge of the world to settle the 
dispute. Accordingly the Provincial Congress, substituted 
by the inhabitants in lieu of the General Assembly, which 
could not convene but by the call of the Governour, pre- 
pared a quantity of stores for the service of an army, 
whenever the same might be brought into the field. These 
stores were deposited in various places; many of them at 
Concord, about twenty miles from Charlestoum, which lies 
on the other side of the river, opposite to Boston, answer- 
ing to Southwark, but without the advantage of a bridge. 
It was apprehended by numbers, from the attempt made to 
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Here I must pause again, to acquaint you that in the 
morning of the 19th, before we had breakfasted, between 
eight and nine, the whole neighbourhood was in alarm ; the 
Minute-men (so called from their having agreed to turn 
out at a minute's warning) were collecting together ; we 
had an account that the Regulars had killed six of our 
men at Lexington ; the Country was in an uproar; another 
detachment was coming out ol Boston; and I was desired 
to take care of myself and partner. I concluded that the 
Brigade was intended to support the Grenadiers and Light- 
Infantry^ and to cover their retreat, in which T was not 
mistaken. The Brigade took out two cannon, the detach-; 
merit had none. Having sent off my books, which I had 
finished packing up the day before, conjecturing what was 
coming on "from the moment I had heard of the resolutions 
of Parliament, though I did not expect it till the reinforce- 
ment arrived, we got into our chaise, and went to Ded- 
ham. At night we had it confirmed to us, that the Regu- 
lars had be.en roughly handled by the Yankees, a term of 
■reproach for the New -En glanders, when applied by the 
Regulars. The Brigade under Lord Percy marched out, 
playing, by way of contempt, Yankee Doodle; they were 
afterwards told, that they had been made to dance to it. 

Soon after the affair, knowing wrjat untruths are propa- 
gated by each party in matters of this nature, I concluded 
that I would ride to Concord,, inquire for myself, and not 
rest upon the depositions that might be taken by others. 
Accordingly I went the last week". The Provincial Con- 
gress have, iaken depositions, which they have forwarded 
to Great Britain; but the Ministry and pretended friends 
to Government, will cry them down, as being evidence 
from; party persons and re.bels ; the like may be objected 
against the present account, as it will materially contra- 
dict what has been published in Boston, though not ex- 
pressly, yet as it is commonly supposed, by authority ; 
however, with the impartial world, and those who will not 
imagine me capable of sacrificing honesty to the old, at 
present heretical, principles of the Revolution, it may Tiave 
some weight. 

Before Major Pitcairn arrived at Lexington signal guns 
had been fired, and the bells had, been rung to give the 
alarm ; but let not the sound of bells lead you to think of 
a ring of bells like what you hear in England; for they 
are only small sized bells, (one in a Parish,) just sufficient 
to notify to the people the time. for attending worship, &ic. 
Lexington Leing alarmed, the train band or Militia, and 
the alarm men (consisting of the aged and others exempt- 
ed from turning out, excepting upon an alarm) repaired in 
general to the common, close in with the meeting-house, 
the usual place of parade; and there, were present when 
the roll was called over about one hundred and thirty of 
both, as I was told by Mr. Daniel Harrington, clerk to 
the company ; who further said, that the night being chilly, 
so as to make it uncomfortable being upon the parade, 
they having received no certain intelligence of the Regu- 
lars being upon their march, and being waiting for the 
same, the men were dismissed, to appear again at the beat 
of drum. Some who Jived near, went home, others to the 
publick hous.e at the corner of the common. Upon infor- 
mation being received abou.t half an hour after, that the 
Troops were not far off, the remains of the company who 
were at hand collected together, to the amount of about 
sixty of seventy, by the time the Regulars appeared, but 
were chiefly in a confused stale, only a few of them being 
drawTTup, which accounts" for other witnesses making the 
numberless, about thirty. There 'were present as specta- 
tors, about forty more, scarce any of whom had arms. The 
printed accounts" tel' us, indeed, that they observed about 
two hundred armed men. Possibly the intelligence they 
had before received had frightened those that gave the 
account to the Genera], so that they saw more than dou- 
ble. The said account, which has little truth in it, says, 
" that Major Pitcairn galloping up to the head of the ad- 
vanced companies, two officers informed him, that a man 
(advanced /rom thosethat were assembled) had presented 
his musket, and attempted to shoot them, but the piece 
flashed in the pan." 

The simple truth, I take "to be this, which I received 
from one of the prisoners at Concord in free conversation, 
one James Marr, a native of Aberdeen, in Scotland, of 
the Fourth Regiment, who was upon the advanced guard, 



consisting of six, besides a' sergeant and corporal ; They 
were met by three men on horseback before they got to 
the meeting-house a good way ; an officer bid them stop; 
to which it was answered, you had better turn back, for 
you shall not enter the Town ; when the said three per-" 
sons rode back again, and at some" distance one of them 
offered to fire, but the piece flashed in the pan without 
going off. I asked Marr whether he could tell if the 
piece was designed at the soldiers, or to give an alarm ? 
He could not say which* The said Marr further declared, 
that when they and the others were advanced, Major Pit- 
cairn said to the Lexington Company, (which, by the by, 
was the only one there,) stop, you rebels ! and he supposed 
that the design was to take away their arms ; but upon 
seeing the Regulars they disperse.d, and a firing commen- 
ced, but who tired first he could hot say. The said Marr, 
together with Evan Davies of the Twenty-Third, George 
Cooper of the Twenty-Third, and William McDonald of 
the Thirty-Eighth, respectively assured me in each other's 
presence, that being in the room where John Batcman, of 
the Fifty-Second, was, (he was in an adjoining room, too 
ill to admit of my conversing with him,) they heard the 
said Bateman say, that the Regulars fired first, and saw 
him go .through the solemnity of confirming the same by 
an oath on the bible. 

Samuel Lee, a private in the Eighteenth Regiment, 
Royal Irish, acquainted me; that it was the talk among 
the soldiers that Major Pitcairn fired his pistol, then drew 
his sword, and ordered them to fire ; which agrees with 
what Levi Harrington, a youth of fourteen last Novem- 
ber, told. me, that being upon the .common, and. hearing the 
Regulars were coming up, he went to "the meeting-house', 
and saw them down in the. road, on which he returned to 
the Lexington Company ; that a person on horseback rode 
round the meeting, and came towards the company that 
way, said something loud, but could not tell what, rode a 
little further, then stopped and fired a pistol, which was 
the first report he heard, then another on horseback fired 
hispistpl ; then three or four Regulars fired their guns ; 
upon 'which, hearing the bullets whistle, he ran off, and 
saw no more of the affair, " _/ ' -' • 

Mr. Paul Revere, who was sent express, was taken and 
detained some time by the officers, being afterwards upon 
the spot, and finding the Regulars at hand, passed through 
the Lexington Company with another, having between 
them a box of papers belonging "to Mr. Hancock, and 
went down a cross road, till there was a house so between, 
him and the company as that he could "not. seethe latter; 
he told mejjkewise, that he had not got half a gun-shot 
from them before the Regulars, appeared ; that they halted 
about three Seconds; that upon hearing the report of a 
pistol or gun, be looked round, and saw the smoke, in front 
of the Regulars, our people being out of vi^w because of 
the house ; then the Regulars huzzaed apd fired, first two 
more guns, then the advanceel guard, and so the" whole 
body. The bullets flying thick about him, and he having 
nothing to defend himself with, ran into a wood, where he 
halted, and heard the firing for about a quarter of an hour. 

James Brown, one of the Lexington Militia, informed 
me, that he was upon the common ; that two pistols were 
fired from the party of the soldiers towards the Militia- 
men as they we're getting over the wall to be out of the 
way, and that immediately upon tt the soldiers; began to 
fire their guns ; that being got over the wall, and seeing 
the soldiers fire pretty freely, he fired upon them, and 
some others* did the same. ■ • \- 

Simon Winship of Lexington, declared, that being upon 
the road about four o'clock, two "mires and an, half on this 
side of the meeting-house, he was stopped by the RegiP- 
Jars, and commanded by some of the officers. to dismount, 
or he was a dead man ; that he was obliged to march with 
the said Troops until he came within, about half a quarter 
of a mite of the said meeting-house, when; an officer 
commanded the Troops to halt, and then to prime and 
load ; which being done, the Troops marched on till they 
came within a few rods of Captain Parker's Lexington 
Company, who were partly collected on the place of pa- 
rade, when said Winship observed an officer at the head 
of said Troops flourishing his sword round his head in the 
air, and with a loud voice giving "the word fire; the said 
Winship is positive that there was no discharge of arms 



"^ 



MmiiiiuiaMUiiitiW 



«W 



629 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &'c, MAY, 1775. 



630 



on either side, until the word fire was given by the said 
officer as above. 

I shall not trouble you with more particulars, but give 
you the substance as it lies in, my own mind, collected 
from the persons whom I examined for my own satisfac- 
tion.. The Lexington Company upon seeing the Troops, 
and being of themselves so unequal a match for them, 
were deliberating for a few moments what they should do, 
when several dispersing of their own heads, the Captain 
soon ordered the rest to disperse for their own safety. 
Before the order was given, three or four of the regular 
officers, seeing the company as they came up on the 
rising ground on this side the meeting, rode forward one 
or more, round the meeting-house, leaving it on the right 
hand, and so came upon them that way ; upon coming up 
one cried out, " you damned rebels, lay down your arms';" 
another, " stop, you rebels ;" a third,' " disperse, you rebels," 
&c. Major Pitcairn, I suppose, thinking himself justified 
by Parliamentary authority to consider them as rebels, per- 
ceiving that they did not actually lay down their arms, 
observing that the generality were getting off, while a' few 
continued in their military position, and apprehending there 
could be no great hurt in killing a few such Yankees, which 
might probably, according to the notions that had been 
instiljecj into him by the tory party, of the Americans 
being poltrons, end all the contest, gave the command to 
fire, then fired his own pistol, and so set the whole affair 
agoing, The printed account says very different; but what- 
ever the Geijeral may have sent home in support of that 
account, the publick have nothing but bare assertions, and 
I have suph valid evidence of the falsehood of several 
matters therein contained, that with me it has very little 
weight. The same account tells us, that several shots 
were fired fro.m a meeting-house on the left, of which I 
heard not a single syllable, either from the prisoners or 
others, and the mention" of which it would have been 
almost impossible to have avoided, had it been so, by one 
or another among the numbers with whom I freely and 
familiarly conversed. There is a curious note at the b.ot- 
tom of the account, telling us, that notwithstanding the fire 
from the meeting-bouse, Colonel Smith and Major Pit- 
Cfiirn, with the greatest difficulty kept the soldiers from 
forcing into the meeting- house, and putting all those jn it 
to death. Would you not suppose that there was a greal 
number in the meeting-house, while the Regulars were 
upon the common on the right of it, between that and the 
Lexington Company ? Without doubt. And who do you 
imagine they were ? One Joshua Simonds, who happened 
to be getting powder there as the Troops arrived ; besides 
whom, I believe there were not two, if so much as one ; 
for by reason of the position of the meeting-house, none 
would have remained in it through choice but fools and 
madmen. However, if Colonel Smith and Major Pit- 
cairn's Jiumanity prevented the soldiers putting all those 
persons to death, their military skill should certainly have 
made some of them prisoners, and the account should have 
given us their names. To what I have wrote respecting 
Major Pitcairn, I am sensible his general character may 
be objected. But character must not be allowed to over- 
throw positive evidence when good, and the conclusions 
fairly deduced therefrom. Besides, since hearing from 
Mr. Jones in what shameful abusive manner, with oaths 
and curses, he was treated by the Major at Concord, for 
shutting the doors of his tavern against him and the Troops; 
and in order to terrify him to make discoveries of stores ; 
and the manner in which the Major crowed over the two 
four-and- twenty pounders found in the yard, as a mighty 
acquisition, worthy the expedition on which the detach- 
ment was employed, I have no such great opinion of the 
Major's character ; though, when he found that nothing 
could be done of any great importance by bullying, blus- 
tering, and threatening, he could alter his tone, begin to 
coax, and offer a reward. It may be said this Jones was a 
jailer; yes, and such a jailer as I wotild give credit to, 
sooner than the generality of those officers that will degrade 
fhe British arms, by employing their swords in taking away 
the rights of a free people, when they ought to be devoted 
to a good cause only. There were killed at Lexington 
eight persons — one Parker of the same name Tvith the 
Captain of the company, and two or three more, on the 
common; the rest on the other side of the walls and 



fences while dispersing. The soldiers fired at persons who 
bad no arms. Eight hundred of the best British Troops 
in America having thus nobly vanquished a company" of 
non-resisting Yankees while dispersing, and slaughtering a 
few of them by way of experiment, marched forward in 
the greatness of their might to Concord. The Concord 
people had received the alarm, and had drawn themselves 
up in order for defence ; upon a messenger's coming and 
telling them that the Regulars were three times their num- 
ber, they prudently changed their situation, determining to 
Wait for reinforcements from the neighbouring Towns, 
which were now alarmed; but as to the vast numbers of 
armed people seen assembling on all the heights, as_ related 
in the account, 'tis mostly fiction. The Concord Company 
retired over the north bridge, and when strengthened re- 
turned to it, with a "view of dislodging Captain Laurie, 
and securing it for themselves. They knew not what had 
happened at Lexington, and therefore orders were given 
by the commander not to give the first fire. They boldly 
marched towards" it, though not in great numbers, (as told 
in the account,) and were fired upon by the Regulars, by 
which fire" a Captain belonging to Acton was killed, and I 
think a private. The Reverend Mr.. Emerson of Concord, 
living in the neighbourhood of the bridge, who gave me 
the account, went near enough to see it, and warnearer the 
Regulars than, the killed. He was very uneasy till he 
found that the fire was returned, and continued till the Reg- 
ulars were drove off. Lieutenant Gould, who was at the 
bridge, and was wounded and_ taken prisoner, has deposed 
that their Regulars gave, the first fire there, though the 
printed narrative asserts the contrary ; and the soldiers 
that knew any thing of the matter, with whom I conversed, 
made rro scruple of owning the same that Mr. Gould de- 
posed. - ; :.:.-' 

After the engagement began, the whole detachment col- 
lected together as fast as it could. . The narrative tells u?, 
that as Captain Parsws. returned with his three companies 
over the bridge, they observed three soldiers on the ground, 
one of them scalped, his head much mangled, and his ears 
cut off, though not quite dead ; all this is not fiction, 
though the most is. The Reverend Mr. Emerson in- 
formed me how the matter was, with great concern for its 
having happened. A young fellow coming oyer the bridge 
in order to join the country people, and seeing the soldier 
wounded, and attempting to get up, not being under the 
feelings of humanity, very barbarously broke his skull, and 
let out his brains with a smairaxe, (apprehend of the toma- 
hawk kind,) but as to his being scalped and having his ears 
cut off, there was nothing in it. The poor object lived an 
hour or two before he expired. The detachment, when 
joined by Captain Parsons, made a hasty retreat, finding 
by woful experience that the Yankees would fight, and 
that their numbers would be continually increasing. The 
Regulars were pushed with vigour by the country people, 
who took the advantage of walls, fences, &c, but those 
that could . get up to engage were- not' upon equal terms 
with the Regulars in point of number any part of the. day, 
though the country was collecting together from, all quar- 
ters, and had there been two hog rs more for it,, would pro- 
bably have cut off both detachment and Brigade, or made 
them prisoners. The soldiers being obliged to retreat with 
haste to Lexington, had no time to.db any considerable 
mischief. But a little on this side Lexington Meeting- 
House where they were met by the Brigade, with, cannon, 
under Lord Percy, the scene changed. The inhabitants 
had quitted their houses in general upon the road, leaving 
almost every thing behind them, and thinking themselves 
well off in escaping with their lives. The soldiers burnt 
in Lexington three houses, one_ barn, and two shops, one 
of which joined to the house, and a mill-house .adjoining 
to the barn ; •other houses and buildings were attempted to 
be burnt, and narrowlyescaped. You would have been 
shocked at the destruction which has been. made, by the 
Regulars, as the,y are miscalled, had you been present with 
me to have beheld it. Many houses were plundered of 
every thing valuable that could.be taken away, and what 
could not be carried off was destroyed ; looking-glasses, 
pots, pans, &lc, were broke "all to pieces"; doors when not 
fastened, sashes and windows wantonly damaged and de- 
s'troyed. The people say tjiat the soldiers are worse jthan 
the Indians ; in short, they have given the Country such 
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an early specimen of their brutality as will make the inha- 
bitants dread submission to the power of the British Min- 
istry, and determine them to fight desperately rather than 
have such cruel masters to lord it over them. The Troops 
at length reached Charleslown, where there was no attack- 
ing them with safety to the Town, and that night arid the 
next day crossed over in boats to Boston, where they con- 
tinue to be shut up ; for the people poured down in so 
amazing a manner from all parts, for scores of miles round, 
(even the grey-headed came to assist their countrymen,) 
the General was obliged to set about further fortifying the 
Town immediately at all points and places." 

The proceedings of April 19th have united the Colony 
and Continent, and brought in Neiv-York to act as vigor- 
ously as any other place whatsoever ; and has raised an 
army in an" instant, which are lodged in the several houses 
of the Towns round Boston till their tents are finished, 
whicji will be soon. All that is attended to, besides plough- 
ing and planting, he, is making ready for fighting. The 
non-importations and non-exportations will now take place - 
from necessity', and traffick give place to war. 

We have a fine spring, prospects of great plenty ; there 
was scarce ever known such a good fall of lambs ; we are 
in no danger of starving through the cruel acts against the 
New-England Governments; and the men who had been 
used to the fishery, (a hardy generation of people,) Lord 
North has undesignedly kept in the Country to give strength 
to our military operations, and to assist as occasion may 
require : thanks to a superiour wisdom for his blunders; 
The General is expecting reinforcements, but few have 
arrived as yet ; the winds, contrary to the common run at 
this season, instead of being easterly, have been mostly the 
reverse. When the reinforcement arrives, arid is recovered 
of the voyage, the General will be obliged in honour to 
attempt dislodging the people,, and penetrating into the 
country ; both soldiers and inhabitants are in want of fresh 
provisions, and will be like to suffer much, should the Pro- 
vincial Army be able to keep the Town shut up on all 
sides, excepting by water, as at present. 

The General engaged with (lie Selectmen of Boston, 
that if the Town's people would deliver up their arms into 
their custody, those that chose it should be allowed to go 
out with their effects. The townsmen complied, and the 
General forfeited his word, for which there will be an after " 
reckoning, should they ever have it in their power to call 
him to an account. A few have been allowed to-come out 
with many of their effects ; numbers are not permitted to 
come out, and the chief qf those who have been, have been 
obliged to leave their merchandise and goods (linen and 
household stuff, cash and plate excepted) behind them. 
You must look back to the origin of the United Provinces, 
that you may have an idea of the resolution of this people. 
May the present struggle end as happily hi favour of Ame- 
rican liberty, without proving the destruction of Great 
Britain. We afe'upon a second edition of King Charles 
the First's reign, enlarged. May the dispute be adjusted 
before the times are too tragical to admit of it. Both_pffi- 
e'ers and privates have altered their opinion of the Yankees 
very much since the 18th of April. : 

The detachment, while at Concord disabled two tvventy- 
four-pounders, destroyed their two carriages and seven 
wheels for the same, with their limbers ; sixteen wheels for 
brass three-pounders, and two carriages, with limber and 
wheels for two four-pounders ; five hundred pounds of ball 
thrown into the river, wells, and other places ; and broke 
in pieces about sixty barrels of flour, half of which was 
saved. Cannot be certain of the number that were killed. 
Apprehend, upon the. whole, the Regulars bad more than 
one hundred killed, and one hundred and fifty wounded, 
besides about fifty taken prisoners. The "country people 
had about foi-ty killed, seven or eight taken prisoners, and 
a few wounded. 

N, B. I never saw the printed account till Monday, so 
that I was. not directed by it in any of my inquiries when 
at Lexington and Concord. The General, I am persuaded, 
gave positive orders" to the detachment not to fire first, or I 
am wholly mistaken in my opinion of him. The prison- 
ers at Worcester, Concord, and Lexington, all agreed in 
their being exceedingly welj used. The policy of the 
people would determine them thereto, if their humanity 
did not. 



Worcester, May 17, 1775. 
A great number of that arch traitor Hutchinson's letters 
have. lately fell into the Lands of our people. By them 
is discovered the diabolical plans that have been laid to 
enslave this Country, and show to the world what an inde- 
fatigable slave be has been to his masters the Ministry, and 
their grand master the Devil. These letters will, undoubt- 
edly, be soon made publick. A correspondent at Roxbury 
has favoured us with the following extract from one of them, 
to General Gage, then at New-York: 

" Boston, July 23, 1771. ' 

"Sir: I have the honour of your letter of the 15th. 
Yesterday a vessel arrived, which left London on the 24th 
of JYlay. I have letters Vo the. 23d. Parliament rose the 
9th, and nothing done" as to America,. 1 send you a.. pas- 
sage of a letter from Sir' Francis Bernard. I have the 
honour to be, very respectfully, &tc. 

■""Sir: It appears. to me.to be a matter, of great impor- 
tance to His Majesty's general service, and to the real in- 
terest of the Colony, that the discord beginning between 
New-York and us should be encouraged. I wrote some 
time ago to Mr. Colden upon this subject, but he rather 
declined concerning himself in it. There is certainly a 
strong aversion, which nothing but the confederacy against 
Great Britain could have conquered. This has too much 
the appearance, of Machiavelian policy; but it is justifi- 
able, as it has the most obvious tendency to save tbe Col- 
onies from rqining themse.lyes, as well as distressing the 
Mother Country. If Pennsylvania' could be brought to 
take part with New-York, I think the business would be 
done. I must beg the favQur of you not to suffer this letter 
to come under any other than, your own" observation. I 
have the honour to~be," he. &c. 



NORTHBOROUCH COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE TO 
GENERAL WARD. 

Norihborough, M;iy 17, 1775. 
Sir: We, the Committee of Correspondence for the 
Town of Norihborough, have taken" into our custody Mr. 
Ebenezer Cutler, late of Groton, but now of this Town, 
who, from his conduct, appears to us to be an avowed ene- 
my to his Country. He has set at naught and despised all 
the Resolutions, &c. of the Continental and Provincial 
Congresses, and also utterly refuses to act in any defence 
of his now perishing Country whatever ; and as he has, from 
his past conduct, ever since we have been struggling for the 
liberties of our Country, appeared in the eyes. of the pub- 
lick to be aiding and abetting in defeating the plans of the 
good people of this Province, and has been riding from 
one part of this Province to the other, and, in our opinion, 
for no good design, we think it highly necessary to send, 
him to the Council of War, to know whether he may (as 
he deserves) have a pass to go into Boston. We also 
enclose the substance of two evidences concerning said 
Cutler.- By order of the Committee of Correspondence : 

GiLLAM Bass, Clerk. 

To the Hon' General Artemas. Ward, Esq., or Council of 
War now sitting at. Cambridge. 

N. B. General Ward, we apprehend, is well acquainted 
with the character and conduct of said Cutler. -. . . _ . 



PORTSMOUTH COMMITTEE TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 

Portsmouth, May 17, 1775. 

Sir: A brig from Biddeford, in England, arrived this 
day, the master of which has just been with the Commit- 
tee, and acquaints them that hisorders are to take on board 
six masts, of about sixteen inches diameter. 

We are informed that the ship lately built at Cqsco Bay, 
which arrived in the harbour this morning, is come with 
the intention to load masts, which are now ready for her. 
The opinion of the Congress touching the propriety of 
shipping the masts, is desired as soon as may be. 

We have heard that part of the Troops horn England 
arrived yesterday at Boston, I am, by order of the Com- 
mittee, Sir, your most humble, servant, 

H. WentwOrth, Chairman. 

To the President of the Provincial Congress, at Exeter. 



' iTHM-flTlUM 



£fi 



LI.IUll.^"*'-*- 7 ' 1 *""*'^'^ 



ritftt 



633 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, fee, MAY, 1775: 



634 



NEWCASTLE ( DELAWARE) COMMITTED. 

Newcastle, on Delaware, ss : 

_ Whereas, the Committee chosen in the several Hun- 
dreds of the County of Nexvcastle, did, at their meeting on 
the third day of May instant, take " into consideration the 
present distressed and defenceless situation of the inhabit- 
ants of this County, and the unhappy circumstance's of 
their brethren in the other Colonies ;" and did therefore 
" resolve unanimously, that a sum of Money be imme- 
diately raised for establishing a fund for procuring and pro- 
viding the necessary means for our and. their protection and 
support;" and further, "that the sum of one shilling and 
six pence in the Pound, be collected from each taxable in- 
habitant in the County, according to the County rates, as 
Well estates as those resident, for the purposes aforesaid," 
to be collected by the members of the said Committee : 

And whereas the said Committee have found a difficulty 
in collecting the said Money : We, the subscribers, Jus- 
tices of the Peace and Grand Jurymen for the County 
aforesaid, do hereby engage, under the solemn ties of vir- 
tue, honour, and love of our Country, that, in order to 
remedy the inconvenience which the Committee aforesaid 
have "met with in the collection of the said Money, we and 
each of, us will, at the Levy Court next to be held fortius 
County, vote for, and to the utmost of our power promote 
the laying a Tax of one shilling and six pence in the 
Pound, upon the " taxables, as well estates as those resi-~ 
sideot," in this County, for the purposes aforesaid, in addi- 
tion to the tax which may be necessary for the current 
expenses of the County ; out of which additional tax all 
sums of money already, or which may hereafter be paid in 
compliance with the said Resolves of the Committee, are 
to b.e deducted, and credit given for them to the persons 
who have paid or may pay the same, respectively. 
Witness our hands, this 18th day of May, 1775. 
George Monroe, John Jones, 

Morton Morton, John Evans, 

, William, Hemphill, Thomas Cooch, 
Thomas Kean, David Finney, 

George Evans, James Latimer, 

William Anderson, R. Cantwell, 
J-ohn James, John Malcolm, 

Robert Kirkwood, George Craghe.ad, 
David Howell, John Stapler, 

JffHN Hyatt, William Patterson, 

John Taylor, Samuel Patterson, 

William Read, - Thomas McKim, 

William Clark, Grand Jurymen. 

■ John McKrNLEY, Chairman. 

It being found quite impracticable to raise the sums of 
money that were necessary for the purposes aforemention- 
ed, in so short a time as the urgency required, in the usual 
legal ways, therefore the Committee were obliged to adopt 
the aforegoing method, as appearing the most speedy, ef- 
fectual, and equitable manner of raising the same ; and it 
is hoped that all lovers of their Country will readily pay 
their several quotas to the Committee-men of their respec- 
tive Hundreds, whp have' undertaken to collect the same 
without any fees or commissions, as the money is imme- 
diately wanted, 

Each of the Committee of Correspondence are required 
tq.be diligent in collecting, as speedily as possible, what 
money has been subscribed and not paid towards the relief 
of our suffering brethren at Boston, and to apply to such 
as have not before contributed to their support, as their 
situation is at present most deplorable. 



few minutes for their affairs., which is truly a business of 
the last consequence to them, threatening them with no 
less than absolute ruin, .' — 

•We have an account that Lord Dunmore has been 
obliged to abandon his Government ; it is the only piece 
of good news has reached us since the disputes with Great 
Britain took so serious a turn ; but I doubt the truth of it. 

The Pittsburgh Court is "now sitting ; whether they do 
business or not, I have not. heard. The proposition for the 
relief of Cavet and Hanna, though I believe it practicable, 
enough, I would do nothing in without the Governour's 
concurrence, as it might be attended with serious conse- 
quences. -* " " " 

Yesterday we had a County meeting, and have come to 
resolutions to arm and discipline, and have formed an As-. 
sociation, which 1 suppose you will soon see in the papers. 
God grant an end may be spee'dily put to any necessity for. 
such proceedings, I doubt their utility, and am almost as 
much afraid of success in this" contest, as of being van-~ 
quished. 1 am, with much respect, dear Sir, your most 
obedient and most humble .servant, 

_ Ar. St; Clair. 

Joseph Shippen, Junior, Philadelphia. : " , 



ARTHUR ST. CLAIR TO JOSE.PH SHIPPEN, JtTN. 

Ligonier, May 18, 1775. 

Dear Sir': I yesterday received the enclosed letter from 
Mr. Cavet, with the contents of which I request you will 
make the Governour acquainted. You see Hanna and lie 
are very uneasy, which is really not to be wondered at, as 
they have been now upwards of three months in confine- 
ment, for paying obedience to his Honour's Proclamation, 
and have not had a single line from any person about Gov- 
ernment, or any directions how to conduct themselves. 
The Governour in these times must be occupied by objects 
of much greater magnitude ; but I wish he could spare a 



NEWARK' (NEW-JERSEY) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the General Committee of Association 
for the Township of Newark, in New-Jersey, on Thurs- 
day, the 18th day of May, 1775: 

The Committee taking into consideration the Resolu- 
tions of the Committees of New-York and other Prov- 
inces, relative to the suspension of all exportation to Que- 
beck, Nova-Scotia, Georgia, and Newfoundland, or any 
part of the Fishing Coasts and Fishing Islands ; "and highly 
approving the same, do resolve that it be recommended to 
the gentlemen Traders of this Town, that they stop allex- 
portations to, the said places ; and also to our constituents 
in general, tha.t they do not supply any person whatsoever 
with any kind of Exports, which they have reason to be- 
lieve are designed for either of those places, "nor any of the 
King's ships or boats with provisions clandestinely ; nor in 
any manner whatsoever that may counteract any Resolu- 
tions that have been made by the Committee of Neir- 
York. By order of the Committee : . ".- • 

Lewis Ogden, Chairman. 



INSTRUCTIONS TO DELEGATES FROM NEWARK IN CONGRESS 
OE NEW-JERSEY- " : " 

At a meeting of the General Committee of. Association 
held at Newark, the 18th day of May, 1775: 

The following Instructions to Isaac Ogden and Philip 
Van Cortlandt, Esquires, Messrs. Bethuel Pierson and Ca- 
leb Camp, the Deputies elected to represent* said Town in 
Provincial Congress, were unanimously agreed on : - 

Gentlemen; The great, the important crisis which will 
determine the fate of America, seems hastily approaching ; 
a crisis in which not only you, the fond wives of your 
bosoms, the infants of your tenderest solicitude ; but mil- 
lions of your posterity yet unborn, and every thing'that is 
near and dear to you, worthy your wish, or meriting your 
care, are deeply interested ; a crisis which will decide 
whether this Continent shall "be governed by the unlimited 
will of a Senate in which it has. no voice ; by a power 
without the right, over which it can have no influence or 
control ; whether it shall be forever bound in wretched, 
relentless chains of slavery, or whether the glorious sun of 
constitutional liberty shall still enlighten this horizon, and 
permanently shine, unclouded with the tainted breath of 
despotism. 

To you, gentlemen, is delegated by the inhabitant's of 
this Town one of the most important .trusts lrj their power, 
which nothing less than tyrant necessity could have urged 
theTn to grant, or you" to accept; a necessity which, with 
hearts glowing with affection, overflowing with loyalty to 
our Sovereign, we unfeignedly lament. 

We need not, ive mean not, gentlemen, to wish you ad- 
ditional firmness in the common cause ; yourbeing chosen 
to this trust sufficiently approves your principles and steady 
regard to the duties, the great interests of your delegation ; 
nor need we advise that you carry with you that spirit of 
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harmony, that firmness with moderation, which we are 
happy to say animates this part of the Province ; and as 
we have the pleasure and reason to expect that the interests 
of the general weal, on constitutional ground, will be the 
constant line of your conduct ; that you will keep this goal 
steadily in view ; so we do. not wish to bind you with an 
embarrassing chain of restrictions, much less do we pre- 
sume to dictate measures to the Provincial Congress; but 
shall onlylay before you some outlines of a plan which we 
desire you to propose to the wisdom of that Convention. 

Money has been aptly called the sinews of war ; so rnay 
it also the anima that enlivens, that braces and gives firm- 
ness tg the nerves of our Constitution. In the alarming 
exigency rising before us, there will probably be occasion 
for a publick fund ; and we. could wish, as the whole Prov- 
ince is equally interested, that the burden should be also 
equal. We conceive, when the necessary sum is fixed by 
the Congress, that the present Quota Bill, by which the 
proportion of taxes in the several Counties for the support 
of Government, ike., has been ascertained, will be a just 
scale to regulate the present occasion ; and perhaps the 
Assessors and Collectors in the several Townships may, in 
general, be proper persons to conduct the like business, 
leaving it in the option of such Towns as may incline to 
make a special choice of new officers for this purpose. 

We consider it advisable that a certain number of men 
be immediately raised, disciplined, well accoutred with 
arms and ammunition, and prepared in every respect for an 
instant service. • 

That as men who go volunteers will be most likely to 
be hearty in the service, and the disagreeable measure of 
draughting from the Militia may thereby be prevented, a 
roll be opened in every Town where it can be advanta- 
geously, for the enlistment of Volunteers, to be prepared 
as a.bove-mentioned, for every emergency; that the Con- 
gress appoint the commandant and all the field-officers, and 
that the General Committees 1 of those Towns where any 
company or companies shall be raised, have the appoint- 
ment of the Captains - and subalterns; that one or more 
proper persons be empowered by the Congress to sign and 
affix a proper seal to the Commissions, agreeable to such 
appointment ; that the Volunteers, on their enlistment, sub- 
scribe certain articles, to oblige themselves, under certain 
penalties, (to be ascertained by the Congress, similar to 
the Mutiny Bill, if thought proper,) to be obedient to' their 
officers, and to prevent desertion ; that proper persons be 
appointed for a Treasurer of said fund, and for a Paymas- 
ter-General, giving the necessary security, &tc. ; that the 
pay for the officers and men be fixed by the Congress ; 
and that the said Volunteers, from the day of their enlist- 
ment, be in discipline at least so much time as may amount 
to one day in a week ; and also such further time, not ex- 
ceeding - days in the whole, per week, as shalT be 

judged expedient by the "said General Committees'; that 
sufficient arms and ammunition for such Volunteers as are 
unable to furnish themselves, therewith, and provisions for 
emergent occasions, be provided ; and that every Volunteer 
entrusted with the arms, he, belonging to the Province, 
be obligated to return them to the Commanding Officer, 
when called for, except such as may be lost in the service, 
&c. ; that magazines of powder and otber necessary mili- 
tary stores" be formed In such parts of the Province as shall 
be judged most advantageous for emergencies ; that Com- 
missioners be appointed to direct and regulate any contin- 
gent business which cannot be ascertained with precision by 
the Congress; that Muster-Masters be appointed to review 
the companies, and to take care that none but able-bodied 
• men be continued on the rolls ; nor any apprentice or servant 
enlisted, without.his master's consent in writing ; that a pro- 
per friimber ofTield-pjeces be provided, and one or more 
Artillery Companies raised and disciplined. As exigencies 
may happen which may require a greater force than the num- 
ber of Volunteers to be raised as aforesaid, that the Congress 
recommend ft to the Militia Captains throughout the Prov- 
ince i to 'procure such persons as are capable of teaching 
military discipline, to be paid out of the publick fund ; and 

that their men be. exercised at least — times per week ; 

that it be recommended by the Congress to" the several 
Towns or Counties throughout the Province, who have not 
already done it, to appoint General Committees to enter 
into and subscribe_an Association of similar import to that 



adopted by this County. We are, gentlemen, your hum- 
ble servants. By order of the Committee : 

Lewis Ogden, Chairman. 



Victor Bicker, 
John White, 
Thebphilus Anthony, 
William Gofortb, 
Comfort Sands, 
Robert Benson, 
William W. Gilbert, 
John Berrian, 
Gabriel W. Ludlow, 
Edward Fleming, 
Juhn De Lancey, 
Frederick Jay, 
William W. Ludlow7 
John B. Moore, ';- 
John Lasher, 
George Janeway, 
Jamt/s Beekman, 
Samuel Vorplanck, 
Richard Yates, 



Cornelius Clopper, 
John Reade, 
John Van Cortlandt, 
Gerardus Duyckinck, 
Peter Goelet, 
Thomas Marston,- 
Jacobus Lefferts, 
Richard Sharpe, 
Hamilton Yoiirrg, 
Abram. Brinkerhpff, 
Benjamin Helme, 
Walter Franklin, 
Evert. Banker, 
Robert Ray, 
Nicholas Bogart, 
William Laight,' 
John Lamb, 
Anthony Van Dam, 
Daniel Dunscomb, 



Augustus Van. Home, John Inday, 
Gerret Kettletas, Oliver Templcton, 

Benjamin Kissaxn, Thomas Buchannan. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. " 

The Committee met Thursday, the 18th of .May, 1775. 
Present: - - " ~ -— "•""-"_■"" 

Isaac Low, 
P. V. B. Livingston, 
Alex. McDougall, 
Thomas Randall, 
Leonard Lispenard, 
William Walton, 
John Broome, . 
Joseph Hallett, 
Gabriel H.. Ludlow, 
Nicholas Roosevelt, 
Nicholas Hoffman, 
Abraham Walton, 
Peter Van Schaack, 
Henry Rernsen, 
Peter T. Cartenius, 
.Abraham Brasher, 
Abraham.P. Lott, 
Abraham Duryee, 
Joseph Totton, 
Thomas Ivers, 
Hercules Mulligan, 
John Anthony, 

Ordered, That Colonel Walton, Colonel TJspenard, 
Colonel Beekman, Major Van Dam, Mr. Brasher, Mr. 
Lasher, Mr. Fleming, and Mr. Curtenius, be a Committee 
for instituting a Military Night Watch in this City, to con- 
sist of forty men, each with an officer" to command them, 
and that they report the mode to this Committee with all 
convenient speed. 

Ordered, That the following Letter be immediately 
despatched to his Honour the Goyernour oi* Connecticut, 
•to wit : . ' . 

. New.York, May 18, 1775. 

Sin: As we have great reason to expect the arrival of 
Troops from Britain, to be quartered in this Province, we 
thought it a necessary piece of precaution to ask of the Con- 
tinental Congress a line of conduct for our inhabitants on that 
event. We have received their directions on th\at head, as 
appears by the enclosed. We have also been informed that 
our brethren of Connecticut, attentive to the common cause, 
and kindly tendering the safety of this City in its present 
defenceless state, are upon the point of marching a con- 
siderable body of Troops into it with intent to assist us in 
securing it against any attempt to reduce it to the condition 
of a garrison-town or place of arms. We have on this head 
to request your Honour, "should those Troops be about to 
march, to direct their encampment on the W T estern fron- 
tiers of your Colony, if your Honour should think it expe- 
dient they should proceed so far, until some plan can be 
properly settled with our Provincial Congress, who are to 
meet on the 22d instant, so as to 'place "their introduction, 
if necessary, on such a basis as will produce perfect con- 
cord and unanimity, and most effectually answer the valu- 
able ends of so friendly a succour. 

To His Hono.ur Jonathan Trumbull, Esquire. 



Directions for a Military Watch in the City of New- 
' York, 

First. That a guard be mounted. every evening at eight 
o'clock, at the City-Hall, consisting of not less than forty 
men properly officered. 

Second. That detachments be made from the said guard 
to patrole the streets every two hours, under the command 
of a non-commissioned officer, accompanied by a constable 
or other civil officer, who may be directed by a. Magistrate 
to attend from nine o'clock in the evening until five o'clock 
in the morning. , 

Thirds That they pay particular attention that no Pro- 
visions be exported from this City; and if any persons are 
discovered exporting Provisions contrary to the Resolves 
of this Committee, to take particular notice of them, and 
endeavour, by persuasion and other peaceable methods, to 
prevent it, and that they make a report thereof. 

Fourth. That the patrol es do not challenge persons, 
boats, fee, but watch their motions, if suspected, and by 
all means endeavour to prevent outrage on person or pro- 
perty, and report the perpetrators. 
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Fifth. That no unnecessary and wanton alarm be given 
to our fellow-citizens, either by firing of guns, beating of 
drums, or otherwise, in the night, but that all their opera- 
tions be conducted with that Tiianly prudence and discre- 
tion becoming citizens " zealous to support their freedom 
without tumult and disorder. 

Sixth. That the commanding officer of the guard dis- 
miss bis guard at five o'clock in the morning, and report in 
writing by ten o'clock, to the Chairman, Deputy, or Chair- 
man pro tempore, all extraordinary occurrences which may 
have, happened during the time of his being on duty, signed 
by himself. Abm. Brasher, " Edward Fleming, 

John Lasher, Alex. McDougall. 

At a special meeting of the Committee, 19th of May 

1775: 

The Chairman produced a Letter delivered him by his 
Worship the Mayor, in answer to a Resolution of yester- 
day, requesting him" to furnish Captain Montague with a 
copy of Charles Murray's Affidavit. 
- Ordered, Tljat Mr. Scott, Mr. Kissam, Mr. Van Schaacfc, 
Mr. Ilelme, Mr. Jones, Mr. Ritzma, Mr. Murray, and Mr. 
Smith, be a Committee to inquire into the merits of Cap- 
tain Montague's plea for having seized the Powder, Sic, 
on board of Captain Murray's Vessel, and report their 
opinion thereon to the Committee at their next meeting. 

At a meeting of the Committee, May 20, 1775. Present 
. forty-six Members. 

' Ordered, That Mr. Van Dam, Mr. Burling, Mr. lot- 
ten, and Mr. Laight, be a Committee to form. an estimate 
of what Stores may be necessary to forward to Albany. 

Mr. Charles McEvers exhibited a. complaint in writing 
against Mr. John.Anderson. ■ -, ■»* 

°A Letter from the Continental Congress, dated May 
18, 1775, enclosing a Resolve of that Board, was received 
and read. ' 

Mr. McDougall reported the draft of a Letter to the 
Committee at Albany, which being approved of,_ 
Ordered, That the same be forwarded. 



COMMITTEE OF PALATINE DISTRICT, TRYON COUNTY, NEW- 
YORK, TO THE ALBANY COMMITTEE. 

. - . May 18, 1775. 

We are so peculiarly circumstanced in this County, re- 
lating to the present struggle for American liberty, that we 
cannot longer defer laying the situation of this County 
before you. The District we represent has been foremost 
in avowing its attachment to liberty, and approving the 
method of opposition adopted in America, and are now 
sifl-ninir an Association similar to what has been signed in 
other "Counties in this Province, and we hope in a few- 
days to" have the pleasure to transmit it down for the press. 
The County being extensive, it takes a considerable time 
before the people who are favourable to the cause can.be 
got to sign ; for we have caused copies of the Association 
To be dispersed in divers parts of the County. This 
County has, For a series of years, been ruled by one family, 
tlie different branches of which are still strenuous m dis- 
sujadin" people from coming into Congressional measures, 
and even have, last week, at a numerous meeting of the 
Mohawk District, appeared with all their dependants armed 
to oppose the people considering of their grievances ; their 
number being so larsje, and the people unarmed, struck 
terrour into most of them, and they dispersed. We are 
informed that Johnson-Hall is fortifying by placing a parcel 
of swivel-guns round the same, and that Colonel Johnson 
has had parts bf his regiment of Militia, under arm? yes- 
terday, no doubt with a design to prevent the friends ol 
liberty from publishing their attachment to the cause to the 
world. Besides which we are told that about one hun- 
dred and fifty Highlanders, ( Roman Catholicks,) in and 
about Johnstown, are armed and ready to march upon the 
like occasion. We have been, informed that Colonel John- 
son has stopped two New-Englanders', and searched them, 
being^we suppose, suspicious that they came to solicit aid 
from us or the Indians, whom we dread most, there being 
a current report through the County that they are to bo 
made use of in keeping us in awe. ■- - 
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We recommend it strotigly and seriously to you to take 
it in your consideration, whether any powder and ammu- - 
nition ought to be permitted to be sent up this way, unless 
it is done under the inspection of the Committee, and con- 
signed to the Committee here, and for such particular shop- 
keepers as we in our next shall acquaint you of. We are 
determined to suffer none in our District to sell any but 
such as we approve of, and sign the Association. When 
"any thing particular comes to our knowledge relating to the 
Indians°(whom we shall watch,) or any other thing inter- 
esting, we shall take .the. earliest opportunity in communi- 
cating the same to you. And as we are a young County,-- 
remote from the Metropolis, we beg you will give us all 
the intelligence in your power. We shall not be able to 
send down any Deputies to the Provincial Congress, as we 
cannot possibly obtain the sense of the County soon enough 
to make it worth our while to send any, but be assured we 
are not the less attached to American liberty. For we 
are determined, although few in number, to let the world 
see who are, and who are not such : and to wipe off the 
indelible disgrace brought on us by the Declaration signed 
by our Grand Jury and some of our Magistrates, who, in 
general, are considered by the majority of the County as 
enemies to their Country. In a word, gentlemen, it is our 
fixed resolution to support and carry into execution every 
thing recommended by the Continental Congress, and to 
be free or die. . . -..,_,. ",...' 



COLONEL GUY JOHNSON TO THE COMMITTEE OF SCHE- 
• NECTADY, NEW-YORK. 

Guy Park, May 18, 1775,. 

'Gentlemen .: We have, for some days past, heard of many 
threats from the publick, that gives us reason to apprehend 
that the persons or properties of gentlemen of the first 
consideration, both with respect to station and property, 
would have been insulted in this County, and myself m 
particular, under colour of a gross and notorious falsehood, 
uttered by some worthless scoundrels, respecting my inten- 
tions as Superintendent of Indian Affairs- To gentle- 
men of sense and moderation, these malicious, ill-founded 
cha'rges ought to be self-evidently false I my "duty is to pro- 
mote peace, land my office of the highest importance to the 
trade and frontiers:. But as these reports are daily in- 
creasing, it becomes me, both as a subject and a man, to 
disavow them.'and until I can find put and chastise the 
author, to assure the publick of their mistake, and to in- 
form them that it has rendered it my duty for self-preset 
vation so necessary, that I have taken precaution to give 
a very hot and disagreeable reception to any persons that 
shall attempt to invade my retreat; at the same time that 
I have no intention to disturb those who choose to "permit 
me the honest exercise of my reason and duties of my 
office, and requesting that you will immediately cause this 
to_be made publick to the Albany Committee, I remain, 
gentlemen, your very humble servant, G. Johnson. 



AUTHENTICK ACCOUNT OF THE T A KING OF FORTRESSES AT 

TICONDEROGA AND CROWN POINT, BY A PARTY OF THE 

CONNECTICUT FORCES. r '_ '„ " 

■.--'■.- New-York, May 18, 17/5. 

Captain EdivardMott and Captain Noah Phelps set out 
from Hartford on Saturday, the twenty-ninth of April, 
in order to take possession of the fortress of Ticonderoga, 
and the dependencies thereunto belonging. They look with 
them from Connecticut sixteen men unarmed, and marched 
privately through the country, till they came to Pitt sfeld 
without discovering their design to any person, till they lell 
in company with Colonel Ethan Allen y Colonel Easton, 
and John Brown, Esq., who engaged to join themselves to 
said Mottand Phelps, and to raise men sufficient to take 
the place by surprise if possible. Accordingly the men 
were raised, and proceeded as directed, by said Mott and 
Phelps, Colonel Ethan Allen commanding the soldiery. 
On Tuesday they surprised and took the fortress, making 
prisoners the commandant and his party. On Wednesday 
morning they possessed themselves of Crown Point ; taking 
possession of the ordnance stores, consisting ;of upwards of 
two hundred pieces of cannon, three mortars, sundry how- 
itzers, and fifty swivels, &tc . 
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Ethan Allen, fearful of an attempt from Govemour Car- 
letbn to retake the place, Has written to the Committee of 
Albany for a supply of five hundred men and provisions; 
the Committee, however, not perceiving themselves com- 
petent to determine on a matter of so. much importance,- 
requested the advice of our General Committee, who re- 
ferred them, and immediately despatched an express, to the 
Congress now sitting in Philadelphia. 



ETHAN ALLEN. TO THE MERCHANTS OF MONTREAL. 

St. John's, May 18, 1775: 

Gentlemen ; I have the pleasure to acquaint you that 
Lakes George and Champlain, with the fortresses, artillery, 
&tc., particularly the armed sloop of George the Third, 
with all water carriages of these Lakes, are now in posses- 
sion of the Colonies. I expect the English Merchants, as 
well" as all virtuous disposed gentlemen, will.be in the inte- 
rest of the Colonies. The advanced guard of the Army 
is now at St. Johns, and desire immediately to have a per- 
gonal intercourse with you. Your immediate assistance as 
to provisions, ammunition', and spirituous liquors, is wanted 
and forthwith expected, not as a donation, for I am em- 
powered by the Colonies to purchase the same ; and I desire 
you would forthwith, and without further notice, prepare 
for the use of .the Army those articles to the amount of 
five hundred Pounds, and deliver the same to me at St. 
John's, or at least a part of it almost instantaneously, as 
the soldiers press on faster than provisions. I need not 
inform you that my directions from the Colonies are riot to 
contend with, or any way injure or molest the Canadians 
or Indians ; but, on the other hand, treat them with the 
greatest friendship and kindness. You will be pleased to 
communicate the same to them, and some of you immedi- 
ately visit me at this place, while others are active in de- 
livering the provisions'. ' 

I write in haste, and am, gentlemen, your obedient hum- 
ble servant, - Ethan Allen. 
To Mr. James Morrison and the Merchants that are friendly 

to the cause of liberty in Montreal. - - _ - 



EXTRACT OP A LETTER FROM THE CAMP. AT CAMBRIDGE, 
■- DATED MAT 18, 1775. 

We hear" from Halifax that the people have at last shewn 
they have spirit. . It seems the agents for. procuring forage 
for the expected regiment of. Dragoons had taken, without 
the consent of the owner, and were shipping for Boston, a 
great quantity of. hay, on which the people set fire to, and 
-wholly destroyed it. And when that work was finished, 
they attempted the like by the King's Magazines, which 
they several times fired, but they were extinguished by the 
people from the"ships-of-war lying there, who made a brisk 
fire on the people, and prevented them from effecting their 
design." The fugitives from Boston are gone for Halifax, 

but the people say no d d Tories shall be allowed to 

breathe in their air, so that these devils can't find a resting ' 
place there, which was the only place on the Continent 
that they ever dared to hope they might stay in. 



COLONEL STARK TO THE NEW-HAMFSIJ1RE CONGRESS. 

; . Medford, May 18, 1775, 

Gentlemen : About the twenty-ninth of April last, a 
Committee sent from Provincial Congress of the Province 
of New-Hampshire to the Provincial Congress of the Prov- 
ince: of Massachusetts-Bay, having discretionary instruc- 
tions from said Congress, advised to raise a Regiment from 
the Province of Neiv-Hampshire as soon as possible, under 
the Constitution and establishment of the Massachusetts- 
Bay, but to be deemed as part of the quota of men of 
the Province of New-Hampshire, and that New-Hampshire 
Congress would establish said measures. In consequence 
of w'hich, a number of officers of the Province of New- 
Hampshire convened, and made choice of their field-offi- 
cers for said Regiment, who have raised the same, fifty-four 
of whqm are now present at Medford, exclusive of drum- 
mers and fifer's, .and the remainder are hourly expected ; 
and as a great number of those already here (who expect- 
ed, when, they enlisted, to draw arms from the Provincial 
stocks) are destitute of the same, and cannot be furnished, 



(as no arms are to be procured here at present,) must 
inevitably return from whence they came, unless they are 
supplied from some quarter speedily. I humbly pray that 
you would maturely consider our defenceless situation, and 
adopt some measure or measures whereby they may be 
equipped. In confidence of your immediate compliance 
with the above request, I am, in the Country's common 
cause, your most obedient and devoted humble servant, 

John Stark." 

N. B. The gentleman , who presents this to the Conven- 
tion, can give you particular information as to our present 
situation. . ' ""' ■ - 



ADDRESS OF THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS TO GOVERN- 
OUR WENTWORTH. 

May it please your Excellency : 

G.overnour Gage, in a letter to the Earl of Dartmouth, 
dated 27th January, 1775, informed the British Ministry 
that your Excellency had applied to him.for two Regiments 
of the British Troops, to be stationed at Portsmouth ; an_d 
as it evidently appears, at this alarming period, that the 
British Troops are ministerial fools, sent to America to 
endeavour to enforce unconstitutional and tyrannical. A.cts 
of the British Parliament, by fire, sword, and ftimine, and 
as we humbly conceive it is your Excellency's, duty, in 
your political capacity, to guard and defend the lives, liberty, 
and properties of the inhabitants of. this Province, your 
Excellency's sending for Troops to destroy the lives, liber- 
ties, and properties you have solemnly engaged "to defend 
and protect, conveys to our minds such shocking ideas, that 
we shall rejoice to find what is represented to be fact in 
said letter, to be farce. But as we have, such information, 
duty to ourselves and constituents, obliges us humbly to 
desire your Excellency to give us such' evidence as' will 
enable us to know and inform our constituents what to 
expect. ";'".■ 

We are, &c, Sic. 

"CAROLINE COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a Committee held for the County of Caroline, on 
Friday, the nineteenth of May, 1775, the Committee 
having taken into their most serioqs consideration his Ex- 
cellency Lord Dunmore's Letter, dated the twenty-fourth 
of December last, to Lord Dartmouth, His Majesty's Sec- 
retary of State for the American Department; also his 
Lordship's Proclamation, and a Letter wrote by a certain 
Captain Montague to the Honourable Thomas Nelson, Esq., 
(which were severally published in the Gazettes,) think it 
their indispensable duty to remonstrate against the illiberal" 
aspersions which are most injuriously thrown out against 
our constituents, as part of the community, and also to de- 
clare our abhorrence of the brutal disposition that dictated 
the menaces contained in the said Montague's Letter : 
Therefore, Resolved, 

1st. That his Lordship's Letter, if founded on the infor- 
mation of others, fully evinces to us theirunfriendly and 
inimical disposition towards this Country, and his wishes to 
perpetuate the unhappy dispute, between Great Britain 
and America, which we so fervently and ardently desire to. 
terminate on constitutional principles. We cannot forbear 
adverting to that part of his Lordship's Letter, where he 
asserts that armed Companies in some Counties are formed, 
and sworn to enforce the order of the Committee's directly 
in open defiance of the legal prerogative of the Crown. 
Such proceedings as these, we are apprehensive, never had 
existence, or we should have had as eaily intelligence of 
them as his Lordship. 

2d. That that part of his Lordship's Proclamation where- 
in he charges some persons with being disaffected to His 
Majesty's. Government, and endeavouring to effect a change 
in it, under the appearance of defending their liberties, con- 
tains an accusation totally groundless^and cannot be meetly 
applied to the people of this Colony7who ever were, and 
in future wish to be, distinguished for their loyalty to our 
most gracious Sovereign, whom we sincerely pray may ever 
enjoy his reign in peace, happiness, and glory. We think 
ourselves extremely ill-treated by his Lordship, while we 
are aiming to preserve that liberty and freedom which the 
God of nature originally gave, and our ancestors have 
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lianded down to us, to be charged with disaffection to His 
Majesty's Government. On a review of his Lordship's 
conduct, we cannot avoid suspecting his design in removing 
the gunpowder (more especially in the night) was rather 
to deprive this Colony of it, than to be used for suppress- 
ing any insurrection. 

3d. That Captain Montague's threat of firing upon the 
defenceless Town of York, bespeaks such a base and dia- 
bolical disposition, that he ought to be contemned and de- 
spised by all men of spirit and humanity. We therefore 
recommend jt to our constituents, not to show the said 
Montague any mark of civility or respect whatsoever. 

Samuel Hawes, Jr., Clerk. 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF VIRGINIA. 

Williamsburgh, May 19, 1775. 
There are few attempts in life so unlikely to give uni- 
versal satisfaction as those that are brought before the all- 
scrutinizing eye of the publick; for although a man be so 
fortunate as to please some, he may, on the other hand, 
offend many. And there are k\v men, possessed of a tole- 
rable knowledge of men and manners, but what must be, 
on the least attentive consideration, assured of the truth of 
this thesis. How careful, then, ought that man to be, who 
makes his appearance in the publick papers, in knowing 
that he is embarked, if not in an unoffending, yet a righteous 
cause. Thus equipped, he may fearlessly pass the rock of 
criticism, if not with eclat, with that, at least, which affords 
more permanent felicity — the heartfelt commendation of 
a good conscience. These animadversions lead me to a 
few strictures on our truly great and worthy Governour's 
Proclamation of the sixth of this instant. I confess, in the 
first place, that it is with the most pungent sorrow I find 
that justice, and the great cause of America's inherent 
rights, make it indispensably necessary, in these unhappy 
days, that nothing should pass unnoticed that is not dignified 
by the sacred signature of truth, and which, through the 
malversation of bad and designing men, might have the 
baneful tendency of extending the unnatural breach between 
Great Britain and her Colonies, and bring on the additional 
displeasure of our gracious King. Of such a tendency 
appears our Governour's Proclamation of the above date, 
particularly aimed at Patrick Henry, Jun., Esquire, his 
Country's and America's unalterable and unappalled great 
advocate and friend. As most of the good people of this 
Country may have seen this unparalleled Proclamation, I 
shall not take up much of their or your time, in a very 
minute recital of it; suffice.it to say, that the whole must 
appear a Ministerial trick, calculated to please some, to 
delude others^ and, what is of more serious and alarming 
consequence, (similar to one of his other laudable efforts,*) 
to prejudice and detract from the great American cause, by 
effecting a disunion amongst the friends of it, as the only 
possible means of obtaining success to Ministerial machina- 
tions. The degenerate tools of lawless power may applaud 
his Lordship's ingenuity, but the honest, virtuous, and 
upright sons of constitutional liberty will reprobate the 
want of that candour and nobleness of spirit, which can 
alone give effulgence to high birth or exalted station, and 
deprived of which, either the one or the other must, 
in the reflection of the virtuous mind, (to use the great 
Mr. Pope's words,) appear but as so much " leather or 
prunella." There are., however, representations of the 
conduct of the said Mr. Henry, and his deluded followers, 
(as his Lordship is pleased, fashionably, to call them,) so 
exceedingly inconsonant to my idea of the case, that his 
Lordship must pardon me if I should, for the sake of jus- 
tice, attempt to set the matter in a different and less partial 
point of view. His Lordship observes, " That the said 
Mr. Henry, with a number of deluded followers, had taken 
up arms, chosen their officers, and, styling themselves an 
Independent Company, had marched out of their County, 
encamped, and put themselves into a posture of war, and 
had written letters, &c, to the great terrour of all His 
Majesty's faithful subjects, and in open defiance of law and 
Government ; and have committed other acts of violence, 
particularly in extorting from his Receiver-General the sum 

* See his Lordship's Letter to the Earl of Dartmouth, dated the 
twenty-fourth of December last. 



of three hundred and thirty Pounds, under pretence of re- 
placing the powder he (the Governour) thought proper to 
order from the Magazine ;" whence, adds his Lordship, " it 
undeniably appears that there is no longer the least security 
for the life or property of any man." Would not strangers 
to this manoeuvre of Mr. Henry be induced readily to 
believe, from this .Proclamation of his Lordship, that his 
conduct in the affair of the powder was directly consistent 
with the greatest rectitude ; and, on the contrary, that Mr. 
Henry's behaviour was, in the extreme, unpolitical, dis- 
orderly, and base ? But let such first recur to the many 
poor subterfuges that Ministerial vicegerents have lately 
been drove to, and then they will not be greatly astonished 
at the contents of his Lordship's Proclamation. 

The powder which was removed from the Magazine in 
the City of Williamsburgh, under cover of the night, (a 
time most friendly and best adapted to dark and insidious 
designs,) appears clearly to have been, if not the perma- 
nent and exclusive property of this Colony, at least so 
intended for its direct emolument and protection, by an Act 
of Assembly, passed in the first year of King George the 
First's reign, entitled, "An Act for erecting a Magazine;" 
that his Lordship's removal of it on board one of His Ma- 
jesty's armed vessels, just at that alarming and critical time, 
was, in my view, illegal, and a competent declaration of 
his hostile and inimical designs against this unhappy Coun- 
try, and sufficient, of itself, to have roused the good people 
of it from that lethargick state of security into which the 
great appearance of his Lordship's friendship had lulled 
them ; and farther, to have placed themselves in such a 
posture of defence as might enable them to guard against 
the impending blow which this step of his Lordship plainly 
told them was but too fast approaching. The inhabitants 
of Williamsburgh, justly alarmed and incensed at such 
behaviour from his Lordship, like men determined to sup- 
port their constitutional rights and property in opposition 
to every act of violence under Heaven against them, take 
up arms, and are about to demand restitution of the pow- 
der, when they are dissuaded from such a step by gentlemen 
in whom great confidence is placed, who persuade them to 
lay down their arms,' and return to their respective homes ; 
assuring them at the same time, that every pacifick endeavour 
should be made in order to have the powder replaced in 
the Magazine. They then convened a common hall, and 
in a very respectful manner, address his Lordship on the 
impropriety of his conduct in the affair of the powder ; 
entreating him at the same time to return it again to the 
Magazine, and thereby restore peace and order to the in- 
habitants of the Town. To which said address his Lord- 
ship was pleased to return a verbal answer, (being, it is 
said, peculiarly happy in expressing his sentiments with 
ease and propriety that way,) whereby it most evidently 
appears that his Lordship expressly avows the impropriety 
of his conduct in the removal of the powder, in promising, 
upon his " word and honour," that in case there should be 
an insurrection of the slaves, which be acknowledges there 
was cause to apprehend, he would then return the powder, 
on being allowed a half hour to do it in. The inconsis- 
tency of such an answer is so plain, that it needs no com- 
ment. In short, several gentlemen, who were dissatisfied 
with such an evasive, contradictory, and afTrontive answer, 
wait on his Lordship in person, and entreat him, as the 
representative of His Majesty here, as the Chief Magis- 
trate, and, above all, as a friend to peace and. order, to 
return the powder, and thereby quiet the fears and appre- 
hensions of the people, which he now positively refuses to 
do; assigning, as a reason for his strange and unwarrantable 
conduct, that the people of Williamsburgh had been in 



arms. 



But attend to his subsequent conduct, and see if it ac- 
cords with those pompous professions of regard for peace, 
order, and good government, and the happiness of the 
people (who are so unhappy as to be under his rule) which 
he would induce a belief are the grand objects of his care 
and study. Conscious that the people would no longer 
acquiesce in a behaviour in one moment so disingenuous 
and evasive, in another so disrespectful and irritating, he 
determined to fling off the mask, and bid defiance to their 
utmost efforts to regain the powder ; and therefore imme- 
diately began to arm his menial servants, who were, by 
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their lord and master's example, taught to look upon and 
treat the good people of this Country with the greatest 
indignity and contempt. Add to all this, that we had just 
heard that many of our worthy and noble friends, the guar- 
dians and zealous supporters of our liberty, were on the 
black list of American victims, destined to sacrifice, in order 
to appease those sanguinary wretches in power; and that, 
farther, we had received the long-feared and melancholy 
news, that the sword was now drawn by the King's Troops 
against our brethren the Bostonians, who were then bleed- 
ing in the common cause. Thus unhappily circumstanced 
on all sides, what does Mr. Henry to deserve those inglo- 
rious epithets, which are, though obscurely, yet most cer- 
tainly aimed principally at him, not only by his Lordship's 
candid and liberal Address to the Council, previous to the 
issuing of a former Proclamation, but by those also in 
exalted station, who, it was hoped from their affinity to our 
wrongs, and having received their birth here, would have 
entertained sentiments of a more generous and liberal kind, 
of those who are the produce of the same Country, and 
in loyalty and attachment to their gracious Sovereign, not 
an iota, I trust, inferiour to them. I repeat, what does Mr. 
Henry (matters being thus situated) to deserve the censure 
of his countrymen ? Why, like the vigilant guardian and 
protector of their constitutional rights and liberties, he was 
resolved, with proper assistance, by the force of arms, to 
effect a restitution of the powder, or an equivalent thereto, 
which had been, by low fraud and artifice, removed out of 
the Country's possession, and which he now was sorry to 
find pacifick measures were not likely to accomplish. This 
gentleman, therefore, by the advice and determination of 
the Hanover Committee, held at Newcastle the second in- 
stant, accompanied by many of his respectable and worthy 
countrymen, set out from Newcastle on their way to the 
capital, and were joined on their way down by several 
spirited gentlemen from different Counties. With what 
prudence and penetration Mr. Henry took his measures, and 
what they eventually produced, may be fully known by a 
reference to a publication of his conduct at large, in the 
proceedings of the Committee of Hanover County on the 
ninth instant; and, as the matter stands represented there, 
and which is incontrovertibly consistent with the real truth 
of the case, how then does his Lordship get his intelligence 
that this movement of Mr. Henry was to the great " ter- 
rourof all His Majesty's faithful subjects?" From whence 
does he learn that Mr. Henry had committed "acts of vio- 
lence?" Have any of those terrified " faithful subjects," 
on whom those acts of violence were committed, preferred 
their complaints before his Lordship, in order to obtain re- 
dress ? Or are these words inserted only to heighten or 
aggravate this supposed guilty conduct of Mr. Henry, in 
the opinion of those who cannot be, in all probability, from 
the remoteness of their situation, furnished with an impar- 
tial and fair state of the case ? The guilty, perhaps, might 
fear and tremble at an apprehension of the just vengeance 
of the incensed people, roused and provoked as they were 
by reiterated acts of oppression and tyranny ; but whether 
. the innocent Americans (of which, I thank Heaven, there 
is by far the greater majority) were terrified and frightened 
by this attempt of Mr. Henry to regain their property, I 
leave the candid part of mankind to determine, from the 
publication of the proceedings of the many Committees 
which have . sat on this occasion, as may be seen in the 
papers subsequent to this step taken by Mr. Henry. 

Thus much I have thought proper to lay before the 
publick, in vindication of the conduct of a gentleman who 
is now absent, and, as the advocate and steady friend of his 
Country, contending, I doubt not, for all that is precious 
and worth the preserving, to those who are by nature free, 
and who, by their laws and Constitution, have an indubi- 
table right to remain so, in opposition to every power on 
earth to make them otherwise. 

Had his Lordship, at this perplexed and unhappy junc- 
ture of affairs, steadily pursued that noble line of right 
which prudence and his duty had marked out to him ; had 
he evinced from his actions, in accordance to his profes- 
sions, that the happiness of the people which he ruled was 
his great object and care ; had he, like a good, virtuous, 
and great man, stepped in as a mediator in this unnatural 
struggle between Great Britain and her Colonies, and at- 
tempted to close, rather than by disingenuous misrepresent- 



ations, to widen the breach, I trust he would still have 
continued to receive that grateful tribute of applause which 
the people here have, on some late occasions, so cordially 
offered up to him. But from his late conduct, as held up 
to the world, what confidence can they place in him who has 
declared himself to be (and his actions manifest he is not in 
jest) their opposed and dangerous enemy? Brutus. 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE MANOR OF CORTLANDT, 
NEW-YORK. 

Manor of Cortlandt, May 19, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The dangerous innovations and infringe- 
ments attempted by certain mercenary Ministerial tools and 
infamous traitors (in this Manor) to their Country, who 
assume to themselves the name of loyalists, on the liberties 
of their fellow-subjects, have greatly alarmed the impartial 
friends of liberty herein. A fool, says an author, has great 
need of title; it teaches men to call him Count and Duke, 
and to forget his proper, name of fool. 

In a day when American pulse beats high for liberty ; 
when it is the subject of almost every publick paper, as 
well as topick of discourse, it might justly have been ex- 
pected that no American would be so hardy as to violate 
the rights of his fellow-subjects ; and if any such monster 
should appear in this land of liberty, that there would not 
be wanting advocates for so glorious and important a cause, 
as to expose those of its members who are trampling on 
the sacred rights of the people. 

I have waited with great impatience, expecting that 
some able hand would have undertaken the benevolent task 
to warn you to beware of the conduct of some of the basest 
villains that ever disgraced any society, and draw the atten- 
tion of the inhabitants to its danger; but finding that 
although now some months are elapsed since the com- 
mencement of the measures of these traitors, &c., yet none 
has appeared to sound the friendly alarm to the very indo- 
lent inhabitants, I have attempted what I so ardently 
wished might have been done by some more able hand. 
While we are straining every nerve to baffle foreign at- 
tempts to enslave us, surely it must be very criminal in the 
descendants of Britons, who ought to love life and liberty 
alike, to be so assiduous in exerting themselves to. enslave 
their fellow-subjects. 

It may not be improper to inform you, gentlemen, of the 
springs and motives which induce these principal movers 
to forget their duty to God, their fellow-countrymen, and 
their posterity. 

They, anxious to secure to themselves and their poster- 
ity power and authority, and to engross some offices or 
pensions from or under the Crown, have made a sacrifice 
of all publick virtue on the altar of self-interest. This 
desperate spirit it was that induced these traitors or merce- 
nary hirelings to exert their influence to bring about the 
detestable measures proposed by a certain paper handed 
about here last winter, entitled " The Loyalists' Test." 
But, happily for this Manor, this very dangerous scheme 
was disconcerted by some lovers of loyalty and liberty. 
For the men who would make such inroads on the liberties 
of the people, as they were aiming at, to gratify their thirst 
for power, and give Administration a high idea of their 
influence in this Manor, would, from the same principle, 
exert every nerve of influence to carry any ministerial man- 
date into execution, at the expense of the liberties of their 
fellow-countrymen. 

Can any judicious American son of liberty behold these 
traitors of their Country without the utmost abhorrence, by 
whose influence the more illiterate, and those who are unac- 
quainted with the principles of the present dispute, are so 
besotted as to resign their liberties into the hands of the most 
ambitious and designing fellows, who are aiming to make a 
merit with the Ministry by enslaving their fellow-country- 
men, and to aggrandise themselves and their- posterity ? 
Surely he cannot. If Charles the First deserved the axe,' 
and James the Second the loss of his Kingdom, for chang- 
ing the Constitution, and thereby trampling on the rights 
of their subjects, I leave you, my countrymen, to judge 
what punishment would be adequate to the crimes of these 
loyalists and their tools, who are aiming at the same by 
a sacrifice of all publick virtue, and the liberty of their 
Country. An Inhabitant. 
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COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE COMMITTEE OF SUPPLIES. 

Cambridge, May 19, 1775. 

G entlemen : Mr. Benedict Arnold having been author- 
ized and empowered to raise and furnish a number of men, 
not exceeding four hundred, to proceed against and reduce 
the garrison at Ticonderoga, with its dependencies, has, 
we find, in consequence 'of said commission, been supplied 
with fifteen oxen, by Mr. Thomas Wells Dickason; and 
this Committee being informed by said Dickason] that 
the Committee of Supplies wanted a certificate of said 
order and appointment, that they may with propriety dis- 
charge the order of said Arnold on the Committee of 
Safety, have handed this, presuming it may be sufficient 
to satisfy the Committee of Supplies of his (said Arnold's) 
appointment. We would observe that the above-mention- 
ed cattle are at Newport. You will give such directions 
respecting them as to you in your wisdom shall seem 
meet. We are, &c. 



BENEDICT ARNOLD TO THE MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY. 

Crown Point, May 19, 1775. 

Gentlemen: My last was of the 14th instant, by Mr. 
Romans, via New-Haven. I then acquainted you of the 
occasion of delay in not carrying your orders into execu- 
tion. The afternoon of the same day, being joined by 
Captains Brown and Oswald, with fifty men, enlisted on 
the road, they having taken possession of a small schooner 
at Skenesborough, we immediately proceeded on our way 
for St. John's, and at eight o'clock, P. M., the 17th instant, 
arrived within thirty miles of St. John's ; the weather prov- 
ing calm, manned out two small batteaus with thirty-five 
men, and the next morning, at six o'clock, arrived at St. 
John's, surprised and took a sergeant and his party of 
twelve men, the King's sloop, of about seventy tons, with 
two brass six-pounders and seven men, without any loss 
on either side. The Captain was gone to Montreal, and 
hourly expected with a large detachment for Ticonderoga, 
a number of guns and carriages for the sloop, which was 
just fixed for sailing ; add to this, there was a Captain of 
forty men at Chamblee, twelve miles distant from St. 
John's, who was expected there every minute with his 
party ; so that it seemed to be a mere interposition of Provi- 
dence that we arrived at so fortunate an hour. We took 
such stores on board as were valuable, and the wind prov- 
ing favourable, in two hours after we arrived, weighed an- 
chor for this place, with the sloop and four of the King's 
batteaus, having destroyed five others ; so that there is not 
left a single batteau for the King's Troops, Canadians, or 
Indians, to cross the Lake in, if they have any such inten- 
tion. 

1 must, in justice to Colonel Allen, observe that he left 
Crown Point soon after me for St. John's, with one hun- 
dred and fifty men, and on my return met him five leagues 
this side, and supplied him with provisions, his men being 
in a starving condition. He informed me of his intention 
of proceeding on to St. John's with eighty or one hundred 
men, and keeping possession there. It appeared to me a 
wild, impracticable scheme, and provided it could be car- 
ried into execution, of no consequence, so long as we are 
masters of the Lake, and of that I make no doubt, as I am 
determined to arm the sloop and schooner immediately. 

I wrote you, gentlemen, in my former letters, that I 
should be extremely glad tote superseded in my command 
here, as I find it next to impossible to repair the old fort 
at Ticonderoga, and am not qualified to direct in building 
a new one. I am really of opinion it will be necessary to 
employ one thousand or fifteen hundred men here this sum- 
mer, in which I have the pleasure of being joined in senti- 
ment by Mr. Romans, who is esteemed an able engineer. 
I am making all possible provision for wheel-carriages to 
carry such cannon, he. to Albany as can be spared here, 
and will be serviceable to our army at Cambridge. 

I must refer you for particutars to the bearer, Captain 
Jonathan Brown, who has been very active and service- 
able, and is a prudent, good officer ; and I beg leave to 
observe I have had intimations given me, that some persons 
had determined to apply to you and the Provincial Coh- 
a r ess, to injure me in your esteem, by misrepresenting mat- 
ters of fact. I know of no other motive they can have, 



only my refusing them commissions, for the very simple 
reason that I did not think them qualified. However, gen- 
tlemen, I have the satisfaction of imagining I am employed 
by gentlemen of so much candour, that my conduct will 
not be condemned until I have the opportunity of being 
heard. I am, with the greatest respect, gentlemen, your 
most devoted and very humble servant, 

Benedict Arnold. 
To the Committee of Safety, Cambridge. 

P. S. Enclosed is a memorandum of such cannon, Sic. - 
as I intend sending to Cambridge, also of such as are here. 
By a return from Montreal to General Gage, I find there 
are seven hundred and seventeen men in Canada, of the 
Seventh and Twenty-Sixth Regiments, including seventy 
which we have taken prisoners. 



A List of Cannon, tj-e., 
2 iron 24-pounders, 
1 do. do. useless, 

1 brass do. serviceable, 

4 iron 18-pounders, not examined, 
but appear good, 
14 iron 12-pounders, do. 

4 French do. useless, 
8 12 and 18 do. not examined, 

but appear good, 
7 long 9-pounders, double forti- 
fied, good, 
12 long 9-pounders, serviceable, 

2 do. do. mounted, 



taken at Crown Point. 

33 6 and 9-pounders, useless, 



7 9 and 12 do 
2 long G do. 

2 short G do. 

3 do. do. 
3 do. do. 
1 English 13-inch mortar, 

1 French do, 

2 do. 8-inch do. f- S 
2 8-inch howitzers. J "" "p 

111 



do. 
good, 
bad, 

not examined, 
useless, 



A List of Cannon, «Jc, taken at Ticonderoga. 



3 18-pounders 


good, 


19 swivels, good, 


2 French do. 


bad, 


2 wall pieces, good, 


2 12-pounders 


, good, 


2 French 12-pounders, bad, 


6 12 do. 


double fortified, 


1 13. inch mortar, and bed, good, 


good, 




I 7 do. do. good, 


2 12 do. 


useless, 


1 7-inch howitzer, good. 


12 9 do. 


good, 


— 


5 9 do. 


bad, 


86 


18 6 do. 


bad, 


= 


9 4 do. 


good, 


28 iron truck wheels, 


1 6 do. 


good, 


10 carriages, fit for use. 



N. B. I shall send to Cambridge the 24-pounders, 12 and E-pound- 
ers, howitzers, &c, as directed by Colonel Gridley. Four brass how- 
itzers in the edge of the Lake, and covered with water, cannot be come 
at at present. BENEDICT ARNOLD. 

Return of Ordnance Stores found at Ticonderoga. 



Species of Stores. 



Mortars, iron, and iron beds, < 



Iron ordnance, dismounted, 



Quality, 



Brass do. 
Petards, brass, 
Portfires, - - 



do. 



Ladles with staves, copper, 



Ladles without staves, 
Ladles for swivels, - 
Lintstocks with corks, 
Do. without, - 
Slow match, - . 



f 



Shot, 



Powder, whole barrels, 
Shells, ..... 



Round, - - - 

Fixed to wooden bolts. 
Quilted grape, . 

Ball, .... 

Quilted grape, 
Do. 



Fusees, fixed, 



Flints, - - 

Leaden aprons, ----., 

Crow-bar, 

Some other articles of little note. 
Engineers' stores, none. 



13-inch 

6i do. 

18 lbs. 

13 

12 

9 

6 

4 

4 
Patareroea 

3 lbs. 



Quantity. 



18 lbs. 
12 

6 

6 



18 lbs. 
12 

9 

6 

4 
12 

8 9-in. how. 
Lead, tons 
Iron, lbs. 

6 lbs. 
SwiVel 
Damaged 
Royal 
Grenades 
13-inch 
8 do. 
Royal 
Cohgrns 
Sorts 
Sorts 



4 
1 

12 

14 

6 

23 

29 

3 

2 

2 

42 

2 

1 

2 

12 

2 

9 

8 

100 
550 
240 

I 1,430 

165 

68 

9 

3,700 

100 

20 

28 

6 

906 : 

166 

168 

128 

240 

30,000 

27 

1 



By me, 
Ticonderoga, May 13, 1775. 



B. ROMANS, Engineer. 
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GENERAL WARD TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

May 19, 1775. 
Sir : It appears to me absolutely necessary that the Re- 
giments be immediately settled ; the officers commission- 
ed ; the soldiers numbered and paid, agreeable to what has 
been proposed by the Congress — if we would save our 
Country. I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

A. Ward. 
J. Warren, Esq., President of the Congress at Watertown. 



they would be pleased to give notice of the time and place 
of hearing, not only to the people of New-Hampshire, and 
others that are in the Army at Cambridge, or elsewhere, 
but also that the publick in general, and the inhabitants of 
the Town of Concord, in the Province of New- Hampshire, 
and the adjacent Towns in particular, be desired to attend 
or send in depositions of what they know relative to the 
affair. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, sball ever 
pray, &c, Benj. Thompson. 

Woburn, May 19, 1775. 



JAMES RUSSELL TO JOSEPH WARREN. 

Charlestown, May 19, 1775. 

Sir : I yesterday, by Major Fuller, Mr. Whittemore, 
and Mr. Bliss, received a Resolve of the Congress ap- 
pointing them a Committee to call on me to know whether 
1 have any of the publick moneys in my hands. In an- 
swer thereto, I would desire you, Sir, to inform the Provin- 
cial Congress, that the light money for several years past 
since the increase of light-houses, and more especially 
since the obstructions of the last year upon our trade, has 
not been sufficient to defray the expense of said houses ; 
and I have consequently been under a necessity to apply 
the money arising from the Impost for that purpose. Ever 
since I received the favours of my Country, in being cho- 
sen to the Impost Office, I have done all in my power in 
the discharge of my duty therein to their satisfaction. The 
means of procuring oil, by the unhappy and increasing 
troubles of our Country, appearing very uncertain and pre- 
carious, I have endeavoured to purchase as large a stock 
as I could ; and as the Impost Bill expired the first of 
March last, the publick moneys I have in my hands will 
not be more than sufficient to enable me to pay for the oil 
contracted for to complete for the present year. 

Your most humble servant, James Russell. 

Joseph Warren, Esq., President Provincial Congress. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

May 19, 1775. — A Committee of Safety was appointed 
by the Congress, consisting of the following persons, viz : 
Honourable Matthew Thornton, Doctor Josinh Barthtt, 
Esquire, Captain William Whipple, Nathaniel Folsom, 
Esquire, and Ebenezer Thompson, Esquire. 

May 23, 1775. — The Committee of Safety was empow- 
ered by vote of the Congress to recommend persons they 
think proper for Chaplains, Surgeons, and Surgeons' Mates, 
and also to procure proper forms for enlisting Soldiers. 

May 24, 1775. — Israel Morey and Samuel Ashley, 
Esquires, Captain Josiah Moulton, and Reverend Samuel 
Webster, were added to the Committee of Safety ; and said 
Committee was empowered to issue orders for enlisting 
men sufficient for one Regiment, in the same manner as is 
practised in the Massachusetts-Bay, and receive returns of 
men enlisted as is done there. 

Accordingly, the same day the Committee gave orders 
to Winborn Adams of Durham, Winthrop Rowe of Ken- 
sington, Henry Elkins of Hampton, Samuel Gilman of 
Newmarket, Philip Tilton of Kingston, Benjamin Tit- 
comb of Dover, Jonathan Wentworth of Somersworth, 
Jeremiah Clough of Canterbury, James Norris of Epping, 
and Zaccheus Clough of Poplin, to enlist each a Compa- 
ny; which orders, &c, were of the forms following: 



ABIJAH BROWN TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Watertown, May 19, 1775. 
Gentlemen : Agreeable to your order I have removed 
the cannon under my care at Waltham, to the Town of 
Watertown, and have delivered them to the Committee of 
Correspondence for the same Town ; and shall have my 
company in readiness to march to Cambridge to-morrow 
morning. I am, gentlemen, with much respect, your most 
obedient and most humble servant, Abijah Brown. 
To the Hon. the Committee of Safety, at Cambridge. 

' PETITION OF BENJAMIN THOMPSON. 

To the Honourable the Committee of Safety for the Col- 
ony of Massachusetts-Bay : 

The Petition o/Benjamin Thompson, Esq., of Concord, 
in the Province of New-Hampshire, humbly sheweth : 

That on Monday, the 15th instant, your petitioner was 
taken up and confined in this Town, upon suspicion of 
being inimical to the liberties of this Country ; and that in 
consequence of his being taken up, the Committee of Cor- 
respondence for the Town, after having given publick 
notice of the time and place of hearing, and desired all 
persons that could give evidence to attend, proceeded to an 
examination of the affair, agreeable to the recommendation 
of the Honourable Provincial Congress. But as no per- 
son appeared to lay any thing of consequence to his charge ; 
and as the Committee were not pleased either to acquit or 
condemn him ; and as his own personal safety, as well as 
the quiet and satisfaction of the publick, but more espe- 
cially of the people of New-Hampshire, depends on his 
having an acquittance after the most publick, thorough, 
and impartial examination, your petitioner humbly prays 
that the Committee of Safety would be pleased to take the 
matter into consideration, and examine the same ; and that 



1 In Committee of Safety, 

" Exeter, . . . 1775. 



s 



"To . . . . . . 

"Sir: You are hereby empowered immediately to en- 
list a Company, to consist of sixty-two able-bodied and 
effective men, well accoutred, including Sergeants, as Sol- 
diers in the New-Hampshire service, for the preservation 
of American liberty, and cause them to pass muster as soon 
as possible. ....... Chairman," 

"Exeter, . . . 1775. 

" Whereas you have this day received orders for enlist- 
ing sixty-two Soldiers well accoutred, including Sergeants, 
for the New-Hampshire service, for the preservation of the 
liberties of America, you are hereby acquainted that the 
commission of a Captain in said service shall be made out 
for you as soon as you have completed the said enlistment, 
and you will also be allowed to nominate two Subalterns 
to serve under you, who will receive commissions accord- 
ingly, if the Committee shall approve of them- 

" By order of the Committee of Safety : 

" . . . . . Chairman." 

The Enlistment. 

" We, the subscribers, do hereby severally solemnly 
engage and enlist ourselves as Soldiers in the New-Hamp- 
shire service for the preservation of the liberties of Ame- 
rica, from the day of our enlistment to the last day of 
December next, unless the service should admit of a dis- 
charge of a part or the whole sooner, which shall be at the 
discretion of the Committee of Safety, and we hereby 
promise to submit ourselves to all the orders and regula- 
tions of the Army, and faithfully to observe and obey all 
such orders as we shall receive from time to time from our 
Officers. ....... 

" . . . . 1775." 



NEW.HAMPSHIRE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. Towns, Parishes, and places respectively annexed to the 

At a Convention of Deputies from the several Towns S r everal " ame f S being returned to sit as Members in this 

in the Province of New-Hampshire, met at Exeter, the C ™ wntl0n > took theic «** accordingly, viz: 

17th day of May, 1775, the following persons from the Portsmouth. — Captain William Whipple, Captain Wil- 
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Ham Pearn, Samuel Cutts, Esquire, Samuel Sherburne, 

Captain Pierce Long. 
Newington. — Richard Downing, Esquire, Samuel Faban. 
Greenland. — Clement March, Esquire, Major William 

Weeks, Captain Nathan Johnson. 
Hampton. — Captain Josiah Moulton, Josiah Moulton, 3d. 
Exeter. — General Nathaniel Folsom, Colonel Nicholas 

Gilman, Colonel Enoch Poor. 
Stratham. — Deacon Stephen Boardman, Samuel Lane, 

Esquire. 
Southampton. — Benjamin Brown. 
Rye. — Samuel Knowles, Nathan Goss. 
Newcastle. — . . . . 
Newmarket. — Captain Jeremiah Folsom, Mr. Edward 

Parsons. 
Chester. — Stephen Morse, Captain Robert Wilson. 
Hampton-Falls. — Colonel Meshech Weare, Reverend 

Pain Wingate. 
Seabrook. — Henry Robie. 
Northampton. — Doctor Levi Dearborn, David Masten, 

Captain Abraham Drake. 
Kensington. — Captain Ezekiel Worthen. 
Epping. — Rev. Josiah Stearns, David Lawrence, Esq. 
Brentwood. — Samuel Dudley, Esquire, William Morrill, 

Esquire. 
Poplin. — Stephen Sleeper. 

Kingston and Hawk. — Josiah Barilett, Esquire. 
East Kingston.— Nathaniel Batchelder, Esquire, Major 

Jacob Gale. 
Sandown. — Jethro Sanborn, Esquire. 
Pembroke. — David Gillman. 
Deerfield. — Reverend Timothy Upham. 
Bow. — Benjamin Noyes. 
Hampstead. — Jonathan Carlton. 
Plaistow. — Major Joseph Welsh. 
Atkinson. — John Webster, Daniel Poor. 
Newtown. — Joseph Barilett, Esquire. 
New-Salem. — Caleb Dusten. 
Peeham. — James Gibson. 
Nottingham. — Major Joseph Cilley, Lieutenant Thomas 

Barilett. 
Epsom. — John McClary, Esquire. 
Raymond. — John Dudley, Esquire. 
Candia. — Samuel Moore, Esquire. 
Londonderry. — Matthew Thornton, Esquire, Mr. James 

McGregor. 
Concord. — Timothy Walker, Junior. 
Canterbury. — Reverend Abel Forster, Captain Jeremiah 

Clough. 
Chichester. — Captain John Cram. 

Dunbarton. — Colonel W 

Loudon. — Nathan Batchelder, Esquire. 

Northwood. — Sherburne Blake. 

Meredith. — Ebenezer Smith, Esquire. 

Durham. — George Frost, Esquire, Ebenezer Thompson, 

Esquire. 
Madbury. — John Wingate. 
Lee. — Joseph Sias, Esquire, Smith Emerson. 
Sanbornton. — Daniel Sanborn, Esquire. 
Moultonborough. — Adam Brown. 
Gilmanton. — Antepas Gilman. 
Rochester. — Deacon James Knowles, Colonel John 

McDuffee. 
Wakefield. — Nathaniel Balsh. 

Dover. — Capt. Shadrach Hodgdon, Capt. Stephen Evans. 
Somersworth. — Ichabod Rawlings, Esquire, Captain 

James Garvin. 
Litchfield. — Captain John Parker. 
Henniker. — Timothy Gibson. 
Cockbourn. — Captain Abijah Learned. 
Dunstable. — Jonathan Lovewell, Esquire, Joseph Ayers, 

Noah Loveivell. 
Merrimack. — Jacob McGaw. 
Boscawen. — Captain Henry Gerrish. 
Goffstown. — Moses Reille. 
North-Ipswich. — Richard Stephen Farrar. 
Amherst. — Paul Dudley Sergeant, Moses Parsons. 
Bedford. — James Martin. 
Temple. — Reverend Samuel Webster. 
Dunbarton.— Captain Caleb Page. 
Hopkinton. — Reverend Elijah Fletcher. 



Barrington. — Lieutenant Samuel Hayes. 

Windham. — Lieutenant John Dinsmore. 

Wilton. — Jonathan Martin, Jacob Abbot. 

Mason. — Amos Daken. 

Weare. — Samuel Page. 

Nottingham West. — Captain Abraham Page. 

Lyndsborough. — Ep. Putnam. 

New-Boston.- — Thomas Wilson. 

Hollis. — Colonel John Hale, Deacon Enoch Noyes, 

Samuel Hobart, Esquire. 
Peterborough. — William Smith, 
Plymouth, Campton, Rumney, and Newchester. — 

Abel Webster. 
Lyme. — Jonathan Child. 
Cockermouth. — Samuel Haselton. 
Orford. — Israel Morey, Esquire, Nathaniel Rogers. 
Hanover. — John Wheelock. 
Lebanon. — Nehemiah Eastabrook. 
Thornton.^— Matthew Thornton, Esquire. 
Plainfield. — Francis Smith. 
Westmoreland. — Joseph Willbore. 
Fitzwilliam. — Reverend Benjamin Bridgeham. 
Swansey. — Samuel Hill. 
Dublin. — Joseph Greenwood. 
Keene and Surry, — Timothy Ellis. 
Claremont. — Oliver Ashley. 
Cornish. — Samuel Chase, Esquire. 
Packerfield. — Dr. Nathaniel Breed, Eleazcr Twitchell. 
Walpole. — Thomas Sparhawk. 
Winchester. — Samuel Ashley, Esquire. 
Salisbury. — Matthew Pettingill. 
Charlestown. — William Haywood. 
Haverhill. — Captain Ephraim Weston. 
Piermont. — Captain Richard Young. 
Landaff. — Captain Nathaniel Hovey. 

Wednesday, May 17, 1775. 

The Members being called over and seated, proceeded 
as follows : 

Voted, That the Honourable Matthew Thornton, Esq., 
be President. 

Voted, That Ebenezer Thompson, Esq., be Secretary. 

Voted, That as Ebenezer Thompson, Esquire, the elect- 
ed Secretary, is not present, Samuel Cutts, Esquire, be 
Secretary pro tempore. 

At tbe desire of the Convention, the Reverend Mr. 
Stearns made a prayer. 

Voted, That those Members who did not produce cer- 
tificates be allowed to sit in Convention until the adjourn- 
ment ; and if they do not then produce them, to be ex- 
cluded. 

Voted, That the Reverend Mr. Stearns, Colonel Fol- 
som, Mr. President, George Frost, Esquire, Mr. Wheelock, 
Mr. Sparhawk, and the Reverend Mr. Webster, be a Com- 
mittee to, draw up Rules to be observed by the Members 
of this Convention while sitting, and present them as soon 
as may be. 

Voted, That the aforesaid Committee, together with, 
Mr. Whipple and Mr. Cutts, be a Committee to report 
what they think necessary to be done about establishing a 
Post-Office. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, eight o'clock in the morning. 

Thursday, May 18, 1775, A. M. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Voted, That the following Rules be adopted and ob- 
served by the Members of this Convention while sitting : 

" 1st. That no person speak without asking leave of, 
and addressing himself to the President. 

" 2. That no Member speak while another is speaking. 

" 3. That no Member should speak a second time upon 
a point, if another person who has not spoke before, should 
desire to speak. 

" 4. That no Member make a new motion upon a point, 
until that which is under consideration is determined. 

" 5. That there be silence among the other Members 
while any one is speaking. 

" 6. That no Member absent himself more than half an 
hour without permission from the President. 

" 7. That on any matter of importance under considera- 
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tion of this body, on the request of the Members of ten 
Towns, the determination thereof shall be put off to the 
next day of sitting. 

"8. That no Member speak without standing up." 

A Letter being received from flunking Wentworth, 
Esquire, Chairman of a Committee at Portsmouth, the 
same was read and ordered to lay. 

Voted, That a Post-Office shall be established at Ports- 
mouth, and that Samuel Penhallow, Esquire, shall be Post- 
master, and that he, together with the Members from 
Portsmouth, shall be a Committee to agree with a Post 
Rider or Riders. 

Voted, That John Hale, Esquire, be empowered in be- 
half of this Convention to proceed immediately to the City 
of Albany, or any other place he thinks proper, for the 
purpose of procuring Fire-Arms and Gunpowder for the 
use of this Province ; and as the scarcity of money and 
suddenness of the occasion hinders this Convention from 
supplying Colonel Hale with cash for the said purpose, if 
Colonel Hale can obtain credit for said articles, this Con- 
vention pledges their honour and faith to pay said money 
at the time agreed by Colonel Hale and the vender or 
venders of the same. 

Voted, That a number of men be raised in this Prov- 
ince to join in the common cause of defending our just 
rights and liberties. 

Voted, That Colonel Bartlttt, Captain Whipple, Col- 
one] Folsom, Mr. President, Reverend Mr. Webster, Rev- 
erend Mr. Stearns, Colonel Nicholas Gilrnan, Captain 
Page, Moses Parsons, Mr. Wheelock, Mr. Rollings, Rev- 
erend Mr. Farrar, Mr. Morey, Mr. Gregor, and Colonel 
Ashley, be a Committee to prepare and bring into this 
Convention a plan of ways and means for furnishing 
Troops, &lc. 

Voted, That the Reverend Mr. Wingate, Reverend 
Mr. Fletcher, and Mr. Samuel Sherburn, be a Committee 
to prepare a draught to be sent to the several Towns in 
this Province, respecting disputes about Tories. 

Adjourned till eight o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Friday, May 19, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The President being necessarily absent, 

Voted, That Samuel Cutis, Esquire, be President pro 
tempore. 

A Petition of Major Andrew 31c Clary, praying redress 
of sundry grievances ; read and ordered to lay for consider- 
ation . 

A Letter from Colonel John Stark, requesting a supply 
of Fire-Arms for the Soldiers under his command ; read 
and ordered to be put under the consideration of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

1. Voted unanimously, That the good and wholesome 
Laws of this Province be faithfully supported, and that all 
persons assist the Justices thereof in the due execution of 
their office. 

2. That in these times of general distress, it is recom- 
mended to the inhabitants of this Province, that they en- 
courage all Religfous Worship, and that they, by all means, 
discountenance all manner of vice, and especially the pro- 
fanation of the Sabbath, which is and has been a growing 
evil, and that all officers exert themselves for the above 
purpose. 

3. That it is enjoined on all Planters and Farmers that 
they paythe strictest attention to Agriculture, that, with 
the blessings of kind Heaven, the sore calamities of famine 
may not be added to our present distress ; and that to en- 
courage the Woollen Manufactory, they kill no Lambs 
before the first of August next ; likewise that they raise as 
much Flax as possible. 

4. That as the Linen and Woollen goods will be much 
in demand, it is recommended that those who have abilities 
employ all persons who are acquainted with those manu- 
factures ; likewise, that extravagance and dissipation of 
every kind be discountenanced. 

5. That encouragement be given for the making of Salt- 
petre, by granting a Bounty of One Shilling per pound for 
the first hupped weight ; and that the said Bounty be con- 
tinued as lone; as this Congress shall think proper. 

6. That whereas many persons, who, through inadver- 



tency, wilful malice, or immoderate heat, have thrown out 
many opprobrious expressions respecting the several Con- 
gresses, and the methods of security they have thought 
proper to adopt, and thereby have made themselves obnox- 
ious to the inhabitants of this Province, it is therefore re- 
commended that the Committees of the several Towns 
have a watchful eye over all such persons; and they shall 
be the proper persons only to take cognizance thereof, and 
that their result be final ; and that proper complaint being 
made to either of the Committee, they make the most 
speedy and critical inquiry thereof, in order to prevent riots 
and mobs, and that they discountenance the same. 
Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Met according to adjournment, 

The Convention being informed that a Committee from 
the Convention of the Massachusetts-Bay were waiting to 
deliver a message to this Convention, 

Voted, That Mr. President, Colonel Folsom, Colonel 
Bartlett, Captain Whipple, Mr. Cutis, Mr. Stearns, and 
Captain. McDuffee, be a Committee to wait on those 
gentlemen, and introduce them into the Convention, and 
further converse with them relative to their mission. 

The Honourable Joseph Gerrish, Esquire, and Colonel 
Ebenezer Sawyer, a Committee from the Massachusetts 
Congress, were introduced and delivered a Letter to the 
President from the President of the Congress, together 
with a copy of an application by them made to the Conti- 
nental Congress, both of which are on file. 

Voted, That the Selectmen of the respective Towns 
where the persons enlisted under Colonel Start: , who are 
destitute of Fire-Arms, belong, be desired to procure the 
same and forward them to the persons so destitute, and if 
such Towns cannot furnish them, Colonel Stark, or any of 
the Officers under him, are desired to purchase the same, 
and upon a just account thereof being rendered to this 
Convention, it shall be allowed and paid. And Colonel 
Stark is desired, as soon as circumstances will permit, to 
transmit to this Convention what shall be done in conse- 
quence of this Vote ; and every Soldier supplied as afore- 
said is required to give a receipt for such Fire-Arm that 
he will, at his dismission from the service, return the same, 
or have the value thereof deducted out of his. wages. 

Voted, That Mr. Enoch Poor, Captain Ezekiel 
Worthen, and Colonel Nicholas Gilrnan, be a Com- 
mittee to fix immediately on Carriages fit for the field 
eight Cannon, out of such as they think most serviceable 
among those that may be found for that purpose. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight o'clock. 

Saturday, May 20, 1775, A. M. 

Met according to adjournment, and came to the follow- 
ing Resolutions, viz : 

Whereas by the late Acts of the British Parliament, 
and conduct of the Ministers in pursuance thereof, it ap- 
pears very evident that a plan is laid and now pursuing to 
subjugate this and the other American Colonies to the 
most abject slavery, and the late hostilities committed by 
the British Troops in our sister Colony of the Massachu- 
setts-Bay, leaves us no doubt in determining that no other 
way is left us to preserve our most darling rights and ines- 
timable privileges but by immediately defending them by 
arms. Reduced, therefore, by this most terrible necessi- 
ty, this Convention, after the most solemn deliberations 
thereon, have, 

1. Resolved, That it is necessary to raise immediately 
two thousand effective Men. in this Province, including 
Officers and those of this Province already in the service, 
and that the time from their enlistment continue to the 
last day of December, unless the Committee of Safety 
should judge it proper that a part or the whole be dis- 
charged sooner. 

2. That every Member pledge his honour and estate, 
in the name of his constituents, to pay their proportion of 
maintaining and paying the Officers and Soldiers of the 
above number while in their service. 

3. That application be made immediately to the Conti- 
nental Congress for their advice and assistance respecting 
means and ways to put the above plan into execution. 

4. That the^establishment of Officers and Soldiers shall 
be the same as in the Massachusetts-Bay. 
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5. That the Selectmen of the several Towns and Dis- 
tricts within this Colony be desired to furnish the Soldiers, 
who shall enlist from their respective Towns and Districts, 
with good and sufficient Blankets, and render their accounts 
to the Committee of Supplies. 

6. That if it should appear that the above number of 
men is not our full proportion" with the other Governments, 
that this Convention will be ready to make a proper addi- 
tion for that purpose. 

'Voted, That the thanks of this Convention be given to 
the persons who took away and secured for the use of this 
Government, a quantity of Gunpowder, from the Castle 
called William and Mary, in this Province. 

Voted, That Colonel Thornton, Colonel Bartlctt, Cap- 
tain Whipple, Colonel Folsom, and Ebcnezcr Thompson, 
be a Committee of Safety, and that their Instructions be 
deferred until next week. 

Voted, That Colonel Nicholas Oilman, Samuel Cutis, 
Esquire, Ichabod Rawlings, Esquire, Mr. Timothy Walker, 
Junior, Doctor John Giddinge, Mr. Thomas Sparhawk, 
and Colonel John Hale, be a Committee of Supplies, and 
that the giving them necessary Instructions be deferred 
until next week, 

Voted, That Colonel Nicholas Oilman and Mr. Poor 
be a Committee to sell any quantity of Gunpowder, not 
exceeding four barrels, to such frontier Towns in this 
Province as they shall think most need it. 

Voted, That the Reverend Mr. Stearns, the Reverend 
Mr. Webster, and Mr. Josiah Moulton the third, be a Com- 
mittee to make a .draught of a Letter in answer to one re- 
ceived from the Congress of the Massachusetts-Bay, as 
also a Letter to the Continental Congress, and lay the same 
before this Convention as soon as may be. 

Adjourned to Monday next, three o'clock in the after- 
noon. , 

Monday, May 22, 1775, P. M. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The President being absent, 

Voted, That Colonel Folsovi be President pro tempore. 

The Secretary being absent, 

Voted, That Thomas Sparhawk be Secretary pro tem- 
pore. 

Voted, That John Ackerman be brought before this 
body for examination. 

Voted, That the examination of John Ackerman, Ben- 
jamin Hart, and John Pierce, be referred to the Commit- 
tees of Portsmouth, Greenland, and Rye, and that if they 
find any thing worthy of notice, they make report to this 
body as soon as may be. . 

Voted, That John Ackerman be committed to Jail, and 
there remain until to-morrow morning. 

Voted, That Major Samuel Hobart and Mr. Enoch 
Poor be Muster Masters for the present, and that they 
repair to Cambridge, as soon as may be, and the places 
'thereabouts in the Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, 
and regularly muster all the men enlisted in the several 
Companies in the Regiment commanded by Colonel John 
Stark, and that no men be accepted but those who are 
able-bodied effective men ; also to inquire if any other 
men are enlisted by any other person or persons, and 
muster them, if any there be, and receive such only as 
are good effective men, and inform the Officers by whom 
such men are enlisted, that they immediately repair to the 
Committee of Safety at Exeter, there to represent the 
matter and receive instructions. 

Voted, That it be left discretionary with the Muster 
Masters, how long men that have already enlisted into the 
Province service unarmed, shall continue there ; and that 
those gentlemen are desired to make inquiry where Pro- 
visions, Chirurgeon's Instruments, and Medicine can be 
procured, and upon what terms ; also that they be desired 
to obtain the Rules of the several Committees of Safety 
and Supplies; and further to inform the Committee or Con- 
gress that there is a Post Office established at Exeter, and 
to know if their Post Rider, who comes to Haverhill, will 
proceed to the Post Office here ; and report to the Con- 
vention as soon as may be. 

Voted., That the two thousand men this_.body have 
agreed to raise be equally divided into three Regiments. 



Voted, That Colonel Fenton be desired personally to 
appear and inform this body concerning the subject-matter 
of his Letter to the people of the County of Grafton. 

Adjourned till to-morrow eight o'clock, A. M. 

Tuesday, May 23, 1775, A. M. 

Voted, That the Secretary prepare a List of the Dele- 
gates to keep a proper account of their daily attendance. 

Voted, That there be a Post Office in Exeter. 

Voted, That the Reverend Mr. Farrar, Mr. Sparhaivk, 
and Mr. Edward Parsons, be added to the Committee for 
preparing a Letter to the Continental Congress. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Voted, That Colonel Nathaniel Folsom be appointed 
to take the general command of the men that may be 
raised, or are already raised in this Government, for this 
season. 

Voted, That Josiah Moulton, 3d, be added to the Com- 
mittee of Supplies. 

Voted, That there be procured some suitable person to 
officiate as Chaplain to each Regiment in the service. 

Voted, That there be a Surtreon and Surgeon's Mate 
procured for each Regiment. 

Voted, That it be left to the Committee of Safety to 
recommend persons they think proper for Chaplains, Sur- 
geons, and Surgeon's Mates. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety procure proper 
forms for enlisting Soldiers, &ic. 

Voted, That Colonel Nicholas Gilman be Treasurer and 
Receiver-General of this Colony, and that he, with two 
sufficient sureties, give bond to the Honourable Matthew 
Thornton, Esq., President of this Congress, or his succes- 
sor in that office, for the faithful discharge of his trust. 

Voted, That there be raised, levied, and paid by the 
inhabitants of this Province, in the same proportion as was 
last used in levying and proportioning the Taxes of this 
Province, the sum of Three Thousand Pounds, lawful 
money, and paid unto Nicholas Gilman, Esq., of Exeter, 
as Treasurer appointed by this Convention, by the first day 
of November next. 

Voted, That all Officers and Soldiers employed in the 
service shall be taxed as other persons are, according to 
their ability. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock in the morning. 

Wednesday, May 21, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety recommend three 
persons for Field-Olficers in the Regiment now to be 
raised. 

Voted, That it be recommended to the several Towns 
in this Government to encourage Manufactures in general, 
and that of Fire-Arms in particular. 

Voted, That there be added to the Committee of Safety 
one from the County of Hillsborough, one from Cheshire, 
and one from Grafton. 

Voted, That Mr. Enoch Poor be the first in command 
in the Second Regiment to be raised, under Colonel Fol- 
som; Captain John McDuffee to be second, and Captain 
Joseph Cilley the third. 

Voted, "That Mr. Cutis, Mr. Wheelock, and Mr. Walk- 
er, be a Committee to examine into the state of our late 
Treasurer, Doctor Giddinge's Account. 

Voted, That Israel Morey, Esq., be one of the Com- 
mittee of Safety. 

Voted, That Captain Josiah Moulton be one of the 
Committee of Safety. 

Voted, That Mr. James McGregory be added to the 
Committee of Supplies. 

Voted, That the same forms for enlisting men in the 
several parts, to be used here as in the Massachusetts-Bay, 
mutatis mutandis. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety be empowered to 
issue orders for enlisting men sufficient for one Regiment, 
in the same manner as is practised in the Massachusetts- 
Bay ; and receive returns of men enlisted, in the. same 
manner as there. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, eight o'clock in the morning. 
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Thursday, May 25, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Pbted, That Messrs. Samuel Sherburn, Pierce Long, 
John Dudley, Esq., be a Committee to bring in a draught 
empowering the Committee of Safety and Committee of 
Supplies to act in the recess of this Congress ; and also to 
recommend to this body some suitable person for a Com- 
missary. 

Voted, That the Rev. Mr. Farrar and the Rev. Mr. 
Stearns be added to the above-mentioned Committee. 

Voted, That Moses Emerson, Esq., be Commissary for 
the Army. 

Voted, That the Congress sit by adjournment from day 
to day, till the return of the Committee from Cambridge. 

Friday, May 26, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Voted, The following Instructions to the Committee of 
Safety : That the Committee of Safety be empowered and 
directed, in the recess of the Congress, to take under their 
consideration all matters in which the welfare of the Prov- 
ince in the security of their rights shall be concerned, ex- 
cept the appointment of the Field-OfHcers, and take the 
utmost care that the publick sustain no damage ; and that 
they act in the following manner : 

1st. That they see to it that whatever plans have been 
determined upon by the Congress to be immediately carried 
into execution, which have not been entrusted to the man- 
agement of any particular persons or Committee, shall be 
executed by such persons, and in such ways, as the Com- 
mittee shall judge best. 

2d. If any exigence not provided for by the Congress re- 
quires immediate attention — such as marching Troops raised 
to repel an invasion in any part, or directing the motions of 
the Militia within the Province, or without the Province, 
with their own consent for the same purpose ; or make use 
of any special advantage for securing Military Stores, or 
securing any important Post, or preventing our enemies 
from securing advantageous Posts, or from obtaining Mili- 
tary Stores or Provisions — immediately they shall take the 
most prudent and effectual method to accomplish the above 
and similar purposes. 

3d. That they be and hereby are empowered and direct- 
ed to apply to the Committee of Supplies for the necessary 
Stores, Provisions, &c, for the effectual carrying the afore- 
said Instructions into execution. 

Voted, That a copy of Colonel Fenton's Letters which 
have been read in Congress ; also, a copy of a Letter from 
the Congress to Colonel Fenion, be sent to the Towns of 
Portsmouth, Greenland, and Rye. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Voted, That a Company, not exceeding sixty men, in 
the Northwesterly parts of this Colony, be forthwith en- 
listed, to be ready to act as occasion may require ; that at 
present a small party of them, not exceeding ten men at a 
time, be employed to guard the passes and gain intelligence ; 
and that those only who are in actual service shall be un- 
der pay ; and that the enlisting and further directing them 
be referred to the Committee of Safety. 

Voted, That the Committee of Supplies be empowered 
and directed to furnish the Commissary with whatever Mil- 
itary Stores and Provisions the Committee of Safety shall 
think necessary. And that they and each of them be em- 
powered to take up such Stores, fcc, on the faith of this 
Colony, on the best terms, and from such person or per- 
sons as they can procure them ; and also that they, or the 
major part of them, be empowered to borrow, on the faith 
of this Colony, any sum not exceeding Ten Thousand 
Pounds, lawful money, as the Committee find necessary, 
to answer the directions from the Committee of Safety. 
And this Convention, for themselves and constituents, plight 
their faith and estates to said Committee of Supplies, as 
their bondmen to all intents and purposes, for the payment 
of whatever sum they hire or borrow in consequence of 
this Vote. 

Adjourned to Wednesday, ten o'clock, A. M. 

,. Wednesday, May 31, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Voted, That the division of the two thousand men raised 



and to be raised in this Colony, into Regiments and Com- 
panies, be referred to the Committee of Safety, for them 
to report their opinion to the Congress as soon as may be. 
Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Committee of Safety reported as their opinion, that 
the two thousand men be divided into three Regiments, and 
each Regiment into ten Companies, as equally as can con- 
veniently be done. 

Voted, That the foregoing Report be received, and that 
the Regiments and Companies be divided accordingly. 

Voted, That the enlisting men in this Colony by per- 
sons belonging to any other, is a wrong measure, and ought 
to be discouraged. 

A Petition being read, signed by twelve persons, praying 
that James Read, Esq., might not be commissioned in the 
Army, as he had, heretofore, shown himself inimical to the 
liberty of his Country ; and no person appearing to prove 
or enforce the Petition, voted that it be dismissed. 

Voted, That the thanks of this Congress be given to the 
party who this day have removed sundry Cannon from the 
sea-coast in this Colony, to the Town of Portsmouth, and 
to Doctor Hall Jackson in particular, for assisting in the 
matter and bringing us the inteUigirJce. 

Voted, That Major IJobart be Muster-Master to muster 
Captain Adams's Company. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, eight o'clock. 

: Thursday, June 1, 1775. 7 

Voted, Thaj two Companies, as soon as they can be 
properly mustered and equipped, be sent to guard the sea- 
coast for the present. 

Voted, That the two Companies. first equipped and mus- 
tered, be sent to guard the sea-coast. ._ .. r "~ 

Voted, That there be three Field-Officers appointed for 
each Hegiment, exclusive of t{ie General Office rs^ 

The complaint of Joseph Reille against Major Hobart, 
read and considered. . : 

Voted, That the Petition or complaint Be dismissed.: 

Voted, That Major Hobart be empowered to administer 
the same - oath to Soldiers in the common"sefvice, as has 
been taken in the Massachusetts service. 

Voted, That James Reed, Esq., lie lippoirifecf Colonel 
of a Regiment. .'~~~ ~ 7^~ _~]- = 

Voted, That Israel Grj/mah, Esc^., be appointed Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of Colonel Reed's Regiment, 

Voted, That Nathan Hale be Major oT th e af oresaid 
Regiment. - .. i... - ■■'■'.- ■ ^r^- 

Whereas in the course of the present disputes it may 
be necessary to import on the risgof the Colony a quan- 
tity of Military Stores: ."■". ~- ^e^;-' ■-;:.- ~ . 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be, arrd they 
hereby are empowered and directed to import or cause to 
be imported from any place whatever, such and so many 
Stores aforesaid, not exceeding the value of three thousand 
Pounds, lawful money, and the same to risk at their discre- 
tion, with or without making insurance on the vesselsor 
cargoes which may be so employed, sent out, or imported." 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety be empowered to 
give out Enlisting Orders to ten persons to enlist each a 
company of sixty-two Soldiers, including non-commis- -_ 
sioned officers, to make a Regiment, to be under the com- 
mand of Colonel James Reed. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Portsmouth, together 
with Captain Ezelciel Worthen, be desired to. provide a 
number of Fascines ; and also to procure proper Carriages 
for those Guns removed from Jerry's Point; and also such 
other materials as they may think necessary for erecting a 
Battery to hinder the passage of Ships up to the Town; 
and also that they endeavour, if it can be done with secrecy 
and safety, to get what Shot may be at the Fort at New- 
castle ; and that all those matters be done with the utmost 
secrecy the matter w-ill allow of, and then determine upon 
some suitable place for a Battery, where the materials, when 
completed, may suddenly be removed to. 

Whereas his Excellency the Govemour of this Colony, 
in calling a G eneral Assembly, to meet at Portsmouth in 
February last, required three new Town? that had never 
sent Merrdjers before to elect persons to represent them in 
said Assembly, and as said Assembly are to sit by adjourn- 
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rhcnt'onthe lgth instant, this Congress are of opinion that 
the Governour's assuming the right of sending to such new 
Towns, , as he thinks^ fit .. wjjljput concurrence; of the other 
branches of the Legislature, is unconstitutional and subver- 
sive of tlnrrights and privileges of the good people of this 
Colonjv andjthe establishing such a precedent may leave 
rpom for _some_ .designing Governour to occasion a very 
partial representation of the people by sending to small 
Towns, and omitting large ones with many other evils: 

Therefore do resolve further, That it is the opinion of 
Congress, that the persons called and elected as aforesaid, 
ought not to be allowed a seat in the House of Tiepresent- 
atives of this. Colony. 

Adjourned till to-moxrow morning, eight o'clock. 

-.'■■- . :' --;,",-;.';,.. ,- PHd */, Jllne 2, 1 7 75. 

Met accqrdjng to adjournment. 

Voted, That the Committee of Supplies be desired to 
a PPJy> ancTobtain the quantity and quality of the Powder 
brought from the Fort William and Mary, also take it into 
their possessio'n, and lay the state of it before the Com- 
mittee oCSajfity. 
- .Adjourned till three o'clock, P. M. 



Met according to adjournment, three o'clock, P. M. 
An Address to the inhabitants of this Colony, voted 

and is on file. 

i* 

- ■ -. *- " ' j.*l'~ Saturday, June 3, 1775. 

Met; according to adjournment. 

Voted, An Address to the Congress of New-York re-' 
specting the Fort at Ticonderoga, and our sending Men 
upon the Frontiers, &c. 

Voted, An Address to the Congress at Watertown re- 
• specting the same. " .■-"--' * 

Voted, An Address to the Colony of Connecticut re- 
specting the same. 

Voted, Kx^ Address to the Continental Congress re- 
specting the Fort at Ticonderoga, Sic. -.----_ 

Voted, An Address to "our Delegates, John Sullivan 
and John Z,angdon, Esquires, respecting the same. 

Copies' of all which o_n file. ._■_ 

Voted, That John Stark be the Colonel of, the First 
Regiment. 

Voted, , That Isaac Wyman he Lieutenant-Colonel of 
the.samejRegiment. 

Voted, That Andrew McClary be Major of the Third 
Regimen^ - --■".' . , V- 

Voted, That Thursday fortnight be recommended as a 
day of Fasting and Prayer in this Colony. ■ 

Vote'd, Th^tGemxalTFolsom.ss Brigadier-General and 
first commander of .the New-Hampshire Forces, under' 
theioq;rn;aj.4er-j^ Army, be 

allowedtBe^am^awes as*a Brigadier-General shall receive 
in the Mms^U?MteMry'iGe, hoth as General. and comman- 
der;pf a.Kegiment, whjlejn j actual service, and that he have 
no particular Regim_enl of his own., but equally command 
all the New-Jfampshire Forces ; and that ten Companies 
of the Regiment, of sixty-two metr each, now at Medford, 
in the Provinqe, .of the Massachusetts-Bay, be the first or 
oldest Regiment. -^ -.:,., ... _ 

WliereasTat 'We particular Jesire of the people on the 
western. ..feo'n tiers oi". this "Colony, a vote was passed by 
this Congfess the 26th instant, to raise a Company of sixty 
merr,~jrnder such dTrectidfls; and restrictions , as is therein' 
expressed; ancT jd their special request it is now thought 
necessiry^RT a lter Ibaf establishment, and . augment the 
number: -^ -~ --~s^^ : ^t: ",-;;,:- : '". 

Therefore, voted, That °a' Company of sixty men" he 
Raised of Jhjy£jj.abh^ntJ H of said frontiers, to be commis- 
si on)|d by the Committee p? Safety ; and that they, and two 
Companies out;; of the two thousand men raised in. this 
Colony, "be staiibnecl as "jpon;as the Committee ^of Sup- 
plies procure Stores /or them, by the Committee of Safety 
on said frontiers, and renialnijntif further orders. ■ 



-:V\~- ~- '" Monday, June 5, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment, thre.e o'clock, P. M. ' 
But few Members-present, adjourned till tomorrow, at 
eight o'clock^ 7 "■ / C '..'''. Y : ^ 
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;; , . -Tuesday, June (f, 1775. 

- Met according to adjournment. . ~. 

Voted, That all Officers and Soldiers .of tiffs' New- , 
Hampshire Army, now raising for the defence and security 
oTthe rights and liberties of this and our sister Colonies in 
America, shall each and [every of them (excepting the 
General Officers^) repeat and take the following oath, viz: 
"I, A B, swear I will truly and faithfully serve in the 
New-Hampshire Troops to which I belong, for the defence 
and security of the estates, lives, and liberties of the good 
people of this and the sister Colonies of America, in op- 
position to jnjnisterial tyranny by which they are or may 
be r oppressed, and to all other enemies and opposers what- - 
soever; that! will adhereto the Rules and Regulations of 
said Army, observe and obey the General and other offi- 
cers i set over me"," "and disclose and make knownjo said 
officers air traitorous conspiracies", attempts, and designs? 
whatsoever, which I shall know to be made.against said 
Army, or any of the English American Colonies. So help 
me God." • 'J'l _ -1 r_£; 

" Voted, To raise one Artillery Company, to be at Ports-, 
mouth. 

Voted, That .the Committee of S afety look out and 
commission the best_men they can find, as officers, of the 
said Artillery Company. -._.i_. ....._ .^. ' 

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. ,. 

-Met according to adjournment. 

..Whereas a vote passed on the third instant., respecting 
General. Fplsom's wages, and I that of. ranking Colonel 
Stark's. Regiment:" Voted, That that part "of said "vote, " 
which respects General Folsom's wages, be reconsidered; 
and instead thereof, voted that General Folsom, "as "chief 
commander of the New-Hampshire Forces, under; the 
Commander- in-CJiief of the : New-England Forces, be" 
ajlowed the wages of a Colonel of aTftegiment, and such 
Other allowances as this Convention may think proper here- 
after. " " . ■;-- ^-^v-^e^tt^^ 

- ■ Voted, That Captain Elkiiis's . Company^ be for thepre- 
sent placed upon the sea-coast.; ;_ ~ ;_.. •_..'.".". .Lz„.. 
_ Voted, That the Proclamation Tor a Fast "on _thTS2d 
instant be senj to tie press, and from thence_senrto all 
the.Tpwns in the.Colony. ■ - ~- ";^ 1 -_- : --^-^ _■'■■■■ 

Voted, That the Artillery Company consist of sixty- ' 
five men, mcTudinglifncere," tobe at Portsmouth. ___" 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety appoint Mjister 
Masters. .,,.;-.," '._■_.:.. .v : ^.^..^g^^^pi^sS;: r 
.Adjotirned till eight "o'clock to-rw5rro\v;"'j.. : ~~7"™j' : " ' 

-•■"'"- - - - - ^ . . ^ }5"4n.eM a yi Juno "t\ 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. ?.,.,. 

Voted, That every transaction which this "Convention 
thinks expedient should be kept ara profound secret, we 
do hereby solemnly promise and oblige ourselves "strictly 
to conform to, and not communicate upoTT^y- pretence 
whatsoever, unless by leave of thlsCongrfiss. ■ - ■ - 
-Adjourned till eight o'clock to-morrovr. " 

I Thursdiy, June 8, 1775 

Met according to adjournment. 

¥ ot <i ( h A" ^^ c '. rcs f to. the inhabitants of this Colony be 
sent. to. the press, respecting lenity by creditors to their 
debtors, &c. - -~ : 

Colonel Hale returned, got no Powder or Small-Arms, 
but gives us great encouragement that we shall, have some 
soon from, the Sou thern Colon ies ; aTtd that Pow ; der is m ade 
at Philadelphia in sucTr quantities, thaLtvv,ahun^ed barj-els 
j s . m ?^ in a day ; and that Provigibl^M^lent^anff^cheap 
\njComectim(, and that quantitjei af? Tfow trahsportirrg to 
Cambridge. r: _ .•'""■■'.'■ . . "l..:./"";:.-^'^".^. .:"._. . .. : 

Adjourned till three o'clock. ■' -p"-'"-"^''" " 

Met according to adjournment. ~; ,r *;]-■■' y _- k --*z~\ '-" '- '.' 
Voted, That Captain_.Pag-e and 7 Colonef Stark, from 
Dunbarpn, have a hearing before this Conventign the 
second day of sitting, affty- adjournmeTi"t L for any time longer 
than from Saturday to Monday, _ "."' "1 . -, 

Voted, Tjiat the sdth of Fijty Pounds, be paid "by the 
Treasurer of t8s;Cpfany to any inhabitanf of said Colon v 



who shall manylacture "thg .largest quantity ofSaltpelre, 
not less than one hundred weight, within one year from this 
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dater also the .sum of six pence per pound for every pound 
above t§n° pound (excepting that person who receives the 
•bounty of fifty Pounds) manufactured by any person within 
said Colony,- in the said year, and that the Committee of 
Supplies be directed and empowered to examine any quan- 
tity : bflered7 and to draw on the Treasurer agreeable to this 
RespJveToFsorneother Committee who shall be particu- 
larly empowered for this purpose. 

: Whereas ITnumber of the Towns of this Colony have 
not yetpaid intolhe hands of George Jaffrey, Esq., their 
ProvraEBTTax^.^ 

iSsofe 7 ^ Tliat "tfie Constables and Collectors of said 
Town's Jie,"and hereby are directed to pay said money into 
the H¥ds"bf Colonel" Nicholas Oilman , Receiver- General 
for the Colony of New-Hampshire, who is authorized to 
recetvearrd give receipts for the same. 

Fojejr,Tlmt Deacon Samuel Books be Postmaster for 
this; Tow rK „ „„ ._„ .... 

Adjourned till eight o'clock to-morrow. 

~ rr j = r^/2:-; "* ' ~ Friday, June 9, 1775. 

F5I<77Tbat Ebenezer Thompson, Esquire, and Colonel 
"Ni cholas ■ GJlmdn , be a Committee to procure the plates, 
and^seijIS^Nste^struck off. Adjourned to three o'clQck. 

Met according to adjournment. 
„ Resolved: That the Receiver-General of this Colony, 
VppointeHTSy this Congress, be Hereby empowered to give 
his n otes of hand onjtbe faith of the Colony, payable to 
the possessor, for the sum of Ten Thousand and Fifty 
Pounds, of the present currency, or lawful money, to be 
paidTnTp the Treasury aforesaid by~Ti Tax on the" polls and 
estates - ?/ the inhabitants of this Colony, in the following 
mamjMjjvizJ^ foar thousand Pounds ..to be paid by the 
twentieth JJecemhef, which will Be in the year of our Lord 
17lff,'ana~six" per" cent", interest, from. tlie. date ; and the 
sunt pf three thousand Pounds the twentieth December , 
1777t andlbree".thousand_and_| fifty Pounds the twentieth 
December, 1773. And the_ said" notes shalf be struck by 
copper-plate, to~be engraved under the direction of this 
Congress Tor the several sums following, to Complete "said 
'sunt of Ten Thousand_ and Fifty Pounds, viz: Six thou- 
sand Pounds in. Eorty Shilling notes ; three th.on.35nd Pounds 
in Twenty Slitlling notes ;nine hundred Pounds hi. Six 
Shilling hbtesfand one Hundred and fifty Pounds, in One 
Sinking notes"; "and the form, of said, notes to be in ihe.foj- 
Io\ving"words, with such other devices as may be ordered 
"by thlTCbngress, viz : _ 

"''CcYorly 6T New-rfampshire, ) 
N"i, ."",".; June 20, 1775. J 



without interest, if so paid before the said twentieth, day of 
December, A. D. 1 77-. - 

S. T. N..G. 

And the Treasurer or Committee who shall number the 
same, shall fill the blank left for time. of payment in a num- 
ber of bills sufficient to complete four thousand Pounds, 
with the figure 6, and number to complete three thousand 
Pounds with the figure 7, and the remainder with the figure 8. 
And the said Notes, when brought unto said Receiver-Gen- 
eral and paid by him, shall, after the said time fixed, for 
payment, be burnt to ashes in the presence of the_Congress 
of this Colony. 

3,000 40s. is . £6,000 

3,000 20s. is 3,000 

3,0P0 6s. is 900 " . 

3,000 Is. is 150 



«-The possessor of this note shall be entitled to receive, 
out of the Treasury of this Colony, the sum of ... 
Shillings, lawful money, on the twentieth of December, 
177-7 with interest at the rate of six per cent, per annum ; 
and this note shall be received in all payments at the Trea- 
sury at any time after the date hereof, for the principal sum, 



■ - £10,050_ lawful money. 
Adjourned to eight o'clock to-morrow. 

I. Saturday, June 10, 1775. 

. Voted, That all Bills of.CredjLQn.iheTaith pQhe Colo-; 
ny of the Massachusetts-Bay, have a free currency in this 
Colony of New-Hampshire. ; :1 ; _ . ... .- 

Voted, That the President, of. the Congress be empowered 
tb sign any papers in the recess of jhe. Congress, which it 
is necessary should be signed by him as President, and in 
particular the commissions to all offifiers. appointed for the 
Army belonging to this Colony. 

Voted, That one month's wages he paid to all the offi- 
cers and soldiers in the pay of this Colony as soon as may 
be, and that prior thereto the Paymaster administer to 
each of the said officers and soldier s fhebath appointed by 
this Congress. " . ,. ■-.-_-. .._^r, r =r^-^i ZIr~ . " = .... 

Voted, That George Frost, Esq., be one of the. Com- 
mittee with Ebenezer Thompson, Esq., instead of Colonel 
Nicholas Gilman, to procure the plate, see the money struck 
off, signed, and delivered to the Receiver-Genera].,. 

This body having taken into Consideration the great stag- 
nation, of Trade, and the difficulty to which their constituents 
are reduced by the unhappy dispute with Greaf Britain, 
as. to the turning either their real or personal estates into 
cash, think It necessary "to recommend for the present all 
possible lenity and forbearaneejn creditors, towards those 
who may stand indebted tp them, but that they avoid mul- 
tiplying suits at law, and especially the carrying them to 
such length as the levying execution on real, estates, which 
must, in this case, in our apprehension, he sold much below 
their, real value. We most particularly recommend this 
lerjity and forbearance in reference i to_such_whq, have or 
may engageas officers and soldi§rs_jn jbe. defence of the 
invaded rights and liberties o(_ America; and we further 
recommend to debtors all possible _ care _and_end.eayour to 
discharge to .the. utmost pf their,, power all just demands, 
uponthern, " ~ -" -•■■"--— ±^.-y^^-_ - :.: -_. .-. " 

Adjourned to the_ twenty-seventh instant. 



WNE ARUNDEL COUNTY (>I VKYLANd) COMMITTEE. , - 

At a m eeti ng of the Committee of Anne Arundel 'Coup-, 
ty, at Figg l J oint t on Saturday, the twentieth of May, at 
' the~requesTbTT\Tr. David, Weems, Jr t ; Joseph Galloway, 
Esq., in the Chair. Present: Mr.' Thomas Tillard, Tho-- 
mas Peak , Marmaduke Wyvill, Thomas J'ongue, Robert 
Brown, William Tillard, 'Edxvard Tillard,. Samu,el Har- 
fisQlt^tnd John Stewart..^ 

MnJf'eems desi red to know if he .might procure some 
arliclesJthaFhe had occasion for, of any of the masters 
of shTps, particularly an anchor and cable of Captain David 
Carmud, of the Ship Industry. 

Mesohe d, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
Mr* Weems, nor any "other person, can, consistent with the 
letteifand spirit of the Association of the Continental Con- 
gress," purchase or receive the same. 

Rejolved, That" Captain Carcaud cannot .sell, or in any 
man neY d ispose of, or land the aforcsajd anchor and cable, 
or anyrrgging, sails, or other goods he. may have on board ; 



his ship, to any person -within the Pro vince of Maryland, 

or any part of America^ :.;._>, v^S-eSSiSztSS-iiS .'.-:".'.. . 

- Ordered, That this be-printed in the Ma ryland Gazette. 



J. Stewart, Clerk. 



------ ■---- Newcastle, Delaware, May 20, 1775. 

This day, agreeable to appointniehtj the Captains ; gnd 

Subaltern Officers of Newcastle ,'Qgunty met at Christiana 

Bridge to" choose Commanders, when the following 

men were chosen, viz : : ■::%-? ,7r*zirr^z1r- 

For the Upper Division. 

James McKinley, Esq., CofoneT; 

James JLqtimcr, Esq., LieutEifitnt Cblonel; 

Thomas Duff, Esq., Major. ;- ^ =-;--- -=-^ 

For the Lower Division. ^ 

Thomas Gooch, Esq., Colonel^ _ 
Samud Patterson, LieutenanrColonel ; 
Gunning Bedford, Major'. .:- Jr. - _ -: 



.. i Wilt 
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TO THE RELEGATES OT NEW-JERSEY IN THE CONTINENTAL 

-■-..-.•-■- - -CONGRESS. .'..'... 

[Read before Congress May 27, 1775.] 

: ' - House of Assembly, NewJersey, ) 
: : .,■-..-. : ; May 20, 1775. \ 

His Excellency haying laid before the House a copy of 
the Resolution of the honourable House of Commons of 
Great Britain, of the twentieth of February, 1775, con- 
taining a'plan formed for the accommodation of the unhappy 
differences between our. Parent State and the Colonies, 
which plan, under the. . present circumstances, this House 
could not comply with and adopt; and yet this House, being 
desirous of making use of all proper means .to effect a re- 
conciliation, do recommend it to their Delegates to lay the 
same plan before the Continental Congress for their consi- 
deration. -' " 

A true copy from the Journals : 

Richard Smith, Cleric of Assembly. 



COLONEL GUV JOHNSON TO THE MAGISTRATES AND OTHERS 
OF PALATINE, ETC., TRYON COUNTY, N. Y. 

Guy Park, May 20, 1775. ._ ' 
Gentlemen : I have lately had repeated accounts that 
a body of Neiv-Englanders or others were to come to 
seize and carry away my person, and attack our family, 
under colour of malicious insinuation that I intend to set 
the Indians upon the people. Men of sense and character. 
know that my office is of the highest importance to promote 
peace amongst the Six Nations, and prevent their entering 
into any such dispute. This I effected last year when they 
were much vexed about the attack made upon the SfiQwa- 
nese, and I last winter appointed them to meet me this 
month, to receive the answer of the Virginians. And all 
men must allow, that if the Indians find their council fire 
disturbed, and their Superintendent insulted, they will take 
a dreadful revenge. It is therefore the duty of all people 
to prevent, this, and to satisfy any who may have been 
imposed on, that their suspicions, and the allegations they 
have collected against me, are false and inconsistent with 
my character and office. ■_ 

" I recommend this to you as highly necessary at this time, 
a^ my regard for. the interest of the Country, and self-pre- 
servation, has obliged me to fortify my house, and keep men 
armed for my defence, till these idle and ridiculous reports 
are removed. You may lay this letter before such as are 
interested in those matters. I am, gentlemen, your hum- 
ble servant, G - Johnson. ^ 
To the Magistrates and others of Palatine, Canajoharie, 
and. the Upper Districts. 

COLONEL GUY JOHNSON TO THE MAGISTRATES OF SCHE- 
NECTADY AND ALBANY. _ V 
Guy Park, May, 1775. 

Gentlmen: As the peace and happiness of the Coun- 
try are objects that every good man should have at heart, 
I think it highly necessary to acquaint you," that for a few 
days I have, been put to the great trouble and expense of 
fortifying my house, and keeping a large body of men. for 

"the" defence of my person; and have received repeated 
accounts that either the. New-Englanders, or some persons 
in or about the City of Albany or Town of Schenectady, 
are coming up, to a considerable number, to seize and im- 
prison me D Qn a ridiculous and malicious^ report that I intend 
td" make the Indians destroy the inhabitants, or to that "effect. 
The absurdity of this apprehension may easily be seen by 
men of sense ; but as many credulous and ignorant persons 

- may be led astray and inclined to believe it, and as they 
have already sent down accounts, examinations, &c, from 
busy people here, that I can fully prove to be totally devoid 
of all foundation, it is become the duty of all those" Who 
have authority or influence," to disabuse the puhlick, and 

' prevent consequences which I foresee wjth very great con- 
cern, and most cordially wish may be timely prevented. 
Any differences In political ideas can never justify such 
extravagant opinions ; and I little imagined that they should 
have gained belief amongst any order of people who Jcnow 
my character, station, andthe large property I^have in the 
country," and the duties, of my office, which are to preserve 
tranquillity amongst the Indians, hear their grievances, Src, 



and prevent them from 'falling upon the trade and frontiers. 
These last were greatly threatened by the Indians onaTf- 
count of the disturbances last year between the Virginians 
and Shawanese ; during which, my endeavours prevented 
the Six Nations from taking a part that would have sensibly 
affected the puhlick ; and I appointed last fall that the Six 
Nations should come to me this month, in order to receive, 
amongst other things, final satisfaction concerning the. lands 
said to be invaded by the Virginians, who have now sent, 
me their answer. In the discharge of this duty, I likewise 
essentially serve the publick. But should I neglect myself, 
and be tamely made prisoner, it is clear to all who know 
any thing of Indians, they will not sit still and see then- 
Council fire extinguished, and Superintendent driven from, 
his duty, but will come upon the frontiers, in revenge, with 
a power sufficient to commit horrid devastation. It is there- 
fore become as necessary to the publick, as to myself, that 
my person should be defended, But as the measures I am 
necessitated to take for_that purpose may occasion the pro- 
pagation of additional falsehoods, and may at last appear, 
to the Indians in a light that is not for the benefit of the 
publick, I should heartily wish, gentlemen, that you could 
take such measures for. removing these apprehensions, as 
may enable me to. discharge my duties (which do not.inter- . 
fere with the publick) without the protection of armed 
men and the apprehension of insult; and as the publick 
are much interested in this, I must beg to have your answer .. 
"as soon as possible. Tarn," gentlemen," your "most humble 
servant, ' " -—■:--■:; G.Johnson. . 

To tbe Magistrates and Committee o f Sc he nectad y, and 
to. the Mayor, Corporation, kc, of Albany; to be for- 
warded by the former. ,..;j:^...."_._:;i_ r .Ti_.__._.' 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF RHODE-ISLAND. 

Providence, Rhode-Island, May 20, 1775/ 

Whereas "the Ministry andTarliament of Great Britain, 
sacrificing the glory and happiness of their Sovereign, and 
the good°of Britain and the Colonies, to their own ambi- 
tious and lucrative views, have entered into many Arbitrary 
illegal resolutions," for depriving His~ Majesty's subjects in 
America of every security for the enjoyment of life, liberty, ■ 
and property ; and have sent, and are.stilLsending, Troops 
and Ships-of-War into these Colonies, to enforce their tyran- 
nical mandates, and have actually begun to shed the blood 
of the innocent people of these Cplonjes; in consequence 
whereof, this" Assembly, at the session held on the twenty- 
second of April last, passed an Act for raising fifteen hun- 
dred men, as an Army of Observation, and to assist any of 
our sister Colonies : ._■ "z~ :::: /~i:i:"V... 

And whereas the Honourable Jojeph Wanton, Esquire., 
then Governour of. this Colony, did^enter a Protest against 
the said Act, conceived in ?uch lterm£as.J]ighly torreflect 
upon the General, Assembly, ancTupon the united opposi- 
tion of all America, to the aforesaid tyrannical measures;: " 
And whereas tlie sa.\d.Joseph Wanton, Esquire, hath neg- 
lected to issue a Proclamation for. .the,jdue observaponof . 
Thursday; the eleventh, of. May instant, - as a day of fast- 
ing and prayer, agreeable to an Act passed at the said 'ses- 
sion : And whereas the said. Joseph Wanton, Esq., hath 
' been ejected to the office of Goverhouf oH^ Colony for 
the present year, and been duly notified by this Assembly, 
notwithstanding which, he has InoIMen.degljt this General 
Assembly, and taken the oath xejquired"5ylawl An.dwhere- 
as the said Joseph Wanton, Esquire, hath positively refused, 
to sign' the : commissions for the..cfficers w appointed to com- 
mand the Troops' so ordere J tolje raised. By all which 
he hath; manifested his "'intentio n 't'Qelgat.thg/g opd people 
of these Colonies in their present "glorious struggle to trans- 
mit ; inviolate to posterity those .sacred_rijhts theyjiave re-, 
ceived from their ancestors": ^:^ : ^.\^.!Z\ZZ-.ZZs j . "■■ 
Be it therefore enacted by this General Assembly, and 
by the authority thereof it is emcted,JT\mt the Depujy- 
Governpurand Assistants'be, andlhey areliereby ffir.bid.tq 
-administer the oath of office to jtie~swyjoseph Wanton, 
"Esq., unless in free and open General Assernbly, according 
to the unvaried practice of.. this Colony, and with the assent 
of such Assembly; that until the said Joseph Wanton, 
Esq., shall* have taken the oath. of, office as aforesaid, it 
shall not be lawful for him toact as Governour of this Col- 
ony many case whatever ; and that every act done by him, 
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in the precedent capacity of Governour, shall be null and 
vpid in itself, and shall not operate as a warrant or discbarge 
to any person acting by bis order or under his authority. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That Henry Ward, Esq., Secretary of the Colony, be and 
he. is hereby directed and fully authorized and empowered 
to sign the commissions for all officers, civil and military," 
chogen jjy this Assembly, as well those going in the service 
aforesaid, as others; he receiving therefor, out of the. gen- 

' eral Treasury, two shillings and eight pence for each com- 
mission: And that such commission so signed, with the 
Colony seal affixed, shall be as full and effectual warrants 
tb "every " and all such officers so chosen, for the faith- 
ful discharge of his and their duty, as if the same were 
signed Tjy a Governour of this Colony, duly elected and 
engaged according to law; any law, .custom, or usage, to 
the. contrary hereof in any wise notwithstanding. 
. And_beU further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That his Honour the Deputy Governour be requested, and 

.fully authorized and empowered, to call the General As- 
sembly together upon any emergency, to meet at "such time 
and place as he shall think most. fit for the interest of the 
Colony. 

COMMITTEE OP SAFETY OF MASSACHUSETTS TO GEfNERAL 
- ^ ■• PREBLE. 

. . " -^. ? : : - ,'iL»: r - .- > ... Cambridge, May 20, 1775. 

• Sir: This Committee received your favour" of the 15th 
.instant; Ibuchlng the raising men for the service of this 
Colony, and note your just observations on the subject. 

>Tbe Committee, after the Resolutions of the Congress 
for the establishing an Army of 13,600 men, thought the 
exigencies of the times, and the exposed situation of the 
several Towns near Boston, made it absolutely necessary 
that the Army should be immediately raised, and that for 
the facilitating of this important business, h was. expedient 
orders should be issued to such men as are recommended 
as proper ^persons for such important trusts. Accordingly 
ordersjwere issued to as many Colonels as were sufficient 
to complete said Army ; but from the delay which appeared 
in the Army's being formed, by the slow progress made in 
t!ia enliging men^and the exposed situation of the Colony 
camp^ by the going off of numbers from time to time, it 
was Tendered necessary that further orders should be issued 
for completing the Army with all possible, speed ; and, in 
conseflnetroe of _ that determination, among others, Colonel 
Mi&rmj&c£LY£&-Qx5&s$ Jbr .the enlisting of a Regiment for 
the^ertice Qfjhi| Col° n y> an d> we understand, has made 
some rarnsyerable progress in enlisting men for said service. 
We are also i njg rmgd by your Honour, that Colonel Phin- 
ney has received enlisting orders from you, and has engaged 
' in jhg. .b ushjg|s of. enpstjng men to complete a Regiment. 
'•An^W^reTurtber \ informed , by your Honour, that it is 
impTacticabie that two Regiments should be raised in. the 
County of^Jumfierland ; and being told by Colonel Phin- 
ney that many of the men that would be raised in your 
^County, could not be supplied by the Towns, from which 
"they are enlisted, with fire-arms and blankets, this Com- 
;mlttjje,_tak'mg into consideration ' the exposed situation of 
your County ;, and the probability of the Army's being com- 
pleted witho ut dra wing men from those parts of the Colony 
wl^i^ |p nwre^ jmrnejolately "exposed, would recommend, 
"Sir, that you would use your influence that a stop be put to 
theraisigg any men hd your County, unjtil if may be known 
by the various returns from the several. Colonels authorized 
forffbe! raising Regiments,, whether it may be necessary to 
take ajiy men from your County ; arid should this necessity 
lake place, ofralsing a Regiment in your Courity, this Com- 
initt^e^wiJI endeavour to give you such early. intelligence 
ffs.'JnSy he "necessary. The request of this Com mi f tee To 
yoilr. Honour, we flatter ourselves will not be conceived by 
VolQ^SrVyliTS in it the least disrespect to Colonel March, 
or UoTp jerjP Atw.ngy, but solely from the probability of the 
\Arm.y T s being complete,, without taking men from those 
pajftsoLthe. Colony which are. more immediately exposed. 
Wefh^ddfbe glad" to see your Honour at Head-Quarters ; 
"hop^Tyorir health will soon.admjt, and with you, join ifi the 
hope of soon seeing a speedy end to the great difficulties 
this distressed .C.olony now labours under,. ' ' 

We are, Sir, with great respect, your Honour's humble 
servants.' -■ ■ 



" LETTER FROM THE COMMITTEE APPOTfTETr TO'COKFER 
WITH THE CONGRESS OF NEW-HAWPSHTrE. 

Exeter, May 20, 1775. 

Sir : In obedience to the orders of the Congress, we 
have executed the commission betrusted us, and find the 
General disposed to concur in every measure that shall con- 
duce to the publick good. Enclosed, Sir, is their Resolve 
of Congress. We can add no more than giving you ac- 
count of their seizing "a'ntfmber of masts in Portsmouth, 
destined for the Navy. Their firmness^ resolution, and 
unanimity, gives us great pleasure, and are, Sir, with the 
highest respect, your most obedient humble servants, 

Joseph Gerrish, 

f -- Ebenezer Sawyer.' 

To the President of the Congress of the Massachusetts 

Colony, if. sitting, and if not, to the Chairman of the 

Committee of Safety. ----- - - 

In Provincial Convention at fixator, ) 
May 20, 1775. \ 

Whereas by the late Acts of the British Parliament, and 
conduct of the Ministers in pursuance thereof, it appears 
very evident that a plan is laid and now pursuing, to suhju-- 
gate this and the other American Colonies to the^ most 
abject slavery ; and the late hostilities committed by the 
British Troops in our sister Colony of the Massachusetts* 
Bay, leaves us no doubt in determining that no other way 
is left us to preserve our most darling rights, and inestima- 
ble privileges, but by immediately defending them by arms. 
Reduced, therefore, by this most terrible necessity, this 
Convention, after the most "solemn deliberations, have 

* Resolved, That it is necessary to raise immediately two 
thousand, effective men in this Province, including officers, 
and those of this Province that are already in the service, 
and that the time of their enlistment cpntinue_.t.o the; last 
day of December next, unless the Committee_of Safety 
should judge it proper that a part of %e whole be discharged 
sooner.- "■•■:. - ---- -~_ ~ _: L ~i L .-'_-'■ I 

That every member pledge his honour and estate in the 
name of. his" constituents, to pay their proportion for the 
maintenance and pay of the above officers and soldiers 
while in service. - _ " ~ 

That application be made immediately to the Continen- 
tal Congress, for their advice and assistance respeclinn- 
means and ways to put the above plan into execution. 

That the establishment of the officers and soldiers shall 
be the sarhe as in the Massachusetts-Bay. ' 

Agreed, That _the Selectmen of the several Towns and 
Districts within this Colony, be desired to furnish the sol- 
diers, who shall enlist fipni .their.. respective Towns and 
Districts, with good and sufficient blankets, and render their 
account to the Committee of ^Supplies. 

That if it should appear that the above number of men 
is not our full proportion with other .Governments^ that this 
Convention will make a proper addition for that purpose. 
Matthew Thobktqh, President. 



REVERENP WILLIAM G.OKIXJN TT> r>WTb"RJ.2#ARHEN.- 

Jamaica Plains, May 20, 1775. 

Sir : Shall be obliged to yt3ii would you stop any letters 
directed for me that may be. brought by the post, and send 
them by the bearer, who will, pay "the postage. Should the 
Committee approve of sending me Hutch inso n's loose let- 
ters, with the letter books, on Monday, will apply myself 
to sorting them according to date, reading them over, and 
notifying every thing trlatJsbalX appear to me of impor- 
tance to be laid before th§ publick. Your very humble" 
servant, and brother in the .^meeg mm o^.ganse ~~ 

^ W illi am Gordon. 



LETT KITE ROM FOUR MOHA WKSTo TTH:e"oSeTp AsT TRAN S- 
LATED FROM. THE' MOffA^^^MSStLtfiV 

Written at Guy Tfolui aon's, May, 1775, 

This is your letter, you ''0eaT%n S¥yi r Sa chems. Guy 
Johnson says he will be glad if you get this intelligence, you 
Onetdas, ho.w it goes with fajm" now, awd he jsjiow more 
certain concirning the intentionVof tbe Boston people. Guy 
Johnspnis in great fear of being taken prisoner by the Bos- 
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tomans. We Mohawks are obliged to watch him constantly. 
Therefore we .send, you this intelligence that you shall know 
it, and Guy Johnson assures himself, and depends upon 
5'our Tjarrrirrg to his assistance, and that you will without 
fail be of that opinion. He believes not that you will- 
assent to' let him suffer. We therefore expect you in a 
couple of days' time. So much at present. We send but 
so far as to you Oneidas, but afterward perhaps to all the 
other Nations. We conclude and expect that you will 
have concern about our. ruler, Guy Johnson, because we 
are all united. Aren.Kannenzaron, 

Johannes Tegarihoge, 
Deyagodeaghnaweagh. 
Joseph Brant, 

Guy Johnson's Interpreter. 



, •resolutions of the committee or. tryon county, new- 
york, on the letter or colonel GIJY JOHNSON, of 

MAY 20, AND THE LETTER FROM THE MOHAWKS, 

In Committee, Tryon County, May 21, 1775. 

-_ 1. T'hat it is the opinion of this Commitee. that the In- 
dians who signed the letter never would have presumed to 
write or send the same, if they had not been counte- 
nanced. 

2. That as we have unanimously adopted the proceed- 
ings of the Grand Continental Congress, and mean vir- 
tuously to support the same, so we feel and commiserate 
the sufferings of our brethren" in the Massachusetts-Bay , 
and the other Colonies in America, and that we mean 

" never to submit to any arbitrary and oppressive acts of any 
power under Heaven, or to any illegal and unwarrantable 
action of any manor set of men. 

3. That as. the whole Continent has approved of the 
actions and proceeding of the Massachusetts-Bay, and 
other of the Provinces of New-England, we dp adopt 
and approve of the same. Wherefore we must and do 
consider that any fortification or armed force raised, to be 
made use of against them, as evidently designed to over^ 
awe and make. us submit. 

4. That Colonel Johnson's conduct in raising fortifica- 
tions round his house, keeping a number of Indians and 
armed men constantly about him, and stopping and search- 
ing travellers upon the King's highway, and stopping our. 
communication with Albany, is very alarming to this Coun- 
ty, and is highly arbitrary, illegal, oppressive, and unwar- 
rantable ; and confirms us in our fears, that his design is 
to "keep us in awe, and oblige us to submit to a state of 
slavery. 

5. That as we abhor a state of slavery, we do join and 
unite together under all the ties of religion', honour, jus- 
tice, and a love for our Country, never to become slaves, 
and to defend oar freedom with our lives and fortunes. 



We have just sent off an express to the German Flats, 
and Kingsland Districts, desiring them.to unite with us and 
give us their assistance ; which Districts, or at least a great 
majority of them, we are credibly informed, are very hearty 
in the present struggles for American liberty. We are, 
gentlemen, perhaps in a worse situation than any part of 
America is at present. We have an open enemy before 
our faces, and treacherous friends at our backs, for which 
reason we hope you will take our case into your immediate 
consideration, and give us an answer by the bearers, who 
go express by the way of Schoharie, as we dare not trust 
them any other way. They have orders to wait for an 
answer. We have reason to think that a great many of 
the Indians are not satisfied with Colonel Johnson's con- 
duct, for which reason we have thought it would n_ot be - 
improper to send a couple of men, well acquainted with 
the Indian language, to dissuade them from coming down. 
And we think it would be of service Jo us if you could 
send two also, who are able to. make the Indians sensible 
of the present dispute with the Mother Country and us. 
We have the pleasure to acquaint you, that we are Tery 
unanimous in. our District, as well as in Canajoharie, and. 
we are determined by no means to submit to the oppres- 
sive acts of Parliament, much less to Colonel Johnson's 
arbitrary conduct. 
~Miy21, 1775. ■'.--: 



Committee of jalatine district, tryon county, to 
'-.-'- the albany .committee. 
Upon the alarming news that expresses were gone to 
call down the Upper Nation of Indians to Colonel John- 
son's, we caused ourselves to be convened this day, to take 
the state of this County into consideration ; upon which 
we have determined, to order the inhabitants of this District 
to provide themselves with sufficient arms and ammuni- 
tion, and to be ready at a moment's warning. We are 
sorry to acquaint "you that all communication with your 
County is entirely stopped by Colonel Johnson, who has 
five hundred men to guard his house, 'which he has forti- 
fied, under pretence that lie is afraid of a visit of the Ntw- 
Englandjnen, as [/will appear by a copy of a letter we 
intercepted thjs.niorning. We have not fifty pounds of 
powder in our District, and.it will be impossible for you to 
help us to atiy "ti.II the communication is opened, not a man 
being suffered to passwithoul being searched. To-morrow 
is. to be a meeting of Can ajoh drie District, when we expect 
they wiir adopt" congressional measures very heartily, and 
wepurpdse to have a meeting of the Committees of both 
Districts,' ahdpropose the question, whether we vvill not 
open the communication by force ; if which question is 
determined in the .gjffijjmative, we shall, despatch another 
express to yon, acquainting yoli with the day, when we 
hope you will be on your way up with some ammunition. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A OENTtESTAF IS PHILAEEL- 
•PHI A, DATED BOSTON, MAY 21, 1775. 

You request my writing freely, which I must be cautious 
of, for reasons which will naturally occur to you. As to 
the inhabitants'removing, they are suffered to go out under 
certain restrictions. This liberty was obtained after many 
town meetirfgs, and several conferences between their Com- 
mittee and General Gage. The terms mutually agreed 
to were, "that the inhabitants should deliver up all their 
arms to the Selectmen. " This was generally done, though 
it took up some days. On this occasipn the .inhabitants 
were to have had liberty to remove: out of Town, with 
their effects, and during this, to have free egress and 
regress. But mark the event : the arms Jjeing delivered, 
orders were issued by the General, that those "who Inclined 
to remove must give in their names to tje. Seleotnien, to 
be by them returned .to the Military Town Major, who 
was then to write a pass for the person or family applying, 
to go through the lines, or. over the ferry ; but a]] mer- 
chandise was forbid; after a wjjjje, all provisions . were 
forbid ; and now all merchandise, pfovisipiTS, and medicine. 
Guards are appointed to exa.mi.ne. all trunks, boxes, beds, 
and every thing else to be carried put ; these have* pro- 
ceeded to such extremities,. as to take from the poor peo- 
ple a single loaf of tread,, and half pound of chocolate ; 
so that no one is allowed to.carryTJUt a mou thful of provi- 
sions; but all is submitted to quietly. The anxiety indeed 
is so great to get out of Town, that even were we. obliged 
to go naked, it would not hindex..us. But there are so 
many obstructions . thrown in the way, that I do not think, 
those who are - most anxious .will, be a'Logf ip legs than 
two or three months— -vastly different from what was 
expected, for the General at first proposed, unasked, to 
procure the .Admiral's, boats to. asiisHhe.inJjabitants.rn. the 
transportation of their effects, which is not done, and there 
are but two ferry-boats allowed to cross. They have their 
designs in this, which j ou may easily guess at. We suffer 
much for want of fresh meat. 



GENERAL WARD" TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. " 

Heacl-Quirters, May 21,' 1775, 

The General requests the ordnance hereafter mentioned 
may be immediately procured. and sent to/Head-Quarters,. 
viz : thirty, twenty-four pounders— if the whole number 
cannot be obtained, the number be made up with .eighteen 
pounders, double fortified; ten twelve-pounders ; eighteen 
nine-pounders ; and ordnance stores forthe above can- 
non, viz:, twenty-one thousand and six hundred pounds of 
pow.der, and eighty balls for each cannon ; fifteen hundred, 
stand of arms; twenty thousand pounds musket powder; 
forty thousand pound of lead ; and also spyenteen; hundred 
pots." : . ' J. Ward, Secretary/ 
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• JAM^S SULLIVAN TO'tHE MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE 5f 
- SAFETY. 7. 

Ncw.ITampshire, May 21, 1775. 

Honoured Sir : This will be handed to you by Mr. 
Scammell who I have recommended as major of the Coun- 
ty of York Regiment. 

I trouble you early, to let you know that the Regiment 
in the County of Cumberland will have not more than one 
gtSTto" three men, and expect to be armed by the Prov- 
ince; If the Colony does not intend to arm them, I appre- 
hend that notice thereof should be immediately given to 
Colonel March. It may be thought best to bring no: men 
from that part of the Colony. I am, with much vener- 
ation, your very humble servant, James Sullivan. 
To Joseph Warren, President of the Committee of Safety. 



THE.C0MM1TTEE OF SAFETY TO THE MASSACHUSETTS . 
"."" CONGRESS. 

Cambridge, May 21, 1775. 

Tjiis Committee have often contemplated the mode of 
ascertaining the method of completing the several Regi- 
ments, and find no clear and explicit rule to.their satisfac- 
tion, and therefore beg leave to suggest to the honourable 
Congress of this Colony whether a return from a muster- 
master, that such or such a Regiment had such a number 
of privates who hacTpassed muster, would not be a good 
rule_for ascertaining when a Regiment may be said to be 
full, and submit the consideration: of the same to the hon- 
ourable Congress. We are, &c. 



PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. _'- 

At a meeting of a Special Committee for the County of 
Prince William, held at the house of Thomas' Young, in 
the i^Town ^of Dumfries, on Monday, the 22d day of May, 
1775, Present: Foushee Tebbs, Esquire, iri the Chair. 
Messrs. William Grayson, Thos.Blaclcbourn, Henry Lee, 
Andrew Leitch, Richard Graham, William Brent, John 
Brett, John McMillian, Henry Peyton, John Peyton, 
Hugh Brent, James Tripolett, Synaugh Helen, William 
Tebbs, Thomas Atwell, William Carr, Jesse Eivcll, and 
Cuthbert Harrison. _ 

A Proclamation by his Excellency Lord Dunmore, with 
the advice of His .Majesty's Council, having appeared in 
the publick papers, charging a certain Pa'trick Henry, and 
his followers, with rebellious practices, for extorting from 
the Receiver- Gene ral the sum of three hundred and thirty 
Pounds, in satisfaction for the Powder his Lordship thought 
proper to remove from the publick Magazine in Williams- 
burgh ; 

This Committee. having taken the said transaction into 
their sefioqj CQnBldersJ.ion ; and it appearing to them from 
the^Address oOIie Corporation of the City of Williams- 
burgh, on the removal of the Powder, wherein a claim is 
made^lisrestitutlon is required, and no right in Govern- 
"meru by his Excellency at that time .alleged, which we 
conceive he would naturally and necessarily have done if 
any such had existed ; and having also been informed from 
respectable authority, that assurance had been given to 
several gentlemen in Williamsburgh, by his Lordship, that 
if no disturbances, were raised the Powder should be re- 
tcrrrjedj, forjbese mid other reasons which might be given, 
they are of opinion tha t the Powder removed from the 
publick Magazine in WiUiamsburgh, did of right belong to 
this; Colony. 

. . ThisT^ommittee being further of opinion that the late 
violent and hostile proceedings of His Majesty's Troops in 
th<s~Massachusctts-Bay, in attempting to seize the military 
storM_of that Colpny, would have justified. reprisals of a 
much greater magnitude : 

Resolped, therefore, unanimously, That trie "thanks pf 
this t3ommittee are justly due to Captain. Patrick Henry, 
an^tJie.Gentlamej) Vplunteers who attended him, for their 
proper und spirited conduct on that alarming occasion. ' 
.-:,=. By order \_ Evan WjLliath:sj Clerk. 



that should any'of them, in the imperiding'struggle for our 
dearest rights, be driven from their habitations, that the 
people of Buckingham are disposed to give the most- 
friendly reception to as many of the wives, children, and 
slaves of those their brethren, as their situations severally 
will permit; as also to join them with their whole strength 
to restore them to the peaceable and quiet enjoyment of 
their possessions. 

Farther, that if any of their said brethren would choosy 
by way of precaution, to make settlements and cultivate 
grain in Buckingham, that, coming with recommendations 
from their County Committees, they may have lands as- 
signed them, and continue on them as. their own, until a 
cessation . of the present troubles ; also, that their stocks 
shah be equally welcome to the woods, and fie]ds_of the said 
County, except such part only as may propagate the mur- 
rain, which, as endangering the common means of subsist- 
ence, may be equally dangerous to all parties. The Com- 
.rriittee : of Buckingham do not doubt but their sentiments 
upon the matter in question will be general throughout the 
interiour Counties. 

Published by order of the Committee, held at the Court- 
House, the 22d of iV%, 1775. . ' - " 

Rolfe Eldridge, Clerk. 



MIDDLESEX COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee for the County of Mid- 
dlesex, on Monday, the 17th of April, 1775 : 

A complaint was lodged against "one Thomas Haddin, 
an inhabitant of said County, for refusing to sign the Con- 
tinental Association, and reviling the same : Whereupon 
the Committee ordered him to be sum moned to appear be- 
fore them this 22d of May ; and it plainly appearing that 
he had been summoned, but that he not only refused to 
appear, but expressed himself in terms of the highest con- 
tempt, both of the Association andCommitteei 

Resolved, therefore, That the said TJiomas Haddin be 
held forth to the publick as an ejiemy to American lib- 
erty. ...... 

Ordered, That a copy of the above be sent to the 
Printers of the Virginia Gazette, and that they be re- 
quested to print the same. :":;.... 

Lodowick Jones, Clerk to Committee. 



MEETING OF THE INHABITANTS OF CHARLES COUNTY, 
MARYLANDj,^ -_ . -. - - 

At a meeting of the Inhabitants of Charles County, in 
Port-Tobacco Town, on Monday, the 22d day of May, 
1775: -- ■"- _ "-:--■=. -r-- ;_;:-■ -^:~ £ : ;- *- ' 

Captain George Dent, Chairman, and 
John Gwinn, Clerk. ... _. . ., 

Resolved unanimously, That George Dent, Samuel 
Hanson, William Smallwood, Josias Haivkins, Francis 
Ware, Joseph H. Harrison, Thomas_ Stone, Daniel Jeni- 
fer, Robert T.Hooe, John Dent, Samuel Love, Thomas' 
Hanson Marshall, Philip R. Fend all, Samuel Hanson, of 
Samuel, William Harrison, and John H. Stone, be and 
are by this meeting appointed Deputies to represent this 
County in any General Convention. to be held. for this 
Province; and that any five or njore^of theni have power 
and authority to act for and bind this County. 

By order of the Committee :. ." " ';'jy. *;!' .iviiz: ~:.l'~~~'. "" 
- ' ■.'" John Gwinn, Clerk. 



--. buckinghamcounty (virginia) committee. "';: 
The Committee of the County of Buckingham desire it 
may be known to the Inhabitants of the lower Counties, 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A" GTJNTLE.SlATSTTSr PHILA- 
DELPHIA TO HIS FRIEND IN WILLI WI^BURGII, VtRGINU, 
DATED MAY 22, 1775. ' '_ r '__ 

We know the plan of Ministry is to biing the Canadian 1 , 
and Indians down upon u^ ; foi this reason the Provincial 
Troops of Connecticut and \Iasj,ailuiscUs^ha\_c wisely 
taken, by a brave coup dc main, possession of the forts at 
Ticonderoga and Crown Point. In the former ihey got 
two hundred pieces of laigo cannon, some fitld-pieces, 
swivels, powder, &c. Sec. The Congress have directed 
New-York, Connecticut, and Mai>sachuj,eUs, to "remote 
these stores, fcc, to the- south end of Lake Geoigc. and take 
strong posts there, to intercept the communication and 
march of Canadian and Indian forces into these Colonies. 
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The taking of Ticonderoga last war cost Great Britain 
many thousaad lives, and an immense expense ; but now 
it lias been takenJVpm .them, though strong and well gar- 
risoned, by the bravery and enterprise of a few Provincials, 
and at_a_v.ery small expense. _ 

There never was a more total revolution at any place 
than -*x New-York. The Tories have been obliged to fly. 
The Province is arming ; and the Governour dares not call 
his prostituted Assembly to receive Lord North's foolish 
plan. - Two of the Delanceys, Watts, Cooper, Rivington, 
Colonel Philips, and the rest of the Tory leaders, are fled ; 
some io England, and some to private places in the coun- 
try, where They are not known. The Congress have ad- 
vised the Yorkers to make provision for carrying their 
women and children into the country, and to. remove their 
- ' warlike store's before the arrival of the Troops there, whom 
iheyafe not to suffer to encamp, or commit with impunity 
any hostilities against the people. 
**» ; The latest and best accounts from Boston make the loss 
of Regulars, in killed and wounded and missing, one thou- 
sand men. The Provincial loss was trifling. Ten thousand 
men are now encamped before the Town, between \yhjch 
and the country there is no intercourse.; General Gage- 
refuses to let the people out ; in consequence of which their 
distress presently must be grievous indeed. The besieging 
army keep. the one besieged in constant alarm; so that it is 
said that they rest neither night nor day. Every day is 
expected to bring two thousand, men more from Ireland, 
■ and seyen Regiments to New- York, where the Tories had 
informed Ministry they would be well received. But now, 
behold, they come to a Country universally hostile, and 
in arms, to receive them. Connecticut lias twelve thousand 
men in arms ; the Jerseys a good many ; and this Province 
at least eight thousand. There are. two thousand in this 
City, well-armed and disciplined. In short, every Col- 
ony this way is well prepared for war, and appear to be 
secure against any force likely to be sent against them.. It 
would se°em as if the Southern Colonies were alone vulner- 
able at present, ^and this should be remedied as soon as 
possible. . " . - ■ _ 

..."it seems the bill for restraining the Trade of the Colo- 
nies is notjo have force until a certain time after its arrival 
in North America ; so that in this instance the whole power 
of the Legislature is given to Ministry ; for.it will depend 
on them when the Act shall arrive here,- since they may 
send it when, or never, as they please. 

We. find, by the late accounts, that Ministry will be more 
puzzled than they imagine, to accomplish their detestable 
purposes against us. A gentleman of the strictest veraci- 
ty writes,^ that the embarkment from England has been 
delayed, by the impossibility of getting seamen for the 
ships ; but, he adds, let not this delay your vigorous efforts 
for defence.. From; Ireland we learn that the people there 
have interposed to prevent the embarkment; and that a 
contest has happened, in which several lives were lost on 
both sides. . . 

The other day, General Gage hearing that all the Pro- 
vincial Troops, except fifte.en hundred, were retired to sign 
an Association prepared for. them at some distance from the 
encampment, marched with his whole force out of Boston; 
- but seeing the fifteen hundred ^Provincials drawn up in or- 
der for battle, and disliking their countenance, he returned 
within his lines. f ,' :.; "-:.-.":. 

p. A man-of-war's tender at Rhode-Island lately seized a 

~ ■ vessel loaded with" provisions for trie Army at Boston; and 

the country people, in boats, attacked and took both the 
provisions, vessel, and tender, having wounded the Lieu- 
. tenant of the man-of-war, and taken his men prisoners, 
. " whom they conveyed captives into the country. Thus you 
see our infant struggles on the water are not unsuccessful. 

LETTER FROM THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE DELEGATES AT PHI- 
LADELPHIA, TO" THE PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OF. THAT 

COLONY^ ' 

.■':'- Philadelphia, May 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We take this early opportunity of inform- 
in<r you by Captain Partridge, that the Congress, upon 
hearing of the .forts at Ticonderoga and Crown Point 
being seized by .the people of New-England, to prevent 
Greneral Carleton, wijh his Canadians and Indians taking 



possession of tnem. to annoy our frontiers ; and finding, by 
about thirty Indian Chiefs now in Philadelphia, as weJLas 
by persons sent to sound the dispositions of all the several 
Indian Nations, that such a design is really on foot ; and 
that General Johnson, the Superintendent for Indian affairs, 
has really endeavoured to persuade the Indians .to enter 
into a war with us ; and that many other steps have been 
taken by a bloody-minded and cruel Ministry, to induce 
those hereditary enemies of America to fall upon and 
butcher its.inbabitants ; we say, upon those things appear- 
ing to the Congress, they have ordered the above foils Jo 
be demolished, and the warlike stores to be removed, and 
another fort to be erected and maintained at the lower 
part of Lake George, if the Committee of New- York shall 
think it necessary, and to call upon all the New-England 
Governments to give assistance, if required by New-York. 
We earnestly entreat you, for the honour of the Province, 
if such a requisition be made, to give them every possible 
assistance to preserve our people from the incursions ;oLa 
barbarous and savage enemy. _ . ; 

We are sorry, gentlemen, that honour will not permit us" 
to give you the least information respecting our proceed- 
ings: We can only say that all the Colonies arejkmjy 
united, and are preparing for the worst. We hope" that^ 
you will, ~in imitation of the other Colonies, proceed Vq 
choose your officers, and establish your Militia upon the 
new plan which has been adopted by every Colony .upon 
the Continent. We shall bring with us Governour Went- 
wortKs letters to Lord Dartmouth, for twelve .months 
past, that you my judge whether he is your friend, as 
he" pretends, or whether, he is not rather your inveterate 
enemy. 

Gentlemen, we are. with great respect, your most obe- 
dient servants, . John Sullivan, 

_""'-': John Langdon.. 



. To the Provincial Committee of New-Hampshire, j 

P. S. We earnestly entreat you to prevent our.General 
Court from making any application to Great Britainjox 
redress of grievances, as that would .draw, all America upon 
our Province, it being agreed that no one shall make tirflf?" 
without the advice and consenCpf " the jvjbole. -^:~'Z : 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 



The Committee; met, by adjournment, Monday, 22d .of 
May, 1775. Present: --.-:. ""•'■'■";'.. 



Isaac Low, 
Henry Remsen, 
David Johnston, 
P. V. B. Livingston, 
David Beekman, 
Victor Bicker, 
John Broomo, 
John Imlay, 
DanielPunseomb, 
Oliver Templeton, 
John Anthony, 
John B. Moore, 
Thomas Randall, 
Jacobus Van Zandt, 
Thomas Smith, 
Peter Van Schaack, 
Gerret Ketletas, 
John De Lancey, ' 
Joseph Hallett, 
Alex." McDougall, 
Frederick Jay, 
Jacob Van Voorhies, 
William W. .Gilbert, 



Hamilton "Young, 
Gabriel. H. Ludlow, 
- Evert.Banker, 
Joseph Totien7 "" 
Cornelius Clapper, . 
Gerardus Duyckinck, 
Benjamin Rissam, 
William Walton," 
Abram. Brinkerhoff, 
William Laight, 
James Beeknianj 
John M. Scott, 
Jacobus Lefferts, 
Benjamin Helme, 
Anthony Van Dam, 
"Daniel Phenix, ' '■ 
John Lasher, 
Richard Yates, 
Augustus Van Home, 
Francis Bassett, 
Thomas Marston," 
Samuel Verplanck, 
Nicholas Bogart, 



Nicholas Hofljnan, 
Gabriel W. Ludlow, 
Isaac Roosevelt, 
Peter Goolet, 
Lancaster Burling, 
Robert Benson> " -' - 
John Lamb, 
Herculep Mulligan, 
Theophilus Antjiony, 
Abraham Walton, 
Robert Ray, ! 

William W. Ludl ow, 
Petrus Byvanck."_;,;'. 
William Denning, 
Abraham.Duryee, 
John Bsrriarr,' 
William Goforth, 
Thomas Buchannan, 
David CIarksph,~ 
Edward Fleming, 
Comfort Sands, .._ 
Peter T. Curtenius. 



Mr. Laight, from the Sub-Committee appointed to make 
an estimate of materials heceslaxy' to be forwarded to 4?- 
bany, made a Report thereof. ; "* ," 

Ordered, That the same be forwarded. , 

Mr. McDougall, seconded by. Mr. Lamb, moveif in the 
words following, viz : ■■*:■'-■-.-.'. .--.-. " i. 

That two members of this_ Committee be sent Jo. the 
Deputies of the. County of Albany, now in this City, to 
confer with them whether thejOounty of Albany can fur- 
nish! men. to garrison Ticonderoga, t\][ the Stores there; are 
removed to the south side of Igfee G^rge, agreeableto a 
Resolution of the Continentalj^pngfesS. J. . ;'. 

Mr- De Lancey, seconded V MuJScott, moved fgr.an 
amendment of the above Motion, mLtbe words following, 
viz: by leaving out all the latter part of the said Motion, 
from the words "' be sent," and substituting in its room : 
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be desired to w ait on the Provincial Converition^without 
delay, and lay^Before_(hem the Recommendation oTjthe 
Continental Congress relallve to applying to the neighbour- 
ing Colonies for Forces. 

And the question being put thereon, it was carried in the 
affirmative, as follows, viz: 

For the Amendment. 



Against the Amendment. 

Mr. Remsen, " T Mr- Lefferta, Mr. Livingston, 

Mr, Johnston, Mr. Helmn, Mr. J. Broome, 

Mr, D. Beekmanj" Mr. Tan Dam, '* Mr.Tm"l7iy, 

■Mr, Dunscomb, Mr. Van Home, Mr. Sands, 

Mr, Templeton, Mr. Bassett, "" Mr. F. Jay, 

- - fflrj Moore, - Mr. Bogart, Mr. Bcrrian," 

" Mr, Randall, Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Goforth, 

"Mr. Smith, Mr. G. W. Ludlow, . Mr, J. Anthony, 

Mr. Van Schaack, Mr. J7 Roosevelt, Mr. Lasher, 

: Mt,Ketletas, ".'.iz V Mr. Goelet, Mr. Burling, 

Mr. De Lancey, ; "- : Mr.T3enson, Mr. Bicker, 

• Mr; Hallett, Mr. T. Anthony, Mr. McDougall, 

-.Mr... Young, ■" '" - ■ — "Mr~."A. Walton, Mr. Yates, 

. Mr. G. H. Ludlow, Mr. Ray, Mr. Buchannan, 

-..Mr, Banker, Mr/W. W. Ludlow, Mr. Van Zandt, 

Mr, Clopper, Mr. TJyvanck, Mr. Lamb, 

Mr. Duyckinck, Mr. Duryee, Mr. Denning, 

: Mr,. Kissam, "Mr. Clarkson, Mr. T. Marston, 

Mr. W. Walton,; ;' Jr. Van Voorhies, " Mr. Brinkerhort, 

Mr. Liight, . " ." " Mr.. Verplanck, Mr. Phenix, 

. ..Mr. J. Beekman, " 'jHr. Jleming, Mr. Mulligan, 
Mr. Scott, "" Mr. Curtenms, . Mr. Gilbert, 

..■—■i-v- -.;. - vr..-;-; .— -.'■■■ Mr.. Totten. 

Ordered, That Captain Berrian and Mr. Laight be a 
Sub-Committee to wait on Mr. Anderson, to know whether 
he chooses to give any answer to Mr. McEvem's. written 
application to this Committee, which was served upon him 
last Sunday morning." " 

Ordered, That Messrs. Brinkerhoff, Ketleias, Sands, 
F.Jay, Bull, and Curtenius, be a Committee to inquire 
what quantity of Blankets, Ravens Duck, Osnaburghs, 
Russia Sheeting, Tin Plates, and Coarse Cloths, are in 
this City, and to request the favour of the possessors not 
to part with them for a few days, until the Provincial Cpn- 
^gress shall determine on the expediency of detaining them 
for. our own use. ^ :.; ; - 

The Committee adjourned to Monday, 29th May, 1775. 

NEW-YORK camrirTEE T(jf gt>vT5rnotib "rBtMBtJLt,; 

"... Z^*~* - ~'--'.. ' '-. New-York, May 22, 1775. 

Hqn-oured Sir: I am directed by the General Com- 
mittee of Association for this City and County, to transmit 
to your Honour jhe enclosed authentick copy of a Reso- 
lution of the ConJnentaT Congress, 'received by express; 
And to inform your Honour, that in consequence thereof, 
w,e immediately shipped to Albany-one hundred barrels of 
pork; and that a Select Committee has been appointed to 
purchase and forward, without delay, cordage, oakum, pitch 
gin?, and every otfier necessary that may be wanted from 
hen.ce, to carry Thto execution the aforesaid Resolution. 
We have also, by express, desired our brethren at Albany 
to give their aid and assistance, I have the honour }o be, 
most respectfully, your Honour's most obedient and hum- 
ble servant, Henry Remsen, Dep. Chairman. 
,, Honourable GgjeTpom^uriibull.. 



lick, and prevent consequences which you foresee with 
very great concern. 

We are very sorry to learn from j'ou that any groundless 
reports should have arisen, and be propagated to your pre- 
judice, considering your character, station, and the large 
property you have in the County. And we trust that you 
are_sq wel]_acquainted with the nature and duties of your 
office, that you will pursue the dictates of an honest heart, 
and study the interest, peace, and welfare of your Coun- 
try ; in which case we presume you need not be appre- 
hensive of any injury in your person or property. Neither 
can we learn nor conceive that there either is or has been . 
any intention of taking you captive, or offering you any in- 
dignity whatever, either by the New-England people "or 
any of the inhabitants of this'City, or any one else ; and wq 
have but too much reason to think that these groundless 
reports have been raised and industriously propagated, in 
your own phraseology, by some busy people in your Coun- 
ty, to rouge up the Indians from their peaceful habitations, 
and .take up arms against such of our American brethren 
as are engaged on the part of America in the unhappy 
contest between Great Britain and her Colonies. 

.As it appears from your letter that you consider the 
station wherein you are placed, as Superintendent of Indian 
affairs, to be of the highest importance to thepubh'ck, we 
hope that you will use all possible^m^ns jrryonr power Jo 
restore peace and tranquillity among- the Indians, and as- _ 
sure them that the report propagated prejudicial to you or 
to them is totally groundless of any-just foundation, and 
that nothing will afford His Majesty r s; subjects in general, a 
greater satisfaction, than to be and continue with them on 
tj|e strictest terms of peace and friendsliip. 



LETTER FROM TfiTE MAYOR, ALDERMEN, AND COMMONALTY 
OF ALBANY TOTFRE COMMITTEE FORTALATlJsrE DISTRICT, 
TRYON COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 7 , ' * 

•' '*■ 2 ' :j*" Albany, May 22, 1775. . 

We" this day receiver! yours, witboutdate, directed to the 
Magistrates and jQoiamittee of' Albany and Schenectady, 
and to the Mayor, Corporation, &c, of Albany, wherein 
you write that you have received repeated accounts that 
either the JSew-Englanders, or some persons in or about 
* this. City or the Towiyif Schenectady, are coming up, to a 
cdn$ij3erable humbe^ to seize and imprison you, on a ridicu- 
lous and malicious. report. that you intend to make the In- 
dians destroy the inhabitants, or to that effect, and that 
you, in consequence thereof, have been put to the great 
trouble and expense of fortifying your house, and keeping-, 
a.large body of nren for the defence of your person, &.c. 

You proceed and say,_tbat the absurdity of this appre- 
hension may easily He seen by men of sense, but that as 
mfffly credulous arjd_ ignorant persons may be led astray, 
and. inclined to belJeveTjj, &c.,7it is become the duty of all 
those who have authority or influence to disabuse the pub- 



ALBANY, NEW-YORK, COMMITTEE tO^COJCjGUXJrjHNSQN. 
Committee Cha mbe r, 1Vlay~23. 1775. 

Sir: Several letters have been bandedtp us, addressed 
to the Magistrates of Schenectady and Mayor and Corpo- 
ration of Albany, some of which you requested to be com- 
municated to us, whereby we, with great concern, observe 
youjare much alarmed with apprehensions. of evil intention.?, 
against your family, and self jn particular, FronVa body of 
New-Englanders or p'eople from those parts, so as to put 
you under the necessity of fortifying yourself for safety. 
From: what cause these terrible ideas, have sprung, we "are 
entirely ignorant. If any real ones, you must be better 
acquainted with them, than we i arg ; howeveiTwe do assure 
you that the firstarid last knowjedge of such designs have 
come to us from you, and of course musT ha ve o riginated 
somewhere.near you. " We are not i grro nmt of ~ttie~i mpar- 
tance of your office as Superintendent, and have been per- 
fectly easy with respect to any suspicions of the Indians 
taking a part in the present dispute tetween Threat Britain 
and her Colonies, knowing them to be a people of top , 
much sagacity tp engage~_with the w.hole .Continent Jn a 
contrpyersy that they can p>ofit_liotEng~by, aTicTwhich 
woulcj thrpw thern into endless war and misery. As long 
as they are. peaceable, they need not be under apprehen- 
sions of hostilities commencing againsf them . 

We have been some time ago informed that there was to 
bea Congress at your house of the. Indjaryi, ancThope such 
methods may be taken tlien_as__will give themajust sense 
of the nature of the presjerTt disturbances, and that they may 
govern .themselves by such a line of conduct as wffi appease' 
the..mlnds pf such perepnou ypur County "asTmay be un- 
easy oh their account.. \ ~._ 7 7.77.7 , 777777^777 77,2-^ 

The information we have from. tjrng to ^t i me_recei ved , 
very lately from travellers. passingliy your house, has giver) 
us'sphie pain, as we find the communication" "betwixt this 
and your County in a m.arrnerstopperl, H7somucrTth"ar.no 
peppn is permijted, Jo pa_ss.withput7 un3eigoing ^^ ^strict ex- 
amination. : These proce;edings will, fTnot speedily stop- 
ped, raise the resentment of the. people, we fear, and cause 
theiii to undertake such acts as will not b £ in the power of 
any authority to restraint. W^ wpuLd, therelore, be glad, 
and permit us to recommend it seHousfy toyour attention, 
that you wouldleave the comm nnTcation fre e, ^nd_ disperse 
your guards, and not interfere with the meetings of the ' 
people, intendeiJ.spleiy to concert measuresTor j he_p rescr- 
vation of their, JibeitieS, 7 in ^ cbnjunWon "^vini~the otjier ' 
Counties oLthis^pd the rest ofHis Majesty's Cofonies. 



*^htiiiiiti' r'H ii i i g ii tt i - : "--- ' - 
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MASSACHUSETTS PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, 
May 22, 1775. 

"Resolved, That the following Narrative of the excur- 
sion and ravages of the King's Troops, under the com- 
mand of General Gage, on the nineteenth of April last, 
together with the Depositions taken by order of the Con- 
gress to support the truth of it, be sent to the press for 
publication. Samuel Freeman, Secretary." 

A Narrative of the Excursion and Ravages of the King's 
Troops, under the command of General Gage, on the 
nineteenth of April, 1775 ; together with the Deposi- 
tions talcen by order of Congress to support the truth 
of it. Published by authority. 

On the nineteenth day of April, one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-five, a day to be remembered by all 
Americans of the present generation, and which ought, 
and doubtless will be handed down to ages yet unborn, the 
Troops of Britain, unprovoked, shed the blood of sundry 
of the loyal American subjects of the British King in the 
field of Lexington. Early in the morning of said day, a 
detachment of the forces under the command of General 
Gage, stationed at Boston, attacked a small party of the 
inhabitants of Lexington and some other Towns adjacent, 
the detachment consisting of about nine hundred men, com- 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Smith : the inhabitants of 
Lexington, and the other Towns were about one hundred, 
some with and some., without fire-arms, who had collected 
upon information that the detachment had secretly march- 
ed from Boston on the preceding night, and landed on 
Phipps's farm in Cambridge, and were proceeding on their 
way with a brisk pace towards Concord, as the inhabitants 
supposed, to take or destroy a quantity of stores deposited 
there for the use of the Colony ; sundry peaceable inhabi- 
tants having the same night been taken, held by force, and 
otherwise abused on the road, by some officers of General 
Gage's Army, which caused a just alarm, and a suspicion 
that some fatal design was immediately to be put in exe- 
cution against them. This small party of the inhabitants 
was so far from being disposed to commit hostilities against 
the Troops of their Sovereign, that, unless attacked, they 
were determined to be peaceable spectators of this extra- 
ordinary movement ; immediately on the approach of Col- 
onel Smith with the detachment under his command, they 
dispersed ; but the detachment, seeming to thirst for blood, 
wantonly rushed on, and first began the hostile scene by 
firing on this small party, by which they killed eight men 
on the spot, and wounded several others before any guns 
were fired upon the Troops by our men. Not contented 
with this effusion of blood, as if malice had occupied their 
whole souls, they continued the fire, until all of this small 
party who escaped the dismal carnage were out of the 
read) of their fire. 

Colonel Smith, with the detachment, then proceeded to 
Concord, where a part of this detachment again made the 
first fire upon some of the inhabitants of Concord and the 
adjacent Towns, Tvho were collected at a bridge upon this 
just alarm, and killed two of them, and wounded several 
others, before any of the Provincials there had done one 
hostile act. Then the Provincials, roused with zeal for the 
liberties of their Country, finding life and every thing dear 
and valuable at stake, assumed their native valour, and 
returned the fire, and the engagement on both sides began. 
Soon after, the British Troops retreated towards Charles- 
town, having first committed violence and waste on publick 
and private property, and on their retreat were joined by 
another detachment of General Gage's Troops, consisting 
of about a thousand men, under the command of Earl 
Percy, who continued the retreat. The engagement lasted 
through the day ; and many were killed and wounded on 
each side, though the loss on the part of the British 
Troops far exceeded that of the Provincials. 

The devastation committed by the British Troops on 
their retreat, the whole of the way from Concord to Charles- 
town, is almost beyond description ; such as plundering and 
burning of dwelling-houses and other buildings, driving into 
the street .women in child-bed; killing old men in their 
houses unarmed. Such scenes of desolation would be a 
reproach to the perpetrators, even if committed by the 
most barbarous Nations; how much more when done by 



Britons famed for humanity and tenderness ! and all this 
because these Colonies will not submit to the iron yoke of 
arbitrary power. 

depositions taken by order or the congress. 
[For Depositions No. 1. to No. 20. inclusive, see Folio 489-501,] 

A paper having been printed in Boston, representing that 
one of the British Troops killed at the bridge at Concord, 
was scalped and the ears cut off from the head; supposed 
to be done in order to dishonour the Massachusetts people, 
and to make them appear to be savage and barbarous, the 
following deposition was taken, that the truth may be known. 

[No. 21.] 

: Concord, May 11, 1775. 

We, the subscribers, of .lawful age, testify and say, that 
we buried the dead bodies of the King's Troops that were 
killed at the North Bridge in Concord, on the nineteenth 
day of April, 1775, where the action first began, and that 
neither of those persons were scalped, nor their ears cut 
ofF, as has been represented. Zachariah Brown, 

Thomas Davis, Jr. 

Zachariah Brown and Thomas Davis, Jr., personally 
appeared before me, and made oath to the above declara- 
tion. - Duncan Ingraham, Justice of the Peace. 

[No. 22.] 
Hannah Adams, wife of Deacon Joseph Adams, of the 
second Precinct in Cambridge, testifieth and saith, that on 
the nineteenth day of April last past, upon the return of 
the King's Troops from Concord, divers of them entered 
our house by bursting open the doors, and three of the 
soldiers broke into the room in which I then was laid on 
my bed, being scarcely able to walk from my bed to the 
fire, and not having been . to my chamber door from my 
being delivered in child-birth to that' time. One of said" 
soldiers immediately opened my curtains with his bayonet 
fixed, and pointing the same to my breast. I immediate- 
ly cried out, " for the Lord's sake don't kill me." He re- 
plied, "damn you." One that stood near, said, "we 
will not hurt the woman if she will go out of the house, 
but we will surely burn it." I immediately arose, threw a 
blanket over me, went out, and crawled into a corn-house 
near the door, with my infant in my arms, where I remained 
until they were gone. They immediately set the house on 
fire, in which I had left five children and no other person ; 
but the fire was happily extinguished when the house was 
in the utmost danger of being utterly consumed. 

Hannah Adams. 

Middlesex, ss., Cambridge, Second Precinct, ) 

May 17, 1775 : $ 

Hannah Adams, the subscriber of the above deposition, 
personally appeared and made oath to the truth of the 
same. Before me, 

Jona. Hastings, Justice of the Peace. 

[No. 23.] 

Cambridge, May 19, 1775. 

We, Benjamin Cooper and Rachel Cooper, both of Cam- 
bridge aforesaid, and of lawful age, testify and say, that in 
the afternoon of the nineteenth day of April last, the 
King's Regular Troops, under the command of General 
Gage, upon their return from blood and slaughter which 
they had made at Lexington and Concord, fired more than 
one hundred bullets into the house where we dwell, through 
doors, windows, &c. ;■ then a number of them entered the 
house where we and two aged gentlemen were, all unarmed. 
We escaped for our lives into the cellar ; the two aged gen- 
tlemen were immediately most barbarously and inhumanly 
murdered by them, being stabbed through in many places, 
their heads mauled, sculls broke, and their brains beat out 
on the floor and walls of the house. And further saith not. 

Benjamin Cooper,. 
Rachei, Cooper. 
Middlesex, ss., May 19, 1775 : 

The above named Benjamin Cooper and Rachel Cooper 
appeared, and after due caution, made solemn oath to the 
truth of the above deposition by them subscribed. 

Before me, Jonas Dix, Justice of the Peace. 
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RAVAGES OF THE KING'S TROOPS ON THE NINETEENTH 
OF APRIL, 1775. 

The Committee appointed to estimate the damages done 
at Cambridge, Lexington, and Concord, by the King's 
Troops on the 19th day of April, 1775, having attended 
that service, beg leave to report : 

That the devastation made by fire and robbery on said 
day, by said Troops, is as follows, viz : 

The damage to the buildings in Cambridge; estimated 
according to the best skill and judgment of your Commit- 
tee; after viewing the same, amounts to £76 5*. 6d. 

The value of the goods and chatties that were destroyed 
or taken out of said houses, or near the same, by the estima- 
tion of those persons, (by their several accounts exhibited) 
on oath, who lost the same, amounts to £1036 6s. 3d. 

The value of the goodrand chatties that were destroyed 
or taken out of said houses, or near the same, by the esti- 
mation of those persons, by their several accounts exhi- 
bited, who left the same, but were not sworn to by reason 
of some being absent, or some other inconveniences that 
attended the same, amounts to - £72 6*. lOd. 

Damage done to the meeting-house and school-house in 
the north-west precinct, in said Cambridge, estimated by 
your Committee, amounts to - £0 13s. Ad. 

Vessels, linen, and cash belonging to the church of 
said precinct, taken out of the" house of Joseph Adams, 
deacon of said church, its by his account exhibited on 
oath, amounts to - - - £16 16s. 8d. 

Total, £1202 8s. Id. 

Damages sustained in Lexington, viz: 

The following buildings destroyed by fire, with cash, 
utensils, and other ^moveables, either burnt in the same, or 
Qarried away, estimated by the owners of said premises, as 
by their accounts exhibited on oath, £891 8s. 6d. 

Damage to other buildings in said Town, estimated as 
the buildings in Cambridge, amounts to £32 18s. Id. 

Damage (by robbing of said Troops) by sundry inhabi- 
tants, as by their several accounts on oath, £760 18s. 2d. 

Damage sustained by other inhabitants, as their several 
accounts exhibited, but npt on oath, for the reasons afore 
mentioned, amounts to £74 4s. 2d. 

Damage to meeting-house in said Town, £l 12s. Od. 

Total, £1761 Is. 5d. 

Damage sustained in Concord, viz : 

The buildings estimated as above,. - £2 12s. Od. 

Damage sustained by sundry inhabitants in manner afore- 
said,, under, oath, amounts to -- - £209 16s. lQd. 

Damage by other inhabitants, not under oath, for rea- 
sons' aforesaid, amounts to - £59 Is. 9d. 

Damage to sundry door-locks broke in His Majesty's 
Jail, in said Town, by account exhibited on oath, by the 
under keeper of said jail, amounts to £3 6s. Od. 

Total, £274 16s. Id. 



Abraham Fuller, 
Ichabod Goodwin, 
Oliver Whitney, 



Committee. 



SAMUEL BULLARD TO THE MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

Sherburn, May 23, 1775. 

Gentlemen: A harmony between officers and privates 
was never more necessary to promote the general good 
than at this present period. Permit me for a moment to 
suggest to you,, what appears to me in its consequences 
very detrimental to that unanimity hinted above* A ser- 
geant and private soldier informed me this day, that Col- 
onel Jacob Miller, of Hottistown, was likely to be dis- 
charged from his command in, the Regiment. I must say, 
gentlemen, this information gave me great pain,, when I 
consider him as a brave and resolute man, a good soldier, 
and a person who made no interest to obtain the command: 
he held- He is universally esteemed by all who personally 



know him, and was chosen agreeably to the direction of 
the Committee of Safety, as declared by Colonel Fierce, 
moderator of the corps of officers at the time of choice. 
Consider, gentlemen, the apparent consequences which are 
likely to ensue should Colonel Miller be discharged. I 
am credibly informed that three or four companies that 
are raised and are raising will refuse serving in the Re- 
giment, and perhaps be the means of ruining the Regi- 
ment entirely. 1 thought it my duty to communicate these 
hints for the good of my Country, which I hope will be a 
sufficient apology for this address. I am, gentlemen, your 
most obedient servant, Samuel Bullard. 



TO THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Ill Committee of Supplies, Watertown, 
May 22, 1775. 

Sir: The letters which we have this day received from 
General Ward, through your Honourable Congress, carry 
with them such ungenerous treatment as this Committee 
could not conceive that it had merited. We, Sir, are con- 
scious to ourselves of having discharged the heavy duty of 
our office to the utmost of our power with fidelity, and we 
think if your General has any consideration he must ac- 
knowledge it ; nevertheless, after he knew that we had 
issued an advertisement for collecting the Colony Arms in 
the Essex Gazette, instead of assisting us in the matter, 
the Congress is troubled with the affair, as if their Com- 
mittee was incapable of transacting such a trivial under- 
taking. 

But what we think most hardly of is the affair of the 
plank. We received a memorandum, and ordered it to be 
provided immediately ; the owner of the mills had not pro- 
cured them yesterday, but engaged to have them in readi- 
ness by Tuesday morning, which we directed the boatman 
to apprise the General of. We shall, in justice to ourselves, 
expect an explanation of this matter, when the affairs of 
the Colony can be a little settled, from the General; and 
in the interim think it necessary to remove any unfair sug- 
gestions from the minds of the members of your Honour- 
able Congress. Being, Sir, with respect, your humble ser- 
vant, David Cheever, per order. 



MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE PROVIN- 
CIAL CONGRESS. 

In Committee" of Safety, Cambridge, ) 
' May 22, 1775. $ 

Sir : This Committee having received from Captain 
Benedict Arnold, by letter of the 11th of May, instant, 
information, respecting the reduction of Ticonderoga, and 
the situation of that fortress in many respects, beg leave 
to lay said letter before the . Honourable. Congress, that 
they may proceed thereon in such manner a.sjo them in 
their wisdom shall seem meet. This Committee apprehend 
it to be out of their province in any respect whatever. 

We are, with due respect, your Honours' obedient hum- 
ble servants, J. Palmer, Chairman. 
To the Honourable President of the Provincial Congress, 

now sitting at Watertown. 



MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO BENEDICT ARNOLD. 

Watertown, May 22, 1775. 

Sir: This Congress have this day received your letter 
of the eleventh instant, informing the Committee of Safety 
of the reduction of the fort at Ticonderoga, with its depen- 
dencies which was laid before this Congress by said Com- 
mittee. We applaud the conduct of the Troops, and 
esteem it a very valuable acquisition. 

We thank you for your exertions in the cause, and con- 
sidering the situation of this Colony at this )ime, having a 
formidable Army in the heart of it, whose motions must be 
constantly attended to, and as the affairs of that expedition 
began in the Colony of Connecticut, and the cause being 
common to. us all, we have already, wrote to the General 
Assembly of that Colony to take the whole matter respect- 
ing the same under their care and direction, until the advice 
of the Continental Congress can be had in that behalf, a 
copy of. which letter we now enclose you. 
We are, &c. 



.jfir ■ ■ ■ 
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EARL OF DARTMOUTH TO GOVF.RNOCR TRYQN. 

Whitehall, May 23, 1775. 

Sir : In a very short lime after you embarked upon 
your return to your Government, the Petition to the King, 
the Memorial to the House of Lords, and the Representa- 
tion to the House of Commons of the Assembly of New- 
York, upon the subject matter of the grievances they 
complain of, in various instances, of the exercise of the 
constitutional authority of Parliament, were received ; and 
Mr. Burke having delivered to me the Petition to the 
King, I had the honour to present it to His Majesty, who 
was pleased to receive it with the most gracious expres- 
sions of regard, and attention to the humble request of his 
faithful subjects in New-York, who have on this occasion 
manifested a duty to His Majesty, and a regard for the 
authority of the Parent State, which, had they not in the 
Memorial to the House of Lords, and in the Representa- 
tion to the House of Commons, been unfortunately blended 
with expressions containing claims which made it impossi- 
ble for Parliament, consistent with its justice and dignity, 
to receive them, might have laid the foundation of that 
conciliation we have so long and so ardently wished for. 

I will, however, still hope (and I am strengthened in that 
hope by private advices received to day from Pennsylva- 
nia) that the Resolution of the House of Commons of the 
27 th of February will remove all obstacles to the restora- 
tion of the publick tranquillity ; and I am commanded by 
the King to say that nothing can give greater satisfaction 
to the Royal breast than to see us again a happy and united 
people. 

Should such an event take place it will be, and ought 
in justice to be, attributed in great measure to the mode- 
ration and good disposition which has appeared in the As- 
sembly of New-York ; and whilst they continue firm, the 
body of people must soon be convinced how equally vain 
and improper it is to insist upon claims inconsistent with 
their dependance on the authority of Parliament, and that 
the only constitutional method of obtaining redress for any 
grievances they may have to complain of, is through the 
channel of their legal Representatives in Assembly. I am, 
Sir. your most obedient humble servant, Dartmouth. 

Governour Try mi. 

the crisis, no. xiii. 

London, May, 1775. 

Every Englishman must deplore the ill success, and 
abhor the unworthy treatment, which attended the two late 
conciliatory plans in relation to America. Pregnant with 
good sense, benevolence, and sound reason, they will do 
eternal honour to the wisdom, justice, policy, and human- 
ity of the heads and hearts that formed them. How dif- 
ferent was the plan of North ! Crafty, mean, insidious, 
impolitick, irrational, shallow, and (like himself and coad- 
jutors) beneath contempt. This was not treating with 
America, but insulting her ; every step against her hitherto 
has been founded in the greatest inhumanity, the grossest 
ignorance, and the worst policy. I will proceed to prove 
my assertion, and defy the whole cabal of ministerial 
slaughtermen to confute me. I do not call upon the 
master butcher, because he can only be considered (after 
the part he has acted by asserting) an executive, and not 
as a rational master in this business. 

First, then, for the humanity of these proceedings : let 
it be granted only, as it must, that the Crown stands in 
the same relation to America as a parent to her child, and 
my first assertion proves itself. Have any gentle, tender, 
sensible means been used to reconcile her? Have not her 
humble remonstrances, proposals, submissions, and suppli- 
cations, been_treated with contempt? Not suffered to lie 
on the table of a British House of Commons ? Have 
they been deemed worthy of a thought by her pious Sover- 
eign ? Has she not been branded with the ignominious 
name of rebel by Act of Parliament, for no other reason, 
(I mean no true one,) than because she has wisely and 
calmly deliberated upon, remonstrated against, and steadily, 
but not tumultuously, resented the repeated injuries she 
has received ? 

As to riots by mobs, they are not to be imputed to her 
as treason and rebellion. America, as a Nation most un- 
constitutionally oppressed, has hitherto only deliberated 



upon her sufferings. She has not acted. My Lords Suf- 
folk, Pomfret, Radnor, Apsley, and Sandwich, they have 
not acted. It is as yet no treason, my Lords, to think, to 
advise, to fear, and to prepare. You cannot, you dare 
not move to annul, as you may wish, the statute of treasons 
in America. . The Americans have as good a right to that 
as your Lordships. I mean, as yet, my Lords, because I 
am not quite satisfied that, even in the present smuggled 
and corrupt Parliament, the boldest and most venal prosti- 
tute durst make so dangerous a trial upon the patience and 
long sufferance of this Kingdom. 

I will now inform your Lordships, that it is contrary (o 
the Law of Nations to attempt the destruction even of the 
most inveterate enemy by famine, until he has been first 
solemnly summoned to submit. Have the Americans ever 
yet been (though, if men, they shortly will be) in arms? 
Have they yet had a prospect of any other terms than 
such as^ would make them slaves? Will they be weak 
enough to submit to such conditions ? The preliminaries 
hitherto proposed have been founded in oppression, not in 
reason ; they are fit for brutes, not men. The lenient, 
the compassionate North, has treated America like the 
assassin of an alley; with his knife at her throat, he has 
humanely left it at her choice to strip herself, for fear she 
should be stripped by him. Why have the Ministry had 
recourse at first to this inhuman scheme of famine ? They 
fear the Army will relent, when they find they must wade 
through the blood of their own countrymen. Their present 
General (Gage) has, to his honour, declined the bloody 
task. Even a foreigner, to whom the same command was 
offered, has revolted at the thought. Is not this stratagem 
of starving freemen into slavery, the most inhuman, as well 
as the most cowardly of all others, especially when it is 
considered that all the remonstrances of these unhappy 
sufferers have been rejected ? I should insult the reader's 
understanding by waiting for a reply. I therefore come_ 
to the next ingredient in the American persecution— igno- 
rance. 

I must first remark, that some of their wise Lordships 
were for having Maryland and Virginia, very remote in- 
land countries, prohibited from the Fishery. Thus far 
have some of the great and sage counsellors of this Nation 
been ignorant even of the situation of that part of their 
fellow-creatures whom they wish to involve in the most 
dreadful of all calamities — famine. But the very scheme 
itself is impracticable ; these wretched people cannot be 
totally destroyed, either by butchery or famine ; their num- 
bers are great and formidable ; in such a vast extent of 
country their resources will be endless ; they are not desti- 
tute of arms already, and they will be supplied with more 
in spite of our vigilant fleet. They, have all the materials 
necessary for war in the bowels of their Country; they 
have artists, handicraftsmen, manufacturers, and mechan- 
icks of all sorts ; cattle of all kinds ; fruit of the earth in 
vast abundance ; fine streams and rivers, though no doubt 
Administration, for the sake of consistency, will give strict 
orders, and pay highly for the poisoning of these ; but that 
will not easily be effected ; these people in general know 
the use of arms; they have perseverance, courage, reso- 
lution, and, above all, most prophetick Lord Sandwich! 
they have virtue, which can never be overcome. Should 
our Army strike and fall, the hatred, enmity, and revolt of 
America, is fixed forever ; they never will submit to lick 
the tyrant hand which has once been raised against their 
liberties, their properties, and their lives. Under the 
above considerations, the present scheme of Government 
must seem impracticable ; if so, or if, from rancour and 
resentment it has been viewed but partially, it is the gross- 
est ignorance to pursue it. Should Heaven interpose on 
the side of justice, we shall perceive our error too late. 
But were our attempts by sword or famine sure of success, 
Government is only destroying its own vitals. 

What, then, is the policy of this unnatural war? It is 
like the war between the belly and the other members ; 
the whole State must feel its consequence. Shallow North 
told his House of Commons (for it is his) that the imports 
from the American Continent were inconsiderable. Now, 
my Lord, you ought to know (and in honour you should 
have declared) that the imports of that part of America 
into our Sugar Colonies, were the very life of them; neither 
planters nor negroes can subsist without them, particularly 
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in the prohibited, interdicted article of fish, which, when 
salted, is their general food. Your Lordship, by your 
war and your intended famine, has effectually starved and 
ruined all the passive and obedient Sugar Colonies, as well as 
your declared eneniies in America. Thus a*most valuable 
fishery, a considerable sugar trade, and thousands (perhaps 
millions) of innocent and brave lives will be sacrificed by 
a narrow-minded Ministry to wicked views and insatiable 
resentments, in the reign of a monarch born a Briton ! 
An ancient Pict, or a. wild Indian, savage in their natures, 
would blush and shudder at such proceedings. With the 
Colonies and trade the revenue must sink. If royal 
profusion and ministerial corruption were to sink likewise, 
it would be well ; but they will still attempt to draw blood 
from the most impoverished veins. The commercial, the 
landed interest, the publick bank, at last, must feel the 
shock. Then, perhaps, when famine threatens at our cfwn 
doors, the British lion will be roused. Then, for I will 
prophesy in my turn, comes a revolution, fatal to minions, 
pensioners, placemen, knaves, and tyrants; but happy for 
the Nation, if, "from the ashes of all these pests, the rights 
of suffering and insulted Englishmen can be once more 
established. We shall find it to our cost in vain to send 
English soldiers ; none but Scotch will do the business 
against English breasts. I am of opinion, let the wishes 
of the Ministry he what they will, that if every officer who 
goes upon this assassination were a Burgoyne, he would 
be disappointed of the blood he pants for, his command 
will be sinecure, and his victory a brave and virtuous de- 
sertion. All who deserved the name of soldiers, would 
throw down their arms, and embrace their gallant and 
happy countrymen. An English army will not, and a 
navy cannot destroy the liberties of America; the Minis- 
try, who wish to deceive the Nation, are, as they frequently 
are, deceived themselves ; they cannot execute their plan 
without extraordinary and successive, almost perpetual 
drafts of forces. Should the patient spirit of this King- 
dom rise. at such a time in arms, and France and Spain 
add to the horrours of a civil war, even in the midst of 
these calamities it will be spine consolation, that the ad- 
visers, abetters, and detestable heads of these diabolical 
measures, cannot long escape the vengeance of an injured 
people. --■_,-■■ 

WILLIAM HOOPER TO SAMUEL JOHN JOHNSTON, IN NORTH 
CAROLINA. 

Philadelphia, May 23, 1775. 

Dear Johnston : The close attention which I am com- 
pelled to pay to the business of the Congress, scarce gives 
me an opportunity to pay my duty to my friends. As we 
meet at nine A. M. and sit till four P. M., you will readily 
conceive that the little leisure we have is not sufficient for 
\he common functions of life and exercise to keep us in 
health. While I am writing I encroach upon Congress 
hours, and if I could furnish you with any thing interest- 
ing it might be some apology for the transgression. But 
the strict secrecy which is enjoined upon the members, 
leaves us at large to communicate nothing worthy atten- 
tion that happens within the walls of the State-House. 
Let it suffice, that the most perfect harmony subsists among 
the members. 

The character of the New-Yorkers is no longer sus- 
picious. They take a forward and an active share in the 
opposition ; all ranks of people among them are embarked 
in the common cause, and are sacredly resolved to preserve 
the cargo or perish with the ship. The few Tories among 
them are silent ; the cry of liberty is irresistible. The 
, , who are never happy except when dabbling 
in faction, have met a just reward for their misguided zeal, 
and have been compelled (six of them) to seek protection 
on board a King's ship. Rivington follows their fortunes, 
and his printing shop, which forged calumny and sedition 
for the whole Continent, is shut up. New-York must 
now become, the seat of war. The taking of Ticondero- 
ga will divert the attention of Government to that quarter, 
and the New- Yorkers will not long be suffered to be in- 
different spectators of its operations. Believe me, I do 
not think they wish to be. Their City is filled with 
armed men, whom they have raised and disciplined, to be 
called into, action, when, hostilities begun on the part of 



Lord North's troops shall render it necessary. Govern- 
ment has sent them the Asia, man-of-war, we suppose to 
protect their trade, or rather to give spirit to the Tories; 
but that day is past ; they are sunk, never to rise again. 

This City, has taken a deep share in the insurrection 
which is so generally diffused through the Continent. 
Men, women, and children feel the patriotick glow, and 
think every man in a state of reprobation beyond the power 
of heavenly mercy to forgive", who is not willing to meet 
death rather than concede a tittle of the Congress creed. 

Quakerism has received a shock from which it will never 
recover. An attempt to restrain the other sects in their 
spirited conduct, has only shown the weakness of their 
efforts, and the insignificancy of their numbers, when in 
competition with those who think and act differently from 
tljem. The Testimony, to their eternal dishonour, accom- 
panied with the proceedings of the New-York Assembly, 
gave encouragement to Administration to adopt the present 
compulsory measures, which, at this hour, we all lament ; 
for certain it is, till those got to hand, the plan prepared 
by the Administration was conciliatory. 

If it should be thought expedient to raise troops in each 
Colony, and money 6T course rriusl; be supplied, from 
whence must it come in our Province? Would the Pro- 
vincial Convention think It prudent to emit for that pur- 
pose, or are not the' circumstances such as to leave no 
alternative to their choice ? Whether this, or what, will be 
recommended, is still in suspense. This, however, is cer- 
tain, that it will be necessary that a Convention should be 
held immediately upon the return of the Delegates. I 
would, therefore, advise Mr. Harvey to warn the several 
Counties immediately to elect Representatives to sit in 
Convention, and I would propose that each County should 
send ten at least. This is consistent with the Neiv-York 
policy, which thereby has given strength to the cause, by 
interesting so many in the protection of it. Every man, 
let his property be ever so small, has still his rights to 
preserve, and claims a share in the publick consultation, 
which must eventually affect him. Such a step with us 
would be prudent. The spirit wants more in North- Caro- 
lina, I think; -perhaps you may think ten too many. 

Hewes sends you the newspapers. Pray make my com- 
pliments acceptable to every branch of your worthy family. 
Remember me affectionately to Mr. Iredell. I refer you 
to James Charlston for every thing which is not related in 
the newspapers. Only let me add to. the members of the 
Committees, that a resolve has passed the Congress, and 
ordered to be published, that no vessel shall be suffered to 
load for Newfoundland, St. John's, or Nova-Scotia, to sup- 
ply the British fisheries there, or any where else along the 
coast of America. This is much to be noticed ; it is a just 
retaliation for restraining the American fishery. 

Hewes orders me to Congress that he may have an 
opportunity to despatch his vessel ; and as Caswell is indis- 
posed I must obey, and thereby save your patience a 
further trial. I am your affectionate friend and obedient 
humble servant, William Hooper. 



WilliamsburgH, Virginia, May 25, 1775. 

Last Tuesday evening, May 23d, the Honourable Pey- 
ton Randolph, Esquire, escorted all the way from Rujin's 
Ferry by a troop of thirty-six of the Williamsburgh Volun- 
teers, and met a little way out of Town by the rest of the 
company, arrived safe at his house in this City, amidst the 
acclamations of the inhabitants, from the General Congress 
at Philadelphia ; and next morning they presented him 
with the following Address, as a tender of their best ser- 
vices at this dangerous and alarming period : 

To the Honourable Peyton Randolph, Esquire: 

We, the members of the Volunteer Company in Wil- 
liamsburgh, embodied to support the constitutional rights 
and liberties of Ajnerica, are exceedingly alarmed to hear, 
from report, tha't the same malevolent demons from whom 
have originated all the evils of -America, "are now exerting 
their utmost treachery to ensnare your life and safety. The 
friends of liberty and mankind have never escaped the fury 
of arbitrary despots. No wonder, then, that you should be 
selected as a proper victim to be sacrificed tp the malice of 
the present, Administration... . . ' '. ' - 
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Permit us, therefore, (attached to you by the noble ties 
of gratitude and fellow-citizens,) to entreat you in the 
warmest manner to. be particularly attentive to your own 
safety, as you regard the interests of this Country. We 
now proffer to you our services, to be exerted at the ex- 
pense of every thing a freeman ought to hold dear, as you 
may think most expedient, in the defence of your person 
and constitutional liberty, and will most cheerfully hazard 
our lives in the protection of one who has so often encoun- 
tered every danger and difficulty in the service of his coun- 
trymen. May Heaven grant you long to live, the father 
of your Country and the friend to freedom and humanity. 

To which he was pleased to return the following Answer: 

Gentlemen : The affection you have expressed for me 
demands the warmest returns of gratitude. I feel very 
sensibly the happiness resulting from the kind attention of 
my worthy fellow-citizens to my security and welfare, 
"i'our apprehensions for my personal safety arise from re- 
ports which, I hope, have no foundation. Such unjust and 
arbitrary proceedings would bring on the authors of them 
the resentment and indignation of every honest man in the 
British Empire. 1 shall endeavour to deserve the esteem 
you have expressed on this occasion, and shall think it the 
greatest misfortune that can attend me if ever my future 
conduct should give you any reason to be displeased with 
the testimony you have now offered of your approbation. 



WESTMORELAND COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Westmoreland Coun- 
ty, held at the Court-House the 23d of May, 1775, pre- 
sent the Rev. Thomas Smith, Chairman, and fifteen other 
members of said Committee. 

This Committee having taken into consideration the 
Address of the citizens of Williamsburgh, presented to his 
Excellency the Governour, on the 21st of April last, and 
his Excellency's verbal answer thereto, as also his Lord- 
ship's Speech to the Council, the 2d of May, and the 
Proclamation issued the next day, in consequence of the 
advice given him by a majority of the said Council, look 
upon themselves as indispensably bound to declare their 
sentiments thereon, as well to expose thejnimical measures 
of men in high office, for a long time steadily pursued 
against the just rights of a loyal people, as to take off the 
odium they have endeavoured by some late proceedings to 
fix upon this Colony. 

The seizing the powder, confessedly placed in the Maga- 
zine for the defence and protection of this Colony, by order 
of his Excellency the Governour, was a step by no means 
to be justified, even upon the supposition of its being lodged 
there from on board a man-of-war, as his Lordship has in 
his Proclamation asserted, although in his verbal answer to 
the Address of the citizens of Williamsburgh, he has ta- 
citly acknowledged the powder to belong to the Country, 
by agreeing to deliver it up : that is, the same powder they 
demanded as the Country's; and we have been informed 
that the Country had powder in the Magazine, which cannot 
now be found there : We therefore consider the removing 
the powder privately, and when that part of the Country 
was, as his Lordship confesses, in a very critical situation, 
to be a part of that cruel and determined plan of wicked 
administration to enslave the Colonies, by first depriving 
them of the means of resistance, and do Resolve, 

1st. That the dissatisfaction discovered by the people of 
this Country, and late commotions raised in some parts 
thereof, proceeded, not as his Lordship in his Proclama- 
tion has injuriously and inimically charged, from a dis- 
affection to His Majesty's Government, or to a design of 
changing the form thereof, but from a well grounded alarm, 
occasioned altogether by the Governour's late conduct, 
which clearly evinced his steady pursuit of the above men- 
tioned ministerial plan to enslave us. 

2d. That so much of his Excellency's Proclamation 
which declares " the real grievances of the Colony can be 
only obtained by loyal and constitutional applications," is 
an insult to the understanding of mankind, inasmuch as it 
is notorious that this and the other Colonies upon the Con- 
tinent have repeatedly heretofore made those applications, 
which have ever been treated with contumely, and as his 
Lordship, since the late unhappy differences between 



Great Britain and the Colonies have subsisted, hath de- 
prived us of the constitutional mode of application, by" re- 
fusing to have an Assembly. 

3d. That so far from endeavouring or desiring to subvert 
our ancient, and to erect a new form of Government, we 
will, at the risk of our lives and fortunes, support and de- 
fend it, as it existed and was exercised until the year 1763, 
and that his Lordship, by misrepresenting the good people 
of this Colony, as well in his letter to the British Minister as 
in his late Proclamation, has justly forfeited their confidence. 

4th. That His Majesty's Council, who advised the 
Proclamation before-mentioned, have not acfed as they 
were bound to do from their station In Government, which 
ought to have led them to be mediators between the first 
Magistrate and the people, rather than to join in fixing an 
unjust and cruel stigma on their fellow-subjects. 

5th. That the thanks of this Committee are justly due 
to the Delegates of the late Continental Congress, and to 
the Delegates from tins Colony particularly, for their pru- 
dent, wise, arid active conduct, in asserting the liberties of 
America; and that the. design of Government which, in 
some instances, we are informed, has already been carried 
into execution, to deprive them of all offices, civil and 
military, tends manifestly to disturb the minds of the peo- 
ple in general ; and that we consider every person advising 
such a measure, or who shall accept of any office of* pre- 
ferment, of which any of the noble asserters of American 
liberty have been deprived, as an enemy to this Country. 

Ordered, That the Clerk transmit a copy of the forego- 
ing Resolutions to the Printer as soon as conveniently may 
be, in order that the same may be published in the Ga- 
zette. James Davenport, Citric CorrCtee. 

At a Committee held for Westmoreland County, May 
23, 1775, 

Resolved, That every . Merchant or Factor who shall 
import European Goods into this County from any other 
Colony or District, shall, before he be permitted to sell 
such Goods, produce to the Chairman, or any one of the 
Committee, a certificate from the Committee of the Colony, 
County, or District from whence such Goods were pur- 
chased, of their having been imported agreeable to the 
terms of the Association of the Continental Congress. 

James Davenport, Clerk. 



TALBOT COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation for Talbot 
County, on the 23d of May, 1775, at the Court-House of 
the said County, 

The Rev. Mr. John Gordon, Chairman. 

A Letter from the Committee of Observation in Balti- 
more Town, bearing date May 20, 1775, and signifying that 
the Ship Johnston, belonging to Mr. Gildart, of Liverpool, 
was loaded with Salt and Dry Goods, by the house of Messrs. 
Ashtoti, and bound to Chesapeake Bay, was read. 

In consequence whereof, a deputation, consisting of 
eleven gentlemen, was appointed to wait on Mr. James 
Braddock, agent and store-keeper for Mr. Gildart, owner 
of the said Ship Johnston, to advise him of the information 
received, to request him to give a satisfactory account and 
state of all goods now in his hands, and not to assist or 
countenance, directly or indirectly, the landing of any 
goods from the said ship, or in any way to promote the 
sale thereof. On the whole, the deputation aforesaid had 
it in charge to require an answer from Mr. Braddock, as to 
the part he meant to act on this occasion, and whether he 
would comply with their requisition, and to report the same 
to the Committee on Tuesday, the 30th instant, on which 
day they agreed to meet, unless the deputation should 
think it necessary to call a Committee sooner, in which 
case they were requested to give publick notice. 

On the 30th instant the Committee, as above, met ac- 
cording to appointment, when the deputation aforesaid 
appeared, and reported that they went to Mr. Braddock's 
store, but not finding him at home, they left a copy of the 
letter from the Committee of Baltimore Town, together 
with a copy of the order of this Committee, to be delivered 
to him when he should return. 

In consequence' of this Mr. Braddock appeared before 
the Committee, and informed them •'' that he did expect 
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the. Ship Johnston shortly to arrive in Miles River, but that 
he had no" advice, nor had any reason to believe (except 
from the aforesaid letter from the Baltimore Town Com- 
mittee) that the said ship would bring either Dry Goods or 
Salt." ... . 

Mr, Braddock did likewise, at the same time, volunta- 
rily enter into the following engagement and promise : 
"That if the Ship Johnston, or any other vessel having on 
board any Goods or Merchandise prohibited by the Ame- 
rican Association, shall come addressed to him, or to any 
oth.er agent or factor for Mr. Oildart, he will, in such an 
event, neitner directly nor indirectly receive, nor assist in 
landing, storing, or following the said Goods or Merchan- 
dise, but that, on the contrary, he will, immediately and 
forthwith, give notice of the arrival of the said ship or 
other vessel to the above mentioned deputation, or to some 
four of them, (who are appointed to go on board such ship 
or vessel, and to examine the papers, viz : the manifest, 
the cockets, and log-book,) and that he would give direc- 
tions for the immediate return of any ship or vessel address- 
ed to him, without breaking bulk." 

Mr. Braddock delivered, at the same time, to the Com- 
mittee an inventory of the Goods he has now on hand, 
with which they declared themselves satisfied for the pre- 
sent. - 

On the same day information being made to the Com- 
mittee that Mr. Brascup, tavern-keeper at Talbot Court- 
House, had, on Tuesday, the 23d of May, served up a 
Lamb at his table, he was accordingly called before the 
Committee to give an account of his conduct; and upon 
his informing them that he had not purchased more than 
two or three Lambs, which he had been assured were yean- 
ed before the first day of January, and on his promise that 
he would not, for the future, purchase any more Lambs 
without a certificate from the seller that they had been 
yeaned, either before the first day of January or after the 
first of May, the Committee were satisfied, and dismissed 
Mr. Brascup. 

Ordered, That the above proceedings be published in 
the Maryland Gazette. 

Signed by order of the Committee : 

Robert Wilson, Clerk pro tern. 



ROBERT HANNA AND OTHERS TO GOVERNOUR PENN. 

Pittsburgh, May 23, 1775. 

May it please your Honour : Shortly after our con- 
finement here we wrote you in what manner we have been 
treated by the court of Fort Dunmore, as 'tis called, and 
also enclosed a list of actions brought against us for acting 
in our office, with the writs of adjournment from and to 
Staunton; but we have the greatest reason to believe it 
has not yet come to your hands, by reason of our receiving 
no answer. We have ever since remained, and now are in 
jail bounds, though often threatened with close confine- 
ment. We, with the assistance of one of our brethren 
now in the same state with us, (namely, Thomas Scott,) 
would inform your Honour as follows, viz: The said Scott 
was recognised on the thirteenth of November last past, to 
appear at the next court then to be holden at this place ; 
notwithstanding the appearance was made accordingly, and 
no court held, yet the recognisance was continued; and 
since, the body of said Scott was arrested by armed force, 
with five writs, one at the suit of the King, and four civil 
processes, for acting by virtue of your Honour's commis- 
sion of the peace ; to which process the said Scott appeared 
here at court the sixteenth instant, and upon the said recog- 
nisance, was adjudged by the court to be bound in five 
hundred Pounds, with two sureties in two hundred and fifty 
Pounds each, to keep the peace, be of good behaviour, and 
in particular not to act as a Magistrate by any authority de- 
rived from Pennsylvania. On refusing to give such bail, 
on account of the latter clause in particular, though suffi- 
cient bail for the prison bounds was tendered, was ordered, 
and put into close jail with murderers and thieves, and 
there detained about one hour ; but on a mot|on to the court, 
made by Mr. Haroie, was admitted to prison bounds bail. 

In consequence of the disagreeable circumstances we 
now labour under, and more especially those of us who 
have families, we look upon it absolutely necessary to send 
the bearer hereof express, (who is ordered to wait your 



answer,) praying your immediate instructions, whether we 
shall give the bail required by this court, break the bounds, 
or in what manner we shall be enlarged, or conduct our- 
selves to your Honour's satisfaction, and the interest of the 
Government, to which we are closely attached. 

Sir, the unhappy situation to which this Country is at 
present reduced by the proceedings of the Virginians, has 
rendered it impossible for us to collect any sum of money 
whatever ; and our ready cash being nearly exhausted in 
defence of the caus.e, lays us under the necessity of apply- 
ing to your Honour for the sum of fifteen Pounds, which 
we were obliged to promise to said express for his services, 
which we hope you will order him paid before he leaves 
Town, and also enclose such other sums of money as you 
may think sufficient to defray the past expenses, and answer 
the present necessities of your Honour's most obliged and 
very humble servants, Robert Hanna, 

James C avet , 
Thomas Scott. 
To the Honourable John Penn, Esq., Governour and Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Province of Pennsylvania, Sic. 



ROBERT HANNA AND OTHERS TO GOVERNOUR PENN. 

Pittsburgh, May 23, 1775. 

May it please your Honour : Messrs. Hanna and 
Cavet, who were apprehended and taken into custody the 
twenty-second of last February, as you have been already 
informed by despatches forwarded to you by them imme- 
diately for that purpose ; and we are sorry to find that they 
have not as yet received any reply to their letters on that 
subject, although they are now upwards of three months 
confined to prison bounds at this place, to the great preju- 
dice of their persons and families, by pretended authority 
from the Government of Virginia, which did, and still 
continues to tyrannize over this unhappy part of your 
Province, but more especially over us, who beg leave to 
address your Honour on this pressing occasion, for we are 
aimed at in a particular manner as the objects of their re- 
sentment, therefore are doomed to utter ruin and destruc- 
tion, if they by any means can accomplish their aim. They 
are not satisfied with imprisoning our persons, (of which 
every one of us has participated in turn,) but insult and 
domineer over' us as well in open court as every where 
else opportunity serves. They have procured a number of 
litigious law suits, entered against every one of us, for act- 
ing as Magistrates by authority from the Government of 
Pennsylvania, as well before, as since Lord Dunmore and 
his tools usurped the .jurisdiction of this distressed part of 
the Province ; the Militia continuing to kill our cattle and 
hogs, just as it suits them, without any questions asked of 
the owners, or satisfaction offered. 

They likewise take upon themselves to determine our 
title to lands, as well betvveen this and Liigonier, as beyond 
this place, by a jury of twelve men of their own choosing, 
without allowing the defendant the privilege, of objecting 
to any of that number; notwithstanding Magistrates of their 
own appointment could be procured on the ground to testify 
some of these select men were the sworn enemies of the 
defendants. 

This was actually the case with Mr. Devereux Smith, 
the third instant, when Connolly in the like manner dispos- 
sessed him of a tract of land some miles eastward of this 
place, and declared it should be the property of one George 
Sly ; and, in six days afterwards, the Sheriff broke open 
Mr. Smith's door, and gave the said Sly possession,. In 
short we are deemed and treated like degraded beings that 
are nowise entitled to the common right of mankind; and 
the very name of a Pennsylvanian is sufficient to render 
any man odious at this day now-a-days. 

To conclude, we are worried out with repetitions of ty- 
ranny and oppression, and greatly injured'in bodies, minds, 
and estates ; in the meantime we are, with sincere attach- 
ments to your Honour's person and Government, your 
Honour's most humble and most devoted servants, 

Robert Hanna, .ZEneas Mackay, 
James Cavet, Thomas Scott. 

Devereux Smith, 
To John Penn, Esquire, Governour of the Province of Penn- 
sylvania, &c. 

P. S. As we find ourselves so deeply engaged in law- 
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suits, brought against us for acting as Magistrates, both 
before and since Lord Dunmore extended the jurisdiction 
this length, we were obliged to employ Mr. John Ilarvie 
to appear in our behalf in all the actions already brought 
on account of Government. We therefore humbly hope 
you will be pleased to honour a draft amounting to thirty 
Pounds, our money, drawn by us in favour of said Harvie 
on you ; to be paid when it may come to hand, which 
will oblige us all. 



NATHANIEL WALES, JUN., AND OTHERS, TO THE SPEAKER 
OF THE ASSEMBLY OK CONNECTICUT. 

New-York, Mjy 23, 1775. 

Sir: We arrived in this city last evening, and have the 
satisfaction to inform you that the. Committee of New- 
York have complied with the direction of the Continental 
Congress, as to furnishing our forces at Ticonderoga with 
provision. 

The Provincial Convention of this Province are now 
sitting, but have not got through the business of examining 
certificates, &.c. ; we have not therefore as yet laid our ap- 
pointment before them. We have had a personal con- 
lerence with Mr. fierce, an eminent English merchant of 
Montreal, express to the Continental Congress, with intel- 
ligence of a most interesting nature. He informs us that 
all the French officers of Canada are now in actual pay 
under General Carleton. That St. Luke It Come, who 
was Superintendent of all the Indians in Canada while it 
was in the hands of the French, and is father-in-law of Mr. 
Campbell, who is Superintendent under His Majesty, has 
sent belts to Northern Tribes, as far up as the Falls of 
St. Mary and Michilimackinack, to engage them to take 
up arms against the New-England Colonies, but the event 
of that embassy is not yet known. That a similar appli- 
cation has been made to the tribes nearer tp the frontiers 
of the English settlements, but with little success, as not 
more than forty Indians could be found that would engage 
in the measures ; that the plan of operations in Canada is 
to procure the savages to join with the Canadians in hos- 
tilities against the rebels of New-England. 

Mr. Fierce gives it as his opinion that the Canadians, 
viz : the plebeians, will not, but with the utmost reluctance, 
engage against the Colonists, but that the nobles are our 
bitter enemies. He also says that General Carleton was 
expected at Montreal in a day or two after he left that 
place, which was the eleventh May instant, and that he was 
to take up his residence there for this summer. 

We are now about to take up lodgings in the heart of 
the City, where we shall have an opportunity of conversing 
with the citizens, and learn their true spirit. The Provin- 
cial Convention of New- Jersey meet this day ; we propose 
to wait on them some time this week. 

We can at present give you no just account of the state 
of the cause of liberty in this City, but hope, from the little 
information we have already had, that there will not be so 
general a defection as we apprehended. 

We are, with due respect, your most obedient servants, 

Nathaniel Wales, Jr., 
Thaddeus Burr, 
Pierpoint Edwards. 

To the Honourable William Williams, Esq., Speaker of 
the House of Assembly, Connecticut. 



EXTRACT OF A" LETTER FROJI TICONDEROGA TO A GEN- 
TLEMAN IN HARTFORD, CONN., DATED MAY 23, 1775. 

I shall endeavour to give you a very concise journal of 
matters here since the twelfth instant. 

May 1 1 . — We set sail from Skenesborough in a schooner 
belonging to Major Skene, which we christened Liberty. 

Sunday 13. — Arrived at Ticonderoga, from whence, 
after some preparations, we set sail for Crown Point. 

Monday 14, — Contrary winds retarded our voyage, and 
the day drew to a close when we anchored, at Crown 
Point. ™ 

Tuesday 15. — Contrary winds. Colonel Arnold, with 
thirty men, took the boat and proceeded on for St. John'", 
leaving to Captain Sloan the command of the vessel with 
the sailors, and to me the command of the soldiers on board. 
About twelve o'clock, while beating down, we espied a 
boat; sent out our coxswain to bring her in. It proved 
to be the French post from Montreal, with Ensign Mo- 
land on board. We examined the mail, and among other 
things, found an exact list of all the regular Troops in the 
Northern Department, amounting to upwards of seven hun- 
dred. 

Wednesday 16.^A fair gale. We overtook Colonel Ar- 
nold in the boat, took him on board, and at night arrived 
within thirty miles of St. John's, when the wind fell and 
the vessel was becalmed. We immediately armed our two 
boats, manned them with thirty-five men, and determined, 
by dint of rowing, to fetch St. John's, and take the place 
and the King's sloop by surprise at break of day. 

Thursday 17. — After rowing hard all night, we arrived 
within half a mile of the place at sunrise, sent a man to 
bring us information, and in a small creek, infested with 
numberless swarms of gnats and musquetoes, waited with 
impatience for his return. _ The man returning, informed 
us they were unapprised of our coming, though they had 
heard of the taking of Ticonderoga and Crown Point. We 
directly pushed for shore, and landed at about sixty rods 
distance from the barracks; the men had their arms, but 
upon our briskly marching up in their faces, they retired 
within the barracks, left their arms, and resigned themselves 
into our hands,. We took fourteen prisoners, fourteen stands 
of arms, and some small stores. We also took the King's 
sloop, two fine brass field-pieces, and four boats. We de- 
stroyed five boats more, lest they should be made use of 
against us. Just at the completion of our business, a fine 
gale arose from the north ; we directly hoisted sail, and re- 
lumed in triumph. About six miles from St. John's, we 
met Colonel -<4//ew~witb four boats and ninety men, who de- 
termined to proceed and maintain the ground. This scheme 
Colonel Arnold thought impracticable, as Montreal was 
near, with plenty of men, and every necessary for war. 
Nevertheless, Colonel Allen proceeded and encamped on 
the opposite side of the lake, or ri.ver, as it is there called ; 
the next morning he was attacked by two hundred Regulars, 
and obliged to decamp and retreat. 

Friday 18.: — Returned again to Crown Point, from thence 
to Ticonderoga. 

Saturday 19. — Encamped at Ticonderoga. Since. that 
time npthing material has happened. It is Colonel Arnold's 
present design that the Sloop Enterprise, as she is called, 
and the Schooner Liberty, shall cruise on the Lake, and 
defend our frontiers,, till men, provisions, and ammunition 
are furnished to carry on the war. 



NEW-JERSEY PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Extracts from the Journal of Proceedings of the Provin- 
cial Congress of New- Jersey, held at Trenton on the 

. 23d of May, 1775. 

List of Deputies who attended :. ■ 

Bergen. — John Fell, John Demurest, Hendrick Kuyper, 
Abraham Van Boskirk, Edo Merselius. 

Essex. — Henry Garritse, Michael Vreeland, Robert 
Drummond, John Berry, William P. Smith, John 
Slites, John Chetwood, Abraham Clark, Elias Boudi- 
not, Isaac Ogden, Philip Van Gortlandt, Bethuel 
Ptirson, Caleb Camp. 



Middlesex.— Nathaniel Heard, William Smith, John 
Dunn, John Lloyd, Azariah Dunham, John Schur- 
man, John Wetherill, David Williamson, Jonathan 
Sergeant, Jonathan Baldwin, Jonathan Deare. 

Morris.— William Winds, William De Hart, Jonathan 
Stiles, Peter Dickersdn, Jacob Drake, Ellis Cook, 
Silas Condit. 

Somerset. — Hendrick Fisher, John Roy, Peter Schenck, 
Abraham Van Neste, Enos Kelsey, Jonathan D. Ser- 
geant, Frederick Frelinghuysen, William Paterson. 

Sussex, — Archibald Stewart, Edward .Dumont, William 
Maxwell, Ephraim Martin. 

Monmouth.: — Edward Taylor, Joseph Saltar, Robert 
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Montgomery, John Holmes, John Covenhoven, Daniel 
Hendrickson, Nicholas Van Brunt. 

Hunterdon.' — Samuel Tucker, John Mehelm, John 
Hart, John Stout, Jasper Smith, Thomas Lowry, 
Charles Stewart, Daniel Hunt, Ralph Hart, Jacob 
Jennings, Richard Stevens, John Stephens, Junior, 
Thomas Stout, Thomas Jones, John Basset. 

Burlington, — Joseph Borden, Isaac Pearson, Colin 
Campbell, Joseph Read, John Pope. 

Gloucester. — John Cooper, Elijah Clark, John Sparks. 

Cumberland. — Samuel Fithian, Jonathan Elmer, Tho- 
mas Ewing. 

Salem. — Andrew Sinnickson, Robert Johnson, Samuel 
Dick, Jacob Scoggin, James James. 

Cape-May. — Jesse Hand. 

Tuesday, May 23, 1775. 
The Provincial Congress having been appointed to con- 
vene this day at Trenton, a large number of the Deputies 
accordingly assembled ; and the day was spent in examin- 
ing and comparing the Certificates of election of the seve- 
ral Members present. 

Wednesday, May 24, 1775. 

The Congress proceeded to the choice of a President, 
when Hendrick Fisher, Esquire, was duly elected ; Jona- 
tha7i D. Sergeant, Esquire, was chosen Secretary, and 
William Paterson, Esquire, and Mr. Frederick Frcling- 
huysen, his Assistants. 

Inasmuch as the business on which this Congress are 
now assembled, and is likely to engage their deliberations, 
appears to be of the highest moment, and may, in the 
event, affect the lives and properties, the religion and liber- 
ties of their constituents, and of their remotest posterity, it 
unquestionably becomes the representative body of a Chris- 
tian community to look up to that all-powerful Being, by 
whose providence all .human events are guided, humbly 
imploring his divine favour, in presiding over and directing 
their present councils towards the re-establishment of order 
and harmony between Great Britain and her" distressed 
Colonies; and that he would be graciously pleased to suc- 
ceed the measures that may be devised as most conducive 
to these desirable ends : It is, therefore, 

Ordered, That the President do wait upon the Minis- 
ters of the Gospel in this Town, and, in behalf of this 
Congress, request their alternate attendance and service 
every morning at eight o'clock, during the session, in order 
that the business of the day may be opened with prayer 
for the above purposes. ~ 

The President opened to the Congress the important 
occasion of their meeting ; recommended the utmost de- 
liberation in determining on the measures to be pursued in 
defending those inestimable rights and privileges to which, 
by our happy Constitution, the inhabitants of this Province 
are justly entitled ; and that clue care might betaken to 
support the established civil authority (so far as might con- 
sist with the preservation of their fundamental liberties) 
for the maintenance of good order and the undisturbed ad- 
ministration of justice. 

The C on g r ess then took into consideration the present 
unhappy^ contest between Great Britain and these Colo- 
nies, which they determined to be of such a nature, and 
had arrived to such a crisis, that this Convention had be- 
come absolutely necessary, in order to provide such ways 
and means for the security of the Province, as the exigen- 
cies of the times require; and, at the same time, declared 
that they had assembled with the profoundest veneration 
for the person and family of His sacred Majesty George 
the Third, firmly professing all due allegiance to his right- 
ful authority and Government, 

Whereas a majority of the several legislative Represent- 
atives of this Colony, in General Assembly convened at 
Perth-Amboy, in January last, was instructed and author- 
ized by their constituents to elect and appoint Deputies to 
represent this Province in the Continental Congress now 
sitting in the City of Philadelphia :_ And whereas the said 
General Assembly accordingly did elect and appoint Ste- 
phen Crane, James Kinsey, William Livingston, John De 
Hart,- and Richard Smith, Esquires, for that purpose: 
And whereas some of the Counties of this Colony omitted 



so to instruct and authorize their said legislative Represent- 
atives, who, notwithstanding, cordially joined in the said 
election and appointment: This Congress do, therefore, 
heartily approve of the said Stephen Crane, James Kinsey, 
William Livingston, John De Hart, and Richard Smith, 
as Representatives of this Province in the said Continental 
Congress ; and do also sincerely thank the House of As- 
sembly for the laudable regard they have shown for the 
rights and liberties of the good people of this Province, in 
timely adopting the Continental Association, and resolving 
in favour of the Resolutions and Proceedings of the late 
Continental Congress. 

And it is unanimously agreed and Resolved, That it will 
be most eligible for the inhabitants of each respective 
County in this Colony, whenever a Continental Congress 
shall be again necessary, to appoint and empower Depu- 
ties to meet in Provincial Congress, for the purpose of 
electing Delegates to represent this Province in ^uch Con- 
tinental Congress. 

Ordered, That all Votes be taken from the Counties 
respectively, so that the Vote of each County be taken as 
one. - 

The Congress having considered the application of about 
two hundred of the inhabitants of the Township of Shrcivs- 
bury, in the County of Monmouth, calling themselves As- 
sociators of the said Township,' do unanimously advise that 
the persons appointed by the said present Associators as 
their Committee, do immediately advertise a meeting of 
the inhabitants of the said Township of Shrewsbury, in 
order to choose a Committee of Observation for the said 
Township, and adopt the Association recommended by the 
Continental Congress; and after such choice and adoption, 
to elect Deputies, one or more, to represent them in this 
Congress. And that the persons who shall be so elected, 
by a majority of the inhabitants attending the said meeting 
of the Township, be received as members of this Congress. 
And in case of the refusal or neglect of the Township so to 
do, then this Congress do advise the said Committee of the 
present Associators to send a Deputy or Deputies for them- 
selves to this Congress; and do direct the said Committee 
to make and certify their report to this Congress of what 
shall have been done in this behalf. 

Thursday, May 23. 1775. 

Samuel Tucker, Esquire, was elected Vice-President, by 
a plurality of votes. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of a written 
Message to the Continental Congress, which, after certain 
amendments, was approved and ordered to be entered, and 
a copy to be made and signed by the President ; which 
Message is in the words following, viz: 

In Provincial Congress of New-Jersoy, } 
Tronton, May 25, 1775. \ 

Gentlemen: In the present very alarming crisis, we 
have been appointed by the several .Counties of ' tbis Prov- 
ince as their Deputies, to meet in Provincial Congress. 

We are accordingly now convened in this place, with 
dispositions the most heartily to concur, to the utmost of 
our abilities, in the common cause of America. Yet we 
think it not advisable to enter into any measures of conse- 
quence, until some general plan may be agreed upon and 
recommended by you. 

In this first instance of such Assembly in the Colony, 
without any precedent among ourselves to direct us, and, 
at the same time, anxiously concerned to make our Pro- 
vincial measures consistent with that plan which may be 
devised and recommended by the Continental Congress, 
we have judged it' necessary to address ourselves to you, 
for such advice and assistance as you, in your wisdom, may 
think proper to favour us with. For this purpose we have 
deputed two of our members, WiUiam P. Smith and Elias 
Boudinot, Esquires, the bearers hereof, whom jve recom- 
mend to the Congress, requesting you will furnish' us, by 
them, with such directions concerning the line of conduct 
in which we ought to act, as will prevent any measures we 
may adopt from marring or obstructing the general views 
of the Congress, or disappointing your expectations. 
Signed by order: - :: -_. - 

Hendrick. Fisher, President. 

To the Members of the Continental Congress. 
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. '- - Friday, May 2G, 1775 t 

The Continental-Congress having resolved unanimous- 
ly, " That all exportations. to Queleck, Nova-Scotia, the 
Island of 5* , Johrfs, Newfoundland, Georgia, (except the 
Parisli of St. John's) and to East and West Florida, im- 
mediately cease; and that no Provisions of any kind, or 
other necessaries, be furnished to the British Fisheries orj 
the American coasts, until it he otherwise determined by 
the Congress :" 

Resolved unanimously, That this Congress do earnestly 
recommend to the good people of this Province, that they 
do most religiously adhere to the said.Resolution ; and that 
the Secretary do publish this Resolve in one or more of the 
publick Newspapers. ~ 

The Committee appointed Tor opening a correspondence 
with the Provincial Congress of New-York, reported a 
draught of a Letter for that purpose; which was read, ap- 
proved, and ordered_.to.be entered, and a copy to be made 
put jnd signed by the President ; which Letter was in the 
words following, viz : 

Gentlemen: We, the Deputies appointed by the jn-. 
habitants of New-Jersey to meet in Provincial Congress, 
are now convened here, for the purpose of pursuing such 
meffsrjres.as may be thought most expedient in the present 
,unhappy situation to which, the Colonies are reduced, and 
which _the peculiar exigencies of the times may require. 
As nothing can tend more to ensure success to the steps 
which may, at this critical juncture, be adopted by the 
several Provinces, than a uniform plan of conduct, we con- 
ceived it necessary to look up to the Continental Congress 



second time ; and, being now considered, it. Was Mani- 
roously resolved, that the petitioners, having made the best 
satisfaction in their power for their former breach of the 
General Continental Agreement, and expressed their reso- 
lution strictly to adhere to the same in future, ought to he 
restored to the favourable regard of their Country ; and 
the said Robert and John Murray we accordingly restored 
to all the civil and commercial privileges which they liere- 
to fore enjoyed in this Province. 

- = „ - - V _ " ; ";- -■"-, ^-- '-^ ± "^Afternoon. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the form 
of an Association, which; was reported in the morning; 
and, after certain amendments, approved the same, and or- 
dered it to "be entered, which is in the words following: 

" We, the subscribers, freeholders and inhabitants of the 
Township of . . . . . , in the County of ... . , , and 
Province of New-Jersey, having long viewed with conceTif 
the avowed design of the Ministry of Great Britain to 
raise a revenue hi America ; hejng deeply affected with 
the cruel hostilities already commenced in the Massachu- 
setts-Bay for carrying that arbitrary design into execution ; 
convinced that the preservation of the rights and privileges 
of America depends, under GW, on the firm unio n of its 
inhabitants, do, with hearts abhorring slavery, and ardently 
wishing for a reconciliation with our Parent State, on con- 
stitutional principles, solemnly associate and resolve, under 
the sacred ties of" virtue, honour, and. lpve to our Co untr y, 
that we will personally, and as far as pur influence .|xj|nd*s, 
endeavour tp_support and carry into executiotWnatevet 
measures may be - recommended Jby the T^ontlneotaT and 
for.their advice and .direction, which we have accordingly our Provincial Congresses, for defending pur Constitution,"' 
applied for, and hVpe soon to receive. We also think it of and preserving the same inviolate "" " 



consequence that a correspondence should be established 
with you and our other sister Colonies, and a free commu- 
nication, be had, from time tp time, of such measures as may 
be judged most conducive to the interest of the common 
causey and we request to be favoured with such intelli- 
gence as inay occur to you worthy of attention, and of 
winch our 'situation - "'"may probably deprive us. 



Monday, May 29, 1775. 

Pierpoini Edwards, Esquire, one of a Committee from 
the Assembly of Connecticut to this Congress, attended 
with certain propositions and instructions, which were re- 
ceived and read, and ord.ered to be referred . for further 
consideration. 

Messrs. Daniel Hcndrickson and Nicholas Van Brunt, 
from the Township of Shrewsbury, in the County pf Mon- 
mouth, produced a certificate that the said Township had 
chosen a Committee of Observation pursuant to the direc- 
tions of the Continental Congress, and that they had elected 
these gentlemen as Deputies to represent the said Town- 
ship in this Congress. The said certificate was allowed 
and filed, . 

• • • ■ - .■■■•■■ Tuesday, May 30, 1775. 

WiMtimF. Smith and Elias Boudinot, Esquires, the 
Committee sent by this Congress with a Message tp the 
Continental Congress, returned with a written Answer, im- 
porting that the Congress were npt as yet prepared to give 
any advice on the state of this Province, and promising the 
same' tesdon; as they should be prepared. 

Jonathan D. Sergeant, Esquire, having resigned his 
office , of Secretary to this Congress, William Paterson, 
Esquire, was chosen Secretary, and Mr. Frederick Fre- 
linghuysen Deputy Secretary. 

The Congress received a Letter from the Provincial 
Congress of New-York, in answer to theirs of the 26th 
instant, impelling their readiness to establish a cprrespond- 
en'ce with us, and a free communication pf such measures 
as may from time tp time be judged cpnducive to promote 
the common pause. ,.*; ... 

■-.'-.- :- Wednesday, May 31, 1775. 

The Petition of Robert Murray and John Murray, set- 
ting forth their sincere contrition for violating the Conti- 
nental. Association, and their determined resolution for the 
future strictly to observe the same, Sic, was read, and or- 
dered a second reading. - ; 

The Petition of Robert and John Murray was read a 
Fourth Series, — Vol. ii. 44 



" We do also further associate and" agree, as far as shall 
be consistent with the measures adopted for the preserva- 
tion of American freedom, tp support the Magistrates and 
other civil officers in the execution of their duty, agreeable, 
to the laws of this Colony; and tP observe the directions of 
our Committee, acting according tp the Resolutions pf "the; 
aforesaid . Continental and. Provincial CpngressisT; Irmly 
determined, by all means in_ our_,prjwer, to guard against 
those disorders and confusions "t6"-whTch "the"" pecWiaTcir- 
cumstances of the times may expose us." : - - - -77-7 " 

Resolved, That cepies of theabove Association pe im- 
mediately sent to the Committees of Dbservatjpnpr^Cgj- 
respondence In the several Counties in" tliis* Province, , which 
have npt already associated in a s|nj^r manner, in order 
that the same may be sighed by the several mhabiTants, 
accompanied with the following Letter, to be sigrild by tTie 
President: .""._...] ^^^.^ 

. Gentlemen : Anxiously desirotrs to promote, as far as 
possible, an union among the inhabitants' of thjsUpIpny, 
we have thought proper to recommend to them the" en- 
closed Association, which" we desire may be* immediately 
signed by the good people of your Township ; thtrara 
time when our most valuable privileges are irJ vMe cT, we 
may, in a uniform manner, make our defence, and prevent 
the evils to which pur unhappy situation e_xpo?eXlil, " 



Thursday, Junel, 1775. 

The Committee appointed to prepare the draught of an 
answer to Fierpoint Edwards, Esquire, reported the same, 
which was read, approved, and ordered to be ejiteredQ and 
a copy thereof to be delivered, signed by the 'President ; 
which is in the words following : '■---- ~~ ,-' ^ ; -- z^-- 

In ProTincial Congress, New Jersey, ) 

Pierpoint Edwards, Esquire, from the Colony of Con- 
necticut, having laid before this Congress sundry papers, 
containing, among other things, the appointment of a Com- 
mittee by the House of .Representatives of said^Cofony, 
for the purpose of procuring intelligence of the^true state 
of this Province, giving" information* of the state r of the said 
Colony of Connecticut, and for cultivating harmony rand 
good correspondence with this Pro\ince ; and this Congress 
having read and considered the same, take this method of 
expressing their highest satisfaction with the spirited con- 
duct and proceedings of the said' Colony of Connecticut, 
and do hereby request the said' Mr- Edwards to assure the 
Honourable House of Rerjresentalivesof that Colony, that 
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the Province of Mew- Jersey will most heartily co-operate 
with them in, the general measures now pursuing for the 
common defence of the rights of America, and will, with 
great pleasure, cultivate that harmony and good correspond- 
ence with our brethren of Connecticut, which they so earn- 
estly desire ; that this Congress are now engaged in set- 
tling a plan for putting the Province in the best state of 
defence in their power, and are ready to pursue such other 
methods and directions as shall be recommended to them 
by the Continental Congress, from whom they are daily 
expecting advice for this purpose ; and whenever any par- 
ticular measure shall be finally settled and concluded upon 
by this Province, the House of Representatives of Con- 
necticut _ shall have the_earliest intelligence. 

-...-■ .„. "Friday, June 2, 1775. 

A Letter from Pierpoint Edwards, Esquire, requesting 
copies of such of the Resolves and Proceedings of this 
Congress as respected the regulation of the Militia, the 
raising of men and money, &c, for the common defence 
of America, was received and read ; to which the following 
answer, was returned, viz: 

Sir : The Congress received your polite letter of this 
morning, and are sorry that the Militia'Bill and other mat- 
ters now before them are not so far completed that they 
can comply with your request, in giving you extracts from 
tjiem to take with you to the Honourable House of As- 
sembly of the Colony of Connecticut. .You may, how- 
ever, be assured, tliat when the Congress rises, a copy of 
such proceedings as shall be necessary to be communicated, 
will be transmitted Jo the Speaker of your Honourable 
House. . We are, Sic. 

Saturday, June 3, 1775, P. M. 
The draught of a plan for Tegulating the Militia of this 
Colony, which was reported in the morning, was read 
ti fecpnjl jime ;_and, after sundry amendments, was ap- 
proved, and ordered to be entered; which is in the words 
following : 
"- The. Congress, taking into consideration the cruel and 
arbitrary measures adopted and pursued by the British 
Parliament and present Ministry for the purpose of sub- 
jugating ihe American Colonies to the most, abject servi- 
tude"; "andbein^apprehen'srve that all pacifick.measures_for 
the redress of our grievances will prove ineffectual, do 
think ixbighly necessary that the inhabitants of this Prov- 
ince Be "Forthwith properly armed and disciplined for de- 
fending the cause oL American freedom. And further 
considering that, to answer this desirable end, it is requisite 
that such persons be entrusted with the command of the 
Militia ai.gan„be" confid ed in by the people, and are truly 
zealous in support oT our just rights and privileges, do re- 
commend_ajid adyjsVtMt the good people of this Province 
henceforward . sjrictly observe the following Rules and 
Regulations^ until this Congress shall make further order 
therejn_:_l^,_ .:.:__'; "......" 

1st. .That oae or more Companies, as the case may re- 
quire, be immediately formed in each Township or Corpo- 
ration ; and, to this end, that the several Committees in. this 
Provlrrcg ..Jo^'aFsooTf as may be, acquaint themselves with 
the rininber of male inhabitants in their respective Districts, 
from the age of sixteen to fifty, who are capable of bearing 
arms,rand thereupon form them into companies, consisting, 
as near asinay be, of eighty men each ; which companies 
so formed shall, each by itself, assemble and choose, by 
plurality of voices, four persons from among themselves, of 
sufficient substance^ and capacity, for its officers, namely, 
one Captain, two Lieutenants, and an Ensign. 

2d. Thai the officers so chosen appoint'for their respect- 
ive cpffiparries fit persons to be sergeants, corporals, and 
drummeis..J 

3d. That as soon as the companies" are so formed, the 

" officers of such ajiumber of companies as shall by them 

be judged proper to form a Regiment, do assemble and 

chooseuire Cojonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, a Major, and 

an Adjutant, for each Tlegimeht. 

4th E That each. Captain, as soon as elected, furnish him- 
self ■_ with __a~!VruMei-RplT, after the form following, to be 
signed by every person under his command, viz : . 

" We, the subscribers, do Toluntarily enlist ourselves in 



the company of . . . . . , in the Township of , 

in the County of , under the command of Colo- 
nel , (if a Colonel shall be chosen at the time of- 

subscribing,) and do promiseto obey our officers in such ser- 
vice as they shall appoint us, agreeable to the rules and or- 
ders of the Provincial Congress. Witness our hands, &tc." 

5th. That the persons so enlisted meet under the direc- 
tion of their officers, in such manner, and at such times and 
places, as shall by them be judged necessary for their im- 
provement in military discipline ; and that each whole com- 
pany do assemble" at least once a month for the, same pur- 
pose ; and that a general muster or .reviewuof the vvhole 
Regiment be had as often, and at such times, as the Field 
Officers shall appoint. ~ "~ . . : 

6th. That each person enlisted be equipped as soon as 
possible with arms and, ammunition, in such manner as by 
the Field Officers of such Regiment shail'be. directed. 

7th. That clue obedience be paid to the_^ffi^ers, and 
strict attention observed in learning the military exercise. 

8th. That where Companies and Regiments are already 
formed, and officers chosen and appointed, the same be 
continued, provided that they do adopt such further rules 
and orders respecting the signing of a muster-roll, days of 
meeting and reviews, as are hereinbefore contained; and 
that where part only of the officers are already appointed- 
and chosen, they do proceed to elect such other officers as 
remain yet to he chosen, in conformity to the rules herein 
contained. 

The Congress taking into consideration the spirited ex- 
ertions of the Counties of Morris, Sussex, and Somerset, 
in raising Minute-Men, do approve oTand thank them for 
their zeal in the common carjse, and [will take the jame irjtg 
further consideration at their, next meeting. . - 

The draught of an Ordinance foi\ raising a sum of money 
for the purpose therein, mentioned, after sundry amend- 
ments, was approved, and ordered to be entered, in the 
words following: _. . ■ :- 

Whereas it has become "absolutely necessary, in the pre- 
sent dangerous and extraordinary state of publick affairs, 
in which the usual resources of Government appear to b<* 
insufficient for the safety of the people, and in which the 
good people of this Province have therefore thought proper 
to choose Deputies in this present Congress, that a fund be 
provided for the use of the Province, we, the said Depu- 
ties, being persuaded that every inhabitant is willing and 
desirous V contribute hjs proportion of money for so im-. 
portant a purpose, do, pursuant to the powers entrusted to 
us by the "people, Resolve and direct, that the sum of Ten 
Thousand Pounds, proclamation money, be immediately 
apportioned and raised for. the use. a foresaid, the same to be 
apportioned, laid out and disposed of, in such manner, as 

hereinafter is directed. . . -... 

2. And it is resolved and directed, That the part and 
proportion of the said sum to.be raised in the County of 
Bergen be six hundred and. sixty-four Pounds eight Shil- 
lings ; and that the part and proportion of Essex be seven 
hundred and forty-two Pognds eighteen Shillings - ; and that 
the part and proportion of Middlesex be eight hundred and 
seventy-two Pounds six Shillings and eight Pence ; and 
that the part or proportion of Somerset be nine hundred 
and four Pounds..two Shillings"; and that the part or pro- 
portion of Monmouth be one jjjousanrl and^.sjxty-n.ine 
Pounds two Shillings and eight Pence ; and that the part 
or proportion of Morris be seven hundred and tjventy- three 
Pounds eight Shillings ; and that the part or proportion of 
Sussex be five hundred and ninety-three Pounds five J5_h.il- ' 
lings and four Pence ; and that the part or proportion of 
Hunterdonbe one thousand three hundred and sixty-three 
Pounds sixteen Shillings and,.eight Pence ; and that the 
part or proportion of Burlington be.one thousand and sev- 
enty-one Pounds thirteen Shillings and four \Pence ; and 
that the part or proportion of Gloucester be seven hundred 
and sixty-three Pounds two Shillings and eight Pence ; 
and that the part or proportion of Salern be six hundred 
and seventy -nine Pounds twelve Shillings; and that the 
part or proportion of Cumberland be three hundred and 
eighty-five Pounds six Shillings and eight Pence ; and that 
the part or proportion of Cape-May be one hundred and 
sixty-six Pounds eighteen Shillings. 

3. And, in order that the said sum may be duly raised, 
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It is further resolved and directed, That the same be 
apportioned by persons hereafter to be appointed by the 
Committees of the several Townships in this Colony, in 
which apportionment all certainties shall be rated one-fifth 
less than jthe.sums they are respectively directed to be rated 
at by the fourth section of an Act of the General Assembly 
of this Colony, nwle and passed in the tenth year of the 
reign of his present Majesty, entitled " An Act to settle the 
quotas of the several Counties in this Colony for the levying 
Taxes ;" and thatall lands, horses, cattle, and other taxables, 
be valued as in the above-mentioned Act is directed ; which 
said apportionment shall be made and delivered to the per- 
sons to be appointed by the several Committees in each 
Township, at or before the first day of August next ensuing. 

And it is further resolved and directed, That the per- 
sons who shall be appointed for apportioning the same as 
aforesaid in the several Townships of each County, to that 
end do meet together on the first Monday in July next, at 
such place as by the laws of this Colony have been ap- 
pointed for the Assessors to meet in for the like purpose ; 
and then and there settle and divide to each Township with- 
in their County its quota of the sum hereinbefore directed 
to be raised in the County. 



4. And it is further resolved and directed, That the 
several Committees in each Township of the Colony shall 
appoint fit persons to collect the same, who, upon receiving 
the said apportionment, shall immediately collect and pay 
thejame to such person or persons as the several Commit- 
tees in each County may hereafter appoint ; or, where 
there is no County Committee, to such person or persons 
as the several Township Committees shall jointly appoint. 

5. And. it is further resolved and directed, That after 
the part or proportion of each County shall have been ap- 
portioned and received by the County Collector, he shall 
and do pay the same, or any part or parts thereof, to the 
County Committee, or to their order, signed by their Chair- 
man, by their vote, the same to be disposed of by them in 
such manner as they in their discretion shall think most 
proper to answer the said exigencies. -■'"■■" 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher, Mr. Tucker, Mr. Daniel 
Hunt, Mr. Frelinghuysen, Mr. /. Pearson, Mr. Dunham, 
Mr. Schurman, Mr. John Hart, Mr. Borden, Mr. Deare, 
Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Schenck, Mr. Ralph Hart, and Mr. 
Heard, or any three of them, in conjunction with the Presi- 
dent or Vice-President, be a Committee of Correspond- 
ence, with power to convene this Congress. 



BENEDICT ARNOLD TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY AT 
CAMBRIDGE. 

(Per express.) • Crown Point, May 23, 1775. 

Gentlemen : My last was of the 19th instant, by Cap- 
tain Jonathan Brown. I then advised you of my taking 
possession of the King's sloop, &tc. ; and that, on the 
18th instant, on my return from St. John's, Colonel E. 
Allen, with about eighty or one hundred men, passed me 
with intention of making a stand at St. John's; and not 
being able to dissuade him from so rash a purpose, I sup- 
plied them with provisions, Sic. Yesterday he arrived at 
Ticonderoga, with his party, and says that on the evening 
of the 18th instant he arrived with his party at St. John's, 
and hearing of a detachment of men on the road from 
Mortreal, laid in ambush for them ; but his people being 
so much fatigued, (when the party were about one mile 
distant,) thought proper to retreat, and crossed the lake at 
St. John's, where they continued the night. At dawn next 
day they were, when asleep, saluted with a discharge of 
grape-shot from six .field-pieces, and a discharge of small 
arms .from about two hundred Regulars. They made a 
precipitate retreat, and. left behind them three men. Im- 
mediately on this advice I proceeded here with the sloop 
and schooner, well armed as possible under our circum- 
stances, and eighty men, which, with the party here before, 
makes near one .hundred, and fifty men, with whom I am 
determined to make a stand here to secure the cannon, it 
being impossible to remove them, at present. I am in 
hourly expectation of two or three hundred men more; 
most of those here are enlisted. Colonel Allen's men are 
in general gone home. 

As the Regulars have good information of our strength 
.and movements, 1 am apprehensive of their paying us a 
visit, provided they can get batteaus from Montreal to St. 
John's. I shall make every possible preparation to give 
them a warm reception. I have commissioned Captain 
John Sloan in the sloop, and Captain Isaac Mathues in the 
schooner. I have wrote to New-York for a number. of 
gunners and seamen to man the two vessels, being in great 
want of them. At present obliged to stay on board one of 
them myself.. 

As soon as a sufficient number of men arrives, I shall 
lose no.time in carrying your orders into execution in. re- 
gard to the cannon, &c. This morning, very luckily, an 
escort of provisions, (five' barrels of pork and thirty barrels 
of flour) arrived -here as a present from Albany, under the 
care of Captain Elish.a FKelps. The last barrel of our 
pork being abroach, I have ordered fifty barrels of pork 
and one hundred of flour. from Albany, which I expect 
soon ; prior to which I. bought fifteen oxen and thirty bar- 
rels of flour, which is all the provisions purchased as yet. 
The people who have enlisted are promised the same 
bounty as js given in the Massachusetts-Bay. A sum of 
money will be requisiteto carry matters into execution. I 



have one hundred and sixty Pounds, found in the sloop ; 
but as it was the Captain's property, do not choose to make 
use of it at present. I have sent to Albany repeatedly for 
powder, and can get none ; have only one hundred and fifty 
pounds here, which I brought from Concord. . I beg you 
will order a quantity to be forwarded here immediately. I 
have wrote to Connecticut, but can have no dependence 
from that quarter, as it is very scarce there. 

I hope some gentleman will soon be appointed in my 
room here, who is better able to serve the publick than I 
am. Interim, I am, gentlemen, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, Benedict Arnold. 

To the Committee of Safety at Cambridge. 

P. S. Since writing the above, one of Colonel Allen's 
party, who was taken prisoner at *SSf. John's, has made his 
escape, and says, that on the 19th instant there were four 
hundred Regulars at St, John's, who expected tohe joined 
by more men, and were making all possible preparation to 
cross the lake and retake Crown Point and Ticonderoga. 
I have sent expresses to Fort George and Skenesborough, 
to rally the Country. You may depend, gentlemen, these 
places will nqt be given up unless we are overpovvered by 
numbers, or deserted by Providence, which has hitherto 
supported us. 



MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE TR'OVIN- 

CIAL CONGRESS. " " " 

In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, ) 
- May 23, 1775. " \ 

Gentlemen: There appears to be some considerable 
difficulty in the adjustment of General Ward's Regiment, 
so far as it respects the first that may have command under 
him in his Regiment. The circumstances ive would beg" 
leave to lay before your Honours : Colonel Joseph Ilen- 
shaw came down Lieutenant-Colonel of a Minute Regi- 
ment, under General Ward, and still expects to hold his 
command under General Ward in said Regiment, upon the 
present establishment, as he was early applied to by the 
Committee for that purpose ; Colonel Jonathan Ward 
came, down Lieutenant-Colonel under General Ward, of 
the Standing Militia, and likewise expects to hold his com- 
mand under General Ward, in the present establishment, 
having given out enlisting orders lo the Captains in said 
Regiment. Seven Captains in saTd Regiment desire that 
Colonel Ward may be appointed, as appeals by a cer- 
tificate under their hands. This Committee hav e applied 
to General Ward to determine which . of said Colonels 
should have the command, but he declines, to act in the 
affair. We therefore thought it proper to!ma¥e 'this short 
representation to your Honours, that you might, in your 
wisdom, put a speedy end to said controversy. ; 

William. Cooper, Secretary^ 

To the Hon. Provincial Congress in JVatertown. 
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To the Honour ■able^Proyincial Congress now at Water- 
town : The Petition of the subscriber humbly sheweth : 

That there, is now at Topsham a company of able-bodied 
men, the number about sixty, who have mostly good effect- 
ual fire-arms; but they have very little, or most of them no 
powder, on which account they are supposed to be in great 
danger from the Indians, as well as other ways ; this is 
therefore to pray your Honours to give some directions 
where may be had about fifty or sixty pounds of powder, 
for which the cash shall be paid by your very humble ser- 
vant, """" '"' " - ■-• •-■••-. John Merrill. 
.' SSsrSKJ^ay 23, 1775.' 



SELECTMJEN OF WACtHA'M.TO THE 'COMMITTEE .OF SAFETY 

:; ;•«: ;^ y : '^\' ; *^'-;.A^ , ' CAMBRibGE. .''''"''''".■ ".""' 

. ; -^^y^t^^:^^'j -'■- '- Waltham, May 23, 1775.' 

.•^Gjen.tlejlen.I. In_gbedjence to a letter we received from 

;_y'6ul'tv.itH respect to TVIr. MUlicant, we have made particular 

Inquiry TfiTb TVTrs. MiUicant's passing to and repassing from 

f_. Boston, and after the most critical inquiry, we find Mrs. 
MUlicant went only once to Boston, to bring her little chil- 
dren out of Boston, which were at Mrs. Newman's, before 
the engagement ; and from a particular inquiry into that 
affair, are persuaded she conveyed no intelligence to our 
enemies, that can be any ways detrimental to the important 
cause jn^wJFnch wearq engaged ; and from Mr. MiUicant's 
'. Known hiicgrity, uprightness, and good conduct, since he 
has been with us, we cannot but suppose the information 
you receJrecf of Mr. Mlllicant's conveying intelligence to 
our eriemi.cs, was from a person either prejudiced against, 
or entirely unknown to him, and so suspected him to be 
our_en_cmy, because he is on the half-pay list. However, 
we shall be on the watch, and very careful that no intelli- 
gence be conveyed to our enemies by Mr. MUlicant, or 
any other person in this Town. We are, gentlemen, with 
due deference, your humble and obedient servants, 

V" "'■."'■• ."'" ".'"'■' Jonas Dix, V. 
-, ._. '. ,"- ' ', Nath. Bridge, I Selectmen of 

-;■■ . - . ; * : r ! I' Josiah Brown, f. Waltham. 

* '.-.. -_ '•;".'.' ..-,.. . . John Clark, J 



; . fE\y.KfisBVRY (mass.) committee of inspection. 

.■;". .' . ,^ ; v; C\V; '?.':■'■ . Tewkesbury, May 23, 1775. 

h ^hereas%r. Timothy Brown ,' of this Town, has been 
suspected of being an enemy to the liberties of America: 
. We, the Committee of Inspection of said Tewkesbury, hav- 
ing heretofore taken the matter under our inspection, and 
had the said Brown -upon examination before us, and found 
no proof of the late charges laid against him, we set up 
'ndtificaiionsjlf siring any person that had any thing to offer 
by way of evidence against the said Brown's character, to 
offer it tp..us ; and again having met this day upon adjourn- 
riient," arid had the said Brown again Upon examination, 
and still no further evidence against the said Brown appears, 
but he declares himself a friend to the liberties of his Coun- 
try, ami that he will use 'the utmost of his' endeavours to 
defend the sa.me ; therefore we would inform the publick, 
that unless some absolute proof be brought against him, 
the said Brown ought not to be treated as an enemy, but 
as a friend to our just rights and liberties. 

I«\*r Kitteiudge, Jacob Shed, 
_N\th\nif.l IIeywood, Eldad Worcester, 
Dvvid B\yley, Ezra Kendall, 

Eb'zer Whittemore, 

Committee of Inspection for Tevikesbury. 



NEW'-HAMPSHIRF CONGRESS TO JOHN SULLIVAN JND JOHN 
UNGDON, ESQUIRES, AT PHILADELPHIA. 

Exeter, May 23, 1775. 
Gentlemen: Although it is painful to us to have occa- 
sion to realize the necessity of deciding by the sword the 
present controversy with Great Britain, yet we trust you 
will know with satisfaction that, in the fullest representa- 
tive body this Province ever had, it was unanimously voted 
to raise a body of mon for the purposes of general defence. 
As we conclude you have been already sufficiently apprised 
of the hostile conduct of the Army under General Gage, 



'We" can assure you that the whole Colony seems to be of 
one heart and one soul ; so that even those who had been 
formerly inactive, are now soberly awake and active... The 
blood of their brethren has roused them. 

We could have desired to consult a General Congress, 
if time had allowed, before we had taken such an important 
step as raising a military force. But the case seemed too 
plain to be doubted, and too urgent to be delayed. We 
have resolved to raise forthwith two thousand men. How 
sliall we pay them, you are sensible, must now be one 
question. -- . . ■ 

We trust, as you know the state of the Colony, that 
you will enter into the full importance of the" question. We 
desire you will do your utmost to forward some plan in 
which we may be able to discharge our engagements. We 
must, gentlemen, press you on this article. The little cash 
we ever had, is by one means or another almost entirely 
drained off. The most are ready to join, and are willing 
to expend one half, if they may preserve the other. Yet 
we seem to have no method left but borrowing, and we 
don't know that we can borrow, unless we issue a proper 
currency ourselves, or have a currency on a general plan, 
or can borrow in some of the other Colonies, 

With regard to what is further necessary to regulate the 
general policy of the Colonies, you' will find our" situation 
and views, so far as we have formed any, in our enclosed ." 
letter to the Congress. You may rely upon it that if any 
general regulations of the Province are thought necessary 
or best, we shall be ready to receive the same, and govern 
ourselves accordingly. 

Gentlemen, we commit ourselves and you, the honourable 
body of which you are members, and the cause of liberty 
and justice throughout America and the world, to. the all- 
directing Mind, and subscribe; with much esteem, your 
most obedient servants 

To the Honourable John Sullivan and John Langdon,'Es- 
quires, Members for this Colony of New-Hampshire m 
the Continental Congress. 



THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Received and read before Congress June 2, 1775.] 

".'■-■■ •'•' fixeter, May 23, 1775. 

Honourable Gentlemen:: .British America being be- 
trusted to your wisdom, the proposal of those plans, by 
which, as by a pole star, it may steer in the tempest occa- 
sioned by the arrogant claims, the haughty threats; and 
unnatural attacks of the British Ministry) it is reasonable 
for you to expect, and for each Colony to choose, that 
whatever important step is taken by any of the Colonies, 
the consequence of which reaches the ;whole, you should 
receive the earliest authentick intelligence of the measure 
itself, together with the facts and motives leading to it, that 
it may be either diverted, forwarded, or ripened, so as to 
harmonize with whatever extensive plan the great Fountain 
of wisdom, and Friend of justice shall inspire the guardians 
of our common rights. " ■ 

Long has America mourned to find those she wishes to 
revere, adopting one plan after another to strip her of the 
blessings of freedom, deaf to all frier pleas for justice. 

The counsels of America, united in that illustrious body, 
the late Continental Congress, we hoped, that, by denying 
ourselves, we should scatter the mists which bid the path 
of justice from the eye of Britain;; but with pain we have 
learned that firmness is insolence, and that the most calm 
resolution to.be free is treason in the new M irilsterial. lan- 
guage. _ "•-■'_:■' : " ' 
; ^ln spite of the gathering storm, we yet resolved, if pos- 
sible, to avoid the last retreat of the injured— an appeal to 
God by the sword ; but at length plain and pressing facts 
constrain us to believe that our enemies mean to denyus 
every other ^.though, to our view, the thought isshaded deep 
in horrours. .-■■'■ *■:■ : 

Not long since the alarm sounded; through this Colony, 
that the. insidious foe, though continually speaking of peace, 
had begun a scene of bloodshed and devastation on the 
lives ancf property of our brethren in the Massachusetts. 

Listening "only to calls of humanity, without waiting for 
consultations, with all the speed' of common, Interest and 
friendship, we = generally run to the¥ "aid ; but we cdnie to 
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be only witnesses, as- yet, of the scenes of pillage and of 
slaughter, perpetrated by the sons of violence. The enemy 
were retreated. Our situation obliged us to return, not to 
neglect the cause, but that we might prosecute, by united 
and consistent counsels, with steady firmness. 

As soon as convenience would allow, being directed by 
our brethren of this Colony to act for them in the present 
exigence, which seems not to allow time for consulting 
America at large, feeling for ourselves, our friends, and pur 
Country, we have determined to exert our utmost efforts 
in defence of the common cause of America, and for the 
present have resolved to raise the number of two thousand 
men, (including officers,) to be employed as occasion shall 
require, under the regulation of this Convention, until we 
have the advice of the Continental Congress, to. whose 
superintendence we choose to submit. We have, in conse- 
quence, engaged to provide for the pay of the ahovenumber, 
until the last day of December next. 

We bee leave to suggest that this will, of course, intro- 
duce a vast expense. We will not conceal that the circu- 
lating cash in this Province is very small, in but a trifling 
proportion, as we suppose, to the necessary demand on this 
occasion. We ask the advice and assistance of the Con- 
gress with regard to the best method of carrying the above 
vote into execution. We desire to have the benefit of 
some general plan for bills of credit, or that we may act 
with the advice of the Congress in issuing such ourselves ; 
or that we may be pointed to such other methods as shall 
appear just and equal, in apportioning the expense of the 
common cause. 

Although we ardently wish that, if possible, a connection 
may yet be preserved between Great Britain and these 
Colonies, founded on the invariable principles of justice, 
and the general principles of the British Constitution, yet 
we are entirely disposed to respect, and willing to submit 
to any plan of further uniting the Colonies, for the purpose 
of common security and defence. 

We will not conceal that many among us are disposed to 
conclude, that the voice of God and Nature, to_ us, since 
the late hostile design and conduct of Great Britain, is, that 
we are bound to look to our whole political affairs. 

We have not yet largely and fully consulted with one 
another on this article, but have only acted with the single 
view of the plain necessity of certain steps to be taken, to 
secure us from the ruin which the British Ministry have 
prepared for us. We trust we shall keep this alone in view 
■ until we hear the united plan of the Colonies in the General 
Council, which we pray and trust may be under the influ- 
ence of Heaven. 

By order of the Convention of the Colony of New- 
Hampshire. 

I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant, 

Matthew Thornton, President. 

To the Honourable Members of the Congress now sitting 
in the City of Philadelphia. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 

CONGRESS. 

Province of New-Hampshire, in Provincial Convention, ) 
Exeter, May 23, 1775. $ 

Gentlemen: We acknowledge the honour of an inter- 
view with your Committee, the Honourable Joseph Gerrish, 
Esquire, and Colonel Ebenezer Sawyer ,and the intelligence 
by them communicated to us ; and, in way of reply, would 
inform you, that in consideration of the present alarming 
state of the Colonies in general, and your Province in par- 
ticular, we have determined to raise, for the common de- 
fence and safety, two thousand men, including officers and 
those already employed in the publick service, belonging to 
this Province ; to be raised and qualified as soon as may be, 
and more, if it shall appear to; be our proportion, as soon 
as a proper estimate can be made. And in respect to such 
other matters as your Committee had in commission to us, 
we shall takethem into our serious consideration ; as they 
are matters of so great, importance wecannot immediately 
determine respecting them, but would wait the advice 
and direction of the General Congress, to which we are 
about immediately to apply, as we find you have done. 
We would beg leave to. assure you that the people of this 
Province appear to be heartily engaged in the common 



cause, and at all hazards determined to stand by and sup- 
port it, relying on Divine Providence for success. 
By order of Convention : _ 

Matthew Thornton, President. 

To the Honourable Congress of Massachusetts-Bay. 



COLONEL JOHN FENTON TO THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS OF 

NEW-HAHPSHrRE. ' 

Portsmouth,TN~. H., May 23, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I this moment received your letter of the 
twenty-third instant. I do assure you, gentlemen, I men- 
tioned the matter respecting the Indians coming down on 
our frontiers, in my letter to the people of the County of 
Grafton, as a matter of opinion only, nor have I the least 
clue or circumstance to guide me in these sentiments but 
mere opinion. ..__.■ 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient and very humble 
servant, ' John Fenton. 

P. S. I wrote that letter to the people of the County of 
Grafton out of absolute friendship and regard to the County. 

Portsmouth, April 26, 1775. 

To the People of the County of Grafton, from a real 
friend, who sincerely wishes their well doing : 
For God's sake pay the closest attention to the sowing 
and planting your lands, and do as much of it as possible, 
not only for your own and families' subsistence, but to sup- 
ply the wants of your fellow-men down country; for you 
may be assured that every kind of distress, in the provi- 
sion way, is coming upon them. 

Let nothing induce you to quit your farming business. 
Mind no reports ; and do not think of coming down country 
to figlit. There are enough without you ; therefore your 
diligence in farming will much more serve your Country 
than coming to assist us. Much depends on the back set- 
tlements raising plenty of grain. 

I am informed that should the people from the back set- 
tlements take up arms, a number of Indians and Canadians 
will fall upon them ; but that if they remain quiet they will . 
not. This I inform you of from the love I bear you, and 

give it you as a sincere friend should do. " 

John Fenton. 

Exeter, June 27, 1775. 

Colonel Fenton's compliments to the President of the 
Congress, requests to know if it will be convenient to be 
called before them to-morrow morning ; if so, he begs he • 
may be informed, as his family are only waiting to know 
what is to become of him, before they quit this Province. 

In Congress, Exeter, June 30, 177o< 

Upon a full hearing of sundry complaints against Colonel 
John Fenton : - 

Voted, That the said Colonel John Fenton \sj.n enemy 

to the liberties of America. :,_~-^,^»* r 

■-■•--■- ---.r. July!, 1775. 

Voted, That Captain Josiah Moulton be desireel to take 
four men and an officer out of Captain Elkins's Company 
at Hampton, and convey Colonel John Fenton to Head- 
Quarters of the New-Hampshire Forces, and ^deliver him 
to General Nathaniel Folsom, there to be .confined till 
further orders. _ _ , 

PETITION OF CAPTAIN PgL APLACE.^ 

To the Honourable the General Assembly of the Govern- 
our and Company of the English Colony of Connect- 
icut, in New-England, in America, noiv convened at 

Hartford. . .;_ 

The memorial of William Delaplace, a Captain in His 
Majesty's Twenty-sixth Regiment, and commandant of the 
Fort and Garrison of Ticonderoga, in behalf of himself and 
the officers and soldiers under his command, beg leave to 
represent our difficult situation to your Honours, and peti- 
tion for redress. „ ...-...._... 

Your memorialist would represent, that on the morning 
of the tenth of May instant, the Garrison of the Fortress 
of Ticonderoga, m the Province of New- York, was sur- 
prised by a party of armed men under the command of one 
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■Ethan Alien, consisting of about one hundred and fifty, 
who had taken such measures effectually to surprise the 
same, that very little resistance could be made, and to whom 
your Iriern'oi'lalists were obliged to surrender as prisoners; 
'mid overpowered by a superiour force, were disarmed, and 
by said Allen ordered immediately to be sent to Hartford, 
In the Colony of Connecticut, where your memorialists now 
are detalnei as prisoners of war, consisting of officers, for- 
ty-seven private soldiers of His Majesty's Troops, besides 
wornen and,,chjjdren,. That your memorialists being igno- 
.-ratit'o/ any crime by them committed, whereby they should 
be thus taken and held, also are ignorant by what authority 
- s'a.\3 Allen thus took them, or that they are thus detained in 
a strange country, and at a distance from the post assigned 
them ; thus know not in what light they are considered by 
your Honours, consequently know not what part to act; 
would therefore ask your Honours' interposition and pro- 
tection , and order jhat they be set at liberty, to return to the 
post from whence they were taken, or to join the Regiment 
t0 trfUS]l.Abpy belong ; or if they are considered in the light 
of prisoners of war, your Honours would be pleased to sig- 
nify the same to them, and by whom they are detained, 
an 3 Jhat your Honours would afford us your favour and 
protection during the time we shall tarry in this Colony; 
and your mcmoiiahsts shall ever pray. 

William Delaplace, 
. '\ Captain Commandant Ticonderoga Fort. 

iTirtfuid, MaySi, 1775 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 

' . I" Provincial Congress, Watcrtown, 

„ . <■-•■ May 24, 1775. 

iricnds and Fellow- Countrymen _: 

With great satisfaction we bear publick testimony of 
your disposition to serve the glorious cause in which Ame- 
rica is now engaged, evidenced by your readiness to sup- 
ply on the credit of the Colony many necessary articles 
for the use of the Army, and in various other ways; by 
which you have given convincing proofs that you are 
heartily disposed to maintain the publick liberty. The 
cause, we have not the least doubt, if you continue to exert 
yourselves in conjunction with our sister Colonies, will 
finally prevail. 

This Congress have opened a subscription for one hun- 
dred thousand Pounds, lawful money, for which the Re- 
ceiver-General is directed to issue notes on interest at the 
rate of _six per cent, per annum, payable in June, 1777; 
and as it is of th_e utmost importance that the money be 
immediately obtained, that the publick credit may not 
suffer, we most earnestly recommend to such of you as 
have cash in your hands, which you can spare from the 
necessary supplies of your families, that you would lend 
the same to the Colony; by which you will put it in our 
power to J carry into effect the measures undertaken for the 
salvation of the Country. 

That the Army should be well supplied with every 
article necessary for the most effectual military operations, 
you must all be sensible, and that if we should fail herein 
it may proyj^niinous and destructive to the community, 
whose safety (under God) depends upon their vigorous 
exertions., ',;_,. 

M yopJ'aw a J read y> > n many instances, nobly exerted 
yourselves, this Congress have not the smallest doubt but 
that you will with great cheerfulness crown all by furnish- 
• ing as much cash as will be necessary for the good pur- 
poses aforementioned ; especially when it is considered 
that there are now no ways of improving money in trade, 
and that there is the greatest probability the other Colo- 
nies will give a ready currency to the notes, which will 
render them in one respect at least on a better footing than 
any other notes heretofore issued in this Colony. 

If you should furnish the money that is now needed 
you will perform a meritorious service for your Country, 
and prove; yourselves sincerely attached to its interests! 
But if an untlue, caution should prevent your doin^ this 
essential, service i'tg the Colony, the total loss both of your 
liberties and.tbat. very property which you by retaining it 
affect to. save, may be the unhappy conseqtrence ; it be?ng 
past all controversy that the destruction of individuals must 
be invplved" in t|)at of the publick. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE HON. ENOCH TREEMAN. 

Falmouth, May 24, 1775. 

You informed me that the last Provincial Congress did 
me the honour to choose me one of the Committee of 
Safety for the Province. You may acquaint that Com- 
mittee that were my health and capacity equal to my in- 
clination to serve the publick, T should cheerfully attend 
that service without delay; but at present I cannot possi- 
bly go up. Yet if I can be of any service to the common" 
cause in the mean time, in these exposed parts of the 
Country, my utmost endeavours shall not be wanting, arid 
as soon as I canjind myself able, purpose to come up. 

It would, perhaps, be convenient for the publick, that 
some person or persons here should be appointed, whose 
business it should be to execute the orders of the Congress 
and Committee of Safety, and to communicate back to 
them, from time to time, intelligence and occurrences that 
may affect the publick, without the trouble of getting a 
quorum of Committee and Selectmen together, who live 
at a distance, which often causes great delay ; and my time 
is so often taken up in one publick affair and another, - 
that I am obliged to neglect my own business to my great 
damage. 

If the Congress should allow the Regiment raised hero 
in this County to be stationed among us for our defence, it 
will be necessary that some body should have the care of 
them, besides their own officers, to employ them in such a 
manner as shall be most for the safety of the whole. 

In this service I think I might be of as much or more 
service to the publick than if I were to go up to the Com- 
mittee ; and as the gentlemen there are more acquainted 
with the circumstances of that part of the Province than 
I am, I should be of the less advantage to them, and I 
presume 1 am more acquainted with this part of the Prov- 
ince, and, with their concurrence, may be of more service 
to the publick here, than there ; for here new emergencies 
may and do often arise, which require immediate attention. 
I heard to-day that lately there were a number of In- 
dians up Androscoggin River consulting what side to lake, 
but could not agree among themselves. 'Tis pity but 
somebody here should be employed to negotiate with 
them, or any other Indians, as opportunity should offer. 

A man from Deer Island, near Penobscot, was here this 
afternoon, and gives a melancholy account of the distress 
the people are in that way, for want of bread, owing to the 
stoppage of trade. He heard that several children had 
died of hunger. What will become of them God only 
knows; we are not able to help them or ourselves. I 
don't know what can be done for them or us, without some 
vessel of superiour force to the tenders should be provided 
to bring bread-kind among us. 

I just now heard that Colonel John Cox was taken on his 
passage to New-York with spars, and carried into Boston. 



WORCESTER COUNTY (MASSACHUSETTS) COMMITTEE. 

Worcester, May 24, 1775. 
Whereas the meeting of the Convention of this County 
stands adjourned to the second Tuesday in June next, but 
as the honourable Provincial Congress have resolved that 
it will be expedient for the several Committees of Corres- 
pondence to render a true statement of the conduct of their 
respective Towns and Districts, on the fourth Wednesday 
of this instant, May, especially with regard to their out- 
standing Provincial rates: Agreeable, thereto the Com- 
mittees of Correspondence for the several Towns and Dis- ' 
tricts in this County, are hereby requested to meet at the 
Court-House in Worcester, on Wednesday next, at ten 
o'clock in the forenoon. Several matters of importance 
require a general attendance. Such Towns as have voted 
for a County Treasurer are desired to send in "their votes 
to said Convention on said day. 

William Young, Chairman. " 



Worcester, Massachusetts, "May 24, 1775. 

It having been thought highly expedient, at this exi- 
gency of our publick affairs, that every person, ■among us 
who is known to be an enemy to the rights; and, privileges 
of this. Country, and has been, aiding Or abetting to the 
cursed plans of a tyrannical ruler and an" abandoned Min- 
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istry, should be disarmed, and rendered as incapable as 
possible of doing further material mischief to this distressed 
Province, the Tories in this Town were notified to appear 
with their arms and ammunition on Monday last. They 
accordingly appeared, and after surrendering their arms 
to the Committee of Correspondence, and being strictly 
ordered not to leave the Town or to meet together, with- 
out a permit, were dismissed. 



woburn (Massachusetts) committee. 

Whereas the Committee of Correspondence for the 
Town of Woburn. authorized by the honourable Provin- 
cial Congress to examine into the principles and conduct of 
any person suspected of being inimical to the liberties of 
this Country, have examined Major Benjamin Thompson, 
of Concord, in the Province of New-Hampshire, being 
brought before them, suspected of being thus inimical. 
And whereas the said Committee have summoned certain 
evidences, who they supposed could give light into the 
matter, to attend, which evidence failed of so doing : This 
is therefore io inform all persons who are knowing to the 
said Major Thompson's conduct, that the Committee have 
adjourned to Monday, the 29th day of May next, at three 
o'clock, afternoon, at the meeting-house, where said evi- 
dence are desired to attend, as the Committee think them- 
selves bound to dismiss and recommend the said Thomp- 
son, unless something more appears against him than what 
they have heard, " 

May 24, 1775. 



Sam del Wyman, Chairman. 



COMMITTEES OF SAFETY OF PORTSMOUTH, GREENLAND, 
AND RYE. 

At a meeting of the Committees of Safety of the Towns 
of Portsmouth, Greenland, and Rye, concerning the exami- 
nation of one John Ackerman, upon a suspicion of the said 
John Ackerman' s being inimical to the liberties and privi- 
leges of this Country, suspected to be giving and receiving 
intelligence" from the British Troops, for which purposes 
of inquiry the_ said Ackerman was sent from the Provincial 
Congress in Exeter, to their Committees ; and after a tho- 
rough examination of the said Ackerman, Benjamin Hart 
and John Reise, who were represented to them by said Con- 
gress as having sent the said Ackerman into the country: 
It appears to the said Committees that the said Ackerman 
was sent intp the country as aforesaid for personal safety, to 
give intelligence of any armed men coming to Portsmouth, 
as the peculiar stations of some persons gave suspicion of 
some design against them, and that it was for no other 
end .that the sard Ackerman was sent, as appears from 
their particular examination upon oath, had before us, the 
said Committees, and they were accordingly dismissed. 

By order of the Committee for Portsmouth : 

H, Wentworth, Chairman. 
- By order of the Committee for Greenland: 

John Haven, Chairman. 

By order of the Committee for Rye : 

• Joseph Parsons, Chairman. 
Portsmouth, N. H., May 24, 1775. 

Portsmouth, May 23, 1775. 

, This certifies that the bearer, Mr. John Folsom, brought 
a prisoner, viz : John Ackerman, from the Provincial Con- 
gress at Ere^er, before the Committee of Safety for the 
Town, of Portsmouth, who ordered a guard to be kept on 
him till examination to-morrow, ten o'clock, A. M. . _ 
Committee Hall, Tuesday, 4 o'clock, P. M. 

Neal McIntyre, Secretary. 



lated amongst the people, together with a proposition lately 
made in the House of Commons by Lord North, which 
covers the most insidious and dangerous views, under an 
artful guise of wisdom, humanity, and peace, we should be 
wanting in a much higher duty to ourselves and our con- 
stituents, should we fail to animadvert on both with freedom 
and decency. We cannot, then, think, 

First. That the mild professions of regard for the pros- 
perity and welfare of this Country, in the first part of the 
address, are consistent with the passionate expressions of 
detestation and abhorrence for that spirit in the people by 
which alone the liberties of this Country can be secured. 
We confess we are entire strangers to any licentious and 
ungovernable spirit prevailing. If the honourable gentle- 
men mean to brand the late commotions with these appel- 
lations, we are compelled to observe that no person can so 
unjustly and uncharitably construe, them, unless he entirely 
turn aside from th_e violent and provoking measures which 
justify them ; for it cannot be expected that the people 
should continue quiet when every violence is offered to 
their privileges and prosperity, or that they should tamely 
suffer the foundation of their Constitution to be overturned 
by a too scrupulous adherence to its form. 

Second. That inviting and exhorting to mild and_ con- 
stitutional modes of application clearly implies, that they 
esteem our former proceedings in this respect violent and 
irregular. The justice of this charge we. leave to be de- 
cided by the world, who are in possession, and who have 
given ample testimony in favour of the many suppliant, 
wise, and firm applications, which have been addressed to 
the several branches of the British Legislature. 

Third. We allow all due weight to the pledges of their 
friendship, which the Honourable Council have among us ; 
and we hope that their integrity may ever be an effectual 
antidote to the influence of that .servile, and baneful spirit 
which we are authorized (by the explicit declarations of 
many independent and respectable members of both Houses 
of Parliament) to say, prevail extensively in this age, with 
men in office. _ . _ . . ... 

With respect to the proposition of Lord North, above- 
mentioned, insultingly called, by ministerial tools, the 
olive branch, we are of the opinion that it offers no kind of 
redress (even if the Colonies, should submit) of any one of 
the many grievances under which they now labour; for in 
the only instance in which a seeming redress is proposed, 
(that of taxation,) the Parliament of Great B rita in ts'to 
settle the quantum to be raised by each Colony, and the 
application .thereof, the Colonies determjning only on the 
mode of levying. This by no means is relief to. them, 
but in fact puts them in a worse situation than. ever, as 
they thereby will fully acknowledge the~absolute power of 
the British Parliament ; and we are still to have the sword 
hung over our heads, ready to fall on such as shall in any 
instance disoblige the Minister, or refuse. to obey his dic- 
tates. Lord North himself declared his Jntention was .only 
to divide the Colonies, and thereby the more easily subdue 
them,. The selecting out Govertiour. Pownatt's speech alone, 
approving the motion, when so many excellent speeches 
were made exposing the measure, and setting its treachery 
and absurdity in a clear and evident light, is a certain proof 
of the design of the King's officers here to mislead the good 
people of this Colony. 

By order of the Committee : 

Le Roy Peachy, Clerk. 



RICHMOND COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

In Committee, May 25, 1775. 

In Committee, London Carter, Esquire, in the Chair. 
As His Majesty's Council have judged it proper to publish 
an admonitory address to the community at large, we 
should think ourselves wanting in respect to the delibera- 
tions of that honourable Board not to consider it with the 
strictest attention. We have done so accordingly ; and as 
we find that the matter of the address is not only exception- 
able, but are farther informed that it is industriously circu- 



LANCASTER COUNTY ( VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

The Committee of the County of. Lancaster, on the 25th 
day of May, 1775, taking into consideration his Excellency 
Lord Dunmore's Address to the Council, and their recom- 
mendation and Proclamation issued in consequence thereof, 
hold they are necessarily bound to justify themselves and 
their constituents from such cruel imputations and asser- 
tions, and that such Proclamation "must tend to. excite a 
belief of an intention to change the Government, or raise 
convulsions in the state. 

That the behaviour of some of the people in this Col- 
ony, alluded tOj originated in a. full assurance of 'the deter- 
mined bloody plan to enslave the Colonies, manifested in 
various instances and ungracious encroachments, and more 
particularly and immediately in his. Excellency's clandes- 
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tine removal of the powder from the publick Magazine of 
the Colony. 

That his Excellency's ill-founded and injurious charge, 
to criminate the body of the people in this Colony, is hostile, 
and cannot be justified ; therefore, he has forfeited the con- 
fidence of the inhabitants of this Country. 

That those members of His Majesty's Council who re- 
commended and assisted in such Proclamation, and also 
since gave their advice to the good people of this Coun- 
try, prefaced with cruel and indecent allegations, manifestly 
implying seditious and rebellious actions, tending to raise 
bitter dissensions and animosities, acted without, prudence, 
policy, moderation, or generosity; and we are most sensi- 
bly grieved, that those whose duty and high department 
should, warm them to every mode of reconciliation, should 
not only countenance, but themselves become incendiaries 
to fix, by their publication, a stigma by such an unmerited 
stricture on their brethren and fellow sufferers. 

That our application for redress of grievances so justly 
founded, so often and vainly repeated ; our long sufferance 
and forbearance under such unfellow-feeling, unrelenting 
measures, and our ardent wishes and endeavours for a re- 
conciliation, by the restitution of our just rights and privi- 
leges, as we enjoyed them in the year 1763, evinces our 
attachment to our ence happy Constitution, and our alle- 
giance to our gracious Sovereign. 

We, in order to exculpate ourselves and our constituents 
fromjsQclt heinous maledictions, and to convince the world 
of our upright intentions, pledge ourselves to support the 
Constitution, and His Majesty King George the Third, in all 
his just rights and prerogatives, with our lives and fortunes. 

Published by order of the Committee. 



TO THE PUBLICK. 

Norfolk, Va., May 25, 1775. 

The inhabitants of the Borough of Norfolk, in town- 
meeting assembled, being- informed that Captain Collins, of 
the Magdalen armed schooner, is endeavouring to dispose 
of a stoop seized by him, lately belonging to John Bow- 
dqiri, Esquire, of the Eastern Shore; and being also fur- 
ther. ;nfo_rjiiej, that the said Collins has made application 
to. some persons for the purchase of a pilot boat, probably 
with an Jntention to convert her into a tender, to distress 
the trade of this or some other Colony : The inhabitants of 
this:Bqrough are therefore determined to give no encour- 
agement To Tiim, or any such men, nor purchase any of 
their prizes from them, nor in the least contribute to their 
emoIument_by bidding for the plunder of our countrymen ; 
nor will. we sell anv pilot boat or any other vessel to them 
lor their jsstiJe purposes, nor in any respect have any kind 
of dealings with" them. And the inhabitants of this Bo- 
rough, assembled as aforesaid, do further resolve, to have 
no dealing with any person that, in spite of the ties of 
duty and attachment to his Country, shall counteract these 
our jespktjbns, by granting any assistance for the destruc- 
tion of .our rights and properties, or of any other of the 
good people of the confederated Colonies. And we invite 
all persons to accede to this resolution. 

' ". Tesj : ^ William Davi.es, Secretary. 



an isle is become insufficient to contain such innumerable 
pollutions, Americans ! the torrent as yet is but small ; 
only a few are involved in it ; it must be soon stopped, or 
it will bear all before it with an impetuous sway. The 
warlike Coriolanus, after he had fought many great and 
memorable battles in the service of his Country, after he 
had opposed in Carioli, an extensive city, all its inhabi- 
tants, as valiantly as ever extravagant fiction represents. 
Hector to have done in the Grecian camp ; I say, after he 
had performed such meritorious acti ons fo r his Country, 
when he found himself treated contemptuously, and ban- 
ished from the city for taking up arms against his Country 
in his own defence, has all his former glory sullied. In 
what light, then, must we loo k on our c ount rymen, who 
espouse the side, of the infamous Ministry? The conclu- 
sion is obvious. Pity for the despicable wretches bids me 
cease to draw it. Voluntarius. 



'■v. . . TO THE PEOPLE c"F VIRGINIA. 

• -.■" .-: - : ' Williameburgh, M iy 25, 1775. 

Whilst we are almost involved in all the terrours of a 
civil ^war; whilst the injured genius of America cries aloud 
for justice ; and whilst the only measures by which an ac- 
commodation, cap be procured meet with a most darino- 
and unjust opposition from some of our most distinguished 
men, who should rather be the principal promoters of it: 
can I, without doing violence to reason, avoid exclaiming 
against tEe inhumanity of the action? Were they English- 
man, I should only say that they could not divest them- 
selves of that partiality for their native Country, almost 
inherent, iii, our. nature, and of consequence had imbibed 
wrong principles ; but for Americans, both born and brought 
op among its, to sell their Country for a smile, or some 
ministerial officjjjyh at language is sufficient to express the 
indigna'tiorij the contempt, which such conduct must natu- 
rally create, in every virtuous breast. Alas! Great Bri- 
tain, thy VicesTiave even extended to America. So small 



Kent-County upon Delaware, May 25, 1775. 

The Militia Officers of above twenty Companies, chosen 
in the several Districts throughout said County, met toge- 
ther at Dover; and that the business of the day mighHbe 
conducted with order and regularity, they chose Captain 
John Haslet, Chairman, and Lieutenant Mark McCalL 

Clerk. - . ;__.:_ ;. 

The following Association was then drawn up, and unani- 
mously approved and subscribed, viz : 

" We, whoso names are hereunto written, Military Offi- 
cers, duly elected and chosen by the good people of the 
several Hundreds and Districts of the County of Ken 
upon Delaware, pursuant to the direction and recommen- 
dation of the Committee of Inspection for said County, do 
hereby jointly and severally, for ourselves and each of us, 
solemnly promise and engage, by the sacred ties of honour 
and love for our Country, that we and each of us will, to 
the utmost of our abilities, well and faithfully execute the 
important offices conferred upon us by our fellow-subjerts, 
and in our military and every other capacity, at the risk of 
our lives and fortunes, defend the liberties and privileges of 
America, as well natural as constitutional, against all inva- 
ders, or such as may attempt any the least violation or in- 
fringement of them. ;"-•;."?-"':"■-. 

" And we do further, in manner aforesaid, promise and 
agree, that we, and each of us, will subject ourselves to 
such pains, penalties, military pnishments, and disgrace," 
as Courts Martial, to be constituted from time to time of 
the officers of our own body, shall or may inflict on any of 
us offending against the rules of military discipline, or con- 
travening, in word or deed, the true interest of America, 
or the spirit and principle of this: Association.'' 

The Convention next proceeded to dividejhe County 
into two Divisions, each division: to contain one Regiment 
of men, and then chose the necessary Field-Officlrs for 
each Regiment, viz: ' 

For the Upper Regiment. 
The Honourable Ccesar Rodney, Esq., Colonel ; 
Thomas Collins, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel : and 
Mr. French Battel!, Major. 

For the Lower Regiment. 
John Haslet, Esquire, Colonel; 
William Rhodes, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel ; and 
Mr. Robert Hodgson, Major. 

- They then settled an uniform plan of their future con- 
duct, with rules to be observed in every Company ; and 

broke up in perfect harmony. ~ ' " ~ 

Published by order of the Convention : - - • 

Mark McCai.l, Clerk . 



ARTHUR ST. CLAIR TO' GOVERNOUR PENH: 

Ligonier, May 25, 1775. 

Sir: An. express from Pittsburgh, with despatches for 
your Honour, having called here this morning, I embrace 
the opportunity to inform your Honour that* a commis- 
sion" is come up from Virginia to collect the Colony duty 
on all peltries exported from that place", and that notice 
has been given to the traders there to conduct themselves 
accordingly. I think they will' find some -way' to evade 
paying it, and those that are , not yet come in, will cer- 
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taihly carry them past. 'Tis a shocking thing that people 
should be obliged to such shift, and the trade of the Prov- 
ince be destroyed, by the obstinacy and caprice of one man. 
I flatter myself, however, it will not be of long continu- 
ance. Lord Dunmore's seizing the magazine has raised 
such a ferment that he will not probably visit the frontiers 
soon, and by the prorogation of his Assembly, the invasion 
law, under which it seems the garrison of the fort was kept 
up, will expire ; I think the ninth of next month is its pe- 
riod, and I am informed Connolly is preparing to decamp. 

We have nothing but masters and Committees all over 
the country, and every thing seems to be running into the 
greatest confusion. If some conciliating plan is not adopted 
by the Congress, America has seen her golden days ; they 
may return, but will be preceded by scenes of horrour. An 
Association is formed in this County for defence of Ameri- 
can liberty. I got a clause added, by which they bind 
themselves to assist the civil Magistrates in the execution of 
the laws they have been accustomed to be governed by. 

Hanna and Cavel are still pressing me to do something 
for their relief, and are very desirous they should be brought 
off by force ; their project was, that writs should be issued 
against them, and that the Sheriff should take a posse with 
him and bring them awny, and make prisoners at the same 
time of their persecutors. I believe 'tis very practicable, 
but I gave them to know that without positive directions 
from yuur Honour I would advise no such step, and that I 
thought you would not direct any that might have a ten- 
dency to embroil the Provinces. However, it is no won- 
der that they are uneasy; they have been long confined, 
and must have suffered considerably by it. 

Lord Dunmore has issued a Proclamation, disclaiming 
the proceedings of the Surveyors in taking entries of lands, 
and ordering them to return the money received for them, 
but has spared their names ; but I have seen none of them ; 
they were spirited away, it seems, as fast as they appeared. 

If the Fort should be evacuated next month, pray, Sir, 
would it be proper to endea.vour to get possession of it, or 
to raze it? That may possibly be done by themselves. 

Mr. Connolly has sent out for some of the principal men 
of the Indians to come and receive the prisoners, and the 
Pittsburgh Committee have petitioned the General Con- 
gress to hold a treaty with the Western Tribes. I have 
the honour to be, Sir, your Honour's most obedient and 
most humble servant, Arthur St. Clair. 



In Provincial Congress, New-York, 
May 25, 1775. 

To the Honourable the Governour and Company of the 
English Colony of Connecticut : 

Brethren : By a minute of the Grand Continental Con- 
gress, of the eighteenth of May, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, a copy of 
which we do herewith transmit you, we are informed that 
Ticonderoga hath been taken by sundry inhabitants of the 
Northern Colonies; and from the minute aforesaid we are 
assured that this measure was for the common safety of the 
American Colonies. 

In pursuance of the directions contained in that minute, 
we have given the necessary orders for removing the can- 
non and stores taken at that important fortress to the south 
end of Lake George, and for securing them there ; and we 
have appointed Messrs. John N. Bleeker, Henry I. Bo- 
gart, George Palmer, Dirk Swart, and Peter Lansing, 
superintendents of this business. 

There is no doubt but that our brethren of Connecticut 
will feel great reluctance at the idea of ordering any of 
their troops to march within the bounds of this Colony, 
for the purpose of defending the fort of Ticonderoga and 
the cannon and. stores above-mentioned at Fort George. 
But we pray you to cast away all fears of offending us upon 
this occasion. We shall be happy to hear that you have 
placed a part of your forces in these posts, with intent to 
defend them, until they shall be relieved by troops from 
this Colony. 

In further pursuance of the directions of the Grand Con- 
gress, we have ordered provisions to be conveyed to Ticon- 
deroga and Lake George, and we shall continue to furnish 
such supplies as we shall deem necessary. 

You will be pleased, gentlemen, to appoint trusty com- 
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manders over your forces destined for the purposes above- 
mentioned; and we do assure you of our willingness that 
they shall take the command at those places while garri- 
soned by your troops. We beg leave to assure you that 
in this and all other matters we will pay the highest atten- 
tion to every recommendation of the Grand Continental 
Congress, and that we have the honour to be, gentlemen, 
your most obedient humble servants, 

P. V. B. Livingston, President, 

By order of the Congress : 

John McKesson, > Sccretaries . 
Robert Benson, J 

P. S. We pray you to use every effort to preserve and 
improve the present peaceable disposition of the Canadians 
and Indians, for which purpose we think it will be neces- 
sary to keep up the strictest vigilance to prevent any incur- 
sions from being made into the Province of Quebeck. 

In Congress, Thursday, May 18, 1775. 

Whereas, there is indubitable evidence that a design is 
formed by the British Ministry of making a cruel invasion 
from the Province of Quebeck upon these Colonies, for 
the purpose of destroying our lives and liberties, and some 
steps have actually been taken to carry the said design into 
execution : and whereas several inhabitants of the Northern 
Colonies, residing in the vicinity of Ticonderoga, immedi- 
ately exposed to incursions, impelled by a just regard for 
the defence and preservation of themselves and their coun- 
trymen from such imminent danger and calamities, have 
taken possession of that post in which was lodged a quantity 
of cannon and military stores that would certainly have 
been used in the intended invasion of these Colonies : this 
Congress earnestly recommend it to the Committees of the 
Cities and Counties of New-York and Albany, immediately 
to cause the said cannon and stores to be removed from Ti- 
conderoga to the south end of Lake George ; and, if neces- 
sary, to apply to the Colonies of New-Hampshire, Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, and Connecticut, for such an additional body 
of forces as will be sufficient to establish a strong post at that 
place, effectually to secure the said cannon and stores, or so 
many of them, as it may be judged proper to Tieep there, 
and that an exact inventory be taken of all such cannon 
and stores, in order that they may be safely returned when 
the restoration of the former harmony between Great Bri- 
tain and the Colonies, so ardently wished for by the latter, 
shall render it prudent and consistent with the overruling 
law of self-preservation. ' r - 

A true copy from the Minutes : 

Charles Thompson, Secretary. 

New-York, May 20, 1775. — A true copy: 

Henry Remsen, Dep. Chairman. 

colonel spencer to the assembly or CONNECTICUT. 

Hartford, May 25, 1775. 

Colonel Spencer returns his hearty thanks to the Hon- 
ourable General Assembly now sitting at Hartford, for the 
undeserved honours that have been conferred upon him 
from time to time, and particularly that he has had the 
honour for some time to command the Twelfth Regiment 
of Militia in this Colony. And he begs leave to assure your 
Honours that he always has been and still is ready to serve 
your Honours, according to his ability, in any place to 
which he has been appointed, so far as may be in his 
power ; but as his late appointment in the Colony service 
forbids that attendance to the duty of a Colonel as afore- 
said, as the circumstances of the times require, he humbly 
begs leave to lay down his said office orColonel; and sub- 
scribes himself your Honours' most obedient and most hum- 
ble servant, Joseph Spencer. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CON- 
GRESS. 

Hartford, May 25, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Your letter of the 17th instant, with the 
enclosed Resolve of the Provincial Congress of Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, was delivered to me by Colonel Easton, 
and communicated to the General Assembly, who have 
desired me to return their congratulations on the reduction 
of Ticonderoga, a fortress truly important, and to assure 
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you they entertain a proper sense of the merit of those 
officers and soldiers by whose bravery and good conduct it 
was achieved. As this advantage was gained by the united 
counsels and enterprise of a number of private gentlemen 
in your Province, New-Hampshire, New-York, and this 
Colony, prompted only by a zeal for the liberty of their 
Country, without publick authority, (to our knowledge,) 
and is of great and general importance to the United Colo- 
nies, it was thought best to take the advice of the Conti- 
nental Congress upon the manner of treating it in future, 
both by the General Assembly of this Colony and the Com- 
mittee of New-York, as well as by you. Despatches were 
accordingly sent to Philadelphia, and the intention of the 
Continental Congress thereupon bath been this day receiv- 
ed by express, with a letter from the Committee of Ntw- 
Ysik, copies of which enclosed are herewith sent you. By 
them you will see the present custody of that fortress is 
comir)TtTe3~to the Province of New- York, with the assist- 
ance of the New-England Colonies, if needed. 

The General Assembly of this Colony behold your situa- 
tion witbxoncern, and a fixed resolution to contribute every 
thing in their power to your defence and preservation, and, 
as far as pertains to them, are willing and desirous you 
should_h_ave__the benefit of such artillery as may be spared 
from the fortresses of Crown Point and Ticonderoga : but 
a?' they do not consider themselves as entitled to the com- 
'S§™LiiO]j£iL e pl aces > tne y cannot take upon themselves 
fo* give "orders for the removal of the heavy cannon that 
may be spared without the concurrence of the other Colo- 
nies, iff tnem. 

■ The necessity of securing and maintaining the posts on 
the lakes for defence of the frontiers, becomes daily more 
evident from the iterated intelligence we receive of the nlan 
formed by our enemies to distress us by inroads of Cana- 
dians and savages, from the Province of Quebeck, upon 
the adjacent settlements. The enclosed copy of a letter 
from our Delegates attending at Neiv-York, to communi- 
cate measures with the Provincial Congress in that City, 
throws an additional light on this subject, and is thought 
Worthy to be communicated to you ; and whilst the designs 
of qur^jn.einjes ^against us fill us with concern, we cannot 
omit tcTooserve the smiles of Providence upon us in reveal- 
ifig their wicked plans, and hitherto prospering the attempts 
of the Cro nies to,.fr ustrate them. With a. humble reliance 
on' the continuance of Divine favour and protection in a 
cause ^pf the justice of which a doubt cannot be enter- 
laTneg, the ueneral Assembly of this Colony are ready to 
co-opeMe with the other Colonies in every exertion for 
their common defence, and to contribute their proportion 
of men ancf other necessaries for maintaining the posts on 
the frontiers, or defending or repelling invasions in any 
other, quarter, agreeable to the advice of the Continental 
Congress. T am, gentlemen, in behalf of the General 
Assembly of this Colony, your most obedient humble ser- 
vant, '""""""*"■"""* '"" Jonathan Trumbull. 

The Honourable Provincial Congress of Massachusetts. 



GENERAL THOMAS TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS, 
'.- '":'" ; ' Roxbury Camp, May 25, 1775. 

Gentlemen : 1 have had the honour of being informed 
"by your Committee, that the Honourable Congress have 
made choice of me as Lieutenant-General of the Massa- 
chusetts Army, and desire to know whether I would accept 
that trusl. I am sensible of the great importance of the 
office, and of my inability of discharging that duty; but 
sjn.ceyou have done me the honour of appointing me to 
that important office, shall accept of the same, and attend 
\he Congress to-morrow. I am, gentlemen, with the most 
profound respect, your jnosl obedient humble servant, 

^ John Thomas. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress. 



LETTER FROM DOCTOR JOSEPH WARREN. 

Watertown, May 25, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Upon my arrival here just this minute, I 
had the pleasure of being inforrned that our worthy friend 
;Colonel Arnold, not having had the sole honour of redu- 
cing Ticonderoga and Crown Point, determined upon an 
expedition against St. John^^ in which he happily suc-r 



ceeded. The letters were directed to the Committee of 
Safety, but were supposed to be necessary to be laid before 
this Congress. I have not seen them yet, but you will 
have the particulars from the bearer. 

I have also received a letter from the Congress at New- 
Hampshire, informing me of a resolve to raise forthwith 
two thousand men, and more if it should be necessary; 
The Troops, at least one Company of them, with a train 
of artillery from Providence, are in the upper end of Rox- 
bury. To say the truth, I find my health much mended 
since this morning. I am, gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, J. Warren. 

P. S. You will be kind enough to communicate the 
contents of this letter to General Room, as I love to give 
pleasure to good men. : 



committee or malden to committee of safety. 

Maiden, May 25, 1775. 

Gentlemen : This may certify that Mr. Ebenczer Pratt, 
Mr. John Nichols, Mr. John Barrett, and Mr. John Ni- 
chols, Jr., are persons who may be confided in, that they 
will not take any advantage of a pass which has been ob- 
tained for them from Samuel Graves, Vice- Admiral of the 
Blue, to the disadvantage of the common cause, in which 
we are all engaged, desiring, at the same time, that you 
will lay them under such restrictions, In every respect, as 
you shall judge necessary. 

Signed by order and in the name of the Selectmen, the 
Committee of Correspondence and Inspection of the Town 
of Maiden. Peter Thachep, 

Benjamin Blaney, 
Ells ha Story. 
Honourable Committee of Safety, sitting in Cambridge. 



petition from the inhabitants of machias to the 
massachusetts congress. 

Machias, May 25, 1775. 

2b the Honourable Congress of the Massachusetts-Bay: 
Gentlemen: With the highest satisfaction we now con- 
sider you as the guardians of this extensive and wealthy- 
Province ; and relying on your wisdom, the wisdom of the 
Continental Congress, the justice of our cause, and the 
tender mercy of our fathers' God, we promise ourselves, in 
due time, a happy deliverance from the iron chains of ty- 
ranny, which were forming for us, and from servitude equal 
to Egyptian bondage. 

As a part, therefore, of your charge, we, the distressed 
inhabitants of Machias, beg leave to approach your presence, 
and to spread our grievances at your feet. We dare not 
say we are the foremost in supporting the glorious cause of 
American liberty ; but this we can truly affirm, fhat we have 
done our utmost to encourage and strengthen the hand of 
all the advocates for America with whom we have been 
connected; that we have not even purchased any goods of 
those persons whom we suspected to bejnimical to our 
Country, except when constrained by necessity ; and that 
none on the Continent can more cheerfully risk all that is 
dear to them on earth, when called, in support of those 
precious privileges which God and our vene rable ancestors, 
as a most invaluable legacy, have handecT down to us. We 
must now inform your Honours, that the inhabitants of this 
place exceed one hundred families, sonre of which are very 
numerous, and that Divine Proyidj3n<^J]ascui off all our 
usual resources. A very severe drought last fall prevented 
our laying in sufficient stores ; and had no vessels visited u$ 
in the winter, we must have suffered, Nor have we this 
spring been able to procure provisions sufficient for carry- 
ing on our business ; our labourers are dismissed, some of 
our mills stand still, almost all vessels have forsaken us, our 
lumber lies by us in heaps, and, to complete our misfortunes, 
air our ports are to be shut up on the first of July next. 
We must add, we have no country behind us to lean upon, 
nor can. we make an escape by flight; the - wilderness is im- 
pervious, and vessels we have none. _ To you, therefore, 
honoured gentlemen, we burobly apply for relief; you are 
our last, our only resource ; and permit us to say again, 
you are. our guardians, and we rejoice and glory in being 
subject. Pardon our importunity. We cannot take a 
denial, for, under God, you. are all pur dependence ; and if 
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you neglect us, we are ruined. Save, dear Sirs, one of 
your most flourishing settlements from famine and all its 
horrours. We ask not for charity; we ask for a supply to 
be put into the hands of Messrs. Smith. and StiUman, or 
any other person or persons your wisdom may point out, 
who shall obligate themselves to pay the whole amount in 
lumber, the only staple of our country. 

That God may long preserve you, and make you happily 
instrumental in his hand, in restoring all the sweets of peace 
and liberty to this much injured Country, and even to 
Great Britain herself, is the constant and fervent prayer 
of, gentlemen, your most humble petitioners. 



this County in whose behalf we are your Honours' most 
obedient humble servants, 

Jedediah Preble, Chairman. 



John Longfellow, 
Abraham Clark, 
James Flinn, 
Amos Boynton, 
B. D. J. Underwood, 
John Sinkler, 
William Chaloner, 
William Albee, 
Daniel Hill, 
Nathan Longfellow, 
James Lyon, 
James Elliott, 
Timothy Young, 



Bradbury Merrill, 
Samuel Millberry, 
John Watts, 
Samuel Barnum, 
James Colbroth, 
Jonas Farnsworth 
Eleazer Hathaway, 
Ezekiel Foster, 
Solomon Littlefield, 
Jacob Libby, 
Lodowick Holway, 
Micajah How, 
Benjamin Gatchell, 



Stephen Young, 
William Bodwin, 
John Chaloner, 
Benj. Gooch, Jr., 
Jonathan Brown, 
Joseph Clifford, 
Joseph Sealey,Jr., 
George Sealey, 
John Chase, 
Ephraim Chase, 
Bcriah Rice, 
Israel Andrews. 



COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE OF CUMBERLAND COUNTY 
TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, ) 
County of Cumberland. J 

To the Honourable the Representatives of the several 
Towns in said Colony, in General Congress assembled : 

May itpjlease your Honours : We, the Committees of 
Correspondence of th_e_ several Towns in said County, beg 
leave to represent to your Honours the circumstances of 
this County Tn this day of struggle and danger. In the 
first place we confess our Towns have, in general, heretofore, 
been negligent in providing arms and ammunition according 
to law, until distress came upon us from our mother Coun- 
try, and then were debarred from having them from thence 
where we were wont; to purchase them ; since which we 
have not been able tofurnish ourselves. And in the next 
place we are in a distressed situation with respect to provi- 
sion for our people to subsist upon till their new crops come 
in, owing, in part, to their last year's crops being cut short 
by the drought, and so many of our people not being 
farmers, but lumbering sailors, Sic, together with the diffi- 
culty" and danger there now is of getting any from the 
Southern Governments, owing to their carefulness to keep 
a sufficient supply for their own people in this day of ex- 
pense, and the hazard of having it taken by the men-of- 
war and tenders, could we procure any of them ; and where 
to fly for relief, hut to your Honours, we know not. Not- 
withstanding these difficulties, we can with pleasure say 
that the people of this country almost universally are 
zealous in the cause of constitutional liberty, and have ex- 
erted themselves in complying with the recommendations 
of the Congresses, and particularly in raising a Regiment of 
hardy arid spirited men for the service of the Colony, who 
have been exercising every day, as we understand, for some 
time past, and expected to be sent for to the Army; till 
lately we have the satisfaction to hear the Army is like to 
be complete without tliem. We would likewise represent 
to your Honours, that we are. exposed to our enemies by 
sea and land ; by sea, our sheep and cattle on the islands 
and shores are exposed to be ravaged by every little tender 
that may be sent to get fresh meat for their fleet and army ; 
and by land, we may be alarmed by the inroads of our old 
enemies, the Indians and French, though we hope better 
things from them. 

Wherefore we pray your Honours to take our plain 
and just representation into consideration, and, if possible, 
find out some; way whereby we may be supplied with some 
arms, ammunition, and provisions, and that the Regiment 
enlisted here may be stationed among us, and subsisted at 
the charge of the publick, for our defence, until they shall 
be more wanted elsewhere, (in which case they will be 
ready to march on the first notice,) and while here, to be 
employed in such a manner as may be most for our safety 
and advantage, and that they may pass muster here by 
some person who may be appointed for that purpose. Your 
Honours' favourable answer to our request will much oblige 



THOMAS BARNARD TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY FOR 
SALEM. .''...:". 

Salem, May 25, 1775. 

Gentlemen : A suspicion of being inimical to those 
with whom we are connected in society, and whom we es- 
teem and love, cannot but give severe pain to a generous 
mind. 

Unhappily I have been viewed by my countrymen in a 
light so disagreeable. The Address which I signed to Gov- 
ernour Hutchinson, upon his leaving this Province, I signed 
with no party views; with do design whatever of injuring 
that Country, with the prosperity of which my dearest hu- 
man interests are closely connected ; but with strong hopes 
of promoting the lasting peace and welfare of my native 
land. But I own my fond expectations arising therefrom 
have been disappointed. The cause of America I look 
upon as capable of full defence by the voice oT justice and 
the British Constitution, and shall be ever ready to support 
it in that way which the united wisdom of the Continent 
shall dictate. 

Such are my sentiments, and upon the strength of them 
I would request of my countrymen to throw the veil of 
charity and forgiveness over any incautious action of mine, 
which may have led them to think unfavourably of me, 
and to grant me a place in their esteem, which 1 shall ever 
think myself happy in deserving. 

Thomas Barnard, Jr. 

In Committee of Safety, Salem, May 25, 1775. 

Resolved unanimously, That the foregoing declaration of 
the Reverend Thomas Barnard, Jr., now laid before the 
Committee, is fully satisfactory, and we hope will remove 
any ill impressions that may have been made on fhendinds 
of the good people of this Province in consequence of his 
addressing Governour Hutchinson, and cause them to look 
upon him as a friend to his Country. 

Richard Derby, Jr., Chairman. 



Charlestown, S". C, May 26, 1775. 

We are informed that the inhabitants of this Town lately 
presented a memorial to the General Committee, setting 
forth the dearness and alarming scarcity of grain ; and that 
the Committee, after having made a full inquiry into the 
facts, have resolved that it is their opinion that no Indian 
corn should be exported from this Province, except by 
persons who may have plantations m Georgia, for their 
own immediate use upon such plantations ; nor any rice, 
except to complete the lading of such vessels §s had actu- 
ally taken on board part of their intended cargoes of rice 
before the twenty-fourth instant, until the "General Assem- 
bly, or the Provincial Congress, shall take the matter under 
their consideration, and come to some determination there- 
upon. 

We are also informed that the General Committee hav- 
ing been applied to by Captain Heslope, of the Brigantine 
Hannah, lately arrived from Liverpool with about eight 
thousand bushels of salt, for permission to cast the said 
cargo of salt overboard into Hog-Island Creek, as if it was 
only common ballast, and not merchandise ; after having 
duly considered every circumstance, and being fully satis- 
fied that the said cargo was shipped at Liverpool as mer- 
chandise, with an intent to put the American Association 
at defiance, and putting the virtue of the inhabitants of this 
Colony to the test, have resolved that it was their opinion 
that the said cargo " ought to be forthwith sent back ;" and 
we hear that Captain Heslope, finding too late the effects 
of his owner's folly and presumption, is preparing to return 
to Liverpool with their full cargo. 



LOUDOUN COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Loudoun County, held 
at Leesburgh on Friday, May 26, 1775. Present '. Francis 
Peyton, Esq., Josias Clapham, Thomas Lewis, Anthony 
Russell, John Thomas, George Johnston, Thomas Shore 
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James Lane, Jacob Reed, Lcven Powell, William Smith, 
Robert Jamison, Hardage Lane, and John Lewis, gen- 
tlemen. - .. 

The Committee, taking into consideration the conduct of 

. the Governour relative to the powder which was, by his 

express orders, taken secretly out of the publick Magazine 

belonging to this Colony, in the night of the twentieth ult., 

and carried on board the Magdaline Schooner: 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That his Lordship, by 
this and other parts of his conduct which have lately trans- 
pired, has not only forfeited the confidence of the good 
people of this Colony, but that he may be justly esteemed 
an enemy to America; and that as well his excuse pub- 
lished in his Proclamation of the fourth instant, as his verbal 
answer tothe Address presented him on that occasion by 
the City of Willi amsburgh, are unsatisfactory and evasive, 
an<f reflect, in our opinion, great dishonour on the General 
Assembly and inhabitants of this Colony, as from the latter 
a suspicion may be easily deduced, that the Representatives 
of the people are not competent judges of the place wherein 
arms and ammunition, intended for the defence of the Colo- 
ny, may be safely lodged, and that the inhabitants (unlike 
other subjects) cannot, in prudence, be trusted with the 
means necessary for their protection from insurrection, or 
even invasion ; so in the former a very heavy charge is 
exhibited against the best men among us, of seducing their 
fellow-subjects from their duty and allegiance ; a charge, 
we are confident, not founded in reality, and which, we be- 
lieve, is construed out of the discharge of that duty which 
every^'gbod man is under, to point out to his weaker coun- 
trymen, hi the day of publick trial, the part they should 
act, and explain, on constitutional principles, the nature of 
their allegiance, the ground of which we fervently pray 
may never be removed, whose force we desire may never 
with reason be relaxed, but yet may be subservient to con- 
sideration! Qf_superiour regard. 

The T2ornmitt.ee being informed by some of the officers 
who comowidedtbe Troops of this County that marched 
on the ..ajoye occasion, that the reason of their marching no 
farther th3.ujcredericksburgh was, their having^ received 
repeated requests from the Honourable Peyton Randolph, 
Esq., to return home, assuring them that the peaceable 
citizens of Williamsburgh were under no apprehensions of 
danger, either in their persons or properties ; that the pub- 
lic^ treasury and records were perfectly safe; and that 
there ,was^o K .ne_cessity for their proceeding any further ; 
three of the other Delegates appointed to the Continental 
Congress, the only civil power we know of in this great 
struggle for liberty, being of the same opinion. 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That under such circum- 
stances, we" approve the conduct of the said Officers and 
Troops. 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That we cordially ap- 
prove" the conduct of our countryman, Captain Patrick 
Henry, and the other volunteers of Hanover County, who 
marched__ijnder him, in making reprisals on the King's pro- 
perty for the trespass committed as aforesaid, and that we 
are determined to hazard all the blessings of this life rather 
than suffer the smallest injury offered to their persons or 
estates, oh this account, to pass unrewarded with its equal 
' punishment. 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That it be recommended 
to the Representatives of this County, as the opinion of this 
Corrpriittee, that they by no means agree to the reprisals, 
taken_as_,ajoresai_d, being returned. 

Ordered, That the Clerk transmit immediately a copy 
of the preceding "Resolves to the Printers of the Virginia 
and Pennsylvania Gazettes, to be published. 

By order of the Committee, 

* - George Johnston, Clerk. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF 

SAFETY, 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, ) 
May 96, 1775. \ 

Brethren : Having received a minute of the Grand Con- 
tinental Congress, of which we send you a copy herewith, 
we wrote a letter to the Governour and Company of the 
Colony of Connecticut, of which we also send you a copy. 

We do not doubt of your ready concurrence in the mea- 



sures recommended by that august body, in which we do 
entirely acquiesce. 

We pray you to act on this occasion with prudence and 
expedition, especially as we have received intimation from 
our brethren in Connecticut that they cannot send a suffi- 
cient force for the purposes mentioned to them in our letter ; 
and we beg leave to assure you that we are affectionately 
your friends and brethren in the generous cause of freedom. 

We are, gentlemen, your humble servants, 

P. V. B. Livingston, President. 

To Joseph Warren, Esq., and others, the Committee of 
Safety for the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay. 

THE SUB-COMMITTEE OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF ALBANY 

TO THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS OF NEW-YORK; 

[Read before Congress June 3, 1775.] 

Albany Committee-Chamber, ? 
. May 2G, 1775. I 

Gentlemen : We have received a letter from the Neic- 
Yorlc Committee, of the twentieth inst., enclosing the Re- 
solution of the Continental Congress of the eighteenth in- 
stant. We have likewise received some material information 
from the north and westward, which we shall now lay before 
you. And first respecting our western intelligence. We 
are so much crowded with businessjnd despatches from dif- 
ferent quarters, that we cannot so copiously enlarge on every 
different subject as we could wish ; we shall therefore only 
state the necessary facts to you, interspersed with such re- 
marks as we conceive of consequence. 

The first of our intelligence from, the west was, that the 
Indians were exceedingly uneasy, and more of tliern._dai.ly 
coming in to Colonel Johnson's place &\_Guy Park, occa- 
sioned, as he alleges, by reason of a report in his neighbour- 
hood, that the New-England people, "with some others, 
intended seizing and taking him captive to New-England, 
and by this means extinguish the Indian council fire. And 
that this was to be done in consequence of another report 
that Colonel Johnson was setting up the Indians to destroy 
the inhabitants, &c. 

Next we received a letter wrote by four Mohawks to the 
Oneidas, whereof we enclose you a copy, translated, from 
the Mohawk into English, No. 2. 

Next we received a letter from the Committee of Pala- 
tine District, in Tryon. County, whereof we enclose you a 
copy, No. 3 ; our answer to which you have enclosed, 
No. 3, a. 7 

Next, five persons from Tryon County here, who made 
oath of their being stopped in the road at Colonel Jokns&n's 
on the seventeenth instant; we enclose copy of the affi- 
davit, No. 4. 

On the same day we also received from the Committee 
of Schenectady a copy of Colonel Jo hnson's letter to them, 
dated the eighteenth, which yau have enclosed, No. 5, and 
to which the Schenectady Committee wrote him an answer, 
whereof we have no copy. ~ " "~ : 

Next we received copy of a letter from Colonel Johnson 
to the Magistrates and others o7 Palatine t Canajoharie, 
and the upper Districts, dated twentieth Instant, Which you 
have enclosed, No. 6; and of the answer to which we have 
no copy. 

Next we received copy of another letter from Colonet 
Johnson, without a date, directed to the Magistrates, £ic., 
of Schenectady, and the Mayor and Corporation, &c, of 
Albany, which you have enclosed, No. 7 ; whereupon we 
wrote him a letter, dated the twenty-third instant, ropy 
whereof you have enclosed, No. 8., and one to the same 
effect was wrote to him, on the same subject, by the. Cor- 
poration here. 

Next we received eopy of the speech of the Mohawks, 
interpreted by the Reverend Mr. JErkland, on the twentieth 
instant, whereof you have a copy enclosed, No. 9 ; whereto 
we wrote an answer, dated twenty-third instant, and ap- 
pointed two persons of our Committee, To wit, Gilbert 
Marselis and Peter Schuyler, to go to the Mohawks, with 
Mr. Martin Lydias as an interpreter ; enclosed you have 
a copy thereof, No. 10. 

Next we received a reply from the Mohawks to our 
answer, dated the twenty-fifth ; a copy whereof you have 
enclosed, No. 11, wherein is contained the reply of the 
Indians, and the Sub-Committee's answer thereto. 
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We shall now proceed to communicate our northern in- 
telligence, the substance of which you will fully collect from 
Col. Arnold's letter to us, dated twenty-second inst., where- 
of we enclose you a copy, No. 12. Second : Col. Arnold's 
letter to Captain Noah Lee, dated the twenty-third in- 
stant, whereof we enclose you a copy, No. 13. Third: 
We yesterday received the Quebeck mail opened, and sent 
to us by some of our people from above, and such letters 
as were already opened, were inspected by two of our mem- 
bers, who made an extract of such passages in them as 
respected their publick commotions, a copy of which ex- 
tract \ve_ enclose you, No. 14. 

We shall now lake notice of the New-York Commit- 
tee's letter to us, of the twentieth instant, enclosing the Re- 
solution of the Continental Congress, from which we find 
that the reduction of Ticonderogn by our forces, is ap- 
proved of, and recommending us to proceed with all pos- 
sible despatch with a sufficient body of forces, fee, to the 
northward, to remove the cannon and stores from Ticon- 
deroga to the south end of Lake George. We are now 
busy to raise two Companies, each Company composed of 
fifty men, in order to go upon said expedition, who we ex- 
pect will be in readiness to march in two or three days. 
But, gentlemen, there are a number of very material diffi- 
culties that immediately arise. We have no ammunition ; 
all the powder already gone up, with what we can possibly 
collect yet among us, will not amount to above two hun- 
dred and fifty pounds; and with so small a quantity it is 
impossible for us to do any thing of consequence, nor can 
we possibly conceive how the Provincial forces can main- 
tain these northern posts, or withstand the attack of the 
British Troops from Quebeck, who are, from the best in- 
telligence we can collect, preparing, as fast as possible, to 
come clown, in order to take these places from us; an 
enterprise which, if by them undertaken and completed, will 
introduce our enemies into the very bowels of our Country. 
We beg of you, gentlemen, without delay, to take these 
important matters into your most serious and immediate 
consideration, and afford us the necessary assistance in this 
our distressed situation, and send us up, with all possible 
speed, a sufficient quantity of powder, without which nothing 
, can possibly be done. We likewise stand in need of blankets, 
pitch, tar, oakum, nails, spikes, gin, ropes, camp-kettles, 
intrenching tools, fee, and some rice, oat-meal, and barley, 
fee. ; also for the sloop and schooner, two mates, two gun- 
ners, two gunner's mates, two boatswains, and eighteeen 
seamen, agreeable to Colonel Arnold's list, (copy enclosed,) 
No. 15, all which you'll be pleased to cause to be sent up 
to us with all possible despatch. 

We would beg of you, likewise, to take into considera- 
tion some modeor plan for raising and paying our forces ; 
the one which we have adopted here, pro hdc vice, until 
you conclude upon a better one, we enclose you a copy of, 
No. 16. 

We would mention another matter to you, which, in our 
humble opinion, requires your immediate consideration ; that 
as the vessel from St. John's has lately been taken by our 
forces, and whereof the Continental Congress have had no 
intelligence, on the eighteenth instant, when they entered 
into the Resolution respecting Ticonderogn, and removing 
the stores and cannon from thence to Lake George, whether 
it would not be expedient to fortify the latter instead of the 
former, as Ticondcroga is by far the strongest and most 
important fortress. 

We beg the favour of you that you will, immediately 
after your perusal of this our letter, and the papers here- 
with sent, be pleased to forward the same to the Conti- 
nental Congress by the most speedy and eligible mode of 
conveyance. 

We are, gentlemen, you most obedient servants. 
By order of the Committee : 

Samuel Stringer, Chairman pro tern. 



" Head.Quarters of the Army, Crovrn Point, ) 
May 24, 1775. i, 

" By advice of council of the officers, I recommend our' 
trusty and well-beloved friend and brother, Captain Abra- 
ham Nimham, of Stockbridge, as our ambassador of peace 
to our good brother Indians of the four Tribes, viz : the 
Hocnawagoes, the Swagaches, the Canesadaugans, and 
the Saint Fransawas. 

" Loving brothers and friends : I have to inform you 
that George the Third, King of England, has made war 
with the English Colonies in America, who have ever till 
now been his good subjects; and sent his army and killed 
some of your good friends and brothers at Boston, in the 
Province of the Massachusetts-Bqy . Then your good 
brothers in that Province, and in all the_ Colonies of Eng- 
lish America, made war with King George, and have begun 
to kill the men of his army, and have taken Ticondcroga 
and Crown Point from him, and all the artillery", and also 
a great sloop which was at St. John's, and all the boats in 
the lake, and have raised, and are raising two great armies ; 
one is destined for Boston, and the other for the_ fortresses 
and department of Lake Champlain, to fight the King's 
Troops that oppose the Colonies from. Canada; and as 
King George's soldiers killed our brothers and friends in a 
time of peace, I hope, as Indians are_ good and honest 
m.en, you will not fight for King George against your 
friends in America, as they have done you no wrong, and 
desire to live with you as brothers. I was always a friend 
to Indians, and have hunted with the m ma ny times, and 
know how to shoot and ambush _Yike Indians, and am a 
great hunter. 

" I want to have your warriours come and see me, and 
help me fight the King's Regular Troops. You know they 
stand all along closejogether, rank and file, and my men 
fight so as Indians do, and I want your warriours to join 
with me and my warriours, like brothers, and ambush the 
Regulars: if you will, I will give ymr money, blankets, 
tomahawks, knives, paint, and any thing that there is in 
the army, just like brothers ; and I will go with you into 
the woods to scout ; and my men and your men will sleep 
together, and eat and drink together, and fight Regulars, 
because they first killed our brothers ; and will fight against 
us; therefore I want our brother Indians to help us fight; 
for I know Indians are good warriours, and cajf fight well 
in the bush. You know it is good for my warriours and In- 
dians too to kill the Regulars, because they "first began to 
kill our brothers in this Country without cause. 

" Ye know my warriours must fight, but if you our bro- 
ther Indians do not fight on either side, we will still be 
friends and brothers ; and you may come and hunt in our 
w r oods, and come with your canoes in the lake, and let us 
have venison at our forts on the lake, and have rum, bread, 
and what you want, and be like brothers. 

" I have sent our friend, Winthrop Hoit, to treat with you 
on our behalf in friendship ; you know him, for he has lived 
with you, and is your adopted son, and is a good man ; 
Captain Nimham, of Stockbridge, and he will tell you 
about the whole matter more than I can write'. I hope 
your warriours will come and see rneV JSo I Hd all my 
brother Indians farewell. Ethan Allen, 

" Colonel of the Green Mountain Boys." 

This, gentlemen, is a copy of the letter T have sent the 
Indians; I hope it may have a good effect. T thought it 
advisable that the Honourable Assembly should be informed 
of all our politicks. And am, gentlemen, with the greatest 
respect, your most obedient and humble servant, 

Ethan Allen. 
The Honourable General Assembly. 



ETHAN ALLEN TO THE ASSEMBLY OF CONNECTICUT. 

Crown Point, May 26, 1775. 
Honourable Gentlemen : I here communicate to you 
a copy of a letter Tsent by Mr, Winthrop Hoit and Cap- 
tain Abraham Nimham, a friendly Stockbridge Indian, to 
the several Tribes of Indians in Canada. 



BENEDICT ARNOLD TO THE JfASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY. 

Crown Point, May 26, 1775. 
Gentlemen: My last was of the 33d instant; I then 
advised you of the situation of matters here, since which 
there has been no material alteration. Very few men have 
arrived. We have fixed the sloop with six carriage and 
twelve swivel guns; the schooner with four carriage and 
eight swivels. Both vessels are in good order, and toler- 
ably well manned. Eight gentlemen having arrived from 
Hartford, who are seamen, I have sent twcTten-irich iron 
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mortars, and two eight-inch brass mortars, and two eight- 
inch howitzers, to Ticonderoga, to be forwarded to Fort 
George. 

You may depend on my sending the cannon from this 
place as soon _as possible. There are three thirteen-inch 
iron mortars. here — beg to know what I shall do with them. 
1 have received large donations of flour, pork, peas, &tc, 
from Albany — near seventy barrels — and I am informed 
there is a large quantity on the road from that place, and a 
quantity supplied from Connecticut. 

The advice I received from Butter field, and communi- 
cated, in the postscript of my last, of the 23d instant, 
proves to be premature. I have good intelligence from a 
batteau immediately from St. John's, which place she left 
on the 19th instant, that the Regulars were returned to 
Chamblee. I am, with great respect, gentlemen, your obe- 
dient servant, Benedict Ahnold. 

To the Commitee of Safety, Cambridge. 



LETTER FROM THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO THE 

NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

In Provincial Congress, at Watertown, ) 
May 26, 1775. \ 

" Resolved, That the following Letter be sent to the 
Provincial Congress of the Colony of JSetv-York, now 
sitting in that Colony." 

Gentlemen : Enclosed are copies of a letter from Col- 
onel Arnold, and a list of military stores at Ticonderoga , 
&,c. You cannot fail to observe that Mr. Arnold, for the- 
defence .of this Colony, is endeavouring that such ordnance 
as he judges can be spared from that quarter, should be 
transported to the army in this Colony. This step is taken 
in consequence of orders given by our Committee of Safe- 
ty. Perhaps this may appear to you extraordinary, but 
we trust you will candidly overlook such a mistake (if it is 
one,) being made in the hurry and confusion of war; and 
we most solemnly declare to you, that this Congress, and 
the inhabitants ..or this Colony, are at the utmost remove 
from any disposition or design to make any the least in- 
fraction upon, or usurpation of the jurisdiction of any of 
our sister Colonies^ And if any of those cannon, &,c, 
taken _at the Lake Champlain, should happen, through the 
exertions of enterprising spirits, to be brought within the 
allowed limits of this Colony, and come to our use, we 
shall hold ourselves accountable for them to the Repre- 
sentatives of the Continent; and whenever they shall in- 
form usjhat jhey are more needed for the general defence 
at any other part of the Continent than in this Colony, we 
shall endeavour that they be removed thither with the utmost 
despatch. As to the expediency and policy of endeavour- 
ing to maintain those old fortresses near Lake Champlain, 
or abating them, and erecting others in some other places 
upon the same lake, or abandoning those posts, and bring- 
ing off all the ordnance and warlike stores in those posts, 
we conceive that the advice of the Continental Congress 
ought to T>e obtained, and we have therefore addressed them 
in the most "pressing maimer, being of opinion that the 
maintaining a posr There is absolutely necessary for. the 
defence of your, and all the New-England Colonies. 

Gentlemen and brethren, could you have seen the hor- 
rid deyajtatbn and carnage in this Colony, committed by 
ininis'terJaTjrroops, those sons of violence," who have got 
sotpe footing in this Colony, the breach of a most solemn 
treaty with respect to the inhabitants of Boston, when they 
had surrendered their arms, and put themselves wholly in 
the power of a military commander, relying upon his faith, 
then pledged, that they should immediately depart the 
Town wuth their effects as stipulated, which was no sooner 
done, than they were positively refused permission to carry 
out. the most valuable part of those effects, but their persons 
detained under the most idle pretences, and suffered only 
to scatter' from their prison a few in a day, hardly to be 
seen 'or .rroticed ; we say, gentlemen, could you see and re- 
alize these scenes of distress, you could not refrain one 
m6meftt from dpinj every thing in your power to prevent 
the ;like_ distress from happening to your metropolis, and 
a'vailing~yourselves of every article, which an enemy can 
improvirwith the Toast advantage to themselves, for effecting 
thp like7?esolation, horrours, and insults on the inhabitants 
of your City and Colony, or which might enable you to 



make the most effectual defence. Have you not, gentle- 
men, divers of those articles as it were ..under your hand? 
If you should delay securing them until they should be out 
of your power, and within a few days you should behold 
those very materials improved in murdering you, and your- 
selves perishing for the want of them, will not your chagrin 
and regret be intolerable? Brethren, pardon our impor- 
tunity. It is our own case. Don't we daily behold Castle 
William, and realize the ample warlike provisions and ap- 
paratus therein, held by our enemies, to our infinite and inex- 
pressible mortification ? We wish to heaven that you may be 
timely admonished by the consequence of our delay. 



JOSEPH HAWLEY TO THE MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

Watertown, May 26, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The Congress have directed a Commit- 
tee, of which I have the honour to be Chairman, to apply 
to you forthwith for copies of the commission, and every 
paper containing the appointment of Colonel Benedict 
Arnold, to a secret warlike enterprise to the westward ; of 
the instructions given him by you; of your engagements to 
him in behalf of this Colony; and authority to raise a Re- 
giment to be in the pay of this Colony, if any such author- 
ity was given him by you ; his orders respecting the ord- 
nance at Ticonderoga, and places on Lake Champlain ; and 
every thing necessary to give the Congress a full under- 
standing of the relation Colonel Arnold then stood, "and 
now stands in to this Colony, and send them as soon as 
possible to us by Captain Brown. Tarn, gentlemen, with 
the greatest respect, your most obedient servant, 

Joseph Hawley. 

To the Committee of Safety. 



BENJAMIN GREENLEAF TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Newburyport, May 26, 1775. 

Sir : 1 yesterday received your letter of the 19th instant, 
informing me that the Provincial Congress had done me 
the honour of choosing me a member of the Committee 
of Safety, and that they requested my attendance without 
delay. I readily exert myself on every occasion that pre- 
sents, as far as I am able, to promote such measures as have 
a tendency to relieve the Country from its present difficul- 
ties and embarrassments ; but my ill state of health forbids 
my attending closely to business, "and therefore disqualifies 
me to act in that department with advantage to the pub- 
lick or myself, for which reason I have to entreat the indul- 
gence of the Congress while I ask to be excused from that 
service ; assuring them I cannot be an indifferent observer 
of scenes that are now acting; but as I have hitherto attend- 
ed to our publick affairs as far as myTiealth would permit, 
almost to the total neglect of my own personal concerns, I 
shall continue to do so, if my life is spared, until this land-. 
obtains a complete deliverance from fhe hands of tyranny 
and oppression; but then it musj be In ^sphere wherein I 
shall not be liable to so much confinement, and solicitude 
as I must necessarily submit to as a member of that Com- 
mittee. I am, with respect, Sir, your most humble ser- 
vant, B. Greenleaf. 
To Mr. Freeman, Secretary of the Provincial Congress. 



COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE MASSA~C"HUS"ETTF CON- 
GRESS. 

Cambridge, May 26, 1775. 

The Committee of Safety beg leave to represent to your 
Honours the conduct of Jonathan Brewer, of Waltham. 
Said Brewer was recommended to this_Committee_as a 
suitable person to take orders to enlist a Tlegiment on the 
present establishment, and accordingly received ten sets of 
orders from this Committee for that purpose. Since that, 
various complaints have been made to us relative to his 
conduct. When he gave out his enlisting orders he made 
proclamation that he had received orders to enlist a Regi- 
ment of Rangers, and gave some^FFisTJaptains written 
orders accordingly, directly contrary to the orders he re- 
ceived from this Committee, and in that way drew off men 
from the companies and regiments, which occasioned great 
uneasiness and frequent complaints. He has, without any 
orders or directions, taken into his service two horses — one 
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belonging to Colonel Jones, the other to Colonel Taylor — 
and has k ept them for several weeks past. He has also 
given a lease of part of Colonel Jones's real estate, without 
the least pretence of right, and taken security therefore in 
his own name. 

Although this Committee were first induced to give the 
said Brewer enlisting orders for raising a Regiment, from 
the. character they had of him as being courageous, ancT 
experienced in war, Sic, they are now fully convinced, 
from the evidence they have since had of the low artifices 
and impositions he has made use of to obtain the small 
number of men he has returned, his seizing private pro- 
perty and converting it to his own use, in a manner that 
cannot by any means be justified, and which we fear will 
be improved by our inveterate enemies to the dishonour 
and detnmenlof this Colony, he is unworthy of confidence. 
Upon the whole, we apprehend he has not only disqual- 
ified himself for serving this Colony, as a Colonel of a 
Regiment, but ought immediately to be dealt with in such 
a manner as you in your wisdom shall think proper. 
We are, Sic. 



in the defence of our Country, (if the last choice is estab- 
lished,) beg leave to have the privilege of joining in some 
other Regiment. And as in duty bound shall ever pray. 
Benj. Bullard, Captain, 
John Leland, Captain, 
Thos. Druhy, Captain, 
Thaddeus Russell, Captain. 
To the Honourable Committee of Safety. 



THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE 
CONGRESS. 

WalBi-town, May 36, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We received your favour of the 23d in- 
stant, wherein you inform us of your determination to raise 
immediately two thousand men for the common defence of 
America. 

It gives us the greatest pleasure and satisfaction to ob- 
serve the present concordant temper and disposition so 
prevalent throughout the several Colonies, in support of 
their common rights. Such a remarkable unanimity, under 
the smiles of a kind Providence, can scarcely fail of suc- 
ceeding to the utmost of our sanguine wishes. We trust, 
gentlemen, our cause is just and right; and that to. submit 
to the vassalage and slavery of an unconscionable Adminis- 
tration, would not only be ignominious, but highly deroga- 
tory to the spirit and resentment of free and loyal Ameri- 
cans; and although the horrours and devastation of war are 
highly deprecated by us, yet pressing necessity urges to 
the utmost of our exertion, in the preservation of every 
thing dear to us, (even life itself,) by a resolute opposition 
{o our unwearied and unnatural enemies. We therefore 
earnestly request you, gentlemen, to forward with all speed 
those Troops you are raising, to co-operate with us against 
the common enemy, hoping, under the Divine protection, 
to cOTvitjcgreTen the British Parliament of their unreason- 
able, rash, and inconsiderate proceedings against a most 
injured and cruelly oppressed people. We are, gentlemen, 
with sincere affection, your most obedient humble servants, 

By order: Joseph Warren, Fres't pro tern. 

To the Hon- Congress of New-Hampshire Colony. 

BENJAMIN BOLLARD AND OTHERS TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 
COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Cambridge, May 26, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We, the subscribers, being highly dissatis- 
fied with the alteration that is likely to lake place respect- 
ing the field-officers in Colonel Nixon's Regiment, as we 
took out enlisting orders under Colonel John Nixon, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Jacob Miller, and Major Nathaniel Cud- 
worth, with the expectation that they were to be the esta- 
blished field-officers of the Regiment, especially as we were 
at the choice of said gentlemen, and knowing the choice 
to be fair and above board ; and every gentleman present 
appeared to be pleased with the same ; therefore, we think 
it a great grievance that, after they had been at the trouble 
of recruiting, and had almost filled up our respective com- 
panies before we had any notice of any design to make an 
alteration in the leaders. of said Regiment. And further, 
that we were to conie to a new choice with men that were 
not nominated witri_ us, to be in our corps as Captains. 
And furthermore, that several Lieutenants should act in 
behalf of their Captains, they being not present; and one 
Lieutenant saying at the same time he had no thought of 
tarrying in the Army. All which we think to be sufficient 
reasons that the i first choice stands fair, and the last the 
contrary, Therefore, as we are earnest to be in the service 



FREDERICK COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE, 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Commit- 
tee be presented to the Reverend Charles Minn Thruston 
and Colonel Isaac Zane, who represented this County in 
the late Convention, from a just sensibility of a faithful 
discharge of the trust reposed in them. 

Resolved unanimously, That this Committee dp recom- 
mend to the Representatives of this. County to use their 
influence in the ensuing session of Assembly, to procure 
adequate satisfaction to the officers and soldiers who bravely 
ventured their lives in defence of their Co untry, in the late 
expedition against the Indians; and also to those who ad- 
vanced their property on the credit of^tbe publick, for the 
support of the Army. 

Whereas, it is expected that proposals will be made to 
the Assembly, on behalf of Administration, to levy a cer- 
tain sum of money annually, disposable by Parliament : it 
is therefore earnestly recommended to oiirRepresentatives 
to oppose such proposal to the utmost ci their abilities, and 
to express their determined resolution to reject any propo- 
sition whatever which may be ofTerecLTwhile an armed force - 
remains on this Continent, for the purpose of compelling 
submission to Parliametitaiy'rnaTidates. ; and every requisi- 
tion for levying money on their constituents, coming through 
any other channel than the official seryants_of the Crown, 
the use to which such moneys are to be applied being al- 
ways expressed in such requisitions. And .we would have 
it understood, as the sense of this Committee, that nomea-. 
sures with Administration, which rmayaffect the liberties of . 
America, ought to be agreed to on behalf of this Colony, 
without the concurrence of our sister. Colonies.. _ 

Resolved unanimously, That the several arbitrary and 
illegal Proclamations lately issued by Lord Dunmore, his 
seizure of the Colony Powder, and his gross misrepresent- 
ations of the state of this Colony to the Ministry, render it 
highly necessary to regard with peculiar attention whatever 
comes through his hands. _ __„„. 

Ordered, That the Clerk transmit a. copy of the above 
to the publick Printer. William Heth, Clerk. 

May 87,1775. """' .-„.-__-,„... 

prince george's county (maryland) committee. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation for 
Prince George's County, at the house of Richard Carries, 
in Piscaiaway, on Saturday, the 27th day of May, 1775, 
were present nineteen members, 

Thomas Baily failing to appear, according to former re- 
ference, with the evidence proposed from Baltimore, the 
Committee proceeded to consider the charges against him; 
and as it appeared from the said Baily' s own declaration, 
that he was informed at Alexandria, before he landed the 
Salt, that the ship-load of Salt which, arrived at Baltimore, 
consigned to Doctor John Stevenson, was declared to be 
illegally imported, and ordered to be .destroyed ; they do 
resolve, that the said Thomas Baily has committed a wilful 
violation of the Continental Association, by selling and land- 
ing the Salt imported in the Sally, Captain Moate. 

The Committee being informed that Mr. John Baynes, 
of Piscaiaway, has killed a Lamb, contrary to the Resolve 
of the Provincial Convention, held at Annapolis, in De- 
cember last, Messrs. Luke Marbury and George Diggs 
were sent to inform him that the Commhtee^ desired his 
immediate attendance. Mr. Baynes appeared, and being 
informed as above, acknowledged that he had. killed a 
Lamb, and conceived that he had notjhereby violated the 
Continental Association, which he purposed to adhere to, 
and thought it superiour to the Provincial Convention, 
which he conceived was only intended to carry the Re- 
solves of the Continental CqngfesslntoexecTition. 

Resolved, That the said Mr. Baynes, in killing the said 
Latnb, has violated the Resolve of the Provincial Conven- 
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tion; that such measures may be of mischievous conse- 
quence, as tending to a create a disregard to publick re*u- 
lations, formed for preserving the liberties of America. ° 

Ordered, That a copy of these proceedings be signed 
by the Chairman, and sent to be published in the Mary- 
land Gazette. By order of the Committee : 

• Josias Beall, Chairman. 

ASSEMBLY OF CONNECTICUT TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 
CONGRESS. 

Hartford, May 27, 1775. 

Gentlemen: You have doubtless received the advice 
of the Continental Congress, relative to the important for- 
tress and pass of Ticonderoga and Crown Point. We 
esteem it necessary to be guided by their opinion in every 
important transaction, and have great satisfaction in their 
approbation of the capture made of those posts ; and their 
advice relating to removing the cannon, &c, to the south 
end of Lake George, and making a stand there, must pro- 
bably be complied with, unless they, upon further consid- 
eration, shall alter their opinion, and advise to makino- the 
stand at one. or both, the aforesaid forts, which this House 
and Assembly judge to be much more expedient, on many 
obvious accounts, and have several days since signified their 
opinion to our Delegates at said Congress; and for these 
and other reasons, hope for their concurrence. 

The bearer, Captain Phelps, who has been very active 
and useful in the captures, is just arrived with important 
advices from Colonel Arnold, of an expected attack speed- 
ily from Governour Cqrleton, and is charged with the same 
advices from Mr. Arnold to you. In consequence of 
them, and the imminent danger the people there are ex- 
posed to, our Assembly have just ordered five hundred 
pounds of our pittance of powder to be forthwith sent to 
them ; andalso four companies to march for their present 
relief, and have advised the New-York Provincial Con- 
gress of this step; and also are now despatching advice of 
the same to tjie Continental Congress; and also again set- 
ting forth the advantage of maintaining a post at Ticonde- 
roga or Crown Point, and suggesting our wishes that jhey 
reconsider theirjadvice. In the mean time you may be 
assured that wjjjaye no > just claim to the acquisition or the 
command of them, as in the least degree to interfere with 
any measures "you may think proper to adopt relating to 
them, and consider what we have done as a small and tem- 
porary relief. 

I am, gentlemen, in the name and behalf of the House 
of Representatives, your most obedient and very humble 
servant. By order: W M . Williams, Speaker. 



from Chelsea, and drove off all the stock thereon, viz : 
between three and four hundred sheep and lambs, some 
C u W3 ' nor . ses > &c - During this there were firings between 
the Provincials and the schooner, sloop, boats, and Ma- 
rines, on the other island. 

Having cleared Hog Island, the Provincials drew up on 
Chelsea NecJc, and sent for a reinforcement of three hun- 
dred men and two pieces of cannon, (four-pounders,) which 
arrived about nine o'clock in the evening ; soon after which 
General Putnam went down and hailed the schooner, and 
told the people that if they would submit they should have 
good quarters, which the schooner returned with two can- 
non shot ; this was immediately answered with two cannon 
irom the Provincials: upon this a very heavy fire ensued 
Irom both sides, which lasted till eleven o'clock at nio-ht, 
when the fire from the schooner ceased ; the fire from "the 
shore being so hot that her people were obliged to quit her 
and take to the boats, a great number of which had been 
sent from the ships to their assistance, and also a lar^e re- 
inforcement of Marines sent to Noddle's Island, with two 
twelve-pounders. 

The schooner being thus left, drove ashore, where, about 
break-of-day, the Provincials carried some hay under her 
stern, and set her on fire, the sloop keeping up a small 
fare upon them ; at which time a heavy cannonading was 
begun at Noddle's Island Hill, with the twelve-pounders, 
upon the Provincials; also General Putnam kept a heavy 
fire upon the sloop, which disabled her much, and killed 
many of her men, so that she was obliged to be towed off 
by the boats, when the firing ceased, except a kw shot 
vyhich were exchanged between the party at Chelsea, and 
the Marines on Noddle's Island. Thus ended this long 
action, without the loss of one Provincial, and only four 
wounded, one of whom was wounded by the bursting of ~ 
his own gun, and another only lost his little finger. The 
loss of the enemy amounted to twenty killed, and fifty 
wounded. The Provincials took out of the schooner four 
double fortified four-pounders, twelve swivels, chief of her 
rigging and sails, many clothes, some money, &_c, which 
the Sailors and Marines left behind, they havin" quitted 
in great haste. . 



CIRCUMSTANTIAL ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE AT CHELSEA 
HOG ISLAND, ETC., IN MASSACHUSETTS. 

On Saturday, May 27, 1775, a party of the American 
Army at Cambridge, to the number, of between two and 
three hundred men, had orders to drive off the live stock 
from Hog and Noddle Islands, which lie near Chelsea 
Wmnesimmei, on the northeast side of Boston Harbour. 
From Chelsea to Hog Island, at low water, it is but about 
knee high, ana" from that to Noddle's Island about the same. 
The stock on the former belonging to Mr. Oliver Wendell, 
at Boston, and Mr. Jonathan Jackson, at Newburyport'; 
that on Noddle's Island was owned by Mr. Williams of 
Boston, who hires the island. ' 

About eleven o'clock, A.M., between twenty and thirty 
inen went from Chelsea to Hog Island, and from thence to 
Noddle's Island, to drive off the stock which was there, 
but were interrupted by a schooner and sloop despatched 
from the fleet in Boston Harbour, and forty Marines, who 
had been stationed on the island to protect the live stock 
However, they sent off two fine English stallions, two colts' 
and three cows, killed fifteen horses, two colts, and three 
cows, burnt a large barn full of salt, hay, and an old farm- 
house. By this time they were fired on from the schooner 
and sloop, and a large number of Marines in boats, sent 
from the several men-of-war; upon which they retreated 
to a ditch on the marsh, and kept themselves undiscovered 
till they had an opportunity to fire on the Marines, when 
they shot down two dead, and wounded two more, one of 
whom died s oon after . They then retreated to Hog Island, 
where they were joined by the remainder of their party 



COMPLAINT AGAINST LIEUT. COLONEL ABI.IAH BROWN. 

Waltham, May, 1775. 

To the Honourable Committee of Safety now assembled at 
Cambridge, Province of the Massachusetts-Bay: 
Whereas a number of the inhabitants in and about Wal- 
tham, in the County of Middlesex and Province aforesaid, 
havmga deep sense of their obligations to the Honourable 
Committee for their services, upon information given/ look 
upon themselves in duty bound, to represent to them in 
this publick manner, the repeated and publick Insults and 
abuses that the Honourable Committee and Congress are 
from day to day treated with by one Abijah Brown, who 
calls himself Lieutenant-Colonel, who, from time to time, 
and in different company, in the most publick manner upon 
the road, and in publick houses, where company of strangers 
or town's people are on any occasion assembled, taking 
such opportunity to declare, though in such profane lan- 
guage that we must be excused from repeating, viz : that 
the Congress had no power to do. as they did; for all the 
power was and would be in the Army ; and if the Congress 
behaved as they did, that within forty-eight hours the Army 
would turn upon the Congress, and they would settle mat- 
ters as they pleased; that there would be nothing done 
but what would be done by the Army ; and with respect 
to the General and Committee, that they had no more right 
or power to give their orders to remove the cannon and 
stores from Waltham, than, one John Stewart, who is a 
poor unhappy man, that is non compos mentis ; hereby rep- 
resenting the General and Committees as a set of idiots and 
lunaticks, in order to lessen and bring into contempt the 
power and authority of the Province, at this very important 
day. This conduct, from one assuming rank in the Army, 
in and about Head-Quarters where the Army is, and his 
reasons for such conduct, we leave every one to iudo-e for 
himself, he. _____ _.__ _° 

We therefore would humbly pray that your Honours 
would be pleased to take into your consideration this very 
dangerqus matter, before it is too late, and'before the seeds 
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of discord and mutiny have taken too deep root, and take 
such steps to put an end to it, as well as to him, with regard 
to his being any way concerned in the Army, as your 
Honours in your wisdom shall see fit. Abner Sanders, John 
Sanders, Jedediah White, Peter Ball, Eleazer Bradshaw, 
fyc, of Waltham, and Captain Abijah Child, now in the 
Army, stand ready, upon any day that your Honours may 
appoint, to appear and give your Honours the fullest proofs 
of what is here set forth, though this is but in part. 
Jonas Dix, "^ 

Nath'l Bridge, I Selectmen of 
Josiah Brown, | Waltham. 
John Clark, I 



COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, ) 
May 27, 1775. \ 

Gentlemen : This Committee having received informa- 
tion from sundry persons, Selectmen of the Town of Wal- 
tham, respecting the conduct of Major Abijah Brown, of 
said Waltham, informing that he, the said Brown, at sun- 
dry times and in sundry places, did utter many things dis- 
respectful and reflecting on the conduct of said Provincial 
Congress, the several Committees, and upon the General 
of the Colony Army, this Committee, apprehending that 
any determination on this case is out of the department of 
this Committee, beg leave to refer this matter, with the 
evi dences r especting the same, to your Honours, that you 
may be furnished with such light as may enable you to de- 
termine ihereon, as to you in your wisdom shall seem meet. 
We are your Honours' most obedient humble servants, 
Benjamin White, Chairman. 
To the Honourable Provincial Congress. 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, ) 
May, 1775. J 

The Committee appointed to examine into the complaint 
against Lieutenant-Colonel Brown, beg leave to make the 
following Report, viz : 

That after a full hearing of the allegations and proofs 
for and_against said Brown, on the complaint of some un- 
known persons, through the Selectmen of Waltham, to this 
honourable Congress, we are of sentiment that an unhappy 
controversy has existed in said Town, relating to publick 
affairs, in which said Brown has exerted himself very earn- 
estly in favour of the cause of liberty, by which means 
he has disgusted several persons, who have since endeav- 
oured therefor to censure and stigmatize him as being an 
officious, busy, and designing man ; and, unhappily, it ap- 
pears that Mr. Brown has associated in taverns indiscrimi- 
nately with many persons, in discourse with whom he at 
some times inadvertently expressed himself, which he could 
not strictly justify himself in, and that it is evident those 
disaffected antagonists of Mr. Brown had taken the advan- 
tage of his halting purely from revenge; and the Commit- 
tee_adjudge, from the whole of the evidence for and against 
said Brown, that he is injuriously treated by the secret 
resentments of designing persons, and that he ought to be 
rein stated to the est eem and countenance of every friend 
to the liberties of this Country. Per order: 

Richard Perkins, Chairman. 



this occasion, we beg leave most solemnly to assure your 
Honours that nothing can be more abhorrent to the temper 
and spirit of this Congress and the people of this Colony, 
than any attempt to usurp on the jurisdiction of any of 
our sister Colonies, which, upon a superficial consideration 
of this step, there may seem to be some appearance of. 
But we assure ourselves that such is the candour and 
generous sentiments of our brethren of New-York, as 
that we may rest secure that they will readily overlook 
this mistake, (if it is one,) committed in the haste of 
war, and which may be naturally attributed thereto. And 
if any of the cannon should arrive within the limits of this 
Colony we shall hold ourselves accountable for them to 
your Honours, or any succeeding Representatives of the 
Continent. 

May it please your Honours, permit us to observe, that 
in our opinion nothing can be more obvious than the infi- 
nite importance to the safety of the inhabitant s of the 
Colonies of New-York, New-HampshJre ± and even Con- 
necticut, than maintaining, holding, anrFefrectually securing 
the post at Ticonderoga, or some spot near the southwest 
end of Lake Champlain; for if that post is abandoned, the 
whole of Lake Champlain will be commanded by the Gov- 
ernment of Canada, and the command of that water will 
amazingly facilitate all such descents upon these Colonies, 
whether greater or less, which Administration shall see fit 
to order. But if that post should be held by the Colo- 
nies, all such attempts for the destruction of the Colonies, 
may te vastly obstructed, if not wholly defeated. We 
have, therefore, the most full confi denc e that your Honours 
will immediately take these matters into your most serious 
consideration, and make such order thereon as wi]l appear 
most fit and reasonable, and most conducive to the general 
safety. 

We would further humbly suggest that we stand in need 
of large quantities of gunpowder, and it is impossible to 
obtain that article from any quarte r thi s way ; we therefore 
most earnestly entreat your Honours that some effectual 
measures may be devised that we may be supplied with 
that most necessary means of defence ; and we find that 
the deficiency of that article prevails in all the Colonies. 
We most earnestly press this matter, as the salvation of 
these Colonies depends so much thereon^ We would not 
presume to dictate to your Tlonours, but Would quere 
whether it would not be prudent to advertise all Nations 
of the opportunities they now have to dispose of that article 
in America, as the best market. 

We have the strongest persuasion that the settled plan 
of the British Administration is to break the chain of 
union of the Colonies at New-York; and we are sure that 
the evidence of such design, and their machinations for 
that purpose, cannot escape your attention. 

We confide in the wisdom and vigilance of your. Hon- 
ours to devise such measures as (under God) will effect- 
ually defeat a plan so fatal, and which, if effected, will be 
the destruction of all the Colonies. We are, with the 
greatest respect, yours, &c. .._._._ 

By order of the Provincial Congress : 

Joseph Warren, Preset pro tern. 



THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO THE CONTINENTAL^ 

CONGRESS. 

[Read in Congress June 2, 1775.] 

Watertown, May 27, 1775. 

Mat it please your Honours : Enclosed are copies 
of a letter from Colonel B. Arnold, (dated Crown Point, 
May 19th,) and a list of military stores at Ticonderoga, 
he. It seems that the step Colonel Arnold is taking in 
transporting into this Colony part of the ordnance taken 
at Lake Champlain, is in consequence of orders given him 
by our Committee of Safety; and if they had considered 
the proposal in a calmer season, perhaps they might have 
thought it would have been proper previously to have con- 
sulted our brethren of the Colony of New- York ; certain 
it is, that this Colony is in the most pressing need of the 
ordnance which Colonel Arnold is transporting hither. On 

Fourth Series. — Vol. n. 46 



THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO THE ASSEMBLY OF 
CONNECTICUT. 

Watertown, May 27, 1775. 
Gentlemen : Enclosed are copies of a letter from Col- 
onel Arnold, dated May 19, 1775, and a list of military 
stores at Ticonderoga, &,c. We wrote to you (of the 
17th instant) relative to that fortress, &c, and were desi- 
rous that you would give such orders relative, thereto as to 
you should seem meet ; but we are of opinion that the 
advice of the Continental Congress should be had thereon 
as soon as may be, and also the particular advice of the 
Provincial Congress of New- York, to each of whom we 
have wrote upon this matter. Those "ibitresses being wi th in 
the jurisdiction of the Colony of New-York, we are of 
opinion that it is necessary to consult them upon a matter 
in which they are so greatly interested. 

We have appointed and directed Uolonef Joseph Hen- 
shaw to repair to you, and consult with you upon the affair 
of that fortress, the maintenance" of whic h wo think of the 
utmost importance to the security of New- York and the 
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New-England: Colonies. His instructions will be laid before 
you, and we have no doubt you will take such measures 
relative thereto as will promote the general safety of these 

Colonies, 

To the Honourable the Governour and Company of the 
Colony of Connecticut. 



MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO COL. BENEDICT ARNOLD. 

__._. _:Z.._L.-. ...,' Watertown, May 27, 1775. 

Sir :„We have, this day, with pleasure, received your 
letter to the Committee of" Safety, of the 19th instant, by 
Captain Brown, and return you our hearty thanks for 
your exertions in the publick cause, and fully agree with 
you tbaLthe interposition of Providence, m this and many 
other instances, is apparent, for which we liave the great- 
est cause foxJJiankfjjhiess. 

We are clearly of opinion that keeping Ticonderoga is 
a matter of great importance, and we make no doubt the 
honourable Continental Congress will take that affair imme- 
diately under their wise consideration, and give all neces- 
sary orders therefor, as we have addressed them most 
earnestly on the subject. 

You in form us that you have had intimations that some 
persons' were' determine d to apply, in order to injure your 
character. If an y such applications shouldbe made here, 
you rnay be assured we shall be so candid as not to suffer 
any impressions to youFdisadvantage, until you shall have 
opportunity to vindicate your conduct, 
- We enclose a Resoj ve_pf this Congress, appointing and 
• directing Colonel Joseph Henshaiv to repair to Hartford, 
and c onsult with the G eneral Assembly there, upon this 
important matter, by which you will see the resolution this 
Congress has taken relative thereto. 
V We wouldjust add, that the letter you refer to, of the 

] 4lh Instant" by Colonel Romans, has not come to hand, 

sp th at ncTbrder can be taken thereon. We are, Sic. 



'".> To CoTone l Benedict Arnold, Ticonderoga. 

INSTR-UCTIONS^Fo' COLONEL HENSHAW, DELEGATE TO CON- 

^!^ Jw 1 l ' '.ll l'I Bjl"ll ll E i , «S j^i?-k' ' •■ ■■'....>•■■.- 

-.- ■.. .jfa-NE CTinj T AND CROWN POINT. 

;.uiij._ifltl*4< M< i,,l9 Provincial Congress, Watertown, ) 

.:. . . ; «»ff^#fe|§*^''' .-■ _ ' May 37, 1775. \ 



Bes^ed^ jTnatColonel Joseph Henshaw be appointed 
and directecI_to_repaTr to Hartford, and inquire whether 
provisioiiis made by the General Assembly of the Colony 
of CmmclMut^ for seemmg and maintaining the fortress at 
Ticonderoga and the adjacent posts; and if that Assembly 
has made provision for that purpose, the said Colonel Hen- 
shaw proceed directly to 'Ticonderoga and acquaint Col- 
onel Anmld^tUMJtJs _the_ order of this Congress that he 
return, and render "accounts of his. expenses in that expe- 
ditionynTorder that"Tie~may be honourably discharged ; but 
if CoJoneT llensjiaiv sliall find that such provision is not 
inade,Tnd the General Assembly not sitting, that he pro- 
ceed to. Ticonderoga, and inform Colonel Arnold that it 
is the order of this Congress that he continue there, with 
such a. number of forces as said Colonel Henshaw shall 
judge necessary, for the purpose. Nevertheless, if the 
said C q}ox}e\ Ilen s haw shall find the General Assembly 
sitting, and nave not made such provision, that he consult 
with the m touchin g this important matter, and take their 
proposals, and immediately make report to the Congress 
of thk Cgjony. 



COfcONEt HENSHAW TO DR. J. WARREN. 

-* J ?' 1Jvt --; : Watertown, May 28, 1775. 



Siirr 1 can not proceed on my journey to Hartford and 
Crown Point through want of the papers sent last even- 
ing to Cambridge by Mr, Gill, to be attested, Mr. Gill 
promised to bring me a horse and sulkey to proceed on as 
far as Leicester, where I shall take a horse of my own, 
thereTjeing none that may be obtained here. If he has 
not provided me with a horse and sulkey already, helcnows 
where to_do it^ having your directions; therefore you will 
please to forward the papers, with a horse and sulkey, by 
Mr. Gill, when I shall instantly proceed. I am your most 
obedient sen ant, ^Tos. Henshaw, 



MINUTES OF COLONEL JOSEPH HENSHAW S JOURNEY TO 
CONNECTICUT. 

May 28, 1775. — At noon set off from Watertown for 
Hartford and Ticonderoga. 

Wednesday noon. — Arrived at Hartford ; delivered the 
letter to the Governour and Council, with whom had a 
conference respecting the fortress at Ticonderoga , before 
dinner. 

P. M. — Attended the House, with whom conferred on 
the same subject, and desired a conference by a Commit- 
tee, which was granted, and a joint Committee of the 
Council and House appointed for that purpose ; from whom 
I understood that intelligence had been received from the 
Continental Congress and New-York, which had been 
forwarded to the Provincial Congress since my departure, 
that the Continental Congress had recommended to Ncic- 
York to maintain the fortress, and remove such cannon as 
may not be wanted, &.c. ; that New-York had requested 
Connecticut to provide for the safety of the post till New- 
York could take it on themselves; that in consequence 
thereof Connecticut had ordered one thousand men to Ti- 
conderoga, under Colonel Tlinman, with artificers, and five 
hundred pounds of powder, provisions, &c, and were 
about to send up an engineer; that four Companies were 
raising in Albany for the same purpose ; that considering 
the intelligence received by our Congress since my depar- 
ture, it was the unanimous opinion of the Committee it 
would be advisable to return immediately there before I 
proceeded to Ticonderoga, as it would not make more 
than two or three days difference, and it was probable the 
Congress would have some fresh instructions to furnish me 
with from said intelligence ; that Connecticut expects we 
shall not draw off our forces, but leave them to co-operate 
with theirs for the defence of the post ; that a Colonel and 
two Majors are appointed over the Connecticut forces, &tc. 

Thursday, June I. — Waited till noon for Capt. Brown, 
who was to meet me at Hartford, and then proceed to 
Ticonderoga, but he not coming, I wrote to Colonel Ar- 
nold, and left the letter, with others, for Captain Brown to 
take on his arrival at Hartford, and proceed to Ticonde- 
roga, when I set off for the Congress. 



COLONEL HENSHAW TO COLONEL BENEDICT ARNOLD. 

Hartford, Mayll, 1775. ' 

Sir : By Captain Brown I would advise you of my 
consulting the General Assembly of this Colony respecting 
the fortress at Ticonderoga. They have ordered Colonel 
Hinman to take the coromand_ there with one thousand 
men, and four Companies raising at Albany, artificers, &c, 
to repair and defend that post. It is expected you will 
continue with Colonel Allen, and put the place in the 
best posture of defence you are nble, and guard against 
any surprise from: the enemy till the succours arrive, and 
you receive further directions from the Congress. I should 
have proceeded fronr hence to Ticonderoga, but some 
events taking place since my departure from the Congress, 
makes it necessary for me to repair immediately thither. 

I am, Sir, your most obedienTservant, 

Joseph Henshaw. 



SELECTMEN OF PARTRIDGEFIELD TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 
CONGRESS. 

Partridgefield, May 27, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The Selectmen of the Town i of Par- 
tridgefield having received a message from the Provincial 
Congress, dated at Concord, March 31, 1775, requiring the 
speedy payment of some money to Henry Gardner, Esq., 
of Stow, they immediately warned a town-meeting, and 
the inhabitants being assembled, and taking into considera- 
tion the present circumstances of the Town, they unani- 
mously voted that, considering the present circumstances 
of the Town, they were not able to pay the tax required 
of them by the Provincial Congress ; and also voted that 
the Town Clerk should write to the ^Congress, and give 
them some information concerning the present circum- 
stances of the Town — >a specimen oT wliich is as follows, 
viz: This Town is but new, and but tew people in it, and 
the generality of them are people of low fortunes ; and it 
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is not long since we were at great expense (for us) in set- 
tling a Minister in the Town; and as our farms are mostly 
new, and our land not quick to produce a crop, we are 
obliged every year to buy a great part of our provision ; 
and this year especially, as the blast and vermin destroyed 
a great part of our grain the last year. We have no Town 
stock of ammunition, nor do we know how to procure it, 
as all the money we can get must go to purchase the ne- 
cessaries of life. I am apt to think there is as many men 
gone and going from this Town in defence of the liberties and 
privileges of America, as from any Town in this Province, 
if not more, according to the number of people in this and 
the other Towns. And we should be as free with our 
money as with our men, if we had it, and could possibly 
spare it. The taxes which the Great and General Court 
of this Province was pleased to lay upon this Town, we 
petitioned to be relieved of, and not altogether without 
success. And we hope the Congress will be graciously 
pleased to excuse us for not complying with their requisi- 
tions, when it was not in our power to do it. 
In the name and in behalf of the Town, 

Nathaniel Stowell, Town Clerk. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress, held at Wa- 
tertown. 



CONDITION OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE, AS DELIVERED BY THEIK 
DELEGATES TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, MAY 27, 

1775. 

The Delegates from New-Hampshire beg leave to in- 
form the Committee, that two of the principal Towns in 
that Colony, viz : Portsmouth and Newcastle, are situate 
on Piscataqua River, near the entrance of the harbour, 
and are much exposed to naval attacks ; that those Towns 
are about five miles distance from each other, Portsmouth, 
the capital, lying farthest up the river, and not quite so 
much exposed as Newcastle, which lies at the entrance, de- 
fendgdonly by a fort capable of mounting about thirty pieces 
of cannon, in the rampart; but the fortifications are ex- 
tremely weak. That to defend the entrance of the harbour 
against a naval force, would be extremely difficult, if not 
impracticable ; that b atteries might be erected between 
those Towns, which, with booms, chains, &c., might jios- 
sibly secure Portsmouth from such attack ; that to defend 
the pass, and secure the retreat of the inhabitants, will re- 
qiiwat least fifteen hundred men. But as they have a well- 
regulated Militia in that neighbourhood, which may suddenly 
be called together for that purpose, they are of opinion 
there will be no necessity of enlisting men at the Conti- 
nentaL expense, es pecially as the Militia will readily agree 
to serve in tiirn for the defence of those places. 
They beg leave further to inform the Committee, that 
there are sixteen Regiments ofFoot, and two of Horse, in 
that Colon}', the F oot amounting in the whole to upwards 
of sixte en thousan d effective men, tolerably well provided 
vvith^arrnslanOmmunTtion ; that the number of the Horse 
is: tfrfcertain, and those but ill provided ; that great num- 
bers ofjheir Foot soldiers have been in actual service ; and 
that out of those t hey are ready to raise and send to serve 
in Massachusetts, so many as the Committee shall choose 
to order ; that the number of their inhabitants are very 
uncertain, as persons are continually emigrating from other 
Colonies, and settling in that more than in any other of the 
Northern Colonies ; that the persons thus emigrating are 
extremely poor, for which reason the wealth of the Prov- 
ince bears no proportion to the number of inhabitants. 

With respect to the amount of their Exports and Im- 
ports, no accurate account can be given, Tas the officers of 
the Customs have long since refused to suffer the books to 
be inspected. 



RECANTATION OF EBENEZER LOVERIN. 

Kensington, New-Hampshire, May 27, 1775. 

Whereas I have offended the community in times past, 
by refusing to equip myself with arms and ammunition, 
and by my opposition to military orders, for which I am 
sorry: I hereby engage to equip myself according to or- 
ders, and be ready to take up arms in defence of my Coun- 
try, in the present contest between Great Britain and the 
Colonies. Ebenezer Loverin. 



GOUVERNEUR MORRIS TO RICHARD HENRY LEE. 

New-York, May, 1775. 

Dear Sir : When I had the honour of your company 
and acquaintance at Philadelphia, you made it a request 
that I would exert my poor abilities in the honest endea- 
vour to keep my fellow-citizens in the line of their duty, 
their interest, and honour. I freely made you the promise, 
and I did honestly and faithfully perform it. 

I am informed that the Committee of this City have 
drawn up a representation of Mr. Rivingfon's case, for the 
animadversions of that respectable body of which you are 
a member. The consequence of this step will undoubtedly 
strike your mind ; it is the giving a new power to the Con- 
gress. Our Association hath given them the Legislative, 
and this now tenders them the Judicial supremacy. 

The power of Government, as of man, is to be collected 
from small instances ; great affairs are more the objects of 
reflection and policy. Here both join. A mild and favour- 
able sentence will conciliate the opinions of mankind ; and 
what is the force of opinion, a gentleman who has:.made it 
his study to investigate the nature of Government, need 
not be told. I will not pretend to offer you any reasoning 
on this subject ; because it will be tedious to repeat things 
which strike your mind at the first glance ; but I carr venture 
to assure you that a favourable sentence to this creature will 
be highly agreeable to most men here. The history of his 
conduct is simply this: His company, his acquaintances, 
his friends, were warm advocates for the power orGovern- 
ment ; indifferently wise, his mind took a wrong bias from 
interest, deference for the sentiments of others, and oppo- 
sition. A tool in prosperity, a cast-off in adversity, he 
solicits the assistance of that body which his press has as- 
persed, Magnanimity will dictate to that body the true 
line of conduct. 

The liberty I take in writing to you, can only be_excused 
by the intention I have to do good ; this, I trust, will be a 
sufficient apology for, Sir, your most obedient and humble 
servant, Gov. Morris. 

Richard Henry Lee, Esq., Philadelphia. 



RICHARD HENRY LEE TO GOUVERNEUR MpRHis. 

Philadelphia, May28, 1775. 

Dear Sir : The friends of virtuous liberty in New- York 
have certainly effected a most important change in the po- 
litical system of that nourishing City. I congratulate you, 
Sir, and your worthy associates, in this happy revolu- 
tion. It is most certain that a profligate Ministry have 
greatly relied on the assistance of your fine fertile Prov- 
ince for carrying into execution their cruel system ; a sys- 
tem by which existing millions, and millions yet unborn, 
are to be plunged into the abyss of slavery, and of conse- 
quence deprived of every distinction that marks the man 
from the beast. But happily for the cause of humanity, 
the Colonies are now united, and may bid defiance to tyran- 
ny and its infamous abetters. 

You will see that Mr. Rivington's case is involved in all 
of a similar nature, which are to be determined on by the_ 
Colony Conventions where the offence is cornmitted. I 
am sorry, for the honour of Human nature,' that this man 
should have so prostituted himself in support of a cause 
the most detestable that ever disgraced mankind. But he 
repents, and should be forgiven. It is not yet toollate to 
exert his powers in defence of the liberty and just rights of 
a much injured Country. 

I wish you happy, Sir, and I assure you that I am, with 
singular esteem, your friend and countryman, 

- Richard Henry Lee. 



THE MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE TOT' SAFETY TO COLONEL 
BENEDICT ARNOLD. " 

Canibjidge, May 28, 1775. 

The expedition to Ticonderoga, &tc, requiring secrecy, 
the Congress of this Colony was not acquainted with the 
orders you received from this Committee^ It^gives as great 
pleasure to be informed by the express, Captain Brown, 
that the success you have met with is answerable to your 
spirit in the undertaking. We have now to acquaint you 
that the Congress have taken up this matter, and given the 
necessary directions respecting these acquisitions. It is, 
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then, Sir, become your duty, and is our requirement, that 
you conform yourself to such advice and orders as you shall 
from time 16" Time receive from that body. We are, &ic. 



CHARLES COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE. 

Information being made to some of the members of the 
Committee of this County, on Monday, the 29th of May, 
that certain persons Tiad imported, and were privately sell- 
ing goods In a _daring and direct violation of the Continen- 
tal Association, a meeting of the Committee was imme- 
diately caTTed, and but few members attending, a general 
meeting was publickly requested this day, when a very full 
and respectable nu ruber attended at the Court-House, in 
Por(-ToZacco, to make inquiry into this affair; and it was 
clearly and satisfactorily proved, that a certain John Bail- 
lie, who last May came a passenger in the Ship Lady 
Margaret^ Captain William Noble, from Scotland, had 
brought sundry Dry Goods with him, which appeared, by 
the testimony of Baillie and Patrick Graham, living in 
P ort-ToUacco , to havelieen put on board and landed with- 
out the consent or knowledge of the Captain, though Bail- 
lie swore. tb_at_ Captain Noble knew of his having goods on 
board thjrsbip when he arrived in Wicomico. _ It. also ap- 
peared that Baillie, when he put these goods on board the 
ship in Scotland, knew of the Continental Association, and 
that Pa trick G^ra fcam, m a secret manner, did assist and aid 
him in taking th em from on board the ship, and did privately 
lake th em into h is hous e, and secretly sell a part thereof, 
for his o wn and Bail lie's interest, to several people in this 
County, without letting them know the circumstances un- 
der "wbich_they were imported. Whereupon the Commit- 
tee ResoTvejf, That the said John Baillie and Patrick 
Graha m, for thei r infamous conduct, ought to be publickly 
known and held up as foes to the rights of British Ame- 
rica, and universally contemned as the enemies of Ameri- 
can liberty ; and that every person ought henceforth to 
break ofJLall dealings with the said John Baillie and Pa- 
trick Graham ; and as the ship which brought the goods 
had sailed, and there being no opportunity of shipping and 
sending them hack to Britain, the Committee further 

Resolved, That such of the goods as are unsold, or can 
be collected. from the purchasers, shall be stored with and 
kept by Mr. Zephaniah Tamer, until, and twelve months 
after a generallmportation is agreed on by the Continental 
Congress; Ind that, where any of the goods which may 
have been_ sold cannot be collected, the said Graham shall 
depositelhe amount of the sales thereof, in cash, to be 
kept wit¥iHe goods stored ; the whole at the risk of the 
owners, T^PulihTshecf "by order of the Committee ; 

John Gwinn, Clerk, 



.NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 



The Committee met by adjournment, 29th May, 1775. 
Present : -."" - 



Henry Remsen, 
Daniel Phenix, 
Cornelius; Clopper, 
George Janeway, 
John White, 
Gabrie l W. Ludlow. 
Robert Ray, 
Evert Banker, 
William. Laight, 
Benj armjLHelme, 
Petrus Byvanck, 
Alex. McDougall, 
Comfort Sands. 
Nicholas Roosevelt, 
Joseph .Bull, 
John Reade, 
Thomas J&andj iH, 
Nicholas Hoff man, 
Abraham Walton, 



Gabriel W. Ludlow, 
John Morton, 
William Seaton, 
David Johnston, 
John Imlay, 
Eleazer Miller, 
John Broome, 
Theophilus .Anthony, 
John Lasher, 
John B. Moore, 
John Anthony, 
John Benian, 
Peter Van Schaack, 
Lancaster Burling, 
William Goforth, 
Hercules Mulligan, 
Oliver Tompleton, 
Joseph Totten, 
John Van Cortlandt, 



Thomas Smith, 
Edward Fleming, 
William Walton, 
Abraham Brasher, 
Cornelius P. Loiv, 
James Desbrosses, 
Francis. Bassett, 
Gerrot Ketletas, 
Daniel Punscomb, 
Anthony Van Dam, 
Abraham P. Lott, 
Nicholas Bogart, 
Hamilton Young, 
Abraham Duryee, 
Peter T. Curtenius, 
William W. Ludlow, 
John Lamb, 
David Beekman, 
Jeremiah Piatt, 



that he be further requested to make oath, that he will not 
discharge any part of his cargo in this Province, and that 
it be recommended to him to go back again agreeable to 
the directions of the late Continental Congress. 

The Committee adjourned to Monday, 5th June, 1775. 

New-York Committee Chamber, } 
May 29, 1775. $ 

Whereas, the publick service of the Colony may render 
large supplies of the following articles absolutely necessary, 
upon sudden emergencies, this Committee doth therefore 
recommend to all our fellow citizens^whq are possessed of 
any Osnaburghs, Ravens Duck, brown Russia Sheeting, 
brown Drilling, striped and plain Blankets, eight-quarter 
green and spotted Rugs, coarse Woollens, barrelled Beef, 
barrelled Pork, or tin Plates, not to dispose of them until the 
Provincial Congress shall determine on the expediency of 
detaining them for our own use, _ And it is also recommend- 
ed, that the owners of said articles make reports of the 
quantities that they have on hand, to the Chairman, Depu- 
ty-Chairman, or Secretary orthis Committee, within six 
days from this date.. By order of the Committee : 

Henry Remsen, Deputy Chairman. 



Ordered, That Mr. Seaton, Mr. Imlay, Mr. Berrian, 
and Mr. Phenix, be a Sub-Committee to observe the con- 
duct of the proprietors of goods imported in the Snow Patty, 
C&ptsan Sheppard, from Liverpool, during her stay in this 
port, and to permit her being supplied with water and 
other necessaries for her departure, and also to. procure two 
trusty persons, inhabitants of this City, to continue on 
board while she remains in this harbour; that they desire 
the CaplaurTo^depart from this port on or before Thurs- 
day morning 7 next, T wind and weather permitting ; and 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

In Provinciaf Congress, New-York, 
May 29, 1775. 

Sir: We have been honoured with tbe receipt of your 
favour of the 27th instant, containing Information, and en- 
closing despatches relating to the important posts of Ticon- 
deroga and Crown Point. We are sorry to hear the im- 
minent danger of the people at those posts, from a threat- 
ened attack from Quebeck, which might be attended with 
the loss of them before any resolve of the Continental 
Congress, for their preservation, could be carried into exe- 
cution by our Colony. 

Though therefore we agree, Sir, in opinion with your 
Assembly, that the said fortresses are properly under ihe 
direction of this Colony ; yet we are satisfied that the 
pressing and urgent necessity of the case, and our present 
inability to take the command of those posts, fully justify 
the arrangements mentioned in your letter, to have been 
taken by your respectable body for their immediate de- 
fence. __: __. 

We are, therefore, far from considering them as an inva- 
sion of this Colony, or an intermeddling with the service 
entrusted to it, as you may collect from our former letter on 
this subject ; but rather esteem them as a most friendly in- 
terposition for the safety of our frontiers, and as thewise 
improvement of your early intelligence, and your state of 
readiness to provide against i mmediate dan ger. As in 
consequence of these arrangernriMs, and the succours we 
may be able to supply till we are i n a condition to take 
that direction of the above-mentione <T fortresses, which their 
situation, and the determination oFthe Continental Con- 
gress have allotted to us, we shall attend to ajjroper sup- 
ply of provisions for the posts. WeTbeg leave at the same 
time to present you onr unfeigned thanks for your most 
friendly and seasonable reinforcement, from the burden of 
which we shall, without loss of time, endeavour, in pur- 
suance of further directions from the_Contjnental Congress, 
to relieve our brethren of Connecticut; and should your 
stock of ammunition permit the increase of that supply 
which you have generously destined for that service, we 
shall exert ourselves in replacing it as soon as we shall 
have it in our power, J\~L\ ~tl ~' ."IzL" ."""' 

We are, with great respect, Sir, your Honour's, and the 
General Court's most obedient anil humble servants. 
By order of the Congress : 

P. V. B, Livingston, President. 

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Governour of the 
r Colony of Connecticut, 



J, TRUMBULL, JR., TO HT9 "BftoTHEtU 

Hartford, May 29, 1775. 

Deah Brother: I have. received your letter per Bacon. 
A little of politicks before I answer that. In consequence 
of our last letters from Colonel Arnold, (copies of which 
you will see before you have thisT) we have sent off five 
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hundred pounds of powder for Colonel Easton, with two 
hundred Pounds in cash, and have given orders to four 
companies to march immediately to the relief and support 
of our people at Crown Point and Ticonderoga, and have 
sent express to New-York and Philadelphia of our pro- 
ceedings, that no jealousies may arise from our zeal and for- 
wardness in .jhis .matter, which, without explanation, might 
seem to militate with a resolution of Continental Congress. 
Since these proceedings, have received a letter per express 
from New-York Provincial Convention, desiring our assist- 
ance for the support of those northern posts, until they can 
be in readiness to defend them with their own Troops, 
which, I understand, they are like to set on foot (this was 
without any knowledge of what we have done) for relief 
of Crown Point. They intimate their hopes that we will 
not be concerned lest they take umbrage at our doing any 
thing which we judge necessary for the general safety re- 
specting those fortresses; seem very cordial, and we hear 
are well united. This intelligence I imagine will occasion 
our ordering Colonel Hinman, with his whole Regiment 
that way. The Deputy-Governour was consulting with 
the Governour on the necessity of sending more assistance 
to the support of our northern brethren, when Mr. Brown 
arrived with the above letter from New- York. Intelligence 
that way begins to brighten the prospect from that from 
quarter. Our gentlemen give us accounts of their having 
full and free conferences with Committee of New-York 
Convention, and give us favourable report from them. 
However, must not please ourselves too much. 

Our Assembly have agreed to a bounty of ten Pounds 
per hundred weight on saltpetre, and five Pounds per hun- 
dred weight on sulphur, for any quantity of either that may 
be procured and made within the Colony for one year. 
Have also agreed to a bounty of five Shillings each on all 
fire-arms made within the Colony, and one Shilling and Six 
Pence for each gun-lock so made, to continue till the 20th 
of October next, and have promised to take on Govern- 
ment account all the arms that can be made in this Colony 
and offered to them for sale, till the said 20th October. 
You will see by this we are not entirely wanting in our 
duty. Colonel Parsons, I believe, will soon come your 
way. He is very desirous of going to Boston; has the 
same ideas you riave of being stationed on his own ground. 
1 delivered your letter for Captain Wadsworth. He was 
gone to Middletown. You will receive no answer from 
him per this post, and I am unable to say what they 
have done ; I believe they intend you shall purchase at 
least for all the Troops coming your way, which, I ima- 
gine, must be three thousand or upwards, though, in the 
present incertitude of events, there are not so many under 
orders for Boston. John Mumford has done wrong to 
raise in your mind such ideas as your letter intimates. 
The matter of purchasing beef is not yet adopted, and 
don't know jf.lt. will ; also the method of paying. These 
matters you must leave till you see us. You will then, 
perhaps, understand our trim better than by writing. The 
pay table is composed of William Pitkin, Thomas Sey- 
mour, Oliver Ellsworth, and Eztkiel Williams, Esquires. 
Our caution and fears respecting Ticonderoga, Sic, are 
fully removed. A Committee is appointed to take care of, 
and dispose of the officers, soldiers, &tc, belonging to those 
posts who are prisoners ; they are all here. Albany would 
not receive them. I don't imagine you will very soon see 
the Troops out of Boston. In what way can they make 
an impression upon your camp ? They seem to be attended 
by some fatality in all their attempts hitherto ; however, 
hope their ill success will not beget a security in our peo- 
ple. I was in hopes there would be but little business for 
sutlers. 

I am glad to find per our letters from New-York, that 
their Congress do not construe the resolution of Grand Con- 
gress to intend an evacuation of Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point, but only a removal of such artillery, stores, &tc, as 
necessary, to Fort George, and keep possession above. 
For this purpose it is they desire our assistance. We have 
been in great agitation lest they should immediately order 
an abandoning those forts. New- York have sent a Com- 
mittee to superintend the removal, &tc, with a number of 
men for the purpose, and materials, &sc, for ship or sloop 
building on the lakes. The Provincial Congress of New- 
York seem much pleased with our delegation to them, so 



also do the people of the City, &c. Mr. Low has failed 
of the presidentship, which is given to Mr. Peter V. B. 
Livingston, who, it is said, is a warm friend. They are 
also much pleased with a full and free representation of 
people, (for first time.) Their number consists of more 
than one hundred. Your affectionate brother. 

J. Trumbull, Jr. 



NEW-MILFORD (CONNECTICUT) COMMITTEE. 

The Committee of Observation for New-Milford, in the 
County of Litchfield, Connecticut, having duly notified 
Zechariah Ferris, Joseph Ferris, Jun., James Osborne, 
Daniel Taylor, Nathaniel Taylor, and Rezekiah Stevens. 
Jun., all of said New-Milford, to appear before said Com- 
mittee this day, to give reason, if any they had, why they 
and each of them should not be advertised as foes to the 
rights of British America; and said said Zechariah Ferris, 
Joseph Ferris, Jun., James Osborne, Daniel Taylor, and 
Hezekiah Stevens, Jun., having neglected to appear, and to 
give any satisfaction to said Committee ; and said Nathaniel 
Taylor having appeared, and declared his opposition to the 
doings of the Continental Congress; and said Committee 
having fully deliberated upon, and finding each^fthe afore- 
named persons obstinately fixed in their opposition to the 
doings of said Congress, and the now bleeding cause of 
America; thinks itself in duty bound to ma5e~th~1s publica- 
tion, that each of said persons may be universally neglected, 
and treated as incorrigible enemies to the rights of British 
America, according to the eleventh article of the_Associa- 
tion, entered into by said Congress. _Z 1 

By order of the Committee: ~! 

Samuel Canfield, Committee Clerk. 

Litchfield, May 29, 1775. 

N. B. Five other persons being also notified to appear 
with the above, have made their retraction, and signed a 
compliance in full, with the doings of the Congress, to the 
acceptance of the Committee. 



SELECTMEN OF NEW-HAVEN TO GOVERNOtTR TRUMBULL. 

New-Haven, May 29, 1775. 

Sir: One of our number waits on your Honour with 
this, to inform the General Assembly, through the channel 
of your Honour, that we are now in possession of upwards 
of sixty cannon,, nine, six, and three-pounders, for the use 
of the Colony, out of which a sufficient number may be 
made use of for the defence of this Town, if the honour- 
able General Assembly think proper to order a battery 
built and carriages made for the guns, with suitable stores 
of powder and ball to be provided. 

We refer you to Mr. Ball for the particulars of the man- 
ner of our being possessed of these cannon, which we think 
a great acquisition, and shall esteem ourselves happy to 
receive the directions of the honourable Assembly how 
they are to be disposed of. We are, with great respect, 
your most obedient servants, 

Jeremiah Atwater, ^ 

Isaac Dooltttle, > Selectmen. 

James Gilbert, ) 

Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Hertford, May 29, 1775. 
Gentlemen : I am desired to enclose to you a copy of 
a letter from the Congress of New- York to this Assembly, 
dated 25th instant, which you will receive herewith per Mr. 
Brown, who is on his return from the Continental Con- 
gress. The contents of the above mentioned letter were 
immediately taken into consideration by this Assembly ; in 
consequence whereof, they came into the following resolu- 
tions : That one thousand men, (including four hundred 
which we had before ordered,) under command of Colonel 
Hinman, should march as soon as possible to Ticonderoga 
and Crown Point, for the support and defence of those 
fortresses. That they continue there until they are relieved 
by the Province of New-York, or are otherwise; ordered 
by this Assembly. That Colonel IFinman take the com- 
mand of our Troops on those stations. That the Troops 
be furnished with one pound of powder, and. three pounds 
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of bullets to each soldier. That Colonel Hinman be order- 
ed to keep up the strictest vigilance to prevent any hos- 
tile incursJansrirQm^being made into the settlements of the 
Province of Quebeck, and that the Provincial Congresses 
of New-YorTc and Massachusetts-Bay be advised of these 
measures'," iind the New-York Congress be requested to 
forward the necessary supplies for said Troops, and such 
other supplies of ammunition as they shall judge necessary. 
Advice of these resolu tions is already sent forward to New- 
York, per Mr. Colton, your express to Philadelphia. 

It is jTiatter ojf doubt .with us whether the above-men- 
tioned det achme nt of Troops, ordered by this Colony, will 
be sufficient for the important purposes for which they are 
destined; but we recollect that Colonel Arnold is now on 
the spot, witF a commission (as we understand) to raise 
a Regiment~in tFe pay oryour Province. We are not in- 
formed Iiowjar_ he Jias proceeded in that design. If he 
meets w ith succes s, we flatter ourselves that his Regiment, 
joined with tri e Troops we have sent, will be able to main- 
tain their ground, and keep possession of those important 
posts. 

We take the liberty to recommend to your consideration 
the furnishing such additional supply of powder from you 
as you s hall think necessary, to be sent forwards for the 
support of those n orthern posts. I am very sorry to have 
it to say, that we are credibly informed there is not five 
hundred pounds oT powder in the City of New-York; but 
at the same time are advised that means are taking to sup- 
ply therrr:with that very important article. 

I am, with great truth and regard, gentlemen, your most 
obedient humble servant, JonathanTkumbull, 

The Hon. Provincial Congress of Massachusetts-Bay. 



CONNECTICUT ASSEMBLY TO THE ALBANY COMMITTEE. 

Hartford, May 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Your favour of the 27th instant, by ex- 
press, came safe to hand; the contents have been duly 
considered, and in reply have the pleasure to acquaint you 
that we had before received the resolve of the Congress at 
New-York, with their request to send forward some forces 
to the northward, to keep those important posts until such 
time as they might be relieved by Troops from your Colony. 
We have accordingly ordered one thousand Troops, under 
command oLColonel Hinman, to march immediately to Ti- 
condcrogaund Croicn Point, furnished with one pound of 
powder andihree pounds of ball, to each soldier, to continue 
there until, relieved ty the Province of New-York, or are 
otherwise ordered ; also sent forward, under the care of Col- 
onel Easton, of Pittsficld, five hundred weight of powder 
for those fortresses; and forwarded advice of our doings to 
the Provincial Congresses, both at Massachusetts and New- 
York, just before the receipt of your letter, which renders 
it unnecessary your express should go forward to the Con- 
gress at Massachusetts-Bay. Colonel Hinman is directed 
to exercise; jhe greatest vigilance that no incursions be 
made into the Province of Quebeck, to disturb the inhabi- 
tants there,^ Jt is hoped that the Provincial Congress at 
New-York will forward the supplies of provisions, and 
whatever may be thought necessary ; and that the people 
in your Province, who are under the best advantage from 
their situation, will spare no endeavours that may be bene- 
ficial to preserve peace and harmony with the Indians, and 
prevent ihejr taking part against, but rather that they take 
part for," the security of the liberties of these Colonies, 
whereon their own happiness so much depends. 



engineers, and artillery-men, included) should be imme- 
diately stationed at Ticondcroga, Uroivn Point, and Point 
Aufere, and a sufficient number to man the sloop, the 
schooner, and the large and small boats now In our posses- 
sion, and which at present gives us the mastery of the 
lake. Point Aufere is on the west side of this lake, 
seven miles south of the- Canada line, whereon was built 
last summer a very strong stone and lime wall house, with 
strong ball-proof brick, sentry boxes at each corner, com- 
manding every inch of ground about the house, having in 
them, and in a large dry cellar under the house, forty-four 
port-holes. This may, at a small expense, be made a very 
important post, by throwing up a breast-work, or by in- 
trenching round the house, to be defended by a few pieces 
of cannon, whereby every naval irruption that may be at- 
tempted by the enemy, may be greatly obstructed, if not 
entirely frustrated ; and we frontier inhabitantsjsricouraged 
to. remain on our flourishing settlements, without beinjr 
alarmed at or exposed to the incursions of either the sol- 
diery, the Canadians, or the Indians— the latter two of 
whom I must say, at present, have all the appearance of 
being neutrals, if not friends. 

I must beg leave to observe to you, that there are now 
in these parts a very considerable number of men under 
the command of Mr. Ethan Allen, as brave as Hercules, and 
as good marksmen as can be found in America, who might 
prove immediately serviceable to the common cause, were 
they regularly embodied, and commanded by officers of 
their own choice, subordinate to whoever has or may be 
appointed commander-in-chief, or to the instructions of 
the Grand Congress. __ These men being excellent wood 
rangers, and particularly acquainted in the wilderness of 
Lake Champlain, would, in all likelihood, be more service- 
able in these parts than treble their number of others not 
having these advantages, especially if left under the direc- 
tion of their present enterprising and heroick commander, 
Mr. Allen. 

I hope, gentlemen, you will pardon the freedom of this 
address, since it goes to you from one very much interested 
in the subject, having upwards of fifty families settled under 
his protection, on the most remote frontier of this Prov- 
ince, some of whom only ten miles south oT the Canada 
line, the first settlement ever made under the British Gov- 
ernment on Lake Champlain. 

I have the honour to be, with the most profound respect, 
gentlemen, your most devoted and most obedient servant, 

William Gilleland. 
To the Hon. the Continental Congress. 



New-York, May 29, 1775. 
The martial spirit which prevails among the inhabitants 
of Somerset County, in New-Jersey, truly merits the atten- 
tion of the publick. We have certain intelligence that 
they are forming themselves into companies, and daily ex- 
ercising to become complete masters of the military dis- 
cipline ; and, particularly, that the Township of Bridge- 
water, in said County, met at Raritan, the Jith instant, and 
chose Mr. Abraham Ten Eyck Captain, under whose com- 
mand eighty-five volunteers immediately enlisted, to be in 
readiness at an hour's warning to march for the assistance 
of any neighbouring Colony, on any emergency. Their 
pay and other necessaries are provided by said Township. 
The other Counties and Townships, it is hoped, will follow 
their example, as it may be necessary to repel force by 
force, in order to secure our national rights and privileges. 



WILLIAM GILLELAND TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Near Crown Point, May 29, 1775. 
■ Gentlemen: : As a lover of my liberty and my country, 
I beg leave to_offer_you my warmest congratulation on the 
success of His Majesty's arms, under the prudent and 
spirited con duct of Colonel Arnold and Mr. Ethan Allen, 
in reducing^lhe important posts at Ticondcroga and Crown 
Point, a nd in seizing the armed sloop on this lake, and 
all the officeri, soldiers, and military stores. These ac- 
quisitions I conceive to be highly advantageous to the Ame- 
rican cause; and we all ardently hope that you, gentlemen, 
will orde r ttiem to be sufficiently supported and defended; 
for which purpose I imagine that a thousand men (sailors, 



ETHAN ALLEN TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read in Congress June 10, 1775.] 

Crown Point, May 29, 1775. 

Worthy Gentlemen: An abstract of the minutes of 
.Council from the Continental Congress, signed per Mr. 

Charles Thomson, Secretary, has just come to hand, and 
though k approves of the taking the fortresses on Lake 

Champlain, and the artillery, &c, I am nevertheless much 
surprised that your Honours should recommend it to us to 
remove the artillery to trie sooth end of Lake George, and 
there to make a stand ; the consequence" oTw¥ich must 
ruin the frontier settlements, which are extended at Jeast 
one hundred miles to the northward from that place. Pro- 
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bably your Honours were not informed of those settle- 
ments, which consist of several thousand families, who are 
seated on that tract of country called the New-Hampshire 
Grants. 

The misfortune and real injury to those inhabitants, by 
making the south end of .Lake George the northernmost 
point of protection, will more fully appear from the follow- 
ing consideration, namely: It was at the special request 
and solicitation of the Governments of the Province of the 
Massa chusetts -Bay and Connecticut, that those very in- 
lia5if3nts~~put _ tffeTr lives into the hand of their Govern- 
ments, and made those yajuable acquisitions for the Colo- 
nies. By doing it they have incensed Governour Carhton 
and all the ministerial party in Canada against them ; and 
provided they should, after all their good service in behalf 
of their Country, he neglected and left exposed, they will 
be, of all men, the most consummately miserable. 

The soutli promontory of Lake Champlain and Lake 
George, as to a southern direction, are near the same, and 
if we should give up the sovereignty of Lake Champlain, 
we may as well give up the whole. If the King's Troops 
should be again in possession of Ticonderoga and Croivn 
Point, and command the lake, the Indians and Canadians 
will be much more inclined to join with them, and make 
incur sions in to the heart of our Counlry. But the Colo- 
nies are now in possession and actual command of the lake, 
having taken the armed sloop from George the Third, 
which was cruising in the lake, and also seized a schooner 
belonging to Major Skene, at South-Bay, and have armed 
and manned them both for the protection of our Country, 
and the Constitution and civil privileges and liberties 
thereof. 

By a council of war held on board the sloop, the 27th 
instant, it was agreed to advance to the Point Aufere, with 
the sloop and schooner, and a number of armed boats well 
manned, and there make a stand, and act on the defensive, 
and by all means command the lake and defend the fron- 
tiers, and wait forlhe special directions of the honourable 
Continental Congress, "and govern ourselves accordingly. 
We are now almost ready to sail to that station, which is 
about_six miles i this side of latitude forty-five degrees north. 
A s rail ] i/orce, with the armed vessels, will at present com- 
mand the lake, and secure the frontiers. 

The Canadians, all except the noblesse, and also the 
Indians, appear at present to be very friendly to us ; and 
it is my humble opinion, that the more vigorous the Colo- 
nies push the war against the King's Troops in Canada, 
the more friends we shall find in that country. Provided 
I had but five hundred men with _me at St. John's, when 
we took the King's sloop, I would have advanced to Mon- 
treal. Nothing strengthens our friends in Canada equal to 
our prosperity in "taking the sovereignty of Lake Cham- 
plain ; and should the Colonies forthwith send an army of 
two or three thousand men, and attack Montreal, we should 
have Jiule tojear (rum the Canadians or Indians, and would 
easily make a conquest of that place, and set up the stand- 
ard of liberty in the_extensive_ Province of Quebeclc, whose 
limit w r as enlarged purely to subvert the liberties of Ame- 
rica, Strikin g such a blow would intimidate the Tory 

party in Canada, the lame as the commencement of the 
war at Boston intimidated the Tories in the Colonies. 
They are a set of gentlemen that will not be converted by 
reason, but are easily wrought upon by fear. 

Advancing an armyTnto Canada will be agreeable to our 
friends ; and it is bad policy to fear the resentment of_an 
enemy. If we lie easy,~and in a supine state, and Gov- 
ernour Carhton exerts himself against us vigorously, as we 
know he will, and who, by a legal Constitution, can oblige 
our friends to assist him, he will, by slow degrees, discour- 
age our friends, and encourage our enemies, and form those 
that are at present indifferent, into combinations against us. 
Therefore, the possible way to circumvent him and the 
scheme of the Ministry, is to nervously push an army into 
Canada. But if the wisdom of the Continent in Congress 
should view the proposed invasion of the King's Troops 
in Canada as premature or impolitick, nevertheless I hum- 
bly conceive, when your Honours come to the knowledge 
of the before-mentioned facts, you will at least establish 
some advantageous situation towards the northerly part of 
Lake Champlain, as a frontier, instead of the south pro- 
montory of Lake George. 



There are many advantages in forming the frontier near 
the country of the enemy, as, first : it will be in our power 
to ravage and make inroads into the heart of the enemy's 
country, the same as they might easily do, were they in 
possession and command of Luke Champlain. This advan- 
tage will be of the utmost consequence, be it in the hands 
of which party it will. Though it is now in our hands, to 
give it up to them would be fatal to the interest of the Col- 
onies, but more particularly to those who were instrumental 
in the achievement of the supremacy of that lake. But 
secondly : commanding the northerly part of the lake puts 
it in our power to work our policy with the Canadians and 
Indians. We have made considerable proficiency this way 
already. Sundry tribes have been to visit us, and have 
returned to their tribes to use their influence in our favour. 
We have just sent Captain Abraham Nimham, a Stock- 
bridge Indian, as our ambassador of peace to the several 
tribes of Indians in Canada. He was accompanied with 
Mr. Winthrop Hoit, who has been a prisoner with the In- 
dians, and understands their tongue. I do not imagine, 
provided we command Lake Champlain, there will be any 
need of a war with the Canadians or Indians. 

Pray pardon me on account of any impertinency or in- 
accuracy in this composition, as it is but a rough draught, 
wrote in great haste, from your Honours' ever faithful, most 
obedient and humble servant, Ethan Allen. 

To the Continental Congress. 



BENEDICT ARNOLD TO THE CONTINENTAL <*ONT.RF.SS. 

Crown Point, May 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Your resolution of the 18th instant, and 
recommendation of measures to the City of New-York and 
Albany, in consequence of the taking possession of Ticon- 
deroga and Crown Point, has this moment teen delivered 
me, as commanding officer here, the purport of which in- 
duces me to believe the Committee of Safety of the Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay have not informed you of my appointment, 
or instructions from them, which I have taken the liberty 
to enclose ; and, in consequence, arrived in the neighbour- 
hood of Ticonderoga the 9th instant, where I met one Col- 
onel Allen, with about one hundred men, raised at the 
instance of some gentlemen from Connecticut, who agreed 
we should take a joint command of the Troops. The next 
morning, at four o'clock, we surprised the garrison and took 
them prisoners, the particulars of which you have doubtless 
heard. Some dispute arising between Colonel Allen and 
myself, prevented my carrying my orders into execution, 
until the 16th, when, being joined by fifty men of my own 
Regiment, and a small schooner taken at Skenesborough, 
which I immediately armed, and sailed for St. John's, in 
quest of the sloop. The 17th, being becalmed within ten 
leagues of St. John's, I manned out t_wo_ smaulbatteaus, 
with thirty-five men, and, after rowing all night, at six 
o'clock next morning landed at St._ John's, and took a ser- 
geant and his party of twelve men prisoners, the King's 
sloop, of seventy tons, mounted with two brass six-pound- 
ers, and seven men, and in two hours .after \eh_St._ John's, 
having previously taken on board such _s±Qres, he., as were 
valuable. Providence remarkably smiled on us, as a few- 
hours' delay would have ruined our design, a party of one 
hundred and twenty men, with six pieces of cannon for the 
sloop, being on their march from Montreal, at only twenty 
miles distant ; add to this a party of forty men on a march 
from Chamblee, twelve milesdistant. Colonel Allen arrived 
at St. John's the same, evening, with one hundred men, 
and being attacked the next morning by the Regulars, re- 
treated, and left three men behind, two of which are since 
arrived. __. 

I have armed the sloop with six carriage and twelve 
swivel-guns ; the schooner with four carriages and eight 
swivels. I have sent to Lake George one brass twelve- 
pounder, six large brass and iron mortars and howitzers, 
and am making all possible preparation for transporting all 
the cannon here, and as many as can be sparecTat Ticon- 
deroga, to Fort George. ~ 

I must beg leave to observe, gentlemen, that the report 
of Ticonderoga's being abandoned, have thrown the inhab- 
itants here into the greatest consternation. There are about 
five hundred families to the northward o T Ti conderoga, 
who, if it is evacuated, will be left at the mercy of the 
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King's Troops and Indians, and who have, part of them, 
joined the Army, and cannot now remain neuter, to whom 
a remove would be entire ruin, as they have large families 
and no dependance but a promising crop on the ground. 
1 need not add to this, gentlemen, that Ticonderoga is the 
key of this extensive country, and if abandoned, leaves a 
very extensive frontier open to the ravages of the enemy, 
and to continual alarms, which will probably cost more than 
t he expense of repairing and garrisoning it. 

I esteemed it my duty, as a servant of the publick, to 
give you" the foregoing hints, and hope the exigence of the 
times will be a sufficient apology for the liberty I have 
taken. 

I have the honour to be, very respectfully, gentlemen, 
your most obedient humble servant, 

Benedict Arnold, Colonel, fyc. 



BENEDICT ARNOLD TO THE MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY. 

Crown Point, May 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I was equally surprised and alarmed this 
day, on receiving advice, via Albany, that the Continental 
Congress Tiad recommended the removing all the cannon, 
stores, &tc, at Ticonderoga, to Fort George, and evacua- 
ting Ticonderoga entirely, which being the only key of 
this country, leaves our very extensive frontiers open to the 
ravages of the enemy ; and if put into execution, will be 
the entire ruin of five hundred families to the northward of 
Ticonderoga. I have wrote the Congress, and given my 
sentiments very freely, with your instructions to me, as I 
fancy they have had no intelligence of my appointment or 
orders. 

Colonel Allen has entirely given up the command. I 
have one hundred and fifty men here, and expect in two or 
tnree weeks to have my Regiment complete, and believe 
they will be joined by a thousand men from Connecticut 
sad New-York. . I have sent to Lake George six large 
bHss_ andjron mortars and howitzers, one brass and three 
iron twelve-pounders, and shall pursue your orders with all 
the despatch in my power. I am, gentlemen, with great 
respect, your most obedient. humble servant, 

"' ■ Benedict Arnold. 



, MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, } 
May 29, 1775. J 

May it please your Honour: Yesterday, about three 
of the clock, P. M., this Congress received your Honour's 
most kind and friendly letter of the 25th instant, enclosing 
a resolution of the General^ Congress, of the 18th instant, 
relating to Ticonderoga, the order of the General Com- 
mittee of Association ...of New-York, for executing the said 
resolution, and the letter from the Connecticut Delegates 
at New-York ; each of which contain articles of intelli- 
gence very important and ; interesting to all the New- 
England Governments. But while we are consoled and 
rejoiced to find that the General Congress is attentive to 
the .safety and general interests of the Colonies, we cannot 
conceal from the General. Assembly of your Colony, that we 
should be to the last degree agitated, if we really supposed 
that the said, resolution, of the General Congress, touching 
Ttconderoga and said posts on Lake Champlain, was their 
ultimatum, and that they would not reconsider that resolu- 
tion. But as we.cannot suffer ourselves to doubt of their 
besLintentions and great concern for the liberty and safety 
of. all the r Co!pnies, we assure ourselves, that upon better 
information, and knowledge more just, they will be fully 
con vinced. of tl:<3 great impolicy of abandoning Lake Cham- 
plain, which we conceive they have in effect advised to, 
although we confess their expressions are not the clearest. 
But we aie_cgn_fi_rmedjn our construction of the said reso- 
lution, by the order taken by the General Committee of 
New-. Yojjc Ja_execu\o_the same. 

May it please your Honour, permit us to acquaint you, 
that as soon as possible after we had received advice of the 
success. of our people at Crown Point and St. John's, and 
the taking of the armed sloop on that lake, by Qo\. Arnold's 
letter, a copy whereof we have sent you by Col, Henshaw, 
we sent an express to New- York and to the General Con- 
gress, signifying to the General Congress and to the Con- 



gress of New-York, in the strongest manner, our opinion of 
the absolute necessity and great advantages of maintaining 
the post of Ticonderoga. But as we conceived the reasons 
and grounds of such an opinion were obvious and generally 
known, we supposed that a detail of the argumenls and 
proofs was altogether unnecessary. But upon seeing the 
resolution of the General Congress upon that important 
matter, we were much surprised and concerned ; and in the 
little time we have had to deliberate on the subject, we 
have resolved to endeavour to suggest to your Honour and 
your Assembly the reasons which at present occur to us, 
which we apprehend make it evident that the maintaining 
that post is not only practicable, and, under God, in the 
power of the Colonies, but of inexpressible necessity, for 
the defence of the Colony of New- York, and all the New- 
England Colonies ; and having enumerated those reasons 
as they occur, without consulting method or any orderly 
arrangement, to submit them to your Assembly, most im- 
portunately praying you, if your Honours approve them, 
that you will, with the greatest despatch, communicate 
them, with many more observations which your better 
knowledge of facts will suggest, to the General Congress ; 
and, if you should judge it advisable, also to the Congress 
of New-York; conceiving that, in several respects, they 
would go from you with more advantage, not only to New- 
York, but also to the General Congress, than from us. It 
seems natural to compare the two stations proposed to be 
maintained, viz : Ticonderoga and William Henry, in the 
following manner, that is to say, with regard to the benefits 
and advantages of the two stations which will arise for the 
purposes of general defence and annoyance of the common 
enemy, and with regard to the feasibility of maintaining 

each place. . _.; 

And, in the first place, as to the advantages of general 
defence resulting from a post at Ticonderoga, beyond those 
of William Henry ; they are so great and many, that they 
cannot be enumerated in an ordinary letter. In the view 
of a post of observation, we beg leave to observe, that all 
movements from Canada, intended against New-England 
or New-York, by the way of Lake Champlain, whether 
by scalping parties or large bodies, whether in the winter 
or open seasons of the year, may almost certainly be dis- 
covered so seasonably as that the blow m ay be generally 
warded off; whereas, if the post at William Henry be only 
kept, it is probable that three-fourths of the attem pts on 
the frontiers qf New-York and N ew -En gland, hy Cham- 
plain, will never be known until executed. Asjto enter- 
prises by any large body by the way of Champlain, it is clear 
that they may be known much earlier from the former than 
the latter station ; also, if it should become necessary and 
just that the United Colonies should annoy the inhabitants 
of Canada, and cause them to feeljhe grievousness of war 
on their borders, (as it most certainly will, in case they en- 
gage in the war upon us,,) the two stations scarcely bear any 
comparison ; for if we abandon the post at Ticonderoga, 
the enemy will infallibly seize it ; and, in that case, what 
annoyance can we give. Canada b y the way of Champlain, 
by means of a fortified post at William Henry 1 If the 
enemy hold Ticonderoga, they will effectually command 
the whole of Lake Champlain. If the United Colonies 
hold it, they will so far : command _ thai Jake, as, by the way 
of it, the}' will be able to make desc ents b y small parties 
upon great part of the country of Canada, and infinitejy 
distress them; but from William Henry none can be made 
without vast difficulty and risk. As to the advanta ges of 
subsisting and defending a garrison, and maintaining a post 
against the efforts of Canada, either at Ticonderoga or 
Fort William Henry, we conceive that they are much jn 
favour of the former; for as to supplies of victuals for 
either a garrison or an army stationed at one place or the 
other, we conceive that, on the whole, they may be more 
easily and certainly afforded Jo Ticonderoga than William 
Henry. We suppose that what should be sent from posts 
on the westerly side of Hudson's Ri ver, ma y almost as 
easily be transported to Ticonderoga as to William Henry ; 
and as to such supplies as would go from posts eastward _o.f 
Hudson's River, they may be conveyed to the former place 
with much more facility than the latter. And as to the 
speed and certainty of marching succours for the relief of 
a garrison at one place or the other, in case of a n a ttack, 
we suppose the advantages of Ticonderoga are vastly supe- 
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riour to those of William Henry ; for we cannot forbear 
observing, that our brethren of New-York Government, 
settled on the westerly side of Hudson's River, have been 
always rather slow in warlike efforts ; and if the succours 
must go from Connecticut, Massachusetts, New-Hampshire, 
or the northeasterly parts of New-York Governments, they 
may be mustered and marched much sooner to the former 
station than the latter. We have no doubt but, on a press- 
ing emergency; a large body of men might be marched 
from the middle of the County of Hampshire to Ticonde- 
roga in six days ; but to gentlemen so well acquainted with 
the geography of the two places, we need not dwell on this 
part of the argument; and, in short, we have no idea of 
maintaining the one or the other of the two posts in time 
of war with Canada, but either by constantly keeping an 
army on the spot, or making a fort of sufficient strength for 
a garrison _ to hold out against an attack until an army could 
be marched from jVeuj- York or New-England, sufficient to 
raise the siege ; the latter method we suppose most politick, 
and quite practicable with regard to Ticonderoga. But 
at the same time we beg leave just to hint, that a fortified 
station, on the easterly side of South-Bay, or Lake Cham- 
plain, opposite to Ticonderoga or Crown Point, or still 
farther on, affords great advantages for the maintaining of 
Ticonderoga, and defending the settlements on the easterly 
side of Lake Champlain ; and there is artillery enough to 
spare to other places ; and if we abandon the land be- 
tween the Lakes George and Champlain, we shall give the 
enemy an opportunity to build at or near the points ; and 
by that means we shall lose the whole of Lake Champlain, 
and the shipping we now have on that lake, by which we 
can command the whole of it, and keep the enemy at a 
distance of a hundred miles from our English settlements, 
near Otter Creek, &tc. ; but if that fortress should be main- 
tained, we shall have those very settlements, with some 
aids from the old settlements, to support it, which will not 
be half the charge that it would be to maintain a sufficient 
number of soldiers so far from their homes. We have there 
about four or five hundred hardy men, with many families, 
who, if those grounds should be abandoned, will be driven 
from their settlements, and leave the Massachusetts and 
New-Hampshire people naked, without any barrier, and 
exposed to the Canadians and savages, who will have a 
place of retreat at the point, as they had almost the whole 
of the last war. By abandoning this ground, we give up 
an acquisition which cost immense sums of money, the loss 
of many lives, and five campaigns. 

As to the expense of maintaining a fortress at Ticonde- 
roga, this Colony will not fail to exert themselves to the 
utmost of their power. 

We are under the greatest obligations to your Honour 
and the General Assembly, for the intelligence you have 
given us ; and yotrrnaydepend we shall not fail of convey- 
ing to you all important intelligence with the greatest des- 
patch. The interpositions of Divine Providence, in favour 
of America, are very obvious, which demands our utmost 
thankfulness. Enclosed is a brief narrative "of some of 
them. We are, &c. 



THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE 
CONGRESS. 

K In Provincial Congress, Watertown, ) 

May 29, 1775. \ 

"Resolved, That the following Letter be immediately 
sent to the Provincial Congress of New-Hampshire." 

Gentlemen : Enclosed are copies of Governour Trum- 
bull's letter to this Congress, enclosing a resolution of the 
Continental Congress, respecting the fortresses at Ticonde- 
roga, Crown Point, &c, and the resolution of the General 
Committee of Association of New- York thereon, and a let- 
ter from the Connecticut Delegates, from Neiv-York to 
their Assembly. 

The measure taken by the Continental Congress, if car- 
ried into execution;-wil], in our humble opinion, affect those 
Colonies east of Hudson River, in the highest degree. By 
that you will see that all the lands and waters between the 
south :end of Lake 'George and Crown Point, together 
wjth all Lake Champlain, will be left open for Canadians 
and savages, if they should be so disposed, to ravage all 
that country east, and distress all our new settlements. 

Fourth Series, — Vol. ii. 



We have addressed the Continental Congress upon the 
necessity of keeping a fortress at or near Ticonderoga, 
and have also most pressingly desired the Colony of Con- 
necticut to exert themselves to effect the maintaining such 
a fortress. We have also written to New- York upon the 
matter. 

We now lay the same advice before you, that you may 
have opportunity to take such measures as you shall think 
proper. As your Colony is so deeply affected, you will, 
from a concern for that, and a general regard for the com- 
mon safety, which you have at all times appeared to have, 
we trust, take the matter up, and, by decent and respectful 
addresses to the Continental Congress, endeavour to pre- 
vail with them to alter a measure so dangerous in its effects:. 

We are, gentlemen, your most obedient and very hum- 
ble servants, Jos. Warren, Preset pro tern. 



committee or sandwich to the provincial congress 

OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

- ■ Sandwich, May 29, 1775. 

Honourable Gentlemen : In consequence of com- 
plaint made to the Committee of Correspondence of the 
Town of Sandwich, by Messrs. Simeon Wing and Jesse 
Barlow, we have thought it advisable to represent to your 
Honours the circumstances of their vessels being taken by 
Captain Linsey, of the Falcon, and retaken by a schooner 
from Dartmouth, under command of Captain Egery, and 
to beg some advice and order of the Congress may be 
passed concerning it. Mr. Wing's vessel, commanded by 
his son Thomas, has been plied as a wood " Loaf to carry 
wood to Nantucket from Sandwich, for some years past, 
and it hath been the usual practice for them to settle with 
the Custom-House once a year, the officer of which always 
gave them their choice of paying twelve pence per trip, ot 
the whole at the year's end : and this hath been, we find on 
examination, the common practice with other vessels that 
have followed the same business at the same place. Upon 
Captain Wing's returning from Nantucket, through the 
Vineyard Sound, the sloop was taken by a barge from 
said Captain Linsey's brig ; an Indian fellow on board of 
Wing's vessel informed Captain Lindsey of said Barlow's 
vessel, which had run a cargo lately from the West-In- 
dies, and was laden with provisions in Buzzard's Bay. 
Captain Linsey took possession of Captain Wing's ves- 
sel, putting fourteen men on board, to proceed up the 
bay and take Jesse Barlow's vessel, which they carried 
off. The master of this latter vessel was taken with 
Wing, being then on board as a passenger; so that both 
vessels, with all the crews, passengers, & c -> were cap- 
tured, and proceeded to the cove to Captain Linsey. Mr. 
Barlow made application to some people at Dartmouth, 
who went with a sloop, one half of which Barlow ven- 
tured, and retook both said vessels and men, with their 
arms, &c, and carried them into Dartmouth. Messrs. 
Wing and Barlow applied to the Dartmouth people, who 
took the vessels from them again. The people offered 
them their vessels upon Wing's paying them eight dollars 
and Barlow's paying ten dollars, with which they com- 
plied, and Wing paid the money; after which the Dart- 
mouth people detained the vessels till the order of Con- 
gress could be known, and now refuse to deliver op the 
said vessels without Wing and Barlow's paying forty-five 
dollars, and giving bonds of a very extraordinary nature, 
to indemnify said Dartmouth people, &c. These are a 
true state of facts, as nearly as we, after examination of 
said Wing and Barlow, can ascertain ; and the said Wing 
and Barlow, thinking they ought to have their vessels 
again without further difficulty, desire the Committeeof 
Correspondence of this Town to Jay the matter before 
you, and pray your orders, to which they profess their 
readiness to submit and acquiesce in. 

We are your Honours' very humble servants, the Com- 
mittee of Sandwich. 

Nathaniel Freeman, per order. 

In Congress, Watertown, July 1, 1775. 
The Committee appointed to Jake the Remonsirarice 
from the Committee of Correspondence of the Town of 
Sandwich into consideration, have considere d the same, 
and report as follows, viz : ~ : "" : ~ ~ " — ~~'~ r 
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That the people of the Town of Dartmouth, mentioned 
in said R emo n stranc e, who withhold said vessels from said 
Wing and Barlow, be notified to appear the second Tues- 
day of the next meeting of the House of Representatives, 
in Watertown, to give their reasons why they withhold the 
same, and that they be served with a copy of this Remon- 
strance, and that Wing and Barlow be notified to attend 
at the same time and place ; which is humbly submitted. 

Per order, Ezra Richmond. 



According to your request, I have transmitted to the 
Committee of Safety a regimental return of the men who 
have enlisted under me into the service of the Province of 
New- Hampshire, and who expect to be paid therefrom. 

Your compliance with the above will greatly oblige 
your's in the common cause, John Stark. 



TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY FOR MASSACHUSETTS. 

Salem, May 29, 1775, 

Gentlemen : Mr. Stephen Higginson, of this Town, 
arrived here yesterday from London. The answers he 
gave on his examination before the House of Commons, 
and vyhTcTT were some time since printed in the newspa- 
pers, have given umbrage to some persons in this place, 
(and we hear in Marblehead also,) who imagine those an- 
swers to be highly injurious to the Province, and given 
with anjntention to distress it. He this day appeared 
before tbe_ Committee of Safety of this Town, and, upon 
exhibition of the facts, the Committee, to a man, were 
perfectly satisfied of his innocence and good intention rela- 
tive to_.theniaiter complained of; but that every one might 
her made easy, as the Town were to meet this day, it was 
judged best to publish the whole to the inhabitants when 
assembled, which was done accordingly to a full meeting, 
and the Town thereupon expressed their satisfaction by a 
vote, froni^ which only three or four dissented, but many 
did not vote at all; and since the "meeting was dissolved 
we find that several remain dissatisfied, and desire the 
matter may be inquired into by the Provincial Committee 
of Safety ; we have, therefore, advised Mr. Higginson to 
wait on you, that your decision may quiet the minds of the 
people here and through the Country. We have stated 
the facts above-mentioned as a necessary apology for 
troubling you about a matter so extremely obvious. 

We are, gentlemen, your most humble servants, 

:.r _ TIich. Derby, Chimin Com. of Safety. 
. ., ,' Tim, Pickering, Jun., Town Cleric. 
To the Provincial, Committee of Safety. 



COLONEL STARK TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 

Medford, May 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen; Yours of the 26th instant I have re- 
ceived, and note the contents; and as to the fire-arms for 
the use of the. Regiment under my command, the greatest 
part of those who were destitute when I wrote toyou, are 
since furnished, and I am informed by the officers of the 
several Companies, that the remainder will be equipped 
very shortly; so I natter myself that this difficulty (as to 
my Regiment) will be soon surmounted. Yet, as to the 
manffijf of procuring them, whether by the respective 
Towns to which they belong, or by individuals, I cannot 
at present inform you, as no account has yet come to hand. 
But I would still beg leave to entreat you to take some 
further notice, of the Army. And, in the first place, con- 
sider that a great part of the Regiment or Army here, are 
destitute of, blankets, and cannot be supplied by their 
Towns, and are very much exposed ; some of whom, 
for the want thereof, are much indisposed, and thereby 
rendered unfit for duty. Secondly, that we are in very 
great want of money, and that neither officers nor soldiers 
can subsist much longer, without some, by any means. And 
this I am well assured of, (from daily complaints which are 
rflade to me,) that unless you, by some means, advance 
some;ragJig^to the Army directly, (as there is no room in 
my ririncf to doubt that there is a very considerable sum in 
the Province belonging thereto.) they will certainly return, 
for they cannot nor will not continue. I would also re- 
commend .to your consideration the necessity of a sutler 
or sutlers for. the.. benefit of the Army; and if it should be 
thought necessary that there should be such, and if one can- 
not be found in that Province who will undertake to supply 
the Army upon reasonable terms, I know of a gentleman in 
this Province that^ would gladly embrace the opportunity, if 
appliecTto. "TwouTtTTiKewise be glad there might be a chest 
of medichieprocured for the Regiment, and forwarded, as 
it is wanted very much, and also armourer's tools. 



COMMITTEE OF PORTSMOUTH, N. H., TO THE COMMITTEE 
OF NEWBURYFORT. 

_ ' Portsmouth, May 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We had two provision vessels seized at 
the mouth of out harbour the last night, by the Scarbo- 
rough, and upon application to Captain Barclay for their 
release, find he has positive orders from the Admiral to 
take possession of all vessels laden with provisions, salt, or 
molasses, and send them to Boston, and says further, those 
orders are circular through the Continent. 

We give this earliest intelligence for your government, 
and also inform you that the Canceaux, a small ship, of six 
or eight guns, sails the first wind, to convoy the two vessels 
already seized to Boston, and are sorry to find ourselves 
unable to prevent it, as we have our harbour blocked up 
by a twenty-gun ship, and have no vessel of force able to 
retake them. One reason o.f our mentioning this circum- 
stance, and sending an express this night with it, is, be- 
cause we have just heard that you have an armed vessel in 
your port. We have ordered two small vessels to cruise 
off and on, and, if possible, give this intelligence to all 
vessels bound to this or any other port, and trust you will 
do the same. Your most obedient servants, By order of 
the Committee : H. Wentworth, Chairman. 

To the Committee of Correspondence of Newburyport. 

Newburyport, May 30, 1775. 
This letter was received this morning by the Committee 
of this Town; and as the Admiral's orders, herein men- 
tioned, may affect every part of the Continent, we think it 
our duty to send it forward to the Committee of Safety 
for the Province, or to the Congress, 

B. Greenleaf, per order. 

To the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts. 



Portsmouth, N. II., May 30, 1775. 

This day about thirty or forty men from on board the 
Scarborough, man-of-war, now in this harbour, rame on 
shore at Fort William and Mary, and tore down great part 
of the breast-work of said fort, and did other damage. 

The day before this attempt, the Scarborough took two 
provision vessels, loaded with corn, pork, flour, rye, &c., 
coming in from Long-Island, which were for. the relief of 
this place, as the inhabitants are in great want of provisions ; 
and notwithstanding the most prudent application of the 
principal gentlemen of this Town, the Uaptain refused to 
release them. O shocking situation. ~~~"\ ~~"~~ ~ 

Upon this refusal it was apprehended the most violent 
outrages and tumults of the people would immediately fol- 
low this detention of their provisions, the consequences of 
which would be, most probably, very fatal to His Majesty's 
subjects, by bringing into the most imminent danger the 
lives and properties of hissaid subjects, which ought by all 
means to be prevented, if possible. 

Upon this unwarrantable transaction, the inhabitants of 
this and the neighbouring Towns were greatly alarmed, and, 
next morning, between five ami six hundred men, in arms, 
went down to the battery, called Jerry's Point, and brought 
off eight cannon, twenty-four and thirty-two pounders, 
being the whole that were there, weighing four thousand 
eight hundred pounds each, and brought them up to this 
Town. While they were taking off the above cannon, the 
Canceaux, with a tender, set sail with the two provision 
vessels for Boston. The_next day the Town was full of 
men from the country, in arms. _ _;;;:;; ::; :;: 

This uncommon exertion of arbitrarjrpower immediately 
alarmed the inhabitants, and the Committee of Safety hav- 
ing met, a memorial was, by their approbation, presented 
to the Governour and Council, who took, every prudent 
method in their ppwer to pacify the people, and to obtain 
a release of the captures. His Excellency repaired on 
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board .the Scarborough, and informed the Captain that the 
"provisions were the property of some of the inhabitants, who 
had before contracted for the same ; but the only answer he 
could obtain was, " that Admiral Graves and the General 
had forwarded orders to take every provision vessel that 
should be met with, on every station, and to send them 
forthwith to Boston for the supply of the Army and Navy." 
Captain Barclay, the commander of the Scarborough, in- 
formed two of the Committee at Fort William and Mary, 
that his orders were such that he must even.take.all vessels 
with salt or molasses, they being a species of provision, and 
send them to Boston. 



TO GENERAL GAGE. 

Sib: If you are not too busy in granting passes to the 
people of Boston, and in protecting the remains of your 
Army, I beg the favour of addressing you once more. You 
have lately risen above contempt. You have commenced 
hostilities between _Great Britain and America, in the Prov- 
ince of Massachusetts-Bay. The heinousness and conse- 
quences of this crime would have raised even a sentinel 
i_fito .importance, and will serve, in spite of the natural in- 
significance of. your character, to "damn" even General 
Gage " to everlasting fame." 

. Your attempt to prove that the Militia of Massachusetts 
fired first in thejate engagement at Lexington, if successful, 
would add nothing to your cause. You acknowledge that 
you sent your Troops out of Boston to destroy a magazine 
of provisions and military stores at Concord. The invasion, 
of property, among all Nations, is justly deemed a declara- 
tion of war. But, Sir, however contrary to your intention, 
yoqr accouni of jlie matter has served to entail double in- 
famy upon the memories of those ministerial Troops that 
fell in the battle, for it proves that they suffered not only 
as murderers, but as thieves. Publick justice quickened 
its steps, and their punishment trod upon the heels of their 
crimes. We congratulate ourselves upon the history which 
you have sent of that transaction to the Ministry. It will 
certainly add weigTit to the depositions transmitted by 
the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts-Bay ; for even 
treachery itself, when it reads your account of the battle, 
Will be forced Jo acknowledge that it was begun by your 
Troops, and that the ravages they committed flowed less 
from provocations than from the natural barbarity of their 
dispositions. 



The reign of George the Third seems intended by Provi- 
dence to establish the belief of the most miraculous parts 
of the Scriptures. It requires less faith to believethe mira- 
cle of Joshua, than that freemen will not fight in defence of 
their liberty. It requires less faith to believe that an Egyp- 
tian Army perished in the Bed Sea, in pursuit of a people 
who had brought the greatest calamities upon their Country, 
than to believe that a few Regiments of English soldiers, 
three thousand miles from resources of all kinds, can subdue 
a Continent eighteen hundred in extent, crowded with in- 
habitants, all united to each other by the closest ties of inte- 
rest and affection. You, too, Sir, have contributed your 
share towards confirming a historical fact in the Bible. We 
cease now to wonder that the soldiers who guarded our 
Saviour's sepulchre, swore that his disciples stoleliis body 
aw y ay while they slept. Your conduct shows that there is 
nothing repugnant to the folly of human nature m this story. 
Your letter to Goyernour Trumbull is a ..commentary upon 
that passage of Scripture, and serves to prove that soldiers 
are actuated by the same principles in all arbitrary Govern : 
ments, and that their abilities do not equal their inclinations 
in contriving falsehoods. 

Where now is the martial spirit of your Army ? Where 
are those dogs of war who panted so eagerly for the blood 
of their countrymen? Alas! how are the mighty fallen! 
No wonder they trembled and fled at the sight of a few 
Companies of American Militia; for English courage can 
dwell only in the society of justice and humanity. The 
genius of Britain deserted. her sons when ..she .beheld them 
fighting under the banners of slavery. No successes against 
America can ever wipe away the stain they have brought 
upon the British arms; for should the Colonies at last be 
reduced, I will venture to predict that three hundred half 
disciplined British Troops will never chase two thousand 
well disciplined Americans twenty miles in six hours. 

History is unfurnished with a character like yours. You 
are cruel without inhumanity, unjust without avarice, and 
artful without design. For Heaven's sake let experience 
teach you wisdom, and lead you to 'truth. Let not your 
talent for dissimulation prove your rain. You have exer- 
cised it hitherto in such a manner as to seVvenoneTut your 
enemies, and injure none but youf friends. One candid 
acknowledgment of the strength and union of the Colonies, 
and of the weakness of your Troops, in your letters to the 
Ministry, will immediately restore peace and union to Bri- 
tain and the Colonies. . Junius Americanus, 



MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

April 5, 1775, 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety, at the house of 
Mr. Taylor, of Concord, on Wednesday, the 5th of April, 
1775. Present : 

Honourable John Hancock, Esq., Colonel Palmer, Col. 
Heath, Capt. White, Mr. Watson, J. Pigeon, Mr. Devens. 

Voted unanimously, That the Committee of Supplies do 
directly furnish this^ Committee with, an exact account, in 
writing, of all the Provisions and Stores, arid the places of 
their disposition. 

Voted, That one piece of Cannon be sent to Colonel 
Mitchell, of Bridgewater. 

April 14, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety, at Concord, at 
the house of Mr. Taylor, on Saturday, the 14th of April, 
1775. Present: . 

The Honourable John Hancock, Esq., Colonel Heath, 
Captain -White, Mr. Devens, Colonel Gardner, Mr. Wat- 
son, Mr. Palmer, 

Voted, That the Cannon now in the Town of Concord 
be immediately disposed of within said Town, as the Com- 
mittee of Supplies may direct. 

Voted, That the Cannon-powder, now at Leicester, be 
removed, one load at a time, to this Town, and made 
into Cartridges, under the direction of the Committee of 
Supplies. 

N. B. Mr. Devens acted as Clerk pro tempore. Colonel 
Gardner this day was chosen as one of the Committee of 



Safety, instead of Deacon Fisher, who resigned, in conse- 
quence of the distance he lives. _i. 

April 1.7, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committees of Safety and Supplies, 
at Mr. Taylor's house, in Concord, on Monday, 17th April, 
1775. Present: : : 1^::": 

Committee of Safety. — Honourable John Hancock, 
Esq., Colonel Heath, Colonel Palmer, Captain White, Mr. 
Devens, Colonel Gardner, Mr. Watson, Colonel Qrne, J. 
Pigeon. 

Committee qf Supplies.; — Colonel. X<ee, Mr. Gitt,Mv. 
Cheever, Mr. Gerry, Colonel Lincoln. _ 

Voted unanimously, That application be made to Cap- 
tain Hatch, for captain of the Artillery Company for Bos- 
ton; and if he refuses, to offer it to Mr. Crafts, and so on 
in order, as they stand in the Company. Also that Capt. 
Robinson, of Dorchester, be applied to as captain of the 
Company of Dorchester ; and that Mr. Newall, of Charles- 
town, be applied to ; that the Captain for the Marblehead 
Company be not appointed until the Members for Marble- 
head make inquiry and report. That Capt. Timothy Bige- 
low be applied to as captain of the Worcester Company, 
and that Mr, Thomas Wait Foster, of Hadley, be applied 
to as captain of the Company at Hadley. 

Voted, That the two Four-Pounders now at Concord be 
mounted by the Committee of Supplies ; and that Colonel 
Barrett be desired to raise an Artillery Company, to join 
the Army when raised, they to have no pay until tjiey'joip 
the Army ; and also that an Instructor, for the^use of the 
cannon, be appointed, and to be put directlyin pay. 
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Voted unanimously, That six Pounds, lawful money, per 
month, be for Captain's pay in the Artillery Companies ; 
that the First and Second Lieutenants have four Pounds ; 
the Lieutenant of fire-works to have three Pounds five Shil- 
lings; the Sergeants to have forty-two Shillings per month ; 
the Corporals thirty-eight Shillings per month ; the com- 
mon meff thirty-six Shillings per month ; the Drummers 
and Fifers thirty-eight Shillings per month ; also, that four 
Shillings per week be allowed for their board. 

Voted, That when these Committees adjourn, it be to 
Mr. Wetherby's, at the Black-Horse, Menotomy, on Wed- 
nesday, ten o'clock. 

Voted, That the four Six-Pounders be transported to 
Groton, and put under the care of Colonel Prescott. 

Voted, That two seven-inch Brass Mortars be trans- 
ported to Acton. 

Voted, That the two Committees adjourn to Mr,, Wether- 
by's, at Menotomy, ten o'clock. 

- -•— - April 18, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committees of Safety and Supplies, 
at Mr. Wctherby's, in Menotomy, on Tuesday, the 18th of 
April, 1775. Present : 

Commtttee of Safety. — Colonel Orne, Colonel Pal- 
mer, Colonel Heath, Colonel Gardner, Mr. Devens, Mr. 
Watson, Captain White, J. Pigeon. 

Committee of Supplies. — David Cheever, Esq., Mr. 
Gerry, Colonel Lee, Colonel Lincoln. 

Voted, That the two brass Two-Pounders, and two brass 
Three-Pounders, be under the care of the Boston Company 
of .Artillery ancTCaptain Robinson. 

Newton, April 17, 1775. 
Captain; Timothy Bigelow : 

Sir : The Committee desired me to write you, to desire 
the favour of your company next Wednesday, the nine- 
teenth instant, at Mr. Wctherby's, at the Black-Horse, in 
Menotomy, on business of great importance. 

Sir, your most humble. servant, J. Pigeon, Clerk. 

p. S. The Committee meets at ten o'clock. 

Voted, That all the Ammunition be deposited in nine dif- 
ferent Towns in this Province : that Worcester be one of 
them ; that Lancaster be one, (N.B. Colonel Whiicomb is 
there;) that Concord be another; that Groton be another; 
that Stoughtonham be another ; that Stow be another; that 
Mendon he another; that Leicester be another; that Sud- 
bury be the other. 

Voted, That part of the Provisions be removed from 
Concord, viz : Fifty barrels beef from thence to Sudbury, 
with Deacon Plympton; one hundred barrels flour to ditto, 
of which what is in the malt-house, in Concord, be part; 
twenty casks rice to ditto ; fifteen hogsheads molasses to 
ditto ; ten hogsheads rum to ditto ; five hundred pounds 
Candjes^to diuo. 

Voted, That there be by the Committee of Supplies 
provided, six Ammunition Carts, one to be in each Town 
where a Company of Matrosses is fixed. 

Voted, That one Company of Matrosses be stationed at 
Worcester; one ditto at Concord; one ditto at Stoughton- 
ham ; one ditto at Stoughton ; one ditto at Stow; one ditto 
at Lancaster. 

Voted, That thirty-three rounds of Round-Shot, thirty- 
three rounds of Grape-Shot, and thirty-three Canisters of 
Langrage, be provided and lodged with each of the twelve 
field-pieces belonging to the Province, together with one 
hundred Cartridges of Powder, one hundred and sixteen 
Tubes, one hundred Wads, together with all necessary ma- 
terials. 

Voted, That the Towns of Worcester, Concord, Stow, 
and Lancaster, be furnished with two iron Three-Pound 
Cannon each. 

Voted, That four hundred and fifty Four-Pound Cannon 
Ball be carried from Stoughtonham to Sudbury. 

Voted, That one ton of Grape-Shot be carried from 
Stoughtonham to Sudbury. 

Voted, That one ton of Three-Pound Cannon Balls be 
carried from ditto to ditto. 

Voted, That one half the Two-Pound Cannon Ball, now 
at Stoughtonham, exclusive of what is for the use of the 
Matrosses, be carried to Sudbury. 



Voted, That the vote of the fourteenth instant, relating to 
the Powder being removed from Leicester to Concord, be 
reconsidered, and that the Clerk be directed to write to 
Colonel Barrett accordingly, and to desire he would not 
proceed in making it up into cartridges. 

Voted, That one half the Musket-Cartridges be removed 
from Stow to Groton. 

Voted, That the Musket-Balls, under the care of Col. 
Barrett, be buried under ground, in some safe place ; that 
he be desired to do it, and let the Commissary only be in- 
formed thereof. 

Voted, That the Spades, Pick- Axes, Bill-Hooks, Shov- 
els, Axes, Hatchets, Crows, and Wheelbarrows, now at 
Concord, be divided, and one third remain in Concord, one 
third at Sudbury, and one third at Stow,_ 

Voted, That five hundred Iron Pots be deposited at Sud- 
bury, five hundred at Concord, and one thousand at Wor- 
cester. ......'.,......... _ ... ~..^.-,- 

Voted, That the two thousand Wooden Bowls be_de po- 
sited as the pots and the spoons,1n same manner. 

Voted, That the fifteen thou^sancTC.anteejis be deposited 
as the above. -.--■-. .-.. .^-vt:-:—-^:— :^i£±::— :_.: ; :- 

Voted, That the Weights and Measures be put into the 
Commissary's hands. .— ■ 

Voted, That two Medicinal Chests still remain at .Con- 
cord, at two different parts of the Town ; three of said 
chests at Sudbury, in different parts of the Town ; six ditto 
at Groton, Mendon, and Stow, two in each Town, and in 
different parts ; two ditto in Worcester, one in each part of 
the Town ; and two ditto at Lancaster ; that sixteen hun- 
dred yards of Russia Linen be deposited in seven parts, 
with the Doctors' chests ; that the eleven "hundred" Tents 
be deposited in equal parts in Worcester, Lancaster, Gro- 
ton, Stow, Mendon, Leicester, and Sudbury. 

Voted, That these Committees adjourn to nine o'clock 
insteffd of ten. ; _.,. 

Voted, That the Papers belonging to the Committees be 
lodged with Mr. Abraham Watson. 

Newton, April 19, 1775. 
Colonel Barrett : 

Sir: The Committee have directed me to inform you, 
that the canaon-powder which last Saturday you were de- 
sired to have removed from Leicester, one load at a time, 
and to make up into cartridges, they would not have you 
send for, unless you have already ; but, if sent for, take 
care of it ; but don't make it into cartridges. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, J. Pigeon, Clerk. 

April 21,1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety, April 21st, 
1775, the following form of Enlistment was adopted : 

"I, A. B., do hereby solemly engage and enlist myself 
as a Soldier in the Massachusetts service, from the day of 
my enlistment to the last day of December next, unless the 
service should admit of a discharge of a part or the whole 
sooner, which shall be at the discretion of the Committee 
of Safety ; and I hereby promise to submit myself to all 
the orders and regulations of the Army, and faithfully to 
observe and obey all such orders as I shall, receive from 
any superiour officer." 

Resolved, That there be immediately enlisted, out of the 
Massachusetts Forces, eight .thousand effective men, to.be 
formed into Companies, to consist of a Captain, one. Lieu- 
tenant, one Ensign, four Sergeants, one Fifer, one Drum- 
mer, and seventy rank and file ; nine Companies to form a 
Regiment, to be commanded by a Colonel, Lieut. Colonel, 
and Major ; each Regiment to be composed of men suitable 
for the service, which shall be determined by a Muster- 
Master or Muster-Masters, to be appointed for that pur- 
pose. Said officers and men to continue in the service of 
the Province for the space of seven months from the time 
of enlistment, unless the safety of the Province will admit 
of their being discharged sooner; the Army to be under 
proper rules and regulations. 

Voted, That th.e Field-Pieces be removed from Newbu- 
ryport, and deposited, for the present, into the hands of 
Captain Dexter, of Maiden. .:.-;:; 

Voted, That a Courier be immediately despatched to 
Stoughton, to require the immediate, attendance of Colonel 



iiMiiitHMI 



; Hpiliil Mltorfttoia 



tfjjjgmmmt* 



liMtiui 



iMMl 



ntittitiwttik*MiMi 



745 



MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, APRIL, 1775. 



746 



Richard Gridley, and his son Scarborough Gridley, upon 
this Committee. 

Voted, That a Courier be sent to command the attendance 
of David Mason, now upon furlough at Salem. 

Voted, That Mr. Mason be ordered to provide one Field- 
Piece with every implement necessary for action, and pro- 
ceed forthwith to provide for the remainder, till the whole 
are TT thorough state of preparation, unless otherwise 
ordered ; the Cannon to be provided for are eight three- 
pounders and three six-pounders. 

Voted, That orders be given to Captain Dexter to con- 
ceal the Cannon committed to his care. 

Which was accordingly done. 

Voted, The Resolve above written be so far reconsidered, 
as that the Companies, rank and file, consist of fifty men 
each, and that no further obligation be required of those 
Companies who are adjudged to be firmly enlisted by their 
respective officers. 

Voted, That an establishment be proposed for the Troops 
at_ an early day after the meeting of Congress. 

Ordered, That Mr. Pigeon, the Commissary-General, 
be directed to carry thirty-five barrels of Pork, and half a 
barrel of hog's fat, from the Town of Salem to the Town of 
Cambridge, by virtue of an order from Mr. William Bond. 
'" Voted, That the General Officers be forthwith desired to 
make a return of such Officers and Soldiers as are already 
under sufficient engagements to serve in the Massachusetts 
Army. 

Voted, That the General Officers be desired, with all pos- 
sible speed, to give in a list of such Officers as they shall 
judge duly qualified to serve as Colonels, Lieutenant-Col- 
onels, and Majors, for such a number of Regiments as shall, 
with the officers and soldiers already engaged, make up an 
army of eight thousand men. 

Pooled, That Major Bigelow be applied to, to furnish a 
Map and Horse to attend the Surgeons, and convey Medi- 
cines agreeable to their direction. 

April 22, 1775. 

Voted, That the Commissary-General be directed to 
have the Stores belonging to the Colony removed from all 
the sea-port Towns with all possible speed. 

Voted, That Captain Foster be ordered to take the care 
of the Cannon and Intrenching Tools at Mr. Richardson's 
Tavern. 

Voted, That the Commissary-General be directed to in- 
spect the Intrenching Tools, and if any are oat of order, to 
see them, with all possible speed, repaired. 

-',,,- -■-.-■■ April 24, 1775. 

Resolved, That General Ward be desired immediately 
to direct all the Field-Officers of the Regiments of Minute- 
Men, now in Cambridge, to attend the Committee of Safety 
at their chamber, at Mr. Steward Hastings's house. 

Resolved, That the inhabitants of Chelsea 'and Maiden 
be, and hereby are absolutely forbidden to fire upon, or 
otherwise injure any Seamen belonging to the Navy, under 
the command of Admiral Graves, unless fired upon by them, 
until the said inhabitants of Chelsea snd Maiden receive 
orders from this Committee, or the General of the Provin- 
cial Forces, to do so.. 

April 25, 1775. 

Resolved, That the three Cannon now at Marlborough, 
be brought to the Town of Waltham, and mounted on the 
carriages prepared for them, till further orders. 

Resolved, That Colonel Freeman, of Sandwich, be di- 
rected to take such a number of Men as may be sufficient 
for the purpose, and secure the Whale and such other Boats 
at Cape Cod, as may be of use to this Colony. 

Resolved, That Colonel Paul Dudley Sergeant, of New- 
Hampshire, be desired forthwith to recommend ten per- 
sons belonging to the Colony of New-Hampshire, to receive 
beating orders for the enlistment of persons belonging to 
said Colony, until they are discharged by this Committee, 
or taken into the service of the Colony of New-Hamp- 
shire. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Provincial 
Congress to reduce the Regiments so far as that the Com- 
panies consist of fifty-nine men/including officers, and also 
that they allow only two Lieutenants to a Company. " 



Resolved, That -. be ordered, with the Troop 

of Horse under his command, to proceed forward as an 
escort to the honourable Members of the Continental Con- 
gress, on their way to Philadelphia, until they are met by 
an escort from the Colony of Connecticut. 

- ■ April 26, 1775. 

Voted, That an Express be sent off to General Preble, 
at Falmouth, desiring his attendance at Cambridge, as a 
general officer, or in his private capacity. 

Ordered, That fifteen of the Prisoners at Concor d be re-, 
moved from thence to Worcester Jail immediately. 

Upon a motion made, Voted, That the Secretary of this 
Committee be directed and era poweredTto sign anyTapers 
or writings in behalf of this Committee,. 

Voted, That Mr. Ephraim Jones, JaiT-keeper oTWorces- 
ter,\>e directed to receive fifteen Prisoners from the Jail in 
Concord. 

Voted, That this Committee recommend it to the Pro- 
vincial Congress, that they make an establishment for such 
a number of Armourers as they may judge necessary for the 
Forces belonging to this Colony. 

Resolved, That as many men as are not already enlisted, 
and incline to remain in the Army, immediately enlist, in 
order that It may be ascertained what number may be still 
necessary to be raised in each Town to .complete the com- 
plement of Troops for this Colony, and to forward to each 
Town their remaining quota; and the me n that m ay now 
enlist may be assured, that they shall hive TIFerty" to be 
under the command of such officer as may Tie appointee! by 
the Committee of Safety, until the particular Regiment 
and Companies are completed ; and the utmost care will be 
taken to make every soldier happy in being under good 
officers. ' ' '- "■-— "=^=^~ -— ;— 

On the twenty-fourth of April it was resolved that the 
inhabitants of Chelsea and Maiden be, and 'Hereby 'ire ab- 
solutely forbidden to fire upon or otherwise injure any Sea- 
men belonging to the. Navy, under the command of Admiral. 
Graves, unless fired upon by them,untirthe saicTinhabitants 
of Chelsea and Maiden receive orders from tbjs Committee, 
or the General of the Provincial Forces, so to do : 

Resolved, That the. Resolve of the twenty-fourth insfant, 
respecting thejnhabitants of Chelsramd Maiden, be recon- 
sidered, and ordered that It be immediately remandeTiy also, 

Resolved, That the inhabitants of Chelsea and Maiden 
be hereby desired to put themselves in the best sta.te~oT7le- 
fence, and exert the~same t in such manner, as, under their 
circumstances, their judgments may direct. 

The following Warrant, for supplying an Express on the 
Colony service, was issued : * : 

" To all Innkeepers, Taverners, and other persons whom 
it may concern: "_ 

" You are desired to furnish the bearer, Mr. John GiU, 
with all necessaries upon his journey to, and return from 
Rhode- Island, as also with horses, if necessary, and to ex- 
hibit your accounts to the Committee of Safety for this 
Colony, he being an Express in the Colony service." 

The following Certificate was given to Doctor Ronot : 

" In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, ) 
-■ "- "April 26,1775. 4 

" Doctor Nathaniel Bond, of Marblehca c/, liaying been 
charged before this Committee; with .having acted an un- 
friendly part to this Colony, the said Committee appointed 
Joseph Warren, Esq., Colonel Thos. Gardner, and Lieut. 
Colonel Joseph Palmer, as a Court of Inquiry, to" examine 
witnesses in the case, and hear and determine, the same ; and 
upon full inquiry into the case, they are clearly of opinion 
that said Bond's general behaviour has Tieen friendly to 
American liberty ; and though he may Have discovered nn 
imprudent degree of warmth in sonreinstances, yet we do 
not .find any proof of an inimical temper or disposition to 
this Country, and therefore. recommerrd him to the esteem 
and friendship of his Country t that (as the errour which 
occasioned his being brought before this Committee appears 
to have been altogether involuntary, and was such as seve- 
ral of our most firm friends were led into, by false rumours 
spread, of the transactions of the nineteenth instant) no im- 
pressions to the Doctor's disadvantage may remain on the 

minds of any person whatsoever, . '... : _.. ;„ _ 

"Joseph Warren, Chairman." 
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_. ._ _ April 27, 1775. 

Resolved, That Captain Derby be directed, and he here- 
by is directed, to make for Dublin, or any good port in Ire- 
land y axid from thence to cross to Scotland or England, and 
hasten to London. This direction is, that so he may escape 
all cruisers that may be in the chops of the Channel, to 
stop the communicating of the Provincial intelligence to 
the Agent. 

Voted, That it is the sense of this Committee that it 
would promote the service, if two Majors be appointed to 
each oflthe general officers' Regiments, and that it be re- 
commended accordingly to the Provincial Congress. 

A Letter, dated twenty-sixth instant, was sent to the 
Colony of Rhode-Island; and another, of the same tenouf, 
was sent to the Colony of Connecticut. 

Ordered, That Colonel John Glover take such effectual 
metho ds fo r the prevention of intelligence being carried on 
board tfje TMely, sbip-of-war, Captain Bishop, command- 
er, now lying in the harbour of Marblehead, or any other, 
as may have a tendency to injure the most important cause 
we are engaged in, and that he take such effectual methods 
for carrying this order into execution, as shall appear best 
calculated to effect this purpose. 

April 28, 1775. 
.;_ Voted, To recommend to the Colony Congress, now sit- 
ting in Watertown, and it is recommended accordingly, to 
riiake an establishment for Post-Riders between the Massa- 
chusetts Forces and the Tow.n of Worcester. 

AJso_that_the said Congress take such order as they may 
think proper, to prevent any Town or District taking any 
notice ofhisJExcellency General Gage's precepts for call- 
ing a General Assembly. 

Doctor Warren was appointed to give the sentiments of 
this Co mmittee on __Lord Dartmouth's Circular Letter to 
the other Governments. 

Voted, That Mr. President Langdon be, and he hereby 
is appointed Chaplain of the Army in Cambridge, pro tern., 
and" that he be furnished with a copy of this vote. 

Major Brown was appointed to give such repairs to the 
Cannon at Waltham, as may be judged proper. 

Ordered, That the Commissary-General be directed to 
provide Quarters for about one hundred and fifty men from 
Connecticut, under the command of Major Rrown. 
. Voted, That it is the sense of this Committee that no 
Enlisting Orders be hereafter given out, unless a written 
order fs^ received from the respective Colonels. 

Voted, That for the future, no order go out, to any men 
thailive in New-York Government, or any other Govern- 
ment, for the enlisting of men for the service of this Prov- 
ince. _ . 

Ordered, That the Cannon now in Medford joe immedi- 
ately brought to this Town, under the direction of Captain 
Foster. 

Voted, That General Thomas be desired to distribute 
the. Orders which he has received, some time since, for 
enlisting a Regiment, to such Captains as he_ thinks proper. 
MvJSenderson Inches, who left Boston this day, attended, 
and Informed jhe Committee that the inhabitants of Boston 
had agreed with the General, to have liberty to leave Bos- 
toil with their effects, provided that they lodged their Arms 
with the Selectmen of that Town, to be by them kept 
during the present dispute ; and that agreeable to said agree- 
ment, the inhabitants had, on the yesterday, lodged seven- 
teen h u imTr ecP an cT si ven ty-eight Fire-Arms, six hundred 
and_, thirty-four Pistols, nine hundred and seventy-three 
Bayonets, and thirty-eight Blunderbusses, with their Se- 
lectmen. -.....•: 

VoJeol^That Doctor Warren, Colonel Palmer, and Mr. 
Watson, he a Sub-Committee, to take the state of Boston 
into co nsideratio n, and report as soon as may be. 

April 29, 1775.' 
A VfitjLgf Provincial Congress was read, respecting the 
remOyaLof tils inhabitants pi Boston ; whereupon Colonel 
OfM, Mr. Dcvens, and Captain White, were appointed a 
Sub-Committee, to take the matter into consideration, and 
reports soon as may be, „ 

Vote d,Th ~a.t orders be sent into the neighbouring Towns, 
requmng oneShaTToTihe Militia to be; immediately sent 
into Roxhtry and Cambridge, as a re-enforcement to our 



Army, and that the rest of the inhabitants hold themselves 
in readiness to march at a minute's warning; also, 

Voted, That Mr. Watson, Captain White, and Colonel 
Gardner, be a Sub-Committee to report the Towns to be 
sent to, the destination of the re-enforcements, and the ex- 
presses to be despatched. 

Voted, That the Secretary be directed to empower Ex- 
presses to press as many Horses as they may have occasion 
for. 

Voted, That the Committee of Supplies, at Watertoicn, 
be directed to attend this Committee immediately, and that 
the Secretary write them accordingly. 

Upon information that the supplies of Powder and Ball 
at Watertown were in the keeping of the Commissary- 
General, 

Voted, That General Ward be desired to apply to the 
Commissary for such a quantity of said Stores as he may 
have occasion for. . 

Voted, That Dr. Isaac Foster be directed and empower- 
ed to remove all the sick and wounded, whose circumstan- 
ces will admit of it, into the Hospital, and to supply proper 
beds and bedding, clothing, victuals, and furniture, with 
every other article that he shall judge proper for said Hos- 
pital, and that this be a sufficient order for him to draw on 
the Commissary for such articles as he can supply, and to 
draw orders on the Commissary for the payment of what- 
ever expenses are necessary, for procuring the above-men- 
tioned articles. -.-.^-_ 

Voted, That the Secretary desire Messrs. Halls, printers, 
at Salem, to print three hundred Letters, to be sent to the 
several Towns in the Province. ...._. 

Captain Benedict Arnold, with a Company, being ar- 
rived here from Connecticut, ' 

Ordered, That the Commissary-General be directed to 
provide suitable Quarters for said Company. 

Upon motion made, Voted, That orders be given to Gen. 
Thomas for seizing Governour Hutchinson's Papers. 

A Letter from General Thomas, respecting some Compa- 
nies of Minute-Men at Dartmouth, was read ; whereupon, 

Voted, That Colonel Orne, Co}one\_Pajmer, and Colo- 
nel Gardner, Tae a Sub-Committee to co'nsider and give di- 
rections relative to the General's j-equest^ 

A Letter from Colonel Hancock, now at Worcester, was 
read; vvhereupon, - ' , ;— ., 

Voted, That four reams of Paper be immediately ordered 
to Worcester by Mr, Barber, hx the use of Mr. Thomas, 
printer, he to be accountable, ._ •■^-■j---— 

Letter from Medford read ; whereupon, Voted, That the 
Company now raised, hold themselvesin readiness to march 
at a .minute's warning; remaining in Medford till further 
orders. ,; _ 

The S u b-Committee on Gen. ThomaslsJljeUeT, report- 
ed, that it be ordered that Capt. Nathaniel [Richmond, with 
any other Captain that can bring into the camp fifty-six 
men, including Sergeants, that will enlist into the service of 
this Colony, shall have the encouragement giveir by the 
Provincial Congress, and shall immediately enter into pay 
upon their enlistment. The critical situation of ourpublick 
affairs demand the utmost exertion of the friends of Ame- 
rica, and should remissness now appear, the consequences 
may be fatal. 

Voted, That Mr. Watson be desired to make, inquiry 
with respect to the Colony Arms not in use, and that Cap- 
tain Gutteridge, of the Indian Company, have such a num- 
ber as is desired. 

Voted, That Colonel Gerrish be desired to sendjVI ajor 
Dunbar, now a prisoner at. Head-Quarters, jo Wobtirn, 
under a strong guard, and order him to be thereTsept in safe 
custody, till further orders from this Committee. 

Voted, That Captain Hill and Company be furnished 
with Provisions at any tavern they see fit to call at, in con- 
veying Major Dunbar to a place of safety, at the expense 
of the Province. : ..-.-.-"..,.=....- 

Voted, That Captain Brown, of ' Watertown^be desired, 
upon any advice of the Troops coming out, to order the 
Cannon to a place of safety, and that for that purpose he be 
empowered, to press horses, cattle, &c. 

April 30, 1775. 
Captain Benedict Arnold, captain of a Company from 
Connecticut, attended, and reports, that there are at Ticon- 
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deroga eighty pieces of heavy cannon, twenty pieces brass 
cannon, from four to eighteen-pounders, and ten or twelve 
mortars ; at Skenesborough, on the South Bay, three or 
four pieces of brass cannon ; the Fort, in a ruinous condition, 
is supposed to have about forty or forty-five men, a number 
of small arms, and considerable stores. A sloop of seventy 
or eighty tons on the lake. 

Voted, That an order be given to Major Bigelow, de- 
siring^him to have the Province Arms, either in Worcester 
or Concord, immediately brought to this Town. 

Voted, That Mr. John Chandler Williams be directed 
to attend this Committee, that he may be employed as an 
Express. 

Voted, That the Committee appointed yesterday, to 
consider the state of the Town of Boston, be now desired 
to sit, and form a plan for the liberation of the inhabitants. 

The Sub-Committee, on the removal of the inhabitants 
from Boston, reported ; which report was accepted, and Dr. 
Warren, Col. Palmer, and Col. Orne, were appointed to 
wait upon the Congress with the proposals. 

Voted, That two Offices be opened to deliver permits for 
such persons" as desire to enter Boston with their effects. 

Voted, That Colonel Samuel Gerrish be appointed to 
the office of granting permits, at the house of Mr. John 
Greaton, of Roxbury. 

Voted, That Colonel William Henshaio be appointed to 
the office of granting permits, at the sign of the Sun, in 
Charlestown, 

The following Orders were delivered to Col. Gerrish: 

■" You are. hereby empowered, agreeably to a vote of the 
Provincial Congress, to grant liberty that any of the in- 
habitants of this Colony, who may incline to go into Bos- 
ton with their effects, fire-arms and ammunition excepted, 
have toleration for that "purpose, and that they be protected 
from any injury or insult whatsoever in their removal to 
Boston. The following form of a permit is for your govern- 
ment, the blanks of which you are to fill up with the names, 
and number of the persons, viz : 

" Permit A. B., the bearer hereof, with his family, con- 
sisting of . . . persons, with his effects, fire-arms and am- 
munition excepted, to pass unmolested into the Town of 
Boston, between sunrise and sunset. 

" By order of the Provincial Congress : 

■ "Joseph Warren, Cleric, pro tern." 

Voted, That Andrew Craigie be appointed to take care 
of the Medical Stores, and to deliver them out as ordered 
by this Committee ; and that the Secretary make out his 
commission accordingly. 

Voted, That it be recommended by this Committee to the 
Council of War, that Mr. Joseph Pierce Palmer be appoint- 
ed to the post of Quarter-Master General of the Army. 

Whereas, proposals have been made by General Gage, 
to the inhabitants of the Town of Boston, for the removal 
of their persons and effects into the country, excepting 
their arms and .ammunition : _ 

Resolved, That any of the inhabitants of this Colony, 
who may incline to go into the Town of Boston with their 
effects, fire-arms and ammunition excepted, have tolera- 
tion for that purpose, and that they be protected from any 
injury or insult whatsoever; this Resolve to be immediately 
published. 

May 1, 1775. 

Voted, That the Quarter-Master General be directed 
to clear that Chamber in Stoughton College, occupied by 
S. Parsons, for a Printing Office for Messrs. Halls. 

Whereas, many of our brethren of the Colonies of Con- 
necticut and Rhode-Mand are now with us, to assist in 
this day of publick and general distress, in which we are 
all deeply concerned.: and, whereas, our brethren of said 
Colonies have brought with them some of the Paper Cur- 
rencies of their respective Colonies, which have not of late 
had a currency with us, and for want of which our com- 
mon interest may greatly suffer : 

Resolved, That said Paper Currencies shall, from and 
after the date hereof, be paid and received within this 
Colony, in all payments, to all intents and purposes, in 
the same proportion to silver as the same are paid and 
received within .the respective Colonies by which the same 
have been issued. 



Resolved, That Col. Palmer be a Committee to inquire 
into the matter, to find what Colonies have such Currencies, 
to alter the Resolve agreeably thereto, and to present the 
same to the honourable Congress for their consideration. 

Voted, That the Reverend Mr. Gordon have free access 
to the Prisoners detained at Worcester and elsewhere, and 
that all civil Magistrates and others be aiding and assist- 
ing him in examining and taking depositions of them and 
others. 

May 2, 1775. 

Doctor Warren, Colonel Palmer, and Colonel Gardner, 
were appointed a Sub-Committee to confer with General 
Ward, relative to the proposal made by Colonel Arnold, 
of Connecticut, for an attempt upon Ticonderoga . 

A number of Recantations, from the Town of Marble- 
head, having been laid before the Committee for their opin- 
ion as to the propriety of receiving them : 

Voted, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
said Recantations be received, and that the persons making 
them be made acquainted with the Proclamation lately 
issued by Congress, respecting those who may incline to 
get into Boston ; and that it be recommended, to the inhab- 
itants of this Province that they be protected from all inju- 
ries or insults whatsoever, so long as they adhere to their 
several Recantations, now before this Committee, and con- 
tinue to assist and abide by their: Country, and the inhabit- 
ants of Marblehead in particular, in the important dispute 
between Great Britain and, America, ". . _" 7 . 

Voted, That two Muster-Masters be appointed, one at the 
Camp in Cambridge, and one at the Camp in Roxbury. 

Voted, That General Thomas be desired to give such 
orders respecting the Whale-Boats at Falmouth, and other 
parts southward, as he may judge proper. : 

Voted, That the Massachusetts Congress be desired 
to give an order upon the Treasurer for the immediate 
payment of one hundred Pounds, in cash ; and also order 
two hundred pounds of Gunpowder, two hundred weight 
of Lead Balls, and one thousand Flints, and also ten 
Horses, to be delivered unto Captain Benedict Arnold, 
for the use of this Colony, upon a certain servrce^pproved 
of by the Council of War: said Arnold to bejiccountable 
for the same, to this or some future Congress, or House of 
Representatives of this Colony. 

Voted, That two Companies be raised in Braintrce, for 
the immediate defence of the sea-coast of said Town ;.the 
said Companies to be joined to such. Regiment in future as 
they may be ordered to, should there he occasion, or dis- 
charged from service as soon as the publick good would 
admit of it ; and that Colonel Thayer be furnished with 
two sets of enlisting papers for this purpose. 

Voted, That General Thomas be, and he hereby is 
directed and empowered to stop the Trunks. mentioned to 
be in Colonel Taylor's hands, until this Committee send 
some proper persons to examine their contents.. ... . _ 

Resolved, That agreeably to a Vote of Congress, Gen- 
eral Thomas be directed and empowered to appoint suit- 
able persons to accompany such people into the icountry as 
may be permitted to bring their effects into Boston, upon 
the conditions mentioned in the Proclamations posted up, 
and that General Thomas give such general orders as he 
may judge the common safety' requires. ~ . - - - ■ 

Voted, That Colonel Arnold, appointed to a secret ser- 
vice, be desired to. appoint two Field-Officers, Captain's, 
&c, to be allowed the same pay during their continuance 
in service as is established for officers and privates oF the 
same rank, who are ordered by the Congress of Massachu- 
setts-Bay to be raised for the defence of the. rights and 
liberties of America; the officers and privates to be .dis- 
missed by Colonel Arnold, or the Committee of Safety, 
whenever they shall think proper. 

Voted, That the Committee of Supplies be desired to 
procure ten Horses for Colonel Arnold, to be employed on 
a special service. 

Voted, That Mr. Isaac Bradish, Keeper of the Prison 
in Cambridge, be supplied with Provisions, out. of ibe_Colo- 
ny Stores, for the support of the Prisoners under his care, 
who have or may be committed by the orders of the Coun<- 
cil of War, or this Committee, . . _. . ..!_ _"__'.__;_- . 

The Quarter-Master General having informed that some 
persons unknown had made spoil of Liquors in. the cellars 
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fcf General Brattle, and Mr. Borland, and others; where- 
upon, 

Voted, That he be directed to take possession of those 
Liquors, and other Stores, immediately, in all the houses 
which are deserted, and that a particular account of such 
stores be taken, and they then be committed to the care of 
the Commissary-General. 

;:..-"■■;■___. . . . May 3, 1775. 

Voted, That two Companies be raised in the Towns of 
Maiden and Chelsea, for the defence of the sea-coast of 
said Towns, the said Companies to be joined to such Regi- 
ments in future as they may be ordered to, should there be 
occasrorr, or discharged from service as soon as the publick 
good will admit of it. 

Voted, That the Quarter-Master General be directed to 
pay the strictest attention, that the Household Furniture, 
of those persons who have taken refuge in the Town of 
Boston, may be properly secured, and disposed of in places 
of safety. 

The following Orders were given Colonel Arnold, rela- 
tive to an attempt upon Ticonderoga, viz : 

To Benedi£t^~Arn<rfd,, Esquire, commander of a body of 
"^.Troops on an expedition to subdue and take possession 
• of the Tort oTTicohderoga : 

Sib: Confiding in your judgment, fidelity, and valour, 
we do, by these presents, constitute and appoint you Col- 
onel and Commander-in-Chief over a body of men, not 
exceeding four hundred, to proceed with__all expedition to 
the Western parts of this and the neighbouring Colonies, 
Where you are directed to enlist those men, and with them 
•forthwith, to march to the Fort at Ticonderoga, and jise 
"your best endeavours to reduce the same, taking possession 
of the cannon, mortars, stores, Sic, upon the Lake; you 
are, to .bring bacK with you such of the cannon, mortars, 
stores, &c, as you shall judge may be serviceable to the 
Army here, leaving behind what may be necessary to 
sejjufe that, post, with a sufficient garrison ; you are to pro- 
Cu^e^uitable^ovisions and stores for the Army, and draw 
■upton' trie Committee, of Safety for the amount thereof, and 
to act in every exigence, according to your best skill and 
discretion, forthe publick interest, for which this shall be 
your.sufficient warrant. 

..v*-/' ; '> : "- ? ."'ff/?sj. Church, Jun., for Com. of Safety. 
By order: William Cooper, Secretary. 

CamEESTge, May"?;' 1775.' 



Voted, That William Cooper, Junior, be appointed a 
Clerk to this Committee, in the room of Mr. Palmer, 
appointed Quarter-Master General ; Samuel Cooper was 
added as an Assistant. 

Voted, That a Chest of Medicines be removed from 
hence to Roxbury, under the care of General Thomas. 

There having been eight Guns sent in for the use of the 
Colony, Colonel Whitcomb and General Heath were ap- 
pointed to appraise the same, who rejDorted as follows, viz : 
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- Memorandum. — Colonel Jonathan Ward gave a receipt 
for the above Guns, for which he made himself accountable, 
which receipt is entered in the Minute-Book. 

A Letter was reported for the Inhabitants of Sew-York; 
which was accepted, and a copy of the same puYon file. 

Draught of a Letter to the Governourand Company of 
Rhode-Island, respecting the sending a number of Troops 
immediately, was reported ; whereupon, 

Voted, That the same be accepted, and transmitted by 
an express. 

Voted, That a Sub-Committee may be appointed to 
wait upon the Council of War to recommend iheir giving 
orders for a return of the enlisted^merr, and that they will 
take order that such men as are enlisted, may be admitted 
to join the Camp with all expedition, that so such men: as 
are far from home, and do not intend to .enlist, may have 
leave to depart as soon as it can be done with safety to the 
Colony. / - ■" .,-*--- 

Voted, That Colonel Gardner be appointed to lay this 
Vote before the Council of War.. 

Voted, That it be recommended to the Council.of War, 
that six Companies of each of the two Regiments to be 
raised in the County of Plymouth, be ordered to join the 
Army at Roxbury, as soon, as they are completed ; and that 
the four other Companies of each of said Regiments, which 
may be raised most contiguous to the sea-coast of said 
„•■■,,■■ 7 mi i tt i , , r County, be retained for the immediate defence of said sea- 

ffloved and voted. That the Vote ^passed the second of c " oa8lj t0 be regulated by the Colonels oFsaTrRl^iments, 
May, Tesjrectmg the raising of two Companies in Brain- until further orders. _.. .'t-,-'*:-- :_;:-.._? :=. 



tree, be reconsidered, and that the copy of said Vote, 
together with the two. Enlisting Papers, be ordered to be 
returned Into the, hands of said Committee of Safety ; 

And whereas, a Petition from the Towns of Braintree, 
. Weymouth, and Hingham, hath this day been presented to 
this. Committee, setting forth the exposed situation of those 
Towns, and praying for such relief and protection as may 
be thought proper : therefore, 

Voted, That the Town of Braintree be hereby empow- 
ered to raise one Company, the Town of Hingham another 
Company, and the Town of Weymouth half of one Com- 
pany, for the immediate defence of the sea-coasts of said 
Towns: r the said Two Companies and a half to be joined 
to such Regiment in future as they may be ordered to, 
should there be occasion, or discharged from service on the 
last day of December next, or sooner, if the publick safety 
will admit of Tt, and that, the Selectmen of said Towns be 
furnished with a copy of this Vote, and one set of Beating 
Orders, respectively. 

' - T ■ '-. ■'-:- ':.', ■ '-.-. ; . ^ , May 4,1775. 

Resolved, as the opinion of this Committee, That the 

fiublick good of this Colony requires that Government in 
iiir form ought to be taken up immediately, and that a 
copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the Congress now 
sitting at Watertown. 

The Sub-Committee reported the draught of a Letter to 
the GoyernoiiT arid Company of the Colony of Connecti- 
cut, requesting the speedy march of three or four thousand, 
of their rneri ; which was accepted, and ordered, that a fair 
copy be transmitted immediately. 



Voted, That Colonel Palmer and Colonel Cushing be 
appointed to lay the foregoing Vote before said Council, 

Advice being received that a number of Transports with 
Troops are just arrived at Boston from England, Doctor 
Church, Colonel Palmer, and Mr. Sevens,' were appointed 
to confer with the Council of War upon the occasion. 

Voted, That Colonel Bricket be desired jo take posses- 
sion of all the Arms and Ammunition that he shall find in 
Mr. Borland's house, and bring them to Head-Quarters. 

May 7, 1775. 

Whereas, it appears to this Committee, that great uneasi- 
ness may arise in the Army by the appointment of Sur- 
geons who may not be agreeable to the Officers and Sol- 
diers in their respective Regiments : therefore, 

Voted, That it be recommended to the Congress to 
allow the Colonel of each Regiment to nominate the Sur- 
geon for his Regiment ; the said Surgeon to nominate his 
Mate ; and, unless there is some material objection made 
against them, that they be accordingly appointed. 

Mr. George Babcock % charged with the care of a House, 
having complained that ceitain persons had come to said 
House, and taken from thence considerable Furniture: 

Voted, That this complaint be referred to Congress, and 
that Mr. Cushing be desired to accompany said Babcock 
there ; and that the above Vote lie sent to the Council of 
War for their approbation ; which Vote being sent, it was 
approved of accordingly. 

' Resolved, That it be, and hereby is recommended to 
the Selectmen and Committee of Correspondence for the 
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Town of Sudbury, that they use their utmost influence 
that the effects of Colonel Ezra Taylor, of that Town, 
be secured from any injury whatsoever. 

Ordered, That the Selectmen and the Committee of 
Correspondence for the Town of Chelsea, be desired to 
take such effectual methods for the prevention of any Pro- 
visions being carried into the Town of Boston, as may be 
sufficient for that purpose. 

May 9, 1775. 

Moved and Voted, That the Congress be desired to di- 
rect their Secretary to furnish this Committee with copies 
of all such Resolves as have passed the Congress, any 
ways relative to the duty enjoined this Committee ; and 
as the circumstances of this Colony are very different from 
what they were at their first appointment, the Committee 
would represent to the Congress that they apprehend it ne- 
cessary that the whole of their duty may be comprised in 
a new commission. 

The Council of War having determined that two thou- 
sand men are necessary to re-enforce the Army now at Rox- 
bury, and that if possible the re-enforcement be brought into 
camp the ensuing night, this Committee took the vote of 
the Council of War into consideration : Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Commanding Officers of the Town 
of Dorchester, Dedham, Newton, Watertown, Waltham, 
Roxbury, Milton, Braintree, Brookline, and Needham, im- 
mediately muster one-half of the Militia, and all the Minute- 
men under their command, and march them forthwith to the 
Town of Roxbury, for the strengthening of the camp there. 

A Firelock of Mr. Borland's was appraised by Colonel 
Palmer and Colonel Orne, at forty shillings, and delivered 
Colonel Sergeant, for which he is to be accountable. 

A Vote passed, recommending it to the Provincial Con- 
gress, that a Court of Inquiry be appointed for the trial of 
accused persons. 

Voted, That Daniel Taylor, of Concord, be desired to 
send down to Cambridge about sixty Oars for boats, from 
twelve to sixteen feet in length. 

May 10, 1775. 

Voted, That one Company of men be raised by the 
District of Cohasset, for the immediate defence of the sea- 
coast of said District, the said Company to be joined to 
such Regiment in future as they may be ordered to, should 
there be occasion, or discharged from service, as soon as the 
publick good will permit it. 

Voted, That Nathan Cushing, Esq., be desired forth- 
with to engage four Armourers for the service of this Col- 
ony, and order them immediately to repair to the Town of 
Cambridge, with their tools and other matters necessary 
for that purpose. 

Whereas, the Council of War are of opinion, that many 
Batteaus, Whale-boats, and other vessels, will immediately, 
or very soon be wanted in Charles River, and other places ; 
and as there are not a sufficient number of such vessels to 
be now obtained ; it .is, therefore, 

Resolved, That it would be of publick utility to have 
one or more Master Carpenters immediately engaged in 
that service ; and that this Resolve be immediately sent to 
Congress for their consideration. 

Mr. JJaniel Taylor, of Concord, is empowered to im- 
press a Carriage or Carriages for the bringing down Oars 
from that Town to Cambridge. 

Voted, That Orders be issued to the Colonels of the 
several Regiments, to repair, with the men they have en- 
listed, to Cambridge, immediately. 

The Provincial Congress having resolved that the Gen- 
eral Officers be directed forthwith to call in all the Soldiers 
who are enlisted in the service of this Colony ; and that 
they give immediate orders to all the enlisted Soldiers, and 
all others now in the camp at Cambridge and Roxbury, 
that they do not depart till the further orders of the Con- 
gress: Whereupon, 

Voted, That the following Letter be immediately sent 
to the respective Colonels of the Army, viz : 

Cambridge, May 10, 1775. 

Sir: As we are meditating a blow against our restless 
enemies, we therefore enjoin you, as you would evidence 
your regard for your Country, forthwith, upon receipt of 



this order, to repair to the Town of Cambridge, with the 
men enlisted under your command.* We are, &tc. 

Voted, That the following Letter, sifgaed by Benjamin 
Church, Junior, as Chairman of this Coiwmiftee, be trans- 
mitted to Joseph Warren, Esq., President of the Congress, 
to be communicated, viz : 

Sir : Conformable to order of Congress, the Committee 
of Safety, with the Council of War, have issued orders to 
the several Colonels, a copy of which we enclose you. 
Upon receiving the Return, those who have completed 
their Regiments will be commissioned, agreeably to the 
direction of Congress. Those who find it impracticable to 
fill their Companies, must be incorporated into other_ de- 
fective Regiments, which is the only plan the Committee 
find themselves able to suggest on this emergency; but 
should there finally be a deficiency, enlisting orders must 
be given to others. Yours, Sic. 

On a motion made and seconded, Ordered, That Wil~ 
Ham Goodwin have orders to fetch a number of Boats from 
Charlestown, and likewise orders to press Teams for the 
same purpose. 

Mr. WiWam Goodwin, of Charlestown, was directed 
and empowered to take possession of a number of Boats 
now at Charlestown, and likewise to press Teams wherever 
they may be found, to convey said Boats to Cambridge, 
directing the owners of such Teams to transmit their ac- 
counts to this Committee. 

Voted, That Mr. Watson be directed and. empowered 
to remove to Cambridge the Boats now in Menotomy River, 
and to impress what Carriages may be necessary. 

The Commanding Officers of the neighbouring Regi- 
ments were directed forthwith to repair to the Town of 
Cambridge, with the men enlisted under their command. 

The following Orders, relative to furnishing one of the 
Expresses with Provisions, Horses, &c, were issued, viz : 

" To all Innkeepers, Taverners, and other persons whom it 
may concern : - 

" You are desired to furnish the bearer, Mr. John Chandler 
Williams, with all necessaries upon his journey and return ; 
as also with horses, if necessary, and to exhibit the; ac- 
counts to the Committee of Safety for this Colony, as he is 
now upon the Country service." 

May 11, 1775. 

Voted, That Mr. William Cooper, Junior, be and he 
hereby is appointed a Clerk to Doctor Warren, President 
of the Congress. 

In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, ) 
May 11, 1775, \ 

Whereas, this Committee, as also the Council of War, 
is frequently interrupted in very important business, by 
hearing and determining matters relative to persons sup- 
posed enemies to this Country, under various circumstances, 
and other matters in which the publick good is affected, 
which obstructs proceedings : Therefore, 

Resolved, That this Committee apprehend, that if the 
Provincial Congress of this Colony would erect a Court of 
Inquiry, to hear and determine all such cases as relate to 
persons apprehended and brought before them as enemies 
to American liberty, and other cases~which concern the 
publick good, it would be of great publick advantage ; and 
therefore, 

Resolved, That this Vote be immediately transmitted to 
said Congress for their consideration. 

William Cooper, Secretary. 

* May 8, 1775. — An old Campaigner says, lie knows by the move- 
ments, that there is a stroke meditated somewhere, likely to be to-night ; 
he thinks, a feint at the Neck to divert, and a large body to takejhe 
ground on Dorchester Neck. _ . . 

He advises to send a large body on Dorchester Neck, so as not to be 
discovered from the Town, every night, and have a strong body in 
Roxbury. If they should observe the Troops landing on Dorchester 
Neck, to have force sufficient to cut them off entirely. We in Town 
know nothing, nor are able to communicate, as the Tories and Troops 
are very vigilant. ... — — 

May 10, 1775. — Elijah Shaw declares, that General Gage's officers 
have said in his hearing, that they shall soon come out^and that. a sol- 
dier requested him to convey him into the coiintry, for the Troops 
would soon make a push either towards Dorchester Neck Qv_Chelsea; 
but he refused. Further declares that Earl Percy swears he will be 
revenged on some of our men ; and further says that the Troops have 
robbed him of eleven cows, three calves, a yearling heifer, forty-eight 
sheep, sixty-one lambs, four hogs, and poultry, Iiay five tons, and almost 
all his furniture. - -.~-—~.. -_.—_;.-_■.-.= 
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In Committee of Safety, Cambrilge, May 11, 1775. 

The Captains William Goodridge and Charles De Bell 
have applied to this Committee for assistance in Cash, to 
enable them to enlist two Companies from the western parts 
of this Colony, having liberty, as they say, from the Gen- 
eral, for that purpose. We, thinking that the matter ought 
to be laid before the Provincial Congress, have referred it 
accordingly. We are, &c. 

May 12, 1775. 

Voted, That Mr. Charles Miller be, and he hereby is 
appointed Deputy Commissary to Mr. Pigeon, Commis- 
sary-General. 

Voted, That orders be given to Mr. Clark, Boat-build- 
er, that he give such repairs to the Boats as may be judged 
necessary. ~ 

Voted, That Mr. Isaiah Thomas have Sixty Reams of 
Printing Crown Paper, and Eight Reams of Printing Demy 
Paper, supplied him by the Committee of Supplies, they 
taking his obligation to be accountable to the Colony for the 
amount thereof. 

Ordered, That Mr. Charles Miller be, and he hereby is 
empowered and directed to impress any Horse he may have 
occasion for on the service of the Province. 

Voted, That Mr. Joseph Cranch be, and he hereby is 
appointed one of the Armourers for the Colony Forces. 

The following is the Report of a Joint Committee ap- 
pointed by theT^ommittee of Safety and the Council of 
War, for the purpose of reconnoitring the Highlands in 
Cambridge and Charlestown, viz : 

We have carefully examined the lands, and their situa- 
tion, in regard of annoying and preventing the enemy from 
passing into the country from Boston, and are of opinion 
that the Engineers be directed to cause a Breastwork to be 
raised nea.r the bridge, by the Red House, at the head of 
the Creek, near the road from Cambridge to Charlestown, 
on the south side of said road ; also, a Breastwork raised 
at the north side of the road, opposite to the said R ed 
House, and run in the same line as the fence now stands, 
upon the declivity of the hill there ; also, a Redoubt on the 
top of the hill, where the guard-house now stands, and three 
or four nine-pounders planted there; also, a strong Re- 
doubt raised on Bunker's Hill, with cannon planted there, 
to annoy the enemy coming out of Charlestown, also, to 
annoy them going by water to Medford. When these are 
finished, we apprehend the country will be safe from all 
sallies of the enemy in that quarter. AH which is humbly 

submitted. 

Benjamin Church, 

Chairman of Sub-Committee from Committee of Safety. 

William Henshaw, 

Chairman of Sub- Committee from Council of War, 

The Committee of Safety having taken the foregoing 
Report into consideration, apprehend the matter not to 
belong to them officially ; and although they are persuaded 
the Highlands above-mentioned are important, yet, not 
being the proper judges what works are necessary to be 
constructed to make said posts tenable, are of opinion that 
the determination of this matter rests solely with the Coun- 
cil of Waft Benjamin Church, Jr., Chairman- 
Ordered, That this Report be sent up to the Council 
of War. 

The Council of War having sent in to this Committee, a 
proposal respecting the suspending the orders of Congress 
respecting the removal of the persons and effects of the 
Tories, and ordering the Crown Officers through the Con- 
tinent to.be apprehended : 

Resolved, That the recommendation of the Council of 
War, respecting the seizure of the servants and friends of 
Government, improperly so called, and keeping them in 
custody until General Gage shall have complied with the 
condition proposed by .him to the Town of Boston, and 
accepted by them, be referred to Congress, for their deter- 
mination- .thereon.. 

Voted, That this Committee adjourn to Congress, upon 
matteriTof great importance. 

~~ May 13, 1775. 

Voted, That Captafn Isaac Foster be recommended to 
the Council of War, as a suitable person to carry such 



Provisions into the Town of Charlestown, for the use of the 
inhabitants, as the General shall think proper to permit 
to be carried in. 

Voted, That General Thomas be desired to deliver out 
Medicines to such persons as he shall think proper, for the 
use of the sick Soldiers at Roxbury, until the Surgeons for 
the respective Regiments are regularly appointed. 

Voted, That the Provisions and Chest of Medicines be- 
longing to Madam Vassal, now under the care of Colonel 
Starks, be stored as Colonel Starts may direct, till further 
orders ; and that the other packages may pass into Boston 
or elsewhere. 

Ordered, That the Commissary-General, or his Depu- 
ty be, and he hereby is directed to supply Captain Ros- 
seter with Provisions for thirteen men for eight days, said 
men being discharged by recommendation of the Council of 
War, and order of this Committee. 

Whereas the Committee are informed, that a number of 
men enlisted into the Colony Army, under Colonel Jona- 
than Brewer, are now posted at Waltham, and are receiv- 
ing Provisions from the publick stores : 

Resolved, That the Commanding Officer of the Col- 
ony Forces be desired to order said enlisted men at Wal- 
tham, immediately to repair to Head- Quarters; and incase 
of refusal, that orders Be - given for the prevention of their 
being supplied with Provisions of any kind from the pub- 
lick Magazines. 

One Thomas Nicols, a negro, brought before this Com- 
mittee on account of his suspicious behaviour for some time 
past, having been examined : 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Council of 
War to commit said negro, until there be further inquiry 
into his conduct. 

Mr. Solomon Shaiu was appointed one of the Armour- 
ers for the Army, and General Thomas was desired to ac- 
commodate him with a suitable place at Roxbury, for car- 
rying on his business. 

Ordered, That Mr. Isaac B radish, Keeper of the Jail 
in Cambridge, be directed and empowered to confine one 
Thomas JSicols, negro, till further orders. 

May 14, 1775. 

Ordered, That the Commissary-General supply with 
Provisions for six days, four men of Captain Williams' 1 Com- 
pany, and three men of Captain Noble's Company : — these 
men came down with Colonel Patterson, and are returning 
home, being dismissed. ._ 

Voted, That Capt. John Currier have one set of Beating 
Orders for Colonel Fry's Regiment ; and in case it should 
not be consented to by the Colonel, he agrees to join that 
Regiment which shall be thought most convenient. 

Mr. ', Andrew Craigie, Commissary of the Medicine, Stores, 
Sec, was directed and empowered to impress Beds, Bedding, 
and other necessaries for the sick, as they may be wanted, 
giving the owners a receipt for such articles as he may take 
for the purpose aforesaid. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to. the. Committee 
of Supplies to engage ninety-se-ven barrels of Tar, in the 
Sloop Adventure, Samuel Foot master, just arrived at 
Salem from Virginia, it being apprehended that the ser- 
vice of the Colony requires said Tar being secured. 

A Vote of the Council of War, desiring a supply of 
Hoes and Brooms, was recommended to the Committee 
ofSuppliesbylhisCommitt.ee. 

The following was sent to the gentlemen the Selectmen 
of the Town of Lynn : 

Whereas Josiah Martin has, under guard, been brought 
before this Committee, to be inquired of touching his con- 
duct respecting his appearing in favour of carrying into 
execution the tyrannical designs of Administration for the 
enslaving of this Province: Upon examination of the_evi- . 
dences produced, 

Resolved, That the said Martin's conduct has, in some 
instances, been unfriendly to his Country ; but that on his 
being charged with the same, he has promised, with his life 
and fortune, to stand for the defence of his Country ; and 
that so long as he evidences this disposition by his conduct, 
and does not any more attempt to go into the Town of Bos- 
ton, that he be received into the favour of his countrymen, 
and that no insult or injury be offered him or his property. 
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The following Resolve, relative to the live-stock on the 
islands, near Boston, passed this Committee, viz : 

Resolved, As the opinion of this Committee, that all the 
live-stock be taken from Noddle's Island, Hog Island, and 
Snake Island, and from that part of Chelsea near the sea- 
cost, and be driven back. And that the execution of this 
business be committed to the Committee of Correspond- 
ence and Selectmen of the Towns of Medford, Maiden, 
Chelsea, and Lynn, and that they be supplied with such a 
number of men as they shall need, from the Regiment 
now at Medford. 

Resolved, That Colonel Palmer and Colonel Orne be 
directed to apply to the Committee of Supplies, at Water- 
town, for a particular account of the Ordnance and Mili- 
tary Stores, and where the same are deposited, agreeably 
to the request of the Council of War. 

Voted, That it is the opinion of this body, that all per- 
sons escaping from their imprisonment, in the Town of 
Boston, ought to be received and protected in the several 
Towns in this and the neighbouring Colonies, except such 
as are of principles inimical to the liberties of their Coun- 
try, who are not to be received but on their first recanting 
their said principles, and making their peace with their 
countrymen to the satisfaction of the Selectmen, Commit- 
tees of Inspection, &c, in the Town to which they shall 
apply : and that the wives and children of such persons who 
shall choose to remain in Boston with General Gage, may 
and ought to be treated with humanity and tenderness in the 
several Towns they may go to dwell in, during the present 
troubles, and by no means to suffer the least injury, or meet 
with the smallest mark of disrespect upon account of their 
said husbands or fathers. 

The Council of War, having recommended that forty 
persons of the Regiment commanded by Colonel Fellows 
have liberty to return to their several homes: 

Resolved, That they be dismissed accordingly, and that 
the Commissary-General be directed to supply said persons 
with six days' provisions, to serve them on their return home. 

This Committee, having been informed by the Commit- 
tee of Supplies that they had secured as much Naval Stores 
as Colonel GridJey of the Train had indented for: 

Voted, That Captain Foot be permitted to deliver the 
cargo, (Naval Stores not excepted,) agreeably to the bills 
of, lading he had signed for the same. 

'Voted, That Mr. William Hastens be, and he hereby 
is appointed first clerk to the Deputy Commissary-General. 

The Council of War having recommended that Captain 
Joseph Foster, Thomas Jenkins, James Lammans, John 
Rutherford, Jonathan March, J. Mensh, J. Simmins, J. 
Crost, of Colonel Porter's Regiment, who are not enlisted, 
may be dismissed, they were accordingly dismissed, and 
had an order on the Commissary-General for four days' 
provisions each. 

Voted, That Matthew Clark and five other persons, who 
are repairing the Boats brought to this Town, be supplied 
with Provisions while they are at work for the Colony. 

May 15, 1775. 
The Sub-Committee, appointed to apply to the Com- 
mittee of Supplies for a particular account of the Ordnance 
and Military Stores, reported, and handed into the Commit- 
tee the following List, viz : 

A hist of Military Stores under the care of Captain 
Foster, viz : 

At Cambridge ; — pick axes, 460 : hatchets, 23 : seven- 
inch shells, 298 : spades, 190: pieces of cannon 24 : axes, 
156 : boxes of grape shot, 41J : hogsheads of flints con- 
taining 75,000, .2: carpenter's tool chests, 2: boxes of 
axes, 4 : 4 barrels! cask leaden balls: boxes of small arm 
cartridges, 18 : barrels of bomb fuses, 1 : barrels of matches, 
1: chests of tin cannisters, 2: boxes of paper for car- 
tridges, 1 : nine-pound ball, 607: six-pound balls, 1123: 
four-pound ditto, 200: two-pound ditto, 800 : seven-inch 
shells, 298: twenTy-four pound ball, 122: three-pound 
ditto, 620 : No. 1 and 2 paper cartridges for cannon boxes, 
2: one barrel containing four tube cannisters, 16 straps, 4 
packs, 4 powder-horns, 5 skeins dry matches : 1 barrel of 
cannisters filled with langrage, but no cartridges affixed to 
them, for 6 pounders: 4 casks, marked, paper cartridges 
filled : 1 barrel, marked, 84 two-pound cartridges. 



Under the care of Colonel Barrett and Captain Hey- 
woojd. 
Musket balls, 9,000 : grape shot, 1,600 : bar lead, 700 : 
musket cartridges, about 3,000 weight: 3 barrels of band- 
ages. 

More at Cambridge, under the care of Captain Foster. 

2 casks of tubes : 1 barrel, marked, 60 cases with flan- 
nel cartridges for three pair single fortified guns : 2 barrels 
containing case shot, part fuses and tubes: 1 barrel con- 
taining a number of paper cartridges not filled : 2 casks of 
cases with flannel cartridges, marked I. T. T. 

Attest: Alexander Sjiepherd, Jun., 
By order of the Committee. 

Moved and Voted, That the original list of Military 
Stores be handed in to the Council of War ; and it was 
handed in accordingly. 

Voted, That the Hampshire Companies, now at Med- 
ford, if enlisted into this Colony's service, under Colonel 
Stark or Colonel Sargeant, and properly equipped, shall 
be provided with barracks ; those of them, if any, who are 
not, and do not choose to be enlisted, and are not equipped, 
are to be furnished with provisions for their return. 

Voted, That Captain 'John Walker of Worcester, who 
came down to this Committee for liberty to go into Bos- 
ton, upon the Proclamation issued By Congress, be appre- 
hended, and confined as a prisoner of war, he being a half 
pay officer, and under the orders of General Gage, and so 
not included in said Proclamation. " 

Upon a motion made, the question Was put, whether 
Colonel Phipps be permitted to have a Cow, Calf, and a 
load of Hay, go into the Town, of Boston; passed in the 
negative. 

Voted, That Captain Naler Hatch, with the Maiden, 
Company, be assigned to Colonel Gardner's Regiment; 
but they are to remain in Maiden until the special order of 
Colonel Gardner shall be received for their attendance 
elsewhere. 

Voted, That nine Indians, of Colonel Porter's Regi- 
ment, have liberty to return home, and that the Commis- 
sary-General be directed_ to furnish them with six days' 
Provisions for that purpose, the same having been recom- 
mended by the Council, of War. 

Upon the application of Lady Frankland* Voted, that 
she have liberty to pass into Boston with the following 
goods and articles for her voyage, viz : 

Six trunks ; 1 chest ; 3 beds and bedding ; 6 wethers ; 2 
pigs; 1 small keg of pickled tongues; some hay ; 3 bags 
of corn ; and such other goods as she thinks proper. 

The following permit was granted : 
To the Colony Guards : • - 

Permit Lady Frankland of ' Hopkinion, \v\i\\ her attend- 
ants, goods, and the provisions above mentioned, to pass to 
Boston, by express order of the Committee of Safety. 

Benjamin Church, Jun., Chairman. 

Head-Quarters, May 15, 1775. 

Voted, That the Letters and writings from New-York, 
via New-London, relative to the establishing a Post-Office 
and Riders, for the service of the Colony, be sent to the 
Congress. - ■ 

Voted, That John Tucker, of Colonel Porter's Regi- 
ment, be dismissed from the service, and that he be fur- 
nished by the Commissary with seven days' Provisions. 

Voted, That Jonathan Blaisdel, of Amesbury, be ap- 
pointed an Armourer for the Army. 

*HorKisTON, May 15, 1775.— Lady Frankland presents her com. 
plimonts to Doctor Warren, begs leave to acquaint him, she has sent in 
a list of things necessary for her voyage to England; begs he would 
use his interest with the Committee of Safety, that her request" may 
bo granted, which will lay Lady F. under a very great obligation to 
Doctor Warren, and on her return to New. England, if it js ever in her 
power, will return the obligation with thanks. 

HorKiNTON, May 15, 1775. — Lady Frankland presents her compli- 
ments to the Committee of Safety, begs leave to acquaint them, that 
according to their request, she has sent in a list of things necessary 
for her intended voyage, which obtained" Lady F. will esteem as a 
peculiar favour ; and begs she may have her pass foxThursday. 

A list of things for Lady Frankland: — Six trunks ;oTie_chest ;. three 
beds and "bedding; six wethers; two pigs; one small keg of pickled 
tongues; some hay; three bags of corn. . - . .- 
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Resolved, That Mr. Borland's house be appropriated 
for the use of the Committee of Safety ; and the Quarter- 
Blaster General is directed to provide Quarters for the 
Troops now lodged at said house. 

Voted, That the Quarter-Master General be directed 
to remove as many of the three Companies now at Mr. 
Borland's, to the" bouse of Doctor Kneeland, as the house: 
can accommodate, and that the three Companies in Mr. 
Vassal's house be placed at Mr. Foxcroft's house, and 
that Mr. Borland's house be cleared and. cleansed as soon 
as possible. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Honourable 
Congress, that "the 'Records of the Probate Office for the 
County of Middlesex, supposed to be at Mr. Danforth's 
and Doctor KneelancPs houses, be removed to Doctor Mi- 
nors, at Concord, and, that the Records of the County, at 
Mr. Foxcroft's office, be removed to said Minot's house. 

The following Certificate was delivered to Mr. John 
Goddard, viz : 

"This is to certify, that Mr. John Goddard has been 
appointed by the joint Committees of Safety and Supplies 
as Wagon-Master to this Colony, to convey such articles 
of Stores from one part" of this Colony to another as the 
publick exigencies shall require, under the direction of the 
Commissary-General and Ordnance Store Keeper, and that 
such other Wagoners or Drivers are to be employed, as 
he shall recommend for that purpose." 

The following Permit was given to Captain Walker: 

" Permit Captain John Walker, now on his parole of 
honour, to pass unmolested to his family at Worcester." 

Mr. John Goddard, Wagon-Master, was directed and 
empowered, in case of emergency, to impress such Wag- 
ons and Cattle as shall be requisite for the publick ser- 
vice. 

Voted, That the clearing Mr. Borland's and Mr. Vas-" 
sal's houses be suspended till further orders. 

Voted, That Thomas Austin, of Charlestown, be, and 
hereby is appointed an Armourer for the Army. 

Voted, That the above Vote, appointing Mr. Thomas 
Austin one of the Armourer for the Army, be, and hereby 
is reconsidered. 

May 1G. 1775. 

In a Letter from Colonel James Barrett, of this day, it 
is represented, that a prisoner_now at Worcester is a Paper- 
maker, and that Mr. James Boice, of Milton, is in want 
of such a person in his Paper Manufactory ; therefore, 

Resolved, That Colonel Barrett be, and he hereby is 
directed and empowered, to remove said prisoner from 
Worcester to said Boice 's Manufactory in Milton. 

Voted, That Captain Hill, and four men, with four pri- 
soners, have an order for Supplies on the Taverners and 
Innholders in the Towns they pass through. 

Whereas, it is recommended by the Council of War, 
that fifty-four Whale-Boats be immediately provided for 
the use of this Colony : 

Resolved, That a copy of said Vote of the Council of 
War be transmitted to the Committee of Supplies, and 
that they be desired to procure and place said Boats, agree- 
able to the recommendation of the Council of War. 

Voted, That Captain Butler be desired to furnish those 
men of his own Company with Arms, who are destitute 
thereof. 

By a Resolve of the Provincial Congress, the following 
is the establishment for ten Companies of Matrosses : 

Captain, - - -■- - £6 10s. Od. per month, 

Captain-Lieutenant, - 5 10 li 

First Lieutenant, - - 4 10 . " 

Two Second Lieutenants, each, 3 12 i( 

Sergeants, each, - - 2 10 " 

Corporals, each, - 2 6 " 

Six Bombadiers, each, - 2 4 6 " 

Six Gunners, each, - - 2 4 " 

Thirty-two Matrosses, each, 2 3 " 

Voted, That Colonel GridJey have one set of Beating 
Orders, for a Company of Matrosses. 

Voted, That Colonel Azor Qrne have one of the Col- 
lege Arms, he giving a receipt for the same, 



May 17', 1775. 

Whereas, it is determined, in Council of War, that ten 
Swivels be immediately provided for the use of the Army, 
and delivered in Camp, at Cambridge : 

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing Vote be trans- 
mitted to_the Committee of Supplies, and that they be 
desired to procure said Swivel-Guns accordingly. 

Resolved, That the three pieces of Cannon, with the 
Stores, now at Waltham, be immediately removed to Wa- 
tertown, near the bridge, by advice of the General ; and 
that Mr. El-bridge Gerry, one of the Committee of Sup- 
plies, be desired and empowered to remove the same. 

Ordered, That Colonel Ome, Doctor Church, and Col- 
onel Palmer, be a Committee to repair to the Provincial 
Congress, and request, that forthwith the duty of the Com- 
mittee of Safety be precisely stated, and that said Committee 
be empowered by Congress to conduct In such manner as 
shall tend to the advantage of the Colony ; and justify the 
conduct of said Committee, so far as their proceedings are 
correspondent with the trust reposed in them ; and to in- 
forrn the Congress, that until the path of their duty is 
clearly pointed out, they must be at a total loss how to 
conduct, so as to stand justified in their own minds, and in 
the minds of the people of this Colony. 

Mr. William B email, in Colonel Felloivs's Regiment, is 
appointed by this^Committee to act as an Armourer for the 
forces posted at. Roxbury. 

Resolved, That Mr. Joseph Austin, of Charlestown, be 
directed to attend upon the Committee of Safety, imme- 
diately. 

Voted, That Colonel Fellows be directed to procure a 
Shop and Tools, and every material necessary for an armour- 
er, at Roxbury, to work immediately in the Colony service. 

Voted, That the Commissary deliver Mr. Matthew 
Clark sixty Oars, for the use of this Colony. 

Voted, That the carrying any Hay into the Town of 
Boston, on account of John Borland, Esq., be suspended 
until further order from this Committee. 

Voted, That Mr. Stephen Hall be appointed to Inspect 
the College Walls, and see that they be kept in proper' 
repajr. 

Voted, That the Selectmen of Cambridge be directed 
to supply General Ward with four half barrels of Powder, 
for the use of this Colony. 

Whereas, General Gage has not kept his agreement with 
the inhabitants of the Town of Boston, but, notwithstand- 
ing his said agreement, has prevented, and even refused 
said inhabitants, with their effects, from moving into the" 
country : Therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Congress, 
that they rescind their Resolution of the 30th ultimo, per- 
mitting the inhabitants of this Colony to remove, with their 
effects, into the Town of Boston, which Resolution was 
founded upon said agreement. 

Resolved, That Colonel Ome and Colonel Palmer be 
directed to attend the Congress, with the above Resolve. 

Resolved, That in case of an alarm, this Committee will 
repair to Coolidge's Tavern, in Watertown. 

Upon a motion made, Voted, That Captain How be 
directed to restore the six sets of Enlisting Papers, which 
he this day took out without the. consent of the Commit- 
tee, by a fraud practised upon the Chairman.^ 

Voted, That application be made, to his Excellency 
General Ward, that he would order Edward How under 
guard, until this Committee can have a full hearing of his 
case. ' ." '."'.'"' 

Whereas, one Mr. MeUicant, of Waltham, who is an 
officer in His Majesty's service, under half pay, is suspect- 
ed, by means of his, said Mellicant's, wife having free access 
into and out of the Town of Boston, of communicating 
such intelligence to our" enemies as trray have a tendency 
to injure the important cause we are. engaged in, and, in 
some degree, defeat the plans forming for the salvation of 
this Colony and Continent: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Selectmen and Committee of Cor- 
respondence of the Town of Waltham, be, and hereby are 
directed and empowered to take such effectual methods for 
the preventing any intelligence going into the Town of 
Boston, by means of the aTaqvesaid Mr. Mejlrc ant, or any 
pf his family, as to them, in their wisdom, shall seem 
meet. 
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Whereas, some of the Students of Harvard College are 
in possession of Arms and Bayonets belonging to the Col- 
ony, which were sent them for the purpose of their obtain- 
ing skill in military discipline: 

Voted, That they be and hereby are desired to cause 
the same to be delivered, as soon as may be, to Mr. Wil- 
liam Hunt, of this place ; and all other persons having in 
possession Arms or Military Stores, of any kind, belonging 
to. the. Colony as aforesaid, are also desired forthwith to 
deliver the same to the said Mr. William Hunt. 

And whereas, the Surgeons of the Massachusetts Forces 
are in want of considerable quantities of Linen Rags, either 
coarse or fine : 

Voted, That the female friends to America, in the neigh- 
bouring Counties, are hereby desired to send such quantities 
of Rags as they can spare, to the Selectmen of their re- 
spective Towns ; and the Selectmen are desired to cause 
the same to be delivered at Cambridge, to Commissary 
Craigic, at the Hospital ; and the expenses of transporta- 
tion shall be paid by the Committee. 

May 19, 1775. 

Voted, That Captain John Lane have Enlisting Papers 
delivered him, for raising a Company of Indians at the 
Eastward. 

The following Certificate was delivered Colonel Gcrrish 
for the Provincial Congress: 

" Colonel Samuel Gerrish having satisfied this Committee 
that his Regiment is full, we recommend to the Congress 
that said Regiment be commissioned accordingly." 

Ordered, That Mr. Newall proceed to Watertown, and 
lodge the ten Swivel-Guns he has under his care, at Edioard 
Richardson's, innholder, in said Watertown, it being re- 
commended by General Ward. 

The Committee of Correspondence of the Town of 
Nortliborough having sent a certain Ebcnezer Cutler to 
this Committee for trial, upon corhplaint of his being an 
enemy to this Country ; and this Committee not having 
authority to act in the case, as they apprehend, do refer the 
matter to ..Congress. 

Col. Ebenezer Learned having satisfied this Committee 
that his Regiment is full, it was recommended to the Con- 
gress that said Regiment be commissioned accordingly. 

The following Letter of Directions to the several Col- 
onels, was forwarded, viz : 

Str: The necessity of completing the Colony Arrny, 
and the suspicions entertained by some of the officers who 
have been engaged in recruiting men, oblige us to request 
your immediate Return to this Committee of the number 
of men enlisted in your Regiment, with, the names of the 
Officers of saicTRegiment, as the Congress have urged for 
those Returns, that Commissions may be issued, and due 
subordination take place. 

Voted, That Mr. John Wood, of Roxbury, be and here- 
by is appointedan Armourer for the Army. " 

Voted, That Mr. Dike, of Bridgcivater, be and here- 
by is appointed an Armourer for the Army. 

General Thomas was informed by Letter, that the Com- 
mittee had appointed Messrs. Reman, Shaw, Wood, and 
Dike, as Armourers Jbr the Forces posted at Roxbury, and 
was desired to acquaint the Committee if any further ap- 
pointments were necessary. 

Voted, That Doctor Church have an order for a Horse 
and Sulkey, and a single Horse, for his journey to Phila- 
delphia, upon the Province account. 

Whereas some persons have hinted that Samuel Barrett, 
Esquire, of Boston, has, in some instances, been unfriendly 
to his Country and the common cause of liberty, for which 
this Colony now suffers and bleeds ; and as such sugges- 
tions may have a tendency to injure him, we have inquired 
into the conduct of the said Samuel Barrett, Esq., during 
the unnatural contest between Great Britain and the Col- 
onies, and from his acts and explicit declarations, we have 
reason to_ think that he is friendly to the rights and liber- 
ties of this his native Country, and we recommend him 
accordingly. 

May 20, 1775. 

Voted, That Captain Edward How, Ebenezer Cutler, 
and Nicols, a black fellow, now under guard, be sent up to 



Congress for examination and trial, and Captain White is 
appointed to attend Congress with the above-named per- 
sons. 

Voted, That the General be desired to furnish a Guard 
for the occasion. 

Voted, That for the future no person having orders to 
impress Horses, shall impress the Horse of Deacon Timo- 
thy Winn, of Woburn, he and his horse being employed in 
the Colony service. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, as 
the contest now between Great Britain and the Colonies 
respects the liberties and privileges of the latter, which the 
Colonies are determined to maintain, that the admission of 
any persons as Soldiers into the Army now raising, but only 
such as are Freemen, will be inconsistent with the princi- 
ples that are to be supported, and reflect dishonour on this 
Colony; and that no Slaves be admitted into this Army 
upon any consideration whatever. 

Colonel Joseph Reed having satisfied this Committee 
that his Regiment is full, a Certificate was given him of the 
same ; and it was recommended to the honourable the 
Provincial Congress that his Regiment might be commis- 
sioned accordingly. 

Colonel Read had thirteen sets of. Regulations for the 
Army delivered him by order. 

May 22, 1775. 

Whereas it appears to this Committee that no immediate 
service renders it necessary that Riders should, be kept in 
pay at present : Therefore, 

Voted, That all such Riders as have been employed by 
this Committee be, from this day, discharged from "said 
service. ~ ~" 

^" ' May 23, 1775. 

This Committee find themselves much at a loss for a 
rule by which to determine when a Regiment may be said 
to be full, and be"' leave to surest to the honourable Con- 
gress, whether a certificate from the Muster-Master, rela- 
tive to the premises, will not be a good rule for ascertaining 
when a Regiment is complete ; and said Committee beg 
instructions in the matter. 

Benjamin White, Chairman. 

Whereas, our enemies make frequent excursions to the 
Islands and Sea-Coasts, from whence they plunder Hay, 
Cattle, and Sheep, which not only greatly injures many in- 
dividuals, but also the publick, and strengthens the hands 
of our enemies : Therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Honourable 
Congress to take take some effectual measure to. secure 
the stock on the Islands and Sea-Coasts, to prevent its fall- 
ing into the hands of our enemies. 

Where.as, this Committee have taken into their most se- 
rious consideration the state of the New-England Army, 
proposed to be raised for the defence and security of the 
lives, liberties, and property of the Americans, and find 
that the several Colonies have pot, collectively, raised more 
than twenty-four thousand five hundred men, whereas thirty 
thousand were supposed to be necessary; and the. said 
Committee also find a considerable number of officers of 
Minute-men now at Head-Quarters, who, with their men, 
cannot find room for employment in the Army, upon the pre- 
sent establishment of this Colony ; and as our enemies have 
determined to distress us upon our Sea-Coasts, by taking 
our vessels, with provisions, salt, molasses, &c, as well as 
by plundering our Islands and Coasts of live stock, which 
will require a greater number of men to guard said coasts 
than was at first estimated ; and as said Army, or any part 
thereof, may be disbanded at any future time, when the 
publick safety will admit thereof; and as the publick mili- 
tary spirit runs high : it is, therefore, 

Resolved, That the consideration of these premises be 
recommended to the honourable Congress; and that Col- 
onel Palmer be directed to attend said Congress with this 
Resolve, in order to know whether they will make any ad- 
dition to the present establishment. 

' ~~ May 2f, 1775. 

Voted, That the Commissary-Generaf be directed to 
supply John Carter and three others with Provisions, as 
Armourers and Coopers, now in the Province service. 
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Colonel Scammon having satisfied the Committee that 
his Regiment was nearly full, a Certificate was given him 
thereof; and it was recommended to the Provincial Con- 
gress that his Regiment be commissioned accordingly. 

General Thomas having satisfied this Committee that his 
Regiment was complete, a Certificate was given him there- 
of; and it was recommended to the Provincial Congress 
that his Regiment be commissioned accordingly. 
. Resolved, That it be recommended to Congress imme- 
diately to take such order respecting the removal of the 
Sheep and Hay from Noddle's Island, as they may judge 
proper, together with the stock on the adjacent islands. 

Voted, That the Commissary-General be directed to 
- supply twenty-five men of Captain Sprague's Company, 
who are stationed at Chelsea. 

.'..'■■ ..-■'■[ "'-..•'."■'■.' "~~ May 26, 1775. 

The Congress having passed a Resolve, that the house 
of Jolu\ Vassal, Esquire, be appropriated for the use of the 
Committee of Safety : Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Quarter-Master General be directed 
to clear the said house immediately of the Soldiers now 
-.lodged there, that it may be improved for that purpose. 
Colonels Ward and Gardner having satisfied this Com- 
mittee that their Regiments were in good forwardness, a 
Certificate to that purpose was given them ; and it was 
recommended to the honourable Provincial Congress that 
said Regiments be commissioned accordingly. 
. Colc-nejs Patterson and William Prescott having satis- 
fied this Committee that their respective Regiments are 
nearly full, a Certificate was given them of the same; and 
hwas recoMp r ejided..to. the Provincial Congress that. said 
Regiments be commissioned accordingly. 

Colonels Cotton and Bridge having satisfied this Com- 
mittee that their respective Regiments are full, a Certificate 
was given them thereof; and it was recommended to the 
Provincial Congress that said Regiments be commissioned 
accordingly. 

Colonels Asa Whitcomb, Frye, and Doolittle, having 
satisfied this Committee that their respective Regiments 
are nearly full, a Certificate was given them thereof; and 
it was recommended to the honourable the Provincial Con- 
v grdss that said Regiments be commissioned accordingly. 
Colonel Walker having satisfied this Committee that his 
Regiment was complete, a Certificate was given him there- 
of; and it was recommended to Congress that said Regi- 
ment be^ commissjoned accordingly. 

Co\one\Donaldson having satisfied this Committee that 
his Regiment is in good forwardness, a Certificate was 
given him thereof; and it was recommended to the hon- 
ourable Congress that said Regiment be commissioned ac- 
cordingly. 

Miy 27, 1775. 

_ Colonel Mansfield having satisfied this Committee that 
his Regiment is in good forwardness, he had a Certificate 
thereof, and a recommendation to Congress that the Regi- 
ment be commissioned accordingly. 

Mr. Wesson, keeper of Thomas Oliver, Esquire's, farm, 
had orders to secure any creatures that might be put into 
his enclosures by ill-disposed persons, and to inform the 
Committee thereof. 

Voted, That agreeable to the recommendation of Gen- 
eral Ward, Jacob Rhodes, of Charlestown, be empowered 
to impress such Cattle as may be necessary for the removal 
of two Boats from that Town to Cambridge. 

Joseph. Smith, keeper of John Vassal, Esquire's, farm, 
had orders to secure any creatures that might be put into 
his enclosures by ill-disposed persons, and to inform the 
Committee thereof. 



May 23, 1775. 
A number of Guns taken from some persons in Grafton, 
were appraised by a Sub-Committee appointed for that 
purpose, and delivered Luke. Drury, for the use of his 
Company, and a receipt taken in the rough minutes, as, 
reference thereto being had, will particularly appear. 

May 29, 1775. 
A number of Letters taken from Robert Temple, Esq., 
by the Committee of Safety of Cohasset, were sent to this 
Committee for examination, and though the Committee 
think that the matter is not strictly within their commis- 
sion, yet, considering that the present Congress must be 
dissolved this day, and the good and safety of this Colony 
may be affected by an immediate examination of said Let- 
ters: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the matter be immediately taken up by 
the Committee ; and as Mr. Temple is now attending, that 
he be so directed respecting said Letters, as shall, after ex- 
amination, appear necessary to promote the greatest good 
of this Colony. 

Voted, That a Committee be chosen to draw up a Cer- 
tificate for Mr. Temple, and an order for his receiving the 
gootis taken from him. 

The Committee, appointed for that purpose, reported a 
Certificate, which was accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

" Whereas the Committee of Inspection of the District of 
Cohasset, have transmitted to us a number of Letters found 
in the possession of Robert Kmp7e7 Esq.; "and tlils Com- 
mittee having carefully inspected said Letters, and had the 
said Mr. Temple before them, and examined him, both with 
regard to his principles and conduct in the present contro- 
versy between Great Britain and the Colonies in America : 
And whereas, we think it the duty of this Committee, at 
the same time that we applaud the vigilance of the Com- 
mittee of Cohasset, who have stopped those Letters, and that 
of the Town of Plymouth, who have sent two of their 
members with Mr. Temple to this Committee, to do justice 
to individuals ; in consequence of which we Resolve, that 
it be recommended to the Committee at Cohasset to deliver 
Mr. Temple such articles of his as are now in their posses- 
sion ; and likewise that they, and all others, consider and 
treat him as a friend to the interest of this Country, and the 
rights of all America." 

Colonel Quincy, of Braintree, having proposed to this 
Committee the erecting a small defensive work against the 
depredations of our enemies, upon the farms in his neigh- 
bourhood, they do refer the matter to the Cou ncil of War, 
Colonel Fellows having satisfied this ; Committee i that- his 
Regiment is full, he had a Certificate thereor, and a recom- 
mendation that said Regiment be commissioned according- 
ly, was given him for the honourable Congress. 

It being expected that the present Congress will be dis- 
solved this night, and hearing that one volume of copies of 
Mr. Hutchinson's Letters are in the hands of Captain Mc- 
Lane, at the upper Paper-Mills, in Milton, which volume 
may be of use to this Colony, if in the hands of the Pro- 
vincial Congress : Therefore, .---.■-.-■ 

Resolved, That the Reverend Mr. Gordon, ofRoxbury, 
be desired and empowered to receive from said Captain 
McLane all such copies as are in his hands, or in any other 
hands, and to be accountable to the present or some future 
Congress for the same. 

. _ . 7 May 30, 1775. 

Elisha Lettinivell was directed to proceed with two 
Teams to Chelsea, and bring from thence the Cannon and 
other Stores saved from the Schooner which has been 
burned by our people, and to lodge said' Stores "in this 
Town. 



MASSACHUSETTS PROVINCIAL CONGRESS; 

Journal of the Proceedings of the Congress of the Colony 
of Massachusetts-Bay; assembled at Concord, Sa- 
turday, April 22, 1775. 

Mr. Richard Devens, Chairman, 
Mr. John Murray, Clerk. 
Mr. Gerry represented to Congress, that a Letter from 
Mr. Quincy to Mr. Adams, had been delivered to him, 



with a desire that it might be opened by Congress in Mr. 
Adams's absence : 

After some debate, 

Ordered, That the Members present, belonging to the 
Committee on the state of the Province, retire, open, and 
peruse the said Letter, and report to Congress what parts 
they think proper. 

The Committee retired, and desired that the whole be 
read in Congress; "" 
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Which beino- done The Committee reported that the vote was full for Doc- 
Ordered, That the same be sent to Doctor Warren, to tor Warren. 

be used at his discretion. Colonel Palmer was chose^Secretar™ tempore. 

Adiourned to Watertown, at four o'clock, P. M. The Committee reported a Resolve for the establishment 

J of the Army ; which being read, was referred for further 

Watertown, 4 o'clock, P. M. consideration. 

_ j- . j- '♦ - " A report was made of a draught of an Answer to the 

SX5 ^^^L^ZrSe Committee of CommiLe of Connecticut, wba, after amendment, was 

Safety of the time and place of our adjournment ^ and re- «**%£ Committee be appointed to draw up a 

quest tbe.r attendance -th whatever pl^ n s they ma } have , ^ ^ ^ 

m readiness for us; and also notify he absent members f Mf< Ge ^ Mj . # 

tlj« are at CamSrt^e, and request their punctual attend- ^ .^ ^ ^ CommiUee> 

^Ordered, That Mr. ^Hwan, Colonel Cus/iMig, and Mr. Resolved, That the Establishment of Forces, now ipme- 

Crane, be a Committee to wait on the Selectmen for lib- diately to be raised, for the recovery and preservation ot 

erty of the Meeting-House during the session of Congress our undoubted rights and liberties, be as follows, viz : 

here. Per Month. 

They returned, and reported that the Selectmen readily Tq each Co ]onel of a Regiment of 598 men, £15 00 

granted their request. _ ' To one Lieutenant-Colonel of such Regiment, 12 00 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Colonel Ousting, Colonel Tq b m . of guch Regimentj - . .- - . 10 00 

Barrett, Captain Stone, Dr. Taylor, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. For a c tain of 59 meil; including officers, 6 00 

Freeman, Mr. Watson, and Esquire Dix, be aCommittee For twQ y eutenailts f or such -Company, each 4 00 

to take_Depositions, mperpetuam, from which a full account For Qne Engi(rn for sucn Company, - -"" - 3 00 

of the transactions of the Troops under General Gage, in For one Adjuvant for such Regiment, - - 5 10 

their route to and from Concord, &c, on Wednesday last, Fojf a Q uartel _Master for such Regiment, - 3 00 

may be collected, to be sent to England by the first ship For Qne Cl]aplain for suc h Regiment, -" " - ' 6 00 ' 

from Salem. For one Chirurgeon for such Regiment, - 7 10. 

Adjourned to this place, to-morrow, at 7 o'clock, A. M. For two Chirurgeon's Mates, each - - - 4 00 

' For each Sergeant, - • - - - - » - -- 2 08 

Sunday, April 23, 1775, For each Corporal, -------- .2 04 

Congress met conformably to adjournment, and adjourn- For each Drummer, ----- - - 2 04 

ed to the School-House. For each Fifer, - - - - - - - - V .*-^* 

Upon a Letter from General Ward, respecting the New- For each Private Soldier, -2 00 

Hampshire Troops, Resolved, That besides the above, a Coat for a uniform 

Resolved unanimously, That it is necessary for the de- bg . n tQ each of the Non-commissioned Officers and 

fence of the Colony, that an army of Thirty Thousand Men p rivaleS) as soon as tne state f the Province will admit of 

be immediately raised and established. - t . a j so ' 

Resolved, That Thirteen Thousand Six Hundred Men 'jl es0 J ve d, That the Selectmen of the several Towns 

be raised immediately by this Province. _ and D - 13tr i cts w \ t \^ m tn i s Colony be desired to furnish the 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be a Commit- g Qlc!ierSj who s i la ]i en i; st f rom t ] ie ir respective Towns and 

tee to bring in a plan for the establishment oT the Officers Di , tricts ' with g00( j an d sufficient Blankets, and render 

and Soldiers necessary for the Army, to be raised at this their accounts t0 tne Committee of Supplies, who are 

time, and that they sit immediately. hCTeb directe( j t0 draw on the Colony Treasurer for pay- 

Voted, That Colonel Cushing, Mr. Sullivan, Colonel ment f the same. 

Whitcomb, and Mr. Burant, be added to the Committee ' ' , , -a™',™ ^ ti-.;= 

f o f'V- - Adjourned to eight o clock to-morrow morning, iff this 

Resolved, That Mr. Sullivan be a Committee to wait place, 
on the New-Hampshire Congress at Exeter, to inform them 

of our Resolutions, and request their concurrence ; and that Watertown, Monday, April 24, 1775. 

Major Bliss go to Connecticut, and Deacon Rawson to Met according to adjournment. 

Rhode-hland, for the same purpose. "~ The Reverend Mr. Murray was appointed President 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan be a Committee to inform p ro tempore, and Ichabod Goodwin, Secretary pro tempore. 

the Committee from the Congress of New-Hampshire, now Jonas Dix, Esquire, was appointed Monitor, 

waiting, of our. Resolutions immediately. Ordered, That Mr. Gerry give the Express going to 

Resolved, That Mr, Murray, Mr. Gill, md Captain the press, his orders for the Enlisting Papers. 

Stone, be a Committee to draught a Letter to each of the Ordered, That the Enlisting Papers going to the press 

Colonels, to be sent by the express. ..:: be authenticated by the Secretary pro tempore. 

Adjourned to this place, at two o'clock, P. M. Resolved, That six hundred of these Papers be "printed, 

— and that the Congress Express wait for' two hundred of 

Afternoon, 2 o'clock. them. 

Congress met according to adjournment, and adjourned Resolved, That the Committee of Safety or Committee 

to the Meeting-House. """" of Supplies be empowered to impress Horses or Teams, 

Being there met, the Committee reported a draught of and direct the owners of tbem to send their; acconnis . to the 

a Letter to the Colonels, which was accepted, and ordered Committee of Supplies; also, to empower other persons 

to be copied by Captain Stone. to impress on special occasions. 

Mr. Gerry read in his place a Letter from Marllchead, Resolved, That the Establishment of the Army be print- 
reporting that the British Man-of-VVar Lively was lying ed in Handbills, and that a copy of them he sent by the 
off the "Harbour .. of that Town; representing that their Express who is going for the Enlisting Papers; and that 
means of defence were inadequate to repel attack; and three hundred of them be printed immediately, 
asking direction and aid ; upon which, ■_ ■ Moved, That a Member from each County be appointed 

Resolved, That the matter subside until further informa- to attend the Committee of Safety, and let them know the 

tion. names of the Officers in said Counties, belonging^ to the 

Doctor Warren read a Letter from the Committee of Minute-Men, and such as are most suitable for Officers in 

Correspondence of Connecticut : the Army now raising. '-■- 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Mr. Gill, and JJoctor Tay- Ordered, That Colonel Lincoln be appointed for the 

lor, be a Committee to draught an Answer, and report im- County of Suffolk ; 

mediately. Major Fuller for the County of Essex; 

Ordered, That Colonel One, Major FuUer of New- Colonel Prescott for the County of Middlesex; 

ton, and Major Fuller of Middleton, be a Committee to Colonel Pomeroy for the County of Hampshire ; 

count and sort thevotes for a President pro tempore. Nathaniel Cushing, Esq., for the County of Plymouth , 
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Daniel Davis, Esq., for the County of Barnstable ; 
Colonel Dagget for the County of Brisol; 
Ichqbod Goodwin, Esq., for the County of York; 
Joseph Mayhew, Esq., for the County of Dukes County ; 
Major Bigclow for the County of Worcester; 
Mr. Samuel Freeman for the County of Cumberland ; 
Reverend Mr. John Murray for the County of Lincoln ; 
Colonel JoAh Patterson for the County of Berkshire; and 
Stephen Hussey, Esq., for the County of Nantucket. 

Ordered, That each of these Members attend the ser- 
vice according to their appointment, or write to the Com- 
mittee. 

Ordered, That Major Fuller, of Middleton, give a list 
of the names of these Members to the Committee of 
Safety. 

Unsolved, That when this Congress do adjourn, they 
adjourn to three o'clock this afternoon, and the Members 
are enjoined to attend punctually at that time. 

Adjourned accordingly to three o'clock, P. M. 

Afternoon, April 24, 1775. 

Letters from Hartford, directed to the President of this 
Congress, laid on the table, ordered to be read, and, after 
reading them, were ordered to be immediately forwarded to 
the Committee of Safety, then sitting at Cambridge. 
■ Moved, Thai a Committee be now appointed to exam- 
ine the Records, and report such matters contained therein 
as may be made publick, and such as shall remain secret at 
present. .^ 

Ordered, That Major Brooks, Deacon Fisher, and Mr. 
Freeman, be a Committee for that purpose. 

Congress adjourned to eight o'clock, next morning, at 
this place. 

Tuesday, April 25, 1775, 8 o'clock, A. M. 

Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 
Ordered, That the Treasurer be inquired of respecting 
the state of the Treasury. 

Answered by said Treasurer in a general way, that for 
. the year 1773, it was supposed that about Twenty Thou- 
sand Pounds was due, and that he had received about Five 
Thousand Pounds. 

Moved, That a Committee be appointed to bring in a 
Resolve how we may ascertain the number of Towns and 
Districts which are delinquent. Passed in the negative. 

Moved for a reconsideration, and passed negatively. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Report of what 
they thought might be made publick of the Resolves, re- 
ported, that nothing relative to our proceedings with the 
Indian Nations be known, and that other matters be left 
at discretion with each Member. 

Moved, That this matter subside for the present. 

Leave of absence is granted Jerathmiel Bowers, Esquire, 
to return home. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

The Letter from Haverhill committed. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gill, Colonel Gerrish, and Major 
Fuller, of Middleton, be a Committee for that purpose, 
and to sit forthwith. 

Moved, by the Committee of Safety, for two gentlemen 
as Engineers, and an Establishment for them. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gill, Jonas Dix, Esq., and Henry 
Gardner,"Esq., be a Committee for that purpose to bring 
in a Resolve, 

Ordered, .ThaLa Resolve be submitted by the Commit- 
tee of Safety, to reduce the Regiments. 

Moved, That the Companies in each Regiment be re- 
duced_frpm one hundred men each, to fifty-nine men, 
including three officers — one Captain and two Subalterns ; 
and passed unanimously in the affirmative. 

Moved, That each Regiment be reduced to ten of these 
Companies ; and passed in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That Colonel Orne, Colonel Palmer, arid 
Henry Gardner, Esq., be a Committee for regulating the 
Regiments of the. Army, and to sit forthwith. 

A Letter from So lem was read, setting forth the expe- 
diency of the Depositions we are now taking being for- 
warded as fast as possible. The same was ordered to be 



sent to the Committee for that purpose, at Lexington, im- 
mediately. 

Ordered, That the Memorial from Marblehead, with 
the debate thereon, subside for the present. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Letters from Messrs. Nathaniel P. Sargeant, Jr., Esq., and 
Jonathan Webster, reported, That the Congress write to 
the Town of Haverhill, acquaint them of the Letters re- 
ceived from said Sargeant and Webster, and let them know 
the important business of Congress requires the wisdom of 
the whole .F'rovince ; and therefore desire, that in case 
those gentlemen cannot attend, they would elect other 
member or members to attend in their room ; and that the 
Letter be directed to the Town Clerk. 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, ) 
April 25, 1775. \ 

Sra : The Congress have this day received a Letter from 
Nathaniel Peaslee Sargeant and Jonathan Webster, Esqrs., 
acquainting them that the late dreadful fire mlFaverhill, 
together with some publick disturbances In said Town, 
make it necessary they should be at home at this time. 
The Congress apprehend, that the Tmportant business of 
the Colonies requires that every Town should now be re- 
presented ; therefore desire, that if, in case neither said 
NathanielF. Sargeant or Jonathan IVebster, Esqrs., can 
attend, that the Town would elect one or more mem- 
bers to attejyj in their room, that the wisdom or the whole 
Colony may be collected at our hour of need. 

Adjourned to eight o'clock next day. 



Wednesday, April 26, 1775, 8 o'clock, A. M. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Ordered, That Mr. President, Doctor Taylor, Mr. 
Freeman, Henry Gardner, Esq., and Colonel Stone, be a 
Committee "to draught a Letter to our Agent in Great 
Britain. 

Ordered, L That William Burbeck be and he is hereby 
appointed an ^Engineer of the Forces now raising in this 
Colony for the defence of the rights and liberties of the 
American Continent ; and that there be paid to the said 
William Burbeck, out of the publick Treasury of this Col- 
ony, during his continuance in that service, at the rate of 
one hundrecFand fifty Pounds, lawful money, per annum. 
And it is furtLer Resolved, That from and after the time 
when the safd Troops shall be disbanded, during the life of 
the said Burbeck, there be paid to him, out of the Treasu- 
ry, the sum of ninety-seven Pounds six Shillings and 
eight Pence, lawful money, annually. 

Ordered, That Colonel Gerrish, Deacon Fisher, Col- 
onel Orne, Mr. Batchelder, and Captain B'rohn~bea ^Com- 
mittee to take into consideration the Letter laid on the 
table by thejDommittee of Safety, from James Sullivan, 
Esq., and the Committee to sit forthwith. 

Ordered, That the Letter drawn by the Committee, to 
send to Dodtof Franklin, as Agent, be copied and authen- 
ticated by tEe_President pro tempore. 

The DepoTitions taken by the Committee for that pur- 
pose, laid on the table, and ordered to be read. 

Ordered, , That the Committee make Duplicates of the 
same, and Captain Stone, Jonas Dix, Esq., Colonel Tyng, 
Colonel Dwjght, Captain Whitiemore, Major Fuller, and 
Mr. Freeman, assist as scribes in that business. 
Adjourneoio three o'clock. 

.■=.:_ , Afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Ordered, ^Th^t the Letters and Papers just now re- 
ceived from Tlhode-lsland, by Doctor Perkins, be sent to 
the Committee of Safety now sitting in Cambridge, by him, 
and that he Eare leave to go home for a few days. 

Resolved,~^That Richard Gridley, Esquire, be and he 
hereby is appointed Chief Engineer of the Forces now 
raising in this_ Colony for the defence of the rights and lib- 
erties of ihe'American Continent; and that there be paid 
to the said EZchard Gridley, out of the publick Treasury 
of this Colojjy, during his continuance in that service, at 
the rate ofLone hundred and seventy Pounds, lawful 
money, perzgrjpum. And it .is further Resolved, That 
from and after the time when the said Forces shall be dis- 
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banded, during the life of the said Gridley, there be paid 
to, him -out of the said Treasury, the sum of one hundred 
and twenty-three Pounds, lawful money, per annum. 

r Ordered, That the duplicates lay on the table till the 
Narrative comes in. 

Ordered, That Mr. Freeman, Doctor Taylor, Deacon 
Cheever, Doctor Baylies, and Colonel Farley, be a Com- 
niittefi jo ^onsideX- the state of the eastern parts of this 
Province at large in regard to supplying them with Am- 
munition, and to sit forthwith. 

The Committee made the following Report, which was 
accepted : _"--_'" 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, ) 
April 26, 1775. \ 

Whereas, representation has been made to this Congress, 
that several of the Towns in the eastern parts of the Col- 
ony are deficient in such supply of ammunition, as is neces- 
sary they should, at this day, be furnished with, for the 
safety and defence of the Colony in general, and that part 
of it in particular ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be, and they 
are hereby directed, forthwith to take some effectual mea- 
sures to procure such a quantity of Powder and Ball as will 
appear to them to be necessary for the use of this Colony, 
under the present alarming situation of our publick affairs ; 
and, in particular, that they immediately send to the Colo- 
nies of Connecticut and Rhode-Island for so much Powder 
as; they shall think necessary, and when procured, to de- 
liver so much of if to the order of the Selectmen of such 
deficient Towns, and in such quantities, as they may think 
will be proportional to the exigencies of each Town respec- 
tively, and to the safety and defence of the Colony in 
general ; such Towns to pay for the supplies which they 
may receive of said Committee, according to the nelt ex- 
pense of procuring the same. 

- Ordered, That Colonel Cutis, Ichabod Goodwin, and 
Deacon Fisher, be appointed to proportion the Powder that 
is recommended to be sold to the Towns of York, Welles, 
Biddeford, Boothbay, and Sandford, and to sit forthwith. 

The Committee presented the following Report, which 
was accepted : 

Whereas, the Towns of York, Welles, Boothbay, and 
Biddeford, have applied to this Congress, setting forth the 
dangerous situation they are in, being seaports, and there- 
by exposed to the ravages of the enemy, although but a 
small force should be sent to attack them by sea ; and like- 
wise showing that they have, not ammunition sufficient 
wherewith to make defence; should they be thus attacked ; 
and considering them, as they ought to be, part of the whole, 
and shouIJ they suffer, that the whole must be affected : 
therefore, 

Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is recommended to 
the Selectmen of the Towns" of Marblehead, Salem, and 
Newburypori, that they forthwith sell, out of their Town 
stock, four half barrels of Powder each, to said Towns of 
York, Welles, Biddeford,. and Boothbay, to put the inhabi- 
tants thereof in some tolerable state of defence ; and should 
the Towns of Marblehead, Salem, and Newburyport, be 
under the necessity of having the quantities which they 
have delivered to the said Towns of York, Welles, Booth- 
bay, and Biddeford, replaced, in that case the Congress 
will give orders for the same as soon as may be. The Pow- 
der to be apportioned according to the number of inhabi- 
tants in the said. Towns, as also to Sandford, said Town 
having made application for supplies of the same kind. 

Ordered, That the Rev. James Murray, Major Fuller, 
and Jonas Dix, Esq., be a.Committee to return the thanks 
of this Congress to the Reverend Ministers who have gen- 
erously offered to supply the Army as Chaplains, each a 
month in rotation. 

Ordered, That at three o'clock to-morrow, this Congress 
will take, into ...consideration some effectual method of sup- 
plying the Treasury. 

Ordered, That Deacon How have leave to return home, 
but is to return to his duty immediately. 

Ordered, That the copies of the Order to the Honour- 
able Richard Derby, Esq., for fitting out his Vessel for a 
Packet, be taken and authenticated by the President pro 
tempore. 

Ordered, That the Honourable Richard Derby, Esqr's, 
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Orders to the Treasury, te also authenticated by the Prc- 
sidentpro tempore. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Supplies, directed to 
draught the Letter to our Agent in Great Britain, be re- 
quested to send the same with the papers now preparing 
for that purpose. 

Ordered, That Doctor .Hoften, Doctor Baylies, Captain 
Whittemore, Colonel Dmght, and Mr. Kollock f be a Com- 
mittee to take the recommendation of the Committee of 
Safety into consideration, with respect to the Army now 
forming. - . . . 

Moved, That when this Congress do adjourn, that they 
adjourn to seven o'clock to-morrow morning. 
Adjourned accordingly. 

Thursday, April 27, 1775, 

Seven o'clock, A. M. 

Met pursuant to adjournment. 

Ordered, That Captain Goodman inquire of the. Com* 
mittee of Safety, whether any provision irraade for a Post 
or Posts, to ride from the Army to Worcester, agreeably to 
a request from the Selectmen of that Town ; and also to 
procure a Writ for calling a General Assembly in May next, 
issued from General Gjjge for that purpose. _ 

Ordered, That the Secretary pro tempore take Extracts 
from the Minutes of the Resolves of this Congress, and 
authenticate the same, and deliver them to the men now 
in waiting from York and Welles, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing some Powder. 

Ordered, That Mr, Gerry have leave to bring in a 
Resolve, with regard to the seaports in the County of 

Essex. ' "" "-Ti 'r" 

Whereupon Mr. Gerry offered the following : 

Whereas, hostilities have been commenced in this Colony 
by Great Britain, and the sword may remain unsheathed 
for a considerable time : ~ -' - " 

Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is earnestly recom r 
mended to the Committees of the seaport Towns in the 
County of Essex, that they "use their utmost endeavours to 
have all the effects of the inhabitants of their; respective 
Towns removed as soon as possible; that the Congress 
highly approves of the conduct of said Towns, in 'wearing 
a pacifick appearance, until their effects shall be secured ; 
that the Congress consider it as absolutely necessary for 
said inhabitants to be in readiness to go into the country on 
the shortest. notice, and to avoid mixing with our enemies, 
as thereby their. own lives will ever be in imminenidanger, 
when the Colony and the Continent shall attack such ene- 
mies. And it is also recommended to them that their ap- 
plication to Congress for advice, and this Resolve in_conse- 
quence thereof, be kept a secret r 'that their effects may be 
more easily removed, '...:. 

Ordered, That three o'clock next Tuesday be assigned 
to take up the matter in the Resolve brought in by Mr. 
Gerry. '•'"." 

Ordered, That Mr. President, Col. Orne, Doctor Tay- ... 
lor, Major Fuller, of Middleton, and Captain. GWm«rc, 
be a Committee to confer with the Officers; of the Army 
relative to the reduction of their pay. 

Colonel Dwight was appointed to wait on the Committee 
of Safety, and acquaint them with the names of the Officers 
in the Regiments of Minute-Men in Worcester Coijnty. 

Mr. Hale appointed to the same business, in the County 
of Hampshire. 
. Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

,. - , Afternoon, 

Met according to adjournment. 

Ordered, That Captain Kingsbury, Doctor Holten, and 
Deacon Stone, be appointed to inquire and endeavour to 
get an exact account of the men killed, and wounded, and 
murdered, in the late scene, on the nineteenth instant. 

The Order of the Day was moved for, to take up the 
matter of supplying the Treasury. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed for that pur- 
pose, to consist of five, and to be chosen by written votes. 

Ordered, That two be added to this Committee. " 

Ordered, That Doctor Holten, Mr. Bullen, and Captain 
Batchelder, be appointed to sort and count the vote^. 

Ordered, That nine o'clock be assigned for that purpose. 

Ordered, That Mr. Patridge, Captain Greenleaf, and 



ft 



■ t *™* 1 ™ MrwnaMrr 



771 



MASSACHUSETTS PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, APRIL, 1775. 



772 



~DocX<g_Ba]cer, be appointed to consider the Petition from 
Gorham, and to sit forthwith. 

Ordered, That Captain Whitemore, Mr. Freeman, and 
Doctor Baylies, assist as scribes the Committees, in taking 
fair copies of the Depositions in order for the Press, and to 
sit forthwith. _ 

Ordered, That Jonas Dix, Esq., William Stickney, Esq., 
and Deacon Stone, be appointed to take true copies of the 
Depositions, and have them signed by the Deponents, and 
authenticated .by the Justices and Notary Publick.. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hubbaft have leave to go home a 
few days. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 

' ' -^ ' ' . ' \ Friday, April 28, 1775. 

Met conformably to adjournment. 

Ordered, That Mr. President, Col. Gerrish, Mr. Gerry] 
Doctor Molten, and Mr. Gill, be appointed to confer with 
the gentlemen from New-Hampshire, and are desired to 
lay the Letters just received from New- York, dated April 
nineteenth, before them. 

Ordered, (at the desire of the Secretary pro tempore,) 
that he be excused, from that service, after another is ap- 
pointed in that place. 

Accordingly Mr. Samuel Freeman was appointed to that 
office, pro tempore. 

V -,."'". In Provincial Congress, Watertown, ) 

• '.- ■..'=-\..::. . : .-; '■:.; . -. -.'.r ' April 28, 1775. $ 

Resolved, That the Committee.appointed to confer with 
the Committee. who this day arrived here from the Colony 
of New-jfjampshire, have leave to report to this Congress a 
draught of a Letter, which they have prepared as an answer 
to one received" from the Convention of the said Colony 
of Ntw-IJampsliiic, dated twenty-sixth instant. 
..The said draught was accordingly reported, read, and 
unanimously accepted, and ordered to be authenticated by 
the President, and delivered to Colonel Nathaniel Folsom, 
. Colonel Josiah Bartlett, and Major Samuel Hobart, Esq., 
the Committee from the said Convention of New-Hampshire, 
and is as follows, viz :- 

"Gentlemen: It is with pleasure we have received 
your letter, abote mentioned, and by a Committee of this 
Congress, have had a conference with your respectable 
, Committee. 

'... " We find the fullest conviction in the minds of the in- 
habitants of our sister^Colonies, as well as of this, that by 
their immediate and most vigorous exertions, there is the 
greatest prospect of establishing their liberties, and saving 
their Country, and that, without such exertions, all must be 
lost. 

" It is the opinion of this Congress, as already communi- 
cated, that a powerful. Army on. our side must at once cut 
put such a work, for a tyrannical Administration, as, under 
the great opposition which they meet with in England, they 
cannot accomplish, and that their system of despotism must 
soon be shaken to the foundation. But should they still 
pursue their sanguinary measures, that the Colonies will 
then be able to make a successful stand, 

" We have the utmost confidence in your patriotick Col- 
ony, whose inhabitants have signalized themselves, in join- 
ing their brethren in this, and hope to see New-Hampshire, 
and every otber government which has been exposed to 
the corruption of a British Ministry, soon placed upon such 
a footing as will be best calculated to promote the true inte- 
rest of the same, and to prevent, in future, such unhappy 
disputes as have taken place with the mother Country. 

'•' We have just received an agreeable account of the con- 
duct of out brethren in New-York, and have delivered a 
copy of the letter to your Committee. 

" We sincerely thank you for your measures, taken in 
Convention at Exe(er f and are fully persuaded that the 
Congress of your Colony, which is to meet on the seven- 
teenth of May, will take such effectual steps as the present 
exigencies of publick affairs require, and the Continent of 
America must necessarily approve." 

Ordered, That the Secretary authenticate a copy of a Let- 
ter this day received from Govemour Hopkins, of Rhode- 
island, and deliver the same to the above mentioned Com- 
mittee from New- Hampshire. 

Ordered, That Mr_. Dickerson, Doctor Hojten, and Col- 
onel Gerrish, he a Committee to wait upon the Committeo 



from New-Hampshire to the Committee of Safety of this 
Colony, now sitting at Cambridge, to consult with them 
respecting the New-Hampshire Forces, now at Cambridge. 

Ordered, That the President, Mr. Gerry, and Mr. Gard-. 
ner, be a Committee to take into consideration a Letter this 
day received from the Honourable Stephen Hopkins, Esq., 
dated Providence, April 27, 1775. 

Ordered, That Mr. Crane, Mr. Grout, and Mr. Fisher, 
be a Committee to take into consideration the expedien- 
cy of establishing Post-Riders between the Massachusetts 
Forces and the Town of Worcester. 

Ordered, , That Mr. Crane, Mr. Grout, and Mr.~Fisher, 
be a Committee to take into consideration the propriety of 
recommending to the several Towns and Districts in "this 
Colony, that they take no notice of the Precepts lately 
issued by General Gage, for calling a General Assembly. 

Ordered, That Major Fuller, of Neivton, Mr. Goodman, 
Doctor Taylor, Doctor Baylies, and Major Brooks, be a 
Committee to prepare a form of a Commission for the 
several Officers of the Army now forming in this Province. 

Adjourned to three o'clock this afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher, Doctor Taylor, and Benja- 
min Aiken, Esq., be a Committee to prepare a draught of 
Rules and Regulations, to be in future observed by the 
several Members of this Congress. 

The. Committee appointed in the forenoon, to take into 
consideration a Letter received from the Honourable Ste- 
phen Hopkins, Esq., reported. 

The Report was accepted, and ordered to lie on the 
table, for the present. . . . . 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to introduce 
the Honourable Delegates from the Convention at Exeter, 
in New-Hampshire, to the Committee of Safety, apply to 
said Committee for an authentick account of what transac- 
tions have certainly taken place with respect to the libera- 
tion of our friends in Boston, and report as soon as may be. 

Ordered, That Colonel Dexter, Major Brooks, Doctor 
Taylor, Captain Batchelder, and Captain Greenlcaf, be a 
Committee to bring in a Resolve, empowering the Com- 
mittee of Supplies to procure such Provisions, Military 
Stores, and other Stores, as they shall judge necessary for 
the Army now forming in this Colony, during its establish- 
ment. . 

It was Moved, That the sense of this Congress be taken, 
whether it would be expedient to reduce the Pay of the 
Field-Officers of the Army. After much debate, the ques- 
tion was put, and it passed in the affirmative, by a large 
majority; whereupon it was determined, that the Pay of 
the Chief Colonel be reduced from fifteen Pounds to twelve 
Pounds, and that the Lieutenant-Colonels and Majors be 
reduced in the same proportion. 

Ordered, That Major Fuller, of Newton, Colonel Dex- 
ter, and Captain Little, be a Committee to bring in a Re- 
solve for that purpose, 

Adjourned_to eight o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Saturday, April 29, 1775. 

The Committee appointed to wait on the Neio-Hamp- 
shire Committee to the Committee of Safety at Cambridge, 
and to make inquiry respecting the liberation of the in- 
habitants of Boston, rep.orted, that they had attended that 
business, and had brought from the Committee of Safety a 
number of papers, which contain the proceedings of. the 
Town of Boston with General Gage, in respect to moving 
the inhabitants and their effects. . ; . 

.And that the Committee of Safety, having taken the 
substance of them into consideration, desired they might 
be returned to them, and that the Congress would not pass 
any resolve respecting them until, they had come to some 
resolve concerning them ; therefore, 

Ordered, That the subject-matter of said Papers be re- 
ferred to the consideration of the said Committee of Safety ; 
they to make report to this Congress as soon as may be, 

On a. motion made, Ordered, That the day appointed 
for the first meeting of the County Committees, which 
was the first Wednesday in May next, be postponed to the 
fourth Wednesday in May next. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a draught of Rules 
and Regulations to be observed by tins Congress, reported ; 
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the Rules were read, and severally accepted, and areas 
follovy, viz : 

" 1 . No Member shall speak out of his place, nor 
without standing up, and applying to the President for 
leave, and shall sit down as soon as he is done speaking. 

" 2. No Member, speaking by leave of the President, 
shall be interrupted by another, but by rising up to speak 
to order, 

"3. No Member shall speak more than twice to one 
question, without first obtaining leave of Congress, nor more 
than once, until others have spoken that shall desire it. 

"4. Whenever any Member shall have liberty from the 
President to make a motion, and such motion shall be 
seconded by another, the same shall be received and con T 
sidered by the Congress, and not otherwise. 

"5. No Member shall declare or question whether it 
be a Vote or not. 

!i 6. No grant for Money, or other thing, shall be made, 
unless there be a time before assigned for that purpose. 

"7. No Vote shall be reconsidered when a less number 
is present in Congress than there was when it passed. 

" 8. No Member shall nominate more than one person 
for a Committee, provided the person so nominated be 
chosen. ... 

" 9. No Member shall be obliged to be upon more than 
two Committees at a time, nor Chairman of more than one. 

" 10. That no Member be permitted to stand up, to the 
interruption of another, while such other Member is speak- 
ing." 

Ordered, That the Monitors. of this Congress be, and 
they^ are hereby directed, to see that the foregoing Rules 
are observed by the several Members of this Congress. 

Ordered, That the Letter and .Resolve, prepared to be 
sent to the Honourable Stephen Hopkins, Esq., of Rhode- 
Island, be recommitted for a suitable addition, and the 
Committee to sit forthwith. 

Ordered, The Hon. Mr. Dexter he a Committee to bring 
in a Resolve, expressive of the Vote of this Congress for 
altering the first meeting of the County Committees. 

The. Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve, em- 
powering the Committee of Supplies to procure Provisions 
and Military Stores, reported; the Report was read and 
accepted, and is as follows : 

" In Provincial Congress, Watertown, 
" April 99, 1775. 

" Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be, and 
they hereby are empowered to purchase every kind of 
Military Stores, Provisions, and all other supplies which 
they shall judge necessary for the use of the Forces of 
this Colony, during the establishment of an Army for its 
defence, or until it shall be otherwise ordered, by this or 
some future Congress, or House of Representatives, on 
the credit of the Colony, and draw for suitable sums from 
the Treasury for payment of the same. Also to deposite 
the said Stores in such places as they, in consultation wfth 
the Generals of the Colony, shall judge proper; and to 
deliver such and so many of said Stores to the Commis- 
sary-General, from time to time, as he shall judge needful 
to supply the Army. Likewise, said Committee of Sup- 
plies are hereby empowered to employ such and so many 
Assistants: as they shall judge necessary, to be paid as afore- 
said ; said Committee of Supplies to be accountable, when 
called upon, for their doings to this, or some future Con- 
gress, or House of Representatives of this Colony." 

The Committee appointed to prepare an addition to a 
Letter to the Honourable Stephen Hopkins, Esquire, re- 
ported ; which addition was read and accepted. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Afternoon. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve, with 
respect to reducing the Pay of the Field-Officers, reported 
the following; which was read and accepted, and ordered 
to be signed by the Secretary, and transmitted to the Com- 
mittee of Safety : 

"In Provincial" Congress, Watertown, ) 
" April 29, 1775. \ 

" Whereas, the reducing of the several Regiments to 
be raised in the Provincial service, from one thousand men 
in a Regiment to five hundred and ninety, makes the ser- 



vice of the said Field-Officers of said Regiments less bur- 
densome : therefore, 

"Resolved, That the Pay of said Field-Officers be re- 
duced one-fifth part from the first establishment, and that 
said Field-Officers' pay in said service of this Province to 
the last day of December next, unless dismissed before, 
shall be as follows, viz : A Colonel's pay twelve Pounds per 
month; a Lieut. Colonel's pay nine Pounds twelve Shil- 
lings per month ; a Major's pay eight Pounds per month." 

Ordered, That Mr. Rawson, Doctor Dunsmore, and 
Colonel Davis, be a Committee to wait on the Committee 
of Safety, now sitting at Cambridge, to inform them of the 
deep concern this Congress, feel on account of the state 
and situation of the Cannon, and desire information re- 
specting the disposition of them, and that this Committee 
forthwith proceed on this business. 

Resolved, That this.Congress will now proceed to choose 
a Committee to consider some method of supplying the 
Treasury. 

Ordered, That Esquire" Greenleaf,\n& Mr. Hall, (in 
the room of Doctor Holten and Mr. Batchelderjbe of 
the Committee to count and sort the votes.. 

The absent Members ordered to be called in. 

The Honourable Mr. Dexter, who was appointed to 
bring in a Resolve expressive of the Vote of this Congress 
for altering the first meeting of the County Committees, 
reported; which. Report being read and amended, was 
accepted, and is as follows : 

" Whereas, this Congress, on the twelfth day of this in- 
stant, April, appointed a Committee for each County, to 
receive from the Committees of Correspondence in. such 
Counties a state of the conduct of the Towns and Dis- 
tricts with respect to their having executed the Continen- 
tal and Provincial measures, for the preservation of this 
Country from slavery : And whereas the distressed cir- 
cumstances of the Colony may probably render it very 
inconvenient that so great a number of Members should be 
absent from the Congress on the first Wednesday of May 
next, the day mentioned for their first meeting : 

"Therefore, Resolved, That the first meeting of said 
Committees be postponed to the fourth Wednesday in said 
month, and it is recommended to the several Committees 
of Correspondence to render a true state of the conduct 
of their respective Towns and Districts, oh the said "fourth 
Wednesday of May accordingly, and especially with re- 
spect to their outstanding Province Rates; any thing con- 
tained in the former Resolve of this Congress, differino- 
herefrom, notwithstanding." 

Ordered, That the several County Committees be, and 
they hereby are, directed to inform the Committees" of 
Correspondence of the several Counties of the purport of 
the foregoing Resolve. • 

Ordered, That the Secretary be, and he hereby is, 
directed to notify the Chairman of each of the said County 
Committees of the purport of the said Resolve. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes 
for a Committee to consider on some method for supplying 
the Treasury, reported that the following gentlemen" were 
chosen, viz : 

The Reverend Mr. Murray, Cohnel Dexter, Colonel 
Gerrish, Mr. Gill, Mr. Gerry, Captain Stone, and Cap- 
tain Greenleaf. . : . 

On a motion made by the Reverend Mr. Murray that 
he might be excused from serving on the above Commit- 
tee, and having offered his reasons therefor, the question 
was put, whether he be excused, agreeably to his request, 
from serving on said .Committee ; and it passed in the 
affirmative. - . " 

The Congress then made choice of Doctor Taylor to 
serve on said Committee, in the room of Mr. Murray, who 
hath been excused. 

In Provincial Congress, April 29, 1775. 
- The President having received a Letter from Messrs. N ich- 
olas Brown and Joseph Brown, dated Providence, April 
27, 1775, desiring that this Congress Would observe secrecy 
in respect to the capture of their brother, John Brown, at 
Newport, on the 26th instant: And. also another from the 
Honourable Stephen Hopkins, Esquire, dated Providence, 
April 27th, 1775, presented the sf me T to this Congress ' 
which being read, ^ ' 
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. Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Colonel Gerrish, and Doc- 
tor Taylor, be, and they hereby are appointed a Com- 
mittee lo .confer, with the .abovesaid Joseph Brown, who 
now waTts;tEe^theiadvice gf,this Congress. 

Ordered, That said Committee be, and they are here- 
by authorized to consider what is proper to be done, and 
: "make report forthwith. 

The president J[jkewise received a Letter from Worces- 
ter^ enclosing one from New- York,, dated April 24, ] 775, 
which gave information of the arrival of a Packet there, 
with despatches for General Gage, and recommended that 
- care be take njoj ntercept the same. 
- , Ordered, That Colonel Grout be directed to carry the 
Letter, last mentioned, to the Committee of Safety, now 
sitting at Cambridge. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, seven o'clock. 

._';'"'. ; - . / Sunday, April 30, 1775. 

The Commjttee appointed yesterday to wait on the 
Committee of Safety, reported that they had attended the 
business. ; tQ^whi9|) they were appointed, and brought from 
said Committee the following account : 

.■-"--'-,--"' - " ' . I' In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, ) 
-'.•-■'•'. •'■■_-■'-, '-."'..'- "April 29, 1775. \ 
" Agreeably to" the order of the Provincial Congress, 
this Committee have inquired into the state and situation 
of the J Cannpn_ and Ordnance Stores, with the provision 
made for the Companies of Artillery, and beg leave to 
report as_ follows, viz: 

."'In Cambridge, six three-pounders complete, with am- 
munition, and one six-pounder. 

\- " \nWptertqwn, sixteen pieces of artillery, of different 
sizes. . The said, six-pounder and sixteen pieces will be 
taken ou /t of jhe w~a;f, and the first mentioned six pieces, 
will be used in a proper way of defence. 

" Captain Foster is appointed to command one of the 
Companies of Artillery, and ordered to enlist said Com- 
pany. 

"Captain William Lee, of Marblehead, has been sent 
for to take the command of another, and several other 
persons fiave_l3een sent for to take the command of other 
Companies. Joseph Warren, Chairman." 

Ordered, That Colonel Grout be directed to request of 
the Committee of Safety a Report respecting the inhabi- 
tants of Boston. 

A motion was made for an addition to the Committee of 
Safety, and after some debate, the matter was ordered to 
subside. 

The Congress then adjourned to twelve o'clock this day. 

The Congress met at twelve o'clock, and adjourned to 
half after one, 

_ Congress met pursuant to adjournment, and adjourned 
to half after three. 

At which time the Congress met again. 
_ Ordered, That another express be immediately sent to 
trie Committee of Safety to procure their result with re- 
spect to moving out the inhabitants of Boston. 

Ordered, That Colonel Mosely be directed to repair 
forthwith to Cambridge, on this errand. 

The President was then' directed to write a short Letter 
to said Committee on this important purpose. The Letter 
is as foljows; 

''■*.'' . "la Provincial Congress, April 30, 1775. 

- "Sm: I am directed to inform you, that it is with re- 
gret this Congress find themselves obliged to send to the 
Committee, of Safety a third messenger, to request their 
immediate Report on the subject of the. removal of the 
poor inhabita*nts_of Boston. 

"To wait for that Report the Congress have suspended 
all proceedings on that matter, and sat in almost impatient 
expectation, by several adjournments, since seven o'clock 
this morning. I am obliged to request your answer by 
this express; without loss of time, that the Congress may 
then see what it is their duty to conclude on. f have the 
honour to be, with great respect, Sir, your most obedient 
humble iervant,. . John Murray. 

" To Joseph Warren, Esquire, Chairman of the Committee 
of Safety," 



Ordered, That Mr. Dix, Doctor Taylor, and Mr. Bul- 
len, be a Committee to inquire into the conduct of the 
several Towns relative to the prisoners of war. 

Ordered, That the Resolve, relative to altering the time 
„ of ^meeting of the County Committees, be printed in the 
Salem Gazette, and in the Massachusetts Spy. 

A Committee from the Committee of Safety offered to 
this Congress a Resolve respecting the liberation of the 
inhabitants of Boston, which being read, and amended, was 
accepted, and is as follows: -. - 

"In Provincial Congress, Watertown, ) 
April 30, 1775. \ 

" Whereas, an agreement has been made between Gen- 
eral Gage and the inhabitants of the Town of Boiton, for 
the removal of the persons and effects of such of the inha- 
bitants of the Town of Boston as may be so disposed, ex- 
cepting their fire-arms and ammunition, into the country: 

" Resolved, That any of the inhabitants of thisColony, 
who niay incline to go into the Town of Boston, , withtfieir 
effects, fire-arms and ammunition excepted, have toleration 
for that purpose, and that they be protected from any injury 
and insult whatsoever, in their removal to Boston' and tlfat 
this Resolve be immediately published." 

" P. S. Officers appointed for giving permits for the above 
purpose are, one at the sign of the Sun, at Charlestown, 
and another at'the house of Mr. JohnGreaton, Jun., at 
Roxbury." 

Ordered, That attested copies of the foregoing Resolve 
beforthwith posted up at Roxbury, Charlestown, and Cam- 
bridge. 

Resolved, That the Resolution of Congress, relative to 
the removal of the inhabitants of Boston, be authentica- 
ted, and sent to the Selectmen of Boston, immediately 
to be communicated to General Gage, and also be pub- 
lished in the Worcester and Salem Papers. 

Ordered, That Dr. Taylor, TVIr. Bailey, Mr. Lotfirop, 
Mr. Holmes, and Colonel Farley, be a Committee to consi- 
der what steps are necessary to be taken, for the assisting 
the poor of Boston in moving" out with their effects, to 
bring in a Resolve for that purpose, and to set forthwith. 
Adjourned till to-morrow morning, seven o'clock. 

Monday, May 1, 1775. 
The Committee who were appointed to consider what 
steps are necessary to be taken with respect to assisting 
the poor of Boston in moving out with their effects, re- 
ported ; the Report was recommitted for amendment/and 
Captain Smith, of Granby, Colonel Mosely, Captain Good- 
ridge, and Major Smith, were added to the Committee. 

Ordered, That Mr. Patridge, Doctor Baylies and Mr. 
Greenleaf, be a Committee to inspect the Papers of this 
Congress, and consider what would be proper to furnish 
the Printer With for publication, and make report. 

The Committee appointed" to inspect the Papers "of the 
Congress, reported several extracts of Letters for publica- 
tion, which are ordered to be delivered /to Mr. Hall, of 
Salem, for that purpose. 

On a motion made, that the sense of the Congress be 
taken on this question, viz : Whether the Commissions to 
be given for the Officers of the Army, now forming in this 
Colony, shall be signed by the President of the Congress ; 
the question was put, and it passed in the affirmative. 

Congress then adjourned to three o'clock, this afternoon. 

'...:"_■ Afternoon. 

A Letter brought from Northampton, by express, from 
Major Hawley, respecting the bearer of despatches from 
General Gage, was read. 

On which, Ordered, That Colonel Gerrish, Esquire^ 
Gardner and Major Gooding, be a Committee to take. the 
same into consideration, and report. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Letter from Major Hawley, reported, that the most likely 
way of detecting the bearer of despatches for Goyernour 
Gage, was, to forward the said Letter by Major Gooding, 
to the Committee of Safety at Cambridge, that they may 
take order thereon. 

Which Report was accepted, and the said Letter, to- 
gether with two anonymous Letters from London, were 
ordered to be sent to the ?aid Committee of Safety. " 
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Moved, That William Read, Esq., be admitted in this 
House, to represent to this Congress the sufferings he met 
with on the 19th. April last, at Lexington. 

The question being put, after debate had thereon, it 
passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That Captain Bragdon, Captain Dix, and 
Mr. Gill, be a Committee to confer with the above named 
Esquire Read, and to make report of their conference. 
'Resolved, That Mr. Gerry have leave to bring in. an 
order of this House, for leave to the several Members of 
this Congress to pass the Guards of the Colony Army 
without molestation. 

Mr. Gerry accordingly brought in an order for this pur- 
pose, and after debates" had thereon, it was ordered to be 
recommitted. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a form of a Com- 
mission for the_Cqlony Officers, reported. 

The form which they reported was read, and accepted, 
and is as follows: 
- '-The Congress of the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay. 

" To Greeting : 

" We, reposing especial trust and confidence in your cour- 
age and good conduct, do, by these presents, constitute 
and appoint you, the said ....... to be ..... of 

the Regiment of foot raised by the Congress 

aforesaid, for the defence of said Colony. You are, there- 
fore, carefully and diligently to discharge the duty of a 
. .- ■-. . . . in leading, ordering and exercising the said 

....... in arms, both inferiour officers and. soldiers, 

and to keep them in good order and discipline; and they 
are hereby commanded to obey you as their . , .... . , 

and you are yourself to observe, and follow, such orders 
and instructions as you shall, from time to time, receive 
from the General and Commander-in-Chief of the Forces, 
raised in the Colony aforesaid for the defence of the same, 
or any other your superiour officers, according to military 
rules and discipline in war, in pursuance of the trust reposed 
in you. By order of the Congress : 

" , President pro tern. 

"...., the .... of .... A. D. 1775. 
"...... Secretary pro tern." 

Ordered, That a fair copy of the foregoing form of a 
Commission be taken, and transmitted to the press ; and 
that one thousand copies thereof be printed. 

Mr* Gerry again reported the form of a Pass for the use 
of the Members of this Congress ; which was accepted, 
and; six hundred of them ordered to be printed. It is as 
follows : 

"To the Guards of the Colony Army. 
" Pursuant tff a Resolve of the Provincial Congress, you 
are hereby ordered to permit . . . . , a Member of said 
Congress, to pass and repass at all times. 

" Secretary." 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, ) 
May 1, 1775. £ 

Resolved, That the General Officer of the Army of this 
Colony be, and he hereby is directed to sign a sufficient 
number of blank Passes for Members of this Congress, and 
to: deliver the same Jo the Secretary. 

The Committee who were appointed to consider of mea- 
sures for assisting the poor of Boston to move out of said 
• Town, haying amended their Report, again reported : which 
Report being read, wajsaccepted, and one hundred and fifty 
copies, thereof ordered to be printed, and a copy forthwith 
transmitted to the Committee of Donations in Boston, and 
that Mr. Gill take the charge of transmitting the same. 

The Report is as follows, viz : 

" In Provincial Congress, Watertown, ) 
May 1, 1775. $ 

" Whereas, the inhabitants of the Town of Boston have 
been detained . by General Gage, but at length, by agree- 
ment, are permitted to remove, with their effects, into the 
country; and as ~it_ has been represented to this Congress, 
that about five thousand. of said inhabitants are indigent, 
and unable to be at the expen&e of removing themselves: 

Therefore, Resolved, That rt be, and it is hereby recom- 
mended to all the good people of this Colony, and espe- 
cially to the Selectmen, and Committee of Correspond- 



ence most convenient to Boston, that they aid and. assist 
such poor inhabitants with teams, wagons, &c, as shall 
procure a certificate from the Committee of Donations 
that they are unable to remove themselves; and it is fur- 
ther recommended to the Selectmen of the several Towns 
specified in the schedule annexed, to provide for said in- 
habitants, in the best and most prudent way, until this, or 
some future Congress shall take further order thereon ; and 
that the said Selectmen receive, support, and employ their 
proportion of said inhabitants, assigned them in said sche- 
dule, and no other; and render their accounts to this or 
some future Congress, or House of Representatives, for 
allowance ; which reasonable accounts shall be paid out of 
the publick Treasury. And it is further Fecommerided to 
the Committee of Donations, to apply said donations for 
the removal of said inhabitants, and for their support whilst 
removing; and in case that is insufficient, it is further re- 
commended to said Committee of Donations, that they 
make up said deficiency, and lay their accounts before the 
Congress for allowance; which reasonable expense shall be 
paid out of the publick Treasury of the Colony. And it 
is further Resolved, That the inhabitants of Boston thus 
removed, shall not, in future, be considered as the prior of 
said Town into which they remove ; and it is to be under- 
stood, that if the number of the poor who shall be removed 
in consequence hereof should surpass or fall short of the 
number herein calculated, the distribution of them shall be 
increased or diminished, in proportiop to this regulation : 



County of Suffolk. 

Wrentham, persons, 89 

Stoughtonham, " 32 

Medway, " 38 

Bellingham, " 25 

Walpole, " 31 
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Middlesex County. 



Concord, 
Marlborough, 


persons, 


66 
80 


Billerica^ 


el 


54 


Framingham, 


it 


63 


Chelmsford, 


a 


49 


Sherburne, 


<< 


31 


Sudbury, 
Weston, 




85 
41 


Westford, 


it 


45 


Littleton, 


a 


41 


Hopkinton, 
Stow, 




42 
36 


Groton, 


(( 


61 


Pepperel, 
Townsend, 


a 

££ 


34 
26 


Natick, 


_ it - 


20 


Dracut, 


tt 


35 


Bedford, 


u 


29 


Holliston, 


a 


34 


Tewksbury, 
Acton, 


it 

It 


28 
32 


Dunstable, 


it 


30 


Lincoln, 


it 


29 


Wilmington, 


a 


25 
1016 


Plymouth County. 
Brigewater, persons, 
A.bington, " 


81 
22 


Halifax, 


(( 


12 
115 


Bristol 
Taunton, 
Rehoboth, 


County. 
persons, 

ti 


103 
129 


Dartmouth, 


a 


113 


Norton, 


It 


47 


Mansfield, 


ti 


30 


Attleborough, 


a 


75 


Raynham, 
Easton, 


it 
ti 


31 
35 


Berkley, 


a 


25 



Berkshire County. 
Sheffield, persons, 54 

Great-Barringfon " 24 

Stockbridge, " 25. 

Pittsfield, " 31 

New-Marlborougb, 30 

Egremont, " .13 

Richmond, " 23 

Lenox, " 16 

Tyringham, " .13 

Laiiesbprough, " 32 

Sandisfjeld, " 23 

Williamstown, " 20 

East-Hoosock, " 10 . 
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Hampshire County. 
Springfield, persons, 
Wilbraham, " ' 

Northampton", " 
Southampton, " 

Hadley; " 

South Hadley, _ : " 
Amherst, i - - " 
Granby, , ._ ". 
Hatfield, 

Whately, " 

Williamsburgh, " 
Westfield, " " 

Deerfield, "■ 

Greenfield, " 

Shelburn, 
Conway, - 
Sunderland, 
Montague, 
Northfield, . 
Brimfield, 
Sputh-Brimfieid , 
Monson, 
Pelham, 
Greenwich, 
Blandford, 
Leverett, 
Palmer, 
Granville, 
Ne.w-Salem, 
Belchertbwn, 
Colrain, 
Ware, 
Warwick, 
Bemardston, 
Murraysfield, 



68 
31 
70 
25 
30 
23 
34 
17 
35 
13 

9 
50 
36 
24 
14 
17 
19 
18 
26 
44 
26 
23 
25 
24 
19' 

4 
25 
44 
22 
28 
17 
13 
10 
14 
17 
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Charjeniont, persons, 12 Shrewsbury, persons, 32 

Worthington, <•' 6 Lunenburgh, " 51 

Shuteshury, " 14 Fitchburgh, " 19 

.. Chesierjeld, " 22 Uxbridge, " 36 

Southwjck, " 19 Harvard, " 50 

'- West-Springfield, " 72 Dudley, " 32 

■" " Ludlow, » 10 Bolton, " 48 

>■ .-M .;..■'.■ •%'■«?' - 1069 Up ton > " 20 

ixt---*- /-, == Sturbridge, " 45 

w Worcester County. Leominster, « 38 

Worcesier, persons, 82 Hardwick, «-" 55 

Lancaster, « 103 Holden, « 26 

" ^fe, " 76 Weston, « 35 

Brookfield, « 99 Douglass, « 22 

Oxford, « - 35 Grafton, « 38 

Charlton, « -, 35 Petereham, « 38 

Sutton, ". 98 Royalston, « 8 

Le.cester, « 36 Westminster," « 31 

Spencer, « 31 AthoIj (! 2Q 

Paxton « 20 Templeton, » 25 

' J*,^* "" ■ 48 Princeton, « 24 

Oakham, « 14 Ashburnham, " 12 

Hutchmpn, " 42 Winchendon, , " 9 

, Hubbajdston, '< 9 Northbridge, « 13 

i\ew-lsraintree, " 32 

Southbgrotrgh, _ " 36 1586 

■ Westbqrough, " 38 Whole number, 4903 

Northbprough, " ' 25 ==== 

' Ord^fid, That Mr. Patridge, Mr. Lothrop and Doc- 
tpr ifcy/ie*, be directed to assist the Secretary in copy in o- 
the foregoing Report, &c. 

. The^Committee appointed to confer with William Read, 
.Esq., reported the following, (presented to them by Wm. 
-. J* e «d, Esq., of Lexington, in behalf of Joseph Loring, J. 
Coring, Jun., Widow Mulliken, and Joseph Pond,) viz: 

J 1 Joseph Loring, Joseph Loring, Jun., Widow Lydia 
Muthken,and Joseph Pond, had their houses, furniture, pro- 
Visions, and all apparel, burnt by Gen. Gage's Troops in the 
late battle, whereby .they" are reduced to a state of abject 
poverty. William Read, Esquire, prays, in behalf of the 
above distressed inhabitants of Lexington, that they may 
have a present relief from the honourable Congress of one 
hundred and sixty pounds of Pork, in order to prevent 
their starving." 

Whereupon, Ordered, That the Committee of Supplies 
be, and they are hereby directed to deliver to said William 
Read, Esq., or to his order, for the use of the said Joseph 
Loring, Joseph Loring, Jun., Widow Mulliken, and Joseph 
Pond, one barrel of Pork. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bollock, Colonel How and Cap- 
tain White, be a Committge to consider what is proper to 
be done, with respect to furnishing the Army with some 
present necessaries. 

All the Committees were enjoined to sit. 

Adjourned until to-morrow morning. 

. ■ • Tuesday, May 3, 1775. 

Resolved, That another President be chosen pro tern., 
and that he_be chosen by nomination. 

Colonel Warren was then nominated and chosen. 

Ordered, That Mr. Patridge, Doctor Taylor and Mr. • 
Dix, be a Committee to wait on Colonel Warren, to inform 
him of said choice. 

. Colonel Warren accordingly attended, and after offering 
his reasops for excuse;, Moved, that a Commifte be appoint- 
ed to wait on Doctor Joseph Warren, informing him of the 
absence of the Reverend Mr. Murray, who has lately offi- 
ciated as President, and to know if he can now attend the 
Congress in that station. Whereupon, 

Ordered, That/Doctor Dunsmore be a Committee for 
that purpose; who accordingly waited upon Doctor War- 
ren, and received the. following reply : 

" Cambridge, May 2, 1775. 

"■Doctor Warren presents his best respects to the hon- 
ourable the Provincial Congress: informs them that he 
will obey their order, and attend his duty in Congress in 
the afternoon." 

Ordered, That Colonel Gerrish, Colonel Warren, Hon. 
Mr, Dexter, Mr. Gill, and Capt. Brown, of Abington, be 



a Committee to consider the propriety of taking measures 
for securing the records of those Counties which are more 
immediately exposed_ in this day of danger. 

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Dexter, Colonel 
Warren, and Mr. Gill, be a Committee to prepare a 
draught of a Letter to the Delegates of Congress, now in 
Connecticut, giving them instruction with respect to the 
arrival at this Colony of two gentlemen from the Assembly 
of Connecticut, with an address to General Gage, and a _ 
commission to treat with him respecting a cessation of hos-- -==a 
tilities, he. 

Ordered, That Captain Stone, of Oakham, Deacon 
Rawson, and Major Fuller, of Newton, be a Committee 
to draw up the form of an oath to be taken by the Officers 
and Soldiers of the Army, now forming in this Colony. 

The Committee appointed to consider what might be 
proper to be done with respect to furnishing the Army 
with some present necessaries, reported. 

The Report was read, and ordered to lie on the table for _ 
the present. ~ " 

A Letter from Manchester, to Doctor Taylor, respecting ~~ 
a computation of the Taxes paid by Great Britain and ~ 
America, &c, was read: Whereupon, — .-*: 

Ordered, That Mr. Webster, Deacon Cheeverj and "T, 
Captain Stone, be a Committee to take the said Letter into ~ 
consideration, and make report. 

The Committee who. were appointed to prepare a Letter — 
to the Delegates of this Congress at Connecticut, reported ; 
which Report being read, was unanimously accepted, and is 
as follows, viz : " 

"Gentlemen: Although , this Congress entertain the 
highest opinion of the virtue and publick spirit of the 
Colony of Connecticut, and have not the smallest doubt 
of the attachment of the General Assembly of that Colony" 
to the glorious cause of freedom, now threatened with total 
destruction by a corrupt Ministry; yet the arrival of two 
gentlemen, of the first character, from that Colony^with an 
address to General Gage, and a commission to~lreat with 
hjm on the subject of American grieTa'rices, and to propose, 
as we: are informed, a cessation of hostilities, at_a time 
when that gentleman can "be considered in no other light ~ 
than as an instrument in the hands, and under the absolute 
direction of Administration, to subjugate, and fojLthat de- 
testable purpose, to spread slaughter and destruction among 
His Majesty!s loyal subjects ; of his disposition to do which" 
he has recently given a flagrant proof in massacring a 
number of innocent people, who were in the peace of God 
and the King; and by other act§ of injustice and cruelty, 
we cannot but be greatly alarmed for the consequences. 
Any interruptions of that happy union of the Colonies 
which has taken place, woild prove of the most fatal ten- 
dency, and we cannot but view every kind of negotiation 
between any Colony and the chief instrument of ministerial 
vengeance here, as being likely to operate towards such an 
interruption. We apprehend that things are now reduced 
to such a state, that nothing but an immediate recourse to 
arms, and a. steady and persevering exertion in military 
operations can possibly prevent our destruction, and that a 
recourse to any othermethod is, at best, nugatory and vain. 
" Any proposals, either to Parliament, to the Ministry, or 
to their Agents here, made separately by a single Colony, - ~ 
may produce rfTOst tremendous events with regard to Ame- ' 
rica; and we apprehend nothing could be more pleasing to 
our enemies than the making such proposals. We are so 
deeply impressed with the sense of the importance und 
absolute necessity of a thorough union of the Colonies, and 
particularly with respect to the raising- and sup'porting an 
Army, to act with the utmost vigour at this alarming crisis ; 
and so fearful of any'measures taking place, whereT>y~iKeT 
common cause may be endangered, "that we have unani- 
mously concluded it necessary to suggest to you our fears 
respecting the effects of this embassy from Connecticut to 
Gage ; and we expect you will make a proper representa- 
tion of the sentiments of this Congress to their Assembly, 
in hopes that you" will receive "such an_explanation of their 
motives, and such assurances of their intention immediately 
to co-operate with this Gojqny, asvmay remove every 

gloomy apprehension, and confirm us/in that, high estima- 
tion in which we have ever held the respectable Colony pf ^z 
Connecticut. m 
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"P. _S. If the Assembly is dissolved, "Tt is expected that 
you will tarry to treat with the next Assembly. 

" To Jedediah Foster, Timothy Danielson, and John 
Bliss, Esquires." 

On. motion made, 

Ordered, That at three o'clock this afternoon, this 
Congress do take into consideration the Precepts issued by 
General Gage for calling a General Assembly. 

Resolved, That Captain Goodman be directed to take 
the charge of transmitting, forthwith, the Letter to the 
Delegates of this Colony, now in Connecticut. 

Ordered, That a postscript be added to said Letter, in- 
structing said Delegates that if their Assembly should be 
dissolved, they tarry there, to treat with the new Assem- 
bly. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Afternoon. 

, A Letter was presented to this Congress by Esquire 
Ailcin, from Mr. Lemuel Williams, dated Dartmouth, May 
1st, 1775, to said Ailcin, which was read : Whereupon, 
* : Ordered, That Mr. Batchelder, Esquire Dix, Colonel 
Farley, Mr. Greenleaf, and Mr. Bent, be a Committee 
to take the said Letter into consideration, and report as 
soon as may be, and that Esquire Ailcin be desired to at- 
tend on said Committee. 

The Order of the Day was moved for. 

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Precepts 
for calling a General Assembly, be referred to Thursday 
next, at ten o'clock, A. M. 

Ordered, That Deacon Cheever, Colonel Warren, Mr. 
Gill, Honourable Mr. Dexter, and the President, be a 
Committee to bring in a Resolve, for the purpose of grant- 
ing liberty to such persons in Boston as incline to send 
into the country for their effects, that so another obstacle 
may be removed to the liberating of the inhabitants of 
Boston, 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, President Warren, Hon. 
Mr. Dexter, Colonel Warren, and Colonel Gerrish, be a 
Committee to forward an express to the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress, with authenticated copies of the Depo- 
sitions and Address to the inhabitants of Great Britain, 
and Letter to Mr, Franklin, lately sent to Great Britain, 
per Captain Derbyjr>{ Salem ; also, to send another original 
set of said papers by said express, to be forwarded by the 
vessel in the Southern Colonies, to London, and to report 
an application to be sent by said express to the Continen- 
tal Congress. 

Colonel Learned moved, that the sense of this Con- 
gress might be taken, whether the Regiment he is now 
raising, may be a Regiment of Grenadiers. The matter 
was ordered to subside. 

A motion was made and seconded, that a Committee be 
appointed, to take into consideration the expediency of 
drifting a certain proportion of the Town's stock of Pow- 
der, &c, from such Towns as they shall think proper, for 
the present supply of the Army now establishing in this 
Colony. The matter was ordered to subside until the 
Congress had passed, upon a Report for giving license to 
such persons jn Boston as incline to send into the country 
for their effects ; which Report was read, amended, and ac- 
cepted, and is as follows, viz : 

. '.' Jn PrJvinekl Congress, Watertown, May 2, 1775. 

"Resolved, That such inhabitants of this Colony as have 
repaired to the Town of Boston, there to take up their 
residence, and have effects in the other Towns of this 
Government, be permitted, each of them, to send out a 
servant or other person, without arms, to put up and trans- 
port into the said Town of Boston, any such goods or 
effects, excepting arms and ammunition ; and that the 
officers appointed for granting permits at Roxbury and 
Charlestown, be, and hereby are directed to provide a 
suitable attendant to each person so sent out, whose busi- 
ness it shall be to continue with him till he returns, and 
that permits, agreeable to the intention of this Resolve, be 
granted." 

Ordered, That Mr. Freeman, Doctor Taylor, Mr. 
Lewis, Colonel Dwight, and Esquire Gardner, be a Com- 
mittee 16 consider what measures are proper to be taken 



for liberating those persons who were taken prisoners by 
the Troops under trie command of General Gage, on the 
19th of April. 

The Committee appointed to devise ways and means for 
supplying the Treasury, reported, as to the first step, and 
asked leave to sit again.* 

All the Committees were enjoined to sit. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday, May 3, 1775. ' 

Ordered, That Deacon Cheever he desired to make 
application to the Reverend Doctor Cooper, to request 
that he would officiate as Chaplain to this Congress during 
its. session in this place. 

Ordered, That Doctor Taylor, Mr. Lothrop, and Mr. 
Paine, be a Committee to forward the Proclamations for a 
Fast into the country as soon as possible. 

Resolved, That this last mentioned Order be reconsider- 
ed; and thereupon, 

Ordered, That the Committee vyho were ^appointed at 
Concord for dispersing the Proclamations, be required, to 
perform their duty with all possible expedition. 

On the application from the Committee" of Sa/ety rela- 
tive to supplying Col. Arnold with one hundred Pounds, 
and sundry Warlike Stores, """':"■"". 

Ordered, That Mr. Greenleaf, Mr. Gill, and Sir. Pa- 
tridge, be a Committee to take said application into con- 
sideration, and report. 

The Committee on the application from the Committee 
of Safety reported. The Report was read ajid accepted, 
and is as follows: 

" In Provincial Congress, Waterfown, May 3, 1775. ' 

" Resolved, That the within request of the Committee of 
Safety be granted, and that the Committee of Supplies be, 
and they hereby are directed to furnish Colonel Benedict 
Arnold with ten Horses, two hundred pounds of Gun- 
powder, two hundred pounds of Lead BaJ Is, and one thou- 
sand Flints, at the expense of the Colony ; and that said 
Committee draw upon Henry Gardner, Esquire, Receiver- 
General, for one hundred Pounds, in favour of said Ar- 
nold, and take his receipt for the. whole, said ."Arnold to be 
accountable therefor to this or some other Congress, or 
future House of Representatives." *- '-. 

Ordered, That Colonel Warren, Doctor Bolten, Mr. 
Dix, Colonel Farley, and Doctor Taylor, be a Committee 
to ascertain the power of the Committees of Supplies and 
of Safety, and to see whether it be necessary "that they be 
invested with other powers than they now have. 

The Committee appointed to bring in the form of a Re- 
solve, empowering the Treasurer to borrow a certain sum 
of Money, and the form of a Note to be by him given to the 
lender, &c, reported. The Report was amended, read, r ' 
and accepted, and is as follows : 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and hereby is 
empowered and directed to borrow the sum of One Hun- 
dred Thousand Pounds, lawful money, and issue Colony 
securities for the same, payable with' annual interest, at six 
per cent., June 1st, 1777; and that the Continental Con- 
gress be desired to recommend to the several Colonies to 
give a currency to such securities. ''"''_ ' - 

Resolved, That the Securities given by the Receiver- 
General for the Moneys borrowed by him, in pursuance of 
the aforegoing Resolve, be in the form' following, viz: 

"JSo. ... The . .^ . day of A.D.lll . 

"Borrowed and received of A. B. the.sum of .... 
Pounds, lawful money, for the use and service of the 
Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay ; and in behalf of said 
Colony, I do hereby promise and oblige myself and my suc- 
cessors in the office of Treasurer or Receiver-General, to 
repay to the said A. B., or to his order, on the first day of 



* The Committee appointed to devise ways and means for supplying 
the Treasury, beg leave to report, as the first step, that the Receiver 
jffnu em P owere<1 and directed to borrow the sum of One Hun- 
dred Thousand Pounds, and issue Colony securities in the form fol- 
lowing, payable with annual interest, at six per cent., in the year 
177 ; and that when the subscription is filled up, the Continental 
Congress be desired to recommend it to the several Colonies, to give a 
currency to such securities iii all payments whatsoever, and that a 
Resolve pass for that purpose. The Committee ask leave to sit again. 

8. Dexter, per order. 
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June, 1777, the aforesaid sum of 



Pounds, 



lawful money, in Spanish milled dollars, at six shillings 
eadh, or in the several species of coined silver and gold 
£ri.urjrtMle<i.in an act for ascertaining the rates at which 
' coined silver, and gold, English half-pence and farthings, 
. may pass* within this Government, and according to the 
rates therein mentioned, with interest, to be paid annually, 
at six per cent. 

-••- A. B, } Witness my hand, 

C.JD, i£ H.G. 

E. F. S 

( The Committee on the Letter from Mr. Lee to Doctor 

Taylor, reported verbally, that a copy of said Letter be 

forwarded to Qur Members of the Continental Congress. 

.-".. Upon a motion, the question was put, whether the above 

Report be accepted, and passed in the negative. 

Resolved, That in all orders for impressing Horses and 
Carnages, the Horses and Carriages of the Members of 
this Congress be excepted, and that a copy of this Resolve 
Be sept, .to the Committee of. Safety and Committee of 
Supplies. 

. Ordered, That at three o'clock this afternoon, the Con- 
gress", will take into consideration the propriety of establish- 
ing pay for a Brigade Major. 

Ordered, That at five o'clock this afternoon, the Con- 
gress will come to the choice of a Committee of three 
persons (by ballot) to procure a Copperplate for printing 
the Colony Notes, and to countersign them. 

Ordered, That the Committee who reported a Resolve 
relative to borrowing Money, &tc, bring in a Resolve that 
no note "be given by the Receiver-General for a less sum 
"than four. Pounds.. 

Adjourned* to three o'clock, P. M. 

*" * ~ ^ ''" ' : - Afternoon. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve that 
. no note be given by jhe Receiver-General for any sum 
less than four Pounds, reported ; the Report was amended 
and accepted, and is as follows : 

" Whereas, inconveniences may arise by the Receiver- 
General issuing notes. tPT small sums : 

£: Therefore, re'sohed, That the ^Receiver-General be, 
and he hereby is, directed not to issue any notes for a less 
sum than four Pounds, lawful money." 

The Report of the Committee appointed to take into 
consideration the advance pay to the Soldiers, was taken 
up and read, but as part of the Report is superseded by a 
Resolve, in the morning : 

"Therefore, ordered, That the Report be recommitted, 
and that part thereof which hath been superseded be left 
out, and that each Soldier be allowed twenty Shillings, 
lawful money, advance. 

The Order of the Day was moved for. 

Resolved, That Captain Parker, Colonel Howe, and 
Colonel Farley, be a Committee to take into consideration 
the propriety of establishing pay for a Brigade Major. 

The above Vote was reconsidered. 

The Committee appointed to report the form of an Oath, 
reported ; the Report was read, and recommitted. 

Ordered, That Major Fuller and Captain Brown, of 
Watertoim, be a Committee to count and sort the votes 
for a Committee to procure a Copperplate for printing 
the Colony Notes, and to countersign them. 

The Committee having attended that service, reported, 
that the Honourable Samuel _ Dexter, Esquire, Doctor 
Joseph Warren, and Mr. Moses Gill, were chosen. 

Mr. Cheever, who was appointed to wait on the Reve- 
rend Doctor Cooper, and desire his attendance on this Con- 
gress to. officiate as their Chaplain, reported, that he had 
attended the service^assigned him, and that the state of the 
Doctor's ..affaire was such that he could not attend, accord- 
ing to the desire of the Congress. 

The Committee appointed' to report a Letter to the Con- 
tinental Congress, reported ; the Report was read and 
accepted, and ordered to be copied, and forwarded as soon 
as may be. 

Ordered, That Colonel Davis be desired to wait ori the 
Reverend Mr. Gordon, and desire that he would attend 
on this Congress, and officiate as their Chaplain during 
their sessionln the Town of Watertovm. 



The Committee who were appointed to take under con- 
sideration the advance pay to the Soldiers, reported ; the 
Report was recommitted, and Captain 'Stone and Doctor 
Taylor added to the Committee. 

The Committee who were appointed to consider what 
measures are proper to be taken for liberating those persons 
who were taken prisoners by the Troops, under General 
Gage, on the nineteenth of April, reported a Resolve ; 
which, was read and accepted, and Ordered, that any 
Member who desires a copy may have one.* The Re- 
solve is as follows: "_ _ 

" In Provincial Congress, Watertown, > 
" May 3, 1775. \ 

" Whereas, a number of the inhabitants of this Colony 
were taken prisoners by the Troops, under the command 
of General Gage, on the nineteenth of April last, and are 
by him so held : 

" Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Congress, that 
an application be sent to General Gage, signed by the 
wives or rrearest relations of such prisoners, and the Se- _ 
lectmen of the Towns to which they respectively belong, 
desiring that he would discharge their friends from their 
said imprisonment ; and they are empowered hereby to 
offer to send in to the General an equal number of his 
Troops, now in the hands of this people, who were taken 
prisoners on the aforesaid nineteenth of April, upon his 
liberating their friends as aforesaid." 

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, May 4, 1775. 

Colonel Davis, who was appointed to wait upon the 
Reverend Mr. Gordon, to desire that he would officiate 
as Chaplain to this Congress, reported that he bad waited 
upon Mr. Gordon, and that Mr. Gordon informerf him 
that he would attend accordingly. 

The Committee who were appointedto take into con- 
sideration the" advance pay to the Soldiers, again reported ; 
which Report was read, amended, and accepted, and order- 
ed to be authenticated, and sent forthwith to Head-Quar- 
ters. It is as follows : ": 

"Whereas, the distressed state of this Colony, at this 
alarming crisis, calls for its utmost exertions, that the Army 
now to be raised be forthwith completed ;. 

" Therefore,resolved, That each non^corflmissioned Offi- 
cer and Private Soldier, who"hasor;sbaijen]ist liimseff into 
the service of this Colony, shall have twenty Shillings paid 
him out of the Receiver-General's Office, as an advance ; 
and that the Commanding Officer of each Regiment, who 
shall be empowered to act as Muster-Master for his said 
Regiment, shall draw from the Receiver-GeneralV Office 
the sum of twenty Shillings for each Non-commissioned 
Officer and Private. Soldier in his said Regimem, and pay 
the same, according to the tenour of this Resolve," as soon 
as said men shall have enlisted themselves^ and be duly 
sworn, and give his bond (with sufficient surety^ to the 
Receiver-General therefor; said bond to "be discharged by 
a receipt produced by said Officer from each_Non-cpmmis- , 
sioned Officer and Private Soldier, that he"ti as received the 
same." ~ 

On application made to this Congress for an order on 
the Committee of Supplies for one barrel of Powder, for 
the use of the inhabitants of Falmoutli, m Casco-Bay : 

Ordered, That this matter be referred to the said Com- 
mittee of Supplies ; they to act thereon as they think test. 

The Order of the Day moved for. 

The absent Members were ordered to be called in.. 

On a motion made, that a Committee be appointed to 
bring in a Resolve containing a reconsideration of a Re- 
solve passed by this Congress at Concord', the i first of April 

. * In Provincial Congress, Watertown, Mat 3, 1775. 
The Committee who were appointed by this Congress to consider 
what measures are proper to be taken for liberating those persons who 
Were taken prisoners by the Troops under General Gage, on the. nine- 
teenth of April, beg leave to report, they are of opinion, thatlf an 
application were sent: to General Gage, signed by the wives or near- 
est relations of such prisoners, and the Selectmen of the Towns to 
.which they respectively belong, who are empowered hereby to offer to 
send in those names, it would be the most effectual method winch 
could be taken for their release ; but if such application .should be un. 
successful, they think it wouldT>e highly expedient for this; Congress 
to consent to an exchange of prisoners ; further, to takg>uch measures 
in assistance to the friends of those unhappy captives as, iri their 
wisdom, they may think will be proper to be taken for that purpose, 
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last, giving it as their opinion, that "IT Writs should be 
issued for calling a General Assembly, to be held on the 
last Wednesday of May next, that the several Towns in 
this Colony ought to obey such precepts," and to bring in 
a Resolve recommending to the several Towns and Dis- 
tricts in this Colony not to obey such precepts : after a long 
and serious debate, the question was put, and it passed in 
the affirmative. For the question 94 ; the whole number 
of the House 107. 

Colonel Warren, Mr. Gerry, Colonel Gerrish, Doctor 
^ Holten, and Colonel Mandett, were accordingly appointed 
for this purpose. 

Ordered, That Captain Stone, of Framingham, Mr. 
Bent, and Major Fuller, be a Committee to examine the 
returns of the several Towns and Districts' stocks of Pow- 
der, and to bring in a Resolve recommending to such 
Towns as they think proper, which are not immediately 
exposed, to furnish the Towns of Falmouth and Arundel 
■ with one barrel of Powder each. 
" Adjourned to three o'clock, this afternoon. 

Aftarnoon. 

Resolved, That General Putnam and Colonel Porter, 
who were, with others of the Committee of Safety, ap- 
pointed by the said Committee of Safety and the Council 
of War to lay some special matters before this Congress, 
be admitted into this House, and that Colonel Warren, 
Mr. D evens, and Colonel Gerrish, be a Committee to in- 
troduce them. 

The left hand front Pew was assigned them to sit in; 

The absent Members were directed to attend. 

The said Committee, having accordingly attended this 
Congress, they informed the Congress, that the gentlemen 
delegated by the Assembly of Connecticut, to execute .an 
embassy to General Gage, had come out of Boston with 
Letters from him to the Assembly of Connecticut, of which 
they thought it proper to inform this Congress, that they 
might take order thereon if they thought fit. Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the President, Colonel Warren, Doctor 
Holten, Colonel Gerrish, Colonel Palmer, Doctor Baylies, 
Doctor Taylor, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Patridge, Mr. Gerry, 
and Mr i. Milk., together with the Committee from the Com- 
mittee of Safety and Council of War, be a Committee to 
hold a conference with the said Delegates from Connecticut, 
and to attend forthwith. 

The Committee appointed to inquire into the conduct of 
the several Towns, relative to the prisoners of war, reported. 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That Mr. Wyman apply to the Committee of 
Safety, desiring that they "would take such measures with 
respect to the Colony Stores, and two Regular Officers, with 
their waiters, now at Wohurn, as will remove the necessi- 
ty of keeping so large a guard as is now placed there to 
guard the same. 

The Committee appointed to confer with the Connecticut 
Delegates, reported, that they had conferred with them on 
the subject of their embassy, and of the Letter to their 
Assembly from General Gage; but that they thought it in- 
consistent with their honour, and the interest of the Colo- 
nies, to open it ; but that they would use their influence 
when they returned, to have the contents of it communi- 
cated to this Colony. 

Moved, That the Delegates from Connecticut be desired 
to attend this Congress. 

After debate, the matter was ordered to subside. 

Ordered, That the President, Colonel Warren, Colonel 
Dwight, Mr. Gerry, and Colonel Holten, be a Committee 
to return the compliments to the gentlemen from Connect- 
icut, for their patient attendance to the inquiry made of 
them by this Congress, respecting their embassy to General 
Gage. 7 : 

Moved, That the Resolve passed yesterday, respecting 
advance pay for the Soldiers, be reconsidered, so far as it 
respects Muster-Masters, and that two Muster-Masters be 
appointed by this Congress. 

After debate, the matter was ordered to. subside. 

Ordered ; That the President, Mr. Gerry, and Colonel 
Warren, be a Committee to prepare a Letter to the As- 
sembly of Connecticut, respecting their late application to 
General Gage. 

Ordered, That Captain Stone, Mr. Mills, Captain Mc- 
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Cobb, Doctor Perkins, Colonel Grout, and Mr. Kollock, be 
directed to copy the Depositions of the late hostile pro- 
ceedings of General Gage's Troops, to be transmitted to 
Connecticut. 

Adjourned until to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 

Friday, May 5, 1775. 

Ordered, That Deacon Stickney and Mr. Webster be 
added to the Committee who were appointed to examine 
the Returns, and Districts' stock of Powder, &tc, May 4, 
A. M. 

Ordered, That Doctor Taylor, Mr. Batchelder, and 
Doctor Holten, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve, re- 
lative, to an obstruction to the removing the inhabitants of 
l Boston, as expressed in a Letter to this Congress from the 
Selectmen of Boston, and other papers ; and that said Re- 
solve, when passed, together with the Resolve that passed 
this Congress the second instant, giving license to those 
persons in Boston who incline to send a servant out for 
their effects, be authenticated and transmitted to General 
Ward. 

The Committee who were appointed to bring in two 
Resolves respecting General Gage's Writs for calling an 
Assembly, reported ; both of which were read and accepted, 
and are as follows, viz: 
. Whereas, this Congress did, at their session at Concord, 
on the first day of April last, resolve, as their opinion, that 
if Writs be issued (in form as the law directs) for calling 
a General Assembly, to be held on the.last Wednesday of 
May next, that such Writs should be. ppeyed, Sic. " And 
whereas, many reasons now prevail, to convince us that 
consequences of a dangerous nature would result from the 
operation of that Resolution ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the said Vote and Resolution be recon- 
sidered, and it is hereby reconsidered and declared null and 
void. 

Whereas, his Excellency General Gage, since his arrival 
in this Colony, hath conducted as an instrument in the hands 
of an arbitrary Ministry to enslave this people, and a de- 
tachment under his command have of late been ordered to 
the Town of Concord, to destroy the publick Stores de- 
posited in that place for the use of the Colony : and where- 
as, by this clandestine and perfidious measure, a number of 
respectable inhabitants of the Colony, without any provoca- 
tion, have been illegally, wantonly, and inhumanly slaugh- 
tered by the Troops: therefore, - " =" --^ 

Resolved, That the said General Gage hath, by thgse 
means, and many others utterly disqualified himself to.serve 
this Colony as a Governour, and in every other capacity, 
and that no obedience ought, in future, to be paid by the 
several Towns and Districts in this Colony to his Writs 
for calling an Assembly, or to his Proclamations, or any- 
other of his acts or doings ; but that, on the other hand, he 
ought to be considered and guarded against as an unnatural 
and inveterate enemy to this Country. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gardner, Colonel Dwight, and 
Colonel Warren, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve, 
recommending the several Towns and Districts in this Col- 
ony, to choose Delegates for a new Provincial Congress, 
to be held on the last Wednesday of the present month. 

The Committee who were appointed to prepare the 
form of an Oath, to be taken by the Officers and Soldiers 
of the Army now raising in this Colony, reported; which 
Report was ordered for the present to" subside. 

The Committee. who were this day appointed to bring 
in a Resolve for the purpose of removing an obstruction to 
the liberating the inhabitants of Boston, reported ; which 
Report was ordered to be recommitted, and that Mr. Gill 
and Mr. Patridge be added to the Committee, 

The Committee who were yesterday appointed to pre- 
pare a Letter to the Assembly of Connecticut, reported a 
Letter, which was read, amended, and accepted, and is as 
follows:. "" -t-7. 

To the Honourable the Governour^and Company of the 
Colony of Connecticut : . ; .. 

Gentlemen : The Delegates appointed by your respect- 
able Assembly, to treat with" General Gage on the late un- 
happy events which have occurred in this Colony, have 
favoured us with a conference, and cpmnnmicated the sub- 
stance of their interview. with him. We are greatly alarmed 
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at the unparalleled wickedness of our unnatural enemies, 
hi endeavouring to persuade our sister Colony that the in- 
habitants of this first commenced hostilities; a suggestion 
which we cannot but think will appear absurd, when the 
great inequality of the Lexington Company, and detach- 
ment ofRegular Troops which attacked them, is coolly con- 
sidered. But to put this matter in the clearest light, we beg 
leave to enclose you the copies of depositions, taken by 
order of this Congress and despatched for London, con- 
taining the most incontestable evidence that the King's 
Troops first fired upon and killed several of the inhabitants 
of this Colony, before any injury was offered to them. 
We also enclose you the copies of an Address to the in- 
habitants of Great .Britain, and of a letter to our Colony 
Agent, and think it expedient to suspend the publication 
of the address and letter, until they shall have had their 
effect in England. 

The experience which we have had of General Gage, 
hath fulfy convinced us that but little dependance can be 
placed in his professions. Whilst he has been collect- 
ing his forces, fortifying our capita], and in every other 
respect preparing for war, we have been amused with 
his pretension to benevolence and kindness, evidently cal- 
culated to retard the pleasures which we were necessarily 
pursuing for self-defence. And we are constrained to de- 
clare, that .should he be at any future time possessed of 
forces su_periour to those raised for opposing him, we 
should, from his past conduct, have no hopes of escaping 
the; heaviest vengeance which ministerial tyranny could 
devise, assisted by the most inveterate enemies to man- 
kind in general, and of this their native Country in par- 
ticular. 

On the exertions of the Colonies and blessings of Heaven, 

.we alone, can depend for safety and support; and it is clearly 

the opinion of this Congress, that the establishment of a 

powerful army is the best and only measure left to bring 

the piescnt disputes to a happy issue. 

It. is evidently the business of the General to subjugate 
these amj tlie_other Colonies ; and we think there are the 
most convincing proofs, that, in order to effect it, he is con- 
stantly aiming to suspend their operations for defence until 
his re-enforcements shall arrive. But although we have 
been under gieat apprehensions with respect tothe advan- 
tages which die conference of Connecticut with General 
Gage may give our enemies, yet we have the greatest con- 
fidence jn the wisdom and, vigilance of your respectable 
Assembly and Colony, as well as of our other sister Col- 
onics, and have reason to hope, that while he fails in his 
intentions to lull and deceive this Continent, he can never 
accomplish his designs to conquer it. 

_ Ordered, That the foregoing Letter be fairly copied and 
authenticated, and committed to the care of Col. Dwight, 
together with the copy of the Depositions respecting the' 
late hostile proceedings of General Gage's Troops, attested 
by the Secretary, to be delivered by Colonel Dwight to. 
the Governour and Company of Connecticut, as soon as 
may be. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Afternoon. 

The Committee who were to bring in a Resolve for the 
purpose of removing an obstruction. to the liberating the 
inhabitants of Boston, again reported; which Report beings 
read and accepted, it was ordered that Mr. Fatridge carry * 
the same, immediately to Mr. Ward. It is as follows, viz : 

Resolved, That the following Letter be sent to Cen- 



to act, without alrry levity, or indecency of expression or 
behaviour. 

To the Honourable Artemas Ward, Esquire. 

P. S. The pass given by the Selectmen must be in strict 
conformity to the resolve of Congress, viz : Thai the 
bearer is sent out to put up and transport into the Town 
of Boston, the goods and effects of such persons as have - 
repaired to Boston, there to take up their residence. 

On a Petition from Charles Glidden and others, for a 
supply of Powder, &c. : 

Ordered, That Doctor Taylor inform said Glidden, now 
in waiting, that this Congress would gladly comply with 
their request, did not the present exigencies of the Colony 
make it .necessary that all their stock of Ammunition be 
retained in the Colony Magazine. 

The Committee who were appointed to bring in a Re- 
solve, recommending the choice of Delegates for a new 
Provincial Congress, reported the following, which was read 
and accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Whereas the term for which this present Congress was 
chosen, expires on the thirtieth instant, and the exigencies 
of our publick affairs render it absolutely necessary, for the 
safety of this Colony, that a new Congress be elected and 
convened, to consider of and transact the publick affairs 
thereof: 

Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby recommended to 
the several Towns and Districts in this Colony, that they 
each of them do forthwith elect and depute as many Mem- 
bers as to them shall seem necessary and expedient, to rep- 
resent them in a Provincial Congress, to be held at the 
meeting-house in Watertown, on the thirty-first day of May 
instant, to be chosen by such only as are qualified by law 
to vote for Representatives in the General Assembly, and 
to be continued by adjournment from day to day, ^s they 
shall see cause, until the expiration of six months from 
their being first convened on the thirty-first of this.instant, 
May, and no longer, and consult, deliberate, and resolve 
upon such further measures as,* under GWfshall be effectual 
to save this people from impending ruin, and to secure those 
inestimable liberties derived to us from our ancestors, and 
which it is our duty to preserve for posterity. 

Ordered, That this last mentioned Resolve, together 
with the Resolve passed in jhe forenoon, respecting General 
Gage's precepts, be printed in handbills, and that Major 
Fuller, Captain Batchelder, and Esquire Dix, be a Com- 
mittee to get the same printed and dispersed to the several 
Towns and Districts in this Colony. 

The gentlemen who were appointed Delegates for this 
Colony, to the Colony of Connecticut, reported, that they 
had attended the business to which they were appointed, 
and had brought a letter from the Speaker of the Connect- 
icut Assembly, which they laid before this Congress. 

Resolved, That the Vote which passed in Congress this 
day, respecting a Petition made by Charles Glidden and 
others, for Powder and Ball, be reconsidered, and that the" 
Committee of Supplies be, and hereby are desired to fur- 
nish the said. Charles Glidden, for the use of the subscri- 
bers to said Petition, one half barrel of Powder, and 
such a quantity of Lead as will be proper and propor- 
tional thereto. 

Resolved, That the Assembly of Connecticut be supplied 
with the Rules and Regulation's which have been recom- 
mended to be observed by the Army now raising in this 
Colony. ."""."' 

On a motion made by Captain McCobb, that some mea- 



eral Ward, and a copy of the same to the Selectmen of sures might be taken to preserve a number of large Masts, 

Plank, &tc, now lying in Kennebeck River, .and to prevent 



Boston 

'- - In Provincial Congress, May 5, 1775. 

Sir : By the enclosed papers you will see that the libe- 
ration of our good friends in Boston is greatly obstructed ; 
therefore, Sir, you are directed to examine into the matter, 
and give such orders as shall be effectual for the future ; 
strictly to execute the resolutions of this Congress, respect- 
ing permits into the country, and protection of all persons 
thus permitted ; and also communicate your doings hereon 
to the Selectmen of Boston with all possible despatch, that 
our friends may not be detained any longer; and also that 
you give directions to your officers, carefully to execute 
the resolves of Congress in, all matters ui which they are 



their being carried to Halifax, where they might be used 
to the injury of this Country : . 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be referred to 
the Committee of Safety, and that Captain McCobb be de- 
sired to attend the said Committee, and give them all the 
information he can, relative thereto, 

A Resolution of the Committee of Safety, giving it as 
their opinion, that Government in full form ought to be 
taken up immediately, was read ; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the consideration pf this matter be refer- 
red. to Tuesday next, at three o'clock, P. M. 

Adjourned until to-morrow rnonung,"nine o'clock. 
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Sqfijrday, May G, 1775, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be, and they 
are hereby empowered to procure Powder, in such quanti- 
ties as they shall think necessary, not only at Connecticut 
and Rhode-Island, but at New- York, or any other Colony 
on the Continent. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sawyer, Captain Stone, and Doctor 
Taylor, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for the pur- 
pose of appointing two Officers (one in each .Camp) of 
the Colony Army, whose business it shall be to pass muster 
on the Soldiers, and draw for them, out of the Treasury, 
their half month's pay. 

Ordered, That the President, Colonel Dexter, Colonel 
Warren, Doctor Holt en, and Mr. Mills, be a Committee 
to take into consideration the Letter received yesterday 
from the Speaker of the General Assembly of Connecticut. 

A form of a Pass, and Resolve thereon, brought in by 
Colonel Warren, was accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

" To the Guards of the Colony Army : 

" Pursuant to a Resolve of the Provincial Congress, 

you are hereby ordered to permit , a Member 

of said Congress, to pass and repass, with his company, at 

all times. , President pro tern. 

- " May . . . , 1775." 

Resolved, That the General Officer of the Army of this 
Colony be, and hereby is directed to give orders to his Offi- 
cers to pay obedience to all Permits of the foregoing form, 
signed by the President of this Congress. 

Resolved, That Colonel Dwight proceed with the Let- 
ters and Depositions, as ordered by this Congress, with all 
possible speed, to Hartford, there to tarry (if, at his dis- 
cretion, he thinks necessary) until he receives an answer to 
said Letter, and a copy of the Letter sent by General 
Gage to the Assembly at Connecticut; and to inform the 
.said Assembly of the alteration made by this Congress in 
the pay of the Field-Officers of the Army now raising in 
this Colony. 

Ordered, That Mr. Whiting, Major Fuller,- Colonel 
Thurston, Doctor Taylor, Colonel Field, Doctor Sawyer, 
and Colonel Warren, be a Committee to bring in a Re- 
solve containing a reconsideration of the Resolve passed 
yesterday, respecting the choice of Delegates for a new 
Congress, so far as to determine what Towns should send 
Members, and how many Members each Town and District 
ought to send. 
. This last Order was reconsidered : Whereupon, 

Ordered, That Mr. Rawson, of Mendon, Colonel Gard- 
ner, Mr. Thurston, Esquire Davis, and Mr. Saioyer, be a 
Committee to take Jnto consideration an equal representa- 
tion of this Colony, and report thereon. 

Ordered, That Colonel. Thurston, Esquire Dix, and 
Mr. Lothrop, \>e a Committee, to. take into consideration 
the form. of anJEstablishment for the Train, and report a 
Resolve thereon. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for the 
appointment of Muster-Masters, reported. 

Resolved, That three o'clock this afternoon be assigned 
for choosing two Muster-Masters, and that they be cliosen 
by ballot- 

Col. Lincoln brought in a Resolve empowering the Com- 
mittee of Supplies to import Military Stores from such place, 
and in such manner and quantities, as they shall, judge pro- 
per; which was read and accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Whereas, in the course of the. present disputes with 
Great Britain, it may be necessary to import, on the risk 
of the Colony, many kinds of Military and other Stores : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be, and they 
hereby are empowered and directed to import, or cause to 
be imported from any place whatever, such and so many 
Stores aforesaid, as they shall judge necessary for the de- 
fence of the Colony, and the same to risk at their discre- 
tion, with or without making insurance on the vessels and 
cargoes which may be so sent opt or imported. 

Ordered, That this Resolve be kept an absolute and 
entire secret by every Member' of this Congress. 

Resolved, That four o'clock this afternoon be assigned 
to consider if any method can be taken for settling the ap- 
pointment of the Field-Officers. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 



Afternoon. 

The Order of the Day was read. 

Ordered, That Mr. Dix, Mr. Gill, and Doctor Sawyer, 
be a Committee to sort and count the votes for two Muster- 
Masters ; who reported, that General John Whitcomb and 
Colonel Benjamin Lincoln were unanimously chosen. 

The Report of the Committee respecting the appoint- 
ment of Muster-Masters, was accepted, and is as follows, 
viz : 

Resolved, That General John Whitcomb and Colonel 
Benjamin Lincoln be, and hereby are appointed Muster- 
Masters in the Massachusetts Army, whose business it shall 
be to pass muster on every Soldier that shall be enlisted 
into said Army, and by no means to accept of any but 
such as are able-bodied effective men ; and also examine if 
their Arms and Accoutrements are in proper order. And 
said Muster-Masters are hereby directed and empowered . 
to receive from Henry Gardner, Esq., Receiver-General, 
or his successors in office, twenty Shillings, lawful money, 
for each and every Non-commissioned Officer and Private 
Soldier thus mustered and sworn, who shall appear with 
their Arms and Accoutrements ; and shall give Bonds to 
said Receiver-General, with sufficient surety, for such 
Moneys drawn out of the Treasury; and shall forthwith 
pay out said sum of twenty Shillings as advance pay fo 
each and every Non-commissioned Officer and Private 
Soldier ; and on producing Receipts from them to said Re- 
ceiver-General, said Bonds shall be cancelled. 

Resolved, That the consideration of the Pay of the Mus- 
ter-Masters be referred to. some future tirfiev --------- 

Ordered, That Colonel Thurston and Mr. Sawyer be 
a Committee to apply to the Committee of Safety for a list 
of all such persons to whom they have given encourage- 
ment to receive Commissions as Field-Officers of the Army 
now raising in this Colony ; and they are directed, to in- 
quire of said Committee of Safety what Field-Officers they 
expect will be most Jikely to succeed in filling up their 
Regiments. 

Ordered, That Esquire Rawson, Mr. Patridge, Major 
Brooks, Mr. Webster, Colonel Mosely, Mr. Bliss, and 
Captain Stone, be a Committee to inquire^what number of 
Province Arms there are in the Province, and in what 
place ; and in particular, that they apply to the Committee 
of Supplies to know what number of Fire- Arms they have 
procured, and how they have disposed of them. 

The Committee who were appointed to consider the 
form of an Establishment for the Train, reported verbally, 
that the pay was, in their opinion, reasonable ; but as to" 
the number of Matrosses, they were not proper judges. 
The Establishment was accepted, and is as follows, viz:' 

An Establishment for the Company of Train, as fixed 
upon by the Committee of Safety. 

Per month. 

1 Captain, - - - - - .... > £6 10 

2 Lieutenants, each ------- 4 10 

1 Lieutenant Fire- Worker, - - - - '- 3 10 

4 Sergeants, each - ------ 2 10 

4 Corporals, each - - - - - - .- 2 06 

32 Matrosses, each - - - - -. - - 2 03 

1 Drummer, - - -- - - ... 2 06 

1 Fifer, - - - -.- 2 06 

46 men, officers included, in each Company of Matross- 
es ; a blanket and coat, as for rest of the Army. 

William Cooper, Secretary. 
Adjourned until to-morrow morning, eight o'clock. 

" Sunday, May 7, 1775. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be, and they 
are hereby empowered and directed to procure at Connecti- 
cut, Rhode-Island, New-York, or any other Colony on 
the Continent, such a number of Fire-Arms and Bayonets 
for the use of this Colony, as they shall think necessary. 

The Committee appointed to make application to the 
Committee of Supplies, to know what number of Fire- 
Arms they had procured, reported verbally, that they had 
not procured any. 

On an application made to this Congress by Captain 
Benjamin Dunning, of Harpswell, for Powder, this Con- 
gress passed the following Resolve, viz: 
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, Whereas the District of Harpswell, in the County of 
Cumberland, lies exposed to the ravages of the enemies, 
and is unprovided with a supply of Powder: therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Selectmen of 
the Town of Haverhill, that they deliver to Captain Nehe- 
miah Curtis and Mr. Benjamin Dunning, for the use of 
the said District of Harpswell, one barrel of Powder, they 
paying for the same ; which shall be replaced (if needed) 
as soon as the Colony Magazine can be supplied. 

Adjourned to twelve o'clock this day. 

Met at twelve o'clock, and adjourned to four o'clock, 
P.M. . 

Met at four o'clock, and adjourned until to-morrow morn- 
ing, nine o'clock. 

Monday, May 8, 1775. 

■Ordered, That Mr. Lothrop, Mr. Patridge, Mr. Mills, 
Mr. Whitjng, Captain Stone, Colonel Howe, Colonel 
Mqndell, Colonel Mostly, Colonel Pierce, and Colonel 
Thurston, be a Committee to transcribe the Narrative of the 
proceedings of die King's Troops on the 19th ultimo, to- 
gether with Depositions thereof accompanying, to be trans- 
mitted to Mr. Thomas for immediate publication. 

A Letter from a number of the inhabitants of the Town 
of Hopkinton, was read : Whereupon, 

Ordered^ That Doctor Church, Colonel Foster, and 
Deacon Rawson, be' a Committee to prepare an Answer 
to the Selectmen of that Town, giving the opinion of the 
Congress on the subject thereof. . - . 

The form of an Oath, to be administered to the Offi- 
cers and Private Soldiers of the Army now raising in this 
Colony, was read and accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That all Officers and Soldiers of the Massa- 
chusetts Army, now raising for the defence and security of 
the rights and liberties of this and our sister Colonies in 
America, shall each and every of them, excepting only 
the General Officers, repeat and take the following Oath, 
viz : 

"I, A, B, swear I will truly and faithfully serve in the 
Massachusetts Army, to which I belong, for the defence 
and security of the estates, lives, and liberties of the good 
people of this and the sister Colonies in America, in oppo- 
sition to Ministerial tyranny, by which they are or may be 
oppressed, and to all other enemies and opposers whatso- 
ever; that I will adhere to the Rules and Regulations of 
said Army, observe and obey the Generals and other Offi- 
cers set over me, "and disclose and make known to said 
Officers all traitorous conspiracies, attempts and designs 
whatsoever, which I shall know to be made against said 
Army, or any of the English American Colonies. So help 
me God." 

. Ordered, That Colonel Warren, Colonel Gerrish, and 
Colonel Foster, be a Committee to prepare the form of 
an Oath to be administered to the General Officers. 

Ordered, That Colonel Warren, Esquire Dix, and Col- 
onel Foster, be a Committee to draw up a Resolve recom- 
mending to the Committees of Correspondence of the 
several Towns and Districts in this Colony, and to the Se- 
lectmen of Towns and. Districts who have no such Commit- 
tees, to take effectual care to discover all such persons in 
their respective Towns, who will not give them an assurance 
of their, good intentions and regard to the interest of this 
Country, and also to recommend to the people of this 
Colony to take effectijal measures to oblige all who are 
liable lay law to appear in arms in the Militia, to appear 
when properly called upon by their Officers. 

Resolved, That the Muster-Masters be and hereby are 
empowered and directed to administer the Oath to the Offi- 
cers and Private Soldiers of the Arrny now raising in this 
Colony, agreeably to the form prescribed by this Con- 
gress. 

The, Conjmittee who were appointed to prepare a Letter 
to th.e Selectmen of the Town of Hopkinton, reported the 
following ; '.whiclrwas read and accepted, and ordered to be 
dated, signed, a~nd delivered to the messenger in waiting : 

Gentlemen: Your favour of the 7th instant w;as duly 
considered in Congress, We cannot but regret that any 
persons who have heretofore evidenced their attachment tq 
the rights and liberties of their Country, should, in this day 



of trial and hazaraf be so far influenced by an inordinate 
attachment to their personal safety, or the security of their 
property, as to desert the common interest, and basely re- 
fuse to contribute of their wealth, or assist personally in 
that struggle which they are conscientiously led to approve. 
Nevertheless, gentlemen, such is the peculiar delicacy of 
our situation, that true policy suggests we should act with 
extreme caution respecting these fugitives. A violation of 
the natural right of an individual to remove his person and 
effects wherever he pleases, would ill become those who 
are contending for the inalienable right of every man to 
his own property, and to dispose of it as he pleases. We 
would likewise suggest, that should we restrain any inhabi- 
tant from conveying his goods to Philadelphia, our brethren 
there might justly arraign us of selfishness in such a trans- 
action ; and it would evidence such a distinction of interests 
in the two Colonies, as might have a tendency to disunite 
us, at a time when the safety of the wliple must ultimately 
depend upon the firmest confederacy. We are aware of 
the mischiefs too general a removal might produce ; but we . 
have so much confidence in the disinterested virtue of our 
countrymen, as to indulge hopes that Mr. Barrett's exam- 
ple vvlll not become infectious. 

We highly approve the steady patriotism and manly 
jealousy of our brethren in Hopkinton, and are, gentlemen, 
with much esteem, yours, &tc. 

Ordered, That the President pro tern., Doctor Church, 
Doctor Tayhr, Doctor Holten, and Doctor Dunsmore, be 
a Committee to examine such persons as are or may be 
recommended for Surgeons for the Army now forming in 
this Colony. 

Resolved, That the persons recommended by the Com- 
manding Officers of the several Regiments, be appointed 
as Surgeons to their respective Regiments, provided they 
appear to be duly qualified, upon examination. 

A Letter from the Committee of Correspondence in 
Portsmouth, dated May 6, was received by a messenger 
express. . ~ 

The Messenger was admitted on tlve floor. 

Ordered, That said Lefter be committed for an answer, 
to Doctor Church, the President, and Captain Foster. 

A Letter from General Ward was read : Whereupon, 

Ordered, That Colonel Danielson, Doctor Church, Col- 
onel Foster, Mr. Bliss, and Mr. Rawson, be a Committee 
to take the subject thereof into consideration, and report. 

Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Patridge. 

The Committee on the Letter from Forismoutli, in New- 
Hampshire, reported the following Answer; which was 
read and accepted, and ordered to be copied and sent. 

Gentlemen : The Congress have considered the subject 
of your express ; are surprised that a gentleman of the 
character you have mentioned, should have such just reason 
to complain of unmerited severity from any of our brethren 
in this Colony.- From a regard to justice, as well as to 
your recommendation, gentlemen, we shall not fail to make 
immediate inquiry into thjs transaction ; and if any outrage 
has been offered to innocent persons, the perpetrators, you 
may be assured, will be properly censured, and the suffer- 
ers jneet with all that redress which it may be in the power 
of this Congress to obtain. Be assured, gentlemgn, we 
shall be studious to maintain that character for humanity, 
which we would wish may ever be the characteris'tick of 
Americans; and cannot but applaud those generous and 
benevolent sentiments which influenced you in your appli- 
cation. We are, &c. 

The Committee who. were appointed to prepare the form 
of an Oath to be taken by the General Officers, reported ; 
the consideration whereof was referred to some future 
time. 

Ordered, That Colonel MoscTy and Major Bliss be, and 
are hereby empowered and directed to collect all the Prov- 
ince Arms which are in the Count}' of Hampshire ; and 
that Doctor William Whiting be empowered and directed 
to collect all, the Province Arms which are in the County 
of Berkshire. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, P, M. 

Afternoon. 
Resolved, That Captain Trueman Wheeler, of Great 
Harrington, be desired to assist Doctor Whiting in collect- 
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ing the Province' Arms which arc in the_Cotmty of Berk- 
shire. 

Mr. Sawyer informed the Congress, that General Whit- 
comb, on account of his various avocations, could not ac- 
cept the office of Muster-Master to which lie has been 
appointed : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this Congress will now proceed to the 
choice of another person, by ballot, in his room, and that 
Mr. Sawyer, Esquire Dix, and Major Fuller, be a Com- 
mittee to sort and count the votes. 

On a Motion made, Resolved, That this last Resolve be 
reconsidered, and that to-morrow morning, eleven o'clock, 
be assigned for the choice of a Muster-Master, in the room 
of General Whit comb, who declines that trust. 

Ordered, That Major Bliss, Deacon Whitney, and Col- 
onel Patterson, be a Committee to give notice to such 
Members of this Congress as are now at Cambridge and 
Roxbury, and other absent Members whom they can noti- 
fy, thai a matter of the greatest importance is to be taken 
into consideration at three o'clock to-morrow afternoon, 
and to direct their attendance at that time. 

The Committee who were appointed to bring in a Re- 
solve. recommending the disarming certain persons in the 
Colony, reported ; which Report was read, amended, and 
accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Whereas, there are divers persons now in this Colony , who 
•liave, by, their conduct, discovered themselves to be ene- 
mies to the rights of mankind, and the interest of America : 
and whereas, our very peculiar situation renders it abso- 
lutely necessary, not only to discriminate them from those 
who have shewn a disposition to be friendly to their Coun- 
try, but also to put it out of their power to join with the 
open and avowed enemies of America, in their endeavours 
to subjugate their countrymen to the full operations of the 
Urannical system of the British Administration, and the 
ruin and destruction concerted by the British Parliament 
against these Colonies: therefore, 

Resolved, That it be and hereby is recommended to 
the several Committees, of Correspondence in the several 
Towns and Districts where such Committees reside, and 
to the Selectmen of such Towns and Districts as have not 
appointed them, to inquire into the principles and conduct of 
such suspected persons ; and that they cause all such to be 
disarmed, who do not give them full and ample assurances, 
in which they can with safety confide, of their readiness to 
join their countrymen on all occasions in defence of the 
rights and liberties of America ; and likewise that they take 
effectual steps to put it out of the power of such persons 
to obstruct, by any means whatever, the measures which 
shall be taken for the common defence ; and it is also here- 
by recommended to the good people of this Colony, that 
they take effectual care to secure obedience to the several 
Resolves of Congress for the regulation of the Militia, and 
cause a due regard to be paid to the orders of the several 
Military Officers who have been elected by the suffrages 
of the several Companies and Regiments, agreeably to the 
Resolves of Congress. 

Ordered, That Major Fuller, Doctor Taylor and Mr. 
Webster, be a Committee to get the Resolve last men- 
- tioned, printed and dispersed through the several Towns 
and Districts in this Colony. 

Ordered, That the Committee who were appointed to 
take into consideration the subject-matter of the Letter 
from General Ward, now send a written Message (by the 
Messenger in waiting) to the General, informing him, that 
they are considering the same, and will make report as soon 
as possible. 

Ordered, That said Committee sit forthwith. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher be added to said Commit- 
tee, in the room of Mr. Bliss, who is going to Cambridge 
on other business of the Congress. 

Ordered, That Mr. Lothrop, Doctor Taylor and Mr. 
Webster, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve, recom- 
mending to the inhabitants of this Province, to save their 
Straw. 

Ordered, That Colonel Mostly, Esquire Davis, Colonel 
Walker, Deacon Hovey, Mr. Lewis, Captain McCobb, and 
Major Smith, be a Committee to confer with the Com- 
mittee of Safety with respect to settling the appointment 
of Field-Officers, and to sit forthwith. 

Mr. Gerry (by leave of Congress) brought in a Resolve, 



empowering the Committee of Supplies to furnish Com- 
missaries with necessaries for the Army, he. ; which wa« 
recommitted. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Letter from 
General Ward, reported an Answer thereto, which was 
amended and accepted, and is as follows : 

"In Congress, Waterlown, May 8, 1775. 

" Sir : This Congress received your letter of this day, 
and the complaint enclosed, informing, that several per- 
sons, falsely pretending to have your order to search for 
fire-arms, have committed robber}' on private property. 
We have taken the matter seriously into consideration, and 
are of opinion, that such criminals ought to meet with con- 
dign punishment. 

" The persons suspected to be the offenders are, one 
Saunders, Samuel Mallows, Jacob Whittemore, Edward 
Bugby, and Ebcnezer Smith, all of Roxbury, with two 
other persons, unknown ; therefore, Sir, you are directed to 
apprehend the abovesaid persons, by a number of men 
under your command, and cause them to be carried before 
the Committee of Safety, who are hereby empowered and 
directed to examine them, touching their offence, and search 
for, and, if possible, to find the goods, and direct that they 
are immediately replaced from whence they were taken. 

" And if on examination' the said persons are found 
guilty of the said robbery, the Committee of Safety are 
hereby directed to imprison them till the further order of 
Congress." 

Ordered, That the Committee just now appointed, to 
confer with the Committee of Safety respecting the appoint- 
ment of Field-Officers, be instructed jo inquire into the 
state of the Army at Cambridge and Roxbury ; and, if 
they find the numbers reduced, as. is reported to this Con- 
gress, that they advise the Committee. of Safety to send out 
immediately for re-enforccments. 

Resolved, That the consideration of the expediency of 
assuming Government, which was to have been entered 
upon to-morrow afternoon, be postponed to Friday next, 
at three o'clock, P. M. ; and that the Committee who 
were just now appointed to confer with the Committee of 
Safety, be directed to give notice hereof to the several 
Members of this Congress, who are now. at Cambridge and 
Roxbury. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 

-Tuesday, May 9, 17 75, A. M. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and Ire is here- 
by directed to give publick notice of the Resolve lately 
passed by this Congress, for borrowing Money on the 
credit of the Colony, and assign certain time ancl place 
when he will attend that business. 

The Congress granted permission to Colonel Trumbull 
to have a copy of the Resolve of this Congress relative to 
the inhabitants moving out of Boston.- . > 

Henry Gardner, Esq., Receiver-General, requested that 
this Congress would excuse him from serving any longer in 
that office. 

The consideration thereof was ordered to subside for the 
present. 

Mr. Gerry brought in again a Resolve respecting the 
supply of the Soldiers; which was accepted, and. is as fol- 
lows, viz : 

Whereas, it hath frequently happened that Sutlers, whilst 
permitted to supply Soldiers in the service of this Colony, 
have vended their goods at extravagant rates, and thereby, 
in a great measure, deprived the families of such Soldiers 
of the benefit of their wages : - 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies 
be, and they hereby are directed and empowered to pur- 
chase and supply the Commissary for the time being, with 
such Goods, Wares, and Merchandise as they shall at any 
time judge necessary for supplying the Colony Forces, 
and to draw on the publick Treasury therefor. And the 
Commissary aforesaid, as also his Deputies, who shall be 
accountable to him, are hereby directed and empowered to 
supply, at the first cost, the soldiers who shall belong to the 
Regiments in which they shall be stationed, with such arti- 
cles as their respective Captains shall at any time order ; 
and to keep and render to the Captains aforesaid, true and 
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exact accounts thereof at any time before the making up of 
the Muster Rolls : and the said Captains are hereby direct- 
ed to give orders for such articles only as they judge neces- 
saTy for their respective soldiers, not exceeding one half of 
the wages that shall at any time be due to them, and to 
cause the same to be deducted from their wages on making 
up the muster rolls. 

Ordered, That Doctor Church, the President, Colonel 
Dexter, Colonel Warren, and Mr. Gerry, be a Committee 
to prepare a spirited application to General Gage, respect- 
ing his treatment of the inhabitants of Boston. 

Ordered, That the same gentlemen be a Committee to 
consider what provision shall be made for furnishing such 
enlisted Soldiers as are unprovided with Fire-Arms, with 
such effective Fire-Arms as are necessary for them to carry 
into the field. 

Ordered, That Colonel Barrett, Doctor Holteti, and 
Colonel Daniehon, be a Committee to take into consider- 
ation a printed false account of the late excursion of the 
King's Troops to Concord. 

The Order of the Day was moved for. 

Ordered, That Colonel Farley, Doctor Holien, and Col- 
onel Daniehon, be a Committee to sort and count the 
votes for a Muster-Master, 

The Committee appointed to sort and count the votes 
for a Muster-Master, in the room of Colonel John Whit- 
comb, who declined accepting that trust, reported that Col- 
onel Asa Whilcomb was chosen. 

A motion was made and seconded, that a Committee be 
appointed to take into consideration, the expediency of 
restraining the people of this Colony from supplying the 
'inhabitants o{ Boston with Provisions. 

After debate, the question was put, and it passed in the 
negative. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Afternoon. 

On a motion made, that the Resolve passed yesterday, 
assigning Friday next, three o'clock, P. M., for the con- 
sideration of the expediency of assuming Government, be 
reconsidered, and that an earlier day be assigned for that 
purpose ; " 

The question was put, and it passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That 11 r. Pickering be added to the Com- 
mittee appointed to take into consideration an equal repre- 
sentation of this Colony, in the room of Mr. Rawson, 
absent. 

Ordered, That Mr. Saicyer, Colonel Foster and Mr. 
Dix, be a Committee to take into consideration the expe- 
diency of establishing Post-Offices and Riders in this Col- 
ony. 

The Committee who were appointed to prepare a Re- 
monstrance to General Gage, reported. The Report was 
ordered to lie on the table until the further orders of this 
Congress. 

The same Committee, agreeably to their appointment, 
reported a Resolve relative to furnishing those enlisted 
Soldiers with Fire-Arms who are unequipped therewith ; 
which, after debate, was ordered to be recommitted. 

Ordered, That Captain Stone, of Framingham, be added 
to the Committee who was appointed to consider of some 
measures to be taken with respect to the County Records, 
in the room of Mr. Brown, of Abington, now absent. 

The Committee appointed to consider the expediency 
of establishing Post-Offices and Riders, in this Colony, 
reported; whereupon, 

Resolved, Th'at the further consideration thereof be 
referred till to-morrow morning, ten. o'clock. 

The Committee appointed to consider the false account 
of the late excursion of the King's Troops, reported; 
which. Report being read, amended, and completed, was 
accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Whereas, a printed paper, said to be a circumstantial 
account of an attack which happened on the \9\h of April, 
1775, on His Majesty's Troops, by a number of the peo- 
ple of the Province of. the Massachusetts-Bay, has been 
read in this Congress ; which contains, among many false- 
hoods, the following paragraph, viz : 

" When Captain Parsons returned with the three Com- 
panies over the bridge, [at Concord,] they observed three 



soldiers on the grHmd, one of them scalped, his head much 
mangled, an.d his ears cut off, though not quite dead." 

Resolved, That Colonel Barrett be, and hereby is direct- 
ed to make strict inquiry of the persons who saw the three 
soldiers aforementioned lying at the said bridge, and also 
of those who buried them, and take their depositions, that 
so the truth or falsity of the aforesaid assertion may be as- 
certained. 

The Committee appointed to consider of some method 
for furnishing those Soldiers with Fire-Arms who. are not 
therewith equipped, again reported. 
- The Report was read, and is as follows, viz : 

Whereas, a few of the inhabitants of this Colony, who 
are enlisted into its seryice, are destitute of Fire-Arms and 
Bayonets, and other accoutrements.: Therefore^ 

Resolved, That the Selectmen of the. several Towns, and 
Districts in this Colony be, and hereby are directed and 
empowered to examine into the state of the equipment of 
such inhabitants of their respective: Towns and Tjistricts 
as are, or may be enlisted into the service of this Colony ; 
and where any are deficient in Arms or Accoutrements as 
aforesaid, it is recommended to the Selectmen to supply 
them out of the Town Stock; and in case of a deficiency- 
there, to apply to such inhabitants of their respective 
Towns and Districts, as in their opinions can best spare 
their Arms or Accoutrements, and to borrow, or purchase 
the same for the use of said inhabitants so enlisted • and 
the Selectmen are also directed to take a bill from such 
persons as shall sell their Arms and Accoutrementsin the 
name of .this Colony, and receipts from., the ..soldiers to 
whom they shall cause them to be delivered, and render the 
same to the Committee of Supplies for this Colony : and 
each soldier so supplied, shall pay lor the use of such Arms 
and Accoutrements, out of his wages, the sum of six shil- 
lings ; and if he does not return the said Arms and Accou- 
trements, there shall be deducted from his wages, at the 
time of making up the muster-roll, the full value of said 
Arms and Accoutrements, as appraised by the Selectmen, 
at the time of borrowing or purchasing the same. And it 
is strongly recommended to such inhabitants of the Colony' 
as the Selectmen as aforesaid shall apply to for Arms and 
Accoutrements, that they supply the Colony with the same. 

And as many Arms in this Colony which are now use-: 
less may, by small repairs, be rendered fit forservice, 
. Resolved, That a sufficient number of Armourers, not 
exceeding twenty, be appointed by the Committee of Safety , 
to mend and repair such Arms as. shall be Fraught to them 
by the Soldiers enlisted into the Massachusetts ; Army. 

Ordered, That Mr. Webster, Major Fuller, and Mr. 
Batchclder, be a Committee to get this Resolve publish- 
ed and dispersed. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 

Wednesday, May 10, 1775. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to confer with 
the Committee of Safety upon the general state of the 
Army, be directed particularly to confer with them on the 
propriety of removing the whole or part of the Cannon and 
Stores now at Cambridge, further back into the country. 

Resolved, That the General Officers be, and are hereby 
directed, forthwith, to call in all the Soldiers who are al- 
ready enlisted in the service of this Colony ; and that they 
give immediate orders to all the enlisted. Soldiers, and all 
others now in the Camp at Cambridge and Roxbury, that 
they do not depart till the further orders of this Congress. 

A Petition from the Committees of Correspondence and 
the Committees of Inspection for the Town of Pownal- 
borough, was preferred by Joseph Tinlcham. 

Ordered, That this Petition lie on thejable. . 

Ordered, That the Resolve passed by this Congress 
the 23d ultimo, recommending" to the Selectmen of the 
several Towns in this. Colony to furnish each Non-com- 
missioned Officer and Private Soldier with a Blanket, be 
fairly copied by the Secretary, and printed in a handbill, 
and sent to the Selectmen of the several Towns and Dis- 
tricts in the Colony. 

Ordered, That the Petition from Pow?ialboroitgh just 
now read, be delivered to Mr. Joseph Tinlcham, agreeably 
to his request. 
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, Ordered, That Mr. Lothrop, D octor JTaylor, and Doc- 
tor Holten, be a Committee to take into consideration the 
proceedings of the Town of Bristol, presented to this 
Congress by Mr. Thomas Bracket, in behalf of said Town. 
The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve, recom- 
mending to the inhabitants of this Colony to save their 
Straw, reported ; which Report was read and accepted, and 
ordered to be copied and sent to the Printer of the Cam- 
bridge Newspaper, and to the Printer of the Worcester 
Newspaper for publication, and is as follows, viz: 

Whereas, it will be indispensably necessary that large 
quantities of Straw be provided for the use of the Army 
now forming for the defence and protection of this Colony : 
therefore, 

Resolved, And it is hereby strongly recommended to all 
such inhabitants of this Colony as have or may have of 
that article by them, that (as they regard the lives and 
health of their brethren, who engage in the service above- 
said) they take immediate care the same be preserved for 
the purpose above mentioned. 

Ordered, That Captain Foster, Mr. Lothrop, and Mr. 
Pickering, be a Committee to transcribe the Depositions 
taken by a Committee of this Congress, of the proceedings 
of the Troops, under command of_General Gage, the 19th 
ultimo, and that they transmit them to Mr. Hall, at Cam- 
bridge, to be published in a pamphlet, and that said Com- 
mittee agree with him for the expense of publication. 

Ordered, That Colonel Barrett attend the business to 
which he was yesterday appointed, of inquiring into the 
truth or falsity of a paragraph taken from a printed account 
of the action of the King's Troops on the 19th ultimo. 

The Committee appointed to consider some measures 
for securing the County Records, reported. The Report 
wa^read and accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed for each 
County, on the 1 2th of April last, be instructed to take, 
proper measures - for securing the Records of the several 
Counties, where they are exposed. 

The Order of the Day was moved for. 

The Committee appointed to consider of the expediency 
of establishing Post-Offices, &c, reported. 

The Report was recommitted, for the purpose of set- 
tling the rates of Postage, and taking into consideration, 
some method of establishing Post-Offices. Mr. Hall, of 
Medford, and Mr. Cross, were added to the Committee; 
also, Mr. Batchelder, in the room of Mr. Dix. 

Resolved, That the Resolve for accepting the establish- 
ment for the Train, which passed this Congress the 6th 
instant, be reconsidered ; and thaLColonel Mandell, Cap- 
fain Baker, Doctor Taylor, Major Perley, and Colonel 
Coffin, be a Committee to take into consideration the pro- 
priety of establishing a Regiment of the Train; and that 
they sit forthwith. 

Ordered, That Colonel Warren, Mr. Gerry, and Col- 
onel Foster, be a Committee to take into consideration a 
Resolve of the Committee of Safety, recommending to this 
Congress to establish a Court of Inquiry. 

Ordered, That Colonel Richard Gridley be and hereby 
is directed forthwith to recommend to the Committee of 
Safety, for Officers of the Train of Artillery, such persons 
as he thinks are qualified for that appointment. 

On a complaint of the Selectmen of the Town of Wor-> 
ce.ster, against Samuel Pain and William Campbell, prison- 
ers from that Town ; Ordered, That said Prisoners be 
committed to the care of. Captain Brown, or such persons 
as he shall appoint, to be kept in custody till the further 
orders of this Congress. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to transcribe the 
Depositions of the late proceedings of the King's Troops, be 
directed to prepare a Narrative thereof, asan introduction 
to said Depositions; which are ordered to be printed. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gill,- Colonel Warren, Colonel 
Gerrish, Mr. Dix, and Doctor Perkins, be a Committee 
to inquire into the complaint made by the Selectmen of the 
Town of Worcester against Samuel Pain and William 
Campbell, and report to this Congress. 



The consideration of the Remonstrance to General Gage 
was resumed, and the same was accepted, and ordered to 
be authenticated, and sent forward. 

It is as follows, viz : 

"In Provincial Congress, Waterto.wn, May 10, 1775. 

'•' To his Excellency General Gage : 

"Sir: This Congress have received frequent intelli- 
gence, that their brethren, the inhabitants of the Town of 
Boston, have to contend, in their removal therefrom, with 
numerous delays and embarrassments, contrary to the sti- 
pulation proposed and agreed to between your Excellency 
and the Selectmen of that Town. 

" We think it our duty to remonstrate to your Excellen- 
cy, that from the papers communicated to us by the said 
Selectmen, it appeared, that the inhabitants were pro- 
mised, upon surrendering their arms, that they should be 
permitted to leave the Town, and carry with them their 
effects. The condition was immediately complied with on 
the part of the people ; since which, though a number of days' 
have elapsed, but a very small proportion of the. inhabitants 
have been allowed to take the benefit of your covenant. 

" We would not affront your Excellency by the most 
distant insinuation, that you intended to deceive and dis- 
arm the people by a cruel act of perfidy. A regard to- 
your own character, as well as (he fata] consequences 
which will necessarily result from the violation of your 
solemn treaties, mus't be sufficient reasons to deter a gen- 
tleman of your rank and station from so injurious a design. 
But your Excellency must be sensible, that a delay of jus- 
tice is a denial of it, and extremely oppressive to "the peo- 
ple now held in duress. 

"This Congress, though not the original party in the 
treaty, have taken every step in their power to facilitate 
the measure ; and, in the whole of their conduct, have 
endeavoured to evidence a disposition to act. upon the prin- 
ciples of humanity and good faith ; and still indulge hopes, 
that the confidence of the inhabitants of Boston in your 
Excellency's honour and faithfulness, isr not misplaced, and 
that, notwithstanding any disagreeable "occurrences, natu- 
rally resulting from the confused slate of the Colony, which 
this. Congress have discountenanced, and endeavoured to 
rectify, your Excellency will no longer suffer your treaty 
with a distressed people, who, ought by no means to be 
effected thereby, to be further violated," 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration 
the expediency of establishing a Regiment of the Train,, 
reported. Part of the Establishment reported, was ac- 
cepted ; the consideration of. the residue was referred to a 
future time. 

Resolved, That the Resolve, which this Congress pass- 
ed at Concord, the 13th ultimo, directing the Committee" of 
Safety to engage a suitable number of persons for forming 
six Companies of the Train, be so far reconsidered, as that 
it be, and hereby is Resolved, That the Committee of Safety 
be directed to engage a suitable number of persons, and 
form ten Companies of the Train for the artillery already " 
provided by this Colony, to enter immediately on constant 
discipline, and be in readiness to enter the service of the 
Colony; and that said Committee.be, and they are hereby 
empowered to draw on the publick Treasury, for said Com- 
panies, a suitable consideration for their services. . 

The Petition of Timothy Langdon was read, and order- 
ed to lie on the table till some of the eastern Members 
should be present. . ." . .. 

Ordered, That the Secretary be directed, pursuant to a 
request of the Committee of Safety, to furnish them with 
copies of all such Resolves as have passed the Congress, 
in any ways relative to the duty enjoined them. 

The Secretary pro tempore represented to the Congress, 
that the multiplicity of the business of his office was such, 
as made it necessary that he should have some assistance. 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That Captain Stone, of Oakham, assist him 
in that service. 

The Committee appointed to inquire into the state of the 
Army, and to settle the appointment of the Field-Officers, 
reported a Letter from Head-Quarters. 

The Committee appointed to inquire, into the complaint 
of the Selectmen of the Town of Worcester against Sam- 
uel Pain and William Campbell, reported; which ^Report 
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was accepted, and ordered to be transmitted and delivered 
to Captain Jonas 'Hubbard and Mr. Edward Crafts, who 
exhibited the above complaint, together with a printed 
Resolve of Congress, lately passed, for disarming the dis- 
affected inhabitants of the Colony. 

The Report is as follows, viz : 

" The Committee appointed to hear the complaints ex- 
hibited by the Selectmen of Worcester against William 
Campbell and Samuel Pain, have attended that service ; 
heard the parties, and beg leave to report : That we find 
the charges against them proved by depositions, and con-* 
ceded by them ; and that William Campbell has been guilty 
of leaving the Town of Worcester without. a permit from 
the" Selectmen, contrary to his own engagements. 

" And that the said Samuel Pain has, in one instance, 
propagated reports with regard to our Massachusetts sol- 
diers' rifling the house of Mr. Bradish, instead of the 
regular Army ; and that those which were quartered in the 
colleges were lousy, and deserted in great numbers; which, 
however Indiscreet, does not appear to us to be done with 
any bad design ; and that he ought to be dismissed imme- 
diately; and that the said Campbell may be returned to the 
Town of Worcester, to be dealt with by the Committee of 
Correspondence of that Town, agreeably to a Resolve of 
ibis Congress, passed the 8th instant. The matter, how- 
eyer, we think, not important enough to be brought before 
this Congress." 

The consideration of the Petition of Timothy Langdon 
was. again resumed, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That Captain McCobb, Mr. Lewis, and Doc- 
tor Perkins, be a Committee to take into consideration the 
several applications made to this Congress from the eastern 
parts of the Province, for Arms and Ammunition. 

Adjourned until to-morrow morning, eight o'clock. 

- . . Thursday, May 11, 1775, A. M. 

The Petition of James Car gill, of New-Castle, com- 
mitted to the Committee who were appointed to consider 
the applications to this Congress for Ammunition, &c. 
- The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
several applications to this Congress for a supply of Ammu- 
' nit ion, &c, reported. The Report was recommitted, and 
the Committee directed to inspect the list of Returns of the 
Town's stock of Powder, &c, that it may be known whe- 
ther this Congress can, with prudence, recommend to any 
Town which may be stocked therewith, to supply those 
Tpwns, which _;are destitute. 

Adjourned to twelve o'clock, this day. 

....■■;".' . - . ' : Noon. 

"Congress met agreeably to adjournment. 
- . . The Committee appointed to consider the several appli- 
cations made to .this. Congress for Ammunition, and to 
inspect the "list of Returns, &c. reported. The Report 
was read and accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Whereas, the Towns of Falmouth and Arundel, and the 
District of Cape Elizabeth, being seaport places, and 
much exposed to the rage of our enemies, and not having 
a sufficient quaiiity of Gunpowder to defend themselves 
in case of any long attack; and the Town of Andover 
being well stocked with Gunpowder, and not so much ex- 
posed ; therefore, 

Resolved, And it is hereby recommended to the Select- 
men of the Town of Andover, that 'they deliver to Mr. 
Joseph McLeUaii, of Falmouth, two half barrels of Gun- 
powder for the use of the Town of. Falmouth ; also, de- 
liver to Mr. Zebulon Trickey, of Cape Elizabeth, one half" 
barrel of Gunpowder for the use of said Cape Elizabeth; 
also, deliver to Mr. John Honey, of Arundel, two half 
barrels of Gunpowder for the use of said Arundel; they 
paying them for said Powder, which shall be replaced, if 
needed, as soon as the Colony Magazine can be supplied. 

Whereas, the Towns of Brunswick, Poivnalborough, 
Bristol, and Newcastle, being seaport places, in. the east- 
ern parts of this Colony, and much exposed to the rage 
and incursions of our unnatural enemies, and not having a 
sufficient quantity of Gunpowder to defend themselves, in - 
case of any attack ; nand the Towns pf Marlborough, Sud- 
bury, and FrumingKam, being well stocked with Gunpow- 
der, and not so much exposed: therefore. 



Resolved, Andjt is hereby recommended to the Select- 
men of the above mentioned several Towns, that they de- 
liver, as follows, viz: The Selectmen of Sudbury, one 
half barrel of Gunpowder to Nathaniel Larrabee, for the 
use of Brunsivick ; the Selectmen of Marlborough, two 
half barrels of Gunpowder— one to Joseph Tinkham, for 
the use of Pownalborough, the other to Lieutenant John 
Farley, for the use of Neivcastle ; the Selectmen __of' 
Framingham, one half barrel of Gunpowder to Thonws 
Bracket, for the use of Bristol '; they paying them for said 
Powder, which shall be replaced, if needed, as soon as the 
Colony Magazine can be supplied. 

Ordered, That each person, now in waiting, who has 
made application to this Congress for Powder, be served 
with a copy thereof. 

Information being made to this Congress, that two Men- 
of-War, with Troops, had sailed from Boston to Neu-- 
York, with a design, as it is supposed, of frustrating a de- 
sign of the inhabitants of that Colony and Connecticut, to 
secure the Arms and Ammunition now in the fort at New- 
York : - 

Ordered, That. Mr. Gerry, Colonel Wa rren, and Col. 
Lincoln, be a Committee to prepare a Letter to the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence of New- York, informing them of 
the sailing of said Men-of-War, and inserting such articles 
therein, as will put the people upon their guard against 
any attempt that may be made against them by said Ships. 

Ordered, That this Committee prepare said Letter, and 
forward it forthwith, without waiting to report to this Con- 
gress; said Committee laying before this Congress, as soon 
as may be, a copy of said Letter. 

Adjourned to four o'clock, P. M. 

Afternoon. 
Met at four o'clock, according to adjournment, and ad- 
journed to eight o'clock to-morrow rooming. 

Friday, May 12,' 1775.- 

Moved, That a Committee be appointed, to consider the 
expediency of recommending to the Selectmen of ' the 
several Towns in the Colony, to furnish such as may enlist 
in their respective Towns with necessaries for their march 
to Head-Quarters. 

The question was put, and it passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That Captain Stone, Colonel 'Warren, and 
Mr. Sullivan, be a Committee to take into ; consideration" 
an extract of a Letter from the Honourable Enoch Free- 
man, Esquire, of Falmouth, to SalnheV Freeman. 

Ordered, That Captain Stone, Colonel Warren, and 
Mr. Sullivan, above mentioned, be a Committee to take 
into consideration the expediency of taking measures for • 
raising a company or two of Indians. 

Resolved, That to-morrow morning, at ten o'clock, be, 
and is now assigned for the purpose of choosing some per-' 
son to preach a sermon to the Congress on the 3 1st may 
instant, _. ... ._ _. 

Resolved, That' all persons who have the care of any 
Prisoners detained at Concord, Lexington, or elsewhere, 
be and hereby are directed to give the Rev.. Mr.' Gordon 
free access to them, whenever he shall desire it; and it .is 
recommended to all civil Magistrates and otheTS, to be aid- 
ing and assisting him in examining and taking Depositions 
of them and others, without exception. 

Ordered, That the establishment for a Train of Artillery 
be recommitted. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan be added to the Commit-" 
tee appointed for revising the commissions, of the Commit- 
tee of Safety and Committee of Supplies," in the room of 
Doctor Jlolien, absent. 

Resolved, That the several Committees be enjoined to 
sit, and that this Congress be adjourned to this afternoon, 
three o'clock. 

Afternoon . 

The Committee appointed to consider measures for es- 
tablishing Post-Offices and Post-Riders, reported. After 
some debate, the matter was ordered to subside for the pre- 
sent. __ _ -'.-....-.-. 

The Order of the Day was moved for. 

The absent Members were ordered to be called in. 
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It Was then moved, that the sense of the Congress be 
taken on this question, viz: Whether there is now existing 
in this Colony a necessity of taking up and exercising the 
powers of Civil Government in all its parts? 

After some dehale, it was 

Resolved, That this Congress will now form itself into 
a Committee of the Whole House, for consideration of the 
.question in debate. 

The Committee having considered thereon, the Presi- 
dent, on a motion made, resumed the chajr. 

The Committee then, by the Honourable Joseph Warren, 
Esquire, their chairman, reported: "That a Committee 
be raised, for the purpose of reporting to the Congress an 
application to the Continental Congress, for obtaining their 
recommendation for this Colony to take up and exercise 
Civil Government as soon as may be, and that the Com- 
mittee, be directed to ground the application on the neces- 
sity of the case ;" which Report being read, was accepted, 
by a very large majority : Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the President, Doctor Church, Mr. 
Gerry, Colonel Warren, Mr. Sullivan, Colonel Daniel- 
son, and Colonel Lincoln, be a Committee to prepare an 
application agreeable to said Report. 

A Letter from Colonel Qumcy, of Braintree, to the 
President, was read : Whereupon, . 

Resolved, That General Ward be, and hereby is direct- 
ed to order four respectable Officers to escort the President 
of this Congress to Colonel Qjiincy, at Braintree, to-mor- 
row morning. 

Ordered, That Major Fuller, Mr. Goodwin, and Dea- 
con Whitney, be a Committee to estimate the damages 
done at Concord, Lexington, and Cambridge, by the 
King's Troops on the 19th ultimo, so far as respects pri- 
vate property only. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan, Doctor Taylor, and Mr. 
Lewis, be a Committee to take into consideration a Letter 
from the Honourable Enoch Freeman, Esquire, dated May 
10, 1775, to his son, Mr. Samuel Freeman. 

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Report 
of the Committee who were appointed to bring in a Re- 
solve respecting the establishment of Post-Offices and Post- 
Riders, be resumed to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 

Resolved, That the Establishment for a Train of Artil- 
lery, which has been accepted by this Congress, be re- 
considered, and that the following Report for such an 
establishment be accepted, viz: 

Resolved, That the following Establishment be made fat- 
ten Companies of Matrosses" 

Captain, ; - £6 10s. Od. per month. 

Captain-Lieutenant, - . - 5 JO " 

First-Ljeutenant, - - 4 10 " 

Two Second-Lieutenants, each 3 12 " 

Sergeants, each - - 2 10 " ■ 

Corporals, each - - 2 06 " 

Six Bombardiers, each - 2 04 6 " 

Six Gunners, each - - 2 04 " 

Thirty-two Ma.trosses, each 2 03 " 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight o'clock. 

.-'"■'" Saturday, May 13, 1775. . 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Petition of the Selectmen of the Town of Top- 
sham, m the County of Lincoln, respecting their being 
supplied with Powder, was" read; and 

Ordered, That the same be committed to Captain 
McCobb, Mr. Lewis, and Doctor Taylor. 

The Order of the, Day, respecting the further consider- 
ation'of the Report of the Committee appointed to bring 
in a Resolve respecting the establishing Post-Offices, &c, 
was taken up, and the blanks for Postmasters being filled 
up, ordered to subside till the Report on the Letter from 
the Honourable Enoch Freeman, Esquire, was read. 

The Committee appointed to take* into consideration a 
Letter, from the Hon, Enoch Freeman, Esquire, dated 
May 10th, reported ; and, after a long debate thereon, was 
ordered to be recommitted for amendment. 

Moved, That a Committee be appointed to count and 
sort the votes for a Committee to be chosen, by ballot, to 
appoint Post-Riders. Time assigned for that purpose, 
three o'clock, P. M. 

Fourth Skries.— Vol. ii. 51 



The Order of the Day was moved for, to choose a gen- 
tleman to preach the sermon on the 31st May. 

Moved, That a Committee be chosen to count and sort 
the votes. Colonel Warren, Captain Jennison, and MajoT 
Bliss, were chosen. 

The Committee clrosen to count and sort the votes, re- 
ported that the Rev. Dr. Langdon was chosen. 

Moved, That a Committee of three persons be appoint- 
ed, to wait on the Rev. Dr. ^Langdon, and acquaint him 
that this Congress have made choice of him to preach a 
sermon to the Congress of this Colony on the 31st instant, 
and desire his compliance therewith. Colonel Gerrish, 
Mr, Pitts, and Doctor Sawyer, were chosen .accordingly. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Resolve, respect-' 
ingthe taking a third set of the Depositions relative to the 
battle of Lexington, reported ; which "Report was accept* 
ed, and is as follows, viz : -.-,.. 

Resolved, That William Read, JViltiam Stickney, 
Thaddeus Mason, Jonathan Hastings, Jonathan Cummins, 
Josiah Johnson, Duncan Ingraham, Jonas Dix, and Si* 
meon Tufts, Esquires, be, and they hereby are required to 
take a third set of the Depositions relative to the battle of 
Lexington, similar to the two sets already by them taken ; 
and they are empowered to summon, or cause to be sum- 
moned, such inhabitants of this Colony as they shall think 
proper, to attend them at any time and place in this coun- 
try which they shall direct, for the purposes mentioned ; 
and all such persons as shall be summoned by the Justices 
aforesaid, are hereby directed punctually to obey their 
summons. ■.-.-_ ~J\*\- ■'*■_ 

Ordered, That Mr. Pitts, Mr. Gill, and Mr. Saivyer,- 
be a Committee to take into consideration a Letter from 
Mr. John Peclc, respecting his confinement, to the Select- 
men of Boston, and the said Selectmen's Letter to this 
Congress on the same subject. "" 

The Committee reported their amendment of the. Re- 
port on the Honourable Enoch Freeman's Letter. ' Referred 
to the afternoon. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. ; 

The Report of the Committee respecting the Honour- 
able Enoch Freeman, Esquire's Letter, was taken up, 
amended, and accepted. 

The Committee appointed to consider the_Petitiori of 
the Selectmen of the Town of Topsham; reported. The 
Report was accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Whereas, the Town of Topsham, being a seaport place, 
in the eastern part of the Colony, and much exposed to the 
rage and incursions of our unnatural enemies, and not hav- 
ing a sufficient quantity of Gunpowder to defend them- 
selves in case of an attack, and the Town of Wrentham 
being well stocked with that "article .-therefore, ' " 

Resolved, That it be and hereby is recommended, to the 
Selectmen of the above-said Town of Wrentham, to deli- 
ver one half barrel of Gunpowder to Mr, Prince JRose, for 
the use of the Town of Topsham, he paying them for said 
Powder, which shall be replaced, if needed, as soon as the 
Colony Magazine can be supplied. 

Resolved, That the Order of the Day, on the subject of 
Post-Riders, be now taken up ; when Captain Jonathan 
Brown, Jonas Dix, Esq., and Deacon Cheever, were chosen 
a Committee to count and sort the votes Ibr a Committee fo 
establish Post-Riders; which Committee was chosen, and 
the blanks in the Resolve, respecting Post-Offices, being 
filled up with said Committee's "names, the Resolve was 
accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Resolved, As the opinion" of this Congress', that Post- 
Riders be immediately established, to go from Cambridge, 
and to ride the following roads, viz : To Georgetown, in 
the County of Lincoln; to Haverhill; to Providence f to 
Woodstock, by Worcester; and from Worcester to Great. 
Barrington, by Springfield; and to Falmouth, in the 
County of Barnstable. And that Post-Offices .be kept 
as followeth, viz: one at Cambridge; one at Salenr; ""-one 
at Ipswich; one at Haverhill; one at Newburyport '.; one 
at Kennebunk, or Welles; one at Sandwich J one at Fal- 
mouth, in the County of Cumberland ; one at Georgetown, 
County of Lincoln; one at Worcester: one at Sprinf- 
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field; one at Great Barringlon; one at Plymouth ; and 
one at Falmouth, in the County of Barnstable. 

And ifis further resolved, That Mr. James Winthrop 
be appointed Postmaster for the Town of Cambridge ; Mr. 
Edward Morris, for Salem; Mr. James Foster, for Ips- 
wich; Mr. Simeon Grcenough, for Have/hill; Mr. Bulk- 
ley Emerson, for Newburyport ; Captain Nathaniel Kim- 
ball,Ior Kennebunk; Mr. Samuel Freeman, for Falmouth, 
in Cumberland; Mr. Jo/m Wood, for Georgetown; Mr. 
Isaiah Thomas, for Worcester; Mr. Moses Church, for 
Springfield ; Doctor William Jailing, for Great 25rtr- 
rington ; Mr. Joseph Nye, third, for Sandwich; William 
Watson, Esquire, for Plymouth; and Mr. Moses Swift, 
for Falmouth, in Barnstable. 

And that Captain Jonathan Brown, Jonas Dix, Esq., 
and. David Checver, Esquire, be a Committee to give 
directions for the_sett.ing off and returning of the Posts in 
, their seyerajjoutes, and to appoint the number of Riders, 
and to agree with them. And to agree also with the. Post- - 
masters for their services. And that the Rates of and Du- 
ties for Postage of Letters, &ic, be.as follows, viz: 

For any distance not exceeding - - 60 miles, 0s. h\d. 

Upwardsof 60 miles, and not exceeding 100 "08 

Upwards 100 " " " 200 " 10J 

Upwards 200 " " ■ " 300 " 1 1 

Upwards 300 " " " 400 "14 

Upwards 400 ' " " " 500 " 1 6J 

Upwards 500 " « « goO " 1 9 

Upwards 600 " . " "_ 700 "20 

Upwards 700 u " " 800 " 2 2J 

LTpwards 800 " " " 900 "25 

Upwards 900 " " - " _ " 1,000 "28 

The above rates to be paid in lawful money of this 
Cqlony. 

The above Rates are for the Postage of a Single Letter. 
They are to be doubled for all Double Letters ; trebled 
for all Treble Letters; and for every ounce weight four 
times as much to be charged as for a Single Letter; and 
that the Postmasters be accountable to the aforesaid Com- 
mittee for what they shall receive. And that the forego- 
. ifig Rules and Orders continue until the Continental Con- 
gress, a\ the Congress, or future House of Representatives 
of. this Colony, shall make some further order relative to 
the same. 

Th.e Committee appointed to draw a Resolve respecting 
% Court of Inquiry, reported; and, 

Ordered, That Monday, at three o'clock in the after- 
noop, be assigned for taking the same into consideration. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight o'clock, 

' "' '" "~ Sunday, May 14, 1775. 

Met, and adjourned to twelve o'clock. 

At twelve o'cj.ock met, and adjourned to three o'clock. 

At three o'clock met again. 

Move/f That a Committee be appointed to apply to the 
Committee of Safety for a list of such persons as they 
have given Listing Orders to, that this Congress may com- 
mission such as they think proper without delay. 

Resolved, That the further consideration of this matter 
be referred until to-morrow morning. 

Adjourned fill, tprtriorrpw morning, nine o'clock. 

...;-' Monday, May 15, 1775, A. M. 

Resolved, That four o'clock, in the afternoon of this 
day, be assigned for making choice of two persons, Mem- 
bers of this Congress, to attend the Provincial Congress 
' of New-Hampshire, on Wednesday next. 

The Order .of the Day was moved for, and read. 

Resolved, That David Checver, Esquire, far reasons 
by him pffered, be excused from serving in the business to 
which he was appointed by a Resolve of this Congress, 
passed .the twelfth instant, for establishing Post Offices ana 1 
Ppst-Riders; and that Mr. William Greenleaf, Joseph 
Greenleaf, Esquire, and Mr. John Pitts, be added to the 
Committee therein appointed, 

Resolved, That fiye^o'clock, this afternoon, be assigned 
for the choice of a person to serve on the Committee of 
Suppli0s, hi theTOOm of Colonel Lee, deceased, 

Ordered, That the Committee., appointed to prepare an 
application to the" Continental Congress, be directed to 



insert .a. clause therein, desiring that the said Congress 
would take some measures for directing and regulating the 
American Forces. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Introduction to 
the Depositions relating to the late affair at Lexington, re- 
ported. The same was recommitted, for the purpose of 
_examining it, to find if the Narrative contained in the said 
Introduction be supported by the Depositions, and to add 
such, other Depositions as mSy be procured. 

'Ordered, That Mr. Fisher, Colonel Field, and Mr. 
Bullen, be a Committee to examine the Letters of Gov- 
ernour Hutchinson, lately discovered, and report to this 
Congress, such Letters and Extracts as they think it. will 
be proper to publish. 

Ordered, That Colonel Warren, Mr. Saicycr, and Ma- 
jor Bliss, be a Committee to take into. consideration the 
subject of a Letter, read in Congress, from William Wat- 
son, Esquire, to Colonel Warren and Mv.Lolhrop. 

Colonel Barrett, who was appointed to take a Deposi- 
tion at Concord, reported; the Deposition reported .was 
ordered to be committed to the Committee who were ap- 
pointed to prepare an Introduction to the Depositions. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration 
Extracts of a Letter from the Honourable Enoch Freeman, 
Esquire, reported a Letter to the Eastern Tribes of Indians; 
which was accepted, and ordered to be authenticated, and 
sent to Mr. John Lane, to be communicated to them. 

The Committee appointed to consider a Letter from 
William Watson, Esquire, of Plymouth, reported the fol- 
lowing Resolve; which was accepted, and ordered to be 
printed, and dispersed to the several. Towns in the Colony, 
and is as follows, viz : 

"Whereas, some of the inhabitants of this Colony, and 
most of them such as have been inimical to the Constitu- 
tion and interest of the same, are now (after having united 
themselves with our enemies in reducing us to the distresses 
and difficulties we are labouring Tinder) taking steps to re- 
move themselves and effects out of this Colony into the 
Government of Nova-Scotia and elsewhere, in order to 
avoid their proportion of the burdens necessarily incurred, 
for our defence : to prevent which, it is 

" Resolved, That no person be, from this time, permitted 
to move his Goods and Effects out of this Colony, unless 
he shall obtain the permission of the Committee of Cor- 
respondence of the Town he belongs to, or (if no such Com- 
mittee be there appointed) of the Selectmen, or. the ma- 
jority of them, under their hands, for jhat purpose, but by 
the leave of this or some future Congress. And the seve- 
ral Committees of Correspondence, or Selectmen, where 
there are no such Committees, are hereby directed to be 
very vigilant in observing the motions of all such. persons 
whom theylriay have reason to suspect, and t6 see that 
this Resolve be carried into full execution." 

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

"™ ','-'_ Afternoon,". 

The Committee appointed to consider the Extracts of a 
Letter from the Honourable Enoch Freeman, Esquire, re- ' 
ported a Resolve respecting an Embassy to Canadaj^ which 
being read, and amended, was accepted, (and a copy or- 
dered to be authenticated and sent to the Selectmen of 
Falmouth,) and is as follows, vi^: 

■ ', "Whereas, it is absolutely necessary^ for the interest 
and safety of this Colony, in its present unhappy situ- 
ation, that the most certain intelligence from Canada of 
the designs and manoeuvres of the inhabitants of that 
Colony should be obtained as speedily as possible : And 
whereas, the Selectmen of the Town of Falmouth having 
been alarmed by reports, which had prevailed inthe eastern 
parts of the Colony, that the Canadians -would soon attack 
them on their frontiers, and thereby bring not only.. them- 
selves, but the whole Colony, into a still more deplorable 
situation r and judging it of the utmost importance, that 
the truth or falsity of such reports should be known without 
delay, have employed Mr, Jabez Matthews and Mr. David 
Dinsmore to go across the woods to Quebeclc, in order 
to observe the motions of the people there, and, as far as 
possible, to gain a knowledge of their intentions ; 

" Therefore, resolved, That this Congress do approve 
of the care and. attention of the Selectmen of Falmouth to 
the general interest of the Colony. 
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" And it is hereby recommended to the said Selectmen, 
that they transmit the intelligence that they may receive 
by them, together with the expenses of the said Embassy, 
to this, or some future Congress of this Colony, with all 
convenient speed, that the account of their expenses may 
be adjusted and allowed out of the Treasury of the Col- 
ony." 

The Order of the Day was moved for. 

The Report of the Committee appointed lo bring in a 
Resolve for establishing a Court of Inquiry, was read ; and 
is as follows, viz : 

" Whereas, it appears to this Congress that a want of a 
due and regular execution of Justice in this Colony has 
encouraged divers wicked and disorderly persons not only 
to commit outrages and trespasses upon private property 
and private persons, but also to make the most daring 
attacks upon the Constitution, and to unite in their endea- 
vours to disturb the peace and destroy the happiness and 
security of their Country: and whereas, this Congress 
conceive it to be their indispensable duty to take effectual 
measures to restrain all disorders and promote the peace 
and happiness of this Colony, by the execution of Justice 
in criminal matters: therefore, 

" Resolved, That a Court of Inquiry be immediately 
erected, consisting of seven persons, to be chosen by 
this Congress, whose duty it shall be to hear all com- 
plaints against any person or persons for treason against 
the Constitution of their Country, or other breaches of the 
publick peace and security,, and to determine and make 
up judgment thereon, according to the laws of this Prov- 
ince, and those of reason and equity : no judgments to be 
made up or punishments inflicted in consequence gf them, 
unless in such cases where five of the Judges so appointed 
were agreed ; any three of said Judges to have power, 
upon complaint made, to cause any person or persons com- 
plained of to.be imprisoned until the said Court can be 
convened to hear the same, or for any further orders of 
Congress which may be thought necessary; five of said 
Judges to be a quorum, and to be vested with the full 
powers of the Court, and to meet and sit in such place or 
places as they shall agree on. 

'• Resolved, Tiiat be, and they 

hereby are appointed as Judges of the said Court of In- 
quiry, to execute the trust agreeably to the above Re- 
solve." 

After debate, the question was put, whether said Report 
be accepted? And it passed in the negative. 
. .Ordered, That the Committee who reported a Letter 
to the Eastern Tribes of Indians, be directed to prepare in- 
structions to Mr. John Lane, who is appointed to commu- 
nicate the Letter to them, and enlist a Company of them 
in the service of the Colony. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gill, Mr. Bliss, and Mr. How, be 
a Committee to sort anrT count the votes for two persons, 
Members of. this Congress, to repair to the Congress of the 
Province of New-Hampshire. 

The Committee last mentioned, reported, that the Hon- 
ourable Joseph Gerrish, Esq., and Colonel Ebenezer Saw- 
yer, were chosen. 

Ordered, That Colonel Dexter, Colonel Warren, and 
Colonel Foster, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for 
supplying the Soldiers with two Twenty Shilling Bills each, 
for a month's advance, pay, and they are directed to draw 
up a form for said Bills, and employ an Engraver to pre- 
pare" a plate for engraving the same without delay ; and 

Resolved, That to-morrow morning, ten o'clock, be as- 
signed for the consideration of the Report of said Com- 
mittee thereon. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to prepare an 
application to the Continental Congress, sit forthwith. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gill, Mr. Bliss, and Mr. How, be 
a Corrmrittee to sort and count the votes for a Member of 
the Committee of Supplies, in the room of Colonel Lee, 
deceased. 

The Committee last mentioned, reported that Mr. John 
Pitts was chosen. 

w Ordered, That Colonel Barrett, Esquire Rawson, and 
Mr, Webster, be a Committee to take into consideration a 
Petition to this Congress from Mr. Boice and Mr. McLean, 
of Milton. 



Ordered, That Mr. Lothrop, Colonel Warren, and Mr; 
Jennison, be a Committee to draw up some instructions to 
the Delegates appointed to go to the Congress of New- 
Hampshire. ■ - 

Adjourned to eight o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

. ' ' Tuesday, May 1G, 1775, A. M. 

Ordered, That Doctor Taylor, Mr. Greenlcaf, and Cap- 
tain Dix, be a Committee to apply to the Committee of 
Safety for a list of such persons "as they have given Listing 
Orders to, and, in particular, a list of such as have com- 
pleted, or nearly completed their respective Regiments, and, 
as far as can be speedily obtained, the number of men. each 
Officer has enlisted, that this Congress may commission 
such persons as they think proper, without delay. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of 
Messrs. Boice and McLean, reported. A long debate was 
had thereon, and it was finally determined that the Peti- 
tioners have leave to withdraw their Petition, . 

Ordered, That Mr, Sullivan, Captain Stone, Colonel 
Farley, Major Brooks, and Doctor Raiimon, be a Com- 
mittee to take into consideration a verbal information of the 
capture of three Vessels, by a King's Cutter, at Dartmouth, 
and the retaking two of them, and fifteen Marines, prisoners. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Afternoon." 
Henry G_ardner, Esq., having renewed his request that 
this Congress would excuse him from serving the Colony 
in the office of Receiver-General : 

Resolved, That the determination of this matter be re- 
ferred until to-morrow morning, ten o'clock ; and if Mr. 
Gardner should then insist on being excused, that then the 
Congress will proceed to. the choice of some other person 
to supply his place. ' - 

The Committee appointed to prepare an application to 
the Continental Congress, reported the following, which 
was read, paragraph by paragraph, and accepted, viz : 

Resolved, That Doctor Church be ordered to go imme- 
diately to Philadelphia, and deliver to theTresident of the 
honourable American Congress, there now sitting, the fol- 
lowing application, to be by him conamun rcatecl to the Mem- 
bers thereof. And the said Church is aJscL directed tojionfer 
with the said Congress, respecting such other matters as 
may be necessary to the defence of this Colony, and par- 
ticularly the state of the Army therein. [See Folio 620.] 
The Committee appointed to prepare Instructions to the 
Delegates who are going to New- Hampshire, reported the 
following, which was accepted, viz : '...'..' .'.".. 

.Resolved, That the Honourable Joseph Gerrish, Esquire, 
and Colonel Ebenezer Sawyer, who are, by this Congress, 
chosen a Committee to wait on the Delegates oTthe Colony 
of New-Hampshire, are hereby empowered and directed, to' 
take such methods, and make such application to" the said 
Congress, as shall, in the judgment of said Coinmittee, ap- 
pear most conducive to the union of the Colorn'es^ and the 
most direct way to induce said Congress WNew-Ilamp- 
shire to raise their proportion of men to defend. the Colo- 
nies. 

And it is also Resolved, That the said Cornmitt§e be. 
furnished with a copy of the appjication of tliis Congress 
to the Honourable Members of tb~e Cqntinefital Congress, 
which the said Committee is directed to deliver to theTPre- 
sident of. the Congress of that Colony, and to do all that 
they can to procure the approbation of that Colony to our 
assuming Government, and to communicate to ^aid Cpn-_ 
gress such of the proceedings of this Congress a~s~they shall 
think conducive to the good of the whole. 

Ordered, That the said Delegates be furnished with a 
copy of the Establishment for the Massachusetts Army, 
Rules and Regulations for the same, and form of the Oath 
for the Officers and Soldiers. .;"; : 

A Letter from Col. Thomas Legate, dated Cambridge, 
16th May, 1775, was read, and committed to Col. Foster, 
Mr. Parker, and Mr. Bliss. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for sup- 
plying the Soldiers with two Twenty Shilling Bills, for a 
month's advance pay, again reported. 
The Order of the Day was moved for. 
Ordered, That Colonel Foster, Major 'Bliss, and Mr. 
Bent, be a Committee to sort and count the votes for a 
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Member of, this Congress to go to Philadelphia, with the 
application of this Congress to the Continental Congress. 

The Committee, reported that Doctor Benjamin Church 
was chosen. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Letter from Colonel Legate, reported ; which Report, being 
read Land .amended, was accepted, and is as follows, viz: 
- Whereas, it is of the utmost importance that the men 
^lio.shalj be. enlisted into the Artillery Company should 
be_,w;eil qualified for that employment ; and it being impos- 
sible to enlistjhe.nienTor the Artillery at large in the Col- 
"ony sO soon' as the service requires : therefore, 
..-.,- Resolved, That the Officers of the Artillery be allowed 
to enlist .the men from the several . Regiments already en- 
gaged, when the men are willing to engage in that service, 
until the wlipl_e Artillery establishment shall be completed. 
Always provided, that such enlistments shall be no preju- 
dice, or hindrance to the Officers wjth whom such men are 
already enlisted, m entitling them to thejr respective com- 
missions, and that not more than four men be taken from 
anyone Company. And the Officers of the Train of Ar- 
tillery are directed to use their endeavours to enlist as many 
(who are not under any previous engagement in the Army) 
as they can speedily ; and the Officers from whose Regi- 
ment or Company any person is enlisted into the Train of 
. Artillery, are also directed to fill up their said Regiment or 
Company with all convenient speed, by enlisting other 
Soldiers in. the place of those enlisted into the Train of Ar- 
tillery. 

Ordered, r That Mr. Gerry, Mr. Pitts, Doctor Taylor, 

the President, and Sir. Batchelder, be a Committee, to con- 

. sider what measures it would be expedient to take, relative 

to the prisoners in Boston, and the inhabitants which are 

there kept in duress. 

■".". The. Committee appointed to apply to the Committee of 
Safety for a list of Officers, 8tc, reported verbally, that, 
they had no other list than what they had before sent to 
the. Congress ; that they had received no returns, and knew 
not how many had enlisted, or whether any Regiments were 
completed. 

Ordered, That Colonel Barrett, Doctor Taylor, and Mr. 
Fuller, be a Committee to take into consideration a Pe-' 
tition from the inhabitants of Canaan and Norridgcwoclc, 
on Rennebeck River, and report. 

TJie.Cgmmittee who were appointed to consider the in- 
formation from .Dartmouth/ reported. The Report was 
recommitted for further examination and inquiry into the 
affair. 

Ordered, That Mr. Freeman and Doctor Holten be 
added to the Committee appointed to examine Hutchinson's 
Letters. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning, 

Wednesday, May 17, 1775. 

A Letter from Edward Mott to this Congress, dated 
1 1th May, 1775, giving an account of the taking of the 
Foftressat, Ticonderoga, was read, together with a Letter 
from Ethan Alien. . Also an application from Col. Easton 
and others ; whereupon, 

, Ordered, That Colonel Foster, Mr. Sullivan, and Doc- 
tor Hqlten, be a Committee to introduce Colonel Easton 
to this House, to give a "narrative of that transaction, and 
th.ai_e.acb. Member have liberty to ask him any questions. 

Ordered, That 3!r. President, Doctor Taylor, Colonel 
Foster, Doctor Holten, and Mr. Cross, be a Committee to 
take th_e_san.e into consideration and report. 

A ResoKe frornjbe Committee of Safety, relative to the 
seiztrfg the servants and friends to Government, (improperly 
sp called,) was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Resolved, That .three o'clock, P. M., be assigned for the 
purpose of considering the expediency of making out a 
Commission, to General Ward. 

The Congress appointed two other Monitors, viz: Mr. 
John Hale and Captain Woodbridge Brown. 

The Resolve and fqrrrrof an Oath to be taken by the 
General Officers, were read, amended, and accepted, and 
are as follow, viz : 

Resolved, That the General Officers of the Massachu- 
setts Army, now, raising for the defence and security of the 
rights and liberties of .this, and our sister Colonies in Ame- 
rica, shall, each aqd every of them, repeat, take, and_ sub- 



scribe the following Oath, to be administered by . 



viz: 



" I, A.B., do solemnly swear, that, as a General Officer 
in the Massachusetts Army,! will" well and faithfully exe- 
cute the office of a General, to which I have been appointed, 
according to my best abilities, in defence and for the secu- 
rity of the estates, lives, and liberties, of the good people 
of this, and the sister Colonies in America, in opposition 
to Ministerial tyranny, by which they are, or may be op- 
pressed, and to all other enemies and opposers whatsoever. 
That I will 'aclhere to the Rules and Regulations of said 
Army, established by the Congress of the. Mdssachv.sctfx- 
Bay, observe and obey the Resolutions and Orders which 
are, or shall be passed by said Congress, or any future Con- 
gress, or House of Representatives, or legislative body of 
said Colony, and such Committees as shall be by them au-" 
thorized for that purpose ; "and that I will disclose and make 
known to the authority aforesaid, all traitorous conspiracies", 
attempts, and designs whatsoever, wlnclfT sTiaTTknow .to be 
Made, or have reason' to suspect are making, against the 
Army, or any of the English American Colonies." 

Ordered, That Jonas Eix, Esq., be directed tb take 
Depositions, relative to the destruction of private property 
by the King's Troops, on the nineteenth ultimo, and their 
driving women in child-bed out of their Houses, andTcilring 
old men unarmed. ; 

Henry Gardner, Esq., informed the House that he was 
willing to continue to serve this Colony in the office of 
Receiver-General. 

Ordered, That Mr. Koltoclc, Deacon Nichols, and Mr. 
Rawson, be a Committee to consider what steps are proper 
to be taken for the relief of such of the inhabitants" of Bos- 
ton as come over to Charlcstown, who are not able to take 
care of themselves. 

The Committee appointed to consider the account of 
taking the Fortress of Ticonderoga, reported the folfowing 
Resolve, and Letter to the Assembly of Connecticut, which 
were accepted, and the Letter ordered to be authenticated 
and sent forward : 

Gentlemen: We have the happiness of presenting bur 
congratulations to you on the reduction of that important 
fortress, Ticonderoga.' We applaud the conduct^ of both 
the officers and soldiers, and are of opinion, that {Eg advan- 
tageous situation of that fortress makes it highly expedient 
that it should be repaired, and properly garrisoned. In the 
mean time, as we suppose that there is no necessity for 
keeping all the cannon there, we should be extremely glad 
if all the battery cannon, especially brass cannon, which 
can be spared from that place, or procured from Crown 
Point, (which we hope by this time isYn" the Hands of our 
friends,) may be forwarded this way, with all possible expe- 
dition, as we have here to contend with an Army furnished 
with as fine a train of artillery as ever was seen In America. 
And we are in extreme want of a sufficient number of can- 
non to fortify those important passes, without which w;e can. 
neither annoy General Gage, if it should become'neces- 
sary, nor defend ourselves against him. 

We therefore must most earnestly recommend this. very 
important matter to your immediate consideration ; and we 
would suggest it, as our opinion, that the appointing Col- 
onel Arnold to take charge of them, and bring them down, 
with all possible haste, may be a means of settling any djs-_ 
putes which may have arisen between. him and some other 
officers, which we are always desirous to avoid, and more 
especially at a time when our common danger ought to unite 
us in the strongest bonds of unity and affection. 
We are, gentlemen, fcc. 

This Congress having received authentick intelligence 
that the Fort at Ticonderoga is surrendered into the hands 
of Colonel Ethan Allen and others, together with the. Ar- 
tillery and Artillery Stores, Ammunition, fee, thereunto 
belonging, for the benefit of these Colonies, occasioned by 
the intrepid valour of a number of men under the com- 
mand of the said Colonel Allen, Colonel Easton of the 
Massachusetts, and others; and by the advice and direction 
of the Committee for that expedition, the said Colonel 
Allen is to remain in possession of the same and its.depen- 
dencies, until further order : 

Resolved, That this Congress do highly approve of the 
same ; and the General Assembly of the Colony of Con- 
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necticut are' hereby desired to give directions relative to 
garrisoning and maintaining the same, for the future, until 
the advice of the Continental Congress can be had in that 
behalf. 

And as this Colony is in want of some Battering Can- 
non for their defence immediately, it is further Resolved, 
That the President of this Congress be desired to write to 
the General Assembly of the Colony of Connecticut, desir- 
ing that they would give order for the immediate removal 
of some of those Cannon to this Colony, for the purpose 
aforesaid. ~ " 

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

.. . Afternoon. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition froTri 
the inhabitants of Canaan and Norridgcwock, reported. 

The question being put, Whether the Report shall be 
accepted ? it passed in the negative. 

Thereupon, Resolved, That the Petitioners have leave 
to withdraw their Petition. 

Ordered, That Colonel Foster, Mr. Sullivan, and Cap- 
tain Farley, be a Committee to prepare a Commission for 
General Ward. ~ - 

The Committee appointed to consider of the verbal in- 
formation from Dartmouth, reported verbally, " That the 
inhabitants of Dartmouth be advised to conduct themselves 
(with respect to the prisoners they have taken) agreeably 
to the direction of the Committee of Inspection for that 
Town." . ' " ' 

-After a long debate, it was moved that the consideration 
of this" matter should subside. 

And the question being put, it passed in the affirmative. 

And the matter accordingly subsided. 
Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to inform the 
gentlemen from Dartmouth, of the determination of the 
Congress, respecting the information from Dartmouth, 
and the reason thereof. 

'Ordered, That the Committee appointed to revise the 
Commission of the Committee of Safety, sit forthwith, 
and report as soon as may. be. That Mr. Sullivan be ex- 
cused, and that Colonel Foster and Deacon Fisher be 
added to this Committee. 

Resolved, That Doctor Church be allowed one Servant 
to attend him in his journey to Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That the Letters relative to taking the For- 
- tress of Ticonderoga, be delivered to the Committee of 
Safety.. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to prepare an 
Establishment for Post- Offices, &c, be directed to bring 
in a.Resolve, for the purpose of empowering the Commit- 
tee, who.' wore appointed to agree with the Post-Riders, 
&c, to Jake Bonds of the Postmasters, and appoint oaths 
to be taken by the Postmasters and Post-Riders ; and that 
Colonel Foster be. excused, and Captain Stone and Mr. 
Greenleaf be added to the Committee. 

Adjourned to nine ojclock to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, May 18, 1775, A. M. 

The Committee who were appointed to revise the Re- 
solves respecting the Committee of Safety, reported : 

Whereupon, Resolved, That three o'clock, in the after- 
noon, be assigned for the choice of a Commi.ttee of Safety, 
to consist pf thirteen Members, and for the further consi- 
deration of said Report. 

Ordered, That Captain Rawson, Mr. Butten, and Col- 
onel Farley, be a. Committee to consider the practicability 
.of employing Chaplains for the Army out of the number 
of Clergy of this Colony. 

Ordered, That Colonel Warren, Mr. Gardner, and Mr. 
Sullivan be a Committee to bring in a Resolve, recom- 
mending it to the inhabitants of this Colony not to choose 
any person to represent them in Congress, who has a Com- 
mission in the. Army. 

The Committee made the following Report ; which was 
read : 

In Provincial Congress, May 18, 1775. 

Whereas, in all free States, the sword should be subser- 
vient to, and under the control of the civil powers of 
Government ; from whence arises the impropriety of the 
Officers of the Army of this Colony being members of the 
Congress to be held therein: and whereas, it is absolutely 



necessary thai every Officer of the Army aforesaid con- 
stantly attend his duty therein : 

Therefore, Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby recom- 
mended to the several Towns in this Colony that they do . 
not return to the next Congress, to be held here, any Offi- 
cer of the Army, as a member of said Congress. 

Ordered, That Major Fuller, of Middleton, Mr. Whitte- 
more, and Mr. Bliss, be a Committee to wait upon the 
Honourable James Russell, Esq., Impost-Master, to know 
if he has any Publick Moneys, now in his hands. 

Ordered, That the President, Mr. Sullivan, and Col- 
onel Warren, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve, re- 
commending to the inhabitants of this Colony to make no 
purchases, nor receive any conveyances of Estates, from the 
Mandamus Counsellors, or other inveterate enemies to the 
rights of this Country, and that they have no dealings of 
any kind with such persons, 

Ordered, That Mr. Gardner, Doctor Taylor, and Mr. 
Kollock, be a Committee to consider and inquire into the 
subject-matter of a Resolve of the Committee of Safety 
respecting Lady Frankland. " . - 

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

7" "" . _._.." Afternoon. 

Ordered, Tiiat Mr. Sullivan, Colonel Foster, Doctor 
Ilulten, Mr. Bragdon and Captain Batchelder, be a Com- 
mittee to take into consideration a Letter from the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence for the Town of Falmouth, and 
such parts of a Letter from the HonDurable Etioch Free- 
man, Esq. to the Secretary, as he may communicate, . .-_■ 
The Order of the .Day was moved for. ' 
Ordered, That Captain Brown, Mr,_Bayley, and Cap- 
tain Baker, be a .Committee to sort and count the votes 
for a Committee of Safety. 

The Committee appointed, to count and sort the votes 
for a Committee of Safety, reported that the. following 
gentlemen were chosen, viz : 

Hon. John Hancock, Esq., Capt. Benjamin White, 
Doctor Joseph Warren, Col. Joseph Palmer, 

Doctor Benjamin Church, Mr. Richard Dev$ns, 
Mr. Abraham Watson, Mr. John Pigeon, 

Colonel Azor Ome, Hon, Benj. Greenleaf, 

Mr. Nathan Gushing, Doct. Samuel Holten. . . 

Hon. Enoch Freeman, Esq., 

The Report was recommitted for filling up the blanks. 

Ordered, That Mr, Kollock, Doctor Taylor, and Colo- 
nel Davis, be a Committee to inquire where the Treasurer v 
may procure Money for the Muster-Masters, to supply the 
Soldiers with advance pay. 

The Committee who were appointed to consider the 
Resolve of the Committee of Safety respecting Lady 
Frankland, reported as follows : 

The Committee appointed to consider the. Resolution of 
the Committee of Safety, respecting the removal of Lady 
Frankland, with her effects, from Hopkinton to Boston, 
have attended to that service, and ask leaveto report fact's 
as the Committee find them, viz: 

That Mrs. Frankland hath with her now going into Bos- 
ton, four horses, two chaises, one phaeton, six oxen, two 
carts, five sheep, one swine, about four hundred of nay, two 
barrels and one hamper filled with bottled wine, one keg of 
tongues, six trunks and several small boxes, containing 
chiefly men and women's wearing apparel, sheeting and 
other linens, three beds, with their furniture; orre gun, .one 
pistol, and one sword, one* flask, with a small quantity'of 
powder and lead ; about ten bushels of Indian corn, and 
one canister, with a small quantity of tea, 

As a number of people at or near the place where the 
above articles are confined, appear to be greatly irritated at 
Mrs. FranklanoV s~ proceeding to Boston, the Committee 
think it their duty to report facts.. Which is submitted. 

Per order: ■".,." Henry Gardner,. 

Whereupon, Resolved, That Mr. Craft be and hereby 
is directed forthwith to attend tnis Congress. 

Mr, jCraft accordingly attended; and having heard the 
allegations against him, and having made his defence, with- 
drew. : ' _..;; - 

The Congress then Resolved, That he should be gently 
admonished by the President, and be .assured that the 
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Congress "wore determined to preserve their dignity and 
power over the Military. 

Mr. Craft was again called in, and the President politely 
admonished him, agreeably to the Resolve of Congress. 

.Resolved, That Lady Frankland be permitted to go 
info Boston with the following articles, viz: seven trunks; 
all the oedsTand furniture to them; all the boxes and_cratos ; 
a basket of chickens, and a bag of corn ; two barrels and . 
a hamper ; two horses and two chaises, and all the articles 
in the chaise, excepting arms and ammunition; one pha- 
eton; some tongues, hams and veal, and sundry small bun- 
dles. .--■■■_-- 

Which articles having been examined by a Committee 
from this Congress, she is permitted to have them carried 
in without any further examination. 
.. Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning, 

-' .... -'...,_.' , Friday, May 19, 1775. 

Resolved, That Colonel Bond be and hereby is directed 
to appoint a Guard of six men to escort Lady Frankland 
to Boston, with such of her effects as this Congress have 
permitted her to carry with her; and Colonel Bond is di- 
rected to wait on General Thomas with a copy of the Re- 
solves of this Congress respecting Lady Frankland. 

Resolved, That Mr. Ezekicl Hall, of this Town, be 
recommended to the Generals of our Colony Army, in 
order to have such aid as they can afford him in going into 
or out of Boston, or sending some, suitable person there, 
which appears to be necessary, in order to save some of 
his valuable effects, which there is reason to fear were ex- 
posed by the late fire. 

Ordered, That Colonel Warren wait on General Ward, 
directing him to attend this Congress forthwith, to receive 
his Commission ; and also on the Committee of Safety, for 
a list of such Colonels and other Officers as they shall 
report to be prepared for receiving their Commissions. 

A Letter from the Committee of Correspondence of 
Connecticut, was read, respecting the taking of TiconJe- 
roga : Whereupon, 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry prepare an answer thereto, 
informing them what steps this Congress have taken rela- 
tive to.thatLaffair. 

Ordered, That Doctor Perkins and Captain Baker be 
added to the Committee who were appointed to inquire 
where the. Treasurer can borrow money. 

Resolved, That all persons who may have any Goods 
or Chattels beloliging to Lady Frankland, now in their 
custody, which are not mentioned in the Resolve of thjs 
Congress for allowing ber, with certain effects, to go into 
Boston, be and hereby are directed to permit her to send 
them Jo > Hopkmton, or dispose of them in any way "agree- 
able to her, not inconsistent with." the Resolves of this Cpn- 

S re33 v . . " '...-■ - 

The' Committee appointed to consider what steps may 

be taken for the relief of such of the inhabitants of Boston 

as come over to Charlestown, &.c, reported : Whereupon, 

Ordered, That Deacon Cheever, Colonel Davis, and 
Captain E. Withington, be a Committee to bring in a list 
of names of persons, to fill up the blank in said Report. 

M,r._Gerry reported an. Answer to a Letter from the 
Committee of ^Correspondence of Connecticut, which was 
accepted. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Aftornqgn., 

Ordered, That Doctor Holten, Mr. Whiltemore, and 
Major Bliss, be a Committee to take into consideration the 
Representation made to this Congress by Colonel Warren, 
by desire of . General Ward, of the necessity there "is that 
the Army should be immediately supplied with Iron Pots, 
as well as an additional stock of Powder; as also for pro-' 
viding a House for the abode of Joseph Trumbull, Esquire, 
of Connecticut, and another for the Chairman and the other 
Members of the Committee of Safety. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Representation made to this Congress by Colonel Warren, 
by desire of General Ward, made the following Report : 

That they applied to the Committee of Supplies respect- 
ing the want of Iron Pots for the use of the Army ; and 
also of an additional stock of Powder, and received for 
answer, tlnat Mr. Gerry would wait upon the Congress this 



afternoon, and inform them respecting the same. .And said 
Committee beg leave further to report, as their opinion, 
that a ."Resolve be brought in empowering Joseph Trum- 
bull, Esquire, of Connecticut, to use and improve the house 
of John Borland, Esquire, late of Cambridge, until further 
orders of this Congress, or some future Congress, or House 
of Representatives ; and also a Resolve empowering the 
Committee of Safety to use and improve the house of John 
Vassal!. Esquire, late of Cambridge, until further orders of 
this Congress, or some future Congress, or House of Repre- 
sentatives; said houses to be improved as above expressed, 
as soon as General Ward shall provide for the soldiers in 
said houses in some other places. 

The Report of the Committee for revising the Commis- 
sions of the Committee . of Safety, after being read, para- 
graph by paragraph, was amended and accepted, and is as 
follows, viz : 

Whereas, the former Congresses of this Colony have 
chosen, and by diver? Tiesolutions have empowered, John 
Hancock, Esquire, Doctor Joseph Warren, Doctor Benja- 
min Church, Captain Benjamin White, Colonel Joseph 
Palmer, Mr. Richard Devens, Mr. Abraham Watson, Jr., 
Mr. John Pigeon, Colonel Azor Orne, Nathan dishing, 
Esq., Colonel William Hectth, Colonel Thomas Gardner, 
Colonel Asa Whitcomb, Mr. Edward Durant, and Mr. 
James Sullivan, to be a Committee of Safety ; and by. 
virtue of the. authority of that office, on certain occasions, 
to cause to be assembled the Militia of this Colony, for the 
defence of the inhabitants thereof; and which Committee 
of Safety are, by the Resolutions of said Congresses, em- 
powered to do several other acts .for the. service of the Col- 
ony, as by the Journals and Records of said Congresses 
appears : _. . . 

It is Resolved, That whatever the. said Committee of 
Safety, or any of them, have done pursuant to the said 
Resolutions of said. Congress, shall be held good and valid, 
and that the said inhabitants of said Colony shall he held 
thereby, as well according to the true Intent and meaning 
of said Resolutions, as according to the strict letter thereof. 

And whereas, there appears to be still a deficiency of 
power in said Committee, considering the particular exi- 
gencies of the Colony, and it. being" necessary to have their 
Commission as concise and explicit as possible, which can 
be done only by consolidating the powers injended^by the 
several Resolutions of this as well as the former Congresses, 
to be given them ; it is, therefore. 

Resolved, That all and every Resolution now in force 
respecting the said Committee of Safety, shall be and 
hereby are repealed, revoked, and rendered null and void. 

And it is also Resolved, That the Honourable J_ohn . 
Hancock, Esquire, Doctor Joseph Warren, Doctor Benja- 
min Church, Captain Benjamin White, Colonel Joseph 
Palmer, Mr. Richard Devens, Mr. AbrahantJVatson, Mr. 
John Pigeon, Colonel Azor Orne, Honourable Benjamin 
Greenteaf, Esquire, Mr." Nathan Cushing, Doctor Samuel 
Holten, and Honourable Enoch Freeman, Esq., be a Com- 
mittee of Safety for this Colony hereafter, until some fur- 
ther order of this or some future Congress or House of 
Representatives of this Colony shall revoke their or'either 
of their appointment. 

And it is also Resolved, That the said Committee of 
Safety shall be, and hereby are empowered, when they shall 
think it necessary, in defence of the lives and properties of 
the inhabitants of this Colony, to assemble sircji and sp. 
many of the Militia thereof, and them to dispose and place 
where, and detain so long, as the. said Committee of Safety 
shall judge necessary, and "to discharge said Militia when 
the safety of this Colony will .admit of it ; and the Officers 
of the said Militia are hereby enjoined to pay strict obe- 
dience to the orders and directions of the said Committee 
of Safety. 

And it is also Resolved, That the said Committee of 
Safety shall be, and hereby are empowered to direct the 
Army of this Colony to be stationed where the said Com- 
mittee of Safety shall judge most conducive to the. defence 
and service of the Colony; and the General, and other Of- 
ficers of the Army, are required to render strict obe.d.ience 
to such orders of said Committee ; provided always, that it 
shall be in the power of this, or any future. Congress, to 
control any order of the said Committee of Safety, respect- 
ing this or any other matter. 
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And whereas, the former Committee of Safety were, by 
a Resolve of this Congress, empowered to nominate per- 
sons to this Congress to be commissioned to be officers in 
the Army now establishing for the defence of this Colony; 
and said Committee .having already given orders to a num- 
ber of persons to enlist men for that purpose: -. . ~ 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety novv appointed 
proceed in that matter, that such officers, where the Regi- 
ments are completed, may be commissioned by this Con- 
gress ; and if any Regiment should be nearly completed, 
and the officers thereof ready to be. commissioned, agree- 
ably to the Resolve of this Congress, during the time be- 
tween the dissolution'" of this Congress and the meeting of 
the next, the said. Committee shall have power to fill up 
and deliver out Commissions to them ; and blank Commis- 
sions, signed by the President of this Congress, and attest- 
ed by the Secretary, shall be delivered to the said.Com- 
jiiit tee for this purpose. 

And it is also Resolved, That any five of the said Com- 
Jnittee be a quorum, with full power to transact any busi- 
ness which the Committee, by the Resolves abovB, are 
empowered and vested with authority to do. 

Ordered, That Letters be sent to. the Honourable Ben- 
jamin Greenleaf, Esquire, and the Hon. Enoch Freeman, 
Esquire, informing them of their being chosen Members of 
the Committee of Safety, and requesting their attendance 
as sojHTas possible. 

Resolved, That Mr. John Pigeon be, and he hereby is 
appointed and empowered as a Commissary for the Army 
of this Province, to draw from the Magazines which are or 
ina,y be provided for that purpose, such Provisions and other 
stores, as from time to time he shall find necessary for the 
Army ; and he is further empowered to recommend to the 
Congress such persons as shall be. necessary, and as he 
shall jliink qualified, to serve as Deputy Commissaries ; 
and said Deputy Commissaries, when confirmed by the 
Congress for the time being, shall have full power to act in 
said office, and are to be accountable to the Commissary 
for their doings ; also, said Commissary is empowered to 
contract with and employ such other persons to assist him 
in executing his office,' as shall be by him found necessary ; 
and. his contracts for necessaries. to supply the Army during 
the late confused state of the Colony, shall be allowed ; 
and the Committee of Supplies are hereby directed to ex- 
amine, tin d if they find them reasonable, considering the 
exigencies of the times, to draw on the Treasury for pay- 
ment of the same. 

The form of a Commission for General Ward was read, 
amended, and accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

■'; The Congress of the Colony of the Mas.sachusetts- 
Bay to the Honourable Artemas Ward, Esquire, 
greeting : - - 

" We, reposing especial trust and confidence in your 
courage and good conduct, do, by these presents, constitute 
and appoint you, the said Artemas Ward, to be General 
and Commanderj-in-Chief of all the Forces raised by the 
Congress aforesaid, for the defence of this and the other 
American Colonies. You are, therefore, carefully and 
diligently to discharge the duty of a General, in leading, 
ordering, and exercising the said Forces in arms, both in- 
feriour Officers and Soldiers., and to keep them in good 
order arid discipline ; and they are. hereby commanded to 
obey you us their General ; and you are yourself to ob- 
serve and follow such orders and instructions as you shall, 
from time to time, receive from this or any future Congress, 
or House of Representatives of this Colony, or the Com- 
mittee of Safety, so. far as the said Committee is empow- 
ered, by their commission, to order and instruct you for 
the defence.of this and the other Colonies, and to demean 
yourself according to the military rules and discipline, es- 
lablishe'd by Congress in pursuance of the trust reposed in 
vdu. By order of the Congress : 

" President pro tern. 

"...,.. the . . . ., of . . , . A. D._ 1775. 
" . ... . Secretary pro tern." 

Ordered, That Colonel Foster, Captain Stone, and 
Mr. Wehster, be a Committee to get the Depositions and 
Narrative of the late excursion of the King's" Troops to 



Concord, printed in a pamphlet, on the best terms they 
can ; and that they forward one pamphlet to each Town 
and District in the Colony. 

Resolved, That there be a blank left in the Commis- 
sions to be given the Officers of the several Regiments of 
the Colony Army, for the rank of the Regiment, and that 
............ be a Committee to settle the ranks 

of the Regiments, when the Regiments are completed. 

Resolved, That the same Committee be directed to 
bring in a Resolve, settling the rank or number of the Re- 
giments, according to the rank or age of the Counties from 
whence the majority of the Regiments shall come. 

Resolved, That the rank of the Regiments, where there 
are more than one in each. County, be according to the 
rarjk which those Regiments formerly sustained in the old 
arrangement, from which they are taken, provided that can 
be ascertained ; and where that cannot be determined, the 
rank to be determined by lot. 

Resolved, That the Commissions be all of one date, and 
that the rank of the Officers be determined by this Con- 
gress, or by a Committee from this Congress at some 
futuretime. .'.■".'.,, 

Resolved, That Colo.nel Sarniiel Gerrish have a Com- 
mission for a Colonel in' the Army, and that the oatij.be 
administered to him by Mr. Gardner, the Receiver-Gen- 
eral ; also, that Commissions, as Captains, issue, for Richard 
Dodge, Jacob Gerrish, and William. Rogers; Commissions 
to bear date the 19th May. „ . ."' _ 

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Saturday, Mny 20, " 3 7T5." 
Ordered, That Colonel Foster, Doctor Hoi ten, and 
Major Brooks, be a Committee "to confer wijh Mr. Revere, 
respecting his proposal for an alteration m tbe value of the 
Colony Notes, which have been .ordered .to be struck off. 
Ordered, That Colonel Thurston, Esquire Aikin, and 
Mr. Crane, be a Committee to take into consideration" a 
Petition from a number of the inhabitants of Seer Island. 

The Committee appointed to consider the case of the 
prisoners in Boston, and the inhabitants, which are there 
kept in duress, reported. The Report was read and ac-- 
cepted, and is "5s follows, viz: . . ~ , = ,~ ; - : . 

Whereas this Congress did, on the 30th of April last 
past, pass a Resolve for permitting such, inhabitants of the 
Colony to remove into Boston, "with, their* effects, fire- ; 
arms and ammunition excepted," as should incline thereto.; 
it being in consequence of General. Gage's promise to the 
inhabitants of Boston, that upon resigning their arms and 
ammunition they should, hav,e liberty to rpmoye from said 
Town with their effects : And whereas but a small propoiv 
tion of the said inhabitants of Boston have "been hitherto 
permitted to leave the Town, and those only to bring their 
clothing and household, furniture, they being constrained to 
leave their provisions and all their other effecjs: Therefore, 

Resolved, That General Ward be, and he hereby , is 
directed to order the Guards, in future riot to suffer any pro- 
visions or effects, excepting furniture aTicf clothing, to be 
carried into the Town of Boston, so long as the said Gen- 
eral Gage shall suffer the persons or effects of the inhabi- 
tants of said Town, contrary to his plighted faith,, to be 
restrained. 

The Committee appointed to confer with Mr. Revere, 
brought in the following Resolves, which were accepted, 
and the Secretary directed to erase from the Minutes the 
Resolve which passed this Congress for Issuing Colony 
Notes of ten Shillings each : ...'"'. ..,'""■ ''-.-- --',"- 

Whereas this Congress did, on the fourth day of this in- 
stant, May, pass a Resolve m the following form, viz:* 

Resolved, That each. Non-commissioned Officer and Pri- 
vate Soldier, who has or shall enlist himself into the service 
of this Colony, shall have twenty Shillings paid him out of " 
the Receiver-General's office, as advance.pay, and.that the 
Commanding Officer of each Regiment, who shall be, and 
hereby is empowered to act as Muster-Master to his said 
Regiment, shall draw from the Receiver General's office 
the sum. of twenty Shillings for each Non-commissioned 
Officer and Private Soldier in his. said Regiment, and pay 
the same, according to the tenor of this Resglve, as soon 
as said men have enlisted, themselves, aiid beeirduly sworn, 
and give his Bond, with sufficient sureties;, to'the Bece.iver- 
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GeneraJL therefor ; said Bpndto be discharged by a receipt 
produced by said Officer from each Non-commissioned Offi- 
■ ', cerandjft-}.va_te_ Soldier, .that he has received the same. 
„. ,. Aiid whej'eas, thi^. Congress have, by a subsequent Re- 
solve, superseded the appointment of the. Muster-Masters 
. a foremen tjoriedj and directed" that Colonel Benjamin Lin- 
coln and Colgnel AsqWhitcpmb, be appointed Muster- 
. Masters jnjhe ISjiassachusetU Army, whose business it shall 
be'lo.pass muster on every Soldier that should be enlisted 
into the said I Army, and by no means to accept of any but 
such as, a.'^ able r podipd ancl^effective men, and also to ex- 
amjne their Arms ajid Accoutrements, fee, that they are in 
proper order ; and said Muster-Masters are thereby directed 
and empowered to receive "from Henry Gardner, Esquire, 
Recejiyer-Geiieral, twenty Shillings, lawful money, for each 
. and every Non-commissioned Officer and Private Soldier 
then .mustered and sworn, and as shall appear with their 
Ajms, Sic, and shall give Bond to said Receiver-General, 
.^ith..su r fficient sureties for such moneys drawn out of the 
.Treasury, and shall forthwith pay out said sum of twenty 
Sellings advance pay, taeach and every Non-commissioned 
Officer and Private Soldier, and on producing receipts from 
the.m to said Receiver-General, said Bonds shall be can- 
celled ; And whereas it is found, thai sufficient ready cash 
cannot be. obtained so" soon as it will be needed for the pur- 
pQse'aforesajd : tjiereibre, 

- ^Resolved, That each Non-commissioned Officer and Pri- 
vate Soldier aforesaid, (if he wilj accept the same;) shall, 
instead^ of twqnty Shillings advance pay, upon the muster 
aforesaid, receive forty Shillings advance pay in three Notes, 
on interest.from the ReceiveitGeneralj to be paid in one 

■ ye'ar from the date of said Notes ; and that for all such sums 
as. the. ; said^Col. Lincoln and Col. Whitcomb shall receive 

■ of the Heceiver-General in Notes as aforesaid, they give' 

- Bonds, and that such Bonds be discharged by receipts, as 
.,. iii and by the last mentioned Resolve is directed. " 

Ordered, .That the President, Major IJawley, General 
Whitcpmp, Mr. Gerry, 'Colonel Palmer, Colonel Lincoln, 
, ■ . and. .Colonel, Foster, be a Committee to consider what mea- 
sures' &rt; proper to "Be taken,' for organizing the Massachu- 
setts Arrny i" the most effectaal and ready manner. 

Resolved, That for the payment of advance pay to the 
Massachusetts Army, there be issued by the Receiver- 

- General, on the credit of this Colony, a sum not exceeding. 
Twenty-Six Thousand Pounds, lawful money, in Notes of 

. the. following denominations;' viz : of Twenty Shillings, of 

■ Eighteen, Sixteen, Fjfteen, Fourteen, Twelve, Ten, Nine, 
anJ of Six Shillings ; to. be four thousandtluee hundred 
and thirty-three of each denomination, and no more ; and 
to be of. die form followinnr, viz : ' " 

... C_o_i.on.y of the Massachusetts-Bay. 
■F : ■'■' \ . w> ".-"_ .- May 25, 1775. 

• .^fre possessor of this Note shall be entitled to receive, 

■ out of the pubh'ck Treasury of this Colony, the sum of 
"■ • ' ■ vv*'- .- .Shillings, lawful money, on the twenty- 

• , fifth day of May, Anno Domini 1776, with interest, at the' 
rate of six peT cent, per annum. And this Note shall be 
received in all payments at the Treasury, at any lime after 
the date, jjereof, for the principal sum, without interest, if 
so paid; before the said 25th day oT May, Anno Domini 
177$.. . .-;,- -_'■ 

\'' .;.-..''.:■ Receiver-General. 

Which NofRs shall be. received in all payments in this 
Colony ; and.n'o dispount or abatement shall be made there- 
on in any' payment, trade, or exchange whatsoever. 

The Committee appointed Jo consider the practicability 

- of providing Chaplsiins for the Army, reported. 

- The Report was .'read, and recommitted. 

'- _. The Petition of Benjamin Thompson to the Committee 
of Safety, was read, and ordered to subside. 

'Adjourned to threelo'clock, P. M. 

Afternoon. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider the 
' practicability of providing Chaplains, was again read, ap- 
-■ cepted, and is gs follows, viz : ■ - ' ' 

Whelms, it is necessary that Chaplains should be ap- 
pointed. m^Mqssdchusetis Army, under the command of 
the Honourable Artemas Ward, Esquire, which, if appoint- 



ed on the ! .establishment made by this Colony, will greatly 
enhance the Colony debt : 

; And whereas, it has been represented to this. Congress, 
thai several Ministers of the Religious Assemblies within 
this Colony have expressed their willingness to attend the 
Army aforesaid in the capacity of Chaplains, as they may 
be directed by this Congress: therefore, 

Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby "recommended to 
the Ministers of the several' Religious Assemblies within 
this Colony, that, with the leave of .their several Congrega- 
tions, they attend, said Army iVtnelr several Towns, to the. 
number of thirteen at_one_time, during the time the Army 
shall be encamped ; and that" they make known their Re- 
solutions to the Congress thereon, or to the Committee of 
Safety, as scon as may be. ... _...,.,. .,.._. 

Resolved ynanimously, That the President be desired to 
deliver to General Ward the Commission prepared for him 
by this Congress, as General and Commander-in-Chief of 
the Massachusetts Forces. . \^ ' . 

Ordered, That Major Brooks, Colonel Mitctietl Es- 
quire Rawson, Esquire Dip, and Major Bliss, be a" Com- 
mittee to examine the prisoner \t the door, brought from 
Head-Quarters, and report some order to be taken thereon. 

The President communicated to Congress the request of 
the Selectmen .of Boston, that the Congress would permit 
Mr, Hall to carry two loads, of Haj' into Boston, one for 
himself and pne for another person, (Lieutenant-Governour 
Oliver:) Whereupon", '-■'■'■ '-"' '■'■■• " : - :: "' ' 

Ordered, That .the messenger in waiting be dismissed. 

Resolved, That only the Colonels of each Regiment 
should attend this Congress to. receive their Commissions, 
unless they should be indisposed, or otherwise riecessarily 
prevented ; in which case the next Field-Officer rns"y'"appiy 
for his Commission, and Commis.sionjrfor the inferior 'Of- 
ficers in his Regiment. "'_...'.' ; '„ v ,.';"..;.";.. 

The Honourable Mr. Dexter having, bv order of Con- 
gress, administered the Oath to General . Ward_, his "Corn 
mission was delivered to him by the PresfdcjitV " '.'. _ 



by 

The following Commissions were likewise delivered, viz': 

To Thomas Cogswell and John Wood, Captains, under 
command of Colonel Gerrish. "' , ~\ 

Ephraim Doolittle, Colonel ; Ebenezer Learned, Colo- ■ 
nel; Joseph Reed, Colonel; James Brickei, Lieutenant- 
Colonel, under Colonel James Fry; Calvin Smith, Major, 
under Colonel Joseph Read. _ - 

Danforth Keys, Lieutenant-Colonel, Jonathan JJolman, 
Major, under Colonel Ebenezer Learned. 

Ebenezer Clap, Lieutenant-Colon eT, under Colonel Jo- 
seph Read. _ ,.'-... 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to the Captains 

of Col.. Fry's Regiment, agreeably to a list exhibited, 

. Resolved, That nine o'clock next Tuesday morning, be 

assigned for taking into consideration the expediency of 

giving Lieutenants' Commissions to the Subaltern Officers. 

Resolved, That three o'clock next, Tuesday afternoon, " 
be assigned to "consider a Motion made; by Colonel Doolit- 
tle, for appointing a Muster-Master for the enlisted Com- 
panies at Northjield. __ ... ■-■•-> •'■ • 

Ordered, That Captain Brown and Esquire DtVbcra 
Committee to procure a Guard over the prisoners from 
Head-Quarters - ; and that the Guard Who conducted them 
from thence be now released. : " _-. ;. ■■ 

Adjourned until to-morrow afternoon, at four o'clock. 

... ," Sunday, May 21, 1775.. 

Met at four o'clock, and adjourned until to-morrow 
morning, eight o'clock. ' 

Monday, May 22, 1775. 
The Committee on the Petition from the inhabitants J of 
Deer Island, reported as follows, viz.: " 
• The Committee on the Petition of a number of the in- 
habitants of Deer Island, so called, in the County of Lin- 
coln, beg leave to report : That they have made inquiry of 
the bearer of the Petition, Major Low, and find that the 
people there are greatly in want of provisions, and ought 
to be relieved ; but whether it will be best to remove them 
from the Island, or to supply them with one hundred and 
fifty bushels of Corn, one hundred bushels of Potatoes; two 
barrels of Pork, twenty Cdd-lines, with leads and hooKs, 
and a small, quantity of Salt, we submit to tlie Congress. ' 
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Ordered, That the consideration of this Report be de- 
ferred until there is a fuller House. 

The Committee appointed to consider what measures 
should be adopted in relation to the Estates of persons un- 
friendly to the Country, reported the following Resolve, 
which was accepted, and ordered to be published in the 
Newspapers printed in Cambridge and Salem : 

Whereas a number of men, some of whom have, in times 
past, by the good people of this Province, been raised to 
the highest places of honour and trust, have become inimi- 
cal to this Colony ; and merely on principles of avarice, 
have, in conjunction with the late Governour Hutchinson, 
been trying to reduce all America to the most abject state 
of slavery ; and, as well to avoid the just indignation of the 
people as to pursue their diabolical plans, have fled to Bos- 
ton and other places for refuge : therefore, 

Resolved, That those persons, among whom are the 
Mandamus Counsellors, are guilty of such atrocious and 
unnatural crimes against their Country, that" every friend 
to mankind ought to forsake and detest them, until they 
shall evidence a sincere repentance, by actions worthy of 
men and christians ; and that no person within this Colony 
shall take any Deed, Lease, or Conveyance whatever, of 
the Lands, Houses, or Estates of such persons. And it is 
hereby recommended to the Committee of Inspection, In 
every Town in this Colony, to see this Resolve fully en- 
forced, unless in such cases as the Congress shall otherwise 
direct. 

A Letter was received from General Ward, recommend- 
ing that the Ordnance, Arms, and Ammunition mentioned 
in the following List, be immediately procured and sent to 
Head-Quarters, for the supply of the Army of Massachu- 
setts, viz : 

Thirty Twenty-Four-Pounders, and if that number of 
Cannon cannot be obtained, that the weight of metal be 
made up with Eighteen-Pounders, double fortified ; ten 
Twelve-Pounders ; eighteen Nine-Pounders ; twenty-one 
thousand six hundred pounds of Powder, and eighty Balls 
for each gun ; one thousand five hundred Stands of Arms ; 
twenty thousand pounds of Musket Powder; forty thou- 
sand pounds of Lead ; seventeen hundred Iron Pots. 

This Congress having requested the Reverend Doctor 
Langdon to deliver a Sermon before the next Massachu- 
setts Congress, at their meeting in this place on the last 
Wednesday of this month, and he having signified that he 
will comply with such request : 

Resolved, That it is the desire of this Congress, that the 
Reverend Ministers of the Gospel in this.Colony would as- 
semble at that time, agreeable to their ancient custom, and 
hold a Convention as usual, if they think proper, as, in the 
opinion of this Congress, the cause of religion, and the 
political interest of this Colony, may be served by such 
meeting. 

Ordered, That the Secretary cause the foregoing Resolu- 
tion to be published in the Newspapers as soon as may be. 

A Letter was received from the Committee of Safety, 
enclosing a communication from Colonel Benedict Arnold, 
giving information of the surrender of Ticonderoga. 

Ordered, That the following Letter to Colonel Arnold, 
reported by a Committee, be accepted, signed by the Secre- 
tary, and forwarded in the name and behalf of this Con- 
gress, as soon as may be. [See the Letter, Folio 676.] 

Ordered, That Doctor Taylor, Mr. Hale, and Mr. 
Kollock,be a Committee to take into consideration a Let- 
ter communicated this day by the President from the Hon- 
ourable James Russell, Commissioner of Imposts, dated 
Chariest own, May 19; and, in particular, to inquire into 
Mr. Russell's right of making the contract therein men- 
tioned, and the circumstances of it, and report as soon' as 
may be. 

Tuesday, May 23, 1775. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Letter from 
Brownficld, reported, that they find by the bearer of the 
Letter that the inhabitants have some Arms, Powder, &c, 
and are not in danger, except from Indians, who are friendly 
at present ; and the state of our affairs calls for such large 
supplies, that the consideration of their request be deferred 
till the sitting of the next Congress. 

The Report was accepted, and Mr. Israel Hobart was 

Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 



directed to inform the bearer of the Letter of the action of 
Congress thereon. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve respect- 
ing the depredations of the British Troops on the Islands 
and Sea-Coasts, reported as follows: 

Whereas, the Troops and Forces under the command of 
General Gage and Admiral Graves are frequently plun* 
dering and making depredations on the Islands and Sea- 
Coasts of this Province, from whence they plunder or pur- 
chase Hay, Cattle, Sheep, and many other things, to the 
injury not only of individuals, but also to the great damage 
of the publick, and thus strengthen the hands of our ene- 
mies: therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Towns 
and Districts on the Sea-Coasts of this Colony, and to all 
those persons living on the several Islands on said Coasts, 
that they remove their Hay, Cattle, Sheep, fcc, that are 
exposed to those ravages, and cannot be sufficiently guard- 
ed, so far into the country as to be out of the way of those 
implacable enemies to this people ; also, that it be recom- 
mended to the Committees of Correspondence in each Town 
and District, and to the Selectmen, where nor such Com- 
mittee is chosen, that they take effectual care that this Re- 
solve be immediately and strictly put into execution ; and 
that all persons who refuse to comply "with the aforegoing 
Resolve shall be held as incorrigible enemies to the rights 
and liberties of this Country. 

This Report being read and amended, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be re- 
ferred to the next Provincial Congress. 

Whereas Edward How hath been brought before this 
Congress, and charged with crimes committed in the camp ; 
and as this Congress do adjudge the Head-Quarters of the 
Army to be the most suitable and proper place to try the 
said Edward How, and determine what is adequate to his 
demerits : therefore, 

Resolved, That the said Edward How be sent under a 
guard to Head-Quarters, and that he be there dealt with 
as the nature of his offence doth require. 

Ordered, That Captain Brown be. directed to see that 
the said How is sent to Head-Quarters with a copy of the 
foregoing Resolve. 

Whereas Thomas Nicols, a negro man, hath been brought 
before this Congress, and there being no evidence to prove 
any matters or things alleged against him : therefore, 

Resolved, That the said Thomas be sent to the Town 
or District where he belongs, and that the Committee of 
Correspondence, or Selectmen of said Town or District, 
take such care of the said Thojnas, that he may be dealt 
with as they, in their judgment, shall think proper. 

Ordered, That Captain Kingsbury be directed to ap- 
point some persons to conduct the above-mentioned negro 
to JS~atick, agreeably to the foregoing Resolve. 

The Committee appointed to consider what further mea- 
sures are necessary to be taken for the organization of the 
Army, presented their Report ; which was read, accepted, 
and is as follows : 

The Committee appointed on the twentieth May current, 
to consider what further orders are necessary to be taken 
and passed, that the Army now raising by this Province 
for the necessary defence thereof may be effectually offi- 
cered and organized, have attended that service, and beg 
leave to report, that they are humbly of opinion that, for 
the end aforesaid, it is necessary that, over and above the 
General already appointed for said Army, and commissioned 
by Congress, the following Officers (not yet ordered by 
Congress) should be chosen and commissioned, to wit : one 
Lieutenant-General, two Major-Generals, four Brigadier- 
Generals, two Adjutant-Generals, and two Quarter-Master- 
Generals ; and that this" Congress, before they shall rise, 
and as soon as shall be convenient, proceed to choose and 
commission such Lieutenant-General ; but that the choice 
of the rest of the Officers above specified, should be referred 
to the beginning of the first session of the next Congress. 
And they beg leave to subjoin, as their opinion", that it will 
be proper that such Brigadier-Generals should be chosen, 
and taken of and from among the Colonels who ma}' be 
commissioned by Congress. 

All which is humbly submitted by your Committee, who 
ask leave to sit again. Joseph Hawley, per order. 

52 
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- . . -■■■- ^ „ .Wednesday, May 24, 1775. 

Ebenezer Cutler ,* of JVorrAJoroug-A, having been brought 
before this Congress on complaint of sundry persons, for 
uttering sundry expressions against the liberties of the good 
people of this Colony, and the same having been inquired 
of by a Committee, who reported, among other matters, 
that all the expressions of which he is accused were uttered 
some" time ago; and that the saic [Ebenezer had requested 
that he might have the same privilege of going into the 
Town at Boston, without his effects, as other persons have, 
by the order of Congress : 

The Report was accepted, and it was thereupon Re- 
solved, That he have liberty for so doing. 

Mr. Gerry, from the Committee to consider the pro- 
priety of appointing some additional Armourers, reported 
as follows, viz : 

"Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be empow- 
ered and directed to appoint such and so many Armourers, 
in addition to those already appointed, as may be wanted 
by the Army of this Colony, not exceeding fifteen, in- 
cluding those already appointed ; and that the said Ar- 
mourers,'as also those already appointed by the Committee 
of Safety, shall each receive four Pounds per month, and 
be entitled to billeting as Soldiers, they providing their own 
tools ; and the said Armourers are hereby directed to keep 
true accounts of the expense of repairing the Fire- Arms 
of such Soldiers whose Fire-Arms are repaired in order to 
qualify them to pass master. And the Committee of Sup- 
plies be, and hereby are empowered and directed to dis- 
charge such as are, or may hereafter be appointed, when 
they shall think it for the interest of the Colony so to do." 

The Report being read, and amended, 

Ordered, That Mr. Whittemore, Captain Dwight, and 
Mr. Kollock, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for the 
appointment of a number of Armourers as aforesaid, and 
for the establishment of their Pay. 

It being made to appear to this Congress that the major 
part of the Committee appointed to effect the Removal of 
the Poor of the Town of Boston to the place to which they 
are destined, are removed out of the Towns of Charles- 
town and Roxbury, to which they belonged : 

Resolved, That Messrs. Isaac Foster, Nathaniel Gor- 
ham, Edward Goodwin, John Frothingham, Joseph Hop- 
kins, Colonel Joseph Williams, Mr. Nathaniel Patten, 
Major Nathaniel Ruggles, Mr. Noah Parsons, Deacon 
William Gridley, Lewis Fay, and James Bradish, Jun., 
or any three of them, (being present,) be a Committee 
for all the purposes and with all the powers to which the 
said Committee were appointed. 

And it being also made to appear that said Committee 
cannot proceed unless further provision be made in that 
behalf: 

Therefore Resolved, That said Committee, or any three 

* Watertown, May 22, 1775. 

The Committea appointed to examine the case of Ebenezer Cutler, 
do find, by full proof, that said Cutler has proved himself very inimical 
to his Country, by speaking many things very disrespectful of the Con- 
tinental and Provincial Congresses, and acting against their resolves; 
and by saying he would assist Gage ; calling such, damned fools who 
signed the Town Covenant, or Non-consumption Agreement; saying, the 
Acts of the Parliament were just and righteous, (meaning those wliich 
tended tq take away our liberties;) and many other ways has manifested 
his enmity to this Country, for which' he, said Cutler, deserves severe 
punishment; but he pleading the Resolve of this Congress to tolerate 
such of the inhabitants qf this Colony as were so minded to go info 
Boston, are humbly of the opinion he, said Ebenezer Cutler, have the 
privilege of said R;Solve. AJ1 which we submit to the Congress. 

Not accepted, --■ Edward Mitchell, Chairman. 

Is Provincial Congress, Watertown, May 23, 1775. 

Whereas Ebenezer Cutler, of JVorthborough, hath been brought be- 
fore this Congress, charged with endeavouring to subvert the Constitu- 
tion, and by words, from time to time, for many months past, in various 
places, stirring up the people tq assist in the execution of the late Acts 
of Parliament, enoonrJ,ging the people not to submit tq the measures 
proposed by the Continsntal and Provincial Congresses for extricating 
these Colonies out of the difficultLs brought upon them by the mea- 
sures of the British Administration ; which charges, with others of the 
like nature, being proved to be true, this Congress do adjudge the said 
Ebenezer Cutler tq be an implacable enemy to the liberties of his 
Country ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the said Ebenezer be committed to close confinement 

in the common Jajl at , , until the further order of this or a 

future Congress ; and the keeper of said Jail is hereby directed to re- 
ceive and detain him accordingly, and .... is hereby 

directed t,Q s_ie {ha.t this Resqlve ba c irrjod into execution, 
-Not accepted. 



of them, shall have full power to procure, upon the credit 
of this Colony, in the most frugal manner, as much Pro- 
vision as they shall find necessary to support those poor 
persons to the places of their destination ; and the said 
Committee are further empowered to procure Teams to 
carry such persons and their effects to those places ; and 
if such Teams cannot be hired, to impress them for that 
service ; and all the charges arising by the measures before 
directed shall be paid out of the Donations to the Poor 
of said Town of Boston, now in the hands of the Com- 
mittee who were appointed to receive and dispose thereof; 
and if that should be insufficient, the remainder shall be 
paid by this Colony. And the Committee hereby ap- 
pointed to the service aforesaid, are hereby directed to lay 
before the next Congress an account of the charges arising 
in pursuance of the above commission, that whatever shall 
appear to be reasonable and just may be liquidated and 
allowed. 

Ordered, That Colonel Joseph Cushing, Mr. Ellis, and 
Mr. Crane, be a Committee to fill up and deliver to the 
Colonels of each Regiment the Commissions for the Offi- 
cers of their respective Regiments, when said Committee 
shall be notified by the Secretary of this Congress that 
the Congress have approved of the persons to be commis- 
sioned ; and that blank Commissions be put in the hands 
of said Committee, properly authenticated, for that pur- 
pose ; and that when said Commissions are filled up, they 
be delivered by said Committee to the Colonel, on his ap- 
plying for the same, he engaging he will not deliver such 
Commissions to the respective Officers until they shall 
have taken the oath appointed to be taken by them by 
order of this Congress"; and that William Holden, Esq., 
be appointed to administer the oath to the Officers sta- 
tioned at Roxbury, and James Prescatt, Esquire, be ap- 
pointed to administer the oath to the Officers stationed at 
Cambridge. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Address to the 
Inhabitants of the Massachusetts-Bay, relative to an issue 
of Notes by said Colony, reported. The Address was read, 
and accepted. 

Thursday, May 25, 1775. 

The Committee ordered to inspect the several Towns 
and Districts' stocks of Powder, and consider what Towns 
are well stocked, and what proportion they could spare for 
the publick service, have attended that business, and beg 
leave to report the following proportion, viz : 

Suffolk County. Weston, barrels, ] 

Roxbury, barrels, 3 Westford,. " 0£ 

Medfield, « 1 Groton, " ] 

Wrentham, « 4 Townsend, " 0i 

Stoughton, " 2 Dracut, " 1 

Medway, « 1 Stow, " ' 0£ 

Walpole, « 1 

Plymouth County. 

Essex County. Bridgewater, barrels, 4 

Marblelfead, barrels, 3 Middleborough, " 1 

Newburyport, <( 3 

Newbury, " 1 Worcester County. 

Andover, " 2 Worcester, barrels, 1 

Haverhill, " 2 Lancaster, <: 1 

Bradford, « 0J Mendon, « 2£ 

Boxford, " 0J Brookfield, « 3 

ar-,,7 „ Oxford, » l£ 

Middlesex County. Charlton, " 0£ 

Cambridge, barrels, 3 Sutton, " 2£ 

Charlestown, " 3f Leicester, " 1 

Marlborough, " 3 Westborougb, " 1J 

Framingham, " 2 Shrewsbury, " 2£ 

Littleton, " 0£ Lunenburgh, " 1 

Chelmsford, " l£ Bolton, " ] 

Sudbury, . « 2 



Total, m 

Daniel Thurston, per order. 

Upon the foregoing Report, 

Ordered, That the Committee who brought in said Re- 
port be directed to bring in a Resolve in conformity there- 
to, and that it be inserted in the Resolve that the Towns 
shall be respectively paid for what Powder is drawn from 
their several Towns stock, or have it replaced ; and that 
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each Town be notified of the quantity respectively to be 
taken from its stock. 

Samuel Freeman, Sec'y pro tent. 

The Committee reported a Resolve, as directed ; which 
was read and accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

" Resolved, That there be draughted out of the Town 
stocks of Powder, from each respective Town before 
named, the quantity of Powder affixed to the name of 
the Town, for the use of the Army, in the defence of the 
Colony, and that it be replaced as soon as the state of the 
Colony Magazine will admit of it, or otherwise paid for in 
money; and. .that the Selectmen of each Town be forth- 
with served with an account of the draught made on their 
Town, and that they immediately deliver it to the Com- 
mittee of Supplies, or their order. 

The Committee of Safety having represented to this 
Congress that considerable difficulty exists in the adjust- 
ment of General Ward's Regiment, in consequence of the 
pretensions of Colonel Joseph Henshaw and Colonel Jona- 
than Ward to the post of Lieutenant-Colonel in said Re- 
giment, it was Ordered, That said representation, as also 
the Memorial of Colonel Henshaw, setting forth his claims 
to said post, be referred to a Committee. The Committee 
having considered the matter, reported a Resolve ; which 
was accepted, and is as follows : 

Resolved, as the opinion of this Congress, That Colonel 
Ward is best entitled to receive the Commission as Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of the Regiment, which right was disputed 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Henshaw. 

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Dexter be desired 
to attend his duty on the Committee for countersigning the 
Treasurer's Notes immediately. 

Mr. Dexter transmitted the following Letter to the Con- 
gress, which was read : 

Dedham, May 25, 1775, P. M. 

Honourable Gentlemen: I was under a necessity to 
come home last evening. Had I been at Congress to-day, 
and been as unwell as I am at present, I should have very 
poorly performed my duty respecting the Notes. I found 
myself so indisposed this morning that I ventured to con- 
clude to tarry till to-morrow morning at home. I am in- 
clined to attend the business, and, sick or well, will endea- 
vour to be early at Watertoivn for that purpose. 

With much regard, I am, gentlemen, your very humble 
servant, S. Dexter. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Petition of several persons at Roxbury, reported verbally, 
That it is the opinion of the Committee that the said Pe- 
tition be sent to General Thomas, and that he be directed 
to inquire into the causes of the complaint therein con- 
tained, and take proper measures for their redress. 

The Report was accepted. 

The Committee to whom was referred an application 
from the Officers of the Army respecting absconding Sol- 
diers, reported. The Report was read and accepted, and 
is as follows, viz : 

Whereas application hath been made to this Congress, 
by some of the Officers of the Army, that some effectual 
method may be taken for the speedy return of absconding 
Soldiers, or such as shall tarry beyond the time limited by. 
furlough : 

Therefore, Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is recom- 
mended to the Committees of Correspondence in the sev- 
eral Towns and Districts in this Colony, or to the Select- 
men, where no such Committees are appointed, that they 
take effectual care that such absconding or delinquent Sol- 
diers be immediately sent back to their respective Regi- 
ments. 

Friday, May 26, 1775. 
The Honourable Joseph Hawley, from the Committee 
appointed to prepare a Letter to the Provincial Congress 
of New-York, now sitting in that Colony, reported ; the 
Letter was accepted, and ordered to be forwarded. ISee 
Folio 715.] 

The Committee to whom was referred the Letter of the 
Honourable James Russell, reported the following Resolve, 
which was accepted : 

Resolved, That the Honourable James Russell, Esq., be, 
and he hereby is directed, immediately to call in all the 



publick Moneys committed to his care as Impost Officer, 
and pay the same to Henry Gardner, Esq., the Receiver- 
General of this Province. 

It. having been represented to this Congress, that it would 
be agreeable to the inhabitants of the Colony of New- 
Hampshire, that the Post-Rider on the road from Cam- 
bridge to Haverhill should extend his route to the Town 
of Exeter, to meet the Post-Rider from Portsmouth to that 
place, and a Post-Office having been appointed at Exeter 
by the inhabitants of New-Hampshire : 

Resolved, That the route of the Post-Rider from Cam- 
bridge be extended to said Exeter, so long as it shall 
be found to be expedient, or until the Massachusetts or 
New-Hampshire Congress, or future House of Represen- 
tatives, shall otherwise order. 

Whereas it appears to this Congress, that although divers 
able-bodied and effective men who have enlisted into the. 
Massachusetts Army, are either not furnished with Arms 
and Accoutrements, or with such only as are insufficient f r 
use, yet that it will be for the publick service that such 
men be accepted : therefore, 

Resolved, That the Resolve of this Congress passed the 
6th instant, be so far reconsidered, that the Muster-Mas* 
ters be, and they hereby are directed to accept of all such 
able-bodied and effective men, and muster them accordingly, 
any thing contained in the aforementioned Resolve to the 
contrary notwithstanding ; and the several Muster-Masters 
be, and hereby are directed to make a return to this or 
some future Congress, or House of Representatives, of the 
names of such Soldiers as shall be found deficient in Arms 
and Accoutrements, and also of the names of the Towns 
to which they shall belong respectively. 

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing Resolution be 
sent to each Muster-Master. 

Upon a representation of the Committee of Safety that 
Mr. Jonathan Brewer, of Waltham, has, contrary to the 
orders of the said Committee, undertaken to enlist a Com- 
pany of Rangers, has made\ise of artifice's and impositions 
to obtain said enlistments ; and that he has also seized and 
retained possession of horses and certain real estate, the 
private property of various individuals, and converted the 
same to his own use, whereby he has disqualified himself 
for the command of a Regiment; it was 

Ordered, That the matter be referred to Dr. Perkins, 
Mr. Kollock, and Mr! Bent. 

The Committee appointed to consider of the charges 
alleged against Mr. Jonathan Brewer, by the honourable 
Committee of Safety, having attended that service, beg 
leave to report the defence of said Brewer, viz : That he, 
the said Brewer, absolutely denies the charge of seducing 
men belonging to other corps to enlist in his Regiment, or 
any of the Companies thereof. As to the taking the horses 
of Colonels Jones and Taylor, he acknowledges his thus 
doing, and thinks himself justified therein, by furthering the 
service of the Province in which he was engaged ; that he 
had used them some time past in that way, and on Satur- 
day last past had returned Jones's horse. - 

He also owns the leasing part of said Jones's estate, and 
taking security, which security, he says, was in the keep- 
ing of one Captain Butler; that he had proceeded in the 
affair merely from a principle of saving the improvement of 
one Mr. Jennison, (whose lands were contiguous to those 
of said Jones,) and which were exposed, by a neglect of 
said Jones in keeping up sufficient fences. Said Jennison 
(as Brewer says) supposing if he would thus dispose of 
the above leased land to him, he could fence and improve 
it without molestation. And that the Committee can pro- 
ceed no further, unless they are enabled, by hearing the full 
of the evidence supposed to support the complaint. 

Per order: Richard Perkins, Chairman. 

Monday, May 29, 1775. 
The Committee to whom were referred the Papers re- 
lating to Jonathan Brewer, reported. The Report was 
accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That the Papers respecting Jonathan Brewer 
be transmitted by the Secretary to the Committee of Safe- 
ty, to be by them acted upon in such a manner as they 
think fit, so far as to determine on the expediency of re- 
commending, or not recommending him, to this Congress, 
as an Officer of the Army now raising in this Colony. 
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RETURN OF COLON.EL READ'S REGIMENT, MAY IS, 1775. 

Joseph Read, Colonel ; Ebenezer Clapp, Lieutenant-Col- 
onel; Calvin Smith, Major ; Ilezckiah Chapman, Chap- 
lain ; John Holden, Adjutant ; William Jennison, Quar- 
termaster ; Levi Wiltard, Surgeon; Joseph Adams, 
Surgeon's Mate. u 

Captains, Lieutenants. Ensigns. 

Oliver Pond, W. Messenger, Elias Bacon. 

Samuel Payson, Royal Kollock, Enoch Hewens. 

Andrew Peters, Levi Aldrich, William Daling. 

William" Briggs, Simeon Leach, Jed. Southworth. 

Seth Bullard, Thomas Potter, Ezekiel Plympton. 

Samuel Warren, Joseph Cody, Geo. Whipple. 

David Bac.helTer, Benjamin Fairer, Robert Taft. 

Samuel Cobb, Japheth Daniels, Amos Ellis. 

Moses Knap, Nehem'mh White, Benjamin Capron. 

Edward Seagrove, Job Knapp, Peter Taft. 

Officers, 30"; Men, 564 ; Total, 594. 

Watortown, May 24, 1775. 

Received the Commissions for the officers above-men- 
tioned. . Joseph Read, Colonel. 

GENERAL WARD'S REGIMENT. 

Jonathan Ward, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Edicard Barnes, 
Major; Timothy Bigelow, Second Major; James Hart, 
Adjutant'; William Boyd, Quartermaster. 

Captains. Lieutenants. Ensigns. 

Jo.siah Fay, ........ 

Seth Washburn, Joseph Livermorc, Lowning Lincoln.' 

Job Cushing, EzraBeaman, Asa Rice, 

Daniel Barnes, William Morse, Paul Brigham. 

James Miller, Abel Perry, Aaron Abby. 

Luke.Drury, Asaph Sherman, Jonas Brown. 

Jonas Hubbard, John Smith, William Gales. 

Samuel Wood, Timothy Brigham, Thomas Seaver. . 
Moses Wheelock, Thomas Bond, Obadiah Mann. 
Total, Officers and Private?, 440. 

In Provincial Congress, Watortown, May 23, 1775. 

Resolved, That Commissions be given out to General 
Ward's Regiment, agreeable to the above List. 

Saml. Freeman, Secretary pro tern. 

COLONEL LEARNED' S REGIMENT. 

J. Danforth Keys, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jonathan Iloll- 
man, Major ; Bannister, Adjutant. 

Captains. Lieutenants. Ensigns. 

Peter Harwood, Asa Danforth, Benjamin Pollard. 

Adam Martin, Abel Mason, Benjamin Felton. 

John Granger, Matthew Gray, Stephen Gorham. 

Joel Greene, David Prouty, Thomas Fish. 

Samuel Billings, Barnabas Sears, John Howard. 

Win. Campbell, Reuben Davis, William Polly. 

Arthur Doggett, Jonathan Caroll, . 

Nathaniel Healy, Salem Town, 

Samuel Curtis, Samuel Learned, 

Isaac Bolster, John Hasleton, . 

In Provincial Congress, Watortown, May 23, 1775. 

Resolved, That Commissions be given to the Officers of 
Col. Learned's Regiment, agreeable to the above list. 



COLONEL WALKER'S REGIMENT, MAY 23, 1775. 

Timothy Walker, Colonel ; Nathaniel -Leonard, Lieutenant- 
Colonel; Ahel Mitchell, Major; Mason Shaw, Adjutant; 
Daniel Park, Surgeon ; Jacob Fuller, Quartermaster. 



In Provincial Congress, Mny 24, 1775. 

Ordered, That the Officers of Colonel Walkers Regi- 
ment be commissioned, agreeable to the foregoing list. 

Saml. Freeman, Secretary. 



Captains. Lieutenants. 

John Perry, John Paine, 

Silas Cobb, Isaac Smith, 

Macy Williams, Samuel Lane, 
Caleb Richardson, Enoch Robinson, 
Oliver Soaper, Simeon Cobb, 
Saml. Tubbs, Jun., John Shaw, 
Samuel Bliss, Aaron Walker, 

Francis Liscomb, Matthew Randall, Seth Pratt. 
Peter Pitts, Zebedee Raidean. Henry Briggs. 

John King, Noah Hall, Abm, Hathaway 

Total, Officers and Privates, 562, 



Ensigns. 

James Bucklin. 
Isaac Fisher. 
John Cook. 
Solomon Stanley. 
Thomas Williams. 
Joel Stubbs. 
Joseph Allen. 



■ COLONEL SCAMMOTSj's REGIMENT, MAY 23, 1775. 

Johnson Molton, Lieutenant-Colonel ; David Wood, Ma- 
- jor; George Madison, Adjutant ; Samuel Nasson , Quar- 
termaster. " . . 

Captains. Lieutenants. ' Ensigns. 

Philip Hubbard, Jedediah Goodwin, James Roberts. 

Jesse Dormon, Daniel Merit!, "Joseph Pettingil. 

Joshua Bragdon, Morgan Lues, Moses Sweet. - 

Samuel Darby, James Donnell, Joshua Frafton. 

Jeremiah Hill, Samuel Merill, Peter Page. 

Tpbias Farrell, Thomas Cattes, Barker Poster. 

Ebenezer Sullivan, Thomas Butler, Nathan Lord. 

Jonathan Nowell, Thomas Nowell, Edward Low. 

Samuel Sawyer, William Cupont, Jer. Littlefield. 

Samuel Lather, William Furnell, William Frost. 
Total rank and file, 512. 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, Juno 2, 1775. 

Ordered, That Commissions be given to the Officers of 
Colonel Scammon's Regiment, (except those Captains who 
have already received their commissions,) agreeable to the 
above list. Saml. Freeman, Secretary. 



colonel prescott's kegiment, may 25, 1775. 

William Prescott, Colonel; Jo/in Robinson, Lieutenant- 
Colonel ; Henry Wood, Major ; William Green, Adju- 
tant. 

Captains. Captains. . Captains. 

Henry Farwell, Asa Lawrence, Abijah Wyman, 

Hugh Maxwell, Elpt. Dinsmore, Timo. Woodward, 

John Nutting, Samuel Patch, Joseph Moor. 

Joshua Parker, Oliver Parker. ; 

Total, Officers and Soldiers, 483. 

Wm. Green, Adjutant. 

In Provincial Congress, May 26, 1775. 
Ordered, That Commissions be given to Colonel Wil- 
liam Prescott's Regiment, agreeable to the above list. 

In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, June 22, 1775. 

It is recommended to the honourable the Provincial 
Congress, that Samuel Patch, in Colonel William Pres- 
cott's Regiment, be commissioned as a Captain ; and 
Zachary Walker and Joshua Brown, as Lieutenants in 
said Company. Wm. Cooper, Secretary. 

In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, June 23, 1775. 

It is recommended to the honourable the Provincial 
Congress, that the following Officers in Colonel Prescott's 
Regiment be commissioned, viz : 

Ebenezer Spalding First Lieutenant, Thomas Rogers Se- 
cond Lieutenant, in Captain Parker's Company. 
John Williams First Lieutenant, Thomas Spalding Second 

Lieutenant, in Captain Lawrence's Company. 
Benjamin Ball Second Lieutenant, in Captain Farwell's 

Company. . . v 

John Mosher Second Lieutenant, in Captain Nutting's 

Company. , _ 

Thomas Cummings Second Lieutenant, in Captain Wy- 

man's Company. 
Joseph Baker Second Lieutenant, in Captain Gilbert's 

Company. William Cooper, Secretary. 

In Provincial Congress, June 25, 1775. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to the above 
Officers. Attest : Saml. Freeman, Secretary. 



COLONEL COTTON'S REGIMENT, STATIONED IN ROXBURY. 

Staff Officers.— Dr. William Thomas, Surgeon ; John 
Thomas, Surgeon's Mate ; John Cotton, Junior, Quar- 
termaster; Joshua Thomas, Adjutant. 
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Captains. 

Thomas Maybew, 
Earl Clap, 
John Bradford, 
John Brigham, 
Joshua Benson, 
Isaac Wood, 
Peleg Wadsworth, 
Amos Wade, 
Jno. Bradford, 
Edvv. Hammond, 
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Lieutenants. 

Nathaniel Lewis, 
Isaac Pope, 
Jesse Sturtefant, 
Edward Sparrow, 
Win, Thompson, 
Abiel Townshend, 
Seth Drew, 
Archelaus Cole, 
Andrew Sampson, 
Timothy Ruggles, 



Ensigns. 

Benjamin Warren. 
Charles Church. 
Thomas Sampson. 
Nehemiah Cobb. 
James Smith. 
Foxwell Thomas. 
Joseph Sampson. 
Lemuel Wood. 
Judah Allen. 
Nathan Sears. 



In Provincial Congress, Watertown, May 26, 1775. 

Resolved, That Commissions be delivered the Officers 
of Colonel Cotton's Regiment, agreeable to the above list. 
Saml. Freeman, Secretary pro tern. 

In Provincial Congress, May 27, 1775. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to Ichabod 
Alden, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Ebenezer Sprout, 
Junior, Major, of Colonel Theophilus Cotton's Regiment. 
Saml. Freeman, Secretary fro tern. 

COLONEL FRY'S REGIMENT, MAY 26, 1775. 

James Fry, Colonel ; James Brickett, Lieutenant-Colonel ; 
Thomas Poor, Major ; Daniel Hardy, Adjutant ; Tho- 
mas Kitteridge, Surgeon ; Benjamin Foster, Quarter- 
master; Benjamin Varnum, Surgeon's Mate. 

Captains. 

Thomas Poor, 

Benjamin Ames, 
John Davis, 
William Pearly, 
Nathaniel Gage, 
James Sawyer,_ 
Jonathan Evans, 
John Courier, 
Jonas Richardson, 
William Hudson, 



Reuben Evans. 
.... Reed. 



Captains. 

William Read, 
Josiah Hayden, 
Daniel Lothrop, 
Elisha Crooker, 



Ensigns. 
Perez Warren. 
Joshua Barstow. 
Caleb Nicholson. 
Nathl. Chitonson. 
John Seavill. 
Increase Robinson. 



Lieutenants. Ensigns. 

Samuel Brown, . Solomon Shaw. 
Zachariah Gurney, Joseph Cole, Jr. 
Ephraim Jackson, Abner Howard. 
. . . . . ... Jacob Rogers. 



Total, Officers and Privates, 596. 



COLONEL BRIDGE S REGIMENT. 

Moses ParJcer, Lieutenant-Colonel ; John Brooks, Major ; 
Joseph Fox, Adjutant. 



Captains. 

_John Stickney, 
John Batchelder, 
Peter Coburn, 



Lieutenants. Ensigns. 

( Beni. Farnham, } .-, ,, ■ , 
< o J i t i > Cyrus Marble. 

I bamuel Johnson, 5 

David Chandler, Isaac Abbot. 

Nathaniel Herrick, Eliphalet Bod will. 

John Robinson, . Benjamin Pearly. 

Thomas Stickney, Eliphalet Hardy. 

Timothy Johnson, Nathaniel Eaton. 

John Merritt, 

Wells Chasse, 

.... Fox, 

Ballard Foller, 

Whole number, 556. 

In Provincial Congress, Juno 8, 1775. 

Ordered, That a Commission be delivered to Thomas 
Poor, Esquire, as Major of the Regiment of Colonel Fry. 

Saml. Freeman, Secretary. 

colonel Patterson's regiment. 

Field Officers. — John Patterson, Colonel ; Seth Read, 

Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jeremiah Cady, Major. 
Staff Officers not returned. 

Captains. Lieutenants. Ensigns. 

Samuel Shelton, John Bacon, Nabum Powers. 

William Wyman, Samuel Chapin, Enos Parker. 

Joseph Moss, William Boudin, 

Samuel Sloan, - Zebediah Sabins, 

Charles Dibbell, Simeon Smith, Peter White. 

William Goodrich, David Pixley, ........ 

David Noble, Joseph Wilche, Josiah Wright. 

Thomas Williams, Orange Stoddard, Ashley. 

Nathan Watkins, William Clark, Samuel Wilcocks. 

Total, 496. 

In Provincial Congress, May 27, 1775. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to the Offi- 
cers of Colonel Patterson's Regiment, agreeable to the 
above list, Saml. Freeman, Secretary. 

' general john thomas's regiment. 

John Bayley, Jun., Lieutenant-Colonel ; Thomas Mitchell, 
John Jacobs, Majors ; Lemuel Cushing, Surgeon ; Gad 
Hitchcock, Surgeon's Mate ; Luther Bayley, Adjutant ; 
Adam Bayley, Quartermaster. 

Captains. Lieutenants. 

James Allen, Jacob Allen, 

Amos Turner, Prince Studson, 
Saml. Stockbridge, Atwood Motte, 
Nathl. Winslow, Joshua Jacobs, 
Fred. Chamberlain, John Turner, Jr., 
Eleazer HambHn, Amos Shaw, 



Lieutenants. _ 

Elijah Danforth, 
Eben. Damon, 
Josiah Foster, 



Benjamin Walker, John Flint, 



Eben. Bancroft, 
John Ford, ~ 



Ensigns. 
John Levis. 
James Bancroft. 
Eben. Varnum, 
Eben. Fitch. 



Nathaniel Holman, Samuel Brown. 
Isaac Parker, Jonas Parser. 



In Provincial Congress, Watertown, l\Iay 27, 1775. 

Ordered, That Commissions be given to the Officers of 
Colonel Bridge's Regiment, agreeable to the above named 
list. Saml. Freeman, Secretary pro tern. 

colonel mansfield's regiment. 



Lieutenants. Ensigns. 

ZadockBuffington, John Reese. 
John Dodge, 



Captains. 

Ezra Newell, 

Enoch Putnam, 

Ebenezer Francis, James Bancroft, 

Asa Prince, John Upton, 

Benjamin Kimball, Job Whipple, 

Thomas Barnes, 

Adn. Richardson 

John Low, 

Gideon Foster, 

Nathan Brown, 



Benjamin Craft. 

James Matthews. 

Simeon Tufts. 

Benjamin Gardner. 
Nathaniel Cleaves, Joseph Herrick. - 
Francis Fox, Frederick Breed. 

Stephen Wilkins, Archel. Batchelor. 
Bill. Porter, Harfail White. 

Ephraim Emerson, .... Downing. 



In Provincial Congress, May 27, 1775. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to the Cap- 
tains of Colonel Mansfield'' s Regiment, agreeable to the 
above list. Saml. Freeman, Secretary pro tern. 

In Provincial Congress, June 7, 1775. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered, to the Offi- 
cers, Lieutenants, and Ensigns of Col. Mansfield's Regi- 
ment, agreeable to the above list. 

Saml. Freeman, Secretary pro tern. 

colonel danielson's regiment, may 27, 1775. 

Timothy Danielson, Colonel ; William Shepherd, Lieute- 
nant-Colonel ; David Leonard, Major ; William Too- 
good, Adjutant; William Young, Quartermaster ; Da- 
vid Shephard, Surgeon. 

Captains. Lieutenants. Ensigns. 

Sylvanus Walker, Esau Coburn, - 

Enos Chapin, Samuel Flower, Luke Day. ■ 

Joseph Thompson, Caleb Keep, John Carpenter. 

Warham Parks, J. Shepperd, Jr., Richard Falley. 
Libbeus Ball, Samuel Bancroft, Levy Dunham.. 

Paul Langdon, Daniel Cadwell, 

Gideon Burst, 

John Farguison, David Hambleton, 

Jonathan Bardwell, William Gillmore, Moses How. 

In Provincial Congress, May 27, 1775. 

Ordered, That Commissions be given to Col. Timothy 
Danielson's Regiment, agreeable to the above list. 

Saml. Freeman, Secretary pro tern. 

colonel fellows's regiment, may 31, 1775. 
Field Officers. — John Fellows, Colonel ; Nathan Eager, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,; Benjamin Tupper, Major. 

Ensigns* 
Gamaliel Whiting. 
Jonathan Stearns. 
William Watson. 
Michael. Loomis. 



Captains. 
William King, 
Jonathan Allen, 
Israel Chapin, 
William Baron, 



Lieutenants. 
Samuel Brewer, 
Oliver Lyman, 
Perez Bardwell, 
John Hubbard, 
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Lieutenants. 

Noah Allen, 
Christ. Banister, 
. . . . Wallis, 
Joseph Warner, 



Ensigns. 

Solomon Deming. 
Everton Bostwick. 
Daniel Kirkland. 

Samuel Allen. 



Captains. 

Moses Soul, 

Robert Webster, 

Ebr. Pomeroy, 

Abel Thayer, 

Ebenezer Webber, S. Bartlett, 

Simeon Hazelton, George Blake, 

Total Officers and Soldiers, 548. 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, June 7, 1775. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to the Offi- 
cers of Colonel Fellows' s Regiment, agreeable to the above 
list. Saml. Freeman, Secretary. 



COLONEL THOMAS GARDNER S REGIMENT. 

William Bond, Lieut. Colonel ; Michael Jackson, Major. 



Lieutenants. 

William Maynard, 
Josiah Warren, 
Nathan Smith, 
Caleb Brooks, 
BartholomewTrow 
Josiah Swan, 
Solomon Bowman, 
Ebenezer Brattle, 



Ensigns. 
Joseph Muier. 
Aaron Richardson. 
John George. 
Samuel Cutter. 
/Thomas Miller. 
John Child. 
Jedediah Thayer. 
Stephen Frost. 



Captains. 

Thomas Downy, 

Phineas Cook, 

Nathan Fuller, 

Isaac Hall, 

Josiah Harris, 

Abner Craft, 

Abijah Child, 

Benjamin Lock, 

Moses Draper, 

Nailor Hatch, . 

The Committee of Safety hereby certify the honourable 
Congress, that they approve the above named Officers, and 
recommend it to the honourable Congress, that they be 
commissioned accordingly. 

William Cooper, Secretary. 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, June 3, 1775. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to the Offi- 
cers of Colonel Gardner's Regiment, agreeable to the 
above list.. Saml. Freeman, Secretary. 



Camp No. 2, Cambridge, June 30, 1775. 

This may certify, that we, the subscribers, being chosen 
Officers of a Minute Company, in Bolton, have taken or- 
ders to raise a Company in the present Army ; and having 
fifty-three able-bodied, effective men, fit for service, in our 
Company, and having done duty in Colonel Whitcomb's 
Regiment from our first taking out orders, we desire that 
we may be commissioned under the above said Colonel, 
which was the expectation of the Company. 

Benjamin Hastings, Captain. 

Jonathan Haughton, Lieutenant. 

Jonathan Mehiam, Second Lieutenant. 
To the Honourable the Provincial Congress. 

In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, June 30, 1775. 

It is recommended to the honourable the Provincial 
Congress, that Samuel West, above named, be commis- 
sioned as Second Lieutenant, in Captain Abner Cranston s 
Company, in Colonel Asa Whitcomb's Regiment. 

William Cooper, Secretary. 

COLONEL DOOLITTLE's REGIMENT] JUNE 12, 1775. 



Captains. 

Joel Fletcher, 
Adam Wheeler, 
John Holman, 
John Jones, 
Robert Oliver, 
Abel Wilder, 



Lieutenants. 

John Wheeler, 

Elijah Stearns, 

John Bowkin, 

Samuel Thompson, , 

Thomas Grover, Abraham Pennel. 

Jonas Allen, Daniel Pike. 



Ensigns. 
Jonas Proctor. 
Adam Maynard. 
David Poor. 



In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, Juno 12, 1775. 

The within mentioned Captains and Subalterns in Col. 
Doolitile's Regiment are recommended to be commissioned. 
Benjamin White, Chairman. 

In Provincial Congress, June 19, 1775. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to the Offi- 
cers of Col. Doolittle's Regiment, agreeable to the above 
list. Samuel Freeman, Secretary. 



COLONEL ASA WHITCOMb's REGIMENT, JUNE 3, 1775. 



Captains. 

John Fuller, 
Eph. Richardson, 
James Burt, 
David Wilder, 
Andrew Haskell, 
Robert Langley, 
Agrippa Wells, 
Jonathan Davis, 
Abner Cranston, 
Edmond Bemis, 



Lieutenants. 

Ebenezer Bridge, 
Seth Hayward, 
Ebetfezer Woods, 
Jonathan Quits, 
John Kindrick, 
Sylvanus Smith, 
Jacob Poole, 
Elisha Fallum, 
John Wyman, 
John Hore, 



Ensigns. 

Jared Smith. 
Ephraim Boynton. 
Jabez Keep. 
Timothy Boutall. 
Jonathan Sawyer. 
Ephraim Smith. 
Ezekiel Foster. 
John Meed. 
Benjamin West. 
David Foster. 



In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, June 9, 1775. 

We recommend to the honourable the Provincial Con- 
gress, that the within Officers, belonging to Colonel Whit- 
comb's Regiment, may be commissioned, if the Congress 
have no objection. Benjamin White, Chairman. 

In Congress, June 10, 1775. 

Resolved, That the gentlemen above nameJ be com- 
missioned. \ Jas. Warren. 

Cambridge, June 30, 1775. 

A list of the Staff Officers and Commissioned Officers, in 

Col. Asa Whitcomb's Regiment, not commissioned. 
Staff. — Jeremiah Gage, Adjutant ; Jeremiah Laughton, 
Quartermaster; William Dunsmore, Doctor. 

Samuel West, Second Lieutenant in Captain Abner 
Cranston's Company, in the place of him that was killed at 
the fight at Charlestown. 

N. B. I have a full Regiment, exclusive of Benjamin 
Hastings, who has fifty-three in his Company ; and he has 
done duty with me, and declines joining any other Regi- 
ment ; and I desire that the Officers of that Company, viz : 
Benjamin Hastings, Captain ; Jonathan Haughton, Lieu- 
tenant ; Jonathan Meriam, Second Lieutenant, may be 
commis_sioned, and join my Regiment. 

Asa Whitcomb. 



COLONEL WOODBRIDGE's REGIMENT, JUNE 16, 1775. 

Abijah Brown, Lieutenant-Colonel ; William Stacy, Major. 

Captains. Lieutenants. Ensigns. 

Reubn. Dickinson, Zaccheus Croaker, Dal. Shay. 
Noadiah Leonard, Zariah Smith, , Samuel Gould. 
Stephen Pearl, Aaron Rowley, Abner Pease. 

David Cowden, , 

John Cowls, _ . . ........ 

Ichabod Dexter, Tho. Goodenough, John Mayo. 

John King, . , . , ,. 

Seth Murray Total, 363. 

In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, June 21, 1775. 

Colonel Woodbridge having satisfied this Committee 
that the above eight Companies are in good forwardness, 
it is recommended to the honourable Congress that said 
Regiment be commissioned accordingly. 

Benjamin White, Chairman. 

In Provincial Congress, June 21, 1775. 

Ordered, That Commissions he delivered to the Officers 
of Col. Woodbridge's Regiment, agreeable to the above 
list. Samuel Freeman, Secretary. 

In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, July 3, 1775. 

It is recommended to the honourable the Provincial Con- 
gress, that Asa Barnes be commissioned as a Captain in 
Col. Woodbridge's Regiment, Caleb Smith as Lieutenant 
in said Company, Timothy Read us Second Lieutenant; 
also William Smith as Third Lieutenant, and Oliver Wag- 
get as Second Lieutenant in Captain King's Company, of 
said Woodbridge's Regiment. 

William Cooper, Secretary. 

colonel john glover's regiment, JUNE 15, 1775. 

Captains. Lieutenants. Ensigns. 

William Lee, John Glover, Edward Archbald. 

William Curtis, Robert Harris, Thojnas Courts. 

William Bacon, William Mills, ~ Suard Lee. 

Thomas Grant, William Bubier, Ebenezer Graves. 
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Captains'. 

Joel Smith, 
Nich. Broughton, 
William Bleeker, 
John Merritt, 
JohnSelmon, 
Francis Simonds, 



Ensigns, 

Joshua Ome. 
J. Devereaux, Jr. 
Nathaniel Pearce. 
Robert Nimblett. 
Edward Holman, 
George Lignerass, 



Lieutenants, 

John Bray, 
John Stacey, 
Nathaniel Clark, 
Joshua Prentice, 
Isaac Collyer, 
William Russell, 
Total number of men, 505. 

In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, June 22, 1775. 

The above Officers being approved of by this Committee, 
are recommended to the honourable Congress to be com- 
missioned. N. Gushing, per order. 

In Provincial Congress, June 23, 1775. 

Ordered, That the Officers in the above list be com- 
missioned, except Captain William Lee, his Lieutenant, 

and Ensign. Sam. Freeman, Secretary. 

f . 

• COLONEL NIXON's REGIMENT. 

Captains. Lieutenants. Ensigns. 

Thomas Drury, William Maynard, James Muier. 
Samuel McCobb, Benjamin Patten, John Briggs. 

John Nixon, Colonel. 

In. Committee of Safety, Cambridge, June 16, 1775. 

The above Officers are approved of, and recommended 
to the honourable Congress to be commissioned. 

Benjamin White, Chairman. 

In Provincial Congress, June 15, 1775. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered out to the 
above named Officers, in Colonel Nikon's Regiment. 

Attest : Sam. Freeman, Secretary. 

In Provincial Congress, June 16, 1775. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to the follow- 
ing Officers in Colonel Nixon's Regiment, viz : Ebenezer 
Winship, Captain ; William Warren, Lieutenant ; Richard 
Buckminster , Ensign. Sam. Freeman, Secretary. 

COLONEL JONATHAN BREWER'S REGIMENT. 

William Buclcminster, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Nathan. Cud- 
worth, Major. 

Captains. Lieutenants. Ensigns. 

Isaac Gray, Thos. Willington, .... Wilson. 

Edward Blake, Abm. Tuckeman, John Ermes. 

John Black, Benjamin Gates, John Patrick. 

Daniel Whiting, Obadiah Dewey, 

Thaddeus Russell, Nathl. Maynard, Nathaniel Reeves. 

Aaron Haynes, Elisha Brewer, ........ 

Benjamin Bullard, Aaron Gardiner, 

Joseph Stebbins, 

Total number of men, 371. J. Brewer, Colonel. 

In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, June 17, 1775. 
Colonel Jonathan Brewer having satisfied this Com- 
mittee that there are three hundred and twenty-one men 
in the eight Companies mentioned above, it is recommend- 
ed to the honourable Provincial Congress that said .Brew- 
er's Regiment may be commissioned accordingly. 

Wm. Cooper, Secretary. 

In Provincial Congress, June 17, 1775. 

Ordered, That a Commission be delivered to each of the 
Officers within named, except Capt. Joseph Stebbins, who 
has but twenty-one men in his Company. 

Sam, Freeman, Secretary; 

colonel robinson's regiment. 



Captains. 

William Bent, 
Silas Wild, 
Elijah Vose, 
Jacob Gould, 



Captains. 

Job Gushing, 
Jotham Loring, 
James Lincoln, 
Seth Turner, 



Captains. 
John Vinton, 
Peter Procrit, 
Truant Brantry. 



Total, rank and file, 466. 



COLONEL DAVID BREWER'S REGIMENT, JUNE 17, 1775. 

Rufus Putnam, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Nathaniel Daniel- 
son, Major; Thomas Weeks, Adjutant ; Ebenezer Wash- 
burn, Quartermaster, 



Captains. 

Amos Waldridge, 
Peter Ingersoll, 
Levi Rounsevall, 
Malcomb Henry, 
Jonathan Dan forth, 
Isaac Col ton, 
Jona. Bardwell, 
Abiathar Angel, 
John Packard, 



Lieutenants. 

Ithiel Mungar, 
Silas Goodrich, 
Henry Rice, 
John Gray, 
Joseph McNall, 
John Wright, 
William Gillmore 
Isaac Warren, 
David Brewer, 
David 
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Ensigns. 

James Blodgett. 

Thomas Burnham. 

Lemuel Taber. 

David Lackett. 

Lewis Boen. 

Nathl. Alexander. 
, Moses Howe. 

Simeon Learned. 

Jonathan Allen. 
Brewer, Colonel. 



In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, June 17, 1775. 
These certify the Honourable Congress, that Colonel 
David Brewer has satisfied this Committee that there are 
in the nine Companies mentioned near five hundred men. 
It is therefore recommended to Congress that said Brewer's 
Regiment be commissioned accordingly. 

Wm. Cooper, Secretary. 

In Provincial Congress, June 17, 1775. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to the several 
Officers above mentioned. Sam. Freeman, Secretary. 

COLONEL GERRISH's REGIMENT, JUNE 22, 1775. 

Loammi Baldwin, Lieut. Colonel ; James Wessen, Major; 
. Christian Febiger, Adjutant ; Michael Farley, Quarter- 
master; David Jones, Surgeon. 



Captains. 

Richard Dodge, 
Barnabas Dodge, 
Thomas Cogswell, 
Timothy Corey, 
Samuel Sprague, 
John Baker, Jr., 
Thomas Mighill, 



Lieutenants. Ensigns. 

Robert Dodge, Paul Dodge. 
Matthew Fairfield, Joseph Knight. 
Moses Danton, Amos Cogswell. 
Thos. Cummings, Jonas Johnson. 
Joseph Cheever, William Oliver. 
Joseph Pettingill, Mark Cressy. 
Thomas Pike, ........ 

Samuel Gerrish, Colonel. 



In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, June 22, 1775. 
Tt is recommended to the honourable Congress that the 
above mentioned Officers in Colonel Gerrish's Regiment, 
not already commissioned, may now receive their Com- 
missions. William Cooper, Secretary. 

colonel moses little's regiment, june 26, 1775. 
Isaac Smith, Lieutenant-Colonel; James Collins, Major.' 

Captains. First Lieutenants. Second Lieutenants. 

Jacob Gerrish, Silas Adams, Thomas Brown. 

Nathaniel Warner, John Burman, Daniel Collins. 
Nathaniel Wade, Joseph Wedkins, Aaron Parker, 
Abraham Dodge, Ebenezer Low, James Lord. 
John Baker, Caleb Thompson, Daniel Draper. 

Ezra Lunt, Moses Kent, N. Montgomery. 

Benjamin Perkins, James Whittemore, William Stickney. 
Gideon Parker, Joseph Everly, Moses Trask. 
Joseph Robey, Shubael Gorham, Enoch Parsons, 
Timothy Brinard, Paul Lunt, Amos Atkinson. 

Total number of men, 582. 

In Committeo of Safety, June 26, 1775. 

This Committee recommend to the honourable the Pro- 
vincial Congress that the above named Officers, in Colonel 
Little's Regiment, may be commissioned. 

Wm. Cooper, Secretary. 

In Provincial Congress, June 27, 1775. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to the Officers 
of Colonel Little's Regiment, agreeable to the above list. 
Attest : Sam. Freeman, Secretary. 

Cambridge Camp, June 30, 1775. 
To the Honourable Provincial Congress at Watertown ; 

Mr. Stephen Jenkins and Mr. Thomas Modgkins are 
recommended, the former for Adjutant, and the. latter for 
Quartermaster, in the Regiment of which I have the com- " 
mand, and the honourable Congress are prayed to appoint 
those gentlemen to said offices accordingly. 

Moses Little, Colonel, 

Accepted and passed. 
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MEETING OF FREEHOLDERS OF RICHMOND COUNTY, 
':! NEW-YORK. 

At a meeting of the Freeholders of the County of Rich- 
mond, at Richmond Town, in the said County, on the first 
day of May, in the year of our Lord 1775, agreeable to a 
publick notice of such meeting : 

Benjamin Seaman, Esquire, Chairman, 
Paul Micheau, Cleric. 
The Freeholders of the said County, taking into consi- 
deration the distressed and alarming state of the Colonies, 
and the necessity of a Provincial Congress, did unanimous- 
ly elect and appoint Messrs. Paul Micheau, John Journey, 
Aaron Cortelyou, Richard Conner, and Richard Law- 
rence, or the major part of them, to represent the said 
County of Richmond at the next Provincial Congress in- 
tended, to be held, in the City of New- York on the 22d 
day of May instant. 

Signed by order of the said Freeholders : 

Paul Micheau, Cleric of County of Richmond. 



RICHMOND (nEW-YORk) COMMITTEE TO COMMITTEE OT 
NEW- YORK." 

. ■ Richmond County, May 2, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Yours of the 28th ultimo we received, 
and, agreeable to your request, convened the Freeholders 
of the County of Richmond yesterday, to consider of the 
alarming and dangerous situation the Province is in, being 
fully persuaded that no time should be lost, as every hour 
threatens us with inevitable ruin. The necessity of the 
case requires we should unite in forming a Provincial Con- 
gress, and appoint Deputies without delay. The said 
Freeholders were unanimously of opinion, that the present 
"exigency of affairs required their adopting the measures 
recommended by your Committee, and appointed us, the 
subscribers, for that purpose, who will give our attendance 
accordingly. 

We are, gentlemen, your very humble servants, 
. , -.. Paul Micheau, Richard Conner, 

~ John Journey, Richard Lawrence. 

Aaron Cortelyoxt, 

To Mr. Isaac Low, Chairman of the Committee of New- 
York. 



MEETING OF INHABITANTS OF ORANGETOWN, NEW-YORK. 

At a meeting of the Freeholders and Inhabitants of 
Orangctown, in the County of Orange, at the house of 
Mr. Yoast Mabie, in the said Town, on Wednesday, the 
third day of May, A. D. 1775 : 

Jacob Conklin, Esquire, Chairman, 
Dr. Thomas Outwater, Clerk. 
Resolved, nam. con., That Colonel Abraham Lent and 
John Raring, Esquire, be the Deputies for this Town, to 
represent, us at the Provincial Congress proposed to be held 
in the City of New- York on the 22d day of this instant, 
and that we will abide by and observe such measures as 
the said Congress shall, from time to lime, direct or re- 
commend. By order of the meeting : 

Jacob Conklin, Chairman. 
Thomas Outwater, Clerk. 



MEETING OF COMMITTEES OF SUFFOLK COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

At a meeting of the several Committees of Correspond- 
ence from the different Towns in the County of Suffolk, 
at the County Hall, the 5th of May, 1775 : 

William Smith, Chairman. 

The letter from the Chairman of the Committee of Cor- 
respondence of Neiv-York, "recommending to this County 
to choose Deputies to meet Deputies from all the Counties 
in this Province in General Congress, in the City of New- 
York, On Monday, 22d of May instant, being read, 

Voted, nem. con., That Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, 
John Sloss Hobart, Thomas Tredwell, John Foster, Ezra 
L'Hommedieu, Thomas Wickham, and James Havens, or 
any three of them, be Deputies for this County, who are 
hereby fully empowered to meet the Deputies from the 
other Counties in this Province, in Provincial Congress, in 



New-York or elsewhere, on the 22d day of this instant, 
to deliberate upon, and, from time to time, to direct such 
measures as shall be expedient for our common safety, and 
the preservation of our rights and privileges ; the said 
Deputies to act for one year, unless peace and harmony 
between the Colonies and Great Britain be sooner re- 
stored, or other persons chosen in their stead. 
Signed by order of the Committee: 

Wm. Smith, Chairman. 



SUFFOLK COUNTY (nEW-YORk) COMMITTEE TO COMMITTEE 
OF BRO0KHAVEN. 

" County Hall, May 5, 1775. 
Gentlemen: We beg leave to inform you that the 
Committees from the several Towns in this County, here 
met, have chosen seven persons to represent this County 
at the Provincial Congress, to be held at New-York the 
22d of this instant, and should be glad of your concurrence 
therein. The Association Agreement, so generally entered 
into in New-York by all parties, is herewith sent to you, 
hoping you will sign the same, and take such measures as 
you judge proper to let the inhabitants of your Town have 
an opportunity to sign. If your Town approve of our 
choice, you will signify it to one of the Deputies, and if 
you think proper to choose a Deputy, it will be very agree- 
able to this Committee. By order of the Committee : 

Wm. Smith, Chairman. 
To Captain Nathan Woodhull, Richard Woodhull, Jona- 
than Thompson, John Woodhull, Selah Strong, Tho- 
mas Helmes, Esquires, Major Benjamin Floyd, and Mr. 
Samuel Thompson, of Brookhaven. 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY (NEW- YORK) COMMITTEE. 

■ We, who are this day appointed as a Committee for the 
County of Westchester, do certify that G ouverntur Morris, 
Lewis Graham, James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, 
Joseph Drake, Philip Van Cortlandt, James Holmes, 
David Dayton, John Thomas, Junior, Robert Graham, 
and William Paulding, were chosen to be the Deputies 
from this County to the Provincial Convention of the 
Province of New- York. 

Witness our hands, the eighth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 
Gilbert Drake, Chairman. 

David Dan, Jona. G. Tompkins, Thomas Thomas, 

James Harmer, Jona. G. Graham, George Comb, 

Micah Townsend, Jonathan Piatt, Samuel Drake, 

Lewis Morris, Gilbert Thorn, Michael Hays, 

Samuel Crawford, James Varian, Benoni Piatt, 

F. Van Cortlandt, Robert Bloomer, Samuel Havilarid, 

Benjamin Lyon, William Miller, Joshua Ferris. 
Miles Oakley, ' 



MEETING OF THE FREEHOLDERS OF GOSHEN PRECINCT, 
NEW-YORK. ' 

At a meeting of the Freeholders and Inhabitants of the 
Precinct of Goshen, in the County of Qrangc, and Colony 
of Neiv- York, assembled at the house of Mr. Isaac Nicoll, 
Inn-holder, in the Town of Goshen, on Wednesday, the 
10th day of May, 1775: 

Peter Clowes, Chairman. 
Resolved, "unanimously, That as the present critical 
situation of affairs makes it necessary for a Provincial Con- 
gress tobe held, that Michael Jackson, Peter Cloives, 
Benjamin Tusten, and William Allison, or any two of 
them, do attend therein at the City of New- York, on the 
22d day of this instant, May, as Delegates for this Pre- 
cinct. By order of the meeting : 

Balth. De Heart, Clerk. 



MEETING OF COMMITTEES OF ULSTER COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

At a meeting of the Committees of the several Towns 
and Precincts in the County of Ulster, elected and ap- 
pointed to meet in Provincial Convention, at the City of 
New-York, on the 22d day of May instant, or at such 
other time and place as may be agreed on, held at New- 
Paltz, at the house of Mrs. Ann Dubois, in the County 
aforesaid, the 11th day of May, 1775, the following per- 
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sons appeared as Committees for the different Towns and 
Precincts, viz : 

Kingston. — Abraham Van Keuren, Johannes Snyder, 
Esquire, Egbert Dumond, Esquire, Oke Sudam, Ja- 
cobus Van Goesbeck. 

Awsley. — Adrian Wynkoop, Esquire, Captain John Van 
Deusen, Matthew Ten Eyck, Charles De Witt, Esq! 

Marbletown.— Matthew Cantine, Levi Pawling, John 
Cantine, David Bevier, Cornelius E. Wynkoop, Esqr's. 

Rochester.— Andries De Witt, Esq., Jacob Hornbeck, 
Esq., Johannes Schoonmakcr, Joachim Schoonmaker, 
Jacobus Van Wagenqn, Andries Bevier. 

Wallkill. — William Wilkin, Francis Byrns. 

New-Windsor.— Captain James M. Claghry, John Ni- 
colson, Esquire, Colonel James Clinton. 

Newburgh.^-CoI. Jonathan Hasbrouck, John Robinson, 
Benjamin Birdsell. 

New-$Iarlboeough.— Lewis Du Bois, Benjamin Car- 
penter, Esq., Joseph Morey. 

New-Paltz. — Jacob Hasbrozick, Joseph Hasbrouck, Jo- 
hannes A. Hardenbergh, Andries Lafever, Esquire, 
Abraham Donaldson, Esqgire. 

Shawangunk. — Jacobus Bruyn, Johan. Jansen, Matthew 
Rea, Benj. Smedes, Esquires, Capt. Thomas Jansen, J v,, 
Major Johannes Hardmbergh, Dirck Roosa. 

Hanover. — Dr. Charles Clinton, Alexander Trimble, 
Arthur Parks, William Jackson, Abimael Young. 

Charles_ De Witt, Esquire, being unanimously chosen 
and appointed Chairman, the business of the day was open- 
ed, when Colonel Johannes Hardenbergh, Colonel James 
Clinton, Egbert Dumond, Esquire, Dr. Charles Clinton, 
Christopher Tappen, John ~Nicolson, and" Jacob Horn- 
beck, Esquires, were nominated, and unanimously chosen 
and appointed Deputies for the said County, to serve in 
Provincial Convention, at the City of New-York, on the 
22d day of May instant, or at such other time and place 
as may be agreed on, in order to adopt and endeavour to 
carry into execution whatever measures may be recom- 
mended by the Continental Congress, or resolved upon by 
our Provincial Convention, for' the purpose of preserving 
our Constitution, and opposing the execution of the several 
arbitrary and oppressive acts of the BnYwAParliament, 
until a reconciliation between Great Britain and America, 
on constitutional principles, can be* obtained ; with such 
further power to declare the sense of .this County relative 
to the grievances, and oppressions under which His Majes- 
ty's American subjects now groan, and to consult such 
measures as may tend to the preservation of the rights and 
liberties of America. And the Deputies hereby appointed 
are instructed^ (when met in Provincial Convention) to 
move that a day Be set apart for publick fasting and prayer 
throughout the Colony, to implore Divine aid in restoring 
a happy reconciliation between the Mother Country and 
her American Colonies. 

Ordered, That the proceedings oT this day be signed 
by the Chairman, and that the same be published in the 
New- York Journal.. . . Ch. De Witt, Chairman. 
To Col. Johannes Hardenbergh, Col. James Clinton, Eg- 
bert Dumond, Esq., Dr. Charles Clinton, Christopher 
Tappen, John Nicolson, and Jacob Hornbeck, Esqr's. 



meeting of charlotte county (new-york) com- 
mittee. 
At a meeting of the Committee in the Townships of 
White-Creek, Camden, Adingtown, Manchester, Dorset, 
Rupert, Pollett, and Wells, in the County of Charlotfe, 
Province - of New-York, for choosing two Delegates to 
meet at the Convention at New-York, the 22d instant: 
Be it known, that John Williams and William 'Marsh 
were elected for the purpose above mentioned, as witness 
our hands, this 12th day of May, 1775. 
Signed by the Committee : 

Hamilton McCallister, Jona. Willard, 
John Williams, Smith Smith, 

William Marsh, Caleb Smith, 

Joshua Convey, Jos. McCracken, 

Nathan Hawley, John Batus, 

Samuel Rose, ' James Heard, 

. John Nesbett, - Cephas Kent. 



MEETING OF FREEHOLDERS OF HAVERSTHAW (NEW-YORK) 
PRECINCT. 

Whereas, it is proposed that a Provincial Convention of 
Deputies, from the different Cities and Counties in this 
Province, should meet in the City of New-York, on the 
22d day of this instant, in order to deliberate and direct 
such measures as may be thought necessary for the pre 
servation of our rights and liberties, we, the freeholders 
and inhabitants of the Precinct of Haverstraw, in the 
County of Orange, being met, do unanimously choose 
John Coc and. David Pye as Deputies to represent the 
said Precinct, and do authorize and empower the said 
John Coe and David'Pye to represent the said Precinct 
in the said Convention, and to act, transact, and direct all 
such measures as shall be .thought necessary for the pur- 
poses aforesaid. . By order of the said meeting : 

Johannes Isa Blanvelt, Moderator. 
- May 12, 1775../ "" *" : ' -""."" \" " T '/. 1" '' 



MAMICOTING COMMITTEE TO NEW- YORK CONGRESS. 

May 13, 1775. 

The inhabitants of the Precinct of Mamicoting met to- 
gether, and chose a Committee 1 .; likewise they all signed 
the Association, and are determined to stand by the same. 
And whereas we were destitute of militia officers hithert.o, 
the following officers were chosen, viz : Jacob RutsonDe 
Witt, Captain; Abraham Cuddeback, Junior, First Lieu- 
tenant ; Robert Cook, Second Lieutenant ; Samuel King, 
Ensign. We, the Committee,' do think it proper to send 
you the account of our proceedings. Although Benja- 
min Depuy, Esquire, of our Precinct, joined the County 
Committee, yet it was before we were formed into a Com- 
mittee. "; ;- "; 

Whereas, we are a frontier Company, if an Indian war 
should happen to break c-ut, difficulties may arise by the 
officers lacking authority: w'e therefore petition the gen- 
tlemen of the Congress that the nominated officers may be 
authorized to act as in commission. And whereas, there 
are several poor men in our Precinct, who are able and 
willing to fight for their rights and liberty, and not capable 
of providing themselves either with arms or ammunition : 
we, therefore, further petition that you, gentlemen, will 
take it into consideration, and provide for such poor people; 
and you will oblige your humble petitioners. By order of 
the Committee: John Young, Chairman. 

To the Chairman of the Provincial Congress, convened 
in the City of New-York, ':'.". . 
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MEETING OF THE INHABITANTS OF CORNWALL (NEW-YORK) 
PRECINCT. - 

Blooming Grove, May 15, 1775. - 
At a meeting of the Freeholders of. the Precinct" of 
Cornwall, in Orange County, held at the house of John 
Brewster, on the 15th of May, 1775, convened agreeably 
to advertisement : After choosing Jesse Woodhull, Esq., 
Moderator, and Thomas Moffat, Clerk, a letter, was then 
read, signed by Isaac Low, Chairman of the Committee 
of New- York, recommending* the choosing of Deputies in 
the several Counties in this Province, to represent ^them 
in Provincial Congress'on the 22d instant. The meeting 
then proceeded deliberately, and chose Israel Seely, Jesse 
Woodhull, Esquire, and Jeremiah Clark, (or any one of 
them,) Deputies for. this Precinct. for the purposes afore- 
said, as" part of the representation pf the County of Orange. 
" Jesse Woodhull, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE OF DUTCHESS COUNTY TO THE TJEW-YORK 
CONGRESS. - 1 " •" 

We, the subscribers, do hereby certify, that at a County 
meefmg,~ in consequence of notifications for that purpose, 
held at Poughkeepsie, on Tuesday, the* 16th May, 1775, 
Dirck Brinkerhoff, Anthony Hoffman, Ze.phdnia.h_ Piatt, 
Richard Montgomery, Ephraim Paine, Gilbert Living- 
ston, and Jonathan London, Esquires, and Messrs. Gys- 
bert Schenck, Melancthon Smith, and Nathaniel Sackett, 
were, T)y a majority of voices, elected Deputies for the 
term of six months, to represent the County of Dutchess 
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in the Proyincial Convention to 
New- York, on the 22d instant. 



RoSWELL HoPKINS, 
'iSH.fisy t-BoBI N SON, 

•„.■;!; James Smith, 

Abraham Bocker, 
■'/ Cornelius Humphrey, 



be held at the City of instant? Passed, without one dissenting voice, in the affirm- 
atiYe, to which they have affixed their names. 



Ananias Cooper, 
Jacob Swartwout, 
Jonathan Lewis, 
Egbert Benson. 



Capt. Nathan Rose, William Baker, 
Lieut.Thos. Rose, Benaiah Hubbard, 



vote or first company in brookhaven, new : york. 

•''■'• -i ■'"> - ■"'•■'" •■.'■'■ ■ Brookhaven, May 17, 1775. - 

Whereas, the Committees of the several Towns within 
the County of Suffolk met at the County-Hall on the 5th 
?f,^I a !/> .1.77^ " and whereas Brookhaven was not repre- 
sented by a Committee at said meeting, the several Com- 
mittees .thought fit to write a letter to the inhabitants of 
said Brookhaven, signifying their desire that they should 
unite with the other Towns jn choosing a Deputy to unite 
with the seven Deputies .which they had chosen to repre- 
sent thi| County at. the Provincial Congress, to be held at 
_New-Yg[rk, on the 22d day of this instant : 

JNbty we, the residents within the limits of the First 
Company of Militia.of said Town, do, in conjunction with 
the other Companies in said Township, choose Selah 
Strong, Esquire, as one of the Deputies to represent said 
In witness whereof we have hereunto sicned our 



County, 
names." 



j-Nathan^Woodhull, 
^Jonathan Thompson, 
. Nathaniel Roe, 
JSichaju) Woodhull, 
- Samuel Thompson, 
Selah Strong, Jun., 
Caleb Brewster, 
Nath'l Roe, Jun., 
Philip Roe, . 
John Roe, 



vote, of second company in 



'Thomas Smith, 
Alex. Hawkins, 
David Hawkins, 
Simeon Hawkins, 
Alex. Hawkins, Jun., 
Jacob Hawkins, 
Edmund Smith, 
Samuel. Davis, 
Joseph Hawkins, 
Isaac Davis, 



BROOKHAVEN, NEW-YORK, 

..; ; ".'■-.'.. .. ■ Brookhaven, May 17, 1775. 

_ There" being met the Second Company of the above- 
said Tqwn, whereof Ebenezer Miller is Captain, and were 
desired that all such as were willing to be represented in 
the 'Provincial Convention, to be held at New-York, the 
22d of this month, would manifest it by setting their votes 
or names to this paper, Selah Strong, Esquire, being the 
man choseli to represent us. 

Richard Davis, 
Jeffry Woodhull, 
Chapman Davis, 
Noah Hallock, Jun.., 
Joseph Brown, Jun., 
Mica Skidmore, 
Rynear Vanhoosen, 
Justis Jno. Woodhull, 
Joseph Brown, 
Thomas Robinson, 



Capt, Ebenezer Miller, Joshua Davis, 
Lieut. Woodhull,** Samuel Philips, Jun., 

Ensign Davis, Wiliiam Philips, 

Noah Hallock, ' - Israel Davis, 
David Dayis, - . Andrew Miller, 
MerntSmitKWoodhuHHenry Woodhull, 
Joseph Philips, James Woodhull, 

Timothy Norton, Jun,, Gilbert Woodhull, 



Azsl Jarritl, 
Edmond Robinson, 
Daniel Bales, 
filartin Brown," 
Elisha Davis, 
Silas Davis, 
Timothy Davis, 



Jacob Eaton, 
Fortunatus Taylor, 
Josiah Hallock, 
Spiser Davis, 
Josiah Woodhull, 
William Miller, 
Gilbert Dav's, 



Dr. Theoph. Philips, 
Thomas Balis, 
Rosel Hubberd, 
Joseph Davis, 



The above n.arnrarsjgned 'n the presence of us: 

-""" ;' .J ' Wissell Sill, Clerk, 

-' '•.■■-''.' Ebenezer Miller, 

'..-''. .' '■• ■ •. '""■" ' Joseph Brown, 



VOTE OF THIRD COMPANY IN BROOKHAVEN, NEW-YORK. 

Brookhaven, May 17, 1775. 

There were called together the Third Company, com- 
manded by Captain Nathan Rose, 

The question being put, whether they were for appointing 
.a Deputy in this Town to join the other Deputies of this 
County,to meet the Provincial Convention, to be held the 
twenty-second of this instant May, in New- York, to con- 
sult the general good of this Colony; passed in the affirm- 
ative nemijie contradicente. 

Then the question was put, whether Selah, Strong, Esq., 
should be the man to represent this Town, in joining with 
the other. Deputies of this County, in Provincial Conven- 
tion, to be held in New-York, the twenty-second of this 



John Marvin, 
Jehiel Weed, 
Matthew Woodruff, 
Thaddeus Cole, 
Jedejliah M.arvin, 
Ephraim Smith, 
Thomas Avery, 
Jesse Rose, 
Isaac Woodruff, 
Ezekiel Hedges, 
Isaiah Moger, 
Ebenezer Homan, 
Nathan Rose, Jun., 



Samuel Dayton, 
Richard Hulse, 
Joseph Terry, 
Jeffjry Brewster, 
Robert Hawkins, 



Daniel Jones, 
Francis Barto, Jr. 
John Smith, 
Stephen Satterly, 
Nathaniel Brewster, 
Isaac Robbins, 
Mordecai Homan, Jr. 



Ebe'zer Homans, Jr., Ananias Smith, 



Mjcajah Lane, 
.Ezekiel Homan, 
Daniel Rose, 
^Mordecai Homan, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Joseph Sweasy, 



Nathaniel Finck, 
Mord. Homan, 3d.. 
Matthew Marvin, 
Reynold Finck, 
Joseph Homan, 
, Jonah Tucker, 
Matthew Beale, 

We, the underwritten persons, were present when the 
above and within persons subscribed their names, and were 
freeholders and inhabitants within theTown of 'Brookhaven. 

_Willjam_Smith, 
Nath'l Woodhull, 
Josiah Smith. 



VOTE OF FOURTH COMPANY IN "BRJOOKHAVEN, 'NEW-YORK. 

Brookhaven, May 16, 1775. 

~ t Met the Fourth Company of Brookhaven, whereof Da- 
vid Mulford is Captain, and were desired, to manifest, by 
their votes, whether they were desirous to be represented 
in the Provincial Convention, to be held : at New- York, the 
twenty -second of this instant, P.M.; then, who should rep- 
resent them. " 

Voted, That Selah Strong, Esq., be the person to rep- 
resent them. Passed .without contradiction, to which we 
have subscribed our names. 



W. Brewster, Lieut. Daniel Roe, 

E. Davis, Qu'master. Jonathan Johnes, 

C. Moger, Ensign. Job Mulford, 
J. Howel, Sergeant. Ludly Clarke, 
N. Norton, Serg't. William Still, 

D. Mulford, Clerk. William Gerra/d, Jr. John Leek 
James Overton, . Nehemiah Hulse, William Clark, Jr , 
Benjamin Woodhull, Daniel Swozey, ~ ..•—•*. -- 
Mordecai .Homan, Isaac Swezey, 
Stephen Randal, John Turner, - 
John Albeen, -. Nathaniel Overton, 
Isaac Smith, John Arnold, ■ " 
Jonathan Benjamin, Jonathan Jones, 
Palmer Overton, . Daniel Petty, 
Benjamin Gerrard, Gorshom Brown, ' 
William Davis, Brewster Terry, 
William Edwards, Nathan Davis, 
James Moger, James Orsborn, 
Samuel Tallmadge, Justus Overton, 
Bennet Dayton, Paul Hulse, 
James Tucker, Wm, Clarke, Sen., 
Luke Pritchard, 
Gershom Terry, 
Joseph Garrard, 



William Swezey, 
Gillum Davis, 
Selah Brown, 
Goldsmith Travis, 
Zopher Davis, 



Daniel Davis, Jr.. 
Ebenezer Dayton, 
Abe! Swezey, " 
James S wezey, ~ 
Francis. Hallit, 
M_essenger Overton, 
Isaac Davis, 
Timothy Wood, 
Wm Brewster, Jr., 
JamesJSell, 
Benjamin Petty, 
Christopher Swezey, 
Enos Bishop," 
Eleazer Bellows, 



Joseph Terry, 

Those of the contrary mind : 

J. Homan, Sergeant. David Overton, 



Joseph Seward, Jun., Samuel Satterly, 
Arthur Moger, James Swezey, Jr. 



Zaoh. Hawkinr, J r 



Nath.Longbottorn, Timothy Lane. 

The above dissenters professed to be nothing against or 
for the vote", but stand as neutrals. 

Note. — The whole of the names in both lists were put 
down at their desire, in presence of. us, 

Ebenezer Dayton, 
John Woodhull - , 
William Smtth. 



AN ADDHESS FROM JAMES RIVINGTON TO THE HONOURABLE 
DELEGATES AT THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Whereas the subscriber, by the freedom of his publica- 
tions during the present unhappy disputes between Great 
Britain and her Colonies, has brought upon himself much 
publick displeasure and resentment, in consequence of which 
his life has been endangered^ his property invaded, and a 
regard to" his personal safety requires him still to be absent 
from his family and business ; and whereas it has been 
ordered by the Committee of Correspondence for the City 
of New- York, that a report of the state of his case should 
be made to the Continental Congress, that the manper of 
his future treatment may be submitted to their direction ; 
he thinks himself happy in having at last for his judges', 
gentlemen of eminent rank and distinction in the Colonies, 
from whose enlarged and liberal sentiments, he natters him- 
self that he can receive no other than "an equitable sentence, 
unbiased by popular clamour and resentment. He humbly 



asm 



*mssa 



ms 



837 



- CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, MAY, 1775. 



838 



presumes that the very respectable gentlemen of the Con- 
gress now sitting at Philadelphia, will permit him to de- 
clare, and, as a man of honour and veracity, he can and 
does solemnly declare, that however wrong and mistaken 
he may have been in his opinions, he has always meant 
honestly and openly to do his duty as a servant of the 
publick. Accordingly his conduct, as a printer, has always 
been conformabje to the ideas which he entertained of 
English liberty, warranted by the practice of all printers* 
in Great Britain and Ireland for a century past, under 
every Administration ; authorized, as he conceives, by the 
laws of England, and countenanced by the declarations of 
the late Congress. He_ declares that his press has been 
ajways open and free to all parties, and for the truth of this 
fact appeals to his publications, among which are to be 
reckoned all the pamphlets, and many of the best pieces 
that have been written in this and the neighbouring Colonies 
in favour of the American claims. However, having found 
that the inhabitants of ihe Colonies were not satisfied with 
this plan of conduct, a few weeks ago he published in his 
paper a short apology, in which he assured the publick that 
he Would be cautious, for the future, of giving any further 
offence. To this declaration he resolves to adhere, and he 
cannot but hope for the patronage of the publick so long 
as his conduct shall be found to correspond with it. It is 
his wish and ambition to be an useful member of society. 
Although an Englishman by birth, he is an American by 
choice, and he is desirous of devoting his life, in the busi- 
ness of his profession, to the service of the Country he Has 
adopted for his own. He lately employed no less than 
sixteen workmen, at near one thousand Pounds annually ; 
and his consumption of printing paper, the manufacture of 
Pennsylvania, New-YorTc, Connecticut, and the Massachu- 
setts-Bay, has amounted nearly to that sum. His exten- 
sive foreign correspondence, his large acquaintance in Eu- 
rope and America, and the manner of his education, are 
circumstances which, he conceives, have not improperly 
qualified him for the station in which he wishes to continue, 
and in which he will exert every endeavour to be useful. 
He therefore humbly submits his case to the consideration 
of the honourable gentlemen now assembled in the Conti- 
nental Congress, and begs that their determination may be 
such as will secure him, especially as it is the only thing 
that can effectually secure him in the safety of his person, 
the enjoyment of his property, and the uninterrupted pro- 
secution of his business. James Rivington. 

May 20, 1775, 



TOWN MEETING IN BROOKLYN, NEW-YORK. 

Brooklyn, Kings County, Nassau Island, May 20, 1775. 

At a general Town Meeting, regularly warned, the Ma- 
gistrates and Freeholders met, and voted Jeremiah Remsen, 
Esq., into the Chair, and Leffert Lefferts, Esq., Clerk. 

Taking into our serious consideration the expediency and 
propriety of concurring with the freeholders and freemen 
of the City and County of New-York, and the other Coun- 
ties, Townships, and Precincts, within this Province, for 
holding, continuing, and maintaining a Provincial Congress 
of Deputies, chosen out of the whole Province, to advise, 
consider, consult, watch over, protect, and defend, at this 
very alarming crisis, all our civil and religious rights, liber- 
ties, and privileges, according to their collective prudence: 

After duly weighing^and considering the unjust plunder 
and inhuman carnage committed on the property and per- 
sons of our brethren in the Massachusetts, who, with the 
other New-England Colonies, are now deemed, by the 
Mother Country, to be in a state of actual rebellion, by 
which declaration England hath put it beyond their own. 
power to treat with New-England, or to propose or receive 
any terms of recoueiliation, until those Colonies will submit 
as, or shall become a conquered Country; the first effort 
to effect which \vas by military and naval force; the next 
attempt is to bring a famine (a dreadful engine of war) 
amongst them, by depriving them of both their natural and 
acquired right of fishing — natural by their situation, ac- 
quired by their joint exertions to acquire the sovereignty 
of those fisheries : Further, contemplating the very unhap- 
py situation to which the powers at home, by oppressive 
measures, have driven all the other Protestant Provinces, 
(in which we are Included,) we have all .evils in their power 



to fear, as they have already declared all the Provinces 
aiders and abettors of rebellion : It remains only with the 
infallibility and omnipotency of Parliament, to determine 
how the Crown of England can propose to, or accept of 
any conditions of accommodations from any of these Pro- 
testant Provinces : Therefore, 

1st. Resolved, That Henry Williams and Jeremiah 
Remsen, Esquires, be now elected, chosen, and deputed by 
us, and in our behalf, Deputies for this Township, to meet 
and associate with all the Deputies of the Cities, Counties, 
Townships, and Precincts, within this Province of New- - 
York, in a Provincial Convention, intended to be holden 
in the City of New-York on Monday next, the twenty- 
second day of this present instant, May, and so to continue 
to meet from time to time, and at all times, according to 
the adjournments of the said Provincial Convention, and 
then and there to consider, consult, agree, determine, act, 
and do all prudential and necessary business accordingly. " 

2d. Resolved, That we, confiding in the wisdom and 
equity of said Convention, collectively, do consent, agree,' 
and conclude' to observe, abide by and fulfil, all necessary 
and warrantable acts, associations, orders, and directions, as 
the said Provincial Congress shall, in their prudence, require, 
direct, and enjoin. 

Signed by order of the Town Meeting : 

Leffert Lefferts, Clerk. 



COMMITTEE FROM CONNECTICUT TO NEW-YORK_CONGRESS. 

New-York, Friday Morning, nine o'clock, ) 

; ■ May 31, 1775. $ - 

Sir: As we are much indisposed, think it most prudent 
to set out for Connecticut, and shall leave this City at two 
o'clock this afternoon. If the "Convention have any com- 
mands to the Gqvemour. and Company of that Colony, 
we shall be proud of the honour of executing them. - Mr. 
Edwards will go afterwards to New- Jersey, and, on .his way 
to Connecticut, will wait on the Convention of this Province 
for further intelligence, and will give them such informa- 
tion as lies in his power. 

We are, Sir, your most obedient humbTe.servants, 

Nathaniel Wales, 
Thaddeus Burr. 
The Honourable Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq. - _ 



MEETING OF COMMITTEES FOR KINGS COUNTY, NEW-YORK.. 

Flatbush, May 52, 1775. 
At a meeting held this twenty-second day of May, of 
the several Deputies, of the different Townships in Kings 
County, for the purpose of electing Delegates to represent 
the County of Kings in Provincial Congress, now held in 
the City of New-York, agreeable to .said meeting;, they 
have and hereby do appoint Richard Stilwell^ Theodorus 
Polhemus, John Lefferts, Nicholas Covenhoven, Johannes 
E. Lott, John Van Der Bilt, Henry Williams, and Jere- 
miah Remsen, Esquires, Delegates, or any three of them, 
to represent and fully to act In behalf of therefore men- 
tioned County, in Provincial Congress before named, now 
held in the City of New-York. ; ' : - 

Abraham E. Lott, Secretary. 



MEETING OF FREEHOLDERS AT JAMAICA, 'NEW- YORK. 

At a meeting of a number of the Freeholders of Queens 
County, at Jamaica, on the 22d day of May inst., pursuant 
to publick notice thereof given, I certify that the following 
persons, to wit: Col. Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Daniel Rapelje, Esq;, Zebulon Williams] Esquire, 
Samuel Townsend, Esq., Joseph French, Esq., Joseph 
Robinson, Nathaniel Tom, Thomas Hicks, Esq:, and Cap- 
tain Richard Thome, were unanimously chosen ^nd elected 
Deputies for the said County, to meet in Prbyincial Qon- 
gress with the Deputies from the other Counties within 
this Province. Given under my hand this 22d day of 
May, 1775. . Danl.. Kissam, Chairman. 

Vote of the Town of Jamaica, in Queens County, New- 
York, on the expediency of choosing a Deputy ; pre- 
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sented to the Provincial Congress 
April, ll'U.— (See JPolio 356.] 

No Committee — No Depu 
John Doughty. 



on the 2lst day of 



Adam Lawrence, 
Johannes Polhemus, 
Joseph ©ldfield, 
Tunis Bargm, 
Charles Arding, 
John Lamborson, 
John. Smith, . 

John Troup, 
Powel Ambcrman, 
Johannes Lott, 
Johannes .Snedcker, 
Joseph Golder, 
Abraham Ditmus, 
Jeconiah Valentine, 
' WJlIIam Cornell, 
Isaac AnjSerman, 
Lucas Elderd, 
St ephe n Lott, 
Wiliiam Welling, 



ty. 



Nathaniel Higby, 
Richard Betts, Capt, 
Tunis Covert, 
Nicholas Lamberson, 
Simeon Lamberson, 
William Pettot, 
Johan. Williamson, 
Obadiah Hinckirran, 
Jacob Bargin, 
Nicholas Ludlam, 
Bernardus Ryder, > 
Philip Piatt, 
Nathaniel Mills, Jr., 
Johannes Elderd, 
Teter Noorstrout, 
Garret Noorstrout, 
Garret Durland, Jr., 
Garret Durland, Sr., 



Nich. Van Ausdoll, Jacob Lott, 
Lucira Bergen, "Nathl. Townsond, 



John Wiggins, 
Obadiah Mills, 
Amy Ramson, 
John Williamson, 
Cornelius BsnnTt, 
Nicholas Tones, 
Sam]. Doughty, 
Daniel Ramson, 
John Forster, 
Thomas Betts, 
John Bjnnet, 

Captain Rutgers, 
John Skidmore, 
Robert Hinckman, 
Waters Sfpith, 
William Ludlam, 
Abraham Keftlctas, 
Jonas Fredrick, 
William Steed, 
Jphn Mills, 
Isaac. Bayley, 
Increase Carpenter,- 
John Cockle, "; 
Isaac Hendrickson, 
John In.nes, Sen., 
Elias Bayley, 
Aaron Hendricksqn, - 
Robert Denton, 
John Smith, 
Jacob Wright, 
Nicholas Smith, Sr., 
William Messenger," 
Nicholas .Everitt, 
Peter Smith, 
John Brimner, 
Daniel Tutliili; 
H. Hendrickson, Sr.,. 
Daniel Eventl, ~" 
John Brush, 
Isaac Roads, 



Garrot Snedeker, 
Derrick Bargin, 
Stephen Clements, 
A. Van Noorstrout, 
JNathamel Mills, Sr., 
Matthias Lamberson, 
Gjorge Rierson, 
John Ramson, 
Stephen Higby, 
John Ramson, Son., 

For a Deputy. 

John Roads, 
Jonah Ttpads, 
A. Hendrickson, 
Whited Skidmore, 
Christopher Ryder, 
Amos Denton, 
Samuel Skidmore, 
Noah Smith, 
Daniel Bayley, 
Wait Smith, 
John Thurston, 
Hope Roads, 
Samuel Messenger, 
f John J. Skidmore, 
Jacques Johnson, 
Nehemiah .Everitt, 
Increase Carpenter, 
Joseph Higby, 
Andrew Oackly, 
Moses Higby, 
Jacob Forster, 
Daniel Ludlam, 
Saml. Higby, cooper, 
H. Hendrickson, Jr., 
Cornelius Losee, 
Daniel Smith, 
Samuel Higby, Jr., 
Jonathan Thurston, 



A. Van Noorstrout, 
Daniel Lawrence, 
George Dunbar, 
Henry TJigby, 
Benjamin Doughty, 
William Watts, 
John Watts, 
William Golden, 
Timothy Cornell, 
John Van Eoew,~ 
Jabesh Woodruff, 
Joseph Van Brunt, 
John Rowlan, - 
Hope Mills, 
Benj. Whitehead, 
Nehemiah Carpenter, 
He nd rick Emmons, 
R. Ramson, Jamaica, 
John Bargin, 
Dow Ditrmis, 
Evert Van Wickley, 
William Thatford, 
Anthony Ramson, 
John Noorstrout, 
Garret Lotting, 
Ludlam Smith, 
Samuel Forster, 
'Isaac Leffert, 
RuelofFDuryee, 
Johannes Polhemus, 
J. French, Esq.— 94. 



Nathaniel Smith, 
Ephraim Marston, 
J. Hendrickson, Jr., 
Othniel Smith, 
Samuel Smith. 
William Creed, 
Nehemiah Carpenter, ' 
John Skidmore, Jr., 
Thomas Denton, 
Bonj amin Everitt, 
John Van Loew, 
Benjamin Creed, 
Isaac Mills, 
Nicholas Smith, Jr., 
Benj. Hinckman, 
David Lamborson, 
Nathaniel Box, 
William Creed, "Jr., 
Ephraim Bayley, 
Obadiah Smith, 
Jacob Carpenter, 
Nehemiah Carpenter, 
Joshua Carpenter, 
Richard Roads, 
John Messenger, 
Joseph Robinson, 
Thomas Wiggins, 
Jacob Duryee. — 85. 



- BENEDICT ARNOLD TO THE ALBANY COMMITTEE. 

..." - Ticonderoga, May 22, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I take the liberty to advise you that, on 
the 13th instant, having proceeded from this place to St, 
John's, with a party of my Regiment, of thirty-five men, 
I surprised and took prisoners a sergeant and his party of 
twelve rnen7the King's sloop, 'of seventy tons'and seven 
men, mounted with two brass six-pounders, and in two 
hours after weighed anchor with the sloop, &c, and pro- 
ceeded for this place. Six leagues this side of St. John's, 
inetone Colonel Allen, with a party of near one hundred 
men, who were determined to proceed to St. John's, and 
make a stand there. Not being able to dissuade them from 
their rash design, I supplied them with provisions. They 
then proceeded to St._ John's, and the next morning were 
attacked by about two hundred Regulars, with six field- 
pieces,, and were obliged to make a precipitate retreat, with 
the loss" of three men killed or taken. The party arrived 
here last evening. 

I am .now fixing the sloop with six carriages and ten 
swivels; the schooner with four carriages and six swivels, 
and am determined to proceed to Crown Point, and make 
a stand there, in order to secure the cannon, near one hun- 
dred pieces, at that place.' We are in great want of a num- 
ber of seamen, gunners, carpenters, &c, for both vessels. 
Our safety, in a great measure, depends on them, (the .ves- 
sels,) as they will be able to command the lake, if properly 
manned. Encjpsedjs a list of men wanted immediately, 
which I b,e°; the favour of you, gentlemen, to ship and send. 



up here without loss of time, furnishing them with such 
things as you judge necessary. I have judicious able com- 
manders for both vessels, and want only mates, gunners, 
marines, &c. Annexed is the wages 1 propose giving, but 
must refer that to your direction ; and any sums you are 
kind enough to advance for the above purpose, 1 will giye 
a draft for on the Committee of Safety at Cambridge, being 
fully empowered for that purpose. We have only one 
hundred and fifty pounds of good powder for both vessels, 
and one hundred men. I have wrote repeatedly to Albany 
for powder, and must once niore entreat you, gentlemen, if 
not forwarded, to send me as soon as possible ten or twelve 
hundred weight of jiowder. If the seamen, he., are not 
to be procured at Albany, I beg the favour of you to for- 
ward this letter to. the Committee of Safety at New-York, 
and you will much oblige, gentlemen, your most obedient 
humble servant, Benedict Arnold, 

Commander at Ticonderoga. 
To the Committee of Safety at Albany. 



BENEDICT ARNOLD TO THE ASSEMBLY 0T TJONNECTICUT. 

Crown Point, May 23, 1775. 

Gentlemen: My last was of the 19th instant, per Cap- 
tain Oswald. I then advised you of my taking possession 
of the King's sloop, Sic, at St. John's, and that, on the 
18th instant, I met Colonel Allen, with eighty or one hun- 
dred men, who were proceeding to St. John's, with inten- 
tion to make a stand there ; and not being able to dissuade 
them from their rash purpose, I supplied them with pro- 
visions, &c. Yesterday he returned to Ticonderoga, with 
his party, and says, that on the evening of the 18th. he 
arrived at St. John's, and hearing of a detachment of men 
on the road from Montreal, lay in ambush for them; but 
his party being so much fatigued, when the detachment 
w r ere at about two miles distance, he thought proper to re- 
treat, and crossed the lake at St_. John's, where they con- 
tinued the night, and at dawn, of day were saluted with a 
discharge of grape-shot from six field-pieces, and a dis- 
charge of small arms from about two hundred Regulars. 
They made a precipitate retreat, and left three men behind. 
Immediately on this intelligence I proceeded for this place 
with the sloop and schooner, as well armed as possible un- 
der our circumstances, and eighty men, which, with the 
party here before, makes near one hundred and fifty men, 
with whom I am determined toTnake a stand here to secure 
the cannon, &c. As the Regulars have got advice of our 
strength and movements, I am apprehensive of their paying 
us a. visit, provided they can get batteaus from Montreal to 
St. John's. I shall make every possible preparation to give 
them a warm reception. We have plenty of ball of every 
kind, but have no more than one hundred and fifty pounds 
of powder here. I have wrote repeatedly to Albany for 
powder, and can get none. I must entreat you, gentlemen, 
to send me four or five hundred weight as soon as possible. 
Out of twenty -six barrels found here there is not one pound 
good. 

I am, with great esteem, gentlemen, your most obedient 
humble servant, Benedict Arnold. 

The Hon. General Assembly of Connecticut. 

P. S. This will be delivered you,' gentlemen, by Cap- 
tain Phelps, who has been very serviceable here, whpm I 
must refer you to for particulars, „Must beg leave to. ob- 
serve, I think it highly necessary for Connecticut to send 
here immediately fifteen hundred men aHeast, with good ' 
arms, ammunition, &;c. 

Gentlemen : Since writing the above, one of Colonel 
Allen's party, taken at St. John's, made bis escape on the 
19th instant, and says there were then four hundred Regu- 
lars at St. John's, making all possible preparation to cross 
the lake, and expected to be joined by a number of In- 
dians, with a design of retaking these places, Sic. I have 
sent to alarm the country for fifty miles below Skenes- 
borough, and fifty miles below Fort Qeorge> towards Al- 
bany. The men from that distance will be sufficient for 
the present, if we are well supplied with powder. We are 
making all possible preparation, and I hope, with the smiles 
of Providence, to keep our ground, if not overpowered by 
numbers, I am, gentlemen, yours, k.c., 
- . . .. - , B. Arnold. 
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BENEDICT ARNOLD TO CAPTAIN NOAH LEE. 

Crown Point, May 23, 17T5. 

Sir : I am this minute advised by one of Colonel Allen's 
party", who was taken prisoner and made his escape from 
St. John's on the 18th instant, that there were then arrived 
at that place four hundred Regulars, and more expected, 
besides the Indians, who were repairing the boats, with a 
design to cross the lake, and, if possible, to retake Crown 
Point .and. Ticonderoga. It is my hearty desire that every 
man within .fifty miles of Skenesborffugh, who can be of 
service, would immediately repair to Ticonderoga or Crown 
Point, and bring all the powder that can be found, and as 
many spades, pick-axes, Bnd hoes, as they have. Let this 
letter be forwarded down the country, that they may send 
tip provisions to supply the families of the upper Towns, 
who are obliged to come forward this way. Let them bring 
all the good arms they have. 

Benedict Arnold, Commander-in-Chief. 

Captain Noah Lee. 

P. S, We have only one hundred and fifty men here 
and at Ticonderoga. 



ALBANY COMMITTEE TO THE COMMITTEE OF PALATINE 
DISTRICT. 

Committee-Chajnber, Albany, May 23, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We received yours of the 21st instant, 
and can assure you that we sympathise with you in your 
distressed and distracted situation ; but at the same, time 
must rejoice to find you so warmly engaged amidst the op- 
position you meet with, in the grand plan of operation gene- 
rally, nay almost universally adopted through the Colonies, 
for the preservation of our liberty, and security of our pro- 
perty. Enclosed you have a copy of a letter we have 
sent to Colonel Guy Johnson. __ We have sent also a Com- 
mittee to join a Committee from Schenectady to wait upon 
him to know the reasons of his military preparations, and 
the source from, whence those apprehensions he has from 
an assault from the New-England people arose ; an answer 
to the speech of the Indian speech, (a copy of which you 
have enclosed,) and an interpreter to translate it for him, 
and to make the Indians sensible of the nature of. the dis- 
pute between the Mother Country and the Colonies. 

You' complain of a .scarcity of ammunition amongst you. 
We are" very sorry that though there was a free communi- 
cation betvveen you and us, we have it not in our power at 
present to afford you any assistance in that particular, as 
the New-England people have carried off almost every 
pound of powder that can be spared, though we under- 
stand that the Committee of Schenectady have some ; but 
be assured that we will afford you every assistance that is 
" in our power to give, and shall rejoice to walk hand in 
hand with you in every thing that shall tend to your par- 
ticular advantage in so critical a situation, and promote the 
grand the general cause, which thousands of our neigh- 
bouring brethren are strenuously supporting, at the expense 
of their lives and estates. We cannot at present advise 
you, to force a direct communication between, you and us, 
as it may be attended with bad consequences, and perhaps 
it may be effected without such a risk as you must run iff 
the attempt. 

We have heard, several weeks ago, that Colonel Guy 
Johnson had appointed last winter to have a general Con- 
gress vvith the Indians this spring. We have wrote a letter 
to the Reverend Samuel Kirkland, missionary among the 
Oneida Indians, to use his influence with them to maintain 
peace and JLarmony with the white people. 



and extinguish our council fire ; for what reason we know 
not. 

Brothers : We desire you would inform us, if you know 
of any such design on foot, whether by the New-England 
people, or in your vicinity, and not deceive us in this mat- 
ter, for the consequence will be important and extensive. 

Brothers: We shall support and defend our Superin- 
tendent, and not see our council fire extinguished. We 
have no Inclination or purpose of interfering in the dispute 
betvveen Old England and Boston ; the white people may 
settle their own quarrels between themselves ; we shall 
never meddle in those matters, or be the aggressors, if .we 
are let alone. We have, for a long time, lived in great 
peace with one 'another, and we wish ever to continue so ; 
but should our Superintendent be taken from us, we dread 
the consequences ; the whole Confederacy would resent it, 
and all their allies; and as reports now are, We should, not 
know where to find our enemies ; the innocent might fajl 
with the guilty. We are so desirous of maintaining peace, 
that we are unwilling the Six Nations should know the 
bad reports spread amongst us, and threats given out. 

Brothers : We desire you will satisfy us as to your 
knowledge of the foundation of these reports, and what 
your nevys is, and not deceive us in. a matter of so much 
importance. Abraham, Chief. 

[Interpreted by Samuel Kirkland, Missionary, May 20, 
1775.] 

An Answer to a Speech of Little Abraham, a Mohawk, to 
the Magistrates and Committee of the Town of Schenec- 
tady, and Mayor, Corporation, and Committee of the 
City of Albany: 

Brothers : We are sorry that any reports spread 
amongst you should alarm you or make you uneasy. ~We 
know, of no troops or companies coming from any quarter 
to molest you, or to apprehend and take away by violence 
your Superintendent, or extinguish your council fire. We 
have not heard, nor do we know, the New-England people 
ever intended to molest you or your Superintendent ; nor 
do we believe it ; for they are our friends, and they are 
your friends, and will do neither of us injury. 

Brothers : We cannot, however, 'pass over in silence 
what probably may have given, rise, to such. reports. We 
understand that two persons passing on their own business, 
were detained by your Superintendent, they being New- 
England men, which is against our laws ; perhaps this, may 
have occasioned the report. 

Brothers : We are extremely well satisfied to learn that 
you have no inclination '.br purpose to interfere in the dis- 
pute between Old England md America, for you must 
not understand that it is with Boston a|one ; it is between 
Old England and all her Colonies; the people. here are 
oppressed by Old England, and she sends over Troops 
among us to destroy us ; this is the reason our people are 
all in alarm to defend themselves. They intend no hostilities 
against you ; do you continue peaceable, and you need 
apprehend no danger ; it is a dispute wherein you have 
nothing to do ; don't you disturb any of our people, and 
depend uporr it they will leave you iff peace. 

Brothers: As we have always lived in strict friendship, 
so we mean to continue to live in peace, not Only with our 
brethren, the Mohawks, but all the Six Nations, for which 
reason we desire our brethren to give ear to no reports that 
may prevail. You can at any time satisfy yourselves more 
fully, if you choose to send. down to us one or more of your 
Nation, any of whom we shall always be glad to see,, to 
talk with them on these affairs.. 



A Speech of the Mohawks to the Magistrates and Com- 
mittee of the Town of Schenectady, and. Mayor, Cor- 
poration, and Committee of the City of Albany, &c, 
delivered by Little Abraham : 

Brothers: Our present situation. is very disagreeable 
and alarming, what we never expected ; therefore desire to' 
know what is designed by the reports that are spread amongst 
us. We hear that companies and troops are coming from 
one quarter to another, to molest us ; particularly, that a 
large body are hourly expected from New-England to ap- 
prehend and take away by violence our Superintendent 



Answer of the Mohawks to the Speech of the Magis- 
trates, &c, of Albany and Schenectady. 

Guy Park, May 25, 1775. 

Present: Gysbert Marselis, Peter P.. Schuyler, John 

, Visher, John Roseboom, Chris. Yates, of the Committee, 

Colonel Johnson, Superintendent, Colonel Daniel Claus, 

William Allen, Esquire, of Philadelphia, with several 

other gentlemen. .._;. ' ...;'". 

Abraham, Chief of the Mohawks, Speaker. 

Brothers : We are glad to meet you here at this our 

fire-place, where we meet to transact, business. You aie 



mm 



343 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, he, MAY, 1775. 



844 



our old friends, and we heard you came now to answer our 
. speech. We have attended to your answer, and now ac- 
quaint you that the reports we had rendered it necessary to 
send you such a speech, to prevent the dangerous conse- 
quences that might ensue. 

We are extremely glad to hear your speech, which is 
very peaceable, and it gives us pleasure, because. we would 
not willingly quarrel with a people with whom we have 
been so long at peace ; and this must have happened, if 
the news we heard had been tine ; for we have but one 
head, and that is Colonel Johnson, our Superintendent. 
We heard that there were designs against him, and we must 
protect him ; we cannot do without him ; so that if there 
are no designs against him, we shall be easy in our minds ; 
for though we have long heard of disputes between the. 
English and the people here, we do not think proper to 
interfere. 

You all know that during Sir William Johnson's life- 
time,_and since, we have been peaceably disposed ; but we 
were greatly alarmed at the report of a. design against Col- 
onel Johnson; for he is our property, and we shall not part 
with him. We desire you will hearken to us, and that you 
will believe we speak our minds. We likewise. hope you 
are sincere. But one thing alarms us much, and we hope 
it is not true. There was a report that you have stopped 
some powder; you know we get this and other things from 
our Superintendent ; and we are hunters, and must have 
powder. If we lived as you do, it would not have been 
so great a loss; but we must have ammunition, and if it is 
stopped, we shall have reason to doubt your sincerity, and 
to suspect that you do not .regard us or our words. We 
have both given fair assurances, and hope no doubt remains 
between; us, otherwise it might be bad. We are pleased 
to hear you say that you are willing to communicate freely 
with us; this we like, and this is the place where we do 
business; we will at all times listen to whoever you send 
here, in the presence of our Superintendent. This is the 
truth, brothers, and agreeable to the customs of our ances- 
tors, which we shall follow. 

The gentlemen of the Committee, after retiring for some 
little time, returned and gave the following Answer: 
Brothers : We are very glad to hear you speak, and 
hear you confirm the old friendship of our forefathers, which 
we intend to abide by, and thank you for the same. 

Brothers: The reports you have heard of in regard to 
the powder, we also hope to be false, and assure you that 
we shall acquaint, on our return, our old and wise men 
about the same, and do our endeavours to prevent any such 
thjngs for the future; and you' may depend upon it, that 
whenever we have any business with you, that we shall 
apply here at your council fire, where we hope to meet 
you in the presence of your Superintendent; and that we 
shall always keep the communication free and open as is 
usual. 

To which the Mohawk answered : 

Brothers : We are glad both our speeches are so 
agreeable, and hope that you are not" surprised to hear us 
say we cannot spare Colonel Johnson ; for besides his beino- 



a true state of the measures taken by said Colony ; and 
to cultivate the friendship and harmony which subsists be- 
tween this Province and that Colony :-"_we therefore, take 
the liberty, through you, to communicate the business of 
our appointment to the Provincial Convention of this Prov- 
ince, and to inform them that we are at Mrs. Blau's, op- 
posite the Exchange, and should esteem it a favour to be 
furnished from time to time with accounts of the steps taken 
by the Convention, " that respect the general cause of the 
British Colonies ;" and that we are ready, on our part, " to 
communicate a true state of the measures adopted by the 
Colony of Connecticut," and to use all means in our 
power " to cultivate and improve the friendship subsisting 
between this Province and said Colony." 

We are, Sir, your most obedient humble servants, 

Nathaniel Wales, 
Thaddetjs Burr, 
Pierpont Edwards. 
Peter Van Bmgh Livingston, Esq. 



JOHN HANCOCK, PRESIDENT, TO TTEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, May 26, 1775, 

Sir: I enclose you the Resojves of the Continental 
Congress respecting the measures they conceive more im- 
mediately necessary for the defence and safety of your 
City and Province, and which, it is expected, will be car- 
ried into execution with all possible despatch, and with as 
much secresy, as to the particular operations intended, as 
the nature of the service will possibly admit of. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient '.Bumble, servant, 

John Hancock, President. 
To the President of the Provincial Congress New- York. 

In Congress, May 25, 1775. 
Resolved, That a Post be immediately taken and forti- 
fied at or near King's Bridge, in the Colony of New- York ; 
that the ground be chosen with a particular view to pre- 
vent the communication between the City of New-York 
and the country from being interrupted by land. 

2. Resolved, That a Post be also taken in the High- 
lands on each side of Hudson's River, and Batteries erect- 
ed in such manner as will most effectually prevent any 
vessels passing, that may be sent to harass the inhabitants 
on the.border of said river ; and that experienced persons 
be immediately sent to examine said river, in order to dis- 
cover where it will be most advisable and proper to obstruct 
the navigation. 

3. That the Militia of New- York be armed and trained, 
and in constant readiness to act at a moment's warning' 
and that a number of men be immediately embodied and 
kept in that City, and so disposed of as to give protection 
to the inhabitants in case any insult should be offered 
by the Troops that may land there, and to prevent any 
attempts that may be made to gain possession of the Citv, 
and interrupt its intercourse with the country. * ' 

4. That it be left to the Provincial Congress of Neic- 
York to determine the number of men sufficient to occupy 
the several Posts above mentioned, and also that already 



our Superintendent, the love we have for the memory of recommended to be taken at or neariaAre George, as well 



Sir William Johnson, and the obligations the whole Six 
Nationsave under to him, must make us regard and pro- 
tect every branch of his family, whom we include in our 
speech. ,. ■ . • 

We now find there have been several false reports on 
both sides ; we hope that concerning the powder is one of 
them ; we shall therefore explain thesame truly to the rest 
_of our Confederacy, and we expect that you will, on your 
part, explain the truth immediately to all the white people 
east and west, as we mean to do the same among the In- 
dians. .':... 



COMMITTEE FROM CONNECTICUT TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS." 

--"■■■■- New. York, May 24, 1775. 

Sir: The House of Representatives of the Colony 
of Connecticut have appointed us a Committee on their . 
behalf to wait on the," Provincial Convention of this Prov- 
ince, in order to procure intelligence of the measures 
that may be adopted by said Convention, respecting the 
common cause, of the British Colonies; to communicate 



as to guard the City, provided the whole do not exceed 
the number of three thousand men, to be commanded by- 
such officers, as. shall be thereunto appointed by the Pro- 
vincial Congress, and to be governed by such rules and 
regulations as shall be established by said Congress, until 
further order is taken by this Congress ; provided also, 
that if the said Provincial .Congress should be of opinion 
that the number proposed will not be sufficient for the 
several services above recommended, that the said Con- 
gress report their sentiments upon'this subject to this Con- 
gress as soon as may be.. ."_ .,_.. . , A _ 

5. That it be recommended to the said Provincial Con- 
gress', that, in raising those forces, they allow no bounties or 
clothing, and that their pay shall not exceed the establish- 
ment of the New-England Colonie.s 1 . 

6. That it be further recommended to the Provincial 
Congress aforesaid, that the Troops be enlisted to serve 
until the last day of December next, unless this Congress 
shall direct that they be sooner disbanded. '" ' ° 

7. That it be recommended to the Congress aforesaid 
to persevere the more vigorously in preparing for their 
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defence, as it is very uncertain whether the earnest endea- 
vours nf the Congress to accommodate the Unhappy dif- 
ferences between Great Britain and the Colonies, by con- 
ciliatory measures, will be successful. 
A true copy from the minutes: 

Charles Thomson, Secretary. 



CONGRESS OP NEW-JERSEY TO NEW- YORK CONGRESS. 

In Provincial Congress, New-Jersey, Trenton, ) 
May 26, 1775. '{ 

Gentlemen: We, the Deputies appointed by the inha- 
bitants of this Province, to meet in Provincial Congress, 
are now convened here for the purpose of pursuing such 
measures as may be thought expedient in the present un- 
happy situation to which the Colonies are reduced, and 
which the peculiar exigencies of the times may require. 
As nothing can tend more to ensure success to the steps 
that may at .this critical juncture be adopted by the several 
Provinces, than a uniform plan of conduct, we conceived 
it necessary to look up to the Continental Congress for 
their advice and direction, which we have accordingly 
applied for, and hope soon to receive. We also think of 
consequence, that a correspondence should be established 
with you, and our other sister Colonies, and a free com- 
munication be had from time to time of such measures as 
may be judged most conducive to the interest of the com- 
mon cause ; and request that we may be favoured with 
such intelligence as may occur to you worthy of attention, 
and of which our situation may probably deprive us. 

We are, gentlemen, your humble servants, 

Hendrick Fisher, President. 
To the Provincial Congress of New- York. 



SAMUEL TUDER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of New- 
York. 
The Petition of Samuel Tuder, Captain, and the other 
Officers of the Independent Company of Artillery in 
the City of New-York, humbly sheweth: 
That they have made considerable progress in forming, 
training and exercising the said company ; and flatter them- 
selves that, if properly supplied, they may, at this critical 
period prove of signal service to the Province. There are 
no carriages for even such cannon as they have pitched 
on to use until brass field-pieces be provided. Quite des- 
titute of ammunition, and the necessary apparatus, they 
cannot exert themselves with that effect for the defence of 
the Colony, which they are. emulous of. contributing to. 
They therefore pTay you will take the matter into consi- 
deration, and grant such relief in the premises as you in 
your wisdom shall think fit. Samuel Tuder,.' 

In behalf of the Independent Company of Artillery. 
New- York, May 36, 1775. 



request that its determination may be so postponed as to. 
furnish an opportunity of acquainting you with ourmore 
mature sentiments on this most important point. 

We beg leave, through our Delegates, to inform the 
grand representative body of the Continent, that we have, 
in the best. manner in our power, executed their order to 
the Committee of New-York and Albany, respecting the 
Post at Ticonderoga, and for further satisfaction, inclose 
copies of our proceedings on that subject. 

We are, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your,most 
obedient humble servants. 



EXTRACTS OF INTERCEPTED LETTERS, ENCLOSED IN A 
LETTER FROM THE ALBANY COMMITTEE TO PROVINCIAL 
CONGRESS OF NEW-YORK, DATED MAY 26, 1775. 

Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant George Cupbarge, 
of the Twenty-Sixth Regiment, to Mr. Cupbarge, at 
Belleville, in Ireland, dated at Montreal, Is* of 
May, 1775. " _ 

" I am apt to think our Regiment will be sent very soon 
to serve against the rebellious New-Englanders." 

Extract of a Letter from Randle Meredith, dated 
Montreal, 2d May, 1775, to Mr, John Rowe, Mer- 
chant in Boston. 

" I am sorry to find the Government intend to put their 
detestable measures in execution. God only knows the 
event. I feel for your situation, tut yet have some faint 
hopes a plan of reconciliation may be adopted before blood 
is spilt. The English in this country are in a. deplorable 
situation, being deprived of all their liberties and privileges, 
and are afraid to speak or act relative to publick affairs. 
Our brethren below must pity us, and our only hopes are, 
that if Providence ordains that they succeed In their just 
demands, they will then exert themselves to obtain redress 
for us, our wills being good, but dare not act, being few in 
number, and our little attempts have been treated with dis- 
dain by the tools of power at home." 

An anonymous Letter to Mr. Gomus, at Boston, dated 
Caldwell Place, %6th April, 1775. 

" There is a passage, that the Gpvernour's Commission 
was read on Monday, and that lie has power to raise a 
Canadian Regiment, and send it where he pleases." 

Extract of a Letter dated Quebeck, April 21th, 1775, 
from John McCord to. Lieutenant. James Pettegrew, 
of the Tenth Regiment. 

" We are impatient for the Packet ; there are rumours 
here of bad news ; have heavy fears for our friends at Bos- 
ton on both sides the question/ I pray God to grant peace 
on almost any terms. The blood oLBritish subjects is very 
precious; would gladly hope a method will still be found 
out to prevent the spilling of any."' 



LETTER FROM THE NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO THEIR DELE- 
GATES IN THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

New-York, May 26, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Upon considering the present state of 
these Colonies, it naturally occured to this Congress that 
an uncommon levy of money will soon be necessary for 
Continental service, and that therefore an universal paper 
currency may probably become the subject of consider- 
ation in your respectable body. To this scheme it may 
naturally be objected, that it will be imprudent in one Col- 
ony to interpose its credit for the others. On the other 
hand, it is clearly impossible to raise any sum adequate to 
the service, by tax; and. the necessary intercourse of ex- 
penditures throughout the Colonies will be obstructed by 
separate emissions on the respective credits of the several 
Colonies, which cannot, in. their nature, gain universal cir- 
culation. We have this important subject under serious 
deliberation, and are still at a loss for the best expedient 
most effectually to answer the purpose. We have there- 
fore appointed a Committee of our body to give it their 
closest attention, and to report their opinion to us with all 
possible despatch ; the result of which, and our final re- 
solution thereon, we shall communicate to you without loss 
of time, In the mean time, should this matter l>e now in 
contemplation in the Continental Congress, we earnestly 



ABRAHAM LOTT TO NEW- YORK CONGRESS. 

Mr. Lott having received an order from the Purser of 
His Majesty's Ship Asia to supply the said ship with sun- 
dry provisions, takes the liberty herewith to hand the same, 
and to request the favour, that the Honourable Congress 
will be pleased to signify their opinion, whether the order 
shall be complied with, and whether he shall be.at liberty 
to supply the said ship with such other provisions as she 
may from time to time have occasion for, for her own use, 
during her stay in this Colony. 

City of New-York, May 97, 1775. 

To the Provincial Congress of New- York. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Hartford, May 27, A. D. 1775. 
Gentlemen : The General Assembly of this Colony, 
now sitting in this place, having received intelligence of 
the imminent danger of the people at Ticonderoga and 
Crown Point, by reason of a threatened attack from the 
Province of Quebeck, in a letter from Colonel Arnold, 
who, at present, commands there, of the.. 23d instant, a 
copy of which we send you enclosed, which may deprive 
the Colonies of those important posts, before the resolve 
of the Continental Congress respecting them could be car- 
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i;ied into execution in your Prov'rnce ; have, from the press- 
ing and urgent necessity of the case, given orders that 
five hundred pound? of powder should be sent there, and 
that four companies of one hundred men each should march 
immediately for support and defence of the men there, and 
for the security and defenee of the artillery and stores there, 
until they may be removed and secured agreeable to the 
resolve of the Continental Congress, or until relieved by 
your Province. 

This Assembly acquiesce in the resolve of Congress, 
that puts the said fortresses under the direction of the 
Province of New- York ; and in the steps they "have now 
taken, would by no means be considered as invading the 
Province, or intermeddling with the service entrusted to the 
Province of New- York ; but, as they first had the intelli- 
gence of their danger, and had Troops ready which might 
be spared for the present, they thought it their duty to pro- 
vide against the present danger until you might be advised 
. of their situation, and take such measures as your wisdom 
and prudence shall suggest for their safety and defence. " 
I am, in behalf of the General Assembly of Connecticut, 
tvith great truth and regard, gentlemen, your most obedient 
and humble. servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 

The Honourable Provincial Congress of New- York. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO NEW- YORK CONGRESS. 

;_V... : • ■ .. Hartford, May 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen i Your faVour of the 25th instant, May, 
came safe per Mr. Brown. This Assembly have entered 
into the consideration of its contents, and have come into 
the following resolutions in consequence thereof: 

That one thousand men, (including those four compa- 
nies which were before sent forward,) under command of 
Colonel Benjamin Binman, march as soon as possible to 
Ticonderoga and Crown Point, for the support and de- 
fence of those fortresses ; and that they there continue till 
they are relieved by the Province of New-York, or are 
otherwise ordered by this Assembly. That Colonel Hin- 
man take the command of our troops destined to those 
stations. That the troops be furnished with one pound of 
powder and three pounds of bullets to each soldier. That 
Colonel Hinmqn beordered to keep up the strictest vigi- 
lance to prevent any hostile incursion from being made 
into the settlements of the Province of Quebcck; and that 
the Provincial Congresses of New- York and Massachu- 
setts-Bay be advised of these measures, and the New- 
York Congress be requested to forward the necessary sup- 
plies for said troops, and such further supplies of ammuni- 
tion as they shall judge necessary. . 

The above transactions will manifest the readiness with 
which this Assembly liaje complied with your desires. I 
am, with great truth and regard, in behalf of the Govern- 
our and Company of Connecticut, gentlemen, your most 
obedient humble servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 

To the Provincial Congress of New- York. 



BENEDICT ARNOLD TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Ticonderoga, May 29, 1775. 

Memorandum of Men, SfC, wanted for the ensuing sum- 
mer, viz : 1200 men, including B. Arnold's Regiment of 
'400 men : 100 men of the train of artillery : 10 caulkers : 
.25 ship-carpenters : 2 gun-smiths: 2 surgeons, and their 
mates: 20 men for ten teams: 20 masons and black- 
smiths : 25 house-carpenters — the latter may doubtless be 
found among the privates who enlist, except the master 
workmen : 1 00 tents, with proper equipage : 600 hatchets : 
100 narrow axes: 50 broad axes: 50 pickaxes: 200 spades: 
200 wooden shovels, shod: 50 hoes: 100 camp kettles: 
200 wooden canteens : arms, blankets, Sic, for the men. 

I observe the Committee of New- York intend forwarding 
a number of articles, for" which reason I have omitted them. 

Sundry necessaries for transporting the Cannon over Lake 
George, viz : 
To be built on Lake George, 2 flat-bottom boats, forty 
feet long, twelve wide, and four deep, with strong knees, 
well, timbered, and of four-inch oak plank — these may ' 
be built at Sparden's, where there is timber and a saw 



mill handy : 1 flat-bottom boat, of same size and construc- 
tion, to go between Ticonderoga and the Landing, or Lake 
Champlain: 4 gins, the triangles fifteen feet long — the 
wood may be procured here : 8 falls for the gins, of three 
and a half inch white rope, made of the best hemp : I 
coil two and a half inch rope, 1 coil two inch rope, 1 coil 
one and a half inch rope, 100 fathoms each : 4 pieces 
raven duck : 10 barrels pitch : 4 barrels tar : 500 pounds 
oakum; 40 pounds sewing twine: 10 dozen sail and roll 
rope needles : 1 dozen palms : 3 seines, thirty fathoms long, 
capped twelve feet and arms six feet deep, made of large 
twine, the meshes one and a half inches wide, which will 
probably supply the Army with fish, as they are very 
plenty and good : 1 barrel twenty penny nails : 1 barrel 
ten penny nails : 1 barrel four penny nails : 2 dozen nail 
hammers, with other necessary tools for the house and 
ship carpenters — iron may be supplied from Skene.s- 
borough; steel will be wanted — 4 pair strong wheels, 
wanted between Lakes George and Champlain, that will 
carry three tons weight : 4 pair strong wheels wanted at 
Fort George. 

N. B. Common cart wheels will answer (if good) for 
most of the small cannon : there will probably be wanted 
at Fort George, 10 good teams of four yoke of oxen each, 
to bring up provisions, &c, and take such cannon and 
mortars to Albany as may be wanted by our Army at New- 
York or Cambridge : 8 yoke of good oxen will be want- 
ed at Ticonderoga — these may probably be procured in 
the neighbourhood, of which Colonel Webb may inform 
himself. Benedict Arnold, 

Colonel and Commd't at Ticonderoga, 8,-c. 



Secretary of Stated Office, Whitehall, May 30, 1775. 

A report having been spread, and an account having 
been printed and published, of a skirmish between some o°f 
the people in the Province of Massachusetts-Bay and a 
detachment of his Majesty's troops, it is proper to inform 
the publick, that no advices have as yet been received in 
the American Department of any such event. 

There is reason to believe that there are despatches 
from General Gage on board the Sukey, Captain Brown, 
which, though she sailed four days before the vessel that 
brought the printed accounts, is not yet arrived.* 



LETTER FROM ARTHUR LEE. 

London, Tuesday, May 30, 1775. 

As a doubt of the authenticity of the account from Sa- 
lem, touching an engagement between the King's Troops 
and the Provincials in the Massachusetts-Bay* may arise 

* London, June 1, 1775.— The publick are requested to attend ono 
moment to the conduct of Ministry, and they will forcveT detest their 
duplicity. A massacre is attempted by the King's mercenaries in 
America; the peaceable inhabitants of the Town of Concord are 
wantonly fired on, and many are inhumanly murdered. Ministry, 
unable to contest the proofs adduced in confirmation of this infamous 
transaction, caused the foregoing paragraph to be inserted in the Ga- 
zette. 

To what does this shuffling State production amount? Is the Ame. 
rican massacre less true because no accounts of it have been received 
at the Secretary's Office ? Is this a time to talk of departments, when 
human blood, when the blood of our brethren is poured out like water 
by a detachment of his Majesty's troops? Are we to pay attention to 
trivial formalities, when the sword is drawn, and the hands of the 
King's troops are uplifted to cut the throats of our brethren 1 Is 
this a time to talk of the routine of office? If the news received 
of a detachment of his Majesty's troops having glutted themselves 
with blood, if this news is untrue, why do Ministry not contradict it ' 
And, if it be true, what have they to say? Shall we adopt their Ian. 
guage, and call a bloody massacre a trifling skirmish T~ Or are we 
not to believe that either massacre or skirmish hath happened, be- 
cause the American Department hath not as yet received those advices 
trom General Gage which are on board the Sukey ? The matter of fact 
is, that Ministry are so confounded at the arrival of the news, that it 
will, require some time before they can furbish up their account of the 
matter. Bronzed as they are, and now all over besprinkled with the blood 
of our brethren, it still requires some time before facts can bo falsified 
or the truth wholly explained away. The Court Gazette may talk of 
advices on board the Sukey, (which will never arrive,) but there are 
bettor advices which have arrived, wherein it is mcontestably pro ved 
that the King's troops have pillaged the houses, set fire to the stores 
and slaughtered the inhabitants of the Town of Concord. That a de' 
tachment of his Majesty's regular troops, after a commission of these 
crimes, should he forced to run away and shelter under the guns of a 
man-of-war, was rather an unfortunate circumstance. If a wish re 
mams to be accomplished, it is, that in ca!se a similar Massacre should 
be attempted, an English man-of-war may nofbe disgraced by afford- 
ing protection to a banditti who are enlisted into his Majesty's service 
for other purposes than that of butchering his_subjeets. 
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from a paragraph in the Gazette of this evening, I desire 
to inform all those who wish to see the original affidavits 
which confirm that account, that they are deposited at the 
Mansion House, with the Right Honourable the Lord 
Mayor, for their inspection. Arthur Lee, 

Agent for the House of Representatives of the 
Massachusetts-Bay . 



JAMES EASTON TO THE PROVINCIAL CONGRE5S, C6MM1T TEE 
OF SAFETY, AND COUNCIL OF WAR, IN CAMBRIDGE AND 
WATERTOWN, MASS. 

Pittsfield, May 30, 1775. 

May it please your Honours : When I arrived ex- 
press from Ticonderoga to the honourable Provincial 
Congress and Committee of Safety at Watertovm and 
Cambridge, I represented to those two honourable Boards 
that the reduction of that important fortress had took its 
rise in the General Court of the Colony of Connecticut, as 
it was also mentioned in the letter from Captain Mott to 
those two honourable Boards aforesaid ; upon which the 
Congress passed a resolve, and the President of the Con- 
gress was ordered to write to the said General Assembly, 
desiring them to garrison and fortify those late acquisitions, 
and also to bring down some of the cannon to our head 
quarters at Cambridge. When I arrived at the Assem- 
bly and delivered the letter to the Governour, his Honour 
told me that the Assembly had not, as an Assembly, taken 
the matter up, but that it had its origin in private persons 
belonging to the Assembly. However, it was immediately 
attended to, and a Committee of both Houses was appoint- 
ed to take the matter under consideration, and did so, but 
did not report till Captain Mott came from the Continental 
Congress with the approbation of that honourable body in 
the .taking and. maintaining the fortress aforesaid. The 
Council have detained me. till farther intelligence can be 
had from the Congress at ]\ew- York, and Mr. Shephard 
is sent in my stead. I am, however, sent on my way with 
all haste for Ticonderoga, without receiving said intelli- 
gence, on account of the great danger that fortress is in of 
being besieged in a short time. By order of the aforesaid 
Assembly, I have sent forward five hundred pounds of 
powder under a proper guard, and shall this day hasten 
after it with all expedition. 

I expect no provision from Connecticut will be made for 
me and the men that were with me from this Province at 
the taking of said fort, which were about fifty, and about 
one hundred who have gone as a re-enforcement, except the 
paying them till about this time. Though Connecticut 
will raise men, and assist in the defence of that fortress, yet 
they expect that our Congress will properly officer and or- 
ganize the men they send, and also pay them. 

It is agreed on all hands the fortress must be maintain- 
ed, as it is of infinite importance to the general cause. I 
have no doubt but very violent attempts will soon be made 
to wrest it out of our hands. As I have about one hundred 
and fifty men now at that fort, and shall be able to fill up a 
Regiment in a few days' time, I would, just hint to your 
Honours, that I should be willing to serve my Country in 
the capacity I stand in at home, as head of a Regiment 
on this northern expedition. Should, you see fit to gratify 
me with the command of a Regiment for the fortifying and 
garrisoning said fortress, you may depend on my most 
faithful exertions to defend it to the last extremity, against 
the whole weight of Canada, and most punctual observance 
of all your orders. And I shall be ready to make such 
farther acquisitions as shall be in my power, consistent 
with wisdom and prudence, for the safety of what are al- 
ready made, that you in your wisdom shall direct. 

As to other regimental officers, Capt. Israel Dickenson 
and John Brown, Esq., have distinguished themselves very 
highly, both in council and action, and in my humble opinion 
are well qualified to command in the field. In a word, gen- 
tlemen, what is how wanted is, that you put that fortress into 
the best posture of defence, in conjunction with Connecti- 
cut ; that you properly officer one or more Regiments, as 
there must be order and command in all armies; that you 
nominate a Commander-in-Chief, and forward pay with all 
expedition., I hope to receive an answer to this without 
any unnecessary delay. Should you see fit to appoint a 
Chaplain to attend us, I recommend to you the Reverend 
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Thomas Allen, of this place, as a suitable person, who is 
well known to General Pomeroy. I am, gentlemen, your 
humble servant, James Easton. 

To the honourable Provincial Congress at Watertown, and 
the honourable Committee of Safety at Cambridge. 

N. B. It is necessary that provisions for the Troops be 
provided immediately, and also a number of military laws 
lately made by the Congress. J. E. 

NEW-YORK DELEGATES TO PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, May 30, 1775. 
Gentlemen: We received your favour of the 26th in- 
stant, and have the pleasure of informing you that the 
manner in which you have executed your trust was very 
acceptable to the Congress, to whom we communicated it. 
We shall pay a particular attention to what you say on the 
subject of a paper currency, since we are we] 1 apprized 
both of its difficulty and importance ; and we wish you to be 
speedy in your determinations upon it, as it may throw 
some light upon the subject that we may otherwise want. 
You see by the order of the Congress beretofore.sent you, 
that they have trusted to your prudence the appointment 
of officers. As we have the pleasure to hear that the prin- 
cipal people in every County have stepped forth on this 
important occasion, we make no doubt that they will con- 
tinue the same conduct, and not refuse to accept those 
commands which we imagine you wilHee the propriety of 
placing in no other hands, both on account of the influence 
they will have among yourselves, and the effect it may 
probably have in England. If, gentlemen, there is any 
thing that you may think serviceable to you, either on the 
subject of the above resolves, or any other, you will oblige 
us by a free communication of your thoughts upon the 
same, to which, you may be persuaded, we will pay the 
greatest deference. We would just hint, that if there are 
any Counties in which no Committees have been chosen, 
as we are informed there are, that it would be proper to 
recommend that they be immediately elected, as the num- . 
bers interested will give strength to the cause. We observe 
that Tryon County has not sent Deputies to your Conven- 
tion, and would submit it to your consideration, whether it 
would not be proper to send them a message, suggesting 
the inconvenience attending such conduct, and the necessity 
it will lay you under of breaking off all connexion with 
them. 

We should be glad to have a particular account, from 
you of any measures that you may have taken to establish 
Port Beder. And are, gentlemen, with great respect, 
your most obedient humble servants, 

Jas. Duane, Lewis Morris, 
John Alsop, Robt. Livingston, J un, 
Geo. Clinton, Phil. Livingston, 
To the Provincial. Congress of New.- York, 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO THE ALBANY COMMITTEE. 

Hartford, May 30, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Your, favour of the 27th inst., by express, 
came safe to hand ; the contents have been duly considered, 
and in reply have the pleasure to' acquaint you that we had 
before received the resolve of the Congress of New- York, 
with their request to send forward some forces to the north- 
ward, to keep those important posts, until such time as 
they might be relieved by Troops from your Colony. We 
have accordingly ordered one thousand Troop?, under 
command of Colonel Hinman, to march immediately to 
■Ticonderoga and Crown Point, furnished with one pound 
of powder and three pounds of ball to each sokher, to con- 
tinue there until relieved by the Province of New- York, 
or are otherwise ordered ; also, sent forward, under the care 
of Colonel Easton, of Pittsfield, five hundred weight of 
powder for those fortresses, and forwarded advice of our 
doings to the Provincial Congresses, both at Massachusetts 
and New- York, just before the receipt of your letter, 
which renders it unnecessary your express should go for- 
ward to the Congress at Massachusetts-Bay. Colonel 
Hinman is directed to exercise the greatest vigilance that 
no incursions be made into the Province of Quebeck, to 
disturb the inhabitants there. It is hoped that the Provin- 
cial Congress atNeiv- York will forward supplies of provi- 
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sions, and whatever may be thought necessary; and that 
the people in your Province, who are under the best ad- 
vantage, from their situation, will spare no endeavours that 
may be beneficial to preserve peace and harmony with the 
Indians, and prevent their taking part against us, but rather 
that they take part for the security of the liberties of these 
Colonies, wliereon their own happiness so much depends. 

I am, with great truth and regard, in behalf of the Gov- 
ernour and Company of the Colony of Connecticut, gentle- 
men, your obedient and humble servant, 

Jonathan Trumbull. 
Satn'l Stringer, Esq., Chairman of Committee at Albany. 



JONATHAN PARSONS, JUN., TO THE NEW- YORK COMMITTEE. 
St. John's, Newfoundland, May 30, 1775. 

- Gentlemen : As liberty is the blessing, and ought to be 
the care of all men, I need no other apology for this letter, 
than to acquaint you I am an American, of Newbury port, 
New-England. On my arrival here, the 19th instant, 
from the Mediterranean, I was informed of the care you 
had taken with regard to the exportation of bread and flour 
to this Island, especially in the instance of Capt. Taverner, 
commander of a ship belonging to Isaac and Benjamin 
■ Lester, of Pool, in England, and loaded by T. Beach, of 
New-York ; which Lesters are noted enemies to American 
liberty, as appears by the petition of the Town of Pool 
for an exclusive right to the fishery on the Banks of New- 
foundland, he., of which petition 1 am informed they were 
• the principal promoters, the contents of which you have 
undoubtedly seen. I am able to inform you that, notwith- 
standing your care relative to said ship, she arrived the 
24th instant at Trinity, in this Island ; and the necessities 
of the people here for bread and flour are so great, that I 
doubt not you will have numbers of vessels on your, coast, 
under various pretexts, to get bread and flour to supply 
them. They are now at their wits end to find means to 
acquire the necessaries of life; yet such is their inveterate 
enmity against the Americans, that they cannot help breath- 
ing out their malice at every opportunity, where their 
interest is not immediately affected. Last Saturday a 
schooner arrived here, belonging to Salem, in New-Eng- 
land, from a fishing voyage ; the merchants immediately 
sent the crier through the Town, to notify a meeting at 
seven that .eyenjng, which was adjourned to Sunday, to 
consult on the matter. It seems they were in hopes to get 
some hold ^cj' her, from some Acts of Parliament relative to 
the regulation of the fishery in this Island, but finding their 
expectations fail them, that they could not get her seized, 
nor prevent an entry, they mustered their forces, seized 
upon and sent her to sea; and what is more surprising to 
me is, (if I am rightly informed,) that upon a promise of 
indemnification, they obtained an order from the Judge of the 
Admiralty for this extraordinary procedure, and that after 
her being admitted to a legal entry in the Custom-House. 

This, gentlemen, is the breath they breathe, and this 
conduct is but the overflowing of that inveterate enmity 
they have imbibed at the Americans, for their defending 
that Constitution by which the throne is established, and 
'the rights of the people secured ; I say the overflowing, 
because they cannot live without you, and are under the 
greatest obligations to keep their enmity smothered as 
much as possible. If they are denied bread and flour from 
the Southern American Governments, the Newfoundland 
fishery must break up. Canada is too uncertain to depend 
on for any supplies ; that Country, with which I am ac- 
quainted, is mostly low, and altogether clay land. If the 
season is good, they generally have great crops ; but if they 
have too much or too little rain, they must have supplies 
from abroad, or starve themselves : this the people here are 
sensible of, and are trying all methods they can to obtain 
present supplies from the Southern Governments, as they 
have no intelligence how Canada may be stocked at pre- 
sent. Wopjkd it not be surprising to see men breathing out 
slaughter and death at the Americans, petitioning the Con- 
tinental Congress to supply them with bread and flour; and 
pleading their not joining with the Pool men in the petition 
abovementioned, as a reason why the prayer of their peti- 
tion should be granted ? Yet such I expect will be the 
case, if the Canada : market fails them, and the Govern- 
ments to the southward are vigilant to watch the motions 



of those vessels which make excursions to obtain bread and 
flour by delusive evasions, many of which I expect will 
soon make the experiment. However, gentlemen, though 
I have already been drawn to a greater length than I at 
first intended, I must, in faithfulness to several gentlemen, 
beg your indulgence a little longer. Messrs. Robert and 
Benjamin Jenkins have at all times publickly declared 
their fixed determination to do nothing to the prejudice of 
the American cause. Mr. Bobert Bulley is also our stead- 
fast friend, and I doubt not but we have many more in this 
Town and Island ; but as I never saw this Island till a few 
days past, I cannot give you their names. 

I am, gentlemen, with sentiments of esteem, your and 
our Country's friend and humble servant, 

Jonathan Parsons, Jun. 
To the Committee of Safety for the City of New-York. 

P. S. If you judge the_ above representation deserves 
your attention, I would gladly contribute to remove the 
difficulty you must labour under, by not being able to place 
any confidence in the testimony of a stranger ; must, there- 
fore, in that case, beg the favour of your writing a letter, 
directed to the Honourable Benjamin GreenJeaf, Esquire, 
at Newbvryport, New-England, to be communicated to the 
Committee of Safety for that place, whose joint testimony 
will doubtless' set my character in its true light. Any use 
may be made of the above which may tend to promote the 
publick good. Yours, as above, 

'__ J. Parsons, Jun. 

TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY FOR SALEM. 

Sclera, May 30, 1775. 

Whereas, we the subscribers, did some time since sign an 
Address to Governour Hutchinson, Which though prompt- 
ed to by the best intentions, has, nevertheless, given great 
offence to our Country ; we do now declare that we were 
so far from designing by that action to show our acqui- 
escence in those acts of Parliament so universally and justly 
odious to all America, that, on the contrary, we hoped we 
might in that way contribute to their repeal, though now, 
to our sorrow, we find ourselves mistaken. And we do 
now further declare, that we never intended the offence 
which this Address has occasioned; that if we had foreseen 
such an event we should never have signed it ; as it always 
has been, and now is, our wish to live in harmony with our 
neighbours, and our serious determination to promote, to the 
utmost of our power, the liberty, the Welfare, and happi- 
ness of our Country, which is inseparably connected with 
our own. 

John Nutting, Francis Cabot, 

N. Goodale, N. Sparhawk, 

Andrew Daloleish, Nathaniel Dabney, 
Thomas Barnard, William Pickman, 

E. A, Holyoke, C Gayton Pickman, 

William Pyncbon, John Turner. 

Ebenezer Putnam, 

In Committee of Safety, Salem, May 30, 1775. 

The declaration, of which the above is a copy, being 
presented and read, it was voted_ unanimously that the 
same was satisfactory, and that the said gentlemen ought 
to be received and treated as real friends to this Country. 

By order of the Committee: 

Richard Derby, Jun., Chairman. 



JOSHUA UPHAM TO THE COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE 
OF THE TOWN OF EROOKFIELD. 

May 20, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Having been informed by one of your 
body that my attendance was expected at this time, in order 
that you inquire, under a late resolve of the Provincial 
Congress, into my political principles and conduct ; in com- 
pliance with your request I now make my appearance ; 
and as written are much less liable to be misconceived, 
misapplied, and misrepresented, than parole declarations, 
I have chosen to declare myself in that way. 

It is indeed a great misfortune at any time, but more 
especially at this, to be deemed an enemy to one's Country. 
I not only deny the charge, but abhor the character. I 
shall not, however, pretend that I have in' general approved 
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of the measures pursued by the Colonies to obtain redress 
of grievances, nor do I arrogantly set up my own private 
judgment against the publick judgment of my Country, as 
infallibly right. I can truly say that I shall rejoice at the 
salvation of jhe Country, even though the same be obtained 
by the very measures which have appeared to me to be 
improper; and not likely to be successful. But to inquire 
freely into the propriety of every publick measure, (pro- 
vided the same, when established, be not resisted,) I have 
ever held as as inalie nable right, and what, in a great mea- 
sure, constitutes the freedom of an Englishman. 

J have e_ver deemed it the duty, as well as wisdom of 
the individuals of every community, to submit and conform 
to the sense and opinion of the majority of the members 
of that community ; always reserving to themselves, and 
saving entire and inviolate, the rights of conscience, private 
judgment, and freedom of speech. Therefore I have not 
resisted such measures as have been approved of by the 
majority of the people, whether agreeable to my private 
judgment or not. Upon the same principles I nowileclare, 
that. I .mean and intend to submit to what I find to be the 
sense and resolution of the majority of my countrymen^ 
and expect to bear an equal share and proportion of such 
publick charge and expense as shall be deemed by such 
majority necessary to extricate this Country out of its 
present alarming and critical situation; nor is there any 
thing I hold so dear, in comparison of my Country's 
good, that I would not risk in its defence — even life itself, 
if necessary. 

Therefore^ as submission, or allegiance and protection, 
are reciprocal duties and obligations, which ought ever to 
subsist and take place with equal and mutual force between 
rulers and those over whom they are appointed to rule, I 
must expect, and shall depend upon it, that I am to be pro- 
tected and secured in my person, family, and property, from 
all violenta.ttacks upon either ; which'protection and secu- 
rity, so far as it is within your power to afford me, I now 
ask, and doubt not_ but I shall obtain the same; which con- 
cludes me, gentlemen, your most respectful friend and fel- 
low-countrymen, " Joshua Upham. 

In Committee of Correspondence, Brookfield, ) 

May 30, 1775. \ 
The foregoing declaration being read and considered, and 
vote asked of said Committee, and also of a number of 
the inhabitants of the Town then present, whether said 
declaration be satisfactory; it passed in the affirmative neminn 
contradicente. 

By order, Joshua Dodge, Chairman. 



would be so kind to the Province as to appoint some certain 
criterion, or signal, by which a true alarm may be distin- 
guished from a false one. If by this we are able to suggest 
any thing for the good of the Province, we are happy, and 
are, with great respect and devotion, "gentlemen, your hum- 
ble servants, John Holmes, ) „ 7 

Samuel Park ( Selectmen of 
Gilbert Dench, ) Ho i )7ci ^ on - 

COMMITTEE FOfc MANCHESTER TO We" c6Mmi¥tEE FOB 
CHEBACCO. 

Manchester, May 30, 1775. 
Gentlemen; A letter has been just received [from Cam- 
bridge by express, from General Ward to the Committee 
for Salem, of which we subjoin a copy. As no particulars 
appear, we think it prudent to notify you thereabout, and 
inform you that there are eight tenders cruising around 
us, six of which are gone to Salem, their decks filled with 
boats, &c. We desire you to forward the report to Ipswich, 
as it is uncertain where the mischief wilf fall. 

By order of the Committee of Correspondence for Man- 
chester. ""."."'" 

The following is a copy of the Generafs Letter;" * 

- f' Head-Quarters, Cambrld^erMay 29, 1775. - 
" Sir: By information just receiveffrom Boston, I ap- 
prehend the enemy intend to make aa attacFsome, where 
this night; therefore would have; yoOT'rpijople" in readTness 
to act on the shortest notice if there should T>e occasion, 
"lam, &c, Artemvs Ward." 

Captain Marston sent the above to the Committee for 
Ufiebacco, about half past ten o'clock. 

Ipswich, May 30, 1775. 
Gentlemen: I received the within intelligence about 
one of the clock this day, and thought proper to let you 
know what I have received. John Baker, Colonel. 
To the Committee of Correspondence. in Nmvburyport, 



MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE COM- 
MITTEE OF SUDBURY. 

Cambridge, May 30, 1775. 
This Committee have taken into their consideration the 
conduct of Ezra Taylor, Esq., in going into the Town of 
Boston, and tarrying there a considerable tirne, since the 
important nineteenth of April last; and after examining him 
as to his conduct, have dismissed him, and verbally advised 
him to remain in the Town of Sudbury, as what we judged 
best for him and the publick. Gentlemen, your good sense 
will easily suggest your duty. We are, &c. 



SELECTMEN OF HOPKINTON TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

May 30, 1775. 
To the Honourable the Delegates of the Province of the 
Massachusetts^B'ay, in General Congress assembled: 
Whereas there has been a false alarm this day spread 
here in this part of the Province, whereby the people have 
been called off from their labour, and much loss and ex- 
pense incurred ; and judging that unless such things can be 
prevented, husbandry will entirely bq neglected: Where- 
fore this Town have chosen a Committee of Safety, to 
consist of five persons, whose names are as follow, viz : 
Gilbert . Bench, Samuel Yarlc, Ebeneser Claflin, Samml 
Hayden, and Jonathqn Mull, who are to determine wheri 
it is necessary for the people of this Town to march on any 
alarm ; und hereby desire that the first intelligence may 
be conveyed to one of them. We also desire that you 



Newburyport, May 30, 177S, half paslf iour o'clock. 
Gentlemen :_ Having just received the above informa- 
tion from Ipswich by express, we forward jt_ tp "you with- 
out, delay. """ ~~-:r, *STS£\ "-;:../"-::--■ 

Per order of the Committee : L'BT Greenleaf. 

To the Committee of Correspondence of Hampton' 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROST LONDON T*6 "I fcTSrJTLEMAN IN 
PHILADELPHIA, DATED MlY §1, 1775. ""_" 

I cannot let Captain Hazlewood derjan*H^TutTketeh- 
ing a few lines to you, You will find Jay the papers that 
we have received an account from SaEm of th e defeat of 
Colonel Smith, and the precipitate retreat of Lor d Percy, 
by the animated resistance of the brave Eos tonlans .i This' 
intelligence, so contrary to the expectations of Govern- 
ment, who have daily announced the Ammcans cowards, 
has panick-struck Administration and theiftory dependants, 
and has exhilarated the spirits of die' mak-QTAmerim m 
this metropolis, and the friends to freedom", "in '"thi" rnost 
exalted jnanner. It is impossible to describe the slijimeaijd 
vexationwhich are visibly depicted OTL^e ftoun^aices of 
North and his tyrannical abetters. They are constrained 
to acknowledge that the Regulars bigan the attack, and 
equally forced to admit the intrepidity" oTour countrymen ; 
but what alarms them most is the expectatioji bThourly re- 
ceiving advice of the whole of General Game's Army being 
cut off, or meanly sheltering themselves*Qn boaj^themeri- 
of-war, or in the castle. God grant their total extirpSion ! 
Government has not yet received any despa'tclis frorn the 
General; she has craved a suspension of animadversipns 
on the news, until she can refute, or is compelled to authen- 
ticate it, In the mean time stocks have had a shock, and 
the people every where denounce vengeance against Bute, 
Mansfield, North, Sandwich, and their ignomtntotis adhe- 
rents. . I impatiently wait the next intelligericeT aTTliaye 
no doubtvve shall hear of farther significant hTanifestatioDS 
of American prowess, founded on that principle which God 
and their right will inspire them with. ------ " ""- 
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EuirtbttetownfMeck"leimurgh "County, May 31, 1775'. 

IfcXai s day the Committee of this County met, and passed 
tTig joJlpwTng TtesoTves : 

' **" Whereas, by an Address presented to His Majesty by 
both Houses of Parliament in February last, the American 
Colo nies are declared to be in a state of actual rebellion; 
|% cpn6?gvej][STll Lav\;s and Commissions^ confirmed by, 
6? derived from the authority of the King or Parliament, 
are annull ed and vacated, and the. former civil Constitution 
of these Colonies for the present wholly suspended. To 
provide in some degree for the exigencies ol this County, 
"ia^tli^present alarming period, we deem it proper and 
tfple.^'fy'to^pass flfeTbllowing Resolves, viz : 
I^vXbjljJl^CQiniliissJpns, civil and military, heretofore 

* TTItJ/IJECL.ARATfoN OF WDEJENTUKCE BV TWCITrZENS 0T MECXLENEURGH 

IsfioMxr/NoffiuCAitotiNA, ON THE TWENTIETH DAT of jhat, 1775, WITH 

ACCOMFA < rn?g _PC lC™^ffl^i„ ^BUSHED BY TOE GOVERNPUR, UNDER THE 

•• '^Ain'noRrry^ANDlDiRECTlorf of the general assembly of the state of 

fWw^wSSSL ~: ~ ~ " : ". " "'~ :: ■ ■ : " '■ ■•■ '■ 

Report and Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly, at the ses. 
•' .'*t.„! 3El*2 °f 1830-31, upon which this publication is predicated. 

'- The Committee to whom it was referred to examine, collate, and ar- 
range in proper order such parts of the Journals of the Provincial As- 
semblies of North-Carolina as Relate., .to the. Declaration gi American 
independence >\_ also sucTi documents as relate to the Declaration of 
Independence male by the patriotick men of Mecklenbitrgh in May, 
1175;"; jrrjd also_such measures as relate to the. same cause, adopted by 
the Freemen of Cu/nT/erland County, previous to the fourth of July, 
1776, in-order to the publication Tind distribution of such documents, 
having performecTthc duty assigned thorn, respectfully report : 

That upon an attentive examination of the. Journals of the Provin- 
cial Assembly of North-Carolina, which met at Halifax in the month 
L of April, 1776, the Committee are of opinion, that no selection could 
to made. from the said Journal to answ&r the. purpose of the House. 
But as every thing relating to that period must be interesting to those 
who value the_ blessing of national independence, the Committee re- 
commend that the whole of the Journal be printed, and receive the 
same .extended_distribution which the Resolution of the House contem- 
plates for the proceedings in Mecklenburgh and Cumberland. This 
. course is deemed 6y the Committee the more proper, because the Jour- 
nal is .now _out_of print, and it is highly probable that the copy in the 
possession of the Committee is the only one now extant. 

Your Committee, have also examined, collated, and arranged all the 
documents jwhieh have boen accessible to them, touching the Declara- 
tion of Independence by the citizens of Mecklenburgh, and the pro- 
ceedings of tlie freemen of Cumberland. 

By the publication^ of these papers it. will be fully verified, that as 
early as the month 67 May , 1 775, a portion nf the people of North. 
Carolina, sen sible that their wrongs could no longer be borne, without 
sacrificing both safety ancThonour; and that redress, so often sought, 
&b patiently waited for, and so cruelly delayed, was no longer to be 
WSpected, didn>y a publick and solemn act, declare the dissolution of 
. the ties which bou nd them to the Crown and people of Great Britain, 
and did establis h an in dependent, though temporary Government, for 
their own control and direction, 

This first cl aim of independence evinces, such high sentiments of 
valour and patriotism, that we cannot, and ought not lightly to esteem 
the honour of hayinn; made it. The fact of the Declaration should 
bo announced^ Its rangua ge_ shpuld be published and perpetuated, and 
the names ofthe gallant Representatives of Meclclenburgh, with whom 
it_ originated, should be preserved from an oblivion which, should it 
lijy°lxg ..kliSiPi would" as much dishonour us, as injure them. If the 
thought of independence 31<I not first occur to them, to them, at least, 
belongs the proud distinction of hiving first given language to the 
thought ; and it should be known, and, fortunately, it can still be 
conclusively established, that the Revolution received its first impulse 
towards mdependence, however feeble that impulse' might have been, 
in North.farrfina^The Cojnmittec are aware that this assertion has 
elsewhere bejjj recei ved with doubt, and at times met with, denial ; and 
it is, therefore , believed to be more strongly incumbent upon the House 
to usher tortile .wo rtjijth g JSTecklenbursh Declaration, accompanied with 
.Stfcii testhnqnjals of_jts geiiuingness, as shall silence incredulity, and 
550th such.caro fo r jts general diffusion, as shall forever secure it from 
being forgotten. AnaTin^isconnting the gauges, the origin, and the 
p?0gT6Bs~of our revolutionary struggle, till its final issue in acknow- 
ledged independence, whatever the brilliant achievements of other States 
jrjay have been, let it n?ver be forgotten, that at a period of. darkness 
ftnd oppression, without concert: with others, without assurances of 
support from any quarter, a few gallant North-Carolinians, all fear of. 
consequences lost in a sbitsb of their Country's wrongs, relying, under 
Heavnhrsolely upon themselves, nobly dared to assert, and resolved to 
maintanijliat independence, of which, whpever might have thought, 
none had. the_n. spoken; undthus earned for themselves, and for their 
fellow-citizens' of North-Carolina, the honour of giving birth to the 
firstDpcJarati^n^^hidepejideTice,: 

The Co mmittee r espectfully recommend the adoption of the follow, 
jng Resolutions. 

AH pf which .is submitted. Thomas G. Polk, Chairman., 

._-.__. ^ .. John Bragg, 

'.-.."t.. '.'-"j-ii^' : :,vV' , Evan Alexander, ' 

Louis D. Henry, 
. .. . ,. r - r ;.,^..-. „-..-,,-,. . Alex. McNeill. 

> Resolved, That his Excellency the . Govemour be directed to cause 
io be publTsiieTTn pamphlet form the above Report, and the accompany- 
ing documerrts, m tne manner and order following, viz : After the Re- 
;' port, first, the Mecklenburgh Declaration, with the Names of the Dele- 
' gaffes composing the meeting; second, the. Certificatis, testifying to 
• the circumstances attending the Declaration ; third, the Proceedings 



granted by the Crown, to be exercised in these Colonies, 
are null and void, and the Constitution of each particular 
Colony wholly suspended. 

ii. That the Provincial Congress of each Province, 
under the direction of the great Continental Congress, is 
invested with all legislative and executive powers within 
their respective Provinces, and that no other legislative or 
executive power does, or carr exist, at this time, in any of 
these Colonies. _ ' _ 

in. As. all former laws are now suspended in this Prov- 
ince, and the Corrgr 655 have not provided others, we judge 
it necessary, for the better preservation of good order, to 
form certain rules and regulations for the internal govern- 
ment of this County, until laws shall be provided for us 
by the Congress. ......... 

of _ the. Cumberland Association; and that he.be further directed to 
have reprinted in like manner, separate and distinct from the abov), 
the accompanying Journal of the Provincial" Assembly, held at Hali. 
fax in one thousand seven lrundved and seventy-six. 

Resolved, further. That after publication, the Governonr be. in. 
Btructed to distribute said documents as follows, to wit : Twenty copies 
of each to the Library of the State; to each entile Libraries at the 
University, ten copies ; to the Library of the Congress of the. United 
States, ton copies ; and one copy to each pf the Executives of tlie 
several States of the Unipn. 



DECLARATION OJ INDTSPENmCTCE. 



May 20, 1775, 

Col. Thomas Polk, 
Ephraim Brevard, 
John Ford, 
Richard Barry, 
Abraham Alexander, 
J. McKnitt Alexander, 
Hezokiah Alexander, 
Adam Alexander, 
Charles Alexander, 



— Names of the Dclega, 

Hezekiah J, Balch, 
John Plufor, 
Henry Downs, 
Ezra Alexander, 
Zacheus Wilson, Son., 
Waightstill Avery! 
Benjamin Palton, 
Matthevy M'Clure, 
Noil Morrison, 



tes present. 

James Harris, 
William Kennon, 
William Graham, 
John Qhcary, 
"Robert Irwin, 
John Fleriuiken, 
David Reese, 
Richard Ilarrisj Sen. 



Abraham Alexander was appointed Chairman, and John McKnitt 
Alexander Clerk. The following Resolutions were offered, viz: 

1. Resolved, That whosoever directly or indirectly abetted, or in 
anyway, form or manner, countenanced .the unchartered and danger- 
ous invasion of our rights, as claimed by Great Britain, Is ari enemy 
to this Country, to America, and to the inliercnLanll inalienable rights 
of man. : :: ~~: i::. :.: 

2. Resolved, That we, the citizens of . Mecilenburgh County, do 
hereby dissolve the political bands which haveconnected us to the 
Mother Country, and hereby absolve ourselves from all allegiance to 
the British down, and abjure all political connection, contract, or 
association with that Nation, who have wantonly trampled on. our 
rights and liberties, and inhumanly shed the blood of American fn- 
triots at Lexington. """ " 

3. Resolved, That we do hereby declare ourgelveB a free and Inde- 
pendent people; are, and of right ought to be, s sdvbreign' and self- 
governing Association, under the control of nojrowBr other than that 
of our God and the general government of the Congress; to tlto main- 
tenance- of which independence, we solemnly pledge to each other 
our mutual co-operation, our lives, our fortunes, and our most sacred 
honour. 

4. Resolved, That as we now acknowledge the existence and con- 
trol of no law or legal officer, civil or military, within this County, 
we do hereby ordain and adopt as a rule of Hfi •■, all, each and every of 
our former laws; wherein, nevertheless, the Crown. of Great Britain 
never can be considered as holding rights, privileges, immunities, or 
authority therein. 

5. Resolved, That it is furthor decreed, that all, each, and every 
military officer in this County, is hereby remstated.jn his former com- 
mand and authority, he acting conformably to these regulations. And 
that every Member present, of this delegation, shall henceforth be a 
civil officer, viz ^ a Justice of the Peace, in the olmiacter of a ',' Com. 
viittee-man,'" to issue process, hear and detcrmihrtl) matters of con- 
troversy, according to said adopted laws, and tapf^sixw peace, union 
and harmony in said County ; and to use evwy^exeftiqn to spread 
the love, of country and firo of freedom, throughout America, until a 
more general and organized Government bo es'iabUshed In this Pro- 
vince. 

After discussing the foregoing Resolves, and arranging by-laws and 
regulations for the government qf a Standing Cpmmittoe. of Publick 
Safety, who were selected from these Delegates, the whole proceedings 
were unanimously adopted and signed. . A Select Committee was then 
appointed to draw a more full and definite statement of grievances, 
and a more formal declaration of independence. The Delegation than 
adjourned about two o'clock, A. M ., May 20. 



FROM THE RALEIGn REGISTEJj PF APRIL. 30, 1819. 

Itifl not probably known to mnny of om* readers, that the citizens of^Ufkknburph 
County, in this State, made a Decliu-ation of Independence 'more than a year before 
Congress made theirs. The following document "on the subject has lately come to 
the hands of the Editor from unquestionable authority, atld is published that it may 
(to down to posterity. 

Nprth-Ca.rot.ina, Mecklenburgi! Coijntt, May 2Q, 1775. . IZ 

|n the spring of 1775, the leading characters of Mecklenburgh 
County, stimulated by that enthusiastick patriotism which elevates 
the mind above considerations pf individual aggrandizement, and 
scorning to shelter themselves from the impending storm, by submis- 
sion to lawless power, &c, &c, held soveraTdetacbed meetings, in 
each of which the individual sentiments were, " .that the cause ofBot- 
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iv. That the inhabitants of this County do meet on a 
certain day appointed by this Committee, and having formed 
themselves into nine Companies, viz : eight in the County, 
and one in the Town of Charlotte, do choose a Colonel 
and other military officers, who shall hold and exercise 
their several powers by virtue of this choice, and indepen- 
dent of the Crown of Great Britain and former Constitu- 
tion of this Province. 

# # ## #* * # 

[Then follows a number of Resolves, for the preserva- 
tion of peace, and the administration of justice ; in order 
to which, proper persons are to be chosen, empowered to 
hear and determine all matters of controversy, or in cases 
of felony, to commit persons convicted, to close ."confine- 
ment ; and to answer all the purposes of regular Govern- 

ton was the cause of all; that their destinies were indissolubly con. 
nected. with those of their Eastern fellow-citizens ; and that they must 
either submit to all the impositions which an unprincipled, and to 
them an unrepresented, Parliament might impose; or support their 
brethren who were doomed to sustain the first shock of that power, 
which, if successful t.hero, would ultimately overwhelm all in the com. 
mon calamity." Conformably to these principles, Colonel Thomas 
Polk, through solicitation, issued an order to each Captain's Company 
in"tlLO.County of Mecklenburgh, (then comprising the present County 
of Cabarrus,) directing each Militia Company lo elect two persons, 
and delegate to them ample power to devise ways and means to aid 
and assist their snfferiug brethren in Boston, and also generally to 
adopt measures to extricate themselves from the impending storm, and 
to secure unimpaired their inalienable rights, privileges, and liberties, 
from the dominant grasp of British imposition and tyranny. 

In conformity to said order, on the nineteenth of May, 1775, tho 
aaid Delegation met in Charlotte, vested with, unlimited powers; at 
wjiich time official .news, by express, arrived of the battle of Lexing- 
ton on that day of the preceding month. Every Delegate felt the " 
value und importance of the prize, and the awful and solemn crisis 
which had arrived; every bosom swelled with indignation at tho 
malice, inveteracy, and insatiable revenge, developed in the late attack 
at Lexington. The universal sentiment was : let us not flatter our- 
selves that popular harangues " or resolves, that popular vapour will 
avert the "storm, or vanquish our common enemy; let us deliberate; 
let us calculate the issue— -the probable result; and then let us act 
with energy, as brethren leagued to preserve our property, our lives, 
and, what is still more endearing, the liberties of America. lAbraham 
Alexander was then elected Chairman, and John McKnitt Alexander 
Clerk. After a fr.eeji.nd full discussion of tho various objects for which 
the Delegation had been convened, it was unanimously ordained: 

1. Resolved, "That whoever directly or indirectly abetted, or in any 
way, form, or marmer, countenanced the unchartered arid dangerous 
invasion of our rights, as claimed by Great Britain, is an enemy to 
this Country, to America, and to the inherent and inalienable rights 
of man. 

2. Resolved, That we, tho citizens of Mecklenburgh County, do 
hereby dissolve the political bands which have connected us to tho 
Mother Country, and hereby absolve ourselves from all allegiance to 
the British Crown, and abjure all political connection, contract, or 
association with that. .Nation, who have wantonly trampled on our 
rightsarrd liberties, and inhumanly shed the innocent blood of Ame. 
fican patriots at Lexington. 

3. Resolved, That we do hereby declare ourselves a free and inde- 
pendent people ; are, and of right ought to be, a sovereign and self- 
governing Assrjciation, under the control of no power other than that 
of our G<«rand. the general government of the Congress; to the main- 
tenance of which .independence, we solemnly pledge to each other 
our mutual co-operation, our lives, our fortunes, and our most sacred 
honour. 

4. Resolved, That as wo now acknowledge the existence and control 
of no law or legal officer, civil or military, within this County, we do 
hereby ordain and adopt, as a rule of life, all, each and every of our 
former laws ; wherein, nevertheless, the Crown of Great Britain 
never.can.be considered, as holding rights, privileges, immunities, or 
authority therein. . 

5. Resolved,' That it is also further decreed, that all, each, and 
every military officer in this County, is hereby reinstated to his former 
command and authority, he acting conformably to these regulations. 
And tnat every Member present of this Delegation shall henceforth bo 
a civil, officer, viz : a Justice of the Feacq, in the character of a " Com. 
mittee.man," to issue process, hear and determine all matters of con- 
troversy, according to said adopted laws, and to preserve peace, and 

- union, and harmony, in said County; and to use' every exertion to 
spread the love, of country and fire of freedom throughout America, 
until a more general and organized Government bo established in this 
Province. .:.;. :; ; 

A number of by-laws, were also added, merely to protect the. Asso- 
ciation from confusion, and to regulate their general conduct as citi- 
zen?. After sitting in the Court-House all night, neither sleepy, hun- 
gry, nor fatigued, and after discussing eveTy paragraph, they wore all 
passed, sanctioned, and decreed, unanimously, about two o'clook, A. 
]ML, May 20.. .loTst few days, a deputation of said Delegation con- 
vened, when CaptainrTajnes Jack, of Charlotte, was deputed as ex- 
press to the Congress at 'Philadelphia, with, a copy of said Resolves 
and Proceeding, together with abetter addressed to our three .Repre- 
sentatives theTe, viz; Richarfy Caswell, William Hooper, and Joseph 
$ Hughes, under expreBsrmjnrfction, personally, and through the State 
representation, toiiise all poasjtbje means to have said prooeedings sane, 
tioned and approved by the General Congress. On the. return of Cap, 
tain Jack, the J)elegatign*Tearhed that their proceedings were indi-. 
vitl^ally approvE(l!5y the. Members pf Congress, but that it was deemed 
prifrillure to Jay therij_befoje the House, A, joint letter frorn said 
three ..Members^of^jpraB^ipIpp also repelved, complimentary of the 



ment, till that shall be settled by the Grand Congress. 
Provision is likewise made for the collection of Taxes, to 
be paid into the hands of Committees; appointment of 
collectors, removable at the pleasure of their constituents, 
and to indemnify them for the money paid to the Com- 
mittee.] 
.... The 16 t.h Resolve is, 

xvi. That .whatever person shall hereafter receive a Com- 
mission from the Crown, or attempt to exercise any such 
.Commission heretofore received, shall be deemed an enemy 
to his Country; and upon information to the Captain of the. 
Company in which he resides, the Company shall cause him 
to be apprehended, and upon proof of the fact, committed 
to safe custody, till the next sitting of the Committee, who 
shall deal with him as prudence shall direct. 

zoal in the common cause, and recommending perseverance, order, 
and energy. " :_:TTT "- "" 

The subsequent harmony, unanimity, and exertion in the cause of 
liberty and independence, evidently resulting from these regulations, 
and the continued exertjqn of said Delegation, apparently tranquil] ized 
this section of the State, and met with the concurrence and high 
approbation of the Council of Safety, who held their sessions at Netv- 
bern and Wilmington, alternately, and who confirmed the nomination 
and acts of the Delegation in their official capacity. 

From this Delegation originated the. Court of .Inquiry of this Coun- 
ty, who constituted and held their first ses.siqn in Charlotte — they then 
held their meetings regularly at Charlotte, at Colonel James Harris's, 
and at Colonel Phifefs, alternately, one week, at "each place! It was ' 
a Civil Court founded pn.military process. Before this judicature, all 
suspicious persons were made to appear, who were formally tried and 
banished, or continued under guard. Its jurisdiction was as unlimited 
as toryism, and it decrees . as final as the confidenc e_an d patriotism 
of the County. Several were arrested .and brought before them from 
Lincoln, Rowan, and the adjacent Counties. "■""■ "" 

[The foregoing is a true copy of the papers on the above subject, 
left in my hands by John McKnitt Alexander, deceased. I find it 
mentioned on file, that the original book was burned, April, 1800 ; 
that a copy of the proceedings was sent to Hugh Williamson, in Netc- 
York, then writing a history of North-Carolina, and that a copy was 
sent to General W. R. Davie. J, McKnitt.] 

B. ; " 

State op Nohth-Caholtna, Mecklenburgh County: 

I, Samuel Henderson, do hereby certify, that the paper annexed was 
obtained by me from Major William Davie, in its present situation, 
soon after the death of .his father, General William R. Davie, and 
given to Doctor Joseph McKnitt by me. _ In searching for some par- 
ticular paper, I came across. this, and knowing the handwriting of 
John McKnitt Alexander, took it up and examined, .it. Major Davie 
said to me (when asked how it became tprn) his. sisters had torn it, not 
knowing what it was. Given under my hand, this 25th.of November, 

1830. "-'.:. SAMTTjEXDEJtSDN:. 

[A T «te.— To this certificate of Doctor Hendei-v/in is aiujexert the eopyof the paper A. , 
originally deposited by" John McKnitt Alexander in _t iiejiands of General Dayje, whe°e 
inline seems to have been mistaken by Mr. Jrjferson for that of Governour Casueli. 
This paper is somewhat torn, but is entirely legible, and constitutes the lt solemn and 
positive proof of authenticity" which ^.[{.Jefferson required, and which would doubtless 
have been satisfactory, had it been submitted to him.] 



CAPTAIN JACK'S CERTIFICATE. ; 

Having seen in the newspapers some pieces respecting the Declara- 
tion of Independence by the people of Mecklenburgh County, in the 
State of North-Corolina, in May, 1775, and. being solicited to. state 
what I know of that, transaction, I would observe, that for some time 
previous to, and at the time those Resolutions j^jejgreed upon, I pre- 
sided in the Town of Charlotte, MecMgnburgh County ; was privy to a 
number of meetings of some of the most influential and leading charac- 
ters of that County on the subject, before the jmaj adoption of the Re- 
solutions, and at the time they were adopted. . Among those who ap- 
peared to take the lead, may be mentioned Hezckiah Alexander, who 
generally acted as Chairman, John McKnitLAlexander,_as Secretary, 
Abraham Alexander, Adam- Alexander, . Major John Davidson, Major, 
afterwards General Wilfiam, Davidson, Colonel Thomas Polk, Ezekiel 
Polk, Doctor Ephraim Brevard, Samuel MffrjM, Duncan Qchletree, 
William Willson, Robert Irvin. 

When the Resolutions were finally agreed on, they were publipklv 
proclaimed from the Court-House door in.the Towii of Charlotte, anil 
received with every demonstration, of joy hy i$e Inhabitants, 

I was. then solicited tp.be the bearer, pf.the proceedings to.Cpngress. 
I sot out the following month, say June, and in passing through" Salis- 
bury, the General. .Court was sitting; at.the.rewest^oj' the Court I 
handed a copy of 'the Resolutions to CgJpneJ^^ennaH, an. attorney, 
and they were re^d aloud in open Couri. Major "William jjQvidwn, 
and Mr. Avery, an attorney, called on me at. my lodgings the evening 
after, and observed, they had heard of but one. person^ (a Mr. Bear d,) 
but approved of them, . ..." . ,.^._:.. = ZZ: Z.J . ."'. 1 

I then proceeded on to Philadelphia, and delivered t|ie Mecklenburgh 
Declaration of Independence, of May, 1115, to Richard Caswell and 
William Hooper, the Delegates to Congress from the "State of '"jijjwjs. 
Carolina. \ _' _ "~'~~^Z=^:: l.-~"~ ".-.. 

I am now in the eighty-eighth year of riiy age, residing mthe County 
of Elbert, in the State of Georgia. ■ I was in. the Revolutionary War, . 
from the commencement to the close. " ". 

I would further, observe, that the Reverend Francis Cummins, a 
Presbyterian Clergyman, of Greene County, in this State, was a stu- 
dent in the Town; of Charlotte at the time of theidoption of the Reso- 
lutions, and is as well, or perhaps better, acquainted with the proceed- 
ings at that time, than any man now living, — ~—- : -r=:-^- r. :::. '■ .-■' 

Colonel Williaw Polk,^ of Raleigh, in. Nprih-jC'Sroiina x ^ was::Jiyjng 
with (his father, TKpyrtas, in CAoriof(e","at~tnfl~C^""nayebc|n:speai- 
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■^tlCffllf fiS t?6tf>Jf Y (Pennsylvania) committee. and love to our Country, that we will use our utmost en- 

■ i ^}«>: J& imaM^ijTu Committee, Chester, "May 31, 1775." deavours to learn the military exercise, and promote har- 
-^ JVVliereas jutppears very necessary, in order to avert the niony and unanimity in our respective Companies ; that 
-Pvife'and calamitleiAvhich threaten our devoted Country, we W >U strictly adhere to the rules of decency during duty; 
^embody ourselves and make all the military preparations tnat we - w iH P a y a due regard to our Officers ; that we will, 
in buf power; and it appears absolutely impossible to carry v t n . en ca "ed upon, support with our utmost abilities the 
thisjauda ble d_ gsjgn into execution, without observing the c ' v 'l Magistrate in the execution of the laws for the good of 
l^EaTpfofa'erj harmony, and concord, not only under the our Country ; and that we will at all times be in readiness 
•Taws ^r qiyjl, Goyernnient, but also while under arms and t0 defend the lives, liberties, and properties of ourselves 
W actual juty. ' We7 therefore, unanimously recommend a "d fellow-countrymen against all attempts to deprive us of 
-the following Association to be entered into by the good them," ■::__■ 

• iH'pk O'.^.'^County : Information being lodged with this Committee that Wil- 
"l^-^Wh^S. A ubs £ r i Ders > do most solemnly resolve, pro- Ham Moore, Esq., has expressedTTmself in terms inimical 
m 'Se, and engage, under the. sacred ties of honour, virtue to the liberties of America, and derogatory to the Conti- 

JlTg of, and although then too young to be forward in the business, yet ed; papers were read, grievances stated, and publicls measures "dis. 

•■ * h A-tesd}ng circumstances I have; related cannot have escaped his cussed. As printing was not then common in the South, the papers 

reco.ITectipn. James Jack. were mostly manuscript ; one or more of which wag from the pen of 

'■''^^diSs^omS^lSig/in presence of * ' ^ i^Tt DQCt °!, Rfe ?' ^ °f^^*^ which met with gen- 

, „_■£_--_.__._..,._.,.,___ : : _„! . > ,K CCO approbation, and copies of it circulated. It is to be regretted that 

■■ '■'""-*■' -=- : .--- ; ■,--;-—-.":■,-;■ i.™.-ft t „Vn 'iit'^L m r„„ - those and_other papers published at that period, and the journal of their 

^-; S -- m : ;V jAM B s Ounm, Attorney-at-Law. proceedings are lost. They would show much of the spirit andHone 

. i„ii^, ; „.™,^.j^™ ,»™ .,_.j,.. c 2_ of thinking, which prepared them for the measures they afterwards 

: """- '"- : ~""~~"- : ■"■"-' adopted. _' 

N °**?-£~*° UJS 5 C l¥? rul1 County, November 29, 1830; On the 20th 'oT May, 1775, besides the two person's; electeT'fro'm 

We, ths undersigned, do hereby certify, that we have frequently eacn -Militia company, (usually called Committee-men,) a much larger 

' .^ard; jnHJaTO 57 Alexander, deceased, say that he, the said William numi >er of citizens atlended.in Charlotte than at any former meeting, 

W. "jne'xmaer,-wis at Philadelphia on mercantile business, in the early perhaps half the men Ih_the County. The hews of the battle o? Lex- 

" part of the summer q"Oj75, say in Jane; and that on the day General ™gton, the 19th of April preceding, had arrived. There appeared 

;WagBngionieft Philadelphia to take the command of the Northern amon g the people much excitement. The Cennnitjee.. were organized 

'.Army", i [ le] '{He Said ~William S. Alexander, met with Captain James m tne Court-House, by appointing Abraham Alexander, Esq., Chair- 

"■?K' ; > ShawfeBfiiiJiBlj the said William S. Alexander, that he, the man . and •^°'" ! McKnitt Alexander, Esquire, ClefE or Secretary to the 

'%I7?^S C ^ was there as the agent or bearer of the Declaration me eting. _ ^- 

of Independence made; in Charlotte, on the twentieth day of May, sev- - After reading a number of papers as usual, and .much animated dis- 

e r nteeTr'hpiidreH,ahd seventy -five, by the citizensof iWeciHercSwrg-A, then c nssion, the question was taken, and they resolved to declare, thehj- 

including Calami/, with instructions to present the same to the Delo- se lves independent. One among other reasons offered, that the King 

gates from NortKzCarolina, arid by them to be laid before Congress, or Ministry had, by proclamation or some edict, declared the Colonies 

and which he sajd lie had done; in which Declaration the aforesaid ou ' °f * e protectipn oT the British Crown; they ought, therefore, to 

citizens _o£. Meeklenburgh renounced their allegiance to the Crown of declare themselves out pf his protection, and resolye on independence. 

Great Britain, aird se.t up a Government for themselves, under the That their proceedings might be in due form, a S"ub-Committee, con. 

title of The Cpmmittee of Safety. Given; under pur hands the date sistin g of J)octor z Ephrai7n Brevard, a Mr. Kenngn, an attorney, and 

i above written. . Alphonso Alexander, a third person, whom I do not recollect, were' appointed to draft their 

Amos Alexander, Declaration. They retired from the Court-House fbrspme time, but 

■'■--'■':■' J. McKnitt. the Commrttec continued in session in it. One circumstance occurred 

...... v - - ',; D. * | distinctly remember : a member of the Cammitte.e, "who; had said but 

. : .'"."'. "V ; ,- .- little before, addressed the Chairman, as follows: "'jTf you resolve on 

"■-"■■- , r, •.■-"■ ■: -^'v^r p "v- -.i Lexington, Georgia, November 16,1819. independence, how shall we all be absolved from.thp obligations of ths 

Dear §;rj The bearer, the Honourable Thomas W. Cobb, has sug- oatn we tooi5 to be true to King Georg-e the Third, about. four years 

'|est'e3 to mi that yon had a. desire to know something particularly of a & ' aft . er th e Regulation battle, when we were sworn, whole Militia 

"the'prbcee'dings of the citizens of Meeklenburgh County, in North-Caro. com P an iPs tpgether. I should be glad to know. how gentlemen can 

' Una, about the beginning .of our Revolutionary War. c ' ear their consciences after, taking that oath." This; speech produced 

Previous to my becoming more particular, I will suppose you re. confusion. The Chairman could scarcely preserve order, SO many 

member thejRegulation business, which took its rise in or before the wished to reply. There appeared great indignation and contempt at 

year 1770, and issued _anqVended in a battle between the Regulators tlle s .P e °ch of the member. Some said it war nonsense; others, that 

iMGoYerno^Tryon, in the spring of 1771. Some of the Regulators allegiance and protection were reciprocal ; when protection was with- 

weffi killed, and the whole dispersed. The Regulators' conduct was drawn allegiance ceased ; that the. path was pnly binding whilelhe 

a " rudis indigesiaque moles," as Ovid says about the beginning of King protected^ us in the enjoyment, pf ourTights and liberties, as they 

creation; but .the "cmbryptick principles pf the Revelution were in exist ed at the time it was taken, which he had nptjjpne, butnow'de. 

tiieir temper, and views. Tliey wanted strength, consistency, a Con. c l are d us out of his protection, therefore wa^npt bjndirig. Any man 

gress, and a WasMngton at their head, Tryon sent his officers and who wou l d interpret it otherwise, was a feoj. ;By way of illustration, 

minions through the State, and imposed the oath of allegiance upon {pointing to a green tree near the Court-House) stated, ijf he "wp s.Wbrh 

the people, even a_s far" up as Meeklenburgh County. In the year 1775, to c 'p any thing as long as the_laaves con_tinuedpnthaOr.ee, it was sp 

after our Revolution bsgan, ; the principal characters of Meeklenburgh * on £ binding; but when the'Tiaves fell, hpwas discHarged From its 

County metM twbsundry days, in Queen's Musautri, in Charlotte, to OD li.gation. This was said to he certainly applicable In the present 

digest Articles for a StaHConstltution, in anticipation that the Prov- ca ^ - < - >ut of respect fer a worthy citizen, long since deceased,; andliis 

iiice wouldjrbcoed to 'do so. In this business, the leading characters respectable connexions, I forbear to mention names ; for, though he 

were, the ReYereidCHi«i*iVi James BalcK,. a graduate of Princeton wa? a fi'i e r n d to the cause, a suspicion rested, on. him in the publick 

CollegCi an .elegant scholar, Waightstill Avery, Esquire, attorney-at- wind fer somp time after. '_~ -; 

]:iw, ffe^eitaiMi/oWiBcrTn^ 4fc*<»n5er, Esquiresr Colonel Thos. ^ ne Sub-Committee appointed to draft the Resolutions, Teturned, 

Po7k~l£c., ^c"!. "*~ ... ' and Doctor Mphraim Brevard read their report, as near as I can recpl- 

■"■?■' .Manymentahrybung Een, (myself one,) befpre Magistrates, abjured lect ' ' n the "very words we have since seen them several times in print, 

allegiance ts'George the Third, or any other foreign Power. At * 4 was "nanimously adopted ; and shortly after, it was moved 'and se- 

leng'th, in the same year, 1775, I think, at least positively before July conded to have proclamation made, and the peoplo collected, that the 

4, 1776, the TOlej. generally pf that County met ona' certain day in proceedings be read at the Court-House door; in Order jhaf all might 

Charlotte, aiiTfrom tjheheaff of tho" Court-House stairs proclaimed In. ^ ear them. It was done, and they were received" with enthusiasm. It 

dependence;pii;.En^&A Government, by their herald, Colonel Thomas ^" as then proposed by some one aloud, to give three! cheers and throw 

.^ZJ. V ; Xjyatrpreseht, land saw and heard it, and as a young man, and U P l h e i r hats. It was immediately adopted, and "jthe hats, thrown, 

then a student in Queen's. Museum, ^ was an agent in these things. I Several of them lit on thq;Court 7 rIpuse rppf; thepwriers liad some 

did nqtjfen t.yce_a.nd.keep ths ^ dates, and cannot, as to date, be so par. difficulty to. reclaim them, 
ticutarasl CDuld^wisTi,.. Captain; James Jack, then of Charlotte, but ^ ne foregoing is all from personal knowledge^ Tundorstppd after- 

• now" of Blberf ^County fir" Georgia, vrmaenl with the account of these wa fds, tha.t Captain James Jack, then of tTAaWoMe.juHdertook, on the 
preceedings tp. Cpngress; then in Philadelphia, and brought back to request pf the. Committee, to carry a copy of fKeif proceedings to.Con- 
tM;©ijiitytMlSaaks:pf Congress fer their zeal, and the advice pf gress, which then sat in Philadelphia ; and on hi.s^way, at Salisbury, 
Cpngress toTbe a__little rniDie'"patient, until Congress should take the ^e time of Court, Mr. Kennon, who was" one of the Committee, who 
Tijeafine-s thought t6."BeTiest.' '."_;; . assisted ; in drawing the Decla'ratipn, ^prevailed on Captain Jack to get 
-;I would s0jjptise,_ Sir, that sonie minutes of these things must be ^' s P a P el ' s > and have them read puhlicklyV which;was done, and the 
founct afopng the records of the first Congress, that Would perfectly proceedings met with general . approbation. But two of the lawyers, 
settle.tl)err.Mfes._^_T 1 am perfectly sure, being present at the whole of John Dunn and a : Mr. Booth, dissented, and assertgd they were trea- 
thsm, they were Defpre "ouj-'^atiohal Declaration of Independence. SOnable, and endeavoured to have Captain Jack detained, He drew- 
.... Hoapnrable.Si^if the^bove. few things can afford you any gratifica. his pistols, and threatened to kill the first man. .who .wouhl iriterrupt 

. tiijn, \t will add tfi._;bf Tiapjjhress of your friend and liumble servant, him, and passed on. The news of this reached Qfarioiie in a short 

; ".' :; i - : '.~™ ; f "■s-spprv.iPr?; ' "'" ;" "" : Francis Cummins'. time after, - and the Executive pf the Cemrnittoe, •vekpm they had in, 

» •' Hon. NatJianielJiIqcon: . "", ; '.''.'"" . :: tested with suitable powers, ordered a party oif ten 1 or twelve armed 

' '■ _■ . ■ ... E. horsemen tp bring said lawyers from Salisbury; when th.ey were 

^. ,.. ,.„=,,., ,,„..-:,,.. , = , i= ,,,= ?e3uv ^ Fijrnace .October i 1 830 brought, and the case investigated before MeCoj^^Dmn^hJg: 

_, . -„ "'V"-"" ""ii ""."" . T -., • ,'" ' gjv" 1 ? security and making fair promises, warperrmtted to return, and """* 

- , Dfp^iRAlgfeeably to your .request, I will give you the details of Booth was sentenced to go to Camden, in South.Car6lina, out of the 

the JIecklenbttrghT)6c\axMioa of Independence, on the 20th of May sphere pf his influence, My brother, George Grahamrsxd the late Colo 

1775, as.^eiLw L^je i caJ}e_Qt. after ,a_lapse of fifty-five years. Iwas nelJoinCoTTB^.wereof the party that went tP^a&sJary; and it is dis" 

.... thgn;a ladj-bou^half grown, ws_present on that occasion, (a looker on.) tinctly remembered that when in Charlotte they came home at nijrht" 

*>vA%dng the winter aBlsprme preceding that event, several popular in order tp provide for their'ftip "to Camdmrmd, flSt "the v arid two 

|.. ■meetings, of the pepple were held in Charlotte, two pf which I attend, others of the party took Booth to thftt IdiceV'TTiFwislKe .first mih 
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nental Congress ; and as a special Committee is now ap- 
pointed to examine into the 'affair, the publick are desired 
to suspend their judgment until Mr. Moore has had an 
opportunity either to exculpate himself from the charge, or 
make proper acknowledgment to his Country. 
By order of the Committee : 

Francis Johnson, Secretary. 



TO LORD SANDWICH. 

Philadelphia, May 31, 1775. 

My Lord : I congratulate your Lordship on an instance 
of American cowardice, which your Lordship had so pro- 
phetically foretold.* The instance I allude to is to be found 

tary expedition from Meclienhirgh in the Revolutionary War, and be- 
lieved to be the first any where to the South. Yours, respectfully, 
— J. Graham. 

Dr. Joseph McKt. Alexander, Mecklenburgh, N. C. 

F. 

EXTRACT FROM. THE MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. HUMPHREY "HUNTER. 

Oj'elers were presently issued by Colonel Thomas Pull;, to the several 
Militia companies, that two men, selected from each Corps, should 
meet "at the Court-House on the J9th of May, 1775", in order to consult 
with each other upon such measures as might bo thauglvTbest to be 
pursued. Accordingly, on said day a far larger number than two out 
of each company were present. There was some difficulty in choosing 
the Commissioners. To have chosen all thought to bo worthy, would 
have rendered the meeting too numerous. The following were select- 
ed, and sjyled Delegates, and are here given, according to my best re. 
collection, as_thoy were placed on roll: Abram Alexander, Senior, 
Thomas Folic, Richard Harris, Senior, Adam Alexander, Richard Bar. 
ry, John McKniUjllexander, Neil Moirison, Hezekiah Alexander, He. 
zekiah J. Balch, Zacheus Wilson, John Phifer, James Harris, William 
Kennan, John Ford, Henry Downs, Ezra Alexander, William Graham, 
John Queary, Chatles Alexander, Waitstill Avery, Ephraim Brevard, 
Benjamin Patton, Matthew McClure, Robert Irwin, John Flenniken, 
aud David Reese. 

Abram Alexander was nominated, and unanimously voted to the 
Chair. John McKnitt Alexander and Ephraim Brevard "scrv chosen 
Secretaries. The Chair being occupied, and the Clerks seated, the 
House was called to order, and proceeded to business. Then a full, a 
free, and dispassionate discussion obtained, on the various subjects for 
. which the delegation had been convened, and the following Resolu- 
tions were unanimously ordained : 

1st. Resolved, That whosoever directly or indirectly a~betted, or in any 
way, form, or manner, countenanced the unchartered and dangerous 
invasion of out 'Tiglits, as claimed by Great Britain, is an enemy to this 
Country, to America, and to the inherent and inalienable rights of man. 

2d. Resolved, That we, the citizens of Mecklenburgh County, do 
hereby dissolve the political bands which have connected us to the 
Mother Cormtry, and hereby absolve ourselves from all allegiance to 
the BritisJTCiowTV, "and abjure, all political connexion, contract, or asso. 
ciation, with that Nation, who have wantonly trampled on our rights 
and liberties, and inhumanly shed the blood of American patriots at 
Lexington. 

3d. Resolved, That we do hereby declare ourselves a free and inde- 
pendent people ; are, and of right ought to be, a sovereign and self- 
governing Association, under the control of no power other than that 
of our God and the general government of the Congress ; to the main- 
tenance of which independence, we solemnly pledge to each other our 
mutual co-operation, our lives, our fortunes, and our most sacred honour. 
_ 4th. Resolved, That as we now acknowledge the existence and con- 
trol of no law or legal officer, civil or military, within this County, we 
do hereby ordain and adopt, as a. rule of life, all, each and every of our 
former laws, wherein, nevertheless, the Crown of Great Britain never 
can be considered as holding rights, privileges, immunities, or authority 
therein. 

5th. Resolved, That it is further decreed, that all, each and every 
military officer in^this County, is hereby reinstated in his formqr com- 
mand and authority, he acting conformably to these Regulations. And 
that every member present, of this Delegation, shall henceforth be a 
civil officer, viz: a justice of the Peace, in the character of a "Com- 
mittee-man," to issue process, hear and determine all matters of con- 
troversy, according to said adopted laws, and to preserve peace, union, 
and harmony in said County ; and to use every exertion to spread the 
love of country and fire of freedom throughout America, until a more 
general and organized Government be established in this Province. 

Those Resolves having been concurred in, by-laws and regulations 
for the government of a Standing Committee of Public Safety were 
enacted and acknowledged. Then a Select Committee was appointed, 
to report on the ensuing day a full and definite statement of grievances, 
together with a more correct and formal draught of the Declaration of 
Independence. The proceedings havingbeen thus arranged, and some- 
what in readiness for promulgation, the Delegation then adjourned until 
to-morrow, at twelve o'clock. 

The 20th of May, at twelve o'clock, the Delegation, as above, had 
convened. The Select Committee were also present, and reported 
agreeably to instructions, viz : a statement of grievances, and formal 
draught of the Declaration of Independence, written by Ephraim Bre- 
vard, Chairman of said Committee, a.nd read by him. to the Delegation. 
The Resolves, By-Laws, and Regulations, were read by John McKnitt 
Alexander. It was then announced from the Chair, Are you all agreed ? 
There was not a dissenting voice. Finally, the whole proceedings were 
£k read distinctly and audibly at the Court-House door, by Colonel Thomas 
« '^ Polk, to a large, respectable, and approving assemblage of citizens who 
were present, and gave sanction to the business of the day. A copy of 
all those, transactions were then drawn off, and given in charge to Cap- 
tain James Jack, then of Charlotte, that he should present them to 
Congress, then in session in Philadelphia, 

On that memorable day I was twenty years and fourteen days of age, 
* March 16, 1775. See Vol. I, 1681, 



in General Gage's circumstantial account, or narrative of 
the attack or battle at_ Lexington and Concord, in the Prov- 
ince of Massachusetts-Bay, in which he gives a clear and 
impartial account of the barbarity of the Americans, as well 
as that of their cowardice. I make no doubt but the Yan- 
Jcoos will pretend not to believe it, especially the barbarity, 
which is not quite so clear ; but as to the cowardice, it is so 
incontestably proved, that they themselves will not under- 
take to deny, if they do not own it. The General, in this 
sensible and masterly performance, says a man had ad- 
vanced from the Provincials assembled at Lexington, and 
attempted to shoot the Regulars by snapping his gun, which 
flashed in the pan ; and that on the attack of the Troops 
at Concord bridge, after some of them had fallen, and they 

a very deeply interested spectator, recollecting the dire hand of oppres- 
sion that had driven me from my native clime, now pursuing me in this 
happy asylum, and seeking to bind again in the fetters of brindage. 

On the return of Captain Jack, he reported that Congress, indivi- 
dually, manifested their entire approbation of the conduct of the Meck- 
lenburgh citizens, but deemed it -premature to lay thorn, officially before 
the House. 

Note.— The foregoing extract is copied from a manuscript account of the Revolu- 
tioniu-y War in the South, addressiri hy the writer to a friend, who had requested his- 
torical information upon this subject. Mr. Hunter was in the battle of Camden, and 
has given an interesting narrative of the circumstances connected with the death of 
Baron Lie Ktdtj. The manuscript gives the biography of the writer, from which it 
appears he was a native of Ireland, and born on the I41h of May, 1755, and at an early- 
age emigrated from hi? native land to the Province of North-Carolina. 

Additional Papers. — From the Raleigh Register, February 18, 1820. 

MECKLENBURG!! DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. - 

When this Declaration w 7 as fust published in April last, some doubts were expressed 
in the Kastem papers as to its authenticity, (none of the Histories of the Revolution 
having noticed the circumstance.) Colonel William Polk, of this City, (who, though 
_ a mere youth at the time, was present at the meeting which made the Declaration, 
and whose father being Colonel of the County, appears to have acted a conspicuous 
part on the occasion,) observing this, assured us of the correctness of the facts gene- 
rail) , though he thought there wt re en-ours as to the name of the Secretary, &c, and 
said that he should probably be able to correct these, ami throw some further light 
on the subjt ct, by inquiries amongst some of his old friends in Mecklenburgh Coun- 
ty. He has accordingly made inquiries, and communicated to us the following Do- 
cuments as the result, which, we presume, will do away all doubts on the subject. 

CERTIFICATE. 

State of North-Carolina, Mecklenburgh County : 

At the request of Colonel William Polk, of Raleigh, made to Major- 
Genera] George Graham, soliciting him to procure all the information 
that could be obtained at this late period, of the transactions which 
took place in the County of Mecklenburgh, in the year 1775, as it re- 
spected the people of that. County having declared Independence; of 
the time when the Declaration was made ; who were the principal 
movers and leaders, and the members who composed the body of Pa- 
triots who made the Declaration, and signed the .same : 

We, the undersigned citizens of the said County, and of the several 
ages set forth opposite to each of our names, do certify, and on our 
honour declare, that we were present in the Town of Charlotte, in the 
said County of Mecklenburgh, on the 19 th day of May, 1775, -when two 
persons elected from each Captain's Company in said County, appeared 
as Delegates, to take into consideration the state of the Country, and 
to adopt such measures as to them seemed best, to secure their lives, 
liberty, and property, from the storm which was gathering, and had 
burst upon their fellow-citizens to the Eastward, by a British Army, 
under the authority of the British King and Parliament. 

The order for (he election of Delegates was given by Colonel Tho- 
mas'Polk, the commanding officer of the Militia of the County, with 
a request that their powers should be ample, touching any measure that 
should be proposed. . -. 

"We do further certify and declare, that to the best of our recollection 
and belief, the delegation was complete from every company, and that 
the meeting took place in the Court-House, about 12 o'clock on the 
said 19th day of May, 1775, when A braham Alexander was chosen 
Chairman, and Doctor Ephraim Brevard Secretary. That the Dele- 
gates continued in session until in the, night of. that day J that on the 
20th they again met, when a Committee, under, the direction of tho 
Delegates, had formed several Resolves, which were rend, and which 
went to declare themselves, and tho people of Mecklenburgh County, 
free and independent of the King and Parliament of Great Britain— 
and that, from that day thenceforth, all allegiance and political rela- 
tion was absolved between the good people ax Mecklenburgh, and the 
King of Great Britain; which Declaration was signed, by every mem- 
ber of the Delegation, under the shouts and huzzas of a very large as- 
sembly of the people of the County, who had come to know the issue 
of the meeting. We further believe, that the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence was drawn up by the Secretary, Doctor Ephraim Brevard, and 
that it was conceived and brought about through the instrumentality 
and popularity of Colonel Thomas Polk, Abraham Alexander, John 
M'Knitt Alexander, Adam Alexander, Ephraim Brevard, John Phifer, 
and Hezekiah Alexander, with some others. 

We do further certify and declare, that in a few days after the Dele- 
gates adjourned, Captain James Jack, of the Town of Charlotte, was 
engaged to carry the Resolves to the President of Congress, and to our 
Representatives — one copy for each ; and that his expenses wore paid 
by a voluntary subscription. And we do know that Captain Jack exe- 
cuted the trust, and returned with answers, both from the President 
and our Delegates in Congress, expressive of their entire approbation 
of the course that had been adopted, recommending a continuance in 
the same ; and that tho time would soon be, when the whole Continent 
would follow our example, 

Wo further certify and declare, that the measures which. were adopt, 
ed at the time before mentioned, had a general influence on the people ^ 
of this County to unite them in the cause of liberty and the Country, 
at that time ; that the same unanimity and patriotism continued unim- 
paired to the close of the war ; and that the Resolutions had considerable^ 
effect in harmonizing the people in two or three adjoining Counties, 

That a Committee of Safety for the Cqunty^weTe elected, who were 
clothed with civil and military power," arid under theil authority sev-. 
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began their retreat, they observed soldiers dead on the 
ground, one of them scalped and his ears cut off, though 
not quite dead; from which it is very clear' that one, or 
more of the Provincials had the cowardice to go in amongst 
the Regular Troops, and cut off the ears of a soldier that 
had fallen, though not quite dead. 

This, my Lord, may seem no less odd than true, for it 
is fully proved ; for unless the soldier's ears had.been cut off 
whilst among the body of Regulars, they could not possibly 
have known it, as they do not pretend, nor the Provincials 
believe, that they ever regained any ground they bad re- 

Eral disaffected persons in Rowan and Tryon (now Lincoln County) 
were sjmt for, examined, and convoyed .(after it was satisfactorily proven 
they were inimical) to Camden, in South Carolina, for safekeeping. 
- - We do farther certify, that the acts passed by the CommitCee of 
.Safety, were received as the civil, law of the land in many cases, and 
that Courts of Justice for the decision of controversies between the 
people were held, and we have no recollection that dissatisfaction ex- 
isted in any instance with regard to the judgments of said Courts. 

We are not, at this late period, able to give the names of all the 
Delegation who formed the Declaration of Independence ; but can 
safely" dec! are as to the following persons being of the number, viz : 
Thomas Polk, Abraham Alexander, John M'Knitt Alexander, Adam 
Alexander, Ephraim Brevard, John Phifer, Hezekiah James Balsh, 
Benjamin Potion, Hezekiah Alexander, Richard Barry, William Gra- 
ham, Matthew M'Clure, Robert Irjvin, Zacheus Wilson, Neil Morrison, 
John Flenniken, John Qucary, Ezra Alexander. 

In testimony of all and every part herein set forth, we have here- 
unto set our hands. Geo. Graham, aged 61, near G2. 
- . Wit HuTCniNsoN, 68. 
- . . Jonas Clark, Gl. 
Robert Robinson, 68. 

from john simeson to colonel william polk. 

" Providence, January 20, 1820. 

"Dear Sir.: After considerable delay, occasioned partly to obtain 
what information I could, in addition to my Own knowledge of the 
facts in relation to our Declaration of Independence, and partly by a 
precarious, feeble old age, I now write to you in answer to yours of the 
24th ult. 

" I have conversed with many of my old friends and others, and all 
agree in the point, but few can state the particulars; for although our 
County is renowned for general intelligence, we have still some that 
don't read the publick prints. You know, in the language of the day, 
every Province had its Congress, and Mecklenburgh had its County Con- 
gress, as legally chosen as any other, and assumed an attitude until 
then without a~ precedent; but, alas! those worthies who conceived 
and executed that bold me.asure, are no more ; and one reason why so 
little new light can he thrown on an old truth, may be this — and I ap- 
peal to yourself for the correctness of the remark — we, who are now 
called Revolutionary men, were then thoughtless, precipitate youths ; 
we carod not who conceived the bold act, our business was to adopt and 
support it. Yourself, sir, in your eighteenth year and on the spot, your 
worthy father, tile most popular and influential character in the Coun- 
ty, and yet you cannot state much from recollection. Your father, as 
commanding officer of the County, issued orders to the Captains to ap- 
point two men .from each .company to represent them in the Commit- 
tee. It. was done.. Neitt JSfTorrison, John Flenniken, from this Com- 
pany; Charles Alexander, John M'Knitt Alexander, HezeJciah Alex- 
ander, Abraham Alexander, llsq., John Phifer, David Reese, Adam 
Alexander, Dickey Barry, John Queary, with others';' whose names I 
cannot obtain. As to the names of those who„ drew up the Declara- 
tion, I arn inclined to think Doctor Brevard was the principal,Trom 
his known, talents in composition. It was, however, in substance and 
form, like, that great, national act agreed on thirteen months after. ■ 
Ours was towards the. close pf May, 1775. In addition to what I have 
said, the same Committee appointed, three rnen to secure all the mili- 
tary stores for the_County's use — Thomas Polk, John Phifer, and Jo- 
seph Kennedy. . I was. under arms near the he.ad of the line,. near Col- 
. one! Polk, and heard him distinctly read a long string of grievances, 
the declaration, and military order above. I likewise heard Colonel 
Polk have two warm disputes with two men of the. County, who said 
the measure!? were, rash and unnecessary. He was applauded and they 
silenced. I.was then in my 22d year, an enemy to usurpation and 
tyranny of every kind, with a retentive memory," and fond .of liberty, 
that had a .doubt arisen iff my mind that the act would be controverted, 
proof would not have Tjeen wanting ; but I comfort myself that none 
but the self-important peace-party and blue-lights of the East, will 
have the assurance, to oppose it any fuTther. The biographer of Pa- 
trick Henry, (lVfi\ Wirt) says he first suggested independence in tho 
Virginia Convention ; but it is known they did not reduce it to action — 
so that it will pass for nothing. The Courts. likewise acted indepen- 
dently. I myself heard a dispute take place on the bench, and an acting 
Magistrate was. autually'taken and sent to prison by an order of the 
Chairman. 

" Thus, Sir, have I thrown together all that I can at this time. I 
am too blind to write, fair, and too old to write much sense— but if my 
deposition before the Supreme Court of the. United States would add 
more weight to a truth so well known here, it should be at the service 
of my fellow-citizens of the County and State generally. 

" 1 am, Sir, your friend and humble servant, 

, . - " " John Simeson, Sen." 

" P. S. I will give you a. short anecdote. Ah aged man near me, on 
being asked if he knew any think of this affair, replied, " Och, aye, 
Tam Polk declared independence long before any body else." This old 

man is 8 li. . . _ 

f CERTIFICATE OF ISAAC ALEXANDER. 

I hereby certify tliat I was present in Charlotte on the 19th and 20th 
days of May, 1775, when a regular deputation from all tho Captains' 
companies of Militia in the County of Mecklenburgh, to wit : Colonel 
' Thomas Polk, Adam Alexander, Lieutenant-Colonel Abram Alexander, 
John M'Knitt Alexander, Hezekiah Alexander, Ephraim Brevard and 
a number of others, who met to consult and take measures for the poaco 



treated over; and besides, my Lord, as proof, if his ears 
had been cut off after they had retreated, and left him on 
the ground which the Provincials had gained, the King's 
Troops could not possibly have seen him to prove it. 
Another instance, my Lord ; one of them had the cow- 
ardice to strike Major Pitcaim m the. head of his Troops ; 
so that, my Lord, I think I have very fully proved to your 
Lordship at least, (and for which I hope to be rewarded,) 
the clearest and most flagrant instances of American cow- 
ardice, and which, I think, is quite sufficient to satisfy your 
Lordship, that a few more Troops, in addition to those. 

and tranquillity of the citizens ofJaitLCdunty, and who appointed 
Abraham Alexander their Chairman, and Doctor Ephraim Brevard 
Secretary ; who, after due consultation, declared "themselves absolved 
from their allegiance to the King of Great Britain, and drew up a de- 
claration of their independence, which was unanimously adopted ; and 
employed Captain James Jack to carry copies thereof to Congress, 
who accordingly went. These are a part of the transactions that took 
place at that time, as far as my recollection serves me. 

Isaac Alexander. 
October 8, 1830. 

CERTIFICATE OF SAMUEL WILSON. 

State of.North.Carolina, Mecklenburgh County : ' ' ' 

I do hereby certify, that in May, 1775, a Committee or Delegation 
from the different Militia Companies irfthis County, met in Charlotte ; 
and after consulting together, they publiekTy declared their indepen-. 
dence on Great Britain, and on her Government. This was done before 
a large collection of people, who highly approved of it. f was then and 
there present, and heard it read from the Court-House door. Certified 
by me. -" - - Sam'l Wilson. 

CERTIFICATE OF JOHN DAVIDSON. 

Beayf.'r Dam^ October 5, 1830. 

Dear Sjr : I received your note of the 25th of last_month, requir- 
ing information relative to the Mechlenburgh De'clarafjon of Indepen- 
dence. As I am, perhaps, the only person livings who, as a member of 
that Convention, and being far advanced in years, and not having my 
mind frequently directed to that circumstance for some years, I can 
give you but a ver}' succinct history of that transaction. There were 
two men chosen from each Captain's company, to meet in Charlotte, to 
take the subject into consideration. John M'Knitt Alexander^ and 
myself were chosen from one company ; and many other members 
were there that I now recollect, whose names I deem unnecessary, to 
mention. When the members met, and were perfectly organized Tor 
business, a motion was made to declare ourselves independent of the 
Crown of Great Britain, which was carried by a large majority. Doc- 
tor Ephraim Brevard was then appointed to give us. a sketch of the De- 
claration of Independence, which he did. James Jack was appointed 
to take it on to the American Congress, then sitting m Philadelphia, 
with particular instructions to deliver it to the North-Carolina Delega- 
tion in Congress, {Hooper and Caswell.) "When Jack returned, he 
stated that the Declaration was presented to Congress, TOd the reply 
was, that they highly esteemed the patriotism of the citizens of Meck- 
lenburgh; but they thought the measure too" premature, 

I am confident that the Declaration of Independence by the people 
of Mecklenburgh was made publick at least twelve months before that 
of the Congress of tiie United States. 

I do certify that the foregoing statement, relative to' the Mecklen- 
burgh Independence, is Correct, and which I am willing to be qualified 
to, should it be required. Yours respectfully, John Davidsok. 

Dr. J. M. Alexander. . 

LETTER FROM J. C. M. RAMSEY. " 

Mecklenburgh, T. October 1, 1830. 

Dear Sir: Yours of tho 21st ultimo was duly received. In answer 
I have only to say, that little is in my possession, on the subject alluded 
to which you have not already seen. Subjoined are the certificates of 
two gentlemen of this County, whoso respectability and veracity are 
attested by their acquaintances here, as well as by the accompanying 
testimonials of the Magistrates in whose neighbourhood they reside. 
With this you will also receive extracts from letters. on the same sub- 
ject from gentlemen well knuwn to you, and to the Country at large. 

I am, very respectfully, yours, &c. J. G. M. Ramsey, 

CERTIFICATE OFMAMES JOIINSON, 

I, James Johnson, now of Knox County,' Tennessee, but formerly of 
Mecklenburgh County, North-Carolina, do hereby certify, that to the 
best of my recollection, in tho month of May, 1775, there were several 
meetings in Charlotte concerning the impending war. Being young, 
I was not called on to take an active part in the same ; but one thing I 
do positively remember, that she (Mecklenburgh County) did meet and 
hold a Convention, declared independence, and sent a man to Phila- 
delphia with the proceedings. And I do further certify, that I am well 
"acquainted with several of the men who formed or constituted said 
Convention, viz: John M'Knitt Alexander, Hezekiah Alexander^Sbra- 
ham Alexander, Adam Alexander, Robert Irwin, Neill Morrison, John 
Flenniken, John Queary. 

Certified by me this 11th day of October, .1827. 

James Johnson, in nry seventy third year. 

CERTIFICATE OF ELIJAH. JOIINSON AND JAME3 WILHIJE. 

We, Elijah Johnson and James Wilhite, acting Justices of the Peace 
for the County of Knox, do certify, that we have been a long time 
well acquainted with jSamuel Montgomery and James Johnson, both 
residents of Knox County ; and that they are entitled to full credit.-^ 
and any statement thoy may make to implicit confidence. ^ 

Given under our hands and seals this 4th day of October, 1830. 

Elijah Johnson, (seal.) 
Jam.es Wilhite, (seal.) 
Justices of ilie Peace for Knox County. 

Xote. — Mr. Montgomery's certificate does not purport to state tW facts as haying 
Come under his own personal observation. It is therefore omitted in this- publication. 
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already here in command of General Gage, (who have 
shown so much bravery as to suffer a single cowardly Ame- 
rican or two, to enter into the Army and cut off the ears 
of a soldier that had fallen in battle,) will be sufficient to 
frighten all the inhabitants out of America, whereby your 
Lordship, and the rest of the junto, will have an opportu- 
nity of amply serving your faithful friends, in the glorious 
cause of despotism and arbitrary power, by granting to them 
the lands and estates of these refugees. In doing which, 
I should not forget to remind your Lordship to remember 
your faithful, humble servant, An Expectant. 



COLONEL GEORGE WASHINGTON TO GEORGE WILLIAM FAIR- 
FAX, ENGLAND. 

Philadelphia, May 31, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Before this letter will come to hand, you 
must undoubtedly have received an account of the engage- 
ment in the Massachusetts-Bay, between the Ministerial 
Troops (for we do not, nor can we yet prevail upon our- 
selves to call them the King's Troops) and the Provincials 
of that Government. But as you may not have heard how 
that affair began, I enclose you the several affidavits which 
were taken after the action. 

General Gage acknowledges that the detachment under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Smith was sent out to destroy private 
property ; or, in other words, to destroy a magazine, which 
self-preservation obliged the inhabitants to establish. And 
he also confesses, in effect at least, that his men made a 
very precipitate retreat from Concord, notwithstanding the 
re-enforcement under Lord Percy; the last of which may 
serve to convince Lord Sandwich, and others of the same 
sentiment, that the Americans will fight for their liberties 
and. property, however pusillanimous in his Lordship's eyes 
they may appear in other respects. 

From the best accounts I have been able to collect of 
that affair, indeed from every one, I believe the fact, stripped 
of all colouring, to be plainly this : that if the retreat had 
not been as precipitate as it was, (and God knows it could 
not well have been more so,) the Ministerial Troops must 
have surrendered or been totally cut off; for they had not 
arrived in Charlestons, under cover of their ships, half an 
hour, before a powerful body of men from Marblehcad and 
Salem was at their heels, and must, if they had happened 
to be up one hour sooner, inevitably have intercepted their 
retreat to Charlestown. Unhappy it is, though, to reflect 
that a brother's sword has been sheathed in a brother's 
breast, and that the once happy and peaceful plains of 
America are either to be drenched with blood, or inhabited 
by slaves. Sad alternative ! But can a virtuous man hesi- 
tate in his choice ? 

I am, with sincere regard and affectionate compliments 
to Mrs. Fairfax, dear Sir, yours, &tc. 



Worcester (Massachusetts) convention. 

May 31, 1775. 

The Convention met according to adjournment, at the 
Court-House in Worcester. 

Mr. William Young was elected Chairman pro tempore, 
and Jeduthan Baldwin Clerk pro tempore. 

Voted, That the Rev. Mr. Chaplain be desired to open 
this Convention with prayer. 

Voted, To pass over counting the votes for County 
Treasurer. 

Vottd, That Colonel Hezelciah Ward, Mr. Padleford, 
and Mr. Joshua Bigelow, be a Committee to draw up a 
Remonstrance to the . Provincial Congress, that no man be 
allowed to have a seat therein who does not vote away his 
own money for publick purposes, in common with the other 
members, and with his constituents. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to take into 
consideration the subject of allowing those who are inimical 
to the Country, to" exercise the right of voting in Town 
meetings. 

Resolved, That the erecting of a Paper-Mill in this Coun- 
ty would be of great publick advantage; and if any person 
or persons will undertake the erecting of such Mill, and 
the manufacture of Paper, that it be recommended to the 
people of the County to encourage the undertaking by 
generous contributions and subscriptions. 



REPRESENTATION OF ROBERT TEMPLE TO THE COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY. 

Plymouth, May 31, 1775. 
I, Robert Temple, of Ten Hills, near Charlestown, New- 
England, do declare, that I have received no injury to my 
property, nor have I been under any apprehensions of 
danger to either my person or property from the Troops 
that are under the command of General Ward; but it is a 
fact that I have been so threatened, searched for, attacked 
by the name of tory, an enemy to this Country, and treated 
in such a manner, that not only my own judgment, but that 
of my friends, and of almost the Whole of the Town where 
I lived, made it necessary or prudent for me to fly from my 
home. I am confident that this is owing to the wickedness 
of a few, very few, who have prejudiced some short-sighted 
people against me, who live too far from my abode to be 
acquainted with my proper character., I am confirmed in 
this opinion from the kind protection that my wife and 
family have received, and continue to receive from General 
Ward, as "well as from the sentiments which the Committee 
of Safety have been pleased to entertain of me. 

R. Temple. 
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STEPHEN NYE TO NATHANIEL FREEMAN. 

Sandwich, May 31, 1775. 
Sir : I would give you a relation of Captain Linscy's 
proceeding at the islands since your going from here. On 
Sunday he received a re-enforcement by a schooner from 
Boston, and proceeded from thence to the west end of 
the island, where they took off about two hundred sheep, 
chiefly from Tucker's Island, which belonged to John 
Wing; from thence they came down to the cove, and 
ordered the sheep there to be yarded, which was accord- 
ingly done, but it being near night they concluded to leave 
them in the yard till morning. They rudely insulted, 
abused, and threatened the people for their backwardness 
in assisting them. In the night, word was brought off to 
Falmouth of the above proceeding, by Nye, who went im- 
mediately back to take care of his family, on which a num- 
ber of men, well equipped, immediately went on the island. 
Before their arrival at the cove the sheep were turned out 
of the yard into the woods. The people from the ship had 
been on shore, and on finding the sheep were gone, were 
still more enraged, and took all the arms they could find, 
six calves and the hogs, and carried them off. When the 
people from Falmouth got to the cove, which was before 
day, they placed themselves in the bushes, and lay undis- 
covered. In the morning the boat came on shore with the 
doctor, boatswain, &c, whom they might have taken had 
they not expected the captain ashore soon ; however, the 
boat soon went back without going to the house, and both 
vessels immediately weighed anchor arid went down to 
Holmes's Hole, where they lay last night at anchor. Cap- 
tain Bassett is now on the island, with about fifty men, and 
will tarry to guard the stock until we have the advice of 
the Congress what method is best to take. By" the best 
account, there is not less than four thousand sheep, and be- 
tween two and three hundred horned cattle, anU a.nirmber 
of horses, on the Island of Naushan, and perhaps nigh as 
many on the other islands. It is generally judged that 
fifty or sixty men, placed on the island at Tarpaulin Cove, 
would guard the above stock. It is certainly impracticable 
to bring it off; and it must most certainly either be de- 
stroyed where it is, or fall into the hands of our enemies ; , 
which is best, the Congress must judge. Their determjnar 
tion we should be glad of as soon as possible, for we fear 
the men now there will be impatient to come off unless 
they are put under pay. Captain Bassett is perhaps the 
best officer that can be placed there ; his courage and con- 
duct have been heretofore well approved, and he is more- 
over well acquainted with the ground on the island, which 
must certainly be of great advantage. There went a num- 
ber of men from this town, some of whom are, we con- 
clude, now on the island. We hope the Congress will let 
us have their advice and determination as soon as possible, 
and pray that in all, their determinations they will be coun- 
selled by the Supreme Counsellor ; and are, Sir, your hum- 
ble servants, Stephen Nye. 

To Colonel Nathaniel Freeman, to be communicated to 
Congress. 



55 



mdMim 



tarn 



mmmmjiJua^tKammdmitJha 



867 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, be, MAY, 1775. 



868 



SELECTMEN OF SCARBOROUGH TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 
CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable Representatives in Congress assem- 
bled, the 31st of May, 1775 : 
The Selectmen of the Town of Scarborough, for and in 
behalf of said Town, humbly showeth: 
That the said Town of Scarborough thought themselves 
not able to support the charge of a Member in said Con- 
gress at present, said Town having no money to pay any 
tax whatever. Our lumber was our chief trade in this 
Town ; that being done, we are in great distress for want 
of money and provisions. Our crops are very short the last 
year, and under present circumstances, little or no supplies 
brought from the Southern Colonies, makes it distressing. 

But we doubt not of your Honours' great wisdom in 
, consulting the good of the whole Colony ; and though this 
Town has no Representative in Congress, we look upon 
ourselves in duty bound to conform to the Resolves of the 
honourable Congress, and shall ever be willing to exert 
ourselves to the utmost to support good government and 
defend our just rights and privileges. We have only to add 
our prayers that God may bless and prosper your counsels, 
and in the end confirm to us that liberty which our forefa- 
thers came into these regions to enjoy. . 

We beg leave, to subscribe ourselves, as in duty bound, 
your obedient humble servants, 

Reuben Fogg, } 
Peter Libeee, > Selectmen. 
i- Joshua Fabyan, ) 



SELECTMEN OF , EDGARTOWN TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 
CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable the Members of the Provincial Con- 
gress to be held at Watertown, on the 31st day of 
May instant: 

Gentlemen: Agreeable to the recommendation of the 
late honourable Provincial Congress, we have caused the 
Freeholders and other Inhabitants of Edgartown, qualified 
by law to vote for Representatives in the General Assem- 
bly, to meet, in order to elect and depute a Member or 
Members to represent them in a Provincial Congress to be 
held at Tfiatertown,'on the said 31st day of May instant, 
but did not elect or depute any Member or Members for 
the purpose aforesaid ; because it was thought, inexpedient, 
on account of the peculiar situation and circumstances of 
' this small and much exposed Town ; being situated on 
an Island, the communication to the main land not only 
difficult Dtit dangerous, and frequently surrounded by armed 
vessels, by reason of the advantageous situation, and con- 
venient harbour suitable for their reception ; by reason 
'whereof, a man-of-war is for the most part stationed here, 
to the great detriment and terrour of the inhabitants, and 
apprehensive that in case they publickly manifest any 
great degree of forwardness, with regard to the publick's 
unhappy affairs of this Province, that some fatal conse- " 
quence may ensue, being thus exposed. We are fully 
convinced that the inhabitants of this place have a most 
sincere regard for the Congress, and mean to follow and 
pursue their recommendations from time to time cheerfully 
with punctuality, consistent with their safety under their 
situation. We are therefore led to think that the situation 
of this people at this tiros' deserves much pity and some in- 
dulgence. All which is "humbly submitted in behalf of 
said Town of Edgartoivn. 

Thomas Cooke, 

Ebenezer Smith. 



neighbouring Tow : ns along the sea-coast exposed to the 
ravages and depredations of the enemy. 

And that the remaining part of the inhabitants of this 
and the remaining Towns labour under, the disagreeable 
situation (for want of arms and ammunition) of being inca- 
pable to defend themselves, wives, and children, and pro- 
perties, should a descent be made by the King's Troops on 
this coast, which your Petitioners have the greatest reason 
Jo fear will inevitably be the event. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray this honour- 
able' House, in their great wisdom, to take the premises into 
serious consideration, and that they would be pleased to 
despatch one or more of the Companies now in the service 
of this Colony, in order to assist in guarding and defending 
this coast, or enable them, by raising more Troops for the 
Colony service, in some measure to guard and defend them- 
selves. And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever 
pray, &c, &c. By order of the Town : 

Nahum Marshall, Town Clerk. 
Berwick, May 31, 1775. 

SELECTMEN OF BEDFORD TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress convened at Wa- 
tertown, May 31, 1775; 

Gentlemen : We have received the Resolve of the late 
Provincial Congress, signifying the necessity of a new 
Congress, and recommending to us that we elect one or 
more Members to represent us therein, which hath been' 
laid before our Town, at a general meeting called for that 
purpose; but as the Town is small, and hath of late been 
visited with sickness and death,, as well as the general ca- 
lamities of our times, and apprehending it not necessary to 
multiply the number of Members, we hope to be excused, 
as we did not obtain a major vote of the Town to send one. 
Notwithstanding, we do highly approve of, and are well 
sensible of the expediency of such a Congress at this im- 
portant crisis, and will freely "comply with all the wise and 
salutary measures thereof relative to us. ' 

So, wishing Divine influenceand blessings on your en- 
deavours for the peace and safety of this Province, at this 
alarming day, we subscribe ourselves yours, he. 

In the name and by order, of the Selectmen of Bedford : 
Stephen Davis, Town Cleric. 



LETTER FROM THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS TO GEN- 
ERAL WARD. 

Exeter, May 31, 1775. 

Sir: In order to commission the : Officers belonging to 
the New-Hampshire Regiments, the Congress have thought 
it absolutely necessary that Colonel Stark should appear 
before them ; therefore should take it as a favour, that you 
grant him leave for that purpose. 

To his Excellency General Ward. 



Selectmen. 



PETITION OF INHABITANTS OF BERWICK TO THE MASSA- 
■■• , . CHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable the Delegates of the Colony cf Mas- 
sachusetts-Bat in Provincial Congress at Water- 
town convened: 
The Petition of the Inhabitants and Freeholders of Beh- 
w wick, in the County of York, in town-meeting con- 

J* vened, humbly showeth : 

That the harbours of York, and Kittery, within the said 
County, lie entirely open to our now known enemies, and 
the lives and properties of the inhabitants thereof and the 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS TO COLONEL STARK. 

Exeter, May 31, 1775. 

Sir: As some difficulties have arisen in settling the Re- 
giment under your command, the Congress, as you will 
see by the enclosed vote, baxe thought proper that you 
should immediately, without loss of time, repair to this 
Town, to receive their orders, and give a more particular 
account of the state of the Troops under your care. 

To Colonel John Stark, Esq. 

PORTSMOUTH COMMITTEE TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 

Portsmouth, May 31, 1775. 
Sir: We beg leave to inform you that this day eight 
pieces of cannon were removed from Jersey Point to this 
Town, and that threats are thrown out by the Captain of 
the man-of-war, that in casehe hears of any preparation of 
rafts, or any other means being used to annoy Iiim, he shall 
come up with his ship to fire upon the Town, We would 
submit it to the wisdom of the Congress, whether thesec: 
guns should not be immediately placed in some convenient 
battery to prevent this mischief, and whether a Committee 
should not be forthwith employed for this purpose. The 
guns are six twenty-four, and two thJrfy-tw 7 o-pounders. 
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And it is absolutely necessary that we be provided with 
ammunition and carriages, &c, to save them, of which we 
are entirely destitute. 

I am, by order of the Committee, your most humble 
servant, H. Wentworth, Chairman. 

To Matthew Thornton, Esq., President of the Congress 
at Exeter. 



MES,HECH WEARE TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 

To the Provincial Congress for the Province of New- 
Hampshire, convened at Exeter, May 31, 1775: 

Gentlemen: As you h.ave now under your considera- 
tion the important affair of raising Troops, and appointing 
them to proper stations, as well for the safety and defence 
of this Province, as for promoting the common cause at this 
critical and alarming season, we doubt not but you will 
kindly receive intimations from any number, of persons of 
tilings which appear to them of great importance ; we 
therefore beg leave to represent, from frequent alarms we 
have had, and from authentick advice from General Ward, 
that a number, of armed cutters are sailed from Boston, 
for what design is unknown. We apprehend it to be ab- 
solutely necessary that a proper proportion of the Troops 
to be raised in this Province be immediately assigned for 
the defence of our sea-coasts ; and permit us to suggest, 
that if a proper number of Troops for this purpose were 
ordered to be raised in the Towns near the sea-coasts, it 
would greatly facilitate the raising the men immediately, 
and be a great help for procuring immediate supplies, and 
we. can conceive will be much more service to the common 
cause than sending our men elsewhere. It will also be a 
great discouragement to men enlisting to be sent to a dis- 
tance, at the same time that they leave their friends and 
substance' exposed by their absence, when they themselves 
might be more advantageously employed for their defence. 

We therefore pray that a proper quota of men may be 
assigned., and Officers for enlisting them, for this service, as 
soon as may be, which we submit to your wisdom and de- 
termination. Meshech Weare. 

To the President of the Provincial Congress. 

At the request of many persons who represented to me 
that the general mind of the people in the Towns near the 
sea-coast, is as above represented, and that much uneasi- 
ness is in their minds until some provision be made for their 
defence, I subscribe, on their behalf, to save the time of 
collecting a great number of subscribers. M. W. 



W'lXBORN ADAMS TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

Gentlemen : By a message from Portsmouth, I am 
desired to go there to-morrow with my Company, to assist 
in endeavouring to destroy the men-of-war in our harbour. 
As my Company were enlisted under your direction, I 
think it my duty to wait your order on any movement, 
therefore have sent the bearer, and desire your direction 
in this affair, which I shall endeavour to obey. And am, 
with great respect, your very humble servant, 

Winborn Adams. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Committee of Safety at 
Exeter. 

P. S. The plan proposed to execute the aforesaid affair 
I have not heard in particular, only that it was thought the 
deck might be commanded with small arms from the shore, 
while she was set on fire by rafts sent down by water. 



CHARLES JOHNSON TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 

To the Provincial Congress convened at Exeter : 

Gentlemen: We hereby inform you that we sent a 
scouting party towards Canada, which party returned on 
Saturday last, by whom we have the following informa- 
tion : 

They give us to understand that, by the best information 
that could be got, there is a body of Indians now lying on 
the west side of the Lake Champlain, nearly opposite to 
:he mouth of Onion RiVer. What the particular number 



of them is, we cannot certainly determine ; but by the best 
information, not less than four or five hundred. And fur- 
thermore, that the day before the scouting party left the 
mouth of Onion River, they were informed there were ten 
canoes of Indians from . Canada, who joined said party. 
And, moreover, that Governour Carleton, of Quebeck, is 
enlisting men in Canada; and also, he has sent to those 
tHbes of Indians whom General Montcalm had with him 
at the reduction of Fort William and Henry. The same 
party give account of the taking Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point by our parties of the Southern Government. 

Now, gentlemen, as to the situation of these parts. How 
near the borders of the enemy we are, every one knows who 
is acquainted with the boundaries of our own Province. 
As to the position of defence, we are in difficult circum- 
stances; we are in want of both arms and ammunition. 
There is but very little, or none worth mentioning, perhaps 
not one pound of powder to twenty men, according to cal- 
culation, and not the one-half of our men have arms. Now, 
gentlemen,' wo have all reason to suspect, and really look 
upon ourselves in imminent danger of the enemy, ^nd at 
this time in no capacity for a defence, for want of arms 
and ammunition. And, moreover, we have not a sufficient 
number of men to defend, these our frontiers, without some 
assistance from the lower Towns, which assistance, gentle- 
men, we humbly conceive should necessarily be here, in 
order to act upon the first alarm. 

We, gentlemen, refer the matter to your mature con- 
sideration, whether it is riot necessary to give us assistance, 
that we may be ready in case of invasion. We have, gen- 
tlemen, a number of men in these parts of the Country 
who have not any real estate, who will certainly leave us, 
unless some assistance be given; and who are ready to 
assist, and stand by our cause with their lives, provided en- 
cquragement be given them. 

If, gentlemen, you shall think it necessary to raise forces - 
to defend this our Province, if you will give orders in what 
manner assistance shall be procured, please to inform us 
as expeditiously as the nature of things will allow. There 
is no doubt of enlisting numbers, without distressing or 
much interfering with the lower Towns near the sea-coasts, 
provided we have the platform to act upon. 

We are, gentlemen, with all due respect, your humble 
servants. In behalf: Chas. Johnston; 

Cleric to the Committee of the Northern Regiment 
in the County of Grafton". 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED AT WATERTOWN, DATED 
LONDON, JUNE 1, 1775. 

The intelligence by Captain Derby, of the defeat of 
General Gage's men under Lord Percy, by the Americans, 
on the 19th of April last, has given very general, pleasure 
here, as the newspapers will testify. 'Tis not with cer- 
tainty that one can speak of the disposition of people in 
England with respect to the contest with America; though 
we are clear that the friends of America increase" every 
day, particularly since the above intelligence. 

It is believed the Ministers have not as yet forrned any 
plans in consequence of the action of April 19th. They 
are in total confusion and consternation, and wait for Gen- 
eral Gage's despatches by the Sukey, Captain Brown. 
The talk of the day is, that more troops and ships are'to 
be sent immediately ; but this, it is thought, cannot be.done 
without calling the Parliament to raise more money. If it 
should be attempted, much disturbance may be expected 
in England. T ' 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED IN NEW-YORK, T>ATED 
LONDON, JUNE 1, 1775. 

It iffmy indispensable duty to inform my countrymen on 
your side the water of whatever resolutions are formed on 
this side injurious to your sacred rights, that you may be 
timely on your guard to defeat the pernicious attempts of 
that implacable and tyrannical Administration. My intelli- 
gence is founded on the best information, and therefore full 
credence ought to be paid to it. 

On the arrival of the news of the defeat and retreat of 
the detachments under Lord Percy and Colonel Smith, 
this great city was agitated to its centre.' The friends to 
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America', rejoiced at the noble victory of the Bostonians, 
and its enemies were abashed at their courage. The news 
flew rapidly, and soon caught the ear of an unwise and 
deluded .King. Administration were alarmed at the unex- 
pected success of the Provincials, and were at a loss what 
lies to fabricate which would destroy the force of the qual- 
ifications which accompanied the intelligence. Runners 
"were sent tq_e_very part of the City, who were authorized 
to deny the authenticity of the facts; and so distressed was 
Government, that they officially requested a suspension of 
belief, until despatches were received from General Gage. 
No advice is received yet from that quarter. In the mean 
time frequent ministerial councils were held without any 
conclusive determinations until yesterday, when His Ma- 
jesty presided at one of them. The King, after having 
heard the news read, asked what mode should be pursued 
to support the dignity of the Nation, retrieve the honour 
of the British arms, and annihilate the American opposi- 
tion ? Lord North replied, that there were thirty thousand 
Troops in Quebeck and Canada, ready to march to Boston 
fgr General Gage's relief; that more men-of-war should be 
sent out, and that the Admiral should have positive orders 
to seize provision vessels for the due supply of the Navy 
and Army. He observed, that from the natural formation 
of the entrance into Boston, with the precautions taken by 
the General, there was no apprehension of any attack, for 
in fact it could not be stormed. Upon this futile opinion, 
Instructions were immediately despatched to Gage, to order 
the regulars from Quebeck, and to march the militia of 
Canada, as well as to obtain the necessary supply of pro- 
visions by seizing the American vessels at sea, or in the 
harbours. To facilitate this accursed plan, the General is 
to ass.ure the officers of the King's determination to pro- 
mote them; and to stimulate the soldiers to acts of butchery, 
their pay is to be increased, to which purpose fifty thousand 
Pounds were sent off last night to, Boston. 

The General has positive orders to destroy the maga- 
zines, to spike the cannon, to order the riot act to be read, 
and to set up the King's standard immediately. What 
infatuation possesses this Nation ! You and I, who know 
the strength of America and the consolidated union of its 
inhabitants, must laugh at their threats, and despise their 
shallow schemes. But whilst they are forming this im- 
practicable plan of extracting thirty thousand Troops from 
Cpnada, they dread the arrival of the Packet; because, 
however they would dupe the credulous inhabitants of 
England with fallacious contradictions of the facts an- 
nounced, they cannot help believing that General Gage 
and his Army are even now either cut off, or ignominiously 
constrained to retreat into the castle, or on board the men- 
of-war. ... 

Such also is the terrour or Administration, that they have 
despatched some of the nobility and gentry throughout 
England to contradict the Boston news, in order to quiet 
the landed gentlemen, cajole the manufacturing cities, and 
prevent the dreaded effects on the stocks. But alas ! these 
are temporary, ineffectual expedients ; for the next Ameri- 
can intelligence will arouse the supine landed and manu- 
facturing interest, and a vital stab will be given to the 
funds. This Nation has passed her meridian splendour. 
America, by her virtue and her numbers, will permanently 
establish her rights, and be the blessed means of extirpa- 
tion of this most flagitious Ministry, and of establishing the 
British throne in wisdom and clemency. 

This evening some of the principal Common Council- 
men .meet, to revive and effectually equip the military of 
London, which consists of eight thousand men, in order to 
co-operate with the Americans in forcing a relinquishment 
of the present infernal politicks, and in supporting consti- 
tutional liberty throughout the British Dominions." 



W. JONES TO THE COSIMITTEE OF DONATIONS, BOSTON, 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
-.«.'■'__-_■ . Savannah, June 1, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Although the inhabitants of Georgia have 
unfortunately drawn on themselves thetensure of her sis- 
ter Colonies, by not adopting those measures which the 
wisdom of the General Congress have pointed out for the 
preservation of the libe_r_ti.es of America; yet, we flatter 
ourselves you will believe there are many among us who 



sincerely espouse the great cause contended for by you ; 
and who ardently wish that the noble stand you have made 
in defence of these rights, to which, as men and British sub- 
jects we are entitled, may be crowned with success. The 
distresses our brethren must unavoidably experience by 
enforcement of the late acts of a cruel and vindictive Min- 
istry, deeply affect us. The unhappy division amongst us 
has hitherto prevented our contributing to their support ; 
but have now the pleasure to transmit you, by the Juliana, 
Captain Stringham, bound to New-York, a small contri- 
bution of sixty-three barrels of rice, and one hundred and 
twenty -two Pounds sterling, in specie, under the care of 
John Eaton Le Conte, Esq., which we desire you will 
please to appropriate towards the relief of those who have 
lately left the Town of Boston. We hope soon to be en- 
abled by our friends who reside at a distance from Savan- 
nah, to send you a further token of our regard for you, and 
those whose misfortunes must increase with the oppressive 
measures now pursued by Administration against America. 
I have the honour to be, on behalf of the contributors, 
gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

W. Jones. 
To the gentlemen of the Committee for receiving Dona- 
tions for the relief of the distressed inhabitants of Bos- 
ton, 

INDEPENDENT COMPANY OF ALBEMARLE TO THE WI1,- 
LIAMSBURGH VOLUNTEERS. 

Charlottesville, Virginia, June 1, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The first Company of Independents for 
the County of Albemarle are highly pleased with the 
resolves of the gentlemen volunteers in Williamsburgh , 
and have been truly alarmed at the late arbitrary proceed- 
ings carried on in that city. We think that every apos- 
tate to the American cause should be properly stigmatized. 
We coincide with you in opinion, that the landing any 
armed force in this Colony, will not only be a dangerous 
attack, but a sufficient cause to justify us, with our coun- 
trymen, in any opposition ; and we are determined, at all 
events, to act on that occasion as men of spirit ought to do 
in defence of their natural rights and country's cause. 

With great respect, we remain, gentlemen, your humble 

servants, 

Charles Lewis, Captain. 

George Gilmer, } T ■ , 

T », T ' > Lieutenants. 

John Marks, $ 



TO RICHARD HENRY LEE. 

Easton, June 1, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: An ancient, and accounted a long- 
headed man, in these parts, has dropped some hints de- 
vising a scheme of reconciliation between the Mother 
Country and the Colonies, which I think worthy of con- 
sideration ; and I am persuaded your zeal for a reconcilia- 
tion is such, that you. will lend an ear to healing proposi- 
tions, let them come from what quarter they may ; other- 
wise, you would be unworthy of the eminence of character 
you possess for republican candpur of sentiment. 

He observed, "suppose the Congress were to offer as 
much to the Crown as all the duties 'amount to by a proper 
estimate ;" meaning such duties as we agree they have a 
right to lay, as regulations of trade, and that exempt from 
all impositions by the Crown, called running, which might 
easily be assessed on each Province, by having recourse to 
their books of entry, and making, at the same time, an 
allowance for what are run, which is thought to be as much 
again ; and besides this, to offer a number of forces, well 
disciplined, in case of requisition, as was the case in the. 
last two wars ; so many hundred or thousand from each 
Province, according to its importance, and ship, pay, and 
victual and clothe the same, or some, or all, as Congress 
judges best ; and the same to continue for a certain season, 
or during an expedition, as was the case in the attack in 
the last war, on Carthagena and Havana. At least, the 
most strenuous endeavours ought to be made, in some way or 
other, to effect an accommodation, considering what lament- 
able confusion and distress must attend the quarrel, if it 
continues any length of time ; and the idea of aiming at 
independence at present, affords the rnost frightful of all 
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prospects, whilst the Mother Country has such power on 
the ocean. Your unknown friend and humble servant, 

Philopatria. 

P. S. I had like to have forgotten the venerable sage 
would have insisted that all the obnoxious Acts of Parlia- 
ment should be repealed at the same time that the above 
offers should be made ; the one to be made the inseparable 
condition of repealing the other ; and in the space of ten, 
fifteen, or twenty years, an additional quantity of troops 
and money might be offered, in case of pressing requisi- 
tions from home, according as the Colonies flourish, and 
trade increases ; but still the mode of raising, as well as 
the quantity, to be wholly left in the power of the Colonial 
Assemblies. And to confess the truth, the within letter, 
on account of your reputed eloquence in the Congress, I 
direct to you, as it is the more likely you will thereby have 
more influence on that august assembly, though you are 
under no obligation, but may still pursue your opinions. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO THEIR DELEGATES IN THE CON- 
TINENTAL CONGRESS. 
{Read in Congress June 3, 1 775] 
In Provincial Congress at New-York, June 1, 1775* 

Gentlemen : We this morning received despatches from 
Albany, Waterlown, and Hartford, which contains, as 
you will observe, very important intelligence. We think 
it our duty, through you, to lay it before the Continental 
Congress ; and for that purpose have prepared copies of 
the several papers which were received as aforesaid. We 
shall make no comments on them, being convinced that 
your owngood understanding and knowledge of the state 
of these Colonies will render any such attempt useless, 

Our business proceeds with great heaviness, for want of 
the sinews of war, which we have not, neither have we 
any powder. Money we cannot have, until we receive the 
directions of your body, as you will easily believe. Be- 
sides this, we wouIdl>e extremely happy to know that your 
body had taken into their serious consideration the several 
circumstances of the associated Colonies ; and that they, 
in their wisdom, had assigned the several quotas of men 
and money to each. This information will guide our de- 
liberations to. a proper object, for the want of which our 
present attention is distracted, by the uncertainty of what 
shall be determined with respect to this Colony. 

We have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient and humble servants. 

By order of the Congress : 

P. V. B. Livingston, President. 

To the Neiv-Tork Delegates at the Continental Congress, 
Philadelphia. 

memorial or JOHN sparking to new-fork congress. 

To the Honourable the President and Members of the 
Provincial Congress now assembled at New-York : 

The Memorial of J own Sparding, living at Ticonderoga 
Landing, the north end of Lake George, June 1, 1775, 
humbly sheiveth : 

That your memorialist has, for upwards of six years 
past, been at a great expense in providing boats and car- 
riages for the ease and convenience of persons travelling 
this way with their baggage and effects, over the lake and 
carrying place, at an easy rate ; likewise providing batteaus 
on Lake Champlain, for the conveniency of gentlemen and 
others travelling to Canada. The unhappy differences now 
subsisting between the Colonies and the Mother Country, 
have put a stop to any business your memorialist was former- 
ly engaged in. Your memorialist has, ever since the tenth 
day of May, (the day on which the fort at Ticonderoga was. 
taken,) assisted with his boats, men, Sic, in transporting the 
troops, with their baggage and provisions, over Lake 
George and the carrying place, upon no other security 
than a verbal agreement with Colonel Arnold, for twenty 
shillings, currency, per day, for a perry augre capable of 
crossing the lake with seventy men, besides a quantity of 
provision, and a batteau for carrying expresses; and when 
there was not a sufficient loading for the perryaugre, to 
have the privilege of conveying such private property as 
jnigbt offer, of which your memorialist is at present de- 



prived ; your memorialist having likewise carted the great- 
est part of the baggage and provisions over the carrying 
place, the whole amount of which, to this day, is near 
seventeen Pounds. And as the gentlemen appointed here 
have this day intimated to your memorialist that his teams 
are not to be any more employed, they having brought 
teams over the lake for said service; your memorialist, 
therefore, trusting in the known justice and humanity of 
the gentlemen in New-York, who scorn to let any individ- 
ual suffer, which, must inevitably be -the case of your me- 
morialist, unless your goodness prevents it, by confirming 
the agreement made by Colonel Arnold : your memo- 
rialist there/ore humbly hopes, as he has done, his utmost 
endeavour for the good of the common cause, and is dis- 
abled at present from providing for his family, you will take 
the same into consideration. And your memorialist will 
ever pray. J. Sparding. 



EXTRACT OF A" LETTER RECEIVED IN NEW-YORK, FHOIH A 
GENTLEMAN IN THE PROVINCIAL CAMP, DATED JUNE 1 , 

1775. 

When our people were engaged in taking the stock, 
fee, from Noddle and Hog Islands, the King's Troops 
made an attack upon them. On Hog Is.land the combat 
began about five o'clock in the afternoon, and continued 
almost incessantly till midnight. The attack was made 
with cannon, swivels, and small arms, from an armed 
schooner, sloop, and eight or ten barges, upon our people, 
who had small arms only, but were very advantageously 
posted by Colonel Putnam, who got to them just in season 
to station and command them properly. He placed them 
in a ditch, up to their waists in water, and covered by the 
bank to their necks.' The schooner, sloop, and boats, full 
of men, came within twelve or fifteen rods of them, and 
gave our people a fine opportunity to place their shot well. 
About midnight the fire ceased a little, and our people re- 
treated to the main land, where they were soon after joined 
by Captain Foster, with two field-pieces, which were plant- 
ed on the way of ffinnesimit ferry. At daylight the com- 
bat was renewed ; as the schooner passed the ferryway, 
she was briskly attacked by our people with the field-pieces 
and small arms, which soon clearing her deck, she drifted 
on shore, where our people set fire to her, and she blew 
up, notwithstanding the utmost endeavours of the people 
in the boats, &c, to tow her off and save her from destruc- 
tion. In this they exposed themselves much to our fire, 
and suffered greatly. When they found the schooner was 
lost, they with difficulty rowed off the sloop, much dis- 
abled, and retired to their den ; and thus ended thecombat 
at about seven o'clock in the morning. In the afternoon 
(Sunday) our people got Out of the wreck twelve four- 
pounders, six swivels, and every thing else that was valua- 
ble, without molestation. They afterwards removed or 
destroyed from both the islands all the stock, &c, viz : 
about five or six hundred sheep, thirty horses, about as 
many cattle, a large quantity of hay, and burned, all the 
barns and houses. 

All this was done in sight, and as we may say under the 
noses of the whole fleet and army at Boston, without mo- 
lestation. The killed of the enemy, (viz: General Gage's 
crew of enemies to the English Constitution,) they them- 
selves allow to be more than one hundred, besides wound- 
ed ; others, who have good opportunity to know, say their 
killed and wounded exceed three hundred ; and I believe 
they have suffered as much as in their precipitate flight 
from Lexington, on the memorable 19th of April. Our 
killed, none ; wounded, three. Heaven apparently and 
most evidently fights for us, covers our heads in the day 
of battle, and shields our people from the assaults of our 
common enemies. What thanks can speak our gratitude. 

These interpositions, and our determined resolutions, 
may perhaps make our haughty enemies glad, to quit their 
unjust possessions, for a cooler and more calm retreat in 
some distant quarter of the globe, and leave us peaceably 
to enjoy those rights and liberties which God in our nature 
has given us as our inalienable right, and which they are 
most unjustly endeavouring to wrest from us by violence. 

The men-of-war's cruisers are out, with orders to take 
all vessels with provisions, or any kind of West-India 
goods. Two men-of-war lying in Portsmouth River, have 
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taken iwO.corn sloops bound in there to supply the necessi- 
ties of the place, and were about sending them to Boston. 
Governour Wentwofth went on board to solicit their dis- 
charge, and represented the necessity of the Town, but 
without effect. This, proceeding has so exasperated the 
people, 'that" not a single Tory is left in the Province, and 
some of the,. most bigoted have quitted the cause, declared 
for the people, and join them in their most spirited mea- 
sures, &c. 

An important. expedition was on foot, but as we have 
received no news of its success, we fear it has miscarried. 



DECLARATION OF ALEXANDER WALKER. 

Salem, June 1,1775. 

Whereas I, the subscriber, did some time since sign an 
Address to Governour Hutchinson, which has given just 
cause of resentment to this Town and Country ; I do now 
declare, that at the same time of signing said Address, I 
did suppose it might serve the Colonies, but am convinced 
of my error, and am sorry for the offence I have given ; 
and stand ready as any other, as far as in me lies, to sup- 
port the rights and liberties of this Country. 

- , Alexander Walker. 

In Committee of Safety, June 3, 1775. 

The foregoing Declaration being presented and read, 
voted unanimously that the same is satisfactory. 

Attest: " ■ R. Derby, Jun., Chairman. 



TO THE AMERICANS. 

Salem, Massachusetts, June 1, 1775. 

We ate now called by the providence of God to fight 
for those precious liberties which were handed down to us 
by our heroick and venerable ancestors. Our present cir- 
cumstances are unhappy, but our prospect is great and 
glorious. God hath in a signal manner favoured our right- 
eous cause, covered our heads in the day of battle, miracu- 
lously given us the victory over our enemies, and shewn us 
his salvation. So very remarkably hath Heaven appeared 
on bur side, that I hope our murderous enemies will no 
longer dare to oppose what God approves. 
. We greatly lament that we are driven by tyranny to 
shed human blood. It would give us infinitely greater 
pleasure to make our enemies free and happy, than to tri- 
umph in victory. As a testimony of this disposition, we 
have given, freedom to the soldiers who were well inclined, 
that we have taken in the late engagement. And it is our 
ardent wish, and prayer to Almighty God, that these Col- 
onies may be enabled to give freedom and happiness to our 
oppressed land and Nation, without injury to any person, 
and the once happy union between Britons and Americans 
be restored, and both forever live together as brethren. 

An American. 



REV. SAMUEL LANGDON TO MASSACHUSETTS" CONGRESS. 

June 1, 1775. 

Sir: We, the Pastors of the Congregational Churches 
of the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay, in our present annual 
Convention, gratefully beg leave to express the sense "we 
have of the regard shown by the honourable Provincial 
Congress to us, and the encouragement they have been 
pleased to afford. to our assembling as a body this day. 
Deeply impressed with sympathy for the distresses of our 
much injured and oppressed Country, we are not a little 
relieved in". beholding the Representatives of this people, 
chosen. by their free and unbiased suffrages, now met to 
concert, treasures for their relief and defence, in whose 
wisdom, and ^integrity, under the "smiles of Divine Provi- 
dence, we cannot but express our entire confidence. As 
it has been found necessary to raise an Army for our safety, 
and our brave countrymen have so willingly offered them- 
selves to this "hazardous service, we are not insensible of the 
vast burden that "their necessary maintenance must devolve 
upon the people. We therefore cannot forbear, upon this 
occasion, to offer our service to the publick, and to signify 
our" readiness, with _ the consent of our several congreo-a- 
tions, to officiate, by rotation, as Chaplains to the Army. 

We devoutly commend the Congress, and our brethren 
in arms,, to the guidance and protection of that Providence, 



which, from the first "settlement of this Country, has so re- 
markably appeared for the preservation of its civil and re- 
ligious rights. Sam'l Langdon, Moderator. 

To the Honourable Joseph Warren, Esq., President of the 
Provincial Congress of the Colony of the Massachusetts- 
Bay, &c. 

At the Convention of the Ministers of "the Massachusetts- 
Bay, June 1, 1775: 

The Convention, taking into consideration the method 
of furnishing the Army with Chaplains, agreeably to the 
offer they have made to the honourable Congress, think it 
most expedient that a sufficient number of persons should 
be chosen out of their members by the Officers of the Army, 
to officiate statedly, rather than by quick rotation in that 
character ; and the Convention depend that the parochial 
duties of those Ministers who shall serve in the Army, will , 
be performed by their brethren in the vicinity. 

A true copy. Test : - Amos Adams, Scribe. 



SELECTMEN OF LUNENBURGH TO DOCTOR JOHN TAYLOR. 

Lunenburgh, Juno 1, 1775. 

Sir : W r e have received the resolve of the Provincial 
Congress, that there be draughted out of the town stock 
of powder from Lunenburgh, two half barrels for the use 
of the Army. Now, Sir, we here represent the circum- 
stances, the greater part of which you have a knowledge 
of. You may remember that the Town granted twenty- 
five Pounds to supply the town stock of ammunition, but 
by reason of the scarcity of powder we have never obtained 
it ; and at the time of the alarm at Concord, we were obliged 
to open the town stock to furnish those that marched on 
that occasion, (which was upwards of one hundred men,) 
and if we should take out the two half barrels, we should 
not have above thirty pounds of powder left in the town 
stock. Now, Sir, we desire to know if the Congress, 
under these circumstances, will excuse us from taking out 
the two half barrels, and if not, we are ready to comply 
with the resolve. Please "to write to us as soon as may- 
be ; in the mean time we remain yours, &c. 

By order of the Selectmen, George Kimball, 

Town Clerk. 
To Dr. John Taylor, Member of Congress. 

N. B. If you know of any powder to be sold, please to 
inform us. ."■".--" 



PETITION OF W.1LLIAM TALMAN AND OTHERS TO THE MAS- 
SACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Dartmouth, June 1, 1775. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress now sitting at 
Watertown: 

The Petition of us the subscribers humbly sheivelh : 

That your petitioners have, at great expense, fitted out 
some vessels for whaling voyages, and one or two with lumber 
for the West Indies, some of which are now ready for the 
sea, and being advised thereto by the Committee of Corres- 
pondence of this Town, and not being restricted therefrom by 
the Continental or Provincial Congress, the advice or direc- 
tions of which we determine to abide by in this affair ; not- 
withstanding which some people manifest an uneasiness that 
we should send our vessels to sea, and will not be satisfied 
unless we have the advice of the honourable the Provincial 
Congress, now sitting, thereon, which will "quiet the minds 
of the people, and give them and us satisfaction relative to 
said matter. Therefore, your petitioners pray your advice 
and.direction thereon ; and as in duty bound shall ever pray. 

William Talman, Isaac "Howland, Lemuel Williams, 

G. Church, John Alden; Joseph Russell, Jr., 

John Williams, Joseph Russell, Barnabas Russell, 

Leonard Jarvis, David Shepherd, .' Soth Russell, 

• John Howland, William Claghorn, Patrick Maxficld, 

Zadock Maxfield, Abraham Smith," Daniel Smith. 
Uriah Ray, Jr., 



MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. , 

Watertown, June 1, 1775. 
Gentlemen:. We send you enclosed a copy of a letter 
from Colonel Arnold, commander of the Troops at Ticon- 
deroga and Crown Point, together with a copy of a letter 
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from the Speaker of the House of Representatives for the 
Colony of Connecticut, by which you will be acquainted 
with the present situation of those fortresses, and the mea- 
sures necessary to be taken for serving and defending so 
valuable acquisitions. You will doubtless agree with us in 
sentiment, that it is a matter of the greatest importance that 
those places remain in our possession, in order to secure 
our frontiers from the depredations of our enemies, if they 
should attempt to attack us from that quarter, of which 
there appears to be great danger. It was the agreement 
of this Colony that four hundred men, and one hundred 
Pounds of money, should be raised for the reduction of the 
place, and it is our determination to contribute our full pro- 
portion, towards securing the acquisition. 

By the letter from the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives for Connecticut, you will find that that "Colony 
have voted to send immediately to their assistance four 
companies and five hundred weight of powder, and we 
suppose that the Troops are upon their march there. 

And we most earnestly request that you would continue 
your endeavours, likewise, for the speedy and effectual se- 
curity of the aforementioned places, which, considering the 
importance of the affair, and the ready disposition which 
you have discovered for the defence of the common cause, 
leaves" us no room to doubt of your compliance therewith. 

'''-'. _ Joseph Warren, President. 

To the Provincial Congress of New-Hampshire. 



MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO ASSEMBLY OF CONNECTICUT. 

Wiitcirtown, June 1, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We gratefully acknowledge the receipt 
of your favour of the 27th ultimo. We fully concur in 
opinion with you, that maintaining a post at Ticonderoga 
or Crown Point, is of the utmost importance ; therefore 
take particular satisfaction that you have, on this subject, 
so early and repeatedly expressed your minds to the Con- 
tinental Congress. 

By private intelligence, of the 29th ultimo, sent to 
Captain Joseph Trumbull, we are informed that the Pro- 
vincial Congress of New-York do not understand the 
resolve of the Continental Congress, concerning said for- 
tresses, to extend so far as wholly to disseminate them ; 
but so. far only as to supply any fortifications' that may be 
built at the south end of Lake George. Which resolve, 
in this sense of it, they are with despatch executing ; there- 
fore, in our present distressing situation, we have post- 
poned sending further assistance to Captain Arnold, espe- 
cially since New-York have not requested it. 
To the Hon. William Williams, Speaker of the House of 

Assembly of the Colony of Connecticut. 



GOVERNOUR OF CONNECTICUT TO MASSACHUSETTS CON- 



GRESS. 



Hartford, June'l, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Your letter of the "twenty-ninth of May, 
per Sheppard, is received, arid observe your agitation occa- 
sioned by the resolution of the General Congress touch- 
ing Ticonderoga and Crown Point. It was looked op In 
the same light here, and hath been repeatedly mentioned 
to the Delegates from Connecticut, that removing from 
Ticonderoga to the south end of Lake George" would 
expose great part of the frontiers to invasion and distress, 
and a fort at the latter scarcely tenable. The expressions 
of the resolution are not clear. The Provincial Con- 
gress at New-York take them to mean no more than the 
removing the supernumerary cannon and stores from those 
two fortresses to the_ south end of Lake George, but not 
to leave or abandon those two important posts. Mine of the 
29th of May, per Mr. Brown, informs what hath been re- 
solved here, which is fully approved by the Provincial Con- 
gress.at New- York. They express their concern to keep and 
maintain " the important posts of Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point." We have received intelligence from Albany of 
the readiness of that City and County to afford their ut- 
most assistance for securing those important posts for the 
common defence of our rights and liberties. Our General 
Assembly was closed last evening. I shall be attentive to 
your intelligence, and will; communicate to you all that 



appears important that shall come first to my knowledge. 
Please to direct for me at Lebanon. I congratulate yon 
on the union and increasing harmony of these North-Ame- 
rican Colonies, and the wonderful concurrence and coinci- 
dence of counsels among them. May our hearts be united 
in humble thankfulness therefor. I am, with great truth 
and regard, gentlemen, your most obedient humble ser- 
vant, Jonathan Trumbull. 
To the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts-Bay. 



JOSEPH KELLY TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable Committee of Safety and Gentlemen 
of the Congress, now sitting" at Exeter, in and for 
ilie Province of New-Hampshire : 
The Petition of Joseph Kelly, o/ Nottingham- West, 
in said Province, humbly sheivcth : " 

That your petitioner has, by orders from the Committee 
of Safety at Cambridge, raised a number of men for the 
preservation of the liberties of America, and has been at 
some considerable expense in providing arms and fitting 
them for said service ; some of which mep are now at Med°- 
ford, some at Cambridge, and the others wait for orders wh„en 
and where to march. That your petitioner verily thought 
he was serving God. and his Country in so doing ; notwith- 
standing, Major Ilubbert told your petitioner we were not 
looked upon as friends by this "Congress, for'nq other rea- 
son, that your petitioner knows of, than only because the 
soldiers at Cambridge refused to be mustered by said Ilub- 
bert, as they said they well knew him to be an enemy to 
the common cause ; which your petitioner had no other 
hand in than to persuade the soldiers to be easy and not 
to treat the said Hubbert\\\, and to tell him the mjnds of 
the people, and prevent any disorder in the camp. ''""Your 
petitionee prays the men may be taken intd the service of 
this Province, and put under some officers who. they shall 
agree cheerfully to go under, or that they may not b,e re- 
strained of their liberty of joining with any other Prov- 
ince, when they are willing to serve their .Country "to the 
utmost of their power in the common cause" ; which is the 
prayer of, gentlemen, your hearty and sincere well-wisher, 

June 1, 1775. JOSEPH KeLLY. 

Philadelphia, June 2, 1775. 

The spirit of opposition to the arbitrary and tyrannical 
acts of the Ministry and Parliament" of Britain, hath dif- 
fused itself so universally throughout this Province, - that 
the people,' even to its most extended* frontiers, are inde- 
fatigable in training thenlselves to military discipline. The 
aged, as well as the young, daily march out under the ban- \ 
ners, of liberty, and discover a determined resolution to 
maintain her cause even until death. In the Town of 
Reading, in Berks County, Pennsylvania, there had' been 
some time past three Companies formed, and very" forward 
in their exercise ; since, however, we are well informed a 
fourth Company have associated under the nameof the 
Old Man's Company. It consists of about eighty Ger- 
mans, of the age of forty and upwards. Many of them 
have been in the military service in Germany. The per- 
son who, at their first assembling, led them" to the field, is' 
ninety-seven years of age ; has been forty years in the 
regular service, and in seventeen pitched battles.; and the 
drummer is eighty-four. In lieu of a cockade, they, wear 
in their hats a black crape, as' expressive 'of their, sorrow 
for the mournful events which have occasioned them," at 
their late time of life, to take arms against our brethren, 
in order to preserve that liberty which they left their na- 
tive Country to enjoy. A correspondent, who lately saw 
them perform their exercise for several hours, says," they 
discovered such a sober firmness in their countenances, and 
such vigour and address 'in handling their arms and per- 
forming their evolutions, as filled him with the'hjghest re- 
spect and esteem for this truly venerable band. 



COMMITTEE OF TRYON COUNTY, NEW-YOJtK. *■ ' 

June 3^1775. 
Palatine District. — Cltristopher P. Yates, John, Frey, 
Andrew Fink, Andrew Reeber, Peter Waggoner, Dan- 
iel McDougall, Jacob Klor.k, George Ecker, Jr., Har- 
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manus Van Slyck, Christopher W. Fox, Anthony Van 

Veghten. 
Canajoharie District. — Nicholas Herkimer, Ebenezer 

Cox, William Seeber, John Moore, Samuel Campbell, 
. Samuel Clyde, Thomas Henry, John Pickard. 

KlNGSLANI) AND GERMAN FlATTS DISTRICTS. Edward 

Wall, William Petry, John Petry, Augustine Hess, 
Frederick Orendorf, George Wentz, Michael Ittig, 
Frederick Fox, George Herkimer, Duncan McJDou- 
gall, Frederick Helmer, John Frink. 
Mohawk District.— John Morlett, John Bliven, Abra- 
ham Van Home, Adam Fonda, Frederick Fisher, 
Sampson Simmons, William Schuyler, Volkert Veeder, 
James McMastcr, Daniel Lane.— 42. 

Christopher P. Yates was chosen Chairman. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE COMMITTEE OF TRYON 
COUNTY, NEW-YORK, TO COL. GUY JOHNSON. 

According to the example of the Counties in this and 
the neighbouring Colonies, the people of the District we 
represent have met in a peaceable manner to consider of 
the present dispute with the Mother Country and the Co- 
lonies, signed a General Association, and appointed us a 
Committee to meet in order to consult the common safety 
of our rights and liberties, which are infringed in a most 
enormous manner, by enforcing oppressive and unconstitu- 
tional Acts of the British Parliament, by an armed force 
in the Massachusetts-Bay. 

Was if any longer a doubt that we are oppressed by the' 
Mother Country, and that it is the avowed design of the 
Ministers to enslave us, we might, perhaps, be induced to 
use argument to point out in what particulars we conceive 
that it is the birthright of English subjects to be exempted 
from all taxes, except those which are laid on them by 
their Representatives, and think we have a right, not only 
by the laws and Constitution^ England, to meet for the 
purpose, we have done. Which meeting we probably 
would have postponed awhile, had there been the least 
kind of probability that the Petition of the General As- 
sembly would "have been noticed more than the united pe- 
tition of almost the whole Continent of America, by their 
Delegates in Congress ; which, so far from being anywise 
complied with, was treated with superlative contempt by 
the" Ministry, and fresh oppressions were, and are, daily 
heaped upon us. Upon which principles, principles which 
- are undeniable, we have been appointed to consult methods 
to contribute what little lies in our power to save our de- 
voted Country from ruin and devastation; which, with the 
assistance" .of Divine Providence, it is our fixed and deter- 
mined resolution to do; and, Tf called upon, we shall be 
foremost in sharing the toil and danger of the field. We 
consider New-England suffering in the common cause, and 
commisserate their distressed^ituation ; and we should be 
wanting in our duty to our Country and to ourselves, if 
we were any longer backward in announcing our determi- 
nation to the world. 

We know that some of the members of this Committee 
have been charged with compelling people to come into 
the measures which we have adopted, and with drinking 
treasonable toasts. But as we are convinced that these 
reports are false and malicious, spread by our enemies with 
the sole intent to lessen us in the esteem of the world, and 
as wd are Conscious of being guilty of no crime, and of 
having barely done our duty; we are entirely unconcerned 
as to any thing that is said of us, or can be done with us. 
We should, however, be careless of our character, did we 
not wish to detect the despicable wretch who could be so 
base as to charge us with things which we never have en- 
tertained the most distant thoughts of. We are not in-no- 
' rant of the very great importance of your office, as Super- 
intendent of the Indians, and, therefore, it is no more our 
duty than inclination to protect you in the discharge of 
the duty of your proper province, and we meet you with 
pleasure, in behalf of ourselves and our constituents, to 
thank you for meeting the Indians in the upper parts of 
the County, which may be the means, of easing the people 
of the re.mainder.of their fears on this, account, and prevent 
the Indians committing irregularities on their way down to 



Guy-Park. And we beg of you to use your endeavours 
with the Indians to dissuade them from interfering in the 
dispute with the Mother Country and the Colonies. We 
cannot think that, as you and your family possess very 
large estates in this County, you are unfavourable to Ame- 
rican freedom, although you may differ with us in the 
mode of obtaining a redress of grievances. Permit us 
further to. observe, that we canrrot pass over in silence the 
interruption which the people of. the Mohawk District met 
in their meeting; which, we are 'informed, was conducted 
in a peaceable manner; and the inhuman treatment of a 
man whose only crime was being faithful to his employers, 
and refusing to give an account of the receipt of certain 
papers to persons who had not the least colour of right to 
demand any thing of that kind. We assure you, that we 
are much concerned about it, as two important rights of 
English subjects are thereby infringed, to wit : a right to 
meet, and to obtain all the intelligence in their power. 



TO MB. JOHN HOLT. 

New -York, June 2, 1775. 

Sir : We have seen with that satisfaction which we be- 
lieve every British Constitutionist "must feel at beholding 
your name on the Address which you printed against un- 
lawful Standing Armies. You have done right; for the 
abetters of despotism cannot legally prosecute, though they 
may censure and dislike you for your honest boldness in 
conveying, through the channel of your press, the instruc- 
tion which was much wanted concerning deserters. 

That in the Colonies no soldier can be lawfully detained 
against, his will, or punished in any case by military officers, 
under colour of any act of the British Parliament only; 
that now all soldiers are under the sole protection of the 
civil power of such of the British Colonies where they 
may be respectively stationed ; and that whether the sol- 
diers choose to remain in or desert from the King's service, 
it is highly criminal and absurd in us not to protect them 
in their civil rights against the oppression of their tyranni- 
cal masters, or the usurpations of unlawful courts-martial. 
All these, Sir, are self-evident truths. And yet our citi- 
zens were alarmed on Saturday last, by a party of soldiers 
who sallied out of our barracks, seized a deserter in the 
street, and forcibly dragged him to their hold, where, it is 
said, the officer who received hira swore the deserter should 
be "shot or whipped to death." A quiet application (too 
quiet, doubtless) was made to one of the officers ; for, the 
deserter is still detained, and may be very soon transported 
elsewhere. Not long ago a deputation of four men from 
a Connecticut detachment, which did not stay here, was 
very differently received at the same barracks by an officer 
of the same corps. A deserter was peremptorily demand- 
ed there, and the officer immediately delivered him to the 
deputation. Shajl we behave with less spirit than our 
neighbours? Must we be reduced to call on them for 
assistance ? - - 

The audacious attack on the person of the deserter, vio- 
lently taken by the soldiery on Saturday last, was certain- 
ly intended to keep as long as possible in their state of 
delusion, the soldiery, who begin to doubt the local force 
of the abominable edict, under pretence of which many 
of their comrades have been most iriiquitously " shot or 
whipped to death!" And shall destruction be the lot of 
men who would avoid shedding the blood of their brethren, 
our own blood, and fly to us for protection against that 
unnatural command ? God forbid ! 

As military men cannot now exercise over the soldiers 
statioped in this Colony any lawful authority independent 
of our own established courts of judicature, we think it 
very necessary to inform you, that many of our fellow- 
citizens, ancient sons of liberty, "as well as ourselves, ex- 
pect that some orthodox casuist amongst your readers will 
speedily determine, and without "evasion, whether or not 
to apprehend deserters in defiance of pur laws, be out of 
the line of that peaceable behaviour which the Continen- 
tal Congress lately fixed as the 'criterion of our future 
operations respecting the Regulars who are permitted to 
remain in our barracks ; and if yea, what must be done 
for the safety of those who have been apprehended, and 
for our own ? A Club of Congressionists. 
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KO STANDING ARMY IN THE BRITISH COLONIES ; OR, AN 
ADDRESS TO THE' INHABITANTS OF THE COLONY OF 
NEW-YORK AGAINST UNLAWFUL STANDING ARMIES. 

" Resolved, nemine contradicente, That the keeping a 
Standing Army in these Colonies, in times of peace, with- 
out the consent of the Legislature of the Colony in which 
such Army is kept, is against law." — Proclamation of the 
Continental Congress. 

Brethren, Friends, and Countrymen: 

The sanguinary schemes of the present Administration 
have been sealed with the approbation of the late ministe- 
rial Parliament. Every vessel that came to this or the 
neighbouring ports, since the proceedings of our late Con- 
gress were published in London, brought us fresh intelli- 
gence of the hostile measures resolved on against us. 
More regiments are to be sent over, some of which will 
be stationed in tin's metropolis and in New-Jersey, to sup- 
port the King's friends, to intimidate and divide us, to be 
a check on the Southern Colonies, and, if judged practica- 
ble, to prevent their relieving our suffering brethren of the 
Massachuse tts-Bay . 

These particulars, and many more, have, doubtless, come 
to the knowledge of that body, commonly styled our Re- 
presentatives ; and yet, amongst the objects of real com- 
plaint, resolved as such by that Assembly, in their late 
catalogue of grievances, we do not read any of the ruin- 
ous consequences of an act of Parliament, which was 
solely machinated to extort the submission of all the Bri- 
tish Colonies to every parliamentary, or. what is synony- 
mous, to every ministerial mandate, though ever so ruinous. 
But it may be predicted that, sooner or later, this act will 
have the intended effect, should its not appearing to press 
upon us in a direct manner render us so inattentive, or so 
very selfish as to suffer its continuing to be enforced with 
impunity. 

This introduction must point out to you, that the act, or 
rather edict here alluded to, is that which was made for ex- 
tending to all the British Colonies on this Continent the 
acts of Parliament relating to mutiny and desertion in Great 
Britain, as likewise to maintain the discipline of His Ma- 
jesty's Army, so styled, instead of its true descriptive name, 
the British, or National Army — an impropriety of the 
greatest importance to a free people, justly jealous of their 
honour, and conscious of their real dignity ! But, to the 
manifest danger of the national liberty, this is little attend- 
ed to by military men ; too many of whom, from a field- 
marshal to a drummer, mistake the true sense of that 
phraseology", which, when at first used, was meant but as a 
complaint, and appeared, as it really was, perfectly harm- 
less, before out Kings kept a Standing Army. Erroneous 
notions on this head arc now big with ruin, it being not 
unfrequent to find in the military order a commissioned, as 
well as a non-commissioned varlet, ignorant enough to 
believe that he eats the King's bread, and is bound, for 
that yery reason, implicitly to obey any command he re- 
ceives from his superiours, who eat the same bread ! As 
men of this stamp never inquire with whose bread the King 
himself is fed, it is judged very necessary, at this critical 
juncture, to awaken the attention and sensibility of many 
men of liberal principles, who serve in the British Army 
and Navy, some of whom inadvertently mention the King, 
and even address him, as their master. 

The enemies to our Constitution, well knowing the fatal 
effects of the illusion which this old prejudice never fails 
to produce in the minds of the vulgar, surreptitiously pro- 
vided themselves with the Extension Edict, before (though 
not long before) the late Parliament issued their inquisito- 
rial sentences against the people of the Massachusetts-Bay. 
That edict demonstrates to you by what means the Min- 
istry have determined to conduct their conspiracy against 
our liberty. Surely, this is a grievance of the first magni- 
tude. 

The American newspapers have informed you since 
that time, that Courts-Martial have dared to decree various 
punishments, which have been inflicted on soldiers in Ame- 
rica ; but, though such Courts-Martial acted under colour 
of that same illegal edict, we do not learn that any of their 
members, or the deluded victims that became their accom- 
plices by executing the felonious sentences, have been in- 
dicted for theii r respective crimes ! Nay, have not such 



unlawful Courts-Martial been suffered in our metropolis to 
exercise the same illegal authority ? 

About the beginning of the last war, an Administration, 
which had formed no design against our liberty, acted on 
very different principles, to prevent the mutiny and deser- 
tion of the British forces in North America, The Min- 
ister sent circular directions to most of the American Gov- 
ernours, for procuring temporary acts, which, as they mani- 
festly tended to the welfare and safety of the whole Bri- 
tish Empire, were cheerfully granted, The Legislatures 
to which such applications were made, extended to their 
respective territories the acts of Parliament for punishing 
mutiny and desertion, &c. Those acts afterwards re- 
ceived the Royal assent; but the legal force of every such 
temporary act has long since expired. They were granted 
with the same caution that acts of a similar nature pass in 
Great Britain, where the Lords and Commons know, that 
the national liberty might be easily destroyed should they 
declare acts of such importance, perpetual. The Legisla* . 
ture can give no lavyful authority to such acts of perpetual 
duration, any more than" they can lawfully surrender the 
liberties of the people. These have, in reserve, tin ina- 
lienable right to ratify, or annual every act of their dele* 
gates to legislative assemblies. 

The fair proceedings of the Administration above men- 
tioned, are of publick notoriety. They not only prove, in 
the most authentick manner, that Administration then be- 
lieved the British Parliament had no right to bind us in 
all cases whatsoever, but that, the King and his Ministers 
were solicitous to demonstrate the uprightness of their in- 
tentions — that they would not violate any of our constitu- 
tional rights, by attempting to bind us in any case what- 
soever, without our legal consent. 

The anti-British junto, being sensible the legal expira- 
tion of those temporary acts of the Colonies was an invin- 
cible obstacle to their projects of depredation, so artfully 
conducted themselves in, and out of Parliament, that their 
dark designs were not suspected. For this reason, the 
patriotjek minority, who did not think that more regi- 
ments were intended to be sent over to America, made 
little or no opposition. to the Extension Edict. This shows 
you, my brethren, how cautious you ought to be of your 
friends themselves. They may be sincere, but they do not 
feel! - '.... ,-../_ 

" Let us see now what our late venerable Congress did 
for us — they who felt with us the innumerable evils that 
are inseparable from a Standing Army not dependant on 
ourselves. Their ninth resolve expressly declares, that 
to keep such Army is unlawful, and consequently pro- 
claims the nullity of the Extension Edict, jn_ the compre- 
hensive words which are prefixed to this address, although 
the consequence which results from the truth contained in 
them, being founded on the self-evident principles of univer- 
sal jurisprudence, that respectable authority might have 
been omitted here, without the least danger. This conse- 
quence is "acknowledged by the uniform proceedings of 
every civilized Country relative to distributive justice, as 
well as in the judgment of every person who is not in a 
state of insanity. Whatever is done any where against 
law, cannot be supported there, by law. It is amere nul- 
lity. ._.'_. 

We have often been astonished at the superlative effron- 
tery of ministerial hirelings; and yet, it is improbable any 
caviller of that tribe will be so irreverent and scurrilous as 
to urge, that the ninth resolve of the Congress does not 
affect the extension edict. However, should you meet with 
that wretch, read to him, and intrench yourselves within 
the tenth resolve in their Bill of Rights, from whicb the 
following quotation is inserted here, to support the ninth 
resolve, and several other parts of this address, to wit: 

"All and each of which," that is to say, the rights 
mentioned in the nine preceding resolves, " the aforesaid 
Deputies, in behalf of themselves and their constituents, 
do claim, demand, and insist'on, as their indubitable rights 
and liberties, which cannot be legally taken from Them, 
altered, or abridged by any power whatever, without their 
own consent, by their Representatives, in their several 
Provincial Legislatures. ''.'_'_.. 

" In the course of our inquiry we find many infringe- 
ments and violations of the foregoing rights, which, from 
an ardent desire that harmony and a mutual intercourse of 
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affection and interest may be restored, we pass over for the 
present, and proceed to state such acts and measures as 
have begn. adopted since the last war, which demonstrate a 
■system formed to enslave America." 
- ^Now, can a fair reasoner assert that, notwithstanding the 
declared, illegality of the infringements alluded to in the 
preceding quotation, the declaration implies, that the Con- 
egress "admitted the legal operation of any such act, till it 
should be repealed ? That it is to be so understood, 
though the whole of the proceedings shows that it is 
feared there will be a civil war, unless they be repealed ? 
Though the repeal be solicited, not to annul such acts, 
' (they being all illegal, and every one of them, whether 
enumerated or not, being consequently null and void,) but 
" to restore harmony," that i_s, to prevent that civil war 
which is justly feared, unless the violences which have 
been already committed to enforce those unlawful, illegal, 
and nu]L acts, be discontinued ? 
- ,~;If ijlpse. jnen^ who, solemnly appealing to God and the 
equity ofmankind for the justice of our cause, declared 
to you and the other members of the British Nation that 
" to keep a Standing Army in these Colonies without our 
consent, is against law," had justified the least suspicion of 
their admitting that it was not against law to punish, with- 
out our cpns.ent, mutiny and desertion in such unlawful 
Standing Army : Believe me, my dear, devoted coun- 
"tfymcn,' the niost iniquitous Administration that can be 
conceived, the present Administration itself, never would 
wish to obstruct their proceedings. 

The Extension Act is unlawful, illegal, and null, being 
made "to support the discipline of an unlawful Standing 
Army : and should a Standing Army be made lawful in any 
Colony, (which God avert,) the Extension Act would, ne- 
vertheless, remain unlawful, illegal, and null in that Colo- 
ny, until the Legislature should have given it their local 
lawfulness, legality, and" therefore existence. But you 
)jave rro reason to fear this ; for self-preservation will effect- 
ually prevent the most abandoned traitor from making a 
motion of that tendency in any American legislative as- 
sembly, against the safety of a people protected by the 
British r Const\tiiUon. 

Regardless of every principle of justice and policy, the 
British Parliament are trying against our liberty experi- 
ments which, if hazarded against the people under their 
immediate legislative authority, would infallibly involve 
Great Britain, in r a civil war, and might produce another 
revolution there. The King is vested with the supreme 
command of all the forces of the Nation, wherever they 
may be stationed ; but he has no legal coercive authority 
any where over the soldiers or sailors, otherwise than by 
local laws, made from time to time, to that effect. And, 
as the safety of every constitutional right depends on the 
limitation of that authority, the other branches of the Le- 
gislature grant him but temporary acts, for maintaining the 
discipline of the army and navy, by coercive laws, and for 
restraining or enlarging the power of Courts-Martial in both 
these departments, within the limits of that Legislature by 
which they are granted. 

The limited duration of those laws being as short as it 
appears, from occasional circumstances, to be. consistent 
with the publick safety, the treasonable designs of Admin- 
istration .may be counteracted with more facility than if 
such laws were perpetual. After the legal expiration of 
those acts, the King's lawful authority over the national 
forces expiring of course, can he punish, or detain any 
body in that service, since Courts-Martial are abolished by 
law, as they now are in the British Colonies ? And if the 
King would attempt to retain them in his own service, how 
could he accomplish it before he had usurped an arbitrary 
power over the purses of the people ? Could he satisfy ca- 
pricious demands, which would increase in proportion to 
the knowledge that every man in his army and navy would 
have of the embarrassments of their master ? No ! for 
those salutary limitations are solely intended to preserve 
inviolate" our rights of opening or shutting up our purses, 
as we think, fit. They ha ye till now prevented such usur- 
pations, which, to exercise with safety, is the ultimate end 
of every other usurpation that ever was exercised by any 
tyrant in the world. It was but to attain that end the 
selfish Parliament of Great Britain have so flagitiously 
exceeded the limits of lawful power. 



• If you admit, as lawful, the extension illegally decreed 
by a ministerial Parliament, and machinated but as a pro- 
visional edict to insure the success of measures resolved on, 
relatively to the proscription of the Bostonians, and other 
proscriptions in petto; if you only tolerate its illegal ope- 
ration any longer, the King will not experience those diffi- 
cultjes^ which would thwart his arbitrary projects in Great 
Britain, were his usurpations to begin there. His Parlia- 
ment might pay us the compliment of renewing the exten- 
sion and other temporary acts of their own sole legislation, 
for the sole purpose of raising a revenue to lighten their 
own burdens, which luxury and corruption have already 
prodigiously increased, and which your tameness will in- 
crease to a degree which it is now beyond the power of cal- 
culators to ascertain. But you may rest assured that, in a 
very short time, Administration will sport with your liberties, 
and, soon after, with those of the whole British Empire. 
The opprobrious and degrading denomination of Province, 
which now is but an innocent and unmeant misapplication 
of a foreign word adopted in our language, will significantly 
describe the real state of every British Colony, and, indeed, 
of every Shire in Great Britain and Ireland. Never forget 
that about two years ago' a crowned miscreant compelled 
the states of Sweden, the Parliament of ..that. Country, to 
release him from his coronation oath ! His success may 
tempt others to commit the same sacrilege. 

Qur enemies are now terrified at the superiority of 
strength which the justice of our cause gives us over them 
in the present contest. They will be amazed at the effect 
of their flimsy artifices, if, by tolerating the extension 
edict, we stupidly subject ourselves to a set of men upon 
whom we can have no check; who, having exempted 
themselves and their tools from the power of our tribunals, 
will drag before theirs, such of us who may indicate the 
least inclination to a better change. " Then, our disguised 
friends, and our open foes, united in the British Parlia- 
ment, will, with iron hands and unfeeling hearts, "bind us 
in aliases whatsoever." We shall be in the condition of 
the Swedes, French, Spaniards, and most other Nations, 
where, now and then, an honest man may regret the loss of 
his natural rights, but where an attempt to recover them 
would be next to madness. 

It will be a melancholy reflection to us, perhaps for 
many years, that no strictures have yet been tendered 
respecting the destructive tendency of the extension edict. 
It is expected that the tried patriotism of our ablest writers 
will inspire them to hold it up to publick view in its most 
minute circumstances. The silence now complained of 
dismays our friends, and secretly elates our enemies on the 
other side of the water; it may, in some measure, excul- 
pate the Magistrates and Grand-Juries, who have not 
yet brought to justice any of the persons who are liable to 
be prosecuted in their respective districts for crimes com- 
mitted there, under the unlawful sanction of Parliamentary 
edicts. 

But, every such edict, or illegal act of Parliament, being 
void and null in law, respecting its operation amongst us, 
it clearly follows, that all the robberies and burglaries com- 
mitted by Custom-House Officers and others, under colour 
of several edicts of a similar nullity; that all the murders 
and violences perpetrated under the directions of illegal 
Courts-Martial ; that the oppression of the soldiers, who 
now are legally under the sole protection of the civil power 
of the British Colonies on this Continent, where they are 
unlawfully stationed by a despotick Administration; and 
that the enormities which Custom-House Officers, and il- 
legal Courts of Admiralty or Vice-Admiralty, or which the 
.deluded soldiery in the ministerial service, have already 
committed, or may hereafter commit, shall be wholly charge- 
able to the pusillanimous, or treasonable connivance of 
the Colonists themselves, if such crimes remain unnoticed 
by those whose sworn, and therefore whose indispensable 
duty it is, to bring them to light and trial. 

my countrymen, will you cease to incur the con- 
tempt of the world ? Will you no longer continue the jest 
of your enemies? Listen no more to trembling delin- 
quents, who artfully whisper to you, that your Courts of- 
Justjce would quash such indictments. For God's sake, 
do justice to the understanding and integrity of your 
Judges, Consider, and you will clearly see, that were 
they as corrupt as we know them to be othervyise, they 
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would not dare, at this juncture, to betray their iniquitous 
partiality. Nay, the most profligate member of our As- 
sembly, though he could depend on the concurrence of a 
majority of the same corrupt principles, would not dare 
now to abuse representation so far as to move for a bill 
tending to screen, directly or indirectly, under the illusory 
declaration of your assent, manifested by them only, any of 
the obnoxious acts which the late Congress reprobated, as 
demonstratory of " a system formed to enslave America." 

Timid well-wishers to their Country may object, that 
our zeal will be frustrated by an unprincipled Governour ; 
that, not daring with a high hand to impede the prosecu- 
tion of criminals, protected by himself, he will stretch pre- 
rogative even to the pardon of irremissible crimes, none of 
which are more so than those by which our sacred Consti- 
tution is endangered. But, may not the well known fate 
of a Porteus check traitors, by convincing them that they 
cannot always shelter themselves under the wings of pre- 
rogative ? And should this prove ineffectual, our holy re- 
ligion teaches us, that no worldly consideration ought to 
deter the just from doing his duty. Our Committees, and, 
what is much safer, Colonial Conventions, vested with dis- 
cretionary powers, will, at last, baffle the arts of ministe- 
rial tools, and work our political salvation. 

If there be amongst us a conscientious lawyer, he cer- 
tainly will point out to the officers of the unlawful Standing 
Army, stationed in the British Colonies, the imminent 
danger they run by detaining soldiers in North America, 
under the illegal extension edict. As to pettifoggers, we 
know they are seduced by the prospect of a plentiful har- 
vest, and that self-interest, not justice, determines tbem to 
act, whatever side they undertake to defend. If the 
Minister do not value these enough to retain them in his 
service for supporting the unlawful acts, they will of course 
rejoice at the almost innumerable actions of a civil nature 
which may be grounded on the local nullity of Parliamen- 
tary edicts, and commenced by soldiers for unjust deten- 
tion, loss of time, and unpaid labour; or for various tres- 
passes, unjustifiable before tribunals which follow the 
British system of law. 

All injuries sustained by any person in this Colony, in 
consequence of the same unlawful sanction, may be re- 
dressed, and the same offences will be prevented for the 
future, if we have but sense and firmness enough to apply 
as we should, and where we should. It is never too late 
to do our duty. Let us trust the event to the omnipotent 
Ruler of the; universe, and He will reward our persever- 
ance. 

If, through ignorance or inattention, any of you ever 
gave a verdict in contradiction to the fundamentals of jus- 
tice ; if he admitted the force of any act of Parliament to 
which your own Colonial laws have given no such force, 
that man must be very unhappy whenever he reflects on 
the injustice he has occasioned ; but he is guiltless — he 
deserves compassion. It is far different with jurymen, who 
knew the local nullity of acts of Parliament, and by their 
verdicts authorized their illegal operation. Those jurymen, 
and the judges who designedly suffered it — who have sup- 
pressed the warnings and instructions which they ought to 
have given, and strengthened with their eloquence — have 
been bribed. Whether hope, fear, avarice, or any other 
worldly motive influences such judges and jurymen— they 
have been bribed. They stand guilty before God and 
man, of wilful and corrupt perjury. 

Do not believe, my dear countrymen, that, infatuated as 
the junto may be, they hope that the Continental Associa- 
tion can be dissolved by the external, the seeming defection 
of any Colony, were it even ours, which is nearly central, 
and the most liable to such suspicions. A Governour may 
bribe the majority of an Assembly, who fancy that they 
represent a people not virtuous enough to exercise their 
rights of choosing their representatives and elective officers 
by ballot. Illegal warrants may be issued, and remain 
unquashed for a considerable time, to bewilder the bulk of 
the people with the innumerable doubts which, it is evi- 
dent, will arise from the untried illegality of those proceed- 
ings; to intimidate and oppress, till the bench determine 
the question; and, in the mean while, to deter the injured 
from prosecuting such daring conspirators. 

He may bribe a few trading justices, and seduce other 
sons of corruption and power, who hold, or expect to hold 



magistracy or other offices during pleasure, and are as much 
afraid of Colonial Conventions as the Minister is of Con- 
tinental Congresses. But he cannot bribe the body of 
the people, in whom, originally and finally, lies the sover- 
eign power, represented for their benefit only by one 
single person. 

AH the Colonies, nay, the internal force of any single 
Colony, can punish a few venal officers for abusing the au- 
thority with which they are entrusted by their superiours, 
who are themselves subordinate to another superiour, like- 
wise entrusted by, and (as glorious experience shows) ac- 
countable, as well as every one of his dependants, to the 
people at large, whether they meet in one single spot, or 
in their respective Districts. The patriotick spirit of the 
American Britons cannot be subdued. They will exer- 
cise their constitutional right to hold Conventions for their 
safety ; a right which cannot be questioned, without open- 
ly denying the legal title of the Hanoverian line of our 
Kings to the British Crown. Therefore, my dear coun- 
trymen, do not basely relinquish that sacred right, when 
you ought to exercise it. You know that, should you be 
oppressed by a wicked knot of traitors, your will be deliver- 
ed by your happier neighbours as soon as their assistance 
is required. 

The arch fiend to our Constitution knows all this. The 
Colonies which delegated members to the late Congress, 
have already appalled him, that insolent, cruel, and cow- 
ardly wretch, who, a year ago, declared" by his wicked 
trumpet, that he would not relent "till he saw you pros- 
trate at his feet !" Your Congress made him stoop to 
proposals, which he well knows you will reject with dis- 
dain. He means tut to divide and betray you, whom he 
despairs to subjugate by force. However, he will send 
more Troops, more indeed than he thinks it is prudent 
now to divulge. But it is not solely in that re-enforcement 
he confides. Will you believe it, my dear devoted coun- 
trymen, it is in his opinion of your folly. I shall reveal to 
you his grand secret — the only resource left him to extort 
your compliance. 

Now that the vices of the Nation have reduced to a state 
of impotence the small portion of virtue which still re- 
mains in the British Parliament, he hopes that a supersti- 
tious reverence for that body, degenerate as it is, will con- 
tinue to betray you into absurdities, and an inconsistent 
passiveness. He still hopes that your inattention to the 
extension edict will enable him at last to defeat your united 
forces. Your supineness justifies him in believing, and per- 
suading his associates, that you will always tolerate the 
operation of that destructive edict, which is sufficient in 
itself to put all the others in force. 

Can we, without feeling the severest stings of self- 
reproach, reflect on the many crimes which, since the ex- 
tension act was quietly enforced, our inattention has em- 
boldened Custom-House Officers and other sons of tyranny 
to commit? Oh ! had criminal prosecutions been instituted 
in that Country where the first felony or the first degrada- 
tion of human nature was committed, in defiance of our 
laws, and under the usurped authority of Courts-Martial, 
or rather, immediately after their first unwarrantable sen- 
tence was known ! had soldiers been duly ' protected 
against their tyrannical masters, robberies and murders 
might have been prevented ; our brethren at Boston could 
not be dragooned ; we might long ago have defied the com- 
binations of the parricidal junto, whose aim is to destroy out 
Constitution ! We should no longer fear their dethroning 
our King, and fixing his crown on the head of a race of 
tyrants whom a patriotick Parliament justly proscribed 
about ninety years ago, as irreconcilable foes to the natu-^ 
ral rights of the British Nation ! With truth and security 
we might tell the arch fiend, " What do you think of venal 
Parliaments now ?" 

Since no sophistry can delude an incorrupted American 
jury ; since the joint efforts of the ministerial hirelings can- 
not, without our connivance, hold up before the eyes of 
the soldiers the veil which hides from them the knowledge 
of their civil rights, let us instruct those deluded victims ; 
let us openly protect them against their oppressors. If we 
adopt this pacifick mode of resistance, which no political 
casuist who has subscribed to the Revolution creed can 
disapprove, the Minister may send over as many Regiments 
as he pleases; the intended instruments of our ruin will 
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but add to our strength and prosperity. As soon as the/ 
kngw it .is .against law to detain them in the Army, the 
ministerial army, there will be no obstacle to their deser- 
tion. Then, but not before, sycophants, paid to calumni- 
ate and betray the British Colonies, will in vain attempt to 
persuade the instructed and less credulous soldiers that we 
shall deliver them up to facilitate our reconciliation with the 
British Parliament, who will not hear of any proposal of 
accommodation, unless this, their sine qua non condition, be 
first complied with. If we adopt this generous measure, we 
shall enjoy the purest pleasure that can affect freemen — 
that of rescuing our fellow-creatures, our brethren, from 
disgraceful bondage. And if experience can teach us 
wisdom, we shall so cautiously grant temporary acts for 
preventing mutiny and desertion, should ever the saTety of 
the British Empire make it again necessary to grant such 
acts, that the jibominable project of reducing us into a state 
of sfavery, by the means of a Standing Army, cannot enter 
the head of any future Minister. 

• The^virfuQus part of the British Officers themselves 
impatiently wait for this manifestation of our prudence. 
They will secretly rejoice, as Britons, at the mutiny and 
desertion of whole battalions, whatever they may do in 
their publick character to the contrary. And General 
Gage, whom his weakness and incapacity recomrnended 
.to a perfidious Administration, who emulously extol his 
.abilities, though they would not have employed him if a 
sensible man, of an established military reputation, had 
accepted the dishonourable command ; that General, whom 
they have decorated but as a bound victim, may be brought 
to justice, and answer for the many crimes which his thirst 
of power inspired him to perpetrate, or patronize, as the 
most acceptable offerings which could propitiate to him his 
tutejarDejty at St. James's. 

■/' ty : J3-.flSJ y et t0 ° l ate t0 pursue this plan of philanthropy 
and .sdf-defence ; but we must "exert ourselves with activi- 
ty and constancy. If we lose time, the soldiers, not know- 
ing 'the local nullity of an edict made for the purpose of 
detaining them against law, on an unnatural service which 
they abhor, will be afraid of being treacherously delivered 
up, in case they desert. They will not cease to be awed 
by illegal Courts-Martial, though if they were properly 
instructed they would not fear, but despise, the authority 
usurped by those Courts ; and the soldiers who have been 
injured by them, or by any military officer, would obtain 
legal redress, should they make proper application. 

If we suffer them to be misled by a sacrilegious interpre- 
tation of their military, oath, from which they are released 
as soon as the Army is kept against law ; if we scandalous- 
ly forsake them, in vain shall we cry out to them in the 
strain of the Roman, Patriot, 

Whither, oh ! whither do you madly run 7 
Tis not that Britons, with avenging flame, 
.. Might burn the rival of the British name ; 

But that the Stuarts should their vows enjoy, 
- And George, with impious hand, himself destroy ! 

. When they are ordered to butcher us, and destroy our 
habitations, then they will not listen to us; self-preserva- 
tion, and even revenge, must impel them to imbrue their 
hands in our blood., and our destruction or slavery, attend- 
ed with the curses of posterity, may be the fatal conse- 
quences of our infatuation, in neglecting to seize an oppor- 
tunity to vanquish our enemies without shedding the blood 
of pur friends. An Anti-Despot. 



ROBERT ANp. JOHN MURRAY TO THE NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, June 2, 1775. 

Sir: Herewith you have a memorial to the Congress 
now assembled, together with a copy of the papers laid be- 
fore the Continental Congress. We should take it as a 
favour, if you would lay the whole before the gentlemen as 
soon as possible. Your compliance will much oblige your 
humble servants, Robert &t John Murray. 

P. V. B, Livingston, Esq., President of the Congress. 

Memorial of Robert Murray and John Murray to the 
Honourable the Provincial Congress of New-York. 
Gentlemen: The annexed papers are copies of what 

we laid before the honourable Continental Congress, in 



consideration of which they came to the following Resolu- 
tion : .._'._ 

"In Congress, May 27, 1775. 

"Upon motion, the Memorial of Robert Murray and 
John Murray, desiring to be restored to their former situa- 
tion, with respect to their commercial privileges, was taken 
into consideration, and after some time spent thereon, 

'•' Resolved, That where any person hath been, or shall 
be, adjudged by a Committee to have violated the Conti- 
nental Association, and such offender shall satisfy the Con- 
vention of the Colony where the offence was or shall be 
committed, or the Committee of the Parish of St. John's, 
in the Colony of Georgia, if the offence be committed 
there, of his contrition for his offence, and sincere resolu- 
tion to conform to the Association for the future, the said 
Convention or Committee of the Parish of St. John's afore- 
said, may settle the terms upon which he may be restored 
to the favour and forgiveness of the publick, and that the 
terms be published. 

" A true copy from the Minutes: 

"Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

From the foregoing it appears, that to procure restora- 
tion to publick favour, we have no tribunal but yours to 
appeal to. The annexed papers exhibit a full state of our 
case, which we humbly submit to your consideration, not 
doubting but that in your wisdom you will afford us such 
relief as will be consistent with humanity and the publick 
good. Robert Murray, 

John Murray. 
June 2, 1775. 



MEMORIAL OF ROBERT AND JOHN MURRAY TO THE CONTI- 
NENTAL CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable the Continental Congress now sitting 

at Philadelphia : 
The Memorial of Robert Murray and John Murray, 

of the City of New- York, Merchants, humbly shew- 

eth : 

That the memorialists being owners of the ship Dutchess 
of Gordon, and expecting she would be in London by the 
time their orders could arrive there, did, on the 7th of Sep- 
tember last, by a letter to Philip Sansom, direct him to 
put certain articles on board the said ship, on account of 
the memorialists, together with what freight he could pro- 
cure for her, and to despatch her immediately for New- 
York, as may appear by an extract of the letter hereunto 
annexed, marked No. 1. . . . 

That the memorialists, so far from entertaining any de- 
sign to counteract the measures recommended by the late 
Continental Congress, did, as soon as they were informed 
thereof, countermand the above-mentioned orders, except 
as to such goods as might, in consequence thereof, have 
actually become the property of the memorialists and their 
partner, the said Philip Sansom; for the truth of which 
they beg leave to refer to the annexed extract of a letter 
to the said Philip Sansom, dated. the 5th of October, 1774, 
marked No. 2. - ■ - '- -■ 

That in pursuance of the above directions, there were 
shipped on board the Beulah, (a vessel belonging to the 
memorialists) at London, sundry goods, on account of the 
memorialists and their partner, with which goods the said 
vessel sailed for New-York on the, 5th or6th day of De- 
cember last, and arrived there the 16th or 17th of February 
following. 

That on the arrival of the said vessel and cargo, which 
happened after the time limited by the Congress for the 
continuance of our importations, the memorialists having 
no intention to land their goods contrary to the terms of the 
Association, would have cheerfully submitted to what they 
conceived to be the spirit and design thereof, and were 
therefore willing, and did offer to unload their cargo and 
ship it in another bottom, under the inspection of some 
of the Committee here, and to send it to some place not 
within the restriction imposed by the Congress; and the 
memorialists beg leave to refer to the annexed copy of their 
letter, sent to the Committee upon this subject, marked 
No. 3, containing more at large their proposal, and the 
reasons on which it was founded. 

' The memorialists beg leave further to observe, that they 
did verily believe their "construction of this pa^t of the 
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Association was consistent with the spirit and design there- 
of; and had the Committee here been of that opinion, such 
a mode of compliance would have greatly alleviated the 
loss of the memorialists, as they might, in that case, have 
shipped their cargo away in a small vessel, instead of sendr 
ing it in a vessel not above one-third full. 

That, reduced, as they thought, to an unnecessary hard- 
ship, and chagrined with the disappointment, the memo- 
rialists rashly formed. the design of secretly landing some 
small part of the cargo, and were so imprudent as to carry 
the same into execution. That before a discovery was 
made thereof, and at a time when the memorialists had 
great reason to suppose the place where the goods were 
deposited would not be discovered, to wit: the 13th of 
March last, they made a declaration of the fact, and offered 
to give the Committee a full account of the particulars, on 
oath, which they accordingly did on the loth of the same 
month, when all the goods landed had been delivered up 
to the Committee of Elizabethtown, and the disposition 
thereof submitted entirely to the directions of the Com- 
mittees at New-York ; all which particulars will more 
fully appear from Holt's New-York Journal, of the 23d 
March, hereunto also annexed, to which the memorialists 
refer. 

The memorialists having proceeded thus far, and mani- 
fested their intention to satisfy the publick in any reason- 
able way that could be expected, as well as to express their 
contrition for the hasty and imprudent measure they had 
taken ; and to prevent their future commercial intercourse 
with others from becoming the means of other infractions 
of the Association, the memorialists did shut up their 
store, discontinue all trade, shut up their own goods under 
the seals of certain persons here, transfer their commis- 
sion business to others, and give up their wharf as free for 
the use of the navigation of this City, until they should be 
relieved in the premises by the interposition of the Con- 
gress. As vouchers of these facts, the memorialists refer 
to the annexed printed publications, marked No. 5 and 

No. 6. . '. ' r' . . 

The foregoing is a true state of the facts relative to this 
unhappy affair in which the memorialists are involved ; and 
as their commercial concerns were large and extensive, at 
least amounting to £50,000 per annum, this total derelic- 
tion of business has become an immense loss to them ; and 
if unrelieved, cannot but terminate in their ruin. 

That Mr. Philip Sansom, their partner, who has been 
distinguished for his. warm attachment to American liberty, 
though not concerned in the indiscreet step taken by the 
memorialists, is yet involved in all its fatal consequences. 
That besides the weight of distress and sufferings to which 
the memorialists themselves have been exposed, not only 
from their great losses, but the resentment of an incensed 
people, their present situation must be attended with a train 
of evils to the innocent who are connected with them in 
business ; their creditors must suffer ; those who depended 
■ on their large commercial business for bread, are turned out 
of employ, and the publick deprived of the advantages 
which necessarily flow from a continuance of their trade 
and commerce. 

That the memorialists presume the American Congress, 
from the great and important ends of the Convention, will 
move only on publick principles, and therefore think it im- 
proper to address their tender and benevolent feelings, not 
doubting but every generous and humane sentiment to- 
wards the memorialists, which is consistent with the pub- 
lick good, will have their due influence in a determination 
of this subject, in which the memorialists are so deeply 
interested. 

Permit them, then, to hope that this august and respect- 
able body, from a consideration of the conduct of the me- 
morialists in this affair; from their utmost endeavours to 
atone, in some measure, for their indiscretion ; from the 
great and complicated distress they have already sustained ; 
from the circumstance that the innocent are deeply involved 
in their sufferings; and that a continuation of their suffer- 
ings can only perpetuate their calamities, without advanc- 
ing the important ends of publick safety, will, in their wis- 
dom, reinstate the memorialists jn their former situation, 
with respect to their commercial privileges.. 

-"••" Robt. Murray, 

John Murray. 



No. 1. 

"EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO PHILIP SANSOM, DATED NEW- 
YORK, SEPTEMBER 7, 1774. 

As we expect the Dutchess will be with you by the time 
this reaches thy hands, we have thought it most prudent to 
order out some bulky articles, such as we apprehend will 
pay a good freight, in consequence of which, we have now 
enclosed. thee a list of such articles as we woulcf.have thee 
send out in her immediately, with what freight offers. 

No. 2. ■--■---■ --■ -■■"" 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO PHILIP. SANSOM, DATED OCTp- 
BER 5, 1774. 

The foregoing is a copy of our last, per the Thetis, to 
the contents of which refer you. She. sailed the 2d cur- 
rent, since which we find it to be the sense of the Congress, 
that all orders that are gone may be suspended or counter- 
manded; in consequence of which, we desire that all our 
orders sent may be countermanded, except such as are al- 
ready become our property. Those we would have you 
ship immediately, by the first vessel for this port, giving the 
preference to one. of our own, if there. 

No. 3. " ' "' 

February 20, 17 j5.. 

Gentlemen: We being sole owners of the Ship Beu- 
lah, from London, do propose, (with your approbation,)' 
that the ship be regularly entered at the Custom-House; 
in which case we pledge to you our word and honour, that 
no part of the goods shall be landed in this Province; but 
the same shall be forthwith reshipped and sent off in some 
Other bottom. If it shall be thought more. satisfactory, we 
consent that any number of your body be on board the 
ship while here, to see that the above engagement is strictly 
observed. . 

This proposition, we think, must appear reasonable, as 
being not inconsistent with the resolution of the Congress ; 
and therefore we are led to hope it will meet not only with 
your approbation, but that of the inhabitants of this. City 
in general. The Congress having been silent as to what 
bottom the goods shall be returned in, probably meant to 
expose the owners of the ship and cargo to as little incon- 
venience as possible, by leaving that matter to their discre- 
tion, which, from the terms in which their resolve is ex- 
pressed, seems evidently to be the case. Their words are : 
" If any goods, wares, or merchandises, shall be imported 
after the first day of February, the same ought forthwith 
to be sent back again without breaking any of the. pack- 
ages thereof." This, we conceive, manifestly declares that 
the goods, (which are the object of this resolve,") are to be 
imported after the first day of February ; but as there can- 
not be a legal importation without an entry at the Custom- 
House, it follows that such entry is presupposed and im- 
plied in their resolution ; and the more especially, as they 
direct that the packages shall be sent back unopened ; for, 
as opening the packages without an entry, would make the 
ship liable to a seizure, the Congress could hardly have 
thought such rash conduct in the owners to be probable ; 
and, therefore, from this prohibitory clause, they must have 
considered the goods as in a situation in which the pack- 
ages might be lawfully opened, which plainly includes the 
idea of a previous entry at the Custom-House. By per- 
mitting, therefore, such entry under the guards proposed, 
we think that not only the letter, but the spirit and inten-. 
tion of the resolution of the Congress will be fully-com- 
plied with. - 

It has, and probably may again be insisted on against 
this construction of the resolve, that the first article of the 
Association prohibits the importation of goods from Great 
Britain, fee, after the first day of December ; and there- 
fore, that it must be absurd to suppose the Congress could 
intend an importation after the first day of February, in the 
sense we contend for, as it would imply a contradiction. 
Whatever force there may appear to be in this argument at 
first view, it is entirely taken off by the explanatory clause 
in the tenth article, which declares, that in case any mer- 
chant, trader, or .other persons, shall import any goods after 
the first day of December, and before the first day of Febru- 
ary, the same ought forthwith, at the election of the owner, 
to be either reshipped or delivered up to. the Committee 
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of the County, &,c. .That an - importation, in the proper 
and legal sense of the word, is here meant, cannot admit 
of a doubt, since neither of the alternatives imposed on the 
owner, of reshipping or delivering the goods to the Com- 
mittee, can possibly take place without an actual unloading 
of the cargo, for which purpose an entry was absolutely 
necessary, and therefore must have been intended by the 
Congress. 

As to the objection that proper evidences cannot be 
given to the neighbouring Colonies, that the goods are sent 
back unless they go in the same bottom, we think it must 
be effectually removed, by having the matter transacted 
under the inspection of some of the Committee, in the way 
we propose. Besides, we cannot help observing, that the 
grand object of the Congress seems to have been the send- 
ing the goods back ; and as it must be immaterial in what 
vessel they are carried, this may well account for their 
leaving that circumstance to the discretion of the owner. 
And as we are disposed to comply not only with the ex- 
press words of the Congress, but likewise with the very 
spirit thereof, we shall therefore think ourselves ill used, if 
we are obliged to carry the goods back in the same bottom, 
which will be laying a very heavy burthen on, that we and 
many more believe was not intended by the Congress. 

We have no objection to your publishing this letter, as 
we are free the publlck should have an opportunity of 
judging thereof. We may further inform you, that the 
proprietors of the goods are quite free that they be reship- 
ped in the manner here proposed. 

Murray, Sansom, &. Co., 
W«. M. Bcssell. 



JOHN LAMB TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New- York, June 2, 1775. 

Gentlemen : As I embarked very early in the cause of 
liberty, and have ever defended the rights of America by 
every means in my power, so I am still actuated, both by 
principle and inclination, to exert myself to the utmost of 
my abilities, in preserving the freedom of my country ; and 
as it is. highly probable that troops will soon be raised in 
this Colony, I take the liberty to tender you my best ser- 
vices. Should you think me worthy your confidence, I 
natter myself that my future conduct will evince it has not 
been placed on an improper object. At the same time, I 
must. beg leave to observe, that I should incline to serve in 
the Artillery department, having made that branch of mili- 
tary science more particularly my study. 

I. am, with the greatest respect, gentlemen, your most 
humble servant, _ John Lamb. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress for the Colony of 
New- York. 



' ETHAN ALLEN TO NEW-Y&RK CONGRESS. 
• ' j-'.. , Crown Point, June 2, 1775. 

Respectable Gentlemen : Before this time you have 
undoubtedly received intelligence not only of the taking 
the fortified places on Lake Champlain, but also the armed 
sloop and boats therein, and the taking possession of a 
schooner, (the property of Major Skene?) which we have 
armed and manned, and of the conversion of them, with a 
large train of" artillery, to the defence of the liberty and 
constitutional. rights. of America. You have likewise been 
undoubtedly informed that the expedition was undertaken 
at the special encouragement and request of a number of 
respectable._gentlemen in the Colony of Connecticut. The 
pork forwarded to subsist the Army by your Honours' di- 
rection, evinces your approbation of the procedure; and as 
it was a private expedition, and common fame reports, that 
there are a number of overgrown tories in the Province, 
your Honours will the readier excuse me in not first taking 
your advice in the matter, lest the enterprises might have 
been prevented by their treachery. It is here reported 
that some of. them have been lately savingly converted, 
and that Others have lost their influence. If, in those achieve- 
ments, there be_ any thing honorary, the subjects of your 
Government, viz.: the New-Hampshire settlers, are justly 
entitled to a„ large" share, as they had a great majority of 
numbers of. the soldiery, as well as the command in making 
those acquisition; and as your Honours' justify and ap- 



prove the same, I desire and expect your Honours already 
have, or soon will lay before the Grand Continental Con- 
gress, the great disadvantage it must inevitably be to the 
Colonies to evacuate Lake Champlain, and give up to the 
enemies of our Country those invaluable acquisitions, the 
key of either Canada or of our Country, according as which 
party holds the same in possession and makes a proper im- 
provement of it. The key is oursasyet, and provided the 
Colonies would suddenly push an Army of two or three 
thousand men into Canada, they might make a conquest 
of all that would oppose them m the extensive Province 
of Quebeck, except a re-enforcement from England should 
prevent it. Such a diversion would weaken General Gage 
or insure us ; of Canada. I wish '_to God America would, 
at this critical juncture, exert herself agreeable to the in- 
dignity offered her by a tyrannical Ministry. She might 
rise on eagles' wings, and mount up to glory, freedom, and 
immortal honour, if she did but know and exert her strength. 
Fame is now hovering over her head. A vast continent 
must now sink to slavery, poverty, horrour, and bondage, 
or rise to unconquerable freedom, immense wealth, inex- 
pressible felicity, and immortal fame. 

I will lay my life on it, that with fifteen hundred men and 
a proper train of artillery, I will take Montreal. Provided 
I could thus be furnished, and if an Army could com- 
mand the field, it would be no insuperable difficulty to take 
Qucbeck. This object should be pursued, though it should 
take ten thousand men to accomplish the end proposed ; 
for England cannot spare but a certain number of her 
Troops. Nay, she has but a small number that are disci- 
plined, and it is as long as it is broad ; the more that are 
sent to Quebeck, the less they can send to Boston, or any 
other part of the continent. And there will be this un- 
speakable advantage in directing the war into Canada, that, 
instead of turning the Canadians and Indians _ against us, 
(as is wrongly suggested by many,) it would unavoidably 
attach and connect them to pur interest. Our friends in 
Canada can never help us till we first help them, except in 
a passive or inactive manner. There are now about seven 
hundred regular Troops in Canada. I have lately had 
sundry conferences with the Indians ; they are very friendly. 
Captain Abraham Ninham, a Stockbridge Indian, and Mr. 
Winthrop Hoit, who has sundry years lived with the Caugh- 
nawagoes in the capacity of a prisoner, and was made an 
adopted son to a motherly squaw of that tribe, have both 
been gone ten days to treat with the Indians, as our am- 
bassadors of peace and friendship. I expect, in a few weeks,- 
to hear from them. By them I sent a friendly letter to the 
Indians, which Mr. Hoit can explain to them in Indian, 
The thing that so unites the temper of the Tndians to us, 
is our taking the sovereignty of Lake Champlain. They 
have wit enough to make a good bargain, and stand by the 
strongest side. Much the same may be said of the Ca- 
nadians. They have no personal controversy with us, but 
act on political principles. If we evacuate Lake Cham- 
plain and retire to Lake George, Governour Carleton can 
by intrigue, and will not fail to draw them into his interest. 
If we hold the supremacy, we shall do the same, for cun- 
ning and power are but the same thing, be It exercised by 
either Carleton or us : but cunning without power can hold 
no equal contest with that which is armed with It. 

It may be thought that to push an Army into Canada 
would be too premature and imprudent. "If so, I propose 
to make a stand at the Isle-aii-Noix, which the French 
fortified by intrenchment the last war, and greatly fatigued 
our large Army to take it ; it is about fifteen miles this side. 
St. John's, and is an island in the river, on which a small 
artillery placed would command it. An establishment of a 
frontier so far north, would not only better secure our own 
frontier, but put it into our power better to work our policy 
with the Canadians and Indians; or, if need be, to make 
incursions into .the territory of Canada; the same asjhey 
could into our Country, provided they had the sovereignty 
of Lake Champlain , and had erected heacf quarters at or 
near Skenesborough. Our only having it in our power thus 
to make incursions into Canada, might probably be the very 
reason why it would be unnecessary so to do, even if the 
Canadians should prove more refractory than I think for. 
Lastly, with submission, I would propose to your Honours 
to raise a small regiment of Rangers, which I could easily 
do, and that mostly in the Counties of. Albany and Char- 
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lotte, provided your Honours should think it expedient to 
grant commissions, and thus regulate and put the same under 
pay. Probably your Honours may think this an impertinent 
proposal ; it is truly the first favour I ever asked of the 
Government, and if it be granted, I shall be zealously am- 
bitious to conduct for the best good of my Country and the 
honour of the Government. 

I subscribe myself, gentlemen, with due respect, your 
Honours' most obedient humble servant, 

Ethan Allen. 

P. S. In the narrative contained, in the enclosed was too 
materially omitted the valour and intrepidity of Colonel 
James Eastern, and forty-six veteran soldiers from the Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, who assisted in taking of Ticonderoga. 
Colonel. BtwJcm is just returned from the Provincial Con- 
gress of the Massachusetts-Bay to this place, and expects 
he will soon have the command of a Regiment from that 
Province. Yours, &c. E. A. 



had. been beaten off at my arrival, and were about return- 
ing home the next day. I believe there never was a person 
more welcome, who was so little deserving, as myself. I 
wish you would forward Colonel Varnum's Regiment ; he 
will be a welcome guest in camp. I expect much from 
his and his troops' example. 



ADDRESS OF THE NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS TO 
THE INHABITANTS OF QUE BECK. 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, June 2, 1775. 

Friends and Countrymen : 

The Parent of the universe has divided this earth among 
the children, of men, and drawn out the line of their habi- 
tations. The great God having ordained that all our joys 
and sorrows here below should proceed from the effect of 
human actions upon human beings, our situation has drawn 
together this great bond of natural dependance, and ena- 
bled us to deal out injuries and kindness to each other. 
We consider you as our friends, and we feel for you the 
affection of brothers. 

The great question between Britain and her Colonies 
is, whether they are subjects, or whether they are slaves. 
The rights delivered down to us from our forefathers, the 
venerable laws of. our Country, have subjected our own 
property to our own disposal, nor hath any earthly power 
a right to take it away. Mankind ought_ to be governed 
by the dictates of justice, not by the hand of oppression. 
The peaceable enjoyment of what we yet call our own, and 
that liberty which confers on every man the right of ador- 
ing his God in the manner which he humbly thinks most 
agreeable to the Divine nature— these are the objects of 
all our labours and all our cares. Ministerial tyranny hath 
endeavoured, throughout all these Colonies, to rend from 
us the dearest rights of humanity; and in the defence of 
those rights some persons have taken certain forts in this 
Colony, which are near your frontiers. We have heard 
that other's have made an attack upon the post of St. 
John's, an attempt without our counsel or participation. 
And although we have taken measures for the defence of 
our own fortresses, yet our only intention is to prevent any 
hostile incursions upon us by the troops of your Province. 
Confident that the enemies of our King and his people will 
take every opportunity to excite jealousies and discord 
amongst us, we beseech you not to be imposed on by their 
artifices, but call to your remembrance the complicated 
horrpurs of a barbarous war. Avoid those measures which 
must plunge us both into distress, and instead of consenting 
to become miserable slaves, generously dare to participate 
with your fellow-subjects in the sweets of that security 
which, is the glorious lot of freedom. We are, with sincere 
affection, your brethren a.nd fiends. 

P. V. B. Livingston, President. 

To the Inhabitants of the Province of Quebeck. 



GENERAL GREENE TO JACOB GREENE, ESQ. 

Rhode-Island Camp, June 2, 1775. 

I arrived in camp on Saturday last, and found it in great 
commotion. A few days longer in the state of excitement 
in which 1 found our Troops, would have proved fatal to 
our campaign. The want of government, and of a cer- 
tainty of s.upplies, had thrown every thing into disorder. 
Several Companies had clubbed their muskets in order to 
march home'. I have made several regulations for intro- 
ducing order and composing their murmurs; but it is very 
difficult to limit people who have had so much latitude, 
without throwing them into disorder. The Commissaries 



WILLIAM LITHGOW TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress now assembled 

at Watertown, fyc, the humble Petition of William 

Lithgow shews to your Honours : 

That he is an inhabitant of Georgetown, on Kennebeck 

River, and comes in behalf and at the request of said Town, 

to let your Honours know that we are in daily expectation 

of being plundered by cutters or armed vessels, and thus 

exposed to our enemy's insults ; therefore humbly pray that 

your Honours would grant us one or two Barrels or half 

barrels of powder, or such a quantity as in your wisdom 

may seem meet, as our town stock of powder, upon due 

examination, is found not to exceed thirty pounds. And, 

as in duty bound, shall ever pray. Wm. Lithgow. 

Watertown, June 2, 1775. - 



COL. RICHARD GRIDLEY TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Cambridge, June 2, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I am very sensible you are engaged in a 
multiplicity of business of consequence, but I shall think 
myself blameahle in my duty if I do not urge, in the strongest 
terms, the necessity there is of providing an establishment 
for an ordnance store-keeper, conductors, and clerks, to take 
care to keep accounts of the stores as they receive them 
and deliver them, and also to make an establishment for a 
company of artificers to make beds for mortars, and car- 
riages for guns, and platforms, and mending wheelbarrows, 
and keeping tools in repair, &tc. 

The. want of such establishments hinders greatly the 
progress of the works, which I think is of great importance, 
and beg you will please to use your interest with the Con- 
gress, that such establishments be made immediately, if you 
think proper. 
I am, gentlemen, with respect, your most obedient servant, 

Richard Gridley. 

In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, June 2, 1775. 

The above not being within the department of this Com- 
mittee, they refer the same to the honourable Congress of 
the Colony. Benj. White, Chairman, 



NATHANIEL SHAW TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 

New-London, June 2, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The bearer, Mr. John Stale, applied to 
me for a quantity of powder for the use of your Province, 
but am sorry to inform you that article is very scarce in this 
Colony, and not to be purchased. What I have imported 
is on Government account, and by letters from New-York 
I have lately received, it is not to be had in that. Province, 
neither in Rhode-Island. I expect a large quantity, but 
from its not arriving, I begin to suspect that either the 
cruisers in the channel, or the negotiation between Great 
Britain and the States, has prevented it. If I should have 
a larger quantity arrive than should be wanted in this Col- 
ony on Government account, I will give you the offer of it ; 
but at the same time 1 would recommend to you that you 
make no dependance on having any from .me. 

I am, gentlemen, your very humble servant, 

Nath'l Shaw, Jr. 

To Matthew Thornton, President of the Provincial Con- 
vention of New-Hampshire. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS TO THEIR DELEGATES IN THE 
CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Exeter, June 2, 1775. 
Gentlemen : Enclosed we send you an address to your 
Congress, relating to their order for the demolition of the 
fort at Ticonderoga. The taking that garrison by the Col- 
onists, and hopes of keeping it, have very much encouraged 
the frontiers of this and the neighbouring Colonies. The 
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continual accounts received from Canada, by scouts sent 
from our frontiers, and otherwise, keep them under the most 
terrible apprehensions of being ravaged by the Canadians 
and Indians. The late determination of your Congress has 
much increased it, as the destroying that fortress leaves 
such an opening to the excursions of our enemies. We 
desire your vigilance in a critical review of that matter. 

Our circumstances appear daily more and more alarming. 
The men-of-war stop all provision vessels coming into our 
harbour, and send them to Boston ; and the Captain of the 
Scarborough has shewn his orders to a Committee who 
waited upon him, to stop all provisions, salt, molasses, &tc, 
cOTntrrg to us. Since whiqh several hundred armed men, 
in the day time, went down to the entrance of our harbour, 
in open sight of the men-of-war, .and brought from a point 
of land there. a number of large cannon, and deposited 
them at Portsmouth for the present, where preparations 
are making for mounting and fitting them for action. A 
number of men are now making a battery on Kittery Point; 
and if we had a sufficiency of ammunition, should hope 
soon to be able to command our harbour. 

We would desire you, if any arms or gunpowder can be 
procured in the Southern Governments, to procure them, if 
possible, on such terms as you can make, with which the 
Colony will endeavour punctually to comply. The diffi- 
culty "of land-carriage we would surmount, as the want 
thereof, must exclude every other difficulty. We have 
wrote to you on the pressing occasion we have for a paper 
currency, or some other, to answer our urgent necessity; 
and still must desire that you do all in your power that 
some plan ~be formed, or directions given us by your Con- 
gress for that purpose. 

Enclosed we send you a copy of a vote of Council, rela- 
tive to stopping provisions, &c/ We would have you en- 
d'ea voire Jo keep a constant correspondence with the. Con- 
gress or Committee of Safety, at Exeter, and inform us of 
every thing you think essential. 

Tn bebaTf of the Provincial Congress : 
L =-" : " T " Matthew Thornton, President. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

[Read in.Congress, June 21, 1775.] 

In Provincial Congress, Exeter, ) 
. . Juno 2, 1775. J 

Gentlemen : A late order of your very respectable 
Congress, for the demolition of the fortress at Ticonderoga, 
and removal of the artillery from thence, has very much 
damped the expectation of the people in this Colony, 
arising from the security our frontiers hoped to receive by 
the check the Canadians and savages might receive in any 
incursions'on us, by a good garrison there. We are heartily 
disposed to, and shall readily obey all the orders and di- 
rections you give us; and on this occasion would not pre- 
sume to "complain or dictate, but most humbly to suggest, 
■ that all the land and waters between the south end of Lake 
George and Crown Point, together with all Lake Cham- 
plain, will be left open for Canadians and savages (if they 
should be disposed, which we very much fear) to ravage 
aI).the,country east. Our new settlements, extended on 
Connecticut River for a hundred miles, are very defence- 
less in every respect, and under terrible apprehensions, from 
the accounts of the warlike preparations making in Canada 
against the .Colony. 

The reasons which directed your order in this matter, 
we are unacquainted with, but would wish a review thereof; 
and if you shouldthen think it best that the former order 
be countermanded, we hope it will be a service to the com- 
mon cause; otherwise, shall concur in your determination 
of that as well as all other matters that concern the welfare 
of America. 

In behalf of the Provincial Congress aforesaid, I am, 
gentlemen, your roost obedient humble servant, 

"'.".'■"' Matthew Thornton, President. 

To the Honourable Continental Congress. 



lution of the Continental Congress, respecting the demo- 
lition of the fortress at Ticonderoga, is just come to hand ; 
that we have taken the same into consideration, and as we 
esteem that fortress to be at a place truly important to the 
welfare of all these Northern Colonies in general, and to 
this Colony in particular, the thoughts of its demolition 
ca[sts a damp on the spirits of our people, as we appre- 
hend our western frontiers will be thereby greatly exposed 
to the depredations of the Canadians and Indians, if (as 
we have" reason to fear) they should incline to annoy us. 
And not being acquainted with the reasons for passing that 
order, we have thought it our duty to entreat that respect- 
able body again to take that matter into their consideration, 
And, if they shall think proper, to order that the said for- 
tress may be kept in possession of the Colonies; and we 
would earnestly entreat your concurrence with us in said 
request. At the same time you may be assured that no 
Colony on this Continent is, or can be more determined 
than we are, to abide by the determination" of that respect- 
able body. 

In behalf of the Provincial Congress aforesaid, I am, 
gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

Matthew Thornton, President, 

To the President of the Congress at New- York. 

P. S. By an enclosed Resolve of this body, you will 
find we are providing against any attempt from Canada on 
our adjacent frontier. We earnestly desire your approba- 
tion of this measure, and concurrence" Tvith it, by adding 
such numbers of troops from your Colony, as in your wis- 
dom and concern for the general^ good, you may think 
proper. M. T. 



COMMITTEE OF PORTSMOUTH TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CON- 
GRESS. 

Portsmouth, June 2, 1775. 

Gentlemen : On the preservation of the peace and 
good order of this Town, is the only security that this Com- 
mittee have, whereby they expect to carry into execution 
any measures which the Provincial Congress may resolve 
upon; therefore find ourselves necessitated to desire you 
would be pleased to regulate all future rnoveraents of any- 
bodies of armed men from one Tow T n to another, as many 
inconveniences and losses to the publick are sustained 
thereby, especially at this time, when so many idle and 
false reports are spread, by which the good "people of this 
Province are alarmed, and. assemble together for .the defence 
of the grand cause in which we are all embarked. We are 
fearful our enemies will improve every opportunity to in- 
crease these alarms, and make them so familiar" to us as to 
put us off our guard, and then may strike some fatal blow. 

We find this Town labours under many difficulties pecu- 
liar to seaports, and which our friends in. the country are 
free from. The stagnation of trade, and the return of our 
shipping, increases the number of our people, who, for want 
of employment, readily fall into disorders, and when num- 
bers are once collected, it is very difficult to persuade them 
to disperse, until they exceed the bounds of reason. We 
have great reason to believe that our invaders are endea- 
vouring to promote alarms to harass the country, and to 
prevent our agriculture, by calling off and diverting our 
attention from that great, and, at this time, particularly 
necessary duly. 

Any resolves Congress may pass upon our request, it 
is desired that copies of the same be sent to every Com- 
mittee in every Town, besides being published in the pub- 
lick prints, as it is necessary it should be known in the 
most publick manner, and as soon as possible. We submit 
our request to your wisdom, wishing you Divine assistance 
in your consultations for the publick weal. 

I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant. 
By order of the Committee : 

H. Wentworth, Chairman. 
To the Honourable Congress at Exeter. 



SOUTH-CAROLINA PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 



CONGRESS OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE TQ NEW-YORK CONGRESS. Cliarlcstown, Saturday, June 3, 1775. 

-.''- "'" -• ; . Exeter ' New-Hampshire", June 2, 1775. Resolved, That this Congress do earnestly recommend 

Gentlttmen : I am directed by the Provincial Congress to all their constituents, the promotion of union and har- 

now convened in this Town, to advise you that the Reso- mony by all means in' their power. That to this purposa 
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all those things be avoided which tend to promote disaffec- 
tion between the. people, utterly discountenancing all na- 
tional reflections, and engaging to be watchful and diligent 
that the laws for the peace and good order of the Colony 
be observed inviolate as far as may be. 

Wednesday, Jane 7, 1775. 
Ordered, That the above Resolve be printed, and made 
publick. 

A true copy from the Minutes : 

Peter Timothy, Secretary. 



Congress 



of 



ASSOCIATION 

Unanimously agreed to in the Provincial 

South-Carolina, on Saturday, June 3, 1775. 

The actual commencement of hostilities against this 
Continent, by the British Troops, in the bloody scene on 
the 19th of April last, near Boston; the increase of arbi- 
trary impositions from a wicked and despotick Ministry ; 
and the dread of instigated insurrections in the Colonies, 
are causes sufficient to drive an oppressed people to the 
use of arms. We, therefore, the subscribers, inhabitants 
of South- Carolina, holding ourselves bound by that most 
sacred, of all obligations — the duty of good citizens towards 
an injured Country ; and thoroughly convinced that, under 
our present distressed circumstances, we shall be justified 
before God and man in resisting force by force, do. unite 
ourselves under every tie of religion and honour, and asso- 
ciate as a band in her defence, against every foe ; hereby 
solemnly engaging, that whenever our Continental or Pro- 
vincial Councils shall decree it necessary, we will go forth 
and be ready to sacrifice our lives and fortunes to secure 
her freedom and safety. This obligation to continue in 
full force until a reconciliation shall take place between 
Great Britain and America, upon constitutional princi- 
ples ; an event which we most ardently desire. And we 
will hold all those persons inimical to the liberty of the 
Colonies, who shall refuse to subscribe to this Association. 

Subscribed by every member present, on the fourth day 
of June, 1775. 

Certified by Henry Laurens, President. 



Norfolk (Virginia) committee. 

Committee-Chamber, Norfolk, June 3, 1775. 

Present : Mr. Chairman and twenty Members. 

The Committee being informed that the Ship Molly, 
Captain Mitcheson, has lately arrived from Great Britain, 
laden with a large quantity of goods from Messrs. Eilbeck, 
Ross, and Company ; and the circumstances of the impor- 
tation appearing very suspicious, and inducing this Com- 
mittee to believe there was an intention thereby to coun- 
teract the Association : 

Resolved, therefore, That agreeably to the Association, 
the said ship ought, on or before Tuesday morning next, to 
return directly back with the said goods ; and that a copy 
of the invoice ought to be delivered to the Sub-Committee 
which this Committee shall appoint ; and that a Certificate, 
properly authenticated, that the said goods have been ac- 
tually relanded irj Great Britain, ought also to be produced 
to this Committee by the said Eilbeck, Ross, and Compa- 
ny, as. soon as the said Certificate can be produced and 
transmitted to their hands. 

Ordered, That the above Resolution be published. 
William Davies, Secretary. 

Committee Chamber, June 4, 1775. 

• Present: Mr. Chairman and twenty-two Members. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That it be published at the 
same time with the Resolution of yesterday, that Mr. Ross 
and Mr. Eilbeck did this day wait on this Committee, and 
produced their invoice of goods shipped on board the Mol- 
ly ; and that it did not appear to this Committee that the 
said goods were shipped by order of the said Ross or Eil- 
beck, but on their account, by Mr. Chambers, of White- 
haven. -".:.- 

By order of the Committee : 

William Davies, Secretary. ' 

Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 57 



NEW-YORK DELEGATES TO PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, June 3.T775. 

Gentlemen: We have received your several letters, 
and communicated such of your papers to the Congress as 
were intended for their inspection. Your plan for raising 
money we are much pleased with, though we have some 
doubt of its being adopted ; however, as the reasons on 
which it is founded appear to us to be conclusive, we shall 
use our endeavour to carry it through. Till the success is 
known, you will, we dare say, see a propriety in keeping 
the whole secret. We observe with pleasure the atten- 
tion of our Colony to Indian affairs, as they are really of 
the highest importance. Should you conceive the interpo- 
sition of the Congress necessary, you will let us know the 
mode in which you think it will be most effectual. _"'_.. 

You inquire whether the direction relative to the Militia 
of JVeio- York was intended to extend farther than^thaj City 
and County. In answer to this we must inform you, that 
it was the design of the Congress that the" whole Province 
should be well armed and disciplined. 

We wish to hear that you have received some supply of 
powder, as we fear that none is to be purchased^ here, the 
people conceiving they have not a s uffi cient st ock for their 
own defence. We believe, however, that Connectwut will 
take care to supply their Troops at Ticonderoga with that 
article, as the command of that post is for the present vested 
in their officers, owing to your repeated declaration of your 
inability to furnish the arms and ammunition necessary for 
its defence. 

We think it an object of great consequence to know in 
whom you would wish to vest the command of the Conti- 
nental Army in our Province, which is to be maintained at 
the general charge, and hope you will not be at a loss to fix 
on men among yourselves who may be entrusted. with that 
important charge. As General Officers will, in air proba- 
bility, be shortly appointed by this Congress, your express 
should return immediately, with a warm recommendation of 
those persons in our Province who you thinkmay saiely be 
trusted with the first and second commands, as Major and 
Brigadier Generals. If possible let us Kave an/answer to 
this by Tuesday morning, drawn up in such a maimer that, 
if necessary, it may be offered to the Congress, "with the 
reasons on which such choice is .founded. We know of 
nothing farther that may require your attention, unless it 
be to recommend a profound secresy with respect to any 
advice we may offer, particularly on the subject of this 
letter, though we conceive that your own prudence will 
render any such recommendation unnecessary. If you 
wish for any other directions, pray be speedy and explicit 
in your application. 

We remain, with great respect, your most obedient hum- 
ble servants, 

James Duane, 

R. R. Livingston, Jr., 

Philip Schuyler, 

John Alsop, 



Francis Lewis, 
William Floyd, 
Simon Boerum, 
Henry Wisner. 

To the Provincial Congress of the Colony of Mew- York- 



. NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee, Monday, 3d of June, 
1775. Present: 



Henry Remsen, 
George Janeway, 
Frederick Jay, 
Evert Banker, 
Robert Ray, 
Nicholas Roosevelt, 
Abrm. Brinkerhoff, 
Cornelius Clopper, 
Abraham Duryee, 
Alex. McDougall, 
Edward Fleming, 
Joseph Bull, 
Comfort Sands, 



Jamea Pesbrosses, 
Cornelius P. Low, 
Petrus Byvanck, 
William Denning, 
John Imlay, 
Peter T. Curtenius, 
Thomas Ivers, 
John Anthony, 
Thomas Randall, 
John Lamb, 
William W. Ludlow, 
John Berrian, 



Gabriel W, Ludlow, 
John Morton, 
William Gofbrth, 
Oliver Templeton, 
James Beekman, 
Nicholas Bogart, 
Lancaster Burling, 
Francis Bassett, 
William Laight, 
John Lasher, 
Abraham P. Lott, 
William W. Gilbert. 



A Letter,_ dated New-York, 3d June, 1775,'from Mr. 
George Folliott, received and read ; in which he declines 
representing this City and County in Provincial Congress. 

Mr. Lamb, seconded by Mr. Denning, moved in the 
words following, viz: as Mr. George Folliott., has declined 
serving as a member of the Provincial Congress, and of 
this Committee, I move that this Committee do proceed 
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to the nomination to serve in his stead, both in the Pro- 
vincial Congress and in this Committee. 

Resolved, That Mr. Isaac Sears be nominated by this 
Committee for the approbation of the freeholders and free- 
men of this City and County, to represent them in Pro- 
vincial Congress in the room of Mr. George Folliott, who 
declines serving. And that Mr. William Bedlow and Mr. 
John Woodward, be also nominated as members of this 
Committee instead of the said Mr. Folliott, and of Mr. 
Samuel Jones, who never has attended. 

Ordered, That a poll be opened at the City-Hall, on 
Thursday, the 8th instant, at nine o'clock in the morning, 
to elect the above persons, or such others as may be ap- 
proved of for the above purposes. 

At which time the Freeholders and Freemen are request- 
ed to attend. The poll will be under the inspection of 
Messrs. R. Ray and Evert Banker, and the Vestrymen of 
the North Ward. 



PROCLAMATION BY GOVERNOUR COLDEN. 

By the Honourable Cadwallader Colden, Esquire, 
His Majesty's Lieutenant-Governour and Commander- 
in-Chief of the Province of New- York, and the Ter- 
ritories depending thereon in America : 
A Proclamation. 

Whereas the General Assembly of this Province stands 
prorogued to the seventh day of June instant : I have 
thought fit, for His Majesty's service, to prorogue, ami I do, 
by and with the advice of His Majesty's Council, farther 
prorogue" the said General Assembly to the fifth day of 
July next; of which all His Majesty's subjects concerned 
therein are required to take notice, and govern themselves 
accordingly. 

Given under my hand and seal at arms, at Fort George, 
in the City of New- York, the third day of June, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventy-five, in the sixteenth year 
of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by 
the Grace of God, of Great-Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth. 

Cadwwllader Colden. 

By his Honour's command, 

Samuel Bayard, Jun., D. Secretary. 

God save the King. 



JAMES RIVINGTON TO THE NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

- Friday Morning, 10 o'clock. 

Sir : HaVing been just now informed that my case has 
been referred to the judgment of the gentlemen of the 
Provincial Congress of this City, and that it may probably 
be considered by them this morning, I have been employed 
the little time allowed me, to copy and enclose the letter 
from the gentlemen of the New- York Committee, and my 
own' address to the Delegates in the Continental Congress, 
and added a newspaper, in which is inserted my address to 
the publick, that the gentlemen of the very respectable 
Board over which you have the honour to preside, may be 
acquainted with the whole proceedings in the matter. 

Your continuance of my suit, and your friendly media- 
tion on this occasion, will everlastingly oblige, Sir, your 
most obedient servant, James Rivington. 



COMMITTEE OF NEW-YORK TO THE CONTINENTAL CON- 

,-•.; ;■', v -..' : gress. .: 

Gentlemen: The agitation of, this Town respecting 
Mr. Rivington, as a printer, has given this Committee 
much con cern . Some of the warm friends of liberty seem 
not to "be. fully satisfied that his former offences, as they 
were igairtst the whole Continent, are within our authority; 
and we are concerned that nothing less than a determina- 
tion of the General Congress will give fulf satisfaction on 
that head, much less secure him in his person and proper- 
ty. We/have therefore resolved to refer his case to your 
respectable body, and would beg leave strongly to urge it 
as a "^Object of then - consideration. We have adopted 
temporary^xjredients ; but as they are merely temporary 
in effect, as far as concerns him, we beg the direction of 
that body, whose determination we doubt not will be a law 



to the Continent. His transgressions are known to your 
whole body. He has subscribed our Association, and we 
know not that he has since bis subscription done any thing 
contrary to its true jntent and meaning. Those expedients 
we have gone into to preserve present peace and good 
order will appear from the enclosed. We pray the direc- 
tions of the Congress on this matter, and are, &c. 



Providence, Rhode-Island, June 3, 1775. 

The Committee of this Town have appointed a person 
to act as Postmaster here", as also a Post-Rider under the 
direction and control of said Committee, until the Legis- 
lature of this Colony, or the Continental Congress, shall 
be pleased to make other regulations and appointments. 

A number of the inhabitants of Plymouth went a few 
days ago to Nantucket, in whale-boats, and took from 
thence eight hundred barrels of flour, the property of a 
merchant at Dartmouth, and which is supposed was in- 
tended to be smuggled into Boston, lor supplying the 
Ministerial Army. ■"•'""";-._ 

Last week the company of the train of Artillery Lately 
raised here, all well accoutred, with four excellent field- 
pieces, marched to join the American Army near Boston; 
they made a very military appearance, and are, without 
exception, as complete a body of men as any in the King's 
Dominions. The other companies raised here, and in the 
adjacent Towns, as also several from the south Counties, 
all able-bodied men, and well armed, Tiave marched to the 
American camp. Several companies of the Connecticut 
forces have also passed through this Town, to join their 
brethren, .-..;-— 

Twelve pieces of battering cannon, eighteen and twen- 
ty-four pounders, with a quantity of ordnance stores, were 
sent from hence to the American camp a few days since. 



MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO HENRY GARDNER. 

Provincial Congress, Watertown, June 3, 1775. 
Sir: For the absolute necessity of paying the Colony 
forces immediately, (having been duly considered by this 
Congress, and not being able to make necessary payment 
to prevent the Troops from returning home without your 
being present,) you are therefore directed, upon the receipt 
of this order, immediately to repair to this place, and make 
the utmost despatch in completing the signing of the Bills 
wanted for the above purpose. 
Signed by order of the Congress : 

Saml. Freeman, Secretary. 
To Henry Gardner, Esq., Receiver-General. 



P. S. The Congress is just informed that a gentleman 
at Salem has five hundred Pounds, wrncli he is willing to 
lend the Province, which would be of the greatest impor- 
tance, to pay immediately to the soldiers, and might pre- 
vent the greatest mischiefs. 



COMMITTEE OF ARUNDEL TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable Congress of the P~rovince of the Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, in New-England, now sitting : 
The Committee of the Town of Arundel, in said Prov- 
ince', sendeth greeting : :_/_;.:'. 

Whereas, a sloop belonging to the said Town o7 Arundel, 
about three weeks ago sailed out of this harbour, and dis- 
posed of her cargo at Plymouth, and having received her 
effects, upon her return was seized and carried into Bos- 
ton, and there detained by General Gage for some time, 
and her effects taken into his custody, for which he paid 
near the prime cost. After which a proposal was made to 
the master of said sloop by the officers of ihe Troops to 
enlist into the Governour's service, vvith a promise of a 
large reward for his_ service therein. The master being 
now under confinement, and knowing of no means of ob- 
taining bis liberty, now thought this proposal the only way 
to make his escape, and obtain his liberty, and therefore 
complied with the same, and accordingly received orders to 
sail immediately for Annapolis, to bring a quantity of hay 
and other stores for the use of the Troops in Boston. A 
number of the King's arms, with cartridges, were put on 
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Tioard, and two young men (one named Jonah Jones and 
the other Jonathan Hicks) were put on board, one or both 
of whom as supercargo in the above employment, with a 
packet of letters, orders, and other papers. The master 
then being prepared to go out, sailed directly for this port, 
and arrived in this harbour the 2d instant, with the persons, 
letters, Sic, as above mentioned, who were immediately 
carried before the Committee of this Town, and after ex- 
amination of both, it was agreed by the Committee, and 
they have accordingly sent the persons and papers under 
guard to this honourable Provincial Congress now sitting, 
for examination, and to be dealt with as they in their united 
wisdom shall think just. The master and mate of said 
sjoop we have hereby sent, by whom an account of the 
whole affair will be given. 

BeNJ. DuRRELL, JONATHAN StONE, 

James Bcrnham, John Hovey, 
Thos. Wiswall, 

Committee of the Toxvn of Arundel. 

Arundel, June 3, 1775, 

Watertown, June 9, 1775, 
I, the subscriber, being of lawful age, do testify that, 
being in a coasting sloop belonging to Arundel, and on my 
return from Plymouth, was taken by a cutter belonging to 
Admiral Graves's squadron, in Boston, and carried into 
that port, and there detained several days ; and being soli- 
cited by Admiral Graves's Secretary to enter into His Ma- 
jesty's service, and knowing no other way wherein. I could 
possibly make my escape but by entering into said service, 
to go to Windsor, in Nova-Scotia, for hay and other things ; 
and having one Josiah Jones put on board as factor, and 
being ready to sail, I desired of the Captain of our convoy 
leave to sail, but he told me I must not sail till to-morrow, 
at ten o'clock, as theTe were a number of other vessels in 
the same employ, and should all sail together. I then de- 
sired leave of Mr. Jones to haul off into the road, and 
obtained leave. It being dark, I got consent of our factor, 
Mr. Jones, to sail ; I therefore, embraced the opportunity, 
and immediately sailed for Arundel, where I arrived in 
about twenty-four hours, and delivered up Mr. Jones, and 
one Jonathan Hicks, who was introduced on board my 
sloop by Mr. Jones, but for what purpose I cannot tell. 
And further saith, that Mr. Jones desired me to oil and 
clean. the__fi_re-anns that were put on board to defend our- 
selves, as he said the rebels might attack us on our passage. 

Samuel Smith. 

Mr. Ephraim Perkins : Boston ' Ma y 30 ' 1775 - 

Sir : You will immediately proceed with the Sloop 
Molly, under your command, to Windsor, in the Bay of 
Funda, and receive such orders as Mr. Jones will give you 
respecting your cargo, making every despatch that is pos- 
sible, taking care to touch at no other harbour unless it be 
absolutely necessary. Jos. Goldthwait, for 

: ; Wm. Sherriff, 

Deputy Quartermaster General. 

Boston, May 30, 1775. 

Mr. Jones: You will proceed to Windsor, in Nova- 
Scotia, wilh the Sloop Polly, Ephraim Perkins master, 
and, immediately upon your arrival there, you will apply 
to Messrs, Day and Scott for a cargo, as specified in the 
letter herewith transmitted to them ; and in case they should 
not be there when you arrive, you will immediately hire 
an express and forward the letter to them at Halifax. And 
1 trust in your diligence in receiving the cargo, and making 
every despatch in your power on your return to this port. 
And you are further to observe, that you are not, upon 
your return, to put into any harbour upon the eastern 
coast, without being forced to by absolute necessity. 

Sir, I am. your most obedient servant, 

Wm. Stierriff, Dtp. Q. M. General. 

Boston, May 30, 1775. 
Gentlemen: The bearer, Mr. Josiah Jones, with the 
Sloop Polly, Ephraim Perkins, master, is chartered for 
Windsor, in Nova-Scotia, in order to receive from you 
hay and oats. I am therefore to desire you will use every 
endeavour to despatch -him as soon as possible, agreeable 



to my letter, wrote you via Halifax, the 26th instant. 
Please to forward the enclosed by express to Annapolis. 
I am, gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

Wm. Sherriff. 
To Messrs. Day and Scott, at Windsor, Nova^Scotia. 

Boston, May 99, 1775. 
T>ear Sir : I have received your obliging favour, and 
return you many thanks for the trouble you have taken, 
and readiness you have shown, in giving your assistance, so 
necessary at present, for the good of the service. The 
hay will be most acceptable, and I am in hopes Captain 
Perkins's vessel has taken a part on board, as he promised 
me she should return immediately, ^nd I will send you an- 
other one as soon as possible. I shall want three or four 
thousand tons of hay, and I wish, with all my heart, poor 
Annapolis could furnish it ; but all it can furnish I will 
take ; and if they are industrious they may get a great deal 
of money for their vegetables, poultry, butter, eggs, &ic, 
&C, and may come directly into this port without any ex- 
pense whatever, and will be sure to find every encourage- 
ment and assistance that can be given them. On the other 
hand, if they give themselves airsj and follow the cursed 
example of these madmen, they will easily consider how 
readily Government can chastise tligni, and they may rely 
upon it they will, and that immediately too. But I hope 
they will consider their interest better, and make all the 
money they can ; they never will have a fairer opportunity. 

I have wrote to Messrs. Day and Scott, at Halifax, 
respecting tonnage, and have desired them to consult with 
you about the quantity that may be procured at Annapolis, 
as they are to furnish the remainder from Windsor and 
that neighbourhood. 

Procure hay-screws, and at any rate, and the whole should 
be carried to a particular place most convenient for that 
purpose, as also for shipping of it. You have not advised 
me in what manner I am to make you remittances for ex- 
penses to be incurred in the above service, therefore shall 
expect it per next. We are in the same situation as when 
I wrote you last, except the addition of twelve hundred 
Troops, lately arrived from England, three Regiments of 
Horse, and eight other Regiments are hourly expected, 
when 1 hope you will hear better accounts from us. I am 
hurried to death, therefore have only time to add my com- 
pliments to all friends, and to wish you every happiness, 
being truly, dear Sir, your faithful and obedient servant, 

Wm. Sherriff. 
Thomas Williams, Esqujre, Storekeeper of Ordnance at 

Annapolis Royal. 

P. S. If you can add to. the quantity of old hay, 
do, and don't mind the expense. . _ W. ! 



pray 



LOAMMI BALDWIN TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Cambridge, June 3, 1775. 

His Excellency General Ward, having been pleased to 
approve of a proposal made for taking some surveys of the 
ground between us and our enemies, and as some mathe- 
matical instruments are wanting to enable us to complete 
the same, this is, therefore, humbly to desire that thejion- 
ourable Provincial Congress would grant leave for such 
instruments as are wanting for said purpose to be taken 
out of the apparatus belonging to Harvard 'College, to be 
returned as soon as said surveys shall be finished. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Loammi Baldwin. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of the Massa- 
chusetts-Bay. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 
In Provincial Congress, Exeter, June 3, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Having undoubted intelligence of the at- 
tempts of the British Ministry to engage the Canadians and 
savages in their interest in the present controversy with Ame- 
rica, and of actual movements in Canada. in consequence 
thereof, we have thought it necessary that measures should be 
immediately taken to defend and quiet the minds of the peo- 
ple more especially exposed in the frontiers, and accordingly 
have resolved to send a number of Troops as soon as may 
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be ; three companies, for the present, to be employed where, 
and in such manner as may best answer that important end. 
We thought it expedient to give you the earliest intelli- 
gence of what we have done in this way, earnestly praying, 
and nothing doubting, but that you will concur in such mea- 
sures asr in your wisdom you shall judge reasonable and 
necessary for the defence and safety of the back settlements, 
for whom both you and we must very sensibly feel. 

We furthermore think it suitable just to suggest, that we 
have some apprehension lest our military manoeuvres on the 
frontiers should raise a jealousy in the minds of the Cana- 
dians, and awaken their fears of direct intentions of. hos- 
tilities against them. We should give them the most posi- 
tive asiurahce upon this head, that we desire nothing more 
than our own security, and that it is our most hearty wish 
to remain on steady terms of friendship with them. And 
in order to the more regular, harmonious, and effectual 
prosecution of the important object aforesaid, as also other 
valuable purposes that we conceive it may answer, we would 
humbly move for a conference by a Committee, with a Com- 
mittee from you, at such lime and place as you shall please 
to appoint, and to consider of an address to J>e forwarded 
to the Canadians, and put it in the power of this Congress 
to join with you, and, if it might be, the other New-Eng- 
land Colomes and New-York, that this negotiation might 
answer the most effectual purpose. 

By order of Congress, I am your most obedient humble 
servant, MatthewThornt on, President. 



and that the scarcity of provisions at that time would plead 
for him, as what he did was from a desire of supplying the 
many strangers in Town ; but as he had since been informed 
that such procedure was contrary to a resolve of a Provin- 
cial Convention, he would take care to offend in that manner 
no more, and hoped the Committee would forgive him. 

The sense of the Committee being taken. on the above, 
they declared it a breach of the resolve of the Provincial 
Convention respecting the killing of Lambs; but, all cir- 
cumstances considered, they were of opinion he ought to 
be forgiven. 

Ordered, That these proceedings be published in the 
Maryland Gazette. G. Duvall, Clerk. 

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS, 

New-York, June 4, 1775. 

Gentlemen : As I ampjejeredby the Continental Con- 
gress to liquidate the accounts of the. people employed in 
the reduction of Ticonderoga, that they may be paid ; and 
as Messrs. Allen and Warner were concerned, there will 
be money due to them ; and as they are in want of some, I 
could wish you to advance them thirty Pounds, and to make 
it a Continental charge, for which I shall debit them in their 
account with. the publick. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable Members o^he New-York Provincial 
Congress. ~ 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM .A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON TO 
HIS jmEND ^PHILADELPHIA, DATED JUNE 4, 1775. 

From business you naturally expect I should descend 
to news 1 and "politicks. Of the former we should have had 
a dearth, had it not been for the arrival of Captain Darby 
with the^account of the Lexington affair, which has greatly 
agitated the people and confounded the Ministry, who fain 
\vouTd suppress the account, or disbelieve it; but notwith- 
standing we are without despatches from General Gage, it 
has full credit with many, and friends are daily added to 
the American cause. Even Hutchinson is become a con- 
vert. JLhope he will live to make amends for all the harsh 
things he has said and wrote against America. -. . 

The virtue and spirit of your City is highly spoken of, 
and your strict adherence to the rules of the Congress does 
you honour. The duplicity of New-York will ever render 
them suspected. The many and repeated assurances given 
to the Min istry by their quondam leaders, will justify a sus- 
picion7which the conduct of some of the merchants^ and 
traders confirms, that they would adopt any means to break 
through or eliide the Association. 

Oneavemre, indeed, seems to have been unguarded by 
the Congress, through which they may attempt to break 
the AssoeiatiorLwith impunity, and that is, by importing 
goods and manufactures from the Island of Guernsey, where 
large quantities of goods, suitable to the American con- 
sumption, have been landed. Now, as a friend to America, 
I would fain hold forth to the publick view every secret at- 
tempt to frustrate and destroy your present Association, 
which 1 consider as your grand bulwark. I would recom- 
mend it to the sons of liberty in Neio-York, to be watchful 
and circumspect of all arrivals from that quarter, as goods 
or manufactures imported from thence are as much English 
as those manufactured in Great Britain itself, to which it 
is so contiguous. To guard against such attempts you may, 
if you think proper, communicate my fears to the real 
friends of America and. all congressional measures, 



ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation for Anne 
Arundel County and City of Annapolis, on the fourth day 
of June, 1775, in the said City, 

Mr. Charles Wallace, Chairman. 

A charge having been made on oath, before the Com- 
mittee, that Thomas Chipchase, of this City, butcher, on 
the twenty-third day of May last, had killed several Lambs, 
he warordered to attend. He appeared, and confessed the 
fact, alleging, as an excuse, that he understood that there, 
was -no absolute prohibition by the Continental Congress, 



ETHAN ALLEN TO THE CANADIANS. 

Ticonderoga, June 4, 1775. 

To our worthy and respectable Countrymen and Friends, 
the French People of Canada, greeting : 
Friends and Fellow-Countrymen : You are undoubt- 
edly more or less acquainted with the unnatural and un- 
happy controversy subsisting between Great Britain and 
her Colonies, the particulars of which, in this letter, we do 
not expatiate upon, but refer your consideration of the jus- 
tice and equitableness thereof on the part of the Colonies, 
to the former knowledge that you have had of this matter. 
We need only observe, that the inhabitants of the'Cplonies 
view the controversy on their part to be justifiable in the 
sight of God, and all unprejudiced and honest men that 
have or may have opportunity and ability to examine into 
the merits of it. Upon this principle those inhabitants de- 
termine to vindicate their cause, and maintain their natural 
and constitutional rights and liberties at the expense of their 
lives and fortunes, but have not the least disposition to 
injure, molest, or any way deprive our fellow-subjects, the 
Canadians, of their liberty or property.' Nor have they 
any design to wage war against them ; and from all intima- 
tions that the inhabitants of the said Colonies have received 
from the Canadians, it has appeared that they were alike 
disposed for friendship and neutrality, and not at all disposed 
to take part with the King's Troops in the present civil war 
against the Colonies. We were "nevertheless, surprised to 
hear that a number of about thirty Canadians attacked our 
reconnoitring party, consisting of four men, fired on them, 
and pursued them, and obliged them to return the fire. 
This is the account of the party which has since arrived at 
Head-Quarters. We desire to Know of any gentlemen Ca- 
nadians, the facts of th.e case, as one story is good till 
another is told. Our general order to the. soldiery was, 
that they should not, on pain of death, molest or kill any 
of your people. But if it shall appear, upon examination, 
that our reconnoitring party commenced hostilities against 
your people, they shall suffer agreeable to the sentence of 
a court-martial ; for our special orders, from the Colonies 
are, to befriend and protect you, if need be ; so that if you 
desire their friendship, you are invited to embrace it, for 
nothing can be more undesirable to your friends'in the 
Colonies, than a war with their fellow-subjects the Cana- 
dians, or with the Indians. . You are very sensible that 
war has already commenced between England and the 
Colonies. Hostilities have already begun ; to fight with 
the King's Troops has become a necessary and incumbent 
duty; the Colonies cannot avoid jt. But pray, is it neces- 
sary that the Canadians and the inhabitants of the English 
Colonies should butcher one another? God forbid.. There 
is no controversy subsisting between you and them. Pray 
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let old England and the Colonies fight it out ; and you, 
Canadians, stand by and see what an arm of flesh can do. 
We are apprehensive that the conduct of your people, be- 
fore complained of, had not a general approbation, and are 
still confident that your Country, as such, will not wage war 
with the Colonies, or approve the aforesaid hostile conduct 
of your people, as we conceive it to be impolkick to the last 
degree for the Canadians to enter into a bloody war with- 
out either a provocation or motive, and when, at the same 
time, every motive of interest, virtue, and honour, are ready 
at hand to dissuade you from it. In fine, we conclude Saint 
Luke, Captain McCoy, and other evil-minded persons, 
whose interest and inclination it is that the Canadians and 
the people of those Colonies should cut one another's 
throats, have inveigled some of the baser sort of jour peo- 
ple to attack our said reconnoitring party. We expect, 
gentlemen, as to these particulars, you will in good time 
ipform us ; and subscribe ourselves your real friends, 

Ethan Allen, 
At present the principal Commander of the Army. 

James Easton. 

A copy of the foregoing letter was this day sent to Mr. 
Walker, our trusty friend at Montreal, per favour of Mr. 
Jeffere, whose fidelity is unquestionable; and it is wholly 
left with Mr. Walker to make its contents the most publick 
that he possibly can, whether by printing it and translating 
it into French, &.c. We furthermore thought it expedient 
your Honours should have a copy communicated to you. 

Yours at command, Ethan Allen, 

James Easton. 

To the Provincial Congress of New- York. 



BLRRIDGE GERRY TO THE MASSACHUSETTS DELEGATES IN 
THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Watertown, June 4, 1775. 

. Gentlemen : A publick express for your honourable 
body gives me opportunity to hand you information of the 
affairs of this Province. From the confusion in which the 
engagement at Lexington threw the people, they are now 
beginning to recover, and I hope, by the speedy assistance 
of some form of Government, that the measures which 
will be necessary for defence, will not only be practicable, 
but executed here with success. The spirit of the people 
is equal to our wishes, and if they continue as they began, 
it will be as familiar to fight as to pursue the dangers 
of the ocean. We want assistance by ammunition and 
money. A full supply of these would render Lord North 
and his myrmidons as harmless as they are infamous. We 
have stripped the seaports of canvass to.make tents ; and 
it is_of great importance to possess ourselves of about five 
hundred pieces of ravens duck, to keep the soldiers in 
health, I should be glad if the bearer could obtain it on 
the credit of our vote, as we want all of our specie to 
send out of the ^Government for other purposes ; but I am 
doubtful wh_ether you can assist us in this matter, although 
very important, as the great objects of your attention must 
take up your whole time. 

Government is so essential that it cannot be too soon 
adopted; and although no argument can be necessary to 
convince you of so plain a truth, yet it may not be amiss 
to hint a matter which can only be discovered by being 
where, it has taken place. The people are fully possessed 
of their dignity from the frequent delineation of their 
rights, which have been published to defeat the ministe- 
rial party in their attempt to impress them with high no- 
tions of Government. They now feel rather too much 
their own importance, and it requires great skill to produce 
such subordination as is necessary. This takes place prin- 
cipally in the.Army. They have affected to hold the mili- 
tary too high, but the civil must be first supported ; and 
unless an established form of Government is provided, it 
will be productive of injury. Every day's delay will 
make the task more arduous. 

We want, also, a regular General to assist us in dis- 
ciplining the Army, which, in twelve months' time, and 
perhaps less, by frequent skirmishes, may be brought to 
stand against any troops, however formidable they may 
be with the sounding names of Welsh Fusileers, Grena- 
diers, &.c. And although the pride of our people would 



prevent their submitting to be led by any General not an 
American, yet I cannot but think that General Lee might 
be so established as to render great service by his presence 
and counsels with our officers. I should heartily rejoice 
to see this way the beloved Colonel Washington, and do 
not doubt the New- England Generals would acquiesce in 
showing to our sister Colony, Virginia, the respect which 
she has before experienced from the Continent, in making 
him G. ene i'alissimo. This is a matter in which Dr. War- 
ren agrees with me, and we had intended to write yo-.i 
jointly on the affair. 

The letter from our Joint Committees and the Gene- 
rals to the Congress, will come before you, and nothing 
further is necessary on this head. I remain, gentlemen, 
with great respect, your obedient servant, 

Elbridge Gerry. 
To the Honourable Members of the Continental Congress 

from Massachusetts-Bay. 



GEN. WARD AND OTHERS TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Cambridge, June 4, 1775. 

May it please your Honours : We beg leave to rep- 
resent to you the peculiar distresses of this Colony, being 
assured that you will, as the wise guardians of the lives, 
liberties, and properties of the whole of this extensive 
Continent, attend to the several circumstances of all who, 
under God, look up to you for protection and deliverance. 
Our capital is filled with disciplined troops, thoroughly 
equipped with. every thing necessary to render them formi- 
dable. A train of artillery, as complete as can T>e con- 
ceived of; a full supply of arms and ammunition; and an 
absolute command of the harbour of Boston, which puts 
it in their power to furnish themselves with whatever they 
shall think convenient by sea, are such advantages as must 
render our contest with them in every view extremely diffi- 
cult. 

We suffer at present the greatest inconveniences from a 
want of a sufficient quantity of powder ; without this every 
attempt to defend ourselves or annoy our enemies, must 
prove abortive. We have taken every step to avail our- 
selves of this article, by drawing into outgeneral maga- 
zines whatever could be spared from the respective Towns 
of this Colony ; but the frequent skirmishes we have had 
have greatly diminished our stock, and we are now under 
the most alarming apprehensions that, notwithstanding the 
bravery of our troops, (whom we think. we can, without 
boasting, declare are ready to encounter e very danger for 
the preservation of the rights and liberties of America,) 
we shall, barely for want of the means of defence, fall at 
last a prey to our enemies. 

We, therefore, most earnestly beseech you, that you 
would warmly recommend it to the other Colonies, to 
send whatever ammunition they can possibly spare forth- 
with to our relief. The manner of recommending this 
matter we submit to your superiour judgment ; we only 
beg leave to suggest, that an immediate supply is of the 
last importance to us, and that a discovery oT our weak- 
ness in this particular, before we receive assistance, may 
be fatal, not to us only, but to the liberties of the whole 
Continent; whereas, with a full supply orarms and am-" 
munition, we might, with the common/blessings of Provi- 
dence, baffle the designs of our enemies, and be greatly 
instrumental in bringing our present .disputes to a happy 
issue. We are your Honours' most obedient servants, 

Art. Ward, General of the MqfMchuseiisT'orces. 

Jos. Warren, Chairman of the Cornm_. of Safety. 

Moses Gill, Chairman of the Comm. of Supplies. 

P. S. We beg what powder yon can possibly spare 
may be immediately conveyed to us by land in the way 
least liable to be suspected by any persons who may cor- 
respond with the enemy. 



MRS. BOWDOIN TO THE MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OT 
SAFETY. 

Dorchester, June 4, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Mr. Bowdoin has just received the enclosed 
depositions, and being in a very weak state, desires me to 
inform you, that for some time past the Falkland Sloop-of- 
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War, commanded by Captain Limey, has been cruising 
about the islands called Elizabeth Islands, near Martha's 
Vineyard. That the said sloop's boats have divers times 
landed armed men on the said islands, who have abused 
the inhabitants, stove their boats, and by force taken away 
a considerable part 6T their property, as may more fully ap- 
pear by the said depositions. _ 

It is humbly apprehended if about one hundred armed 
rrien were properly posted on the said jslands, they would 
be a sufficient force to defend the inhabitants, and protect 
their stock of cattle and sheep, which is very considerable, 
and which has hitherto every year furnished divers parts 
of this Cdpny with fat sheep and cattle for provisions, and 
particularly with a large quantity of wool for our home 
manufacture. 

I beg leave to make this representation that you may 
take such measures as your wisdom shall dictate ; and am, 
most respectfully, in Mr. BowdoirCs behalf, who is part 
owner of one of said islands, gentlemen, your most obedi- 
ent humble servant, Elizabeth Bowdoin. 

To the Honourable Committee of Safety. 

depositions. 

I, ERsha Nye, innholder, living on one of the Elizabeth 
Islands, commonly called Naushan, and near to Tarpaulin 
Cove, testlfieth and sayeth, that some time about the fifth 
o(May th~e sFoop-ofwar called the Falkland, commanded 
by Captain Linsey, came into the cove, and as soon as 
the vessel had come to anchor, the Captain came on shore 
with his boat's crew, all armed, and came to the house, and 
said unto the deponent, You need not be scared; upon 
which I told him it was enough to scare any body to see 
so" many men^conre on shore armed ; and the women are 
air fled, and to where I knew not. Upon which Captain 
Linsey told me to call them in, for he did not mean to 
hurt any body ; upon which promise I and my family were 
satisfied. Soon after, the Captain asked me to walk with 
him, which I complied with, and in the course of the 
walk he demanded to know what stock I had, and added, 
to tell him right, for if I did not, he would take all that 
he met; upon which I gave him the account. Then the 
Captain told roe, (the deponent,) if I sold any one of them 
be wouM take the remainder by force; upon which I told 
him if he were here when they were fit for market, he 
nftght have them by paying the price I used to have. Soon 
after Avhich he went, to Rhode-Island, and returned back 
in a few days ; after which he used to pass and re-pass the 
island almost every day, mostly in company with the Doc- 
tor of the ship, leaving down the fenqe repeatedly, which 
let the cattle often mix together, which I told the Doctor 
was a great' damage. The Doctor's answer was, then you 
may' put it up yourselves, for I will not; and often talked 
in ah abusive, insulting manner, that he (the Doctor) would 
soon take what he wanted without any pay. On the twenty- 
sixth instant a_ sloop came into the cove with about twenty 
passengers— rn"eft,^6rtfen, and children — in great distress for 
provisions', and made application to me for supplies. Cap- 
tain Linsey, knowing that, (his boat having boarded her,) 
sent his boat _on shore and forbid me letting them have any. 
Then I advised, them to apply to Captain Linsey, and see 
if they could not prevail upon him to let them have some. 
Accordingly they went. Afterwards the Captain of the 
sloop touT me that he absolutely refused them, and said, 
damn the Jog that would let them have any, and if they 
were liot' gone immediately they would sink them ; upon 
■which they set sail Immediately without any supplies. 

AnH Further, the deponent declareth that the Doctor 
cam6 Oil shore, and said that the Captain's orders were that 
I should go with him and destroy all the boats on the island. 
I told himl cpuld not go upon such business as that. He 
said be wqu](1 send me on board the ship if I did not go; 
uponwHich I found I must comply, and accordingly went 
with him, and saw him (the Doctor) stave three boats. 
On the twenty-ninth, about eight o'clock in the evening, 
he (the said Doctor) came on shore, and told me he had 
come for my sheep ; upon which I told him they were out 
in the pasture, and T could not get them into the pen, it be- 
ing dark, but would fetch them in as early in the morning 
as he pleased. The answer from the Doctor was, damn you, 
what did you turn them out for; the reason 1 told him was 



that they had got out their own sheep, and did not say 
any thing more about when they should want mine, and I 
thought it best the sheep should be let out to feed. Upon 
which the said Doctor said to me, Damn your eyes,, go on 
board the ship, and I'll see what they were turned out for. 
I told him I would not, but would go and try to get the 
sheep up ; well, damn you, make haste ; and swung his 
sword over my head. But upon trial I found it so dark I 
could not get them in ; but on my return was informed that 
he (the Doctor) had sent on board for more help to carry 
me and my brother on board the ship. Upon which, with 
the abuses and threats I had received before, thought it 
time to make my escape, which 1 did, to the main land, and 
begged the assistance of the people, who readily came to 
my assistance ; and when I returned, which was about three 
o'clock in the morning, some of my family told me they _ 
had been ashore, armed, and had taken all my calves, be- 
ing seven in number ; two of the poorest and smallest they 
sent ashore in the morning, the others, with four sheep 
they had some days before, they carried off without paying 
any thing for them. And I do further declare the abuses 
and threats I received from Captain Linsey and the Doctor 
is the occasion of my moving off the island and leaving my 
interest. And I declare that 1 never refused Captain Linsey, 
or any other person belonging to a sloop-of-war, entertain- 
ment in my house, or supply of provisions that I had on 
my farm that I could spare. And I further declare, that on 
the night of the twenty-ninth instant aforesaid, the Doctor, 
as my wife informs me, carrte on shore and demanded my 
gun with his swonj In his hand, which she HelTvered to him, 
and have not seen it since, though the only weapon of de- 
fence that I had on the island. The value of the sheep, 
calves, and gun, which they took from me, and the use of 
my horse and well, are as follows, viz : — 

Four sheep, value £2 16s. ; three calves two months 
old, value £3 6s.; four quarters of veal, weight sixty 
pounds, sold before and delivered, 16s.; one gun, taken 
out of my house_ by the Doctor of the ship, of great 
value, £3; riding my horse, and use of my well, £3. 

Elisha Nye. 
Barnstable, ss., May 31, 1775: 

Then the within and above named _ Elisha Nye made 
oath to the within .and above nameoLdeposition and account 
as the truth, and by him subscribed. Before me, 

Thos. Smith, Justice of the Peace. 

We, the subscribers, testify and say, that on the 29th 
day of May, 1775, Captain Linsey, commander of a sbip- 
of-war, then at Tarpaulin Cove, came with a number of 
armed men and landed on one of ilcie' Elizabeth Islands, 
called Reskatemeth, and came to the place where the men 
that owned part of the stock on said island were shear- 
ing their sheep, and demanded the sheep, saying and pro- 
mising that he would pay for them, and give the full value 
of the sheep, or words to that purpose; but the owners of 
said sheep told him that they were unwilling to part with 
them, but if he would take them, they should not molest 
him, as most of the owners of the sheep were of the people 
called Quakers, and that they would not be concerned in 
defending themselves or their interest by force of arms, but 
would treat him with civility ; but said Captain, with his 
men, took said sheep, and carried them away, some shorn, 
and many not shorn. The sheep were hurried away in 
such a manner that we could not take an account of the 
numbers with exactness, but according to the best of our 
judgment, the numbers and value of the sheep are as 1 fol- 
low, viz : 

Took from Joseph Tucker and Sons ninety-three sheep, 
value £68 8s., lawful money ; took from Jeremiah Robin- 
son seventeen sheep, value £12 4s, 10c/., lawful money; 
took from William and Elisha Robinson twenty-four 
sheep, value £14 8s., lawful money ; took from Ebenezer 
Meiggs seventy-two sheep, value £51 15s. 6d., lawful 
money. .- -■ . - -r ,,,,._„„„ 

John Tucker, Elisha"Robinson, 

Jeremiah Robinson, Ebenezer Meiggs. 

Barnstable, ss. ; May 31, 1775: 

Then the above named Ebenezer Meiggs made oath to 
the truth of the above written, by liim subscribed, and the 
above named John Tucker, Jeremiah Robinson, and Elisha 
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Robinson, being of the people called Quakers, affirmed to 
the truth of the above written, by them subscribed. 

Before me : Thomas Smith, 

Justice of the Peace. 

Daniel Egry, of Dartmouth, says, that last Sabbath, a 
Whaleman went through Robinson's Hole into the Sound; 
just at the eastward lay three tenders, who fired upon the 
schooner. The master then ordered the schooner about 
again, and run into the Hole; all the people then left the 
vessel, by the master's orders. The officer of a barge 
then came on board, and snapped his pistol at the master, 
which did not go off, though well primed, and all the rest 
of the barge's crew cocked their pistols, but were ordered 
by the officer not to fire. The people of the three tenders 
swore they would have all the stock on the island, having 
forced the tenantsjo. give an inventory thereof, and intend- 
ed to seize five vessels to carry them off, and pursued one 
vessel which hove in sight. The name of the island is 
Naushan, and owned by Mr. Bowdoin ; suppose there are 
three thousand sheep on the island, and a large stock of 
cattle. It is supposed they intended .to rob the several 
islands near, on which islands it is supposed there were 
ten thousand sheep, beside cattle. 

May 10", 1775. 



which they were imported; in failure whereof no such 
goods be permitted to be landed or sold within the limits 
of this City and Liberties. 

By order of the Committee for the City and Liberties 
of Philadelphia. Jonathan B. Smith, Secretary. 



POLITICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

London, June 5, 1775. 

In^the course of animadversion upon our dispute with 
America, the principle, " that wheresoever the supreme 
power of legislation is vested, there also centres the supreme 
power of taxation," has been (it is thought) fully proved 
to the conviction of every unbiased reader; and, indeed, 
the Americans themselves. seem so thoroughly convinced 
of it, as to have given up the distinction not only between 
internal and external taxation, but also the difference be- 
tween the legislative and taxing power; well knowing that 
they who can tax will rule, and those who can rule must 
and will tax ; the act of taxation being an essential act of 
dominion and sovereignty, without which no Government 
can subsist, or maintain its authority. 

The rebellious Americans depend upon their numbers 
and distance from us ; but we hope they will be of but 
little service Jo tliem, for there are other ways and means 
of distressing them, besides our meeting them in the field. 
Their wealth is the source of their rebellion ; and our Min- 
istry have already wisely begun to reduce them to reason 
by lessening; it ; and when they find themselves so blocked 
up by sea that nothing can go to or come from them with- 
out faljing into our hands ; or, if that will not do, that their 
vessels and properties are seized, and, if occasion requires, 
their coasts plundered, their towns and ports reduced to 
ashes, &ic, poverty and distress will by degrees break in 
upon them ; and though they have got a great Army, they 
will see their ruin daily approaching without being able 
to prevent it. If, therefore, they still persist in their re- 
bellion, contrary to their own interest, and contrary to all 
the feelings of humanity for their fellow-subjects, but in a 
more particular manner, contrary to the compassion they 
ought to have for their wives and children, all the evils and 
calamities that arise from it will, in the sight of God and 
man, lie at their door ; and even the cries of the injured 
orphan and widow, that will go up to Heaven upon that 
account, will go up against them. 



PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. 

Committee Chamber, June 5, 1775. 

Whereas, the business of this Committee has been much 
obstructed and embarrassed by necessary inquiries into the 
circumstances of Goods imported here from other Prov- 
inces : 

Resolved, therefore, That for the future, whenever goods 
shall be imported into this Province from any of the neigh- 
bouring Colonies, the importer do produce a certificate 
from the Chairman of the Committee from whence such 
goods are sent, signifying their importation within the rules 
of the Congress, or do produce a qualification taken before 
some Magistrate of the jdentity of such goods, of the 
time of their importation into this Country, and vessel in 



TO GENERAL BTJRGOYNE. 

Philadelphia, June 5, 1775. 

Permit me, Sir, though a stranger to your person, but 
hot wholly unacquainted with your character, to address 
you on your arrival. Glad should I be to offer. the lan- 
guage of congratulation ; but the love of my Country for- 
bids. Unhappy situation ! that virtue must restrain the 
plaudits with which she hath been used to meet the accom- 
plished Burgoyne. 

With the manly openness of a soldier you have delivered 
your sentiments in the Senate ; you have wished that the 
bravery of every " military man" in America " may be 
judged by the test of compassion ;" you have chosen " ar- 
gument," if admitted to intercourse in America, " before 
activity in the line of your profession." The precious op- 
portunity that you desire is granted ; the fertile, the once 
peaceful, the free shores of America have received you ; a 
people delighting in freedom of inquiry,~susceptible of the 
force of solid argument, capable of refuting sophistry, would 
gladly meet you on this first ground of your choice, with 
candour enough to admire the copiousness oFyour elo- 
quence, though possessed with too much judgment to mis- 
take it for argument. We desire not to meet you reason- 
ing "to the best of your power in the line of your profes- 
sion," because the issues of war are dreadful and uncertain ; 
and though you have been victorious in a " cause" which 
it was honourable " to fight for, to bleed, and to die for," 
yet in this, we apprehend, whether victor or vanquished, 
you will " find" nothing but " sorrow and remorse." 

W T hen Chairman of the Select Committee on East In- 
dia affairs, you declared, "that the most infamous designs 
had been carried into execution by perfidy and murder; 
that the East India Princes held their dignities on the pre- 
carious condition of being the highest bribers ; and that no 
claim could be admitted, however just on their part, with- 
out being introduced by enormous sums of rupees. Your 
noble nature started from the horrid_scene ; the ghost of 
Omichund could not have thus appalled you. And can 
you, Sir, be instrumental to enslave and oppress, not effem- 
inate East Indians, but the sons of Englishmen ? Can 
you imbrue your hands in brothers' blood, or stoop to* the 
infamous designs of perfidy ? Can you wish that claims 
the most just should not be admitted, unless the fallacious 
scheme of the treasury be adopted ? Forbid it every enno- 
bling sentiment of the human breast ! No, Sir, satisfied 
with the glorious laurels that adorned your brow, let the 
peaceful olive twine around them ; so shall Britain atjd 
America in future time bless the man who felt that 
bravery and compassion were associate virtues. 

A Pennsylvanian. 



WILLIAM DUER TO NEVV-YOBK CONGRESS. 

Fort Millar, Juno 5, 1775. 

Sir: I esteem it a duty which I owe to the Province to 
inform you that my apprehensions with respect to the 
designs of the people in this County to stop the courts of 
justice, were not ill founded. A party of the people on 
the New- Hampshire Grants, strengthened by some persons 
of desperate fortunes and bad characters in the western dis- 
tricts, had formed a resolution of abolishing the Jaw ; and to 
effect their purpose, had actually marched on their way to 
Fort Edivard. Yesterday fortnight I had intelligence of 
their design, and by a lucky incident put a stop to their 
proceedings, at least for the present. 

Captain Molt, who is the bearer of this, was marching 
his company to join the forces at Ticonderoga. I men- 
tioned to him the intelligence I had received, and applied 
to him for his assistance. This gentleman coincided with 
myself in opinion of the absolute necessity there was of 
keeping up at least the shadow of order _and justice, and 
detained his company at Fort Edward in order to protect 
the Bench. The riotous party getting information of this 
unlooked for relief, desisted from their attempt. 
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As Captain Mott is on his way to your Congress, I 
esteem myself bound in gratitude to mention his alacrity 
in supporting good order within our Province, not doubt- 
ing but such a line of conduct will recommend him to your 
attention. I have likewise to submit it again to your con- 
sideration, whether it might not be proper for the Provin- 
cial Congress to make publick their sentiments with respect 
to the courts of justice. However daring many of the 
people are in this County, I scarcely imagine they would 
dare to counteract the avowed opinions of the Congress. 
It is merely owing to chance, and Captain Motfs conduct, 
that thbjast Court was not broke up; and should this at- 
tempt 6nce~succeed7 it will not be an easy matter to restore 
order amongst a people of so turbulent a spirit. Our 
County wHT then be reduced to a worse dilemma than any 
other. We shall not only have to oppose the incursions 
of the enemy on the frontiers, but shall be torn to pieces 
with intestine anarchy and confusion. I am conscious, 
from the knowledge I have of your personal character, of 
your aversion to such proceedings, and have therefore 
thought it advisable to write to you on the subject. Your 
interposition in this matter may save the spilling of blood 
the next Court, for so long as I know it to be the sense of 
the Country that the courts of justice should be support- 
ed, and" that I have the honour of sitting as one of the 
Judges, I shaTT endeavour to keep them open even at the 
risk of my life. I am, Sir, with respect, your obedient 
humble servant, Wm. Duer. 

To Peter VanBnigh Livingston, Esq., President of the 
Provincial Congress at New- Yorlc. 



COLONEL GUY JOHNSON TO THE COMMITTEE OF TKYON 
COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 
Thompson's, Cosby's Manor, Juno 5, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I have received the paper signed Chris. 
P. Yates, Chairman, on behalf of the Districts therein 
mentioned, which I am now to answer, and shall do it 
briefly, in the order you have stated matters. As to the 
letter from some Indians to the Qneidas, I really knew 
nothing of it till I heard such a thing had been by some 
means qbtained^frorn an Indian messenger; and from what 
I have heard of its contents, I can't see any thing material 
in it, or that could justify such idle apprehensions ; but I 
must qpserve^jhat, thesejears among the people were talked 
of long before, and were, I fear, propagated by some mali- 
cious perso'ns for a bad purpose. 

As.tP. your political sentiments, on which you enter in 
the next paragraph, T have no occasion to enter on them 
or thj..JB.eilt.s_of,the_ cause. I desire^to enjoy liberty of 
conspje^g^nij^gi^esejcise of my own judgment, and that, 
all otJbers_sTiouicl have the same privilege ; but, with regard 
to your saying you might have postponed the affair, if 
there had been the least kind of probability that the peti- 
tion of the General Assembly would have been noticed 
more than tjiat. of the. Delegates, I must, as a true friend 
to the Country, in which I have a large interest, say, that 
the present dispute is viewed in different lights, according 
to the education and principles of the parties affected; 
and that, however reasonable it may appear to a consider- 
able number of honest men here, that thepetition of the 
Delegates should merit attention, it is not viewed in the 
same ligjit in a country which admits of no authority that 
is not., constitutionally established ; and I persuade myself 
you have that reverence'for His Majesty, that you will pay 
due regard to the Hoyal assurance given in his speech to 
Parliament, that whenever the American grievances should 
be laid before h im b y their constitutional Assemblies, they 
should be fully attended to. I have heard that compulsory 
steps were taken to induce some persons to come into your 
measures', and treasonable toasts drank ; but I am not willing 
to give too easy credit to flying reports, and am happy to 
hear you disavow them. 

I am glad to find my calling a Congress on the frontiers 
gives satisfaction ; this was principally my design, though I 
cannot sufficiently express my surprise at those who have, 
either through malice or ignorance, misconstrued my in- 
tentions, and supposed me capable of setting the Indians 
on the peaceable inhabitants of this Country. The inte- 
rest .our fajnily has in this Country and my own, is con- 
siderable, and they have been its best benefactors ; any 



malicious charges, therefore, to their prejudice, are highly 
injurious, and ought to be totally suppressed. 

The office I hold is greatly for the benefit and protec- 
tion of this Country, and on my frequent meetings with the 
Indians depends their peace and security ; I therefore can- 
not but be astonished to find the endeavours made use of 
to obstruct me in my duties, and the weakness of some 
people in withholding many things from me, which are in- 
disputably necessary for rendering the Indians contented ; 
and I am willing to hope that you, gentlemen, will duly 
consider this and discountenance the_s_ame. 

You have been much misinformed, as to the origin of the 
reports" which obliged me to fortify my house and stand on 
my defence. I had it, gentlemen, from undoubted authori- 
ty from Albany, and since confirmed by letters Troni one 
of the Committee at Philadelphia, that a large body of 
men were~to make me prisoner. As the effect this must 
have on the Indians might have be en of da ngerous conse- 
quences to you, (a circumstance _ not thought of,) I was 
obliged, at great expense, to take these measures. But 
the many reports of my stopping travellers were false in 
every particular, and the only instance of detaining any 
body was in the case of two New-England men, which I 
explained fully to those of your body who brought your 
letter, and wherein I acted strictly agreeable to law, and a3 
a magistrate should have done. 

I am very sorry that such idle and injurious reports meet 
with any encouragement. I rely on you, gentlemen, to 
exert yourselves in discountenancing them ; and I am hap- 
py in this opportunity of assuring the people of a Country 
1 regard, that they have nothing to apprehend from my 
endeavours, but that I shall always be glad to promote 
their true interests. 

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant, 

G. Johnson. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN NEW-YORK, 
DATED HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT, JTJFE 5, 1775. 

Mr. Hide, the Boston post, reports that a vessel bound 
to London, on board of which Mr. Robert Temple, a high- 
flying tory, was passenger, sprang a leak soon after her de- 
parture, and. put into Plymouth, (New-England?) to refit. 
That the people took Temple prisoner, sent him to the camp 
at Cambridge, secured his papers, and opened a great num- 
ber of letters, many of which were from officers of the 
Army at Boston. That those letters in general are full of 
complaints and expressions of uneasiness". Some of the 
officers desire and entreaTfo sell out, others say they are 
fighting in a bad cause, and apprehensive of a mutiny ; 
others mention a difference between the Genera l and the 
Admiral, and that the Army in general are disheartened and 
uneasy ; other letters are full of invectives against the poor 
Yankees, as they call us. We hear the Provincial Con^ 
gress will keep Temple as a hostage ; but T hope they will 
let the vessel go with the above letters. 

JAMES CURGENVEN TO GOVERNOUR TRTJMBTJLL. 

New-Haven, June 5, 1775. 

Sir: I beg permission to acquaint your Honour that I 
am appointed Collector of the Customs for the port of 
New-Haven, vice Peter Harrison, Esquire, deceased ; and 
that on the second instant, when I arrived within your 
Government, some people showed a great dislike to my 
taking upon me the duty of my office. But by the inter- 
position of several gentlemen concerned in trade, and my 
informing them that I should wait on your Honour as soon 
as I had recovered from the fatigues of the voyage, they 
appeared to be satisfied. 

I look on it a respect due to your Honour, that I should 
satisfy you as to the legality of my appointment, as well as 
necessary that I should take the oaths, prescribed by law 
previous to my entering upon the execution oT my duty ; 
but as my ill state of health will not admIt_of my taking a 
journey at present, and as I have already taken the oath of 
office before the Board of Customs, I hope this will be ad- 
mitted as a sufficient apology. And some persons having 
suggested that your Honour would refu_se_to. administer the 
oaths appointed to be taken by officers of tHe Crown in 
similar cases with mine, I take thejiberty to request that 
your Honour will be pleased to inform me by a line, if you 
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have any objection to administer them. Your condescen- 
sion herein will lay me under the most lasting obligations. 

I am, with the greatest respect, Sir, your Honour's most 
obedient and most humble servant, 

, /, 7 ' ' ' James Curgenven. 

The Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour of His 

Majesty's Colony of Connecticut, &c, &c, Uc. 

I, James Curgenven, do sincerely promise and swear, 
that I will be faithful, and bear true allegiance to His Ma-. 
jesty George the Third. So help me God. 

I, James Curgenven, do swear that I do, from my heart, 
abhor, detest, and abjure, as impious and heretical, that 
damnable doctrine and position that Princes, excommuni- 
cated or deprived t>y the Pope or any authority of the See 
of Rome, may be deposed or murdered by their subjects or 
any other whatsoever. And I do declare that no foreign 
prince, person, prelate, state, or potentate, hath, or ought 
to.have, any jurisdiction, power, superiority, pre-eminence, 
or authority, ecclesiastical or spiritual, within the Realm of 
Great Britain. _So help me God. 

I, James Curgenven, do solemnly, in the presence of God, 
profess, testify, and declare, that I do believe that in the 
Sacramerjts ipf tire" Lord's Supper there is not any transub- 
stanliaTton of the elements of bread and wine in the body 
.and bloodLof Christ, at or after the consecration thereof by 
any person whatsoever, and that the invocation or adora- 
tion of the Virgin Mary, or any other Saint, and the. sacri- 
fice of the Massy as they are now used in the Church of 
Rome, are superstitious and idolatrous. And I do solemn- 
ly,, in the presence of God, profess, testify, and declare, 
that I do make this declaration, and every part thereof, in 
the plain and ordinary sense of the words read unto me, as 
they are commonly understood by English Protestants, 
Tvitnout any evasion, equivocation, or mental reservation 
whatsoever, and without any dispensation already granted 
me fooh'is purpose by the Pope, or any authority or per- 
son whatsoever, or without any hope of any such dispensa- 
tion from any authority or person whatsoever, or without 
thinking that I am_ or can be acquitted before God or 
man,' or absolved of JJiis declaration, or any part thereof, 
although the Pope or any other person or persons, or pow- 
er Tvhatsoever, should dispense with or annul the same, or 
declare tha_t.it was null and void from the beginning. 

I, James Curgenven, do truly and sincerely acknowledge, 
profess, testify, and declare, in my conscience, before God 
and the world, that our sovereign Lord, King George, is law- 
ful andjightful King of tbisRealm, and all other His Majes- 
ty's Dominions and Countries thereunto belonging. And 
I do solemnly declare, tliat I do believe, in my conscience,' 
thaJLnot any of the descendants of the person who pretend- 
<_cl to J>e_ Prince of Wales during the life. of the late King 
^^jsthe jjexpnd, and since his decease, pretended to be, 
and. took upon himself_ the style and title of King of Eng- 
land, by the name of James the Third, or of Scotland, by 
the name of James the Eighth, or the style or title of King 
of Great Britain, hath any right or title whatsoever to the 
Crown of this Realm, or any other Dominions thereunto 
belonging. And __ I do renounce, refuse, and abjure any 
alle'giance or obedience to'any of them ; and I do swear 
that 1 will bear JaithTand. true ^allegiance to His Majesty 
King George, and him . will defend to . the. utmost of my 
power against all traitorousieonspiracies and attempts what- 
soever, which shall be made against his person, crown, or 
dignity. And I wiUfdo my utmost endeavour to disclose 
and makelcnown to Hi. Majesty and his successor all trea- 
sons and traitorous conspiracies which I shall know to be 
against him or any of them. And I do faithfully promise, 
to the utmost of my power, to support, 'maintain, and de- 
fend the .successionof the Crown against the defendants 
of jthe said James, and against all persons whatsoever, 
which succession, by an Act intituled '" An Act'for the fur- 
ther limitation of the.Crown, and better securing the rights 
and liberties ofthe Subjects," is and stands limited to the 
Princess Sophia, Electoress and Dutchess Dowager of 
Hanover, and the heirs of her body being Protestants. 
And alLtl iese thing s I d o plainly and sincerely acknowledge 
and §wejar, according to these express words by me spoken, 
according to the plain common sense and understanding of 
the?ami_;W-CTds, without any equivocation, mental e^asjon, 
Fourth Series.— Vol. ii. 5g 



or secret reservation whatsoever; And I "do now make 
this recognition, acknowledgment, abjuration, renunciation, 
and promise, heartily, willingly, and truly, upon the true 
faith of a Christian. So help me God. 

June 9, 1775. J AMES CuRCENVEN. 

Camp Cambridge, June 5, 1775. .- 
The Petition of the subscribers, Soldiers in the Company - 
commanded by Captain Drury, humbly showeth: 
That your petitioners, with the utmost concern, find" 
themselves shifted out of Colonel Nixen's Regiment into 
that of Colonel Gardner's, contrary to our inclination, and 
repugnant to the promise made us at our enlisting. We, 
therefore, beg that your Excellency would be pleased to 
continue us in the Regiment we engaged to serve in, and 
not to be removed for the future only to serve the malevo- 
lent disposition of our Captain; and, as in duty bound, 
shall ever pray. " ■-■•■--- — — ; 



Windsor Stone, 
Samuel Ordway, 
Simon Stow, 
Jpsiah Bent, 
Francis Stow, 
Joseph Brown, 
Joseph Stow, 
Abijah Abbot, 
John Stacy, 



Brigham Eaton, 
William Clark, ' 
Simeon Rogers, 
Joseph Jennings, 
Ebenezqr James, 
Josiah Waite, 
Azariah .Walker, 
Amos- Gates, 
Peter. Sabin, 



David Waite, 
George Gates, 
Joseph Goynit, 
Benjamin Clark, 
Joseph Seavcr, 
Samuel Eyerdean, 
Isaac Heminway, 
Henr y Gates, 
Nehemiah Wright. 



To his Excellency General Ward, Sic. 



To the Colony Congress of the Massachusetts-Bay, in 
JNew-EnGLAND : '_::__ '.."_".'_ . ' .77~j:i~.Z^:I. ' .- 

We, the subscribers, Captains in the Regiment whereof 
James Scammon, Esq., is Colonel, humbly showeth: 
That whereas there is no provision made for the money 
that we, our subalterns, and soldiers, have advanced for 
their support, from the time of enlislmenttoiEir arrival at 
Cambridge, humbly pray, in behalf^oTourielyes, &sc., that 
your Honours would, in your wisdom, contrive some way 
that is most agreeable for their being refunded the several 
sums they have advanced. And yourpefitioners, as m duty 
bound, will ever pray, &c. 



Philip Hubbard, 

Jesse.Dorman, 
Joshua Bragdon, 
Jeremiah Hill, 



Tobias Fernald, Jun. 

Samuel Sater, 
Samuel Leigiiton. 
Samuel Darby. 



TOWN MEETING IN CONWAY, N'Tew-'HAMfs II IRE. " 

At a legal meeting held by the inhabitants of Conway, 
on" the fifth day of June, 1775, the following Votes were 
passed: "" V ' ".. " . " \ 1 T.'Vl \~'~.'-- 

Voted, That Col. Andrew McMiWen^C^.^Tmothy 
Walker , Capt. David Page, UieuL^James Osgood, and 
Ensign Joshua Heath, be a Committee at ~%M_ i'n behalf of 
the Town, in any matter respecting the present time of 
difficulty. 

Voted, That the Town will aid and assist the abo ve 
Committee that is chosen in behaif.oOneJ.own to pre- 
serve the peace and order of it, whenever .the Committee 
shall judge occasion. " ~~v'~ ~ :' z ~ '.'.: .-''... U'. 

Voted, That this Committee be fully empowered to in- 
quire touching any obnoxious person: who may flee to this 
Town for an asylum,~and that they shall judge whether it 
is expedient for^any such refugee tolresjde here, or depart 
from it; and any inhabitant of this Town'vvho shall be ob- 
noxious, shall be only accountable to the Committee for 
their conduct. 

Voted, That no other person but the Committee shall 
concernwith any such .refugees; but if any person shall 
know of any such obnoxious person coming into Town, the 
earliest notice thereof shall be given thelCommittce. 

Voted, That the Committee be empowered to call be- 
fore them, and upon proper evidence ia pass upon "any 
inhabitants of the Town, who shall dare to transgress any' 
of the preceding Votes, or in any mariner ' to disturb the 
peace ofthe Town. : :.~":":^1/I:~" 

Voted, That the Committee sha|Tjffake application to 
the Congress of this Province for arms and ammunition Xhat 
are wanting in' this Town, and for meajpr a scouting guard 
for our safety. Richard Eastman, Toivn Cleric. 
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London, June 6, 1775. 



: The sword of ci vil w ar is at last unsheathed. You are 
•astonished : for you believed those sagacious counsellors, 

jinn j jimi iiij . J . :_. . _ _P. .. T ' 

'who assured you that the Americans were cowards. . You 

vverejTefsuaded that what you are pleased to call " firmness" 

jfLtbeJKing, and "steadiness" in his Ministers, were alone 

■ 'su^cient toTriHe that thing called "liberty," which, having 

.Jled^o^jmis^slaildi took shelter in America. You find, 

jVny Lord, you were deceived, and from that fatal hour in 

which the hostile sword glittered in America, every ship 

* Wfjlbn nglresh proof of your error. Tknow the Americans, 

■fffjy "Cora, better than any of your military informers. You 

""l^k. deceived, abused, wretchedly abused, and you will find 

■ ^uf !l e1^mF s ^hen"rtTs too late." Just God! I lose all pa- 
- - ti¥ncejwlieg 1 r ecol lect tne Incredible absurdity of your con- 
duct ; the paltry, shallow, contemptible system of politicks, 
by which every transaction of your Ministry hath been 

■ governed. With regard to America, you have struggled 
under an universal cloud of infatuation, and the arguments 

v.OJ, your treasury slaves in support of your tyranny are a 
,cojitmue^,hurJ[esque on argumentation. You have been 

' equally unlucky, my Lord, in your pensioned scribblers, 

-l.tbs._two ce lebrated Doctors, who, unfortunately for your 

: 1 Lordship, are, in-truTR, most scurvy polil.icTans. 

'is nBut, my Lord, I will, for the present, waive all other 
Ih3a^ r isif_d4s^ussion, and confine myself to the topick of 

-ithe.day. America, my Lord, America J . You shudder at 

_tbe.sbu.pcL .1 marvel not ; it will be your destruction,. Your 
pfeieriT game, my Lord, depends entirely on your _abiljty 
to persuade the people of England that their fellow-subjects 
in America a re in a state of rebellion. The people of Eng- 
land are less liable to mistake declamation for argument 
than any people in Europe. The people of England know 

; that tp resist illegal exertions of power is not rebellion. If 
yoOjifty Lord, have presumed to stretch the power of the 
Crown, or of the Parliament, beyond its legal bounds^ you 
are a rgbel to the People and a traitor to your Country. 

-• Ypujhaye dared to tax America, an unrepresented partof the 
King's Dominions. That taxation and representation are 
inseparable, is the avowed opinion of the first lawyer in the 
Kingdom. It is not only an opinion, but a glaring axiom 
of the Constitution ; and if you* dare deny it, my Lord, I 
thus publickly declare you an errant traitor to your Coun- 

. try. "America is not represented, and therefore cannot be 
taxed but^by themselves ; and whatever may be your pre- 
sent" .position, I pledge my credit with the publfck, that I 
"will bring you or your advocates to acknowledge the truth 
.of jhis position. If, therefore, you have presumed to tax 
America illegally ; if you have sent an Army to enforce 
laws unconstitutionally enacted, the Americans are not in a 

, slate of rebellion . On the contrary , they deserve our prayers 

aticL assistance ; ancT you, my LoTd, are the arch rebel 

: against whom all our vengeance should be directed. I am 

•tihe'xpectedly Interrupted, and I must therefore beg leave 

-"to coIiclucTe myself, iny Lord, yours, &c, 

.. »« ,ii Vl i..^t.'.JlJ*,L' : i, i'S. ... Cterl? s t<>wn, Tuesday, June 6, 1775. 

- /Resolved, That the following gentlemen, viz : Sir Ed- 
jnund JJead, Bart., JJavid Deas, Esq., Mr. John Fuller- 
ion, Mr. John Wagner, Mr. Jonah Smith, Jr., Mr. Joseph 
JDtll, ~Robert WilUams, Jr., Esq., Mr. Thomas Eveleigh, 
John Scott, Esq., of Broad-street, Major William Savage, 
Mr^Edward Lightwood, Captain Alexander Gillon, Alex- 
ander Jagtse, Esq., TVTr, .George Abbott Hall, Mr. Barnard 
: Bff&man, Captain Edward Blake, Doctor Peter Fayssoux, 
Captain Simon Tufts, Captain John Scott, Mr, James Fa- 
garlic, Mr. William Johnson, Mr. James Carsan, Joshua 
' Tfard, Ejq., Mr. Samuel Legare, Mr. Charles Johnston, 
and 5Ir. v7o/jn Horlbcck, bo a Committee to receive the 
signatures of all tlie inhabitants of Charlestown, to the As- 
sociation entered into on the third instant, and signed on 
the fourth* by every member of this Congress. And that 
it be recommended to them to complete the subscriptions 
as speedily as possible, and make a return of the names of 

■ soph asdVcline to sign the said Association, to. the General 
Committee. ...... 

; .; .:?;By order of the Congress : 
' " -y^ '?■">": '"'.'"'/■: ; *ii>''" .Peter Timothy^ Secretary. 



Wester County" (Pennsylvania) committee. 

. ... .. In Committee, Chester County, June 6, 177.5. 

The Committee met pursuant to appointment, in the 
Township of Charlestoivn, and proceeded to examine into 
the charge lodged against William Moore, Esquire, setting 
forth that he was inimical to the liberties of America, and 
that he had expressed a design to oppose the present As- 
sociation. .. . . "_..-■_ .-..-.._. 

Mr. Moore being ill, was waited on by two of the Com- 
mittee, with copies of the several charges exhibited against 
him, to which, after due consideration, he returned the fol- 
lowing answer, viz: 

Gentlemen : I have read the different charges against 
me, which have been laid before you, and am extremely 
sorry for any unguarded expression therein contained that 
may have dropped from me ; for believe me, I have no 
interest but what is in America. T wish well to every 
individual in it, and pray that its liberties may be preserved 
to the latest timeST I also further declare that I have pf 
late encouraged, and will continue to encourage, learning 
the military art, apprehending the time Is not Tar distant 
when there may be occasion for it, 

I hope, gentlemen, this will be satisfactory to you. I 
am now an old man, and cannot possibly entertain a thought 
but what is friendly to America, in which I am to leave 
my family and all that. is dear tojne; and. the short time I 
have to live, I wish to /seek peace with all men. 

Witness my hand this 6th" of June, 1775. 

- : — - Wm. Moore. ... 

To Anthony Wayne, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of 
Chester County. ' 

On motion, Jtesolved, nem. con., That William Moore, 
Esquire, has made a proper acknowledgment, and given a 
satisfactory answer to this Committee : Therefore, 

Ordered, That this proceeding be published, to the end 
that Mr... Moore's person and propeity may remain free 
from injury on; account of any thing that has heretofore 
been alleged against him respecting publick matters. 

By order of the Committee.: _ .'. .... . 71. _1. .'"_.!.".. 

Lewis Grqnow, Secretary pro tern. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO GOYERNOUR TRUMBULL. " 
In Provincial Congress, New- York, June 6, 1775. 

May it please your Honour : We take leave to en- 
close a Resolution of the Grand. Congress, of the 31st of 
May, and at the same time to present you our acknow- 
ledgments for the letter which we had the honour to re- 
ceive from you, dated the 29th. . . -._ .„..".. 

Be assured, Sir, that we are most graleluliy sensible of 
the. cheerfulness with which the Gover nmgn tj)f_Co?i»gch'cuf 
has exerted itself to support the important posts of Crown 
"Point land Ticonderoga, until onr abilities may enable, us 
to execute that trust whichjhe Continental Congressjias, 
on that subject, thought proper in thlHirst "instance to re- 
pose in us. ; ; 7";"" 

Incompliance with the requisitions made, upon us, we 
have expedited ourorders for the several things contained 
in the. enclosed lists, at the bottom whereof are accounts of 
the several articles already sent for .that service, and the 
persons employed in it. 711 ~T ""_ "i. '.', .1. . '— -". ■■: 

We are sorry to present you with th.e. very disagreeable 
intelligence", that we have not a sufficient : quantity of powder 
in this Colony to enable uslit presenT to" contribute in the 
least towards supplying those jorts with tFat article ; alcir- 
cumstance which, is the jnofe distressing, as we have great 
reason to. believe .that . a considerable quantity will be re- 
quired for the defence of the northern frontier. 

We pray your Honour to believe that we. feel the 
utmost desire of co-operating with our sister Colonies in 
executing the Resolves of the Congress, ana 1 that we are, 
with grea't respect, your Honour's most obedient humble 
servants. 

Per order, and in behalf of the Provincial Congress : 

P. V. B. Livingston, President. 

To the Hon. Jonathan Tiumbull, Governour of the Colony 
of Connecticut. 
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FREDERICK WEISSENFELS AND OTHERS TO NEW-YORK 
,.• , , CONGRESS. 

■ ;-■- "-:.: ~— -. New- York, June 6, 1775. - 

Gentlemen: As we have ever been heartily attached 
to the cause of our Country, so we are now ready to en- 
gage in the defence of its rights; and as we understand 
Troops are soon to be raised in this Province, we think it 
a duty incumbent on us to offer our service. 

Should you think proper to confide in us, and appoint 
us, respectively, to the command of a company, we shall 
study to conduct ourselves in such a manner as to merit 
your approbation. 

We are, with the greatest respect, gentlemen, your most 
humble servants, 

Fredk, Weissenfels, 
Marinus Willett, 
Gershom Mott, 
John Johnson, 



Garret Roorback, 
Jacobus Wynkoop, 
James Alner, 
John Quackenbos. 



To the Honourable Provincial Congress of the Province of 
New- York. 



PIERPONT EDWARDS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

■ • New- York, June 6, 1775. 

Sir: I am now on my way to Connecticut; shall there- 
fore be much obliged to the Congress of this Province for 
giving hie the fullest information of the measures they have 
adopted, that I may communicate them to the House of 
Representatives of the Colony of Connecticut. 

As jLwill be impossible for me to give them an accurate 
account, relying merely on memory, I shall esteem it a fa- 
vour to be furnished with attested copies of those parts of 
the 7 Minutes of the Congress which contain the most im- 
portant Resolutions and. Orders. 

I intend to set out to-morrow morning, and shall esteem 
myself happy in having an opportunity to execute any 
commands that the Congress may have to theJEastward. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

- -. .-' Pierpont Edward?. 

Peter T 7 ^ 27. Livingston, Esquire. 



KINGSTON, 

r, 



<t, (ULSTER COUNTY, NEW-YORK,) COMMITTEE. 
Kingston, June 6, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Whereas, there is a dispute now subsist- 
ing between me and you, gentlemen of the Committee of 
thisTown ; and considering that unanimity is necessary for 
the. preservation of our rights and liberties at this critical 
juncture, the welfare of individuals, and for my own jn- 
teresrtn particular, I do most earnestly request, if it be 
possible, that we may come to an amicable reconciliation, 
by thg following concessions : 

First ,That I am very sorry so great a misunderstand- 
ing has .so l long subsisted between us, respecting the dif- 
fereppeirj cspimon" of the Besolves of the ContinentalCon- 
gress. '^ ^^ : ~ ~ -■■■-.-■.- ' ."" 

Secondly. I earnestly entreat that the gentlemen of the 
Committee i will forgive me all the offences and transgres- 
sions, wherein I have offended and injured them in their 
respective reputations or characters, either in their publick 
or private capacities. Jacobus Low. 

At a Meeting of the Committee of the Town of 
Kingston, in Ulster County, on the sixth day of June, 

It is hereby certified to all whom it may concern, that 
Mr. Jacobus Lovj, of said Town, of Kingston, personally 
appeared before us, and did make all such reasonable satis- 
faction; (by publick concession) as was required relative to 
his forroer , conduct. And we recommend to the publick, 
that from henceforth he may again be received as a friend 
to the liberties and privileges of British-America. 

By order of the Committee :. 

• Johannes Sleght, Chairman, 

I am both disposed and willing to forgive all injuries 
and damages which I have sustained in consequence of 
divers advertisements. . Jacobus Low. 



CAPT. HENRY B. LIVINGSTON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Claremont, June 6, 1775. 

Sir : Yesterday I received my warrant (which permits 
me the liberty I now take) from Captain Shelden, a mem- 
ber of the Committee appointed for Dutchess County. It 
was not without surprise I received a commission inferiour 
to that I have been honoured with. But the" reflection, 
that the Congress will undoubtedly supply places of higher 
rank with more experienced officers, soon rid me of the 
disagreeable sensations my degradation had excited, and 
determined me to accept of the commission offered i with a 
fixed resolution to be as useful to my Country as the sta- 
tion I am placed in will allow me. _ I have this day en- 
listed ten men, and have provided quarters and provisions 
for my whole complement, at the rate of eight shillings 
per week for each man. The men I h ave enlisted bear 
good characters, and to appearance are healthy, lively, and 
of robust constitutions ; proper persons will be appointed 
to inspect them by Saturday next. Few of them will 
be able to furnish shoes, stockings, arms, &ic. You 
will infinitely oblige me if you would lay this matter be- 
fore the Congress, and use your endeavours to get arms 
sent to us as expeditiously as possible, as the disciplining 
them will be much retarded for want of them. lean en- 
list many who have those necessaries, but this will take up 
more time, and perhaps hinder me from getting men so fit 
for action as those I now have A fifer, I believe, cannot 
be found in this part of the Country; a drummer I have 
engaged. The rest of my task shall, with all diligence, 
be performed. Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Henry B. Livingston. 
To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esquire," President of the 

Provincial Congress of New- York. 



. : CUMBERLAND COUNTY (NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE. 

At a full meeting of the Delegates from the several 
Towns in the County of Cumberland, Colony of jVeu?- 
York, convened at Westminster, June 6, 1775 : 
• The County of Cumberland having received certain in- 
telligence from Mr. Isaac Low, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Correspondence at New- York, that it is the desire 
of the said respectable Committee_gf Correspondence at 
New- York, that the sense of the pe"opleln said County of 
Cumberland should be. fully known with regard ^the hos- 
tile measures that are using by the British parliament to 
enforcejhe late cruel, unjust, and oppressive Acts of the 
said British Parliament, through the British Colonies in 
America: We, the Delegates from the sj|yeral Tovvns and 
Districts in said County of Cumberland, being chosen by 
the freeholders and inhabitants of tfi§ jajne", to exhibit to 
the Provincial Congress the sense and voice of_the people 
with regard to the unjust proceedings oTlEe British Par- 
liament, &c, do pass the following TlesolvesY 7'" V 
_ 1. Resolved, nem. con,, That, the "Jate AcLsjOhe JBn- ; 
tish Parliament, passed in order to raise a revenue m 
America, are unjust, illegal, and diametrically opposite to 
the Bill of Rights, and a fundarrTenTal principle of the Bri- 
tish Constitution, which is, " that nrj-person shalT have his 
property taken from him without his consent."-; _— 7.. 

2. Resolved, nem. con., That we ; wil[ resist jind oppose 
the said Acts_ of Parliament, in conjunction with our breth- 
ren in America, at the expense of our liveVand fortunes, 
to the last extremity,*if our duty to" God and "our Country 
require the" same. "' 

3. Resolved, nem. con., That we think it needless to 
pass" many resolves exhibiting onr sentiments with legard 
to the unhappy controversy subsisting bctueen Great Bri- 
tain and' America. Let it suffice, therefore, tlm we fully 
acquiesce with what our brethren hayi lately done at New- 
York, in their late Association ; and" It is" hereby resolved 
that the late Association entered Into at New z Yorkjs per- 
fectly agreeable to the sentiments 'orth"e"''freeKo'iideis : "and 
inhabitants of this County, and thatllfey fully 7 acquiesce in 
the same. - r———;: ~~~T~": ." . 

- 4. Resolved, nem. con., That this_County is at present 
in a very broken situation with regard! to the civil authority. "" 
We therefore sincerely desire that the advice^of the hon- 
ourable Congress may be by our Delegates" transmitted to 
us, whefeby some order arid regularity may be established 
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amoingiiS : We therefore sh'ould take it as a favour If the 
honourable. Congress would particularly recommend to us 
in tn'isTou'ntylbme "measures "to be pursued by us the in- 
habitaru£bT tlie same j "for we are persuaded their advice 
berernwput3]Tave"great weight to influence our people uni- 

; rersauy to pursue'such measures as would tend to the peace, 
safety, and good order of this County for the future. ' 
. 5. Resolved, nem. con., That we, the inhabitants of this 
County, are at present in an extremely defenceless state 

' with regard to arms and ammunition. We sincerely desire 
the lionoui able Provincial Congress would consider us in 
this respect, and from their generosity and goodness would 
do w hat in themjies for our relief in the premises. We 
have many brave soldiers, but, unhappily for us, we have 
nothing to fight with. 

6. Ri wived, nem . con., That in pursuance of the Hon- 
ourablcTTirtrtC J^^T (Ubairman of the Committee of Cor- 
respondence) request for this County to send Delegates to 
the Cjty of New-York, in order to ascertain the sentiments 
of the people in the County concerning the unconstitu- 
tional measures lately adopted _by the British Parliament 
against the Americans in general, and some other matters, 
and so forth, we do hereby vote and resolve, that Colonel 
JohnHazeltine, Doctor Paul Spooner, and William Wil- 
liams, Esquire, be our Delegates to meet and join the other 
respectable Delegates convened at New-York, to represent 
the affairs of this County in said Congress, at the City of 
New-York. John Hazeltine, 

Chairman of the County of Cumberland Congress 
. ■ ... ;:^ - : --yji-r and Committee of Correspondence. 



~ " Stamford (Connecticut) committee. 

Stamford, June G, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation for the 
Town of Stamford, held in said Stamford on Tuesday, the 
6th day of June, 1775, personally appeared Silvanus 
Whitney, of said Stamford, before said Committee, and 
made the following confession : Whereupon, the Commit- 
tee passed sentence against him, agreeable to the direction 
of the Continental Congress. His punishment being greater 
than he was able to bear, he requested the liberty to ad- 
vertise himself, and offering to deliver up the unfortunate 
Tea to be burnt, the Committee were of opinion that it 
would satisfy the publick, who are requested to accept of 
the following concession as a satisfaction for his crime. 

By order of the Committee : _ .__ 

John Hait, Jun., Clerk: ~ 

TO THE PUBLICK. 

Whereas T, the subscriber, have been guilty of buying 
and selling Bohea Tea, since the first of March last past, 
whereby I have been guilty of a breach of the Association 
entered into by the Continental Congress ; and sensible of 
my misconduct, do, in this publick manner, confess my 
crime, and humbly, request the favour of the publick to 
overlook this my transgression, promising for the future to 
conduct myself as a true friend to my Country. And in 
testimony of my sincerity, I do now deliver up the whole 
of the Tea I have on hand unto jhe said Committee ofln- 
spection, to be by them committedjtojhe^mes. 

- ■--.-.- Silvanus Whitney. 



JAMES EASTON TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 
! T '. - . ,. . Crown Point, June 6, 1775. 

Respectable "Gentlemen: It is of the utmost impor- 
tance to the United Colonies to cultivate harmony and 
friendship with the Canadians and their Indians. .1 have 
painfully exerted myself to procure and secure, it. Have 
sent you a copy of a letter Colonel Allen and. myself 
wrote to the Canadians.^ It appears to me of importance 
that your Honours should be acquainted with the state of 
policy and of facts. You will discern by perusing the en- 
closed, that a party of Canadians made an attack upon our 
reconnoitring party. Since that, Mr." Ferris, an inhabitant 
of the New-Hampshire Grants, has been at Montreal, and 
returned to this place. He is a man I can confide in, and 
informs tfiaVSa?^ Luke La Come, who acted many barbari- 
ties towards our people last war, (for which he was saint- 
ed,) has been using his utmost influence to excite the Cma- 
dians'md Indians to take part in the war against the United 
Colonies, and that he and Captain McCoy, who command- 
ed the Canadians'^ attack, have made but little proficiency. 
Most of the said party of Canadians-were appointed offi- 
cers, but could' procure but very few soldiers, and not one 
Indian. Saint Luke advises that some in every Parish be 
'immediately "executed, except they will join the King's 
Troops. There are lately come to >Sif- John's near. two. 
hundred Regulars, and joined Captain Mc Coy's party of 
abouj fifty Canadians, who. have been mentioned as assail- 
ants:dn jh.e reconnoitring party ; they are there fortifying. 

I 'still retain my sentiments, that policy demands that 
the Co lonies advance an Army of two of three thousand 
me'nin^to. Cgno^a.and environ Montreal, This will inevi- 
tably ffxT and confirm the Canadians and Indians in our 
interest. Nothing gives me so much concern, as the mis- 
taken policy in our worthy Congresses and Assemblies, 
who, for want of the real knowledge of certain facts ima- 
ginethat to push an Army thither would offend the Cana- 
diansr&ttd incense them against the Colonies. The armcd_ 
vessels are advanced to the north part of the lake to" com-_ 
man3lC"anTconiequently '.to guard the frontier settlements 

jherson,. _ 1 31^ ,7 

We Heajr that Colonel Hinman is appointed Commander- 
in-C hlef oQEIs~ department, and is marching hither with a 
thousandjnen^ This is joyful tidings to us; wo hope it 
wiUprovelrueyfor we cannot long conduct our Army, 
witrjfiuilt. hejegularly organized with officers, and under 
payv 7 T am7 gentlemen, your most obedient humble' ser- 
vant "■' ' --.-■■■■■ *• James Eastc-n. 

To the _Hon, Provincial Congress, Committee of Safety, 
or theCouneil of War, at Jlatcrtown and Cambridge. 



A short Narrative of the execution of tlie unfortunate. 
. -. ". Tea above-mentioned. 

About eight o'clock in the evening, a gallows was erect- 
ed in the middle of the^street opposite Mr, Weed's tavern; 
a large concourse of people soon collected, and were joined 
by a number of the soldiery quartered, in the Town. A 
grand procession soon began to Tnove, In the, first place, 
a large guard under arms, headed by two Captains, who 
lead the van, with the. unfortunate; Tea "hung across a pole, 
sustained by two unarmed spldjf^ _Se_condJy, followed 
the Committee. of Observation.., Thirdly, the spectators 
who came to see the great sight. And after parading; 
through part of the principal streets, with drums beating 
and fifes playing a most dplefu] , sound, they came to the 
gallows, where the common hangman soon performed his 
office, to the general satisfaction of the^spectalors. As it 
was thought dangerousto let the sjtid^TjaJmng all night, 
for fear; of an invasion from our Te a-lovers; a large bonfire . 
was made under it, which soon reduced jt to ashes ; and; 
after giving three loud hazzfaf, the people soon dispersed 
to their respective homes, without anybad consequences 
attending. ~ " "°T~ -■ 

The owner of the, aforesaid Tea att ended d uring the ex- 
ecution, and behaved himself as "well as could be^exf 
on the occasion.. .....'. , -,';1'.„.,1.1^UL" 



EXCHA'NGE OF, PTlj.SONERS. _ __ 

Cambridge, Sow- England, June 6, 1175. 

This being the. day agreed on for the exchange of Prk . 
soners, between twelve/and one o'clock Doctor Warren 
and Brigadier General Putnam, in a phaeton, together with 
Major Dunbar, and Lieutenant Hamilton, of the Sixty- 
Fourth, on horseback, Lieutenant Potter, of the Marines, 
in a chaise, John Hilton, of the Forty-Seventh, Alex- 
ander' Campbell, of the Fourth, John Tyne, Samuel 
Marcy, Thomas Parry, and Thomas Sharp, of the Ma- 
rines, wounded men, in two carts, the whole escorted 
by the Weathersfield Company, 7 under the command, of 
Captain Chester, entered .the Town of Charlestown, and 
matching slowly through it, halted af the ferry, where, 
upon a signal being given, Major Moncrlef landed from 
the Lively, in order to receive' ~the prisoners, and see. his 
old friend, General Putnam. ; ■ThjMF'meeting was truly 
cordial and affectionate.. The wounded privates were soon 
sent on board the Lively ; but Major Moncrief and the 
other officers returned with General ^Putnam _ and Doctor 
Warren, to the house of Doctor Foster, wTielc an enter- 
tainment was provided for them. ... 
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About three o'clock a signal was made by the Lively, 
that they were ready to deliver up our prisoners ; upon 
which, General Putnam and Major Moncrief went to the 
ferry, where they received Messrs. John Peck:, James 
Hewes, James Breiver, and Daniel Preston, of Boston, 
Messrs. Samuel Frost and Seth Russell, of Cambridge, Mr. 
Joseph Bell, of Danvers, Mr. Elijah Seavcr, of Roxbury, 
and Casar Augustus, a negro servant to Mr. Tileston, of 
Dorchester, who were conducted to the house of Captain 
Foster, and there refreshed; after which the General and 
Major returned to their company, and spent an hour or two 
fn a very agreeable manner. Between five and six o'clock, 
Major Moncrief, with the officers that had been delivered 
to him, were conducted to the ferry, where the Lively's_ 
barge received them. After which, General Putnam, with 
the prisoners that had been delivered to him, &c, returned 
to Cambridge, escorted in the same manner as before. The 
w : hole was conducted with the utmost decency and good 
humour, and the Weathersfield Company did honour to 
themselves, their officers, and their Country. The regu- 
lar officers expressed themselves as highly pleased. Those 
who had been prisoners acknowledged the genteel, kind 
treatment they had received from their captors. The . 
privates, who were all wounded, men, expressed, in the 
strongest terms, their grateful sense of the tenderness which 
had been shewn them in their miserable situation ; some of 
them, could do it only by their tears. It would have been 
fo.the honourof the British arms, if the prisoners taken 
from us; could, with justice, have made the same acknow- 
ledgment. It cannot be supposed that any officers of rank, 
or common humanity, were knowing to the. repeated cruel 
insults that were offered to them ; but it may not be amiss 
to hint. to the upstarts concerned, two truths, of which they 
seem_tb_.be totally ignorant, viz : that compassion is as essen- 
tial a part of the character of a truly brave man as daring; 
andjiiat insult offered to a person entirely in the power of 
the insufter, smells as strongly of cowardice as it does of 
cruelty. 



...-. .-._>_.,, DECLARATION OF JOHN PRENTICE. 

Londonderry, N. H„ Juno 6, 1775. 
.'Whereas I, the subscriber, was so unfortunate some time 
sinceas to sign an address to the late Goverrjour Hutchin- 
son, so universally and so justly deemed an enemy to Ame- 
rican liberty and freedom, I hereby, in this publick manner 
declare, that 'at the "time I signed the said address, I intended 
the goocfof my Country and that only; but finding, to my 
sorrow; it had not that but quite a contrary effect, I hereby 
renounce. the same address in every part, and hope my in- 
jured and affronted, .fellow-countrymen will overlook my 
past. misconduct, as I am ready to assist them in their strug- 
gles for liberty and freedom, in whatever. way I shall be 
called" upon by them. John Prentice. 



from the following Provinces, from the" first of January, 
1775, to the twenty-seventh of April last. 



King's Arms Tavern, Cornhill, London, June 7, 1775. 
At a special meeting this day of several members of the 
Constitutional Society, during an adjournment, a gentleman 
proposed that a subscription should be immediately entered 
into by such of the members present, who might approve 
the purpose, "for raising the sufn of one hundred Pounds, 
to Be applied to the relief of the widows, orphans, and 
aged parents of our beloved American fellow-subjects, who, 
faithful to the character of Englishmen, preferring-death to 
slavery, were, for that reason only, inhumanly murdered by 
the King's Troops at. or near Lexington and Concord, in 
the Province .of Massachusetts-Bay, on the nineteenth, of 
last April. 

Which sum being immediately collected, it was there- 
upon 

Resolved, That Mr. Home do pay to-morrow, into the 
hands_of3'lessrs. Brownes and Collison, on the account of 
Doctor Franklin, the said sum of. one hundred Pounds, 
and that f)octqr Franklin be requested to apply the same 
To the above mentioned purpose. 

. .;-.--: .-_-.- ' .._ -. :-. - London, June. 7, 1775. 

A commercial correspondent has obliged us with the 
several quantities of wheat and flour imported at Bristol 



Barrels of Flour. 

From New- York, - 5,523 

" Maryland, - 7,594 

" Philadelphia, - 8,045 

" Virginia, - - 1 ,252 



Bushels of Wheat. 
71,122 
91,888 
35,967 
42,155 



22,414 



'241,812 



Suppose five bushels of wheat goes to a barrel of flour, 
which, being added to the sum total of. the wheat, makes 
353,882 bushels, which is the produce of 17,694 acres," at 
twenty bushels per acre ; and the value of the same, at 
five shillings per bushel, amounts to £88,470 10*. The 
bread., rye, rice, md Indian corn, are omitted, and likewise 
wheat, barley, and oats, imported from Holland, Germany, 
<md Ireland, at Bristol. _ „.. ..■_____...._._,. 

During the aboyesaid period, twenty ships were cleared 
out from Bristol for North America, with nothing tut bal- 
last, viz : 



For Neio- York, - - 7 
" Maryland, - - 3 
" Philadelphia, - 3 



Virginia, - - 3 
South Carolina, 3 
North Carolina, 1 



N, B. The quantity of American provisions fm ported at 
Bristol, is scarce a fourth of what Tslmported at London, 
Liverpool, Lancaster, and throughout - the other parts pf 
England; and therefore when the Non-Exportation Agree- 
ment from America Jakes place, with the present scarcity 
and almost dearth of our own corn this year, aTamine may 
be dreaded before next' spring, if tfie present American 
disputes are not previously settled. _ . _ 



CharlestQwn, South.Carolina, June 8, 1775. 

The Association signed by the Provincial Congress, and 
recommended by them as a proper instrument to be subscri- 
bed to at this juncture by persons of all persuasions, was, in 
a few days, with the greatest avidity and cheerfulness, sign- 
ed also by almost every man in. tlijs. Town ; in short, such 
is here the spirit for liberty and freedom, that of the very 
few who objected, there were only two who were liardy 
enough to ridicule, or treat it with contempt, viz : Laughlin 
Martin and John Dealey, on which" account they drew on 
themselves the resentment of the populace. Yesterday they 
were carted through the principal streetsTof this Town, in 
complete suits of tar and feati3ers.,__Th.e very indecent and 
daring behaviour of the two culprits In several instances, oc- 
casioned their being made publick spectacles of._ After hav- 
ing been exhibited for about half an hour, and having made 
many acknowledgments of their crime, they were conducted 
home, cleaned, and quietly put on board of Captain Las- 
ley's ship, lying wind-bound for Bristol. We h ear..that, 
upon the intercession of Martin's frie nds, and his repeated 
promises "<j'f future good behaviour,Tie7s aTTowecTto come 
on shore and follow his business as usualT _ 

To the Honourable Members of the Committee of Corres- 
pondence at Charjjestown, the humble Petition of ^Mi- 
chael Hub art showeth: ,.,-_..„..'„.., ,„»^.-^.._ 
That upon the second day of June, your pet.itioner.be- 
ing in the house of Thomas NicoU, in Kirig-streei, a certain 
James Dealey came in, and said there .was good news come 
to Town, Being asked what It was, lie answered that a 
number of arms was sent over to be distributed jmion^st. the 
Negroes, Roman Catholicks, and Indians. Upon ;which 
your petitioner, replied, he" thought It was very bad news 
that Roman CathoUcks and savages sTiouTdTSe permitted to 
join and niassacre christians. Upon which Dealey struck 
his breast, and swore " he was a Roman Catholiqk, and that 
he had arms, and would get arms, and use them as ho 
pleased." Your petitioner went home to his house, and 
shortly after came in said Dfialey and a certain Laughlin 

Martin, and A. Reed. . .... * 

After sitting down a little, Laughlin Martin arose jnd 
said, " So, Mr. Hubart, you'll noFallow i?gman Catholickt 
to carry guns." Your petitioner answevedJtTiat his circum- 
stances were too small to forbid any party or sect to carry 
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irmSi Martin then damned your petitioner for a false-faced 
vijlajn, and declared he would believe Dealey sooner than 
rrie ; at the same time ordered said Dealey to drag your 
petitioner out of the house and pull him to pieces, at the 
same time standing with a drawn cutteau in his hand, swear- 
ing if he did not, that he {Martin) would have blood him- 
self, Dealey then dragged your petitioner into a shop in 
front of the house, holding him by the throat, until released 
by the aforesaid Reed. But, upon being released, said 
Martin came up with his cutteau drawn, threatening to put 

- your petiTioneT to immediate death, when your petitioner, 
falling upon his knees, begged his life ; your petitioners' 
wife and children begging at the same time to spare the life 
of their father and husband. Your petitioner then arose 
and went into thejiext room, but was still followed by Mar- 
tin, who vowed to God if your petitioner did not beg pardon 
of Dealey, he would that instant cut off his head. Upon 
which your petitioner, to save his life, did ask his (Dealey's) 
pardon. 

..JV^arli'Lthen declared he vyas a Roman Catholiclc, and 
vowed Jo Gjdjgsiiit off the head of any person who said 

.- he should.not carry arms. After wbich.said Martin called 
for some drink, and drank of it with Dealey and Reed ; and 
one of his toasts was, " Damnation to the Committee and 
their proceedings." 

Your petitioner Jias prosecuted them as the law directs *; 
but .as the jimes appear to be very troublesome, and num- 
bers i of enem.ies both to the Protestant interestand the ^pre- 
sent cause jrejurking amongst us, your petitioner hopes 
that you will inquire into such parts of the transaction as 
concerns the publick; and your petitioner, as in duty bound, 
shall ever pray. Michael Hubart. 

Secret— tarand I feather him. 

Passed the Secret Committee and ordered to be put in 
execution,... _'_,_ 

On thejback of the petition is written, in the real hand- 
■" writing of WiUiam Henry Drayton, the Chairman of the 
Secret Committee, the following, viz : Locltfin Martin* 
James Dealey. f§ 

* To land and be discharged, upon his expressing his" contrition in the 

most publick manner, 

t Send away. 

' .. § D .'™g tl ic eveiitsjwhich took place about this time, and of which 

mention. has.been mads, it is of. some consequence to observe, that in 

the course of June of this year, Ijttughlin Martin and James Dealey, 

having behaved in a very improper mariner respecting the General Com. 

mittee and. their proceedings, as well' as respecting the Association ; 

and having threatened Michael Hubart with death, unless he begged 

their pardon for having justified the conduct of the Committee, he-sent 

a petition, respecting the affair, to the Committee of Correspondence 

of Charhsiawn. JThjs .Committee immediately transferredit fo'fhe Se- 

"^'L^MmitteLpf^five, who having considered the same, ordered both 

. Martin and Dealey to be tarred and feathered. |] The order was promptly 

puf m Bxocution by suitable agents, arid they were both stripped of their 

ctohes, tarred, .feathered, and cartedthrpugh thestreejs of Chartestown, 

- ^ affording the first instance of such, a" spectacle in" this Colony!' This 

being done, the_Secret Committee sent them oh board a ship ready to 

v ? a ,ri % England; Laughlin Martin .'was, however, permitted to land 

-'agShr,' arm was ; discharged, on expressing his contrition in a puhlick 

. rnan'tttr, but^James Dealzy, for an example; was" seM away. These 

summrtTy 'rneasures miveT>ee.n supposed by wpter.'s to have proceeded 

^f'^JflS^JS^raperato raal of the populace, and there can be no! doubt 

but-many- of them took their rise from thaf source ; but there " can be. 

asjittja doubt thjs. first, commencement. of so. ludicrous and disgraceful 

a punishment owed jls origin in South.Carolma. to this very case;. "And 

, t.teUt wa.s sanctionedand.,di,rectod by the Secret Committee is equally 

.clear, as ; the case is specially noted in the manuscript of JVilliam flenry 

.Drayton, who was Chairman of that Committee, as having been done 

_by the sanction of Jhe sajne, and the original pefitiorfpf Wuhart,wiih. 

-. thejrfemj f the Secret Committee .thoTaon^ono of them jii'the fcnp.w£ 

hand-writing of the Chairman, M.r." Dray ton, is now 111 the' possession 

of the. writer of thcseJMsmoirs.: " Werneed go no farther .for. authority 

' t0 show, what vast power and.-cjDijndence'wero lodged in this "Secret 

CpmrnUtoejjf five,, and particularly in. the abilities, prudence, "and enter! 

- prise 7S?~}tg %ding members, WiUiam Henry firayton, Arthur tifiddle- 

tnn, and Charles Coteswo'rlh PincJcney. And had the revolution not 

taken place, t>ut colonial affairs had. settled down in: a rebellion, there; 

. can be no ^doubtbut these distinguisijed patriots vvould have beennjarked 

• ol tf . js^jjtly victims to private persecution and British vengeance. For 

' thexqurafils qf thjs Committee were .li'o.t paralyzed by timid opposition, 

-^LPften happened in. the Provincial Congress, Council of Safety,' and 

G ?BRal,Qommittp,c._ It was only necessary that the emorg.mcy should 

arise! Calling on the Committee to "act; for theni to direct the blo'wr aid 

jt often .fgj^bg.feic Jthe cause of.it could have been surmised. "" tiene'e 

^hai^^tone which this Secret Committee "gave {'opuTjTick opinion 

a "Hj? P.nbHck operations, was great and decisive^ and tjioy rmifli fended 

to concentraCe the puWck energies into a firm" and" manly opposition.^ 

Drayton. _. ." . ... ;. 

' „»7!" e -- Br '£"4'SS!tJ -Seventh rtopnjer.t, uni]er the cnnifiiaivd of Lk'utenant-Ci.lonel 
JfW.'ii^n^^MeAlffi singular punishment oil olie of ilwiiihabitimu of the foivn (if 
"•?'»'«''??'. in .the State of Mnuadmsetti, on the eighth of March, \fl5. See the London 
Ren\cmbrancer for 1775, pare 62. ? 4 .'..:.. ; >»*i^ 

\: ' i./'"" IT* 1 ! 1 *^- S*t?fe, ■• „" - .■■"'"■ '-, \"" ." '"??' ' TiC-'. ■■-■ 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN NKW-YtfRK, 
DATED "NORTH-"CARbLIN"A, JUNE 7, 1775. 

We are much alarmed here with the intentions of Ad- 
ministration ; and unless affairs take a turn in our favour 
very shortly, we shall expect the worst effort of its villany, 
that of spiriting up an enemy among ourselves, from whose 
barbarity, if roused, the most dreadful consequences will 
follow,. Our Governour has sent his family to New-York, 
and being- greatly disgusted with the people of Newbern, 
has. taken up his residence in Fort Johnston, at the mouth 
of Cape Fear River, which he has chosen as a place 
of retreat from popular complaints. Our brethren injtlre*' 
Colonies may be assured that we never shall be bribed, by 
the henefit of an exclusive trade, to desert the common 
cause. 



WORCESTER COUNTY ( MARYLAND) COMMITTEE. 

, At a meeting of a great majority of the Committee of 
Worcester County, at the Court-House, at Snoic Hill 
Town, on Wednesday, the 7th June,' 1775: 

Benton Harris", Esquire, in the Chair. 

1st. Resolved mianhnmisly , That we owe and acknovv- 
ledge most faithful and perfect duty and allegiance to His 
Majesty King George the Third, rightful King of Great 
Britain, Stc.; that we "are actuated by the most loyal arid 
sincere attachment to his person, the most fervent zeal 
for the support of his Crown and dignity ;~~and that, wfen 
constiCutibnally required, we are ready to expend our lives 
and fortunes in his service,. ^ .1^ „:_._„.:.. _!.,:.. ' 

2d. Resolved unanimously, TbaLwe feel ourselves bourrd 
by the strongest ties of love and affection to ourjellow- 
subjects In the Mother Country, 'and that we mosj"ardently 
wish for n speedy, cordial, and permanent reconciliation 
and union with them ; but we :do : further resolve, thatrwe 
will, to the utmost of our power, oppose the detested min- 
isterial plan for enslaving us— apian calculat ed to divest us 
of every privilege which can re ncfer lilie val uaTale oF dig] r- 
able ; that we areihcontestably entitTeuto alTt he rights qnd 
liberties of Englishmen; that, as we received them from 
our glorious ancestors without spot or blemish, we are de- 
termined to transmit tbeny pure and ^unsullied to our pos- 
terity. '''.... ; :.. .';..... :'. V ' : " 

3d. Resolved unanimously, That we will, f[-om time to 
time, as often as shall be fqun.d necessjiry, contribute cbeisrr 
fully for the support and relief 'jjf our al^tressedbrethTen: 
in the Province qi.Masmchvsetts-Bay, now actually expe- 
riencing the fullest extent of ministe rial vengeance and 
tyranny, and groaning underThe borrours of war, in defence 
of their and our common rights_ and liberties. ~~ . 

Tbe. following Letter from Mi.JDL&n Quinion, an inha-- - 
bitant of this . County, relative Fo a quantity of Salt im- 
ported contrary to the Resolves of the Continental Con- 
gress> was produced and .read, to wit: 

... \ - :: , . - ,-.~Z~. i ,:. ii ^^^..iiiJgAeJst, 1775. 

."Sir: I have bought forty bushels of Liverpool Salt, at 
t\vo : shillings per bushel ; and if you have occasion for any, 
you may have it as I bought. Please to write me a line 
whethe,r you will .take anyjpr no, tb at T may dispose of it 
to other people. From your humble servant, 

— n TTixoTTOTuinton.'' 
"To Mr. James Houston, this." __ ~_ 

Likewise Mr. Thomas Lamhdrn, an inhabitant of this 
County, and crier of said County' Court, ¥eing 'called 
before the Committee, and full proof being made that he 
had .declared '.'alL ibpse vvl19jtQO.k__.up arms, or exercised 
agreeable to the Resolves of the Pro .yjncial Convention at 
Annapolis, to bejebels," and that, in conversation rejativo 
to a quantity of Salt being thrown* Into the water by the" 
Baltimore Committee, the isajd /Thomas Lam-Men ^ had de- 
clared, " that the. Committee were a purceroi darnn'S ras- . 
cals," r 3hd..wpu]d"_not bs^iasy until some of them" Were ■" 
hanged up ;" and further,. that in conversation "relative td a 
report that the Ships Und. Troops were about to'be recalled 
froin, . Bfi$ton, the said Thomas_ Lambden had declared, 
"tha.t he; jhoujd b,e :yery "sorry they should be withdrawn, 
until the Bostonians' were fully HumblecT:" ~"~ 

■''- : '~-*i'A-'*~ : . ■':;-:' .' ! ~U''".' '■':*'*•>.'- .. .■■*■* *~^!- >■;- "< -. '*""»* 
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'£$ 'p.-} he - r ?tee., unanimously Resolved, That we hold the 
s%}d„Bixon Quintan and Thomas Lambden to be ene- 

jTS h l r £°T.l' y I tlmt WG are determined 'immediate- 
Jy to break off all dealings and intercourse with them, and 
with every person who shall have any connexion with them, 
or e,ther of them ; and do recommend to every attorney of 

n^ t - r0VinCe -° t 1 t ° b - rin S or Prosecute any action at law, 
,«p appear or plead for them, or either of them, on'any 
U al, until .they shall make such proper acknowledgments, 
and shovv snch genuine marks of repentance and reforma- 
Upnas shall be satisfactory to a majority of this Commit- 

ed^S ii Th z at frf 6 P roceedi "SS be immediately-print- 
ed jn the [Maryland Gazette. . 

A true copy from the Minutes : 
* .".. V'. Test i : Robert Dennis, Clerk. 



926 



""" ' " DELAWARE ASSEMBLY. 

-■ rp^: If •-:- -~~— -*-_ - -Monday, Jans 5, 1775. 

• ■ "^ Housemet, pursuant to their adjournment, and ad- 
journed till ten o'clock, on Wednesday, A. M. 

Wednesday, jf ane j^ 1775, A. M. 

. The .IW.raet pursuant to their adjournment/and the 
speaker assumed the Chair. 

^. WSpeaker informed the House that, during the rejeess 
of this House, he had.received a Letter from the Speaker 
of the r House of Assembly at New-York, enclosing List 
, 9l Grigvan£es, with the Resolutions of the House In con- 
seqtrejiM tJiereof; also, a Petition to the King, a Memorial 
tp the House of Lords, and a Representation and Remon- 
strajicrto^he Commons of Great Britain, which he now 
fed -before Jlie.House^ . : \ - 

OAJ™Uon, by order, ■■■-'-" 

fi T'aiaaejvem read, and ordered to be filed among the 
Records of this House. ..--,-.;..... Lr° 

;^^HQ U s^b|ng informed by the Delegates appointed 
to represent this Colony in the Grand Continental Con crress 
novv held at PhdadclpMa, in. the Province of PennsylZ 
ma that thesa.d Congress are unanimously ofopinidn, 
hat ,t ,« absolutely necessary, for the preservation of th e 
^J'^to.and properties of the good people of the 
twelve TTn.ted Colonies, and of the Parish of St. John's 
^^^tohave_an_arni e d force, at their general ex- 
pttflb, p%.en.Lfope P elling and defeating all hostile at- 
tempts by arms to deprive them of the same, took the same 

P^e^S S ™ ge0nSlderatidl] ' a " d Unanim0U ^ a l> 
.tefPkei, nemine contradicente, That the inhabitants of 
tins Covemrnen L lm chargeable and charged with their 
. fJQotd or share of .said expense, to be ascertained by the 
Congress, and that this. House will provide the same by all 
wavs arid means jn their power. 

Ktsohei, nemine contradicente, That the sum of Five 
Hundred Pounds be drawn for by ,he Speaker, upon the 
lrustep of the several Loan Offices of this Government 

Jhomas McKeaji, and George Read, Esquires towards 
the share d^pJony f thtexpenseVorLuT;' and tha 
the same baJiereiifter replaced hi the said Offices by the 
Assembly. J 

A^^™ adj ° Urned lil1 thc twenty-first day of 

GKNERVL LEE JO GENERAL Bt'RGOTNE m ROSTOV. 

■--. -"■■"". -.""-'"-. 7~ ■-: Philadelphia, Junp 7, 1775. 

■Mr dear Sir: We have had twenty different accounts 
ot youomvaLat^oitp^, which have been regularly con- 
tracted t^ne« jnonring; but as 1 now find it certain 
^U^S™^. I sh ^» not delay a single infant ad- 
.dresan-e myself to you ; it is a duty I owe to the friend- 
ship l have long and sincerely professed for you ; a fiiend- 
Sh, P i°JY h ' ch Y ou bave the strongest claims from the fust 
moments of oar. acquaintance. Tln're is no mail from 
*J? m VftWieceiyedjiomany testimonies of esteem imd 
artection| there ..ra no man whose esteem ahd affection could 
m myopwon, have done me -greater honour. 1 entieat and 
coiyuwyM^erefore, my dear Sir, to impute these lines not 
to a petulant, itch..oi.scribbJipg, but to the most unfeigned 



solicuude for the future, tranquillity of your mind, and for 
your reputation. I sincerely lament the Infatuation of the 
times .when men of such a stamp as Mr. Burgoyne and 
Mr. Howe can be seduced into so impious and nefarious a' 
service by the artifice of a wicked and insidious Court and 
Cabinet. _ You, Sir, must be sensible that these epithets 
are not unjustly severe. You have yourself experienced 
the wickedness and treachery of this Court and Cabinet. 
... Xou cannot but recollect their manoeuvres in your own 
Select Committee, and the treatment yourself, as Presi- 
dent, received fronr these abandoned men. You cann.pt 
but recollect the black business of 'St.' Vincent's, by "an 
opposition to which you acquired the highest and most 
deserved honour. I shall; not trouble you with my opin- 
ion oi the right of taxing Americarmthout her own con- 
sent, as lam afraid, from what I have seen of your speeches, 
that you have already formed your creed on thig articlef - 
but 1 will boldly affirm, had this right been established W 
a thousand statutes; had America, admitted Jt from time 
immemorial, ,t would be the duty of every "good Entfijh- 
man to exert his .utmost, to divest Parliament of this mht 
as it must ^inevitably work the subversion of the whole'' 
^mpire J. he malady under which the state laboursHs 
indisputably dewed from the inadequate representation of " 
the subject, and the vast pecuniary influence of the Crown. 
10 add to this pecuniary influence and incompetency of 
representation is to insure and precipitate our destruction. 
J. o wish any addition can scarcely .enter the heart oT a citi- 
zen who has the least spark of publick virtue, and whors 
at the^ same. time: capable of seeing consequences the Tiiost 
immediate. 1 appeal, Sir, to your own conscience, toTOur 
experience and knowledge of our Court and Parliament • ' 
mid I request you to lay your hand upon your heart, W 
then answer wuh your usuaPintegrity and frankness, whe- 
ther on the .supposition America: shouW be abject enroll 
to submit to the terms imposed, you think Tsingle guinea 
■raised upon her would. :be applied to the purpose (aVit is - 
ostentatiously held out to. deceive the people at home) of "' 
easing the Mother Country ; or wFether you are not con- '" 
viiiced that the whole, they could extract would be applied 
solely to heap up still further the epormous fund forW 1 '" 
ruption which the Crown aheady possesses, "and of which 
the most diabolical use is made? T On these principles 1 
say , Sir, every good Englishman, abstracted of all regard 
or America, must oppose her being taxed by the Ji'rfiuh 
l uiliament. tor 1117 own part, 1 ,,m convinced that no : 
argument . (not totally abhorrent from, the spirit of hberly 
and the BriHsh Constitution) can be produced in suppoit 
ol this right. Hut it would be impertinent to tioubje you 
upon a subject which has been so amply, and, in my opi- 
nion, so fully discussed. _ _ ; V 

T find, by a speech given as-yoWTin flio papeis'that 
1 was by the King's positive command jou emhaiked in 
tins service. 1 am somewhat pleased that it is not an 
office of your own seeking, though, at the same time, I 
must confess that ,t ,s very alarming to every Ylituous citi- ' 
zen, when he sees men of sense and integrity (because or 
a ccitain profession) "lay it down as a ,ule i.nphcitly to " 
obey the mandates of a Court, be they e^cr So flagitious. 
It lurmshes m my.opinton, the best arguments for the total "" 
reduction of the Army. But I am running into a tedious 
essay, whereas I ought to .confine mj.elf to the main '"- 
design and purpose of this letter, which is to guard you " 
and jour colleagues from those prejudices wh.eh the same 
miscreants who have infatuated General Gaze, and still 
surround urn, will ]aboui to instil Into you against a brave 
loyal and wt deserving people. The avenues of truth ' 
Hill be shurup tp >ou. .1 as_scrt, Sir, that even General - 
Oage will deceive you, as he has deceived himself. I do 
not say he will do it designedly ;" I do not think him capa- 
ble Hut his mind is so totally poisoned, and his under- " 
standing so totally blinded by the society of fools and 
knaves, that he no longer is capable of discerning facts 
as manifest as the noon-day Sl ,n: .1 assert, "Sir^ that 
his letters to the ll.mstry (at least such as the pubhek 
have seen) are one continued tissue of_mis.represei' tation 
injustice, and tortured inferences fiom misstated facts I 
affirm, Sir, that lie has taken no pains to inform himself of 
he truth ; that he. has never conversed with a man who 
has had the -courage or honesty tp tellTjim ihVmuh" 
1 am apprehensi vp that you ,and your colleagues may fall 
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Here,* should the machinations and fury of Tier enemies" 
prevail, that bright goddess must fly off from the face of 
the earth , and leave not a trace beblnd. These, Sir, are . 
my principles ; this is my persuasion ; and, consequently, I 
am determined to act. I have now, Sir, only to entreat, 
thaFvv hate ver measures you pursue/ whether those .which, 
youf^real friendsT (myself amongst, them) would wish, or 
unfortunately those whicl) our accursed_mlsrulers shalj die-,, 
tate, you will still believe me to be personally, with tli5, 
greatest sincerity and affection, 
;..._Ypurs, &cl ~~ C.Lee. 



toQ/ttli^mi^ajp • and it is the apprehension that you may 
; bg^l^^^^^^TyTiurried, lay the vigour and activity you 
'■_ : pfeeSS7~mTcT nlefstirlf r ?vhich may be fatal to many inno- 

fegfff 'ljdjjyldualsl; may Hereafter wound your own feelings; 

- aTkT whicn cannof possibly serve the cause of those who 
'sefrTf youTuiathas promoted me to address these lines to 

fm f? rmost_d r ev outIy r wish that your industry, valour, and 
ffliJ!itary~taTents7 may "be reserved for a more honourable, 
agd' yirtuousr^seriice^, against: the natural enemies, of our 
. Cmniry (to whom our Court are so basely complacent,) 

- gMqo nn m^ffj3c tujil atte.m pts to reduce to the wretchedest. 
si^£^ofgej3Uud e the most, merrtongus part of your fel- -- - _ _ u - - . 

' I»b]ecfs7T^pifntm;ar| ! Philadelphia committee. : : '"" : 

.this purpose must bs ineffectual. You cannot possibly "."."" 

s%c^eeo^^o_|nji[^bjttey^cquainte,d with the state of -. .::-^:u,,;,.::„".„-. 1 ~-~:'- , : '",:.,!.', ,:,"„- PKiladglphia, June 7, 1775. '. 

: t^is^ontj^n Tt^n ffiyseTf^ °I have ran through almost The Committee last evening having requested as many 

tlVe " whole C okm^s^, Horn the north to the southland from members as: conveniently could to meet .this, day at the 

"the Toujb to'then ortTi. "f Jiaye^conversedvvith, all orders Coffee-House, to inquire Concerning "air information given, 

■ o^me n7 fr om t he rTrst estated gentlemen to the lowest that Captain Robert Tqrrans had imported and sold Irish 

planters and iarmersT^nd can assure you that the sarge Linens some ^ time about the first of May last," in direct vio- 

'S^rlrimfrj^tsi '"flTewholel TVot less than one. hundred and ration of the Association pfjhe Congress : 

fift^thousrand gentlemen, yeomeji, and farmers, are nowjn Mr. Blair McCknaghan, in whose vessel Captain Tor~ 

affTfl f determi ned to preserve their Jiberties or perish. raws .sailed," gave the following affidavit, made by the Cap-" 

IPAs to the. idea thaT the Americans are deficient In cour- taiiii: .".. ..__. -■_.-'-: ; ; ... _:. -- --- :~.--~--= ~* --^.^-^. ■ 

agS^^it isToo Ridiculous and glaringly false to deserve: a ™ On the fifth day of June, 1775, betpre the subscribing 

; gg^^^Tefutatiop., m t I .never, could conceive upon what this. Justice, cometh Robert Tomms, TVlaster of the Ship Duke 

n^j^^^^unded^^^ served several campaigns in Ame- of York, lately arrived "at the City of Philadelphia, and 

jfepa st _wa r, and cannot recollect a single instance of ill- mafcetb. oath on the Holy Gospels, and saith, (hat Mr. 

- beJiavioinMnthj^^yincials, where the Regulars .acquitted Blair McQhnaghan, of said City, mercliant, was"~not ; privy 
Itiie'msel^vj^^ . to, .nor .inLerestedln atiy goods oFmercFandise lately im- ' 

j ^^ OE«'^y*?I i e ■^ particularly where the late .Colonel ported; in said vessel twin Ireland; andjbat Blair MpCJert-. 

. Ttj\i^qji tjja e who lately pledged himself for the general aghan aforesaid was not privy to, nor aiding or assisting, 

coWandK^_of America) ran away with a large bpdy of. bis nor consenting io the sale, landing, or putting on shore at . 

ovvrf " -Hegi me n t , and was saved_frOQL destruction by the FhjJjidelpKia, or else lw here m_America, said goodsTor mer- 

■i fTfig tyrjira. ...f ew Virginians. Such preposterous _.argu- chandise so. Imported. . Hobert T qbransv 

rmpjj^^iily^fo^eTTbTthe ffig-fysand Sandwiches, from ; ^ Taken and~sworn before! me: "^or gk" Bryan. " "--" 

- wnosemou.ths rieyef issued, ami to_wbose breasts truth and .: ..; . ^ .. ^ , . - '--\ .-^^^^^ssr^si^s^s^: :-f 
'- 4ixencflm*vM^%Tmwe'rs'. " ' * " : " "" 1* Besohed, That Mr. Mc.CJenaghan appears to this 
"C^uw^TidgTofflige rne' in comnranleitting this letter to Committee! to be liable to no censmtia^pTclo^ m ith re- 

Q ene^tm^ Lo whom"! coQiaTwish it should be consi- g a rd--tO the importation, landing, or sale of goods In said 

: dere 5Tr^m?lriiasul FaTcir-esserI as" well' as 16 "youVfeJlf. ^® eI = andjh.at he. has do.ne.bjS dutyjn 'discharging Cap- _ 

MTlJ'^erl a^naTroTw^Trfiiave'eyer had, tjje highest tain Terrans. from. his employ. -j^z^L^^lL- 1 ._ 

' f^^^^^erT'lia ve" honoured Thirh * for his own .^Jksohel, That Messrs. I larbijon-mLIteailMX at 

'8 on^^!CTffTS^ oTeSl ferliiVtdmlraDle tqienSan(f good Captain :2>rrans> lodgings, andinquire ifTae is in Town, 

■■.-qBaTities.""! haveTo^rteThW "acTpih^nclani'iHraBshlp, and :Fquespis : attendance immediately, 

rifflg nly as a pleasure , l>ut"Vs7Jir "ornamebt ; I flatjere^ B-:MessTS,JIarMon and,I)egre.report, that Captain To?- 

mfseirihat L had^btalned^Jn^jSiacIbus'GoJ/^ it "pos- r ^- ha|.no_t bgen aLbis lodgings smce'yesterday morning. 

sibte „thaf|!^5^e,"iEo uId be prevailed upon to'accepfof 4 -. Mf.soh.ed:, Tim as Captajn Torrans^ .cannot. jow^bg 

suth an- office I'^iatliie" brother of him, to whose mernoi fonnd, the;:ci?nsjderatipn of hjsj;ojyhjcJ, and fhrther pro- 

vf the; much" InJuVed' people of Boston. erecW a ^ mo'nu- ' ce #*lg s of the Qomjptef ; tlje^ mp)e Je^r^tQ_riest 

ment, should T)e enlployed as'oTie of the_iristfflmer!tsj)f m ee«ig tf J^Cjn^ 

thejr^sjj^cji^j^ujt^the J^tn^n7pr;tTie^rreg, It seemsj 'ij^ g^-Tne^mriilttee : r^^e ^ie^ ^a^^n of" 
is m\L31JsMmS Jy mpossibleje should avoid it, r The. Captain Ro%ri'Wram ^tate ot^M^ulce^cjfort} 
■:c^fn^£ ;i oEgur : most_ gracjoLisiSo^rereign are 10 cancel . % so h e d; nn/mmously , TliatTJaptaTn Tofrans has wil- 
^lUE£^*Syg! t,on !ii° sanctify everyaction, even those f u I]^ n d ^'Knwnrgly violated the Alib^tlbbjjf th e nQbi- 
'• thMjlieptrap of anTIasterir despot would start at. _ . greS s-, and'thirit Is the duty of this Com mittee to advertise 
■*'& slal^wTbeJTeave to gay a few words wth respect , his conduct, apeable' to tie" elevemF Rejqjution of the 
tp tfiys elf, and the part I a ct.- I was bred up from my in - Continental CongTesS." : ■ = -''^■^^=^~~-^^^^^:. 
fancy m the highest veneration for the liberties jo/ mankind . .::^: : : -" "'" :: : r:- r-5-:|v; M^ig:4j »Sym#i^^^fe^K'»fay 
in'geriefal. What I have seen" of CourJsafM Princes con.- :: ~~ ' -:.- ^, -;.;. . y:::;r, ; ^;.._p: : jggg?gg^^^^g^pg^i : v 
vujqI: m^aV thTp^wer canxpfbejojged in worse harids ^-T9^S<mj^^J^^3^lS E P^^ ^^ ^Z&r: 
than j.iinieTrsj and of all CouTts,:ram.peiiu'aded.tIiat ours '. f,:::^ :"-;:;, ".;■: /""'■ .-■ -. j Sffl3j ^ffimg!--'ga» i^g;wigMga?u ;* r - 
Is ihVn^sl^pjTOpt"alr (Thostile' to. the.' rights of humanity. -'': - ".". ' . , ., "fe^9^5'a4'fe^^"'^gj^^°nl7ji'f'?5." 
I am cojiyl n Qea^tiraJ^Teg laid (^indeed .Gentlemen ':. The muItiplicTty of business brought be- 
ey.efy "St'ltsce::the pTesent accejsioTrevJnces it) to abolish fore! ds by the Continenjal_jCongress,"and a sliorT adjourn- 
■evgflr t.be_ sbadow of liberty frorrr/am;ongst us. Jt was riot " men.rpf our , body from iSaiuiBaytill Tuesday morning, 
tile demoJTuon ofjfo.tea^t. vvas norajfy other particular act haje: tendered It .impossibly fpr,usto give a more early at- 
...oC the MeMonians, "or of" the otber TiOTnjces 7vhipB cpj3- tepTfipiO tp ybiir fj^rariof, the! ^ihuj&^x.^ ,^ : .:„.„„ I4 ,„ : 
■gt'ituted ^.elr^rjmes^Tjut it Is the noble spirit of ..liberty - We havelittje Jp..,say*upb'h lhe"prinPlpaTsuf)ject of your 
perfading the T whole Continent, .wllicli. has .rendered! thejrj. letprl as weepneeiye tJl^l t^he ^p^n^iaJjCongress of both 
the objects of ministerial and royal vengeance,;; Had, they Colonies ate; :.cpi^.ud'e4.,OTni,-.3 n y' discretionary provision 
been notoriously or.another":dlsp5siiion| hacLthey be!en relative to tire ordnance and otbeT st5res~ Taken at Crown 
hominera^servitudinem parages, They 1 mightliave madelas Poipt and. T'lcgndp'ogd, of wliich you musFbe fully con- 
free jvrjjnte^operty bf the Ihsi^Jndm Company as the vincecl! by. the'iacts '.' of. t W^CgjniTMtlLCpngress on that 
.felpn'ious ^pj^.^iself with.l'rapunity. : - But the .lipids subject, copies of w-hich are'enclosed. Ma ,„ 8 ...!.^,,_^,..,.^_ ,.,,.„ 
of /j$t : .^^mess, and tlielr mercffiajigS",,pj" JSt._§tep)feifs, We are fully appfisedlfifthe^^age°rous"cP 
>vetl E^^^iat aFlong as the Tree spirij^or tiM^gre'at "tb'ai'^^^ldr^iSJ.^^pita^.^jjux^^Qpy,- either from 
Cpyitineni :. remains mjsubdued, the prpgresslb^y'."cap;:Ma|;e .supmenes^.M"afg6Mq(eBM wftp," 
pf't beir scheme oTtijii versa! despotisjniyill_b.a.!bMJrilln ; gr.. bejp£the avo\ved instrum^Ts ofli Tihgterial v engeance , ~we 
B^n^jt^^aj t "they wage ine_xpiable;;war-aga"iH : sr AmerP cannot -expect "wilt holcj;any TaTtF^vitliJ 'u's. " W hate ver ajti- 
~cd. tnSiprt, this is the lafst asylum of P"ei^u^fB!!!tib|r0". " cl^'^^^^p^p^le^^^o'f^jj^^a^ be. .uiedTci the 
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injury of this City in particular, or of the Continent in 
general, we shall be studious to prevent, if possible, from 
falling into the hands of our enemies. In sympathizing 
with you for the unhappy Town of Boston, we shall do 
every thing in our power to prevent this City from being 
reduced to the same deplorable situation, and shall watch- 
fully attend to every means of defence which our present 
or future circumstances may enable us to improve. 

We are, gentlemen and brethren, with great respect and 
sincere affection, your most obedient humble servants, 
P. V. B. Livingston, President. 

To Joseph Warren, Esquire, and the Committee of Safety 
for the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay. 



DONALD McLEOD TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

To the Honourable Gentlemen of the Committee for the 
City and County of New- York, in Assembly or body 
convened: The Petition of Donald McLeod, Esq., 
late from Scotland, humbly skeweth : 
That your petitioner, from a deep sense of the favours 
conferred on himself, as well as those shown to many of 
his countrymen when in great distress after their arrival 
into this once happy City, is moved by a voluntary spirit 
of liberty to offer himself in the manner and form follow- 
ing, viz : 

That your said petitioner understands that a great 
many Companies are now on foot to be raised for the 
defence of our liberties in this once happy land, which he 
thinks to be a very proper maxim for the furtherance of 
our rights and liberty; that your said petitioner (although 
he has nothing to recommend himself but the vanity of 
calling himself a Highlander, from North-Britain) flat- 
ters himself that ir this honourable Committee were to 
grant him a commission, under their hand and seal, that 
he could, without difficulty, raise one hundred Scotch 
Highlanders in this City and the neighbouring Provinces, 
provided they were to be put in the Highland dress, and 
under pay during their service in defence of our liberties. 
Therefore, may it please your Honours to take this peti- 
tion under your serious consideration ; and should your 
Honours think proper to confer the. honour upon him as 
to have the command of a Highland Company, under the 
circumstances proposed, your petitioner assures you that no 
person shall or will be more willing to accept of the offer 
than your humble petitioner. Donald McLeod. 

New.York, June 7, 1775. 

BENJAMIN LTNDSAT TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

New- York, Juno 7, 1775. 
Captain Benjamin Lindsay acquaints the gentlemen of 
the Committee that he arrived here yesterday from Provi- 
dence, and has brought with him a letter to the Commit- 
tee, and informs them that application has been made 
to him by the Committee and people of that Town to 
bring back with liim a load of flour and other necessaries, 
of which they stand much in need, and of the former are 
at present much necessitated, owing to the uncommon 
large supplies that Town has contributed to the Provin- 
cial Army. And Captain Lindsay can assure the Com- 
mittee, from repeated trials, he can go and come from that 
place through the back part of Narragansett, so as en- 
tirely to evade the vigilance of the men-of-war stationed 
at Newport, besides his being well manned and completely 
armed and able to resist any attacks from their boats, or 
otherwise. He therefore requests the concurrence of the 
Committee, as also to take on board a parcel of flour and 
other necessaries that Mr. Curtenius informs him he has 
in care for the poor of Boston, and which may easily be 
forwarded by land to the Provincial Camp, Mr. Curtenius 
having applied to him for that purpose. 

BENJAMIN LINDSAY TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, June 11, 1775. 
Gentlemen of the Provincial Congress : 

I am very sorry that any difficulties should arise from 
the flour that was to be shipped by Captain Coffin. As 
Mr. Coo"k and I came from Providence together, and as 
I found that I could not take all the flour on board my 
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own vessel, so we agreed that he should procure another 
vessel, and Mr. Cook applied to Mr. Vixson to procure 
the flour for us ; and when Mr, Vixson understood how 
matters were circumstanced, he provided the effects, and 
we were to sail together. Gentlemen, if you will take it 
into consideration, and, believe me, it is for the same pur- 
pose as mine is, for the Committee of Providence, and to 
supply our camp, or rather called Provincial Camp. This 
I certify and declare to, with my hand, that there is.no 
other intent in this matter. Benjamin Lindsay. 



SELECTMEN OF LANCASTER TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress now holden at 
Watertown, in the Province of the Massachusetts- 
Bay: 

We, the subscribers, do request and desire that you 
would be pleased to direct or inform this Province in gen- 
eral, or the Town of Lancaster in particular, what is best 
to be done with the estates of those men who are gone 
from their estates to General Gage, and are now with him 
in Boston ; and who shall take possession of such houses 
and lands as belong to such men as are with General 
Gage, and to whose use they shall improve them, whether 
for the Province or the Town where said estate is. 
Ebenezer Allen, } 
Cyrus Fairbank, > Selectmen. 
Samuel Thurston, } 
Lancaster, June 7, 1775. 

COMMITTEE OF BELFAST, ETC., TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 
CONGRESS. 

Penobscot, June 7, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We, the subscribers, being duly appoint- 
ed a Committee by the inhabitants settled on Penobscot 
River, the inhabitants of Belfast, MajaUgwaduce, and 
Benjamin's River, to make a representation to you of the 
difficulties and distress the said inhabitants are under in 
respect to the scarcity of corn and ammunition, occasioned 
by the interruption of vessels which they depended upon 
for their supplies, and also the impediments in the exporta- 
tion from the seaport Towns from different Committees, 
after the said articles have been purchased : We accord- 
ingly herewith send you the votes of said inhabitants, pass- 
ed by them at a general meeting, on Tuesday, the 6th day 
of June instant, which we are to pray your consideration 
of, being encouraged thereto from the many instances of 
favour and assistance which the Province have heretofore 
afforded to this infant settlement ; and without some at this 
time, we have real cause to apprehend that these promising 
settlements may be broken up. We are further to assure 
you that the said inhabitants are ready, with their lives and 
all they have, to support the cause which this Country is 
engaged in, in defence of their liberties and privileges, and 
will hold themselves in readiness for that purpose. The 
said Committee are also to inform you that it was repre- 
sented at the said meeting that the establishment of Fort 
Pownall is nearly expired ; that the commander of the 
said fort, in obedience to the commands of the Governour, 
delivered to his order the artillery and some arms belonging 
to the said fort ; that he also delivered to our own inhabi- 
tants in the different parts of this vicinity, upon their appli- 
cation, some arms and ammunition, reserving only a small 
quantity of each for the use of the soldiers belonging to 
said garrison, which occasions the said fort at this time to 
be very bare in those respects. We are also to represent 
to you that the Town of Belfast is in want of about one 
dozen stands of arms, which is not practicable to be got 
here. All which we are enjoined to lay before you, gen- 
tlemen, who represent the Province in this unhappy time, 
and to pray you to take the same into your consideration, 
and give them such relief as, upon mature deliberation, you 
judge expedient. 

We are, in behalf of the said inhabitants, gentlemen, 
your most humble servants, 

Tho. Goldthwait, Edmund Moores, 
John Tufts, Benjamin Shute, 

Jonathan Buck, Oliver Chary. 

To the Honourable Gentlemen assembled at Cambridge in 
Provincial Congress. 
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To the Honourable Provincial Congress now sitting at 

Watertown : 
The Petition of Davis and Covebly, late of Boston, 

humbly showeth : 

That whereas your petitioners have a quantity of Eng- 
lish goods in Boston; that Mr. Henry Barnes, of Marl- 
borough, now in Boston, has quantities of English goods 
at said Marlborough, near "the same quality, and is willing 
to make an exchange for the same: We therefore beg 
leave of this honourable Congress that we, your petition- 
ers, be allowed to make the exchange ; and, as in duty 
bound, shall ever pray. Davis &. Covebly. 

Watertown, June 7, 1775. 



RESOLVES OF HANOVER (VIRGINIA) VOLUNTEERS. 

At a meeting of the Hanover Volunteer Company on 
the 8th of June, 1775 : 

Resolved, That this Company approve of the spirited 
resolution of the Williamsburgh Volunteers of the 25th 
ult., and that they are determined, at the risk of their lives, 
to aid and assist in protecting the liberties of this Country 
against all arbitrary measures whatsoever. 

Resolved, That the expedition undertaken by this Com- 
pany in making reprisals on the King's property for pow- 
der removed from the Country's magazine by the command 
of the Governour, proceeded from a sincere attachment to 
the liberties of their Country; and it is with heartfelt satis- 
faction that their conduct is so generally approved by their 
worthy countrymen. 

Signed by order of the Company : 

James Overton, Cleric. 



Philadelphia, June 8, 1775. 

This morning the three Battalions of this City and Li- 
berties, consisting of fifteen hundred men, the Artillery 
Company of one hundred and fifty, (with two twelve and 
four six-pound brass field-pieces,) a troop of Light-horse, 
several companies of Light-Infantry, Rangers, and Rifle- 
men, in the whole above two thousand men, marched. to the 
commons, and having joined in brigade, went through the 
manual exercise, firings, and manoeuvres, (with a dexterity 
scarcely to have been expected from such short practice,) 
in the presence of the honourable members of the Conti- 
nental Congress, and several thousand spectators, among 
whom were a great number of the most respectable inhabi- 
tants of this City. 



ABRAHAM CLARK TO THE NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

IJlizabethtown, New-Jersey, June 8, 1775. 

Sir : You have now sent you six quarter casks and two 
half barrels of powder. The quarter casks I got at New- 
Brunswick, and the two half barrels, containing one hun- 
dred and five pounds, I got at Woodbridge; for each of 
which I gave receipts that I received them to be forward- 
ed to the Provincial Camp near Boston, agreeable to a re- 
quisition from them. There was no more to be obtained ; 
they had sold the most of their stores to the inhabitants. 
You will be so kind as to send a receipt of the same tenour 
of those I gave, that I may show them the stores are for- 
warded agreeable to my promises. I am, Sir, your humble 
servant, Abraham Clark, 

To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read in Congress June 10, 1775.] 
In Provincial Congress, New- York, June 8, 1775. 
Gentlemen : We take the liberty to intrude on the pa- 
tience of your most respectable body, by enclosing a letter 
which we have this instant received from our brethren in 
the Massachusetts-.Bay. When we inform you that it is 
utterly impracticable for us to procure what they have re- 
quested, you will certainly excuse a freedom, which is dic- 
tated by an attention to the publick safety. How necessary 
it is. to provide some remedy to this pressing necessity, we 
will not presume to mention. Our duty hath compelled us 
to relate to you the facts. They speak for themselves 
loudly ; and a most entire confidence in your wisdom pre- 
cludes us from saying any thing farther on the subject. 



We are, gentlemen, most faithfully and respectfully, 
your fellow-labourers and countrymen. 

By order and in behalf of the Provincial Congress: 
Volkert P. Douw, Vice-F 'resident . 

To the Honourable the Continental Congress. 



GENERAL WARD AND OTHERS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Camp, June 4, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Your noble exertions in the common 
cause, your zeal for the maintenance of the rights of Ame- 
rica, and the sympathizing concern with which we know 
you look on our sufferings, encourages us to represent to 
you the distressing state of this Colony. 

Our capital is rilled with disciplined troops, thoroughly 
equipped with every thing necessary to render them formi- 
dable ; a train of artillery as complete as can be conceived 
of; a full supply of arms and ammunition ; and an absolute 
command of the harbour of Boston, which puts it in their 
power to furnish themselves with whatever they shall think 
convenient by sea, are such advantages as must render our 
contest with them in every view extremely difficult. 

We suffer at present the greatest inconveniences from 
a want of a sufficient quantity of powder ; without this, 
every attempt to defend ourselves, or annoy our enemies, 
must prove abortive. We have taken every step to avail 
ourselves of this article, by drawing into our general maga- 
zines whatever could be spared from the respective Towns 
of this Colony ; but the frequent skirmishes we have had 
has greatly diminished our stock, and we are now under 
the most alarming apprehensions, that notwithstanding the 
bravery of our troops, (whom we think we can, without 
boasting, declare are ready to encounter every danger for 
the preservation of the liberties and rights of America,) we 
shall basely, for the want of means of defence, fall at last a 
prey to our enemies. We, therefore, most earnestly be- 
seech you that you would, if possible, afford us some relief 
in this respect, by lending or selling to us some part of the 
powder in your Colony. We readily conceive the unwil- 
lingness with which you must part with so necessary an 
article at this time. We know you have not the quantity 
you would wish to keep for your own use. We apply to 
you, not because we suppose you have a surplusage, but 
because we are in the most distressing want. We beg, 
therefore, that we may not be suffered to perish. We have 
taken such steps as we have great reason to hope will, in a 
short time, furnish us with powder, and if we can be assist- 
ed till that arrives, we doubt not but that we shall be able 
to baffle the designs of our enemies, and be greatly instru- 
mental in preserving the rights and liberties of all America. 
We must request that whatever aid you shall find it in your 
pow T er to give us, may be in the most secret manner, as a 
knowledge of our deficiency in the article of powder before 
we are supplied, might be attended with the most fatal 
consequences. 

We are," gentlemen, with great respect, your affectionate 
brethren and very humble servants, 

Artemas Ward, 
General of the Massachusetts Army. 

Joseph Warren, 
Chairman of the Committee of Safety. 

Moses Gill, 
Chairman of the Committee of Supplies. 

To the Hon. Congress for the Colony of New- York. 

P. S. We beg what powder you can possibly spare may 
be immediately conveyed to us by land, in the way least 
liable to be suspected Dy any persons who may correspond 
with the enemy. 

To the Honourable Gentlemen ' of the Congress for the 

Colony of New- York, in body convened: 
The Petition of Donald McLeod, Esquire, late from 
Scotland, most humbly showeth ; 

That yesterday your said petitioner presented a petition 
before this honourable body, and as to the contents of 
which he begs leave to give reference. That since, a ship 
arrived from Scotland, with a number of Highlanders pas- 
sengers. That your petitioner talked to, them this morn- 
ing, and after informing them of the present state of this 
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as well as the neighbouring Colonies, they all seemed to 
be very desirous to form themselves into companies, with 
the proviso of having liberty to wear their own country 
dress, commonly called the Highland habit, and moreover 
to be under pay for the time they are in the service for the 
protection of the liberties of this once happy'Country, but 
by all means to be under the command of Highland offi- 
cers, as some of them cannot speak the English language. 
That the said Highlanders seem very desirous of being 
commanded by your petitioner, provided an answer shall 
be given them very soon, as their' intention is not to stay 
here any considerable time. That the said Highlanders 
are already furnished with guns, swords, pistols, and High- 
land dirks, which, in case of occasion, is very necessary, as 
all the above articles are at this time very difficult to be 
had. Therefore, may it please your Honours to take all 
and singular the premises under your serious and immedi- 
ate consideration ; and as your petitioner wants an answer 
as soon as possible, he further prays that as soon as they 
think it meet, he may be advised. And your petitioner, 
as in duty bound, shall ever pray, 

Donald McLkod. 
City of New- York, June 8, 1775. 

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

The Committee met, by adjournment, 8th June, 1775. 

Present : . 



Henry Remsen, 
Ab. Brinkerhoff, 
Wm. Dinning, 
John Borrian, 
Oliver Templeton, 
Joseph Totten, 
Jticob Van Voorhiqs, 
John Morton, 
William Laight, 
Jeremiah Piatt, 
Nicholas Bogart, 
Abraham Duryee, 



Edward Fleming, 
Hercules Mulligan, 
William Goforth, 
Lancaster Burling, 
Petrus Byvanck, 
Eleazer Stiller, 
John Imlay, 
Peter T. Curtenius, 
Richard Sharpe, 
Thomas Ivors, 
Robert Ray, 
Cornelius P. Low, 



Evert Banker, 
Daniel Dunscomb, 
Nicholas Hoffman, 
Gerret Kettletas, 
Isaac Sears, 
Jacobus Lefferts, 
Abraham P. Lott, 
Alex. McDougall, 
John M. Scott, 
James Beekman, 
John Van Cortlandt. 



In pursuance of an order of this Committee at their last 
meeting, a poll was this day opened at the City-Hall, for 
the electing a Deputy to represent this City and County 
in Provincial Congress, in the place of Mr. George Fol- 
liott, who declined serving ; and also of two members to 
serve in this Committee, in the room of the said George 
Folliott, and of Samuel Jones, who never has attended. 
And by a return of the said poll, it appears that Mr. Isaac 
Sears was elected by a large majority as a Deputy, and 
Mr. William Bedlow and Mr. John Woodward as mem- 
bers of this Committee. 

Ordered, That the Chairman of this Board grant no 
certificates for licensing the exportation of Goods from this 
City and County to any port or place out of this Colony, 
unless due proof, in writing, on oath, be produced to him, 
that the said Goods were not imported contrary to the 
tenour or true intent and meaning of the General Conti- 
nental Association. 

Ordered, That John Imlay, John Berrian, Thomas 
Buchannan, William Goforih, Joseph Bull, Abraham P. 
Lolt, Cornelius Clopper, and Evert Banker, be a Sub- 
Committee to inspect and examine into the Cargoes of any 
vessels which may arrive in this Port, suspected of having 
goods on board not admissible. 

Ordered, That Daniel Phenix, Captain Bedlow, Wil- 
liam Denning, and John Woodward be added to the above 
Committee. 

BROOKHAVEN (nEW-YORk) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the freeholders and other inhabitants of 
the Town of Brookhavcn, in the County of Suffolk, and 
in the Province of New-York, on the Sth day of June, 
1775 : Then by a large majority of votes, were chosen and 
elected sixteen persons as a Committee of Observation, to 
represent said Town, and to deliberate on other matters 
relative to our present political welfare. Agreed that the 
last Tuesday in June be appointed as a day for the above 
named Committee to meet. 

The Committee met, pursuant to appointment, at Co- 
ram, on the 27th of June, 1775. Present : John Wood-hull, 
Esquire, Thomas Helme, Esq., Mr. John Robinson, Mr. 
Thomas Fanning, Lieut. William Brewster, Mr. Noah 
Hallock, Mr. Joseph Brown, Mr. John Woodhull, Jun., 



Mr. Nathaniel Roe, Jun., Captain Jonathan Baker, Mr. 
Daniel Roe, and Mr. Samuel Thompson, of the Manor of 
St. George's; Mr. William Smith and JVfr. Jonah Hulse, 
of the Patentship of Moriches ; C a pt- Josiah Smith. 

Then proceeded, and chose John Woodhull, Esquire, 
Chairman, and Mr. Samuel Thompson Clerk, and entered 
into the following Votes and Resolutions : 

First. Resolved, nemine contradicente, That, we express 
our loyalty to His Majesty King George the Third, and 
acknowledge him as our rightful Lord and Sovereign, as 
settled on Revolution principles, being of legal descent from 
the illustrious house of Brunswick, to the utter exclusion 
of the family of the Stuarts, who, by their despotick and 
tyrannical principles, were deservedly banished and ren- 
dered unfit to sway the British sceptre. 

Second. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee that the above Resolution was the opinion of the 
Continental Congress that set last year; and is also the 
opinion of the Continental Congress and our Provincial 
Congress now sitting ; and that it is also the opinion of 
very far the greater part of the English inhabitants of this 
most extensive Continent. 

Third. Resolved, unanimously, That it is the opinion of 
this Committee that the several acts passed in the British 
Parliament for the express purpose of raising a revenue in 
America ; also, the acts for stopping the Pon of Boston ; for 
altering their Charter and Government ; for establishing the 
Roman Catholick religion, and abolishing the equitable 
system of English laws, and erecting in their stead French 
despotick Government, in Canada ;— as also the act for re- 
straining the New-England fishery, and many other acts of 
a similar nature ; and further declaring they have power 
vested in them to make laws binding on us in all cases 
whatsoever, are contrary to the Constitution, and subver- 
sive of our legal rights as English freemen and British 
subjects. 

Fourth. Resolved, nemine contradicente, That we will 
use our utmost endeavours, as far as in us lies, and we will 
earnestly recommend it to our constituents, strictly and in- 
variably to abide by and adhere to the determinations and 
resolutions of the honourable the Continental Congress, and 
also strictly to comply with the injunctions of our Provin- 
cial Convention, which (under God) vye hope is the most 
effectual means to obtain a redress of our present publick 
grievances, and save us from impending ruin. 

Fifth. We do unanimously make this our apology to the 
respectable publick, and to our several Congresses in par- 
ticular, that we have come so late into Congressional mea- 
sures, and hope a veil may be cast over our past conduct, 
for we can assure the publick in general that our remissness 
was not for want of a patriotick spirit in a number of our 
individuals, but because that opposition ran so high in some 
parts of this Town, that an attempt of this kind would per- 
haps have answered no valuable purpose, but we verily 
believe that the past opposition arose in a great measure 
from want of better information. 

Sixth. It is unanimously resolved by us at this meeting, 
that we will keep a strict watch that no Provisions or ne- 
cessaries be transported from within the bounds of our con- 
stituents, so as designedly or accidentally to fall into the 
hands of those we have just cause to esteem and treat as 
our enemies. 

Seventh. Ordered, That the resolves and proceedings 
of this Committee be printed by Mr. John Holt. 

Signed by order of the Committee : 

John Woodhull, Chairman. 



CUMBERLAND COUNTY (NEW-YORk) COMMITTEE TO NEW- 
YORK CONGRESS. 

Westminster, June 8, 1775. 
Honoured Sir: Having received certain advice from 
Mr. Isaac Low, Chairman of the honourable Committee 
of Correspondence at New- York, that it is the desire of 
the said Committee that this County of Cumberland should 
send Delegates to the City of New- York, to consult with 
the very respectable members of the Provincial Congress, 
what measures are best to be pursued in this distressing - and 
very alarming situation of this Province ; we hereby in- 
form your Honour that the inhabitants of the several Towns 
in said. County of Cumberland immediately assembled, (at 
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the earliest notice from Mr. Low,) and all of us, inhabitants 
of the same County, were unanimously disposed to send 
Delegates to the City of New-York, in order to consult 
what measures are proper to be taken .in this alarming 
situation of our publick affairs. 

We hereby return our most sincere thanks to the honour- 
able Committee of Correspondence, for the favourable no- 
tice they have taken of us in this far-distant, infant County. 
You, Sir, and the honourable Provincial Congress, may 
•be assured (although the minions and tools of power may 
assert to .the contrary) that we, in this County, are almost 
to a man resolute and fully determined, (under God,) 
as much as in us lies, to vindicate and maintain those 
liberties, both, civil and religious, which, by the laws of God 
and the British Constitution, we are clearly entitled to. 
" We detest and abhor those arbitrary, tyrannick, and san- 
guinary measures which the British Parliament are most 
industriously pursuing against the American Colonies, in 
order to dragoon them jnto compliance of certain late de- 
testable acts of Parliament, replete with horrour, and re- 
pugnant to every idea of British freedom, and which have 
a direct tendency to reduce the free and brave Americans 
into a state of the most abject slavery and vassalage. 

We, therefore, think it our indispensable duty to God, 
our Country, and ourselves, at the expense of our lives and 
fortunes, (if called,) to the last extremity, to join with our 
brethren in America in general, and most vigorously to op- 
pose and resist the said detestable measures and proceed- 
ings. Confidently relying upon the wisdom and integrity 
of the honourable Provincial and Continental Congresses, 
we are determined to pursue, at all times, such salutary 
measures as they in their wisdom and prudence shall ad- 
vise to. 

We would earnestly request that you, Sir, would exert 
your influence with the members of the honourable Con- 
gress, that this poor infant County, at present in a very 
defenceless state, might have some relief from Neiv-Yorlc. 
We esteem it a privilege, and a peculiar happiness, that 
we are in a Government, rich, opulent, and flourishing, and 
abundantly able to afford assistance to a needy but indus- 
trious people, who are settling a rude and uncultivated wil- 
derness, but at the same time are heartily disposed to pro- 
mote the grand American cause. 

Sir, we would flatter ourselves, and humbly hope that 
the honourable Congress will assist our Delegates in pro- 
curing arms and ammunition, which are so very necessary 
for us at this/important crisis. Sir, you may rely upon it 
that our people in general are spirited, resolute, and active, 
in the defence of our dear-bought rights and liberties, and 
will not flinch, if called, generously to spill our blood to 
oppose and resist ministerial tyranny and oppression. 

Therefore, wishing this Province all imaginable prospe- 
rity, happiness,' and success, we, in behalf of the freeholders 
v and inhabitants of this County of Cumberland, subscribe 
ourselves your most obedient humble servants, fee. 

John Hazeltine, 
• Chairman of the Committee of Correspondence 
- and County of Cumberland Congress. - 

To the Hon. P. V. B._ Livingston, Esq., President of the 
Honourable Provincial Congress now convened at the 
City of New- York. 



PETITION OF SENIOR CLASS RHODE-ISLAND COLLEGE, TO 
THEIR PRESIDENT, ETC. 

• College in Providence, June 8, 1775. 

To the Reverend President, Honourable Professor, and the 
- rest of the Honourable Corporation of Rhode-Island 
College: the dutiful Petition of the Senior Class: 
Most worthy Patrons : Deeply affected with the dis- 
tresses of our oppressed Country, which now most unjustly 
feels the baneful effects of arbitrary power, provoked to the 
greatest height of cruelty and vengeance by the noble and 
manly resistance of a free and determined people, permit 
us, gentlemen, to approach you with this our humble and 
dutiful petition, that you would be pleased to take under 
your most serious consideration the propriety of holding 
the ensuing Commencement in. a publick manner as usual ; 
whether such a celebration of that anniversary would be in 
conformity to the eighth article of the Association, formed 



by the Grand American Congress, and which all the Colo- 
nies are now religiously executing,, and that .you would be 
pleased to signify unto us your resolution respecting the 
same, that we may govern ourselves accordingly. 

Signed by Committee in behalf of the Senior Class. 

Josiah Read, 
Andrew Law, 
-- James Fulton. 

answer to the petition of the senior class. 

College Library, June 9, 1775. 

To the Committee of the Senior Class : 

Gentlemen : Your dutiful and reasonable petition has 
been duly attended to; and permit us to assure you that it 
gives us no small satisfaction, that the present members of 
this institution, and particularly the respectable Senior Class, 
are so sensibly affected with the distresses of our Country 
in its present glorious struggles for liberty. We rejoice that 
you are so ready to sacrifice that applause to which your 
abilities would entitle you at a publick Commencement. 
And though by this means you may be deprived of an ad- 
vantageous opportunity to give proof of your abilities in 
pleading the righteous cause of liberty, for which your pre- 
decessors, in this institution, have been justly celebrated, 
yet you have hereby given us a convincing proof of your 
inviolable attachment to the true interest of your Country. 
Be assured that we shall most heartily concur in this, and 
every other measure which has been or may be adopted by 
the Grand American Congress, as well as the Legislature of 
this Colony, in order to obtain a most ample redress of all 
our grievances, and deem it the greatest honour to which a 
noble and generous mind can aspire, tp contribute in any 
degree towards a restoration and re-establishment in our 
Country, of all those liberties and privileges, both civil and 
religious, which the Almighty Father of the Universe ori- 
ginally granted to every individual of the human race, and 
which all ought to enjoy till by law forfeited ; which reason 
claims; which the right of soil, obtained of the natives by 
free purchase, settles upon us ; which our charters ensure 
to us, and which have been recognised by Great Britain, 
and guarantied to us by the faith of the English Nation. 
These inestimable rights and privileges our Country has for 
many years enjoyed, the source of its present wealth and 
strength, more' than its fertile soil or healthy climate. By 
the cruel and wanton invasion and violation of these, she 
now bleeds in almost every vein ; and finally, it is these that 
her noble sons, the illustrious American patriots, prompted 
as well as justified by the examples of heroes in all ages, 
are now prepared to defend, by the same means which have 
hitherto preserved the liberties of Great Britain, and raised 
to royal dignity the House of Brunswick. 

And though the din of arms, and the horrours of a civil 
war, should invade our hitherto peaceful habitations, yet 
even these are preferable to a mean and base submission to 
arbitrary power and lawless rapine. 

Institutions of learning will doubtless partake in the com- 
mon calamities of our Country, as arms have ever proved 
unfriendly to the more refined and liberal arts and sciences ; 
yet we are resolved to continue College orders here as usual, 
excepting that the ensuing Commencement, by the advice 
of such of the Corporation as cpuld be conveniently con- 
sulted, will not be publick. 

James Manning, President. 
David Hoell, Philos. Professor. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Lebanon, June 8, 1775. . 

Gentlemen; Since my letter of the first instant, I have 
received three Resolves from the honourable Continental 
Congress ; the copies enclosed will show you their ultimate 
determination touching the fortresses on Lake Champlain, 
agreeable to our desires, set right by taking the sloop at 
St. John's. 

I take encouragement that the Indians of the Six Na- 
tions will prove friendly, from the speeches and answers to 
and from the Magistrates, &c, of Albany and Schenectady, 
with the Indians at Guy Park, May 25, 1775; too long to 
copy at this time, received this day. 

From Albany and places adjacent, six companies, con- 
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sisting of fifty men each, and one of a hundred men, are 
gone and going to the above-mentioned fortresses. 

The Albanians appear spirited in defence of our rights. 

Enclosed letter from Colonel Arnold came enclosed to 
me, with desire to forward it to you. 

I am, with truth and regard, gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress of Massachusetts- 
Bay. 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, June 8, 1 775. 

To the Moheakounuck Tribe of Indians, living in and 

about StockSridge : 

Brothers : We this day, by the Delegate from Stock- 
bridge, first heard your friendly answer to our speech to 
you by Captain William Goodrich ; which answer we are 
told you made to us Immediately, by a letter which we have 
not yet received. We now reply. 

Brothers ! you say that you were once great, but are now 
little, and that we once were little, but are now great. The 
Supreme Spirit orders these things. Whether we are little 
or great, let. us keep the path of friendship clear, which our 
fathers made, and in Xybich we have both travelled to this 
time. 

The friends of the wicked counsellors of our King fell 
\ipon U3, and shed some blood, soon after we spoke to you 
last by our letter ; but we, with a small twig, killed so many, 
and frightened them so much, that they have shut them- 
selves up in our great Town, called Boston, which they 
have made strong. 

We have now made our hatchets, and all our instruments 
of war, sharp and bright. All the chief counsellors who 
live on this side of the great water, are sitting in the Grand 
Council-House in Philadelphia. When they give the word, 
we shall all, as one man, fall on and drive our enemies out 
of their strong fort, and follow them till they shall take 
their hands out of our pouches, and let us sit in our Coun- 
cil-House as w.e used to do, and as our fathers did in old 
times. 

Brothers! though you are small, yet you are wise. Use 
your wisdom to help us. If you think it best, go and smoke 
your pipe with your Indian brothers towards the setting of 
the sun, and tell them all you hear, and all you see, and 
let us know what their wise men say. 

If some of your young men should have a mind to see 
what we are doing here, let them come down and tarry 
among our warriors. We will provide for them while they 
are here. 

Brothers! when you have any trouble, come and tell it 
to us and we will help you. 

Signed by order of Congress: 

Samuel Freeman, Secretary. 

To Capt. Solomon Uhhaunnauwaunmut, Chief Sachem of 
the Moheakounuck Tribe of Indians at Stockbridge. 



PORTSMOUTH COStMITTEE TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 

Portsmouth, June 8, 1775. 

Sir: A mail containing a quantity of letters were last 
night sent from on board the man-of-war to Eleazer Rus- 
sell, Esq., in whose hands they now remain. Mr. King 
waits on the Congress to request their determination on this 
matter,and will give them what further information they 
require. We must entreat Mr. King may return to Town 
this night, as the people will be impatient for their letters. 

I am, by order of the Committee, Sir, your most humble 
servant, Thos. Hart, Chairman. 

To the President of the Provincial Congress at Exeter. 



In Provincial Congress, Exeter, June 8, 1775. 

Whereas the present alarming and very critical situation 
of this Colony has occasioned this Congress to raise a 
number of Soldiers to defend the same, and the extreme 
scarcity of money in the Colony makes it very difficult to 
raise a sufficiency for supplying said Soldiers, and as there 
is a considerable sum in the Treasury of this Colony raised 
on the polls and estates of the inhabitants thereof: it is 

Resolved, That Ichabod Rollings, Esq., Col. Bartlett, 
Elen. Thompson, Mr. Cilley, Major Welch, David Gilman, 



and Captain Evans, be a Committee, in the name of this 
Congress, to call upon the Honourable George Jaffrey, 
Esquire, for the balance due from him to the Colony, as 
Treasurer aforesaid, and that they receive from him said 
money, and give him such security as shall be sufficient for 
justifying his payment of the same, which they are hereby 
empowered to do, and are authorized to assure said Trea- 
surer, that the exigence of the Colony is such that no ex- 
cuse or delay of the same will be admitted ; and make 
return of your doings. 



Charlestown, South-Carolina, June 9, 1775. 

We are informed that the Association lately subscribed 
by the Provincial Congress, and recommended by them as 
proper to be signed by all the inhabitants, meets with the 
greatest success. In the course of four days it has been 
signed by almost every man in Charlestown ; none having 
refused that we hear .of, except a few gentlemen under pe- 
culiar circumstances. 

We also learn, that the Provincial Congress have deter- 
mined to raise two Regiments of Foot, and one of Horse, 
immediately ; and also to put the Militia upon a respect- 
able footing, to which the. people most cheerfully accord ; 
and we have the satisfaction of knowing, that the Colony 
will very speedily be put in a good posture of defence. 

The Provincial Congress have resolved to lay up proper 
quantities of rice and flour in granaries in divers parts of 
the Colony ; and have appointed Commissioners for pur- 
chasing these articles, and carrying these resolutions forth- 
with into execution. They have also prohibited the fur- 
ther exportation of rice and corn for three months. 



MEETING OF LANCASTER (VIRGINIA) VOLUNTEERS. 

At a meeting of the Volunteer Company of Lancaster 
County, on Friday, June 9, 1775 : 

Resolved, That every Member of this Company do're- 
turn thanks to the worthy Captain Patrick Henry and the 
Volunteer Company of Hanover, for their spirited conduct 
ort a late expedition, and they are determined to protect 
him from any insult that may be offered him on- that ac- 
count, at the risk of life and fortune. 

Resolved, That we are determined to defend our wor- 
thy Speaker, and the rest of our worthy Delegates, who 
have so nobly exerted themselves in the cause of Ameri- 
ca ; and all other friends to American liberty, whom the 
abandoned tools of Administration may dare to attack. 

Resolved, That notice be given to the Volunteer Com- 
pany of the City of Williamsburgh that this Company bind 
themselves by the sacred ties of honour and love for their 
Country, to join them on the smallest warning, and march 
to any part of the Colony in defence of liberty, and that 
they concur with them in opinion that landing any foreign 
forces at this time in this Country will be a dangerous 
attack on the liberties of the same ; and therefore if any 
such should be landed, they are determined, with the assis- 
tance of their countrymen, immediately to oppose them. 

Resolved, That a copy of the aforesaid Resolutions be 
transmitted to Mr. John Pinkney, and that he be desired 
to print the same in his Gazette as soon as convenient. 



WILLIAM WILLIAMS AND OTHERS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Westminster, June 9, 1775. 

Sir: We, the subscribers, beg leave most humbly to 
shew, that being deeply impressed with the great impor- 
tance of having a Regiment duly prepared, at the least 
notice, in this County, in order to keep under proper sub- 
jection Regulars, Roman Catholicks, and the Savages at 
the northward, as also to be ready at all times to defend 
our rights and privileges against Ministerial tyranny and 
oppression, seeing hostilities nave already commenced, and 
the sword is actually drawn in order to enforce certain 
tyrannick and arbitrary acts of the British Parliament, 
replete with horrour, and repugnant to e'very idea of Bri- 
tish freedom ; we, the loyal inhabitants of this County, 
glowing with true martial ardour, and willing, with the 
utmost cheerfulness and alacrity, to unsheath the sword in 
defence of the lives and properties of the good people of 
this ancient and truly respectable patriotick Colony of 
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New-York, beg leave to offer our services in the defence 
of this Province, and America in general. We therefore, 
with due submission, propose cheerfully and with the utmost 
gratitude to accept (if your honourable Congress shall think 
proper) commissions from this honourable Provincial Con- 
gress, viz: Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Major. 

We determine to be entirely under the command and 
order of the Provincial Congress, hoping we shall truly merit 
the favours of said. Congress, and be useful instruments in 
serving this ancient and honourable Colony of New- York, 
as also the common grand American cause. 

Sir your assisting us in this our humble request, and pre- 
senting to us the above-mentioned Commissions, would 
much oblige your most obedient humble servants, 

Wm. Williams, 
Benjamin Waite, 
' \ Joab Hoisington. 

To the Honourable P. V. B. Livingston, President of the 

Provincial Congress. 

N. B. We hope to raise a Regiment of good active enter- 
prising soldiers in this County, which we hope will reflect 
honour on this Colony. The arrangement of said coin- 
missions we desire might be according to the following 
order : Major William Williams, our Delegate, to be first 
Colonel ; Major Benjamin Wait, Lieutenant-Colonel ; and 
Captain Joab Hoisington, Major. 



ETHAN ALLEN TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGHESS, 

Crown Point, June 9, 1775. 

Honourable Gentlemen": I am informed by Colonel 
Easton that you are well satisfied with the economy and 
enterprising spirit of a number of the sons of liberty, who, 
animated with the glorious example of the brave action at 
Concord, were inspired to make those, acquisitions to the 
LTnited Colonies of which your Honours have received in^ 
telligenCe, viz: the sovereignty of Lake Champlain, and the 
fortresses thereon, with an armed sloop and all the boats on 
the lake, and also took into possession a schooner, which 
was the property of Major Skene, and furnished it out for 
war.* These armed vessels are at present abundantly suffi- 
cient to Command the lake. The making these acquisi- 
tions has greatly attached the Canadians, and more espe- 
cially the Indians, to our interest. They have no personal 
prejudice or controversy with the United Colonies, but act 
upon political principles, and consequently are inclined to 
fall in with the strongest side. At present ours has the ap- 
pearance of it, as there are at present but about seven 
hundred regular Troops in all the different Posts in Canada. 
Add to this the consideration of the imperious and haugh- 
ty conduct of the Troops which has' much aliena.ted the 
affections of both the Canadians and Indians from them. 
Probably there may soon be more Troops from England 
sent there, but at present you may Tely on it that Canada 
is in a weak, and almost helpless condition. 'Two or three 
thousand men, conducted by intrepid commanders, would 
at this juncture make a conquest of the ministerial party in 
Canada, with such additional numbers as may be suppo- 
sed to vie with the re-enforcements that may be sent from 
England. Such a plan would make a diversion in favour 
of the Massachusetts-Bay, who have "been too much bur- 
dened with the calamity that should be more general, as 
all partake of the salutary effects of their merit and valour 
in the defence of the liberties of America. There would, 
furthermore, be this unspeakable advantage in directing the 
war into Canada, that it would uni.te and confirm the Ca- 
nadians and Indians in our interest ; and as England can 
spare but a certain number of her Troops, therefore the 
more she sends to defend her interest in Canada, which 
at present is, languid and weak, the less she can send to 
Boston, or any other part of the Continent. By gaining 
the sovereignty of Canada, would intercept the design of 
the Quebeck Bill, and greatly discourage the Ministry, who 
dote much on the efficacy of it. 

1 would to God America would exert herself in propor- 
tion to the indignity offered her by a tyrannical Ministry. 
She might mount on eagles' wings to glory. Fame is now 
hovering over her head. A vast Continent must either sink 
to bondage, ignominy, and exquisite horrour, or rise triutn- 
phant above the shackles of tyranny to immortal fame. 

I hope, gentlemen, you will use your influence in for- 



warding men, provision,' and every article for the Army 
that may be thought necessary. Blankets and provisions 
are scarce. 1 might have added the article of powder. 
It ought to be observed that the Colonies must first help 
their friends in Canada, and then it will be in their power 
to help them again. -- ■ 

I subscribe myself your Honours' most obedient servant, 

Ethan Allen. 
To the Honourable Provincial Congress of the Massachu- 
setts-Bay, or the Council of War, at Watertoum and 
Cambridge. 



PROCLAMATION BY COVERNOUR CARLETON. 

By his Excellency Guy Carleton, Captain-Qeneral and 
G ovefnour-in- Chief in and over the Province of Que- 
beck, and the Territories depending thereon, in Ame- 
rica, Vice-Admiral of the same, and Major-General 
' of His Majesty's Forces, commanding the Northern 
District : . 

a proclamation. 

Whereas, a rebellion prevails in many of His Majesty's 
Colonies in America, and particularly in some of the neigh- 
bouring ones : and whereas, many of the said rebels have, 
with an armed force, made incursions.of late into this Prov- 
ince, attacking and carrying away from. thence a party of 
His Majesty's Troops, together with a parcel of stores, and 
a vessel belonging to His Majesty, and are at present ac- 
tually invading this Province with arms, in a traitorous 
and hostile manner, to the great terrour of His Majesty's 
subjects, and in open defiance of his laws apd Government ; 
falsely and maliciously giving out, bythemsejves and their 
abetters, that their motives for so doing are to prevent the 
inhabitants of this Province from being taxed and oppressed 
by "Government, together with divers other false and sedi- 
tious reports, tending to inflame the minds of the people, 
and alienate them from His Majesty: To the end, there- 
fore, that so treasonable an invasion may be soon defeat- 
ed ; that all such traitors, with their said abetters, may be 
speedily brought to justice, and the publick peace and 
tranquillity of this Province again restored, which the ordi- 
nary course of the civil law.is at present unable to effect, 
I have thought fit to issue this Proclamation, hereby de- 
claring, that until the aforesaid good purpose be attained, 
I shall, in virtue of the powers and authority to me given 
by His Majesty, execute martial law, and cause the same 
to be executed throughout this Province, and. to that end, 
I shall order the Militia within the same to be forthwith 
raised ; but as a sufficient number of commissions to the 
several officers thereof cannot be immediately made out, I 
shall, in the mean time, direct all those having any militia 
commissions from the Honourable Thomas Gage, the Hon- 
ourable James Murray, Ralph Burton, and Frederick 
Haldimand, Esquires, heretofore H's Majesty's Govern- 
ours in this Province, or either of them, to obey the same, 
and execute the powers therein mentioned, until they 
shall receive orders from me to the contrary; and I do 
accordingly, in His Majesty's name, hereby require and 
command all his subjects in this Province, and others 
whom it may concern, on pain of disobedience, to be aid- 
ing and assisting such commissioned officers, and others 
who are or may be commissioned by me, in the execution 
of their said commissions for His Majesty's service. 

Given under my hand and seal of arms, at Montreal, 
this ninth day of June, 1775, in the fifteenth year of the 
reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the 
grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth. 

Guy Carleton. 
By his Excellency's command : 

H. T. Cramaiie. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE CON- 
' • TINENTAX CONGRESS. ; 

Lebanon, June 9, 1775. 

Sir: I have received your letters of the 31st May and 
1st June, enclosing the resolves of the honourable Conti- 
nental Congress of the same dates. By a wonderful coin- 
cidence of counsels the first was nearly complied with 
before the receipt of it. ^=55 
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Colonel Benjamin Hinman is appointed to the com- 
mand of the troops at Ticonderoga, consisting of one thou- 
sand men from this Colony, well armed, and furnished 
with one pound of powder and three pounds of ball to 
each man, with flints sufficient; besides this we have also 
sent there about eight hundred pounds of powder. Col- 
onel Hinman is a gentleman, in whom we trust full confi- 
dence may be placed. On giving my orders to him, (dated 
29th of May, 1775,) instructed him to keep up the strictest 
vigilance to prevent any hostile incursions from being made 
into the settlements in the Province of Queheck. ~~' - - 

In compliance with the other resolution of Congress, I 
have appointed a Commissary to receive at Albany, and 
forward the supplies of provisions for the forces on Lake 
Champlain, with directions to him, with advice of Colonel 
Hinman, to employ such others under him as that Service 
shall appear to require. 

I am, with great truth and regard, Sir, your most obedi- 
ent humble servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 

To Hon. John Hancock, Esquire. 



the Committee of Safety, for raising a company of Ran- 
gers in the Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, for the 
defence of the liberties of America. And that your peti- 
tioner, judging said men to be greatly wanted, exerted 
himself to raise a company, and expended upwards of 
twelve Pounds, lawful money, in effecting the same, and 
marched them from the remotest part of this Province, 
greatly against the minds of the inhabitants where they 
came from, on account of the commotions to the north- 
ward ; but as your petitioner was under no regular estab- 
lishment from authority to go that way, I marched my men 
forward towards Head-Quarters at Cambridge, and came 
as far as Worcester, where they now, by my orders, remain. 
I do, therefore, at the earnest request of the Committees 
and principal inhabitants of sundry Towns from whence 
Ihey came, earnestly pray this honourable Congress that 1 
may be regularly appointed, by the authority of this Prov- 
ince, to march with my company to Ticonderoga, for the 
safely and protection of. the inhabitants in the northwest- 
ern frontiers of this Province. And your petitioner, as in 
duty bound, shall ever pray. Abiathar Angel. 



AB1ATHAR ANGEL TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Watertown, June 9, 1775. 
Honoured Sir: I take this method to communicate 
to you my present unhappy situation, viz : that 1 have a 
company of men now lying at Worcester, which I enlisted 
and brought from the remotest parts of this Province, 
many of them having been in the expedition to Ticonde- 
roga, and now enlisted as Rangers in the service of this 
Province ; and whereas, as matters have turned, there is 
not such an establishment. 

I came off myself in the alarm after the battle of Con- 
cord, from my house, one hundred and forty miles from 
here, and here staid many days a volunteer, on my own 
expense ; but seeing nothing of importance speedily to be 
done, and that there was a regular establishment on foot 
for a standing army, I received orders from David Brewer, 
of Kingston, from under" the hand of the honourable Com- 
mittee of Safety, for enlisting a company of Rangers into 
the service of this Province ; and judging the men to be 
greatly wanted, I exerted myself in speedily raising and 
equipping said compaqy, and have expended above 'twen- 
ty Pounds for said purpose, and marched my men. away, 
greatly against the minds of the inhabitants from whence 
they came, on account of the commotions to the westward. 
But being under no regular establishment to go that way, 
I marched my men forward, and came as far as Worcester; 
.there halted last Sunday, and came forward myself, pre- 
viously hearing of some difficulties attending Colonel Brew- 
er's establishment, of which you, Sir, are not unapprised. 
1 have been now in wailing ever since Tuesday last, en- 
deavouring to obtain some orders and directions from the 
honourable Congress in regard to my situation. The situ- 
ation of about fifty men, who have, most of them, been 
in the service near six weeks at Ticonderoga, without re- 
ceiving the least consideration for the same, surely demands 
some attention ; for them to be now disbanded, when they 
have laid out of their business for the season, will be almost 
the ruin of many; and as they are so greatly wanted to 
the westward, I have petitioned the House for orders to 
march them to Ticonderoga, but have received as yet no 
orders thereon. I most earnestly entreat you, Sir, to have 
som0 regard to my situation, and use ybur influence for my 
relief. 

I am, Sir, ydur sincere friend, and most obedient ser- 
vant, Abiathar Angel. 

To the Honourable the. Provincial Congress for the Prov- 
ince of Massachusetts-Bay : 
The Petition and Remonstrance of Abiathar Angel, 

of Lanesborough, in the County of Berkshire, 

humbly showeth ; ■ ' 

That the petitioner came off from his home, one hun- 
dred and forty miles from this place, a volunteer, in the 
alarm after the battle of Concord, and here staid several 
days on his own expense, and seeing nothing of impor- 
tance to be speedily done, and that there was a regular 
establishment on foot for a standing army, received orders^ 
from Captain David Brewer, signed by the Chairman of 



JOHN LANE TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

. ' fort Pownall, June 9, 1775. 
Sir : I have proceeded agreeable to my orders, as you 
will see by the enclosed journal, and have got one of the 
chiefs to go as an ambassador, attended by three young 
men, as far as Falmouth, and I am in hopes to be able to 
get them as far as Watertown. I could not have thought 
that they had been so hearty in the cause, and are very 
ready to assist us, if occasion requires. The Canada In- 
dians are all of the same mind. The Indians are now 
here, and we shall go to Casco-Bay to-morrow, when [ 
shall write more fully. I am, Sir, with respect, your much 
obliged servant, John Lane. 

Honourable Joseph fVarren, Esquire. - 

The following is my journal to Penobscot, in behalf of 
the honourable Provincial Congress: 

Monday, May 22, 1775. — I received my orders from 
the Congress, by James Sullivan, Esquire, Monday, and 
proceeded to Falmouth, where I arrived on the 24th cur- 
rent, and applied to Colonel Preble and the gentlemen 
belonging to the Committee for that place, who supplied 
me with some stores for the Indians. On Sunday, the 
28th of said month, set sail for Penobscot, and arrived at 
Boothbay the same day. Monday morning sailed about 
ten miles towards Penobscot, and meeting with a sloop at" 
sea, commanded by David Hanwood, bound for PeiioW 
scot, which I got on board of and proceeded. Tuesday, 
the 30th, arrived at a place called Owl's-Head, at _the 
mouth of Penobscot-Bay. The 31st set sail to go up the 
Bay, and got up to the fort. ■ 

The first of June, when I waited on Colonel Gold- 
thwait; and acquainted him of my business, who was 
willing to do every thing in his power for the % good of the 
Province, and offered "me all the assistance possible to 
forward my business, and any sort of provision or clothing 
that I should want for the Indians, wbich I accepted, and 
ordered the interpreter of the fort to go with me to assist 
in my business. The second day of June I .went up the 
river, accompanied by said interpreter and an Indian of 
the Penobscot tribe, and got up to the Truck-House the 
same day ; there met a number of this tribe, and informed 
them of my business, among whom was an Englishman, 
belonging to the St. Franpois tribe, who gave me the great- 
est assurance of his utmost abilities to engage the St. Fran- 
cois tribe in our behalf, and doubted not but he could 
accomplish it; and I think this Englishman is a man 
of truth, by the conversation I had with him, and may be 
relied on. On the third I had some discourse with them, 
when they agreed to go up to their village to bring their 
chiefs down to the Truck-House, to know their minds re- 
specting going to the westward. Sunday, the fourth, four 
of their chiefs, accompanied by a number of Indians, came 
to the Truck-House, and after my making known my pro- 
posals to them, they told me they fully understood the 
nature of the thing, and, after some talk, agreed to send one 
of their chiefs as an ambassador, and three of the young 
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men to attend him as far as Falmouth, with me, and one 
Mr. Andrew Oilman, who came in with them, who also 
agreed to go with me. 

On the sixth, attended the meeting of said river, Bel- 
fast, Benjamin's River, and Majabigwaduce l who are 
all ready, on notice, and repaired to the fort, waiting for 
the Indians to. come down, the river to go to Casco with 
me at the, same time, I informed Colonel Goldthwait 
what success I had met with, and who proved to me of 
his being contrary to what had been represented by some 
evil-fninded. person respecting his delivering up the can- 
non to the Governour; and I am sensible, in my own mind, 
he could not have acted to the contrary, not because he 
was obliged to obey the Governour's orders, but that there 
was not .sufficient ammunition to defend it.* And I am 
further convinced, by the conversation I had with him, he 
Is ready to give all the assistance in his power for the good 
of the Province, and has been a great help to me in my 
tour this way; and I don't know of any person better 
qualified to act in the office he holds for the good of the 
poor in that part, for I am sure neither I nor the Indians 
could have been accommodated upon the river elsewhere. 
He assures me that, by the advice of Congress, he will 
still keep up the fort and pay the soldiers off, arid wait for 
the pay till its convenient for them, although at this time 
there is twelve months pay due to the garrison, and which 
he has paid off to the soldiers and some of the officers. 
And I .don't think that he ought by any means to lay 
under the scandalous report that has heen spread abroad 
about his delivering the cannon. 

Remainder per another opportunity. - 




ELISHA HEWES TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

~" " , * Penobscot River, Juiie"9, 1775. 

To Joseph Warren, Esquire, President of the Provin- 
cial Congress of the Massachusetts-Bay. 
Sir : 1 have had the pleasure of being well acquaint- 
ed with your uniform and unalterable principles, from 
the first instant of your publickly engaging in the glorious 
cause which you now so nobly lead on in the defence of. 
Should your high appointment and the complicated situa- 
tion of affairs. under your inspection and direction, render 
my scrawl too 'minute* foryour notice, I shall not won- 
der. I now live on Penobscot River, about twenty-three 
rnjles above Fort Pownall; the settlement is very new — the 
firsf man that pitched in my neighbourhood has not been 
there more than five years. 'Tis true Captain John Buck 
began near ten years ago, but he Jives not more than eight 
liles above the fort, the inhabitants being settled about 
vyenty miles above, him. I find this a country very good 
or both tillage and grass, though at present covered with 
a fine "growth of pine, spruce, cedar, hemlock, &c, and 
some oak.. 'The river excels for fish of various kinds, and 
easy navigation for the largest of vessels. The people are 
firmly attached to the Constitution you preside, in defence 
of, and I am confident will support it to the last, moment 
of. their lives, being willing in general. to encounter any 
difficulty rather than yield to that band 'of tyrants whose 
plodding pates "have long been projecting methods to en- 
slave us. 

I am confirmed in this opinion by an anecdote or two 
that have come to my knowledge since my residence 
on this river, for T live in the neighbourhood of Colonel 
Thomas Goldthwait, who was a member of our Assem- 
bly (as you. pay remember) for many years, and particu- 
larly in ..the year 1762; from whom I had the following 
story : Richard Jackson, Esq., was then agent for our 
Province. The Colonel says that then, in some of the pri- 
vate letters which he wrote after his appointment, he inti- 
mated his fears that k would not be in his power to do the 
Province much service, as there was a principle prevailing 
in England at that time to render the Colony Assemblies 
useless. The Colonel also says^ that Mr. Bollan (who 
was agent before Mr. Jackson) was continually warning 
the General Court of this principle then prevailing in Eng- 
land, and yet no doubt you remember both these gentle- 
men were turned out of their agency upon a suspicion 
that they were not in the interest of the Province. Cer- 
tainly they were faithful as touching the most important 

* Only about GOO pounds of powder. 



matter, whatever part of their conduct might give umbrage 
to their constituents.. And there seems to be some degree 
of similarity in the case of the above gentleman and Col- 
onel Goldthwait ; for one of your members, viz : Captain 
John Lane, who is now here, says the Congress had re- 
ceived very unfavourable accounts of the Colonel's con- 
duct; whereas, on a fair and impartial examination, it will 
appear that Colonel Goldthwait has been a steady, uniform 
friend to our Constitution. 

Should the Almighty prosper us so as to bring on an 
accommodation, among other grievances I think the Green- 
wich Hospital money, exacted from our American seamen, 
to be a very capital one. I hope the Congress will com- 
passionate the case of this infant settlement, as we have 
not got to the years of tillage and raising our own bread and 
clothing, and like to be shut from the privilege of importing. 
We could now manufacture our own clothing, but are des- 
titute of wool and. flax, which is a very great grievance. 

There is an island in the mouth of the river, owned by 
Isaac Winslow, Esquire, as he saith, which contains six or 
seven thousand acres. I first settled on it ; there are ten 
or twelve families, of good Connecticut men, who are hearty 
in our cause, and should hold what they have taken in their 
own right; the rest should be deemed forfeit. This is my 
private opinion, made publick to none but you. 

Pray excuse the want of order in these hints from, hon- 
ourable Sir, your humble servant, in haste, 

- Elisha Hewes. , 

P. S. I have wrote by this opportunity to" Joseph. Hewes, 
Esq., in the Continental Congress ; we are brothers' chil- 
dren, and were brought up together in the same family. 
Your favour in forwarding is prayed by, Sir, &tc. 



JOSEPH HAVTLET TO THE HONOURABLE JOSEPH WARREN. 

• • Northampton, June 9, 1775. 

Dear Sir: In my letter sent yesterday in great haste, 
I suggested some broken hints respecting Ticonderoga. I 
am still in agonies for the greatest possible despatch to 
secure that pass. I don't call it an acquisition, for it don't 
merit that epithet; nor can It, until more is done for main- 
taining it than I have yet heard of. It is clear that it is 
necessary we should take precisely the same measures for 
retaining that post, as if the country of Canada was in the 
full possession of the French. Nay, I beljeve we have 
more to fear from that quarter than if France alone held 
Canada. I think there is much reason to apprehend that 
Britain and France will, and do act jointly against America, 
and nothing more probable than that they design, in their 
partition of America, that the Province of Quebeck, as lately 
defined, shall be ceded or given up to France. I most 
heartily wish that every member of our Congress, yea, 
every inhabitant of the Province, had a true, idea of the 
infinite importance and consequence of that station. If 
Britain, while they are in hostility against New-England, 
hold that post, they will, by means thereof, be able to do 
more to vanquish and subdue, us from that quarter, than they 
will be able to do in all other parts. of the continent; yea, 
more than they could do in all other parts of the globe. If 
Britain should regain and hold that place, they will be . 
able -soon to harass and waste, by the savages, all the bor- 
ders of New-England, eastwards of Hudson's River and 
southeast of Lake Ch<implain and the River St. Lawrence, 
and shortly, by the Lake Champlain, to march an army to 
Hudson's River, to subdue the feeble and sluggish efforts 
of the inhabitants on that river, and so to connect Montreal 
and New-York ; and then Neiv-England' will be wholly 
environed by sea and land, east, west, north, and south. 
The chain of the Colonies will be entirely and irreparably 
broken; the whole Province of New-York will be fully 
taken into the interest of Administration ; and this very pass 
of Ticonderoga is the post and spot where all this mischief 
may be withstood and resisted; but if that is relinquished 
or taken from us, desolation must come in "upon us like a 
flood. I am bold to say, (for I can maintain it,) that the 
General Congress would have not advised to so destructive 
a measure, if they had recommended and prescribed that 
our whole Army, which now invests Boston, should in- 
stantly decamp, and march with all the baggage and artil- 
lery to Worcester, and suffer Gage's Army to ravage what 
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part of the country they pleased. Good God ! what could 
be their plan. If they intend defenc*e, they must be unac- 
quainted with the geography of the country, or never ad- 
verted to the matter. The design of seizing that post was 
gloriously conceived; but to what purpose, did our forces 
light there, if they are now to fly away from there. Cer- 
tainly to no good purpose, but to very bad and destructive 
purposes ; for by this step General Carleton is alarmed. 
Whereas if this step had not been taken, his proceedings 
might have been slow and with some leisure ; but now, if 
he is worthy of command, he will exert himself to the ut- 
most, and proceed with despatch. If we maintain the post, 
the measure of taking it was glorious. If we abandon it, 
the s'tep will turn out to have been a destructive one. 

I am informed that Connecticut have ordered five hundred 
men for that place. What number they have proposed that 
this Province should send, I have not heard. I hope that 
a moment's time will not be lost before a proper number 
get on their way thither, if it is posssible that they can be 
furnished with so much ammunition as will make them of 
any service when they shall arrive there.- I shan't presume 
to say any more, what more 1 conceive to be fittest for this 
service ; perhaps I went too far on that head in my last. 



Major Pitcairn's horse shot in two places. In consequence 
of this attack by the rebels, the troops returned the fire and 
killed several of them. Afterwhich the detachment marched 
on to Concord without.any thing further happening, where 
they effected the purpose for which they were sent, having 
knocked off the trunnions of three pieces of iron ordnance, 
burnt some new gun carriages and a great number of car- 
riage-wheels, and thrown into the river a considerable quan- 
tity of flour, gunpowder, musket-balls, and other articles. 
W'hilst this service was performing, great numbers of the 
rebels assembled in many parts, and a considerable body of 
them attacked the Light-Infantry, posted at one of the 
bridges, on which an action ensued, and some few were 
killed and wounded. J -" 

On the return of the Troops from Concord, they were 
very much annoyed, and.had several men killed and wound- 
ed by the rebels firing from behind walls, ditches, trees, 
and other ambushes; but the brigade, under the command 
of Eord Percy, having joined them at Lexington with two 
pieces of cannon, the rebels were for a while dispersed ; 
but as soon as the troops resumed their march, they began 
to fire upon them from" behind stofle^walls and houses, and 
kept up in that manner a scattering fire during the whole 



Instead of seeing men march eastward from the County of of their march of fifteen miles, by which means several 



Berkshire, (as they have within these two days.) I hope to 
see some marching westward for Ticondefogct. I think it 
would be best to importune Connecticut to spare some more 
gunpowder to that place, we paying them for a part or all 
of it, as they have had a late arrival of at least two tons 
since they sent five hundred pounds for that place. All 
that I can say on that head is, that they and we must do as 
well as we can. As to supplies of victuals, there can be 
no difficulty of procuring a sufficiency on Hudson's RiveT 
and in Berkshire County, if proper persons, with the ne.ed- 
ful, are appointed for that purpose. 

I think, Sir, that Connecticut have good pretensions to 
appoint the "commanding or chief officer there, and 



were killed and wounded; and such was the cruelty and 
barbarity of the rebels, that they scalped and cut off the 
ears .of some of the wounded men who fell into their hands. 

It is not known what numbers of the rebels were killed 
and wounded, but it is supposed that their loss was con-" 
siderable. . 

General Gage says that too much praise cannot be given 
to Lord Percy for his remarkable activity duringjhe whole 
day; and that Lieutenant-Colonel Smith and Major Pit- 
cairn did every thing that men' could do, as did all the 
officers in general, and that the men behaved with flieir 
usual intrepidity. " " 



- , hope, 

Sir, that we shall not make any difficulty about it, but fully Return of the Commission, Non-commission 'Officers; and 

cede that prerogative to them. Rank and File, killed, wounded, prisoners, and missing, 

I purpose to set out for Congress the day after to-morrow; on the 19th of April, lllB : 

but as the case of Ticonderoga calls for the greatest des- Fourth, or the King's own Regiment : Lieut. Knight, 

patch, I could not endure the loss of a day before 1 com- killed ; Lieutenant Gould, wounded and prisoner; "three 



municate'd more of my mind to you 
hints, Sir, as you please. 

I am, Sir, with great truth and best regards, your Honour's 

Joseph Hawley. 



friend and most humble servant. 
Honourable Joseph Warren, Esq 



- - Whitehall, June 10, 1775. 

Lieutenant Nunn, of the Navy, arrived tins morning at 
Lord Dartmouth's, and brought letters from General Gage, 
.Lord Percy, and Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, containing the 
following particulars of what passed on the nineteenth of 
April last between a detachment of the King's Troops in 
the Province of Massachusetts-Bay, and several parties of 
rebel Provincials, viz : 

General Gage having received intelligence of a quantity 
of military stores being collected at Concord, for the avowed 
purpose" of supplying a body of troops to act in opposition 
to His Majesty's Government, detached, on the eighteenth 
of April at night, the Grenadiers of his Army, and the 
Light-Infantry, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Smith, of the Tenth Regiment, and Major Pitcairn, of the 
Marines^ with orders to destroy the said stores; and the 
next morning eight Companies of the Fourth, the same 
number of the Twenty-Third and Forty-Ninth, and some 
Marines, marched under the command of Lord Percy, to 
support the other detachment. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Smith finding, after he had advanced 
some miles on his march, that the country had been alarmed 
by the firing of guns- and ringing of bells, despatched six 
Companies of Light-Infantry, in order to secure two' bridges 
on different roads beyond Concord, who, upon their arrival 
at Lexington, found a body of the country people under 
arms, on a green close to the road ; and upon the King's 
Troops marching up to them, in order to inquire the reason 
of their being so assembled, they went off in great confu- 
sion, and several guns were fired upon the King's Troops 
from behind a stone wall, and also from the meeting-house 
and other houses, by which one man was wounded, and 



You will use these sergeants and one drummer wouhded ; five rank and file 
killed, twenty-one wounded, and eight missing. 

Fifth Regiment : Lieutenant Thomas Baker, Lieutenant 
William Cox, Lieutenant Tlwmas Haivkshaw, wounded; 
ziWatertown five rank and file killed, fifteen wounded, and one missing. 

Tenth Regiment: Lieutenant-Colonel Francis Smith, 
Captain Lawrence Parsons, and Lieutenant Wald Kelly, 
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killed; Ensign* Jeremiah Lester, wounded ; one rank and! 
file killed, thirteen wounded, and "one missing. 

Twenty-Third Regiment : Lieut. Colonel Berry Ber- 
nard, wounded ; four rank and file killed, twenty-six wound- 
ed, and six missing. ' . 

Thirty-Eighth Regiment: Lieutenant William Suther- 
land, wounded; one sergeant wounded; four rarfk and file 
killed, and eleven wounded. " 

Forty-Third Regiment: Lieutenant Hull, wounded and 
prisoner; four rank and fiie killed, five wounded, and two 
missing. 

Forty-Seventh Regiment: Lieutenant Donald Mc Cloud 
and Ensign Henry Baldwin, wounded ; onesergeant wound- 
ed; five rank and file killed, and twenty-one wounded. 

Fifty-Second Regiment: one sergeant missing, three 
rank and file killed, and two wounded. 

Fifty-Ninth Regiment : three rank and frie killed, a.nd 
three wounded. 

Marines: Captain Souter, and Second Lieutenant Mc- 
Donald, wounded; Second Lieutenant Is a<jc Potter, mis- 
sing; one sergeant killed, two wounded, and one missing; 
one drummer killed, twenty-five rank and file killed, thirty- 
six wounded, and five missing. 

Total : One Lieutenant-Colonerkilled ; two Lieutenant- 
Colonels wounded; two Captains wounded ; nine Lieu- 
tenants wounded; one Lieutenant missing; two Ensigns 
wounded ; one Sergeant killed, four wounded, two missing.; 
oneTJrummer killed, one wounded; sixty-two; rank and file 
killed, one hundred and fifty-seven wounded, and twenty- 
four missing. - ■.--■. 

. N. B. Lieutenant Isaac Potter reported to be wounded 
and taken prisoner. Thomas Gage. 
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•'■% ' -\- : . / TO, THE PTTBtlCK. " ;."■ - _ """ 

-. --.-.'. r." .;-.! ;--,--i 1,-j-"- -. ~ — ' London, June 12, 1775: 

When. the news of a massacre first -arrived, the pensioned 
writer oi\he_ Gazette, entreated tlje publick"to suspend 
their judgment, as Government had received no tidings of 
the matter." It was added "that there'was every reason to 
expect despatches from General Gage x by a vessel called 
the Suite i/?' 

■ The publick have suspended tlieir judgment ; they have 
.waited .the arrival of the Sukey; and the humane part of 
mankind baye wished that the fatal taje related by Captain 
Derby might prove altogether fictitious. To the great 
grief of every thinking man, this is not the case. We are 
now in possession of both the accounts. The' Americans 
have given tlieir narrative of the massacre; the favourite 
official servants liave given a Scotch account of the skirmish. 
In" what one material fact do. the tvvo relations, when con- 
trasted with each other, disagree? The Americans said 
" that a detachment of the King's Troops advanced towards 
Concord ; that they attempted to, secure two bridges on dif- 
ferent roads beyond Concord ; that when they reached Lex- 
ington, they found a body of Provincials exercising on a 
gre^n ; that on discovering the Provincial Militia thus em- 
ployed, the King's Troops called out to them to disperse, 
damned them for.. a parcel of rebels, "and killed one or two, 
as.the'mpgt effectual jnethgd of intimidating the rest." This 
the ■writer of the Scotch accqunt in the Gazette styles, 
"marching up to the rebels to inquire the reason of being 
so assembled." Both relations, however, agree in this, that 
a question was asked ; the pensioned varnisher only say- 
ing that it was asked in a civil way, attended with the loss 
of blood. . 

Thus far, then, the facts, in every material circumstance, 
precisely agree; and as yet, we have every reason to be- 
lieve that the Saletn Gazette is to the full as authentic!*: us 
our" Government paper," which, as a literary composition, 
is a disgrace^ to the Kingdom. 

The Salem Gazette assured u? that the King's Troops 
were compelled to return fron: Concord ; that a handful of 
militia put them to rout, and killed and wounded several as 
they fled. Is. this contradicted in the English Gazette? 
Quite the contrary ; it is confirmed. The Scotch account 
of the skirmish acknowledges that, "on the hasty return of 
the Troops from Concord, they were very much annoyed, 
and .several of the men killed and wounded." The Scotch 
account also adds, "that the Provincials kept up a scatter- 
ing fire during the whole of the march of the King's Troops 
of fifteen miles, by which means several of them were 
" illed and wouncied." If the American _ Militia " kept up 
scattering fire on the King's Trdops, of fifteen miles," 
the Provincials must have pursued, and the Regulars must 
have. fled,, which confirms the account given in the Salem 
Gazette, wherein, it is asserted that the Regulars " were, 
forced to retreat." . Whether they marched like mutes at a 
funeral, or whether they fled like the relations and friends 
of the pfesent" Ministry who were amongst the rebel army 
at the battle of Cullodon, is left entirely to the conjecture 
of the reader ; though it should seem that a scattering fire ; 
poured in upon a retreating enemy for fifteen miles together, 
would naturally, like goads applied to the sides of oxen, 
make them march off as fast as they could. 

The Scotch account, in oqr English Gazette, relates dread- 
ful things respecting " the cruelty and barbarity of the rebels, 
who scalped and cut off the ears of some of the wounded 
men," If the publick Tiave any aversion to being imposed 
upon, they need only refer to the affidavits of the Lieuten- 
ants, and the rest of the King's force, who were wounded 
and taken prisoners. In those affidavits the parties freely, 
and of their own accord make oath, that "although the 
King's Troops began the bloody business, and thus provoked 
the Provincials to a rage that might have justified merciless 
revenge, yet the Provincials behaved with unparalleled mo- 
deration, and had exercised every virtuous office humanity 
could suggest to such of the King's Troops as had fallen 
into their hands;." Whether, therefore, is the greater credit 
to be paid, to the oaths of the parties who experienced this 
tenderness, or to'the naked assertion of a pensioned var- 
nisher, who trumps up a Scotch account of the matter, 
manifestly 'to serve the purpose of Ministry,' by glossing 
over murders, for the perpetration of which their heads 
should instantly "be struck off. The Gazette writer con-. 



eludes his narrative, by informing the publick that General 
Gage says " that too much praise cannot be given to Lord 
Percy for his remarkable activity during the whole day."' 
. The publick will think this a very singular kind of com- 
pliment. The preceding part of the narrative had told a 
story about the troops marching, or, in plainer English, re- 
treating from Lexington ; they did not halt, but continued 
their retreat for fifteen miles. What then are we to under- 
stand by the "remarkable activity of Lord Percy V His 
personal bravery is too well known to leave room for sus- 
picion that he ever would shew" remarkable activity" In 
retreating. Yet the Scotch account in (lie Gazette leaves 
the compliment so ambiguous, that an invidious reader 
might suppose Lord, Percy made it, like the swift-footed 
Achilles, with a light pair of heels. It is not surprising 
that General Gaga should wish to pay his court at North- 
umberland house ; but when he pays another compliment, 
as he cannot write himself, he should entrust a better hand 
than the pensioned compiler of the Gazette. 

To reason on the facts, which are now indisputable, is a 
task which will, better suit some future opportunity. The 
publick have but to ponder on the melancholy truths thus 
attested by Government. The sword of civil war is. drawn, 
and if there is truth in Heaven, the King's Troops un- 
sheathed it. Will the, English Nation much longer suffer 
their fellow-subjects to be slaughtered? 

It is a shameful fallacy to talk about the supremacy of 
Parliament. It is the despotism of the Crown, and the 
slavery of the people, which the Ministry aim at. For re- 
fusing those attempts, and. for that only, the Americans have 
been inhumanly murdered by the King's Troops. 

Englishmen ! weigh these things with deliberation ; make 
the case your own. If the massacre of brethren will not 
open your eyes, they deserve to be forever shut against your 
welfare. Away with the canting piety of a Court ! Away 
with the affected candour of tools in office ! Ministry are 
so candid tfjat .they would disguise the truth, and so" pious 
that they would take the sacrament as barbarians keep ca- 
rousals, and drink of the cup, if it was but filled with the 
libations of the blood of freemen. 



STRICTURES ON THE GAZETTE ACCOUNT OF THE ACTION 
BETWEEN" THTS PROVINCIALS AND THE REGULARS, NEAR 
BOSTON. , ... L on d on! J une , 17,75. 

We must give the Ministry credit for the little cunning 
of putting'General Gage's name to the end of the whole 
account/ when in truth it was to" the return only. This is 
a trick, or, as Lord Sandwich would say, a " take in," and 
suits at once their genius and their capacity.. The truth is, 
that the whole was culled out of a variety of letters by 
two Secretaries, their Sub-Secretaries, and office Clerks. 
Though I do npt conceive.General Gage to be a Cccsar pr_ 
a Wolfe, yet I know him incapable of writing such stuff as 
is here indirectly imputed to him. . 

The Ministry were exceedingly puzzled between the 
shame of being themselves obliged to refute the charge of 
cowardice, which they have been so. forward to urge against 
the Americans, and the reproach of having commenced a 
civil war, by a wanton and unprovoked murder of the peo- 
ple. Of two evils, the Ministry chose the least ; and, as 
men who have neither wis.dom nor veracity generally cor- 
rect one extravagance by another, a small body of those 
cowardly poltron Americans, millions of whom were to 
fly before the face of the Regulars, are represented as 
daring enough to attack the flower .of General Gage's 
Army. ■ ' - ' - : 

The Gazette tells us, '-' that General Gage "detached in 
the night the Grenadiers and Light-Infantry of his army, 
to destroy* some stores. at Concord." 

Every oneknows that this description comprehends the 
best and most active troops of the whole body. They 
have the advantage, too, of stealing a march upon the peo- 
ple. We might have expected some enterprise and ex- 
ploit of moment and magnitude, equal to the preparation, 
the secrecy, and confidence of this expedition. But, alas ! 
the trunnions of three old iron ordnance are. the vast ob- 
ject of this mighty achievement. Some flour, musket- 
balls, and gunpowder, were also thrown into the river. I 
should be glad to know, what motive could induce the 
King's Troops to throw away articles so useful to them- 
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selves, but the distress occasioned by — a precipitate re- 
treat ? ." 

However, the Ministry go on to inform us, " that whilst 
this prodigious service was performing, the rebels assem- 
bled, and a considerable body of them attacked the Light- 
Infantry posted at one of the bridges, on which an action 
ensued." Well, and who were defeated ? Not a word of 
that, but — : " a k\v were killed and wounded.^' These das- 
tardly Americans- march up and attack the best of the 
Regulars, advantageously posted; and we are left to con- 
clude, from their continuing to annoy, kill, and wound jhe 
troops on. their return (as it is generally termed) from Can- 
cord, that the Light-Infantry were driven from their post 
and defeated. All this we should readily admit, on the 
credit of the Gazette, had not. the former assurances of the 
Ministry, that the Americans were too cowardly ever to 
face the Regulars, rendered it utterly incredible. 

But let us accompany the Army in its return, and we 

find them met by Lord Percy, at Lexington, with sixteen 

companies and the Marines, amounting in all to about 

twelve hundred men, with two pieces of cannon. We have 

now almost the whole army that was collected at Boston, 

-under so active a leader as Lord Percy, with the assistance 

of Colonel Smith and Major Pitcairn, " doing every thing 

"(so says the Gazette) that men could do," and two pieces 

. of cannon. We may now expect that not a man of the 

unheaded poltron Provincials will be left alive! Not quite 

so bad. The Gazette tells us dryly, (hat " the rebels were " 

for a while dispersed." 

They were so dispersed, however, that "as soon as the 
troops resumed their march," (not their flight,) they began 
again to fire upon them, and continued it during the whole 
ol fifteen miles march, "by which means several were kill- 
ed and wounded," " . - - 

If this w ; as not a flight, and if Lord Percy's activity was 
not in running away, 1 should be glad to know where were 
the flanking parties of this army on its march, with all this 
Light-Infantry ? Would any commanding officer suffer such 
an enemy to continue killing and wounding his troops, from 
stone-walls and houses, if it was not a defeat and flight? 
Would they have left so many of their wounded to fall into 
the enemy's hands? I feel for the honour of the British 
Troops, though the Ministry do not. This. Gazette will 
prpclaim their disgrace throughout all Europe; and yet I 
think, that when the military lend themselves to fight 
•against the freedom of their fellow-subjects, they' deserve 
to be both disgraced and defeated. 

Take, then, the whole of this account as it stands, and 
to what does it amount, but that General Gage's Army 
having marched out of Boston, in the night, w>as attacked 
by the Militia, hastily assembled, without a leader, and was 
driven back, with the loss of sixty-five killed, one hundred 
and eighty wounded, and twenty-eight taken prisoners, 
making in' ail ttvo hundred and severity-three. 

In the mean time the Ministers, who have thus involved 
us in disgrace and blooid, are perfectly unconcerned. They 
comfort themselves with throwing out some shameful. re- 
flections, on. the Americans, and boast of the activity of 
their officers and the intrepidity of "their troops. They have 
not sense to perceive, that the more they exaggerate the 
bravery and conduct of the Regulars, the more they extol 
their opponents, whom they and their Scotch tools have 
been traducing, both publickly and privately, as the most 
abject cowards, What must the resolution of tha.t Militia 
be, which could drive these active and intrepid Regulars, 
with loss and confusion, back into their intrenchments ? 
In fact' this superiority does not arise from any difference 
between the English and the Americans, but from the 
one contending in the cause of tyranny, and the other in 
that of liberty. It never has entered into the hearts of 
these wretched Ministers and their tools, to feel or conceive 
the enthusiasm and valour which so good and noble a cause 
inspires. Is it not, therefore, wonderful that they should 
not foresee its effects? 

The charge of scalping is of the same complexion with 
those which they have constantly made, and which we have 
as constantly found to be false. It is like those of Bernard 
and Hutchinson, made in such general terms that it cannot 
have a particular refutation. Had they mentioned the 
names of those men whp were thus treated, we might then - 
have sought them out to refute the falsehood ; but no, they 



content themselves with saying, the Provincials "scalped 
and cut off the ears of some of the wounded ;" which I 
very sincerely believe to be an infamous falsehood, because 
we have had affidavits from several of the wounded prison- 
ers, acknowledging the kindest treatment: and It" is most 
certain that General Ward sent word to General Gage, 
" that his surgeons were at liberty to come into the Pro- 
vincial camp and attend the wounded prisoners, if General 
Gage had more confidence in them than in the Provincial 
surgeons." The publick will, hardly believe that so fair 
and generous an enemy could "be guilty of barbarity and 
cruelty, because an unfair and ungenerous Ministry are 
their accusers. ^ 

The Gazette tells* us " that the Troops, on seeing some 
Provincials drawn up at Lexington, marched up To them." 
For what purpose do you think, gentle reader? to ask the 
civilest question in the world, " thc~reason. of their being 
so assembled." But. the Militia not being apprised of their 
very civil intentions, "went off in great confusion;" and 
yet, to our utter astonishment, we ure in the next line told" 
that this confounded and flying enemy immediately began 
an attack upon the_victorious Regulars, wounding one man, 
and, what was an inexpiable offence, shot a Scots officer's 
Scots poney ! It is, I believe, "the first time in the world 
that oqe army marched up to another to " ask questions." 
We have neard of Parthians r wounding as they fled, but I 
did not know this was the American method. Surely they 
_ might'have told a morejjlausible story, to make us believe 
the Americans were tbe'aggressors ; but the Ministry have 
so often imposed on our credulity, that they think any thing 
will suffice. The presumption arising from this very de- 
tail, compared with that of Lieutenant Gould's affidavit, 
and the positive oaths of a variety of witnesses, render it 
unquestionable. that the King's Troops began the fire, and 
that, too; upon a small body of Provincials who were dis- 
persing. ■'■."'"'" "- " 

The whole of this business is shocking in itself, danger- 
ous in its consequences ; nor can any thing comfort us under 
the evils attending it, but a trust that the wickedauthors of 
it will soon be brought to condign punishment. 

I am of opinion that children unborn will not alone have 
occasion to .lament the bloody and inhuman carnage of 
Lexington.. Some men, whose advice hag. tended to pro- 
duce so unhappy a scene, and whose abilities have since 
been prostituted in misrepresenting and reviling their coun- 
trymen, may have cause to join in the general lamentation. 

The hypocritical eye of Mr. H may once more weep, 

and even Coriolanus* may shed" a tear, from a different 
cause than that of virtuous compunction. * Coriolanus' 's 
friend, and adviser, the late Major of Brigade, will nieet 
with a reception worthy of his treachery f and the noble 
Lord whp has been his dupe, will find that he has bestow- 
ed rewards on a person unworthy of his confidence. His 
engagement to bribe the Members of the Continental Con- 
gress, and to" raise ten thousand men to join the Parlia- 
mentary Army, showed the extremity of impudence. He 
must have known that he was deceiving the Secretary of 
State," and his Lordship ought to be ashamed of his own 
puerile credulity. The solicitations of modest virtuous 
merit, have by him been often rejected, and the most for- 
ward and wicked incendiaries countenanced and promoted. 
Coriolanus has been extremely liberal in charging his coun- 
trymen with treason and rebellion. I shall "not, lose so 
much time as to discuss this question with him- It would 
necessarily lead me to the examination pHhe right of taxa- 
tion. 

All the disorders of America have arisen from that 
source, and I defy him to derive them from any other. If 
the Parliament have not a right to tax America, they have 
no right to send troops to compel submission. .If compul- 
sion be attempted, resistance is justifiable. The greatest 
authorities that ever this Country produced might be cited 
to prove this. I forbear mentioning the names of Sidney 
and Locke, of Chatham, and. Camden. Their doctrines 
are obsolete, and too .uncourtly for the ear of a young di- 
vine," newly flattered with the pomp of a- professorship in 
divinity, and gratified with the more substantial acquisition 
of two hundred Pounds a year. I appeal to Judge Black- 
stone; he cannot be suspected of partiality in favour of the 
people in opposition to sovereign power. In his seventh 

■ * A writer for the Ministry in the puHick papere. 
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chapter, which treats of the rights of persons, he says, 
" All oppressions which may happen to spring frpm any 
branch of the sovereign power, must necessarily be out of 
the reach of any stated rule or express legal provision ; but 
if ever they unfortunately happen, the prudence of the 
tiroes must provide new remedies upon new'emergericies.". 
And again, "It is found by experience that whenever the 
unconstitutional oppressions even pf the sovereign power 
advance with gigantick strides, and threaten desolation to a 
State, mankind, will not be reasoned out of the feelings of 
humanity, nor will sacrifice "their liberty by a scrupulous 
adherence to those political maxims which were originally 
established to preserve it." " Whenever necessity and the 
safety of the whole shall requireit, they will exert those 
inherent though latent powers of society, which no climate, 
no time, "no constitution, no contract can ever destroy or 
diminish." A fuller and plainer justification of resistance., 
on certain occasions cannot be penned ; a.qd that the occa- 
sions have offerecT which call forth the exertion of those 
' ! inherent though latent powers of society," is very evi- 
dent, from the convulsions into which' all America is 
thrown.. . . _ .... _ _.. . 

The American gentlemen, in their petition to Parlia- 
ment last year, which has done them infinite honour, and 
which he ought to remember with shame, very justly ob- 
serve, that '-'ji.o history can show, nor will human nature 
admit of an instance of general discontent, but from a 
general sense of oppression. As there is now no legal 
provision against such oppression left untried, every Prov- 
ince having in vain, first separately and then unitedly, peti- 
tioned and remonstrated, they are compelled into a contest 
the most shocking and unnatural, with a parent State which 
has ever been the object of their veneration and their 
love.". .. :; _______ _ r ... 

The present Administration and the rest of the friends 
of arbitrary power and non-resistance, have been prema- 
ture in declaring this contest rebellion. - The event must 
prove whether it may not be called the necessary step to 
a revolution.. I hope that this. Nation may have wisdpm 
and virtue enough to prevent it, by a total and immediate 
repeal of all the offensive acts, and by resting satisfied with 
the monopoly of the American trade, which is all that the 
ope ought to require, or the other submit to.. But it seems 
the honour of Parliament must not be hurt, They have 
declar.e_d_.that these are terms they will not be satisfied 
with. This is a difficulty that Lord North will be so good 
as to obviate foLme. The necessity of the case has al- 
ways been thought a sufficient justification for a departure 
from such, resolutions, which, if not impracticable, never 
can compensate for the miseries and calamities which must 
be the consequence of an attempt to carry them into exe- 
cutlon._ ^ If (says Lord North, in his speech on what he 
called his conciliatory motion) it should seem to be aban- 
doning the "high ground taken in the address, or be contrary 
to the^assurances sq frequently given that.pq terms should 
be, held ou_t.tR Awxica previous to her submission, this is 
nothing but what is common. The greatest Power? have 
done it., .In the war of the. Succession it was a fundamen- 
tal point that, no Pjince of the house of Bourbon should 
"ever sit on the. throne of Spain. This was several times 
repeated, and in the most solemn manner. Such politicks 
are necessary to gain or to animate allies,*' Yet all the 
powers which composed this confederacy yielded, and a 
Prince of the house of Bourbon did sit, and one of the 
same. house does, now sit on the throne of Spain. In the 
Spanish war of 1739, we declared that we could never 
treat with _Spain, until she had given up the point of 
searchj^Yet peace was made without her giving up the 
point, and" the search continued." Lord North added to 
these many other instances in which, great Powers had 
abandoned jheir pretensions. His Lordship will, I hope, 
for the_.sake.c_f stopping the farther effusion of blood, and 
for the sake., of making us a happy, powerful, and united 
people, add another example, to his catalogue. I. shall 
trouble Co rjojanus, with but one more observation, Which, 
to a clergyman, may have some weight, - If he should be 
as fortunate as ...Dr. Johnson, and get an addition to. his 
pension ; if he should succeed his worthy friend and 
patron, the" President of the College in which he is a 

*.Or to endeavour to intimidate the Colonies into, a eurtondoi; of ' 
every thing that is dear and valuable to thenv. 



professor; if he should attain the summit of. all spiritual 
honours in this kingdom, even the See of Canterbury, it is 
worthy of his consideration whither there may not be 



■ Some chosen curse, 



Some hidden thunder in the stores of Heaven, 
Red with uncommon'wrath, to blast the man 
Who owes his greatness to his Country's ruin. 



.TO THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND, 

London, June, 1/75. 

I am a plain man, and you must therefore expect to 
hear plain truths. Silence would now be a crime. 

You have but two choices left, and if you have not wis- 
dom to choose wisely, or virtue to act as wisdom dictates, 
you will deserve to ;sink under the evils which this verj 
moment hang suspended, ready to crush you by their fall. 
Continue these tory Ministers at y6ar helm, and after 
having been accustomed for ten years to the news of unna- 
tural carnage, you will have the satisfaction of seeing the 
whole Continent of America totally wrested from you, or, 
what is equally hurtful, their affect ions entirely estranged. 
Your commerce, of course, must decay, and your enemies 
will have cause to rejoice in your destruction. 

Or, if you prefer your own" welfare to the emoluments 
and gratification of your tory Ministers, drive them from 
their offices, and prevail on Lord, Chatham to take the 
reins of Government, He wiir offer the Americans the 
terms proposed by their Congress, namely, to be governed 
as in the late reigns ; and the Americans mustgladly accept 
these terms from whig Ministers, or else all England, to a 
man, will zealously be their enemies, This pen has often 
fought their battles, because 1 think them injured by the 
common enemy of our liberties ; but let them refuse to be 
governed by a whig Administration, according to whig prin- 
ciples, and I will be their most violent opposer. I think 
they ought not to trust tory Ministers; though they should 
offer ever such fair terms, because they are not. to be trust- 
ed. Enemies to freedom, they must be enemies to Ame- 
rica. But if whigs govern, America may depend on their 
favour, for they have fought one battle, and-our hearts are 
with them. It may truly be said, that if this Nation is 
saved from ruin, it will be by American virtue, for I fear 
there is none left in England. The sun. of Liberty is set- 
ting here, but Englishmen may yet be warmed by its rays 
from America, since they have courage to Bleed Tor free- 
dom. ■ . " . 

The Gazette styles them rebels ; the Ministry honoured 
them with, that appellation long' before they drew the.sword. 
I say " honoured them," because I think it an honour to be 
terme.d rebels by such men. 

Is it rebellion to defend freedom? "If your Juries were 
attacked, if Magna Charta in any shape was to be daringly 
violated, would you not yourselves draw the sword ? Could 
you then be properly styled rebels ? Certainly you could 
not. Can you hesitate in the choice of t.he.only alternatives 
left you by Heaven ? Can you read the accounts from 
America without horrour? , Are you not shocked when 
your, imagination presents to your view Englishmen shed- 
ding English blood ? Do you wish for the continuance .of 
such unnatural, horrid carnage? If the idea of this detes- 
table civil war does not excite the most generous feelings 
for your brave countrymen, (now driven al mos t to madness 
by the obstinate perseverance of tories,) you have lost the 
humanity, you have degenerated from. tn.e; virtue of your 
ancestors. - . ■ ' 

Are the Ministry to be gratified longer with the' ability 
of involving you still deeper in this ruinous contention? 
Will you allow them to prosecute this bloody, unnatural 
war, any longer? They talk of embodying the Militia, in 
order to be able to send more mercenaries ..to America ; 
ought they not "rather to lose their beads, for having "sent 
those which are already there.?. Has not enough of Eng- 
lish blood been shed ? Must more be spilled ? Are they 
to add a fresh list of murders to the. black account ? .If the 
idea of such repeated, massacres does not awaken your 
feelings, England ought to be' deserted by the few whigs, 
whose hearts glow with indignation ; they should fly to Ame- 
rica, where liberty. is idolized, and tyranny detested. 

Have not Ministry, by every measure hitherto adopted, 
made what was bad, still worse ? Did the bills of spring 
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1774, or those of spring 1775, answer any good purpose? 
Did they not add fuel to the flame ? 

If, then, you have found Ministers so very unequal to the 
task they have undertaken, can ypu be so very weak as to 
trust any longer to their management? You would not 
surely wish to become habituated to the recital of .battles, 
in which English blood must be shed by Englishmen. You 
have now heard of above two hundred of your soldiers 
killed and wounded. The Gazette informs us, that the 
loss of the Provincials was much greater; in all, lost to 
England above five hundred men. - - 

And as a salve General Gage informs us, that " the men 
behaved with their usual intrepidity :" if so, I have been 
mistaken in my opinion of English soldiers. If they can 
be brought to fight with ardour against their countrymen, 
who are standing forward in the most glorious of all causes, 
that of their Country, they should never be known, hence- 
forward, by any other name than " mercenaries." 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A, GENTLEMAN IN PHILADEL- 
PHIA, DATED FALMOUTH, ENGLAND, JUNE 10, 1775. 

We have received the melancholy news of hostilities 
being commenced in America, between the King's Troops 
and the Provincials, which will be attended, I fear, with 
fatal consequences to both parties.- I. was in hopes the 
armed force on both sides would have conducted them- 
selves with such prudence as to prevent bloodshed, until 
affairs could have been amicably settled, but now I fear an 
accommodation is by this means removed at a distance. 
Our Ministry have earned matters with too high a hand, 
and been too arbitrary in their determinations; they are" 
greatly blamed (even by those who are of the same senti- 
ments in 'respect to taxing the Americans) for sending any 
Troops to the Colonies. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CHARLESTOWN, SOUTH-CAR- 
OLINA, DATED JUNE 10, 1775.' 

Our Congress has done hard duty this week, and are 
still sitting. They have resolved to raise two Regiments 
(each seven hundred and fifty men) of Foot, and another 
of Horse. to consist of four hundred and fifty, exclusive of 
officers. The command of one Regiment is to be given to 
Mr. Gadsden, as Chief Colonel, and Isaac linger as 
Lieutenant-Colonel; the /other officers are to be deter- 
mined on this.evening. About two hundred gentlemen, I 
am informed, are candidates for commissions in our Pro- 
vincials. - 

We are informed tbe Whigs and Tories in Georgia are 
disputing with each other, and that Governour Wright is 
much alarmed for his safety. The officers of the Grenadiers 
Company in" that Colony, on receiving some orders from 
Governour Wright, positively refused to pay any attention 
thereto, threw down their commissions, arid declared they 
would fight in defence of their liberties. 

Officers of the First and Second Regiments of Infantry, 
, and of the Regiment of Horse Rangers. 

Field Officers of the First Regiment. — Christopher 
Gadsden, ColoneJ ; Isaac Huger, Lieutenant-Colonel ; 
Owen Roberts, Major. 

Field Officers of the Second Regiment. — William 
Moultrie, Colonel ; Isaac Motte, Lieutenant-Colonel ; 
Alexander Mcintosh, Major. 

Captains of the First and Second "Regiments, — Charles 
Cotcsworth.Pinckney, Barnard Elliott, Francis Marion, 
William CatteU, Peter Horry, Daniel Horry, Adam 
McDonald, Thomas Lynch, William Scott, John Barn- 
well, Nicholas Eveleigh, James McDonald, Isaac Harles- 
ton, Thomas PTnclcney, Francis Huger, William Mason, 
Edmund JHyrm, Roger Parker Saunders, Charles Motte, 
Benjamin Catfell. . 

First Lieutenants in the First and Second Regiments. 
— Anthony Ashby, James Ladson, Richard Singleton, 
Thomas Elliott, William Olyphant, John Vanderhs>rst, 
Robert Armstrongs John Blake, Glen Drayton, Richard 
Shubrick, Richard Fuller, Thomas Lessesne, Benjamin 
Dickenson, William Charnock, John Moat, Joseph Joor, 
James Peronnejnu., John A- Walter, Thomas Moultrie, 
Alexander McQueen. 



Field Officers of the Regiment of Rangers. — William 
Thomson, Lieutenant-Colonel ; James Mayson, Major. 

Captains of the Rangers. — Samuel Wise, Eli Kershaw, 
Edward Richardson, Ezekiel Polk, Robert Goodwin, 
Thomas Woodward, John Caldwell, Moses Kirkland, 
John Purvis. 

First Lieutenants of the Regiment of Rangers. — John 
Lewis P. Imhoff, Charles Heatley, Allen 'Cameron, Rich- 
ard Winn, John Donaldson, Hugh Middleton, Lewis Du- 
tarque, Francis Boyakin, Samuel Watson. 



JOHN HANCOCK, PRESIDENT, TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, June 10, 1775. 

Gentlemen; The enclosed Resolution of this Congress 
I am directed to transmit you, and to desire you will order 
it to. be executed in as expeditious and secret a manner as 
possible, referring to your judgment the most suitable places 
hf landing it, and where there will be the least risk of in- 
terruption from, the ships-of-war. You will please to con- 
sign it to the Committee of Correspondence in each place, 
with a direction to forward the flour to the Army as soon 
as possible. 

I have it also in charge to recommend to you that the 
flour be transported in small quantities, as there may be 
danger of the enemy; lam, gentlemen, your most obedi- 
ent servant, " John Hancock, President. 

To the Honourable Members of the Provincial Congress of 
New-York. 

NEW-YORK DELEGATES TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. - 

Philadelphia, "June 10, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We are now to acknowledge the honour 
of your despatches of the 7th instant. 

We have long foreseen the difficulties you must be re- 
duced to for want of money. They will not be lessened 
by the resolutions of the Congress of yesterday, recom- 
mending it to you to procure and forward five thousand 
.barrels of flour for the use of the Army at Boston. 

We.communicated the paragraph of your letter, in which 
you complain, that unless the Congress shall make some 
speedy order with relation to the levying of money, it will 
be impossible for you to comply with their farther requests. 
They, however, seem persuaded that their note of credit, 
which accompanies the order for the. supply, will remove 
every obstruction ; and relying on your zeal for the com- 
mon cause, they hope you will be able to throw in this 
provision, which we are apprehensive will- soon, become 
highly necessary. . 

We may venture to hint to' you, that the emission of 
paper money will be discussed on Monday, and we expect 
in the course of next week to be able to present you with 
a determination jof this important business, which will free 
us from much anxiety. 

We shall not fail to attend to what you suggest concern- 
ing the Indians. This is an object to our Colony of the 
highest moment, and we hope in due time will be consi- 
dered by the Cong'ress. We,think the Indians will not be 
disposed to engage in "this unhappy quarrel, unless deceived 
and deluded by misrepresentations, and this, "with vigilance 
and care on our part, can be prevented. As one step to- 
wards it, which we much, applaud^ are the assurances you 
have given the Superintendent of his safety. From the 
temper and customs of the Indians, they would illy brook 
the extinguishing of their council fire ; and had "it been 
damped by any violence to Colonel Johnson's person or 
property, they must have been alarmed and very probably 
excited to extremities. ' ... 

It is much to be. lamented that we are still destitute of 
ammunition. The Government of Connecticut have been 
more provident, or more fortunate, and will be able to sup- 
ply the forces at Ticonderoga with powder. . 

We commend your caution in directing two letters to us 
upon the subject of general officers to command our^Troops. 
What ^ve" wrote to you was in the character of your own 
immediate Delegates, and with a view to discover the 
sense of our Colony, that we might, when this matter came 
to be debated in Congress, be fortified with your. opinion 
and arguments, which, having obtained, we shall, to the 
utmost of our power, enforce your recommendations. 
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Yqur remarks. oiLt'ie resolution of the Continental Con- 
gress relative to taking post at King's (Bridge appear to us 
to be conclusive; we shall, however, lay them before our 
body as soon as the other important matters under consi- 
deration shall Jie.dej.ejmined, - " _ - _ - 

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, 
gentlemen, your most obedient humble servants, 

, ~ 'Philip Livingston, William Floyd. 
James Duane, John Alb.op. .. 

Francis, Lewis, . - 

To the Provincial Congress at New-York. " 



JOHN HANCOCK, PRESIDENT, TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 
CONGRESS, 

. Philadelphia, June 10, 1775. 

- Gentleman: In consequence of your application to 
this Congress for advice respecting a form of Government 
to be adopted in the Massachusetts-Bay, .under your pre- 
sent circumsjaTices, I am directed by the Congress to trans- 
mit you their Resolution thereon, which is here enclosed. 

I am also to inform you that the Congress have been so 
pressed with business that they have been prevented deter- 
hriining upon the other matters mentioned in your letters to 
them, but they will very soon come under their considera- 
tion, and their resolutions thereon shall be forwarded you. 
I also enclose' you a Resolve of Congress for furnishing 
rmy with flour. . This yon will keep secret,_at least 
as far as the nature of it. will admit, as the publication may 
■ give an alarm, which may prevent the good effects of it. 

- Last evening Mr. Fessenden, your express, arrived with 
your •despatches of June 4th, which I shall this morning- 
lay before the Congress, and when considered by Con- 
gress, their determinations shall be immediately transmit- 
ted to you. 

I am, with much esteem, gentlemen, your most obedient 
humble servant, John Hancock, President. 

To the Gentlemen of the Provincial Congress, Massachu- 
■ setts-Bay. 

,'■',- ..-.-, " .In Congress, Friday, June 9, 1775. ' 

Resolved, That no obedience being due to the Act of 
Parliament for altering the Charter of the Colony of Mas- 
sachusftts-Bay, nor to a Governour or Lieutenant-Govern- 
our who will not observe the directions of, but endeavour 
to subveVt, that Charter, the Governour and Lieutenant- 
Governonr areto be considered as absent, and these offi- 
ces 'vacant ;. and as there is no Council there, and the in- 
conveniences arising from the suspension of the powers of 
Government are intolerable, especially at a time wlien 
General Gage hath actually levied war, and is carrying on 
hostilities against His Majesty's peaceable and loyal sub- 
jects of that Colony ; that in order to conform as near as 
may be to the spirit and substance of the Charter, it.be 
i-ecomm ended to the Provincial Congress to write letters, to 
the inhabitants of the,, several places which are entitled to 
representation in' Assembly, requesting them'to choose 
such Representatives; and that the Assembly, when. cho- 
sen, should elect' Counsellors;, which Assembly and Coun- 
cil shoujd exercise' the powers of Government, until a 
Governpuf of His Majesty's appointment will consent to 
govern the Colony according to its Charter. 

A true copy from the Minutes :„ 

: '■-- Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

By order of the Congress : 

. - John Hancock, President. 



THOMAS CliSHTNG TO ELBRIDGE "GfcRRY. 

..■;'.;■' . .. ..:''■ ' Philadelphia, June 10, 1775. 

Sir: Doctor Church will bring with him a vote of the 
Congress advising our people to consider the Governour 
and Lieutenant-Gbyernour as absent, and their offices va-_ 
cant ; and further recommending it to the Provincial Con- 
gress to issue letters .to all such places as are entitled to a 
representation, to choose Representatives, who, when con- 
vened, are advised to. choose Counsellors, agreeable to the 
Charter; which Assembly, together with the Counsellors 
that may be chosen, are advised to carry on the affairs of 
Government until a Governour of His. Majesty's appoint- 
ment will consent to govern according to the directions of 



the Charter. As to giving a credit to pur Provincial note, 
and regulating the Army, you will hear further 'from the 
Congress soon. The bearer carries a recommendation to 
the. other Colonies to supply you with all the powder they 
can safely spare. 

In 'great haste, I- am, with respect, your most humble 
servant, Thomas Cdshing. 

Mr. Elbridge Gerry, JFateftoum. 

P. S. Pray let me hear from you soon concerning my dear 
Country.. Must refer you for particulars to Dr. Church. 



ROBERT TREAT PAINE TO ftBR^poV GERRY. 

. Philadelphia, Juno 10, 1775. 

My dear Sir .:. I cannot express to you the surprise and 
uneasiness I received on hearing. the Congress express re- 
specting the want of gunpowder;" it always was a matter 
that lay heavy on my mind ; but the observation I made 
of your attention to it, and your alertness and perseve- 
rance in every thing you undertake, and your repeatedly 
.expressing it as your opinion that we had probably enough 
for this summer's campaign, made me quite easy." I rely 
upon it, that measures are' taken in your parts of the Con- 
tinent to supply this defect. ^The design of your express 
will be zealously attended ..to, I think. I have seen one of 
the powder-mills here, where they makeexcellent pow- 
der, but have worked up all the .nitre,, One .of pur .members 
is concerned 'in a powder-mill at New-York, and has a man 
at. work making nitre. I have taken pains to inquire into 
the method. Dpctor Franklin has seen saltpetre works at 
Hanover and Paris; and it strikes me to be a,s. unnecessa- 
ry, after a certain time, to send abrpadJor gunpowder as for 
bread, provided people will make use of common under- 
standing and industry ; but for the present we must import 
from abroad. Major Foster told me at Hartford' he sus- 
pected he had some land that would'yield nitre ; pray con- 
verse with him about it. Doctor Franklirf's account is 
much the same as is mentioned in one of the first of the 
American magazines; the sweepings of the streets and 
rubbish pf old buildings are made into mortar, and built 
into walls, exposed to the air, and once in about two 
months scraped, and lixiviated, and evaporated. " When I 
can describe the method more minutely I will write you ; 
mean while give me leave to condole" with, you the loss of 
Colonel Lee. . Pray remember "me to Colonel Ome, and 
all other our worthy friends. Pray take care of your im- 
portant health, that you may be able to stand stiff as a 
pillar in our new Government. 

I must now subscribe, with great respect and affection, 
your humble servant, ^ . R. T. Paine. 

JOHN HANCOCK, PRESIDENT, TO 'neW-HAMPSHIr"e ; CON- 
- . GRESS. '['__ 

- Philadelphia," June 10, 1775. 

Sir : By order of the Congress I transmit to you the 
enclosed Resolutions passed by the Congress this morning. 
The necessity of the present emergency requires a speedy 
compliance with the first, respecting the supply of powder 
to the Army ; and I need not inform you, that the nature 
of the .service requires that it should be done with as much 
secrecy as possible. . If there are anystrpplies of powder 
to be purchased itiyour Colony, you will readily see the 
propriety of engaging it for the' use of the, Continental 
Army, .and informing the General of the'Army thereof, as 
well as, Sir, your* most obedient humble servant, 

_ John Hancock, President. 

To the President of the Provincial Congress,"or Commit- 
tee of the Colony of Neiv-Hampshire. 
P. S. lam directed by the Congress to request you will 
please to transmit to them, as soon as may be, an estimate 
of the powder, aims, and ammunition in you/ Colony, in- 
cluding; private as well as publick stocks. Yoor humble 
servant, &c. . - \ , - 

NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO TREtR 'DELEGATES. 
[Read in Congress June 14, lt?5.] 
In Provincial Congress, New-York, June 10, 1775. 

Gentlemen : A certain Captain Coffin being suspected 
pf taking on board his vessel provisions .for the Army and 
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Navy at Boston, though consigned to persons at Rhode- 
Island, we have thought proper to delay his voyage until 
we have the sentiments of the General Congress on the 
subject. Our reason of suspicion is this, that it hath been 
intimated to" us, that Messrs. Lopez and Roam, to whpm 
grea't part of the cargo is assigned, are commissioned to 
supply those articles to the Army and Navy, which is 
done; as is alleged, by suffering vessels which contain pro- 
visions to lie in the harbour unladen until seized by a ship- 
of-vvar, according to agreement for that purpose. 

We should have made inquiry and order in the premises, 
but that one of our sister Colonies being concerned, it 
might tend to create divisions among us at a time when 
unanimity is so necessary to the publick safety. 

We are, gentlemen, your most obedient humble ser- 
vants. • By order of the Congress : 

P. V. B. Livingston, President. 

To the New- York Delegates at" the Continental Congress. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO GOVERNOTJR TRUMBULL. 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, June 10, 1775, 
Sir : Since our former letters to your Company on the 
subject of gunpowder, by application to a neighbouring 
Colony we have procured a quantity, which we cheer- 
fully spare, as we apprehend it will be most acceptable to 
our brethren of the Massachusetts- Bay. For the more 
speedy despatch, we would ask the favour of you to. issue, 
out of your most easterly magazine, six hundred and fifty- 
five pounds, weight, and forward to the American camp at 
Boston, and we shall immediately replace it, the like quan- 
tity being already on the way tp your Colony. 

We are, Sir, your most obedient and humble servants. 
By order of the Congress : 
' • P. y. B_. Livingston. President. 

Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Governour of Connecticut. 

P. S. As we have given a receipt for the powder to 
our neighbouring Colony, you will please to direct the like 
to be given us. 

ROBERT BOYD, JUN., TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

, . New-Windsor, June 10, 1775. 

. Gentlemen : In consequence of a resolve of this hon- 
ourable Convention, passed the 6th instant, Mr. Henry 
Watkeys hath waited on me for the purpose of fixing a 
plan for making muskets, bayonets, he, agreeable to said 
resolve; and after mature deliberation on the subject, I find 
that the expense of manufacturing a gun-barrel, bayonet, 
and steel rammer, (which are the parts Mr. Watlceys 
would assign me,) will amount to thirty-two shillings cur- 
rency; this, I think, will be the extent, but dare not fix it 
lower previous to making trial. Gentlemen, it would give 
me particular pleasure to have a manufactory of this kind 
established in this Province;' and beliteve me, that if you 
shall be pleased to appoint me as one to bear a part in 
the execution thereof, I will exert my utm.ost skill in en- 
deavouring to give satisfaction, both respecting price and 
quality; but must remind you, gentlemen, that in order to 
facilitate the business, it will be necessary to fix machine- 
ry, and provide a number of tools not necessary in other 
business, the expense of which will amount to about one 
hundred Pounds; this sum will be requisite previous to 
the undertaking; and if. a contract can be obtained for one 
thousand barrels, &c, the money advanced shallbe dis- 
counted on the first payment ; if, on the contrary, it shall 
be judged by the honourable Congress" inexpedient to 
prosecute the plan proposed, the sum advanced must be 
considered as sunk. 

I am, gentlemen, with due esteem, your most obedient 
and humble servant, Robert Boyd, Junior. 

The Honourable the.Provincial Congress for the Colony of 

New-York, nw convened in the City of New- York. 



Captain Ebenezer Marvin; Captain Remember Baker; 
Captain George White ; Captain James Noble, com- 
mandant at this place; Captain Amos Chappie; Captain. 
Wait Hopkins; Captain Joseph McCracken; Captain 
John Grand; Captain Barnabas Barnum; Captain 
James Wills ; Lieutenant Ira Allen; Lieutenant Oliver 
Parmcrly; Isaac Hitchcock, Commissary ; Stephen Bay, 
clerk to Major Elmore. 

Honoured Sirs : We, whose names are prefixed above, 
do in council approve of and nominate Colonel Ethan Al- 
£e;i, -Captain Seth Warner, and Captain Remember Baker, 
to meet you in Congress, to consult and have your advice 
upon tins move, which w'e have understood that you have 
approved; we are now in possession of Ticonderoga and 
Crown Pointy And this day, at five o'clock, our armed 
sloop and schoc-ners arrived here and furnished us with in- 
telligence,That about three hundred of the Regular forces 
were at St. John's, fortifying and intrenching upon the 
Grants, near this place. We think it might be practicable, 
in case of emergency, to raise about five hundred men, in 
case (as they are poor) of encouragement. Colonel Allen 
has behaved, in this affair, very singularly Temarkable for 
his courage, and must, in duty ? recommend him to you and 
the whole Continent. " ■ " "--_' 

A number of gentlemen, among whom were Major El- 
more, of Connecticut, and Colonel Easton, of Pittsfield, 
contributed, as a present, to a number of Indians of the 
Caughnawagas and Captain Ninham, of Stockbridgc, 
largely, out of their own pockets, who ask no fee nor re- 
ward ; "ft was given upon their assurance of friendship. 
The majority of us have seen the marks of his abuse that 
he had received at St. Jjohn's from the Regulars ; they . 
assure us, (and we believe that the Indians wilLmeddle in 
no way,) that they understand this affair to be a family 
dispute. Samv/el Elmeu, President. 



ELISHA HEWES TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGftESS. . 

Fort Pown^ll, June 10, 1775. " 

Honourable Sir: I expect m.y letters, sent by Cap- 
tain Buck, will reach you before Captain Lane, who will 
be impeded with his charge. I hope none will rob him of 
the honour he alone deserves (under the. smile? of Heaven) 
for the success he has. met with in his tour up our river. 
I hope we shall have more of his company, if our troubles 
continue ; you cannot send a man thai can act more for. 
the service and interest of the Country. I dare not ask a 
"written answer to this, or mine by Buck, but a. few words 
will be highly acceptable to, Sir, your very humble ser- 
vant, " - Elisha Hewes. 
To Joseph Warren, Esquire, President of the Provincial 

Congress. " - 



Crown Point, Juno 10, 1775. 

To the Honourable the Continental Congress of, North- 
America, held at Philadelphia : 

Colonel Ethan Allen ; Major Samuel Elmore, of the Con- 
necticut Farms; Colonel James Easton, of Pittsfield ; 
Captain Seth Warner; Captain Hezekiah Balding ;- 



COMMITTEE OF CONWAY TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 

- ' s ' Conway, June 10, 1775. 

Sir : Last Monday we had a T,own-meeting ; a copy of 
the same will be shown to you by Mr. Burbank, one c-f 
our Committee ; and as he is not acquainted with any 
of the Congress, we have recommended him lo you, and 
hope you will direct and assist him in the business he is 
sent upon, Sir, it is needless to mention any "thing con- 
cerning our situation on the frontiers of this Province, for 
it is' well. known to you, and most pari of those gentlemen 
appointed and chosen for the Congress. r But although 
we are at such a distance from you, we. are willing to do 
every thing in our power in support of the common cause ; 
but, under our present situation, we are neither able to 
defend ourselves or assist you, if there should ~be occasion," 
for reasons which we shall mention. In the first place, 
there is a number of our men enlisted and gone into the 
service, we think about fourteen or fifteen, from this Town. 
The most part of those who are left have no provision to 
support themselves and families, but what they must bring 
from, some seaport, and but very few have any money to 
purchase ; and not more than half of the Town have got 
any arms, arfd those who have got arms have scarcely any 
ammunition. Therefore', as Mr. Burbank and myself are 
appointed to make application for amis and amfnunition, 
we thought, as you were the one man, to make our first 
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application to you; and are confident you will do what 
you can, that he may have ^uch warlike stores as he wants, 
if they are, to be had, or to assist and advise him what 
steps to take so that we may be provided ; and that he 
may be despatched back as soon as 'possible: for we have 
reason to be suspicious of the Indians, and, were we able, 
would keep a scout in the woods daily, to discover their 
motions; but without the assistance of the Province, of 
ourselves we are not able ; for there are so. many of our 
young men enlisted, that all the men that are left are not 
sufficient to carry on our farming. Therefore, we shall be 
under the necessity of asking or petitioning the Congress 
for some men, to be employed as a scouting party, to guard 
this quarter of the frontiers; but we are afraid these mat- 
ters will be Qtnjtted until it is top late. We shall esteem 
it a favour if the Congress will give us directions what to 
do, or what steps to take, for weare fully determined to 
adhere .strictly to all .orders that may come from the Con- 
gress. - 

We expected to have been called upon to send a mem- 
ber to the__Congress, but we suppose- our being at such a 
distance left us to be forgot. We shall come down as 
soon as Burbank returns'. Any arms lor ammunition that 
we want, we are ready to make over our estates for secu- 
rity, but as to money r , at present we have none. 

In hopes, Sir, you will do and assist us all you can, I 
subscribe, myself, your obedient humble servant, 

Signed in behalf of the Town and Committee : 

Andrew McMullen. 

To Colonel'M. Thornton. 



THYON COUNTY (NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Tryon County, on 
Sunday, the eleventh j of June, 1775, at the house of Gosen 
Van AJstyn: Upon reading Letters from the Provincial 
Congress, dated the thirty-first of May, and third of June, 
1775, recommending the appointing of Deputies to meet in 
Congress with the Deputies of the different Counties at 
New-York, the question being put, whether any should be 
sent down ? was, carried in the affirmative. 

This Committee having great confidence in the integrity 
and ability of Christopher P. Yates and Jolin Malett, Es- 
quires, do resolve that the said Christopher P. Yates, and 
John Malett, be appointed, and are accordingly appointed, 
to be Deputies to attend the Provincial Congress without 
"delay, and to act,_in conjunction with the members of that 
body, upon the very alarming and calamitous situation of 
British America. By order of the Committee: 

• Nicholas Herkimer, Chairman pro tern. 
: Andrew Fincte, Jun., Clerk? 



MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO CONTINEN.TAL CONGRESS. 

[Read in Congress Juno ,19, 1775.] 
In Provincial .Congress, Watertown, June 11, 1775. 

Resolved unanimously, That' the following address be im- 
mediately transmitted to the honourable American Congress 
now sitting at Philadelphia. 

Mat it please your Honours : The situation of any 
Colony or People, perhaps, was never before such as made 
it more fiece'ssary for fully exercising the powers of civil 
.government than the present state and situation of the Col- 
ony of the .Massachiisetts-Bay, 

The embarrassments, delays, disappointments, and ob- 
structions, in executing every undertaking necessary for the 
preservation of our. lives, and, much more, of our property, 
are so great and rrjany, as that they cannot be represented 
or enumerated; and that is chiefly to be attributed to our 
want of a settled civil polity or government. Besides, 
eve,ry thing necessary for the abovesaid most important pur- 
poses, which is, in some degree, effected, is done in the 
most expensive manner, in that although the times we are 
fallen into, and the prospects before us are such as require 
the utmosleepnQmy ; yet nothing of the kind can be pre- 
served, injour present state. 

There,are, in many parts of the Colony, alarming symp- 
toms of the abatement of the sense in the minds of some 
people of. thejacredn.ess of private property, which is 
plainly assignable to the" want of civil government; and 



your Honours must be fully sensible that a community of 
goods and estate "will soon be followed with the utter vvaste 
and destruction of the goods themselves. Besides, the 
necessity of civil government appears more and more ap- 
parent, from the extreme difficulty of maintaining the pub- 
lick peace without it ; although we can truly say, much fewer 
enormities and breaches of the peace have happened among 
us, than it was natural to expect from the contemplation of 
such a state as we have been cast into. 

May it please your Honours, the pressing weight of our 
distresses has necessitated the sending a special post to ob- 
tain your immediate advice upon this subject, and we do 
most earnestly entreat that you would, as soon as possible, 
despatch the messenger with such advice. - 

.. Our former application to you, of the sixteenth of May 
last, has rendered it Unnecessary that we should further en- 
large upon the subject; and to prevent repetition, we beg 
leave to refer you to our letter of that date. 

The Army under the command of General Gage, we 
estimate to amount to at Least five thousand men, well ap- 
pointed, under the command of Generals of character and 
experience, and prepared with, every thing necessary for 
action, exclusive of the additional strength derived from 
negroes, which the General has talven into his. service, and 
disaffected Americans ; and we have great reason to appre- 
hend a re-enforcement of at least eight regiments of Foot, 
and one of Horse, may be hourly expected. We enclose 
a copy of an intercepted letter from Major Sherrijf, which 
exhibits to you one ground of that apprehension. 

We have had under our corrsideratlonjlie propriety and 
necessity of augmenting our Army, notwithstanding our 
great embarrassments, and though we have not yet adopted 
it, nothing perhaps but the more ample provision of the 
neighbouring Colonies will relieve that necessity. 

The depredations and piracies frequently committed on 
our sea-coasts, and the little trade which remains to us, 
whereby, among other capital articles, the importation of 
ammunition and provision is almost totally obstructed, and 
threatens our ruin, has also occasioned our contemplating 
steps to prevent these inconveniences, by fitting out a num- 
ber of armed vessels, with sufficient strength to encounter 
their small though ntfmerdus cutters. - - 

We. shall only add, that as the seat of war and alTthe 
attendant distresses have, for the present, taken their prin- 
cipal residence here, we should consider it as' a happy event 
if you should think proper to adjourn to some part of the 
Continent not so far. distant, that the advice .and aid of the 
Continent" may be more expeditiously afforded upon any 
emergency. 

We have, may it please your Honours, the honour to be 
your most obedient humble servants, 

By order of Congress :" 

-- Joseph Hawley, Vice-President. 

Attest: Samuel Freeman, Secretary. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON TO A GENTLEMAN 
IN VIRGINIA, DATED JUNE, 12, 1775. 

We have had the news of the skirmish at Concord be- 
tween the King's Troops and^the Provincials for some time 
past; and yesterday it was confirmed by an express from 
General Gage to Government, in the Sukey, Capt. Brown. 
The first advice many (especially the Court party) threw 
away, declaring it to be an absolute lie, and wished Govern- 
ment would secure the person who" brought it, although we 
had the Salem paper brought by. Captain John Derby, who 
said that the account was as particular as could be collected 
at the time of his departure ; but now they believe it to 
their shame, that eighteen hundred disciplined troops ran 
away from a handful of brave Yankees. I believe that 
seven-eighths of this Country would willingly fight for us 
against the King's Troops, if it were possible for them to 
get to you. The Americans bear the greatest applause 
here of any people in the world, and I hope they may now 
stand firm, for it is not in the„power of Government to send 
out any more troops. I had the honour of being sent for 
by Sir John Warren, who is nephew to the late Admiral, 
and a great friend to America, with whom I breakfasted. 
We had all the American affairs over, and he positively de- 
clared there .were not seven. thousaiuLof the King's Troops 
both in England and Ireland ; and be hoped the Ameri- 
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Wfls would stand firm to each other; and then they might 
have the affair settled as they liked ; For, says he, it is im- 
possible for this Country to do without you, neither can 
they subdue"you. 



ON THE DISTURBANCES IN AMERICA. 

London, June 12, 1775. 

Whether this is the best or possible worlds, is a point with 
which the politician has nothing to do ; he must take men 
as they are, and, till the period of the milleniuin." arrives, 
wars and tumults will possess their full number of pages in 
the history of mankind, A too eager love of peace, the 
child of pusillanimity, will be generally found a prelude to 
the most destructive scenes of blqod and slaughter. "When- 
ever unavoidable danger presents itself, prudence directs us 
to face it boldly. Shall our humanity induce us to leave 
the contest, so big with" danger, to our immediate descend- 
ants? Forbid it justice and paternal affection. Thepro- 
bability of success, which is now on pur side, will be against 
them. Yet, shall we give. up the sovereignty in America, 
their right of inheritance, and the price of. so many care? 
and of so much blood and treasure, without some struggle? 
Though they, If the contest was deferred till their day, 
might probably fail and involve the British Empire in ruin, 
yet we, by a spirited conduct, now may shelter them from 
the danger, and procrastinate the event. 

The Bostonians Jiave been guilty of numberless acts of 
rebellion, whjch have. n.o other real foundation than their 
opinion that they can resist With success. On the slightest 
occasion, large bodies of men appear in arms, with the 
avowed intention of fighting the King's Troops. Let them 
have their humour. In every essential point of view they 
are the enemies of Great Britain, and their insults must 
not be forgiven becatfse they are dangerous — so dangerous", 
that suppose them defeated, suppose them suing for forgive- 
ness with all the humility which may be expected from 
their present Insolence, they must not be forgiven ; they can ' 
never .be again entitled to the protection and encouragement 
of the Mother Country. Their soil and climate, their grow- 
ing manufactories of iron and wool, their ship-building, a.nd 
even their industry, are our 'natural, our irreconcilable ene- 
mies. The Colonists must not only be defeated, but, as far 
as it is in our power, the Colonies destroyed. This may 
be done without ffiuch of that, qarnage which is so dreaded 
by us. The steady and inflexible regulations of policy, by 
which every source of trade or manufactures must be cut 
off from theJVorthein Colonies, and every possible encou- 
ragement given to settlements in warmer latitudes, can alone 
eftect it. Indigo, rice, rum, sugar, cotton, silk, "and the 
various productions r of the tiopicks, are commodities we 
.want, and the habits of life in southern climates will forever 

Srevent their interfering with our laborious manufactories. 
_ lutual wants are the true foundation of trade and political 
friendship, and Colonies established without this permanent 
view, have ever been the ruin of the Mother Country. We 
want nothing from" the Colony most dangerous to us, but 
provisions and lumber for. the islands ; and these it frill fur- 
nish, even were it in a much less cultivated and improved 
state than .it now is. . 

The Americans^ are fond of repeating their arguments, 
though it seems agreed on all sides that it is time that ac- 
tion should commence. .1 shall not, therefore, enter into 
those reasons by which a Mother Country may be justified 
in ruining a Colony which has been, found prejudicial to 
her ; they deny the debt of gratitude, by asserting that we 
raised and supported them from motives of interest alone. 
Admit this to be true, we raised them at an .immense'ex- 
pense, with permanent views of political advantage. They 
are now found to be not barely detrimental, but highly 
dangerous .to us. The. same policy will teach us to destroy 
that which we have been mistaken in defending and sup- 
porting. This cannot be done withodt much private injury 
and publick calamity, but in disputes of this magnitude 
they are unavoidable. In the management of natural con- : 
cerns, the lesser evil must he resolutely chosen, and to listen 
to the complaints of unavoidable evil is a dangerous hu- 
manity, and will have the same effect as the most con- 
temptible weakness.' Sbal^we, to avoid the effusion of 
human blood, give up the sovereignty of America without 
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a blow? What kind of. philanthropy must that be which 
can resolve on this, and survey, with a steady eye, the 
dreadful prospects of calamity arid ruin which will imme- 
diately overwhelm the British Empire, if, by our tameness, 
or by American resolution, the Colonies "are torn from us. 
Expedients, in a dispute so rooted as this is, were always 
ridiculous, and are" now. by all parties given up. What 
trivial nonsense are affidavits, to'prove who fired first The 
moment the Americans attempted to raise troops, with the. 
avowed intention of resisting Government by force, the first 
bullet should have been fired ; and that we have so long de- 
ferred it is an errour, for which we shall be severely pun- 
ished. .We ought,_long ere now, to havq been as unanimous 
as the Americans in perceiving that the voice of necessity, 
and the great vortex of, human affairs, is too powerful to be 
confined by the forms of a constitution. The sword alone 
can_decide this dispute, and he [s a traitor to his Country 
who does not contribute every thing in his power torn-e- 
vent the ruin of the British. Empire, which will immedi- 
ately take place if we are defeated. 



■ • - ■ SOUTH-CAROLINA PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

--■-■■ ■ - Charlestown, Monday, June 12, 1775. 

Resolved, That any person having violated or refused 
obedience to the authority of the Provincial Congress, shall, 
by the Committee of the District' or" Parish in which such 
offender resides, be questioned relative'thereto'; and upon 
due conviction of either of the offences "aforesaid, and con- 
tinuing contumacious, such person shall, by such .Commit- 
tee, be declared and advertised an enemy to the liberties of 
America, and an object of the resentment of the publick ; 
and that the said Committee shall be supported in so doing. 

Resolved, 'That it be recommended to the inhabitants 
of the Parishes of St. Philip and St. Michael, when they 
attend Divine service in places of publick worship, to take 
with them their fire-arms and ammunition. ' 

By order of the Congress :.. - ... 

Peter Timothy, Secretary. 

'_,' y In Provincial Congress, Charlcstowni June 12, 1775. 
. The Provincial, Congress having received an intimation 
that certain persons have already bought up, and others are' 
now buying up, Indian Corn, with design to take advantage 
of the times, hare ".'.-. ._ - ' 

Resolved, That such engrossing is intolerable, and, ought 
not to be suffered in - this time of scarcity/ 

Resolved, also, That such persons as may have bought 
up Indian Corn, ought not to sell it an advanced price, and 
that proper information ought immediately to." be laid be- 
fore the Congress or General Committee.- - _ 

Ordered, That the foregoing "Resolves be forthwith 
printed, and made publick. 

By order of the Congress : ''-...'.■' 

Peter'Timothy, Secretary. 



some thoughts on the constitution" or The British 
EMTIRE, 'AND. the controVejisy between : gk1Eat bri 

TAIN AND THE;aMERIC:a! 'COLONICS, 

: ' , '".'." ■""; a " *'"-;.** ^"Thiladelpliia/June 12, 1775. 

As all lawful Government is founded jn compact, it be-, 
hooves those :who claim authority, fo prove that they have it. 
English Government is territorial, that. is, it is limited to" 
certain districts of territory"; and owning lands within these 
limits gives a right to participate in the"GoV§rnrnent ; and 
those who- own the lands have a right to fix" the ^erms on 
which others-may reside within the jurisdiction. Thisprinci- 
pie seems to be founded on the law of nature, and therefore 
those who are not freeholders are justly bound by the laws 
of the land, though they have no vote/in i electing me'mbers 
of Parliament, and not on the principle of virtual represen- 
tation ; yet they have this security, that the 'freeholders and 
other inhabitants are governed by the same laws. 

A civil society or state is a number of proprietors of land 
within certain limits, united by compact or mutual agree- 
ment for making laws, and appointing persons to execute 
those laws for their common benefit. 

The British Empire consists of such societies, subject 
to one King, each having a distinct legislature : "such is the 
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Realm of Grent Britain, the Realm of Ireland, and each 
Englisfi^Colonj m America. - > 

, This jJpctrlne of distinct Dominions or States, subject to 
the same Crown, is not a new doctrine, but was known in 
the " EngtisK'Ks-Uoia long before the settlement of the Ame- 
rican Colonies, as is well known to all who are acquainted 
\vi\hthe~EngEsnlihtory. One instance of this kind will 

' appear". by 'the following extract from a petition presented to 
the King of England by the inhabitants of the County 
palatine of Chester, in the year 1450, wherein they say : 
"The said County is and hath been a County palatine, as 
well before the conquest of England as continually since, 
withjn which County you and. all your noble progenitors, 
since U came into your hands, have liad your High Courts 
of Parliament,"and no p'ossessioners or inheritors within the 
said County be hot chargeable or liable, nor have not been 
bounden, charged, nor hurt of their bodies, liberties, fran-" 
eblses, lands, goods, nor possessions, within the same Coun- 
ty, but by such laws as they have agreed unto; and also, 
they have no Knights, Citizens, nor Burgesses, nor ever 
had of the said County to any Parliament holden out of the 
said County, whereby they- might by any way of reason 
be bounded," &ic. Whereupon the King discharged them 
from' paying -a subsidy granted by act of the Parliament 
of England held at Westminster, notwithstanding that 
County vvas expressly named in the act. 

yfhence, then, doth the Parliament of Great Britain 
derive the authority it* claims to make statutes to bind the 
people of the Colonies in America, and other Dominions 
of the Crown, not within that Realm, nor represented in 
that Parliament, but who. have Parliaments of their own ? 
Is tins clalmfounded in compact? . Where is the evidence 

"ofsucH a compact?' The landholders in America are not 
incorporated with "those of Britain for the purpose of legis- 
lation", nof'does their being owners of real estates in Ame- 
rica (to any amount) entitle them to a voice in the election 
of any members of. the British Parliament. Should it be 

' said that the Colonists were subjects of the Crown of Eng- 
land, and members of that State before their emigration, 
arid therefore must continue so unless they can show that 
they are discharged by some* express agreement ; it may 
be answered, that their compact as members of that State 
was, in the nature of it, limited to their ctontjnuance in that 
Realm, and consequently was discharged by their emigra- 
tion. Should' it be farther inquired, howjs it that they 
continue subjects of the Crown of England or Great Bri- 
tain .sinbe their emigration, if their relation to' that State 
was, dissolved? I answer, that the people of each Colony, 
either before oFsoon after their emigration, entered into 
particular compacts with the Kings of England to con- 
tinue in allegiance to them, their heirs, and successors, and 
also as to their particular" forms of Government, which ap- 
pears by Charters, royal Proclamations, and the laws "and 
regulations in each Colony, made by the mutual consent of 
the King and the people.. But it may be further objected, 
that the British Parliament hath, from time to time, made 
laws to. bind the Colonies, which have been acquiesced in 
for more than a century past, by which it appears that it 
was mutually understood tbatthe Parliament had authority 
to make such laws. . To which if may be answered, that 
when the Parliament of England first attempted to exer- 
cise legislative authority over the Dominions of the Crown 
out of that. Realm, their authority was denied^by Ireland, 

• Virginia, ancT the' ancient Colony of the Massachusetts-, 
Bay. The last mentioned Colony refused and neglected Jo 
yield any obedience to the acts of Parliament for regulating 
the Plantation trade in. the reign of King Charles the Se- 
cond, from the year 1600 to 1675, when the King wrote 
to the. Governpur. and Company of that Colony, requiring 
their conformity to said acts ; to which they returned an 
answer, that they bad not conformed to them because they 
judged them to be an infringement of their rights, for that 
the authority of the Parliament was limited by'the four 
seas; but as His Majesty had signified to them that it was 
his pleasure that they should conform to said regulations, 
they had enjoined obedience" to them by an act of their 
own ; for which the King, in another letter, returned them 
his thanks. Tins shows, bow'some of tbe Colonies under- 
stood the Constitution while some persons were living who 
"were" active WsettlThg the terms of it. Now, can the con- 



formity of some individuals in the Colonies to acts of Par- 
liament, from motives of necessity or convenience, be con- 
strued as die. consent of the Colonies to the authority of the 
Parliament to make laws to bind them? Some suppose 
there is a, superintending power in the British Parliament 
over the Colonies, resulting from the nature of colonization 
and their relation to the parent State, especially for regu- 
lating and restraining their trade,, But how can parental 
authority be applied to support or illustrate such a princi- 
ple ? A parent has a natural, right to govern his children 
during their minority and continuance in bis. family, but 
has no such authority over thereafter they arrive at full 
age, and are settled in families of their own, .A mutual 
affection, friendship, and regard to each other's interests 
ought always to subsist between' parents" and children, and 
likewise between parent States and. their. Colonies, but no 
connexion in Government buf what isjbundgdi.n mutual 
compact. JVor.can the arbitrary demands, or exactions of 
any parent States from their Colonies, be a foundation to 
determine what, is right in the present case. 
. It has been urged as a reason why the Colonies should 
acknowledge a right in the Britisli Parliament to make 
laws to regulate their trade, that rip. Colony Legislature is 
competent for that purpose, their authority being confined 
to the limits of their respective Colonies. But if the au- 
thority of the British Parliament fs limited to that Realm, 
it is no more competent to make^a Taw to extend without 
the limit of its jurisdiction than a Colony Legislature. But 
it is further s.aid that Great Britain, by her Navy, has 
power to enforce obedience to herjaws of, trade and navi- 
gation, therefore the people of the whole Empire must sub- 
mit to" them; and that she protects their trade, and there- 
fore it is reasonable that she should regulate it so as" may 
be most conducive to the good of the Nation. To which 
it may be replied, that upon the two last mentioned con- 
siderations the people of the Colonies, have, for about a 
century past, cheerfully consented to the operation, of such 
acts of the British Parliament as are limited tQ the regula- 
tion of their external commerce for the mutual advantage of 
Great Britain and her Colonies, and seem still disposed 
to persevere.in the. same line of conduct, so that no contro- 
versy will be likely to arise on that subject but what may 
relate to the justice'or utility of particular regulations ; and 
the only way to remove thaf ground of controversy is, for 
the Legislature of each Colony to confirm, by their own acts, 
all such laws of trade as are to be executed within their 
respective jurisdictions ; which doubtless they would readily: 
agree to, and by that means the acts of trade would be 
more strictly observed. But as' .the present inquiry is, 
whether the British Parliament hath .authority to make 
laws to bind the people of the Colonies in any case without 
their consent, it may be well to consider that. there is art 
important "distinction between authority to command, and 
power to enforce submission, and also between an equitable 
claim in Great Britain to receive a_ compensation from tho 
Colonies for protecting their trade, and her haying a legis- 
lative authority Otfer them to compel them to. make that 
compensation in any particular, way without their consent. 
And why has not the Parliament as good a right to compel 
them to make such compensation by laws imposing duties 
on their imports and exports, as by restraining their trade ? ■ 
But if all lawful Government is .foTrnded in compact, the 
Parliament cannot have right in either case to make laws . 
to bind the people of the Colonies without their consent. 
According to Lord Sower's opinion, the right of the 
people to share in legislation is so necessary" for the pre? 
servation of the society, that they cannot part with it even 
by their own consent. Take the opinion oTthat celebrated 
author in his own. words. : "Amongst all the rights and 
privileges appertaining unto us, that of having a share in the 
legislation, and being to be governed by such laws as we our- 
selves shall choose, is the most fundamental and essential, 
aswelj as the most beneficial; for thereby we are "enabled 
to make such successive and contlnuaj provisions as to the 
preservation oTthe society, and. the promoting either the 
temporal or eternal welfare of the, subject, as shah fee found 
expedient, fee. No man or society of men have power to 
deliver their preservation, or the means orit, to the abso- 
lute will of any man, and they will have always a right 
to preserve #hat |hey have not power to part with, 1 * 
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Should it be inquired, wbat. is the. constitutional con- 
nexion between these several distinct States which com- 
pose' the British Empire? it may be answered, they are 
all united under one Crown, subjects of the same Prince, 
ariose person, crown, and dignity, they are all. obliged to 
maintain and defend to their utmost ability, against all ene- 
mies, and opposers whatsoever; therefore the enemies of 
any one of the Dominions of the Crown are, the common 
enemies of all the subjects of the Crown, and it is the duty 
of all to afford their aid for common defence in time of war, 
and to be prepared for it in time of peace. Also, the su- 
preme executive and one branch of the legislative authority 
being lodged in the. Crown, a similarity in the laws and 
' administration of justice, is thereby preserved in all the 
several Dominions. Also, the King's subjects have a com- 
mon right to participate in all privileges and immunities in 
any of the Dominions of the Crown, if they remove from 
one jurisdiction to another, unless that right, he abridged, by 
some positive law. ; 

This union of Great Britain and the Colonies, under 
the same Crown, differs from the case of Hanover, which 
is at present subject t6 the same King, .who holds that 
Dominion by a different title, and not as King of Great 
Britain.. So that if he should' resign the British Crown, 
his right of dominion over Hanover would remain, but.not 
Over°the American Colonies; for they agreed with the 
Kings of England to.be subject; to them, their heirs, and 
-successors, which will oblige them to be subject to the King 
of England for the time being, so long as it may be sub- 
servient to the great end of civil Government— the pubhck 
good. The union of Great Britain and the Colonies into 
one State is, from their situation, impracticable, and every 
beneficial purpose may, by a prudent administration, be 
well answerer! by their union in the Crown, while they 
continue' distinct jurisdictions for civil Government. 

The Legislature of each Dominion can grant the neces- 
sary aids for common defence, and agree to laws for regu- 
lating trade and other .matters of general concern, which 
-will bind" the people within their respective jurisdictions. 
Their common safety and interest will induce them to agree 
to what may appear to be for the publick good ; and to 
facilitate this agreement among' the Colonies, Delegates 
may be chosen by their respective' Assemblies, to meet in 
general Congress, to agree on such matters as shall be re- 
ferred to their consideration, and report their opinion to the 
several Colony Legislatures for. their final determination. 
Thus all may co-operate for their common benefit^ and 
security, while all enjoy equal privileges and immunities ; 
and the British. Empire, by a due attention to tlie .true 
principles of the Constitution, may become, the most pow- 
erful, happy, and glorious, of any in the world. 



to give orders for the removal of some soldiers' wives and 
children, infected with the small-pox, out of this City, and 
to take measures to preyent their becoming a Parish 

charge. ------ 

Ordered, That John Lamb, William Laight, Joseph 
Bull, and George Jan ew ay be a Committee to wait on 
Dr.. Bptts, to inquire into the truth of his having lately 
inoculated, for the small-pox. ... 



COMMITTEES IN ULSTER COUNTY TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Newburgh, June 12, 1775. 
Gentlemen : In consequence of a resolve in Provincial 
Congress, -passed the 7th instant, where it is declared that 
whenever doubts should arise in the minds of individuals 
relative to the resolutions and recommendatidns f either 
the Continental or our Provincial Congresses, it is the duty 
of such persons to apply to your Board for an' explanation 
thereof: -Therefore, gentlemen, willing to walk in the path 
of duty, as far as we have knpwledge of the same, vye, in 
behalf of the Committees for the Precincts oj New-Marl- 
borough, New'burgh, and New- Windsor, do hereby apply 
for an explanation of the words" in your resolve of the 
29th of May last, which is as follows: "And that such 
persons in those Counties or Districts who. have not ap- 
pointed Committees, as shall be appointed by the members 
of this Congress, respecting such Counties and Districts 
respectively," &c. As we cannot ascertain what ideas the 
honourable Congress means, to convey by' "these, words, 
they will pardon the freedom we take in requesting an ex- 
planation. We are at a loss, also, what is intendedin the 
resolve of the Congress of the 31st of May last; where it is 
recommended to the inhabitants of this Colony in general 
to provide arms, &c, and to use all diligence in acquiring 
knowledge in the'military art, and, if necessary, to join 
themselves into companies for" the. purpose aforesaid. With 
all due deference to the honourable. Congress, we humbly 
conceive that the words " if necessary" leaves the matter 
indifferent whether the inhabitants .of this Colony do form 
themselves into companies or not; if they do not, we beg 
to be informed which way we are to acquire the art recom- 
mended. ... 

Gentlemen, your answer to our. requests. . will much 
oblige a number of your constituents, as also your humble 
servants, ' Benjamin Carpenter, 

Chairman of New- Marlborough. 
Samuel' Brewster, 
Chairman of New- Windsor. 
.... Isaac Belknap, 

Chairman pro tern, for Neivburgh. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress for the Colony of 
New- York, now convened in the City of New- York. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. . ." - . 

At a meeting of the Committee, Monday, 12th June, Alexander McDOUGAll^to Massachusetts congress. 
1775. Present : . 



Henry Remsen, 
Oliver Templeton," 
Cornelius Clopper, 
"William Bedlow, 
Joseph Bull, - 
Abra. Brinkerhpff, 
Jeremiah Plait, 
Evert Banker, 
Gcrardus Duyckinck, 
Ttobert Ray, 
Cornelius P. Low, 
Eleazer Miller, ' - 
Anthony Van Dam', 
Daniel Dunscomb, 



John Lasher, 
Hercules Mulligan, 
William W. Gilbert, 
John Woodward, 
Nicholas Roosevelt, 
Benjamin Helme, 
George Janeway, 
John Lamb, 
Petrus Byvanck, 
William. Goforth, 
Edward Fleming, 
GabrH H. Ludlow, 
David Beekman, 
Hamilton Young, 



Nicholas Bogart, 
Joseph Totten, 
Francis Bass.ett, 
James Desbrosses, 
Daniel Phehix, 
"John Imlay, 
Gabriel W. Ludlgw, 
Aug. Van "Home, 
William Laight, 
Will iam Walton, . 
Thomas Smith, 
John M. Scott, 
Thoophilus Anthony. 



A Letter, dated New-London, 7th June, 1775, from 
H. Persons, enclosing a copy of a Letter from Portsmouth, 
dated May 29, 1775, received and read. 

Ordered, That Mr. Henry Remsen pay unto Mr. Isaac 
Sears the sum of twenty-three Pounds five Shillings and 
ten Pence, out of the money paid into his hands, and re- 
ceived of Messrs. Murrays by Mr. Kissam. 

Ordered, That Messrs, Bull, Templeton, and Fleming 
be a Sub-Committee to attend the sales of tvyo packages of 
o-oods in the possession of Gray and Blalde, and also of 
two bales and a trunk in the possession of Benjamin Booth. 

Ordered, That Messrs Bay and Scott be a Sub-Com- 
mittee to wait on his Worship the Mayor, to request him 



. New-York Provincial Congress, June 12, 1775. 

The President o/your Congress, the General, and Chair- 
man of the Committee of Supply for your Province, wrote 
to our Congress a few days since, complaining greatly of 
the want of powder, and earnestly soliciting our assistance. 

We had it not then in our power to give it, but applied 
to our neighbours, and procured from them, a.small supply, 
which, together with all we could purchase, amount to six 
hundred and fifty-five pounds. _ 

Our Congress .wrote by this day's post, to Governour 
Trumbull, requesting him to send this quantity to youx 
camp from one of his eastern magazines, and that we would 
forward the above to replace it, to any Town in his Colony. 
At nine o'cJock this night it 'will move. hence in a wagon, 
accompanied by four' or six trusty men; for it is necessary 
that no. parade should be made o'n the road, to prevent a 
conclusion tha.t this article is wanted wjth you. They will 
be directed to travel always at night, and put up in the 
day. It will be necessary in the way through that Colony, 
to inquire of Governour Trumbull whether .he can comply 
with our request; if he can, to order what is on its way to 
such place as he shall think proper. If not, a disposition 
should be made to convey the" article through Connecticut 
to your camp. I shall order it. to be left with a safe Com- 
mittee in Connecticut. 
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. ALEXANDER McDOUGALL TO JOSEPH WARREN. . 
.' . New-York, June 12, 1775. 

Dear Sir : Your favour to our Congress on the subject 
of powder, filled us with great distress, which was greatly 
increased by our utter, inability to supply you. . We, how- 
ever, wrote immediately to Jersey, where we procured a 
small quantity, which, with all we could purchase here, 
amount to six hundred and fifty-five pounds. The Con- 
gress wrote by this day's post to Governour Trumbull, to 
supply you with this quantity out of one of his easterly 
magazines, and we would replace. 

For this purpose two wagons set off with the above, or 
to be forwarded to you, in case he can't comply with our 
request. 

I am, Sir, in the utmost haste, your very humble servant^ 
■ • - - ■ - • - Alex. McDougall. 

To Joseph Warren, Esq. , 



ALEXANDER McDOUGALL TO THE COMMITTEE FOR' GREEN- 
WICH, CONNECTICUT. 

New- York, Juno 12, 1775. 

Sir : This accompanies six hundred and fifty -five pounds 
of powder, which you are requested to forward, with the 
letter to Mr. Warren, to Hartford, there to be subject to 
the" direction of your Governour, unless' he should order 
the ponder to be deposited in some magazine in your 
Colony before it reaches that place.. Please to give Mr. 
. Willetta receipt for the quantity of barrels, and the weight. 
It will be most expedient that the conveyance be at night, 
for reasons too obvious to be mentioned, but which Mr. 
Willed .will explain, if necessary. 

I am, Sir, with' great truth and regard, your humble 
servant, ■ Alexander McDougall, 

P. S. The barrels should always be coopered before 
they are changed from cart to cart, and if they want ; coop- 
ering, it should be done with wooden tools. 



Greenwich, June 13, 1775, five o'clock, P. M. 
Received the above, and forwarded the same from Com- 
mittee to Committee to Hartford, and if the Governour 
thinks best, to the Army at Cambridge. ' The powder is 
contained in two whole barrels, two half barrels, and four- 
teen quarter casks. 

We are, gentlemen, your humble servants, 
'_"'.„' Nehemiah Mead,' 

....... John Mackay, 

Amos Mead, 
" ' Titus Mead, 
To the Committee at Stamford. 



Committed. 



Stamford, June 13, 1775, eight o'clock, P. M. 

Received from the Committee of Greenwich the quan- 
tity of powder as before desired. By us : 
- John Hait, 
' ' " - Samuel Broker, 

■ - .. Peter Hait, 

Samuel Hutton, 



Committee . 



, Newport, Rhode-Island, Juno 12, 1775. 

On Monday last the Honourable Genera] Assembly of 
this Colony met at East-Greenwich, and passed the follow- 
ing Act; ■' • - "• 

'•' This Assembly, at the Session held at Providence on 
the first Wednesday in May last, having passed an Act 
prohibiting his Honour the Deputy Governour and tbe'As- 
sistants, from administering the oath of office to the Hon- 
ourable Joseph Wanton, Esq., who was elected Governour 
of this Colony for the present year;' and declaring all acts 
by him done to the pretended capacity of Governour, null 
and void, until he shall be engaged in open General As- 
sembly, and with the consent of the General Assembly, 
&c: and the ; said Joseph Wanton having appeared before 
this Assembly, and demanded, that the oath of office be 
administered\to him ; and this Assembly having taken the 
same into consideration, do vote and resolve, and it is voted 
and resolved, that the' said Joseph Wanton hath riot given 
satisfaction; to this Assembly, and that the said recited Act, " 
passed at the last Session, continue and be in force until 



the rising of the General Assembly at the next Session ;' 
and that this Act be immediately published, by inserting a 
copy thereof in the Newport Mercury, and Providence 
Gazette." ' " 

Colony of Rhode-Island, Sic. 

The above is a true copy of an Act passed by the Gen- 
eral Assembly, at the Session held at East-Greenwich, on 
the second Monday in June, A. D. 1775. 

Witness : Henry Ward, Secretary. . ,. 



■ - • .Whitehall, London, July 18, 1775. 

.Lieutenant-General Gage, in bis. letters to. the Ear! of 
Dartmouth, dated June 12, "1775, gives an account that 
the Town of Boston-continued to be surrounded by a large 
body of rebel Provincials, and that all communication with 
the country was cut off; tliat the rebels had been burning 
houses," and driving sheep off an island that has easy, com- 
munication with the main land, which'drew on a skirmish 
with some Marines, who drove the rebels away; but that 
an armed schooner, that'had been sent between the island 
and. the main land, having got on. shore at high water, 
there was no possibility of saving her, for as the tide fell, 
she was left quite dry, and burned by the rebels. * Two 
men were killed, and a few wounded. 

The first embarkation. of Troops from Ireland, consisting 
of three Regiments of Infantry and one of Light Cavalry, 
had arrived. at Boston; and General Gage had published 
a Proclamation, offering His Majesty's pardon to allper- 
sons who should immediately lay down their arms, (except 
Samuel Adams and John Hancock,) declaring- all persons 
to he traitors who should aid and assist, or hold 'any cor-. 
respondent* with the rebels ; and ^ordering martial law to. 
be in force within the Province of Massvehusetts-Bay, so 
long as the present unhappy occasions shall necessarily re- 
quire it.' - ■ • - -■■■ 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM GENERAL CAGE TO LORD' ' 
'.'--' DARTMOUTH. - ;"> . 

-"•' - ■ Boston, June 12, 1775. 

It has been mentioned to your Lordship, tli#t the. disaf- 
fected generally receive very quick intelligence of what is 
doing at home, and that those who have committed them- 
selves most notoriously in acts of treason and rebellion, fled 
upon the arrival of a ship from England, some days before 
the Nautilus and Falcon sloops reached this place with 
your despatches. From what has passed, your Lordship 
will judge that a plan for rebellion has been long conceived, 
and the people's .minds, ripened for it, .and it .is now too 
open and manifest to need the opinion of the law officers. 
I hear that the rebels, after surprising Ticondcrogd, made 
incursions and commenced hostilities upon^the frontier of 
the Province of Quebeck, which will justify General Carle- 
ton to raise bodies of Canadians and Indians to attack them 
in return ; and we need not be tender of calling on the 
Savages, as the rebels have shown us the exafnple, by 
bringing as many Indians down against us h,ere as they 
could collect,* 



PROCLAMATION BY GOVERNOUR GAGE. 

By His Excellency the Honourable Thomas Gage, Es- 
quire, Governour and Commander-in-Chief, in and over 
His Majesty's Province of Massachusetts-Bay, and 
Vice-Admiral of the same : , 

A Proclamation, . , 

Whereas, the infatuated multitude, who have long suf- 
fered themselves to Be conducted by certain well known 
incendiaries and traitors, in a fatal progression of crimes 
against the constitutional authority of the State, have at 

* It is a singular fact that the first intelligence of the capture of 
Ticonderoga was communicated to General Gage thrbugli a Tetter from 
Doctor Joseph Warren to Mr. John Scolhy, Bated May 17th, at Wa. 
tertown, just one month before he was slain at Bunkeys-Hill. A copy 
of the letter was procured by General Gage, and sent by tim to Lord 
Dartmouth. The following is an extract : " 

" Thus a war is begun, which I have frequently said to you and 
others would, if not timely prevented, overturn the British Empire ; but 
I hope, after a full conviction both of our ability and resolution to 
maintain our rights, Britain will actwith that wisdom wTiielj is so ab- 
solutely necessary for her" preservation finis il most 'heartily yjish, as 
I feel a warm affection still for the Parent State." Sparlcs's Washing- 
ton, Vol. 3, p. 510. ."""'"' 
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length proceeded to avowed Rebellion ; and the good ef r 
fects which were expected to arise from the patience and 
lenity of the King's Government have. been often frustra- 
ted, and are now rendered hopeless, by the influence of the 
same evil counsels; it only remains for those who are in- 
vested with supreme rule,. as well for the punishment of the. 
guilty, as the protection of the well-affected, to prove they 
do" not bear the sword in vain. 

The infringements which have been committed upon the 
most sacred rights of the Crown and People of Great Bri- 
tain, are too many to enumerate on one side, and are all 
too - atrocious to be paliated on the other. All unpreju- 
diced people, who have been witnesses of the late transac- 
tions in this and the neighbouring Provinces, will find, upon 
a transient "review, marks^of premeditation and conspiracy, 
that would justify the fulness of chastisement ; and even 
those who are least acquainted with facts, cannot fail to 
receive a just impression of their enormity, in proportion 
as they discover the arts and assiduity by which they have 
been falsified or. concealed. 

The authors of the present unnatural revolt, never dar- 
ing to trust their cause pr : their actions to the judgment of 
an impartial publick, or even to the dispassionate reflec- 
tion of their followers, have uniformly placed their chief 
confidence in the suppression of truth; and while indefati- 
gable and shameless pains have been taken to obstruct 
every appeal to the real interest of the people of America, 
the grossest forgeries, calumnies and absurdities that ever 
insulted human understanding, have been imposed upon 
their credulity. The press, that distinguished appendage 
of publick liberty, and, when fairly and impartially em- 
ployed, its best support, has been invariably prostituted to 
the most contrary purposes; the animated language of an- 
cient and virtuous times", calculated to vindicate and pro- 
mote the just rights and interests of mankind, have been 
applied to. countenance tbg most abandoned violation' of 
those sacred blessings; and not only from the .flagitious 
prints, but from the popular harangues of the times, men 
have been taught to depend upon activity in treason, for 
the security of their persons and properties; till, to com- 
plete the horrid profanation of terms and of ideas, the 
name of God has been introduced in the pulpits, to. excite 
and justify devastation and massacre. 

The minds of men have Been thus gradually prepa- 
red for the worst extremities. .A number of armed per- 
sons, to the amount of many thousands, assembled on the 
19th of April last, and from behind walls and lurking 
holes, attacked a detachment of the King's Troops, who, 
not suspecting so consummate an act of frenzy, unprepared 
for vengeance, and willing to decline it, made use of their 
arms only in their own defence. Since that period, the 
rebels, deriving confidence from impunity, have added insult 
to outrage ; have repeatedly fired upon the King's ships 
and subjects, with cannon and small-arms ; have possessed 
the roads, and other communications by which the Town 
of Boston was supplied .with provisions; and with a pre- 
posterous parade of military arrangement, they affected to 
hold the Army besieged ; while part of their body made 
daily and indiscriminate invasions" upon private property, 
and, -with a wantonness of cruelty ever incident to lawless 
tumult, carry depredation and distress wherever they turn 
their steps. The "actions of the 19th of April are of such 
notority a's must baffle all attempts to contradict them, and 
the flames of buildings and other property from thejslands 
and adjacent Country, for some weeks past, spread a melan- 
choly confirmation of. the subsequent assertions. 

In this' exigency of complicated calamities, I avail my- 
self of the last effort within the bounds of my duty, to 
spare the effusion of blood ; to offer, and I do hereby, in 
His Majesty's name, offer and promise his most gracious 
pardon to all persons who shall forthwith lay down their 
arms, and return to their, duties of peaceable subjects, ex- 
cepting" only from jhe benefit of such pardon, Samuel 
Adams and John Hancock, whose offences are of too fla- 
gitious a nature to admit of any other consideration than 
that qf condign punishment. 

- And to the end that'no person within the limits of this 
offered mercy may plead ignorance of the consequences 
of refusing it ; I, by these presents, proclaim not only the 
persons above named and excepted, but also all their ad- 
herents, associates, and abetters, (meaning to comprehend 



in those terms, all and every person and persons, of what 
class, denomination or description soever,) who have ap- 
peared in arms against the King's Government, and shall 
not lay down the same as afore-mentioned ; and likewise 
all such as shall so take arms after the date hereof, or who 
shall in any wise protect or conceal such offenders, or assist 
them with money, provisions, cattle, arms, ammunition, 
carriages, .or any other necessary for subsistence or offence; 
or shall hold secret correspondence" with them by letter, 
message, single or otherwise, to be Rebels and Traitors, 
and as such to be treated. 

And whereas, during the continuance of the present un- 
natural rebellion, justice cannot be administered by the 
common lavv'of the land, the course whereof has for a long 
time past been violently impeded, and wholly interrupted, 
(from whence results a necessity of using and exercising the 
Law-Martial,) I have therefore thought fit, by the autho- 
rity vested in me by the Royal Charter to this Province, 
to publish,.and I do hereby publish, proclaim and order the 
use and exercise of the Law-Martial, within and through- 
out this Province for 'so* long time as the present' unhappy 
occasion shall necessarily require; whereof .all persons ate 
hereby required to take notice, and" govern themselves, as 
well to maintain order and regularity among.the peaceable 
inhabitants of the Province, as to resist, encounter, and 
subdue the Rebels and Traitors above described, by snch 
as shall be called upon for those purposes. 

To these inevitable, but, I trust, salutary measures, it is a 
far more pleasing part of my duty to add the assurance of 
my protection and support to all. who, in. so trying a crisis, 
shall manifest their allegiance to the King, and affection to 
the Parent State; so that such persons as may have been 
intimidated to quit their homes in the course of this alarm, 
may return to jbeir respective callings and "professions, 
and stand distinct and separate from the parricides, pf the 
Constitution, till God in his mercy shall restore to his crea- 
tures in this distracted land that system of happiness from 
which they have been seduced— the religion of peace, and 
liberty founded upon law. 

Given at Boston, this 12th day of June, in the" fifteenth 
year of the reign of His Majesty King George the Third, 
by the grace of God, of Great-Britain, France, and Ire- 
land, King, Defender of the Faith, fee, Annoque Domi- 
ni 1775. ■ _- Thomas Gag^. 
By His Excellency's command : , ' ! 
Thomas Flucker, Secretary. 
God save the Jfcing. 



THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO THX .CONTINENTAL 
CONGRESS. 

"' ' . ■ ". - Watertowri, June 12, 177.V. 

May it please your Honours : 

The views of Administration having been made evident 
by their conduct for some years past, and the late regula- 
tions of civil and ecclesiastical polity of Qitebeclc bavin"- 
already discovered an intention to make up of the Cana- 
dians or Indians to reduce the Continent to slavery ; it has 
been found absolutely necessary for the preservation of the 
liberties of America to take possession of the important 
pass of Ticonderoga, and to send forward a sufficient force 
to hold the same against any attempt which may be. made 
to retake it, and to prevent General Carleton from sending 
forces, by the way of the Lakes, to annoy and distress the 
frontiers. But we apprehend there never has been any 
intention to give the least disturbance to our brethren of 
Canada, to whom we most sincerely wish the full and free 
enjoyment of their civil and religious rights. * 

We humbly request that your Honours would take such 
steps to prevent arty false impressions which our enemies 
may attempt to make on their minds, concerning Our de- 
signs, 'or to remove any such as have already been macTeT*^ 
as you i.n your wisdom shall think most expedient; as vre 
look upon it to be of the utmost importance that there 
should be no jealousies subsisting between them and the 
other Colonies ; and we have wrote to our sister Colonies 
in New-England and to Neiv- York, requesting they would 
make a similar application to you respecting this matter, 

We are your most obedient humble, servants. 
To the Continental Congress. 
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To the Honourable Provincial Congress of Massachu- 
setts, now sitting at Watertown, inthih the County 
of Middlesex, this twelfth day of June, 1775: 
The Memorial of Henry Howell Williams humbly 
shcweth : .'.-,.-- 

That your memorialist hath, for eleven years last past, 
dwelt on an island in Boston Bay, commonly called Nod- 
dle's Island, at a very high rent, and in order to pay the - 
same was obliged to keep a large stock of horses, cattle, 
s_heep, fee. ; and that during alt the years aforesaid hath 
pTQd very large taxes for said island, stock, &c., for the 
support of Government ; and hath always endeavoured 
faithfully to discharge his duty/as a good member of so- 
ciety, towards ail men, and all that was theirs. Tbat,oq 
Saturday, the 27th day of May last, a number of armed 
troops, commonly called Provincials, came on to said 
island, by way of Hog. Island, and did then and there kill 
or carry away eight horses and three cows, part of the 
aforesaid stock, and also burnt and destroyed one dwelling- 
house and barn, with all the household goods therein con- 
tained, wearing apparel, &c. That on Monday, the 29th 
of May, the same or another number of said armed troops', 
came again on to said island, and then and there did burn 
and destroy two other dwelling-houses, goods, &z,c, and 
three barns; and at the same time did take away and 
drive off from said island about five hundred old sheep, 
and about three hundred and forty lambs, with" between 
.thirty and forty head of horned cattle, the property of-, 
your memorialist, together with a further number of horses, 
hogs, &c, &.C.' And that on Tuesday, the 3"0th day of 
May aforesaid, they entered again on to said island, and 
then_and there "proceeded and burnt your memorialist's 
mansion house, with all the barns, corn-houses, and store 
houses, stores, provisions, goods, house furniture, wearing 
apparel, liquors;" and utensils of all sorts, to a very con- 
siderable amount and value: And on Saturday, the 10th 
day of June, instant, entered again, and burnt and de- 
stroyed the warehouse, the last building on said island, 
by which means your poor memorialist is stripped almost 
n.aked, and destitute" of; any place to lay his head, with a 
very large family of children and servants, to the .amount 
of between forty and fifty in number, that are destitute of 
any business br supplies but from your memorialist. 

These are therefore to request your Honours, will take 
his most distressed circumstances into 'your wise considera- 
tion, and make such order thereon as in your wisdom shall 
seem meet, and, as in. duty bound, will pray. 

Henry Howell Williams.. 



for the common defence ; that I am determined to conform 
myself to all such future regulations as may be dictated by 
the wisdom of the Continent; and to join my countrymen, 
on all occasions, according famy abilities, in defence of the 
rights and liberties of America. 

John W t orthington. 

In Committee of Correspondence, Springfield, ) 
- ----- June 12, 1775. \ 

This Committee having examined John Worthington, 
Esq., with respect to his principles and conduct, agreeable 
to the order of the Provincial Congress of the 8th of May 
last, and having received full and ample 'assurance of his 
friendly disposition to his .Country, and of his readiness 
to join in defence of its rights and liberties ; hereby declare 
their full satisfaction and confidence therein; an<T recom- 
mend him to the favourable opinion of the publick, and to 
the treatment and respect due to a friend of his Country. 

By order of the Committee; 

Nathaniel Brewer, Chairman. 

ft. B. This Town in town-meeting having heard him 
on the same matters, voted themselves also satisfied there- 
with. 



COMMITTEES OF CHELMSFORD, ETC., MASSACHUSETTS. 

• Chelmsford, June "12, 1775. 

Whereas, I, Timothy Brown of TewTcsbury, have been 
suspected as' an enemy to the liberties of America, I do 
hereby acknowledge that I have in times past said some- 
thing (though with no inimical design) that were taken as 
of an. inimical nature. I am heartily sorry I said those 
things, and desire the forgiveness of all persons that. I 
have offended thereby ; and do declare myself a friend to 
the Charter privileges of my Country, and that I will use 
all lawful endeavours to maintain and defend the same. 

Timothy Brown. 

The above written, acknowledgment was accepted by the 
Committee of Correspondence for the Towns of Chelms- 
ford, BUlerica, and Tcwhsbury, and they do hereby re- 
commend the above named Timothy Brown to the charity 
and friendship of the good people through the .Country. 

In the name and by order of the Committee of said 
Towns : Simeon Spalding, Chairman. 



SPRINGFIELD (MASSACHUSETTS) COMMITTEE'. 

Springfield, June 12, 1775. 

Whereas, the Committee of Correspondence for this 
Town have signified to me, that many suspicions have 
been conceived of me, in this" and other parts of the Coun- 
try, respecting my disposition and conduct, in regard to 
our publick affairs ; and have therefore, agreeable to tjie 
order of the Provincial Congress of the 8th of May last, 
thought proper to inquire into the same, and have called 
upon me for the .assurance anxl satisfaction, therein men- 
tioned : in conformity to such request, I have assured said 
Committee, and beg leave respectfully to assure the pub- 
lick, that I have always conceived a most tender regard. for 
the liberty and privileges of my Country, and the greatest 
concerp at every prospect of its injury or oppression ; that 
however I may, as very probably 1 have, committed many 
errours and mistakes in the li,tlle part" I have had in the 
publick affairs of th.e Province, yet that I never, entertained 
a sentiment, or did. any thing knowingly, that was unfriend- 
ly to. its interest, but always endeavoured, according to my 
ability, with good conscience to promote it. 
H$r - That wherein I. have heretofore in any of those matters^ 
unhappily thought differently from many of my brethren, 
I humbly apprehend I thought with modesty, and acted 
with integrity, moderation, and decency, and in some good 
degree as became one who realized the account he was to 
give of his conduct.. That as a private member of society, 
I have long since submitted myself to the publick sense 
xmd opinion ; that I have always conformed myself to the 
regulations of the former Continental Congress,; that I 
will by no means' obstruct any measures that may be taken 



To the Honourable Provincial Congress of the Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, now sitting at Watebtown, in said 
Province : - . . - 

The Petition of the Committee^of Safety for and in be- 
half of the Town of Kittery, humbly shcweth : 
That the Committee of Safety for this Town earnestly 
desire the favour of making a representation .to your Hon- 
ours of the distresses and insults werare daily subjected to, 
from the hands of our enemies, being constrained thereto 
by the duty and regard we owe to said Town, our families, 
and the community. 

Such threatenings being sent on shore, by letters and 
otherwise, from the Captains of the Scarborough and Can- 
ceaux. men r of-war, as would disgrace us as Englishmen 
. and .rational beings, should we tamely pass over. We are 
told," that our houses shall be beat down, and the inhabi- 
tants made prisoners of, whenever it is in their power, with 
all the horrours of bloodshed and butchery laid before us. 
Three cannon-shot have already been fired upon the side 
, Opposite to this Town, among the houses, but providen- 
tially no lives lost. Although we keep a regular Watch, 
night and day, we are in expectation every moment, on 
the least pretence, of having our habitations and effects 
demolished, and our persons seized as aforesaid. 

We are already cut off from all provisions, salt, and mo- 
lasses, by water; and notwithstanding our being in some 
measure prepared to defend with musketry, we are desti- 
tute of the necessaries for the use of cannon, of which we 
have two very good ones, and a prospect of obtaining more, 
haVi'rrg' also a very advantageous place for a battery, under 
some considerable improvement, erected by the late Sir 
William Pepperell, on the news of the Chcbueta Fleets 
appearing on the Nova-Scotia shore. The inhabitants are 
willing and ready to exert themselves for the honour of 






bM££ifttfiiftidiiM 



■h 



|lilill^^"^'^^^"^^""•" , ^^^ ' 



mmmmnk 



973 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, kc, JUNE, 1775. 



974 



the Province, as well as for the defence of themselves in 
particular. .-■__. ~ ' ' 

We of this Committee, looking upon the said Town as 
very" unhappy in such a defenceless situation, apply to 
your Honours, as the guardians of our rights, and beg 
leave to ask for. supplies of powder and balls, for the use 
of the battery proposed, as a defence against the ravages 
of merciless men. If it should in your wisdom seem meet 
to grant us this favour, humbly desire your advice how 
far, and the manner in which 'we ought to proceed, as we 
should be utterly against taking any steps that might inter- 
rupt your deliberations. We ask not for This, assistance 
because we are intimidated of dismayed, but that we may 
have an opportunity to distinguish ourselves in favour of a 
cause that appears to us so just and reasonable on our 
part, on the other to be fraught with cruelty and oppres- 
sion beyond our abilities to set forth. Being reduced to 
this alternative, either to fight or perish by famine, we 
choose the first, if we can procure the rational., means (or 
defence. We submit the matter to your goodness and 
wisdom, and doubt not of your inclination to relieve us, if 
Dur request appears reasonable to you, and consistent with 
the general, plan of operation. - 

By order of the Committee : 

Chas, Chaunct, Jun., Chaiiman t 

Ki.lteiy, June 12, 1775. 

ELJSHA PHELPS TO_ THE MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OT 
SAFETY. 

Lebanon, June 12, 1775. 

Gentlemen : When I left you I came to this Town, 
and informed his Honour the Gpvernour the distressing 
situation I was in concerning the team, and his Honour 
to[d me there was no difficulty; that I must apply to Al- 
bany, arid they would pay me, and he would not have me 
fetch any cannon without orders from the Continental Con- 
gress, which advice I shall take. He also informed me 
that I was appointed Commissary-General for the North- 
ern forces, so that you. cannot expect any cannon by any 
of my assistance at present. I thought it my duty to let 
you know it ; should be glad that this might be read in 
Congress, as I thought my fidelity suspected. Gentlemen, 
I am, with the greatest esteem, your very humble ser- 
vant at command, Elisha Phelps. 



extract of a letter from newfoundland, dated 

june 12, 1775. 
The necessities of the people here for bread are in- 
creasing daily ; the labourers and fishermen have some time 
been at short allowance, and I am informed that many 
families here have not any to eat. The merchants have 
despatched vessels to England, Ireland, and Quebeck, in 
search for bread, and I doubt not many are gone and going 
to America on the same "errand; but this is conjecture, 
founded on the knowledge and solicitations to undertake 
the voyage, of which I, being suspected and watched, can 
get no certain intelligence. The minds of the merchants 
are much agitated. As I transiently fall in company here, 
where my particular sentiments are not so well known, I 
hear merchants concerting schemes for their supplies, and 
"complaining that they must discharge their men; then 
cursing New-York, '" the only place," say they, " we de- 
pend on to assist. us in subjugating the Americans ;" then 
cursing the Continental Congress, and proposing the most 
inhuman procedure, whenever they shall fall into their 
hands ; anon cursing the Poole Petition, and swearing they 
had no hand in it; that the Poole men had destroyed them. 
" However," say they, " when General Burgoyne arrives, 
he will draw in New-York, and we shall yet bring Ame- 
rica to terms ; but if he should fail, those Light-horse will 
soon secure the Continental Congress ; our Troops will 
march through the Country, and make them feel the ef- 
fects' of their obstinacy; they have no Regular Troops, 
and what can they do with a few undisciplined men ? but, 
damn them, what shall we do, if they are united; we shall 
never be able to do any thing with, them." This, gentle- 
men, and much of the same nature, is the reward you have 
from a sample of England; blessings God has given to 
men, are. secured to them. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON, DATED JUNE 13, 

■ : ' - - - J775. 

The troubles and misunderstandings between us and 
the Colonies are very much felt here." Remittances are 
unavoidably very long ; and this, added to a total depriva- 
tion of trade, puts'us in a dreadful situation, and has a 
still worse appearance to look onward.s. The very people 
who first oppressed the Colonies here, in full assurance 
that all they asked must be complied with,' now. say, 
"What can we do? We have gone too far, but cannot 
recede." But! hope there are still left'some able men, 
whose humanity will lead them to step forward, and by 
well-timed arguments will still adjust matters, and that we 
shall again see that good opinion between both which has 
hitherto made us great and powerful. This happy hour I 
most ardently wish for. 



GOVERNOUR MARTIN TO HENRY WHITE.. 

- Cape Fear, North-Carolina, June 1.3, 1775.' 

My dear Sir: I take the liberty to enclose 'herewith a , 
letter to Mrs. Martin, "whose safe arrival I am most anxious 
T.o learn, the winds having been easterly almost ever since 
her departure. 

I shall be" extremely obliged to you if you can contrive 
to send me, with the royal standard I mentioned to you 
some time ago, or'without it if that is not to be had, a good 
tent and markee, of the size of the Colonel's tent.in the 
Army, with a tent-bed to fit the boot of it, and furniture, 
viz: mattress, boIster,and pillows; to be sent by any ves- 
sel bound to Cape Fear River, or in default thereof to Neic- 
bern, directed to the care of Mr. Cornell. 

I should rejoice to see a prospect of a happy termina- 
tion of the present deplorable times, that more or less 
threatens the happiness of every man throughout the Bri- 
tish Dominions. 

My compliments and warmest good wishes attend you 
and Mrs. White and all your family ; and T am, dear Sir, 
ever yours, Jo. Martin. 

The Honourable Henry TVhite, Esq., New-York. . . 

P. S. I forbear to give you your due additions on the 
outside of my letter, to obviate prying curiosity. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM ONE OF THE VIRGINIA DELE- 
GATES TO HIS FRIEND IN WILLIAMS^URGH, DATED PHI- 
LADELPHIA, JUKE 13, 1775. "-■ ' 

Notwithstanding the many accounts of the sailing of the 
Troops' from Ireland, a vessel has just arrived here from 
Newry, in five weeks, the Captain of which says that none 
had sailed; and that just as he was .coming away, orders 
were said to have come to them to hold themselves jn readi- 
ness to embark for Gibraltar. 

Colonel Skene (owner of the schooner taken on. Lake 
Champlain, whose son was also taken there, and is now 
prisoner in Connecticut) is just arrived from London with 
a commission "to be Governour of Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point, but, private letters say, is charged with a power from 
Administration to influence the. members of the Congress 
by arguments drawn on the Treasury, over which he has 
unlimited power; but as we have no occasion for his ser- 
vices at the forts, and do not intend to deal in his reason- 
ings, he remains a prisoner upon his parole^to keep within 
eight miles of the city, between the two rivers, and not to 
correspond with any person on political subjects. 

As to the two engagements at the islands near Boston, 
we are told, but not with a degree of confirmation, that the 
last on Noddle's Island was a very serious business, near 
fifteen hundred being engaged on each side, and that the 
Regulars had two hundred killed and wounded, the lo ss on 
the side of the Provincials being merely trifling. '' V$ri 



I think we may finish in a fortnight, but can only guess, 
without forming any precise judgment about it. 



CAROLINE COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. ~ 

Mr. Purdie : Influenced by the best motives, and di- 
vested of national prejudice, the Committee of Caroline 
request you to publish the enclosed extracts, ^ They mean 
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nothing more by the publication than to excite in the breast 
of" their countrymen an honest indignation against the authors 
of their present calamities; to animate them to a manly 
oppositionagainst'a ministerial system of politicks evidently 
calculated to enslave America ; to stimulate them to that 
industry, and recommend that economy, which are requisite 
to a discharge of their just debts ; and to expose the' insidi- 
ous arts and designs of British merchants and factors, who 
seem highly pleased with a prospect of having the power 
of seizing in an instant, with merciless rapacity.,' the prope'rty 
ol the poor and laborious Colonist, by means of an estabr 
lishment of a more compendious course of law. 

-■'.'. Samuel Hawes, Clerk. 

Extract of a Letter from D. Cross, Glasgow, to James 
Dunloj), merchant, Port-Royal, June 8, 1775 : 
1 believe also when your courts are opened, you will 
meet with better and speedier justice than ever, and per- 
haps a different mode of having it administered. That you 
will see an immediate and heavy pressure, when this hap- 
pens, upon certain, classes of the debtors, and their property 
brought to market ; for I believe the late confusions will 
have given to most individuals a character that is like a 
stamp upon them, and will, I believe, occasion what I "have 
said, takingplace, in a very extensive degree/ I besides 
see in' conversation, an uncommon backwardness still in 
people's trusting their property in America, nor can I help 
adopting and approving the sentiment, when I consider what 
strong reasons they have for it. : 

To Jams Diinlop and Patrick Kennan, merchants, on 
Rappahannock', June 13, 1775 : 

Let your list of debts, your books, and every other docu- 
ment and voucher you Vend to us, be all sworn to before a 
proper magistrate ; "take your assistants and book-keepers' 
oaths also in the same manner, and study to make every 
matter as authentick and firm as the nature of the things 
will admit. You ought to have done this with the last list 
of debts that you sent; you cannot now err on the side of 
too much precaution and care, for ascertaining things here- 
after. You cannot suffer in taking paper money in pay- 
ment, so far" as you have occasion to pay it away again for 
debts that yon owe; but beware of taking it farther, when 
you find the exchange affected much, Qr the difference be- 
tween it and gold and silver considerable. 

Mt.Bunlop, in his letter of the sixteenth of July; by 
the Jean, in case the trade opens again, recommends tp us 
to put the collection of debts into other hands than the safe 
of goods, each to be under a different firm. This appears 
to us proper; and if Mr. Kennan is of the same opinion as 
to his business, he will please to mention it, and each will 
name the person he. would choose to take charge of the 
collection, and powers will, in proper time, be given. We 
suppose' yourselves would choose to take charge of the 
sales, and of the apparent new business. 

Mr. Morris "and Mr. Walsh would be the proper people 
to devolve the collection upon. If any others, let them be 
named. - 



ing that matter. As soon as the proper measures' ori that 
head are concluded, we will transmit them to you. 

We are, gentlemen, your most obedient and humble ser- 
vants. By order of the Congress: 

P. V. B, Livingston, President. 
To the New-York Delegates in Continental Congress. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BALTIMORE, JUNE 13, 1775. 

A gentleman who last night came here from Williams- 
burgh, which place lie left on Friday last, June 9th, brings 
an account of Lord Dunmore having the day before gone 
on board a man-of-war, at York, with his lady and family. 
The Assembly sent a deputation to invite him to return, 
and assured him of protection, but he refused, and pretends 
to be afraid of being ; assassinated. . He had dismissed the 
Indian hostages, and desired them to make the best of their 
way to their own country.' Two of them have since sur- 
rendered themselves, the other is not yet found. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO THEIR DELEGATES IN CONTI- 
NENTAL con'g'ress. 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, June J3, 1775. 

Gentlemen: In consequence of one of yonrresolves, we 
appointed a Committee to view the post in the Highlands, 
whose report, with a map thereto annexed, you have en- 
closed, which is all we have as yet been able to do respect- 



EENEDICT ARNOLD TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Crown Point, June 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen : As commanding officer here, I thjnk it my 
duty to acquaint you that having lately sent one Mr. lidit, 
an Indian interpreter, to Montreal and Caughnawaga, to 
consult with some gentlemen of my acquaintance in the 
former place, and with the Indians in the latter, to know 
their intentions in the- present dispute, he has returned with 
the agreeable intelligence that the Indians' are determined 
not to assist, the King's Troops 'against us. They have 
made a law, that if any one of their tribe shall take uparms 
for that purpose, he shall immediately be put to death; 
this is confirmed by five of their chief men, who are now 
here with their wives and children, and press very hard for 
our Army to march into Canada, being much disgusted with 
the Regulars. The Stockbridge Indians,' whom I lately 
sent to them with a belt of wampum and speech, confirm 
the above. My friend in Montreal, & merchant and gen- 
tleman of probity, writes that I may depend on the truth of 
the above, and that great numbersof the Canadians have 
expected a visit from us for some time, and are very impa- 
tient of our delay, as they are determined to join us whenever 
we appear in the Country with any force tosupport them. 
This I am confirmed in by a party of the Canadians, hav- 
ing" just returned from a short excursion to the Jsle-au-Noix, 
{Nut-Island,) where a number of them offer to join "us. ■ - 

Governour Carleton, by every artifice, has been able to 
raise only about twenty Canadians, find those of the nobles- 
se, who are in expectation of places of profit Or honour. He 
is now at Montreal, and has threatened the English mer- 
chants, if they will not defend it in case of an attack, he will 
set fire to the city and retreat to Quebeck. There are; now 
in Canada, of the Seventh and Twenty-Sl5h Regiments, 
only five hundred and fifty effective men,' who. are" quartered 
in the following manner: At St. John's m'dChamblci, 
three hundred; at Montreal, forty; at Lachine, twelve ; at 
Trois Rivieres, forty ; at Quebeck, one hundred and twenty ; 
and some small parties at out-posts. From the foregoing 
matters of fact, which you may rely are undoubted, and 
from my personal knowledge of the country and disposi- 
tion of the Canadians, I beg leave to observe, that if the 
honourable Congress should think proper to take possession 
of Montreal and Quebeck, I am positive two thousand men 
might very easily effect it ; for which purpose I beg leave 
to recommend the following plan of operations: 

The men to embark at Crown Point and'proceed in the 
sloop, schooner, batteaus, &c, to within VwoTiruTes of St. 
John's; seventeen, hundred men to form a grand division, 
of which one thousand to proceed directly" to Montreal; 
the other division of seven hundred" to cut off the commu- 
nication between St. John's, Chamblsc, and Montreal, and 
the remainder to remain with the shipping To" secure our 
retreat, who will be able, by a diversion infavour of the 
main body, until they show themselves off* Montreal,, whose 
gates, on i our "arrival' at that place, will be ^opened by our 
friends there, in consequence of a plan fpr that, purpose 
already entered -into by them.' Of course' Chamblee and 
St. John's must fall into our hands, as well as Quebeck, 
unless a number of troops should arrive there. before this 
plan can be carried into execution, the utility of which" the 
honourable Congress will, be the,best judges.. But 1 must 
beg to observe, it appears to me" the reduction 6f those 
places would discourage the enemies of American libeity, 
and, in a great degree, frustrate their cruel and unjust plan 
of operation, and be the means of restoring that «olid peace 
and harmony between Great Britain and her Colonies, so 
essential to the well being of both ; at least it will, in my 
humble opinion, tie more advantageous, and attended with 
less expense, to reduce Quebcckand keep possession, u here 
provisions of every kind are plenty, and a-stroW fortress 
built to our hand, than rebuilding Ticondiroga,°as it will 
entirely deprive Great Britain of the luciative branch, (the 
fur trade,) and be an inexhaustible granary in case we aie 
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reduced to want, as there are annually shipped From Que- 
beck five hundred thousand bushels of wheat. I hope the 
exigency of the times, and my zeal in the service of my 
Country, will apologize for the liberty of giving my senti- 
ments so freely on a subject which the honourable Congress 
are doubtless the best judges of, but which they in their 
hurry may not have paid that attention to the matter requires. 
I beg leave to add, that if no person appears who will un- 
dertake to carry the plan into execution, (if thought advi- 
sable,) I will, undertake, and, with the smiles of Heaven, 
answer for the success of it, provided I am supplied with 
men, &c, to carry it into execution without loss of.time. 
I must beg leave to refer you to the bearer, Captain Os- 
wald; for particulars, who is entrusted with an imperfect 
memorandum of such articles as are most wanted. 

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, gen- 
tlemen, your most devoted humble servant, 

■'.■.- ' Benedict Arnold. 

To the Honourable the Continental Congress, now sitting 
at Philadelphia. 

P. S. The American Colonies in general are equally in 
danger from Canada, whether it remain in the hands jof Bri- 
tain, under the present form of its Government, or should 
be restored to. the French, which many suspect is intended 
by the Ministry, in England. But should Canada be placed 
under a free Government, agreeable to the English Consti- 
tution, like the other Colonies, we. should forever after be 
secure from any danger that way, as it would ever remain 
an English Colony, even though by the treachery of the 
British Ministry it should be given up to France; so that 
this measure, though at first view it might seem like going 
beyond our own province to invade the rights of Great Bri- 
tain, yet a due regard to our own defence, as well as the 
advantage of the inhabitants of that Country, makes it ne- 
cessary. - B. A. _ 

Memorandum. 

Propose, in order to give satisfaction to the different Col- 
onies, that Colonel Hinman's Regiment, now on their march 
from Connecticut to Ticonderoga, should form part of the 
Army — say one thousand men ; 500 do. to be sent from 
^lew-York, including one company of one hundred men 
of the train of artillery, properly equipped ; 500 do. B. Ar- 
nold's Regiment, including seamen and marines on board 
the vessels: (no Green MountainHoys.) The men, as many 
•as can be, to be supplied with bayonets, cartridge-boxes, 
and powder-horns: 2 able engineers: 2 good armourers and 
tools : 100 tents and markees : 1000 blankets, one Regi- 
ment being already provided : proper camp-equipage, ket- 
tles, cups, Sic, for one thousand men : 4 brass field-pieces 
and carriages furnished : two 7 &. 8-inch brass mortars, do.: 
shells and shot of every kind for do.: 2000 pounds of gun- 
powder : 300 shovels .and spades : 200 hoes : 200 pick- 
axes : 200 narrow do. : 50 broad do. : 500 hatchets-: 50 
hand-saws, sorted : .10 crosscut do.: 10 whip do.: 5 reams 
of cartridge paper: 10 pieces of raven's duck for sails: 50 
pounds of sewing twine: needles, palms, &c: match stuff", 
slow : 6 sets of house and ship carpenter's tools : 6 sets of 
harness for horses : necessary provisions for two thousand 
men for two months. 



of probity in Montreal, writes me may be depended on, 
and that great numbers of the Canadians have expected us 
there for some time, and are impatient of our delay, being 
determined to join us whenever we appear' with a suffi- 
cient force to support them. This I am confirmed in by 
many of the Canadians themselves, having just returned 
from an excursion down the lake, where I saw numbers of 
them, who offered to join us. Govemoar. Carleton has been 
able by every artifice to raise no. more than twenty Cana- 
dians of the noblesse, who are in expectation of places of 
prbfij or honour. He. is much disgusted with the merchants 
in Montreal, and has threatened them, if they will not 
defend the City in case of an attack, he will set fire to it, 
and retreat to Quebeck. He has in Canada only five hun- 
dred, an'd fifty effective men of the King's Troops, so that 
it would be a very easy matter to possess ourselves of the 
country if thought expedient. 

t have, wrote very fully on the subject to the honourable 
Continental Congress, and sketched out a plan for taking 
possession of the country if thought advisable by them, 
which will not only deprive Great Britain of the lucrative 
branch of the fur-trade, but secure to us an inexhaustible 
granary, (as there is annually shipped at Quebeck, five 
hundred thousand bushels of wheat,) and may very possi- 
bly be a means of discouraging the British Ministry in 
their coercive measures, and restoring that peace and har- 
mony be_twee,n Great Britain and the American Colonies 
so essential to the well-being of both. 

I am, very respectfully, your Honour's most obedient 
humble servant, Benedict Arnold.. 

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Governour of the 

Colony of Connecticut. 

P. S. The plan of our expedition to Canada, your Hon- 
our will please not to disclose. B. A. 



COLONEL B. ARNOLD TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Crown Point, June 13, 1775. 

Sir: I have the pleasure to acquaint your Honour, that 
having lately sent one Hoit, and Indian interpreter, to Mon- 
treal to consult with some gentlemen of my acquaintance 
there, and with the Indians in Caughnawaga, to know 
their intentions in the present dispute, fie has returned with 
the "agreeable intelligence that the Indians are determined 
not to assist the King's Troops against us, and have passed 
a law that the first of their tribe who takes up arms against 
us shall be punished with death. This advice is confirmed 
by five chief men of their tribe who are now here with 
their wives and children, and press very hard for our Army 
to march into Canada, as they are much disgusted with 
the Regular Troops. 

Three Indians of the Stqckbridge Nation whom I lately 
sent to Canghnaivaga, with a belt of wampum - and a 
speech, confirm the above, which my friend, a gentleman 

Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 62 



JOSEPH PALMER TO THE MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

Cambridge, Juno 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen: There is very great distress in this camp 
for want of tents or commodious barracks ; I therefore hum- 
bly beg you will immediately take this important matter 
into serious consideration. Perhaps if a number of houses, 
contiguous to the parade, were hired of the owners by the 
Colony, and solely appropriated as barracks, the soldiery 
might be well accommodated ; this, if recommended by 
Congress, it is probable might be effected. The least delay 
in this affair, it appears to me, will be" attended with, very 
bad consequences. I am, gentlemen, with the greatest re- 
spect, your most obedient humble servant, 

Joseph Palmer," Quartermaster General. 
To the Honourable Committee of Safety. 

In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, Juno 13, 1775. 

This Committee beg leave earnestly to recommend to 
the Honourable Congress, that the above representation 
from the Quartermaster General be taken into immediate 
consideration, especially as the Committee, from their own 
knowledge find the rooms too much crowded, and the 
healths and lives of the soldiers thereby greatly exposed; 
"and if tents cannot be immediately furnished, that some bar- 
racks be forthwith erected. 

Benjamin White, Chairpian. 

N. B. It. is presumed some lives .are already lost from 
their being thus crowded. " " :. ' . 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress now "sitting in 
Watertown : the Petition of Lemuel Trescott, of 
Boston, humbly sheweth : 

That before he left Boston he bad, for a conside rable 
time, assisted at .Faneuil Hall in teaching a number~of 
'men the military art, and upon his arrival in the camp at 
Cambridge, he was, by some gentlemen of the Committee 
of Safety and Council of War, encouraged to raise a corgi 
pany out of those men, and to hope that a sufficient num- 
ber of small-arms would be provided for them by the Col- 
ony, as, by the stipulation with General Gage, (which was 
consented to by the honourable Congress,) their own were 
lodged with the Selectmen of Boston; that he has bow 
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forty men, including officers, who have borne their share of 
camp duty since the 17th of last month ; but the want of 
fire-arms not only prevents their perfecting themselves in 
military exercises, and is the reason why the company is 
not now complete, but leads those who are enlisted to fear 
they will soon be dismissed from the service : Your peti- 
tioner therefore humbly prays the honourable Congress to 
take this matter into consideration, and afford such relief to 
a numbe.r of .pen whose situation is "peculiarly distressing, as 
in your wisdom and goodness you may deem meet; at the 
same time assuring your Honours, that it will be their grand 
aim to be as much distinguished by their exertions for the 
common cause of tljeir Country, as they have been by their 
sufferings, and that, as m duty bound, shall pray, &ic. 
_'"-,, Lemuel Trescott,^ behalf of a Company. 

Cambridgo, Juiie 13, 1775. ... 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO MASSACHU- 
SETTS CONGRESS. 
In Committee of Safety, Exeter, June 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen: By a gentleman of undoubted veracity, 
(who left Boston last Friday, and who had frequent op- 
portunity of conversing with the principal officers in Gen- 
eral Gage's Army,) we are informed there is a great pro- 
bability there when the expected re-enforcement arrives 
from Europe, that General Gage will secure some advan- 
tageous posts near Boston, viz: Dorchester and Charles- 
town. We are unacquainted with the importance of those 
posts, but if this hint should be in any decree useful, it will 
give us pleasure. 

COMMITTEE OF EXETER, N. H., TO COMMITTEE OF CONWAY. 
In Committee of Safety, Exeter, Juno 14, 1775. 

Gentlemen : In compliance with your request, we have 
agreed to spare you twenty-five pounds of powder out of 
our small slock, which is all we can possibly spare at pre- 
sent. Have advised Mr.. Burbanlc to purchase lead, as we 
suppose he will be "able to procure that article without any 
difficulty. As to arms, its out of power to supply you, nor 
. do we think they are to be had in the Province. If the 
Indians should have any design to trouble our frontiers, 
we flatter ourselves we shall have such notice of their de- 
signs, as to be able to guard ourselves against them. We 
have determined to employ three companies at present on 
the frontier for the purposes of observation, Which will, 
we suppose, afford you both necessary information and se- 
curity for the present. 

You may rest assured that it was merely an oversight, 
unless, as we rather suppose, the letter failed, that your 
Town was not desired to send a Delegate to the Congress. 
If you think proper, we think it quite suitable that you 
choose some person or persons to represent you at the 
next meeting of jhe Congress, which will be the 27th of 
this month. 

We have enclosed a copy of the letter on which the 
other Towns have acted. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER.FR0M ONE OF THE VIRGINIA DELE- 
GATES TO HIS FRIEND IN WILLIAMS.BURGH, DATED PHI- 
LADELPHIA, JUNE 14, 1775. ; 

-£■ Col. Washington has been pressed to take the supreme 

; jp J command of the American Troops encamped at Roxbury, 

mm and I believe will accept the appointment, though with 



much reluctance, he being deeply impressed with the im- 
portance of that honourable trust, and diffident of his own 
(superiour) abilities. We have determined to keep ten 
thousand men in Massachusetts r Bay, and five thousand in 
djfferent parts of the New-York Government, at tke"ex- 
pense of the Continent ; 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF NEW- JERSEY. 

Friends and Fellow-Subjects : 

How fashionable soever might have been the doctrine of 
passive obedience and non-resistance in those dark times of 
ignorance and barbarism, when the laity had no more in- 
struction than to repeat the Lord's prayer, nor the clergy 
any more reading than. would save. them from hanging; it 
is, in this lettered and enlightened age, so generally ex- 
ploded, that ;save a few Tories, who are pensioned out of 
their consciences, of a few gowns and cassocks who are 
looking for an American mitre, no man is fond of broach- 
ing so gross an absurdity. It is certainly the voice of 
unbiased, uncorrupted reason, that whatever one man "lias 
a right to enjoy, no other man has a right to take from 
him ; and that, consequently, the first has an undoubted 
right to repel the invasion of. the latter. And what does 
it matter whether this invasion is made under the cha- 
racter of king, highwayman, or robber ? since it is riot from 
the person of the invader, but from the nature of the in- 
vasion itself, that the injury receives its complexion, and 
on which the right of the resistance is founded. And as 
this is the undoubted right of all mankind, it is, with respect 
to Englishmen, reduced to absolute certainty by a most 
memorable clause in the Great Charter,' whereby four out 
of twenty-five Barons may show the King his miscarriage; 
and on his not. amending it, may, with the residue of the 
twenty-five and commonalty, redress themselves by force. 
It is true the Americans have no Barons to shew tbe King 
his miscarriage ; but the Barons "appointed, for that purpose 
by Magna Charta being thereto appointed as representa- 
tives of the people aggrieved, it is evident, from the nature 
of our local' circumstances, that we must have a right to ap- 
point, in the room of such Barons, a representation for the 
same purpose ; ijnd that such representatives must have 
the same right to lay our grievances before the throne," and 
the aggrieved, in default of redress by the Prince, have a 
right, in the same manner, to redress themselves. In the 
light of this representation I. consider the Continental Con- 
gress, being expressly chosen to present our grievances to 
His Majesty, and to supplicate him to remove our com- 
plaints. . To this purpose they are undoubtedly the Barons 
of North-America, on whom the united confederatecLCoi- 
onies depend for counsel and protection, agreeable to the 
security granted to the subjects by the 64th section of 
Magna Charta above referred to, "and which, it being pro- 
bably in few of your hands, I choose to give you' at large : 

The Security for the Rights, Privileges, and Immunities 
of magna Charta. 
Section 64. " And whereas we have granted all these 
things for God's sake, and for the amendment of our Gov- 
ernment, and for the better compromising the discoi J arisen 
betwixt us and our Barons, we, willing that the same be 
.firmly held and established forever, do make and grant our 
Barons the security underwritten, to wit : that the Barons 
shall choose five-andTtwenty Barons of the Realm, whom 
they list, who shall, to their utmost power, keep, and hold, 
and cause to be kept, the peace and liberties which we 
have granted and confirined by this our present Charter ; 
insomuch, that if we or our justice, or ouf bailiff, or any of 
our ministers act contrary to the same, in any thing against 
any person, or offend against any article of this peace and 
security, and such our miscarriage be shown to four Barons 
of the said five-and-twenty, those four Barons shallcome 
to us, or to Our justice if we be out of th.e Realm, and 
shew us^ur miscarriage, and require us toarhen'H the same 
without delay f and if we do not amend it, or if we be out 
of the Realm, our justice do not amend it within forty days 
after the same is shewn to us, pr to our justice if we be 
out of the Realm, then the said four Barorjs shall report 



an d probably a larger sum of the same to the residue of the said five-and-twenty Barons, 
money will be emitted in order to carry on the war, pre- and then those five-and-twenty Barons", with the common- 
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parations for which go on rapidly in this place. 

It seems likely that some of the newly arrived Generals 
were intended for the Southern Colonies, but no Troops 
can be spared frpm Boston. The Provincials talk much 
of storming that Town, and it is expected by. many. 
. The Congress, will sit long. Adjusting the expenses of 
each Colony for the common cause, and settling proper 
funds for the Army, are subjects fruitful of debate, and of 
the utmost consequence. 



ally of England, may distress us by all the ways they can, 
to wit : by seizing on our castles, lands, and possessions, 
and by what other means they can, till it be amended, as 
they shall judge, saving our own person, the person of our 
Queen, and the' persons of our children ; and when it is 
amended, they shall be subject to us as before ; and who- 
ever of the Realm will, may s"wear that, for the perform- 
ance of these things, he will obey the commands of the 
said five-and-twenty Barons, and that together with them, 
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he will distress us to his power ; and we wirl give publick 
and free leave to swear, to all that will swear, and. will 
never hinder any one ; and for all persons of the Realm, 
that of their own accord will swear to the said five-and- 
twenty Barons, to distress us, we will issue our presents, 
commanding them to swear as aforesaid." 

This, my countrymen, is the security granted to you and 
me, and by this are confirmed all the rights and privileges 
of an English subject, and which the present Administra- 
tion" seem determined to destroy. It may, indeed, be said, 
that we do not belong to the Massachusetts-Bay, and that 
New-Jersey is not attacked. But can you be so supine as 
to suppose "that you will continue. to enjoy those inestima- 
ble rights of Magna Charta, when other Colonies are bereft 
of them ; and that the Massachusetts is the only Colony 
to be punished ? Have they not done more for the parent 
State than any Colony on the Continent ? Did they not 
in the war before the last, with very little assistance,_take 
Cape-Breton, the Dunkirk of North- America, the giving 
up of which procured a peace for the Mother Country ? 
Did they not the last war send seven thousand Troops into 
the field, under the King's General, until the final conquest 
of Canada 1 Notwithstanding all this, you see their capi- 
tal blocked up, their Charter mutilated, and an armed 
force ready to execute the arbitrary measures of the Min- 
ister, who covers himself. under a purchased majority in 
Parliament. Hostilities being actually begun in the Massa- 
chusetts, you cannot expect to fare better than your sister 
Colony. Your trade is already restrained, and you are 
daily to expect open violence to enforce unconstitutional 
taxation. Thus we have lived to see our most sacred 
rights daringly invaded ; but we will nqt live to. see them 
destroyed. The wound by which our liberty falls ought 
first to reach our hearts ; and the rich torrents of our blood 
be shed as a libation on the pile, of expiring freedom. _ 

The power of the people can never be lost or impaired, 
unless they are wanting to themselves. What they could 
once do, they can and ought to do now. Let us therefore 
cordially unite under the Continental Congress, and look to 
them as the English formerly did to their Barons, and I am 
confident in so good a cause we shall have the protection 
of Heaven; which is the sincere desire, and prayer of 

June 14. 1775. - A Jersey Farmer. 



WILLIAM DCER TO THE NEW^YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, June 14, 1775. 

Sir: My conduct before the Committee of Albany, 
with relation to the northern frontier of this Colony, hath, 
as I am" informed, given rise to sundry insinuations deroga- 
tory to my character as a gentleman, and as a friend to the 
rights and liberties of America. Conscious, Sir, that my 
bosom has never prompted a thought inimical to this Colo- 
ny, I feel, on this occasion, the warmth of an innocent, 
injured man. By the report industriously circulated to my 
disadvantage, my person and property are deeply endan- 
gered. At the" same time, the facts on which such tales 
are founded are of such a nature that it would be improper 
to explain them to the world. 

I do, therefore, Sir, most humbly entreat of your hon- 
ourable House, that they would be pleased to appoint some 
gentlemen as a Committee to examine into my conduct this 
afternoon ; and that they will pardon any seeming improprie- 
ty in naming a time for that purpose by me, which I am "con- 
fident will readily be done, when the House are informed 
that my presence is absolutely necessary in the County 
where I reside on Tuesday next, to hold a court there. 

I have the honour to be", Sir, with the highest respect, 
your most obedient and humble servant, 

; -. " William Duer. 

To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress, New-York. 



WILLIAM GODDARD TO THE NEW- YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, June 14, 1775. 

Sir : I beg the favour of you to take an early opportu- 
nity to lay before the Provincial Congress the enclosed 
papers, which are explanatory of a design formed by the 
friends of freedom for annihilating the old. Parliamentary 



and Ministerial Post-Office in this Country," by the institu- 
tion of a new one, on a constitutional basis, or such of them 
as you may judge proper ; a design that, for obvious rea- 
sons, hath met with the approbation and support of many 
respectable Colonies, Cities, and Towns, both in New- 
England and the Southern Governments, as far as North- 
Carolina ; not doubting but the Representafives of the free 
people of this great Province, now convened in this City, 
will cheerfully co-operate in giving success to a measure of 
such capital consequence to the publick welfare, and so 
indispensable at this interesting crisis'. 

Being on my way to Philadelphia from the Eastern 
Colonies, where I purpose to address the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress on the subject of the American Post- 
Office, which, I am persuaded, will, ere long, take that 
matter into their serious consideration, and form such a 
general plan as will prove extensively beneficial to all 
America, I should be extremely glad t.o obtain the reso- 
lutions of the Provincial Congress of New- York relative to 
the business in. question, previous to my departure, and as 
expeditiously as possible. To prevent an imputation of 
vanity and ostentation, it may be necessary for me to add, 
that I engaged in this business with the advice and by the 
desire of many gentlemen of the 'first character on this 
Continent, and am happy in being made an instrument, 
however humbfe, in promoting the interest of my native 
Country. - 

I am, with great respect, Sir, your very humble and 
most obedient servant, William Goddard. 

To the Honourable Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., 

President of the Provincial Congress of New-York. 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, May 12, 1775. 

Resolved, As the opinion of this Congress, that Post- 
Riders be immediately established, to go from Cambridge; 
and to ride the following roads, viz : To Georgetown, in 
the County of Lincoln; to Haverhill; to Providence ; to 
Woodstock, by Worcester; and from Worcester to Great 
Barrington, by Springfield; and. to Falmouth, in the 
County of Barnstable.. • , 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, May 15, 1775. 

Resolved, That David Cheever, Esquire, for reasons by 
him offered, be excused from serving in the business to which 
he was appointed by a resolve of this Congress, passed the 
12th instant, for establishing Post-Offices and Post r Riders; 
and that Mr. William Greenlecif, Joseph Greenleaf, Es- 
quire, and Mr. John Pitts, be added to the Committee 
then appointed. 

Joseph Warren, President pro tern. 

Province of New-Hampshire, ) 

In Provincial Congress, May 18, 1775. $ 

Resolved, That a Post-Office be' established in Ports- 
mouth, and that Samuel Penhallow, Esq., of said Ports- 
mouth, be appointed Postmaster; and that the members of 
this Congress from Portsmouth be a Committee to agree 
with a Post-Rider or Riders. 

Matthew Thornton, President. 

Providence, May 30, 1775. 
The General Assembly of the Colony of Connecticut 
and the Provincial Congresses of Massachusetts-Bay and 
New-Hampshire having seconded the wishes and efforts of 
.-.-the friends of freedom in the Southern Colonies, for abol- 
ishing that ministerial engine, the unconstitutional Post- 
Office, by the establishment of Posts and Post-Offices, on 
constitutional principles ; the Committee of tlm Town have 
judged it highly expedient and necessary, at. tins interesting 
juncture, to co-operate with their brethren in the. important 
business in question : They have therefore appointed Mr. 
John Carter to act as Postmaster here, and Mr. Peter 
Mumford as Post-Rider, under the direction and control of 
said Committee, until the legislature of this Colony or the 
Continental Congress shall be pleased to make other regu- 
lations and appointments. James Angell 4 Clerk. 

Newport, May 31,' 1775. 
Whereas the intercourse be.tween the Colonies hath for 
some time been, and is now, interrupted by the Riders 
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being dismissed by the Postmaster-General, and as there is 
no person" who acts as Postmaster in this Town ; therefore, 
"Voted, That Mr. Nathaniel Otis be appointed to re- 
ceive! and deliver the Letters brought to, and to be sent 
from, this Town, under the direction of this Committee, 
until the.Genera! Assembly of this Colony or this Commit- 
tee shall order otherwise, and that he shall receive for each 
Letter agreeable to the schedule delivered him by this 
Committee, and that this Vote be published in the next 
Newport Mercury. 

Signed by order and in behalf of the Committee : 
..''"'.' ' .' Thomas Bujjneil, Cleric. 

""-.•■■ '■'■.'■ ■ " Stamford, May 5, 1775. 

We, the subscribers, do fully approve of Mr. Goddard' s 
plan /or establishing a constitutional Post-Office in Ame- 
rica, and do therefore recommend Mr. Ebenezer Weed, of 
said Stamford, to receive and forward all Letters, "until the 
business of the Post-Office shall be regulated by the Conti- 
nental Congress. Signed in behalf of the Committee : 
_ ." ' - s . ; John Wait, Jr. 

Nonvalk, May 7, 1775. 

We, the subscribers, do. fully approve of Mr. Goddard' s 
plan for establishing a constitutional Post-Office in Ame- 
rica, and do therefore recommend Mr, John Beits, of 
Norwalk, to receive and forward all'Letters, Until the busi- 
ness of the Post-Office, shall be regulated by the Conti- 
nental Congress, 

Samuel Gruman, ) 

... Thaddeus Betts, • \ Committee. 

EnPHALET LoCKWOOD, ) 

Middletown, May 7,1775. 

•Sir: I have seen as many of the Committee as I could 
conveniently, and we have agreed to nominate, as a Post- 
master for this Town, Mi.. Wendy Bobby, a gentleman of 
acknowledged ability and integrity, and known attachment 
to the American cause, and one that possesses in a high 
degree the confidence of the people of this Town, 

I am, Sir,'your obedient humble sa-vant, 

117-it - TlTUS HoSMER, 

Mr. William Goddard, at Hartford ; by express. 

;■■■'" . . Hartford, May 7, 1775. 

We, the subscribers, do fully approve of the plan for 
establishing a constitutional Post-Office offered by Mr. 
Goddard, and do recommend Mr. William Ellery, of this 
place, to receive and forward all Letters, until the business 
of the Post-Office shall be^ regulated by the Continental 
Congress. Samuel Wyllys, " 

Samuel Wadsworth, 



Committee. 



New London, June 6, 1775. 

We, the subscribers, do fully approve of the plan for 
establishing a constitutional Post-Office offered by Mr. W. 
Goddard, and do recommend Mr. Boswell Saltonstall, of 
this Town, to receive and forward all Letters, until the busi- 
ness of the Post-Office shall be regulated by the Continen- 
tal Congress, 

Nathaniel Shaw, Jr.,") Committee of 
.'--.' -.John Deshon, -- $ Correspondence. 

Elias Bears appointed Postmaster at New-Haven, and 
T/iaddeus Burr, Esq., at Fairfield, 

' NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
In Provincial Congress, New. York, June 14, 1775. 

"Sir: We embrace the opportunity that now offers, to 
^acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 26th and 
'31st of May last, and of the .1st and 10th of June instant, 
covering several important resolves of your respectable 
body. We have, as far as in our, power, endeavoured to 
cbmply with these requisitions. Copies of some of our 
" proceedings have already been, and such as were not, are 
now; transmitted to our Delegates. Upon the receipt of 
the resolution of the 9th of June, relative to the sending 
five thousand barrels of flour for the use of the Continental 
Army, we immediately appointed a Committee to carry it 
into execution, as will appear from the enclosed resolve ; 
but it is at present uncertain whether we shall be able to 



comply with it, flour being an article which hath gene- 
rally sold for cash, and we being unable to offer better 
security to the vender than the faith of our own body. 
However, the Congress may rest assured that our best en- 
deavours shall not be wanted to complete the order. 

We find ourselves much embarrassed on a variety of 
other occasions, for wamTof money; many articles neces- 
sary to be furnished are not to be got on credit, and you 
must be sensible that to embody troops for the service, it is 
absolutely necessary to have large sums in hand. Without 
money we fear the service will suffer from our inability to 
comply with the resolutions of the Congress. We have 
already contracted a loa*d of debts, and stretched our credit 
to the utmost; our zeal for the publick service therefore 
leads us to wish a speedy advice on this important subject. 
We are, Sir, most respectfully, your most obedient bum- 
ble servants. .-_._""" ."" . 
By; order and in behalf of the Provincial Congress : 

P. V. B. Livingston, President. 
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Con- 
tinental Congress, Philadelphia. 

. - - In Provincial Congress, New-York, } 

Die Lunse, 4to'ho. P. M., JuneJ2, 1775. J 

This Congress proceeded to the consideration of ways 
and means to carry into execution the resolution, request, 
and order of the Continental Congress of the 9th instant, 
for supplying five thousand barrels of Flour for the use of 
the Continental Army, and forwarding the same towards 
the camp before Boston : And thereupon, 

Ordered, That Messrs. Isaac Sears, Abraham Walton, 
and Joseph Ilallett be a Committee to. purchase the said 
quantity of Flour for the purpose aforesaid, or so much 
thereof as they can obtain, and to ship and forward the 
same, agreeable' to the said resolution. , . '." 

And it is now Resolved and agreed, nemine contradi- 
cente, That every member of this Congress whTbe respon- 
sible to Messrs. Sears, Walton, and Ilallett, for their re- 
spective proportions of all moneys they may disburse, or 
hereafter be obliged to pay, by means of the purchase of 
the said Flour, or of their appointment to comply with the- 
said resolution and request of the Continental Congress. 

A true copy from the Minutes:" 

John McKesson, Secretary. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO THEIR DELEGATES IN THE CON- 
TINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read in Congress, June 16, 1775.] 
In Provincial Congress, New-York, June 14, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Captain Thompson arrived here in a ship 
from Cork last evening ; and as we understood he had 
reported that several regiments had sailed frOm thence for 
Boston, and four other regiments embarked or embarking 
for New- York, the Congress desired him, to attend then- 
Board this morning, to examine him upon the^subject. 

Upon his attendance we took notes of the substance of the 
intelligence he gav.e, and enclose a copy thereof to you, in 
order that.it may be laid before the Continental Congress. 
We also intend to forward the intelligence (.p the G'ov- 
ernour of Connecticut, that he may forward the same to the 
camp at Cambridge. 

We are, gentlemen, your very humble servants. 
By order and in behalf of the Provincial Congress: 
P, V. B. Livingston, President. 
To the Delegates _from the Colony of New- York .'at Con- 
tinental Congress, Philadelphia. 

Captain Thompson arrived at New-York, Tuesday, 
13th June, 1775; left Cove, in Ireland, 6th May last, and 
informs that six regiments had sailed in twenty-four trans- 
ports for Boston, one regiment of Horse included, which 
sailed the 30th April. 

__ -Three regiments were embarked, and the fourth embark- 
ing, to sail for New-York first fair wind. The regiments 
all full, seven hundred men each, filled by drafts from the 
regiments that remain, their places being filled "by new re- 
cruits. The general report was, that these four regiments 
were coming to Neiv- York, and that some Captains and 
other officers belonging to the Troops told Captain" Th omp- 
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son, in person, that they were coming to Ncw-YorTc. One against every lawless invader. An immediate answer is 

regiment arrived at Cork (from Kilkenny) the day Capt. requested to this letter. - .. 

Thompson sailed, which was the last regiment to embark I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 
for New-York. Saw twelve large transports destined for Nicholas Cooke, Deputy Govcrnour. 

New-York; he heard sixteen. One General Officer is to To James Wallace; Esq., Commander of His Majesty's 



come to New-York. 

The Troops coming to New-York are to support peo- 
ple's property, and to assist against mobs. The report in 
Ireland was, that those Troops had been wrote for by 
persons here; 

The Troops in general disliked the service; some offi- 
cers had sold out ; no sbips-of-war coming with the trans- 
ports; a report in Ireland that nine new regiments were 
to be raised. Heard that thirty, thousand Prussians were 
ready, at a minute's warning. That the people of Ireland 
in general are well affected to the Americans, and are 



Ship Rose, at Newport. 

captain Wallace's answer. 

His Majesty's Ship Rose, Rhode-Island, June 14, 1*75. 

Sib: I have received your letter of the 12th instant. 
Although I am unacquainted with you, or what station you 
act in, suppose you write in behalf of some body of people ; 
therefore, previous to my giving an answer, I must desire 
to know whether or not you, or the people on whose be- 
half you write, are not in open rebellion to your lawful 



averse to the Americans being taxed by the Parliament of sovereign and the acts of the British legvslature? 



Great Britain, 

Captain Mcllvaine, who sailed before Capt. Thompson, 
for Philadelphia, has the number of the regiments coming 
to America', 

M. S. MUMFORD TO JONATHAN TRUMBULL, JR. 

New London, June 14, 1775. 

Dear Sir: A master of one of my vessels (Capt. Ches- 
ter) is this instant arrived from Philadelphia. He left Fri- 
day last, and reports the arrival there of a ship from London, 
on board of which was Major Skene, bound for Quebeck ; 
that on the Banks of Newfoundland they spoke a vessel, 
which informed them we had taken possession of Ticonde- 
roga, which disconcerted them to that degree, that the 
Captain of the" ship thought it unsafe to proceed to Que- 
beck ; therefore, as the Philadelphians are Friends, they 
thought themselves safer there than in any of the Colonies. 
On their arrival there the Major was put under guard by, 
order of the Congress.. They find the ship has on board 
seventy chests of arms, containing three thousand five hun- 
dred, which were likewise secured, and a Committee from 
the Congress were . examining the letters found on the 
Major, Sec, though he had hove overboard some of conse- 
quence. I tljink this acquisition of consequence to us. I 
wish we could thus 'Secure a thousand such. 

My most respectful wishes attend his Honour our Goy- 
ernour, to whom please to communicate this intelligence, 
as it may be depended on. 

I am, dear Sir, your very humble servant, 

M. S. Mumfokd. 
Mr. Jonathan Trumbull, Jun. 



I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

--■■~- James Wallace. 

Nicholas Cooke, Esquire. 



DEPUTY GOVERNOTJR COOKE. TO CAPT. JAMES WALLACE. 

East Greenwich, June 14, 1775. 

Sir : Long have the good people of this Colony been 
oppressed by your conduct In interrupting their lawful 
trade, and preventing the importation of provisions neces- 
sary for their subsistence. The acts of the British Parlia- 
ment, already filled with restrictions of trade, oppressive 
in the highest degree, se.em by you to be thought too 
lenient. " Not controlled by those you affect to call your 
masters, you have detained the persons and taken away 
the property of His Majesty's American subjects, without 
any warrant from the acts of trade, by which you have 
greatly impeded the intercourse between this and the other 
Colonies, as well as between the different parts of this 
Colony. The inhabitants expecting the interposition of 
the lawful authority of the Colony, have borne these out- 
rages with a patience almost criminal. The Legislature 
have heard their complaints, and, in consequence of an act 
passed by the General Assembly this day, I demand of 
you the reason of your conduct towards the inhabitants of 
this Colony, in stopping and detaining their vessels ; and I 
also demand of you that you immediately restore the two 
packets belonging to some inhabitants of the Town of 
Providence, and all other vessels belonging to the inhabi- 
tants of this Colony, which you have taken and unjustly 
detain. So long as you remain in the Colony, and demean 
yourself as becomes your office, you may depend upon the 
protection of the laws, and every assistance for promoting 
the publick service in my power ; and you may also be 
assured that the whole power of this Colony will be exert- 
ed to secure the persons and properties of the inhabitants 



NEWPORT (rHODE-ISLANd) COMMITTEE TO EASTHAMPTON 
(NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE. 

Newport, Rhode-Island, June 14, 1775. 

Sibs : This day we>eceived a letter from the Committee 
of Inspection at Barclay, advising us that Thomas Gilbert, 
Eb. Philips, and Joseph Winslow, some short time since, 
left that Town, in order to proceed from Newport to Long- 
Island, to be inoculated. Mr. Conckling, of Southamp- 
ton, informs us that they have taken the small-pox at one 
of your hospitals. This is to request the favour of you 
to be very cautious that neither of those persons be suffer- 
ed to depart the hospital until they are perfectly well and 
free from any infection, nor to suffer them to bring away 
any of their clothing, nor even a single hair upon their 
bodies, as they are all of them inveterate enemies of our 
Country, land it is generally thought have taken this me- 
thod to spread the small-pox, upon their return, in the 
camp now before the Town of Boston.. We rely upon 
your vigilance in this most important matter, and are, most 
respectfully, Sirs, your obedient humble servants, , 
* - -. - ■ Jonathan Otis, Chairman, 

To the Committee of Correspondence at Easthampton.^ 

P. S. It is further requested of you, that you keep said 
persons at your inoculation-house, till you have an oppor- 
tunity to send them to_New-London or Stonington, and 
desire the favour of the Committee of said place you may 
send them to, to take care that they may be cleansed again 
when they arrive there, and before they let th'em depart 
from thence. 



FALMOUTH COMMITTEE TO COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. . 

Falmouth, June 14, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: These wait on you by Colonel Phiney, 
who informs us he has ordered the men lately enlistejj in 
this County, to guard the sea-coasts and islands; within 
said County, to secure the cattle and sheep from the rav- 
ages of cruisers from the Navy ; but as no provision is 
made for their sustenance, it cannot be expected they can 
continue to do duty without. We refer you to Colonel 
Phiney for particulars. Four Indian chiefs arrived here 
this day, with Captain Lane, from the Penobscot tribe. 
We hope their expectations will be answered, which will 
lay a foundation for the securing to our interest the whole 
tribe. We are, honoured Sir, youtmost obedient humble 
servants, - Jedediah Preble, 

Enoch Freeman. 
Hon. Joseph Warren, Esq., to be communicated. 



INSTRUCTIONS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO THE 
GENTLEMEN CHOSEN TO REPAIR TO TICONTXEROGA. 

Watertown, June 14, 1775. 

To Walter Spooner, Jedediah Foster, and James 

Sullivan, Esquires: 

You are directed to proceed, as soon asmay be, to the 
posts of Ticonderoga and Crown Point, by the road through 
the new settlements, called the New-Hampshire Grants; 
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that you carefully observe the quality of the said road, and 
judge of the feasfbleness of transporting provisions by the 
said road to the waters of Lake Champlain ) that you take 
with you copies of the commission and instructions of the 
Committee ; of. Safety to Colonel Benedict Arnold, and 
inform yourselves, as fully as you shall be able, in what 
manner the said Colonel Arnold has .executed" his said 
commissiSn and instructions. 

That you make and give to the said Arnold, and any 
men whom he shall, by virtue of the said commission and 
instructions, retain in the service of this Colony, such 
orders as to you shall seem meet, provided always, that 
you do" not. authorize the said Arnold to engage and retain 
in the pay of this Colony, as soldiers, a greater number 
than that specified in his said commission and instructions, 
and provided, that the said Arnold and his men whom he 
has retained, are free and willing to continue at one or both 
of the said posts, under the command of such chief officer 
as is or shall be appointed by the Governrnenrof Connec- 
ticut; and in case you shall order such number of men to 
be continued at or near the said posts, in the pay of this 
Colony, as you shall judge it necessary there should be, 
that you appoint a Committee of one or more persons, in 
the pay of this Colony, to provide supplies for such men, 
and a Commissary to deal out such supplies to them, 
which Committee and Commissary you are to appoint in 
writing under your hands. 

And you are to determine and order respecting the said 
Arnold's continuing in the commission and pay of this 
Colony, as to you shall appear most for the general ser- 
vice and safety, after having made yourselves fully ac- 
quainted with the spirit," capacity, and conduct of the said 
Arnold. 

And in case you shall judge it proper to discharge the 
said Arnold, that you direct him to return to this Colony, 
and render his account of the disposition of the money, 
ammunition, and other things which he received at his' 
setting out upon his expedition, and also of the charges he 
has incurred, and the debts which he lias contracted"^ be- 
half of this Cojony, by virtue of the commission and in- 
structions aforesaid. And in case you shall find any men 
at the said posts, properly retained and engaged there in 
the. service of this Colony, that you cause them and their 
arms to be mustered, and that to such as shall pass muster 
you pay. out of the moneys which you shall receive from 
our Receiver-General for that purpose, the same advance 
pay as is by order of Congress paid to such men as are 
retained and mustered to serve within this Colony; and in 
case you shall not find any men at the said posts properly 
engaged and retained in the service of this Colonv, or that 
the number which you shall find so retained shall" be much 
short of the number which said Arnold was empowered 
to enlist, that then you, if you shall judge that the effec- 
tual security of said posts "shall require it, and if you shall 
also find a proper person in those parts fit and suitable. for 
the command of four hundred men, or such less number 
as "together with such as you shall find ordered and posted 
by any other Colony or Colonies, and shall also find that 
soldiers can be raised in those parts so seasonably as that 
thereby the effectual maintaining of the said posts may be 
served or promoted, you are to appoint meet persons to 
be officers and commanders for such a number of men as 
you shall, order to be enlisted, and give the necessary 
orders for raising, enlisting, "and maintaining them for such 
term as you shall judge necessary for defence of said posts, 
and also appoint some sufficient and faithful man as Muster- 
master and. Paymaster of such men, and leave sufficient 
moneys inhis hands for that purpose, taking proper receipts 
and his security that the money so left shall be applied to 
that. use. 

And you are to take a careful survey of the ordnance 
and ordnance-stores at those posts, together with all other 
articles necessary for the maintenance thereof, and report 
the state thereof to this Congress. 

And if you shall find it necessary to purchase powder 
for the men who shall be retained there on the part of this 
Colony, that you procure the same, and so much as you 
shall judge needful, in the best and most expeditious way 
you can, on the credit of this. Colony. 

And in general you are hereby fully empowered to do 
every thing in behalf of this Colony for the effectual secu- 



ring and maintaining those posts, which you shall judge 
necessary, equal to the importance of the same. 

You are further directed, when you shall have transact- 
ed what you are by the foregoing instructions authorized 
to do and transact at the posts aforesaid, by the very first 
opportunity to advise the general American Congress 
thereof, as also of your opinion of the necessity and im- 
portance of maintaining the said posts for general defence 
of these Colonies; and when you shall have made your- 
selves fully acquainted with the state and condition o*f the 
said posts, and the dispositions and establishments which 
you shall find are made for maintaining of them v if you 
shall judge that any further proyisrons are necessary for 
securing and maintaining them, you are directed fully and 
respectfully to signify your thoughts thereon to the Gene- 
ral Congress. 

You are also directed to advise the General Convention 
of the Colony of New-York, and the Governoiir of the 
Colony of Connecticut, respectively, of what "you shall 
order and transact by virtue of the said instructions. 



JOSIAH JONES AND JONATHAN HICKS TO MASSACHUSETTS 
CONGBESS. 

Concord, June 14, 1775. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of the Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay at WatErtown: 
Gentlemen: The sentiments of our hearts are such, 
that we cannot but hope an honest declaration of them 
will produce some alleviation of tlie difficulties to which 
we are reduced. We faithfully acknowledge that we have 
heretofore entertained opinions variant from those of our 
fellow-countrymen in general ; not, however, in consenting 
to the equity of every ministerial requisition or parliamen- 
tary claim, but in supposing it inexpedient and unsafe for 
us to bear arms against the power of Great Britain. If 
for this we should incur the imputation of cowardice, yet 
by no means let us be deemed traitors and enemies to our 
Country. We can say before God and "man", with perfect 
sincerity, that we do most affectionately wrish prosperity to 
our native land, and to the inhabitants in general of these 
American Colonies; and that we are ready at any time 
and at all times, so far as our abilities extend, to do any 
thing within the limits of justice that appears to us to be 
subservient to this important end. With the strictest regard 
to truth we affirm, that it was merely with a view of avoid- 
ing danger, and not from any want of friendship to our 
Country's cause and interest, that we of late took up our 
residence in the Town of Boston ; and we are not conscious 
of having offended our American brethren in any other in- 
stance of our conduct. Co.uld we now have our liberty 
and be permitted to live securely in the country, we should 
be ready to bind ourselves under the most, solemn obliga- 
tions never directly or indirectly to oppose, or in" any re- 
spect knowingly to disserve the cause in which the people 
are so seriously engaged. If we should be so unhappy as 
not to discern the propriety and prudence of any measures 
by them adopted for the.security of their, lives, liberties, 
and properties, yet we are ready to submit to the united 
wisdom of this whole. Continent, and to acquiesce in the 
judgment of our superiours, so far, at least, as in no degree 
to counteract their resolutions. ' " 

What we earnestly request, therefore, is, that the hon- 
ourable Congress would take what we thus faithfully offer, 
under their candid consideration, and devise means for our 
liberation, that" we may so serve our Country at least as to 
support ourselves, by our own industry, without being a 
pubhck charge. If we may not be wholly released from 
our confinement, it would be a favour most thankfully ac- 
cepted, to have the privilege of the yard, as the season is 
very warm. Whatever indulgences may be granted to us 
shall always be remembered with the warmest gratitude - 
by, gentlemen, your very obedient humble servant's, 

Josiah Jones, 
Jonathan Hicks. 



MACHIAS COMMITTEE TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Machlas, June 14, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We, the faithful and distressed inhabitants 
of Machias, beg leave once .more, in the most respectful 
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manner, to approach your presence, and spread before you 
a just and full representation of our very critical situation. 
On the 2d instant Captain Ichabod Jones arrived in this 
river with two sloops, accompanied with one of the King's 
tenders. On the 3d instant a paper was handed about for 
the people to sign, as a prerequisite to their obtaining any 
provisions, of which we were in great want. The. contents 
of this paper required the signers to indulge Captain Jones 
in carrying lumber to Boston, and to project him and his 
property at all events; but, unhappily for him, if not for 
us, it soon expired, after producing effects directly contrary 
in their nature Jo those intended. The next effort, in order 
to carry these favourite points, was to call a meeting, which 
was accordingly done. On the 6th the people generally 
assembled at the place appointed, and seemed so averse to 
the measures proposed, that Captain Jones privately went 
to the tender and caused her to move up so near the Town 
that her guns would reach the houses, and put springs upon 
her cables. The_ people, however, not knowing what was 
done, and considering themselves nearly "as prisoners of 
war in the hands of the common enemy, (which is our only 
plea for suffering Captain Jones to carry any lumber to 
Boston since your Honours conceived it improper,) passed 
a vote that Captain Jones might proceed in his business as 
usual without molestation ; that they would purchase the 
provision he brought into "the place, and pay him accord- 
ing to contract. After obtaining this vote, Captain Jones 
immediately ordered his vessels to the wharf, and distribu- 
ted his provisions among those only who voted in favour 
of his carrying lumber to Boston. This gave such offence 
to the aggrieved party, that they determined to take Cap- 
tain Jones, if possible, and put a final stop to his supply- 
ing the King's Troops with any thing. Accordingly, they 
secretly invited the people of Mispecka and Pleasant River 
to join them ; accordingly, a number of them came, and 
having joined our people in the woods, near the settle- 
ments, on the 11th, they all agreed to take Captain Jones 
and Stephen Jones, Esquire, in the place of worship, which 
they attempted, but Captain Jones made his escape into 
the woods, and does not yet appear; Stephen Jones, Esq., 
only was taken, and remains as yet under guard. The 
Captain and Lieutenant of the tender were also in the 
meeting-house, and fled to their vessel, hoisted their flag, 
and sent a message on shore to this effect : " That he had 
express orders to protect Captain Jones; that he was de- 
termined to do his duty, whilst he had life, and that if the 
people presumed to stop Captain Jones's vessels, he would 
burn the Town." Upon this, a party of our men went 
directly to stripping the sloop that lay at the wharf, and 
another party went off to take possession of the other sloop 
which lay below, and brought her up nigh a wharf, and 
anchored in the stream. The tender did not fire, but 
weighed her anchors as privately as possible, and in the 
dusk of the evening fell down, and came to within mus- 
ket-shot of the sloop, which obliged our people to slip 
their cable, and run the sloop aground. In the mean time, 
a considerable number of our people went down in boats 
and canoes, lined the shore directly opposite to the tender, 
and having""' demanded her to surrender, to America, re- 
ceived for answer, "Fire, and be damn'd." They imme- 
diately fired in upon her, which she returned, and a smart 
engagement ensued. The tender at last slipped her cable, 
and fell down to aJSrfiall sloop, commanded by Captain To- 
bey, and lashed herself to her for the remainder of the 
night. In the morning of the 12th they took Captain 
Tobey out of his vessel for a pilot, and made all the sail 
they could to get off, as the wind and tide favoured ; but 
having carried away her main boom, and meeting with a 
sloop from the Bay of Fundy, they came to, robbed the 
sloop of her boom and gaft, took almost all her provisions, 
together with Mr. Robert Avery, of Norwich, in Connec- 
ticut, and proceeded on her "voyage. Our people seeing 
her go off in the morning, determined to follow her; about 
forty men, armed with guns, swords, axes, and pitchforks, 
went in Captain Jones's sloop, under the command of 
Captain Jeremiah O'Brien, and about twenty, armed in 
the same manner, and under the command of Captain 
Benjamin Foster, went in a small schooner. During the 
chase, our people built themselves breast-works of pine 
boards, and any thing they could find in the vessels that 
would screen them from the enemy's fire. The lender, 



upon the first appearance of our people, cut her boats from 
the stern, and made all the sail she could; but being a 
very dull sailer, they soon came up with her, and a most 
obstinate engagement ensued, both sides being determined 
to conquer or die. But the tender was obliged to yield ; 
her Captain was wounded in the breast with two balls, of 
which wounds he died next morning. Poor Mr. Avery 
was killed, and one of the" marines, and five wounded ; 
only one of our men was killed, and six wounded, one of 
whoni has since died of his wounds. . , / 

The battle was fought at the entrance of our harbour, 
and lasted for near the space of one hour. We have in 
our possession four double-fortified three-pounders, and 
fourteen swivels, and a number of small arms, which we 
took with the tender, besides a very small quantity of am- 
munition, &c. Thus we have given your Honours as par- 
ticular an account of this affair as possible ; we now apply to 
you for advice, and for a supply of ammunition and pro- 
visions, (the latter of which we have petitioned your Hon- 
ours for already,) which, if we. could be fully supplied 
with, we doubt not but, with the blessing of Heaven, we 
should be fully able to defend ourselves. We purpose to 
convey the prisoners to Penalborough Jail, as soon as pos- 
sible, there to await your orders. 

We are, with deference, your Honours' most obedient 
humble servants. By order of the Committee ; 

Geo. Stillman, Clerk. 

To the Honourable Congress of the Massachusetts-Bay. 



TO THE FUBLICK, 

Cecil County, Maryland, June 15, 1775. 

A regard to truth and reputation prompts me to expose 
the falsehood and iniquity of a publication in Godilard's 
Maryland Journal Tof the 24th of May. This account is 
formally ushered into the world under the supposed pa- 
tronage of the respectable Committee of Cecil County, 
and has been copied in other papers to the northward. I 
declare, however, in the most solemn manne.r, that no such 
summons as is mentioned jn the above publication, was 
ever served upon me; and I am at liberty to add, upon 
the authority of Messrs. John Veazey, Junior, Chairman, 
and John Veazey, the third, acting Clerk, that the pro- 
ceedings of the Committee respecting me have not been 
faithfully published, and have, neither their sanction "nor 
consent. In short, the father of the child, like the framer 
of the Quebeck Bill, cannot be found, although he has 
been diligently sought for; but his friends, it is hoped, will 
not despair of his reformation, since he has the grace to 
hide his face. Indeed, he blunders exceedingly in his pre- 
sent attempts to rob me of my character, for he makes a 
James Veazey Chairman, whereas there is no such man in' 
the County; but I forgive him, and sincerely wish him a 
better head as well as a better Jieart. It is the lot of men 
more worthy than me to have enemies; I have rnine; and 
they have been industrious to make every, one think as ill 
of me as they do themselves. For this laudable purpose 
they take advantage of the distraction of the times, and 
would fain convince the world that I am an enemy to lib- 
erty. Now, although I candidly own that my politicks 
are not quite agreeable to theirs, yet I trust in the main 
I am right ; I am deeply principled against the assumed 
powers of the British Parliament to tax these Colonies, 
and complain of, and have done as much to oppose their 
late acts, as many of those who make turbulence and 
clamour the test of patriotism. Charles Gordon. 



TO THE PRINTER OF THE MARYLAND GAZETTE. 

Please to inform Mr. Charles Gordon, (to save him the 
trouble of any farther inquiry,) that the proceedings which 
appeared against him in Mr. Goddard's Journal were trans- 
mitted to Baltimore Town by the Committee of Charles- 
town Hundred, to be printed in handbills, as the most 
effectual way of carrying into execution the intention of the 
County Committee, who directed that their resolves, re- 
specting him, should be carefully published in every Hun- 
dred through the County. We are sorry that the printer was 
so inaccurate as to mistake the Chairman's christian name. 
We also find that the preamble to the resolve (which, by 
the by, is not set forth as the proceedings of the Commit- 
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tee,) is worded somewhat different from that which stands 
upon the Committee's minute-book, occasioned by our "not 
taking a copy of the preamble or. summons, "at the time 
we copied the affidavit and resolve. However, to do Mr. 
Gordon all the justice he can require, we will give the pub- 
lick an opportunity of judging for themselves, how much 
he was injured by that unfaithful publication, as he calls it, 
and for that purpose, herewith send you an extract and ver- 
batim copy of the proceedings from the Committee Mi- 
nutes, signed with the Clerk's own hand, by which will also 
appear what credit is due to Mr. Gordon's assertions. Your 
inserting this, together with the proceedings in your next 
paper, Will much oblige your humble servants, 

. s. Pat. Hamilton, ") n .,,- r 

iv- D Committee for 

■■■■..-!■■ . -J\ at. Ramsey, I r „ , . •' 

t tt > Charlcstown 

John Hamilton, 

Thos. Hughes, 



Hundred. 



- At a meeting of the Committee for Cecil County, at Elk- 

■ Ferry, on the sixteenth day of May, 1775, 

John Veazey, Jun., Chairman: 
■ Whereas great complaints have this day been made 
against Charles Gordon, Esq., Attorney-at-Law, for that 
he hath infamously reflected on the members of this Com- 
mittee, and the Deputies of this County, who lately at- 
tended the Provincial Convention:" These are therefore 
requiring the said Charles Gordon that he appear before this 
Committee at the house of Thomas Spvin, at Elk-Ferry, 
to-morrow, at two o'clock, P. M., to answer unto said com- 
plaint ; hereof fail not at your peril. Returnable to-morrow, 
at two o'clock, P. M. John Veazey, 3d, 

. . '" feting Clerk. 

To Charles Gordon, Esq., Attorney-at-Law, near Warwick. 

On which said Summons was thus endorsed, 

Cecil County, ss. 

Qn this seventeenth day of May, 1775, personally came 
William Savin before me, the subscriber, one of his Lord- 
ship's Justices of .said County, and made oath on the Holy 
Evangelist of Almighty God, that he served Mr. Gordon 
with a copy of the within summons in time for him to have 
observed it ; and that be told him (this deponent) that he 
would not meet, ancl if the Committee wanted him they 
must come to his plantation, but not inside his yard-gate ; 
that he asked why they did not come or send some of their 
head men; that upon his (this deponent) saying that he 
believed if he did not comply with their request, that they 
would all come, he (Mr. Gordon) said he was ready to re- 
ceive them; that his plantation was large enough to hold 
them, but they must not come inside his gate, or there 
would be lives lost ; that Mr. Gordon told him that he had 
said, and does still say, that there are a parcel of damned 
scoundrels of the Committee, and that if they have any 
thing to say to him, they must come to him, for he is at all 
their defiances. Sworn before David Smith. 

Which being taken into consideration, the Committee 
came to the following determination : 

Whereas Chas. Gordon, Attorney-at-Law, in this Coun- 
ty, hath treated this Committee with great contempt and 
insolence ; and whereas the general tenour of his conduct 
hath, for a long time past, been such as, in their opinions, 
declare him to be an enemy to the general cause of liberty, 
for which, they are now contending ; and he hath this day 
been duly summoned to appear and answer unto the above 
charge, to which he hath returned an impertinent and inso- 
lent answer, even menacing this Committee with destruc- 
tion, if they attempted to proceed any further against him : 

It is therefore Resolved, That the said Charles Gordon 
lie under the imputation of being an enemy to this Country, 
and as such, we will have no dealings or communication 
with him, nor permit him to transact business with us or 
for us, either in a publick or private capacity, which shall 
be commenced after the date hereof, until he appear before 
this Committee and fully satisfy them with respect to the 
above charge; and we do earnestly recommend to all the 
good people of this County to observe the same line of 
conduct. 

Ordered, That this be published iireacb Hundred. 

True copy from the Minutes : 

John Veazey, 3d, Acting Clerk. 



. • . TO LORD NORTH. 

— London, June 15, 1775. 

My Lord : Whilst I feel the deepest anguish and sensi- 
bility for the loss of our hapless countrymen who lately fell 
in the action with the Americans, near Boston, suffer me 
to entreat you to stay the sword, and suspend any further 
operations against the Colonies, until some happy concilia- 
ting" means may be devised, some fortunate expedient may 
be hit upon, to heal the bleeding wounds and reunite us 
again with that unfortunate and distracted Country. Tt is, 
my Lord, the sincere wish of every true friend of freedom, 
who are too sensibly afflicted, adequately to express their 
feelings on the above most, melancholy event. 

As a well-wisher to your Lordship and all mankind, I 
entreat you, from every motive of humanity, to listen to 
the dictates of sound reason and policy, and you cannot 
fail of being convinced of the justice and expediency of a 
measure so essentially requisite to stop the further effusion 
of the blood of our countrymen, and prevent us from be- 
ing engaged in all the horrours of_a civil and intestine, war ; 
the bare apprehension of which, my Lord, fills me with the 
most poignant anxiety, and makes me dread the impending 
consequences with a torture of mind utterly impossible to 
be described. 

If, by those extraordinary exertions which have often pro- 
ceeded from people contending for their liberties, or by any 
of those accidents which have frequently decided the fate 
of battles and of empires, taking the victory from the strong 
and the race from the swift, we should be repulsed, to what 
a state of humiliation should we be reduced? Such is the 
insuperable absurdity of the measure, that whether victors 
or vanquished, we are sure of being sufferers. 

With ties so strong to bind. us to each other, is it not 
strange, is it not deplorable that we should differ? Do 
they who talk of chastising Our Colonies and reducing them 
to obedience, consider how much we hazard when we dis- 
solve those ties ? What, are we to substitute in their place 
force and fear, which Tacitus wisely tells us are insecure re- 
straints, and always succeeded by inveterate hatred ? When 
these consequences follow from the coercive measures we 
are now pursuing, will the counsellors who have impelled 
us to them by representations, (riot, 1 am" sure, very fair,) 
defend us from their fatal effects? 

It is from experience only, my Lord, that men learn 
wisdom ; but, unhappily, sometimes the injury of the ex- 
periment is irretrievable. We have too much reason, I 
think, to apprehend that this will be the. event of our pre- 
sent contest with America. 

I acknowledge I admire the bravery of our Troops. What 
men can do they will do; but in a Country furnished with 
fastnesses and defiles without number, intimately known to 
the enemy you are to combat, where discipline is unavail- 
ing or embarrassing, and valour useless, it requires more 
than human power to succeed to any permanent purpose. 
Heaven forbid that the bravery of suchtroops as the En- 
glish should be so vainly, so fatally employed. They who 
remember the fatal overthrow of Braddock by a few In- 
dians in ambush, an overthrow incurred" by the very disci- 
pline in which he vainly put his trust, will be apt to doubt 
the facility of reducing the Colonies by military force. They 
who reflect that the united aid and effortsof all the Colo- 
nies were necessary to give success to our arms in the late 
war against the Canadians, will be. still more doubtful of 
this expedient. 

But, my Lord, so much having been already said on the 
subject, I will not take up more of your valuable moments, 
which I am persuaded must now be fully employed. In- 
dulge me, however, once more to entreaty our most serious 
attention to the true interest and happiness of this Coun- 
try, aad to the welfare of our brethren in America; so shall 
you be revered and esteemed by all good men, your name 
deservedly transferred with honour to posterity, and the 
tribute of gratitude, affection, and esteem, be echoed from 
every quarter of this great and extensive Empire. 

Memento. 



BRITISH SETTLEMENTS ON THE MISSISSIPPI. 

New-Yoik, June 15, 1775. 

We have authority to communicate to the publick, from 
his Excellency Montford Browne, Esq., Govemour and 



IB 






a LJSj f Sj i aLk 



i^fi».>.-"'Vj^T ~»^*"*»H» 



993 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, JUNE, 1775. 



994 



Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty's Bahama Islands, sippi, favoured with the benign influence of a British Gov- 

that his Excellency being possessed of several very exten- eminent, under which freedom and property are inviolably 

sive and valuable tracts of land (as well by grants from the sacred, would be productive of the happiest consequences, 

Crown, as by purchase) situated on the banks of the River especially as some arguments may be urged in support of 

Mississippi and Mobile, in West-Florida, to the amount of such a measure, which, perhaps, never before existed in a 

one hundred and fifty thousand acres and upwards, (ex- case of colonization. 

elusive of Dauphin Island, whose situation for trade is so In the first place, contrary to the general principles of 

well known,) is desirous of encouraging all substantial plant- new establishments, the Mother Country iir neither to be 

ers or others, who wish to become settlers in those parts, drained of a subject, nor the Government to incur the 



The fertility of soil, salubrity of climate, and most delight 
ful situation of those tracts, are so well known, that they 
need no fuller description than that printed by his Excel- 
lency for His Majesty, who has thought fit to order the in- 
tended capital, on account of its rising consequence and 
most convenient situation, to be removed from Fort Bute 
to Browne's Cliffs, nearly opposite to that most beautiful 
and populous Town called Point- Coupee, belonging to the 
Spaniards. 

For further particulars his Excellency refers the publick 
to the printed reasons left with the printer hereof, in order 
that those who are inclined to remove to that flourishing 
Province may be well informed, and may, by application 
to his .Excellency, at New-Providence, be well assured of 
mee.ting with every encouragement they can wish for or 
desire. 

Governour Browne's Reasons, as 'presented to the King, 
for an immediate Civil Government in the British Do- 
minions adjoining to the River Mississippi, in North- 
America. 

Whoever is conversant with the natural history of Ame- 



mmutest expense. To maintain these assertions, it must 
be observed, that since the conclusion of the late War at 
least twenty thousand families in the old English Colonies 
have removed, on account of the extending population and 
the barrenness of the soil, to the back settlements of their 
respective Provinces. Their emigration has been incon- 
ceivably injurious to the places which they have deserted, 
and must be equally injurious to the interest of this King- 
dom ; for in proportion as choice or necessity has detached 
these people from an intercourse with the seats of trade, 
they have been driven into manufactures. Agriculture, un- 
doubtedly, is the grand mine of American opulence^, but 
men must sacrifice their wishes to their wants; and such 
articles as the back settler cannot purchase without much 
difficulty or much loss, he will naturally attempt to make 
for his own accommodation. His efforts at first may be awk- 
ward, yet he will improve upon practice, and succeed at 
last, where he only labours for convenience or utility. The 
consequence is obvious ; consuming none of her eornmodi* 
ties, he becomes commercially annihilated to the State; 
nor does the evil terminate even in such annihilation.. His 
example incessantly encourages the emigration of others, 
rica, must be sensible, from the concurrent testimony of anc ' ' avs tne foundation of that independency for America, 
writers, travellers, and engineers, that no country in the which is alone to be dreaded from her maturity in manufac- 
universe exceeds the neighbourhood of the Mississippi in tures, and which is big with so many dangers to the gene- 
fertility of soil, salubrity of climate, or convenience of situa- ra l happiness of the British Empire. Was a civil Govern- 
tion. Both sides of the river, previous to the late peace, ment, therefore, formed on the Mississippi, great numbers 
in which the eastern was ceded to Great Britain, went °/ these emigrants would immediately proceed to a situa-. 
under the general name of Louisiana, and they have been tl0n so peculiarly calculated to the unbounded Views of 
long celebrated, np less for the prodigious diversity than commerce; where, from necessitous farmers, they would 
the prodigious luxuriancy of their productions. They fie- become considerable planters ; where, from being worse 
quently yield two annual crops of Indian corn, as well as tnan I° st > tne y would speedily be recovered ; and instead 
rice, and, with a little cultivation, would furnish grain of °f hourly impairing, they would hourly add to the true 
every kind in the most flattering abundance. But their prosperity of this Kingdom. Yet numerous as the back 



value is not confined to the fertility of the meadows, or the 
immensity of the champaign lands; their timber is as fine 
as any in the world, and the quantities of live-oak, ash, 
mulberry, walnut, palm, cypress, and cedar, are equally as- 
tonishing.* Yet what is still more astonishing, above a mil- 
lion of acres are sufficiently clear on the English borders 
to admit of instant habitation, and to answer all the purposes 
of a Colony long improved. The advantages which they 
offer are not remote, they are immediate ; they do not call 
for the industry of years, like many of the senior Provinces 
in America, but, on the first appearance of the settler, 
present themselves to be enjoyed. The neighbourhood 
of the Mississippi, besides, furnishes the richest fruits in 
an infinite variety ; particularly grapes, oranges, lemons, and 
olives, in the highest perfection. It abounds with silk, cot- 
ton, sassafras, saffron, and rhubarb ; is particularly adapted 
for flax and hemp, and the goodness of tobacco even equals 



settlers of the old English Provinces are known to be, 
they do not constitute by any means the only foundation 
on which England may depend for the speedy establish- 
ment of a flourishing Colony; on the contrary, many thou- 
sand foreign settlers in Louisiana, who have formed a 
strong interest with the Indians, will directly place them- 
selves under the protection of the British Government ;* 

*Mr. John Duradc, late a settler of great eminence on the Missis, 
sippi, now residing at Pensaeola, wrote, in February, 1770, to Gov- 
ernour Browne, in the following terras : " The cruelties committed by 
the Spaniards, and their tyrannical yoke, are circumstances which 
cannot fail of procuring to the English possessions, from their prox- 
imity, an acquisition of many industrious families, who will be able to 
transport their effects thither without risk, and are acquainted with 
the soil and other circumstances. Germans and Acadians axe equally 
uneasy under their new masters ; the latter are settled near Manchack, 
(a part of the British territory,) and would be the. fhei to resort 
thither." 

Mr. Durade, in the same letter to Governour Browne, expatiates 



the Brazils ;_ cochineal also, of the best quality, is found ^cor^-*'-' 7 -° f " le C '° U " tl7 ' th9 saIubrit y of *«. climate, and 
in plenty on its banks, and indigo is at this moment a sta- 
pie commodity, which commonly yields four cuttings to the 
planter. In a word, whatever is rich or rare in the choicest 
climates of Europe, seems natural to such a degree on the 
Mississippi, that France, though she sent few or no emi- 
grants into Louisiana but decayed soldiers, or the refuse of 
her streets, (and these very poorly supplied witH the imple- 
ments of husbandry,) soon began to dread a rival in her 
Colony, particularly in the cultivation of vines, from which 
she prohibited the Colonists, under a very heavy penalty. 
Yet soil and situation triumphed over all political restraints, 
and the adventurers, at the end of the late war, were little 
inferiour to the most ancient settlements of America in all 
the modern refinements of luxury. From the success 
attending the French settlers, under every possible disad- 
vantage, it is evident that an establishment on the Missis- 



* The Spaniards now cut down as much timber as they think proper 
on the British side of the Mississippi, and send it away to the Havana, 
for the use of their Navy, without interruption. 

Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 



ain advantages which the proposed settlement would pro- 
duce to Great Britain. He declared, that a man, his wife, and five 
children, with two negroes, one wench, on a farm of eighteen acres, 
may "not only subsist very well, but make an annual saving, 'propor- 
tioned to their industry. Hunting affords infinite assistance to the 
inferiour inhabitants, wild cattle and deer, abounding beyond belief, 
and the rivers teeming in equal plenty with the most Excellent fish. 
Mr. Durade affirms, as an attested fact, that twenty negroes, such as 
are usually employed, will yield a yearly profit of twenty thousand 
French Livres, and deducting three thousand Livres'for their mainte- 
nance and mortality, seventeen thousand, or seven hundred and eighty 
Pounds English, is the very least which the planter can reasonably 
expect from their labour, even if they are employed but eight months 
in the cultivation of Indigo. Mr. Durade adds, that many planters 
who began only with one negro, have now from twenty to fifty on 
their plantations, and requests Governour Browne, in case an. English 
Government is erected on the Mississippi, to intercede for a grant of 
four thousand acres for him, together with an equal grant for a brother 
of his. "Expedite the patents (says he) as soon as possible, that we 
may immediately establish ourselves ; but if the settlement is Hot made, 
we must decline the grant, as it will become useless." 

Besides Mons. Durade's letter, Governour Browne received the fol- 
lowing application from a body of the French, which quitted the west, 
em side of the Mississippi rather than be subject to Spain. They are 
now at Pensaeola, waiting with the utmost impatience for an opportuni- 
ty of putting themselves under the protection of our Government, and 
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and, added to ihe certainty of this valuable increase, various 
very opulent members of the community at home will 
undertake, on their own entire risk, to collect emigrants 
from Germany, from Italy, and different foreign States, 
particularly the Greeks, and other distressed inhabitants on 
the Mediterranean, to cultivate the banks of the English 
Mississippi, where the luxuries of their respective Coun- 
tries, which now take immense sums annually in specie from 
Great Britain, may be raised as in any part of Europe. 

Perhaps it may he remarked, that our American coloni- 
zation is already sufficiently extensive, and that there is no 
possibility of erecting new settlements without an essential 
injury to the old ones : it cannot on this account be too fre- 
quently enforced, that the establishment proposed by no 
means interferes with the interest of the other Provinces ; 
its chief excellence consists in producing what they are not 
at all calculated to produce, and in furnishing those silks, 
fruits, wines, and different delicacies which we are now 
unavoidably compelled to purchase from strangers, to the 
incredible injury of our manufactures. For this reason, 
while the luxuries of life materially constitute the springs 
of commerce, it is doubtless good policy, to procure them 

have already obtained lands on the British borders of the River, from 
a full persuasion that we cannot long continue insensible to the advan. 
tages of so valuable a territory. 

To Governour Browne : 

Sir : As you are at the eve of leaving this Province, and returning 
to England, we, possessors of lands on the borders of the River Missis, 
sippi, take the liberty to make you our representations, requesting, 
Sir, "you "would be pleased to submit them to the British Government, 
and to take any steps in this affair you shall think convenient. 

The River Mississippi is now well known ; the very great advan- 
tages which would result from a settlement on it are likewise so. A 
very extensive and beneficial fur trade would inevitably fall into our 
hands. This object alone deserves the highest consideration ; besides 
which the wholesomeness of the climate, and its natural richness, 
makes the planters certain of reaping a very great benefit from their 
industry. And notwithstanding all these advantages, we dare not un. 
dertake any settlement. 

The want of a civil Government, supported by the military, is the 
only obstacle to this settlement, which would certainly be obviated by 
the assistance of a Court of Justice and one Regiment; which, if once 
granted, from that instant our unwearied zeal in settling on the borders 
of the River would manifest itself. And this is certainly an epoch 
which numbers of good_subjects wish for with impatience, in order to 
come over to His British Majesty's Dominions ; as well those who have 
lands, as those who want to purchase, of whom there is a great number, 
would soon, by their industry and labours, render this a flourishing 
Province, and, in time, of great importance to England. The greatest 
part of the French, Acadian, and German planters are determined to 
free themselves from the Spanish yoke ; this makes them very desirous 
to see our settlements on the border of the River in a condition fit for 
them to settle there with safety, and where they would find a place of 
refuge to cover them from the oppressions and evil treatment they 
daily experience from their new masters. Were it practicable for them 
to remove their effects, they would long since have fled to Mobile or 
Pensacola; but their flight would have been their inevitable ruin. 
Their taking refuge in this settlement is very different, as they can 
execute it without being perceived or molested by the jealousy and 
tyranny of the Spiniards. Certainly no like enterprise could ever meet 
with more favourable circumstances than these which offer; this set. 
tlement could not possibly be formed in a better time. For, besides 
what has passed between the French and Spaniards, which plainly 
proves with what reluctance the former bear the yoke of the latter, 
which they endeavour to shake off, it is to be considered that the 
Spaniards are detested by the savages, who will always continue sin- 
cere .and faithful allies to the French, to whatever place they retire, 
which must strengthen the English alliance with the savages. 

To all these considerations we shall add one, which does not seem 
to deserve less attention. The settlement in question once formed, we 
could erect warehouses, with goods of English manufactory, not only 
fit for the use of His pritish Majesty's subjects, but likewise for that 
of the Spaniards themselves, or such inhabitants as should remain un- 
der their subjection, (French ships are no longer admitted, they are 
forced to set off without unloading,) who would certainly come to be 
supplied therewith. No dry-goads are allowed but such as are brought 
from Spain; this circumstance enhances the prices about ninety per 
cent. • We could supply them much cheaper. 

Your disposition to oblige and assist all those who request it, joined 
to the personal interest you have in common with us in this affair, as- 
sures us, Sir, that you will do all that lies in your power to procure 
the success of this settlement. 

We most sincerely wish you a prosperous voyage, and a happy arri- 
val at England. And we do assure you we should be rejoiced to see 
you once more among us, and vested with new honours. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

Signed — Pierre Rouchon, Pere, H. Lagautrais, Fils, Gerome Metu- 

lick, Jaques Durade, Jean Durade, D'Oraioire, E. Bernard, — Tim- 

mermftns, P. Eouchon, Fils, Lagoutry, Fils, — — Bichie, Vincent 

La Combe, Dennis Du Faud, B. Boulomois, Joseph Milon, Jean Bap- 

tiste Cornillieu, Fourdas, Charles Blanchard, Lagoutrey, Pere, 

Monsanto, Line, D. Milhet, J. Vincent, Locquet Delapommeraye, Vi- 
cenzo Corona, P. Aostion, Pere, Baptiste Olis, P. Hochoit, J, Mon- 
santo, Freres, J. Monsanto, Freres. 
'To Mquntfort Browne, Esq., Governour of West-Florida, &c. 

To prove the certainty still further of foreign American, settlers re- 
moving to the British Dominions on the Mississippi, the reader is pre. 



on the most profitable terms ; it is doubtless good policy to 
convert them into the means of opulence for the colonist 
abroad, into the means of employment for the artisan at 
home. On such a principle extravagance itself is made a 
secondary virtue in the. state ; whereas, when we suffer 
ready money to be taken from us by foreigners, for articles 
which our own Dominions are able to supply, we sustain 
an accumulated loss-t-we lose not. only the value of the 
commodity bought, but the labour of a subject who could 
raise it ; we undermine the pillars of our national strength, 
and build the greatness of a rival upon the ruin of our 
evident prosperity. - ' 

But if the silk, the oil, the wines, and the numberless 
other articles of luxurious consumption, which promise 
such a liberal reward to the hand of industry in Louisiana, 
are not sufficient to exalt the_cqunfry in our esteem, let us 
turn to the growth of hemp, an object materially necessary 
for the use of the British, Navy, in which the chief .strength 
of the British Empire is universally allowed to consist. 
Hemp is so indispensably requisite for the purposes of trade 
and navigation, that foreign Powers sell it to this Kingdom 
at their own prices, and are consequently able at any time, 

sented with the following extract of a Report made to the Government 
by Engineer Cambell, on the subject of Louisiana ; 

EXTRACT OF A REPORT MADE TO GOVERNMENT BY ENGINEER CAMBELL. 

I was treated by the French and Indiansof every denomination with 
hospitality and friendship. Their regret on our posts being deserted 
was apparent and unanimous, and declared that were they at present 
occupied, they would all remove to our side ; even their Priests ex- 
pressed a desire of becoming British subjects. One of them assured 
me that were our settlements re-established, and admitting them the 
privileges of religion, he would engage at a short" hotico to remove 
three hundred French families into the Province of W'st-Flprida, and 
attach the different tribes of Indians to us in the strongest manner, I 
visited Hamas, Jansaws, and Alabamas, among whom I distributed 
the fow presents sent with me ; they showed me every mark of friend- 
ship and distinction in their power, and solemnly promised an inviola- 
ble alliance towards us. The Indians are jto the full as civilized as 
our peasants, are very industrious, and have been very useful to the 
French, under whoso direction they are entirely. ' Most of them Bpeak 
good French ; and I am fully convinced that their hatred to the Span- 
iards is very pleasing to the French, the latter using their influence to 
heighten it, and at the samo time to attach them to us ; they tell them 
the French and English are one people, friends and brothers, Thoy 
very much encourage and establish religion among them, ami the In- 
dians are in general very devout. On their hearing the arrival of the 
Spaniards, they assembled and waited on Mr. Aubrey, and in presence 
of General O'Reiley, demanded the reason why the French permitted 
the Spaniards to possess the Province of Louisiana, He answered 
them that as he had but few troops, the Spaniards_ were too powerful 
for him to oppose ; whereupon O'Reiley showed them the Spanish 
Troops under "arms ; they replied, his troops were of no consequence, 
for that if the French chose to resist or expel, they would engage to 
supply a sufficient force for that purpose. The most reputable of the 
French, Dutch, and Acadian inhabitants desired to know if I could 
give them any assurance when our posts could be re-established. I 
told them they might rest assured that it would happen. very soon, and 
referred to my instructions from. Government, and the motive of my 
being sent up the River, as a confirmation of it. This created a gene- 
ral satisfaction among them. 

The establishment of proper posts would undoubtedly draw away 
most of the inhabitants of Louisiana, many of whom are rich, expe- 
rienced planters ; and as to the few that would remain^ we should havo 
all their produce on the most advantageous terms, in exchange for tho 
produce and manufactures of Britain ; as Spain will never think of 
supplying them on any other terms than she does her other American 
Colonbs. Thus, while we preserve our right to a free navigation, and 
give a necessary protection to our subjects, it is impossible to fail in 
carrying off not only the produce of the country, but also the money 
sent by Spain to defray their Government expenses, without tho least 
violation or infringement of treaty on our side ; for in this Province 
the Spaniards' necessities compel them to meet us more than halfway, 
and run every risk to be supplied by us. 

We have an immense tract of the most fertile land on our side of 
the Mississippi, the produce of which does not interfere with that of 
Great Britain. French wines have flourished in as great perfection 
there as in any part of France, on which accounts the inhabitants of 
Louisiana were restrained under severe penalties from cultivating vines. 
This shows that we might be supplied with a sufficient quantity of wine 
from West-Florida, the growth pf that country, in exchange for our 
commodities. I am likewise, with certainty, assured that it is capable 
of producing the best silk in abundance. These are advantages well 
worthy that spirit of trade, from which the wealth and happiness of 
our State in general derive their source, To expatiate further on this 
matter is needless ; the benefits to he derived from such an establish- 
ment are too obvious to be further enlarged upon. 

But I must add, that no other country produces better or greater 
quantities of indigo, cotton, rice, Indian corn, tobacco, and hemp ; 
which, together with the fur and peltry trade, which can be easily se- 
cured to ourselves by prudent management, are, in my opinion, advan- 
tages infinitely superiour to those of the Spanish mines. 

Thus far Engineer Cambell. 

Engineer Putnam, who lately visited Louisiana, and published an 
account of his expedition, coincides entirely with Mr. Cambell, and 
naturally enough ascribes the impatience of the French under a Spanish 
Government, among other causes, to the tyranny of General O'tieiley, 
who, without any process whatsoever, ordered six- of their chief inhabi. 
tants to be executed upon his taking possession of the Country. 
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by an interdiction of the traffick, to prove Very formidable 
enemies. The interdiction, indeed, is no way likely, yet 
is possible ; and a wise Government should not depend 
upon strangers for any commodity of consequence, which 
may be raised in its own territories, and by raising which, 
instead of relaxing, as is the present case, it must evidently 
invigorate the sinews of the body commercial. On the 
Mississippi, therefore, where the plenty of provision ena- 
bles the Colonist with his Negroes, to work as cheap as in 
any part of Europe, it would be highly advisable to encou- 
rage the cultivation of hemp. It cannot be a question 
whether a trading people should part with money or manu- 
factures ; whether they should employ the subjects of other 
Nations, or increase the opulence of their own ; nor can it 
be a question which is most eligible, a losing commerce 
with out neighbours, or a gaining one between themselves. 
As this representation is not the exaggerated picture of 
over-heated visionaries, who colour from report, but the 
faithful face of fact, drawn from an accurate knowledge of 
the country, enough is certainly said to prove the advan- 
tages resulting from a civil establishment on the Missis- 
sippi ; yet justice to the publick makes it necessary to add 
some farther remarks ; and first, it may possibly be observed, 
that, the British Mississippi is already erected into British 
Government, and is at this moment under the jurisdiction 
of West-Florida: to this it is answered, that the chief bene- 
fit arising from the possession of West-Florida, is the bar- 
rier which it forms for the British Colonies against the 
incursions of their neighbours. As an object of commer- 
cial importance, it never has been, nor ever can be thought 
of, unless some plan similar to the present, is adopted ; 
because those places within the jurisdiction of that Gov- 
ernment, which are chiefly calculated for trade, are the 
very places to which it is wholly incapable of yielding 
protection ; could it protect, the proposal of the new estab- 
lishment would be impertinent. But Pensacola is at too 
great and disadvantageous a distance for any settler on 
the Mississippi to consider it as a protector ; in the hour 
of surprise, he may as well look for assistance from the 
tower of London- — he may be slaughtered long before the 
least intimation of his danger can be communicated to his 
defender; and of course tew, very few, will attempt to 
improve a property so precarious, or bestow the efforts of 
their industry where the fruits are continually liable to be 
torn from their hands. 

Till this Kingdom, therefore, shall think proper to afford 
settlers on the Mississippi a sufficient protection in a civil 
establishment of their own, the finest country, perhaps, in 
the habitable world, will remain utterly useless to its real 
sovereign ; nay, it will be worse than negatively prejudicial, 
it will be positively injurious. It will furnish the object of 
a rival stale with endless springs of wealth, and enable 
them to wrest an exhaustless traffick from the subjects of 
the lawful proprietary. Whereas, by separating the Mis- 
sissippi from West-Florida to which, as an appendage, it 
must be of eternal inutility, and erecting it into a distinct 
Government, Great Britain will secure the golden harvest 
for herself; will establish a more effectual barrier against all 
possible encroachments on her Colonies ; maintain the sanc- 
tity of her acknowledged dominion ; and, instead of fearing 
inroads from her neighbours, will herself be in a situation 
to command the repose of America. With the settlement 
proposed, we shall be able, in any future difference with 
Spain, to make an easy descent upon the enemy's hitherto 
unattempted empire of Mexico. Without it, the Span- 
iards-will be able, in the first rupture, to take the Floridas 
from us, which are only to be assisted through a tedious 
passage by Jamaica;* consequently, if the sense of our 
trading interest does not wake us to the propriety of the 
measure, we should be roused by the sense of our apparent 
danger. Apprehension itself should operate in the room 
of policy, and we should at least guard the advantages we 
possess, if we are even unwilling to extend the means of 
our prosperity. 

It is universally acknowledged, that the last war chiefly 
resulted from the influence which the French acquired 
with the Indians, whom they spirited up to continual rava- 

* Engineer and Comptroller Mill, who reported upon the British 
Mississippi to the Commissioners of the Customs at Boston, declares, 
that without the settlement proposed, the Spaniards, in the first rupture 
with us, must be in ample condition to deprive us of the Floridas. 



ges of the English settlements. Whatever neighbour pos- 
sesses this influence must always be in a capacity of annoy- 
ing, as well as interested to annoy the British Dominions 
in America; and Government, conscious of the danger, 
incurs an expense, at this hour, much superiour to the 
charge of an establishment on the Mississippi, to keep the 
natives in good humour by little presents among their sev- 
eral tribes ; a large present, however, from another Power 
will make them instantly enemies. Now the Colony pro- 
posed will effectually prevent their communication with 
any other Power, and of course purchase a certain state of 
tranquillity upon terms more moderate than we mow buy a 
precarious one. This circumstance is in itself an object of 
the utmost importance to those who are acquainted with 
the horrours of an Indian war. And surely, if it is pru- 
dent to bribe the savages into good order, it must be a 
greater degree of prudence to incapacitate them from of- 
fending. If four thousand pounds a year, for argument sake, 
is judiciously distributed to keep them peaceable, three 
thousand pounds a year must be better distributed to re- 
move the possibility of their being otherwise. Should the 
plan recommended be pursued, every part of British Ame- 
rica will be surrounded by a British force ; and those In- 
dians who are alone able to be troublesome, precluded from 
a connection with all interested tamperers. The effect will 
necessarily cease where the cause is destroyed ; and instead 
of a temporary calm, we shall not only gain an everlasting 
security, but the prospect of a" revenue, which the people 
now possessing the trade already find approaching to half 
a million annually of our circulation. In a political light, 
consequently, as well as in a commercial view, the propo- 
sition must be deemed highly important, especially when it 
is known that three parts of the Mississippi produce is in 
favour of the eastern or English side, and that the French, 
Acadian, German, and native inhabitants can be furnished 
with manufactures from Great Britain above one hundred 
per cent, cheaper than from any market which is now acces- 
sible to their intercourse.* The benefits of such a traffick, 
therefore, multiply upon the imagination — for the opulence 
of a rival is lessened by the very means, which increases 
our own ; and the Indians, who now hang like the sword of 
Democles over our heads, become obviously interested to 
support that Government which supplies them most advan- 
tageously with European commodities. A reduction in 
the price of any article necessary for their consumption, 
must act as a perpetual gift ; must rivet them eternally to 
what, may be properly called the giver, and, joined, to the 
impossibility of their communicating with the subjects of 
other states, render the perpetration of those barbarities im- 
possible which kindled the late flame of discord in Europe, 
and marked every quarter of the globe with a lamentable 
effusion of blood. Since our first efforts in colonization, 
no crisis ever offered such a certainty of not only preser- 
ving the peace of America on a permanent basis, but of 
permanently increasing the commerce of this Kingdom. 
Our genius at this moment seems peculiarly propitious. 
Let us then eagerly improve the season which courts us to 
be happy. Empires, as well as individuals, have their for- 
tunate opportunities; and perhaps if we neglect this, now 
it is in our~power, it may be utterly irrecoverable when we 
wish to call it back. 

The facility of navigation on the Mississippi is suffi- 
ciently ascertained for all the purposes of commerce ; and 

* To elucidate this point, it is proper to observe, that the Spaniards 
buy all their goods necessary for the consumption of Znmisiana, at 
present, from the French. Supposing, therefore, that articles to the 
amount of one hundred Pounds are bought in France; the expense to 
the Mississippi settler, through a Spanish channel, will be, first : 

The original cost in France ...£100 

Charges to Spain ■ 12 10 

Duty on entry of French Goods in Spain..: 43 

Charges on reshipping in register ships 17 10 

Freight and other charges on landing 10 

Cost landed 183 

Profit constantly laid on all European Goods 80 

£263 

Expense attending the same quantity of Goods from England: first, 

The original cost £100 

Freight and all charges -.. 7 10 

107 10 

Profit 40 

£147 10 
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the lakes on the eastern side render the navigation still 
easier to the subjects of this Kingdom than to those on the 
opposite shore.* It is unnecessary, however, to dwell upon 
the practicability of trading on that river, as the fortunes 
acquired by the French settlers prove the fact unquestion- 
ably; and if France found the commerce highly advanta- 
geous, though consisting chiefly of articles which she her- 
self produced in great abundance, must it not be more 
advantageous to this Kingdom, whose produce it does not 
rival in the least, but to whom, in exchange for manufac- 
tures, as' the reader will remember already mentioned, it 
presents those expensive luxuries of life which are not to 
be obtained in her father Colonies, and which are now pur- 
chased at an immense disbursement of absolute specie 
from foreigners ? When Louisiana was under the govern- 
ment of the French, the trade of the Mississippi was 
esteemed, according to the most accurate accounts, as worth 
three hundred thousand pounds a year. Twelve ships, 
from a hundred and fifty to two hundred tons burden, with 
wares and dry-goods from Europe and St. Domingo, scarce- 
ly answered the consumption of the inhabitants; and the 
intelligent may easily imagine that the estimate is not over- 
rated, when the returns in peltry only, at the single port of 
New- Orleans, amounted annually to five millions of livres. 
-As, therefore, not only from our ability to undersell every 
competitor, but from the peculiar happiness of situation in 
a junction with the lakes, this traffick must chiefly centre 
■with the subjects of England. A very trifling duty on a 
few articles, together with a part of the quit-rents, will be 
amply sufficient to defray the charge of the new establish- 
ment. The sole question then is, will England, who has 
peopled so many deserts, protect a country ready peopled 
to her hands? She is not called. upon for her citizens; 
she is only solicited to receive a nursery for thousands ; she 
is not besought to do Florida an injury, but to distinguish 
it by an essential obligation ; she is not requested to coun- 
teract the interest of her old Provinces, but to provide for 
their security. The Mississippi is at present virtually 
dismembered from its seat of Government, and is, even to 
speak favourably, without any manner of use. Dismem- 
bering it formally, will make it of the utmost utility, both 
to that Government and this Kingdom. The measure 
offers every certainty of a prodigious gain, without any 
possibility of the smallest loss ; and nothing is required of 
the Parent State but to participate in the advantages, as an 
incontestable method is pointed out of defraying the whole 
expense; 

A distinct establishment on the Mississippi in prefer- 
ence to any other, is recommended for two very forcible 
reasons : in the first place, a remoteness from the seat of 
the Provincial Government impedes the administration of 
justice ; and every difficulty in executing the laws excites 
a spirit of disorder amongst the people. The present in- 
surrection of the Regulators on the back settlements of 
North- Carolina, sufficiently support the propriety of this 
remark; and perhaps the restoration of order would be but 
little advanced, were the back settlers in that Colony in- 
dulged with a subordinate tribunal for the speedy decision 
of judicial complaints; because these subordinate tribu- 
nals cannot, in any civil case, determine upon property 
where it exceeds ten pounds ; nor in any criminal case in- 
flict a capital punishment on the blackest offender. The 
consequence of so limited an authority is apparent : many 
people will rather give up a legal right than contest it, 
where the expenses attending even the certain success of 
a suit, at the great distance of Pensacola from the Missis- 
sippi, will most commonly exceed the value of what is re- 
covered in litigation. The evil, however, will not termi- 
nate here. Prosecutions, where life is affected, open a 
source of continual dispute between the dependant and the 
principal jurisdictions; at any rate they delay the sentence 
after a conviction ; and if judges armed with sufficient 
powers are sent out from the latter, to try on such occa- 
sions, the innocent are liable to all the miseries of a long 
imprisonment ; for, at the utmost, the courts cannot make 
above two circuits in the year. The second reason for a 
distinct Government is, the necessity of having the imme- 

* Governqur Browne declares, that in his expedition to the Missis- 
sippi, he frequently went up the River at the most disadvantageous 
seasons of the current, twenty-five or thirty miles a day, with eight 
oars only. 



diate representative of the sovereign, to encourage the ag- 
gregation of settlers, and accelerate the attachment of the 
Indians, who are superstitiously influenced by forms, and 
never conceive that a country belongs to any European 
prince without the positive residence pf an acknowledged 
substitute. If any settlement thereof takes place on the 
British Mississippi, it should be subject to no control but 
that of Great Britain herself; the importance of the object 
deserves her own particular attention ; and the more sensi- 
ble she seems of this circumstance, the more strongly emi- 
grants will be induced to realize the truth of the present 
representation. 

JOHN HANCOCK, PRESIDENT, TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 
CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, Juno 15, 1775. 

Gentlemen : By order of the Congress I transmit 
you the enclosed Resolutions, passed by the Congress this 
morning. The necessity of the present emergency re- 
quires a speedy compliance with the first, and 1 need not 
inform you that the nature of the service requires it to be 
done with as much secrecy as possible. 

I am also directed by the Congress to request you will 
please to transmit them, as soon as may be, an estimate 
of the powder, arms, and ammunition in your Colony, in- 
cluding private as well as publick stocks. By Dr. Church, 
this morning, I forwarded you the resolution of Congress 
respecting the mode of Government. I am your most 
obedient servant, John Hancock, President. 

To the Members of the Provincial Congress of the Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay. 

P. S. The enclosed letters for the Lieutenant-Governour 
of Rhode-Island, and the gentlemen of New-Hampshire, 
please immediately on receipt to send off by express. 
Pray don't fail. 

NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO GENERAL WOOSTER. 
[Read in Congress June 19, 1775.] 
In Provincial Congress, New-York, June 15, 1775. 

Sir : You will see by the enclosed order, that this Con- 
gress think it expedient to request you to march to this 
Colony with the troops under your command. If you are 
not at liberty to comply with the terms of this order until 
you consult the Govemour and Company of Connecticut 
on this subject, we beg you would immediately despatch 
this requisition to them, and transmit to us their determina- 
tion as soon as possible. 

As we have at present but few tents, we beg you would 
order such as you have, to be sent to the place intended 
for their encampment, and make such other dispositions for 
the support of your troops as are in your power. 

We are, Sir, your very humble servants. 

By order and on behalf of the Provincial Congress : 
P. V. B. Livingston, President. 

To Major-General JVooster, at Greenwich. 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, June 15, 1775. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of Mr. Fos- 
ter's motion of yesterday; and whereupon, 

Ordered, That a message be immediately despatched 
to Major-General Wooster, now commanding a body of 
Troops in the southern part of Connecticut, requesting him 
forthwith to march the said Troops, with their tents and 
other necessaries, to the distance of five miles from this 
City, to be subject to the orders and directions of the Con- 
tinental or this Congress while the said Troops shall con- 
tinue in this Colony. 

And Resolved, That we will assist the Commissaries of 
the said forces in procuring such necessaries for their ac- 
commodation as shall be to be procured within this Co- 
lony. A true copy from the Minutes: 

John McKesson, Secretary. 



AD0NIJAH STRONG TO THE ALBANY COMMITTEE. 

Albany, June 15, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I beg leave to lay before this Board my 
information and request concerning the troops raised in and 
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for the Colony of Connecticut, for the special defence of 
the same." 

In the first place, it is provided by the said Colony, that 
each officer and soldier (among other things) shall have 
fresh meat two days in a week, butter, peas or beans, rice, 
rum when on fatigue, beer, &£C, expecting said troops 
would be required at, or near by Boston, where it would 
have been easy and convenient for us to have supplied 
them according to said act. 

In the next place, the ever to be revered patrons of 
America (the Continental Congress) have directed one 
thousand of out troops immediately to repair to Ticonde- 
roga, there to be stationed until such time as they should 
be relieved by forces from this Province — just at a time 
after many of them were on their march according to their 
first destination, Greenwich, and had to countermarch 
through our Colony, and directly to Ticonderoga, and by 
means of so tedious a march have already become some- 
what sickly. And as the Continental Congress have ad- 
vised this Province particularly to provide for said forces 
at Ticonderoga during their stay, our Colony have, per- 
haps, been the more remiss in their provisions ; and it 
does not appear to me that there is sauce sufficient, nor 
any fresh meat, butter, rum, beer, &tc, nor have I had in- 
telligence that any is likely to be provided by this Prov- 
ince. Therefore, I come before this Board for advice in 
the premises ; at the same time giving assurance that the 
publick faith of our Colony must not be violated, but it 
must be fulfilled according to the encouragement given by 
our Colony. Though pledged to soldiers, yet it is to 
those in defence of what we tenaciously hold as sacred, 
and to be prized above life. We therefore determine to 
have it fulfilled according to the Act of our Assembly — if 
not by this Province, by our Colony. 

I am, gentlemen, with great esteem, your very humble 
servant, Adonijah Strong, 

Dep. Commissary for said Troops. 

To the Committee in and for the City and County of Al- 
bany. 

Albany, June 17, 1775. 

Gentlemen : You have enclosed, by order of the Com- 
mittee, a request of Adonijah Strong, Deputy Commissary 
to the Committee of this City and County. 

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant, 

John Bay, Secretary pro tern. 
To the Provincial Congress, New-York. 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Camp at Greenwich, June 15, 1775. 

Sir: I have just received your favour of the 14th in- 
stant, with enclosed affidavit.; also Angus McDonald, 
who shall be kept in such a state of security as may effec- 
tually prevent any mischief that might otherwise be ex- 
pected from him. Be good enough to give my compli- 
ments to the gentlemen of the Congress, and tell them 
that I am sorry you are obliged to send your prisoners so 
far: I should be much better pleased to receive them with- 
in a few miles of your City, especially as you so soon ex- 
pect the arrival of the four Regiments from Ireland. 

I am, Sir, with great esteem both for you and the gen- 
tlemen of the Congress, your most obedient humble ser- 
vant, David Wooster, Major- General. 

To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esquire, President of the 
Congress at New-York. 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO GOVERNOTTR TRUMBULL. 

Greenwich, June 15, 1775. 

Sir: I take this opportunity to acquaint your Honour 
of the situation of the troops under my immediate com- 
mand. One company of my Regiment, you are sensi- 
ble, is ordered to Ticonderoga; five more are stationed 
betwixt New-Haven and this Town, and four are in this 
place. Colonel Waterbury's Regiment are all in this 
Town and Stamford. The safety of the Country may 
possibly require my marching to New-York before I can 
have your orders. I would, therefore, beg of your Hon- 
our to direct me to march my troops to New- York upon 
application made to me for that purpose by their Provin- 



cial Congress. Your Honour will perhaps think it expe- 
dient, when you read a letter which I have just received 
from Mr. Sears, which is as follows: 

"New-York, June 14, 1775, 
" Dear Sir : The troops from Cork, destined for this 
City, may be hourly expected. I have the pleasure to in- 
form you that this day in Congress it was moved that 
yourself and troops be requested to encamp within five 
miles of this City. The motion was put off" until to-mor- 
row, at the intercession of the members for three Coun- 
ties, and you may be assured it will be carried by a great 
majority. I am, dear Sir, yours affectionately, 

" Isaac Sears." 

I have also this day received a letter from the Provin- 
cial Congress at New-York, acquainting me that they 
hourly expect the arrival of four Regiments from Ireland; 
they have also sent me a prisoner to be kept in safety, who 
was employed by Major Small to raise troops for the pur- 
pose of opposing the Colonies, and actually had enlisted 
forty-three, which was made to appear to the Provincial 
Congress. 

I would also acquaint your Honour that all the military 
stores which were at Turtle Bay have fallen into our 
hands, consisting of too many articles to be enumerated in 
a letter, among which there are about five hundred good 
horse harnesses, a very considerable number of thirteen 
and ten-inch carcasses, cohorns, and stinkpots, all well 
charged ; a very great plenty of grape-shot ; cannon ball, 
from twenty-four-pounders down to three, &c, &c; a part 
of which articles I shall keep with me, but the greater part 
I shall send to New-Haven. 

Your Honour cannot be unacquainted that provisions, 
stores, &c, can be forwarded along the Sound by water 
with much greater despatch and vastly less cost to the 
Colony than by land ; however, at present it is difficult, on 
account of the tenders and cutters which are perpetually 
about. We have at New-Haven a number of cannon; I 
have with me all other kinds of military stores; except 
powder, requisite for a guardacosta ; Mr. Colt, of New- 
Haven, has a fine vessel very proper for the business. We 
have in the Army a very sufficient number of men well 
acquainted with the seas, and good resolute fellows, and it 
is my opinion, that the additional cost to the Colony will 
be nothing more than the hire of the vessel and the pow- 
der; that about a hundred of the men under my command 
cannot be employed in any way so much to the advantage 
of the Country. I arri, Sir, your Honour's most obedient 
humble servant, David Wooster. 

To the Honourable .Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour 

of the Colony of Connecticut. 

Answer to a Speech to the Caughnawagas, or Canadian 
Tribes of Indians, near Montreal, sent by the Stock- 
bridge Indians — returned 15th June, 1775. 

Brothers : You tell me you open your eyes. I open 
your ears — I open your hearts ; so that you might see, 
hear, and consider what I am going to say. Now I am 
going to say the same to you — I open your eyes, your 
ears, and make your heart strong, so that you might more 
fully consider things. I also add, with this I wipe the tears 
from your eyes that comes from the trouble that has hap- 
pened to your young men. — Three strings of Wampum. 

Brothers: You tell me that I must sit still, and have 
nothing to do with this quarrel. I am glad to hear you; 
1 shall do as you tell me. — A Belt. 

Brothers : This is our road ; you tell me I clear the 
road, and whenever I open my door I shall see your door 
stand open ; and when you shall go out of your door, you 
shall see my door stand open too. And you tell me, 
when you hear any bad report of me, don't you lay it up ; 
put it aside, and follow this road, and come and tell me of 
it, and you will know whether it is so or not. Now, bro- 
thers, I make this road more smooth, so that no one might 
stumble on this way; I now open my door wider for you, 
and whenever you go out of your door, you shall see my 
door stand open wider for you. Whenever I hear any 
bad report of you, I shall not lay it up ; but put it aside, 
and go and tell you of it, and see whether it is so or 
not. — A Belt. 
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Brothers, I am glad you keep in remembrance the 
agreement of friendship that our fathers have made. Let 
us hold that fast; let no one break that so as to divide us. 
Now I make it more strong — now we must sit down under 
our great tree, and smoke our pipes, and give praise to 
the great God, It is he that made us all ; we are in 
another way, now, from what we used to be, since we 
began to worship this one God ; this is like one staff that 
we both steady ourselves by. I shall do as you advise me 
to do — I shall sit still — there are seven brothers of us — 
(meaning seven tribes,) we are all agreed in this. Now 
we say to you — I would have you sit still too, and have 
nothing to do with this quarrel ; but be strong in your 
hearts, and I intend to do the same. — A Belt. 

A true copy. Attest: John Sergeant. 



GENERAL WARD TO WORCESTER (lHASS.) COMMITTEE. 

Cambridge, June 15, 1775. 

Gentlemen : You are desired to see that the enclosed 
Order be duly executed. I am, &tc. 

Arte mas Ward. 
To the Standing Committee in the County of Worcester, 

(General Order.) Cambridge, Jane 15, 1775. 

That Samuel Murray be removed from the Jail in Wor- 
cester to his father's homestead Farm, in Rutland, the 
limits of which he is not to pass until further orders. And 
all persons are hereby strictly forbidden to offer any vio- 
lence to said Murray, so long as he continues in the peace 
of God within those limits. 

Joseph Ward, Secretary. 

P. S. The above mentioned homestead Farm bounds 
northwardly on the County road ; westwardly, on Mr. 
Buckminster's homestead; southwardly, on Doctor John 
Frink's homestead ; eastwardly, partly on land of Mr. 
Clarice, and partly on land of Mr. Blake. 

Published by order of the Committee : 

William Young, per order. 



MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 
In Provincial Congress, Watertown, June 15, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Considering the exposed state of the fron- 
tiers of some of the Colonies ; the danger that the inhabi- 
tants of Canada may possibly have disagreeable apprehen- 
sions from the military preparations making in several of 
the other Colonies ; and the rumours that there are some 
appearance's of their getting themselves in readiness to act 
in a hostile way ; this Congress have made application to 
the Continental Congress, desiring them to take such mea- 
sures as to them shall appear proper, to quiet and conci- 
liate the minds of the Canadians, and prevent such alarm- 
ing apprehensions. We also have had the most disagree- 
able accounts of methods taken to fill the minds of the 
Indian Tribes adjacent to these Colonies with sentiments 
very injurious to us ; particularly, we have been informed 
that Colonel Guy Johnson has taken great pains with the 
Six Nations, in order to bring them into a belief that it is 
designed by the Colonies to fall upon them and cut them 
off. We have, therefore, desired the Honourable Conti- 
nental Congress that they would, with all convenient 
speed, use their influence in guarding against the evil in- 
tended by this malevolent misrepresentation, and we desire 
you to join with us in such application. 

Joseph Warren, President. 
Honourable Provincial Congress of New-Hampshire. 



WILLIAM STODDARD TO CAPTAIN JAMES L1TTLEFIELD. 

Boston, June 15, 1775. 

Sir: Your letter and the last, dated the 1 3th instant, by 
Mr. Hopkins, i have received. I waited on the Admiral 
this morning, and have got you a fishing pass for your boat 
and three men, to come in and out of this harbour, which 
I now send you. You will carefully observe the pass; 
you must observe to go a fishing from Salem, before you 
come up here, and then you may come in and go out. I 
hope you will not meet with any obstruction at Salem; 



not forgetting, if in your power, to bring up veal, green 
peas, fresh butter, asparagus, and fresh salmon. Mr. Miles 
went away yesterday in the afternoon, by water, in order 
to come to you, and we suppose he is with you before 
this. I hope you have received a cloak, with a bag of 
brown sugar, I sent over yesterday by Mr. Hopkins's son. 
I have paid some of the ferrymen, and I shall pay them 
all for their trouble, when I have done with them. Do 
not pay them any thing ; if you have, let me know ; keep 
that to yourself. Captain Hurley is here with his schoon- 
er, from Penobscot, and has been here some time. I was 
the other day in his company, and he asked after you ; he 
desired to be remembered to you. I wish you would send 
me last Monday's newspaper, and this day's paper. I 
shall be much obliged to you, if you can, before you go 
for Salem, send me some fresh butter, and half a bushel of 
green peas. I now send you two dollars in this letter, 
and an osnaburgh bag, by Mr. Hopkins's son, to put the 
peas in. What other charges you are at I will settle with 
you hereafter. I am obliged to you for the hint in coming 
out. I will let you know more when you come up from 
Salem. Let me hear from you before you go for Salem. 

Give my compliments to Mr. Haynes, and all friends ; 
all your friends desire to be remembered to you at these 
distressing times. Twenty-four sail of transports have 
arrived here this week with Light-horses and Troops from 
Ireland, and twenty-four more sail are coming. 

Sir, your humble servant, Wm. Stoddard. 

To Captain James Littlejield, Watertown. 



TO THE SOLDIERS AND SEAMEN SERVING IN THE BRITISH 
FLEET AND ARMY IN AMERICA. 

Salem, June 15, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Your situation is very unhappy, being 
dishonoured by the most infamous service, and under the 
command of the most vile and miserable wretches that 
ever disgraced the name of Briton. General Gage, to 
his eternal infamy, has commenced a thief, robber, mur- 
derer, and common butcher of his fellow-men ; he has 
violated the most solemn compacts, and become an apos- 
tate to every thing that is honourable or virtuous. You 
never can forget the barbarous murders which Gage has 
committed upon some of his own soldiers; but we come 
now to a character still more infamous, if possible, than 
the above. Admiral Graves has added to the crimes of a 
common pirate, that of forcing Americans, whom he hath 
impressed, to act against their own countrymen. Turks 
and Indians would scorn such rascally conduct, and surely 
every British soldier and seaman must detest such an 
odious scoundrel. Gentlemen, the Americans still enter- 
tain a respect for you, consider you as their brethren, and 
wish to live in harmony with you, and to make you free 
citizens of America. May you soon be freed from the 
service of tyrants, become the glorious defenders of free- 
dom, and join with the victorious Americans. 

Sydney. 



SAMUEL LANGDON TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS., 

A number of the members of the Corporation and Board 
of Overseers of Harvard College, being met together at the 
President's house, June 15, 1775, agreed upon the follow- 
ing draught, viz : 

"Whereas, in the present difficult situation. of publick 
affairs of this Colony, it is impracticable to call a meeting 
of the Overseers of the College strictly agreeable to the 
form and order appointed by the charter of said College : 
And whereas, nevertheless, the present circumstances of 
that seminary of learning require a meeting to be called 
speedily : 

" Agreed, That application be made to the honourable 
Congress of this Colony, to know whether it would be any 
way displeasing to them that a meeting should be ob- 
tained of as many of the Overseers of Harvard College as 
can be called together under the present circumstances of 
the College and the Country, in order to join with the Cor- 
poration in conferring Academical Degrees, at the approach- 
ing season of the annual Commencement, on such candi- 
dates as may offer themselves and be judged qualified for 
the same, and to transact any other important matters rela- 
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tive to that society, and whether the honourable Congress 
would countenance such a procedure." 

At the same time the gentlemen present beg leave to 
return their most grateful acknowledgments to the honour- 
able Congress for the regard they have already shewn for 
the interest of the College, in directinglEe removal of the 
library and apparatus to a place of greater safety. 
_ In the name of the gentlemen present, 

Samuel Langdon, President. 
To the Honourable Congress of the Massachusetts-Bay. 



To the Hon. Joseph Warren, President of the Massa- 
chusetts-Bay Congress, in Watertown : (To be com- 
municated to said Congress:) 

Honoured Sir: It appears to me and others that there 
are wanted in this Government some armed vessels to ward 
off the distressing piratical blows that, without doubt, will 
be struck by Admiral Samuel Graves's small men-of-war 
and tenders, by taking from us our inward-bound provi- 
sions, (molasses, salt, vessels, &c.,) as they have done, will 
almost bring on a famine in our Army and on the inhabi- 
tants ; for this Government always was ill able to support 
itself with provisions, Sic, and now has in it an army to 
feed, which will soon be felt and be distressing to its in- 
habitants, and, I fear, will bring on discontent and murmur- 
ings, which may be attended with bad consequences, to the 
disadvantage of our embarkment in the ever to be com- 
mended common cause. So hope that you will be enabled 
to guard against every evil that might otherwise befall us if 
we were not under the guardianship of Providence and your 
wise councils. 

I hear that there is a ship almost or quite ready to launch 
at Danvers, of about three hundred tons ; that it is proba- 
ble she will be a good sailer, and, by strengthening her with 
some hanging knees, building a round-house and a top-gal- 
lant, forecastle, &c, would carry upward of thirty guns, and 
fight the major part of her men between decks, &c. By 
inquiry there may be found good sailing vessels now hauled 
tip, that would in part answer our end for defence, and to 
bring provisions from the Southern Governments for our 
support. Some of them might be employed in bringing 
powder and guns from some parts of the Spanish and 
French Kingdoms, and might smuggle some from other 
Powers, and saltpetre from others, where we could not get 
it made into powder, and make it here, which would be to 
our advantage to have it manufactured. 

So wishing you the smiles of Heaven in all your under- 
takings in the defence of our invaluable liberties, &tc, &tc, 
I remain, honoured Sir, your most humble and devoted 



servant, 



S. L. 



FALMOUTH COMMITTEE TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Falmouth, June 15, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: Mr. Lane is returned here with four 
of the Penobscot Tribe. We have furnished them with 
carriages to convey them to you, and Mr. Lane with money 
to pay their expenses. Orono, the chief man, seems to be 
sensible, and hearty in our cause ; he reserves what he 
has chiefly to say till he comes to the Congress. We gave 
th'em assurances that they might depend upon being pro- 
vided for while there, as well as on their return back again ; 
wished them a pleasant journey, and that the event might 
be happy for them and us. We suppose Mr. Lane will 
give an account of the expense, therefore we have sent 
none. 

Wishing success to our righteous cause, we are your 
Honours' most obedient humble servants, 

Jedediah Preble, 
Chairman of the Committee of Correspondence. 
Hon. Joseph Warren, President. 



CQL. READ TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
Charlestown, Massachusetts, June 15,1775. 

Sirs : I beg leave to inform your body of my proceed- 
ings in the business I have the honour to be entrusted with 
in this difficult day. Gentlemen, on the second day of this 
instant, June, I received verbal orders from General Folsom, 
at Exeter, to repair to the westward part of the Province 



of New- Hampshire, and to collect a number of men I had 
there enlisted as volunteers for the defence of the liberties 
of America, and in the service of said Province and cause, 
all able-bodied, effective men, well equipped, to march to 
Cambridge, and there to put myself and men under the 
command of General Ward until further order. In obedi- 
ence of which I immediately pursued my orders, and noti- 
fied the men, and likewise I notified the Selectmen of the 
Town of the vote of Congress, in regard to furnishing the 
men with blankets. Notwithstanding what they and I 
could do in that affair, my officers were obliged to leavea 
number of enlisted men behind, as you will see by their 
returns herewith enclosed. On the twelfth of June, I ar- 
rived at Cambridge and waited on General Ward; he in- 
formed me that Cambridge was so thronged with soldiers, 
that he had given orders to Captains Spalding, Walker, 
and Crosby, to march to Medford. Then I repaired to 
Medford, and there I met with Captains Hinds, Whitcomb, 
Town, Hutchins, Man, Marcey, and Thomas. Whitcomb 
and Thomas I took out of Colonel Stokes's Regiment for 
the two Companies that were assigned me. Then I was 
informed by Colonel Stark that Medford was so full of 
soldiers that it was necessary for some to take other quar- 
ters ; then I applied to General Ward and received orders 
in these words : 

(General Orders.) " Head-Quarters, June 12, 1775. 

"That Colonel Read quarter his Regiment in the houses 
near Charlestown Neck, and keep all necessary guards be- 
tween his barracks and the ferry, and on Bunker Hill. 

" J. Ward, Secretary." 
A copy per James Read. 

Then, Sirs, I marched my Regiment from Medford to 
Charlestown Neck, and, with the assistance of Mr. Tufts, 
one of the Selectmen of Charlestown, I got my men into 
good barracks, and then raised my guard, consisting of one 
Captain, two subalterns, four sergeants, four corporals, and 
forty privates ; this ended the thirteenth day of June. 

I beg leave to inform you that we are in great want of 
an apothecary and chaplain. There is Doctor Abner Bar- 
ker with us taking care of our sick, but hath no medicines 
only by applying to Head -Quarters ; he is a man that hath 
been acquainted with the business of an apothecary, and 
he hath had the small-pox, and seems to be very kind and 
helpful, and is willing to tarry if desired. 

James Read. 
To the Honourable Gentlemen of the Committee of Safety 

at Exeter. 

colonel read's letter in favour qf captain colburn. 

Fitzwilliam, June 8, 1775. 

Honoured Sir : I beg leave to trouble you with one 
word in favour of the bearer, Captain Colburn, that is to 
inform you that he is one of the signers of the paper of 
agreement to raise a Regiment under my command. And, 
Sir, as my Regiment is filled up without him, and as I had 
encouragement that any officer that had got men should be 
taken notice of in the next Regiment ; and, Sir, as Captain 
Colburn hath been an old officer in the last war, which he 
is able to give and account for himself, I should take it as 
a favour if your Honours, the Committee, would favour him 
in the next Regiment as a Major, if agreeable to your 
Honours ; at the same time would beg leave to subscribe 
myself your Honours' obliged and ever humble servant at 
command, James Read. 

Service done by Andrew Colburn in the last war. 

In the year 1755, I was at Oswego with General Shir- 
ly's Regiment; in the year '56, at Fort Edward; in the 
year '57, at Fort William Henry when taken; in the year 
'58, at Ticonderoga in the defeat ; in the year '59, I sus- 
tained a commission in the Province service, and was at the 
taking of Ticonderoga and Crown Point, with Colonel In- 
gersoll's Regiment; in the year '60, in Colonel Ruggell's 
Regiment, at the taking the several forts on the lakes and 
Montreal. For the year '61 , 1 commanded Captain Cow- 
dan's Company at Crown Point, and in the year '62, at 
Crown Point; and in the year 1774, 1 received a Captain's 
commission in this Government, in Colonel Reuben Rid- 
ders's Regiment. 
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REGIMENTAL ORDEBS. 

Charlestown, June 14, 1775. 

First. That each Captain, or commanding officer of each 
company, immediately make a true return of ail the men 
they and their recruiting officers have enlisted, according 
to a form given them by the Adjutant. 

Second. That officers see that their companies are equip- 
ped with ten pounds, at least, of powder and ball, and that 
their fire-locks are kept in good order at all times, and 
give their men special orders not to fire a gun on any ac- 
count whatever, unless beset by the enemy. 

Third. That each commander of a company embody all 
his company, that are off from duty, twice a day, to exercise 
them in the best manner for learning the art of war. 

Fourth. That each officer give special orders to their sol- 
diers that they do no damage to any of the houses where 
they are quartered, or to any garden or grass in any part 
of this town, on pain of being punished according to the 
offence. 

Fifth. That no soldier be allowed to stroll from his com- 
pany, or pass from this encampment to Charlestown Ferry, 
or to any other encampment, without leave from their 
officers. 

Sixth. That the commanding officer of each company 

cause the Rules and Regulations for the Army to be read 

at the head of their respective companies forthwith, and it 

^s expected that all officers and soldiers govern themselves 

accordingly. 

Seventh. That the officers see that the men and barracks 
are kept clean. 

Eighth. That there be a guard paraded this afternoon 
at six o'clock, of the same number of officers and soldiers 
that are now on guard, to relieve Captain Whitcomb and his 
party, and that the Adjutant and Orderly Sergeants keep 
a good roster, so that neither officer nor soldier be called 
upon for duty out of their proper turn. 

Ninth. That there be no noise in camp after nine o'clock 
at nighi, but all repair to their lodgings or barracks. 

Tenth. That Ephraim Stone is appointed Quartermas- 
ter Sergeant until further orders. 

James Read, Colonel. 

(Regimental Orders.) Charlestown, June 15, 1775. 

The main guard of this day is to consist of one Captain, 
two subalterns, four sergeants, four corporals, and forty pri- 
vates. The captain of the main guard is to keep a trusty 
sergeant with the sentries, in the street below the Guard- 
House, to examine all passengers ; and let none pass without 
showing proper passes in the day time, and none to pass 
after nine o'clock at night, without giving the countersign ; 
and no sentry is to set down on his post ; and when any 
field officers pass them, to stand with their fire-locks rested. 
No soldier to swim in the water on the Sabbath day, nor 
any "other day to stay in the water any longer than is neces- 
sary to wash themselves. James Read, Colonel. 



tain Indians, at which he manifested not a little surprise. 
He showed us the letter he received from Charlestown, and 
his answer to Colonel Howarth, whom he has desired to 
make the contents publick, and which he means a justifi- 
cation of his conduct. So far every thing appeared to me 
plausible ; but, unluckily for Mr. Stuart, he produces a 
number of his letters to his Deputy, Mr. Cameron, and the 
answers ; in one of which he writes thus : " I have received 
information from General Gage that certain persons at the 
northward have been tampering with the Six Indian Na- 
tions, and endeavouring to alienate their affections from 
His Majesty. I mention this to caution you against any 
thing of the kind with you, and that you will use your in- 
fluence to dispose those people to act in defence of His 
Majesty and Government, if found necessary." Mr. Came- 
ron's answer was couched nearly in the following words, (I 
do not differ, I am positive, as to the substance, though I 
may in some of the words:) "That Mr. Stuarfs interest 
with the Indians was much greater, and that he was more 
beloved by them than any other man ; and that he (Mr. 
Cameron) had the vanity to think that he could head any 
number he thought proper whenever called upon in sup- 
port of His Majesty and Government." 

Now, Sir, I shall leave you to make your own comments 
on the above, though I will acquaint you with what I said 
to him on its being read: that we were at no loss to know 
what was meant by assisting or acting in defence of His 
Majesty and Government, if found necessary ; for, as we 
were not at war with the French or Spaniards, it could not 
be against them that they were meant to act. Mr. Came- 
ron further tells Mr. Stuart that the traders must by some 
means or other get ammunition among them, or otherwise 
they may become troublesome to him for the want of it. 
I do not well know how far I am at liberty to make this 
publick ; but as Mr. Stuart has wrote to Mr. Howarth, in 
order to justify himself in the eyes of the people of Caro- 
lina, I think, as a farther justification, he should produce his 
letters to and from Cameron. Mr. Stuarfs letter that con- 
tains the foregoing paragraph is dated about the middle of 
January last, and is copied from among a number of others, 
in a large book bound in calf. 

You may give the Secret Committee intelligence of this, 
and if they should think it of sufficient importance to claim 
a demand from Mr. Stuart of these letters, and he should 
then hesitate, and will not grant what they request, and it 
should further be thought necessary, I can find four persons 
besides myself, to avow what I have said to be true, as any 
thing of this kind should come well authenticated. 

We are going on here tolerably well with respect to our 
political proceedings, and 1 hope soon to convince the world 
that Georgia will not take advantage of her sister Colonies 
in the present disputes. 

I am, dear Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Joseph Habersham. 
Philotheos Chiffelle, Esq. 



JOSEPH HABERSHAM TO PHILOTHEOS CHIFFELLE. 

Savannah, June 16, 1775. 

Dear Sie : The alarming height to which our disputes with 
the Mother Country has at length arisen, and the many de- 
testable arts that are made use of by our enemies to involve 
us in one general scene of distress, are motives sufficient 
to stimulate every honest man to use his best endeavours to 
counteract the wicked designs of our enemies, which will 
be a sufficient excuse for my troubling you with this, as it 
conveys a piece of intelligence that 1 think very interesting, 
and should, when thought proper, be made known to the 
good people of your Province as well as our own. 

Mr, John Stuart, who is now at Colonel Mulryne's house 
at Thunderbolt, desired that the Colonel would wait on 
some gentlemen who are in opposition to Government, as 
it is called here, and beg that they would be so good as to 
call on the Superintendent at his house yesterday, as he 
wanted to have an opportunity of clearing himself of some 
aspersions, and likewise to lay before us his letters with 
respect to Indian affairs. Accordingly four or five of us 
malcojjtents attended ; when Mr. Stuart began with inform- 
ing us" that he had received letters by the last post from 
Charlestown which made him very uneasy, as a report had 
been circulated there that he had been tampering with cer- 



TO GENERAL BURGOYNE. 

Philadelphia, June 16, 1775. 

Sir: Your accession to a command upon this side the 
Ailantick must necessarily engage the attention of Ame- 
rica. A gay sparkler from the parade of St. James's may 
attract the eye of the young and inexperienced; but when 
the real Soldier and the able Senator appears, these little 
meteors must die away, whilst a different class of men 
mark the latter's conduct with determined circumspection. 
If brave, he is humane; if worthy the seat he fills in the 
legislature, he will not suffer his idea of promoting his 
Country's welfare to be circumscribed by any partial, local 
boundaries. If thus brave and wise, he will love valour 
and freedom, and endeavour to kindle these glorious ema- 
nations of virtue in every bosom. The temple of Liberty 
fills all space, and the great and good of every age have 
been the willing votaries to sacrifice at her altar. 

It appears, Sir, that you have considered the grand 
American question ; " real and virtual representation," ex- 
ternal and internal taxes, " revenue and regulation," are 
not with you novel ideas. I cannot suppose your " under- 
standing confounded," or your "head dizzy with these dis- 
tinctions ;" though you seem willing to consider them as 
" rhetorical and sophistical," while you view " the Declara- 
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tory Act of the sixth pfjlie present King" as the solemn 
line by which your judgment is to be bounded, and beyond 
which your researches must not presume to soar. Have 
the _ Parliament of England, Sir, never been mistaken? 
Are.they infallible ? No, Sir, We'know there existed javvs 
for the punishment of witchcraft, but tme^pliilosophy ha_y- 
mg exploded tbat'errour, the wisdom of succeeding times 
repealed those statutes.; The halcyon days of George the 
Second Jjrokejhat supposed subjection to the powers of 
darkness. Forbid it,. Heaven, thai a more "gloomy infatua- 
tion should becloud the reign of George the Third. You 
view "the Government" of England as " suspended," the 
Parliament a phantom, the mere s.hadovy of authority, as- 
sembled only to lament a substance lost, and to propose 
and subtilize questions of their own impotency. "Was this 
the case, I should agree" with you, that the state of Bri- 
tain was wretched .indeed, and that she was abo ut "revert- 
ing to her primitive insignificancy in the map of the world." 
Cut, Sir, can any Government be suspended, whenevery 
branch of authority the Constitution warrants her to ex- 
ercise is acknowledged and obeyed— when" she is T>nly 
restrained from putting in effect what .she has no right to 
attempt ? Were the powers granted to James the Second 
by the Constitution, resumed by that source from whence 
they 'sprung, because the virtue of out -ancestors would not 
permit him to suspend acts of Parliament, violate Charters, 
and introduce Popery? . Had that deluded^ man made the 
lineof the 'Constitution the path of his obedience, he would 
not haye_had cause Jo lament the substance he lost, or sat 
torpid at St. Germaine's, subtilizing questions of his mvn 
impotency. - " — -." 

Wisdom and goodness flee every species of deception. 
Suffer not yourself to be deceived., " The Congress of 
Philadehhia" is not "the legislature to dispense the bless- 
ings of Empire ;" it is composed of gentlemen met, by the 
appointment pf the freemen of America, to devise the most 
probable schemes for cementing the Parent State and all 
her blooming Colonies in the firmest band of union : -such 
an union as i may make the most happy Nation of the'eartb, 
and transmit Its glory and freedom to the latest time! 
Their intention, is " to spare the blood of their fellow- 
subjects;" "to spare die treasures of the State ;"- and, in 
concert with Britain, to erect an Empire on the firm basis 
of tlie Constitution, that' shall survive until time" shall be no 
more. ..5.;^^^;^:^ . ;..-.. .. .. ._..,- ...>•. - 

In addressing you, I hope, Sir, nothing has or may fall 
from my pen to injure the sacred cause of my Country, or 
to disgust yourself. The language of freedom, as a mother 
tongue, 1 niyst adopt, whilst the walk of abuse or offensive 
personality shall be entirely unoccupied by " '. ' 

A Pennsylvania^ 



10 iO 

(consisting of near a hundred men; each, as the Colonel 
informed_ me) were mostly arrived at Fort George Off the 
12th instant, and some, as we heard, had already reached 
Ticonderoga. Those Companies did not all draw provi- 
sions al Albany, as they brought a sufficiency with "them 
from Connecticut to last them to Fort George, espeeially- 
pork/and I think two _ Companies did not draw any," but 
the others I have supplied with flour only; and about two 
barrels of pork. , - 

Provisions requisite to victual fifteen hundred men for 
three months,_viz ■: 675 barrels flour/aveTage 200 pounds 
nett; 367 barrels pork, average .210 pounds ; 7,232 pounds 
butter; 226 barrels peas, average 3 J bushels; 1,206 gallons 
rice, or eighteen tierces, average 8 bushels. 

Sent off to Fort Geofge fourteen carpenters, to build 
batteauj. . r ...... . _ : JohnJN. Bleecker. 

Nqw-York, June 16, 177.5, " 1 _-,-,. --•.--.._- 



GENERAL WOOST/EH To' GOVE^NOUR TRUMBULL;; ' 

~ ---' ' -' - •■ - ■ " Gjepnwicli, June 16, 1775, 

Sir: Your Honour will receive eiTcTosed n requisition' 
from the Provincial Congress at New-York. "Captain 
Sears, who arrived here last night about twelve o'-clock 
mibrms me that .the people 'of New- York in ten4 to quarter 
the Troops. in the City. I should "be glad to b'e" informed 
how far I shall subject myself Md the Troops 'JinrJer my 
command to the direction of the Continental orj^oyincml 
Congress; -whether, (if I proceed^ to New- York,) when 
the Irish Troops arrive, 1 .5hairwait7ordirections frorii the 
Continental Congress whether to oppose them, or not. It 
is roy private opinion that they ought_nol to be suffered to 
land. I wrote you yesterdaylor youT^airection aboonhe 
expediency '.of my marching'to TVew- York. . : . 

I am; Sir, with due respeclfyoTn'^Horjpur's most obedi- 
ent humble servant, ' "7" " _'" _ "~ Whjj) Wopsrp; '' 
Tq the Honourable Jonathan ^rm^titi, "Esq." '*" "*":;' 



account of;phovince storesand provisions receiv- 
ed, forwarded, Issued, and what remained, at 
albanv, June 14, 1775. 

Received at Albany, by different vessels from New-York 
and Kingston, 200 barrels flour, 400 barrels pork, and 20 
tierces rice; bought on publick credit at Albany, 52 bar- 
rels flour, and 14 barrels peas: In all, 252 barrels flour 
400 barrels pork, 14 barrels peas, and 20 tierces rice. ' 

ForwarHecT.fFom 'Albany to Fort George, 88 barrels flour 
136 barrels pork, and 12 barrels peas: Leaves 164 barrels 
flour, 264 ; barrels pork, 2 barrels peas, and 20 tierces rice, 

Issued or delivered out at different times, 25 barrels 
flour, .9 barrels pork, and 2 barrels" peas": Remains at Al- 
bany, 14th June, 1775, 139 barrels flour, 255 barrels pork 
and 20 tierces rjee^ . - ' 

Stores rejnainjnf: Five hogsheadsrum/oiie cask naval 
sjores, one ca;sk sails for scows, fourteen barrels pitch and 
tar, five casks oakum, three boxes spades and shovels, one 
box hoes, and four coil cordage. 

■ N. B. About twenty wagons are constantly employed 
on the pubhek credit of the Colony between Albany and 
Fort.George \o caTry_ stores and provisions to the latter as 
fast as possible, and before I left Albany I received intelli- 
gence that ten qr jwejve more wagons in and about the 
Boght were preparing to come to Town for loads. The last 
company of ColpndWnmaris Regiment, of Connecticut 
were to leave Albany the 15th instant; the other nine 
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LETTER TEOSI. AN OFFICER IN Tfpsigjf; folHTs FCRIfife 'ijr 
' - ENGLAND, DA-TED fbi^6,jfj$; "' '*" "'"'^ 

Dear Sir : As we are just now convoying with the 
General's despatches clear, off. the coast, I thought that a 
line or two to you by the same; opportunity would not be 
unwelcome;. Nothing of consequence" has happened at 
Boston since the 19th, of April, except a skirmish or two 
between the enemy and some parties of Troops who went 
a foraging for hay on certain islands in the harbour. ■ The 
rebels still continue the blockade. Their out-sentinels the 
other day called to.ours to send out the Eight-Horse," that 
they mightbeat them as they had beaten "the Grenadieis 
and Light-Infantry; and single men" of them have bce_n so 
impudent as to fire a musket at the King's sliips. They 
burnt, a house the other day belonging to a 'Tory within- 
shot of the Admiral.- - They have taken Ticonderoga, in 
which place were eighty pieces of cannon and a large quan- 
tity of stores. It is reported they have got some°of those" 
gun* now before Boston. Before our lines in camp "and 
Boxbury the rebels amount tq three or four thousand men. 
At other Towns in the neighbourhood it is said there, are - 
two-and-twenty thousand. AH the Troops from Ireland 
are arrived in good health, and the horses in excellent con- 
dition. Only sixteen horses died in the passage, and they 
brought forty spare ones; Sixteen of the transports which 
were ordered from England to. New-York, are, by the 
General, ordered to Boston. With this addition our army 
will amount to about ten thousand men, all in high spirits, 
and terribly exasperated against the Provincials. On the' 
12th instant General Gage published a Proclamation, 
offering a pardon, in the King's name, to" all" rebels who 
shall forthwith come.in and lay down the.ir_arms, excepting 
only HaMcock and Adams. No regardls paid to Lord - 
North's jerrrig 6f accommodation. The word 7 with"ihe ' 
Sons of Liberty, "as the rebels style tnemselves, % jovfibx 
die. I expect to hear of bloody work soon, as our Troops 
are determined to lay all the Country waste as 1 they go 
with fire and sword, : The prisoners; have been: all "ex- 
changed. The Merlin is at Marblehead. As soon^as we 
part from our convoy we are to proceed to New-York, and 
from thence" to Philadelphia, to put the Restraining Act 
in execution; Thank God I keep health, &c. - 
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"• PRO'CLAMATIWIeY TOE" MAUSA'CflUSETTS- CONGRESS. " 
~ : - In PrQvihciafCongross, Watcrtown, June 16, 1775. 

Resolved, That the' following Proclamation be signed 
by the President, printed, atrd published throughout this 
Colony* ' '"V ",'■:■'' '".'".'"_ ' T "\ "..'-.""' .'"■":"" _'.""'■ 

BY THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

The confidence which our countrymen have reposed in 
us, lays' us under the strongest obligation to watch and 
guard against all the malignant designs'" of their inveterate 
enemies. ' 

- That the British Administration have formed, and have 
been for several years executing a plan to enslave this .and 
the other American Colonies, is a proposition so evident, 
that it would be.an affront to the understanding of mankind 
to adduce proofs in support of it,-. We shall therefore only 
advert to" those unhappy circumstances, which have, been 
.the immediate causes of plunging this People into the horr 
rours of war and desolation. When a Fleet and Army were 
sent forth to deprive us' of every thing that man holds dear ; 
when the Capital of this Colony became a garrison, and 
fortifications were erected upon the only land-entrance into 
the Metropolis; when the Commander of the Army so far 
.manifested... is. designs against as, as to send out his Soldiers 
in the night, to remove the publick magazines of the Colo- 
ny from their safe lodgment in the country, and place tliem 
under the command of a Foreign Army; when he evi- 
denced his enmity to thejibertjes of this Country, by send- 
ing a detachment from" that Army against, the peaceable 
inhabitants of one of our principal Towns, only because 
they wjsre assembled quietly to concert measures to save 
themselves from ruin ; vvhen we were lately deprived of 
the benefit of a legislative body; when the whole system of 
distributive justice was so mutilated that there could be no 
reason" to hope for any advantages from it; when an Act 
of Parliament was passed, which the General of the Army 
resolves to execute", by which, our countrymen:were given 
up as a prey to a "lawless soldiery, who were screened from 
punishment here, for the. murders they might commit ; in 
fine, when the Army and" Navy breathed nothing but blood 
and slaughter, and all our accounts from England but too 
strongly proved the inhuman intentions of those in power : 
it became us as men, as freemen, and Christians, to take 
some steps to preserve our own lives and properties, as 
weir as to secure, the inheritance, purchased at no less a 
price than thejjlood of many thousands of our brave ances- 
torsj entire ".and undiminished, for succeeding generations. 
The Congress whom this people then chose recommended 
it to them to provide themselves with such articles for their 
defence as the law of the land required, and further recom- 
mended it to them to appropriate some part of their ovyn 
property for. the purchasing such stores to be laid up in 
publick magazines" as might be useful for the general de- 
fence, in case ail attack should be made upon us by the 
Army. The "recommendation was cheerfully complied with, 
and stores we're procured in the most peaceable and quiet 
manner, and deposited in magazines, where they were to 
have continued without the least injury or disturbance to 
any one, unless drawn put by necessity to save the Coun- 
try from destruction. But the possibility of our making 
resistance to the bloody schemes of our adversaries was 
the source of continual. terrour to the traitors, whose aim 
was to enslave this.Country ; and General Gage, after many 
little pilferings, and several humiliating disappointments in 
his attempt to rob the people, at length determined to de- 
stroy the magazines, at Concord; he sent the Grenadiers 
and companies of Light-Infantry of every regiment (about 
one thousand in number) secretly by night over Charles 
River, On their way some, of the Officers captivated and 
otherwise infamously abused several of the inhabitants; 
and when the body arrived at Lexington meeting-house, 
whiclrwas very early in the morning of the ever memora- 
ble nineteenth of April, they in a most barbarous and infa- 
mous manner fired upon a small number of the inhabitants, 
and cruelly murdered eight men. The fire was returned 
by some of the .survivors, but their number was too incon- 
siderable to annoy the Regular Troops, who proceeded on 
their Brrand"; and upon coming up to Concord, began to 
destroy by fire and water the stores and magazines, until a 
party of them again fired upon and~kil!ed two more of the 
inhabitants, The native bravery of our countrymen could 



,nfjw ..no longer be restrained; a small party, consisting of 
about two or three hundred men, attacked them with such 
spirit and resolution, as compelled them soon to retreat. 
At Lexington they met a'* re-enforcement of Regular 
Troops, consisting of about eight hundred, with two field- 
pieces, commalffed by Lord Percy. This, "however," did 
not encourage them to keep their ground, but they con- 
tinued their" route towards Charleslown^rmrk'mg their way 
with every species of desolation jtnd. cruelty which their 
haste would permit. ' - _--'-- 

The burning and robbing of houses, the abuses and bar- 
barities offered to defenceless women and children, the 
wanton slaughter of the aged and helpless, will be a per-" 
petual memorial of the base spirit which actuated the per- 
petrators. ... ' .".'..-' 
" Upon their arrival at Charlcslown our countrymen quit- 
ted the pursuit, and. the next day suffered them, without 
annoyance, to pass the river and return to < Boston. 

This action of the Troops destroyed .every hope of , 
coming to any accommodation with them; we therefore 
were compelled to raise an Army to prevent such bloody 
excursions in future. An Army is therefore rai.sed and 
appointed for this purpose, and we are, with the greatest 
reluctance, obliged to declare, that we have now nothing to 
depend upon under God to preserve America from slavery 
and destruction but our arms ; to these we have been forced 
to make our appeal, and by these we are. de_t.ermin.ed to 
maintain our rights. - And we are obliged to declare, and 
do now publickly declare, all persons who shall, afford any 
aid, assistance, "orrelief, or hold any manner of communi- 
cation of any kind whatsoever with General Gage, Admiral 
Graves, or the Army "or Navy, or any one of those no'w 
under their command, who are stationed in our Metropolis 
and the Harbour of Boston or elsewhere," or any persons 
who are known or shall hereafter be known to have afford- 
ed such aid, or to have had such communication with them 
or either of them, to be enemies and traitors to "their Coun- ' 
try, and they shall be proceeded against "and treated as 
such, excepting only such of the unhappy inhabitants of 
Boston as have, by a treacherous and most infamous breach 
of faith in General. Gage, been" prevented, froni.re.moving- 
oiit of the Town of Boston, whose peculiar circumstances 
this Congress will at all times make due allowance for, so 
long as they shall avoid doing any thing to obstruct or 
counteract such steps as this Congress, shall. .think fit to 
take; but the said' inhabitants" are strictly. forbidden, what- 
ever may be the consequence of their refusal, to be in any 
the least degree instrumental in assisting the enemy, or 
opposing the Country, as they would avoid the penalties 
due to the enerofes thereof. From a real. te.nderne,s? to 
our fellow-men, we most sincerely regret the unhappy situa- 
tion of the Soldiers and Sailors in the Army and Navy now 
stationed in the Town and Harbpur of Boston, and assure 
them, upon that faith, which never has been, and we trust 
never will be violated, that upon their quitting the infa- 
mous service in which they are, (as we must In charity 
suppose,) contrary to their own inclinations and principles, 
engaged, we. will receive them as brethren, and fellow- 
subjects, and protect them against every attempt that may 
be made by our enemies to force. them again into the. dis- 
graceful and inhuman service in which, they ngware em- 
ployed. " _ \. ■ 
And that our earnest desire to discover our tender re- 
'gard to our few misguided fellow-country rrien, arid our 
readiness to. forgive even those. who have knowingly" offend- 
ed, we do promise and engage a full, free pardon to all 
persons who have fled to the Town of Boston for .refuge, 
and to the other publick offender's against the rights and 
liberties of this Country, of what kind or denomination 
soever, excepting only from the benefit of such pardon 
Thomas Gage, Samuel Graves, and those Counsellors who 
were appointed by mandamus, and have not signified their 
resignation, viz ; Jonathan Sewell, Charles Paxton, Ben- 
jamin Hallowcll, and all the natives of America not belong- 
ino- to the Navy or Army who went out with the Troops 
on the, 19th of April last, and were countenancing, aiding, 
and assisting them in the robberies and murders then com- 
mitted, whose offences are of too flagitious a nature to 
admit of any other consideration than that of condign pun- 
ishment: Provided they take the benefit hereof by making 
a surrender of themselves to any General Officer belong-. 
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ing to the Massachusetts Ar"my,*and subscribe a declaration 
of their readiness to com pi)' with, support, and abide by 
all the resolutions and determinations which are already 
made by this or any former Congress, or that shall here- 
after be made by this or any future Congress or House, of 
Representatives of tins Colony, within Thirty Jays from 
the date hereof. And it is earnestly enjoined upon the 
Selectmen, Committees of Correspodence, Committees of 
Safety, and all other Officers of every Town in. this Colo- 
ny, that they use their utmost diligence to discover and 
make known to this Congress any person or persons who 
shall in any respect attempt to do any thing tending to 
render ineffectual their designs and doings ; and" we. trust 
that the God of Armies, on whom we rely for a blessing 
upon our arms, which we have. taken up in. support of the 
great and fundamental principles of natural justice and the 
common and indefeasible rights of mankind, will guide and 
direct us in our designs, and at .last, in infinite goodness 
to this his injured people, restore peace and_ freedom to 
the American world. 



To the. Honourable Provincial Congress now sitting at 

Watertown : 
The Petition of Eben.ezer Smith and Thomas Coo_k, 
_ Selectmen of. Edgahtown, in behalf of said Edgar- 
tp.wn, humbly shoiveth: - . - 

JTbat whereas the said Town of Edgartown is .very small 
' and poor, the soil sandy, and not capable of producing the 
article of bread-corn for the inhabitants yearly by far; 
whereby many of the inhabitants are obliged to employ 
themselves in the whaling employ. for their support, which 
at this time is rendered useless, by reason that the ojl ob- 
tained will not produce cash ; and also the staple. com- 
modity of said Edgartown, which is the article of sheep's 
wool, cannot be transported to the main land at this lime, 
with any degree of safety, by reason of the armed vessels 
continually cruising betwixt said Edgarioivn and the. main 
land ; and your petitioners are well assured that there is 
but very little cash in said Town, and tbat_many of the 
inhabitants jire at tins time in a considerable degree suffer- 
ing for the article of bread-corn, and are by no means at 
this present time capable. of paying their pablick taxes: 
we therefore pray, in behalf of said. Edgartown, that as 
J'oyr petiti one rs have contracted with the Committee of 
Supplies" to supply them with a number of yarn stockings, 
"that.the.same may answer in lieu of the money, as far as 
the amount of said stockings ; as "we conceive it will be' of 
great utility to said Town, by reason that the little money 
there is will be stopped in said Town, and the poor kept 
a.t work in the manufacturing of the wool. And your peti- 
tioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, 

: ' • "- - Thomas Cook, > „-, ' 

Ebenezee Smith, \ &?«*»«»• 

Edgartown, June 1G, 1/75. 

coLOSEL Israel' gilman to. the new-hampshire com-" 

M1TTEE OF SAFETY. 

Charlestown, June 16, 1775. 
GentlemenT I take Jhis opportunity "to inform you of 
the state of Colonel .Kearf's Regiment now at. Charlestown. 
The Regiment is fullofficered ; the' soldiery will appear by 
the return; there is good harmony in said Regiment. .A 
chaplain^ surgeon, and armourer very much wanting" in 
sajd Regiment.-- ... ......_ 

.Gentlemen,! am, with respect, your most obedient, &,c, 
- ^ Israel Gilman. 

To the Honourable the Committee of Safety. 

P\ S. It is still times with the Regular Troops at pre- 
sent; we expect they 'will make a push for Bunker's Hill 

or Dorchester Neck vmy soon. . . : 



- TO THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND. 

F- • J i J7- n'-'-'-rr- London, June 17, 1775.' _ 

rnends and fellow- Countrymen: ' ' ' .. 

Let me conjure yTsu,"by all you hold dear here and here- 
after, by all the ties" of nature and justice, to rouse in 
defence of your persecuted brethren and fellow-subjects in 



America, who daily fall innocent victims to lawless power. 
Let me entreat you to rouse in defence of your rights and 
liberties, those rights and liberties which Heaven gave, and 
for which your fathers bravely fought, and gloriously fell, 
to preserve themselves, and us their posterity free. Be 
assured if hleeding America can be reduced to slavery, "all. 
the boasted privileges of Englishmen must fall with". her ; 
let me therefore beseech you to oppose, with uplifted hands 
and stretched out arms, the cruel, bloody, and unnatural 
tyranny of George the Third, and his diabolical tory 
minions. Perdition, destruction, and ail the miseries of a 
tortured death, attend the wretch "who calls himself an 
Englishman, and yet can tamely see his brother, or fellow- 
subject, perish through wanton cruelty, oppression, or the 
sword. ' ■.— . =jr " --"—-7 . • ;- ■---'■■■- '—-.;:■;■ 

No tyrant .was ever more despotlck and cruel than the 
present Sovereign, who disgraces the seat of royalty Tn the 
British Empire ; no Court ever more corrupt thah'hjs ;~an~d 
yet, O my countrymen, to this merciless and d.espotick ' 
tyrant, and to his wicked and corrupt Ministry, you sacri- 
fice your rights, and yield a peaceable submission".: ; ." 

Consider the gloomy, the dreadful prospect before you. 
The plains of America are running 'with the blood, of her 
inhabitants; the essence of the Englis h ConstifinJon de- 
stroyed, and nothing but the form, the mere shadow of it 
remains; all the dear-bought liberties purchased and seale'd 
with, the blood of your forefathers, wrested from yon by 
the polluted hands of an abandoned set of miscreants; sup- 
ported and defended "by a royal tyrant; and a daric c loud 
of slavery, like a rising tempest, overspreads the.TandVit 
approaches" swiftly, and at this momentlhreatens our de- 
struction : it is therefore high time you should bTroused 
and awakened to a sense of your danger ; and by air/appeal" 
to Heaven, by a glorious resistance, provide for your com- 
mon "safety. - ' . .... -._--.__' :v"-". 

This is the only way; we have no other to prevent the. 
rum that, threatens us. If we are; Inattentive or inactive at 
this time, our chains will be. fast riveted, and liberty must 
expire. Your petitions and remonstrances ha vejjeerrspurned 
by the King, and yon have now noTemedy left blitfthat of 
.effteririg into an association in defence of your. common 
rights, and the rights of America: They have set "you" a 
npble example, an example worthy of ''Britons, an example - 
which, yott are bound by all the principles of juWceTand 
self-preservation to follow; he must be blind thai Is not 
convinced of. this, and he is an abandoned v\TeIch, Tin 
.enemy to mankind, who "will not pursue the road..".."." _\ 1 

L T pon your virtue and resolution at this jurirjtufe7 de- 
pends the salvation of England and 'America ; it 1 is "'now 
in your power to" prevent tliefurther progress of despolism, 
the butchery of your fellow-countrymen, and" yourselves 
from, slavery and ruin.. " •• ;"- : ; -- -^ ;-_. __;.-. 

When the humble supplications of an oppressed People 
are treated with" contempt, and a deaf ear turnefLto their 
complaints ; when their" rights are daily invaded, their pro- 
perty unlawfully wrested "from them, and their blood inhu- 
manly shed ; it is incirmbent on them, it is a duty they owe 
to God and their Country, to take the field and resist their 
oppressors; to show: themselves brave, when bravery is 
required, and dare to be resolute in the hour of dangCT. 
Remember, my fellow-coun'trymen, bur predecessors led 
the way; the Americans have follgwej thji.r nobIe.exam r 
pie, and we are bound to follow LhW.I^ere" wr^ have 
been liberty and property ,Tf it had' not 'been for th'e virtue, 
bravery, and resolution pf pur anchors?. They stood forth 
in the glorious cause, and many of "them secured it to pos- 
terity by .their blood. Shall we then tamely submitio have 
those privileges, for winch .they fought and fell," ravished 
from us by a lawless tribe of men, who call themselves 
Sectors °r Ministers, and who, taking advantage of their 
Prince, are laying waste their country, and speading^deso- 
latipn through "the land ? Shall it~be said in ..afnjt. times, 
that the year one thousand seven hundre d I an d [sev ent y-five 
was less glorious than that "of sixteen hujLdreJJnd "eighty- " 
eight; and that as the age grew more and more enlight- 
ened itbecaiTne; more and more pusillanimous"? Forbid it 
Heaven! - ..." - -.' .. - ..... ■ !. '.-. ' .'■ _■.. = - 7 ■-—■-■:■-- ■ ^ --- :_-^.c---.-. - . 
, Let me entreat you, O' Englishmen, \.o rouse 'from that 
state of supineness in which you have so long lain; open 
your eyes .to the danger that surrounds you, andstand forth 
the defenders of Anierican virtue and publick liberty/Havoc 
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Is'rfow tlrccty "aTSF. 'James's, and the dogs oT war are let 
loose to^.tear out the yitals of our brethren./ America, 
through" tbe*a¥a^one3' cruelty of an accursed Administra- 
tion Jfid aiOJnrelenllng King, is become a field of. blood, 
' WetSprmd "wrtTPdlTsolation" and = slaughter. It., is in your 
power to .pat an end to this horrid unnatural civil war ; it 
niUst ow,e its extinction or continuance to you. If you are 
virmafls^ Krave,a'nd resolute, the lives, liberties, and. .pro- 
perties'" of your fellow-subjects may be preserved, and your 
Country saved from destruction: if, on the contrary^ you 
should be irresolute and pusillanimous at this time, (unwor- 
' thy "trie' nam!" of Englishmen,) thousand, many thousand 
lives must be lost ; the liberties of England will be no more ; 
and your property taken from you "at the will and pleasure 
of the King and his Ministers." ..." . . 

It_can only be from the virtue and umted.efTorts of Eng- 
land and 'America, that the Constitution of Great Britain, 
and all ourinvaluable privileges, can be preserved. Should 
you temaiif quiet spectators ofthe present inhuman massa- 
cres and desjipctive measures, you" will deserve the worst 
of slavery, and the crudest punishment ever inflicted J>n a 
people. -_ _ 

" If you have any honour, if you have any virtue, or any 
-bravery, yon-will now stand forth and resist the .tyrants; 
'you will demand the heads of those men who advised those . 
sanguinary; fatal, and ruinous measures; you will declare to 
"the^world you will not consent to arbitrary invasions of your 
liberties ; arbitrary dispensings with the laws ; and arbitrary 
o-overni'ng" by an Army: that you owe no submission to a 
- King," beyond the. bounds of law ; that your lives, liberties, 
and estates sliall not be disposed of at his pleasure; that you 
ate bound by the" laws' of God and man to resist a' tyrant ; 
and that you will oppose all unjust violence, and those who 
attempt the life of the Constitution, 'as the great enjemies 
' of "their Country. This has been practised in all ages ; and 
all ^ations'determine, Jhat "Kings' who Invade the. lives, 
"liberties, or properties of their" subjects; that tear up the 
foundations of publick freedom, "and the sacred Constitu- 
tion of their Country ; may be resisted, either by calling in 
and Joining with foreign assistance, or by taking arms in 
. defence of the laws .and common liberty. This is what was 
declared at.the 'Revolution, and this is the foundation upon 
whiph "the people to.ok arms in the.. time of Charles the 
First. ". . "'"" '""\".l ."'"" ■■■*■■ '..'""-■ 

- The axe is. now at the root,of the tree; the overthrow 
of the Constitution is the great design of the King ancf his 
Miniltersf the open and avowed enemies to the jiatural 
right? of 'manliTnd, who have already sufficiently proved to 
the world that, they mean the subversion of the .universal 
right" "qF dhnstTans and of subjects. Let those, my coun- 
trymen, who. plead" for tyrants^ submit to their power; but 
let us_ esteem 'bnr, liberty, religion, and property ,_ equally 
\vitli. Sr Jives, ev^ry man's birthright by nature ;h"5 Gov- 
ernment eyeFrecelvyd a legal authority to abridge or take 
it away ; nor has God vested any single or confederated 
power in "any hands to destroy "it ; and it is i in defence of 
those glorious privileges, these commo4,;rights, I have writ- 
ten tins pa"per;"ahd to preserve them urivioTated by the 
" polluted ""Hands, of lawless tyrants, I would lay dowmny 
life, for life is a burden in any other state than that of 

Freedom... ;___ . . - 

.-"It'fs notoriously known, notwithstanding all the Royal 
and Ministerial falsehoods which "liave been, and are daily 

: a"dva'uce| to 6ur"disgrace*; ft fs "known that we" do not enjoy 
undiminished, oneTsingle privilege purchased by the blood 
of our aftcesWrs, ahH confirmed to us by Magna Charta 
and the BiU of Rights. "Everyman, then, who remains 
passive at this lime, is an enemy and traitor, to his .Coun- 
try: I lose all kind of patience when I reflect, upon the 
melancholy situation of England and America, and the 
vlllanousr principles of those men entrusted by the Sover- 
eign* with the management of. the affairs of this once great, 
free, and powerful "Kingdom. I am. fired with a just indig- 
nation against "the authors of our misfortunes ; and if I 

- appear too^w^rm, 1 hope it will' be imputed to my zeal 
'fn the, publick cause, and not to any fnalice or resentment 
against individuals, for I here declare to have none. But I 
mos"t sincsreTy wish to stop the further effusion.of human 
blood, andjwould willingly sacrifice my life, could I. wrest 
my Country from the hands of parricides and traitors, and 
from that destruction which now threatens it. 
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, .,-,«..,.,, . -^ :, ..._. ■*,-„.. - j n pJoVmci^ Congress, CTiarlestown,") 
,,-,., .-..., _._ .» , Saturday, June 17, 1775. f. 

Resolved, That this Congress shall expire on the sixth 
day of August next ; that a new election be made on Mon- 
day the 7th and Tuesday the 8th days of August, except 
in Charlestown; and that the new members then elected 
do meet in General Congress at Charlestown, on the first 
day of December next, or sooner, if the General Commit- 
tee shall think it, expedient to summon.them. 

Resolved, That each Parish, or District, shall, at the 
time of choosing Deputies to attend the Provincial Con- 
gress, likewise choose a convenient number to form Com- 
mittees in the said Parishes and Districts respectively, in 
"order "to enforce the different Resol ves of the Continental 
and Provincial Congresses. By order of Congress : 

-^ ----- --v .» Peter Timothy, Secretary. 



TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE CITT OF/FHILADELPHIA, AND 
TO ALL OTHERS WHOM IT. MAT.C.ONCERN.. ^ 

" Philadelphia, Juno 17, 177a. 

Suppose this "Major, Colonel, or whatever" he may be, 
who is lately arrived from the Parliamentary Army at Bos- 
ton, and says he sold out, sho'uld he a Spy sent from the 
Generals toexamine into the state of our affairs ; to. fix on 
the ground which can 'be occupied to most advantage by 
an Army, Regiment, or party of Regulars ; to see whether 
we are prepared to oppose their landing, or to prevent any 
ships from coming opposite the City, which by threats to 
fire upon it, might intimidate the inhabitants. Suppose 
the Generals have resolved, if t hejand ing at New-York 
should prove too hazardous, onTlccQuprof |ts vicinity to 
Connecticut, to .send the Troops" jierej and that he is sent 
on purpose to/assist and direct thern Jnjariding. Suppose 
all, or any of these to be the true supposition, what then? 
Suppose he and. the paroled Major (for I hear they are 
much together) should, by their .united counsels, .fix and 
recommend a plan for introducing a'tew Regiments to 
Philadelphia, what" then ? These are .reasonable suppo- 
sitions. Generals who could. affecl noth ing by forc e, have 
had recourse to. stratagem, and may have again. I hav.e 
but "one suppo'sition more, the regt I leave to your virtue, 
wisdom, and prudence: suppose the g eneral desire of your 
feilow-citizens to he " dent opercmcurMoresselcctiducesq; 
militarelne quidcimtas detrimenti capiat"— Quid tum.1 
I am, &c. 



JAMES DUANETO NEW-TQai-PMSlIS?;., 

Philadelphia, Juno. 17, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Your .favour oF_jhe^ ^^Jby express 
came to hand, yesterday, "and the papers you enclosed have 
been communicated to the Congress, who cannot but ap- 
prove of your generous and spirited conduct. 

You have by this conveyance t\vo packets from the Pre- 
sident of the Congress, on the subjects to which they relate. 
I need make no remark. .-- T= ^=- = .- = ^- ,--..., 

As it was Found.that you madejio progress m raising 
men, the'Congress Have thought fit that the posts directed 
to be taken in our Government should im media tely be oc- 
cupied by the Troops of ConnkjJBI, which are ready for 
service, and unemployed. We ejfilfise you, by order of 
the Congress, a certified copy oF "their Resolut ion on that 

head. " . -" _. --^* -^-—.-™- ^ - T 'V- 

Your great complaint oF the want of money will, 1 nope, 

be soon removed. "For your present satisfaction, we have 
obtained jeaye of the Congress to inform you that the 
General Committee- oF. the whole body have_ reported a 
Resolution to emit,*in Continental paper currency, a sum 
not exceeding" the value oF two millions of Spanish dol- 
lars, For the redemption of whickalT the, Cojojles are to be 
pledged. Upon revolving the effect, of this Resolution, 
you will find to. agree in the main point — the. stability of the 
fund, witli your own judicious system. We hope soon to 
furnish you with the particulars of this. important transac- 
tion. We are likewjse at liberty to acquaint you that the 
Congress hare agreed to raise, at the Continental expense, 
a body oF fiFtcen thousand men.— ten^thousand for the de- 
' fence of the Massachusetts, and t he re mainder .to b|;em- 
ployed in New-York for keeplngopeti the communication 
between the Northern and Southern. Colonies ; and that 
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Colonel George Washington \s, appointee! Captain-General 
and Commander-in-Chief of all the forces raised and to 
be raised in the. common cause. You are under.no further 
obligation of secrecy on that subject, than to 'prevent their 
being inserted in any newspaper, from which it is appre- 
hended some prejudices might aris^. 

The letters for Governour Trumbull and General Woos- 
ter, relate to the. removal of the Connecticut Troops into 
our Government, and are' to be forwarded with your des- 
patches on that subject ; but they are only from their Dele- 
gates, and not authoritative, the Congress having referred 
it to you to make the application to that Government: 

I have retired from the Congress at the request of my 
brethren to send off these despatches; for which reason I 
have done the honour of subscribing myself, with the 
greatest respect, gentlemen, your most obedient and very 
humble servant, ' " - James Duane. - 

To the Provincial Congress at New-York.. 



examining the papers, that both of Capt. Jones's slpops, of 
about eighty tons each, were in the King's service ; and as 
the people are now obliged to provide for their own safety 
in the best manner possible, the Committee of Safety have 
resolved, with the utmost expedition, to arm one of said 
sloops, and to act on the defensive. We are deeply sensi- 
ble of our "own weakness and danger, and with becoming 
deference we once more apply to your Honours for advice 
and support, if we are judged worthy of your notice. Will 
not a commission be necessary for those who take the lead 
in this affair? 

We are, gentlemen, very respectfully, &tc. 

James Lyon, Chairman. 

To the Honourable Congress of the Massachusetts-Bay. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO THEIR DELEGATES AT PHILA- 
- - ■ ' DELPH1A. 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, June 17, 17.75. 

Gentlemen : We are this day informed by Mr. Jeffrey, 
of the Lord Hyde packet-boat, that the Mercury ship-of- 
. war was cruising off our coast, and. is now &\. Sandy-Hook, 
to order the transports from Ireland with Troops destined 
to this City, to proceed immediately to Boston; and did 
on Tuesday last, about thirty league.s to the; southeast .of 
Sandy-Hook deliver those orders to. the Old Spy, man-of- 
;war, (now a transport with .a. part of. the Forty-Fo.uith 
Regiment on board,) who immediately altered her course. 
" Captain Jeffery told us he. had this in formation, both 
from; ihe officers of _ the troops on board.of the Spy, and 
from some of the officers of the Mercury man-of-war. . -. 
From. this information, we are induced to conclude that 
some capital stroke is meditated against our brethren of the 
Massachus.elts-Bay. We therefore, gentlemen, think it 
our duty to despatch this information to you, that it may be 
known to the_ Continental Congress. 

We are, gentlemen, your very humble servant, 
■ ""*'*""' r - ' P. V. B. Livingston, President, 

To the. New- York. Delegates in Continental Congress. .". 

P. S. We enclose you copies of. the two letters we have 
despatched to General Wooster. _ 



MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF SUPPLIES TO COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY, "• - " 

Chamber of Supplies, Watertown, June 17, 1775. 

Gentlejvien : We have received your letter per express, 
and in.ans_wer inform you that we have no horses at present 
but what. are unfit for use, or wanted for the expresses of 
this Committee. We are informed that Colonel Gerrish 
has a horse taken at Noddle's Island, and shall be glad that 
you will take the same, if the intelligence is true, and give 
us notice. We have received but ten out. of twenty-eight 
horses ordered by Congress to be delivered us, and are in- 
formed, that those_left^behi.nd are some, of the best; pray 
take them if to be found, unless detained by the Generals. 
We have sent Jo procure four, which shall be sent you as 
soon as possible ; and are, with respect, gentlemen, your 
humble servant, David" Ch.eeveRj per order. 

To the Honourable the .Committee of Safety. 

P.. S. ; Weare sensibly concerned for the expense of pow- 
der, as a great consumption by qannon may be ruinous on 
our side,,. We think, it propeao inform you that, exclusive 
of thirty-six half barrels powder received from the Govern- 
our and Council of Connecticut, ihere\s.6nly in the maga- 
zine twenty-seven half barrels, and can be no more dnfughted 
from the Towns, without exposing them more than they will 
consent to be. 



MACHIVS COMMITTEE TO MASSACHUSETTS CONttllFSS. 

Macluaa, June 17, 1775 

Gentlt-men: Since the express left this, by whom we 
transmj.Ue_f_.an_ .account of thejaking of the Margaretta, 
one of the King's tenders, we" Lave discovered, upon 



Account of an Engagement at Charlestown, between 
about three thousand of the King's Regular Forces, and 
about half that number of Provincials, on Saturday, 
the lTth o/June, 1775,. . .-'„_..., . .. :., 
On Friday night, June the sixteenth, fifteen hundred of 
the Provincials went to Bimker'sHiUmjordex to intrench 
there, and continued intrenching till Saturday at ten o'clock, 
when two thousand Regulars marc LecJ.out of Boston, landed 
in Charlestoivn, and, plundering it of all its valuable effects, 
set .fire to it in'ten different places__aL once ; .then dividing 
their Army, one part of it marched up In the front qf.the 
Provincials' intrenebment, and began to attack the Provin- 
cials at long shot; "the other part of the .Army marched 
round the Town of Charlestoivn under cover of the._smo.ke 
occasioned by the Town. /The Provincial sentries dis- 
covered the Regulars marching upon then-left wing. Upon 
notice of this given by the sentry To the Connecticut forces 
posted on that' wing, 'Captain Nolton, of Ashford, with four 
hundred of said forces, immediately repaired. Fo and pulled 
up a post and rail fence, and carrying the posts and rails to 
another fence, put them together for aTTreastwork. Capf. 
Nolton gave orders" to the men not. to. fire .tilfthe enemy had 
got within fifteen rods, and then not till the word was given. 
At .the word being given "the %nemy fell surprisingly, It 
was. thought, by spectators, who stood at a distance, that 
our men;' "did great execution. The action continued about 
two hours, when the Regulars on the right wing were put 
into, confusion and gave way." The Connecticut Troops 
closely pursued them, and were, on "the. point of pushing 
their bayonets, when_orders were received "from General 
Pomeroy for those who had been in action two hours to 
fall back, arid "their places, to .be supplied" hy fresh forces. 
These orders being mistaken, for a direction to retreat^ our 
Troops on the right wing began ^general retreat, which 
was handed to the Jeft, the pfhlcipal place of action, where 
Captains Nolton,' Chester, Clarke, and Putnam, had forced 
the enemy "to giveaway an dretire_.be fore .themfor_some con- 
siderable distance ; and being warmly pursuing the enemy, 
.were with difficulty persuaded to retire ; but the right wing, 
by mistaking the orders, having* already retired, the left, to 
avoid being encircled, were ohliged to retreat ; and, with the 
main body, they .retreated with precipifatlon across the 
causeway to Winter IliU.'m whichT they w 7 ere exposed to 
the fire of the enemy fiom their shipping and'floaiing Lat- 
teries, '""* - ■ 

We sustained. our. principal loss jn passmg the causeway. 
The enemy pursued om\ Troops to Winter Mill, where the 
Provincials, being re-enforced by General Putnam, renewed 
the battle with great spirit, repuTsecf the. enemy with great 
slaughter, and pursued them till .they got under cuverof 
their cannon from tlieshippifig,~v?ben t he en emyrolreated to 
'Bunker's Hill, and the Provincials "to Winter Hill, where, 
after intrenching and erecting batferies, they, on Monday, 
began, tp fire upon the Regulars on Bunkers Hill, arid on 
the ships and the floating batteries in the harbour, when 
the express caiiie away. The. number of Provincials killed 
is'between forty and seventy ; drfe litindr ed and forty wound- 
ed ; of the Connecticut "Troops sixteen were "kille'd ; ' no 
officer among -them was either.. ;kj_Ied qjmvq _n ded, except 
Lieutenant 'Grosyenor, who is rvvorrndecr in the Hand ; a 
Colonel or. Lieutenant-Colqnei gf. the New-MampsMre 
forces among the dead.. It is jdj6"sai^tFa£^D3ctor Warren 
js' undoubtedly among the slijlil.r.^iejr^rovii^ml^fost three 
iron .5ix-rronnders,^om.eJn"frencji]r|g fools, andTknapsacks. 
The narhber : of Regulars 'that first attacked the PrpVrn- 
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cials ob Bunker's Hill .was. not less.tbart" two thousand. 
The number of Provincials" was only fifteen hundred, who, 
it is supposed, would soon have gained a complete victory,' 
had it not been for the unhappy mistake already mentioned.. 
The. Regulars were afterwards re-enforced with a thousand 
men. h is uncertain how great a number of the enemy 
were killed, or wounded ; but it was supposed by spectators 
who saw the whole action, that there could not be less than 
four or five hundred.killed. Mr. Gardner, who got out of 
Boston on Sunday evening, says that there were five hun- 
dred wounded men brought into that place the morning 
before he came out. _ , _ -■'-.._■ 

This accounf was ..taken, from Captain Elijah Hide', of 
Lebanon, who was a spectat'oron Winter Hill during the 
whole .action.. . "'" " . ' \ . --. - 



GOVERNOUR YVENTWORTH TO THEODORE ATKINSON. 

pastle William and Mary, Juris 17, 1775. 

Dear Sir^ Captain Barlchy has this morning seized 
the Sloop Kingfisher, Jonathan Eaton, master, laden with 
thirteen. hogsheads and jtbree tierces of molasses, bound 
from tyivbury to Piscataqvajor breach of Acts of Trade. 
This sjoop run into Little Harbour and unloaded eight 
casks into a gondola,. without entering or reporting at the 
Customj-Ffouje.. Captain Barkley sends information to the 
Custorn-House, and directions to have the vessel forthwith 
hbellgd" in }he.Court of Vice- Admiralty. This is not] there- 
fore, any" stoppage upon his general orders relative to pro- 
vision, vessels, fee., but would have, taken place any time, 
heretofore. .1 therefore hope it will be so considered, and 
occasion w r\p. disturbance ; . in Town. . " 

We shall rejoice exceedingly to see you in this our plea- 
^aiif retirement, where we enjoy a good air, and have some 
safety from unseasonable attacks. 

' '.. , .'■-" '.- ,_"l . '•' ..:'. ..■■'■_ '._ J.. WeNTWORTH, 

Honourable Theodore Atkinson, Esq., Portsmouth. 



"?0HN;irANC6feK', PRESIDENT, TO EL'BJtlDGl; GERRY, 

• ■■;-'. \\. Philadelphia, Sunday Morning, Jims 18, 1775. 

- Dear_Sir; I haye but a moment's time left to tell you 
that yo'ur order Tor the duck, &c, cannot be complied with, 
there being not enough here to make it .worth while to think 
of sending, and indeed they are in want of 'the same, arti- 
cle here., 1 cjnn.ot jnfori.n you of the doings of Congress 
in;generaj, being under an injunction : ; but I am thus far 
indulged to mention, but by no means to be put in the 
newspapers at present, that Colonel Washington is appoint- 
ed Commander-in-Cbief of the Continental Army. I shall 
sign his commission "to-morrow, and he will depart in a few 
days. -He is.afine man." You will judge of the propriety 
of. the. rn(5"de_Qf_ his reception.. Ten Companies of fine 
RiflemenTr.prnJ.his Province, Maryland, and Virginia, are 
ordered tq proceed' immediately to your Army ; these are, 
clever fellows.. The "Committee of the whole Congress 
have agreed upon a report fpr the immediate emission of 
two [millions of. dollars upon the faith of the Continent.- 
Remember me to Sir. GUI, Pitts, Cooper, and all friends. 
.Adieu ; I am almost woin out. 

1 am your real fiiend, John. Hancock, 

Mr. Gerry, Watt) town. 

JOIJN M5\MS TO ET/BRIDGE GERRY. 

* • ' • Philadelphia, June 18, 1775." 

Dear Sir:. I, have at la^obtained .liberty, by a vote of 
Congress, to acquaint my friend-, with a few of the tbin»s 
that have been, done. " -'•/-" -"-..' 

The Congress have voted, or rather a Committee of the 
whole House have unanimously agreed, that the sum of two 
million dolhus be issuedin bills of credit, for the fedemp r 
- tion of ^hich;in aceitam number of years, twelve Colonies 
have unanimously pledged themselves. - 

The Congress has likewise resolved that fifteen thousand 
men shall' bo supported at the expense of the Continent, " 
(ten thousand at Massachusetts, and five thousand at New- 
. Yorh ,^and~that ten Companies of Riflemen be sent immedi- 
■ afely— six fiom Pennsylvania, Two from Maryland, and two 
from Virginia — consisting of sixty-eight privates, in each 
companj, to join our Arm) af Boston. -These we said to 



be alf exquisite fnarksmen, and by means of the excellence 
of their firelocks, as well as their skill in the use of them, 
to send sure destruction to great distances; 

Gen, Washington is chosen C'ominander-rn-Chief; Gen. 
Ward the first Major-General ; and General Lee the second, 
(the last has. not yet accepted,) and Major Gates Adjutaht- 
GerjeraL Lee and Gates are experienced, officers. We 
have proceeded no further as, yet. "" 

1 have never, in all my lifetime, suffered more anxiety 
than in the conduct of this. business. .The choice of offi- 
cers, and. their pay, have'given me great distress. Lee and . 
Gatei are officers of such great experience arid confessed 
abilities, that I thought their advice, in a council of officers, 
might be of great advantage to us; but the natural preju- 
dices, and virtuous attachment of oitr countrymen to their 
own officers, made me apprehensive of difficulties. But, 
considering the earnest \ desire of General Washington to 
have the assistance of these officers, the extreme attach- 
ment of many of our best friends in the Southern Colonies 
to them, the reputation they would give" to ourarms in Eu- 
rope, and especially with the MinisteriarGeneraJs and Army 
in Boston, aswell as the real American -merit of them both, 
I could not withhold my vote from either. 

The pay which has been voted to all the officers "which 
the Continental C.ongressMntends to choose, fs so large, that 
I fear our people will think it extravagant and be uneasy. 
Mr. Adams, Mr. Paine, and myself,, used our utmost en- 
deavours to reduce it, but in* vain. ..: 

Those ideas of equality, which are so agreeable to us 
natives of New- England , are very disagreeable to many 
gentlemen in the other Colonies." They had a great opin- 
ion of the high importance of a Continental General, and 
were determined to place him in an elevated point of light. 
They think the Massachusetts establishment too high for 
the privates, and too low for the officers, and they would 
have their own way.- .-."-. 

I hope the utmost politeness and respect will be shown 
to these officers on their .arrival. The whole Army, I think, 
.should be" drawn up upon the occasion, and jail the pride, 
pomp, and circurnstance.of glorious war displayed; no pow- 
der burned, however. . :.. \. . 

There is something charming to roe in the.conduct.of 
Washington. A gentleman of one of the first fortunes upon 
the Continent, leaving" his delicious retirement, his family 
and friends, sacrificing his ease, and = hazarding all in the 
cause of his Country ! His views "are noble and disinte- 
rested. He declared when he accepted the mighty trust, 
that he would lay before us an exact account of his expenses, 
and not accept a sjiilling for pay. The express waits. 

Adieu. John Adams. 

Mr. Gerry, Watertown . 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO GOVSrKOUR TRUMBULL. 

Greenwich, Jiirre 18, 1775. 

Sir: I have just received a letter from the ProvinciaJ 
Congress at Ntiu- York, a copy of which I enclose and 
send you by express, who will also proceed to the Provin- 
cial Camp with another to General Ward. Perhaps your ' 
Honour will now thint best, to order .the troops under my 
com/hand eastward instead of westward.. - . 

I am," in haste, your Honour's most obedient humble 
servant', ^ '-■ David Woostetr, Major-General. " 

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esquire. : . 

NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO GENERAL WOOSTER. 

Provincial Congress, New-York, June 17, 1775.. 

Sir: Being well informed that four Regiments, contain- 
ing near three thousand effective men, were sailed in trans- 
ports for this City, we take the liberty to. request the assist- 
ance of those brave sons of freedom who are under your 
command. We are this instant Furth;er informed, that the 
Mercury, ship-of-war, was cruising upon our coast, and 
is now at Sandy-Hook, to or.der those transports td Bos- 
ton immediately , and did, on Tuesday last, thirty leagues 
to the southeast of the Hook, deliver her orders to the 
Old. Spy, man-of-war, now a transport, with part of the 
Forty-Fourth Regiment on board,, which .immediately 
altered her course. From hence we conclude that a very 
capital stroke is meditated against our brethren of the 
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JSlassacJiusctis-Bay. You best can determine, Sir, whe- 
ther it is proper, on this occasion, for the forces under your 
command to march westward. But we are led to believe 
that it is of more important consequence to secure the 
several passes, with which nature hatb bounteously forti- 
fied the eastern country, that if some unexpected chance 
of war should prove fatal to us in the first contest, the 
enemy' may, by such means, receive a double check in 
his career of vengeance. We beg you to transmit this 
intelligence to the Provincial Camp with the utmost de- 
spatch. We are, Sir, your most humble servants, 
. By order of (he Provincial Congress : 

' Peter V. B. Livingston, President. 
To Major-General Wooster, Greenwich. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN OFFICER OF RANK TO 
A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON, DATED BOSTON, JUNE 18, 

1775. 

We left Cork early in April, and after a very tedious 
and disagreeable passage of seven weeks, arrived here on 
the sixteenth day of this month. On our landing, we 
found every tiling in the utmost confusion," partly arising 
from the murmurs of the soldiery; the difference of opin- 
ion among the superiour officers ; the want of fresh provi- 
sions ; the general unhealthiness of the troops; and, above 
all, the^ misery of the wretched inhabitants, destitute of 
food, raiment, or property. Whether it was an aggregate 
of all these, or a weakness arising from" a sea-sickness, 
which commenced at the cove of Cork, and only left me 
on my landing, 1 will not pretend to say, but I have been 
totally confined to my room since last Saturday. Yester- 
day mornmg the troops were ordered under arms at three 
o'clock, on a boat being sent from one of the ships-of- 
war to acquaint us that the Provincials were raising 
works invorder to besiege us, and put us between cross 
fires. Feeble as I was, 1 arose anc! dressed myself, and 
went .down .to the Head-Quarters to offer my service. 
There tvct5. t 1vvq reasons, however, which prevented their 
acceptance pxine was "the state of my health, the other, 
that the:Regiment I belonged to was not ord_ered out. The 
troops destined for that service were landed on the Charles- 
town side, between eight and nine o'clock ; but on account 
of the number of the Provincials, the. troops did "not begin 
.the attack Jbr a considerable time. In the prodigious con- 
fusion tills placets now in, all I can tell now is, that the 
troops behaved with the most unexampled bravery ; and 
after an engagement of nearly five hours, we forced the 
Provincials from their posts, redoubts, and intrenchments, 
one by one. This victory has cost us very dear, indeed, 
as we have lost some of the best officers jn the service, 
and "a" great number of private men. Nor do I see that 
we enjoy one solid benefit in return, or are likely to reap 
from it any one advantage whatever. We have, indeed, 
learned one melancholy truth, which is, that the Ameri- 
cans, if they were equally well commanded, are full as 
good soldiers as ours ; and as it is, are very little inferiour 
to us, even tn discipline and steadiness of countenance. 
This sudden, unexpected affair, has had, however, one 
good effect upon me, for I find myself much better. 

P.,S. gin^e I \yrote the above, I fell into a conversation 
with a gentleman who was present in both actions, and who 
told me thaphe King's Troops must have been totally 
destroyed in each, had the Provincials known; their own 
strength, particularly on the former's 'return from Lexing- 
ton to Boston, on the 19th of April."* , 



GENERAL THOMAS TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Roxbm-y Camp, June 18, 1775. 
Sm: For the well ordering and regulating a Camp, 
there are some officers necessary that Ifind no establish- 
ment for, which, I suppose, was. left by the former Con- 
gress for an after consideration ; two, in particular, that I 



find very necessary, vizi an Adjutant and Quartermaster- 
General, the latter of which may make a great saving to 
the Province, a_s he would have the particular charge and 
control of all the camp utensils, inspection of quarters, 
&c, &c, which he would be accountable for.. It is an 
office of great importance in many "respects. Upon this 
matter being recommended to the Honourable Congress, I 
make no doubt they will be sensible of the utility of such 
officers. I am, Sir, with the greatest esteem, your most 
obedient servant, John Thomas. 



* London, July 27, 1773.— The event of the Boston campaign may 
now be easily guessed. At first, it soemed to turn upn the question, 
whether the Colony Irregulars would stand the phalanxes of Regular 
Troops ? That has been proved too clearly to be denied. It is now a 
question, wtich "side will soonest be destroyed, and whether a victory 
to the Regulars, in which they lost one thousand men, and killed two 
hundred of "the Provincials, is not. the species of victory which will 
soon have ajTtJYo effects of the soverest defeat ? '" .. 



MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OP SUPPLIES TO COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY." 
Supply Chamber, "Watertown, Juno 18, 17175. 

rENTLEMEN": We were hand,ed an express from you to 
the several Towns, wherein you. desire them to raise the Mili- 
tia, which was not directed to us for any assistance; but Mr. 
Gill desired us verbally, as by your order, to furnish horses 
for the purpose/and despatch orders ; which was notin qur 
power, as we, have no horses for our pwn_ necessary ex- 
presses; and as we apprehend its being wholly out of our 
department, it would not have that influence which itmig'ht 
have'beerf expected from the Committee^pf Safety^vvboBe 
department only it will be considered, if we had any spare 
horses to comply with such desire. We" therefore hope, gen- 
tlemen, you wilj not depend upon us, however disposed we 
may be to assist for the publick safetyVas it is out of our 
power'.." Your most humble servants, 

- - David Cheever, per ord.cr. 
To the Committee of Safety. 



CIRCULAR TO THE SEVERAL TOWNS In "MASSACHUSETTS. 
Chamber of Supplies, Watortbwn, June 18, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The; welfare .o/our Country again" -induces 
us to urge your "exertions in '.sending' to. the magazine in 
this place, what can be procured of the-. following articles,. 
viz : salt pork, beans, peas, vinegar, and blankets ; the prices 
whereof, as well as the carting, shall "be allpweci.according 
to the custom of your place, whicn we desire' you to cer- 
tify. It Is of the utmost importance that the Army should 
be supplied agreeably to the Resolve of the Congress-, more 
especially with these v articles ; the four first of winch arg 
necessary for the subsistence as well as the "health of the 
men, and the others for 'their comfort. The occasion of 
the deficiency in blankets is mostly owing to a nuniberof 
men enlisted from Boston, and othet Towns which have 
been vacated, and they all nnjstjbe procured immediately, 
or our worthy countrymen will surfer, " ~ _~~_'~~~_'_ \_. y .'_ v 
. As the country affords every thing in plenty necessary 
to subsist the Army, and "we : cannot, at present, obtain 
many things but by your assistance,' we assure ^ourselves 
that you will act your' parts; as worthily as you have done, 
and hope that the event of all oor exertions will be the 
salvation of our Country, .; ' Daytd Chee ver V 

Per 6.fderof'Comm. ofSupplies'; 
To the Selectmen and Committee orCorrespondence of 

the Town of . . ; . . , . . ,;, ' -v. : . :^ : IT" 



COLONEL' BARTLETT TO GEtrMt FolsdjfV ' ' 

.-Kingston, June 18, 1775. 
Sir: This moment one Mr; MprelonJias}come^C3.press 
from Cambridge, and has brought" a letter from the Conti- 
nental to our Congress, which 'I sh.all send. to". the. Presi- 
dent. . He came from thence last evening ; has rode all 
night, "and informs that the Regulars came oiit of Boston 
yesterday to Charlestown, and had begun an engagement ;" 
that he is well assured that Charlestown \s burnt, and that' 
our people_ were, flocking down" all, last 'night to the Army. 
I shall send to the President to be at prefer "to-morrow 
morning. Desire that the rest of Uiq.Comrnittee^ notified.. 
Your prudence will direct you about" marching ourjnen. 
In great haste I am, &c. Jpsiah.Bartlett. 

To General Folsom. \ '-'-'. \~ zr '."'- 

Copy sent to Doctor Tliompson, Cap.tain Whipple, Cap- 
tain Moidton, Colonel KcDuJee, and. Committee of Safe- 
ty, Neiyhuryport. ----__-_ 

Orders sent to Major Cilley, Captain Elkins, Captain 
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Rowe] Captain dough, Captain Adams, Captain Titcomb, 
Captain Gilman, Captain Wcntworth, Captain Tilion, and 
Captain Norriss, to march their men without loss of time 
to. Cambridge, to join the Army. 



>_, u™«..™ n.vrajun, Thomas Flournoy, 
Senior, and Thomas Haskins, Committee- 



PRINCE EBWAJtD COUNTY ( VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE," 

; _ -^Lt a meeting oftta Committee for the County of Prince 
Edwan^ at theT!ourt-House, June 19, T775 : 

Present :. Colonel John Tsash, Jun., Chairman for the 
day j John Morton, Robert Laivson, William Booker, 
Francis Wajkins, Obadiah Woodso?i 
James Allen 
men^ . - .;- . _ 

The Committee, taking under their consideration his 
Excellency Lord Dunmore's conduct in the .removal of 
the Powder from the publick magazine in the.City of Wil- 
liamsbvrgh, after the most mature deliberation, came to 
the following Resolutions : 

1. .TFiat t :fqr ourselves and our constituents, we do 
hereby publickly avow our unfeigned attachment and 
affectionate loyalty to the sacred person of our most. gra- 
cious 'Ring, George the Third, and that, we ardently'pray 
for nothing more than a speedy pacification between Great 
Britain., m\^J^_Amerkan Colonies,' upon permanent, 
cbnstitutionjil) and generous principles, as the only proba- 
ble. meajTjL of preserving to us our inherent", legal, and just 
rights, and privileges — rights and privileges which His Ma-: 
jesty's. subjects of Great Britain .have ever laid claim to, 
and have received the ample enjoyment of ; "and deprived 
of which, inestimable blessings, the Americans must, of 

- necessity, cease . to be. a free, happy, and flourishing 
people, _ ' - - 

% TJnd[e_r, these sentiments, and when exerting every 
human ..effort, to efiecf a reconciliation between, us and the 
Parent Staie, upon the grounds aforesaid, we can but lament 
that his, Excellency .Lord Hunnrore, as a representative of 
cjur Sovereign here, whose duty it was to have given a fair 
and impartial state to the^ Ministry of the disposition of the 
people, committed _.tp his care and government, should, on 
the contrary'', cfeliglit j Dy disingenuous, illiberal, and vicious- 
ly subtle representations, to keep up tbe'unhappy ferment 
beUyeeri/nS and thenv; the truth of which charge against 
his Lordship" appears but too clearly in his Letter to the 
"Earl of ' JOartiwuth, cm the 24th of December last, as pub- 
lished ji^ tlie^mjerenj .Gazettes on this Continent; the 
authority of which said Letter his Lordship (as far as we 
know) has never, "as yet^ thought proper To disavow. 

3. That hjs Lordship's conduct in the. removal of the 
■ Powder from.the publickma'gazine in the City of Williams- 
burgh, under the cover of the night, in the manner it ap- 
pears' to Eavet)een done, at that critical juncture of affairs, 
was 3s despotick, cruel, and unwarrantable, as his verbal 
ans^verjo. tRe TVIayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of 
Willi^nispnrgh, was unmanly, evasive, and affrpntive; and 
that, in conjunction with:. .some" other parts of his conduct," 

Jt was_a ple^j declaratipn^of hi? inimical and hostile designs- 
against this.. Country ; and tbereby he has 'forfeited all 
claim tp the further confidence and respect "of the good 
people thereof. 

4. We, therefore', under the above circums.tances, and 
having before us the proceedings of Captain Patrick Hen- 
ry,' do approve of tlie same, and unanimously vote him, 

,. and the.volunleers upder his command, our cordial. thanks, 
; .for their ..firm, prudent, and spirited conduct, in obtaining 

- an equivalent jor the Powder so unjustly removed out of 
tire publick magazine. 

Ordered, That the Clerk do transmit a copy hereof .to 
Messrs. Dixowindjltinter, and entreat them to publish the 
game, in their Gazette. . .... Ben. Lawson, Clerk. 



freBehtck county (virginia) committee. 

'" ''_ Cg^^tSe CJiaint'er, Frederick County, Juno'19, 1775. 

The latecon'duc.fof Patrick Henry,, Esq., relative To his 
making reprisals from the King's Receiver-General, for the 
Powder so clandestinely taken from the Colojiy Magazine, 
being laid before this Committee, they; took the same into 
consideration ; when it was 

Resolved unanimously, That an express be immediately 



despatched to WiUiamsburgh , with. the following Address 
to the Printer: 

"Sir: We should blush to be thus late in our com- 
mendations of, and thanks to Patrick Henry, Esquire, 
for his patriotick arid spirited behaviour in making repri- 
sals for. the powder so unconstitutionally (not to use a 
term more harsh, which perhaps it deserves) takenfrom 
the publick magazine, could we have entertained a thought 
that any part of the Colony would have condemned a 
measlTTe' calculated for, the benefit of the whole ; but as we 
are informed this is the case, we beg leave, through the 
channel of your paper, to assure that gentleman, that we 
did from the first, and still do, most cordially approve and 
commend his conduct in that affair. . The good people of 
this County will never fail to approve and support him to 
the utmost of their powers in every action derived from so 
rich a source as the love of his Country. '~ 

C! W r e heartily t-hank him for stepping forth, to convince 
the tools of despotism that freeborn men are not to T>e inti- 
midated by any form of. danger, to submit to the arbitrary 
acts of their rulers ; and hope he knows us better than to 
suppose arty proclamated distinctions,"respecting the pro- 
perty of the powder, can. ever make us condemn actions 
so worthily achieved, or forsake the. achievers; and more 
fully to express our sentiments, we cannot but wish he had 
proceeded to secure what arms and ammunition might 
remain after the plunder of the magazine. "- 

An Address from the Council, 'to~_the goocT people of this 
Colony, being laid before the Committee, ft was, after 
mature deliberation, -_ 

. _ Resolved, unanimously, That the following be transmit- 
ted to the publick Printer, in answer thereto': 

__',,' The Committee considering the very extraordinary 
powers assumed and exercised by the Council of this Col- 
ony, are induced the moreiattentively to investigate their con- 
duct On this .alarming crisis, and to express their abhorrence 
and .detestation of having _the generous struggles for liberty 
branded with the opprobrious terms of licentious and un- 
governable. The peace arid good order of the community 
in their County (and they have been.inforiaed.it is general 
through the Colony) they will venture to say has been pre- 
served inviolate, and the. people as governable as in times 
of the most profound tranquillity, unless frequent meetings' 
to perfect themselves in military exercises, and a steady re- 
solution to oppose to the last extremity all invaders of their" 
just rights and liberties, be deemed a licentious and. ungo- 
vernable spirit. Then, indeed, they must glory that such a 
spirit has gone forth ; and pledge their faith to their coun- 
trymen that nothing but death shall rob them of their part 
of it. 

" This Corrrrnirtee has seriously considered,. according to 
the recommendation of the. Council, the probable conse- 
quences of the conduct which hath been lately pursued; 
and are of opinion it is the only method to obtain a redress 
of their grievances. Every lenient mMsure, tliey r think, has 
already been tried, without success, (a circumstance with 
which their Honours. would seenvtp be unacquainted,) and 
they have nothing left but tamely to submit, of resolutely 
oppose; of which two they hope the .latter will be the 
choice of, every Anrerican. "\ . ? ... 

-" This Committer would have wished not to doubt the 
integrity of the Council, nor to rhakeanypdiQus distjnc-. 
tion from the important place they hold in tbe state ; but 
when such odious epithets as licentious and. ungovernable 
are made use of to stigmatise men labouring in the glorious 
cause of liberty, they: "must, say) in their opinion," the 
conduct of a man to.wbom.they hold themselves and the 
whole . Colony much obliged for Vis "patriotick. behaviour, 
they conceive it. their duty to spealc their minds without 
disguise to any man, or set pf men, under Heaven." 

"~ A copy from the Minutes: ""._:i."_.l ;..'.. ... 

■■-.".■; .WitLiAM_HETH, Clerk.. 



QUEEN ANNE COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE. ' 

Queen Anne's County,.June 197 1775\. 

Whereas, tbe business of this Cpmrnittee/has been, and 

is likely to be rendered very tedious "and troublesome, by 

inquiries into the circumstances of goods which have been, 

and may be imported into this County from, other Provinces 
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and Counties, as well with respect to the time of their 
importation into America, as to the prime cost thereof. 

Resolved, That we will not, and that no person of this 
County ought to deal with any merchant, or other vender 
of goods hereafter to be brought within this County, until 
the sajd merchant or vender shall have produced to some 
one or more of the Committee of this County a certifi- 
cate from the Chairman of the Committee of the place 
from whence the said goods shall be brought, that they 
have been imported into America agreeable to the rules of 
the Continental Congress, and also an invoice of the prime 
cost of such goods, attested by the Chairman aforesaid, or 
some other disinterested member of that Committee, in 
order that this Committee may be enabled to procure a 
conformity to a resolve of the Provincial Convention re- 
specting the advance on goods. 

By order of the Committee : 

Edward Downes. Jun., Clerk. 



BROOK WATSON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, June 19, 1775, 
Dear Sir: It is my intention speedily to set forward on 
my journey to Quebeck by the way of Lakes George and 
Champlain, and to take with me Joseph Maria, Tonnun- 
cour, and Louis P err as, two young Canadians returning 
to their parents, the former from England, the latter from 
this City, where they have some time resided for the bene- 
fit of education, also Daniel McKinsie my servant; hence 
I pray you to procure for me such letters as may facilitate 
my journey; and I take leave to assure you, upon my hon- 
our, that I will not take, or suffer those who accompany 
me to take, any letters but such as I know to be merely 
upon commercial or family subjects, and which I will most 
.readily submit to the inspection of the Provincial Congress, 
if it shall be deemed necessary. 

The only letters in my possession which have the ap- 
pearance of containing political matters, are some addressed 
to Lord Pitt, and others to General Carleton's lady ; the 
former are from Lord Chatham, and came to me accom- 
panied by the enclosed note from his Lordship._ The latter 
are from Lady Maria Carleton's mother and sisters on 
mere family concerns. 

With great respect and regard, I am, Sir, your faithful 
humble servant, Brook Watson. 

To P. V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the Provin- 
cial Congress, New-York. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Lebanon, June 19, 1775. 

Sir: "Your favour of the 29th May, have received, and 
note the contents. Am also favoured with yours of the 6th 
instant, enclosing the resolution of the Continental Con- 
gress of the 31st May ; with the lists of articles ordered to 
be sent to Crown Point and Ticonderoga, and the persona 
employed in that service. We hope soon to hear you are 
well supplied with the necessary article of powder, and are 
able to furnish others with' it. As to the supplies of our 
Troops, the necessary provisions must be furnished from us 
if not dene., by you. On application for fresh provisions 
have ordered a drove of fat cattle to move forward to fur- 
nish them with fresh beef for the present. You have en- 
closed an extract of our act of Assembly directing the sup- 
plies of our Troops. Am also to acknowledge your favour 
of the 10th instant, wherem you mention the forwarding a 
quantity of powder, which I am advised is arrived at Stam- 
ford. SKalT, TagreeaoTe to your desire, immediately forward 
from hence the like quantity' (six hundred and fifty-five 
weight) to the camp at Cambridge. 

The' pfoceecfings of your Provincial Congress of the 
14th instant, enclosing the intelligence given them by Cap- 
tain Thompson, time sz(e to hand, a copy of which intel- 
ligence have forwarded to the camp at Cambridge; and in 
compliance with your request to Major-General Wooster, 
have ordered seventeen hundred men under his command 
to march immediately within five miles of the City of 
New-YorJc, subjected to the orders of the Continental 
Congress arrd Provincial Congress in New- York. 

Have appointed Captain Elisha Phelps commissary, 
to receive at Albany and forward the supplies of pro- 



visions for the forces on Lake Champlain, agreeable to 
a Resolve of the Continental Congress the first instant. 
This gentleman was one of the first in taking possession of 
those fortresses, and doubt not he will conduct with pru- 
dence" and to good satisfaction ; have directed him to cor- 
respond with Colonel Hinman, to employ persons already 
engaged, especially George Palmer, Esq., and in such 
manner as to give no_ uneasiness to our friends in Albany. 

I am, with great t/uth and regard, Sir, your obedient and 
most humble servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 

To the Honourable P. V. B. Livingston, Esq., President 
of the Provincial Congress at New- York. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 
Lebanon, June 19, 1775, 7 o'clock, A. M. 

Sir: Enclosed are copies of notes taken by the Provin- 
cial Congress at New-York, of the intelligence brought by 
Captain Thomson of the embarkation of four Regiments 
from Ireland for New- York ; in consequence whereof Major 
General Wooster is requested by that Congress to march 
immediately within five miles of the City ; and the latter 
informs me that Capt. Sears informed him that the people 
of New- York intend to quarter our Troops in the City. 

The military stores which were at Turtle-Bay have fal- 
len into the hands of General Wooster, consisting of too 
many articles to be enumerated : among which is about 
five hundred good horse harnesses ; a very considerable 
number of thirteen and ten inch carcasses ; stinkpots, all 
well charged ; a very great plenty of grape shot ; camion 
balls, from twenty-four pounders down to three, &c, &c. 

The Provincial Congress of Neiv-York forwarded ,'fpr 
the use of your camp at Cambridge, six hundred and six- 
ty-five pounds of powder, which came as far as Stamford. 
They desired the same quantity might be forwarded from 
our eastern magazine. The Governour with his Council 
here agreed on Saturday last to send from Norwich, im- 
mediately after receiving your letter of Mr. Gerry, of 17th 
June, seven and eight o'clock P. M. I sent to Nor ivich 
direction to forward the same night and day. The remain- 
der of Colonel Parsons's Regiment were ordered to march 
forthwith to join the rest at camp, with one pound of pow- 
der, three pounds of ball, and six flints each. I have sent 
to hasten them. 

I have this moment received advice from Col. Arnpld, at 
Crown Point, of 13th inst., that the Indians of the Caugh- 
nawaga Tribe are determined not to assist the King's 
Troops, and have passed a law that the first of their tribe 
who takes up arms against us shall be put to death, which, 
he says, is confirmed by five chiefs of that tribe. These, 
with their families, press hard for our Army to march into 
Canada, as they are much disgusted with the regular troops. 
Three Indians sent by him to Canada, it seems, have been 
much abused by the regulars, and are returned, and confirm 
that account. It is also confirmed, he says, by a gentleman 
of probity at Montreal; and that numbers of the Canadians 
have expected our Army there, and are impatient of our 
delay, being determined to join us as soon as sufficient force 
appears to support them ; that Governour Carleton by 
every art can raise no more than twenty Canadians of the 
noblesse; that he threatens to. burn Montreal if the mer- 
chants will not defend the City in case of an attack ; that 
he has only five hundred and fifty effective men, and thinks 
it would be very easy to possess ourselves of the whole 
country. 

Colonel Hinman writes that he is in quiet possession of 
Ticonderoga, and does not find that thjere are any enemies 
about him. 

I am, with great truth and regard, gentlemen, your obe- 
dient humble servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 

To the Honourable Joseph Warren, President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress, Watertown. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO COLONEL BESTEhlCT ' ARNOLP. 

Lebanon, June 19, 1775. 

Sib: Yours of the 13th instant came to hand this day. 

Am much obliged to you for the great care you have taken 

to find out the disposition of the Canadians and Indian 

Tribes relative to the present dispute between Great Bri- 
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tain and the Colonies ; and gives me great pleasure to find 
they appear so friendly. I trust nothing will he wanting 
on your part to continue the same. As to the plan pro- 
posed for marching forces into Canada, you say the same 
is laid before the Continental Congress, and if any thing of 
that plan takes place, it will be with great propriety first 
moved by them. At present the Army at Boston, and the 
prospect of one arriving at New-York, forbids us thinking 
o.f any expedition to Canada, though the great advantage 
you propose by such an acquisition appears very evident 
if it could be effected, consistent with other plans already 
begun. I remain yours to serve, 

' j ■ - Jonathan. Trumbull. 

Colonel Benedict Arnold, at Crown Point. 



PROVIDENCE (RHODE-ISLAND) TOWN-MEETING. 

At a meeting held by adjournment, in Providence, on 
the 19th day of June, 1775: 

The Hon. Nicholas Cooke, Esq,., Moderator. 

Whereas, Mr. Paid Allen has made up the town stock 
of powder into Cartridges, agreeable to a vote of the 
Town on the 1 5th May last ; and whereas the Captains of 
the several Companies have not received the said Car- 
tridges, in order to deliver the same to the inhabitants : It 
is now therefore 

Voted, That Mr. Paul Allen be desired to deliver out 
said Cartridges to such of the inhabitants as he may think 
will make a proper use of them ; and that he take a receipt 
from every person for so many of said Cartridges as he 
shall receive, promising to return the same on demand, (if 
. not used in the Colony's service,) at any time when the 
Town may order a review; or in case any of said Car- 
tridges shall be missing when called for, to pay to the 
Committee who may be appointed to make said review, 
nine pence, lawful money, for every Cartridge which shall 
be so missing, unless they have been used in the publick 
defence ; the said forfeiture of nine pence for every Car- 
tridge missing, if any, to be appropriated to purchase Am- 
munition for the Town ; and that no one person receive 
more than seventeen Cartridges to every fire-arm he may 
have fit for nse. ~- 

Nowportj Rhode-Island, June 19, 1775. 

Last Thursday the 15th instant, one of the Providence 
packets, which had been arbitrarily seized by, and detained 
as a tender to the men-of-war in this harbour, was sent up 
the Bay, it is supposed to take a vessel which it was report- 
ed had gone up the back side of Conanicut; but unluck- 
ily she met with two armed vessels which fired upon her so 
warmly that she was obliged to turn tail ; but not being 
able to get off, the people stuck her ashore on the north 
end of Conanicut, and left her ; she was immediately got 
off, and carried away, most probably to be delivered to her 
proper owner. This happened just before sunset, 



PROCLAMATION BT GOVERNOUR GAGE. 

By the Governour — A Proclamation, 

Whereas, notwithstanding the repeated assurance of the 
Selectmen and others, that all the inhabitants of the Town of 
Boston had, bona fide, delivered their Fire-Arms unto the 
persons appointed to receive them, though I had advices at 
the same time of the contrary ; and whereas I have had 
since full proof that many have been perfidious in this re- 
spect, and have secreted great numbers: 

I have thought fit to issue this Proclamation, to require 
of those wh.0 have yet Fire- Arms in their possession imme- 
diately to surrender them at the Court-House to such per- 
sons as shall be authorized to receive them ; and hereby to 
declare that all persons in whose possession any Fire- Arms 
may hereafter be found, will be deemed enemies to His Ma- 
jesty's Government. 

Given at Boston, the nineteenth clay of June, 1775, in the 
fifteenth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord, George 
the Third, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, 
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &;c. 

Thomas Gage, 

J3y his Excellency's command : 

Thomas Flucker, Secretary. 



GENERAL WARD TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Head. Quarters, June 19, 1775. 

Sir: I must earnestly entreat the Congress to furnish 
the train of artillery with a Company of Artificers imme- 
diately, as the Army suffers greatly for want of them. 
This ought to have been one of the first establishments, 
and I hope the Congress will not delay the matter a day 
longer. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Artemas Ward. 

To the Honourable the President of the Provincial Con- 

, gress, at ffatertoum. 



JOSEPH WARD. TO MASSACHUSETTS CONCRESS. 

Cambridge, June. 19; 1775. 

Sir: The honourable Congress are hereby informed, that 
in the late action many of the soldiers lost their blankets 
and clothes ; they are now in a very suffering condition on 
that account, and must, in order to fit them for duty, be im- 
mediately supplied, especially with blankets ; and many that 
were not in the action are destitute of blankets. . It is re- 
quested that the Troops may be supplied also - with a large 
number of spears or lances for defending the breastworks. 
In the late action spears might have saved the intrench- 
ment. By order of the General : 

Joseph Ward, Secretary. 
To the Hon. President of the Congress, at Waiertown. 



committee or safety to Massachusetts congress. 

In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, June 19, 1775. 

It being very desirous to obtain the most certain accounts 
of the names and places of abode of the persons who have 
been killed or wounded in the battle of Lexington, so called, 
on the nineteenth of April past, and at any time since ; and 
also of all such as may be killed or wounded at any future 
.time during the present unnatural contest between Great 
Britain and the American Colonies, in order to. transmit to 
future generations the names of such who have gloriously 
suffered in the cause of liberty and their Country ; to effect 
whjch, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the honourable 
Congress to order that the Selectmen of the several Towns 
and Districts in. this Colony transmit, from time to lime, to 
this or some future Congress or House of Representatives, 
the names and additions of all such persons who have been, 
or may be killed or wounded as above, within their respec- 
tive Towns and Districts, and that they severally cause the 
same to be fairly entered upon their Town and District 
books. Benjamin White, Chairman. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress, Watertoivn. 



In Provincial Congress, Juno 21, 1775. 

Whereas the British Troops, under the command of Gen- 
eral Gage, did, on the night preceding the nineteenth of 
April, 1775, make a sudden, excursion from the Town of 
Boston into the country, with a design to plunder and de- 
stroy the property of the inhabitants of this .Colony, and 
deprive them of the means of defence ; and did, very early 
in the .morning of said day, first fire upon, kill, and wound 
several persons, who came suddenly together in the Town 
of Lexington, being alarmed with the news of the approach 
of said Troops; in cdnse_quence of which, a bloody en- 
gagement ensued between the Militia of several adjacent 
Towns and said Troops, wherein several brave men fell, 
dying gloriously in the cause of liberty and our Country, 
and others were wounded ; . 

In order that early and very authentick intelligence may 
be obtained and transmitted to posterity of.the. names and 
places of abode of all such persons as did then, have since, 
or hereafter shall die, or receive wounds in their Country's 
cause: 

Resolved, That the Selectmen of each Town and Dis- 
trict of this Colony be ordered to transmit, from time to time, 
to this or some future Congress' or Honse of Representa- 
tives, the names and titles, or addition, of all such persons 
who have been or may be killed, or; wounded, as above, 
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belonging to their respective Towns and Districts ; and that 
they severally cause the same to be fairly entered upon 
their Town and District books, having previously caused 
this Resolve to be recorded. 



fortable support of our men until I hear from you, which I 
pray may be. as soon as possible. 

I am, Sir, with proper regard to the Committee of Safety, 
your and their humble servant, James McGregore. 

To Colonel Thornton; to be communicated. 



COLONEL JOHN STARK TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS.. 

Medford, June 19, 1775. 

Sir: I embrace this opportunity, by Colonel Holland, 
to give you some particular information of an engagement 
or battle, which happened on the seventeenth instant, be- 
tween the British Troops and the Americans. On the six- 
teenth instant, at evening, a detachment of about twenty- 
five hundred men of the Massachusetts forces marched, 
by the General's order, to make an intrenchment on a 
hill in Charlestown, called Charlestown Hill, near Boston, 
where tbey intrenched that night without interruption, but 
were attacked on the. seventeenth, in the morning, by the 
shipping in Charlestoum River and batteries in Boston, 
very warmly. Upon which I was required by the Gene- 
ral to send a party, consisting of two hundred men, with 
officers, to their assistance ; which order I readily obeyed, 
and appointed and sent Colonel Wyman commander of the 
same ; and about two o'clock in the afternoon express 
orders came for the whole of my Regiment to proceed to 
Charlestown, to oppose the enemy, who were landing on 
Charlestown Point. Accordingly we proceeded, and. the 
battle soon came on, in. which a number of officers belong- 
ing to my Regiment were killed, and many privates killed 
and wounded. 

The officers who suffered were, Major Mc Clary, by a 
cannon-ball; Captain Baldwin and Lieut. Scott, by small- 
arms. The whole number, including officers, who were 
killed, and missing, fifteen ; those who were wounded, forty- 
five ; killed, wounded, and missing, sixty. 

By Colonel Read's desire, I transmit the account of the 
sufferers in his Regiment who were in battle. Killed, three ; 
wounded, twenty-nine ; missing, one ; killed, wounded, and 
niissing, thirty-three. 

But we remain in good spirits as yet, being well satisfied 
that where we have lost one, they "have lost three. I would 
take it as a favour if the Committee of Safety would imme- 
diately recommend to the several Towns and Parishes in 
the Province„of New-Hampshire, the necessity of stopping 
and. sending back all the soldiers belonging to the New- 
Hampshire forces (stationed at Medford) they may find 
there from the Army, not having a furlough from the com- 
manding officer. 

I am, Sir, with great .respect, yours and the Country's, 
to serve in the common cause, John Stark. 



JAMES McGREGORE TO COMMITTEE OF SAFETY OE NEW- 
HAMPSHIRE. 

Modford, June 19, 1775. 

Sir: I arrived here this morning at six o'clock, and the 
commanding officers of our New-Hampshire Regiments 
complained that they had a great number of wounded and 
sick men, and no medicine to do them any service. I Im- 
mediately went to the Committee of Supplies at Water town, 
and informed them of our distressed situation ; they informed 
me that they had no medicines to spare ; but upon such a 
representation as"! hadmade to them being sent, the Gov- 
ernment of New-Hampshire gave one of their own chests 
of medicine., and expect they will replace them as soon as 
possible. And if there is any more medicines to spare in 
our Colony than will be judged sufficient for our own use, 
they would beg you would let them have it, as they expect 
it will be scarce. 

As to finding provision foT our men, I spoke with the 
Committee of Supplies, and they told me that they would 
not, for the present, let our people suffer for want of pro- 
vision, but would be glad if we would look out for ourselves 
as soon as possible. I have not as yet spoken to Mr. 
Trumbull, and I believe it is hardly worth while, relative to 
provision, as I think his terms are too high. I shall tarry 
here while lean hear from you, and hope you will send 
some one of t he Committe e of Supplies with cash as. soon 
as it possibly can be ready, as I am sensible it will be saving 
to any person that goes to Connecticut to have cash with 
them. I shall do every thing in my power for the com- 



Charlestown, South-Carolina, June 20, 1775. 

On Saturday evening last, June J 7, his Excellency the 
Right Honourable Lord William Campbell, Oovernour.-in- 
Chief, &.c, of this Province, with his lady and family, ar- 
rived here in the Scorpion, man-of-war, from England. His 
Lordship was saluted on his arrival by the Tamar, man r of- 
war, by Fort Johnson, and the several Forts in the Town, 
and about one o'clock the next day his Lordship landed at 
Champney's wharf, where he was received by several gen- 
tlemen, as also by the Grenadier Company underarms ; the 
Regiment of Militia were likewise under arms. From the 
wharf his Lordship walked in procession, preceded by the 
Grenadier Company, to the State-House, where his cpni- 
mission was read and published in the Council-Chamber in 
presence of some of the members of His Majesty's Council, 
&c. ; from whence he returned fn the same order to .the 
Exchange, where it was again read ; after which his Lord- 
ship and the whole company repaired to the State-House, 
where a genteel entertainment was provided on the occasion. 

The General Assembly of this Province, which w 7 as to 
meet here yesterday agreeable to the last adjournment, is 
prorogued by his Excellency the Governour to Monday the 
tenth of July next, as per Proclamation. 



COMMITTEES OF WILMINGTON DISTRICT, NORTH-cTrOLINA. 

At a general meeting of the several Committees of the 
District of Wilmington, held at the Court-House in* Wil- 
mington, Tuesday, the 20th June, 1775: 

Resolved, That the following Association stand as the 
Association of this Committee, and that it be recommended 
to the inhabitants of this District to sign the same as speed- 
ily as possible. - - ■ 

THE ASSOCIATION. -,,.',' 

The actual commencement of hostilities against the Con- 
tinent by the British Troops, in. the bloody scene on the 
nineteenth of April last, near Boston; the increase of arbi- 
trary impositions, from a wicked and ^espbficliTtlnistry ; 
and the dread of instigated insurrections in the Colonies, 
are causes sufficient to drive an oppressed People to the 
use of arms : We, therefore, the subscribers of Cumberland 
County, holding ourselves bound by that most sacred of all 
obligations, the duty of good citizens towards an injured 
Country, and thoroughly convinced that under our dis- 
tressed circumstances we shall be justified before" you in 
resisting force by force; do unite ourselves under every tie 
of religion and honour, andiassociate as a band in her de- 
fence against every foe; hereby solemnly engaging, that 
whenever our Continental or Provincial Councils shall de- 
cree it necessary, we will go forth and be ready to sacrifice 
our lives and fortunes to secure herjfreedom and safety. 
This obligation to continue in full force until a reconcilia- 
tion shall take place between Great Britain and America, 
upon constitutional principles, an event we most ardently 
desire. And we will hold all those persons inimical to the 
liberty of the Colonies who shall refuse to subscribe to this 
Association ; and we will in all things follow the advice of 
our General Committee, respecting the purposes aforesaid, 
the preservation of peace and good .order, and the safety of 
individual and private property. •""" 

Robert Rowan, Peter Messer, ' '"" SarnTTloTTfrlgsworth, 

Maurice Nowlan, Thomas Cabein, ' JobTn Glendenin, 

Theophilns Evans, Danio) Douse, William Carver, 

Joseph Do Lesline, James Dick, Jlames'E^dmunds, 

John Overlcr, John Stephenson, Joln^Carraway, 

Micajah Terrell, William Bathgate, WilHaTnTTerin, 

John Wilson, Charles Stevens, David Evans, 

Thomas Rae, John Parker, James Gee, 

James Emmitt, Walter Murray, — Benjamin Elwell, 

Aaron Varden, William Gillespie, William White, 

Oners West, Philip Herin, Joseph Greer, - 

George Fletcher, Robert Varner, ' Thomas White, 

James Pearl, John Elwell, John Jones, 

Lewis Barge, David Dunn, Robert Council, 

Martin Leonard, Simon Bandy, James Giffy, 

Thomas Moody, Robert Greer, Robert Carver, 

Arthur Council, Joshua Hadley, "Samuel" Carver, 

David Shephard, " William Blocker, George Barnes! ' 
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ACCOMACK COUNTY ( VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee held in Accomack Coun- 
ty, on Tuesday, the 20th of June, 1775 : 

James Henry, Esq., Chairman. 

Whereas the trade carried on in small vessels in any of 
the rivers or creeks in this County, or goods imported by 
any of the merchants or traders here from any port or 
place in America, may be productive of very evil conse- 
quences, if not under proper regulations: For remedy 
whereof, 

Resolved unanimously, That every master or owner of 
a vessel having any goods on board for sale, or any mer- 
chant or trader residing here having imported any goods, 
wares, or merchandise, from any part of America, shall not 
sell any goods or merchandise, or part with the same in 
exchange for any commodity whatever, unless they pro- 
duce a certificate from the Committee of the County from 
whence they were brought to this Committee, that the 
same were imported into America agreeable to the terms 
of the Association of the General Congress. 

Ordered, That this Resolution be published in the 
Virginia Gazette. John Powell, Clerk. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE OFFICERS OF THE INDE- 
PENDENT COMPANIES OF FAIRFAX, ETC. 

Philadelphia, June 20, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I am, now about to bid adieu to the com- 
panies under your respective commands, at least for a 
while. I have launched into a wide and extensive field, 
too boundless for my abilities, and far, very far, beyond 
my experience. I am called by the unanimous voice of 
the Colonies to the command of the Continental Army — 
an honour I did not aspire to ; an honour I was solicitous 
to avoid, upon a full conviction of my inadequacy to the 
importance of the service. The partiality of the Congress," 
however, assisted by a political motive, rendered my rea- 
sons unavailing, and I shall to-morrow set out for the camp 
near Boston. 

I have only to beg of you, therefore, before I go, (espe- 
cially as you did me the honour to put your company under 
rny direction, and know not how soon you may be called 
upon in Virginia for an exertion of your military skill,) 
by no means to relax in the discipline of your respective 
Companies. I have the honour to be, &.c. 

Gq. Washington. 
To the Officers of the Independent Companies of Fairfax, 

Prince William, Fauquier, and Spottsylvania, Va, 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOHN AUGUSTINE WASHINGTON, 

Philadelphia, June 90, 1775. 

Dear Brother: I am now to bid adieu to you, and to 
every kind of domestick ease for a while. I am embarked 
on a wide ocean, boundless in its prospect, and in which 
perhaps no safe harbour is to be found. I have been call- 
ed upon by the unanimous voice of the Colonies to take 
the command.of the Continental Army; an honour I neither 
sought after nor desired, as I am thoroughly convinced that 
it requires greater abilities and much more experience than 
I am master of, to conduct a business so extensive in its 
nature, and arduous in the execution. But the partiality 
of the Congress., joined to a political motive, really left me 
without a choice ; and I am now commissioned a Genera] 
and Commander-in-Chief of all the forces now raised, or to 
be raised, for the defence of the United Colonies. That I 
may discharge the trust to the satisfaction of my employers, 
js my first wish ; that I shall aim to do it, there" remains 
little doubt ; how far I may succeed is another point : 
but this I am sure of, that in the worst event I shall have 
the consolation of knowing, if I act to the best of my judg- 
ment, that fhe blame ought to lodge upon the appointers, 
not the appointed, as it was by no means a thing of my 
own seeking, or proceeding from any hint of my friends, 

I am at liberty to inform you that the Congress, in Com- 
mittee, hare consented to a Continental currency, and have 
ordered two millions of dollars to be struck for payment 
of the Troops and other purposes, and have voted fifteen 
thousand men as a Continental Army; whidi number will 
be augmented, as fhe strength of the British Troops will 



be greater than was expected at the time of passing that 
vote. General^ Ward, General Lee, General Schuyler, 
and General Putnam are appointed Major Generals under 
me. The Brigadier Generals are not yet appointed. Major 
Gates is made Adjutant-General. I expect to set out to- 
morrow for Boston, and hope to be joined there in a little 
time by ten companies of Riflemen from this Province, 
Maryland and Virginia. For other articles of intelligence 
I shall refer you to the papers, as the printers are diligent 
in collecting every thing that is stirring. 

I shall hope that my friends will visit and endeavour to 
keep up the spirits of my wife as much as they can, a? my 
departure will, I know, be a cutting stroke upon her; and 
on this account alone I have many disagreeable sensations. 
I hope that you and my sister, although the distance is 
great, "will find so much time this summer as to spend a 
tittle of it at Mount Vernon. 



MEETING OF COMMITTEE AT BROAD CREEK, DELAWARE. 

The new County proposed in the Delaware Government 
not having yet obtained Representatives in Assembly, have 
elected a very large Committee of respectable persons to 
transact all their affairs, to preserve the peace and a con- 
stitutional regard to the Sovereign, and to defend and secure 
the natural, civil, chartered, and sacred rights of the peo- 
ple. This Committee, at a meeting at Broad Creek, June 
20, 1775, fifty members being present, came to the follow- 
ing determinations, among many others: 

Colonel John Dagworthy, Chairman. 

That this Assembly, taking into serious consideration 
the present distressed situation and unparalleled hardships 
that our brethren at Boston are now .suffering in conse- 
quence of their determined resolution to support the great 
cause of liberty, conceive ourselves, and all Americmi free- 
men, to be bound by all the principles of humanity and 
justice to prevent them, if possible, frorrr sinking under the 
hand of ministerial oppression. 

That though we had not a legal representation, in the 
Assembly of the three lower Counties on Delaware when 
they were elected to represent us, yet confiding in the 
known wisdom, prudence, and abilities of Ccesar Rodney, 
Thomas McKean, and George Read, Esquires, whom our 
brethren of Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex, have appointed 
to represent them fn the honourable Continental Congress, 
now sitting at Philadelphia, we hereby do bind ourselves 
and our constituents, by every thing that is sacred, col- 
lectively and separately, to preserve and strictly enforce 
and carry into execution whatever measures have or may 
be recommended by them for the relief of our said brethren, 
and for the preservation of the liberties of America, with 
as much cheerfulness and zeal as though they had been 
appointed by us. 

And we resolve that any artful or designing person or 
persons whatsoever, that shall attempt to defeat the purpose 
of this Association, shall he faithfully painted in their pro- 
per colours, and be hung up .in the publick prints, or be 
otherwise stigmatized, and bear that load of odium that 
such miscreants justly merit. 

And further to support the union of the Colonies, on 
which," under God, our safety depends, we unanimously 
Resolve, That John Dagworthy, John Jones, John Ten^ 
nant, John Collins, Simon KoHock, William Holland, 
Sam%el Slosse, Joshua Polk, Clement Bayley, William 
Polk, John Mitchell, Peter Hubbard, and'jEZyflA Cannon 
be, and they are hereby appointed a Committee, to meet 
and correspond with the other Committees of this and the 
other Governments, and that any seven of them may act. 

And whereas disadvantageous conclusions may probably 
be drawn from the conduct of the people here, with re^ 
spect to their entering into this Association at, this late 
period, this Committee does with, pleasure embrace this 
opportunity to satisfy our fellow-subjects in general, that 
our backwardness in this affair has been totally and wholly 
owing to the fluctuating or unsettled state of the lines of 
boundaries between the two Governments of Pennsylva-> 
nia and Maryland, and not from the influence of any 
Tories among us, or any disregard to the common cause. 
But as these lines are now happily established, we hope to 
evince to fhe world that we have as proper a sense, and as 
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becoming a zeal for the liberties of America, as oar fellow- 
subjects in the other parts of this Government. 
-A true extract from the Minutes : 

',■'.-•. Simon Kollock, Clerk. 

Head of Indian River, June 23, 1775. 

N. B. In this new County military preparations for 
self-defence against the bloody attacks of the infatuated 
British Ministry are carried on with great spirit. It is ex- 
pected we shall soon have fifteen hundred or more of a 
well trained, militia ; and the Committee are endeavouring 
to obtain the necessary supplies of warlike stores. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED IN LONDON FROM PHILA- 
DELPHIA, DATED JUNE 20, 1775. 

We hear that the Congress intend to make two propo- 
sals, to the following effect : 

First. That they will submit to an absolute restriction 
of their trade for the benefit of .Great Britain, upon con- 
dition that nothing further shall be, required of them, it 
being in their opinion a more advantageous offer than any 
other they, can make to the Mother Country; or, 

Second. That it shall be agreed between Great Britain 
and the Colonies, that the latter shall raise her full, equal, 
and just proportion of revenue for the support of the whole 
Empire, in a similar manner as the assessment is upon 
Scotland. That If England raises twenty thousand Pounds 
for every forty thousand Pounds levied on Scotland, so 
America will bear her share. On this system the Colo- 
nies cannot be taxed one farthing, without Great Britain 
paying also a like proportion. In consideration of this, all 
restraints on the American trade to be taken off. 

One ofthese proposals must be accepted, or arms will 
be the alternative. Colonel Washington, on his appoint- 
ment to be iJommander-in-Chief, refused any stipulated 
salary, saying, he would not receive one farthing more than 
his expenses. One thousand Riflemen are raised by order 
of the Congress ; Pennsylvania sends four hundred, Mary- 
land two hundred, and Virginia four hundred. Colonel 
Ward, of New-England, is second in command, and Gates 
(formerly a Major in His Majesty's service) is Adjutant- 
General, 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON, 
DATED PHILADELPHIA, JUNE 20, 1775. 

However anxious the Americans are to preserve their 
allegiance sacred and inviolate, they are also as solicitous 
and determined to submit to no infringement on their con- 
stitutional rights ; and for this reason solely, they have 
taken arms to oppose the despotick system of an infamous 
Administration, and the Grand Congress in this City are 
accordingly making every necessary preparation to act with 
vigour. As the scene of action is at present far removed 
from hence, it is thought they will shortly adjourn to, or 
depute a Council to sit at Hartford, in Connecticut. 

They have passed a vote to strike off two millions of 
dollars, (seven shillings and six penee, our currency,) to 
answer "presenT exigencies. Colonel George Washington, 
a Delegate from Virginia, Is, at the particular request of 
the people In Neiv- England, and with the unanimous con- 
sept of. the Congress, appointed Commander-in-Chief of 
the Continental Forces, with a handsome salary per an- 
num. The commission he received with pleasure, but 
positively refused any pay, requiring only a reimbursement 
of his actual expenses. Colonel Ward (who, I find, is 
universally esteemed, and well known to be a good officer) 
is second in command, and Mr. Gates (formerly a Major 
in the King's service) is Adjutant-General., ColonelXee 
would not have refused a command, but the Congress did 
not cl)oose_to_trustliim, on account of his professing a per- 
sonal .dislike, to jhe King; but I think it is probable, if 
there should be no hopes of accommodation, that his mili- 
tary knowledge will induce them to give him a com- 
mission. 

The Captains are allowed twenty dollars per month ; 
Lieutenants and Ensigns, thirteen ; Non-Commissioned 
Officers, eight ; Privates, six. 

Although the petition presented to His Majesty last fall 
was .treated with contempt, nevertheless the Congress have 



determined to try one more, which they are now preparing, 
and I suppose will be forwarded as soon as its importance 
will permit. It is confessedly said, and I have reason to 
think the report is well founded, that they intend to make 
two proposals to the following effect : 

First. They will submit to a parliamentary restriction 
of their trade, but to no commercial duties, for the purpose 
of raising a revenue. In consideration of which, to be 
totally exempt from all taxation by the British Legisla- 
ture. . _ . 

It is thought by them that the absolute control of their 
trade would prove more beneficial to Britain than any 
"other mode of contribution ; but if nothing else than a reve- 
nue will please, they will, 

Secondly, Consent and agree, that whenever a grant is 
made by the people in England and Scotland, they will 
also give a full, equal, and just proportion towards the sup- 
port of the whole Empire, upon condition of a free and 
uninterrupted trade, as enjoyed by the subjects In Britain. 

One of these proposals must be considered of as a 
groundwork for an accommodation, or arms will be the 
alternative. It is generally thought that the Congress will 
concur with the act of Parliament, and stop all exports 
from and after the 20th of July. I am much easier than 
when I last wrote to you about the article of ammunition, 
being now satisfied by the plan adopted that we shall have 
full sufficient to act offensively. 

The Congress have ordered one thousand more marks- 
men, or, as we call them, Riflemen, to be raised, viz,: 
four hundred in Pennsylvania, four hundred in Virginia, 
and two hundred in Maryland. These men are to be di- 
vided in small parties," and scattered through the Army, 
for the purp.ose of removing the officers, the good conse- 
quences of which are too obvious to need pointing out. A 
party of these men, at a late review, on a quick advarrce, 
placed their balls in poles of seven inches diameter, fixed 
up for the purpose, at the distance of two hundred and 
fifty yards. 

It is amazing to see the spirit of the Germans among 
us. Thousands of them have served_as soldiers in their 
own Country. They speak with Infinite pleasure of sa- 
crificing their lives and property for the preservation of 
liberty, which they know full well how to value, from its 
deprivation by despotick Princes. 

The Quakers, naturally fond of their interest, could not 
bear the thought of having their property taken from them 
without their consent, and have therefore taken arms, not- 
withstanding the Publick Testimony, which was really the 
work of about thirty of their elders. There are whole 
companies of that Society daily under arms; In particular 
the Light-Infantry Company of the first Battalion in this 
City is composed of them, in an uniform of Tight blue and 
buff. 



JOHN HANCOCK, PRESIDENT, TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE 
CONGRESS. 

\ * Philadelphia, June 20, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I am directed by the Congress to forward 
you the enclosed Resolve, which passed yesterday, and to 
request an immediate compliance therewith, so far as it 
relates to the Trodps in your Colony. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

John Hancock. 

To the Provincial Congress or Committee of New- Hamp- 
shire. . '. .*.'-'" 

In Congress, June. 19, 1775. 

Resolved, That the Governour of Connecticut be re- 
quested to direct all the Forces raised in that Colony, not 
employed at Ticonderoga and Croivn Point, or recom- 
mended by this Congress to be marched into the Province 
of Ntiv-York, to be immediately sent to join the combined 
Army before Boston; and it isearnestly recommended to 
the Colony of Rhode-Island, and the Proyjnxial Conven- 
tion of New-Hampshire, to send ..immediately to the Army 
before Boston, such of the Forces as are already embodied, 
towards the quotas of the Troops agreed to be raised by 
the New-England Colonies. 

A true copy from the Minutes: 

Charles Thomson, Secretary. 
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NEW-H AMPSHJRE DELEGATES TO PROVINCIAL "CONGRESS 

' -■:'-. -v --"AT EXETER. i 

. Philadelphia, June 20, 1775. 

. Your favour of the ,24th of May is now before us; in 
answer to. which can only say, we easily conceive the 
" painful sensation" that every honest man must feel when 
he sees the unnatural conflict between Great Britain and 
these Colonies rising to such a height. But when we con- 
sider it not of our own. seeking, but drove by the sons of 
tyranny and oppression to the sad alternative of being made 
" slaves or appealing to the sword in defence of our just 
liberties, cannot but think we shall stand justified, before 
God and man, in vigorously seizing the latter. " 

We are much, pleased, with the proceedings of Ncih- 
'Iiampshire, shewing their attachment to the common 
cause, by raising so large a number of men for the de- 
fence of America. We are very sensible of the inability 
of our Province to support them, and the necessity of a 
paper Currency. '' 

.• We are at liberty to inform you that the Committee of 
the whole Congress have agreed to report a Continental 
currency, which, no doubt, will be emitted immediately, 
and forwarded for the payment of the Troops. 
• The Congress have appointed General Washington to 
the command of the American Forces, who will set out 
for the camp to-morrow or next day; have also agreed 
upon a Continental Army. The other proceedings of 
Congress are not yet to be made publick, unless what ap- 
pears in 'the prints* 

It is impossible to conceive of a greater unanimity in the 
Colonies than that which at present subsists, one and all 
being determined to defend our rights to the last. May 
the great Author of all things bless and assist us, is the 
.most ardent prayer of,.' your most obedient humble ser- 
vants, John Sullivan, 
Matthew TJipTnton, Esq. JoHN Lanqdow. 
P. S. Enclosed Is an order for a general fast. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, 

tfead before Congress, June 26, 1775.] 
• ' , " . Lebanon June 20, 1775. 

Sir: This acknowledges the receipt of your letter of 
the 10th instant, and enclosed resolves. Am happy in 
being able to inform, you, that by advice of my Council, 
appointed to act in the recess of the Assembly, convened 
on the Jth instant, "I had ordered fifty barrels of powder 
from this Colony, containing one hundred and ten pounds 
each, to be sent with all despatch and secrecy to the Ame- 
rican Army before Boston, which reached them about Fri- 
day last ; and since the receipt of yours have ordered ten 
barrels more, of the same quantity each, which moved the 
19th, and to proceed night and day; and wish it was in 
our power, to supply much more for the necessity of the 
Army, and in compliance with the request of your wise, 
firm an.d patriotick assembly, on whom, under God, the sal- 
vation of '.America greatly depends. It is an unhappy 
truth, that no supplies of that article are to be obtained in 
this Colony. We have taken all care in our power to pro- 
cure much larger'quantities than we have yet received, but 
daily tiope to expect the arrival of some, yet fear it may 
be intercepted by the vigilant malice of our enemies. 
The New-York Congress informs us they have sent six 
'hundred and fifty-five pounds for the same purpose, which 
I find has been detained at Stamford, for General Wooster's 
Regiment, but the same quantity is Jo be immediately fur- 
nished from the eastern part of the Colony, in addition to 
what is already sent. " Only eight hundred and forty pounds 
have been imported into this Colony since our Delegates 

left it. ' . - ;... . ..;.,._, ,-- "... 

I am not at present able to procure any accurate esti- 
mate of powder, arms and ammunition. By the standing 
law, every Town ought to have fifty pounds to every sixty 
militia men, four pounds of bullets, and twelve flints ; and 
by an act of last October, a double quantity of powder is 
ordered; but, I suppose, take one with another, we are 
more than half deficient of a single supply. If they were 
full, it would be about forty-four thousand seven hundred 
pound. As to lead and flints, perhaps we have a tolerable 
supply. 



Have not yet been able to carry into execution your 
resolve of collecting saltpetre and brimstone, and forward- 
ing to the Provincial Congress of New-York, but shall 
pay the greatest attention to it as fast as possible, but 
expect no great quantity can be obtained. 
_ The Genera] Assembly of this Colony, at their last-ses- 
sion, offered very large premiums on saltpetre manufac- 
tured in and of materials found within the same, for one 
year; and on sulphur manufactured in this Colony from 
materials found in any of them, viz : twenty pounds per 
hundred weight of the first, and five for the second. Pro- 
posals have been made to me by Mr. Be Witt of Norwich, 
with two of his friends near New- York, for speedily making 
very large quantities of the saltpetre, if they could be as- 
sisted with the loan of a sum sufficient to erect necessary 
buildings, &c, for which they will give ample security. 
This Colony having given such bounty, and the Assembly 
not sitting, nothing can be done here in that way. Your 
wisdom will direct what might be proper for you to do, if 
application should be made ; and your patriotism will cer- 
tainly incljne you to every tiling your wisdom shall dictate 
for the common good. If it is possible for Philadelphia or 
any Southern Colony to spare any manufactured, or other 
powder, to the Cambridge Army, it is and would be a most 
necessary and acceptable thing. I fear for their supply, 
where there is most important occasion. 

You are doubtless possessed of every intelligence that is 
attainable, and can better judge whether,iiotwithstanding 
every shew and appearance to the contrary, the whole force 
of the enemy will not be collected,_and their utmost exer- 
tions made to cut off the head of the snake; if so, although 
our men are ever so resolute or numerous, they can do 
nothing without powder; and there must be a vast con- 
sumption of it. A very great proportion must have been 
expended in the several engagements which have already 
happened, and we have just received the important (but 
very imperfect) news of a vigorous attack on our Army, 
on Friday night pr Saturday morning last, in consequence 
of their attempting to take possession of the important 
posts at Bunker's Hill in Charlestown. Our forces have 
been obliged to retreat, but on the whole suppose they 
have suffered far less than their enemies. 

I am, with great truth and regard, Sir, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, Jonathan Trumbull. " 
Honourable President of the Continental Congress. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN PROVI- 
DENCE, RHODE-ISLAND, TO HIS FRIEND IN NEW-YORK, 
DATED JUNE 20, 1775. 

You doubtless have been alarmed with divers accounts 
of the contest which happened on the 17th instant, between 
the King's Troops and our Army ; shall give you a narra- 
tive in a few words, as the post now waits. 

On the evening of the 16th, Colonel Putnam took pos- 
session of Bunker's Hill, with about two thousand men, 
and began an intrenchment, which they had made some 
progress in. At eight in the morning a' party of Regu- 
lars landed at Charlestown, and fired the Town indivers 
places. Under cover of the' smoke, a body of about five 
thousand men marched up to our intrerichments, and made 
a furious and sudden attack. They were driven back three 
times ; and when they were making the thjrd attack, one of 
our people imprudently spoke aloud that their powder was 
all gone; which being heard by some of the regular offi- . 
cers, they encouraged their men to march up to the trench- 
es with fixed bayonets, and entered them; on which our 
people were ordered to retreat, which they djd with all 
speed, till they got out of musket shot; they then formed, 
but were not pursued; in the mean time six men-of-war 
and four floating batteries were brought up, and kept up a 
continual fire on the causeway that leads on to Charles- 
town; our people retreated through the fire, but not with- 
out the loss of many of the men. 

Our loss is sixty men killed and missing, an.d about one 
hundred and forty wounded. The brave Doctor Warren 
is among the former, and Colonel Gardner among the lat- 
ter. We left six field-pieces on the hill ;.' our people are 
now intrenched on Pleasant Hill, within cannon shot of 
Bunker's Hill. The loss of the King's Troops must be 
very considerable ; the exact number we cannot tell. If 
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our people had been supplied with ammunition they would 
have .held possession most certainly. They have began 
firing on Roxbury with carcasses, to set it on fire, but have 
not yet succeeded. Our people are in high spirits, and 
are very earnest to put this matter on another trial. 



COMMITTEE OF WAR FOR CONNECTICUT. 

At a meeting of the Governour and Council, or Com- 
mittee of War, called by his Honour, and held at Leba- 
non, Wednesday, 7th June, 1775: 

" Present, his Honour the Governour; the Honourable 
Deputy Governour Griswold ; Honourable Jabez Hun- 
tington, William Williams, Nathaniel Wale's, Jedediah 
Elderkin, Joshua West, Benjamin Huntington, Esquires. 

William Williams was desired and appointed Clerk of 
this Council. . . . 

His Honour laid before this Committee sundry Letters 
newly received from the Honourable Committee of War, 
the Committee of Safety, the Committee of Supplies for 
the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay, from Brigadier Gene- 
rals Spencer and Putnam of the Connecticut Troops, at the 
camp near Boston ; all earnestly requesting a quantity of 
Powder to be sent forthwith to .supply thejr present neces- 
sity, and engaging to pay for or refund it, &ic, &tc. 

This Committee taking the said requests into consider- 
ation, and the circumstances ofj.be case being considered, 
.do agree, direct, and order, that fifty whole barrels, contain- 
ing about one hundred weight each of Gunpowder, belong- 
ing to this Colony,, be forthwith sent and forwarded to the 
said camp, to the care and conduct of said Brigadier Gen- 
erals Spencer and Putnam, viz : twenty barrels of that 
under the care of Colonel Jabez Huntington at Norwich; 
twenty barrels of that under the care of Captain Jabez 
Huntington of Windham; and ten barrels of that under 
the care of Colonel William Williams of Lebanon; to be 
sent ten barrels in a load, packed into common barrels, and 
" the vacant room to be filled with rye or other grain, and 
gave orders to said gentlemen accordingly to forward the 
same, signed by the Governour. 

It Was; then ..moved by his Honour the Governour, that 
Colonel Parsons 's Regiment, part of the troops lately raised 
for defence, &c, now stationed at New-London, or part of 
them, should be sent and ordered to proceed to the camp 
near Boston, he. 

- Tire motion was considered and largely discussed, and it 
was, on the question, 

Voted and Ordered, That said Colonel Parsons, with 
the Company under his immediate command, and the Com- 
pany Cinder the command of Captain Chapman, in said 
Regiment, be ordered to proceed to the camp aforesaid, 
and join the Troops heretofore sent and stationed there by 
the honourable Assembly. 

Then, on motion of his Honour, Voted and Ordered, 
That the General. Officers of this Colony Troops order 
such quantity of Fish and Hogs-lard, for the use of said 
Troops at said camp, as they shall judge reasonable and 
necessary. ... . 

And then the meeting was dismissed, near sun-setting. 
William WilCiams, Clerk. 

. N._B._ Captain Richard Dishon, of New-London, one 
of the_Committee_appointed by the Assembly to provide 
carriages for and mount. the Cannon at New-London, kc, 
being in Town, came, and moved for the opinion and advice 
-of this Committee"." whether he should procure iron carriage- 
wheels for said Cannon"? And also, whether he should 
mount and fix two jsmall pieces, in the form necessary 
and proper to be used as field-pieces, he. ? And on con- 
sideration, it was signified to him, as the opinion of said 
Committee on both said motions, that he should do so. 

Saturday, June 1?, 1775. 

At a meeting of the. Committee at Lebanon, called by 
his Honour the Governour : 

Present, his Honour the Governour ; the Honourable 
Deputy Governour Griswold ; Jabez Huntington, Sam- 
uel Huntington, William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, Je- 
dediah Elderkin, Joshua West, Benjamin Huntington, 
Esquires. 

The Governour laid before.this Committee sundry Let- 



ters received since the last meeting, from the President of 
the Continental Congress ; from our Delegates at said Con- 
gress ; from Generals Spencer, Putnam, he, &tc; request- 
ing a further supply of Powder at the camp near Boston, 
that Colonel Parsons' s Regiment be sent there, Stc. 

On motion by me for advice about the price of Gun- 
Locks proposed to be. made, by Uri Hanks, of Mansfield, 
and shewing one of them, he, for which he demands 
twelve shillings each, &c. And advised and Voted, That 
if. they cannot be had for less, that I engage them at that 
price, i.e. fifty proposed to be made by the time, &c. 

On motion, Voted and Ordered, The remaining six 
companies of Colonel Parsons's Regiment, now at New- 
London, under the command of Lieutenant-ColoneJ Tyler, 
march forthwith. and join the camp near Boston, supplied 
with ammunition, fee, as others have been, and directed 
Mr. Shaw (who was present) to supply them accordingly 
out of the Colony Stores in his hands. 

On motion, Voted and desired, Mr. Shaw (present) to 
use his best endeavours to procure the quantity of Powder 
heretofore ordered, and where it may be had, at the risk 
of the Colony, and to lay "in his account. 

A motion for sending more Powder to the Army near. 
Boston, had been made and was negatived ; was resumed, 
and, on reconsideration, 

Voted and Ordered, That ten whole barrels more he 
sent to the care of Generals Spencer and Putnam : and Col. 
Jabez Huntington directed to send it from Norwich. 

Many things discussed, &c, and it being near night, 
adjourned to Monday next, nine o'clock, A. M. 

Monday, June 19, 1775, A. M* 

Met according to adjournment. 

On motion, Agreed and Voted, That Mr. Bissell, Com- 
missary, send down to our Army all the Cloth he has for 
Tents, being sufficient for forty ; and that.Captain Trumbull, 
General Commissary, procure the rest on the place, and get 
them all made by some of the poor tent-makers escaped 
from Boston, i. e. enough to supply General Putnam's Re- 
giment. "... . " 

It was moved and represented that. the. colour of blue, 
being ordered for the Standard of our Second Regiment, 
cannot be obtained, Sic. -; 

Voted, That the colour of green be substituted in its 
stead. _ " _ . 

A Letter in answer to Colonel Wolcott and.. Mr. Strong, 
of Litchfield, relating to supplying Colonel Ilinman's Re- 
giment at Ticonderoga, prepared and. approved. 

A Letter in answer to Letter of Colonel Hinman, pro- 
posed and approved. 

And the same to Colonel Arnold at Crown .Point. 

It was moved and represented that, it wo.uld.be. a saving 
of expense, and more healthy and agreeable to our Soldiers 
near Boston, to be supplied with more fresh, and less salt 
Provisions, Sic, and on consideration, it was agreed and 
ordered that they be furnished with, fresh Beef three, days 
per week, instead of two. 

' The manner of furnishing them with Beef is referred to 
the discretion of the proper officers.' : . 

AnJ also of Soap, Sic. 

Moved, That some order be taken concerning a Com- 
pany of Soldiers of this Colony now at. the camp near 
Boston, under the command of Captain John Perritt, 
which is a supernumerary company, not raised by, or 
under the establishment of the Colony. 

Whereupon this Council, taking into consideration the 
circumstances of said Captain and Company : 

Do Resolve and Order, That said Captain and Com- 
pany continue, and be improved in the common service 
there, under such regulations as shall, be rnade by the pro- 
per officers of the Army; and that, they be supplied in 
the' same manner as the other Connecticut _ Troops, until 
the General Assembly of this Colony shall have opportu- 
nity to consider and give further, or. other. ordeLS. concern- 
ing them. And that in the meari.tjmje. it_bfi_reconimended 
that they be entitled to receive the sarne pay -and allow- 
ance, as the other Soldiers of this Colony. 

This order to take place unless the General and other 

*The news of the Charlestown engagement arrived here.last"night, 
about ten o'clock. 
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proper officers of our Troops shall judge their continu- 
ance in said service unnecessary. 

On motion, of the difficulties the Army are and. must be 
under for want of a General and Commander-in-Chief of 
the whole body raised by different Colonies, Stc, and a 
due subordination, on consideration, &£c, 

Voted, That his Honour the Governour be advised to 
give orders to our Officers and Soldiers to be subordinate 
and yield obedience to the General and Commanding Offi- 
cer of the Troops of the Massachusetts-Bay, while they 
act in that Province, and until the Governour, with advice, 
shall see fit to order otherwise. 

A Resolve of the Congress of New-York, requesting 
General Wooster' s. Regiment, and Colonel Waterbury's, to 
march within five miles of the City of Neic-York, (they 
expecting Troops from Great Britain, &ic.:) 

Voted and Ordered, On consideration thereof, and of 
General Wooster's request for direction, both laid before 
this Board, viz : that said General, with seven of his Com- 
panies, and all Colonel Waterbury's Regiment, march to 
within five miles of the City of New-York, and into the 
City, if properly requested ; and their conduct be under 
the direction of the Continental Congress, and of the Con- 
gress of the said Province of New-York, unless and until 
he shall. receive other and different orders. 

Voted and Ordered, That two Companies of the said 
General Wooster's Regiment march to New-London, and 
be stationed there, instead of Colonel Parsons' 's Regiment, 
ordered to be removed from thence. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at nine o'clock. 

Tuesday, June 20, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

An Order subjecting our Officers and Soldiers to the com- 
mand of the Massachusetts Commander-in-Chief, during 
their continuance in that Province, or until further orders, 
was read and agreed to. 

A Letter to General Ward, informing him thereof, and 
enclosing a copy of said Order, read and approved. 

A Letter to Deputy Governour Cook, of B hod 'e- Island, 
informing him of the same, and moving him to do the 
same respecting the Troops of that Colony, read and ap- 
proved. 

A Letter to the New-Hampshire Congress of the like 
tetiour, and for the same purpose, also read and approved. 

A Letter to General Spencer enclosing a copy of said 
order of subordination, 8ic, read and approved. 

And another to the same purpose, and copy to General 
Putnam. 

An order to General Wooster, to send two of his Com- 
panies to New-London, and march with the remaining 
seven, and all Colonel Waterbury's Regiment, to within 
five miles of New-York, and be under the direction of the 
General and Provincial Congresses, till further orders, read 
and approved. 

A Letter to said General Wooster, enclosing said orders, 
&c, prepared, read, and approved. 

A Letter to our Delegates at Congress, prepared, pas- 
sed, Sic. 

Voted, That his Honour be desired to send to Hqrtford, 
and order the Powder which was coming from New- York, 
and stopped at Stamford, if not come forward, to be sent 
for and forwarded immediately to the Army near Boston. 

And then adjourned without day. 



MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

[Read in Congress June 27, 1775.] 
• - In Provincial Congress, Watertown, June 20, 1775. 

May it please your Honour: Having been favoured 
with your Resolve respecting the assumption of Government 
in this Colony, we seize the earliest opportunity to express 
our grateful sentiments for that compassion, seasonable 
exertion, and abundant wisdom, evidenced in your recom- 
mendation to this people on that head; and for the gene- 
rous provision you have made for our support in our efforts 
in' defence of. the common liberty and essential rights of 
the whole Continent. As we are plunged into the accu- 
mulated distresses of a dornestick war, our constant atten- 
tion to the calls of our brethren in. the field will leave us 



but little time to contemplate the acts of ordinary legisla- 
tion : but as we are impressed with the indispensable neces- 
sity of rescuing this people from the danger they are in of 
falling into a state of anarchy, and that our publick resolu- 
tions may be taken and executed with the greater despatch, 
we shall apply ourselves with alf diligence to fulfil your 
benevolent intentions, and establish the form of Govern- 
ment recommended by your Honours, that so order and 
Government may be restored to this disturbed community. 

We think it our indispensable duty to inform you, that 
re-enforcements from Ireland, both of Horse and Foot, 
being arrived, (the numbers unknown,) and having good 
intelligence that General Gage was about to take posses- 
sion of the advantageous posts in Charlestown and on Dor- 
chester Point, the Committee of Safety advised that our 
Troops should prepossess them if possible. 

Accordingly, on Friday evening the 16th instant, this 
was effected by about twelve hundred men. About day- 
light on Saturday morning, their line of circumvallation, 
on a small hill, south of Bunker's Hill, in Charlestoivn, 
was closed ; at this time the Lively, man-of-war, began to 
fire upon them. A number of our enemy's ships, tenders, 
cutters, scows or floating batteries, soon came up, from all 
which the fire was general by twelve o'clock. About two 
the enemy began to land at a poiti.t which leads out from 
Noddle's Island, and immediately marched up to our in- 
trenchments, from which they were twice repulsed ; but in 
the third attack forced them. Our forces which were in the 
lines, as well as those sent for their support, were greatly 
annoyed on every side, by balls and bombs, from Copp's 
Hill, the ships, scows, he. At this time the buildings in 
Charlestown appeared in flames in almost every quarter, 
kindled by hot balls, and is since laid in ashes. Though 
this scene was almost horrible, arid altogether new to most 
of our men, yet many stood, and received wounds by 
swords and bayonets before they quitted their lines. At 
five o'clock the enemy were in full possession of all the 
posts \yith in. the isthmus. 

In the evening and night following, General Ward ex- 
tended his intrenchments, before made at the stone-house, 
over Winter Hill. About six o'clock, P. M., of the same 
day, the enemy began to cannonade Boxbury from Bos- 
ton Neck and elsewhere, which they continued twenty-four, 
hours, with little spirit and less effect. 

The number of killed and missing on our side is not 
known, but supposed by some to be about sixty or seventy, 
and by some considerably above that number. Our most 
worthy friend and President, Doctor Warren, lately elected 
a Major-Gen eral, is among them. This loss we feel most' 
sensibly. Lieutenant-Colonel Parker and Major Moore of 
this Colony, and Major McClary from New-Hampshire, 
are also dead. Three Colonels, and perhaps one hundred 
men, are wounded. The loss of the enemy is doubtless 
great. By an anonymous letter from Boston, we are told 
that they exult much in having gained the ground, though 
their killed and wounded are owned about one thousand ;' 
but this account exceeds every other estimation. The num- 
ber they had engaged is supposed to be between" three and 
four thousand. If any errour was committed on our side, 
it was in taking a post so much exposed. 

As soon as an estimate can be made of publick and 
private stocks of gunpowder in this Colony, it shall be 
transmitted without delay, which we are well assured will 
be small, and by no means adequate/to the exigence of our 
case. We apprehend that the scantiness of our stock of 
that article, cannot fail to induce your Honours still to give 
your utmost attention to ways and means of procuring a 
full supply of it. We feel ourselves infinitely obliged to 
you for your past care in this respect. 

We beg leave humbly to suggest, that if a Commander- 
in-Chief of the Army of the United Colonies should be. 
appointed, it must be plain to your Honours, that no part 
of this Continent can so much require his immediate pre- 
sence and exertions as this Colony. 

We are, with great respect, your Honours' most obedient 
and very humble servants, 

By order of Congress: 

' James Warren, President. 
Attest : Sam'l Freeixan, (Secretary. 

To the Honourable Continental Congress now sitting at 
Philadelphia. 
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MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO GENERAL WARD. 

Watertown, Juris 20, 1775, nine o'clock. 
Sir : ffh'is.Congress, considering the present situation of 
the enemy, and that ofthe division of our Army at Cam- 
bridge, think propei- to suggest to your serious consideration 
whether it is not proper and expedient that there should 
be an immediate draft of a Regiment or more from the 
Roxbury Camp to that at Cambridge. Your good sense 
will ..Undoubtedly incline you to consult General Thomas 
before you determine absolutely on this measure, but we 
conceive the. consideration of this matter ought not to.be 
delayed a moment. We are, &.c. 

To the Honourable General Ward. 



To the Honourable the Congress for the Colony of the 
Massachusetts-Bay: 

The Petition of the Selectmen of the Town o/"Townshend, 
humbly sheweth : 

That when the order of Congress came to us for part 
of our town stock of powder, but two of our Selectmen 
being present they inadvertently sent the whole ; by which 
means we are almost destitute of powder, and being called 
upon to keep in our horses, and tobe in readiness, for an 
engagenmnt, we know not what to do. But being informed 
that there. HTglwo half barrels of powder at. the Town of 
Ashby, if we cou jd pbtaj n an prder of Congress for Ashby 
to, deliver _a_part of that to us, we might be in a better situa- 
tion ; but if w_e could be helped any way we should think 
ourselves much obliged by your Honours, to which we look 
upon, ourselves in duty bound to obey. 

By order of the Selectmen: 

James Hosley, Toivn Clerk. 
Townsheml, June 2D, 1775. 



RICHARD DERBY, JUN.', TO CAPTAIN JAMES JtfRKWOOD. 

' ' - Salem, June 20, 1775. 

Captain James Kirkwood : I received your letter this 
moment, informing me that you were in want of a certifi- 
cate from rrrohat you had kept the Light-house, &c, 
which I now enclose you. Yours, &c, 

Richard Derby, Jun. 

" This* trray certify, that Captain James Kirkwood has 
had the sole care of keeping the Light-house on Thatch- 
er's Island ever since it has been erected ; that he applied 
to the General Colift,"when sitting here, June, 1774, for 
his .annual, grant, and. .the House then" voted, him sixty 
Pounds for the year "then or about that time ending; 
which grant came up to the Board, but the sudden dfs- 
sojutibn put an _en"d to the matter. And I further certify, 
that he has attended his duty (as far as I know) to general" 
acceptance, ever since the care of the lights were by the 
Province ; com mit ted to the care of Captain Ewitig, Mr. 
Allen,, aMjpj'self. Mr.fEicing is shut" up in Boston-, and" 
Mr, Allen Jias been ou£ of the Province near a year, so 
that the Durdenjs .totally on me; . I have the last week 
sent down ..arqtrantfiiy of oil, which "has been in my care for 
some months past, so that the lights are well supplied for 
some Jimej^xorye.,...,. If the" lights are continued, wood" 
must be provided soon, as it can only be carried there in 
the course pX.diesrjnTrrjer. .Whatever directions the Qon-. 
gress may see nUo* gfve in this matter; shall further govern 
tire conduct oT their lvumjble, servant, 

r.^.™ -» i„ :.^- ri ;.-. « RrcHARD Per by, Jun," 



EDWARD B^CirNAM AND^SETH WALES TO COLONELS BAILEY 
"*""' AND HURD. 

,.":.,. ^ -.„«-.....:;, ,..". ". . - Lancaster, June 20, 1775. 

Sirs: We sent ! out ; a: scout of two men to, Lake Mem- 
phremagog, in order to find two men that Mr. Benjamin 
Sawyer said he.lia'd left at that lake, but found ihem. not, 
and they have returned .back again. They saw at Lake 
Memphrcmagog several Indians hunting, one of whom 
was Black Leivce, by name, who is very well, known air.on" 
our people, in general, to be "the 7 most trusty and faithful to 
his word of any Indian that ever ca.me among us. He 



into Lower Coos last winter, and two other Indians with 
them ; — but he was their_chief pilot— in order to find out a 
good road from Canada to Coos, as "these men told him 
their desire was to look out a road to Coos; but after they 
had set out on their "journey, the regular officers told." the 
Indians they intended to come through that way with an 
Army to take and destroy the people in those Towns on 
this river; and when Lewee found m\\. their desire, he 
went "back and left them. '""They" madehim'promise and 
swear he would not come in to us, and make known their 
desire. He says there 'are near two. thousand Regulars now 
in Canada, and they aremajting all preparations they pos- 
sibly cap for war, determined to come against us late this, 
fall, and bring snow-shoes with them/andjire now employ- 
ing the Indians to make them." Lewee says they are con- 
tinually inviting the Indians to join '.with them and fight 
against us, and they will put them in officers, and offer 
them money to take up arms, but they utterly refuse it. 
The Regulars threaten to killthem, to scare them to take 
up arms against us. Lewee says, the Indians and French 
wait for nothing but art invitation from- "us tp join with us, 
which they would do immediately, and want us to sefid 
an. Army to take Quebeck, and let them know when our 
Army will meet them at Quebeck, to take it^ He says, 
all Canada will rise to help take it. They 'deterrnTne iiof " 
to .take their old laws, again. If we will but join with 
thein, they will "join with us.' This L ewee says their head' 
man at Cavghnawagzt is m Englishman, very much for 
New-England — his"" name is John Stacy; he wishes tfs ' 
to send them word it we want them to assist us or not. 
Lewee says he can raise five hundred' Indians to' assist "us 
any time. This John Stacy is their head man, and' this 
Lewee is next to him. ' Leme says, he. will do all hecari 
to help us; he will stay at this lake twenty days from the. 
time our scout left them, and this is the fourth day sinff,' 
arid then he and the other Indians are going to Caughna- 
uaga, and if. we desire it, he will carry a letter to their 
head man, Who can read English. And now we send 
a man directly down to Coos, to let you know of these 
affairs ; and as the Indians always spoke in your favour, 
it would have more effect Upon them, were you to write 
to them what our desire is, "and" whether you will have 
them join us or not ; for they live in fear of being destroy- 
ed _by the Regulars, as there "is hut ."ad'iandful of them'. . 
This Leiree says 'he will go to. Canada jpr jis, sjay all ' 
summer if we desire it, and let us Kiow aTTthe^designs'of- 
the French and Canadians, and Regulars, &.c| He pro- 
poses the manner he will go in, that they might not jrrg- " 
trust, him to be a friend to us; says he will take part of his. 
hunt that hehalh got at atime, and go into Canada and 
sell that, as usual, and tell them that lie hajli got softie 
more moose skins in the woods," "and* rnust ^ go and fetch 
them, and so in like manner, as long as we sjould like to 
have him go. We have got two" men ready to go- out to 
Lewee immediately, if you think it best (p send. .This 
scout went and came_back a"gain in five. "days", with a cWo§.. ' 
If Colonel Bqjley should have'a mind'to go out himself and 
see those Indians, our men.can;Cfrrf7DutffT ; cinc)"e7alid 
bring you back again. Your seeing ; them J r burself vvill % 
more satisfaction to yourself and to oilier people in general, 
than sending by others, This JfoMqtLWZS _afrajdjo__let the 
other Indians know, what he told our rn/en, lestjhey should 
betray him in Canada. .He says, "nowis the time to tale 
Quebeck. The Regulars are buying rrp "and storing all the 
provisions they can in Canada, ;- ■■ 

In the mean time, we remain your most humble Ser- 
vants, = .. EdWARdBuqKNAM, 

' :Seth Wales., . 
To Colonel Bailey and Colonel .Hurd. 1 ~S' 



SOUTH-CAROLINA SECRET" C'OMMITTJJE W C*6t^^cTujT Rffe. 

Cbarlestown, June 21, 1775. 

Sir: By direction of the Committee, TencTose^yout wo 
orders, by jvhich you will be supplied with a quantity of 
ammunition, for the use of the Uvq. Regiments I of Infantry 
in the. service of the Colony ; not" doubting of your pru- 
dence, they, however, think it their duty to recommend 
that tlie greatest care be taken of it ; and as, ' 



in a great 



.,1 . ,i ■ ., --■- ---o — ^gL —degree , the new levies are strangers, a'nd their nrincible 
teHs our scout that be set out to p.lot two regular officeS^ certainly known, they canno? but intimate' th™theJ 
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think it advisable, that no soldier should be placed sentry 
over,, of have any thing to do relative' to the ammunition, 
but suchr as are known friends to the liberties of America. 
t am, Sic. "" Wm. H. Drayton, 

Chairman of the Secret Committee. 

t '■' - •"■'" -■■".- - 
To Colonel Moultrie. 



;- Tn^Prpvincial Congress, Charlestown, S.C., June 21, 1775. 

,- " Qrclerejjl, That the Honourable William Henry Dray- 
ton, the Honourable Captain Barnard Elliott, Colonel 
CharlwJ?inc](ney, Colonel James Parsons, Colonel Isaac 
Mo.tte, Colonel Stephen Bull, Colonel William Moultrie, 
Major Owen Roberts, Captain Thomas Savage, Captain 
John^Huger, Miles Brewton, Thomas Ferguson, and Ga- 
briel Capres, Esquires, be a Deputation to present to his 
* Excellency the Address of this Congress. 

. South-Carolina : 
To His Excellency the Right Honourable Lord William 
Campbell, Governour and Commander-in- Chief in,and\ 
over the Province aforesaid: 

The humble Address and Declaration of the Provincial 
" Congress: 

. .We, His Majesty's loyal subjects, the Representatives 
of the people of this Colony in Congress assembled, beg 

■ leave tpjj.is.close to yourjkcellency the tnre causes of our ' 

• proceedings ; not only that, upon your arrival among us, 
you may receive "no" unfavourable impression of our con- 
duct, but .that we may stand justified to the world. 

When the ordinary modes of application for redress of 
_~ grievances, and the usual means of defence against arbi- 
trary impositions have failed, mankind generally have had 

■ recoflrseto those that are. extraordinary. Hence the origin 
of the,Contjnental Congress, and hence the present repre- 
sentation oT the people in this Colony. 

- _ It isTmiiecessfuy lo enumerate the grievances of Ajne- 
-■ Tien; they have been so often represented, that your Ex- 
cellency cannot be a stranger to them. Let it therefore 
suffice tosay, that the hands of His Majesty's Ministers, 

- which, jiave long lain heavy, now press us with intolerable 
-" weight. We declare, that no love of innovation, no desire 

of altering the Constitution of Government", no lust of in- 

• dependence, has had the least influence upon Our. councils. 
But, alarmed^and roused by a long succession of arbitrary 

■ proceedings by wicked Administrations; impressed with 
the greatest apprehensions of instigated insurrections, and 
. deeply affected by the commencement of hostilities by the 
Briiisjh Jimups against this Continent, solely for the pre- 
servation and defence of our Jives, liberties, and properties, 
we have„bei;n itnpelled to associate and take up arms. 

We sincerely deplore those slanderous informations and 

Vvick^cprrnsels by which His Majesty "has been led into 

■_ measure^: which, "if persisted in, must inevitably involve 

America in all the calamities of civil war, and rend the 

British ISmpire. We only desire the secure enjoyment 

- of our Jnva,luabl.e rights, and we wish for nothing mors 
ardently than a speedy reconciliation with our Mother 
Country, upon constitutional principles. 

• Conscious of the justice of our cause, and the integrity 

- of otir ;|jgws, we : readily profess our loyal attachment to 
■ pur Soyjreign,. his* Cro.wn and dignity ; and trusting the 

event fbrrovidence, we prefer death to slavery.. 

These things w.e have thought it our duty to declare, 

,that your Excellency, and through you, our august* Sover- 

'; eign, our fellow-subjects, and the whole world, may clearly 

' understand, that our taking up arms is the result of dire 

necessity, and in compliance with the first law of nature. 

We entreat and trust, that your Excellency will make 

such a representation of the state of this Colony, and of 

our truejijotive's, as to assure His Majesty that, in the 

midst of all our complicated distresses, he has no subjects 

in his wi.de dotrfmions who more sincerely desire to testify 

their loyalty and affection, or who would be more willing 

to. devote their lives and fortunes in. his reaj service. 

By oxder of the provipciarCongress at Charlestown: 

'.■'.' ■-■''', Henry Laurens: President. 
June 2.0, 1775. \. 

The Deputation being returned, the Honourable" Mr. 
Drayton reported", that they having delivered, the Address 



to the Governour, his Excellency was pleased to make the 
following Answer : 

'Gentlemen: I know of no Representatives of the 
people of this Province, except those constitutionally con- 
vened in General Assembly, and am incompetent to judge 
of the disputes which at present unhappily subsist between 
Great Britain and the American Colonies. 

It is impossible, during the short interval since my arri- 
val, that I should have acquired such a knowledge of the 
state of the Province as to be at present able to make any 
representation thereupon to His Majesty; but you may be 
assured, that no representations shall ever be made by me 
but what shall be consistent with truth, and with an earn- 
est endeavour to promote the real happiness and prosperity 
of the Province. r William Campbell. 

June 21, 1775. ' - .""'-..-'-" 

.- - - ~-i^ . . -. 
. . -- In Provinciai.Congrcss, Cliarlcstown, S. C\, ) 

.Wednesday, June 21, 1775. $ 

Whereas, the inhabitants of. Poo/e, a seaport in the 
English Channel, lost to all sense of honour, humanity, 
and gratitude, have, by their late Petition to Parliament, 
manifested themselves not only inimical to America, but 
desirous to add to the heavy oppressions^ under which the 
unfortunate and virtuous inhabitants" of the four New-Ens;^ 
land Governments labour, in consequence of their laudable 
conduct in defence of the liberties oi America, and of man- 
kind : to testify our just resentment of so base and cruel a 
conduct in the inhabitants of Poole, it is hereby 

Resolved, That this Colony will not use or employ any 
shipping belonging to that Port, or owned by any inhabi- 
tant there, orTSrry on any transactions, or hold any com- 
munication with that people. 

= Peter Timothy, Secretary. 



FREDERICK COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation of Fre- 
derick County, at the Court-House, on the twenty-first 
day of June, 1775, 

John Hanson, Esq., Chairman : 

- Resolved, That the Committee of Correspondence 
chosen by the people on the 24th day of January last, 
is the true and rightful Committee of Correspondence for 
Frederick County, and shall act as such until/uperseded 
by a new election. "'■. ■_ - -* 

That a Committee of Correspondence, conveniently 
situated, may be chosen for each District: 

Resolved, That Messrs. Thomas Sprigg-'Wootten, Rich- 
ard Thompson, John Murdock, Samuel William Magru- 
der, and William Bailey, or any three of them, shall give 
notice to the people of the Lower District tojneet at" Mr. 
Charles Hungerford's, on the 30th instant", to elect a 
Committee of Correspondence for said District, to consist 
of five members; that Messrs. John Hanson, Charles 
Beatty, Conrad Grosch, Williarri'T: icattf, and Stephen 
Ramsburgh, or any three of them, shall give notice to 
t the people oi_Frederick Town Dispict.to rneeiTat the, said 
Town on the 3d instant, to eleqra Cpmrhjtt.ee~T>f Cor- 
respondence for the said District, to con'sfsf of five mem- 
bers; that Messrs. Samuel BeoJ, John Steele, Jacob Funk, 
Charles Swearingen, and William Beard, or any three of 
them, shall give notice to the people of Elizabejh Town 
District to meet at said Town, on the "1st instant, to elect 
a Committee' of Correspondence fpr the said* District, to 
consist of five members; that Messrs; Thomas Crcsap, 
Thomas Warren, Moses Rowlings, Ezekiel Cox, and 
Thomas French, tir any three of. them, shall give notice 
to the people of Old Town District, to meet at (he. said 
Town on the 8th instant, to elect a Committee of Cor- 
respondence for the said District, to consist of five mem- 
bers; that returns of such elections shall be made at the 
next meeting of the Committee of Observation, and the 
gentlemen so to be. chosen shall be members of the Com- 
mittee of Observation. 

A Letter from the Delegates of Maryland, and a Re- 
solve of the Congress enclosed therein, were read, requir- 
ing two Companies of expert Riflemen to be" furnished by 
this County, to join the Army near. Boston, to be there 
employed as Light-Infantry, under the Command of. tire 
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chief officer of that Army, and proposing that the pay of 
the Officers and Soldiers be as follows : 

Captain, per month, $20 Corporal, per month, $7£ 

Lieutenant, " 13J Drummer, " 7J 

Sergeant, " 8 Privates, " 6| 

That ihey find their own arms and clothes ; that each 
Company consist of a Captain, three Lieutenants, four Ser- 
geants, four Corporals, a Drummer, and sixty-eight Pri- 
vates; that the form of Enlistment be as follows: 

" T, A. B., have, this — — - day of , voluntarily en- 
listed myselF as a Soldier in the American Continental 
Army, for one year, unless sooner discharged. I do bind 
myself to conform, in all instances, to such rules and regu- 
lations as are, or shall hereafter be, established for the 
government of the said Army." - , ." 

Resolved, That, agreeable to the requisition of the Con- 
gress, and on the terms by them proposed, two Companies 
of expert Riflemen be forthwith raised, and officered by 
the following gentlemen : 

Of the First Company. — Michael Cresap, Captain ; 
Thomas^ Warren, Joseph Cresap, Jun., Richard Davis, 
Jun., Lieutenants. 

Of the Second Company.. — Thomas Price, Captain; 
Qtho Holland Williams, John Ross Key, Lieutenants— 
another Lie utenant to be chosen by Captain Price, and 
approved by the Committee. 

That Messrs. John Hanson, Conrad Grosch, William 
Reatty, George Strieker, John Darnal, Upton Sheri- 
dan, John Lawrence, Joseph Wood, Stephen Ramsburgh, 
Lewis Kemp, Roger Johnson, Samuel Beall, and Abra- 
ham Haajf, or any seven of them, be a Committee to in- 
spect and review the said Companies when raised, and to 
give recommendatory certificates to the several officers, to 
be by them carried to the Congress. 

Resolved, That the collectors of money for the pur- 
chase of Arms and Ammunition, shall severally pay to the 
Committee of Correspondence all sums already received, 
and shall continue to solicit subscriptions till the. third 
Tuesday in August next ; on which day they shall pay to 
the said Committee the several.sums which they shall have 
collected, and produce fair copies of their subscription 
papers, which shall be signed by them, and set up on the 
CoTjrt-House door; that the Committee of Correspondence 
shall pay to John Hanson, Esq., who is hereby appointed 
Treasurer for the County, all sums of money which they 
have received, or shall receive from the collectors afore- 
said. _." _ . .,. . 

Resolved, That the collectors of money to defray the 
expenses of the Maryland Delegates, shall immediately 
pay to the^Treasurer all sums of money which they have 
already received, and they shall continue their collections, 
and make another payment on the 15th instant, and the 
Treasurer shall then transmit the whole, to Charles Wal- 
lace, Esq^, of Annapolis, to be by him forwarded to the 
Delegates at Philadelphia. 

Resolved, That as the fourth Resolve that was resolved 
at"a meeting of the Committee on the 10th of May last, 
is riot qomplied with, it shall be carried into execution, and 
returns made, agreeable to said Resolve, at the next meet- 
ing of this Committee. 

In consequence of an order of the Committee, issued 
on the .1.1th o£last May, the Reverend Mr. Bennet Allen 
prodaced the Sermo n that he preached on that day. 

On motion, the Sermon was read, and the question put, 
Whether the saidjSTrmon l*e. exceptionable ? 

Resolved in thejnegative. 

Whereas, a Paper Mill is about being erected near Fre- 
derick Town, and it being incumbent on us, at this time, 
to give especial encouragement to country manufactories, 
it is recorntrrended lo.Lhe people, of. this County that they 
save all their Linen and__Woollen Rags, and prefer the Paper" 
made liere to any foreign manufacture whatsoever. 

Resolved, That these proceedings be printed in the 
Maryland Gazette and in the Maryland Journal. 

The Co'mmiFtee adjourns till Friday, the 21st day of 
August next. . _ ' ... 

Signed by order of the Committee : 

Arch. Boyd, Clerk. _ 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee, Wednesday, the 21st 
of June, 1775. Present: 

Henry Remsen, John Lamb, David Beekman, 

James Desbrosses, Oliver Templeton, Jacob Van Voorhiee, 

William Laight, Abraham Duryee, Eleazer Miller, 

William Walton, Joseph Bull, John Broome, 

Gerardus Duyckinek, Frederick Jay, " Richard Sharpe, 

Abm. Brinkerhoff, Theoph^ Anthony, John Berrian, 

William Bedlow, Benjamin Helme, John Lasher, . 

John White, Thomas Ivers, ' Victor Bicker, 

Robert_Ray, _ Abm. Walton, William" Goforth, 

Daniel Phenii, Wm. W. Gilbert, GabrielW. Eudlow, 

Lewis Pintard, Hercules Mulligan, Edward Fleming, 

John Imlay^ John Anthony, Gerrct KeJLtletas, 

Wm. Denning, Daniel Dunscornb, George Janeway. ' 

Francis Basse tt, Nicholas Bogart, 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
no Insurance be made on. the Ca§h i .shipped off by the Sub- 
Committee appointed to appropriate the moneys raised by. 
subscription in this City, on account of the Colony. 

A Letter, dated Philadelphia, 17th" June, "1775, from 
Joseph Reade, received and read, ." ~Z _'_' '""'_!_ ■_-' " 

A Letter, dated St. John's, Newfoundland, 30th May, 
1775, from Jonathan Parsons, Jun., giving* an account of 
the arrival of the Ship Sally, Captam Taverner, from this 
Port, at Trinity, in Newfoundland, which said Captain 
Taverner, before hjs sailing, made oath that he would proceed - 
immediately to Falmouth, or sortie other port in England, 
and that he would by no means stop at Neivfoundland, nor 
at any of the Fishing Islands on the coast of America. .." 

In pursuance of a recommendation of the,. Provincial 
Congress to this Committee to purchase all" the Saltpetre 
in this City and County, and also to procure atf account of 
all the Brimstone and Sulphur therein, and to make a re- 
port of the same to the said Congress, 

Ordered, That Gerardus Duyckinek, Jacob Van Vc-or- 
hies, and Eleazer Miller, be a Sub-Committee for" the 
above "purpose. - ' - -■._■•■ . : 

New- York, June 21, "1775. 
The General Committee for the City and County of 
New- York having received' intelligence that Andrew Ta- 
verner, master of the Ship Sally, arrived^ in said vessel at 
Trinity, in the Island of Newfoundland, the twenty-fourth 
ultimo, they accordingly appointed William Walton, Esq., 
Colonel Fleming, John Lamb, and John Br'oojne, a Com- 
mittee to wait on Theophilact Bache~,\o whom tfte said" ship '- 
was addressed, to inquire of him the reasons (if any he 
knew) why the said Andrew Taverner .<fi3. not proceed di-. 
rectly to Falmouth, or some other port in Great Britain, 
as he had. engaged under oath to use his utmost endeavours 
to do: We, the said Committee, report, that pursuant to 
our appointment.we waited upon Mr v Bache, who produced 
sundry vouchers, from which, together with Tiis deposition 
hereunto annexed, we fully belie veVihe said ftKeophilact 
Bache to be altogether innocent of having had any agency, 
directly or indirectly, in causing the aforesaid vessel to pro- 
ceed to Newfoundland, as above-mentioned. ~ _ 
Wm. Walton, TSdward Fleming, 
John Broome, John. Lamb, 

City. of New- York, ss.: " ^* 

Theophilact Bache, of the aforesaid City, merchant, of 
lawful age, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that he 
had no agency, either directly or indirectly, incausfng the 
Ship Sally (whereof Andrew Taverner wars "master at the 
time of her departure from this port) to proceed to New- 
foundland, or any other place than Falmouth, or some other 
port in Great Britain, but verily Believ*edlthe*sai*3 Taver- 
ner intended to proceed directly toFalmputh, or some other 
port in Great Britain as aforesaid. And Turther this de- 
ponent saith, in order to impress upon the said Andrew 
Taverner's rnjnd the necessity of going straightway to Fal- 
mouth, or some other port in Great Britain, he (this depo- 
nent) reminded him of the solemnity of the oath he, the 
said Taverner, had taken, and also furnishe d him with _g 
copy of the same, and was greatly surprised upon hearing the 
General Committee for this City and County had received 
intelligence that the said Taverner was arrived at thejand. 
And further saith not. Theophilact BjiqHE. . 

^ Sworn the twenty-third of June, 1775, before me, 
— r . ■-..... D, Matthews. 
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JOSEPH JOHNSON (A MOHEGAN INDIAN) TO SEW- YORK 

' '■■- •-\ ! -; _,-,__- :__ : :\i concress;_ . .' "_- 

- -' , ..■ , New-York, June 21, 1775. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of the Colony 

o/New-Yohk, the humble Petition of Joseph Johnson, 

a .licensed Preacher of the Gospel amongst seven differ- 

~enl Tribes of New-England Indians and the Oneidas, 

humbly shewcth : 

That "your petitioner bath for severaLyears been engager] 
'anion pi' the. Indians — for some years as a scboo] master 
affiohgsT xhe Oneidas, and since that time in preaching the 
■ Gospel - to several different Nations of New-England In- 
dians, and to the Oneidas, and in endeavouring to persuade 
the Indians to a civilized life, and to embrace the Christian 
religion. Also your petitioner humbly sheweth, that a 
•number of New-England Indians, of seven different tribes, 
having become poof and few in number, were adopted by 
the Oneida .Nation, who gave them a tract of land to settle 
on*. That your petitioner, with a number of the said New- 
Eiigland Indians, removed to the Oneida country to set- 
tle on the lands given to them, and were very kindly re- 
ceived, and had got corn-fields planted and gardens made: 
That false reports were lately spread to the westward that 
your petitioner, and the New-England Indians who were 
with, him, had removed to the westward, in pursuance of a 
design formed by .the people of New- England to settle in 
• that western, country, and that they might thereby have an 
- opportunity of gaining" the favour of thelJpper Nations, and 
bring them to their way of thinking: That the New-Eng- 
land Indians were afraid that ill disposed persons, whose 
hearts might be full of jealousy and prejudice, might induce 
some of the distant Indian Nations to credit such false re- 
ports, and set them at variance with, and cause them to fall 
on and take up the hatchet against the new settled Indians : 
That therefore the New-England Indians, with the con- 
sent and' advice pT the Oneidas, thought best for their 
safety, and the peace of the country, to return for the pre- 
sent from "whence they came,, until the present troubles 
shall b"e,ende<b That most part of the said New-England 
Indians are returned, and that your petitioner, with three 
" others of the s'ajd Indians, are now on their way to the 
e'astwarjcl, intending to proceed by the way of New-London, 
which is near, their former place of abode: That your pe- 
titioner jind Ins three companions, sensible of the -present 
troubles, and difficulties in every part of tlie country, are 
.fearful of travelling without a passport or a letter of safe 
conduct, which, may afford them peace and protection in 
their joornffy, and are also so poor and destitute that they 
are utterly unable to pursue their journey without the chari- 
table aiB and relief.of the benevolent and. the humane. 
Your petitioner therefore humbly prays that a passport, or a 
letter of" sa/e , conduct and protection, may" be graciously 
given to hjfn for James Shattock, John Shesnck, Samuel 
Tajlmm,art(\Ji\mse\f, to pass to New-London, in Connec- 
ticut, and also for such small sum to aid ~them in their 
journey to New-London aforesaid, as to this honourable 
Congress in their wisdom shall seem meet. And your pe- 
titioner, oifbehalf of himself and his ; above named com- 
panions^ as in duty bound shall ever pray, &c. 

-,"!.. - ' Joseph Johnson. 

To the "Honourable the ProvinciafCongres.s of 'New- York. 



EXTRACT OJ? A' LETTER PROM 1 A GENTLEMAN AT NEW-YORK 
TO HtS FRIEND IN EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND, DATED JITNE 

21. H75. ./ - .. - ' 

A_ worthy j'oung man, an Indian Preacher, with three 
of his tripe, Just arrived from the 'Six Nations, were with 
me this morning. They are come to wait upon uur Pro- 
vincial Congress, now sitting' in this City, with the news 
that the Indian Nations are determined not to act against 

Jhe Colonies. They' also inform me that even the Cana- 
dian Indh^s v sre our friends. The Continental Congress 
Wave ~rej;hmf^en.ded it in the warmest manner to alf.the 

"Colonies, to observe the twentieth of next mon.th as a Con- 
tinental fast. A. regular Army of seventy thousand men is 
to be immediately raised.. All ranks of people are In arms. 
Seventeen, regular companies are already formed in this 
City, who have no pay, and provide themselves wi.f [^uni- 
forms, arms, and ammunition. Should the unhappy"con% 



test continue six months longer, it is very probable that we 
will have near two hundred thousand bold, resolute men, 
disciplined to as great perfection as any of His Majesty's 
Troops. The Provincial Army, at present at Boston, con- 
sists of twenty thousand men, and increases daily. Gen. 
f'Vooster, the chief commander of the Connecticut Troops, 
is soon to encamp near the City with two thousand men. 
It is a gross calumny to say that we are.aiming at indepen- 
dency, for. our political principles are the same that raised 
the house of Hanover to the throne ; and were your Minis- 
ters to adopt these principle's, we would immediately lay 
down our arms. 



ALBANY (neW-YOP.k) COMMITTEE TO THE 1 CONTINENTAL - 
" CONGRESS. " - ' ' 
[Read beforo Congress, Julio 26, 1775. J 

Albany Committee Chamber, June 21, 1775. 

To the Members of the Continental Congress." 

Gentlemen : Mr, JJirck Swart, a member of this. Hoard, 
who is just returned from Crown Point, trings the follow- 
ing intelligence: that one Mr. Hay, who lives about ten 
miles up Lake Champlain, came down to Crown Point, 
who told Colonel Arnold and others that' he had been to 
Montreal for some flour; that Governour Carleton had him 
seized and confined for several days; that by the interposi- 
tion of the English merchants of that place, he received 
liberty to return home ; and that the merchants who pro- 
cured him the pass from the Lieutenant-GoVernour, desired 
him to go down to Crown Paint and Ticonderoga with all 
speed, and communicate to the commander of those for- 
tresses that the French Caiighnawaga In diqns had taken 
up the hatchet, but that they refused^to go out upon any 
scouts until nine of their men, who were then out, returnee} ; 

and that Governour Carleton was" "'mnc them presents 
... - o o - ■ ■ i ■ - 

daily. 

. We are very sorry to inform you that, from a number of 
corroborating circumstances, we have but too much reason 
to believe the above information t.6 be true, and more espe- 
cially as the Troops, which amount to about six hundred 
men', suffer no persons commg up the lake to pass St. John's 
if they can avoid it, where they are building floating batte- 
ries and boats. Mr. Swart also acquaints us that Mr. Hay 
said that Governour Carleton had asked, the English mer- 
chants to take up arms against the Yankees, to make use 
of his own phraseology ; that the mercbants..refused ; upon 
which he told them that he would. set the Town on fire-, 
when the merchants said he was welcome to do so, and 
added, they would carry as much fire as himself. .Mr. Hay 
also desired Mr. Swart, if he should happen to meet Mr. 
Pierce, he should request him notto proceed, as the Eng- 
lish merchants in Canada conceived it unsafe for him. 

The forces above named are in no proper state of de- 
fence, principally owing to the scarcity of powder; of which 
article we have not yet been able to send up more, with the 
supply we have received from Neip-York, than three hun- 
dred and fifty pounds; which quantity is altogether insuffi- 
cient to answer the purposes intended, and "of little service 
in case of an attack. We can farther inform ycai (his City 
is not half supplied (nor frontier "inhabitants) %ith either 
powder or.arms, for which applications have been/and daily 
are making to; us ; 'and as we have no prospect of. any far- 
ther supply from New-York, we beg to be assisted, if pos- 
sible, from the lower Governments, with all the despatch 
possible. . "" ' ""'...'■ ._!"_:.■ "' ., - - 

We should also desire that tnel command at the forts 
might be settled. Colonel Hiunmnywe imderstpod, would 
have taken the command; but by his appointment from 
Governour Trumbull, his orders are only to re-enforce the 
garrisons Tind command his regiment ; upon which Colonel 
Arnold refused to resign. We therefore conceive it highly 
necessary that a matter of such importance should be set- 
tled with all speed.. The above we are also informed by 
Mr.. Swart, who was present and heard each read the other's 
instructions. . ,. ..... 

We thought it our indispensable duty to acquaint you 
of these matters, and .therefore send them to. you per 
express. ., \. . . ..... 

We are, gentlemen, your very-humble servants. By- 
order of the Committee : . Samuel Stringer, 

Chairman pro tempore. 
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CAPT. BENJAMIN CHAPMAN, OF THE ROYAL - IRISH DR IStH 
REGIMENT OF FOOT, TO A FRIEND IN IRELAND. 

- ' Boston, Juno 21, 1775. 

I have further to inform you (though I know you to be 
an advocate fjr the Americans) that their Grand Conti- 
nental Congress have resolved, in order to force Clreat 
Britain to confirm the wild claims they have set up, that 
they will do their utmost to ruin the commerce of Ireland, 
and starve their fellow-subjects in the West-Indies, who 
never injured them. And in their address to the people 
- of Canada, after inviting- them to join in their illegafoppo- 
sition, they flatter them with the enjoyment and prosperity 
of a. religion which, in. their address to the people of Great 
Britain, they themselves say is fraught with the most im- 
pious, and sanguinary tenets. Many of their Provincial 
Conventions have resolved not to pay their debts to the Bri- 
tish merchants, nor will they suffer any legal process to be 
resorted to upon that account ; thus Trampling oh every prin- 
ciple of humanity, candour, and common honesty. When 
the unprejudiced eye of posterity shall' cast" a retrospect 
view on' those dark transactions, how will they be amazed 
that a party could be found so shameless as "to defend them 
in Parliament. Matters about Boston wear a' truly warlike 
aspect. The Army of the rebels consists of at least fifteen- 
thousand men, and. are daily increasing. They are, besides, 
possessed of a considerable number of artillery : ahefwhen 
we considejiihejenihusiastick disposition. of those infatua- 
ted people; that the pulpits and publick meetings breathe 
nothing but sedition ; that the people are in the most slavish 
subjection to the priests and demagogues; it can no longer 
remnfn "jTTna'tter of surprise if (to use their own phrase) 
they resist even. unto death. The Continental Congress 
has been sitting since "the "tenth of May : their deliberations 
are wonderfully secret; the few Resolves that have trans- 
pired are mostly inflammatory ; their High Mightiness.es 
now appear in various capacities; they have erected them- 
'selves-into a court of Star-Chamber, and have already tried 
and passed sentence on several delinquents who have dared 
to contravene their inquisitorial decrees ; in short, they are as' 
omnipotent in this quarter of the globe as any earthly power 
can.be. I will not hazard a conjecture""bn the steps that 
may be pursued by Parliament on this important, this un- 
paralleled crisis. America seems determined not to recede ; 
should, therefore, Great Britain relax, I fear her laurels 
will wither on her brows, and that her sun of glory wilt soon 
set to rise no more. My knowledge of the Americans is 
founded on long experience, from their own wfitings,and 
froirr-my intimacy with many of the first characters amongst 
them.; rely upon it, their aim is independency. , My. Lords, 
the planters in the South, have long plumed themselves on 
the prospect of an approaching aristocracy ; whilst the level- 
lers in the North already enjoy, by anticipation, their adored 
republic^ The honour and dignity of Great _ Britain, as 
well as the securing the rights of Parliament, call for an 
cx^niorroLmilitary power. I cannot fight in a more just; a 
more'noblecause ; every other consideration must give way 
to this ; nor do.I wish to quit America until her dependance 
on the Parent State is effectually secured, and my much 
injured Country's rights fixed on the most solid basis. - 



STtfCORtDGE INDIANS TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 
• . ' Stockbridgc, June 21, 1775. 

We; whose names are hereunto subscribed, being soldier's 
enlisted to serve in the Provincial Army during summer, bee 
leave to lay this our request before you. We; in our more 
serious hours, reflect with shanre upon our aptness to drink 
spirituousjiquors to excess when we are under temptation ; 
by which foolish conduct, when we are guilty of it, we 
render.oufseJtes.nnfit for usefulness and service to our fel- 
low-men,' an TaTso disagreeable to "those that 'have any thjno-. 
to<3o withusv We are sensible that, we injure ourselves 
more than_any one else. When we'geta taste, we "must 
some of. us with shame say, that sometimes no interest of 
our ownVill prevent us from procuring more, till we gel too 
mucji. _ We .therefore desire you would, in your wisdom, do 
something, during our residence there, that we may get so 
much as will be good for us, and no more. We furtlier desire 
you to order_ the Paymaster-General to pay all ourwages, 
that is, now or ma y be dqe 'to us when we are dismissed, 
to Timo.lhy_ Edwards ox Jahiel Woodbridge, Escidhm, 



Delegates from the Town of Stockbridgc, and to them 
only or their order, that they may be enabled to provide for 
us while we are here what we may necessarily want, and 
bring all the rest home, that it may be altogether, and divide, 
it among us as We like. ■---_ 

Jehoiakim Nmtnuptauk, 
Abraham Koukpoot, 
. Moses Auhhheckhui inauhoot , 
Cornelius Paupoumham, 
William Nataujcsen, 
John Oasauwampummunk, 
Abraham Naunavmpretaunkey, 
' Benjamin Waunnchiiaumel, 

. Daniel Wait yumpskeynunnaunt, 
Jehoiakim Astoksim f 
Samuel Squintrop, 
Joseph Shackhtakauwoh, 
Jacob Tusmik, 
Thomas Hickimmun, 
David Naunawnecknauck, , 
Bill Notauksen, 
John Shepaunerwaunkun. 
To the Hon. Joseph Warren, President oFProyincial Con- 
gress sitting at Watertown; to be communicated. 

THOMAS TWINING TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress of the Massa- 
chusetts- Bay: :....' „ 

May it please four Honours: Deeply impressed 
with a sense of the weighty task you have to perform, in 
the management of our publick affairs at this difficult and 
alarming crisis, and how necessary it is that many of your 
deliberations and resolves' should be kept a profound se- 
cret from the enemies of our common liberties, whether 
foreign invaders or our own domeslick traitors and huni- 
bly apprehending that one Mr. Amos Knowhs, Jun., from 
the Town of Eastham, hath behaved in such a manner as 
to give just ground to suspect his fidelity to his Country,' 
and even to suppose him inimical thereto, your -petitioner, 
in behalf of himself and of the. AssociationiinJ^st/fam, 
thinking it a duty incumbent on him so to do, as ajneinber 
of society, begs leave to represent to your Honours, that 
the said Knowhs, who now hath a 'seat in. said Congress,- 
hath been an opposer of the common cause of this Coun- 
try, and hath frequently exclaimed against Congresses 'and 
the present, mode of opposition, as rpay appear by the pa- 
pers herewith presented. And your petitioner, apprehend- 
ing a known enemy to ourCountry ought not to be allowed 
a seat in said Congress, lest he might thereby betray its 
secret plans to our common enemy," humbly prays your 
Honours to take the matter into consideration, and expel 
lijm from said Congress, or otherwise deal with him as .you 
"in -your wisdom shall judge proper. And your petitioner, as 
in duty bound, shall ever pray. ._.....:„-.-. 

Your petitioner begs leave further" to" represent, that the 
said Knovjles was one whom the Committee: of Corres- 
pondence _ of the Town of Eastham, "thought it their duty 
to discriminate aud disarm, in consequence of recommenda- 
tions from the late Congress, but did not think it prudent 
to -attempt it, knowing said Knowles bajd a considerable 
party of similar principles and conduct, Who had before 
armed themselves to oppose some puhlfck measures. 

- Thomas Twining.' 



To the Friends of Liberty, to whom the bearer hereof 
- shall apply himself: " ■ ' : " 

This may certify, that we, tire subscribers, do hereby 
ask your adyice and assistance on the important matters 
that shall be laid before you by our worthy friend, Mr. 
Thomas Twining, relating to the great and Intolerable 
difficulties between the Wlhigs and Tories ; . In iJiis Town." 
Although we are a minority ^our number of zeajouf. friends 
will, we hope^ be thought sufficient to gain" some; notice. 
Mr. Twining is one whose veracity may^be relied on ; and 
if by this messenger we gain no relief, we see nothing but 
we must submit to the mercy of the Tories in this' place. 
Job Crocker, ' Thomas Gould, 

Nathaniel Mayo, Eliaktm Higgjns, 
Thomas Paine, John Davis. "- 

Eastham, June 12, 1775. ..,-.-....-= .., 
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Whereas. it hatb. happened that many transactions in 
ibis Town, relating to our publick grievances bath been 
carried on much to the contrary of the minds of many of 
the. inhabitants of this Town, by which it hath made many 
parties arid a great division in this Town, and we do look 
upon it as a great judgment from Heaven upon us for our 
sins ; wherefore it hath been moved by sorne, that each 
party would meet and assemble together, to see if we could 
not unite;, both in love and unity, among ourselves with 
our free countrymen, in standing with them for our rights, 
liberty, and privileges. And accordingly the two parties" 
did. agree, met, and assembled themselves together at the 
South Meeting-House in Eastham, on the first day of 
December, in the year one thousand seven bundled and 
seventy-four, and then both parties mutually agreed to 
choose a Committee put of each party, and accordingly 
proceeded arid chose two Committees, one out of each 
party— s.eveivbufof one, and five out of the other — in.order 
to consultand, draw up such resolves as tbey thought most 
proper and best for peace and unity among ourselves and 
free countrymen. Accordingly we., the subscribers, being 
two Conipjjttees, did meet at the dwelling house" of Mr. 
ThqmqsJTwinjng, in Eastham, on Tuesday, the sixth day 
of December, one thousand seven hundred a„nd seventy- 
four, at nine o'clock in the morning, and then did resolve, 
in the first place, to pass by and overlook all past conduct 
among ouTselves and towards our free countrymen, and for 
all past injuries to be buried in oblivion towards all those 
that will join In the following Resolves: 

In the firsj; place, we, the subscribers, do mutually agree 
and resolve, that we will freely and willingly unite and join 
with our. free countrymen in defence of our sacred rights, 
privileges, and liberties. 

.' , Secondly. We will unite and join our Continental, Pro- 
vincial, anoHCounty Congresses, and with all others of our 
.Congresses, so far as shall be agreeable to the Continental 
Congress. - That we will do our utmost to uphold and 
defepd our liberties and rights. 

Thirdly an<f lastly. We do and shall look upon all those 
that wjll^not. stand for their rights, liberty, property, and 
.religion, as.enemies to their. Country, and shall ever deem 
them so, tiJI, there be a reformation found in them. 

Fourthly. We desire that these our Resolves may be, 
as so'on* as possible, published throughout the whole Con- 
tinent.; > JoNA. DOANE, JONA. LlNNEL, Jr. 

Edward Knowles, Wji, Myrick, Jr. 
' '-,' JSampel Doane, Jr.,- 



■ At a meeting of the freeholders and other inhabitants of 
the Town, of Eastham, legally warned and assembled, at 
the North Meeting-House, the 20th of February, A,. D. 
1775: Deacon Edward Knowles, Moderator. 

The Assembly voted to dismiss the Committee of 
Correspondence chosen at a meeting held at the South 
Meeting-House, 22d February, 1774, for this Town, and 
also voted, to. choose another, viz : Mr. Theophilus Hop- 
kins, Capt, Edward Knowles, Capt. Amos Knowles, Jun., 
Major Solomon Pepper, and Mr. John Yates. 

. Voted, also, the Town's disapprobation and dismission 
of Messrs. Thomas Paine, Job Crocker, and Isaiah Hig- 
gins, from any business as a Committee of Inspection', 
(who were chosen by the County Congress at their last 
meeting at Barnstable, for a Committee of Inspection for 
thisTo,wn, to see that the Resolves of the Congresses and 
Association are observed and put in execution.) 

Also, voted to choose a Committee of three men, viz : 
Messrs. Amos Knowles, Junior, Benjamin Higgins, and 
John Doane, as a Committee of Inspection, (to join with 
a former Committee chosen at a meeting held at the South 
Meeting- House, 3d of January, 1775,) to see that the Re- 
solves of the Congresses and Association are observed and 
put in execution.; ~ 

The Town also, voted their charge to the abovesaid Com- 
mittee, that they strictly adhere to their office, and see that 
all the Resolves of the Congresses are observed and put in 
execution fn this Town which are agreeable to the Conti- 
nental Congress, 

: And, also, voted to make null and void the vote which 
passed in this Town, at a meeting held at the South Meet- 
ihg-House, 3d of January, 1775, for the Constables, viz : 



Messrs. Job Crocker and Willard Knowles, Junior, to pay 
the Province Tax assessed in their bills to Henry Gardner, 
Esquire, of Stow, taking his receipt. 

Attest: Gideon Baty, Toivn Clerk. 

The within has been compared by the Committee of 
Correspondence, and found to be a true copy of an attest- 
ed copy of said meeting. 

Isaac Sparrow, "" 
Joseph Cole, I Committee of 

John Davis, [ Correspondence. 

■ - • Thomas Twining, J 

Eastham, February 24, 1775. 
, Whereas it appears to us that a-number of men in this 
Town have been, and still are using their influence and 
power in opposition to the measures adopted by the Ame- 
ricans to recover, preserve, and maintain those rights and 
privileges which our illustrious ancestors so nobly contend- 
ed for, and have handed down tp us as 3 fair inheritance : 
Now, in order to free ourselves as much as possible from 
the embarrassments of_ those men, and to convince the 
.world that we are determined^ to persevere jn joining our 
American brethren in their noble efforts to throw off the 
yoke of tyranny, we think it highly expedient to form our-, 
selves into an Association". Therefore we, the subscribers, 
mutually agree and associate ourselves under the name.and 
title of Freeholders .and Freemen of the Association of the 
Town "of Eastham; and do hereby pledge our faith to 
each other that we will abide by the Association resolves, 
and recommendations of the Continental, our Provincial, 
and this County Congresses, (so far as they are made pub- 
lick,) to the utmost of our power; and also, that we will 
abide by the regulations and regular votes, resolves, and 
agreements that shall be hereafter made by this Associa- 
tion for the purposes before mentioned, of recovering,se- 
curing, and maintaining our just rights and privileges. 
Witness our hands : 



Thomas Unnel, Elnathan Snow, 

Elkanah Young, Solomon Higgins; 

Jonathan Twining, Prince Rogers, 

John Cole, John Gould, 

OliverArey, Samuel Knowles, 



Thomas Paine, 
Isaiah Higgins, 
Thomas Twining, 
Edmund Freeman, 
Asa Mayo, 



Jesse Higgins, Theophilus Mayo, Jonathan Linnel, 

Barnabas Twining, Isaac Young, Thomas Rogers, ' 

Judas Rogers, Isaap Higgins, Moses .Higgins, 

Thomas Linnel, 3d, Isaac Hopkins, Gershom Cole, 

Stephen Snow, James Rogers, - Joshua Doane, 

Edmund Snow, Isaac Sparrow, Jr., Joseph Cole, 

Nathaniel Mayo, John Atwood, Thomas^ Brown, 

Elkanah Biggins, Zaccheus Higgins, Isaac Sparrowr 

Job Crocker, Gideon Freeman, Jonathan Lmnel, 3d, 

Prince .Freeman, Samuel Rogers, Homan tinriel, - 

Joshua Cole, Prince Snow, Thomas Arey, 

Thomas Rogers, Jr., John Linnel, David Higgins, 

Jesse Kenny, Joseph Mayo, Jr., Eleaz.' Freeman, Jr., 

Joseph Hopkins, Jonathan Snow, Solomon .Rogers, 

Elkanah Cole, - Joshua Gould, JonathariRogers, 

Gideon Higgins, Joshua Knowles, Joshua Mayo, 

Isaac Cole, Christian Remick, ' Josiah "Knowles," " 

Elijah Twining, SimeonHiggins, Jr., Prince Twining, 

Yates Nickerson, Eliakim Higgins, Joshua Crosby, 

Philip Young, Reuben Cole, Bryan Martin, 

Sylvanus Higgins, John Davis, Seth Higgins, 

Freeman Higgins, Nathaniel Paine, Isaac Paine, 

Christ. Remick, Jr., David Rich,' .".. NathanierCoIe, 

Richard Cook, Joseph Pepper, Asa Nickerson, 

Joseph Hurd, Enoch JLirinel, Joseph Smith"; 3d, 

Theoph. Mayo, Jr., Daniel Cole, Jr., ZacchWsHiggins.Jr. 

A true copy, examined:. 

Isaac Sparrow, Association Clerk. 



Eastham, May 26, 1775. 

We, the Committee of Correspondence for the Town 
and Association of Eastham, in compliance with a Resolve 
of the Provincial Congress of the 12th of April, 1775, 
render to the Committee of Correspondence for the Coun- 
ty of Barnstable .the following, which is a true state, of the 
conduct of the Town of Eastham, with respect to their 
having executed each plan recommended by the Continen-' 
tal and Provincial Congresses : 

The Town of Eastham, at a legal meeting, voted that 
the Constables for the year 1775 might pay the Province 
money in their hands to Henry Gardner, Esquire, taking 
his receipt; but soon after, at a meeting at the North 
Meeting-House, called by .the Selectmen by the request of 
Amos Knowles, Junior, Gideon' Baty, Theophilus Hop- 
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tins, Thomas Harding, David Young, Jonathan Doane, 
Esquire, Amos Knowles, John Taylor, John Doane, Jim., 
Benjamin Doane, and Samuel Doane, did reconsider the 
sard vote, and made it null and void ; but have since, in 
consequence of a Resolve of the Congress, passed the 31st 
of March, 1775, recommending to the several Towns and 
Districts that they oblige their several Constables and Col- 
lectors to pay the balances due from them to the Province, 
&c, did vote that Mr. Job Crocker and Mr, Willard 
Knowles, Junior, late Constables, pay the Province money 
in their hands to. Henry Gardner, Esquire, taking his re- 
ceipt, and that Mr, Jonathan Linnel, 3d, and Mr. Jesse 
Cole, Constables for the year 1774, should pay the Prov- 
ince money assessed in their bills to Henry Gardner, Esq., 
taking his receipt when it was collected. 

Isaac Sparrow, 
Joseph Cole, 
Thomas Paine, 
Committee of Correspondence for the Town of Eastham. 

N. B. The Resolve for the above fell into the hands of 
the Town Clerk, and never hath been communicated to 
the publick, and We were not able to obtain it .until this 
day we were favoured with one from Colonel Nathaniel 
Freeman, of Sandurich. 



Eastham, May 2G, 1775. 

The following is a true state of the transactions of the 
Town of Eastham, since February 22. 1774: 

TheCommittee of Correspondence of the Town of East- 
ham were first chosen by the freeholders and other inhabi- 
tants of the Town, from twenty-one years old and upwards, 
"and have acted ever since in that capacity, without molesta- 

' tjon, with this exception : At a meeting of the inhabitants 
of the Town of Eastham, qualified by law to vote in town 
meetings, called by the Selectmen, at the request of Amos 
Knowles, Junior, and others, for the purposes of regulating 
a vote of this Town, passed at a legal town meeting, di- 
recting the Collectors for the year 1774, to paythe Pro- 
vincial, money assessed in their bills to; Henry Gardner, 
Esquire;, of Stow, talcing his receipt^ also, to dismiss the 
Committee of Inspection, viz : Messrs. Thomas Paine, 
Job Crocker, and Isaiah Higgins, appointed by the Coun- 
ty Congress to see that the resolves and recommendations 
of the several Congresses are put in execution. in this Town, 
and to choose others in their room ; and also to dissolve 
the above Committee of Correpondence, and to choose 
another in their room, did then and there presume to dis- 
solve said Committee, and chose Messrs. Theophilus Hop- 
kins, Edward Knowles, Amos Knowles, Junior, Solomon 
Pepper, and John Yates, a Committee of Correspondence, 
"who have never appeared to act in that capacity. 

The recommendations of the Provincial Congress for 
choosing a Delegate came to hand on the evening of Fri- 
day, the 19th instant; and from the former conduct of our 
Selectmen, the Committee of Correspondence thought it 
best for them to call a meeting for the purpose of choosing 
said member or members as above; proceeded to notify 
said meeting, by posting up in the usual places for notifi- 
cations. in tlys Town an exact copy of the recommendation 
and resolve of said Congress, desiring the freeholders and 
other inhabitants of the Town of Eastham, qualified to 
vote for Representatives, to assemble at the .South Meet- 
ing-House in. said.To-Wn, on Wednesday, the 24th of this 
instant, May, at two o'clock, P. M. ? then and there to act 
as they shall think proper. In compliance with the said 
recommendation, the people met at the time and place, 
and chose Captain Isaac Sparrow Moderator. The Town 
Clerk was desired to take his place, and record the pro- 
ceedings of said meeting, which he refused, The Town 
then chose Mr. Thomas Paine to record the proceedings 
of saidrneeting. The question being put, whether they 
would choose ajnember to represent them in said Con- 

- gress, it passed jn__ the affirmative; when Mr. Amos 
Knowhs, Junior, - was .chosen by a majority of two votes, 
including the votes of twelve persons whom the Committee 
of Correspondence had" agreed to discriminate from those 
who were friendly. to. their Country, which thing was at- 
tempted, but could_not.be done by reason of there being 
so great a number of opposers. And. Whereas the said 
Amos Knowles, Junior, is chosen; as above, who, for ought 



we know, may obtain a seat in Congress, we find ourselves 
constrained to mention that three of us have, heard him 
accuse the Provincial Congress of acting in said capacity 
from selfish views. Some other things of the like nature 
we might mention, but for brevity's sake omit them. 

Isaac Sparrow, 
Joseph Cole, 
Committee of Correspondence for the Town. 
Thomas Twining, 
- - - . : Gideon Freeman, - 

Committee of the Association. 

Eastham, June 16, 1775. 
I, Jonathan Linnel, of Eastham, of lawful age, testify 
that, on the eleventh of April last, at the house of Mr. Josiah 
Myrick, I heard Amos Knowles, Junior, declare that what 
the Continental Congress had done was worse than nothing. 
Further saith not. Jonathan Linnel. 

Barnstable, ss., June 16, 1775: 

Then Jonathan Linnel, after being carefully examined 
and cautioned to tell the whole .truth, made solemn oath 
to the within deposition, by him subscribed to, taken at the 
desire of several inhabitants of the Town ..of Eastham, to 
be used in their behalf at the Provincial Congress now sit- 
ting at Watertown; the adverse party, Mr. Amos Knoivles, 
Junior, being at Watertown aforesaid, not notified nor pre- 
sent at the taking of this deposition. 

Before me : 

John Greenough, Justice of the Peace. 

Samuel Paine, of lawful age, testifieth and saith, on the 
twenty-fourth day of May last, as he was walking with 
Amos Knowles, Junior, that said Knowles said to me, that 
some measures the Congress had ta.ken were as^much tyran- 
ny as those at home. ."■ SamueXlPaine. 

Barnstable, ss., June 16, A. D. 1775: 

Then Samuel Paine, after being carefully examined and 
cautioned to tell the whole truth, made solemn oath to the 
truth of the above deposition, by him subscribed to, taken 
at the desire of several of the inhabitants of the Town of 
Eastham, to be used in their behalf at the Provincial Con- 
gress now sitting at Watertown; the adverse party, Mr. 
Amos Knoivles, Junior, being at Watertown aforesaid, not 
notified nor present at the taking this deposition. 

Before me : • 

John Greenough, Justice of the Peace. 

Eastham, June 15, 1775. 

We, Joseph Cole and Isaac Sparroiv, both of Eastham, 
of lawful age, testify, that in January last, we heard Amos_ 
Knowles, Junior, exclaim against the Resolves of the 
Provincial Congress, because they allowed the Towns to 
send as many members to Congress as they thought pro- 
per, because those Towns near the Congress could keep 
more members at the Congress than those Towns that were 
remote, and by that means they could carry points in the 
- Congress as they pleased, to serve their own sinister ends; 
and further saith not. Joseph Cole, 

Isaac Sparrow. 

Barnstable, ss., June 16, A.D.lllh: 

Then Joseph Cole and Isaac Sparrow, after being care- 
fully examined and cautioned to tell the whQ.lejru.th, made, 
solemn oath to the truth of the within deposition, by them 
subscribed to, taken at the desire of severarinHabitants of 
the Town of Eastham, to be used in their Jbeha,ir at the 
Provincial Congress now sitting at Watertown ; the ad- 
verse party, Mr. Amos Knowles, Junior, being at Water- 
town aforesaid, not notified nor present at the taking this 
deposition. Before me : 

John Greenough, Justice of the Peace. 



Eastham, June 15, 1775. 

I, Jonathan Linnel, the 3d, of Eastham, oflawful age, 

testify, that I have, at divers times, heard Amos Knowles, 

Junior, of Eastham, exclaim against Congresses, and in 

particular, some time in April last, did hear Him say, if 
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this Province had chosen so many of the worst men in 
said Province, and they had studied to do mischief, they 
could pot have done more mischief , than the Continental 
Congress had done, and that the Continental Congress 
assumed more prerogative power than the British Parlia- 
ment had done. _ Further saith not. 

„-:-_„} r. : :;; r ; JONATHAN LlNNEL, 3d. 

Barnstable, ss., June 16, 1775: 

Then Jonathan .Linnet, the 3d, after being carefully ex- 
amined and cautioned to tell the whole truth, made solemn 
Oath to the truth of the above deposition, by him subscribed 
to, taken at the desire of several inhabitants of the Town 
of Eastham, to be used in their behalf at the Provincial 
Congress now sitting a;t Watertown; the adverse party, 
Mr. Amos Knowles, Junior, being at Watertown aforesaid, 
'not notified nor present at the taking this deposition. 

Before me : 

John Greenough, Justice of the Peace. 



Report of a Committee of the Provincial Congress on the 
"C" x ,:- r - .CorripJaint against Amos Knowles. 

The Committee appointed to consider the petition of 
Thomas .Twining, in behalf of himself and the Association 
of Eastham, praying that Mr. Amos Knowles, Junior, a 
member of this Congress, may be expelled his seat, after 
due notice given, have heard the parties and the allega- 
tions. 

It appears to this Committee, by depositions, and by the 
evidence of persons present, that Mr. Knoivles has, at sun- - 
dry times and at divers places, expressed himself against 
the Continental and Provincial Congresses, and has been 
one of the heads of a large party in said Eastham, .which 
parly have been esteemed by the other part of the people 
in that Tpwn, and by people in other Towns in that Coun- 
ty, unfriendly to the publick measures taken by the people 
of this Congress for the defence of their just, rights and 
liberties. .'...''' 

Mr. Knowles, in his defence/says, he has always been 
friendly to his Country, but has differed in sentiments from 
the people in his Town of the other party, who call them- 
selves VVliigs, ^s_ to the mode of redress. That there has 
been an unhappy party spirit prevailing there for some 
'time, appears; : ' 

. And Mr. Knowles says, there is prejudice in the minds 
of his opposefs arising from thence, and desires he may 
have opportunity of clearing his character nearer home, 
where, he says, he can produce a plenty of evidence in his 
favour. 

This Committee are therefore of the opinion, that Mr. 
Knowles leave his seat in this House, and have opportunity 
to procure the evidence he desires in his favour. 

Apd as it appears the Town of East ham are nearly di-- 
vided into parties, which may tend to the utter subversion 
of peace and good order there, unless means may be found 
for ;a happy settlement among them, this Committee there- 
fore are further of.the opinion, that the most likely method 
for accomplishing that desired effect is, that all the good 
people of Eastham., by their agents, chosen by themselves 
for each party respectively, attend the next meeting of the 
Committees of Correspondence for the County of Barn- 
stable, with such evidence .as they shall think proper, and 
endeavour a friendly settlement; and that it be recom- 
mended to the said Committee of Correspondence, that 
they use their best endeavours for the same ; and that the 
present dispute respecting Mr. Knowles's right to a seat, 
in the mean while subside. 

■ • ■ ■ (Not accepted.) 

REV. SAMUEL WEBSTER TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMIT- 
TEE OF SAFETT. 

: Temple, Jurie 21, 1775! 
• Gentlemen : I mentioned to you Mr. Isaac Howe, of 
New- Ipswich, as a person I imagined suitable to be ap- 
pointed Quartermaster of Colonel Read's Regiment. I 
have since seen j\Ii. Jlowc, and find be. is willing to take 
the place, which' I was doubtful of when I found that the 
wages was only three pounds per month. If you have not 
appointed one before this reaches you, I hope you will 



bear him in mind; he is, I think, a person of very good 
capacity and property, ha.s been in the Army, and has, as" 
he tells me, the approbation of Colonel Read, Vie is of fair 
character, and much used to publick business. I have said 
enough for me, and I trust you will da right. Pray, gen- 
tlemen, don't forget or neglect to give directions _to the 
Committee of Supplies to get ready, as socn.as possible, 
five hundred or one thousand bayonets. It is barbarous to 
let men be obliged to oppose bayonets with only gun-barrels, 
and perhaps no ammunition. If many are provided, they 
will suit somewhere ; an armourer will, soon fix the sight. 
Enough may be found* to make them, if they are set to 
work. A man that was in the engagement on Saturday, 
tells me they suffered egregiously for the want of bayonets, 
as well as powder and bull. It was a pretty feint in the 
Regulars to tell of attacking Dorchester, designing another 
course. I find stories are spread that reflect on the vigi- 
lance and even fidelity of those that led; I hope they 
were not disputing about rank. However this 'were, we 
learn that some brave officers and men, as well, as some 
few cowards, have found their rank by death* a universal 
leveller. I can scarce forbear being very serious and very 
long; but as you are, or ought to be, I am sensible, very 
busy, 1 have done, with only wishing that you may do al- 
ways right, and that God will reward you, and pity and 
save our distressed Country. With respect, 

Samuel Webster. 
To the Committee of Safety. 

P. S. The drought is hardly so severe here as at Exeter, 
but it is not thought there will be half a crop of hay. 



In Provincial Congress, Gharlesto-srn, S. C, ) 

. . - ' Thursday, Juna 22, 1775. \ 

Resolved, That all Absentees holding estates in "thi3 
Colony, except the sick, those above sixty, and" those un- 
der twenty-one years of age, ought forthwith to return to 
this Colony. 

Resolved, That no persons holding estates in this Colo- 
ny ought to withdraw from its service, without giving good 
and sufficient reasons for so doing to this Congress, or, 
during its recess, to the General Committee. 

Ordered, That the two foregoing Resolutions be print- 
ed and made publick. 

Peter Timothy, Secretary. 



TO THE PEOPLE OF HENRICO COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 

Friends and Fcllojv-Suffcrers : w 

The threatened force of ministerial vengeance having 
been at length exerted, the bloody standard erected, and 
the sword reeking hot with the blood of your brethren in 
the Massachusetts, threatening you, with the same fate, 
unless you prepare to repel lis efforts; there cannot want 
any inducement for your making the most vigorous exer- 
tions for that purpose. And 1 am sure there needs no argu-! 
ment to picture to you the horrours in which you may be 
involved, if, by a fatal indifference, yon sjioufd neglect to 
provide against the machinations, of your enemies, Whether, 
external or internal. The justice of the great and com- 
mon cause of America has been so fully and ably stated, 
so universally allowed, and so feebly denied, that I cannot 
suppose any of you ignorant thereof;, and in that belief shall 
not now take up any time in observing iipon ihaThead any 
other than the natural'rigbts of all mankind, in the. free en- 
joyment of personal security, personal liberty, and private 
property, together with the free disposal of the last men- 
tioned right, which are totally subverted by the assuming 
power of the British Parliament, are motives sufficient to 
justify opposition. I have for some time past observed the 
conduct of a few among you ; and though their. conduct Las 
pot yet had the evil tendency of influencing that of others, 
yet as the notoriety thereof may probably have a had effect 
unless guarded against in time, this has been one induce- 
ment for my addressing you upon that head, strengthened 
by considering the bad policy of reposing publick confidence 
in such men, And : it is to your indifference up"on that head 
that I would guard you against, being* sensible you have 
hitherto left nothing undone whereby to preserve in com- 
mon your rights and liberties; and it. is to snch men, and 
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such only, whose, consciences accuse them of not having and not more of them than are really sufficient for the in- 
taken an active part in endeavouring to preserve and de- habitants of the island. Notwithstanding, my countrymen, 
lend the liberties of their Country, that I would retort the the General Congress, in September last, resolved we should 
whole force of my former arguments, happy that they not have any commercial intercourse with any American 
wqgJd work the desired effect. The good people of Vir- who would not approve of that General Association, two 
gima have ever been zealously attached to the present vessels from the Island of Nantucket have lately entered 
royal family ; and. you, gentlemen, have always borne an within our capes to carry provisions and" coal to those foes 
active part, in conjunction with the rest of the Counties in to American liberty. With propriety, I conceive they 
tins Colony, in avowing and expressing, your attachment merit that 'appellation, as they never acceded to the re- 
and allegiance upon every occasion. And notwithstanding solves of the Congress. One is a large schooner called 
the^artful suggestions of all internal enemies, sensible 1 am the J)iana,"of one hundred tons, commanded by Captain 
, ,„» ,i a j„ _r.u._ n.i •■ ,. Forgers, which is gone up the Bay of Chesapeake to load 



that the good people of this Colony wish not any diminution 
of the constitutional authority of the Crown, or to break off 
that connexion with the Mother Country so essential to the 
interests, of both. .Why, then, will persons pretending the 
most, zealous attachment and firmest adherence to the just 
cause of America, and putting on professions foreign from 
their hearts, stand forth and endeavour to gain (he confi- 
dence of a too much deluded people? To what purpose, 
Other than that of exerting their weak efforts to destroy 
that unanimity at present so conspicuous throughout .this 
Colony and Jlmerira, can such persons put on such ap- 
pearances? " Ask such persons to enter themselves, as 
volunteers in the great cause of American freedom, and 
they will tell you they have taken the oath of allegiance, 
and cannot; or rather, I suppose, have taken an implicit 
oalh.of passive obedience, and will not. Now let such 
persons bear in mind the doctrine avowed by that very 
authority which is now endeavouring to enslave us— I 
mean the Parliament of Great Britain; "That an endea- 
vour to'subvert the Constitution of the Kingdom, by break- 
ing the. original contract between King and" People, and 
violating the fundamental laws, was sufficient-for the Peo- 
ple, tp preserve them trr despite of any authority whatever." 
Still more apparent, from a supposition that the Constitu 



with Indian corn. The "other is "in J«»jes "River, and I 
think a schooner of fifty tons, named "the Litth John, 
Joshua Bunker, master; the captain of which applied to 
one of our Representatives for a load of coal, who abso- 
lutely refused to sell him one' bushel, nobly resolving to 
sacrifice his private interest .whenever jt clashes with "the 
liberties of America, Such is. the unanimity in this Colo- 
ny, that I. think my countrymen will convince the Island 
of Nantucket, and the venal wretches of Ministry, that 
neither money nor menaces, whh every invention their tor- 
tured imagination may pursue, shall everbiduce^s to in- 
fringe the resolves of that august assembly, or deviate from 
the cause of America. -~- ■■-. _- .■;_-_-^-_-.--' .■- 

I am, with great sincerity, your friend and well-wisher, 

A Virginian. 



SAMUEL ADAMS TO' ELBRIDGE GERRY. 

Thilauelphia, June 22, 1775. 

Mr dear Sir: Our patriotick General Washington will 
deliver this letter to you. The Massachusetts Delegates 
have jointly given to him a list of the names of certain 



de-Camp to, the General. I regret his leaving this City ; 
but have the satisfaction of believing tbatjie will add great, 
spirit to our Army. Time will riot admit of my adding at 
present more than that I am, your affectionate friend, 

*Sahij"EI_ j 4pams, 
Elbridge Gerry, Esq., Watertown. ^ : . '! 



gentlemen in whom He may place the greate.st confidence, 
tion is founded upon Jiberty, andif they do not depart from Among these you are one. Major General Zee and Major 
their former principles, we may yet have the satisfaction. of Mifflin accompany the General. They are a triumvirate 
distinguishing between our friends and enemies. which will please the circle of our friends. Mifflin is Aid- 

Th.us, my countiymen, have I, by a sketch of the politi- 
cal jsentimenjs of this ^ endeavoured to. set them before 
you in the^ clearest point of view ; and I Could heartily wish 
that .some abfe peirjiad taken up the subject before me, 
for which I have wafted with great expectation for some 
time past. But ascitis of great .concern that such persons 
should receive. every mark of discountenance and dises- 
teem, they will, I .]iojie,_be carefully observed in future, 
and not be siifferedTo enlarge upon that confidence already 
entrusted b them, ;or to deviate from your own avowed 
principles, raid down foTthem to act by— I mean your "pro- 
fessed detenjiination^Q.f living and dying freemen. .-. 

Being influenced to this address by nothing but an ardent 
zeal for the prosperity of the common cause, grammatical 
erroprs wijl be unnojice.d by you, and nothing regarded but 
the jnteiition of birn \yjio wishes at all times to prove him- 
Sf? 'i -■■■*■ = ^ =--..=-- A Friend to Liberty, 



..." ~- "" '.. " y_ Williamsburgh, Virginia, Juno 22, 1775. 

Friends and, Countrymen : 

The. British Ministry, with unrelenting rigour, continue 
to persecute, the brave Americans. Every device that 
majevolerjce^cpuld suggesT, they adopt to divide the Colo- 
nies., who now groan under, the rod of tyranny. You are 
not strangers to the bill whiclijias. lately obtained the Royal 
assent, for restraining the Neiv-Eng/and Fishery, whose 
chief support depends on that beneficial trade; nor the ex- 
emption of the Island ol Nantucket, which lies about thirty 
miles from the Massachusetts ; an island extremely well 
calculated to i refresh' lhp_B_ritfsh fishing vessels, and there- 
by enable. them to rob us of "all the advantage arising from 
that useful commerce. That island ha.s never accetied 
to the gra nd ^werteara-Association, so highly necessary at 



GENERAL CHARLES LEE TO LORD HARJ^GTOn" "'""' 
_, . PhiladelpWa, June "§2, 1.775. 

To the Right Honourable Lord Viscount Harrington, 
His Majesty's Secretary at War : . . ; ;■-' v "" ' " 

My Lord : Although I can by no means subscribe to 
the opinion of divers people hi" the 'world, thataal officer 
on half pay is to be considered in the service, yet rtbink . 
it a point of delicacy to pay a deference to this opinion, 
erroneous _ and absurd" as it is. I therefore apprize your 
Lordship in the most publick and solemn; manner, that I 
do renounce my half pay from the date hereof. .At the 
same time, I beg leave to assureyour Lordship; that when- 
ever it shall please His Majesty to call me forth to any 
honourable service against the natural her^itary enemies " 
of our Country, or in defence of his just fights.and dignity, ' 
no man will obey the righteous summons with more, zeal 
and alacrity than myself'; but the present measures seem, 
to me so absolutely subversive of the rights and liberties 
of every individual -subject," so destructive, to the whole 
Empire at large, and ultimately so ruinous to His^ Majes- 
ty's own person", dignity, and family, that J. think myself 
obliged, in conscience, as a citizen, Englishman" and sol- 
dier of- a. free State, to exert Iffy utmost to defeat them,. 
I most devoutly pray tp Almighty God to direct His Ma- 
jesty into measures more consonant to his interest and hon- 



this importirnrhour for baffling the " "iiisidioas"projeTts of" p * y d more condl,c,Ve t0 the happiness and glory of his 
Bute, North, and Mansfield, with their disgraceful advo- T. C ' i a ' i. j- , ., ' 

cate_s, who are traitoMm the British Constitution, and im- ' ^ my ^ y ° Ur m ° St ° bed,ent llUn,ble scrvatn > 
mical to the.rights.of man kind. ',:,-' '' 

Thenohkchainpions'of freedom, the General Congress,' 
recommend jo_ill tlie friends of America to" exert the 
greatest vigilance to preve nt the people of Nantucket from ' 

purchasing provisiofTroT necessaries, of any kind, except Dear General: Last night I was honoured by the 
fr0 Z ^P* bo ^ Ile PeopIe.pf the Massachusetts, receipt of your obliging letter of 17th instant I shall obey 



Charles Lej.. 
horatio gates to general washington. 

Traveller's Rest, June 20, 1775. 
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yOuffeWfiriUnds with all possible expedition, and hope to 
be in Philadelphia Thursday next, and wish earnestly to 
find you there. I must take the liberty to entreat it of 
yoa,riof to leave the Congress until you are provided, not 
only with all the powers, but all the means their power 
dan bestow. .If it is .indispensably necessary you should 
leave Philadelphia before I get there, I hope to find with 
pq.Ionel Harrison your positive and particular commands, 
in' regard to any business you may leave unsettled behind 
you. The request for the riflemen was well received in this 
Province/and in Maryland. Major Stevenson commands 
brie of the companies from hence, and I believe, Captain 
Morgan.the other, both excellent for the service. Colonel 
' 'Cresap told me on Monday morning that his son had 
eighty riflemerr ready to march ; those go for one of the 
companies from Maryland. Immediately upon the arrival 
of your express, 1 despatched your packets to your brother 
and Colonel Stephen. If their answers don't come in half 
an hour, I will bring them with me. 

- .My grateful .thanks .are most respectfully due to the Con- 
gress, for the very handsome manner in which they con- 
ferred thejr commission. - 

I Will not intrude more upon that time which is now so 
precious to you, only to assure you I will not lose a moment 
in paying you my personal attendance. 

With the greatest respect for your character, and the 
sincerest attachment to your person, I am, dear General, 
your most faithful and obedient humble servant, 

' ' , - . ,' " Horatio Gates. 

To the President and Members of the Provincial Congress 
.. :■ ■'.' i'-'£->:'~.-.°f ih e Province_of New-York: 

The Memorial of William Elphinston, Conductor of 
"_ Ordfiance Stores, humbly sheweth : 

That your memorialist was. taken prisoner at Crown 
Point, on the 1 lth of May last, by a detachment of the 
Provincial Army. After which' event, finding that "those 
persons who formerly were very desirous of purchasing 
his .bills, refused to purchase any more, he obtained a pass 
for corning to Neiv- York. Since his arrival here, he finds 
that ^'e^CpntraentaJ r Congress have published a resolve 
forbidding any one to negotiate bills for the pay of any 
officer In the "Army or Navy. By this means your memo- 
rialist is reduced t.o. the want of every thing. The nett 
amount of your memorialist's pay is one guinea per week. 
Therefore your memorialist earnestly entreats you will be 
so good as to take his case into consideration, and to allow 
liim so m.uch_subsistence as to your wisdom and goodness 
shall appear reasonable, until such time as permission is 
granted for negotiating bills in the usual way. And your 
' memorialist, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, Sic. 

William Elphinston, 
Conductor of Ordnance Stores. 
Now-York", June 3-J, 1775. 



. ELtSHA PHELPS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
.. . •'»,;>" ', ■ " "-._",-.. . Albany, June 22, 1775. 

May it please your Honours: According to a resolve 
of the .Honourable Continental Congress, concerning the 
appointment of Commissaries, &tc, his Honour, Jonathan 
Trumbull,. Esq., Governour and Commander-in-Chief in 
and over His Majesty's English Colony of Connecticut, 
has appointed mo to be Commissary for the Northern 
Army, and commissionated me accordingly, to receive 
at Albany, and forward the supplies of provisions for the 
forces at Lake Ch.amplain, from the Provincial Congress of 
New-York-, ._ , . - 

Having arrived at Albany for that purpose, find. Mr. 
Bleeckef' commissary of the stores, (by yourselves already 
provided,) absent ; and no supplies for said Troops (as I 
Can understand) are in this place, but in Mr. Bleeder's, 
custody;. and his. deputy refuses to resign said stores to 
me, as he has no direction for the same." Therefore, it is 
not inrhy power to forward supplies, &c, according to my 
commission, and the resolve of the Continental Congress. 
Beg leave t<3~ apply to you for advice in the premises, and 
as the rjecessityDf the case seems to require it, hope for a. 
speedy answer, Mr. Strong, acting commissary hereto- 
fore, has purchased about thirty head of fat cattle for the 
use of said Troops, and now draws on me for pay, I have 



applied to the Committee in this place, but find no provi- 
sion "made for that purpose. Pray your Honours to send 
money for the same, or to direct, as you in your "wisdom 
shall think proper. _ _ "; 

Interim am your Honours' humble servant, 

Elisha Phelps. 

To the Honourable Provincial Convention for the Prov- 
ince of New-York. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM WETHERSFJELD, CONNECTI- 
CUT, TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED JUNE 

22, 1775. " : " 

Before this you must know, I conclude, that there has 
been a battle, in which fell the honourable, the noble Doc- 
tor Warren._ For fear you may not have the particulars, 
I will endeavour in part to relate to you how the affair was, 
according to the best accounts.! can gather by letters from 
the camp. Last Friday afternoon orders were, issued for 
about eighteen hundred of the Provincial Troops, and two 
hundred of the Connecticut, to parade themselves at six 
o'clock, with one day's" provision, equipped with packs, 
blankets, Sic. Their orders were given at nine o'clock, 
and they marched with their teams, trenching tools, Sib., ' 
on Bunker's Hill, to heave up an intrenchmeht, which 
you are sensible is near the water, ships, &c, They 
worked most surprisingly that night, and were 5 _discovered 
at sunrise by a sailor from the mast-head. .The British 
Army commenced a heavy fire from Copp's Hill, near 
Cutler's Church, in Boston, and from all theships which 
could be brought to play, which continued till near night. 

About one o'clock, A. M., the Americans at Cambridge 
heard that the Regulars were landing from their floating 
batteries. The alarm was sounded, and they .were ordered, 
down to the breastwork at Charlestown ; and Captain 
Chester writes me, that before it was possible for him to 
gel there, the battle had begun in eafifest, an<J:cHnhon "and 
musket balls were plenty about their ears. Chester and my 
brother were both in the engagement. _- They re-ehforced 
our men that had left the breastwork in fine order, .though 
they passed through the cannonading of the ships, bombs, 
chain-shot, ring-shot, &c; 'but then their superloiir number 
of artillery and men, (for 'they were three to_twp,) forced 
our men to retreat, after a warm engagement of an hour 
and a half. Thank Heaven, but few pf our men fell, con- 
sidering the advantages they had over" us, our men being 
much fatigued with working at. the intrenchments, and I 
believe not in the best, preparation to meet..^ an enemy. 
The British Troops, to their eternal disgrace, "sTiame, "and 
barbarity, set Charlestoim on fire with torches,, 

My brother says we were obliged to retreat to Prospect 
Hill, (alias Winter Hill,) where we made a stand, and de- 
clared we would all die before we would retreat any farther; 
but the British Troops did not think fit to come put from 
under the protection of their shipping." The loss of Ame- 
ricans is supposed to be, of wounded, missing, and slain, 
about one hundred and twenty. A large, genteel, well- 
dressed gentleman, who first mounted our breastwork, was 
overset by one of our impudent Americans, who took so 
good aim as to prevent his ever mourning another, as he- 
tumbled him into the intrenchment just as he cried, ,( the 
day is our own.' 5 . . . 

We greatly rejoice to hear of the coming of the good, 
the brave, and great General Washington, and shall receive 
him with open arms. . .. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN AT STOCK- 
BRIDGE TO A GENTLEMAN OF THE CONTINENTAL CON- 
GRESS, DATED JUNE 22, 1775. 

A firm fouadatiori now turns up to view for the Influence 
of the Stockbridge Indians amongst the Six Nations; and 
matters stand well with the Canadian Indians?, '■ If I had 
time I would relate to you every particular of what befel 
the messengers of our Indians to the Six Nations and the 
Canadian Indians. To be short, they were taken and bound 
by the Regulars, and carried into Montreal, where, by a 
Court-Martial, they were condemned to be hanged for a 
slight suspicion that they were sent to engage the Indians 
to fall upon the Regulars. This event turned much to our 
advantage, and has fully fixed the minds of the Indians there 
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against the Regulars,. High threatening words passed be- 
tween the General and the Indian Sachems, who were 
raised far and near on the occasion, and a wonderful spirit 
of benevolence appeared towards the young men that were 
taken by the Indians there. They told them in the strong- 
est terms, that they would take their place, and would 
die for them. The whole story is very affecting.- The 
Indian Sachems told the General: You have offered us 
money to fight for you, but we would not take it, as we 
would have nothing to do with your quarrel ; but now we 
shall know who, arejonr enemies. If you think it best for 
you to hang these our. brothers, that came a great way to 
see us, do it ; but remember, we shall not forget it. Upon 
these threatenings they thought it best to let the prisoners 
go,' who got away with some difficulty. The Canadian 
Indians_Jmhex told our Indians, that if they did fight at 
all, they would fight agaTnstThe Regulars, for they did not 
like them. 



r EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE COMMITTEE OF CORRES- 
PONDENCE AT PLYMOUTH, TO THE COMMITTEE OF PRO- 
VIDENCE, RHODE-ISLAND, DATED JUNE 22, 1775. 

We have a. letter come to Town from Saco, giving an 
account of two vessels with provisions from Gage, under 
the protection of a tender, having arrived at that place in 
order to exchange said provision for lumber. The Commit- 
tee of that Town considered of the propriety of. suffering 
them to. trade, and from necessity were obliged to admit 
them; after this they discovered great partiality in regard 
to the persons with whom they contracted, which at once 
created such uneasiness as. to determine the people to seize 
the. two vessels, and fire the cutter, which, however, they 
failed, in. She hove up her anchors, proceeded down the 
river some distance from the Town, where she again-an- 
chored ; but was soon so "Warmly "attacked from the shore 
as to be obliged, to slip her cables and pusn dowtf; in her 
way she boarded a small .coasting sloop, Captain Tobey, 
from Sandwich} and obliged him to undertake the pilotage 
of the vessel out of. the river; but before getting out they 
boarded a schooner, Captain Avery, from Norwich, and 
took. him also on board. In the mean time the people of 
Saco fitted out tvvo^armed vessels, which pursued the ene- 
my, und soon after getting clear of the land they discovered 
and made for each other. The tender did'not suppose them 
.to be armed till they approached each other, when the mas- 
ter threatened to discharge a brace of balls through Cap- 
tain Tobey unless Jie would swear to take up bis gun in 
defence ofjhe-vespl ; who replied," that as be engaged 
only.as.a pilot, he should refuse. The master then excused 
hjmy and thr eat ened Avery in like manner, and he was 
obliged to comply. The first .volley from our armed ves- 
sel killed, poor Averffsud the infernal Captain, which put 
the 1 people into: such consternation that they descended 
inift the jwldjj&bin^ Stc^ and were boarded and earned 
infc_iSacQ._T]^Dunjb r e,r :.o.f men taken on board the tender 
is not mentioned ; she Had four. three pounders, twelve 
swivels, forty or fifty muskets, as many cutlasses, and a 
number of pistols. . . .-■ 



GENERAL WARD TO. MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Head-Quarters, June 22, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I. received your favour of the twentieth 
instant, suggesting to. my serious"consideration whether it 
is not proper and expedient to order a regiment or more 
from the camp at Roxbury. I have this day, in company 
with General Putnam, been over to Roxbury, and con- 
sulted witjj^GingTali^,^^^^, Spencer, and Heath, who 
are fully in opinion that they have no forces to spare, not- 
withstanding we are re-enforced to-day by the arrival of 
Colonel. Glover' & Regiment homMarblehcad. But if the 
honourable Congresotill judge that it is best one. regiment 
or more §h_ouM be ordered to this^camp, it will be cheer- 
fully complied with. _ It is thought best, if any regiment 
be removed, it should be Colonel Parsons's, of the Con-: 

necticut forc es. ._..._ 

I am, gentlemen, with .respect, youT most humble ser- 
vant, " * " Artemas Ward. 
To the Honourable James Warren, President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress, sitting at Watertown. ~ 



B. GREENLEAF TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. ' 
•■ - -.---. ..Newbury port, June 22, 1775. 

Gentlemen-; We understand that you have desired our 
Selectmen to send the Town stock of powder to Cambridge, 
saving only one pound for each man. You, perhaps, are 
not aware that we'have lately delivered four half barrels 
to the order of Congress, and six more to that of the Com- 
mittee of Supplies, part of which vve were "encourajeif to 
hope should soon have been replaced. We Fa ve likewise 
furnished our men, who have joined the Army and three 
large parties who were volunterrs on the several alarms 
that have been made, with cartridges sufficient for their 
purpose, s considerabje part whereof were: never returned. 
By these means our stock is Bo much reduced as to occa- 
sion us great uneasiness, inasmuch as it must prevent our 
executing some plans we had meditated for the publick 
good ; besides, many of our inhabitants are apprehensive of 
danger from cutters and other armed vessels, the Admiral 
having, as it is. said, given oursome threats?" We have been 
at considerable expense in preparing some light cannon for 
action, and we are now about erecting a small battery or 
breastwork, with three or four heavier cannon, which can 
be procured, to defend ourselves a~gainsr any attacks by 
water. But all that we have yet done, and are about to 
do, will, be to no purpose, unless we can have a few barrels 
of powder ready at hand. We are 'therefore very loath to 
part with the little we have, unless the publick cause ren- 
ders it absolutely necessary, in which case we shall readily 
give up the last ounce, the destruction of this Town being 
a trivial matter in our estimation, compared with a final de- 
feat of the Army. However, as it can at any time be con- 
veyed to Cambridge in eight or nine hours from the time 
of our having notice, we hope it may be agreeable to let it 
remain here for the present, that so weTnay have the privi- 
lege of using it in our own defence if there should be occa- 
sion be/ore it; is wanted in the Army. T am, gentlemen, 
your most obedient servant. . , 

By order of the Committee of this Town: 

B. Greenleaf. 



STEPHEN HOOPER TO MASS ^CHU^ETTS CONGRESS. 

JS'ewhuryport, June 22, 1775. 

Sir : In a letter I received yesterday from a Committee 
in the Town of Portsmouth, in New-Hampshire, I am ac- 
quainted with their having received fifty barrels of flour 
from Baltimore for the use of your suffering brethren in 
Boston, with directions to deliver the same Jo my order, 
and that the flour now waits my pleasure. They also ac- 
quaint me of. their inclination to purchase it for the use pf 
their own Troops. I should therefore be glad to receive 
the opinion of the Congress, relative to its disposal, as soon 
as may be, as the aforementioned Commit_tee_ wait, my 
answer. I am, Sic. " Stephen .Hooper, 

To the President of the Congress. V" 



Cambridge, June_22, 1775. 
Last Friday night a detachment from our Army began 
an inirenchment on an eminence behvf' BjunkerHill, about 
a mile to the northward of the' centre of ~th§" Town of 
Charlestown, .-The enemy appeared to be jnuch .alarmed, 
on Saturday morning, when they discovered our" opera- 
tions, and immediately began a heavy cannonading from a 
battery on Copp's Hill, Boston, and from thej bips in. the 
harbour. Our people, with little loss /continued to carry 
on the works till one. o'clock, P. M L on : SaturSffy. "when 
they discovered a large body of the enemy crossing Charles 
River from Boston. They landed on a poinfof land about 
a mile" eastward of our intrenchmenf, ah JlmmeilmteTy dis- 
posed their Army for an attack; previous to which they 
set fire to the Town pf Charlestown^ It is isupplised the 
enemy intended to attack us under cover of the smoke 
from the burning houses, the wind, favouring 'them in "such 
a design fwhile, on the other side, their Army was extended 
northward towards Misticlc River, with an apparent design 
of surrounding our men within the works, and of cutting 
off any assistance intended for their: relief. They were° 
however, in some measure, counteracted in thisjdesign, and 
drew their Army into close order. As the enemy approach- 
ed, our men were not only exposed to the attack of a very 
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numero'us..'"ftusketry, but lb the heavy fire of the battery on 
'Copp's Hill, four or five men-of-war, several armed boat's 
er "flpajjng batteries in Mistick River, and a number of 
field-pieces ; notwithstanding which, our Troops within the 
intrenchment, and at a breastwork without, sustained the 
ebefny's attacks with real bravery and resolution, killed and 
vvounded great numbers, and repulsed them several times; 
and after bearing for about two hours as severe and heavy 
a fire as perhaps ever was known, and many having fired 
away all their ammunition, they were overpowered by num- 
bers and obliged to leave the intrenchment, retreating about 
sunset ta J a, small distance over Charlestown Neck. Our loss, 
from the best information we can obtain, does not exceed 
fifty killed, and about twenty or thirty taken prisoners. 
-. The Town of Charlestown, supposed to contain about 
three hundred dwelling-bouses, a great number of which 
were large and elegant, besides one hundred and fifty" or 
two hundred other, buildings, are almost all laid in ashes. 

The enemy yet remain in possession of Charlestown, and 
have, erected works for their defence on Bunker Hill. It 
Is .said. tli cy have brought over some of their Light-horse 
from Boston. 

Our Troops continue in high spirits. They are fortify- 
ing a very nigh hill about a mile and a half from this Town, 
and within cannon-shot of the enemy on Hunker Hill. 



GEN. EOLSOM TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE 0F\ SAFETY. 

'.'.-'..'"*'!" "'■'.' ' Medford, June 22, 1775. 

' Gentlemen; I arrived here Tuesday morning, and im- 
mediately waited on the Captain-General, who chose to 
fix the New-Hampshire Troops in this quarter and Winter 
Hill ; yesterday was taken up in providing barracks for the 
companies just come in. 

I am. informed our Troops behaved gallantly in the late 
engagernent. " The Continent has sustained a. heavy loss in 
Doctor Joseph Warren, who is. missing, and it is said was 
killed In the trench beyond Bunker Hill. Major Mc Clary 
Was kihed^fjy an accidentaLshot from one of the ships some 
time after our people h.ad made their retreat. The whole 
loss sustained.by the Provincials is about seventy-five killed 
and taken, and about one hundred and twenty-five wound- 
ed—about .twenty-five of them mortally. 

I. enclose you an account of the loss sustained by Colonel 

' lieqd's Regiment, and request that the sufferers may be 
imrriediately supplied .with their necessary clothing, he. 
Colonel Stark was requested to make a like return of his 
Regiment, hut he has not yet doneit ; he tells me he had 
fifteen rnqji killed, and.forty-five wounded. I shall send as 
many of Colonel Poor's Regiment on duty to Winter Hill 

'this morning, as intrenching tools can be found for ; there is 
" a great 'scarcity of those things here. It is highly necessary 
our Troops should have their tents as soon as possible ; they 
have no shelter from the rain on Winter Hill. What tents 
are finished, if .but few, should be sent forward as soon as 
possible, with as many spades, shovels, and pick-axes, as 
can be got in readiness, and some bullets and flints. I can 
get no regular account of the loss the King's Troops sus-^- 
tained. . One J\Ir. Qradford writes to Colonel Lincoln from 
Hingkam, the nineteenth instant; he says: "Yesterday I 
came out of Boston a,t two o'clock, A. M. I heard the offi- 
cers and soldiers. say that they were sure they had a thou- 
sand ornijjre killed.and wounded ; that they were carrying 
the worn djjdjpep from four o'clock, Saturday, till I came 
. away. General Howe commanded the Troops. They buried 
their dead a.t. (Jfiarlestoipn. .Among their dead was Major 
Pitcairn; a great many other officers are dead. There were 
five thousand soldierswent from Boston; the soldiers and 

. officerjjixTiit very much upon taking our lines. 

A messenger I sent, to Head-Quarters for intrenching 
tools is just returned, and informs me he cannot get one;' 
therefore must further urge the necessity of forwarding them 
immediately. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servanf, 

Nathaniel Folsom. 

. To the Committee of Safety at Exeter. 

P. S. According to your directions I inquired at Head- 
Quarters the rank of the General Officers, and inform you 
that.Mr. WariL is Captain-General, Mr. Thomas Lieut. 
General, and the other Generals are; Major-Generals, 



CHARLES CITY COUNTY (VIRGINIA) CO"MMITTEr.. " 

June 23, 1775. 

To the Gentlemen of the Committee and Freeholders of 
Buckingham County, Vircinia: 

= Gentlemen : Being fully sensible of the obligation we 
are under to you, by your generosity and human it J? in oiFer- 
ing us an asylum in the bosom of your friendship, at a time 
when all the evils of a civil war are precipitately approach- 
ing; and knowing we must be involved by our situation j"n 
much greater difficulties than you ; how can we longer 
restrain the spring of gratitude within the compass of our 
own breasts ? . 

We observe, gentlemen, in our papers, an address from 
you to the people in the lower part of the Country, in- 
viting them to make use of your plantations for the safety 
"and refuge of their wives and little ones, wilji all things 
they think fit to carry witb^them for their support. Such 
an instance of tender and brotherly feeling must convey an 
idea of the noblest disposition, and unequalled affection in . 
you; and such an example who would not, in every situa- 
tion of life, anxiously endeavour to follow. 

Permit us, then, gentlemen, in the fulness of our grati- 
tude, to inform you how much we are obliged to you; - and 
that if the unhappy differences between us and our Parent 
State should so increase as to compel us to the necessity of 
accepting your offer, we shall, with the risk of our. lives, 
endeavour to secure your region from the tyranny now threat- 
ened. So shall yours and ours enjoy the same blessing— - 
one safety — till our gracious. Sovereign is again pleased to 
communicate to all his people the generous language of 
unity and peace. ;•: 

That you may long enjoy" every blessing this little life 
can give, and that the impending dangers Almighty Gad 
may yet vouchsafe to avert, is the ardent and daily prayer 
of, gentlemen, your much obliged and most affectionate 
countrymen. " " ...-..,,-. 

By order of the Committee of Charles City County. 

Wm. G. Munford, 
Samuel Harwood, - 
John Tyler. 



" ALBANY COMMITTEE TO MASSACHUSETTS C"ONGRESS. 

Albany Committee .Chamber, June 23, 1775.. 

Brethren: We have received a vague and uncertain 
account from your Colony, of an engagement which your 
Troops have had with the enemies of our Country at or near 
Charlestown. As we feel ourselves" deeply interested in 
every event affecting the general wear of America, it gives 
us great pleasure that (though with the loss of many hrave 
men) you have been able, if our information Be true, to 
drive, with considerable loss, the tools of tyranny and op- 
pression back to their asylum. Strongly impressed with 
the warmest disposition to cultivate harmony with you, and, 
if necessary, to afford you all the assistance in our power, 
we have therefore sent you this by Mr. Price, in TJrder to 
receive from you a circumstantial detail of the late engage- 
ment and its consequences. ...._- 

May that God who has so often signally espoused our" 
cause in the arduous struggle for liberty and humanity, still 
continue to you his gracious guidance/and protection. 

We expect daily an attack upon Ticonderoga from Ca- 
nada. ' .'.*'.. 

We are at a loss to know what must be done with the 
donations collected in this City for the poor of Boston; "and 
beg to be informed by you, as the chief of the contributions 
are in grain, whether we shall dispose of it here, and con- 
vert it into casb, or otherwise wait your directions." 

We are, brethren, your very humble servants. 

By order of the Committee : Samuel Stringer, 

Chairman :pfcr tempore. 
To the Provincial Congress of the Colony ontfassachu- 

setts-Bay if sitting, or 'otherwise to the Committee of 

War at Cambridge or elsewhere. 



New- York, June 23, f/75. _ 

Mr. Holt: The County of Cumberland, in this Prov- 
ince, having been represented as inimical to the proceed- 
ings of the late Continental Congress at Philadelphia, 
and to the several Provincial Congresses since held, in. the 
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respective British Colonies in America, in defence of their 
ju^t rights and freedom ; you are desired to publish in the 
New- York Journal the following Proceedings and Resolu- 

• , O CI 

tions of a General Committee, consisting of the Commit- 
tees of a number of Towns, by which the whole .County 
was well represented at a meeting in October last. The 
long delay of the publication was occasioned by some un- 
fair practices of a small but mischievous party, together 
with the remote situation of the County from the City of 
New- York. "_ 

At a meeting of the Committees from a number of 
Townships in the County of Cumberland , and Province 
of New- York, held at the County-Hall, at Westminster, 
on the 19th and 20tlv_of October, 1774, to consider a Let- 
ter very lately received from Mr, Isaac Low, Chairman of 
the Committee of Correspondence of New-York, dated 
A/fly -21 st, 1774, to consult on measures proper to be taken 
at this important day : present, eighteen Delegates from 
twelve Towns. 

Colonel John Hazeline chosen Chairman. 

After having read Mr. Chairman Low's Letter, and the 
Act of the British Parliament in laying a duty or tax on 
Tea, for the purpose of raising a revenue in America, the 
Boston Port Bill, so called, and divers other late 'Acts of 
iheBritish Parliament'; sundry debates being had thereon, 

Voted, That John Grout, Esquire, Mr. Joshua Webb, 
Doctor Paul Spooncr, Mr. Edward, Harris, and Major 
William Williams, be a Committee to take into considera- 
tion the aforesaid Letter, and divers aforesaid Acts, and 
report to this meeting. Who reporte'd as follows: 

This County being in its infant state, contending with 
the hardships "of subduing the wilderness, and converting it 
into fruitful _fields, l>eing situated here hi a corner, at a 
considerable remove from the populous, civilized parts of 
the Country, conceive they, by their own experience, in a 
small degree feel the sufferings of their ancestors. 

The first planters in America endured hunger, cold, 
and other distresses, until they, by their arduous industry, 
found suitable relief from their bountiful fields and their 
own expenses; and as. the people of this County were 
chiefly born in some one or other of the New-England 
Provinces, and conceive them to be at least as loyal to the 
King as any subjects he can boast of, are surprised to find, 
by the late Acts of Parliament, that all Americans are de- 
prived of that great right of calling that their own, which 
they by their industry have honestly acquired ; are sur- 
prised to find a power arise in Britain, which, with impu- 
nity say, they have a right to bind the Colonies in all cases 
whatsoever, and attempt to~ exercise that authority, by 
taking, at their pleasure, the properties of the King's Ame- 
rican .subjects without their consent; especially since some 
of the former Kings of Great Britain by charter granted 
to their subjects in New-England, their heirs, and assigns, 
and all others who .should settle within certain bounda- 
ries, divided into Colonies, all the liberties and privileges 
of natural . frge-b£>rn subjects of England; yet, notwith- 
standing this, that such a power should arise under the 
mere inspection of the King, unrebuked, to claim all 
American \aroperiy , and actually to take as much as they 
please, in direct breach of the solemn compact between a 
former King, on his part, and his successors, made with 
the first, planters of these Colonies, and others that after 
should be born among them, or join them, or be born on 
the seas when going thither; and we do not conceive those 
whose rights are as aforesaid solemnly declared, are more 
sacred in respect of the security of their property, than 
the right of this and other. Colonies whose rights are only 
natural as British subjects; for he, who has nothing but 
what another has power at pleasure lawfully to take away 
from Turn, has nothing that he can call his own, and is, in 
the fullest sense oF the word, a slave — a slave to him \vbo 
has such power ; and as no part of British America stipu- 
lated to settle as slaves, the. privileges of British subjects 
are their privileges, and whoever endeavours to deprive 
them of their privileges is guilty of treason against the 
Americans, as well as the British Constitution. There- 
fore Resolved, 

i. That as truejrnd loyal subjects of our gracious Sover- 
eign, King George the Third of Great Britain, &c, we 
will spend our lives and fortunes. in his service. 



It. That as we will defend our King while he reigns 
over us, bis subjects, and wish his reign may lie long and 
glorious, so we will defend our just rights, as British sub- 
jects, against every pow y er that shall attempt to deprive us 
of them, while breath is in our nostrils, and blood in our 
veins. 

..in. That considering the late Acts of the British Par- 
liament for blocking up the Port of Boston, he, which we 
view,as arbitrary and unjust, inasmuch as the Parliament 
have sentenced them unheard, and dispensed with all the 
modes.of Jaw and justice which we think necessary to dis- 
tinguish between lawfully obtaining right for property in- 
jured, and arbitrarily enforcing to comply with their will, 
(be it right o.r wrong.) we resolve to assist the people 
of Boston in defence of their liberties to_tlie.uirnost.o_f pur 
abilities. 

iv. Sensible that the" strength of our opposition to the 
late. Acts consists in a uniform, manly, steady, and deter- 
mined mode of procedure, we will bear testimony against 
and discourage all riotous, tumultuous, and unnecessary 
mobs which tend to injure the persons or properties of 
harmless Individuals; but endeavour to treat those persons 
whose abominable principles and actions. show them to be 
enemies to American liberty, as loathsome animals not fit 
to be touched or to have any society or connection with.. 

v. Resolved, That we choose, a Committee to corres- 
pond with the other Committees, of Correspondence of 
this Province and elsewhere, and that Mr. Joshua Webb, 
John Grout, Esquire, Deacon John, Sessions, Major Wil- 
liam Williams, and Captain Jacob Hoisington, be a Com- 
mittee as aforesaid. 

vi. Resolved, That the thanks, of this Committee. Be 
given to the Committee of Correspondence in. the. capital., 
of this Province, for the notice they have taken of this 
infant County. 

vn. Resolved, That Mr. Chairman forward these Re-" 
solves to. Mr. Low, Chairman of tTie. Committee of Cor- 
respondence at Ntiv-York, and communicate _to him by 
Letter the reasons why his Letter to the Supervisors of this _ 
County was answered no sooner.;. . .... . '... ... 

viii. , Resolved, That Colonel Hqzeltine, the Chair- 
man, have the thanks of this Committee for Jjjs good ser- 
vices as Chairman,. 

The above Report being divers times read, paragraph 
by paragraph, . "■ 

Voted, nemine contradicente, That the same be accept- 
ed as the sense of this meeting, and as their Resolves. 

By order of the Convention : '."""' 

John Hazeltine, Chairman. 

COLONEL ARNOLD TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Ticonderoga,_Jnnc 23, 1775." 

Mat it please your Honours : The Congress of the 
Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay ', on the fourteenth day 
of June last, appointed Walter Spooner, Frederick Foster, 
and James' Sullivan, a Committee to "repair to jhe fortresses 
of Ticonderoga and Crown Point, on the Lake Champlain, 
to inquire into the importance of holding those posts, and 
also the method by which they may be maintained ; to estab- 
lish there in the pay of said Colony, so many men to de- 
fend the. same posts as they should.judge necessary, not 
exceeding four hundred: And the said Cpmmilterweje 
also by said Congress directed, when they should. have 
.made themselves fully acquaintechwilh the situation and im- 
portance of said posts, respectfully to signify their thoughts 

thereon to your Honours, _ ■__. __:-^ . . 

Wherefore, by order of said Committee", I take leave to 
inform you, that it is the opinion of said Committee, such 
is the. importance of these fortresses, th.at_shoulcLthey once, 
be in the hands of the enemies to. America, the Colony 
of N ew ~ York, together with the Neui-England Colonies, 
would be in continual danger of having depredations com- 
mitted on them by the regular forces "who would be pos- 
sessed of those garrisons; and should the Qtnadians and 
savages, who, we hope, are not yet at enmity with us, be 
inclined to take part with the Miriislejial Aimy, the distress 
of the Colonies before mentioned niuM, be cx.iemely great. 
A garrison at the south end of Lake Qeorge, however 
tenable, could be of but hi tie service, to .the. Neu^England 
Colonies, because the most easy route for an aimy fiom 
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Quebeck into New-England would be through Lake Cham- 
plain to South-Bay, from whence they might travel by land 
through the new settlements of New- York into the New- 
England Governments, and destroy the frontier towns on 
their march, drive the farmers from their fields, prevent the 
. large supplies of wheat and other necessaries which may 
.sopn bejgxpected from these new settlements, send distress 
and farnjne into the bowels of the country, and this all with- 
out, being on a right line within many miles of the south 
end of Lake George. - - - 

I am jiljo ordered by said Committee to signify to your 
Ifonours, thatit is the opinion of said Committee that the 
defence of these fortresses must be supported by holding 
the command of Lake Champlain, which they conceive 
may be more easily done by having vessels of various con- 
structions, well manned and armed, floating there ; for which 
purpose the Committee have i stationed four hundred men 
there, which are all that the embarrassed circumstances; of 
birr Colony can at present admit of, to co-operate with near 
3 tfiousajjiunder the command of Colonel Hinman, who is 
sent to_tho§.e posts by the Government of Connecticut ; but 
whether J.he_forces now .on the lake are sufficient for the 
purpose! aforementioned, your Honours' will judge, 
"■■i" - Sv , v '- -'"."• B. Arnold. 

To the Honourable thePresident and the Members of the 
American Congress now sitting at Philadelphia. 



- . GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
'- '■"'"-. Lebanon, June 23, 1775. 

Sir: I am to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 
seventeenth June, enclosing the Resolve in Congress of the 
sixteenth ; the recommendation of a fast ; and Col. Dyer's 
letter of the sixteenth. This express passing in haste can 
only inform thereof, and mention that my letter of the 
twentieth, which hope you will receive before this, will 
inform of what is already done. Have enclosed the ad- 
dress pf the people of Great Britain to the inhabitants of 
( America, not knowing whether you have received it from 
any other way. This express brings you intelligence from 
carhp near Boston. I sincerely condole the loss of the 
worthy Doctor Warren, the unhappy burning of Charles- 
town, kc.^ God grant wisdom, unanimity, and success, to 
our American Councils and cause. Without time to en- 
large or to write to our Delegates, to whom pray my com- 
pliments, I am, with great truth and regard, Sir, your most 
obedient and most humble servant, 

." " Jonathan Trumrull. 

Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN OFFICER ON HOARD ONE 
OF THE KING'S SHIPS AT BOSTON, TO HIS FRIEND IN 
LONDON, DATED JUNE 23, 1775. 

•' On the evening of the sixteenth we were informed that 
the Provincials were erecting a battery on the heights near 
Charlestown, and that they intended from thence to bom- 
bard the Town of Boston. Early on the seventeenth, we 
■were alarmed with an account that they had been at work 
upon it all night, and had nearly completed it. We were 
immediately ordered to land some battalions, and in the 
inean time our great guns were fired against those who ap- 
peared to be busily employed at the battery. Whether 
our sW. did not reach far enough to create any confusion 
among" them, or it was owing to their resolution, I cannot 
say; but certain it is, that the moment they discovered the 
landing of qur Troops, they formed in order of battle, and 
so far from retreating, as we expected, they marched to- 
wards us with the utmost coolness and regularity. Nothing 
can exceed the panick and apparent dislike of most of the 
King's Troops to enter into this engagement ; even at the 
landing, se_yeral attempted to run away, and five actually 
took to their" heels in order to join the Americans, but were 
presently brought back, and two of them were immediately 
hung up in terrorem to the rest. They, for the most part, 
openly express a dislike to the service in which they are 
engaged, and nothing" but the fear of military punishment 
prevents their daily deserting. The Generals, perceiving 
the .strength and order of the Provincials, ordered a re- 
enforcemejit tp join the Troops already landed, but before 



they came up, the cannonading on botlrside.s beoan. The 
Provincials poured down like a torrent, and fought like men 
who had no care for their persons ; they disputed every 
inch of ground, and their numbers were far superiour to 
ours. The King's Troops gave way several times, and it 
required the utmost efforts of the Generals to. rally them. 
At the beginning of the engagement many of them abso- 
lutely turned their backs, not expecting so hot a fire, from 
the Americans ; the latter feigned a retreat, in order, as we 
suppose, to draw our Troops after them, and by that means 
to cut them in pieces; and we are informed that General 
Ward had a reserve of four thousand xnen for that purpose. 
The King's Troops, concluding that the Americans quitted 
the field through fear, pursued them under that apprehen- 
sion, but did not proceed far enough to be convinced, by 
that fatal experience which was, as we hear, designed for 
them, of their mistake. The engagement lasted upwards 
of four hours, and ended infinitely to our disadvantage. 
The flower of our Army are killed or wounded. During 
the engagement Charlestown was set on fire by the King's 
Troops, in order to stop the progress of the Provincials, 
who, after their sham retreat, returned to attack them ; but 
I think it was a wanton act of the King's Troops, who 
certainly, after they had joined the main body of our Army, 
had no occasion to take that method of retarding the return 
of the Americans, who, upon perceiving that General Ward 
stood still with his reserve, laid aside their intentions. 

Our Troops are sickly, and a great number are'afliicted " 
with the scurvy, occasioned by the want of fresh provisions. 
I heartily wish myself with you and the rest of my friends ; 
and the first opportunity that offers I will sell out and re- 
turn, for at the best only disgrace cap arise in the service 
of such a cause as that in which we are engaged. The 
Americans are not those poltrons I myself was once taught 
to believe them to be ; they are men of liberal and noble 
sentiments ; their very characteristick is the love of liberty ; 
and though I am an officer under the King oCGreat Bri-^ 
tain, I tacitly admire their resolution _and perseverance, 
against the present oppressive measures of the British Gov- 
ernment. 



To the Honourable President and Members of the Pro- 
vincial Congress, now sitting at Watertown : 

The Petition of the Selectmen,' Officers of the Militia, 
and Committee of Correspondence of Manchester, 
. humbly shctoeth 

That whereas, this Town labours under peculiar difficulty, 
by reason of its being so situated as greatly exposes us to 
the inroads of our merciless enemies, and we are thereby- 
reduced to the disagreeable necessity of keeping a constant 
guard in several parts of the Town, forthe defence of life 
and property ; and having received information from Head T 
Quarters in Cambridge', in which the necessity oTkeeping 
a very strict guard is urged, in consequence whereof our 
guards are doubled, that the malevolent intentions of those 
who are indefatigable in their endeavours to distress us 
may, if possible, be defeated, together with our "numbers 
being considerably lessened, as there is nigh one full com- 
pany gone from hence into the service of our Country, has 
increased our duty and made it more fatiguing; which, of 
necessity, calls off men of every description, among others 
farmers, whereby our agriculture is = 'greatly impeded, and 
which is now our principal dependance, as many of the 
inhabitants are seamen, and the business on which they 
entirely depend for the support of themselves and families, 
being cut off; and the failure of the fishery, the. chief 
branch of business on which this Town depended, has 
deprived us of the usual income by which we liave been 
in part enabled to pay our proportion of publick charges, 
which are daily increasing, as also the charges of the Town, 
that so affects us as to reduce us to great straits and diffi- 
culties; and for this Town, under its present circumstances," 
to put into pay a sufficient number of men to guard and 
defend it against the invasions of our enemies, would be a 
burden greater than we are able to bear : 

We, your petitioners, therefore pray, that you would 
take into your serious consideration the difficulties under 
which we now labour, and grant us the privilege of raising 
a company of men, or part of one, and the liberty o°f 
choosing officers therefor, and quartered in the Town, for 
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its defence and security ; which company to be on the 
Provincial Establishment, and to appertain to that Regi- 
ment which may be posted nearest to us. 

And thus having represented our case to this honoura- 
ble Congress, we have a prevailing confidence that our re- 
quest will meet with a favourable reception, and we receive 
the end of our petition. The grant of which, your peti- 
tioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

John Tewxbury, 

Andrew Woodbury, 

Eleazar CourT, 

John Lee, 

Andrew Marsters, 

Samuel Foster, 

Eleazer Craft, 

Jonathan Brown, 

John Tewxbury, 

Andrew Marsters, 

Andrew' Woodbury, 

Joseph Whipple. 
Manchester June 23, 1775. 



■ Selectmen. 



Officers of 
Militia. 



Comni. of 
Correspond- 
ence. 



MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO GENERAL WARD. 

In Congress, Watertown, June 23, 1775. 

Sir: As it appears to this Congress highly probable that 
the Army of our enemies will speedily make the utmost 
efforts to force our lines and penetrate into the country, 
they have judged it absolutely necessary for the strength- 
ening of the Army before Boston, that the eight Compa- 
nies now "hosted in the County of Plymouth, belonging 
partly to General Thomas' s Regiment, and partly to Colo- 
nel Cotton's JRegiment, should immediately join the_said 
Army. You are. therefore directed, without delay, to give 
the orders necessarry for the marching the said eight Com- 
panies to the said Army, as soon as may be. 

To General Ward. 



GENERAL FOLSOM TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF 



SAFETY. 



Medford, June 23, 1775. 



Gentlemen : In my letter to you yesterday I acquaint- 
ed you that on my arrival here, I immediately waited on 
the Captain-General. He then ordered me to make re- 
turn to him of the two Regiments, viz : Colonel Stark's 
and Colonel Read's, of their situation and circumstances. 
On ray return here, I sent orders to the two Colonels to. 
make return of their respective Regiments to me ; Colonel 
Read immediately obeyed the order, but Colonel Stark 
repeatedly, and at last absolutely refused_to comply. I 
am well informed by Mr. Stark's best friends, that he does 
not intend to be grider any subordination to any person 
appointed by the Congress of New-Hampshire to the gen- 
eral comniand of the New-Hampshire Troops. I have 
tried all conciliatory methods, both by personal conversa- 
tion and trie mediation of friends, but without effect; in 
cdnseq'uenceiwhereof, I this afternoon again waited on the 
Captain-General at Head-Quarters, to take his orders on 
the matter. " He requested me to advise with the Com- 
mittee of. Safety of New-Hampshire on the business. As 
Colonel ^ar-it has received- no commission as yet from 
you, he thinks he does not properly come under his cogni- 
zance. ■ . . 

Gentlemen, it is, I trust, unnecessary to hint to you, 
that, without a proper subordination, it will be absolutely 
impossible for me to execute the trust you have reposed in 
me. In my last conversation with Stark, he told me he 
could take his pack and return home, (and meant, I sup- 
pose, to lead his men with him.) i represented to him 
the dishonourable part he Would thereby act towards both 
Colonies, I have since made inquiry, and find he would 
not be able to lead off many more than the supernumera- 
ries of his Regiment, it still consisting of thirteen Compa- 
nies. I think a Regiment might be formed of the men 
who have been under his command, without his being ap- 
pointed to the command of them. 

I must do the justice to Lieutenant-Colonel Wyman to 
say, he has behaved prudently, courageously, and very much 
like a gentleman, and I think I could recommend him for 
the command as soon as any person I know. 



I think I shall never be able to do any thing with the 
Regiment, unless you make new regulations in the field 
officers, whom 1 would recommend should be taken out of 
the Captains of that Regiment, which 1 apprehend would 
facilitate the union of our troops. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Nathaniel Folsom. 



address of col. bailey to the northern insians. 

Newbury, June 23, 1775. 
The present war is only between the King and a part 
of the Lords and America. The Liords say, all America 
shall become slaves or servants to jhem_; shall plough no 
more than they say ; eat nor drink, nor wear, nor hunt, 
only by their leave ; shall not kill deer, moose, Beaver,' or 
any other thing, but by their consent. America say they 
will; and that the King, by the Lords' advice, has sent 
red coats to kill us, if we will notlie subject to what they 
say. And we have thirty thousand nren, with guns, great 
and small, to fight in our defence; we only want to live 
as we have heretofore ; we do not want to fight, if they 
would let us alone. You are as much threatened as we; 
they want you to kill us, and then they will kill you, if 
you will not serve them. Dreadful wicked men they 
be ; they do not think there is any God that will punish 
them by and by. If you have a mind to join us, I will 
go with any number you shall bring to our Army, and you 
shall each have a good coat and blanket, he, and forty 
shillings per month, let the time be longer or shorter. If 
you will go to Canada and get what intelligence you can, 
and bring it to me, at any place you shall set, I will meet 
you myself, and pay you well; further, if you are any way 
afraid of the Regulars, you and all those tribes shall have 
protection here, or we will fight for you in your own conn- 
try, if wanted ; but if you or the French, or any other In- 
dians, fight against us, we know your country, and shall 
be troublesome to you ; you know how we could fight last 
war. But I know you will be friendly, and you may de- 
pend upon us; we will pawn all .we. .have for jthe, most- 
strict observance of any agreement jnade with you. We 
are now all brothers, and we will be so with you ; for one 
God made us all, and all must meet before God in a little 
while. 



meeting of the livery or London in comMokPhall.' 

London, Saturday, June 24, 1775, 

Tli is day came on, at Guildhall, the election of Sheriffs 
for the City of London and County of Middlesex, and 
other officers, for the year ensuing. At a quarter past one 
o'clock, the Lord Mayor, attended by the two Sheriffs, 
Recorder, and the . Aldermen Bull, Lewes, Thomas, 
Newnham, Hayley, Esdaile, Rawlinson, &c, ascended 
the Hustings, when the Common Crier opened the Court, 
and the Aldermen below the Chair, who had not served 
the office of Sheriff, were first put in_ nomination. The 
principal show of hands appearing in favour of Aldermen 
Hayley and Newnham, the Sheriffs declared the electron 
to have fallen on them. ;r --~ZL\ 

The names of Hayley and Newnham were jreceiyed 
with the greatest applause, which was testified by almost 
every one in the Hall holding up their hands. About 
twelve people held up their hands for Alderman Rawlin- 
son, and about seven for. Alderman Thomas, _:_._-.:■_ 

The Lord Mayor then came to the frorrt of the Hus- 
tings, and acquainted the Livery, that in consequence of 
their Resolutions last Comrnon-ffall, he waited on His 
Majesty, in his corporate capacity, with" their Address, &c. 
He then read the King's Answer, together with a Letter 
he received a few days after from the Lord Chamberlain, 
with his (the Lord Mayor's) Answer. 

Mr. Saxby, the Chairman from the Livery at the Half- 
Moon Tavern, then came forward, and made the following 
motions: . " .; "/.'.. 

1. That the Town Clerk do .enter in the Records of 
this City, the Letter from the Lord Chamberlain to the 
Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, with his Lordship's 
Answer. ~ _ ._ ~ \]_ _ ^ 

2. That the thanks of this Cpmmon-HaiJ be given to 
the Right Honourable John Wilkes, Lord Mayor, for his 
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VGTy able, judicious, and spirited defence of the rights and 
privileges of the Livery in Common-Hall assembled. 

•3. That a copy of the said Resolution be fairly tran- 
scribed and signed by the Town Clerk, and by him de- 
livered to his Lordship. 

4. That whoever advised His Majesty to declare he 
would pot in future receive on the Throne any Address, 
Remonstrance, and Petition, from the Lord Mayor, Alder- 
men,^ ahd Livery of London, are enemies to the right of 
the subject to petition the Throne, because such advice is 
calculated to intercept the complaints of the People to 
their Sovereign, to prevent a redress of grievances, and 
alienate the mipds.of Englishmen from the Hanoverian 
succession. 

5. That it is the opinion of this Common-Hall, that 
unless His Majesty hears the petitions of his subjects, the 
right of petitioning is nugatory: 

6. That the thanks of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Livery, in Common-Hall assembled, be given to the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Effingham, for having, consistent 
with the princfples of a true Englishman, refused to draw 
that sword which has been- employed to the bonour of his 
Country, against the lives and liberties of his fellow-sub- 
jects In America. ~ 

7. Thai the said Resolution be fairly transcribed and 
signed by the Town Clerk, and by him delivered to the 
Rjght Honourable the Earl of Effingham. 

8. That an humble, Address, Remonstrance, and Peti- 
tion be presented to His Majesty, from the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Livery of the City of London, in Com- 
mon-Hull assembled, on this important crisis of American 
affairs. " " 

\\ 0. To agree to the Address, Remonstrance, and Peti- 
tion now read. 

10\ .That the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, our 
Representatives in Parliament, the Court of Aldermen, 
the Sheriffs and Livery, in their Gowns, attended by the 
Recorder and other City officers, be desired to present the 
said Address, Remonstrance, and Petition, to His Majesty 
sitting on his Throne...,, 

I*- ,Tb?t l ' le Sheriffs," attended by the Remembrancer, 
do wak on His Majesty on Monday next, to know his 
Royal will and pleasure when he will receive on the 
Throne the humble Address, Remonstrance, and Petition 
of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery, in Common- 
Hall assembled. 

1'2. That the said Address, Remonstrance, and Peti- 
tion, be not presented to His Majesty but sitting on the 
Throne*. 

The above motions being unanimously approved of, the 
Hall was adjourned. 

■ " ''"TV; .'»..''■■ ■'.■-'■..'. ' London, June 27, 1775. 

-. Yesterday the Sheriffs went up to St. James's to know 
His Majesty's pleasure when he would be pleased to per- 
mit the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, Common Council, and 
Livery, to wait on him with their Petition, and Remon- 
strance. His Majesty being at Kew, they went thither, 
where they waited about three-quarters of an hour, when 
His Majesty signified to them, by a Lord in waiting, that 
they should go up to St. James's to-morrow for an answer. 
They returned to the Mansion-House at nine o'clock. 

,.:.,, - ' . London, July 4, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Livery of London, in Common- 
Hail asfembjed : 

The Loxd Mayor acquainted the Livery that the Sheriffs 
. waited on His Majesty at St. James's on Wednesday last, 
and that "lie Sheriff Plomer addressed His Majesty as fol- 
lows: : '--.- 



" May it please your Majesty : 

"We are ordered by the Lord Mayor, Afdermen, and 
Livery of the City of London, in Common-Hall assem- 
bled, to wait upon your Majesty, humbly Jo know your 
Majesty's Royal will and pleasure when your Majesty will 
be pleased to receive upon the Throne their humble Ad- 
dress, Remonstrance, and Petition." 

To which His Majesty answered : 

" Your will please to take notice, that I will receive their 



Address, Remonstrance, and Petition, on Friday next, at 
the levee."" 

Mr. Sheriff Plomcr replied : 

"Your Majesty will permit us to inform you, that the 
Liveiy, in Common-Hall assembled, have resolved not to 
present their Address, Remonstrance, and Petition, unless 
your Majesty shall be pleased to receive it sitting on the 
Throne." 

To which His Majesty answered : 

"I am ever ready to receive addresses and petitions; 
but I am the judge where." 

The Lord. Mayor then declared, that in consequence of 
the order of the Livery that the Address, Remonstrance, 
and Petition should not "be presented to the King but sit- 
ting on his Throne, the Sheriffs' Report to him, and Lord 
Hertford's Letter, his Lordship had not attended His Ma- 
jesty with the said Address. . ' ." 

Ordered, That His Majesty's Answer, now reported, 
be entered in the books of the Livery of this City. 

Resolved, That the King is bound to hear the Petitions 
of his People, it being the undoubted right of the subject 
to be heard, and not a matter of grace and favour. 

Resolved, That His Majesty's Answer is a direct denial 
of the right of this Court to have their Petitions heard. 

Resolved, That such denial renders the right of peti- 
tioning the Throne, recognized and established by the 
Revolution, of no effect. 

. Resolved, That whoever advises His Majesty, directly 
or indirectly ,_ to refuse hearing the bumble Address, Re- 
monstrance, and Petition of this Court, on the Throne, is 
equally an enemy to the happiness and security of the 
King, and the peace and liberties of the People. 

Ordered, That the Address, Remonstrance, and Peti- 
tion which His Majesty refused to hear on the Throne, he 
printed in the publick papers, and signed by the Town 
Clerk. 

Resolved, That the following Instruction be give.n to 
our Representatives in Parliament: 

"Gentlemen: You are instructed by the, Livery in 
Common-Hall assembled, to move immediately on the 
next meeting of Parliament, for an Jjumble Address from 
the House of Commons to His Majesty, requesting to 
know who were the advisers of those fatal measures which 
have planted Popery and arbitrary power in America, and 
have plunged us into a most unnatural civil war, to the 
subversion of the fundamental principles of English lib- 
erty, the ruin of our most valuable Commerce, and the 
destruction of His Majesty's subjects; to know who 
were the advisers of a measure so dangerous to His Ma- 
jesty's happiness,* and the rights of his people, as refusing 
to hear the petitions and complaints of his subjects. You 
are further instructed, gentlemen, to move for an: impeach- 
ment _of the authors and advisers of those measures; that, 
by bringing them to publick justice, evil counsel loTs may 
be removed from before the King, his Throne may be 
established^ the rights of the people be vindicated, and the 
whole Empire restored to the "enjoyment of peace, liberty, 
and safety." ' -.-->. 

Ordered, That the said Resolution be fairly transcribed, 
and signed by the Town Clerk, and by him delivered to 
our Representatives in Parliament. 

Ordered, That the Sheriffs do wait upon His Majesty, 
and deliver into. His Majesty's hand, in the name of the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery in Common-Hall as- 
sembled, a fair copy of the Resolutions agreed to on Mid- 
summer-day and this day, signed by the Town Clerk. 
.". Ordered, That the Sheriffs, attended by Mr, Remem- 
brancer, do to-morrow wait on His Majesty with the afore- 
said Resolutions. 

Ordered, That the Resolutions of this day be printed in 
the publick papers, signed by the Town Clerk.' 

Signed by order: Rix. 

July 5, ] 775. 

- The Sheriffs waited on His Majesty at St. James's, 
when Mr,: Sheriff Plomer addressed the King in the fol- 
lowing words : 
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" May it phase your Majesty : 

" We are ordered by the Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery 
of the City of London, in Common-Hail assembled, to 
waif upon your Majesty, humbly to deliver into your Ma- 
jesty's hands, in their name, their Resolutions agreed to in 
Common-Hall, on the 24th day of June last, and of the 
4th instant." - 

Mr. Sheriff Plomer then delivered a copy of the Reso- 
lutions only, but not the Address, Petition, and Remon- 
strance, into the King's hand, which he received without 
saying a word. The Address, Petition, and Remonstrance 
was ordered by the Common-Hall to be given to the pub- 
lick in print. 

At a meeting of the Livery of London, in Common- 
Hall assembled, on Saturday, the 24th of June, 1775: 

A motion being made and question put, that an humble 
Address, Remonstrance, and Petition be presented to His 
Majesty, from the Xord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery of 
the City of London, in Common-Hall assembled, on this 
important crisis of American affairs; the same was resolved 
in the affirmative. 

And an Address, Remonstrance, and Petition to the 
King being produced, a motion was made that the same 
be read ; and tlse question being put by Mr. Recorder, it 
was resolved in the affirmative; whereupon, the same was 
read, as follows : 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty : 

The humble Address, Remonstrance, and Petition of the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery of London : 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most faithful subjects, the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, Livery, &c., of London, in Common- 
Hall assembled, are compelled again to disturb your Ma- 
jesty's repose with our complaints. 

We have already expressed to your Majesty our abhor- 
rence of the tyrannical measures pursued against our fel- 
low-subjects in America, as well as of the men who secretly 
advise, and of the Ministers who execute these measures. 

We desire to repeat again, that the power contended for 
over, the Colonies, under the specious name of dignity, is, 
to, all intents and purposes, despotism; and that the exer- 
cise of despotick power in any part of the Empire, is in- 
consistent with [the character and safety of this Country. 

As we would not suffer any man or body of men to 
establish arbitrary power over us, we cannot acquiesce in 
any attempt to force it upon any part of our fellow-sub- 
jects. '_." We_are persuaded, that by the sacred unalterable 
rights ofhuman nature, as well as by every principle of the 
Constitution, the Americans ought to enjoy peace, liberty, 
and safety; that whatever power invades these rights ought 
to be resisted. We hold such resistance in vindication of 
their constitutional rights, to be their indispensable duty to 
Clod, from whom those rights are derived to themselves, 
w.ho cajin_ojLbe_sa/e and happy without them ; to their pos- 
terity, who have a right to claim this inheritance at their 
hands, unviolated and unimpaired. 

We have already remonstrated to your Majesty, that 
these measures were big .with all the consequences which 
could alarm_a free and Qpmmercial people ; a deep, and 
perhaps fatal, wound to commerce ; the ruin of manufac- 
tures.; the diminution of the revenue, and consequent in- 
crease of taxes ; the alienation of the Colonies, and the 
blood of your Majesty's subjects. 

Unhappily, Sire, the worst of these apprehensions is 
now realized in all its horrour. We have seen, with equal 
dread and concern, a civil war commenced in America by 
your Majesty's Commander-in-Chief. Will your Majesty 
- be pleased to consider, what must be the situation of your 
people here, who have nothing now to expect from Ame- 
rica but Gazettes of blood, and mutual lists of their slaugh- 
tered fellow-subjects. ...... 

Every moment's prosecution of this fatal war may loosen 
irreparably the bonds of that connection on which the glory 
and safety of the British Empire depend. 

If any thing could add to the alarm of these events, it 
is your Majesty's having declared your confidence in the 
wisdom of men, a majority" of whom are notoriously bribed 
to betray their constituents and their Country. It is the. 
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misfortune of your Majesty, it is the misfortune and grief 
of your People, to have a Grand Council and a Represen- 
tative under an undue and dangerous influence — an influ- 
ence which, though procured by your Ministers, is dan- 
gerous to your Majesty, by deceiving you ; and to your 
People, by betraying them. 

In such a situation your petitioners are. bound to declare 
to your Majesty, that they cannot and will not sit uncon- 
cerned ; that they will exert themselves,' at every hazard, 
to bring those who have advised these ruinous measures, to 
the justice of this Country, and of the much injured Colo- 
nies. 

We have already signified our persuasion, that these 
evils originate in the secret advice of those who are equally 
enemies to your Majesty's title, and to the rights of your 
People. Your petitioners are now compelled to say, that 
your Throne is surrounded by men avowedly inimical to 
those principles on which your Majesty possesses the 
Crown, and this people their liberties. At a time of 
such difficulty and danger, publick confidence is essential 
to your Majesty's repose, and to the preservation of your 
People. Such confidence cannot be obtained by Ministers 
and advisers who want wisdom, and hold principles incom- 
patible with freedom; nor can any hope of relief be ex- 
pected from a Parliament chosen under a rational delusion 
insidiously raised, by misrepresentations touching the* true 
state of America, and artfully embraced by a precipitate 

dissolution. . _. 

Your petitioners, therefore, again pray and beseech 
your Majesty to dismiss your present Ministers, and ad- 
visers from your person and councils forevej ; to dissolve a 
Parliament who, by various acts of cruelty and injustice, 
have manifested a spirit of persecution against oiir Tire tliren 
in America, and given their sanction to Popery and arbi- 
trary power; to put your future confidence in Ministers 
whose known and unshaken attachment to the Constitu- 
tion, joined to your wisdom andjntegrity, may enable your 
Majesty to settle this alarming dispute upon the sure, hon- 
ourable, and lasting foundations of general liberty. 

And a motion being made, and question put, to agree to 
the said Address, Remonstrance, and Petition, the same 
was resolved in the affirmative, .'..._.. '.:.!__."._ . 

Rix, 



Signed by order : 



TO GENERAL GAGE, 



Philadelphia, June 24, 1775. 

I believe you were not by nature void of humanity or 
justice, I have even the charity to think, from what I 
have learned of your character, there was a portion of 
these cardinal qualities mixed up with your clay. But I 
know enough of the human heart to be thoroughly cpn- 
vincedt hat it is possible for a good man to be corrupted, 
and to become ' hardened against every honest, virtuous 
impulse. t_ .:.-. _•"-:' ._" ■ 

Interest, that demon which is perpetually tempting the 
weakness of man, has prevailed over those conscientious 
feelings, and betrayed you into irreparable guilt. 

Perhaps you may have had the consolatory view, when 
you accepted your present high command, of speedily, 
and without bloodshed, conciliating this Country to the 
desired state of vassalage, and by this means i of quickly 
reaping the rich reward of your glorious villany. If this 
was your aim, how poignant must be the._disapp6intment 
you haye met with, and how merited the punishment in 
supposing yourself master of contingenciesand director of 
events, which is the character of divinity itself; but if it 
be with you as I have represented, you are an instance of 
great cruelty and depravity of heart, for your intention was 
evidently to .deprive three millions of people of their liber- 
ties, and to annihilate^ all right in property. ~~ \. : I-. 

Whatever may have been your sentiniEQts in the begin- 
ning, you have lately taken so destructives part as to put 
both your friends and enemies out L pf all doubiin respect 
to your character, How happened it, that in the course 
of your letter-writing to Ministry, you' never hazarded an 
important, conjecture which w'as i:onfirn|ed = _by any subse- 
quent event? That of one week. #as regularly refuted by 
the experience of the next ? Wasjt Uie...we.akne§"iof your 
judgment that led you astray, or the"* desire 61 flattering the 
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views of an abandoned Administration? If it was the first, 
you ought never to venture another, but confine yourself to 
past events and the facts of the day; if the latter, you must 
now be convinced, by what has already happened, of the 
dreadful consequences which may flow from so vile a pros- 
titution of your integrity. 

I shall now take leave to recapitulate some parts ol your 
conduct, in order that it may be placed in a true point of 
light with the ignorant and uninformed. _. 
*On the nineteenth, day of April you sent a considerable 
part of your Army from Boston to destroy a supposed 
magazine at Concord. They landed early in the morning, 
and marched into the Country with all that overweening 
boastful presumption peculiar to young troops, ignorant 
of real service. Adding insult to misfortune, they paraded 
on their way to the soundof m'usick. Full of the idea of 
the fame and honour to be acquired in that memorable 
expedition, they treated their supposed weak and defence- 
less enemy with scorn and derision. 

But what happened ! According to your own relation of 
that woful and eventful day, this holiday humour did not 
last long. The same sun saw their offence and punish- 
ment. °Terrour and dismay, inspired by a few opponents, 
seized upon the invincible host ; they fled with a lucky and 
almost miraculous precipitancy back again to Boston. 

But in the tale you tell of this unfortunate maiden enter- 
prise, you are accused of want of candour, indeed of mis- 
representation of facts. You say, in your circular letters 
to the several Governours to whom you have written, that 
the people fired first : if they did, it reflects the highest hon- 
our on their courage. They were but a handful to encoun- 
ter so great a number. But although I have the highest 
opinion of their spirit and resolution, it requires no uncom- 
mon share of faith to credit this assertion ; it is against 
probability, it is in. the face of the most specifick and direct 
testimony of a great variety of persons. 

If the information I have received is well founded, your 
orders were at that time the same as when you left Britain — 
not to strike the first blow. If this is the case, the cause 
of this contrariety in the evidence of the Country and the 
Army is sufficiently obvious; for it is as essential, perhaps, 
for the officer who commanded the Troops that fired first 
on the people to justify himself to you, as it is for you to 
vindicate your conduct to your superiours. Here is a com- 
bination of personal and particular interests to support the 
fact alleged in your behalf, independent of general rea- 
sons. Upon a fair and impartial state of the account, then, 
I cannot perceive that this motive for misrepresentation has 
one answerable to it on the part of the Country. If Lord 
Mansfield himself was to give his opinion on the reason of. 
the case, 1 think I could predict it would be unfavourable 
to you. 

But the intentional inaccuracy of that part of your let- 
ters which gives an account of the loss your Troops sus- 
tained in the action, is truly matter worthy of observation. 
Your letter, calculated, as one would suppose, for the in- 
formation of the Representatives of the Crown, says, that 
more than fifty were killed in the action ; how many more, 
may it please your Excellency \ Fifty more, sixty, or 
seventy ? Why did you thus leave them to the uncertainty 
of guess and conjecture, when, from the returns of your 
officers, the loss must appear with the greatest exactness? 
But, Sir, you are not only charged with the meanness of 
artifice, but an open violation of your word. The times 
' are now so critically important as to require all the bold- 
ness and plainness of truth ; in doing you all the justice 
you merit, I am under the necessity of touching the honour 
of your character. 

When the miserable inhabitants of that Town which had 
been so long, and is to this day suffering under the weight 
of ministerial vengeance, applied to you for permission to 
leave it with their goods or effects, you gave your assent in 
the presence and hearing of many of your officers and seve- 
ral private gentlemen, and formally pledged your word, too, 
~ for the faithful performance : and what was the result of 
this business? You not only shamefully qualified the 
Province, by obliging the poorest fellow that went out to 
pay bis eleemosynary dollar to your Secretary for a permit, 
but you did more; repenting of that part of your solemn 
engagement which related to the transporting of the goods 
or effects, of the inhabitants, you submitted your Honour on 



that head to a prostitute lawyer, who, very consistently, 
gave it as his opinion, that effects meant nothing more than 
wearing apparel and household furniture; that it did not 
include 3 moveables in general. It was upon this wretched 
quibble you refused to let the inhabitants carry away all 
their effects with them. 

I have always been taught to believe the Army is the 
school of honour. In this school you were educated and 
nurtufed: but I suspect you were an "untoward boy, and 
that the principles inculcated upon you made little or no 
impression ; otherwise you never would, as a gentleman, 
have consented to submit the plain obvious meaning ol 
your words to the interpretation of a contemptible, paltry 
retailer of quirks and quibbles. You spoke in that busi- 
ness as a gentleman ; and if you had need to explain your- 
self in respect to a word of doubtful import, you should 
have consulted Johnson's Dictionary. This would have 
been a gentleman-like authority. 

It requires a considerable degree of acuteness and s_aga- 
city in him who is about to dp an unwarrantable or an unjust 
act, to estimate the quantum of moral turpitude and guilt 
contained in it. For it is not only the portion of it involved 
in the first view of the crime such an one has to consider, 
but the consequences which will flow from the act. You 
prohibited the inhabitants of Boston from carrying out their 
effects, in the manner I have mentioned ; in consequence 
of which several families have been ruined by the/late fire. , 
It is true, you could not foresee the accident j but, never- _ 
theless, the loss sustained by the owners of the goods has 
happened in consequence of the violation of your word : 
for if you had adhered to it, the owners of the merchan- 
dise would have removed it, and thereby have prevented 
the calamity which has befallen them. _ 

I have but a word or two more for you, by way of advice. 
If you are still determined to act in the: %Jss._character 
you have assumed, at least let your conduct savour of that 
sort of honour which even a Swiss holds high. 

'-"-.-.- Vebus. 



JOHN HANCOCK, PRESIDENT, TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, June 24, 1775. " 

Gentlemen: By order of the Congress! enclose you; 
certain Resolves, passed yesterday, respecting those who 
were concerned in taking and garrisoning Crown Point and 
Ticonderoga. As the Congress are of opinion that the 
employing the Green Mountain Boys in the American 
Army would be advantageous to the common cause, as 
well on account of their situation as of their disposition and 
alertness, they are desirous you should embody them among 
the Troops you shall raise. As it js represented to the 
Congress that they will not serve., upder jpy officers but 
such°as they themselves choose, you are desired to consult 
with General Schuyler, in whom the Congress are informed 
those people place a great confidence, about the field offi- 
cers to be set over them. ; . . . :i__ . 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient hum ble servant, 
John Hancock, President. 

To the Members of the ProvincialCpngress, New- York- 

FIELD OFFICERS APPOINTED FOB THE THREE BATTAL- 
IONS OF THE PHILADELPHIA HTLITIA7 

First Battalion : John Dickenson, Esq., Colonel ; John 
Chevalier, Lieutenant-Colonel; Jacob Morgan and 7ft/- 
Ham Coats, Majors. ■-.-..' 

Second Battalion; Baniel Robfirdeau, Esq., Colonel; 
Joseph Reed, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel ; Doctor John, Cox 
and John Bayard, Majors, 

Third Battalion: John Cadwallader, Colonel; John, 
Nixon, Lieutenant-Colonel; Thomas Mijjlinwd Samuel 
Meredith, Esquires, Majors, 

PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. r 

Committee Chamber, June 24, 1775. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That if any Pilot, Shallop- 
man, or others, shall be found assisting in the conveyance 
or introduction of Goods or Merchandise^ .contrary to the 
Association of the late Congress, or in receiving on shore 
or unloading from any vessel any goods which may have 
- been ordered out of the Port, such persons shall be deemed 
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enemies to the liberties of America, and will be held forth 
to the resentment of the publick. And if any person, 
privy to such measures, will disclose them, they shall re- 
ceive the thanks of the Committee as real friends to their 
Country. Extract from the Minutes : 

J. B. Smith, Secretary. 



BURLINGTON COUNTY (NEW-JERSEY) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the General Committee pf Observation 
for the County of Burlington, in the Province .of New- 
Jersey, at the house of John lmlay, in the Township of 
Mansfield, June 24, 1775: 

The Deputies appointed for the County of Burlington 
to attend a Provincial Congress at Trenton, in May last, 
laid before the Committee an Association, recommended 
by ihat body to the good people of this Province ; as also 
certain Rules for regulating the new-raised Militia, and a 
recormTieTidation to raise the sum of Ten Thousand Pounds 
for. the use_ of the Province at this very critical situation 
of publick affairs. 

The Committee taking the said Papers into considera- 
tion, after some time spent thereon, it was, on motion,' 

Resolved, 1st. That this Committee do heartily approve 
"of said Association, conceiving it to be of. the utmost im- 
portance_toward_s_the future well-being of this County, that 
the Magistrates, and other civil officers of Government, 
should be supported in the due execution of their respec- 
tive' oWcesT^igreeabTe to the laws of this Colony ; and that 
the good people of this County do make use of every means 
in their power to guard against those disorders and confu- 
sions, to which the peculiar circumstances of the times may 
expose us." — . . 

Resolved, 2d. That as unanimity amongst all ranks of 
people, in a virtuous opposition to the oppressive measures 
of the British Ministry and Parliament, is the alone foun- 
dation whereon we can hope, under Providence, for a deli- 
verance from our present grievances, it is most earnestly 
recommended and enjoined by this Committee to the good 
people of the County of Burlington, that no person or 
persons, on any pretence whatsoever, do attempt in the 
least degree to injure or molest his .or their neighbour, for 
any supposed imposition or misconduct that they may have 
been' guilty" of on account of the present calamitous times, 
that is not cognizable by the laws of the Province; but 
that he or they do exhibit their complaint against such per- 
son or persons before .some member of this Committee, who 
is hereby required to lay the same before the Chairman, 
and desire a general meeting of the Committee, in order 
that each party may have a fair hearing. 

'Resolved, 3d. That any person or persons in this Coun- 
ty, who shall act contrary to the above mode of proceeding, 
ought to be deemed a violator of the eleventh article of the 
ContinentaL Association, inimical to the British Constitu- 
tion, and unfriendly to the liberties of America. 

Resolved, 4th. That this Committee do approve of the 
Rules recommended by the Provincial Congress, for the 
good Government of the new-raised Militia, and desire that 
the respective military officers in this County will conduct 
themselves consistent therewith. 

Resolved, 5th. That this Committee do approve of the 
recommendation of the Provincial Congress to raise the 
sum of Ten Thousand Pounds for the use of the Province 
at this most. critical , and important moment, recommending it 
to the good people of this County cheerfully to contribute 
their apportionment of the same ; and as the Provincial 
Congress have ordered the said money to be disposed of by 
the respective County Committee, in such manner as they 
in their discretion shall think most proper, this Committee 
doth, in consequence th.ere.of, most solemnly assure their 
constituents that, whatever money may be lodged in their 
hands, or in the hands of the collector, shall be faithfully 
disposed of according as they may think most beneficial for 
the service of the County, and purposes intended by the 
Provincial Congress ; and that, whenever the publick shall 
desire it, they will cheerfully render a true _and "proper ac- 
count of their pToceedings and disbursements, that every 
member of the community may know that his contribution 
has not been embezzled or wasted. 
Signed by order of the Committee : 

Peter Tallman, Chairm an. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-Brunswick, June 24, 1775. 
Sir : General Washington, with his retinue, is now here, 
and proposes to be at Newark by nine to-morrow morning. 
The situation of the men-of-war at New-York (we are in- 
formed) is such as may make it necessary that some pre- 
caution should be taken in crossing Hudson's River, and he 
would take it as a favour if some gentlemen of your body 
would meet him to-morrow at Newark, as the advice you 
may there give him will determine whether he will con- 
tinue his proposed route or not. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 

To Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., President of the 
New-York Congress. 



JOHN HART, JUNIOR, TO BR, CARRINGTON. 

Stamford, June 25, 1775. 

Sir : I had the good fortune this morning of intercepting 
the following .letter, which a regard to my Country induced 
me to transcribe for your Honour's perusal ; and I am, Sir, 
yours, John Hart, Jun. 

To Doctor Carrington. 

P. S. Doctor Whiting will discover how this letter was 
intercepted. " -■ 

New-York, June 19, 1775. 

Sir : The Republicans, by their Oliverian, Jesuitical, 
and wicked practices and plots, haye at length brought this 
Country nigh to ruin ; and his most gracious Majesty's 
true friends, are plunged into a situation I do not very well 
like. I tremble for the consequences ; it is what I neverex- 
pected. But, Sir, if I may use a vulgar expression, we had 
as good be hanged for an old sheep as;alamb^ Many of 
the friends to Government have been re warded w ith pen- 
sions and places, and doubt not but .that you will make one 
of that number if you persevere and continue to be as 
faithful as you have been. The' insults of the vulgar I 
know you despise. ",„ 

Self-preservation has dictated to us a piece of polipy 
which it may be well for you to practise.. We at present 
are all Whigs, and by our nominal profession, mean to 
conceal our real principles and intentions, and abate the 
fiery zeal of the pretended patriots arid lovers of their 
Country (as they falsely style themselves) until the arrival 
of the King's Troops, which we hourly expect, and. have 
been promised by our friends. at home, which will give us 
an opportunity boldly to throw off the mask, and to act 
vigorously in support of the rightful authority of His Ma- 
jesty and the Parliament of Great BriiammSL^s wicked 
and vile a brood of rebels as ever disgraced any country 
under Heaven; then shall we enjoy out day of triumph 
and exultation over the vermin that have insulted, pcrse- 
cuted, and derided us. Here will be. a j)lace ofsafety, an 
asylum, for you to fly to, and find safety in case the. storm 
should increase around. and threaten you With [destruction. 
Here would I invite you with all your good friends; for I 
make no doubt but the King's Troops will repel your cow- 
ardly base Connecticut pojtrons, the rebel Army, and slaugh- 
ter them by hundreds if ever they should be so imprudent 
as to risk a battle with disciplined, experienced, and regu- 
lar troops. 

McDonald being seized and sent to your "army of saints, 
at Greenwich, gives me not a little anxiety. I hear he .has 
made some discovery, and I fear he will be compelled to 
make more by the rebels, unless we rescue'hi m se asonably, 
which we have in view. The first of Jufy, at midnight, is 
the time appointed for his deliverance. If you can procure 
ten or twelve of tlie.lower sort of those you know to befell 
affected to Government, in such manner asJo ke_ep yourself 
under cover, we will send about as njany moTe to meet them, 
at the iail in Fairfield, where I understand he is. 

A word to the wise is. sufficient. "My hand writing you 
know; I shall.not therefore affix my name. I have taken 
such a method to convey this that I think there is no dan- 
ger of its being intercepted. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, Incog. 

P. S. If you send negroes, they will do, as they - are 
well affected to our cause. : •....-■ ? . r f- r- , 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A MERCHANT "IN BOSTON TO 
HIS BROTHER IN SCOTLAND, DATED JUNE 24, 1775. 

From the 19th of April to the 17th of June, nothing 
very material has happened. On the 12th of June the 
Generaj issued a Proclamation, offering His Majesty's most 
graciouspardon to all who would lay down arms and return 
to their duty, except twp„of the ringleaders; and likewise 
establishing martial law in this . Province while this un- 
natural rebellion exists; but no regard was paid to tin's. 

On the 17th instant, at daylight, it. was observed by some 
of the ships-of-vvar that the rebels had thrown up an in- 
trenebment on a hill on the other side of the river, about 
one mile frorn this Town. The alarm about this new move- 
went of jheyrs was : general ; for from this, if they were 
suffered to goon, they could beat down or burn the Town. 
At nine o'clock, a battery on an eminence, in this Town, 
directlj opposite to their works, began to play upon them, 
but found they could not dislodge them. 

.The. rebels ..fired, a few. shot into this Town, and then 
desisted, for their shot did no execution. Eighteen hundred 
of jhe besf of the Troops were immediately ordered to em- 
bark on board of Spats, and go and engage them, under 
the .command^ of General Iloive. About "three o^clock 
,they landed on the other side about half a mile from the 
rebels, under the cover of five or six ships-of-war, who 
kept a continual fire on the ground betwixt the place of 
landing and the enemy, who chose to lie close in their 
breastworks v alL this time. As soon as the Troops had got 
themselyes^lg, order they began to advance, cannonading 
all tbe way till they came within gun-shot. Charlestown, 
on the foot of the hill, consisting of about two hundred 
houses, was set on fire by the fort on this side at the instant 
the_ engagement began, whose flames raged in the most 
rapid, manner, being chiefly of wood. Sure I arrr nothing 
ey ?,rjiiis .or^cjyxbe more dreadfully terrible than what was 
to be seen and heard at this time ! The most incessant 
discharge of guns that ever was heard with mortal ears, 
continued . for jhree quarters of an hour, and then the 
Troop-s forced their trenches, and the rebels fled. 

The place where the battle was fought is a peninsula of 
a. mile long, and a half broad, and the Troops drove them 
over the neck and kept the island. "All this was seen from 
this Town. 

.- 4 very small part of the enemy's intrenchments was 
seen on tfiis.side, it being only thought to be the work of a 
'night ; but their chief breastworks were on the other side 
Q f l Ji e JlJll ,j_ A Wfl s found to be the strongest post that was 
eve? p'eC}JptecT"by any set of men, and the prisoners that 
were* taljgn, say they were nine thousand strong, and had a 
good artillery. Five cannons were taken. The spirit and 
bravery that the British Troops exhibited on this occasion, 
I suppose is not to be surpassed in any history ! But oh ! 
the rrjejancholy sight of killed and wounded that was seen 
on that day ! In four hours after their landing, not less than 
five Hundred wounded were relanded here, and one hun- 
dred and forty were left dead on the field, amongst whom 
Wa^ a large proportion of brave officers, viz: thirty-six 
killed and forty-four wounded ; three hundred of the rebels 
were killed, and thirty-six wounded left on' the field, but 
they carried off great numbers of their wounded in their 
retreat. To the great satisfaction of all good men, Doctor 
Warren was slain, who was one of their, first and greatest 
leaders. 

Early next morning I went over and saw the field of 
battle, before any of the dead were buried, which was the 
first thing of the sort that I ever saw, and I pray God 1 
may never have the opportunity of seeing the like again. 
The jebels are employed since that day fortifying alt the 
hills, and passes within four miles, to prevent the Troops 
from advancing into the country. We hourly expect the 
Troops to make a movement against them, but they are 
'too fevv in .nuraber, not less than twenty thousand being 
equal to the task. I cannot help mentioning one thing, 
which serves Jo show the hellish "disposition ofthe accursed 
rebels : by parcels of ammunition that were left on the field, 
their balfe were all found to be poisoned. 

Thus, brother, I have endeavoured to give you a short 
account ofthe desperate state of matters here since my 
last, and shall sum up the whole with one single observa- 
tion, vizj the delusion that reigns bore is as universal and 
as deeply rooted a,s can be found in the annals of mankind ; 



and of all other rebellions that ever existed in the world, 
it is' the most unprovoked. 1 am, &ic. 



ORDER FOR A PUBLICK FAST BY THE MASSACHUSETTS 
CONGRESS. 
In Provincial Congress, Watertown, June 24, 1775. 

Whereas Almighty God, the just, good, and all-wise 
Governour ofthe Universe, hath permitted Great Britain 
to make an unnatural, cruel, and violent attack upon these 
American Colonies, and, unprovoked, to murder, on the 
ever-memorable_19th of April last, many ofthe innocent, 
brave, and inoffensive inhabitants of this Colony, burning 
houses, destroying the private property, and carrying ruin 
and devastation through the country where they passed, 
until they were obliged to take shelter in the Town of 
Boston; since which the Troops under General Gage 
have not only shed the bipod of many of our countrymen, 
who fell bravely fighting on the 17th instant, but have acted 
the part of savage incendiaries, by laying in ashes, the Town 
of Charlestown in this Colony : And whereas some late 
oppressive Acts ofthe British Parliament, and designed by 
them soon to be enforced upon the Americans ; and a$ 
large re-enforcements of Troops are arrived and arriving to 
join our enemies in Boston, which will probably induce 
them to make another trial of military prowess to penetrate 
into the country ; and we being deeply impressed with a 
sense of our absolute dependance upon the Lord of Hosts 
and God of Armies for success in this. important war, into 
which we are driven by our enemies, renounce^ all confi- 
dence in our own strength, well knowing that the battle is 
not to the strong; relying upon the justice of our. cause, 
and the Divine protection and assistance therein : 
. Do Besolve, That Thursday, the 13th day of July next, 
be observed throughout this Colony as a day of publick 
Fasting and Prayer, not only to humble ourselves before 
God, on account of our many sins ;" to implore his forgive- 
ness ; to beg his blessing upon the labours ofthe field, that 
he would be pleased to water the dry and thirsty earth with 
plenteous showers of rain, that the poor maybe satisfied 
with bread, and that this year be crowned with goodness ; 
to ask his blessing upon the various means used for the re- 
covery and preservation of our rights ; humblylto "request 
that our Congress, those of the othe.r„Colonies, and espe- 
cially the American Congress, be inspired with all that 
wisdom that is necessary to "direct them in this day of diffi- 
culty and distress; to petition the assistance of his Spirit, 
to make us to bear and suffer whatever his holy and righte- 
ous Providence may see fit to lay upon us ; but earnestly to 
beseech the Divine direction and assistance in our military 
operations, and that God would be pleased soon, very 
soon, to bring our enemies' to reasonable terms of accom- 
modation, that not only a stop may be put to the wanton 
effusion of human blood, but that Great Britain and these 
Colonies may speedily again rejoice in the inestimable 
blessings of peace, and the free and undistui'bed exercise 
of all those rights, liberties, and privileges, civil and reli- 
gious, for the enjoyment of which our pious antTvenerable 
ancestors braved every danger, (by which they have ren- 
dered their memory dear to us, their posterity,) and set an 
example worthy the imitation, of .all surjceeding.generations. 
And all religious societies of every denominatkuvare here- 
by desired to observe and keep said, day in fhaLsolemn and 
religious manner that becomes a people Who se all is at 
stake; who, while they are, with unrejnHtirig~vTgifance, 
using those means for the salvation of t heir Coiintry which 
human wisdom point out, yet feel their absolute! depend- 
ance upon Him who superintendsall the affairs of men, and 
will make the cause ofthe righteous to prevail. 



GENERAL WARD TO THE MASSACHUSETTS COmiKESS. 

Cambridge, June 24, 1775, 

Sir : I am informed that Lieutenant Francis^ Cox, of 
Captain Richardson's Company, in Colonel Mansfield's 
Regiment, has deserted and left the service, and lias carried 
away a number of enlistments, and told the same men they 
might go home, that no one had a right to stop them, al- 
though they were mustered, sworn, and paid. Many of the 
rnen are gone, and it is probable others will go. 

Considering the present state of the Army, I would 
hu,mbly suggest whether it would not be advisable for the 
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honourable Congress to take some order respecting Lieute- 
nant Cox and the said men, and make a publick example 
of him, if not of them. I am your humble servant, in great 
haste, Artemas Ward." 

To Hon. James Warren, Esq. 

P. S. Lieutenant Cox lives in Salem. 



GEN. FOLSOM TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
Camp on Winter Hill, June 24, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The New-Hampshire Troops being sta- 
tioned at. a. very important post on the outlines, and exposed 
to the enemy's batteries, I yesterday applied to his Excel- 
lency General Ward for heavy artillery, but he could not 
supply me with any. I have this moment received a line 
from him, wherein he requests me to apply to the Colony 
of New-Hampshire for two twenty-four, and two nine- 
pounders, to be forwarded with all possible despatch.. . 

J therefore, under the greatest anxiety, for the safety, of 
our Troops, earnestly entreat you to send the above men- 
tioned cannon as.spon as possible, fitted with carriages, as 
we; hourly expect the enemy will attempt to force our lines 
before tvb have fully completed the intfenohm.ents, which 
are in consider able forwardness, and some of the embrasures 
completed, but have no cannon to mount in them. No 
other cannon aresuitable for the purpose. 

By complying with the above request, you will, in all 
probability, save the lives of many of your brave soldiers, 
who. have gallantly ventured their lives' in the glorious 
common cause, suffered the greatest fatigues and hardships, 
and are now exposed where it is expected by the Engi- 
neers that the enemy will endeavour to force our lines. 

And also oblige your humble servant, 

Nathaniel Folsom. 

To the Honourable Committee of Safety for the Colony of 

Neiu-Hampshire. 

N. B. If nine-pounders can't be procured, I should be 
glad to be supplied with two double fortified six-pounders. 



JAMES M^GREGORE TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 

Medford, June 24, 1775. 

GENTLEWEFn Enclosed I send you a memorandum ~of 
sundry articles that the General thinks is very much want- 
ed here for the use of the New-Hampshire forces; and 
should be glad, if you think best, that the horses may be 
forwarded here as soon as may be, as there is scarcely any 
such thing as getting teams here, and likewise carriages 
with them. .Salt provision is very scarce here, but we 
have been well supplied hitherto. 

Colonel Hale has gone to Connecticut to forward provi- 
sion ; Mr. Motion is to Follow him with cash. The men 
are very°uff8a5y"'for want of a month's pay that was pro- 
posed to ."be given them. 1 hope you will forward it as 
soon as possible, and likewise some cash to me, as 1 am 
left here, and many people calling on me, which is suffi- 
cient to put. a man of my patience almost distracted. I 
always shall obey your directions with pleasure. 

I am, gentlemen, your very humble servant, 

James McGregore. 

proposed vindication and offer to parliament, 

drawn up in a committee of congress; june 25, 

1775. 

Forasmuch as the enemies of America in the Parliament 
of Great Britain , to render us odious to the Nation, and 
give an ill impression ofus in the minds of other European 
Powers, have represented us as unjust and ungrateful in 
the highest .degree ; asserting on every occasion that the 
Colonieovere fettled at the expense of Britain ; that they 
were, at the expense of the same, protected in their infan- 
cy;" that they"now"ungratefully and unjustly refuse to con- 
tribute, totheji 'own protection, and the'common defence of 
the Nation ; that they aim at independence; that they 
intend an abolition of the Navigation Acts ; and that they 
are fraudulent jn their commercial dealings, and propose to 
cheat their creditors in Britain by avoiding the payment 
of their just debts : 

And as- by frequent repetition these groundless asser- 
tions and malicious calumnies may, if not contradicted and 



refuted, obtain farther credit, and be. injurious throughout 
Europe to the reputation and interest of the Confederate 
Colonies, it seems proper and necessary to examine them 
in our own just vindication. 

With regard to the first, that the Colonies were settled 
at the expense of Britain, it is a known fact that none of 
the twelve United Colonies were settled, or even discover- 
ed, at the expense of England. Henry the Seventh indeed 
granted a commission to Sebastian Cabot, a Venetian, and 
his sons, to sail into the Western Seas for the discovery of 
new countries ; but it was to be " suis eorum propriis sump- 
tibus et expcnsis," at their own costs and charges. They 
discovered, but soon slighted and neglected, these North- 
ern Territories, which were, after more than a liundred 
years dereliction, purchased of the. natives, and settled at 
the charge and by the labour of private men and bodies of 
men, our ancestors, who came over hither for that purpose. 
But our adversaries have never been able to produce any 
record, that ever the Parliament, or GoyernmenLof .Eng- 
land was at. the smallest expense on these accounts ; on the 
contrary, there exists on the Journals of Parliament a so- 
lemn declaration in 1642, (only twenty-two years after the 
first settlement of the Massachusetts, when, if such expense 
had ever been incurred, some of the members must have 
known and remembered it,) "that these Colonies had been 
planted and established without any expense to the State."* 
New-York is the only Colony, in the founding of which 
England can pretend to have been, at any expense, and 
that was only the charge of a small armament to take it ' 
from the Dutch, who planted it. But to retain this Colo- 
ny at the peace, another. at that time full as valua ble, plant- 
ed by private countrymen of ours, was given up "by the 
Crown to the Dutch, in exchange, viz : Surinam, now a 
wealthy sugar Colony in Guiana, and which, but for that 
cession, might still have remained in our possession. Of 
late, indeed, Britain has been at some expense in planting 
two Colonies — Georgia and Nova- Scotia •; but those are 
not in our confederacy, and the expense she has been at 
in their name has chiefly been in grants of sums unneees-. 
sarily large, by way of salaries to officers sent from Eng- 
land, and in jobs to friends, whereby dependants might be 
provided for, those excessive grants nbfoeing requisite to 
the welfare and good government of the. Colonies ; which 
good government (as experience in many instances of other 
Colonies has taught us) may be much more_frugally, and 
fujl as effectually, provided for and supported. 

With regard to the second assertion, that.these Colonies 
were protected in their infant state by England, it is a no- 
torious fact, that in none of the many w r aTs with the Indian 
natives, sustained by our infant settlements for a century- 
after our first arrival, were ever any troops or forces of any 
kind sent from England to assist lis ; nor Tvereany forts 
built at her expense to secure our seaports from foreign in- 
vaders ; nor any ships-of-war sent to protect our trade, till 
many years after our first settlement, when our commerce 
became an object of revenue, or of advantage to British 
merchants; and then it was .thought necessary to have a 
frigate in some of our ports; during pence, to give weight 
to the authority of Custom-Ho.use,. Officers, who were to 
restrain that, commerce for trie b_erie|ii (^England. Our 
own arms, with our poverty, and the care of a kind Provi- 
dence, were all this lime oy.r only protection ; while we 
were neglected by the English Govemnrent, wliicli 'either 
thought us not worth its care, or, haying no good will to 
some of us, on account of our different setiunients in reli- 
gion, and politicks, were indifferent what became of us. On 
the other hand, the Colonies have not been wanting to do 
what they could in every war for annoying the enemies of 
Britain. They formerly assisted her jn the conquest of 
Nova-Scotia. In the war before last, they took Louis- 
bourgh, and put it into her hands. She made her peace 
with that. strong fortress, by restoring it to France, greatly 
to their detriment. In the last war, it is true, Britain sent 
a fleet and army, who acted with an equal army of ours, 
in the reduction of Canada; and, perhaps, thereby did 
more for us, than we, in the preceding wars, had done for 

*Veneris, March 10, 1G42. — Whereas the Plantations in New-Eng- 
land have, by the blessing of the Almighty, had good and prosperous 
success, without any publick charge to this Stale, and are now liKely 
to prove very happy for the propagation of the gospel in those part?, 
and very beneficial and commodious to this. Kingdom and Nation ; 
the Commons now assembled in Parliimont, &c., &.c, &c. 



±m*» 



i'083 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., JUNE, 1775. 



1084 



her. .Leijt.be remembered, however, that she rejected 
the. plan we formed in the Congress at Albany, in 1754, 
for our ojvn defence, by an union of the Colonies— an union 
she was jealous of, and therefore chose to send her own 
forces; otherwise, her aid, to protect us, was not wanted. 
And from _pur first, settlement to that time, her military 
operations in our favour were small, compared with the 
advantages she drew from her exclusive commerce with 
us. . We are, however, willing to give full weight to this 
obligation ; and as we are daily growing stronger, and our 
. as.sistatice.to her becomes of more importance, we Would, 
-.- with, pleasure, embrace the first opportunity of showing 
our gratitude, by returnirl^the favour in kind. But when 
Britain values herself as afTbrding us protection, we desire 
i| may be considered that we have followed her in all her 
\vars,"and joined with her, at our own expense, against all 
she thought fit to quarrel with. This she has required of 
us, and would, never permit us to keep peace with any 
Power she declared her enemy; though, by separate trea- 
ties, we might well have done it. Under such circum- 
- -Stances, when at her instance we made nations our ene- 
mies whom we might otherwise have retained our friends, 
we submit it to the common sense of mankind, whether 
her protection of us in these wars was not our just due, 
and to be claimed of right, instead of being received as a 
-lavour? And whether, when all the parts of an Empire 
exert themselves to the utmost in their common defence, 
and in annoying the common enemy, it is not as well the' 
parts that protect the whole, as the whole that protects the 
parts? The protection, then, has been proportionably 
mutual. And whenever the time shaH come that our 
abilities, may as far exceed hers as hers have exceeded 
ours, vye hope we shall he reasonable enough to rest satis- 
fied with her proportionable exertions, and not think we 
do too much for a part of the Empire, when that part does 
■ as much as it can for the whole. 

The charge against us, that we refuse to contribute to 
our own protection, appears from the above to be ground- 
less. But. we further declare it to be absolutely false • for 
U is well known, that we ever held it our duty to grant 
aids to the Crown, upon requisition, towards carrying on 
its wars ; which duty we have cheerfully complied with 
to the utmost of pur abilities; insomuch that frequent and 
gratelul acknowledgments thereof by King and Parliament 
appear On their records.* But as Britain has enjoyed a 
most gainful monopoly of our commerce, the same, with 
our maintaining the dignity of the King's representative in 
each Colony, and all our own separate establishments of 
Government, civil and military, has ever hitherto been 
deemed an equivalent for such aids as might otherwise be 
expected from us in time of peace. And we hereby de- 
clare, that on a reconciliation with Britain, we shall not 
only continue to grant aids in time of war, as aforesaid, but 
wheneveT- she shajl think fit to abolish her monopoly and 
. give us the same privileges of trade as Scotland received 
at the union, snd allow us a free commerce with all the 
rest of thewld I we shall willingly agree (and we doubt 
not it will be ratified by our constituents) to give and pav 
into the Sinking Fund £100,000 sterling per annum for 
die term of one hundred years; which duly, faithfully 'and 
inviolably applied to that purpose, is demonstrably more 
than sufficient to extinguish all her present national debt 
since it will in that time amount, at legal British interest' 
to raore than £ 330,000,000. ' 

But if .Britain does not think fit to accept this propor- 
tion, we, in order to remove her groundless jealousies that 
we aim at independence, and an abolition of the Navioa- 
non Act, (which hath in truth never been our intention ) 
and to avoid all future disputes about the right of making 
that and other acts for regulating our Commerce, do here- 
by declare ourselves ready and willing to enter into a cove- 
nant with Britain, that she shall fully possess, enjoy, and 
exercise that right for a hundred years to come ; the same 
being Una fide used for the common benefit. And in case 
of such agreement, that every Assembly be advised by us to 
confirm it solemnly by laws of their own, which once made 
cannot be repealed without the assent of the. Crown 



The last charge, that we are dishonest traders, and aim 
at defrauding our creditors in Britain, is sufficiently and 
authentically refuted by the solemn declarations of the Bri- 
tish merchants to Parliament, (both at the time of the 
Stamp Act, and in the last session,) who bore ample testi- 
mony to the general good faith and fair dealing of the 
Americans, and declared their confidence in our integrity; 
for which we refer to their petitions on the Journals of 
the House of Commons. And we presume we may 
safely call on the body of the British tradesmen, who 
have bad experience of both, to say, whether they have 
not received much more punctual payment from us than 
they generally have from the members of their own two 
Houses of Parliament. 

On the whole of the above, it appears that the charge 
of ingratitude towards the Mother Country, brought with 
so much confidence against the Colonies, is totally without 
foundation; and that there is much more feasoiT for retort- 
ing that charge on Britain, who not only never contributes 
any aid, nor affords, by an exclusive commerce, any ad- 
vantages to Saxony, her mother country; but no longer 
since than in the last war, without the least provocation, 
subsidized the King of Prussia while lie ravaged that 
mother country, and carried fire and sword into its capi- 
tal, the fine City of Dresden— zn example we hope no 
provocation will induce us to imitate, 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO CONGRESS. 

New- York, Sunday, June 35, 1775, \ 
Five o'clock, P. M, \ 
Sir : Upon my arrival here this afternoon, I was inform- 
ed that an express was in Town from, the Provincial camp 
in Massachusetts-Bay- and having seen, among other pa- 
pers in his possession, a letter directed to you as President 
of the Congress, I have taken the liberty to open it. I 
was induced to take that liberty by several gentlemen of 
New-York, who were anxious to know the particulars of 
the affair of the 17th instant, and agreeable to the orders 
of many members of the Congress, who judged it neces- 
sary that I should avail myself of the best information in 
the course of my journey. 

You will find, Sir, by that letter, a great want of powder 
m the Provincial Army, which I sincerely hope the Con- 
gress will supply as speedily and as effectually as in their 
power. One thousand pounds in weight were sent to the 
camp at Cambridge, three days ago, from this City, which 
has left this place almost destitute of that necessary article, 
there being at this time, from the best information, not 
more than four barrels of powder in the City of New- York. 
I purpose to set off for the Provincial camp to-morrow,' 
and will use all possible despatch to join the forces there.' 
Please to make my compliments to the gentlemen of the 
Congress, and believe me to be, Sir, your obliged friend 
and obedient servant, Go. Washington. 

The Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Ameri- 
can Congress. _ ' _ 



. * Journals of the House of Commons, on" the 4th of April 1748- 
28th January, 1756 ; 3d i February, 1756; 16th and 19th of May, 1757 ! 
1st of June, 1758; 26th and 30th of April, 1759; 26th and 31st of 
March , anc I 28th of April 1760 ; 9th and 20th of January, 1761 ; 22d 
and 26th of January, 1762; and 14th and 17th of March, 1763 



New- York, June 25, 1775. 
George Washington, Esq., Genera! and Commander-in- 
Chief of the Army of the. United American Colonies ; 

To Philip Schuyler, Esquire, Major-General in the 
said Army : ~ 

Sir : You are to take upon you the command of all the 
Troops destined for the New-York Department, and see 
that the orders of the Continental Congress are carried 
into execution with as much precision and exactness as 
possible. For your better government therein, you are 
herewith furnished with a copy of the instructions given to 
me by that honourable body. Such parts thereof as are 
within the line of your duty, you will please to pay par- 
ticular attention to. Delay no time in occupying the sev- 
eral posts recommended by the Provincial Congress of this 
Colony, and putting them in a fit posture to answer the 
end designed. Neither delay any time in securing the 
stores which are or ought to have been removed Trom this 
City by order of the Continental Congress.' Keep a 
vvatchful eye upon Governour Tryon; and if you find him 
attempting, directly or indirectly, any measures inimical 
to the common cause, use every means Vyour power to 
frustrate his designs. It is not in my "poweVat this time to 
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point out the mode by which this end is to be accomplish- 
ed ; but if forcible measures are judged necessary, (respect- 
ing the person of the Governour,) I should have no diffi- 
culty in ordering them if the Continental Congress were not 
sitting ; but as this is the case, and the seizing of a Governour 
quite a new thing, and of exceeding great importance, I must 
refer you to that body for direction, in case the Governour 
should make any move towards increasing the strength of 
the Tory party, or in arming them against the cause we are 
embarked in. In like manner watch the movements of 
the Indian Agent, (Colonel Guy Johnson,) and prevent, 
as far as you can, the effect of his influence to our preju- 
dice with the Indians. Obtain the best information you 
can of the temper and disposition of those people, and 
also of the Canadians, that a proper line may be marked 
out to conciliate their good opinion, or facilitate any future 
operation. 

The posts on Lake Champlain, &tc, you will please to 
have properly supplied with provisions, and ammunition ; 
and this, I am persuaded, you will aim at doing on the 
best terms, to prevent our good cause from sinking under 
a heavy load of expense. 

You will be pleased, also, to make regular returns to me 
once a month, and to the Continental Congress, and often- 
er, as occurrences may require, of the forces under your 
command, of your provisions, stores, &c, and give me the 
earliest advices of every piece of intelligence which you 
shall judge of importance to be speedily known. Your 
own good sense must govern in all matters not pointed out, 
as I do not wish to circumscribe you within narrow limits. 
' I remain, with great regard, Sir, your most obedient ser- 
vant, Go. Washington. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO CONGRESS. 

New-York, June 25, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The rain on Friday afternoon and iScr- 
turday, the advice of several gentlemen of the Jerseys 
and this City, by no means to cross Hudson's River at 
the lower ferry, and some other circumstances too trivial 
to mention, which happened on the road, prevented my 
arrival at this place until the afternoon of this day. 

In the morning, after giving General Schuyler such or- 
ders as, from _the result of my inquiry into matters here, 
appear necessary, I shall set out on my journey to the camp 
at Boston, and shall proceed with all the despatch in my 
power. 

Powder is so essential an article, that I cannot help again 
repeating the necessity of a supply. The camp at Boston, 
from the best account I can get from thence, is but very 

foorly supplied. At this place they have scarce any. 
low they are provided in General Wooster's camp, I have 
not been able yet to learn. 

Governotir Tryon is arrived, and General Schuyler di- 
rected to advise you of the line of conduct he moves in. 
I fear it will not be very favourable to the American cause. 

I have only to add, that" I am, with great respect and 
regard, gentlemen, your most obedient and. obliged hum- 
ble servant, Go. Washington. 
To the Hon, John Hancock, Esq., and the Hon. Members 

of the Continental Congress. 



Ticonderoga, Juno 95, 1775. 

Mr. Holt : The following erroneous account of the 
reduction of Ticonderoga, was published irt^Mr. Thomas's 
Oracle of Liberty, the 24th of May last ; and as the wri- 
ter of the account which follows it had no opportunity of 
seeing it till very lately, he being up at the forts ever since 
they were taken, he could not contradict it sooner. I beg, 
therefore, you will republish it in jour next journal, to- 
gether with the account that follows it, which may be de- 
pended on. \ I am, yours, &c. 

. _._ . " Cambridge, May 18, 1775. 

" Yesterday Colonel Easton arrived at the Provincial 
Congress in Watertown, from Ticonderoga, and brings the 
glorious tows: 35/ the taking that place by the American 
forces, without the Joss of a man, of which interesting 
event we have collected the following particulars, viz : 

" Last Tuesday se'nnight, about two hundred and forty 
men, from Connecticut and this Province, under Colonel 



Allen and Colonel Easton, arrived at the lake, near Ticon- 
deroga; eighty of them crossed it, and came to the fort 
about the dawn of day. The sentry was much surprised 
at seeing such a body of men, and snapped his piece at 
them ; our men, however, rushed forward, seized and con- 
fined the sentry, pushed through the covered vyay, and all 
got safe upon the parade, while the garrison were sleeping 
in their beds. They immediately formed a hollow square, 
and gave three huzzas, which brought out the garrison, 
and an inconsiderable skirmish with cutlasses or bayonets 
ensued, in which a small number of the enemy received 
some wounds. The commanding officer soon came forth ; 
Colonel Easton clapped him upon the shoulder, told him 
he was his prisoner, and demanded, in the name of Ame- 
rica, an instant surrender of the fort, with all its contents, 
to the American forces. The officer was in great confu- 
sion, and expressed himself to this effect: Damn you, 
what — what does all this mean r Colonel Easton again 
told him that he and his garrison were prisoners. The offi- 
cer said, that he hoped he should be treated with honour. 
Colonel Easton replied he should be treated With much 
more honour than our people had met with from the Bri- 
tish Troops. The officer then said, he. was all submission, 
and immediately ordered his soldiers to deliver up all the 
arms, in number abqut one hundred stands. Asjhey gave 
up their arms, the prisoners were secured in the hollow 
square. ^ . . ■ ,._-- - - , / 

" The American forces having thus providentially got 
possession of this important fortress, found in it upwards 
of one hundred pieces of cannon, several mortars, and a 
considerable quantity of shot, stores, and some, powder. 

"After this acquisition, a detachment of _our Troops" 
was despatched to take possession of Crown Point, where 
there is a considerable number of cannon. Another de- 
tachment was sent to Skenesborough, where they took 
Major Skene and his family, with a number of soldiers, 
and several small pieces of cannon." 

As the above account of the reduction" of Ticonderoga, 
which, from its complexion, I suppose originated with that 
very modest gentleman (Colonel Easton) himself, is so re- 
plete with falsehood, and is so great an .imposition on the 
publick, that I think it my duty, in order to undeceive the 
publick, and to do justice to modest merit, to give you .a 
candid detail of the whole "matter, for the truth of which I 
appeal to every officer and private who were present, which 
is as follows : 

Some gentlemen arrived in the New-Hampshire Grants 
from Connecticut, with a design of seizing on the fortress 
of Ticonderoga ; were there joined by a number of men, 
among whom were Colonels Allen and Easton ; the for- 
mer, with the assistance of Captain Warner, collected 
about one hundred and fifty men, with whonvthey marched 
to Castletoum, twenty miles from Ticonderoga, where they 
left Colonel Easton, and proceeded ten "miles towards 
Shoreham. The next day Colonel Arnold_ arrived at Cas- 
tletown from Cambridge. Having concerted in a ._ similar 
plan, and being commissioned by the Massachusetts Con- 
gress to raise a regiment,, he proceeded on to the party 
under the command of Colonel Allen. When Colonel 
Arnold made known his commission, &c, it was voted by 
the officers present that he should take a joint command 
with Colonel Allen, (Colonel Easton not presuming to 
take any command.) When the party had marched to 
Shoreham, two miles on the lake below Ticonderoga^ 
where they waited for batteaus to cross" the lake, until mid- 
night, and none arriving, Colonel Arnold, with much dif- 
ficulty, persuaded about forty men to ernbark with him in 
a batteau accidentally taken there, and landedTiarf. a mile 
from the fort, and immediately sent back the batteau, which, 
by reason of a violent slorm of wind and rarp ,_dl d not re- 
turn until break of day, with a small boat, and near fifty " 
men in both. It was then proposed by some gentlemen 
to wait open day and the arrival of the remahrffer of the 
men, which amounted at that time to near on© hundred. 
This Colonel Arnold strenuously opposed, and 1 urged to 
storm the fort immediately, declaring he would enter if 
alone, if no man had courage, enough to follow him.' This" 
had the desired effect ; he, with Colonej. Allen, headed the 
party, and proceeded directly to the fort. When they 
came within about ten yards of the gate, the sentry dis- 
covered them, and made a precipitate retreat. He was 
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pursued closely by Colonel Arnold, who was the first per- 
son' that entered the fort, and Colonel Allen about five 
.yards behind him. This Iwas an _ eye-witness of, being 
^ only a few yards distant. Colonel Arnold immediately 
. Ordered tli£ men tp, secure the doors of the barracks, and 
went Jiirnsefi*, with Colonel Allen, to the commanding o'ffi- 
. cer, Captain Delaplace, and desired him to deliver up his 
arms, and he might expect to be treated like a gentleman; 
vvhich He immediately complied with, as did the whole gar- 
rison.__ ; ."'*.., _ I ' .„..'_.'„'. 

1 dp not recollect seeing Colonel Easton until nine 
o'clock^ and was told he was the last man that entered the 
fort, and that not till the soldiers and their arms were se- 
cured, he having concealed himself in an old barrack near 
the redoubt, under the pretence of wiping and drying his 
.gun, \vhieh_he said had got wet in crossing the lake ; since 
whjch I have often heard Colonel Easton, in a base and 
cowardly manner, abuse Colonel Arnold behind his back, 
.though always very complaisant before his face. Colonel 
Arnold yfss soon made acquainted with the liberty be had 
' taken with his character ; and upon his refusing to give 
,prd per satisfaction, I had. the pleasure of seeing him heart- 
ily kicked by Colonel Arnold, to the great satisfaction of 
a number of gentlemen present, although he (Easton) was 
nrmecTwLth a cutlass, and r a pair of loaded pistols in his 
pocket. I am your humble servant, Veritas.. 

..- - --.-.'■'■, / . - ■.-- ■ Hartford, Jury 28, 1775. 

, Having by accident seen in a paper styled the American 
Oracle, of May 24, the paragraph relative to the taking 
[Ticonderoga by one Colonel Easton ; and being the com- 
manding officer at that time, think 1 cannot, in justice to 
.myself, do less than contradict the many particulars therein 
contained, knowing them to be totally void of truth. In- 
deed, I am quite at a loss to conjecture what could incline 
this same Colonel Easton to publish a conversation said to 
be had with me, except he, knowing that I was a prisoner, 
and restricted from, giving any account at all of this affair, 
took the advantage of my situation, in order to answer Jiis 
oVn purposes, at the total expense of his veracity; for I 
solemnly declare I never saw Colonel Easton at the time 
the fort was surprised, nor had he and I any conversation 
■whatever relative thereto, then, or at any other time since. 

'..'■■■.'.;.• ;. •'.-■■ ■-''•'. WlLJilAM DeLAPLACE. 



TO THE PRINTER. 

The following is an address from the inhabitants upon 
-Lake Champlain, to the worthy Colonel Arnold, of New- 
-Haven, who, in April last, on the first alarm of the ravage 
and bloodshed committed by the Ministerial Troops at 
* Lexington, &tc, marched, with his company of Cadets, from 
■ New-Haven to. the assistance of hjs bleeding countrymen, 
On hi.s.marcj] he concerted a plan for the reduction of 
the very important fortresses Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point, which he first communicated, to a member of the 
'Committee of Correspondence for Connecticut, afterwards 
,by lettej.to the Goyernour of Connecticut, and immediately 
after his arrival at Cambridge to the Provincial Congress 
and Committee of Safety. They approving his plan, and 
.confiding in his judgment and fidelity, commissioned him . 
to reduce the same, which, by his vigilance and prudence, 
_ ..he soon effected: and having also taken possession pf the 
-King's sloop and batteaus, vvhich were, at St. John's, se- 
, cured the protection of all our frontiers in that quarter, and 
-obtained the conipand, without the loss of one man, of an 
extent of country one hundred and sixty miles in length, 
, ; which, in. the last war, cost the British. Nation two millions 
.of money and two campaigns, under the command of some 
of. the best English Generals, in which many thousand 
.. brave herpes.fe.il. While we regret, and sensibly feel the 
loss of a Warren, and many other worthy men, in the pre- 
sent conflict, we have reason to rejoice that so many others, 
' and among them an Arnold, are preserved to us, who are 

• equally ready to risk their lives in defence of the rights 
and liberties of their country. 

", . It appears that envy or self-interested views has created 
Colonel Arnold some enemies, who have, .in his absence, 
artfully endeavoured to misrepresent his conduct, and give 
a blamable aspect to actions which, when fairly exam- 

• ined, will be found to merit the highest approbation of 



his constituents and the publick, whose judgment, with 
respect to the reports to his prejudice, it is hoped will be 
suspended, till he can have an opportunity to vindicate his 
character. _. ..""-' A. B._ 



To Benedict Arnold, Esquire, Colonel of a Massa- 
chusetts Regiment. , and Commander-in-Chief of an 
Expedition to Lake Champlain, for taking the For- 
tresses on said Lake, and the armed vessel thereon, into 
the possession and protection of the American Army. 
We, the subscribers, the principal inhabitants on the said 
lake, in behalf of ourselves, and on behalf of all the inha- 
bitants contiguous thereto, amounting in number to about . 
six hundred families, deeply impressed with a sense of 
your merit, and the weighty obligations which we lie under 
to you in your military capacity, think' it our duty to ad- 
dress you in this publick manner, to testify our gratitude 
and thankfulness for the uncommon vigilance, vigour, and 
spirit, with which you have achieved .those important con- 
quests, so essentially necessary for_ our preservation and 
safety from the threatened and much dreaded incursions of 
an inveterate enemy. 

The humanity and benevolence, which you have exer- 
cised towards the inhabitants of those parts most imme- 
diately affected by the. present convulsions, by supplying 
them with provisions in their. distress, render you no less 
worthy our admiration, than your tenderness and polite 
treatment of such prisoners as have fallen into your hands 
entitle you to the most favourable opinion of some of the 
regular officers, whose grateful sentiments thereon _ you 
have already received. So you are likewise, in a peculiar 
manner, entitled to our warmest thanks, since you Irave 
thereby, and by the proofs they have had of your prudence 
and valour, been the means of, keeping our enemy and 
their scouting parties at a distance from us, to which your 
vigilance, in constantly employing such a number of boats 
on the north part of this lake, hath not a little contributed. 
The humane and polite manner with which you treated 
your prisoners, insures to you the applause of all : you have 
thereby shown your adversaries a bright example of that 
elevation and generosity of soul, which nothing less "than 
real magnanimity and innate virtue could .inspire. " 

By your vigilance and good conduct, we have been, un- 
der Providence, preserved from the incursiohj and ravages 
of an enraged enemy, to whose declared vengeance we lay 
entirely exposed ; and therefore we cannot help expressing : 
our sorrow at the approaching perio_d of your removal 
from us. 

Convinced of your competency to the undertaking ~of 
protecting us, we cannot help lamenting our situation oil 
the thoughts of losing you, being ignorant of the experience. 
or abilities of the gentleman appointed to succeed you. 
We sincerely wish you rewards adequate to your merit, 
and are, with the utmost gratitude, regard, and esteem, 
Sir, your most obliged and most obedient servants, , 

[Signed by a number of the principal Inhabitants, on 
behalf of themselves and the rest.] 

Lake Champlain, July 3, 1775. - 

To the very respectable Inhabitants on Lake Champlain : 
Gentlemen : Permit me to return you my most hearty 
thanks for the polite and obliging address you have been 
pleased to present me this day, which, as it convinces me 
of your esteem and approbation of my conduct in a mili- 
tary capacity, is more than an adequate recompense for the 
poor services" and protection I have been happy enough to 
render you, which both duty and humanity required of me. 
lam much pleased to have it in my power, in this publick 
manner, to return you my sincere thanks for your support, 
vigilance, and spirited conduct in the publick cause, and 
cannot help regretting the necessity I am under t)f leaving 
you so soon. 1 heartily wish you the protection of that 
kind Providence which has so remarkably interposed in 
your favour heretofore, and beg leave to assure you 1 shall, 
at all times, be happy in hearing of the welfare of all the 
inhabitants on Lake Champlain, but of my friends in par- 
ticular ; and am, with the greatest respect and esteem, gen- 
tlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

Benedict Arnold. 

Crown Point, July 4, 1775. 
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THADDEUS BURR TO GENERAL WOOSTER. 

Fairfield, June 25, 1775 ; 12 o'clock. 

Sir : Captain Jonathan Malt Lie, who went express from 
here last Sabbath, lias this day returned from Watertown, 
which place lie left last Thursday, at four o'clock, after- 
noon, and the intelligence brought by him being so direct, I 
thought it my duty to forward it to you, which is as fol- 
lows, viz : 

Copy of a letter from Mr. Isaac Loihrop, one of the 
Provincial Congress at Watertown. 



Mr. Penficld will also hand you a paper from Cambridge, 
which contains some particulars, 

I am, in the utmost haste, Sir, your friend and humble 
servant, Thaddeus Burr. 

To General Wooster, at Greenwich. 



The Congress of the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, 
To Andrew Gilman, Gentleman : 
We, entertaining a good opinion of your prudence, cou- 
rage, and good conduct, do appoint, and you, the said An- 
drew^ Gilman, are hereby appointed to the honorary title 
of Lieutenant ; and you are to be considered of that rank 
not only among the good people of this Province, but also 
among all our friends and brethren through the Continent; 
apd we confide in your readiness to promote the common 
cause of America among our good brothers the ■■ Indians of 
the several tribes which you may have opportunity to be 
acquainted with, as well as with the inhabitants of the Prov- 



" Watertown, June 22, : 1775. 

" Before this reaches you, you will doubtless hear of the 
engagement of last Saturday, between our Troops and 
those of the Army at Boston; but lest you should not be 
well informed, I will now undertake to give you as regular 
an account as can at present be obtained. Last Friday even- 
ing a detachment from the camp at Cambridge marched 
to Charlestoivn, and there took possession o[ Breed's Hill, 
about half a. mile from the ferry ; their intrenching tools not 

coming up in season, it was twelve o'clock before they be- ince of Quebeck. By order "of 'the Congress 
gan their works As soon as daylight appeared they were Watertown, June 25, 1775. 
discovered from Boston, when the men-of-war in the ferry, 
the battery from Copp's Hill, and the floating batteries, kept 
up a continual cannonading and bombarding, which fortu- 
nately did but little execution, although our intrenchments 
were very far from being completed. This continued till 
about two o'clock, when a large Army of between four and 
five thousand men, (as we since hear from Boston,) under 
the command of General Howe, landed on the back of the 
hill, and marched up with great seeming resolution towards 
our lines. Our men reserved their fire till the enemy had 
advanced very near, when a general engagement ensued. 
The fire from our lines was so excessively heavy, and made 
such a terrible slaughter, as obliged the enemy twice to 
give way, although many of their officers stood in the rear 
with their swords pointed at their backs, ready to run them 
through. Our men kept up a continual blaze upon them 
for about an liour, with such execution as is scarce credible. 
The enemy then came on the flanks, marched up, and forced 
their way over the ramparts with fixed bayonets, cutlasses, 
and hand-grenades, which obliged our little brave Army, 
consisting only of about five hundred men at most, to retreat. 

"The Town of Charlestown was fired in various parts 
during the action, and is now consumed to a wretched heap 
of rubbish. I kept my ground at Watcrtown; but what 
with the thundering of cannon and small arms, the confla- 
gration of Charlestoivn, the wagons and horse-litters, with t 

the wounded men coming to the hospital in this Town, and tw ° months pay, as a Captain in the Colony service, 
the streaming of expresses to and fro, exhibited such an , John Lake 

awful scene as I pray God Almighty I may never again To the Honourable Provincial Congress. 

behold. The brave and worthy Doctor Warren was killed, 

stripped, and buried within the intrenchment. 

" Our numbers killed are not yet known ; but by the best 
account I can obtain it will not much exceed fifty, and the 
wounded short of a hundred. Several credible persons have 
since made their. escape by water from Boston, some of 



In Provincial Congress, Watertown, June 25, 1775. 

Resolved, That Lieutenant Andrew Gilman be and here- 
by is ordered and instructed to use his utmost influence to 
cultivate a friendly and peaceable disposition in the Indians 
at St. Francois, and all other parts adjoining, and to give 
intelligence of their Temper and disposition from time to 
time, as he shall have opportunity, and as the importance 
of affairs may require; and also of the Canadians at Que- 
leck, and other adjacent parts of Canada, so "often as it 
may be in his power: for which service he shall receive a 
proper reward. By order of Congress. 

James Warren, President. 



JOHN LANE TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

. Watertown, June 25, 1775. 

John Lane having been employed by the honourable 
Congress to go to Penobscot to treat with the Indians there, 
and the said Congress, in consequence of his services, hay- 
ing resolved that he shall have a Captain's commission, 
provided he enlist a company of fifty-six effective men to 
join the Army at Cambridge; and he being now going to 
proceed on that business, humbly prays that your Honours 
would direct the Receiver-General to pay him or his order 



MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 
In Provincial Congress, Watertown, June 25, 1775. 

May it please your Honour: From advices received 



whom I well know. The latest out says, that upwards of JuZnl^ Tt f & TT ""T t0 , deterinine that 

fourteen hundred of the enemy were killed and wounded allthe /«^ Troops already destined, or that may yet be 

with eighty-four officers; and that twenty-ei,ht of our men ^ d A TT f*- ^T ' ™l COme t0 Botttm > lt 

were macTe prisoners, and the enemy had buried forty-one" w g Tt" >' 7 f^i ' f P ° SS,b,e ' *° r ° Ut ° Ur Arm * 

of our dead. All agree that the loss of the enemy in killed b t efoie , that P lace V ^ stro ? a ' our ™gaz,nes, and thereby to 

and wounded is. mor°e than one thousand. General Howe f tr *e terrour and fa.ntness mto the hearts of all the friends 



says, you may talk of your Mindens and Fontenoys, &c, 
but he never saw nor heard of such carnage in so short a 
time. All the surgeonsin the Army, with what they could 
get in Boston, were not sufficient to dress the wounded. 
Although they were twenty-four hours, night and day, in 
removing them from Charlestown, with the assistance of 
many of the inhabitants of Boston, whom they pressed into 
the service, many died in the streets on their way to the 
hospitals. 

"• N. B. Doctor Mather had his whole furniture, with his 
library, plate, &c, "consumed in the fire at Charlestown.'" 

I have- employed Mr. Samuel Penfield to go with this ; 



to right and liberty throughout the Continent, to revive and 
animate their scattered friends, and break the union of the 
Colonies, and in that way insure final success to their 
tyranny. This being undoubtedly the plan of our enemies, 
it is of inexpressible consequence that the ground which 
we have taken should, at all events, be maintained. Your 
Honour is no doubt fully sensible that our Army, for the 
present, is unavoidably checked with regard to offensive 
operations, for a reason of which you are not unapprized, but, 
however, we have the means of acting on the defensive. 

As Boston is impregnable against every thing but great 
artillery, very few Troops are sufficieat to keep°it ; and as 
there are two passes at least, very distant from each other, 



if you think it properto forward this account to New York, by which the enemy will probably attempt to advance into 

Yn w-lf yt0SerVey0 r • t, ■ ^e country, it is thereby necessar/thatwe P should throw our 

You wdl excuse my send.ng ,t open, as I think it best Army into at least two grand divisions, each of whicWh 

for everr one to know with what bravery our men have to be able to withstand almost the whole strength of the ene 

acted and how Godjn bis province seems to appear my. Your Honour is acquainted that it was first supposed 

-■'.-■ t0 he necessary that thirty thousand men should be raised 
r ourth Series. — Vol. ii. 69 
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§nd stationed to act, for this season, in the environs of Bos- 
Ion. Thirteen thousand six hundred was the number sup- 
posed by out Congress to be this Colony's proportion of 
sucli an Army, and that number we have, to our. utmost, 
been endeavouring fully to complete ; but because there are 
deficiencies in our Regiments, as your Honour well knows 
there always will be in such cases, in order to make that 
quota good we have been obliged to increase the number 
of the Regiments ; but still there is a deficiency. And be- 
cause of the inexpressible importance of having our Army 
■effectually strong, we are, with unremitted efforts, and by 
every device, at vast expense, labouring to make that num- 
ber fully complete, or rather to exceed it. 

May it please your Honour.: Because we are so vastly 
apprehensive of the fatal consequences of a general defeat 
"of this Army to the whole American cause, and are so un- 
utterably solicitous to have it effectually strengthened, we 
have called in every individual of our levies, from all our 
out-posts, tp join the Army, although by that measure we 
expose all our Towns on the sea-coast to the rage and 
depredations of the enemy, and run the dreadful risk of 
the best of our Towns being reduced to ashes, and taking 
the miserable fate of CharUstoivn. 

We beg leave to acquaint your Honour that it is most 
clearly our opinion, and that we have the best grounds to 
suppose, that as soon as the enemy have recovered a little 
breath from their amazing fatigues of the seventeenth of 
June, and the surprising losses which they then undoubtedly 
sustained shall be made up by arrivals of new troops, which 
is almost daily taking place, they will direct all their force 
to some one point, and make the utmost efforts to force 
our lines, destroy our magazines, and thereby strike general 
terrour and amazement into the hearts of the inhabitants 
of the whole Continent. 

From this view of the case we cannot a moment longer 
forbear addressing your Honour, and most earnestly sug- 
gesting to the immediate consideration of your General 
Assembly, not only the expediency, but indispensable ne- 
cessity of an immediate augmentation of the Troops from 
your Colony, for the more effectual strengthening of the 
Army. What the number of the augmentation ought to 
be, we most cheerfully submit to the good judgment of your 
Assembly, not in the least doubting but their wisdom and 
justice will direct and dispose them to do all that is proper 
in so important a crisis as we really consider the present. 

We need not express to your Honour the indispensable 
necessity of despatch in making re-enforcements, nor the 
propriety and advantage of marching any new levies, which 
your Assembly may order with all possible speed, without 
the first raised Companies waiting for the completion of 
others ; inasmuch as your Colony has here on the spot all 
the proper officers to make the necessary disposition, for 
their reception, and as the season of their being of any 
advantage for the support of onr Army may be irrevocably 
lapsed before their arrival, if the least unnecessary delay 
should be indulged. 

We have" made a representation to the Lieutenant-Go- 
vernour of Rhode-Island, similar to the foregoing, and are 
about to make a like representation to the Congress of New- 
Hampshire, and to send the same by special express. 

We suppose the whole number of our enemy's land 
forces, when Joined with the four Regiments which were 
prdered to New-York, will amount to upwards of ten thou- 
sand, exclusive of negroes and tories, who are every w 7 ay 
provided and furnished in the best manner for action. 

We have the fullest confidence, that your Honour's zeal 
arid ardour for the salvation of our Country, and the pre- 
servation of our inestimable rights, will render any impor- 
tunity unnecessary to induce you to take all the requisite 
steps to effect the proposed augmentation for which we are 
most solicitous. 

To Governour Trumbull, 



with yours, will, we hope, put an end to all such disorders 
as have taken place in the instance to which we would now 
proceed. We are informed by Captain Gage that a com- 
pany of fifty men were enlisted under his command as 
Minute-men, in the Town of 'Bradford, agreeable to a re- 
commendation of the Provincial Congress ; and we find, by 
said, enlistment, they engaged to serve for the term of one 
year from February, 1775, We are also informed, that 
said men refused enlisting anew, agreeable to the late order 
of Congress for establishing an "army, but have, notwith- 
standing, been doing duty in the camp, and it was expected 
by their officers and this Committee, that they would con- 
tinue, in the service agreeable to their engagement; but to 
our surprise we are informed that the whole of said Com- 
pany, save two men, have scandalously deserted the cause 
of their Country, and stained their own horrour by leaving 
the camp and returning home; by which conduct they have 
forfeited all their pay, and set an example which-, if fol- 
lowed, must injure the important cause we are engaged in. 
We therefore must, in the strongest terms, urge that you 
use" your influence in this matter in such way lis shall tend 
to bring those persons to such a sense of their bad con- 
duct as may cause them to return to their duty; for should 
such base conduct not be put a stop to, how would our 
character in this Colony appear to our brethren in the sis- 
ter Colonies? We apprehend we need not say any thing 
further to urge you to exert yourselves in this affair, but 
that the importance of putting a stop to such proceedings 
will be of sufficient weight with you to act such a part as 
will do you honour and your country service. 
We are, &ic. 

N. B. Should they return and continue in their duty, 
they "will no doubt be entitled to and receive pay for their 
whole services. 



MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE Of SAFETY TO THE SELECT- 
MEN OF BRADFORD. 

Cambridge, June 95, 1775. 

' Gentlemen: It gives us great concern that we are 
obliged to address you on a subject which we are convinced 
must be disagreeable ; but the department we are placed in, 
and' the safety of this Colony, demand our exertions, which, 



GEN. FOLSOM TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

June 25, 1775. 

Gentlemen: In my letter of the twenty-third instant, 
I informed you that Colonel Stark refused subordination to 
my orders; but yesterday he made such submission ss in- 
duces me to desire you to pass over said letter, so far as it 
relates to him, unnoticed. He has three supernumerary 
Companies, one of which very lately joined his Regiment: 
pray your orders withjespect to them. In my letter of the 
fourth instant I omitted mentioning that the Captain-Gene- 
ral could as poorly supply me matrosses as artillery. 'Tis 
tfeedless to mention that a camp is insecure without artillery- 
men in proportion to the battalion. The New-Hampshire 
forces, in their present station, are in a great measure inde- 
pendent of the other forces, and, if occasion requires, the 
few matrosses in our camp (scarcely sufficient to manage a 
few small field-pieces) may be detached from us, and the 
camp left entirely destitute. I therefore pray your judg- 
ment whether it is not more eligible to draft out one half 
the Artillery Company designed to be raised in Portsmouth, 
to join your forces here, with a good Engineer, as soon as 
may be. 

If you cannot procure any expert gunner in New-Hamp- 
shire; several persons have been recommended to me by 
members of the Massachusetts Congress, who I believe 
may be procured by proper encouragement. 

I am your most obedient humble servant, 

- Nathaniel Folsom. 

To the Honourable Committee of Safety for the. Colony 
of New-Hampshire. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN OFFICER OF THE ARMY 
IN BOSTON TO HIS FRIEND IN ENGLAND, DATED JUNE 

25, 1775. . 

- When I left England, the service on which I am now 
come was* even at that time irksome and disagreeable, but 
now it is doubly so. The cause in which we are concerned 
is entirely obliterated ; our disputes, as from man' to man, 
are of a private nature. The people of the country have, 
by various methods, exasperated and enraged us ; and to 
free ourselves from a situation so disagreeable and confined, 
there is not any thing we would not attempt, I confess, 
upon the grand basis of this business we all unanimously 
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acquit the Colonists, and every hour of the day pray Lord 
North to head us. After the skirmish of the seventeenth, 
we even commended the Troops of Putnam, "who fought 
so gallantly, pro oris et focis. When we marched to the 
attack of their redoubt, they called out " Colonef Aber- 
crombie, are the Yankees cowards ?" nor did they discharge 
a gun until we were within fifteen yards. The fire on our 
left wing was so hot that our Troops broke ; but the Gre- 
nadiers, with uncommon fury, attacked the trenches, and 
forced them, when our soldiers rallied again. We kept 
possession of the intrenchments till next morning, when 
we marched into Boston; a sad remains of those glorious 
fellows who were led into the field. Gen. Howe was three 
times in the field left by himself, so numerous were the 
killed and wounded about him ; and alas ! I grieve to tell 
you, that I fear nine out of ten of these gallant fellows will 
die of their wounds. The loss of the Provincial Troops 
is trifling in comparison to ours; and. indeed another such 
onset will be our ruin. A universal murmur now runs 
through the Army, which ever most disagreeably invades 
the General's ears. An Irish officer humorously said on 
the occasion, that indeed we had gained but a" loss. In 
short, all you have yet sent by way of Troops to this Con- 
tinent are but a mouthful. If you send more to add to us, 
we may make them a dinner; and you may continue to 
supply them with a supper, and then it will be a good night. 
Indeed, we may say with Falstaff, with great propriety, that 
"they make us here but food for gunpowder." I wish all 
these domestick animosities were settled, and also our pri- 
vate ones; but even in our promotions, glaring and unjust 
partialities prevail. So very secret was the late action con- 
ducted, that Generals Clinton and Burgoyne knew not of 
it till the morning, though the Town did in general, and 
Putnam in particular. This man served under Prussia, 
and does honour to his master ; he is sixty-three, and brave 
to the back bone. I hope better times, but these are really 
sad ones. Adieu. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BOSTON TO A GENTLEMAN IN 
SCOTLAND, DATED JUNE 25, 1775. 

About a week ago the remainder of the fleet from Ire- 
land arrived here with the Thirty-Fifth, Forty-Ninth, and 
Sixty-Third Regiments of Foot, and Seventeenth of Light 
Dragoons, all of whom, except part of the Forty-Ninth, 
were landed. 

At daylight on Saturday morning, the seventeenth in- 
stant, I was awakened by some cannon fired from the Lively, 
man-pf-war, stationed at Charlestown Ferry. This firing 
was occasioned by their seeing a great number of the rebels 
at work, raising a redoubt orrthat height, at the back of 
Charlestown, nearest to Boston, known by the name of 
Bunker's Hill, which they had begun the night before, 
and, by the help of facines, gabions, and other such mate- 
rials, and by a great number of hands, they had got almost 
completed. This firing from the Lively was almost imme- 
diately put a stop to by the Admiral. In the mean time 
the General ordered three pieces of brass cannon, (twenty- 
four pounders,) tol)e mounted "on a battery that had been 
raised on Copp's Hill, at the north end, where he also sent 
some howitzers, and a large quantity of ammunition of all 
kinds, . . _. 

At nine in the morning this battery opened, and continued 
to annoy the rebels all the forenoon, as did also the Glas- 
goiv, man-of-war, who lay off the point at New-Boston. 
At twelve o'clock the Light Infantrv and Grenadiers, with 
the Fifth, Thirty-Eighth, Forty-Third, and Fifty-Second 
Regiments, embarked on board the transport boats at the 
Long Wharf and at the north battery, and about half 
past one landed on Charlestown Point, at the entrance of 
Mistick River, covered by a heavy fire from the Lively, 
and another man-of-war stationed off the north battery; 
a large sloop and two. floating batteries at Charlestown 
Ferry; the battery from Copp's Hill; a transport mount- 
ing twenty guns, lying a little higher up, and the Glasgow, 
man-of-w T ar. They effected their landing without any loss, 
and, after resting the men a few minutes, marched on to 
dislodge the rebels from some posts they had taken on the 
back of the. hill... 

In half an hour after, the Forty-Seventh Regiment, part 
of the Thirty -Fifth, and a battalion of Marines, followed, 



and landed at the place where there formerly was a battery 
in Charlestons. 

At their landing, the Town of Charlestown was set on 
fire by carcasses thrown from Copp's Hill battery, and the 
Troops marched on, commanded by Generals Howe and 
Clinton. 

About three quarters past three, an excessively hot fire 
commenced on the back of the hiil, to dislodge a large 
body of the rebels that had posted themselves behind some 
fences, which they had made ball-proof by bushes, hay, 
earth, &c. This fire lasted about fifty minutes. As s.oon 
as they had dislodged this body, one party of our men came 
up on one side, and another on the other side of the re- 
doubt, and stormed and carried it in a few minutes. From 
this they pursued the rebels to the hill beyond, and having 
drove them from that, forced them over Charlestown Neck. 
All this they accomplished in about four hours, having 
entire possession of the Neck by six o'clock. The whole 
body of Troops engaged was about fourteen hundred. 

In the redoubt the rebels had sixteen hundred men ; and 
behind it and the fences, which they had fortified from that 
to the water, about five thousand ; besides some thousands 
more stationed on the hill behind, all of whom the Troops 
forced to fly over the Neck. 

The loss on both sides is supposed to be nearly equal ; 
nor can we wonder it should be so, when we "consider that 
this handful of fourteen hundred jnen forced a redoubt de- 
fended by sixteen hundred, who, had they behaved with any- 
tolerable "degree of courage, and had but a small portion of 
military skill, they might have defended against three times 
their number. Our officers have suffered much, no less 
than eighty-six being killed and wounded. Among the 
killed of the rebels is Doctor Warren, who commanded at 
the redoubt. The Troops are now busy in fortifying the 
hill that commands Charlestown Neck; and the rebels are 
fortifying a hill about half way between that and Cambridge, 
from which I expect to find them dislodged in a kw days. 

We hear nothing from the country, as this has put an 
entire stop to the little communication we had before. 

Had this post not been taken, it was the intention of the 
rebels to have set fire to Boston that night ; instead of 
which the whole Town of Charlestown is in ruins ; their 
leader and orator (Doctor Warren) is slain ; and they must 
now be convinced that British Troops are capable of dri- 
ving them from their strongest holds, though opposed by 
vast superiority of numbers. 



GENERAL BURGOYNE TO XORD STANLEY. 

Boston, June 25, 1775. 

Boston is a peninsula, joined to the main land only by 
a narrow neck, which, on the first troubles, General Gage 
fortified ; arms of the sea and the harbour surround the 
rest on the other side. On one of these arms, to the north, 
is Charlestown, or rather was, for it is now rubbish, and 
over it is a large hill, which is also (like Boston) a penin- 
sula. To the sooth of the Town is a still larger scope of 
ground, containing three hills, joining also to the main by a 
tongue of land, and called Dorchester Neck. The heights, 
as above described, both north and south, (in the soldier's 
phrase,) command the Town] that is, give an opportunity 
pf erecting batteries above any that you can make against 
them, and consequently are much more advantageous. It 
was absolutely necessary we should make ourselves mas- 
ters of these heights, and we proposed to begin with Dor- 
chester; because, from the particular situation of batteries 
and shipping, (too long to describe, and unintelligible to you 
if I did,) it would evidently be effected without any con- 
siderable loss. Every thing was accordingly disposed ; my 
two colleagues and myself, (who, by the by, have never 
differed in one jot of military sentiment,) had, in concert 
with General Gage, formed the plan. Howe was to land 
the transports on the point; Clinton in the centre; and I 
was to cannonade from the Causeivay or the Neck ; each 
to take advantage of circumstances. The operations must 
have been very easy; this was to have been executed on 
the 18th. On the 17th, at dawn of day, we found the 
enemy" had pushed intrenchments with great diligence 
during the night, on the heights of Charlestown, and we 
evidently saw that every hour gave them fresh strength ; it 
therefore became necessary to alter our plan, and attack on 
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that side. Howe, as second in command, was detached 
with about two thousand men, and landed on the outward, 
side of the peninsula, covered with shipping, without oppo- 
sition ; he was to advance from thence up the hill which 
was. over Charlestown, where the strength of the enemy 
lay; he had under him Brigadier-General Pigot. Clinton 
and myself took our stand (for we had not any fixed post) 
in a large battery directly opposite to Charlestown, and 
commanded it, and also reaching the heights above it, and 
thereby facilitating Howe's attacks Howe's disposition 
was. exceeding soldierlike; in my opinion it was perfect. 
As his first ar.m advanced up the hill they met with a thou- 
sand impediments from strong fences, and were much ex- 
posed. They were also exceedingly hurt by musketry 
from Charlestown, though Clinton and 1 did not perceive 
jt until Howe sept us word by a boat, and desired us to set 
fire to the Town, which was immediately done ; we threw 
"a parcel of shells, and the whole was instantly in flames; 
our battery afterwards kept an incessant fire on the heights; 
it was seconded by a number of frigates, floating batteries, 
and one ship-of-the-line. And now ensued one of the 
greatest scenes of war that can be conceived: if we look 
to the height, Howe's corps ascending the hill in the face 
of intrenchments, and in a very disadvantageous ground, 
was much engaged ; to the left the enemy pouring in fresh 
troop's by thousands, over the land ; and in the arm of the 
sea our ships and floating batteries cannonading them ; 
s.traight before us a large and noble Town in one great 
blaze — the church-steeples being timber, were great pyra- 
mids of fire above the rest; behind us, the "church-steeples 
and heights of our own camp covered with spectators of 
the rest of our Army which was engaged ; the hills round 
the country covered with spectators ; the enemy all in anx- 
ious suspense ; the roar of cannon, mortars, and musketry ; 
the crash of churches, ships upon the stocks, and whole 
streets falling together, to fill the ear; the storm of the 
redoubts, with the objects above described, to fill the eyej 
and the reflection, that, perhaps, a defeat was a final loss to 
the British Empire in America, to fill the mind ; made 
the whole a picture, and a complication of horrour and 
importance beyond any thing that ever came to my lot to 
be witness to. I much lament Tom's* absence ; it was a 
sight for a young soldier that the longest service may not 
furnish again ; and had he been with me he would likewise 
have been out of danger; for, except two cannon balls that 
went a hundred yards over our heads, we were not in any 
part of the direction of the enemy's shot. A moment of 
the day was critical : Hoive's left were staggered ; tvvo 
battalions had been sent to re-enforce them, but we per- 
ceived them on the beach seeming in embarrassment what 
way to march. Clinton then, next for business, took the 
part without waiting for orders, to throw himself into a 
boat to head them ; he arrived in time to be of service ; 
the day ended with glory, and the success was most im- 
portant, considering the ascendancy it gave the Regular 
Troops ; but the loss was uncommon in officers for the 
numbers engaged. Howe was untouched, but his Aid-de- 
Camp, Sherwin, was killed ; Jordan, a friend of Howe's, 
who came engage le de cceur, to see the campaign, (a 
shipmate of ours on board the Cerberus, and who acted as 
aid-de-camp,) is badly wounded. Pigot was unhurt, but 
he behaved like a hero, You will see the list of the loss. 
Poor Colonel Abercrombic, who commanded the Grena- 
diers, died yesterday of his wounds. Captain Addison, 
our poor old friend, who arrived but the day before, and 
was toliave dined with me on the day of the action, was 
also killed ; bis son was upon the field at the same time. 
Major Mitchell is but very slightly. hurt; he is out already. 
Young Chetwynd's wound is also slight. Lord Percy's 
Regiment has suffered the most, and behaved the best ; 
his Lordship himself was not in the action. Lord Rowden 
behaved to a charm; his name is established for life. 



TO GENERAL BT7RG0YNE, • 

Sir : In reading the newspapers I find an extract of a 
letter which it is said you wrote a few days after the battle, 
of Charlestown, to a noble Lord in England; and I take 

* His nephew, the Honourable Thomas Stanley, Esquire, (and bro- 
ther to Lord Stanley,) who is gone a volunteer to Boston In His Ma." 
jesty'a service. 



notice you close your narration of that important day's 
work, by saying, "The day ended with glory." 

As I am totally at a loss to know what part of the day's 
conduct was crowned with so much " glory" on your part, 
permit me, Sir, to inquire, whether it was such a " glori- 
ous " achievement for upwards of two thousand regular 
disciplined troops, being the flower of the British Army, 
headed by the most approved and experienced Generals, 
with part of the train of artillery, supported and covered 
with one ship-of-the-line, a number of frigates and floating 
batteries, and a large baUery on Copp's Hill, in which 
General Clinton and you took your stand, and which com- 
manded the Town, to dislodge a much infeiiour number of 
American Militia from .9 slender defence, which they had 
but four hours to prepare, for it was twelve o'clock before, 
either spade or pickaxe entered the ground, and the Lively, 
ship-of-war, fired upon them at four next morning, atid soon 
after the battery above mentioned began to play. 

Was if, indeed, such a "glorious" action, with allthis 
tremendous apparatus of war, and under all these advan- 
tageous circumstances, in the space of twelve hours to kill 
seventy-seven, and wound two hundred and seventy-eight 
Americans, (twenty-eight of whom were captivated,) and 
take five small pieces of cannon, which they had not time 
to place? Nor was all this effected till they had sustained 
your fire from four o'clock in the morning till four o'clock 
in the afternoon; being then quite worn down with fatigue, 
and their ammunition wholly expended, were obliged to 
retreat. 

Your representation of the transactions of that day dees 
the Americans an honour you never intended. All Europe 
will revere the fortitude, and stand surprised at the firmness, 
and valour of this handful of brave, though undisciplined 
men. 

Or was it, indeed, such a "glorious" sight to view the 
field strewed with the mangled corpses of a few brave and 
virtuous Americans? Or to see the agonies and hear the 
piercing shrieks and dying groans of Abercromhie, Pit- 
cairn, and above a thousand others of those who were 
brought hither to crush the rising liberty of America, but 
who now lay weltering in tlieir gore? Or to behold the 
inexpressible anguish of the widows and orphans made by 
that day's wicked attempt to enslave America 1 

If such a scene as this is " glorious " in your eyes, Ame- 
ricans are of opposite sentiments ; they lament the loss of 
those brave Britons, whose life and blood should have been 
reserved for a cause of justice against the natural enemies 
of Englishmen. Americans mourn over the wounds you 
compel them to give, and heartily sympathize with those 
widows and orphans you forced them to make. 

But perhaps it was yqur laying Charlestown in ashes 
that has elated your mind, and led you to conclude that 
" the day ended with glory." 

Remember, Sir, any parricide, any assassin, the greatest 
of villains, with proper materials, can set wooden buildings 
on fire, especially when they themselves are as far out of 
danger as you were at that time. 

Was it indeed " glorious " to see whole streets falling 
together in flaming ruins, owned by subjects second to 
none for their loyalty to the Monarch of Britain, who, by 
the way, have now sprung to their arms, determined to 
check the bloody career of ministerial vengeance, or perish 
in the attempt ? , . 

Was there any necessity, from the exigency of the day, 
for this wanton waste of English property, to the" amount 
of one hundred thousand Pounds sterling? You yourself 
acknowledge that neither Clinton nor you perceived any 
firing from the Town of Charlestown on the troops under 
Lord Hoivc, nor did any body else see any; for I now 
appeal to his Lordship's candour, whether it was possible 
that his troops could have been annoyed by the Americans 
from any of the houses in Charlestown provided those 
houses had been full of them ? - 1 The Town of Charlestown 
was always in your power, and you might have set it on 
fire at any hour when you pleased. 

Would it not have been less inglorious to have reserved 
it for the use of your own troops, who have since loaded you 
with many a curse, while suffering in cold and rain for want 
of being covered in those very buildings you destroyed ? 

If this is your idea of " glory," I shall think that this, 
and the martial soul you discover in lamenting the absence 
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of your nephew, Thomas Stanley, Esquire, because you 
'were out of the direction of the American shot, pretty 
near of a piece. 

Liberty, peace, and glory to both Countries, is the voice 
of America. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM GENERAL GAGE TO LORD 
DARTMOUTH. 

Boston, June 25, 1775. 

The success, of which I send your Lordship an account 
by the present opportunity, was very necessary in our 
present situation, and I wish most sincerely that it had not 
cost us so dear. The number of killed and wounded is 
greater than our forces can afford to lose. The officers, 
who Were obliged to exert themselves, have suffered very 
much, and we have lost some extremely good officers. 
The trials we have had show the rebels are not the despi- 
cable rabble too many have supposed them to be, and I 
find it owing to a military spirit, encouraged among them 
for a few years past, joined with an uncommon degree of 
zeal and enthusiasm, that they are otherwise. When they 
find cover, they make a good stand, and the country natu- 
rally strong, affords it to them, and they are taught to assist 
its natural strength by art, for they intrench and raise bat- 
teries. ^ They have fortified all the heights and passes 
around this Town, from Dorchester to Mcdfordov Mistick, 
and" it is not Impossible for theni to annoy the Town. 

Your lordship will perceive that the conquest of this 
Country is not easy, and can be effected only by time and 
perseverance, and strong armies attacking it in various 
quarters and dividing their forces. Confining your ope- 
rations on this__side only is attacking in the strongest 
part, and. you have to cope with vast numbers. It might 
naturally be supposed, that troops of the nature of the 
rebel Army would return" home after such a check as 
they had got, and I hear many wanted to go off, but care 
has been taken. to prevent it; for any roan that returns 
home without a pass, is immediately seized and sent back 
jq his Regiment. In all their wars against .the French 
they never showed so much conduct, attention, and perse- 
verance as they do now. I think it my duty to let your 
Lordship know the true situation of affairs, that Adminis- 
tration may take measures accordingly. 

The people's minds are kept so much heated and in- 
flamed, that they are always Tipe for every thing that is 
extravagant. Truth is kept from them, and they are too 
full of prejudices to believe it, if laid before them ; and so 
blind and bigoted, that they cannot see they have exchang- 
ed liberty for tyranny. No people were ever governed 
more absolutely than those of the American Provinces now 
are, and no reason can be given for their submission, but 
that it is a tyranny they have erected themselves, as they 
believe, to avoid greater evils. 



works, full of men, defended with cannon, and a large 
body posted in the/houses in Charlestown, covered their 
right flank, and their centre and left were covered by a 
breastwork, part of it cannon proof, which reached from 
the left of the redoubt to the Mistick, or Medford river. 

This appearance of the rebels' strength, and the large 
columns seen pouring in to their assistance, occasioned an 
application for the Troops to be re-enforced with some com- 
panies of Light-Infantry and Grenadiers, the Forty-Seventh 
Battalion, and the First battalion of Marines, the whole, when 
in conjunction, making a body of something above two thou- 
sand men. These Troops advanced, formed in two lines, 
and the attack began by a sharp cannonade from our field- 
pieces and howitzers; the lines advancing slowly, and. fre- 
quently halting to give time for the artillery to fire. The 
Light-Infantry was directed to force the left point of tire 
breastwork, to take the rebel line in flank, and the Grena- 
diers to attack in front, supported by the. Fifth and. Fifty- 
Second Battalions. These orders were executed with per- 
severance, under a heavy fire from the vast numbers of the 
rebels; and notwithstanding various impediments before 
the Troops'could reach the works, (and though the left, 
under Brigadier-General Pigot, who engaged also with the 
rebels at Charlestown, which, at a critical moment, was set. 
on fire,) the Brigadier pursued his "point, .and carried the 
redoubt. The rebels were then forced from other strong 
holds, and pursued till they were drove clear off the. pen- 
insula, leaving five pieces of cannon behind them. 

The loss the rebels sustained must have been consider- 
able, from the great numbers they carried off during the ' 
time of action, and buried in holes, since discovered, ex- 
clusive of what they" suffered by the shipping and boats. 
Near one hundred were buried the next "day after, and thirty 
found wounded in the field, three of whom are since dead. 

I enclose your Lordship a return of the killed and 
wounded of His Majesty's Troops. 

This action has shown the superiority of the King's 
Troops, who, under every disadvantage, attacked and de- 
feated above three times their number, strongly posted and 
covered by breastworks. 

The conduct of Major-Gen eral Howe, was conspicuous 
on this occasion, and his example spirited the Troops, in 
which Major-General Clinton assisted, who followed the 
re-enforcement. And in justice to Brigadier-General 
Pigot, I am to add, that the success of the day must, in a 
great measure, be attributed to his firmness and gallantry. 

Lieutenant-Colonels Nesbit, Abercrombie, Clarke ; Ma- 
jors Butler, Williams, Bruce, Spendlove, Smelt, Mitchell, 
Pitcairn, and Short, exerted themselves remarkably ; and 
the valour of the British officers and soldiers in general 
was at no time more conspicuous than in this action. 



GENERAL GAGE TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 

Whitehall, July 25, 1775. 

This morning arrived Captain Cliadds, of His Majesty's 
ship Cerberus, with the following letter from the Honour- 
able Lieutenant-General Gage to the Earl of Dartmouth, 
one of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State: 

Copy of a Letter from the Honourable Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Gage to the Earl of Dartmouth, dated Boston, 
June 25, 1775/ 

Mv Lord : I am to acquaint your Lordship of an action 
that happened on the 17th instant, between His Majesty's 
Troops and a body of the rebel forces. 

.An alarm was given at break of day on the 17th instant, 
by a firing from the Lively, ship of war ; and advice was 
soon afterwards received, that the rebels had broke ground, 
and were raising a battery on the heights of the peninsula 
of Charlestown, against the Town of Boston. They were 
plainly seen at work, and in a few hours a battery of six 
guns played upon their works. Preparations were instantly 
made for landing a body of men to drive them off, and. ten 
companies of Grenadiers, ten of Light-Infantry, with the 
Fifth, Thirty-Eighth, Forty-Third, and Fifty-Second bat- 
talions made a third line. The rebels upon the heights 
were perceived to be in great force, and strongly posted — 
a redoubt thrown up on the 16th at night, with other 



I have the honour to be, &tc, 



Thomas Gage. 



Return of the Officers, Non- Commissioned Officers, and 

Privates, killed and wounded of His Majesty's Troops, 

at the attack of the Redoubts and Intrenchments, on the 

Heights of Charlestown, June 17, 1775. 

Royal Regiment Artillery — Captain Huddleston, Cap- 
tain Lemoin, Lieutenant Shuttleworth, one Sergeant, eight 
rank and file, wounded. 

Fourth Foot — Captain Balfour, Captain West, Lieu- 
tenant Barron, Lieutenant Brown, wounded ; one Ser- 
geant, thirteen rank and file, killed ; one Sergeant, one 
drummer and fifer, twenty-nine rank and file, wounded. 

Fifth — Captain. Harris, Capt. Jackson, Capt. Downes, 
Capt. Marsden, Lieut. McClintock, Lieut. Croker, Ensign 
Charleton, Ensign Ballaquire, wounded ; twenty-two rank 
and file, killed ; ten Sergeants, two drummers and fifers, one 
hundred and ten rank and file, wounded. 

Tenth — Captain Parsons, Captain Fitzgerald, Lieu- 
tenant Pettigreiv, Lieutenant Verncr, Lieutenant Hamil- 
ton, Lieutenant Kelly, wounded ; two Sergeants, five rank 
and file, killed ; one drummer and fifer, thirty-nine rank 
and file, wounded. 

Eighteenth — Lieutenant Richardson, wounded ; three 
rank and file, killed ; seven rank and file, wounded. 

Twenty-Second — Lieut. Colonel Abercrombie, wound- 
ed, and since dead. • 

Twenty-Third— Captain Blakeney, Lieutenant Beck- 
with, Lieutenant Cochrane, Lieutenant Lenthall, wound- 
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ed ; two Sergeants, one drummer, eleven rank and file, 
killed; two Sergeants, one drummer and fifer, thirty-five 
rank and file, wounded. 

Thirty-Fifth — Lieutenant Baird, killed; Capt. Drew, 
Captain Lyon, Lieutenant Massay, Lieutenant Campbell, 
wounded ; eighteen rank and file, killed ; two Sergeants, 
tvvo drummers, forty-one rank and file, wounded. 

Thirty-Eighth — Lieutenant Dutton, killed ; Capt. Co- 
ker, Captain Boyd, Lieutenant Christie, Lieutenant House, 
Lieutenant Myers, Ensign Sergeant, Ensign Sweney, Quar- 
termaster Mitchell, wounded ; two Sergeants, twenty-three 
rank, and file, killed ; four Sergeants, one drummer and 
fifer, sixty-nine rank and file, wounded. 

Forty-Third — Major Spendlove, Captain McKcnzie, 
Lieutenant Rojbinson, Lieutenant Dalrymple, wounded ; 
two Sergeants, twenty rank and file, killed ; three Sergeants, 
two, drummers and fifers, seventy-seven rank and file, 
wounded. 

- Forty -Seventh — Major Smelt, Captain Craig, Captain 

England, Captain Alcock, Lieutenant England, wounded ; 

Lieutenant Milliard, Lieutenant Gould, wounded, since 

■- dead; one Sergeant, fifteen rank and file, killed; three 

Sergeants, forty-seven rank "and file, wounded. 
- : : Fifty-Second— Major Williams, wounded, since dead ; 
Captain [Addison, Captain Smith, Capt. Davidson, killed ; 
^Captain Nelson, Lieut. Higgins, Lieut. Thompson, Lieut. 
Craivford, Ensign Chetwynd, Ensign Grteme, wounded ; 
one Sergeant, twenty rank and file, killed; seven Sergeants, 
seventy-three rank and file, wounded. 

Fifty-Ninth— Lieutenant Haynes, wounded ; six rank 
and file, killed ; twenty-five rank and file, wounded. 
;. Sixty-Third — Lieutenant Dalrymple, killed; Captain 
Folliott, Captain Stopford, wounded ; one Sergeant, seven 
rank and fije, killed ; two Sergeants, one drummer, twenty- 
five rank and file, wounded. 

Sixty-Fifth— Captain Hudson, killed ; Major Butler, 
Captain Sinclair, Lieutenant Paxton, Lieutenant Hales, 
' Lieutenant Smith, wounded ; one Sergeant, one drummer, 
twenty-five rank and file, wounded. 

First Battalion of Marines; — Major Piicairn, wounded, ' 
since dead ; Captain Ellis, Lieutenant Shea, Lieutenant 
Finnie, killed ; Captain Averne, Captain Chudlcigh, Cap- 
tain Johnston, Lieutenant Ragg, wounded ; two Sergeants, 
fifteen rank and file, killed ; two Sergeants, fifty-five rank 
and file, wounded. 

Second Battalion Marines — Captain Campbell, Lieuten- 
ant Gardiner, killed; Captain Logan, Lieutenant Dyer, 
Lieutenant Brisbane, wounded; five rank and file,, killed ; 
one Sergeant, twenty-nine rank and file, wounded. 

Officers attending on General Howe. 

Sixty-Seventh— Capt. Sherwin,' Aid-de-Camp, killed. 

Fourteenth — Lieutenant Bruce, killed ; Ensign Hesketh, 
wounded. -. 

Royal Navy — Lieutenant Jorden, wounded. 

Engineer— Lieutenant Page, wounded. 

Volunteers, late Barre's— Lieutenant Alexander Camp- 
bell, on half-pay, wounded. 

Royal Artillery — Mr.' Vance, wounded. 

Fourth Foot — Mr. Dorans, wounded. 

Thirty-Fifth— Mr. Maden, wounded. 

Fifty-Second — Mr. Harrison, wounded. 
. Fifty-Ninth — Mr. Clarke, wounded. 

Second Battalion Marines — Mr. Bowman, wounded. 

Total— One Lieutenant Colonel, two Majors, seven 
Captains, nine Lieutenants, fifteen Sergeants, one drum- 
mer, one hundred and ninety-one rank and file, killed; 
three Majors, twenty-seven Captains, thirty-two Lieuten- 
ants, eight Ensigns, twenty Sergeants, twelve Drummers, 
seven hundred and six rank and file, wounded. 

N. B. Captain Downes, of the Fifth Regiment, and. 
Lieutenant Higgins, of the Fifty-Second, died of their 
wounds on the 24th instant. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE GOVERNMENT ACCOUNT OF THE 
LATE ACTION NE"AR CHARLESTOWN. 

London, August 1, 1775. 

There are two sorts of persons who always persevere 
uniformly, and without shame, in one unvaried" line of con- 
duct, regardless of the contempt and detestation of man- 



kind. The sorts I mean are the thorough virtuous and 
the thorough scoundrel. 

To one of these classes most evidently belong the Min- 
isters who settled the account which they have given us in 
last Tuesday's Gazette. 

The action near Boston happened on the " 17th of 
June;", yet General Gage's letter is dated eight days after, 
on the " 25th of June." 

By this letter it appears that it has cost one thousand 
and sixty-four of the Troops, killed and" wounded, to de- 
stroy a redoubt thrown up only the overnight, i. e., on the 
16th of June. 

The loss of the Provincials, the letter says, " must have 
been considerable;" yet, eight days' after the action, the 
General, though completely victorious,' 'carTtclI us only of 
" one hundred" buried, and " thirty' 7 wounded. 

But " they had carried off great numbers during the 
time of action." Did they so? That is no great sign of 
flight, confusion, and defeat. 

But " they buried them in holes." Really ! Why, are 
our soldiers buried in the air. 

But " the King's Troops were under every disadvan- 
tage." So truly it seems; for, in the same letter we are 
told " that they had a proportion of field artillery, and 
landed on the peninsula without opposition, and formed. as 
soon as landed, under the protection of some ships-of-war, 
armed vessels, and boats, by whose fire the rebels were 
kept within their works." '_-' 

But " this action has shewn the superiority of the King's 
Troops." Has it, indeed ! How? Why they (with a pro- 
portion of field artillery, and with the assistance of ships, 
armed vessels, and boats, and with the encouragement of" 
certain and speedy re-enforcements, if necessary) attacked 
and defeated "above three times their own numbers." 
What, three times their own numbers? Of whom, pray ? 
Of French or Spanish Regulars ? No, of the Americans. 
Of the Americans ! What, of those dastardly, hypocritical 
cowards, who (Lord Sandivich knows) do not feel bold 
enough to dare to look a soldier in the face ! Of those un- 
disciplined and spiritless Yankees, who were to be driven 
from one end of the Continent to the other, with a single 
Regiment! What, of those skulking assassins, who can 
only fire at a distance, from behind stone-w'alls and hedges ! 
Good God! Was it necessary, to defeat these fellows,~that 
the Troops should be "spirited" by the example of Gen- 
eral Howe, assisted by General Clinton! And can It be, 
that Lieutenant-Colonels Nesbit, Abercrpmbie, and Clarke ; 
Majors Butler, Williams, Bruce, Spendlove, Smelt, Mit- 
chell, Pitcairn, and Short," should be forced to exert 
themselves remarkably against suchpoltrons ! Is it possible 
that this could he an affair in which " the valour of the 
British officers and soldier.s in general was as conspicuous 
as at any time whatever ;" and notwithstanding all this., 
that the success, in a great measure, should' be attributed 
to the firmness and gallantry of General Pigotl" 

GoodGod! is it come to this at last? Carfthe Regu- 
lars, with all these exertions, only defeat three times their 
own number of undisciplined cowards? and that, too, at 
the expense of one thousand and sixty-four (that is, more 
than one-half) killed and wounded, put of something above 
two thousand. 

Is every redoubt which the Americans can throw up in 
a short summer night, to be demolished at this expense ? 
How many such victories can we bear? 

Alas ! when I read in the General's letter the regular 
and formidable preparations for attack ; " Ten companies of 
Grenadiers, ten of Light-Infantry, with the Fifth, Thirty- 
Eighth, Forty-Third, and Fifty-Second Battalions, with a 
proportion of field artillery, under the comrriand of Major- 
General Howe and Brigadier-General Pigot;" and these 
"landed on the peninsula under the protection of ships-of- 
war, armed vessels, and boats," and their dreadful fire : 
when I had read this, I concluded that the next lines 
would inform" me of the immediate and precipitate flight 
of the Yanke'es. Judge, then, of my surprise, when I 
read that (instead of being at all dismayed or struck with 
the Sandivich panick) " large columns" of these cowards 
"were seen pouring in to their assistance." - 

Well, but then comes " an application for the Troops to 
be re-enforced with some companies of Light-Infantry and 
Grenadiers, the Forty-Seventh Battalion, and the First 
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Battalion of Marines." They will certainly, thought I, 
scamper away now. Alas ! No. They st.ay and fight. 
And to complete my astonishment, I cannot find in General 
Gage's letter where our Troops were when he wrote, nor 
what became of them after the action ; whether they are 
returned to Boston, or have ventured to encamp without 
the Town; what prisoners they have taken ; what advan- 
tages (besides five pieces of cannon) result from this bloody 
action ; whether the war is now at an end, or what the 
Troops propose to do next. 

To be serious, I am, for my own part, convinced that 
the event of this execrable dragooning is decided ; and 
that before winter there will not be a single soldier of Lord 
Bute's and Lord Mansfield' s mercenary troops left upon 
the Continent of America. 

With what consolation those noble Lords will wipe away 
the tears of the widow and orphans, (as well English as 
American,) which these bloody Stuart measures have oc- 
casioned, I cannot tell ; but I know that my eyes will gush 
out with joy when they see the authors of our domestick 
miseries" receive (what 1 believe they will soon receive) 
their just reward. ' - 

FURTHER OBSERVATIONS. 

1 have the highest idea of General Howe's military cha- 
racter, yet cannot help wondering how he came to suffer the 
Provincials to escape, and even carry off their dead, when 
drove from their strong lines ; for I conceive it very easy 
to have destroyed the whole body, after dislodging them so 
suddenly from their intrenchments, if Mr. Gage is suffered 
to* tell the story right : I can't help observing also, that I 
never before heard of so many men, in proportion to the 
number, being killed and wounded from redoubts made in 
four hours, and from six pieces of cannon only in those 
redoubts, to oppose above one hundred pieces. I therefore 
suspect that the disagreeable scene is not unfolded. 

One or both of the following conclusions must be drawn 
from this narration : The Americans are either the cle- 
verest fellows in the world at making strong lines in three 
or four hours, or the most desperate enemy in defending 
them ; for, by Mr. Gage's account, they killed and wounded 
near half his army in marching jip about three hundred 
yards under. a complete train of artillery, and all the fire of 
the Navy to cover them ; which, by this account, is a new 
instance "'of successful defence from one night's labour. 
Hah, Gad! by this rule the Americans will put oar whole 
Army into the grave or hospitals in three or four nights' 
work, and an hour's fire in each morning. I do not remem- 
ber precisely, but am apt to believe, that there were not so 
many officers killed and wounded at the battle of Mind en, 
though the English Regiments sustained the force of the 
whole French Army for a considerable time. A six-gun 
battery, the production of a night's digging, had there been 
ten thousand men to protect it, could never have made 
such havock against a vast train of artillery, and the irre- 
sistible fire of our ships, which woujd sweep all before them, 
from every ncre of that peninsula. But the true story is 
.not told: A Mefhpdlst. Secretary, and a Scotch Printer, 
can do more than our people; they pay off the sins of omis- 
sion and commission of the day by a long prayer at night, 
and thus settle, accounts between God and the People in 
an hour's devotion. 

London, August 8, 1775. 

The account of the late action between the Americans 
and the Troops of General Gage, is one of the most eva-~ 
sive and unsatisfactory that everyet obtruded on the pub- 
lick, even through the channel of a Ministerial paper; and 
yet it is every way worthy of the victory which it affects 
to describe. The General sent out " something above two 
thousand men," of whom something above half (i. e. 1053) 
are either killed or wounded. The General, however, 
takes care not to mention how many hours were employed 
in the prosecution of this hopeful business, but, neverthe- 
less, pretends to tell us that great numbers of the_ enemy 
were destroyed ; and seems to have employed his soldiers 
in digging up such as were buried in holes, that he mio-ht 
have power to ascertain the value of his conquest. 

With all {lie vanity of a military man he praises the 
conduct of the officers under his command ; but prudently 
omits to say whether any such advantage has been gained 



as may make up for the loss of one Lieutenant-Colonel, 
two Majors, seven Captains, nine Lieutenants, fifteen Ser- 
geants, one Drummer, one hundred and ninety-one rank 
and file, killed; and three Majors, twenty-seven Captains, 
thirty-two Lieutenants, eight Ensigns, forty Sergeants, 
twelve Drummers, and seven hundred and six rank and file 
wounded, and : unfit for service. In short, if every time the 
General sends out his brace of thousands, the one half 'of 
them should either drop, or be rendered useless, we shall 
soon see ail end to the war in America, but it'eannot be 
expected to terminate in our own favour. 

The Ministry received this account several days before 
it was announced, but were either unwilling or unable to 
cook it up for the publick till after their despatches had been 
sent away. The printer may rely on "this assurance from 
one whose private letters will always reach hiijti unexam- 
ined and uncastrated by the spies of Government. Gene- 
ral Gage is but too well convinced that such another vic- 
tory would oblige him to re-embark his Troops and sail 
immediately for England, without attempting any farther 
reduction of the Americans. ' 

The Captain who brought these despatches from Boston", 
was commanded to declare he had great news of the defeat 
of the Americans, though he had assured many people in 
the Towns through which he passed on his way to London, 
that he was afraid the accounts he brought would throw 
the whole Nation into disorder, and direct its vengeance on 
the advisers of hostile measures in America. 

' " Grenada, June 28, 1775. 

On Monday, the 26th instant, his Honour the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, sent the following Message to the Hon- 
ourable House of Assembly: 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly : 

I think it my duty to require, that the Address and Min- 
utes of your House, in favour of the rebellious subjects in 
America, be rescinded. This I hope will be done before 
any other business is entered upon by your House. 

I have the honour to be, &c. William Young. 

St. George's, June 26, 1775. 

Whereupon it was Resolved by the House, That a31es- 
sage be sent to his Honour, the Commander-in-Chief, 
acknowledging, that an Address to His Majesty had passed 
this House, in consequence of an unanimous Resolution for 
that purpose ; that such Address was ordered to be engross- 
ed and delivered to the late Speaker for the purpose of 
presenting the same to the Throne, and is no longer consi- 
dered to be in the power of this House ; that such Address 
contained a renewal of the sentiments of this House, of 
their attachment to His Majesty's Royal person, family, 
and Government, and of their confidence under such aus- 
pices, in the conduct of the Mother Country, towards this 
Colony; that the Address also deplored the mischiefs 
already consequent on the unhappy contest subsisting be- 
tween Great Britain and its Provinces on the .Continent 
of America, and pointed out some of the, many evils of 
which the continuance of such disputes were likely to be 
productive of to these islands ; and imploring His Majesty, 
the father of all his People, to exert that influence which 
he possessed from the attachment of his servants, and the 
affection of his subjects, towards healing differences between 
their countrymen and friends ; but contained no principles 
or expressions tending to encourage or approve" rebellion, 
or a rebellious disposition, in any part of His Majesty's 
extensive dominions ; and therefore hoping that his Hon» 
our will not consider such an Address as any deviation from 
that loyalty which they feel, are ready to manifest on all 
occasions to His Majesty; and that his Honourwifl please 
to allow the continuance of the publick business of this 
Colony, which requires the immediate attention of the 
Legislature. . 

After which a Message was accordingly sent to his Hon- 
our. ' 

The following Resolutions were proposed, arid passed 
the House unanimously : 

That this House are.no less astonished than alarmed, to 
find that the exercise of one of the_ most acknowledged and 
indisputable rights of the subject, that "of petitioning the 
Sovereign for the redress of evils, which they either feel 
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or may foresee to be unavoidable, should have drawn upon 
them the displeasure of the Commander-in-Chief. 

That they are at a loss to comprehend upon what prin- 
ciples an Address to the King, couched (as they conceive) 
in the most respectful terms, and breathing but those real 
sentiments, of loyalty with which this Hpuse is impressed, 
should be construed as encouraging a spirit of disaffection, 
or rebellion, in any part of His Majesty's dominions. 

That the peremptory requisition to rescind the Minutes, 
and a" very loyal and dutiful Address to their Sovereign, 
before the House proceeded on any other business, is a 
very extraordinary and unheard-of exertion of power, de- 
structive" of the right of making the most decent repre- 
sentations of the state of the Colony to the Sovereign, and 
of every idea of freedom of conduct and debate, which 
are not only the incontrovertible right of the House of Re- 
presentatives, but essential to the welfare and. good Govern- 
ment of the Colony. 

That this House cannot but in a particular manner lament 
that there should be any interruption to their proceedings, 
at a time when, with the greatest appearance of harmony 
among themselves, and a hearty concurrence on the part 
of the other branches of the Legislature, they were actually 
preparing so many useful laws and regulations, which were 
become materially requisite for the re-establishment of pub- 
lick credit, and for the preservation of the Colony from the 
numerous calamities with which it has been long afflicted, 
and which, without an immediate remedy, must speedily 
tend to its. total ruin ; but this House can never resolve to 
attain even these desirable ends (were the means of doing 
so still in their power) by the sacrifice of so essential and 
inherent a right as that of petitioning their Sovereign for 
the redress of grievances, or prevention of evils, either felt 
or foreseen. 

The same day his Honour dissolved the Assembly. 



PROCLAMATION. 

George the Third, by the grace of God o/*Great Bri- 
. tain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the 
Faith: 

Whereas, it is expedient and necessary that the present 
House of Assembly, called for our said Island of Grenada 
and the Grenadines, should be dissolved: We do there- 
fore think fit to issue.this our Royal Proclamation, to pub- 
lish, and declare to our loving subjects, that the said As-' 
sembly is dissolved, and be it, and it is hereby dissolved 
accordingly. 

, Witness our trusty and well beloved William Young, 
Esq., our Commander-in-Chief in and over our Islands 
of Grenada, the Grenadines, St. Vincent and Tobago, 
Chancellor, Ordinary", and Vice-Admiral of the same, at 
Grenada, this 26th day of June, in the year of our Lord, 
1775, and the fifteenth of our reign. 

.,''■' William Young. 

Grenada, duly published this 26th June, 1775. 

John Porteus, Deputy Provost Marshal, 
God save the Kins'. 



MEETING OF THE INHABITANTS OF SAVANNAH, GEORGIA. 

At a meeting of sundry gentlemen at Savannah, on 
Monday, June 26, 1775, it was unanimously 
, Resolved, Thar the present Acts of Parliament tending 
to raise a revenue in America, are grievances : 

Resolved, therefore, That we will do all that we legally 
may to obtain redress of those grievances. 
. ' Resolved, That Friday, the 30th instant, June, at nine 
o'clock, A. M., at the house of Mrs. Cuyler, be a day ap- 
pointed for a meeting, in order to consult the most expe- 
dient method to obtain redress. 



Liverpool, was spoke within the Chesapeake Bay by Cap- 
tain Harding, of the Schooner Endeavour ; when Captain 
Jones informed Captain Harding that he was from Liver- 
pool, and had on board a quantity of Salt. Captain Jones 
being asked whether he had any thing more than Salt on 
board, answered, yes, he had a few Dry-Goods. On being 
asked further, how Mr. Gildart (who was well apprized of 
the Association) would venture to send such articles to 
America, Captain Jones replied, that three" Generals and 
twenty thousand soldiers had been ordered to America 
some time before the above goods were shipped, and that 
it was not doubted but all would be quiet by the time he 
should arrive. 

Captain Jones inquired of Captain Harding whether 
he could land his Goods and Salt m'Gcorgia; but the next 
day came with his Ship into the Eastern Bay, landed some 
Servants he had on board, and soon after started down the 
Bay. - \ _ \ 

The publick are cautioned to be under^the watch, and 
look out for the Ship Johnston; as there is reason to sus- 
pect she is still hovering in some part of the bay, and will 
attempt to land her Goods if sbe can find a convenient op- 
portunity/notwithstanding the Captain's inquiring whether 
it were practicable to land them in Georgia. 



At a meeting of the Committee of Observation for Talbot 
County, on Friday, the 7th of July, 1775 : 

James Lloyd Chamberlatne, in the Chair. 

Messrs. Thomas Harrison, William Hamilton, Rich- 
ard Skinner, and Hugh Rice, four of the gentlemen de- 
puted to go on board the Ship Johnston, and examine her 
papers and log-book, appear and report : That on notice 
from Mr. James Braddock, agent and factor for Messrs. 
James Gildart and John Gawith and Co., of Liverpool, 
merchants, in the night of the 27th of June last, they did, 
in the morning of the 28th, get on board the said Ship 
Johnston, then, lying in the Western Bay, waiting the 
return of her boat sent for the said deputation, and did 
examine her manifest, docket and log-book, by which they 
found that she had on board Salt, fourteen Convicts, two 
indented Servants, and Dry-Goods, as in the annexed sche- 
dule ;* said by Mr. Braddock to be shipped by Mr. James 
Gildart, on account of the above-mentioned Gildart and 
Gawith, and did give orders for her immediate return, per- 
mitting her, however, to lay at Hampton Roads, in Vir- 
ginia, to take in a recruit of bread and water, . 

They further report, that Mr. Braddock "applied to them 
for leave to land the convicts and servants^ to which they 
replied, that they could see nothing in the proceedings of 
the Congress relative to convicts br servants, and therefore 
could give no directions with regard to their being landed ; 
but told him, if he chose to do it, it must lie at his own 
risk; on which Mr. Braddock did land the said convicts 
and servants, when they (the deputation) came on shore, 
alleging in his justification, that servants had been a few 
days befofe landed at Annapolis and Baltimore Town, 
and w-ere then advertised for sale. 

They further say, that they charged Captain Jones of 
the said Ship Johnston, to return immediatelyjo. the Port 
of Liverpool, without breaking "bulk, which he, the said 



TALBOT COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE. 

June 26, 1775. 
The Committee of Observation for Talbot County desire 
you to publish the following piece of intelligence : 
' On Monday, the 26th of June, the Ship Johnston, Cap- 
tain Jones, from and belonging to Mr. James Gildart of 



* A Schedule of the Goods on hoard the Ship Johnston', Captain Jones, 
taken June 28iA, 1775. 

No. 1. Bale, 10 pieces of Kendal cottons. 

No. 2. Do. Do. 

No. 3. Cask of nails, forty thousand 8d; ten thousand Cd. 

No. 4. Do. twenty thousand ~10d; ton thousand pump. 

No. 5. Do. twenty thousand 20<Z. 

No. 6. Do. ten thousand 30d. ; ton thousand scupper. 

No. 7. Cask of hats, 4f dozen. 

No. 8. Chest containing sixteen pieces of cfieck linen ; half a dozen 
hed bunts, and fourteen dozen check handkerchiefs. 

No. 9. Cask four pieces of sheeting. - 

No. 10. Bale, six pieces of oznabrigs. 

No.. II. Do. six Do. 

No. 12. Do. six Do. 

No. 13. Chest, quantify thirty .two pieces of Irish linon. 

No. 14. Do. of Haberdashery ; quantity, thirty-six pounds of ping, 
three dozen ivory combs, five dozen horn combs, four pounds of thread. 

Fifty crates of Virginia ware. ' * ' 

Four crates of stone bottles. 

No. 15. Slops, quantity; jackets, shirts, and trowaqrs. 

Twelve thousand four hundred bushels salt. 

Fourteen men and women convicts. ^~ 

Two indented servants. Joint Bracco, Cleric pro tern. 
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Captain, assured them he would do ; and when they )eft 
him, he stood down the bay. The deputation also say, 
that Mr. Braddock, in their hearing, told the "said Captain 
he must proceed immediately on his return as aforesaid. 
One of the deputation further saith he overheard the Cap- 
tain, in private conversation with Mr. Braddock, remon- 
strate that he could not land the Salt at Liverpool; to 
which Mr. Braddock replied, they might do as they would 
with it, but that be (the Captain) must immediately carry 
it back to the place from whence it came. 

It is the unanimous opinion of this Committee, that the 
said Messrs. James Gild art and John Gawith, by sending 
the said Goods to be landed in America, have been guilty 
of a breach of the first Resolve of the American Associa- 
tion, viz : "That if any Merchant, residing in Great Bri- 
tain or Ireland, sball,jlirectly or indirectly, ship any Goods, 
Wares, or Merchandise, for America, in order to break the 
Non-Importation Agreement, ov in any manner contravene 
the same, on such unworthy conduct being well attested, it 
ought to be made publick ; and on the same heing so done, 
we will not thenceforth have any commercial connexion 
with such Merchants." 

Resolved^ therefore, for ourselves and our constituents, 
That we will from henceforth break off all commercial 
connection with the said Messrs. James Gildart and John 
Gawith, and each of them, their and each of their agents, 
factors and store-keepers. 

Resolved, also. That agreeable to a determination of the 
Provincial Convention, in December last, no Gentleman of 
the Law ought henceforward to bring or prosecute any 
suit whatever for the said Messrs. James Gildart and John 
Gaivith, or for either of them, their or either of their 
agents, factors, managers, or store-keepers, as such. 

The proceedings of the several Provincial Conventions 
were read, and unanimously approved of. 

Ordered, That the proceedings of this meeting be im- 
mediately made publick, and printed in the Maryland 
Gazette. 

Signed per order: John Bracco, Cleric pro tern. 



PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. 



J. LAMB AND G. RQORBACK TO NEW-YORK CONCTRESS. 

New-York, June 26, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Pursuant to your order we immediately 
waited on Mr. Evert Rancher, the Barrack-master, to re- 
quest his delivering us the keys of the Barracks, when he 
informed us that he had, in compliance with your order of 
Thursday last, employed a proper person to get the Bar- 
racks cleansed with the utmost expedition. But upon in- 
specting into the matter this morning, we find there are 
only four persons employed for that purpose ; and as there 
are sixty rooms, all of which, are extremely dirty, we are 
of opinion that it will take them ten or twelve days at least 
to get them effectually and properly cleansed. Besides, 
there is a good deal of mason's and carpenter's work neces- 
sary to be done, as they are much out of repair. 

We are, with the greatest respect, gentlemen, your most . 
humble servants, _ John Lamb, 

Garret Roorback. 
To the Provincial Congress for the Colony of New- York. 



The Committee for the City and Liberties of Philadel- 
phia will meet this afternoon, at six o'clock, at the Philo- 
sophical Society's Hall. 

In Committee, June 26, 1775. 

A quantity of Salt, and a box of Wine-Glasses, having 
been imported in the Ship Albion, Thomas Crippen, mas- 
ter, from Liverpool, it was 

Resolved, That the said Ship and Cargo ought to he 
returned forthwith ; and that the Captain have notice there- 
of immediately. 

Ordered, That the District Committee see the above 
Resolution complied with. 

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Joseph Whittall, one 
of the owners, of the Ship Albion, does not appear to have 
had any knowledge of, or concern in shipping the Salt, Sic., 
in said vessel. 

Resolved, That Mr. Henry Cour, merchant, of Liver- 
pool, in Great Britain, half owner of the Ship Albion, 
has_ knowingly violated the Association of the American 
Congress, by shipping the said Salt to America; and 
that it is the duty of this Committee to advertise him 
accordingly. 

Resolved, That Nicholas Ashton, Esq., of, or near Li- 
verpool, in the County of Lancaster, in Great Britain, 
owner of_ the above-mentioned Salt, has wilfully violated 
the Association of the American Congress, by shipping the 
said Salt to America ; and that yt is the duty of this Com- 
mittee to advertise his conduct herein. 

Resolved unanimously, That agreeable to the Resolu- 
tions of _the_.Grand American Congress, it is the duty of 
us, and of all our constituents, the inhabitants of the City 
and Liberties of Philadelphia, from henceforth not to have 
any commercial intercourse whatever with the said Henry 
Cour and Nicholas Ashton; and it is recommended that 
an jnvio)abIe_regard be paid to this Resolution. 

Extract from the Minutes of the Committee of the City 
and Liberties of Philadelphia r 

Jonathan B. Smith, Secretary. 



JOSEPH FRENCH TO ROBERT BENSON. 

Jamaica, Queen's County, June 26, 1775. 

Sir: Yours of the twenty-second instant came safe to 
hand ; in answer to which, I must acquaint you that I have 
made it a rule in life, never to accept any uffice or place 
of trust, unless I could acquit myself with_ honour. 

Some time ago we had an election at Jamaica to send 
members to Congress, and it was carried in, the negative. 
These same men have acquainted me if I attend in Con- 
gress, I don't represent them, but the minority. As for my 
part I have signed the Association in Neiv-York, and expect 
to abide by the consequence. 

I am, Sir, with great esteem, your very humble servant, 

Joseph French. 
To Robert Benson, Secretary to the Provincial Congress, 

New- York. 



ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Claremont, June 26, 1775. 
Sir : I beg leave, by your means, to inform the gentle- 
men of the Provincial Congress, that yesterday I received 
their favour of the twenty-second instant, and that my 
powder-maker, who has brought with him from Philadel- 
phia one hundred and eighty pounds of saltpetre, will begin 
to work it up on Thursday. The mill consists of four mor- 
tars and twelve pounders, and is well supplied with water. 
I shall punctually comply with the Resolutions of the 
Continental Congress transmitted to me, and will commu- 
nicate them to my powder-maker, who has half the profits 
of this business. 

1 remain, with the greatest respect to the gentlemen of 
the Provincial Congress, their most humble servant, 

Robert R. Livingston. 
To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress. 

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO JOHN HANCOCK. 
[Read before Congress, July 5, 1775.] 

Lebanon, June 26, 1775. 

Sir: I received your letter of the twentieth instant, 
enclosing the resolve of Congress of the. nineteenth ; the 
Governour, and Committee to assist him in jhe. absence of 
the Assembly, came into a similar resolution the same day ; 
orders were given, and your request answered. The re- 
mainder of Colonel Parsons' s Regiment are arrived in the 
camp near Boston, and apprehend Major-General Wooster, 
with seventeen hundred men, are at the place of their des- 
tination, near New-York. The harmony of our councils 
affords matter of rejoicing. May the Supreme Director of 
all events give wisdom, stability and union in our counsels, 
and success, and convince them who seek to deprive us of 
our happy privileges and just rights, that all 'their attempts 
are injurious and vain. 

I am, with great truth and sincerity, Sir, your" and the 
Honourable Congress's most obedient and most humble 
servant, Jonathan Tr.cmbull, 

The Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 
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, •" . . GENERAL CAGE TO "THE; EARL OF DUNMORE. 
'. • : -*l- *- ,^-^- . -*- " '' ■' Boston, June 26, 1775. 

This Town was alarmed on the seventeenth instant, at 
break of. day, by a firing from theLivcly, ship-of-war, and 
a report immediately spread that the rebels had broke 
ground, and were raising a battery on the heights of the 
peninsula of Charlestown, against the Town of Boston, 

They were plainly seen, and in a few hours a battery of 
six guns played upon their works. Preparations were in- 
stantly made for landing a body of men ,^and some compa- 
nies of Grenadiers and Light-Infantry, with some battalions 
and field artillery, amounting in the whole to two thousand 
men, under the command of Major-General Howe and 
Brigadier-General Pigot, were embarked with great expe- 
dition, and landed on the peninsula without opposition, 
under cover of some ships-of-war and armed vessels. 

The Troops formed as soon as landed. The rebels upon 
the heights were perceived to be in great force, and sjrongly 
posted. A redoubt, thrown up on the sixteenth, at night, 
with other works, full of men, defended with cannon, and 
a large body posted in the houses of Charlestown, covered 
their right, and their left was covered by a breastwork, 
part of it cannon-proof, which reached from the left of the 
redoubt to the Mistick River. 

Besides the appearance of the rebels' strength, large 
columns were seen pouring in to their assistance ; but the 
King's Troops advanced. The attack began by a cannon- 
ade, and notwithstanding various impediments of fences, 
walls, &c, and the heavy fire they were exposed to from 
the vast numbers of rebels, and their left galled from the 
houses of Charlestoxvn , the Troops made their way to the 
redoubt, mounted the works, and carried it. 

The rebels were then forced from other strong holds, and 
pursued until they were entirely driven off the peninsula, 
leaving five pieces of cannon behind them. Charlestown 
was set on fire during the engagement, and most part of it 
consumed. The loss they sustained must have been con- 
siderable, from the vast numbers they were seen to carry 
off during the action, exclusive of what they suffered from 
the shipping. About one hundred were buried the day 
after, and thirty found on the field, some of whom are since 
dead. About one hundred and ninety of the King's Troops 
were killed, and a great many wounded. 

This action has shown the bravery of the King's Troops, 
who, under every disadvantage, gained a complete victory 
over three times their number, strongly posted and covered 
by breastworks. But they fought for their King, their laws, 
and constitution. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A BRITISH OFFICER IN BOS- 
TON, DATED JUNE 26, 1775. 

Four days. ago I received an order to command three 
armed vessels, and to put myself under the command of 
General Gage ; as soon as I did I was ordered to be ready 
at six o'clock next morning, to cover a part of some Troops 
which w T ere to make an attack on a height on the left side 
of Boston, and to flank a breastwork and a wood, which 
was supposed had a number of men in it; but about seven 
o'clock General Clinton sept to me not to proceed till farther 
orders from him. Some little time after I was ordered up 
to General Howe's, camp to lie with the vessels on his right, 
where I last night left them, having been relieved, as 1 had 
not been in bed for four nights. 1 find, since I came down, 
the reason of the attack not going on was, that the rebels 
knew of our coming, and had seven or eight thousand men 
ready to receive us. I own I could have wished it had 
went on'i as I had placed the vessels in such a situation as 
must have mowed them down, and done great execution. 

1 am, &c. 



,' GENE&AL WARD TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS, 
Head-Quarters, Cambridge, June 26, 1775, 

Sir: I have this day received hy express a letter from 
the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the Con- 
tinental Congress, from which I have made the following 
extract, viz: 

• ~ ' Philadelphia, June 20, 1775. 

Sir: The enclosed Resolve, which passed yesterday, I 
have, by order of Congress, forwarded to New-Hampshire, 



Rhode-hjand, and Connecticut, and now send to you for 
your governrrtent. 

I am directed by the Congress to inform you of their de- 
Sire that none of the Troops now before Boston, however 
large their number, be disbanded, but retained by you in 
the service until the further order of this Congress, or orders 
from General Washington. 

Resolved, That the Governour of Connecticut be request- 
ed to direct all the forces raised in that Colony, not em- 
ployed at Ticonderoga and Crown Point, or recommended 
by this Congress, to be marched into, the Province of New- 
York, to be immediately sent to join "the combined Army 
before Boston; and it is earnestly recommended to the Col- 
ony of Rhode- Island, and Provincial Convention of New- 
Hampshire, to send immediately to the Army before Boston 
such of the forces as are already embodied, towards their 
quotas of the Troops agreed to be raiseefby the New-Eng- 
land Colonies. 

A true copy from the minutes : 

Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

As there are many that are, and others that ought to bs 
engaged in the service, absent from the enmp, I should be 
very glad if Congress would take such steps as they in their 
wisdom may judge best, to influence or oblige the Towns 
to send back to camp such as haveleft it without leave, that 
have received the Colony's money, and such as have not 
engaged, but ought to be. Nearly a whole company from 
Bradford, not being mustered and sworn, have left us with- 
out leave. I am, Sir, your most hu_mbje_servant, 

Artemas Ward. 
To the Honourable James Warren, Esquire, President of 

the Provincial Congress sitting at Watertown. 



COMMITTEE OF NORTHFIELD TO MASSACHUSETTS COMMIT- 
TEE OF SAFETY, .'_ 

Northfield, June 26, 1775. 
Gentlemen: We think proper to acquaint you that' 
there are two small cannon belonging to the Massachusetts- 
Bay left at Fort Hummer when that garrison was dis- 
mantled, and one at Fort Hinsdale, above Northfield, each 
four pounders. If it should be judged that there might be 
no occasion for them on the Western frontiers, they might 
soon be conveyed to our Army if they should be wanted 
there. If it should be proper to remove them from the 
places where they now lie, we shall be ready at the first 
notice to assist in conveying them to such place as shall 
be appointed and directed to. 

By order of the Committee of Correspondence at North- 
field : Samuel Smith, Chairman. 

To the .Committee of Safety in Cambridge. 

P. S. There is one double fortified cannon, a four-pounder, 
at Fort Hummer, belonging to New-Hampshire. 



PLYMOUTH COMMITTEE TO MAS.SACHiJSETTS.CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress now sitting at 
Watertown, the Petition of the Committee of Corres- 
pondence for the Town of Plymouth humbly sheweth: 
That your petitioners have this day received intelligence 
that a vote passed your House the — jnstant, determining 
to remove to Head-Quarters that part of Colonel Cotton's 
Regiment which has been, by order of your most respect- 
able body, stationed in this place, for the security and pro- 
tection of the lives and property of this greatly exposed 
and much threatened Town. We, your petitioners, have 
lately received undoubted intelligence by one of our towns- 
men, who has been taken by a tender and carried into 
Boston, that Admiral Graves made particular Inquiry into 
the circumstances of this Town, and said that we were a 
rebellious people, and that in consequence of our building 
a fort in opposition to the King's Troops, it should not be 
long before he would blow the Town about our ears. Your 
petitioners are very sensible that should the Troops be called 
away from this station, the Town of Plymouth, as well as 
the adjacent villages, will lie open to the ravages of our 
enemies, and that it will be no difficultjnatter for them to 
plunder and destroy us. The poor of tins Town are al- 
ready much distressed by reason qf the stop put to the 
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fishery, and can scarcely subsist upon what they get out of 
the clam banks and by fishing in boats ; and should they be 
driven from their huts into the barren country that surrounds 
us, they must (for aught we see) perish with hunger and 
for want of habitations, there not being houses within twenty 
miles sufficient to receive them. These poor people con- 
sist principally of women and children, their husbands and 
parents having enlisted themselves into the service of the 
Colony. Your petitioners are very far from desiring to 
create any unnecessary expense to the Colony, but, at the 
same time, think it necessary that said Troops remain with 
us; and are of opinion that, should they be withdrawn, the 
Town will be immediately evacuated ; and, for the above 
reasons, your petitioners, as in duty bound, &c. 

For and by order of the Committee of Correspondence 
for the Town of Plymouth : 

Andrew Croswell, Cleric. 

Gamaliel Bradford, Jk. 

John Gray. 

P. S. The Committee of Correspondence for the Town 
of Duxbury and Kingston, which lie on Plymouth Bay, join 
in the general prayer of the above petition. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GEN. FOLSOM. 
Exeter, June 26, 1775, Eleven o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee of Safety of the Colony of New-Hamp- 
shire, to General Folsom, greeting : 
Sir: Previous to the receipt of yours of the twenty- 
second instant, we sent you flints, bullets, &c, per Mr. 
Gordon, which the Company has received. We now send 
what intrenching tools we have prepared, also a quantity of 
blanketing. As to what you wiite in yours of the twenty- 
eighth instant, concerning Colonel Stark, the Congress will 
meet to-morrow and shall lay it before them; shall imme- 
diately provide and send a Surgeon for Read's Regiment; 
are preparing carriages for the cannon you request in yours 
of the twenty-fourth instant, and, as soon as completed, shall 
forward them without delay. The Muster-master will short- 
ly be at Medford to pay off the forces ; by him will send 
your commission ; have sent ninety-two tents, and shall, 
within a week, forward sixty more. 

We earnestly wish you the favour and protection of Hea- 
ven, and are yours, &tc. 

By order of the Committee: 

M. Thop.nton, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE OF MASON TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable Gentlemen of the Provincial Congress 
of New-Hampshire: 

That whereas, Jason Russell and John Tarbell, both of 
Mason, in saidProvince, did, in a felonious manner, on or 
about the 20tji of May last, retire to a pasture in said 
Town belonging to Samuel Dana, of Groton, and took 
from thence a three year heifer, and killed and converted 
it to their own use ; whereupon, early notice being given 
to the Committee for said Town, they met, and required of 
the offenders full satisfaction therefor, but each of them 
peremptorily refusing to comply therewith : The advice of 
Committees from the neighbouring Towns being called in, 
viz: New-Ipswich and Temple, and the criminals being 
citedLto appear before said Committees, not only neglected 
to make their appearance before us, but, as we learn, have 
fled to the Army ; and finding ourselves unable to settle 
the unhappy difficulty by reason of their escape, came 
into the following Resolution, viz: 

Resolved, To refer the matter to your judicious consider- 
ation, begging that you will, in your wisdom, take cogni- 
zance of the offeiice^ and deal with them in this and in 
such like case for the future. 

"' TIphraim Adams, Chairman. 

David Blodgett, Scribe. 

Mason, June 26, 1775. 



S.IR JAMES WRIGHT TO GOVERNOTJR GAGE. 

Savannah, in Georgia, June 27, 1775. 

Sir: I had the honour to write to your Excellency, of 
the 7th instant, enclosed to Lieutenant-Governour Colden, 



whibh I hope you have received ; and last night I received 
a letter from Lord William Campbell, acquainting me that 
he is going to send the Scorpion with letters to your Ex- 
cellency, and which opportunity 1 now embrace; and hope 
some_ method may be fallen upon, that we may receive 
frequent information of (he state of things your way, as it 
has the greatest effect and influence on the conduct of the 
people in these Provinces, and may contribute much to his 
Majesty's service. 

The unhappy affair of the 19th of April, and some late 
occurrences in the neighbouring Province, have at length 
drawn and forced the people of this Province into the same 
predicament with others; and I now expect that, as far 
as they possibly can, they will follow the example of them ; 
and I see no probability of any tolerable quietude, unless 
the prudence and moderation of the Continental Congress 
should lay a foundation for it. 

Your Excellency's order to Major Furlong, I have not 
yet forwarded ; indeed, I have neither vessels nor money 
to pay the expense af sending for them ; and as things are 
circumstanced, at present, it is the opinion of the gentlemen 
of the Council, that such a number might only inflame the 
whole Province, and be liable to insults, if not worse ; for 
we have no fort of defence for them to be in, or retire to; 
and they could neither awe or prevent anyattempts against 
them. This number, a year ago, might have been of great 
use; or, if things take a favourable turn, may, but not just 
now; and it is our opinion, that not less than five times 
that number could answer any effectual purpose ; and 
therefore, I do not mean to forward it yet. But if your 
Excellency could, for this length, and authorize me to 
draw for the expense of putting up a temporary fort, I 
think matters would soon wear a different aspect here ; but 
without, neither law or government can be supported. And 
I have neiiher men or money. And the Governours had 
much better be in England than remain in America, and 
have the mortification to see their powers executed by 
Committees and mobs. And I am really amazed that 
these Southern Provinces should be left in the situation 
they are, and the Governours and King's Officers, and 
friends to Government, naked and exposed to the resent- 
ment of an enraged people. 

Stuart has been obliged to take sanctuary in St. Augus- 
tine. 

1 shall hope for a full and clear answer from your Ex- 
cellency, that 1 may know better how to conduct myself; 
and have the honour to be, with respect and esteem, your 
Excellency's most obedient and most humble servant, 

James Wright.* 
To his Excellency General Gage. 

* The above letter was withdrawn from the envelope, and the follow- 
ing was substituted in its place, and forwarded by the Secret Commit- 
tee at Charlestown, South-Carolina: 

Savannah, in Georgia, June 27, 1775. — Sir: The unhappy affair of 
the 19th of April, and some late occurrences in Carolina, have occa- 
sioned this Province to put on an appearance, which I have the plea- 
sure to af sure your Excellency is by no means real ; and I am happy 
that I can, with equal confidence, assure you that there is nothing 
really formidable in the proceedings or designs of our neighbours of 
South-Carolina, notwithstanding the late address of their Congress to 
Lord William Campbell, who being but just arrived, and, as your Excel- 
lency knows, but inexperienced in affairs of Government, may think 
them very serious, and express his apprehensions to you on the subject. 
However unwilling I write this, yet the good of His Majesty's service 
compels me to make this intimation to your Excellency, lest you should 
otherwise be disposed to believe that affairs are in extremity in these 
Colonies, and act accordingly. 

My private intercourse is so extensive in these Colonies, and I am 
so well informed of the private sentiments of their leading men, that 
I assure you no danger is to be apprehended from their designs ; and 
their measures, I am convinced, will quickly change, provided they are 
left to do it in their own way. And upon the best information, joined 
to certain knowledge of men and matters in Carolina and Georgia, I 
am fully assured, that if any Bliips or troops were to be sent into these 
parts, they would not only totally destroy the present favourable ap- 
pearances, but in all probability would prove destructive to the good of 
the service. Upon these ideas I have regulated my conduct ; and I 
have not, aB yet, even dreamed of applying to Major Furlong; and I 
firmly believe that I shall have no occasion to do it. 

I sincerely wish your Excellency success in your undertakings ; and 
I have the honour to be, with perfect esteem, your Excellency's most 
obedient and most humble servant, James Whigjit. 

To his Excellency General Gage. 

A jac-simile signature of James Wright was affixed to this letter 
by the Secret Committee ; and an impression of his seal having been 
taken in clay, the new envelope carried the resemblance of Sir Jama 
Wright's seal. — Drayton. 
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"■::- -.-. ■■• -;?* sir" jape's WmCHTTo ABMrnAL JTKXVEff. 

-" .- ■ -:-...; Savannah, in Georgia, June 27, 1775. 

Sir : Some time ago I had the honour to receive a letter 
from tfie Earl of Dartmouth, dated the 1st of February 
last, wherein he wrote me that an order was gone from the 
Admiralty to you, Sir, to send me one of your cruisers, 
hut none is yet arrived, nor have I heard any thing of it 
since. And I am now to acquaint you, that four or five 
boats, from the South- Carolina side of our inlet, have been 
here for. ten or twelve days past, full of armed men — it is 
said near one hundred. We expect a vessel from London 
every day, ■'with a considerable quantity of gunpowder on 
board ; and report says that these people mean to take it 
. outand carry it away ; and it is not in my power to pre- 
vent it. And thus you see, Sir, that our port may, and in 
short is, blockecl up by our neighbours, and that they have 
it in their power to plunder any thing that arrives here, 
and do just what they please. I hope, therefore, that you 
will be kind enough to give such immediate assistance as 
may be in your power, to prevent such insults and attempts 
as I have mentioned. 

Pardon me, Sir, for saying that an armed schooner will 
be of little use ; or any thing less than a sloop-of-war of 
some force, and which, from Lord Dartmouth's letter, I 
have been long expecting, and impatiently looking out for. 

I doubt not but the situation we are in will strike you 
in such a light, that you will see the propriety of immediate 
assistance. 

Another, matter seems to be also necessary for His Ma- 
jesty's service, viz : frequent accounts from yourself and 
General Gage, with respect to the state of affairs your 
way, as I find it has the greatest influence on the conduct 
and proceedings of the people here ; and I have no way 
by which this can be done, unless you are pleased to send 
it by some of his Majesty's vessels under your command. 

I have the honour to be, with perfect esteem, Sir, your 
most obedient and most humble servant, 

James Wright.* 

Admiral Graves. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CHARLESTOWN, SOUTH- 
CAROLINA, DATED JUNE 27, 1775. 

We enclose you extracts of letters from Georgia and 
Augusta, by which you may judge of our present state 
relative to Indian affairs. It seems that General Gage has 
corresponded with the Superintendent here on that subject, 
and he with his Deputy in the Cherokee Nation. Mr. 
Stuart, finding the matter suspected, left Charlestown, and 
went to Georgia about the time of the sitting of the Con- 
gress. Matters taking a turn in Georgia, he found himself 
obliged to produce his letters, since which he has escaped 
to Florida, and thereby confirmed the suspicion of an in- 

* The above letter was withdrawn from the envelope, and the fol- 
lowing was substituted in its place by the Secret Committee in Charles- 
town, and forwarded : 

Savannah, in Georgia, June 27, 1775. — Sir : Some time ago I had . 
the honour to receive a letter from the Earl of Dartmouth, dated the 
1st February last, wherein he wrote to me that an order was gone from 
the Admiralty to you, Sir, to send me one of your cruisers. It gives 
me the highest pleasure to acquaint you that I now have not any 
occasion for any vessel of war ; and I am clearly of opinion that His 
Majesty's service will be better promoted by the absence than the pre. 
sence of vessels of war in this port. On this subject of military forces 
being at present sent to this part of the Continent, I have written fully 
to the General, and I beg leave to refer you, Sir, to that letter, which 
is of equal date with this. 

As I am persuadod it will be for the benefit of the service, that the 
Southern Governours should have early information of important trans, 
actions in your part of the Continent, I doubt not but that if you, Sir, 
shall bo of the same opinion, you will send such by some advice boat, 
And if such vessel proceeds to Charlestown, my packet may there be 
sent on shore, and it will reach me by a secure land conveyance by ex. 
press from the Post-Cffice. 

Perhaps Captain Tollemache may give you, Sir, some little alarm 
about two or three canoes from South.Carolina, in this rjver, waiting, 
as report says, to take some gunpowder from on board a vessel daily 
expected to arrive here, But I acquaint you, Sir, that they are sent upon 
a smuggling party of goods into their own Colony, by private direc- 
itions of their Committee. They mean to procure some gunpowder, 
arid I shall not be displeased if, under the appearance of some vio- 
lence, they purchase such an article, as it is intended to make good 
the contract made by Mr. Stuart and myself with the Indians, both 
Creeks and Cherokees, the latter of whom will be more convenient for 
the Carolinians than the people of Georgia to supply. I have the 
honour to be, with perfect esteem, Sir, your most humble and most 
obedient servant, James Wright, 

Admiral Grace*. 

A facsimile signature of James Wright was affixed to this letter 
by the Secret Committee. — Drayton. 



tended Indian war. The other extract shows you the 
present state of the Indian Nation. ._.. 

Extract of a Letter from John Wilson, of Augusta, to 
Messrs. Campbell and Son, dated June 15, 1775. 
All the Cherokee traders have come down but two, and 
have the pleasure, to in form, you that they have overpaid 
their full cargoes. There is at present but very indifferent 
talk in that Nation. They have lately killed two Vir- 
ginians that had gone up there express, which I am afraid 
will be the cause of war. Should that be the case, I shall 
be badly off, having little powder in the fort. I am in- 
formed that one of our traders was stopped by the Indians, 
in order to bring a talk down. 

Extract of a Letter from John Stuart to Mr. Cameron. 
I have received information from General Gage, that 
certain persons at. the Northward. have been tampering with 
the Six Nations, and endeavouring to alienate their affec- 
tions from His Majesty. I mention this to caution you 
against any thing of the kind with you, and that you will 
use your influence to dispose those people to act in defence 
of His Majesty and Government, if found necessary. 

Mr. Cameron's Ansiver. 

That Mr. Stuart's interest with . the Indians was much 
greater, and that he was more beloved, by them than any 
other man ; and that he (Cameron) had the vanity to think 
that he could head any number be thought proper, when- 
ever called upon in support of His Majesty and Govern- 
ment. 

Cameron is Stuart's principal Deputy. 



ACCOMACK COUNTY (vIRCINIa) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Accomack County, 
at the Court-House, the 27th of June, 1775: 

Southey Simpson, Esquire, in the Chair.. 

A complaint having been made, that James Arbuckle, 
a member of this Committee, had drawn a Map of the 
Eastern Shore, and that the sea-coast was delineated there- 
in, so as to furnish information to vessels to explore our 
harbours; and that the same had been delivered to his 
Excellency the Governour for that purpose : 

The said Arbuckle appeared voluntarily before the Com- 
mittee, and acknowledged that he had drawn a draught or 
Map of the internal part of the Eastern Shore, but denied 
that he had illustrated any of the harbours, or marked any 
of the soundings or shoals ; which lie had delivered to Mr. 
Andrew Sproivlc, of Gosport. 

Sundry witnesses were then calj.ed_.ih, and duly sworn, 
and by their testimony it appeared that the said Arbuckle 
had shewn the said Map publickly to many of the inhabit- 
ants of this County, before he parted with it; that he had 
drawn the same at the request of the Cus.tgm-House Offi- 
cers, and, so far as relates to this County, from an °'d 
draught which he had made some years ago; and that the 
use the said officers told him they designed to make of it, 
was to excuse themselves to his Excellency the Governour 
from a suspicion of neglect in office, .And it also appear- 
ed that there were none of the harbours laid down with 
such exactness, as to give any new insight to any persons to 
come into them ; and it appeared that the Governour is in 
possession of the said Map. And it appearing farther, that 
the said James Arbuckle has, as well heretofore as before 
this Committee, expressed great uneasiness that he should 
have been so imprudent as to have done any ihTng to alarm 
his Country at this time : 

Resolved unanimously, That it is the. opinion of this 
Committee, that the said James Arbuckle is not intention- 
ally guilty of any offence against American liberty. 

A complaint having also been made against John Sher- 
lock, of this County, that he has expressed himself in such 
manner as to prove him an enemy to the liberties of this 
Country ; and he being called upon to attend the Commit- 
tee this day, refused, but wrote them an abusive and in- 
sulting letter. 

Several witnesses were Then called upon and sworn, and 
by their evidence, it appeared that he had,. at sundry dif- 
ferent conversations, declared, in substance, " that such 
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people as oppose the Ministerial' measures with America, 
are rebels; that he shall be employed hereafter in hanging 
them ; and that if no hemp can be got, he has plenty of 
flax growing." 

ft is therefore unanimously Resolved, That we hold the 
said John Sherlock to be an enemy to American liberty ; 
and that we are determined, immediately, to break off all 
dealings and intercourse with him, and with every person 
who shall have any connexion with him, until he shall 
make such proper acknowledgments, and shew such genu- 
ine marks of repentance and reformation, as shall be satis- 
factory to a majority of this Committee. 

Resolved, That these proceedings be immediately printed 



in the Virginia Gazette. 



John Powell, Cleric. 



Mr. Pinkney: At a meeting of the Committee of Ac- 
comack County, held at the Court-House, on Tuesday last, 
it was found .necessary to hold up to publick contempt a 
certain John Sherlock, of the said County, for having ex- 
pressed himself, at sundry times, in the most daring and 
insulting manner against the good people who have proved 
themselves, by their behaviour, friends to American liberty. 
Mr. Sherlock, instead of appearing before the Commit- 
tee, agreeable to summons, wrote them an abusive, insult- 
ing letter ; whereupon the day next after the Committee 
had proceeded against him agreeable to the rules of the 
Association, part of the Independent Company of this 
County went to his house, took, and carried him to the 
Court-House, and, after a solemr. trial, received from him, 
under the Liberty Pole, his recantation ; a copy whereof 
you have enclosed. Mr. Sherlock, at the Company's ap- 
proach, took shelter in an upper room of his house, with 
two loaded guns, but was prudent enough to decline making 
use of them.. 

john Sherlock's recantation. 
Whereas, I, the subscriber, have thoughtlessly and im- 
prudently at sundry times expressed myself to the follow- 
ing purpose : that such people as oppose the present min- 
isterial measures respecting America are rebels, and that 
I expect to be employed at a future day in hanging them ; 
and if no hemp could be had 1 had flax enough ; and that 
I wanted no greater bondage, under the name of liberty, 
than to be bound by the Association ; and I have also 
expressed myself very imprudently in calling the Indepen- 
dent Company of this County an unlawful mob, and many 
other idle and .foolish words: I do hereby, in the most 
solemn and serious manner, declare that at those times, 
when I have held such language, I did not mean as much 
as I said ; and I do hereby declare my most unfeigned sor- 
row for what I have done or said, and in the most humble 
manner ask the pardon of the said Independent Company, 
[which was accordingly done by application being made to 
each member of the said company respectively ;] and I 
declare I look upon the said company as a very respectable 
body of men, and, upon the most calm reflection, 1 declare 
my opinion to be altered, I most heartily wish success to 
this my native Country in her present honest struggle for 
liberty with the Mother Country, and do here promise to 
do. all in my power to retrieve my character with my coun- 
trymen. This acknowledgment and confession I make 
freely and voluntarily, arid desire the same may be pub- 
lished in the publick papers. John Sherlock. 



JOHN HANCOCK, PRESIDENT, TO NEW-T0H7C CONGRESS. 

PhiladeTpFia, Juno 27, 1775. 

Gentlemen: By the unanimous vote of this Congress, 
I am' directed to assure you that they have a high sense of 
your services in the common cause of the United, Colonies, 
and to inform you of the appointment of the several Gen- 
era] Officers to command the Continental Forces; a list of 
whom I now enclose you. The subordinate officers to be 
recommended by the Provincial Congresses to the General, 
to whom commissions from, this Congress are sent to be 
filled up agreeable to such recommendation. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

John Ranjmck, President. 
To the Members of the Provincial Congress, New- York. 

Officers appointed by the Congress. 

George Washington, Esq., General and Commander-in- 
Chief of all the Forces raised or to be raised for the defence 
of American Liberty. 

Artemas Ward, Esq., First Major-General. 

Charles Lee, Esq., Second Major-General. 

Philip Schuyler, Esq., Third Major-General. 

Israel Putnam, Esq., Fourth Major-General. 

Seth Pomeroy, Esq., First Brigadier General. 

Richard Montgomery, Esq., Second Brigadier-General. 

David Wooster, Esq., Third Brigadier-General. 

William Heath, Esq., Fourth Brigadier-General. 

Joseph Spencer, Esq., Fifth Brigadier-General. . 

John Thomas, Esq., Sixth Brigadier-General. 

John Sullivan, Esq., Seventh Brigadier-General. 

Nalhuniel Greene, Esq., Eighth Brigadier-General. 

Horatio Gates, Esq., Adjutant-General, and with the 
rank of Brigadier-General. 



BEDFORD COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee for the County of Bed- 
ford, the 27th day of June, 1775: The Committee being 
apprehensive that the inhabitants of the lower parts of this 
Colony may possibly (in the course of the present unhappy 
dispute between Great Britain and her American Colo- 
nies) be compelled to quit their habitations, wish it to be 
known to them, that the inhabitants of this County will 
cheerfully give them, and whatever they may think proper 
to remove_among us, the most cordial reception, afford them 
every possible assistance, and that they shall freely parti- 
cipate of any thing we possess. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this Committee do trans- 
mit a copy of this Resolution to the printer, to be inserted 
in the Virginia Gazette. 

Robert Alexander, Clerk. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. . 

New- York, June 27, 1775, Three o'clock, P. M. 

Sir: Last evening Captain Hoops, of Trenton, in New- 
Jersey, informed. me, that he had escorted to Elizabeth- 
town four wagons with ninety-eight quarter casks of a 
necessary article, packed in eight hogsheads, to be forward- 
ed to Cambridge, which were then on their way for Hud- 
son's River. This morning I had advice by express that 
the wagons were within four miles of Bull's Ferry, which 
is nearly opposite to the north end of New-York Island. 
In consequence of which I despatched a boat with one of 
the New-York Committee, and twelve armed men, to 
Buffs Ferry, to transport the baggage across the North- 
River to King's Bridge. Two gentlemen of our Commit- 
tee are gone by land to King's Bridge, to whose prudence 
they are committed for conveyance into your Colony, 

I thought it necessary to give you thisjnformation, and 
submit it to you whether it may not be proper for you to 
give the like orders as you did on a similar occasion, pro- 
vided your circumstances will permit, and forward this in- 
telligence to Cambridge. 

I have the Honour to be, Sir, your most obedient ser- 
vant, P. V. B. Livingston. 

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq. 

THOMAS HICKS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, June 27, 1775. 
Sir : Last Saturday I received a copy of a resolve of 
the Provincial Congress of the 22d instant, wherein I was 
requested to take my seat in Congress on this day, or assign 
my reasons for neglecting to attend. The latter, Sir, I 
shall endeavour to do, by acquainting the Congress with 
some of the circumstances of the election of Deputies of 
Queen's County, and some subsequent transactions. 

On the day of the election three gentlemen appeared 
who declared they were charged with a message to the 
freeholders assembled for the purpose of choosing Depu- 
ties, from a very large number of freeholders of the Town- 
ship of Hempstead, who had assembled a few days before 
at Hempstead; they had it in charge they said, to declare 
there at that day, that the said freeholders were determined 
to have nothing to do with the election of Deputies, but 
.that they were resolved to Wait till they knew the effect of 
the Petitions, of the General Assembly of this Colony, or 
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words to that effect, as near as I can recollect. Upon 
which, as there were not so many freeholders convened as 
I expected, I proposed that the separate Towns should 
elect Deputies, but being overruled, I proposed that none 
Should be elected for Hempstead, to avoid the appearance 
of obtruding Deputies on them ; this I thought was agreed 
to by the gentlemen present. But after a little time a 
gentleman (who I believe was not in the room at the time 
trie last proposal was made) objected that in the latter case 
the County would be partially represented, and urged the 
appointment of Deputies for Hempstead ; this, after a lit- 
tle while, was agreed to by a majority, and Captain Thome 
and myself were named to represent Hempstead, and our 
names were inserted in the list accordingly. 

I saw myself placed in a very disagreeable situation, and 
expressed my idea of it to the gentlemen present ; they did 
not seem to see the embarrassment which I sensibly felt, 
and therefore were not disposed to dispense with my ser- 
vice. The bad state of my health, which obliges rne to 
avoid New- York as much as possible in the summer, from 
long experience of the bad effect of the city air in that 
season, also made me wish to be excused from a service 
which I was convinced would very much impair it. 

In this situation, I determined, however, to offer myself 
to the Congress as a Deputy, if the people of Hempstead 
were •ilent about it; but I was soon informed that some of 
the leading people had declared they did not believe I 
would presume to represent them in Congress. Upon re- 
ceiving this intelligence, I immediately went to Hempstead, 
applied to a gentleman whom I took to be a leading man, 
and desired him to consult the principal people of the Town, 
and let me know as soon as might be whether I should 
represent them or not. A very few days after I received 
from him a letter, dated the 30th May last, wherein he in- 
formed me that he had consulted as many persons in the 
Township of Hempstead as the shortness of the time would 
.admit, who, he said, seem fixed upon their former resolu- 
tions not to appoint any Deputies to represent the Town 
of Hempstead in Provincial Congress ; that the people 
seemed to be much inclined to remain peaceable and 
quiet ; that he had consulted the gentlemen I had desired 
him to speak to in particular, who had desired him to give 
me this information. Upon the receipt of this letter I 
resolved to decline taking a seat at the Congress, from a 
persuasion of the impropriety, and even injustice of trans- 
acting business of so much consequence for people who 
disavowed my authority. 

This is a true state of facts as near as my memory will 
serve me, and I flatter myself, Sir, it will sufficiently apo- 
logize to the Congress for my conduct. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Thomas Hicks. 
Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq. 



HERMAN ZEDTWITZ TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable Members of the Provincial Congress, 

at this time convened in the City of New-York : 
The Petition and humble Remonstrance of Herman Zedt- 

witz of the same City, Gentleman, most humbly shew- 

eth: 

That your petitioner is a German by birth, and hath 
heretofore served as an officer in the King of Prussia's 
Army, upwards of fourteen years. That through the course 
of your petitioner's experience in the art of war, he hath 
found that a body of Riflemen, properly equipped, to pre- 
cede the Grand Army, have been of great use to annoy 
and confuse the enemy. That your petitioner being well 
versed in the exercise of such men, would, with the appoint- 
ment and sanction of this honourable board, undertake to 
raise a Regiment, to contain six hundred able bodied men, 
from Paxlon and other parts of the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania, many of them already provided with their rifles, 
and the whole number in a very short time might be com- 
plete and ready to go on such service as should be found 
necessary. That your petitioner hath known such a Re- 
giment in the time of action to be of more service than any 
three common Regiments, and is willing and desirous per- 
sonally to explain to this honourable. Board, at such time as 
shall be appointed, the particular services of such a body of 



men. That your petitioner hath very lately been in that 
part of Pennsylvania before mentioned, and is well satis- 
fied that if this honourable Board shall see fit to appoint, 
or cause him to be appointed to the command of such a 
Regiment, he could in a very short time complete the same, 
and would use bisnnost indefatigable endeavours at all times 
to approve himself worthy of the honour conferred upon 
him. And your petitioner most humbly requests that this 
honourable Board will take the premises into consideration, 
and appoint such time for hearing him further therein as 
shall be found convenient, when he will most punctually 
attend ; and in the mean time remains this honourable 
Board's most dutiful and very devoted humble servant, 

„ „ „ ■ Herman Zedtwitz. 

City of New. York, June 27, 1775. 



ELISHA PHELPS TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 1 COMMITTEE OT 
' SATETY. "" '"*"" " 

Ticonderoga, June 27, 1775. 

Gentlemen: After my kind respects to you all, when 
I left Cambridge, I went to his Honour the Governqur of 
the Colony of Connecticut ; and he informed me he ha,d 
appointed me a .Commissary for the Northern Army, which 
I cheerfully accepted, and thanked his Honour for the notice 
he took of me. I then informed him of the orders Colonel 
Arnold gave me, concerning the teams. He told me. I 
need not trouble myself, as York was to provide teams, 
&c, and I could charge teams in common stock ; and the 
pork you would pay for when 1 produced an order from 
Colonel Arnold. As for news, 1 have nothing remarkable. 
We have had some mutiny in this company, but I hope 
now settled. The gentlemen Committee you sent, were 
not treated with that esteem by some as I wish they had 
been. I long to hear the particulars of the fight at Boston. 
If you would furnish it I should take it as a great favour. 

Gentlemen, I am with great esteem your very humble 
servant, at command, Elisha Phelps. 

To the respectable Gentlemen of the Committee of Safety 
at Cambridge, for the Province of Massachusetts-Bay. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO MASSACHUSETTS. CONGRESS. 

Lebanon, June 27, 1775, 

Gentlemen: This morning received your pressing in- 
stance for an immediate augmentation of Troops from our 
Colony. In consequence expresses are gone forth to call 
our Assembly, to meet at Hartford on Saturday next. 
Generals Washington and Lee are expected this day at 
Hartford, on their way to the Army. The warriors from 
Virginia and Pennsylvania are coming forward. Have 
received this day a speech and belt from the Oneida In- 
dians, and have enclosed their speech. 

Colonel Hinman at Ticonderoga, writes the 19th instant : 
" The enemy are fortifying at St. John's, and last night 
was informed that "the Caughnawaga Indians have had a 
war-dance, being brought to it by General Carleton." 

Eight or nine hundred barrels of flour from the General 
Congress for the Army are arrived safe at Norivich, and 
more expected. Hope a report with us this morning is 
true, that a large quantity of powder is arrived at Neio- 
York, and a quantity for this Colony at New-London. 
Every effort in our power for defence of the rights of the 
Colonies will be used with diligence and without delay. 

May the Supreme Director of all events give wisdom, 
stability and union in all our counsels ; inspire our sol- 
diery with courage and fortitude ; cover their heads in the 
day of battle and danger; convince our enemies of their 
mistaken measures, and that all attempts to deprive us of 
our rights are injurious and vain. 

I am, with great esteem and sincerity, gentlemen, your 
most obedient humble servant, 

Jonathan Trumbull. 
Honourable James Warren, Esq. 

A Speech of the Chiefs and Warriors of the Oneida 
Tribe of Indians, to the four New-England Provin- 
ces, directed to Governour Trumbull ; and by him to 
be communicated: 

As our younger brothers of the New-England Indiana, 
(who have settled in our vicinity) are now going down to 
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visit their friends, and to move up parts of their families off all dealings with said Cook, and treat him as an enemy 
that were left behind, with this belt by them, we open the to his Country and the liberties of America. 



road wide, clearing it of all obstacles, that they may visit 
their friends and return to their settlements here in peace. 
We Oncidas are induced to this measure on account of 
the disagreeable situation of affairs that nay ; and we hope, 
by the help of God, that they may go and return in peace. 
We earnestly recommend them to your charity through 
their long journey. 



A true copy. 



By order of the Committee : 

Wm. Ladd, Clerk for the day. 



GOVERNOUR COOKE TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Providence, Rhode-Island, June 27, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I gave you a hint in my letler of yester- 

Novv we more immediately address you, our brother, the day of our fitting out two armed vessels for the protection 

Governour and the Chiefs of Neio-England. of our trade. It looks very probable to me that if there 

Brothers! We have heard of the unhappy differences wer e a few vessels properly armed and manned along the 
and great contention betwixt you and old England. We coast, in different parts, it would be a great means of pro- 
wonder greatly, and are troubled in our minds. tecting otir.own trade, and also of picking up many of the 

Brothers! Possess your minds in peace respecting us provision vessels that they (the men-of-war) take this way, 

Indians. We cannot intermeddle in (his dispute between and send round to Boston. Many of those vessels are 

two brothers. The quarrel seems to be unnatural ; you are sent round with but five or six hands in each, and with 

two brothers of one blood. We are. unwilling to join on nothing more than a small-arm a piece, to defend them; 

either side in such a contest, for we bear an equal affection and further, as the enemy think we have no force that dare 

to bojh of you, Old and New-England. Should the great put out of our harbours, some of their store-ships come 

King of England apply to us for our aid, we shall deny without convoy, and there is a possibility that we might 

him. If the Colonies apply, we will refuse. The present pick up one of them if we had a vessel or two to cruise jn 

situation of you two brothers is new and strange to us. their way. These things are dropped, gentlemen, for your 

We Indians cannot find^ nor recollect in the traditions of consideration, from your most humble servant, 
our ancestors the like case or a similar insiance. Nicholas Cooke. 

Brothers! For these reasons possess your minds in peace, To the Hon. James Warren, President of the Provincial 



Congress of the Massachusetts Bay, Watertown. 



and take no umbrage that we Indians refuse joining in the 
contest; we are for peace. 

Brothers ! Was it an alien, a foreign Nation, which struck 
you, we should look into the matter. We hope, through the extracts of letters received in Philadelphia from 
wise government and good pleasure of God, your distresses gentlemen in the arm?, dated camp at Cambridge, 
may soon be removed, and the dark cloud be dispersed. June 27, 1775. 

Brothers! As we have declared for peace, we desire You will have heard of the battle on Bunker's Hill 
you will not apply to our Indian brethren in New-Evg- before you receive this, but the accounts will he various. 
land for their assistance. Let us Indians be all of one Our people went on to take the ground, expecting every 
mind and live in peace with one another, and you white day the enemy would take it, if we did not. They were 
people settle your own disputes betwixt yourselves. not well prepared ; however," they went on ; and at day- 

Brothers! We have now declared our minds; please break, before they had time to finish their work, they were 
write to us that we may know yours. "attacked, but General Howe gives them the praise of de- 

We, the sachems, warriors, and female governesses of fending their works as well as any men on earth could do; 
Oneida, send our love to you, brother Governour, and all and had our troops who were to march up to their support' 
the other chiefs in New-England. behaved as well in coming to their posts as the others 

Signed by William Sunoghsis, "") did in defending theirs, they never would have lost their 

ground, but the enemy must have been cut off. But the 
low ground over which they were to pass was so conti- 
nually raked by a constant fire from the ships and floating 
batteries, with every kind of shot, that it rendered it im- 
possible to bring a proper number of men over at that time 
to their support ; and after a most vigorous defence for some 
hours, our men being employed the whole night before with- 
out sleep or rest, and many having expended the ammunition 
they had with them, they retreated, and left the ground 
and unfinished lines to the enemy, where they are now 
encamped and fortifying. Our people are encamped on 
Prospect Hill, at about a mile distance, and have strong 
lines thrown up from Cambridge River to Mistick River, 
and are watching each other. We lost in the engagement 
one hundred and seventy-nine men, killed and wounded : 
fifty killed, thirty wounded and prisoners in Boston, and 
the remainder of the one hundred and seventy-nine 
wounded with us: the enemy lost one thousand on the 






William Sunoghsis, 
Viklasha Watshaleagh, 
William Kanaghquassea, 
Peter Thayehcase, 
Genuine Tegayavher, 
Nickhes Ahsechose, 
Thomas Yoghtanawca, 
- Adam Ohonwano, 
Quedellis Agwerondongwas, 
Handerchiko Tegahpreahdyen, 
Johnks Skeanender, 
Thomas Teorddeatha. 

Caughnawaga, June 19, 1775. 

Interpreted and wrote by Samuel Kirkland , Missionary. 



O 

TO 



TIVERTON AND LITTLE C0MPT0N (r. I.) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committees of Inspection for the 
Towns of Tiverton and Little- Compt 'on, held at the . . . . , . -, , , , „, , 

dwelling-house of Gideon Wilcox, Esquire, on Saturday, *P°t and c ead T ° f , their wounds before last Wednesday, 

June 21 ih 1775: and seven hundred then in the hospitals wounded. Many 

» T « T . _ .,,.,. such conquests would totally ruin tiie King's Troops 

Nathaniel Searle, Jun., Esq., in the Chair. - „>..•' . . is. . r 

Information being given to these Committees, that Abiel 
Cook, of Little- Compt on, had violated the seventh article 
of the Continental Congress Association, and was thereby 
endeavouring to feed and support the enemies of American 
liberty, by selling some of his Sheep to go on board the 



Last Saturday the enemy cannonaded Boxbury, and en- 
deavoured to burn the Town, but failed. Sunday General 
Clinton sent a flag from his camp to ours with letters from 
our prisoners ; they say they are kindly treated, and have 
their choice of Army or Town Surgeons, or both ; and 
most of them are like to do well. Mr. P — cy is this day 
Swqn, man-of-war, at Newport; the Sheep being stopped arrived here from London; he came with Captain Jenkins 
at Forkland- Ferry, and said Cook ordered to attend the to Nantucket; an officer of the King's Army was passenger 
Committees, he attended accordingly this day, and had with them, and is secured. Mr. P — cy says it was expected 
the effrontery to insult the Committees and his Country, by Administration that the Yankees would not fight ; that 
by declaring, that Tie Iiad sold the Sheep to go on board the Army would get up the hill and down again, ^and that 
the man-of-war, and would do it again when any opportu- would settle the whole controversy ; they °will be much 
nity should offer. chagrined when the account from here arrives. They are 

Voted, That the above Sheep be sent as a present to like to have enough to do to keep France and Spain quiet 
the American Army near Boston. during the summer, Russia and the Porte are preparing 

Ordered, That the above be printed in the Newport for war again; and Prussia, always ready, is looking on, 
Mercury, that all friends to American liberty may break and laughing in his sleeve, and the States of Holland are 
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quarrelling with England, and have ordered all the Eng- 
lish ships out of the Tex$.__ 

We have lost but few jjien compared with the loss the 
enemy sustained; ours will fall short of sixty killed; thirty 
are prisoners, and about one hundred vvounded. We have 
the greatest reason to believe, from their own account, as 
well as from many other concurring circumstances, that 
their loss is not short of fifteen hundred killed and wound- 
ed ; among the former are two Colonels, Majors Pitcairn 
and Sheriff. The Royal Welsh Fusileers have. but seventy 
privates and one Captain left alive. The Regulars say 
that the battle of Minden, or that on the Plains of Abra- 
ham, did not exhibit equal scenes of blood In so short a 
time from so few men engaged. 

They give out that we must have lost three thousand 
men, as they conclude our loss must greatly exceed theirs. 



GENERAL WARD TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, June 27, 1775._ 

Sir: I was lately "applied toby the honourable Con- 
gress to propose or recommend some person that would be 
suitable for an Adjutant-General; in consequence of which, 
I vyrote to Colonel William Henshaw, who is now fn camp, 
and will accept, if the post is properly dignified. I natter 
myself he will do us eminent service, if appointed. He 
will probably be at the Congress this day. 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

Artemas Ward. 
To the Honourable James Warren, Esquire, President of 

the Provincial Congress at Watertown. 



GENERAL THOMAS TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Roxbury Camp, June 27, 1775. 

Sir : I have herewith enclosed a request from a number 
of prisoners now in Boston, which I received yesterday, 
P. M., by one of the Selectmen of Weymouth, to whom it 
was sent from Mr. Scholay, of Boston. It was carried to 
the Committee of Safety, and from them to General Ward, 
who sent it to me, but think it not proper to determine this 
matter without advice from the Congress, whose directions 
I shall comply with. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient and very humble servant, 

John Thomas. 
To the Honourable James Warren, at Watertown. 

Boston, June 23, 1775. 

It is the desire of twenty-five persons from the country, 
that were taken prisoners at Charlestown last Saturday, 
and many of them dangerously wounded, that as they are 
in great want of fresh provisions for their comfort, they 
would have you go to Weymouth, or any other Town in 
your neighbourhood, and recommend to the good people 
there to send them some mutton and other provisions as 
ntay be suitable for them. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, June 26, 1775. 

General Ward refers the above to the determination of 
General Thomas, to conduct the affair as he may think 
proper. J. Ward, Secretary. 



COLONEL DAVID BREWER TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Camp at Roxbury, June 27, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I have been informed that there is a num- 
ber of books printed, containing the law martial for regu- 
lating the Massachusetts Army, designed for the use of said 
Army. If so, you will please send by the bearer, Sergeant 
Bull, as many of said books as is designed, or shall be 
thought necessary for my Regiment, as it is absolutely ne- 
cessary the soldiers should know the law in order to keep 
the same. 

I am, gentlemen, your obliged friend and humble ser- 
vant, David Brewer. 



TO THE HONOURABLE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

The Petition of Officers belonging to Colonels Prescott, 
Frye, and Bridges's Regiments, humbly sheweth ; 
That whereas in the late battle at Charlestown, on the 

seventeenth of this instant, June, a number of things be- 



longing to us fell into the enemy's hands, whereby we Tire 
deprived of some necessary clothing, arms, &c: As the loss 
is considerable, we beg -that (if it may be consistent with 
the honour and dignity of the Congress, and the good of 
the Country) they have an allowance for the same as your 
Honours shall see fit ; and your petitioners, as in duly 
bound, will ever pray. 
., Wm. Prescott, Isaac Abbott, 

Ebenezer Bridge, Isaac Brown, 

James Brickett, Jonathan Evans, 

Henry Woods, 

Benjamin Ames, 
. John Davis, 

John Nutting, 

Nathaniel Lakin, 

John Mosher, 

. June 27, 1775. 



Asa Lawrence, 
Abijah Wyman, 
Henrx Farweli,, 
Peter Coburn, 
John Ford, 
John Flint. 



'-■■-■- - Watertown, June 29, 1775. 

The Committee appointed to consider the within Peti- 
tion, beg leave to report that the petitioners have leave to 
withdraw their "petition. 



MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, 
In Provincial Congress, June 27, 1775. 

May it please your Honours : Were you now in the 
Continental Army which invests Boston, it would beget 
unutterable vexation and torment in your hearts, to behold 
so large a body of so active brave men as that army con- 
sists of, insulted by the fire and blaze of the enemy's cannon 
and mortars from their lines, ships, and floating batteries ; 
and the same brave men, although possessed of divers good 
pieces of great ordnance, and willing, at any hazard, to im- 
prove them, yet wholly restrained from returning any fire 
of the kind, lest, by so doing, their little stock of gunpowder 
should soon be exhausted, and they reduced to the fatal 
necessity of laying down their arms or flying into the woods, 
leaving their houses to be burnt, their fields wasted ; in 
short to give up and abandon the just claims of all America, 
and in effect to resign themselves and the lives of all the 
children of liberty in this whole Continent, to the arbitrary- 
pleasure of a haughty Administration, instigated and influ- 
enced by enraged tories of our own breeding. 

Your minds will be still more agitated and alarmed, if 
you knew our supplies of that article was so scanty as really 
to beget doubts in your minds a whether the Army would be 
able to sustain so many attacks as we have reason soon to 
expect, without leaving them generally destitute of that 
necessary part of ammunition, even if no other expense of 
powder should be made in the defence than by the use of 
small arms. We cannot, therefore, delay one moment longer 
acquainting your Honours with the state of this Army in 
that respect, and in the most importunate manner begging 
your immediate attention to this matter, and that the utmost 
exertions be instantly made, at any hazard and expense, to 
procure and send to this Army all tliegunpmvder which 
can be obtained, either by manufacture, importation, seizures 
of the enemy's ships, or in any other way, without stripping 
individuals of their privatestocks for their own personal 
use ; and that every quantity which can in any way be ob- 
tained, even if it shall not amount to more than one load for 
one horse carriage, be sent by land with all possible speed 
and safety to this Army. 

We beg your Honours to realize that the force of all 
the British Troops in America, or destined to America, is 
levelled against this Army, and how shocking and terrible 
the effects of a defeat and dispersion of this Army would 
be, not only to this Colony, but to all the Continent. We 
feel the warmest sentiments of gratitude to your Honours 
for your great attention and care for jhe Ar my, expressed 
in your appointment of able and experienced Generals to 
command the same ; but we beg your Honours to contem- 
plate of what significance either officers or soldiery can be 
for the intent of annoying the enemy or defending the 
Country, without the necessary means. Besides, we ask 
your Honours' pardon when we pray you to consider how 
inexpressibly afflictive it must be to those Jionourable and 
worthy gentlemen, appointed by your Honours, to arrive at 
our Army, (which would be an honourjto any General in 
Europe, if they were well supplied,) to find that they had 
not the necessary means of acting offensively, and the sup- 
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plies for defence so very slender, as to fill them with perpe- 
tual solicitude and even anguish of spirit, lest by defending, 
even with small arms, against frequent attacks, their ammu- 
nition should be wholly spent, and they constrained to turn 
their backs on their enemy ; when, if the Army was well 
found with ammunition, they would be able, not merely to 
defend themselves and their Country, but to bear down and 
triumph over the enemy. 

Your Honours, therefore, will be most certainly convinced 
that nothing can so much merit your immediate and earnest 
attention, as the ways and means of supplying this Army, 
in the speediest manner, with the article of gunpowder. 
We cannot find words to express the importance of this 
proposal with sufficient emphasis. Our all very much de- 
pends upon success in this particular, and we cannot forbear 
repeating our request, that whatever quantity your Honours 
may find it in your power in any way to avail yourselves 
of, whether greater or less, may be sent forward with the 
utmost expedition. 

We humbly conceive that it cannot be by any means 
prudent to venture an article of this importance any part 
of the way bywater, nor by land, without a sufficient guard, 
as the same is in a manner as precious as our very blood. 

This Colony is making the utmost efforts, running every 
risk, and trying every experiment, and hesitating at no ex- 
peiiseyTo procure good supplies of the above-said most im- 
portant article for this Army. Nothing can be more remote 
from the temper of this Colony than to solicit the exertions 
of the other parts of the Continent, with a view, in any 
degree, to relax or render unnecessary our own utmost-assi- 
duity and endeavour ; but our foregoing importunate appli- 
cations proceed only from the fullest conviction that the 
largest contributions which the whole Continent is capable 
of, and the most immediate, vigorous, and unremitted efforts 
of every part of our Country, will be little enough, not to 
say inadequate, to effect such a supply of that commodity 
as the exigencies of the present crisis require. 

The foregoing representation has been, by order of Con- 
gress, considered by our Committee of Supplies, who fully 
agree that nothing therein is expressed in too strong terms, 
or deserves the epithet of high colouring. 

We are, may it please your Honours, with the greatest 
esteem and deference, your most obedient servants, 

Joseph Hawley, 

Elisha Porter, 

Committee of Congress, 

The foregoing letter is made by us as a Committee of 
Congress, without its having been read publickly, (lor rea- 
sons which your Honours will not be at a loss about,) and 
this by express order of Congress. 



GEN. FOLSOM TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE Qt SAFETY. 

Camp on Winter Hill, June 27, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Since my arrival here, the harmony and 
willing obedience of the New-Hampshire Troops gives me 
the most sensible pleasure. I have got them into tolerable 
regulation, and shall, as far as in me lies, use my utmost 
exertion to get them into the greatest good order anddisci- 
pline, which is so indispensably necessary in an army, and 
still promote and preserve unanimity and concord amongst 
them. ." 

But to that end you are very sensible that they must 
receive regular supplies. Such brave Troops as yours are, 
deserve the_best_of living, or at least such as will conduce 
to the. preservation of their health, and render thenrpapable 
of undergoing fatigues and hardships. I would therefore 
beg leave to intimate, that if part or the whole of thejlom- 
mittee of Supplies were constantly to attend the~earhp, 
vested with discretionary power as to. supplies, it woulJJ be 
greatly advantageous to your forces, as it is impossibfeany 
set of men can so well ascertain what properly belongs to 
their department when absent as wlien present, and can 
have their business carried on under their immediate inspec- 
tion. Theforegoing I esteemed myself in duty bound to 
mention ; and leaving it to your well known wisdom and 
prudence, I remain your very humble servant, 

Nathaniel Folsom. 
To the Honourable Committee of Safety for the Colony 

of New-Hampshire. 

Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 



PORTSMOUTH (nEW-HAMPSHIHe) COMMITTEE TO MASSA- 
CHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Portsmouth, June 27, 1775. 
To the Rev. Samuel Langdon,D. D., to be communicated 

to the Committee at Cambridge. 

Honoured Sir: The Committee of Portsmouth having 
detected the enclosed letter, have thought proper to trans- 
mit a copy to you by way of caution, as we have heard 
that James Henderson has been travelling about the country 
lately to gain intelligence ; and lest he might be the cause 
of more mischief to the American cause, we pray he may 
be prevented. 

We have some cannon, with good carriages, of twenty- 
four and thirty-two pounders ; if you need them, please to 
signify, and we will send them. 

We are, with cordial esteem, Sir, your most humble ser- 
vants, the Committee of Safety at Portsmouth, per their 
order. George Gaines. 

Copy of the above to be transmitted to the Committee 
of Supplies. 

Boston, June 22, 1775. 

Dear Hugh : I take this opportunity of letting you know 
of our welfare. We had a good deal of confusion last 
Saturday, but we have great reason of thankfulness that the 
Troops got the better of the people. It was one of the 
boldest attacks almost of the age, as they had it very strong, 
but they did not keep it fifteen minutes after the attack 
begun ; and such firing I never heard — so constant. I saw 
it all the time. There are a great many country people 
killed, (amongst them is Doctor Warren,) and about thirty 
taken prisoners who are in Town. There is one of the second 
fleet come in last night ; so I am in hopes the Troops will 
be soon enabled to bring them to a sense of their duty. 

If you have any apprehension of danger, I think you 
had best come to Town. My love to Hannah, J&c. 

I am yours. 

The above letter came in a tender, directed to Hugh 
Henderson, and was stopped by the Committee at Ports- 
mouth ; it is supposed here to be wrote by James Henderson, 
of Boston. 

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Committee of Observation for Anne 
Arundel County and City of Annapolis was requested by 
Captain Charles Henzell, on Wednesday, the twenty-eighth 
day of June, 1775. 

Present; Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, Matthias Ham- 
mond, John Bullen, Chas. Wallace, John Davidson, Wm. 
Wilkins, Allen Qnynn, John Brice, and Doctor Richard 
Tootell. 

Mr. Charles Carroll in the Chair. 

Captain Henzell having informed the Committee of his 
arrival from London with goods on board the Adventure, 
which was cleared, as appears by the cocket, for Maryland, 
he being duly sworn, deposed that the following goods, and 
no other, were shipped on board said vessel, to wit : two hun- 
dred dozen Porter, one hundred Pipe-Staves in packs, two 
thousand weight of Cheese, and forty-two chaldrons of Coal, 
Winchester measure, which was to be disposed of at the 
Island of Madeira, but through contrary winds he was pre- 
vented from landing them there : and this deponent also 
saith that he brought in with him about seventy persons, 
consisting of passengers and servants. 

It appearing to the Committee, from letters produced by 
Captain Henzell, and by his and Joseph Eastman's deposi- 
tions, that the Cheese, Porter, Pipe-Staves, and Newcastle 
coal, were to be sold at Madeira, and the proceeds thereof 
to be laid out in the purchase of Madeira Wine, he being 
empowered to draw bills on London for so much as said 
Wine should exceed the value of the above mentioned arti- 
cles; and it also appearing to the Committee that Cap- 
tain Henzell intended to bring to Maryland the cargo of 
Wine aforesaid : being interrogated whether he intended 
to sell the said Wine in America, he declared on oath that 
he did not, but proposed to carry the Wine to the London 
market, and report the same here to the Custom-House. 
Beingasked whether he did not know, or had been informed 
that the aforesaid Wine was subject to a duty, imposed by 
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Act of Parliament, and that consequently the importation 
thereof was contrary to the Continental Association, he 
answered that he did. not know, nor had he been informed 
that any duty was to be paid on the Wine thus imported, 
and intended to be exported in the same bottom to London. 

It appearing to the Committee that the above enumerated 
articles of goods were shipped contrary to the Continental 
Association, 

. Resolved unanimously, That the said goods cannot be 
landed, but be sent back forthwith. 

The question being put, whether Capt. He?izcll snouT(fb~e 
permitted to land his Servants? ""Resolved in the affirmative. 

Captain Henzell, together with Mr. James Ilutchings, 
Jun., to whom the Servants were consigned, then engaged 
And pledged their honour to the Committee that the goods 
should be sent back forthwith. 

Signed per order of the Committee : 

G. Duvall, Clerk. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO CONGRESS. 
[Road in Congress, July 3, 1775.] 

New-York, June 28, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I do myself the honour to acquaint you 
that I parted with General Washington yesterday, at ten 
o'clock, at New-Rochelle, at which place we were met by 
Brigadier-General Wooster's and Colonel PVaterbury's Re- 
giments. Those arrived to within two miles of this Town, 
about eight this morning, and got sheltered in barns and 
out-houses. As soon as the weather (which is at present 
wet and stormy) will permit, I propose to encamp them on 
the south side of Sand Hill, which is nearly two miles from 
hence. 

I have been so little in Town since my first arrival here, 
that I have not yet had an opportunity to inform myself 
of the Provincial Congress, oT what progress has been 
made in the execution of the different orders you were 
pleased to send them. Individuals of that body ihfornvme 
there is very little powder in any part of this Colony; that 
about sixteen hundred barrels of flour have already been 
sent to different ports in the .Massachusetts-Bay ; that the 
remainder will be despatched with all possible speed. 

I have prepared a letter, which I hope to forward. lo-day 
to Colonel Hinman, requesting a return of the Troops un- 
der .his command ; their condition : the post they occupy ; 
a minute return of the stores of every kind, which he "is 
possessed of; and I have poinredly urged the necessity of 
gaining intelligence from Canada, and cultivating a good 
understanding with that people and the Indians. Reports 
prevail here that the latter have accepted the hatchet 
offered them by General Carleton, and that considerable 
bodies of them have been seen going to Montreal; and 
that even the Oneidas made part of them. Should this 
be confirmed, too much despatch cannot be used in the 
appointments of proper persons to counteract the meditated 
evil — an evil of the most alarming nature. Some of those 
accounts are said to have been made by Mr. Swift, a 
young gentleman from Philadelphia, who passed through 
here a few days ago on his way from Canada. 

Eight transports with Troops are now at Sandy-Hook. 
It is whispered by some that they mean to land. Others 
affirm that they are going to Boston. I have taken mea- 
sures to procure intelligence of their intentions, and shall 
take every possible precaution to secure this City against 
the evil consequences that would attend their landing, 
should they be able to effect it. 

General Washington, before we parted, desired me to 
inform your Honours, that he thought it most advisable 
that the commissions for the officers in the New- York De- 
partment should be directly sent to me to be filled up. 

I foresee, that unless a Cqinmissary-General and a Quar- 
termaster-General be appointed for this Department, that 
the service will not only suffer, (from disputes already 
rising,) but the waste of provisions that will be occasioned 
by the want of the first, and the extra expenses in having 
the necessary supplies forwarded to the different, armies 
through such a variety of hands, for want of the last, will 
enhance the expenses far, very far indeed beyond what 
their appointments wjll be, On this head I can speak with 
confidence, because I have had long experience. 

Governour Tryon, I have reason to believe, will not 



create ffnytrouble in his Government. It is said that he 
laments, and is sincere, that the unhappy controversy has 
been carried so far, and that he wishes a happy termination 
of it on principles friendly to both. 

Some of the German people in the County of Tryon, 
and some few in other parts of this Colony, are said to be 
unfriendly to us. I beg leave to hint, that an address from 
their countrymen in Pennsylvania, in their own language, 
distributed amongst them, would, I think, have a very salu- 
tary effect. I wish some step taken to engage those peo- 
ple, the rather as many of them live in the vicinity of the 
Indians, _ _ _ . 

Be assured, honourable Sirs, that I shall omit nothing in 
my power faithfully to discharge the important trust with 
which you have honoured me. If, however, I should be 
unfortunate, I hope your candour will impute it to that 
want of abilities which I, with much truth and sincerity, 
avowed previous to my appointment, unless you should 
be convinced that any neglect of duty proceeded from 
wickedness of heart. 

I am, honourable Sirs, most respectfully, your obedient 
humble servant, Ph. Schuyler. 

To the Honourable Continental Congress. 



PETER T. CURTEN1US TO THE NEW-Y6"R£ CONGRESS. 

New-York, June 28, 1775. 

Gentlemen ;_ Pursuant to your order, I have purchased, 
on the publick credit, 261 pieces ravens duck, which is all 
that is in Town ; also, 26 bell-tents, and 635 haversacks, 
of Mr. Levy ; one bell and one officers' tent, from Captain 
Devereux. I have delivered. 137 pieces duck to the tent- 
makers, out of which they have made 250 tents, which are 
finished, and in my store. There remain 124 pieces duck 
in my hands, which will make about 227 soldiers' tents 
more. 

I made an inquiry about blankets, and find them very 
scarce, and what there is, are not o_f the right sort or size ; 
particulars as under. Those I sent per Captain Wendell, 
were two-point blankets, two of which sewed together will 
make one good blanket, and therefore bought double the 
quantity ordered. I am, gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, Peter_T. Curtemus. 

John Morton, 38 one-point blankets, four of which will 
make one good blanket. 

Abraham Brinkerhoff, 140 blankets; one bale of them 
are one-point, the remainder are 9 and 10-quarler rose 
blankets, from 18 to 25 shillings a pair. 

Joseph Tolten, Lawrence Embree, J. Pearsall, Eleazer 
Miller, and Alexander Robeson, have none but 8 and 9-4 
rose blankets. 



CHARLOTTE COUNTY COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK congress. 

Manchester, June 28, 1775. 

Gentlemen: To my great surprise I found sundry men 
in our County of Charlotte about to form themselves into 
a mob to stop the Court. They were from different parts 
of the County ; and we have heard that some in the 
County of Albany were about to join them, although many 
were dissuaded from their proceedings ; yet some were on 
their way to Fort Edward, to carry into execution their 
evil design. But when they heard that Captain Moit, 
from Connecticut, was at Fort Edward, with his company, 
and Remember Baker and Robert Cochran, with an intent 
to protect the Court, gave over their intended expedition. 
Those men, I think, are mostly debtors, and design to put 
a period to common law. Therefore, we do most humbly 
pray that a resolve may be made at your honourable 
Board, that will encourage and strengthen the well-mind- 
ed, and weaken the ill-minded," without which we fear we 
shall fall" into the utmost confusion. 
, Many of our inhabitants were greatly alarmed by the 
Congress ordering all the cannon to be removed from Ti- 
condcroga, which would have laid us open to an enemy 
from the Northward, and in that surprise, called the people 
together, and chose a man to send to the Continental Con- 
gress, alleging that they feared that some designing men 
would make an ill use of their names, relative to the title 
of our lands. 

This last objection seems to weigh heavy in the minds 
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of many, however groundless in the opinion of others ; 

therefore, do pray your indulgence relative to the return 

of the Association till we can better unite this people. 

All which we shall submit to your wise deliberation. Only 

beg leave to subscribe ourselves your most obedient and 

humble servants, 

William Marsh, ) n ... 

c. rt ' > Committee-men. 

Samuel Rose, J 

To Peter Van Br ugh Livingston, President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress, New-York. 

P. S, If it should be necessary to appoint officers for 
the Army in this part, we think that Mr. Gideon Brunson, 
and Mr. Potter, andlVTr. Joseph Lockwood, suitable men, 
and will accept. 

ADDRESS TO THE ONEIDAS AND TUSCARORAS. 

On the 28th of June, 1775, the Oneidas and Tuscaroras 
assembled at the German Flats, where they were met by 
the inhabitants of that District, and the Delegates from 
Albany. The inhabitants of the Flats delivered to them 
the following Speech : 

Brothers : We are glad to have you here to return you 
thanks. We should have been much pleased to have 
spoken with you at the appointed place ; that is, by your 
Superintendent, where of late you kept your council fire ; 
but sincel his removing so far from us, we do not think' it 
wrong or imprudent to communicate our sentiments of 
peace to you here. It is at this place, brothers, it has often 
been done, and here^agajn we renew it, and brighten the 
old chain of peace and brotherly love. 

Brothers: We cannot see the cause of your late council 
fire, or Superintendent, going away from among us. We 
did him no harm, and you well know that none of us ever 
did, and you may depend on it there was no such thing 
meant against him. He told our people he was going up 
to Thompson's ( Cosby' s Manor) to hold a council fire with 
our brothers, the Five Nations there. We helped him to 
provisions to support you there, and every thing we had 
that he wantect. But he is going away from among us, 
and told some of our people that he would come back with 
company which would not please us; which, if true, it is 
certain his intentions are bad ; and he may depend, that 
whatever force he may or can bring, we regard not. 

Brothers ;_ Our present meeting does not arise from any 
unfriendly thoughts we entertain of you, or from any fear 

of ourselves. IMs purely on account of the old friendship 

which has so_long been kept up between us; that friend- 
ship we want to maintain. It is that friendship which will 
be an equal benefit to us. It is as much wanted on your 
side as ours, 

Brothers: _ We cannot too much express our satisfaction 
of your conduct toward us, by your late proceedings with 
the Superintendent, at the carrying place, for which we 
are also obliged to you, and do not doubt but that your 
conduct will.be blessed with greater benefits than any other 
of those who will hurry themselves into mischief, which 
can never be of any other benefit to them, but sorrow for 
the innocent blood that may be shed on an occasion where- 
with they have no concern. We look to you, particularly, 
to be men of more understanding than others, by the bene- 
fits you have received in" learning ; wherefore we confide 
and trust the more freely in you, that you can communicate 
to the other Tribes and Nations the errour they want to lead 
you into ; and cannot doubt but your wisdom" and influence 
with the. other Natjonsr will be attended with that happy 
success which will hereafter be a blessing to you and your 
posterity. "" ___ ": 

Brothers: What we have said is supposed to be suffi- 
cient to convince you that our meaning is for our joint 
peace and friendship, in which we hope that we and our 
children may continue to the end of time. 



ADDRESS OF ENGLISH MERCHANTS TO GENERAL CARLETON. 

Qucbeck, June 28, 1775. 

The following is a Copy of an Address unanimously 
agreed to, and presented by the English Merchants at 
Quebeck, to his Excellency General Carleton ; a similar 
one was, at the same. time, presented by the French, as 
also from the inhabitants of Montreal; so that the Provin- 



cials will be disappointed in their expectations of any as- 
sistance from this quarter. 

To his Excellency Gut Carleton, Esquire, Governour 
and Commander-in-Chief of the Province of Quebeck, 
&c, &tc, Sic. 

Sir: As it has been found necessary to withdraw His 
Majesty's Troops from this garrison, we, the subscribers, 
think it our duty, in the present situation of affairs, to offer 
our service in protecting the King's Magazines, as well as 
our own property in this place ; and we do therefore hum- 
bly entreat your Excellency to order the Militia of Que- 
beck to be embodied, and to appoint such officers for the 
purpose of protecting His Majesty's subjects here as Jo 
you may seem expedient; having the honour to be His 
Majesty's most faithful subjects, and your Excellency's 
most obedient humble servants. 



GENERAL GREENE TQ JACOB GREENE, ESQ.. 

Rhode-Island Camp, June 28, 1775. 

The hurry I have been in, and the numerous employ- 
ments I am called to, have left me no opportunity to write 
to you. I regret it the less, as I am confident that you 
have heard every day from the camp, and almost every 
particular transaction here, with many that never were 
transacted here or any where else. 

The particulars of the late battle of Bunker's Hill have 
been differently represented. Sometimes the enemy have 
lost a hundred ; sometimes a thousand ; and now it is up 
to fifteen hundred. I believe, from the best accounts I can 
collect, that tbey suffered a loss" nearly equal to the last 
accounts. Many officers fell in the action. The Welsh 
Fusileers, the finest Regiment in the English establish- 
ment, is ruined ; there are but one Captain and eleven pri- 
vates left in the Regiment. It is said, that if some Regi- 
ments on our side bad done their duty as well as others 
did, the Regulars must have suffered a total defeat, and 
would never have got possession of the intrenchments. 
Upon the whole, I think we have little reason to complain. 
There were but about fifty killed on our side, thirty made 
prisoners, and sixty wounded. I wish we could sell them 
another hill at the same price. 

The Regulars are now encamped on Bunker's Hill and 
our people on Prospect and WinterHills, both strongly 
intrenched. Our people are in good spirits, but regularity 
and discipline are much wanted. Our own Troops are 
raw, irregular, and undisciplined ; yet, bad as they are, 
they are under much better governrnent than any Troops 
round about Boston, There are some officers in each 
Regiment who exert themselves to.brjng the camp under 
regulations. There are some Captains, and many subal- 
tern officers, who neglect their duty ; some through fear 
of offending their soldiers, some through laziness, and 
some through obstinacy. This makes the task of the field- 
officers very laborious. I have warned them of their negli- 
gence many times, and am determined to break every one 
for the future who shall lay himself open to it. 

My task is hard, and fatigue great, I go to bed late, 
and rise early. The number of applications you cannot 
conceive of, without being present to observe the round of 
business. But, hard as it is, if I can discharge my duty 
to my own honour, and my Country's, satisfaction, I shall 
go through the toil with cheerfulness. My own officers 
and soldiers are generally well satisfied ; nay, I have not 
heard one complaint. 

The General Officers of the neighbouring camps treat 
me with the greatest respect; much more than my station 
or consequence entitles me to v Were I to estimate my 
value by the attention paid to my opinions, I should have 
great reason to think myself some considerable personage. 
But fatal experience teaches me every day, that mankind 
are apt to pay deference to station and not to merit. There- 
fore, when I find myself surrounded by their flattering at- 
tentions, I consider them as due to my office, and not to 
me. I shall study to deserve well, but cannot but lament 
the great defects I find in myself to discharge, with honour 
and justice, the important trust committed to my care. 
You know I never made much parade, nor was ambitious 
of raising people's expectation higher than I bad reason to 
hope my conduct would be answeribje, to. The world, in 
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general, are too good judges not to learn the true merits of 
men, after being furnished with an opportunity to inspect 
them. I hope God will preserve me in the bounds of mode- 
ration, and enable me to support myself with proper dignity, 
neither rash nor timorous, pursuing a conduct marked with 
manly firmness, but never bordering on frenzy. 



. BIPDEFORD COMMITTEE TO M\SS VCHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Riddeford, June 28, 1775. 

Mat it please your Honours : As. we have thought 
proper to forward to your Honours, under convoy of the 
bearers, Messrs. iVoa/t Hooper and Edgcomb Nason, a 
person who calls himself Thomas Neal, we apprehend it 
to be our duty, as a Committee of Inspection, to transmit 
you an exact detail of our proceedings relative to him, that 
he may be disposed of as your Honours may judge expe- 
dient : Therefore, beg leave to represent, that on Saturday 
last the person in question arrived in this Town, and being 
a stranger, some of the inhabitants were. prepossessed with 
a suspicion of his being a spy. The Committee, in con- 
sequence, were immediately applied to. We attended, 
when he submitted 'to. an examination, and gave the follow- 
ing account of himself, to wit : That he was a native of 
Britain; had lived several years in America; had fre- 
quently travelled, and was well acquainted in most of the 
Southern Colonies, and had, previous to the present un- 
happy crisis of the unnatural contest between Great Bri- 
tain and her Colonies, acquired the birth of a steward on 
board of His Majesty's ship Senegal, Captain Duddington, 
commander; that he left England in said ship about ten 
weeks since, fully persuaded, from the representations he 
had then received, that the disturbance in America was 
kindled by the breath of a faction by no means formida- 
ble ; that it might be easily quelled, and was universally 
disapproved by the cool and dispassionate of all denomina- 
tions in the Colonies : that the first American port they 
touched at was Boston, when they soon had orders to re- 
pair to Falmouth, in Casco Bay, at which place he had 
been two weeks ; that on his arrival in America, found not 
a faction, but the whole Continent joined in opposition to 
Parliamentary measures ; that, therefore, he could not, in 
conscience, continue in a service in which he" must be 
obliged to draw the sword against America ; for that reason 
he had left the ship, and proposed going to Philadelphia, 
where he has several friends and acquaintance ; and that 
he should have applied for a pass prior to his leaving Fal- 
mouth, but that he imagined such application would be 
attended with danger, as the ship lay in the harbour. 

In order, if possible, to be more fully ascertained of the 
truth of the above declaration, we next day despatched a 
person to Falmouth, to wait on the Committee there, who 
informed him that the Steward had departed the ship, and 
that the Captain, supposing he had been detained by the 
people, sent a message to Colonel Preble to demand a 
restoration of him. The Colonel returned for answer, that 
he knew nothing of him, but that he was seen a little be- 
fore going out of Town. Colonel Preble likewise informed 
the messenger sent by us, that he had had some conversa- 
tion with this person, and heard him say he intended to 
leave the ship for the reasons above mentioned. He hired 
a horse a little without the Towp of Falmouth, and came 
publickly to this "place, 

The above, may it please your Honours, is a true ac- 
count of what we have been able to collect relative to the 
person in custody ; and as the people here are uneasy, and 
still apprehensive that he may be inimical to the interests 
of America, we have judged it most eligible that he should 
be sent to the Congress, that your Honours may give such 
farther orders concerning him as your wisdom may di- 
recj, Richard Jordan, 

Benj, Hooper, 
»...,. Thos. Gillpatrjck, 

Committee of Inspection for the Town of Biddeford, 
To the Honourable Provincial Congress. 

COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS, 
In Cgmjnlitee of Safety, Cambridge, June 28, 1775. 

Whereas, the Honourable Provincial Congress did, on 
the 26th instant, pass. a Resolve, ,! That all the small-arms 



that are or may be procured by the above order (men- 
tioned in said Resolve) be delivered to the Committee of 
Safety at Cambridge, they to give their receipt for the 
same to the person from whom they receive them ; that 
the same be delivered out to such officers as shall produce 
orders therefor from the Hon. General Ward," &c. 

And whereas, the Honourable General Ward, in con- 
sequence of that part of the above quotation which is 

.scored, has this day issued General Orders, in which are 
the words : " And the Committee of Safety are hereby 
ordered to deliver out arms to such commanding officers 
as make application to them for the same :" 
• And whereas, this Committee apprehend that said Re- 
solve does not empower the General to order them to 
deliver said aims, but only to order his officers to receive 
from this Committee such arms as they are ordered by the 
honourable Congress to deliver to the General's orders to 
his officers. .:;: ^^:-. :; ;:i.-:. .:: 

And whereas, the Committee apprehend, that it is of 
vast importance that no orders are issued by the military, 
or obeyed by the civil powers, but only such as are direct- 
ed by the honourable representative body of the people, 

from whom all military and civil power originates : And 
though this Committee are satisfied that General Wardhzs 
misunderstood said Resolve, and dees not mean or intend 
to set up the military power above the civil; yet, lest this 
order of the General's shoufd.be adduced as a precedent 
in future, we think it our indispensable duty to protest 
against the General's said order; notwithstanding which 

protest, we also think it our indispensable duty to deliver 
said arms, agreeable to the spirit of said Resolve, and as 
the exigency of the publick requires, and submit our con- 
duct to the honourable Congress. ■--..-.. . 
Benjamin White, Chairman. 
To the Hon. Provincial Congress at Watertoivn. 



JOHN O'BRIEN TO THE MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Machias, June 28, 1775. 

The Petition o/John O'Brien, for and in behalf of the 
Inhabitants of Machias, humbly sheweth : 
That the inhabitants of said Machias are a thousand 
souls, who have not provision, or any method to procure it, 
from the situation of the times ; that the provision already 
made for their support by this Congress fills them with 
gratitude, but is so small that it will not support them for 
any length of time. The petitioner therefore prays that 
said inhabitants may be supplied with some more provision, 
in the same or like method as upoii "their former petition, 
or they will be obliged to remove from"Ti]~elr "habitations. 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

John O'Brien. 
To the Hon. Provincial Congress at Watertown. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL 
FOLS0M. '7~ " 

In Committee of Safety, fester, June 28, 1775.. 

Sm: Doctor Ezra Green is appointed Surgeon of 
Read's Regiment, if he will accept. We are informed he 
is now with the Army. You will please to let him know 
he is appointed. The cannon are getting ready with all 
possible despatch. What you mention of the Artillery 
company, is under consideration of Congress. 

We have not time to add, as the beare r i s waiti ng, and 
in a great hurry, but shall write you fully by the Paymas- 
ter, who will be with you this week. Please to see that 
the enclosed is carefully delivered. We are, &tc. 

To General Folsom, Medford, 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE HAGUE, DATED JUNE 

29, 1775. 
In a full assembly of the States Genera! the 20th ultimo, 
it Was resolved, that orders be issued from the_jLdmjralty 
Board of their High Mightinesses the S tates General, to 
the Sieur Van Stort, Vice-Admrral of the Dutch squadron 
in the West-Indies, instructing 'him togive orders to all per- 
sons under him, to their utmost power to' seize and destroy 
all ammunition, stores, and provisions, which may be found 
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in any ship or ships bound from any of the Dutch settlements 
in that quarter, or on board Dutch ships from any quarter, 
which are bound to any port in the English American 
Colonies, except such as are consigned either to the Gov- 
ernors of New-England, Philadelphia, New-York, Hali- 
fax, or Virginia; and that such captures shall be consi- 
dered as lawful prizes, and be shared among the officers and 
crews of those vessels concerned in taking them, the same 
as those who are enemies to the States, but that the crews 
(the captain, his chief mate, and supercargo, if any, ex- 
cepted) be landed on the nearest Dominion of Great Bri- 
tain, where such capture is made. Resolved, also, that 
Sieur Van Stort make this known in every Dutch port or 
harbour where he may touch. 

" Ordered, th<it these resolutions be made known to Bis 
Excellency Mr. York, the British Minister to the States; 
and also a copy of the same be sent to the Dutch Resident 
at London." . 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER ER0M CHARLESTOWN, SOUTH- 
CAROLINA, TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED 
JUNE 29, 1775. 

Our place has rather the appearance of a garrison town 
than a mart for trade; one company keeps guard all day, 
and two every night. In our situation we cannot be too 
watchful, and we may require much strength, for our 
negroes have all high notions of their liberty; and we lately 
learned by intercepted letters, and otherwise, that there 
have been endeavours to set the Indians on us. Mr. 
Stewart, the Superintendent of Indian affairs, is accused of 
being the person who has forwarded this wicked design, and 
he has fled for safety. 

The Tories in Georgia are now no more ; the Province 
is almost universally on the right side, and are about to 
choose Delegates to send to the Congress. 



FREE THOUGHTS ON THE PRESENT TIMES AND MEASURES; 
ADDRESSED TO THE PEOPLE OF VIRGINIA. 

My Countrymen : In popular, mixed, and free Constitu- 
tions, the fluctuation of power ought to be carefully mark- 
ed, and diligently attended to, lest the different branches 
arrogate to themselves rights and privileges not originally 
inherent in them. To resolve such Constitutions to their 
first principles, Is the best criterion to judge of their purity. 
If they will not stand this test, we may safely pronounce 
them defective; and then our next inquiry should be, 
where has the errour begun, or the violation originated ? 
When this point is gained, like a skilful physician, who 
reckons a competent knowledge of the distemper of his 
patient half way towards his cure, we ought to exert our- 
selves to combat the evil in its origin, and eradicate it out 
of the political body. If lenitives should fail we should 
have recourse to corrosives; for the political as well as the 
human state must sooner or later sustain a convulsion, if 
ihe latent or obvious infirmities in its frame are not timely 
removed. As prudence will ever guard against the one, 
so it will endeavour to discover and heal the other. It is a 
duty of the first importance, interwoven in the honest man's 
constitution, and founded in that love for his Country 
which, in the generous breast, supersedes all other consi- 
derations ; it is a task Virginias has prescribed himself, and 
which he will constantly execute, let what may be the con- 
sequence. 

In the present alarming situation of affairs between the 
American Colonies and Great Britain, if the publick at- 
tention were not wholly absorbed in the multiplicity of so 
many rtroTB" 'alarming objects, a late Proclamation* would 
scarcely fail of attracting notice ; but though it be of an 
inferiouT nature, and more capable perhaps of exciting our 
contempt than indignation, yet, ray fellpw-citizens, I think 
it ought not to be suffered to pass unstigmatized. The 
person who manifests an intention of doing you an injury in 
your persons o~f properties, is perhaps a degree less crimi- 
nal, thari the xeal aggressor, under the strict letter of the 
law, but not a jot so in foro conscienticp. Whoever, there- 
fore, would dare circumscribe your privileges, or abridge 
those rights which thejaws of God, of nature, and reason, 
and the liberties of the British Constitution have given 
* Published the 28th of March last, by our Governoar. 



you, however dignified his station or exalted his condition, 
ought to be dragged out to open and publick view, and 
held up to the indignation of an injured, incensed people. 
Soothed as we have been hitherto ly the Earl of Dunmore's 
vacant indifference, amidst the convulsions of this distress- 
ed Country, if we did not consider him as a friend, we 
never imagined him an enemy. But time, the great re- 
vealer of secrets, has at last convinced us that we were 
sadly mistaken. His letter to the Earl of Dartmouth, re- 
plete with the most injurious misrepresentations and the 
most notorious falsehoods ; his removal of the powder from 
the magazine of the Country, at a time that the minds of 
the people were alarmed with the justest apprehensions; 
his offers to our slaves, and the general turbulence thereby 
occasioned all over the Colony; his late Proclamation, 
charging you, my countrymen, with disaffection to the pre- 
sent forrn of Government, and a settled design of altering 
it ; but above all, his late heroick transaction in setting a 
trap in the magazine, with the express intention to murder 
our incautious fellow-citizens; all these circumstances put 
together, leave no doubt, my dear countrymen, I hope, in 
your breasts of the intentions and views of your Gov- 
ernour. 

..A countryman put a snake, pinched with cold and ex- 
piring with hunger, into his. bosom. The snake no sooner 
began to feel a genial warmth and a renovation of strength 
from the fostering hand of its protector, than it displayed 
the native malevolence of its constitution ; it bit the coun- 
tryman, and if the kind protector did not expire of the 
wound, it was rather owing to the soundness and vigoorof 
his constitution than to the leniency of the adder's tooth. 

In whatever light I behold the late conduct of John 
Earl of Dunmore, his disingermity extorts my utmost con- 
tempt. As the representative of the King, candour and 
truth, at least, we had some reason to expect from him. 
But, alas! how have we been disappointed. Witness the 
above mentioned letter to the Earl of Dartmouth. As 
freemen, I humbly think, also, we were entitled to every 
species of freedom that a man in Great Britain claims. 
The British subject claims it as his undoubted right to 
associate with his fellow-citizens in a peaceable manner, 
deliberate on his grievances, and he thinks it no very ex- 
traordinary piece of presumption to petition the King for a 
redress. This privilege is denied you by the Earl of Dun- 
more. Your grievances he styles pretended, and the mea- 
sures you have concerted to obtain a redress are termed 
unjustifiable; consequently, my countrymen, this pageant 
of State, this machine of Government, thinks it incumbent 
on him to inhibit you the exercise of a right that the King 
or Great Britain was never hardy enough to deny the 
British Nation. If I behold him gloriously engaged in 
clandestinely removing the powder from the magazine in 
the night, how is it possible to refuse him the tribute of 
my applause ? Aided by your worthy compeer, Collins, 
(no despicable auxiliary,) the fame of that night's transac- 
tion will certainly, if gratitude is notT)anished the world as 
well as virtue and honour, transmit your name, my Lord, 
with undiminished lustre to future ages. How will it sound 
in the annals of some future historian, that on such a night 
the Right Honourable his Excellency John Earl of Dun- 
more, Lieutenant-Governour and Commander-in-Chief of 
Virginia and Vice-Admiral of the same, had gone pri- 
vately in the night, and burglariously broke open the pub- 
lick magazine of the Country, and stole thereout about 
twenty barrels of gunpowder, lodged therein for the use 
and exigence of the Colony? And lesi any part of this 
memorable transaction be forgot, T hope the historian will 
not omit to mention that Captain Henry Collins, com- 
mander of one of the King's armed vessels (the terrour of 
oyster boats and fishing canoes) in the Bay of Chesapeake, 
had aided and assisted, and valiantly co-operated with your 
Lordship in that arduous and important exploit; that when 
remonstrated with on what the Virgmimxs thought an im- 
prudent, improper, absurd, disingenuous '%lejf, you honour- 
ably pledged your word that you would return the powder, 
and remove every cause of discontent, and that then, al- 
most in a breath, you basely violated your word ; that you 
made use of such low, unmanly evasions and subterfuges, 
to deceive the people of Virginia, as no one, unless totally 
dead to every sense of shame and every manly exertion, 
would have recourse to; that you have~ added the corrup- 
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tions of the worst of hearts to the blunders of the worst of 
heads ; that having once gone wrong, you think it your 
duty to persist in the road of errour; that as you have done 
so,* recrimination you think is your best asylum ; and that 
to avoid the importunity of a free expostulation, (too severe 
a trial to the self-condemned,) your last retreat is the 
Fowey. Tracing you, my Lord, through all the mazes 
of your iniquity, I will drop the ridicule, and seriously ask 
you if you can wonder that the people of this Colony have 
withdrawn their confidence^ from you? Can any confidence 
be reposed in a murderer ? I know not how your Lordship 
could reconcile to your feelings the idea of the secret assas- 
sin, the dark murderer. But 1 believe there are very few 
who do not rairk_you in that class. I care not whether the 
incautious but brave young fellows who have fallen victims 
to your dark plans, have expired of their wounds or not; 
it is the intention of „the agent that should regulate our 
judgment of any action, and here you should stand self- 
convicted. Will you, then, confess that evil counsellors 
and pernicious advisers betrayed you into that diabolical 
project? Or that it was the machination of your own cor- 
rupt heart ? Deviate, I conjure you, for once, into candour, 
and make atonement for the many injuries you have done 
this distressed Country; drive from your presence the rep- 
tiles that have involved you in your present difficulties and 
embarrassment with a brave and free people, who, I believe, 
. once esteemed you, and would doubtless continue to do so, 
had yoji continued to merit their approbation; candidly 
acknowledge your faults, and you may yet mitigate the re- 
sentment of the _Virgvnians, but you can never recover 
their esteem. 

To what fatality, my Lord, can it be imputed that you, 
who have been hitherto considered as an inoffensive, easy, 
good natured man, should suddenly become black as the 
Ethiop, and prostitute abilities never, indeed, designed to 
shine in the superiour spheres of life, but which, in the calm 
retreats of social converse, if properly managed, might 
exempt you from censure? Is the paltry emolument of the 
government of Virginia so intrinsically considerable that 
you must sacrifice your honour, your virtue, your reputa- 
tion, (if you ever had any,) to the preservation of it? Does 
it necessarily follow as an indispensable conclusion, be.cause 
you have accepted an office from our most pious and gra- 
cious Sovereign, that you must, chameleon-like, alter your 
colour, your complexion, your sentiments, and, in short, 
that you must become the very reverse of what you were 
at the time of your investilure? Are not the strongest 
marks of an overbearing influence discernible in your whole 
conduct? Or must we impute the complexion of your po- 
litical manoeuvres to a parity of sentiments in your royal 
master? These are questions, my Lord, that the late 
tenour of your conduct would require a solution of. It 
rests with you to determine whether it needs any justifica- 
tion, I shall urge you no further at present, but leave you 
to brood in solitude, disappointed and baffled, as I wish you 
and all the, enemies ..of America ever may be, over half- 
formed schemes of imaginary promotion, despicable as a 
Bernard or a HutcMnson, and with Woolsey's last consola- 
tion : "Had I as industriously served my God as I have 
my King, he would not now have forsaken me !" 

Wonderful and unaccountable are, my dear fellow-citi- 
zens, the works and dispensation of Providence ! By a 
strange but nob!e_species of alehymy, we perceive the great- 
est possible good resulting from the greatest evil. The 
Boston Port Bill, intended by a most abandoned Ministry 
to intimidate and divide, has joined together in an indisso- 
luble union the.whole^American Continent from the Bay 
of Fundy to the. Gulf of Florida. The famine bills to the 
Northward were designed for the same purpose, as well as 
the restraining bills, to operate in these Southern Colonies ; 
but instead of answering the ends of their devisers, I trust 
they will cover their guilty heads with ruin and confusion. 
Tyrants I from my soul abhor, and whether individuals or 
aggregate bodies, they are equally the objects of my detes- 
tation. Oh ! if there is a God, and that there is all nature 
cries aloud throughout her works, he must delight in virtue, 
and that which. he_delights in must be happy. Your ex- 
ertions for liberty, my countrymen, must be pleasing to the 
great Creator oflheJJniverse. Your cause, O Virginians, 

* See the Governotir's" reasons for leaving Williamsburgh, to reside 
on board the Fowey. ,- 



is the cause of virtue, of justice, and of truth. Never, then, 
relinquish it but with your latest breath, and let it be the 
last glorious boast of your lives that you have transmitted 
the precious inheritance inviolate to your sons. 

VlRGINIUS. 
Chester County, Pennsylvania, June 29, 1775. 

At a meeting of several officers of several companies of 
the Militia in the Co\inty of Chester, it was unanimously 
agreed, for the better regulation of the military order of 
said County, to have a general meeting of all the officers of 
the several companies, to be held at the house of Richard 
Cheney, Inn-keeper, in the Township of East Cain, on the 
21st of July, at ten o'clock, A M., which will be the day 
immediately after the Continental Fast, then and there to 
divide this County into the most proper and convenient dis- 
tricts, in order to form our several Battalions and choose 
pur Field-Officers. The gentlemen officers are therefore 
hereby earnestly requested to attend for the abovesaid 
purposes. 

PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. 

Committee Chamber, June 29, 1775. 

W 7 hereas several persons, through a misapprehension of 
the Resolves which have been entered into by the Provin- 
cial Convention, relative to the killing of Sheep, have pur- 
chased Ram Lamb in the market of this City, contrary to 
the intent and meaning of said Resolve; the Committee, 
in order to prevent such mistakes in future, request the 
publick will take notice that, agreeable to the purport of 
the Resolve aforesaid, no Sheep of what denomination 
soever may be killed or purchased under four years orage ; 
and that the names of all persons who shall, after this, be 
discovered to act in opposition to said Resolve, will be 
published forthwith to the world. 

Ordered, That notice be given in the publick papers to 
all masters of vessels which may arrive in this port, that 
the Committee of Inspection will meet every day at twelve 
o'clock, at the Coffee-House, to receive a report of their 
respective cargoes. And It is expected that no Captain 
will fail to attend the Committee the first_ noon after his 
arrival ; and that owners of vessels and consignees will di- 
rect their Captains accordingly. 

Ordered, That the following Report of the District 
Committee, No, 2, concerning the Ship Christopher, 
Captain Edwards, from Gibraltar, be made publick, viz : 
" We, the District Committee, No. 2, appointed to at- 
tend the discharging a cargo of Salt from on board the Ship 
Christopher, do report to the General Committee, that we 
have attended said duty with care, and that we are fully 
satisfied that no British Goods were imported in said ship, 
nor the Association of the Congress in any wise, violated." 
Extract from the Minutes : 

J. B. Smith, Secretary. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read in Congress, July 3, 1775.] 
In Provincial Congress, New-lTork, Juno 29, 1775^ 

Gentlemen: In compliance with the Resolve of Con- 
gress of the 10th of June, instant, we have wrote to the 
proprietors of the Powder Mills in this Colony, requesting 
them immediately to put their Mills in a condition to manu- 
facture Powder for the use of the Continent. 

Upon inquiry we find that there can' be "purchased in 
this City sixteen or twenty tons of Sulphur, which we con- 
ceive w-i II be more than sufficient for the Saltpetre that 
may be collected in the different Colonies. 

If the Congress should be of this opinion, it will" be ne- 
cessary to give directions to the otEerCqlonies not to send 
to this City any Sulphur, but to direct their attention to 
the article of Saltpetre only ; of this article there are but 
two hundred and fifty pounds _tQ.._bs_ purchased here at 
present. r _ _■___'_': _\j ■:!_._ ~_~ _::_'_ 

We submit this matter tojhe consideration of the Con- 
gress, and are, gentlemen, your very humble servants. 

By order of the Congress : 

P. V. B. LfpjsGSTON, President. 
To the Honourable the Continental Congress. 
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GENERAL SCHUYLER TO CONGRESS. 
. [Read in Congress July 1, 1775.] 

New- York, June 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I did myself the honour to write you 
yesterday, since which I have received some intelligence 
which I think it, my duty to lay before you. 

A gentleman, a member of the Provincial Congress 
here, is this afternoon arrived from Albany. He advises 
that a few of the Oneida Indians are lately arrived at that 
place, in a disposition very friendly to our cause ; that they 
have" declared a desire that the Indians should be called 
together at Albany, or in its neighbourhood ; that great 
attention was paid them by the Albany Committee. As 
so good an opportunity to conciliate their affections will, I 
trust, be readily embraced by your Honours, I have ven- 
tured to advise the Albany Committee to dismiss them 
with presents, and assurances that they will speedily be 
requested to meet persons appointed for the purpose of 
holding a conference with them, either at Albany or any 
other convenient place. 

The troops on board the transports at Sandy-Hook, 
from the best intelligence I am able to procure, are des- 
tined for Boston; they have been detained to take in 
water, and I am well assured that they are to sail to- 
morrow. 

Permit me, honoured Sirs, to request that I may be 
favoured with a copy of the arrangement of the General 
and Staff-Officers in your Army, of the pay allowed them, 
and every other officer and soldier, and receive your orders 
what allowance of provisions each man is to have per day, 
that all troops under my command may be equally provided 
for, to prevent uneasiness. Enclose a copy of my letter 
to Colonel Hinman, commanding at Ticonderoga. 

I am, honoured Sirs, respectfully, your most obedient 
and most humble servant, Ph. Schuyler. 

To the Honourable the Continental Congress. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO COLONEL HINMAN, 

Ncw.York, June 28, 1775. 

Sra: The honourable Continental Congress having been 
pleased to appoint me to a Major-General's command in 
the American Army, and being directed to take charge of 
that part of it which is or may be employed in the Prov- 
Fnce of New-York, I dannyself the pleasure to advise you 
thereof. 

You will please with all expedition to make me a return 
of the troops under your command and their condition, 
specifying from which Colony they are, what number of 
them are at Crown Point, what at Ticonderoga, the land- 
ing on Lake George, and the south end of said lake, or at 
any other post you may have occupied. And that the 
service may not suffer for want of any thing necessary 
with you, I beg of you to make me a very minute return 
of the provision, cannon, ammunition, artillery stores, in- 
trenching and pioneer tools, at every of the above men- 
tioned places ; as also of the number of vessels on Lake 
George, what kind they are, and their burden ; the same 
of those on Lake Cham/plain. 

As it is of the highest importance that good intelligence 
of General Carleton's motions should be had, let me en- 
treat you to spare no pains to procure the best accounts of 
what he is about ; of the disposition of the Canadians and 
Savages towards us ; what posts are occupied against us ; 
if fortified, and how; the number of men with which they 
are garrisoned, whether of Canadians or Regular Troops; 
and from time tojjme transmit me any intelligence you 
may procure. Take every opportunity of giving the Ca- 
nadians and Indians the strongest assurances of our friend- 
ly sentiments towards them ; and if they should unfortu- 
nately have entertained any that are unfavourable from 
Mr. Allen's excursion into their country, try and eradicate 
them by assurances that what he did was without any 
orders ; and although I am convinced he meant to serve the 
cause of America by what he did, yet it may be well, if the 
Canadians have taken umbrage at it, to inform them that 
his conduct in that instance was disapproved of. 

In military contests it behooves every commander to be 
extremely diligent, careful, and circumspect to watch every 
movement of his opponents; this I have confidence you 
will not by any means neglect any more than that of put- 



ting yourself in the best posture of defence. And as it is 
necessary to prepare against possible accidents, 1 would 
have you take measures to secure a retreat to the south 
end of Lake George or South-Bay, if at any time you 
should be unhappily forced to so disagreeable a step. 
1 am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Ph. Schuyler. 
To Colonel Hinman, commanding at Ticonderoga. 

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, June 29, 1775. 

Sir : As I propose that the troops from Connecticut 
should encamp this morning, permit me to beg of you to 
give orders that tents to the number of two hundred and 
fifty, with the poles, be sent down as soon as possible to 
the grounds the troops are to occupy. They will also be 
in immediate want of fuel for dressing their victuals, and 
for straw to lie on. . . .. . 

Pray be so good as to let me_ know at what hour you 
think the tents can be at the place destined for the en- 
campment. . 1 am, Sir, respectfully your most obedient 
humble servant, Ph. Schuyler. 

To Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., President, he. 



CHARLOTTE COUNTY (nEW-YORk) COMMITTEE. ■**' 

At a meeting held at Fort, Edward, June 29, 1775, to 
choose three Delegates to represent the County of Char- 
lotte at the Provincial Congress convened at the City of 
New-York, with Doctor John Williams and William 
Marsh, Esq., before chosen by a number of the inhabi- 
tants of said County : 

Be it known, that Doctor George Smyth, David Wat- 
kins, and Archibald Campbell, Esquires, are duly elected, 
and it is the sense of the inhabitants of the County afore- 
said that the above named John Williams, William Marsh, 
George Smyth, David Watkins, and Archibald Campbell, 
they, or either of them, shall represent the said County 
in the Provincial Congress at New-York. 

Signed by order of the County Committee : 

Archibald Campbell, Chairman. 



JACOB BAYLEY TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Newbury, June 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Lately we received a desire from you lo 
send a member or two to the Provincial Congress at New- 
York. We met and chose one, Sir, myself; but considering 
our distance and the danger we might be in of a visit from 
Canada, thought best that I do not yet attend until we 
were prepared to meet with an enemy at home. I am 
taking what pains T can to be prepared with arms and am- 
munition, but as yet to but little purpose; am still appre- 
hensive of danger from Canada, and cannot be absent, I 
have had intelligence from an Indian to be depended on, 
who informs me that they shall be forced to take up arms, 
if we do not help them by sending an army to Canada, 
and say they are both threatened and flattered ; says that 
the French and Indians will join us, and make no doubt 
but Qucbeck will be taken, (which is their desire,) but if 
it is neglected much longer it may be fatal to them and us. 
I have employed him to bring intelligence from Canada, 
and must meet him myself, and shall transmit to you. I 
should think that if orders were, sent to, me, I could raise 
two or three hundred men from the neighbouring Govern- 
ments, which must be necessary either for our defence or 
to proceed to Canada. . 

If it is thought best to raise men, arms (at least two 
hundred) and powder and flints must be sent. Mr. Har- 
vy will inform more, and take care of whatever is sent. 
Mean time I am endeavouring to supply ourselves from 
seaports eastward. 

We acknowledge with gratitude the notice taken of us 
by you; shall acquiesce in the measures which shall be 
taken by you; shall attend as soon as we are in a posture 
of defence. 

Wish prosperity to the cause of liberty and truth. Am, 
gentlemen, your most humble servant, 

■ ■ ■ - ■ Jacob Baye.ey. 
To the Provincial Congress for New-York Colony. 
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New-York, June 29, 1775. 

IVJr- Holt: You are requested to publish the enclosed 
Association, adopted and signed by a number of the inha- 
bitants of a Town in_a_neighbouring Colony, for the infor- 
mation of the people of this City and Province. 

Newtown, Fairfield County, ) 

Colony of Connecticut, April 12, 1775. £ 

Whereas, a considerable number of the inhabitants of 
this Town have, in a publick meeting, passed certain Re- 
solves in opposition to the Resolves of the Continental 
Congress, (which' have since been published in Mr. Riv- 
ington's Paper,) we have thought it expedient in some 
suitable way to make known our minds also respecting 
those matters ; and therefore having subscribed the follow- 
ing Resolves, desire they may be printed, with the several 
names affixed : ~_" 

We, the subscribers, do sincerely profess ourselves to 
be liege subjects of King George the Third. But from 
the best acquaintance with publick affairs that we have 
been able to attain, cannot but be deeply apprehensive 
that several Acts passed by the late British Parliament 
relative to Nor^rAmenca are of a very unconstitutional 
and oppressive nature_in their tendency, directly subversive 
of those precious rights and privileges to which the Colo- 
nies have an indubitable claim, which Acts, therefore, are 
of a very alarming nature ; and not being able to conceive 
but that the measures; come Into, and recommended by the 
late Continental Congress at Philadelphia, are very con- 
sistent with our sworn loyalty to our King, and in the main 
wisely calculated to obtain redress of said publick griev- 
ances: we do, therefore, hereby signify our willingness and 
purpose to be compliant in' our several stations With the 
Resolves of said Congress. 



Newtown, Fairfield County, 



Richard Fairman, 
John Botsford, 
Abraham Bennett, 
David Judson, — - 
John Chandler, 
Amos Botsford, ~ "__" 
Caleb Baldwin, Jun., 
Gideon Botsford, 
Joseph Smith, Jun., 
Ephraim Sherman, 
Amos Northrup, 
Ichubod Fairman, 
Abm. Bennett, Jun., 
David Curtiss, 
Jabez Botsford, 
Silas Hubbel, 
Abel Baldwin, 
Elijah Botsford, 
Henry Fairman, 
Gid, Botsford, Jun., 
Abraham Botsford, 
Jonathan Northrup, 
Aaron Gregory, . " 
Clement Botsford, 



Richard Smith, 
Ebenezer Smith, 
Matthew Curtiss, Jr., 
Benjamin Dunning, 
Eli Dunning, 
_AbTjah Dunning, 
PhUb Dunning, 
Henry Peck, 
Jarcd Dunning, 
Samuel Browu, 
Gideon Dunning, 
James Sanford, 
Job Bunnel, 
David Jackson, 
Gershom Jackson, 
Ephraim Jackson, 
Silas Dunning, 
David Jackson, Jun., 
Rich. Fairman, Jun., 
Joshua Northrup, 
Enos Northrup, 
Daniel Jackson, 
Thomas Brooks, 



February 13, 1775. 

Joshua Hatch, 
Joseph Wheoler, 
Nathaniel Little, 
Nathaniel Brisco, 
Joel Basset, 
Amos Smith, 
Nathan Burritt, 
Joseph Smith, 
Thomas Bennett, 
Eleazer Burritt, 
Asa Cogswell, 
James Fairchild, 
Henry Wood, 
George Terril, 
Fitch Kimbcrly, 
John Bassot, 
William Wright, 
Josiah Beardslee, 
Nathaniel Cada, 
Joseph Gunn, 
Matthew Baldwin, 
Silas Fairchild, 
Amos Burritt. 



HARTFORD, 



DATED FORT GEORGE, NEAR TICONDEllOGA, JUNE 29, 

1775. '" ;" ' ; : ; , 

The reports from the northward are various; it is thought, 
from the best accounts, that the Canadians will be very 
reluctant to enter into the service against the Colonies, and 
it is pretty certain that General Carleton has banged two 
or three of them. for refusing, and speaking to discourage 
others; so that ills on the whole believed, that through 
all the stratagems of tyranny, Carleton will dragoon a num- 
ber of the CanaduMt 3pd Indians into the service, and it 
is generally believed he is making preparations to come 
against us ; but some think otherwise, and that he is only 
fortifying at St. John's, to prevent any incursions from us. 
Doubtless a short time, will discover which of these is the 
truth. We have certain intelligence that Guy Johnson is 
making all the interest possible to raise the Indians about 
the Lakes and Oswcgatchie against us. 



---- Williamsburgh, June 30, 1775. 

Last Friday there was a very full meeting of the in- 
habitants of this City at the Court-House, convened there 
by desire of our Representative, the Honourable Peyton 
Randolph, Esquire, to consider of the expediency of sta- 
tioning a number of men here for the publick safety, as 
well as to assist the citizens in their nightly watches, to 



guard against any surprise from our enemies ; when it was 
unanimously agreed (until the General Convention meets, 
who no doubt will provide against every contingency) to 
invite down, from a number of Counties, lo the amount of 
two hundred and fifty men, who are expected in a very 
few days. Meanwhile, until they arrive, the neighbouring 
Counties are kind enough to lend us their assistance, the 
James City volunteers having furnished us with a guard 
on Wednesday ; a party of the New-Kent volunteers did 
duty last night, and this day we expect another detach- 
ment from that County, as well as a number of the York 
volunteers. 

Early yesterday morning sailed from Yorktown His Ma- 
jesty's Ship Fowey, and the Magdalen Schooner ; which 
last, we are informed, proceeded to England Immediately, 
with Lady Dunmorc and the rest of the G overnour 's fami- 
ly, attended by his Lordship's ChapTaTn, the Reverend 
Mr. Gwatkin. _... ; _ _^_ t ^ ^ \___ r _ := =r _ 

CUMBERLAND COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

To the Inhabitants of Cumberland County, Virginia : 
The Address of the Committee of the said County, 
convened on Friday, the 30th of June, 1775. 

Dear Countrymen : In contemplation of securing your 
dearest rights and liberties against the oppression of Great 
Britain, you some months ago elected us, (subordinate to 
those august bodies the ContinentaLCongress and Provin- 
cial Convention,) by your free and unbiased suffrages, 
guardians of these invaluable blessings. At a short period 
after receiving "this honour, we convenerTourselves for the 
purpose of discharging the important trusts so reposed in 
us, and have, from time to time, devised such means for a 
happy event of your weighty contest as the maturest de- 
liberation could suggest. In return, you have ever paid 
us the grateful tribute of entire confidence, testified by the 
most implicit acquiescence and concurrence in whatever 
we recommended. We with pleasure bear in mind a very 
recent instance of your confidence, that of theTate speedy 
and cheerful contribution of moneys requested of you for 
the purpose of making military preparations ; which, you 
may depend, no means shall be untried for. laying out for 
the best advantage. We find, however, that you can slill 
contribute much to this preparation, by applying diligently 
to making Saltpetre; this isTm article much wanted, as an 
ingredient for making Gunpowder. Tour tobacco-houses 
and stable floors are foundations fremwhkhjsaltpetre may 
be produced, with but littlework, In great aTnindance and 
perfection. We entreat you, therefore, to apply for the 
most short and ready process, and Tose no time In making 
this necessary, but easily-procured, article. 

We have been attentive to the movements of I lie cursed 
instruments of your troubles; and, had any prospects of an 
accommodation with the Parent State come within pur view, 
we should gladly have laid them before.you ; but we must 
now expressly tell you, that it is to be feared no such 
event can be expected at all. Your enemies seem iroplac- 
able in their determination to ruin American liberty, and, 
with that view, suffer no engine to lie still which can he put 
in motion by any manoeuvre, however mean, cowardly, and 
detestable. For instances, we need only refer you to the 
late conduct of that mercenary ministerial tool, Lord Dun- 
more, within your own Colony; and be ass ured , that many 
such hirelings are employed, and will be as long as means 
can be supplied for paying them. In short, wejmist tell 
you, that nothing can be expected for your relief from the 
virtue of a British Ministry or Parliament ; though, true 
it is, there are some members, in both Houses of the latter, 
who, ashamed of the black deeds of their body, daily, to 
their lasting honour, hold out .their names as d issen tients ; 
yet, unhappily for Britain, and America too, they are but 
few. You may, indeed, at this time, consider yourselves 
in a state of civil war with Great Brita in ; for several 
engagements have been had between her troops and the 
brave inhabitants of your sister Colony of IHassachusctts- 
Bay. We have long since considered all the American 
Colonies as united, in opposing the oppressive measures of 
Great Britain; a blow, therefore, struck at one, is a blow 
struck at all. Since matters have gone to such lengths 
there, you must daily look for the inv aders in you r own, 
country, which is equally destined to destruction; or 
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should the whole force of your enemies be bent on that, 
or any other Colony, you must not think a march thither 
too far. Believe us, when we tell you, that in your arms, 
under Divine assistance, rests your security. We entreat, 
you, therefore, by that regard you have for the safety of 
your persons; for your liberties, civil and religious; for 
every thing which can render your being on earth happy ; 
by what is of more weighty consideration, that tender re- 
gard you have for the happiness of your posterity, for end- 
less ages to come ; under sanction of that confidence you 
repose in us: that you, without delay, apply to your arms 
as speedily as possible ; put them in the best condition ; 
make yourselves acquainted with military discipline, and 
stand in readiness for actual service, upon the shortest 
warning ; put down every animosity from amongst your- 
selves; pay obedience to officers properly appointed; let 
no discontents, on account of their advancement, prevent 
your attention to them, for now your movements must har- 
monize. The time is arrived at which no private considera- 
tionshould interfere with the safety of the State ; observe 
the old maxim, "United we stand, divided we fall." 

We entreat you, with like earnestness, to preserve what 
ammunition you have by you ; do not expend it on any 
occasion whatever, except under the greatest necessity, for 
y*ou may depend that more will be wanted for your defence 
than can shortly be procured. Pay attention to these our 
entreaties, and fear not. 

Your American brethren are firm ; you have many friends 
in Great Britain and Ireland; and, in the justness cf your 
cause, you may, with confidence, look up to Heaven for as- 
sistance ; in supplication of whose interposition to avert the 
approaching scene of blood and destruction, we recommend 
that you, universally, in compliance with the appointment 
of the Grand Continental Congress, devote Thursday, the 
twentieth day of July, to humiliation, fasting, and prayer. 
George Carrington, Chairman. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM ONE OF THE VIRGINIA DELE- 
GATES TO HIS FRIEND IN WILLIAMSEURGH, DATED PHI- 
LADELPHIA, JUNE 30, 1775. 

You will see that our enemies had little to boast of /or 
being able to force our Troops from Bunker's Hill. It is 
no wonder they did so, with superiour numbers, ships-of- 
war, floating batteries, and field artillery. Their loss has 
certainly been very great, and now they dare not go from 
under protection of their ships' cannon. Our Army now 
before Boston amounts to about fifteen thousand effective 
men, commanded by Generals Washington, Ward, Lee, 
Putnam, Gates of Berkely, with several Brigadiers. In 
New-York, we have now about four thousand; and they 
are to be increased to five thousand, under the immediate 
command of General Schuyler. The Canadians abso- 
lutely refuse to join Carlcton, and the Indians assure us 
they will observe a strict neutrality. Thus, we seem to 
be well secured in the north against ministerial madness. 
A faithful observance of the Association with us will surely 
rouse the sleeping lion ere long, and bring exemplary pun- 
ishment on the most abandoned Ministry that ever abused 
mankind, and disgraced human nature. Sir William Mere- 
dith has cheated the Liverpool men, and they are sending 
out goods as usual ; but all their ships, yet arrived, have 
been sent back. It will be necessary, however, to keep a 
good look put to prevent their slipping in through other 
doors less attentively watched than this place, and Charles- 
town, in South- Carolina. 

We are here confined to a constant and painful attend- 
ance on business, from nine in the morning to four and 
five, and sometimes six o'clock in the afternoon ; and, what 
is more, have not the most distant prospect of rising yet. 

We have sent to Virginia and Maryland for two com- 
panies of riflemen from each Province, and six from this, to 
join the Army before Boston. Two millions of dollars are 
ordered to be struck upon the faith of the twelve United 
Colonies, for the payment of the Continental Army. 



ed by any difficulties in completing your levies. It would 
be extremely imprudent to suggest the least bint of your 
objections to the Congress. Be assured that the Northern 
and some other Colonies are ready to raise men on al- 
most any terms, and would be happy of an opportunity 
of furnishing Troops without any allowance for bounty or 
clothes. 

Permit us earnestly to recommend to you to proceed in 
this business with alacrity and despatch. The honour as 
well as the interest of the Province is much concerned in 
the success of this measure. Your neighbours of Connec- 
ticut boast of their having raised their men in ten days' 
time ; endeavour not to be behind hand with them. 

We have the pleasure to acquaint you that a Conti- 
nental "currency is forming, and when completed, you will 
be immediately supplied with a sum adequate to your 
exigences. 

If forces cannot be raised without bounties, we beg leave 
to submit it to your consideration, whether it would not be 
better to do it at the expense of the Province, or by ad- 
vancing it on the credit of their pay, than lose this oppor- 
tunity of signalizing your attachment to the cause, and 
provide for a great number of your poor. 

From the intelligence we have received of the state of 
ammunition in your City and Province, we are apprehen- 
sive that you are so destitute of powder as to be exposed 
to very imminent danger in cSse of an attack, against which 
we think it extremely necessary that provision be speedily 
made. ". -■■■■-- -■-_- 

We fear there are too many in New-York who flatter 
themselves with safety and security from the removal of 
the Troops. For our parts we consider it as a mere tem- 
porary suspension of danger, and that this opportunity of 
putting the Country in. a posture of defence, is very fortu- 
nate, and by all means to be improved. 

We are, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your most 
obedient and humble servants, 

Philip Livingston, William Floyd, 

John Alsop, , Robt. Livingston, Jun. 

John Jay, 

To Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq. 

P. S. Siuce writing the above, the Congress have re- 
quested the Committee of Philadelphia immediately to 
send forward fifty quarter-casks of powder ; it set out this 
day consigned to the Committee/at Elizabethtown, who will 
send it to Doha's Ferry. You are requested to provide for 
its being immediately taken from thence and carried to 
Albany, for the use of the Troops" at Ticonderoga and 
Crown Point, &c. 



NEW-YORK, DELEGATES TO PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, June 30, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We have received your letter of the 23d 

instant, and are sorry to be informed of your being retard- 

Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. " 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read July 1, 1775.] 

Now- York, June 30, 1775. 

Sir : I do myself the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 28th instant, which I received late last 
■night,' enclosing the Resolutions of Congress of the pre- 
ceding day, and copy of a letter from the Committee of 
Albany, bearing date 20th June, 1775. 

In obedience to the Resolutions, of Congress, I shall 
without delay repair to Ticonderoga. It will, however, be 
necessary, previous to my departure from hence, that I 
should take order to have the variety of artic les, necessary 
to carry into execution the views of the Congress, sent after 
me with all expedition : this will probably detamme until 
Monday. 

The success of the intended operatioji will evidently 
depend so much on despatch, that, I am sorry I do not think 
myself at liberty to move the Troop's now here to Albany 
without the immediate consent of Congress. At this place 
I do not apprehend they can be wanted. At Albany they 
would greatly facilitate and expedite the service, a$ well as 
save expense by their assistance in the transportation of 
stores and provisions, and by tiieir aid "in buijdjng boats, 
carriages, &c, &c; and as they must ultimately go on this 
service, the forces' at Ticonderoga being vastly inadequate 
to the enterprise, I wish for the sense of the Congress with 
all possible despatch, and therefore I send this by express. 
On a service of this kind, in which success, will Be attended 
with such a variety of important and salutary consequen- 
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ces, I beg leave to suggest that every measure ought to be 
pursued that has a probable tendency to it; and therefore 
I hint that on a service in which we shall in all probability 
be encountered by Indians, a body of riflemen would be of 
vast utility. Perhaps I might be favoured with part at least 
of those now levying in Pennsylvania. 

I shall immediately despatch a trusty person, Mr. Walter 
Livingston, to Governour Trumbull, for the two important 
articles of money and ammunition, neither of which can, at 
any rate, be procured here. The former is so much wanted 
here, that 1 am under apprehensions that the service in 
general may suffer, unless the Provincial Congress of this 
place can have a supply speedily. 

The appointments I recommended in mine of the 28th 
are now become so pressingly necessary that 1 beg leave 
again to recommend them to the attention of Congress. 

I am, Sir, with the greatest respect, yours and the Con- 
gress's most obedient and most humble servant, 

Pnii,ip 'Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President, Sac. 



f5F.NT.S4r, SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

, : New-York, June 30, 1775. 

Sir:. I do myself the honour to acquaint your respect- 
able body, that late last evening [ received some despatches 
containing matters of the first importance. They were 
accompanied by an order, the carrying of which into exe- 
cution will require the aid of your body. 1 therefore wish 
to meet with a .small.. Committee at any time and place, and 
the soonest possible, before whom I will lay such part of 
my orders as will become the subject of your considera- 
tion. 

I am, Sir, with sentiments of respect and esteem, yours 
and the gentlemen of the Congress's most obedient and 
humble servant, Philip Schuyler. 

Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the New- 
Yorjc Provincial Congress. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Now- York, June 30, 1775. 

Sir : I enclose your Honour a copy of a Resolution of 
the honourable the Continental Congress. 1 should have 
been happy if either of the important articles mentioned 
in it could, ba.ye been procured here. The Provincial Con- 
gress of this Colony have already pledged their faith and 
fortunes for a very considerable debt, accrued on the pub- 
lick account. They will, however, with that distinguished 
zeal for the common cause, which has already done them- 
so much honour, do every thing in their power to carry 
into execution the important views of the Continental 
Congress, and furnish me with such articles as they shall 
be able to procure here. I am, however, left under the 
necessity of calling on your Honour for the aid of fifteen or 
twenty thousand Pounds of your money, (the latter sum if 
possible,) which I wish to have at Albany as soon as con- 
veniently it Dray, and have therefore sent Walter Living- 
ston, Esq., a member of the Provincial Congress here. 
Tnto this gentleman's hands your Honour will please to put 
the money, taking his receipt for the same ; and permit me 
to entreat you, Sir, to give him an escort of some gentle- 
men, lo his father's (Col. Livingston) on Hudson's River. 
Ammunition, that indispensably necessary article, cannot 
be had here gYen.hitlie smallest quantity; hence my de- 
mand on your Honour must necessarily be considerable, 
I wish I could possibly do with less than six tons of pow- 
der. If any more can be spared you will doubtless send 
it. This article I wish to have forwarded by land to any 
part of Hudson's River. I shall immediately despatch a 
trusty officer to Connecticut, to take charge of it. 

I shall be extremely happy to receive a line from you, 
the soonest possible, and by express, on the subject matter 
of this application, directed to me at Albany, that I may 
have it. in my power to attempt other measures, should it 
be out of your power to comply with this requisition. 

I am, &c, your Honour's most obedient and humble 
servant, Philip Schuyler. 

The Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, CaptainTGeneral and 

Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of Connecticut. 



CAPTAIN JOHN LAMB TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, June 30, 1775. 

Sir : As there is no appointment of a Second Lieutenant 
in the arrangement of the Artillery Company proposed to 
be under my command, I take the liberty to recommend 
the bearer, Martin Johnson, as a proper person to be ap- 
pointed to that station. Captain McDougall will shew 
you the arrangement for the Artillery Company which lately 
went from Rhode-Island to the Massachusetts-Bay ; from 
which you will see the propriety of such an appointment. 
It will likewise be proper to appoint a Lieutenant Fire- 
worker ; but I do not at present know a proper person to 
recommend. 

I am, with the greatest respect, Sir, your most humble 
servant, John Lamb. 

To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq. 



SAMUEL MOTT TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Fort George, June 30, 1775. 

Honoured Sir ; Two days ago by a kind hand" of Provi- 
dence I arrived in health, at. this place, and am this day 
going for Ticonderoga and Croivn Point, lliave seen the 
Honourable Judge Duer, of Charlotte County, one of New- 
York Committee, and Colonel Sullivan and two others of 
the Massachusetts Congress, who have been over to Ticon- 
deroga, &jc, and told me of the very extraordinary 111 con- 
duct of Colonel Arnold, the particulars of which T suppose 
your Honour will have from Colonel Hinman. I was ad- 
vised by Judge Duer, and those from Massachusetts, to 
write immediately down for Captain Robert Niles, of Nor- 
wich, to come up and take command of one of the vessels, 
as they are a very important part of our defence, and as I 
could recommend him as a bold and able sea commander ; 
but I thought your Honour the only proper judge of the 
feasibility and propriety of such a measure, and also that 
your Honour only could commission Captain Niles for that 
service, if judged expedient. I have nothing in my depart- 
ment of any importance to report to your Honour. Our 
reports from the northward are various. I had a verbal 
message from the Rev. Mr. Kirkland, informing me that 
Guy Johnson was doing all in his power to stimulate the 
Indian Nations against us ; but he dlcf not think they would 
in any measure be unanimous against us ; yet he did not 
doubt that a number from the several. tribes. might be raised 
against us. After I have viewed Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point, I shall report their state, with my opinion thereon, 
to your Honour ; and meanwhile am your Honour's most 
obedient humble servant, Samuel Mott._ 

His Honour the Governour. 



WORCESTER COUNTY (MASSACHUSETTS) COMMITTEE, 

At a meeting of the Standing Committee for the County 
of Worcester, this 30th day of June, 1775 : 

Voted, That in the present critical situation of our publick 
affairs, when the Province is about assuming government, 
and many persons, by undue methods, may be seeking 
offices of profit and honour, we would offer for the consi- 
deration of. the respective Towns in this County, whether it 
would not be expedient to instruct their several members 
to be very vigilant, and inquire into the characters of such 
as may be nominated for Counsellors.; and also that they 
pitch on proper persons to recommend as respectable .to 
fill up the respective executive ancTmllitary offices, and that 
the substance of this vote be inserted in the Worcester 
paper. 

GENERAL WARD TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

[Road July 11, 1775.] 
Head-Quarters, Cambridge, June 30, 1775. 

Sir : I have this day received your favour of the twenty- 
second instant, in which you are so kind as to inform me of 
the General Officers that the honourable Continental Con- 
gress have appointed, 

I wish, Sir, the appointments in this Colony may not 
have a tendency to create uneasiness among us, which we 
ought, at this critical time, to be extremely careful to avoid. 

I have, Sir, to acknowledge the receipt of the commis- 
sion as a Major-General, and do heartily wish that the 
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honour had been conferred upon a person better qualified 
to execute a trust so important. It would give me great 
satisfaction if I thought myself capacitated to act with dig- 
nity, and to do honour to that Congress which has exalted 
me to be second in command over the American Army. I 
hope they will accept my sincere desire to serve them, and 
my most grateful acknowledgments for the honour conferred 
upon me, and pray they may not be wholly disappointed in 
their expectations' I always have been, and am still ready 
to devote my life in attempting to deliver my native Coun- 
try from insupportable slavery. 

I am, Sir, with great respect, your most obedient humble 
servant Artemas Ward. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esquire, President of 

Congress, &c. 

P. S. Colonel Gardner is wounded, I hope not mortally. 



GENERAL WARD TO JOHN PIGEON. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, June 30, 1775. 

Sir : There are now on Prospect Hill nearly four thou- 
sand men, who at present are obliged to come to the store 
in college, for all the provisions they stand in need of. If 
they can be supplied with provisions at the hill, it will tend 
much to the safety of the lines there, for a great number of 
the men are now obliged daily to leave the lines that they 
may convey provisions to others upon the hill; and the 
milk especially, when it is conveyed from the store in col- 
lege to the hill, is unfit for any person in camp to eat; 
therefore, if possible, it must be altered. 

I am, Sir, &p., Artemas Ward. 

To Mr. Commissary Pigeon. 



GEN. THOMAS TO MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Roxbury Camp, Jane 30, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Major White has procured a small number 
of fire-arms, which 1 have presumed to stop in the camp at 
Roxbury for yourorder; when received 1 shall always com- 
ply with. We have a considerable deficiency of arms here. 
If it be agreeable, I should be glad there may be directions 
for the delivery of them here. I shall submit it to your 
consideration ; and am your most obedient and very humble 
servant, John Thomas. 

gen. heath to Massachusetts committee of safety. 

Camp at Roxbury, June 30, 1775. 

Gentlemen : A number of fire-arms were put under my 
care last winter, which were afterwards ordered to Worces- 
ter. The Committee of Safety, when sitting at Concord, 
gave me assurances that I should have a number of them 
for my Regiment, which 1 believe some of your Honours 
w ; ill remember. They are since disposed of, as I am in- 
formed, to other Regiments. A number of good arms are 
now brought to camp ; a number of my Regiment, which 
Lieutenant-Colonel Greaton can ascertain, have no arms. 
I therefore earnestly request that you would be pleased to 
give order for their being supplied from those now brought 
to camp. 

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your humble ser- 
vant, W. Heath. 
Honourable Committee of Safety. 



COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 
In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, June 30, 1775. 

Whereas the honourable Provincial Congress has tbis~ 
day passed a Resolve, appointing this Committee to be a 
Committee to consider of a farther emission of Bills of 
Credit, as mentioned in said resolve ; but this Committee, 
feeling themselves unable.to proceed in the business with- 
out a more perfect knowledge of the emissions lately made, 
both in quantity and circumstances of payment, and also for 
want of sufficient knowledge of the demands made, or to 
be made upon the Colony, do resolve that Colonel Palmer 
attend the honourable Congress to-morrow, in order to ob- 
tain all necessary light in the premises. 

J. Palmer, Chairman. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress now sitting at 
Watertoivn. 



MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF SUPPLIES TO NEW-HAMP- 
SHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
Chamber of Supplies, Watertown, June 30, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We understand that you have signified, in 
a letter to Mr. Langdon, the President of Harvard Col- 
lege, that you had some cannon mounted, and would send, 
them if wanted. We therefore beg leave to inform you, 
that orders have been sent us from the camp for three 
twenty-four pounders more than we have now ready, and 
that we apprehend it very important that they should be 
forwarded as soon as may be. 

We are respectfully, gentlemen, your most obedient ser- 
vants, David Cheever, per order. 
Honourable Committee of Safety, New- Hampshire. 



An Eulogium sacred to the memory of the late Major- 
General Warren, who fell June 17, 1775, fighting 
against the Ministerial Army at Boston. 
When an amiable man, with a promising family of chil- 
dren, perishes in the bloom of life, every friend to humanity 
must share in the distress which such a calamity occasions 
in the circle of his acquaintances. This distress is heightened 
when we hear that the virtues of the man were blended 
with the exalted qualities of a Patriot. We rise in our ex- 
pressions of grief when we are told that he possessed not 
only the zeal of a patriot, but the wisdom, the integrity, and 
the eloquence of a Senator. But when we hear that these 
shining qualities were crowned with the patience, the mag- 
nanimity, and the intrepidity of a Warrior, we are led to con- 
template one of the most august characters in human na- 
ture. When such a man falls, grief is dumb, and eloquence 
is obliged for a while to muse eulogiums which it cannot 
express. 

Such were our feelings upon hearing of the death of the 
illustrious General Warren, who fell on the seventeenth of 
June, at the head of a detachment of the American Army, 
near Boston. It is impossible to. do justice to his full-orb'd 
character. He filled each of the numerous departments in 
life that were assigned to him so well, that he seemed born 
for no others. He had displayed, in the course of three 
and thirty years, all the talents and virtues of the man, the 
patriot, the senator, and the hero. He was unlike the 
Spartan General only in not expiring in the' arms of vic- 
tory. But even in this unfortunate event he has served his 
Country, for he has taught the sons of freedom in America, 
that the laurel may be engrafted upon the cypress, and that 
true glory may be acquired not only in the arms of victory, 
but in the arms of death. 

If our pleasures are exalted in proportion to the extent 
and degrees of our benevolence, how shall we describe those 
pleasures which the hero feels who performs the highest act 
of benevolence to mankind, by dying in defence of the 
liberties of his Country. He enjoys a prelibation, the most 
like the joys of heaven that mortals can taste upon earth ; 
he partakes of the nature and happiness of God. 

Say, illustrious shade! what new resentments kindled in 
thy bosom at the prospect of executing vengeance upon 
the foes of liberty ? Say, what were the transports of thy 
mind when the twice repulsed enemy fled before thy pow- 
erful arms ? "-.--. 

But when, alas, borne down with numbers, thou wast 
forced to retreat, and death showed his commission to the 
ball that pierced thy bosom, say what joy thrilled after it at 
the prospect of having thy brows encircled with the patriot's 
crown of martyrdom? Tell me, ye brave Americans who 
beheld our hero fall, did he not, in his last moments, pour 
forth his usual expressions of loyalty to the .Crown of Bri- 
tain, and his wonted prayers for the welfare of his Country ? 
Did he not, in faltering accents, call upon his fellow-soldiers 
to forget his death, and to revenge his Country's wrongs 
alone ? Ah ! he breathes his last ! Crowd not too closely 
on his shade, ye holy ministers of Heaven. Make room 
for yonder spirit! It is the illustrious Hampden who flies 
to embrace him, and, pointing to the wound that deprived 
him of life in a conflict with arbitrary power above an hun- 
dred years ago, he claims the honour of .conduQting him to 
the regions of perfect liberty and happiness. 

How ineffable are the delights of Heaven to. a virtuous 
lover of liberty. To behold the power of the Sovereign of 
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the Universe, directed by unerring wisdom, and limited by 
the eternal laws of justice ! To see perfection in Govern- 
ment, consisting in the happiness of every member that 
composes it! To enjoy the most perfect freedom, and yet 
to choose nothing but such things as are agreeable to the 
will of the Supreme Being. These, blessed shade, now 
constitute a part of thy enjoyments ! Oh couldst thou tell 
us what other pleasures now occupy thy capacious mind! 
Dost thou still direct^by an invisible influence, the counsels 
of thy native Colony ? Dost thou still inspire whole bat- 
talions of thy countrymen with courage, and lead them on 
to danger and glory ? These we know would be a happi- 
ness suited to the benevolence and activity of thy spirit, 
and we hope not an inferiour part of the happiness of 
Heaven. But itjs not for, mortals to pry too minutely into 
the secrets of the invisible world. 

What a noble spectacle is the body of a hero, who has 
offered up his life as a ransom for his Country ! Come 
hither, ye vindictive ministers, and behold the first fruits of 
your bloody edicts. What atonement can you make to his 
children for the loss, of .such. a father, to the King for the 
loss of such a subject, and to your Country for the loss of such 
a member of society ? You may now recall your military 
executioners,, . Here you may satiate your thirst for arbi- 
trary power. You have slain its most implacable enemy. 

Come hither ye mercenary wretches who are hired to 
commit murder upon your fellow-subjects, and behold the 
victim of your cruelty. You have no tears to shed over a 
brother whom you have butchered, for you have given up 
your title to humanity. You have ceased to be men, and 
we have nothing to expect from you but the vices of slaves. 
We only beseech you not to insult the body of our departed 
hero- Spare the anguish of an aged mother, whose affec- 
tion extends to the corpse of her beloved son. You have 
nothing now to fear from his eloquence or his arms. Sheath 
your swords. You have performed an exploit which has 
filled up the measure of your infamy ; and while the name 
of liberty is deaf to Americans, the name of Warren will 
fire our hearts, and nerve our arms against the execrable 
mischiefs of Standing Armies. 

. Come hither ye American Senators, who are met to con- 
sult for the safety and liberty of the United Colonies. Here 
contemplate a spectacle that shall but I forget the digni- 
ty of my auditors ; let the wounds of the breathless hero be- 
fore your eyes address you. Methinks I hear him call upon 
you with an energy that should be irresistible, never to listen 
to terms of accommodation with Great Britain that shall 
deprive you of a single privilege of Englishmen. Oh, in- 
terrupt not (methinks I hear him say) my present felicity 
with the least apprehension that I have sold my life for a 
country of slaves. I will listen with rapture to your wise 
deliberations, but I will haunt the midnight hours of that 



traitor who sues for peace or liberty with a bayonet at his 
breast, or who suspends for a moment the execution of 
vengeance upon the enemies of our Country. 

Come hither ye military champions for American liberty 
and. glory, come and behold a spectacle that shall rouse in 
your bosoms new principles of courage and ambition. Mark 
the widening lustre of that path of glory which he trod. 
But remember his ghost walks unrevenged among us. Ten 
thousand Ministerial Troops cannot atone for his death. Let 
not the remembrance of your former connection with them 
enervate your arms, nor silence the clamours of justice in 
your breasts. The enemies of liberty are no longer the 
brethren of freemen, Whet your swords once more, and 
let them never be returned to their scabbards till the mon- 
ster tyranny is expelled from the British Empire, or till its 
bounds are prescribed, and America remains the land of 
perfect freedom and happiness. 

Come hither, in the last place, ye American fathers and 
mothers, and behold the sad earnests of arbitrary power! 
Behold your friend, your fellow-citizen, one of the guar- 
dians of your liberty, the pride of your Country, the pil- 
lar of your hopes ; behold this illustrious hero covered with 
blood and wounds ! But pause not too long in bedewing his 
body with your tears. Fly to your houses, and tell your 
children the particulars, of. the melancholy sight. Chill 
their young blood with histories of the cruelty of tyrants, 
and make their hair to stand on end with descriptions of 
the horrours of slavery ! Equip them immediately for the 
field. Shew them the ancient charter of their privilegeSi 
Point to the roofs under which they drew their first breath, 
and shew them the cradles in which they were rocked. 
Call upon Heaven to prosper their arms, and charge them 
with your last adieu to conquer, or, like Warren, to die in 
the arms of liberty and glory. 

O, posterity, posterity, you will often look back to this 
memorable era. You will transfer the epithets of rebels 
and traitors from the loyal people of America to their just 
originals. You will unfold every part of that system of 
despotism which has been contrived for the British Em- 
pire. You will show pious Kings misled T)y arbitrary Mi- 
nisters, and pious Ministers misled by arbitrary Kings. You. 
will show that even the monarchs of Britain have shed 
tears in prevailing upon their subjects to accept of their 
hateful commissions, and at the same time have exulted in 
the society of a few parricides at the prospect of seeing a 
Continent deluged with the blood of freemen. O save 
human nature from the worst of infamy, by turning your 
eyes to the American Colonies. Here let your historians 
and orators kindle with Romanov ancient British eloquence. 
Prize the liberty we have transmitted to you. It cost us 
much treasure and blood. It cost us, (oh, how high the 
price,) it cost us a Warren's life ! 



RHODE-ISLAND ASSEMBLY. 

At the General Assembly of the Governour and Com- 
pany of the English Colony of Rhode-Island, and Provi- 
dence Plantations, in New-England, in America, begun 
and holden at Providence, within and for the said Colony, 
on the first Wednesday in May, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, and fifteenth 
of the reign of His Most Sacred Majesty George the 
Third, by the grace of God, King of Great Britain, and 
so forth : 

Present; The Honourable Darius Sessions, Esq., De- 
puty-Governour : John Collins, Esq. ; David Harris, Esq.; 
John Sayles, Jun., Esq. ; Thomas Wickes, Esq. ; Jona- 
than Randall,3Zsq. ; William Richmond, Esq. ; Assistants. 
The Secretary. 

Deputies from the several Towns. 

Newport. — Mr. John Wanton (son of Gideon.) 

Providence.— Stephen Hopkins, Esq., Mr. John Jenckes, 
: Mr. John Smith, Colonel John Mathewson. 

PoRTSMOuTH.TT-iWefcaZ/" Bowler, Esq., Jonathan Free- 
born, Esq., Mr. Job Durfee, 

Warwick.— Mr. Jacob Greene, Mr. Thomas Holden, Mr. 
John Eow, 

Westerly. — Joshua Babcock, Esq, 

New-Shoreham. — (None.) 



North-Kingstown. — John Northup, Esquire, Sylvester 
Gardner, Esq. 

South-Kingstown.; — John Potter, Esquire, Mr. Carder 
Hazard. 

East-Greenwich. — Mr. Job Gardner, Mr. Allen Johnson. 

Jamestown. — (None.) 

Smithfield. — Daniel Mowry, Jun., Esq., Stephen Whip- 
ple, Esq. 

Scitijate. — Ezekiel Cornell, Esq., Mr. Ruf us Hopkins. 

Gloucester. — Silas Williams, Esq., Mr. Daniel Owen. 

Charlestown. — Joseph Hoxsic, Esq., Mr. Samuel Kin- 
yon, 

West-Greenwich. — William Nichols, Esquire, Thomas 
Gorton, Esq. 

Coventry. — John Rice, Esq., Mr. NathanielGrcem, Jun. 

Exeter. — George Pierce, Esq., Jeffrey Wilcox, Esq. 

Middletown. — (None.) 

Bristol. — Major-General Simeon Potter, William Brad- 
ford, Esq. 

Tiverton. — Captain John Cooke, 

Little-Compton.- — Captain Thomas Browncll, William 
Richmond, Esq. 

W t arren.- — Mr. Cromioel Child. . 

Cumberland. — John Dexter, Esq., Jeremiah Whipple, 
Esq. 

Richmond. — George Webb, Esq., Mr. Richard Bailey, Jr. 
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Cranston. — Captain Richard Searle, Mr. William Field. 
Hopkinton. — Captain Abel Tanner, Mr. Thomas Wells, 

the 3d. 
Johnston. — Mr. Emrnor Olney, Mr. Ebenezer Sprague. 
North-Providence. — Mr. Joseph Olney, Major Thomas 

Olney. 
Barrington.— Col. Nathan' I Martin, Mr. Thomas Allen. 

The Honourable Metcalf Bowler, Esq., was chosen 
Speaker, and Josias Lyndon, Esq., Clerk of the Lower 
House. 

The Company of Light-Infantry in the Town of New- 
port having made choice of the following Officers, and 
made return of them to the Govemour and Council, to 
wit: 

Jabez Champlin, Captain ; Charles Spooner, First- 
Lieutenant ; Philip Moss, Second-Lieutenant ; Samuel 
Spooner, Ensign ; 

Upon consideration whereof, 

It is Voted and Resolved by the Council, That the said 
Officers be, and they are hereby, approved. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the General Treasurer 
remove, with the Colony's treasure, to the Town of Pro- 
vidence: and that, for the charge of his removing, together 
with the extraordinary trouble he is likely to have in doing 
the business of the said office during the present year, he 
be allowed the sum of ninety Pounds lawful money, inclu- 
ding his annual salary. 

Whereas, the Secretary hath removed tiie Colony's Re- 
cords and his office to the Town of Providence, and prayed 
this Assembly, in case the removal be approved, to order 
the expense thereof to be paid out of the General Trea- 
sury : on consideration whereof, It is Voted and Resolved, 
That the said removal of the Colony's Records be, and it 
is hereby, approved ; and that an account of the expense 
thereof be laid before this Assembly. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Honourable Met- 
calf Bowler, Esq., be, and he is hereby, appointed to re- 
ceive the Town of Portsmouth's proportion of the Colony's 
Arms, in the room of the Town-Treasurer, whose religious 
principles will not admit of his receiving the same. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That Colonel James Mitchell 
Varnum] Colonel Daniel Hitchcock, and Colonel John 
Matheioson, be, and they are hereby, appointed a Com- 
mittee, to prepare a Bill for the regulation of the Army 
ordered to be raised for the defence of the Colony; that 
they also prepare the form of a Commission for the Offi- 
cers of the said Army ; and that they lay the same before 
this Assembly. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That each of the gentlemen 
appointed Delegates to represent this Colony in the Conti- 
nental Congress, to be holden in the City of Philadelphia 
on the tenth instant, draw the sum of sixty Pounds lawful 
money out of the General Treasury, to bear their expenses. 

An Act for embodying, supplying and paying, the Army 

of Observation, ordered to be raised, for the defence of 

the Colony. 

Be it enacted by this General Assembly, and by the au- 
thority of the same it is enacted, That the fifteen hundred 
men ordered to be raised by this Colony be formed into 
one Brigade, under the command of a Brigadier-General, 
and consist of three Regiments, each of which shall be 
commanded by one Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, and 
one Major ; that there be one Adjutant of Brigade, or Ad- 
jutant-Major, for such purposes as appertain to that office; 
that there be one Adjutant, one Surgeon, one Surgeon's 
Mate, and one Quartermaster to each Regiment; that each 
Regiment consist of eight Companies; each Field Officer's 
Company to be commanded, under such Field Officer, by 
one Captain-Lieutenant, one Lieutenant, and one Ensign ; 
and each of the other Companies by one Captain, one Lieu- 
tenant, and one EnsignT and that one of the Companies 
be a Train of Artinery, and have the use of the Colony's 
field-pieces. 

Arid be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That each Regiment be placed in the said Brigade upon 
the flanks and in the centre by rotation, so that a perfect 
equality in rank be preserved. And that a similar equality 
be preserved among the Field Officers of the different 



Regiments, by the Brigadier-General, in all the duties of 
a campaign. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That each able-bodied effective man, who shall enlist into 
the service, and find himself a Small-Arm, Bayonet, and 
other Accoutrements, shall be allowed and paid forty Shil- 
lings as a bounty ; and each able-bodied effective man, not 
finding himself a Small-Arm, Bayonet, and other Accou- 
trements, shall receive twenty-four Shillings as a bounty. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That each Officer and Soldier shall receive, the following 
monthly wages, while in the service, to wit : each Colonel 
fifteen Pounds, each Lieutenant-Colonel twelve Pounds, 
each Major ten Pounds, the Adjutant of Brigade, or Adju- 
tant-Major, nine Pounds, each Captain and Captain Lieu- 
tenant six Pounds, each Lieutenant four Pounds, each 
Ensign three Pounds, each Adjutant of a Regiment five 
Pounds ten Shillings, each Surgeon seven Pounds ten 
Shillings, each Surgeon's Mate four Pounds, each Quar- 
termaster three Pounds, each Sergeant two Pounds eight 
Shillings, each Corporal two Pounds four Shillings, each 
Drummer and Fifer two Pounds four Shillings, and each 
private man forty Shillings. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That each Field-Officer be allowed ten Shillings per week, 
and each other Officer and Soldier six Shillings per week, 
for billet, while in this Colony after enlistment, and before 
the Regiments are embodied. And each Soldier shall also 
have a Blanket and Knapsack given him by the Colony. 

Aud be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That each Officer and Soldier be paid his wages, and the 
weekly billet that shall be due, as soon as may be ; and 
that one month's wages be paid in advance before the 
Troops march out of the Colony. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That each Soldier be enlisted by signing the following En- 
listment, to wit: I, the subscriber, hereby solemnly engage 
and enlist myself as a Soldier in His Majesty's service, and 
in the pay of the Colony of Rhode-Island, for the preser- 
vation of the liberties of America, from the day of my en- 
listment, to the last day of December next, unless the ser- 
vice admit of a discharge sooner, which shall be at the 
discretion of the General Assembly ; and I hereby promise 
to submit myself to all the orders and regulations of the 
Army, and faithfully to observe and obey all such orders 
as I shall receive from time to time from my officers. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That no officer or soldier be arrested, prosecuted, or de- 
tained in jail, for any debt whatsoever less than fifteen 
Pounds lawful money, due to one creditor ; and that every 
apprentice who shall enlist into the said Army shall be 
entitled to the whole of the bounty, and one half of his 
wages ; his master receiving the other half. 

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That for supplying the Troops with Arms, Provisions, Sic, 
five hundred barrels of Flour, three hundred barrels of 
Pork, one hundred barrels of Beef, fifteen hundred Blan- 
kets and Knapsacks, and fifteen hundred Small-Arms and 
Bayonets, with suitable Accoutrements, be immediately 
procured on the Colony's account. 

And that the said Troops may be supplied with cloth- 
ing and other necessaries, It is further enacted by the au- 
thority aforesaid, That a Commissary be appointed, who 
shall go sutler to the Troops, and have one and a half per 
cent, upon all the business he shall transact. And such 
Commissary is hereby directed and . required to deliver 
unto the soldiers such things as the Colony shall send for 
the use of the Regiments at the prime cost, including all 
charges that may accrue thereon ; provided that the said 
officer deliver nothing to any soldier without an order from 
the Captain or Commanding Officer of the company for 
the time being to which such soldier belongs. And the 
officers are hereby restricted and forbid drawing any order 
or orders on the Commissary, exceeding the monthly 
wages due to the soldier that applies for the same. 

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That whoever shall be. appointed Commissary and Sutler, 
shall give security to the General Treasurer, in the penal 
sum of two thousand Pounds, for the faithful performance 
of his duty; and shall not carry "with him, on his ow-n 
account, any necessaries of the same kind with those that 
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shall be sent by the Government. And as such Commis- 
sary may want assistance, he is hereby authorized to ap- 
point a Deputy or Deputies under him ; he being account- 
able for the conduct of his Deputies. 

■ And for the purposes aforesaid, Be it further enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, That a Committee of Safety 
be chosen by this Assembly, one of whom shall reside in 
each County, excepting the County of Providence, which 
shall have two, to furnish and pay the officers and soldiers 
in such County ; and that each Committee-man shall give 
bond with surety to the General Treasurer, in the sum of 
one thousand Pounds lawful money, for the faithful dis- 
charge of his trust. 

And he it further evaded by the authority aforesaid, 
That the said Committee provide Arms, Tents, Provisions, 
and every other Accoutrement necessary for the Army; 
and that they be allowed one and a half per cent, for 
transacting the business. 

And for supplying the General Treasury, Be it further 
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the sum of Twen- 
ty Thousand Pounds, lawful money bills, be immediately 
printed, and signed by the Honourable Metcalf Bowler, 
Esq., Henry Ward, Joseph Clarke, John Cole, and Tho- 
mas Greene, Esquires; that all Bills under five Shillings 
be signed by one of the Committee, and all the other Bills 
by two of the Committee; that the same shall be a lawful 
tender in discharge of all contracts, debts, dues and demands, 
whether of a publick or private nature ; that one half of 
the said Bills shall be redeemed within two years, and the 
other half within five years, from the time of the emission, 
together with the interest thereon accruing, at the rate of 
two and a half per cent, per annum, by a general tax to 
be levied on the inhabitants of this Colony ; and that the 
Bills shall be of the following value, to wit : 

2,000 Bills of Forty Shillings each, £4,000 

4,000 of Thirty Shillings, 6,000 

4,000 of Twenty Shillings, 4,000 

4,000 of Ten Shillings, 2,000 

4,000 of Five Shillings, 1,000 

4,000 of Four Shillings, 800 

4,000 of Three Shillings, 600 

6,000 of Two Shillings, 600 

10,000 of One Shilling, ' 500 

8,000 of Nine Pence, 300 

8,000 of Six Pence, 200 

£20,000 



Which Bills shall be of .the following form : " The pos- 
sessor of this Bill shall be paid, by the Treasurer of the 

Colony of Rhode-Island, lawful money, at the 

rate of six Shillings and nine Pence for one ounce of Sil- 
ver, within five years from the date hereof, with interest at 
two and a half per cent, per annum until paid. — By order 
of Assembly. — Providence, the third day of May 1775." 
And on the said Bill there shall be the same impression 
and motto as on the lawful money Bills heretofore emitted. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Committee of Safe- 
ty be, and they are hereby, appointed to receive the Colo- 
ny's Arms, and distribute them where they are wanted, 
amongst the soldiers that shall enlist into the Army of Ob- 
servation ; that the said Committee, or any four of them, 
be, and they are hereby, appointed, and fully empowered, 
during the recess of the General Assembly, to fill up all 
vacancies that shall happen amongst the officers that shall 
be appointed by the General Assembly for the said Army ; 
and that they procure all necessaries not particularly men- 
tioned in the Act for raising said Army. 

Both Houses being joined in a grand Committee, chose 
the following Officers, to wit : 

The Committee of Safety. 

William Richmond, Esq., for the County of Newport. 
Mr. John Smith and Daniel Tillinghast, Esq., for the 
County of Providence. 

John Northup, Esq., for the County of King's County. 
William Bradford, Esq., for the County of Bristol. 
Mr. Jacob Greene, for the County of Kent. 

Officers of the Army of Observation. 
Nathaniel Greene, Jun., Esq., Brigadier-General. 
Peter Phillips, Esq., Commissary. 



Thomas Church, Esq., Colonel of the Regiment to be 
raised in the Counties of Newport and Bristol. 

Daniel Hitchcock, Esq., Colonel of the Regiment to 
be raised in the County of Providence. 

James Mitchell Varnum, Esquire, Colonel of the Regi- 
ment to be raised in the Counties of King's County and 
Kent. 

William Turner Miller, Esquire, Lieutenant ColoneFof 
the Regiment to be raised in the Counties of Newport and 
Bristol. 

Ezekiel Cornell, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel of the Re- 
giment of Providence. 

James Babcock, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel of the Re- 
giment of King's County and Kent. 

John Forrester, Esq., Major of the Regiment of New- 
port and Bristol. 

Israel Angell, Esq., Major of the Regiment of Provi- 
dence. 

Christopher Greene, Esq., Major of the Regiment of 
King's County and Kent. 

John Crake, Captain, and Joseph Balch, Captain-Lieu- 
tenant of the Train of Artillery. 

William Ladd, Captain-Lieutenant, Nathaniel Church, 
Lieutenant, and Cornelius Briggs, Ensign, of the Colonel's 
. Company of the Regiment of Newport and Bristol. 

Matthew Allen, Captain-Lieutenant, James Smith, Lieu- 
tenant, and James Brown, Jun., Ensign, of the Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel's Company of the Regiment of Neivport and 
Bristol. 

John Topham, Captain-Lieutenant, George Tennant, 
Lieutenant, and Stephen Tripp, Ensign, of the Major's 
Company of the Regiment of Newport and Bristol. 

Sion Martindale, Captain, Benjamin Diamon, Lieuten- 
ant, and James Child, the Second, Ensign, of a Company 
in the Regiment of Newport and Bristol. 

Thomas Tew, Captain, Jonathan Simmons, Lieutenant, 
and Christopher Bennet, Ensign, of a Company in the Re- 
giment of Newport and Bristol. . 

Jonathan Brownell, Captain, Sylvanus Shaw, Lieuten- 
ant, and Godfrey Brown, Ensign, of a Company in the 
Regiment of Neivport and Bristol. 

Benjamin Seabury, Captain, Gilbert Manchester, Lieu- 
tenant, and Israel Church, Ensign, of a Company in the 
Regiment of Newport and Bristol, 

Simeon Thayer, Captain-Lieutenant, John Spurr, Lieu- 
tenant, and William Potter, Ensign, of the Colonel's Com- 
pany of the Regiment of Providence. 

Stephen Kimball, Captain-Lieutenant, Jonathan Smith, 
Lieutenant, and George Dorrance, Junior, Fnsign, of the 
Lieutenant-Colonel's Company of the Regiment of Provi- 
dence. '-'■ f- '-'-'- 

John Field, Captain-Lieutenant, David Richmond, 
Lieutenant, and Samuel Black, Ensign, of the Major's 
Company of the Regiment of Providetice. 

Andrew Waterman, Captain, William Aldrich, Lieu- 
tenant, and David Dexter, Junior, Ensign, of a Company 
in the Regiment of Providence. 

John Angell, Captain, Coggeshall Olney, Lieutenant, 
and Stephen Olney, Ensign, of a Company in the Regi- 
ment of Providence. ......' 

Christopher Olney, Captain, Ephraim Bowen, Junior, 
Lieutenant, and Cyprian Sterry, Ensign, of a Company in 
the Regiment of Providence. 

Jeremiah Olney, Captain, Levi Tower, Lieutenant, and 
Nathaniel Field, Ensign, of a Company in the Regiment 
of Providence. - : 

Nathaniel Blackmar, Captain, Samuel Thornton, Lieu- 
tenant, and Abraham Tourtellot, Ensign, of a Company in 
the Regiment of Providence. 

Archibald. Crary, Captain-Lieutenant, and John Singer 
Dexter, Lieutenant, of the Colonel's Company of the Re- 
giment of King's County and Kent. 

John Hoxsie, Captain-Lieutenant, Jonathan Bates, Ju- 
nior, Lieutenant, and Joseph Ilolloway, Ensign, of the 
Lieutenant-Colonel's Company of the Regiment of King's 
County and Kent. 

Edmund Johnson, Captain-Liefflcnant. John Reynolds, 
Lieutenant, John Holdcn, (Son oT Charles,) Ensign, of the 
Major's Company of the Regiment of King's County and 
Kent. 

Thomas Hold en, Captain, Joseph Barton, Lieutenant, 
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and Joseph Arnold, (son of Caleb,) Ensign, of a Company 
in the Regiment of King's County and Kent. 

Samuel Ward, Junior, Captain, Elijah Lewis, Lieuten- 
ant, and Joshua Collins, Ensign, of a Company in the Re- 
giment of King's County and Kent. 

James Gardner, Captain, Thomas Phillips, Lieutenant, 
and Samuel Bissell, Ensign, of a Company in the Regi- 
ment of King's County and Kent. 

Christopher Gardner, Junior, Captain, Nathaniel Haw- 
kins, Lieutenant, and William Potter, (son of Ichabod,) 
Ensign, of a Company in the Regiment of King's County 
and Kent. 

John Randall, Captain, Oliver Clarke, Lieutenant, and 
Stephen Wells, Ensign, of a Company in the Regiment of 
King's County and Kent. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Committee of Safety 
in the several Counties, be, and they are hereby appointed 
Muster-Masters of the Troops now ordered to be raised, 
for their respective Counties. 

Whereas, the Ministry and Parliament of Great Britain, 
sacrificing the glory and happiness of their Sovereign, and 
the good of Britain and the Colonies, to their own ambi- 
tious and lucrative views, have entered into many arbitrary, 
illegal Resolutions, for depriving His Majesty's subjects in 
America of every security for the enjoyment of life, liberty, 
and property; and have sent, and are still sending, troops 
and. ships of war into these Colonies, to enforce their tyran- 
nical mandates, and have actually begun to shed the blood 
of the innocent people of these Colonies ; in consequence 
whereof, this Assembly, at the session held on the 22d day 
of April last, passed an Act for raising fifteen hundred 
men, as an Army of Observation, and to assist any of our 
sister Colonies : 

And whereas, the Honourable Joseph Wanton, Esquire, 
then Governour of this Colony, did enter a protest against 
the said Act, conceived in such terms as highly to reflect 
upon the General Assembly, and upon the united opposi- 
tion of all America, to the aforesaid tyrannical measures: 

And whereas, the said Joseph Wanton, Esquire, bath 
neglected to issue a Proclamation for the due observation 
of Thursday, the 11th of May instant, as a day of Fasting 
and Prayer, agreeable to an Act passed at the said session : 

And whereas, the said Joseph Wanton, Esquire, hath 
been elected to the office of Governour of this Colony for 
the present year, and been duly notified thereof by this 
Assembly ; notwithstanding which he hath not attended at 
this General Assembly and taken the oath required by 
law : 

And whereas, the said Joseph Wanton, Esquire, hath 
positively refused to sign the commissions for the officers 
appointed to command the Troops so ordered to be raised : 
By all which he hath manifested his intentions to defeat 
the good people of these Colonies in their present glorious 
struggle to transmit inviolate to posterity those sacred rights 
they have received from their ancestors : 

Be it therefore enacted by this General Assembly, and by 
the authority thereof it is enacted, That the Deputy Gov- 
ernour and Assistants be, and they are hereby forbid to ad- 
minister the oath of office to the said Joseph Wanton, Esq., 
unless in free and open General Assembly, according to the 
unvaried practice in this Colony, and with the consent of such 
Assembly : that until the said Joseph Wanton, Esq., shall 
have taken the oath of office as aforesaid, it shall not be 
lawful for him to act as Governour of this Colony in any 
case whatever; and that every act done by him, in the 
pretended capacity of Governour, shall be null and void 
injtself, and shall not operate as a warrant or discharge to 
any person acting by his orders, or under his authority. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That Henry Ward, Esquire, Secretary of the Colony, be, 
and he is hereby directed, and fully authorized and em- 
powered, to sign the Commissions for all officers, civil and 
military, chosen by tins Assembly, as well those going in 
the service abo vesa id, as others, he receiving therefor, out 
of the General Treasury, two shillings and eight pence for 
each commission. AncLjhat such commission so signed, 
with the Colony seal affixed, shall be as full and effectual 
warrant and warrants to every and all such officer and offi- 
cers so chosen, for the faithful discharge of his and their 



duty, as if the same were signed by a Governour of this 
Colony, duly elected and engaged according to law; any 
law, custom, or usage, to the contrary hereof in any wise 
notwithstanding. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That his Honour the Deputy Governour be requested, and 
fully authorized and empowered, to call the General As- 
sembly together upon any emergency, to meet at such 
time and place as he shall think most for the interest of the 
Colony. 

Whereas, the Honourable Joseph Wanton, Esquire, who 
is elected Governour of this Colony for the present year, 
hath not attended this Assembly and taken the oath of of- 
fice, and cannot, therefore, appoint a Naval Officer until he 
shall be sworn in before the General Assembly : 

Be it therefore enacted by this General Assembly, and 
by the authority thereof it is enacted, That the Naval Of- 
fice be kept by James Clarke, Esq., who hath for some 
time past kept it, until further orders from this Assembly ; 
and that he account to this Assembly. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Committee of Safety 
be, and they are hereby directed to make out the account 
of the expenses of raising and equipping the fifteen hun- 
dred men ordered to be raised by this Colony, as an Army 
of Observation, and for the assistance of any of the neigh- 
bouring Colonies, as soon as the said Troops are fully 
equipped, and transmit the same to the Delegates of this 
Colony at the Continental Congress, to be by them laid 
before the Congress, that the Colonies which have not 
been, or shall not be, at a proportionate expense in the de- 
fence of our common rights, may contribute their propor- 
tion towards reimbursing this Colony such part of the ex- 
penses of raising and equipping the said fifteen hundred 
men, as shall be more than this Colony's proportion towards 
the common defence. 

Be it enacted by this General Assembly, and by the 
authority thereof it is enacted, That the Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral, Brigadier-General, and the Committee of Safety, be, 
and they, or the major part of them, are hereby fully au- 
thorized and empowered, to order and direct when and in 
what manner the forces, or any part thereof, shall march 
out of this Colony to the assistance of any neighbouring 
Colony in distress. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Brigadier-General 
draw up the several Regiments to be raised in this Colony, 
either singly or together ; and that the Captains of the sev- 
eral companies, not belonging to the field-officers thereof, 
shall draw lots for their places and stations in the Regi- 
ments aforesaid. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That tlie form of a Commis- 
sion to a Colonel of a Regiment in the Army of Observa- 
tion, now laid before this Assembly, be, and the same, is 
hereby approved ; and that similar Commissions, mutatis 
mutandis, be issued to the other officers of said Army. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Speaker of the 
Lower House be, and he is hereby requested to transmit 
to the Speaker of the House of Assembly of the Colony 
of Connecticut, and to the Committee of Inspection for the 
City of Neiu- York, copies of the Proceedings of this As- 
sembly, relative to the present disputes between Great 
Britain and the Colonies. 

Be it enacted by this General Assembly, and by the 
authority thereof it is enacted, That any military officer 
commissioned to command any part of the Army of Ob- 
servation, be removed for any misbehaviour or neglect of 
duty, and another appointed in his stead, by a General 
Court Martial to be holden for that purpose. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That Joshua Babcock, Esq., 
be requested to carry the proceedings of this General As- 
sembly, respecting the raising an Army of Observation, 
&c, to the General Assembly of the Colony of Connecti- 
cut : and to request of them to transmit to this Assembly 
their proceedings and transactions relative to the present 
alarming crisis of affairs. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the following monthly 
wages shall be allowed and paid unto the following respec- 
tive officers and men in the Army of Observation ; that is 
to. say : 
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To the Brigadier-General, - - - -£20 

In the Train of Artillery. 

To the Captain, - - - - ----- 9 

Captain-Lieutenant, ------ 740 

First Lieutenant, ------- 580 

Second Lieutenant, ------ 3 12 

Lieutenant Fire-worker, ----- 312 

Two Bombardiers, each 2140 

Two Sergeants, each ------280 

Four Gunners, each ------ 2 60 

Privates and Fifers, ------ 240 

This Assembly do Vote and Resolve, That an embargo 
be set on all Provisions going out of this Colony, excepting 
what shall be necessary for victualling vessels sailing out 
of this Colony, and for the use of the Army ; and that this 
Act be in force immediately. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That all business lying before 
this Assembly unfinished, be, and the same is hereby re- 
ferred to the next session ; that the Secretary publish the 
publick Acts and Orders made and passed at the last and 
present session, by beat of drum, in the Town of Provi- 
dence, within ten days after the rising of this Assembly, 
and within thirty, send copies thereof to the Sheriff of each 
County in the Colony, by him to be transmitted to the 
several Town Clerks in the County ; and that this Assem- 
bly be, and hereby is adjourned until the second Monday 
in June next, then to meet in East- Greenwich. 

God save the King. 

Published according to order, on Wednesday, the 17th 
day of May, A. D. 1775, by 

Henry Ward, Secretary. 

At the General Assembly of the Governour and Com- 
pany of the English Colony of Rhode-Island and Provi- 
dence Plantations, in New-England, in America, begun 
and holden, by adjournment, at East-Greenvdch, within 
and for the said Colony, on the second Monday in June, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-five, and fifteenth of the reign of His Most Sacred 
Majesty George the Third, by the grace of God, King of 
Great-Britain, and so forth : 

Present : The Honourable Nicholas Cooke, Esquire, 
Deputy-Governour; Samuel Dyre, Esq. ; Simeon Potter, 
Esq. ; Ambrose Page, Esq. ; John Sayles, Junior, Esq. ; 
John Jepson, Esq. ; James Arnold, Junior, Esq. ; Jona- 
than Randall, Esq.; Peter Phillips, Esq. ; Joseph Haz- 
ard, Esq. ; Thomas Church, Esq. : Assistants. The Se- 
cretary. 

Deputies from the several Towns. 

The Honourable Metcalf Bowler, Esquire, Speaker. 

Newport. — Mr. John Wanton, (son of Gideon,} George 

Hazard, Esq., Mr. John Tanner, Mr. Joseph Anthony. 

Providence. — Mr. John Jenckes, Mr. John Smith, Col. 

John Mathewson, 
Portsmouth, — Mr, Job Durfee. 
Warwick. — William Greene, Esq., Mr. Jacob Greene, 

Captain Thomas Holden, Lieut. Col. John Low. 
Westerly. — Joshua Babcock, Esq., Mr. James Rhodes. 
New-Shoreham. — Mr. John Sands. 
North-Kingstown. — John Northup, Esquire, Sylvester 

Gardner, Esquire. 
Sotjth-Ktngstown. — John Potter, Esq., Carder Haz- 
ard, Esq. 
East-Greenwich.— Mr. Job Gardner, Mr. Allen John- 
son. 
Jamestown. — Capt. Edivard Hull, Capt. Samuel Carr. 
Smithfield.— Da/lie? Mowry, Jun., Esq., Stephen Whip- 
ple, Esq. 
Scituate. — Rufus Hopkins, Esq. 

Gloucester. — Silas Williams, Esq., Mr. Daniel Owen. 
Charlestown. — Joseph Hoxsie, Esq., Mr. Samuel Kin- 
yon. 
West-Greenwich. — William Nichols, Esquire, Thomas 

Gorton, Esq. 
Coventry. — Nathaniel Greene, Jun., Esq. 
Exeter. — -George Pierce, Esq.. Jeffery Willcox, Esq. 
Middletown. — Mr. James Potter. 

Bristol. — Major-General William Bradford, Benjamin 
Bosworth, Esq. 



Tiverton. — John Cooke, Esq. 

Little-Compton. — Captain Tliomas Brownell, William 
Richmond, Esq. 

Warren. — Mr. Cromel Child, Martin Luther, Esq. 

Cumberland. — John Dexter, Jeremiah Whipple, Esq'rs. 

Richmond. — George Webb, Esq., Captain Richard Bai- 
ley, Junior. 

Cranston. — Captain Richard Searle, Mr. William Field. 

Hopkinton. — Captain Abel Tanner, Mr. Thomas Wells, 
the 3d. 

Johnston. — Mr. Emmor Olney, Mr. Ebenezer Sprague. 

North-Providence. — Mr. Joseph Olney, Major Thomas 
Olney. 

Barrington. — Colonel Nathaniel Martin, Mr. Thomas 
Allen. 

Josias Lyndon, Esq., Clerk of the Lower House. 

This Assembly, at the session held at Providence on the 
first Wednesday in May last, having passed an Act prohibit- 
ing his Honour the Deputy-Governour, and the Assistants, 
from administering the oath of office to the Honourable 
Joseph Wanton, Esq., who was elected Governour of this 
Colony for the present year, and declaring all acts by him 
done, in the pretended capacity of Governour, null and 
void, until he shall be engaged in open General Assembly, 
and with the consent of the General Assembly, &c. And 
the said Joseph Wanton having appeared before this Assem- 
bly, and demanded that the path of office be administered 
to him, and this General Assembly having taken the same 
into consideration, do vote and resolve, and it is voted and 
resolved, that the said Joseph Wanton hath not given satis- 
faction to this Assembly ; that the said recited Act, passed 
at the last session, continue and be in force until t lie rising 
of the General Assembly at the next session, and that this 
Act be immediately published, by inserting a copy thereof 
in the Newport Mercury and Providence Gazette. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That his Honour the Deputy- 
Governour be, and he is hereby requested to write to James 
Wallace, Esq., commander of His Majesty's Ship Rose, now 
in the harbour of Newport, and demand of him the reason 
of his conduct towards the inhabitants of this Colony, in 
stopping and detaining their vessels, and also to demand of 
him the packets which he detains. 

Whereas Mr. John Carter exhibited unto tins Assembly 
an account, by him charged against the Colony, for print- 
ing fifty-eight thousand lawful Money Bills, sixteen hundred 
Enlistments for the Army of Observation, the Proceedings 
of this Assembly at the sessions in April and May last, &.c. 
And the said account being duly examined, it Is Voted and 
Resolved, That the same be and_ hereby is allowed, and 
that fifty-nine Pounds thirteen Shillings and five Pence, 
lawful money, being the amount thereof, be paid the said 
John Carter out of the general Treasury. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That no Soldier belonging to 
the Army of Observation, raised by this Colony, be allowed 
to take up of the Commissary any more than one third part 
of his monthly wages for his own use; and that whatever 
more the Commissary shall supply or pay toThelsoIdiers, 
shall be at his own risk. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the allowance to the Sol- 
diers in camp be as followeth, to wit : one pound of bread, 
one pound of beef or pork, a half-penny for vegetables, half 
a gill of rice, one pint of milk, and one quart of beer per 
day, and one pint of molasses per week. That once a week, 
instead of meat, they have a pound of fish, an ounce of 
butter, and half* a pint of vinegar : That if they have no 
milk they be allowed a gill and a half of rice per day: 
That if the half-penny per day for vegetables be not suffi- 
cient, the Brigadier-General be empowered to increase the 
same to a sufficient allowance, and that the Commissary 
furnish them with the same quantity of soap as is_ allowed 
by the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay to their Troops. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the following Rules and 
Orders for regulating the Army of Observation raised by 
this Colony, be and they are hereby approved, and that the 
Secretary procure the same to be printed, and supply the 
Brigadier-General, each Field Ojjcer, the Commissary, and 
each Commissioned Officer, with a copy thereof. 

Whereas, the lust of power, which of old oppressed, per- 
secuted, and exiled our pious and virtuous ancestors from 
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their fair possessions in Britain, now pursues, with tenfold 
severity, us, their guiltless children, who are unjustly and 
wickedly charged with licentiousness, sedition, treason and 
rebellion ; and being deeply impressed with a sense of the 
almost incredible fatigues and hardships our venerable pro- 
genitors encountered, who fled from oppression for the sake 
of civil and religious liberty for themselves and their off- 
spring, and began a settlement here on bare creation, at 
their own expense; and having seriously considered the 
duty we owe to God, to the memory of such invincible 
worthies, to the King, to Great Britain, our Country, our- 
selves and posterity, do think it an indispensable duty, by 
all lawful ways and means in our power, to recover, main- 
tain, defend, and preserve, the free exercise of all those 
civil and religious rights and liberties, for which many of 
our forefathers fought, bled, and died, and to hand them 
down entire, for the free enjoyment of the latest posterity : 
And whereas the keeping a Standing Army in any of these 
Colonies in times of peace, without the consent of the Le- 
gislature of that Colony in which such an Army is kept, is 
against law : And whereas such an Army, with a large Naval 
Force, is now placed in the harbour of Boston, for the 
purposerof subjecting us to the power of the British Par- 
liament : And whereas we are frequently told by the tools of 
Administration, dupes to ministerial usurpation, that Great 
Britain will not, in any degree, relax in her measures, until 
we acknowledge her "right to make laws binding upon us 
in all cases whatsoever ;" and that if we refuse to be slaves, 
if we persist; in our denial of her claim, the dispute must 
be decided by arms, in which it is said by our enemies " we 
shall hare w chance, being undisciplined, cowards, disobe- 
dient, impatient of command, and possessed of that spirit 
of levelling which admits of no order, subordination, rule, or 
government :" And whereas from the Ministerial Army and 
Fleet now at Boston, the large re-enforcement of Troops 
expected, the late circular letters to the Governours upon 
thepontinejit, the general tenour of intelligence from Great 
Britain, and the hostile preparations making here, as also 
from the threats and frequent insults of our enemies, we 
have reason to apprehend that the sudden destruction of this 
Colony is in contemplation, if not determined upon: 

And whereas the great law of self-preservation hath re- 
quired our raising and keeping an Army of Observation and 
defence," in order to prevent or repel any farther attempts 
to enforce the late cruel and oppressive Acts of the British 
Parliament, which are evidently designed to subject us and 
the whole Continent to the roost ignominious slavery : And 
whereas, in keeping such an Army, it will be necessary that 
the officers and soldiers in the same be fully acquainted 
with their duty, and that the articles, rules, and regulations 
thereof be made as plain as possible ; and having great con- 
fidence in the honour -and pubjick virtue of the inhabitants 
of this Colony, that" they "will readily obey their officers, 
and will cheerfully do. their duty, when known, without 
any such severe articles and rules (except in capital cases) 
and cruel punishments, as are usually piactl-ed in standing 
armies, and will submit to all such rules and regulations as 
are founded in reason, honour, and virtue : 

It is therefore Resolved, That the following Articles 
Rules and Regulations, for the Army raised by this Colony 
for the defence .and security of our lives, liberties, and estates, 
be, and hereby are established and required to be strictly 
adhered to by all officers, soldiers, and others concerned, as 
they regard their own honour and the publick good; and 
upon the penalties and forfeitures hereinafter mentioned. 

Article i, Ail Officers and Soldiers, not having just 
impediment, shall diligently frequent divine service and 
sermon in the places appointed for assembling of the Regi- 
ment, Trooper Company, to which they belong ; and such 
as wilfully absent themselves, or being present, behave in- 
decently orh-revercnily, shall, if Commissioned Officers, 
be brought before a'Regrmental Court-Martial, there to be 
publickly aM _se.ve.rejy reprimanded by the President; if 
Nori-CommiBsioTi'ed Officers or Soldiers, every person so 
offending shall, for his first offence, forfeit one Shilling, to 
be deducted_out of his wages ; for the second offence he 
shall not, only forfeit one Shilling, but be confined, not ex- 
ceeding fwenty-four hours ; and for every like offence, shall 
suffer and pay in like manner; which money so forfeited 
shall he applied totlie useof the sick Soldiers of the Troop 
or Company to which the xiffeoder belongs. 
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Art. ii. Whatsoever Non-Cofflmisrsjoned Officer "or Sol- 
dier shall use any unlawful oath or execration, shall incur 
the penalty of six Pence ; and if a Commissioned Officer 
be thus guilty of profane cursing and swearing; he shall 
forfeit and pay for each and every such offence the sum of 
nine Pence, lawful money. 

Art. hi. Any Officer or Soldier who shall behave him- 
self with contempt or disrespect towards the General or 
Generals, or Commander-in-Chief of the Rhode-Island 
Forces, or shall speak words tending to his or their hurt or 
dishonour, shall be punished according to the nature of his 
offence, by the judgment of a General Court-Martia.1. 

Art. iv. Any Officer or Soldier who shall begin, excite/ 
cause, or join in any mutiny or sedition in the Regiment, 
Troop, or Company, to which he belongs, or ih any other 
Regiment, Troop, or Company of the Rhode-Island Forces, 
either by land or sea, or in any party, post, detachment, or 
guard, on any pretence whatsoever, shall suffer such punish- 
ment as by a Genera] Court-Martial shall be ordered. 

Art. v. Any Officer, Non-Commissiohed Officer, or Sol- 
dier, who being present at any mutiny or sedition, does not 
use his utmost endeavours to suppress the same, or coming 
to the knowledge of any mutiny or" intended mutiny, does 
not without delay, give information thereof to the com- 
manding Officer, shall be punished by order of a General 
Court-Martial, according to the nature of his offence. : 

Art, vi. Any Officer or Soldier who shall strike Ins 
superioiir Officer, or draw, or offer to draw, or shall lift up 
any weapon, or offer any violence against him, being in the 
execution of his office, on any pretence whatsoever, or shall 
disobey any lawful commands of his superiour Officer, 
shall suffer such punishment as shall, according to the na- 
ture of his offence, be ordered by the sentence of a General 
Court-Martial. 

Art.vii. Any Non-Commissioned Officer or Soldier who 
shall desert, or without leave of his Commanding Officer, 
absent himself from the Troop or Company to which he 
belongs, or from any detachment of the same, shall, upon 
being convicted thereof, be punished according to the nature 
of his offence, at the discretion of a General Court-Martial. 
Art. vin. Whatsoever Officer or Soldier shall be con- 
victed of having advised or persuaded any other Officer or 
Soldier to desert, shall suffer such punishment as shall be 
ordered by the sentence of a General Court-Martial. 

Art. ix. All Officers, of what condition soever, shall 
have power to part and quell all quarrels, frays, and dis- 
orders, though the persons concerned should belong to 
another Regiment, Troop, or Company, and either order 
Officers to be arrested, or Non-Commissioned Officers or 
Soldiers to be confined and imprisoned, till their proper Su- 
periour Officers shall be acquainted therewith; and who- 
ever shall refuse to obey such Officer, (though of an inferiour 
rank,) or shall draw his sword upon him, shall be punished 
at the discretion of a GeneralCourt-Martial. 

Art. x. No Officer or Soldier shall use any reproachful 
or provoking speeches, or gestures to another, nor shall 
presume to send a challenge to any person to fight a duel; 
and whoever shall knowingly and willingly suffer any per- 
son whatsoever to go forth to fight a duel, or shall second, 
promote, or carry any challenge, shall be deemed as a 
principal ; and whatsoever Officer or Soldier shall upbraid 
another for refusing a challenge, shall also be considered as 
a challenger ; and all such offenders, in any of these or 
such like cases, shall be punished at the discretion of a '"_ 
General Court-Martial. 

Art. xi. Every Officer commanding in quarters, or on 
a march, shall keep good order, and, to the utmost of his 
power, redress all such abuses or disorders which may be 
committed by any Officer or Soldier under his command ; 
if upon any complaint made to him, of Officers or Soldiers 
beating, or otherwise ill-treating any person, or of commit- 
ting any kind of riot, to the disquieting of the inhabitants of 
this Continent, he, the said Commander, who shall refuse 
or omit to see justice done on the offender or offenders, and 
reparation made to the party or parties injured, as far as 
the offender's wages shall enable him or them, shall, upon 
due proof thereof, be punished as ordered by a General 
Court-Martial, in such manner as if he. himself had com- 
mitted the" crimes or disorders complained of. 

Art, xii. If any Officer shall think himself to be wronged 
by his Colonel, or the Commanding Officer of the Regi- 
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ment, and shall, upon due application made to him, be re- 
fused to be redressed, he may complain to the General, or 
Commander-in-Chief of the Rhode-Island Forces, in order 
to obta'm.justice, who is hereby required to examine into 
said complaint and see that justice be done. 

Art. "xiii. If any inferiour Officer or Soldier shall think 
himself wronged by his Captain, or other Officer command- 
ing the Troop or Company to which he belongs, he is to 
complain thereof to the Commanding Officer of the Regi- 
ment, who is hereby required to summon a Regimental 
Court-Martial for the doing justice to the complainant, from 
which Regimental Court-Martial either party may, if he 
thinks himself still aggrieved, appeal to a General Court- 
TVlartial; but if, upon a second hearing, the appeal shall 
appear to be vexatious and groundless, the person so appeal- 
ing shall be punished at the discretion of the General Court- 
Marlial. 

Art. xiv, Whatsoever Non-Commissioned Officeror Sol- 
dier shall be convicted at a Regimental Court-Martial of 
having sold, or designedly, or through neglect, wasted the 
Ammunition, Anns, or Provisions, or other Military Stores 
delivered out to him to be employed in the service of this 
Colony, shall, if an Officer, be reduced to a Private Sen- 
tinel ; and if a Private Soldier, shall suffer such punishment 
as, shall be ordered, by a Regimental Court-Martial. 
.- Art. xv". All Non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers 
shall be allowed the limits of one mile from the place of 
encampment, unless the Commander-in-Chief shall think 
proper to mark out shorter limitations. Every Officer or 
Soldier found without those limits, without leave in writing, 
shall suffer such punishment as shall be inflicted by a Regi- 
mental Court-Martial. 

Art. xvi. No Officer or Soldier shall lie out of his quar- 
ters or camp without leave from the Commanding Officer 
of the Regiment, upon penalty of being punished accord- 
ing to the nature of his offence, by order of a Regimental 
Court-Martial. 

Art. xvii. Every Non-Commissioned Officer and Soldier 
shall retire to his quarters or tent at the beating of the retreat ; 
in default of which, he shall be punished according to the 
nature of his offence, by order of the Commanding Officer. 
, Art. xviii. No Officer, Non-Commissioned Officer, or 
Soldier, shall fail of repairing at the time fixed, to the place 
of parade, or exercise, or other rendezvous, appointed by 
the Commanding Officer, if not prevented by sickness, or 
some other evident necessity, or shall go from the said 
place of rendezvous, or from his guard, without leave from 
his Commanding Officer, before he shall be regularly dis- 
missed or relieved, on penalty of being punished according 
Jo the nature of his offence, by the sentence of a Regi- 
mental Court-Martial. 

Art. xix. Whatsoever Commissioned Officer shall.be 
found drunk on his guard, party, or other duty under arms, 
shall be cashiered for it; any Non-Commissioned Officer 
or Soldier so offending, shall suffer such punishment as shall 
be ordered by the sentence of a Regimental Court-Martial. 

Art. xx, Whatsoever Sentinel shall be found sleeping 
upon his post, or shall leave it before he shall be regularly 
relieved, shall suffer such punishment as shall be ordered 
by the sentence of a General Court-Martial. 

Art. xxi. Any person belonging to the Rhode- Island 
Army, who, by discharging of Fire-Arms, beating of Drums, 
or by any other means whatsoever, shall occasion false alarms 
in camp pr quarters, shall suffer such punishment as shall be 
ordered by the sentence of a General Court-Martial. 

Art, xxi i. Any Officer or Soldier who shall, without 
urgent necessity, or without leave of his superiour Officer, 
quit his platoon or division, shall be punished according to 
the nature of his offence, by the sentence of a Regimental 
Court-Martial. 

• Art, xxiii. No Officer or Soldier shall do violence, or 
offer any insult or abuse to any person who shall bring pro- 
visions or other necessaries tojjie camp or quarters of the 
Rhode-Island Army ; any Officer or Soldier so; offending, 
shall, upon complaint being made to the Commanding Offi- 
cer, suffer such punishment as shall be ordered by a Regi- 
fliental Court-Martial. 

Art. xxt?.- Whatsoever Officer or Soldier shall shame- 
fully abandon any Post committed to his charge, or shall 
speak words inducing others to do the like in time of an 
engagement, shall suffer death immediately. 



Art. xxv. Any person belonging to the Rhode-Island 
Army, who shall make known the watchword to any person 
who. is not entitled to receive it, according to the rulesand 
discipline of war, or shall presume to give a parole or watch- 
word different from what he received, shall suffer death, or 
such other punishment as shall be ordered by the sentence 
of a General Court-Martial. 

Art. xxvi. Whosoever, belonging to the Rhode-Island 
Army, shall relieve the enemy with Money, Victuals, or 
Ammunition, or shall knowingly harbour or protect an ene- 
my, shall suffer such punishment as by a General Court- 
Martial shall be ordered. 

Art. xxvii. Whosoever belonging to the Rhode-Island 
Army, shall be convicted of holding correspondence with, 
or of giving intelligence to the enemy, either directlyor 
indirectly, shall suffer such punishment as by a General 
Court-Martial shall be ordered. 

Art. xxviii. All Publick Stores, taken in the enemy's 
camp or magazines, whether of Artillery, Ammunition, 
Clothing, or Provisions, shall be secured for the use of the 
Colony of Rhode-Island. 

Art. xxix. If any Officer or Soldier shall leave his post 
or colours in time of an engagement, to go in search of 
plunder, he shall, upon being convicted thereof before a 
Genera] Court-Martial, suffer such punishment as by said 
Court-Martial shall be ordered. . . ~ 

Art. xxx. If any Commander of any Post, Intrench- 
ment, or Fortress, shall be compelled by the Officers or 
Soldiers under his command, to give it up to the enemy, or 
to abandon it, the Commissioned Officer, Non-Commis- 
sioned Officers, or Soldiers, who shall be convicted of hav- 
ing so offended, shall suffer death, or such other punishment 
as may be inflicted upon them by the sentence of a General 
Court-Marlial. 

Art. xxxi. All Sutlers and Retailers to a camp, and all 
persons whatsoever serving with the Rhode-Island Army 
in the field, though not enlisted Soldiers, are to be subject 
to the Articles, Rules, and Regulations of the Rhode-Island 
Army. " " " " 

Art. xxxii. No General Court-Martial shall consist of 
a less number than thirteen, none of which shall be under 
the degree of a Commissioned Officer, and the President 
shall be a Field-Officer ; and the President of each and 
every Court-Martial, whether General or Regimental, shall 
have power to administer an oath to every witness, in order 
to the trial of offenders ; and the Members of all CcSurts- 
Martial shall be duly sworn by the President, and the next 
in rank on the Court-Martial shall administer the* oath" to 
the President. 

Art. xxxiii. The Members both of General and Regi- 
mental Courts-Martial shall, when belonging to different 
Corps, take the same rank which they hold in the Army; 
but when Courts-Martial shall be composed of Officers of 
one Corps, they shall take their ranks according "'to their 
commissions, by which they are mustered in the said Corps. 

Art. xxxiv. All the Members of a Court-IVlartlal are 
to behave with calmness, decency, and impartiality, and in 
the giving of their votes, are to. begin with the youngest or 
lowest in commission. ;' '; 

Art. xxxv. No Field-Officer shall be tried by any per- 
son under the degree of a Captain ; nor shall any proceed- 
ings or trials be carried on excepting between the hours of 
eight in the morning and three in the afternoon, except in 
cases which require an immediate example. 

Art. xxxvi. The Commissioned Officers of every Regi- 
ment may, by the appointment of their Colonel or Com- 
manding Officer, hold Regimental Courts-Martial for the 
inquiring into such disputes or criminal matters as may come 
before them, and for the inflicting corporal punishments for 
small offences, ancTshall give judgment by the majority of 
voices; but no sentence shall be executed till the Com- 
manding Officer (not being a member of the Court-Marlial) 
shall have confirmed the same. 

Art. xxxvii. No Regimental Court-Marfial shall con- 
sist of less than five Officers, excepting in cases uher£ that 
number cannot be conveniently assembled, when three may 
be sufficient, who are likewise to determine upon tfie" sen- 
tence by the majority of voices, which sentence is" to be 
confirmed by the Commanding Officer, not being a member 
of the Court-Martial, 

Art. xxxviii. Every Officer commanding in any Fort, 
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Castle, or Barrack, or elsewhere, where the Corps under 
his command consists of detachments from different Regi- 
ments, or of independent Companies, may assemble Courts- 
Martial for the trial of offenders in the same manner as if 
they were Regimental, whose sentence is not to be executed 
till it shall be confirmed by the said Commanding Officer. 

Art. xxxix. No person whatsoever shall use menacing 
words, signs, or gestures, in the presence of a Court-Martial 
then sitting, or shall cause any disorder or riot, so as to dis- 
turb their proceedings, on the penalty of being punished at 
th,e„djscretipn pf.jhg.said Court-JVIartial . 

Art. xl. To the end that offenders may be brought to 
justice, whenever any Officer or Soldier shall commit a 
crime.deserying punishment, he shall, by his Commanding 
Officer, if an Officer, be put in arrest; if a Non-Commis- 
sioried Officer or Soldier, be imprisoned till he shall be either 
tried by a Court-Martial, or shall be lawfully discharged by 
proper authority. 

» Art. xli. JNo Officer or Soldier who shall be put in 
arrest or imprisonment, shall continue in his confinement 
more .than eight days, or till such time as a Court-Martial 
can be conveniently assembled. 

Art. xlii. No Officer commanding a guard, or Provost- 
Marshal, shall refuse to receive or keep any prisoner com- 
mitted to his charge by an Officer belonging to the Rhode- 
Island Forces: which Officer shall, at the same time, 
deliver an account in writing, signed by himself, of the 
crime withvvhich the said prisoner is charged. 

. Art, xljii. No Officer commanding a guard, or Provost- 
Marshal, shall presume to release any prisoner committed 
to his charge, without proper authority for so doing; nor 
shall he suffer any prisoner to escape on the penalty of 
being punished for it by the sentence of a General Court- 
Martial. 

Art. xliv. Every Officer or Provost-Marshal, to whose 
charge prisoners shall be committed, is hereby required, 
within twenty-four hours after such commitment, or as soon 
as he shall be relieved from his guard, to give in writing to 
the Colonel of the Regiment to whom the prisoner belongs 
(where the prisoner is confined upon the guard belonging 
to the, said Regiment, and that his offence only relates to 
the neglect of duty in his own Corps) or to the Commander- 
in-Chief, their names, their crimes, and the names of the 
Officers who committed them, on the penalty of being pun- 
ished for his disobedience .or neglect at the discretion of a 
General Court-Martial, .'_ 

.. Art. xxv. And if any Officer under arrest shall leave 
his confinement before he is set at liberty by the Officer 
who confined him, or by a superiour power, he shall be 
cashiered for it.. 

Art. xlvt. Whatsoever Commissioned Officer shall be 
convicted before a General Court-Martial of behaving in a 
scandalous, infamous manner, such as is unbecoming" the 
character of an officer and a gentleman, shall be discharged 
from the service. . - - - - 

Art, xlvii. All Officers, Conductors, Gunners, Ma- 
trosses, Drivers, or any other person whatsoever, receiving 
pay or hire in the service of the. Rhode-Island Artillery, 
shall be governed by the aforesaid Rules and Articles, and 
shall be subject to be tried by Courts-Martial in like man- 
ner with the Officers and Soldiers of the Rhode-Island 
Troops. 

Art. xlviij. For differences arising amongst them- 
selves, or in matters relating solely to their own Corps, the 
Courts-Martial may.be composed of their own Officers; 
but where a number sufficient of such Officers cannot be 
assembled, or in matters wherein other Corps are interested, 
the Officers, of Artillery shall sit in Courts-Martial with the 
Officers of llie other Corps. 

Art, xlix.. All crimes not capital, and all disorders and 
neglects which Officers and Soldiers may be guilty of, to 
the prejudice of good order and military discipline, though 
not mentioned in the Articles of War, are to be taken 
cognizance of by a General or Regimental Court-Martial, 
according to the nature and degree of the offence, and be 
punished at their discretlprj.; 

Art l. .No.CQurts jVIartial shall order any offender to be 
whipped, or receive more than thirty-nine stripes for any 
one offence. 

Art, li. The Field-Officers of each and every Regi- 
ment are to appoint some suitable person belonging to such 



Regiment to receive allsuch fines as may srise within the 
same, for any breach of any of the foregoing Articles, and 
shall direct the same to be carefully and properly applied 
to the relief of such sick, wounded, or necessitous Soldiers 
as belong to such Regiment ; and such person shall account 
with such Officer for all fines received and the application 
thereof. _ : 

Art. lii. All Members sitting in Courts-Martial shall 
be sworn by the President of said Courts, which President 
shall .himself be sworn by the Officer in said Court next in 
rank ; the Oath to be administered previous to their proceed- 
ing to the trial of any offender, in form following, to wit : 

" You, A. B., swear that you will well an_d.truly try, and 
impartially determine, the cause of the prisoner now to be 
tried, according to the Rules for regulating the Rhode-Island 
Army ; so help you God." 

Art. li ii. All persons called to give evidence in any 
case before a Court-Martial, who shall refuse to give evi- 
dence, shall be punished for such refusal at the discretion 
of such Court-Martial ; the Oath to be administered in the 
form following, to wit : ."..-_.■" 

"You swear the evidence you shall give in the case 
now in hearing, shall be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth ; so help you God," 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Committee. of Safety 
be, and they are hereby directed to charter two suitable 
Vessels for the use of the Colony, and fit out the same in 
the best manner to protect the trade of this Colony: That 
the said vessels be at the risk of the Colony, and be 
appraised before they are chartered by Messieurs Joseph 
Antony, Rufus Hopkins, and Cromel Child, or any two 
of them, who are also to agree for the hire of the said 
vessels: That the largest of the said vessels be manned 
with eighty men, exclusive of officers, and "be equipped 
with ten guns, (four-pounders,) fourteen Swivel Guns, a 
sufficient number of Small-Arms, and all necessary warlike 
stores: That the small vessel be manned with a number 
not exceeding thirty men : That the whole be included in 
the number of fifteen hundred men, ordered to be raised in 
this Colony, and be kept in 1 pay until the first day of De- 
cember next, unless discharged before by order ofthe Gene- 
ral Assembly : That they receive the same bounty and pay 
as the Land Forces, excepting that the First. and Second 
Lieutenants, and Master, receive the same payas the First 
Lieutenant of the Land Forces, and the under or petty 
Officers the same as Sergeants of the Army : And that the 
Lieutenant-General, Brigadier-General, and Committee of 
Safety, or the major part of them, have the. power of di- 
recting and ordering said vessels; and in ca.se it shall appear 
to them that the officers and men of the laid vessels can be 
more serviceable on shore than at sea, to order them on 
shore to defend the seaports in this Colony. 

And it is further Voted and Resolved, That the follow- 
ing Officers be and are hereby appointed to command the 
said vessels, to wit: Of the largest vessel, Abraham Whip- 
ple, commander, with the rank and power of Commodore 
of both vessels. ..„._.„.,,,.„„ 

John Grimes, First-Lieutenant. 

Benjamin Seabury, Second Lieutenant. 

William Bradford, of Providence, Master. 

Ebenezer Flagg, Quartermaster, at the wages of four 
Pounds, lawful money, per month. 



Of the smallest Vessel. 
Christopher Whipple, Commander, 
William Rhodes, Lieutenant, 

Whereas, William Potter, Esquire, presented unto this 

Assembly the following Memorial, to wit : 

To the Honourable the General Assembly of the Colony 
of Rhode-Island, at the session to be holden in East- 
Greenwich, on the second Monday in June, A. D. 

1775: " _ . :"'..; ^ "7" ," -7--- " 

I, W'illiam Potter, of SoutJi-Mingstourn, in "the County 
of King's County, in the Colony aforesaid, humbly shew.: 
That at a Session gf the Gen.eraj As?f.njbly held at Provi~ 
dence, on the twenty-second day of April last, an Act was 
passed for the raising, with, alt expedition anii despatch, 
fifteen hundred Men, as an Army of Observation, toTepel 
any insult or violence that might be offered to the inhabi- 
tants ; and also, if necessary for the safety and preserva- 



"*"'"*■"' ■-^•LMiLMau^., *.-«,.;-**Mm^*,,^,^. 



1159 



RHODE-rSLAND ASSEMBLY, JUNE, 1775. 



1160 



tion of the Colonies, to march out of this Colony, and join 
and co-operate with the Forces of the neighbouring Colo- 
nies ; against which Act I, as one of the Upper House of 
Assemhly, together with Joseph Wanton, Esquire, the then 
Governour, Darius Sessions, Esquire, the then Deputy- 
Governour, and Thomas Wickes, Esq., then also one of 
the same Upper House, did enter my Protest; which hath 
given much uneasiness to the good people of this Colony. 
To remove which, so far as respects myself, and as far as 
in me lieth, I beg leave to observe, that a rough draught 
was drawn up, and delivered to a person to be corrected ; 
which Protest, as the same now stands, appears to me to 
be .of .3 different import from my meaning at that time, 
and which, through the hurry attending the business before 
the House, was not so properly attended to as it might 
have been, and in. that haste was signed. It is true, I was 
against the passing of the. said Act at that time, as 1 con- 
ceived the Trade, and particularly the Town of Neivport, 
would be greatly distressed, which a little longer time 
might prevent ; and because it was known that the very 
respectable Assembly of the Colony. of Connecticut vvoulcT 
soon sit, of whose wise deliberations v;e~ might greatly 
avail ourselves. Theso wore the true reasons of my con- 
duct, however tiie contrary may appear from the Protest 
signed. JVo man hath ever been more deeply impressed 
with the calamities to which America is reduced, by a 
most corrupt Administration, than myself. No man hath 
more, exerted himself in private and publick life to relieve 
ourselves from our oppressions ; and no man hath held 
himself more ready to sacrifice his life and fortune in the 
arduous struggles now making throughout America for the 
preservation of out just rights and liberties ; and in these 
sentiments I am. determiner! to ]ivc _ and die. Sorry I am 
if any of the good people of this Colony should have con- 
ceived otherwise of me; and 1 greatly lament that the 
unguarded expressions in .that Protest should give cause 
therefor. Should I from thence lose the confidence, just 
hopes, and expectations of my countrymen of my future 
conduct in the arduous American struggles, it might create 
an uneasiness of mind for which nothing can ever com- 
pensate. But should this publick declaration ease the 
nijnds of my friends and the friends of liberty, and con- 
vince them of, my readiness to embark, to conflict with 
them in every difficulty, and against every opposition, until 
pur glorious cause shall be established upon the most firm 
Eind permanent basis, it will be a consideration that will 
afford me the highest satisfaction that human nature is 
capable of enjoying. I am, your Honours' most humble 
servant, _...'..-''. William Potter. 

And the said Memorial being duly considered, 
It is Voted and Rejolved, That the same be accepted ; 
that it is satisfactory ; and that the said William F otter be, 
and he is i hereby j reinstated in the favour of this General 
Assembly. 

Both House's being resolved in a Grand Committee, the 
gentlemen whose names are set down in the subsequent 
list were chosen to serve the Colony in the offices ascribed 
to their names respectively, to wit : 

William Bradford, Esquire,- Major-General of the 
Forces of this Colony. 

John Malbone, Esquire, Colonel of the Regiment of 
Militia in the County of Newport. 

James Angell, Esquire, Colonel of the First Regiment 
of Militia in the County a( Providence. 

Joseph Noyes, Esquire, Colonel of the First Regiment 
of Militia in the County of King's County. 

NathanicJ filartijt, Esquire, Colonel of the Regiment 
of Militja in the Counfy of Bristol. 

John Waterman, Esquire, Colonel of the First Regi- 
ment of Militia in the County of Kent. 

Chad _ Brown, Esquire, Colonel of the Second Regi- 
ment of Militia in the County of Providence, 

Robert Brown, Esquire, Colonel of the Second Regi- 
ment of Militia in the County of King's County. 

Stephen Potter, Esquire, Colonel of the Second Regi- 
ment of Militia in, t.he County of Kent, 

jChristopher Lippitt, Esquire, Colonel of the Third 
Regiment of Militia in the County of Providence, 

ijeorge Chmwplin, Esquire, LieutenantrColonel of the 
Regiment of Militia in the.Conhty of Newport, 



Jabez Bowen, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel of the First 
Regiment of Militia in the County of Providence. 

Jesse Champlin, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
First Regiment of Militia in the County of King's County. 

Thomas Gray, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel of the Re- 
giment of Militia in the County of Bristol. 

John Low, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel of the First 
Regiment of Militia in the County of Kent. 

Elisha Moiorey, Jun., Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
Second Regiment of Militia in the County of Providence. 

George Peirce, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel of the Second 
Regiment of Militia in the County of King's County. 

Nathaniel Brown, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
Second Regiment of Militia in the County of Kent. 

John Colwell, Jun., Esquire, Lieutenant-C olonel o f the 
Third Regiment of Militia in the County of Providence. 

John Coolfe, Esquire, Major of the Regiment of Mili- 
tia in the County of Newport. 

John Innis Clark, Esquire, Major of the First Regi- 
ment of Militia in the County of Providence. 

Jesse Maxson, Esquire, Major of the First Regiment of 
Militia in the County oTJting's County. 

Benjamin Bcsworth, Esquire, TVLajor of the Regiment 
of Militia in the County of Bristol. 

Joseph Fry, Esquire, Major of the First Regiment of 
Militia in the County of Kent. 

John Fislc, Esquire, Major of the Second Regiment of 
Militia in the County of Providence. 

Joshua Davis, Esquire, Major of the Second Regiment 
of Militia in the County of King's County. 

Archibald Kasson, Esquire, Major of the Second Regi- 
ment of Militia in the. County of Kent, 

Joseph Knight, Esquire, Major of the Third Regiment 
of Militia in the County of Providence. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That this General Assembly 
will join with the other Colonies in establishing Post- 
Officers and Post-Riders, in order to preserve an inter- 
course between the different Colonies, which will prove so 
beneficial to the publick as -well as to individuals : And 
that this Colony will, for the present, defray the expense 
of Post-Riders throughout this Colony, upon the usual 
Post Road. 

It is further Voted and Resolved, That Post-Offices 
be, and hereby are, established at the following places, to 
wit : At Newport, Providence, Bristol, Warren, Tower- 
Hill in South-Kingstown, and Westerly. And that the 
following persons be, and hereby are, appointed Postmas- 
ters, to wit: _- --— 

For Newport, Mr. Nathaniel Otis; Providence, Mr. 
John Carter; Bristol, Mr. Jonathan Russell; Warren, 
Mr. Shubael Burr; Toiver-Hill,Wr. 'Ray'SandsYWes- 
terly, Mr. Joshua Babcock, . 1. . 

It is further Voted, and Resolved, That the Rates and 
Duties for Postage of Letters be as follows, to wit: 

For any distance not exceeding 60 miles, - - 0s. 5^d. 
Upwards of 60 miles, and not exceeding 100 miles, 8 
Upwards 100 " " " 2KXT " D 10^ 

Upwards 200 ,{ « " 300 " 11 

Upwards 300 " " ~ «"- 40D ' <•' 14 

Upwards 400 " " " 500 "" 1 6| 

Upwards 500 " " '? 600 " 1 9 

Upwards 600 " ' r " 700 "20 

Upwards 700 " " " - 800 " 2 2J' 

Upwards 800 " " " 900 "2 5 

Upwards 900 " " " 1000 " 2 8 

The above Rates to be paid in lawful money of this 
Colony, and are for the postage of a Single Letter. They 
are to be doubled for all Double Letters ; trebled" for all. 
Treble Letters ; and for every ounce weight four times so 
much is to be charged as for a Single Letter. 

It is further Voted and Resolved, That Mr. Peter Mum- 
ford be, and he is hereby, appointed the Post-Rider from 
Newport to Providence; and Mr. Benjamin Mumford the 
Post-Rider from Newport to New- ■London-- And. that 
they neither receive nor deliver any Letters from any 
Post-Office heretofore established in this. Colony. 

It is further Voted and Resolved , That Messrs. Joshua 
Babcock, John Jenckes, William Bradford, and Joseph 
Anthony, be, and they are hereby appointed a Committee 
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to agree with the Postmasters and Post-Riders for their 
service, and to give directions for the setting off and return 
of the Post-Riders ; and that the Postmasters account to the 
said Committee for what they shall receive. 

It is further Voted and Resolved, That all Letters which 
die Post-Rider, for the time being, may receive, directed for 
the Town of Boston, shall be first post-paid, and submitted 
to the examination of the Commander-in-Chief of the 
American Forces at Cambridge, or of a Committee that 
may be appointed by the Provincial Congress of the Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, before they are permitted to go into Bos- 
ton; and that all Letters coming out of Boston, be submit- 
ted to the like examination. 

And it is further Voted and Resolved, That this Act 
shall continue in force until this Assembly shall make some 
further order relative to the same. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Letter written by his 
Honour the Deputy-Governour, to James Wallace, Esq., 
Commander of His Majesty's Ship Rose, and Captain 
Wallace's answer, be published in the next Newport Mer- 
cury, and Providence Gazette. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That Ten Thousand Pounds, 
in lawful money Bills of Credit, be struck off for the use 
of the. Colony ; that the same proportion of the different 
Bills be printed ; that they be signed by the same persons 
who signed the former emission, and in the same mariner; 
that they be completed and lodged in the General Treasu- 
ry, as soon as may be ; and that the Committee for signing 
the Bills procure the paper. 

The. Return of the Officers chosen to command tbeCom- 
pany of XTight-Infantry, in the County of Providence, was 
read in Council, and is as follows, to wit: 

John iH«/AeOT«m;~Captain ; Jonathan Ellis, First Lieu- 
tenant ; Thomas Truman, Second Lieutenant ; Asa Frank- 
Un^ Ensign. 

Which being duly considered by the Council, 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the said Officers be, and 
hereby are approved. 

The Return of the Officers chosen to command the Com- 
pany of Light-Infantry in the Town of Gloucester, was 
read in Council, and is as follows, to wit: 

Timothy Wilmarth, Jun., Captain ; David Richmond, 
First Lieutenant ; Enos Smith, Second Lieutenant ; Abra- 
hamTourteJhtj, Ensign. 

Which being duly considered by the Council, 

It is. Voted and ^Resolved, That the said Officers be, and 
hereby are approved, 

The .Return, of the Officers chosen to command the Com- 
pany^ of Sciiuate Hunters, in the Town of Sciluale, was 
"read in Council, and is as follows, to wit : 

Joseph Kimball, Jun., Captain ; Gideon Cornell, First 
Lieutenant ; Jonathan Smith, Second Lieutenant ; Ber- 
tram Rounds, Ensign. 

Which being duly considered by the Council, 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the said Officers be, and 
hereby are approved. 

An Ad to prevent Desertion from the Army of Observa- 
tion. 

Whereas, some of the Soldiers of the Army of Observation 
raised by this Colony have shamefully deserted from the 
encampment upon Jamaica Plains, in the Colony of the 
Massachusetts-Bay : For the prevention whereof for the 
future, 

Be it enacted by this General Assembly, and by the au- 
thority thereof it is enacted j That a reward of thirty Shil- 
lings, lawful money, be given and paid for the apprehend- 
ing and securing any Soldier in the pay of this Colony, who 
shall desert from his place of encampment, detachment, or 
other post he may be stationed at; and that every Soldier 
so apprehendecT be. sent back to his post or place of en- 
campmeht,~and^de]ive_red up to the Commanding Officer, 
to be punished._as_the. law, for regulating the said Army 
directs. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That in case "any person ishall harbour or secure any de- 
serter or desertersTfrom The said Army, or shall know of 
his or their haunt or place of abode, and shall not give in- 
formation thereof to. some. one of the Committee of Safety, 
or to the Sheriff, lils Deputy, or some other executive offi- 
cer, the person T3ff offending, upon due proof thereof being 



made, shall forfeit and pay, as a fine, the sum of five 
Pounds, lawful money, and costs of prosecution, for har- 
bouring or concealing, and the sum of three Pounds, lawful 
money, and costs of prosecution, for not giving information, 
to be recovered by bill, plaint, or information ; and that 
one third part of the said fines shall be paid to the inform- 
ers, and the other two third parts be lodged in the Town 
Treasury where such deserter is an inhabitant, to be paid 
out for the support of the soldiers, or their families, who 
may be disabled in the service. -_.■...-_.-- 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the Committee of Safety, upon information being 
.given them by any Officer of the .said Army, of a deserter 
or deserters, with proper descriptions by which they may 
be known, shall forthwith furnish the Sheriff, his Deputy, 
or some other executive officer, with the name or names of . 
such deserter or deserters, with his or their marks or. de- 
scriptions, who is hereby commanded to make diligent 
search after the person or persons so deserting, and to ap- 
prehend and secure him or them, until he or they can be 
conveyed back to his or. their quarters. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the Sheriff, his Deputy, or any other officer, who shall 
go in search of any deserter or deserters, may take what 
aid and assistance they shall think necessary ; that all .the 
costs and charges of apprehending, securing, and returning 
to his or their post, any deserter or deserters, shall be paid 
by such deserter or deserters ; and that the wages of every 
deserter shall stop from the day of desertion until his re- 
turn to duty. - ..._.-. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That a copy of this Act be inserted in the Neivport Mer- 
cury, and Providence Gazette. 

The Return of the Officers chosen to command the Com- 
pany of North- Providence Rangers, in the County of Pro- 
vidence, was read in Council, and is as follows, to wit : 

Joseph Olney, Captain ; Joseph Randall, Lieutenant ; 
Thomas Olney, Junior, Ensign. 

Which being duly considered by the Council, 

It is Voted and Resolved, That tlie said Officers be, and 
they are hereby approved. - : 

Whereas, Thursday, the 20th day of July next, is re- 
commended by the honourable the Continental Congress 
to be observed as a day of Publick Fasting and Prayer 
throughout the Colonies: It is, therefore, 

Jfoted and Resolved, That his Honeur the: Deputy 
Govemour be, and he is hereby requested to issue a Proc- 
lamation, to be published in the Newport Mercury, and 
Providence Gazette, earnestly recommending the same to 
be religiously observed by the inhabitants of this Colony. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That his Honour the Deputy- 
Governour be, and he is hereby requested to write an an- 
swer to the Letter from the Delegates of this Colony at 
the Continental Congress, and to transmit to them a copy 
of the proceedings of this Assembly. 

It is Voted and Resolved. That the Secretary publish 
the Acts and Orders now made and passed, by beat of 
drum, in the Town of Providence, within ten days after 
the rising of this Assembly; and in thirty, send copies 
thereof to the several Sheriffs in this Colony, by them to 
be transmitted to the Town Clerks of the .Towns in their 
respective Counties; and that this Assembly be, and here- 
by is adjourned to the third Monday in August next, then 
to meet in the Town of Providence, 

God s'ave the King. 

Published according to. order, on Tuesday, the 27th day 
of June, A. D., 1775, by 

Henry Wajid, Secretary. 

At the General Assembly of the Governour and Com- 
pany or the English Colony of Rhode-Island and Provi- 
dence Plantations, in New-England, in America, begun 
and bolden (in consequence of Warrants issued by his 
Honour the Deputy-Governour) at Providence, within and 
for the Colony aforesaid, on Wednesday, the twenty-eighth 
day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-five, and fifteenth of the reign of His 
Most Sacred Majesty George the Third, by the grace of 
God, King of Great Britain, and so forth: .-"--. 
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Present : The Honourable Nicholas Cooke, Esquire, De- 
puty-Governour ; Ambrose Page, Esq. ; John Sayles, Jun., 
Esq. ; John Jcpson, Esq. ; James Arnold, Jun., Esq. ; 
Jonathan Randall, Esq. ; Peter Phillips, Esq. ; Joseph 
Hazard, Esq. ; Assistants. The Secretary. 

Deputies from the several Towns. 
The Honourable Metcalf Bowler, Esquire, Speaker. 

Newport . — Mr. John Wanton, (son of Gideon,) Mr. 
Thomas Freebody. 

Providence. — Mr. John Jenckes. Mr. John Smith, Col. 
John Mathewson. 

Portsmouth. — John Shearman, Esquire. 

Warwick. — William Greene, Esq., Mr. Jacob Greene, 
Colonel John hour: ~ 

Westerly. — Joshua Babcock, Esq., Mr. James Rhodes. 

N.ew-Shoreham. — (None.) 

North-Kingstown. — John Northup, Esq., Major Syl- 
vester Gardner. 

South-Kingstown.. — Carder Hazard, Esquire. 

East-Greenwich. — Mr. Allen Johnson. 

Jamestown,—- Captain Samuel Carr. 

Smithfield.— DanieZ Mowry, Jun., Esq., Stephen Whip- 
ple, Esquire. 

Scituate. — Rufus Hopkins, Esquire. 

Gloucester.— Silas Williams, Esq;, Mr. Daniel Owen. 

Charlestown. — -(None.) 

West-Greenwich;— -William Nichols, Esquire, Thomas 
Gorton, Esquire. 

Coventry.— Jo hn Rice, Esquire. 

Exeter.- — George Peirce,. Esquire. 

Middletown. — (None.) 

Bristol. — Major-General William Bradford, Major Ben- 
jamin Bosworth. 

TivEBTONi-^-Major John Cooke. 

Littee-Compton. — Captain Thomas Brownell, William 
Richmond, Esquire. 

Warren.— Mr. Cromwel Child. 

Cumberland,— John Dexter, Esq., Jeremiah Whipple, 
Esquire. 

Richmond. — George Webb, Esq., Capt. Richard Bailey. 

Cranston.— (None.) 

HppKiNTON. — (None.) 

Jqhnsjton.-— Mr. Emmor Olney, Mr. Ebenezer Sprague. 

NoTiTH-PRovipEN]CE,----Mr. Joseph Olney, Major Thomas 
. Olney. -=s ^ _.„ 

tixnRmGTQN.r-^Co]. Nathaniel Martin, Mr. Thomds'AUln. 
'■•.•"•' Josia.s Lyndon, Clerk of the Lower House. 

In Council was read the Return of the Officers chosen to 
command the company of Pawiuxet Rangers, in the Towns 
of lYarwick %n& Cranston, which is as follows, to wit: 
. Samuel Alcorn, Captain ; Benjamin Arnold, First Lieu- 
tenanll Rhodes Arnold, Second Lieutenant; Stephen 
• Greene, Ensign. 

Which being duly considered by the Council, 
~ \t is Voted and 'Resolved, That the said Officers be, and 
they afe hereby, approved. 

• It ijJPpted^ and Resolved, That six Companies, consist- 
ing of sixty men each, including officers, be immediately 
raised jn this Colony, in addition to those already ordered 
to be raised ; tha.l_tn.ey be equipped with Arms, Ammuni- 
tion, and all other necessaries ; that two Companies be added 
to each Regiment now in the service of this Colony, and 
encamped near Boston;. that as soon as twenty men in a 
company shalLJie raised, they be sent forward, under the 
care of one commissioned officer, and the whole as soon as 
possible ; that the same bounty and wages be allowed to 
them as to. those already raised; and that, to defray the 
expense thereof, ten thousand Pounds, in lawful money 
bills, he emitted, and signed in the same manner and pro- 
portion as the .first emission, excepting that the bills now 
ordered to be etpjtr.gjj be Tsigned in the following manner, 
to wit; all tjip bills, .of five. Shillings, and upwards, by three 
signers ; and all under, by two signers. 

An Act to repeal an Act, intituled, An Act for regulating 
-Appeals to His Majesty in Council,in Great Britain. 
- Be, .?' . eMcted by this General Assembly, and. by the 

authority thereof it is enacted, That the Act intituled an 



Act for regulating Appeals to His Majesty in Council, in 
Great Britain, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Act to prevent the 
Honourable Joseph Wanton, Esq., from acting as Govern- 
our of this Colony, until the oath of office shall be admin- 
istered to him in open General Assembly, with trie consent 
of the Assembly, &c, which was passed at the Session held 
on the first Wednesday in May last, and continued by an 
Act passed at the Session held on the second Monday in 
June instant, be continued, and remain in force, until the 
rising of this Assembly, at the next Session : and that a 
copy of this AcTbe~inserteu~in WeN^ewport Mercury, and 
Providence Gazette. \ . = ; 

Whereas, it is absolutely necessary, for the well govern- 
ing and exerting the force of an Army, that the same should 
be under the direction of a Commander-in-Chief : 

It is therefore Voted and Resolved, TTbat the Army of 
Observation raised by this Colony, during the operations of 
the present campaign, be under the command and direc- 
tion of the Commander-in-Chief of the combined Ameri- 
can Army, stationed in the Province of the Massachusetts- 
Bay; and that the Secretary transmit a copy of this Act 
to the Commander-in-Chief of the combined American 
Army ; and to the Brigadier-General of the Rhode-Isjand 
Troops. " : -.-_. ... - 

It is Voted and Resolved, That his Honour the Deputy - 
G.overnour be, and he is hereby, requested to write an 
answer to the Letter from the Governour of Connecticut ; 
and to the Speech of the Oneida Tribe of Indians to the 
four New-England Colonies. ~ . "~-~~ ~' r ~. ~ 

It is Voted and Resolved, That Messrs. JabczChamplin, 
James Angell, Metcalf Bowler, John Waterman, James 
Rhodes, John Sands, Sylvester Gardner, John Haivkins, 
Allen Johnson, Benjamin Underwood, Elisfia Mowry, 
Jun., Rufus Hopkins, Asa Kimbal, Joseph Stanton, Jun., 
Thomas Gorton, Stephen Potter, George Peirce, John 
Barker, Benjamin Bosworth, John Cooke, Thomas Brow- 
nel, Cromel Child, John Dexter, George Webb, Richard 
Searle, Abel Tanner, Emmor Olney, Thomas Olney, and 
Thomas Allen, be, and they are hereby, appointed and 
directed to take an account, as soon as may be, of the 
Powder, Arms and Ammunitian, in the several Towns in 
this Colony in ^vhicb they respectively dwell, Including 
private as well as publick stock : that they be, and hereby 
are, directed and empowered to go to the house of each 
person in their respective Towns, to take an account of the 
Powder, Arms and Ammunition ; that They make report to 
his Honour the Deputy-Governour, that he may transmit 
an account thereof to the Continental Congress ; and also 
make report to this Assembly, at the next Session ; and 
that in case any of the persons hereby appointed shall 
refuse to serve, the members of the General Assembly, of 
the Town m which the person so refusing dwells, appoint 
another in his stead, who will undertake. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Committees of In- 
spection in the several Towns in this Colony be, and they 
are hereby, appointed to collect all the Saltpetre and Brim- 
stone in the respective Towns wherein they dwell, at the 
charge of the Colony, and send the samewith all possible 
despatch to the Committee of Inspection for the Town of 
Providence, by them to be immediately forwarded to the 
Provincial Congress at New-York._ 

It is Voted and Resolved, That Captain Joseph. Stan- 
ton, Jun., be, and he is. hereby, appointed one of the Com- 
mittee of Safety for the County of King's County, in 
respect to the Soldiers now ordered to be raised by this 
Assembly. ■".:.-.-. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Gunner, and all the 
Soldiers, at Fort George, be immediately discharged ; that 
Mr. Thomas Freebody have the care of theTkiildino's on 
Goat-Island, and let them out ; that he liale up the Fort- 
boat, take particular care. of. her, and preserve her for the 
use of the Colony; that he procure" the Cannon tp.be 
brought over from the Fort to Newport; and that he ad- 
vertise the Guns which, were stolen from, the Fort. 

In Council was read the Return of the Officers chosen 
to command the Providence Gr enad ier Company, and is 
as followeth, to wit : ._ ..... J ..=_~l._L = .:~ ._..,. "=._ ._,__ ,, " ._ .- 

Jonathan Arnold, Captain; -Zephaniah Andrews, First 
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Lieutenant; Ezekiel Burr, Second Lieutenant; Simeon 
Thayer Ensign; John Spurr, Adjutant. 
._ _ Whijjjh bejng duly considered by the Council, 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the said Officers be, and 
hereby are, approved. 

Both Houses being joined in a Grand Committee, chose 
the following Officers, to wit : 

Officers to command the six additional Companies to the 
Army of Observation. 

Ebenezer Flagg, Captain, Joseph Perry, Lieutenant, 
Noel Allen, Ensign, of the Eighth Company, to be raised 
in the Counties of Newport and Bristol. 

Thomas Gray, Captain, Lemuel Bailey, Lieutenant,' 
William, Southworth, Ensign, of the Ninth Company, to 
be raised in the Counties of Newport and Bristol. 

Levi Tower, Captain, Silas Talbut, Lieutenant, Reu- 
ben Sprague, Ensign, of the Ninth Company, to be raised 
in the County of Providence. 

Israel Gorton, Captain, James Williams, Lieutenant, 
Joseph Harris, Ensign, of the Tenth Company, to be 
raised in the County of Providence. 

Ethan Clarke, Captain, Thomas Cole, Lieutenant, John 
Woodmansie, Ensign, of the Ninth Company, to be raised 
in. the Counties of King's County and Kent. 

Christopher Smith, Captain, Thomas Sweet, Lieuten- 
ant, Oliver Tefft, Ensign, of the Tenth Company, to be 
raised in the Counties of King's County and Kent. 

Officers in the Trained Bands, or Companies of Militia. 

Reuben Ballou, Ensign of the Second Company, in the 
Town of Cumberland, in room of Levi Ballon, who refused. 

Comfort Wheaton, Captain, Nehemiah Sioeet, Lieuten- 
ant, John Demont, Ensign, of the First Company, in the 
Town of Providence. 

Elijah Bacon, Captain, Nathaniel Frothingham, Lieu- 
tenant, James Burrill, Ensign, of the Second Company, 
in, the. Town of Providence, , . - - 

Robert Potter, Captain, (in the room of Thomas Bis- 
iell, Jun., who declined,) Timothy Deane, Lieutenant, 
Samuel Thomas, Jun., Ensign, (in. the room of Robert 
Potter, advanced,) of the Third Company, in the Town 
pf North-Kingstown. 

Joseph Jencjc.es. Captain, Sylvanus Bucklin, Lieutenant, 
Samuel Hills, Ensign, of the First Company, in the Town 
of Smithfield. 

Thomas Aldrich, Captain, Elijah Arnold, Lieutenant, 
Peleg Arnold, Ensign, of the Second Company, in the 
Town.of Smithfield. 

Nehemiah Smith, Captain, Job Mowry, Lieutenant, 
James Smith, Ensign, of the Third Company, in the 
Town of Smithfield. 

Mr. Solomon Souihwic.k, Postmaster for Neivport, in 
the room of Mr. Nathaniel Otis, who is removed out of 
the Colony. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That Mr. Job Watson be, 
and he is hereby, appointed a Post at Tower-Hill, to give 
intelligence to, the. Northern Counties, in case any squadron 
of. Ships shall be seen off; that in case of an alarm, the 
NbriJi.ern.Counties.be, and they are hereby, ordered to 
march to .the Town of Providence; that a Proclamation 
be immediately issued by his Honour the Deputy-Govern- 
our, commanding every man in the Colony, able to bear 
aims, to equip himself completely with Armsand Ammu- 
nition, according to law j and that the Town of Providence 
fix a beacon on the hill to the eastward of the said Town, 
to alarm tire country, in case of an invasion. 

Art Act for Enlisting" one fourth part of the Militia of 
the, : Colony as Minute- Men. 

_B_e it enacted by this General Assembly, and by the au- 
thority thereof it is enacted. That one quarter part of the 
Militia of this Colony beenlisted as Minute-men, to meet 
together, and exercise ; themselves in military discipline, 
half a day, once, in every Jbrtqight ; and that the following 
persons be, and hereby are, appointed in the several Towns 
to enlist them, "to' wit : 
Newport. — The Captains of the several Companies of 

Militia. 
Providence. — Messrs. John Demont, and Nathaniel Fro- 
thingham. ■ 



Portsmouth .—Mr. Burrington Anthony. 

Warwick. — Messrs. Malachi Hammet, Reuben Wight- 
man, and Thomas Rice, (son of Thomas.) 

Westerly.; — Messrs. George Sheffield, Benjamin Hull, 
and Joseph Stillman, 

New-Shoreham. — The Captain of the Company of Mili- 
tia. ■_ .. --.__.. _ ._ '_:'_"_ - 

North-Kingstown. — Messrs. Charles TiUinghast, Jona- 
-than Vaughan, and Ezekiel Gardner, Junior. 

South-Kingstown. — Messrs. Peleg Babcock, and. John 
Wait. 

East-Greenwich.— Messrs. Allen Johnston, and William 
Arnold. 

Jamestown.; — The Captain of the Company of Militia. 

Smithfield. — Messrs. Andrew Waterman, Luke Arnold, 
_ and Peleg Arnold. 

Gloucester.— Messrs. John Wells, Gideon Burgess, Aa- 
ron Winsor, and Samuel Mayes. ' : ~ . v"_ 

Charlestown. — Messrs. Axtgustus Stanton, and Beriah 
Lewis. : _ . " __ 

West-Greenwich. — Messrs.. Eltazer Carr, Jeremiah 
Austin, and John Mathewson, Junior. 

Coventry. — Messrs. Archibald Kasson, Yelverton Wait , 
Stutely Hudson, and Benjamite Greene. 

Exeter. — Mr. George Peirce. ."._-:_ 

Middletown. — The Captain of the Company of Militia. 

Bristol. — Mr. Benjamin Bosworth. 

Tiverton.- — Messrs. Joseph Almy, and Pardon Cooke. 

Little-Compton. — Mr. Peres Richmond. 

Warren. — Mr. William Barton. 

Cumberland. — Messrs. Elisha Waterman, and Elias 
Philbrook. 

Richmond. — Mr. Simeon Clarke, Junior. 

Cranston. — Messrs. Andrew Harris, William Potter, and 
the Captain of the Third Company. 

Hopkinton. — Messrs. Thomaj] Wells, (the Third') and 
Oliver Davis. _ _' _ .. ;.; 

Johnston. — Messrs. William Hawkins, and Joseph Wa- 
terman. - '.'_...": 

North-Providence. — Mr. Job Olney. 

Barrington. — Mr. Luther Martin. 

And be it further enacted by the aut/iority aforesaid, 
That in case an^' of the persons hereby appointed shall 
refuse, to serve, the Deputies of the several Towns to 
which they belong be, and they hereby are, empowered to 
appoint others in their stead. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the following be the form of the. Enlistment for the 
said Minute-men, to wit : 

" Colony of Rhode-Island, fyc: 

" We, the subscribers, voluntarily enlist ourselves to serve 
as Minute-men, in the service of this Colony, to be under 
the immediate command of our superiouT Officers, and 
subject to the law of this Colony Tor regulating the 
Minute-men." 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the persons who are hereby appointed to enlist the 
said Minute-men, return the names of the persons, they 
shall so enlist unto the Deputies who live within their re- 
spective Regiments; that the said Deputies, or the' major 
part of them, be, and hereby Tire, empowered to form them 
into Companies, each to consist of as many men as they 
shall think proper and direct, and also to appoint Officers 
over them ; and that they return the names of the Officers 
they shall appoint to his Honour the Deputy-Govefnour, . 
to be commissio.ned by the Secretary, in the sanic manner 
that. the other Officers have been commissioned. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
Thatlhe said Minute-men march for the defence of the 
Colony, when and as often as they shall be called upon by 
the. Colonel of the Regiment to which they respectively 
belong; ajid that the Lieutenant-General and Major-Gen- 
eral of the Colony be, and they are hereby, authorized and 
empowered to march them out of the Colony, whenever 
they, or either of. them, shall think it necessary. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the following wages be allowed and paid out of the 
General Treasury to the said officers and men, to wit: for 
every time they shall meet and exercise," each Captain 
shall receive two Shillings and jix.Penc.g lawful mpney; 
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each Lieutenant and Ensign, two Shillings, lawful money; 
.and each other person one Shilling lawful money ; and 
when they march for the defence of the Colony, or out of 
the Colony, each Captain shall receive six Shillings lawful 
money per day; each Lieutenant five Shillings lawful money 
per day ; each Ensign four Shillings lawful money per day ; 
and eaclLAlher person three Shillings lawful money per day; 
and shall, ajso be billeted at the charge of the Colony : and 
that the Commanding Officer make his, return once a month 
to the Committee of Safety, and draw the money. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the several Independent Companies in this Colony, 
or snc_h of .them _as . shall thin]? proper, form themselves 
into Companies of Minute-men, under the same regula- 
tion and command as above mentioned, and exercise and 
do duty in the same manner ; and that they receive the 
same.pay and allowance. 

And be_ it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the Secretary, as soon as may be, transmit copies of 
this Act to the several Sheriffs in the Colony, who are 
hereby directed to forward them by the first safe hands, to 
the persons appointed to enlist the said Minute-men in their 
respective Counties. 

It is Voted and Resolved] That Mr. John Martin be, 
and he is hereby, appointed a Surgeon to the Rhode-Island 
Brigade; that he do all the services in said Brigade that 
his capacity will admit of; and that he be allowed for the 
same the monthly wages of nine Pounds lawful money. 



It is Voted and Resolved, That Captain John Grimes 
be, and, he is hereby, appointed Commander of the small 
Sloop chartered by the Colony, in the room of Captain 
Christopher Whipple, who refused; that all other vacan- 
cies, in either of the Sloops chartered by the Colony, be 
filled up by the Committee of Safety ; and that the Offi- 
cers be commissioned by the Secretary of this Colony. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That when the places of any 
commissioned Officers^in the t Army of Observation, raised 
by this Colony, shall happen to be vacant, the Brigadier- 
General of the said Array, with the advice of the Field- 
bfficers thereof, fill up all such vacancies with Officers ; 
who shall have full power to act by virtue of such appoint- 
ment, until his Honour the Deputy-Go vernour shall send 
them Commissions, signed by the Secretary. _ 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Secretary publish 
the Acts and Orders now made and passed by beat of drum, 
in the Town of Providence, in ten days after the rising of 
thjs Assembly, and within thirty send copies thereof Jo (lie 
Sheriffs of the several Counties in this Cplony, by them to 
be transmitted to t±eTp\vn-Clerksjnjhejr respective Coun- 
ties; and that this Assembly be. and hereby is, adjourned 
until the third Monday in August next, then to meet in the 

Town of Providence. .. 

God save the King. 

Published according to order, on Monday, the tenth day 

of July, A.D. 1775, by '" ■ 

J Henry Ward, Secretary. 



PENNSYLVANIA ASSEMBLY. 

Monday, June 19, 1775, P. M. 

Mr. Speaker, with twenty-three Members, met pursuant 
1p adjournment ; and a quorum not appearing, they ad- 
journed to three o'clock to-morrow afternoon.. 

Tuesday, June 20, 1775. 

A quorum riiet, pursuant to the adjournment of last 
night. _ . .. . 

Ordered, That Mr. Brown and Mr. Edmonds wait on 
the Governpur, and acquaint him that the House are met, 
pursuant to. their adjournment, and ready to receive any 
business he may be pleased to lay before them. 

-.'.'■' Wednesday, June 21, 1775, 

- The House met pursuant to their adjournment. 

The Members appointed to wait on the Governour with 
the Message of last night, reported they had delivered the 
same according to order ; and that his Honour was pleased 
to say, he had no business at present to lay before the 

House. _ 

A Petition from a number of inhabitants near Head's 
Creek, In tlie Townships of Chestnut-Hill and Domencing, 
in Northampton County, was presented to the House, and 
read, complaining of. great inconveniences suffered by the 
petitioners, from a saw-mill dam erected on the said creek, 
obstructing the navigation thereof, and praying relief. 

Ordered to lie on the table. ; , 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House, a Letter from Benja- 
min Franklin, Esquire, Agent for this Province in London, 
dated the." jfSlh of February last, enclosing a list. of six Acts 
of the General Assembly of this Province, presented to 
His Majesty in Council the 14th, of the sarpe month, re- 
spectively 'intituled, and passed, as follows, viz: 

No. 1 , ,T An £.ct. for the relief pf Samuel Sweet, a lan- 
guishing prisoner "in the Gaol ,"of Philadelphia ; and Thomas 
Bamford, a languishing prisoner in the Gaol of Lancaster 
County, -with ■'respect to the imprisonment of, their per- 
sons;" passed "the 28th of September, 1.773. 

No.' 2. '" A" Act for the support of the 'Government of 
this Province, and payment of the Publick Debts ;" passed 
the same; day. 

No. 3. i' An Act, to prevent counterfeiting the Paper 
Moneys of other Colonies ;" passed the same day. 

No. 4. '' An Act to. continue an Act intituled ' An Act 
to amend the Act intituled An Act tp prevent the ex- 
portation; of Bread and Flour not merchantable ;' ." passed 
the 23d of July] 1774." . ' . 

No. 5. :< Ah Act for lending the sum of Eight Hundred 



Pounds to the several and respective Counties of Bedford, 
Northumberland, and Westmoreland, for building a Cqnrt- 
House and Prison in each of the said. Cpujjtjes;" passed 
the same day. , 

No. 6. ".An Act for the. support of .the Government ...of 
this Province, and payment of the Publick Debts ;" passed 
the 29th of September, 1774. '-"■'." .."..-."""-"■' 

AH which Acts are herewith most humbly presented this 
14th day of February, 1775, by me, Henry Wilmoi, Agent 
for the Proprietaries of Pennsylvania. ~ .. . : ;;: _. 

Upon motion, Ordered, That Mr.Gray, Mr. Hillegas, 
Mr. Rodman, Mr. Pearson, Mr. Wayne, Mr. Ross, Mr. 
Sivoope. Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Edmonds, Mr. Hunter, 
and Mr. Dougherty, be a Committed Jo prepare and bring 
in a Bill for striking the sum of Twenty-Two Thousand 
Pounds, in Bills of Credit, to be sunk," by the excise? on 
spirituous liquors. . . ... .___ .;...". .._._-..."" .;.",..'..,. 

.. Thursday, June 22, 1775, P. M. , 

The House met, and adjourned.to five o'clock, P. M, ._■■■ 

The Committee appointed to prepare and bring Tn a 
Bill for striking the sum of Twepty-T wo Thouiand, Poinds, 
in Bills of Credit, to be sunk by the .excise fqh spirituous 
liquors, reported an essay for that purpojev rntituled "JAn 
Act for the support of the Government of tliis^ Province, 
and payment of the Publick Debts ;" which waszread. the 
first time, and ordered to lie oiijthe table^jCpr. a seqond 
reading. " ^_-.^-- ■.---. ■■ ■■:■■ ■•..■-■?-=;■--■■ ■.::_-- = -^ ; - ■:■ 

::^Iv-;^iday, Jimp 233775; 

-The Bill intituled " An Act .for the;suppoTt of the Gov- 
ernment of this Province, and payment" of the Publick 
Debts," being read the second tinie, and debated by para- 
graphs, was ordered to be tianscribcd foi. ajhjrd leading.. 

A Petition and Memoiial from the, Cqmmjttee j)f the 
City and Libeitios of Philadelphia, was presented to the 
House, and read, setting forth, that the petitioners, leflect- 
ing upon the great and imminent danger to which the lib- 
erties of America arc exposed, b\ the open and dcclaicd 
detejmination. of the British AHnj^try to enforce ceitaw 
cruel and oppressive Acts of Pailianjenl; and" contempla- 
ting thpse mournful events which have ahead) happened, 
as well as those which may happen, duiina this iinpmtant 
struggle, have been induced to form ami. recomniend, a 
Military Association within this City and Liboities , that, 
in forming such Association, thev have extended their views 
beyond a mere paiade and useless sjiow ; and animated 
with a lively sense of the inestimable value,_of„the „ bless- 
ings of civil libeity themselves, they have endeavoured to 
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inculcate upon others 'the necessity of defending and sup- 
porting them by actual service, if the exigency of publick 
affairs should require it ; that, under these circumstances, 
they find various difficulties, which require the aid and as- 
sistance of the honourable House. Reposing, therefore, 
the fullest confidence in the virtue and spirit of their Re- 
presentatives, they beg leave to lay before them several 
particulars, which seem, in a peculiar manner, to claim their 
attention and.regard, viz : 

That, in the first place, there are great numbers of able- 
bodied men, who have acquired some skill in the use of 
arms, and, in case of necessity, would proceed to actual 
service ; but their situation and circumstances in life (many 
having families, and others not sufficient ability to support 
themselves) forbid their entering into any engagements of 
this nature; and in case of an actual call, their ardour and 
readiness to devote themselves to their Country's service 
Would be damped, if not extinguished, by the alarming 
consideration of leaving their families subject to want at 
home, and experiencing all the difficulties of unpaid Troops 
while in the field. The petitioners, therefore, humbly sub- 
mit to the honourable House, that as there is the highest 
reason and justice that all the members of the community, 
who are equally interested in the preservation and security 
of our common liberties, should contribute to the assistance 
and support of those who_ take a more active, laborious, 
and dangerous part, it would be highly proper that a vote 
of credit should be passed, ascertaining and promising suit- 
able pay and subsistence to such officers and soldiers as 
shall solemnly engage to go into actual service, if required ; 
and who shall, in case of necessity and publick danger, 
comply with such engagements, by meeting at any rendez- 
vous appointed, and performing such military duty as shall 
be deemed necessary, and may be demanded "of them. 
And that such provision may be extended to camp equi- 
page, wagons for transporting baggage, and such other 
necessaries as actual field duty shall require. That the 
petitioners, on this subject, would only add, that the pro- 
vision here requested, is no more than that made by the 
Militia-laws in England, and the neighbouring Provinces, 
in case of invasion or insurrection, and by all judicious and 
sensible men deemed absolutely necessary, to give effica- 
cy, spirit, vigour; and success to any military association 
whatever. 

That, in the second place, the petitioners beg leave to 
lay before the honourable House the very naked and de- 
fenceless state of this,City and Harbour, now in its turn 
become the frontier, and exposed to equal dangers and dif- 
ficulties, from_which it has, at different times, cheerfully 
contributed to rescue the more distant parts of the Prov- 
ince. Vain are all our military operations ; useless and 
lost the sums of money generously given by this honourable 
House for our defence, if a single ship of war may proceed, 
without any interruption, to the very front of the City, and 
impose such terms of surrendering our arms, or contribu- 
tions of money and provisions, as will reduce us to the 
melancholy alternative of a disgraceful compliance, or ex- 
posing the City to certain destruction. That great quanti- 
ties of large cannon and some stores lay in useless heaps 
in various parts of this City, which skilful persons have 
judged might, at no great expense, be so employed as to 
make our situation much more secure than it is at present ; 
besides which, there are many other devices calculated for 
obstructing the passage of rivers and harbours, well worthy 
of immediate attention, if some suitable provision could be 
made for defraying the expense which would be incurred 
by so essential a service. 

That, in the third place, the petitioners earnestly recom- 
mend to the patronage and assistance of the honourable 
House, a manufacture of that valuable and necessary article, 
Saltpetre. While dependant on a precarious supply from 
beyond sea, and that under the restraints which our cruel 
oppressors have laid or procured, our situation is truly 
alarming; but should success happily attend the infant 
manufactory promoted and formed by the petitioners, it 
may be extended so as to bid defiance to all the schemes 
of our enemies to deprive us of the necessary means of 
defence, and afford the fairest prospect of relief from our 
present difficulties ani distress. _ 

Besides these particular objects, which, with all due 
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respect, the petitioners submit to the consideration of the 
honourable House, they beg leave to add, that in times so 
critical and important, when the fate of our Country, the 
safety and security of all which can make life valuable or 
desirable to a free citizen, is suspended ; when every day 
brings with it some event of a most interesting nature, par- 
ticular and unforeseen exigences and damages arise, which 
require immediate attention, and incur an immediate ex- 
pense. That the petitioners, therefore, submit to the con- 
sideration of the House the necessity and propriety of 
appointing persons out of their own body, or in conjunc- 
tion with others, as a Committee of Safety and Defence, 
with discretionary powers, upon the credit, and under the 
control of the House, to act on such emergencies ; to ap- 
propriate such publick moneys as may be already raised, 
or to raise such further sums upon credit, or otherwise, as 
the alarming situation of the Province may require. 

Signed by order, and in behalf of the Committee of the 
City and Liberties of Philadelphia. 

Joseph Reed, Chairman. 



Ordered to lie on the table. 

The House adjourned to five o'clock, P. 



M. 



The House resumed the consideration of the Petition 
and Memorial from the Committee for the City and Liber- 
ties of Philadelphia ; and after some time spent therein, 
adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Saturday, Juno 24, 1775. 

A Member of this House, and one of the Deputies to 
the Continental Congress, read in his place, and then pre- 
sented at the table, a Resolve of the said Congress, in the 
words following, viz : 

" In Congress, June 22, 1775. 

" Resolved. That the Colony of Pennsylvania raise two 
more Companies of Riflemen, and that these, with the six 
Companies before ordered to be raised by them, making 
eight Companies, be formed into a Battalion, under such 
Field and under officers as shall be recommended by the 
Assembly or Convention of the above Colony." 

The House taking into consideration the foregoing Re- 
solve relative to the manner of recommending Field and 
other officers for the Battalion of Riflemen to be; raised in 
this Province by order of Congress, and to be in Continen- 
tal pay, 

Resolved, That the Members of the Congress deputed 
by this Assembly, be a Committee to consider of and re- 
commend proper persons for officers of the said Battalion. 

A Petition from a number of the Officers of the Associa- 
tion in the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, concurring 
with, and recommending to immedi_ate__consLderation, the 
Petition and Memorial from the Cpmmitteeof the said 
City and Liberties, presented yesterday, was delivered at 
the Chair, and read. 

Ordered to lie on the table. -■--.•-■. 

The House adjourned to Monday next, at ten o'clock, 
A. M. 

Tuesday, June 27, 1775. 

A quorum met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Governour, by Mr. Secretary, sent down a verbal 
Message, requiring a List of the Draughts and Certificates 
of Assembly made payable out of the Supply Bill before 
him ; and a List thereof being drawn at the table accord- 
ingly, 

Ordered, That Mr. Bartholomew and Mr. Wayne wait 
on his Honour and deliver the same. 

The Members return, and report they had waited on 
the Governour and delivered the said List according to 
order. 

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

The House resumed the consideration of the Petition 
from the Committee of the City and Liberties of Philadel- 
phia ; and after some debate thereon, 

Ordered, That Mr. Gray, Mr. Dickinson, Mr. IJille- 
gas, Mr. Charles Thomson, Mr. Rodman, Mr. Pearson, 
Mr. Wayne, Mr. Ross, Mr. Montgomery, and Mr. Ed- 
monds, be a Committee to consider of and report to the 
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House s.uch^Tgas!ires as may be expedient for putting this 
City and Province into a state, of defence. _ . 

„v;.-i .;««*ii^J;iii»:'fle: swim-- :>ai^ v » --« r -v.*j*->i|.- . ■ -- _ '■;■ 
l-\ = .r„ „^-/ 3ii'"^4^»< >n- ir-.^-" "Wednesday, June 28, 1775. 

The, Governour, by Mr. Secretary, returned the Bill in- 
tituled "An. Act for the support of the Government of this 
Province, and payment of the Publick Debts," with a writ- 
ten Message to the House, which was read by order ; and 
follows in these words, viz : 

A written Message from the Governour io the House. 

= Gentlemen :, Jt being unusual to make provision for the 
discharge of the Orders drawn for the payment of the pub- 
lick debts before the end of the year, at which time there 
may probably be a sum sufficient for the purpose in the 
Treasury, arising from the funds heretofore provided, I 
cannot think it proper to give my consent to the Bill inti- 
tuled "An Act for the support of the Government of this 
Province, and payment of theTPublick Debts." 

John Penn. 

Juno 28, 1775. 

Upon consideration of the foregoing Message, 
Ordered, That Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Hillegas, Mr. 

Pearson, and Mr. Ross, be. a Committee to prepare and 

bring in an Answer to the said Message. 
The House adjourned to five o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration and 
report to the House such measures as may be expedient 
for putting this City and Province into a state of defence, 
reported they had essayed a draught of some Resolves for 
that purpose, wluch tlrey presented to the Chair; and the 
same being read by order, was referred for further con- 
sideration. 

The House adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. _ 

:'.■•„' .- ■ Thursday, Jane 29, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Ordered, That Mr. Ferree and Mr. Ewing wait on 
the Governour, and inquire at what hour to-day the House 
shall attend him to enact into Laws the Bills that have 
been returned .with his assent. 

The Members return, and report, that they had waited 
on his Honour, and delivered their Message according to 
order, and that the Governour was pleased to say, he should 
be immediately ready to meet the House to pass the seve- 
ral Bills which have been agreed on. 

The House then ..taking into consideration the time of 
adjournment, agreed to meet again on Monday, the 18th 
of September next, with which the Speaker is desired to 
acquaint his Honour when the House shall wait on him to 
pass the Bilk-. . . 

Ordered, That Mr. Hillegas join with the Members of 
Council appointed by the Governour to compare the en- 
grossed Bill with its original. 

The Member reported he had assisted in collating the 
engrossed Bill with it's original, and found them to agree. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hillegas and Mr. Parker see the 
Great Seal affixed to the said Bills after they are enacted 
into laws, and deposite the same in the Rolls Office. 

A Message by the Secretary. 

" Sir: The Governour is in the Council Chamber, and 
requires the attendance of the House, to enact into laws 
the Bills returned with his assent." 

Mr. Speaker then, with the whole House, waited on 
the Governour ; and being returned from the Council 
Chamber, the Speaker resumed the Chair, and reported, 
that the House had waited on his Honour, and presented 
three Bills, respectively intituled : " An Act to amend the 
Act intituled, ' A supplement to the Act intituled, An Act 
appointing Wardens for the Port of Philadelphia, and for 
other purposes therein mentioned ; ' " " An Act for con- 
firming the estate of Daniel Andrews, in and to certain 
lands, in Amity Township, in the County of Berks;" and, 
*' An Act for confirmfn'ff the estate of the heirs and repre- 
sentatives of John Taylor, late of the County of Chester, 
practitioner .in physick, deceased, in a certain tract of land 
jn the TowhsHip of Bradford, in the said County." Tp 



which Bills the Governour had been pleased to give his 
assent by enacting the same into laws. 
-'"Mr.. Speaker also reported, that he had acquainted his 
Honour the House purposed to adjourn to the 18th of 
September next, if the Governour approved thereof; to 
which he was pleased to say, he had no objection to the 
proposed time of adjournment. 

The Members appointed to see the Great Seal affixed 
to the said Bills, and deposite the same in the Rolls Office, 
reported they had performed that service according to 
order. 

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee appointed to strike the sum of Twenty- 
Five Thousand Pounds in Bills of Credit, directed by the 
Act intituled " A supplement to the Act intituled ' An Act 
for erecting a new Jail, Workhouse, and House of Correc- 
tion, in the City of Philadelphia,' " passed theeighteenth of 
March last, produced to the Chair a receipt from Joseph 
Fox, Esquire, one of the Commissioners of the County of 
Philadelphia, for the said sum of. Twenty-Five Thousand 
Pounds in the said Bills of Credit to him paid agreeable 
to the directions of the said Act. 

The said Committee also produced two extra sheets 
unsigned, which had been printed to supply any loss or 
deficiency happening in the said Bills during the signing 
and numbering the same; which two extra sheets, con- 
taining sixteen Bills of five Pounds each, and sixteen 
Bills of fifty Shillings each, were burned by order of the 
House, in the presence of the Members. 

The House resumed the consideration of the Resolves 
of the Committee appointed to consider of such measures 
as may be expedient for putting this City and Province 
into a state of defence, and after, some time spent therein, 
adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Friday, June 30, 1775. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment, and proceed- 
ed in the consideration of the Resolves of the Committee; 
which being put to the question, were agreed to by the 
House, and follow in these words, viz : 

1. Resolved, That this House approve the Association 
entered into by the good people of this Province for the 
defence of their lives, liberty, and property. 

2. Resolved, That if any invasion or landing of British 
Troops, or others, shall be made in this or the adjacent 
Colonies during the present controversy, or any armed 
ships or vessels shall sail up the River Delaware in a 
hostile manner, and such circumstances shall render it ex- 
pedient in the judgment of the Committee hereafter to be 
appointed, for any number of the officers and private,men 
of the Association wkhin this Colony to enter into actual 
service for repelling such hostile attempts, this House will 
provide for the pay and necessary expenses of such officers 
and soldiers performing such military duty, while they are 
in such actual service. 

3. Resolved, That the Pay of the officers and privates, 
while in such actual service, shall not exceed that of the 
Army raised by the Congress of the United Colonies, for 
the defence of the liberties of America. 

4. Rfisolved, That this House do earnestly recommend 
to the Board of Commissioners of the City and County of 
Philadelphia, and of each County in this Province that 
have not made the provision hereinafter mentioned, and 
they are hereby enjoined, as they regard the freedom, 
welfare, and safety of their Country, immediately to pro- 
vide a proper number of good new Firelocks, with Bayo- 
nets fitted to them ; Cartridge-boxes, with twenty-three 
rounds of Cartridges in every box; and Knapsacks: not less 
than fifteen hundred of each article for the City and County 
of Philadelphia ; three hundred for the County of Bucks ; 
five hundred for the County of Chester ; six hundred for 
the County of Lancaster ; three hundred for the County 
of York; three hundred for the County of Cumberland; 
four hundred for the County of Berks; three hundred for 
the County of Northampton ; one hundred for the County 
of Bedford; one hundred for the County of Northumber- 
land; and one hundred for the County of Westmoreland : 
to be under the care of the Commanding Officers of the 
Battalions of the said Counties, for the immediate use of 
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such Officers "and Soldiers as shall be draughted from the 
Battalions from time to time for actual service. And the 
said Commissioners and Assessors shall produce their 
accounts for the furnishing the Arms and Accoutrements 
aforesaid to the Committee hereinafter appointed, which 
being approved of by the said Committee, they shall draw 
orders on the TreasuxerTor the payment thereof, and he 
is hereby enjoined to pay the same out of the Bills to be 
emitted by the Resolution of this House. 

5. Resolved, That the Firelocks to be provided as afore- 
said be of one size and bore, with steel Rammers, well fitted 
to the same ; and that patterns of the said Firelocks, Ram- 
mers, and Bayonets, be immediately made in the City of 
Philadelphia, and sent to the different Counties. 

6. Resolved, That this House do recommend to and 
enjoin the Officers \and_ Committees of each County in 
this Province, to select a number of Minute-Men equal to 
the Arms, &c, provided for the game, to be in readiness, 
upon the shortest notice, to march to any quarter, in case 
of emergency, ._. . _ 

7. Resolved, That provision be made for defending this 
Province, and the City in particular, against the attacks of 
armed vessels that may be sent to annoy them. 

And whereas, the safety of a Country greatly depends 
on_ having within itself the means of defence, and it appears 
that sufficient quantities of Saltpetre may be collected, not 
only for defence, but for other purposes : 

8. Resolved, That the sum of twenty Pounds be paid 
for every hundred weight of good merchantable Saltpetre 
that shall be made and manufactured in this Province, and 
delivered^ to the Committee of Safety hereinafter named, 
within the space of three months from this time ; and that 
the sum of fifteen Pounds be paid for every hundred weight 
of good merchantable Saltpetre that shall be made and 
manufactured in this Province and delivered to the said 
Committee within the space of three months next follow- 
ing; and so in proportion for a greater or lesser quantity. 

9. Resolved, That John Dickinson, George Gray, 
Henry Wynkoop, Anthony Wayne, Benjamin Bartholo- 
mew, George Ross, Michael Swoope, John Montgomery, 
Edward Biddle, William Edmonds, Bernhard Dougherty, 
Samuel Hunter, William Thompson, Thomas Willing, 
Benjamin Franklin, Daniel Roberdeau, John Cadwata- 
der, Andrew Allen, Owen Biddle, Francis Johnston, 
Richard Reily, Samuel Morris, Junior, Robert Morris, 
Thomas Wharton, Junior, and Robert White, Gentlemen, 
be a Committee of Safety for calling forth such and so 
many of the Associators into actual service, when neces- 
sity requrrespls the said Committee shall judge proper; for 
payingTmd supplying them with necessaries while in actual 
service ; for providing for the defence of this Province 
against invasion and insurrection ; and for encouraging arid 
promoting the manufacture of Saltpetre ;~which said Com- 
mittee are hereby authorized and empowered to draw 
orders on the Treasurer hereinafter appointed for the 
several purposes above-mentioned. 

10. Resolved, That any seven or more of the said Com- 
mittee shall be a board for transacting the business afore- 
said, or any part thereof. 

And for carrying the foregoing Resolves into execution, 
it is t 

11. Resolved, That Bills of Credit to the value, of 
Thirty-Five Thousand Pounds shall, on or before the first 
day of August next, be prepared and printed on good 
strong paper, under the care and direction of George 
Gray, Joseph Parker, William Rodman, and Isaac Pear- 
son, Esquires, or any three of them, at the charge of the 
publick, to be defrayed out of the said Bills; which Bills 
shall be made and prepared in manner -and form follow- 
ing, viz: 

According to the Resolves of the Assembly of Penn- 
sylvania, made on the thirtieth day of June, in the fifteenth 
year of His Majesty George the Third ; dated at Phila- 
delphia, the twentieth day of July, one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy -five. 

And the said Bills shalLhave such escutcheons and de- 
vices as the said George Gray, Joseph Parker, William 
Rodman, and Isaac Pearson, shall think proper; each of 
which BjITs shall be of the several and respective denomi- 
nations following, and no other, viz : 



Seven thousand of the same Bills of the sum of forty 
Shillings. 

Seven thousand of the same Bills of the sum of thirty 
Shillings. 

Seven thousand of the same Bills of the sum of twenty 
Shillings. 

Seven thousand of the same Bills of the sum of ten 
Shillings. 

And the said George Gray, Joseph Parker, William, 
Rodman, and Isaac Pearson, shall use their best care, 
attention, and diligence, during the printing of the said 
Bills, that the number and amount thereof, according to 
their respective denominations aforesaid, be not exceeded, 
nor any clandestine or fraudulent practice used by the 
printer, his servants, or other persons concerned therein, 

12. Resolved, That the said George Gray, Joseph Par- 
Jeer, William Rodman, scad Isaac Pearson, or any three of 
them, after the said Bills are printed, shall deliver them 
to the signers to be signed and numbered by parcels, for 
which they shall take the receipts of the_signers. 

13. Resolved, That Sharp Delany, Lambert Cadivaja- 
der, Isaac Howell, James Meas, Adam Hubley, John 
Benezet, Samuel Cadwalader Morris, Thomas Prior, God- 
frey Twclls, John Meas, John Purviance, and William 
Allen, Junior, or any three of them, shall be the signers 
of each and every of the said Bills. 

14. Resolved, That whenthesame Bills_shan be sign- 
ed, they shall be delivered to Michael HJUegas, Esquire, 
hereby appointed Treasurer, who shall give hTs receipt for 
the same, and shall therewith pay 'off and discharge all 
such draughts and certificates as shall be made by order of 
Assembly, or the Committeeof Safety aforesaid. 

15. Resolved, That the Treasurer aforesaid _sha)l give 
bond with two sufficient sureties to John Morton and 
Charles Humphreys, Esquires, in the sum of ten thou- 
sand Pounds, for the faithful discharge of the trust reposed 
in him. 

And for the more certain paying, redeeming, discharging, 
and sinking the said Bills of Credit hereby emitted : 

1.6. Resolved, That a Tax on all estates, real and per- 
sonal, within this Province, shall be raise rTkn lie vied by 
the respective Commissioners and Assessors _ofjhe several 
Counties within this Province, in the same manner; and 
mode as the Provincial Tax, by the laws now in force, is 
raised, levied, and recovered, and shall be paid to the Pro- 
vincial Treasurer; which said Tax first fflfjiugnej shall 
commence immediately after the sinking of the Bills of 
Credit now remaining to be sunk of those sums granted to 
the King during the course of the last war ; which Tax, 
for the purposes aforesaid, the several Commissioners and 
Assessors are enjoined and required to raise, levy, recover, 
and pay, as they regard the freedom, welfare, and safety 
of their Country. 

Upon motion, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety draw an order 
on their Treasurer for fifty Pounds, payable to George 
Ross, Esquire, and another order for thejikej3um 4 payable 
to James Wilson, Esquire, for their s.e i rvAc i es < _as,pepu ties of 
this Province in the Continental Congress. 

The House taking into consideration that many of the 
good people of this Province are conscientiously scrupu- 
lous of bearing Arms, do hereby earnestly recommend to 
the Associators for the defence _of their Country, and 
others, that they bear a tender and brotherly regard to- 
wards this class of their fellow-subjects and countrymen ; 
and to these conscientious people it is reeofntrrended, that 
they cheerfully assist, in proportion to their .abilities, such 
Associators as cannot spend their time _and substance in 
the publick service without great injuries to themselves 
and families. 

Upon motion, 

The Memorial of Samuel Preston Moore, Esquire, was 
again read, and after some debate, referred to_ the Com- 
mittee of Accounts, to consider the serviceof tHe memo- 
rialist, and report thereon at the next meeting. 

The House adjourned to Monday, the 18th of Septem- 
ber next, at four o'clock, P. M. 
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NEW-HAMPSHIKE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.' 

Monday, June 12, 1775, 

Met according to adjournment. 

And there being but a thin House, adjourned till to- 
morrow, nine o'clock. 

Tuesday, June 13, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Deputy Secretary came into the House, and in- 
formed the House that Colonel Weare had taken the oaths, 
and was qualified as a Member of this House. 

Meshech Weare, Esq., having been chosen Clerk to this 
House, and now being present, the oath for the faithful 
discharge of that office was administered to him by the 
Speaker. 

The Committee appointed to consider the matter re- 
specting the admission of the Members called in from the 
new Towns by virtue of the King's writ, made report as 
on file ; which being read and considered, and after debate 
thereon, the question was put, Whether the Members re- 
turned for Plymouth, Orford, and Lime, should be admit- 
ted to a seat in this House ? 

Jt passed clearly in the negative. 

- • Tuesday,' June 13, 1775, P. M. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Answer to the 
Governour's Speech, laid before the House the following 
draught of an Answer, viz : 

May it please your Excellency : 

Our grateful acknowledgments are due to you for your 
kind assurance given this House in your Excellency's 
speech, that you will afford all the facility in your power 
to every measure that may be conducive to the publick 
good ; and that you will make the happiness and prosper- 
ity of this Government the object of your warmest wishes 
and constant pursuit. Your Excellency may be assured, 
that we, in our department, will ever consult and steadily 
pursue such measures as we may judge will be most likely 
to promote the prosperity of this Province. We desire 
the Treasurer's Accounts may be laid before us as soon as 
may be, "which we will immediately proceed to inspect. 

It is with the most anxious concern we view the unhappy 
controversy between Great Britain and her Colonies ra- 
pidly advancing to the most serious issue ; a matter of such 
a momentous, interesting nature, cannot fail of engaging 
our most ..sgrious attention, while it fills us with the deepest 
solicitude and distress. We most ardently wish it in our 
power to effect, by any measures we could take, the resto- 
ration of publick tranquillity, and the re-establishment of 
the much-desired reconciliation with our Mother Country, 
upon a just, solid, and permanent basis, that the blessings 
of the British Constitution might thereby be diffused and 
enjoyed through every part of this wide and extended Em- 
pire. But we are apprehensive the settlement of the pre- 
sent .distressing difficulties is an object of such magnitude, 
.and a matter of such general concernment to all the Colo- 
nies, as far exceeds our circumscribed power and influence. 
As a variety of methods have been proposed, and mea- 
sures pursued, in order to effect this desirable end, all of 
which have hitherto proved ineffectual, we are entirely at 
a loss to know what measures we can take that may afford 
a prospect of success. Was it in. our power to settle this 
jmost unnatural, unfortunate contest, in a way consistent 
•with the true interest and rights of the whole Nation, our 
calamities would be but of short duration ; and we trust, 
had it been equallyin the power of the Colonies, as it 
ever was their wish, matters would never have proceeded 
to such e%t?emjty. Intimately connected as we are with 
the Parent State, by the strongest ties of kindred, religion, 
laws, and interest, it ever must be our most sincere desire 
and zealous endeavour to adopt and constantly pursue such 
measures as niay have the most likely tendency to strength- 
en and perpetuate such connexion, and to promote the 
general. iatereitland happiness of the whole Empire. 

With hearts deeply impressed with the most affection- 
ate attachment to, and concern for, the interest and pros- 
perity of ' GrejUjQritain, as inseparably connected with our 
own, we trusLJhaiJJur condupt will invariably manifest the 
rectitude of our intention, and ouf sincere aim to restore 



and establish peace and harmony between Great Britain 
and her Colonies, and to advance the prosperity of both 
Countries. 

Voted, That the foregoing be presented to his Excel- 
lency the Governour, in answer to his Speech at the open- 
ing of the present General Assembly. 

The Deputy Secretary brought down the following Mes- 
sage from his Excellency, viz : 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly : 

When a general spirit of jealousy, alarm, and apprehen- 
sion, have either banished the sober reason, or blinded the 
cool judgment of men ; when the love of order and respect 
to the laws, reverence and attachment to the ancient and 
happy Constitution of this Province, seem wholly to have 
deserted their seat, and disorder and confusiSri introduced 
in their stead ; and when the people, as it were, seem to 
have lost sight of any possible alternative but slavery or 
civil war, and abandon the hope that there is yet remaining 
of possibility of reconciliation with the MotherVUMntry, I 
think it incumbent upon me, in this most alarnringand dan- 
gerous situation, to recommend to your most serious con- 
sideration the Resolution of. the House of Commons of 
the 27th of February "last, which hath been approved by 
His Majesty. There appears in this solemn Resolution so 
great an affection, tenderness for your liberties, and readi- 
ness to be reconciled, upon principles consistent with the 
just rights and dignity of the Parent State, and the privi- 
leges of the Colonies, as precludes the necessity of particu- 
lar observations upon, it; and I cannot but trust that it will 
meet with the just and grateful return from you that may 
be naturally expected from the wisdom wbicLthe hour of 
serious reflection will call forth, and from the feelings which 
calm consideration will produce ; and be finally productive 
of those happy effects for which it lays so fair a founda- 
tion. But as this is a subject of a most weighty nature to 
the good people of this Province, the security of whose 
lives and properties may rest upon the moment of your 
decision as their Representatives, I cannot give a greater 
instance of my duty to His Majesty, and of zeal for the 
true interest of this Province, than by affording you time 
for candid consideration, and an opportunity to take the 
real, and, on this very serious occasion, I hope dispassion- 
ate sentiments of your constituents, from whence my most 
fervent prayers to Heaven are, that a disposition for recon- 
ciliation may spring up, whose blossoms being mutual affec- 
tion and a desire for peace and harmony, we may speedily 
reap the blessed fruit of happy prosperity to this Province, 
and perpetual glory to the united British ! Empire. 

I do therefore adjourn the General Assembly, and it is 
hereby adjourned accordingly, to Tuesday, the 11th day of 
July next, then to meet at the State-House in Portsmouth, 
in order to proceed to the consideration of .this and the 
other publick affairs of the Province. 

In the mean time I most earnestly recommend it to you, 
by all means in your power, to discourage and discounte- 
nance all acts and measures tending to increase our difficul- 
ties, by widening the breach between us and our Mother 
Country, which unhappily but too much prevail throughout 
the Province, and to use your best endeavours to cultivate 
a quiet and peaceable disposition among your constituents. 

J. Wentwohth. 

Ncw-Hampshiro Council .Chamber, Juno T3, 1775. 



NEW.HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.' 

In Committee of Safety, June 15, 1775. 
Captain Henry Elkins, Sr : 

You are hereby directed to man two whale-boats out of 
your company, and keep them constantly cruising off and 
on the coast, and direct them to acquaint all vessels bound 
to Piscataqua, having Provisions, Salt, or Molasses on 
board, that the man-of-war there lias orders to seize them ; 
and advise them to get irjto York, Newburyport, Hampton, 
or Rye, as. they may judge expedient. 

By order of the Committee. 

The Committee gave the Receiver-General orders to 
deliver to Captain Henry Elkins twenty pounds of Gun- 
powder, taking his receipt for the same, to be accounted 
for, T ; 
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In Committee of Safety, June 16, 1775. 

To the Committee of Supplies : 

Gentlemen : You are desired, without delay, to pro- 
cure at Cambridge, of Mr. Trumbull, or any other person 
or persons, on the bestterms you can, about one month's 
provision for two thousand men, as part of your general 
orders of the 8th of June, and deliver it to Mr. Moses 
Emerson, our Commissary at Cambridge ; and also procure 
for him sufficient store-houses there. 

By order of the Committee. 

In Committee of Safety, Juffe 1G. 1775, 

To the Committee of Supplies : 

Gentlemen : We desire you to procure, as soon as you 
can, five dozen of hatchets or small axes, and lodge four 
dozen of them with the. Commissary at Cambridge, and 
keep the remainder. in safe custody for the present. We 
also desire you to fix a number of guard-houses for the ac- 
commodation of the. soldiers stationed on the coast, as you 
shall see and judge needy, not exceeding six in' number. 

By order of the Committee. 

In Committee of Safety, June 17, 1775. 

Orders given to Captain Jeremiah Clough, to muster his 
Company on Wednesday, the .28th day of June instant, at 
Canterbury , there to wait further orders. 

Ordered, That Nathaniel Perkins, of Canterbury, pro- 
vided he .enlist as a soldier, shall be Armourer of Colonel 
Poor's Regiment, and be allowed the same wages, including 
that of a soldier, as is allowed Armourers in the Massachu- 
setts service. 

Received a Letter from Colonel Read, dated Charles- 
town, June 15, 1775, with a Return of his Regiment, Sic, 
as on file. 

Received a Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Gilman, 
dated Charlestown, June 15, 1775. — Filed. 

In Committee of Safety, at Exeter, June 17, 1775. 

To General Folsom : 

Sir : You are required to order two of the companies in 
Colonel Poor's Regiment, viz : Captain Adams's and Cap- 
tain Tilton's, to march, by the middle of next week, to join 
the Army at'or near Cambridge, in the Massachusetts-Bay, 
there to receive further orders. 

Matthew Thornton, Chairman. 

June 18, 1775.— Upon receiving the news of the en- 
gagement at Charlestown, directed Colonel Poor to order 
all the companies in his Regiment, except Captain El- 
kins's, to march immediately to Cambridge. 

Received a Letter from tie Continental Congress, dated 
June 10, 1775, enclosing sundry of their Resolves. — Filed. 

Wrote to Samuel Cutis, Esquire, desiring hirn to procure 
ten reams of the best Paper he could get, and send it here 
to-morrow ; also, to engage all the Saltpetre and Brimstone 
in Portsmouth, and to send the Saltpetre here as soon as 
may be ; to employ-as many hands as can be employed on 
the tents, arid to add eighty to the number already ordered. 

Ordered the Selectmen or Committee of Stratham to 
supply their men with Fire- Arms. 

Ordered the Selectmen of Kingston to deliver Samuel 
Philbrick six barrels of Powder, to be by him conveyed to 
the Army, 

June 19, 1775. — Received a Letter from the Chamber 
of Supplies at Watertoum, dated the 18th of June, 1775, 
by Mr. Woods.— Filed. 

Answered the above by same Messenger. — Copy filed. 

Received from & Cutis, Esq., four reams and two quires 
of Paper, and a Letter from him by Mr. Young, who was 
sent hence to him for the Paper.— Letter filed. 

June 20, 1775— Orders given Capt. Nicholas Gilman 
to deliver Captain Benjamin Titcomb thirty pounds of Gun- 
powder for the use of his Company, and to take his receipt 
for the same. 

Orders given Major Coffin to deliver Captain Titcomb 
fifteen pounds of Bullets for the use of his Company, 
taking his receipt for it. 

Orders given Major Coffin to deliver Moses Meader, of 
Captain Adams's Company, twenty Bullets, taking his re- 
ceipt for them. 



June 21, 1775. — Memorandum of sundry articles sent 
to Cambridge by Mr. Nathaniel Gordon : 

One cask Flints, quantity, 3200 ; five kegs Bullets, 
weight, 113, 1 10, 62, 123, and 220 pounds each ; 30 Tents 
and poles, and pins for do. ; 10 barrels Powder, 100 pounds 
each; 25 Tin Buckets; 7 Milled Blankets; 6 Oxen. 

Ordered Mr. Commissary Emerson to proceed directly 
to Cambridge, and to take into his custody all Stores there 
belonging to this Colony, and to issue the same to our 
Forces in the same manner as Stores of the same kind are 
delivered to the Massachusetts Forces. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Commissary Emer- 
son eleven Pounds, by him to be accounted for, (£11.) 

Ordered the. Receiver-General to pay Jedediah Ro- 
binson fifteen Pounds six. Shillings, for a yoke of Oxen 
purchased of him for our Army, (£15 6s.) 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Nathaniel Ordway 
fourteen Pounds fourteen Shillings for do. (£14 14s.) 

Ordered ^Receiver-General to pay General Folsom 
twelve Pounds fifteen Shillings for do. (£12 15s.) 

Delivered Commissary Emerson eight quires out of the 
Paper received of Mr. Cutis. 

Gave Esquire Rice a receipt for two barrels of the Pow- 
der sent by Mr. Gordon. 

Received a Letter from Congress at Watertown, dated 
June 13th, 1775.— Filed. 

Received a Letter from Mr. James McGregore, dated 
Medford, June 19th, 1775.— Filed. 

Received a Letter from Colonel Stark, dated Medford, 
June 19th, 1775.— Filed. 

June MS, 1775. — Received a Letter from General Fol- 
som, dated Medford, June 22d.' ; 1775.— Filed. " ' "' 

Wrote to the Selectmen of Newmarket, to send by Ni- 
cholas Nichols four barrels of the Provincial Gunpowder 
now in their custody, to be dealt out as the publick. service 
may require. 

Juneji4, 1775.. — Mr. Nichols returned from Newmar- 
ket with one barrel of Gunpowder only. 

Ordered the "Receiver-General to pay the Committee 
of Supplies thirty Pounds lawful money, and to charge to 
Colony account, (£30.) 

In Committer: of Safety, June 24,1775. ' 
To the Committee of Supplies : 

Gentlemen : You are desired to send to Israel Morey, 
Esq., at Orford, in the County of Grafton, twenty bar- 
rels of Pork and twenty barrels of Flour, as soon as may 
be, for the use of the soldiers to be employed in the North- 
western frontiers of this Colony, and that the remainder 
you have purchased that way be safely secured till further 
orders. By order of the Committee; - 

Matthew Thornton, Chairman. 

Ordered Nicholas Gilman, Esq., to deliver to Nathan 
Goss thirty pounds of Gunpowder for the use of the Par- 
ish of Rye. 

June 26, 1775. — Received another barrel of Gunpow- 
der from Newmarket. 

Received a Letter from General Folsom per Mr. Emery, 
dated June 23d, 1775.— Filed. ' " 

Received a Letter from Mr. McGregore per do., dated 
June 24th, 1775.— Filed. 

Received a Letter from General Folsom per Esquire 
Tilton, dated June 24th, 1775.— Filed. 

Directed Captain Elkins to order his boajme_n to put 
into the shoals, and bring to Hampton any Cannon-Shot 
they may find there, if the people at the shoals will allow it 
to be done. 

Directed Lieutenant Bartlett to pick out two of the 
largest, strongest, and best Cannon that were taken from 
Fort William and Mary last winter, and convey them to 
Exeter as soon as possible, in order to their being sent to 
the Army at Medford. 

Answered General Folsom' s Letter p^r Mr. Dearing, 
who went with a horse team to Medford, with Blanketing, 
Intrenching Tools, &c. — Copy filed. 

June 27, 1775.— Received a Letter from General Fol- 
som, dated. June, 1775. — Filed. 
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Received a Letter from Continental Congress, dated June 
20, 1775, with a Resolve of said Congress enclosed. — -Filed. 

June 28, 1775. — Wrote General Folsom per. Stephen 
Piper of Stratham. 

June 29, 1775. — Received a Letter from General Fol- 
som, dated 25th of June, 1775. — Filed. 

.,-■--- In Committee of Safety, Exeter, June 30, 1775. 

To the 'Committee of Supplies : 

Gentlemen: Inasmuch as you may find many things 
necessary for the use of the Army which do not come 
within the limits of any particular directions from this Com- 
mittee, the procuring which articles may not admit so much 
delay as to aTTbrd time for an application to the Committee 
of Safety; you. are therefore desired, according to your 
best judgment, and with the strictest attention to economy, 
to procure such necessary articles, rendering an account for 
allowance to the Committee of Safety at least once in ten 
days of all articles so, furnished. 

By order of the Committee : 

Matthew Thornton, Chairman. 



NEW.HAMPSIIIRE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Tuesday, Juno 27, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Voted, That two of our 24-pound Cannon, and two 
other smaller Cannon, be forthwith fitted with carriages 
and sent to our Army at Med ford; and that EzeMel Wor- 
then and Joseph Scius, Esquire, Captains Gawin and 
Wingate, be a Committee to fit up the aforesaid Cannon 
with proper implements for their use, and send them to the 
Army with all possible despatch. 

Voted, That General Folsom be desired to apprehend 
Messrs. Jason Rtisseil and John Tarbell, of Mason, a com- 
plaint being exhibited to this Congress of their being guilty 
of theft, and send them to the Committee of Safety in Ma- 
son, m order that they may be tried, and, if convicted, pun- 
ished for so heinous" a crime. 

Adjourned to three o'clock. 

Wednesday, June 28, ] 775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Voted, That all the Provincial and County Records 
that are now kept in the Town of Portsmouth, be removed 
to some place of more safety. 

Voted, That the Records be removed to Exeter, and 
that Messrs. Samuel Brooks, John McClary, and Noah 
Emery, Esq., be a Committee to look out a place or places 
in Exeter to put the Records in. 

Adjourned to eight o'clock to-morrow. 

,- - Thursday, Juno 29, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Congress heard Colonel Stark's complaint, and 
dismissed thejame. 

Voted, That Joseph Welsh and Samuel Hobart, Esqrs., 
be, and hereby are appointed Paymasters of the Troops 
now employed by this Colony in the American Army, and 
that they procee j, as soon as may be, to the Army, and 
pay one thjonth's wages to the Officers and Soldiers; and 
previous to the paying of the Soldiers, that they receive of 
the Captain, or the Commanding Officer of each Company, 
a complete Muster-Roll of their respective Companies, 
upon oath, and return the same to this Congress, or to the 
Committee of Safety ; 'and that they take a receipt for all 
the money paid from each Officer and Soldier ; and further, 
that they pay no. Officer or Soldiers who have not taken 
the oaths, and have been or shall be mustered by the Mus- 
ter-Master as able-bodied, effective men ; also, that Joseph 
Welsh, Esquire, assist the Muster-Master in mustering the 
men uumystgrpd at tlie Army ; and also, that they' pay no 
more than_Jen Canrpatvies in a Regiment, of sixty-six men 
in a Company;, including Officers. 

Adjourned tilLtbree o'clock, P. M. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Voted, That whereas it is necessary that the Officers 
and Soldiers Taised and to be raised in this Colony for the 
preservation and defence of this and the other Colonies in 



America should be fully acquainted with their duty, and 
that the Articles, Rules, and Regulations be made, as plain 
as possible ; and having great confidence in thehonour and 
publick virtue of the inhabitants of this Colony, that they 
will readily obey the Officers chosen and appointed by this 
C6ngress, and will. cheerfully do their duty when known, 
without any such severe articles and rules, and cruel pun- 
ishments (excepting in capital cases) as aremsnally prac- 
tised in Standing Armies, and will submit to. all such rules 
and regulations as are founded in reason, honour, and vir- 
tue : It is, therefore, 

Resolved, That the following Rules, Articles, and Regu- 
lations, for our said Forces, be, and hereby are earnestly 
recommended to be strictly adhered to by all Officers and 
Soldiers, and others concerned, as they regard their own 
honour and the publick good. The Rules and Articles of 
War voted, are those voted in the Massachusetts Colony, 
from No. 1 to 53, inclusive, and now printed. 

Voted, That Colonel John Feriton is not a friend to this 
Country. ' 

Voted, That the Records and Files of the Secretary's 
Office, and Clerk's Office of the Superiour Courts, be kept 
at John Rice's, Esq. ; the Register of Deeds' Office to be 
kept at Deacon Samuel Brooks's ; Register of Probates 
Office to be kept at William Parker's,' 3 um, Esq. ; Infe- 
riour Courts and Quarter Sessions Offices, Records, &tc, 
to be kept at Noah Emery's, Esquire. 

Voted, That Messrs. Samuel Brooks, Captain Stephen 
Evgns, Major Weeks, Samuel Dudley, Esq., and Lieut. 
Thomas Bartlett, be a Committee to remove the Records 
to the above-mentioned places, as soon as may be. 

Voted, That the Secretary, the Clerk of the Superrour 
Court, the Register of Deeds, the Register of the Court 
of Probates, and the Clerk of the Inferiour Court and 
Quarter Sessions, be requested to accompany the Commit- 
tee, with the several Records, to Exeter, and to keep them, 
agreeable to a Resolve of this Congress, until further direc- 
tions from said Congress ; and in case those gentlemen re- 
fuse to go to Exeter and keep their respective offices there, 
then the Committee are empowered to receive and give 
receipt for the Records. 

Adjourned to eight o'clock to-morrow. 

. Friday, June 30, 1 775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Voted, That General Folsom' s Commission be dated 
the 24th of May, and that be rank as a Major-GeneraL 

Whereas, the Committee of Safety have appointed 
Alexander Scpmmel to be a Brigade-Major L __'..•_._ 

Voted, That he have pay accordingly, which 7s to be 
agreeable to what is paid in the Massachusetts Colony to 
such an officer. 

Voted, That Mr. Samuel Br opki be of the Committee 
of Supplies, instead of Colonel Nicholas Gilman, 

Voted, That a Committee be appointed to take out of 
the custody of Colonel John Fenton'the Files and Records 
of the Courts of. Common Pleas, General Sessions of the 
Peace, Courts of Probate for the County of Grafton; and 
that the same be delivered for safe keeping to Colonel John 
Hurd ; and that Colonel Bedel, Israel Morzy, Esq., Mr. 
Abel Webster, Capt. Matthew Thornton, and Capt. Wes- 
ton, be a Committee for the purpose mentioned above. 

Voted, That it be, and hereby is recommended to the 
Justices of the several Courts of Common Pleas, Courts 
of Judicature, and Quarter Sessions for the several Coun- 
ties in this Colony, that they adjourn their respective Courts 
by Proclamation, or otherwise, to the first day of the next 
term of each of the said Courts, respectively, till further 
advice of this Congress. : _ :. 

Adjourned till three o'clock. .!..__. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Voted, That Captain Samuel Langdon have forty-two 
pounds of the Colony Powder for his Company at Ports- 
mouth, they paying for the same. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety, and they only, 
shall draw orders on the Treasurer or Recerce ^General, 
for all apd any sum or sums of money that shall be or is 
already voted for the supplies of our Forces, and for the 
payment of any necessary charges, as the said Committee 
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shall find occasion; and .the said Treasurer or Receiver- 
General is hereby directed to pay no orders but such as 
aforesaid ; and the said Committee of Safety are to be 
accountable to this Congress for all the money drawn out 
of the Treasury by their order. 

Adjourned for one and a half hour.. 

Met according to adjournment. . 

Voted, That Colonel Fenton be confined. 

Voted, That Colonel Fenton be confined in the jail of 
this Town, till further orders from this Congress. . . 

Voted. That Colonel John Fenton be supported like a 
gentleman, at the expense of this Colony, till further orders 
from this Congress, 

Adjourned till eight o'clock to-morrow. 



Saturday, July 1, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Voted, That Colonel John Fenton be sent to Head- 
Quarters of the New-Hampshire Forces. 

Voted, That theProcIamaiion issued by the Continental 
Congress, of the 12th instant, appointing the 20th of July 
to be kept as a day of Fasting arid Prayer, be printed, and 
sent to all the Towns in this Colony. 

Voted, That Captain Moulton be desired to take four 
men out of Captain Elkins's Company, and an Officer at 
Hampton,' and send Colonel Fenton to Head-Quarters, 
agreeable to the vote of .this. Congress, as soon as may be. 

Voted, That the .Committee .of Safety be, and .hereby 
are directed to answer that part of General Folsom's Let- 
ter relating to. Matrosses, and to make such orders concern- 
ing them as the said Committee shall think best. 

Voted, That Messrs. Samuel Sherburne, Pierce Long, 
Colonel Nicholas Gilman, and Ebenezer Thompson, Esq., 
be a Committee to bring in a draught for an" emission of a 
further sum of Paper Notes. 

Voted, That Capfain Jeremiah Folsom, Major Childs, 
Reverend Mt. Webster, Samuel Dudley, Esquire, Enoch 
Hale, Esquire, Antipas Oilman, and Deacon Knowles, be 
a Committee to bring in -a plan in order to regulate the 
Militia of this Colony. 

Voted, That a Committee be chosen to confer with the 
Congress In MassacKusetts _; and if they then see best, with 
the Assembly in. Rhode-Island and Connecticut, respecting 
the information weliave received of the situation of Ticon- 
deroga, Crown Point, and Canada, and the frontiers of 
iVew- York and New-Hampshire, and endeavour to gain 
such further intelligence as they can procure, of the situa- 
tion of Canada, and the views of those Assemblies relative 
to any plan of operations in those parts ; and the above 
Committee proceed with the utmost expedition in the busi- 
ness to which they are chosen ; and that Messrs. Jonathan 
Child and Oliver Ashley be a Committee for the above 
purposes. 

Voted, That this. Congress is adjourned till three o'clock, 
Monday, P. M._ _ 

Monday, July 3, 1775, P. M. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The £omimttee appointed to wait on the Honourable 
Theodore Atkinson and George Jaffrey, Esquires, reported 
that, they had received of the Honourable George Jaffrey, 
Esq., the sum of one thousand five hundred and sixteen 
Pounds four Shillings and eight Pence, Proclamation 
money, and further reported, as on file. 

Voted, That the Committee aforesaid deliver the money 
brought from Mr. Treasurer Jaffrey, to Colonel Nicholas 
Gilman, Receiver-General, appointed by this Congress, 
and take his receipt therefor, and make report to this Con- 
gress. . '"""'''. 

Voted, That the thanks of this Congress be given to 
the Honourable George Jaffrey, Esq., for his ready com- 
pliance to pay into the hands of the Committee the pub- 
lick money. 

Voted, That the. thanks of this Congress be given to 
the Committee who received the publick money, for their 
faithful and able discharge of. the trust committed to them, 
in demanding and receiving the Colony's money from the 
Honourable George Jaffrey, Esquire. 

A Letter from Doctor Wheelock, giving an account of 
the state of matters in Canada, laid before the Congress; 
"and after considering therecm, _ - - • 



Voted, That Timothy Bedel and. Mr. John. Wheelock 
immediately proceed to the Congress of the Massachusetts- 
Bay with a copy of said Letter, and further inform them 
relative thereto. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, eight o'clock. 

Tuesday, July 4, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Voted, That Noah, Emery, Esq., be, and hereby is ap- 
pointed Deputy Secretary of this Congress. 

The Complaint and Petition of Enoch Bean, being read 
and considered, it is referred to the Committee of Safety 
of Gilmantpn. " " - 

Voted, That the Reverend Mr, Samuel Webster, Israel 
Morey, Esq., and John McJOlary, Esq., be a Committee 
to make a draught of a Vote for establishing and encou- 
raging sundry Manufactures in this Colony. 

Voted, That Captain Matthew Thornton and John 
Dudley, Esq., be added to the Committee for bringing in a 
plan for regulating the Militia. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety be, and hereby are 
directed to draw on the Treasurer or Receiver-General for 
one month's pay, to be paid to the widows and legal repre- 
sentatives of such Officers and Soldiers^asljaye .been tilled 
in the service of this Colony, in the present unhappy war. 

Voted, That the consideration of settling and officering 
the Militia of this Colony, be postponed till further con- 
sideration of this Congress. 

Voted, That Colonel Bartlett, Colonel Hurd, and the 
Honourable Colonel Wears, be joined to the Committee 
to bring in a draught for an emission of a further sum of 
Paper Notes. 

Voted, That a publick stock of Fire-Arms shall be pro- 
vided for the use of this Colony. 

Voted, That five hundred good Fire-Aims be provided, 
and that a Committee of three Membersof this body be 
chosen to procure them, as soon as may be; and that Cap- 
tain Jeremiah Folsom, Mr. Moses Parsons; and Captain 
Stephen Evans, be the Committee for that purpose; and 
that they previously inquire how cheap they can procure 
them, and make report as soon as may be to this Congress, 
if sitting, or otherwise to the Committee of Safety", upon 
whose approbation they are to procure the same ; als'8, that 
the Committee of Safety be, and hereby are empowered 
to advance out of the Treasury such sums as they shall 
think proper, to the said Committee, for procuring" "mate- 
rials for the purpose of making Fire-Arms, Sic. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, eight o'clock in .the morning. 



Wednesday, July 5, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

A Petition being read from the Town of Monadnock, No. 
5, the Congress have taken the same under consideration: 

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is recommended to the 
said Town of Monadnock, No. ■ 5, that they proceed to 
choose, as soon as may be, the several Town Officers which 
may be necessary for the internal government of said Town ; 
such as Selectmen, Constables, &c, as are chosen in other 
Towns in this Colony, at their annual Town-Meetings ; 
also, that they_choose a Committee ofJSafety, or of Cor- 
respondence, for said Town ; and also, that the said Town 
(if occasion requires it) may use the money in the hands 
of Mr. James Lewis, for the purpose of purchasing Fire- 
Arms and Ammunition ; and for which money said Town 
is to be accountable to this Colony or Congress, and 
County of Cheshire, when, demanded ; and further., it is 
Resolved, That Mr. Jonathan Frost be, and hereby is ap- 
pointed by this Congress the Moderator of the first meeting 
in said Town ; and that Messrs. Jonathan Frost, Benja- 
min Tucker, and Thomas Biggs, be,' and hereby are em- 
powered to call said meeting. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General of this Colony, 
appointed by the Congress, be hereby empowered to give 
his notes of hand on the faith of the Colony, payable to 
the possessor, for the furthersum of Ten Thousand Pounds, 
of the present currency, or lawful money, to be paid into the 
Treasury aforesaid, by a tax on the Polls. and Estates: of the 
inhabitants of this Colony, in the following manner, viz : 

Two thousand Pounds to be paid by the 20th of Decem- 
ber, which will be in the year of our Lord, 1776; and the 
sum of three thousand Pounds by the 20th of December, 
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1777 ; three thousand Poupds by the 20th of December, 
1778 ; two thousand Pounds by the 20th of December, 1779. 

And the said Notes shall be printed off with printing 
types, under the care and direction of the Hon. Meskpch 
Weare, Esq., and Captain Pierce Long, being a Commit- 
tee appointed by this Congress for that purpose. 

Eight thousand Pounds of which first mentioned to carry 
interest the same with those already emitted, and to be of 
the following denominations, viz : 

Three thousand nine hundred and ninety-nine Pounds, 
to be in bills of three Pounds each ; two thousand and one 
Pounds, in bills of thirty Shillings; nine hundred and 
ninety Pounds fifteen Shillings, in bills of fifteen Shillings; 
six hundred and sixty-seven Pounds, in bills often Shil- 
lings ; -three hundred and thirty-three Pounds five Shillings, 
in bills, of five Shillings; making, in the whole, the said 
eight thousand Pounds. 

The form of said Notes to be in the following words, 
with such, other devices as may be ordered by the Congress 
or Committee, viz : 

" Colony of New-Hampshire, No. — . 

" The possessor of this Note shall be entitled to receive, 
out of the Treasury of this Colony, the sum of .... . 
Shillings, lawful money, on the 20th of December, 177-, 
with interest at the rate of six per cent, per annum ; and 
this Note shall be received in all payments at the Treasury 
at any time after the date hereof, for the principal sum, 
without interest, if paid before the said 20th day of De- 
cember, A. D. 177-. 

» E. T. N. G." 

And the Treasurer or Committee who shall number the 
same, shall fill the blank left for time of payment, in a 
number of bills sufficient to complete two thousand Pounds, 
with the figure 6 ; and a number to complete three thou- 
sand, with the figure 7 ; and three thousand Pounds, with 
the figure 8. The remaining two thousand Pounds to.be 
small bills, of the following denominations, without interest, 
viz : 

One hundred Pounds, in bills of six Pence ; one hun- 
dred and. fifty Pounds, in bills of nine Pence ; three hun- 
dred Pounds, in bills of one Shilling and six Pence; three 
hundred and fifty Pounds, in bills of one Shilling and nine 
Pence.; five hundred Pounds, in bills of two Shillings and 
six Pence; six hundred Pounds, in bills of three Shillings, 
making, in all, the' said sum of two thousand Pounds. The 
bills to be in the following form : 

" Colony of New-Hampshire, ) 
July 25, 1775. (, 

- " The possessor of this Note shall be entitled to receive, 
out of the Treasury of this Colony, the sum of .... , 
lawful money, x>n the 20th of December, 1779; and this 
Note shall be received in all payments at the Treasury at 
any time after the date hereof. 
' « E. T. N. G." 

And all the above Notes', when redeemed, shall be con- 
sumed to ashes, in the presence of the Representatives of 
this Cobny, or a Committee appointed by them for that 
purpose. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, afternoon. 

Met according'to adjournment. 

Received a Petition from a number of gentlemen at 
Portsmouth, respecting the removing of the several Re- 
cords 'from the Town of Portsmouth to Exeter; which 
being read and considered, 

Voted, That the Vote be not reconsidered, as desired 
by the petitioners. 

Voted, That two Companies, "not exceeding sixty-six 
men each, including officers, be raised of the inhabitants of 
this Colony, to be commissioned by the Committee of 
Safety; and that they be stationed as this Congress or 
Committee of Safety shall think proper. 

Voted, That Colonel Meshech Weare be of the Com- 
mittee of Safety. 

Voted, That the Honourable Meshech Weare, Esq., be 
President pro 'tempore. 

Voted, That the Committee at JS'ewburyport have the 
loan of two 24.-pound, or 32, or 6-pound Cannon ; and the 
Reverend Mr. Steams and Mr. Webster be a Committee 
to acquaint them of the same. ' 



Voted, That it be, and hereby is recommended to the 
Selectmen or Committee, to take an exact list of all the 
Fire-Arms fit for use in their respective Towns and Parishes 
in this Colony ; also, of what are wanting in each Town 
and Parish, and lay the same before this Congress at their 
next meeting, by their Delegates. 

Voted, That this Congress be adjourned to eight o'clock 
to-morrow. 

Thursday, July 6, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Voted, That the Plate which was used in striking off 
the ten thousand and fifty Pounds, be altered, by erasing 
the date and disfiguring the devices upon the plates; and 
that Ebenezer Thompson and George Frost, Esquire, be a 
Committee to see it done, and then deliver the said Plates 
to the Receiver-General, for the purpose of keeping the 
same safe. 

Voted and Resolved by this Convention, That any per- 
sons who may be detected in counterfeiting and passing any 
of the Treasurer's Notes of this Colony, shall, upon full 
conviction of the crime before this or any future Conven- 
tion of this Colony, be deemed an enemy or enemies to 
their Country, and punished according to the discretion of 
the said Convention before wTiich he or they may be so 
tried and convicted. _• .. _ ; 

Adjourned till three o'clock, P. M. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Voted, That the following Receipt be entered into this, 
book's record : 

- " Exoter, July 4, 1775. 

" Received by virtue of the above Vote. of the Provin- 
cial Congress, from the Committee, the sum of fifteen hun- 
dred and eleven Pounds two Shillings and eight Pence, 
Proclamation money; received into the Province Treasu- 
ry.". Nicholas Gilman, Receiver- General" 

Voted, That Captain John Parker have orders to enlist 
one. of the Companies last voted to be raised jn. this Colo- 
ny, and that Asa Pattee be recommended^ fqr his Lieu- 
tenant. - 

Voted, That Captain Jam.es Osgood have orders to 
enlist the other of said Companies, and that Captain Mat- 
theu\ Thornton be recommended for Jjis lieutenant. 

Voted, That Captain Pierce Long be excused a? a 
Cormnittee-man, to take the care and direction of printing 
off the Notes ordered by thjs Congress to be printed ; and 
that Samuel Cutts, Esquire, be, and Tiereby is chosen and 
appointed for that purpose, in the room and stead of said 
Captain Long. 

Voted, That this Congress be adjourned till to-morrow, 
7 o'clock, A. M. _ 

Friday, July 7, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. - . ■ 

The Committee appointed to remove the publick Re- 
cords, fee, make the following Return, vizi . 

That they proceeded to Portsmouth the 4th and 6th 
instant, received and. brought to Exeter, and deposited in 
the several places ordered by Congress, all the ^Records 
and Rolls from the several offices (mentioned In their in- 
structions which were shewn to them, excepting spme 
books of Charters, which the, Hon. Secretary Atkinson in- 
formed the Committee that Governour Went worth had sent 
for a few days since. . ; - -' 

Whereas, this Congress have resolved it a,s their opinion, 
that all the publick Records of this Colony were, in time 
of danger, unsafe in the Town of Portsmouth, and that the 
same should be removed to the Town of Exeter; all which 
Records have, in consequence thereof, been removed by a 
Committee appointed for that purpose, as far as came to 
their knowledge, except the books of Charters of the seve- 
ral Towns kept in this Colony : Therefore, it is now . 

Resolved, That the Honourable Theodore Atkinson, 
Esq., Secretary of this Colony, is accountable to the peo- 
ple for said Records, and that he ought, without delay, to 
deliver the same to the said Committee. , 

Whereas, by a Vote of this Congress, of the 28th of 
June last, the publick Records were jardejegTio be removed 
to Exeter, as a place of safety; and as the real, intent of 
the Vote may be mistaken, or "not understood, it is now 

Resolved, That it was the sole intent and meaning of 
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this Congress, in removing the aforesaid Records, that they 
might be kept in a place of more security than they ap- 
prehended Portsmouth to be, and not to fix them from 
being removed again to Portsmouth, whenever the present 
difficulty and danger may subside. 

Voted, That Deacon Samuel Brooks, Noah Emery, 
William Parker, Jun., and John Rice, Esq., be desired to 
take care and keep in safety the respective Records lately 
left in their custody, until the respective officers take charge 
of them, or till further orders of this Congress. 

Whereas, by and in consequence of a law of this Colo- 
ny, considerable sums of Money have been paid by foreign 
Vessels entering the Port of Piscataqua, which was, by said 
law, to have been appropriated for purchasing Powder for 
the use of the Colony: And whereas, a part thereof has 
been lately paid by the executors of the testament of the 
late Governour Benning Wentworth, to Samuel Livermore, 
Esq., Attorney General ; and as the state of the Colony 
now greatly needs said Moneys for providing Powder for 
the defence of this Colony, according to the original inten- 
tion of the aforesaid law : Therefore, 



Resolved, That John Hurd and Israel Morey, Esquire, 
and Mr. Abel Webster, be a Committee to call upon and 
receive the aforesaid Moneys of the said Samuel Liver- 
more, Esq., and in behalf of this Congress to give him a 
receipt therefor sufficient to indemnify him for the delivery 
thereof. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety be desired to 
write a Letter to the Continental Congress, and that the 
President sign the same in the name and behalf of this 
Congress, therein setting forth the state of our Forces, and 
the situation of this Colony, &c. 

Voted, That the Committee for procuring Fire-Arms be, 
and hereby are directed to procure the same forthwith, on 
the best terms they can. : - 

Voted, That this Congress be adjourned toTuesday, 
the 22d day of August next, at three of the clock, after- 
noon, to meet at this place; and that jf any thing should 
happen in the mean time that the Commit tee of Safety 
shall think of sufficient consequence, that they have power 
to convene this Congress sooner. _.'._'_' 

Adjourned to August 22, 1775. 



HOUSE OF BURGESSES OF VIRGINIA. 

General Assembly begun and held at the Capitol in the 
City of Williamsburgh, on Thursday, the first day of 
June, in the fifteenth year of the reign of our Lord 
George the Third, by the grace of God, of Great Bri- 
tain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, 
&c, Annoque Domini one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-five. 

On which day, being ,the_ first day of the meeting of 
this General Assembly for the despatch of publick busi- 
ness, piMtfarnrto a Proclamation hereunto annexed, and 
also to the Writs which had issued for that purpose, his 
Excellency the Right Honourable John Earl of Dunmore, 
His Majesty's Lieutenant and Governour-General of the 
Colony and Dominion of Virginia, and Vice-Admiral of 
the. same,' having made a Commission under his hand and 
the seal of the Colony, hereunto also annexed, empower- 
ing the Honourable Thomas Nelson, Richard Corbin, Wil- 
liam Byrd, John Tayloe, Robert Carter, Robert Burwell, 
and Ralph Wormeley, Esquires, John Camm, Clerk, and 
John Page and Gaivin Corbin, Esquires, to administer the 
Oaths appointed to be taken by the Members returned to 
serve in the General Assembly before they go into the 
House pf Burgesses, several of the said Commissioners 
came about ten of the clock into the Council Chamber, 
where the said Oaths are usually taken, and George Wythe, 
Clerk of the Houstb" of Burgesses, attending according to 
his duty, with a book containing a list of the names of 
such Members as had been returned to serve in this Gene- 
ral Assembly, and with the Writs for electing them, deli- 
vered to him by the Clerk of the Secretary's office, the 
said Commissioners administered the said Oaths to such of 
the said Members of the House of Burgesses as appeared; 
which being done, the Members" repaired to their seats in 
the Houseef Burgesses. 

After which, a Message' was delivered by John Blair, 
Esquire, Clerk of the General Assembly : : 

Gentlemen: The Governour. commands this House to 
attend his Excellency immediately in the Council Cham- 
ber. . . 

Accordingly the House went up to attend his Excellen- 
cy in the Council Chamber, where his Excellency was 
pleased to say to them : 

Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses : 

You must return again to your House, and immediately 
proceed to the choice of a Speaker. 

And the House being returned, 

Henry Lee, Esquire, one of the Members for the Coun- 
ty of Prince William, addressing himself to the Clerk, 
(who, standing up, pointed to him, and then sat down,) 
moved th at P eyton Randolph, Esquire, should take the 
Chair of ihis_ House;, as Speaker, which office he had 
before filled with sucK distinguished abilities, steadiness, 
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and impartiality, as had given entire satisfaction to the 
publick; and thereupon, : 

Mr. Randolph was elected without opposition, and was 
taken out of his place by two Members, wlicTled jiim from 
thence to the Chair; and having ascended the uppermost 
step, and standing there, Mr. Randolph returned his thanks 
to the House for placing him again in that elevated station, 
and. assured them, that as he had gained their favourable 
opinion, of which their unanimous suffrages on this rand 
other occasions were a testimony equally convincing and 
honourable, so he. would studiously endeavour to preserve 
it by a strict attention to, and a faithful discharge of, his 
duty, in any department the publick should think'hfm 
worthy to serve them in ; adding, that he doubted rfot the 
House would judge of his future conduct with jheir_ won; ted 
candour, and would support him with their assistance, moie 
especially necessary at this critical season. : "."".. : 

And thereupon he sat down in the Chairj and then the 
Mace (which before lay under the tabIe7waTlai3 i upon 
the table. , ; 

Ordered, That a Message be sent to the Governour, to 
acquaint his Excellency that this House, in obedience Jo 
his commands, have made choice of a Speaker, and to 
know his pleasure when they shall attend to present him; 
and that Mr. Henry Lee and Mr. Treasurer do wait upon 
his Excellency with the said Message.^ - 

They accordingly withdrew, and fjeing returned, Mr. 
Treasurer reported, that the Governour was pleased to say 
he would send an answer by a messenger of his own. 

A Message from the Governour by Mr. Blair: 

Mr. Speaker. '.The Governour commands this House 
to attend his Excellency immediately in the Council* Cham- 
ber. - vl^_: 

Accordingly Mr. Speaker elect, with the House, went 
up to attend his Excellency in the Council Chamber ; and 
he was pleased to declare his approbation of their choice. 

Then Mr. Speaker did, in the name and on behalf .of 
the House, lay claim to all their ancient" rights ; and privi- 
leges, particularly a freedom of speech and debate, exemp- 
tion from arrests, and protection for their estates ; and 
lastly, for himself, requested that his errownTTght not be 
imputed to the House. - ,. 

The Governour answered that he should take care to 
defend them in all their just rights and privileges. " 

The House being returned, - 

^ Mr. Speaker reported, that the House hadjUtended the 
Governour in the Council Chamber, where his Excellency 
was pleased to approve the choice they hadrriade'of him 
to be their Speaker, and to grant and to allowTo themj 
upon petition of claim made by him to his Excellency, in 
the name and on the behalf of the House oTBurgesjses, 
all their ancient rights and privileges, particularly a freedom 
of speech and debate, exemption from arrests, and protec- 
tion for their estates.. .. - - 
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■JMr. Speaker also reported that the Governour was 
pleased to make a speech to the Council and this House, 
of which Mr, Speaker said he had, to prevent mistake, 
obtained a copy ; which he read to the House, and is as 
folio we th, viz : 

Gentlemen of the Council, Mr. Speaker, and 
■ > ~;'V Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses : 
I have called you together to give you an opportunity 
of taking the alarming state of the Colony into your con- 
sideration, and providing remedies against the evils which 
are' incrqaiing therein ; and I am induced to it at this time 
particularly, as the declaration of the King and Parliament, 
contained in the joint Address of the Lords, and Commons, 
op fh.ejT.th of "February last, and His Majesty's Answer, 
no longer admit of a doubt that your well-founded griev- 
ances, pjrop'erly represented, will meet with that attention 
and regard which are so justly due to them ; so likewise 
the Resolution of the House of Commons, which followed 
on the 27th of the same month J will, I. trust, have the 
effect of removing the jealousy which has been the princi- 
pal source of disquiet and uneasiness in the minds of the 
people. Therefore I entertain the strongest hopes that 
UQthing will remain, after a just consideration of the nature 
' and tendency of that Resolution, to prevent your seriously 
exertjng yourselves to bring the disputes, which have" un- 
happily raged between the Mother Country and the Colo- 
nies, to a good end; to which the step already taken by 
the House of Commons must be considered as a benevo- 
lent, tender, and, I hope, auspicious advance on the part of 
the Parent State. . ■ - 

ft must now, be manifest to all dispassionate people, that 
the. Parliament, the high and supreme legislature of the 
Empire, far from having entertained thoughts so inconsist- 
enTwith the wisdom and publick virtue which have ever 
distinguished that august body, of oppressing the people of 
the Colonjes, or of promoting the interest of one at. the 
expense of another "part of their fellow-subjects, have only 
been extending then - care, that the whole, in consideration 
of, the enjoyment of equal rights, privileges, and advan- 
tages, should be obliged, according to their abilities and 
situation, to contribute that proportion towards the burdens 
necessary for the support of their civil Government, and 
for the common defence, which the subjects of the same 
State cannot, with any justice, or consistent with their own 
welfare, refuse to grant; the principle of which haying 
never, I believe, been denied by the people of His Majes- 
ty's Dominion of Virginia, I hope you will think it rea- 
sonable now to acknowledge the propriety, and to engage 
to fulfil your part of the obligation it concludes., 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses : 
No specific sum is demanded of you for these purposes, 
that (as I think obviously appears) your justice and libe- 
rality may be left, to their full scope, and that your gift, if 
you should be induced to offer any, may he, in the com- 
pletest .manner, free. The civil Government of this Coun- 
try being already provided for, you will only have to de- 
clare what proportion, and by what means, you are willing 
to contribute towards the publick burdens of the State, 
burdens jo which the Mother Country hath cheerfully sub- 
mitted, to secure the Colonies from the encroachments of 
a dangerous and vigilant enemy. And I am warranted to 
say, that as it is never intended to require you to tax your- 
selves, without Parliament's taxing the subjects of Great 
Britain on the same occasionf"ih a far greater proportion, 
no prudence which you shall think necessary to observe 
for your security in that particular can be disapproved of. 

And I, can likevyjse assure you, that if you should judge 
fit to adopt the principle and imitate the example of jus- 
tice, equity, and moderation in your proposals, which actu- 
ated the Ho,use of Commons in their Resolution, declaring 
at once what was ultimately expected of you, such a com- 
pliance on your part will be considered by His Majesty 
pot only a testimony of your reverence for Parliament, but 
)ilao a mark of your duty and attachment to your Sover- 
eign, who has no object nearer his heart than the peace 
and prosperity of his subjects in every part of his Do- 
minions.. , 

I must recommend to you to fall upon means of paying 
the officers and. private men employed in repelling the late 
invasion and incursions of the Lidians, as I make no doubt 



you will. think their services on that occasion deserving of 
your attention. 

Gentlemen of the Council, Mr. Speaker, and 

Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses : 

You maybe assured of my cheerful concurrence in all 
measures, and ready assent to all laws which it may be 
found expedient to adopt for the present peace, tranquilli- 
ty, and advantage of the Country; and I hope you will 
think it necessary to these ends, that the courts of justice 
should forthwith be opened, in order that the laws may 
again have their due course. 

I cannot conclude without exhorting you, in the most 
earnest manner, to enter upon the subject-matter now 
recommended to you, with that patience, calmness, and 
impartiality, which its great importance requires, and to 
reflect upon the benefits this Country hath received from 
thesupport given to it by the Parent State, whichJ hope 
will animate your zeal, now you have it in your power, to 
restore that harmony and mutual confidence which" render- 
ed both Countries so flourishing, and", in. short, to pursue 
your true interest, which will convert our present gloomy 
apprehensions into prospects of peace, happiness, and last- 
ing security. 

Ordered, That the said Speech do lie upon the table, to 
be perused by the Members of the House. 

Ordered, That the said Speech be taken into consider- 
ation to-morrow. 



. r Friday, June 2, 15 Goo. Ill, 1775. 

A Message from the Gpvernour, by Mr. Blair: -" 

Mr- Speaker : I am commanded by his Excellency the 
Governour to deliver to your House the joint Address of 
the Lords and Commons, on the 7th of February last, and 
His Majesty's answer; and also "the Resolution of the 
House of Commons, on the 27th' of the same month, re- 
ferred to in the Speech of his Excellency to the Council 
and this House. . ~ 

_ And he presented the said Papers at the bar. 

And the said Papers were read. 

Ordered, That the said Papers do lie upon the table, 
to be perused by the Members, of the House. 

The Order of the Day being read, 

The Speech of his Excellency the "Governour to the. 
Council and this House vvas again read by Mr. Speaker. 

Resolved, That an Address be presented to his Excel- 
lency the Governour, to assure his Lordship that we will 
immediately take into our most serious consideration .the 
several important matters contained m his. Excellency's 
Speech to the Council and this House, and proceed with 
that coolness and deliberation which ought ever to influence 
the counsels of a free and loyal people. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to draw up 
an Address to be presented to the Governour upon the said 
Resolution. - . 

And a Committee, vvas appointed of Mr, Treasurer, Mr. 
Mercer, Mr. Jefferson, Mr, Henry Lee, Mr. Munford, Mr. 
Dandridge, Mr. Nelson, Mr. Jones, Mr. Gary, Mr. Fran- 
cis Lightfoot Lee, Mr, Whitinge, and Mr'. Charles Carter 
of Stafford. 

■Ordered, That the Govemour's Speech to the Council 
and this House, and the Papers therein referred, to, which 
were ordered to lie upon the table, be referred, to the' said 
Committee. 

A Journal of the Proceedings of the Congress held at 
Philadelphia, on the 5th day of September, 1774, was Laid 
before the House. 

Ordered, That the said Journal do lie upon the table, 
to be perused by the Members of the. House. 

Resohed, That this House will, upon Monday next, re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole House to con- 
sider of the'said Journal. 

The Proceedings of the Convention of Delegates for 
the Counties and Corporations in the Colony of Virginia, 
held at Richmond Town, in the County of Henrico, on the - 
20tli day of March, 1775, were laid before the House. 

Ordered, That the said Proceedings do lie upon the 
table, to be perused by the Members of the House. 

Resolved, That this House will, upon Monday next, 
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resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole House to con- 
sider of the said Proceedings. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a Bill for ap- 
pointing Commissioners to settle the accounts of the Militia 
lately drawn out into actual service, and for making provi- 
sion to pay the same ; and that Mr. Mercer and Mr. Mason 
do prepare and bring in the same, 

Saturday, June 3, 15 Goo. IIT, 1775. 

Resolved, That an Address be presented to his Excel- 
lency the Governour, requesting lhat his Lordship will be 
pleased to communicate to this House the best information 
he has had respecting the number of the. Militia lately 
drawn out into actual servicein defence of this Colony, by 
his Excellency's command, and the probable expense at- 
tending the same; and that his Lordship will inform this 
House what Militia his Excellency has ordered on duty 
since the conclusion of the late Indian expedition, and for 
what purposes. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to his 
Excellency by Mr. Mercer and Mr. Thomas Walker. 

Monday, Juno 5, 15 Geo. Ill, 1775. 

A Message from the Governour by Mr. Blair : 

Mr. Speaker : I_am commanded by the Governour to 
lay before this House his Excellency's written Message in 
answer to their Address relative to the MiTitia lately drawn 
ou.t into actuaL service, together with the other Papers 
which the Message refers to. And he presented the same 
at the bar; and the Message was read, and is as follovveth, 
viz : . 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses : 

In answer 10 a Resolution of your House, brought to me 
by" two of your members, that an Address be presented to 
me requesting me to communicate to you the best informa- 
tion I have had respecting the number of the Militia lately 
drawn out into actual service in defence of this Colony by 
my command, and the probable expense attending the 
same; /and that I inform yon what Militia I have ordered 
on duty since the conclusion of the late Indian expedition, 
and for what purposes : I can only from recollection (not 
having been furnished with exact returns) acquaint you 
that the body of militia which Colonel Andrew Lewis con- 
ducted, and that with winch I marched in person, amounted 
together to about three thousand men, officers included ; 
but I refer you to the Lieutenants of the Counties from 
whence the Militia were draughted for that service, to the 
Commanding Officers, of the different Corps, and to the 
Captains under them, from the returns and lists of whose 
respective companies; you will obtain the information in 
regard of number and from that of expense, which you 
require, fri the best and most particular manner. 

With respect to/what Militia have been ordered on duty 
since the conclusion of. the Indian expedition : it was 
thought requisite to continue a body of one hundred men 
at a temporary fort near the mouth of the Great Kenhawa, 
as well for taking care of the men who had been wounded 
in the action between Colonel Andrew Lewis's 'division 
and the Indians, as for securing that part of the back coun- 
try fromThe T attempts of straggling parlies of Indians, who 
might notjje apprised of the peace concluded, or others of 
the tribes which had not joined in it. It was likewise ne- 
cessary to keep op a small body of men at Fort Dunmore, - 
in like iT)anner.fpr the security of the country on that side, 
and also for guarding twelve Indian prisoners belonging to 
the Mingo tribe, which had not surrendered or acceded to 
the peace concluded only with the Shawqnese ; and seven- 
ty-five men were employed at this place, for these purposes. 
Twenty-five men were likewise left at Fort Fincastle, as a 
post of cornni'unicatlon between the two others ; and all to- 
gether for the further purposeof forming a chain on the back 
of the settlers, to observe the Indians until we should have 
good reason to believe nothing more was apprehended from 
them; which, as soon as I received favourable accounts of, 
I ordered the several posts to be. evacuated, and the men 
to be discharged. 

I have ordered my letters to be laid before you for your 
further Information, Vhich contain all the orders I gave for 
the embodying andjrawing Out the Militia upon the occa- 
sion of the Indian disturbances ; and likewise the substance 



of the peace agreed to between me and the Indians, which 
has not been formally ratified, that having been deferred to 
a meeting intended to be held at Fort Dunmore this spring, 
where all the Ohio Indians, for the greater solemnity, were 
to be present, but which I have not been able to find time 
to proceed to. 

If there be any thing further which the House shall re- 
quire to be informed of, I shall be ready to give them all 
the satisfaction in my power. Dunmore. 

Ordered, That the said Message, and the Papers therein 
referred to, do lie upon the table, to be perused by the 
Members of the House, . .- .- 

Mr. Treasurer reported from the. Committee appointed 
to draw up an Address to be presented to the Governour, 
that the Committee had drawn up an Address accordingly, 
which they had directed him to report to the House ; and 
he read the sarnB in his place, and afterwards deTTvered it 
in at the Clerk's table, where the same was read, and i§ as 
followeth, viz: 

My Lord: We, His Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Burgesses of Virginia, now met in General 
Assembly, take this opportunity, which your Excellency 
hath given us, to express our great concern at the alarm- 
ing situation of our Country and those evils brought upon 
us by a departure of His Majesty's Ministers from that 
wise system of administration under the influencc~of which 
the Colonies of North America had so long and happily 
flourished. 

However strangely this Country may have been mis- 
represented, we do solemnly avow the firmest and ipost 
unshaken attachment to our most gracious Sovereign and 
his Government, as founded on the laws and principles of 
our excellent Constitution, and we sllali think ourselves 
happy in giving His Majesty every future testimony of our 
loyalty and affection. ' .,.;.,_._!;:; ..... - 

We assure your Lordship that we wiUpursue the most 
speedy measures for defraying the expenses of the late mili- 
tary expedition against the Indians. That proper provision 
has not yet been made for those gallant pfficers_and sol* 
diers who so nobly exposed their lives in deTence of ihjs 
Country, cannot be justly imputed to any delay or neglect 
on our part, this being the first opportunity your Lordship 
hath been pleased to afford us of paying a proper attention 
to their signal services and giving them their due reward. 

The occlusion of our Courts of justice can only be 
ascribed to a cornbination'of untoward and distressing inci- 
dents, which we have long and deeply lamented.' These 
Courts, my Lord, were established by different Acts Q f 
ouj^General Assembly. In order to enable the officers of 
justice to receive such fees as were adequate to their ser- 
vices, our. ancestors judged it necessary to settle and limit 
them by an express act of their Legislature." "This "law 
had existed and been continued with various amendments, 
such as the fluctuation of affairs made necessary, through 
a long tract of time. The late House of Burgesses, m 
May, 1774, finding that the Fee-Bill hafl expired jnst 
before they were convened, and that other most valuable 
acts were near expiring, proceeded to the continuance gnd 
revival of them ; but their endeavours : to discharge tlrese 
and other important duties Jo their CoutHry~were~arrested 
arjd cut short by a sudden and unexpected dissolution of JLe 
Assembly. Since this, my Lord, our situation lm7 under, 
gone a total change. For just and well knownl reasons, 
this Country, as well as our sister Colonies, have' been 
driven to the necessity" of suspending their commerce 
with Great Britain, Ireland, and the West-India Islands. 
The.re still, however, remained within the'~IlW"oFformer 
parliamentary regulations, several other valuable branches 
of export to different parts of the world, which we well 
hoped would have enabled the inhabitants of ' thk~Coun- 
try to discharge their debts more expeditiously than they 
cou 'd J iave t ' one D y continuing their usual exports and ex- 
ceeding imports to and from Great JBritain, so that we 
are convinced their creditors could have i had no reasonable 
cause of complaint. But we have now, my Lord, received 
information, too well grounded it is to be feared, that these 
resources are to be entirely shut up by an._act of the Bri- 
ti'sh Parliament, cutting off all our trade with all other 
parts of the whole universe, except the Islands of Great 
Britain, Ireland, and the West-Indie). - "•"-'-'" :r 
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Money, my Lord, is not a plant or the native growth of 
this Country. If the people are totally restrained by the 
hand of power from sending such produce of their estates 
as they choose, and it is most for their general interest to 
make, to foreign markets, in which alone it will command 
a tolerable price, they are precluded from the necessary 
proper means of discharging their debts. In such a situa- 
tion jve presifme it may be submitted to your Lordship's 
judgment, how far it would be consistent with prudence 
and justice, or even humanity, for us to interpose legisla- 
tive authority, in order to compel the Magistrates to open 
the courts of civil jurisdiction, and thereby expose the 
people to cruel exactions; we rather think it will be better 
to await the time when the returning wisdom and justice 
of Great Britain may put it in our power to restore all 
things to that channel in which they formerly flowed to 
her aggrandizement, the prosperity and happiness of the 
whole Empire. 

We win, my Lord, proceed forthwith to consider farther 
the state of the Country, the Address of the Lords and 
Common's, and His Majesty's answer, together with the Re- 
solution of the House of Commons, whfch you have laid 
before m; this we will endeavour to do with that calmness 
and impartiality which their great importance may require ; 
and we sincerely hope, as your Lordship conceives, that we 
.may find the propositions now made to us" a benevolent, 
tebder^jand auspicious advance on the part of the Parent 
State to warHs bringi fig to a fortunate, and the most desira- 
ble, issue, all tbose disputes and dissensions which have so 
unhappily prevailed. 

The said Address being read a second time, 

Resolved .nemine contradicente, That the House doth 
agree with the Committee in the said Address to be pre- 
senjted_tq_ thejGToyefnour. ' 

Resolved, That the said Address be presented to his 
Excellency by the whole House. 

Ordered, That the Gentlemen who drew up the said 
Address do wait upon the Governour, to know his pleasure 
when tHs.HQuse shall attend his Excellency to present 
.their .Address.,*, .'. -- 

Resohed, That the Governour's Speech be taken into 
consld.eraifon to-niorrow. 

Resolyed,^ That this House will, to-morrow, resolve itself 
intcLa Committee of the Whole House to take into consi- 
deration the Governour's Speech. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to inspect the 
pubjick Magazine in this City, and inquire into the Stores 
belonging to the same, and make report thereof to the 
House, 

And a Committee was appointed of Mr. Mercer, Mr. 
Treasurer, Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Henry Lee, Mr. Munford, 
Mr. Dandridge, Mr. Nelson, Mr. Jones, Mr. Cary, Mr. 
Francis JJghtfoot Lee, Mr. Whitinge, Mr. Charles Car- 
ter pf Stafford, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Zane, Mr. Page, Mr. 
Carringlon, Mr. Digges, Mr. Banister, Mr. Thomas Wal- 
ker; M_r. Travis and Mj. JS/orvell. And they are to liave 
power to send lor Persons, Papers and Records. 

A. Petition qT the Presbytery of Hanover, in behalf of 
themselves and, all the Presbyterians in Virginia, and of all 
Protestant Dissenters elsewhere, was presented to the House 
and read ;. setting forth, that in or about the year 1738 
marry thousand Presbyterian families, relying upon the as- 
surances, of Government that they should enjoy the free 
exercise of their religion, removed from the Northern Colo- 
nies and settled in Jhe Frontiers of this, forming a barrier 
for the. lower parts (hereof ; and taking notice of a bill for 

■ granting a toleration to His Majesty's dissenting Protestant 
Subjects, which, in the year 1772, was presented to the 
House, ancT afterwards ordered to be printed ; and pointing 
out several objections thereunto ; and praying that no bill 
may pass into a law but such as will secure to the Petition- 
ed equal liberties and advantages with their fellow-subjects.. 

Ordered, That the said Petition do lie upon; the table. 

■ Resolved, That an Address be presented to his Excel- 
lency the Governour, desiring that he will be pleased to 
direct the proper officer to lay before this House the amount 
of the "tonnage of one shilling and three pence sterling, 
imposed on "Ships and Vessels trading to this Colony, from 
the year 1762. 



Ordered, That the said Address be presented to his 
Excellency by Mr. Treasurer, Mr. Mercer and Mr. Hen- 
ry Lee. ".-"." / 

The Order of the Day being read, for the House to 
resolve itself into a Committee of the whole House, to 
consider of the Journal of the proceedings of the Congress 
held at Philadelphia, on the fifth day of September, 1774, 

The House resolved itself into the said Committee. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Cary took the chair of the Committee. 

Mr, Speaker resumed the chair. 

Mr. Cary reported from the Committee, that they had 
come to several Resolutions, which they had directed him. 
to report when the House will please to receive the same. 

Ordered, That the Report be now received. 

Mr." Cary accordingly reported from the. said Committee 
the Resolutions which they had directed him to report to the 
House ; which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered 
in at the Clerk's table; where the same were read, and are 
as fbllowetb, viz: " 

Resolved, That it is the opinion ofthis Committee (hat 
the House be moved to come to the following Resolution : 

Resolved, That this House doth entirely and cordially 
approve the Proceedings and Resolutions of the American 
Continental Congress; and that they consider this whole 
Continent as under the highest obligations to ihat very 
respectable body, for the wisdom of their counsels, and 
their unremitted endeavours to maintain and preserve invi- 
olate the just rights and liberties, of His Majesty's dutiful 
and loyal subjects in America. ...-•". 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee that 
the House.be moved to come to.. the "following Resolution: 

Resolved, That the warmest thanks of this House, and 
all the inhabitants of this Colony whom they represent, are 
particularly due, and that this just tribute of applause be 
presented to the Honourable Peyton Randolph, Esquire, 
Richard Henry Lee, George Washington, Patrick Henry, 
Junior, Richard Bland, Benjamin Harrison, and^Edmund 
Pendleton, Esquires, the worthy Delegates deputed to. re- 
present this Colony in General. Congress at Philadelphia, 
the fifth day of September last, for their cheerful under- 
taking and faithful discharge of the very important trust 
reposed in them. " " <■ -■'-■- 

The said Resolutionsibeing severally read a second time, 
were, upon the question severally put thereupon, agreed to 
by the House. ■-..--._.-■' ... ^ 

Resolved nemine contradicente, That this House doth 
entirely and cordially approve the Proceedings and Resolu- 
tions of the American Continental Congress ; and ..that they 
consider this whole Continent as under the highest obliga- 
tions to that very respectable body for the wisdom of their 
counsels, and their unremitted endeavours to maintain and 
preserve inviolate the just rights and liberties of His. Ma- 
jesty's dutiful and loyal subjects in A mcrica. ' ~ ■ 

Resolved nemine contradicente. That theivamrest thanks 
of this House, and all the inhabitants of this. Colony whom 
they represent, are particularly due, and that this just tri- 
bute of applause be presented to the Honourable Peyton 
Randolph, .Esquire, Richard Henry Lee, George Wash- 
ington, Patrick Henry, Junior, RicKard Bland, Benjamin 
Harrison, and Edmund Pendleton, Esquires, thVworthy 
Delegates deputed to represent this Colony in." General 
Congress at Philadelphia, "the fifth, day of September last, 
for their cheerful undertaking and faithful discharge of the 
very important trust reposeel in them,. . 

The other Order of the Day being read, 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House to consider of the proceedings of the Convention of 
Delegates for the Counties and. Corporations in the. Colony 
of Virginia, held at Richmond T_Q\yn , hr the County of 
Henrico, on the twentieth day of March, 1775. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. :^ ' :•_-_■:..-_- 

Mr. Cary took the chair of the Committee, 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. : 

Mr. Cary reported from the Committee that tTiey had 
corne to a Resolution, which they Tiad directed him to re- 
port when the House will please to receive the same. 

Ordered, That the. Report be now received.. _^ 

Mr, Cary accordingly reporte d from the said Committee, 
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the Resolution, which they had directed him to report to 
the House ; which he read in his place, and afterwards de- 
livered in at the Clerkjs table, where the same was read, 
and is as followeth, viz : 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee that 
the House be moved to come to the following Resolution : 

.Resolved, That this House doth entirely approve the 
Proceedings and Resolutions of the Convention of Dele- 
gates for the Counties and Corporations in the Colony of 
Virginia, held at Richmond Town, in the County of Hen- 
rico, on the twentieth day of March, 1775 ; and that it be 
recommended to all the good people of this Colony strictly 
to conform to apd observe the same. 

The said Resolution being read a second time, was, upon 
the question put thereupon, agreed to by the House. 

Resolved nemine contradiccnte, That this House do en- 
tirely approve the Proceedings and Resolutions of the 
Convention of Delegates for the Counties and Corporations 
in the Colony of Virginia, held at Richmond ! Town, in the 
County of Henrico, on the twentieth day of March, 1775 ; 
and that it be recommended to all the good people of this 
Colony strictly to conform to, and observe the same. 

Address of the Council to the Governour. 
To His Excellency the Right Honourable John Earl of 

Dunmore, His Majesty's Lieutenant and Governour- 

General of the Colony and . Dominion of Virginia, 

and Vice-admiral of the same : 
The humble Address of the Council : 

My Lord: We, His Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Council of Virginia, now met in General As- 
sembly, beg leave, to present our humble thanks to your 
Excellency for your Speech at the opening of the Session, 
and for giving us an opportunity to take the present alarm- 
ing state of this Colony into our consideration, and provide 
remedies against the increasing evils therein. Your doing 
this so seasonably, and as soon as you were properly ap- 
prised of~wTial yog thought would lay a firm. foundation 
for our proceeding with success in so desirable a work, we 
cannot but regard as i proof of your attachment to the 
welfare of this Dominion. 

As this Country hath, for many years past, made ample 
provision for the civil Government thereof, we have only 
to declare our willingness to concur with the other branch 
of the Legislature in such proportion and in such means 
as they shall be vvilling to contribute towards the publick 
burdens of the State. 

The peace and good order of every Country depending 
on the regular administration of justice, we are desirous 
that the Courts should be forthwith opened, and that the 
laws may again have their due course; as such a step will 
be instrumental in removing mischiefs of the greatest mag- 
nitude and most destructive tendency. 

To which His Excellency was pleased to return the fol- 
lowing Answer. 
Gentlemen: Your willingness to concur in measures 
which, if adopted, will entirely compose the destructive 
differences between this Country and Great Britain, and 
restore the order and tranquillity of the Colony, cannot 
but. give His Majesty the most sensible pleasure, as the 
opportunity of communicating to him such a proof of the 
duty and loyalty of this branch of the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia affords me, the greatest satisfaction. 

~" ---;■' Tuesday, June 6, 15 Geo. Ill, 1775. 

A Message from the Governour by Mr. Blair; 

Mr. Speaker: I have received the Governour's com- 
mands to lay before this r House a written Message from his 
Excellency, relative to trie publick Magazine, together with 
a paper therein referred to. And he presented the same at 
the bar, and the Message was read, and is as followeth, viz : 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses; 

I have received a Paper, without date or signature, de- 
siring I would direct the keeper of the Magazine to give 
access to some persons, (I know not whom, the paper not 
saying who they are,) appointed by the House of Bur- 
gesses a Committee to examine into the state of the publick 
Magazine. I send the said paper for the inspection of the 



House, and beg to be informed whether the persons there 
alluded to are authorized, as therein alleged, to desire 
access to the Magazine. . Dunmore. 

The Paper referred to in the Message : 

" My Lord : We, being appointed by the House of Bur- 
gesses a Committee to examine into the state of the pub- 
lick Magazine, wait upon your Lordship to desire that you 
will be pleased to direct the keeper thereof to give us access 
thereto, that we may be able to make a. proper and full 
report to the House. 

"Before this Resolution was known to the people, we 
understand that sundry persons, unknown to us, broke 
open the Magazine, and took out several arms ; but we 
assure your Lordship, that, so soon as this transaction was 
known to the House, some of the members interposed, and 
prevailed on such as were to be found, to return what they 
had taken, and we have hopes that the rest may yet be 
reclaimed, which we shall not neglect our endeavours to 
effect," . -; " 



Ordered, That the gentlemen who were appointed to 
inspect the publick Magazine in this City, and inquire into 
the Stores belonging to the same, do prepare an Answer to 
the said Message, and that they withdraw immediately. " 

Ordered, That the said Message, and the Paper therein 
referred to, be referred to the said Committee. "...'" 

Mr. Mercer reported from the Committee appointed to 
prepare an answer to the Governour's Messa^e~,t¥at the 
Committee had prepared an Address accordingly, which 
they had directed him to report to the House ; and he read 
the same in Jiis place, and afterwards delivered It inl_at. the 
Clerk's table, where the same was read, and is as fol- 
loweth, viz: ' " --'---- 

My Lord: We, His Majesty's dutiful andToyal subjects, 
the Burgesses of Virginia, having received your Lordship's 
written message respecting the proceedings of the Com- 
mittee appointed to examine the Magazine, have taken the 
same under our consideration. The House, yesterday, as" 
what they thought a proper foundation of inquiry into the 
many disturbances which had arisen in the Country, ap- 
pointed Mr. Mercer, Mr. Treasurer, Mr. Jefferson, Mr. 
Henry Lee, Mr. Munford, Mr. Dandridge, "Mr. Nelson, 
Mr, Jones, Mr. Carey, Mr." Francis Lightfoot Lee, Mr. 
Whiting, Mr. Charles Carter of Stafford, Mr. Braxton, 
Mr. Zane, Mr. Page, Mr. Carrington, Mr. DTgges, Mr. 
Banister, Mr. Thomas Walker, Mr. Travis, arfd Mr. Nor- 
vell, twenty-one of their members, to inquire into the state 
of the publick magazine. Upon receipt of your Excel- 
lency's message, they examined the steps their Committee 
had taken, and received the following report: That the 
Committee having convened, and judging it decent and 
proper, in the first place, waited on your Excellency, who 
by law. hath the appointment of the keeper of the maga- 
zine, to request that you would be pleased to direct him to 
give them access thereto; that finding some irregularities 
had been committed, they also thought it prudent to men- 
tion them to your Excellency, and inform you of their en- 
deavours to have the arms, which had been talcen out of 
the magazine, immediately restored ; that, to avoid mis- 
takes, they judged it most proper fo reduce. the intended 
application. to writing ; that they then in a body, and in. the 
most respectful manner waited on your Excellency, and 
by their Chairman delivered their request verbally, leaving 
the written paper with, your Lordship for your better in- 
formation ; that your Excellency was pleased to receive if, 
and promised to. furnish them, with the key of the maga- 
zine as soon as yon could procure it ; that the Committee 
not hearing from your Lordship, their Chairman was direct- 
ed to wait on you this. morning, and was referred for answer 
to a message you intended to send to the' House." 

We hope that your Lordship, upon revislng^ffiese pro- 
ceedings, will change your present seniiments7Sn3 think 
with us, that there was no impropriety in the conduct of 
the Committee. Their application to your Excellency, 
the House considers as proper and decent. ~T7ie gentle- 
men who composed the Committee must have been all 
known to you; and had you conceived the IeastTmproprfe- 
ty in their procedure, it would have been kind in your 
Lordship to have pointed it out to them. At tie time this 
Committee waited upon your Lordship, ano3r7er Com- 
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mittee attended/to inform you that this House had agreed belonging to His Majesty's Ship the Fowey, were expected 

loan address in answer to your Lordship's speech ; this to be at the Palace this day, by the Governour s order, and 

message was delivered by one Committee, who, we "pre- that the people of the City of Wilhamsburgh, and Counties 

snme, were not better known to your Lordship than the adjoining, were greatly alarmed thereat and were deter- 

members of the other. Though there was not an express mined to attack the said Marines and Sailors i! they should 

order of the House that the Committee should apply to come, it was ordered that Richard Lorbin and Robert 

your Lordship for the purpose they did, yet we conceive Carter, Esquires, wait on his Excellency, in the name ot 

"that such application was necessarily incident to the due the Council, to desire he would be pleased to g.ve orders 

execution of the general order of the House to inquire for stopping them, and thereby prevent the great calamity 

into the state of the magazine. which was otherwise likely to ensue. Richard Lorbin, 

We feel very sensibly, my Lord, the weight of the in- Esquire, reported, that the gentlemen appointed had, ac- 

sinuation in your message ; but' 'willing, upon all occasions, cording to order, waited on the Governour, who appeared 

and especially at this unhappy juncture, to avoid every kind to be astonished at the report which had prevailed ; assured 

of controversy, we shall direct that your Excellency be them that he had given no orders for the Marines or Sailors, 

waited upon with the order of yesterday, before referred nor did he know of its being intended by any body to send 

to; and should any doubts still remain, we will endeavour jhem to the Palace, and that in case of any such design he 

to remove them, on their being pointed out to us. would send to prevent it. 

The said Answer being read a second time, ' Ordered, That the thanks :of tbis Jlouse be g.ven to the 

Resolved, That the House doth agree with the Com- Council, for laying a copy of their Proceedings before the 



niittee in the said Answer. 

Resolved, That the gentlemen who prepared the said 
Answer do wait upon his Excellency with the same. 
A Message from the Governour by Mr. Blair: , 
Mr. Sfeaker: I have received the Governour's com- 
mands to lay before this House a written Message from 
his Excellency, relative to the Gunpowder which has been 
removed from the publick Magazine by bis Excellency's 
order. Arid he presented the same at the Bar, and the 
same was read, and is as followeth, viz: 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses : 

The removing, by my order, of fifteen half-barrels of the 
King's Powder, received from the Rippon,_ man-of-war, 
from the publick magazine, has, I find, given great uneasi- 
ness to. the people. I was influenced in this by the best 
motives; and as. I have once ventured, and, if occasion 
offered, should again venture my life in the service of this 
Country, I had hoped the most favourable construction 
would have been put upon my conduct. The magazine 
was represented to me as a very insecure depository, and, 
from experience, 1 find it so ;* all the arms which have 
been kept there being now taken away: arms not pur- 
chased at the expense of this Colony, but sent here by 
His Majesty, from his Office of Ordnance, of which they 
bear the mark. But in confidence that you are now met 
to.remtove eyery grievance, and by your wisdom to estab- 
lish the "publick tranquillity on a sure foundation, I do 
promise you, that as soon as I see the magazine in a proper 
state for securing the Powder and other publick stores, I 
will replace it, and at all times be ready, most willingly, 
to do every thing my poor abilities are capable of for the 
benefit of this Colony, in which I have lived, till of late, 
in the greatest happiness. Dunmore. 

' . Rcjolved, That the said Message be taken into con- 
sideration to-morrow. 

The other Order of the Day being read : 



Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, resolve itself t h e said Committee 



House upon the report relative to the Marines and Sailors 
belonging to His Majesty's Ship the Fowey, and that Mr. 
Cary, and Mr. Charles Carter of Lancaster, do acquaint 
the Council therewith. 

Ordered, That Captain James Innis, of the Volunteer 
Company of the City of Williamson rgh, be desired to em- 
ploy any number of men that he shall think sufficient, to 
'guard the publick Magazine in this City, until such time as 
the House shall direct the guard to be discontinued, and 
that Mr. Braxton do acquaint him therewith. 

Wednesday, Jim > 7, 15 Geo IN, 1775. 

The Order of the Day being read, for taking into con- 
sideration the Governour's written Message, relative to the 
Gunpowder which has been removed from the publick 
Magazine by his Excellency's order, 

The said Message was again read. 

Resolved, That an Address be presented to bis Excel- 
lency the Governour, to express to his Lordship out thanks 
for his kind tender of services in behalf of this.Colony, and 
for restoring publick tranquillity oil a suW"and firm founda- 
tion ; to assure his Lordship that we have the highest "s<Jhse 
of his services on the late Indian expedition, and sincerely 
lament that any event should suspend the happiness which 
his Lordship hath_enjoyed among us; that, wishing a resto- 
ration of peace and harmony, we had directed an inquiry 
into the causes of the late great trrreasiTTess^gtven* to the 
people, which we shall proceed on with that attention 
recommended by his Lordship, and apply, on our parts, 
remedies the best our abilities can suggest. 

Ordered, That a Committee bejtppointed !o draw up an 
Address, to be presented to the Goyernour upon the said 
Resolution. 

And a Committee was appointed, of Mr. Mercer, Mr. 
Treasurer, Mr. Cary, Mr. Dandridge,^Ir. Henry Lee, and 
Mr. Munford. 

Ordered, That the Governour's Message be referred to 



into a Committee of the whole House, to take into consider- 
atipn'the Governour's Speech. . . . . . 

A Message from the Council by Mr. Blair: 
■Mr. Speaker : The Council have directed me to lay be- 
fore this House a copy of their proceedings upon a report 
which had prevailed, relative to the Marines and Sailors 
belonging to His Majesty's Ship the Fowey. And he pre- 
sented the same at the bar. 
..And then the Messenger withdrew. 



Ordered,, That the other Order of the Day, for the. 
House to resolve itself into, a Conimittce pf _the whole 
House to take into consideration the Goyernpur's Speech, 
be now read. _.- = . ; z= - _ ; . 

And the said Order be.ing read accordingly, 
Ordered, That the Governour's Speech, and the joint 
Address of the Lords and Commons, on the seventh of 
February last, and His Majesty's Answer, and also the Re- 
solution of the House of Commons of the twenty-seventh 



The said copy of the Council's Proceedings was read, of the same month, referred to in thiLsaid! Speech, which, 



and is as followeth, viz : 

It having been reported that the Marines and Sailors 

* In the night of Satvrday, Iho third instant, some young men got 
into the publick magazine in this City, intending to furnish themselves 
with arms, but were presently after surprised by the report of a gun, 
which, was so artfully placed (said to be contrived by Lord Dunmore) 
- that upon touching a string which was in their way, it went off, and 
winded three persons, but not mortally : one of them is terribly hurt 
by* several small balls that entered his arm and shoulder; another, by 
the !oss_of two fingers of his right hand, rendered incapable of follow- 
ing his profession for subsistence ; the other wounded very slightly. 
There were~tvyo"gunr prepared for this horrible purpose, one of which 
was brought lout next morning, and found to bo double charged. On 
Monday a Committee was appointed by the Honourable House of Bur. 
gesFOsOo exjmine tho stateof the magazine, who have pUced a guard 
oyer it till measures shall bo concerted for its bettor" security. 



upon Friday last, were ordered to lie on the. table, be re- 
ferred to the said Committee. _ -,...,....,.... „; - 

Then the House resolved itselfjntojhe said_Ccirnmilt.ee. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. "..." ."..,:. 

Mr. Cary took the chair of the Committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

Mr. Cary reported from the Committee that they had 
marie some progress in the matter to them referred, and 
that he was directed by the Committee to move that.thej 
may have leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this House will t to-morrow, resolve itself 
into a Committee of the whole House, "to. take into their 
further consideration the Governour's Speech. 
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A Message from the Govemour by Mr. Blair : 
Mr. Speaker : I am commanded by the Govemour to 
lay before this House his Excellency's written Message in 
answer to your Address of this day. And he presented the 
same at the bar; and the said Message was read, and is as 
followed], viz: 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses : 

In answer to your address of this day, I assure the 
House, that my message, to which it alluded, was intended 
for proper information only, which I thought necessary ; 
because as I would by no means infringe any rule of, or 
orrjit.any ceremony due to your House, I could not expect 
but to be treated with the same attention ; and to give you 
a proof of my. desire to avoid every kind of controversy, 
I have - ordered the keys of the Magazine to be delivered 
to the Committee appointed by your order of Monday. 

Dpnmore. 

Mr. Treasurer reported to the House that the Govem- 
our having been waited on. pursuant to the order of Mon- 
day last, to know his pleasure when he would be attended 
by this House, liad been pleased to appoint to be attended 
to-morrow, at one of the clock in the afternoon, in the Coun- 
cil Chamber. 

Mr. Treasurer reported to the House that their Address 
to the Governour of Monday last, desiring that he will be 
pleased to direct, the proper officer to lay before this House 
the amount of tonnage of one shilling and three pence 
sterling, imposed on ships and vessels trading to this Colony 
from the year'1762, had been presented to his Excellency, 
and that„he had directed him .to acquaint the House that he 
would send an answer thereto by a messenger. 

A Petition of JVilliam Fleming, of the County of Bo- 
tetourt, was presented to the House and read, setting forth 
that, in the year 1755, the petitioner entered into the ser- 
vice of this Colony, and continued therein until the end of 
the war, in 1763, when the Virginia Regiment was dis- 
banded; after which he supported himself and his family 
by the practice of surgery, until he was called out on duty 
the last year, under the command of Col. Andrew Lewis, 
Lieutenant of the said Count}', and marched, with the 
Troops there raised, against the Indian enemy on the fron- 
tiers, "where, in an engagement the tenth day of October, 
the Petitioner was wounded in the breast and left arm, so 
that he is unable to exercise his profession of a Surgeon ; 
therefore praying the House to take his case into consider- 
ation and grant him relief. 

Ordered, Thai. the said Petition be referred to the con- 
sideration of the Committee of Publick Claims, and that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report the same, 
with their opinion thereupon, to the House. 



Thursday, June 8, 15 Geo. Ill, 1775. 

Mr. Cary reported from the Committee of Publick 
Claims, to whom the Petition of Abram Field, a soldier 
.wounded jn the [ate engagement with the Indians, was re- 
ferred, that the Committee had examined the matter of the 
said Petition, and had come to a Resolution thereupon, 
which they had directed him to report to .the House; and 
he read the Report in Ins place, and afterwards delivered it 
in at. the Clerk's table, where the Resolution of the Com- 
mittee was read, and is as followeib, viz: 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee that 
the said Petition is reasonable, and that the Petitioner ought 
to be allowed the sum of Twenty Pounds for his present 
relief, and the further sum of Ten Pounds per annum du- 
ring his life, as a recompense for the wound he received in 
the defence of this Colony. 

The said Resolution being read.a second time, was, upon 
the question put thereupon, agreed to by the House. 

Resolved, That the sum of Twenty Pounds be paid to 
Abram Field, a Soldier wounded in the late Indian expe- 
dition, and that the sum of Ten Pounds per annum be paid 
to him during his life. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cary do carry the Resolution to the 
Council, and desire their concurrence. 

The Orde.r of the Day being read, 

Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, take into 
their further consideration the.Governour's Speech. 



-.- A Message from the Council by Mr. Blair: 

Mr. Speaker: I am commanded by the .Council to de- 
liver to your House a written Message from his Excellency 
the Governour, which was by him communicated to the 
Council, to be by them sent to you ; and he presented the 
same at the bar. 

And then the Messenger withdrew. 

The written Message from his„Excellency was read, and 
is as follovveth, viz : 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses : 

Being now fully persuaded that my person and those of 
my family likewise, are in constant danger of falling sacri- 
fices to the blind and unmeasurable fury which has so unac- 
countably seized upon the minds and understanding of great 
numbers of the people, and apprehending that at length 
some among them may work themselves up to that pitch 
o/ daringness and atrociousness as to fall upon me in the 
defenceless state in which they know I am in the City 
of Williamsburgh, mid perpetrate acts that would plunge 
this Country into the mosthorrid calamities, and render the 
breach with the Mother Country irreparable, I have thought 
it prudent for myself, and serviceable for the Country, that 
T remove to a place of safety ; conformable towhicE I Have 
fixed my residence for the present on board His Majesty's 
Ship the Fowcy, lying at York. -'" ~ 

It is not my intention to give the least interruption to the 
sitting of the Assembly, but I hope they will proceed in the 
great business which they have before; then) with diligence 
and effect. I shall take care to make the access to me so 
easy and safe, that the necessary communication Felween 
me and the House may be attended with the leastihconve- 
nience possible; and I thought it would be more agreeable 
to the House to send to me, from time. to time, some of 
their members, as occasion shall require, than to put all to 
the trouble of moving, to be near me. * 

I hope the House will see my proceedings on this occa- 
sion as they were really meant; and 1 beg them (ohe assured 
that I shall now be as ready to attend fo~aIl the. duties of 
my office as I was before, and that I am .perfectly disposed 
to contribute all in my power, if opportunity be given me, 
to restore that harmony, "the interruption of which is likely 
to cost so dear to the repose, as well as to the comforts of 
every individual. * Dunmore. 

Ordered, That the said Message be referred to the. con- 
sideration of a Committee of the whole House. 

Resolved, That this House will now resolve itself into a 
Committee of the whole House, to consider of the said 
Message. . . . 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the said Com- 
mittee. ' '_ .. ~. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Cary took the chair of the Committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

Mr. Cary reported from the 'Committee 'that they had 
come to a" Resolution, which they had directed him jp re- 
port to the House when the House will please to receive 
the same. 

Ordered, That the Report be now received, 

Mr. Cary accordingly reported the Resolution which the 
Committee had directed him to report to the House ; which 
he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in.at the 
Clerk's table, where the same was read, and is _as_ followed), 
viz : 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee that 
an Address be presented to his Excellency the Governour/ 
in answer to his written Message of this day, to represent 
to his Lordship the probable tendency of his removal from 
the Palace, and the propriety of his return.: to assure his 
Excellency that we view with horrour every design that 
may be meditated against the person of his Lordship, his 
very amiable lady or family ; promising one cheerful con- 
currence in any proper measure for their future safety. 

The said Resolution being read a second time, was, upon 
the question put thereupon, agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to draw up 
an Address to be presented to the Governour upon the said 
Resolution. 

And a Committee was appointed of Mr. Treasurer, Mr. 
Mercer, !Mr. Tones, Mr. Munford, Mr. Henry < Lee, Mr. 
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Daiidridge, Mr. Banister, and Mr. Francis Lightfoot 
Tjee, and they are to withdraw immediately. 

.Ordered, That the said written Message be referred to 
the said Committee. 

JVIr. Treasurer reported from the Committee that they 
had drawn up an Address accordingly, which they had di- 
rected him to report to the House ; and he read the same 
in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's 
table, where the same was read, and is as followetb, viz : 

'My Lokd : We, His Majesty's dutiful and loyal sub- 
jects, the Council and the Burgesses of Virginia', assure 
your Excellency, that it is with the greatest concern we 
find that your Lordship, by your messages to them, enter- 
tains any "suspicions of the personal security of yourself or 
family, as we can by no means suppose any of His Ma- 
jesty's subjects in this Colony would meditate a crime _so 
horrid and atrocious as your Lordship seems to apprehend. 
We are fearful the step your "Lordship hath taken, in re- 
moringlrom the Seafof Government, may conduce to a 
•continuance of great uneasiness, which hath of late" sb un- 
happily prevailed in this Country. We cannot but express 
oar concern that your Lordship did not think proper to com- 
municate the ground of your uneasiness to us, as from our 
zeal and attachment to the preservation of order and good 
governmeri], we should have judged it our indispensable 
duty to have endeavoured to remove every cause of dis- 
quietude. In proof of the great respect we shall ever pay 
to the representative of our most gracious Sovereign, and 
to remove, to the utmost of our power, your Lordship's 
apprehensions, we assure your Lordship that we will cheer- 
fully concur in any measure .that may be proposed proper 
for the security' of yourself and family. It is with much 
anxiety we consider tire very disagreeable situation of your 
Lordship's most amiable lady and family, and .should think 
ourselves happy in being able to restore their perfect tran- 
quillity, by removing all their fears. 

- We cannot, my Lord, but approve your intention of not 
giving the least interruption to the important affairs on 
which we are now assembled; and jt is with much pleasure 
we receive your Lordship's assurance of your disposition to 
establish that harmony, so essential to the repose and com- 
fort of every individual; but we must beg leave to observe 
to your Lordship how impracticable it will be to carry on 
the business of the session, with any tolerable, degree of 
propriety, or with that despatch the advanced season of the 
yearrequires, whilst your Lordship is so far removed from 
us, and so inconveniently situated. We therefore, earnestly 
entreaTyourXordship, that you will be pleased to return 
■with your lady and family to the Palace, which we are per- 
suaded will give the greatest satisfaction, and be the most 
likely means of quieting the minds of the people. 

The said Address being read a second time, 
Resolved, That the House doth agree with the Commit- 
tee in the said Address to be presented to the Governour. 
-Ordered, That the gentlemen who drew up the said 
. Aclctr^ss do go to. the Council, and acquaint them that this 
Hpuler have agreed to ah Address to the Governour, to 
which they desire the concurrence of the Council. 

A, Message from the Council by Mr. Blair: 

. ]VIp v Speaker : The Council have agreed to join with 
this'.Ho.useJn thqir Address to the Governour; and, in con- 
sequence thereof, have made the necessary amendments, 
arra have appointed two of their Members, to join with 
"such of the Members of this House as may be appointed, 
tb T presgnTthe same to his Excellency. 

Ordered, That the said Address be . presented to his 
Excellency by Mr. Cary, Mr. Wood, Mr, Attorney Gene- 
ral, and Mr. Braxton. 

■■■--../' - :■•..'.. Friday, June 9, 15 Geo. Ill, 1 775. 

The Order of the Day being read, for the House to 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole House, to take 
into their furtherconsideration the Governour's Speech, 
The House resolved itself into the said Committee. 
„ Mj\ .Speaker left the chair. 
j.-l|Jr. Cary took the chair of the Committee. 
' Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

.■Mr, Cary reported from the Committee, that they had 
mage ajhrther progress in the matters referred to them, and 



that the Committee had directed ljim tc^movejhat they m.ay 
have leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this House will to-morrow resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole House, to take into their 
further consideration the Governour's Speech. 

Mr. Cary reported that two of His Majesty's Council 
and the Members appointed by this House had, pursuant 
to the order of yesterday, presented to his Excellency the 
Governour;, on board His Majesty's ship the Fowey, the 
Address of the Council and this House ; and that he was 
pleased to say that, as the subject of their Address was of 
the utmost importance to the Colony, and to himself and 
his family, he would take.tinWto CofS'ider of it, and would 
return an answer in writing a/ter he had maturely delibe- 
rated upon its contents. 

Saturday, June 10, 15 Geo. Ill, 1775. 

The House resolved Itself into a. Committee, of .the 
Whole House, to take into their further consideration the 
Governour's Speech. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Cary took the. chair of the Committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

Mr. Cpry reported from the Committee, that they had 
gone through the matter to them referred, and had come 
to a Resolution, which they had directed him to report 
when the House will please to receive the same. 

Ordered, That the Report be now received. 

Mr. Cary accordingly reported from the said Committee 
the Resolution, which the Committee had directed him to 
report to the. House ; which.he read in his place, and. after- 
wards delivered in at the Clerk's table.; where the same 
was read, and is as followetb, viz: 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
an Address be presented to his Excellency the Governour, 
to inform him that we have taken into our consideration 
the joint Address of the two Houses of Parliament, His 
Majesty's Answer, and the Resolution of the Commons, 
which his Lordship has been pleased 16 lay hefore us. 
That wishing nothing so sincerely as the perpetual contin- 
uance of that brotherly love which we bear to our fellow- 
subjects of Great Britain, and still continuing to hope and 
believe that they do not approve the measures which have 
so long oppressed their brethren in America, we were 
pleased to receive his Lordship's notification that a bene- 
volent tender had at length been made by the British 
House of Commons towards bringing to a good end our 
unhappy disputes with the Mother Country ; that next to 
the possession of liberty, we should consider such reconci- 
liation the "greatest of all human blessings. With these 
dispositions we entered into consideration of that ResoluT 
tion ; we examined it minutely ; we viewed it in every 
point of light in which we were able to place it; and, with 
pain and disappointment, we must ultimately declare it only 
changes the form of oppression, without lightening its bur- 
den. That we cannot close with the terms of that Resolu- 
tion for these reasons : - ' 

Because the British Parliament has no right to inter- 
meddle with the support of Civil Government in the Colo- 
nies. For us, not for them, has Government been institu- 
ted here. Agreeable to our ideas, provision has been made 
for such officers as we think necessary for the administra- 
tion of pubhek affairs ; and we cannot conceive that any- 
other legislature has a right to prescribe either the number 
or pecuniary appointments of our offices. As a proof that 
the claim of Parliament to interfere in (he necessary provi- 
sion for the support of civil government is novel and of a 
late date, we take leave to refer to an act of our Assembly, 
passed so long since as the thirty-second year of the reign 
of King Charles the Second, intituled" An Act for raising 
a publick revenue, and for better support of the Govern- 
ment of this His Majesty's Colony of Virginia." "This 
act was brought over by Lord Culpepper, then Governour, 
under the great seal of England, and was enacted in. the 
name, of the " King's most excellent Majesty, by and with 
the consent of the General Assembly." 

Because, to render perpetual our exemption from an 
unjust taxation, we must saddle ourselves with a perpetual 
tax, adequate to the expectations, and subject to the^dis- 
posal of Parliament alone; wijereas, we have a right to 
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give oar money, as the Parliament does theirs, without 
coercion, from time to time, as " publick exigences may- 
require. " We conceive that we. alone are the judges of 
the condition, circumstances, and situation of our people, 
as: the Parliament are of theirs. It is not merely the mode 
of raising, but the freedom of granting our money, for 
which we have contended. Without this we possess no 
check on the royal prerogative ; and what must be much 
lamented by dutiful and loyal subjects, we should be stripped 
Of the only means, as well of recommending this country 
to the favour of our most gracious Sovereign, as of strength- 
ening those bands of amity with our fellow-subjects, which 
we would wish to remain indissoluble. 

Because, on our undertaking to grant money as is pro- 
posed, the Commons only resolve to forbear levying pecu- 
niary taxes on us, still leaving unrepealed their several acts 
passed for the purposes of restraining the Trade and alter- 
ing the form of Government of the Eastern Colonics ; ex- 
tending the boundaries and changing the Government and 
Religion of Quebeck ; enlarging the jurisdiction of the 
Courts of Admiralty, and taking from us the right of Trial 
by Jury ; and transporting us into other Countries to be 
tried for criminal offences. . Standing Armies, too, are still 
to be kept among us ; and the other numerous grievances 
of which ourselves and sister Colonies, separately and by 
our Representatives in General Congress, have so often 
complained, are still to continue without redress. 

Because, at the very time of requiring from us grants of 
money, they are making disposition to invade us with large 
armaments by sea and land, which is a style of asking gifts 
not reconcilable to our freedom. They are also proceed- 
ing to a repetition of injury, by passing Acts for restraining 
the Commerce and Fisheries of the Provinces of JVew- 
England, and for prohibiting the Trade of the other Colo- 
nies with all parts of the world, except the Islands of Great 
Britain, Ireland, and the West-Indies. This seems to 
bespeak no intention to discontinue the exercise of this 
usurped power over us in future. 

Because, on our agreeing to contribute ' our proportion 
towards. the common defence, they do not propose to lay 
open to us a free trade with all the world : wTiereas, to us 
it appears just, that those who bear equally the burdens of 
Government, should equally participate of its benefits. 
Either be content with the monopoly of our trade, which 
brings greater loss to us and benefit to them than the 
amount of our proportional contributions to the common 
defence ; or, if the latter be preferred, relinquish the for- 
mer, and do not propose, by holding both, to exact from 
us double contributions. Yet we would remind Govern- 
ment, that on former emergencies, when called upon as a 
free people, however cramped by this monopoly in our re- 
sources qf wealth, we have liberally contributed to the 
common defence. Be assured, then, that we shall be as 
generous in future as in past times, disdaining the shackles 
of proportion when called to our free station in the general 
system of the Empire. 

Because the proposition now made to us involves the 
interest of all the other Colonies. We are now represented 
in General Congress by members approved by this House, 
where our former union, it is hoped, will be so strongly 
cemented, that no partial application can produce the 
slightest departure from the common cause. We consider 
ourselves as bound in honour, as well as interest, to share 
one general fate with our sister Colonies, and should hold 
ourselves base deserters of that union to which we have 
acceded, were we to agree on any measures distinct and 
apart from them. 

To observe that there was, indeed, a plan of accommo- 
dation offered in Parliament, which, though not entirely 
equal to the terms we had a right to ask, yet differed but 
in few points from what the General Congress had held 
out. Had Parliament been disposed sincerely, as we are, 
to bring about a reconciliation, reasonable men had hoped 
that by meeting us on this ground, something might have 
been done. Lord Chatham' s_b\\\, on the one part, and the 
terms, of _the .Congress on the other, would have formed a 
basis for negotiation, which a spirit of accommodation on 
both sides might, perhaps, have reconciled. It came re- 
commended, too, fromrone whose successful experience in 
the art of Government .should have insured to it some 
attention from .those,, to whom Lt was tendered. He had 
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shown to the world, that Great Britain, with her Colonies, 
united firmly under a just and honest Government, formed 
a power which might bid defiance to the most potent ene- 
mies. With a change of Ministers, however, a total change 
of measures took place : the component parts of the Em- 
pire have, from that moment, been falling asunder, and a 
total annihilation of its weight in the political scale of the 
world seems justly to be apprehended. 

To declare that these are our sentiments on this impor- 
tant subject, which we offer only as an individual part of 
the whole Empire. Final determination we leave to the 
General Congress now sitting, before whom we shall lay 
the papers his Lordship has communicated to us. To their 
wisdom, we commit the improvement of this important ad- 
vance : if it can be wrought into any good, we are assured 
they will do it. To them, also, we refer the discovery of 
that proper method of representing our well-founded griev- 
ances, which his Lordship assures us will meet with the 
attention and regard so justly due to them. For ourselves, 
we have exhausted every mode of application which our 
invention could suggest as proper and promising. We have 
decently remonstrated with Parliament : they have added 
new injuries to the old. "We have wearied our King with 
supplications : he has not deigned to answer us. We have 
appealed to the native honour and justice of the British 
Nation : their efforts in our favour have been hitherto inef- 
fectual. What, then, remains to be done ? That we com- 
mit our injuries to the evenhanded justice of that Being 
who doth no wrong, earnestly beseeching him to illuminate 
the counsels, and prosper the endeavoursuf those to whom 
America hath confided her hopes, that through their wise 
direction we may again see reunited the blessings of lib- 
erty, property, and. union vchhGreat Britain. 

The said Resolution being read a second time, was, 
upon the question being put thereupon, agreed to by the 
House. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to draw up 
an Address to be presented to the Governour upon the said 
Resolution. 

And a Committee was appointed, of Mr. Cary, Mr. 
Treasurer, Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Munford, Mr. Mercer, Mr, 
Jones, Mr. Digges, and Mr. Nelson. 

A Message from the Council, by Mr. Blair: 

Mr. Speaker: His Excellency the Governour hath 
desired the President to communicate to this House his 
Answer to the joint Address of the Council and the House 
of Burgesses, presented yesterday to his Excellency. And 
he presented the said Answer at the bar. 

And then the Messenger withdrew. 

The Governour's Answer was read, and is as follow- 
eth, viz : 

Gentlemen of the Council, Mr. Speaker and 

Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses : 
In answer to your joint Address, presented by your Depu- 
ties yesterday, I acquaint you that it appears to me the 
commotions among the people, and their menaces and 
threats (an enumeration of which I forbear out of tender- 
ness) have been of such publick notoriety, that you must 
suppose many of His Majesty's subjects in this Colony, 
whether they meditated or not, have at least manifested 
such an inveteracy as justifies my suspicion that they would 
not hesitate to commit a crime, which, horrid and atrocious 
as it is, 1 had just ground to apprehend,* And when the 
disposition which the House of Burgesses have shown to 
me, the returns they have made to the respect and civility 
which I have been forward to offer fEem, t he counten ance 
they have given to the Violent and disorderly proceedings 
of the people, His Majesty's magazine having been forced 
and rifled in the presence of some of the rpmbers of the 
House of Burgesses, and, by the inFormationo? the Com- 
mittee of the House appointed to inspectlhe magazine, no 
other endeavours have been used than to prevailon the 

* London, August 3, 1775.— Many persons have been at a loss to 
account for Lord Dunmore's late conduct; tut we have authority 
to" say, that the true reason pf his Lordship's" retiring on board the 
Towey, man-of-war, was an express from General Gage by the Otter, 
sloQp-of-war, which was despatched on the seventh of June, to acquaint 
him of his intention of publishing the Proclamation, which appeared on 
the twelfth, that he might secure, himself from being seized and de- 
tained as a hostage in the hands of the Americans, in ea_se Of the appre- 
hension of Messrs. Adams and Hancock. 
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people to return the arms taken out, but not to commit the 
persons in whose possession they were found, in order that 
they might be brought to the punishment due to so heinous 
an offence, no less against the peace and good order of the 
Country than the "dignity and authority of the King; when 
a body of men assembled in the City of Williamsburgh, 
not only to the knowledge, but with the approbation of 
every body, for the avowed purpose of attacking a party of 
the King's forces, which, without the least foundation, it was 
reported were marching to my protection, and which, if true, 
ought to have been approved and aided, not opposed and 
Insulted, by all good and loyal subjects; when, especially, 
the House of Burgesses, or a Committee of the House, 
(which is the same,) has ventured upon a step fraught with 
the most alarming consequences, in ordering and appointing 
guards, without ever consulting me, to mount in the City 
of Williamsburgh, as is pretended, to protect the magazine, 
but which may well be doubted, as there then remained 
nothing therein which required being guarded; but if other- 
wise, this step nevertheless shows a design to usurp the 
Executive power, which, if it be persisted in, subverts the 
Constitution : I say, when these circumstances are duly 
.considered, I may submit it to your own judgment whether 
I couM reasonably expect any good effect from communi- 
cating the ground of my uneasiness to you. 

But as you are pleased, Gentlemen, now to assure me 
that you will cheerfully concur in any measure that may be 
proposed proper for the security of myself and family, I 
leave to your own consideration whether that can be effected 
any otherwise than by reinstating me in the full powers of 
my office, as His Majesty's representative, by opening the 
courts of justice and restoring the energy of the laws, which 
is all the security requisite for all parties; by disarming all 
independent companies, or other bodies of men, raised and 
acting in defiance of lawful authority ; and by obliging those 
who have taken any of His Majesty's publick store of 
arms, to deliver them up immediately; and what is not less 
essential than any thing, by your own example, and every 
means in your power, abolishing that spirit of persecution, 
which, to the disgrace of humanity, now reigns, and pursues 
with menaces and acts of oppression all persons who differ 
from the multitude in political opinion, or are attached from 
principles and duty to the service of their King and Govern- 
ment, by which means (jhe deluded people never hearing 
but the disfigured side of a story) their. minds are continu- 
ally kept in that ferment, which subjects tbenr for ever to 
be imposed upon, and leads to the commission; of many 
desperate acts, and endangers the general safety. For the 
more speedy accomplishment of these ends, and the great 
object-and necessary business of the sessions,! shall have 
no' objection to your adjourning to the Town of York, 
where I will meet you, and remain with you till your busi- 
ness be finished 

With respect to your entreaty that. I should return to the 
Palace, as the most likely means of quieting the minds of 
the people, I must represent to you that unless there be 
ariiottg ; you ~s sincere and active desire to seize this oppor- 
tunity now offered to you by Parliament, of establishing the 
freedom of your Country upon a fixed and known founda- 
tion, and oFuniting yourselves with your fellow-subjects of 
Great Eritqin in one common bond of interest and mutual 
assistance, my return to Williamsburgh would be as fruitless 
to,the people as, possibly, it might be dangerous to myself. 
But jf your proceedings manifest that happy disposition, 
which is to be desjred ardently by every good friend to this 
as well as th e Mo ther Country, I assure you, in the warmth 
of~my Eeart, tnaTl will return with the greatest joy, and 
shall consider it as the .most fortunate event of my life if 
you give me ' an opportunity to be an instrument of pro- 
moting yottr happiness, and a mediator between you and 
the supremo authority, to obtain for you every explanation 
of your doubts, and the fullest conviction of the sincerity 
of their desire to. confirm to you the undisturbed enjoyment 
of your rights and liberty ; and I shall be well pleased, by- 
bringing my family back again, that you should have such 
a pledge of my attachment to this Country, and of my 
wishes "to cultivate a close and lasting intimacy with the 
inhabitants. Dunmore. 

• June 10, 1775. 

Resolved, That the said Answer l)e taken into consi- 
deration on Monday next. -.--..- 



Resolved, That this House vvill, upon Monday next, 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole House, to 
take into consideration the Governour's Answer to the joint 
Address of the Council and this House. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to inquire 
into the causes of the late Disturbances and Commotions, 
and report the same as they shaff appear to them, to the 
House. 

And a Committee was appointed, of Mr. Cary, Mr. Trea- 
surer, Mr. Mercer, Mr. Banister, Mr. Munford, Mr. 
Jones. Mr. Charles Carter of Lancaster, Mr. Digges, 
Mr. Jfhitinge, Mr. Nelson, Mr. Francis Lighlfoot Lee, 
Mr. Wood, Mr. William Cabell, Mr. Braxton, and Mr. 
Zone, and they are to have power to send for persons, 
papers, and records. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a Bill for ap- 
pointing an Agent ; and that Mr. Braxton and Mr. Trea- 
surer do prepare, and bring in the same. 

Monday, June 12, 15 Geo. Ill, 17.75.. 

A Petition of the community of Christians, called Me- 
nonites, was presented to the House, and read, setting forth, 
that the Petitioners hold it tO-be contrary to the holy word 
of God to swear in any matter whatsoever ; so that they 
cannot become witnesses in matters oT controversy depend- 
ing in any Court; nor can execute .the. office oLexecutor 
of any testament ; nor undertake the administration of any 
intestate's estates ; whereby they suffer many inconvenien- 
ces ; and_ therefore praying, that they may have the same 
liberty of affirming to the truth of any matter, as is indulged 
to the people called Quakers, whose religious persuasion 
that of the Petitioners nearly resembles. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the con- 
sideration of. the Committee of Religion ; andlhat they do 
examine the matter thereof, and report the same with their 
opinion thereupon to the House. 

Mr. Cary reported from the Committee appointed to 
draw up an Address, ,to be presented to the Governour, 
that the Committee had drawn up an Address accordingly ;. 
which they had directed him toreport to the House. And 
he read the same in Ins place, and afterwards delivered in 
at the Clerk's table, where the same was read; and is as 
followeth, viz : 

My Loed : We, His Majesty's dutiful and loyal sub- 
jects, the Burgesses of Virginia, now met in General As- 
sembly, have taken into our consideration the joint Address 
of the two Houses of Parliament, His Majesty's Answer, 
and the. Resolution of the Commons, which your Lordship 
has been pleased to lay before Us. Wishing nothing so 
sincerely as the perpetual continuance of that brotherly 
love which we bear to our fellow-subjects of Great Britain, 
and still continuing to hope and believe that they do not 
approve the measures which have~so long oppressed their 
brethren in America, we were pleased to receive your 
Lordship's notification, that a benevolent tender had at 
length been made by the British House of Commons to- 
wards bringing to a good end our unhappy disputes with 
the Mother Country. .Next to the possession of liberty, 
my Lord, we should consider such a reconciliation as the 
greatest of all human blessings. With these dispositions 
we entered into the consideration of that Resolution; we 
examined it minutely ; we viewed It in every point of light 
in which we were able to place ft ; and, with pain and dis- 
appointment, we must ultimately declare it only changes 
the form of oppression, without lightening its burden. We 
cannot, my Lord, close with the terms of that Resolution, 
for these reasons : . ■ -. — _--- 

Because the British Parliament has no right to inter- 
meddle with the support of civil Government in the Colo- 
nies. For us, not for them, has Government been institu- 
ted here. Agreeable to our ideas, provision has been made 
for such officers as we think necessary for the administra- 
tion of publick affairs; and we cannot conceive that any 
other legislature has a right to prescribe either the number 
or pecuniary appointments of our offices. As a proof that 
the claim of Parliament to interfere in the necessary pro- 
visions for the support of civil Government is novel, and 
of a late date, we take leave to refer to an Act of our As- 
sembly, passed so long since as the thirty-second year of 
the" reign of King Charles the Second, intituled " An Act 
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for raising a publick revenue, and for the better support of 
the Government of His Majesty's Colony of Virginia" 
This act was brought over by Lord Culpepper, then Gov- 
erriour, under the great seal of England, and was enacted 
in the name of the " King's most excellent Majesty, by 
and with the consent of the General Assembly." 

Because, to render perpetual our exemption from an un- 
just taxation, we must saddle ourselves with a perpetual 
tax, adequate to the expectations, and subject to the dis- 
posal of Parliament alone : whereas, we have a right to 
give our money, as the Parliament do jtheirs, without coer- 
cion, from time to time, as publick exigences may require. 
We conceive that we alone are the judges of the condition, 
circumstances, and situation of our people, as the Parlia- 
ment are of theirs. It is not merely the mode of raising, 
but the freedom of granting our money, for which we have 
contended. Without this, we possess no check on the royal 
prerogative ; and, what must be lamented by dutiful and 
loyal subjects, we should be stripped of the only means, as 
well of recommending this Country to the favours of our 
mOst gracious Sovereign, as of strengthening those bands 
of amity with our fellow-subjects, which we would wish to 
remain indissoluble. 

Because, on our undertaking to grant money, as is pro- 
posed, the Commons only resolve to forbear levying pecu- 
niary taxes on us, still leaving unrepealed their several Acts 
passed for the purposes of restraining the Trade, and alter- 
ing the form of Government of the Eastern Colonies ; 
extending the boundaries, and changing the Government 
and Religion of Quebeck ; enlarging the jurisdiction of the 
Courts of Admiralty ; taking from us the right of Trial by 
Jury, and transporting us into other countries to be tried 
for criminal offences. Standing Armies, too, are still to be 
kept among us, and the other numerous grievances, of 
which ourselves and sister Colonies, separately and by our 
Representatives in General Congress, have so often com- 
plained, are still to continue without redress. 

Because, at the very time of requiring from us grants of 
money, they are making disposition to invade us with large 
armaments by sea and land, which is a style of asking gifts 
not reconcilable to our freedom. They are also proceed- 
ing to a repetition of injury, by passing Acts for restraining 
the Commerce and Fisheries of the Provinces of New- 
England, and for prohibiting the Trade of the other Co- 
lonies with all parts of the world, except the Island of 
Great Britain, Ireland, and the West-Indies. This seems 
to bespeak no intention to discontinue the exercise of this 
usurped power over us in future. 

Because, on our agreeing to contribute our proportion 
towards the common defence, they do not propose to lay 
open to us a free trade with all the world : whereas, to us 
it appears just that those who bear equally the burdens of 
Government should equally participate of its benefits ; 
either be contented with the monopoly of our trade, whicb 
bringsgreater loss to us and benefit to them than the 
amount of our proportional contributions to the common 
defence ; or, if the latter be preferred, relinquish the for- 
mer, and do not propose, by holding both, to exact from us 
double contributions. Yet we would remind Government, 
that on former emergencies, when called upon as a free peo- 
ple, however cramped by this monopoly in our resources of 
wealth, we have liberally contributed to the common de- 
fence. Be assured, then, that we shall be as generous in 
future as in past times, disclaiming the shackles of propor- 
tion when called to our free station in the general system 
of the Empire. 

Because the proposition now made to us involves the 
interest of all the_ other Colonies. We are now repre- 
sented in General Congress by members approved by this 
House, where our former union, it is hoped, will be so 
strongly cemented, that no partial applications can produce 
the slightest departure from the common cause. We con- 
sider ourselves as bound in honour, as well as interest, to 
share one; general fate with our sister Colonies ; and should 
hold ourselves base deserters of that union to which we 
have acceded, were we to agree on any measures distinct 
and apart from them. 

There was, indeed, a plan of accommodation offered in 
Parliament, which, though not entirely equal to the terms 
we had a right to ask, yet differed but in few points from 
what the General .Congress had held out. Had Parliament 



been disposed sincerely, as we are, to bring about a recon- 
ciliation, reasonable men had hoped, that by meeting us on 
this ground, something might have been done. Lord Chat- 
ham's Bill, on the one part, and the terms of Congress on 
the other, would have formed a basis for negotiation, which 
a spirit of accommodation on both sides might, perhaps, 
have reconciled. It came recommended, too, from one 
whose successful experience in the art of Government 
should have insured it some attention from those to whom 
it was tendered. He had shown to the world, that Great 
Britain, with her Colonies united firmly under a just and 
honest Government, formed a power which might bid de- 
fiance to the most potent enemies. With a change of Min- 
isters, however, a total change of measures took place. 
The component parts of the Empire have, from that mo- 
ment, been falling asunder, and a total annihilation of its " 
weight in the political scale of the world, seems justly to 
be apprehended. . . 

These, my Lord, are our sentiments on this important sub- 
ject, which we offer only as an individual part of the whole 
Empire. Final determination we leave to the General Con- 

fress, now sitting, before whom we shall lay the papers your 
jordship has communicated to us. To their wisdom we 
commit the improvement of this important advance ; if it 
can be wrought into any good, we are assured they will do 
it. To them, also, we refer the discovery of that proper 
method of representing our well-founded grievances, which . 
your Lordship assures us will meet with the attention and 
regard so justly due to them. For ourselves, weliave ex- 
hausted every mode of application which our invention 
could suggest as proper and promising. We have decently 
remonstrated with Parliament : they have added new inju- 
ries to the old. We have wearied^our King with applica- 
tions : be has not deigned to answer us. We have appeal- 
ed to the native honour and justice of the British, Nation : 
their efforts in our favour have been hitherto ineffectual. 
What, then, remains to be done ? That we commit our in- 
juries to the evenhanded justice of the Being who doth 
no wrong, earnestly beseeching him to illuminate the coun- 
sels, and prosper the endeavours of those to whom Ame- 
rica hath confided her hopes, that through their wise direc- 
tion we may again see reunited the blessings of liberty, 
property, and harmony with Great ■Britain. _ 

The said Address being read a second time, 

Resolved, That the House doth agree with the Com- 
mittee in the said Address, to be presented to the Govern- 
our. 

Resolved, That the said Address be presented to his 
Excellency by Mr. Cary, Mr. Munford,, Mr. Braxton, Mr. 
Jones, and Mr. Wood. 

The Order of the Day being read, 

Resolved, That this House will to-morrow resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Wbole House, to take into consi- 
deration the Governour's Answer to the joint Address of 
the Council and this House. 

Tuesday, June 13, 15 Geo. Ill, 1775. 
Mr. Mercer reported, from the Committee appointed to 
inspect the Magazine in this City and inquire into the 
Stores belonging to the same, that the Committee had in- 
spected jhe said Magazine, and inquired into the said Stores 
accordingly ; and had directed him to report the same, as it 
appeared to them, to the House ; and he read the Report 
in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's 
table ; where the same was read, and is as followeth, viz: 

It appears to your Committee, from the deposition of 
John Frederick Miller, keeper of the magazine, that in 
June last there w r ere thirty barrels of gunpowder, contain- 
ing each about fifty weight, in indifferent order ; that, by 
the Governour's directions, he sifted twenty-seven barrels, 
out of which lie made up twenty-six casks and better ; the 
other three he left unsifted ; that the President soon 
after sent the Governour, then on the frontiersj eight of 
those he had sifted, three hundred muskets, bayonets, 
cartouch boxes, and canteens, which have never been 
returned ; that one hundred and_ sixty of the said muskets 
were furnished out of the; palace, and soon after replaced 
out of the magazine ; that the said Miller, by order of the 
President, also delivered out about fifty stand of arms to some 
gentlemen of this City, which have not been returned. 
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That, about the middle of April last, the said Miller 
delivered up the keys of the magazine to the Governour, 
and he then left there twenty one barrels and a half of 
powder, including the three unsifted; three hundred and 
forty-two new muskets, lately cleaned, and in complete 
order; others that wanted but small repairs, and a large 
number of old muskets, and other small guns, almost use- 
less, and many other articles, which he could not enume- 
rate. 

It further appears to the Committee, from the deposi- 
tions of the said Miller, and John Dixon, Esquire, Mayor 
of this City, that they were in the magazine (soon after 
the powder was said to be taken away) with his Excel- 
lency, who then mentioned, that he had taken away fifteen 
barrels of powder. They then saw eight barrels which 
they understood was powder; one being open, appeared to 
be dust of powder; and, at the same time, they observed 
that the cleaned muskets were without locks ; and the said 
Miller says his Excellency rebuked him for not taking 
notice" of that circumstance; and the said Dixon said he 
observed some persons had ben in the magazine over 
night, as he saw many arms lying in the yard of it ; and 
his Excellency then told him, he had ordered the powder 
to be buried in the magazine yard ; for though it was but 
dust, yet, as he understood some persons went into the 
magazine for arms in the night with a light, they might set 
fire to the powder and injure the magazine. 

Your Committee farther report, that before they pro- 
ceeded to examine any witnesses, they waited on his Ex- 
cellency, to request that lie would be pleased to direct the 
keeper of the magazine to give them access thereto; and 
having received the keys three days after the first applica- 
tion, they immediately proceeded to inspect the magazine, 
and found therein nineteen halberts ; one hundred and 
fifty-seven trading guns, in pretty good order, but very in- 
different in the kind ; fifty-one pewter basons ; eight camp 
kettles ; one hundred and eight new muskets without locks ; 
about five hundred, and twenty-seven old muskets, the 
barrels very rusty, and the locks almost useless ; twelve 
hundred cartouch boxes ; fifteeen hundred cutlasses with 
scabbards; one hundred and seventy pistol holsters, and 
one hundred and fifty old pistols, or thereabouts, with and 
without locks; fifty mallets; two bundles of match rope ; 
tvvp hundred canteens ; thirty-five small swords, in bad 
order ; one tent and ten poles ; one hogshead of powder- 
horns; one hundred and twenty-seven bayonets; and one 
hundred knapsacks in the smith's shop, and, that part of 
the magazine called the armory; also one half barrel of 
dust and rotten powder ; one half barrel and a quarter of 
unsifted powder, tolerably good, in the powder room, that 
has no communication with the armory ; also, five half 
barrels of loose powder, buried in a hole in the magazine 
yard, the top of which (in quantity about two half barrels) 
was totally destroyed by the late rains, the rest very damp, 
but quite sound ; this, his Excellency acknowledged to 
your Committee, was buried there by his orders. The 
deficiency, this Committee suppose, is owing to the fifteen 
half barrels which Captain Collins moved from the maga- 
zine, as acknowledged in the Governour's message to this 
House. 

And your Committee farther report, that the morning 
before they entered upon this business, some persons un- 
known had broke into the magazine, and taken out arms, 
part of which, upon the application of some of the mem- 
bers of this House and other gentlemen, were restored. 
And finding the respect paid by the people to the members 
of this House, your Committee thought it most likely, to 
prevent farther depredations, to request some gentlemen of 
the Town, to guard the magazine till application could be 
made to his. Excellency for leave of .access" thereto, "which 
your Committee immediately did, informing his Lordship 
of the steps they had taken therein; which he did not 
object to! 

That the doors _and windows of the magazine now want 
repairs, which, being done, your Committee are of opinion 
that it will be sufficiently secpre, it never having proved 
otherwise since its. first erection, now sixty years past, until 
since the powder wgs taken by order of the Governour 
aforementioned, 

Your. Conimlttee also proceeded to inquire what arms 
and aTOTTratiTtibn Iiad been, from time to time, deposited in 



the magazine, and the disbursements thereof, but could 
obtain no certain information respecting the same, the late 
keeper being out of the Colony, and his predecessor dead ; 
nor can your Committee find, although they have exam- 
ined several persons most likely to be acquainted with such 
facts, and applied personally to His Majesty's Receiver- 
General for that purpose, that any powder had been lodged 
in the magazine from on board the Rippon man-of-war, or 
any of His Majesty's ships. 

Ordered, That the said Report do lie upon the table, to 
be perused by the Members of the House. 

Resolved, That a Message be sent to His Majesty's 
Council acquainting them, that since his Excellency the 
Governour hath been pleased to remove from the Falace, 
the House are exceedingly apprehensive that the publick 
Arms therein are too much exposed, and beg To be informed 
whether in their opinion some proper method cannot be 
taken to secure as well these Arms as those in the publick 
Magazine. 

Ordered, That Mr. Braxton and Mr. Treasurer do carry 
the said Message to the Council. 

A Petition of sundry persons of the community of Chris- 
tians called Baptists, and other Protestant Dissenters, whose 
names are thereunto subscribed, was presented to the House 
and read ; setting forth, that the toleration proposed by the 
bill ordered at a former session of General Assembly to be 
printed and published, not admitting publick worship, except 
in the day time, is inconsistent with the laws of England, 
as well as with the practice and" usage of the primitive 
churches, and even of the English church itself; that the 
night season may sometimes be better spared by the Peti- 
tioners from the necessary duties oFthefr callings ; and that 
they wish for no indulgences which may disturb the peace 
of Government; and theiefore praying the House to take 
their case into consideration, and to grant them suitable' 
redress. . .' "' - .'-' '■'- ~~~ ' - 

Ordered, That the said Petition do lie upon the table." 

Mr. Braxton presented to the House, according to order, 
a Bill for appointing an Agent ; and the same was received 
and read the first time. .---..,■ 

Resolved, That the Bill be read a second time. 

The other Order of the Day being read, 

Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, resolve itself, 
into a Committee of the Whole House, to take into consi- 
deration the Governour's Answer to_ the joint Address of 
the Council and this House. , 



Wednesday, June 14, iS Geo. Ill, 1775. 

Richard Bland, Esq., one of the Delegates from this 
Colony to the General Congress at Philadelphia, acquaint- 
ed the House that a petition of severaf persons in that part 
of the County of Augusta, which is on the west side of the 
Alleghany Mountain, addressed to the President and Gen- 
tlemen of the Continental Congress, having been presented 
to them, setting forth that the petitioners had grievously 
suffered by the devastations of the Indians in the late war ; 
that, to avoid captivity by an enemy so insidious, cruel, 
and savage, many of the petitioners having been obliged to 
desert their habitation and retire to .Forts, so that they could 
not till the ground, now wanted bread, and supported them- 
selves chiefly by the spontaneous productions of the earth ; 
that the promising appearance of a plentiful crop had 
encouraged them to bear these afflictions without repining, 
and to hope for better times; but that those fair prospects 
would probably be delusive, unless effectual measures were 
pursued to avert the calamities, with which they were 
threatened ; that Lord Dunmorje, after the expedition 
against the Indians, promised to meet them at Pittsburgh 
in the spring, and conclude a peace, and then restore the 
hostages delivered to him, and discharge the captives; that 
the Indians had been uneasy for some time because the 
treaty was deferred ; that the Delawares particularly were 
very much dissatisfied, and repented that they had not 
joined the Shawanese in the wary since nhey found the 
white people were not to be depended on ; that the com- 
mandant in that quarter for Government had. instructions, 
as the petitioners were informed, to assemble the Indiant 
at that place so soon as he could, when ihe hostages and 
prisoners would be delivered up; and that the petitioners, 
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unable to discover the design of Government, apprehended 
every evil from the threats of it to enfranchise the slaves, 
on condition they would rebel against their masters: and 
therefore praying the Congress, to which application was 
made because it was thought the Provincial Assemblies 
could not provide adequate remedies early enough, to take 
the case of the petitioners into consideration, and appoint 
Commissioners from this Colony and Pennsylvania, to at- 
tend the meeting of the Indians, and co-operate with Gov- 
ernment for the publick good; or, if the latter should fail, 
to nominate persons for that purpose, and proceed without 
them in the treaty, which is absolutely necessary. The 
Congress referred the said Petition to the Delegates of this 
Colony and Pennsylvania, who having considered the same, 
and being of opinion that the matter ought to be commu- 
nicated to this House, and submitted to their consideration, 
Mr. Bland was directed by his colleagues to lay the same 
before the House, which he thus did with all convenient 
expedition. 

The said information being immediately taken into con- 
sideration, 

Resolved, That Thomas Walker, James Wood, Andrew 
Lewis, John Walker, and Adam Stephen, Esquires, be ap- 
pointed Commissioners to ratify the Treaty of Peace be- 
tween this Colony and the Indians. 

Ordered, That a Bill be brought in pursuant to the said 
Resolution, and that Mr. Treasurer and Mr. Dandridge do 
prepare and bring in the same. 

' Ordered, That it be an instruction to the gentlemen ap- 
pointed to prepare and bring in the said Bill, that they have 
power to receive a clause or clauses, to empower the said 
Commissioners to join with such other Commissioners as 
may be appointed by the Assembly of Pennsylvania, in 
such manner as shall be judged most proper for conciliating 
the friendship of the Indians, and perpetuating the peace 
now subsisting between the said Indians and the Colonies. 

Mr. Cary reported from the Committee appointed to 
inquire into the causes of the late Disturbances and Com- 
motions, that the Committee had inquired accordingly, and 
had directed him. to report the causes of the said Distur- 
bances and. Commotions, as they appeared to them, to the 
House ; and he read the Report in his place, and after- 
wards delivered it at the Clerk's table, where the same 
was read, and is as followetb, viz : 

It appears to your Committee, by the testimony of Doc- 
tor William Pasteur, that on Friday morning, the twenty- 
third of April last, there was a commotion in the City of 
Williamsburgh, occasioned by the Governour's removing 
some powder from the publick magazine; that a common 
hall being' assembled he attended ; an address was pre- 
sented to his Excellency the Governour, and an answer 
received, as published in the Virginia Gazette; that the 
people, at the request of the Corporation, retired peaceably 
to their habitations ; that, during the commotion, the Cap- 
tains Foy, Montague, and Collins, walked the main street 
unmolested ; that, in the morning of the twenty-third of 
April, the said Pasteur, attending a patient at the Palace, 
accidentally met with his Excellency the Governour, who 
introduced a conversation relative to what had passed the 
preceding day, and seemed greatly exasperated at the peo- 
ple's having been under arms; when the said Pasteur ob- 
served, that it was done in a hurry and confusion, and that 
most of the people were convinced they were w 7 rong. His 
Lordship then proceeded to make use of several rash ex- 
pressions, and said that though he did not think himself in 
danger, yet understood some injury or insult was intended 
to be offered to the Captains Foy and Collins, which he 
should consider as done to himself, as those gentlemen 
acted entirely by his particular directions ; that his Lord- 
ship then swore by the living God, that if a grain of powder 
was burnt at Captain Foy or Collins, or if any injury or 
insult was offered to himself or either of them, that he 
would declare freedom to the slaves, and reduce the City 
of Williamsburgh to ashes. His Lordship then mentioned 
setting up the royal standard, but did not say that he would 
actually do it, but said he believed if he did, he should 
have a majority of white people, and all the slaves, on the 
side of Government; that he had. once fought for the Vir- 
ginians, and that, by God, he would let them see that he 
could fight against them, and declared that in a short time 



he could depopulate the whole Country. That his Excel- 
lency desired the said Pasteur immediately to communicate 
this to the Speaker and other gentlemen of the Town, for 
that there was not an hour to spare : adding also, that if 
Finnie and George Nicholas continued to go at large, what 
he had said would, from some misconduct of theirs, be 
carried into execution. That the said Pasteur immediately 
communicated this matter to the Speaker and several other 
gentlemen of the Town, and it soon became publickly 
known; in consequence of which two of the principal gen- 
tlemen of the City sent their wives and children into tire 
country. That his Excellency at other times, more than 
once, did say he should not carry these plans into execu- 
tion unless he was attacked, That the inhabitants of Wil- 
liamsburgh were soon after informed, by an express from" 
Fredericksburgh, that the people" in that part of the country 
were in motion towards this City. That the next morning 
after this report, the said Pasteur, attending a patient at the 
Palace, again met accidentally with the Governour, who 
declared to the said Pasteur, that if a large body of people 
came below Ruffin's Ferry, (a place about thirty miles from 
this City,) he would immediately enlarge his plan and 
carry it into execution ; but said that he should not regard 
a small number of men, adding, he then had two hundred 
muskets loaded in the Palace. The said Pasteur saith, 
that, to the best of his knowledge, at the time Lady Dun- 
more and family removed from Williamsburgh on board the 
Fowey, man-of-war, then lying at York, the inhabitants of 
this City were very peaceable. 

It appears to your Committee, from the testimony of 
Benjamin Waller, that the morning after the powder was 
removed from the publick magazine, the people in the City 
of Williamsburgh were much alarmed, and assembled, some 
with, and others without arms ; but when the Corporation 
reported the Governour's answer to their Address, they, by 
the persuasions of the Magistrates and other principal gen- 
tlemen of the Town, dispersed and were quiet, except in 
the evening, when a report prevailed that the Marines were 
landed, and intended to attack the Town ; they expressed 
great uneasiness, and went with their arms to the magazine 
to guard it, but soon dispersed, except a few, who acted as 
a patrol that night. That the next day Dr. Pasteur came 
to the said Waller's house and informed him of the Govern- 
our's threatening, that if himself, his family, or Captain Col- 
lins, were insulted, he would declare liberty to the slaves, 
and lay the Town in ashes ; and that the Governour had de- 
sired him to communicate this his declaration to the Magis- 
trates of the City, for that there was not a"n hour to lose. 
That these declarations gave. the said Waller and the other 
inhabitants of the Town great uneasiness. That several 
days afterwards his Excellency came to the said Waller's 
house on some private business, and in the course of con- 
versation his Lordship said that Captain Collins had only 
taken fifteen half barrels of powder from the magazine ; 
that some was not good, and others not full ; but that he 
believed that one whole barrel might he got out of three 
half barrels; whereupon the said Waller took the liberty 
to mention to his Lordship, that he w 7 as sorry to tell his 
Excellency that he had lost the confidence . of the people, 
not so much for having taken the powder, as for the decla- 
ration he made of raising and freeing the slaves ; to which 
he answered, that he did say so, and made no secret of it, 
and that he would do that or any thing else, to have de- 
fended himself, in case he had been attacked. That his 
Lordship farther observed, that some slaves had offered him 
their service at the time the Hanover men were coming 
down, but that he had sent them away. The said Ben- 
jamin Waller farther says, that several young gentlemen of 
the Town, and others, had formed themselves. into a com- 
pany, (by the name'of an Independent Company,) to learn 
the military exercise, and elected the Colonel of the Mi- 
litia for their Captain, and that they usually mustered once 
a week. That when his Excellency returned from the 
Indian expedition last fall, many of the said company 
waited upon him in their uniform, to congratulate his Lord- 
ship on his return ; but the said Waller heard they were 
coolly received. That said Waller says that he never 
heard of any powder being lodged in the magazine from 
the Rippon, man-of-war, until since the removal of the 
powder, and then. only from report, the truth of which he 
does not know. " ■■'■ ~^- -.- ; : -_--"■ 
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It also appears to your Committee, from the testimony 
of John Randolph, Esq., Attorney-General, of the City of 
Williamsburgh, that the morning after the removal of the 
powder, many of the people were under arms at the Court- 
House. That he does not recollect he heard the Governour 
expressly say he would proclaim freedom to the slaves, but 
is well satisfied such was his Lordship's intention, if it had 
been necessary for him to take up arms in defence of his 
person. That, he does not recollect he ever saw any of the 
people under arms (except on the removal of the powder) 
but the volunteer company when exercising; which com- 
pany had been formed a considerable time before the dis- 
turbance happened. That he thought Lady Dunmore had 
no reason, but the timidity of her sex, to suspect any injury 
would be, done her or, her family; nor did he know that 
Lord. Dunmore had just cause to apprehend danger, unless 
he gave credit to the reports carried to him, .which were of 
such a nature as to justify an opinion that his person was 
not safe,. That he is of opinion, and that he informed the 
Governour so when he, with other gentlemen, waited upon 
him with, the address of the House, that his person was 
in no danger. That his Lordship was almost every day at 
his, the said Randolph's, house, distant above a quarter of 
a mile from the Palace, and in particular the evening of his 
departure, and that his Lordship received no insult, as he 
knows of, in passing to and. from thence. The said Ran- 
dolph says that he understood from the Governour, in case 
armed people came to Williamsburgh, he would fix up the 
royal standard to distinguish the friends of Government 
from. its foes; and that if negroes, on that occasion, offered 
their services, they would be received. That the_ Governour 
informed hjm (by one of his servants) some negroes had 
offered their service, but ordered his servant toJ)id them go 
about their business. That the morning after the removal 
of the powder, the said Randolph saw Captain Collins, Cap- 
tain Foy, and, he believes, Captain Stretch, pass through 
the people unmolested. 

It also appears, by the testimony of John Dixon, Esq., 
Mayor of the City of Williamsburgh, that, in the opinion 
of the inhabitants, the Militia of the City being on an in- 
different, footing, and they having heard of an independent 
company established at Norfolk, were desirous of forming 
one in Williamsburgh. That such company was accord- 
ingly formed, and, although he does not know the Gov- 
ernour was ever present when they were exercised, the 
said Dixon never heard he disapproved of it. That his 
Honour the President, while the Governour was out on 
the Indian expedition, directed the keeper of the publick 
magazine to furnish the company with muskets. That a 
Committee was chosen in the City, agreeable to the direc- 
tions of the Congress, hut not to act, as he knew of, under 
the Committee., That upon the Governour's return from 
the Indian expedition, one of the company waited upon 
his Excellency, to inform him the company intended to 
pay their_oompliments to him the next morning, before the 
Palace, if agreeable to Lady Dunmore, who was then in- 
disposed; but his Lordship being out of the w r ay, the per- 
son who went, left his compliments of the above import. 
That the next morning the said Dixon, as captain, with 
part of the company, drew up in Palace-street, and paid 
the usual compliments. That his Lordship did not come 
out to meet them; but some time afterwards there. was a 
message delivered by Mr.. Blair, from his Excellency, that 
he would have done himself the pleasure of waiting upon 
them, if they had staid a little longer, as he did not expect 
they would have finished their exercise so soon. That the 
morning after the powder was removed, many of the inha- 
bitants Taeing much alarmed, and greatly incensed against. 
Capt. Foy and Capt. Collins, assembled at the Court-House 
under arms ; but does not believe, nor has he heard any 
injury or insult was intended to the Governour. That 
some .time after the, Governour's answer to the address of 
the Corporation was read, the people, upon the, interposi- 
tion of the Magistrates, and other gentlemen, were satisfied, 
and returned home in quiet. That after the Governour 
had declared what Captain Collins had done was by his 
order, their resentment against Captain Collins subsided. 
That the, same evening the powder was removed a report 
prevaileH that a number of. armed men from Captain Col- 
tins's schooner had landed at BurwelVs Ferry, about four 
miles Tvom Williamsburgh, with design, as was supposed, 



to remove the arms from the magazine ; whereupon many 
of the inhabitants repaired to the magazine, to prevent 
such design being executed ; but by the advice of some 
gentlemen, they all dispersed except such as patrolled that 
night. That the inhabitants appeared to be in perfect tranr 
quillity, till a report was spread of his Excellency's throw- 
ing out some threats respecting the slaves, when there 
seemed to be great uneasiness ; but nothing more was done 
but doubling the usual patrol. That after the alarm was 
over the first day, he remembers to have seen Captain Foy 
and Captain Montague walk the streets, and he believes 
without insult ; and frequently saw them, Captain Collins 
and other officers, do the same, without their swords, unmo- 
lested by the inhabitants. 

It also appears, by the testimony of Joseph Hulchings, 
Colonel of the Militia of the Borough of Norfolk, that 
some years ago the inhabitants, judging it would be a 
means of their greater security, proposed raising an inde- 
pendent company, that, by their being more regularly 
trained, they might be more capable of acting upon an 
emergency ; that some time afterwards, his Excellency 
Lord Dunmore being at Norfolk, the said Hutchings in- 
formed him of the intention of the inhabitants, and asked 
his advice how to act as tp granting commissions, the 
company intending to choose their own officers ; that his 
Lordship highly commended the proposal, advised the said 
Hutchings to encourage and grant commissions to such 
officers as might be chosen, and expressed his wishes that 
the example might be followed throughout the Country. 
That about two years afterwards his Lordship was again at 
Norfolk, when the company was completely formed and 
regimented ; and, having drawn, them up, his Lordship 
marched through the lines in order to review them, and 

again expressed great satisfaction. 

Your Committee then proceeded to examine several gen- 
tlemen, merchants, natives of Great Britain, who reside 
in different parts of this Colony, respecting the disposition 
of its people, and its internal peace, the causes of the late 
commotions, and the progress thereof; and it appears to 
your Committee, from the depositions by them taken, as 
follows: 

It appears, from the testimony of Hugh Hamilton, of 
the County of Westmoreland, that the Courts of this Colo- 
ny have always proceeded in criminal, business as usqal, 
but declined trying civil causes immediately on the lapse 
of the Fee-Bill, which, together with the Non-Exportation 
Agreement, was, in his opinion, the cause of stopping that 
business, rather than an inclination of withholding justice, 
his. acquaintances having the sarne inclination topay their 
debts as before the stoppage of the Courts. That Com- 
mittees had been chosen within these twelve months, 
and independent companies formed, in his and the neigh- 
bouring Counties about the month of February last, for 
the defence of the Colony, and that he never heard they 
were designed to protect the Committee.!, That, in his 
County, the gentlemen have been. at proper pains to pre- 
serve order; and it has been recomrrrended to the Militia 
to acquire a knowledge of the military exercise. _That the 
people within his acquaintance have been very orderly, and 
that he never saw any commotion before the powder was 
taken from the magazine; that there was an alarm con- 
cerning the slaves prior to this transaction, w 7 hich was 
greatly increased by the report of the Governour's inten- 
tion to declare them free, , That he .ngTCriisjjovered the 
smallest inclination in any of the inhabitants to be indepen- 
dent of Great Britain; but, On the contrary, a most eager 
desire for a connexion, asJt stood prior to the acts of Par- 
liament imposing taxes on America; and he is persuaded 
a redress of grievances complained of would establish a 
perfect tranquillity throughout this Colony, and produce a 

reconciliation with the. Parent.State. ^ 

It appears, from the testimony of Thomas Mitchell, of 
the County of Louisa, that theloss of the F_e_e-_Bi!l is gener 
rally assigned, and, he believes, was the immediate cause 
of stopping the civil proceedings in the courts of justice ; 
but apprehends their not being resumed is owing to the 
commercial mode of opposition. That no independent 
company was formed in the said County .until the 8th of 
May, 1775, or thereabouts, nor a Committee chosen until 
some months after the Associal|on,entej;ed_j,ntpj and it is 
his opinion the said company was raised with a view to put 
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the Colony into a state of defence, but believes it would 
assist their Committee, if called on. That no commotions 
have happened in the said County, but that the Govern- 
our's declaration to give freedom to the slaves greatly in- 
flamed the minds of those who believed it ; but does not 
think that belief was general. That he does not think the 
Colony wish to be independent of Great Britain, and is 
satisfied a redress of the grievances complained of would 
restore tranquillity and reconciliation. 

It appears, from the testimony of James Lyle and Robert 
Donald, of the County of Chesterfield, that the reason as- 
signed for stopping the Courts in civil proceedings was the 
expiration of the Fee-Bill ; and they are of opinion, that 
their refusing to proceed now is owing to the adopted mode 
of commercial opposition. That no independent company 
was formed in Chesterfield till a few weeks ago, and that 
they were intended for the general defence of the Coun- 
try, and not, as they know, designed for the protection of 
the Committee, or to be under their direction ; but they 
believe they would protect the Committee, if required. 
That the inhabitants were quiet and peaceable prior to the 
removal of the powder, and were greatly alarmed and ex- 
asperated at the Governour's declaration of giving freedom 
to the slaves, since which uncommon diligence has been 
used in training the Independent Company and the Militia 
to arms; but the people have always behaved themselves 
orderly, paying the greatest regard to the prudent advice 
of their officers. That they have no reason to believe the 
people wish an independence of Great Britain, and firmly 
believe a redress_of .the present grievances would establish 
general tranquillity throughout this Colony, and a recon- 
ciliation with Great Britain. 

It ajppeafvfrom" the testimony of Thomas Hodge and 
James Robison, of King George County, Charles Yates 
and Jienry Mitchell, of Spottsyhania, and Robert Gil- 
christ and Patrick Kennan, of Caroline, that the expiration 
of the Fee-Bill was the immediate cause of stopping the 
CourtS'ijTclvil causes. That it has been since considered 
as a political means of obtaining a redress of grievances, 
by interesting the British merchants, who have property 
here, in "our behalf; and that, since it has been determined 
to discontinue the exports, it has been thought necessary; 
but the Courts proceed in criminal cases as usual. That 
Committees have been established to enforce the resolu- 
tions of the General Congress, and,independent companies 
formed to learn the use of arms, at different periods: in 
Spottsyhania some time last winter, in Caroline in Febru- 
ary or March last, and in King George since the last 
Colony Convention in March, Thty do not know that 
they were; established to protect the Committees, but believe 
the defence of the Colony was the first and principal motive. 
That some of the Independent Company of Spottsyhania 
bave acted under the direction of their Committee, but the 
Caroline, company refused to enlist, unless they were to 
he solely under the direction of officers of their own choos- 
ing. That there never were any commotions among the 
people till after the powder was removed from the maga- 
zine, when, in consequence of that transaction, there was 
a great assejnjjly of armed men at Fredericksburgh, and 
adjacent places ; but they were very orderly and peaceable, 
and upon advice of a Council they appointed, and some of 
the Delegates of this Colony, they all retired to their re- 
spective homes. That about this time they understood the 
Governour had made a declaration of freedom to the slaves, 
which was not generally believed; but as far as it gained 
credit, it tended greatly to inflame the people. That they 
do not believe any part of this Colony wish an indepen- 
dence of Great Britain, though they cannot undertake to 
judge of the views of individuals ; and they hope and think, 
a redress of the present grievances would restore tran- 
quillity here, and produce a reconciliation with the Parent 
State. 

It appears, from the testimony of Archibald Ritchie, of 
the County of Essex, that the cause generally assigned for 
stopping the proceedings of the Courts in civil causes (the 
criminal proceedings going on as usual) was the expiration 
of the Fee-Bill ; but thathe believes the measure was politi- 
cally adopted for carrying more effectually into execution 
the purposes of the Association, That the volunteer com- 
pany in the Cou nty of Essex [was formed about three weeks 
ago, not merely for protecting the Committees ; but believes 



they would do so, if required. That previous to the seiz- 
ure of the powder, the state of the Colony, as far as his 
observation extended, was a general acquiescence in the 
resolves of the Provincial and General Congress ; and 
that in consequence thereof, no commotion happened in 
that County, That he does not know of any one that 
wishes independence of Great Britain; but, on his oath, 
cannot say there are none such. That he has not the least 
doubt, if the grievances complained of were redressed, 
perfect tranquillity would be established between Great 
Britain and the Colonies. . V 

It appears, from the testimony of Charles Duncan, of 
the County Of Chesterfield, near the Town of Petersburgh 
and Blanford, that the loss of the Fee-Bill, in his opinion, 
was the immediate cause of the stop to the proceedings in 
the Courts in civil causes, (the criminal going on as usual.) 
That a volunteer. company in the said County was formed 
some time after the Convention at Richmond, and, in his 
Opinion, solely for putting the Country into a posture of 
defence, without any regard to the protection of the Com- 
mittee. That the state of the Colony, before the removal 
of the powder, was peaceable and orderly ; and a strict 
compliance with the resolves of the Continental and Pro- 
vincial Congress was, he thinks, the cause of maintain- 
ing that good order, so little to be expected in a country 
deprived of so essential a part of its laws. That the removal 
of the powder certainly occasioned the commotions com- 
plained of, and he believes, so far as the Governour's de- 
clarations gained credit, they contributed to those disturb- 
ances; but there were none such in the neighbourhood 
where he. lives. That he never heard any person wish an 
independence of Great Britain, and is clearly of opinion 
a redress of the present grievances would immediately pro- 
duce a hearty reconciliation. 

It appears, by the testimony of Archibald Bryce, of the 
County of Henrico, that the expiration of (he Fee-Bill 
was the reason assigned by the Court for stopping the 
proceedings in civil cases (the criminal going^on as usual ;) 
and he believes the commercial mode of opposition is the 
reason why the business of the Courts is not resumed. 
That the suspension in civil proceedings took place in 
June, 1774; and, some time in the fall, a Committee was 
chosen, agreeable to an article of the General Association; 
That the Independent Company of Henrico has not been 
formed above six weeks, and he believes the principal 
design of their institution was 10" put the Colony into a 
proper state of defence. That he knew of no commotions 
in the Country before the seizuTe of the powder; and 
as very few took up arms upon that occasion, he was in- 
formed that at the request of one of the representatives of 
the County they returned to their habitations. That he 
thinks, as far as the Governour's declaration gained credit 
with the people, it served to irritate their minds, and might 
possibly be a means of continuing the commotions in the 
Country. That he believes the Colony in genera] do not 
wish an independence, and that a redress of grievances 
would establish tranquillity, and produce a reconciliation. 

It appears, by the testimony of Thomas Montgomery, 
of the County of Prince William, that, previous to the 
powder's being seized, Committeesof Correspondence, and 
of Observation, to carry into effect the resolutions of the 
Congress, and volunteer companies, were formed ; military 
discipline was taught, arms and ammunition Were indus- 
triously procured. That upon the report of the Govern- 
our's having seized the powder, many people marched 
to Fredericksburgh ; where, upon a meeting of several 
Counties, it was determined, in consultation, they should 
return to their respective homes. That the Court pro- 
ceeds in criminal cases. In civil cases, the proceedings 
are stopped; owing, as he thinks, to the expiration of 
the Fee-Bill, but not to the determination against imports 
and exports, which he thinks did not necessarily produce 
that effect. Having observed the same inclination in. the 
people to do justice to their creditors as usual, he thinks 
the above steps do not proceed from any inclination to 
withhold justice. That no other commotions or disturb- 
ances have happened in the County but what were pro- 
duced by the alarm of seizing the powder; and these 
subsided soon, and the people returned to their own 
habitations. That the political measures are adopted by 
all classes of men. That the Independent Company was 
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formed in that County about September, and its design was 
to protect the Colony in general, and the County in par- 
ticular ; and that he has heard it observed, this institution 
would aid the execution of the resolutions of the Com- 
mittee. That he believes few, if any persons in the Colo- 
ny, wish an independence of Great Britain; but, on the 
contrary, is of opinion that a redress of grievances would 
establish tranquillity here, and a perfect reconciliation with 
the Mother Country, as he thinks they entertain not a 
desire but of dependance on the Mother Country, on con- 
stitutional principles. 

It appears by the testimony of Archibald Govan, Tho- 
mas Evans, John Johnson, and George Braikenridge, of 
the County of Hanover, that proceedings in criminal cases 
went on as usual. That all civil law proceedings (except 
motions against Sheriffs and other publick officers) were 
stopped in June, 1774. In November, a Committee, in 
conformity to a regulation of the Congress, was chosen, to 
carry into execution the American Association, and an Inde- 
pendent Company enlisted, but not embodied. That, for 
the interruption of sujts in civil cases, they assign the ex- 
piration of the Fee-Bill as the principal cause, and do not 
attribute,, that measure to the adoption of the commercial 
opposition, as this political measure took place. some months 
after the Courts had stopped their proceedings. That as 
to the^conTniQtions, they say none have occurred, except 
in one instance, which proceeded from the Governour's 
seizing the powder, which was heightened and increased 
by his threatening to enfranchise the slaves. That those 
causes induced the Independent Company to choose their 
officers, and march out about twenty miles towards Wil- 
liamsburgh; but how they conducted themselves on their 
march, they can give no information. That they think the 
independent companies were formed to put the Country 
into a state of defence ; yet they suppose they would have 
aided the Committee. That the Colony, in their opinion, 
desires not an independence of Great Britain; and that a 
redress of the present grievances would re-establish tran- 
quillity, and produce a reconciliation with the Parent State. 

It appears to your Committee, from the testimony of 
Andrew Sprowle, Archibald Campbell, and James In- 
gram, of the County of Norfolk, and Samuel Donaldson, 
pf the County of Nansemond, that in these Counties the 
Courts, as usual, proceed in criminal cases. For the causes 
of stopping the proceedings in civil suits, they assign the 
exptraiiohof the Fee Bil.l as the primary one ; but, as a 
secoftdary cause, they think this measure was adopted to 
carry the purposes of the Association more effectually into 
execution, which, by distressing the mercantile part of the 
British Nation, was intended to interest them in favour of 
the Colony, and to produce in the end an accommodation. 
That the Town of Norfolk, as yet, has.no independent 
company, but one formed before the existence of Commit- 
tees, with the approbation of the Governour, and under his 
commission. In Nansemond County, an independent com- 
pany was formed in May last ; not for the avowed purpose 
of protecting Committees, but in conformity to the direc- 
tion of the last Convention. That before the seizure of 
the powder, a general acquiescence under the resolutions 
of the General and Provincial Congress marked the politi- 
cal character of this Colony ; and, in the above mentioned 
Counties, no commotions were excited by this conduct of 
the Governour, since in neither did the report that an in- 
surrection^ was intended by the slaves, produce that effect. 
That they think it the universal wish to have a constitu- 
tional dependance on Great Britain; and that a redress 
of grievances will immediately establish tranquillity, and be 
productive of a reconciliation with the. Parent State. 

Ordered, That said Report do lie upon the table, to be 
perused by the Members of this House. 

The Order of the Day being read, for the House to re- 
solve itself injp a Committee of the. Whole House upon 
the Bill for appointing Commissioners to settle the Accounts 
of the Militia Jatelydrawn out into actual service, and for 
making provision for paying the same : 

Resolved, That this House will to-morrow resolve itself 
into trie said Committee. 
, The other Order of the Day being read, 

Resolved, That this House will to-morrow resolve itself 
into a^Ccanmittee. of the whole House, to. take into con- 



sideration the Governour's Answer to the joint Address of 
the Council and this House. 

Thursday, June 15, 15 Geo. Ill, 1775. 

A Message from the Council by Mr. Blair: 
Mr. Speaker: I. am commanded by the Council to 
acquaint this House, that the Council do desire a present 
free conference with this House in the Conference Cham- 
ber, on the subject of your Message relative to the secu- 
ring the publick Arms. - — - ■-- 

And then the Messenger withdrew. 

Resolved, That the House doth agree to the free con- 
ference desired by the Council. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bland do go to the Council, and 
acquaint them that the House doth agree to the conference 
desired by them, 

A Message from the Council by Mr. Blair: 

Mr. Speaker : The Council have appointed three of 
their Members to manage the conference desired with this 
House, who are now. in the Conference Chamber. 

And then the Messenger withdrew. 

Resolved, That Mr. Bland, Mr. Treasurer, Mr. Cary, 
Mr. Jones, Mr. Nelson, and Mr. Digges, do manage the 
conference desired by the Council. 

And they went to the conference. 

And being returned, 

Mr. Bland reported, that the Managers had attended 
the conference, and that it was managed, on the part of 
the Council, by Mr. Carter, who acquainted them that 
the Council are of opinion the publick Arms are not 
secure, and think it would be proper that an inventory of 
them be taken ; and that an AdaYess be presented to the 
Governour to desire that he will consent to the removal of 
them to a more secure place. 

Resolved, That a free conference.be desired with the 
Council upon the subject-matter of the last conference. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bland do go to the Council and 
desire the said conference. 

A Message from the Council by Mr. Blair : 

Mr. Speaker : The Council do agree to the free con- 
ference desired by this House, and have appointed three 
of their Members to manage the same, who are now in 
the Conference Chamber. 

And then the Messenger withdrew. 

Resolved, That the gentlemen who managed the last 
conference do manage this conference. 

Ordered, That it be an instruction to them, that they 
acquaint the Managers for the Council that this House will 
agree to join with the Council in an Address to be pre- 
sented to the Governour, to desire that he will consent to 
the removal of the publick Arms to a more secure place ; 
and, moreover, that they propose to the Managers for the 
Council that some measure may be taken to secure the 
Arms in the mean time. 

And the Managers went to the conference ; and being 
returned, 

Mr. Bland reported that the Managers had attended 
the conference, and had acquainted the Managers for the 
Council that this House would agree to join with the 
Council in an Address to be presented to the Governour, 
and had proposed to them that some measure may be 
taken to secure the Arms in the mean time. 

A Message from the Council by Mr. Blair : 

Mr. Speaker : The Council desire a present, free con- 
ference with this House in the Conference (Chamber, on 
the subject-matter of the la.st conference, 
, And then the Messenger withdrew. 

Resolved, That this House dojth agree to the present 
free conference desired by the Council. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bland do go to the Council, and 
acquaint them that the House doth agree to the conference 
desired by the Council. 

A Message from the Council by Mr. Blair: 
Mr. Speaker:. The Council have appointed two of 
their Members to manage the conference desired by this 
House, who are now ready in the Conference Chamber. 
And then the Messenger withdrew. 

Resolved, That the gentlemen who managed the last 
conference, do manage this conference.. 
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And they went to the conference. 

And being returned, 

Mr. Bland reported, that the Managers for the Council 
acquainted them that the Council do agree to join with 
flu's House in an Address to be presented to the Govern- 
our, to desire that he will consent to the removal of the 
publick Arms to a more secure place, and have appointed 
three of their Members to draw up the said Address, in 
conjunction with such of this House as may be appointed ; 
but that the Council do not approve of any measure to be 
taken, before such Address be presented, for securing the 
said Arms. 

Ordered, That the gentlemen who managed the con- 
ference be appointed a Committee to join with a Commit- 
tee of the Council in drawing up the said Address. 

-The Order of the Day being read, for the House to re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole House, to take 
into consideration the Goyernour's Answer to the joint Ad- 
dress of the Council and this House, 

Ordered, That the Report of the Committee appoint- 
ed to inspect the publick Magazine, and inquire into the 
Stores belonging to the same, which, on Tuesday "last, 
was ordered to lie upon the table, be referred to the said 
Committee. 

Ordered, That the Report of the Committee appointed 
to inquire-into the causes of the late Disturbances and Com- 
motions, which was yesterday ordered to lie upon the table, 
be referred to the. said Committee, 

Ordered, That the extract of a Letter from the Earl 
of Dmmore to the Earl of Dartmouth, dated Williams- 
burgh, Decembers, 1774, laid before the House of Com- 
tiions, which extract was this day presented to this House, 
be referred to the said Committee. 

Then the House resolved itself Into the said Committee. 
Mr. Speaker left the chair. 
Mr. Cary took the chair of the Committee. 
Mr^Speaker resumed the chair. 

Mr. Cary reported from the Committee that they had 
gone through the matter referred to them, and had come 
to a Resolution, which they had directed him to report 
when the House will please to. receive the same. 
Ordered^ That the said Report be now received. 
Mr. Gary accordingly reported from the Committee the 
-Resolution which the Committee had directed him to re- 
port to the House, which he read in his place, and after- 
wards delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the same 
was read, and is as followeih, viz : 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee that 
en Address be presented to his Excellency the Governour 
in reply to b is Lordship's written Message in answer to the 
joint Address of the Council and this House, representing 
tp his Excellency the great concern the House was under 
a U?ce'ying such a message ; giving to his Excellency a 
true state of this Country ; the dispositions of the people 
. «°™s "is Majesty and his Government ; stating, from the 
evidence now produced to this Committee, the real causes 
"L^eJ^nhappy disturbances, and the effects those dis- 
turbanxei ham produced ; representing the conduct of the " 
Committee appointed by the House to examine into the 
state of the publick Magazine in its proper light; explain- 
ing to his Excellency the views of this House in offering 
to close with any proper measures he might have recom- 
mended .forjhe security of his person and family; living 
his Excellency a faithful account of the proceedings of the 
Convention lately held at Richmond, and the reasons for 
the R^olulions thenjnjtered into ; observing the tendency 
of his Lordship s representations of the inhabitants of this 
Colony in his publick letters to the Secretary of State- 
the design of the Committees; the origin of Independent 
and Volunteer Companies, their true design, and the effects 
they have produced ; representing how inconvenient and im- 
proper it would be for. the House to adjourn to YorWown; 
referring his Excellency to the former Address of the House 
ior the reasons why we cannot interpose our legislative au- 
thority in respect to the Courts of Justice ; and why we can- 
not approve the proposition made to us by Parliament ; a^ain 
to assure him, that m our opinion there cannot be the least 
danger in h,s returning to the Palace with his family and 
that we are still willing and desirous of doing everything 
in our power for their most perfect security ; to inform hfs 



Excellency, as our opinion, that the best means of mediating 
between the supreme authority and this Country will be to 
make an impartial representation of what has happened 
ever since his arrival in Virginia ;mA to assure him in the 
warmth of our hearts of the sincerest disposition on our 
part to have the utmost harmony and most perfect tranquil- 
lity restored. 

The said Resolution.being read a second time, was, upon 
the question put thereupon, agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to draw up 
an Address to be presented to the Governour upon the said 
Resolution. 

And a Committee was appointed, of Mr. Treasurer, Mr. 
Bland, Mr. Cary, Mr. Bigges, Mr. Nelson, Mr. Jones; 
and Mr. Munford. .-■■'_....•■ -. ' 

Several other Members, having taken the oaths appointed 
to be taken by Act of Parliament, and repeated and sub- 
scribed the Test, took their places in the House. 

Ordered, That a Message be se'nt to tS Council, in- 
forming them that it appears to this House, by the report 
of their Committee, that the locks of upward of three hun- 
dred Guns, lately in complete order in the publick Maga- 
zine, have been taken, off; that oneJiunSredjndjjight of 
these Guns are still in the Magazine, but are useless with- 
out locks; that this House requests the Council tcLJoin 
them in an Address to his Excellency the Governour, de- 
siring his Lordship will be pleased to communicate to the 
Council and this^ House, whether ; the Jockg "were taken ^ off 
by his Excellency's command ; and, "if they were,' that his 
Lordship will be pleased to direct them to be returned to 
the Magazine, which will be in ^filcondltionlo-morrovv 
to receive them. ~ ;~~ ~-~~: =: 7 — • -- 

Ordered, That Mr. Mercer do carry the saidMessage 
to the Council. " "" 
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Friday, June 16, 15 Geo, III, 1775.' 

The Order of the Day being read, for the House" to re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole House upon 
the Bill for appointing Commissioners to settle the Accounts 
of the Militia lately drawn out into actual service, and for 
making provision to pay the same, 

Ordered,, That the Governor's written Message To this 
House, and the Papers therein referred to, which, ^ipon 
Monday, the fifth day of this instant June, were ordered 
to he upon the table, be referred to the. said. Committee. 

Then the House resolved itself into the said Committee. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Bland took the chair of the Committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

Mr. Bland reported from the Committee, that they had 
mad? a progress in the Bill, and that he was directed by 
the Committee to move that they may have leave to sit 
again. 

Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole House, to consider further 
of the said Bill. :: - .- 

Mr. Cary reported to the House that their Address of 
Monday last had been presented to the Governour, and that 
his Excellency gave him a written ansWe* thereunto; and 
he delivered the said answer in at the Clerk's table, where 
the same was. read, and is as followe'th, "viz : 
Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses : ' " 

k is with real concern I can discover nothing "in 'your 
Address that I think manifests the smallest* inclination to 
or will be productive of a reconciliation with the mother 
Country. ■'■■ ' 

Resolved, That an Address be presented to his Excel- 
lency the Governour, informing him the publick Magazine 
is now in fit condition for the reception of Arms and Ammu- 
nition, requesting his Lordship will be pleased to order the 
Powder, lately removed from thence by his Excellency's 
command, to be returned, agreeable "to his promise. 

To represent that it appears to this House, by a report 
of a Committee appointed to inspect "the Magazine, that 
there are no Arms there fit for service ; that in these criti- 
cal times an Indian war is not improbable, and an insurrec- 
tion of slaves may possibly be encouraged solely by the 
want of publick stores of Arms and Ammunition, which is 
now become a fact of publick notoriety ; that the Legisla- 
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t.ure of this Colony have long since established a very ample 
fund for this necessary purpose, by granting His Majesty 
one shilling and three pence sterling upon the tonnage of 
vessels, which appears for several years to exceed three 
thousand Pounds sterling per annum ; that the House of 
Burgesses heretofore, trusting that Government would pro- 
vide means so essential for the preservation of this Colony, 
■have not interfered in this business; but this House, finding 
that though this want was known to Government more than 
twelve months past, no means have been adopted to pro- 
vide against it, conceive it their duty to remind Government 
of this great grievance, and to request that two thousand 
"stand- of Arms, five tons of Powder, and twenty tons of 
"Lead, at the least, and a sufficient quantity of other articles, 
be immediately provided and lodged in the publick. Maga- 
zine for the defence of this Colony, in case of any invasion 
or insurrection: assuring his .Excellency that if the fund 
aforementioned shall prove insufficient, this House will 
cheerfully make further provision for these purposes.. 
'_ Ordered, That a Committee be. appointed to draw up 
an Address, to be presented, to the Governour upon the 
said Resolution. 

-'. And a Committee was appointed, of Mr, Mercer, Mr. 
Cary, and Mr. Braxton. 

Mr. Treasurer presented to the House, according to order, 
a Bill for appointing Commissioners to ratify and confirm 
tire late Treaty of Peace with the Ohio Indians; and the 
same .was recei.ved,jmd^ read the first time. 

Resolved, That, the Bill be read a second time. 

"-Ordered, That the Bill.be now read a second .time. 

' The Bill was accordingly read a second time. ' 
.. Resolved, That the E?iil be committed to Mr. Treasurer, 
Mr. Bland, Mr. Cary, Mr, Dirges, Mr. Kelson, Mr. Jones, 
apd Mr. John Walker. 

Saturday, June 17, 15 Geo. Ill, 1775. 

Ordered, That this House be called over upon Monday 
ne%t. 

. The Order of the Day being read, for the House to.re- 

sqlve itself, into. a r Committ.ee of the .Whole House to con-. 

sider further of the Bill for appointing Commissioners to 

settle .the Accounts of the Militia lately drawn out into 

. actual. service, and for making provision to pay the same, 

The House resolved itself into the said Committee. 

Mr, Speaker left the chair. 
- Mr. Bland took the chair of the Committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. 

Mr. B/a«fZ,jeported. from, the Committee that they had 
gone through the Bill, and made several amendments there- 
unto, which they had directed him to report when the 
.House wj.l! please to receive the same. 

Ordered, That the Report be now received. 
, Mr, Blqnd accordingly reported from the said Committee 
the amendments which the Committee Jiad made to the 
Bill, and. which they had directed him to report to the 
House ; and he read the Report in his place, and after- 
wards delivered .the. Bill, with the amendments, in at the 
Clerk's table, where the amendments weje once read 
throughout, ana! then a seebnd time, one by one ; and, 
upoii the question severally put thereupon, one of them 
was disagreed to, and the rest were, with amendments .to 
several ..of .them, agreed to by the House; and several 
amendments, were jnade .by the House to the Bill. 

Ordered, That the Bill, with the amendments, be en- 
grossed, . 

Mr. .Mercer reported from the Committee, appointed on 
Wednesday, the seventh of this instant, June, to draw up 
an Address to be presented to the Governour, that the Com- 
mittee had. drawn up an Address' accordingly, which they 
had directed him to report to the House ; and he read the 
same in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the 
Clerk's table, \yhere the same was read, and is as follow- 
eth, viz : 

My Lord :. We, His Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Burgesses of Virginia, return your Lordship 
puf sincere thanks for your kind tender of services expressed 
in your Message to this House of the 6th instant ; as also for 
your Lordship's assurance that you will do every thing in 
your power to restore the publick tranquillity, upon a sure 
and. firm, foundation. Tins House, my Lord, have the high- 



est sense of the services you rendered to this Country on the 
late Indian expedition : and, while they reflect on this part 
of your Lordship's conduct, sincerely lament that any event 
should disturb the happiness which your Lordship is pleased 
to say yoxr have enjoyed among us. Wishing most ar- 
dently for a restoration of that harmony which subsisted 
between your Lordship and the People, we have directed 
an inquiry into the cause of the late disturbances and com- 
motions which have arisen in some parts of this Colony; 
and we assure your Lordship that we will proceed to inves- 
tigate this matter with due attention, and apply, on our 
parts, remedies the best our abilities can suggest. 
The said Address being read a second time, 
Resolved, That the House doth agree with the Com- 
mittee in the said Address to.be presented to the Governour. ; 
Ordered, That the said Address be presented to his Ex- 
cellency by Mr. Cary, Nr.Brazton, Mr. Wood, Mr. Jones, 
and Mr. Zane. ~ ■; ~ ~ : ~ 

. A Message from, the C.ouncil by Mr. Blair : 
.. Mr, Speaker : The Council do agree to join with this 
House in an Address io his Excellency the Governoiir, as 
this House have desired, concerning the locks takenoff some 
of the Guns in the Magazine, and they have appointed two 
of their Members, to join the Members which may be ap- 
pointed by this House, to prepare the same. 
And then the Messenger withdrew. 
Ordered, That Mr. Mercer, Mr. Con/TMr. MunforcT, and 
Mr. Jones, do join the Members appointed bylhe Council 
to prepare the s.aid^ Address. 

Mr. Mercer reported from the Committee appointed 
yesterday ,to draw up an Address, upon the Resolution of 
this House, to be presented to the Governour, that the 
Committee had drawn up an Address accordingly, which 
they had directed him to report to the House ; and beread 
the same in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the 
Clerk's table, where the same was read, and is as fblloweth : 
My Lord : We, His Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Burgesses of Virginia, beg leave to inform 
your Lordship that the pubiick Magazine Is now .repaired, 
and in fit condition for the reception oT arms and ammuni- 
tion. We therefore request your. Lordship will be pleased 
to order the powder lately removed from thence to be 
returned, agreeable to your Lordship's promise contained 
in your written message to this House. . We farther beg 
leave to inform your Lordship, that it appears to the House, 
from the report of their Committee appointed to inspect 
the publick magazine, that there" are~rro arms therein fit for 
service, at this critical time. My Lord, when your .Excel- 
lency assures us of the great probability of an Indian inva- 
sion, at a time, too, when an insurrection of our slaves 
may be encouraged merely from a notoriety of a total de- 
ficiency in our publick stores of arms and ammunition, it 
is a duty we owe to our Country and ourselves, to remind 
your Lordship that the Legislature of this Colony have long 
since made ample provision for the purchase of arms;/g,nd 
ammunition, and established a competent fund for that ptir- 

"'pose, by granting to His Majesty one shilling and three 
pence sterling upon the tonnage of all vessels trading to. this 
Country. This fund, my Lord, has, for several years: last 
past, exceeded three thousand Pounds sterling per annqm ; 
and our predecessors, in former Assemblies, trusting that 
Government would always .make a necessary and adequate 
provision in a matter so essential to the immediate and 
future preservation of this Colony, have not interfered .in 

_ this business. But, my Lord, this House, finding a total inat- 
tention in Government to this important provision, although 
it must have appeared essential. more than twelve r months 
ago, and still observing that no means are pursued to supply 
a deficiency so alarming, now conceive It to be their duty, 
not only torepresent this grievance to your Lordship, but 
also to request that you; will be pleased to order. that two 
thousand stand of arms, five tons of powder, and twenty tons 
of lead at least, with a "sufficient quantity of other military 
stores, be immediately provided for the defence; of this 
Colony, in case of any invasion or insurrection, and that the 
same be lodged in the publick magazine. Tn case the fund 
aforementioned shall prove deficient, this House assure your 
Lordship that they will make such further or other provi- 
sion as may be necessary tp eaable your Lordship to com- 
ply with this request. ,. ......,.- '" . ; . ., 
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t .The said Address being read a second time, 

Resolved, That the House doth agree with the Com- 
mittee in jhe said Address to be presented to the Gov- 
erriour. " 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to the 
Governour by Mr. Cary, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Wood, Mr. 
Jones, and Mr. Zane. 

A Message from the Council by Mr. Blair: 
Mr. Speaker; The Council have agreed to the Ad- 
dress prepared by a Committee of the Council and of this 
House, and have appointed two of their Members to join 
such Members as this House may appoint to present the 
same to his Excellency. 

And he presented the said Address at the bar. 
And then the Messenger withdrew. 
The said Address was read, and is as follovveth, viz: 
Mr Lord: We, His Majesty's dutiful and loyal sub- 
jects, the Council and Burgesses of Virginia, beg leave 
to represent to your Excellency, that as you have been 
pleased, to Jeave the. Palace, we are very apprehensive" the 
publick Arms tJiejejn are too insecure and very much ex- 
posed, and therefore hope your Lordship will be please.d 
to order them to be removed, during yoBr Lordship's 
absence, to the publick magazine ; which is now, in our 
opinion, a secure depository. 

Resolved, That this House dotb agree, with the Coun- 
cil in the said Address to be presented to the Governour. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to his 
.Excellency by Mr. Cary, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Wood, Mr. 
Jones, and Mr. Zane, in conjunction with the Members 
Appointed by the Council. 

Monday, June 19, 15 Geo. Ill, 1775. 

The Order of the Day being read, 

Ordered, That the call of the House be adjourned till 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Bland presented to the. House copies of several 
Resolutions of the General Congress, which he delivered 
in at the .Clerk's, table; where the same were read, and 
are as folio wetb, viz : 

" Wednesday, May 17. — That all exportations to Que- 
beck, Nova-Scotia, the Island of St. John's, Neivfound- 
land, and Georgia, except the Parish of St. John's, and 
to East and West-Florida, immediately cease; and that no 
Provisions of any kind, or. other necessaries, be furnished 
to the British Fisheries _on the American coasts, until it 
be otherwise determined by the Congress." 

" Monday, May 29. — That no Provisions or necessaries 
of any kindle exported to the Island of Nantucket, except 
from the Colony of Massachusetts- Bay, the Convention 
of which Colony is desired to take measures for effectually 
providing the said Island, upon their application to purchase 
" the. same, with as. much Provision as shall be necessary for 
its internal use, and no more. The Congress deeming it of 
great importance to North America that the British Fish- 
ery should not be furnished with Provisions from this Con- 
tinent through Nantucket, earnestly recommend a vigilant 
execution of this Resolve to all Committees." 

,! Friday, June 2,— That no Bill of Exchange, Draught, 
or Order of any Officer in the Army or Navy, their Agents 
or Contractors, be received or negotiated, or any Money 
be supplied to . Them by any person In America; that no 
Provisions or necessaries pf any kind, be furnished or sup- 
plied to or for the use of the British Army or Navy in 
the Colony of Massachvsetts-Bay, and that no Vessel em- 
ployed in transporting British Troops to America, or frpm 
one part of North America to another, or warlike Stores 
or Provisions foil said Troops, be freighted or furnished 
with Provisions, or any necessaries, until further orders 
from this Congress. Tr - 

The said Resolutions heing read a second time, 
Resolved,, That this House doth approve of the same, 
- and recommend it to the several Committees within this 
Colony for carrying into execution the Continental Asso- 
ciation, to be vigilant in seeing the said Resolutions strictly 
complied with. 

' Mr. Treasurer reported, from the Committee appointed 
on Thursday last to draw up an Address to be presented 



to the Governour, that the Committee had drawn up an 
Address accordingly ; which they had directed him to re- 
port to the House; and he read the same in his place, and 
afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's. .table, where the 
same was read, and is as follovveth, viz: 

My Lord : The House of Burgesses received your 
Lordship's written Message of the tenth instant, in an- 
swer to the joint Address of His Majesty's Honourable 
Council and this House, with equal concern and amaze- 
ment. , We were totally unprepared for so severe and cruel 
a return to the respectful application made to your Lord- 
ship, solely dictated by our duty to His Majesty, and the 
most earnest desire of contributing every thing in our 
power towards promoting, as well your Lordship's own 
happiness, bs that of your lady and whole family; this 
step we hoped would have proved the happy means of 
restoring that tranquillity and harmony you were pleased 
to flatter us with your earnest wishes tP have established. 

Who were the peculiar objects of your tenderness, that 
you so kindly, in favour to them, declined a particular enu- 
meration, we know not ; but are sbfry that your Lordship 
had so little feeling for the honour and integrity of this 
House. You have now, my Lord, driven us to the disa- 
greeable necessity of inquiring minutely into the causes pf 
the late disturbances in this Country. It is not with the 
most distant inclination to give your Lordship the slightest 
umbrage that we engage in so irksome a task, but purely 
to do justice to our much injured Country, that we recur 
to different and some distant transactions. 

The charges of disloyalty and disaffection in our coun- 
trymen to our most gracious Sovereign and his Govern- 
ment, as insinuated in your Lordship's message, and some 
other publick acts, are as grievous as they are unmerited. . 
Words, we know, are too often but empty sounds. We 
appeal not to our professions, however sincere, but to facts 
of publick notoriety. The loyalty of this His Majesty's 
most ancient Colony, stands confessed, as recorded by 
many of your worthy predecessors. We will presume to 
carry your attention no further back than to the adminis- 
tration of a Governour immediately preceding your Lord- 
ship. Previous to his coming over to Virginia, there 
had arisen some unhappy disputes between Great Britain 
and the Colonies. His Majesty was graciously pleased to 
send over to us, from his immediate presence, the truly 
noble Lord Botetourt, who told us, that he had received 
it in command from His Majesty to do justice, and main- 
tain the rights of all his subjects. He cheerfully entered 
upon the duties of his exalted station, in which he acted 
as a true representative of his royal master, at once sup- 
porting the dignity of his Crown, dispensing the utmost 
justice, and diffusing benevolence throughout the Country. 
By his exemplary conduct in all respects, he accomplished 
what he deemed a glorious w T oik: he gave us tranquillity 
and happiness. Indeed, he was often heard to. declare, 
that the business of a Governour of ,J{irginia was much 
easier than he could have conceived, as he found that the 
Government almost executed itself. Matters were not at 
that time carried on and precipitated with so high a lirrnd 
on the other side of the water, as at present. This proba- 
bly was owing to his minutely examining every subject to 
the bottom himself — taking nothing upon trust; to his dis- 
countenancing tale-bearers and rnalicrous informers ; and, at 
last, making a faithful representation of things as he found 
them. In a short, too short a time, for the happiness of 
Virginia, it pleased God to remove him from us." 

When we received the account of your Lordship's ap- 
pointment, we indulged the pleasing hope that wc should 
again be made happy in a ruler ; and when you were 
pleased to honour us with your presence, we vied with 
each other in endeavouring to make your administration 
easy and agreeable. Upon the report that your lady and 
family were coming , over to you, every one, we believe, 
who. Beard it,; was eager in expectation of an event which 
was like to give addition to your happiness; we received 
her Ladyship and your children with every expression of 
heartfelt joy, and have considered our countrymen as ex- 
ceedingly happy in having such respectable pledge? amongst 
them. 

Changes, my Lord, seldom happen without some suffi- 
cient cause,. If, therefore, you have, or think you hav.e, 
discovered any alteration in the.sentiments.or behaviour of 
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those you preside over, it may be worth your while, as 
well as ours, to search out the reason of it. Respect, my 
.Lord, is not to be obtained by force from a free people, 
ff "genuine", it must be a perfect volunteer; and nothing is 
so likely to ensure it to one in your station as dignity of 
character, a candid and exemplary conduct. We decline, 
on this occasion, a discussion of the subject unhappily in 
dispute between Great Britain and the Colonies. We 
presume not to interfere with your authority in summon- 
ing or dissolving Assemblies, when, by advice of your 
Council, you think there is proper occasion. What we 
claim as an act of justice, is, that our conduct should be.fairly 
. and impartially'represented to our Sovereign. We do not 
mean 'to insinuate that your Lordship would, designedly, 
misrepresent facts;' but it is much to be feared that you 
. top easily give credit to some designing persons, who, to 
the great injury of this community, possess much too large 
, a share of your confidence. 

"Wejiciye seen, my Lord, the copy of a letter you were 
pleased to write tQ the Earl of Dartmouth, dated the 29th 
of May, 1774. The, design of the then Assembly was 
entirely misconceived, and the ill impressions your Lord- 
ship's letter may have made on the minds of Jlis Majesty 
and his Ministers, prove how dangerous it is, and how very 
unjust it may be, to attempt penetrating the thoughts of 
others, when they are not certainly known. Suspicions, 
we humbly' conceive, can never justify direct and positive 
accusations. Men, we know, differ in religious sentiments ; 
some may believe in the superintendence of a Providence, 
and that the care, especially of Nations, is an object of 
Divine goodness; whilst others may think, or affect to 
treat this, as well as other matters which our religion 
teaches, as things merely chimerical. We have likewise 
seen "an authentick copy of extracts, of another of your 
Lordship's letters to the same noble Earl, dated the 24th 
of December, 1774, The_more injurious the unfavour- 
able representations contained in this letter were likely to 
be to this Country, the more careful we should have hoped 
your Lordship would have been in examining the evidences 
of the facts stated. Your Lordship had been pleased to rep- 
resent, in the first letter, our House of Burgesses as fond 
of having it thought that a determined resolution to deny 
- and oppose the authority of Parliament, always originates 
with them. Whether this was intended to draw down the 
particular resentment" of Parliament on this Country, your 
Lordship can best determine. They have, indeed, pro- 
tested against the power of Parliament, when they thought 
it extended contrary to the principles of the Constitution ; 
but we do not know that they ever affected to take the 
lead of the other Colonies in this, or any other measure. 
The times of entering their protestations were merely acci- 
dental, as circumstances happened ; and it is notorious, 
that the subject of the present complaint had been under 
the consideration of some of the other Colonies before the, 
Virginians took it up. 

It would seem, from your Lordship's letter of the 24th 
of December, that the Association adopted by the General 
Congress was first recommended from Virginia ; whereas 
the truth is, that in Virginia nothing more was resolved 
against, at first 1 , than the importation and use of East-India 
commodities. The General Non-Export and Non-Import 
A "ree men t J came first recommended to us from several of 
the Northern Colonies ; this, we own, makes no difference 
nov?, as the several Colonies have united in the Associa- 
tion. It is only remarked, since this circumstance seems 
to have been thought material, as no strong testimony of a" 
kjnd disposition in your Lordship towards this Country. 
That Committees were chosen, in the several Counties, is 
admitted : the design of them was to observe the conduct 
of those who were inimical to the interest of the Country. 
" They were required to publish the names of all trans- 
gressors, that the Country might know their friends from 
their foes. This you were pleased to term " inviting the 
vengeance of a lawless mob to be exercised upon the 
unhappy victims." - 

You further represented these Committees as assuming 
an authority to inspect the books, invoices, and all the 
secrets of the trade and correspondence of merchants. 
This, my Lord, was high colouring of assumed facts; 
which we, who inhabit different parts of the Country, 
are strangers to. To close your narrative upon this head, 



you were pleased to inform your noble correspondent, that 
every " County in this Colony was arming a company of 
men, whom they call an Independent Company, for the 
avowed purpose of protecting their Committees, and to be 
employed against Government, if occasion required ; and 
that the Committee of one County had proceeded so far 
as to swear the men of their independent companyto exe- 
cute all orders which should be given them from their Com- 
mittee." These, my Lord, are things entirely without our 
knowledge; and upon the strictest inquiry, we are con- 
vinced they deserve no credit. There were a few compa- 
nies of gentlemen formed, who were desirous of perfecting 
themselves in military exercise; but we find not more than 
six or seven throughout the whole Colony, which consists 
of sixty-one Counties. This was done to distinguish them 
from the militia at large ; the first and most considerable 
of these, was instituted for the better protection of the in- 
habitants of Norfolk Borough, and afterwards received 
your Lordship's approbation so far that you expressed 
the warmest wishes that the example might be followed 
throughout the country, and gave commissions to their 
officers. That these companies were connected with the 
Committees, or that they were ever designed to act against, 
or in any sort to interfere with, what you are pleased to 
call Government, we do not know, or believe ; but, on the 
contrary, we are verily peTsuaded that they were always 
ready and willing to exert themselves to support the 
Laws and His Majesty's Government, to the utmost of 
their power. :-■-■.-_■■__■__ 

Your Lordship's assertion, that "the power of Govern- 
ment was entirely disregarded, if not wholly overturned, 
and that there was not a Justice of the Peace in Virginia 
who acted except as a Committee-man," we cannot but 
consider as highly unjust, and extremely injurious to us. 
We have the greatest reason to. believe, having it in full 
proof, that the Magistrates throughout the "Colony duly 
attended their respective Courts ; and though, for the rea- 
sons assigned in our former Address to your Lordship, 
they could not think themselves legally authorized to hear 
and determine civil suits, yet we are persuaded, that their 
former endeavours to preserve the peace and good order 
of Government were not interrupted, but exerted in the 
usual manner. The original cause of suspending the trials 
of civil disputes was, as your Lordship observes, the want 
of a Fee-Bill. This legal defect was much lamented, and 
not used, that we know of, as a popular argument, by any 
man of good sense ; nor did the inhabitants of this Country 
join in what you are pleased to call an opprobrious measure, 
to engage their " English creditors to join the clamours 
of this Country." Your Lordship's assertion, that "not 
a few did it to avoid paying their debts, in which many, 
of the principal people here are much involved," we can 
only answer for ourselves in the negative ; "and must con- 
sider so indiscriminate a charge as extremely injurious. 
We were so far from desiring To do injustice to creditors, 
that it gave us great pain to observe that such a step was 
thought necessary; and nothing but the hopes of being 
relieved from the arbitrary system of Colony Government 
attempted to be introduced, could have prevailed with us 
to submit to a stoppage of our exports. The merchants 
of London, in their 'written message, by" a respectable 
member of their, body, to the Committee .of the House 
of Commons, have done us ample justice in this respect, 
by representing, that they should have no uneasiness about 
remittances from America, unless Parliament pursued such 
means as were likely to prevehrthem.. 

The Congress, my Lord, we consider as instituted on 
principles of'publick necessity; we do not deny our having 
a proper respect for that body. ""We learn, from good 
authority, that their humble antl dutiful Petition to His 
Majesty was graciously received, though it is with concern 
we are told it has hitherto produced no good effect. But 
that the inhabitants of Virginia treated with "marks, of. 
reverence the laws of the Congress, which they never be- 
stowed on their legal Government, or the laws proceeding 
from it," is one of a great number of facts requiring proof; 
since we must take leave to say, with confidence, that His 
Majesty's subjects of Virginia have been second to none 
others, even to his dutiful and loyal subjects in any part of 
his wide, extended Dominions, in all Aae_ respect to his 
Government, Governours, and alHn authority under him. 
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We cannot but remind, your Lordship of the General 
Congress held in America, with the royal approbation, in 
the last war. The united interest, indeed, of Great Bri- 
tain and the Colonies, might have then demanded it. In 
imitatio n of so laudable an example, America resolved on 
a like measure, as equally, if not more necessary, at this 
critical juncture. Your Lordship's account. of the effects 
the Association is likely to produce, considering it as a 
matter of opinion, we are little concerned to interfere 
with : time only can discover the consequences of jt. 
But your heavy charge against those called people of for- 
tune, "that they supply themselves and negroes for two 
or three years, to the distress of the middling and poorer 
sort," must have proceeded from your giving too easy 
credit to ill-founded reports. Some, but very few, may 
have supplied themselves, as opportunity offered, for the 
present year ; this, we believe, is the most that has been 
done.. And vve are persuaded of a material mistake in 
another respect, it being the general opinion, founded on 
good grounds, that the middling and poorer sort will fare 
much better than those of fortune, who have large num- 
bers of slaves to provide for. Engaged on this topick, we 
cannot^ refrain from observing how strangely our views 
have, beet] misrepresented. By the Association we in- 
tend nothing that is illegal. We are only resolved to 
be content with our homespun manufactures, however 
mean in quality, unless things can be restored to their 
former channel ; the only security we desire for what we 
know our excellent Constitution entitles us to. What 
your Lordship is pleased to represent as the arbitrary pro- 
ceedings of the Committees, w r e trust will produce none 
of those very dreadful effects you have painted in such 
alarming colours. The whole Colony, very few excepted, 
is united; and from such union of sentiments, expectations 
must be exceedingly sanguine, indeed, in supposing that 
discord will arise. 

How the proceedings of the General Convention, in 
the month of March last, may have been represented, we 
know not ; but, from the foregoing specimens, it is to be 
presumed in no very favourable light. These meetings, 
my Lord, unless it can be supposed that a whole Country 
could entirely lose sight of its security and most essential 
interests, were rendered absolutely necessary; first, by the 
dissolution, and afterwards by repeated prorogations of the 
General Assembly. Upon inquiry into the state of the Co- 
lony, it was - found that there had been almost a total inat- 
tention to. the proper training and disciplining of our Militia. 
Various subsequent Acts of our Legislature, amendatory of 
the law of 1738, had expired; the Act providing against 
invasions, and insurrections was near expiring, and it was 
uncertain whether an opportunity would be given the Gene- 
ral Assembly to revive it. _ Taking a further view of our 
situation, it was found that our inhabitants were exposed 
to the incursions _of a barbarous and savage enemy. From 
the best accounts received from Great Britain, there was 
too much reason to be convinced that His Majesty's Minis- 
try were prosecuting the most rigorous and arbitrary mea- 
sures towards, subjugating the whole Continent of America 
to their despotick rule ; which measures, it was more than 
probable, had been suggested from hence, and the other 
Colonies; ."that a scheme, the most diabolical, had been 
meditated and generally recommended by a person of great 
influence, to offer freedom to oirr slaves, and turn them 
against their masters. The Convention, to guard against 
these dangers not clearly seen into before that'time, recom- 
mended a strict attention to the Militia Law of 1738 ; but, 
thinking this defective in many essential points, and con- 
sidering that, under this law, the whole Militia were not 
obliged to exercise. so frequently as might be necessary, it 
was recommended that volunteer companies should be 
formed in each County, for the belter defence and pro- 
tection of the whole Country. These proceedings, accord- 
ing to anusual style, it is more than probable, have been 
represented as designed to oppose Government: whereas, 
we are persuaded that nothing was farther from the inten- 
tions of the Convention. A review of their resolutions 
must convince every unprejudiced mind that the utmost 
respect was paid to His Majesty aud his legal Government, 
and that the Con vention had .much pleasure in expressing 
their obligations to your Lordship for your late services. 
The truth is, my Lord, that His Majesty's dutiful subjects 



in this Colony have the utmost attachment to their Sovefv 
eign; they admire, they love the Constitution, and will 
risk every thing most dear and valuable in support of it.. 
These are principles imbibed in their infancy, and their 
constant care is to inculcate them upon the minds of their 
children; they meditate or design nothing in the least- 
offensive ; but, if it is expected that they should sit down 
supinely, and submit to yokes which neither they nor their 
forefathers were able to bear, they must acknowledge that 
they have the sensibility and feelings of freemen actuating 
them to a proper and justifiable defence of those rights 
which are guarantied by the laws and principles of the 
Constitution. ' 

We have, my Lord, made the strictest and minutest in- 
quiry into the causes of the late disturbances. We find, 
from the examination of many respectable merchants, 
natives of Great Britain residing in different parts of 
this Colony, and from other gentlemen of character, that 
the Country was in a perfect state of tranquillity till they 
received an account of your Lordship's removal of the, 
gunpowder from .the publick magazine to one or. His Ma- 
jesty's ships-of-war, and of your irritating and most unjusti- 
fiable threats. . ,. , . 

The inhabitants of this Country, my Lord, could not be 
strangers to the many attempts in the Northern Colonies 
to disarm the people, and thereby deprive them of the only 
means of defending their lives and property. We know, 
from good authority, that the like measures were gene- 
rally recommended by the Ministry, and that the export of 
powder from Great Britain had been prohibited. Judge, 
then, how very alarming the removal of the small stock 
which remained in the publick magazine for the defence of 
the Country, and the. stripping the guns of their locks, 
must have been to any people who had the smallest re- 
gard for their security; the manner and time of doing it, 
made no. small addition to the general apprehension of your 
Lordship's views. The reason assigned by your Lordship 
for taking this step, we should have thought the most like- 
ly, at any other time, to have directed a very different con- 
duct. We should have supposed. that a well-grounded ap- 
prehension of an insurrection of the slaves ought to have 
called forth the utmost exertions to suppress it. The world 
will probably judge your Lordship's fnethod of doing this 
the least likely to effect the necessary purpose. Your 
Lordship having represented this powder as the King's 
peculiar property, supposing it to have been brought from 
one of his ships, we have made inquiry into that matter, 
and cannot find that there ever was any powder brought 
either from the Rippon or any other man-of-war ; so tfiat 
we presume your Lordship must have been misinformed 
as to this fact since the powder was removed, as it was 
not relied on in your answer to the Address of the Corpo- 
ration of the City of Willi amsburgh; be this, however, as it 
may, we conceive the case would not be materially altered. 
We must remind your Lordship, that by a very ancient law 
of this Country, enacted so long since as the thirty-second 
year of the reign of His Majesty King Charles the Se- 
cond, for raising a publick revenue, and for the better 
support of this Government, amongst other provisions, an 
impost of one-half pound of gunpowder and three pounds 
of leaden shot, or/one shilling and three pence sterling, 
Was imposed on all ships or vessels coming into this Col- 
ony. In the ninth yearof the reign of Queen Anne, the 
impost of one shilling and three pence on the tonnage of 
vessels was continued, for port duties. It is evident, my 
Lord, that the original and chief design of this particular 
impost was to provide, from time to time, a proper stock 
of munition for the defence of the Country. We have 
examined the produce of this fund for thirteen years past, 
and find that it yielded in that time tw-enty-eight thousand 
five .hundred and three pounds, three shillings and nine 
pence sterling ; which, on an average, amounted to two 
thousand one hundred ninety-two pounds eleven sbiHincs 
sterling per annum ; and it is observable, that for the four 
last years it yielded considerably more than three thousand 
pounds in each year. It may from hence be fairly submitted, 
whether jt was not incumbent on the Executive part of 
Government to have provided, in the first place, fronrso 
large and ample a fund, a proper stock of arms and ammu- 
nition, which was so essentially necessary for the security 
of the Country.. If, my Lord, instead of applying-a rea- 
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sonabe part of this money to such necessary purposes, from the great pains taken by the Magistrates, and other 

, the_whol^has ...beeji applied to other occasions of Govern- inhabitants of the City of WilUanisburgh, there could have 

nient, and powder and arms had been procured through been no real ground for fear at the time of her ladyship's 

gome^ other djanae , we should presume that these, when removal, unless it was produced from your Lordship's 

Stored in, (he publick magazine, built at the expense of the threats, which might have kept the minds of some of the 

Country, and appropriated to the safe keeping of all mili- citizens in suspense. A few ladies, it appears left the 

tary stores ought there to have remained till the exigen- City; but it was not through apprehensions of any other 

C -w £%^°W demanded them danger than what your Lordship held over them. The 

-WWe ..find, my Lord, that the inhabitants of the City of inhabitants certainly could have entertained no suspicions 

miliamsburgfi, in the midst of which the magazine is situ- of injury from their friends in the country, who had kindly 



jted, upon discovering that the powder was removed, the 
time and manne.r of its. being done — iq the dead of the 
night, under an escort of armed marines, commanded by 
Captain Henri/ Collins, of the Magdalen— were exceeding- 
ly alarmed ; that many of them were so exasperated that 
tliey had recourse to arms, intending, as we understand, to 
compel Captain Collins to resjore the powder; but we 
-c.a1in.bt discover that the least insult was intended to your 
Lordship. We find that the Corporation of Witliamsburgh 



. . ntry, who had kindly 

offered to come to their assistance ; so that it was in the 
power of your Lordship alone to have removed her lady- 
ship's uneasiness. 

It gives us the greatest pain, my Lord, to find, in your 
Excellency's Message, so determined a resolution to pursue, 
a course the most likely to revive, the uneasiness of the 
people, and prevent that restoration of harmony so ardent- 
ly wished for by all good men. 

You are pleased to submit to our " judgment, whether 



presented a decent and very respectful address to your you could reasonaU/Tiave expected any good effect from 



Excellency, desiring that you would be pleased to o'rder 
the powder to be returned ; and, on receipt of your verbal 
answer, amongst, other things avowing that it had been 
-removed by your orders, under which Captain Collins 
had acted, and promising it should be returned in case of 
an insurrection, the people assembled were soon appeased, 
returned quietly to their, respective homes, and perfect 
tranquillity was restored in the City. That in the succeed- 
ing- night, on a report that, a number of armed men had 
.landed at a ferry about four miles from this City, the inha- 
bitants .were again much alarmed ; but, upon the interposi- 



commujiicating the ground of your uneasiness to us." We 
give it as our opinion, that your Lordship had the greatest 
reason, if you had viewed our conduct in its proper light, 
to have expected the best effects from such communica- 
tion. As we met your Lordship in General Assembly with 
the sincerest disposition to do everything in our pc-Aver to 
provide for the tranquillity oT the Country, the reasons 
assigned for your contrary apprehensions, we are persuaded, 
must have been suggested to your Lordship by some de- 
signing, malevolent informer. We can hardly suppose your 
Lordship could have had any well-grounded fear of per- 



t,on of some gent emen, they were quieted, and nothing sonal danger, when it is notorious that you appeared pub- 
farther, wa^done.han strengthening the usual patrol for the lickly as usual ; and it is in proof, that in the same nVht 
security of the City. We farther find, that on the next day, which you left the Palace, you walked alone to the Attor- 
when every thing was perfectly quiet, your Lordship sent ney General's, at the distance of upwards of a quarter of 
a message into the City by one o! the Magistrates, which a mile, and returned, unmolested; and we cannot discover 
.you delivered with the most solemn asseverations, that if that even the slightest insult was offered. If you iu'd»e of 
any insult was offered to Captain Foy or Captain Collins," »'- A '~- — : - : ? **- TT <- " - J .»-.??..' 



you would declare freedom to the slaves, and lay the Town 
in ashes; and that you could easily depopulate the whole 
Country. What could have provoked your Lordship to 
this we cannot discover, as both Captain Foy and Captain 
Collins, and several other officers, had been frequently 
seen walking publickly in the streets, and no one offered 



the disposition of the House of Burgesses, as to"p.ublick 
matters, from their declining to accept an invitation to dine 
with your Lordship, (the instance of respect and civility 
alluded to, and which you say ybu ha'd been forward in 
offering to them,) you have, entirely mistaken their mo- 
tives. A piece of civility of this sort had formerly its due 
weight with us; but we had^ little reason to suppose that 

our 



either of them the least injury ; nor can we discover any such a ceremony would, at this time, be attended, on yc 

reason to believe that any thing of the sort was intended. Lordship's part, with that cordiality which we thought 

lbe inhabitants, rny Lord, could not but be exceedingly had observed on former occasions. - How could your^Lo 



alarmed at so cruel a threat ; many people considered if as 
part of that general plan they had heard was recommend- 
ed, in England, and which was discovered by your Lord- 
ship through accident; they, however, did nothing more, 
that we can learn, than continue their former patrols. 

A report of these several matters having soon circulated 
throughout almost the whole Country, with this addition, 
that the most valuable guns in the magazine had been 
stripped of their locks, and that the inhabitants of IVil- 
liamsburgk were in the most imminent danger, the minds 
of the people, in general were much agitated ; they assem- 
bled in different quarters, and a number of expresses were 
sent to inquire and obtain a true state of things. It ap- 
pears that during this ge'neraj uneasiness, an account was 
received, from. the northward of the engagement at. Con- 
cord. The. General, it seems, had sent an armed force to 
seize a Provincial magazine; this, your Lordship may sup- 
pose, increased the apprehensions of our people, as it held 
out to them, an additional proof that the steps you had 
taken forrfreTj a part of that general system adopted to ren- 
der the Colonies defenceless. If, upon such alarms, when 
the minds of the people were fretted to an extreme degree, 
some irregularities were committed, the causes may be found 
in .those extraordinary attempts to stretch the powers of 
Government so much beyond their ancient and constitu- 
tional limits. 

It gave the greatest concern, my Lord, to all acquainted 
with your. most amiable lady and her distinguished charac- 
ter, to hear she had removed with her children to one of 
the King's Ships. We- have inquired into the cause of 
thi§-; and though we do not pretend to prescribe to her 
ladyship, yet we are persuaded, that had she known, the 
sentiments r Qf all the people in this Colony, every, uneasi- 
ness. wou[d have been removed. We find,, my Lord, that 



we 
your lord- 
ship think of admitting to your table a set of" men who, 
together with the whole body of their constituents, you 
had endeavoured to paint in such despicable and odious 
colours? That the House of Burgesses ever countenanced 
the violent and disorderly proceedings of the people, we 
must, in justice to ourselves, take leave _to deny. As to 
the magazine's being ^0^,' which you are pleased to in- 
sinuate was done with the approbation of this House, we 
must say, that in this also the greatest injustice is done to 
us. _ The House was sitting, closely engaged in publick 
business, when this affair happened. Some of our mem- 
bers, as we believe the truth is, upon hearing what was 
going forward at the magazine, went up in hopes of pre- 
venting it. We are informed that "/a great concourse of 
people, from different parts of the "country, wereassem- 
bled, and that many of the arms had been taken out of the 
magazine. Several of the members, as private gentlemen, 
remonstrated with all the people they met with against 
such proceedings, and prevailed with them to returrAvhat 
they had taken. When your Lordship was pleased to ac- " 
cuse the House of Burgesses of usurping the "Executive 
power," from what happened on this occasion, we presume 
it would have been well to have considered with what pro- 
priety they could have interfered.. Had. "they made an 
order for apprehending the persons concerned, who were 
unknown, it would have been fruitless, and, moreover, a 
plairj departure from the line, of their authority. Such a 
step your Lordship might, indeed, have justly censured as an 
usurpation of the Executive power. Or, would your Lord- 
ship have recommended to the individual members to have 
acted as bailiffs, in seizing all offenders they mcf with? 
We never have, nor will we ever give countenance to such 
unjustifiable proceedings as happene-d that day. 

Your acquaintance, my Lord, with mankind, must sug- 
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gest'to you the difficulty there is in restraining an incensed 
multitude. Many people, the irritation of whose minds 
had but lately subsided, we understand, had been again 
greatly alarmed at a late unfortunate accident which hap- 
pened to some inconsiderate young men, in their unlawful 
attempt to furnish themselves with arms out of the mao-a- 



vre: the City was quiet, and we believe no man in it sus- 
pected that your Lordship could have the least apprehen- 
sion that your person was in danger; nor had we the 
smallest suspicion of your fears, till the receipt of your 
former" message, acquainting us of your removal. The 
citizens, however, as well as others, were astonished, and 

injj what was intended. Your 



zine; an attempt, my Lord, which we condemn as highly somewhat alarmed, not know,..- ..,.„. „„ , 1 ,^„ utu iulu 
as your Lordship can. But whether some- little apology Lordship may remember, that His Majesty's Council, from 
™ S; L"°l:^ u D I! e f' e ' jto universal anxiety which their address "to your Excellency, were not without their 

a pp re j ]ens j ons# A number of the inhabitants, and we sup' 



all mankind have to prepare for the defence of their lives 
and property, we will not determine. The point is deli- 
cate, and we leave the world to judge of it. But the 
means contrived, in pursuance of your Lordship's orders, 
by which an unfortunate culprit might probably have been 
hurried Into, eternity, without a moment's time for reflection, 
we conceive can do no great honour to humanity, which, 
we should have. supposed, would have dictated the neces- 
sity of at least giving publick notice that spring-guns were 
prepared and fixed, which, it is imagined, would have an- 
swered every purpose of security to the magazine. 

Your Lordship's reflections on our Committee, and, 
through them, upon this whole House, we think might have 
been spared, after what passed early jn the session. Had 
the Committee misbehaved, we should not have been back- 
ward in taking proper notice of it. "When we received 
your' Lordship's very temperate message respecting their 
conduct, we addressed your Excellency, in hopes, by hav- 
ing matters, properly explained, of removing all umbrage 
you might have taken. Your Lordship's reply to this mes- 
sage induced us to believe that you were satisfied ; but it 
■seems" we:;mus1 again enter on the same subject, or remain 
exposed. to the weight of your Lordship's censure. 

Reflecting on what had happened, the House judged it 
an _ indispensable jiuty they owed their constituents, to in- 
quire into the state of the publick magazine ; and, before 
they knew of the late disturbances, -appointed a Committee 
for that purpose.' The Committee, previous to their taking 
any other step, waited upon your Excellency, and in the 
most respectful manner desired that you would be pleased 
to* direct the keeper of the magazine, to give them access 
thereto. The Tcey was delivered to them by your Lord- 
ship's orders; they at the same time informed your Ex- 
cellency of the confusion that had happened ; and that they 
had, to-prevent the like depredations, requested some gen- 
tlemen of the Town to guard the magazine, till proper 
measures could be taken for its further security, which your 
Lordship did not make the least objection to. There had 

been, by your Excellency's permission, a considerable _ _ ; ..„„,.. „„, u 

quantity of crrpper nroriey- belonging to the country, lodged judged 'it necessary."" Your Lord^hf 
in the magazine;* This whs an additional reason for the 
Committee's taking a precaution which your Lordship is 
' pleased to call " ordering and appointing guards, without 
consulting you, to mount in the City of Williams burgh," 
and a design to usurp the " Executive power." The Com- 
mittee did not pretend to any authority to mount guard ; 
and had your Lordship disliked what they thought a pru- 
dent step in the then confused state of things, it would 
have been kind in your Lordship to have intimated as 
much. Upon the Committee's inquiry, they found, indeed, 
that there was little worth guarding in the magazine, the 
powder having been all removed, except aboiit five halT 
barrels, buried, by your Excellency's order, in the yard, 
for what purpose- we cannot conceive, and all the valuable 
muskets having been spoiled of their locks. 

Your Lordship speaks of a body of men assembled in 
the City of Willipmsburgh, not only to the " knowledge, 
but with the approbation of every body, for the avowed 
purpose of attacking a party of the King's forces, which it 
was reported, though without .foundation, -was marching to 
your Lordship's protection." We know of no men,°my 
Lord, assembled for the purpose you mention, though you 
are pleased to say it was done with the " knowledge and 
approbation of every body," in which number we suppose 
the House of Burgesses were particularly designed to be 
included. Upon the best information, the truth appears 

to be this: Anjiccount was brought into the City in the can" 7toryT 'and' to render 'Ibem deaf and blind to their true 
rooming, hat Captain Colhm, of the Magdalen, had slip- interest and political salvation. So far as our example can 
ped Useable,- and was come; up the river with a number of influence the people of this Country in preserving their 
boats,, in which there were > said to be a hundred, armed loyalty to His Majesty, a proper respect to Government 
men at least, inTended to be "marched into the City. It and the good order of society, yow Lordship may be at 
could not be conceived what was. proposed by this marfoea- sured that it shall be made as diffusive as possible 



pose some others, but how many we know not, assembled 
under arms, that they might be prepared to defend the City 
and its inhabitants, in case any thing hostile should be at- 
tempted. This, we are convinced, was their only view. 
Upon their being made acquainted with your Lordship's 
answer to the Council, we understood that they all imme- 
diately retired peaceably and quietly, without any disturb- 
ance. The. City was again at rest, and continued composed 
till, they heard of your Lordship's removal, with ycuf fami- 
ly, in the dead of night, as if you could have supposed that 
any one would have attempted to offer you any obstruc- 
tion, or to interfere with, your inclination. ' This "extraordi- 
nary step, which none could account for, occasioned "rent 
consternation in the City, and we believe would surprise 
the whole world, wore they acquainted' with' it. 

We have already, my Lord, in a former address, of 
which, according to custom, a copy- was left with you, and 
"which you directed to have prese'iited on a certain day, 
long since passed, without your giving us air opportunity . 
of doing it, assigned ihereasons why we could not inter- ' 
pose our legislative authority respecting the Courts of .Jus- 
tice. ' -'■.-■-'' _.-._''...."- 

The occasion and design of forming Independent Com- 
panies at first, and the rise of Volunteer Companies after- 
wards, we have already explained, and cannot see the 
necessity of abolishing them. They are'not designed to 
interfere with your Lordship's full exercise of the' legal and 
constitutional -powers of your Government, which weVouJd 
wish to have supported on all occasions,- and ["are "of opin- 
ion, that the laws in forco are competent to that end. But 
if it is expected that the Country should again be thrown 
into a defenceless, state, self-preservation, the first law of 
nature, forbids it. If your Lordship were really appre- 
hensive that your person was in danger, the tender of .the 
Council and this House, of their, most effectual assistance 
to remoye-every appearance of risk, we were hopeful would 
have quieted all your fears. A proper guard, at the pub- 
lick expense, would have been at your service, had' yon 
judged it necessary. Your Lordship's declining to pro- 
pose such a measure as we, consistent, with our own 
security, could accept, and demanding what you must have 
known was not in our power to comply with, affords- no 
strong evidence of your inclination p restore tranquillity to 
this Country. Those who have taken any of His Majes- 
ty's publick store of arms, are open to the law, which has 
its full operation as heretofore ; and we wish not to inter- 
rupt its course. - But surely your Lordship cannot expect 
us, by any new act, which would be ex post facto in the 
most odious sense of the words, to inflict other pains and ' 
penalties for offences already committed. . This, we con- 
ceive, would be the greatest infringement of a'fundamental 
principle of our excellent Constitution. Such a practice 
may, indeed, have obtained under another meridian, but it 
is not, my Lord, of American grow'th. Whether that. spirit 
of persecution, which your Lordship has been pleased to 
describe, prevails in this Country, w:e appeal to the evi- 
dence which appears on onr Journals. Were those, and 
those only, to be considered as persecuted men, who, from 
principles and duty, are attached 'to_ their King and his Gov- 
ernrrfent, we ourselves, my Lord, should fall under this 
predicament, and perhaps may, with justice, think human- 
ity disgraced by such proceedings. That some few people 
may have been deluded, we shall not question. The 
utmost pains, we know, have been taken, in different Colo- 
nies, to alarm them with the " disfigured side of the Ameri- 
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We Have, my Lord, the sincerest and most active desire 
to seize every opportunity of establishing the freedom of 
our Country upon a fixed " known foundation," and of 
Uniting ourselves with our fellow-subjects of Great Britain 
in one common bond of interest and affection ; but we have 
no " doubts" of what such freedom consists in ; it is writ- 
ten as with a sun-beam on our hearts. We are equally 
sensible of those essentials which alone can admit us to the 
participation of a just proportion of the common interest"; 
but for the variety of cogent reasons assigned in our ad- 
dress in answer to your Lordship's speech, we cannot view 
the proposal of the House of Commons in the same light 
your Lordship seems to do. 

• The important business of the Assembly, my Lord, has 
been not a little interrupted by your Excellency's removal 
from the proper seat of your Government. As to your 
Lordship's offer, that we might adjourn to the Town of 
York, we think this would be extremely improper, on seve- 
ral accounts: The Town of York could not afford tole- 
rable accommodation for so numerous an assembly ; and, 
what is of more consequence, we humbly conceive, that 
this, and this place alone is established by law for hold- 
ing our General Assemblies. If there are any hopes left 
of your Excellency's compliance, we must reiterate our 
request, that you will be pleased to return, with your fami- 
ly, to the Palace", for the reasons assigned in our former 
address. We feel most sensibly the disagreeable situation 
your excellent lady must be in. But if, after all, your 
Lordship is determined to persist in your resolution of 
absence, we must endeavour to rest satisfied, conscious that, 
whilst we have been solicitous to do justice to "out constitu- 
ents and ourselves, we have not been wanting in the respect 
which is due to the representative of our most gracious 
Sovereign. 

We cannot, my Lord, but consider the Representatives 
of the body of the people, when convened in Assembly, 
as part of that great and general council which bur Con- 
stitution hath fixed for advising our Governours in all mat- 
ters respecting the publick weal. His Majesty's honourable 
Council, are especially appointed for this purpose. They 
are well, jjjquain ted with our Constitution-; their duty to 
. His Majesty will urge them to support the prerogative of 
the Crown, at the same time that their justice should lead 
them to maintain the rights of the People. We, therefore, 
(sincerely regarding your Lordship's tranquillity and hap- 
pifieSs; as well as the important interests of this whole com- 
munity,) think ourselves loudly called upon to give it as 
our best advice, that your Lordship will be pleased to ad- 
vise with your proper and constitutional Council, in all 
matters, of importance, and not suffer yourself to be influ- 
enced by designing men ; but that you will banish all such 
from your presence, as the greatest enemies to your own 
fepbse,'ahd the real happiness of this extensive Country. 

-.. The said Address being read a second time, 

Resolved nemine_contrqdiccnte, That the House doth 
agree "with the Committee in the said Address to be pre- 
sented to the Governour. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to his 
Excellency by Mr. Cary," Mr. Braxton, Mr. Wood, Mr. 
Jones, Mr. Zone, Mr. Page, and Mr. Berkeley. 

Mr. Treasurer reported from the Committee, to whom 
the Bill for appointing Commissioners to ratify and confirm 
the jate Treaty of Peace with the Ohio Indians was com- 
rhitted, that the Committee had gone through the Bill, and 
made several amendments thereto, which they had directed 
him to report to the House ; and he read the Report in his 
place, and afterwards delivered the Bill with the amend- 
ments iti.aT the Clerk's table, where the amendments were 
once read throughout, and then a second time, one by one, 
and upon the question severally put thereupon, were, with 
an amendment to one.of them, agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the Bill, with the amendments, be en- 
grossed. . 

Mr. Braxton reported, from the Committee to whom the 
Bill for appointing an Agent was committed, that the Com- 
mittee had gone through the Bill, and made an amendment 
thereunto, which they had directed him to report to the 
House; and he read the Report in his place, and after- 
awards, delivered the Bill, with the amendment, in at the 
Clerk's table. . ; 



Orderecl, That the said Report be taken into considera- 
tion to-morrow. 

Tuesday, June 20, 15 Geo. IJI, 1775. 

The Order of the Day being read, for taking into consi- 
deration the Report which was made from the Committee 
to whom the Bill for appointing an Agent was committed, 

Ordered, That the said Report be taken into considera- 
tion to-morrow. 

The other Order of the Day being read, 
Ordered, That the call of the House be further ad- 
journed till to-morrow. 

A Message from the Council by Mr. Blair: 

Mr. Speaker: I am commanded by the Council to 
deliver to this House a. Paper, which they have received 
from the Governour, as his Excellency's answer to the last 
joint Address of the Council and of this House. And he 
presented the said Paper at the bar. 

And then the Messenger withdrew. 

The said Paper was read, and is as followeth, viz : 

Experience having shewn the insecurity of the publick 
Magazine, and the Palace having hitherto been respected, 
I think it improper to give any 'other orders than that the 
arms belonging to the King, which have for so many years 
been lodged, may still remain there, and that they may on 
no account be touched without my express permission. - 

Mr. Cary reported that the joint Address of the Coun- 
cil and this House of Saturday last, and the two Addresses 
of this House of the same day, and likewise the Address 
of yesterday to the Governour, had been severally present- 
ed to his Excellency, who directed 'him to acquaint the 
House that he had sent his answer to the first to the 
Council, and delivered to him two Papers in answer tOf the 
second and third Addresses; which Papers he deliverer! in 
at the Clerk's table, and which were read, and are in the 
words following, to wit : 

This Address, acknowledging the highest sense of the ser- 
vices I rendered to this Country on the hte_T?idign expe- 
dition, though late,* will still, I hdpe, do credit to the justice 
of the House of Burgesses. ; 

As the care, custody, and disposal of publick stores of 
ammunition, belong alone to the King's representative, I 
cannot consent to return the powder, lately removed from 
the magazine, to Williamsburgh, which experience has de- 
monstrated to me is an improper place for theresidence of 
the Governour; therefore as I could not attend to its pre- 
servation, I could not consequently depend upon its being 
in security there. The powder in question, besides, you 
have already been acquainted, belonged to one of His Ma- 
jesty's ships ; I am therefore in a particular mariner account- 
able for it; but, as I have before declared, 1 shallbe ready 
to apply it, if I find it wanted, for the protection of the 
Colony. 

The duty upon the tonnage of all vessels trading to this 
Colony lias been applied, as I conceive the Act which im- 
poses that duly authorizes, towards the regular and neces- 
sary charges of Government ; which, without this fund, 
could not have been supported, and therefore requires it all. 
This Colony has hitherto been preserved from invasion and 
insurrection by the care and attention of Government ; and 
you have a very late instance of its exertion, through the 
means of which the Country has been rescued from the de- 
struction it was threatened with, which, as it proves the 
contrary of an inattention to any matters essential to the pre- 
servation of this Colony, so it exposes the injustice of your 
present attempt, if it does not induce you to forbear others, 
of bringing your legal and constltuJionaLGovemment, at this 
unhappy conjuncture, into discredit among the people. 

As to yoiiT request that I order a certain quantity of arms, 
powder, and other military stores, to be provided : when you 
have complied with the requisition suBmitted to your con- 
sideration, in consequence of the joint address of the Coun- 

* One cannot help remarking the injustice of this insinuation", for the 
Journal of the House of Burge"sses proves the Resolution for. the Ad- 
dress (to which the foregoinfwas iutended__as an answer) passed the 
House upfrn receipt of ins Lordship's Message respecting the Powder, 
the day before he left the City ; and the Gazette, publisliedjjie day ha 
went away, must have informed his Lordship of this generous disposi. 
tion.of the House. . So, if the Address "wajjieally late, as his Lordship 
conceives, the reason must he found "in TusTTqrdship's going from" tha 
Seat of Government on board arfarnwofvessel.— - Vir. C/az, 
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cil and House of Burgesses, offering to concur in any mea- 
sure proper for my security, which requisition has been 
taken no notice of; and when the legal executive power 
of Government is restored, and I may with certainty rely 
that arms, powder, and other military stores, will be em- 
ployed no otherwise than as I shall direct, who, as His Ma- 
jesty's representative, have the sole authority in the case, 
then I shall be happy, with the means you furnish me, to 
provide every thing ; and I promise you no attention shall 
be neglected which may be requisite for securing the in- 
habitants of Virginia from invasion and insurrection. 

Ordered, That the said Papers in answer to the said 
Addresses, be taken into consideration to-morrow. 

Mr. Cory also reported, that his Excellency directed him 
to acquaint the House, that he would send an answer to 
the last ^.ddress if he should find that it required one. 

Ordered, That the thanks of this. House be given to 
Captain James Innis, of the Volunteer Company of Wil- 
liamsburgh, and the persons employed by him to guard 
the publick Magazine in this City, for the alacrity, fidelity, 
and activity with which they undertook and performed that 
service, and that Mr. Braxton do acquaint him therewith. 

Wednesday, June 21, 15 Geo. lit, 1775. 

The House, according to order, proceeded to take into 
consideration the Papers sent by the Governour in answer 
to. the Address of the Council and this House, and to the 
Addresses of this House. 

And the said Papers were read. 

Resolved, That a free conference be desired with the 
Council upon' Several important ^matters respecting the 
state of this Colony, and the subject-matter of his Excel- 
lency the Govemour's Message in answer to the joint Ad- 
dress of the Council and this House. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bland do go to the Council, and 
desire the said free conference. 

A Message from the Council by Mr. Blair ; 

Mr. Speaker : The Council do agree to the free con- 
ference desired by this House, and have appointed three of 
their Members, who are now ready in the Conference Cham- 
ber, to meet the Managers for this House. 

And then the Messenger withdrew. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to manage 
the said conference. 

And a, Comrmtte.ee was appointed of Mr. Bland, Mr. 
Treasurer, Mr. Cary, Mr. Digges, Mr. Jones, and Mr. 
-JVelsdn. ,..-.,_, 

Ordered, That the said Managers for this House do lay 
before the Managers for the Council the several Deposi- 
tions, taken by order of this House upon the inquiry into 
the causes of the late disturbances, and that they commu- 
nicate to" them the Address of this House, requesting his 
Lordship to return the Powder removed from the pubfick 
Magazine, by his order, and that he would be" pleased to 
provide a proper quantity of Arms and Ammunition for the 
necessary 1 security and defence of this. Country, together 
with his Lordship's Answer thereto. To propose to the 
Council to join this House in a proper Address to his Excel- 
lency, in reply to his Message in answer to their former joint 
Address, and also on the subject of the several Papers to 
be communicated to them;. To represent to his Excellen- 
cy how much the important business of the session hath 
been impeded by his removalfrom the Palace, by which 
the necessary and free access to his Lordship, which we 
conceive the Constitution entitles us to, hath been cut off in 
a great measure; that there are several bills of the last im- 
portance, to this Country now ready to be presented to his 
Excellency for his assent, and that though both Houses, in 
hopes of preserving that harmony which they wish ever to 
subsist between the different branches of the Legislature, 
have hitherto submitted to the great inconvenience of tra- 
. veiling "twelve miles, and going onboard one of His Majes- 
ty's ships, to i deliver their several Addresses, yet they think 
it would be highTy improper, and a step not warranted by 
any principle of the Constitution, to present their bills in 
the srame^Snner.^That they therefore desire his Lordship 
will be "pleased to meetthein in the Capitol, or, if he is de- 
termined, not to do this, that he would be pleased at least 
to coTtie on "shore, arid they will wait apon his Excellency 
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in YorJctown, upon having his pleasure signified to them. 
That as the advanced season of the year requires our speedy 
return to our several Counties, we hope his Lordship will 
be pleased to give us his ultimate answer, as soon as prac- 
ticable. ." . . 

Then the names of the Managers were called over; and 
they went to the conference. 

And being returned, 

Mr. Bland reported, that the Managers had been at the 
conference with the Council, and bad laid before them the 
several depositions taken by order of this House upon the 
inquiry into the causes of the late disturbances, and com- 
municated to them the Address of this House requesting 
his Lordship to refurn the Powder. removed from the pub- 
lick Magazine by his order, and that he would be pleased 
to provide a proper quantity of Arms and Ammunition for 
the necessary security and defence of this Country, together 
with his Lordship's answer thereto ; and proposed to the 
Council to join this House in a proper Address to his Ex- 
cellency, in reply to his Message in answer to their former 
joint Address, and also on the subject of the several Papers" 
communicated to them. And that the Council agreed to 
join this House in the said Address, and that the managers 
for this House had drawn up a joint Address accordingly, 
which was carried to the Councilfor their concurrence. 

A Message from the Council by Mr. Blair : 

Mb,. Speaker: The Council, have agreed to the joint 
Address to be presented to the Go^erppuvprepared by the 
Committee of the Council and of this House. And he 
presented the said Address at the bar.,. .... .,„ . 

And then the Messenger withdrew. 

The said Address was read, and is as followeth, viz : 

To His Excellency the Right Honourable Earl of Dun- 
more, His Majesty's Lieutenant-Govemoiir, General, 
and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony and Dominion 
of Virginia, and Vice-Admiral of the same: 

The joint Address of the Council and House of Bur- 
gesses : 

My Lord : We, His Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, 
the Council and House of Burgesses b( Virginia, have 
received your Lordship's answer to our joint Address, by 
which we represented to your Excellency how very inse- 
cure we thought the publick arms in the Palace since your 
Lordship's removal from thence, and requested that your 
Lordship would be pleased to order them to be stored in 
the publick Magazine, judging this a repository of much 
greater security. 

You are pleased to tell us that experience hath shewn 
the insecurity of the Magazine, and that as the Palace hath 
hitherto been respected, you thought it .improper to give 
any other orders ; that the arms belonging to the Kfhg, 
which have for so many years been lodged, may still "je- 
main in the Palace, and that they may On LW'accT5urvf be 
touched without your express" permission .:_ Though "tnese 
arms, my Lord, may be considered in'somfe'sprT'a's belong- 
ing to His Majesty, as the supreme head of tins Govern- 
ment, and that they are properly under your Lordship's 
direction, yet we humbly conceive that they were origi- 
nally provided, and have been preserved for the use pf the 
Country in case of emergency. - . " . - ~ 

We would not wish to interfere with your Lordship's, 
authority, (of this disposition we presume <3ur former ad- 
dress afforded the strongest testimony,) but the reflection 
that these arms are so much exposed that^ they may easily 
be made the most improper and destructive "use of, is tg us 
extremely alarming. 

The Palace, my Lord, hath indeed teenjbiibertp much 
respected, but not so much out of regard to the building, 
as the residence of His Majesty's representative. Had 
your Lordship thought fit to remain there, we should have 
had no apprehension of danger; but, considering these 
arms at present exposed to yotir servants, and every rude 
invader, the security formerly derived from your Lord- 
ship's presence cannot now be relied on, ._..,. ,..".. 

In your Lordship's answer to an_ address of the House 
of Burgesses, you are pleased to. say, that , experience has 
demonstrated to you that the City"6f PPitHamsburgh is an 
improper place for the residence of pur Governour ; and 
give it as a reason for not returning the powder, according 
to your own voluntary promise made to the House, that 
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voffcoufd not' attend to its preservation, nor depend on its 
security if returned to the Magazine. We should suppose, 
my Lord, that your Excellency's attention to the arms 
would be equally necessary for their security, as you Jtnow 
the Palace stands on tbetjdge of the City, and we should, 
for this reason, imagine it more likely to be rifled than the 
Magazine in the midst of it; besides, should it be thought 
necessary," a proper guard might be kept at the Magazine, 
which' we did not think so decent tp propose for your Lord- 
ship's Palace. Our apprehensions, my Lord, have been 
not a little increased by considering the several depositions 
taken by order of the House of Burgesses ; we decline com- 
menting' upon them, but submit to the world from whence 
the unhappy disturbances in this Colony took their rise. 
. We must, my Lord, once more entreat your Excellency 
to order the arms to be removed to the publick Magazine. 
We cannot, my' Lord, decline representing to you that 
the important business of this Assembly hath been much 
impeded by your Excellency's removal from the Palace. 
This step bath deprived us of the necessary and free access 
to your Lordship, which we conceive the Constitution en- 
titles us to. There are several "bills of the last importance 
to this Country now ready to be presented to your Excel- 
lency for your assent. . 

We have hitherto, my Lord, in hopes of preserving that 
harmony which we wish ever to subsist between all the 
branches of our Legislature, submitted to the great incon- 
venience of sending our members twelve miles to wait on 
your Excellency on board one of His Majesty's ships-oi- 
war, to present our several addresses ; but we think it. would 
be highly improper, and too great a departure from the 
constitutional -and accustomed mode of transacting the busi- 
ness of the Assembly, to meet your Excellency at any 
other place than the Capitol, to present such Bills as have 
there been agreed to by the Council and House of Bur- 
gesses. We °m List therefore beseech your Excellency to 
return to us ; and as the advanced season of the year re- 
quires our presence in our several Counties, we hope your 
Lordship will be pleased to favour us with your speedy 
and ultimate answer, that -we "may certainly know what to 
depend upon. 

The said Address being read a second time, 
Resolved, That the House doth agree with the Council 
in the said Address, to be presented to the Governour. 

Ordered, That the said Address be presented to his Ex- 
cellency by Mr, Cary, Mr, Attorney General, Mr. Lewis, 
and Mr. Christian, in conjunction with such of the Coun- 
cil as shall be appointed to join in the same. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bland do go to the Council, and 
acquaint them that this House hath appointed four of their 
Members to present the said Address to the Governour, in 
conjunction with such" of. the Council as shall be appointed 
for that purpose. ' 

A Message from the Council by Mr. Blair: 
Mb- Speaker : The Council have agreed to the. Bill 
intituled '-'An Act for appointing Commissioners to settle 
the Accounts of the Militia lately drawn out into^ actual 
service, and for making provision to pay the same," with- 
out any amendment. 

Ordered, That the call of the House be further adjourned 
till to-morrow. 

Resolved, That this' House will, to-morrow, resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole House upon the Bill to 
revive an act, intituled "An Act for the. better regulating 
and disciplining the Militia." . ^ 

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning 
ten of the clock. 

" Thursday, June 22, 15 Geo. Ill, 1775. 

The Orders of the Day being read, 

Ordered, That the call of the House be further adjourned 
till to-morrow. - 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole House, to 
whom the Bill to revive an act for reducing the several 
acts of Assembly for making provision against Invasions 
and Insurrections, into one act, was committed, be dis- 
charged from proceeding upon said Bill. 

Ordered, That the said Bill do .lie upon the table. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whple House, to 



whom the Bilt to revive an act intituled" " An Act for the 
better regulating and disciplining the Militia," was commit- 
ted, be discharged from proceeding upon the said Bill. 

Ordered, That the said Bill do lie upon the table. 

Ordered, That the Order for taking into consideration 
the Report which was made from the Committee to whom 
the Bill for appointing an Agent was committed, be dis- 
charged. . in 
" Ordered, That the said Report do lie upon the table. ^ 

Mr. Cary reported, that the joint Address of the Council 
and this House, of yesterday, to the Governour, had been 
presented to his Excellency, who delivered to him an answer 
thereunto, which he delivered in at the Clerk's table, and 
which was read, and is in the words following, viz : 
Gentlemen of the Council, and House of Burgesses : 

I have already declared my intentions in regard to the 
arms at the Palace, and I conceive the Council and House 
of Burgesses are interfering in a matter which does not 
"belong to them. I should be glad to be informed who 
they design by the terms." rude invaders," which they have 

made use of. , ~ V Y e ~.i 

The disorders in Williamsburgh and other parts ot the 
Country, drove me to the necessity of changing my place 
of residence ; and if any inconvenience has arisen tQ the 
Assembly on that account, I am not chargeable with it ; 
but they have not been deprived of any necessary nor free 
access to me. The Constitution invests me with an un- 
doubted power to call the Assembly for the business .of , to 
any place in the Colony exigency mayrerruire. _ 

• Not having been made acquainted with the whole pro- 
ceedings of the Assembly, I know of no bills of importance 
which,° if I were inclined to risk my "person again among 
the people, the Assembly have to present to me^ nor whe- 
ther they be such as I cpujd assent to. DS.nmobe. 

Ordered, That a Message be sent to" the Council, to 
desire them to acquaint this Hpuse_ ivhethex they have 
agreed to the Bill intituled " An Ac,t for appointing- Com- 
missioners to ratify and confirm" theTate Treaty of Peace 
with the Ohio Indians;" and tbatJVlr. JWercer do carry the 
said Message. . . . t 

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning, 

ten of the clock. _»--*- 



Friday, June 23, 15 Geo. Ill, 1775. 

The Order of the Day being read, 

Ordered, That the call of the House be further adjourned 
till to-morrow. ....".. 

Mr. Mercer reported, that he had, according to order, 
attended the Council, and desired_ them to acquaint this 
House whether they had agreed to the Bill intituled " An 
Act for appointing Commissioners to, ratify and confirm the 
late Treaty of Peace with the Ohio Indians;" and that the 
Council will send an, answer by a Messenger of their own. 

A Message from the Council by Mr. Blair v 

Mr Spemcer: I am commanded by the Council to 
acquaint this House,. thjat the Bjji; intituled " An Act for 
appointing Commissioners to ratify and confirm the late 
Treaty of Peace with the Ohio B dians" is rejected. 

And then the Messenger withdrew. 

Resolved, That a free conference be' desir_ed with the 
Council on the subject-matter of the Treaty to be ratified 

with the Indians. _-,' _"_._..' Y '--_,-'- .. , 

Ordered, That Mr. Treasurer do go to the. Council and 
desire the said free conference, 

Mr. Treasurer reported, that he had," according to order, 
been at the Council, to desire a free conference, on the 
subject-matter of the Treaty to be Tatified with the Indians f 
and that the Council will send _.an answer by a Messenger 
of their own. '." '.■"': ~~"":'~'~ 

A Message from the Council by Mr. Blair; 

Mr. Speaker: The Council, dp. agree to a. free confer- 
ence with this House as desired j ; anlihave appointed two 
of their Members, who are nowjeady hi the .Conference 
Chamber, to meet the Managers for this House.. ' - 

And then the Messenger withdrew. . , -_. 

Ordered, That a Committee .be i appointed to manage 
the said conference, . ...._, _;.'._. *" , f 

And a Committee was appointed of.Mr, treasurer, Mr, 
BIwd, Mr. Braxton, and Mr. Mercer.' - 
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Ordered, That the Paper intituled "Substance of the 
Peace agreed to between the Earl of Dunmore, Governour 
of Virginia, on the part of that Colony, and the Corn 
Stalk, on the part of the Shawanese Indians, intended to 
be ratified at a general meeting of the Ohio Indians at 
Fort Dunmore," referred to in the Governour's written 
Message to this House, which, upon Monday, the fifth day 
of this instant, June, was ordered to lie upon the table, 
be communicated.to.the_ Council at the conference. 
. Then the names of the Managers were called over, and 
they went to the conference. 

And being returned, 

Mr." Treasurer reported that the Managers had been at 
the conference with the Council, and communicated to 
them the Paper intituled " Substance of the Peace agreed 
to between the Earl of Dunmore, Governour of Virginia, 
on the part of that Colony, and the Com Stalk on the 
part of the Shavoanese Indians, intended to be ratified at 
a general meeting of the Ohio Indians at Fort Dunmore," 
and that the Council proposed that an Address should be 
presented to the Governour, that his Excellency would ap- 
point persons to ratify the Treaty with the Indians, and 
recommended it to this House to vote a sum of Money, not 
exceeding Two Thousand Pounds, for that business. 

Mr. Attorney-General reported to the House that he had 
shewn the engrossed Bills and Resolves to the' Governour, 
.and that his Excellency was pleased to deliver to him a 
written Message, whTch he read in his place, and which is 
in the words following, to wit : 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses: 
The bill for appointing Commissioners to settle the ac- 
counts of the Militia, lately drawn out into actual service, 
and for making provision to pay the same, inasmuch. as it 
imposes duties upon slaves .imported, I cannot assent to; 
which, by the royal disallowance of an Act of Assembly 
for that purpose, passed in the tenth year of his present 
Majesty's reign, you must have been sensible of; and as 
the bill has no suspending clause, though I made it my busi- 
ness to intimate, by several of your members, to the House, 
that, without such a. clause, I could not pass an act for 
emitting paper money, the miscarriage of a bill I had very 
'much at heart cannot be attributed to me. And if still 
those objections can be removed, I should be happy to 
concur in an act for. the rewarding of the brave people 
who are the particular objects of it, without delay. If not, 
all. I can do is to transmit the bill to His Majesty, and to 
desire leave to assent to it; though, in regard to the duty 
\ipon slaves, I should not, I think, obtain it. 

I see no objection to any other of your bills or resolves, 
and I am therefore ready to give my assent to them when- 
ever the House desires, .If you have any other bills ready, 
I must desire they may be sent in like manner, that the 
whole Cflay be passed together; and I must beg that your 
Clerk.may be ordered to lay before me a copy of the Jour- 
nals of the House, before the time fixed for passing the bills. 

Dunmore. 

Resolved, That an Address be presented to the Gov- 
ernour, in answer to his said written Message. 
- Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to draw up 
an Address to be presented to the Governour, upon the 
said Resolution,. ' ; _ ' 

And a Committee was appointed of Mr. Treasurer, Mr. 
Bland, Mr. Mercer, Mr. Banister, Mr. Digges, and Mr. 
Munford. 

Mr. Treasurer reported, from the Committee appointed 
to draw up an Address to be presented to the Governour, 
that the Committee had drawn up an Address accordingly, 
"which they had directed him to report to the House ; and 
he read the same in his place, and afterwards delivered it 
in at the Clerk's. table, where the same was read, and is as 
followeth, viz: _' . " ' 

My Lord : We, His .Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, 
the Burgesses of Virginia, cannot sufficiently express our 
concern that your Lordship should be under any difficulty 
in giving your assent Jo the bill for appointing Commis- 
sioners to settle the accounts of the Militia lately drawn 
out into actual service, and for making provision to pay 
the same; which = lath received the approbation of the 
other two brancrVes^of .the Legislature, We beg leave to 



remind your Excellency, that you particularly recommended 
those hrave people, who are the objects of this bill, to our 
attention. Sensible of their important services, we seized 
with much pleasure the first opportunity afforded us of 
doing justice to their" singular merit. Upon considering 
the most probable ways and means of .effecting this desira- 
ble purpose, we soon found, from the extreme scarcity of 
cash in the country, that there was no possible method of 
doing it but by a speedy emission of paper money. The 
opinion has since been confirmed by transactions during 
the present meeting of the merchants, which have evinced, 
that the scarcity is even greater than we at first supposed. 
We do not find, my Lord, any thing in the bill which 
contravenes any law, or royal instruction, which hath ever 
been communicated to us. A suspending clause, we con- " 
ceive, would defeat the very purpose for which the bill was 
intended ; as it would withhold that relief so immediately 
necessary to the comfort and support of many of our poor 
inhabitants, who are in the utmost distress for want of it. 

In order, to support the credit of our paper currency, 
we thought it incumbent on us to establish such funds as 
would effectually secure the redemption of it. In aid of 
others, we were of opinion that a duty of ten per cent, on 
slaves would, be the least burdensome Jo_jJie_ people. We 
do not know that such a duty was ever objected to by His 
Majesty ; on the contrary, we understand that a duty not 
exceeding ten per cent, was perfectly agreeable to his royal 
will and pleasure. The five pounds per poll on slaves im- 
ported_from the, West-Indies ,._was Jntenjtedjo prevent the 
many tricks which had been practised in this Country to 
avoid payment of all duties on sucrjL slaves, and amounts to 
no more. than ten percent., valuing them at the moderate 
average of fifty pounds current money. 

We are pleased to find your Excellency approves the . 
other bills and resolves submitted. to your inspection. All 
others, which we propose to trouble your Lordship with, 
we have consented may undergo the earliest examination, 
and flatter ourselves that they will meet with the like ap- 
probation. _ - ../r.s, ,.,.;. 

We still hope, my Lord, that upon reconsidering the 
matter, you will see sufficient reasons to alter your first 
opinion respecting the Militia Bill, which we have much 
at heart, considering it of the last importance. 

We have hefore, in conjunction:withiiis_Majesty's Coun- 
cil, intimated to your Excellency how very necessary a recess 
is at this critical season, our harvest .demanding our imme- 
diate presence at home. We must, therefore, entreat your 
Excellency to meet us at the Capitol to-morrow, in order 
to give your assent to such bills ..and ..resolves as are ready 
to be presented. We hope your Lordship cannot still en- 
tertain any groundless fears that, your person canbe In the 
least danger. If it is possible that you remain under such, 
a strange influence, we pledge you our honours, and" every- 
thing sacred, for your security. Should your Lordship 
decline complying with this just request, We hope you will 
be pleased to grant your commission to the President of the- 
Council to give your assent. to such bills, and , resolves as you 
may approve, and we may pregent.io him. . . 

Since it hath been customary fbr our Govei'nours to sig- 
nify their pleasure as to adjournments, *we* wish not to take 
things out of their old channel; we therefore hope your 
Excellency will at the same time 'express your approba- 
tion that we "adjourn ourselves^ to soirje convenient day- in 
October next, when our convenience wilj.^est" admit an 
absence from our homes, andjhe sickly season of the year 
will be over. . " ;;" . l^ : L,~\.j ,,'j: ':. "'."'. V " ^ 

We do not wish to conceal from your Excellency one 
tittle contained in our Journals; but a full and Immediate 
transcript of them would require more time than we can 
possibly devote to the publick business at present. We 
must observe, that this demand of us is unusual ; how- 
ever, we have ordered all s'uph of our proceedings as 
have been printed, to be immediately transmitted to your 
Lordship. - -.. . ,_-. -^ -=.-, ,==„-.- ,— ,,. 

The said Address being read a second time, 
Resolved, That this House doth agree with the Com- 
mittee in the said" Address .to be presented to the Govern- 
our. . - '■■"'"■■*.-•_■'■■" 
Ordered, That the said Address be presented to his 
Excellency by Mr..Att"orney'-General and Mr. Lewis. '. 
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And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning 
ten. of the clock. 

SatuFday, June 94, 15 Geo. Ill, 1775. 

Mr. Attorney -General reported, that the Address of 
yesterday had been presented to the Governour, residing 
on board the Fowey, one of His Majesty's ships-of-war 
riding at anchor in York River, and that his Excellency 
was pleased to deliver to him a written Answer thereto ; 
which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at 
the Clerk's table, and which is in the words following, viz; 

Mk- Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses.: 

As you have encumbered the bill for the payment of the 
officers and men employed upon the Indian expedition 
with an imposition which you know I could not assent to, 
and omitted a form (in no wise tending to defeat the pur- 
pose of the bill) which you were tojd I could not dispense 
with, the blame of its not passing now into a law cannot 
lie upon me; but I must adhere to the reasons I yesterday 
signified to you on this head. The well-grounded appre- 
hension I had for believing my person not safe, at m7- 
Uamsburgh, has increased daily. I cannot therefore meet 
you at the Capitol as you entreat ; but this day being 
too far spent, I shall be ready to receive the Houses on 
Monday, at twelve of the clock, at my present residence, 
for the purpose of giving my assent to such acts as I shall 
approve of. . 

Although the convenience of the members of the As- 
sembly will always be a strong motive to determine me as 
to tbs time of your meeting or separating, yet It becomes 
necessary (from Tin expression in your Address, that you 
wish not tp takejhings out of their old channel, as if you 
had such power) to assert the right of .the Crown to 
adjourn, prorogue, dissolve, or assemble you, as it is thought 
fit by. the Governo.urof the Colony. I do not mean, how- 
ever, to oppose the request you make of being" adjourned. 
• Dunmore. 

.The House proceeded to take the said written Answer 
into consideration. 

Resolved, That the House do now resolve itself into a 
.Committee of the Whole House, to take into considera- 
tion^ the state of the Colony and the Governour's written 
Answer to the Address of this House of yesterday. 

Mr. SpeaTcerleTt the chair. 

Mr. BJfind. took : .the chair of the Committee. 
_ ,Mr. Speaker resumed the chair. '" 
■ Mr. _ Bland reported from the Committee, That the 
CqrnrnUfe.e haying taken into their serious consideration 
the unhappy situation of this Colony, and considering the 
many' obstructions given, to the due and regular prosecu- 
tion of thj? important business before the General Assem- 
bly by Tiis Excellency the Governour, in first removing 
from the Palace pn.board one of the King's ships, where- 
by a Tree, access" to him, and that necessary intercourse 
between Tiis Lo.rd.ship and the other two branches of the 
Legislature' hath been in a great measure cut off- con- 
sidering lhat his Lordship hath withstood the repeated 
entreaties, of the Council and Burgesses to return to the 
seat of his Government ; and having this day received such 
an answer frqg)_Ei.s Lordship as, when compared with his 
different Messages and other parts of his conduct, con- 
vinces them of his determination not to do any thing that 
may be. of advantage to this Colony, and particularly to 
the inhabitants on our frontiers, by his requiring the House 
to attend him on board the Fowey, man-of-war, in order to 
present' such Sills as are now ready for his assent ; thought 
it a duty highly incumbent on them, for themselves and 
the whole body of their constituents, to make several 
Resolves, in maintenance of their just rights and privileges, 
and in hopes of removing those prejudices which, have 
been already, and may be again attempted to be excited in 
the breasts. of their most . gracious Sovereign and of their 
fellow-subjects in Great. Britain. 

The said Resolves being reported to the House, and 
severally agreed to, are as follow : 

Resolved nem. con. That his Lordship's Message, requir- 
ing' this House to attend him on board one or His Majes- 
ty's ships-of-war, is a high breach of the rights and privi-. 
leges' of this House. 

Resolved new. con. That the unreasonable delays thrown 



into the proceedings of this House by the Governour, and 
his. evasive answers to the sincere and decent Addresses of 
the Representatives of the People, give us great reason to 
fear that a dangerous attack may be meditated against the 
unhappy People of this Colony. It is therefore our opi- 
nion, that they prepare for the preservation of their proper- 
ty, and their inestimable rights and liberties, with the great- 
est care and attention. 

Resolved nem. con. That we do, and will, bear faith and 
true allegiance to our most gracious Sovereign George the 
Third, our only lawful and rightful King; that we will, at 
all times, to the utmost of our power, and at the risE of 
our lives and property, maintain and defend his Govern- 
ment in this Colony, as founded on the established laws 
and principles of the Constitution. 

Resolved nem. con. That it is.our most earnest desire to 
preserve and strengthen those bands of amity with all our 
fellow-subjects in Great Britain, which are so very essen- 
tial to the prosperity and happiness of both Countries. 

Resolved nem. con. That itjs with the deepest concern 
we find ourselves deprived of an opportunity of making 
immediate provision for. those gallant officers jmd soldiers 
who so nobly defended this Country against the incursions 
of the Indians, unless we would sacrifice their own and the 
inestimable fights and privileges of all other inhabitants of 
this Colony ; that as we have already endeavoured to 
make the most ample provision for tins necessary purpose. 
So will we gladly seize every opportunity afforded us of 
doing the utmost justice to those brave men, and all other 
publick creditors. 

Certain information having been received of the great 
discontent of the Ohio Indians, hy reason of the delay of 
the ratification of the late Treaty of Peace concluded upon 
by his Excellency the Governour, on the part of this Colo- 
ny, and the Corn Stalk, on the part of_the Indians, and 
that the inhabitants on our frontiers are under just appre- 
hensions of a renewal of an Indian ^ war ; and no steps 
having been pursued by his Lordship for carrying on the 
said Treaty, or delivering up the Indian hostages, agree- 
able to the terms Of the said Treaty : 

Resolved, That the said Treaty be immediately entered 
upon, and that George Washington, Thomas Walker, 
James Wood, Andrew Lewis, John Walker, and Adam 
Stephen, Esquires, or any three or more of them, be, and 
they are hereby constituted and appointed Commissioners, 
on the part and behalf of this Colony, to meet the Chiefs 
or Headmen of the said Ohio Indians, as soon as the same 
can be done, at such place' as they shall find most proper, 
to ratify and confirm the said Treaty on the part of this 
Colony, and to demand and receive qf the said Indians 
the ratifications and full performance of the said Treaty ori 
their parts. And that Robert Carter Nicholas, Esquire, 
Treasurer, or the Treasurer for the time being, shall, and 
he is hereby directed and requireel, to pay all such expens- 
es and charges, out of the publick money in his hands, as 
may he incurred on account of such Treaty ; provided the 
same do not exceed two thousand Pounds, for which the 
said Commissioners shall account to .the next General As- 
sembly. -"'.".■'- 

Ordered, That Mr. Mercer dp. carry the Resolution to 
the Council, and desire their concurrence.. .."_._ 

A Message from the Council by Mr. Blair: - - _ 

Mr. Speaker: The Council. have agreed to the Re- 
solve for appointing Commissioners to ratify the Treaty 
of Peace with the Ohio Indians, and for defraying the 
expense thereof. .= . . , 

Where.as, several Companies of the Militia of this Co- 
lony have been drawn out into actual service by command 
of his .Excellency the Governour, for the defence and pro- 
tection of the Frontiers against. the incprsions and depre- 
dations of the Indians, and there are now due several 
large sums of Money, as -well for the Pay of such Militia 
•as for Provisions, Arms, and other necessaries furnished 
them ; and it will be a great saving to the Colony, as well 
as ease to the claimants, to have such Accounts adjusted 
by Commissioners in the country: 

Resolved, therefore, That Archibald Cary, William 
Cabell, William Fleming, John Winn, and John Nicho- 
las, Gentlemen, or any three or more of them, be, and 
they' are hereby, appointed Commissioners for the Counties 
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of Finc'as fie, Botetourt, Culpepper, Pittsylvania, Hali- 
fax, sad Bedford , and for that part "of the Counly of Au- 
gusta which lies to the eastward of the Alleghany Moun- 
tains ; and that Richard Lee, Francis Peyton, Josias 
Clapham, Henry Lee, and Tfiomas Blackburn, Gentle- 
men, or any three or more of them, be, and they are 
heteby, appointed Commissioners for the other Counties," 
ant JTor that part of the County of Augusta which lies to 
the westward of the Alleghany Mountains, and for the 
Provinces of Maryland and Pennsylvania, to examine, 
state, and setrle_ the Accounts of the Pay of the Militia, 
and of all Provisions, Arms, Ammunition, and other rjeces- 
saries furnished , the said Militia, of the Counties for which, 
(hey are appointed Commissioners, and report the same to 
the General Assembly. 

j\nd then the House adjourned till Thursday, the twelfth 
dayjif October 'next, at ten of the clock in the morning. 



Thursday, October 12, 15 Geo. Ill, 1775. 

The House met according to the adjournment, but no 
more than thirty-seven Members appearing, which was 
not a sufficient number to proceed to business, 

The House adjourned till the first Thursday in March 
next. 

Thursday, March 7, 16 Geo. Ill, 1776. 

The House met according to the adjournment, but no 
more than thirty-two. Members appearing, which was not 
a sufficient number to proceed to business, 

The House adjourned to the first Monday in May next. 

Monday, May 6, 16 Geo. Ill, 1776. 
Several Members met, but did neither proceed to busi- 
ness nor adjourn, as a House of Burgesses. 



-"'" NEW- YORK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

"".-"" City of New-York, May 22, 1775: 

A number of gentlemen, Deputies from several Counties 
in this Colony, assembled at the Exchange, in the City of 
New-York, for the purpose of forming a Provincial Con- 
gress ; but as they conceived there were not a sufficient 
number of Members, they agreed to meet here at the Ex- 
change to-morrow, at ten o'clock, A M. - 

At a meeting of a Provincial Congress for the Colony 
of New-York, at the Exchange, in the City of New-York, 
on Tuesday, the twenty-third day of May, 1775: 

The Deputies of a majority of the Counties appealing, 
they proceeded to the choice of the following Officers, who 
were unanimously elected, viz: 

Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., President ; Vol- 
kert P. Douw, Esquire, Vice-President ; John McKesson, 
Esq., and Mr. Robert Benson, Secretaries ; Thomas Petit, 
Doorkeeper. ri 

-- The Deputies for the City and County of New-York 
produced the Poll List taken on the . . . day of ... . 

_ last, in the several Wards of the said City, certified under 
the hands of the Vestrymen of the respective Wards, and 
others before whom they were taken, by which it appears 
that the following persons were elected Deputies for the 
sard City and County, viz: - " 

City and County of New-York. — Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, Isaac Low, Alexander McDougall, Leonard 
Lispenard, Jos. Hallet, David Clarkson, Abraham Wal- 
ton, Thomas Smith, Abraham Brasher, Benjamin Kissam, 
Isaac Roosevelt, JohnMovin Scott, John De Lancey, John 
Van Cortlandt, James Beekman, Jacobus Van Zandt, 
Sam'l Verplanck,. John Marston, Richard Yates, George 

-Folliott* and Walter Franklin, 

The Deputies for the. City and County of Albany pro- 
duced a Certificate of the Committees of the City, and 
nineteen out of ivventy Districts of the County, by which 
it appears that the following persons were elected Deputies 
for the said City and County: --.-.-■.- 

City and Counfy of Albany. — Robert . Yates, Walter 
'Livingston, Abraham Yates, Robert Van Rensselaer, Vol- 
kert P. Douw, Henry Glenn, Jacob Cuyler, Abraham Ten 
Brpeck, Peter Silvester, Francis Nicoll, Dirck Swart.* 

The Deputies of the County of Dutchess produced the 
Certificate of the Judges and sundry of the Justices, and 
two other persons, freeholders and inhabitants of the said 
County, whereby k appears that the following persons were 
ejected Deputies for the said County for six months, viz : 

Dutchess Cotintt.— Dirck Brinckerhoff, Gilbert Liv- 
ingston, Anthony Hoffman,* Jona. London* Zephaniah 
Piatt, (xysbefi Schenck,* Richard Montgomerie,* Melanc- 
ton Smith, Ephraim Faine,* Nathaniel Sackett. 

The Deputies for the County of Ulster produced the 
Certificateof Charles De Witt, Esquire, Chairman of the 
several. Committees of all the severaj Towns and Precincts 
in the said County, whereby it appears that the following 
persons were elected Deputies for the said County, viz: 
__ Ulster Coxjnty.-— Col. Johannes Hardenbergh, Col. 
James Clinton, Egbert Dumond, Esq., Christopher Tap- 



pen, Charles Clinton* John Nicholson, and Jacob Horn- 
beck. 

The Deputies for the Precinct of Haverstraw, in the 
County of Orange, produced a Certificate of Johannes Jsa 
Blauvelt, Moderator of a meeting of the freeholders and 
inhabitants of the said Precinct, whereby it appears that 
the" following persons were "electee! Deputies for the said 
Precinct, viz : ■' \ : ~\,\~~J.,^ L 

Haverstraw in Orange, — -John Coe aj&Dqvid Pye. 

The Deputies from frosAen Precinct, in the: said County, 
produced the Certificate of Balthazcf McHaert_,C\^Yk of 
a meeting of the freeholders and inhabitants ^ of the said 
Precinct, whereby it appears that the following persons 
were elected Deputies for the said Precinct,' Viz: 

Goshen.— Michael Jackson,* 'Eery.' Tusteen* Peter 
Clowes, and William Allison. ~~_ "•" 
, The Deputies for the County of Suffolk produced the fol- 
lowing" Certificates, to wit:" The Certificate of Wm, Smith, 
Esq., Chairman of the Committees of. all the Towns in the 
said County, except Brookhaven and , Ji'frp ; the Certifi- 
cates of four Companies of the Militia of the said Town 
of 'Brookhaven ; and the Certificate of the inhabitants of 
the said Town or District of Islip ;f wriereby it appears that 
the following persons were elected Deputies for the said 
County for one year, to wit : _ , 

Suffolk County. — Col. Nathaniel Wo^dhyll, Ezra 
L'Hommedieu, John Sloss Hobart* Thomas] Wickham, 
Thos. Tredwell,* James Haven,* John Foster, and Selah 
Strong. ' -......-■." .■_"".:. 

The Deputies for the County of Westchester produced 
the Certificate of the Committee of the said.Cpunty, where- 
by it appears that the following persons were elected Depu- 
ties' for the said County, viz: . ! " 

Westchester County.— GQUverneiff Morris, Lewis 
Graham,' James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, Joseph 
Drake, Philip Van Cortlandt, Jas. Holmes, David Day- 
ton, John Thomas, Junior, Robert Graham,* and William 
Paulding* . _ . , :' ■ : -y~ 

The Deputies for the Township of Brooklyn, in King's 
County , produced the Certificate of Leffert Leffertse, Esq., 
chosen Cletk of a meeting of the Magistrates and Free- 
holders of the said Township, whereby it appears that the 
following persons were elected Deputies for the gald Town- 
ship, viz: - . • " -~i-V"-" v - 

Brooklxn in King's County.— Henry Williams, Esq. 
Jeremiah Remsen, Esq. 

The Deputies for the County of Richmond produced a 
Certificate of Paul Micheau, Clerk of the County of Rich- 
mond, whereby it appears that the following persons were 
(at a meeting of the Freeholders of the. said, County for 
that purpose) elected Deputies for the said County,- viz: 

Richmond County.— Paul Micheau, John Journey, 
Rich'd Conner, Rich'd.Lawrence* and Aaron Cortelyou. 

[Those gentlemen's names that are marked respectively 
with an Asterisk, have not appeared, and are absent.] 

Ordered, That the sense of this Congress, upon every 
question, be taken and determined by a majority o'f the 

t The Certificate of the. Town of Islip wafs returned i tojjpl .. TjPoocl- 
huU, because it ia annexed ! and Bubjoiried to their Association, 
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votes of the Counties here represented ; and that for the 
present the votes of the City and County of New- Yor k be 
considered as four; the City and County of Albany as 
three; and that of each of the other Counties respectively 
as two '; but that this arrangement shall continue only till 
some other .arrangement shall be made and agreed on by 
this. Congress. 

The following Rules Tire agreed to, and resolved to be 
the Rules of this Congress, viz : 

- 1st/ That the President, and in his absence the Vice- 
President, and in the absence of both a President to be 
appointed pro tempore, shall preside at every meeting, and 
keep order and decorum, and that it shall be his duty to 
sign all letters from this Congress. 

2d. That all Motions' and Addresses be made to the 
Chair, and standing. ~ 

3d. That if more than one shall rise to speak at the same 
time, the President shall determine who shall first be heard. 
■ 4th. That the substance of every Motion made and 
seconded shall be entered on the Minutes. 

5th. That no interruption shall be suffered while a Mem- 
ber is delivering his sentiments. 

6th. That every question shall be determined by a ma- 
jority of voices, and after the determination of any measu/e 
or thing, the same question shall not be reassumed but 
with the consent of a majority of the voices of this Board 
at. a subsequent meeting ; and that notice be given of the 
motion for reassuming such matter at least one day before 
such motion be made, and notice thereof given to the Mem- 
bers representing each County, who shall then be in the 
City of New-York. 

7th. That when any question shall be determined upon 
a division, the names of the respective Counties shall be 
entered as "they shall vote on each side; but any Member 
for any County may be at liberty to have his name and dis- 
sent from the vote of his County entered on the Minutes. 

8th. That tin's Congress shall, from time to time, meet 
on their own adjournments for the present. 

"9th. That for the despatch of business, and to prevent 
interruptions, the doors at our meeting's shall be shut, and 
that none but Members be permitted to take copies „of the 
Proceedings of this Congress. 

10th. That no question shall be determined on the day 
that it js agitated, if three Counties shall request that it be 
deferred to the next day. 

1 llh. That no Member shall be at liberty to speak more 
than twice to" the same point, without leave of the Presi- 
dent for the time then being. 

12th. That no Member sliall absent himself from this 
Congress without leave of the Congress. 

13th, That every Member of this Congress shall keep 
secret all such matters, proceedings and things in this Con- 
gress, as shall be enjoined from the Chair to be kept secret. 
14th. That whenever the Proceedings of this Congress 
shall "be published at the close of. this session, all the Mi- 
nutes" shall be published, and no part concealed unless such 
a"S the unanimous voice of the Counties shall declare to be 
of a secret or unimportant nature ; but that extracts of the 
Proceedings may nevertheless be published from time to. 
time as the Congress shall think fit." " 

The Congress then adjourned 1 to five o'clock, P. M. 

■'•; ,. •."••-.-;"=---.■ - - ' t 5 ho. P. M., May 23, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

For the. City and County of New- York. —Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., President; Isaac Low, Alex- 
ander McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, 
Abraham "Walton, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, 
John De Lancey, James Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, 
Richard Yates, David Clarkson, Thomas Smith, Benja- 
" rriin Kissarn, John Morin Scott, John Van Cortlandt, 
Jacobus Van Zandt, and Walter Franklin. 

For the City and County of Albany.— Volkert P. Douw, 
Esq-., Vice-President; Robert. Yates, Abraham. Yates, 
Jacob Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert 
Van Rensselaer, Henry Glenn, Francis Nicoll, and Abra- 
ham Ten Broeck. "';\ 

For Dutchess County.— Zephaniah Piatt, Gilbert Living- 
ston, Jonathan Landon, Melancton Smith, and Nathaniel 
Sackett. ~ "■-■■. 



For Ulster County. — Col. Johannes Hardenbergh, Col. 
James Clinton, Egbert Dumond, Esq., Christopher Tap- 
pen, John Nicholson, Esq., and Jacob Hornbeck. 

For Orange County. — John Coe, Esq., David Pye,Esq., 
William Allison, Esq., Mr. Peter Clowes, Col. Abraham 
Lent, John Herring, Esq. ' ~ „ „ 7-r - 

'For Suffolk County.— Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, John 
Sloss Hobart, Esq., Thos. Tredwell, Esq., .John. Faster, 
Ezra L'Hommedieu, Esq., Thomas Wickham, and Se- 
lah Strong. w ~ ^ 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Esquire, 
Lewis Graham, Esq., James Van Cortlandt, Esq., Ste- 
phen Ward, Joseph Drake, Col. Philip Van.Cortlandt, 

. :Col. James Holmes, David Dayton, and John Thomas, _ 
Junior. 

For the Township of Brooklyn in King's County.— Henry 

Williams, Esq., Jeremiah Remsen, Esq. 
For Richmond County.— Paul Miche.au, John Journey, 
Aaron Cortelyou, and Richard Conner.. 

The Deputies for Orange Town produced a Certificate 
signed by Jacob Concklin, Esq., Chairman, and Thomas . 
Outivater, Clerk, at a meeting of the Freeholders and.In- 
habitants of Orange Town, there held on the third day of 
May instant, whereby_ it appears that Colonel. Abraham 
Lent and John Herring, Esq., were unanimously chosen 
Deputies to represent them in thi s Pr ovincial Congress, to . 
be held at the City of New- York. . ■ . . \" - 

Ordered, That Colonel Abraham Lent and John Her- 
ring, Esq., take their seats. 

Mr. Isaac Low moved, and was seconded by Mr. Mor- 
ris, that this Congress enter into a Resolution inthe words 
following, viz: _ ' -_ ; "-";_■. '-'-■"■■'-. ",, -^ ■ 
'- Resolved, as the opinion of this Congress, That implicit 
obedience ought to be paid to every recommendation of the 
Continental Congress for the general regulation of the As- 
sociated Colonies; but thaj this Congress is-competent .to, 
and ought freely to deliberate and determine on all matters 
relative to the.internal police of this Cojpny.. 

And debates arising thereon, Mr. Scott; secojadgOy^ 
Mr. Clarkson, moyed ."for ..the Prpious Question^ to WitL 
Whether the question *oV Mr,. Si^?_mojtipn^ shall be gpw s 
put ? And the said Preyjpus .Question being -put, was de-__ 
termined in the following manner, viz: - 

For the Previous Question. .. Against the Previous Question. 



4 City and County of New r York. 2 Richmond. County. r 

3 City and County of Albany.- ... — ; ; .....-•" 

2 County o£,Dutche?.s, . 2 _ . .. : -__. ^ 

2 County of Ulster. :.. : .-.. . . „ .. ."_\: "_ , r .' 

2 County of Orange. _'" _ ' . r " ^_. 

2 County of Suffpjk. ... .' :,'' 

2 King's County. _ . - - — 

2 Westchester County. ' " ; ir — - 

19 " : - _ ... 

Resolved, therefore, That the question w Nu Lov£s^ 
motion be not now put. "_"."" 

A copy of a recommendation and direction from the Coiv- 
tinental Congress, signed by their Secretary, bearing date 
on the eighteenth instant, and certified by Henry Remsen, 
Deputy Chairman of the Cpmrrjitge. ^^eio-.YgrZc, Jo be^_ 
a true copy, relating to the ArtflJery and_Stp_rj?s ; nojy irTT 
Ticonderoga, was handed to the President; aj ijlj ead, and^ 
is in the w-ords following, to wit: __".. ,_i_^~ ;..,__". 
. - .. . " In Congress, Thqrsday, May J8, 1775. 

"Whereas there is indubitable. evidence that a. design is 
formed by the British Ministry of making a qru|l invasion 
from the Province of Quebeck upon these Colonies, for the - 1 
purpose of destroying our lives andliberties, and_som_e_ steps_ 
have actually been taken to.carr'y the said design into exg^r 
cution ; and whereas several inhabitants of jlie" Northern^ 
Colonies, residing in the vicinity of Ticonderoga, immedi- 
ately exposed to incursions, impelled by a just .regard for_ 
the defence and preservation of themselves arid "their co^gf- 
trymen from such imminent danger and calamities, Ijffve 
taken possession of that post, in which was lodged a qiran- s 
tity of cannon and military stpres, that would certainly have 
been used in the intended invasjaji.pf these, Colonies? this 
Congress eaTne.stly recommend .it to .the_ Comrnjttees p/ the 
Cities and. Counties of New- York t ajnd Albany, immediately 
to cause the said cannon and stores to be removed from 
Ticonderoga to the" south end/of r "Lake George, and, if 
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necessary, to apply to the Colonies of Neiv-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, and Connecticut, for such an additional 
body of forces as will be sufficient to establish a strong post 
ajt that place, effectually to secure the said cannon and 
stores, or so many of them as it may be judged proper to 
keep there ; and that an exact inventory be taken of all 
T SQqh cannon and stores, in order that they may be safely 
returned when _the restoration of the former harmony be- 
twgen"Great Britain and the Colonies, so ardently wished 
for_by the latter, shall render It prudent and consistent with 
the overruling law of self-preservation. 

" A true copy from the Minutes : 

"Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

" New- York, May 20, 1 775. — A true copy : 
* a "Henry Remsen, Deputy Chairman." 

The^residentjhen gave some farther information rela- 
tingT:o the matters mentioned in the said recommendation 
from the ContinentaLC.ongress, and particularly what had 
been done by. the .Committee of the City and County of 
New-York, and also enjoined and gave it in charge from 
the Chair to the Members of this Congress, that the busi- 
ness concerning the Artillery and Stores at Ticonderoga, 
and every thing else relating thereto, is to be considered 
and kept as .matters of secrecy. ~ ; ; _ 

■- The subject matter of the said recommendation or direc- 
tions from tbe Continental Congresswas then taken in con- 
sideration and debated ; and thereupon 

Resolved, That this Congress will immediately comply 
with the directions of the Continental Congress respecting 
the Cannon and Stores at Ticonderoga, and the other mat- 
ters recommended in~ their order of the eighteenth of May 
instant rand _ 

Ordered, That Messrs. David Clarkson, Alexander 
McDougall, Walter Livingston, Robert Yates, Henry 
Glenn, Zephaniah Piatt, Egbert Dumond, Peter Clowes, 
John SLoss_Hobart, Paul Micheau, and Gouverneur Mor- 
ris, be a~ Committee to. report to this Congress, with all 
corrvenjent speed, the method best adapted to carry the 
above. Resolution intoexecution. 7 

Benjamin Kissam, Esq., dissented from _he. above Reso- 

- tion, and prayed his d issen t might be enteredon the.Mi- 
.7nuj.es. ■' .. '... ... .*_;._... _. . \ 

_ = Mr. McDougall moved, and was seconded by Mr. Gil- 
bert Livingston, that two Members of this Congress be 
directed to apply to all the. Ministers in.thjs City, who can 
pray'ifi English, and to request them ~to_ make such an 
arrangement amonglhemselves as will enable "them alter- 
nately to open tfie Congress every morning with prayer ; 
.which was agreed to and ordered" accordingly ; and 

(Drdered, Thai Mr. Beekman and Mr. Brasher be a. 
Committee for that purpose. = 

The following gentlemen dissejjted, viz : Colonel Lispe- 
nard, Mr. John Van. Cortlandt, *Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Mi- 
^cheau,*~Mr. Walton, Mr. Corielyou, Mr. Conner, Mr. 
Journey, Mr. Low, Mr. Richard Yates, Mr. Gouverneur 
Morris, Ml- Lewis Graham^jjolon el Van Cortlandt, Mr. 
Vevplanck, M r. D e LanzeyflAY. Franklin, Mr. Clowes, 
-_Mr. Cuyler, Colonel Holmes, Mr. Ward, and Mr. Thomas. 

The Congress then adjourned to this place at nine o'clock 
• to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday, 9 ho. A. M., May 24", 1775. ; 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

For the City and County of New- York.— Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., President; Isaac Low, Alex- 
ander McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, 

- Abraham Walton, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, 
John De Lancey, James Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, 
Richard Yates, David Clarkson, Thomas Smith, Benja- 
min Kissam, John Morin Scott, John^Van Cortlandt, 

_Jacobus Van Zandt, and Jojin Marston. . 
For the City "and County of Albany. — Volkert P. Douw, 
~ Vice-President; Robert Yates, Abraham Yates, Jacob 
Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert Van 
Rensselaer, Henry Glenn, Col. Abraham Ten Broeck, 
and Major Francis Nicoll. - 

For Dutchess County. — Anthony Hoffman, Zephaniah 
Piatt, Richard Montgomerie^ Gilbert Livingston, Jona- 
than Landon, Mefancton Smith, and Nathaniel Sackett. 



For Ulster County. — Col. Johannes Harderibergb, James 

- Clinton, Egbert Dumond, Christopher Tappen, John 
Nicholson, and Jacob Hornbeck, 

For Orange County. — John Coe, David.Pye, Peter 
Clowes, William Allison, Abraham Lent, and John 
Herring. - 

For Suffolk County.— ColonelNathaniel "Woodbull, John 
Sloss Hobart, Thomas Tredwell, John . Foster, Ezra 
L'Hommedieu, Thomas Wickham, and Selah Strong. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis Gra- 
ham, James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, Joseph 
Drake, Philip Van Cortlandt, James Holmes, David 
Dayton, and. John Thomas, Junior. _ . 

For the Toivnship of Brooklyn in King's County. — Henry 
Williams and Jeremiah Remsen. : " .'.."'. „ 

For Richmond County.— Paul" Micheau, John Journey, 
Aaron Cortelyou, and Richard Cpnner. 

John Williams and William Marsh, from Charlotte 
County, appeared in Congress und produced a. Certificate 
signed by fourteen gentlemen, the respective Committees 
of White Creek, Camden, Arlington, Manchester, Dorset, 
Rupert, Pawlett, and Wells, in Charlotte .County, certi- 
fying that the said John Williams and William. Marsh are 
appointed Deputies to attend this Congress. The same 
was read_and filed. .... ._._"__,-.- 

Ordered, That they take their seats. 

Colonel Blackwell, Samuel Tojvnshend,V^s(\., Messrs. 
Joseph Robinson and Jonathan! Lawrence, attending in 
Congress, produced a Certificate of Daniel Kissam, .Esq., 
Chairman of a meeting of a number of the Freeholders of 
Queen's County, met at Jamaica pursuant to publick notice, 
certifying that Colonel Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Daniel Rapalje, Esq., Zcbufon WilEams,~EsqiiJte, 
Samuel Townshend, Esq., Joseph French, Esq., Joseph 
Robinson, Nathaniel Tom, Thomas Hicks, Esq., and Cap- 
tain Richard Thome, were unanimously chosen and elected 
Deputies for the said County, to meet in Pr ovinc ial Con- 
gress with the Deputies' from the other Counties in this 
Colony. The same was read and filed, .- _._ . 

Ordered,, That the gentlem.en appointed Deputies from 
Queen's County, as they respectively attend, do take thejr 
seats. . . _ '. ,'. _.'■'.. - ' 

Mr. David Clarkson, Chairman of tlLe.Cojnmi_ttee.ap- 
pointed yesterday to report the methods. besLadapted to 
comply with the directions QftheContinenia] Congress 
respecting the Cannon and Stores at Ticonderoga, and the 
other matters recommended in their order of the eighteenth 
instant, delivered in the Report of the said. Committee, 
which. was .read. And the said Report being again read 
by paragraphs, was approved of and ordered to be entered 
on the Minutes, and is in the words following, to wit : 

We do report thaf we conceive, that it will, be proper 
to appoint persons in w horn this Congress can confide, to 
superintend the removal of the Cannon. and_Stpres (men- 
tioned in the Minutes of the Grand Continental, Congress) 
to the south end of Lake George: - ----- '-_-- r ' 

That it will be proper to furnish supplies of Provisions 
to the Garrisons now stationed, or hereafter to be stationed 
at those places: . -_ _ ,--- ... -. . 

That it will be proper to appoint a Committee to esti- 
mate the expense of these services, and a Committee' to 
consider of ways and means for providing itioneys for "the 
purpose of defraying the same : And lastly, 
-.".-That it will be proper to write a Letter to the Governour 
and Company of the English Colony of Connecticut, on the 
matters. recommended In the Minute aforesaid. 

The said Committee" had also prepared, and then re- 
ported a draft of the Letter above mentioned, which was 
also read, adopted, and entered in the Minutes of theafter- 
noon. . ."7- -. \ ."'■'"=. 

Benjamin Kissam, Esq., dissented from the said Report 
and Letter, and desired that his dissent might be entered 
on the Minutes. - ..,."■ 

The Congress then adjourned to four o'clock, P..M. 

4to ho. P.M., May 24, 1775, 
'The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

For the City and County of New-York.— -Peter Van 
Brugh "Livingston, Esq., President; Isaac Low, Alex- 
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ander McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Abraham Walton, 

"Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, John De Lancey, 

.James Beekiiian, Samuel Yerplanck, Richard Yates, 

1 David Clarkson, Thomas Smith, Benjamin Kissam, John 

Morin Scott, Jacobus Van Zandt, and John Marston. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Volkert P. Douw, 

Esq., Vice-President; Robert Yates, Esq., Abraham 

Yates, Jacob Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, 

Robert Van Rensselaer, Henry Glenn, Abraham Ten 

~ Broeck, and Francis_Nicoll. 

For_ Dutchess County. — Anthony Hoffman, Zephaniah 
„' Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Gilbert Livingston, Jona- 
, ; thap Landpn, Melancton Smith, and Nathaniel Sackett, 
For Jester County. — Col. Johannes. Hardenbergh, Col. 
. _James^CJjnton, Egbert Dumond, Christopher Tappen, 
/.John Nicholson, and Jacob Hombeck, 
For Orange County. — John Coe, David Pye, Peter 

- Clowes, William Allison, Abraham Lent, "and John Her- 
-™g- _ _"■;.- 

For Suffolk County. — Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull," John 
__. SJoss Hobart, Thomas Tredwell, John Foster, Ezra 
'L'Hornmedieu, Thomas Wickham, and Selah Strong. 
For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis Gra- 
„ ham, James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, Joseph 
"■'"Drake, Philip Van Cortlandt, James Holmes, David 
'" payton, JohnThornas, Jun., and William Paulding. 
For Brooklyn in King's County:— Henry Williams and 

- Jeremiah Remsen, Esq. --_-_." 

For Richmond County.— Paul Micheau, John Journey, 
: Aarojj Coj'teiyou, and Richard Conner. 
For Queen's County. — Col. Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan 

Lawrence, Samuel Townshend, and Joseph Robinson. 
For Charlotte County. ~~John Williams and William 
-Marsh; - - ■ 

The gentlemen who are Deputies from the City and 
County of Albany, at the request of the Congress, recom- 
mended, and the Congress nominated and appointed John N. 
RJ.p.eker, Henry J. Bogert, George Palmer, Buck Swart, 
and Peter Lansing, of the County of Albany, or any one 
ornlore" ofthpm, to superintend the removal of the Cannon 
afid_ Stores (mentioned in the Minutes of the Grand Con- 
tinental Congress) to the south end of Lake George; and 
in case of the inability or refusal of those gentlemen, this 
Congress does authorize and request the Sub-Committee of 
theCity and Cpunty of Albany to appoint proper persons 
to superintend the removal of the said Cannon and Stores 
to the place afoiesaid. 

-A .Letter to_~the President, subscribed by Nathaniel 
W flies, T/iaddcus Burr, and Pierpont Edwards, Esquires, 
informing the Congress that they are a Committee from 
the Ilousc^qf Representatives of the Colony of Connecti- 
cut, appointed to wait on this Congress in order to procure 
intelligence of ihe measures that may be adopted by this 
Cpngress respecting the common cause of the British Co- 
lonies; to -communicate a true state of the measures taken 
by that~Colony, and to cultivate the friendship and harmo- 
ny wlficrT subsists between this Colony and the Colony of 
Connecticut ;_ax\d i informing that they are'attending in A'ew- 
TorkloT tije purposes of their appointment; was read, and 
fifed; - 
TAnd thereupon, Mr. Richard Yates and Mr. Morris 
are i 'appointed a. Committee to wait on those gentlemen 
immediately, and to introduce them to this Congress. 
..,- Nathaniel [fpjtles, Thaddeus Burr,' and Pierpont Ed- 
icffr/ds. Esquires, before mentioned ,as a Committee from 
thj House .of Representatives of the Colony of Connecti- 
cut, being introduced into this Congress, produced their' 
Credentials, signed by the Honourable William Williams, 
Esq., the SpeaFef, and Richard Law, Esq., the Clerk "of 
the sajd House of Representatives; and the same were 
read,. , " ,....,.•--.- 

K 'Ordered, That Colonel Woodhull, Mr. Low, Mr, 'Scott, 
ColpneJ Ten Bjoeck, Mr. McDougall, Mr. Richard Yates, 
and Mr. Morris, 6e a Committee to confer .with the said 
Committee Crorn the House of Representatives of the Co- 
lony "of Connecticut, on the subject-matter of their Letter 
to this Congress, "and of their commission from the said 
House of Representatives, and to report thereon to this 
-CpTigressr : * 

- Resolved, That this Congress will, before they rise, pro- 



vide the best ways and means in their power, as Repre- 
sentatives of the People, for the discharge of such money 
as is now lent, or shall be subscribed or otherwise advanced 
or supplied on the publick faith, to defray the charges that 
are or shall be incurred in the present exigences of the 
Colony, or that shall hereafter be expended or incurred by 
recommendation of the Continental or of tlnV Provincial 
Congress, ~ ™ .~ 

Ordered, The last preceding Resolution be published in 
the publick Newspapers. . 

The.Congress then took into consideration that part of 
the Report of the Committee concerning the removal of 
the Cannon and Stores, which relates to the estimate, of the 
expense of removing the same, andjhe ways and means 
of raising money to defray the expense thereof. 

Ordered, That Messrs, David Clarkson, Alexander 
McDougall, Walter Livingston, Jacob Cuyler-, Henry 
Glenn, Richard Montgomerie, Egbert Dumond, Peter 
'Clowes, John Sloss Hobart, Paul Micheau, Isaac Low, 
and Gouverneur Morris, \>e a Committee for both .those 
purposes; and that they make their reports on those re- 
spective matters with all convenient speed. 

The draught of the Letter to the Governour and Com- 
pany of the Colony of Connecticut, being read, paragraph 
by paragraph, was approved of, and ordered to be entered 
inthe Minutes ; and is in the words following, to wit : 

To the Honourable the Governour and Company of the 
Engljsh Colony o/" Connecticut: 

Brethren: By a minute of the Grand Continental 
Congress, of the eighteenth of May, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, acopy 
whereof we dp herewith transmit to you, we are informed 
that Ticondcroga hath been taken by sundry inhabitants of 
the Northern Colonies ; and from the i minute aforesaid, we 
are assured that this measu.re.was for the corrmron.safety of, 
the American. Colonies. In pursuance of the directions 
contained in that minute^ we have given the necessary 
orders for removing the Cannon and Stares (takeain that 
important fortress) to the south end. of Lake Geoj-ge,'and 
for securing them there; and we have appointed John JVT 
Bleeker, Henry J. Bogert, Dirck Swart, George Palmer, 
and Peter Lansing, superintendents of this .business'. ;.-", "= 

There is no doubt but that our brethren in Connecticut^, 
will, feel great reluctance at the idea "of ordering any of 
their Troops to march within the bounds of this Colony, 
for the purpose of defending the Fort of Ticond crags, and 
the Cannon ajod Stores above-mentioned at Fort George; 
but we pray you to cast away all fears of offending us on 
this occasion. We shall be happy to hea'r that you have 
placed a part of your forces in thes,e posts, with intent, to 
defend them until they shall be relieved by Troops from 
this Colony. 

In further pursuance of the directions of the Grarid Con- 
gress, we have ordered provisions to be conveyed IP Ticon^ 
deroga and Lake George, and we shall continue to furnish 
such supplies as we shall deem. necessary. ■- - 

You will be pleased, gentlemen, to appoint trusty com- - 
manders over your forces destined for the purposes above 
mentioned ; and we do assure you of our willingrress that they 
shall take the command at those places whTle^HTrisoifed by 
your Troops. We beg leave to.as.sure you, that injhis and 
all other matters we will pay the highest attention to every 
recommendatio.n of the Grand Continental Congress; and 
that we have the honour t.obe, gentlemen, yourjrjost obe- 
dient and humble servants. " ~'._ ~ , 

P. S. We pray you to use every effort to preserve and^ 
improve the present "peaceable dispositions of the Cana-~ 
dians and Indians, for which purpose we think it" will be 
necessary to' keep up the strictest yigilan.ee to prevent a"ny" 
incursions from being made into the Province of QueiecA". 

Ordered, That a copy "thereof be engrossed, and sign- 
ed by the President, and transmitted with all convenient ' 
speed. •_ ".'"""'':"'. - .......... ...■ __ 

Ordered, That the gentlemen who are Deputies from 
the City and County of Albany, be a Committee to pre- 
pare a draught of a Letter to John N. Sleeker and the other 
four Agents for superintending the rernoval of the Cannon 
and Stores from Ticondcroga; arid. also a draught qf'In-' 
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structions to the said Agents ; and that they prepare and 
bring in the same with all convenient speed. 

The Congress then adjourned till nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 

Thursday, 9 ho. A. St., May 25, 1775. 

The^ Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

For the City and County of New-York. — Peter V. B. 
Livingston, Esq., President ; Isaac Low, Alexander Mc- 
Dougall, Leonard Lispenard, Abraham Walton, Abra- 
ham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, John De Lancey, James 
Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, David Clarkson, Thomas 
Smith, Benjamin Kissam, John Morin Scott, James Van 
Cortlandt, Jacobus Van Zandt, John Marston, and 
Walter Franklin. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Volkert P. Douw, 
Esq., Vice-FresMent ; Robert Yates, Abraham Yates, 
Jacob Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert 
Van TLensselaer, Henry Glenn, Abraham Ten Broeck, 
and Francis Nicoll. 

For Dutchess County. — Anthony Hoffman, Zephaniah 
Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Gilbert Livingston, Jona- 
than Landon, Melancton Smith, and Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — Colonel Johannes Hardenbergh, Col. 
James Clinton, Egbert Dumond, Christopher Tappen, 
John Nicholson, and Jacob Hornbeck. 

For Suffolk County. — Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, John 
Sloss Hobart, Thomas Tredwell, John Foster, Ezra 
L'Hommedieu, Thomas Wickham, and Selah Strong. 

For Orange County. — John Coe, David Pye, Peter 
Clowes, William Allison, Colonel Abraham Lent, and 
John Herring. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis 

Graham, Colonel James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, 

Joseph Drake, Philip Van Cortlandt, James Holmes, 

David Dayton, John Thomas, Junior, and William 

„ Paulding. 

For King's County. — Johannes E. Lott, Henry Williams, 
Jeremiah Remsen, Richard Stillwell, Theodorus Polhe- 
mus, John Leffertse, Esquire, Nicholas Covenhoven, and 
John Vand.erhi.lt. ._ 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micheau, John Journey, 
Aaron Cortelyou, and Richard Conner. 
_For Queen's County. — Colonel Jacob Blackwell, Jona- 
than Lawrence, Samuel Townshend, Joseph Robinson, 
and Nathaniel Tom. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh. 

The draught of a Postscript to the Letter to be sent to 
the Governour and Company of the English Colony of 
Connecticut, was read, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" We pray you to us e_ every effort to preserve and im- 
prove the present peaceable dispositions of the Canadians 
and Indians, for which purpose we think it will be neces- 
sary to keep up the strictest vigilance to prevent any in- 
cursions from being made into the Province of Quebeck." 

And the sa.me_being approved of and agreed to, 

Ordered, That the saicl Postscript be added to the said 
Letter. ~ 

The Committee appointed yesterday for that purpose, 
brought in and reported a draught of a Letter, and also a 
draught of Instructions to the Agents for superintending 
the removal of the Cannon and Stores from Ticonderoga. 

Mr. Lovj informed the Congress that he had been in- 
formed that some of the inhabitants of the Northern Coun- 
ties in this Colony have designs of making incursions into 
the Province of Quebeck; and that therefore he moved, 
(and was seconded by Abraham Yates, Esq.,) that a Letter 
be wrote to the. inhabitants of the Northern Counties, to 
the same purport as the Postscript to the Letter to the 
Governour and Company of Connecticut ; and the same 
being unanimously agreed to, - 

Ordered, That Mr. Low, Mr. John Williams, Mr. 
Marsh, Mr. Robert Yates, and Mr. Morris, be a Commit- 
tee to prepare and report to the Congress a draught of such 
Letter.. 

The Deputies fbr_King's County produced a Certificate 
subscribed by Abraham E. Loti, Clerk of a meeting of 
the Deputies of thejeveral Townships in King's County, 
assembled at Flatbush, on the 22d day of May instant, 



whereby it appears that Richard StiUweU. ^TTieodorus Fol- 
hemus, John Leffertse, Nicholas Covenhoven, Johannes E. 
Lott, John Vanderbilt, Henry Williams, and Jeremiah 
Remsen, Esquires, or any three of them, are appointed 
Deputies fully to represent and act in behalf of that Coun- 

ty. The same was read, and filed.. _ . .1 1. . 

Ordered, That those gentlemen take their seats, 

A written Request from the gentlemen who are a Com- 
mittee from the House of Representatives of the Colony 
of Connecticut, requesting a conference with Mr. Scott and 
Colonel Ten Broeck, was read. 

Ordered, That Mr. Scott and Colonel [Ten Broeck have 
leave to wait on the said Committee immediately. 

Mr. Nathaniel Tom, from Queen's County, one of the 
Deputies named in the Credentials from that County, filed 
with the Secretaries, appeared in Congress. 

Ordered, That Mr. Tom take his seat. 

The Reverend Doctor Auchmuty and the Reverend 
Doctor Rodgers, attending at the door, were called in ; 
and they delivered to the President an arrangement of the 
Clergy, who, in compliance with the request of this Con- 
gress, have agreed in the following o rder alternate ly to 
attend at nine o'clock every morning, to open this Congress 
with Prayer, viz : Doctor Auchmuty, Doctor Rodgers, Mr. 
Gano'Mr. Inglis, Dr. LaMly, Mr. Mason ^ Mr. Treat, 
Dr. Livingston, Mr. Bowden, Mr. Moore._ ______ _._._"_"_ 

Messrs. Ten Broeck and Scott, who, wit h lea ve, went 
to confer with Messrs. Wales, Burr, and Mlwards, the 
Committee of the House of Representatives, of t he C olony 
of Connecticut, returned, and reported from their memory 
to this Congress, that they had conferred with those gen- 
tlemen, who informed them that they had detained Mr. 
President's Letter to their Governour and Com pany, rela- 
ting to Ticonderoga, till this Congress could be informed 
of the following facts, to wit: 

That their Assembly is not now sittings that their recess 
was supplied by a Council of War, with Timited powers ; 
that the said Council have, only authority to direct the 
movements of their Troops, but not to appoint any com- 
mand ; that their Assembly had destineTcTtbree hundred 
men to be quartered at Salisbury, who probably would be 
allotted to assist in maintaining the fortress axTiconderoga, 
if necessary; that the persons who had taken that post 
were not any part of their regular troopsj but adventurers ; 
that among these, "Colonel Arnold, franr Massachusetts, 
and Captain Douglass, who lives on the line between that 
Colony and this, were present at the capture ; "that Captain 
Douglass was a principal, and had great merit in die suc- 
cess of the enterprise; that almost all the. rest of the ad- 
venturers were inhabitants of this Colony;' that they were 
confident their Council of War would not lake upon them to 
appoint any person to take the command of that post ; that 
besides, they were apprehensive that the people now there 
probably would dispute the delivering up that Fortress to 
any person appointed by their Council of War; that it was 
impossible for the said Councilof War. to grant us any 
other assistance than the three hundred men above men- 
tioned, which they judged insufficient to mai nta in that post ; 
that Captain Douglass is guardian of the Siockbridge In- 
dians, and has great influence over, and almost the entire 
direction of them ; that he is a person of great influence 
in that quarter ; that he had raised for the enterprise two 
hundred men, at his own expense, and could, in ten or 
twelve days, augment them to seven hundred, all of which, 
except about one hundred, would be inhabitants of this 
Colony; that they recommended Captain Douglass as 
meriting the attention of this Congress ; that they thought 
it necessary for this Congress to appoint to the command 
of the above-mentioned post; and that in that caje their 
Council of War would have it in their power to supply the 
above-mentioned assistance for that service." 

Which Report being made, Mr. Scott moved that the 
Letter to the Governour and Company of the English 
Colony of Connecticut, be withheld, and the subject-matter 
thereof reconsidered. 

This motion being seconded, a debate thereon arose ; 
after which the question was put, Whether the said Letter 
should be withheld, and the subject-matter thereof recon- 
sidered ? ^ 
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And on a division, the said question carried in the nega- 
tive. 

D issentient.— Mr. Scott, Mr. Sackeit, Mr. Nicholson, 
Mr. AUison, Mr. Silvester, Mr. Henry Williams, Mr. 
Hob&rl, Mr. Tredwell,\ Mr. Marsh, Mr. Beekman, Mr. 
Tom, Mr. Fan Rensselaer, and Doctor Jo/m Williams. 

The draught of a Letter to the Agents for superin- 
tending the removal of the Cannon and Stores from Ticon- 
deroga, was read and approved ; and is in the words follow- 
ing, to wit : 

- .-.-. In Provincial Congress, New-York, May 25, 1775. 

Gentlemen: By the recommendation of the Continen- 
tal Congress respecting Ticonderoga , already forwarded to 
the Committeg^of yonr County, and by our Resolution 
thereon, you will readily perceive the expediency of ap- 
pointing proper persons to superintend the business therein 
mentioned, who will undertake it with cheerfulness, dili- 
gence, and despatch. This Congress being convinced that 
persons in the vicinage of Altany would be most proper to 
put in execution tbe directions of The Congresses, left it to 
the Deputies of your County, now here convened, to pro- 
pose some fit men for the approbation of this Congress ; 
and you, gentlemen, were accordingly nominated and ap- 
pointed. We hope, therefore, that you will not hesitate, 
but "enteFupbn what is enjoined you by both Congresses 
with all expedition ; and in/doing of which, you will please 
to have regard to the enclosed Instructions for your better 
government. 

We are, gentlemen, your most humble servants. 
To Messrs, John_N. Bleeker and Henry J. Bogert, of the City 
of Alb_any, and George Palmer and Dirck Swart, of Still- 
water, and Peter Lansing, of Saratoga, in the County of 
Albany. 

N, B, You will please to be as secret. as the nature of 
this work will allow you. 

The draught of Instructions to the said Agents was also 
read and approved, and is in the words following, to wit : 

InstrUctions_for John iV, Bleeker, Henry J. Bogert, Dirck 
Swart, George Palmer, and Peter Lansing, Commis- 
sioners or Agents to superintend and put in execution the 
recommendation of the Grand Continental Congress, of 
the 18th of May, 1775, relative to Ticonderoga, &,c. 

1st. You will immediately endeavour to have a meeting 
together, if possible, and see which of you it will suit best, 
and can most conveniently, reasonably, and expeditiously 
discharge this trust reposed in you. 
- 2d. After that is fixed upon among yourselves, that you 
. will then immediately repair to those places, either by your- 
selves, or such fit persons as you know can and will com- 
plete the business effectually and reasonably. 
- ,/3d. Tt will I>e_ necessary that you have an Armourer or 
Engineer, whose skill ought to determine which of the 
cannonjire useless, that such may remain where they be, 
and no expense arise from them. 

4th. .One at least of you ought to attend from time to 
. lime at the different stations, as occasion may require. 

5th, You will please, whenever you employ labourers, 
wagoners, or others in this service, that you engage none, 
if it possibly can be avoided, but industrious and sober 
rnen7ahd such as. have or will sign the Association. 

6th. You will agree with every man for the sum to be 
allowed him for his wages, and show the resolution of this 
Congress of yesterday respecting the mode of payment, 
that no person may be ignorant of that point. . You will 
also keep books of accounts, and make exact entries, and 
take just and true vouchers of all the expenses and pro- 
ceedings, so that you" rnay be able to swear as to the' recti- 
tude oLyour conduct for the satisfaction of the publick, 
when thereunto required. 

7th. You will endeavour, as much as in you lies, to cul- 
tivate harmony and friendship between the New-England 
Troops and all others that are or may be engaged by the 
Northern Governments in those services, and such persons 
as are orttray be employed by this Government. 

8th.. TEat you will keep exact lists and inventories of all 
such artillery, ordnance, and stores, likewise their condi- 
tion, "as i youHrhay find on your arrival at those posts, viz : 
Ticonderoga and Lake George, of all such things as may 
be left there or igrnoved from there. 



9th . You will be also careful Tn providing boats and ma- 
terials for water-carriage, in transporting such cannon as 
should, upon examination, be thought useful, to the south 
end of Lake George. 

10th. It may be necessary to inform you that there are 
lately sent up from this City, for the use of the people at 
the garrison, and others engaged in these services, one hun- 
dred barrels of pork, and some stores and materials, of 
which an inventory will be handed to you. You will take 
all these things under your care, direction, and inspection, 
and see that they are forwarded and properly used and 
applied, according to the true intention ; and also procure 
such other provisions, materials and things, as may be 
deemed by you absolutely necessary to fulfil the design the 
Grand Continental and this Congress have in view. 

11th. It is the determination of this Congress not to 
countenance any person to make any Incursions into Can- 
ada; and in order to prevent, as much as in us lies, any 
projects of that kind, you are hereby directed Jojwithhokl 
any succours or support from any person or persons, whom- 
soever for such an expedition. 

Ordered, That the said Letter and Instructions be en- 
grossed, and signed by the President, and transmitted with 
all convenient speed. 

Benjamin Kissam, Esq., dissented to the said Letter and 
Instructions, and desired that his dissent might be entered 
on the Minutes. 

The Congress then adjourned till five o'clock, P. M. 

5 ho. P. M., May 25, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
For the City and County of New-York. — Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, Esquire, President; Isaac Low, Alexander" 
McDougall, Abraham Walton, Isaac Roosevelt, John 
De Lancey, Samuel Verplanck, Richard Yates, David 
Clarkson, Thomas Smith, Benjamin Kissam, John Morin 
Scott, Jacobus Van Zandt, John Marston, and Walter 
Franklin. 
For the City and County of Albany. — Volkert P. Douvr, 
Esq., Vice-President; Robert Yates, Abraham Yates, 
Jacob Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Dirck Swart, Walter 
Livingston, Robert Van Rennselaer, Henry Glenn, Abra- 
ham Ten Broeck, and Francis Nicoll. 
For Dutchess County.- — Anthony Hoffman, Zephaniah 
Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Gilbert Living"stoh, Jona- 
than Landou, Melancton Smith, and Nathaniel Sackett. 
For Ulster County. — Col. Johannes Hardenbergh, James 
Clinton, Egbert Dumond, Christopher Tappen, John 
Nicholson, and Jacob Hornbeck. 
For Orange County. — John Coe, "David Pye, Peter 

Clowes, William Allison, and Abraham Lent. 
For Suffolk County. — ColonelNathaniel Woodhull, John 
Sloss Hobarl, Thomas Tredwell, Jolin Foster, Ezra 
L'Horamedieu, Thomas. Wickham, and Selah Strong. 
For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis 
Graham, Stephen Ward, Joseph Drake, Philip Van 
Cortlandt, James Holmes, David Dayton, John Thomas, 
Junior, and William Paulding. 
For King's County. — Johannes E. Lott, Henry "Williams, 
Jeremiah Remsen, Theodorus Polhemus, John Lefferlse, 
Nicholas Covenhoyen, and John Vanderbilt. 
For Richmond County.— Paul Micheau, John Journey, 

Aaron Cortelyou, and Richard Conner. 
For Queen's County.— Colonel Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan 
Lawrence, Zebulon Williams, Samuel Townshend, Jo- 
seph Robinson, and Nathaniel Tom. 
For Charlotte County.- — John Williams, William Marsh. 

The Committee appointed this morning to prepare a 
draught of a Letter to the inhabitants of the Northern 
Counties, to the same" purport as the postscript to the Let- 
ter to the Governour and Company of the Colony of Con- 
necticut, reported such draught ; and the same being taken 
into consideration, and amended, was unanimously changed 
into a Resolution, in the words following, to wit: 

Whereas, the enemies of American liberty are "indefati- 
gable in their endea.vours to disunUe. these Colonies; and 
in the prosecuting of this measure, evil-minded persons 
may insinuate that the Northern Colonies have hostile in- 
tentions against, our fellow-subjects in Canada: - 
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Resolved, That this Congress do most earnestly recom- 
mend it to all persons whatsoever not to commit any hos- 
tilities against the peopTe of that country ; and do hereby 
declare to the world, that we do consider every such step 
as infamous, and highly inimical to all the American Colo- 
nies. 

Ordered, That the above Resolution be published. 

Whereas, this Congress has resolved to comply with the 
direction of the Continental Congress respecting the Can- 
non and Stores at Ticonderoga, and the other matters 
recommended in their Order of the 18th of May instant, 
and wrote a Letter to the Governour and Company of the 
Colony of Connecticut, on that subject : 

Resolved, That it is necessary that a Letter on the same 
subject be wrote to the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay, and 
a like Letter io the Colony of New-Hampshire ; and 

Ordered, That the Committee who drew and reported 
the draught of a Letter to the Governour and Company of 
the Colony of Connecticut, be a Committee to prepare a 
draught of a Letter to the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay, 
and a draught of a like Letter to the Colony of New- 
Hampshire; and that they proceed to prepare and report 
such draughts immediately. 

Mr. Scott moved, and was seconded by Thomas Smith, 
Esq., in the words following, to wit : 

As this Colony has not as yet given that publick testi- 
mony of their entire and cordial accession tojhe confede- 
racy of the Colonies, on this Continent, which has been 
given by the other Colonies in their express approbation of 
the proceedings of the last Continental Congress, I move 
that it be Resolved, That this Congress do fully approve of 
the proceedings of the said Congress. 

Debates arose on the said motion, and it was thereupon 
deferred for further consideration. 

A Letter to the President from the Committee of the 
Precinct of Mamacoting, in Ulster County, signed by John 
Yoicng, their Chairman, informing that they had chosen a 
Committee, and signed the Association, and containing 
some mauers^n _the subject of Militia Officers, and other 
things local to them, was read and filed. 

The Congress adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Friday, 9 ho. A. M., May 96, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, and opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Dr. Auchmuty. Present : 

For the City and County of New- York. — Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, Esquire, President ; Isaac Low, Alexander 
McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallet, Abra- 
ham Walton, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, John 
De Lancey, Jas. Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, Richard 
Yates, David Clarkson, Thomas Smith, Benjamin Kis- 
sam, John Morin Scott, John Van Cortlandt, Jacobus 
Van Zandt, and John Marslon. 

For the City and County of Albany.- — Volkert P. Douw, 
Esq., Vice-President ; Robert Yates, Abraham Yates, 
"Jacob Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Dirck Swart, Walter 
Livingston, Robert Van Rensselaer, Henry Glenn, Abra- 
ham Ten Broeck, and Francis Nicoll. 

For Dutchess County. — Anthony Hoffman, Zephaniah 
Piatt, Richard Montgomerje, Gilbert Livingston, Jona- 
than Landon, Melancton Smith, and Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — Colonel Johannes Hardenbergh, Col^ 
James Clinton, Egbert Dumond, Christopher Tappen, 
John Nicholson, and Jacob Hornbeck. 

For Orange County. — John Coe, David Pye, Peter 
Clowes, William Allison, Abraham Lent, and John 
Herring. " ' ■ 

For Suffolk County. — Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, John 
Sloss Hobart, Thomas Tredwell, John Foster, Ezra 
L'Homrnedieu, Thomas Wickham, and Selah Strong. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis 
Graham, James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, Joseph 
Drake, Philip Van Cortlandt, David Dayton, John 
Thomas, Junior, and William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen, 
Theo. Polhemus, John Leffertse, and John Vanderbilt. 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micheau, Aaron Cortelyou, 
and Richard Conner. 



For Queen's County. — Colonel Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan 
Lawrence, Zebulon Williams, Samuel Townshend, Jo- 
seph Robinson, and Nathaniel Tom. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh. 

Captain Asa Douglass, by a messageiirwriting, direct- 
ed and delivered to the President, requested to be admitted 
to the Congress, to communicate a matter of some mo- 
ment. 

Ordered, That the Doorkeeper desire Mr. Douglass to 
attend. 

Mr. Abraham Yates moved, and was seconded by Col. 
Woodhull, in the words following, to wit : 

As hostile measures have been carried on in the neigh- 
bourhood of Canada, I move that a Committee be appoint- 
ed to draw up a Letter or Address, in order to convince 
the Canadians that nothing hostile is intended against their 
persons, liberty, or property. 

And the same being unanimously agreed to, 
Ordered, That Mr. Morris, Mr. Scott, Mr. Smith, Mr. 
Kissam, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Robert Yates, Mr. McDougall, 
and Mr. Clarkson, be a Standing Committee of Corres- 
pondence ; that the subject-matter of the last motion be 
referred to that Committee, and that they prepare a draught 
for the purpose above-mentioned, and report the same with 
all convenient speed. - : - ~ • 

Captain Asa Douglass attending at the door, was called 
in and heard ; and Messrs. Lewis Graham, Walter Living- 
ston, Joseph Robinson, and Henry Williams, are appointed 
a Committee to receive such further information from the 
said Asa Douglass as he may have to communicate, and 
to know what he expects of this Congress, and report the 
same to this Congress. 

Mr. Clarkson, Chairman of the Committee appointed 
yesterday for that purpose, reported. a draught of a Letter 
to the Committee of Safety for the Colony of the Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, and to the Committee of Correspondence 
for the Colony of New-Hampshire ; and the same being 
read and approved of, is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, May 26, 1775. 

Brethren : Having received a minute of the Grand 
Continental Congress, of which we send you a copy here- 
with, we wrote a letter to the Governour and [Company of 
the Colony of Connecticut, of which we also send you a 
copy. We do not doubt of your ready concurrence in the 
measures recommended by that august boay,Tn which we 
do entirely acquiesce. - . 

We pray you to act on this occasion with prudence and 
expedition, especially as we have received intimation from 
our brethren in Connecticut, that they cannot send a suffi- 
cient force for the purposes mentioned to them in our let- 
ter; and we beg leave to assure you that we are, affection- 
ately, your friends and brethren hi the generous cause of 
freedom. 

We are, gentlemen, your humble servants. 
To Joseph Warren, Esq., and others, the Committee of 

Safety for the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay. 

A copy of the above to the Comrnittee of Correspond- 
ence for the Colony of New-Hampshire. 

Ordered, That two copies of the said Letter be en- 
grossed, signed by the President, and transmitted with all 
convenient speed ; one directed to Joseph Warren, Esq., 
and others, the Committee of Safety for the Colony of 
Massachusetts-Bay; and the other to" the Committee of 
Correspondence for the Colony of New-Hampshire. 

Benjamin Kissam, Esq., dissented from the said Let- 
ters. 

Ordered, That Mr. Low, Mr. Franklin^ Mr. McDou- 
gall, Mr. Morris, Mr. Verplanck, , Mr. Richard Yates, 
Colonel Ten Broeck, Mr, Tappen, Colonel Hoffman, Mr. 
L'Homrnedieu, and Mr. Foster, be a Committee to take 
into consideration, the expediency of emitting a Continen- 
tal Paper Currency, and to make report thereon with all 
convenient speed. 

A Letter to the Delegates representing this Colony, in 
the Grand Continental Congress, was prepared, read, and ! 
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit: 
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; , ' - • New-York, May 26, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Upon considering the present state of 
these Colonies, it naturally occurred to this Congress that 
an uncommon levy of money will soon be necessary for 
Continental service, and that therefore an universal paper 
currency may probably become the subject of consideration 
in your respectable body. To this scheme it may natu- 
rally be objected, that it will be imprudent in one Colony 
to interpose its credit for the others. On the other hand, 
it is clearly impossible to raise any sum adequate to the 
service by tax ; and the necessary intercourse of expendi- 
tures throughout the Colonies will be obstructed by sepa- 
rate emissions on therespective credits of the several Co- 
lonies, which cannot, in thfeir nature, gain universal circula- 
tion. We have this important subject under serious delibe- 
ration, and are still at a loss for the best expedient most 
effectually to answer the purpose. We have, therefore, 
appointed a Committee of our body to give it their closest 
attention, and to report their opinion to us with all possible 
despatch ; the result of which, and our final resolution 
thereon, we shall communicate to you without loss of time. 
In the mean time, should this matter be now in contempla- 
tion in the Continental Congress, we earnestly request that 
its determination may be so postponed as to furnish an op- 
portunity of acquainting you with our more mature senti- 
ments on this important point. 

We beg leave, through our Delegates, to inform the 
grajid representative body of the Continent, that we 
have, in the best manner in our power, executed their or- 
der to the Committees of New-York and Albany, respect- 
ing "the post at. Ticonderoga ; and for further satisfaction, 
we enclose copies of our proceedings on that subject. 

,We are, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your most 
obedient humble servants. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the President, and transmitted to the Delegates now repre- 
senting this Colony in Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That copies of the Proceedings of this Con- 
gress, in pursuanceof the Minutes of the Continental Con- 
gress of the 18th May, instant, be transmitted to the Dele- 
gates from this Colony at the Continental Congress. 

Mr. WilRams, from the Committee appointed to confer 
with Asa Douglass, returned a R_eport in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit: '- 

1. The purport of Mr. Douglass's desiring to be heard 
by this "Congress, was to take the sense of this Congress 
whether they would choose to receive the Letter he brought 
from Colonel Allen for the Continental Congress, or whe- 
ther he ought to proceed, with the. Letter .to the Continen- 
tal Congress. - 

2. He was requested by the Troops who took Ticon- 
deroga, Crown Point, &sc, to solicit this Congress would 
take their services into consideration, and reward them 
with money or provisions, as they shall think meet. 

3. He was desired by a number of the Officers of King's 
District, to apply to 'this Congress to appoint him the Com- 
mander of such forces as are or may be raised in that Dis- 
trict. 

4. He begs leave to inform this Congress that he has 
expended eighteen Pounds, in advancing money to the 
Troops, and in defraying the charges of his journey in 
going to Ticonderoga and in coming here. 

Ordered, That the said Report lay on the table for the 
perusal of the Members. 

At the request of the Committee of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Colony of Connecticut, 

Ordered, That they be furnished with "a copy of the 
Report made by Colonel Ten Broeck and Mr. Scott, of 
the conference between them, and of the determination of 
this Congress thereon. 
- And a copy thereof was accordingly delivered. 

The Congress adjourned to four o'clock. 

4to ho. P. M., May 26, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
For the City and County of New-York. — Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., President ; Isaac Low, Alex- 
ander McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, 
Abraham Walton, Abraham Brasher, John De Lancey, 



Samuel Verplanck, Richard Yates, David Clarkson, 
Thomas Smith, John Van Cortlandt, Jacobus Van 
Zandt, John Marston, Walter Franklin. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Volkert P. Douw, 
Esq., Vice-President i Robert Yates, Abraham Yates, 
Junior, Jacob Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Dirck Swart, 
Walter Livingston, Robert Van Rensselaer, Henry 
Glenn, Abraham Ten Broeck, Francis Nicoll. 

For Dutchess County. — Anthony Hoffman, Zephaniah 
Piatt, Ricbard Montgomefie, Gilbert Livingston, Jona- 
than Landon, Melancton Smith, Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster Comfy- — Colonel Johannes Hardenbergh, Col. 
James Clinton, Egbert Dumond, Christopher Tappen, 
John Nicholson, Jacob Hornbeck. 

For Orange County. — John Coe, David Pye, Peter 
Clowes, William Allison, Abraham Lent, John Her- 
ring. 

For Suffolk County. — Col. Nathaniel Woodhull, Thomas 
Tredwell, John Foster, Ezra L'Hommedieu, Thomas 
Wickham, Selah Strong. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis Gra- 
ham, Colonel James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, 
Joseph Drake, Philip Van Cortlandt, James__ Holmes, 
David Dayton, John Thomas, Junior, Robert Graham, 
William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen, 
Theodoras Polhemus, John LefFertse, John Vanderbilt. 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micbeau, John Journey, 
Aaron Cortelyou, Richard Conner. 

For Queen's County. — Colonel Jacob BJackwell, Jonathan 
Lawrence, Zebulon Williams, Samuel Townshend, Jo- 
• seph Robinson, Nathaniel Tom, Richard Thome. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh. 

Mr. Gilbert Livingston (seconded by Mr. De Lancey) 
moved that a Committee, consisting of a Member from 
each County, be appointed to draw, up and report a proper 
Resolve of this Congress recommending to the different 
Counties in this" Colony to form themselves into County 
Committees, and also into Sub-Committees, for their re- 
spective Townships and Districts, and recommending the 
signing of the General Association. And also to prepare 
and report to this Congress a draught of a Letter to be 
sent to the Committees and other persons in the several 
Counties for the above purposes, and with copies of such 
Resolution ; which was unanimously agreed to. And 

Ordered, That Mr. De Lancey, Mr. Silvester, Colonel 
Hardenbergh, Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Mr. Allison, Mr. 
John Williams, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Zebulon Williams, Mr. 
Miehcau, Major Philip Van Cortlandt, Mr. Vanderbilt, 
and Mr. Smith, be, and are hereby, appointed a Commit- 
tee to .prepare draughts of such Resolve and Letter as 
above mentioned, and report the same with all convenient 
speed. 

Mr. Clarkson (seconded by Colonel Ten Broeck) 
moved that every Member of this Congress be desired to 
sign the General Association; which was agreed to, and 
approved of. 

The following Members had leave of absence, viz: Mr. 
John Thomas, Junior, till next Monday se'riight ; Doctor 
David Dayton till the sarne time ; Stephen Ward and 
David Clarkson, Esq., respectively, until Monday next. 

The Congress adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning. : : : "■ 

Pi© Satiirnii, 9 ho. A. M.,TVIay 27, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment, and open- 
ed with prayers by the Rev. t)r._Rodgers. Present : 

For the City and County of New- York.— Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., President; Isaac Low, Alex- 
ander McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, 
Abraham Walton, Abraham Braslier, Isaac Roosevelt, 
John De Lancey, Jam_es^Bee¥man~ Samuel Verplanck, 
Richard Yates, Thomas Smith, Benjamin Kissam, Ja- 
cobus Van Zandt. 

For the City and Comity of Albany. — Volkert P. Douw, 
Esq., Vice-President ; Robert Yates, Abraham Yates, 
Jacob Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Dirck Swart, Walter 
Livingston, Henry Glenn, Abraham TenT?rp£ck, Fran- 
cis Nicoll. ' — '--' 
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For Dutchess County. — Anthony Hoffman, Zephaniah 
Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Gilbert Livingston, Jona- 
than Landon, Melancton Smith, Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — Johannes Hardenbergh, James Clin- 
. ton, Egbert Dumond, Christopher Tappen, John Nich- 
olson, Jacob Horn beck. 

For Orange County. — David Pye, Peter Clowes, William 
Allison, Abraham Lent, John Herring. 

For Suffolk County.— Nathaniel Woodhull, Thomas Tred- 
well, John Foster, Ezra L'Hommedieu, Thomas Wick- 
ham, Selah Strong. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis Gra- 
ham, James Van Cortlandt, Joseph Drake, Philip Van 
Cortlandt, James Holmes, Rob. Graham, Win, Paulding. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen, 
Theodoras Polhemus, John Vanderbilt. 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micheau, John Journey, 
Aaron Cortelyou, Richard Conner. 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Zebulon Williams, Samuel Townshend, Joseph 
Robinson, Nathaniel Tom, Richard Thorne. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh. 

The Minutes, as far as the proceedings of Thursday 
morning, were read. 

A Letter from Abraham Lott, Esquire, Contractor for 
supplying His Majesty's Ships in this Port, to this Con- 
gress, (covering an order of this day from the Purser of 
the Ship Asia for Provisions,) and requesting the favour 
that this Congress will be pleased to signify their opinion 
whether the order shall be complied with ; and, also, 
whether he shall be at liberty to supply the said Ship with 
such other Provisions as she may, from time to time, have 
occasion for, for her oum use, during her stay in this Colo- 
ny, was read. 

Ordered, That Abraham Lott, Esquire, be at liberty to 
comply with the order for Provisions now laid before the 
Congress. And the Congress declare that Mr. Lott shall 
be at liberty to furnish such other Provisions, as above 
mentioned, to the said Ship Asia, for her own use, while 
in this Port, he laying before this Congress (or the Gene- 
ral Committee .of Netv-York if this Board should not be 
sitting) a list of the Supplies so made from time to time. 

To this amendments were proposed, to wit, to add the 
word first betw.een the word he and the word laying, and 
to obliterate the words so made. 

And debates arising thereon, and the question being put 
thereupon, it was carried against the amendment in the 
manner following, viz : 



For the Amendment. 

8 Orange County. 

2 Dutchess County. — (Messrs. 
Hoffman and Piatt 
dissented from their 
County.) 

2 Ulster County. 

2 Charlotte County.' 



Against the Amendment. 

3 Albany City and County. — 
(Messrs. Walter Liv- 
ingston, Smart, Van 
Rensselaer, and Rob. 
ert Yates, dissented 
from their City and 
County.) 

— 2 Suffolk County. 

8 2 Queen's County. 

2 Richmond County. 
2 Wostchester County. — (Mr. 
Drake dissented from 
his County.) 
2 King's County. 

4 New- York City and Coun. 
— ty. — (Dissentients to 
17 the Vote of their City 

and County : Messrs. 
Smith, Brasher, Mc- 
Dovgall,Hallett, and 
Beek/nan.) 

- Therefore this Congress declares that Mr. Lott shall be 
at liberty to furnish such other Provisions as above men- 
tioned, to the said Ship Asia, for her oum use, while in 
this Port, he laying before this Congress (or the General 
Committee of New-York, if this Congress should not. be 
sitting) a list of the Supplies so made from time to time. 

Mr. Smith, Chairman of the Committee appointed for 
that purpose, reported a draught of a Resolve recommend- 
ing to the different Counties in this Colony the signing of 
the General Association, and the choosing of Committees 
and Sub-Committees ; and also a draught of a Letter to be 
sent to the Committees of each County for that purpose. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration and 
report on the expediency of a Continental Paper Curren- 



cy, delivered in their Report ; which was read and re- 
ceived ; and, 

On motion of Mr, Morris, (seconded by Mr. Low,) 
Ordered, That the subject-matter of the said Report 
be resumed on next Tuesday morning at nine o'clock ; that 
the doors be open for the Merchants and others, of this 
City and Colony ; and that the Merchants of this City be 
desired to attend at the bar of the House on that occasion. 

Mr. Micheau has leave of absence till Wednesday next ; 
Mr. Pye has like leave till Tuesday morning; and Mr. 
Drake has leave of absence all next week. 

The Congress then adjourned till Monday next at four 
o'clock, P.M. _ 

Die Luna;, 4to ho. P. M., May 29, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

For the City and County of New- York. — Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., President; Isaac Low, Alex- 
ander McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, 
Abraham Walton, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, 
John De Lancey, James Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, 
David Clarkson, Thomas SmitTi, John Morin Scott, 
John Van Cortlandt, Jacobus Van Zandt. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Volkert P. Douw, 
Esq., Vice-President; Robert Yates, Abraham Yates, 
Jacob Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Dirck Swart, Walter 
Livingston, Robert Van Rensselaer, Henry Glenn, Abra- 
ham Ten Broeck, Francis Nicoll. 

For Dutchess County. — Anthony Hoffman, Zephaniah 
Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Lphraim Payne, Gilbert 
Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Gysbert SchencJ?, Me- 
lancton Smith, Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — Johannes Hardenbergh, James Clin- 
ton, Egbert Dumond, Christopher Tappen, John Nich- 
olson, Jacob Hornbeck. 

For Orange County. — Peter Clowes, William Allison. 

For Suffolk County.— Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 
Hobart, Thomas Tredwell, John Foster, Ezra L'Hom- 
medieu, Thomas Wickham, Selah Strong. 

For WestchesterCounty.-^-GQuvemeur Morris, Lewis Gra- 
ham, James Van CoTtlandt, Stephen Ward, Philip Van 
Cortlandt, James Holmes, Robert Graham, William 
Paulding. ...._...... 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, Nicholas Coverf- 
hoven. - ----- : ■-__ 

For Richmond County. — John Journey, Aaron Cortelyou, 
Richard Conner. /; 

For Queen's County. — -Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Samuel Townshend, Joseph Robinson. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William .Marsh. 

Mr. Gysbert Schenck and Ephraim Payne, Esquire, 
from Dutchess County, appeared in Congress. 

Ordered, That thqy take their seats. 

A Letter from the Provincial Congress of New-Jersey 
to this Congress, dated at Trenton, on the 26th instant, 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

- "In Provincial Congress of New-Jersey, } 
"Trenton, May 26, 1775. \ 

"Gentlemen: We, the Deputies appointed by the 
inhabitants of this Province to meet in Provincial Con- 
gress, are now convened here for the purpose of pursuing 
such measures as may be thought expedient in the present 
unhappy situation to which the Colonies are reduced, 
and which the peculiar exigences of the times may re- 
quire. As nothing can tend more to ensure success to 
the steps that may at this critical juncture be adopted 
by the several Provinces, than a uniform plan of conduct, 
we conceived it necessary to look up to the Continental 
Congress for their advice and direction, which we have 
accordingly applied for, and hope soon to receive. We 
also think it of consequence that a correspondence should 
be established with you and our other sister Colonies, and 
a free communication be had, from time to time, of such 
measures as may be judged roost conducive to the interest 
of the common cause ; and request that we may be favour- 
ed with such intelligence as occurs to you worthy of atten- 
tion, and of which our situation may probably deprive us. 
" We are, gentlemen, your hgmrJle servants, 

" Hendricj? Fishjpr, President . i 
"To the Provincial Congress of New- York." 
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;' Qxi&T&i, That the said Letter be committed to the 
Committee jA Correspondence to prepare and report a 
draught of an answer with all convenient speed. 

A Letter from the Grand Continental Congress, signed 
by John Hancock, Esquire, President, directed to this 
Provincial Qpngress, and bearing date on the 26th instant, 
was read, and is in the words following, to wit : 

■'"""'''' ' ^^•"-f *=™ "'"''_ ' ; «. J>hiiade]pliia, May 26, 1775." 

"Sir; I enclose you the Resolves of the Continental 
Congress respecting the measures they conceive more im- 
"- mediately necessary for the defence and safety of your 
City and Provincej and which, it is expected, will be car- 
ried into execution .with all, possible despatch, and with as 
much secrecy, as to the particular operations intended, as 
the nature of the service will possibly admit of. 

" T am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
. ' '._ . ; i ■■ ■- ' "John Hancock, President. 
" To the President of the Provincial Congress, New- York." 

.The said. Resolves of the Continental Congress men- 
tioned in the above Letter were also read, and are in the 
words following, to wit : 

..._■. • - '■' In .Congress, May 25, 1775". 

, " Resolved, That a Post be immediately taken and forti- 
fied at or near King's Bridge, in the Colony of New- York ; 
that the ground be chosen with a particular view to pre- 
vent the communication ..between the City of New- York 
and the country from being interrupted by land. 

'' 2. Resolved, That a Post be also taken in the High- 
lands on eacjiSi^^-QLHudson's, River, and Batteries erect- 
ed in such manner as will most effectually prevent any 
vessels passing that may be sent t_o harass the inhabitants 
on the border of said river; and that experienced persons 
be immediately sent to examine said river, in order to dis- 
cover where it will be most advisable and proper to ob- 
struct ±he navigation. 

• f 3. Tliat _the„MjHtia pf New-Tork be armed and train- 
ed, and in constant readiness to act at a moment's warning, 
and that a n umber^of jne n be irnm.ediateiy embodied and 
kept in that City, and so disposed of as to give protection 
to the inhabitants in case any insult should be offered by 
the Troops that may land there, and to prevent any at- 
tempts that may be made to gain possession of the City, 
and interrupt its intercourse with the country. 

" 4. That it be left, to the Provincial Congress of New- 
York to determine the number of men sufficient to occupy 
the several Posts above mentioned, and also that already 
recommended to be taken at or near Lake George, as well 
as to guard the City, provided the whole do not exceed 
the number of three thousand men, to be commanded by 
such Officers, as shall be thereunto appointed by the Pro- 
vincial Congress, and to be governed by such rules and 
regulations as shall be established by said Congress, until 
further order is taken by this Congress ; provided also, 
that if the said. Provincial Congress should be of opinion 
that the number proposed will not be sufficient for' the 
several services above recommended, that the said Con- 
gress report their sentiments upon this subject to this Con- 
gress as soon as may be. 

"5. That it be recommended to the said Provincial 
Congress, that in raising those Forces, they allow no boun- 
ties or clothing, and that their pay shall not exceed the 
establishment of the New-England Colonies. 

" 6._ That it be further recommended to the Provincial 
Congress aforesaid, that the Troops be enlisted to serve 
until the last djiy of December next, unless this Congress 
shall direct that they be sooner disbanded. 

"7.. That it bej-ecorpmended to the Congress aforesaid 
to persevere the more vigorously in preparing for their 
defence, as it is very uncertain whether the earnest endea- 
vours of the Congress to accommodate the unhappy dif- 
ferences between Great Britain and the Colonies, by con- 
ciliatory measures, will be successful. 

"A true copy from the Minutes: 
... ''. '"Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

A Letter of tbe_27th instant, by express, from the Hon- 
ourable Jonathan, Trumbull, Governour of the Colony of 
Connecticut, m behalf^of the General Assembly of that 
^.Colony, was read. 

The copy of the Letter from Colonel Arnold, dated 



Crown Point, May 23d, 1775, enclosed in the Letter 
from Governour Trumbull, was also read. 

. The Committee of Correspondence reported a draught 
of an answer to the Letter from the Provincial Congress 
of New- Jersey ; which was read and approved of, and is 
in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-YorE, MajTSS, 17751 

Gentlemen: We have received your letter of the 26th 
instant, informing us that your body is formed. We agree 
with you in opinion that nothing can tend more to ensure 
success to the steps that may be taken by the several Colo- 
nies, at this critical juncture, than a uniform plan of con- 
duct ; and we are equally convinced, that to this end we 
ought to look up to the Continental Congress for advice 
and direction. We are ready to establish a correspond- 
ence with you and our other sister Colonies, and a free 
communication of such measures as mny, from time to 
time, be judged most conducive to the common cause. 
Every intelligence to this end we shall most readily com- 
municate. At the same time permit us to observe, that 
either the directions of the Continental Congress or the 
nature of a particular measure may render its secrecy abso- 
lutely necessary. 

We are, gentlemen, your humble servants. 
To the Provincial Congress of New- Jersey, at Trenton. 

Ordered, That the same be engrossed, signed by the 
President, and transmitted. 

A draught of a Letter to the Delegates representing 
this Colony in the Grand Continental Congress, was pre- 
pared, read, and approved, and is in the words following, 
to wit : _______ _ 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, May 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen : You will be pleased to communicate to 
the Continental Congress that we have received their let- 
ter of the 26th instant, with the resolves of the 25th 
therein enclosed, to which a proper attention will be given, 
and the Continental Congress informed of the result, in 
due time. At the same time we_ beg leave to inform you 
that there is no powder to be purchased in this. City, and 
scarce any in the whole Colony ; and that, a very consider- 
able number of the inhabitants are without arms. 

We beg to be informed whether we could be supplied 
with any powder from PMladelpkla'orany other of the 
associated Colonies. ' . ' " " : . ~ 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter we received .this after- 
noon from Governour Trumbull, of Connecticut, dated the 
27th instant ; and also a copy of a letter to that Govern- 
ment from Colonel Arnold, dated at Crown Point, on the 
23d instant. 

To-morrow morning we are to take in consideration the 
expediency of a Continental Paper Currency, the result of 
which will be communicated to you. 

We are, gentlemen, your very humble servants. 
To the New-York Delegates at Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the President, and transmitted to the Delegates now repre- 
senting this Colony in Continental Congress, by a messen- 
ger for that purpose, and with all possible despatch. 

The Committee of Correspondence (according to order) 
brought in and reported a draught of a Letter to the Gov- 
ernour and General Court of Connecticut, in answer to the 
Letter from Governour Trumbull above mentioned; which 
was read and approved. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the President, and transmitted with all convenient des- 
patch. 

Ordered, That the Committee to report the ways and 
means for removing the Cannon and Stores fiomJTiconde- 
roga do, without delay, and as privately as possible, direct 
one hundred barrels of Pork, two hundred barrels^>f Flour, 
and twenty barrels of Rum to be sen rforw ard 'to Albany, 
towards supplying the Garrisons at Thrown Pointlmd Ti- 
conderoga. 

The draught of a Resolve reported by the Committee 
appointed for that purpose, recommending the choosing of 
Committees and Sub-Committees, and signing the Associa- 
tion, being read and amended, was approved, agreed to, 
and resolved, and is in the words following, to. wit ; 
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Resolved, That it be recommended, and it is hereby ac- 
cordingly recommended, to all the Counties in this Colony 
(who have not already done it) to appoint County Com- 
mittees, and also Sub-Committees, for their respective Town- 
ships, Precincts, and Districts, without delay, in order to 
carry into execution the Resolutions of the Continental and 
this Provincial Congress. And that it is also recommended 
to every inhabitant of this Colony who has hitherto neglect- 
ed to subscribe the General Association, to do it with all 
convenient speed. And for these purposes, that the Com- 
mittees in the respective Counties in which Committees 
have been formed do tender the said Association to every 
inhabitant within the several Districts in each County. 
And that such persons in those Counties or Districts who 
have not appointed Committees as shall be appointed by 
the Members of this Congress, representing such Counties 
and Districts respectively, do make such tender as afore- 
said in such Counties and Districts respectively; and that 
the said Committees and persons respectively do return the 
said Association, and the names of those who shall neglect 
or refuse to sign the same, to this Congress by the fifteenth 
day of July next, or sooner, if possible. 

The draft of a Letter to attend the said Resolution, and 
recommending to carry the measures therein mentioned 
into execution, was" also read, amended, and approved of, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

New-York, May 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen: You will see by the enclosed Resolution 
of this Congress that it is recommended to such of the 
Counties as have not already formed Committees, to do it 
without delay ; and that such of the inhabitants of this 
Colony as have hitherto neglected to subscribe the Gene- 
ral Association, to do it, so as to enable you to make a 
return within the time limited in the Resolution. 

As the execution of this Resolve is committed to your 
care, we request you to use your best endeavours to see 
that this recommendation be complied with. It may, 
nevertheless, be proper to inform you, that it is the sense 
of this Congress that no coercive steps ought to be used to 
induce any person to sign the Association. The propriety 
of the measure, the example of the other Counties, and the 
necessity of maintaining a perfect union in every part of 
this Colony, it is presumed are sufficient reasons to induce 
the inhabitants of your County to comply with this requisi- 
tion. 

Ordered, That five hundred copies of the said Resolve 
and of the said Letter be printed, and that as many copies 
of the said Letter as may be necessary be signed by the 
President, and delivered, with the copies of the said Re- 
solve, to the Members of this Congress, to be by them 
directed. 

The Congress adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow 



Die Martis, 9 ho. A. M., May 30, 1775. 

The Congress met, pursuant to adjournment, and open- 
ed with prayers by the Rev. Mr. Gano. Present : 
For the City and County of New-York. — Peter V. B. 
Livingston, Esquire, President; Isaac Low, Alexander 
McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallet, Abra- 
ham Walton, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, John 
De Lancey, Jacobus Van Zandt, James Beekman, 
Samuel Verplanck, Richard Yates, David Clarkson, 
Thomas Smith, Benjamin Kissam, John Morin Scott, 
John Van Cortlandt, John Marston. 
For the City and County of Albany. — Volkert P. Douw, 
Esquire, Vke-F resident ; Robert Yates, Abram. Yates, 
Jacob Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Dirck Swart, Walter 
Livingston, Robert Van Rensselaer, Henry Glenn, Abra- 
ham Ten Broeck, Francis Nicoll. 
For Dutchess County. — Dirck Brinckerhoff, Anthony Hoff- 
man, Zephaniah Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Ephraim 
Payne, Gilbert Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Gysbert 
Schenck, Melancton Smith, Nathaniel Sackett. 
For Ulster County. — Johannes Hardenbergh, James Clin- 
ton, John Nicholson, Egbert Dumond, Christopher 
Tappen, Jacob Hornbeck. 
For Orange County.— David Pye, Peter Clowes, Wil- 
liam Allison, Abraham Lent. 



For Suffolk County. — Nathanier WoodFulI, John SToss 
Hobart, Thomas Tredwell, John Fost er, Ezra L'Hom- 
medieu, Thomas Wickham, Selab Strong. 

For Westchester Comity. — Gouvemeur Morris, Lewis 
Graham, James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, Philip 
Van Cortlandt, James Holmes, Robert Graham, William 
Paulding. 

For King's County. — Johannes E. Lott, Henry Williams, 
Jeremiah Remsen, Theodoras Polhemus, John Leffertes, 
Nicholas Covenhoven, John Vsnderbilt. 

For Richmond County. — John Journey, Aaron Cortelyou, 
Richard Conner. 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Samuel Townshend, Joseph Robinson, Nathaniel 
Tom. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh. 

The mode of taking the Votes of this Congress for the 
present, and the Rules, were read. 

The Order for the business of the Day being read, the 
Congress took into consideration the Report of the Com- 
mittee on the expediency of a Continental Paper Currency; 
which Report is in the words following, to wit : 

Your Committee do most humbly report, that having 
made the best inquiry which the short time would admit 
of, they find that the proportion of Gold and Silver in this 
Colony, compared with her sister Colonies, does vary ac- 
cording to the price of Bills of Exchange in the several 
Colonies, (owing to the relative quantity of Paper Money 
circulating amongst them, their several debts, and the seve- 
ral balances of their trade,) but that upon the whole there 
is a smaller proportion of Gold and Silver in this Colony 
than in several others. That as to the mode of raising 
money for the exigency of our affairs, it will be impossible 
to collect a sufficient sum without issuing a Paper Currency 
of some sort or other. That the neighbouring Colonies of 
Connecticut and New-Jersey are indebted to this Colony 
in very considerable sums. That in the prosecution of 
measures necessary for our defence, large sums of the 
money levied or issued for that purpose must undoubtedly 
centre in this Colony, as an exchange for the necessaries 
of life and other articles which this Colony must furnish. 
That considering the two facts last mentioned, it follows 
clearly that this Colony will at first possess a much greater 
proportion of the general Paper Currency than her sister 
Colonies. That of consequence it is necessary that the 
utmost precaution be used to give the highest credit to such 
emission, in order to prevent the depreciation of it. That 
it is also necessary the Paper Currency, when emitted, 
should be as much as possible general, that it may at once 
answer the purpose for which it is instituted, and with 
greater ease flow from one Colony to another, and pre- 
serve the commercial equality of money. That the emis- 
sion of Paper Currency in any considerable quantity will 
necessarily tend to exclude from commercial circulation 
the Gold and Silver now current, either by sending it to 
Britain for payment of debts there, or by encouraging pri- 
vate persons to secrete it. That if the emission be very 
great, then exchange will undoubtedly rise, and conse- 
quently the Paper Money be depreciated. That these 
considerations will abate the disposition of the inhabitants 
of America to receive such Paper Money. That, there- 
fore, whether it be a currency or trot, will depend upon 
the security which can be given for the repayment of it. 
That the Gold and Silver being excluded, as is above 
mentioned, a general Paper Currency will naturally supply 
the place of it, provided it can obtain a general credit. 

After premising these things, your Committee proceed 
to observe, that a Paper Currency being necessary, there 
are but three modes by which it can be issued: 

First. That every Colony should strike for itself the 
sum apportioned by the Continental Congress ; 

Secondly. That the Continental Congress should strike 
the whole sum necessary, and each Colony become bound 
to sink its proportionable part ; or, 

Thirdly. That the Continental Congress should strike 
the whole sum, and apportionate the several shares to the 
different Colonies, every Colony become bound to dis- 
charge its own particular part, andTO tTie_Cc;]cJnies to dis- 
charge the part which any particular Colony shall be 
unable to pay. " ~W 
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Your Co mmittee obs erve, upon the first mode, that if it 
be followed, this Colony may not perhaps be under the 
same necessity of receiving the emission of any Colony 
which may appear unable to sink the money issued by it, 
as in the other instances ; that therefore there may not on 
that accounLbe_tlie same danger of subjecting this Colony 
to the risk of losing moneys issued by its neighbours, and 
circulating within this Colony. That, nevertheless, it is 
highly probable the jiebts due to this Colony will be 
eventually paid in the Paper Money so issued by the 
Colonies of Connecticut and New- Jersey, or that such 
moneys confined within the bounds of those Colonies will 
be so depreciated, that the persons in trade who are pos- 
sessed thereof will be rendered unable to pay their debts 
in any other way. That your Committee have great rea- 
son to believe that emissions of those Colonies will be 
depreciated in such manner, by reason of the doubts which 
will arise in men's minds about the sinking of them, where- 
fore a very considerable loss will happen to this Colony 
from receiving such money. That your Committee, ne- 
vertheless, are of opinion that in order to answer the pur- 
poses of striking such Paper Money in these Colonies, it 
will be necessary for this Colony and all others to give a 
general credit Jo every emission. Your Committee do 
therefore disapprove of the first mode, because they con- 
ceive that moneys issued in that way will not have the 
necessary general credit aforesaid, but that this Colony in 
particular will be under the necessity of receiving very con- 
siderable sums of money from the Colonies of Connecticut 
and New-Jersey, which those Colonies may not be able to 
repay; and if so, that then the circulation of such money 
in this Colony will prevent the future admission of Gold 
and Silver, and consequently raise the par of exchange 
between this Colony and Great Britain, so as greatly to 
distress the general commerce of this Colony, besides the 
loss which must be sustained by tbose individuals who be- 
come possessed of such depreciated moneys. 

As to the second mode, your Committee observe, that it 
will give much greater credit and currency to the moneys 
so issued than the first, and consequently will better an- 
swer the ends for which it is designed. That such credit 
and currency will also, in a great measure, prevent the ac- 
cumulation of it in this Colony, and dissipate it through 
those channels of trade in which the Gold and Silver now 
flow, so as to preserve the commercial equality of money 
above stated. _ That, nevertheless, your Committee are of 
opinion that if any default shall happen in sinking the mo- 
neys issued by this mode, such default will be made by the 
adjacent Colonies of Connecticut and New-Jersey, or one 
of them, and that, therefore, although there are greater 
advantages attending this mode than the former, yet it is 
subject to all the same inconveniences with respect to this 
Colony. 

Your Committee do now observe, upon the last mode, 
that It will he attended with the advantage of higher and 
more universal credit than either of the former, and conse- 
quently, as to the general cause, will best answer the great 
end of its institution. That this advantage is attended with 
a very great disadvantage as to this Colony, because this 
Colony may by that means be subjected to the payment 
of her own proportion, and also to a proportion of the part 
of such Colony as may become bankrupt by her over exer- 
tions, in this controversy. Your Committee, however, do 
Conceive, that if any Colony or Colonies shall be deficient 
in this respect, it will most probably be those which are im- 
mediately adjacent to this. That the greater part of the 
moneys designated for them to refund will necessarily cir- 
culate in" this. Colony, and therefore in it the deficiencies 
which shall so happen will be most sensibly felt. That in 
such case, if the Colonies are generally pledged for each 
other, and do severally perform their engagements, then 
this Colony will be greatly relieved by sinking a part there- 
of in Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, &c. That if 
such engagements are not performed, this Colony will not 
be in a worse situation by this than by either of the other 
modes, but continue precisely in the same predicament. 

Before your Committee determine their choice, they pray 
leave to observe, that_there are only two obstacles to an 
emission of Paper Money : 

First. To give it an immediate and ready currency ; 

Secondly. To ^provide ways and means for sinking it. 



As to the first, your Committee observe, that if the Con- 
tinental Congress shall strike a Paper Currency, they have 
no doubts but that it will be very readily received through- 
out this Continent ; yet they have very great doubts whe- 
ther the same determination ought to be made with respect 
to moneys issued by a lesser authority. 

As to the second point, your Committee observe, that 
whenever a Paper Currency has been emitted, and obtained 
a general credit, it will be a new bond of union to the As- 
sociated Colonies, and every inhabitant thereof will be 
bound in interest to endeavour that ways and means be 
fallen upon for sinking of it. 

Now, therefore, since moneys issued in the last of those 
three modes above mentioned will afford higher security to 
those who receive them, and of consequence obtain a more 
ready, general, and confidential circulation, your Commit- 
tee do approve of that mode. First, because it will most 
effectually answer the end of its emission ; secondly, be- 
cause most probably this Colony will not be burdened with 
so great a proportion of it; thirdly, because the other 
Colonies will be more deeply interested in preventing its 
depreciation ; and, fourthly, because the losses to be appre- 
hended by this Colony will be alleviated by the participa- 
tion of others. 

If this plan should be adopted, then, your Committee 
are of opinion that it will be necessary the moneys issued 
should, on one side, have some general device, and the 
moneys proportioned to any particular Colony have the 
arms, signature, &c, of such Colony on the other side; 
and that the proportion now established be _stated as a fixed 
proportion to estimate, in case ofdeficTency in one Colony, 
the aids of the others. 

All which is most humbly submitted. 

The said Report of the Committee being fully debated 
and considered, and the question put thereon, whether the 
Congress does agree with their Committee in the said 
Report? 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That this Congress 
does agree with the said Committee in their Report. 

Ordered, That a copy of the said Report be immedi- 
ately transmitted to the Delegates representing this Colony 
in the Continental Congress, and that the Committee of 
Correspondence prepare and report a draft of a Letter to 
be sent to the said Delegates with the said Report. 

And the Committee of Correspondence having reported 
a draught of such Letter to the said Delegates, the same 
was read and approved of, and is in the words following, 
to wit : ■ -J i :' 

In Provincial Congress at Now.York, May 30, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Enclosed you have a copy of the Report 
of our Committee upon the expediency of a Paper Cur- 
rency, and the approbation of that Report by this Con- 
gress. Upon a perusal of it you will readily perceive the 
impropriety of laying it before the Continental Congress. 
We send it to show you our sense, and the reasons on which 
it is founded, out of which you will select such for use a3 
you may think proper. 

We are. gentlemen, your most obedient humble servants. 

To the Delegates for the Colony of New- York, now sit- 
ting in Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy of the said Letter be engrossed, 
and signed by the President, and transmitted with all con- 
venient speed. 

The Congress adjourned to five o'clock, P. M. 

5 ho. P. M., May 30, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

For the City and County of New-York. — Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., President ; Alexander McDou- 
gall, Abraham Walton, John De Lancey, James Beek- 
man, Samuel Verplanck, David Clarkson, Thos. Smith, 
Esquire, Benjamin Kissam, Esquire, John Morin Scott, 
Esquire, Jacobus Van Zandt, John Marston. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Volkert P. Douw, 
Esq., Vice-President; Robert ; Yates, Abraham Yates, 
Jacob Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Dirck Swart, Walter 
Livingston, Robert Van Rensselaer, Henry Glenn, Abra- 
ham Ten Broeck, and FrancisT^icon\ 

For Dutchess County.— Anthony "Hoffman, Zephaniah 
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Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Ephraim Payne, Gilbert 
Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Gysbert Schenck, Me- 
lancton Smith, Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster Cou nty. — Col. Johannes Hardenbergh, Col. 

. > James Clinton . Egbert Dumond, Christopher Tappen, 
John Nicholson, Esquire, Jacob Hornbeck, Esquire. 

For Orange County. — David Pye, Peter Clowes, William 
Allison, Col. Abraham Lent, 

For Suffolk County.'— Col. Nathaniel Woodhull, John 
Sloss Hobart, Thomas Tredvvell, John Foster, Ezra 
L'Hommedieu, Thomas Wickham, Selah Strong. 

For Wes tchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis 
Graham, Col. James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, 
Major Philip Van Cortlandt, Colonel James Holmes, 
Robert Graham, and William Paulding. 

Fo r Kv ig's County^— Johannes E. Lott, Henry Williams, 
Jeremiah Remsen,TheodorusPolhemus, John Leffertse, 
- ^Nicholas Co venhoven, John Vanderbilt. ... _ 

For Richmond County. — John Journey, Aaron Cortelyou, 
Richard Conner, 

For Queen's County. — Col. Jacob .BlackweJl, Jonathan 
Lawrence, Zebulon Williams, Joseph Robinson, Na- 
thaniel Tom. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh, . 

Mr. Scott moved that the subject matter of the Resolves 
of the. Continental Congress on the 25th of May instant, 
and transmitted to this Congress, be immediately taken 
into consideration, ._ ., 

And that part of the said Resolves which directs the 
fortifying a Post at King's Bridge, was accordingly taken 
into coinsideration. 

Ordered, That Captain Montgomerie, Mr ;_&lenn, Mr. 
Robert Yates, Colonel Van Cortlandt, and Col. Holmes, 
be a Committee to view the ground at or near King's 
.Bridge, and report to this Congress whether the ground 
near King's Bridge will admit of making a Fortification 
there that will be tenable ; and at what particular place the 
ground will admit of making the; best. and. most tenable 
Fortification ; and that they call to their assistance such 
persons as they shall think necessary, and make report to 
this. Congress with all convenient, spe'ed. 

The Congress then took into. consideration that part of 
the Resolves of the .Continental. Congress which directs 
the erecting of Fortifications in the Highlands on Hudson 
River. ._"' • ■ 

Ordered, That Colonel Clinton and Mr. Tappen.be a 
Committee (and that they take to their assistance such 
persons as they shall think necessary) to go to the Highlands 
and ..viejolLeJbanks of the Hudson River there, and report 
to this Congress the most proper place for erecting one or 
more. Fortifications ; and likewise an estimate of the ex- 
pense that will attend erecting the same. 
. Mr. Kissam moved, and was seconded by .Mr. Silvester, 
in the words following, to wit : 

_- Forasmuch as a reconciliation between Great Britain 
and!. these Colonies, Ton constitutional principles, is essen- 
tial to. the well-being of both Countries, and will prevent 
the TForrpurs of a civil war, in which this Continent is now 
about "to be Involved, it is therefore the indispensable_duty 
of this. Congress to communicate to., the Delegates of this 
Colony InlConiinenLal Congress their sentiments . respect- 
ing the terjns ofmch. reconcD'iation:. I therefore move, that 
a CoInmi.tLee_De appointed to prepare and state the terms 
on w hich such reconciliation' may be tendered to Great 
Britain, coTisistent^wifJijhe. just liberties and freedom of 
the subjectln America, to the intent that the same, when 
approved of by this Congress, may be laid before the said 
Delegates "as. dui* .sense": on this important subject, to be 
humbly submitted to their consideration. ..»,..;'■ . 3 , ■■■- 

And debates arising on the said motion, at ..the request of 
therDeputies of the City and County of Albany, and; the 

Cdnht;ies~oT Ulster, SuffoUr^ni Charlotte, • — ■ - 

JJMcreS, TlTaFtire _ same„be_deferred. „ ,..'_',_", Z_.Z 

Mr. T^x&.o«,^orn7tlie Cpfimittee. for that piirpdse, 
reported an estimat elxf t he expense [of removing the Can- 
nonTind Stores at Ticonderoga, whickwM^reki.. ::-.:'.'. 

Ordered, That the same Jje; oh the table for the perusal 
of "the Members* ^MS^IS^^MSffS- ' 

Ordered, That Mr. lOumotid^ dgsfred.to. purcnase 

Fockth Series.— Vol. ir. 



_two. hundred baiTels of F lour at Ki ngston, in Ulster Coun- 
ty, and have the same transported to Albany with all 
possible despatch, and delivered to the agents appointed 
jby this Congress to superintend the removal of the Cannon 
and Stores from Ticonderoga ; and that Mr. Dumond 
have leave of absence for that purpose. 

Ordered, That Mr. McDougall be desired to purchase 
one hundred barrels of Pork, and have the :same sent, to 
Albany with all possible despatch, to be deliyered.to the 
same agents ; and that Mr. Dirck Swart have leave of 
absence, to attend upon his agency in superintending the 
removal of the Cannon and Stores jrom. Ticonderoga, and 
such other matters as are given in charge toJiimancLthe 
other agents for that purpose, by instructions from this 
Provincial Congress. 

The Congress adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning; * ...--..._. __ _ — — -.. — -. 

Die Mercuru, 9 ho. A. M., May 31, 1775. . 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, and opened 

with prayer by the Rev. Mr, Inglis. Present : 

For the City and County oJ^JSew-York. —^Peter V, B. 
Livingston, Esquire, President; Isaac L.ow, Alexander 
McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, Abra- 
ham Walton, Abraham .Brasher, Isaac Rooseve.lt, John 
De Lancey, James Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, David 
Clarkson., Thomas. Smith, Benjamin Kissam, John 
MarstonV Walter Franklin. ~ ....._.... 

For the City and County [of Albany. — Volkert P._Douw, . 
Esquire, Vice-President ; Ahraham^ates, Peter Silves- 
ter, Walter Livingston, Robert Van Rensselaer, Abra- 
ham Ten Broeck, Francis NjcoI L ,„ ..__. 

For Dutchess County.— Dirck Brinckerhoff, AVthpny 
Hoffman, Zep.haniahPJatt, EphFaim Ply nef Gilbert 
_ Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Gysbert Schenck, Me- 
lancton Smith,. Nathaniel Sac kett.___ ,.-—„;— .-. 

For Ulster County.— CoY. J oFannes Hardenbergh, TJol. 
James Clinton, Egbert Dumond, Christopher, Tappen, 
.: John Nicholson, and Jacob H ornbeck. .; 

For Orange: County.- — David Pye, Peter Clowes;' Wil- 
liam Allison, Abraham Lent.., ... . 

For Suffolk Count i/. I— Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, John 
Sloss" Hobart, Thomas Tredwejl, John F oster, "Ezra 
LTTommedieii, Thomas Wick ham, and Sel ah Strong. 

For Westchester _~_ County*.— Gouverneur Mbrris^ Lewis 
Graham, Stephen Ward, Philip Van Cort land t, Ro bert 
"Graham, William Paulding. ~~~ T ~ ~ r ~~ -^rr-i—~ 

For King's County. — Johannes E. L ott, Henry Williams, 
Jeremiah Remsen, Theoddrus PaLhemus, John Leffertse, 
^Nicholas" Covenhdve"n|lJobn .Van derbil t.. __ ~=z ■.—-.. 

For Richmond County.— John Journey, Aaron Cortelyou, 
Hichard Conner,. ._ ;,; .; _z \zl _ HZ-Z .~ ~ "Jr-lr.tl.- 

For Queen's County.— Col. Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan 
Lawrence, Zebidon Willia ms, Samuel Townshend, Jo- 
seph Roblnsony and Nathaniel Tom, . ~_ „ 71*.. 

For Cliarloiie County.— JohrTW illiams, WilliahlMarsh. 



. The! Petition oi James]]' Ard^n, Richard Outeybogert, 
John West, and six other persdnsTsetting forth th.eir dis- 
tresses, and praying for relief, was read. 

Ordered, That the said Petition lie on the table for the 
perusal of the Members. 

The Congress then resumed the conside ration' of the 
Report of the C^omm.Utee,tQ~e~siuTOte;~the^expen^ = or re- 
moving the Cannon ahd"3tdres~ at 'JULco nder^ ga , andlheir 

"Report ;on^he w^ysand means,fdr^ th at purpos e. -_~ v- 
.And after some time spent therein, 
Resolved, That as" MesMs. r .MMidjCJffrkjon, %_emiard 
Lispenard, wdAlexamTer McDougall, have offered to 
become bound Id" ^rahani Tuolt^ Esquire, Treasurer of 
this Colony, forlll such money (not exceeding One Thou- 
sand Fiver Hundj-ed jfounds) as may be advanced to this 
Congress by the' said Treasurer jorihe present exigency, 
alFtBe Mernberijof this Congress do agree td beTespdnsi- 
bfe = Ipr Jfieif J evlri.1 proyrtions of such a dyancefiW^ise 
those gVniljrhen;snouldSd|l^ I ExcepTMr. 

. Hmrv~ WilliamsrwhQ dissents . "~| ~-~_~ ZII7 L 

■; .J^j}§, , Cpngresl jheE rfflume dllb e coris|d,erati dflilBT~t l)e 

instant' anS ;paTtrc.u|arTy*rth7a.t7pai't of the thirdlResplve 
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which djrecl4that w _t|Le^lj]jtia^of_iS 7 ew-ybrt be arrned and 
trained, and in constant readiness to act at a moment's 
warning. And thereupon, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the inhabitants 
of this Colony in general, immediately to furnish them- 
selves with. necessary Arms and Ammunition, to use all 
diligence to perfect themselves in the military art, and, if 
necessary, to form themselves into Companies for that 
purpose, untilthe further order of this Congress. 

-=■ Ordered, That this Resolve be printed in the News- 
papers, and_that_five hundred copies thereof be printed in 
handbills. 

This Congress then proceeded to the consideration of 
the residue of the third .Resolve and of the fourth Resolve 
of tlie.Conti_ne.nial. Congress, And thereupon, 

Resolved, That in compliance with the Resolution of 
the ConSnentaLCongress of the 25th instant, this Congress 
will use all possible diligence in embodying men according 
to the said Resolution. 

^Ordered, That Colonel Lispcnard, Col. Ten Broeck, 
Colonel Holmes, Colonel Lent, Captain Ilornbeck, Colo- 
nel Blackwell, Colonel Brin ck e r hoff, Colonel Woodhull, 
Wx-.Jolhmw, Mr. Micheau, Mr. John Jfilliams, Mr. 
Montgomerie, Mr. Hobart, and Mr. Morris, be a Com- 
mitreetp: report an "arrangement of the Trpops to be em- 
b_edie__d__fbr the defence o f this Colony; and to report such 
rflles_an(l.regu]ations as would be proper to be established 
by this Congress for the government of such Trpops. 
.. A draught of a Letter to be directed to some gentlemen 
m.Tryon County, was read and .approved. 

Ordered, That two copies thereof be engrossed, and 
signed by the President ; and that one be directed and 
sent to Christopher Yates, Esquire, and the other to Major 
Jellis^Fonda, in Tryon County. 

. "O^^re^^TliaTXietters to the same purport be pre- 
pared, signed by The President, and sent to the following 
gentlemen, viz: To Colonel James Rogers, at Kent, in 
Cumberlan d Count y; to Jacob Bayley, Esquire, at JS'ew- 
bmy',\ri Glaucesi_br_Co3^y', and to John Taplin, Esq., of 
Neiobury, XwGloucestcr County; and .that the draughts of 
such Letters respectively be filed, ; . 

Oxdered, That Mr. Kissnm's .motion;, of yesterday be 
deferred. uniiLtOrmorrow ..rnorpjng. 

The__Congress adjourned till nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning. ~ 

Pie Jovis, 9 ho., June 1, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, and opened 
with prayer by the Kev. Dr. Laidley. Present : 
For the City and County of Neiv-York. — Peter Van 
IJrugh Livingston, Esq., President; Isaac Low, Alex- 
anderJVlcDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, 
Abraham 3Yal ton, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, 
John.TJe_L_ar.cey, James .Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, 
David Clarkson, Thomas Smith, Benjamin Kissam, John 
TVJorin Scott, John Van Cortlandt, Jacobus Van Zandt, 

John Marston. 

ForXhe City oWd County of Albany. — Volkert P. Douw, 
T_sq., Vice- 1 1 resident ; Abraham Yates, Jacob Cuyler, 
PeteT Silvester, Dirck Swart, Walter Livingston, Ro- 
bert Va rrTLenssela er, Abraham Ten" Broeck, Francis 

Jlicoii: . . : .;;. '"7^".^- '"'." ■'."..■ , ■ ' '". 

For Du tc hes_s_ Cou nty. — Dirck BrinckerhofF, Anthony 
Hoffrnan, Zepbaniah Piatt, Ephraim Payne, Gilbert 
LFvingstojr, JoFathan Landon, Gysjjert Schenck, Me- 
_ linctfln South, Nathaniel. Sackett, 

For Ulster County. — Johannes Hardenbergh, James Clin- 
ton, Chnstopher Tappen, John Nicholson, Jacob Hom- 
beck. 

For^Orjinge Coun ty .~ — David Pye, Peter Clowes, Wil- 
liam All^onTAbraham Lent, 

For Suffolk ; County .—Nathaniel. Woodhull, John Sloss 
TjTobart, Thomas Tredwell, John Foster, Ezra L'Hom- 
iTiedjeu, Thomas Wickham, Selah Strong. 

For Wes tchester Cbiffl ft/.-^Gouverneur Morris, Lewis 
Graham, Sfep Fen War d, Philip Van Cortlandt, Robert 
; Graham,. William Paulding. .1 

Fof King's County. — Johannes E, Lpttj Henry Williams, 



Jeremiah Remfen, Theodorus Polhemus, John Leffertse, 
Nic h olas Cov enh oven, John VanderbiTt. 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micheau, John Journey, 
A_aron Cortelyou, Richard Conner, Richard Lawrence. 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Zebulon Williams, Samuel Townshend, Joseph 
Robinson, Nathaniel Tom. -_._.. ;... 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh. 

Major Richard Lawrence, from Richmond County, ap- 
peared in Congress. 

Ordered, That he take his seat. 

A Letter, signed Joseph Warren, President, from the 
Provincial Congress of the Massachusetts-Bay, dated at 
Wutertpjvn, May 26, 1775, to this Congress, was read. 

_The copy of a Letter from Benedict Arnold, mentioned 
to be enclosed in the above, dated Crown Point, May ] 9, 
1775, was read. 

A Letter from Jonathan_.Tmm bull. Esquire, on behalf 
of the Governour and Company of the Colony of Connec- 
ticut, dated Hartford, May 29, 1775, was read. 

A Letter from the Committee at.the.City of Albany, 
dated May 26, 1775, covering the Papers therein mention- 
ed, was read. - 

The several Papers referred Join _the_ Letter __f_rorn the 
said Committee at Albany,_ were read, The. particular 
numbers and endorsements of them are as follows, to wit: 

No. 2. A translation of a Letter from th_e Mohawk In- 
dians to the Oneida's. 1. 1.:_.'. : : :.: ; ~. 

No. 3. A copy of a Letter from the Palat irie D istrict to 
the Committee at Albany, dated May 18, 1775; and an 
answer thereto, No. 3, a. 

No. 4. Copy of affidavit ..of HeiMrkfei^eMe?:. .and four 
other persons, dated May 19, 1775. 

No. 5. Copy of a Letter frorn Co\orie\_G. Johnson to 
Committee at /Albany, dated May 18, 1775. 

No. 6. A copy of a Letter from Colonel G. Johnson 
to the Magistrates of Palatine, Canajoharie, and other Dis- 
tricts, dated May 20, 1775. '.."."' .^_. -_... 

No. 7. Copy of a Letter from Colonel G. Johnson to 
the Committee of Schenectady, and the Mayor and Cor- 
poration of Albany, without date. 

No. 8. A copy of a Letter front the Committee of [Al- 
bany to Colonel Johnson, May 23, 1775. 

No. 9. A copy of the Indian's.. Speech translated ; in- 
terpreted May 20, received ._at Albany 22d May. 

No. 10. A copy of an Answer to the Indian's Speech, 
dated May 23. "." ■ "T."' '~""~. : - ; 

Nq. 11. A copy of the Mohaivk's Reply, dated May 
25; a copy of the Committee's Speech in return; and of 
the Mohawk's concluding Speech. 

No. 12. A copy of a Letter from_ColQneJ^_rnoW_tcj"the 
Committee of Albany, May 22. 

No. 13. A copy of a Letter from Col onel Arn old to 
Captain Noah Lee, dated at Crown Point, May 23. 

No. 14. Extracts of sundry Letters from Qiiebeck; ex- 
tracted May 25. _: - - . 

No. 15. A List of Officers a_iid..Menjvia_ntedJprthe,tvvo 
vessels on the Lake. ... . : .-. 

No. 16. The method proposed by the Albany Com- 
mittee for raising Men. :: 

A draught of a Letter to the .Delegates representing 
this' Colony in Continental Congress to atiend copies of all 
the despatches this day jccened and befoie mentioned, 
was read and approved of, and is in the woids following, 
to wit : 

In Provincial Congief's at New-Yoik, lune 1, 1775 

Gentlemen : We this morning received despatches from 
Albany, Watertown, and /irtr(/brr/,_which contain, as you 
will observe, very importantjnlclirgonre. We think it bur 
duty, through you, to lay it before the Contine ntal C ongress, 
and for that purpose have prepared copies of the SB^|ra) 
papers, which we. received a's" aforesaid. We shall malcgrio 
comments on them, being cWtjnced tJiaJLyour ownirgood 
understanding, and the. knowledge of the state of thesgjQp- 
lonles, will render any such a_fte mpTs "useless. Our business 
proceeds, with great heaviness to r want of_the sir jgwg-pf 
war, which we_Jiave not, neitlMr___j3a_yg__ge__any powjTer. 
Money we cannot have until we receive the directi ons of 
your body, as you will . easjly Taelieve. Besides this, we 
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would be extremely happy to know that your body had 
taken into their serious consideration the several circum- 
stances of the associated Colonies, and that they in their 
Wisdom had assigned the several quotas of men and money 
to each. This information will guide our deliberations to 
a proper object, for the want of which our present attention 
is distracted by the uncertainty of what shall be determined 
with respect to this Colony. 

We have the honour to be, Gentlemen, with great respect, 
your most obedient and humble servants. 

To the New-York Delegates at the Continental Congress 
at Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That a copy of this Letter be engrossed and 
signed by the President, and transmitted (with copies of all 
the despatches received this day) to the Delegates repre- 
senting this Colony at the Continental Congress, by a mes- 
senger for that purpose. 

A draught of a Letter to the Sub-Committee of the City 
and County of Albany, was read and approved of, and is 
in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress at New- York, June 1, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Agreeable to the minute of the Grand Con- 
gress, we (being unable, as you know, to garrison Ticon- 
deroga, Crown Point, or Fort George) made application 
to the Eastern Colonies for their assistance. In our letter 
to Governour Trumbull, of Connecticut, we desired him to 
order Troops on that service, and informed him that it is 
our intention that the commanding officer of those Troops 
should be the commander of the forts by them garrisoned. 
We moreover requested him to give orders to. such officer 
to use great diligence to prevent any inroads into Canada. 

This morning we have received his Honour's and the 
Assembly's answer, of which we send you' a copy. You 
will fin.d__thaL.one thousand men are already on their way 
to the frontier country. Their commanding officer is Col- 
onel Hinman, wherefore we beg you will inform all persons 
in that partTof the country of his appointment. We have 
at present no powder in this City, nor can we possibly tell 
yoiTwhen we shall have any. The reason of this uncer- 
tainty is, that iTieUritish Ministry have taken measures to 
prevent supplies of powder from coming to America from 
any part of Europe. But you will easily see that though 
such a ttem pts may delay, they cannot prevent us from get- 
ting some;' Should the Indians again mention their uneasi- 
ness on the subject of powder, it will, as we conceive, be 
proper to mention to them the endeavours of Great Britain 
to, hinder both them and us_ from obtaining any. We have 
received your despatches of the twenty-sixth ultimo, and 
already forwarded copies to the Grand Congress. 

We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servants. 
To Doctor Samuel Stringer, Chairman of the Sub-Com-_ 

mittee of the City and County of Albany. 

Ordered, That a* copy of the said Letter to the_ Sub- 
committee at Albany be engrossed, signed by the Presi- 
dent, and transmitted with all convenient despatch. 

Mr. Low delivered a Petition of Captain Samuel Tudor, 
on behalf of himself and the Independent Company of Ar- 
tillery in the City of New- York, setting forth that they have 
not any Carriages for such Cannon as they have pitched on 
to use until brass Field-Pieces be provided, and that they 
are destitute of Ammu nition . 

Ordered, That Mr. Samuel Tudor be desired to provide 
Carriages^ Ram mers an d Spunges, and such other things as 
are necessary for four Guns, for training his Company. 

Mr. Kissam, with leave of the Congress, withdrew his 
Motion of the thirtieth of May instant, in order to amend 
the same. ._ 

The Congress adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing- .". 

Die Veneris, 9 ho,..A. JI., June 2, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with i prayers hy the Rev. Mr. Mason. Present: 

Fpr the City antT Vounty of Neic- York. — Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., President ; Isaac Low, Alex- 
ander McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, 
Abraham Walton, Abraham Brasner, Isaac Roosevelt, 
John D.e Lancey, James Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, 



David Clarkson, Thomas Smith, Benjamin Kissam, John 
Morin Scott, John Van Cortlandt, Jacobus Van Zandt, 
and John Marston. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Volkert P. Douw, 
Esq., Vice-President ; Robert Yates, Abraham Yates, 
Jacob Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Dirck Swart, Walter Liv- 
ingston, Robert Van Rensselaer, Henry Glenn, Abraham 
Ten Broeck, Francis Nicoll. 

For Dutchess County. — Dirck BrinckerhoffJ Anthony Hoff- 
man, Zephaniah Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Ephraim 
Payne, Gilbert Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Gysbert 
Schenck, Melancton Smith, and Nathaniel Sacked. 

For Ulster County. — Col. Johannes Hardenbergh, John 
Nicholson, Jacob Hornbeck. 

For Orange County. — David Pye, Peter Clowes, William 
Allison, Abraham Lent, and Jeremiah Clarke. 

For Suffolk County .—Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, John 
Sloss Hobart, Thomas Tredwell, John Foster, Ezra 
L'Hommedieu, Thomas Wickham, Selah Strong. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis Gra- 
ham, James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, Philip Van 
Cortlandt, Robert Graham, William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen, 
Theodorus Poll, emus, Nicholas Coyenhoyen, John V_atj- 
derbllt. _' " .._ "...___ .1L~._ 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micheau, John Journey, 
Aaron Cortelyou, Richard Conner, RicharcTLawrenee. 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan? Law- 
rence, Zebulon W T illiams, Samuel Townshend, Joseph 
Robinson, Nathaniel Tom. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh. 

Mr. Jeremiah Clarke, from Cornwall Precinct, Orange 
County, produced a Certificate signed by Jesse Woodhull, 
Esq., Chairman of a meeting of the Freeholders of Cora- 
toall, in Orange County, whereby Tt appears that Israel 
Secly, Jesse Woodhull, Esquireyaiid Jeremiah Clarke, are 
chosen and appointed Deputies for that Precinct, to repre- 
sent them in this Provincial Congress as part of the repre- 
sentation of the County of Orange. The said Certificate 
was read and .filed. 

Ordered, That Mr. Clarke take his seat. 

A Letter from the Delegates representing this Colony iri 
the Continental Congress, bearing date on the thirteenth 
day of May ultimo, was read. "^ _._"."_._.___".? IT" __!._.. 

Jacob Shafer, who was sent a messengerjo Philadel- 
phia, delivered in an account of his disbursements, amourll- 
ing to four pounds ten shillings ibur pence. 

Ordered, That the President pay to the said Jacob Sha- 
fer, for his disbursements and time, six pounds eight shil- 
lings. '--"_■ 

The Committee of Correspondence, according to order, 
brought in and reported a draft of a Letter tq the People 
of Canada, both in French and English, which drafts, were 
read and approved of. . 

Or dered, That fifteen hundred copies of the said Letters 
be printed in French, and five hundred copies; in English, 
with the name of the President printed to each of them, 
and that they be transmitted to be distributed among the 
People of Canada with all possible despatch. 

Ordered, That Mr. Clarkson wait upon Abraham Lott, 
Esq., Treasurer of this Colony, and obtain from him, on. 
loan, any such, sum of Money as IjeTmay "beable to tencTout 
of the Colony Treasury, that the same may be applied 
towards the present exigences of the "Colony ; and Mr. 
Clarkson, for the present, give his Note to the Treasurer, 
to be accountable to hinl for such ijiunis be may receive, 
until farther security shall be "given Tor the same. 

Mr. Clarkson returned, and reportedThatTie had obtained 
Two Hundred Pounds from the Treasurer, upon hjs_own 
Note given for that sum. — — ■ -. .„,„.„,- 

Ordered, Thai Mr. Clarkson pay die said Two Hun- 
dred Pounds to Dirck Sip art, and take his receipt for the 
same; and 

Resolved, That all the . MernherFof this Congress do 
agree to be responsible to Mr. David_Clarkson for their 
several proportions of the said TwoTIun dred Pounds, until 
Mr. Clarkson shall be repaid or otherwise secured for the 
same,"'." ~. v ~"~ " ' "" " "" ' "/"^r'TT^ "'" " :~~"~' 
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Mr. Kissa m moved (and was seconded) in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit : " Forasmuch as a reconciliation between 
Great Britain ancT these Colonies, on constitutional prin- 
ciples, is essential to the well being of both Countries, and 
will prevent the horrours of a civil war, in which this Con- 
tinent is now about to be involved, I move that a Commit- 
tee be appointed to prepare a plan of such accommodation, 
and_report the same to this House." 

And debates arising thereon, Mr. McDougall (seconded 
by Mr. Brasher) moved for the Previous Question. 

And the question being put, and the votes of the Counties 
represented taken, it was carried against the Previous Ques- 
tion in the manner following, to wit : 

Against the Previous Question. 

King's County. 

Albany City and County. 

Richmond County. 

Queen's County — Mr. Rohinson dis- 

Charlotte County. [senting. 

Westchester County — Mr. Phil. Van 
Cortlandt dissenting. 

New- York — "Dissentients : . Messrs. 
Scott, McDougall, Van Zartdt, 
Brasher, Lispenard, Beekman, 
Hallet, John Van Cortlandt. 

The question was then put on the said motion, and it 
was carried for the motion, in manner following, to wit: 



For the Previous Question. 
. 2 Ulster County. 

2 Orange County. 

2 Suffolk County. 

2 Dutchess County. — Mr. 
— * Hoffman dis- 

8 senting. 
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For the Motion. 

Albany City and County. 

King's County. 

Queen's Coun ty. 

Richmond County. 

Westchester County — Philip 

. Van Cortlandt dissenting. 
2 CharlotteCounty. 
4 New-York C8y and County. 
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Against the Motion. 
2 Suffolk County. 
2 Ulster County. 
2 Orange County. 
2 Dutchess County — Mr. Hoff. 
— man dissenting. 



Colonel Woodhull then moved, and was seconded by 
Mr. Tixdwcll, that an amendment be made to the said 
motion, by adding thereto the following words, to wit : 
" That we may be ready, if we shall think it necessary, to 
communicate j>ux sentiments upon that subject to our Dele- 
gateTaf Philadelphia." Winch amendment being read a 
second, time, was approved of and agreed to. 

Resolved, therefore, That although we would by no means 
presume to ..dictate ._to_th_e General Continental Congress, 
yet it is highly necessary that this House be prepared to 
give our seniiments. to _our Delegates in the said Congress 
upon such plan of accommodation ; and 

^Mesolved, That "Sir. Scott, Mr. Morris, Mr. Low, Mr. 
McDougall, Mr. Robert Yates, Mr. Kissam, Mr. Hobart, 
Mr.jThowffs Smith, Mr. Silvester, Mr. Payne, Col. Wood- 
hull, .Mr. Tohn Williams, Wr. Micheau, and Mr, Tredwcll, 
be a .Committee for that purpose, and do make report with 
all convenient,speed. 

. % Letter from John Hancock, Esquire, President of the 
Continentar Congress L bemg received, was read, and is in 
tKe words following : 

- '";'*: " : -','-".'* ■ "Philadelphia, May 31,1775. 

/' Sip : I am directed by the Congress to transmit to your 
Convention their Resolve, and to desire an immediate com- 
pliance with ii, so far as it. respects the furnishing batteaus, 
provisions, stores," &sc. I am, Sir, your most humble ser- 
vant, -"■--■-!-—.- John Hancock, President. 

." To the Hono urable th e President of the Provincial Con- 

yentiorrof New-York" ■.._.-_■- 

iThe Resolve of the Continental Congress received en- 
closedin the above Letter, was also read, and is in the words 
foflowing, to wit : 
-:"-. : ! .: :'•'>;.'-•>;>-;:;, S;^ "In Congress, May 31, 1775. 

"Jlejohed, That the Governour of Connecticut be re- 

Suested immediately to send a strong re-enforcement to the 
iar_rjsap;s of Orow\Pqinl and Ticonderoga, and that. so 
many of the Cannon and other Stores be retained as may be 
jiece'ssary for the immediate defence of those Posts, until 
the, further _order of thjs Congress ; and that the Prpvincial 
Coriyention^ef JV^ew-Tor^te informed of this Resplve, and 
desired to iiiraislv those Troops with Provisions and other 
necessary Stores, and to take effectual care that a suffi- 
cient dumber of Batteaus be immediately provided for the 

A. .true ogpy from the Minutes : 

■.'.'-*—---■- " Chae^es Thomson, Secretary?' 



The Committee appointed to view the ground near King's 
Bridge, delivered in their Report, and a Map or Draught 
of a place thereto annexed. 

Ordered, That the said Report lay on the table for the 
perusal and information of the Members. 

Ordered, That Colonel Ten Broeck and Mr. Dirclc 
Sivart wait on Abraham Lolt, Esquire, Treasurer of the 
Colony, and obtain from him an order on the Loan Offi- 
cers of the City and County of Albany, for a sum of Money, 
to be applied for the pubhek exigences of the Colony, in 
such manner as this Congress shall direct ; and that Colonel 
Ten Broeck, for the present, give his Note to the Trea- 
surer for such order, or the amount of the sum to be therein 
mentioned, until farther security shall be given for the same. 

Colonel Ten Broeck returned and produced to this Con* 
gress an order on the Loan Officers at Albany, for the sum 
of Seven Hundred Pounds, payable to Mr. Dirck Swart, 
and informed that he had given his Note to the Treasurer 
for that sum. " :."..' 

Resolved, That all the Members of this Congress do 
agree to be responsible to Colonel Abraham Ten Broeck 
for their several proportions of the said Seven Hundred 
Pounds, until Colonel Ten Broeck shall be repaid or other- 
wise secured for the same. 

In pursuance of the engagements made by this Congress 
in their Letter to the Governour and General Cour t of Con-' 
necticut of the twenty-ninth ultimo, and of the Res olve of 
the Continental Congress, bearing date on the thirty-first 
May, directing that this Congress furnish Provisions and 
Stores for the Garrisons. at the Posts of Tibohderoga and 
Crown Point, it is conceived necessary to employ a Com- 
missary at New-York, and Mr. Peter T. Curtenius, of the 
City of New- York, merchant, being mentioned, and _es- 
teemed a proper person to be Commissar}', the Congress 
sent for Mr. Curtenius, who attended; and being called in 
by order of the Congress, he was informed by the President 
that the Congress thought it necessary to haw a Commis- 
sary to provide and forward Pro vision s_and Stores of sundry 
kinds to the Commissioners at Albany, for the use of the 
Garrisons at Ticonderoga and. Crown Point, and [such other 
parts or places as may be necessary^;, and. also, to provide 
and forward materials for the building ofTBaLteaus, and to 
provide Artificers and Mariners to proceed to .Lake Cham- 
plain. 

.. That if he would accept of that trust he sho.uIH purchase 
such Provisions and Stores as the Congressshould, from 
time to time, direct; and that he should be allowed a com- 
mission of one and a half per cent., until hs s hall b e strp- 
plied with cash to purchase such St ores jm d PfoyisionYw ith ; 
and that after he is supplied with cash to purchase such 
Stores and Provisions, and to pay all such disbursements as 
may be necessary, that he shall be allowed]! commission 
of one per cent. 

Mr. Peter T. Curtenius agreed to be Commissary, and 
to accept and perform that Trust arid business for the com- 
mission above mentioned: Whereupon it is 

Resolved, That the said Peter_T, Curtenius be and is 
hereby appointed the . ComrnisSciTy to purchase, procure, 
and provide such Provisions and Stores of every kind, and 
to engage such Art ifice rs Bn d M arin igrs as h e sh al 1 , from 
time to time, be directed by this Congress, and to forward 
the .same to the said Commissione rs7aTj[75o »y, or any other 
such place or. places as he. shall be JirectecTby this Con- 
gress, or by any Committee .they mayappoint for that 
purpose. " ... '::.::. :::_:. l - z ":' .'..:_z£^ ..':_" 

And also Resolved, That the said Peter T. Curtenius 
shall ha^e for hi« services the commissions above mentioned, 
beside all his disbursements : and_ ._,_ ., 

Resolved, Th.it this Congress does agree to indemnify the 
said Pcttr T. Curtenius for all hk_disbuisements and com- 
missions in the premises ; and that all the Members of this 
Congress do agree to become respbnsIBIelo the said Piter 
T. Cmttnius for their several respective proportions ofall 
disbursements that shall be made bv him, and of all moneys 
that shall become due to hjm as_a_Commissary, Tind in the 
execution of the" trust aforesaid, untHTie shall be repaid or 
otherwise secured and indemnified for the same._ ;^ ; ' 

And it Is further Resolvedajid^ Agreed, That for any 
sums of money that shall he advanced or lent by the said 
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Peter T. Curtenius for the services aforesaid, lie shall be 
allowed a lawful interest until the same shall be repaid. 

Messrs. Clarkson, Colonel Holmes, Thomas Smith, and 
Colonel Lent, have leave of absence. 

The Congress adjourned till nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 

Pie Saturnii, 9 ho. A. M., June 3, 1775. 
The Congress met. Opened with prayer by the Rev. 
Mr. Treat. Present : 

For the City and Count}/ of New-York. — Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., President; Isaac Low, Alex- 
ander McDougall"" Joseph Hallett, Abraham Walton, 
Isaac Rojssevelt, John De Lancey, James Beekman, 
Samuel Verplanck, Benjamin Kissam, John Van Cort- 
landt, and Jacobus .Van Zandt. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Volkert P. Douw, 
Esq., Vice-President ; Robert Yates, Abraham Yates, 
Jacob Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert 
Van Rensselaer, Henry Glenn, Abraham Ten Broeck, 
and FranclsJVicoll. 

For_ Dutchess Co unty . — Dirck Brinckerboff, Anthony Hoff- 
man, Zephaniah Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Ephrairn 
Payne, Gilbert Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Gysbert 
Schenck, Melancton Smith, and Nathaniel Sackett, " 

For Ulster Comty. — Johannes Hardenbergh, John Nichol- 
son, and Jacob Hornbeck. 

For Orange County .—~D&v\& Pye, Peter Clowes, William 
Allison, and_ Jeremiah Clarke. 

For' Suffolk County. — Nathaniel Woodliull, John Sloss 
Hobart, Thomas Tredwell, Hzra L'Hommedieu, and 
Thomas WIckham. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis Gra- 
ham, James Van Cortland t, and Stephen Ward. 

For King's County. — Johannes E.Lott, Henry Williams, 
JeremialfR_emse_n,TheodorusT J oThemus, John Leffertse, 
and John. V^nderbirt, .._ 

For Hichmmid County. — Paul Micbeau, John Journey, 
Aaron Cortelyou, Richard Conner, and Richard Law- 
. rence". 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Zebulon Williams, Samuel Townshend, Joseph 
Robinson, and Richard Thorne. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh. 

Col. Hardenbergh and Captain Hornbeck, from Ulster, 
and Mr. Townshend, Captain Williams, and Mr. Thorne, 
have leave of absence. 

Colonel TenBroeck and three others, Members hi Al- 
bany, have leave of absence, they always leaving seven 
Members. 

The Congress ordered the stores, men, and things here- 
after mentioned, to be provided by Peter T. Curtenius and 
forwarded to Albany, and that the several articles for that 
purpose, hejeinafter mentioned, be provided by the Com- 
missioners at Albany, that the whole may be forwarded to 
the south eniof L&ksJjreorge, viz ; 

A List of Men and articles to be procured by Peter T. 
Curtenius ,ind forwarded to the Agents at Albany: 

Two mates for_t wo. vessels : 2 gunners : 2 carpenters capa- 
ble of making-carriages: 2 gunners' mates : 2 boatswains : 
2lTsearrfenlJ 200_barrelslof pork: 10 barrels of pitch: 20 
casks of rice : 4 ..barrels of tar: 500 pounds of powder, if 
so much can be g;ot : 1000 pounds of oakum : 100 shovels, 
50 spades, J 2_cro7wbars, and 50 pick-axes, to be marked 
Nexv-York: 3 casks of nails, one of 12d, 20d, and 24d, 
- each: lOOcanrrp kettles. 

The follow nTg articles to be procured at Albany : spikes : 
agin: rope: 6 grindstones : cart boxes: 100 American 
falling axes, marked New- York. 

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committeervyhi) viewed the ground at King's Bridge, and 
places adjacent.. _ 

Ordered, That a copyjjf the said Report, with the Map 
annexed.. the reto, be transmitted to the New-York Dele- 
gates at Philadelphia, and that Mr. Morris and Captain 
■ Montgomerfehe aT^ommiu.ee for draughting a Letter to the 
said Delegates on the subject matter of said Report.. " 

Ordered, That the Committee of Correspondence 



draught an answer to Governour Trumbull's Letter, dated 
May 29, 1775. 

A Letter from James Rivington, Printer, directed to this 
Congress, as also a copy of his Address to the Continental 
Congress, and a copy of his Letter to the General Com- 
mittee of the City of New- York, were read, and the subject 
matter taken into consideration. 

Ordered, That the same be deferred. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Correspondence 
draught an answer to the Letter of the Provincial Congress 
of Massachusetts-Bay, dated Watertown, May 26, 1775. 

Ordered, That Mr. Christopher Blundell be desired to 
deliver one of the Gins under his care to Abraham P. 
Lott, Esc[., and Mr. Thomas hers, and take their receipt 
for the same. ._ ...... 

Whereas the Continental Congress, in their Resolution of 
the fifteenth ultimo, have recommended to the inhabitants 
of this City, that if the Troops which are expected should 
arrive here, this Colony act on the defensive so. long as it 
may be consistent with their safety and security : And 
whereas the General Committee gf the. City and County 
of New- York, in their Address to. the Lieutenant-Gove.rn- 
our of this Colony, have requested that in case any Troops 
from Great Britain shouJd.arrive_.here, that he woulden- 
deavour. to procure orders from Genera] _Gage_ to prevent 
their landing or encamping in this City and County : And 
this Congress being informed that orders have been received 
from the General for the embarkation of the Tropps now in 
this City: We do, therefore, as well in conformity to what 
we conceive to be the spirit of the above order of the Con- 
tinental Congress, as the intention of the. _above Address, 
earnestly recommend it to the inhabitants of this City and 
County, and all others, not to obstruct the embarkation of 
the said Troops, but to permit them to depart this City 
peaceably. 

Ordered, That one thousand of. the. above Resolve be 
printed in. handbills. _ .;..._ 

In pursuance of the Letter from theJPele gates for this 
Colony, now at the Provincial Congress, of the 30th May, 
1775, a draught of a Letter to th_e_.jnhabitant.sj3f..rryon 
County was read and approved of, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit : — 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, June 3, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We lately wrote to a few. individuals of 
your County, representing the use and necessity of your 
appointing Deputies to associate with us in. this, present 
Convention, upon a presumption that you have~alre_ady 
chosen Committees with a view that our thoughts on_the 
subject might be made. known to.the publick, and. the mea- 
sure recommended carried into .execution, by a ..ready and 
speedy compliance, at least of those wlio are friendly to 
the liberties of the subject, and consequently foes to tyranny 
and oppression. Since those Jettexsjwere. senjup to your 
County, we yesterday received one from our Delegates in 
the Grand Congress at Philadelphia, in which, among other 
things, there is a paragraph in substance following : " That 
if there are any Counties in whichlnp ^gnTrnittees_Jrave 
been chosen, as we are in formed, ibere.. are, that it would 
be proper, to recommend that they be immediately elected. 
We observe that Tryon County has not sent up Deputies 
to your Convention, and v/ould sybmjj it, to your considera- 
tion whether it "would", not be proper to sehcl them a mes- 
sage, suggesting the in con v.en i e nces a 1 1 e ndln g such conduct, 
and the necessity it will lay you under of breaking off :a!l 
connections, with them.. .The day rapidly approaches which 
will determine the important pomtoTAmericaT} freedom ; 
and though there are but.very few, comparatively speaking, 
who still have not signified their:union_with their Jirethren 
in this glorious cause, yet we would have every reasonable 
effort used to increase the numb.eiiJ3f,oui^|Viejid|, as Itrwill 
not only afford additional, weight to the controvers)';, but 
probably will most effectually "destroy the expiring hopes 
of our adversaries." \ — .; -^—ir^zr:^:: ^Lrr; -;.: 

'"■-_ We once more call upon you, for your own reputation's 
sake, for the love; of your Country, anil as you tender your 
own happiness and welfare, the prosperity of the whole 
Continent, and of the millions yet unborn, that you "will 
not separate from your brethren upon this momentous occa- 
sion, who are embarked and deeply engaged in this grand 
struggle. Permit us to i entreat you riot" to" omit or delay 
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this essential requisition, but co-operate with us cheerfully, 
by redoubled vigilance and activity, and make up for your 
long negligence and backwardness. Perhaps this will be 
the last application to you, as the time is almost come that 
we should be able to distinguish those who are inimical 
among us. We should with reluctance be compelled to 
hold your County up to the publick as a disjointed and dis- 
affected part of the community. 

We are, gentlemen, your most humble servants. 
To Messrs. John Fry, Peter Wag ener, Jacob Clock, An- 
thony Van Veghten, Christopher Yates, and the rest of 
the inhabitants of the County of Try an. 

■?■-' Ordered, That four copies thereof be engrossed, signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

A draught of a Letter to Colonel G. Johnson was also 
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, June 3, 1775. 

Sir: At a time when the American subjects on this 
extensive Continent are almost with one voice and united, 
effort. nobly exerting themselves in the glorious cause of 
liberty, and endeavouring to reconcile the unnatural and 
unhappy differences between the parent State and these 
Colonies upon permanent and constitutional principles, we 
cannot help lamenting that we have received disagreeable 
accounts from your quarter, that there are individuals offi- 
ciously interrupting the mode and measures conceived neces- 
sary to bring about these salutary purposes. 

On the one hand, you may depend upon it that we shall 
discourage and discountenance every attempt against your 
person and property, and shall use our utmost endeavours 
to render themsafe and secure; but on the other hand, we 
expect you will not counteract any of the measures expe- 
dient for the co.mmon.weal recommended by the Continen- 
tal or Provincial Congress, or bythe Committees formed 
or to be formed. Should you take so unfriendly a part, we 
cariilot'ansvver for the consequences of .such a conduct; on 
the contrary, if you and our Indian brethren under your 
superirffendency, do not interfere in this controversy, you 
may promise yourselves all the protection that this House 
can afford you. The dispute is become so serious ndw 
that we cannot silently suffer our plan to be frustrated by 
our_own countrymen. We are, &jc. 

To CohnelGur Johnson, fyc. 

.QldcreJ/'Thcit the same be signed by the President, 
and_J.ransm.itted. ........ 

0ra[ered, That the Resolve of this Board of the 26th 
of May ultimo, respecting the People of Canada, be trans- 
late! mto .French, and that a copy thereof in French, and 
the copy of~the Resolve in English, be prefixed to the 
pr'ffited copies of the Letters to the People of Canada. 

A f LgUe r fo ffli Jofal Lamb - to„thJ5 Congress was read. 

;jft-Jercc/7|hat the said Letter be referred to the Com- 
mittee appointed to.mafe an arrangement of the Troops to 
be embodied in this Colony. 

,The_Congress adjourned to next Tuesday morning nine 
o'clock. 

. ..; '«■'.. x-, : -■ >- ~ - ■'■■ - Pie.-Martis, 9 ho. A. M., June 6, 1775. .' " 
Tfie, Congress met pursuant to adjournment, and opened 

with prayers by the Rev. Doctor Livingston. Present : 
' V'^olhert P. Douw, Esq., Vice-President. 

For the City and County of New-York. — Alexander 
McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallet, Abra- 
ham Brashe.r, Isaac Roosevelt, James Beekman, Samuel 
Verplanck, Benjamin Kissam, John Morin Scott, John 
Marston. 

For the CitT/Ttnd County of Albany. — Robert Yates, Abra- 
ham^Yates, Jacob Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Waller Liv- 
ingston, Robert Van Rensselaer, Henry Glenn. 

For Dutchess County^ — Anthony Hoffman, Richard IVIont- 
go'mwmy' Ephraim Payne, Gilbert Livingston, Gyshert 
Schenck, Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County . — John Nicholson. . .." . 

ForUrangeCounty. — Peter Clowes, William Allison, Jere- 
rriiah Clarke, 



ForJSufotk TJo'unTy .— Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 
.Hobart, Thomas Tredwelf, Ezra L'Hommedieu^Tho- 
rrias Wickham. 



For Westchester County. — Stephen Ward, David Dayton, 

John Thomas, Jun. 
For King's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen, 

John Vanderbilt. 
For Richmond County. — (None.) 

For Queen's County. — Joseph Robinson, Nathaniel Tom. 
For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh. 

A Letter from the Committee at Albany to this Con- 
gress being read, was in the words following, to wit : 

"Albany Committee Chamber, June 2, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: In consequence of a letter from this 
Committee to Governour Trumbull, dated 27th ult., we 
received his answer of the 30thT; whereof you have a copy 
enclosed, and from which it appears that you have sent 
them a resolve, with a request to send up forces to Ticon- 
deroga, &_c. In consequence whereof one thousand of them 
are now on their way. You will therefore be pleased lo 
send up, with all possible despatch, a sufficient supply of 
provisions (except flour, peas and bread, which we can 
supply them with) and other necessaries, for which pur- 
pose we send you enclosed copy of a list from Colonel 
Arnold's letter to us of the 29th ult. 

"We have in the alarm above raised jeveral companies 
to go up to Ticonderoga, &tc, two of which are on their 
way up. This we didjn consequence, first, of the resolu-: 
tion of the Continental Congress of the 18th ult. ; secondly 
of the letter from the New- York Committee enclosing said 
Resolve, dated" 20th ult.; and thirdly, "Colonel 'Arnold's 
letter to us requiring immediate assistance. But on our 
receipt of the above letter from Governour Trumbull, we 
are in great doubts with respect to our men already raised 
in this C°» nt y) and those who stand ready to march up, as 
we If now not the nature of the resolve you h_ave sent to 
Governour Trumbull; and his letter contains aiclause ihat 
these one thousand forces are jo^onjjnueju Ticonderoga, 
&c., until relieved by troops from this CoIcmyT&c. 

"We should be extremely glad to have plain explicit 
instructions from time to time, that we_need not wander 
aslray, and act counter to your intentions and the general 
good of the publick. . . ... ...,.._ ... 7. 777777" 

"There are some troops (twelve in number) taken by 
the Provincial Forces from St. John's, w ho rare^ow in this 
City, and who dallycalj upon this CommitteeTor theTTom- 
mon necessaries of fife, but can give the ComrrrissioneTSOT 
Agents no directions in the premises, as their instructions 
from you will not warrant them to supply them with pro- 
visions, although they have been hithertosupplied out of 
the Provincial store. But we would be glad of your reso- 
lution on this matter, and let usTtnow whether we should 
supply these troops any longer, or leave them^tq be sup- 
ported from tlie provisions here in the Tung's store; and, 
upon the whole, what you would have us do with them, 
as they are only a burden to us. 

" Please to take these matters into your immediate con- 
sideration, and send us your resolution in consequence 
thereof; and youwill oblige, gentlemen, yooT rrrost humble 
servant. By order of the Committee : 

"Samuel Stringer, Chajrmuyi p. t." 

The copy of a Letter from the Governour and Company 
of Connecticut to said Committee at .Albany y and a list of 
men, implements of war, and stores, from Co lonel B. Ar- 
nold, wanting at Ticonderoga, and enclosed by the Com- 
mittee of Albany, were separately read and7nTe37 7 

A Letter from Jolm JSLancock , Esq., President of the 
Grand Continental Congress, dated Philadelphia, June 1, 
1775, was read. . ./ _ "._7 77 ._ ..__ 

_ The Resolve of th^Cxand TContinental Con gress first 
above mentioned ^as^eaif, ancTis in the words following, 
to wit:. 7 ._"7 * 7- --77---- 7777^7 TTzTztTTTZ. ' 

"In Congress, Thu"rs3ay7 June 1, 1775." 

"Resolved, That it be reco m m ended to the Gove rn men t 
of Connecticut, or the General of the Forces of tha t Colo- 
ny, "to appoint Commissaries to receive at Albany and 
forward the Supplies of Provisions for the Forces on Lake 
Champlain from the Provincial Convej]jjqn_of Neu^Yoi k y 
and that tlie said Convention do their utmost endeavours 
in facilitating and aiding the trarvsporFation thereof "from 
thence to where the said Commissaries. .may direct." 

"A true copy from the ^linut egj ^ = ^ „ 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 
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The Resolve to be transmitted to the Commander at 
Ticonderoga was read, and is in the words following : 

_ . " In Congress, June 1, 1775. 

" As this Congress has nothing more in view than the 
defence of these Colonies, Resolved, That no expedition 
or incursion ought to be undertaken or made by any Colo- 
ny or body of Colonists against or into Canada; and that 
this Resolve be immediately transmitted to the Comman- 
der of the Forces at Ticonderoga. 

" A true copy from the Minutes : 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

A draught of an answer to the Governour and Company 
of Connecticut was read, and approved, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, June G, 1775. 

May it please your Honour : 

We take leave to enclose a resolution of the Grand 
Congress of the thirty-first of May, and at the same time 
to present you our acknowledgment for the letter which we 
had the honour to receive from you, dated the twenty- 
ninth. Be assured, Sir, that we are most gratefully sensi- 
ble of the cheerfulness with which the Government of 
Connecticut has exerted itself to support the important 
posts of Croimi Point and Ticonderoga, until our abilities 
may enable us to execute that trust which the Continental 
Congress has on that subject thought proper in the. first 
insfanceTo repose in us. 

We are sorry to present you with the very disagreeable 
intelligence that we have not a sufficient quantity of pow- 
der in this Colony to enable us at present to contribute in 
the least towards supplying those posts with that article, a 
circumstance which is the more distressing as we have 
great reason to believe that a very considerable quantity 
will bejsquired for the defence of the Northern Frontier. 

In compliance with the requisition made upon us, we 
have expedited our orders for the several things contained 
in jthe enclosed list, at the bottom whereof is an account of 
the several articles, already sent for that service, and the 
persons employed in it. 

We pray your Honour to believe that we feel the utmost 
desire of co-operating with our sister Colonies in executing 
the resolves of the Congress ; and that we are, with grea° 
respect, jour Honour's most obedient and bumble servants. 
To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour 

of. the Colon y of Connecticut. 

. Ordered, That" the Powder which Mr. Peter T. Cur- 
tenius has in his custody, be sent to the Committee at Al- 
bany, to "be by them retained, and that Mr. Curtenius write 
to the Committee and acquaint themtherewith. 

^Ordered, That the gentlemen who are Deputies for the 
City and County of Albany, and Mr. Richard Laurence 
be a Com mittee to prepare a draft of a ri answer to the 
Letter this day received from the Committee at Albany; 
and that they make report with all convenient speed. 

Henry Watkeys, a Gunsmith, was sent for by order of the 
Congress, and attended; after conversing with him on the 
subject of making Gun-barrels, he agreed to go to Ne_w- 
fVindsor to consult with Mr. Robert Boyd about the forg- 
ing of Gun-barrels and making" Muskets. 

^Ordered, That jhe_ said Henry Waikeys proceed to 
Neiv- Windsor, and endeavour to fix a proper plan with 
Robert Boyd, for carrying on Gun and Musket making, 
and on his return report tojfhis Board his proceedings in 
the premises: and 

Resolved, That this Congress will defray the expenses 
of the said Henry Watkeysjn his journey to New-Wind- 
sor, or allow him such daily wages during that time as he 
can usually earn at his trader 

A Letter from the New-York Delegates in the Conti- 
nental Congress, dated Philadelphia, June 3, 1775, was 
received and read. 

Mr, Scott (seconded by Mr. Morris) moved that that 
part of the Letter of the New-York Delegates in the Con- 
tinental Congress, dated on the 3d instant", which respects 
trie recommendation of a Major and Brigadier-General for 
the Continental Army, be immediately taken into consi- 
deration. ;_r^ . . .1 



And debates arising thereon, it was postponed till the 
morning at the request of the Deputies of Albany, Suffolk, 
and Richmond Counties. 

Dissentients — Albany, Col. Van Rensselaer, Mr. Cuy- 
ler; Suffolk, Mr. Hobart. 

The Congress adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. "' _ 

Die Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M., June 7, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, and opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Mr. Bodin, Present : 

For the City and County of New- York. — Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, Esq., President ; Isaac Low, Alexander Mc- 
Dougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, Abraham 
Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, John De Lancey, James Beek- 
man, Samuel Verplanck, David Clarkson, Benjamin 
Kissam, John Morin Scott, Jacobus Van Zandt, John 
Marston. 

For the City and County of Albany.— VolkerfP. Douw, 
Esq., Vice-President; Robert Yates,_ Abraban^ Yates, 
Jacob Cuyler, Henry Glenn, Peter Slfvester, Walter 
Livingston, Robert Van Rensselaer. '_ """ j 

For Dutchess County.—, Dirck Brinckerhoff, Anthony Hoff- 
man, Richard Montgomene, Gysbert Schenck, Ephiairn 
Payne, Gilbert Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Nathaniel 
Sackett. 7 ." 

For Ulster County. — John Nicholson. ___ ~ ___ ' 

For Orange County. — Peter Clowes/WDliarn Allison, and 
Jeremiah Clark. . .__ -7„..,' ,. 

For Suffolk County.— Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 
Hobart,^ Thomas Tre'dwell", Ezra T/Hommedjeu, "Tho- 
mas Wickham, '._ ;. . _ '-_ j: \ " : ;:_i_ 

For Westchester County.^- GoirveTrreirr Morris, Lewis Gra- 
ham, James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, Joseph 
Drake, James Holmes, David Dayton, John Thomas, 
Junior. ~ .._...- ...... ._____„ 

For King's County.— Johannes EVXoit, Henry^WTlTiams, 
Jeremiah Remsen, Th'eodorus Pojhermjsj John Lefiertse. 

For Richmond County.— John Journey, Richard Conner,. 
Richard Lawrence. : _~.'_~t"-7 ; __ ^'_~ri '."trz.":^!.' 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Joseph Robinson, Nathaniel Tom. 

For Charlotte County.— John Williams, William Marsh, 

Mr. Morris, from the Committee for that purpose, re- 
ported a draught of a Letter to. the New-York ^Delegates 
at the Continental Congress, on the. subject of erectinVa 
Fortification at King's Bridge. The same was read a°nd 
approved of, and is in the words following: 

In Provincial Congress at New-York, "June 7, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Upon receiving life ^resolutions l>rThe 
Congress which relate to, the fortifying King's Bridge 
&,c, we appointed Committees t o "vi ew those places. Qur 
Committee from King's' Bridge made" a report the third 
instant, of which we send you a copy. We have only to 
add, that by reason of the easinesioljipproach, which will 
arise from the great irregularityoT the ground on Manhat- 
tan's Island, especially to the npnhward, no fortification can 
be so constructed as to be tenablelfor Jany length of "time: 
and even if such thing were practicable, yet if the enemy 
aresuperiour in the field, then, as they must necessarily 
command the rivers, such fortification might be reduced by 
famine, if not otherwise, to be taken ^Jtlbllow^jhcrefnrR, 
that if the post is to be fortified, witiraview to renderTt a 
magazine or place of, arms, that no parFof the "island Is 
properly adapted to that .pu^pose; t l_:^..'~:.:I^:;.:-::"_'-.::.- 
/ ;Co.n5ia>l•irlg it in the light of a post for preserving the 
communication between the -city and country, upon a 
supposition that the rivers are occupied by ships-of-war, 
then if the place marked A ucie -tiong and capable of 
sustaining a regular siege, <till a bod> "o7TorcZe_s on the 
island could as effectual!) cut off the' communication in 
many other places. On the other hand, if the enemv 
should possess themselves of the post A7besidcsjh at it L s 
commanded by the two heights marked B, particularly 
Tippctt's Hill, yet it would by no m eans serve to cut 
off the communication, hqcauseit would be _eas y to cross 
Harlem River in^ boats, with a body of forces, in several 
places, where no vessel-of-war.cmjdiJay without '"being ex- 
posed to fire froifi such very high grounds as to be quite 
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out of the reach .of her artillery ; and also because that 
river is ford'able in places which are covered from any fire 
which. can be made from the said post. And not only 
woul d the ene my's possession be ineffectual for their pur- 
poses, it would also_b_ring on them certain destruction ; for 
t hat it would be v ery easy to cut off their retreat to the 
Town, and, from the great elevation of ground above the 
river, to prevent any relief which they would, receive from 
vesisels^of-war ; wherefore, if we have the superiority in 
theTield, they would be with great ease driven from that 
pSST, '"BT starved in it. 

This place, therefore, (the only one which can secure 
the bridges.) being of little consequence to us, and of still 
less to them, we are of opinion that it. would be very 
imprudent to fortify it at present, because the expense will 
be^much greater than after we. have troops embodied, 
wTKTcan perioral mucITof the labour, and also for a reason 
mentioned in the report of our Committee.. ._ 

' You will take, notice, gentlemen, that we have no am- 
munuion^ "nor any Engineer— two most. necessary imple- 
rTients'of war, you will certainly acknowledge ; the first we 
hope for from the endeavours of our merchants, the last 
you" will take, some care to procure, if to be had amongst 
you. 

Be assured that we have the greatest willingness to obey 
theTesolutronsof the Grand Congress ; and if in their wis- 
dom they shall think fit to overrule the reasons which we 
] ia tej3ife:ed,"cro7ibTnorthat we shall use our utmost efforts 

to;"coTTTply with TfTeir requisitions.. ... 

We are, gentlemen, your most humble servants, 
Tpjhe iVe.itf-Yo,r£_Delegates in Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy of this Letter be engrossed, signed 
by the President, and, together with a copy of the Report 
therein mentioned, and a copy of a Draught or Plan therein 
mentioned, be "transmitted by the first conveyance.^ ; 

The.T$.eport above-mentioned is in the words following, 
to wit: 

We, your Committee appointedjo view the; ground in 
the enVirons x>l_King's Bridge, do most humbly report: 

That in obedience to your commands we have" examined 
.the heights in that neighbourhood, taking such .. assistance 
as .the shortness of the notice permitted us to procure, - and 
are of.opiiiion that a post (capable of containing three hun- 
dred men) erected on.the higfr ground adjoining Mr. Hyatt's 
house, marked A in the annexed map, will answer the pur- 
pose proposed by the Continental Congress in ...their, requi- 
sition, so ; far as the occupying that bridge can contribute to 
the keeping up a communication between^the. country and 
this city ; for wlleg leave to observe, that an enemy may 
land and sejze.on several posts in this island capable of 
interrupting, though not totally cutting off thai communica- 
tion, held up as a point of so much importance by the Con- 
tinental Congress. We are farther of opinion that this work 
should be constructed by troops when embodied and ready 
to occupy it, your Comrnittee being humbly of opinion it 
would be the highest imprudence to erect, a fortification 
before "we have the means of defending it. By this; mode of 
proceeding _the. expense will. also be. very much reduced. 
We believe that though there be no water immediately on 
the spot proposed for this post, yet means may be fallen upon 
to cover thosewhp go to a well sunk in the.adjointng low 
(/round, near Mr._IIj/a«'s house, especially aswecbn^erve 
tbisposf is. not supposed to sustain, any Tegular attack, or 

of many hours' duration, without relief. We think fas- 

cihesthe cheapest and best materials to face, jlns work, and 
that an abattis or fallen wood will contribute; mu[qh tp the 
security of the post. With. respect to the particular form 
and dimensions, your "Committee dare not Venture (with- 
out the assistance of an Engineer) to; recTDmniend any par- 
ticular plan_to your cpn.sid_eratioii,:and. therefore "pray your 
attentioTi to provide a person of experience in this line of 
mijftary scienrj; ±A11. which is"mpst humbly" submitted. 
By order of the Committee : .: . ^l . Tr!:^"'. 

Jajmes Yan Cobtlandt, Chairman. 

"" " TECP » J er - ° Ll)l£, P a 7 being read, the Congress resumed 
"" thycmiSja^atT on of *tEW "Letter from the r DelegateJ 6Y this 
CoIbny"at~the .Continental "Congress"; and jajtei Jjrogjirne 
spent. therein t he Co ngress unanimous] y resph'.eijndjgreed 
thafCotpnif Philip Schuyler is the most proper' person in 



this Colony to be recommended, as a Major-General, and 
Richard Montgomerie, Esq., as a Brigadier-General. 

And Ordered, That Mr. Scott and Mr. Morris be a 
Committee to prepare and report the draft of a Letter to 
our Delegates at the Continental Congress, informing them 
of our sentiments on this subject, and the reasons of our 
choice. 



The Committee appointed for that purpose, reported a 
draft of a Report of additional. Artificers and Stores to tffi 
forwarded to Ticonderoga. The same was read and agreed 
to, and is in the words and figures following, to wit : 
-.- The Committee having considered the requisition on this 
Colony made by Colonel B. Arnold, commandant at 21- 
conderoga, for provisions and stores, &,c, transmitted to this 
Congress by the Committee of Albany, and at the same 
time^compared it with the list of supplies already ordered to 
be sent, do report, that the following additional stores, Si&r, 
ought to be provided and sent; 10. men of the train oi 
artillery : 12 ship carpenters and caulkers : 2 gunsmiths : 2 
blacksmiths: 2 masons: 100 hatchets: 20 broadaxes: 50 
spades: 50 hoes : the iron work for '4 gins and blocks^; 
8 falls for do, of 4 J inch rope : 1 coil 2J inch rope, 1 coil 
2 inch rope, 1 coil 1 i inch rope, 100 fathoms each : 4 
pieces ravens du_ck.:„40 pounds sewing twine : 10 dozen 
of sail and bolt rope needles : 1 dozen palms : 2 seines, 
30 fathom long, capt 12 feet, and arms 6 feet deep, of 
coarse twine, meshes l£ inch square: 2 dozen of nail ham- 
mers : 1 faggot of steel. . 

As to the oxen, carts, &c, mentioned in the said requi- 
sition, your Committee are of opinion that those can he 
procured in the, neighbourhood of that post. 

Ordered, That a copy thereoT be made and delivered 
to Peter T. Curtenivs, and that he be desired to obtain 
the said Artificers, Men, and Store.s, and forward the same 
to Albany with all possible despatch. 

The same Committee als ore ported a draft of a Letter 
to the Committee pf Albany, which was read and approved 
of, and is in" the words following, to wit : 

New-York Provincial Congress, June~7, 1775. 

- Gentlemen: Before; tliis^jonjes .lpjiand you will. .be 
furnished with pur directions^ dateH jst ; instant. We are . 
convinced of the. necessity of giving you explicit instruc- 
tions respecting your conduct ; Tiut "the variety of business 
in which this Congress has been. engaged, and the time 
which is necessarily taken up in our friendly intercourse 
with the Continental Congress and the Colony of Conmc- 
ticut, does necessarily occasioirat times an apparent delay 
in our directionsLtp you. 

We highly "approve of vout ?;eal and activity in raising 
troops, but request you not 16 proceed in making farther 
levies until further "orders. The two companies raised in 
your County and already on theirj march, you will sujer 
to proceed to Join the forces at Ticonderoga ; but must 
observe to you, that, by the.direction^pf jhe. Continental 
Congress, their pay will standon the_samejppting with that 
of the Eastern. Colonies, without .allowing bounties or cloth- 
ing to the men ; and" that they are to continue in the ser- 
vice until the Jast_day of jDecemiernext, unless the Con- 
tinental Congress shall direct thauhey be sooner disbanded. 

Those, compa nies who are u n der your direction formed, 
and not sent up, you will continue in pay, if your engage- 
ment with "them _wj,ll not justify your discharging thejtn ; 
and request that you send to:_this Congre ss a return of J he 
officers and nfen in each, compahy-' ~ " "=:■ . 

The troops "taken: at St. . Mw '^whp ar e with you, should 
remain at llpelfy,' and they may probably be of service in 
instructing your inhabitants thg,military" exercise. If they 
refuse earning their bread^rrLiins, or any other way, it is 
however, the intention of t his Congress that t hey shallre- 
ceive their. subsjstericeVom pXtheJ ^lony provisions. 

Enclosed we. send you a copy oT a letter from tie Con- 
tinental Congress^ and their res olve re specting the appoint- 
ment of Commissaries for receiving supplies of provisions 
atAlbany. ^" -.- -.- -^^^^..^-^..--.--.^r.^.:. 

Enclosed is. als o a .c opy of a resolve of the Grand 

Congress to discom-age any incursions into Canada :...but 

"this has in some mea sure been anticipated by a foTO er 

rSplutipn -of 'tlris" ^ouse T' "already published, as well as. 

ypffr reijuestTresp^clingPur lett er to G ove rnour Trumbull 
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a copy of which has been sent you by Colonel Ten 
Broeck. We are, Sic. 

Ordered, That a copy of the said Letter to the Com- 
mittee of Albany be engrossed, signed by the President, 
and transmitted. 

The gentlemen appointed a Committee for that purpose, 
reported draughts of two several Letters to the Delegates of 
this Colony at the Grand Continental Congress, which were 
severally read and approved, and are in the words follow- 
ing, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, June 7, 1 775. 

Gentlemen : Your favour of the third instant we have 
received, and are happy to find that we have the honour 
of your concurrence in our sentiments on the subject of 
emitting a Paper Currency. We pray leave to add, that 
unless your respectable body shall make some speedy 
order with relation to the levying of money, it will be im- 
possible for us to comply with their further requests. 
Publick faith has been stretched as far as it will go, and 
the pledge of a future fund to be hereafter devised, hath 
been trusted to its full value. We have engaged ourselves 
personally, and further we cannot proceed, unless every 
private gentlemen amongst us will consent to sacrifice his 
own property to the pressing calls made upon him by the 
publick. 

The importance, the necessity of attention to Indian 
affairs, is deeply impressed on our minds, because our pub- 
lick peace is more endangered by the situation of the bar- 
barians to the westward of us, than it can be by any inroads 
made upon the sea-coast. Britain will spare the last for 
her own sake, and policy will teach her Ministers to light 
up an Indian war upon our frontiers, that we may be driven 
for protection to embrace their terms of slavery. To 
obviate such evils will, we hope, occupy a considerable 
share of your wise attention. We do not presume to dic- 
tate any measure to you, being confident of your prudence 
and knowledge ; at the same time we submit it to your con- 
sideration whether it is proper to leave the management of 
the numerous tribes of Indians entirely in the hands of per- 
sons' appointed and paid by the Crown. If it be not, then 
you will best be able to determine the proper remedy for 
this evil, and whether it will not be both politick and just to 
nominate a Continental Superintendent of Indian affairs, 
and provide ways and means to defray the expenses of his 
office; or whether we may not have greater cause to appre- 
hend danger from such appointment than by suffering these 
things to flow in their former channel, seeing that the In- 
dians have already declared their willingness to preserve 
peace unless their Superintendent shall be molested. 

We have hitherto received no sufficient supply of pow- 
der or other ammunition for the defence of our Colony ; and 
whilst we regret our present inability, we beg leave to assure 
you, that if Connecticut can furnish a sufficient store for 
the garrisons of Ticonderoga and Crown Point, (posts 
which are necessary for our mutual protection,) as ,soon as 
it is in our power we shall gladly replace the expenditure. 

The extensive qualifications necessary to form the Gene- 
ral, are far beyond the reach of our humble abilities, and 
better fitted to the wisdom of the Continental Congress. 
We feeLourselyes under the deepest obligations to you for 
enabling us to recommend persons to the offices of Major 
and Brigadier-General. We are sensible of the extent of 
this condescension, and are equally affected by the honour 
of the trust, and our incapacity to execute it. 

Courage, prudence, readiness in expedients, nice per- 
ception, sound judgment and great attention, these are a 
few of the natural qualities which appear to us to be pro- 
per. To these ought to be added an extensive acquaint- 
ance with the sciences, particularly the various branches of 
mathematiek knowledge, long practice in the military art, 
and, above all, a knowledge of mankind. On a General 
in America^ fortune also should bestow her gifts, that he 
may rather communicate lustre to his dignities than receive 
it, and that his country in his property, his T kindred, and 
connexions, may have sure pledges that he will faithfully 
perform the duties of his high office, and readily lay down 
his power when the general weal shall require it. 

Since we cannot do all that we wish, we will go as far 
towards it as we can, and therefore you will not be sur- 
prised to hear that we are unanimous in the choice of Colo- 



nel Philip Schuyler, and Captain Richard Montgomerie, 
to the offices of Major and Brigadier-General. If we knew 
how to recommend them to your notice more strongly 
than by telling you that, after considering the qualifications 
above stated, these gentlemen were approved of without a 
single dissent, our regard to the publick service would cer- 
tainly lead us to do it in the most forcible terms ; nor will 
we enter into a minute detail of the character and situa- 
tions of two gentlemen with whom our Delegates cannot 
but be acquainted. In a word we warmly recommend 
them, because we have no doubt but their appointment 
will give general satisfaction. 

We beg leave to assure you, gentlemen, that we are, &c. 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, June 7, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The Colonies of Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut have formed their respective armies, and nomi- 
nated to the general command of them; the supposition 
that in case a Continental Army should be established by 
authority of your respectable body, their officers will be 
permitted to preserve their respective ranks, appears to us 
highly probable. In this view, we think it not improba- 
ble that we should be called on for a recommendation to 
fill the offices in the military appointment of this Colony. 
We lake the liberty for the present to furnish you with our 
sentiments on the appointment of a Major and Brigadier- 
General ; and submit them to your superiour wisdom, either 
for use or concealment. Our only motive is to prevent a 
delay that might otherwise be occasioned by an opinion 
you may entertain of the necessity of asking our senti- 
ments on that subject. 

Courage, prudence, readiness in expedients, nice percep- 
tion, sound judgment, and great attention, these are a few 
of the natural qualities which appear to us to be proper. 
To these ought to be added, an extensive acquaintance 
with the sciences, particularly the various branches of ma- 
thematiek knowledge, long practice in the military art, and, 
above all, a knowledge of mankind. On a General in 
America, fortune also should bestow her gifts, that he may 
rather communicate lustre to his_ dignities than receive it, 
and that his country in his property, his kindred, and con- 
nexions, may have sure pledges that he will faithfully per- 
form the duties of his high office, and readily lay down his 
power when the general weal requires it. 

Since we cannot do all that we wish, we will go as far 
towards it as we can, and therefore you will not be sur- 
prised to hear that we aTe unanimous in the choice of Colo- 
nel Philip Schuyler and Captain Richard Montgomerie 
to the offices of Major and Brigadier-General. If we 
knew how to recommend them to your notice more strongly 
than by telling you that, after considering the qualifications 
above stated, these gentlemen we're Tappfbvedof without 
a single dissent, our regard to the publick service would 
certainly lead us to do it in the most forci ble t erms; nor 
will we enter into a minute detail of the characters and 
situations of two gentlemen with whom our Delegates can- 
not but be acquainted. In a word, we warmly recommend 
them, because we have, no doubt but. their appointment 
will give general satisfaction. ; - — - 

We beg leave to assure you, gentlemen, that we are, with 
the profoundest respect, &tc. 

Ordered, That a copy of each of the said Letters be 
engrossed, and signed by the President, and transmitted to 
the Delegates from this Colony in the Continental Con- 
gress, by Joseph Stevens, as a messenger for that purpose ; 
and that the President write a private Letter to the Dele- 
gates, to inform them of the_ reason of sending both these 
Letters, and requesting them to produce either, and sup- 
press the other, as they may see fit. 

Resolved, That whensoever doubts shall arise with re- 
spect to the Recommendations or Jiesolutions oLthe Con- 
tinental Congress, or of this Board, in the minds of private 
persons, it is the duty of such persons to apply to this 
Board foran explanation thereof; and that any attempts to 
raise tumults, riots, or mobs, either under colour of a du- 
bious interpretation of such Recommendations or Resolu- 
tions, or for any other reasons or purposes, is a high infrac- 
tion of the General Association, and tends directly to the 
dissolution of this Congress. 

Ordered, That this Resolution be published in the 
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Newspapers; and that two thousand copies thereof be 
printed in handbills. 

The Congress adjourned to four o'clock, P. M. 

Die Mercurii, 4to ho. P. M., June 7, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

For the City and County of New- York. — Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, Esquire, President; Isaac Low, Alexander 
McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, Abra- 
ham W.a.lton, Isaac Roosevelt, John De Lancey, James 
Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, Benjamin Kissam, John 
Morin Scott, Jacobus Van Zandt, and John Marston. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Volkert P. Douw, 
Esq., Vice-President; Abraham Yates, Jacob Cuyler, 
Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert Van Rensse- 
laer, and Henry Glenn. 

For Dutchess County. — Dirck Brinckerhoff, Anthony Hoff- 
man, Richard Montgomerie, Ephraim Payne, Gilbert 
Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Gysbert Schenck, and 
Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — John Nicholson. 

For Orange County. — Peter Clowes and William Allison. 

For Suffolk County.— Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 
Hobart, Thomas _T_re.dwell, Ezra L'Hommedieu, and 
Th omas Wickham . 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis 
Graham, James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, Joseph 
Drake, Philip Van Cortlandt, James Holmes, David 
Dayton, and John Thomas. 

For King's County. — Johannes E. Lott, Henry Williams, 
Jeremiah Remsen, Theodorus Polhemus, and John 
Vanderbilt. 

For Richmond County. — John Journey, Richard Conner, 
and Richard. Lawrence, 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Joseph Robinson, and Nathaniel Tom. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh. 

Ordered, That Captain Montgomerie, Colonel Holmes, 
and Mr. Tlallett, be a Committee to examine the list of 
sundry articles retained by the Merchants of New-York 
at the request of the City Committee, and report whether 
any and what part of those Goods may be necessary to be 
retainedfor the useof this Colony. 

Mr. Kissam reported a draught of a Letter to Joseph 
Warren, Esq., and others, the Committee of Safety for the 
Colony oTthe Massachusetts-Bay ; which was read, and 
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, June 7, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The multiplicity of business brought be- 
fore us by the Continental Congress, and a short adjourn- 
ment of our body from Saturday till Tuesday morning, 
have rendered it. impossible for us to give a more early at- 
tention to your favour of the 26th ultimo. We have little 
to say upon the principal subject of your letter, as we con- 
ceive that the Provincial Congresses of both Colonies are 
concluded from any discretionary provision relative to the 
ordnance and. other stores taken at Crown Point and Ti- 
conderoga, of which you must be fully convinced by the 
acts of the Continental Congress on that subject, copies 
of which are enclosed. 

We are fully apprised of the dangerous consequences 
that would await this Capital of our Colony, either from 
supineness, or a confidence in the honour of those who, 
being the avowed instruments of ministerial vengeance, we 
cannot expect will hold any faith with us. Whatever arti- 
cles we are now possessed of that may be used to the injury 
of this City in particular, or of the Continent in general, 
we shall be studious to prevent, if possible, from falling into 
the h ands of our enemies. 

In sympathizing with you for the unhappy Town of 
Boston, we shall dojeyery thing in our power to prevent 
thisCjty from being reduced to the same deplorable situa- 
tion, and shall watchfully attend to every means of defence 
which our present or future circumstances may enable us 
to improve. 

We are, gentlemen and brethren, with great respect and 
sincere affection, your most obedient humble servants. 
To Jqseph Warren, Esq., and the Committee of Safety 

for the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay, Watertown. 



Ordered, That the above Letter be engrossed, signed 
by the President, and transmitted by the first opportunity. 

Captain Montgomerie, from the Committee appointed 
for that purpose, brought in a Report of such parts of the 
Goods retained by the Merchants of this City, at the re- 
quest of the Committee of the City of New-York, as may 
be necessary to be retained at the expense of the Colony. 

Ordered, That the said Report lay on the table for the 
perusal of the Members. 

Whereas, James Rivington, of this City, Printer, hath 
signed the General Association, and has lately published a 
handbill declaring his intention rigidly to adhere to the said 
Association ; and also asked the pardon of the publick, 
who have been offended by his ill-judged publications : 

Resolved, therefore, That the said James Rivington be 
permitted to return to.his_hpu.se and. family; and that this 
Congress doth recommend it to the inhabitants of this Colo- 
ny not to molest him in his person or property. 

The Congress then took into consideration the case of 
Robert and John Murray, which lies before this Congress 
by a general reference from the Continental Congress ; and 
after some time spent therein, it was ordered to be deferred 
for further consideration. 

The Congress adjourned till nine o'clock to-morrow 



Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M ., June 8, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 

with prayers by the Reverend M_r_. Moore. Present : 

For the City and County of New-York. — Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, Esquire, President; Isaac Low, Alexander 
McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, Isaac 
Roosevelt, John De Lancey, John Marston, James 
Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, DavicTClarkson, Benja- 
min Kissam, John Morin Scott, John Van Cortlandt, 
and Jacobus Van Zandt. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Volkert P. Douw, 
Esq., Vice-President; Robert Yates, Abraham Yates, 
Jacob Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Walter Li vingston, Robvit 
Van Rensselaer, and Henry Glenn. 

For Dutchess County. — Dirck Brinckerhoff, Anthony Hoff- 
man, Richard Montgomerie, Ephraim Payne, Gilbert 
Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Gysbert Schenck, and 
Nathaniel Sackett. ^ '__.__.._ 

For Ulster County. — John Nicholson. 

For Orange County. — -David Pye, Peter Clowes, William 
Allison, and Jeremiah Clarke. ._. 

For Suffolk County. — Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 
Hobart, Thomas TredweJ.1, Ezra L'Hommedieu, and 
Thomas Wickham, .... ._ 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis 
Graham, James Van ~Cortlan_cir,~Stephen Ward, Joseph 
Drake, Philip Van CortlandY, James Holmes, David 
Dayton, John Thomas, Jun., and William Paulding. 

For King's County.— -Johannes E. Lott, Henry Williams, 
Jeremiah Remsen, Theodorus Polhemus, Nicholas Co- 
venhoven, and John Vanderbilt. ...; .... 

For Richmond County. — John Journey, Richard Conner, 
and Richard Lawrence, 

Fur Queen's County, — -Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Joseph Robinson, and Nathaniel Tom. 

For Charlotte County , -—John Williams, William Marsh. 

A Letter, dated Cambridge, June 4, 1775, from Arle- 
mas Ward, General 'oTtjje Massachusetts Army, Joseph 
Wan-en, Chairman of the Committee of S afe ty, and Moses 
Gill, Chairman of the CgnipjIuecL pLSyppues, was read. 

An answer to the said Letter was read, and approved, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, June 8, 1775. 

Brethren and Countrymen : Your letter of the 4th 
instant hath afflicted and astonished us. We did console 
ourselves in .our want of ammunition, with an assurance 
that you were possessed of a very ample quantity for your 
defence. We expected a supply with patience, becanje 
we had a good hope that the absolute necessity would not 
arise before it was provided against; and incautiously, the 
whole of what was in the Colony of New- York, halh been 
so disposed of that there is not now one hundr ed weight 
to be purchased for any price. We have forwarded your 
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letter to the American Congress, and hope that the Colony 
of Pennsylvania may be able to succour you, though we 
cannot. You have our warmest wishes in the great cause 
of American liberty, and we pray you to believe that we 
are firmly resolved to withstand the encroachments of Min- 
isterial tyranny to the utmost of our abilities, and to labour 
for the restoration of that harmony between these Colonies 
and the parent State, which is essential to the peace, the 
glory, the existence of the whole British Empire. 

We are, gentlemen, your most obedient humble servants, 
To the Hon. Artemas Ward, General of the Massachusetts 
Army; Joseph Warren, Chairman of the Committee of 
Safety ; Moses Gill, Chairman of the Committee of Sup- 
plies, at Cambridge, Massachusetts-Bay. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed, and 
transmitted. 

The President, with the leave of the Congress, left the 
Chair, and went to Elizabethtown, to confer with the Com- 
mittee "thereon, the above-mentioned Letter from General 
Ward ; and the Vice-President took the Chair.. 

A draught of a Letter to the honourable the Continental 
Congress, to attend a copy of the above-mentioned Letter 
from General Ward and Messrs. Warren and Gill, was 
read and approved. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the ViceJPresideBt, and transmitted. 

Whereas, by an Order of the Continental Congress of 
the 15th of May ultimo, and the explanation of the Con- 
tinental Delegates of this Colony accompanying the said 
Order, it appears that the inhabitants of this City are di- 
rected not to remove any Military Stores belonging to the 
Crown : And whereas, this Congress is well informed that 
some persons have lately seized and removed the Military 
Stores belonging to the Crown at Turtle-Bay, this Con- 
gress doth Resolve, That such a step is a direct breach of 
the Continental Order, and tends to destroy the weight of 
their and our authority, is inimical to the true interest of 
the Colonies, and tends to involve this City in the utmost 
confusion and distress : and also, 

Resolved, That Messrs. Isaac Roosevelt, John Van 
Cortlandt, Alexander McDougall, David Clarlcson, Joseph 
Hallelt, Benjamin Kissam, Gouverneur Morris, and Isaac 
Low, be a Committee to repair immediately to Turtle- 
Bay, to signify this Resolution to the persons that may 
be assembled there for the purpose aforesaid, and to order 
them immediately to disperse, and desist from the further 
execution of the said measure. 

And Resolved also, That such of the said Stores as may 
have been removed, be immediately replaced.. 

The Congress then adjourned till four o'clock, P. M. 

Die Joyis, 4to ho. P. M., June 8, 1775, 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
Volkert P. Douw. Esq., Vice-President. 
For the City and County of Neiv-York.—lsmc Low, 
Alexander McDougall,. Joseph Hallett, Isaac Roosevelt, 
John De Lancey, James Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, 
David Clarkson, Benjamin Kissam, John Morin Scott, 
Jacobus Van Zandt, and John Marston. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Robert Yates, Abra- 
ham Yates, Jacob Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Walter Liv- 
ingston, Robert Van Ttensselaer, and Henry Glenn. 

For Dutchess County.— Dirck BrinckerhofT, Anthony Hoff- 
man, Ephraim Payne, Gilbert Livingston, Jonathan Lan- 
don, Gyshert Schenck, and Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County- — James Clinton, Christopher Tappen, 
and John Nicholson. 

For Orange County. — -David Pye, Peter Clowes, William 
Allison, Abraham Lent, and Jeremiah Clarke. 

For Suffolk County. — Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss Ho- 
bart, Thomas Tredwell, Ezra L'Hommedieu, and Thos. 
Wickham. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis 
Graham, James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, Philip 
Van Cortlandt, James Holmes, David Dayton, John 
Thomas,, Junior, and William Paulding. ■ 

For King's County.— -Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen, 



Theodorus Polhemus, Nicholas Covenhoven, and John 
Vanderbilt. 

For Richmond County. — John Journey, Richard Conner, 
and Richard Lawrence. 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Joseph Robinson, and Nathaniel Tom. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh. 

Mr. Scott, seconded by Mr. McDougall, moved in the 
words following, to wit : 

Mr. President, as I am of opinion that it is absolutely 
necessary to dismantle the fort, and to secure certain im- 
plements and other accommodations for. war in this City, 
to the end that they may not be hostilely used against us, 
I move that application be immediately made to the Con- 
tinental Congress, to authorize this Congress to exer cise a 
discretionary power with respect to every measure that 
may appear to us necessary to prevent the said fort and 
other fortifications, implements, and accommodations for 
war in this City, from being offensively used against it. 

Debates arose on the said motion, and the question being 
put thereon, it was carried in the negative, in the following 
manner, to wit : 



For tie Motion. 
2 Orange County, 
2 Ulster County, 
2 Suffolk County, 
2 Dutchess County, 
2 Charlotte County. 



Against the Motion. 
2 King's County, 

2 Richmond County, 
4 New-York County, 

3 Albany County, 

2 Westchester County. 



10 13 

Mr. McDougall, Walter Livingston, Colonel Hoffman, 
dissentients against the vote of the Counties, they respect- 
ively represent. 

Mr. Kissam, from the Committee who went to Turtle- 
Bay, reported, that the Committee went to Turtle-Bay, 
and found no person there ; thatTiavihg been informed that 
sundry persons were at the house of David Devqre, the 
Committee went there, and found some persons there arm- 
ed ; that upon informing them of the Resolve of this Con- 
gress, in consequence of which the said Committee was 
appointed, the persons there armecLacknowledged that 
some Military Stores had been removed from Tur tle-Bay; 
and they did engage that the s aid Stor es sh ould be return- 
ed, if carts were sent up to Turtle-Bay for that purpose. 
And Mr. Kissam farther reported, that Mr. Low and him- 
self had sent up cartmen with c&xisio Turtle-Bay, to carry 
back and replace the said Stores. ... 

The Congress took into consideration theJReport of the 
Committee who were appointed to i _exajn1ne_jhe Jist of the 
Goods retained by the Merchants, at the request of the 
Committee of .the .'City of New-York ; and, after some 
time spent therein, it was deferred till to-morr ow m orning. 

Thomas Wickharn ha.y'mg the care of Gardner's 3§)ax\A, 
which is much exposed to having the stock taken off by 
armed vessels for the, use of ,the_King's Troops at Boston, 
or elsewhere; and the said Island heing in a defenceless 
state, desires the advice of this Board, whether he3e per- 
mitted to take pay for said stock, in case it is not in his 
power to prevent their taking the same. 

After some time spent jnconiideration thereof, it was 
deferred for further consideration, 

The Congress then adjourned to nine o T c!ock tr>morrow 
morning. ' 

* Die Veneris, 9 ho., June 9, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Dr. Auchmuty. Present : 

For the City and County of New- York~. — -Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, Esquire, President; Isaac Low, Alexander 
McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, Abra- 
ham Walton, Abraham Brasher, TsaacTIooseveTt, John 
De Lancey, James Beekman, SamueT Verplanck, David 
Clarkson, Thomas Smith, Benjamin Kissam, John Morin 
Scott, Jacobus Van Zandt, John Marston, Isaac. Sears. 

For the City and County of Albany. — VolkertT. Douw, 
Esq., Vice-President; Robert Yates, Abraham Yates, 
Jacob Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert 
Van Rensselaer, and Henry Glenn. 

For Dutchess County. — DircTt Brlnck er bon^ Anthony Hoff- 
man, Richard Montgomery, Ephraim fayne, Gilbert 
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^■Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Gysbert Schenck, and 

'Natha^ie!_Sackett, ... ,.. , . . .- 

For Ulster, County. — James Clinton, Christopher Tappen, 
and John Nicholson. 

For Orange County. — David Pye, William Allison, Abra- 
ham I^pt, and Jeremjah Clarke. 

For Suffolk County. — Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 
Hobart, Thomas Tredwell, Ezra L'Hommedieu, and 
Thomas Wickham. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis 
-<5raham, James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, Joseph 
Drake, Philip Van Cortlandt, James Holmes, David 
Dayton, John Thomas, Jun., and William Paulding. 

For Kin g's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen, 
JqhnjLeffertse, and John Vanderbilt. 

For Richmond County. — John Journey, Richard Conner, 
and. Richard Lawrence. 

Fgr Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
^r$rifre,_ Joseph Robinson, and Nathaniel Tom. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh. 

"Mt.JsgM ; &tfrjS,atjending at the door, was called in, and 
produced a Certificate from the General Committee of As- 
s6l;iat]o n^rThg -J£liy anc ' County of New-York, signed by 
Henry Remsen, Deputy Chairman ; which being read, is 
in the words following, to wit: 

•■ ■ "' "",• #»^S*New5gA Committee Chamber, June 8, 1775. 

■■• •!' ■ ^i'.i^mi-i&timm.^w^i': "■''', ■■■ ; ■ ■ 

In. pursuance of an order of this Committee, at their 
fast meeting, a poll was this day opened at the City-Hall 
fo.r t^e ..ejection .of j^,I)eputy to represent this City and 
County in Provincial Congress, in the place of Mr. George 
Folliot, vvlio^declines^serving ; and by a return of the said 
poll, if appears that Mr. Isaac Sears was elected by a great 
majority as a Deputy for the purpose above-mentioned. 
,S tme m cop\ fiom the Minutes: 

- Henry Remsen, Dep. Chairman. 

Ordered, That the said Certificate be filed, and that 
Mr.Sears take his seat accordingly. 

Orde r ed, Tha t Mr^ Sears, Mr. Be Lancey, and Mr. Mc- 
Dougall, be a Secret Committee to examine what quantity 
of Saltp etre is in the hands of the Apothecaries in this 
City, and to make report with all convenient speed. 

.TilS-Cong 1,635 resumed the consideration of the Report 
of tfie Committee appointed to examine the list of Goods 
retained by the Merchants of this City, at the request of 
the .General Committee; and after some time spenuherein, 

Ordered, T^hat Captain Montgomerie, Colonel Holmes, 
Mr K Halieti,Mt. Brasher, Mr. Glenn, and Mr. Cuyler, be 
a Committee to estimate and report to this Congress the 
quaTUity of every article necessary for equipping three 
thousand, effective men, including officers ; and that they 
makejeport with all convenient speed. 

TChe Congress resumed the case of Robert and John 
Murray ; and after some time spent therein, 

Ordered, That it be deferred for further consideration. 

Mr, Sears informed this Congress, that the following 
small quantities of Gunpowder, formerly delivered out of 
the Magazines in this City for sale, yet remain unsold, to 
wit : one hundred weight in the care of Messrs. Woodward 
and Kip; one Fundred weight in the care of Jeremiah 
Piatt: one hundred pounds of damaged powder in the 
care of Comfort Sands ; and fifty pounds do., in the care of 
Messrs. Bjrrfan and Fish; about twenty pounds in the 
care of Thomas Hazard. 

Ordered, That those several gentlemen who have the 
care of the said Powder, be respectively directed to keep 
the wHole now in the'ir custody until the farther order of 
this Congress. 

Oraerjd, Tliat all the damaged Powder now in this 
City,~and also the damaged Powder at Ticonderoga and 
Crown Point, be sent to the Powder-Mill near Hudson's 
River; in RJiynSeck Precinct, to be remanufapt.ured. 

And theJollowing Letter to the Commander-in-Chief at 
Ticmderoga, and also the following Letter to the Commis- 
sionBrl M Albany, appointed to superintend the removal 
of the Ca nnon .and Stores from Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point, being respectively read, were approved of. 

AncLthe saicTLetter to the said Commandey-in-Chief is 



In Provincial Congress, New- York, June 9, 1775. 

Sir: This Congress have received credible information 
that there is a very large quantity of damaged gunpowder 
under your care at Ticonderoga, which can be so cured and 
manufactured as to render it fit for use. There is a mill 
erected near the east side of Hudson's River, in Rhynbeck 
Precinct, in Dutchess County, for the purpose of making 
gunpowder. We have therefore requested our Commis- 
sioners at Albany, with all diligence and despatch, to send 
the said damaged powder to that place ; and we request 
that you will, on their application, assist in forwarding it ; 
and that this matter may be kept as secret as possible. 

By order and in behalf of the Provincial Congress. 

We are, Sir, your very humble servants. 

P. S. We enclose a Resolve of the Continental Congress, 
certified by their Secretary, enclosed to us to be forwarded. 

And the said Letter to the Commissioners vX^Albnny, is 
in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, June 9, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We are well informed that there is a large 
quantity of damaged gunpowder at Ticonderoga, which may 
be rendered fit for use, and that there is a mill erected in 
Rhynbeck Precinct, near Hudson's River, for that purpose. 
That article is now become an object of great importance. 
This Congress do therefore request, that you will, without 
delay, give directions that all the damaged powder at Ti- 
conderoga : and Crown Point be immediately brought down 
to the said manufactory ; and that you acquaint us with the 
quantity which you shall have sent to the said manufactory. 

By order and on behalf of the Provincial Congress. 

We are, gentlemen, your humble servants. 

To Messrs. John N. Bleecker, Henry J. Bogert, George 
Palmer, Dirck Swart, and Peter Lansing, at Albany. 

Ordered, That a copy of each of the said Letters be 
engrossed, signed by the President, and transmitted with all 
convenient speed ; and that a copy (certified) of the above 
Order of this Congress for the removal of the saiddamaged 
Powder, be enclosed to the Commander-in-ChieXat Ticon- 
deroga ; and also that a certified copy thereof be sent to 
the said.Commissioners at Albany. 

Whereas, sundry Mills and other Manufactories for the 
making of Gunpowder and Muskets, are now erected and 
about to be erected within this Colony; and forasmuch as 
all such Manufactories will greatly tend both to the imme- 
diate defence and the future wealth of this Colony, 

Resolved, therefore, That for every hundred weight of 
good Gunpowder which, upon due proof, shall be certified 
by the Committee of the County where any Powder-MllI 
is or shall be erected, to have been manufactureil within 
this Colony, and to have been delivered to the said_O om " 
mittee, the bounty of five Pounds shall be paid to the manu- 
facturer thereof, over and above the price of such Powder; 
and for every hundred good Muskets, of proof so certified, 
the bounty of twenty Pounds ; the bounties abovesaid to 
continue for twelve months from the date of this Resolve. 

Mr. Tredwell made a motion, in the words following, to 



in the words following, to wit : 



wit : 

As it may hereafter be necessary to dismantle the Fort 
in this City, Tor the preservation of the inhabitants from 
the insults of the soldiery, in case of the arrival of Troops 
from Great Britain or Ireland; and as the Cannon and 
other implements of war in the said Fort, and upon the 
Battery, and in other parts of this City, will be necessary 
for the.cotnpleting those fortifications which the C ontin ental 
Congress have ordered us to erect; and as, by an early 
order from that respectable body, we conceive that we are 
not at liberty to take possession of any of the King's muni- 
tions or stores of war, I move that^ve do imme diate ly des- 
patch a Letter to the Continental Congress, praying tbeir 
most speedy advice and directions jn the premises. 

The said motion being seconded by Mr. Scott, debates 
arose thereon ; and jt was insisted by those Members who 
opposed the mdtion, that it was the same in substance with 
amotion made, voted on, and carried in the negative on 
yesterday. ■- • -:- ~ ~~Z~7'~~~ : I^~~~' " 

And the question being pnt thereon, Whether this mor 
tion is the same in substance with that of yesterday ? 
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It was carried in the affirmative, in the manner follow- 
ing, viz: 

That it is the same Motion. That it is not the same Motion. 

3 Albany, 2 Dutchess, 
2 King's, 2 Orange, 

2 Westchester, 2 Charlotte, 

2 Richmond, 2 Ulster. 

2 Suffolk, — 

4 New-York. 8 

15 

Queen's County Deputies being equally divided, could 
not vote. 

Mr. Tredwell, Colonel Hoffman, and Mr. Henry Wil- 
liams, respectively, dissented from the votes of their respec- 
tive Counties, and desired their dissents to be entered. 

The President of this Congress, who went to Elizabeth- 
town to confer with the Committee there on the subject- 
matter of the Letter received yesterday from General 
Ward, returned, and reported to this Congress, that the 
Committee at Elizabethtown have only eight quarter casks 
of Gunpowder, which they are ready to spare for the Pro- 
vincial Army of Massachusetts-Bay ; that the said Com- 
mittee of Elizabethtown have expectations to obtain a far- 
ther supply of Powder at Brunswick, which, if obtained, 
shall be sent to New-York for the use of the said Provin- 
cial Army of Massachusetts-Bay. 

Ordered, That Mr. Peter T. Curtenius, as Commissary 
of this Congress, give a receipt for the said eight quarter 
casks of Powder; and also, that the said Commissary give 
a receipt for such farther quantity of Powder as may be 
received from the said Committee of Elizabethtown, or 
from Brunswick, and put the same into the Powder-House 
in ..this City, until the farther order of this Congress. 

Mr. Scott moved, that the motion made by Mr. .Tred- 
well this day, as before entered on the Minutes, be taken 
into consideration to-morrow ; and the same being seconded 
by Mr. Tredwdl, debates arose thereon ; and the question 
being put, "it" was carried in the affirmative, in manner fol- 
lowing, viz T 

For the Affirmative. For the Negative. 

2 Suffolk, 2 King's. — Mr. Williams dissenting. 

3 Drarigo, 2 Richmond. 

3 Albany, — . 
2 Charlotte, 4 

2 Westchester, Queen's County Deputies being 

2 Dutchess, equally diyided, could not vote. 

2 Ulster, 

4 New -York. 



Ordered, That Colonel Van Cortlandt, Major Van Cort- 
landt, and Colonel Van Bensselaer, be added to the Com- 
mittee of Arrangement of the Troops to be raised in this 
Colony ; and that the said Committee sit this afternoon. 

Q^nefl^an^ortlandt and Mr. David Clarkson ob- 
tained, leave of absence for to-morrow. 

The Congress then adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning; "" 

_....... Die Saturnii, 9 ho., June 10, 1775. 

TheXJongress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 

with prayersliylhe Rev. Doctor Rodgers. Present : 

For the City and County of New- York. — Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, Esquire, President; Isaac .Low, Alexander 
McDougall, Leonard _JLispenard, Joseph Hallett, Abra- 
ham Waltc^jUjrahjmxJBrasjiej, Isaac Roosevelt, John 
DeXapcey, James Beekman, Sam'l Verplanck, Richard 
Yates, Thomas Smith, Benj. Kissam, Jphn Morin Scott, 
JacobusVan Zajidt^Johri^jlarstprj, andlsaac Sears. . 

For the City and County of Albany.— VoWiert P. Douw, 
Esq., Vice-President; Robert Yates, Abraham Yates, 
Ja&b Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert 
Van Rensselaer, and Henry Glenn, 

For Dutchess County. — Dirck Brinckerhoff, Anthony Hoff- 
man, Richard Montgomerie, Ephraim Payne, Gilbert 
LiyinTsTOrfJ^Jonathan Landon, Gysb.ert Schenck, and 
Nath aniel Sac kett. - - • ■ 

For Ulster County. — James Clinton, Christopher Tappen, 
and. Jhbn Nicholson. 

For Orange County. — David Pye, Abraham Lent, and 
JereJnlalL Clarke^ 

For Suffolk County ~— Nathaniel Woodhull, Thomas Tred- 
well, and'Thomas Wickham. 



For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis 
Graham, Stephen Ward, Joseph Drake, Philip Van 
Cortlandt, James Holmes, David Dayton, John Thomas, 
Junior, and William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen, 
Theodorus Polhemus, John Leffertse, Nicholas Coven- 
hoven, and John Vanderbilt. 

For Richmond County. — John Journey, Richard Conner, 
and Richard Lawrence. 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, and Nathaniel Tom. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh. 

The President informed the Congress that the Commit- 
tee of Elizabethtown had been so alert as to send the ad- 
dition of six quarter casks and two half barrels of Powder 
for the use of the Massachusetts Army ; and a Letter from 
Abraham Clarke, which attended the same, was read and 
filed. 

Ordered, That the said Powder, together with that re- 
ceived yesterday, be committed to the care of Mr. McDou- 
gall, to be forwarded ; and ordered that he purchase such 
other quantity as he can get, for the same purpose, and 
forward the whole in such a manner as he shall think most 
safe and prudent. 

Colonel Tasteen appeared in Congress as a Member for 
Orange County, in pursuance of his election and return, 
as appears by a Certificate formerly read and filed. 

Ordered, That he take his seat. 

Ordered, That any Cooper in this City of New-York 
be at liberty to go to Turtle- Bay, or any place adjacent 
thereto, and cooper and put in order the Crown Stores 
which were lately removed from thence, in such a manner 
as Francis Stevens, Esq., shall direct. 

The Mayor of the City of New-York attending at the 
door, was called in, and informed the Congress that appli- 
cation had been made to him respecting some Arms lately 
taken out of the baggage-carts of the Troops lately em- 
barking from this City ; and he delivered a Letter from his 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governour to him on that subject ; 
which was read : And thereupon, 

Mr. Morris moved, and was seconded by Mr. Low, in 
the words following, to wit : ._ . .. 

I move that the Arms and Military Accoutrements taken 
from His Majesty's Troops on Tuesday last, be restored ; 
and for that purpose that a Resolve of the Congress be 
made, as follows :.. .■ -; 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Congress, that 
every inhabitant of this Colony who is possessed of any 
of the said Arms and Accoutrements, should immediately 
deliver them to the. Mayor of New- York ; and that a 
Committee be appointed to see that 'his Resolve be com- 
plied with, .-__■. - 

And debates arising on the said motion ; and the ques- 
tion being put thereon, it was carried in the affirmative, in 
the manner" following, to wit : - — 



For the Affirmative. 



3 Albany, 

2 Westchester, 
2 King's, 
2 Queen's, 

4 Sew- York, 



2 
2 
2 

19. 



Charlotte, 
Richmond, 

Dutchess. 



For the Negatica 
2 Orange," _ 
2". Ulster. 



Messrs. Scott, McDougall, Lispenard, and Sears, dis- 
sented from New-York ; Mr. Tom from Queen's County ; 
Mr. Tappen from Ulster; and Messrs. Landon, Payne, 
and Sackett, from Dutchess County. 

Resolved, therefore-, That it is the sense of this Con- 
gress, that every inhabitant pf this Colony who is possessed 
of any of the said Arms or Accoutremejits' taken from His 
Majesty's Troops on Tuesday last, should immediately de- 
liver them to the Mayor of the City of New-York ; and, 

Ordered, That .Mr. Isaac Roosevelt, Mr. John De Lan- 
cey, and Mr. John Marston, be a Committee to see this 
Resolution complied with. 

Or dered, That a copy of this .Resolve be delivered .to 
the Mayor of the City of New- York. 

A draught of a Letter to Governour Trumbull, of the 
Colony of Connecticut, on the subject of our supply of 
Powder to the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay, was read, and 
approved. 



mmm 



1291 



NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, JUNE, 1775. 



1292 



Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the President, and delivered to Mr. McJJovgall, to be for- 
warded. 

This Congress then resumed the consideration of (lie 
case of Robert and John Murray ; and the Memorial of 
Robert and John Murray, on the subject of their breach 
of the Association of the late Continental Congress, and 
the several papers annexed to it, whereby they pray to be 
restored to their former commercial privileges, being read, on 
a reference thereof to us by the Continental Congress ; and 
it appearing that they, the said Robert and John Murray, 
have published a printed handbill expressing their contrition 
for their said offence, and their resolution for the future strictly 
to adhere to the said Association, and to the further orders 
of the ContinentajCongresSjthe Provincial Congress of this 
Colony, and the General Committee of Association for this 
City and County, with a saving for the said Robert, (who 
is one of the people called Quakers,) as to his religious 
principles ; and they having voluntarily paid the expenses 
that accrued for boat-hire, and otherwise, in the attendance 
of the Committee of Observation, for the purpose of pre- 
venting anygoods from being landed from on board the 
said ship Beulah; and they having also, by letter under 
their hands, requested the Committee of Elizabeihtown, in 
New-Jersey, to keep in their custody, at the cost and risk 
of them, the said Robert and John Murray, the several 
goods by them landed from on board the said ship, contrary 
to the said Association, until two vessels shall arrive from 
London with goods into this Colony, after a general im- 
portation from Great Britain to the Colonies shall take 
place: 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Robert and John 
Murray shall be, and they are hereby fully restored to their 
commercial privileges, and declared to be entitled to the 
forgiveness of the publick. 

Ordered, That Robert and John Murray may have a 
copy of this Resolve, 

Colonel Clinton and Mr. Tappen, who were a Commit- 
tee to examine the^banks of Hudson's River through the 
Highlands, and report the most proper place for erecting 
one or more fortifications, andan estimate of the expense 
of erecting the same, delivered in. their Report, with a Map 
or Plan of the said River through the Highlands; which 
Report was read. 

Ordered, That the said Report lay for the perusal and 
farther consideratjon.of the Members of this Congress ; and 
that a copy of the said Report, and of the said Map or 
plan a(jhid son's River, together with a Letter on that 
subject to accompany tire same, be forwarded to the Dele- 
gates from this Colony at the Continental Congress ; and 
that Colonel C/f«^n,and Mr. Tappen be a Committee to 
prepare and report a draught of such Letter. 

Mr. Abrjxham Brasher, from the Committee appointed 
to .report an estimate of articles necessary to complete 
three thousand effective; men, including officers, delivered 
in their Report andEstLmate ; which was read. . 

Ordered, That the same remain for farther consideration. 

_ This Congress having this morning received intimation 
that Provisions were lading on board of a vessel, whereof 
one Coffin is master, for the use of the Army and Navy at 
Boston, a draught of a Letter to the Delegates from this 
Colony at the Continental Congress, on that subject, being 
prepared, was read and approved of. 

Ordered, .That a_copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the President, and sent by the first conveyance. 

The Congress adjourned to four o'clock next Monday 
afternoon. 

Die Luntc, 4to ho. P. M., Monday, June 12, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
For the City and County of New-Yorl^.— Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., President; Isaac Low, Alex- 
ander McDpugall, Joseph Hallett, Abraham. Walton, 
Abraham J8 rasher, Isaac Roosevelt, James Beekman, 
Samuel Verplanck, Richard Yates, Thomas Smith, John 
Morin Scott, Jacobus Van Zandt, and.Isaac. Sears,; 
For the City and County of Albany.— Volkert P. Douw, 
- Vice-Presidmt ; RoberrYat.es, Abraham Yates, Jacob 
Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert Van 
Rensselaer, and Henry Glenn. 



For Dutchess County. — Dirck Brinckerhoff, Anthony Hoff- 
man, Zephaniah Piatt, Ephraim Payne, Gilbert Living- 
ston, Melancton Smith, and Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — James Clinton, Christopher Tappen, 
and John Nicholson. 

For Orange County. — David Pye, Benjamin Tusteen, 
Abraham Lent, and Jeremiah Clarke. 

For Suffolk County. — Thomas Tredwell. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen, 
Theodoras Polhemus, and John Leffertse. 

For Westchester County. — Joseph Drake, James Holmes, 
and Robert Graham. 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micheau, John Journey, 
Aaron Cortelyou, Rich'd Conner, and Rich'd Lawrence. 

For Queen's County. — Samuel Townshend and Joseph 
Robinson. 

.For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh. 

The President informed this Congress that he had re- 
ceived a Letter from the New-YorTc Delegates at the Con- 
tinental Congress, the contents and subject-matter whereof 
ought to be kept a profound secret. And the said Letter 
being read, is in the words following, to wit : 

" Philadelphia, June 10, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : We are now to acknowledge the honour 
of your despatches of the 7th instant. We have long 
foreseen the difficulties you must be reduced to for want of 
money. They will not be lessened by the resolution of 
the Congress of yesterday, recommending it to you to 
procure and forward five thousand barrels of jflour ior the 
use of the Army at Boston. We conimunicjUed tjie para- 
graph of your letter, in which you complain that unless the 
Congress shall make some speedy order with relation to the 
levying of money, it will be impossible for you to comply 
with their farther requests. They, however, seem per- 
suaded that their vote of credit, which accompanies the 
order for the supply, will remove every obstruction; and 
relying on your zeal for the common cause, they hope you 
will be able to .throw in this provision, which we are ap- 
prehensive will soon become .highly necessary. We may 
venture to hint to you, that the emission of paperjnoney 
will be discussed on Monday, and we expect, in the course 
of next week, to be able to present you with a determina- 
tion of this important business, which will free us; from 
much anxiety. We shall not fail to attend to vyhat you 
suggest concerning the Indians., This is an object to our 
Colony of the highest moment, and we hope, in due time, 
it will be considered by the Congress. We think the In- 
dians will not be disposed to engage in this unhappy quar- 
rel, unless deceived and deluded^ by misrepresentations; 
and this, with vigilance and care jsn our pa"rt, can be pre- 
vented; as one step towards it, which we much applaud, 
are the assurances you have given the Superintendent of 
his safety. From the temperand customs of the Indians, 
they would illy brook the extinguishing of their council 
fiie ; and had it been damped by any violence to Colonel 
Johnson's person or property, they niusrhave been alarm- 
ed, and very probably excited to extremities. 

" It is much to be lamented .that, we are still destitute of 
ammunition. The Government of Connecticut have been 
more provident, or more fortunate, and will be able to sup- 
ply the forces at Ticonderoga with powder. 

" We commend your caution in addressing two letters 
to us upon the subject of General Officers to command our 
Troops. What we wrote to you was in the character of 
your own immediate Delegates, and with a view to discover 
the sense of our Colony, that we might, when this jfiatter 
came to be debated in , Congress, be fortified wjth your 
opinion arid arguments, which having obtained, we" shall, 
to the utmost of our power, enforce your recommendations. 

" Your remarks, on the, jiejplutiqn of jhe_Continental 
Congress relative to the taking "post at King's Bridge, ap- 
pears to us to be conclusive. . We. shall, however, lay them 
before our body, as soon as the other important matters 
under consideration are detenpined.._ 

"We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, 
gentlemen, your most humble servants, 

,f Phil. Livingston, ' Wm. Floyd, 
" FkancisJLe_wis, Jno. Alsop. 
" Jas.Duake, -—--^—- — -— " ~~~ -- : -'■-■■> 

" To the Provincial Congress at Neio- York," 
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The President having also received a Letter from the 
Continental Congress, desired that the contents and sub- 
ject-matter thereof be kept a profound secret. And the 
same was read, and is in the words following, to wit: 

"Philadelphia, June 10, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : The enclosed resolution of this Congress 
I am directed to transmit you, and to desire you will 
order it to be executed in as expeditious and secret a 
manner as possible, referring to your judgment the most 
suitable places for landing it, and where there will be the 
least risk of interruption from the ships-of-war. You will 
please to consign it to the Committee of Correspondence 
in each place, with a direction to forward the flour to the 
Army as soon as possible. 

" I have it also in charge to recommend to you that the 
flour be transported in small quantities, as there may be 
danger of the enemy. I am, gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient servant, John Hancock, President. 

" To the Honourable Members of the Provincial Congress 
of Nem- York." ... 

The Resolutions mentioned in the above Letter from the 
Congress being also read, are in the words following, to wit : 

" In Congress, June 9, 1775. 

" Resolved, That the Provincial Convention of New- York 
be requested to convey, as soon as possible, to Providence, 
in Rhode-Island, or to any port in the Government of Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, five thousand barrels of Flour, for the use 
of the Continental Army. 

" Resolved, That the Committee of Correspondence at 
Providence, and in the Government of Massachusetts-Bay, 
where the said Flour may be carried, be desired to receive 
and forward it to the camp before Boston, as soon as may 
be, and to lodge such part thereof as cannot be immediately 
sent thither, in places of security. 

" Resolved, That this Congress will make provision for 
defraying any expense incurred for this service. 

"A true copy from the Minutes.: 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

A Letter from Robert Boyd, at New- Windsor, dated 
the 10th Instant, on the subject of making Muskets, was 
read and filed. 

William Ustick, attending at the door, sent in a Bill of 
Exchange, appearing by its date to be drawn at Boston, 
on the 14t h ultimo, M ay, on the said William Ustick, by 
John Monlreson,'m favour of Jonathan Hampton, for thirty 
Pounds, New-York currency, endorsed by Jonathan Hamp- 
ton to Jonathan Elake, and appearing to be accepted by 
the said. William Ustick, on the 3d day of June instant. 
And tjie said W illiam Ustick: desired the sense of this 
Congress; whether he could pay the said Bill consistent 
with the Resolve of the Continental Congress of the 2d of 
June insLarU.... .. 

And the said Resolve of the Continental Congress being 
read, it is declared to be the sense and opinion of this 
Congress, that the said Bill comes within the intent and 
' meaning of the said Resolve. 

The Congress then proceeded to the consideration of 
ways and_means to carry into execution the Resolution, 
Request, and Order of the Continental Congress of the 9th 
instant, for supplying five thousand barrels of Flour for the 
use of the_C.ontinental Army, and forwarding the same to- 
wards the camp before Boston : And, thereupon, 

OrdcrcJ, Tiiat Messrs. Isaac Sears, Abraham Walton, 
and Joseph Hallett, be a Committee to purchase the said 
quantity of Jaipur for the purpose aforesaid, or so much 
thereof as they can obtain, and to ship and forward the 
same agreeable to the said Resolution. 

And it is now Resolved and Agreed, nem. con., That 
every Member o f thi s Congress will be responsible to 
Messrs. Sears, Walton, and Hallett, for their respective 
proportion; of all moneys that they may disburse, or here- 
after be obliged U> pay, by means of the purchase of the 
said Flour, or of their appointment, to comply with the said 
Resolution and Request of the Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That Mr. Peter T. Curtenius, as Commissary 
of this Congress, be directed to purchase, and he is hereby 
directed to purchase three hundred barrels of Pork of such 
persons as will sell the same, on the credit of this Congress, 



and to forward the same to Albany, in parcels, with all 
possible despatch. 

Mr. Scott, from the Committee appointed to confer with 
Mr. Price, of Montreal, reported a draught of a Letter to 
the Merchants of Canada; which was read and approved, 
and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, June 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Mr. Price, one of the inhabitants of your 
Province, has signified to us the absolute necessity of keep- 
ing up a communication between New- York and Canada, 
by the establishment of a regular post. The friendly sen- 
timents which we feel for our brethren in the northern parts 
of this Continent, commanded our ready acquiescence in 
those reasons which that gentleman assigned in favour of 
such a communication as the necessary commercial inter- 
course between you and the rest of the world seems evi- 
dently to require. You may easily conceive that our ability 
is equal to our wishes, to support that communication up to 
Crown Point. To establish that place or Ticonderoga 
for the exchange of the mails between your country and 
ours, is the most proper expedient to obtain the end pro- 
posed ; and the means of communication between Mon- 
treal and the place to be agreed on for exchange of the 
mails, rest entirely with you. Upon the first information 
you may be pleased to afford us of an establishment in 
your quarter, we shall not fail in conspiring with you by 
a similar establishment on our part. 

We should be extremely sorry should the misrepresenta- 
tions of the enemies of America impress our brethren in 
Canada with an opinion that the Confederated Colonies on 
this Continent aim at independence. Our allegiance to 
our'Prince, and our attachment to the illustrious House of 
Hanover, we rank among our most singular blessings. A 
due subordination to Parliament, in matters for which they 
alone are competent, we wish firmly to maintain. Our 
resistance to Ministerial measures proceeds not either from 
a desire to oppose the rightful authority of our Sovereign, 
or the constitutional acts of the supreme Legislature of the 
British Empire. But while we are con t ented th at G reat 
Britain should enjoy that pre-eminence alone which pro- 
perly belongs to the parent State, as individuals we are 
resolved to stand on the same secure basis of liberty with 
our fellow-subjects on the other side of the Atlantick, 
which can neveT be obtained under taxations by authority 
of Parliament. In prosecuting this idea of freedom, we in- 
clude Qur.brethren the inhabitants of the Province of Que- 
beck, as far as will consist with the uimqst of their wishes. 

For a further evidence of the sincerity of our intentions, 
we beg leave to refer yon to Mr. Price, and to assure you 
that we are, gentlemen and brethren, with the most undis- 
sembled friendship, your very humble servants. 

By order and on behalf of the Congress." 
To the Gentlemen Merchants of the Province of Qvebcck. 

Ordered, That two copies of the said Letter be en- 
grossed, signed by the President, and delivered to Mr. 
Price unsealed, to be by him sealed at such time and place 
as he shall think most prudent. 

Ordered, That one half of the printed Letters to the 
inhabitants of Ouebeck be delivered to Mr. Price, and 
that he be requested to have them distributed in the most 
advantageous manner, 7 _ : 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrowliJornTng, nine 
o'clock. 



Die Martis, 9 ho. A. M., June 13, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 

with prayers by the Rev. Mr. Gano. Present : 

For the City and County of New- York.— Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., President; Isaac Low, Alex- 
ander McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, 
Abraham Walton, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, 
John.De. Lancey, James Beekman, Samud Verplanck, 
Richard Yates, David Clarkson,' Thomas Smith, John 
Morin Scott, John Van CortIandt,~ancl "Isaac Sears. 

For ■the City and County of Albany.— Volkert P. Douw, 
Esq.', Vice-President; Robert Yates, Abraham Yates^ 
Jacob Cpyler, Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert 
Van Rensselaer, and Hemy Glen n. 

For Dutchess County. — Dfrck BrincKerhoff, Anthony Hoff*- 
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man, Zephaniah Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Epbraim 
Payne, Gilbert Livingston, Gysbert Schenck, Melancton 
Smith, and Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — James Clinton, Christopher Tappen, 
and John Nicholson. 

For Orange County. — David Pye, Abraham Lent, and 
Jeremiah Clarke. 

For Suffolk County. — Thomas Tredwell, John Foster, 
and Ezra L'Hommedieu. 

For Westchester County. — Lewis Graham, James Van 
Cortlandt, Joseph Drake, Philip Van Cortlandt, James 
Holmes, Robert Graham, and William Paulding. 

For lying's County. — Jonathan E. Lott, Henry Williams, 
Jeremiah Remsen, Theodorus Polhemus, and John Van- 
derbilt. 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micheau, John Journey, 
Aaron Cortelyou, Rich'd Lawrence, and Rich'd Conner. 

For Queen's County.— Jonathan Lawrence, Zebulon Wil- 
liams, Samuel Townshend, and Joseph Robinson. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh. 

Colonel Clinton and Mr. Tappen, a Committee for that 
purpose, reported a draught of a Letter to the New-York 
Delegates ; which was read and approved, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, June 13, 1775. 

. Gentlemen : In consequence of one of your Resolves, 
we appointed a Committee to view the Post in the High- 
lands, whose Report, with a Map thereto annexed, you 
have enclosed, which is all as yet we have been able to do 
respecting that matter. As soon as the proper measures 
on that head are concluded, we will transmit them to you. 
We are, gentlemen, with esteem, your most obedient and 
humble servants. 

To the New-York Delegates in the Continental Congress. 

The Report mentioned in the above Letter, is in the 
words following, to wit : 

YourJ^ommittee, in obedience to your order of the 10th 
ultimo, do most humbly report : That, taking to their assist- 
ance Captain Samuel Bayard and Captain Erasmus Wil- 
liams, they proceeded to the Highlands, and made a survey 
of the ground adjoining to Hudson's River, for the purpose 
mentioned in the said order, and do report it as their opin- 
ion, that a Post, capable of containing three hundred men, 
erected on the east bank of Hudson's River, marked A, 
and another onjhe west side of said River, to contain two 
hundred men, marked B, in the annexed map, will answer 
the purpose proposed and directed by the Continental Con- 
gress, as it is not only the narrowest part of the said river, 
but best situated, on account of the high hills contiguous to 
it, as well ontlie west as east side of the river which cover 
those parts ; so that" without a strong easterly wind, or the 
tide, no vessel can passjt ; and the tide on said part of the 
river is generally so reverse, that a vessel is usually thrown 
on one side of the river or the other, by means whereof 
such vessel lay fair and exposed to the places your Com- 
mittee have fixed on. Your Committee are further of 
opinion, that the cheapest" and best materials to face these 
works, would be stone and lime, as there are plenty of stone 
on the same, and adjoining to it ; and lime can be had from 
a little distance up the river. Your Committee beg leave to 
observe, that they are informed that by means of four or five 
booms chained togetlier on one side of the river, ready to 
be drawn across, the passage can be closed up, to prevent 
any vessel passing or Tepassing. Your Committee are fur- 
ther of opinion, that if .the last measure should be adopted, 
it would be requisite and highly prudent to place one or 
two cannqnjat the mouth of the Highlands, under the care 
and inspection of a faithful man, to alarm the Troops to be 
embodied at the places proposed, in time of danger. Your 
Committee are also further informed, and are of opinion, 
that there is on the east side of the said river, near the 
place fixed on in the said annexed map, marked A, a good 
and convenient place to build a magazine for the lodgment 
of gunpowder arid" other stores. We believe that though 
there is no fresh water on the spot pioposed foi the east 
post, yet a good_spririg is near it, so ihat it can be convey- 
ed ..t.hje.rejgjvkh,^ very small expense. We think it would 
be also necessary toHbuild a number of small boats for 
maintaining a com munjcatipn between the two posts. 



Your Committee are unable to make a true estimate of 
the expense that will attend the erecting the said fortifica- 
tions ; but from the best computation they are able to 
make, it will at least amount to one thousand five hundred 
Pounds. All which is most humbly submitted by your 
Committee. James Clinton, 

Chbist. Tappen. 

Ordered, That the foregoing Letter to the New- York 
Delegates be engrossed, signed by the President, and, to- 
gether with a copy of the above Report, transmitted by 
the first opportunity. 

The Congress took into consideration the Letter from 
Robert Boyd, and the Proposals of Henry Watkeys, rela- 
ting to the making of Muskets and Bayonets j and after 
some time spent therein, 

Resolved, That this Congress will agree with Robert 
Boyd and Henry Watkeys, that they shall make one thou- 
sand good Muskets, with steel ramrods and Bayonets with 
scabbards, at the price of three Pounds fifteen Shillings, 
New- York money, /breach good Musket with a steel ram- 
rod, and Bayonet with a scabbard, including the bounty 
agreed to be allowed by this Congress ; and 

Resolved, That this Congress will immediately advance 
the sum of one hundred Pounds, New-York money, to 
assist them in procuring necessary tools and materials for 
carrying on the said business ; and 

Ordered, That Colonel. .Liipe?i«rd, Captain Montgome- 
rie, and Colonel Clinton, be a Committee to treat with the 
said Robert Boyd and Henry Watkeys, and agree with 
them accordingly. 

Ordered, That Colonel IAspenard and Mr. McDougall 
be a Committee to agree with any person in this City for 
importing, without delay, any quantity of Gunpowder not 
exceeding thirty tons, allowing such importer one hundred 
per cent, upon the first cost, for the quantity to be import- 
ed, he being at all charges and risk ; and the Powder tp be 
delivered in good and merchantable order. 

Ordered, That Doctor Graham and Mr. Verylanck be 
a Committee to confer with Messrs. Van Vlccck and Kip, 
on the subject of making Saltpetre, and to know what en- 
couragement they would expect from this Congress, for 
carrying on a manufacture of Saltpetre. 

Ordered, That Mr. McDougall apply to the General 
Committee of New- York for tvfq hundred Pounds of the 
money raised by subscription ; ancTtTiat vvHenTie has re- 
ceived that sum, he pay one hAmdrejj_Pounds_thef^of to 
Robert Boyd and Henry Watkeys, to enable them to carry 
on the business of Musket a n(jj3a yonet making, after the 
Commitee for that purpose above-mentioned shall have per- 
fected an agreement with them ; and that he pay the other 
one hundred Pounds to the President of this Congress, to 
expend in paying Messengers and other necessary disburse- 
ments. 

Mr. Gilbert Livingston has leave of absence for a few 
days. - 

The Congress then adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning. - "-"~- : -" :: -~~— : -x^r :.-.._.- 

Die Mercurii, 9 ho., June 14, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Mr. Inglis. Present : 

For the City and County of New-York. — Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., President ; Isaac Low, Alex- 
ander McDougall, LeonaixTLispenard, Joseph Hallett, 
Abraham Walton, Abrahanx Brasher^ Isaac Roosevelt, 
John De Lancey, James Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, 
Richard Yates, David CJarkson, Thomas Smith, Benja- 
min Kissam, John .Mprifl.Scoft, Jacobus Van.Zandt, 
John Marston, and Isaac.. Sears.... _. . ;.;;,...' 

For the City and County of Albany. — Volkert P, Douw, 
Esq., Vice-President ; Robert _Yajes, Abraham Yates, 
Jacob Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert 
Van Rensselaer, and Henry Glenn. 

For Dutchess County. — Anthony Hoffman, Zephaniah 
Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Epbraim Payne, Gilbert 
Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Gysbert Schenck, Me- 
lancton Smith, and .NatharjigJ_S^ckett. 

For Ulster County. — James CTiBtpn, Christopher Tappen, 
and John Nicholson. 
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For Orange County.— David Pye, Benjamin Tusteen, 
Abraham Lent, and Jeremiah Clarke. 

For Suffolk County. — James Tredwell, John Foster, and 
Ezra L'Hommedieu. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis 
Graham, James Van Cortlandt, Joseph Drake, Philip 
Van Cortlandt, James Holmes, Robert Graham, and 
William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, Theodoras Polhe- 
mus, and John Vanderbilt. 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micheau, John Journey, 
Aaron Cortelyou, Richard Conner, Richard Lawrence. 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Zebulon Williams, Samuel Townshend, Joseph 
Robinson, and Nathaniel Tom. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh. 

Messrs. Christopher Miller and Patrick Dennis attend- 
ing at the door, were called in; when they informed this 
Congress that they were requested by a number of the 
Members of the Marine Society of this City, to inform this 
Congress that they were about to form themselves into an 
Artillery Company, and they had nominated Mr. Anthony 
Rutgers, of this City, for their Captain ; and pray the ap- 
probation of this Congress in the nomination. 

The Congress having taken the same into consideration, 
do unanimously approve of the nomination of Mr. Anthony 
Rutgers to be Captain of the said company ; and recom- 
mend to the said Society to nominate, for the approbation 
of this Congress, such persons for their other officers as 
may be confided in. 

The Congress this day received sundry informations, that 
one, Angus McDonald is giving a bounty and enlisting men 
to be employed against the liberties of the inhabitants of 
this Country ; and therefore the Congress does appoint 
Mr. McDougall to have the said Angus McDonald 
brought "before this Congress; and they direct an order 
to Colonel Lasher, signed by the President and counter- 
signed by the Secretaries, to be issued and sent to Colonel 
Lasher, in the words following, to wit : 

Colonel Lasher: 

You are desi red to furnish Mr. Alexander McDougall 
with a Sergeant's guard, properly appointed, to attend him, 
and in all things to obey him, immediately. 

By order orihe Congress : 

Peter V. B. Livingston, President. 

Done in Congress : 

John McKesson, ) , . 
r> r> J- Secretaries. 

Kobert Benson, ) 

Captain Thompson, at the request of this Congress, at- 
tended at the door, and being called in, gave the following 
information in substance, to wit : 

That he left Cove, near Cork, in Ireland, on the 6th of 
May last ; that six Regiments had sailed jn twenty-four 
transports for Boston, including a Regiment of Horse; 
and three Regiments had embarked, and a fourth was 
embarking, or ready to embark, for New-York; that it 
was reported that the Regiments coming to New-York 
had been wrote for by persons here to support people's 
property and assist against mobs. And the other parts of 
the information given by Captain Thompson appears in 
the short notes taken thereof and filed among the papers 
of this Congress. 

Thereupon, a draught of a Letter to the New-York 
Delegates at Philadelphia, was. read and approved. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed 
by the President, and, together with the notes of Captain 
Thompson 1 s Information^ sent by the first conveyance. 

A draught of a Letter to the Governour of Connecticut, 
was read and approved, and is in the words following, to 
wit : '" T - :"; 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, June 14, 1775. 

Sir: Captain Thompson arrived here in a ship from 
Cork last evening, and as we understood he had reported 
that several Regiments had sailed from thence for Boston, 
and four other Regiments were embarked and embarking 
for Ne w- York, this Congress desired him to attend their 
Board this morn'r ng, to examine him upon the subject. 
Upon his attendance we took notes of the intelligence he 
gave, and enclose a copy thereof to you, and beg you will 
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forward the same to the Camp at Cambridge. We have 
forwarded the intelligence to the Continental Congress; and 
are, Sir, your very humble servants. 

By order and on behalf of the Provincial Congress. 

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour 
of the Colony of Connecticut. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the President, and, together with the notes of Captain 
Thompson's information, be transmitted by the first con- 
veyance. 

A draught of a Letter to John Hancock, Esq., President 
of the Continental Congress, was read and approved. 

Ordered, That a copy of the said Letter be engrossed, 
signed by the Presfdent, and, together with a copy of the 
Resolve therein mentioned, transmitted by the first con- 
veyance. 

William Duer, Esq., sent in a Letter to the President 
and Congress; which was read. He therein complains 
of sundry insinuations against his conduct, with relation to 
the Northern Frontier of this Colony ; and of such reports 
having been industriously circulated as deeply to endanger 
his person and property ; and praying that a Committee 
may be appointed to examine into his conduct this after- 
noon. 

The Congress, considering that Mr. Duer must attend 
a Court in Charlotte County, which is speedily to sit, and 
cannot conveniently be held without his attendance, do 
therefore appoint Mr. Montgomerie, Mr. [Silvester, Mr. 
Abraham Yates, Mr. Scott, Mr. Morris, Mr. Marsh, and 
Mr. John Williams, a Committee to hear and examine into 
the case of Mr. Duer, and report thereon to this Congress. 

Mr. McDougall returned into Congress, and reported 
that Angus McDonald, who had been armed and made 
resistance when called on by him, was in custody of a Ser- 
geant's Guard ; and a Letter found in his custody from him 
to Alexander McDonald, was read. 

The said Angus McDonald being brought before the 
Congress and examined, confessed that he had taken the 
names of upwards of forty men who had promised to enlist 
in a battalion, to wear Highland dress; and also confessed 
sundry other matters, of which short notes are taken and 
filed. 

And the said Angus McDonald, paving iconsented vo- 
luntarily to make oath to the substance of the informa- 
tion by him given to this Congress, his affidavIfSsTdrawn, 
and ft> which he subscribed and was dulylworn^nd which 
is in the words following, to wit: 

" City of New-York, ss. — Angus McDonald, of this 
City, being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists of Al- 
mighty God,, deposeth and saith : That some tjme last fall this 
deponent was at the Town of Boston, and had a conver- 
sation with Major John Small upon the subject of raising a 
Regiment in America, to serve against the inhabitants of 
America in the present contests That the plan laid for 
that purpose was, that such officers as are now on half pay- 
in the several Colonies should be promoted inconsequence 
of enlisting such persons as had formerly served as soldiers 
in this Country. That Major 5ka7nnformed thisjeponent 
that the deponent should be taken notice of, and promoted, 
if the scheme should take place, and mentioned to this depo- 
nent the being sutler to the regiment so raised. That this 
deponent then told him that he was not possessed of suffi- 
cient property to engage in that business, and therefore could 
not accept of that; whereupon the said Major told this de- 
ponent that he (deponent) should be taken notice of if called 
upon; and this deponent further saith, that in consequence 
of the plan so laid, a number of men. have engaged them- 
selves in the service; but that they have not yet received 
any bounty money for their enlistment. Andjhisldeponent 
further saith, that he verily believes many half-pay officers 
are acquainted with the aforesaid "plan. That the said plan 
cannot take place without orders, fromhome ; and this de- 
ponent believes that no such orders will be obt ain ed. That 
Captain Alexander McDonald is also concerned in the said 
scheme, and hath corresponded with Major Small on that 
subject. That this deponent hath seen and readone of 
the said Major Small's Letters to i the "said" Alexander Mc- 
Donald, which letter came by t\ie Asia, man-of-war. That 
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one encouragement held up to those soldiers who should 
enlist was, that they should have each of them one hundred 
acres of land when the troubles in America should be over. 
That the deponent does not believe any men are engaged 
in the County of Albany, because that there is no person 
there to engage them. That this deponent is unwilling to 
serve against his countrymen and fellow-subjects in Ame- 
rica, and is sorry the disturbances have risen to so great a 
height. And further this deponent saith not. 

" Angus McDonald. 

" Sworn this 14th of June, 1775, before me: 

" John McKesson, Notary Publick." 

It appearing to this Congress by a Letter found in the 
custody of .Angus McDonald, and by the Deposition of 
the said Angus McDonald, and by the examinations of 
sundry witnesses before this Congress, that Alexander Mc- 
Donald, now, or late of Richmond County, has been con- 
certing measures and employing agents to enlist men to be 
employed against the liberties of America, 

Ordered, therefore, That the said Alexander McDonald 
be secured and kept in safe custody, and that all his papers 
be secured and examined ; and that Messrs, Abraham 
Brasher, Zephaniah Piatt, &nd Melancton Smith, be a 
Committee for that purpose ; apd that Colonel Lasher be 
desired to send a Sergeant's Guard (with those gentlemen) 
properly appointed, to attend them, and to obey Mr. Brasher 
in all things. 

Whereas, from the Information of Captain Thompson, 
received this day, there is reason to apprehend that Troops 
may soon arrive here from Ireland ; and from the evidence 
before this Congress, it appears that it would be very unsafe 
and imprudent to permit or suffer so dangerous a person .as 
Angus McDonald to remain in this Colony, and enjoy 
his liberty atjhis juncture : 

Ordered, therefore, That the said Angus McDonald 
be sent to General Wooster's camp, with a request from 
this Congress that he may be put in such a state of security 
as may" effectually prevent any mischief that might arise 
from his MSfglert atTaige. 

An&Ordered, That a request be sent to Colonel Lasher 
to send a guard of twelve trusty men, properly equipped 
and armed, to take the custody and charge of Angus Mc- 
Donald, and to convey him to General M' r ooster's camp at 
Greenwich, in Connecticut. And that the whole guard 
go with the said Angus McDonald to King's -Bridge; 
that half of the guard be at liberty to return from thence, 
and. that the other half of }he said guard proceed with the 
said Angus McDonald, by the way of White Plains, to 
General Wooster's camp. 

A Letter to General Wooster, covering a copy of the 
Affidavit of the, said Angus McDonald, was read, and 
approved of; and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, Juno 14, 1775. 

Sir: From die enclosed affidavit you will be able to 
collect the design of sending Angus McDonald to you 
under guard. . We have received information by Captain 
Tliompson, who [arrived here last night from Cork, in Ire- 
land, that four full Regiments have embarked in Ireland 
for this City, and may be expected here every hour ; we 
therefore think it unsafe to suffer so dangerous a person 
to enjoy his liberty at this juncture; and beg leave to re- 
commenaLJt to you to put him in such a state of security 
as may effectually prevent any mischief that might arise 
from his bejng left at large. 

We are, Sir, with great respect, your most humble ser- 
vants. 
To Major-General Wooster. 

Ordered, That a copy of the said Letter to General 
Wooster\e engrossed, signed by the President, and trans- 
mitted with the said Guards. 

Mc Foster (seconded by Colonel Clinton) moved in the 
words following, to wit : I move that a message be imme- 
diately despatc hed to Major-General Wooster, commanding 
a body of Troops in the southern part of Connecticut, 
requesting him forthwith to march the said Troops to the 
distance of five miles^of tFjis City, 

Agreeable to the tenth Rule of this Congress, at the 



request of the Deputies of three Counties, to wit : the 
Counties of Albany, Richmond, and Charlotte, 

Ordered, That this matter be deferred till to-morrow 
morning. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock. 

Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., June 15, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, and opened 
with prayers by the Reverend Mr. Mason. Present : 

For the City and County of New- York. — Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, Inquire, President; Isaac Low, Alexander 
McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, Abra- 
ham Walton, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, John 
De Lancey, James Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, Rich- 
ard Yates, David Clarkson, Thomas Smith, Benjamin 
Kissam, Jacobus Van Zandt, Isaac Sears, 

For the City and County of Albany. — Volkert P. Douw, 
Esq., Vice-President ; Robert Yates, Abraham Yates, 
Jacob Cuyler, Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Ro- 
bert Van Rensselaer, Henry Glenn. 

For Dutchess County — - Anthony Hoffman, Zephaniah 
Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Ephraim Payne, Gilbert 
Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Gysbert Schenck, Melanc- 
ton Smith, Nathaniel Sackett, 1 

For Ulster County. — James Clinton, Christopher Tappen, 
John Nicholson. 

For Orange County. — David Pye, Benjamin Tusteen, 
Jeremiah Clarke. 

For Suffolk County. — Thomas Tredwell, John Foster, 
Ezra L'Hommedieu. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris., Lewis Gra- 
ham, James Van Cortlandt, Joseph Drake, PTnTlip Van 
Cortlandt, James Holmes, Robert Graham, William 
Paulding. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen, 
Theodorus Polhemus, Nicholas Covenhoven, John Van- 
derbilt. . * ...._ 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Zebulon Williams, Samuel Townsliend, Joseph 
Robinson, Nathaniel Tom. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh. 

A Letter from Ethan Allen, bearing date at Crown 
Point, June 2d, instant, with a small addition wrote on the 
cover, was read ; 

Also another Letter from Ethan Allien and James Eas- 
ton, which appears to be a copy of a Letter by them sent 
to the People of Canada, was reacH 

Ordered, That the said Letters be filed. 

Mr. Sears informed the Congress, that there Is reason 
to believe that there is. Ammunition fn a store near the 
Battery, and delivered in a certifjcale oTGeorge Campbell, 
which was read. ..---..-.._ 

Ordered, That George Campbell a,ni his servant maid, 
Elizabeth Randon, be sent for. ....... 

Mr. Silvester, from the Committee appointed to examine 
into the case of William Duer, delivered in their Report, 
which being read, is in the words, following, to wit: 

Your Committee do reports That, agreeable to your 
order of the day, they have made a . full .inquiry into Mr. 
Duer's case, which they conceive to be of a mos t delicate 
nature. They are fully of opinion that insinuations against 
his conduct, with relation to the Northern Frontier of this 
Colony, have by some means been circulated, which in their 
nature deeply endanger his person" and property. That 
nevertheless they are fully conviiieed that thosejnsinua- 
tions are entirely groundless ; that they are altogether satis- 
fied of his integrity and attachment to American liberty ; 
and do therefore recommend i]im_ .ss^rejTTy merfling the 
publick countenance and protection i of this Congress. The 
above are the sentiments o.f your Committee, which is never- 
theless submitted to the better.QpTnibn^of"fFe Congress. 

By order: P, Silvester, Chairman. 

New- York, June 14, 1775. 

The Congress agree with the Committee in their said 
Report; and Ordered, That it be recommended by this 
Congress to all persons .within this Colony, and .other the 
inhabitants of America, pot to injure William Duer, Esq., 
either in his person or property. 
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Ordered, That Mr. ClarJcson and Mr. Vanderbilt, 
wait on Mr. Alderman Filkin and desire him to get two 
Constables and search a store near Bowden's house, to see 
whether there is any Gunpowder lodged there contrary to 
law r and to report to this Congress. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of Mr. Fos- 
ter's motion of yesterday; and thereupon, 

Ordered, That a message be immediately despatched 
to Major-General Wooster, now commanding a body of 
Troops in the southern part of Connecticut, requesting him 
forthwith to march the said Troops, with their tents and 
other necessaries, to the distance of five miles from this City, 
to be subject to the orders and directions of the Continen- 
tal or this Congress, while the said Troops shall continue 
in this Colony. 

And Resolved, That we will assist the Commissaries of 
the said Forces in procuring such necessaries for their ac- 
commodation as shall be to be procured within this Colony. 

A draught of a Letter to Gen. Wooster on that subject 
being read and approved of, is in the words following: 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, June 15, 1775. 

Sir : You will see by the enclosed order, that this Con- 
gress think it expedient to request you to march to this 
Colony with the Troops under your command. If you are 
not at liberty to comply with the terms of this order until 
you consult the Governour and Company of Connecticut 
on this subject, we beg you would immediately despatch 
this requisition to them, and transmit to us their determi- 
nation as soon as possible. 

As we have at present but few tents, we beg you would 
direct such as you have, to be sent to the place intended 
for their encampment, and make such other disposition for 
thesuppoft of your Troops as is in your power. 

We are, Sir, your most obedient humble servants. 

To Major-General Wooster. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and, together with a certified copy of the 
said order, transmitted by the first conveyance. 

Mr. Sears had leave of absence for a few days. 

Joseph Stephens delivered to the President his account, 
amounting to twelve pounds, for, going a messenger to 
Philadelphia at two different times. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esquire, 
pay the said account, and take his receipt for the same. 

MessiSi-ClarTcson and Vanderbilt returned, and report- 
ed that Alderman Filkin, with a Constable, had attended 
them; that they had searched Bowden's house and cellar, 
and a store adjoining, and that they found no Powder or 
Ammunition, there, 

Mr. Brasher, from the Committee appointed to go to 
St at en Island, reported, that they had executed the order of 
the Congress; that they had searched the house of Alex- 
ander McDonald, and found no papers relating to the rais- 
ing of Troops ; that they did not find Alexander Mc- 
Donald, and were informed that he is gone to Boston. 
He also -informed, the Congress that the expense of the 
boat, and provisions for the men who attended on the said 
Committee, amounts to three pounds five shillings ; which 
was disbursed _by Mr. Melanclon Smith. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esquire, 
repay Mr. Smith' the said three pounds five shillings, and 
take his receipt. 

All which he dicTTmrnediately. 

The Memorial and Petition of Ebenezer Hazard, rela- 
ting to a Post-Office, and praying to be appointed Post- 
master, was read. 

Also _a_ Letter. jroin William Goddard (covering several 
large packages of Papers) on the same subject, was read. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Kerpfomcfc, Roosevelt, and Rich- 
ard Yates, be a Committee to take the said Petition, Let- 
ter, and Papers into consideration, and report thereon to 
this Congress with all convenient speed. 

Ordered, That no person whatsoever presume to inocu- 
late for the_ SmalkPox within this Colony before the first 
day of December next, and that the several Committees 
within their respective Districts carefully observe that there 
be a punctual compliance with this order. 



Ordered, That a copy of this order be published in the 
Newspapers. 

Ordered, That Mr. Marsh have leave of absence, and 
it is agreed that Mr. Williams shall have a vote, and repre- 
sent Charlotte County. 

Ordered, That two Members of those present from Al- 
bany County have leave of absence. 

The Congress adjourned to five o'clock, P. M. 

Die Jovis, 5 ho. P. M., June 15, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Thomas Smith, Esq., obtained leave of absence during 
the remainder of this week. 

The Congress then adjourned to meet at the City-Hall 
at nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., June 16, 1775. 
The Congress met at the City-Hall pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. Opened with prayers by the Reverend Mr. Treat. 
Present: 

For the City and County of New- York. — Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, Esq., President ; Isaac Low, Alexander Mc- 
Dougall, Leonard Lispenard, Abraham Walton, Abra- 
ham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, John De Lancey, James 
Beekinan, Samuel Verplanck, David Clarkson, John 
Morin Scott, John Van Cortlandt, Jacobus Van Zandt, 
John Marston. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Abraham Yates, 
Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert Van Rensse- 
laer, Henry Glenn. 

For Dutchess County. — Anthony Hoffman, Zephaniah 
Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Ephraim Payne, Jonathan 
Landon, Gysbert Schenck, Melancton Smith, Nathaniel 
Sackelt. 

For Ulster County. — James Clinton, Christopher Tappen, 
John Nicholson. 

For Orange County. — David Pye, Benjamin Tusteen, 
John Herring. 

For Suffolk County. — Thomas Tredwell, John Foster, 
Ezra L'Hommedieu. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis Gra- 
ham, James Van Cortlandt, Joseph Drake, Philip Van 
Cortlandt, James Holmes, Robert Graham, William 
Paulding. _^_ 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen, 
John Leffertse, Nicholas Covenhoven, John Vanderbilt. 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micheau, John Journey, 
Aaron Cortelyou, Richard Conner, Richard Lawrence. 

For Queen's County. — Jacob BTackwell, Jonathan. Law- 
rence, Zebulon Williams, SamueJ Townshend, Joseph 
Robinson, Nathaniel Tom. ,.. _._., , ._.,., .„ .,,. .„„.„- .„ 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, William Marsh. 

Mr. John N. Bleecker sent in a return of Stores and 
Provisions which have been received at Albany from New- 
York ; of the quantities forwarded Jo Fort George; and 
of such as yet remain at Albany, or have been there ex- 
pended. The said return was read and filed. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the proposal 
of Robert Boyd and Henry Walkeys ; and after some time 
spent therein, a draught of a Letter to Robert Boyd on the 
subject of making Gun-Barrels was read and approved, 
and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, June 16, 1775. 

Sir: It will be impossible for us to give the due en- 
couragement to the business which you mention in your 
letter, without first conversing with you on the subject. 
We beg, therefore, you would come to New- York with the 
utmost despatch, and then, when we shall have heard 
what are the expenses of the undertaking, and what work 
can be performed in a given time, we shall be able to con- 
tract wtih you for such number as will render the business 
practicable. We are, Sir, yourTeiy humble servants. 

By order and on behalf of the Provincial Congress. 
To Mr. Robert Boyd, New-Windsor. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the President, and transmitted. .... 
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Ordered, That Mr. Peter T. Curtenius, as Commissary 
of this Congress, be desired to purchase the following 
quantities of Ravens Duck, Ticking, and Bell Tents, of 
such persons as will sell the same on the publick credit, to 
wit : 427 pieces of good Ravens Duck ; 182 yards of Tick- 
ing, fit to make Bell Tents; and twenty -six Bell Tents, 
which are at Hayman Levy's, if they are of a proper fash- 
ion, good, and of a cheap or reasonable price. 

And Ordered, That Mr. Curtenius examine a number 
of Haversacks which are at Hayman Levy's; that if he 
find them of good quality and proper shape, and cheap, 
that he purchase them if to be sold on the publick credit. 

Ordered, That Captain Montgomerie, Mr. Van Zandt, 
Mr. BeeJcman, and Mr. Brasher, be a Committee to get 
as many Tents as they shall think necessary made with all 
possible despatch. 

Mr. Payne and Mr. Piatt have obtained leave of absence. 

Ordered, That Colonel Hoffman, Mr. Glenn, Mr. Mc- 
Dougall, and Mr. Paulding, be a Committee to inquire into 
the depth of water in Hudson's River, from the City of 
New- York to New-Windsor. 

The Congress then adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Satumii, 9 ho. A. M., June 17, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, and opened 

with prayers by the Rev. Dr. Livingston. Present : 

For the City and County of New- York. — Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, Esquire, President; Isaac Low, Alexander 
McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, Isaac 
Roosevelt, John De Lancey, James Beekman, Samuel 
Verplanck, Richard Yates, Benjamin Kissam, Jacobus 
Van Zandt. 

For th§__City and County of Albany. — Abraham Yates, 
Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert Van Rensse- 
laer, Henry Glenn. 

For Dutchess County. — Anthony Hoffman, Zephaniah 
Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Jonathan Landon, Gys- 
bert Schenck, Melancton Smith, Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — James Clinton, Christopher Tappen, 
John Nicholson. 

For Orange County. — David Pye, Benjamin Tusteen, 
John Herring, Jeremiah Clarke. 

For Suffolk County. — -Thomas Tredwell, John Foster, 
Ezra L'Hommedieu. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis Gra- 
ham, James Van Cortlandt, James Holmes, Robert 
Graham. 

For King's County. — Johannes E. Lott, Henry Williams, 
John X,effertse, Nicholas Covenhoven. 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micheau, John Journey, 
. Aaron Cortelyou, Richard Conner, Richard Lawrence. 

For Queen's County. — Jonathan Lawrence, Zebulon Wil- 
liams, Samuel Townshend- 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams. 

The President mentioned that a gentleman who is a 
member of a Committee in Neiv-Jersey, and a Delegate 
to New-Jersey Congress, has informed him that he con- 
ceives ..it will be of great use in some parts of the Colony 
of New-Jersey, to let him have a copy of the Affidavit of 
Angus McDonald. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be delivered to that gen- 
tleman by the President. _ 

Mr. Van Zandt, from the Committee appointed to get 
as many Tents made as they shall think necessary, reported, 
that they had agreed with sundry Upholsterers to make two 
hundred and fifty Tents, and to furnish all materials (Duck 
excepted) for jnaking the said Tents, with Tent Poles, 
Mallets, and other necessaries for the said Tents, at the 
rate of .fifteen Shillings for each Tent. That the said Up- 
holsterers have agreed with them to have the said two 
hundred and fifty Tents finished by the latter end of next 
week ; and some of them will be finished fit for use by 
next Wednesday or Thursday. 

Mr. McDougall informed the President in publick Con- 
gress, that, in pursuance of the order of this Congress, of 
the ninth instant, he had applied to the Committee of the 
City of [New-York; and received of the said Committee 



the sum of Two Hundred Pounds ; and Mr. McDougall 
immediately paid One Hundred Pounds of the said money 
to Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., the President, and 
took his receipt for the same. 

A Letter received from Major-General Wooster, dated 
Camp at Greenwich, June 15, 1775, was read and filed. 

Doctor Graham and Mr. Van Vleeck delivered in the 
Proposals of Messrs. Van Vleeck and Kip for undertaking 
Saltpetre works in this City. 

Ordered, That the said Proposals lay for further consi- 
deration. 

Captain Jeffrey, the captain of the Packet, being re- 
quested to attend this Congress, and attending at the door, 
was called in ; and, in substance, informed the Congress, 
that on Tuesday last, about thirty leagues to the southeast 
of Sandy-Hook he saw the Spry, man-of-war, now a 
transport, with part of the Forty-Fourth Regiment on 
board. That he was informed by some of the officers of 
the Troops on board the Spry, that the Mercury, man-of- 
war, had ordered the Spry transport to Boston, and was 
cruising thereabout to order all the transports with Troops, 
which were destined to New- York, to proceed to Boston ; 
that he has also had the like information, from some of the 
officers of the Mercury. 

Thereupon, a draught of a Letter to Major-General 
Wooster was read, and approved of; and is in the words 

following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, June 17, 1775. 

Sir: Being well informed that four Regiments, contain- 
ing near three thousand effective meir, were sailed in trans- 
ports for this City, we took the liberty to request the 
assistance of those brave sons of freedom who are under 
your command. We are this instant furthexinfonned that 
the Mercury, ship-of-war, was cruising upon our coast, and 
is now at Sandy-Hook, to order those trans_ports \oBos_ton 
immediately ; and did, on Tuesday last, thirty leagues to 
the southeast of the Hook, deliver his orders to the Old 
Spry, man-of-war, now a transport, with part of the Forty- 
Fourth Regiment on board, which immediately altered her 
course. From hence we conclude that a very capital stroke 
is meditated against our brethren of the Massachusetts-Bay . 
You best can determine, Sir, whether it is proper on this 
occasion for the forces under your command to march west- 
ward; but we are led to believe. that it. is of more impor- 
tant consequence to secure the several passes with which 
nature hath bounteously fortified the east ern cou ntry ; that 
if some unexpected chance of war should prove fatal to us 
in the first contest, the enemy may, by such means, receive 
a check in his career of vengeance. 

We beg you to transmit this intelligence to the Provin- 
cial Camp with the utmost despatch. We are, Sir, your 
most obedient humble servants. .;.... 

By order and on behalf of the Provincial Congress. 
To Major-General Wooster. '...._.. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the President, and transmitted by Jacob Shafer as a mes- 
senger for that purpose. 

A draught of a Letter to the Delegates from this Colo- 
ny at the Continental Congress, wayalso read and ap- 
proved. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be_ engrossed, and signed 
by the President ; and that a copy of the Resolve and Or- 
der of this Congress of the 15th instant, for introducing 
the Connecticut Forces, under the command of General 
Wooster; a copy of the Letter to General Wooster from 
this Congress of the same date ; and the before written 
Letier to General Wooster of this day, be enclosed to the 
said Delegates ; and that the same be .forwarded by the 
messenger from the Massachusetts-Bay now on his way to 
Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to prepare a 
Plan of Accommodation between Great Britain and the 
Colonies, in order to be prepared to give the sentiments 
of this Congress thereon to the Delegates of this Colony, 
bring in their Report on Wednesday next. 

The Congress then adjourned to Monday next, at four 
o'clock, P. M, . 
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Die Lunse, June 19, 1775, 4to ho. P. M. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, and ad- 
journed to nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Die Martis, 9 ho. A. M., June 20, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, and open- 
ed with prayers by the Kev. Mr. Bowden. Present : 
For the City and County of New-York. — Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., President; Isaac Low, Alex- 
ander McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Abraham Walton, 
Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, John De Lancey, 
James Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, Richard Yates, 
David Clarkson, Thomas Smith, Benjamin Kissam, John 
Van Cortlandt, Jacobus Van Zandt, John Marston. 
For the City and County of Albany. — Abraham Yates, 
Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert Van Rensse- 
laer, Henry Glenn. 
For Dutchess County. — Anthony Hoffman, Zephaniah 
Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Jonathan Landon, Me- 
lancton Smith, Nathaniel Sackett. 
For Ulster County. — James Clinton, Christopher Tappen. 
For Orange County. — John Coe, David Pye, Benjamin 
Tusteen, Peter Clowes, John Herring, Jeremiah Clarke. 
For Suffolk County. — Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, John 
SIoss Hobart, Thomas Tredwel], John Foster, Ezra 
L'Hornmedieu, Thomas Wickham. 
For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis Gra- 
ham, James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, Philip Van 
Cortlandt, James Holmes, David Dayton, John Tho- 
mas, Jun. 
For King's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen, 

Theodorus Polhemus, John Leffertse. 
For Richmond County. — Aaron Cortelyou, Richard Law- 
rence. 
For Queen's County. — Jonathan Lawrence, Zebulon Wil- 
liams, Samuel Townshend, Joseph Robinson. 
For Charlotte County. — John Williams. 

Tryon County. — The Deputies from Tryon County 
attending at the door, were called in, and produced a Cer- 
tificate signed by Nicholas Herkimer, Chairman pro tem- 
pore, and Andrew Finck, Junior, Clerk of a meeting of 
the Committee of Tryon County, held on the eleventh of 
June, instant, whereby it appears that Christopher P. 
Yates and John Marlett, Esquires, were appointed Depu- 
ties' to attend this Provincial Congress without delay, and 
to act, in conjunction with the Members thereof, upon this 
very alarming and calamitous situation of British America. 
The said Certificate being read and filed, 
Ordered, That those gentlemen take their seats. 

The President informed the Congress that he had re- 
ceived sundry Letters from Philadelphia, by a messenger 
returned from, thence, and who had been sent there with 
despatchesjTrom this Congress by John Jay, Esquire. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esquire, 
the President, pay the said messenger. And it is further 
ordered, thaLthe ..President, for the future, pay all messen- 
gers who shall be employed by this Congress, taking their 
respective.recelpts for the sums paid to them. 

A Letter 'from James Duane, Esquire, on behalf of 
himself and the other Delegates from this Colony, dated 
Philadelphia, June 17, 1775, was read and filed. 

The Resolutio n of the Continental Congress therein 
mentioned, ofThe 16tH Instant, was read, and is in the 
words foirdwing, to wit : 

"In Congress, June 16, 1775. 

!< Resolved, That the Provincial Convention of New- 
York be clesired immediately to apply to Governour 
Trumbull to order the Connecticut Troops now stationed 
at Greenwich, Stamford, and parts adjacent, to march to- 
wards New-York; and that part of them occupy such 
Posts upon that Island as the said Provincial Convention 
shall judge best adapted to prevent the communication 
between the town and country from being cut off; the 
remainder of the Troops to be employed in securing the 
navigation of Hudson 's River, by erecting Batteries at such 
places as the said Convention shall judge the most proper 
to answer that purpose. 

" A true copy from the Minutes : 

, "Charles Thomson, Secretary." 



A Letter from Major-General fVooster, dated the 17th 
instant, was read and filed, and is in the words following, 
to wit : 

" Greenwich, June 17, 1775. 

" Sir: Your favour of the 15th instant, in behalf of the 
Provincial Congress, with the enclosed order, 1 receiv- 
ed yesterday morning, and immediately despatched the re- 
quisition to the Governour, who, together with the Coun- 
cil of War, are empowered by our Assembly to order the 
destination of the Troops. 1 shall hold myself in readi- 
ness to march whenever I receive the Governour's orders. 

" I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

" David Wooster. 
" To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esquire." 

Another Letter from Major-General Wooster, of the 
18th instant, was also read and filed, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

" Greenwich, June 18, 1775. 

" Sir : Your favour, in behalf of your Congress, I have 
just received ; a copy of which I have transmitted by ex- 
press both to the Camp near Boston, and to our Gover- 
nour. I should be very glad to hear that your proportion 
of men, for the defence of the Country, were raised and 
well equipped, as it is of the utmost importance that a 
place of such consequence as New-York should be put in 
the best posture of defence. 

" I am, in haste, your most obedient humble servant, 
"David Wooster, Major-General. 
" To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esquire." 

The President informed the Congress that about thir- 
teen hundred weight of Gunpowder is brought to this City, 
and that the Congress may have it to purchase, if they 
think fit. 

Ordered, That Mr. McDougall agree for and purchase 
the said Powder; and that he forward one thousand weight 
thereof to the Colony of Connecticut, for the use of the 
Provincial Army near Boston, with a Letter to Governour 
Trumbull, enclosing a copy of the Resolve of the Conti- 
nental Congress of the 16th instant, and therein request of 
him to forward from their most easterly magazine the like 
quantity to the Camp of the Provincial Army of the Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay. 

And Ordered, That Mr. McDougall forward the re- 
maining three hundred weight of the said Powder to the 
Agents at Albany, to be forwarded to Ticonderoga. 

A draught of a Letter to Governour Trumbull, on the 
subjects above mentioned, was read, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, June 20, 1775. 

Sir : We enclose you a letter forwarded from the Con- 
gress to our care, a part of the contents whereof we are 
made acquainted with. You will observe, Sir, that the 
resolutions of the Congress, on the subject of marching 
your Troops hither, are previous to the important intelli- 
gence communicated to General Wooster last Saturday. 
How the Congress would have determined if they had 
known that the Troops intended for this post were ordered 
to Boston, we know not. . But we desire yon, Sir, to use 
your own good judgment upon the whole of the intelli- 
gence conveyed to you, and be confident that we shall 
heartily acquiesce. We have lately received a small sup- 
ply Of gunpowder, and shall very soon forward to General 
Wooster half a ton for the Provincial Army near Boston, 
that it may be despatched with the utmost speed. We 
pray you to send so much thither from your easternmost 
magazine. 

We are, Sir, your most obedient servants. 

By order and on behalf of the Congress. 

To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour of the 
Colony of Connecticut. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the President, and, together with a copy of the Resolve of 
the Continental Congress of the 16th instant, to be there- 
in enclosed, sent by Mr. Bradford, who offers his service 
as a messenger for that purpose. ..-..-; 

A draught of a Letter to Major-General Wooster was 
read and approved, and is in the words following, to wit : 
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:," iiijcii^i-vtr i-v-te^r In Provincial Congress, June 2,0, 1775. 

Sir: We have received your favours of the 17th and 
18th instant, and beg leave to testify to you our high sense 
of the readiness which you shew to assist our Colony. 
That honest zeal which inspirits the bosoms of our coun- 
trymen in Connecticut commands our admiration and praise. 
With the warmest affection for them, the most fervent 
attention to the publick welfare, and the greatest respect, 
Sir, for you, we are your very humble servants. 

By order and on behalf of the Provincial Congress. 

To Major-General Wooster. 

P. S, We enclose a letter for you received by our mes- 
senger from Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and sent by Mr. Bradford. 

A Letter from John Hancock, Esquire, President of 
the Continental Congress, bearing date on the 12th inst., 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

" Philadelphia, June 12, 1775. 

<" Gentlemen : By order of the Congress I forward 
you the enclosed Resolves, passed on the 10th instant, the 
importance and propriety of which you will readily per- 
ceive, as the safely of America greatly depends on our 
having it in our power to supply ourselves with the means 
of defence. I am, gentlemen, your most obedient humble 
servant, John Hancock, President. 

" To the Members of the Provincial Congress of New- 
York." 

The Resolves of the Continental Congress, received, en- 
closed in the above Letter, were also read and filed. 

The„ Mayor of the City informed the President that 
without the aid of this Congress, Captain Vanderput, of 
the Ship Asia, cannot get any small necessaries for him- 
self or his Ship ; and that Captain Vanderput requests 
such aid of this Congress as may give him relief in the 
premises. 

Ordered, That Abraham Lott, Esquire, be at liberty to 
supply Captain Vanderput and the Ship Asia with such 
small necessaries as may be wanted from time to time. 

A Letter from Mr. Brook Watson to the President, 
setting forth that he is going into Canada, mentioning his 
suite, and the Letters in his custody, and requesting such 
Letter from Congress as may facilitate his journey ; and 
also a card from Lord and Lady Chatham, were read : 

And thereupon a draught of a recommendatory Passport 
for the said Brook Watson and his suite, was prepared, 
read, and approved of, and is in the words following, to 
wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, June 20, 1775, 

To all Officers in the service of the Colonies, Members of 
Committees, and others of the friends of American 
liberty, greeting : 

Brethren : Take notice that Mr. Brook Watson, now 
about to depart hence for the Province of Quebcck, hav- 
ing applied to this Congress for a passport, we, well con- 
vinced that the said Brook Watson is a true friend to this 
Country and its rights, do desire you to give him every 
assistance, and shew him all the civilities in your power, 
and that you forward him and his suite, being Messieurs 
Joseph Marie Tonnencour and Louis Perras, companions 
of the said Brook Watson, and Daniel McKinzie, his 
servant. We are, gentlemen, your humble servants. 

By order and on behalf of the Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and countersigned by the Secretaries, 
and delivered to Mr. Brook Watson; and that Messrs. 
Morris, Richard Yates, Clarkson, and Low, be a Com- 
mittee to wait on him, and receive of him such informa- 
tion as he. can give that may be useful for the interest of 
America. 

A copy of a Letter bearing date at Newport, on the 
14th instant, from Jonathan Otis, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Inspection there, was read and filed. 

A draught of a Letter to the Committees of East and 
South-Hampton, was read, and is in the words following, 
to wit : 



In Provincial Congress, New-York, Juno 20, 1775. 

Gentlemen : A copy of the Letter from the Commit- 
tee of Newport to your Committee, concerning certain 
persons now under inoculation in your Town, being laid 
before us, we earnestly recommend to you that you would 
be very careful that they be so secu*«d and sent off as not 
to have it in their power to spread the infection. You 
have enclosed the resolution of this Congress prohibiting 
inoculation for the small-pox until the first of December 
next. We are, &c. 
To the Committees of Observation of the Towns of East 

and South- Hampton. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the President, and, with a copy of the Resolve of this Con- 
gress against Inoculation for the Small-Pox, be delivered 
to Mr. L'Hommedieu to be forwarded. 

A Certificate from Jonathan Wells, Samuel Wadsworth, 
and Epaphras Bull, the Committee of Hartford, bearing 
date the 13th instant, certifying that Richard Sharpless, 
the bearer, is one of the soldiers lately taken at Ticonde- 
roga, and was coming to New-York to collect money due 
to him, was read ; and the_ soldier mentioned in the said 
Certificate attending at the door, and being lame, 

Ordered, That the Doorkeeper provide Lodging for 
him at the cheapest rate, until the further order of this 
Congress. 

Mr. Verplanck (seconded by Mr. Melancton Smith) 
moved in the following words, to wit : > 

I move that the sum of £2,000, when we receive the 
Continental Currency, be lent to Messrs. J^an Vletck and 
Kip, at five per cent., for the term of two years, they 
giving security for the same, to enable them to manufac- 
ture Saltpetre ; and that this Congress engage to take from 
them any quantity of Saltpetre, under twenty tons, that 
they may manufacture in this Colony within a twelve- 
month, at the rate of 2s, 6d. per pound. 

And debates arose thereon, and the question being put, 
it was carried in the negative in the manner following, to 
wit : 

For the Motion. Against the Motion. 

County of Dutchess, City and County of Albany, 

County of Ulster, County of Richmond, 

County of Suffolk, County of Charlotte, 

County of Orange. — 8. County of King's, 

County of Westchester, 
County of Tryon, 
City and County of Nei$-Y6rk, 
County of Queen's. — 19. 

A Letter from John Hancock, Esquire, President of 
the Continental Congress, bearing date the 15th instant, 
was read, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Philadelphia, June 15, 1775. 

" Gentlemen: Your letter, of 10th instant, to the Dele- 
gates of New-York, has been laid before the Congress, in 
consequence of which I am dij - ectj<Ltp ..return you the 
thanks of the Congress for your vigilance in the case of 
Captain Coffin's vessel, and to recommend to you that the 
vessel be unloaded, and the cargo safely stored, until all 
just suspicions concerning the destination of it shall be 
removed. I am, gentlemen, your most obedient humble 
servant, John Hancock, President. 

" To the Members of the Provincial Congress, New- York." 

A Letter from the Provincial, Congress of New-Hamp- 
shire, together with a certified" copy of a Resolve of that 
Congress, were read and filed. 

Ordered, That Mr. Tappen and Mr. Christopher P. 
Yates be added to the Comuyttee for the arrangement of 
Troops to be raised in this Colony. 

The Congress adjourned to to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Die Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M., June 21, 1775, 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, and opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Mr, Moore. Present : 
For the City and County of New- York.— Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., President; Isaac Low> Alex- 
ander McDougall, LeonarcLLispenard, Abraham Wal- 
ton, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, John De Lan- 
cey, James Beekman, Samuel Verplanclc, Richard 
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Yates, David Qarkson, Thomas Smith, Benjamin Kis- 
sam, John Morin Seott, Jacobus Van Zandt, John Mar- 
ston. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Abraham Yates, 
Jun., Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert Van 
Rensselaer, Henry Glenn. 

For Dutchess County. — Anthony Hoffman, Zephaniah 
Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Jonathan Landon, Gys- 
bert Schenck, Melancton Smith, Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — Johannes Hardenbergb, James Clin- 
ton, Christopher Tappen. 

For Orange County. — John Coe, Benjamin Tusteen, John 
Herring. 

For Suffolk County. — Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 
Hobart, Thomas Wickham, Thomas Tredwell, John 
Foster. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis Gra- 
ham, James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, Philip Van 
Cortlandt, James Holmes, David Dayton, John Tho- 
mas, Jun., William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Theodorus Polhemus, John Lef- 
fertse, Nicholas Covenhoven, John Vanderbilt. 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micheau, Aaron Cortelyou, 
Richard Lawrence. 

For Queen's County. — Jonathan Lawrence, Zebulon Wil- 
liams, Samuel Townshend, Joseph Robinson. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams. 

For Tri/on County. — Christopher P. Yates, John Marlett. 

For Cumberland County. — John Hazeltine, Paul Spooner, 
William William s. 

A Letter from John Hazeltine, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Cumberland County, was read and filed. 

The gentlemen who are Deputies from Cumberland 
County, produced a set of Resolves entered into by the 
Delegates of the several Towns in the said County, con- 
vened at the Court-House at Westminster, on the sixth 
instant, signed by John Hazeltine, Chairman, and Sol. 
Phelps, D. Clerk ; and by the conclusion of the sixth and 
last Resolve it appears and is certified that Colonel John 
Hazeltine, Doctor Paul Spooner, and William Williams, 
Esquire, were voted and elected Deputies for that County 
to attend, meet, and join in this Congress; the said Re- 
solves and Certificate were read and filed : 

And Ordered, That these gentlemen take their seats. 

The Petition of Joseph Johnson, on behalf of himself 
and three other Indians therein named, praying for a Pass- 
port and letter of safe conduct for himself and the said 
three other Indians to New-London, in Connecticut, and 
some small aid in money, to assist them in their journey, 
was read and filed. 

Ordered, That a Passport and letter of safe conduct 

. be made and delivered to the said Joseph Johnson and 

his three companions, by name, in their journey to Neiv- 

Lnndon, and that the President give him Ten Pounds to 

assist him and his companions in their journey. 

A Letter from John Bay, Secretary of the Committee 
of Albany, was read, and is in the words following, to wit : 

"Albany, June 16, 1775. 

"Sir: By order of the Committee of this City and 
County, of the 15th instant, you have enclosed a copy of 
a letter from the Reverend Samuel Kirkland, Missionary 
among the Oneida Indians. I am, Sir, your humble ser- 
vant, John Bay, Secretary pro tern. 
" To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esquire, President of the 

Provincial Congress, New-Yorjc." 

The copy of the Letter from Mr. Kirkland, therein en- 
closed, was read and filed, and is in the words following, 
to wit : 

"Cherry Valley, June 9, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : This acknowledges the receipt of your 
favour, with an enclosed paper, the authenticity of which 
I have no doubt. I am much embarrassed at present. 
You have doubtless heard Colonel Johnson has orders 
from Government to remo ve the dissenting Missionaries 
from the Six Nations, till the difficulties betwixt Great 
Britain and theXJolonies are settled. In consequence of 
which lie has forbid my return to my people at Oneida. 
He has since given encouragement that I may revisit them 
after the Congress; but, to be plain, I have no dependance 



at all upon his promises of this kind in particular. He 
appears unreasonably jealous of me, and has forbid my 
speaking a word to the Indians, and threatened me with 
confinement if I transgress. All he has against me J sup- 
pose to be this : a suspicion that I have interpreted to the 
Indians the doings of the Continental Congress, which 
has undeceived and too much opened the eyes of the In- 
dians for Colonel Johnson's purposes. I confess to you, 
gentlemen, that 1 have been guilty of this, if it be any 
transgression. The Indians found out that I had received 
the abstracts of said Congress, and insisted upon knowing 
the contents. I could not deny them, notwithstanding my 
cloth, though in all other respects I have been extremely 
cautious not to meddle in matters of a political nature. 

" I apprehend my interpreting the doings of the Congress 
to a number of their Sachems, has done more real service 
to the cause of the Country, or the cause of truth and 
justice, than five hundred pounds in presents would have 
effected. If you think proper, you may acquaint your 
Provincial Congress with the contents of this, but you 
must be cautious in exposing my name ; you cannot but 
be sensible my situation is extremely difficult. You may 
expect either to see or hear from me again very soon ; 
wishing you the blessings of peace, and that we may all 
be disposed to acquiesce in the Divine Government. 

" In utmost haste subscribe, gentlemen, your obedient 
and very humble servant, Samuel Kirkland. 

" To the Committee of Albany. 

"A true copy: John Bay, Sec'y pro tern." 

Ordered, That Mr. Abraham Yates, Colonel Harden- 
bergh, Mr. Silvester, Mr. Glenn, and Mr. Christopher P. 
Yates, be a Committee to consider of such directions as 
may be proper for this Congress to give, and such mea- 
sures as may be useful to be by them adopted, with respect 
to the Oneidas, and other Indian Nations, and that they 
report with all convenient speed. 

Ordered, That Colonel Tusteen and Colonel Hazeltine 
be added to the Committee for arrangement of the Forces 
to be raised in this Colony. 

A Letter from the following gentlemen, to wit : Benja- 
min Carpenter, Chairman of the Committee of New-Marl- 
borough ; Samuel Brewster, Chairman of the Committee 
of New- Wind sor ; and Isaac Belknap, Chairman pro tern. 
of the Committee of Newburgh, was read and filed. 

Ordered, That Mr. Thomas Smith, Mr. John Wil- 
liams, Mr. Richard Yates, and Mr. Verplanck, be a Com- 
mittee to consider of the best methods to carry into 
execution the Resolve of the Continental Congress with 
relation to Saltpetre and Sulphur, and to make report with 
all convenient speed. 

Mr. McDougall reported a list of the persons in the 
City of New-York who have got Saltpetre, and of the 
quantity that each person has on hand, by which it appears 
that the whole quantity of Saltpetre now in Town amounts 
to two hundred and eighty-seven pounds. 

A draught of a Letter to the Committee of the City of 
New-York to attend a copy of the Resolve of the Conti- 
nental Congress of the tOth instant, was read and approved, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

"In Provincial Congress,- New-York, June 21, 1775. 

Gentlemen : You will see from the enclosed order, 
that the Committees of the respective Counties are re- 
quested to collect all the Saltpetre, Sulphur, and Brim- 
stone in their several Towns and Districts, and to transmit 
the same with all possible despatch to this Congress. We 
recommend this matter to your immediate attention, and 
beg you will purchase up all the Saltpetre in this City and 
County, and communicate to this Congress the quantity of 
Brimstone and Sulphur that may be purchased in Town, 
that we may be able to carry into execution the Resolve 
of the Continental Congress. We are, gentlemen, your 
very humble servants. 

By order and on behalf of the Provincial Congress. 

To the General Committee of Association for the City arid 
County of New- York. 

Ordered, That the state of Queen's County be taken 
into consideration to-morrow morning. 
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Ordered, That the Committee for preparing a draught 
of the sentiments of this Congress on the terms of a recon- 
ciliation with Great Britain, at their request be indulged 
in bringing in their said Report till to-morrow morning. 

The Congress adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., June 22. 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Dr. Auchmuty. Present : 

For the CUy and County of New- York. — Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, Esquire, President; Isaac Low, Alexander 
McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Abraham Walton, Abra- 
ham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, John De Lancey, James 
Be ekmaj), Samuel Verplanck, David Clarkson, Thomas 
Smith, Benjamin Kissam, John Van Cortlandt, Jacobus 
Van Zandt, John Marston, Isaac Sears. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Abraham Yates, 
Peter_ Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert Van Rensse- 
laer, Henry Glenn. 

For Dutchess County. — Anthony Hoffman, Zephaniah 
Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Jonathan Landon, Melanc- 
ton Smith, Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — Johannes Hardenbergh, James Clin- 
ton, Christopher Tappen. 

For Orange County. — John Coe, Benjamin Tusteen, John 
Herring. 

For Suffolk County. — Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss Ho- 
bart, John Foster, Thomas Wickham, James Havens, 
Selah Strong. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis Gra- 
ham, James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, Philip Van 
Cortlandt, James Holmes, David Dayton, John Thomas, 
Jun., William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Johannes E. Lott, Henry Williams, 
Jeremiah Remsen,Theodorus Polhemus, John Lefiertse, 
Nicholas Covenhoven, John Vanderbilt. 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micheau, Aaron Cortelyou, 
Richard Lawrence. 

-For Queen's County. — Jonathan Lawrence, Zebulon Wil- 
liams, Samuel Townshend, Joseph Robinson. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams. 

For Tryon County. — Christopher P. Yates, John Marlett. 

For Cumberland County. — John Hazeltine, William Wil- 
liams, Paul Spooner. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerard Bancker be requested to 
have all the Barracks in this City immediately cleansed 
and made wholesome, so that they may be ready to receive 
such Troops as this Congress shall direct. 

A draught of a Passport for Mr. Joseph Johnson and 
his Indian companions, was read and approved, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

Tn Provincial Congress, New-York, June 22, 1775. 

To all Officers in the service of the Colonies, Members of 
Committees, and others, the friends of American liberty, 
greeting : 

Brethben: Know ye, that Mr. Joseph Johnson, an 
Indian of the Mohegan tribe, and a licensed Preacher of 
the Gospel amongst the New-England and Oneida In- 
dians, having applied to this Congress for a passport for 
himself and three .other Indians, his companions, now 
here, on a journey from the Oneida Country to New-Lon- 
don, in Connecticut , we, well convinced of the friendly 
disposition of the said Joseph Johnson to the inhabitants 
of the American Colonies, and of his intentions and good 
offices to preserve and maintain peace and harmony between 
them and the Indian Nations, do request and desire you to 
afford all necessary aid and protection to the said Joseph 
Johnson and his three Indian companions, being James 
Shattock, John Skesuck and Samuel Tollman, and to per- 
mit them to pass freely and safely in their jounrey to New- 
London aforesaid. 

We do also hereby request of the said Joseph Johnson, in 
our names and on behalf of the whole Colony of New- York, 
to assure the Oneida Nation, and all other our old friends 
and allies of the confederated Indian Nations, that we love 
and esteem them as our brethren ; that we desire to main- 
tain with them the old friendship which subsisted between 
us from the time of our forefathers, and that the path be- 



tween us may be kept free and open at all times ; and that 
we desire they do not give ear to any false reports whatso- 
ever to the contrary. 

By order and on behalf of the Provincial Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the President, and countersigned by the Secretaries, and 
delivered to the said Joseph Johnson. 

It is recommended by this Congress to the General Com- 
mittee of Association of the City and County of New- York, 
that they do immediately take the most effectual means in 
their power to prevent the Small-Pox from spreading in this 
City or County, and for securing the City as much as pos- 
sible from the danger of infection from that disease. 

The Order of the Day, for consideration of the state of 
Queen's County, being read, and after some time spent 
therein, 

Resolved, That Thomas Hicks, Joseph French, and 
Daniel Rapalye, Esquires, who were elected Deputies to 
represent Queen's County in this Congress, and liave not 
as yet attended, be requested to take their seats in this 
Congress, on Tuesday next, or assign their reasons for 
neglecting to attend. 

And it is Ordered, That Captain Richard Thorne, who 
has neglected to attend this Congress for some time past, 
be also requested to attend on Tuesday next. 

Ordered, That the Members for Queen's County do, 
on Tuesday morning next, report to this Congress their 
opinion of the conduct of their constituents with regard to 
the controversy now subsisting between Great Britain and 
the American Colonies, and what steps have been taken 
by any of the inhabitants of that County to defeat the 
measures adopted or necessary to be adopted by the Con- 
tinental and this Congress for the preservation of our rights 
and privileges. 

The Committee appointed to report the subject-matter 
of a proper Plan of Accommodation with Great Britain, 
delivered in their Report, which was read, and the same 
being read a second time, 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Saturday morning next ; that the Members of each County 
have leave to take one copy thereof, each copy to be 
numbered by one of the Secretaries, who shall take a me- 
morandum of the name of the Member who shall take with 
him such copy, and the number of the copy by him taken, 
that all the said copies may on Saturday next be returned 
to and filed with the Secretaries. And all. the Members 
are directed by the President from the chair to take the 
utmost care to preserve the said copies secret, and to keep 
secret the subject-matter thereof. And it is agreed that no 
Member shall transcribe the said Report, or take any copy 
from the copies taken out of the House for the use of the 
Members of each County, and that all the said copies shall 
on Saturday next be returned to the Secretaries. 

Mr. Thomas Wickham delivered tbe General Associa- 
tion, in a book signed by the Freeholders and Inhabitants 
of the Town of East Hampton, with a certificate thereto, 
subscribed by John Chatfield, Chairman, certifying that 
every male in the Town of East Hampton, capable of 
bearing arms, has signed the said Association. 

Mr. McDougall moved (and was seconded by Mr. 
Yates) that the sense of this Congress be taken, whether 
the Troops to be raised in this Colony shall be clothed in 
Uniform. 

Debates arose thereon, and it was deferred for farther 
consideration. 

The Congress then adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., June 23, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Dr. Rodgers. Present : 

For the City and County of New- York.— Peter"Van Brugh 
Livingston, Esquire, President ; Isaac Low, Alexander 
McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, Abra- 
ham Walton, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, John 
De Lancey, James Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, David 
Clarkson, Thomas Smith, Benjamin TCIssam, John Van 
Cortlandt, Jacobus Van Zandt, Isaac Sears. 
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For the City and County of Albany. — Abraham Yates, 
Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert Van Rensse- 
laer, Henry Glenn. 

For Dutches s C ounty. — Anthony Hoffman, Zephaniah 
Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Jonathan Landon, Melanc- 
ton Smith, Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — Johannes Hardenbergh, James Clin- 
ton, Christopher Tappen. 

For Orange County.— John Coe, Benjamin Tusteen, John 
Herring. 

For Suffolk County. — Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 
Hobart, Thomas Wickham, Selah Strong. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Stephen 
Ward, Philip Van Cortlandt, James Holmes, David 
Dayton, John Thomas, Jun., William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen. 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micheau, Aaron Cortelyou, 
Richard Lawrence, 

For Queen's County. — Jonathan Lawrence, Zebulon Wil- 
liams, Samuel Townsend, Joseph Robinson. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams, 

For Tryon Cottraty.— Christopher P. Yates, John Marlett. 

For Cumberland County. — John Hazeltine, Paul Spooner, 
William Williams. 

A Memorial of William Elphinston, a conductor of Ord- 
nance Stores taken at Ticonderoga, setting forth his poverty 
and want of subsistence, and praying for relief, received. 

Ordered, That the President advance twenty shillings 
per week to the said William Elphinston for his subsis- 
tence, until the further order of this Congress, and that the 
said William Elphinston have leave to take the use of a 
room in the lower Barracks. 

Resolved, That the inhabitants of this Colony ought not 
to kill any Lamb until the first day of November next. 

Mr. Morris moved (and was seconded by several Mem- 
bers from the Northern Counties) that this Congress enter 
into and publish a Resolution to restrain the killing of Sheep 
until the first day or November next. 

Debates arose thereon, and, according to a rule of this 
Congress, at the request of the Deputies of Albany, Suf- 
folk and New^York, 

Ordered, That the same be postponed till Wednesday 
next. 

And Ordered, That the above Resolution, with respect 
to Lamb, shall not be published until Wednesday next. 

Robert Boyd, in pursuance of the Letter from this Con- 
gress of die sixteenth instant, attending at the door, was 
called in. He informed this Congress that he could set on 
foot a:rrratra1actoryof Gun-Barrels, Bayonets, and steel 
Ramrods, and deliver them at the price of thirty-five shil- 
lings for each Barrel, Ramrod, and Bayonet. 

Henry Watkeys attending at the door, was also called in, 
and offere d to furn ish Locks for the muskets, and to mount, 
stock and fuusF them in complete workman-like manner, as 
the sample shewn to him, at the rate of forty-five shillings 
each. .,.'....-.'. 

And a Sadler attending at the door, was called in, and 
informetthjL_Congress that the expense of making Scab- 
bards for Ba yon ets-would be two shillings, and Straps and 
Buckles for the Muskets would be one shilling and six 
pence.. 

Ordered, That the former Committee appointed to agree 
with Robert Boyd, to wit : Colonel Lispenard, Mr. Mont- 
gomerie,^nd Colonel Clinton, together with Thomas Smith, 
Esq., be a Committee to agree with the said Robert Boyd 
for all the Mus ket-Barrels, Ramrods, and Bayonet that 
he shall, make., within six months. And that the same 
Committee agree wAhJSenry Watkeys for such of the said 
Muske_ts_as_teihaJI stock and finish in manner aforesaid 
within the same lime. 

Mr. Sears has leave of absence (after to-morrow noon) 
to go to Philadelphia. 

Mr. John Williams has the like leave to go home. 

Mr. McDougall moved (seconded by Mr. Morris) in 
the words following : " I move that this Congress recognize 
the Act. of the. Provincial Convention of this Colony, 
which elected Philip Livingston, Esquire, and others, 
Delegates to represent the Colony in the Continental Con- 
gress, now sitting in Philadelphia." 
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The subject-matter of the said motion being unanimously 
agreed to and approved of, 

Resolved nemine contradicente, That this Congress does 
fully recognize the act of the Provincial Convention of this 
Colony which elected Philip Livingston, James Duane, 
John Alsop, John Jay, Simon Boerum, William Floyd, 
Henry Wisner, Philip Schuyler, George Clinton, Lewis 
Morris, Francis Lewis, and Robert R. Livingston, Junior, 
Delegates to represent this Colony in the Continental Con- 
gress now sitting in the City of Philadelphia. 

The Congress adjourned to four o'clock, P. M. 

Die Veneris, 4to ho. P. M., June S3",' 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

For the City and . County of New- York. — Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esquire, President ; Alexander Mc- 
Dougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, Isaac 
Roosevelt, James Beekman, Thomas Smith, Benjamin 
Kissam, John Van Cortlandt, Jacobus Van Zandt, Isaac 
Sears. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Abraham Yates, 
Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert Van Rensse- 
laer, Henry Glenn. "_."_ 

For Dutchess County. — Anthony Hoffman, Zephaniah 
Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Gilbert Livingston, Jona- 
than Landon, Nathaniel Sackett, 

For Ulster County. — James Clinton, Christopher Tappen. 

For Orange County. — Benjamin Tusteen, John Herring. 

For Suffolk County. — Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss Ho- 
bart, John Foster, Thomas Wickham, Selah Strong. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Stephen 
Ward, Philip Van Cortlandt, James Holmes, David 
Dayton, John Thomas, Junior, William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen. 

For Queen's County. — Jonathan Lawrence, Zebulon Wil- 
liams, Samuel Townshend, Joseph Robinson. 

For Richmond County.— Pauf "Micheau, Aaron Cortelyou, 
Richard Lawrence. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams. 

For Tryon County. — Christopher P. Yates, John Marlett. 

For Cumberland County. — Paul 'Spooner and William 
Williams. : : 

The Congress being informed that General Washington, 
Commander-in-Chief of all the Forces raised and to be 
raised in the American confederated Colonies, is on his way 
from Philadelphia to this City, and expected to be near at 
hand, 

Ordered, That the Doorkeeper wait on Colonel Lasher, 
and request him to attend this Congress immediately. 

And Colonel Lasher attending at the door, being called 
in by desire of the Congress, the President requested Col-, 
onel Lasher to send one of his Field Officers to meet 
General Washington, and to know when he will be in this 
City. And further requested Colonel Lasher to make 
such orders as to have his Battalion ready to receive Gen. 
Washington when he shall arrive. 

The Committee appointed to make and report an arrange- 
ment of the Troops to be raised in this Colony, delivered 
in their Report; which was read. 

The Congress immediately proceeded to the considera- 
tion thereof, and after some time spent therein, Ordered, 
that the same be deferred for further consideration. 

Doctor Dayton had leave of absence. 

The Congress then adjourned to to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Die Saturnii, 9 ho. A. M., Jun* 24, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Mr. Grans-.... Present.: 
For the City and County of New-York,— Peter V. B. 
Livingston, Esq. , President ; Isaac Low, Alexander Mc- 
Dougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, Abraham 
Walton, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, John De 
Lancey, James Beekman, Samuel Verplanek, Thomas 
Smith, Benjamin Kissam, Jphn MoTin Scott, Jacobus 
Van Zandt, Isaac Sears. 
For the City and County of Albany.—- Abraham Yates, 
Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Henry Glenn, Robert 
Van Rensselaer. ._.... 
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For Dutchess County. — Anthony Hoffman, Zepbaniah 
Piatt, Richard Montgomerie, Nathaniel Sackett, Gilbert 
Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Melancton Smith. 

For Ulster County. — Johannes Hardenbergh, James Clin- 
ton, Christopher Tappen, John Nicholson. 

For Orange County. — John Coe, Benjamin Tusteen, John 
Herring. 

For Suffolk County. — Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 

. Hobart, John Foster, Thomas Wickham, Selah Strong. 

For. Westchester Coun ty. — Gouvemeur Morris, Stephen 
Ward, Philip Van Cortlandt, James Holmes, David 
Dayton, John Thomas, Junior, William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Johannes E. Lott, Henry Williams, 
Jeremiah Remsen, John Leffertse. 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micheau, Aaron Cortelyou, 
Richard Lawrence. 

For Queen r s County. — Jonathan Lawrence, Zebulon Wil- 
liams, Joseph Robinson. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams. 

For Try on County. — Christopher P. Yates, John Marlett. 

For Cumberland County. — Paul Spooner and William 
Williams. 

A Letter from Governour Trumbull to the President, 
dated Lebanon, June 19, 1775, was read and filed. 

The extract of an Act of the Legislature of Connecticut, 
(enclosed intbe last before ..mentioned Letter,) mentioning 
the particular provisions enacted to be made for their Troops, 
was read and filed. 

The Order of the Day being read, the Congress resumed 
the consideration of the Report of the Committee on the 
subject-matter of a Plan of Accommodation with Great 
Britain. The same was read ; and, by order, being again 
read, paragraph by paragraph, the first paragraph is in the 
words following, to wit: " That all the Statutes and parts 
of Statutes of the British Parliament, which were held up 
for repeal by the Tate Continental Congress in their Asso- 
ciation, dated the twentieth day of October, 1774, and all 
the Statutes of the British Parliament passed since that 
day, restraining the Trade and Fishery of the Colonies on 
this Continent, ought to be repealed." 

The said first paragraph being read, debates arose thereon ; 
and Mr. Morris moved, and was seconded, that the words 
following be substituted instead of the whole first paragraph, 
to wit : " That such Acts of Parliament as the present 
Congress think fatal to the liberties of 'America, ought to 
be repealed." 

And debates arising on the said amendment, and the 
question being put, it was carried against the amendment, in 
manner following, to wit: 

For the Amendment. Against the Amendment. 

2 TGng's County. 2 Dutchess. 

2 Richmond County. 2 Suffolk. 

2 Westchester County. 2 Ulster. 

2 Orange County. 2 Queen's. 

— 3 Albany. 

8 . 2 Cumberland. 

4 New- York. — Mi.DeLancey dis. 

senting. 
2 Charlotte. _. 

19 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Amendment be re- 
jected. . 

The said first paragraph being again read, and the ques- 
tion put, whether the Congress does agree to the said first 
paragraph, it was carried in the affirmative, in the manner 
following, to wit : 

For the Affirmative. For the Negative. 

2 Westchester. 2 Cumberland. 

2 King's. 2 Suffolk. 
4 New-York. — 

3 Albany. 4 

2 Tryon.; Dissentients, Mr. Sackett, Col- 

2 Orange. onel Woodhull, Mr. Sears, 

2 Charlotte, Mr. Scott, Mr. Brasher, and 

2 Dutchess. Mr. Beekman. 

2 Queen's.. 

3 Richmond, 

23 
Resolved, therefore, That this Congress does agree with 
their Committee, in the first paragraph of the said Report. 

Then the.secorrd, third, and fourth paragraphs of the said 
Report being read, are in the words following, to wit: 



"That from the necessity of the case Britain ought to 
regulate the Trade'of the whole Empire. And that from 
the natural right of property the powers of Taxation ought 
to be confined to the Colony Legislatures respectively ; 
therefore that the Moneys raised as duties upon the regu- 
lations of Trade ought to be paid into the respective Co- 
lony Treasuries, and be subject to the disposal of their 
Assemblies." 



Debate arose thereon, and th 
the Congress does agree to the 
paragraphs; it was carried in 
ner following, to wit : 



e question being put, whether 
said second, third, and fourth 
the affirmative, in the man- 



For the Affirmative. 


For the Negative. 


3 Albany. 


2 Suffolk. 


2 Dutchess. 


2 Ulster. 


2 Westchester. 


2 Cumberland. 


2 King's. 


— 


2 Tryon. 


6 


2 Richmond. 


Dissentients, Colonel Woodhull, 


2 Queen's. 


Mr. Sackett, Mr. Sears, Mr. 


4 New- York. 


Scott, Mr. Brasher, Mr.Beek- 


2 Orange. 


man. 


2 Charlotte. 





23 

Resolved, therefore, That this Congress does agree with 
their Committee in the second, third, and fourth paragraphs, 
of the said Report. 

The fifth paragraph of the said Report being then read, 
is in the words following, to wit: "That in those Colonies 
whose Representatives in General Assembly are now chosen 
for a greater term than three years, such Assemblies for the 
future ought in their duration not to exceed that term." 

And the same being read, debates arose thereon, and the 
question being put, whether the Congress agrees to the 
said fifth paragraph, it was carried in the affirmative, in the 
manner following, to wit : - 

For the Affirmative. For the Negative. - 

4 New-York. 2 Ulster. 

2 Charlotte. .2.Tryon. 
2 Dutchess. 2 Cumberland. 

2 Richmond. 2 Suffolk. — Dissentient, Col. 

2 Westchester. Woodhull. 

2 Queen's. 3 Albany. 

2 King's. "— " ' -- 

2 Orange. 11 

18 

Resolved, therefore, That this Congress does agree with 
their Committee in the fifth paragraph of the said Report. 

The sixth paragraph of the said Report being then read, 
is in the words following, to wit : " That the Colonists are 
ready and willing to support the civil Government within 
the respective Colonies ; and on proper requisitions, to assist 
in the general defence of the Empire, in Ttsmmple a man- 
ner as their respective abilities wilLadmit of?' 

The same being read, debates arose thereon, and the 
question being put, whether the Congress iloes agree to (he 
said sixth paragraph, it was carried in the affirmative, inthe 
manner following, to wit : ----... 

For the Affirmative, For the Negative. 

2 Westchester. 2 Ulster. 

2 Charlotte. 2 Suffolk.— toioneWoodhull, 

2 Dutchess. . dissenting. 

2 Queen's. .2 _C_urnberland. 

2 King's. — ; : - 

2 Tryon. 6 

2 Orange, . ■_. 1 . - 

2 Richmond. 

3 Albany. 

4 New-York. — Dissentients 
— Messrs. Sears, Scott, 
23 Brasher and Beekman. 

Resolved, therefore, That this Congress does agree with 
their Committee in the said sixth [.paragraph of their Report. 

The seventh paragraph of the said Report being then 
read, is in the words following, to wit : " The Colonies are 
ready and willing to assent to a Continental Congress, de- 
puted from the several Assemblies, to meet with a President 
appointed by the Crown, for the "purpose of raising and 
apportioning their general aids, upon application made by 
the Crown, according to the advice of th e Bri tish Parlia- 
ment, to be judged of by the said Congress." 

On reading the same, debates arose, and on motion of 
Mr, Piatt, seconded by Messrs. Hobart and Scott, the fol- 
lowing amendments were proposed and_agreed to, to wit : 
the word "from" between the word " _deputed" and the 
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word " the" obliterated, and the word " by" there inserted. 
And that the word " Assemblies" be obliterated, and the 
word " Colonies" inserted in its stead. 

And the question being put, whether the Congress does 
agree to the said seventh paragraph, with these amend- 
ments, it was carried in the affirmative, in the manner fol- 
lowing, to wit : 

For the Affirmative. For the Negative. 

2 King's. 2 Ulster. 

2 Dutchess. — Mr. Sackett 2 Orange. 

dissenting. 2 Cumberland. 

2 Richmond. 2 Suffolk— Colonel Woodhull 

2 Charlotte. — dissenting. 

2 Tryon. 8 

3 Albany. 

4 New- York. — Dissentients 

Messrs. Sears, Brasher, 

Scott and Beekman. 
2 Westchester. 
2 Queen's. 

21 

Resolved, therefore, That this Congress does agree with 
their Committee in the said seventh paragraph of their 
Report, as now amended. 

Mr. Morris (seconded by Colonel Woodhull) then moved 
that a Res oluti on be entered into by this Congress, and 
added to those mentioned in the said Report of the Com- 
mittee on the Plan of Accommodation with Great Britain, 
to wit : 

" Resolved, That no one article of the aforesaid Report 
be considered, as preliminary to another, so as to preclude 
an accommodation without such article ; and that no part of 
the said Report be deemed binding or obligatory upon the 
Representatives of this Colony in Continental Congress ; 
the same being merely intended to testify our sense of a 
mode by which the unhappy differences between Great 
Britain and America may be finally accommodated, and 
of the propriety of an overture for thai purpose." 

And the same being^read a second time, was unanimously 
resolved and agreed to. 

The Congress being informed by several Members, that 
nothing has as yet been done towards cleansing the Bar- 
racks in this City, 

Therefore Orclere d, That Messrs. Garret Roorback and 
John Lamb be requested to have all the Barracks in this 
City immediately cleansed and made wholesome, so that 
they may be ready to receive such Troops as this Con- 
gress shall direct. 

Mr. Melancton Smith (seconded by Mr. Hobart) then 
moved in the words following, to wit : I move for the fol- 
lowing addition to the Report ; " And as the free enjoyment 
of the rights of conscience is of all others the most valua- 
ble brancrTof human liberty, and the indulgence and estab- 
lishment of Popery all along the interior confines of the 
old Protestant Colonies tends not only to obstruct their 
growth, but to weaken their security, all concerns of a 
religious and ecclesiastical nature, so far as they may be 
under the cognizance and control of civil authority, ought 
to remain exclusively with the respective Colony Legisla- 
tures, as the most inestimable object of their internal police." 

The said motion being delivered in at the table, and read 
a second time, Mr. Thomas Smith moved for the follow- 
ing amendment, to wit: that from the word "security" to 
the end of the said, motion, be obliterated, and instead 
thereof the ..following words inserted, to wit: "that the 
Parliament of Great Britain cannot constitutionally or of 
right interfere or interpose in any wise howsoever in the 
religiousrand ecclesiastical concerns of the Colonies." 

Which amendment being read, Mr. Morris proposed the 
following additional amendment, which was read and agreed 
to, to wit : That between the words " that" and "the," the 
word " neither" be inserted, and that the words " cannot 
constitutionally or," be obliterated; and instead thereof the 
words " nor any other earthly legislature or tribunal ought 
or can," be inserted in their stead. 

And both the amendments being together read and agreed 
to, neminecontradicente, the said motion, as before amended, 
was again read, and is in the words following, to wit : " And 
as the freejjnjoyment of the rights of conscience is of all 
others the. most valuable branch of human liberty, and the 
indulgence ancTestablisIiment of Popery all along the inte- 



riour confines of the old Protestant Colonies tends not 
only to obstruct their growth but to weaken their security, 
that neither the Parliament of Great Britain, nor any other 
earthly legislature or tribunal, ought or can of right inter- 
fere or interpose in any wise howsoever in the religious and 
ecclesiastical concerns of the Colonies." 

And debates arising on the said motion, as now amended, 
and the question being put thereon, whether the Congress 
agrees thereto, and will order it to be added to, and made 
a part of their said Plan of Accommodation, it was carried 
in the affirmative, in the manner following, to wit: 

Fjr the Affirmative. For the Negative. 

2 Westchester. — Dissenting, 2 King's. — Mr. H. "Williams 
Messrs. Morris, Tho- dissenting. 

mas, and Ward. 2 Richmond. 

2 Suffolk. 3 Albany. 

2 Tryon. 2 Cumberland. 

2 Charlotte. — 

2 Dutchess. 9 

2 Orange. 
4 .New- York. — Dissenting, 

Messrs. Verplanck, 

Kissam, Low, De 

Lancey, Lispenard, 
2 Ulster. and Walton. 

18 ' ""." 

Ordered, therefore, That the same motion, as amended, 
and last read, be added to and made a part of the said Plan 
of Accommodation ; and that it be inserted therein, imme- 
diately following that part of the said Plan of Accommoda- 
tion which was reported by the Committee, and preceding 
the Resolution last before made and entered into. 

Mr. McDougatt then made a motion (which was second- . 
ed by Mr. Brasher) in the words following, to wit: "As 
I conceive it would be presumptuous in this Congress to 
offer our sentiments either directly or indirectly to the Con- 
tinental Congress, on a Plan of Accommodation vnlh Great 
Britain, until the same _be called for. by that honourable 
body, I move that our CommiUee!sReport on that subject 
be not transmitted to our Delegate's untiTa prTvateXetter be 
wrote to them, signifying that we have digested our senti- 
ments on that subject, and are. ready to furnish them to those 
gentlemen, when called for by them "or "By the Continental 
Congress, or until we have received .their. _answer to such 
Letter." 

This Congress being about to adjourn, 
Ordered, That the said motion pe. postponed for further 
consideration. 

Colonel Hoffman obtained leayeof absence. 

The Congress then adjourned till nine o'clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 

Die Solis, 9 ho. A. M'., June 25, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, and opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Mr. Ingles. Present : 

Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., President. 
List of the Members was not called. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, dated at Nctc-Bruns- 
wiclc, June 24, 1775, informing this Congress that General 
Washington, with his retinue, wouFd~be at Newark this 
morning, and requesting this Congress to send some of its 
Members to meet him there, and advise the most proper 
place for him to cross Hudson's^ River ]n his way to New- 
York, .;.:":""" :.:"-:": r ::. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Thomas Smith, Hobart, Mor- 
ris and Montgomerie, go immediatelty to Neivark, and 
recommend to General Washington the place which they 
shall think most prudent for him to cross.at. 

And information being received that Governour Tryon is 
at the Hook, and will land at about one o'clock : Colonel 
Lasher was called in, and requested to send one company 
of the Militia to. Paulus Hook to meet* the Generals ; that 
he have another company at the side of the ferry for the 
same purpose ; that he have the residue of his Battalion 
ready to receive either the General or Govermur Tryon, 
which ever shall first arrive, and to wait on both as well as 
circumstances will. allow. . „ ' .-.-._ . 

A Letter from Joseph Warren, President of the Pro- 
vincia'r.Congress at Wate'rtown, was read, and is in the 
words following : 
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" In Provincial Congress. Watertown, June 13, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : Considering the exposed state of the 
frontiers of some of the Colonies; the danger that the 
inhabitants of Canada may possibly have disagreeable 
apprehensions from the military preparations making in 
some of the other Colonies ; and the rumours that there 
are sonie .appearances of their getting themselves in readi- 
ness to act in a hostjle way, this Congress have made appli- 
cation to the honourable Continental Congress, desiring 
them to take such measures as to them shall appear proper, 
to quiet and conciliate the minds of the Canadians, and to 
prevent such alarming apprehensions. 

" We also have had the disagreeable accounts of methods 
taken to fill the minds of the Indian tribes, adjacent to those 
Colonies, with sentiments very injurious to us ; particularly 
we have been informed that Colonel Guy Johnson has 
taken great pains with the Six Nations, in order to bring 
them into a belief that it is designed by the Colonies to 
fall upon them and cut them off. We have therefore 
desired the honourable Continental Congress, that they 
would, with all convenient speed, use their influence in 
guarding against the evil intended by this malevolent mis- 
representation. And we desire you to join with us in such 
application. Joseph Warren, President. 

" Attest : Samuel Freeman, Secretary. 

" To the Honourable Delegates of the Congress of the Prov- 
ince of New-York." 

A Letter from the Committee at Albany was read, and 
is in the words following, to wit: 

"Albany, Juno 17, 1775. 
" Gentlemen : You have enclosed, by order of the Com- 
mittee, a request of Adonijah Strong (Deputy Commis- 
sary) to the Committee of this City and County. 
■"I am, gentlemen, your humble servant, 

" John Bay, Secretary p. t." 

The request of Adonijah Strong, mentioned and enclosed 
in Mr. Bay's Letter, being read, 

Ordered, That the same be put on file. 

A Letter from the Committee at Albany was read, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

"Albany Committee Chamber, June 21, 1775. 

"Gentlemen : Mr. Dirck Swart, a member of this Board, 
who is just returned from Crown Point, brings us the fol- 
lowing intelligence : " That one Mr. Kay, who lives about 
forty miles up Lake Champlain, came down toCrown Point, 
who told Colonel Benedict Arnold and others, that he had 
been at Montreal for some flour ; that Governour Carlcton 
had him seized and confined for several days ; that by the 
interposition of the English merchants of that place, he 
received liberty to return home, and that the merchants 
who procured him the pass from the Lieutenant-Govern- 
our, desired him to go down to Crown Point and Ticonde- 
roga, with all speed, and communicate to the commander 
of those fortresses, that the French Caughnewaga Indians 
had taken up the hatchet, but that they refused Jo go out 
upon any scouts until nine of their men, who were then 
out, returned, and that Governour Carleton was giving them 
presents daily. 

" We are very sorry to inform you that, from a number of 
corroborating circumstances, we have but too much reason 
to believe the above information to be true; and more es- 
pecially as the Troops, which amount to about six hundred 
men, suffer no persons coming up the lake to pass St. 
John's, if ..they can avoid it, where they are building float- 
ing batteries and boats. Mr. Swart also acquaints us that 
Mr. Kay said, that Governour Carleton had asked the Eng- 
lish merchants to take up arms against the Yankees, (to 
make use of his own phraseology,) and that the merchants 
refused; upon which he told them he would set the town 
on fire, wTiicb 'the merchants said he was welcome to do; 
and added, that they could carry as much fire as himself 
Mr. Kay alsodeslred Mr. Swart if he should happen to 
meet Mr. Price, he should request him not to proceed, as 
the English merchants in Canada conceive it unsafe for 
him.. 

" The forces above are in no proper state of defence, prin- 
cipally owing to the scarcity of powder, of which article 



we have not been able to send up more (with the supply 
we have received from you) than three hundred and fifty 
pounds ; which quantity is altogether insufficient to answer 
the purpose intended, and of little service in case of an 
attack. We can further inform you, this City is not half 
supplied, nor have the frontier inhabitants either powder or 
arms, for which application have been and daily are making 
to us; we must therefore beg you will afford us all the as- 
sistance in your power, and send us, per the first opportu- 
nity, such an additional quantity as you can conveniently 
spare. 

" We must also beg of you to send seventy-eight blankets 
for so many of the men enlisted in this County who are 
now at Fort George without any, as also some money to 
pay the companies, as they are very uneasy, and threaten 
to desert. Two of their officers are now in Town, and 
declare they dare not return without some cash to satisfy 
their men. .... .;._ 

" We thought it our indispensable duty to inform you of 
these matters, therefore send them to you per express. By 
order of the Committee. ......_ 

" We are, gentlemen, your very humble servants. 

" Samuel Stringer, Chairman. 

" To the Gentlemen of the Provincial Congress of the Co- 
lony of New- York." 

Ordered, That Mr. Peter T, Curtenius purchase seventy- 
eight Blankets, and forward the same to the Committee at 
Albany with all possible despatch. And 

Ordered, That Mr. Abraham Yates write a private Let- 
ter to the Committee in answer to their Letter. 

A Petition from William A. Forbes and John Hoogland 
was received and read, and is in the words following, to 
wit : 

" To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of the Co- 
lony of New- York : The Petition of Wm. A. Forbes 
and John Hoogland, of the City of New-York, Sad- 
dlers, humbly sheweth : 

" That your petitioners have been informed that the Con- 
gress hath in contemplation the ordering of making a num- 
ber of cartridge-boxes, slings, and belts, for the use of the 
Provincial Troops. That your petitioners are well able to 
make the same, in as cheap and workmanlike a manner as 
any of their calling in this City, and willing to do the : same 
with the utmost expedition. - Yonr petitioners therefore 
humbly pray this honourable Board to be employed in this 
work; and your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever 
pray. " William A, Forbes, 

" John Hoogland. 

"New-York, June 24, 1775." ;:;. ; 7. 

The Congress then adjourned till nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 



Die Lunro, 9 ho. A."M M June 26, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, and opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Doctor Laidley. Present : 
For the City and County of New-Yorlc. — Peter V. B. 
Livingston, Esquire, President ;"Tsaac Low, Alexander 
McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, Abra- 
ham Walton, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, John 
De Lancey, Jas. Beekman ; Samuel Ver'planck, Richard 
Yates, David Clarkson, Thos. Smjth, John Morin Scott, 
John Van Cortlandt, and Jacoous Van'JTandt. ... 
For the City and County of Albany.-^ Abraham Yates, 
Peter Silvester, Robert Van Rensselaer, and Henry 
Glenn. .-.-..■ 

For Dutchess County. — Zephaniah Piatt, Richard Mont- 
gomery, Gilbert Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Melanc- 
ton Smith, and Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — Janres Clinton, Christopher Tap pen, 
and John Nicholson. 

For Orange County. — John Coe and Benjamin Tusteen. 

For Suffolk County — Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 
Hobart, John Foster, Thomas Wickham, and Selah 
Strong. 

For Westchester County. — Gouvemeur Morris, Stephen 
Ward, Philip Van Cortlandt, Jam es H olmes, David 
Dayton, John Thomas, Junior, and WilHam Paulding. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen, 
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Theodorus Polhemus, Nicholas Covenhoven, and John 
Vanderbilt. 

For Richmond County. — John Journey and Richard Con- 
ner. 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell and Joseph Ro- 
binson. 

For Charlotte County. — John Williams. 

For Tryon County. — Christopher P. Yates and John 
Marled. 

For Cumberland County. — Paul Spooner and William 
Williams. 

The Committee appointed to contract with Robert Boyd 
and Henry Watkeys, reported the draughts of Contracts 
with the said Robert Boyd and Henry Watkeys, which 
were read and approved of by the Congress. Whereupon 

It is Resolved and Ordered, That Leonard Lispenard, 
Richard Montgomerie, James Clinton, and Thomas Smith, 
Esquires, execute the same on behalf of this Congress, and 
that this Congress will provide the money necessary to dis- 
charge the said Contract. 

Ordered, Thai Mr. McDougall apply to Mr. Gabriel 
W. Ludlow for fifty Pounds of the Money raised by the 
Committee of the City of New- York, and that he deliver 
the said fifty Pounds to the Committee appointed to agree 
with Henry Watkeys, for his use, in pursuance of the said 
agreement. ■-■■-■-■-■ 

Mr. McDougall then informed the Congress that he had 
received of Gabriel W. Ludlow the said fifty Pounds, and 
by order of the Congress delivered one hundred Pounds to 
the said Committee, to be given to Robert Boyd agreeable 
to an order of the thirteenth instant, and delivered, to the 
said Committee the said fifty Pounds, for the use of Henry 
Watkeys. 

Ordere d, That the Letter from Joseph Warren, Esq., 
President of the Provincial Congress at Watertown of the 
thirteenth instant ; also the Letter from the Committee at 
Albany, of the twenty-first instant, be referred to the Com- 
mittee of this Congress, appointed for Indian affairs on the 
twenty-first instant. 

A draught of an Address to his Excellency General 
Washington, was read and approved of, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

To His Excellency Georoe Washington, Generalissimo 
of all the Forces raised and to be raised in the confede- 
rated_Colonies of America : The Address of the Pro- 
vincial Congress of the Colony of New- York: 
May it please your Excellency : At a time when 
the most Joyal of His Majesty's subjects, from a regard to 
the laws andconstitution by which he sits on the throne, feel 
themselves reduced to the unhappy necessity of taking up 
arms to defend- their dearest rights and privileges, while we 
deplore the calamities of this divided Empire, we rejoice in 
the appointment of a gentleman from whose abilities and 
virtue we arelaught to expect both security and peace. 
Confiding in you, Sir, and in the worthy Generals imme- 
diately under your command, we have the most flattering 
hopes" _of success in the glorious struggle for American 
liberty, and the fullest assurance, that whenever this impor- 
tant contest shall be decided by (that fondest wish of each 
Americanrsoul) an accommodation with our Mother Coun- 
try, you will cheerfully resign the important deposit com- 
mitted into your hands, and resume the character of our 
worthiest citizen. 
June 26, 1775. 

Ordered, That Mr. Morris and Mr. Low be a Commit- 
tee to wait on General Washington, and know when he will 
be waited* on by this Congress with their Address. 

Messrs. Morris and Low returned, and informed the Con- 
gress that General Washington would be ready to receive 
this Congress, with their Address, at half an hour past two 
this afternoon. 

Ordered, That a copy of the Address" be engrossed to 
deliver. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 
of the Committee of Arrangement, and proceeded to the 
examination ..of the three first columns of the arrangement 
of officers, and approved of many gentlemen for officers, 
whose names are marked on the margins of the columns. 



The Congress being informed by sundry Members, that 
they have viewed the ground about five miles from this 
City, where it was first intended that General Wooster's 
Troops should encamp, and find that the ground is damp 
and unfit for the purpose. 

Colonel Lispenard, Mr. McDougall, and Mr. Beekman, 
informed the Congress, that they have viewed an orchard, 
part of the estate late of Elbert Herring, deceased, which 
they conceive to be a proper place for an encampment, and 
that the owner is willing that General Wooster's Troops 
may encamp there. 

Ordered, That Mr. Beekman wait on General Wooster, 
or any other officer that he may appoint for that purpose, 
to shew him the ground in the orchard above mentioned. 

The Congress then adjourned to five o'clock, and went 
to wait on General Washington with their Address. 

5 ho. P. M„ Juno 26, 1 775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

For the City and County of New- York. — Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, Esquire, President; Isaac Low, Alexnnder 
McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Abraham Walton, Isaac 
Roosevelt, Samuel Verplanck, David Clarkson, Thomas 
Smith, John Morin Scott, John Van Cortlandt, and Ja- 
cobus Van Zandt. ......". . _. . _ .".."' 

For the City and County of Albany. — Abraham Yates, 
Peter Silvester, Robert Van Rensselaer, and Henry 
Glenn. 

For Dutchess County. — Zephaniah Piatt, Gilbert Living- 
ston, Jonathan Landon,Melancton Smith, and Nathaniel 
Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — James Clinton, Christopher Tappen, 
and John Nicholson. 

For Orange County. — John Coe and Benjamin Tusteen. 

For Suffolk County. — Nathaniel Wuodhull, John Sloss 
Hobart, John Foster, Thomas Wickham, and Selah 
Strong. 

For Westchester County. — Lewis Graham, Stephen W'ard, 
David Dayton, John Thomas, Jun., and William. Paul- 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen, 
and John Vanderbilt. ...... 

For Richmond County. — John Journey, Aaron Cortelyou, 
and Richard Conner. I'"'.'."...'.. ... Z. 

For Queen's County. — Jacob .Blackwell, "Jonathan Law- 
rence, and Nathaniel Tom. 

For Tryon County. — Christopher P. Yates. 

For Cumberland County. — Paul Spooner and William 
Williams. 

The President informed the Congress, that to prevent 
mistakes, he had obtained a copy of the answer of General 
Washington to the Address of ihis Congress." The same 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

Gentlemen : At the same time that, with you, I deplore 
theunhappy necessity, of such air appointment as that with 
which I am now honoured, I cannot but feel sentiments. of 
the highest gratitude for this affecting instance of distinction 
and regard. . : " 

May your warmest wishes be realized in the success of 
America at this important and interesting period; and be 
assured that every exertion of my worthy colleagues and 
myself will be equally extended to the re-establishment of 
peace and harmony between the Mother Country and these 
Colonies, as to the fatal but necessary operations of war. 
When we assumed the soldier, we, did not layasidelhe 
citizen ; and we shall most sincerely rejotcewith you in that 
happy hour when the establishment of American liberty, 
on the most firm and solid foundations, shall enable its to 
return to our private stations in the bosom of a free, peace- 
ful, and happy Country. Geo. Washington. 
June 26, 1775. ."'."" 

Ordered, That the Address and Answer be published. 

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the 
Report of the Committee of Arrangement, and proceeded 
to the consideration of the fourth column, and approved 
of such gentlemen as. are marked on the Report for that 
purpose. . ' . " _ 

Mr. McDougall had leave to withdraw. 
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Ordered, That Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Walton call on 
the gentlemen of the City of New-York, who are named 
by the Committee to be Captains of Companies, to know 
whether they will consent and agree to accept of that ser- 
vice, arid that the said Committee report with all conveni- 
ent speed. 

Ordered, That the Deputies from Albany County write 
to the Committee of Albany, and request them to have the 
Arms belonging to the Colony cleansed and put in good 
repair, at the expense of the Colony, with all convenient 
despatch. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Die Martis, 9 ho. A. M., June 27, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 

with prayers by the Rev, Dr. Livingston. Present: 

For the City and County of New- York. — Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, Esquire, President; Isaac Low, Alexander 
McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Abraham Walton, Abra- 
ham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, John De Lancey, Samuel 
Verplanck, Richard Yates, David Clarkson, Thomas 
Smith, Benjamin Kissam, John Morin Scott, John Van 
Cortlandt, and John Marston. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Abraham Yates, 
Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert Van Ren- 
selaer, and Henry Glenn. 

For Dutchess County. — Zephaniah Piatt, Richard Mont- 
gomerie, Gilbert Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Melanc- 
ton Smith, and Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County.— Johannes Harrlenbergh, James Clin- 
ton, and John Nicholson. 

For Orange County. — John Coe and Benjamin Tusteen. 

For Suffolk County. — Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 

: Hobart, John Foster, Thomas Wickhara, and S.elah 
Strong. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis 
Graham, Stephen Ward, Philip Van Cortlandt, William 
Paulding, James Holmes, David Dayton, John Thomas, 
Junior, and Robert Graham. 

For King's County.— Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen, 
and Theodorus Polheinus. 

For Richmond County. — John Journey, Aaron Cortelyou, 
a.n d R i c hard .Conner. 

For Queen's County. — Jacob BJackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Joseph Robinson, and Nathaniel Tom. 

For Charlotte County. — (None.) 

For Tryon County.— Christ. P. Yates, John Marlett. 

For Cumberland County. — Paul Spooner and William 
Williams. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Montgomerie and McDougall be ^ 
a Committee, and that they take to their assistance Messrsr" 
Anthony Rutgcr and Samuel Tuder, for superintending and 
employing some person in trying the experiment of casting 
one brass Field-Piece. 

A Letter from the Committee of Intelligence for Charles- 
town, South- Carolina, enclosing a copy 6f an intercepted 
Letter from General Gage, dated at Boston, April 12, 1775, 
directed to_ Governour Martin of North- Carolina ; also a 
printed copy of the Association entered into by the Pro- 
vincial Congress of South- Carolina, weie read, filed, and 
are in the words following, to wit: 

, *' CTiarkstpwn, South-Carolina, June 6, 1775. 

. :''GENTLEj ; iEN:.We are to thank you for your intelli- 
gence of the fifth ultimo, and.do most heartily congratulate 
you "upon that proper spirit which now appears in your 
Colony. The. apprehension of a defection In you, which 
we 'are happy to find was unjustly formed, occasioned in 
us, and must undoubtedly have given to all America inex- 
pressible anxiety, and at the same time have encouraged 
Ministry to proceed in their measures. As a proof of the 
confidence which our enemies placed in you, and as a 
means to prevent their diabolical purpose, we are ordered 
by Provincial Congress, now sitting, to transmit to you an 
authentick copy of an original letter from General Goge to 
Governour Martin, which has just fallen into our hands. 
We have also received intelligence that the latter, by his 
agents, has been secretly enlisting a number of those men 
in the back parts of this Province, formerly called Regu- 



lators, whose vengeance against the lower inhabitants may 
induce them to oppose in return for past injuries. We are 
not apprehensive that he will succeed to any great degree, 
but depend upon your vigilance to prevent his getting arms 
and ammunition for them through your Province, as in- 
tended. We also enclose a copy of the Association entered 
into on the fourth instant, by the fullest representation of 
this Colony ever known, which has been signed by every 
member. We would hint to you the necessity of sending 
your letters by some particular person, and not trusting them 
to the fate of common letters in a ship's bag. We also 
beg leave to recommend to you secrecy in relation to the 
above letter, as we would not wish to put them upon their 
guard in future. 

" We have the honour to be, gentlemen, your very hum- 
ble servants, 

" Wm, H.JDratton, John Lewis Gervais, 
" Arthur Middleton, Charles C. Pinckney, 
" William Tennent, 

" Committee of Intelligence. 

"To the Grand Committee of New- York, to the care of 
Peter V.B.Livingston, Esq." 

The following is the copy of General Gage's Letter: 

. . "Boston, April 12, 1775. 

" Sir : Your letter of the sixteenth March I have had 
the pleasure to receive, and am glad to hear that many of 
the people in your Province are beginning to find they have 
been misled, and that they seem inclined to disengage them- 
selves from_ the arbitrary power of the_ Continental Con- 
gress and of. their Committees. I wish I could say as much 
for the people of this Province, who are more cool than 
they were, but their leaders, by their arts and artifices, still 
keep up that seditious and licentious spirit that has Ted them 
on all occasions to oppose Government, and even to acts of 
rebellion. The late accounts from England have embar- 
rassed their councils much. They have applied to the 
New-England Governments, and doubtless will to those to 
the southward, to assist them ; but I hope the madness of 
the latter is wearing off, and that they wilTget no encourage- 
ment from thence. This Province has some, time been, 
and now is, in the new-fangled Legislature termed a Pro- 
vincial Congress, who seems to have taken_th_e Government 
into their hands. What they intencTto do 1 can't pretend tp 
say, but they are much puzzled how to act. Fear in some, 
and want of inclination in other?, will be a great barlo their 
coming to extremities, though theiFIeaders use every mea- 
sure to bring them into the field. T am very sorry il isnot 
in my power to supply you with the number of arms you 
request. I have them not to spare in the present conjunc- 
ture of the service here. 1 may assist you with some pow- 
der, but can get no safe opportunity from this to send it to 
you. I shall order yoy a supply by way of New- York ; 
and whatever may be in my power to assist you, to keep up 
the present good disposition of the loyal part of your Prov- 
ince, I shall be happy to do, and am sorry I cannot at pre- 
sent do more. : -.:---_- 

" I have the honour to be, with great esteem, Sir, your 
most obedient and most bumble servant, 

"Thomas Gage. 
" His Excellency Governour Martin." 

The above copy of the Letter from General Gage hav- 
ing been recommended by the Committee of CHarhstown, 
South- Carolina, as necessary to be kept secret, the Presi- 
dent recommended to the Members of .this Congress that 
the subject-matter of the said copy of the said Letter be 
kept a profound secret. . .. _. 

Ordered, That copies of the Letter fr om the Charles- 
town Committee, and the Letter from General Gns;e to 
Governour Martin, be transmitted to the Continental Con- 
gress. .. " . _ ' . _ ^ 

A draught of a Warrant to such gentlemen as are intend- 
ed to be Officers of the Troops to be.rajsedin this Colony, 
was read and approved of, and is _in_the_wo_rds following, 
to wit : 7 ~ :_~ '"•' " 

In Provincial Congress, at Jfew 7 YorE, June — , 1775. 

To , ...... , ., Gentleman, greeting : 

Know you, that the Grand Co ntinental Congress of the 
associated Colonies have resolved arid ordered, that a certain 
number of Troops should Be embodied in this Colony, to 
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give protection to the inhabitants, and to be employed as 
part of the American Continental Army. We, therefore, 
reposing special confidence in your prudence, courage, and 
affection to the liberties of this Country, do request and 
authorize you to enlist and raise a company of seventy-two 
able-bodied, sober men, of good reputation, (including three 
sergeants, three corporals, one drummer, and one fifer,) to 
serve as part of the said Troops ; and that from time to 
time you report your progress in the premises to this Con- 
gress, for which this shall be your warrant. And we hereby 
give you assurance that you will be appointed a . . . . . , 
in the said Troops when raised and embodied, if the number 

of men enlisted by you, (and , intended to be 

the other officers of one company,) and received into the 
said Troops by such proper officer or muster-master as shall 
be appointed for that purpose, shall amount to the number 
above-mentioned. 

A draught of Instructions to the several Officers to be 
employed in raising Troops, was read and approved of, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

Instructions of the Enlisting of Men. 

First. You are not to enlist any man who isTiot able- 
bodied, healthy, and a good marcher ; but as men of good 
appearance" may have ruptures and venereal complaints, 
which render them incapable of soldier's duty, you must 
give attention that you be not imposed upon, and take the 
opinion of a surgeon where there is room for suspicion. 

Second. You wilf have - great regard to moral character, 
sobriety in particular ; let our manners distinguish us from 
our enemies, as much as the cause we^re engaged in. 

Third. Those who engage in defence of their Country's 
liberties, shall be enlisted till the last day of December, of 
the present year, unless sooner discharged by the Conti- 
nental Congress. 

Fourth. You shall appoint such men sergeants and cor- 
porals as recommend themselves by their ability, activity, 
and diligence. 

Fifth. You will use all diligence in completing your 
Company, and report to the President of the Provincial 
Congress, to the end that you may receive orders to join 
your Regiment. 

Sixth. During the time you are filling up your Compa- 
ny, you will engage, at the cheapest rate, for the provisions 
of such men as are already enlisted, (if there be no pub- 
lick magazine of provisions from whence you may be sup- 
plied,) not exceeding eight shillings per week. 

Seventh. You will lose no time in disciplining your men, 
so far as your situation will admit. f 

Eighth. You will take notice that proper persons will be 
appointed to inspect your men, and reject such as do not 
answer to your instructions. 

Ninth. You wijl furnish the subalterns appointedjo your 
Company with a copy of these instructions, who are here- 
by ordered to put themselves under your command. 

Tenlhv-XojLWJlI observe that the Troops raised by this 
Colony will be placed precisely upon the same "looting as 
to pay, clothing, &,c, with other thelContmentar Troops 

nowraised, or hereafter to be raised for the general de- 

<■ ■■ * - - ■-- ° 

fence, _„ : 

Eleventh. No apprentice or servant to be enlisted, with- 
out the consent of his master, " 

"Ordered, That five hundred copies of the said Warrant, 
and as many copies of the said Instructions, be printed. 
Colonel Holmes has leave of absence. 

Ordered, That all the Muskets and Bayonets belonging 
to this Colony, which are in the different Counties in this 
Colony (except Al bany) be sent to the Committee of the 
City of New-York, with all convenient speed, and in such 
manner' a? 'that they may come with the greatest safety; 
and the Committees of the respective Counties, where any 
such Muskets and Bayonets now are, are hereby requested 
and desired.to take all such Arms into their care, and to see 
that this orde r lie complied with immediately. 

The Congress then adjourned to four o'clock, P. M. 

Die Martis, 4to ho. P. M., June 27, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 
For the City and County of New- York. — Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, Esquire, President; Isaac Low, Alexander 



McDougall, Abraham Brasher, John De Lancey, Samuel 
Verplanck, Richard Yates, Thomas Smith, Benjamin 
Kissam, John Morin Scott, John Van Cortlandt, Jacobus 
Van Zandt, and John Marston. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Abraham Yates, 
Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert Van Rensse- 
laer, and Henry Glenn. 

For Dutchess County. — Zephaniah Piatt, Richard Mont- 
gomerie, Gilbert Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Melanc- 
ton Smith, and Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — Johannes Hardenbergb, James Clin- 
ton, and John Nicholson. 

For Orange County. — John Coe and Benjamin Tusteen. 

For Suffolk County. — Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 
Hobart, John Foster, Thomas Wickham, and Selah 
Strong. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis 
Graham, Stephen Ward, James Holmes, John Thomas, 
Junior, Robert Graham, and William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen, 
and Theodoras Polhemus. 

For Richmond County. — John Journey, Aaron Cortelyou, 
and Richard Conner. _ :_""': .:."_:;: ;: r~ ~~ :r~ 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Joseph Robinson, Nathaniel Tom, and Richard 
Thorne. 

For Charlotte County. — (None.) 

For Try on County. — Christopher P. Yates, and John 
Marlett, . . . . 

For Cumberland County.— Paul Spooner and William 
Williams. . ~i ' '.. :~ : .: :: : 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 

of the Committee on the subject-matter of a Plan of Ac- 
commodation with Gr_eat Britain. ' '' ' ;_ V 

The same was read, and after some time spent therein, 
Mr. Scott moved, and was seconded by Mr. Verplanck, 
that the following words be added to die secondparagraph, 
at the end thereof, to wit : " For the general benefit of the 
whole, and not for the separate interest, of any particular 
part." _ ; __;_ ----_-_.■ .-.._„ -_- : _.- 

The same was unanimously approved of and agreed to. 

Resolved and Ordered, therefore, That this addition be 
made to the said second paragraph. 

Mr. Scott then moved, and was secondecTby Colonel 
Hardinbergh, in the words following, to wit : Tmove that 
the "following article be added to the ^Report of the Com- 
mittee upon the Plan of Accommodation with the Mother 
Country, viz: " That the Colonies, respectively, are enti- 
tled to a free and exclusive power oF legislation within 
themselves, respectively, in all cases of infernal polity 
whatsoever, subject only to the negative of tbeir Sovereign, 
in such manner as has been heretofore" accusfprnecfT" 

And the same was unanimously resolved'TuKFagreed to, 
and ordered to be added to and .made a part of the said 
Plan of Accommodation ; and that it be inserted therein 
previous to the Resolution of this Congress on that subject, 
entered, into on the 24th instant, "That no one article 
thereof shall Be considered as preliminary to another." 

Mr. McDougall, with the unanimous leave of the Con- 
gress, withdrew his motion of the 24t_runstiint, " for retain- 
ing the copy of the Plan of Accommodation^ untiTThe De- 
legates from New- York can be written to and their answer 
received." 

The Report of the Committee, as amended, with the 
Resolution subjoined thereto, are as .follow: 

Your Committee appointed to prepare a Plan of Accom- 
modation betw r een Great Britain and America, do report : 

That all Statutes and parts oflStatutes of the British 
Parliament, which are held up. for repeal by the late. Con- 
tinental Congress in their Association, dated tlie 20th day 
of October, ]774 ; and all the Statutes of the British Par- 
liament passed since that day, restraining^ne Trade and 
Fishery of the Colonies on this Continent, ought to be re- 
pealed. 

That from the necessity of the case, Britain ought to 
regulate the trade of the whole Empire, for the general 
benefit of the whole, and. not for the separate interest of 
any particular part ; and that from the natural right of pro- 
perty, the powers of taxation ought to be confined to theCo- 
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lony Legislatures respectively ; therefore, that the moneys 
raised as duties upon the regulations of Trade, ought to 
he paid into the respective Colony Treasuries, and be sub- 
ject to the disposal of their Deputies. 

That in those Colonies whose Representatives in Gene- 
ral Assembly are now chosen for a greater term than three 
vears, such Assemblies for the future ought in their dura- 
tion not to exceed that term. 

Tha t^ the Colo nis ts a re ready and willing to support the 
civil.Government within the respective Colonies, and on 
proper requisitions, to assist in the general defence of the 
Empire, in as ample a manner as their respective abilities 
will admit of. 

That if objections be made, that a resort to a variety of 
Colony Legislatures for general aids is inconvenient, and 
that large unappropriated grants to the Crown from Ame- 
rica would endanger the liberty of the Empire: then the 
Colonies are ready and willing to assent to a Continental 
Congress, deputed from the several.Colonies, to meet with 
a .President appointed by the Crown, for the purpose of 
raising and apportioning their general aids, upon applica- 
tion. made by the Crown, according to the advice of the 
British^ Parliament, to be judged of by the said Con- 
gress.. '_, 

And~as the free enjoyment of the rights of conscience 
is of '.alljitEerA.tue most valuable branch of human liberty, 
and the indulgence and establishment of Popery all along 
the interiour confines of the old Protestant Colonies tends 
not only to obstruct their growth, but to weaken their secu- 
rity, that neither the Parliament of Great Britain, nor 
any other earthly legislature or tribunal, ought or can of 
right interfere or interpose in any wise howsoever in the 
religious and ecclesiastical concerns of the. Colonies. 

That the Colonies, respectively, are entitled to a free 
and exclusive power of legislation within themselves, re- 
spectively, in all cases of internal polity whatsoever, sub- 
ject only to the negative of their Sovereign, in such manner 
as has been heretofore accustomed. 

Resolved, That no one article of the aforegoing Report 
be considered preliminary to another, so as to preclude an 
accommodation without such article ; and that no part of 
the said Report be deemed binding or obligatory upon the 
Representatives of this Colony in Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the state of Queen's 
County T)e deferred till" to-morrow morning. - 
The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning. 



"."■'': ^" : -S3s^P Ke'Mercurii, 9 ho. A. JVt., June 28, 1775. 
. TheTTongress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
tvfth prayer by the Rev. Mr. Treat. Present : 

Foi the City and County of New-York. — Peter Van 
lit ugh Livingston, Esq., President; Isaac Low, Alex-. 
andei McDougdll, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, 
Vhr.iham Walton, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, 
James Redman, Samuel Verplanck, Richard Yates, 
Thorns Siiiiih, Benjamin Kissam, John Van Cortlandt, 

. and Jacobus Van_Zandt. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Abraham Yates, 
Peter jSjlyester, Walter Livingston, Robert Van Rensse- 
laer; and Henry Glenn. 

For Dutchess County. — Zephaniah Piatt, Rjchard Mont- 
gomene, Gilbert Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Melanc- 
toh 'Smith, and Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County . — Johannes Hardenbergh, James Clin- 
ton, and John Nicholson. 

For Orange County. — John Coe, Benjamin Tusteen, and 
Michael Jackson. 

For Suffolk JJounty. — Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 
HobarJ, Thomas Wickham, and Selah Strong. 

Fqr Westchester_County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis Gra- 
ham, Joseph Drake, David Dayton, John Thomas, Jun., 
RoberiGraham, and William Paulding. 

Fpr King's County. — Henry Williams and Theodorus Pol- 
hemus. 

For Richmond County. — John Journey, Aaron Cortelyou, 
and Richard Conner. 

For Queen's County. — Jonathan Lawrence, Samuel Town- 
shend, Joseph Robinson, Nathaniel Tom, Thomas Hicks, 
and Richard Thome. 



For Charlotte County. — (None.) 

For Tryon County. — Christopher P. Yates and John 

Marlett. 
For Cumberland County. — Paul Spooner and William 

Williams. 

The Order for taking into consideration the state of 
Queen's County, being read, the Congress took into con- 
sideration the state of Queers County ; and it appearing 
that a great number of inhabitants of the said County are 
not disposed to a representation at this Board, and have 
dissented therefrom, 

Resolved, That inasmuch as the people of this Colony 
have appointed us to watch over their preservation and 
defence, and delegated unto us the power necessary for 
that purpose, such dissent ought not to be of any avail, 
considered as an objection to the exercise of those powers, 
but that the said*County, as well as every other part of this 
Colony, must necessarily be bound by the determination of 
this Congress; and therefore, inasmuch as the Members 
chosen for the said County were elected by a considerable 
part of the inhabitants of the same, and the dissent of 
others is not to the persons chosen, but to the choice of 
any persons, 

Ordered, That the Members do take and hold their seats 
at this Board, notwithstanding such dissent. 

Ordered, That the Members of Queen's County, who 
have not attended this Congress, be served with a copy of 
the above Resolution; and Order. 

Mr. Beekman reported, that in pursuance of the Order 
of_ this House of Monday last, he had shown the ground 
therein mentioned to the proper officer of the Connecticut 
Troops, appointed for that purpose; that the ground is 
approved of; that fifteen hundred of tne saicTTroops are 
arrived, and that he has procured covenngTor them in barns 
and other out-houses near the ground. 

A Letter from Peter T. Curtenius, was read and filed. 

Ordered, That the affidavit of^Angus McDonald be 
published in the Newspapers. 

The Order of the Day being read, for taking into con- 
sideration Mr. Morris's motion of hstFrJday, to restrain 
the killing of Sheep, 

Ordered, That the same be postponed till to-morrow 
morning ; and, 

Resolved, That the Congress will then reconsider the 
Resolution made on Friday last, to restrain the killing of 
Lamb., .. „. aM .„ ; ^„ r „.,;. 

Mr. Morris has leave of absence for two days. 

Mr. Roosevelt reported, that Mr. Walton and himself, by- 
order of this Congress, had called on thegentlemen in this 
City, mentioned in the Report of the Committee of Ar- 
rangement for Officers in the Troops to be raised ; that 
"sevjrra] of them had consented to accept or the service ; 
that Messrs. Helme and Stockholm had declined the ser- 
vice ; that several others had desired sometime to consider 
of the proposal ; and that some^oX the_gentlemen named 
for" Lieutenants were very anxE>us\ that thejr particular 
situations as to the Captains they were to serve under 
might be changed. ^ ._; 

And the Congress beings informed that Jolm Quack- _ 
enboss is a proper person, and very anxious to be in the 
service, ' '.".'_" '_~JUI..l.".il^.""_! 

Ordered, That the name of John Quackenboss be in- 
serted in the room and stead of Andrew Stockholm ; and, 

Ordered, That Colonel Lispenard, with Messrs. Roose- 
velt and Walton, be a Committee to "consider the present 
arrangement of the Lieutenants, and to make such.srrange- 
ments or alterations in the stations of the Lieutenants as 
they may think will give the most _ .satisfaction i tojhe offi- 
cers ; and that they report to this Congress what they shall 
have done in the premises. ' — ■—— . r_- .,— ,- T ■-_=.._ 

The Congress then, resumed the considera^rT ot the 
Committee's Report for estimating the articles necessary 
Uncomplete three thousand effective men ; and after some 
time spent therein, 

Ordered, That Peter T. Curtenius, as Commissary of 
this Congress, be desired to purchase on the publick credit 
the following quantities of coarse broadcTotris, viz: coarse 
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blue broadcloth, sufficient to make 712 short coats, and 
crimson cloth sufficient for cuffs and facings for the said 
coats ; and that if blue cloth cannot be had, that in such 
case he purchase blue coating for that purpose ; light brown 
coarse broadcloth sufficient to make 712 short coats, with 
blue cloth sufficient for cuffs and facings ; grey coarse broad- 
cloth sufficient to make 712 short coats, with green cloth 
sufficient for cuffs and facings ; dark brown coarse broad- 
cloth sufficient to make 712 short coats, with scarlet cloth 
sufficient for cuffs and facings for the same ; and that he 
be also desired to purchase 1,000 stand of arms, 20,000 
oil flints, 8,000 pounds of lead, 40 reams of cartouch pa- 
per, 2,852 gun-worms, 2,852 screw-drivers, ticking or 
Russia drilling to make 14 bell-tents, 169 pieces of ravens 
duck as soon as it can be got, and also 520 camp kettles, 
2,852 canteens, 2,852 haversacks, 800 small hatchets, 400 
falling axes, 80 pickaxes, and 400 spades ; and that he be 
desired to get all the ravens duck which he has onjiand 
made up into soldiers' tents. 

A draught of a Letter to the Delegates of this Colony 
at the Continental Congress, to accompany the Resolves 
of this Congress on the subject of a Plan of Accommoda- 
tion with Great Britain, was read and approved of, and is 
in the words following : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, June 28, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Deeply impressed with the importance, 
the utility, and necessity of an accommodation with our 
Parent State, and conscious that the best service we can 
render to the present and all future generations, must con- 
sist in promoting it, we have laboured without intermission 
to point OUT such moderate terms as may tend to reconcile 
the unhappy differences which threaten the whole Empire 

with destructioa- 

We now take the liberty of enclosing to you the result 
of our deliberations ; and although we have not the pre- 
sumption to suppose that our weak ideas on this momen- 
tous subject will be entirely approved of by you, much less 
by that august body of which you are members ; -yet we 
take leave to observe, that the breach has been much 
widened since our first dispute on the subject of taxation; 
and as this was the source of all our grievances, so we have 
the hope that the temptation being taken away, our civil 
and religious and political rights will be easily adjusted and 
confirmed, __ 

You will observe, gentlemen, that by a resolution of 
the House, subjoined to the report of our Committee, we 
consider the whole as. entirely subjected to your better 
judgment, and each article as far independent of each other 
as you may think most proper or convenient. We must 
now repeat to you the common and just observation, that 
contests for .liberty, fostered in their infancy by the virtuous 
and wise, become sources of power to wicked and designing 
men ; from whence it follows, that such controversies as we 
are now engaged in frequently end in the demolition of 
those rights and privileges which they were instituted to 
defend. We pray you, therefore, to use every effort for the 
compromising of this unnatural quarrel between the parent 
and child ; and if such terms as you may think best shall 
n,ot be complied with, earnestly to labour, that at least some 
terms may tie held up, whereby a treaty shall be set on 
foot to restore peace and harmony to our Country, and 
spare the furtber.effusion of human blood ; so that if even 
at the last our well-meant endeavours shall fail of effect, 
we may stand fair, and stand unreproachable by our own 
consciences in the last solemn appeal to the God of battles. 
We are, gentlemen, your most obedient humble ser- 
vants. '"...'.■ 

To the Delegates for the Colony of New- York in Conti- 
nental Congress. 

Ordered, That two copies of the above Letter be en- 
grossed, and signed by the President ; that one copy there- 
of, together with a copy of the Report of the Committee 
of Accommodation, be sent to-morrow by express to our 
Delegates at the Continental Congress, and the other copy 
of the said Letter and Report be sent by Francis Lewis, 
Esquire. 

Ordered, That the Commissary deliver any articles 
which he shall at any time have purchased and have in 
his custody for the use of the Continental Army, to Gen- 



eral Schuyler, on his request, taking his receipt for the 
same. 

A Letter to John Alsop, Esquire, at Philadelphia, was 
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to 
wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, June 28, 1775. 

Sir: We are informed that you have engaged the re- 
fusal of a number of Blankets. We have now to tell you, 
that for the three thousand men we are desired to raise, we 
shall want two thousand eight hundred and fifty-two Blan- 
kets, and that there are not any to be purchased here. We 
beg, therefore, that you will procure so many, which may 
be paid for out of the publick money with you. 

We are, Sir, your most obedient servants. 
To John Alsop, Esq., at Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the President, and sent by the first opportunity. 

The Congress adjourned to five o'clock, P. M. 

Die Mercurii, 5 ho. P. M., June 28, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., President. 

A Letter from Elisha Phelps, Commissary for the Con- 
necticut Troops at Ticonderoga, &ic, bearing date at 
Albany, June 22, 1775, was read, and filed. 

Ordered, That Mr. Peter T. Curtenius be desired to 
purchase fifty firkins of Butter and ten hogsheads of Mo- 
lasses, and forward the same to Elisha Phelps, Commissary 
at Albany, by the first conveyance. 

The Warrants for the purpose of raising Troops in this 
Colony being prepared, 

Ordered, That the President sign the same on behalf of 
this Congress. 

The Congress adjourned to to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., June 29, 1775. . 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 

with prayers by the Rev. Mr. Bowden. Present: 

For the City and County of New-York. — Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., President; Isaac Low, Alex- 
ander McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Abraham Wal- 
ton, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, John De Lan- 
cey, James Beekman, John Marston, Samuel Verplanck, 
Richard Yates, David Clarkson, Thomas Smith, Benja- 
min Kissam, John Mori.n Scott, John Van Cortlandt, 
and Jacobus Van Zandt. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Abraham Yates, 
Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert Van Rensse- 
laer, and Henry Glenn. 

For Dutchess County. — Zephaniah Piatt, Richard Mont- 
gomerie, Gilbert Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Melanc- 
ton Smith, and Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — Johannes Hardenbergh, James Clin- 
ton, and John Nicholson. ; 7 

For Orange County. — Michael Jackson and Benjamin 
Tusteen. 

For Suffolk County. — Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 
Hobart, John Foster, Thomas Wickham, and Selah 
Strong. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis 
Graham, James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, Joseph 
Drake, Robert Graham, and William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Johannes E. Lott, Henry Williams, 
Jeremiah Remsen, Theodorus Polhemus, John Leffertse, 
and John Vanderbilt. 

For Richmond County. — John Journey, Aaron Cortelyou, 
and Richard Conner. _ 

For Queen's County. — Jacob BlackwelT, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Samuel Townshend, Joseph Robinson, Nathaniel 
Tom, Thomas Hicks, and Richard Thome. 

For Tryon County. — Christopher P. Yates and John 
Marlett. : . r . r: _,. 

For Cumberland County. — Paul Spooner and William 
Williams. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, dated New- York, June 
29, 1775, was read. 
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Mr. Mayor attending at the door, was called in, and in- 
formed the Congress that Mr. Francis Stephens, the King's 
Storekeeper in this City, had applied to his Excellency 
Governour Tryon, declaring his apprehensions that the 
Stores at Turtle-Bay are not jn a state of safety, and his 
inclination to remove them. That the Governour had ex- 
pressed to the Mayor his wish and inclination, that Mr. 
Stephens might, at his own expense, be permitted to re- 
move those Stores without tumult or opposition, and put 
them on board a vessel ; and that Mr. Mayor now applies 
to this Congress for their countenancing lhat measure. 

And thereupon, Ordered, That an offer be made to the 
Mayor, that this Congress will (if it be agreeable to Gov- 
ernment) request Major General Schuyler to keep a suffi- 
cient command at Turtle-Bay to guard the King's Stores 
which are now there ; and that in case the said offer be 
accepted of, and such guard can be obtained, the said Stores 
be delivered into their care by inventory ; and that in such 
case this Congress will be accountable for the re-delivery 
of the said Stores when the present unhappy commotions 
in North America shall be at an end. 

Ordered, That one of the Secretaries wait on his Wor- 
ship the Mayor, and serve him with a copy of the forego- 
ing Order. 

In pursuance of the Order of the Day, the Congress 
resumed the consideration of Mr. Morris's motion for re- 
straining the killing of Sheep, and the Order for reconsider- 
ing the Resolution to restrain the killing of Lamb. 

And after some time spent therein, Mr. McDougall 
moved, in the following words ; " I move that the killing 
of Lamb be restrained to the first of August next, instead 
of the first of November, as determined by a Resolution of 
the Congress on the 23d day of June instant." 

And the said motion being read, Mr. Morris moved that 
the said motion be amended thus : " that the question be 
put, whether it is the sense of this House that the killing 
of Sheep and Lambs be restrained to a certain time." 

And the question being put on .the said amendment, it 
was carried against the amendment, in manner following : 

Against the Amendment. For the Amendment, 

3 Albany. 2 Westchester. 
2 Suffolk. 2 Tryon. 

2 Dutchess. 2 Orange. 

4 New-York. 2 Cumberland. 
2 King's. — 

2 Ulster. 8 

2 Queen's. 
2 Richmond. 

ia " ~ ■ 

Ordered, therefore, That the said amendment be re- 
jected. 

The question being then put on Mr. McDougalVs mo- 
tion, it was carried in the affirmative, in manner following, 
to wit : 

For the Affirmative, . For the Negative. 

2 Suffolk. 2 Tryon. 

2 Orange. 3 Albany. 

2 Queen's. 2 Cumberland. 

2 King's. 2 Ulster. 



2 Richmond. 
4 New- York. 

14 



2 Westchester. 
2 Dutchess. 

13 



Resolved, therefore, That no person in this Colony kill 
any Lambs until the first day of August next. And 

Ordered, That five hundred copies of this Resolution 
be published in handbills, and that it be also published in 
the Newspapers. 

A draught of a Letter to the Continental Congress, to 
cover a copy of the Letter of the 6th of June, from the 
Committee of Intelligence at Charlestown, in South- Caro- 
lina, and a copy of General Gage's Letter to Governour 
Martin, of the 12th of April last, was read and approved 
of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, June 29, 1775. 

GeMtlemen : We lately received a Letter from the Com- 
mittee of Intelligence at Charlestown, in South- Carolina, 
covering a copy of a letter from General Gage to Gov- 
ernour Martin. From the importance of the contents of 
those Letters, we have thought it our indispensable duty to 
transmit copies of them to your respectable body. 



We are, gentlemen, most respectfully, your faithful 
friends and humble servants. By order. 
To the Honourable the Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed 
by the President, and, together with copies of the Letters 
therein mentioned, be sent by the first conveyance. 

A draught of a Letter to Elisha Phelps was read and 
approved, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, Juno 29, 1775. 

Sir : Your letter of the twenty-second instant was this 
day received in Congress, and the contents observed. The 
embarrassments you and the Troops stationed at Lake 
Champlain might have met with, in respect to the Provi- 
sions and Stores at Albany, we are persuaded did not arise 
from any other design than that of fulfilling the orders the 
Commissaries appointed hy this Provincial Congress re- 
ceived previous to your appointment as Commissary, it) 
consequence of a later order of the Continental Congress. 
Your difficulties, if they are not already, will now, we trust, 
be removed ; and that you may have no farther trouble on 
that head, we have wrote a letter and order to the Cornmis- 
saries heretofore appointed by this Board, to deliver up all 
the Provisions and Stores in their, custody for that service 
to you, and have enclosed to them a copy of the order of 
the Continental Congress, by which they will perceive they 
are superseded in that business. 

We also received a letter, dated 15th instant, from your 
Deputy, Adonijah Strong, directed to the Committee of 
Albany, couched in terms not so very suitable. However, 
for answer to the most necessary parts, we remark, that 
two of the articles mentioned in it as wanting, to wit, Rice 
and Rum, were sent up some time ago. A sufficiency of 
Peas we suppose can be procured at Albany; you will 
please, therefore^ to buy there as much as is requisite on 
the publick credit of this Colony. Butter and fresh meat 
we know to be scarce commodities at Albany; the. former 
we shall endeavour to. send you a proper supply of from 
this City, and the latter article, we imagine you do not for 
the present stand so much in need of, as it appears, by 
Governour Trumbull's letter of the 19lh instant to us, that 
a drove of fat cattle was forwarded up to you. We shall 
also send you from hence ten hogsheads of Molasses, to 
brew beer with. 

We are, Sir, your very humble servants. By order. 

To Mr. Elisha Phelps, Commissary of Provisions. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the President, and transmitted. 

A draught of a Letter to John N. Bleecker, and four 
other persons, formerly appointed agents at Albany, was 
read and approved, and is in the words following : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, June 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We have received a letter from Mr. Eli- 
sha Phelps of the 22d instant, informing us that, in the 
absence of Mr. Bleecker, he was refused the Provisions and 
Stores left in his custody, and designed for the Troops at 
Lake Champlain, &.c. You will perceive by the enclosed 
copy of an order of the Continental Congress, that the ap- 
pointment of Commissary in that department is left to "the 
disposal of that Government, or the General of the Forces 
of Connecticut, And it appears to us, ity a letter from 
Governour Trumbull, dated the 19th instant, that Mr. 
Phelps is appointed Commissary, and that he doubts not 
he will conduct with prudence and good satisfaction ; that 
he had directed him to correspond with Colonel Hinman, 
to employ persons already engaged, especially George 
Palmer, Esq. You will please, therefore, to deliver up to 
him or his order all the supplies oFFrovisions and Stores in 
your hands and custody for the said Forces, and take his 
receipt for every thing you deliver him; and send us an 
account of all such. Stores as you have issued to the Troops, 
or shall deliver to the said Commissary, and your account 
of expenses to this time. 

To the Commissaries at Alhany, appointed by the Provin- 
cial Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

The Congress adjourned to five o'clock, P. M, 
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Die Jovis, 5 ho. P. M. F June 29, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

For the City and County of New-York. — Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., President; Isaac Low, Alex- 
ander McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Isaac Roosevelt, 
James Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, Richard Yates, 
Thomas Smith, Benjamin Kissam, John Morin Scott, 
John Van Cortlandt, Jacohus Van Zandt. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Abraham Yates, 
Walter Livingston, Robert Van Rensselaer, Francis 
Nicoll. 

For Dutchess County. — Zephaniah Piatt, Gilbert Living- 
ston, Melancton Smith, Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — Johannes Hardenbergh, James Clin- 
ton, John Nicholsou. 

For Orange County. — John Coe, Michael Jackson, Ben- 
jamin Tusteen. 

For Suffolk County. — Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 
Hobart, John Foster, Thomas Wickham, Selah Strong. 

For Westchester County. — Lewis Graham, James Van 
Cortlandt, Robert Graham, William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, John Vanderbilt. 

For Richmond County. — John Journey, Aaron Cortelyou, 
Richard Conner. 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackvvell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Samuel Townshend, Thomas Hicks, Richard 
Thome. 

For Try on County. — Christopher P. Yates. 

For Cumberland County. — Paul Spooner, William Wil- 
liams. 

A memorandum from Abraham Lott, Esquire, of the 
articles by him supplied to His Majesty's Ship between the 
23d day of April and the 16th day of May last, was read 
and 6Jed_. Mr. Lott also sent in a memorandum or list of 
Provisions now wanted for His Majesty's Ship the King- 
fisher, to wit: two thousand pounds of Bread, two barrels 
of Beef, two barrels of Pork, one barrel of Flour, and four 
barrels of Butter. 

Ordered, That Mr. Lotthe at liberty to supply the above 
quantities of Provisions to the said Ship Kingfisher. 

A draught of a Letter to the Continental Congress on 
the subject of Saltpetre and Sulphur, was read and ap- 
proved. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the President, and transmitted. 

The Congress then adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., Juno 30, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, and opened 

with prayers by the Rev. Mr. Moore. Present: 

For the City and County of New-York. — Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esquire, President; Isaac Low, 
Alexander McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Abraham 
Walton, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, John De 
Lancey, John Van Cortlandt, John Marston, James 
Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, Richard Yates, David 
Clarkson, Thos. Smith, Benjamin Kissam, John Morin 
Scott, Jacotus Van Zandt. 

For the_ City and County of Albany. — Abraham Yates, 
Peter Silvester, Walter Livingston, Robert Van Rensse- 
laer, Henry Glenn, Francis Nicoll. 

For Dutchess County. — Zephaniah Piatt, Richard Mont- 
gomerie, Gilbert Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Melanc- 
ton Smith, Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — Johannes Hardenbergh, James Clin- 
ton, John Nicholson. 

For Orange County. — John Coe, Michael Jackson, Ben- 
jamin Tusteen. 

For Suffolk TToMnty.— Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 
Hobart, John Foster, Thomas Wickham, Selah Strong. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis Gra- 
ham, James Van Cortlandt, Stephen Ward, Joseph 
Drake, Robert Graham, William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Johannes E. Lott, Henry Williams, 
Jeremiah Remsen, Theodoras Polhemus, John Leffertse, 
John Vanderbilt. 

For Richmond County. — John Journey, Aaron Cortelyou, 
Richard Conner. 



For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackvvell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Samuel Townshend, Joseph Robinson, Nathaniel 
Tom, Thomas Hicks, Richard Thorne. 

For Tryon County. — Christopher P. Yates. 

For Cumberland County. — Paul Spooner, Wm. Williams. 

The President informed the Congress that General 
Schuyler had been under the necessity to send the messen- 
ger (who was provided yesterday) to Philadelphia, and 
therefore was under a necessity of having another messen'- 
ger to go to Albany, which the President was desired to 
order and to pay, in pursuance of the former order of this 
Congress. 

Mr. Walter Livingston has leave of absence. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Verplanck, Van Zandt, and 
Beekman, be a Committee for auditing all accounts that 
may be brought into this Congress, and that the report of 
them, or any two of them, on any account of the sum that 
ought to be paid thereon, shall be a sufficient warrant to 
the President to pay the same. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the arrange- 
ment of the Battalions. And thereupon, 

Agreed and Ordered, That the New-York Regiment 
be considered as the First Regiment, and have rank ac- 
cordingly. 

Albany, Ulster, and Tryon Counties dissented. 

The Congress then unanimously approved of Alexander 
McDougall for Colonel, Rudolphus Ritzma for Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel, and John Brogden for Adjutant of the First 
Regiment. 

A Letter from General Schuyler was read, requesting a 
small Committee from this Congress to meet him as soon 
as possible. Thereupon, 

Ordered, That General Montgomerie, Mr. Hicks, and 
Mr. Clarkson be a Committee tojvait on General Schuy- 
ler immediately, and bring their report in writing. 

Agreed and Ordered, That Colonel Rooseboom's Regi- 
ment be the Second Regiment, and take rank accordingly. 

The Congress unanimously agreed and approved of 
Myndert Rooseboom for Colonel, Goosie Van Schaack, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Barent T. Ten Eyck, Adjutant, and 
John W, Wendal, Quartermaster of the Second Regiment. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gabriel W. Ludlow pay into the 
hands of Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., the balance 
of the money subscribed on the publick faith, and by him 
collected ; and that the receipt of the said Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston be a sufficient discharge to Mr. Lud- 
low for the same. 

Samuel Cook, Ebenezer Haviland, and John Williams 
were respectively approved as Surgeons, if they respec- 
tively shall be found properly and sufficiently qualified for 
those stations, and that they be examined by the Doctors 
John Jones and Samuel Bard, who are requested to make 
such examination. 

Agreed and Ordered, That Colonel Clinton's Regi- 
ment be .the.. Third. Regiment, and take rank accordingly. 

The Congress then unanimously approved of Col. James 
Clinton for Colonel, Edward Flemming for Lieutenant- 
Colonel, and Cornelius D. Wynkoop for Major of the 
Third Regiment. 

The Committee who waited on General Schuyler re- 
turned, and their Report was read and filed, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

Major General Schuyler is directed by the Continental 
Congress to repair as soon as conveniently he can to the 
Posts of Ticonderoga and Crown Point, to examine into 
the state thereof, and of the Troops now stationed .there, 
and how they are supplied with. Provisions and necessary 
Stores; into the state, also, of the Sloop and other navi- 
gation pn the. Lakes; also, to obtain the best intelligence 
he can of the disposition of the Canadians and Indians in 
Canada ; and that he give orders for the necessary prepara- 
tion of Boats and Stores for securing the United Colonies 
the command of those waters adjacent to Crown Point 
and Ticonderoga., In order to cany this service into 
execution, he will require the Stores of which General 
Schuyler will furnish the Congress with an estimate, as 
soon as possible. As it is probable the Troops which are 
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now here will be ordered to the northward) and as some of 
their arms are out of repair, he wishes that Armourers may 
immediately be provided to put those arms which may re- 
quire it into repair. 

Ordered, That every Gunsmith in the City ofiVew- 
York be requested to repair, with all possible despatch, 
any arms of the Troops from the Colony of Connecticut 
now here, which may be brought to them by the Quarter- 
master of the said Troops, or eitherof them, for that purpose. 

Agreed and Ordered, That Colonel Holmes's Regi- 
ment be the Fourth Regiment, and take rank accordingly. 

The ^Congress then unanimously approved of James 
Holmes for Colonel, Philip Van Cortlandt for Lieutenant- 
Colonel, and Barnabas Tuthill for Major of the said 
Fourth Regiment. 

Mr. President, at his request, has leave of absence till 
Monday next, and Mr. Lispenard is unanimously chosen 
President pro tern. Mr. Thomas Smith has leave of ab- 
sence, to depart to-morrow evening. And Mr. Walton has 
leave of absence, to depart this evening, and to return 
early on Monday morning. 

'-' -Mr, Tli qmas Smith, from the Committee appointed to 
treat with Robert Boyd and Henry Watkeys, reported the 
draught of an Article of Agreement in the following words, 
to wit : 

Articles, of Agreement made and concluded this .... 
day of June, 1775, between Henry Watkeys, of the City 
of New-York, Gunsmith, of the one part, and Leonard 
Lispenard, Richard Montgomerie, James Clinton, and 
Thomqs_ Smith 1 Esquires, by order and on behalf of the 
Provincial Congress of the Colony of New- York, of the 
other part: 

FixsL Thejsaid Henry Watkeys doth hereby agree to 
and with the^sauj, Leonard Lispenard, Richard Mont- 
gomerie, James Clinton, and Thomas Smith, that he, the 
said Henry Watkeys, shall and will use his utmost dili- 
gence to finish all the muskets (the barrels, tamrods, and 
bayonets being first provided by the Congress) in the fol- 
lowing manner, to wit : The lock to be made agreeable to 
the lock now delivered to him, marked Grice, 1760; and 
the stock and mounting to be finished, and the musket bar- 
rel polished, agreeable to the musket now delivered to him, 
marked No. 30., And the said Henry Watkeys agrees to 
deliver thfsaid muskets. in small parcels, as they are finish- 
ed, and complete the whole work with all possible des- 
patch. 

Second. The said Leonard Lispenard, Richard Mont- 
gomerie, James Clinton, and Thomas Smith, in behalf of 
the said Congress, doth agree to pay to the said Henry 
Watkeys, for every musket which he shall deliver, within 
six months, completely finished in manner aforesaid, the 
sum of two Pounds five Shillings, provided the number 
doth not exceed one thousand. And in order to enable 
the said Benry Watkeys to comply with this contract, it 
is agreed to advance to him the sum of fifty Pounds, which 
sum Js to he accounted for out of money that may be due 
to him on the first parcel of muskets that shall be delivered 
by him. And it is understood by the parties, that the said 
Henry Watkeys is not to be entitled to the bounty offered 
by the Congress to encourage the making of muskets in 
this Colony, upon the muskets to be delivered by virtue of 
this contract. 

Ordered, That Colonel Clinton, Colonel McBougall, 
Mr. Brasher, Colonel Woqdhull, Colonel Tusteen, Colonel 
Van Cortlandt, Colonel Van Rensselaer, Col. Blackwell, 
Capt. Piatt, Mr. Christopher Yates, Col. Cortelyou, Mr. 
VanderMlt^ and Major Williams, be a Committee to form 
and .determine the rank of the Captains and Inferiour Offi- 
cers .in each Regiment, and of the Captains and Inferiour 
Officers of the several Regiments. 

The Congress then adjourned to nine o'clock to-inorrow 
morning. 

Die Saturnii, 9 ho. A, JVI., July 1, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, and opened 
with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Auchmuty.- Present : 

F° r tMtQMy and County of New-York. — Leonard Lispe- 
nSrtl, President pro tern. ; Isaac Low, Alexander Mc- 
Dougall, Abraham Walton, Abraham Brasher, Isaac 



Roosevelt, John De Lancey, Samuel Verplanck, Rich- 
ard Yates, Benjamin Kissam, John Morin Scott. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Abraham Yates, 
Peter Silvester, Robert Van Rensselaer, Francis Nicoll. 

For Dutchess County. — Zephaniah Piatt, Richard Mont- 
gomerie, Gilbert Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Melanc- 
fon Smith, Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — Johannes Hardenbergh, James Clin- 
ton, John Nicholson, 

For Orange County. — Michael Jackson, Benj. Tusteen. 

For Suffolk County. — Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 
Hobart, John Foster, Thomas Wickham. 

For Westchester County. — Lewis Graham, James Van 
Cortlandt, William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen, 
Theodorus Polhejnus, John Vanderbilt. 

For Richmond County. — John Journey, Aaron Cortelyou, 
Richard Conner. 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Samuel Town- 
shend, Richard Thome. 

For Tryon County. — Christ. P. Yates and John Marlett. 

For Cumberland County. — Paul Spooner, Wm. Williams. 

A Letter from the Honourable John Hancock, Esquire, 
President of the Continental Congress, dated Philadelphia, 
June 24, 1775, was read, and filed. 

The Resolves mentioned and enclosed in the foregoing 
Letter, were also read. 

Another Letter from the President of the Continental 
Congress, dated Philadelphia, June 21,1115, was read. 

The List of Officers mentioned and enclosed in the abpve 
Letters, was also read. 

A Letter from Edward Flemming, Esq., signifying to 
this Congress his reasons for declining to accept of a com- 
mission appointing him Lieutenant-Colonel in the Regi- 
ment whereof James Clinton, Esq., is Colonelj and raised 
for the defence of American liberty. 

Ordered, That Colonel McBougall, Mr. " Scott, and 
Colonel Clinton, be a Committee to meet and confer with 
Messrs. Ethan Allen and Seth Warner, and report the 
same with. all convenient speed. 

Mr. Glenn has. leave of absence to go home, and return 
as soon as he conveniently can. 

The Congress adjourned to four o'clock, P. M., on Mon- 
day next. 

.Die Lunse, 4to ho. P. M., July 3, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
Leonard Lispenard, Esq., President pro tempore. 

A Letter from the New-York Delegates at the Continen- 
tal Congress, dated Philadelphia, June 30, 1775, was read. 

Mr. Pye offered to go to Bobbs's Ferry to take care "of 
the Powder mentioned in the Letter from. the New-York 
Delegates; and thereupon, an order was signed by the 
President pro tempore, and delivered to Mr. Pye as the 
bearer, directing the person or persons who shall have the 
said Powder, to deliver it "to Mr. Pye, taking ; bis receipt for 
the same; and also another order was made, signed as 
aforesaid and delivered to Mr. Pye, directing him to deliver 
the said fifty quarter casks, of Powder to such person or 
master of a sloop as may have an.oxder from this Congress 
for that purpose. 

A draught of a Letter to the Committee of the City of 
Albany, concerning the said fifty quarter casks of Powder, 
was read and approved of, and is in the words following, 
to wit ; 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, July 3, 1775. 

Gentlemen : You will receive by the bearer fifty quar- 
ter casks of Gunpowder, sent from Philadelphia by tn¥ 
Continental Congress, for the use of the forts at Crown 
Point and Ticonderoga. You are sensible of the neces- 
sity of forwarding it with : all possible despatch and safety, 
and will doubtless duly attend to a matter of so rrrach im- 
portance. We are,. gentlemen, your humble servants. 

By order of the Provincial Congress. 

To Samuel Stringer, Esq., Chairman of the Committee at 
Albany. :-'.-'... 

Ordered, That a eopy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the President pro tempore, and delivered to the Albany 
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Members, to be transmitted by such skipper as they shall 
direct to stop and receive the said Powder. 

The Congress then adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning. ' 

Die Martis, 9 ho. A. M., July 4, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, and opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Dr. Rodgers. Present : 

Leonard Lispenard, Esq., President pro tempore. 

For the City and County of New- York. — Isaac Low, Alex- 
ander McDougall, Joseph Hallett, Abraham Brasher, 
Isaac Roosevelt, John De Lancey, Samuel Verplanck, 
Richard Yates, Benjamin Kissam, John Morin Scott. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Abraham Yates, 
Peter Silvester, Francis Nicoll. 

For Dutchess County. — Zephaniah Piatt, Richard Mont- 
gomerie, Gilbert Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Melanc- 
ton Smith, Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — Johannes Hardenbergh, James Clin- 
ton, Egbert Dumond. 

For Orange County. — David Pye Benjamin Tusteen. 

For Suffolk County. — Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 

-. Jlobart, Thomas Wickham. 

.For Westchester County. — Lewis Graham, James Van 
Cortlandt, Joseph Drake, Philip Van Cortlandt, Robert 
Graham, William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen, 
Theodorus Polhemus, John Vanderbilt. 

For Richmond County . — Paul Micheau, John Journey, 
Aaron Cortelyou. 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Zebulon Williams, Joseph Robinson, Nathaniel 
Tom, Richard Thome. 

For Tryon County. — Christopher P. Yates, John Marlett. 

For Cumberland County. — Paul Spooner, Wm. Williams. 

A Letter from General Schuyler was read, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

" New-York, July 3, 1775. 

" Gentlemen: I do myself the honour to enclose you 
an estimate of such stores, &c, as at present appears to me 
necessary to be forwarded to Albany. The, pitch, oakum, 
and nails, I wish to have sent with all possible despatch. 
I am very certain that a variety of other articles will be 
wanted, which I shall be better able to ascertain after my 
arrival sxAlbany, for which place I propose setting out to- 
morrow. I am informed that "a considerable quantity of 
lead, was found. ^Ticonderoga ; but if it should not equal 
my expectations, I may be exposed to insurmountable diffi- 
culties. I therefore wish .that at least half of the quantity 
which 1 have estimated may be ordered up without delay, 
together with fifty casks of powder, which I am advised 
will, be sent you from Philadelphia. 

" As it is probable, from.the manoeuvres of Governour 
Carleton, that I shall speedily want a re-enforcement of 
Troops at Tic onderoga ; and not being at liberty to remove 
the Connecitcui^Troops from hence, I entreat that you will 
be pleased to Jonvard whatever men may be levied in this 
Colony immediately to Albany, without waiting until the 
corps are completed. 

" I hope, gentlemen, on every occasion, to be favoured 
with your advice; and, indeed, as the important charge 
conferred on me by the Continental Congress, was done in 
deference to your polite and honourable (yet altogether 
unmerited) recommendation of me, I shall, with the fullest 
confidence, look up to you for your aid and countenance, 
at once to promote the publick service, and to prevent me 
from sinking under the weighty concerns of my office ; and 
give me leave to assure you, that though I have the clearest 
conviction that I shall never be able to equal the high opin- 
ion you haveJnduced the Congress to entertain of me, yet 
no effort shall be wanting on my part to deserve it as far. 
as possible, that I may not draw disgrace on you, my 
country, or myself. 

" I am, gentlemen, with sentiments of the most profound 
respect, your most obedient and most humble servant. 

"Ph. Schuyler. 
" The Gentlemen of the New-York Provincial Congress." 

The Esti mate of Stores, &c, mentioned in the fore^oinS- 
Letter of General Schuyler, was read, and filed. 



Mr. Henry Williams then moved, seconded by Mr. John 
VanCortlandt, in the words following, to wit : " I move that 
orders be immediately issued by this Congress for making 
uniform Coats for all the men to be raised in this Colony." 

And debates arising on the said motion, and the question 
being put thereon, it was carried in the affirmative, in the 
following manner, to wit : 

For the Affirmative. For the. Negative. 

2 Dutchess, 2 Cumberland, 3 Albany, 

2 Richmond, 2 Ulster, 2 Suffolk. 

2 Westchester, 2 King's. — " 

4 New- York, — '■ 5 

2 Queen's, 20 Orange County equally di- 
2 Tryon, vided — no vote. 

Ordered, therefore, That Mr. Peter T Curtenius get 
uniform Coats made for all the non-commissioned officers 
and men to be raised in this Colony ; that the Coats of 
each Regiment be made with different cuffs and facings. 

And Ordered, That Mr. Curtenius be at liberty to pur- 
chase any goods for the use of this Colony of Robert and 
John Murray, which were directed by this Congress to be 
kept in store until the second ship shall arrive from Great 
Britain with goods, after the Non-Importation Agreement 
is dissolved, if Messrs. Murray will consent to wait for their 
money until that time. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Low, Clarkson, and Kissam, be 
a-Committee to wait on General Schuyler, and confer with 
him on the subject of his Letter receiyed and read this 
day, and the List of Stores therein enclosed ; and inform 
him that it may be disadvantageous to remove the new 
levied Troops immediately. 

Ordered, That Mr, Peter T. Curtenius send to Phila- 
delphia for proper Parchments for Drum-heads ', and when 
he obtains them, that he get good Drums made for the 
Regiments now raising in tins Colony, in such manner as 
the Field-Officers shall direct. 

Ordered, also, That Mr. Peter T. Curtenius (for the 
present) provide Provisions for the men now enlisted and 
raising in this City, and deliver the same In such quantities 
as may be necessary, to the Quartermaster of the First 
Regiment ; and that he deliver au|_"'.su_'eIi_-Tents as he has 
or may have' ready, to Colonel McDougall, or his order, 
for the use of his men. 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall have leave to nomi- 
nate such persons to fill up the. vacancies in his Regiment, 
below the rank of Captain, as he may think propeT; and 
that he report to this Congress such persons as he shall 
nominate. 

A Receipt from Philip Lansing to Egbert Dumond, 
Esq., for two hundred barrels of Flour, to be by him con- 
veyed to Albany, for the use of the Troops at Ticonde- 
roga, was read, and filed. 

The Committee appointed to wait on General Schuyler, 
returned, and reported in substance, that General Schuyler 
having conceived that it might be disadvantageous to.re- 
moye the new levied men immediately, had wrote to the 
Congress on that subject, and received positive orders ;,not 
to remove from hence the Connecticut Troops under the 
command of General Wooster ; but that he will leave the 
new levied men here for the present ; that with respect 
to the List of Stores delivered in hy General Schuyler, 
he had made a list of all "the stores of the several kinds 
therein mentioned, that he conceived necessary for the 
present, and that such quantities of the several articles 
therein mentioned as are already sent, are to be considered 
as part of the stores mentioned in the said List, 

The Congress resumed the/consideration of the Resolves 
of the Continental Congress, ^bearing date the 23d ult. ; 
and after some time spent therein, the Congress was informed 
that Ethan Allen was at the door,~and desired admittance. 

Mr. iSsnrsthen moved, seconded by Mr. Melancton 
Smith, in the following words : " I moive that Ethan Allen 
be permitted to have an audience at this Hoards 

And debates arising thereon, and the question being put, 
it was carried in the affirmative, In manner following : 



For the Affirmative. 

2 Suffolk, 2 Dutchess, 

2 Quecn'B, 2 Tryon, 

2 King's, 2 Cumberland." 

2 Ulster, — 

2 Orange, ' 18' 

2 Westchester, 



-■- o 

For the Negative. 
3 Albany, 
2 RJchmond i 

...... 4 New-York. 
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Ordered, therefore, That Ethan Allen be admitted. 
He delivered a List of Officers, which is filed. 

Seth Warner was also admitted at the same time. 

Ethan Allen and Seth Warner having been heard, they 
withdrew. 

Ordered, That in consequence of a recommendation 
from the Continental Congress, a body of Troops, not ex- 
ceeding five hundred men, officers included, be forthwith 
raised, of those called Green-Mountain Boys ; that they 
elect all their own Officers, except Field-Officers; that 
Major General Schuyler be requested to forward this Order 
to them, and receive from them a list of such Officers as 
they shall elect, (o be communicated to this Congress ; and 
that General Schuyler be further requested, without delay, 
to procure the sense of those Troops concerning the per- 
sons who will be most agreeable to them for Field-Officers, 
and to make other inquiry; and upon the whole advise this 
Congress what persons will be most proper to be appointed 
as Field-Officers to command those Troops; that the said 
Troops, when raised, be considered as an independent body, 
their Field-Officers taking rank after the Field-Officers of 
"the other Troops to be raised by this Colony for the Con- 
tinental service; that their corps of Officers consist of one 
Lieutenant-Colonel, one Major, seven Captains, and four- 
teen Lieutenants; and that the General be furnished with 
blank. Warrants, to be filled up by him agreeable to such 
election, as above mentioned. 

The.County of Albany, and Mr. John De Lancey, dis- 
sented to the above Order and Resolve. 

Ordered, That a certified copy of the above be given 
to General Schuyler by the Secretaries. 

The Congress then adjourned to five o'clock, P. M. 



Die Martis, 5 ho. P. M., July 4, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
Leonard Lispenard, Esq., President pro tempore. 

A Letter from General Schuyler was received and read, 
and is in the words following : 

"New-York, July 4, 1775. 

" Gentlemkn : As I am ordered by the Continental Con- 
gress to liquidate the accounts of the people employed at 
the reduction_of Ticonderoga, that they may be paid ; and 
as Messrs. Allen and Warner were concerned, there will 
be money due to them ; and as they are in want of some, 
I could Wish you to adya.nce thern thirty Pounds, and to 
make it a Continejita! charge, for which shall debit them 
in their account with the publick. 

" I am, gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

" Ph. Schuyler. 
"To the Gentlemen of the Neip-York Provincial Con- 
■- gress," _ . 

Thereupon, an Order was made to the President, in the 
words following, to wit : Whereas, General Schuyler has 
requested that. this Congress would advance thirty Pounds 
to Ethan Allen and Seth Warner, and make a Continental 
charge thereof, for which he will debit them in their account 
with the publick, 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esquire, 
be requested to. advance thirty Pounds to the said Ethan 
Allen and Seth Warner, and take their receipt for the 
same. - 

Ordered, That eveiy person who has any one or more 
of the Muskets, BayonetJ, and Accoutrements belonging 
to the Corporation of the City of Neio- York, and lately 
delivered out of the City-Hall of the said City, bring the 
same to the house of Abraham Van Dyck, in the Broad- 
way, and deliver them to Messrs. Abraham Walton and 
Isaac Sears, or their order, 'who are appointed a Commit- 
tee to receive;, the same ; and that each person deliver to 
those gentlemen, at the same time, an account of the ex- 
pense they have been at for Iron Ramrods for the said 
Muskets, that this Congress may make provision for the 
payment thereof; and 

Ordered, That this Order be published in bandbills, 
and distributed about this City. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 



Dio Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M., July 5, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Mr. Gano. Present : 

For the City and County of New- York. — Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, Esq., President ; Isaac Low, Alexander Mc- 
Dougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, Abraham 
Walton, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, John De 
Lancey, James Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, Richard 
Yates, David Clarkson, Benjamin Kissam, John Morin 
Scott, John Van Cortlandt, John Marston, and Isaac 
Sears. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Peter Silvester and 
Francis Nicoll. 

For Dutchess County. — Zephaniah Piatt, Richard Mont- 
gomerie, Gilbert Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Melanc- 
ton Smith, and Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — Johannes Hardenbergh, James Clin- 
ton, and Egbert Dumond. 

For Orange County. — Michael Jackson and Benjamin 
Tusteen. 

For Suffolk County. — Nathaniel. Woodhull, John Sloss 
Hobart, and Thomas Wickham. 

For Westchester County. — Lewis Graham, James Van 
Cortlandt, Joseph Drake, Philip Van Cortlandt, Robert 
Graham, and William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Johannes E. Lott, Henry Williams, 
Jeremiah Rernsen, and John Vanderbilt. 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micheau, John Journey, 
and Richard Conner. 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Zebulon Williams, Joseph TVench, Joseph Robin- 
son, Nathaniel Tom, and Richard Thome. 

For Tryon County.— Christopher P. Yates and John 
Marlett. 

For Cumberland County. — Paul Spooner and William, 
Williams. 

Joseph French. Esq., one of the members of Queen's 
County, who hitherto has neglected to attend this Con- 
gress, appeared and took his seat ; and was charged by the 
President from the chair, that sundry matters in this Con- 
gress are to be kept secret, particularly all such as relates 
to Ticonderoga and the Northern Posts. 

Colonel McDougall informed the Congress that a num- 
ber of men enlisted in this City, as part of the Troops to 
be raised in this Colony, are ready to be encamped, but 
that tents and other necessaries for the. Officers, and many 
articles for the Soldiers, are yet wanting; that part of the 
upper Barracks are ready for use, and that a Muster-Master 
is wanting to muster the men now enlisted. ^ 

Ordered, That Mr. Abraham Brasher and Dr. Lynn 
proceed immediately to muster the men who are enlisted ; 
and that such men as pass muster, arid such others as shall 
be enlisted, be lodged in the Barracks in this City," until 
their tents and other necessaries are ready, or until, the 
further order of this Congress. 

Ordered, That Mr. Curtenius wait on Doctor John 
Jones and Doctor Treat, andrequest them to make and 
deliver to him a list of such Medicines and Instruments. as 
will furnish a complete Medicine-Chest for a Regiment .of 
seven hundred and fifty men, officers included ; and that 
Mr. Curtenius, when he has received such list, provide a 
Medicine-Chest agreeable ther_et.o. 

Mr. Curtenius attending at the door, was called in, and 
produced to the Congress an order _of General Schuyler 
to. supply sundry utensils (which are mentioned in a list 
attending the said order) for an Armourer of the Con- 
necticut Troops. • - 

Ordered, That Mr. Curteniufsu^\>]y the sundry articles., 
mentioned in. the said list. and order, to the said Armourery - 
and that he keep a separate account onhe amount of those 
articles, and charge them as supplied to the Troops of the 
Colony of Connecticut, that it may be placed to the ac- 
count of that Colony in a settlement oT the Continental 
expenses. 

Ordered, That Mr. Curtenius be supplied with a" copy 
of the List or Inventory of Stores sent to this Congress on 
the 4 th instant ; and that he be requested to compare that 
Inventory with the Inventories of the J'rovisions and Stores 
already forwarded to Albany ; and that he purchase on the 
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publick credit, and forward to Albany, such quantities of 
the respective articles, matters and things, mentioned in the 
said List or Inventory, as are not already purchased and 
forwarded to Albany. 

This Congress being informed that the Corporation of 
the City of New- York intends to address his Excellency 
Governour Tnjon, 

Resolved, Though this Congress entertains the highest 
respect for his Excellency, yet it will be altogether im- 
proper for the said Corporation, or any other body corpo- 
rate, or individuals, in this Colony, to address his Excel- 
lency at this most critical juncture. 

Resolved, also, That one of the Secretaries, of this Con- 
gress do forthwith serve his Worship the Mayor with a 
copy hereof. 

Mr. De Lancey dissented to the foregoing Resolutions. 

A Certificate from Daniel Tillinghast, Chairman of the 
Committee of Safety at Providence, Rhode-Island, bearing 
date the 27th of June last, certifying that Asher Cook had 
that day imported there in the Sloop Liberty, Henry Pal- 
mer, Master, one hundred and sixty-eight barrels of Flour 
and forty-four casks of Bread, and disposed of them to the 
Committee of Safety; was read, and filed. 

William Tapp was mentioned to this Congress as a 
proper person for Quartermaster of the First Regiment of 
the Troops now raising in this Colony ; and the Congress 
being informed that Lieutenant-Colonel Ritzma recom- 
mends him as a proper person for that office, 

.Agreed, That he is approved of, and that he be ap- 
pointed to the said office. 

John Van Cortlandt, Esq., informed the Congress that 
the Artillery Company of the Marine Society, agreeable 
to the recommendation of this Congress, had nominated 
their Officers to serve under Captain Anthony Rutger, to 
wit: Christopher Miller, for their Captain-Lieutenant; 
Patrick Dennis, First Lieutenant ; Anthony Griffiths, 
Second Lieutenant ; and William Ritchie, Third Lieuten- 
ant ; and request the approbation of this Congress in the 
said nominations. 

The Congress are of opinion that those gentlemen will 
be proper Officers, and do approve of and confirm the 
choice of the said Company in their Officers. 

The Report of the Committee for Indian Affairs, which 
was brought in last Saturday, was read ; and the draught 
of a Speech proposed to be made to the Indians, was also 
read, and in sundry places amended : And thereupon, 

Ordered, That the said Report of a Speech to be made 
to the Indians, be recommitted to such Members of the 
said Committee as are now present, together with Mr. Scott 
and Mr. Hobart, who are added to the said Committee for 
that purpose; and that they proceed to take the same into 
consideration immediately. 

Resolved, That no Vessel now in port, nor any that may 
hereafter arrive, belonging to any port in Great Britain or 
Ireland, or the Isles of Guernsey or Jersey, which sends ves- 
sels to the Newfoundland Fishery, be permitted to load any 
Bread or Flour, Beef or Pork, unless the property of those 
articles be in some merchant or inhabitant of this Colony, 
and not intended for Newfoundland, until it-shall be other- 
wise ordered by this or the Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy of this Resolution be published 
in ihe Newspapers ; and that the Resolution of the Com- 
mittee of the City of New- York be republished at the same 
time, immediately preceding this Resolution. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. '__.... 
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Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., July G, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Mr. Mason. Present : 
For the City and County of New-York. — Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., President; Isaac Low, Alex- 
ander McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, 
Abraham ^Walton, John De Lancey, James Beekraan, 
Samuel Verplanck, Richard Yates, David Clarkson, 
Benjamin Kissam, John Van Cortlandt, Jacobus Van 
Zandt, and Isaac Sears. 
For the City and Comity of Albany.— Peter Silvester and 
Francis Nicoll. ■ - 



For Dutchess County. — Zephaniah Piatt, Richard Mont- 
gomerie, Gilbert Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Melanc- 
ton Smith, and Nathaniel Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — Johannes Ilardenbergh, James Clin- 
ton, and Egbert Dumond. 

For Orange County. — Michael Jackson and Benjamin 
Tusteen. 

For Suffolk County. — Nathaniel Woodhull, John SIoss 
Hobart, Thomas Tredwell, and Thomas Wickham. 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis Gra- 
ham, Joseph Drake, Philip Van Cortlandt, Robert 
Graham, and William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, Jeremiah Remsen. 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micheau, John Journey, 
and Richard Conner. 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Zebulon Williams, Joseph French, Joseph Robin- 
son, Nathaniel Tom, and Richard Thome. 

For Tryon County. — John Marlett. 

For Cumberland County. — Paul Spooner and William 
Williams. 

Application having been made to the President, and also 
to the Deputy Chairman of the General Committee of 
New-York, for the payment of a Messenger who was sent 
to Albany by General Schuyler, and is returned, it is agreed 
that nine Pounds be a stated allowance to a Messenger for 
going to Albany; and that the President pay the said Mes- 
senger who has been to Albany nine Pounds. 

Resolved, That the Reverend John Peter Tctarct be 
employed as French Interpreter to General Schuyler, and 
as Chaplain for the Troops of this Colony ; and that his 
pay as Interpreter and Chaplain be equal to a Major's 

P a 7- ■'-:■.: .-■ -.- 

Messrs. Melancton Smith, Gilbert ^Livingston, and 

Henry Williams, dissent from the appointment of Mi - .. 
Tetard as Chaplain. 

Mr. McDougall moved (seconded by Mr. Sears) that 
a Committee be appointed to convene all the Blacksmiths 
in Town, and inquire of them whether they can make Gun- 
barrels, Bayonets, and Iron Ramrods, and what number 
any of them can make in a given time. 

Ordered, That Mr. Van Zandt, Colonel McDougall, 
Colonel Lispenard, and Mr. Hallett, be a Committee for 
that purpose, and that they report with all convenient 
speed. 

Ordered, That Mr. Van Zandt be authorized, and he 
is hereby authorized and requested, on behalf of this Con- 
gress to contract with any such person as he shall think 
proper, for procuring two thousand good Gun-Locks, such 
as are used for the King's Muskets, to be procured with all 
possible despatch, not to exceed the price of sixteen shil- 
lings each ; and 

Resolved, That the same shall be paid for by this Con- 
gress. 

Mr. McDougall moved (was seconded) that a Com- 
mittee be appointed to write to Great Britain for four 
complete sets of Lock-Smiths to make Gun-Locks, ancfthat 
the same Committee agree to pay the passages of Smiths 
from Britain to America. 

And the same being agreed to, 

Ordered, That Co]. Lispenard, Mr. Hallett, Mr. Van' 
Zandt, and Colonel McDougall, be a Committee for that 
purpose, and that they are hereby authorized and requested 
to write for four sets of good Lock-Smiths, to make Gun- 
Locks, and to engage to pay the expense of their passages 
from Britain to this Colony. 

- Resolved and Ordered, That the Committee of Corres- 
pondence write a Letter to the Continental Congress on the 
subject of Saltpetre, and informing tfiem of the proposals 
of Messrs. Kip and Van Vleeck, that' the Continental Con- 
gress may give stich encouragement and directions in the 
premises as they in their wisdom shall think proper. 

Resolved, That Ten Shillings shall be allowed to every 
Soldier that shall enlist in the Continental Army in this 
Colony, for the present campaign, who shall furnish him- 
self with a good Musket, to be approved of by thelVIuster- 
Master and Armourer for each Regiment. 

Mr. Morris moved, and was seconded, that the Congress 
reconsider their Resolve of yesterday to prevent any Ad- 
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dress being delivered to his Excellency Governour Tryon. 
Debates arose thereon, and the question being put, it was 
carried in the negative, in the manner following: 

For the Affirmative. For the Negative. 

4 New-York, 2 Suffolk, 

■ 3 Albany, 2 Westchester, — Mr. Morris 

2 Richmond, 2 Dutchess, dissenting. 

2 Queen's,' — Mr. Robinson 2 Cumberland, 

— dissenting. 2 Ulster, 

11 '2 King's, 

2 Tryon, 

2 Orange. 

16 

Resolved, therefore, That this Congress will not recon- 
sider their Resolution of yesterday to prevent any Address 
being delivered to his Excellency Governour Tryon. 

A Letter from "Mr. Scott to the President, informing him 
of the distressed state of his family, was read, and praying 
that some person be put in his stead on the Committee of 
Indian Affairs. 

Ordered, That Mr. Morris be added to that Committee 
in the stead of Mr. Scott. 

The Congress adjourned to four o'clock, P. M. 

Die Jovis, 4to ho. P. M., July 6, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

For the City and County of New- York. — Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, Esquire, President; Alexander McDpugall, 
Abraham Walton, James Beekman, Richard Yates, 
David Clarkson, Benjamin Kissam, Jacobus Van Zandt, 
and Isaac Sears. 

-For the City and County of Albany. — Peter Silvester and 
Francis Nicoll. 

For Dutchess County.— Zephaniah Piatt, Gilbert Living- 
ston, Jonathan Landon, Melancton Smith, and Nathaniel 
Sackett. 

For Ulster County. — Johannes Hardenbergh, James Clin- 
ton, and Egbert Dumond. 

For Orange County.' — Michael Jackson and Benjamin 
Tusteeri. 

For Suffolk County.— Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss Ro- 
han, Thomas Tredwell, and Thomas Wickham.. 

For 'Westchester County. — Gouvemeur Morris, Stephen 
Ward, Joseph Drake, Robert Graham, and William 
Paulding. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams and Jeremiah Rem- 
sen. 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micheau, John Journey, 
and Aaron Cortelyou. 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Zebulon Williams, Joseph French, Joseph Robin- 
son, Nathaniel Tom, and Richard Thorne. 

For Cumberland County. — Paul Spooner, Wm. Williams. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerard Bancker, the Barrack-Mas- 
ter, deliver to Colonel McDougall all such Beds, Blankets, 
and other utensils for Soldiers, now in the custody of the 
said Barrack-Master, and belonging to this Colony, as Col. 
McDougall shall call for, for the use of the Troops now 
raising in this Colony. 

A Letter from John Alsop, Esq., at Philadelphia, in 
answer to the Letter from this Congress on the subject of 
Blankets, was read and filed. 

A Letter from Isaac Thompson, of Islip, covering a copy 
of the General Association, signed by the greatest part of 
the inhabitants of that District, was read and filed. 

The said.General Association, signed as aforesaid, and 
also a list of the names of such persons as have refused to 
sign the same subjoined thereto, was read and filed. 

A Letter from Chqrles Thomson, Esquire, on behalf of 
the Committee of the City of Philadelphia, was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

"Philadelphia, July 4, 1775. 

" Gentlemen: The enclosed was yesterday intercepted 
by the Committee of this City, and laid before the Con- 
gress, who have recommended that it be forwarded to you. 
" I am, Gentlemen, you most humble servant, 

"Charles Thomson, 
"In behalf of the Committee of Philadelphia. 
"Provincial Convention or Congress of New- York." 



A Letter from Governour Martin (enclosed in the fore- 
going Letter from Charles Thomson) to Henry White, Esq., 
was read, and is in the words following : 

"Cape Fear, North-Carolina, June 13, 1775. 

"Dear Sir: I take the liberty to enclose herewith a 
letter to Mrs. Martin, whose safe arrival I am most anxious 
to learn, the winds having been easterly almost ever since 
her departure. 

" 1 shall be extremely obliged to you if you can contrive 
to send me, with the royal standard 1 mentioned to you 3ome 
time ago, or without it if that is not to be had, a good tent 
and markee, of the size of the Colonels' tents in the Army, 
with a tent-bed to fit the boot of it, and furniture, viz : mat- 
rass, bolster, and pillows, to be sent by any "vessel bound 
to Cape Fear River, or in default thereof to Neicbem, 
directed to the care of Mr. Cornell. _ I should rejoice to 
see a prospect of a happy termination of the present deplo- 
rable times, that more or less threateTV the happiness of 
every man throughout the BritishJDommhns. My cojn- 
pliments and. warmest wishes attend you and Mis. White, 
and all your family. I am, dear Sir, ever jours, 

"Jo. Martin. 
" The Honourable Henry White, Esq." 

" I forbear to give you your due additions on the outside 
of my letter, to obviate prying curiosity." 

The Congress then adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning. ~ 

Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., July 7, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant .to adjournment. Opened 

with prayers by the" Rev. Mr. Ingles. Present : 

For the City and County of New-York.— Veiev Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., President; Isaac Low, Alex- 
ander McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, 
Abraham Walton, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, 
John De Lancey, James Beekman, Samuel Verplaiick, 
Richard Yates, David Clarkson, Benjamin Kissam, Jaco- 
bus Van Zandt, and Isaac Sears. 

For the City and County of Albany. — Peter Silvester and 
Francis Nicoll. - ,,.__,.' .. „. ; ;. 

For Dutchess County. — Zephaniah Piatt, Richard Mont- 
gomerie, Gilbert Livingston, Jonathan Landon, Melanc- 
ton Smith, and Nathaniel Sackett;. ._. ... ._ . 

For Ulster Comity. — Johannes - Hardenbergh, James Clin- 
ton, and Egbert Dumond. _.. . 

For Orange County.— Michael Jackson. 

For Suffolk 'County. — Nathaniel. Woodhull, John Sloss 
Hoba'rt, Thomas Tredwell, Ezra LTIommedieii, and 
Thomas Wickham. . ..:.:.;_.""._.!.. _ 

For Westchester County. — Gouvemeur Morris, Joseph 
Drake, Lewis Graham, Philip Van Cortlandt, Robert 
Graham, and William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams: and John Vander- 
bilt. 

For Richmond County. — Paul Micheau, John Journey, 
and Richard Conner. _:__ ..:._ .. _ .. . 

For Queen's County. — Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan . Law- 
rence, Zebulon Williams, Joseph French, Joseph Robin- 
son, Nathaniel Tom, and Richard Thorne. 

For Tryon County. — John Marlett. -_-._._ 

For Cumberland County. — PauFSpooner and William 
Williams. ._.'.._ ;._ ; . ' 

The Letter from Charles Thomso%, and the Letter from 
Governour Martin to Henry White, Esquire, therein men- 
tioned, were again read, and thereupon " - 

Ordered, That Messrs. .Sears, Morris, and Low, be a 
Committee to wait on Mr. White, and receive from him. 
such intelligence as. they can obtain, and report to this Cotr- 
gress with all convenient speed. 

Mr. Pye returned from Dobbs's Ferry, and reported to 
the Congress that he had proceeded to the said Ferry, and 
waited there until last evening; that no Powder is arrived ; 
that the Sloop which was to have taken jn. the said Pow- 
der was gone to Albany, and that he has. left. the order of 
this Congress with Mr. .... ..'.., "and ordered the Pow- 
der, when it arrives, to be left at Jonathan Lawrence's. 

The Congress being informed tha_t a_quantity of Powder 
lately passed through Hackinsack in wagons, 
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OrderedjThat Mr. Pye be requested to inquire of some 
gentlemen of the Committee of Elizabethtown, now in New- 
York, \vhether they can give any information of the said 
Powder; and also, that Mr. Pye, if he find it requisite, 
go to Buffs Ferry, to receive and forward the said Powder 
to Albany, if it should be there. 

A Letter from General Wooster was read and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

" Camp near New. York, July 7, 1775. 

"' Sir: We have among the Connecticut Troops a number 
of apprentices and indented servants, who ran away from 
their masters in this City, and have enlisted themselves and 
received their pay in Connecticut. Since our arrival at this 
pjace many of them have been detained in Town by their 
masters. ~Ks the Governour of Connecticut has subjected 
me, and the Troops under my command, to the direction 
of the Continental and this Provincial Congress, I desire 
you to take the opinion of your Congress, and advise me 
what plan of conduct I shall pursue with' "regard "to such 
person's, and you will oblige, Sir, your humble servant, 

■ - "David Wooster. 

" To Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., President of the 

Provincial Congress." 

The Congress took the same into consideration, and re- 
solved to advise General Wooster that the Masters of such 
Servants or Apprentices, belonging to this Colony, as are 
enlisted in his Troops, be restored to their Masters ; pro- 
vided the Masters pay to him the disbursements, deducting 
therefrom the pay, if any be due. 

A draught of a Letter to General Wooster, signifying the 
sense of this Congress on the subject of Apprentices and 
Servants, was read and approved. 

The Committee appointed to wait on Mr, White re- 
turned, and reported that Henry White, Esquire, informed 
them that he had received the former letter from Govern- 
our Martin,, mentioned in the letter pf Governour Martin 
now before this Congress ; that he never sent, the standard 
th erein _mentioned, and did not intend to send it ; that he 
lias at present mislaid Governour Martin's first letter ; that 
he will send the letter when he can find it to. this Con- 
gress; that he is not privy to Governour Martin's ihten- 
tjbnsas to~Ihe matters suspected from his letter ; and that 
he will send in writing to this Congress an account of the 
correspondence and transactions between him and Govern- 
our Martin, and attest it upon oath if desired. 

A Sub-Comrniuee, from the Committee of the City and 
County of New-York he'mg at the door, were admitled, and 
delivered to the President a Letter (which was read) from 
the Committee of Elizabethtown, setting forth that Wil- 
liam McLeod, an Ensign in the Fifty-Second Regiment of 
Foot, now at Boston, who had resided at or mat Eliza- 
bethtown for some time past, was about embarking for Bos- 
ton iff order to join his Regiment ; that the said Committee 
of Elizabethtown had stopped his baggage, and that he 
was'DQSJn the City of New- York waiting for a passage fo 
Boston. '"'"" 

The Congress took the same into consideration, and there- 
upon '.'."'"'. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the City and County 
of New-York do take the body of William McLeod, En- 
sign in the Fifty -Second Regiment of Foot at Boston, and 
send him in safe custody to the Committee of the Town of 
Elizabethtown. And it is recommended. to the Committee 
of New- Yorfc jiot^ta use unnecessary violence, but to treat 
him with alTpossible lenity as a gentleman and soldier, 

Ordered, That Mr. Morris, Mr. Brasher, Mr = . McTfou- 
gall, and Major Williams, be a Committee to form aproper 
niethod Jov an arrangement of the Militia of this Colony, 
and proper 'Instruction for the Militia of this Colony, and 



Whereas this Congress, on the fourth day of July instant, 
published a Resolution, ordering that the Arms belonging 
to the Corporation of this City be returned to Messrs. Abra- 
ham Walton and Isaac Sears, who were appointed a Com- 
mittee to receive them; and whereas few of those Arms 
have as yet been returned, and it is essentially necessary 
for the publick service that a compliance with that order 
be no longer delayed : 

Resolved, That every person to whom such Arms were 
originally delivered, or who is now possessed ofanyof them, 
and does not on or before Friday, the fourteenth instant, 
deliver the same to the Committee aforesaid, or their order, 
at the Upper Barracks, shall be deemed and treated as an 
enemy to his Country. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, 
o'clock. 



nine 



"" . " " "" DieSaturnH.'D ho. A. 51., July ~S; 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 

with prayer by the Rev. Dr.Laidley. Present : 

For the City and County of New- York. — Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, Esquire, President; Isaac Low, Alexander 
McDougall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, Abra- 
ham Walton, Abraham Brasber,lsaac Roosevelt, John 
De Lancey, Samuel Verplanck, Richard' Yates, David 
Clarkson, Benjamin Kissam, Jacobus "Van Zandt, and 
Isaac Sears. _ J " 

For the City und County of Albany.— Peter Silvester and 
Francis Nicoll. 

For Dutchess County.— Zepbaniah Piatt, Gilbert Living- 
ston, Jonathan Landori, Melancton Smith, and Nathaniel 
Sackett." _ * * _-_--_" -7-"-" "-"'-"- 

For Ulster County. — Johannes Hardenbergh, James Clin- 
ton, and Egbert Dumoud. 

For Orange County.-— Michael Jackson. 

For Suffolk County. — Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 
Hobart, Thomas Tredwell, Ezra L'Hommedieu, and 

. Thomas Wickham, _- : \ ~ : nr ~ r 

For Westchester County. — Gouverneur Morris, Lewis 
Graham, Joseph Drake, Philip Van Cortlandt, Robert 
Graham, and William Paulding. 

For King's County. — Henry Williams, John Vanderbilt, 
and Theodoi'us_Polhemus. 

For Richmond County. — Paul jVIicheau, John Journey, 
and Richard Conner. ... „:.._'~.^ , .^ .".-- 

For Queen's County.— Zebulon Williams, Joseph French,- 
Nathaniel Tom, and Richard Thorne. _ 

For Cumberland County'.— -PauFSpooner and Wm. Wil- 
liams. - ._;_■ : : ;;_ ' : -- : : -"" --; — —-". -— 



that they report with all convenient speed 

Major Williams and Doctor Spooner, agreeable to .if ncF 
tice for that purpose given yesterday, proceeded to "inform 
the Congress of the state of Cumberland County, which 
they represent ; and after some time spent therein, 

Ordered,That Mr. Morris, Mr. Low, and Mr. Silvester, 
be a Committee to receive information of the Members of 
that County, and of any other persons, of the state of that 
County, and report thereon to this Congress, ~- : 

Fourth Series.— Vol.ii. ~ 85 



A Letter from Henry White, Esq., was read, and is in 
the worlds following, to wit : 

■■'-'_.:■■■ ■; •' Saturday /July 8, 1775." ' 

" Sir : Three gentlemen of the Provincial Congress called 
upon me with an intercepted letter from Governour Martin 
of North- Carolina, dated the 'thirteenth June, to send him 
a royal standard from hence.. They desired to know if I had 
complied with his request, and whet her L could inform them 
respecting the measures he was now pursuing. In answer 
to which I have to observe, that he some time ago wrote to 
me to send him such a stahdjjrd, which I deciinedj_o do, 
lest it might be" disagreeable to : the* people of this place; 
and I wrote him to that purport, which letter I apprehend 
miscarried, or lie must have received it before the thirteentlj. 
of.last month. With regard ".to" the steps he is now taking 
in his Government I am utterly unacquainted; he has not 
communicated to me .any particulars. Governour Mar- 
link a gentleman I am intimately acquainted with, and" 
have transacted business for him/eryer. sinc e he h as been at 
North- Carolina, which accounts for his applying to me for 
l ^ e A^ 0V ^,^P^? rd - X igiagine it will be believed that I 
did not solicit the commission, ' I am, Sir, your most hum- 
ble servant, '".-Henry White,^^ 
" To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq."" - 

A draught of a Letter to Charles Thomson, Esquire, 
in answer to his Letter read yesterday, was" read, and 
approved of, and is as follows, to wit : 

In Provincial" Congress, New/Sork/July 8TI775, 

Sir: The.Congress received yours enclosing Governour 
Martinis letter to Mr. Henry White, and" immediately 
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appointed a Committee to confer with him on the subject. 
From the answer he gives to the Committee, and a letter 
received from r him, (a copy of which is enclosed,) the 
Congress are fully satisfied that Mr. White's conduct in 
this matter has been unexceptionable, and such as becomes 
the character of a good citizen. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant. 
To Charles Thomson, Esquire. 

... Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the President, and, together with a copy of Mr. White's 
Letter of this day, be transmitted by the first opportunity. 

- It being suggested to the Congress that Priming Wires 
and Brushes are wanting for the Connecticut Troops, 

Ordered, That Mr. Curtenius be requested to assist the 
Quartermaster of the Connecticut Troops to get Priming 
Wires and Brushes for the said Troops, the said Quarter- 
master paying for the same. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esquire, 
President of this Congress, be Treasurer for this Congress 
of all Money received or to be received in this Colony for 
the general defence of America or the Continental service, 
uritjl some other Treasurer be appointed by the Continen- 
tal Congress. 

The Continental Congress having recommended it to 
the inhabitants of jhe Colonies to keep the twentieth day 
of July, instant, as a Day of Fasting and Prayer, this 
Congress does strictly enjoin all persons in this Colony 
religiously to observe the said recommendation. And we 
being taught by that holy Religion declared by the mer- 
ciful Jesus, and sealed by his blood, that we oughfto 
acknowledge., the hand of God in all publick. calamities, 
and being thoroughly convinced that the Great Disposer 
of events regardeth the hearts of his creatures, do most 
earnestly recommend it to all men to conform themselves 
to the pure dictates of Christianity, and by deep repent- 
lance and the sincere amendment of their Jives, to implore 
of our Heavenly Father that favour and protection which 
he alone, can give. _ "..... 

Resolved, That this Congress will adjourn until next 
Tuesday fortnight, and that a Committee of Safety be 
^appointed during the recess of this Congress in manner 
following, to wit: That New-Yorlc appoint three Mem- 
"bers to give two Votes, and every other County each one 
to give one Vote. And that such other Members, of the 
several Counties as shall attend, may join in the vote of 
their respective Counties, or give such vote in the absence 
of the. Member or _Members so appointed. And Peter 
■Van Brugh Livingston, Esquire, Colonel Lispenard, arid 
Colonel McDougaU, being appointed for the City and 



County of Neiv-York ; Mr. Morris for the City and 
County of Albany; Jonathan Landon for Dutchess Coun- 
ty; Egbert Dumond for Ulster County; David Pye for 
Orange County; Abraham Brasher for Suffolk County } 
Gouvcrneur Morris for Westchester County; Henry Wil- 
liams for King's County ; Richard Lawrence for Rich- 
mond County; Colonel Mc Doug all for Queen's County; 
Peter Van Brugh Livingston for Tryon County; and 
John Morin Scptt for Cumberland County : 

Resolved, That all the said Votes, or a major part 
thereof, shall constitute such Committee.. And that the 
said Committee, when met, shall be empowered to open 
al] Letters directed to the sajcT Congress, and to answer 
the same; that they be farther empowered to take such 
measures as they shall think proper to carry into execution 
all orders of the Continental Congress, and all Resolutions 
and recommendations of this Congress, and to comply 
with any requisitions made by the Generals of the Conti- 
nental Army, or any of them, as far as they shall think 
proper. That they be authorized to give directions to. 
General Wooster, or the Commander and Commanders, 
for the time being, of the Continental Troops stationed in . 
this.Colony, as from this Congress: Provided, That such 
directions do not contravene the orders of the Continental 
Congress, or of his or their superiour officers respectively. 
And lastly, that they have authority to appropriate such 
Moneys of the Continental Congress as may arrive in pay- 
ment of the debts already contracted for the publick ser- 
vice, and for the use of the said service, as they shall think 
necessary, the accounts being first audited and allowed by 
the Committee of Accounts.. ___ 

... Ordered and Agreed, That Jacobus Swartwout be, 
and js appointed by this Congress Mustermaster of the 
Troops which shall be raised !_ ip defence of American, lib- 
erty by the following Captains, to wit ; Lewis Duboys, 
Andrew Billings, Henry B. Livingston, and Rufus Her- 
rick. 

A copy of this Order was made, and signed by P. V. 
B. Livingston, President. 

Ordered and Agreed, That Colonel Phineas Fanning, 
David Melford, Esquire, of East-Hampton, and Captain 
Timothy Earle, be, and are appointed by. this Congress 
Mustermast.ers of the Troops that shall be raised in Suf- 
folk County in defence of American liberty. 

The Committee of Safety agreed to meet at the City- 
Hall of the City of New-York, on Tuesday next, at nine 

o'clock, a. m; . ;: : ~~;"._ _____ 

The Congress then adjourned until next Tuesday fort- 
night, then to nje.et again at the City~pf New- York, at 
nine of the clock, in the morning of That day. 

'i : 'vi,'»-'v« ; >j : - ■ -v.:'-:...' .-.;:'■ , -■■■ ' , : ' : j: .■-Wih 1 /" -.'^ i: SP£_^:'i_^M_\;.' 



^4|MCTOSETTS COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
- ",'- ~V\ ..: "."".."~""""" i .'"" „' . May 31, 1775. 

; "The Cornmjuee met by adjournment at Watertown, 
being the day appointed by Charter for the election of 
Counsellors, when the Congress convened, and had a suit- 
able discouise delnercd them by Mr, President Langdon, 
at the Meetmg-IIousc, where the Committee attended in ' 
the afternoon. Afteiwards they met, and adjourned to 
meet at Cambi idge, Tuesday morning, eight p'clock. 

June 1, 1775. 

On a motion made b) Mi . Samuel Whittcmore, of Glou- 
cester, that the Forces now raided in said Town and Man- 
chester should remain there for the present, for the security 
of the Seaports: 

Vo ted , That there be returns immediately required of 
the number of men now in Camp; and if it shall "then 
appear that the safety of the whole will permit' it, the 
request will be granted. 

"~ JuneS, 1775. 

A Gun taken from Samuel Flagg, of Grafton, for the 
use of the Colony, was appraised by a Committee appoint- 
ed for that purpose, at forty Shillings, lawful money, which 
Gun was delivered to Captain Luke Drury, for the use of 
his; Company, and a receipt taken for the same, in the 
rough minutes. 



Colonel John Nixon having satisfied this Committee 
that lii§ Regiment is m good forwardness, he had a certifi- 
cate thereof, and a recommendation to the Provincial Con- 
gress that such Regiment be commissioned accordingly. 

-, ■"■■•■:•- . - Iu Committee of "Safety, CambnHge, June 2, 1775. 

This Committee have taken into their most serious con- 
sideration the state of the New-England Army proposed, 
to be raised for. the defence and. security of the lives, 
liberties, and properties of the Americans, and find that 
the several Coloniej. have not, collectively, raised more 
than 24,500 metii* whereas 30,000 were supposed neces- 
sary.; And said Committee also find a_co.nsiderable number 
of Officers of Minute-men now at TIead-Quarters, who, 
with their men, cannot find room for employment in the 
A firry upon the present establishment of this Colony. And 
as OUr etiernies ha_ve determined to distress us upon our 
sear-coast, by taking our Vessels with Provisions, Salt, Mo- 
lasses, &c, a? well as by plundering our islands and coasts 
of Live Stock, which will require a greater number of men 
to guard said coasts than was at first estimated; and as 
said Army, or any part thereof, may be disbanded at any 
future time, when the publick safety will admit thereof; 
and as the publick military spirit now runs high, it is 
therefore .... ________ 

Resolved, That the consider_atl.on_of xhese premises be 
recommended to the Honourable Congress, and that Col, 
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Palmer be directed to attend said Congress with this Re- 
solve, in order to know whether they will make any addi- 
tion to their present establishment. 

- -. Benjamin White, Chairman. 

..'•■-.-■ • r ~ . . / June 3, 1775. 

Voted, That Mr. Devens be a Committee to join Col. 
Putnam, from the Council of War, as a Committee to wait 
upon the Committee of Supplies for a conference, and to 
desire their attendance at Head-Quarters. 

Voted, That Colonel Gridley be required to make im- 
mediate return of the Regiment of Artillery . 

The honourable the Provincial Congress having, by 
their Committee, inquired of this Committee what progress 
had been madejn r aisin g a Regiment for the Train, 

Resolved, That the honourable Congress be informed 
that this Committee liave given out Enlisting Orders to 
raise nine* Companies ; that they will immediately procure 
a return and forw ard it to the Congress. 

June 5, 1775. 
A number of Officers belonging to Colonel John Nix- 
on's Regiment were recommended to the Congress to be' 
cpirTrnissi^Md, and a list of said Officers ordered to be put 
on file. 

■-'"'■•- ■--■,—>. June 7, 1775. 

Colonej Glover having satisfied this Committee that he 
has. about four hundred and sixty men in his Regiment, a 
Certificate was given him to that purport, and it was 
recommended to the honourable Congress that said Regi- 
ment may be commissioned accordingly. 

"~- - - L ------ -■— ---~ - - J un e 9, 1775. 

A number of Officers belonging to Colonel WhitcomVs 
Regiment were recommended to the Congress to be com- 
missioned., as per copy of the list on file. 

Two Small-Arms, taken from General Brattle's house, 
were appraised by Captain White and Mr. Devens, a Com- 
mittee appointed for that purpose, at one_ Pound six Shil- 
lings and eight Pence ; which Guns were delivered to 
Captain Joseph Stebhins, for the use of his Company, and 
a receipt taken for the same in the rough minute-book. 

Resolved, That the Armourers repair no Fire-Arms for 
any Soldier wltFout a certificate from his Commanding 
Officer; and that they keep an exact account what Arms 
they repair, and the soldiers' names to whom they belong, 
and what Regiments they belong to; and also, that the 
Arms thai first corn e^be first repaired. And that this Vote 
be transmitted to the several Armourers iii the Colony 
service." 

Captain Hall, of Mistick, having informed that a parcel 
of Spars were brought on this side Mistick Bridge, 

Voted, That Mr. Hall be desired, to remove them to 
such a place of security as he shall judge proper, till the 
further order of this.Committee. 

V&ted, That Captain Ebenezer Win-ship have the re-- 
commendatioji of t this Committee to the Honourable Con- 
gress for bis being commissioned with his Subalterns in 
Colonel Nixon's Regiment.. 



";•■'" In Comn.iittee. of Sa_fety, Cambridge, June, 9, 1775. 

(teotlemen: .Colonel Paul Dudley Sergeant, late of 
New-Hampshire, having applied to this Committee for 
directions respecting four Companies .enlisted under him 
in the - service; of this Colony, 'we Beg leave to state the 
facts to your Honours. ,.. .., - ; . 

From .the. .exigences of the times, on the 25th of April 
last past Colonel Sergeant received encouragement from 
tins Committee to command a Regiment, and received 
Mating orders for the raising the same, on the follovying 
conditions, viz: Should he fill said Regiment, and the Prov- 
ince of New-Hampshire aforesaid would not take him, 
with his Regiment, into their service, in that case he 
ghould be^stablishedTn the service of the Colony of the 
Massachusetts. .. ,r__. 

It appears to this Committee, by the account Colonel 
Sergeantjhas given them , that he has only four Companies 
at Head-Quarters, and that some more are enlisted and 
in Hampshire; he therefore .desires he may be directed 
whether to JioTd^r discharge said men. This Committee 



apprehend, should said four Companies be discharged from 
the service oriHs Colony, they would immediately enter 
the service of New- Hampshire, and as we conceive the 
Army of thirteen thousand six hundred men will be com- 
plete without said four Companies, are of opinion it would 
be prudent said Companies be dismissed from the service 
of this Colony. The whole of this matter we submit to. 
your Honours ; you will act thereon as to you in your wis- 
dom shall seem meet. 

We are, with great respect, your most humble servants, 
Benjamin White, Chairman. 
The Honourable the Provincial Congress at Watertown. 

- - June 10, 1775. 

Whereas, a return has been made by Col. John Glover 
of the state of his Regiment, now at Marblehead, and it 
appears to this Committee to be for the safety of this Co- 
lony said Regiment should continue at present at Marble- 
head; therefore, 

Resolved, That Colonel John Glover be, and he here- 
by is, directed to continue said Regiment under his com- 
mand at Marblehead. until further orders, and that he hold 
them in readiness to "march at "a "minute's warning t o any 
post where he.may be directed, and that he fill saidHegi- 
ment as. soon as possible. _ . .- ._ 

Whereas, sundry pieces of mowing land, belonging lo - 
persons who have left this Town, have upon them con- 
siderable quantities of grass, which, if not cut soon, must 
diminish much, in quantity; and as Hay will be wanted for 
the use of this Colony; therefore, 

Res.olv.ed, That it be recommended to the^ honourable 
Provincial Congress, that they appoint a Committee of 
Congress to. view said pieces of.land, and act thereon as to 
them in their wisdom shall seem meet. ^, , 

Voted, That Colonel Learned be empowered to appoint 
one Armourer and an assistant for. the^ Army jit Roxbury, 
provided he can obtain tools and ac commoda tion for them, 

A list of the gentlemen who have been commissioned, 
or that have received any encouragement for commission, 
was sent to Congress, a copy of which is on file. 

The following Return was sent Tn to th~e Provincial 
Congress '._ ''.-■. 

In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, June 10, 1775 

In obedience to a Resolve of the hono urab le Tro vincial 
Congress " to certify to their Congress the names of such 
gentlerrrenlas are candidates for the command of a Regi- 
ment, with the number of privates, Sic, that have been 
enlisted under iheni, and any other claims or pretensions 
that any gentleman may have to a commission,'' this Com- 
mittee would .now certify, that, besides twenty gentlemen 
to whom they have given certificates, (viz: Colonel Asa 
Whitcomb, General Ward, Lieutenant-Colonel Doolittle, 
Colonel Glover, Colonel Frye, Colonel Learned, Colonel 
Read, Colonel Nixon, Colonel Fellows ofG cnera l Pqme- 
ro'y's Regiment, General Thomas, ^Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bayley, Colonel Bridge, Colonel UoWraTColonel Walker, 
Colonel Prescoit, Colonel Scammqn, Cononel Donaldson, 
Colonel. Patterson, Colonel Gardner, Co\one\ Mansfield, 
Colonel Cferrish,) General Hea .$_.<_ early took out ten sets 
of orders, and raised TTuIl Regimerlt^vhich has done duty 
for several weeks, aslie has irilormed this Commit tee, but 
has made no return irt writing, nor applied for a certificate. 
Colonel Dmid Brewer, who received ten sets of orders, 
has made us~ no return, though we hear he has enlisted a 
number of men as* Rangers." Colonel Robinson has ap- 
plied to this Committee for a recommendation, in conse- 
quence of a petition signed by ten Captains, a copy of 
which accompanies this Report. The Committee pro- 
mised Colonel {.Robinson that they would recommend him, 
if there should be a vacancy. Colonel Woodbridge in- 
forms this Committee, and it appears by the return he has 
made, that three hundred and sixty men stand ready to go 
und.er him. We would, observe .that Col onel Wood bridge 
has been, in Camp with his Minute-Men doing duty ever 
since the battle, but did not apply to this Committee for 
enlisting orders until the Committee _h ad issued o rders 
sufficient to complete the Army, and therefore the Com- 
mittee did not give him orders, but promised they" would 
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r ecommend him if there should be a vacancy. Colonel 
Portsr_was, in conjunction with Colonel Patterson, and by 
agreement with Colonel Patterson, to have the chief com- 
mand in that R egiment, and officiated some time in that 
capacity, waiting for the men raised by Colonel Porter's 
orders to arrive ; but they not arriving so soon as expected, 
and another officer with several companies arriving, and 
o fieri ng to join and fill Colonel Pattersons Regiment, 
Colonel, Porter said he was willing to resign rather than 
tliapublick service sliould be hindered. Since this, we are 
inlormeaL by Co^omT Porter that the men raised by his 
ord ers are upo n their march to Cambridge. Col. Joseph 
Henshaw.expected to have the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel in General Ward's Regiment, and the dispute be- 
tween him and Colonel Ward having been already laid 
before Congress and acted upon, we would only represent 
that he has signified to this Committee that a number of 
coffipaniwrncline to go under him, as will appear by his 
return, which accompanies this Report. 

About five or six weeks past Mr. Greenleaf applied to 
the Committee^ of Safety, desiring that the men raised in 
and. &ho\\t_ Newbury might not be annexed to Colonel Ger- 
ri&ELs Regiment, or any other where it would be disagree- 
a.ble„tp_ thern,__ He afterw ards applied to this Committee 
respecting said men, and desired that the eight companies 
enlisted upon orders issued by this Committee, through 
Colonel Gerri sh's hands, who have since petitioned in ' 
favour ~oT Colone l Little's taking the command of them, 
might HaeTput under him as Colonel of a Regiment. We 
Ilien Tound we ha d given orders for. as many Regiments 
as would complete the Establishment made by this Colony, 
an d therefore did not give said Colonel Little any orders to 
raise_a.Regiment, but promised that if any vacancy should 
happen, lie should have the preference. We fina saicf com- 
panies were earTy in the .field, and have done duty ever 
since, ami are very well equipped. 

Early after the 19th of April thh Committee sent ten 
sets of beating orders to the Honourable General Preble, 
desiring him to give out said orders to such persons as he 
thougbf suitable for commissions, in order to form a Regi- 
ment; and Colonel Marcli was also supplied with ten sets 
of orders., lor the purpose of raising a Regiment to be com- 
mandegL.by him. Soon after it was represented to us by 
the Committee of Correspondence for Falmouth, that It 
would be inconvenient to that County, in their exposed 
situajipn, to raise" men for the Army, and the same was 
agreed to by Colonels Finney and March in the Commit- 
tee ; on which we wrote to General Pre We, Informing him 
of tbe s.amej but heard nothing further until about six days 
past, we received a return from Colonel Finney of_about 
five hun^ejJjrien, enlisted in a Regiment to go under his 
command, and Colonel March certified that he had agreed 
to come i n as his second ; the copy of which letter to Gen- 
eral Preble accompanies this. Colonel Sergeant's case 
having been represented to Congress, the copy of said re- 
presentation accompanies this Report, 

The Committee^beg leave to represent that the reason 
why more enlisting orders were delivered out than were 
sufficient. to enlist the number of men established by Con- 
gress, was an apprehension that the Province was in the 
utmost danger for want of men, the Committee not being 
able .to prevarTon "the Militia and Minute-Men to tarry in 
Camp; and but very few men being at that time enlisted, 
we wercTobliged to issue further orders. 

--- ■■■-■-—-- Benjamin White, Chairman. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress at Wateriown. 

June 12, 1775. 
The Committee not apprehending that it was necessary 
to. detain Eliphalet Hill, of Newbury, any longer as a 
Rider in the Colony service, he was dismissed .therefrom 
on the yesterday. 

Shubael and Joseph Sever, of Fratnmgham, entered into 
the Colony service as Armourers, the 10th instant. 

Captain Lawrence, in Colonel Prescott's Regiment, offer- 
ing to act as an Armourer without any pay for his labour, 
and to return home for some tools which are necessary to 
effect the repairs of the Muskets, it was consented to by the 
Committee, ancT the said Lawrence was desired to procure 
his tools as soon as may be. 



Juno 13, "1775. 

Jonathan Stickney, in Colonel Woodbridge's Regiment, 
received a Small- Arm of one Guillam, a scholar, for which 
he gave a receipt in the rough minute book, to deliver tho 
same again to this Committee when so required. 

Whereas, it is daily expected that General Gage will 
attack our Army now in the vicinity of Boston, in order to 
penetrate into the country, it is of the utmost importance 
that said Army be in every respect prepared for action as 
soon tis possible ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the General be desired to order each 
Colonel in the Army to make immediate return to him of 
the state and equipment of their respective Regiments, set- 
ting forth what number of men are destitute of arms, and 
what arms are fit for immediate service ; and that this vote 
be laid before the Committee as soon as may be. 

Mr. Devens appointed a Committee to inquire of the 
Committee of Supplies relative to the quantity of Powder 
in their possession, and where the same is. 

On motion made, 

Resolved, That the debates and determinations of this 
Committee be kept a profound secret by its members and 
their attendants, until further order of this Committee. 

Whereas Daniel Adams, of Boston, a lunatick now in 
Camp at Cambridge, occasions great disorder in said Camp ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the Selectmen of the Town of Wo- 
burn be, and they hereby are directedjind empowered to 
take intotheir custody and care the.aboye-mentioned Daniel 
Adams, and make such provision, fojvhim, at the expense 
of this Colony, as his circumstances, being peculiar, may 
require, and also for the guards while there. 

Whereas, frequent complaints have .been made to this 
Committee . ofthe waste find destruction of the property of 
some persons who have left their habitations In sundry 
Towns in this Colony, and taken refuge in the Town. of 
Boston; therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the honourable 
Congress now. sitting at Wateriown, that they take the 
above into their consideration, and act thereon as to them 
in their wisdom shall seem meet. 

The Committee earnestly recommend to the honour- 
able Congress, that the representations from the Quarter- 
master-General be taken _ into im mediat e c onside ration, 
especially as the Committee, from their own knowledge, 
find the. rooms too; much crowded, and the health and lives 
of the Soldiers thereby greatly exposed"; and if tents^ can- 
not be immediately furnished, that some barracks be forth- 
with erected. . .._'.. 

June 14, 1775. 

Whereas this Committee, are informed that Dr. How, 
of Andover, \s prepared to receive, and well skilled in such 
disorders as Daniel Adams, of Boston, sent on the I3th . 
instant to the Town of Woburn, is affected with ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Selectmen of the Town of Wo- 
burn be, and they hereby are releasecf from the keeping 
Said Daniel Adams in the Town of .Woburn, .and they are 
required to provide a horse and carriage, with provisions," 
to forward the said Adams to Andoyer, the expense of 
which will be paid by this Colony. 

Resolved, Tha_t Daniel Adams, a lunatick now at Wo- 
burn. he carried to the Town of Andover, and committed 
to the care of Dr. How; and the . said. Dr.,; Iloiv is hereby 
desired tp take proper care of the saiaTlunaticTc, at the ex- 
pense of this Colony. 

The following Vote passed this Committee the 4.th of 
May last, viz : 

Moved and Voted, That the vote passed the 2d of 
May, respecting the raising of two Companies in B raintree, 
be reconsidered, and that the copy of said vote, together 
with the two enlisting papers, be ordered to be returned 
into the hands of said Committee oj" Safety. 

And whereas a petition from, the Town of BrainXrec, 
Weymouth, and Ilingham, hath this day heen presented. to 
this Committee, "setting forth, the exposecTsituatlon of those 
Towns, anfLpraying for such relief and protection as may 
be thought_nfoper; therefore, - - --_ ;• 

Voted, That the" Town orBraini ^ebeJi eEeUyempow- 
ered to raise one Company, the Town oiHiltgham another 
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Company, and the Town of Weymouth half a Company, for 
the immediate defence of the sea-coast of said Town ; the 
said,twq_Companies and a half to be joined to such Regi- 
ment in. future as they may be ordered to, should there be 
occasion, "or discharged from service on the last day of 
December next, or sooner, if the publick safety will admit 
of it ; and that the Selectmen of said Towns be respectively 
furnishe d with aicopy of this vote and one set of beating 
orders ,_._ 

A number of men belonging to the company of Captain 
Drury, having petitioned that they might be permitted to 
joTPV 'some "the Regiment commanded by Colonel Gardner, 
and. others, the Regiment commanded by Colonel Nixon'," 
arid the Committee having considered their several re- 
quests, 

Voted, As the opinion of this Committee, that said 
company be joined to. such Regiment as it shall appear the 
major part of said company are in. favour of when called 
upon for that purpose. 

Resolved, That Captain Wliite and Mr. Devens be a 
Committee to proceed to the house of Thomas Ireland, of 
Charlestown, and find out whether a certain infamous wo- 
rn air, who calls herself . . . Jackson, be there, and if she 
can be found, order her to Head-Quarters, they be.ing~.sent 
furnish ed w ith an order from the General for a file of men 
for that purpose. 

General Heath having satisfied this Committee, that his 
Regiment is near full, a certificate was given him thereof, 
and it was recommended to the honourable Congress that 
his Regiment be commissioned accordingly. 

Mr. Nathaniel Mullikin having represented to this 
Committee, that_on the _19th_.of.4pn7 last his .house was 
plundered and burnecTby the Soldiery; at which time he 
lost_a pair of silver shoe-buckles, which, he says, he is well 
informed is in the possession of a Sergeant of the Fifty- 
Second Regiment, now in Concord jail : It is the desire 
of this Committee that the. Committee of Correspondence 
for said Town (with whom they, think it properly belongs) 
would make inquiry into this matter^'land if they find it 
to he as T. as 3pen represented, that they would use their 
endeavours that the .said Mullikin may have justice done 
him, by the delivery of said buckles.. 

Two Guns taken from John Boreland, Esquire's house 
for the Colony service, were_ appraised by Messrs, De- 
vens, Watson, and Orne, at twenty-seven. Shillings and 
thirty-three Shillings, which Guns were delivered William 
Hudson Ballard, for the use of his Company, and a receipt 
taken for the same in the rough minute book. 

Upon reading a Letter from General. Thomas, in favour 
of Captain Israel Henrick, 

Resolved, That this Committee do not think the matter 
contained in.sajd Letter comes within the commission of this 
Committee, therefore refer it to the honourable Congress. 

June_15. 1775, 
The following Resolve respecting the allowance for. Pro- 
visions for the Soldiej'S in the. Massachusetts. Army, passed 
at the Congress, June 10,1775: 

Resolved, That each Soldier in the Massachusetts Army 
shall hMeih^.fpJlp.winCT allowance per day, viz: 

One pound of Bread ; half a pound of Beef, and half a 
pound of Pork, and if Pork cannot be had, one pound and 
a quarter of Beef, and one day irr seven they shall liave one 
pound and one quarter of salt Fish, instead of "one" day's 
allowance of Meat ; one pint of Milk, or if Milk Cannot be 
had, one gill of Rice; one quart of good spruce or malt 
Beer ; one gill of Beans or Peas, or t>ther sauce equiva- 
lent; six ounces of ~good Butter per week; one pound of 
good common Soap for six men per week ; half a pint of 
vinegar per week per man, if it, can be had,. 

Whereas, the Committee lately applied to the honourable 
the Congress of this Colony for an augmentation of the 
Army now in the vicinity of Boston, and as some circum- 
stances have sinpe. taken place which strengthened the 
arguments then. used in favour of the gaid augmentation; 
particularly that many of the then expected re-enforcements 
for General Gage's Army are arrived ; that General Gage 
has issue d a v ery extraordinary Proclamation, in which the 
inhabitants "of" Massachusetts- Bay are jn thg rftgst explicit 



manner declared Rebels; and various accounts have been 
brought to this Committee of the movements of Mr... 
Gage's Army, and that he intends soon to make another 
attempt to penetrate into the country. From the consid- 
eration of all which premises, together with that of our 
Army, 

Resolved, That the good and welfare of the Colony 
requires that there be an immediate augmentation of said 
Army ; that such soldiers in the Army as are destitute of 
arms, be immediately supplied therewith ; that such Regi- 
ments of Militia as are in any degree destitute of officers, 
be immediately filled up in such manner as the honourable 
Congress may direct ; and that all the Militia in the Coiony 
be ordered to hold themselves in readiness to march on 
the shortest notice, completely equipped, having thirty 
rounds of cartridges per man; all which is earnestly re- 
commended to the immediate consideration of the honour- 
able Congress now sitting at Watertown ; to which the Com- 
mittee would beg leave to add a general recommendation 
to the people to go to meeting armed on Lord's day, in 
order to prevent being thrown into confusion. 

Whereas, it appears of importance to the safety of this 
Colony, that possession of the hill called Bunker's Hill, 
in Charlestown, be securely kept and defended, and also 
some one hill or hills on Dorchester Neck be likewise 
secured; therefore _~_ 

Resolved unanimously, That it be recommended to the 
Council of War, that the above mentioned Bunker's Hill 
be maintained by sufficient force being posted there; and 
as the particular situation'of Dorchester Neck is unknown 
to this Committee, they desire that the Council of War 
take and pursue such steps respecting the same as to them 
shall appear to be for the security of this Colony. 

Ordered, That Colonel Benjamin White and Colonel 
Joseph Palmer be a Committee to join wilh a Committee 
from the Council of W_ar to proceed to Roxbury Camp, 
there to consult with the General Officers on matters of 
importance, and to communicate to them a Resolve this 
day passed in. this Committee respecting Bunker's Hill in 
Charlestown > and Dorchester Neck. 

-~ - *---- June 16, 1775. 

The Committee took into consideration the Resolves of 
Congress relative to Barracks ; whereupon, 
_ Voted, That Mr. Watson, Mr. Cushing, and Doctor 
Holten, be a Committee _to make Inquiry whether any 
Houses or Tents are to be obtained for the Troops that 
want cover. 

The Commissary-General was directed to furnish Messrs. 
Joseph and Thomas Austin, armourers in the Colony ser- 
vice, with Provisions as wanted. 

Colonel Gridley's Captains and Subalterns for the 
Train were this day recommended to_Cpngress to be com- 
missioned, 

Mr. Burbeck was recommended as Lieutenant-Colonel 
in Colonel Gridley's Train of Artillery ; Mr. Scarborough 
Gridley as First Major, and Mr. David Mason as Second 
Major in saijd Regiment of Artillery. 

.-. - ~ ' -. ■'-...,---,,-. r._J™e 17, 1775. 
Colonel David Brewer and Jonathan Brewer having 
made returns of the Field-Officers and jhe officers of nine 
Companies of their respective Regiments, it was recom- 
mended to the Provincial Congress, that they might be 
commissioned accordingly.. 

The following Order was issued to .the Towns in the 
vicinity_of.jB.os. on_: . _ - 

" To the Selectmen of the Town of ... . 

" Gentlemen : You are ordered instantly to send all the 
town-stock of powder you have to the Town of Watertown, 
saving enough to furnish one pound to each soldier." ~ 

The following was voted to be sent, to Mr, John Badger, 
viz.: ' ■"■_.-'.. '.„.".'.". . 

"Sir : As the safety of the Colony Army demands that 
any persoji or persons suspected of haying the small-pox 
be immediately placed in such place as may prevent its 
spreading in said Army) an ^ your house is thought proper 
for that purpose, you are directed immediately to quit said 
house, that theperson suspected maybe placeU therein." 
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. The following Vote was laid before the Committee of 
Supplies, viz : 

" As in consequence of our late movements a constant 
fire is kept on the Colony Troops, we think it necessary 
that there should be quick intelligence brought to Head- 
Quarters from the scene of action.: we therefore desire that 
tins Committee may be immediately furnished with four of 
the riding horses for the service aforesaid." 

The" following was voted to be sent Mr. John Badger, 
Jyn., viz : 

"~" Sir : As the safety of the Colony Army demands that 
any^person or persons suspected of having the small-pox 
immediately requires their being placed in such place as 
may prevent its spreading in said Army, and your house is 
thought proper for that purpose, you are directed imme- 
diately loquit said house, that the person now suspected 
rnay"be"pTaced therein." 



June IS, 1775. 

A Leuer was fcrwarded tojhe Commanding Officers of 
the Militia in the neighbouring Towns for the march of their 
respective Regiments, as per copy on file, which. is as fol- 
lows : 

'"Cambridge, June 18, 1775. 

" To' the Commanding Officer of the Militia of the Town 

of- ■ ... 

" Sir : As the Troops under General Gage are moving 
from Boston into the country, you are, on the receipt of 
this, immediately to muster the men under your command, 
see them properly equipped, and march themjbrthwjth to 
Cambridge. By order of the Committee of Safety : 

" Benjamin White, Chairman." 

■ A Letter, countermanding the above orders, was for- 
warded to the several Colonels in the neighbouring Towns, 
as per copy on file, which is as follows : 

" It is thought by this Committee that those companies 
of the Militia which have not been called into the camp 
at Cambridge, by written orders, should remain at their 
respective Towns, and that those companies of them which 
have been so called, and.are on their march, should return, 
and lioTcTtliernselve's "in complete readiness to give us assist- 
ance when called upon." __.--. 

TbeJSele.ctrneft pf the Town, of Waltham were ordered 
forthwith to send all the town-stock of Powder to the Town 
of Watertovon, save enough for one pound for each soldier. 

- : -.>-.:'-■- >- '■'. . — ... June 19J 1775. 

Resolved, That the house of .the Reverend bh: Sam- 
uel Cook, of Monotomy,be improved as a Hospital for the 
Colony Army; and that Mr. William Eustis be and.here- 
by is appointed to the care of the sick and wounded.in said 
Hospitartill thejurtber order of this Committee. 

Ordered, That Doctor Isaac Foster be and he. hereby 
is directed to ."take up and improve as Hospitals so many 
houses.in Monotqmy as he may find necessary for the safety 
of the* "sick' and* wounded of the Colony Army; and that 
he„em ploy such person or persons as may be necessary, to 
carry such provisions and other necessaries as njay be wanted 
for the use of the aforesaid sick and wounded ; and further, 
that he take.such precaution respecting the Small-Pox Hos- 
pital as_ may be necessary for the prevention of the spread- 
ing of that epidemical disorder in the Camp or elsewhere. 

A Letter was received from Mr, William Eustis, which 
is as follows: ,'."-.'" . -" .. ^, . .. -'.„ 

" Gentlemen : As the general hospital is in. Mr. Coolc's 
house, it undoubtedly falls to Doctor Foster to. take the 
care of it. 1 think it my duty to return this appointment 



recommend the following persons to the office affixed to 
their names, viz: Mr. John Ruddock, Mr. John Austin, 
Mr. John Knecland, Mr. Thomas Uran, Conductors ; Mr. 
Nathaniel Barber, Jun., Mr. Isaac Peirce, Clerks ; Joseph 
Airs, Overseer of the Artificers. 

It being very desirous to obtain the most certain accounts 
of the names and places of abode of the persons who have 
been killed or wounded in the Battle of Lexington, so call- 
ed, on the 19th of April past, and at any time since ; and also 
of all such as may be killed or wounded at any future time 
during the present unnatural contest between Great Bri- 
tain and the American Colonies, in order to transmit to 
future generations the names of such who have gloriously 
suffered in the cause of liberty and their Country ; to effect 
which, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the honourable 
Congress to order that tlie Selectmen of the several Town3 
and Districts in this Colony transmit, from time to time, to 
this or some future Congress, or House of Representatives, 
the names and addition of all such persons who have been 
or may be killed or wgunded as above, within their respec- 
tive Towns and Districts ; and that they severally cause 
the same to be fairly entered upon the Town and District 
books. 

• June 20, 1775. 

The following was sent the Provincial Congress, viz: 
." The Committee being informed that Capt. John Wiley, 
who was recommended as a proper person for the com- 
mand of a company in the Train, has not skill for such a 
trust, and that the company will leave the Army unless 
some; other person is appointed to said command; your 
Honours will please take this matter into, consideration, 
and act thereon as you in your wisdom shall judge neces- 
sary." 

Resolved, That no more of the Militia of this Colony 
march "than are called for by express orders from this Com- 
mittee on any alarm that may take place. 

Ordered, That Mr. Abner Graves, who came down as 
a Minute-man. on the 20th of April 'to defend his Country, 
be discharged, and he accordingly is discharged. 

Voted, That a Certificate be given Samuel Pool, of 
Bosion, to pass the Guards to. the Town o[ Littleton. 

■ The following Receipt was taken from Benjamin Lin- 
coln, Esq., viz: " "■- _ 7 ^ "-^^" v- ^ 

"Received of the honourable the C ommittee o f Safety 
- thirty-seven Blankets, which they received into their hands 
and gave their receipt for them to Mr. William Vance. 

" Received by me, Benjamin Lincoln." 

_ . . - _-,-.-— :'-Juae 2.1, 1775. 

The following Resolve was transmitted to. the Select- 
men of Newbury, viz: ".•■"- - - 

"Resolved, That Joseph Adams, driver of the stage from 
Newbury, be and he hereby is directed to transport back 
to Newbury, Elizabeth Royal and her child, who, as she 
says, is wife to William Royal, First Sergeant in the Sixty- 
Third Regiment of Foot, now in Boston, and deliver her 
to the care of the Selectmen of said Newbury, who are 
hereby'directed to provide, for her an_cT Tier ; child at the ex- 
pense of this Colony." 

Voted, That the Quartermaster- Gene ral be directed to 
order nine Horses, in the Colony service, to be stabled at 
Mr. Hastings's ; barn this night. -__:._ ._.-_ 

Mr. ..Thomas Williams., on the Col ony service to Mar- 
blehead, had an order on the Tavernefs and Jnnholders for 
the necessary supply of Provisions, for. pan and. horse. 

Colonel Woodbridge having satisfied this Committee 



immediately. I will assist to the utmost, of my ability in that eight Companies" belonging to hjs_Regiment were in 



dressing the wounded. I see their distress, feel for them, 
and will relieve them in every way in my power. 

" I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your'very humble 
servant, W. Eustis. 

"To" the Committee of Safety." 1 !..'..' .-" ; 

Pursuant to a Resolve of the Provincial Congress sent 



to this jfJ^onimittee respecting the nomination of four Con- 

ductbrsT two' Clerks, and one Overseer for a "company of Colonel Gardner's Regiment, was recommended 

ArtificerilntHe "regiment of Artillery ; they beg leave to honourable Congress for a confmlssiotr. ; ^ : " 



good forwardness, it was recommended to the honourable 
Congress that they be commissioned accordingly. 

Ordered, That Mr. James Monroe, an armourer in the 
Province service, take into his keeping a parcel ofold iron, 
saved out of the Cutter burned, at WinnjsimU. Ferry] he 
to be accountable to the Committee for the. same. 

Stephen Frost, Ensign in Captain Lock's Company of 
---- — ■ ' ' to the 
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Two half barrejs of Powder were received from Bille- 
rica, for which Colonel Palmer gave a receipt; said Pow- 
der was .delivered Major Barber of the Train. 

■. r Whereas, a great number of Horses have been from time 
to time put into the stables and yard at Mr. Hastings's, at 
Head-Quarters, not belonging to the Colony, to the Com- 
mittee of Safety, or the General Officers, their Aids-de- 
Camp, or Post-Riders, to the great expense of the pub- 
lick and inconvenience of the Committee, Generals, Sic. ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That no Horses be hereafter admitted into 
said stables or yard, or be taken from thence, but only by 
order of said Committee or General Officers. 

As it is thought of great importance that intelligence of 
the state and situation of the Army, or any part thereof, 
should, at all times, be known to the General Officers, and 
that such orders as may be sent by the Generals may be 
communicated with all speed ; therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the honourable 
Cpngress, that they make such establishment for Aids-de- 
Camp to the Generals, as to them in their wisdom shall 
seem meet. 

.,;..-. ; June 22, 1775. 

Samuel Patch, in Colonel William Prescott's Regiment, 
was recommended to the honourable Congress to be com- 
missioned as a Captain ; and Zachary Walker and Joshua 
Brown as Lieutenants in said Regiment. 

Resolved, That it be and it hereby is recommended to 
the Town of Medjord, that they immediately supply Major 
Hale with as many Spades and Shovels "as they can spare, 
as it is of importance for the safety of this Colony that the 
works begun on Winter Hill be finished ; and will be re- 
tarded unless soon supplied with tools of that kind. 

A number of Colonel Donaldson's Officers were recom- 
mended to the honourable Congress to be commissioned, 
as per copy on file. 

June 23, 1775. 

Agreeable to a Resolve of the Provincial Congress, 
orders were issued to the Colonels of the several Regi- 
ments that they forthwith make return of the officers in 
their respective Regiments, that those who are not commis- 
sionedjmay immediately receive their commissions, and that 
the vacancies, if any such there are, may be filled up. 

A Letter from General Thomas, recommending a Super- 
visor for the Armourers at Roxbury, is referred over to Con- 
gress. ."I."" - "."" 

The following was voted to be sent to the Provincial 
Congress, viz : 

" This Committee beg leave to represent to the honour- 
able the Prov in c ial Congress, that they apprehend it abso- 
lutely necessary for the safety of the Colony that two 
persgnis^sf ability and prudence be appointed to superin- 
tend th e r egular supply of our two camps; one of them 
to be placedln the camp near this placed and the other at 
Roxbury; whose duty it shall severally be "coTOtSntfy 1 to 
attend ja|d camps, and examine into, the supplies of each 
Regiment, to see Jhat such supplies are properly delivered 
out m time, quantity and quality, and timeously to advise 
the Commissary-General when, and what articles of sup- 
.P'" ,e ^ j^? .wanted at _the respective camps; all which is 
hereby submitted." 

Colonel Palmer and Colonel Orne appointed a Com- 
mittee to join a Committee from the Council of War, to 
view the encampment on Prospect Hill, and the works 
carrying on there. 

This day was lodged with this Committee, by Captain 
Cyprian How, thirty Fire- Arms, sent by Captain Josiah 
Stone, of Framingham, for which a receipt was given by 
the Secretary of this Committee. 

Voted, That Mr. Joseph Jones, of Lancaster, be sup- 
plied with Provisions till the further orders of the Com- 
mittee, he being well skilled in the Train. 

The fo llowi ng Fire- Arms were received from the Town 
of AtileTorough, viz: 

One Gun from Henry Richardson, ; appraised at 17. 16s. ; 
one of Jacob Perry, at 17. 13s.; one of George Stanley, 
at 27. ; one of Amos Stanley, at i7. 10s. ; one of Samuel 
Freeman, Jun., at 27. ; one of Benjamin Aljen, at 17. 16s. ; 



one of ditto, at 17. 4s. ; one of David Richardson, at 
27. 2s.; one of Ebenezer Lane, at 17. 7s. ; one of Elisha 
Gay, at 27. 14s. ; one of Daniel Dagget, 27. 2s. Total, 
207.4s. 

The following Fire-Arms were received fr om the Town 
of Rehoboth, viz : - - ■ 

One Gun from James Daggett, appraised atT27. 8s. ; one 
of Benjamin Ridge, at 27. 14s. ; one of Elisha Carpenter, 
at 17. 4s.; one of Nathan Rounds, at 27. 8s.; one of Richard 
Whitteker, at 17. 19s.; one of James Dogget, at 27. 2s .; one 
of Benjamin Ridge, at 17. 13s. ; one of Jo hn Wheeler , at 
17. 13s. ; one of William Cole, at 1?. 13s. ; one of Stephen 
Bullock, at 27. 8s. Total, 207^ 2s. ___ _ - ■ 

J une 24 , 1775. 
Ordered, That the Commanding Office r who has the 
charge of the Hay on John Vassal, Esquire's estate, be 
directed to supply Mr. Seth Brown, who has^IifTcare of 
the Colony Horses, with as much Hay as they may need 
for their consumption. 

A Gun, taken up after the late action, was appraised by 
the Committee at thirty. Shillings, and delivered Colonel 
Brewer, for the use of his Regiment; for which he gave 
his receipt, to be accountable to this Committee, in the 
rough minute book. ._..._ 

A Gun, appraised at two Pounds, fourteen Shillings, was 
delivered Elisha Frizcl, of Captain Robert Oliver's Com- 
pany, in Colonel Doolittle's Regiment, he havingTiad his 
Gun split.in the late engagement; a receipt Wartaken for 
the same in the rough minute book. 

- A number of Colonel Prescott's officers wereT^recom- 
mended to the honourable Congress to be commissioned, as 
by list on file. 

Captain Badlam, of a Company in the Train, and four 
Lieutenants, were recommended to the honourable Congress 
to be commissioned, as by the Captain's return on file" 

Captain Samuel Mc Cobb, of Colonel Nixon's Regiment, 
had .twenty Fire-Arms delivered him, appraise d by the 
Towns whp sent them at thirty-seven Pounds, twelve Shil- 
lings^ for which be gave his receipt in the rough minute 
book, to be accountable to this Committee. zrziziT::: ■_"_ 

Ordered, That Mr. Brown, the keeper of the Colony 
Horses, do not admit any Horses into the St ables of Jo hn 
Vassal, Esquire, but such as are the propertybf this 
Colony. - ■ • ._-_--- .-... 

Resolved, That the Overseer, and such a part of the 
Company of Artificers under his direction as rniy be neces- 
sary, be postedin Newton, in buildings of Mr.%hn Pigeon, 
for the purpose of carrying orr their business ; tmd wh at loss 
said Pigeon shall sustain in consequence of said Artificers 
being placed there, this Committee will us«OIejFinHu- 
ence jhat the damage so. sustained be reim burse d by this 
Colony. - . -.-. :^_^_: 

Resolved, That the Cannon in" this and the "Tow n of 
Waterlown, not mounted, and all other Military' Stores not 
wanted for present use, be removed forthwith io_th~e~ Town 
of Newton, where the Artificers are to carry"" on their 
works. . -.-. ... 

Voted, That Mr. Pigeon, the Co"mmtssary-G\neral,liave 
the care and direction of removing the. spare Milita ry' Stores 
to Watertown. 

A Gun, said to have belonged to James Bpynton, was 
delivered to Eliphalet Cole,m Captain Parly's Company, 
in Colonel Fry's Regiment. 

4-. Gun was delivered to Aaron Cromby,m Captain 
Gridley's Company of the Train. _ 

Eighty-four Fire-Arms, collected from several Towns, . 
were received. of Mr. Thpmas Cowden, for the; use of this 
Colony, for which a receipt was given him by Wf7 Watson 
of this Committee.. --.=': J -.r. 

■-,■-" '. -.- -'•-.. • "T" "".'-. Juue'SB, 1775; 

The following Letter was sent to the Provincial Con- 
gress: _. - L - : ... .^^.^ :-_.-.-. 

"In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, June 25, 1775. 

"Whereas, Mr." Pigeon, the Commissary-Gerjeral, has 
represented to this Committee that the publickVservice will 
be -promoted by a faithful person being appointed as a 
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supervisor of the camp, for reasons offered : upon consider- 
ation of which, and for other reasons, this Committee beg 
leave to represent to "the honourable Congress that they 
apprehend it absolutely necessary, for the safety of this 
Colony, that two persons of known ability and prudence 
be appointed to superintend the regular supply of our two 
camps, (one of them to be placed In the camp near this 
place, and the other at .or near Roxbury,) whose duty it 
shall severally be, constantly to attend said camps and ex- 
amine into the supplies of each Regiment, to see that such 
supplies are 7 properly delivered out In time, quantity, and 
quality, andtimeously to advise the Commissary-General 
when and what articles of supplies are wanted at the respec- 
tive camps, and also to take care that the empty casks are 
saved and returned to the Commissary-General's office for 
further service; and in general to do all the service to the 
publick which such appointment requires. All which is 
humbly submitted. Benj. White, Chairman. 

"To the Honourable Provincial Congress, Watertown." 

June 26, 1775. 
Twenty Small-Arms were.delivered Capt. Lemuel Tres- 
cott, of Colonel Jonathan Brewer's Regiment, for the use 
' of his Company, for which he gave a receipt in the minute 
book, to be accountable when called upon therefor. 

Sixty Small-Arms were delivered Capt. William tiud- 
sqn Ballard, for the use of his Company, in Colonel Fry's 
Regiment, Tor which he gave a receipt, to be accountable 
when called upon therefor. 

Colonel Moses Little having made return to this Com- 
mittee of a Lieutenant-Colonel, Major, ten Captains, and 
twenty Lieutenants, it was recommended to the honourable 
Congress that they be commissioned accordingly. 

Three Small-Arms were delivered Capt. John Nutting, 
for the use of his Company, in Colonel Prescott's Regi- 
ment, amounting, by appraisement, to seven Pounds, ten 
Shillings, for which he .gave a receipt in the minute book, 
to be accountable when called, upon therefor. 

Six Small-Arms were delivered Lieutenant Whitney for 
the n use of Captain FarweUls Company, in Colonel Pra- 
cott's Regiment, for the use of said Company, amounting 
as by appraisement to thirteen Pounds, twelve Shillings, 
for which a receipt was given by the Lieutenant in the 
minute book. .--■'"' - : : : S 

Six Small- Arms were delivered Captain Joshua Parker, 
of Colonel Prescott's Regiment, for the use of his Com- 
pany, amounting as by appraisement to thirteen Pounds, 
eight Shillings, for which he gave a receipt, to be account- 
able to the Committee when called upon therefor. 

Ten , Small- Arms were delivered Captain Asa Lawrence 
for the use o f his Company; in Colonel Prescott[s Regi- 
ment, appraised at nineteen Pounds, three Shillings, for 
which he. gave a receipt to be accountable to this Colony, 
which receipt is on file. ' ' 

Three Small-Arms for the use of Captain Wyman's 
Company, in^Colonel Prescott's^ Regiment, was delivered 
his Lieutenant, amounting by appraisement to five Pounds, 
for which he "gave a receipt inlhe minute book, to be ac- 
countable when called upon therefor. . .. 

Three Small- Arms, for the use of Captain Oliver Par- 
ker's Company, in Colonel Prescott's Regiment, were de- 
livered said Parker, amounting, as per appraisement, to 
four Pounds^nine Shillings, and four Pence, for which a 
receipt was taken in the minute book. .... 

Whereas, this Committee find the publick Hospital in 
this Town has been nrrach neglected, to the great Injury of 
the patients in said Hospital, occasioned for .the want of 
some suitable persons being placed there* as Surgeon ; there- 
fore, _ - 

Resolved, That Doctor John Warren be, and he hereby 
is appointed to the oversight of said Hospital, and that he 
take proper care such provision be made as may be neces- 
sary .for the comfortable support of the patients in .said 
Hospital, until further orders. 

Fifty-eight. Small- Arms, amounting by appraisement to 
one hundred_,and nine. Pounds, fifteen Shillings, were de- 
livered Colonel .Asa Whitcomb, for the use of his Regiment, 
and a j-ecjipt taken for, the same in the_niinute book. 



June 27, 1775.. 

Passed upon John Chandler Williams's account, em- 
ployed as a Rider in the service of this Colony, amounting 
to four Pounds, four Shillings, and six Pence, as by copy 
thereof on file. 

The following vote, passed the seventeenth instant, was 
Jaid before the Committee. of Supplies, viz: 

'■' As in consequence of our late movements a constant fire 
is kept up on the Colony Troops, we think it necessary that 
there should be quick intelligence brought to Head-Quar- 
ters from the scene of action. We therefore desire that this 
Committee may be immediately furnished with four of the 
best riding Horses for the service aforesaid." 

It was recommended to the honourable the Provincial 
Congress that William Dana be commissioned as Captain- 
Lieutenant, Mr. Treadwell as First Lieutenant, Jonas Si- 
mons Second Lieutenant, and William Stevens as Third 
Lieutenant, in Captain Edward Craft's Company of the 
Train, in Colonel Gridley's Regiment. 

A Gun was taken for the use of the Colony, which was 
owned by Aaron Barr, of Merryfield, who died of the 
wounds he received in the battle of Bunker's Hill, which 
Gun has been valued by this Committee at thirty-six Shil- 
lings, lawful money. 

One hundred and twenty-four Small-Arms were received 
of Mr. Abiah Sadler, and ten of Captain Stone, collected 
by them for the service of this Colony, amounting by ap- 
praisement to two hundred and fifty-one Pounds, fourteen 
Shillings, and eight Pence, for which receipts were given 
by Mr. Watson: ■■•■-■■ •— ■ 

. ~~ June 28, 1775. 

Two_Small-Arms were delivered Colonel ISamuel Ger- 
rish, for the use of his Regiment, amounting, as by ap- 
praised value, to three Pounds, three Shillings, for which a 
receipt was taken in the minute book, _ 

The following is a Resolve of the Provincial Congress 
relative to supplying the Army with Small-Arms, viz: 

" In ProYinciuI Congress, Watertown, June 26, 1775. 

" Whereas, this Congress has ordered a number of Fire- 
Arms to be furnished from, several Towns and. Districts in 
this Colony, to be forwarded to the Army to supply those 
who are destitute of Arms; but no provision is made for 
delivering the.m out and taking proper receipts for the 
same; therefore 

" Resolved, That all the Small-Arms that are or may be 
procured by the above order, be delivered to the Committee 
of Safety at Cambridge, they to give their receipts for the 
same to the person from whom, they receive them ; that the 
same be delivered out to such ^Offi cers a s shall produce 
orders therefor from the Honourable .GeneraL/fart/, they 
giving receipts for the same to the said Com i mUggjaf Safety; 
to be returned in good order, unless lost in the service of 
the Colony. And every Soldier who shall receive any 
such Fire-Arms, shall give his receipt for the same to the 
Officers from whom jhe ! shall receivejt, to.be returned as 
aforesaid, and the Officer shall return th_e_sald receipt to 
the. Committee of Safety. And in case the same shall riot 
be returned at. the close oflthe .campaign, ; or sooner, The 
value of the said Fife-Arms shall be deducted out of the 
wages of the person receiving the same ; and that the Com- 
mittee of Safety shall appraise all such Arms. as have not 
already been appraised, and take an account of the whole. 

" By order of Congress : ~~ W-"V._ ""■".'."'".: 

"James Warren, Frestlcnt." 

The following was received from General Ward in con- 
sequence Tif the above vote of Congress, viz: 

" [General Orders.] Head-Quarters, Cambridge, Juno 28, 1775. 

"That the commanding officer of each Regiment make 
application to the Commjft.ee of Safety for so many Fire- 
Arms as their respective Regiments stand irr freed of, each 
commanding officer to "give his receipt for the Fire-Arms 
he may receive ; and the Committee of S afety are hereby 
ordered to deliver out Arms to such commanding officers 
as make application to them Tor the same. Per order : 
..-■-" Samuel .Osgood, Major of Brigade." 

In consequence of the above _order_of the Councjl of 
War, the .following Protest _was .entered", and a copy of 
thejame, together with the other proceedings, were, by 3 
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Vote of this Committee, laid before the honourable Con- 
gress, viz: ""'."""'"". „" _. - 

Whereas, the Provincial Congress did, on the twenty- 
sixth instant, pass a Resolve, "That all the Small-Anns 
that are or may be procured by the above order (men- 
tioned in said Resolve) be delivered to the Committee of 
Safety at Cambridge, they to give their receipt for the same 
to the person from whom'they received them, that the same 
may be delivered out to such officers as shall produce orders 
therefor from the Honourable General Ward, &c.:" 

And whereas the Honourable General Ward, in conse- 
quence of that part of the above quotation which is scored, 
ririsday issuecT General Orders, in which are these words: 
"And the Committee of Safety are hereby ordered to de- 
liver out Arms to such commanding officers as make appli- 
cation, to them for the same:" 

And whereas this Committee apprehend that said Re- 
solve does not empower the General to order them to de- 
liver said Arms, , but only to order his officers to receive 
from the Comm ittee such Arms as they are ordered by the 
hpnanrable Congress to deliver to the General's orders to 
his officers: 

And whereas the Committee apprehend that it is of vast 
importance that no orders are issued by the military, or 
obeyed by the civil powers, but only such as are directed 
6y the ^honourable Representative Body of the People, 
from whorn all military and civil pow^r originates ; and 
though thisTJommittee are satisfied that General Ward has 
misunderstood said Resolve, and does not mean or intend 
to set up the military power above the civil; yet, lest this 



This Committee being greatly alarmed at the danger j)f 
the Small-Pox spreading in the American Army, which, 
should it take place, we fear may be attended with very 
fatal consequences to this Colony and Continent ;" there- 
fore, - ,. , . - "~ 

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended .to "the ho- 
nourable Congress to take such speedy and effectual mea- 
sures to prevent a communication of that very dangerous 
and distressing distemper from the Small-Pox Hospital to 
the Army, or to the inhabitants of this Colony,lis'to them 
in their wisdom may seem meet. 

Whereas, sundry persons, who in the exigences of our 
publick affairs have been employed in the service of this 
Colony, are from time to time exhibiting their Accpunts to 
this Committee in order for payment; therefor!?:"" t r 

Resolved, That said Accounts be transmitted Jo the 
honourable Congress, that this matter be taken' into their 
consideration, and that such order pass- thereon as their 
wisdom may dictate. ',.'.': : „- ; ■ 

; , ~ V June s 30,1775. 

One hundred and fifty-two' Small-Arms wer'e re'ceived of 
Captain William Gage, collected by him for the/use of this 
Colony,- amounting as by appraised value to . y_Y . . ."., 
for which a receipt was given him by Mr. WdtibnfZ^:, 

Mj. Samuel West was recommended to the honourable 
Congress to r be commissigned as .Second Lieutenant jn Cap- 
tain Abner Cranson's Company, in "Col. Asa^WhiicomlTs 
Regiment. . - - . -- : '/ ■":': 



Forty SmaJI- Arms were delivered Colonel JpKrfFailer- 
order of the General's, should be adduced as a precedent in son > f° r the use of his Regiment/amounting as by apprajse- 
future, we think it pur indispensable duty to protest against ment, to seventy-eight Pounds, sixteen ShillinesrandTbiir 



the General's, said order, Notwithstanding'which pi-otest, 
we also think it our indispensable duty to deliver said Arms 
agreeable to the spirit of said Resolve, and as the exigency 
of the pubfick requires, and submit" our conduct to the 
honourable Congress. 

Forty-three Small-Arms, amoCinting as by appraisement 
to sevenjy-nine Pounds, two Shillings, and four Pence, were 
delivered to Colonel Gardner for the useof his Regiment, 
and a receipt taken for the same in the mimue book from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bond, " " ~ - " - 

Thirty Sm all-Arms were delivered Major Brooks for the 
use of Colonel BrTJges's Regiment, amounting as by ap- 
praisement ip fifty-five Pounds, nineteen Shillings, and six 
Pence, for which he gave a receipt to be accountable to 
this Colony, which receipt is on the files ofthe Committee. 

Nine Email- Arms were delivered Colonel William Pres- 
coit for thejjse of rjis Regiment, amounting as by appraise- 
ment to seve~n1een Pounds, ninB Shillings, for' which a 
receipt was given in the minute book. 

Twenty-five Small-Amis were delivered Colonel Frye 
for the: use of his Regiment, amounting as by appraise- 
ment to"forty-nine Pounds, eight Shillings, and two Pence, 
for whichjbe gave a receipt to be accountable to this Colony, 
which receipt is on the minute book. 
-■■■ Twenty-five Small-Arms were delivered Colonel John. 
Glover for the use of his Regiment, amounting as by ap- 
praisement to forty-six. Pounds, twelve Shillings, and eight 
Pence, for which he gave a receipt in the miniite b.ook°tb 
be accountable to this Colony. : 

Received, p_f Major Barber, .Storekeeper for the Trains, 
by order ofthe Provincial Congress, thirty-two Small- 
ArmSj amounting as by appraisement to ... . . . .... 

: '-' J '\ : :r\'"Y^ r ^ x .s j- " June 39,1775, "" 

Mr. Bcvens and_ Colonel Qme, appointed. to dravy up a 
Vote relative to Captain Trevet and Company, reported 
the following, w.hicE:was accepted, viz ; 

Whereas, from a mistake made by one of the General 
Officers, Capt. Samuel Russell Trevet has' been put under 
arrest,- which mistake Is set. forth in a .Certificate by order 
of the General ; and upon examination" it appears that said 
Trevet'has approved himself a good officer, but said mis- 
take has unhappily operated to the dispersion of his Com- 
pany; therefore , _.._.. ; . 

Resolved, That said Captain Trevet be directed to col- 
lect his said Company as sporyas possibfe'^nd'then apply 
to this Committee in order to be conixnissloned. 

Fourth Semes. — Vol. ik 



Pence, for which a receipt was "given in themirjpeJ)ook." 

Fifty-one Small-Arms were delivered Colonel James 
Scammcm, for the use of his Regiment, amounting as by 
appraisement Jo ninety-seven Pounds, eighteeinl>!nTlTngs, 
and eight Pence, for which Guns a receipt was taken in the 
minute book. "._.''":' : . - t -'.„ ' ."; 

Three Small-Arms, for the use of this Colony, were "re- 
ceived of Colonel Simeon Spalding, amounting as by ap- 
praisement to five Pounds, four Shillings. -, 

Whereas, the honourable Provincial Congress has this 
day passed a Resolve appointing this Committee to be a 
Committee to consider of a further emission oTTVptes or 
Bills of Credit, as mentioned in said Resolve ; butlhe Com- 
mittee finding themselves unable to proceed iiT^s busi- 
ness without a more" perfect knowledge of the ^imssions 
lately made, both in quantity and circumstances of payment ; 
and ajso for. want of sufficient knowledge of the dejiiands 
made, or to be made upon the Colony, do - : -""'"' 

Resolve, That Colonel Palmer attend the pinpurable 
Congress to-morrowf in order to obtajrr all neceifary light 
in the premises. s=:^~ ._... 

Whereas, a considerable number of Whale-Bpats have 
been procured for the service of this Colony, anlimany of 
them are said. to be now in the Towns of Bralntree :~and 
Weymouth, and unless proper care be taken p Qla iJBpats 
they wilf probably sustain great damage ; therefore ""rr - 

Resolved, Tliat.it be recomniepded to the b'onoqrajfe 
Congress that such order betaken respecting saidJBoafs as 
their wisdom may direct. . . '.: ' '.' ,-":r ".""".-"" 

This Committee beg leave to suggest to the tVpnouraple 
Congress, whether the Magaziffe, wherein GuimwdeT is 
deposited, ought not to be guarded by ElectriplPoints. 
As any considerable Jpss in that article vvould deeply affect 
the publick, this is lmmbly submitted. "-"—■.' 

Twenty-seven Small- Arms, for "the" use of this "Colony, 
were received of Mr. Benjamin Ely, for whicJi'!a receipt 
was given by the Secretary of this Committee^; which 
Guns' were collected by order of Congress, and amount' by 
appraisement to v-. ;. iL '. - .- .-. ,-/ ; v fejfi^v^: 

Fprty-fpur Small- Arms, for the use of this Colpny, were 
received of Mr. Bliss, for which a receipt was .given him 
by the Secretary of this Committee! which Guns were 
collected by order of Congress, and amount by appraise- 
ment to . . _,_ ." . ,-~\, r r.: . . .; .^^ -.; - :: \. , ; 

Jfoted, Thai the Commissary-General be direclld to 
supply Head-Quarters wjth. Provisions as usual, till the 
further order of this Committee;"' " * ' '■' ' •*> - --' '- 
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"Foi'ty^nine Small-Arms, lor the use of the Colony, were 
received from the Rev. Mr. s Lemiiel Kellock, for which a 
receipt was given by Mr. Devens; which Guns were col- 
lectedTpy order of Congress, and amount by appraisement 
toV^"\T7 . . ^ ' ""■".__■ "_. ,' ;- - -■ 

;LFfTtee*n Small -Arms were delivered Colonel Ruggles 
Woodbridge, for the use of his Regiment, amounting as by 
appf%fse*rfrent to twenty-nine Pounds, sixteen Shillings, and 

■ eight" Pence, for which Guns a receipt was taken in the 
mihute hooj. „,....,.. ..._.„ ..._-,._ 
.■i^Vpted, That two thirds of the Hay under the care of 

• : Mr. David Sanger be brought to Head-Quarters, and one 
third earned to the Committee of Supplies at Watertown. 

••Six Smajl-Arms were received of Mr.. Abner Ellis, for 
the use of. tTiis Colony, amounting as by appraisement to 
_\ivV*^for which a receipt was given by the Secretary of 
tip's Cornniitfee. . , 

."Forty-four Small- Arms were received of Benjamin Ely, 

•;. by the hands of Mr. Solomon Edwards, for the use of this 

Colony, for which a receipt was given by the Secretary; 

' ; winch Arms were collected by order of Congress, and 

'.aWoilnt, as by appraisement to ...... • • • _„■... ...-. 

■ Eight Small-Arms were received, of Colonel John Dick- 
.inspn, by the hands of Benjamin Scott, Jun., for the use 
■'. of tliis ._CoI.Q nv, amounting by receipt to ..-.,..., for 
, whicn. a, receipt was given by the Secretary. 

- -..Captain Jacob Miller was recommended to the honour- 
able Congress as a Captain in Colonel.-DooZift/e.'s Regi- 
ment, in ThCTOom of Captain Leeland, who has resigned. 

: ->i Seventy-one Small-Arms were delivered Colonel David 
r jftrewer for the use of his Regiment, amounting as by 
a'ppteiSeTnent to one hundred and thirty-eight Founds, six 
Shillings, which Guns he engaged should be returned in 
gSod order, unless lost in the service of this Colony, as 
".. per "his receipt in the minute book. _ . 

ii Thirteen Small-Arms were delivered Colonel Jonathan 
ffrewefjoiihe use of his Regiment, amounting as by ap- 
pr^errlentlo twenty-sixPounds, seven Shillings, for which 
a'°re"c^ipt \\^s taken in the mjnute" book. 

■■-•' ' -'^-f^- . '■"'":■ -';■ ' 7 July 2, 1775. : 

7 One. hundred Small-Arms were delivered Col. Glover 

for the use*of his Regiment, amounting as by appraisement 

'■-■tQ^Ofje.K^n^red' and ninety-two Pounds, eleven Shillings; 

'wjn'cbjffunane- engaged should be returned in good order, 

u'niesfstostjn the service of this Colony, as by his receipt 

in the minuje book. 

:One hundred and .seven Small-Arms were received of 

, D'anielHemmingway, by the hands, of Mr. John Elder, for 

the use of this Colony, for which a receipt was given by 

■ Mr. Abraham Watson. 

' ..■ . .yz- ■-.- ■■■■':■,.--■■ July 3, 1775.. 

Twenty-six Small-Arms were delivered Colonel James 
Fry for tlie use of his Regiment, amounting by appraise- 
. merit to fifty-five Pounds, four SJiillings, for which a receipt 
-,was 1 giverfTrj the minute book. 

Ten Sifiall-Arms were delivered Colonel Ephrairn Doo~ 
. little foAhVuse of his Regiment, amounting as by appraise- 
ment to twenty-two Pounds, eighteen Shillings, for which a 
re&efpt wastaken in the minute book. 

One Gun, for the use of Colonel Gardner's, Regiment, 
was delivered Lieutenant-Colonel Bond, amounting by ap- 
praisemenf to two Founds," fourteen Shillings, for which a 
receipt was. jtaken in the minute book. . 

Ten Small-Arms were delivered Colonel Moses Little 
for the usf"of his Regiment, amounting by appraisement 
to twenty -two Pounds, one Shilling, and four Pence/for 
which a receipt was given in the minute book. 

Two Small-Arms were delivered Colonel Moses Little, 
for the usj of his Regiment, amounting, as fjy appraisement, 
to four Pounds, four Shillings, for whicha receipt was taken 
{ in" the minute book. 

Thirteen Guns were received of Mr. Benjamin Ely, by 
the hancis.of Mr. John Eaton, collected" by order of Con- 
gress, for wljich a receipt was given him. 

Fifteen Small-Arms were delivered Colonel William 



Freicott, for the use of his Regiment, amounting, by ap- 
praisement, to twenty-nine Pounds sixteen Shillings, for 
which a receipt was given in the minute book. 

A number of officers in.Colqnel Woodbridge's Regiment 
were recommended to the honourable Congress to be com- 
missioned, as by return on file. 

Whereas, Mr. Edmund Quincy, of Stougtonham, repre- 
sented to this Committee jhat .sundry household goods and 
other effects, now or late the property of Thomas Hutchin- 
son, Esq., and other persons publickly known to be also 
enemies to the rights and liberties of America, are hid in 
several "places, in and near Milton, which property will 
probably be lost or wasted, unless proper care is taken of 
the same, for such persons as may hereafter justly claim the 
same ; therefore, 

Resolved, That said Quincy be, and hereby is empow- 
ered to receive 7 and convey to this Committee, at Cam- 
bridge, all such goods and effects as_aforesaid, for the. use 
of surf] person or persons as the Tionourable Congress, or 
some future Congress or House of Representatives of this 
Colony may order; he also producing to Ibis Committee, 
the Congress, or House of Representatives, an account of 
all the articles he may so receive, the names of the persons 
from whom he may receive the same, and an account of the 
charges that may arise from such salvage and removal; 
and he also is. herehy empowered to press, if necessary, 
such teams as may be needed for removing such effects. 
* Also, Resolved, That this be immediately transmitted 
by the hands of said Quincy to the honourable Congress 
now silting at Watertown, for their approbation or disap- 
probation. .'"'~ ""' ■■--;-.- 

Henrius Vomhavi, an Indian, having represented to 
this Committee, that he had. taken tvv_o horses at Noddle 1 ? 
Island, one a little horse, which he Ts. desirous ^fretaining 
as some recompense for his fatigue and risk in that action, 
in which it is said he behaved with great bravery: It is 
the opinion of this Committee that sa.}d-_Jndian should be 
gratified in his request, which will be an _enconragement to 
others in the service, provided the honourable Congress 
should approve thereof, _ "- " '-'"..." 

- Passed upon Mr. William White' s_ Account, a person 
employed by this Committee as a Rider in the.Cplony 
service, which account amounted to._six Pounds, thirteen 
Shillings, and four Pence, and a certificate was given him 
accordingly. ''"'".,_-"... - 

Thirty-nine Small-Arms were .delivered Colonel Jona- 
than Brewer, for the use of hisJRegiment, amounting, by 
appraisement, to sixty-eight Pounds, eighteen Shillings, and 
eight Pence, for which a receipt was taken in the minute 
book. _ ,. . ..." 

July i, 1775. 
. Mr. George Armstrong, who brought in a_ company of 
Minute-TVIen, and has been in the Army since the first 
alarm, having desired leave of absence Xrom the camp for 
some time, leave was accordingly granted him; and an 
order was given the said Armstrong on the Tavernercand 
Innholders on the road to Murraysjield, to supply hiin with 
the necessary provisions on his return home. - . / 

Mr. Eleazer Wier was directed to deliver Benjamin 
Willing one dozen tind a half of Files, for the use of the 
Armourers now working at Mr. Gideon "Frost's shop. " 

Voted, That Mr. David Sanger be directed to fill the 
Widovf. VctssqVs, barn "with Hay. " " 

Nine Small-Arms were delivered Colonel Joseph Read, 
for the use of his Regiment, amounting, as by appraisement, 
to seventeen Pounds, fourteen Shillings, for which Guns a 
receipt was taken in the minute book... 

Four Guns were delivered. Cojon^ Moses Little, for the 
use of his Regiment, .amounting, as by appraisement, to 
nine Pounds, two Shillings, for which" a receipt was taken 
in the minute book. . _~ "_;*: .: . 

.. .fr. July 5, 1775. 

Thirty-seven Fire-Arms were received from Major 
Fhenezer White, which Guns were collected by order of 
Congress, and amount, as by appraisement, to, eighty-five 
Pounds, seven Shillings. " _-- - ^ 

Thirty-seven Small-Arms, valued at eighty-five Pounds, 
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seven Shillings, were delivered General Thomas, for the 
use of his Regiment, as by his receipt on file- 

Six Small-Arms were delivered Colonel William Pres- 
cott, for the use of his Regiment, amounting, by appraise- 
ment, to eleven Pounds, six Shillings, for which a, receipt 
was taken in the minute book. r - , : 

Four Small-Arms were delivered Colonel William 
Prescott, for the use of his Regiment, amounting, as ■ per 
appraisement, to eight Pounds, fourteen Shillings, for which 
a receipt was taken in the minute bopk. 

Ten Small- Arms were delivered Colonel Moses Little, 
for the use of his Regiment, amounting, by appraisement, 
to eighteen Pounds, seven Shillings, and four Pence, lor 
which a receipt was taken in the minute book. 

Passed upon John Bdfinch and twelve other persons' 
Accounts, who worked with Jeremiah Russell, amounting, 
in the whole, to forty-four Pounds, eight Shillings, and 
eight Pence, for which a certificate was given them for the 
Committee of Accounts. 

Voted, That Joseph Bates have liberty to cut thirty hun- 
dred of Hay on John Vassal, Esquire's estate in Cambridge, 
he to be accountable therefor; and that Samuel Sanger, 
who has the care of the Hay, be directed accordingly. 

Eight Guns, collected in Princeioivn, were received of 
Mr. °Ephraim Woolson, by the hand of Sylvanus Oak, 
amounting, by appraisement, to fourteen Pounds, seven 
Shillings, for which a receipt was given him by the Secre- 
tary. .-_ • ■ 

July 6, 1775. 
Voted, That Joseph and Parsons Smith be allowed to 
cut, each, one ton of English Hay and one ton of black 
Grass, on the estate of John Vassal, Esq., in Cambridge, 
they to be accountable therefor; and that Mr. David 
Sanger be directed accordingly. 

A Hand Vice, Screw Plate and, Pins, were purchased of 
Mr. Richard Estes, for the use of the Armourers, amount- 
ing, as by receipt in the minute book, to eight Shillings. 

Mr. Seth Brown was directed and . empowered to clear 
the Widow Vassal's, barns for the reception of Hay and 
Horses in the Colony service; and also to prevent Horses 
feeding in the pastures owned by said widow. 

Mrs. Elizabeth, Kicks was paid four Shillings by Mr. 
Devens for bringing up a Boat from Charlestown, as by 
receipt on file. 

Voted, That Mr. Fisk, who has the care of Jonathan 
SeiealPs farm, have liberty to cut on said farm one ton of 
English and two tons of salt Hay; and that Mr. David 
Sanger be directed accordingly. 

Voted, That it be recommended to the honourable Pro- 
vincial Congress to~pass the following Resolve : 

Whereas, the exigences of this Colony require that there 
should be, as soon as possible, an emission of Bills of 
Credit; therefore, > 

Resolved, that there be immediately issued on the credit 
of this Colony, and deposited in the Treasury, a sum not. 
exceeding One Hundred Thousand Pounds, lawful money, 
in Bills of Credit, of the following denominations, viz : Of 
one Shilling, of two Shillings, of three Shillings and six 
' Pence, of four Shillings, of five Shillings, of seven Shillings 
and six Pence, of eight Shillings, of eleven Shillings, of 
thirteen Shillings, of seventeen Shillings, of nineteen Shil- 
lings, of thirty Shillings, of forty Shillings, of sixty Shillings, 
of "eighty Shillings, and pf one hundred . Shillings ; to be 
five thousand of each denomination, and no more, and to 
be of the form following, viz : 

" Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay : 
" No. 109. ._ My - 1 ?, 1175. 

" The possessor of this bill shall be paid by the Treasurer 
of this Colony two Shillings and six Pence, lawful money, 
by the 18th day of July, 1777, and shall be received in all 
payments at the Treasury at all times. ^ 

"By order of the Congress: A. D. ) 

B. E. > Committee." 

C. F. ) 

Which said Bills shall be paid and received in the pub- 
lick Treasury, and in all payments in this Colony, without 



any abatement or discount, upon any pretence .whatsoever, 
under the penalty of treble damages to both the payer and 
receiver, which penalty shall be applied to the discharge of 
the publick debts of this Colony. And said bills shall also . 
"be printed on the back, with the Colony seal, the value of 
the bill, and its date ; around the seal these words : Issued 
in defence of American liberty. Also, 

Resolved, That A, B, and C, be a Committee to sign 
or authenticate all said bills of one Shilling to eleven Shil- 
lings inclusively; and that D, E, F, be another Committee 
to sirn'or authenticate all other the said b]lls, which are of 
thirteen. Shillings to one hundred Shillings inclusively. 
Five thousand bills of 1 Shilling, is ' £250 

Five thousand bills of .2 Shillings, is 500 

Five thousand Mis of 2 Shillings, 6 Pence, is 625 
Five thousand bills of 4 Shillings, is 1,000 

Five thousand bills of 5 Shillings, is _ 1,250 

Five thousand bills of 7 Shillings, 6 Pence, is 1,875 
Five thousand' bills of 8 Shillings, is " 2,000 

Five thousand bills of 11 Shillings, is 2,750 

Five thousand bills of 13 Shillings, is _ 3,250 

Five thousand bill's of 17 Shillings, is 4,250 

Five thousand bills of 19 Shillings, is 4,750 

Five thousand bills of 30 Shillings, is 7,500 

Five thousand bills o.f 40 Shillings, isT '"_ 10,000 
Five thousand bills of 50 Sniffings, is 15,000 

Five thousand bills of 80 Shillings, is 20,000 

Five thousand bills of 100 : Shillings, is T 25,000 

'■■""£ 100,000 



The following Letter was sent to General Washington ..-. 

" May it please your Excellency : 

" The bearer, Captain Brown, is the officer who took the 
horses that came off from Bunker's Hill; you will please 
to direct said horses being delivered to his care. 
" To his Excellency General Washington."" 

This Committee have, with great concern, cpnsiderecf the 
advantages our enemies will derive from General Gage's 
misrepresentations of the battle^of Charlestown, unless 
counteracted by the truth of that day's transactions being 
fairly and honestly represented to our friends and others, in 
Great Britain ; therefore, 

Resolved, That it be humbly recommendei.tg„the. hon- 
ourable Congress now sitting at Watertowri]X6 "appoint a 
Committee to draw up and transmit to Great Britain, as 
soon as possible, a fair, honest, and impartial account of the 
late battle of Charlestown on the 17th ultiirro,:so that pur 
friends and others in that part of the world t rnay" not be in 
any degree imposed upon by General Gage's misrepre- 
sentations of that. day's transactions, and that they also be 
a Standing Committee for that purpose. ; ' " " 

With hearts deeply affected by the sufferings of our 
friends in the Town and Harbour of Boston, now under the 
cruel hand. of tyrannick power; and reflecting upon the 
advice of the" late Continental Congress respecjirigpur 
enemy's seizing any of our friends, it is -------- 

Resolved, By this Committee, that it beiemmmended 
to the honourable Provincial Congress now sitting at Wa- 
tertown, to recommend to the Grand American Congress, 
that every Crown Officer within the United Colonies. be 
immediately seized and held in safe custody, until pur 
friends who have been seized by General Gage are set at 
liberty, and fully recompensed for their losOnd imprison- 
ment. . :- . 

Voted, That Mr. John Steel and his twrj sons be ap- 
pointed Armourers for this Colony's Forces. 

Eight Small-Arms were delivered to Co]Qxie}„ Eb r enezer 
Bridges, for the use of his Regiment, amounting, as .by 
appraisement, to seventeen Pounds, six Shillings, for which 
a receipt was taken in the minute book. 

Whereas, the honourable Congress have made an estab- 
lishment for a. company of Artificers, which consists of 
Carpenters, Blacksmiths, and Wheelwrights; and a Captain 
is appointed for the Carpenters, but no provisj6Tris:rhade 
for Captains or master workmen for the BJacksmiths.and 
Wheelwrights; therefore, ■- _; 

Resolved, That the premises be recommenced to. the 
consideration of the honourable Congress ;jfiw_sitting at 
Watertown, ;. 
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_ .,_ ^ _/..■.,.- ■/.. _ := . -^ -*.;::%_..., '-_ July 7, 1775, 
■ _Tw g TJuns _weje_receivgJjirom_ Captain Josiak Stone, 
of ' Framing/mm, for the use of this Colony, amounting, by 
appraisement, to three Pounds, sixteen Shillings, for which 
a receipt was given by Mr. Devens, 

Forty Small-Arms were delivered Colonel Scammon, 
for the use of his Regiment, amounting, by appraisement, 
to_ seventy-four Pounds, thirteen Shillings, and four Pence, 
for which a receipt was takenin the minute book. 

One Small-Arm was delivered Colonel Gridley, for the 
use of liis Regiment, amounting, by appraisement, to two 
Pounds, four Shillings, for which a receipt was taken in 
the minute book. 

Passed upon Matthew Clark's Account, amounting fo 
nine Pounds, three Shillings, and six Pence, and a cer- 
tificate was delivered him for the Committee on Accounts. 

Whereas, Mr. Seth Broivn, who has had the care of the 
Horses for the Cannon, has resigned that employment, and 
as Thomas Organ, who was in the service of the late 
General Warren, is willing to undertake the service ; look- 
ing upon him to be a person well qualified for that trust, 
we'desire he. may be appointed accordingly. 

The above was directed to the gentlernen the Committee 
of Supplies. 

Passed upon Mr. Isaac Bissel, a Post-Rider's Account, 
amounting, as by copy on file, to two Pounds, one Shilling, 
and a certificate was given him for the Committee on Ac- 
counts. -_ 

Whereas, a number of Soldiers in the American Army 
are from time to time observed to be much disguised with 
Spirituous Liquors, and should not some effectual measures 
be taken to put a stop to this disorder, not only the morals 
and health, but also the lives and liberties of this People 
will be endangered ; therefore, 

Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby recommended to 
his Excellency. General, Washington, that an order be 
issued to.suppress retailers of Spirituous Liquors within and 
near the camps, in such manner as to him may seem meet. 

Upon application made to this Committee by Captain 
Rogers, and due examination into.the matter, the following 
was voted to be sent to the Selectmen, &c., of the Town 
of Reading, to be communicated to the adjacent Towns : 

Gentlemen: Whereas, Captain Jacob Rogers, late ah 
inhabitant of Charlestown, but now, through the necessity 
of the. times, has been obliged to quit Charlestown, and 
has sincelaken up his residence in the Town of Reading ; 
but some licentious persons of the Town of Stoneham, as 
it is represented to us, have threatened to raise a mob and 
drive hirn__Qut of said Reading, to the great terrour of his 
family, and this without any cause that vve can find, evi- 
dence haying appeared of his good behaviour while in 
Charlestown ; and in order to put a stop to such disorderly 
conduct, it is 

Resolved, That all the inhabitants of this Colony are 
desired, as they regard the peace and welfare of the Coun- 
try, to behave peaceably and quietly towards the said 
Captain Rogers; and jf his conduct should hereafter be 
unworthy a friend to American liberty, he is then to be 
orderly complained of to such authority as may then exist 
within this Colony, but by no means to be proceeded againsf- 
in any disorderly manner. 

Twenty-eight Guns., for the use of the Colony, collected 
by order of Congress, were received of Mr, John Ingra- 
ham, July 3. 

■ Passed upon Mr. John Barber's Account, amounting to 
seven Pounds, thirteen Shillings, and eight Pence, and a 
certificate w : as given him for the Committee on Accounts. 

"- - " July .8, 1775. 

Two Small-Arms were received of Colonel Simeon 
Spalding, for the use .of this Colony, amounting, by ap- 
praisement, to two Pounds, twelve Shillings. 
> Two SmallrArms, appraised at four Pounds, four Shil- 
lings, were delivered Captain Job Cushing, of Colonel 
Ward's Regiment, as per receipt on file. 

Fifteen SmallrArms ware delivered, for the use of Colo- 
nel Sergeant's Regiment, amounting, as, by appraisement. 



to tvyenty-seven Pounds, three Shillings, for which a re- 
ceipt has been taken in the minute book. 
- .. The . honourable the Provincial Congress having ac- 
quainted this Committee that Mr. James Winthrop, Post- 
master in Cambridge, had declined serving any longer in 
that office, and desired that another might be recommend- 
ed to them for that place, ... 
Voted. L Tha.t Mr. Jonathan Hastings, Junior, be recom- 
mended to the honourable Congress as a suitable person 
for the trust aforesaid. 

Two Small-Arms were received of Mr. Seth Stone, of 
Cambridge, for the use of this Colony, amounting, as by 
appraisement, to three Pounds, eighteen Shillings, for 
which a receipt was given him by the Secretary. 

Passed upon Mr. John Gill, Junior^ a '"Post-Rider's 
Account, amounting to.six Pounds, seventeen .Shillings, and 
eight Pence, for which a certificate was given. 

Whereas, many complaints have been made to this Com- 
mittee, that the Armourers frequently deliver the Arms out 
of their shops unfit for service, and delay the work unne- 
cessarily; in order to prevent occasion for such^cornplaints 
in future, and to hasten the publick service in an orderly 
manner, which has not yet been provided for, it is 

Resolved, That it be, and it Tier.eby is recommended to 
the honourable Congress, to make an esta blishment for at 
least four Master Armourers, each one o/whomjfiaJi work 
and superintend one shop, each of which shops, as we ap- 
prehend, may well accommodate eigh'fmen, including the 
master. ■ '.. ■ 

_ Resolved, That the instructions to be given to the Offi- 
cers of trie Regiments, be sent to the Council of War, and 
if approved be forwarded. They are as follow: - 

Instructions for the Officer's of the" several Regiments of 
the Massachusetts-Bay Forces, who are immediately to 
go upon the recruiting service. r : 1;1 

You are not to enlist any deserter Trom the Ministerial 
Army, nor any stroller; negro, or vagabond, or person sus- 
pected of being an enemy to the liberty of America, nor 
any under eighteen years. of age. 

As the cause is the best that can engage men of courage 
and principle to take up arms, so it is expected that none 
but such will be accepted by the Recruiting Officer; the 
pay, provision, &tc, being so ample, it is not doubted but 
the officers sent upon tlnVservice will," without dejay, com- 
plete their respective corps, and march the men forthwith 
fo camp. 

You are not to enlist any person who is not an American 
born, unless such person has a wife land! TamTly, and is a 
settled resident in this Country. 

The persons you enlist must be provided with good and 
complete arms. : v- " 

One Small-Arm was received of Mr. Samuel ffaynes, 
of Sudbury, for the use of this Colony, amounting, by ap- 
praisement, to thirty Shillings, for whiclj a receipt was 
given him by the Clerk. -■ - _ ; ■ 

Whereas, considerable uneasiness has arisen in some part 
of the Army, from some of the Soldiers enlisting^ second 
time into other companies than those which they first en- 
listed into, and, if not prevented, will be attended witfi great 
inconvenience; therefore, - ' ' 

Resolved, That it be recommended to ; the honourable 
Provincial Congress, to pass such an'order asriiay cause 
those Soldiers who have conducted as abpv.e to jeturn to 
their respective companies into which they were first en" r 
listed, or otherwise order, as to them in their wisdom shall 
seem meet. ~ v ; 

Whereas, it is necessary that the house of Mr. Johi ' 
Vassal, ordered by Congress for the residence of Vis Excel- 
lency General Washington, should he immediately put in 
such condition as may make it convenient for that purpose ; 
therefore, . 

Resolved,' That Mr. Timothy Alisiin be, and hereby is 
empowered and authorized to put said house in proper or- 
der for the purposes above-mentioned, and that lie procure 
such assistance and furniture as maybe necessary to put 
said house in proper condition for the reception of his Ex- 
cellency and bis attendants, " 
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; .' .- , .. '-..-- •; . July 11, 1775. 

The following commission from the honourable Congress 
to this Committee was this day received from said Con- 
gress, viz : (Commission recalled.) 

The following Letter was received from General Wash- 
ington, by his Secretary, Mr. Reed: 

'-'.■'■■■' ~ ■ "July 10, 1775. , 

_" Gentlemen : I am directed by the General to put into 
your hands a Frenchman, who will be delivered to you 
with this. His companions, after being in our camp some 
days, went off to the enemy, which has led to suspicions 
of this man ; but there is no express charge against him. 
As he is not properly charged with any military offence, 
the General apprehends the detention of .him will fall most 
properly in your department, and if you should be of opin- 
ion that sending him into the country would be sufficient, 
the General would be quite satisfied. I am, gentlemen, your 
most obedient servant, Jas. Reed, Secretary." 

His Excellency General Washington having signified to 
this Committee that they send Monsieur Viart to the Town 
of Worcester, . - 

Resolved, That a Post immediately proceed with said 
Viart to Worcester ; and that Mr. Devcns provide a horse 
for that purpose. - 

Resolved, That the Committee of Correspondence in 
the Town o( Worcester are hereby required and directed 
to take into their custody Monsieur Viart, a Frenchman ; 
that they suffer him on his parole to have the liberty to 
walk for his health to a convenient distance about "the- 
Town, "but to guard against his escape till they shall receive 
further orders on tills subject,, either from the General or 
this Committee.. "" 

The following order was issued : 

" Cambridge, July 11, 1775. 

" To the Taverners and lnnholders on the road between 
Cambridge and Worcester: 
" You are hereby required to supply with necessary pro- 
visions Mr. . j . .. Y . , and a Frenchman with him, (he 
being on the publick service,) and charge the same to this 
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- Two Small-Arms were delivered Colonel Mansfield, for 
the use of his Regiment} amounting to five Pounds, eight 
Shillings, and four Pence, for which a receipt was taken 
in the minute book. 

The honourable the Congress of this Colony having 
passed a Resolve that this Committee be appointed to 
draw up and transmit to Great Britain a fair and impar- 
tial account of tfie late Battle of Charlestovm, as soon as 
possible ; this. Committee being exceedingly crowded "with 
business ; therefore 

Resolved, That the Rev. Dr. Cooper, Rev. Mr. Gard- 
ner, and the Rev. Mr.. Peter Thatcher, be desired to draw 
up a true state of said action, as soon as may be, and lay 
it. before this Committee. - 

The Commitlee of Safety at Marblehead were advised 
by this Committee. that five Ships sailed this day from i?os- 
ton, their destination unknown. 

The Taverners and lnnholders on the road to Marble- 
head were required to supply Mr. Thomas Williams, an 
Express in the Colony service, with necessary Provisions, 
and to transmit an account of the charge thereof to this 
Committee. 

Whereas, a number of Horses have been taken from 
the enemy by our Soldiers, "and a difficulty arises" whose 
property the Horses~in justice ought to be : therefore, 

Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby/recommended to 
the honourable Congress to take such" order respecting the 
same as to them in their wisdom shall seem meet. 

Colonel Doolittl'c had one set of Enlisting Papers de- 
livered him. 

The following Letter was received from. General Wash- 
ington's Secretary , "Mr. Reed : 

"July 12, 1775/ 

"Gentlemen: A number of persons taken up last 
night upon the Island near Boston, have been brought here. 
As the General is absent, it is thought best to refer them 
to your care. You will please, therefore, to do what is 



proper with them. I am, gentlemen, most respectfully, 
your very humble servant, J. Reed, Secretary. 

"To the Committee of Safety." 1"1_'-' - 

Whereas, his Excellency General Washington, by his. 
Secretary, Mr. Reed, has sent to this Committee fifteen 
persons taken at Long-Island ; this Committeeapprehend- 
ing that by their commission they have nor power to dis- 
pose of said persons : therefore, 

Resolved, That, the above fifteen persons be immediate- 
ly sent to the honourable the Congress at IVatertowv, and 
that Mr. Richard 'D 'evens and Colonel Orne be a Com- 
mittee to go to the Congress with this Resolve. 

.... -. -: , - -.. ■ July 12, 1775. 

Whereas, frequent complaints have been made to this 
Committee _that many of the" Arms returnedJiom the Ar- 
mourers have not been sufficiently repaired ; which errour 
may have arisen from ignorant or careless persons being 
employed as Armourers, or for want of a Master Work- 
man or Superintendent in each shop : therefore, 

Resolved, That Benjamin Guillam, an Armourer in the 
shop belonging to Gideon Frost, be, and hereby is, direct- 
ed to work as a Master Armourer in said shop, and to 
superintend the other Armourers in that shop: whose duty 
it shall be to receive into said shop such Anns. as may "at 
any time be sent there, by any of the Colonels hi that 
part of the American Colony Army belonging'to tins "Co- 
Iony, in order to be repaired ; to see that such"_Aj;ms are 
properly repaired ; to deliver the same, when so repairerf, 
to the persons from whom they were received ; to s.eethat 
no persons who are employed in said shops as Armourers, 
are either ignorant of said business, or careless, or idle ; 
and if any such should be employed" in the shop, said 
Guillam shall, without delay, inform this Committee there- 
of; and that he suffer no more than eight Armourers, inclu- 
ding himself, to be employed at any one time insaid'shop. 
Captain Samuel Fletcher is permitted to "cut oif" Mr. 
Thomas Oliver's Farm three tons of English, Hay, and" all 
the black Grass and salt Hay growing on his" Farm, and 
that Mr. Sanger be directed accordingly. " . " 

July 13,' 17.75. 
A Resolve relative to Prisoners from Mach'as, yassed, as 

on file. ' ..-.-• 

- Mr. Benjamin Guillam, an Armourer, had an order on 
the Committee of Supplies for two hundred of Iron and 
what Files and old Brass he has occasion for, for himself 
and others that work in his shop. 

Mr. Monroe recommended Seth Johnston, of. Old Rut- 
land, and Enoch Putnam, of Granby, as proper persons for 
Armourers. 

- " Received of the Committee of Safety one* Small-Arm 
for the use of my Company in Colonel Ward's Regiment; 
which Gun I promise to return, unless lost inaction, sajd 
Gun being appraised at forty-two Shillings. 

..".,- " Seth Washburn, Captain." 

Received of the Selectmen of the Town ofMendon, 
by the hands of Stephen Partridge, six Sman-Arms, ap- 
praised at fifteen Pounds. 

" Received of the Committee of Safety four Pounds 
each, by an order on Hmry Gardner, Esquire, Receiver- 
General ; said four Pounds to be" paid us as" Recruiting 
Officers in the late Colonel Gardner's Regimejit.. 

. " Solomon Bowman, Lieutenant. 
" Caleb Brooks, Lieutenant." 

"His Excellency General Washington having this day 
ordered to the direction of this Committee ten prisoners, 
taken some time past M_Machias, on board an armed Cut- 
ter, the Committee, apprehending from their commission 
of the 8th instant that they- are altogether restricted from 
acting as a Committee but only in the recess of Congress, 
except in conformity to certain special Resolves of Con- 
gress, or for making provision for the Poor of Boston and 
Charlestown, and guarding against the Small-Pox, as men- 
tioned in said commission, have resolved that the .said 
prisoners be sent, to Congress for their orders, a'nd.{hat Dr. 
Church be directed to attend Congress with this Resolve". 
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Whereas, lieutenant Ely Stiles has represented to tins 
Committee that he has been at considerable expense in 
conducting the prisoners from Machias to Head-Quarters, 
and desires to be repaid ; but this matter not being within 
the powers with which this Committee is vested, they beg 
leave to recommend jhe consideration of this case to the 
honourable Congress. 

— July 14, 1775.' 

Passed upon Mr. Ingerjield' s Account, amounting to 
one Pound, four Shillings, for which an order was given 
him .on the Committee of Supplies. 

Whereas, some evil-minded persons, taking advantage of 
the confusion occasioned by the Battles of Lexington and 
Charlestown, have plundered and carried off into several 
parts of this and the neighbouring Colonies sundry Goods 
and Household Furniture, belonging to some of the un- 
happy sufferers of Boston and ChqrlestQwn: therefore, 

Resolved, That the Selectmen and Committees, of Cor- 
respondence in the several Towns and Districts within this 
Colony, and also the Town Officers in the neighbouring 
Colonies, be, and they hereby are, severally and earnestly 
requested to inspect their several. Towns and .Districts, and 
if they should discover any such Goods or Household 
Furniture, such officers are desired to send all such effects 
to the office of Mr, Joseph Peirce Palmer, Quartermas- 
ter-General, in Cambridge, for the benefit of the true and 
rightful proprietors. 

Passed upon Edward Goodwin, Jr.'s Account, amount- 
ing to eleven Pounds, nine Shillings, and four Pence, and 
a certificate was given him accordingly, 

" Received of the Committee of Safety, for the use of 

Colonel Doolittle's Regiment, one Small-Arm, appraised 

at two Pounds, fourteen Shillings, for which I promise to 

account with the Colony, unless it should be lost inaction. 

■-..-" Benj. Holden, Lieutenant- Colonel." 

." Received of the Committee of Safety, for the use of 
my Regiment, five Small-Arms, amounting, by appraise- 
ment, to twelve Pounds, six Shillings ; which Guns I 
promise to account for, unless lost in action. 

" J. Brewer, Colonel." 

The Commissary-General is directed to supply Jonathan 
Blaisdel, Daniel Call, and Obadiah Bagor, Armourers in 
the Colony service, with Provisions. 

July 15, 1775. 

Mr. Sanger was directed to put as much Hay into the 
General's Barns in this Town as they will receive ; any 
orders to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Passed upon Richard HunnewelVs Account, amounting, 
as by copy on file, to nine Pounds, nine Shillings, and gave 
him a certificate for the Committee on Accounts, 

"Received, of the Committee of Safety, for the use of 
my Regiment, five Small-Arms, amounting, as by ap- 
praisement, to nine. Pounds, twelve Shillings; which Guns 
I promise to acccount for, unless lost in action. 

." "_ " Moses Little, Colonel." 

Complaint having been made to this Committee by the 
Hon. General Ward, and other officers in the Army, that 
several men were v dangerously sick, and their. lives would 
be greatly hazarded except immediate application of Medi- 
cine he made to them, and that the Surgeons of some of 
the Regiments had applied but could not obtain any, a 
Sub-Committee was therefore chosen to visit the Hospital, 
and to see the Surgeons; and, upon inquiry, found there 
were no sfich Medicines as are immediately wanted: there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That the lives of some part of the Army are 
in great danger for want of Medicines; and notwithstanding 
the commission ;of. the Committee of Safety does not adniit 
of directiori'Jn this., matter, that Mr, Commissary Craigie 
be desired, to procure, at the expense of the Colony, such 
Medicines as may be imrffe'diately and absolutely necessary. 

In consequence of which, the following Order was given 
Mr. Commissary Craigie, viz : - 

"Sift: You are, hereby desired immediately to'supply 
the store under your care with such Medicines as are 
absolutely necessETy for the present relief, of the sick in 
the ArniyV" -■;'-■■' " ..,...,,--. 



"Heceived of the Committee of Safety, as Recruiting 
Officers for the Massachusetts Forces, an order on Henry 
Gardner, Esq., Receiver-General, for four Pounds each, 
which, when paid, we promise to be accountable for^aid 
sum, respectively, to this Colony. 

Stephen Jewit, Lieut, in Col. Woodbridge's Regiment. 
Robert Hamilton, of Col. WoodBridge's Regiment. 
M. Pease, Ensign in Col. Woodbridge's Regiment. 
William Smith, Lieut., in Col. Woodbridge's Regiment. 
Timothy Read, Lieut, in Col. Woodbridge's Regiment. 
Natii'l Cushinc, Lieut, in Col. Jona. Brewer's Regiment. 
Benj. Bqwne, Capt. in the late Col. Ga rdne r's Regiment. 
■ Josiah Warren, Lieut, in the Tate Col. G ard ner's Reg't. 
Zebadiah Sarin, Lieut, in Col. Patterson's Regiment. 
Moses Ashley, Lieut, in Col. Patterson's Regiment. 
Wm. Boden, Lieut, in Col. Patterson's Regiment. 
Eliphalet Hastings, Lieut, in Col. Jona. Brewer's Reg't, 
Wm. Clark, Lieut in Col. Patterson's Regiment. 
Bartho, Trow, Lieut, of the late Col. Gardner's Reg't. 
Charles Dibbell, Capt. in CoI.Tatterson's Regiment. 
John Wyman, Lieut, in Col. Patterson^ Regiment. 
William Goodr:ch, Capt. in Col. Patterson's Regiment. 
Jehoiakim Mtojhksin, Capt. in Col, Patterson's Tlegiment. 
David Goodenough, Lieut, of the late Col. Gardner's Reg't. 
Moses Harvey, Capt. in Col. Jonathan Brewer'sTIogiment. 
Joshua L, Wqqdbridge, Lieut, in Col. Woodbridge's Regt. 
Benjamin Brown, Lieut, of Col. Prescotl's Regiment. 
Thomas Butler, of Col. Scammon's Regiment. 
James Matthews, Second Lieut, in Col. Mansfield's Reg't. 

. Whereas, Mr. Seth Brown, who lately had the care of 
the Artillery Horses at Cambridge, resigned that employ- 
ment, upon which this Committee recommended to the_ 
Committee of Supplies to appoint Mr. Thomas Organ to the 
care of said Horses instead of said Brown; but the said 
Committee of Supplies having signified to this Committee 
that such appointment was not within their commission; 
but was, as they apprehended, within ours, and accordingly 
returned said recommendation with their reply upon the 
back thereof: And whereas, the publick safety requires that 
said Horses should be taken proper care of, and always Itept 
in readiness for use npon the shortest notice; therefore, 

Resolved, That although said appointment is not within, 
but even contrary to the commission of this Committee,' 
yet, apprehending that it is absolutely necessary for the 
publick service that an Hostler should _ be ^appointed for 
that employment, and no other mode, of appointment ap- 
pearing in this time of the recess of Congress ; do, for the 
reasons assigned, appoint said Organ to the care of said 
Horses, for the purpose aforesaid, until further orders. 

,, ht rm j-\ "Cambridge, July 15, 1775. 

"Mr. Thomas Organ: V J - 

" At your request, and confiding in your fidelity and dili- 
gence, we hereby appoint you to the care of the Artillery 
Horses at Cambridge, until further orders, 

" You are not ohly to take care of said horses, but are to 
hold them at all times, by night as well as by day, in rea- 
diness for immediate service, with their harnesses complete, 
and not to be used in any service but such_ as the General 
shall direct." , , 

7 ~july 16, 1775. 

"Received of the Committee of Safety, as Recruiting 
Officers for the Massachusetts Forces, an order on Henry 
Gardner, Esq., Receiver-General, for four. Pounds each, 
which, when paid, we promise to be accountable for said 
sum, respectively, to this Colony. 

John Goss, Lieut, in Col. Prescott's Regiment. 
Christopher Grant, Lieut, in Col. Bond's Regiment. 
Jedediah Thayer, Lient. in Col. Bond's Regiment. 
John Mayo, Lieut, in Col. Woodbridgo's Regiment. 
John Bacon, Lieut, in Col. Patteregn^s .Regiment. 
Robert Oliver, Capt. in Cot. TJodlittle's Regiment. 
Jonathan Hill, Lieut, in Col, Njxo'njs Regiment. 
Joseph Mixer, Lieut, in Col, Nison's" Regiment. 
"Charles Smith, Lieut, in Col. Sergeant's Regiment. 

~ ..-..'.'- July 1Y, 1775. 

The following Resolution was adopted, and transmitted 
to the. Provincial Congress : 

In Committee of Safety, Cambridge, July. 17, 1775. 

Whereas, the honourable Provincial Congress by a com- 
mission issued to this Corrrmqtee, bearing date July 8th, 
have authorized and empowered this_ Cqmmjttge to make 
such further provision for the reception, sustenance, and 
support of the Poor of Boston and Charlestown as have 
or may come out of said Towns, as shall appear necessary 
for their comfortable support, according^ the Intention of 
Congress: this Committee, although ever ready to obey 
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all the orders and directions of the honourable Congress 
that they may receive, are, notwithstanding, of opinion, 
that the above order respecting the poor inhabitants of the 
Towns of Boston and Charlestown is of such importance, 
and requires such attention to carry it into execution, that 
this Committee presume, with permission, that it will better 
answer the purposes designed, should a special Committee 
for that purpose be appointed by the honourable Congress, 
the business already before this Committee being such as . 
will not admit of their attending to this matter unless they 
shoulcTneglect other Business of importance. The Com- 
mittee therefore pray the honourable Congress would take 
this affair under consideration, and conduct therein as to' 
them in their wisdom shall seem meet. 

Attest: William Coopeh, Secretary. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress. 

July 18, 1775. 
" Received of the Committee of Safety, for the use of 
my Regiment, two Fire-Arms, amounting, as by appraise- 
ment, to five Pounds, which I promise to account for unless 
lost in battle. John Mansfield, Colonel." 

July 20,1775. 

^ " Received of the Committee of Safety, for the use of 
my Regiment, two Fire-Arms, amounting, as by appraise- 
ment, to the sum of four Pounds, ten Shillings, which. I 
promise to account for to the Colony, unless lost in the 
service. " John Mansfield, Colonel." 

"Received of the Committee of Safety, for the use of 
my Regiment, three Fire-Arms, amounting, as by appraise- 
ment, to the sum of six Pounds, eight Shillings, which ] 
promise to account for to the Colony, unless lost in the 
service. .._,--_ John Mansfield, Colonel." 

" Received of the Committee, for delivering out Fire- 
Arms, for the use of my Regiment, seven Fire-Arms, 
amounting, as by appraisement, to the sum of twelve 
Pounds, thirteen Shillings, and four Pence, which I pro- 
mise to account for to the Colony unless lost in the service. 
"John Mansfield, Colonel." 

July 25, 1775. 

The following account of the late battle of Charlestown, 
prepared in obedience to a Resolution of the Provincial 
Congress, was presented, accepted, and ordered to be trans- 
mitted to Great Britain : 

" In Provincial Congress, Watertown, July 7, 1775. 

" In compliance with a Resolve of the Committee of 
Safety, recommending that a Committee be appointed to 
draw up, and transmit to Great Britain, a fair and impar- 
tial account of the late battle of Charlestown, as soon as 
possible, 

" Ordered, That the said Committee of Safety be a Com- 
mittee for that purpose, and that they likewise be a Stand- 
ing Committee for that and like purposes." 
" A true extract from the Minutes: 

"Samuel Fheeman, Secretary." 

In Committee of Safety, July 25, 1775. 

In obedience to the above order of Congress, this Com- 
mittee have inquired into the premises, and upon the best 
information obtained, find that the commanders of the New- 
England Army had, about the 14th ult., received advice 
that General Gage had issued orders for a party of the 
Troops under his command to post themselves on Bun- 
ker's Hill, a promontory just at the entrance of the pen- 
insula of Charlestown, which orders were soon to be exe- 
cuted. Upon which it was determined, with the advice 
of this Committee, to send a party, who might erect some 
fortifications upon said hill, and defeat this design of our 
enemies. Accordingly, on the 16th ult. orders were issued 
that a detachment of one thousand men should that even- 
ing march to Charlestown, and intrench upon that hill. 
Just before nine o'clock they left Cambridge, and proceed- 
ed to Breed's Hill, situated on the farther part of the pen- 
insula next to Boston; for by some mistake, this hill was 
(narked out for the intrenchment instead of the other. 
JVfany things, being necessary to be done preparatory to 
the intrenchments being thrown up, (which could not be 
done before lest, the enemy should discover and defeat the 



design,) it was nearly twelve o'clock before the works were 
entered upon ; they were then carried on with the utmost 
diligence and alacrity, so that by the dawn of the day they 
had thrown up a small redoubt, about eight rods square. 
At this time a heavy fire began from the enemy's ships, a 
number of floating batteries, and from a fortification of the 
enemy's upon Copy's Hill in Boston, directly opposite to 
our little redoubt. An incessant shower of shot and bombs 
was rained by these upon our works, by which only one 
man fell ; the Provincials continued to labour indefatigably 
till they had thrown up a small breast work, extending 
from the east side of the redoubt to the bottom of the hill, 
but were prevented completing it by the intolerable fire 
of the enemy. " 

Between twelve and one o'clock a number of boats and 
barges, filled with the Regular Troops from Boston, were 
observed approaching towards Charlestown. ^ These troops 
landecT at a place called Moreton's Point, situated a little 
to the eastward of our works. This Brigade formed upon 
their landing, and stood thus formed till a second detach- 
ment arrived from Boston to join them. Having sent out 
large flank guards, they began a very slow march towards 
our lines. At this instant smoke and flames were seen to 
arise from the Town of Charjestoivn, which had been, set 
on fire by the enemy, that the "smoke might cover their 
attack upon our lines, and perhaps with a design to rout.or 
destroy one or two Regiments of Provincials who had been 
posted in that Town. If either of these was their design, 
they were disappointed, for the wind shifting on a sudden, 
carried the smoke another way, and the Regiments were 
already removed. The Provincials, within their intrench- 
ments, impatiently awaited the attack of the enemy, and 
reserved their fire till they came within ten or twelve rods, 
and then began a furious discharge of small-arms. This 
fire arrested the enemy, which they for some time return- 
ed, without advancing a step, and then retreated in disorder, 
and with great precipitation, to the place of landing ; and 
some of them sought refuge even within their boats.. Here 
the officers were observed by the spectators on the opposite 
shore, to run down to them, using the most passionate ges- 
tures, and pushing the men forward with their swords. At 
length they were rallied, and marched up with apparent 
reluctance towards the intrenchrnent. The Americans 
again reserved their fire until the enemy came up wjtbin 
five or six rods, and a second time put the Regulars to 
flight, who ran in great confusion towards their boats. Simi- 
lar and superiour exertions were now necessarily made by 
the officers, which, notwithstanding the men discovered an 
almost insuperable reluctance to fighting in this cause, were 
again successful. They formed once more, and having 
brought some cannon to bear in such a manner as to„rake 
the inside of the breastwork from on? end. of it to the other, 
the Provincials retreated within their little fort. The Min- 
isterial Army now made a decisive effort; the fire from the 
ships and batteries, as well as from the cannon in the front 
of their Army, was redoubled. The officers in "the rear of 
their Army were observed to goad forward, the men with 
renewed exertions, and they attacked the redoubt on three 
sides at once. The breastwork on the outside, of the fort 
was abandoned ; the ammunition of the Provincials was 
expended, and few of their arms were fixed with bayonets. 
Can it then be wondered that "the word was given by the 
commander of the party, to retreat ? But this he delayed 
till the redoubt was half filled with Regulars, and the Pro- 
vincials had kept the enemy at bay some time, confrontinD- 
them with the but-end of their muskets. 

The retreat of this little handful of brave men would_ 
have been effectually cut off, had it not happened that the 
flanking party of the enemy, which was to have come up on 
the back of the redoubt, was checked by a party of Pro- 
vincials, who fought with the utmost bravery, and. kept 
them from advancing farther than the beach. The engage- 
ment of these two parties was kept up with the utmost 
vigour ; and it must be acknowledged that this party of the 
Ministerial Troops evidenced a courage worthy of a better 
cause. All their efforts, however, were insufficient to com- 
pel the Provincials to retreat, till their main body had left 
the hill. Perceiving this, was done, they then-gave ground, 
but with more regularity than could be expected of troops 
who had no longer been under discipline, and many of 
whom never before saw an engagement. 
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In this retreat the Americans had to pass over the neck, 
which joins the peninsula of Charlestown to the main land. 
This neck was commanded by the Glasgow man-of-war 
and two floating batteries, placed in such a manner as that 
their shot raked every part of It. The incessant fire kept 
up across this neck, had, from the beginning of the en- 
gagement, prevented any considerable re-enforcement from 
getting to the Provincials upon the hill, and it was feared 
would cut off their retreat, but they retired over it with little 
or. no loss. ~ - 

With a ridiculous parade of triumph, the Ministerial 
Troops again took possession of the hill, which had served 
them as a retreat in their flight from the battle of Concord. 
It was expected that they would prosecute the supposed 
advantage they had gained, by marching immediately to 
Cambridge, which was distant about two miles, and which 
was not then in a state of defence; This they failed to 
do. The wonder excited by such conduct soon ceased, 
when, by the best accounts from Boston, we were told that 
of three thousand men who marched out upon this expe-_ 
dition, no less than fifteen hundred, (ninety-two of whom 
were commissioned officers,) were killed or wounded, and 
about twelve hundred of them either killed or mortally 
wounded. Such a slaughter was perhaps never before 
made upon British Troops in the space of about an hour, 
during which the heat of the engagement lasted, by about 
fifteen hundred men, which were the most that were at any 
time engaged on the American side. 

The loss of the Mew-England Army amounted, accord- 
ing to an exact return, to one hundred and forty-five killed 
and missing, and three hundred and four wounded. Thirty 
of the first were wounded and taken prisoners by the ene- 
my. Among the dead was Major General Joseph Warren, 
a man whose memory will be endeared to his countrymen, 
and to the worthy in every part and age of the world, so 
long as virtue and valour shall be esteemed among man- 
kind. The heroick Colonel Gardner, of Cambridge, has 
since died of his wounds ; and the brave Lieutenant- 
Colonel Parker, of Chelmsford, who was wounded and 
taken prisoner, perished in Boston jail. These three, with 
Major Moore and Major Mc Clary, who nobly struggled in 
the cause of their country, were the only officers of dis- 
tinction which we lost. Some officers of great worth, 
though inferiour in rank, were killed, whom we deeply 
lament; but the officers and soldiers in general who were 
wounded, are in a fair way of recovery. 

The Town of Charlestown, the buildings of which were 
in general large and elegant, and which contained effects 
belonging to the unhappy sufferers in Boston to a very 
great amdunr, was entirely destroyed ; and its chimneys and 
cellars now present a prospect to the Americans, exciting 
an indignation in their bosoms which nothing can appease 
but. the sacrifice of those miscreants, who have introduced 
desolation and havock into these once happy abodes of 
liberty, peace, and plenty. 

Though the officers and soldiers of the Ministerial Army 
meanly exujt in having gained this ground, yet they cannot 



but attest to the bravery of our troops, and acknowledge 
that the battles of Fontenoy and Minden, according to the 
numbers engaged, and the time the engagements continued, 
were not to be compared with this ; and, indeed, the laurels 
of Minden were totally blasted in the battle of Charles- 
town. The "round purchased, thus dearly purchased by 
the British Troops, affords them no advantage against the 
American Army, now strongly Intrenched on a neighbour- 
ing eminence. The Continental Troops, nobly animated 
from the justice of their cause, sternly urge to decide the 
contest by the sword ; but we wish for no farther effusion 
of blood, if the freedom and peace of America can be 
secured without it. But. if it must be otherwise, we are 
determined to struggle. We disdain life without liberty. 

Oh, Britons! Be wise for yourselves before it is too 
late, and secure a commercial intercourse, with the Ameri- 
can Colonies before it is forever lost ; disarm your Minis- 
terial assassins ; put an end to this unrighteous and unna- 
tural war, and suffer not any rapacious despots to amuse 
you with the unprofitable ideas of your right to tax and 
officer the Colonies, till the most profitable and advanta- 
geous trade you have is irrecoverably lost. Be wise for 
yourselves, and the Americans will contribute to and re- 
joice in your prosperity. J. Palmer, per order. 

" In regard to what 1 know of the setting fire to Charles- 
town, on the 17th of June, is : I was on Copp's Hill at the 
landing of the Troops in Charlestown ; and about one hour 
after the Troops were landed, orders came .down to set fire 
to the Town, and soon after a carcass was discharged from 
the hill, which set fire to one of the old houses just above 
the ferry ways ; from that the meeting-house and several 
other houses were set on fire by carcasses ; and the houses 
at the eastern end of the Town were set qd. fire by men 
landed out of the boats. William Cockran." 

" Middlesex, ss., August 16, 1775 : -- •_ 

" Then William Cochran personally appeared before me, 
the subscriber, and made solemn oath to the truth of the 
within Deposition. James Otis, 

A Justice of the Peace through the Province of the 
Massachusetts-Bay , in New-England." 

[The foregoing account of the battle of Charlestown was 
transmitted to London soon after the date, accompanied 
with a letter to Arthur Lee, Esq., of which the following 
is a copy, viz :] 

" In Committee of Safety, Watertown, July 25, 1775'. 

" Sir : The Committee of Safety of this Colony having 
been ordered by the honourable Provincial Congress to 
draw up and transmit to Great Britain a, Mr andjmpartial 
account of the late battle of Charlestown, beg leave to 
enclose the same to you, desiring you to insert the same 
in the publick papers, so that the European world may be 
convinced of the causeless and unexampled cruelty with 
which the British Ministry have treated the innoceqt Ame- 
rican Colonies. We are, Sir, with great respect, your 
most humble servants, J. Palmer, per order. 

" To Arthur Lee, Esq., at London." 



MASSACHUSETTS PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

At a Congress of Delegates from the several Towns 
and. Districts in the Colony, of the Massachusetts-Bay, 
began and held at the Meeting-House in Watertown, the 
thirty-first day of May, 1775 : 

Mr. Samuel Freeman^ was unanimously chosen Secretary, 
and the Hon. Joseph Warren, Esquire, President. 

Resolved, That the Congress will now proceed to hear 
the Returns and consider .the qualifications of the Members. 

The Returns being read, it appeared that the following 
gentlemen were elected by the inhabitants of their respec- 
tive Towns to represent them in this Congress, viz: 

FOR THE.^COUNTY or SUFFOLK. 

Boston. — The Honourable Thomas Cushing, Esq., Mr. 
Samuel Adams, Hon. John Hancock, Esq., Joseph 
Warren, Esq., Mr. John Pitts, Benjamin Church, Jun., 
. Esq., Mr. Oliver Wendall. 

RoxBURT.-r-Captain Aaron Davis. 

Dorchester..— Colonel Robinson, Mr. James Robinson. 



Milton. — Captain Daniel Vose. 

Braintree. — Colonel Joseph Palmer. 

Weymouth.— Deacon Nathaniel Bailey. 

Hingham and Cohasset. — Benjamin Lincoln, Esq. 

Dedham. — Hon. Samuel Dexter, Esq., Mr. Abner Ellis. 

Medfield.— Mr. Daniel Perry. 

Wrentham. — Mr. Jabez_Fisher, Mr. Lemuel Kollock. 

Brookline. — -Captain Benjamin White. 

Stoughton.- — Mr. Thomas Crane. 

Medway.— Captain Jonathan Adqms, Mr. Moses, Adams. 

Needham. — 'Colonel William Mcintosh. . , . 

Walpole. — Mr. Enoch Ellis. 

Bellingham, — Dr. John Corbet. 

Chelsea. — JJeacon John Sale. 

COUNTY OF ESSEX. 

Salem. — Hon. Richard Darby, Mr. John Pickering, Jun., 

Captain Samuel Williams, Mr. Daniel Hopkins. 
Danvers.— Dr. Samuel Holten, Capt. William Shillaber. 
Ipswich. — Col. Michael Farley, Dummer_Jewett,F,s([. 
Newbury.'^ — Joseph Gerrish, Esquire. 
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Newburyport. — Captain Jonathan Greenleaf, Mr. iSVe- 

phen Cross. 
Marblehead.— Azor Orne, Esq., Mr. Elbridge Gerry, 

Captain Jonathan Glover, Mr. Joshua Orne. , 
Ltnn. — Mr. Edward Johnson. 
Andover. — Mr. Samuel Phillips, Junior. 
Beverley. — Captain Josiah Batchelder, Junior. 
Rowley.— Mr. Nathaniel Mighill. 
SALisBUHY.^-Major Nathaniel Currier. 
Haverhill.— Mr. Jonathan Webster, Junior. ~ "■". 
Gloucejj^er.— Col. Peter Coffin, M_aj. Sam' I Whittemore, 
Boxford.— Captain Asa Perley. 
. Alms bury .— Captain Caleb Pillsbury. 
Wenham. — Mr. Benjamin Fairfield. 
Tqpsfield. — Deacon John Gould. 
Met huen.— Mr. James Ingalls. 
Middleton.— Mr. Ajchelaus Fuller. 
Bradford;- — Deacon Thomas Kimball,* 
Manc hester. — (None.) 

" ; County' of Middlesex.. 
Cambridge. — Mr, Abner Watson,^ Capt. Charles Fuller.% 
Charlesjown,— -MessrsJiichardDevens, David Cheever. 
Watertown. — Captain Jonathan Brown. 
Wobuhn.— - Josiah Johnson, Esquire. 
Concord.— -Colonel James Barrett. . 
Newto n.— 'Atraham F uller, Esquire. 
Reading. — Mr. John Temple. 
Marlborough,.— Mr, Peter Bent. 
Billerica.; — William Stickney, Esquire. 
Framingh4m.: — Joseph Haven, Esq., Capt. Josiah Stone. 
LEXiNGjopr.^-Peacpn Jonas Stone. 
Chelmsford^-— Colonel Simeon Spaulding. 
Sudbury. — IDeacon Thomas Plympton. 
Malden. — -Captain Ebenezer Harnden. 
Weston. — Colonel Braddyl Smith, 
Medford.— Mr. Benjamin Hall, Mr. Stephen Hall, 3d. 
Hopkinton. — Captain John Holmes'. 
Westfqrd.— Captain Joseph Read, 
Groton. — :Hon . Ja mes Prescott, Esquire, 
Peppereli,.— rCaptain Edmund Bancroft. 
Waltham.— Mr, Jacob Bigelow, 
Stow.— Henry Gardner, Esquire. 
SHEBBUHN^—Mr. Daniel Whitney. 
Littletonv— Mr. Abel Jeweft. ■ 

Townsh end. — TVIr. Israel Hobart. 
STOSEJrA^i-^Captaln Samuel Sprague. 
Wilmingtoi^-— Captain Timothy Walker. 
Dracut. — 'Deacon Amos Bradley. 
HoLLTSTO^^CoJoneJ ^iwcr 'Perry. 
Acton,— Mr. Josiah Hay ward. 
TEWKSBURY^r-^lr. Ezra Kendall. 
DunstTbxe^-JoA^ Tyng, Esq., James Tyng, Esq., Mr, 

Joel Parkhurst. 
Lincoln.— ^Major Eleazer Brooks, 

■',- -v COUNTY OF HAMPSHIRE. 

Springfield^— Mr. John Hale, Mr. Edward Chapin. 
West-Springfield. — Major Benjamin Ely, Dr. Chaun- 

Cey Brewer. 
NoRTHAMPjoN.-^JosepA Hawley, Esq., Mr. MiasLyman. 
WiLBRAHAk.— Major John Bliss. 
South-Hadley and Gran by. — Captain Phineas Smith, 

Mr. Noah Goodman.^ 
Hatfield.— Jwo. Dickenson, Jno. Hastings, Elihu White. 
Westfield,— Col.. John Mosely, Col. Elisha Parks. 
G ree nfield .^zM r . Samuel JJ-ins dale, 
Hadley. — XJoTonel Elisha Porter. 
Sunderlan d a nd Montague.— Captain Israel Hubbart, 

Doctor Mose s Gunn,_ 
Brimfteltj, Monson, an3 ^outh-Brimfield.— Colonel 

Timothy Danlelson. 
NoRTflFTET.p.— Mr,_F/uVjea$ Wright. . 
Blanford.* — Deacon William Boies, Capt. William Knox. 
Granville. — Timothy Robinson, Esq., Mr. Nathan Barlo. 
FALMER.-r-CapFaih David Spear. • 

New-Kalem".— Lieutenant Amos Foster. 
Belchertown.— Captain Nathaniel Dwight. 

* Col. Daniel .Thurston.— Lincoln, p. 274. 
t Mr. Abraham Watson, — Lincoln, p. 274. 
} Captain Samuel Thatcher. — Lincoln, p. 274. 
§ Lincoln, p. 275j_ 
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Colrain. — -Lieutenant Hezekiah Smith. 
Greenwich. — Mr. Joseph Hendrick. 
Amherst,— Nathaniel Dickinson, Junior. 
Chesterfield.— Captain Benjamin Bonney. 
Shutesbury.— ^-Mr. John Hamilton. 
Williamsburgh. — Mr. Josiah Dwight. 
Shelburne. — Deacon Samuel Fellows. 
Ware. — Joseph Foster, Esquire. 
Ludlow.— Captain Joseph Miller. 
Worthington,— Doctor JWoses Morse. 
Whateley.— Mr, Noah Wells', Mr. Salmon White. 
Warwick. — Colonel Samuel Williams. 

'"'-'■' county of Berkshire^ T ~'~ 
Sheffield, Great-Barrington, Egremont, and Al- 

fotrb.— Mr, William Whiting. 
Tyringham. — Major Giles Jackson. 
Stockbkidge. — Timothy Edwards, Esquire, Jerathmiel 

Woodbridge, Esquire. .■...--- ------- 

Lenox.— Captain Caleb Hyde. 
Williamstown. — Mr. Samuel Kellogg. 
Richmond.— Captain Elijah Brown. 
Sandisfield.— -Deacon Samuel Smith. 
Tyringham;— Mv^JElijah Warren, John Chadwick, Esq, 
Levehett,— -(None .) 

K , : r COUNTY OF. WORCESTER, .. _ 

WoRCESTER.^-Mr. David Jiancrofi. 
Lancaster.— -Y)x._ William Dmsmore, Deacon Thomas 
Fairbanks. .. ...... ~. .--_ .-- ■ . _ - L ■• -- 

Bnoo]awiEisD.^—JedediaJi_Fqster, Esquire. 
Oxford.— Edward Davis, Esquire. " ----■--;-■ r; - 

Sutton.-— Captain Henry King, Mr. Amos SingletaryC 
Rutland.— Mr. John Fessenden. 
Hutchinson.— John Caldwell, Esquire. 
Oakham.— Captain Isaac Stone. ,.;„,.. 

Leicester, and. Spencer..' — Deacon Oliver Watson. 
Paxton.— Reverend Alexander Thayer; . " . 

Westborough.— -Captain Stephen maynard. 
Shrewsbury.— rMr. Daniel Hsminway. " "' _ 

Lunenburgh.— Doctor John Taylor. 
Fitchburgh.— Mr. Joseph Fox. 
- Uxbridge.-— Mr- Abner Rawsow. . ; 
HARVARD.-^-Mr. Joseph Wheeler. . 
Bolton. —Captain Samuel Baker_. 
Stuebhidge.— Captain Timothy Parker. "' 
Hardwick. — Captain William Page. ~ 

Grafton,— Doctor Joseph Batchelder. 

NEW-BRAiNTREE.-^-Major James Woods.- 

Dudley.— Major William Learned. 

SouTHBORoucp.— rLieutenant William Collins. 

Upton. — Mr. Abiel Sadler. 

Leominster.— Deacon 'Israel Nichols. _ 

Holden. — Mr. John Child. ~:.:z~.":- T . 

Western.— Simeon Dwight, Esquire. ' - _ 

Douglass.— -Deacon Jeremiah Whiting. 

Athol.— Captain JohnHaven, ■' : ™-™:™:- : \z 

Petersham,— Colonel Jonathan Grout, . _.. 

Westminster,— Deacon Nathan Wood. 

Templeton.— Mr. Jonathan Baldwin. 

Princeton. — Mr.JkTo«cs Gill. . ...... r - 

RoYALSTON. — -(None.) 
HuBBARDSTONj^-Lfeutenant JVilliarn Muzzy. 
Charlton. — Reverend.CaZcS Curtis. ._IT__'. '....- _^ 

Northborouch,— -Mr. ' Levi Brigham, I'.~" 

couNTT op plymoutb.;^' ~~~~~, 
Plymouth,— Hon, James Warren;; Mr. Isaajyjjoihrpp. 
Scituate.— Nathan dishing, Esquire, ; ~ 
Duxburt. — Mr. George Partridge. 

Marshfield.— Mr. Benjamin Jyhiu, 

Bridgewater.— Colonel Edward j^tchell^Z 
MiDDLEBORpucir.^-Captai.n Joshua White. 
Pembroke,— Mr, John Turner, Mr. Jeremiah Hall, Mr 

Edward Thomas. J ; .". : .l :Ll. " .- " Yr.™"T!!2^ \1 ".'.' 

Rochester;— -Major Ebenezer White. - - 

Plympton.— -Captain Seth Cushing.- :.~ V" :! 
Kingston.— -Ronouxahte William Sever, Esquire, Deacon 

Ebenezer Wmblmpi,.. . . ".': ..:]. '".L ,1^— — -.-".." 
Hanover, — -Colonel Joseph Cushing. 
AriNGTDN,— Doctor David Jones'. " '__ ^7 ' 
Halifax.=- Mr. Ebenezer Thompson. ; ;~ " ' 
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BAHNSTABXi;,^ColQnel Joseph Otis, Daniel Davis, Esq. 
YARMOTJT H. = ^p aptain Elisha Basset. 
^NByvicja^-^fT f _StephenNve, Col. Nathaniel Freeman. 
Eastham,— Mr, Amqs.Kngwles. , , 
Wellfleet.— -Colonei Elisha, Cobb. 
HARwiciK^Mr. Joseph Nye. 
lALMOUTH.-^J4r._^fg«M Swift. 
Chatham. — -Colonel Joseph Doan. 
Truro. — Mr. Samuel Harding. 

- . . ? f COWTY OF BRISTOL. 

XAVNTOX.—Mgbcrl TreatJPaine, Esq., Colonel George 
'Wiltiams, Captain Simeon Williams. .''_'_' 

Rehobqth.— -Capt. Thompson Carpenter, Mr. Ephraim 
^'[Starkweqther._ ^ , __ _ ,.-,,,., . » ^, ,- „, ,„ 

SwANz.ET.— Col. Jerat hmiel Bowers, Mr. Philip Slead. 

Dartmouth.-— Hon. Walter Spooncr, Esquire, and Ben- 
jamin Aikin, Esquire. 

Attlejborpugh.— Captain John Stearns. ""' " 

pmnTON.— .Ezra Richmond, Esquire, and Doctor WU- 

., ham Baylies. 

Freetown.— Mr. Thomas Durfee. 
: ^ t orton ajid M,A^sriEJLD,-^Captain William Holmes. 
' Easton, : — Mr. Benjamin Pettingil. 

Raynham. — Mr. Benjamin King^r ■-■- 

"Berkley. — Mr. jSamucl Tobuj, Junior. 

,- , - COUNTY OF YORK, 

York. — Mr. Daniel Bragdon. 

Kit^^y. ^-Edward, putt, Esquire. 

Wells .—(None.) 

Be ryvick.— Major Ichabod Goodwin. 

Arundei^-- Mr. Jphn Homy' 

Biddefotid.— -James Sullivan, Esquire. ._-... 

■ ."',''-■ _:V s.iiw COtTNTY OF CUMBERLAND. -'- 

"' ' '- ■_• ^l-" : i'- '" 3^ ^ ■'-.'-' " '.',"■ "-.*•'■". '- ; - . : .. - 

FALMouTErand Cape Elizabeth.— Mr. Samuel Freeman. 
Gorham,— Captain Bryant Morton. 
BRroswjCK._^-Cq l r qn e) Samuel Thompson. - 
North- YAmiQVTH.r^Pa^id^iiJchellj Esquire. 

Pownaleorough.— Mr, - T\mot^.y Langdon. 
GEOEGETpwN:"and ^WoQLvvrcH.-— Capt. Samuel McCobb. 
TqpsHAH.— -Mr. James Fujton. 

,#n^,%^*^O^^OT r OTKES,,CO : PNTY v . ; ; ; ; 

CHiLMARK.H-(None.) ,.. 

Ti^BURX^r James Athearn, Esquire. 
EugartonT— Mr. Beriah Norton. 






^cocnty^'of Nantucket. — (None.) 

j. .,_-, VT f . ■ . , ,» Wednesday, May 31, 1775. 

^..fe/r^'That'Dr.'jM/cK, Mr. JPateon, and Colonel 
Lincoln, be a Committee to wait on the Rev. Dr. Lang- 

.don, and jnlbrm him_ that this Congress are now ready to 
attend diving service,^ and request his attendance. 
" Resolved, That four o'clock this afternoon be assigned 
for the consideration of the .return of Members from Hard- 

._picti, Eastham, and several other Towns. 

,;"•- Ordered, ^h^M'r. Brown, Dr. Taylor, and Colonel 
,Sayer, be"a Committee to wait on the Commanding Officer 
of .the Milljtm pftjiis Town, to thank him for his .polite 
pffej; to escort the Congress to the" Meeting-Housi, and to 
inform hija jhat ast hi s 'Cqngrbssjare now sitting, the Con- 
gress think it ne'edless to withdraw for that purpose; but 
will, with^h^JReverend Gentlemen of the Clergy, attend 
them to Mrs. Coolidge's, if they please to escort them 
thither, when the Congress adjourns. 

--,«••- > Afternoon. 

Ordered', That Mr. Gill, Dr. Whiting, Mr. Pitts, Mr. 
Jewett, and Col. Lincoln, be a Committee to return the 
thanks of thk^Congress to the Rev. Dr. Langdon for his 
excellent Sennon ^d elivered to the Congress in the fore- 
noon, an3 to desjreja copy of it for the press. 
i Ordered Tjiat'Dr.^ Taylor ^ Mr. Pitts, and Mr. Green- 
leaf, be a Committee to consider some method for supply- 
ing the Soldiers Immediately with advance Pay, and also 
to consider aTetter fiom General Thomas on that subject. 



Mejolvedj 'Thsit a. copy of the Resolve of the last Con<- 
gress relative to providing the Army with Chaplains, be 
laid before the Reverend Gentlemen of the Clergy, now in 
convention at Watertown. 

The Order of the Day moved for. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher, Col. Bowers, Col. Gerrish, 
Mr. Bayley, and Mr. Slead, be a Committee to consider 
the two returns of Members from Eastham. 

The ret urns of th ree Members hom IJa rdw ick , who are 
to attend this .Congress severally, (each two months,) was 
approved of. J =I _ — 

The Committee appointed to consider General Thomas's 
Letter reported verbally; the Report was accepted, and 
ordered to be committed to writing, ancTone copy sent to the 
Camp at Cambridge, and another to the Camp at Roxbury. 

Ordered, That Col. Palmer, Mr. Williams, and Deacon 
Cheever, be a Committee to introduce to this Congress's 
Committee from the Reverend Gentlemen of the Clergy, in 
convention at Watertown, now at the door. 

The Committee were accordingly introduced, and in- 
formed the Congress_ that the said Convention would be 
glad of the use of the Meeting-House to-morrow morning, 
eight o'clock. Then thesaid Committee withdrew. 

Ordered, That Col. Palmer, "M r. WiUiams , and Tieacon 
Cheever, be a Committee to jnfojrr^the R_ev_erend Gentle- 
menj'of the Convention that this Congress comply with 
their request ; and that the Committee lay before the said 
Convention a copy of the Resolve of the last Congress 

respecting Chaplains, '_' _._"_ ".___!__. L . . 

■ -Resolved, That MrY Hastings, who attended the last 
Congress as Doorkeeper, ¥e desired to attend this Con- 
gress, till further orders, ~ " -" -'■ — " :: ■■_- -' ■ - ; 

^Ordered, That the Papers relative to theTFortresses at 
TiconderogaY^Q., be laid beforejhe^^bngFeis. 

The Papers Being read, 

'Resolved, That.Mr. Phelps, who was the bearer of some 
of them, be intrqducedjo the Congress. 

After information from Mr. Phelps, 
_ .Ordered, That, the President, Mr. Glover, Co]. Nich- 
olson, Dr. Taylor, Mr. Edward's, "Colonel Bwighi, Dr. 
Wheeler, Mr. Hale, and T>hjfhitirig, be" .a Uommittee to 
take the said Papers into consideration, to sit forthwith, 
and report as soon as" may be. 

Ordered, That the HqifrMr. ^o^er~,WcTHoplcins, 
Mr, Greenleaf Captain BaCcKzlder, and jColonel_ Otis, be 
a Committee i to consider ^a Lette£ lro^ jhe^Com rnittee of 
Correspondence oT theTColony oT New-Hampshire to_the 
Committee of Correspondence of Newburyport. 

The Congress then adjourned to ten o'clock to-morro'w 
morning." - r ^ ;7" ~ ~'~~~7Z7~"'_y. \JI~"-'...~ 

- TEursBay, June 1, 1775. 
The Commitee appointed to consider General Thomas's 
Letter, brought in the. following Report; which was ac- 
cepted, and a copy of iLordered to be sent to the Muster- 
Master at Cambridge, and another to the Muster-Master 
at Roxbury, viz : - " - - .---_-. 

The Committee appointed to consider a letter from 
General Thomas, relative to.imme dia tely paying "the* Army 
the advance payv have attended that serv ice, and beg 
leave to report, that they have; waited o n the R eceiver- 
General, to"knb^of 'him liow : som 'Be .can_^rnish the 
Muster-Masters Kith jLteK i§s proposed iPor the Army; 
and were informed by the Receiver-Generalhe now had 
several hundred Notes ready to deliver, and that he had 
provided allrriecespryihelps, and would make the greatest 
despatch possible, and that hejhquld jje abTe. to pay off at 
leasf one Regiment 'every day, and perhaps more;";and 
that he would, from. day to day, deliver one half of said 
Notes to the M.uster-Magter ^Cambridge, and the other 
half. to. the Muster-Master .at Roxbury. 

Ordered, That "a copy of the ab"ove be sent to the Mus- 
ter-Masters. " ==t Z_ _ 

Ordered, That, Colonel Jones ; and. Mr, Orne be added 
to the Committee \vho were* appointed to consider the re- 
turns; of Members Jrom^Eastfiam. _^___ -H " 
r Resolved, That the following Members be, and hereby 
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are, appointed Monitors in the Congress, viz: 1. 
Gerrish; 2. Mr. Durfee; 3. Col. Farley; 4. Dr. Taylor; 
and that the division of the House be as follows, viz: 

■ First Division. The pews at the right hand of the 
pulpit, and all'the pews on the west and south part of the 
meeting-house, from the aisle that bpunds the seats and 
body pews, _ 

Second Division. The pews on the left hand ol the 
pulpit, and all (he pews on the north and east part of the 
house, from the aisle that bounds the seats. and body pews. 

Third Division. AH the body pews and seats on the 
left hand, of the broad aisle. .^ = • " V 

Fourth Division.^AW the body pews and seats on the 
right hand of the broad aisle, 

- Resolved, That this Congress will adopt and observe 
the' Rules and Orders established by the last Congress. 

Ordered, That C6L Prescott, Mr'. Shad, Col. Barrett, 
Mr. Thatcher, and "Mr. 'Partridge, "'"be a Committee to 
consider 'what number of. the" Poor of the Town of Boston 
should be sent to the Town"; of Ashhy, or other Towns, not 
mentioned in the schedule annexed to a Resolve passed in 
the last Congress. 

The Committee presented the following Report, which 
was read, and accepted: 

Whereas, the Poor of the Town of Boston, by a Re- 
solve of Congress passed the first day of May last, are 
confined to a certain number of Towns and Districts in 
this Colony, as appears by a schedule annexed to said Re- 
solve; and some of said Poor having relations and connex- 
ions' in other Towns and Districts than, are mentioned in 
.said schedule, and being desirous to go and reside in such 
places', it is therefore Resolved, That the Poor of. Boston 
may be removed into any other Town or District in this 
Colony, where the Selectmen of such Town or District 
shall see fit to receive them, all such Towns and Districts 
observing the rules, regulations, and directions given, in the 
Resolve aforesaid, and shall be entitled to the same rewards 
and privileges as mentioned in said Resolve. 

Ordered, That Dea. Fisher, Mr. Spaulding, Mr. Stick- 
ney, Mr. Partridge, and Major Perley,be a Committee to 
consider the Proposal of the Reverend Gentlemen of the 
, Clergy, now in convention at Watertown. 

Ordered, That Major Fuller, Colonel. Cushing, and 
Major Whittemore, be a Committee to inquire how many 
Armourers are already appointed in the Massachusetts 
Army,' and how. many more are necessary. 

Ordered, That Major Brooks, Captain Stone, and Mr, 
Crane, be a Committee to consider the Letter from the 
"Selectmen of the Town of Hopkinton; and that they sit 
forthwith. 

The Committee appointed to consider' the Letter, from, 
. the Committee of Correspondence for the Colony of New- 
Hampshire, reported, verbally, that it was their opinion that 
it would be expedient to forward forthwith a copy of said 
Letter to the Committee of Correspondence for the Co- 
lony of Rhode-Island, and another to the Colony of Con- 
necticut ; and that the several Members of the se_aport 
Towns, or of the Towns adjacent, should .write to" the 

- Committee of .such seaport Towns, informing them of the 
subject of said Letter. - ...-.,. 

Ordered, That Colonel Thompson, Colonel Freeman, 
and Mr- Jeweti, be a Committee to consider a Letter from, 
the Committee of. Safety for the Town, of Salem, and 
report. 

The tomm'ittee on the Eastham Returns reported, that 
~ in their opinion neither of the. Members were legally 
chosen. The Report, after debate, was not accepted. 

Resolved, That this last vpte be reconsidered, and that 
a recommendation be sent to the Town of Eastham, to 
choose one or more Members, as to them shall seem meet, 
to represent them in this Congress. 

*~™ Afternoon. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Letter from 
the Committee, of Safety of the Town of Salem, reported; 
which Report was accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

The Committee appointed by the honourable Provin- 
cial Congress to take into consideration. the letter from, the 



Committee of Safety and Town Clerk of the. Town of 
Saiem, respecting the answers of Mr. Stephen Higgmson 
to questions asked him before the House of Commons of. 
Great Britain, &tc, beg leave to report, that they have 
critically examined that matter, and are of opinion that 
the intentions of said Higginson, in those answers, were 
friendly to" the inhabitants of Salem and Marblehead, and 
to the Colonies in general ; and that he ought to be hon- 
ourably acquitted by "this Congress, and recommended to 
the favour of the publick. ...... , . . . . 

Ordered, That the Hon. Mr. Dexter be directed to 
inquire of the Receiver-General if he has received the 
Money from the Hon. Mr. Russell, agreeable tTthe Re- 
solve of thejast Congress. . 

Ordered, That Deacon Bayley, Captain Holmes, and 
Colonel Thompson, be a Committee .to draw up a Resolve 
recommending to the Town of Eastham to choose a^new 
Member or Members Jo represent them in this Congress. 

Ordered^ 'That three hundred" Passes, of theiollowing 
form, be printed, viz : ' 

« To the Guards of the Colony Army : v , 

"Pursuant to a Resolve ,of. the Provincial Congress, 



^Member 
with such as may 



you are hereby ordered .to permit . 

of said Congress, to pass ana repass 

accompany him, at all tinles. .:_ ":. ..' 

__■-.■-_--. ■-. . . r, President. 
"June.., 1775." ' ■ - _ .;."."■--"" 

Hon. Mr. Dexter reporteaiothe Congress that he had 
made inquiry of Mr. Gardner, the Receiver-General, as 
directed, and that the Receiver r General informed i him .he 
had not seen }iir.' Russ^l since the order of Congress re- 
specting his paying the puBick.moneysTle Eas in hisThands 
to Mr. Gardner. _, .. ,: _.^_ tfS .;;. ^^ iii ,_ ; .... 

.The Committee appointed to consider thTXetterTrpm 
the Selectmen of Hopkinton reported ; the Report was 



recommitted, and Mr." Phillips, Mr. Partridge, Colonel 
Richmond, and Mr. Sawyer, added to the Committee. 

Ordered, That Dr. Taylor, Hon. Mr. Dexter, mi the 
Hon. Colonel Bowers, be'a Committee to consider the 
application made to this Congress by Colonel Barrett, in 
.behalf of the Rev. Mr, Emerson, for the use of one of 
the horses taken from the Regulars^ during" the absence of 
the Hon, Thomas Cushing, Esquire, who has Mr. Emer- 
son's horse now in the publick "service....,,. 

The Committee appointed to" consider the request of 
Mr. Emerson, reported; the Report was accepted, and is 
as follows, viz : .--■-—-. , ~== 

The Committee appointed to consider the request of the 
Rev. PVilliam Emerson, of Concord, respecting the use of 
a horse taken upon the 19th of April last, from one of the 
Regulars, bv Mr. Isaac Kitteridge, of Tewksbury, Cap- 
tain iVW/ffln Barrett, and Demy Flint, of Concord, beg 
leave to report, by way of resolve : That said horse be de- 
livered, to said Emerson by the person or persons in whose- 
soever possession he may be found, he, the. said. Emerson, 
paying a reasonable price for keeping said horse; and Mr. 
Emerson is hereby permitted to keep and use said horse 
till further order of this Congress. ...... 

The Committee appointed to consider the Papers rela- 
ting to Ticonderoga, fcc., reporlecL a Letter to Colonel 
Arnold; another to the Hon, WiUiqjn^WiUiams, Esquire, 
Speaker of the Assembly of the "Colony of Connecticut; 
and another to the Provincial Congress of NewrHamp- 
shire; which were read and accepted, and ordered to be 
authenticated and sent forward, "and are as follow, viz : 

Letter to Colonel BjenejicxAei^li). , t 
" Sib : This Congress have reeeiye.rj yours of the 19th 
and 23d of May, "nit., per ""Captain Brown mi Captain 
Phelps, a copy of which has been sent tq New-JIamp- 
shire. They highly approve .of, and take great satisfaction 
in the acquisitions you have made_.at Ticonderoga, Crown 
Point, on the Lake, &c. As tp the state you are in .re- 
specting men, provisions, fcc^ we have advices from Con- 
necticut and \j$ew- York, that ampte preparation is making, 
with the greatest despatch, in thosef Two. Colonies, from 
whence you may depend oh be ing seasonably supplied. 
They are sorry to meet with repeated requests from you, 
that some gentleman be.senyo a s^c^d you in command ; 
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they assure you, that they place the greatest confidence in 
,ybur fidelity, knowledge, courage, and good conduct, and 
'.they desire that you a.t present dismiss the thoughts of 

quitting your important command at Ticonderoga, Crown 

Point, Lake Champlain, &c. ; and you are hereby request- 
ed to continu e your command over the. forces raised by 
Jtllis Cgjpny, posted, at those several places, at least until 
" ' the -Qo lan y of New-York or Connecticut shall take on them' 
r^fiSiijjiyyPinS arM * commanding the same agreeable to an 

ordeToi the Continental Congress. 

'{To Colonel Bene(Uct Arnold, Ticonderoga. 

', ;-".P- S. We have just received intelligence, by a letter 
- from Qovernour Trumbull, that the General Assembly have 
ordered a thousand men to march immediately to re-en- 
fprce jhejir.my now at Q rown p i n ^ Ticonderoga, &p.| 
•asjijsQfive hundred pounds of powder, and also that each 
|°yi e /J^f9? n J^bed wjth one pound of powder, &ic. . The 
Congress further advise that in case your present necessity 
fequlrestxryou make use of the one hundred and sixty 
P.oypds you found on board the sloop, for the . service of 
this^Qplony, you accounting for the same to this or some 
other Congress, or House of Representatives, of this Co- 
^ m X>. ? n iJ oev hereby assure you that this Colony will 
repay it whenever it shall be ordered by the Continental 
Congress ; and that you also complete the raising the num- 
ber _q|' four x hund.red, men, in the pay of this Colony, if 
you judge it necessary." 

.'* ":' ■:*i\ToJh# Hsuse of Assembly of Connecticut. 

./'•Gentlemen:; We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of 
your . favour of lhe_27th ultimo. We fully concur in o'pi- 
«iotr\v7th yb'u, that maintaining a post at Ticonderoga or 

Crown Point, is of the utmost importance ; therefore, take 
particular satisfaction that you have on this subject so early 
and repeatedly expres sed your minds to the Continental 
Congress. "By private intelligence of the 29th ultimo, 
sent tQ Captain Joseph Trumbull, we are informed that 
the Provincial Congress of 'New- York do not understand 
thp resolve of thc_ Continental Congress, concerning said 
fortresses, to extend so far as wholly to dismantle them, but 
so far only as to supply any fortification that rnay be built 
at the south end of Lake George ; which Tesolve, in this 
sense, of it, they are with despatch executing: Therefore, 
irV oOf ]pre§6n£_ distressing situation, "we have postponed 
sending further__assistance to Captain Arnold, especially 
since New-York have not requested it. 
," To^the Tftgn. mlliamWiUiams, Speaker of the House of 
. r AssenipIy of the Colony of Connecticut" ... - 

. . 'To ihe^ Provincial Congress of New- Hampshire. 
?_' Gentlemen : r We send you enclosed a copy of a letter 
from Colonel Arnold", commander of the troops at Ticon- 
deroga aui'Cro'wn Point, together with a copy of a letter 
from the^Speaker of the House of Representatives for the 
Colony of Connecticut, by which you will be acquainted 
with the present situation of those fortress.es, and" the mea- 
sures necfefeafy" to' be taken for securing shd defending so 
valuable, acquisitions. You will doubtless agree with us 
in'senfimfenf, that it Is a matter of the greatest importance 
that those places "remain in our possession, in order to 
secifte oar frontiers, frorn the depredations of our enemies, 



._ Resolved, That the Secretary be, and hereby is, em- 
powered to appoint some person to assist him in his office. 
- Adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight o'clock. 

Friday, June 2, 1775. 
The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve recom- 
mending the Town of Eastham to. choose one or more 
Members, to represent them in _this Congress, reported, 
The Report was accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

_ Whereas, this. Congress, upon examination, judge that 
the persons returned as Delegates for Eastham, in the 
County of Barnstable, were not legally chosen ; and that 
the allowing either of them a seat in this House would be 
attended with many inconveniences r therefore, 

Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby recommended to 
the said Town of Eastham, that they forthwith elect and 
depute one of Tnore perrons Tfo serve for and represent said 
Town in ProvincralCpngress, now held at the Meeting- 
House in Watertown, (to be chosen bysuch only as are 
qualified to vote for Representatives in the-General Assem- 
bly,) and to be continued by adjournment as they shall see 
cause, until the expiration of six months from the first sit- 
ting of this Congress, and no longer ; and consult and 
deliberate . and resolve upon such further measures as, 
under God, shall be effectual to save this people from im- 
pending ruin, and to secure those ine stim able liberties 
derived to us from our ancestors, and which it is our duty 
to preserve for posterity. "_"'"" "_■'- 

. Resolved, That ten o'clock this forenoon be assigned for 
the choice of a Chaplain for this Congress. _ _ , 

Ordered, That Mr." Fitter, Colonel 'Barrett, Captain 
Holmes, Colonel Bowers, and ColomTT&wyer, ~1ae "a Com- 
mittee to bring in a Resolve for making further provision 
for distributing the Poor of Boston to such Towns in the 
Colony as the Committee may think convenient. 

Ordered, That Colonel Gerrish, Mr. Spooner, Mr.. 
Sever, Colonel Bowers, and Mr, Fisher, be a Committee 
to. take into consideration the Petitionjind Memorial of the 
several Committees of Correspondence fpr the County of- 
Worcester, and report. 

The Committee appointedTto consider the Resolve and , 
Proposals of the Reverend Gentlemen of the Clergy, re- 
ported. ■ -" : ,\ , \- : -_ .,-„. .„.._ 

The Report was accepted, and is as follows, viz: 
Whereas, it is of greatjmportance that our Colony Army 
be furnished with gentlemen to act as Chaplains, on whose 
virtue, firmness, and patriotism, they can safely rely; and 
whereas, the Reverend Convention, of tbeClergy of this 
Colony have most nobly, and without rewar3, tendered 
their services in theitCo untr y rs 'c ailB e: therefore, "..' . 
Resolved, That ^ the General and FieM Officers.be, and 
they hereby are empowered and directed "to choose nine 
gentlemen of the Clergy of this Colony, to "act as Chap- 
lains to said Army: provided that noLrriOre than two of 
them" belong to any one County; and the .General Officers 
of said Army are hereby empowered to determlnV the Re- 
giments to which each Chaplain shall be.deslred to officiate ; 
and also the Committee of Supplies are herehy directed to 
make suitable, provision for said Chaplains during their con- 
tinuance injcampv 



f they should attempt to attack us from that quarter, of ' Ordered, That Mr. Spooner, Colonel Richmond, and 



whjch therejippears to be great danger. 

^ f -tlS^.?-lfe a S ree E£ i:it °/ ! n ' s Colony, that four hundred 
men, and one hundred pounds inTrioney, should be raised" 
for the reduQ_tion_of the place; and it is our determination 
t0 p^if'^MJW, Jull proportion toward securing the acqui- 
sition; . '" By the letter .from the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives for Connecticut, you will find that that 
Colony haye voted to send immediately to' their assistance 
foOTjpprrTpmies, and five hundred pounds weight of powder, 
and ""we suppose that the troops are upon the march there, 
And, wg mo§y!a|nestly request that you would contribute 
your' ehdeavQuis likewise for the speedy and "effectual 
security of the aforementioned places, which, consider- 
ing^ importance of the affair, aM the "ready disposition 
whjch you have discovered for the^ defence of the corn- 
mc i^ £Si^ e > kavesjis JKS f room i to doubt of your compliance 
thefewith. " """ """ .. " . — . .. 

" Tq thj^Pic^nfiial^Congress i of New z Hqmpshire," 



Colonel Dwight, be a Committee to take into consideration 
the expense Captain Phelps has been at in supplying the 
Massachusetts Forces at Ticonderoga, and report. 

Ordered, That Doctor Whiting and Doctor Bailies be 
added to the Committee which was appointed by the last 
Congress to examine those persons wjjo might be nomina- 
ted for Surgeons of the Massachusetts Army. 

Ordered, That Deacon :j?ay?e?/, Honourable Joseph 
Gerrish, Esq., Jojiah Johnson, "Esq., Mr. John Hale, 
Honourable William^ Sever, Esq., Colonel Josep h Otis, 
Honourable Jerathrniel Bowers, Col, Cutt, Capt. Stephen 
Maynard, Cobwl' Thompson, Mr. Joseph North, and 
Timothy Edwards, Esq., he a Committee to take into con- 
sideration the situation" and .circumstances of the seaport 
- Towns and Islands in this Colony, which are exposed to 
the ineqrsions and ravages of tfie enemy ; and in particular 
to consider the Letter of M,f. Stephen Nye to Colonel Fref- 
mari, the Petition from "the Town "of Kittery, the Resolve 
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of the last Congress in relation to the invasion of the enemy 
on our sea-coasts, &c, and a Petition from some inhabi- 
tants of. Deer Island ; and sit forthwith, and report as soon 
as may be. 

Order of the Day moved for. 

Ordered, That Mr. Jones, Mr. Bliss, and Mr7 Toby, 
be a Committee to receive, sort, and count the Votes for.a 
Chaplain. 

The Committee having attended that service, reported 
that the IJeverend Mr. Gordon was chosen. 

Ordered, That Colonel Davis, Mr. Wheeler, ancTMajof 
Bliss, be a Committee to wait on the Reverend Mr. Gor-. 
don, informing him that this Congress have made choice_of 
him to officiate as their Chaplain during its sessionTfl this 
place. 

The Committee appointed to inquire how many Armour- 
ers were appointed, &ic, reported, that the Committee of 
Safety informed them that there were thirteen appointed, 
and several^ olhersjpminated ; and that the General Offi- 
cers had agreed that thirteen was a sufficient number, but 
that they were in want of tools and stock. 

-''-- Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Commissions be given to the Officers of 
Colonel Scammon's Regiment, (except such Captains as~ 
have already received their Commissions,) agreeable to the 
list.by him exhibited. 

Ordered, That Colonel Prescott, Colonel Freeman, 
Honourable Mr. Spooner, Mr. Partridge, ColomtjCush- 
ing, Colonel Spaulding, and Colonel Sayer, be a Com- 
mittee tb consider the Petition of Captain Jacob Gerrish 
and seven other Captains in the Massachusetts Army. 

Ordered, That Colonel Richmond be, and hereby is 
appointed to countersign the Notes which were ordered to 
be preparecTTor thelsoldiers' advance pay, in the room of 
Major Fuller, who declines serving further in that business. 

Ordered, That Deacon Baker, Major Brooki, Mr, 
Nichols, and Colonel Grout, be added to the Committee 
who were appointed by the last Congress to draw up some 
easy and concise method of making Saltpetre. 

Ordered, That the Officers of Col. Gardner's Regiment 
be'tCommTSsiqned agreeable' to the list by him exhibited. 

Ordered, That Captain Parker, Captain Thatcher, Mr. 
Jewett, Colonel Porter, and Mr. Singletary, be a Com- 
mittee to consi der what Jg best to be done with the Horses 
lately taken from Noddies Island, 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Petition of Captain Jacob Gerrish, and others, reported 
verbally, that they think it expedient that Colonel Gjrrish 
be notified to attend said Committee to-morrow morning, 
at eight o'clock, at the house of Mr. Learned, in Water- 
town (if he sees cause). Thereupon, — ; 

Ordered, That the same Committee be directed to bring 
in a short Resolve for.this purpose. : 

The Committee appointed to consider what is best to be 
done witlT the Horses taken from Noddle's Island, reported. 
The Report was accepted, and is. .as follows, viz: 

The .Committee l appointed to consider what shall be 
done with the horses taken by our forces from Noddle's 
Island, which belong to our enemies, beg leave to report, 
that the samA horses be delivered to the Committee of 
Supplies, to. be by them used and improved for thejbenefit 
of the Colony, as they shall tlunk fit, until further^orders 
from this or some future Congress, or House of Represen- 
tatives. 

Ordered, That Colonel Farley, Deacon Baker, and 
Mr. Batchelder, be a Committee to inquire of theJDom- 
mlttee of Safety what progress has been made in the falsing 
a RegimentTor the Train. - : 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve, whereby 
to notify Colonel Gerrish to appear before said Committee 
to-morrow morning, reported the following ; which, was 
read and accepted ; and Captain Thatcher was desiied to 
carry it to Col. Gerrish' this evening. It is as foliows,"vlz : 

To Colonel Samuel. Gebrisb: "=--■' 

A number of gentlemen have presented a Petition to 
this Congress, in behalf of themselves and the meru they 



have enlisted, praying that Captain Moses Little and Mr. 
Isaac Smith may be appointed and commissioned as two 
of the Field-Officers over them. Six of the said petition- 
ers are returned by you as Captains, as appears by your 
Return; and the Petition has been committed. toa Com- 
mittee to hear the petitioners, and report to the Congress ; 
and. it is, therefore, 

Ordered, That the said Colonel Samuel Gerrish be no- 
tified, and he is hereby notified, to attend the said Commit- 
tee at the house of Mr. Learned, in Watertown, the third 
day of June instant, at eight o'clock in the forenoon. 

Read, accepted, and Captain Thatcher was desired to 
carry this Resolve to Colonel Gerrish this evening. 

The Committee appointed to consider the subject of the 
Letter from the Selectmen of Hopkinton, again reported. 
The consideration of the Report was ordered to be put off 
till to-morrow morning, eleven o'clock. 

The Committee appointed to wait on the Reverend Mr. 
Gordon, reported, that they had informed Mr. ^Gordon that 
this Congress bad appointed him their Chaplain ; and that 
Mr. Gordon told them he would attend this Congress to- 
morrow morning. ..-..„ .-_„ 

The Committee appointed to consider the expense Mr. 
Phelps had been at in supplying the Massachusetts Forces 
at Ticonderoga- exhibited an account which they looked 
upon was not supported by any vouchers^ and therefore 
submitted the matter" to Congress. .-._,. 

Ordered, That trie consideration of the same be put off 
to to-morrow morning. 

The Congress then adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning. ■ - ..... 

Saturday, June 3, 1775. 

Ordered, That Colonel Palmer, Colonel Dajiis] Mr. 
Glover, Deacon Gould, and Mr. Webster, be aOommittee 
to consider a Resolve of the Committee of Sa_foty respect- 
ing a person in Brookline who is broke ouLwiththe Small- 
Pox ; and that they sit forthwith. 

The Committee appointed to consider the situation and 
circumstances of the Islands and Sea-Coasts, reported : 

1st. That the Petition of Colonel Lithgowbe committed 
to the Committee of Supplies. 

lid. A Resolve on the subject of Mr. Nyi's Letter; 
which is as follows : - ~_--'-i. ^. 

Whereas, the forces under the command of General Gage 
are frequently plundering and.making depredations on the 
islands and sea-coasts of this Province, particularly on the 
Island, of Naushan, and others adjacent, whereby not only 
individuals, but the publick are much injured, and our 
enemies strengthened : ._ . 

Resolved, therefore, That it be recommended to all 
those persons occupying the islands or sea-coasts aforesaid, 
which are exposed to be ravaged or plundered, and cannot 
be defended by the inhabitants, to remove alF their Hay, 
Cattle, Horses, Sheep, &c, so far Into jhe country, or 
otherwise, dispose of them, that they may be out of the 
way of our ^implacable, enemies; also ; that" it be recom- 
mended to the.Committee of Correspondence in each Town 
and District, or Selectmen, (where no such Committee is 
chosen,) to take effectual care that this Risoly^be Imme- 
diately, strictly, and fully executed ; and tHat allpersons 
who refuse to comply herewith be viewed" as disposed to 
furnish our enemies with such unremovecTHay and Stock, 
and shall therefore be held as inimical to thejiberty and 
rights of this Country. : ~ ; 

The Committee appointed to consider a Resolve'of the 
Committee of Safety, reported the following Resolution; 
which Tvas accepted, viz: ... 

Whereas, a person is now broke out with the Small-Pox 
at Brookline, on the road between Cambridge ah3 Rox- 
bury, whereby the publick in Tgeneral^ aj.i3 the_"camps iri 
particular, will be greatly endangered, If said person is suf- 
fered to remain in said house : therefore, 

Resolved, That said person be immediately removed to 
the house ofEbenezer Smith, in Little Cambridge, wherein 
the Small-Pox has lately been ; and that the Selectmen of 
Brookline are hereby directed to remove, said person to 
said house in the most careful ^manner, aYtEe expense of 
the said Town of Brookline ; and the Selectmen of Cam- 
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bridge are hereby directed to receive said person into said 
^Smith's house. 

'^-Ordered., That Mr. Gerry, Honourable Mr. Spooncr, 
Major Bliss, Honourable Mr. Sever, Colonel Freeman, 
-Colonel Farley, and Colonel Richmond, be a Committee 
fo'cbnsider. a Resolve of the Committee of Safety relative 
toa^efenfp/cement ...of .the \ Massachusetts Army, for the 
^rejection of the sea-coasts, &c. ; and that this Commit- 
tee r be directed^ to confer with the Committee of Safety on 
the subject of it ; and that those gentlemen who have been 
appointed and commissioned as General Officers be invited 
to the conference ; also, 

;■ Resolved, That eight o'clock, on Monday morning next, 
be assigned for such conference, to be held at Cambridge ; 
and tliit4Be_C0mmitt.ee of Safety "and the said General 
Officers.be served with a copy of this Resolve. 
"!'A number of Papers from the Committee of Safety, 
respecting Col. Jonathan Brewer, were read. 
'-.■^ Resolved, That the further consideration of the Papers 
relative \oC^wc^\ Jonathan Brewer-, be referred to the 
afternoon, three o'clock. 






i ;:/'. _»-»*. viSfi.- 1 -...'""U. , ' - ;-'■ Afternoon. 

\, -.' Ordered, That a Commission be prepared and delivered 
to ColoneT^^X^A'irp?!. , 

.Ordered, That Mr... Greenleaf, Captain Bragdon, and 
Mr. Sawyer, be a Committee to consider the Petition of 
a numberjjf pers ons of the Town of Dartmouth. 

s ., The „Commjitee u on the .Petition .of. Jacob Gerrish and 
Pthers, reported verbally ; agreeable to which Report, 
• ftesolvej^ _That the Petition be . so far granted, as that 

. the petitioners be directed to apply to the Committee of 
Safety for a recomixiendatipn to.this Congress to.commis- 
sioviate Chaplain Moses Little as Colonel of a Regiment in 
the Massachusetts Army. 

■ /&^gre(:7,^rhaiCo]onel Dwight, Honourable Mr. Sever, 
. Cplpnelj^"-^, Major Bliss, and Mr^ Edwards, be a Com- 
mittee to take into consideration a Letter from Col. James 
■Eajtpn, and report. 

Order ojT the_ Day moved for, 

- The Tapers respecting Colonel Brewer were read. After 
debate, _ -■'■ ' : '.-■■:-'-.■ 

-.; -Moved, _Th§t_ the__matter subside. ' . -■- 
'.■■■■ Tb§ question being put, it-passed in the negative. 
■•\.,.^°- p -?iLTi^yh^.Pejj_tiQr!ef.be admitted on the floor. 
•(. T! le question was put, and it passed in the negative. 

,M%sphed, That Tuesday next, at eight o'clock, A. M., 
,be assignedTor hearing Colonel Jonathan, Brewer, on the 
subject of certain Papers laid before thisCongress by order 
* ^X.Jt^.Qg^mjttge^piL Safety; and that the Committee of 
C§aC et y' as lIio Colonel ~Brewer, be served with a copy of 
"" %C?esolve j_ ; and diat Colonel Brewer, be directed to bring 
With him ji^i|tym of : the number of men enlisted in ' his 
Regiment, distinguishing howmany are present at Head- 
Quarters, and how many are absent. ',--." 

Agreeable to an order of Congress, a Colonel's com- 
mission was deli\ercd to Colonel John Xixon. 

i;T. lle ^ J2 m 4J£S..S. 1 ? t,lc Petition from Dartmouth, re- 
ported. The Report being amended, was accepted, and 
is, as. .follo ws, viz : " . : ~: , " 

. On tBe^^juon^JI>ei;0''^ep^er3 and others, from 
Dartmouth, representing that uneasiness has arisen on ac- 
WPflf Of sajd petitioners fitting out sundry vessels for whaling 
voyages', and Torjhe We'sUlndies, 

_ Resolved, jT\vit the petitioners be 'informed "that this 
Congress knowof no objection to. tljeir pursuingthe above 

. vdyage or*^fff;other, where tliey are willing to risk their 
interest,_provTde3 that the owners and roasters of such ves- 

: sels stricjlyjadhere to the Resolutions of the Continental 
Congress." ""~ ------- -•■■--" '— - y T! ■= ------ . 

, Ordered, Tha t a ^Messenger be forthwith sent to the. 
Receiver- Gener al, with the following Letter, viz::., 

"Sm; The. absolute necessity of paying the Colony 
Forces immediately, having been duly considered by this 
Congress ;7arid"not being able to make necessary pay- 
ments, to prevent the Troops from returning home, without 
yqur. b^eing present, you are therefore directed, upon the 
receipt of this order, immediately to repair to this place, 



and make the utmost despatch in completing i"he signing 
the bills waqted for jhe above purposes. 

" P. S. The Congress is just informed that agentleman 
at Salem has five hundred Pounds, which he is willing to 
lend the Province, which would be of the greatest impor- 
tance to pay immediately to the Soldiers, and might pre- 
vent tire greatest mischiefs." . 

Resolved, That Mr. Philips be desired to repair to 
Salem to Mr. Beclcet, desiring him to "bring or send the 
Money he has offered to lend the Province, to this place, 
to-morrow morning, and take a note therefor from the Re- 
ceiver-General. _....._. 

Ordered, That Captain Stone be directed Jo apply to 
Mr. Revere, desiring him' to attend the business of stamp- 
ing the Notesfor the Soldiers," ail "the ensuing jiigiit,"iY he 
can, and to finish them with the greatest despatch possible ; 
and also to despatch a messenger to Major Fuller, desiring 
him to attend to countersign them. 

Adjourned Jo eight o'clock to-morrow morning. 

• ~'\- " -. '.. /■"■' ^"..Sjjffiwffj Jpns 4, 1775. 

Resolved, That Colonel Henshaw be adniitted to give 
an account _of his proceedings at Connecticut, where he 
was sent by the last Congress, on theaffalr of Ticonde- 
rogd: "' " ""'" "'" ~^~ --""/" *"- ■ 

Resolved, That Colonel Asa Whitcoml) be'directed to 
pay tbe_ advance pay to those Companies of Colonel Pat- 
fersonVRegiment who came fromjlie County oTBerkshire, 
out of jhe first money he may receive from the Receiver- 
General. - .— ;■;■ 

Reso[vcd, That Colonel Lemuel Tloolnson be directed 
to pajrjhe advance pay to the three Companies.of Colonel 
Felbivls Regiment which cume frorn : the 1 County of Berk- 
shire, ^ out of the first money he may receive from the Re- 
ceiver- General. ^.. ..^..,y... 

Ordered, That the Papers exhibited by Col. Henshaw 
beputlnto the hands of the Committee of Safety and the 
ComrmJlee o.f this Congress, who are appointed to confer 
with them to-morrow mornins. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan, Honourable Mr. Spooncr, 
and. Colonel Prcscott, be a Committee to. inquire, what 
number^ of Colony Notes are struck off; how many are 
signed ; whether the press is now going; and to make a 
thorough inquiry in this respect, and report at the adjourn- 
ment..^ - .-.-.. ^'/:i t : =r^.=r.^:_ 

Ordered, That Doctor Whiting "heap pointed to employ 
a me_ssejiger to be sent Jo Major Fuller, directing his at- 
tendance to the countersigning the Notes immediately. 

Ordered, That Captain Rraglonani CokTnel Thomp- 
son he appointed to attend Mr. Revere whibjie. is striking 
off tl)e,2Notes for advance pay to the Soldiers, night and 
day, alternately, till theyare "all struck off. " 

TheCommittee on Colonel Eas ton'g, Letter, reported 
that it; was their opinion it would De^fet jto commit it to 
the Committee who. were appointed to confer with the 
Committee of Safety to-morrow rnornino-. — ■■ 

Tt wai:accordingly given to the Hon..°Mr. Spooner. : 
Ordered, That the Key and Fillet ""delivered" tojhis 
Congress from Major Fuller, by Captain Stone, be put 
into the^bands. of tlie Committee who were appointed to 
make inquiry concerning the CoIonyTStotesT 

Adjourned to twelve o'clock. -- ■-■-: 

Met it twelve o'clock. "' - ---* = 

"'.' OrdefM, That Colonel Richmond be excused from 
servingTsi the Committee who Syereappcrrited to confer 
with tbeCommittee of Safety (being engaged in oounter- 
signinfilie Notes); andthat Colonel Gerrish attend that 
service;^ his stead. 
- Adjourned to four o'clock, afternoon. 

Merit four o'clock, and adjourned to Monday morning, 
eight o'clock. 

■:„ ,.„ij— i Monday, June 5, 1775. 

. A Petition from Truro for Powder, was read. 

ResoBed, That the petitioners have leave jo withdraw 
their Petition. 
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_-_-■ Ordered, That Colonel Foster be, and hereby isap- 
pointed to countersign the Twenty Shilling, Fourteen Shil- 
ling, and Six Shilling Notes. 

Ordered, That Mr. Pickering, Mr. Philips, and Mr. 
Goodwin, he appointed to number the Notes which are 
preparing for advance pay for the Soldiers : Mr. Pickering 
to number the sheets struck off on the first plate ; Mr. 
Philips those of the second, and Mr. Goodwin those of 
the third. 

' Ordered, That the Letter from Governour Trumbull 
just received and read, be committed to the Committee, of 
Safely and the Committee appointed to confer with them. 

Ordered, That Colonel Foster bring in a Resolve, ap- 
pointing some persons Jo. examine, and inspect the Mineral 
Earth brought by him to tins place. 

Colonel Foster brought in a Resolve accordingly ; which 
Was accepted, and is as follows : 

_.- Resolved, That Doctor Whiting, Deacon Baker, and 
Colonel _ Grout, be a Committee to inquire into the nature 
and quality of the said Mineral Earth ; and in such inquiry 
to consult the Honourable Joseph Warren, Esq., and Mr. 
Professor Sewall, and such other persons as they may think 
proper, and report to this Congress as soon as may be. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan,Mv, Greenleaf, Mr. Par- 
tridge, Colonel Cushing, and Mr. Edwards, be a Com- 
mittee to hold a conference with the General Officers of 
the American Army, and to inquire of them whether there 
is any "thing this Congress can do to preserve, the health of 
sardirmy. ---.-... 

v A Petition signed by Philip Hubbard and others, was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan, Colonel Cushing, Captain 
Holmes, Mr. Partridge, and Mr. Currier, be a Committee 
to consider what order it would be proper for this Congress 
to take relative to any Letters which have been ounay be 
intercepted. 

Ordered, That Mr. Edwards, and Mr. Stone of Lex- 
ington, be appointed to inquire what is become of a. Letter 
said to be sent by the Stockbridge Indians to this Congress. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve.respect- 
ing intercepted Letters, reported. The Report was read 
and accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Whereas, it has been represented to thjs Congress, that 
several Letters and packets of Letters, of publick concern- 
ment, wrote to and by the^avqwed enemies of this.Coun- 
_ try, have fallen into the hands of sundry persons in this 
Colony ; and whereas, it appears absolutely necessary that 
all such. Letters should be immediately laid before this 
Congress for their consideration : therefore, 
" Resolved, That all persons who now are or shall here- 
after be possessed of such" Letters, shall lay them as soon 
as may be before this or some future Congress for their ad- 
visement thereon. 

Afternoon. 

. Resolved, That the Resolve which passed this Congress 
relative to accommodating the Reverend Mr. Emerson with 
one of the horses taken from the Regulars, be so far recon- 
sidered as that _ it be recommitted for a plainer description 
of the !jjQEse T intended to he, delivered to him; and that 
Captain Batchelder jind Colonel Dwight be added to the 
Committee, in the; room' of Doctor Taylor and Colonel 
BQwerf, who fare absent, . - 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to the Officers 
of CgiOfieFj^roff'^ Regiment, agreeable to the list by him 
exmbltecT '^gs^s; 

Ordered, That .Mr, Fisher, Colonel Barrett, Captain 
Holmes, CoioneV Bowers, and Colonel Saivyer, be a Com- 
mittee to consider the proposal of Captain Foster, relative 
to removing the Poor and the Goods of. the Poor of the 
Town of Boston^ into, the country. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be directed 
to lay before this Congress, in writing, an account of their 
proceedings with respect to the memorandum of General 
Ward for sundry military stores, committed to them by the 
last Congress. ~~ 

Ordered, That Captain Stone, Captain Smith, and 
Colonel Goodrich, be a Committee to inquire of the Com- 



mittee of Supplies if they have sent to New-York for any 
of the Powder which it is said is lately arrived there. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher, Captain Holmes, Mr. Saw- 
yer, Colonel Grout, and Mr. Webster, be a Committee to 
bring in a Resolve, in addition to the Resolve of the last 
Congress, respecting the Poor of the Town of Boston, 
passed the first ultimo, which shall extend jo_ such '. of the" 
Poor of said Town (sufferers by the Boston Port Bill) 
as were removed out of that Town before the date of the" 
said Resolve. 

The Committee appointed to inquire into the nature and 
qualities.of the Mineral Earth brought by Colonel Foster 
from Brookfield, reported, that it was their - opinion, and 
the opinion of those with whom, they conversed with there- 
on, that it contains a matter useful for the production of 
Nitre, but that there was too small a quantity for an ex- 
periment. Whereupon, " - r - 

Ordered, That this Committee be directed to appoint . 
some suitable person to repair to Brookjiettxo make some 
experiment with the Mineral Earth which is said to be there 
in large quantities. ■;'.'' 

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr, Dexter, Colonel 

Otis, Colonel Porter, Captain Stone of OakKdm, and 

Captain iS(ow'of Framingham, be a Committee to bring 

"hr '3 Resolve for the purpose of giving a currency to the 

Bills of Credit of all the Governments oh the Continent. 

The Committee appointed tobringin aTtesolve descrip- 
tive of the , Horse designed for Mr. Emerson, reported. 
The Report was read and. accepted, and Is as follows: 

Whereas, in a Resolve of t.bis_Congress passed on the 
1st instant, the horse appointed for the use of the Rev. Mr. 
Emerson, of Concord, was not so fully described as that 
Thomas Reed, of ' Woburn, the keeper of said horse, could 
with safety deliver. him to said Emerson: Therefore, 

Resolved, That said Reed be, and hereFy Is directed to 
deliver a certain Sorrel Horse that wjs tafceilby IheTJuards 
at Roxbury from an officer of GenerajTJog-e's Troops, on 
the 20th of April last, to said Emerson, he paying a rea- 
sonable sum for the keeping said horse ; and said Mr. 
Emerson is hereby permitted to jjeep and use said, horse 
until the further order of this Congress. 

Ordered, That Colonel Porter, Captain Stone of Oak- 
ham, Captain Partridge, Colonel Otis, and Deacon Baker, 
be a Committee to cpnsider.the Letter Jrom.Mr, Gndley to 
the Committee of Safety," and to confer withjhem thereon ; 
and also.on the state of the Artillery In general. 

Resolved, That the four Prisoners Tiro ught to this Con- 
gress by Sergeant John Parker, be committed to the cus- 
tody of the guard which is appointed to guard the publick 
stores in Watertown, till the further. oTder.oJtTiIsTJongress; 
and. that the, Commissary be dlrectecTto provide what pro- 
visions they may stand in need" of till t£-mi).rrow_mprning. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan .bring in a Resolve for the 
purpose of discouraging and preventing persons from taking 
any Notes or Bills of Credit of tbjs_ca^j^fjjex Colonies, 
under the" value specified therein..,"; __„_:; „*„:::,,, . 

The^ommittee appointed to bring_in a Resolve. Tor 
■giving currency to the Notes ofLthe other Governments, 
reported as follows, viz: " > 

Whereas, the Officers and Privates' oT tlie Regiments, 
from the adjoining Colonies have brought with them some 
of the Notes and Bills of Credit of the.xespecti ve Colonies 
to which they" belong, witfi wbichthey may have occasion 
to purchase articles for their support and comfort: --■ 

Therefore, Resolved, That it.be, and it hereby is re- 
commended to all the good people of this Colony to give 
a ready currency to such Notes and Bills, of Credit, as It 
will be for the benefit of the. Army, and fend to a continu- 
ance of the happy union at presentsubsisLing among the 
Colonies; and any person who shall ask discount on such 
Notes and Bills, shall be deemed inimic al to Lis Country. 

The Report was ordered to lie on the table till IHr. Sul- 
livan ha.d brought in the Resolve for which he was just 
now appointed. . ".:.""; . rj_Ji^_IlJIll^:»^ " 

Ordered, That Col. Cult, Captain Parker, Mr. Page, 
Captain Morton, and Captain Stone of Oakham, be'aCpm- 
mitteejp make some„ Establishment for an allowance of 
Provisions.; for the Soldiers of the Massachusetts Army". 
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-'■--Resolved, That Friday next, at three o'clock, P. M., 
-be assigned for the consideration of the Report of Colonel 
Thompson, relative to his proceedings at jtennebeck. 
^Adjourned to eight o'clock to-morrow mornmgr 
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s v : -« :.* Tuesday, June 6, 1775. 
Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan, Colonel Cushing, Mr, 
Partridge, Mr. Greenleaf, and Colonel Glover, be a Com- 
mittee to devise some means whereby the Army may be 
more" regularly supplied with the necessaries procured for 
it by the Colony. 

. Order of theTDay moved for. 

/ Resolved, That those Members who are out upon Com- 
mittees, be directed to attend. .'. 

: • Resolved., That .three o'clock, P, M. ; be assigned for the 
choice of a Vice-President. 
- ~. Ordere£._That .Colonel Thompson, Major Brooks, and 
Col. Cujt, be a^Committee to inquire into the circumstances 
o£ bringing the four Prisoners to.this* place yesterday. 

'"■' Moved, That the Congress take some order at this time 
> relative to the Prisoners. 

The question being put, it passed in the negative, 
. -■ 'The Papers respecting Colonel Brewer were read, and 
Colonel jgreMi e? - was. then admitted ; and, on his request, 

. ResoTye3, That Captain Butler, Captain Edwards, 
h\eulenm\'jQickerman, Colonel Buckminster, Mr. Cud- 
worth, Thonias Withington, and. Cap tain Gray, be admit- 
ted; on tfie_Jlopr of this House as. evidence in the case. 

The complaint of the Committee being read, and Col. 
Brewer haying had leave of making his defence, he was 
'fully heard .therein, as were also the witnesses by him pro- 
duced ; the galleries being first opened for any who were 
inclined to, hear the. cause. Colonel Brewer having offered 
what ta saw fit, withdrew with his witness.es ; and the gal-* 
leries being cleared, 

fyf°lv§iLt .TJiajjhe further consideration of this matter 
be referred to the afternoon. 

. The Coinmittee appointed to bring in a Resolve for 
giving currency to the Bills or Credit of the other Govern- 
ments., reported as follows : 

. Whereas, a~former Congress of this Colony, nolden at 
'.' Watertown,on the 20th day of May now last past, resolved, 
" That. <br th.e payment of advance pay.to the. Massachu- ' 
setts Ji.rmj, there should be issued by the Receiver-Gene- 
ral, on th£ credit of this. Colony, a sum not exceeding 
Twenty-Six Thousand Pounds, lawful money, in" notes, of 
the following denominations, to wit : of Twenty Shillings, 
of Eighteen Shillings, of Sixteen Shillings, of Fifteen Shi]-' 
^Jings, of Fourteen Shillings, of Twelve Shillings, of Ten 
Shillings, oT Nine Slnlhjigs, and of Six .Shillings; to be 
four thousand three bupdred and thirty-three of each de- 
nomination, ah"ono more :H, ■-- ; - 

And whereas, it .is absolutely necessary that the Bills 
aforesai d jh ouIcT have'free currency, and be supported in 
full credit; ItJs x therefore, 

Resolved, That no person within this Colony shall pur- 
chase or; takejn payment any of the Bills, aforesaid at any 
discoimt,_orJor ;_.a.Jess_surp than what is specified on the 
. face of therri ;_and thaf every' person so offending, shall be. 
deejned aji_enemy to his Country, and shall be punished 
by fine pHmproonment, at the discretion of any Congress 
of this Colony before whom he or she shall be convicted 
"thereof. . , : ... _ .,_.„.,_.- .. ■"".', .-;/ ; 

Arid whereas jt is expedient, for divers reasons, that the 

,Bills of the oiher.Colonies on this Continent, except those 

that have_ Been or may be issued by the Governments of 

Quebeck and Nova-Scotia, should have full credit and free 

currejricy Tir this Colony : It is, therefore, 

__ ." Resolved, That the above Resolution respecting the 
Bills of the.. Colony , shall be extended to have as fulfforce 
with respect tolhe Bills of the other Colonies on this Con- 
tinent, (excepting Quebeck and Nova-Scotia,) as to the 

jBllls of t_hi s u Colo ny; and it is also 

A ; Resolv^edjThat the Bills of the other Colonies, except- 
ing as af oresai E, shall bereceived in all payments, and have 
equal credllistlioseoTthis Colony ; and it is also 

. Replved, TThat any person whp shall inform this or any 
future Congress of this Colony, against any person, who 



shall violate either of these Resolutions aforesaid, shall, on 
conviction ofsuch person, be entitled to receive out of the 
publick Treasury of this Cplony, in reward for such infor- 
mation, the sum of ..... ; and it is also 
. -Resolved, That any person who shall Inform against 
persons violating either of the aforesaid Resolutions to any 
Committee of Correspondence In this Province, shall", on 
the conviction of. any person offending as aforesaid, be en- 
titled to the same reward as if the said complaint had been 
made to _any Congress, of this Colony ; and all the Com- 
mittees of Safety in this Colony are strictly enjoined, when 
any such complaint shall be made to them, that they, as 
sp'on as may be, send the same complaint, with the name or 
names of the witness or witnesses of the fact, to the Con- 
gress of this Colony": . ' ~ 1 ~ " ; 

The Report was ordered to lie upon Ihe table till the 
afternoon, -. . . , ■■---»■_ -__--^ i -^. '■■■ -.— r --_■ 

AKernoon. 

Voted, That the Resolve which passed in the forenoon 
for choosing a Vice-President, be reconsidered. 

The Congress resumed, the consideration of the case of 
Mr. Brewer; and after a long and full debate, it was moved 
that the question be piit,~Whetber the President should be 
directed to deliver a Commission to Mr, Brewer, as Colonel 
of aHegiment in the Massachusetts Army? 

And it passed in the negative ; the number of Members 
present being 150, and but 70 for the question. ■' ' ~J 

Mr, Cushing informed the Congress, that Mr. Benjamin 
Edwards, on hearing at the door of this House, of the de- 
termination of the Congress respecting Mr. Brewer, made 
use of the following expression*, viz : " By God, if this 
Province is to be governed, in.this.manner, it is time for us 
to look out ; and itis all p wing to the Committee of Safety,' 
a pack of sappy-headed leTTows; I Ttnow three oFlbem 
myself.!'.. Whereupon, 

Resolved, .That Mr. Edwards be dir ected to attend this 
House to "make answer to the aBove cEarge. 

Mr. Edwards being called in, and having heard the 
charge alleged against him, it was 

Resolved, That Mr. Edwards have leave to "withdraw, 
and that he be directed to attend this Congress to-morrow 
morning, ten o'clock. . , 

The Petition of Major Baldwin being read and consi- 
dered, it is thereupon - - =---■-■ ~ :: --~= : .- r zs . 

Ordered, That the Reverend President Langdon be 
requested to furnish Major Baldwin, out of the College 
apparatus, with such instruments. as. he stands in need of, 
to perform the publick services therein mentioned, he^ giving ~ 
his receipt therefor to. return. the same ]p good order as 
soon 'as the said services, shall be performed. 

A Uesolye of the Committee of SAfgty, "relative to the 
inadmission of Slaves into the Army, ~was read, and order- 
ed to lie on the table for further conside ration. 

The Committee appointed to bring^in an addrtional. Re- '_ 
solve relative to making provision for theToor.of Ronton, 
reporte.d. The Report was read, amended, and accepted, 
and ordered to be printed in the Cambridge, Waiertown, 
and Worcester Papers ; and is as follows : 

Whereas, the provision already made for the removal pf 
the Poor of Boston, suffering by the cruel hanJof arbitrary 
power, has not answered the sarutarypurposes inte^ed, 
and it .becomes.necessary that, further provision be made : 

Therefore, Resolved, That such suffering Poor shall be 
allowed to remove into, any Town or District in. the Colo- 
ny, other than such Towns ;or Districts aj^rj^ already or- 
dered to provide for andireceive: the nuniber of said Poor 
to therri assigned ; and every Town and District in the 
Colony that shall receive arid provide necessary support 
for such suffering Poor, shall be indermn'fjed .in every re- 
spect as fully as any other Town qr District in thejCblony, 
provided they observe and I cpm ply ^"wjtFdirectioris already 
given relative to said Poor, ~"-- " : ."^V:."^; ; ;j;r^ 

And whereas, in the present distressed circumstances and 
confusion of the Town of Boston, some; of said Poor have 
or may remove out of said Townwithout_a proper certifi- 
cate from the Committee of Donatipiisfand the Town to 
which such persons may remove jriajrreTuse to receive them 
for want of the same, - < ■••■•;- : :. ™-sf-~-.--js^ -^^t- 
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Resolved, That it is recommended to the Selectmen of 
the several Towns and Districts in this Colony, to which 
such persons may remove, that such provision be made as 
is necessary to prevent their suffering, until such certificate 
can be procured ; and such Town or District shall be in- 
demnified as before provided, they observing the directions 
given in the Resolve passed by the last Congress relative 
to said Poor ; and such persons shall be considered as part 
of their assignment. 

And whereas, it is found extremely difficult for the Com- 
mittees at Charkstown and Roxbury to remove said Poor 
to the several Towns and Districts to which they are des- 
tined, for want of teams to go such a distance as is neces- 
sary m many cases, it is further recommended to the Select- 
men of each Town and District in this Colony, that they 
assist in removing said Poor upon every necessary occasion, 
when it is in their power, to the several places of their 
assignment, keeping a particular account of their trouble 
and expense, and the names of the persons they assisted ; 
and they shall be paid in manner as before provided. And 
the Committees at Charkstown and. Roxbury, who were 
appointed by this Congress to make provision for such Poor 
as might come out of the Town of Boston, are desired to 
procure a list of said Poor from the Committee of Dona- 
tions for future use; and also to take the advantage of the 
teams that may come from the westward, for the removal 
of said Poor by every opportunity in their power. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to inquire into 
the circumstances of bringing four Prisoners from Cam- 
bridge, be directed to make such provision for them as is 
necessary, till further orders from this Congress ; and that 
Mr. Robinson be added to the Committee ; and that said 
Committee report what they think would be best to be 
done with them. 

Adjourned to Wednesday^ morning, eight o'clock. 

Wednesday, June 7, 1775. 
Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan, Colonel Parker, Mr. 
Webster, Major Fuller, and Colonel Prescott, be a Com- 
mittee to waif on General Ward, requesting him to exhibit 
to this Congress a Return of the number of men in the 
Massachusetts Army; and that Mr. Sullivan, Dr. Holten, 
and Mr. Gushing, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve 
for this purpose. 

The Committee appointed to consider what is best to be 
done with the four Prisoners brought from Dartmouth via 
. Cambridge, reported. The Report was recommitted. 

A Petition from the Inhabitants of Machias, was read, 
and committed to Mr. Batchelder, Col. Otis, Mr. Nichols, 
Mr. Lothrop, and Mr. Webster, to consider thereon, and 
report. 

The Committee appointed to inquire what is become of 
the original Letter from the Stockbridge Indians, reported, 
that they think it probable, from what they have on inquiry 
heard, that it is still in the hands of the Honourable Mr. 
Hancock. 

The Committee appointed to consider of Colonel Grid- 
ley's Letter to the Committee of Safety, beg leave to report 
in part, that an Ordnance Storekeeper be immediately ap- 
pointed, and recommend that Major Nathaniel Barber be 
appointed, to. jMtlmployment ; and beg leave to sit. again 
to report a proper establishment, as also to report what fur- 
ther steps are necessary to be taken, as requested in Colonel 
Gridley's Letter. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to the Lieu- 
tenants and Ensigns of Colonel Mansfield's Regiment, 
agreeable to the list by Him exhibited. 

Ordered, That Mr. Edwards, Colonel Porter, Doctor 
Whiting, Mr. Wheeler, and Mr. Gbodridge, be a Com- 
mittee to consider theJLettefs from the Stockbridge In- 
dians, and report. 

A Petition frojmCoIonel. J3rew?er, and another from seve- 
ral nominal Captains under him, were read, and ordered to 
lie on the table, 

Two Resolves from the Continental Congress were read, 
and ordered to be printed in handbills, and dispersed through- 
out the Colony. 

Colonel Porter, Cofonel Tyng, and Mr. Jewett, were 



appointed a Committee to prepare a Resolve for the pur- 
pose of carrying into execution the said Resolves. 

Resolved, That Mr. Edwards be called in and admon- 
ished by the President ; which was accordingly done. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to Colonel 
Fellows, and the Officers of his Regiment, agreeable to 
the list exhibited by his Lieutenant-Colonel. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve ex- 
pressive of the duty of the Committee wlio were appointed 
this day to wait on General Ward, reported. The Report 
was read and accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Ordered, That Mr. Sidlivan, Colonel" Parks, Mr. Web- 
ster, Major Fuller, and Colonel Prescott, be a Committee 
to wait on the Honourable General Ward, hold a confer- 
ence with him on the state of the Army, and desire him to 
make a Return, as soon as may be, to this Congress, of 
the number and equipments of the Troops raised by this 
Colony, and now in the camps at Cambridge and Roxbury, 
and stationed elsewhere, that due advisement be had 
thereon. 

The Honourable Mr. Spooner, Honourable Mr. Sever, 
and the Hon. Col. Bowers, appointed to consider a Me- 
morial from the Convention at Worcester, being absent, 

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Dexter, Colonel 
Dwight, and Captain Stone, be appointed Tn their stead. 

A Memorial from the Selectmen of the Town of Salem, 
was read, and committed to Colonel Glover, Dr. Taylor, 
and Mr. Wheeler. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to bring in a 
Resolve for giving currency to the Bills of Credit of the 
other Governments, was read, and recommitted. 

Ordered, That Mr. Orne, Colonel Porter, and _Mr. 
Whittemore, be a Committee to consider the Petitipn.Qf 
Benjamin Ames, and seven other Companies of Colonel 
Fry's Regiment, and report. 

The Committee on the Petition of the Inhabitants of 
Machias, reported. The Report was orderecTFo lie on the 
table for further consideration. _. 



Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Colonel Warren, Honourable Mr. Dea- 
fer, Colonel Gerrish, Colonel Otis, and Colonel Farley, 
be a Committee to confer with the. two gentlemen, Mem- 
bers of the Congress of New-Hampshire, who have just 
brought a Letter from that Congress to this. 

Resolved, That to-morrow, four o'clock, P. M., be as- 
signed for the choice of two gentlemen to act as Major- 
Generals in the Massachusetts Army. 

The Report of the Committee on the Letter from Hop- 
kinion, was read. The consideration of it was put off to 
five o'clock this afternoon. 

On the Representation of the Town Clerk of Lunen- 
burgh, (by his Letter to Doctor Taylor,) respecting their 
Town stock of . Powder, &tc, ■■■''- — .~.__ 

ResoTved, That that Town be excjased_fromile]ivering 
out of their stock any more than one half barrel, the Re- 
solve of the former Congress directing the Selectmen of 
said Town.to deliver two: barrels to the order of the Com- 
mittee of Supplies, notwithstanding. 

Ordered, That Mr. Orne and Mr. Pose T)e of the Com- 
mittee appointed to collect the Letters of the late Govern- 
our Hutchinson, in the room of Doctor Perkins and Mr. 
Ellis, who are absent. . . . ._ _ . 

The Committee appointed to inquire into the circum- 
stances "of the four Prisoners; reported. The_Report was 
amended and accepted, and Is as follows : 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
circumstances of four Prisoners brought to this Congress 
on the 2d day of June instant, said to be taken at Dart- 
mouth since the ISth of April last, beg leave' to report, 
that it is the opinion of this Committee, that the said four 
prisoners, viz: Richard Luejcus, Mate oTthe Ship Falcon, 
John Dunkinson, Surgeon's Mate, Jonathan Lee, .and 
Robert Cady,he sent to Concord, to the care of the Se- 
lectmen of said Town, to be by them secured and provided 
for, agreeable to their rank, at the expense oftbis CoJony, 
until they receive some further order from this or .some 
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other Congress or House of. Representatives of this Co- 
lony. "— -~-_~_:~ " "." ■•-■■•- 

The Committee appointed to confer with the gentlemen 
from the New- Hampshire Congress, reported verbally. 

Whereupon, Ordered, That said Committee be directed 
to reduce their Report to writing. 

The Report of the Committee on the Petition from the 
Inhabitants of Machias, being again read, was accepted, 
and is as follows, viz : 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of 
the Inhabitants o^Machias, beg leave to report, that it be 
recommended by this Congress to the Committee of Cor- 
respondence of the Town of Salem, or to the like Com- 
mittees of any other Town within this Province, to supply 
Messrs, Gardner and Smith, of said Machias, for the pre- 
sent relief of the said inhabitants, with the following arti- 
cles, viz : one hundred bushels of Indian Corn, ten barrels 
of Pork and Beef, one cask of Molasses, and one cask of 
Rice, and take'm return for the same, Wood, or such other 
payment as the said Gardner and Smith may be able to 
make ; and in case they or their constituents (the above- 
said inh abitants ) shall not make satisfaction for the same in 
a reasonable time, it shall be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Treasury of this Province ; and the said, inhabit- 
ants shall refund .the same as soon as may be. 

Your Committee furthe_r report, that a recommendation 
go forth from this Congress to the Governour and Company 
of the Colony of Connecticut, to suffer the inhabitants qf the 
eastern parts of this Colony to purchase and carry out of 
said Colony of Connectiait such Provisions as their neces- 
sitous circumstances may require. 

The Committee appointed to confer with the gentlemen 
from New-Hampshire having reduced their Report to 
writing, the same was read and accepted, and is as fol- 
lows, viz : . 

Resolved, That an application be made by this Congress 
to the Continental Congress, desiring them to take such 
measures as. to them shall appear proper, to quiet and con- 
ciliate the minds of the inhabitants of Canada, and the 
several tribes of Indians adjacent to these Colonies, and 
prevent any unfavourable apprehensions from the military 
preparations of the several Colonies in America; and that 
the other three New-England Colonies, with the Colony 
of JVew-YorS, he desired to join in such an application. 

Resolved, That Letters be immediately wrote to the 
Colonies of Connecticut, Rhode-Island, and New-Hamp- 
shire, desiring them, severally, to appoint Committees to 
meet a Committee appointed by this Congress, at the 
Town of Worcester, in this Colony, on Wednesday, the 
28th day of June current, in order to settle_and determine 
the number7pf men to be raised on the present emergency 
by each of the New-England Colonies; aniflikewise to 
determine, where they shall be stationed and employed. 

Whereupon, Ordered, That the President, Honourable 
Mr. Sever, "and the Honourable Mr. Dexter, be a Commit- 
tee Jo prepare an application to the Continental Congress, 
and a Letter to each of the Colonies of Connecticut, Rhode- 
Island, and New- Hampshire, and a Letter to New-Yorfc, 
agreeable to. the foregoing Resolve. 

Resolved, That to-morrow, five o'clock, P. M., be as- 
signed for the choice of three Members of ..this. Congress 
as a Committee to meet Committees from, the Colonies of 
Connecticut, Rhode-Island, and New-Hampshire, agree- 
able to the foregoing Resolve. 

The Committee appointed to confer with the Committee 
of Safety orTthe subject of their Resolve relative to a re- 
enforcement ofthe Army, reported as follows : 

TheConiniittee appointed to consider a Resolve of the 
Committee of Safety of the. second instant relative to a 
re-enfQrjcement~ofth~e Massachusetts Army, have attended 
that service; and having, agreeable to. the order of Con-, 
gress, conferred with the Committee of Safety and General 
Officers upon the subject-matter of the Resolve, beg leave, 
upon mature deliberation, to report, that it appears to the 
Committee inexpedient and unnecessary for this Colony to 
augment at present the Forces already voted by it to be 
established for. the defence of this and the other American 
Colonies. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That to-morrow, nine o'clock, be assigned for 
the consideration of the said Renort: n nd that the Com- 



mittee of Safety, the Committee of Supplies, and the seve- 
ral Committees of this Congress, be notified of this assign- 
ment, and be desired to attend at that time, if they can 
with conveniency. 

Ordered, That the Honourable Colonel Warren, Mr. 
Pitts, Mr. Gerry, the President, Colonel Freeman, Mr. 
Pickering, Mr. Batchelder, Honourable Mr. Dexter, and 
Mr. Greenleaf, be a Committee to consider the expediency 
of establishing a number of small armed Vessels to cruise 
on our sea-coasts for the 'protection of our trade and the 
annoyance of our enemies ; and that the Members be en- 
joined by order of Congress to observe secrecy in this 
matter. J 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan, ColoneTForter, Honour- 
able Mr. Sever, Mr. Greenleaf, and Mr. Partridge, be a 
Committee to consider at large on some measure for com- 
missionating the Officers of the Army. 

Ordered, That the Secretary be.directed to serve Gene- 
ral Ward with a List ofthe Officers of the Army commis- 
sionated by this Congress. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, June 8, 1775. 

An account of the taking a Sloop which sailed from 
Boston for Annapolis for Hay and other stores for the use 
of the Army at Boston, from the Committee ofthe Town 
of Arundel, was read f as also seve_raJ_Le_tters_which were 
found op board said Sloop : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Congress be given to 
said Committee for their care and judicious conduct in this 
affair. _'.."... '.'.!_. 

The Order of the Day moved for. 

Resolved, That this Congress will resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whple.Hpu.se. 

Which was done accordingly. 

The Committee of the Whole House, by Col. Warren, 
their Chairman, reported, that the Committee have not 
sufficient time to deliberate on a matter of such importance ; 
and therefore desire leave to sit again; which Report was 
accepted by the Congress. 

Afternoon. 
The Committee of the W T hole_ House reported, that it 
was the opinion of said Committee, that the Report ofthe 
Committee who were appointed to confer with the Com- 
mittee of Safety on the augmentation of the Army, be 
accepted ; which Report was accordingly accepted by this 
Congress. 

Ordered, That a Commission be delivered to Thomas 
Poor, Esq., as Major of a Regiment under the command 
of Colonel Fry. 

Resolved, That the choice oftwojyiajor-GeneraIs.be. 
deferred to four o'clock to-morrow ^tenioon. _ 

Ordered, That the Committee 'appointed to consider 
the expediency of establishing several small armed Vessels, 
sit forthwith. ■:- -. : .: -v-;~.:-.-: -:= - ; :-:r "■:.- - r -': -..= 

The Committee appointed to consider on some measures 
for commissionating the Officers ofthe. Army, reported the 
following Resolve; which was read and accepted, and a 
hundred of them ordered to be printed and dispersed among 
the Army. It is as follows, viz : 

Whereas, it is necessary to have, as soon asmay be, a 
Return of the number and equipments of the Forces raised 
by this Colony ; and whereas, it is of the utmost impor- 
tance that such Returns should be consistent with the strict- 
est truth : It is, therefore, 

Resolved, That if any Officer now 'commissioned [in the 
Forces aforesaid, or that shall hereafter be commissioned 
therein, shall wittingly and willingly, after his being so 
commissioned, make any false returns of the numbers or 
equipments of the men under his command, and shall be 
thereof convicted before this or any future Congress of this 
Colony, or before a General Court Martial of the Army 
raised by this Colony, such Officer shall be immediately 
cashiered. And every person now under nomination, or 
that shall hereafter be ngrninated . to. .any office in. said 
Forces, who shall wittingly and. willingly make such false 
return, shall be deemed incapable of holding any commis- 
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sion or command in the Forces aforesaid, until the last day 
of December next. 

The Petition of Col. Henshaw was Tead, and committed 
to the Committee who were appointed to consider on some 
measure for commissionating the Officers of the Army. 

Resolved, That the choice of three Delegates to meet 
Delegates from the otherT]!olonies in New-England, at 
Worcester, be put off to ten o'clock to-morrow morning. 

.Ordered, That Mr. Gushing of Hanover, Capt. Stone 
of Oakham, and Dummer Jewett, Esq., be a Committee to 
take into consideration a Petition from the Committee of 
Correspondence for the County of Cumberland ; and that 
they sit forthwith. 

Ordered, That Major Bliss, Major Brooks, and Mr. 
Sayer, be a Committee to consider the Account of Captain 
Phelps; and to consider what sum is necessary to supply 
Captain Phelps with for transporting to Ticonderoga the 
Pork he has purchased for our Forces there, and bringing 
the Cannon from thence. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wheeler be appointed to number 
the small Colony Notes, in the room of Mr. Goodwin, who 
has Leave to go home. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Letter from 
the Stockbridge Indians, reported the following ; which 
was accepted, and ordered to be authenticated by the 
Secretary, if the President is not in Watertown, and sent 
forward : 

" To the Moheakounuck Tribe of Indians, living in and 
about Stockbridge : 

" Brothers : We this day, by the Delegate from Stock- 
bridge, first heard your friendly answer to our speech to 
you by Captain William Goodrich; which answer we are 
told you made to us immediately by a letter which we have 
not yet received. We now reply. 

" Brothers : You say that you were once great, but that 
you are now liltle ; and that we once Were little, but are 
now great. The Supreme. Spirit orders these things. 
Whether we Are_ little or great, let us keep the path of 
friendship clear, which our fathers made, and in which we 
have "both travelled to this time. 

"The friends of the wicked counsellors of our King fell 
upon us and shed some blood, soon after we spake to you 
last by our letter. But we with a small twig killed so many, 
and frightened them so much, that they have shut them- 
selves up in our great Town, called Boston, which they 
have made strong. 

"■ We have now made our hatchets and all our instruments 
of war sharp and bright. All the chief counsellors who 
live on "this_side_the great wateT, are sitting in the grand 
Council-House _in Philadelphia. When they give the 
word, we shall all, as one man, fall on and drive our ene- 
mies ouLoLtlieir strong fort, and follow them till they shall 
take their hands. .out. of' our pouches, and let us sit in our 
council-house, as we used to do, and as our fathers did in 
old times. 

" Brothers : ^ Thou gli you are small, yet you are wise; 
use your wisdom to help us. If you think it best, go and 
smoke your pipe with your Indian brothers towards the 
setting of the sun, and tell them all you hear and all you 
see, and let u_s,know what their wise men say. If some 
of your young men should have a mind to see what we are 
doing liere, let them come down and tarry among our war-_ 
rioiirs. We will provide for them while they are here. 

" Brothers : When you have any trouble, come and tell 
it tOus,"dnd we will help you. 

" Signed by order of Congress : 

" Samuel Freeman, Secretary. 
'-' To Captain Solomon Uhhaunnauwaunmut, Chief Sachem 
of the Moheakounuck Tribe of Indians at Stockbridge" 

Whereas, it appears to this Congress, that great benefit 
may arise to the. American cause, should our friends of the 
Stockbridge or Moheakounuck Tribe of Indians send belts 
and messengers to the several tribes connected with them ; 
and as the same may be attended with expense ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Selectmen of the Town of Stock- 
bridge, for the time being, be a Committee to promote the 
forwarding such messengers and belts ; and that the Com- 
mittee aforesaid be allowed to draw out of the publick 



moneys in the hands of Stephen Nash, late Collector for 
the Town of Stockbridge aforesaid, any sum or sums, not. 
exceeding fifteen Pounds, for which said Committee shall 
account to this or some future Congress or House of Repre- 
sentatives, and be allowed all reasonable charges that have 
or may arise for promoting and forwarding the premises. 

The Committee appointed to estab_l]sh_an allowance of 
Provisions for the Soldiers, reported. The further consi- 
deration of the Report was put off to nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 

A Colonel's commission was delivered to Colonel John 
Fellows. 

Adjourned to eight o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Friday, June 9, 1775. 

A Petition from the Selectmen, and others, of the Town 
of Manchester, was read, and committed to the Committee 
who were appointed to consider the circumstances of the 
Seaport Towns. 

Col. Bowers and Mr. Fisher, who were of the Committee 
appointed to consider the Petition of the Convention of 
Committees of the County of Worcester, being absent, 

Ordered, That Major Bliss and Doctor" Taylor be ap- 
pointed in their room. .:.:.:: 

Colonel Bowers, who was on the Committee appointed, 
to consider the situation and circumstances of the sea- 
coasts, being absent, - . "-"" ""."'",:: 

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Spooner be ap- 
pointed in his room. .... 

Ordered, That Captain Stone of Oakham, Deacon 
Hovey, Colonel Prescott, Colonel Farfey, and Colonel 
Grout, be a Committee to consider what is proper to be 
done with the Prisoners brought to this place from 
Arundel. 

Ordered, That Captain Goodrich, Mr. Mitchell, and 
Mr. Johnson, be a Committee to consider a Petition from 
Abiathar Angel, and report. 

A Petition from the Town of Berwick was read and 
committed to the Committee appointed to consider the 
situation and circumstances of the. sea-coasts. 

The Committee appointed to bring fn a Resolve for the 
purpose of enforcing two Resolves of the.Continental Con- 
gress, reported. The Report was accepted, and, with the 
said Resolves of Congress, here. Tollow, viz : 

" In Congress, at Philadelphia, BTay 17, 1775. 

"Resolved, That all exportations to (^liebeck, Nova- 
Scotia, the Island of St. John's, Newfoundland, Georgia, 
(except the Parish of St. John's,*) and to East and West- 
Florida, immediately cease ;" and' that no Provisions of any 
kind, or other necessaries, be furnished to the British 
Fisheries on the ^4mm'ccm coasts, until it be otherwise 
determined by the Congress. 

./.-.--. T '-'-May 29, 1775. 

" Resolved, That no Provisions or necessaries of any kind . 
be exported to the Island of Nantucket, except from the 
Colony of the Massachusetts- Bay. The Convention of the 
Colony is desired to take measures for effectually providing 
the said Island, upon their application to purchase the 
same, with as much Provision as shall be necessary for its 
internal use, and no more. - " - 

"The Congress deeming it of great importance to North 
America that the British Fishery should not be furnished 
with Provisions from this Continent through Nantucket, 
earnestly recommend a vigilant execution of this Resolve 
to all Committees. 

"A true copy from the Minutes: 

" Charles. Thomson, Secretary." 

The foregoing Resolves of the Continental Congress 
being read and considered, 

Resolved, That the same be forthwith printed in hand- 
bills, together with this Resolve, and dispersed in the seve- 
ral seaport Towns in this Colony, that due obedience may 
be paid to the same. . . __ ;_.. ._._... 

Further Resolved, That the inhabitanfLortTie Island of 
Nantucket have liberty to purchase such Provisions as are 
necessary for the internal use of the. said Island in' any of 
the New-England Governments : ProvidJS, nevertheless, 
that no Provisions or necessaries of any~ltin<I Tie exported 
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to the saj<lJsland_flfJVflrnfucfc6(, without a permit in writing 
from the Committee. of. Safety of this Colony, or such per- 
son or person? as they shall appoint to give such permit, 
expressing the quantity so to be transported, be first had 
and obtained, and that the same be exported from such port 
only (irfthls Colony) as shall be expressed in the same 
permit. ....._.. .:':. 

The Order of the Day was moved for. 

The Report of the. Committee on the establishment of 
an allowance of Provisions for the Soldiers was read and 
considered, and after debate thereon, was recommitted. 

~ The Committee on the Petition from the County of 
Worcester reported, that it is the opinion of the Committee 
that the Delegates chosen by the Districts of Paxton and 
Charlton, as mentioned in said Petition, have not a right 
to seats m this House. 

Moved, That a commission be delivered to Col. John 
Glover, as Colonel of a Regiment in the Massachusetts 
Army. -_-.-.. -"_.._. 

Afternoon. 
The Report of the Committee on the Petition from the 
County of Worcester was considered, and, after much de- 
bate, the question was put, whether said Report be accept- 
ed;, and it passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That the Guard who has in custody the Pri- 
soners from Arundel be relieved by a Guard from the Town 
of Waterjowii. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sayer be added to the Committee 
who wereappointed to consider some measures For com- 
missionatlng the Officers of the Army, in the room of Col, 
Porter, who has leave of absence. 

Leave of absence was granted to the Rev. Mr. Thayer 
and the Rev. Mr. Curtis; and it being moved, that they be 
directed to ret urn as soon as may be, the question was put, 
and it passed in the negative. - 

Colonel Porter, who was of the Committee to consider 
the Letter of Mr. Gridley to the Committee of Safety 
relative to the Train, being absent, Mr. Partridge was' ap- 
pointed in his room. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be required, 
as soon as may be, to certify to this Congress the names of 
such gentlemen as are candidates for the command of a 
Regiment, with the number of privates that have been en- 
listed und_er them, and any other claims or pretensions that 
any gentleman may have to a commission in the service.' 

Ordered, That the Papers exhibited to this Congress 
by Captain Phelps be returned to him by Major Bliss. 
Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 



Saturday, June 10, 1775. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Safety be directed to 
make return, in writing, to this Congress, as soon as may 
be, of the names of all those' persons who claim or offer 
themselveyota .commissioned as Colonels of Regiments 
in the Colony Army and are not commissioned, with any 
agreement that may have been made with any such persons 
by the Committee of Safety, as also a'state of those Regi- 
ments wJ>J£h such persons claim the command of, as to 
their numbers, equipments, and the time they have been 
eriga'ged in the service. 

The Committee appointed to consider what is proper to 
be done witri_t]ij?.Prisoners brought from Arundel, report- 
ted as follows, viz ;■ ■ . 

The Committee appointed to examine the persons and 
papers sent to this Congress by the Committee of the Town 
of Arunde^ haye__attended that service, and after due 
perusal of said papers, Josiah Jones and Jonathan Micks, 
therein referred. Jp, were brought before them. Said Jones, 
in his def|nce, says, he had no concern with the Sloop 
■ Polly, otherwise than as_a. passenger in her to Nova~Scatia; 
notwithstanding which it appears clearly to this Committee, 
by said papers, as also by the evidence of Captain Smith, 
master, herewith transmitted, that said Janes went on board 
said sloop as supercargo, in the service of General (xage, 
to bring hay and other articles to Boston, to supply our 
enemies.: We jKnd.by said Jones'- 's account of himself, that 



he went to Boston soon after the memorable Lexington 
battle, on the 1 9th of April last, in company with John 
Ruggles, of Hardwick, who was ordered by a Committee 
to the said Town of Hardwick ; and that said Jones was 
knowing to the proceedings of said Committee against said 
Ruggles before they set out together from Weston to take 
refuge in Boston; that they left the common road, and 
went in the woods and difficult places, to pass the Town 
of Roxbury. This Committee, upon the whole, have not 
the least reason to doubt of said Jones's being a notorious 
enemy to his Country, and of his having been in the actual 
employment of our enemies against the just liberties of the 
people ; therefore beg leave to report the following Order, 
viz : 

Ordered, That Josiah Jones, taken from the Sloop 
.Polly, be sent with a sufficient guard to the Town of Con- 
cord, in the County of 'Middlesex, and committed to the 
common jail, there to remain until the further orders of the 
Congress, or House of Representatives of this Colony. 

Said Jonathan Hicks, in his defence, says, that since 
the publick disputes respecting the liberties of the Country, 
he has not liked the. part that has been acted, In many re- 
spects, on either side, therefore could not see his way clear 
to join with any. . ..-- 

Upon examination the Committee find, by evidence, that 
at Gardinerston, while he lived there, he expressed him- - 
self highly against Committees of Correspondence, Sic, 
calling them rebels, and using other opprobrious language 
against the people who appeared for" liberty, and endea- 
voured to hinder their unity. That also, while he, the 
said Hicks, lived at Plymouth, he was esteemed by the 
good people there inimical to the liberties of his Country 
by his general conduct, and that at certain times he ap- 
peared very high, and once drew his sword or spear upon 
certain persons. Said Hicks, upon the whole, owns "his 
"general conduct has been such as the people for liberty 
call a tory, but still says, he is against the oppressive acts. 

Said Hicks confesses that the evening alter the battle of 
Lexington, aforesaid, he left Plymouth and took shelter 
with the Troops at Marshfield, not thinking himself safe in 
the country; that he went with them to Boston, and there 
remained until he went on board the Sloop Polly with 
Jones, and says he designed for Halifax, there to tarry, 
if he could find business, in order to be out of the noise. 
Captain Smith, master of said sloop, can give no account 
of Hicks's business on board. All he can say is, he in 
general appeared inimical, calling the liberty people rebels, 
&c. The Committee, therefore, beg leave to report the 
following Order : -_ - = — -, : ... 

Ordered, That Jonathan Hicks, taken from the Sloop 
Polly, be sent with a sufficient guard to the Town of Con- 
cord, in the County of Middlesex, and committed to the 
common jail, there to remain until the furt her orders of the 
Congress, or House of Representatives of this Colony. 

Resolved, That the Keeper of the Jail in the County of 
Middlesex be directed to receive Messrs. Jones and Hicks, 
who were taken prisoners from the Sloop Polly, at Arun- 
del, and keep them in safe custody till further order, and 
provide them necessaries for their subsistence whilst, in . 
jail; and that the Committee, of Correspondence for the 
Town of Watertown be directed to see that the Resolves 
of Congress respecting the said Jo nes and Hicks be forth- 
with carried into, execution, and to take such guard as they 
think necessary for that purpose. 

Ordered, That the Hon. Mr. Sever, Colonel Otis, .and 
Mr. Davis, be added to the Committee who were appoint- 
ed to consider the expediency of establishing a number of 
arrqed. Vessels for the" protection of the sea-coasts. 

Ordered, That Major Uawley, Captain Stone otFra- 
mingham, Colonel Parks, Hon. Mr. Sever, Mr. Johnson, 
Hon. Mr, Spooner, and Deacon Plympton, be a Commit- 
tee to take into consideration the Artificers Which may be 
necessary for the Army in the pay oTthis Colony, and that 
they report, as soon as may be, in what way such Artificers 
shall be established, the numbers wanted for the Army at 
Cambridge and Roxbury, of each kind^jmd the sum that 
is proper to be allowed them per month. " 

Ordered, That Jfr, JfhiMmrAl Captain Liwight, and 
Mr, Eollock, be a Commjttee to bring in a Resolve for the 
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appointment of a number of Armourers for the Massachu- 
setts Army, and for the establishment of their pay. 

The Ttesolve for establishing an allowance of Provisions 
for the Soldiers was again read, and accepted, and ordered 
to be printed in handbills, and is as follows, viz : 

The Committee appointed to make an establishment for 
the allowance for Provisions for the Soldiers of the Massa- 
chusetts Army, beg leave to report the following Resolve, 
viz: 

Resolved, That each Soldier in the Massachusetts Army 
shall have the following allowance per day, viz : one 
pound of Bread ; half a pound of Beef and half a pound 
of Pork, and if Pork cannot be had, one pound and a 
quarter of Beef, and one day in seven they shall have 
one pound and one quarter of salt fish, instead of one day's 
allowance of meat ; one pint of Milk, or if Milk cannot be 
had, one gill of Rice ; one quart of good spruce or malt 
Beer; one gill of Peas or Beans, or other sauce equiva- 
lent ; six ounces of good Butter per week ; one pound of 
good common Soap for six men per week; half a pint of 
Vinegar per week per man, if it can he had. 

The Committee appointed to inquire into the state of 
the Army reported, that in order to execute their commis- 
sion, it is necessary that they should be furnished with a 
copy of all recommendations for commissions sent to this 
Congress by the Committee of Safety, and a list of all Offi- 
cers commissioned by the Congress; and asked leave to sit 
again. The Report was accepted. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sayer, Mr. Edwards, and Major 
Fuller, be a Committee to consider the proposal of the 
Hon. General Ward respecting furloughs for the Soldiers, 
and report. 

Afternoon, 
_ The Petition of a number of the Freeholders of Wil- 
liamsburgh was read, and committed to Mr. Hale, Mr. 
Lyman, and Colonel Danielson. 

The Petition of Davis and Coverli/v/as read, an_d com- 
mitted to Mr. Fairbank, Mr. Webster, and Col. Sawyer. 

Monday next, three o'clock, P. M., was assigned to 
make choice of three Delegates, to meet those that may be 
sent from the other New-England Colonies. 

The choice of two Major-Generals referred to Monday, 
five o'clock, P. M. 

Hon. Colonel Warren, Hon. Mr. Spooner, Dr. Taylor, 
Captain Stone, Mr. Edwards, Colonel Cobb, and Colonel 
Thompson, were appointed a Committee to consider the 
expediency of establishing a number of armed Vessels, 



Sunday, June 11, 1775. 

The Congress met at eight o'clock, and adjourned to 
half past three, P. M. 

Resolved, That the Hon. Major Hawley, Hon. Mr. 
Spooner, Hon. Colonel Warren, and Hon. Colonel Foster, 
have leave to offer for the consideration of this Congress 
an Address which they have prepared to the Continental 
Congress. 

The same being read and amended, was accepted, and 
ordereoLto be transcribed and signed by the Hon. Major 
Hawley, as ^ Vice-President, and sent immediately by ex- 
press idEMladelyhia, and that the Committee of Supplies 
be desirecT tq procure some person "to carry it. It is as fol- 
lows, viz: ' : "^S^' : 

May it please your Honours : 

The situation of any Colony or People perhaps was 
never before such as made It more necessary for fully exer- 
cising the powers of civil Government, than the present 
state and situation of the Colony of the Massachusetts 
Bay. 

The embarrassments, delays, disappointments, and ob- 
structions in executing every undertaking necessary for the 
preservation of our lives, and much more of our property, 
are so great and many, as that they cannot be represented 
or enumerated ; and that is chiefly to be attributed to our 
want of a settled civil polity or government. Besides, 
every thing necessary for the abovesaid most important 
purposes, which is in some degree effected, is done in the 
most expensiw Manner J in short, although the ' times we 



are fallen into, and the prospects before us, are such as re- 
quire the utmost economy, yet nothing of the land can be 
preserved in our present state. 

There are in many parts of this Colony alarming symp- 
toms of the abatement of the sense in the minds of some 
people of the sacredness of private property, which is 
plainly assignable to the want of civil government ; and 
your Honours must be fully sensible that a community of 
goods and estate will soon be followed with the utter waste 
and destruction of the goods themselves. Besides, the 
necessity of civil government appears more and more ap- 
parent, from the extreme difficulty of maintaining the pub- 
lick peace without it ; although we can truly say much fewer 
enormities and breaches of the peace have happened among 
us, than it was natural to expect from the contemplation 
of such a state as we have been cast into. 

May it please your Honours : The pressing weight of 
our distresses has necessitated the sending a special post to 
obtain your immediate advice upon this subject; and we 
do most earnestly entreat that you would as soon as possi- 
ble despatch the messenger with such advice. 

Our former application to you of the 16th of May last, 
has rendered it unnecessary that we should furtlier enlarge 
upon this subject ; and to prevent repetition, we beg leave 
to refer you to our letter of that date. 

The Army under the command of General Gage we esti- 
mate to amount at least to five thousand men, well appointed, 
under the command of Generals of characterjmd experi- 
ence, and prepared with every thing necessary for action, 
exclusive of the additional strength derived from negroes, 
which the General has taken into his service, and disaffect- 
ed Americans. We have great reason to apprehend that a 
re-enforcement of at least eight regiments of foot, and one 
of horse, may be hourly expected. We enclose a copy of 
an intercepted letter from Major Sheriff, (dated May 29, 
1775,) which exhibits to you one ground of this apprehen- 
sion. We have had under our consideration the propriety 
and necessity of augmenting our Army, notwithstanding our 
embarrassments, and though we have not yet adopted it, 
nothing perhaps but the more ample provision of the neigh- 
bouring Colonies will relieve that necessity. 

The depredations and piracies frequently committed on 
our" sea-coasts, and the little trade which remains to us, 
whereby, among other. capital articles, the importation of 
ammunition and provision is almost totally obstructed, and 
threatens our ruin, have also occasioned our cont emplating 
steps toprevent, these inconveniences, by fitting out a num- 
ber of armed vessels. with sufficient. strength to encounter 
their small though numerous cutters. 

We shall only add, that as the seat of war, with all its 
attendant distresses, have for the present taken their prin- 
cipal residence here, we. should consider jtjis a happy 
event, if you should think proprer to adjourn to some part 
of the Continent not so far distant, that the advice and aid . 
of the Continent may be more expeditiously afforded upon 
any emergency. 

Adjourned to Monday morning, eight o'clock. 

, _ Monday^ Jane 12, 1775. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wheeler, Deacon Baker, and Mr. 
Webster, be a Committee to consider some measures for 
preventing the violation of the Sabbath, and "to bring in a 
Resolve for this purpose. 

Resolved, That five o'clock in the afternoon be assigned 
for the consideration of the Report "of the Committee who 
were appointed to bring in a Resolve for giving a free cur- 
rency to the Bills of Credit of this and the other Colonies. 

Ordered, That the Hon. Mr. Spooner, Hon. Colonel 
Gerrish, and Dr. Whiting, be a Committee to consider the 
Petition from the Committee at Charlestoivn, and report. 

Resolved, That the Secretary have liberty to procure 
such assistance from time to time as he shall think neces- 
sary. ... ' . . .j". . 

Resolved, That two persons be appointed to repair to 
the Fortress of ' Ticonderoga, to examine into the state of 
that Fortress, and of affairs there, and to acyn such a man- 
ner as they shall be directed by thTs Congress, and that 
four o'clock in the afternoon be assigned for the choice of 
Such persons by ballot; and that the Hon. Major Hawley, 
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Hon. ColonelWgrren, and Mr. Sullivan, be a Committee 
to prepare instructions for such Delegates. 

The Committee who were appointed to consider the 
expediency of establishing a number of armed Vessels, re- 
ported. The consideration of the Report was put off to 
ten o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Hon. Mr. J)exter,one of the Committee who were ap- 
pointed to prepare Letters to the Continental Congress, 
New- York, and the New-England Governments, being 
absent, 

Ordered, That the Hon. Mr. Spooner be appointed in 
his room. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sayer be directed forthwith to fill 
up and deliver commissions to the Officers of Colonel Whit- 
coml's Regiment. 

Ordered, That ^tv. Ilolten, Mr. Mitchell, and Mr. 
Colville, be a Committee to consider the Petition of Mr. 
Ebenezer Piout. 

Ordered, That Dr." Whiting, Dr. Taylor, and Mr. 
Parks, be a Committee to consider some method^ of sup- 
plying the several Surgeons of the Army with Medicines. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to the 
Continental Congress, &,c, reported the following, which 
was accepted, viz : 

May it please your Honours : 

The viewsjofjWministration having" been made evident, 
by their conduct for some years past; and the late regula- 
tions of civil and ecclesiastical polity of Quebeck having 
clearly discovered an intention to make use of the Cana- 
dians as engines to reduce this Continent to slavery, it has 
been found absqlutely necessary, for the preservation of the 
liberties of America, to take possession of the important 
pass of Ticonderoga, and to send forward a sufficient force 
to hold the same against any attempt which may be made 
to retake it, and" to prevent General Carltton from send- 
ing off forces by the way of the Lakes to annoy and dis- 
tress the frontiers.. But as we apprehend there never has 
been any intention to give the least disturbance to our 
brethren of Canada, to whom we most sincerely wish the 
till and fiee^enjoyrnent of their civil and religious rights, 
we humbly request that your Honours would take such 
steps to prevent any false impressions which our enemies 
may attemptto make on their minds concerning our de- 
signs*, or to remove iny such as have already been made, 
as you. in your wisdom shall think most expedient, as we 
look upon it. tolbe of the utmost importance that there 
should no jealousies subsist between them and the other 
Colonies. We also have had the most disagreeable ac- 
counts of methods taken to fill the minds of the Indian 
tribes adjacent to these Colonies with sentiments: very In- 
jurious to us:; "particularly, we have been informed that 
Colonel Guy- Johnson has taken great pains with the Six 
Nations, in order to Jjring them into a belief that it is de- 
signed by the Colonies to fall upon them and cut them off. 
We therefore pray you would, with all the speed conveni- 
ent, use your ""very great influence in guarding against the 
evil intended by this malevolent misrepresentation. And 
we have wrote to our sister Colonies in New-England and 
to New- York, requesting they would make a similar ap- 
plication to you respecting these matters. 

We are your most obedient humble servants. 

Resolved, That the vote" for choosing two persons to re- 
pair to the Fortress of Ticonderoga, be so far. reconsidered 
as that there, be three persons chosen, instead of two, for 
that service. ; ;,._;.". 

■ ■*'•.?. •5-,v*- ' Afternoon. 

. Ordered, That Colonel Farley, Major Brooks, and Mr. 
Cross, be a Committee to consider and report what is 
proper to be done with the Grass growing on the estates of 
the (Refugees at Cambridge, Charlestown, Roxbury, and 
Milton,. Who reported as follows : 

The Comrijittee appointed to take into consideration the 
Resolve of the^Comrnitfee p{ Safety relative to certain 
quantities of Grass__growing on the lands of the Refugees 
ih and about 'Cambridge, have attended that service, and 
beg leave to report by way of Resolve : . :.-".; 

Resolved, That JFbe recommended to the Committee of 



Safety that they appoint some person or persons in the 
Towns hereafter mentioned, viz : Cambridge, Charlestown, 
Roxbury, and Milton, to cut the Grass and secure the Hay 
growing on the estates of the Refugees in the above men- 
tioned Towns, in some convenient place, for the benefit of 
the Colony, as to them shall seem meet. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan, Hon. Colonel Warren, and 
Colonel Gerrish, be a Committee to consider what is best 
to be done with respect to a Vessel said to be going from 
Salem to New-Providence for Fruit and Turtle for the Army 
at Boston, and report. 

Resolved, That Mr. Gerry have leave to bring in a Re- 
sojve for preventing the exportation of Fish and other Pro- 
visions. ' ' v ...„-- 

This Resolve was accordingly read and accepted, and 
ordered to be printed in handbills, and sentTto the several 
maritime Towns in this Colony, and is as follows, viz : 

Whereas, the enemies of America are multiplying their 
cruelties towards the inhabitants of the New-England ^ Co- 
lonies, by seizing Provision Vessels, either the property 
of, or intended to supply them, and also By plundering the 
stock of Cattle, Sheep, &tc, on their sea-coasts: 

Resolved, That jt.be, and it is hereby recommended to = 
the inhabitants of the Towns and Districts in this Colony] 
that they forthwith exert themselves to prevent the expor- 
tation of Fish, and all other idnds of provision, excepting 
such only as shall be intended to supply the inhabitants of 
the Colonies aforesaid, and as in the opinion of the Select- 
men, and Committees of Correspondence, and Committees 
of Safety, of the Towns where the same shall be stored, 
may with prudence be. shipped for conveyance by water, 
for the purpose aforesaid ; and it is strongly recommended 
to the Selectmen, Committees of Correspondence, and Com- 
mittees of Safety, throughout the Colony, that they cause 
this Resolve to be strictly executed. 

The Committee appointed to consider some method for 
supplying the Surgeons in the Army with Mediqines, re- 
ported.. The Report w^as read and accepted, and is as 
follows, viz : 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration a 
complaint that the Surgeons in the Army are not properly 
furnished with Medicines, have attended that service and 
beg leave to report : 

Whereas, it appears that there is not as yet a sufficient 
number of Medicine Chests provided to furnish each Regi- 
ment with a distinct Chest; and whereas, the Committee 
of Supplies are making provision for the supplying of each 
Regiment with such Medicine Chests as soon as possible : 
therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be, and here- 
by are directed, immediately to furnish the Surgeon of the 
First Regiment at Cambridge, and also the Surgeon of the 
First Regiment at Roxbury, each of them, with a Medicine 
Chest for the present, and that all the other Surgeons in 
the Armies at Cambridge and Roxbury have free recourse 
to the said Chests, and be supplied from them from time 
time as they shall find occasion, until" more ample provision 
shall.be made for them. All which is humbly submitted, 
and the Committee beg leave to sit again. 

Wm. Whiting, per order. 

Ordered, That the same Committee be appointed to 
examine into the Medical Stores, and make a list of what 
is necessary for the supplying each Regiment] that the same 
may be laid before the Committee; and that the same Com- 
mittee consider what Medicines, are nec§s?ary, and "bring in 
a list of what Medicines .are]. In lEe.3TedjcinaJ Store, and 
that'they be directed to repoit what Instruments are neces- 
sary for the Surgeons of the Army. 

The Committee appointed to consider whatjs best to be 
done relative to a Vessel going from SaTem to New-Provi- 
dence, reported. The Report was read and accepted, and 
is as follows : ..... 

Whereas, this Congress has been informed that a Schooner 
belonging to the Irvings in Boston, is fitted out under colour 
of being chartered by one Thompson, who has lately fled 
from Medford to Boston, but is really destined to Salem, 
and from thence to New- Providence, to get Fruit, Turtle 
and Provisions of other kinds, for the sustenance and feast- 
ing of those Troops who are, as pirates and robbers, corn- 
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mining daily hostilities and depredations on the good people r™t' na t i n~ ,, ... 

of this Colony and all America ■ P Continental Congress; all which were committed to the 

It is therefore Resolved, That Captain Samuel McCobb S; 0, « mittee . who ^ere appointed to prepare instructions to 

^Member of this Congress, be immediate^ ' *»patehed to ^fTT? lhat ™ t0 re P a,r t0 Vconderoga. 

Salem and Marblehead, to secure said Thompson, and pre- Resolved, That there be twenty-three Regiments com- 

vent said Vessel from going said voyage, and cause the said missloried > exclusive of the Regiment of Matrasses. 

Thompson to be brought to this Congress. And the Com- Ordered, That Mr. Webster, ' Colonel 'Richmond, and 

mittees of Correspondence, Safety, and Inspection, of said Major Wood, be a Committee to consider the Petition of 

lovyns, and all the good people of this Colony, are directed AJmer, Graves and . others, and that they hear the peti- 

to give the said Capt. McCobb all needed assistance therein, doners, and notify Captain Dexter of time and place. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan, Captain Stone, and Major The Order of the Day was moved for. " 

B!m,_ be a Commitjee to count and sort the votes for three Absent Members were directed to attend 

gentlemen as a .Committee, to meet Committees from the 7t:nJ,.i tuV.i, r i ' -j ," . 

other Governments of New-England, at Worcester on the /f.™ rf > , That ^ f urtiier consideration of the Report 

twenty-eighth of June current ^rceuer, me reI „ ve t , he establishment of armed Vessels, be put off 

"" •TWo'r """"•» V • ' ' j j , ■-" ■" '- ^ three o clock in the afternoon, and that the Committee 

;,J Committee havmg attended thatservice, reported, of Safety, and Committee of Supplies, be notified of this 

that the Hon. Mr, Dexter, the Hon. Major Hawley, and Resolve. ' 

the Hon. Mr. Sever were chosen. The Hon. Maior Haw- n j ,1 tu „ /-< i /-»■• ~;w, ^ 

% and the Hon. Mr. Sever bavin* desired to be excu3 r^ 0r «? e ™ d » That Col. Otis and Col. Grout be added to the 

nnd^uga^t^^re^^^^^^Z Coram 'f ew »owere appointed to deliver out Commissions, 

accordingly; whereupon, Resolved, That the Resolve for the appointment of a 

Resolved, That ten o'clock to-morrow morninn- he as- Con J en£ J on of " Committees from the several Governments, 

signed for the choice of two persons, in the room of Major aX ^ ^ ce f ter ' be reconsidered, as well as the vote whereby 

Hawley and Mr. Sever, to attend the said Convention at a Co mmi »ee was appointed by this Congress, and the vote 

Worcester, on the twenty-eighth of June current assigning a time for the choice of two Members in the room 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan, Captain Stone, and Major ° f Tf™ 1 ™ ° f that Comm '« ee * h ° ™re excused. 

Bliss, be a Committee to count and sort the votesTor three „ Ordered, That Mr. Partridge, Mr. Sayer, and Major 

gentlemen to go to Ticonderoga. Brooks, be a Committee to receive and count the votes for 

■ The Committee having attended that service, reported the Mj) or ^ a ' s - ' \ '.." ,_ZZ 

that the Hon. Mr. Spooner, Hon. Colonel Foster, and Mr. . Urdered > lhat ° n 'y one Major-General be chosen at a 

Sullivan, were chosen. ' t,me ; a »d that the gentleman first chosen be the first Major- 

Resolved, That the choice of two Major-Generals be re- e " era ' - --_-..:... .^ 

ferred to to-morrow morning, eleven o'clock. Resolved, That the Committees who may at any time 

Ordered, That the Petition from the County of Cum- ^JT^f % ° "T™ "** ™ m V ^l for - the -. choice of 

berland (laid on the table by the Committee who were ^P 50 " toanypfKce or appomtmept, be strictly enjoined 

appointed to consider of it) be committed to the CommTt!' £0 1 hat " * ™ ^ * ^ ^ r U is P Ut 

"tee .who were, appointed to consider the circumstances 'of rm- ^ --'■ . - 

the sea-coasts. ine Committee appointed to receive the votes for the 

The Report of the Committee of Safety, relative to the ^ d^™^' ^^ ^ C0 ^ MlM^omb 

claims of those who stand as candidates for commissions in „ r ' lm .—....-. -. 

the Army, &c, was read, and, with the papers accompany- , Ue f lve f> TIiat the choice of the second Major-General 

ing if, was committedjq the Hon. Major Hawley, Colonel be . reierred t0 five o'clock in the afternoon. 

Farley, Captain Greenleaf, Doctor Taylor, Captain 'Stone, An Account of Mr. Charles Colton was.read, and com- 

Mr. Partridge, and Colonel Sayer. mitted to Mr. Pickering, Mr, Batcheider^nc I Mr. Dwivht.- 

..Th.e Committee on Mr. Proufs Petition reported, that he An Account from Mr. Taylor was likewise exhibited, 

have leave to withdraw it. . The Report was accepted. and committed to Colonel Richmond, .Mr. Singletary, and' 

It was moved and seconded, that the Resolve for choosing Mr ' " Ha ^> t0 exa mine, coflsjder of, and report upon. ' 

Committees to meet Committees from the other Govern- Tw O Accounts of Mr. John Brown were ! also*read and 

merits, in Neiv-England at Worcester, the twenty-eighth committed to Mr. Hale, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Vose, Colonel 

current, be reconsidered ; and it was thereupon Thompson, and Major Bliss. 

Resolved, That the further consideration of this motion Ordered, That Mr. Lothrop, Mr. Fox', and Mr ' Fessen- 

bereferred ; jo ten olclock to-morrow morning. den, be a Committee to.considef the .expediency of apS- 

The Petitions of Colonel Brewer and his^officers being ' n g Ensign Falley to be an Armourerirnhe Massachusetts 

read, were committed to the Committee to whom were'this Army, in- addition to the number MicFtlilsgongress have 

day committed the Report of the Committee of Safety, ordered to be appointed, and, to consider what h.i§ pay shall 

and the papers accompanying It. be, if they thinlc it proper he should he TppoTntea^' " 

The Committee on the Petition of Davis and CoverJy, The Committee on CJiarles CpltonJsAccmmJeporteii ■ 

. reported. .The Report was read and accepted, and is as whereupon," ; '.^7^1*2^7' ' 

fo -wl S: -""•■• •■■---•■■- "."'": Resolved, That the Receiver-Geneial be,jmd I hereby is 

Whereas, application lias been made to this Congress by directed to pay to Mr. Charles Cotton, oiUqf the publick 
Messrs. Davis and C overly, merchants of Boston, repre- Treasury, the sum of thirteen Pounds, eighteen Shilling . 
senting that they have a quantity of English Goods now and eight Pence, in full, for his account this .day exhibited 
m Boston, _ and that Henry Barns, of Marlborough, has to, and allowed by this Congress. "'"' " ;: - 
a quantity of English Goods, nearly of the same quality, ti 1q r™ ™-.*„ *■ . j j ; : ' T v T - 
in'miMrWorough, and therefore pray that the} may The. C° m mMee appo.nted yesterday to consider the Re- 
have leave to make an exchan<re : - Y P ort of »"? Co mmittee of S ^ etJ> repQrled U)e fol , owin 

Resolved, That the prayer of 'said Petition be granted n^Z' wL ' ch . wa |^ 7 ce P ted ' and Captain Stone, Captain 

and that the petitioners have leave to make the elchanX Dt °!S ht >* ad M ''- f 11 ^' were ordered ,0 give due infor- 

askedfor. 6 mation thereof to the Colonels therein ;ment_LOiied, viz : 

TU„n ■ ■•„- • j " 1 • • r, , ■ „ ■ Resolved, That Colonels Glover, He^ath, David Brewer 

The Commntee appointed to bring in a Resolve for ap- Robinson, Woodbridge, HenshSw, Link, and \ Jonathan 

pojntmg a number of Armourers reported The Report Brewer, be directed, 1,y next Thursday n oral Te tZ 

bemg read and amended, was accepted, and is as follows :* o'clock, to make a true* return ,0 the Committl, on ' fbe 

— claims and pretensions of the several gentlemen claiming to 

A T Q „o„ r n m T"/ 8 ^. J«ne 15, 1775. be commissioned as Colonels ; of the number of Captains 

A Letter from Governor Trumbull was read, inclosing who, with their respective Companies, do choose to Verve 

a Letter from Colonel Arnold, and three Resolves of the under the above nanled gentlemen respectively as Colonel^ 

•This Report has not been entered on the Journal, nor is it preserved and 0I "the number of men, and of the number oLeffective 

on the ftoto-lancoh,. fire-arms ineach Company, and of the pTac'e o7 places where 
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said Companies are, on pain of forfeiting all pretensions to 
a commission of a Colonel, in case of making a false return. 

------ Afternoon. 

An Account of Mrs. Dorothy Coolidge was read, and 
committed to Doctor Taylor, Colonel Thompson, and Mr. 
Bent. 

The Order of the Day was moved for. 

The Report of the Committee on the expediency of 
establishing a number of armed Vessels was considered, and, 
after a very long debate, the further consideration of it was 
referred to Friday next, at eleven o'clock, A, M. 

The Committee who were appointed to prepare instruc- 
tions to the gentlemen chosen by this Congress to repair to 
Ticonderoga, reported. The Report was read and ac- 
cepted, and is as follows, viz: 

" To Walter Spooner, Jedediah Foster, arid James 
Sullivan, Esquires. 

" You are directed to proceed, as soon as may be, to 
the posts of Ticonderoga and Crown Point, by the road 
through the new settlements called the Neio-Hampshire 
Grants; that you carefully observe the quality of the said 
road, and judge of the feasibleness of transporting provi- 
sions by the said road to the waters of Lake Chnmplain ; 
that you take with you copies of the commission and in- 
structions of the. Committee of Safety to Colonel Benedict 
'Arnold, and. inform yourselves as fully as you shall be able, 
in what manner the said Colonel Arnold has executed his 
said commksioirTrnd instructions. 

" That you mate and give to the said Arnold, and any 
men whom he shall, by virtue of the said commission and 
instructions, retain in the service of this Colony, such orders 
as to you shall, seem meet, provided always that you do not 
authorize ibe said Arnold to engage and retain" in the pay 
of this Colony, as soldiers, a greater number than that spe- 
cified in his said commission and instructions, and provided 
that the said_ A mold, and the men whom he has retained, 
are free, and willing to remain at one or both of the said 
posts, under the command of such chief officer as is or 
shall be appointed by the Government of Connecticut; and 
in case you shall order such number of men to be" continued 
at or near the said posts, in the pay of this Colony, as you 
shall judge it necessary there. should be, that you appoint a 
Committee of one. or more persons, in the pay of this Co- 
lony, to provide supplies for such men, and a Commissary 
to deal out such supplies to them; which Committee and 
Commissary you are to appofnt in writing under your 
hands. 

" And you are to determine and order respecting the said 
Arnold's ^continuing in the commission and pay of this 
Colony, as to you shall appear most for the general service 
and safety, after having made yourselves fully acquainted 
with the spirit, capacity, and conduct of the said Arnold. 

" And incase you shall judge it proper to discharge the 
said Arnold, that you direct him to return to this Colony, 
and rendeJLbis^ accpjjnt of the disposition of the money, 
ammunition, arid other things, which he received at his 
setting out upon his expedition, and also of the charges he 
has incurred, and the debts which he has contracted in 
behalf of this. Colony, hy virtue, of the commission and 
instruction! "aforesaid. 

"And in case you shall find any men at the said posts 
properly retained and engaged there in the service of this 
Colony, that you cause them and their arms to be mus- 
tered, and that to such as shall pass muster, you pay, out 
of the moneys which you shall receive from our Receiver- 
General foj.that purpose, the same advance pay as is, by 
Qrder of Congress, paid to such men as are retained and 
mustered to_serve_wEhjn. this Colony ; and in case you shall 
not find any men at the said posts, properly engaged and 
retained in the service of this Colony, or that the. number 
which you shaTTfiniTso retained shall be much short of the 
number which said Arnold was empowered to enlist, that 
then you, if you shall judge that the effectual security of 
said posts sh all re quire it, and if you shall also find a proper 
person in those parts Fit and suitable for the command of 
four hundred .men, or such less number, as together with 
such men aj^you shall find ordered and posted there by^any 
other Colpny or Colonies, and shall also find tjiat soldiers 



can be raised in those parts so seasonably, as that thereby 
the effectual maintenance of the said posts may be served 
or promoted ; you are to appoint meet persons to be officers 
and commanders for such a number of men as you shall 
order to be enlisted, and give the necessary orders for 
raising, enlisting, and maintaining them, for such term as 
you shall judge necessary for defence of said posts, and 
also appoint some sufficient and faithful man as Muster- 
Master and Paymaster of such men, and leave sufficient 
moneys in his hands for that purpose, taking proper receipts 
and his security that the money so left shall be applied to 
that use. 

" And you are to take a careful, survey of the ordnance 
.stores and ordnance at those posts, together with all other 
articles necessary for the maintenance thereof, and report 
the state thereof to this Congress. 

" And if you shall find it necessary to purchase powder 
for the men who shall be retained there on the part of this 
Colony, that you procure the same, and so much as you 
shall judge needful, in the best and most expeditious way 
you can, oh the credit of this Colony. 

" And in general, you are fully empowered to do every 
thing in behalf of this Colony for the effectual securing and 
maintaining those posts, which you shall judge necessary 
equal to the importance of the same, 

" You are further directed, when you shall have trans- 
acted what you are, by the foregoing instructions, autho- 
rized to do and transact at the posts aforesaid, by the very 
first opportunity to advise the General American Congress 
thereof, as also of your opinion of the necessity and impor- 
tance of maintaining the said posts for the general defence of 
these Colonies; and when you shall have made yourselves 
fully acquainted with the state and condition of the said 
posts, and the dispositions and establishments which you 
shall find are made for maintaining of them, if you shall 
judge that any further provisions are necessary for securing 
and maintaining them, you are directed, fully and respect- 
fully, to signify your thoughts thereon to the General 
Congress. You are alsodirectedr to advise tbe Gfeneral 
Convention of the Colony of New- York, and the Govern- 
our of the Colony of Connecticut, respectively, of what you 
shall order and transact by virtue of the said instructions." 

The Committee appointed to consider the expediency of 
appointing Ensign Fally an Armourer, reported. The Re- 
port was accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

The Committee appointed to consider the expediency 
of appointing Ensign Fally, of Colonel Danielson's Regi- 
ment, an Armourer In the_Massacliusctts Army, in addition 
to the number already ordered, and to consider what his 
pay shall be, if It is thought proper Tiy ibis" Congress he 
should be appointed, Tiave attended that service, and beg 
leave to report as follows, viz : 

That whereas it has been. represented to your Commit- 
tee that the Armourers (or many of them) who are already 
established, are very imperfect in the business they profess, 
and that the abovesaid Fally is a complete master of the 
same; in consideration of which your Committee think it 
of the highest importance that he (the said JFally) should 
be employed in said department, and be allowed and paid 
forty Shillings per month, in addition to his pay as an En- 
sign, and be under the same rules and regulations as the 
other Armourers already appointed or to be appointed ; all 
which is humbly submitted. 

Ordered, That the President, Colonel Warren, Colonel 
Palmer, Mr. Sever, and Doctor Taylor, beT a Committee 
to consider the subject-matter of a late extraordinary Pro- 
clamation, of Ueneral Gage. 

Resolved, That Mr. Sullivan have liberty to use ihe 
Horse in Mr. Fowl's pasture in this Town, which was taken 
lately from Noddle's Island, for his journey to ^Ticonderoga. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight o'clock. 

Wednesday, June 14, 1775, 
Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and hereby is 
directed, to pay the sum of four hundred Pounds to the 
Committee who have been appointed by this Congress to 
repair to Ticonderoga; to be by said Committee appropri- 
ated as advance pay to the men enlisted under Col. Bene- 
dict Arnold, said Committee to be accountable therefor. 
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Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and hereby is 
directed to advance the sum of twenty Pounds to the Com- 
mittee who have been appointed by this Congress to go to 
Ticonderoga, in cash, or bills of credit, at the option of 
said Committee, for their expenses, they to be accountable 
therefor. ~ 

The Committee, appointed to consider the Petition of 
Abner Graves and others, reported, that the petitioners have 
leave to withdraw their Petition. The Report was ac- 
cepted. 

Ordered, That Captain Stone, Colonel Warren, Colonel 
Grout, Mr. North, and Colonel Otis, be a_ Committee to 
consider the. Report of Colonel Thompson, and the Peti- 
tion of Mr. Parry, and report. 

Resglved, That jhe first Thursday in July next be ap- 
pointed to be observed as a Day of Fasting and Prayer 
throughout this Colony, and that the Hon. Colonel Palmer, 
Hon. Mr. Sever, and Mr. Hopkins, be a 
bring in a Resolve for this purpose. ; _ 

Ordered, That Colonel Robinson, Mr. Webster, Major 
Fuller, Captain Holmes, and Mr. Edwards, be a Commit- 
tee to consider some way and means of furnishing those 
who are destitute of Arms in the Massachusetts Army. 

Ordered, That the Committee who were chosen to re- 
pair to Ticonderoga, be directed to revise the papers that 
respect the Portress there, and take such as they think 
they shall want, and that this Congress will not have occa- 
sion for. 

■Ordered., That Mr. Phillips, Mr. Jewett, and Mr. Hop- 
kins, be a Committee to devise some means for securing 
the Library and Apparatus of Harvard College. 

Ordered, That Colonel Gerrish, Mr. Barker, and Mr. 
Caldwell, be a Committee to consider the request of Jo- 
seph Palmer, Quartermaster-General, for providing Tents 
or .Barracks for the Army at Cambridge. 

Ordered, Thai three o'clock this afternoon be assigned 
for the choice of a second Major-General, and the Com- 
mittees, who are now out, he notified of the same. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the Report for giv- 
ing a currency to the Bills of Credit of the other Govern- 
ments, be~relerred~To" four o'clock this afternoon. 

Ordered. That Mr. Chadwick, Mr. Lothrop, Colonel 
Smith, Mv/StearM,and Captain Ellis, be a Committee to 
consider, the propriety of supplying the Generals of the 
Massachusetts, Army at Cambridge and Roxbury with some 
necessary Household Furniture. 

Ordered, That Colonel Coffin, Doctor Taylor, and Mr. 
Pickering, he a Committee to disperse the Resolves of 
Congress relative to. the embargo laid upon the exportation 
of Fish, Sic. 

. . Afternoon. . 

Upon a motion made, Colonel Prescott was chosen to 
countersign the Notes, instead of Colonel Foster, absent, 
who was appointed for that purpose. 

The Order of the Day was moved for. 

Mt.^LoJhrop, Captain Gushing, and Captain Dwight, 
were chosen a Committee to count and sort the votes for a 
second Major-General, who reported that Doctor Joseph 
Warren_xy<\s chosjgn. ......... 

Resolved, That Colonel Grout, Colonel Berry, and Col- 
onel Qtis, be a Committee to wait on the Hon. John Whit- 
comb, Esq., and inform him this Congress have made choice 
of him for firs t Major-General of the Massachusetts Army, 
and desjreMs. answer to this Congress of his. acceptance of 
said trust; also to wait on the Hon.. Joseph Warren, Esq., 
and inform bim_ this. Congress have made choice of him 'for 
second Major-General of the Massachusetts Army, and de- 
sire his answer to this Congress of his acceptance of said 
trust. " . _. • ; 

The Committee appointed to consider some measures 
for preventing the violation of the Sabbath, reported. The 
Report was recommitted. .-, .:... 

The Committee appointed to devise some means for se- 
curing the Library and Apparatus of Harvard College, 
reported. The Report was recommitted for. amendment, 

Mr. Smith, Mr. Lothrop, and Maj. Brooks, were chosen 



oo the Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Artificers which may be necessary for the Army, in pay of 
this Colony, instead of Major Hawley, Captain Stone of 
Framingham, and Hon. Mr. Spooner, absent. 
- Major Davis was chosen (instead of Hon. Mr. Spooner, 
absent) on the Committee appointed to consider a Petition 
from Charlestown. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for a 
Day of Fasting and Prayer, reported. The Report was 
recommitted for amendment, viz. that the following things 
might be mentioned: blessing on the Continental Congress, 
unity of the Colonies, health, fruitful seasons, &tc, &tc. 

Colonel Richmond, per order, reported the following Re- 
solve : 

Whereas, it appears to this Congress that it is absolutely 
necessary that proper officers be put in commission to com- 
mand the Train of Artillery, and that it be done without 
Committee ; to delay, 

-■-;■_■ Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be directe.d, 
forthwith, to recommend such officers to this Congress as 
they shall think proper for the purpose aforesaid. 

The consideration, of the currency of the Notes for pay- 
ment of Soldiers, was assigned to to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. """" ~ 

Mr. Samuel Thatcher was. appointed to number the 
Notes, instead of Mr. Samuel Phillips, who is otherwise 
engaged. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and hereby is 
directed to supply Colonel Robinson, to-morrow, with such 
Money for advance pay for the Soldiers, as he was to have 
received this day. _■■'-, 



Thursday, June 15, 1775. . - 

Ordered, That Mr. Gridley's Letter respecting officers 
of the Train and Artificers, be committed to the •Commit- 
tee who were appointed the tenth instant to. consider how 
many Artificers were necessary. 

Ordered, That Colonel Barrett, Captain Dwight, and 
Captain Page, be a Committee to consider what measures 
it would be proper to take, that the Army may be supplied 
with no Provisions but what are good in kind. 

The Resolve relative to securing the Library and Appa- 
ratus. of Harvard College was read and accepted, and is as 
follows, viz : 

Whereas, it is expedient that those apartments in Har- 
vard Hall, under the immediate charge of the Professor of 
Philosophy, and Librarian of Harvard College, be evacu- 
ated : 

Resolved, That the Library, Apparatus, and other valua- 
bles of Harvard College, be removed, as soon as may be, 
to the Town of Andover ; that Mr. Samuel Phillips, Mr. 
Daniel Hopkins, and Dummer Jeiveti, Esq., be a Com- 
mittee to consult with the Reverend the Pxesident, the 
Honourable Mr. Winthrop, and theXibrarian, or such of 
them as may be conveniently obtained, and, with them, to 
engage, some suitable person, or persons^ TTr~5ard Town Jo 
transport, receive, and take the charge of the above men- 
tioned effects ; that said Committee join with those gentle- 
men in employing propeT persons for packing said Library, 
Apparatus, and such 6ther articlesjis they shall judge ex- 
pedient, and take all due care that if Be Ilone with the 
greatest safety and despatch ; and as thepaekages shall be 
completed, that they give notice to those, engaged to re- 
ceive them ; the charges to be laid before this or some 
future Congress, or House of Assembly ofthis Province. 

Ordered, That the Lefte_rs prepared for the Continental 
Congress, New- York, and the severaL G^ernmentsjn 
New-England, be authenticated and sent forward as soon 
as may be. They are as follow, viz : 

Considering the exposed state of the frontiers of some of 
the Colonies, the danger thai the inhabitants of Canada 
may possibly have disagreeable apprehensions from the mili- 
tary preparations making in several of the other Colonies, 
and the rumours that there are some appearances of their 
getting themselves in readiness to act in n hostile way!; this 
Congress have made application to the honourable Conti- 
nental Congress; desiring them to take such measures as 
to them shall appear proper to quiet and conciliate the 
minds of the Canadians, arid to prevent such alarming 
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apprehensions. We have also had the most disagreeable 
accounts of methods taken to fill the minds of the Indian 
Tribes, adjacent to these Colonies, with sentiments very 
injurious to us ; particularly, we have been informed that 
Colonel Guy Johnson has taken great pains with the Six 
Nations, in order to bring them into a belief that it is de- 
signed by the Colonies to fall upon them and cut them off. 
We have therefore desired the honourable Continental Con- 
gress that they would, with all convenient speed, use their 
influence. in guarding against the evil intended by this ma- 
levolent misrepresentation, and we desire you to join with 
us in such application. 

To the Continental Congress, New-York, and the several 
Governments in New-England. 

Voted, To accept the Report for directing the Commit- 
tee of Safety to take immediate; care to provide Houses for 
■ the Soldlersnear the camp in Cambridge (if Tents cannot 
be had) at the expense of the Colony. It is as follows, viz: 

The Committee, appointed to take under consideration 
the, Pet.iti.qn of the Quartermaster-General and Committee 
of Safety, have attended that service, and report, that the 
Committee _of .Safety be directed to take immediate care to 
provide Houses for the Soldiers near, the camp in Cam- 
bridge, (if Tents cannot be had,) at the expense of the 
Colony. 

Ordered, That to-morrow, at three o'clock in the after- 
noon, be assigned For the choice of four Brigadier-Generals, 
two Adjutant-Generals, and two Quartermaster-Generals. 

Ordered, That the Petition of Ephraim Perry and four 
' others, mhzSiiaMs oC Fox Island, be committed to the Com- 
mittee appointed to consider the circumstances of the sea- 
coasts'. ■"" '.'_'.[' 

Voted, To accept the Report for advising a number of 
Towns and. Districts (ss per schedule annexed to the Re- 
port) who have Fire- Amis, to deposite the same with their 
respectTveTFown; or District Treasurers, for the use of the 
Amy. It is as follows, viz: - 

Whereas, some of the inhabitants of the plantations in 
this Colony, not incorporated, and some of the inhabitants 
of the neighbouring Colonies, together with a number of 
the late inhabitants of the Town of Boston, have enlisted 
into the Army now raising in this Colony, therefore not pro- 
vided with Arms by a resolve of Congress, dated May 9th, 
1775, empowering the Selectmen to supply the inhabitants 
of their respective Towns with Arms, Sic. : therefore, 

Resolved, That th_e inhabitants of the several Towns and 
Districts in jRejCountigs of Worcester, Hampshire, and other 
Counties, specified in a list hereunto annexed, who may 
have good and sufficient Fire-Arms and Bayonets, be ad- 
vised herety immediately to deposite the same with the 
respective Town or District Treasurers, to the number at 
.least of so. many in each Town or District as is specified 
in said.lis.tj_ jPpr whicJ__Arrns and Bayonets (or Arms alone, 
where Bayonets are not to be had) each owner shall re- 
ceive so much as his Arms and Bayonets shall be valued 
by the Selectmen of jbe Town or District in which he 
dwells, of the Treasurer of said Town or District, in bills 
of credk, of J_)js Colony, within thirty days after the Arms 
are delivered ; for whjch, bills are to be taken in the name 
of this Colony, attested by the Selectmen aforesaid. And 
the amount of such bills, with an order from such Treasu- 
rer, the. Commftee of Supplies of this Colony are hereby 
directed to. pay, together with the expense of transporting 
said Arms to the store of said Committee in Watertoum. 
And further, the Selectmen and Committees of Correspon- 
dence, together with the Treasurer of the Towns and Dis- 
tricts aforesaid, are hereby directed to give their aid. in 
collecting and transporting said Arms with the greatest 
despatch. 
"; County of Worcester. _ Paxton, 



.Worcester, 

Lancaster, 

Mendon, 

Brookfield, 

Oxford, 

Charlton, 

Sutton, 

Leicester, 

Spencer, 



30 Rutland, 
32 Oakham, 

24 Hubbardston, - 

31 New-Braintree, 
11 Southborough, 

11 Westborough, 
31 Northborough, 

12 Shrewsbury, ■ - 
10 Lunenburgh, - 



6 
15 

6 

2 
10 
12 
12 

8 
22 
16 



Fitchburgh, 


. 


6 Belchertown, - 


8 


Uxbridge, 


- 


16 Colrain, 


5 


Harvard, 


. 


16 Ware, 


4 


Dudley, 


- 


10 Warwick, 


3 


Hutchinson, 


- 


13 Bernardston, - 


4 


Bolton, 


- 


15 Murrayfield, 


5 


Upton, 


- 


6 Charlemont, 


3 


Sturbridge, 


- 


12 Ashfield, 


4 


Leominster, 


- _■ 


-12 Worthington, - 


2 


Hardwick, 


- 


17 Shutesbury, 


4 


Weston, 


- 


11 Chesterfield, 


6 


Holden, 


- 


8 Southwick, 


6 


Douglass, 
Grafton, 




7 
12 


334 


Petersham, 


-. 


12 Suffolk County. 




Royalston, 


" - 


2 Wrentham, - - - - 


25 


Westminster, - 


- 


10 Medway, 


10 


Athol, 




- 6 Bellingham, 


6 


Templeton, 


- 


8 Walpole, 


8 


Princeton, 


- - 


8 


49 


Ashburnham, - 


- 


3 




Wiuchendon, - 




3 Middlesex County. 








gj4 Marlborough, - 


20 






— — Littleton, 


10 


Hampshire County. 


Hopkinton, 


10 


Springfield, 


- 


22 Westford, 


10 


West-Springfield, 


- 


23 Stow; - - 


7 


Wilbrabam, 


- 


10 Groton, 


8 


Northampton, - 


- 


22"ShirIey, 


4 


Southampton, - 


- 


8 Pepperel, 


6 


Hadley, 


- 


9 Townshend, 


5 


South-Hadley, 


- 


- 7 Dracut, - 


7 


Amherst, 


- 


10 Holliston, 


6 


Granby, 


-- 


5 Acton, 


5 


Hatfield, 


- 


11 Dunstable, 


4 


Whateley, 


- 


4 


102 


Wil]iamsburgh, 


- 


3 




Westfield, 


- 


16 Plymouth County. 




Deerfield, 


- 


12 Bridgewater, 


25 


Greenfield, 


- 


8 Middleborough, * - 


' 16 


Shelburn, 


- 


4 


41 


Conway, 


- 


5 




Sunderland, 


- 


7 Bristol County. 


'"* 


Montague, . - 


- - 


6 AttleboLOugh, - 


10 


Nortlifield, 


- 


8 Rehoboth, - - 


15 


Brimfield, 


- 


13 - 


25 


South-Brimfield, 


.- 


.8 "'„:"'.". ;;;;..;; 




Monson, 


- 


6 Worcester County, 


514 


Pelham, 


- 


12 Hampshire County, 


334 


Greenwich, 


. 


8 Suffolk County, 


49 


Blanford, 


- 


5 Middlesex County, 


102 


Palmer, 


- 


8 Plymouth County, 


41 


Granville, 


- 


14 Bristol County, 


25 


New-Salem, 


- 


6 In all, ~ 1,065 



Voted, To accept the Report for providing a Magazine 
of Fire-Arms for this Colony ; also, that said Report be 
printed in the several Newspapers, viz : v 

Whereas, it is necessary thatjhis Colony be provided 
with a Magazine of Arms, which are good and sufficient ; 
therefore. 

Resolved, That any person or persons who. may have 
such to, sell, shall receive so much for them as IFe (Select- 
men of the Town or District in which be or they may 
dwell, shall appraise said Arms at, upon the deh'veryof 
the same, to the Committee of Supplies at Watertown, and 
exhibiting a certificate of said appraisement, attested by said 
Selectmen, to the Committee aforesaid, provided said de- 
livery be made within one month fronTthe^date hereof. 

■ \...-~ .__ Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Mr. ParJcef, Colonel Thompson, and 
Mr. Aikin, be a Committee to apply to the Committee of 
Supplies and the Generals of the Army, and inquire whe- 
ther the Army is sufficiently supplied with Ammunition. 

Ordered, That Daniel Davis, Esq., be on the Commit- 
tee.appointed to take care of the Estates of the Refugees, 
in the room of Mr. Partridge, who is. absent. 

The Committee appointed to examine and consider two 
accounts exhibited to this Congress by Mr. John Brown, 
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reported. The report on each of them was accepted, and 
is as follows, viz : 

The Committee appointed to examine the within ac- 
count, beg leave to report, that the same be laid upon the 
table, till Mr. Brown exhibits an account of particulars, 
with his journal. John Hale, per order. 

The Committee appointed to examine the within ac- 
count, beg leave to report, that it does not appear to them 
that the within mentioned services were rendered in conse- 
quence of an application by any person employed by this 
Colony. John Hale, per order. 

Ordered, That Colonel Warren, Mr. Sever, and Colo- 
nel Otis, be a Committee to consider the application" of 
the Rev, Dr. Langdon, President of Harvard College, 
and report thereon. 

The Committee appointed to consider the claims and 
pretensions of several Colonels in the Army, reported; 
which Report was accepted. Whereupon, 

Ordered, That Colonels Glover, David Brewer, Wood- 
bridge, Little, and Jonathan Brewer, be commissioned as 
Colonels in the Massachusetts Army; and that Joseph Ha- 
ven, Esquire, administer the oath prescribed by Congress. 
The Report is as follows, viz : 

The Committee appointed to consider the claims and 
pretensions of the several gentlemen hereafter named, who 
suppose that they have just ground to expect of this hon- 
ourable Congress that they should receive commissions, 
appointing them severally to be chief Colonels in the Mas- 
sachusetts Army, now raising for the defence of the_ rights 
of tbis_ and the neighbouring Colonies, viz: Col, Glover, 
General Heath, Colonel David Brewer, Col. Bobinson, 
Colonel Woodbridge, Colonel Little, Colonel Henshaw, 
and Colonel Jonathan Brewer, beg leave to report the fol- 
lowing state of facts to this Congress, viz": That the said 
Colonels Glover, David Brewer, Woodbridge, Little, 
Hensh aw, and Jonathan Brewer, have exhibited their 
claimsto your Committee ; and, according to the returns 
which the said gentlemen have respectively made to us, 
the said Colonel Glover has levied ten companies, making, 
in the whole, five hundred and five men, inclusive of offi- 
cer?, und about three quarters of the said number armed 
with ef fectiv e firelocks, who are willing and choose to serve 
in The said Army under him, the said Glover, all now at 
UfarMehsgd.^ c ,. . . ., 

That the 7 said David Brewer has levied nine companies, 
amounting, inclusive of officers, to the number of four hun- 
dred and sixty-five men, who choose to serve under him 
as their Colon el, and that three hundred and seven of the 
said men_are armed with effective fire-arms, and that said 
companies, excepting thirty-four men, who are on their way 
to Head-Quarters, are posted at Boxbury, Dorchester, and 
Watertowru 

That the said Woodbridge has levied eight companies, 
amounting, inclusive of officers, to the number of three 
hund red an d fifty-four men, who choose to serve under him 
as their chief Colonel, and that two hundred and seventy - 
three of ^the said menare armed with good effective fire- 
locks, and that all the said men, excepting seven, are now 
in the Uamp In Cambridge ; the said seven men are" on 
the road hi ther. 

• And that the said Little has raised efght'eompanies, (ac- 
cording to General Ward's_ return,) amounting, inclusive of 
officers, to the number of five hundred and nine men, who 
choose lo_3erve under him as their chief Colonel, and all 
the said men are OTmed with good effective firelocks, and 
three hu ndred and eighty-two of them with good bayonets 
fitted to their firelocks, and that seven of the said companies 
are atjhe Camp in Cambridge, and one Company at Cape 
Ann, by order of the Committee of Safety. 

And that the said Jonathan Brewer, has levied eight 
companies, amounting, inclusive of officers, to the number 
of three hundred and ninety-seven men, who choose to 
serve under him, the said Jonathan, as their chief Colonel, 
and that three hundred and two of the said men are armed 
with good firelocks, and that all the said men, excepting 
twenty-seven who are on the road hither, are posted at 
Cambridge and Broojcline ; and the said Brewer supposes, 
from accounts he has received, that one Captain Murray 
is on the road from Hatfield hither with a full company. 



And that the said. Colonel Henshaw has returned to us. 
that he, has a prospect of several companies arriving shortly 
here, who he supposes would be inclined to serve under 
him as their chief Colonel. . 

And that General Heath and .Colonel Bobinson have 
made, no returns to us, your Committee, of their levies, or 
whether they are willing to serve in the said Army as 
Colonels. 

And upon these facts your Committee are clearly of 
opinion, that the safety of the Country, and the promoting 
the publick service, make it highly necessary and expedi- 
ent that the said Colonels Glover, David Brewer, Wood- 
bridge, Little, and Jonathan Brewer, be, without delay, 
commissionated as chief Colonels in the~Army aforesaid, 
and that their Field-Officers, Captains, and Subalterns be 
also commissionated as soon as a list of J.hem can .be set- 
tled, inasmuch as your Committee, are fully satisfied, from 
good documents, that all the men contained in the nineteen .. 
Regiments already organized, together with all the .men 
levied by the said Colonels Glover, DavicTBrewcr, Wood- 
bridge, Little, and Jonathan Brewer, together with an 
allowance of four hundred and fifty men which may. haVe 
been enlisted by General Heath, and the like number by 
Colonel Bobinson, will fallconsiderably short of amounting 
to thirteen thousand six hundred men ; and also Decause 
your Committee apprehend that this Congress may, with- 
out any injustice to the Field-Officers alrejady commission- 
ated, or any other, make such orders, that the amount of 
the pay of the whole Army may not be unreasonably en- 
hanced, by a greater number of Regiments than by the last 
establishment it was intended the Army should consist of. 
All which is mos.t humbly submitted by your Committee. 

Joseph Hawley, per order. 
. Adjourned to Friday morning, eight o'clock. 

." ~ _ 1 Friday, June 16, 1775. 

Resolved, That this Congress will take, into considera- 
tion a Resolve offered to the Congress by the Committee 
of Supplies, (through the hands of Major Fuller,) relative 
to supplying the Soldiers with Rum. 
■ The Resolve was accordingly considered arid accepted, 
and is as follows, viz : ";:. " 

Whereas, by a Resolve of Congress, relative to the al- 
lowance of Soldiers, no provisionis made for the delivery of 
Rum or Spirituous Liquors, upon extraordinary occasions ; 

Besolved, That the Commanding Officer of the Army, 
the Lieuten.ant-General, the Major-Generals, and the 
Brigadier-Generals, be, and hereby are respectively em- 
powered to draw on the Commissary for Spirituous Liquors 
for such Soldiers as from time to time they may think ne- 
cessary tosupply therewith^ provided" always that the said 
General Officers shall not allow any Soldiers Spirituous 
Liquors as aforesaid, unless upon extraordiFary duty, or 
otherwise particularly circumstanced. 

Ordered, That the Hon, Major HawTey, Hon. Colonel . 
Gerrish, Hon. Colonel Warren, Colonel Prescott, Colonel 
Farley, Mr. Aikin, and Dr. Hall, be a Committee to con- 
sider a Resolve of the Committee._reIativejo an_ augmenta- 
tion of the Army, a supply of Anns to the Soldiers, &a,~ 
and report thereon. "'.__... _ 

The Order of the Day moved.for, for further 'considering 
the Report of the Committee respecting the expediency of 
fitting out some armed Vessels. ,_ 

Voted, That there be a further assignment thereof, viz : 
to three o'clock, P. M. ' .-'-=- 

Ordered, That John Row, Captain ; Mark Pool, Lieu- 
tenant ; Ebenezer Cleaveland, Ensign, be commissioned in 
Colonel Bridge's Regiment. ""'.'_."".' - "* 

Ordered, That Colonel Richmond, DK Taylor, and 
Mr. Partridge, be a Committee to prepare a complaisant 
Letter to General Whitcomb, to desire a more explicit an- 
swer respecting his acceptance of the post of First Major- 
General, who reported the following : 

In Provincial Congress,. Jane 16, 1775.. 

Sm: Your letter, wherein you jexpresFyojurself willing 
to continue in the_ service of this .Colony, until the Army is 
regulated and properly. encampe^/iand then rely on a dis- 
charge, was read inth mucK con;ej[rn:by this. Congress; who 
earnestly hope you will continue iri.office till the conclusion 



i-Wf- 



% 



kftSia 



* ■*■■»■*-* 



=•" fc^*-*-*^- ■ J, at liMr ■ iu.il!. inrfu 



1415 



MASSACHUSETTS PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, JUNE, 1775. 



1416 



of the campaign, and must beg your further and more ex- 
plicit answer. 

To General Whitcomb. 

Which was accepted ; and the Secretary directed to sign 
the Letter. 

Colonel Jonathan Brexeer was sworn and commissioned. 

Colonel David Brewer was sworn and commissioned. 

Colonel. Glover was sworn and commissioned. 

The Committee on Colonel Henshaw's Petition. for an 
allowance for his journey to Connecticut reported ; which 
Report was amended and accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

The Committee appointed to consider the within ac- 
count beg leave to report, that they think it reasonable to 
allow Col. Joseph Renshaw, for his expenses, 41. Is. ; horse 
travel for Mm and servant, 11. 5s.; time, 21. 16s. — 81. 8s. 
Deduct 2s. per day from the sum charged for the lime of 
Colonel Henshaiv and his servant, 14s.— ll. 14s. . 

' Receiver-General directed to pay it. 

Samuel Harding, Chairman. 

Dr. Rail and Dr, Jones were added to the Committee 
to examine Surgeons for the Army. 

Resolved, That any three of said Committee shall be a 
quorum. - - ■ _" 

Ordered, That commissions be delivered to two Com- 
panies in Colonel Nixon's Regiment, agreeable to his list 
exhibited. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Colonel Otis and Mr. Johnson be added 
to the Committee who were appointed to consider the late 
extraordinary Proclamation of General Gage. 

Ordered, That Mr. Benjamin Ely be appointed to ob- 
tain of the Committee of Safety, as soon as possible, a list 
of such gentlemen as they can recommend to be commis- 
sionated as Officers of the Train. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and hereby is 
directed to pay to Colonel Joseph Henshaiv the. sum of 
seven Pounds, fourteen Shillings, in full for his account, 
reported and accepted by the Congress. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to the following 
officers of Colonel Nixon's Regiment, viz : Captain Ebe- 
nezer WimWp, Lieut. William Warren, Ensign Richard^ 
Buckminster. 

Ordered, That Mr. One, Mr. Glover, and Major 
Brooks, be a Committee to consider what may be done 
wit!) respect to such Vessels as are now ready to sail with 
Fish on board, there being a Resolve of this Congress 
against the exportation of Fish, he. ; and in particular the 
case of Mr7 Ellis Gray and Richard Hinckley, which has 
been laid bejpxe this Congress. 

The Committee on- the violation of the Sabbath report- 
ed ; which Report was accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

As it has "pleased Almighty God, in his Providence, to' 
sutler the calamities; of an unnatural war to take place 
among us, in consequence of our sinful declensions from 
him, and pur great abuse of those invaluable blessings be- 
stowed upon Us ; and as we have reason to fear that unless 
we become a penitent and reformed people, we shall feel 
still severer tokens of the divine displeasure; and as the 
most effectual way to escape those desolating judgments 
which so evidently hang over us, and, if it may be, obtain 
the restoration of our former tranquillity, will be that we 
repent and return, every one from his iniquities, unto him 
that correcteth us, which, if we do in sincerity and truth, 
* we have no reason to doubt but he will remove his judg- 
ments, cause' our enemies to be at peace with us, and 
prosper the work of bur hands : . . " 

And as among the prevailing sins of this day, which 
threaten the destruction of this land, we have reason to 
lament the Frequent profanations of the Lord's day or 
Christian Sabbath ; many spending their time in idleness 
or sloth, others in diversions, and others in journeying, or 
business, which is not necessary on that day : 

And as we, earnestly desire that a stop might be put to 
this great and prevailing evil : It is, therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommended by this Congress to 
the people oFall ranks and denominations throughout this 
Colony, that they not only pay a religious regard to that 



day, and to the publick worship of God thereon, but that 
they also use their influence to discountenance and suppress 
any profanation thereof in others. 

And it is further Resolved, That it be recommended to 
the3'Iinisters of the Gospel to read this Resolve to their 
several congregations, accompanied with such exhortations 
as they shall think proper. 

And whereas, there is great danger that the profanation 
of the Lord's day will prevail in the Camp, we earnestly 
recommend to all the officers not only to set a good exam- 
ple, rjut that they strictly require oftheir soldiers to keep 
up a religious regard to that day, and attend upon thepub- 
lick worship of God thereon, so far as may be consistent 
with other duties, „ : : .^ ,» ^_ .-....-". 

Ordered, That the foregoing Resolve be printed in 
handbills, and sent to the. several Ministers of each Town 
and District in this Colony. 

General Heath and Colonel Robinson returned a list of 
their Companies. And whereas there are several of the 
same Companies returned. in each, 

. Ordered, That Mr. Batchelder, Mr. Durfee, Major 
Perley, Major Fuller of Middleton, and Major Bliss, be a 
Committee to consider of the same, a nd_ report. 

A further time was assigned to make choice of Brigadier- 
Generals, Quartermasters-General, and Adjutants-General, 
viz: to-morrow morning, eleven o'clock. 

Colonel Coffin, Mr. Stephen Hall, and Col. Davis were 
chosen a Committee to consider the , Petition i of James 

Kirkwood. ...... ,_ 

The Committee on the Petiti on of Ellis Gray and 
Richard Hinckley, Sic., reported. The twoTleports were 
accepted, and are as follow: _. :____:. _:;__. : „:_. 
The Committee appointed to take under consideration 
the Petition of Messrs. Ellis Gray and Richard Hinckley, 
relative to eighty hogsheads of Jamaica Cod-Fish laden 
on two vessels bound to the West-Indies , the one of which 
would have sailed before the Resolve of t his h onourable 
Congress, forbidding the ex portation of Fish , was publish- 
ed, had she not been, detailed^ by the elopement of her 
hands, beg leave to report, that being fully convincecTby 
the accounts given us by Mr. Gray and Mr. Hinckley, 
that the Fish those two gentlemen were about to.exportjs 
of such, a kind (being old Jamaica Fish) as, if detained, 
cannot possibly be of any advantage : to tliis Colony^but 
must perish, this Colony being plentifully supplied With 
new Fish, that permission be given by this Congress to 
the owners of said vessels for. .their proceeding on their 
voyage, provided there is no other kind of provision: on 
board, except what is for the ship's use. And further, that 
toleration be given to all other owner s of vessels for th eir 
departure, who shall convince this Congress, or a Com- 
mittee thereof, that their vessels and cargoes are in the same 
predicament ; as no possible advantage can accrue from their 
detention, ... J. Qrne, per order. 



The Committee appointed to examine the bearer of a 
certificate from Newburyport, setting forth that Jonathan 
Titcomb and Stephen Hooper, Esquires, of Newburyport, 
have shipped on board two vessels pne hundred and thirty 
hogsheads Jamaica Fish, which is said to "Be old Fish, beg 
leave to report, that they are fully convinced the Fish above 
mentioned is of such a kind as is expressed in the certifi- 
cate, and that the vessels who have laded j tjia ye no other, 
provisions but a supply for the ship's use, and as such, are 
of opinion that the"' pawners of said.j ess ejs be_ tolerated to 
despatch them on their voyages, agreeable to aHesolve of 
this Congress just now passed, granting indulgence to the 
owners of vessels in such a predicament for so doing. 
. - ~~ .-..' -.'""..■ :„.■-• ,;■■' J. Qrne, per order. 

The Committee appointed to consider the late extraor- 
dinary Proclamation, signed Thomas Gage, reported as 
follows; _ . . ,. ,,..„-,„„ 

Resolved, That the following Proclamation be signed 
by the President, printed, and published throughout this 
Colony: 

' BY THTE. PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

The eonfiden.ee which our countrymen have reposed in 
us, lays us under the strongest obligation to watch and guard 
against all the malignant designs of their inveterate enemies. 
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That the British Administration have formed, and have 
been for several years executing a plan to enslave this and 
the other American Colonies, is a proposition so evident, 
that it would be an affront to the understanding of mankind 
to adduce proofs in support of it. We shall therefore only 
advert to those unhappy circumstances which have been 
the immediate causes of plunging this People into the hor- 
rors of war and desolation. When a Fleet and Army were 
sent forth to deprive us of every thing that man holds dear ; 
when the Capital of this Colony became a garrison, and 
fortifications were erected upon the only land entrance into 
the Metropolis; when the Commander of the Army so far 
manifested his designs against us as to send out his sol- 
diers in the night to remove the publick magazines of the 
Colony from their.safe lodgment in the country, and place 
them under the command of a foreign Army; when he 
evidenced his enmity to the liberties of this Country, by 
sending a detachment from that Army against the peaceable 
inhabitants of one of our principal Towns, only because 
they were assembled quietly to concert measures to save - 
themselves from ruin ; when we were totally deprived of 
the benefit of a legislative body ; when the whole system of 
distributive justice was so mutilated that there could be no 
reason to hope for any advantages from it ; when an Act 
of Parliament was passed, which the General of the Army 
resolved to execute, by which our countrymen were given 
up as a pTey to a lawless soldiery, who were screened from 
punishment here for the murders they might commit; in 
fine, when the Army and Navy breathed nothing but blood 
and slaughter, and all our accounts from England but too 
strongly proved the inhuman intentions of those in power: 
it became us as men, as freemen, and as Christians, to 
take some steps i "to" preserve our own lives "and proper- 
ties, as well, as to. secure the inheritance purchased at 
no less a price than the. blood of many thousand of our 
brave ancestors, entire and undiminished for succeed- 
ing generations. The Congress, whom this people then 
chose, recommended it to them to provide themselves with 
such articles for their defence as, the law of the land re- 
quired ; and further recommended it to them to appropriate 
some part of their "property for the purchasing such stores, 
to be laid up in publick magazines, as might be useful 
for the general defence, in case an attack should be made 
upon us by the Army. The recommendation was cheer- 
fully complied with, and stores were procured in the most 
peaceable and quiet manner, and deposited in magazines, 
where they were to have continued without the least injury 
or disturbance to . any one, unless drawn out. by necessity 
to save the Country from destruction. But the possibility 
of our making resistance to the .bloody schemes of our ad- 
versaries, was the source of continual, terrour to the traitors, 
whose aim.was to enslave this Country; and General Gage, 
after many little pilferings and several humiliating disap- 
pointments in hisjattempts to rob the people, at length 
determined to destroy the magazines at Concord; he sent 
the Grenadiers and detachments of Light-Infantry of every 
Regiment, ahout.Qne^thoysand in number, secretly by night 
over Charles RiyeTT~ On_ their way some of the officers 
captured and_pt.herwise.ml|tppusly abused several ofthe 
inhabitants; an.3 when. the. bqdy arrived at Lexington 
meeting-house, which was very early in the morning of the 
ever-memorable nineteenth of April, they, in a most bar- 
barous and infamous manner, fired upon a small number of 
the. inhabitants, and cruelly murdered eight men. The fire 
was returned by some of the survivors, but their number 
was too inconsiderable _tq__an_noy the regular Troops, who 
proceededon Their errand, and, upon coming up.to Concord, 
began to destroy by fire and water the stores and maga- 
zines, until a party_of them again fired upon and killed two 
more ofthe inhabitants.' The native bra vejy of our coun- 
trymen could nowiio longer be restrained ; a sma.ll party, 
consisting of about two or three hundred men, attacked 
them with such spirit and resolution, as compelled them 
soon to retreat. At Lexington they met a re-enforcement of 
regular Troops, consisting of about eight hundred, with 
two field-pieces, commanded by Lord Fercy ; this, how^ 
ever, did not encourage them to keep their ground, but 
they continued their route towards Charlestpwn, marking 
their way with every species of desolation and cruelty 
which their haste would permit. The burning and robbing 
of houses, the abuses and barbarities offered to defenceless 



women and children, the wanton slaughter of the aged and 
helpless, will be perpetual memorials of the base spirit 
which actuated the perpetrators. Upon their arrival at 
Charlestoivn our countrymen quitted the pursuit, and the 
next day suffered them, without annoyance, to cross the 
river and return to Boston, 

This action of the Troops destroyed every hope of 
coming to any accommodation with them ; we therefore 
were compelled to raise an Army to prevent, such bloody- 
excursions in future. An Army is therefore raised and 
appointed for that purpose, and we are, with the greatest . 
reluctance, obliged to declare, that we have now nothing to 
depend upon, under God, to preserve America from slavery 
and destruction but our own arms. To these, we ha.ve been 
forced to make our appeal, and by these we are determined 
to maintain our rights. And we are obliged to declare, ancr 
do now publickly declare all persons who shall afford any 
aid, assistance, or relief, or hold any manner of communi- 
cation of any kind whatsoever with Genera] Gage, Admiral 
Graves, or the Army, or Navy, or any one of those now 
under their command, who are stationed in. our.Metropolis 
and the harbour of Boston, or elsewhere, or. any persons 
who are known or shall hereafter be known to have afford- 
ed such aid, or to have had such communication with them, 
or either of them, to be enemies and traitors to their Coun- 
try, and they shall be proceeded against and treated as 
such; excepting only such of the unhappy inhabitants of 
Boston as have, by a treacherous and most infamous breach 
of faith in General Gage, been prevented from removing 
out of the Town of Boston, whose peculiar circumstances 
this Congress will, at all times, make due allowance for, so 
long as they shall avoid doing any thing To obstruct .or 
counteract such steps as this Congress shall think fit to 
take. But the said inhabitants are strictly forbidden, what- 
ever may be the consequence of their refusal, to be in any 
the least degree instrumental in assisting the enemy, or op- 
posing the Country, as they would avoid thepenalties due 
to the enemies thereof. ' .....'.- : ■-.--■" 

From a real tenderness to our fellow-men, we most sin- 
cerely regret the unhappy situation of the soldiery and 
sailors in the Army and Navy now stationed in the Town 
and harbour of Boston, and assure them, upon that faith 
which never has been, and we trust never will be violated, 
that upon their quitting the infamous service in which they 
are (as we must in charity suppose, contrary 16 their own 
inclinations and principles) engaged, we will receive them 
as brethren andfellow-subjects, and protect thern against 
every attempt that may be made bylour enemies" to force 
them again into the disgraceful and inhuman service in 
which they are now employed. 

And that our earnest desire to discover out tender, regard 
to our few misguided fellow-countrymen, and~ourTeadine.ss 
to forgive evisn those who have knowingly offended, we do 
promise and engage a full and free pardon to all persons 
who have fled to the Town of Boston for refuge, and.to 
other publick offenders against the rights and liberties, of 
this Country, of, what kind or denqrnination7soever ; ex- 
cepting" only from the benefit of such pardon, Thomas 
Gage, Samuel Graves; those Counsellors who were ap- 
pointed by mandamus and have not signified theirTesigna- 
tion, viz: Jonathan Stwall, Charles Paxton, Benjamin 
Hallomll; and all the natives oVAnKrica not belonging to 
the Navy or Army who went Out with the regular Troops 
on the. nineteenth of April last, and were - countenancing, 
aiding, and assisting them in the robberiesand murders 
then, committed ; whose offences are of too flagitious a, 
nature to admit of any other consideration than that of con- 
dign punishment ; provided. they take the benefit hereof by 
making a surrender of themselves, to any General Officer 
belonging to the Massachusetts Army, and subscribe a 
declaration of their readiness to comply with, support, and 
abide by all the resolutions and determinations which a\e 
already mad.e by this or any former Congress, or that shall 
hereafter be made by this or any future Congress or House 
of Representatives of this Colony, within thirty days from 
the date hereof. And it is earnestly enjoined upon the 
Selectmen, Committees of Correspondence, Committees of 
Safety, and all other officers of every Town in this Colony, 
that they use their utmost diligence to discover. and make 
known to this Congress any person or persons who shall, in 
any respect, attempt to do any thing tending to render in- 
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effectual their designs and doings. And we trust that the 
God of Armies, on whom we rely for a blessing upon our 
arms, which we have taken up in support of the great and 
fundamental principles of natural justice, and the com- 
mon and indefeisible rights of mankind, will guide and 
direct us in our designs, and at last, in infinjte goodness to 
this his injured people, restore peace and freedom to the 
American world. 

Voted, That Tuesday next, ten o'clock, before noon, be 
assigned for the further consideration thereof. 

Ordered,, That Mr. Lothrop, Colonel Grout, and Mr, 
Crane, be a Committee to fill commissions for the Field- 
Officers of the Regiment of Artillery, as recommended by 
the Committee of Safety. 

Resolved,, That a Commission be made out for Mr. Heath, 
as Cotonel o£a Regiment of the Massachusetts Army. 
■' Resolved, That Deacon Plympton be appointed to 
countersign the srnall Notes, instead of Col. Richmond. 

The Committee appointed to consider the application of 
President Langdon, reported; which Report was accept- 
ed, and is as follows, viz : 

'Resolved, That it be, and hereby is, recommended to 
as many of the Overseers of Harvard College as can be 
called together, under the present circumstances of the 
College and the Country, to meet and join with the Cor- 
poration of said College in conferring Academical Degrees 
at the approaching season of the Annual Commencement 
on such candidates as may offer themselves and be judged 
.qualified for the same,Tind to transact any other important 
matters relative to that Society, in the same manner and to 
all intents, anj'p'urposes that the whole body of the Over- 
seers might do, if present. 

Voted, That the Receiver-General, Henry Gardner, 
Esquire, as also Deacon Plympton, have leave of absence 
from to-morrow afternoon until Monday morning. 

Adjourned till eight o'clock to-morrow morning. 

.;..-' '•-■• ■' ■■■ Saturday, June 17, 1775. 

The. Committee, on the account of Mrs. C'oolidge, re- 
ported ; the Report was ordered to lie on the table till the 
President carrje into Congress. 
^ The Congress granted leave of absence to Mr. J. Orne, 
being bound on a journey to Philadelphia. 

The^CommTttee appointed to take into consideration the 
property of some persons who have left their habitations 
in sundry Towns in this Colony, and also have discovered 
.themselves tojje enemies to the rights. of this Colony and 
the Continent, $jc, reported. 

. Ordered, That Mr.,Edivards, Col. Thompson, and Col. 
Glover, be a Committee to consider upon the expediency 
and means of procuring Fire- Arms and Powder from Phi- 
ladelphia and .elsewhere, which Committee reported. The 
Report was read and accepted, and is as follows, viz: 
.The.Comnijttee appointed to consider upon the expedi- 
ency and means ...of procuring Fire-Arms and Powder from 
Philadelphia, .and elsewhere, and to report in the form of 
3 Resolve, report accordingly : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supply be directed 
to employ Mr.^Joshua Orne, a member of this Congress, 
for this end, ancl that they', by letter, desire that the Hon- 
ourable .Continental Congress would be pleased to grant to 
Mr. Orne their aid in the premises. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Resolve .of the Committee of Safety, respecting the aug- 
mentation of the Army", and supplying the Army with 
Arms, &c, reported in part. The Report was considered 
and accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Whereas, the hostile incursions this Country is exposed 
to; and the frequent alarms we may expect from the mili- 
tary^operations of our enemies, make it necessary that the 
good people ophis Colony be on their guard and' prepared 
at all times to resist their attacks, and to aid and assist 
their brethren: . 

Therefore, Resolved, That it be, and hereby is, recom- 
mended to the Militia in all parts of this Colony to hold 
themselves in readiness to march at a minute's warning to 
the. relief of any place that may be attacked, or to°the 
support of our Army, with at least twenty cartridges or 



rounds of powder and ball. And to prevent all confusion 
or delay, it is further recommended to the inhabitants of 
this Colony Jiving on the sea-coasts, or within twenty miles 
of them, that they carry their arms and ammunition with 
them to meeting on the Sabbath, and other days when they 
meet for publick worship. 

Resolved, That all vacancies occasioned by the officers 
going Into the Army, or otherwise, in the several Regi- 
ments of Militia, be immediately filled up; and it is recom- 
mended to the Regiments, where such vacancies are, to 
supply them in manner and form as prescribed by the Re- 
Solutions of Congress. 

Ordered, That the Resolve aforementioned, brought in 
by said Committee last mentioned, be immediately printed 
in handbills, and that the number be three hundred. 

Voted, That Capt. Goodman, Mr. Broivn, and Major 
Bliss, be, and hereby are appointed a Committee to get 
said three hundred handbills printed, and distribute the 
same to the several Towns and Districts in this Colony. 

Resolved, That Doctor Moses Gunn be, and hereby is 
appointed to countersign the large Notes, instead of the 
Hon. Joseph Warren, Esq. 

Colonel Jonathan Brewer's list of Officers in his Regi- 
ment was presented. 

Ordered, That a Commission be delivered to each of 
the said Officers, except to Joseph Stebbi?is. who has but 
twenty-one men in his Company. 

Colonel David Brewer's list of Officers in his Regiment 
was presented. 

Ordered, That a Commission be delivered to each of 
said Officers. 

Resolved, That Captain Holmes, Major Brooks, and 
Captain Smith, be a Committee to confer. with the Printers 
Edes, Hall, and Thomas, and know of them respectively 
upon what terms" they will print handbills, and also such 
pieces as may be desired by this Congress to be put in the 
weekly Papers, "and make report to this Congress, in wri- 
ting, with all convenient speed. 

The Petition of sundry persons from Egamagon Reach 
was read, and committed to. the Committee on the state 
of the sea-coasts. 

On the Petition of a number of the. Inhabitants of Ega- 
magon Reach, No. 4, so called, praying for a small supply 
of Provisions ; ".-.-■ -,.-.-._... 

Resolved, That it be recommended by this Congress to 
the Committee of Safety of the Town of Salem, or to the 
like Committee or Committees of Correspondence of any 
other Towns within this Province, to.'suppiy Messrs. Rob- 
ert Byard and Alexander -Greenlaw, of said Egamagon 
Reach, No. 4, for the present relief of the said inhabi- 
tants, with the following articles, viz : forty bushels of In- 
dian Corn and five barrels of Pork ; and take in return for 
the same, cord Wood, or such other payment as the said 
Robert Byard and Alexander Greenlaw may be able to 
make. And in case they, the said Byard arid Greenlaw, 
should not make satisfaction for the same, in a reasonable 
lime, it shall be allowed and paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury of this Province, and the said Byard ' zn^G'reenhw 
shall refund the same as soon as may be. 

Several of the Committees who were appointed to con- 
sider the state and circumstances of the sea-c oasts , viz: 
Hon. Mr. Sever,, Hon. Mr. Spooner, Colonel Cutt, and 
Captain Maynard, being absent, 

Ordered, That Major Hall, Mr. Allan, Captain Mor- 
ton, and Captain King, be appointed in their stead. 

Resolved, That the vote for choosing Brigadier-Generals 
from the Colonels who have been commissioned by this 
Congress, be so far reconsidered as that Colonel Heath, 
though he has not yet received his commission, may be 
eligible to that office. . 

The Committee appointed to consider the Resolutions 
of the Committee of Safety, reported the following Re- 
solve and Schedule, which were accepted : 

Whereas, some of the inhabitants of the new planta- 
tions in this Colony, not incorporated, and some of the 
inhabitants of the neighbouring Colonies, together with a 
number of the late inhabitants of the Town of Boston, 
have enlisted into the Army now raising in this Colony, to 
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whom the Resolve of .Congress, dated May 9, 1775, em- 
powering the Selectmen to supply the inhabitants of their 
respective Towns with Anns, &c, did not extend, and by 
that means many of such men are not provided with suffi- 
cient Arms : therefore, 

Resolved, That the inhabitants of the several Towns 
and Districts in the Counties specified in a list hereunto 
annexed, who may have good and sufficient Firelocks, be, 
and hereby are, most earnestly advised, as soon as possible 
to provide and deliver to such person or persons as are to 
be aow appointed by this Congress to receive the same, 
the full number of good effective Firelocks specified in 
the said list for each Town and District to supply : for 
which Firelocks every owner thereof shall receive such 
sum, in the bills of credit of this Colony, as the person 
or persons now to be appointed by this Congress to receive 
such Firelock, and the owner thereof, shall agree to be the 
value of the same^within forty days after the delivery of 
such Firelock; for all which Firelocks, delivered as afore- 
said, the person to be appointed by this Congress to re- 
ceive the. same, shall give his receipt therefor, in the form 
following : 

"The ... , day of . . . . . , 1775. 

" Received of A,B t . v , . Firelock, to the use of the 
Colony of the Ma smchuseits-Bay , of the value of .... , 
which sum the RweiverrG.enej'aJ of the said.. Colony is 
directed, in forty days after the date hereof, to pay to the 
said A B, pi order, in bills of credit of this Colony." 
- And the Receiver-General, upon such receipt being 
produced to him, is empowered and required to pay out 
of the. Treasury of this Colony 4he sum specified in such 
receipt, in the bfl.ls._gf. .credit .aforesaid, to the person 
named therein, or his order; and, furthermore, the Select- 
men and Committees ..oLCprresporidence of the several 
Towns and. JiistricTs aforesaid, are hereby most earnestly 
requested to .afford._all possible aid and assistance to the 
persons fo beTtppointed by this Congress to procure the 
said Firelocks, that so the said Arms may be supplied to 
our Army with the greatest expedition. And the persons 
to be appointed to. procure said Firelocks are. hereby seve- 
rally empowered and directed to employ such Wagoners, and 
Teamsters as .shall be necessary, with great despatch to 
convey the same to the Army, and to order the Receiver- 
General of this Colony to pay out of the Treasury of the 
same, in bills of credit as aforesaid, such sums as they 
shall agree on and draw for; and tire said Receiver-Gen- 
eral is hereby authorized and directed to pay the orders so 
drawn. ; . :: : t ' ' 



Worcester County. 


Holden, - - 


8 


Worcester, 




30 Douglass, 


7 


Lancaster, 


- 


32 Grafton, 


12 


Mendon, 


- 


24 Petersham, 


12 


Brookfiejd, 


--. 


31 Royalston, 


2 


Oxford, 


- 


11 Westminster, - 


10 


Charlton, 


- ' 


11 Athol, 


6 


Sutton, 


- 


31 Templeton, 


8 


Leicester, 


- 


12 Princeton, 


8 


Spencer, 


- 


10 Ashburnham, - 


3 


Paxton, 


- -- 


6 Winchendon, - 


3 


Rutland, 


. - . 


15 ' ' ~ 


514 


Oakham, 


- 


6 




Hubbardston, - 


- 


2 Hampshire County. 




New-Brain tree, 


- 


10 Springfield, 


26 


Southborough, 


- 


12 West-Springfield, 


25 


Westborough, 


- 


12 Wilbraham, 


11 


North borough, 


"- 


8 Northampton, - 


25 


Lunenburgh, - 


. - 


16 Southampton, - 


10 


Fitchburgh, 


- - 


6 Hadley, 


11 


Uxbridge, 


- 


11 South-Hadley, 


9 


Northbridge, 


- 


5 Amherst, 


12 


Harvard, 


- 


16 Granby, 


7 


Dudley, 


- 


10 Hatfield, 


14 


Hutchinson, 


- 


13 Westfiejd, 


19 


Bolton, 


- 


15 Deerfield, 


15 


Upton, 


- 


6 Greenfield, 


ro 


Shrewsbury, 


- 


22 Sunderland, 


9 


Sturbridge, 


- 


12 Montague, 


8 


Leominster, 


- 


12 Northfield, 


10 


Hardwick, 


- 


17 Brimfield, 


15 


Western, 


- 


11 South-Brimfield, 


10 



Monson, 


- 


"-■-- 


8 Acton, > 


- 


5 


Pelham, 


- 


. 


■ 14 Dunstable, 


- 


5 


Blanford, 


. 


_ 


9 Tewksbury, 


■ - 


7 


Palmer, 


- 


_ 


11 Chelmsford, 


- 


4 


Granville, 


- 


_ 


16 Billerica, 


- 


7 


New-Salem, 


- 


. 


9 Stow, 


-- 


4 


Warwick, 


- 


. 


5 Framingbam, - 


-- 


3 


Ashfield, 


- 


. 


8 Wilmington, 


- 


4 


Soutliwick, 






8 

Plymouth Co 


>unty. 


1Q2 


Suffolk 


County. 


Bridgewater, 


' _r 


25 


Wrentbain, 
Medway, 


; 


:■ 


*" Middleborough, 


- 


16 

41 


Bellingham, 


_ 


. 


6 




Walpole, 


- 


- 


4 Bristol County. 




Medfield, 


- 


- 


4 Attleborough, ^ 


- 


10 








49 Rehoboth, 


' 


15 


Middlesex County. 






25 


Marlborough, 


. 


_ 


20 






Littleton, 


. 


. 


6 Worcester, - 


- 


514 


Hopkinton, 


. 


. 


9 Hampshire, - 


- 


334 


Westford, 


_ 


. 


6 Suffolk, 


. 


49 


Groton, 


. 


. 


7 - Middlesex, - 


- 


102 


Shirley, 


. 


. 


2 Plymouth, - 


- 


41 


Pepperel, 


- 


- 


4 Bristol, 


- 


25 


Townshend, 


- 


- 


4 Total, 




1065 


Dracut, 


_ 


.. 


5 




■ — , — - 



Resolved, That four 
choosing Committees to 
agreeable to the foregoin 



o'clock, P.. M., be assigned for 
receive and purchase Fire-Arms, 
" Resolve. 



Afternoon. 

A Letter from the President of the Continental Con- 
gress, and a Resolve containing several recommendations 
to this and the other Colonies, and two Letters, (one to the 
Lieutenant-Governour of Rhode-Island, and one to the 
Provincial Congress of New-Hampshire,) brought Express 
by Mr. Fessendcn, were read ; whereupon, 

Ordered, That Captain Morton take charge of the 
Letter to New-Hampshire, and Mr. Slead that to Rhode- 
Island, to deliver them immediately, and return, to Con- 
gress as soon as may be. 

Resolved, That the Hon. Colonel Warren, Hon. Major 
Hawley, Hon. Colonel Gerrish, Mr. Gerry, Colonel Pres- 
cott, Deacon Cheever, Captain Brown, Captain _Robinson, 
and the Secretary of the Congress, be a Committee to 
notify and call together the Members of thjs Congress in 
any extraordinary emergency, at any other time, or to any 
other place than that to which it may stand adjourned. 

The Order of the Day was moved for. 1 

Whereupon, Committees were chosen to purchase Arms 
agreeable to the Resolve passed in the forenoon. The 
names of the Committees chosen are expressed in the fol- 
lowing Resolve, viz: - 

For the County of Worcester. — Captain William 
Page, of Hardu-ick ; Captain Abiel Sadler, of Upton; 
Mr. Hcmenway, of Shrewsbury. 

For the County of Hampshire. — M&].Benjamin S. Ely, 
of West- Springfield ; Major John Bliss, of Hadley. 

For the County of Suffolk. — Captain Lemuel Kollock, 
of Wrentham. 

For the County o/ Middlesex.— Col. Simeon Spauld- 
ing, of Chelmsford ; Capt. Josiah Stone, ofFramingham. 

For the County of Plymouth. — Major Ebenezer White, 
of Rochester. ■..-.. 

For the County of Bristol.— Colonel George Wil- 
liams, of Taunton. : 

Adjourned to Sunday morning, eight o'clock. 

Sunday, June 18, 1775. 
Resolved, That the Records and Papers of the' Provin- 
cial Congress be secured and taken care of, at the discre- 
tion of the Secretary; and that the Committee of Supplies 
be, and hereby are directed to procure a horse for the 
Secretary, that he may have one ready for that purpose on 
any emergency. 

A Petition from the Committee of Waldoborough for 
Powder, was read ; whereupon, . 
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Resolved, That the petitioners have leave to withdraw 
their Petition. 

Ordered, That Mr. Lothrop appoint some Messenger 
to go to Dr. Church for the Letters it is said he has brought 
from Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That Major Iiawley, Colonel Warren, Mr. 
Kollock, Mr. Edwards, Colonel Gerrish, Doctor Church, 
and Colonel Otis, be a Committee to prepare a Letter to 
the Continental Congress on the late attack of the King's 
Troops at Bunker's Hill, Sic, and such other matters as 
they may think proper, and report to this Congress. And 
also, that they take into consideration a Letter from the 
President of the Continental Congress, and several recom- 
' mendations of the said Continental Congress therein "en- 
closed, received by Mr. Fesscnden; and another Letter 
from the said President, with a Resolve enclosed, relative 
to a mode of Government for this Colony; and also to 
inquire of the Committee of Supplies what steps they 
have taken to procure Powder from the other Governments 
of New-England. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Supplies be directed 
to write to Rhode- Island and New-Hampshire, touching 
the article of Powder ; also to send to each of said Gov- 
ernments a copy of the recommendation of the Continen- 
tal Congress. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Colonel Thurston, Colonel Parks, and 
Doctor Corbet, be a Committee to consider a Petition from 
Egamagon Reach, and also a Petition from Deer Island. 

Adjourned to Monday morning, eight o'clock. 

Monday, June 19, 1775. 
Ordered, That Mr. Bonney, Mr. Foster, and Colonel 
Thompson, be and hereby are appointed a Committee to 
repair lmmerTiately to Cambridge, and inquire what methods 
are taken to supply the Army at the Intrenchments with 
Victuals and Drink, and take effectual care that they be 
well supplied without delay. 

Ordered, Tlrat Colonel Parks, Deacon Fairbanks, and 
Doctor Whiting, be, and hereby are appointed a Commit- 
tee to take jnto consideration a Letter from General Ward 
respecting the supplying the soldiers with Blankets and 
other articles lost in battle; also for providing Spears for 
defence. 

. Doctor Halt, Doctor Jones, and Mr. Bigelow, were 
appointed a Committee to consider the expediency of 
establishing another Hospital for the sick and wounded of 
the Army, and ordered to sit forthwith. 

Deacon Bailey, Captain Goodman, and Mr. Fisher, 
were appointed a Committee to inquire of the Committee 
Of Supplies how far they have proceeded to supply the 
soldiery with Blankets, &c., and make report. 

Captain Goodrich, Mr. Aikin, and Doctor Dioight, 
are appointed to consider a Letter from the Hon. Jcde- 
diah Preble and' Hon. Enoch Freeman, respecting Colonel 
Phinhey's Regiment being commissioned for the defence 
of tiiesea-coasts. " - 

Th^ Committee appointed to consider the expediency of 
establishing certain officers for taking care of the Ordnance 
Stores, viz: Storekeeper, Conductors, and Clerks; also 
the establishment of a Company of Artificers, &c, report- 
ed. The Report was amended, and accepted, and is as 
follows, viz : ' 

The Coqimittee appointed to consider the expediency 
of establishing certain officers for taking care of the Ord- 
nance Stores; also, what Artificers, and the number that may 
be necessary" for the Army, and in what way they shall be 
established, have attended that service, and beg leave to 
report ai* follows : 

That in addition to the Storekeeper already appointed 
by this Congress, there be established four Conductors of 
Stores^ and two Clerks, for the Ordnance Department; 
and a company of Artificers, to consist of a Master Car- 
penter orOverseer, with forty-nine Privates: and the Com- 
mittee of Safety be desired to recommend to this Congress 
fit persons fprjhe offices abovenamed; and if any such 
Privates who are now engaged in either of the Regiments 



of the Massachusetts Army, are inclined to join the above- 
said company, they may have leave so to do, they relin- 
quishing their pay as Soldiers from the time they engage 
as Artificers, and be equipped with fire-arms imd Accou- 
trements; and the Overseer (when appointed) be ordered 
to consult the Chief Engineer with respect to the number 
of each kind of Artificers that may be necessary, and that 
he complete his Company, and make return thereof to this 
Congress, with all possible despatch. Your Committee, 
furthermore, beg leave to" report an establishment for the 
Officers and Privates abovementioned, viz: 

The Storekeeper, 80 shillings per month ; four Con- 
ductors, each 48 shillings per month ; one Master Car- 
penter, or Overseer, 80 shillings per month ; two Clerks, 
each 48 shillings per month ; forty-nine" Privates, (they to 
find their own tools,) each 50 shillings per month. 

All which is humbly submitted. 

Elisha Pakks, per order. 

Resolved, That three o'clock, P. M., be assigned for 
the choice of a President of this Congress, in the room of 
the Hon. Joseph Warren, supposed to be killed in the late 
battle at Bunker's Hill. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Resolve of the honourable Continental Congress, respect- 
ing the method of establishing Civil Government in this 
Colony, reported. The Report was read, and debated, and 

Resolved, That the further consideration of_the said 
Report be put off until Dr. Church, who was at Philadel- 
phia at the time said Resolve of the ContineniaI_Congres3 
passed, shall be present. 

"- The Committee appointed to take into consideration a 
Letter from General Ward respecting supplying the soldiers 
with Blankets, &c, lost In battle, and providing Spears, 
&,c, reported. The Report was recommitted. __"..... 
Colonel Prescott and Mr. Wheeler were ~added to the 
Committee chosen to fill up Commissions for the Officers 
of the Army. --- 

Afternoon. 

The Order of the Day was moved for. 

Ordered, That Colonel Prescott, Doctor Hall, and 
Colonel Otis, be a Committee to receive, sort, and count 
the votes for a President. 

The Committee having attended that service, reported, 
that the Hon. James Warren was chosen. 

Resolved, That nine o'clock to-morrow morning be as- 
signed for the consideration of the Report of the Commit- 
tee on the establishing armed Vessels. 

The Committee appointed to inquire of the Committee 
of Supplies what they had done relative to providing Blan- 
kets and Coats, reported verbally, that they had conformed 
"to the Resolve of Congress relative thereto, and looked 
upon it to be their duty to pay such orders as the Select- 
men might draw on them for the Blankets they should 
purchase, but that they had only paid one Town as yet. 

Resolved, That the same Committee report to this Con- 
gress the price proper to be given for Blankets throughout 
the whole Colony ; and that the Committee of Supplies 
be directed to suspend the payments for Blankets till some 
further day,; and that the said Committee bring in a Re- 
solve expressive of the reason thereof. 

The Committee appointed to consider the expediency 
of establishing another Hospital for the Army, reported, 
that a house belonging to Doctor Spring, of this place", 
may be had for that purpose : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That said Committee be directed to inquire 
at what rate per month Doctor Spring will let the same. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to subscribe 
the name of the late President to all the Commissions that 
are to be delivered out to the officers of the Army, bearing 
date the 19th of May. ° 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
General Ward's Letter relative to Spears, was again read 
and accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration a 
Letter from the General, informing that a number of the 
soldiers in the late action lost their clothes and blankets; 
and also proposing that the Soldiers in the intrenchments 
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be furnished with Lances or Spears, have attended to that 
service, and beg leave to report by way of Resolve: 

That the Committee, of Supplies be, and they are hereby 
djrected to furnish those destitute soldiers with Clothes and 
Blankets, as soon as may be, who shall produce from the 
Colonel of the Regiment they belong to certificates of 
their having lost such clothes and blankets in the late en- 
gagement ; and that a Committee be chosen immediately 
to procure frontrsuch as can most speedily and conveniently 
supply them, a sufficient number of good Spears, not ex- 
ceeding fifteen hundred, either by purchase or hire; and 
that the same be transmitted to the Army at Cambridge, 
as soon as possible. _AH which is humbly submitted. 

Adjourned to eight o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, June 20, 1775. 

The Committee appointed to consider the request of 
Colonel Phinney, reported as follows, viz : 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
request of Colonel Phinney, with respect to establishing a 
Regiment in the pay of this Colony to guard the sea- 
coast within and adjacent to the County of Cumberland, 
have attended to that service, and beg leave to report: 
That it appears to tr3~necessaTy that there should be a Re- 
giment, consisting of five hundred men, stationed there for 
their proper defence, provided said Regiment can be fur- 
nished with ammunition, as it appears, that those parts are 
greatly~exposed to the ravages of Cutters, &tc. All which 
is humbly submitted. 

The Report was ordered to. lie on the table till the rnat- 
' ter respecting armed Vessels is considered. 

Ordered, That Major Brooks, Colonel Mitchell, Mr. 
Ellis, Mr. KoUock, Deacon Fairbanks, Mr, Gerry, and 
Major Fuller, be a Committee to purchase Spears, agree- 
able to a Resolve which passed the Congress yesterday ; 
said Committee to proceed on the business forthwith, to 
consult with and receive .directions from the Genera] re- 
specting the form, &"c, of the. Spears, and to engage pay- 
ment for the same in bills of credit of this Colony. 

The Committee on the Resolve of the Continental Con- 
gress respecting Government, reported a Letter to the 
several Towns in the Colony ; which was read and accept- 
ed, and ordered to be printed in handbills, with the Resolve 
of the Continental Congress at large ; and Mr. Whitney, 
.Colonel Freeman, Captain Stone, Doctor Church, and 
.Deacon t Chg§]}er, were appointed a Committee to ascertain 
the.numbertQ be printed, to get them printed, and to dis- 
perse _the_sa me _to the several Townsand Districts in this 
Colony; and also tO_considerjn what manner the late in- 
habitants of the Towns of Boston and Charlestown should 
choose Members to represent them. 

The Reso lve of tie Continental Congress, and the Let- 
ter to the Towns, follow, viz : 

" " -"In Congress, Friday, June 9, 1775. 

" Resolved, That no obedience being due to. the Act of 
Parliament for altering the Charter of the Colony of Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, norto a Governour and Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernour wlio.wiJI.not observe the directions of, but endeavour 
to: subvert that Charter, the Governour and Lieutenant- 
Governour are to be considered as absent, and their offices 
vacant, And__as there is ao Council there, and the incon- 
veniences arising from the suspension of thepowers of Gov- 
ernment are intolerable, especially at a time when General 
Gage hath actually levied war^and is carry rng'on hostilities 
against.His.Majesiy's peaceable and loyal subjects of that 
Colony: - That in order. to conform as near as may be to the 
spirit andjjjbstance of the Charter, it be recommended to 
the ProvlnciaTCongTess to write Letters to the inhabitants 
of the several places which are entitled to Representatives 
in Assembly, requesting them to choose such Representa- 
tives ; and that the Assembly, when chosen, should elect 
Counsellors, which Assembly and Council should exercise 
the powers of Government, until a Governour of His Ma 
jesty's appointment will consent to govern the 
according to its Charter. 

" By order of the_Congress : 

" John Hancock, President. 

"A true copy from the Minutes : 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary.'" 
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Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay. 

In observance of the foregoing -Resolve of .the honour- 
able Continental Congress, now sitting at Philadelphia, 
these are to request you forthwith to cause the Freeholders 
and other Inhabitants of your Town that have an estate of 
freehold in land within this Province or TerritOTy,"oF forty 
Shillings per annum at the least, or other estate to the value 
of forty Pounds sterling, to assemble at such time, and place 
as you shall appoint, then and there to elecl.and depute one 
or more Freeholders, resident in the same Town, according 
to the. numbers set and limited by an Act of the General 
Assembly, intituled " An Act for ascertaining the. innnber, 
and regulating the House of Representatives," to serve for 
and represent them in a Great and General Court or Assem- 
bly, to be convened, held, and kept for theTefyice of the 
said Colony, until theend of the. day next preceding the 
last Wednesday of May next, if necessary, "and noionger, 
at the meeting-house in Watertoiim, upon Wed nesday , the 
19th day of July next, ensuing the date hereof; and. to warrr 
the person or persons so elected by the major parL.of the 
electors present at such election, tolje timelyjiotified.by 
one or more of the Constables, of your Town to. attend, the 
service of this Colony in the said General Court or As- 
sembly, on the day above prefixed, by nine cZc]ock_in the 
forenoon, and so from day to day during theTrisessjon apd 
sessions. Hereof we desire you not to fail; and make re- 
turn of this letter, with the name or names; jsf the person 
or persons so elected or deputed, and of their \being notified, 
unto the said General Assembly, at the timerand place 
above-mentioned for. its meeting. Given under my hand 
this 19th 'day of June, Anno Domini 1775. "~~°"~ 
- By order of the Congress: ' 

...... ,Fresid_ent. 

Attest: , Secretory. 

To the Selectmen of the Town of .... . 

- Resolved, That three o'clock, P. M., be assigned for 
the choice of a .MajoT-General, in the room of the late 
Doctor Warren; and also for the choice of one Brigadier- 
General. - ": ; r 

Several Letters from Penobscot, viz: from Mr, John 
Lane and others, were read, and committed to Captain. 
Webster, Colonel Farley, Captain Holmes, Doctor Taylor, 
and Major Perley. 

Doctor Gunn was appointed to report a ResolveJ.on the 
proposal made by the Committee of Safety relative to the 
killed and wounded in the late battre. 7 ~ 

A Petitioivfrom the District M Woj)lwich wis presented 
and read: And thereupon, 

Resolved, That the petitionershave leavOo withdraw 
their Petition. , ... ..J '..*..__ '..'2^ .1. "..... 

Upon a motion made, Resolved, That the JJouse of Mr. 
Hunt, at Cambridge, be hired for a Hospital ; and that the 
Committee appointed to treat with_ Doctor Spring be a 
Committee to hire the same. : 

Ordered, That Doctor Church, Doctor ^Taylor, and 
Doctor Whiting, be a Committee to consider.what method 
is proper to be taken to supply the Hospitals with Sut- 
gebns ; arid thatjhe same gentlemen be a". Committee, to 
provide Medicines and all other necessaries Tot tbeTIIqspi- 

tals. '" . ' - * 7 : : "-.\ >; . :7 s : T 'i~'-. 

The Report of the Committee on the expediency' of 
establishing armed Vessels, was_ considered, _ The" Rep|jr|*"- 
is as_ follows, viz: ™-""-7 : -~ ^77 ' s *::'fa?a. 

Resolved, That a number of armed Vessels, not less 
than six, to mount from eight to .fourteen carriage guns, and " 
a proportionable number of swivels, &c, &c.,~be with all 
possible despatch provided, fixecf, andjproperTy^arrned, to 
cruise as the Committee of Safety, or any other person or 
persons who shall be appointed by this Congress lot. that 
purpose, shall from time to time order and direct, Tor the 
protection. of our trade and sea-coasts against the depre- ; 
dations^and piracies of our enemies, and for their annoy- 
ance, capturej or destruction. _■.;■-:- :: _i; :> : . . 

After debate, the matter was ordered to subside for the , 
present. . " " '..'."" ~_;". 

The Committee appointed to confer with Doctor Spring 
relative to the use of his house for another Hospital, re- 
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-ported. The Report was read and accepted, and is as 
follows, viz : 

, ■-.■■ The Committee appointed to consider of the expediency 
of establishing another Hospital for the sick and wounded 
of the Army, have attended that service, and beg leave to 
report, that they judge it is really expedient to have another 
established ; and they judge that the house of Dr. Spring, 
fn Watgrtqwn, is convenient for that purpose ; and that he 

■. js 'willing said house should be improved by the Province 
for that use; but that he cannot at present ascertain the 

~ damage it may be to him, but is willing to submit that 
"rrtaffe'r ,tb^the judgment of a Committee to be hereafter 
appointed "by this honourable Congress or House of As- 
sembly . 

■ Ordered, That Doctor Church, Doctor Taylor, and Mr. 
Pickering, be a Committee to consider the Petition of Mr. 
Pidgcon, Commissary-General. 

i"«: Ordered, That Mr, Wheeler, Dr. Whiting, and Captain 
Filsbury, be a Committee to consider a Petition of Colonel 
Johji Pqtters r on ; who reported as follows, viz: 

-^ 'The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Petition of Colonel Patterson, have attended that service, 
arid beg leave to report by way of Resolve : That the 
Committee.pf Supplies be directed to give immediate orders 
for supplying said destitute Soldiers with Blankets, agree- 
able to .the said. Petition. _ 

•;frhe Committee on the Petition of Mr. Pidgeon, re- 
, ported". The Report was accepted, and is as follows, viz: 
" '^.Resolved, That Mr. John Pidgeon, Commissary -Gene- 
ral, requesting a dismission from his said office, beingunder 
a mistake, have liberty to withdraw bis Petition ; that the 
conduct of said Commjs.sary-General in his office has been 
such as Jo merit the approbation of this Congress, and of 
the publick in general"; and that said John Pidgeon be 
-desired to attend his business as Commissary-General in 
the service oT_t his Province. - ; 

. v :.At_tlie request of Mr. Pidgeon, the Commissary-Gene- 
ral, Ordered, That Doctor Holten, Mr. Devens, and Col. 
Palmer, be .ajCommitlee to consult" and with their advice 
assist Mj. Pidgcon m such matters as appertain to his 
office. 

-. Resolved, That there be one Deputy-Commissary ap- 
pointed to.eaeh Regiment: and that Mr. Pidgeon, the 
Commissary-General, be desired to lay before the Congress 
a fist of persons proper to be appointed for this business, 
.anrj to propose an establishment for their pay. 
/■Ordered, ThAt Mr, _ Edwards, Mr. Hopkins, Doctor 
Taylor, Mr___ Baichelder, and Doctor Church, be a Com- 
mittee to confer with four Indians this day arrived from 
Penobscot,' under the conduct of Mr, John Lane, and to 
provide proper entertainment for them while in this place, 
and for their return home. ; 

■ '-Ordered,, Tliat Mr. Pickering, Mr. Langdon, and Col. 
Sawyer, be a Committee to consider the desire of Captain 
GeorgcDodge, for liberty to export a quantity of old Ja- 
ftxtica Fish,^ :.'-..* 

J3n a. motion made in behalf of Captain Thomas Mason 
and Captain _George Dodge, that they might have liberty 
from this Congress to: ship off for the West-Indies one hun- 
dred and tliirtyhogsheads of last year's Jamaica Cod-Fish, 
or' a quantity not exceeding the same, 

■ Resolved, That it appears to this Congress that the de- 
tention of said Fi-h can be of little or no service to this 
Colony, and that they he allowed to export the same; and 
the Committee of Safety for the Town of Salem is directed 

•to, see thatjthjs^Resolye be effectually carried into execu- 
tiQnj and that no other Provisions, except for the vessel's 
uset be, shipped off in the same. 

WesolveJ, That five o'clock, P. M., be assigned for the 
choice of sonic person to preach an Election Sermon on the 
1 9th of July next. 

, % • Afternoon. 

The Committee appointed to consider a Petition from 
the Committee chosen to take care of the Poor.at Charles- 
town, reported. The Repoit was accepted, and is as fol- 
lows, viz : 

•:The^Qommittee chosen to take the within Petition "into 
consideration, report, that it is their opinion that the Poor 



of the Town of Charlestownbe provfded for by the Select- 
men of the several Towns to which they remove, until the 
further order of this or some future Congress or House of 
Representatives. 

Ordered, That Colonel Gushing, Major Perley, Col. 
Prescott, Colonel Barrett, and Deacon Fisher, be a Com- 
mittee to inquire into the grounds of a report which has 
prevailed in the Army, that there has been treachery hi 
some of the Officers ; and that if they find that such report 
is without foundation, they "bring in a B.esoIve for quieting 
the minds of the. people in respect thereof. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed, Jo consider 



the request of Captain George Dodge, should likewise 
consider a request made by Deacon Cheever_, In behalf of 
Mr. Russell, for a similar purpose. 

On a motion made in behalf of Mr. Thomas Russell, 
merchant, that he might be allowed to ship off from this 
Colony one hundred hogsheads of last year's ^Jamaica Fish 
for the West- Indies, 

Resolved, That it appears to this Congress that the de- 
tention of said Fish can be of little or no service to this 
Colony, and that he be allowed to export the same; and 
as part of the said Fish Is now at Salem, and part at Neiv- 
buryport, it is further 

Resolved, That the said Russell be allowed to send or 
transport the Fish which is at Salem to Newburyport, in 
order to be shipped off as aforesaid ; andtlie respective 
Committees of Safety of both said Towns are directed to 
take care in their own departments that this Resolve he 
effectually carried into execution ; and that no other Pro- 
visions, except for the vessel's use, be shipped off in the 
same. - -■'.■'-_.'-:::. ~ V" ":::: ..1~ : 

The Order of the Day was moved for. 

Ordered, That Captain Webster, Mr. Wheeler, and Mr. 
Fox, be a Committee to receive and count the vot§s for a 
Major-General. " __ '-:;1;~;"~ \-:r " ' 

The Committee having attended that service, reported 
that Colonel Heath was chosen. " ^ 

Resolved, That eleven ojclock to-morrow morning be 
assigned for the choice of four Brigadier-Generals. 

A Return of a Member, viz: Mr. Beria % Norton, from 
Edgartowh, was read and considered ; and the question 
being put, Whether Mr. Norton be regularly returned a 
Member for said Town? It passed in the negative. '""— 

Ordered, That the Secretary transmit to General Heath 
a certificate of his being chosen hy" this" Congress sTMajon- 
General in the Massachusetts ATmjyand tojesire his ac- 
ceptance ; and that he". would attendjhis Congress as soon 
as may be, to receive his Commission, .;. ."_"_:; .;. = _ ". 

Ordered, That Mr. WTieeler, Mr. Lothrop^ahd ''"Mr. 
Sayer, be a Committee to make out a Commission for 
Major-General Heath. 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman, Mr. Webster, and Dr. 
Taylor, be a Committee to prepare the form of a Return 
to be printed on the back of the letter to be sent to the 
several Towns and Districts for choosing Representatives. 

Ordered, That Deacon Fisher' Captain Stone, and 
Captain Thatcher, be a Committee to consider a Letter 
from the Committee of Safety, relative to their recommen- 
dation of Mr. John Wiley, as Captain of a Company of 
the Train of Artillery; and that they notify the said Wiley 
to be heard thereon. 

Ordered, That Captain Ba(chelder,_Mr. Hopkins, and 
Major Fuller, be a Committee to consider a Petition from 
Robert Haskell. 

Ordered, Tliat Captain Brown be of the Committee 
in, the room of Major Hull, to agree with Mr. Hunt for 
his house in Watertown, to be used as a Hospital. 

Ordered, That Deacon. Nichols, Deacon Fisher, and 
Mr. Hinsdale, be a Committee to distribute Doctor Lang- 
don's Sermons, one to each Minister, in the Colony, and 
one to each Member of the Congress. 

The_ Committee appointed to prepare the form of a 
Return, to be printed on the pack of the letters to the 
Selectmen of the several Towns and Districts, &c, re- 
ported. The Report was read and accepted, and is as 
follows, viz : 
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Pursuant to the letters within written, the Freeholders 
and other Inhabitants of the Town of.. ... , qualified as 
is therein directed, upon due warning given, assembled and 
met together the .... day of .... , 1775, and did 

then elect and depute to serve for and represent 

them in the session and sessions of the Great and General 
Court or Assembly, appointed to be convened, held, and 
kept at the meeting-house in Watertoicn, upon Wednesday, 
the 19th day of July, 1775 ; the said person being chosen 
by the major part of the electors present at said meeting. 

Dated at ... . aforesaid, the .... day of . . .°. 
Anno^ Domini 1775. 



> Selectmen of . . 



The person chosen as aforesaid, notified thereof and sum- 
. moned to attend accordingly, by me, 

■-■—■-- ■ -- ■ - Constable of 

_ Th ? Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to the 
Continental Congress, reported. The Report was read, 
paragraph by paragraph, and accepted, and'ordered to be 
transcribed, authenticated, and sent forward, and is as fol- 
lows : 

Tq the Honourable the Continental Congress, now sitting 
. ;.. at Philadelphia : 
May it please tour Honours: Having been favoured 
, with your Resolve respecting the assumptron of Govern- 
ment in this .Colony, we seize the. earliest opportunity to 
express our grateful sentiments for that compassion, sea- 
sonable exertion, and abundant wisdom evidenced in your 
recommendation to this people on that, head, and for the 
generous provision you have made for our support in our 
efforts for the defence of the common liberty and essential 
rights of the vyhoXeCpotinent.. '/.;.' 

A^ we are plunged into theaccumulated distresses of a 
domestick war, our constant attention to the calls of our 
bteihrenjniliejyd will leave as; but little time to contem- 
. plate the acts of o rdina ry legislation; but as we are '" im- 
pressed" witE The indispensable necessity of rescuing this 
people from the danger they are" in of falling into a" state 
pf anarchy, and that our publick resolutions may be taken 
a-nsLe.sec.uted with the greater despatch, we shall apply our- 
selves wjtlLalLdiligence tojulfij your benevolent intentions, 
and establish the form of Government recommended by 
your Hono urs, that so o rder and government: may be re- 
stored to pus disturbed commum^ 

We thi nk jj Qur_jndlspei]sabie duty to inform you that 
re-enforcements from Treland, both of Horse and Foot, 
beirfg arrived, (the number unknown,) and having good 
intelligence that General Gagcwns about to take possession 
of the advantageous posts in Chqrlestown and on Dorches- 
ter Point, the Committee of Safety advised that our Troops 
sbourdprepossess-nhern, if possible. .'"Accordingly, on Fri- 
^"everfjhg, the 16th instant, this was effected by about 
tweTve hundred men. About daylight an Saturday morn- 
ing, their li^ofci£cumyairation, on a small hill south of 
Bunker's HW, in Charlestown, was closed. At this time the 
Lively, man-of-war, began to fire upon them. A number 
? f our^enemy's ships, tenders, cutters, and scows or floating 
batteries soon came up, from all which the fire was general 
by twelve o'cloc k. . About. t\vo jjie ejiemy began to land 
at a point wTnch leads out towards Noddle's Island, and 
immediately marched up to our intrenchments, from which 
ttje y were Twice repulsed, but in the third, attack forced 
them, .Bur forces which were in the lines, as well as those 
sent foi-_ their support, were greatly annoyed on every side 
by balls and_bombs from Copp's Mill, the ships, scows, 
&c. At this time the buildings in Chariest owj appeared 
in flames in .alnxos j^eve iyqWafter, kindled by red-hot' balls, 
and^aLe since kid in. ashes. Though thi's scene was most' 
horrible, and altogether new to most of our men, yet many 
stood and received wounds by swords and bayonets before 
they quitted their lines. At five o'clockthe enemy were 
in full possession of all the posts within the isthmus. In 
the evening and night following, Gen. Ward extended his 
intrenchments before made at the Stone-House over Win- 
ter Hill. About six o'clock, P. M.., of the same day, the 
enemy began to cannonade Roxbury from 'Boston Neck 
and elsewhere, which they continued twenty-four hours, 
with little spirit and less effect. 

The number of killed and missing on our side is not 



known, but supposed by some to be about sixty or seventy, 
and by some considerably above that number. Our most 
worthy friend and President, Doctor Warren, lately elected 
a Major-General, is among them. This loss we feel most 
sensibly. Lieutenant-Colonel Parker and Major Moore, 
of this Colony, and Major McClary. from New-Hamp- 
shire, are also dead. Three Colonels, and perhaps one 
hundred men, are wounded. The loss of the enemy is 
doubtless great, By an anonymous letter from Boston, we 
are told that they exult much in having gained the ground, 
though their killed and wounded amount to about one thou- 
sand ; but this account exceeds every other estimation. 
The number they had engaged is supposed to be between 
three and four thousand. If any errour has been made on 
our side, it was in taking a post so much" exposed. 

As soon as an estimate can be made of publick and pri- 
vate stocks of gunpowder in this Colony, it shall be trans- 
mitted without delay, which we are well assured will be 
very small, and by no means adequate to the exigences of 
our case. We apprehend that the scantiness;pf our stock 
of that article, cannot fail to induce your Honours still to 
give your utmost attention to ways and means of procuring 
full supplies of it. We feel ourselves Infinitely obliged to 
you for your past care in this respect. 

We beg leave humbly to suggest, that if a Commander- 
in-Chief over the Army of "the United Colonies should 
be appointed, it must be plain to your Honours that no 
part of this Continent. can so.much require his immediate 
presence' and exertions as this Colony. - 

Ordered, That the Honourable Major Hawley and Mr. 
Phillips be a Committee to draw up a Resolve to be sent 
to i General W urd, suggesting to him the expediency of 
drawing part of the Forces stationed at Roxbury to the 
Camp at Cambridge. 

The S3id Committee reported the following Letter, 
which was accepted, and ordered to be sent by ~$.i..Thax- 
ter to the Camp at Cambridge immediately : 

Sir : This Congress, considering the present situation of 
the enemy - and that of the division of our Army at Cain- 
bridge, think proper to suggest to your serious considera- 
tion, whether it is not proper and expedient that there should" 
be an immediate draught of a Regiment or more from the 
Roxbury Camp to that at Cambridge. Your good sense 
will undoubtedly incline you to consult General Thomas 
before you determine absolutely on this measure; but we 
conceive theconsideration of this matter ought not lobe 
delayed a moment. , 
To the Hon. General Ward. 

Adjourned to Wednesday morning, eight o'clock. 

.-'-.".'"■ Wednesday, June SI, 1775. 

Resolved, That the vote of this Congress, for ranking 
the Major-Generals agreeable to the order of their choice, 
be reconsidered. 

The Commission prepared for Genera] Heath was pre- 
sented to Congress, read and accepted, and is as follows.: 

" The Congress of the Colony of the Massachusetts-Ray to 
the Honourable William Heath, Esq., greeting :' ;-■ 
"We, reposing especial" trust and. confidence in your 
courage and good conduct, do, by these presents, consti- 
tute and appoint you, the said William Heaiji,lb he a 
Major-General of all the Forces raised by the Congress 
aforesaid, for the defence of this and the other American 
Colomes. You are therefore carefully and "diligently 'to 
discharge the duty of a Major-General, in leading, order- 
ing, and exercising the said Forces in arms, both jnferiour 
Officers and Soldiers, and to keep them in good order and 
discipline'; an8 they ure hereby commanded to qbey you 
as their Major-General. And you are yourself to observe 
and follow such orders and instructions as you shall from 
time to time receive from the General and Commander-in- 
Chief of said Forces, or any other your superiourBfficers, 
andto demean yourself according to military rules und dis- 
cipline established by said Congress, in pursuaijee of the 
trust reposed" in you. 

" Dated .at Wateriovm, the 21st of June, 1775.. 

" By order of Congress : 

" •■-■-- "...".... , President." 
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.-"Ordered, That Colonel Gerrish, Major Hawley, Doctor" 
Taylor, Mr. Durfee, and Mr. Jewett, be a Committee to 
consider the expediency of directing General Ward to call 
Colonel Glover's Regiment, now stationed at Marbhhead, 
to the_Camp at Cambridge, and report. 

The Committee orrthe Petition of Robert Haskell, re- 
ported. TheHeport was accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Petition, of Robert Haskell, beg leave to report by way of 
Resolve : 

Resolved, That the petitioner, Robert Haskell, be, and 
he hereby is permitted to proceed from Beverly to Nova- 
Scotia, in a fishing vessel about seventeen years old, that 

, he hath procured for that purpose; also, to carry three or 
four persons with him, and the following Provisions, viz : 
one barrel of Pork, two of Bread, sixteen gallons of Mo- 
lasses, sixteen gallons of Rum, half a bushe^of Beans or 

- Peas, and two busbels_of Salt : but no more provisions of 
any kind whatever. ' And that such proceeding will not be 
contrary to the ^Resolve passed by the Grand American 
Congress, the 17th of May last, or any other Resolve that 
honourable Congress have yet published. 

Resolved, That Colonel Phinney be admitted into this 
House, to inform the Congress of the state of the Regiment 
enlisted jn the County of Cumberland. 

The Committee appointed to consider the expediency 
of directing General Ward to call to the Camp at Cam- 
bridge the Regiment at Marblehead, reported. The .Re- 
port was accepted, and is as follows, viz : [This Report is 
not to be found.] 

Ordered, That Colonel Sayer wait on General Ward 
with it. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sayer draw, in the form of a Re- 
solve, the Report of the Committee relative to the Estates 
of the Refugees. 

Ordered, That the President sign the Resolve relative to 
the violation of th e Sabbath, which passed the 16th instant. 

Ordered, That Doctor Jones, Capt. Stone, and Capt. 
Bragdon, be a Committee to consider the Petition of 
Thomas Twining. 

-^. Ml,. Sayer reported a Resolve relative to the Estates of 
the _Re_fu gees ; which was accepted, and ordered to be 
printed in the Cambridge, Watertown, and Worcester Pa- 
pers, and is as follows,* viz : 

Whereas, the property of some persons who have left 
theirjiabitations in sundry Towns in this Colony, and have 
discovered themselves to he enemies to the rights of this 
Colony, and the Continent of America in general, and have 
taken refuge in Boston and other places, under the protec- 
tion of the enemies to said Colony and Continent:. 
• Therefore, Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
Selectmenand.Committees of Correspondence of the seve- 
ral Towns and Districts of this Colony, where any property 
is to be found belonging to any of the aforesaid persons, 
that they take the same into their care, and make the best 
improvement thereof in their power; and also, that it be 
recommended to the said Committees or Selectmett, to use 
their endeavours that ho strip or waste be made on such 
property, arid to_keep an account of all the rents and profits 
arising from the same, and to be accountable for the same 
to this oj somejgther Congress or Assembly of this Colony, 
when thereunto; required, they having a reasonable allow- 
aftqe made Jol their trouble, . - " _ 

** The following is a copy of the Resolution, as printed under this 
order of the Congress. The 'Resolution in the text is recorded on the 
Manuscript Journ.al : 
; > r ; : - -f .'VvJn .PjioviNci^L, Congress, Watertown, June'21, 1775. 

Whereas,_a number of out inveterate, epemies have taken shelter 
■under the protectTori of General Gage and his Troops, and have left a 
conBiderabJe interest, whereby it becomes necessary that some provi. 
eioB should b e made for the disposal of the same : 

Resolved, therefore, That the Selectmen and Committees of Corres- 
pondence of the several Towns and Districts of this Colony, be direct- 
ed to take under their care the; effects and estates of the several persons 
"who have fled for. protectionjtb Boston or elsewhere, and to improve 
the same to the"best advantage, and render a true account of the profits 
arising therefrom, to this Congress, or some future House, of Repre. 
sentatives of this Colony, they being allowed a reasonable considera. 
tion for their trouble. Ja. Warren, President. 

k A true £?py front the Minutes ; 

Attest f Sam. Freeman, Secretary. 



Afternoon. 
Ordered, That Major Hawley, Mr. Gerry, and Major 
Fuller, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for the pur- 
pose of calling the General Assembly at another time than 
that at which it is to be held, if the exigences of the times 
shall make it necessary. - 

Resolved, That another Major-General be chosen by 
this Congress, in addition to the two already chosen, and 
that six o'clock this afternoon be assigned for such choice. 

Ordered, That Major Fuller, Colonel Farley, and Mr. 
Wheeler, be a Committee to inquire how^ and where mate- 
rials for making good Paper, proper for Bills of Credit, may 
be had, if any such bills shall be emitted. 

Ordered, That Captain Bragdon and Colonel Davis 
be a" Committee to apply to Mr. Paul Revere, desiring him 
to take care that he does not leave his Engraving Press 
exposed when he is absent from it ; and said Committee 
are directed to take the. Plates into their hands, and deliver 
them to this Congress, when the Notes are all struck off. 

The Committee who were appointed to confer with the 
Indians, reported as follows, viz : 

The Committee appointed by the honourable Colony 
Congress now sitting, to treat with the Indian Chief from 
the Penobscot Tribe, L after an introduction on their part, 
received from the Indian the following Address, viz: 

The representation he now makes, and the engagements 
he enters into, are in behalf of the whole Tribe he repre- 
sents, His.heart is good, honest, and upright in all he says. 
The English are a people old and strong, but they are 
children and weak. They have a large tract of land which 
they have a rights to call their own," and have possessed 
accordingly for many years. These lands Have been en- 
croached upon by the English, who have for miles on end 
cut much of their good timber. They ask that the English 
would interpose and prevent such encroachment^ for the 
future, and they will assist us with all their power in the 
common defence of our country; and they hope, if the 
Almighty be on our side, the enemy will not be able to 
deprive us of our lands. They request that Captain Lane 
be an agent for them to settle all matters relative to the 
above difficulties respecting their lands. They desire: a 
Commissary^ may be sent among them, of whom they may 
purchase goods. They desire provisions, powder, Sic,, 
may be sent them, which they will buy at a reasonable 
rate. They say they have been much imposed upon by 
out traders; and desire such evils may be by us "pre- 
vented. -..'-"-.. ". .-.'::"- ":'zr~-L:/-- 



Ordered, That the request of the Indi ans, a s mention- 
ed in said Report, be considered Tjy the Committee, afore- 
said., ._ ._ 

Ordered, That Mr. Haven administer th e oaths to" 
General Heath as Colonel, and as Major-General in the 
Massachusetts Army. 1 _ZL1. 

The President then delivered General Heaths Commis- 
sion as Colonel, and another as a Major-General of the Mas- 
sachusetts Army. 

Ordered, That Mr. Pickering, Mr. Lothrop, and Mr. 
Pitts, be a Committee to deliver Commissions to the fol- 
lowing Officers, in General Head's Regiment, viz : Jotham 
Loring, Second Major; Charles Gushing, Captain; Elias 
Whitton, Lieutenant; Benjamin Beal, Ensign. 

Ordered, That thePresident^Major Hawley, Mr. Gerry, 
Colonel Tliompson, Captain Goodman, Col onel Lincoln, 
and Colonel Freeman, be a Committee to inquire into the 
reason of the present want of. ."discipline-in the Massachu- 
setts Army, and to report to tliisCongress what is the most 
proper way to put said Army Into a proper regulation. 

. A, Commission was delivered to, Cplpxiei jBenjamin Rug- 
gles Woodbridge, as Colonel of a Regiment in the Colony 
Army. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to the Offi- 
cers Tjf Colonel Woodbridge- 's Regiment, agreeable to a list 
by him exhibited to the Committee of Safety. 

The Order of the Day was moved for. 

Ordered, That Colonel Lincoln, "Mr. Pitts, and Mr. 
Lothrop, be a Committee to receive, sort, and count the 
votes for another Major-General. 
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Which Committee reported, that, they had attended that 
service, and that Joseph Fry, Esq., was chosen. 

Ordered, That Mr. Phillips be appointed forthwith to 
wait on Colonel Fry to inform him of such' choice, and to 
know if he will accept that trust. 

The Committee appointed to consider the request of the 
Indians now in Watertown, reported. The Report was 
accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

We, the Delegates of the People of this Province, as- 
sembled in Congress, being appointed to transact the pub- 
lick business, have no doubt that any engagement we shall 
make for and in behalf of our constituents will, on their 
part, be faithfully ratified and adhered to. We. do not 
doubt of the integrity and honest intentions of our brethren 
of the Penobscot Tribe, and hope, on their parts, that they 
entertain no jealousy of the uprightness and fidelity of their 
brethren, . - . - . , . . " . . 

The inhabitants of this Colony disdain to make use of 
unjustifiable force or artifice to rob their unsuspecting breth- 
ren of their rights, and are heartily disposed .to prevent any 
injuries and encroachments upon their neighbours, and to 
restrain and chastise such invaders as have evidenced, any 
such unjustifiable dispositions. And we hereby strictly 
fprbid any person or persons whatsoever from trespassing 
or making waste upon any of the lands and territories or 
possessions. beginning at the head of the tide on Penobscot 
River, extending si^ miles on each side of said river, now 
cljtime_d_ by our brethren the Indians of the Penofaept 
Tribe, as they would avoid the highest displeasure of this 
Congress. 

We "thank our brethren of. .the Penobscot Tribe for their 
generoU5.:offers of friendship and assistance, in pur present 
war with our brethren in Great Britain, who are endea- 
vouring, by murder jnd violence, to rob' us of our lands 
and property, and hereby engage io defend their just claims 
against every invader. . - . 

As soon .as we can take breath from our present fight, 
we will take care that our brethren, the Penobscot Tribe, 
shall be.Iurnished.wjth a proper Commissary, who shall be 
_ directed JP furnish tj)jm wjth provisions, ammunition, and 
goods7at ateispnabferate; and proper and effectual mea- 
sures^sliallthen be taken, to prevent any dishonest persons 
from carrying on a fraudulent traffick with them. 

We accept of Captain Lane as an agent appointed by 
our brethren of the Penobscot Tribe, who is hereby autho- 
rized and empowered to take cognizance and make report 
to this Congress, orjany future Assembly of this Colony, 
of any molestation or depredations which the Indians of the 
Penobscot Tribe .may hereafter sustain from any person 
whatsoever, so that seasonable, and effectual measures may 
be taken to afford thpse our brethren such repress as their 
circumstances may require. To the Fountain of all Justice 
we dare appeal, that our intentions are equitable towards 
all our neighbours, and on that Almighty Being we rely, 
that while we are struggling against rapine and tyranny, we 
shall be supported in. the conflict, and our just endeavours 
be finally crowned with success. 



The Committee likewise reported, verbally, that it is 
.their opinion, the said Indians should have, each of them, 
two yards of blue Broadcloth and one piece of Ribbon, and 
"have their expenses paid out and home; which Report 
was accepted, and the Committee of Supplies directed to 
furnish W)<^&digins with the said Ribbon and Cloth. 

A copy of* I^|er from the President of the. New r York 
Congress to Major r Geheral Worcester, at Greenwich, for- 
warded to. Head-Quarters at Cambridge, was read, and 
. committed to the Committee just now appointed. _to con- 
sider some methodsjbr regulating the Army immediately. 

Ordered, That Commissions for the several Officers of 
the Train of Artillery, hereafter mentioned, be prepared and 
delivered, viz.: To Col. Richard Gridley, Colonel ; Mr. 
William Burbeck, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. David Mason, 
First Major ; Mr. Scarborough Gridley, Second. Major. 

Resolved, That Commissions be delivered to the. several 
Officers of the Train of Artillery, agreeable to the list ex- 
hibited by the Committee of Safety, except to Mr. John 
Wiley's Company; and that the said Committee be .riesired 
to recommend some persons for that Company anew. 
Ordered, That Mr. Lothrop, Mr. Pickering, and Col. 



Sawyer, be a Committee to prepare" Commissions for the 
several Officers of the Train, agreeable to the foregoing 
Resolve of Congress. 

Ordered, That "Major Whitt'emore wait "upon Colonel 
Gridley, to desire him to attend this Congress to-morrow, 
to receive his commission. 

Ordered, That Deacon Nichols, Mr. Bent, and Dea- 
con Fisher, be a Committee to consider the Petition of 
Captain Bryant Morton. 

Ordered, That Colonel Gridley' 's list of Staff. Officers 
be committed to the Committee just now appointed io pre- 
pare commissions for the Officers of the Train. 

Adjourned to Thursday morning, nine o'clock. , . . . 

Thursday, June 22, 1775. 

Ordered, That the Secretary, Colonel Ousting, and Mr. 
Wheeler, be a Committee, to make a list of such Officers of 
the Army as have been commissioned, and also to inquire 
who have not yet received their commissions.. . ... . 

Ordered, _Th at an Ensign's Commission be delivered to 
Mr. Stephen Frost, of Captain Lock's Company in Colo- 
nel Gardner's Regiment. 

Ordered, That the Selectmen of the Tpffn of Ashby 
be directed to deliver the. Selectmen oL.the Tpwn^of 
To wnshend one half barrel of Powder, provide'3 jTieyliare 
two half barrels ; the Selectmen of Townshend giving a Te- 

ceipt for the same. ^ 

Ordered, That the Petition o) ■ _£o\qr$~T^'JhujUy 
Sergeant, be committed to. Colonel Parks, Major Fuller 
of Middleton, and Mr. Nye. 

Ordered, That the Petition . from Penobscot be.recom- 

cnitted.. "..... 

' Ordered, That Dr. Francis Kitjredge be desired to 
attend the Hospital 8 s a Surgeon till the further order of 
Congress,' and that Mr. Kendall be_ desired .to '."jnforrn Dr. 
Kitlredge of his appointment. . . . ._;... /t; 

Ordered, That the Colonels. oT the several I JBegiments 
in the Massachusetts Army be directed to recommend, im- 
mediately, suitable persons for Surgeons rand Surgeons' 
Mates. . . '■..': ITT™™ ;:"^TT 

Ordered, That a recommendation from the, Cpmmitree 
of Safety, respecting Aids-de-Camp, be committed to Col. 
Glover, Major Goodwin, and Dr.. Whiting" 

Ordered, That Major Whittemore, Mr. Davk, and 
Deacon Gould, be a Committee to distribute the handbills 
respecting the due.obseTvance of the Lord's D_ay. 

Ordered, That Mr. Pickering be appointed, in the. room 
of Col, Coffin, to consider the Petition o£ Ml^Eirkwood, 

Keeper of the Light-House on Thaiche r'jJ^and . _ ^ 

Ordered, That Mr.'Mns^ah, Col. Farley, and_Capt. 
Batchelder, be a Committee to take into consideration a 

Petition from George Vincent, of Salem±_ ,___ _ _ 

Ordered, That T>r.Jf / hiting be appomte.a.jQ.. draught a 
Resolve, that application be made to the Committee of 
Safety by every person that is to be appointed a Military 
Officer, ' . ... 

Ordered, That the Proclamation for a Fast be recom- 
mitted for amendment, and that Mr. Webster and. Deacon 
Fisher he added to the Committee., 

Ordered, That a Hospital be provided for the Camp at 
Roxbury, and that' Colonel Davis, Dr., Taylor, and Dr. 
Whiting, be a Committee to provide one accordingly, and 
to supply the same. .""..-.' - - J, -J'^-i^r :_ :"._ 

Ordered, That Major Fuller, ofNeuJtpn, The appointed 
to take care of the Plates, until further older of this Con- 
gress, or some future House jjf Representatives of this 
.Colony. " -r -" "^ '-'"■" 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, "Mr. Webster, and Col. 
Gerrish, be a Committee to take into consideration Col. 
Phinney's Regiment. . 

Ordered, That Mr. Goodmanbe appointed, in the room 
of Colonel Grout, on the Petition Sf Mr^Parry. ;._ '"... 

-'■ " 17=7:7:: 'Aft e mobn. 

Ordered, That Mr. Paul Repere's KcccmntYe aoTrimit- 
ted to Colonel Farley, Mr. Ball, and Mv.Battey. 
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Ordered, That Captain Batchelder, Major Goodwin, 
and Mr. Hobart, be a Committee to consider the propriety 
of commissioning the Officers of Colonel Gerrish's Regi- 
ment. 

Ordered, That Mr. Piclcering be appointed to fill up 
commissions for Samuel Patch as Captain, and Zach. 
Walker and Joshua Brown as Lieutenants, in Colonel 
William Prescott's Regiment. 

Ordered, That a Letter "be sent to General Ward, in 
answer to h'i£ Letter, and that Colonel Lincoln be appoint- 
ed for that service. 

Voted, That a particular number of men shall be set- 
tled, to entitle Colonel Phimcy to the command of a Regi- 
ment. 

Voted, That Colonel Phinncy be directed to bring up to 
camp four hundred men with effective fire-arms, and that a 
.time be limited to .bring up one hundred more, at least, 
with effective fire-arms; he in that case to be entitled to 
a Colonel's commission, and not otherwise. 
, Ordered, That Mr. Pickering be appointed to make 
out commissions to .the Officers in Colonel Garfish's Regi- 
ment. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Safety be directed, as 
soon as possible, to prepare and transmit to this Congress 
perfect lists of the names of such gentlemen as they judge 
fit and worthy to be commissioned in.the several Regiments 
granted by this Coffgress, and for which the saicT Commit- 
tee have not already transmitted lists, that so our Army may 
be organize!! as soon as possible. . - 

On the Petition of the Selectmen of the Town of 
. Toy<nshcnd, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the. Selectmen of 
the Town of Ashby to deliver to the Selectmen of Town- 
shend one half barrel of Gunpowder for the use of the inha- 
bitants of smK Towns h end, which shall be replaced in the 
Town T>f Ashby by this Congress, or a House of Repre- 
sentatives," so Soon as the state of our magazines will admit, 
or .otherwise said Town of Ashby shall be fully paid for 
said Powder out of the publick Treasury, provided the said 
Town of A-h by bav.e two half barrels, as has been repre- 
sented to this Congress. . " 

The Committee appointed to consider by what means 
the Army before Boston may be effectually and most ex- 
peditiously strengthened, beg leave to report, in part, that 
they jqtige it absolutely necessary that the eight companies 
stationed i.n_ the County of Plymouth, belonging partly to 
General Thomas's Regiment, and partly to Col. Cotton's 
Regiirgnt, be immediately ordered tp join the Army as 
soon asjrossible, and that directions be immediately given 
to GenjeraJ, Ward for that purpose. 

""". Joseph Hawley, per order. 

Resolved, That each Colonel in the Massachusetts Army 
be, and Jiej^eby is directed immediately to inform the 
Commj ttee_a ppointed by this Congress to examine, the 
Surgeons for _said Army, whom they recommend for the 
Surgeons and .Surgeons' Mates of their respective Regi- 
• ments, and send them to said Committee for examination, 
withoutTIglay, except such as have been examined. 

Resolved, That George Vincent be, and he hereby is 
permitted to export from Salem. to the West-Indies about 
forty-one barrels of Alewives ; and said Vincent is also per- 
mitted to talte on board his vessel Provisions, sufficient for 
his voyage to the said West-Indies, and no more ; and the 
Cqmmmee; pf Safety of the Town of Salem are hereby 
directed to .see this. Resolve strictly complied with. 

On the Petition. of a number of the Inhabitants settled 
onjPenoZwco(River, the inhabitants of Belfast, M.ajnbigwa- 
duce, and Benjamin River, representing the. difficulties gnd, 
distre ss saiaTn habitants are under In respect to the scarcity 
of CornLaiid .Ammunition, and praying for some relief, 

Resolved, That jt be recommended by this Congress to 
the Committ ee of Safety of the Town, of Gloucester or 
Newtfuryport, or to the Committees of Safety or Corres- 
pondence 7 oFany other Towns within this Colony to supply 
Captain Jonath an Buck, one of the petitioners, for the use 
of said inhabitants, for their present relief, with two hun-r 
dred bushels, of Indian Corn, or to that amount in Corn 
and Rye, and take in return for the same cord Wood, or 



such other payment as the said Buck may be able to make, 
on his security therefor ; and in case the said Buck shall 
not make satisfaction for the same in a reasonable time, it 
shall be allowed and paid out of the publick Treasury of 
this Colony, and the said Buck shall refund the same as 
soon as may be; and that Colonel Goldtltwait deliver up 
all the publick Arms and Ammunition, in .his possession to 
the petitioners, or a Committee appointed by them for that 
purpose; and as. to i.the. Powder, they shall be reasonably 
supplied therewith as soon as the state. _o_f our Magazine 
will admit thereof. __ ... 

. Friday, Jane 2TT, 1775. 

Ordered, That Colonel pushing, Mr. Lothrop. Mr. 
Pickering, Mr. Wheeler, and Mr. Langdon, be a Com- 
mittee to fill up Commissions, and that no one of said gen- 
tlemen quit the House without leave. 

Ordered, That the Officers in Coloner Glover's Regi- 
ment be commissioned, except Captain Lee and his Sub- 
altern?. . ".. 

Ordered, That the pay of the Ensigns be augmented 
to three Pounds ten Shillings, and those that are returned 
as Ensigns, be commissioned as Secondljeujenants. 

Ordered, That the Petition of Bridget Phillips be dis- 
missed ; that directions be given to General. Ward not to 
permit Bridget Phillips, wife to an officer in Boston, to 
gointo Boston, nor any other person whatever ; and that 
Major Goodwin be directed. to bring Til a Resolve for that 
purpose. _ """."~ :: :- 

Ordered, That a commission be given to CoT. GndJey . 
as Chief Engineer and Colonel, with the rank of Major- 
General, and that the Lieutenant-Colonel of the Train have . 
the rank of Colonel ; and that the Majors have the rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonels ; and the Captains the rank of Majors ; 
Captain-Lieutemints and . First. Lieute nant s the rank, of 
Captains; and that the rank of the _p_ther_ officers_be .sus- 
pended for the present. 

Ordered, That the Report respecting Colonel Phinney's 
Regiment be recommitted, in order To I)ring~in a Resolve, 
directing Colonel Phinney to bring to the camplbur hundred 
men with effective. fire-arms, and in that case to be commis- 
sioned as First Colonel, with a Major under him; and in 
case he brings up five hundred men, all the Officers to be 
appointed ; and in case he brings irp hut three hundred 
men, to receive a commission, as Lieutenanl-ColpneL also, 
that his men be brought up to camp at the expense of the 
Government. . ... . ..,." ^_;L,.._ .._ ..."..._ 1 

Ordered, That the Committe_e\ appointed to disperse 
the handbills respecting the due observance of the Lord's 
Day, be directed to make a computation of what number 
are wanted, and order them to be printed, and that one be 
struck off for each Parish. .... -.-..-._ ^ .-. ..-._.,- 

Ordered, That General Fry be commissioned as a 
Major-General, and that the President .be directed to ad- 
minister the oath to him. . ,..:. _ , .. . _ . . 

Ordered, That the oath for General. Officers be altered, 
and that the words "or House of Representatives or Legis- 
lative body of said Colony," be added. 

■ Ordered, That Mr. Lane's Account for bringing up the 
Indians be committed to Mr. Langdon, Captain Goodman, 
Captain Holmes, Captain Parker, and Captain Carpenter, 
to take the same. into consideration, arid report thereon. 

The Committee, appointed to provide a"Hospital for the 
Camp at Roxbury, reported as follows . :_. 

That they have appointed the house belonging to Joshua 
Loring, in said Roxbury, far a Hospital, and for the use of 
said camp. The Report was accepted. 

Ordered, That the Account of Captain Kirkwood be 
recpmniitted..to the Committee appointed to take that mat- 
ter into consideration, and that Major Whittemore and Mr. 
Glover be added to the Committee.. _. ._. _ : 

Ordered, That the consideration of the appointment of 
Quartermaster-Generals apd Adjutant-Generals be defer- 
red to four o'clock, P. M., and that Mr. Hobart be ap- 
pointed to wait on General Ward to nominate an Adjutant- 
General. 

Ordered, That to-morrow, eleven o'clock, A. M., be 
assigned to come to the choice of four Brigadier-Generals, 
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Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to draw up 
the form of Warrants for Staff Officers, and that the Com- 
mittees appointed to deliver out Commissions be appointed 
for that purpose. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration 
Colonel Phinney's Regiment, reported. The Report was 
accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Resolved, That Colonel Edmund Phinney, heretofore 
.authorized, by the Committee of Safety to raise a Regi- 
ment for the service of this Colony, but has not yet effect- 
ed it, he directed to proceed with the greatest diligence 
and despatch in that business; and in case he shall, on or 
before the fifteenth of July next, join the Army of this 
Colony now before Boston with four hundred effective 
men, each armed with a good effective firelock, the said 
Phinney shall be entitfed to be commissronated as a Colonel, 
on the pay established by this Congress for a chief Colonel ; 
and that there shall be also allowed to .the said body one 
Major, and no other" Kiel d-Officers. And in case the said 
Phinney shall procuTe an addition of one hundred effective 
men, or upwards, and each armed with an effective fire- 
lock, by the last day of July next, that in such case the 
said ouejiundred men shall "be joined to the aforesaid four 
hundred men, and both the said numbers shall constitute 
one Regiment, and then the choice of Field-Officers shall 
be. completed, and a proper number of subordinate officers 
. commissionated. But in case the said Phinney shall fail of 
procuring four hundreH effective men, armed as aforesaid, 
buLshall procure to be enlisted and brought to the said Army 
by the said fifteenth day of July next a number of effective 
men, all armed as aforesaid, less than four hundred and not 
less than three hundred, he shall be entitled to be com- 
missionated as Lieutenant-Colonel, and that allowance shall- 
hereafter be made of all reasonable expenses in marching 
said men to the. said Army. And jhat the said. Phinney be 
specially instructed not to march any man to the said camp 
who is" not FuMishedlvith a good effective firelock, and that 
no man vyithout a firelock shall be accounted or reckoned as 
going to constitute the numbers above mentioned, which 
shall entitle him to either of the aforesaid com missionsr pro- 
posed for him. 

" Ordered, "that the Secretary be directed to make out a 
copy of the Resolve respecting Colonel Phinney's Regi- 
ment. """_"'" ""'.".' Z 

Aftornoon. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the. 
price of Blankets to be given to the Soldiers reported as 
follows, which was accepted, viz: 

Resolved, That the sum i)f twelve Shillings, lawful mo- 
ney, be the stated price for each Blanket allowed to the 
Soldiers in i the Massachusetts Army; and such Soldiers as 
have ur shall be. supplied with Blankets of less value, as 
may appear by the appraisement of the Selectmen, shall 
have the overplus made up to them by those who supplied 
said Soldiers, ""and the abovesaid twelve Shillings shall be 
allowedout of the publick Treasury for each Blanket. 

Ordered, That nine o'clock to-morrow morning be as- 
signed to take into consideration an establishment for the 
Brigadier-Generals, and Qaarterm.aster-Generals, and Ad- 
jutant-Generals. 

Ordered, That the time assigned for the choice of 
Quartermaster-Generals and Adjutant-Generals be referred 
till to-morrow morning, at Ten o'clock, A. M. 

Ordered, That a Letter from Mr. Hooper, of Neivbury- 
port, be referred, to the Committee of Supplies, they to 
make report. 

_Ordered, That Mr, jDaniel Noyes, of Ipswich, be ap- 
pointed a Postmaster, in the Tootn of Mr. James Foster, 
who has resigned that office. 

Ordered, That Major Fuller, of Middhton, be directed 
to wait. on General Whitcomb, and desire him to attend this 
Congress and receive Ijis. commission. 

Ordered, That" Dr. Taylor, Major Fuller of Middle- 
ton, and Colonel Thompson, be a Committee to take into 
consideration the Regiment that was moved from Marble- 
head to Cambridge, immediately, and that the Committee . 
be directed to go to Cambridge and inquire into it, and 
make report. 



Ordered, That the Committee appointed to fill up com- 
missions, be directed to fill up a commission for General 
Whitcomb. 

Ordered, That Mr. Nye, be appointed to number the 
Notes signed by Deacon Plympton. 

Ordered, That Captain Sprague, Captain White, and 
Dr. Whiting, be a Committee to take into consideration a 
Petition from the Town of Maiden. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hopkins, Captain Bragdon, and 
Mr. Philips, be a Committeeto take into consideration the 
circumstances of the Rev. Dr. Langdon, President of the 
College, and make report thereon. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to consider 
of proper expedients to augment the Army, and in par- 
ticular to write to the other New-England Governments 
on the subject, and that they be directed to attend the ser- 
vice immediately. ' "• -..:".■'•-. *-=:=;.:, r 

Ordered, That Mr. Nye be excused from attending the 
service in numbering the Notes signed by Deacon Plymp- 
ton, and that Mr. Holmes be appointed in his room, and be 
" directed to attend that service immediately. 

The Committee who were appointed on the 20th instant 
to inquire into the misconduct in the late engagement, re- 
ported as follows, viz; 

The Committee appointed to inquire into the grounds 
of a report which has prevailed In the Army, that there 
has been treachery in some of the Ofllcerspbeg leave to 
report facts: Your Committee proceeded. to Cambridge, 
waited upon the General, and made him acquainted with 
their business. He informed your Committee thafGerieTal - 
Putnam had made complaint of an officer in "the Train, but 
by a mistake in the name, Hie wrong officer was confined. 
We applied to General Putnam, and other officers, who 
were in the heat of }he engagement, for further intelligence. 
Genera! Putnam informed us, that in the iafe action, as he 
was riding up Bunker's Hill, he. met an;_pffice_r_of the 
Train drawing his cannon down jn great haste; he order- 
ed the officer to stop and go hack ; lie repliedj'he had, no 
cartridges; the General dismounted an j~" examine cr liis 
boxes, and found a considerable number of cartridges, upon 
which he ordered him back ; he refused, until th e Ge neral 
threatened him with immediate death, upon which he re- 
turned up the hill again, but soon deserte<Ojs post and 
left the cannon. Another officer, who had Hie direction 
of another_cannon, conducted, much in the_same_rnanner. 
The relation of this matter from General Putnam' was con- 
firmed by several other officers of distinction, as to what 
is most material relative thereto, These jbjScers' names 
are, Captain Gridley and Captain Jolin Kaltander. Gen- 
eral Putnam declared to your Committee, as Tils opinion, 
thai, the defeat of that day was owing to the iU-behayiour 
of those that conducted the artillery, and that one oT these 
officers ought to be punished .with death, and that unless 
some exemplary punishment was inflicted; he would as- 
suredly leave the Army. That upon the defeat of the 
officers of the Train, the re-enforcements grderjd^up the 
hill could not be prevailed upon to go ; the plea was, the 
Artillery was gone, and they stood no chance for.their lives 
in such circumstances, declaring they hap^np 7 officers to 
lead them. An officer of rank affirmed to yourTTornmit- 
tee that he absolutely knew'that some of the cartridges and ■ 
balls were too large for the cannon, and thatjt.jwas neces- 
sary to break the cartridges hefore thuy could be of use. 

Ordered, That the Report lie on the table till they are 
ready to report in full. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Safety be directed to 
make out a new list for Officers of the Train of Aitillory, 
and that no person unworthy of the office be appointed. 

..The Committee appointed to take into consideration 
Captain Lane's Account for bringing'up the Indians from 
Penobscot, reported as follows, viz : 

The Committee for examining the Account oHMr. JoKn 
Lane, have attended |hat seryrce, found the said Lane's 
Account Wgjl supported^, excepting a few inaccuracies in 
casting. They therefore beg leave to report, by w ay of 
Resolve, viz: 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury of this Colony to Mr. John Lam, the "urn of forty- 
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seven Pounds, eighteen Shillings, eleven and a half Pence, 
for his expenses in bringing up to the Congress four of the 
Chiefs of the Penobscot Tribe of Indians, with an Inter- 
preter; and the Receiver-General of this Colony is hereby 
directed to, pay the said John Lane, or order, the aforesaid 
sum of forty-seven Pounds, eighteen Shillings, eleven and 
a haJfPence ; and likewise that the sum of nineteen Pounds, 
ten Shillings, and eight Pence, lawful money, be paid by 
the ReceiverrGeneral to Captain Lane, to defray his ex- 
pensesin "carrying the Indians back to Penobscot, and that 
Mr. Langdon be appointed to draught a Resolve for that 
purpose. :__ 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration a 
Letter from Mr. Stephen Hooper, of Newburyport, report- 
ed as follows,^ v-iz : 
~ *" Resolved, That those of the Committee of Donations 
_;of tTieTTpwn of Boston, Who have left said Town, viz: 
^Messrs. Benjamin Austin, Nathaniel Barber, and .... 
Proctor, be advised to sell .the fifty barrels of Flour sent 
■ from. Baltimore for the use of the Poor of Boston, how in 
iheTiands of the Committee of Correspondence of Ports- 
mouth, to the same Committee, for the use of the New- 
Hampshire Troops. 

- The Committee appointed to consider by what means 
the Army before Boston may be; effectually and most ex- 
peditiously strengthened, reported as follows, which, was 
accepted, viz : 

That they judge it absolutely necessary that the eight 
companies-stationed in the County of Plymouth, belonging 
partly to Genera] Thomas's Regiment and partly to Col. 
Cotton's Regiment, be immediately ordered to join the 
~ Army as soon as possible, and that directions be irnmedi- 
atejy given to General WarcTTot that purpose. 

-■The .Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
request "from the Town of Maiden, reported as follows, 
which was; accepted, vl?; : 

The 'Committee beg leave to report, that the inhabitants 
of the Town .of Maiden be directed to make the, best use 
of theTr"SrtlrXery they can for their defence, In case they 
shan'bTe^uTackgd by the enemy, and that they make their 
.a^pficationlor assistabce to the General of the Army, who 
douFtle^vvIfl ^ furnish thein with such detachments from 
the Arnjj as tliey <-hall judge necessary and expedient. 

The Committee appointed, to draught a Resolve for the 

- RocoUei-Gencial to pay to Captain Lane nineteen Pounds, 

ten ^itiHigsTand eight Pence, for defraying the expense 

of carrying" the \ hidians back to Penobscot, reported as 

follows, * viz". -. " ' : 

'Resolved', Thai theie be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sur^6l^this"Uo{ony to Mr. John Lane, or order, the sum 
of nineteen i Pounds, ten Shillings, and eight Pence, to pay 
thb^expenses of himself, four Indian Chiefs, and an Inter- 
. "pi'eTef, from Wai.rtown to Penobscot, and the Receiver- 
GeneraTTs hereby dirccteel to pay the same accordingly. 

Voted, 'That, the former vote respecting the removal of 
the Library, Apparatus, and other valuable effects of 
'Harvar d Colle ge .bo Teconsideied, and that the following 
•Resolve bejiccepted, viz: .-.■■'--.'. . .? 

■ : Wh, ere|s 71t is expedient that those apartments iti Har-_ 
va fcl 'Hall, und er the immediate charge of the Professor of 
Philosophy ,~an3 Libianan of Harvard College, be evacu- 
." ated, _ _ _■ ' 

• tfte'sojved, That the Libiar} , Apparatus, and other valu- 
ables ofHarvard College,^ be removed as soon as may be; 
that M r. Sam uel PA#5jtw,~Mr. Daniel Hopkins, and Dim- 
mer Jewett, Esquire, be a Committee tg. consult with the 
Reverend. the President, the Hon. Mr. Winthrop, and the 
Li'b"? ari ah ,~ oFs u c h of jhein.asjnay be conveniently obtain- 
ed, and with them to engage some suitable person or persons 
in the Town of Andover, and such other places as they may 
think best, to recfeivF'krid take the charge of the above 
mentioned effects ; that said Committee join with those 
gentlemen in employing proper persons for packing said 
Library, Apparatus,;and such other articles as they shall 
judge expedient, andtake all due care .that it be. done with 
.the greatest safety and despatch ; and as the packages shall 
be completed, that they take due care for their transporta- 
tion; the charges tqL be laid before this .or some future 
Congressypr House of Assembly of this Province. 

■Ordered, "That Mr. 'Hale, Captain Parker, and Capt. 



Bragdon, be a Committee to take Capt. Lan(?s Account 
of his time into consideration, and report thereon. 

Resolved, That Winthrop Sergeant, of Gloucester, 
merchant, be allowed to ship off for the West-Indies a 
quantity of old Jamaica_ Fish, not exceeding forty hogs- 
heads, it appearing to this Congress that the said Fjsh, if 
stopped, will be of little or_no. service iQ,.this_CoJony, and 
the Committee of Safety for Gloucester are directed to 
cause this Resolve to be so carried into execution as that 
no other Provisions except for the vessel's use, be shipped 
off in the same. 

Voted, That the Receiver-General be directed to pay 
to the Rev. Dr. Langdon, President of the College, one 
hundred Pounds, lawful money, in bills of credit of this 
Colony. " / ' ""' " .-- ~ 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to consider 
by what means the Army before Boston may be effectually 
and most expeditiously strengthened, be dlrecteU to write 
a Letter to General Ward; who reported a Letter to Gen- 
eral Ward, directing him to call in the .eight companies 
stationed in the County of Plymouth. 

" In PrpviijciaJ Congress, Watertown, June 23, 1775. 

"Sir: As it appears to this Congress highly probable 
that the Army of our enemies will speedily make the ut- 
most efforts to force your lines, and penetrate into the 
country, they have judged it absolutely necessary, for the 
strengthening the Army before Boston, that the eight com- 
panies now posted in the County of Plymouth, belonging 
partly to General Thomas's Regiment and partly to Col. 
Cotton's Regiment, should immediately join the said Army. 
You are therefore.directed, without delay, to give the or- 
ders necessary for'macching the sakTelght companies to the 
said Army as soon as - may be. 

"General Ward."' '.' ' '. "7\ "7 ..' ' "1- "~. 3— ~~.T' 

The Committee appointed to take Into consideration the 
Petition of Robert Haskell, beg leave to report, by way of 
Resolve: i~ ~....~rzz-zr"7: y.:~ 

Resolved, That the Petitioner, Robert Haskell, be per- 
mitted to proceed from Beverly to Nova-Scotia in a fishing 
vessel about seventeen years old, that he hath procuredfor 
that purpose ; also, to carry three or four persons with him, 
and the_follpwing Provisions, viz: one Barrel of Pork, two 
hundred pounds of Bread, sixteen gallons of Rum, and six- 
teen gallons of Molasses, half bushej_ oXJBeans or Peas, 
and. two bushels of Salt, but no more Provisions of any 
kind whatever; and that "such proceeding will not be con- 
trary to the Resolve, passed by the Grand American 
Congress the 17th of May last, or any other Resolve that 
honourable Congress have yet published. . 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be directed/to 
make out a new list for Officers of the Train _oX.ArtiLlery, 
that no person unworthy of office be appointed. 

- Saturday, June 24, 1775. 

Ordered, That Dr. Taylor, Col. Sawyer, and Captain 
Batchelder,be a Committee to consider some method for 
regulating Trade with the Indians., ;; 

Major Fuller, Dr. Bailey, and Captain Goodman, ap- 
pointed a Committee to consider the expediency of part of 
Colonel Phinney's Regiment being slationedin the Counties 
of Cumberland and i Lincoln. , _'..,,,_._._ „ v ...... 

Ordered, That Mr. Langdon, Colonel Sawyer, and 
Captain Goodman, be a Committee to consIde.L whaf is 
further necessary to be done respecting the Bills of Credit 
of this Colony. ■-■■ ;"". ~ -".-'-." : '-y'—z^^!— 77 ' 

■ Voted, That there shall be two .Surgeons and two Mates 

appointed for eacb.HospitaJ, and commissioned accordingly. 

Ordered, that the Committee appointed to examinejhe 

Surgeons be desired to report an eslablishmen.t for Surgeons 

of Hospitals. -. . .. _ ^ . .:. 

The Committee appointed to consider an establishment 
for, j he Surgeons of Hospitals, reported.^ The Report was 
accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

That it is their ppinion_t_hat the. establishment of the 
chief Surgeons should be at the rate of eight Pounds per 
month each, and each Mate four Pounds, ten Shillings, per 
month. 
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Ordered, That Colonel Freeman, Colonel Farley, and 
Captain Stone, be a Committee to get the Resolve for a 
Fast printed, and one sent to each religious Society in this 
Colony. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
wages of Captain John Lane and Mr. Gilman, for their 
attendance in bringing up four Indians from Penobscot, 
reported. 

Mr. Freeman and Captain Bragdon were added to the 
Committee appointed to consider the expediency of sta- 
tioning part of Colonel Phinney's Regiment in the County 
of Cumberland. 

Ordered, That Captain Lane be admitted on the floor 
of the House, in order to answer such questions as the 
Congress shall propose to him. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Supplies be directed 
to supply the four Indians, brought up by Captain Lane, 
with a pair of shoes each. ...... 

Ordered, That Mr. Migkill, Mr. Hobart, Captain Web- 
ster, and Mr. Lothrop, be added to the Committee to con- 
sider the Petition of 'Edward Parry. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
circumstances of the Reverend Doctor Langdon, President 
.of the College, reported as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Treasury of this Colony, the sum of one hundred 
Pounds, lawful money, in bills of credit of this Colony, to 
the Rev. Doctor Langdon, President of Harvard College, 
in part for his services in that station since his appointment 
thereto ; and the Treasurer and Receiver-General is hereby 
directed to pay the said sum in tills of credit accordingly. 

Ordered, That the Report of the Committee to consider 
Captain Lane's services, be recommitted. 

Ordered, That Colonel Gerrish, Mr. Wheeler, and Col- 
onel Farley, be a Committee to consider and report what 
is to be done with the overplus Bills. 

Ordered, That Deacon Fisher be appointed in the room 
of Captain Bragdon, to consider the services of Captain 
Lane, in bringing up four Indian Chiefs. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration 
the Petition of James Kirkwood, Keeper of the Lights on 
TliatcheFs Island, reported. The Report was accepted, 
and is as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Treasury to Capt. James Kirkwood, sixty Pounds, 
for one year's salary as Keeper of the Light-Houses on 
Thatcher's Island; and also eighteen Pounds, thirteen Shil- 
lings more, being for his disbursements in repairing buildings 
and other_work done there, box of Medicines, and several 
other necessaries, as per his account herewith exhibited. 
And the Receiver-General is accordingly hereby directed to 
pay the said Captain Kirkwood the aforesaid sums', amount- 
ing to seventy-eight Pounds, thirteen Shillings, the same 
to he paid in bills of credit of this Colony. 

Ordered, That three o'clock, P. M., be assigned to come 
to the choice of a gentleman to preach the. Election Sermon. 

The Committee appointed to draft a. Resolve respecting 
Bridget Phillips, wife of an officer in Gen. Gage's Army, 
reported. The Report was read and accepted, and is as 
follows, viz : 

Resolved, That General Ward do not suffer or permit 
Bridget Phillips, wife to an officer under General Gage, 
to go into Boston, (nor any other person whatsoever,) with- 
out lea ve firs t obtained of this Congress, or some future 
House of Representatives ; and that an express be forthwith 
sent to the Committee of Safety for the Town of Newbury- 
yort, to order them to t ake the.most effectual measures to 
prevent the said Bridget from going out of this Province 
or to Boston. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration and 
report the form of a Commission for Brigadier-Generals, 
Quarterma ster-G e nerals , and Adjutant-Generals, Adjutants, 
Quartermasters, and Surgeons, reported a form, Which was 
accepted. 

Ordered, That the form of a. Commission lie on the 
table, 

Tiie Committee appointed to hire a house of John Hunt, 
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Esq., for a Hospital, reported the following proposal, which 
was accepted, viz : 

"Gentlemen: With respect to the hire of the house 
belonging to John Hunt, Esq., for a Hospital, the proprie- 
tor only expects such a consideration from the Colony as 
will be a satisfaction for the' necessary damage to the hoiise, 
expecting proper care will be taken that the out-houses, 
inc., be kept in good order. ._. W.Hunt, 

" In behalf of the Proprietor." 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to procure 
Spears for the Army, be directed to use their discretion in 
procuring Poles for the handles of the Spears. 

Afternoon. 
The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to the 
Lieutenant-Governour and Company of Rhode JsTand, re- 
ported. The Report was accepted, and similarEetters, so 
far as circumstances will admit, ordered to T>e sent to Con- 
necticut and New-Hampshire. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Colonel Gerrish, and the 
President, be a Committee to take into consi derat ion and 
report thereon a Letter from General Ward, informing "of 
the desertion of Lieutenant Cox, of Salem, and a number 
of men. _ _ „..',,. ~ 

Ordered, That Major Hawley and the PresjrJint \>e ex- 
cused, and that Colonel Porter and Doctor Church, be 
appointed in their room. _. .""".'._.. I_.~"_ !__-.." 

TheCommittee appointed to consider the expediency of 
stationing part of Col. Phinney's Regiment in the Coun- 
ties of Cumberland and Lincoln, reported. The Report 
was accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Whereas, it appears to this Congress to_be necessary that 
some provision should be made for the defence and protec- 
tion of the Sea Coasts in the Counties of Cumberland ! and 
Lincoln; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Resolve which passed yesterday, 
relative to Colonel Phinney's Regiment, be so far recon- 
sidered as that the remainder of said Regiment (after Tour 
hundred thereof have marched to the carnpiit Cambridge) 
be immediately raised and stationed in such places in the 
said Counties, as shall be thought best by General Preble, 
Col. Enoch Freeman, and Major Wheaton, of ST George's, 
until they receive further orders from tbe_Congress, or a 
General Assembly of this Colony; arid that after they are 
at, first stationed, they shall be under the direction of Col- 
onel Enoch Freeman, who is hereby empowered to order 
and dispose of them, as in his opinion will most conduce to 
the general interest. ...;__ ;._.___" . ~" : ~~~~." ~ 

And the Committee of Supplies are hereby directed to 
supply said Troops with Provisions, agreeable to the allow- 
ance as established by this Congress. - 

Apd it is recommended to the Selectmen of The several 
Towns in the Counties aforesaid, to supply the said Troops 
with Ammunition, which shalrbe T replaced Is soon asthe 
Colony Magazine can be supplied, or paid for out of the 
publick Treasury. And that Colonel Free man be and 
hereby is appointed to muster the said men, and to see that 
they are all ,well prepared with Fire-Arms and other ac- 
coutrements.- ■ ; ; : :: : .-. 

Mr. Hubbard was appointed in the room of Colonel 
Farley, on Mr. Revere' s Account. ~ "".'.'.. 

Ordered, That the Proclamation for a Fast be suspended. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Letter from 
General Ward, reported. The Report was accepted, and 
is as follows, viz : "~ , 

Resolved, That it be recommended tp General W ard 
immediately to take effectual measures to apprehend Lieut. 
Cox, and such Privates as have been induced hy the said 
Lieut. Cox to desert their duty, and forthwith^ to bring 
said Cox, and such other deserters as may be apprehended, 
to their trial, that the said Lieutenant. Cox and hisjiccorn- 
plices may receive such condign punishment for their ag- 
gravated offences, as in the rules and orders of war is 
provided for; and it is further recommended to the Com- 
mittees of all denominations, and the Selectmen of any 
Town where said deserters may be, to afford all possible 
aid arid. assistance to the General in apprehending them. 

Ordered, That the President, Mr. Gerry, Major ttaw-. 
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ley, Deacon Cheever, 'Colonel Gerrish, Colonel Lincoln, 
and Colonel Porter, be a Committee to consider what steps 
are proper to be taken for . receiving General Washington 
with proper respect, and to provide a bouse for him accord- 
ingly- 

The Committee appointed, to consider what allowance is 
adequate to the services of Captain John Lane, &c, in 
bringing up four Indians from Penobscot, reported. The 
Report was accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

The Cpmmittee appointed to consider what allowance is 
adequate to the services of Captain John Lane and Mr. 
Gilman, for their attendance in bringing up to ibis Town 
four Indians, of the Penobscot Tribe, beg leave to report, 
that the said Mr. Lane proceed to raise a Company of 
fifty-six effective men, including sergeants, to join the 
Army at Cambridge, agreeable to the order of the Com- 
mittee of Safety; and upon his raising said men, that he 
be enjjtledjiot only to a Captain's commission, but to the 
pay established for Captains : to commence at the time he 
received his orders from the Committee of Safety. 

That Mr. Gilman be allowed, for forty days attendance 
as an interpreter to Mr. Lane, at three Shillings per day, 
six Pounds ; and that the said Mr. Gilman be presented 
with an honorary commission, with the rank of Lieutenant, 
and be desired to use his influence to cultivate a peaceable 
disposition in the Indians at St: Francois and other parts 
adjoining, and give intelligence of their temper and dispo- 
sitions from time to time, as he shall have opportunity, and 
as the importance of affairs may require; and besides all 
necessary charges and trouble for any important intelli- 
gence, he shall be suitably rewarded. 

The Committee for giving out Commissions were directed 
to ma.ke out an honorary commission for Mr.. Gilman, agree- 
able to the foregoing Report. 

Mr. Pickering appointed to draw a Resolve, directing 
the Treasurer to pay Mr. John Lane and Andrew Gilman, 
agreeable to said Report. 

C olone l Port er was appointed to procure a Scythe, and 
cany it to a Blacksmith to be fixed for a Spear, in such a 
manner as he thinks fit, and bring it before, this Congress 
when fixed. 

Mr. Pickering brought in a Resolve as directed, which 
was"accepTed7and is as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Treasury of this Colony, to Mr. Andrew Gilman, 
the sum of six Pounds, in bills of credit of this Colony, 
for forty days attendance as an interpreter id four Indians 
of the Penobscot Tribe, in their late attendance at an.em- 
bassy to this Congress ; and the Receiver-General is hereby 
directed.to pay the same sum of six Pounds to Mr, Gil- 
man, in bills of credit accordingly. 

Ordered, That any one of the Committee appointed to, 
pTOBuTe Spears, be empowered to order the. Blacksmith to 
work on the Sabbath, to complete the same, as soon as pos- 
sible,. 

Resolved, That it Be recommended to our good brothers, 
the* Indians of the Penobscot Tribe, immediately to apply 
to tjenefalP^reSIe and Colonel Freeman, of Falmouth, for 
a supply of Provisions and all other necessary goods, and 
would recommend said gentlemen as the most suitable per- 
sons to supply the Indians, who will undoubtedly do them 
justice. And it is hereby recommended to Genera] JPrei/e 
and Colonel Freeman, to supply said Indians with Provi- 
siprJS and all other necessary articles, upon the most equi- 
table "terms, and to receive their Furs and c'her Sk^s in. 
payment ; and the said General Preble and Colonel .Free- 
man are hereby desired to supply said Indians ..at the s Truck 
House at Penobscot. 

Ordered, That Captain Stone, Colonel Thompson, and 
Captain Bragdon, be a Committee t0 consider the = rec|uest 
of Colonel Freeman, to have the Minute Company of the 
Town of Sandwich stationed at Naushan Island. 

Monday morning, nine o'clock, was assigned, agreeable 
to a Resolve of the. Committee of Safety, to cfioose a 
proper person to superintend the Armourers in the camp, 
and to see that they do their duty. 

- A Letter from George StUlman to Colonel Otis was 
read, and committed to Mr. Goodwin, Mr. Langdon, and 
Doctor Whiting. 



Mr. Lothrop, Mr. Dickerson, and Mr. White, were ap- 
pointed a Committee to get the Proclamation of the Con- 
tinental Congress for a Fast reprinted and dispersed, one 
to each religious Assembly in the Colony. 

Mr. Lothrop, Deacon Fisher, and Mr. Parker, were 
appointed a Committee to count and sort the votes for some 
person to preach an Election Sermon on the nineteenth of 
July next. 

The Committee reported that Mr. Gordon was unani- 
mously chosen, and the President was appointed to. inform 
him of the choice. - . 

Adjourned to'eight o'clock to-morrow morning. 

■-■■:— Sabbath Day, June 25, 1775. 

Ordered, That Captain Brown, Major Fuller, Mr. Bige- 
low, Major Brooks, Colonel Smith, and Deacon Stone, be 
a Committee to procure four hundred Spades and Shovels 
for the use of the Army, immediately ; and the said Com- 
mittee is directed to make a list of such persons of whom 
they may procure said Spades and Shovels, with the number 
received of each person, and the value thereof; and when 
procured, that they immediately forward them to the Army 
at Cambridge. - •- 

The Committee appointed to prepare anTionorary Com- 
mission for Mr. Gilman, reported a form, which being 
amended, was accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

" The Congress of the Colony of the Massachusetts- 
Bat, to Andrew Gilman, Gentleman, greeting: 
" We, entertajrjing a good opinion of your prudence, cou- 
rage, and good conduct, do appoint, and you, the said An- 
drew Gilman,' are hereby appointed to the honorary title qf 
Lieutenant. And.you are to be considered of that rank, 
not only among the good people of this Province, but also 
among all our friends and brethren through the Continent ; 
and we confide in your readiness to promote the common 
cause ofjlmerica among our goad brothers, the Indians of 
the several Tribes, which you may have opportunity to be 
acquainted with, as well .as with .the inhabitants of the 
Province of Quebeck. By order of the Congress. 

. , ...... . .^President.'' 

"The Petition p.fJoAn Lane was jeadi, the prayer whereof 
was granted, and Cojpnel Lincoln appointed to draw ujra 
Resolv* thereon. _ :: 

Colonel Lincoln, drew up a ResoTve accordingly, which 
was accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

: Resolved, That Henry Gardner, Esq., Receiver-Gene- 
ral, be and he is hereby directed to pay unto Captain John 
Lane, or his order, the sum of twelve Pounds, lawfgl 
money, being two months', pay for a Captain in the Colony 
service ; he the said Lane to be accountable for that sum 
to this or some future Congress, or constitutional assembly 
of this Colony. •.-::.....- _- . .— - --— — -^--- --- : --■ -- 

"" Resolved, That Captain John Lane proceed to raise a 
Company of fifty-six effective men, including sergeants, to 
join the Army at Cambridge, agreeable to the order of the 
Committee of Safety; and upon his raising said men, that 
he be entitled a aot only to a Captain's commission, but 
to the pay established for^Captains, to commence at the 
time he received, his orders from the said Committee„of 
Safety. "*"' - - : 

., Ordered, That Deacon Fisher draw, in form of a Re- 
solve, the Report ofjhe Committee relative* to Andrew 
Gilman. ~-~ : ^=^ ■■-■-■■.■ 

" Ordered, That Colonel Lincoln draw up a Resolve, em- 
powering M_r. Gxannis to employ thirty men to protect the 
Elizabeth Islands. ... ~_"1«1"_ 1 

Mr. Fisher, agreeable to order, presented the following 
Resolve, which was accepted, viz : 

Resolved, That Lieutenant Andrew Gilman be an d here- 
by is ordered andjnstructed to use his utmost influence to 
cultivate, a friendly and peaceable dTspositioiTirTthe Indians 
at StTFranpois, and all other' partsadjoining, and to give 
intelligence of their temper and disposition, from time to 
time, as he shall have, opportunity, and as the importance 
of affairs may require ; andalsoof the Canadians at Que- 
beck, and other adjacent parts of Canada, so often as it may 
he in his power; For which service he shall receive a proper 
reward,.., 
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Colonel^ Lincoln, agreeable to order, presented the fol- 
lowing Resolve, which was accepted : 

Resolved, That Captain John Grannis be and hereby is 
empowered immediately to engage thirty good able-bodied 
effective men, to be paid by this Colony, well provided with 
arms and ammunition, and to cause them to be provided 
with suitable provisions, to repair without delay to the Eli- 
zabeth Islands, so called, in the County of Dukes County, 
there to protect the stock ; and to impress such a number 
of boats, &ic, as he shall want, to transport the men to and 
from Said Islands as occasion may require, from time to time, 
until the further order of this or some future Congress, or 
constitutional assembly of this Colony. 

Ordered, That Commissions for the Officers of the Train 
be immediately sent to the Committee of Safety, and that 
they be directed to deliver them to such Officers to whom 
there is no exception ; and that Colonel Porter be ap- 
pointed to carry said Commissions to the Committee of 
Safety, with this order, immediately. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to certain offi- 
cers of Col. Prescotfs Regiment, agreeable to the recom- 
mendation of the Committee of Safety. 

Afternoon. 

A draught of a Letter to Governour Trumbull was pre- 
sented by the Committee appointed to prepare one, and 
was read and accepted ; and the Committee of Supplies di- 
rected to forward it by express, and is as follows, viz; ". 

" May it please your Honour: From advices received 
divers ways, we have the greatest reason to determine that 
all the British Troops already destined, or that may be yet 
ordered Xo America this season, will come to Boston, it 
being evidently their design, if possible, to rout our Army 
before that place, destroy all our magazines, and thereby 
to strike terrour and faintness into the hearts of all the 
friends to right and liberty throughout the Continent ; to 
revive and animate their scattered friends, and break the 
union of the Colonies, and in that way insure final success 
to their tyranny. This being undoubtedly the plan of our 
enemies, it is~of inexpressible consequence that the ground 
which we have taken should at all events be maintained. 
Your Honour is no doubt fully sensiblejhat our Army, for 
the preient, is unavoidably checked, with regard to offen- 
sive operations, for a reason of which you are not unap- 
P r ' 2e( M ! )ut ; however, we have the means of acting on the 
defensive. 

-j-' As Boston is impregnable against every thing but great 
artillery, very few troops are sufficient to keep it; and as 
there are two passes at least, very distant from each other, 
by which _tbe_ enemy will probably attempt lo advance into 
the country, it is thereby rendered necessary that we 
should throw our Army into at least two grand divisions, 
each of which ought to be able to withstand almost the 
whole sticngth of the enemy. Your Honour is acquainted 
that it was at first supposed to be necessary that thirty 
thousand men should be raised and stationed to act for this 
season in the en virons of Boston. Thirteen thousand six 
hundred was the number supposed by our Congress to be 
this Colony's proportion of such an Airny, and that num- 
ber we have to our utmost been endeavouring fully to com- 
plete ; but because there are deficiencies in our Regiments, 
(as your Honour well knows there always, will be m such 
cases,) in order to make that quota good, we have been 
obliged to increase the number of the Regiments, but still 
therris: a deficiency; and because of the inexpressible jm- 
parLance of having our Army effectualiyltrong, we "sj'rg/by 
unr em itted effo rts, and by every device/at vast expense^ 
labouring to make that number fully complete, or rather to 
exceji it. ~ * — " 



clearly our.opinion, and that we have the best grounds to 
suppose, that as soon as the enemy have recovered a little 
breath from their amazing fatigues of the seventeenth of 
June, and the surprising losses which they then undoubt- 
edly sustainedshall be made up by arrivals of new Troops, 
which is almost daily taking place, they will direct all their 
force to some one point, and make the utmost efforts to 
force our lines, destroy our magazines, and thereby strike 
general terrour and amazement into the hearts of the in- 
habitants of the whole Continent. 

" From this view of the case we cannot a moment longer 
forbear addressing yo"ur Honour, and most earnestly sug- 
gesting to the immediate consideration of your General 
Assembly, not only the expediency, but indispensable ne- 
cessity of an immediate augmentation of the Troops from 
your Colony, for the more effectual strengthening of the 
Army. What the number of the. augmentation ought to 
be, we most cheerfully submit to the good judgment of your 
Assembly, not in the least doubting but their wisdom and 
justice will direct and dispose them to do all that js proper 
in so important a crisis as we really consider the preseaT. 

" We need not express to your Honour the indispensable 
necessity of despatch in making re-enforcements, nor the 
propriety and advantage of marching any new levies, which 
your Assembly may order, with all possible speed, without 
the first raised companies waiting for the completing'of 
others, inasmuch as your Colony has here on the spot all 
the proper officers to make die jiecessary disposition Jbr 
their reception. And as the season oflheir being of any 
advantage for the support of our Army may be irrevocably 
lapsed before their arrival, if the least unnecessary delay 
should be indulged, we have made a representation tojhe 
Lieutenant-Governour.of Rhode-Island, similar to the fore- 
going, and are about to make a like representation to the 
Congress of New-Hampshire, and to send the same by 
special' express. - - -- .:_-.- 

"We suppose the whole number of o ur e nemy's land 
forces, when joined with the four regiments which were 
ordered to New- York, will amount to upwards of ten thou- 
sand, exclusive of negroes and tories, who are every way 
provided and furnished in the best manner foraction. 

'.'We have the fullest confidence that your Honour's zeial 
and ardour for the salvation of. our Country, and the pre- 
servation of our inestimable rights, will render jiny impor- 
tunity unnecessary to induce you to lake aTth¥ requisite 
steps to effect the proposed augmentation for which wears 
most sohcitgus." • ^ 

The Committee appointed to consider "what steps are 
proper to be taken for the reception of General Washing- 
ton, reported. The Report was ordered to lie on ihe 
table. 

A Letter from the Committee of Machias, dated June 
14, 1775, was read, (respecting the capture of "a King'3 
Cutter,) and committed to the Committee whichwas yes- 
terday appointed to consider a Letter on the same .subject 
to Colonel Otis. 

Mr. Holmes was appointed in the room of Col. Sawyer, 
ori the Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for 
making the Notes of this Colony a currency and tender Tor 
payment in all cases. < 

Mr. Davis was appointed in the room of Captain Stone, 
on. the Committee who : were appointed to consider the Pe- 
tition .from \ Edward Parry. ■ - - - .~ ......... . 

Adjourned Jo Monday morning, eight o'clock. 

- ■~~i-.i-r~.r- -~r.r. . ■ ■: ;.: ™« -Monday, June 26, 1775. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to consider the 
Petition of Mr. Edward farry, and the Report of Colonel 
Thompson relative to his conduct at Kennebeclc, be directed 



" May it please your Honour : Because; we:' are 3d vastly . , - - 

apprehensive of the fatal consequences'of a general defeat to . con?lcier his, the said Thompson's, conduct at Falmouth, 

of this Army to the whole American cause, and are so" w ? 1 ^ Te , s P ect to Captain Mowatt and Captain Coulson, and 

unutterably solicitous to have it effectually strengthened, nls 'aying Mr. Bernard under bonds._ ,,„„_„,_„___ 

we have called in every individual" bpoar levies, from all Ordered, That the Commlttee'appointed to deliver out 

ouroutposts, to join the Army; although by that measilfe"" Commissions, be directed to draw a fair list of all those 

we expose all our Towns on the sea-coasts to the rage and officers in "the Army who. have been commissioned, which 

depredations of the enemy, and run the dreadful risk of list Ah all Jje sttested by the Secretary and transmitted to 

the best of our Towns being reduced to ashes, and. taking General Ward, J._.__L_ 



the miserable fate of Chariest own 

" We beg leave to acquaint your Honour, that it is most 



A Leiter from the Committee of Safety, proposing that 
the Congress should appoint two persons to superintend the 
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supply of the Army, was read, and committed to the Com- 
mittee who have under consideration the regulation of the 
Army. 

Qrdere d, That Mr. Pickering, Mr. Nye, and Mr. Fisher, 
be a Committee to inquire into the state of the Towns' 
stocks of Ammunition, in the Counties of Worcester and 
Hampshire, and that said Committee sit forthwith. 

Ordered, That all the Commissions for the Officers of 
theTrain be forthwith signed by the Secretary, (except 
John^WjIey's, Samuel Gridley's, and John Calender's,) 
anisent to jhei^pmmiUee pf Safety. 

'Ordered, That no Handles be made to Spears or other 
, weapons of war, or any tools for the use of the Army, gf 
Chestnut, or any other brittle wood. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to inquire into 
the grounds of a report which has prevailed, that there has 
been treachery In some of the Officers of the Army, be di- 
rected to proceed in their inquiries. 

Ordered, That Colonel Porter, Colonel Gerrish, and 
Captain Thatcher, be a Committee to consider and report 
f o whom jbe Jjums obtained by a Committee of Congress 
shall Be. dgjiYgred, and when distributed, how the person 
receWlrlg ; them stall "be made accountable. 

Resolved, That every person who has in possession any 
of the Precepts lately issued by this Congress for calling a 
General Assembly, be desired to dele the word " warn," 
and in Its steadTnsert the word " cause," and that Mr. Edes 
be;,desjred, in his n ext Paper, to give notice of the mistake 
made7 Iiy^prTnting the said word "warn," instead of the 
word. " ca use." 

Resolved, That Major Fuller be desired immediately to 
go home to get the returns of the Towns' stocks of Ammu- 
nition. ~~"'T V". ' ' - 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
what steps are proper to be taken for the reception of 
General Washington, was again considered, amended, and 
accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Res olve d, That Doctor Benjamin Church and Mr. Moses 
. Gill, be ji Committee to repair to Springfield, there to 
receive Generals Washington and Lee, with every mark of 
respecTdue to their exalted characters and stations ; to pro- 
vide proper escorts for them from thence to the Army 
before Boston, and the house provided for their reception 
At Cambridge, and to make suitable provision for.ihem in 

. maiin^erfolfpvving, vtz : by a number of gentlemen of this 
Colony from Springfield to Brookfield ; and by another 
COJfip i a"nyf raised In that neighbourhood, from there to Wor- 
cester; ancTby another company, there provided, from thence 
to Marlborough ; and from thence, by the troop of Horse 
in that place, to the Army aforesaid : and their company at 
the several sta ges on the road, and to receive the bills of 
■expenses- 'at the several inns where it may be convenient for 
then) to stop for refreshment, to examine them and nrake 
repdrt of the several sums expended at each of them for 
that purpose, that orders may be taken by the Congress 
for the payment of them ; and all inn-keepers are hereby 
dire.cte^ltoliiake provision agreeable to the requests made 
by the said (Jommittee ; and that General Ward be notified 
of the appointment of General Washington as.Commander- 
in-Chierpf^lhe^fflencan Forces, and of the expectation 
We have of his speedy arrival, wilh Major-General Lee, 

' that he, with the Generals of the. Forces of the other Co- 
lonies, may give such orders for their honourable reception 
as may accord with the rules and circumstances of the 
Army, and the respect due to their rank, without, how- 
ever, any exrpen'se of powder, and without taking the Troops 

^uoff from ..the. necessary altention~to their duty at this crisis 

"J^bf^our affairs. 

■'Resolved, That three o'clock in the afternoon be as- 
signed for the purpose of choosing three persons as a Com- 
mittee WW palr l6 Springfield to receive Generals Wash- 
ington ancT Lee, agreeable to the foregoing Resolution,. 

. The Committee appointed to consider what preparations 
. are proper to tie made for the reception of 'General Wash- 
ington, reported the following Resolve; which was accept- 
ed, and Capt. Partridge, Captain Thatcher, Mrl Phillips, 
Major Goodwin, and Mr. Caldwell, appointed a Committee 
for the purpose therein "mentioned: 



Resolved, That the President's house in Cambridge, 
excepting one room reserved by the President for his own 
use, be taken, cleared, prepared, and furnished, for the 
reception of General Washington and General Lee; and 
that a Committee be chosen immediately to carry the same 
into execution. 

Mr. Crane was appointed in the room orMr. Hall on 
the Committee chosen to consider Mr. Revere's Account. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to prepare 
Letters to the several Governments in" New-England for 
a re-enforcement. of men, omit preparing one for the Co- 
lony of New-Hampshire. 

Ordered, That Doctor Taylor, Captain Goodman, and 
Mr. Phillips, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for 
the purpose of preventing all imposition on the Committee 
who have been heretofore directed to examine those per- 
sons who may be suspected as inimical to their Country, by 
any person whatever. . . ...;". TJ._. L_lL"_ 

The Committee appointed to consider the Letter from 
Machias reported. The Report was accepted, and is as 
follows, viz : - --:--^ - :.-~->-5, .--, ■-, ^ 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Congress be, and are 
hereby given to Captain Jeremiah Obrian and Captain 
Benjamin Foster, and the other brave inen^ under their 
command, for their courage and good conduct in taking 
one of the Tenders belonging to our enemies, and two 
Sloops belonging to lchabod Jones, and for preventing the 
Ministerial T)°°P S being supplied with Xiumber ; and that 
the said Tender, Sloops, their appurtenances and cargoes, 
remain in the hands of the said Captains Obrian and Fos~ 
teffytid the men under their command, for them to use and 
improve as they shall think most for their and. the publick's 
advantage, until the further order of this or som e future 
Congress, or House of Representatives. And that the 
Committee of Safety for the Western Parish of FoymaV- 
borough he ordered to convey the prisoners taken by the 
said ubrian and Foster from FownaTborough Jail to the 
Committee of Safety or Correspondence for the Town of 
Brunswick, and the Committee for Brunswick_±o convey 
them to some Committee in the County of York, and so 
to be conveyed from County to County till they arrive til 
.this. Congress. ~ - — — - . — ~~ ■ 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to Ezra Bad- 
lam, Captain of the .Train of Artillery, in the room of 
John Wiley; John Sibley, Lieutenant; Samuel Dagget, 
Second Lieutenant; and John Blanchard, Second Lieu- 
tenant; agreeable to the recommendation of the^TTomnTufee 
of Safety. '-."- ,. -_-." —_^— — .^=— """ ." ~ ~.~J~ ^T 

Ordered, That Colonel Foster, Mr. Fis Ker, an tTCap- 
tain Goodridgc, be a Committee to consider a Letter from 
General. ffarS this day received. . _..._... 

Ordered, That Mr, Fisher, Doctor Whiting, and Major 
Brooks, be a Committee "to receive, sort, and count the 
votes for 'three gentlemen, to go fo Springfield, to meej 
Generals Washington' sod Lee, i.._ 

The Committee having atfended that service, reported, 
that Doctor Church, Mr. Gill, and the Hon. Major Haw- 
ley, \v ere chosen: ' "".:*.'" : " ; - : '--'-"r-^ r -" ; -' "'----- • --■• 

The Hon. Major JTrtw??^ movecTtliat he might be" ex- 
cused from .that servreepand having offered his reasons, 
the question was put, and he was excuse J liccord i ngly . " 

Resolved, That the vote for choosing three persons to 
go to Springfield, to meet Generals. Washington and Lee, 
be refiohsidered, so fir as that only two persons should lbe 
appointed to repair thither orTtbaT service. 

^Resolved, That Captain MclTenster and Captain Porter, 
who have: each of them ralsgdT.a Company at New-York 
and Connecticut, be permitted to join Colonel Patterson's 
Regiment, provided, their Companies are complete and 
equipped, and that Major Jroodivin bring in a Resolve for 
this purpose. '" "" ■'""■ ---■-'—' 

Tlesglved, That General Whitcomb's Cpjnmjssion be 
dated the _2lst day of J?«ne. 

Resolved, That the President be desired to administer 
to General Whitcomh the Oatli^ appointed to be adminis- 
tered to the Gen eral Officers of" the Army. 




^■M 
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The President delivered to General Whitcomb a Com- 
mission as a Major-General of the Massachusetts Army. 

A Petition from the Committee of Correspondence for 
the Town of Plymouth* was read ; whereupon 

Resolved, That the prayer thereof be granted, and that 
General Ward be directed to countermand his orders for 
drawing off the forces stationed at Plymouth. 

On a motion made, 
- Voted, That this last Resolve be reconsidered, and 

Ordered, That the Petition from Plymouth be com- 
mitted to Capt. Parker, Colonel Lincoln, Colonel Davis, 
Mr. Phillips, and Mr. Webster. 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to the Officers 
of Colonel Little's Regiment, agreeable to a list recom- 
mended by the Committee of Safety. 

A list of the Officers and Soldiers of Captain Samuel 
Sprague's Company was presented to the Congress ; 
whereupon, 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to the said 
Officers, viz : Samuel Sprague, Captain ; Joseph Chcever, 
Lieutenant; William Oliver, Ensign; and that the Com- 
pany be joined to. Colonel Gerrish's Regiment. 

Mr. Goodwin, agreeable to order, reported the following 
Resolve; which was accepted, viz : 
• Whereas, Captain Mackinster, of Spencer, and Captain 
Porter, of Becket, have enlisted, each a Company of men 
on the establishment of this Colony, and not joined as yet 
to. any Regiment: 

Resolved, That the said Companies be joined to Colonel 
John Patterson's Regiment, now stationed -at Cambridge, 
immediately: provided said Companies are full, or near 
full, and that each man is equipped with a good and suffi- 
cient Firelock ; and that they join their Regiment as soon 
as* may be. 

• • Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to Captain 
Jleuben Dow and Lieutenant JohnGoss, as officers, agree- 
able to the respective titles affixed to their names, in Col. 
Prescott's Regiment. 

The Committee appointed to consider and report lo 
whom the Arms, procured by„a Committee of this Con- 
gress, should be delivered, &c,., reported the following Re- 
solve ; which was read, and accepted, viz: 

Whereas, this Congress have ordered a number of Fire- 
Arms to be furnished from several Towns and Districts in 
this Colony, to be forwarded to the Army to supply those 
who are rlestTtute^oT^rms, but no provision is. made for 
delivering them out, and taking proper receipts for the 
same: 

* PETITION FROM THE COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE OF PLYMOUTH, 

To iKe Honourable Provincial Congress, now sitting at Watertown : 
The Petition of the Committee of Correspondence for the Town of 
Plymouth humbly sheweth : "?'-."-"■ 

That your petitioners have this day received intelligence that a vote 

passed your House the instant, determining to remove to 

Head-Quarters that part of Colonel Cotton's Regiment which lias been, 
by order of your most respectable body, stationed in this place for the 
security and protection of the lives and property of this greatly exposed 
and much threatened Tow n. We, your petitioners," _hav,e lately 
received .undoubted intelligence, by one of our townsmen, who has 
heen t ake n by a tender, and carried into, Boston, that Admiral Groses 
made particular inquiry into the cijeumstanceB of this Town, and said 
that wg ware a rebell ious people, and that, in consequence of our build- 
ing a fort in opposition to the King's Troops, it shquld" not be" long 
before he would blow the Town about our. ears. Your petitioners 
are very sensible that, should the troops be called away from, this 
station, (he Town of Plymouth, as well as the adjacent Villages, 'will 
lie open to the ravages of our enemies, and that it will be no difficult 
matter for them to plunder and destroy us. The poor of this Town 
are already mucli distressed, by repon of the stop put to the FisKery, 
and can scarcely subsist upon what they get out of the clajirbanks, 
and by fishi ng in b oats ; and should they be driven from't^eir huts into 
the. "Barren .country that surrounds us, they must (for aught wo see) 
perish with hunger and for. wa.nt of habitations, there' not" being houses 
within twenty miles sufficient t$ receive them. These poor people 
consist principally of women and children, their husbands and parents 
• having enlisted themselves into the service of the Colony. Your peti- 
tioners .are very far from desiring to create 1 any unhetfelMrf eSpgnsfe 
to the Colony ; but, at the same time, think it necessary that said troops 
remain with us, and are of opinion that, should they be withdrawn, 
the Town will be immediately evacuated. And, for the above reasons, 
your petitioners, as in duty bound, &c. 
, For and by order of the Committee of Correspondence for the, Town 
of Plymouth : Andrew Croswell, Clerk; 

Gamaliel Bradford, Jun.^ 

John Gray. 

P. S. The Committee of Correspondence for the Towns of Dux. 
bury and Kingston, which lie on Plymouth Bay, join in the general 
prayer of the above Petition. 



- Therefore, Resolved, That all the Small-Arms that are 
or may be procured by the above order, be delivered to 
Major JSathaniel Barber, Military Storekeeper at Cam- 
bridge, he to giye his receipt for the same to the person 
or persons from whom he receives them; thai the same he 
delivered out to such officers as shall produce orders there- 
for from the Hon. General Ward, they giving receipts for 
the same to the said Major Barber, to be returned in good 
order, unless lost in the service of the Colony. And every 
soldier who shall receive any" such Fire-Arm, shall give 
his receipt for the same to the officer from whom he shaft 
receive it, to be returned as aforesaid ; and in case the same \ 
shall not be returned at the close of the campaign, or 
sooner, the value of the said. Fire-Arm shall be deducted 
out of the wages of the person receiving the same; and 
that the sum of six shillings shall be deducted out of the 
wages of each soldier who shall receive such Fire-Arm, 
for the use of the same, in case" he returns it again in good 
order. ~~.~. _ . 

The Committee on the Petition of Edward Parry, he, 
reported. The Report was read, amended, an3T accepted, 
and is as follows, viz.* _--. - - - - : - - - - ■ 

The Committee on the Petition, from Plymouth, report- 
ed. The Report was read, but not accepted. 

Ordered, That the Hon. Colonel Gerrish, Captain 
Bragdon, Colonel Thompson, Colonel Freeman, and Mr. 
Lothrop, be a Committee to consider what measures are 
proper to be taken for the defence and protection of the 
sea-coasts. 

Ordered, That the Committee last chosen consider 
several Petitions which were committed to the Commit- 
tee some time since appointed to consider the state of the 
sea-coasts j and. that said Committee first consider the case 
of the Town of Plymouth, as represented in the Petition, 
from that Town. ... - 

The Committee appointed to consider ttie conduct of' 
Colonel Thompson, at Falmouth, with respect to Captain 
Mqwcttt, reported. The Report was ordered to subside ; 
it was as follows: ._..:. ;.___ '_':__:__ 

The Committee appointed to consider the conduct of 
Colonel Thompson, at Falmouth, with respect to Captain 
Mowatt, Stc, and his laying" Mr. Barnard under bond, 
are of opinion that said Thompson'* s conduct was friendly 
to his. Country and the cause _oj liberty, and that said Bar- 
nard's conduct appears to have been. inimical to both. All 
which we humbly submit to this Congress. 

Adjourned to Tuesday morning, eight o^clock. 

■ * - Tuesday, June 27, 1775. 

A Letter from the Committee of Albany, dated June 
23, 1775, was read ; whereupon, "■ " ; ' ' 

Ordered, That Doctor [Whiting, Mr. Greenleaf, and 
Mr. Hopkins, be a Committee to "consider the same, and 
'prepare an; answer thereto. -~- --■'.' 11 

Resolved, That four persons be added to the Commit- 
tee of Supplies, and that eleven o'clock this forenoon be 
assigned for the choice- of them. "T7^ 

The Committee appointed yesterday to consider General 
Ward's Letter, reported a Resolve ; which was accept- 
ed, and ordered to be printed in handbills, and dispersed 
throughout the Colony/ And thereupon, 

Ordered, That Captain Goodridge, Mr. Partridge, 
and Mr. Caldwell, be a Committee for that purpose. 

A Letter from Isaac Stone, relative to Francis Moore, 
a baker, was read, and is as follows, viz: 

"June 25, 1775. 

"Mr. President: I arn,Sir, now upon my return to visit 
my family; have just been Wormed by Mr. haac Shear- 
man, a baker at Marlborough, that he has been em ployed, 
by one Francis Moore, of Cambridge, aTtaker for our Army, 
for a considerable time; that the said Moore bakes. gi) e or 
two batches of. biscuit every day out of the flour belong- 
ing to tlie. Colony, to the value of twenty shillings, lawful 
rnopeyV per batch ; which biscuit, together jivith some quan- 
tity of eight-penny loaves, are' solj constantly for private 
use to .any body who wants to purchase,jmd nojiceount is 
kept of the . flour used for that pufpbseTor oT the biscuit 

* The report referred to in the "text & niTtTier enterea^on^theTourna], : 
nor preserved on the files of Congress^— Lincoln, 
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?•• brearj .tfcy^. sold. He, the said Shearman, says he 

.inquired of Mr, Fenno, Moore's foreman, upon what con- 

■■■-'■ S, 1 ! 1 ?,™ M°°J& J»k£d f QI the Army, and he told him the 
Lolq ny made Mr _ Moore deb(or for t[)e flour he recejved 

of them, and Moore made the Colony debtor for the bread 
he dehvered Jo the Army; tliat there could be no other 
.Wy. Shearman says, if that is the case, Moore must 
m ?ke v .aj;ery large advance; that the bread made with 
thirty pounds worth of flour would amount to forty 
.pounds ; that Moore supplies about that quantify every 
day: so that if he took some of the Colony flour for pri- 
v4te l]S e and is honest in. the weight of the bread, he 
- would, advance,, ten Pounds, lawful money, per day Be- 
sides, he says one of Moore's boys reported, that the 
. '.Payes^w^ not weight, and the Commissary examined 
™ d : WHWU |o; that Moore severely corrected the boy 
|orjelh M . Upon the whole, Shearman supposes Moore 
^MM?I™ m ^™g money fast. Shearman says he is 
personally knowing to these facts, and they may be suffi- 
, tienthy proved. Thus far, Sir, I thought it my duty, as a 
mRm ^!: ; "(4f^honourable Congress, to inform, and hope 
evT^ unfaithful servant will be dismissed. All which is 
hurnbjy subm itted. Yours, &c. Isaac Stone. 

"To the Honourable James Warren, Esquire, President 
of Congress, at Watertown." 

JQ^miL^sX .the said Letter be immediately trans- 
mitted totJig Committee of Supplies. 

. OrdsreJ, That' Deacon Fisher, Captain Batchelder, 
Captain Stone of Framingham, join with Mr. Pidgeon in 
an inquiry into the conduct of said Moore, and report to 
this Congress. 

Ordered That the Resolve just now past, in conse- 
quence of General Ward's Letter, be reconsidered/ and 
that it be recommitted, together with the Resolve passed 
relative to absconding soldiers, to Mr. Partridge, Mr 
Hopkins, and Captain Goodrich. 

Ordered, That Mr. Tliatcher be appoinied to apply to 
the brotljer ofjuc late. President for such Papers belong- 
ing to this Congress as he may have in his possession. 

Ordered; That Dr, Taylor, Colonel Coffin, and Cap- 
tain Jfebjter, be a Committee to consider a Letter from 
General Ihomaj, respecting a pelifioTi for liberty to permit 
tt-ovisjqrrs to, be.carried to those who were taken prisoners 
by Gage s Troops, on the I7th instant, now in Boston. 

1 *M nU "i b ^ 0f T- t:erS - were P rese nted to the Congress 
by Mr. Palfrey, lately arrived from England; 'some of 
which were read, and then the whole were committed to 
Dr. Iaylor, Mr. Partridge, and Captain Brown. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bigclow be appointed to go to 
Cambridge to inquire if there are any blank Commissions 
at the CommjUec of Safety's room. 

l 0r ^ ere fL T\MMr,Wehter< Mr. Partridge, and Cap- 
tain Goodjnan, be a Committee to receive and sort the 
votes for four gentlemen to be added to the Committee of 
supplies. 

•The Committee having attended that service, reported, 
that C^s^James Prescott, Colonel Elisha Porter, 
Major Brooks, , and Captain Vose, were chosen. 

JIajor Brooks having requested that he might be ex- 
cused, was excused, and Colonel Barrett was chosen in 
his room. 



in the Colony of Connecticut, to be sent to Head-Quarters 
at Cambridge, as this Colony is now doing. 

A Letter from General Thomas was read, nominating 
Mr. Samuel Brewer to be an Adjutant-General in the 
Massachusetts Army; whereupon, 

Ordered, That a Commission be made out for him 
accordingly. 

_ Resolved, That Mr. Ezekiel Cheever be appointed 
Storekeeper of the Ordnance, in the room of Major Bar- " 
ber, who has declined accepting of that trust ; and that 
hve o clock, P. M., be assigned for considering the expe- 
diency of augmenting the Pay of the Storekeeper of the 
Urdnance. 

Ordered, That Captain Holmes, Captain Brown, and 
Captain Batchelder, be a Committee to examine Ensign 
Robert Campbell, lately arrived from England, and now 
a prisoner in this Town, and to report what is proper to 
be done with him. _ . 

-."~- Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Captain Farley, Captain Dwight, and 
Mr. Webster be a Committee to prepare an Address to the 
several Towns in the Colony who may be applied to to 
furnish the Army with Powder. 

Resolved, That Mr, Edes be desired to print three 
hundred blank Commissions, agreeable to the' form latelv 
made use of for the Officers of the Army. 

A Petition from Jonathan Hicks and Josiah Jones 
prisoners in Concord Jail, was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. - ~-i.- , - 

A Letter from S. L. was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. ......... ... ....._ 

A Petition from the Committees of the several Town- 
ships of Goldsborough, Narragaugus, and Number Four 
was_ read,* and committed to" Captain Parker, Colonel 
Smith, and Captain Ellis, who are directed to consider 
the propriety of supplying the inhabitants of Mpchias with 
some three-pounders and some, swivel Falls. 7 



Ordered that the Secretary make out a proper cer- 
tificate of the choice of theabove-named four gentlemen on 
the Committee of Supplies. " " 

Tte Cortes m the account of Mr. Paul Revere, 
reported. I he Report was recommitted. 



The Committee made report as follows, viz: 
The Committee appointed to takeintoconsideratidn the 
Petition of the Towns Qf Goldsborough, Narragauffus 
and the Township ISumber Four, beg leave to report, that 
it be recommended to the Committee.: o£ Correspondence 
and Committee of Safety, in the County of Essex, that 
they supply the three Towns. abpvftnentlojiecL with one 
hundred bushels of Grain, five FjarrellflfP^rk, and "one 
mr *l? ]asses > to e^' Town; and" tike'security of 
Hilliam Shaw, Joseph Wallis, and \Phineas Whitlen peti- 
tioners, for the pay in Lumber, or such other things as 
may suit for pay best; and if not paid in a reasonable 
time, it shall be paid out of the publick^Treasury ofthis 
Colony. - --■_■'-:■■ - J - ■_: 

Ordered, That Captain ShUlaber be "directed to brin* 
m a Resolve for the purpose of assuring the officers and 
soldiers that; notwithstanding the date ofthe officers' com- 
missions, the Pay of bojh pfficersand ^ldierslhallcom- 
mence at the time of their enlistment. .... ~_~_~ _ 

Ordered, That Commrssjons be made j>ut to the subal- 
tern officers of Captain Edward &«/SCompany, in the 

* To the Honourable Gentlemen of ' the Pwu^WngTisThr the 

■--■-.'■■ - MASSACHTJSETf$.-BAY: ._' "'?'"'" 



Gentlemen: The humble Petition of the Inhabitants ofGold»bo 
™(^X>mberJ'our, and Narragaugu^n the Q^miViflincotin 
sa.d Provmce humbly shews : Tlfat tJerWicuiarF alarming Si» 
of hjs County, as well as the whole. Confine^ induces us^o addre s " 
t^nn „r° n n^ 1 S " d P^' CUlar ' y tp l V before > TO the distressed s tua 

MimamHfnshaw to be "an Adjutant-General in ™^ «f»? «^. we .have that we may e^TlhVffiTon^ 

^■ft aI ^ hs tmdecs »» our ^rbqurs tRdi^eMn^obh^e^to™ 
that your i &BJfare ™y;a ssi st usjn.thaLway that yon in your" wisdom ' 
™7 W l«#l fbr-whiclf we shall Belays ready to make you fell 
satisfactipft,.,. A „3. 7 our petitioners-as in duly bouna, shalTeve™y. " 

WiLLiATt Shaw, 

.. ' - - - .B.'GlESIISHER, 

■'. Committee of the Township of Goldsboroueh 

Joseph Walus, 
A T.EXANDEK Campbell, 



CoipnBimipamHenshaw to be "an Adj 
the Massach]isftls_ jArmy ; whereupon, 

Orderednim a "Commission be' made out for him 
accordingly. -■- — 

_ Ordered, TJuit "the Hon ._ Major Hawley, Mr. Picker, 
ing- and^Col. Porter^ be a Committee to prepare Letters 
to- the Continental. Congress,' requesting their aid in fur- 
nishing us w,th Gunpowder; and also to prepare another 
Letter to Governour Trumbull, requesting him to take 
some Dteps for collecting Powder from the several Towns 



Committee of the'Township ofkarragavgus. 

John Stevens, 

Piiineab Whitlen, 
Committee of the Township Nmnber Four. 
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Train, agreeable to the recommendation of the Committee 
,,of Safety. 

A Letter from Elisha Phelps, dated June 12, 1775, 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Letter from Mr. Isaac Stone, which was this day 
transmitted" to the Committee of Supplies, was, by that 
Committee, returned, and again read, and thereupon, 

Ordered, That Major Fuller be directed to notify the 
Commissary-General to attend this Congress on the sub- 
ject thereof. 

The Committee appointed to consider in what way the 
sea-coasts. should be protected, reported ; whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Supplies and all Com- 
mittees o_f _the House now out, be directed immediately to 
give attendance. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to provide 
Hospitals for the Army be directed to provide another 
Hospital to be appropriated solely for such "of the Army 
as may be taken with the Small-Pox, and to consider what 
measures can be taken to prevent the spreading of that 
distemper; and that Doctor Rand and Doctor Foster lie 
added to the Committee. 

• Resolved, That the Resolve passed yesterday, directing 
how th.e_xire-.Arms should be distributed, be reconsidered. 
Tiie same being amended, was again accepted, and is as 
follows, viz: 

Whereas, this Congress has ordered a number of Fire- 
Arms to be furnished from several Towns and Districtsjn 
this Colony, to be forwarded to the Army to slip ply those 
whp are destitute of Arms, but no provision is made for 
delivering them out, and taking proper receipts for the 
same: therefore, 

Resolved, That all the Small-Arms that are or may be 
procured by the above order, be delivered to the Com- 
mittee of Safety at Cambridge, they to give their receipt 
for the same to the person from whom they receive, them, 
that the same be delivered out to such officers as shall pro- 
duce orders therefor from the Hon. General Ward, they 
giving receipts for the same to the said Committee of 
Safety, to be returned in good order, unless lost in the 
service of the Colony. And every soldier who shajl 
receive my'such fire-arm, shall give his. receipt, for the 
samEL to" the officer from whom beTshall receive it, to he 
returned as aforesaid, and the officer shall return The said 
receipts to the Committee of Safely; and incase the.same 
shall not be returne d at the close of the campaign, or 
sooner, the value of the said fire-arm shall be deducted 
out of the wages of the person receiving thersame ; and 
that tbe__Committee of Safety shall appraise ail such aim's 
as have not already been appraised, and take an account of 
the whole. 

Ordered, That Col. William Henshawyan r Acfjufant- 
General, take the oath appointed to be taken by the Offi- 
cers and Soldiers of the Massachusetts Army, and. that a 
coirrmissroTras Adjutant-General be delivered to him. -""- 

The Committee appointed to examine Ensign Robert 
Campbell, reported the following Resolve, which was ac- 
cepted : 

The Committee appointed to take into considerationithe 
case of a Prisoner bound to Boston to join the Army unde.r 
the commanrlof General Gage, have examined said Pri- 
soner; and his account of himself > s ) that his name is 
Robert Camphell, about seventeen years old, son of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Alexander Campbell, who is now Lieute- 
nant-Governour of Fort George, in Inverness, and is one 
of the first families in Scotland, Said Rob'ert Camplcll 
further says, he was born in the Army, and now has- a 
recomme ndati on for an Ensign's commission in the Thirty- 
FTfth Regiment. 

Resolved, That Robert Campbell be sent immediately 
to the care of the Selectmen' of Concord, to he by them put 
under keepers or into prison, and provided for as their pru- 
dence shall direct, until the further order of this Congress, 
or some future House of Representatives, and that he be 
delivered to Colonel Barrett, to be conveyed to said Select- 
men of Concord. 

An Account of Simeon Fish and John Toby, of the ex- 
penses of bringing Ensign Robert CampbelWoia Falmouth 



to this Congress, was read, and committed to the Commit- 
tee who were appointed to examine said Campbell. 

The Committer appointed to inquire into the state of the 
several Towns' stocks in the Uounties of Hampshire and 
Worcester, reported a scT)edure,~contaming an account of 
the stocks of the several Towns in said Counties, which 
was "committed to Mr. Singletary, Mr. Nye, and Mr. Cutt, 
who were directed to consider what quantity should be 
drawn from each Town for the use of the Army. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Xetter of 
General Thomas, relative to the request of a number ofour 
wounded friends in captivity in Boston, reported. The 
Report was accepted, and a copy of it ordered to be sent to 
General Thomas, and is as follows, viz : 

The Committee appointed to consider the request of a 
number of our wounded friends now Tn capTTv. ty in Boston, 
beg leave to report, that General Thomas be re quested 
moderately to supply said Prisoners with fresh Meat, in 
case he can convey it to them, and them only. 

The Report of the .Committee appointed to consider 
some means for protecting the sea-coasts was again read 
and considered, and, after debate, the further consideration 
of it was put off till to-morrow morning. 

Adjourned to to-mon'owmoming, eight o'clock. 

Wednesday, June 28, 1* 75. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an answer to the 
Letter from Albany, reported. 

Ordered, That Colonel Lincoln bring in a Resolve 
making fiveof the Committee of Supplies to be a quorum, 
or in defect of five, that three may be a quorum, provided 
the Chairman be one of the three. 

Colonel Lincoln reported a Resolve, which was read, 
accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Whereas, the publick interest often makes if necessary 
that a very considerable number of the Committe e of Sup- 
plies should be absent on business of the Colony, and as no 
orders can be paid by the Receiver-General but such tis 
are signed by the said Committee, or t he m ajor part of 
them, by reason whereof the publick service may be ob- 
structed and greatly delayed ; for the prevention of which, 
it is ; \ 

Resolved, That three of said Committee of Supplies, 
the Chairman, David Cheever, Esquire, being always one 
of the. three, shall, when there are less than five present, be 
considered as a quorum; and all orders, bargains, and con- 
tracts by them made, shall be held good to" all intents and 
purposes, as fully as though the whole of said Committee 
were present and assenting to such orders, bargains, and 
contracts, and that the Receiv.ejvtJeneral ! .oTthis Colony 
be, and hereby is directed to govern himself accordingly. 

The Letter prepared to be sent to the Committee of 
Albany was accepted, and is as follows: 

"" Gentlemen : This Congress have received your very 
obliging letter by Mr. Price, of the 23d' ul timo , and they 
cheerfully embrace the opportunity to forward To^yog by 
the same hand, as particular an account of the late engage- 
ment with the enemies of America as. we, in the present 
hurry ofour publick affairs, are able to do. On the night 
of the 16th of June instant, a body of our Troops took pos- 
session, of a hill in_ Charlestown, where they began some 
intrenchments ; but as soon as" the morning light appeared, 
they were fired upon by some of the ships in Boston har- 
bour, and also from a battery on Copp^s Hill, which is on 
Boston side. Soon after, several ships and floating batteries 
drew up as near as possible on each side of Charlestown. 
Neck, in order, with their cannon, to annoy our people, and 
prevent any recruits going from, our main body to their 
relief. About two o'clock, P. M., a large body of regular 
Troops, consisting of several thousands, commanded by 
Lord Howe, suddenly crossed Charles River, and landed 
near the hill on which ou.r people were posted. They 
immediately marched up, in order to force our infant in- 
trenchments ; but our people gave them so warm a recep- 
tion, that they thought best to retreat, but soon renewed 
their attempts, but were repulsed the second time with 
great slaughter; but on their third attempt our people 
(being almost destitute of ammunition, as the enemy's coh- 
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slant fire from their ships and floating batteries had pre- 
vented any supplies Irani our main Army) were obliged to 
retreat, with the loss of about fifty men killed, and two 
hundred wounded, as near as has yet been ascertained, and 
about thirty taken prisoners, many of whom were wound- 
ed, and some are since^ dead of their wounds. The loss 
on the part of our enemies is much greater. Some per- 
Mns whp__were on .the fiejd of battle soon after the fight, 
affirm that they saw eight hundred men dead, on th^ 
ground, and that there were as many more woanded. The 
lowest accounts we have had is one thousand killed and 
Wmmded, among which are eighty four commissioned offi- 
cers.- On the same day the Town of Charlestowh, con- 
sisting of near five hundred houses and other buildings, was, 
by those bloody incendiaries, set on fire and consumed to 
ashesr~ We cannot, however, but assure you, gentlemen, 
that, notwithstanding our present distressed situation, we 
feel a peculiar satisfaction in finding our patriotick brethren 
of the City and County of Albany so cordially interesting 
themselves in our particular welfare, and so kindly offering; 
ns their assistance, as well as manifesting their zeal for the 
rights and liberties of America in general. It is our ardent 
desire to cultivate harmony and friendship with all our 
neighbouring brethren, and we hope you will not fail to 
continue your favours; and we assure you that we shall 
always take pleasure in conveying to you any intelligence 
that shall afford satisfaction. As to the benevolent dona- 
tions you mention, which are collected for our distressed 
brethren, as the transporting the article you make mention 
of is almost impracticable, we think it had .better be ex- 
changed for cash, or some necessary specie, which may be 
more easily transported. We are sorry to hear there is 
any prospect oTan attack upon Ticonderoga, 8tc, but we 
trust those important fortresses are sufficiently garrisoned, 
and doubt not but our brave countrymen stationed there 
will be able to repulse any force which can be sent against 
them from Canada. Finally, brethren, we ardently wish 
that the great Supreme Being, who governs all things, may 
so direct all our military operations, that they nray speedily 
issue in; the full restoration and peaceable possession of the 
natural and constitutional rights and liberties of every 
American.. 

" P. S. Some make the number of our killed and mis- 
sing to be near a hundred." ' . - -■■ 

The. Committee on the Account of Messrs. ..Fish and 
Toby, reported. The Report was accepted, and is as fol- 
lows, tizt - 

Resolved, That Simeon Fish and John Toby be allow- 
ed and paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, 
six Pounds, seven Shillings, for their time and expenses, in 
bringing Robert Campbell, a prisoner, from Falmouth to 
this. Congress, and also for their time and expenses back to 
Falm outh again ; and the Receiver-General is hereby di- 
rected to pay the said sum of six Pounds, seven Shillings, 
to the said Fish and Toby, m full discharge of their ex- 
penses airaforesaid. 

The Committee who were appointed to consider the 
ResolyfisloT tbTs Congress relative to absconding Soldiers, 
reportecT. The Report was recommitted. 

Mr. Fjdgeon was introduced, on the subject of'Captain 
Stone's Letter respecting Mr. .Moore. 

Ordered, That Deacon Fisher, Captain Batchelder, 
and Captain Stone of Franiingham, be a Committee to 
join with Mr. Pidgeon inan inquiry into the conduct of said 
Moore, and report to this Congress. " _ "" 

Ordered, That Captain Batchelder, Colonel Coffin, 
and Captain Goodman, be a Committee to bring in" a Re- 
solve for th«Lpurpose of saving Provisions in the Army." 

A listof persons recommended as Deputy Commissaries 
was read, and committed to Mr. Greenleaf, Captain Car- 
penter,^nd Mr. Johnson. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for 
giving a currency to the Notes or Bills of Credit of this 
Colony, reported. The Report was recommitted, for the 
purpose of introducing the large Notes issued by this 
Colony. . - 

Ordered, That Commissions be delivered to such Officers 
of Col. Gerrish' s Regiment as are not yet commissioned. 



A Petition of John Obrian was read, and committed 
to Major Ferity, Major Fuller of Middlclon, and Mr. 
Cutt. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
sonie measures for defending the sea-coasts, was again taken 
into consideration, amended, and accepted, and Colonel 
Freeman, Colonel Gerrish, and Captain Carpenter, were 
appointed to fix the pay of the Officers in proportion to that 
of the Soldiers, agreeable to said Report. 

The Report of the Committee respecting "absconding 
Soldiers, was put off to three o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee appointed to consider" some method of 
saving Provisions in the Army, reported. The Report was 
accepted, and is as follows : 

The Committee appointed to consider of the most effect- 
ual means to prevent any waste of Provisions in the. Army, 
beg leave to report, by way of Resolve : 

Resolved, That the Cornmissjiry- General be, and he 
hereby is directed to purchase all the Provisions that any 
of the Soldiers may have to spare of their allowance, for 
the use of the Army, and pay a reasonable price for such 
Provisions. ^; ;; . " 

..The following gentlemen were appointed a Committee 
to station the Troops in the County of Essex, agreeable to 
the Resolve of Congress which passed in the forenoon, viz : 
Lynn, Mr. Edward Johnson; Manchester, Mr. Andrew 
Woodbury; Gloucester, Colonel Coffin ; Marblehead, El- 
bridge Gerry, Esquire ; Salem, Mr. Pickering; Beverly, 
Captain Batchelder; Ipswich, Colonel Farley; Newbury, 
Colonel Gerrish ; Newburyport, Captain Greenleaf; Sa- 

lisbu,ry, Captain Nathaniel Currier.. 

• "And the following gentlemen, for the County of York, 
vjzt York, Captain Bragdon ; Kittery, Edward Cutt, 
Esquire ; Berwick, Major Goodwin ; Wells, Col. Sawyer ; 
Arundel, Deacon Hovey ; Biddeford, James Sullivan, 
Esquire. ~ 

The following gentlemen were likewise appointed, agree- 
able" to said Resolve, to give out Listing Orders, viz : For 
the County of Essex, Mr. Flopkins, Mr. Greenleaf, anil 
Colonel Farley; for "the County of Plymouth, Hon. Colonef 
Warren, Mr. Lothnp, Captain Partridge; for the Coun- 
ty of Barnstable, | Colonel Freew(m^ C6\oae \ Otis, Daniel 
Davis, Esq. ; for the. County of D ukes County, "Mr. Nye: ; 
for the County of Bristol, "Mr. Dm fee, Hon. Mr. Spooner, 
Captain Ilolmes; for the jCounty of York, Col. Saivycr, 
Edward Ciitt, Esquire, Captain Bragdon; for the County 
of Cumberland, Hon, Colonel Freeman, Colonel Thomp- 
son, Mr. Mitchell, : "for We County""of Linc oln, Mr. U. 
Sew'all, Mr. Langdon, Mr. E. WitcherTT TZ~~~~ 

Ordered, That ColpneJ Ireeman^ _Mr. , Langdon, and 

Mr, Greenleaf, be a Committee Jpgetj two hundred of the 

. Resolves for. stationing Companies onthe sea-coast printer!. 

The Resolves being completed, are as follow, viz: The 
Committee appointed to take. into consideration, and report 
some way of defending and supporting the Towns upon the 
sea-coasts in this Colony, having considered of the same, 
report the following Resolves, viz : : 

Resolved, That there bejmmedlately raised in the Coun- 
ty of Fksex 'ten Companies, to consist of fifty men each, 
officers included, to be stationed ypon tbe sea-coast in that 
County, in % such manner and proportion as shall be agreed 
upon -by a Joint Committee, consisting of one member, to 
be appointed by this Congress, from, each of the Towns, o/ 
Lynn, Manchester , Gloucester, Marblehead, Salem, Be- 
verly, Ipswich, Newbury, Newburyport, and Salisbury, in 
said County, and to be under tbedi reptign of jhe Commit- 
tees ofCorrespondence of each Town wh ere tne y may be 
stationed. Also, that there be rai sed in the Counties of 
Plymouth and Barnstabhlmne Companies, each to consist 
of fifty men, four of wIijcLl Co mpan i es to be jtationed in 
the County of Plymouth, according To the direction of tie 
Field-Officers of the FirstRegimehroT the. County of Ply- 
mouth, under whose jireeuppjhey shall be considered ; the 
other five Companies; to be; stationed Tn jhe County of 
B(frrt?taUe,'m such manner "as "the" Field -Officers of the 
two Regiments there shall agree, and tobe undeMheir di- 
rection; and that the County of Barnstable ihall have the 
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liberty of raising eight of those Companies. Likewise, 
that there be raised in the County of Bristol, including the 
Towns of Wareham and Rochester, two Companies, con- 
sisting of fifty men each, to be stationed, one Company in 
Dartmouth and the other Company in Wareham and Ro- 
chester, equally, and to be under the direction of the_ Com- 
mittees of Correspondence of the respective Towns. Also, 
that there be raised in the County of York four Compa- 
nies, consisting of fifty men each, to he stationed in that 
County, according to the agreement of a Joint Committee, 
consisting of one member from each of the Towns upon the 
sea : coast in that County, to be chosen for that purpose ; 
when stationed, to be under the direction of the Fjejd- 
Officers in that County. Also, that there be raised in the 
County of Cumberland five Companies, consisting of fifty 
'men each, to be stationed as shall be agreed upon by a 
Joint Committee appointed by each Town upon the sea- 
coast, viz: two members to be chosen by the Town of 
Falmouth and Cape Elizabeth, one by Scarborough, one 
by North Yarmouth, one by Brunswick, and one by 
Harpswell ; and after the division and station is ordered, to 
be under the direction of the Committees of the respective 
Towns where they shall be stationed. And, also, thqt 
there be raised in the County of Lincoln three Companies, 
consisting of fifty men each, to be stationed by a Commit- 
tee consisting of members to be chosen, one by each Town 
upon the sea-coast in said County, as they shall agree, and 
then to be under the direction of the Committees of Cor- 
respondence of the respective Towns and Plantations where 
they shall be stationed, and of the Assessors, where no 
such Committees are appointed. 

Also, Resolved, That a Committee of three persons be 
appointed in each County, to give out Enlisting Orders in 
their respective Counties where such men are to be raised, 
and to muster them; and, also, that Colonel Phinney be 
directed to march the whole of his Regiment, who are 
equipped with arms, to the Camp at Cambridge, and those 
who are not equipped, to dismiss. . . 

Likewise, further Resolved, That the thirty men ordered 
to be raised from the Town of Falmouth, and stationed on 
the Elizabeth Islands, be augmented to fifty, officers in- 
cluded, and under the same wages and subsistence as is 
hereafter provided, and to remain there for protection of 
the Stocks on those Islands; and that each private soldier 
of the several Companies herein mentioned shall be en- 
titled ..to_th^.j5umjof_thirty-six Shillings per month, and 
subsistence, as the other Companies raised for the Colony 
service, till the further order of this or some future Con- 
gress or House of Representatives ; and that the. pay of the 
officers he r educed in the sa me proportion as the pay of 
the soldiers, viz : Captain's pay, five Pounds, eight Shil- 
lings; First Lieutenant, three Pounds, twelve Shillings; 
Second_LieuleDant, three Pounds, three Shillings ; Ser- 
geants, two Pounds, four Shillings; Corporals, Fifers, and 
Drummers, two Pounds. 

Resolved, That each Soldier who shall enlist, shall fur- 
nish hi mself w ith a good and sufficient firelock, and that no 
m&n_ shaJL be_mu_s_tered as, a Soldier who is not so furnished 
accordingly. 

. Also, Resolved, That each Town where Soldiers shall 
be stationed as above, shall furnish them with Ammunition 
out of.their stocks, for which they shall be paid out of the 
publick Treasury of this Colony. 

A Petition of Robert Shillaber was read, and committed 
to_ Captain Batchelder, Captain Goodman, and Major 
Fuller _ oT Middlebor ough . 

Ordered, That Deacon Bayley, Major Goodwin, Mr. 
Batchelder, Colonel Coffin, and Colonel Gerrish, be. a 
Committee to consider what method would be most expe- 
dient by which to supply the Soldiers to be raised for the 
defence ofjhejiea-coasts with Provisions. 

Ordered, That Dr. Taylor, Captain Stearns, and Mr. 
Starlcweajher, be a Committee to consider the Petition of 
several Officers in Colonel Prescott's, Colonel Fry's, and 
Colonel Bridge's Regiments. 

The Report of the Committee relative to absconding 
Soldiers was again considered, and accepted, and is as fol- 
lows, viz: 

Whereas, in consequence of an application made to the 
* Provincial Congress sitting in this Town in May last by 



the Officers of the Army, that some effectual method should 
be taken for the speedy return of absconding soldiers, or 
such as should tarry beyond the time limited by furlough, 
it was then resolved that it should be, and accordingly was 
recommended to the Committees of_ Correspondence in 
the several Towns and Districts '_in._jh.is.. Colony, or to 
the Selectmen, where no such Committees were appointed, 
that they should take effectual care that such absconding 
or delinquent soldiers should be sentback ..immediately to 
their respective Regiments, yet it appears to this Congress 
that the above resolution has not in every instance had the 
desired effect ; therefore, 

Resolved, That it be further recommended to the several 
Committees of Correspondence in each Town and District 
in this Colony, or to the Selectmen, where no such Com- 
mittees are appointed, that they take the most speedy and 
effectual care that said Resolve- be strictly adhered to and 
punctually executed ; and it is also recommended to the 
good people in the several Towns and Districts aforesaid, 
to give their utmost aid and assistance to said Selectmen or 
Committeesin executing said Resolve, as the existence of 
the Army veTy much depends thereon. 

And it is further Resolved, That all necessary expenses 
which may' accrue by returning said absconding or delin- 
quent soldiers to their respective Regiments, he paid, an.d 
deducted out of the wages of said soldiers. 

Ordered, That the foregoing Resolves be printed in the 
Cambridge, Watertown, and Worcester Papers. 

The Committee appointed to consider what preparations 
are necessary to be made relative Jo_making paper Bills of 
Credit, reported. The Report was ordered to lie till there 
is a fuller House. _ . . „ ...... 

Ordered, That Colonel Lincoln, Major Fuller of New* 
ton, Mr. Singletary, Mr. Durfee, and Mr. Dexter, be a 
Committee to consider what method is best to be taken for 
providing each of the soldiers with a c oat. 

The form of a Warrant for. the. Surgeons was read, and 
accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

" The Congress of the Massachusetts-Bay to A. 3., 

greeting : 

" "Being informed of your skill in Surgery, and reposing 
especial trust and confidence in your ability and good con- 
duct, we do, by these presents, constitute and appoint you, 
the said A. B., to be Surgeon of the Regiment of Foot, 
whereof ........ is Colonel, raised by the Congress 

aforesaid for the defence of said Colony. You are there- 
fore carefully and diligently to discharge the duty of a Sur--- 
geon to the said Regiment in all things appertaining there- 
unto, observing such orders and Instructions as you shall 
from time to time receive from trie Colonel of jsaid Regi- 
ment, according to military rules and discipline established 
by said Congress, or any your superiour officers, for which 
this shall be your sufficient warrant. 
.-.-" Bjfforder of the Congress : 

"...-.. . -e .-. • • ■-. President. 
" Dated at Watertown." " - '.-_ _"' '. '.'"' 



Ordered, That the Committee appointed to make out 
Commissions for the Officers of the Army, be directed to 
make out Warrants for the Surgeons, agreeable to the above 
form, as soon as they have been examined and appointed. 

Ordered, That Deacon Fisher, Colonel Thompson, and 
Mr. Wiswall, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve, for 
the purpose of preventing the unnecessary expenditure of 
Gunpowder, 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition .of 
Mr, Obrian, reported, verbally, that the petitioner be 
served, with a copy of the Report of this Congress on the 
Petition; of .a. number of the"inhab itajits_ _of Machias. T he 
Report was accepted, and the petitionerliad leave to with- 
draw his Petition. ;■---': : ^ " 

The Report of the Committee relative to making the 
Notes and Bills of Credit of this anJthe other C oloni es a 
tender,_being amended, was accepted, and ordered to be 
authenjicated, and printed, in the Cambridge, Watertoivn, 
and Worcester Papers, and is as follows:. .... 

Whereas, a former. Congress of this Colony, ordered 
their Receiver-General to issue Notes and Bills upon the 
credit_of this Colony, for the payment and supply of their 
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Army, and other necessary expenses of this Colony ; and 
whereas, divers others of the sister Colonies have issued 
Notes or Bills, for the payment of their respective Forces; 
and it is necessary, that the Notes and Bills j>f this and the 
sister Colonies should have free currency ; therefore, 
' Resolved, That the Notes and Bills of the Colony of 
Rhode-Island, at and after the rate of six Shillings and nine 
Pence an ounce for silver, and the Bills and Notes of this 
and all the other Colonies (excepting Nona-Scotia and 
Canada) at and after the rate of six Shillings and eight 
Pence an ounce for silver, shall be taken and received, and 
accounted a good and sufficient tender for the payment of 
alLdebts, and the damages that may arise upon the non- 
performance of any promises, and also be received into the 
publick Treasury of this Colony, without any discount or 
allowance whatever. And if any person whatever shall 
refuse to take any of the Notes or Bills of the Colonies 
aforementioned at the rates before expressed, for any debt, 
or in satisfaction for the damages sustained by reason of 
the non-performance of any promise, or shall ask, demand, 
or receive, any discount, gratuity, or premium, for receiving 
any of the Bills or Notes aforementioned, he or she so 
offending shall be deemed an enemy to the Country. And 
the several Committees of Correspondence, Inspection, 
and Safety in their respective Towns, are required to return 
the names of all persons who shall contravene this Resolve 
to this or some future Congress, or House of -Representa- 
tives, that they may take order thereon as to them shall 
seem meet. 

The JJesoJye relative to the commencement of the pay 
of the Officers and Soldiers, was considered, and recom- 
mitted, and Mr. Batchelder and Major Fuller added to the 
Committee. 

Ordered, That Mr. Webster, Major Perky, and Mr. 
Mighill, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for the 
purpose of recommending to the Governour and Company 
of the Colony of Connecticut, to .suffer the inhabitants of 
the eastern parts of this Colony to purchase and carry out 
of said Colony such Provisions as their necessitous cir- 
cumstances may require. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to prepare a 
Letter to the Continental Congress, be empowered and 
directed to communicate it to the Committee of Supplies, 
and then to forward the same to the Delegates of this Colo- 
ny at said Congress, without reporting it to this Congress, 
said Delegates to communicate it to the Continental Con- 
gress, if they think proper. 

- The following Letter was received from Mr. Pidgeon, the 
Commissary-General : 

" Cambridge, June 98, 1775. 

" May it please your Honours : As not only the baker, 
(whose conduct I detest if it proves as mentioned in Cap- 
tain Stone'sJeUer,) but also numbers of my assistants aTe 
accused of bad conduct, I beg that a Committee may be 
chosen to examine a|!,my conduct and books ; for af; in the 
opinion" of Major Hawley, (whose judgment I revere,) I 
am. TfesprJnsible for all those I appointed — although I can 
sajSly say I took as much pains in the choice of those I 
employed as I could possibly do in similar circumstancea 
were I accountable — I am so much exposed, if it be really 
so, TmustT>eg that some other maybe chosen in my place, 
as I do not choose to act on that footing. I am perfectly 
willing that all the officers should be appointed by the 
Congress. ~Four Honour's ohedient humble servant f - 
"-LfrlFSK^S^icJoHN PrppEON, Commissary- General." 

Ordered, That Mr. Starkweather, Captain Partridge, 
Colonel tiexter, TSfr. Singletary, and Colonel Coffin, be a 
Committee_la examine < into the conduct and books of Mr. 
Jolin PCdgeon , Commissary-General, Mr. Pidgeon "having 
desired that a Committee be appointed for that purpose: 
and. that said Committee, consider the expediency of fur- 
nishing Mr. Miller, a Deputy-Commissary, with a Horse.. 

Resolved, That to-morrow morning, ten o'clock, be as- 
signed for the purpose of considering the proposal of the 
Commissary-General for an allowance of Molasses for the 
Swyers,^ .„..._.. ,-^.,._ .,._. - ,,..,; .. i,.., .,, 

The Committee appointed to bring; in a Resolve rela- 
tive to tlie commencetnenl of the pay of the Officers and 
Soldiers, reported the following, which was accepted, and 



ordered to be published in the Papers, and is as follows, 
viz : 

Resolved, That each commissioned Officer in the Colo- 
ny Army shall draw pay, according to the present estab- 
lishment, from the time of engaging in the publick service 
on receiving beating orders, and that each non-commissioned . 
officer and private draw pay from the time of his enlisting 
in said service ; also, that such of the Minute-men and 
Militia as marched into the field on the 1 9th of Ap ril, and 
soon after, and have remained there, and since engaged in 
said Army for the defence of the Colony, shall be paid for 
their service, agreeable to the present establishment, from 
the time of their first marching into the field. 

Ordered, That Doctor Taylor, Mr. Hall, Major Brooks, 
Mr. Partridge, and Deacon Fisher, be a Committee to 
consider the written proposal of Doctor Whiting, relative to 
Saltpetre. 

Adjourned to eight o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, June 29, 177,%, 

A Petition from Mr. John Calef was read, and com- 
mitted to Major Fuller, Colonel Coffin, Mr. Hopkins, 
Captain Parker, and Mr. Mighill. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for the 
purpose of recommending to the Governour and Company 
of Connecticut 'to supply the_eastern country with Provi- 
sions, reported. The Report was accepted. 

A Letter from the Committee of Safety, enclosing a Let- 
ter from Mr. Samuel Smith, Chairman of the Committee 
of Northfield, was read, and ordered to be sent to the 
Committee of Supplies. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition from 
Narragaugus and other Towns at the eastward, reported. 
The Report "was ordered to subside, and the Petitioners 
had leave to withdraw their Petition. 

Ordered, That the President, Major Hawley, Doctor 
Whiting, Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. Greenleaf, be a Commit- 
tee to prepare an Address to Generals Washington and 
Lee, to be presented to them on their arrival here. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of 
Officers belonging to Colonel Prescott's, Colonel Fry's, 
and Bridge's Regiments, reported ; which Report was ac- 
cepted. 

Ordered, That the .Resolve passed the 19th instant, 
relative to Spears, &tc., be recommitted to Major Good- 
win for amendment, ... _ '. LZ_.\ .'. .'.. .Z"_V 

The Committee appointed to consider a proposal made 
by Doctor Whiting, for sending some person to New- York, 
to advise with Doctor Graham ano^jojher^ and procure 
from them directions for the manufacture of Saltpetre, re- 

Sorted ; which Report wasordered t&Jay on the table ; and 
Ir. Phillips and doctor WJtiiwg \\eze appointed to confer 
with Mr. Professor Sewall, on the subject-matter contained 
therein. . .. — - .-=-, -— ■■.-■_- 

The Committee appointed to consider some methods for 
supplying the Soldiers stationed on the sea-coast, with Pro- 
visions, reported. The Report was amended and accepted, 
and is as follows, viz: 

The Committee appointed to consider what method 
would be most expedient to supply the Soldiers to be 
raised for the defence of the sea-coasts^with Provisions, 
beg leave to report : ~ ~~~ r .r„„7 ~ : ~Z~~~,. 

Resolved, That the Selectmen of the several Towns. or 
Plantations on the. sea-coast, or, wherejhere ar e no .Sel ect-., 
men, the Assessors of such place where any such Soldiers 
shall be stationed for their defence, be, and they hereby arg 
directed, to supply the Officers and Soldiers. w.ith_sjjitablg 
Provisions for their support, so long as said men continue in 
the Colony service, and do their duty of Soldiers in their 
several stations; for which Provisions, the said Selectmen 
or Assessors shall be paid out of the publick Treasury the 
sum of five Shillings for each man, per week, which shall 
be so supplied.. A.nd it is recomrrrendejflp the owners, of the 
Elizabeth Ishm<ds to supply the Soldiers that may be sta- 
tioned on said. Islands, for which they shall be allowed, out 
of the Treasury'aforesaid, the same sum per week which 
is flowed for the supply of the Soldiers to be stationed in 
the other, parts of the sea-coasts. 
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Ordered, That Mr. Hobart, Colonel Farley, and Mr. 
Webster, be a Committee to inquire of the Committee of 
Supplies, in what manner the Military Stores in Watertown 
are guarded ; and that they take effectual care that they be 
properly guarded, and that there be not so large a quantity 
kept together as there now is in one place. 

A Letter from the Committee of Safety respecting Gen. 
Ward's ordering them to deliver out Small-Arms to such 
Officers as may apply, was read ; the consideration whereof 
was referred to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

The Committee on the Petition of Mr. John Calef, 
reported. The Report was accepted, and is as follows, 
viz: 

It appearing to this Congress inconsistent with the best 
interest. of this Colony that the. within mentioned Ship 
should proceed on her voyage, as requested by the within 
memorialist ; therefore, Resolved, That the said Ship do not 
accordingly proceed on said voyage till further order of 
this Congress, or some future House of Representatives. 

. , _ .._._ Afternoon,. 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman, Doctor Taylor, and 
Mr. Lothrop, be a Committee to consider in what manner 
Listing Orders and Commissions shall be given to the Offi- 
cers of the several Companies to be stationed on the sea- 
coasts. . 

- Mr. Palfrey was introduced to this Congress, who brought 
with him a. number of Letters, which were brought from 
England by Captain Jenkins. 

Resolved, That Ensign Campbell, now a prisoner at 
Concord, be sent for to this Congress, and that Doctor 
Taylor and Captain Stone be directed to search his pack- 
ages, and see that he is brought to this Congress ; and that 
Mr. Partridge be directed to bring in a Resolve empow- 
ering said gentlemen to perform this service. 

Ordered, That the Letters directed to gentlemen in 
Rhode-Island, be sent to the Officers of the Rhode-Island 
Forces ; Those to Connecticut, to the Officers of the Connec- 
ticut Forces ; and those directed to New- Hampshire, to the 
Officers of the New-Hampshire Forces. 

Ordered, That Doctor Whiting, Mr. Webster, and Col. 
FreeM<ffl,~be a Committee to take under consideration a 
Resolve of Congress, empowering the Committee for pro- 
curing Guns, to draw on the Treasurer for the. value of what 
they purchase, and to report what alterations are necessary 
to jje made, therein.. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Phillips, and Colonel 
Farley, be a Committee to supervise the Letters brought 
to this Congress by Mr. Palfrey. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be directed 
to furnish the Committee appointed to go to Concord, with 
Horses. 

Mr. Partridge, agreeable to order, reported the follow- 
ing Resolve, which was accepted : 

Res olved , That Doctor Taylor, and Captain Stone of 
Framingham, be a Committee, whose duty it shall be to 
repair to the Town of Concord, and make search, or cause 
strict search to be made, into the pockets and packages of 
Ensign Campbell, now a prisoner at Concord, and is sus- 
pected of having Letters of publick concernment con- 
cealed in his possession ; and that they cause said Campbell 
to be brought immediately to the door of this Congress, in 
order for examination, if theyjadge it necessary. 

. T he Commi ttee appointed to prepare an Address to the 
several Towns in the Counties of Hampshire and Wor- 
cester, recommending them to supply the Army with 
Powder, reported. The report was accepted, and is as 
follows, vizr 

To t he several T owns in the Counties o/Ham'pshike and 
! Worcester: 

This Congress, taking into their most serious consi- 
deration the great want of Powder in our publick Ma- 
gazines, and considering how much ;;rJepends on that 
important and most necessary article, which, under God, if 
provided, may prove the salvation of America; and as 
yorrr Towns lie the least exposed to the ravages of our 
enemies, therefore, it is most earnestly recommended Tjy 
this Congress to the Selectmen of each Town and District 



in the County of Worcester, that they deliver the whole 
of the Towns', stocks, in said County of Worcester, to Mr. 
John Caldwell, Mr. Amos Singletary, and Deacon Israel 
Nichols, a Committee appointed by this Congress to 
receive the same. And it is likewise reco mmended to the 
Selectmen of each Town and District in the County of 
Hampshire, to deliver their .respective Towns' stocks of 
Powder to Captain Noah Goodman, who is appointed by 
this Congress to receive the same from. .sa]d_ County of 
Hampshire ; except so much as is allowed to be kept in 
each Town, which will appear by the schedule hereunto 
annexed ; and that it be replaced, as soon as the state of 
the Colony magazines will admit thereof, or otherwise paid 
for in money. 

Ordered, That Mr. Caldwell, Mr. Singletary, and Dea- 
con Nichols, be a Committee to procure Powder from the 
several Towns in the County of Worcester, agreeable to 
said schedule ; and Captain Goodman, from the County of 
Hampshire. 

Ordered, That Captain Brown, Colonel Davis, and 
Mr. Fairbanks, be a Committee to inquire where safe and 
convenient Stores may be had, for storing what Gunpow- 
der is, or may be procured for the use of this Colony ; and 

that they sit forthwith. 

An Account exhibited by Mr. Ichabod Goodwin, was 
read, and committed to Deacon Stickney, Captain King, and 

Mr. Thompson. 

The Report of the Committee on the motion of Doctor 
Whiting, was again read, amended, and accepted, and is as 
follows, viz: 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration a 
motion made for sending some proper person to New-York, 
in order to advise with Doctor (?rnAg??Land others, and 
procure from them direction's for the m anu facturing of Salt- 
petre, hare attended that service, and beg leave to report, 
by way of Resolve ; that Doctor William. Whiting be a 
Committee to repair to New-York, and confer with Doc- 
tor Graham, or any other gentlemen that may have had 
experience in the manufacturing of Saltpetre ; and that he 
be directed to procure from him or them, the most minute, 
particular, and intelligible account, relative to the manufac- 
turing of this article possible ; and that (if to be found) he 
procure and engage some ingenious person, who has been 
used to work in the business .of making Saltpetre, to come 
immediately to this place, who shall he. .employed in said 
business; and that the expenses of said journey to New- 
York, and the travel of said workmajiJto. this place, be 
paid out of the publick Treasury brihTs Colony. 

The Report of the Committee on the Account of Mr. 
Paul Revere, was read, and is as follows, viz : 

The Committee appointed to take under cons id eratio n 
the Account of Mr. Paul Revere, have attended that ser- 
vice ; and report by way of Resolve: 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury to Mr. Paul Rcverc^Jn Colony Notes, sixty-eight 
Pounds, six Shillings, and eight Pence, in jull for four 
copper plates, and engraving the same, ancTprintfng four- 
teen thousand five hundred impressions lor thcTuse of the 
Colony; and the Receiver-General js. directed to pay the 

same. ".~.~".:..J.\"~ ' ,.~Z-.~"..--' ■.... 

Whereupon, Ordered, That to-morro w morning , ten 
o'clock, be assigned for the consideration thereof. 

The Committee on the Petition of Robert Shillab er, 
reported. The Report was accepted, and is as follows, 
viz: . ; - ^ - -- ? 

Resolved, That Mr. Robert Shillaber he, and he hereby 
is permitted to export to the West-Indies eighty hogs- 
heads of Jamaica Fish, provided that.no other Provisions 
be shipped with the said Fish," except so much as will be 
sufficient for such a voyage; and the_Corarniueeof_Safety 
in Salem are directed to see this Resolve strictly complied 
with. 

Ordered, That Major Goodwin, Colonel Dwight, and 
Captain Bragdon, be a Committee to prepare Instructions 
to the Committee who were appointed to procure Powder 
from the Counties of Hampshire Mid Worcester, and that 
they sit forth with. , „__..„. 

The Committee on the Accouni of jVfajor Goodwin, 
reported. JThe Report was accepted, ancITs as follows, viz : 
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/sJResolved, That the Receiver-General be, and he hereby 
is ordered to pay to Major lchabod Goodwin, £2 lis. 8d. 
for his time, horse, and expenses in going express to Fal- 
mouth, by order of the Committee of Safety. 
Adjourned to Friday morning, eight o'clock. 



.-\ :„„.^_L_:. ..-•.. .-._......- Friday, June 30, 17*75. 

.; Or dered , That Mr. Wheeler, Major Fuller, and Mr. 
Grsenleaf, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for the 
purpose of appointing some person to convey one Green, 
a captive, to Worcester Jail, there to be confined till fur- 
ther qrdej-__of .t.his^ Congress. 

• The Committee, appointed to consider what was best to 
be done with .the supernumerary sheets of Colony Notes, 
reported. The Report was accepted, and is as follows, 

viz: ■; • ■ - ■ 

" • -The Committee appointed to consider what shall be done 
with the_.su pernumerary sheets, struck off from the plate 
Conta inin g the twenty, fourteen, and six Shilling Bills, have 

-^Sy?,^SlJ^^S e >.?, n(: l. : S.'?. (: '> u P on examination, that there 
, are pne^h^^reTanfTtwenty-seven sheets above the num- 
ber proposed, which make the sum of two hundred and 
fifty-four Pounds; and beg leave to report, that it is our 
Opinion, that an i order of Congress be taken for commit- 
ting said sheets to the care of the Receiver-General, until 
the furthaLorder of this Congress, or House of Represent- 
atives. 

. J&^e^ That Major Hawley bring in a Resolve, direct- 
ing the Committee of Safety to consider the expediency 
of granting a further emission of Bills of Credit. 

A Letter from the Committee of Safety, enclosing one 
from the Committee of Safety of Portsmouth to Doctor 
Langdon, and an anonymous Letter wrote from Boston to 
Ports mouth, which was intercepted by the said Committee 
$££p£tiJR2 UiLk; were read, and ' 

Ordered, That a copy of the Letter from the Commit- 
tee, of . Safety of Portsmouth be transmitted to the Com- 
mittee of Supplies, and that the anonymous Letter lie on 
tHe ; table. . 

Ordered, That such of the Committee who were ap- 
pointed to deliver out Commissions as are now present, be 
.directed to .attest the list of Officers commissioned. 

Ordered, Tjat 'Mr. Wheeler be directed to deliver the 
SdTSCTfftirrteftrf \BilIs to the Receiver-General, and take his 
rSSsipt foFthe same. 

A PetUi ono f Doctor WilliamWhitins was read; where- 
Upon, • . - - - - 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and he hereby 
ji-Hl^llJtJ - P a y t0 Doctor Whiting the sum of eight 
Pounds, , in Colony notes, towards defraying the expenses 
S,™ sapTfeor Whiting, which may accrue in his jour- 
ney to New-York, said Whiting to be accountable for the 
SSfSte to this Cpngress, or some future House of Assembly 
or this Colony. 

The", Committee appointed to consider some measures to 
prevent tnefspreading of the Small-Pox, were directed to 
sit forthwith. 

_ r Qrdgred, That Deacon Fisher, Mr. Lothrop and Col. 
Richmond., be a Committee to consider a Resolve of the 
Committee _of. Safety relative to Artificer's Accounts ; and 
tha.tjia.id Committee be directed to consider such Accounts 
acipay be transmitted to this Congress by the Committee 
of Safety, and to report thereon. 

I Resolved, That the Resolve of this Congress relative to 
procuring Powder from the Counties of Hampshire and 
Worcester, be reconsidered, and that the same, together 
w % A% Report of the Committee appointed to prepare 
Instxuctions to the Committee appointed to procure Pow- 
der from said Counties, be recommitted. 

Ordered, That Captain Stone, Mr. Plympton, and Mr. 
Johnson, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for the 
pur'p&W of making provision for the Poor of the Town of 
Charlestown. 

Ordered, That Colonel Coffin, Mr. Lothrop, Captain 
Nye, CaptainJSragJon, and Colonel Mitchell, be a Com- 
mittee to inquire into the state of the two Light- Houses at 
Cape Ann, and the Lig|ht-House at the entrance of Bos- 



ton Harbour, and also that at Plymouth, and consider 
whether it is expedient to continue the lights therein. 

Major Hawley, agreeable to order, brought in the fol- 
lowing Resolve ; which was accepted : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be a Com- 
mittee forthwith to consider whether the exigences of this 
Colony do require that there should be, as soon as possible, 
a grant made by this Congress of a further emission of 
Notes or Bills of Credit ; and that they consider of what 
sum it is proper that grant should consist, and of what 
denominations such Bills should be, and whether they 
should bear any interest, and if any, what the rate of such 
interest should be, and at what time such Notes or Bills 
should be payable or redeemed ; and whatever other regula- 
tions the said Committee shall judge it expedient such 
Notes or Bills should be issued upon; and that the said 
Committee report as soon as may be. 
; - Ordered, That Deacon Fisher bring in a Resolve, direct- 
ing the Receiver-General to pay the sum of three Pounds, 
and ten Shillings, to the Committee appointed to procure 
Powder from the County of Worcester, and two Pounds 
ten Shillings, to Captain Goodman, who is appointed to 
procure Powder from the County of Hampshire. 

Afternoon, 

The form of a Warrant for the Surgeons of the Hospital, 
was read and accepted, and is as follows, viz : 
"The Congress of the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, 
to Greeting : 

"Being informed of yourskill in Surgery, and reposing 
especial trust and confidence in your ability and good con- 
duct, we do, by these presents, constitute and appoint you, 
the said .... to be a Surgeon of the hospital established 
by order of Congress, in . ... for the sick and wounded 
of the Colony Army. You are, therefore, carefully and 
diligently to discharge the duty of a Surgeon of said hos- 
pital, in all things appertaining thereto, observing such 
orders and instructions as you shall, from time to time, 
receive, from any, your superiour officers, according to the 
rules and discipline established by said Congress, for which 
this shall be your sufficient warrant. 

" By order of Congress. 

"Dated the . . . day of . . . . , A. D. 1775." 

Ordered, That Warrants be made ouTto^t£e folfowing 
Officers, viz : Doctor Lemuel Cushing, Surgeon ; Doctor 
Gad Hitchcock, Surgeon's Mate ; Adam Bayley, Quarter- 
master; Luther Bayley, Adjutant ; all in General Tho- 
mas's Regiment : Doctor Lemuel Howard, Surgeon to the . 
Rox bury Hospital. 

Mr. Jabez Mattheios was ^drained to give an account 
of his embassy to Quebeck. 

Ordered, That commissions be deliver ed to sundry Offi- 
cers in Colonel WhitcomFs Regiment, agreeable to a list 
of this date, by him: exhibited. 

Deacon Fisher, agreeable to order, reported the follow- 
ing Resolves ; which were, accepted : 

Resolved, That the sum of three Pounds and ten Shil- 
lings, be paid out of the publTck Treasury by the Receiv- 
er-General, who is directedjoipay the same, to John Cald- 
well, Esq., for the use of the Commi ttee that was chosen to 
collect Gunpowder within the County of Worcester, for the 
use of the Army, and that they be accountable to this 
Congress, or some future House of Representatives. 

Resolved, That the sum of two Pound sj indj en_Shil- 
lings, be paid out of the publfck Treasury by the Receiv- 
er-General, who is hereby directed to pay the same, unto 
Mr. Noah Goodman, to bear his expenses in collecting 
Gunpowder within the County oT Hampshire, for the use 
of the Army, he to be accountable for the same to this 
Congress, or some future House o = f Representatives. 

The Committee appointed* to prepare a form of a Com- 
mission, &c, for the Officers of those Companies, who are 
to be stationed on the sea-coasts, reported. The Report 
was accepted, and is as follows ; 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration in 
what manner and form Commissions, Beating and Enlisting 
Orders, be made out to the Officers to be appointed and 
raised for the defence of the sea-coast, having taken the 



1465 



MASSACHUSETTS PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, JUNE, 1775. 



1466 



premises into consideration, would humbly report the fol- 
lowing draught of a blank for Commissions, viz : 
" The Congress of the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, 

to . : . . , gentleman, Greeting: 

" We, reposing especial trust and confidence in your 
courage and good conduct, do, by these presents, appoinjt 

you, the said to be a . . . . , of a Company 

of Foot, appointed by said Congress to be raised for the 
-protection and defence of the sea-coast in this Colony. 
You are, therefore, carefully and diligently to discharge 
the duty of a . . . . , in leading, ordering, and exercising 
the said Company in arms, both inferiour officers and 
soldiers, and to keep them in good order and discipline; 
and they are hereby commanded to obey you as their . . . ; 
and you are yourself to observe and follow such orders 
and instructions as you shall from time to time receive 
from your superiour officers, or from those who are or may 
be appointed to have the direction of the said Company 
or Companies, in the several Towns or Counties where you 
may be stationed, according to military rules and discipline 
in war, in pursuance of the trust reposed in you. 

" By order of Congress : 

■ " . . . , President. 

". . . the . . . day of . . . , A. D. 1775. 

" Attest : , Secretary." 

Also, your Committee beg leave to report the following 
blank or form for Beating Orders, viz : 

"To . .... 

"Sir: You are hereby empowered immediately to enlist 
a Company, to consist of forty-seven able-bodied, effective 
men, including Sergeants, Corporals, Drummers, &c, as 
soldiers in the Massachusetts service, for the defence of the 
sea-coast in this Colony ; and cause them to pass muster as 
soon as may be. 

"By order of Congress: 

". . . . ...... President. 

"... day of .... , A. D. 1775. 

"Attest: • . . , Secretary." 

Your Committee likewise report the following form of 
an Enlistment, viz : 

"We, the subscribers, do hereby solemnly engage and 
enlist ou rselv es as Soldiers in the service of the Massa- 
chusetts Colony, for the defence and protection of the sea- 
coasts in said Colony, from the day of our enlistment to the 
last day of December next, unless the said service should 
admit of a discharge of a part, or the whole, sooner, which 
is to be determined by the Congress or General Court, 
or Assembly of said Colony. ,And we do hereby promise 
to submit ourselves to all the Orders and Regulations of 
the Army, and faithfully to observe and obey all such 
orders as we shall, from time to time, receive from our 
superiour officers. 

Your Committee also beg leave to report, that the Com- 
mittees in the several Counties, appointed by this Congress 
to give but Beating and Enlisting Orders, be directed to 
fill up said commissions and orders, and to deliver the com- 
missions to the Officers as soon as their Companies are full ; 
also, that a person be appointed in each of those Counties 
upon the sea-coast, to administer the oath to Officers and 
Soldiers. Nathaniet. Freeman, Chairman. 

Resolved, That there be one hundred and twenty blank 
Commissions printed, sixty Beating Orders, and_one hun- 
dred and twenty Enlisting Orders. 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman, Doctor Taylor, and 
Colonel Farley, be a Committee to consider in what man- 
ner crimes shall be punished which may be committed by 
any of the Officers or Soldiers of the Forces stationed on 
the sea-coasts. 

Resolved, that all Warrantsjor Staff Officers, which may 
in future be delivered, be dated the day they are delivered. 

Resolved, That all Commissions to fill up vacancies be 
dated the day they are delivered.. . 

The Committee appointed to considersOTngmeasures for 
making provision for the Poor of the T own oTCharlestovm, 
reported. The Report was recommitted. 

Ordered, That Col. Grout and Mr. Woodbridge be added 
to the Committee appointed to consider the Accounts which 
tire Committee of Safety may transmit to this Congress. 



Ordered, That the Committee appointed to inspect the 
Letters brought by Captain Jenkins, be a Committee to 
consider what is best to be done with them, and that Mr. 
Dicherson be of that Committee in the room of Mr. 
Phillips. 

The Committee appointed to inquire where safe and 
convenient Stores for securing Gunpowder might be had, 
reported. The Report was read and accepted, and is as 
follows : 

The Committee appointed to look out for a place or 
places, for the safe keeping the Powder that is or may be 
lodged in this Town, have attended that service, and beg 
leave to report, as their opinion, that some part of the 
Powder be kept in the Middle School-House, and some 
part in the East School-House ; also, some part in a building 
belonging to Mr. Josiah Capen, near the Great Bridge ; 
also, that a Building be erected, as soon as possible, within 
the limits of the said Capen' s land, not far from the Great 
Bridge in said Watertown, which place was proposed some 
time since to build a Provincial Magazine at, agreeable to 
a law of this Colony. All which islnimbly submitted. 
Jonathan Brown, per order. 

The same Committee to see tli at the Powder is vyel] 
guarded, and to consider and report what sort of a Building 
shall be erected. 

The Committee directed to prepare Instructions to the 
Committee who were appointed to procure Powder from 
the Counties of Worcester and Hampshire, reported. The 
Report was accepted, and is as follows, viz^ 

To the several Towns in the Comity of Hampshire, on 

the easterly side of Connecticut River, and the Towns 

in the County of Worcester: 

This Congress, taking info their most serious_considera- 
tiort the great want of Powder in o~ur publick magazines, 
and considering how much depends on that important and 
most necessary article, which, under God, if provided, may 
prove the salvation of America; and as your Towns lie" 
the least exposed to the ravages of our enemy ; therefore it 
is most earnestly recommended by this Congress to the 
Selectmen of each Town and District .. in th?_ County of 
Worcester, that they deliver the wliole of the Town stock . 
of Powder, in said County of Worcester, to John Caldwell, 
Esq., Mr. Amos Singletary, and Mr. Israel Nichols, or" 
either of them, a Committee appointed by this Congress 
to Teceive the same, except so "much as is jHowed to he 
kept in each Town, which will appear by the Schedule 
hereunto annexed ; and that it be replaced as soon as the 
state of the Colony magazine^ will admit thereof, or other- 
wise will be paid for in money. 

And it is likewise recommended .tg_jhe.Sj^ctj]ieji_of 
each Town and District in" .the. County of Hampshire, 
except those on the westerly side of Connecticut River, 
to deliver the respective Town stocks of T'owder to Mr- 
Noah Goodman, who is appointed by this Congress to re- 
ceive the same from the County of Hampshire, agreeable 
to the annexed Schedule. _ Therefore 

Resolved, That the said Committees appointed T>y_ this 
Congress to collect the Powder from the Counties i of Wor- 
cester and Hampshire, be directed to give a receipt to the 
Selectmen of such Towns as they shall receive Powder 
from, in the form following: ~: = "° " " 

"The . . . , day of . . . . . '"., 1775. 
■" Received of A. B., Selectmen of the Town of . . . ., 
the Town stock of Powder, containing . . . weight, to the 
use of the Massachusetts-Bay, which Powder is to be re- 
placed again as soon as the state of the Colony magazine 
will admit of it, or paid for in moniy." 

And the Committee appointed to receive the Powder 
are hereby severally empowered and dire cted to employ 
such Wagoners or Teamsters as shall he necessary, vrith 
great despatch to convey the same to the_C omm ittee of 
. Supplies; for which service said Wago ners and Team sters, 
when they have delivered said PowHer to the^Committee 
of Supplies, and shall, produce a certificate jrom either of 
the Committee-men appointed to collect said Powder, set- 
ting forth the sum agreed for the conveyance oTsaid Pow- 
derithen jhe Committee, pf Supplies shall give orders to 
the Receiver-General of the Colony for the sum so agreed 
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for to be paid in cash, and the Receiver-General is hereby 
directed to pay the same accordingly. 

, The Schedule is as follows, viz : 





Towns' Names. 


Town's Stock of 
Pjwder. 


Supplied already. 


COIT-VTY OF WORCESTER. 








Worcester, - - - 


2J barrels, 


1 barrel, 


Lancaster, - - - 


2* 


do. 


1 do. 


Mendon, - - - 


51 


do. 


2 do. 


Brookfield, - - 


6 


do. 


3 do. 


Oxfprci, - - - 


3f 


do. 


1 do. 


Uharlton, - - - 


n 


do. 


i do. 


Sutton, - - - 


4* 


do. 


- - . - 


Leicester, - - - 


2 


do. 


1 do. 


Spencer, - - - 


\ 


do. 


--. - - - 


























New-Braintree, - 


1 


do. 


.... 


SouthborousfTi, 
Northborough, 


If 

2 


do. 
do. 


1 do. 


|ll re wsEjjy, - - 


5 


do. 


. . . - 




junenburgh, - - 


2 


do. 


.... 












' 


Jxbridge, - - - 
Jarvard, - 


2 

2J 


do. 
do. 


.... 


Hutchinson, - - 


2 


do. 


I do. 


Bolton, - - - - 


2 


do. 




Upton, - - - - 


If 


do. 


.... 


Sturhridge, - - 
Ijgominster, - - 
Hard wick, - - - 


3i 


do. 


- , .- - 


1 


do. 


.... 


2 


do. 


.... 










ftqlden, - - - 


* 


do. 


. ... 


Douglass, - - - 


- 


. - - 


.... 


Grafton, - - - 


2* 


do. 


. . 


Petersham, - - 


3 


do. 


.... 










Westminster, - - 


4 


do. 


.... 










Templeton, - - 


2 


"do. 


. . . . 


Princeton, - - - 


1* 


do. 


..... 


Ashbumham, - - 




_ 


.... 


Winchendon, - - 


_ 


. 


.... 


Westborough, - - 


3 


do. 


i do. 


Northbridge, - - 


- 


. 


.... 


■ CbfJNTV'OF "liAJirsfirRE. 








Springfield, - - 


u 


do. 


- . . . 


WVllbrahara, - - 


1 


do. 


. . . _ 


HadJey, - - - 


£ 


do. 


... 


South Hadley, 


U 


do. 


. . . _ 


Amherst, - - - 


- 


. 


.... 


Gjanby, - - - 


1 


do. 


. _ - . . 


Montague, - - - 




. 


... 


Northneld, - - - 


H 


do. 


. _ 


Brimfield, - - - 


1 


do. 


.... 


SoQth-Brimfield, - 


. 


. 


.... 


Monson, - - - 


i 


do. 


. . 


Pelham, - - - 




- 


.... 


Palmer, - - - 


. 


. 


. - 


New Salem, - - 


1 


do. 


.... 


Belchertown, - - 


1 


do. 


. - . . . 


Warwick, - - - j 


1 


do. 


- - _ . . 


S 











To be left in 
Town. 



s barrel, 
i do. 
& do. 
4 do. 
h do. 
i do. 
i do. 
^ do. 
i do. 
i do. 
i do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 



i 
i 

i 

i do. 

i do. 

i do. 

$ do. 

i do. 

i do. 

i do. 

h do. 

i do. 

i do- 

i do. 

i do. 

i do. 

do. 

do. 



i 

I do. 

i do. 

i do. 

i do. 

i do. 

i do. 

i do. 

* do. 

i do. 

i do. 

I do. 

i do. 

i do. 



do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
i do. 
i do. 
1 do. 
i do. 



i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
I 
I 

i 

i 
i 



Ordered, That Captain Brown make provision for the 
twpl poor" women late of the Town of Charlestown, now 
at the door, till to-morrow morning. 

Ordered, That Mr. Kollock, Colonel Grout, and Mr. 
Dickersgn, be a Committee to examine the Accounts of 
Major Barber, agreeable to his Letter. 

A Letterjrom the Committee of Inspection of the Town 
ol Biddy ord was read, and committed to Colonel Rieh- 
ttiOTtd, C aptain S tone, and Mr. Langdon, who are directed 
to fiamine the prisoner, Thomas Neat, brought from Bid- 
deford, and report. 

-/v-y, '""*" .iTE^t ess*. '~-=l -- - .'-It*.-,:. " 

_• Adjourned to eight o'clock to-morrow morning. 



Saturday, July 1, 1775. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for the 
purpose of making provision for the Poor of the Town of 
Charlestoivn, reported die following, which was accepted, 
viz: 

Whereas, the distressed circumstances of the inhabitants 
of the Town of Charlestown calls for the charitable aid of 
this Colony; therefore, 

Resolved, That such of those inhabitants as are unable 
to remove or support themselves, be removed to the several 
Towns in the County of Worcester mentioned in the Sche- 
dule hereunto annexed. 

And it is further recqiipp ended Jo J^ieJ3eJeclmen_qLth.e 
aforesaid Towns to provide for, and employ said inhabi- 
tants, in the best and most prudent manner that may be, 
and render their accounts to this or so me futur e Con- 
gress, or House of Representatives, which reasonable ac- 
counts shall be paid out of the publick Treasury of said 
Colony. 

And it is further Resolved, That Deacon Cheever, Cap- 
tain Brown, and Major Fuller of Newton, be a Committee 
to agree with Teamsters, not exceeding the rate of nine 
pence per ton per mile, for transporting such inhabitants as 
are unable to travel with their effects, and give certificates 
to such Teamsters, expressing that they are the Poor of the 
Town of Charlestown, and the sum they are to receive for 
such service ; and upon said Teamsters producing such cer- 
tificate to the Committee of Supplies, endorsed with the 
test of the Selectmen pf the Town whe re su ch Poor and 
their effects are lodged, that said Teamster has done the 
service agreed for per said certificate^ the Comm ittee of 
Supplies are hereby directed to draw on the _Receiyer- 
General of said Colony for the payment of said Teamster7 
and the said Receiver-General is hereby ordered to pay 
the same. - - ' ~ 

County of Worcester.— Lancaster, 30; Mendon, 30; 
Brookfield, 20; Oxford, 15; Charlton, 10; Sutton, 30; 
Leicester, 12; Spencer, 10; Paxton, 7; Rutland, 15; Oak- 
ham, 6; Hutchinson, 20; New-Braintrje, 15; Southbp- 
rough, 6; Westborough, 20; Northborough, 10; Shrews- 
bury, 10; Fitchburgh, 10; Uxbridge, 10. 

The Committee appointed to consider what methods 
would be proper to try and punish crimes which may be 
committed by the Soldiers stationed on the sea-coasts, re- 
ported. The Report was recommittethjtnd Maj or Hawley 
and Mr. Grecn/fo/addeH to the Committee. 

Two Letters from the Rev. John Murray were read, and 
committed to Colonel Grout, Major Fuller of Newton , and 
Major Goodwin. - ■_--..'..". v;y~ /l;--j iJJZ'^^E--: 

An Account of Jahez Mqttheivs was read, and committed 
to Major Fuller, Colonel Mitchell, and Mr. Ingalls. 

Ordered, That Mr. Loihrop, Mr. Dickenson, and Mr. 
Nye, be a Committee to consider a Res olve . of the Com- 
mittee of Safety, respecting Whale-boats. 

A Resolve of the ComnVittje of Safety, proposing that 
Eleptrical Points should be ^^ctejjjprjh^PjuyJer Maga- 
zine, was read, and committed 'to tBe Commit tee who were 
appointed to build a StoreToxdepositjngUun powder therein, 
and. seeing that it is well guarded. 

A Petition from e\&h\<zm Stoc%biidge Indians was read, 
and committed to Mr. Kollock] Mv. Crane, and Major 

The Committee appointedto examine Thomas Neat, re- 
ported. The Report was accepted, and is as follows: 

The Committee appointed to examine Tho ma s Neat, 
have attended that.service, and are humbly of opinion that 
he ought to be discharged and set at liberty, and do recom- 
mend him for a pass, to be signed by the Secretary, to go 
to New-York, there to apply for a further pass, as he pro- 
poses to go to Virginia', Submitted: 

- --.. Ezra Richmond, per order. 

Resolved, That the following persons be appointed De- 
puty Commissaries in the Massachusetts Army, being one 
to each Regiment. 

.ss JJat of Deputy CommiMtfries. "_ "J ~~ "_ '~~_ ""_ 
Mr. Samuel Norton, recommended" by Col. Lincoln. 
Captain Ebcnezcr Craft, of Stur bridge, recommended by 
Colonel Learned, Rev. Mr, Paine, &c. 



mmmm 



m 



JpK-. 



Hjgfgg 



Hme 




1469 



MASSACHUSETTS PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, JULY, 1715. 



1470 



Mr. Jedediah Easterbrooks, Lunenburgh, recommended 

. by Mr. Gill and Doctor Taylor. 

Mr. Ezckiel Cheever, Boston, recommended by Colonel 
Pidgeon. 

Mr. Samuel Russell Gerry, Marblehcad, recommended 
by do. 

Mr. Ebeneser Warren, Boston, recommended by the ho- 
nourable Committee of Supplies. 

Mr.^Jo/m Fenno, Boston, recommended by Mr. Secretary 
Ward. 

Mr. Alexander Sheppard, Newton, recommended by Col. 
Pidgeon. 

Mr, , Ephraim Russell, Stow, recommended by Col. Doo- 
little and the Paymaster-General. 

Mr. Daniel Bell, Boston, recommended by Mr. Pitt. 

Mr. William fylolineaux, Boston, recommended by do. 

Mr. Daniel Henshaw, Jr., Boston, recommended by Dr. 
Church. 

Mr. John Checkley, Boston, recommended by Dr. Church 
and others. 

Mr. Jabez Brown, Stow, recommended by the Paymaster- 
General. 

Mr, Joseph Clark, Boston, recommended by Gen. War- 
ren, Doctor Church, &c. 

Mr. Gilliam Taylor, Boston, recommended by General 
' Warren and others. 

Mr. Andrew Newell, Charlestown, recommended by Mr, 
Cheever. 

Captain James Littlcfield, Wells, recommended by Colonel 
Scamrnon and others. 

|SIr. Waterman Thomas, Marshjield, recommended by 
General Thomas. 

Mr. Peter Clark , Newfoundland , recommended by Colonel 
-Palmer and Son. 

Mt. Timothy Newell, Sturbridge, recommended by Cap- 
tain Timothy Parker. 

Mr. John Story, Ipswich, recommended by Col. Farley. 

- Mr. Eliakim A t herton , Bolton, recommended by Colonel 

WhitcomE. 

Mr. Abraham Tuckcrman, Boston, recommended by Col- 
onel Palmer and Colonel Brewer. 

Mr. William Holmes, Boston, recommended by his father. 

Mr. Enoch Woodbridge, Stockbridge, recommended by 

- Colonel Porter and Colonel Patterson. ~~ ;' 

Resolved, That the Commissary-General be directed to 
i^ee that a suffic ient number of Deputy Commissaries be 
placed at or near Prospect Hill, for the more convenient 
supply of the Forces stationed there. 

The President, by leave of Congress, brought in a Re- 
solve, directing General Ward to order two Companies to 
Plymouth, which was accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Whereas, the Town of Plymouth appears to be in danger 
of being attacked by the enemy; therefore 

Resolved, That General Ward be and hereby is directed 
immediately to issue his orders that two full Companies 
from Coloner Cotton's Regiment, Under proper officers, 
nrarcTi without delay to Plymouth, and there remain ibr the 
guard and defence, of the inhabitants, till they can be re- 
lieved Jiy such Companies as are to be raised for the de- 
fence and protection of the sea-coasts, and to be stationed 
there for that purpose. 

Ordered, That Colonel Palmer bring in "a Resolve di- 
recting that the Rules and Regulations of the Army be 
frequently read to the Soldiers. .-.-.- 

The Committee appointed to consider some method of 
trying criminals on the sea-coasts, reported again. The 
Report was accepted, and is as follows, viz: ~~ 

Resolved, That all offences committed by any of the 
Forces r_aised for the defence of the sea coast, shall be tried 
by a Court -Martia l consisting of the Field-Officers of the 
Regiment of Militia within which that Company to which 
the offender belongs is stationed, together with the Com- 
missioned Officers of that Company, according to the Rule-j 
and Regulations for the Massachusetts Army agreed upon 
by a former Congress, excepting those ofrTBtices a_nd causes 
which are punishable with death, which are to be tried agree- 
able to the laws of the land by the civil authorities. Also, 

Resolved, That in case any of the Soldiers shall lose, 
destroy, or unnecessarily fire away any of his Powder, 
Ammunition, or Cartridge, without giving reasonable satis- 



faction to his commanding officer therefor, the Captain shall 
deduct four double the value thereof out of his vyages, to 
be applied as is directed in the first article of the Rules 
and Regulations above mentioned. Also, 

Resolved, That each of the officers of which these 
Courts-Martial shall consist, be supplied with a pamphlet, 
containing said Rules and Regulations, with these Resolves 
annexed thereto, which shall be read once a week by trie 
Captain, or commanding officer of each Company, to their 
respective Companies. 

By order of Congress : . , President. 

Attest: , , Secretary. 

Orderfidj That the Committee who brought in the fore- 
going Resolves, get a number of them printed, and that they 
also procure as many Pamphlets, containing the Rules and 
Regulations of the Army, as they think proper. 

A Petition from James Fry, requesting that his. son 
might be appointed a Deputy Commissary, was read j 

whereupon, .~_'_~'Z_-1"-"" j 

Ordered, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his 
Petition. .."'.-"'. : : 

Ordered, That Mr. Kollock, Mr. Ellis, and Mr. Fox, 
be a Committee to consider a Petition and Account of Mr. 
Josiah Stearns. 

A Petition from the Committee of Correspondence for 
the Town of Sandu-ich was read, and committed to Colonel 
Richmond, Colonel Grout, and Colonel Mitchell. 

A number more of Letters from Lonchnytere laid upon 
the table, and committed to the Secretary, Mr. Langdon, 
and Colonel Richmond. : 

The Committee to whom were committed a numbenof 
Letters, reported, that in a Letter directed to John Rcnge, 
Esq., was enclosed a. number of blank Bills o f Exchange, 
designed for the use of the Army at Boston; whereupon, 

Ordered, That said Committee draw up a true state of 
this matter, and keep. the blank bills as vouchers thereof.. . 

Colonel Palmer, agreeable to ordejs reported the follow- 
ing Resolve, which was accepted, viz: 

Whereas, certain Rules and Regulations for the Massa- 
chusetts Army were resolved and agreed upon by a former 
Congress of this Colony, but no provision was therein made 
for the regular Teading the same to the several Corp jn 
said Army ; therefore, 

Resolved, That said Rules and Regulations be read at 
least once every month, at the head of each Regiment or 
other Corps in said Army, and that the General bedjrected 
to order his officers to see that this Resolve be duly ob- 
served. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to the 
Governonr and Company of Connecticut, reported, The 
Report was accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

"May it please tour HoNOtms '.' The distresse^sitim- 
tion of the eastern parts of this Provincecalling for J be 
serious attention of the humane, this Congress beg leave 
to address you in their behalf. By reason of a number "of 
our friends removing from the seaports into the interiotir 
Towns, and n large Army before Boston to support jhe 
rights of the Cpl° n i es J this Colony is unable to spare jthe 
necessary supplies, of grain and provisions to our f riends in 
the Province of Maine, by which means, and an emba rgo 
laid upon grain and provisfdnls in your Colony, theyHaM 
reduced to thejlternative of starving, or supplying the 
ministerial Troops with lumber, either of which they dep- 
recate. . '.___'_ . -■__■__ -_-_i:i. .-_. 

We would,., therefore suggest to your Honours the expe- 
diency of taking off the embargo, so far as to permit the 
inhabitants of the, eastern parts of this Province to purchase 
grain and provisions for themselves, they producing a cer^ 
tificate from any of the Committees mentioned jn_the;gn- 
closed list, and giving bontls to your officers that they will 
deliver it to such ConvrniUee. .1 _ ^1. _,...„ 

We are, witli the greatest sincerity, your Honours' most 
obedient, humble servants, &c. 

To the Honourable the Governour and Company of "the 
CploTvy, of Cormect%cy,t, ,, u ,_ ..„_„___„„_, .,_-„,--.• 

Accepted, and ordered to be authenticated and sent for- 
ward as soon as may be. 
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List enclosed in the foregoing Letter : 
.MAcni£?.— James Lyon, Chairman; George Stillman, 
Clerk ; Jeremiah Obrien, Benjamin Foster, Samuel 
Scott, Manwaring Beal, Nathaniel Sinclair. 

Number Four. — John Stevens, Phineas fVhitten. 

Goldsborough. — Benjamin Glasher, William Shaw. 

Narragaugus. — Joseph IPallis, Alexander Campbell. 

St. George's. — (Blank.) 

Penobscot. — (Blank.) 

Bristol,— (Blank.) 

Boothbay. — David Reed, Emerson. 

Pown alborough .—Timothy Langdon, Chairman ; Ebe- 
nezer Whitiier, Clerk ; John Getchell, John Huse, 
Timothy Parsons. 

Georgetown. — Dummer Sewall, John Wood. 

Brunswick. — Aaron Hinckley, Esq., Benjamin Stone. 

North Yarmouth. — Samuel Stanwood. 

Falstottth, C a sco Bay. — Hon. Jedediah Preble, Esquire, 
"Hon. Enoch Freeman, Esquire, Mr. Richard Codman, 
Capt. John Waite, Mr. John Butler, Mr. Samuel Free- 
maWf Mr. Benjamin Winslow. 

Berwick, in the County of York. — Hon. Benja. Chad- 
bourn, Esq., Mr. John Mill, Mr. Robert Furness. 

The Committee on the Account of Mr. Jabez Matthews, 
reported. The Report was accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and. he is here- 
by directed to pay Mr. Jabez Matthews, or order, the sum 
of thirty Pounds, nine Shillings, and eleven Pence, lawful 
rao"ney,~hi "Colony notes or bills of credit of this or. the 
other Governments, which are, by a Resolve of this Con- 
gress, Trade payable on the said Treasury, in discharge of 
an Account^xhTbitecf by him to this Congress, for the time 
and expense of himself and three persons on an embassy 
To C anada. And th e Committee of Supplies are hereby 
ordered. .to Jurnish Mr. Jabez Matthews with four pounds 
of Powderiforimnself and associates. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Resolve of 
the Committee of Safety relative to Whale-b,oats, reported. 
The.Report was recommitted. _ 

Afternoon. 

Mr. Kollock was appointed in the room of Major Good- 
win, on the Committee for making provision for theTecep- 
tion of.Generals Washington and Lee. 
- Ordered, That Colonel Mitchell deliver the two hundred 
and fifteen Spears, which he has procured for the use of the 
Army, to General Thomas at Roxbury. 

Ordered, That Dr. Taylor, Mr. Fox, and Capt. Brag- 
Jon, Be a Commiitee to bring in a Resolve, directing how 
the sick and wounded shall be removed to the Hospitals. 
" .: Thomas Rice, Esq., was appointed to swear the SoldieTS 
in the County of Lincoln, in the room of David Fales, 
Esquire. 

John Lee, Esq., was appointed to swear the Soldiers in 
theJDounty of Essex, and Rushworlh Jordan for the County 
of York, in addition to those already appointed. 

A Petition from the Selectmen of Men don read, and the 
Petitioners had leave to withdraw their Petition. ."'"". 

The Committee appointed to consider how the Soldiers 
shall be supplied with Coats, reported; and Tuesday next, 
at nine o'clock, A. M., was assigned to consider. the Re- 
port.. '.".. .'"_" '." ".'.'." 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration "the 
Memorial from the Committee of Correspondence of the 
To wn of Sandwich , reported. The Committee were di- 
rected to bring in a Resolve to recommend the parties In 
said Petition mentioned, to leave the matters in dispute to 
arbitration. 

Major HawTey,^yy leave of Congress, brought in a Re- 
sol ve_ .directing the Receiver-General to" pay" out of the 
Treasury The Bills of Credit of the. other Colonies,: . The 
Resol ve was acc epted, and is as follows : . . : . 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General of this Colony be, 
and hereby is directed, as far as shall be in his power, to 
pay and satisfy any drafts and orders of this Congress, or 
of any person or^persons who are or shall be empowered 
by this Congress to draw on him for any sujjj ;or : semis 
whatsoever, in such Notes or Bills of Credit of any of the 



American Colonies, which, by a Resolution of this Con- 
gress, passed on the 28th day of June last, are made pay- 
able into the Treasury of this Colony, where such orders 
do not expressly direct the payment of either silver or 
gold. 

The Committee appointed to devise means for the better 
accommodation of the sick and wounded of the Colony 
Army, reported. The Report was accepted, and is as fol- 
lows, viz : 

In order that all the sick and wounded in the Army may- 
be provided for and taken care of in the best way and 
manner possible, 

Resolved, and it is hereby Ordered, That when any per- 
son in the Army is so ill, either by a wound or otherwise, 
that the Surgeon of the Regiment to which the sick or 
wounded person belongs finds that the sick or wounded as 
abovesaid cannot be properly taken care of in the Regi- 
ment to which he belongs, said Surgeon shall send the sick 
or wounded as abovesaid to the hospital provided for the 
use of the camps to which they belong, and a certificate of 
the man's name, and the Company and Regiment to which 
be belongs ; and in that case the Surgeon of the said hos- 
pital shall receive said sick or woundejL under his care; 
and in case said hospital shall become too full, in that case 
the Surgeon of said hospital shall send such of his patients 
as may with safety be removed to the hospital in Water- 
iown, and a certificate setting forth the man's name, and 
what Company and Regiment each of them belong to ; and _ 
in that case the Surgeon of the Watcrtown Tiospital shall 
receive said sick or wounded under his care. 

Ordered, That a copy of the last-mentioned Resolvfl 
be sent to Generals Ward and Thomas. : 

The Report of the Committee upon the AccounLof Mr. 
Paul Revere, was considered, and not accepted. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Mr. Dexter, and Mr. 
Pickering, be a Committee to draw up a Resolve to be 
prefixed to the Addresses to Generals Washington and 
Lee. [Resolve not recorded.] 

" To his Excellency George Washington, Esq., General, 
and, Cqmmjander-in-Chie.f of the Continental Army: 

" May it please your_Excellency : The Congress of 
the. Massachusetts Colony, impressed with every sentiment 
of gratitude and respect, beg leave to congratulate you on 
yoursafe. arrival, and tcrwish you all imaginable happiness 
and success in the execution of your elevatecTstation. 

"While we applaud that attention to the publick good 
manifested in your appointment, we" equally admire that 
disinterested virtue and distinguished patriotism which alone 
could call you frgm thos.e enjoyments of domestick life, 
which a sublime and majily taste, joined with a most afflu- 
ent fortune, can afford, to hazard your life, and endure the 
fatigues of war i.n_ the defence of the rights of mankind 
and the good of your Country. 

" The laudable zeal lor the common _cause_of America, 
and compassion for. the distressesof this..CoIony, exhibited 
by the great despatch made in your journey hither, fully- 
justify the universal satisfaction we h_aYe_w]th_ pleasure ob- 
served on this occasion, and are promising presages that the 
great expectatloni formed .from your personal character and 
military abilities, "are well founded. 

" We wish you may have found such regularity and dis- 
cipline already established in the Army, as may be agree- 
able to your expectaiions. The Hurry with whicrTTf was 
necessarily collected, and the many disadvantages arisng 
from a suspension of Government, under which we have 
raised and endeavoured to regulate the F orces of t his Co- 
lony, have rendered it a work oT tune ; and though - Tn a 
great measure effected, the completion of so difficult, and 
at the same tinteiso necessary a task, is reserved to your 
Excellency; and we doubt not wjJITje properlyconsidered 
and attended to, " . .,_.., '""^.Z-T.-J-- 1 ._--'.. 

"We would riot presume to presenbe to your Excellency, 
buLsapposing you would choose to be informed of the gene- 
ral charact er oTth e soldiers who compose the Army, beg 
leave to represent, that the greatest part or them have not 
befo.re:se;eErBer.vice ; and although naturally brave and of 
good understanding, yet, for want of experience in military 
life, have but little knowledge ordivers things most essen- 
tial. to. the preservation of health, and even life. The 
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youth of the Army are not possessed of the absolute ne- 
cessity of cleanliness in their dress and lodging, continual 
exercise, and strict temperance, to preserve them from dis- 
eases frequently prevailing in camps, especially among 
those who, from their childhood, have been used to a labo- 
rious life. 

" We beg leave to assure you that this Congress will, at 
all times, be ready to attend to such requisitions as you 
may have occasion to make to us, and to contribute all the 
aid in our power to the cause of America, and your happi- 
ness and ease in the discharge of the duties of your exalted 
office. 

J'We most fervently implore Almighty God, that the 
blessings of Divine Providence may rest on you ; that 
your head may be covered in the day of battle ; that every 
ne£t?ssary assistance may be afforded ; and that you may 
be long continued in life and health, a blessing to jnan- 
kjn.d." 

His Excellency's Answer. 

" Gentlemen : Your kind congratulations on my ap- 
pointment and arrival, demand my warmest acknowledg- 
ments, and will ever be retained in grateful remembrance. 

" In exchanging the enjoyments of domestick life for the 
duties of my present honourable but arduous station, I only 
emulate the virtue and publick spirit of the whole Province 
of the Massachusetts-Bay, which, with a firmness and palrioT- 
isTJT with out exam ple in modern history, have sacrificed all 
the comforts of social and political life, in support of .the 
* fights of maakind _and the welfare of our common Country, 
My highest ambition is to be the happy instrument of vin- 
dicating those rights, arid to see this devoted Province 
tgaiirresToJed to peace, liberty, and safety. 

J* The short space of. time which has elapsed since my 
arrival^ does not permitTne to decide upon the state of the 
Army. The course of human affairs forbids an expectation 
that troops formed under such circumstances, should at 
once possess the order, regularity, and discipline of vete- 
rans. Whatever deficiencies there may be, will, I doubt 
not, soon be made up by the activity and zeal of. the. offi- 
cers, and the docility and obedience of the men. These 
qualities, united with tbeifTiaiive bravery arrd spirit, will 
a*fford a happy presage of success, and put a final period to 
those distresses which now overwhelm this once happy 
_ country. 

"I most sincerely thank you, gentlemen, for your decla- 
ration of readiness at all times to assist me in the discharge 
of the duties of my station ; they are so complicated and 
extended, that I shall need the assistance of every good 
man tfnd Ipver of his Country. - 1 therefore repose the ut- 
most confidence in youi'Vids.. _ 

. " In return for your affectionate wishes. to myself, permit 
..me to say that I earnestly implore that Divine Being, in 
whose bands are a]J human events, to make~yotrnn;d your 
constituents as_ distinguished in publick and private happi- 
ness, as" yon have been by Ministerial oppression and pri- 
vate and publick distress. Geohge Washinigtont" 

" Tq the Honourable Charles Lee, Esq., Major- General 

* i$pf the Continental Army: 

"Sir : The Congress of the Massachusetts Colony, pos- 
sessed of the fullest evidence of your attachment to the 
rights of mankind, and regard to the distresses, whjch^me- 
rica in general, and this Colony in particular, are involved, 
by the impojitick, wicked, and tyrarririck system. .adopted 
by Administration, and pursued with relentless and savage 
fury, do with pleasure embrace this opportunity to.express 
the great satisfaction and gratitude th\ey feel on your ap- 
pointment as aJMajor-General in the American Army. We 
si ncerely congratulate you on your safe arrival here, and 
wish youall possible happiness and. success in the execu- 
tion of so important a trust. 

" "_We ad mire ._and r espect the character of a man who, 
disregar ding the allur ements of profit and distinction his 
merit might procure, engages in the cause of mankind, in 
defence of the injured, and relief of the oppressed. From 
your character, from your great abilities an d milit ary expe- 
rience, united with those of the ComrrraTidj = tirHC_riief, un- 
der the smiles of Providence, we flatter ourselves, with the 
prospect of discipline and order, success.and victory. 

--" Be assured^Sir, that it will give us great pleasure to 
be able to contribute to your happiness. May the. favours 
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and blessings of Heaven attend you. May Divine Provi- 
dence guard and protect you, conduct you in the paths of 
honour and virtue, grant you the reward of the brave and 
virtuous here, the applauses of mankind, and the approba- 
tion of your own conscience, and eternal happiness here- 
after." 

His Honour's Answer. 

"To the Gentlemen of the Provincial Congress of the 

Massachusetts"! ~"~~ '~~'~~~~ 
" Gentlemen : Nothing can be so flattering to me as 
the good opinion and approbation of the Delegates of a 
free and uncorrupt people, 1 was educated in the highest 
reverence for the rights of mankind, and have acquired, by 
a long acquaintance, a most particular regard for the people 

of America. ' ' _'7...„. _"."...-_. 

" You may depend, therefore, gentlemen, on my zeal 
and integrity. I can promise you nothing from my abili- 
ties. Gqd Almighty grant us success equal to the right- 
eousness of the cause. * " —-.-■»—--■■ 

" I thank you, gentlemen, for an address which does me 
so much honour," and shall labour to deserve it." 

Ordered, That the sumof fifty Pounds be paid to Mr. 
Paul Revere, in full for engraving four Plates and printing 
14,500 impressions ; and that Mr. Langdon bring in a Re- 
solve for that purpose. - 

Ordered, That Mr. Phillips, Colonel Grout, and Mr. 
Crane, be a Committee to devise ineans_fbr_supporting the 
Poor of the Towns of Boston and {Charlestown, to the 
places of their destination. _ "_.. _:: I_ -. 

Ordered, That the Committee for procuring and fur- 
nishing a house for Generals Washington and Lee, be di- 
rected to purchase what things are necessary that they 
Cannot hire. 

Ordered, That Mr. Goodwin and Colonel Richmond 
be added to the Committee last mentioned. 

Ordered, That the last-mentioned Committee be direct- 
ed to procure some refreshments for the Generals Wash- 
ington and Lee. - 

Mr, Langdon. agreeable to order, brought in the follow- 
ing Resolve ; which was accepted, viz: 

Resolved, That there Be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury of this Colony, to Mr. Paul Rever e, or orde r, the sunj 
of fifty Pounds, in full Tor procuring and engraving four 
Plates and printing 14,500 impressions of Colony Notes; 
and the Receiver-General, is hereby directed to pay the 
same sum accordingly. 

The Committee appointed to consider of means for se- 
curing sundry Whale-Boats procured for the use of this 
Colony, and now lying at Weymouth and Braintree, beg 
leave to report, that Captain Edmund Soper, of Braintree, 
be empowered to take charge of the same, and with the 
assistance of Captain Seth Turner's and Captain Vinton's 
Companies, (now posted in Braintree,) convey and secure. . 
them in some safe and. convenient place, where they will 
not be exposed either to the enemy or the weather ; and 
there to remain until the further order of tbisjjr some fu- 
ture. Congress, or House of Representatives. 

Adjourned till eight o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Sabbath Day," July 2,1 775. "■'- 

Ordered, That Mr. Bliss and Mj'Cutt be of the Com- 
mittee for devising means for the support of the Poor of the 
Towns of Boston and Charlestown, to the places of their 
destination, in the room of Mr. Phillips and Mr. Crane. 

The Report of the. Committee. for se curing the Lamps 
of the. Light- Houses, was read and accepted, and is as fol- 
lows, viz: '" " "\7 ' ''T'.'.'T'-^r^ZZ^ZI,,-'- 

The Comnijtteejjppointed to consider the expediency 
of removing and securing the Lamps, with the Oil, fee, 
from the several Light-Houses within this Colony, have 
attended that service, and beg leave to report as follows, 
viz::_ .That iLhe reeornrDHjded to the Cpmrjnittsejf. Corres- 
pondence, or Selectjnen^of.theTown of Chelsea, to remove 
and secure (if practicable) the Lamps and Oil from the 
Light-House at the ^entrance of Boston Harbour, with all 
the appurfenarlces thereunto belonging; also, that it bere- 
comrnended to the Gornmittee. jLSafety of the Town of 
Gloucester, that tlie "same measures be . taken_with, respect 
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to theJLight-Houses on Thatcher's Island, so called ; and 
that the keeper of said Lights, with the several Boats, 
Cattle, Sic., be also removed from thence. Furthermore, 
that it be recommended to the Committee of Correspond- 
ence for the Town of Plymouth, to remove and secure the 
Lamps, Oil, &,c, from the Light-House at the Gurnet, so 
called, with all the appurtenances thereunto belonging; 
and that_the_ keepers of the several Light-Houses as above 
specified, be discharged from the service of this Colony, 
till the further order of this or some future Congress or 
House of Representatives. 

Ordered, That three copies of the last mentioned Report 
be sent to the places in said Report mentioned ; and that 
the Committee who drew the Report forward the copies. 

Ordered, That Doctor Taylor, Mr. Pickering, and Mr. 
Greenleaf be a Committee to write to Mr. Russell, desi- 
ring him to pay the money due from him Jo the .Treasury 
immediately. 

The Petition of Joseph Barrett, for himself and others, 
was read, and ordered to be filed. The Petition is as fol- 
lows, vizj 
" To the Honourable Provincial Congress, now sitting at 

Watertown : -■_-■ .-.----. 

"The Petition of Joseph Barrell, late of Boston, hum- 

n _L~_'--, bly sheweth : 

" That in the fire in Boston, which began in the soldiers' 
Barracks on the evening of the 17th of May last,* his store, 
together with his effects, to a very considerable amount, 
were consumed. 

"'"Your petitioner humbly apprehends that" this loss is 
entirely owing to the present unhappy times, occasioned 
by the cruel oppression of the British Administration ; 
as, at the general desire of the friends of the Country, he 
rernwed with his. family from Boston, that scene of dis- 
trelsTTnd by the chicanery of General. Gage, was pre- 
vented from carrying his effects with him, as he, with his 
distressed townsmen, were shamefully deceived by the fair- 
est promises of a speedy removal, with their effects, with- 
out molestation, until the end of the capitulation on the side 
of the General, was fully answered ; and then; they were 
insulted by the most cruel perversion of that comprehen- 
sive plain English word, effects, confining it to a few trifles, 
which,' when .suffered to depart, were clogged with such 
restri ctio ns asTvill forever disgrace him. But notwithstand- 
ing all this, still your petitioner had been, safe, in all proba- 
- bifity7TiaTlK>r the General, by an order as extraordinary as 
new, secured from the inhabitants the fire-engines, "and 
given the use of them to his Troops, whereby, as your 
petitioner is informed, it was a veTyconsiderable time be- 
fore they wereTn use "at all, and then conducted with such 
COTisTfrnfnfFe" ignorance as to be of no service, in which 
time the flames raged to that degree that no human help 
could prevent them. And your petitioner is further in- 
formed, that some of his effects.savedf.rom the fire by his 
friends, were afterwards destroyed by the savage order of 
the Officers of the Army. 

".Whereupon, your petitioner humbly hopes that his case, 
together with the case of his fellow-sufferers, may, by this, 
hono urable Con gress, be represented to the Grand Cqn.ti-. 
tiejUaLCongress, that they, in their great wisdom, may take 

* The following is an account of the late fire which begun in the 
Barrack", uiiilcr the arch formerly improved by Benjamin and Edward 
j )gtus , about half past eigrUTo'croek of the evening of the 17th of May. 
The" sol diers w ere roce ivihg somercartridges, by which means one took 
fire and co mmun icated to many more, which [immediately set fire to 
the room. List of Stores burned : ^ ..... .._...,. . _,,,,,. 

John Hancock, store and shed ; Thomas Fayerweaiher, do. ; Benja- 
min Andrews, 2 do., one of his was improved by B. and W, Foster; 
Edward Gray, 1 do., Town Dock, south side; Joseph Barrell, 1 do,; 
JoKhlHead, 1 do. ; Jonathan Williams, I do., with 50 barrels of flour, 
(donation); Kylson and Barton, 1 do.; Andrew Black, 1 do.; Nathan. 
Tel Carey, 1 do. and shed; Alexander Hill, 1 do, . and shed ; James 
Russell, Impost Office; John Soley, 1 store; John Swaizer, 1 do., 3 
do., at the end of Town. Dock; 6 stores and a .cooper's shop, owned by 
Eliakim Hutchinson, joining the Town Dock', improved as barracks ; 
1 stove between, formerly improved by Mr. Elias Thomas, sail-maker ; 2 
s tores leading down to the Barracks, improved by Grant and Webster 
and William Blair; Thomas Brattles ^gh_ed hjciyled .down to. stop the 
fire;*! store opposite~Svv_ing Bridge, owneslby TKotnasHFaye'rweather, 
"HaA arejhe" ncjtTo i Mr. Hancock's not burned; I.stareT jwiproved by 
Ellis Gray, which makes the .corner jorhvhg iq Mr. ffancack's_riot 
burned,. _Tt.o stores on the Town Dock weTe chiefly owned By those 
ge~ntlerneTi""wTio kept them. .._.... — .:^.:;._ :.;..._.: 

""■"jr.~B7 Instead of ringing the. bells_as_usual, the soldiers "beat to arms, 
by winch means our piSipTe were in ^great confusion, not being used to 
such, signals in time of fire. . . — - 



such measures as to them shall seem fit to alleviate their 
sufferings ; and that what is thus destroyed in the general 
cause, may not fall so very heavy on any individual. And 
your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, &tc. 

"Joseph Barrell." 

" June, 1775." 

The Letter of Mr. Alexander Shepard, Junior, to the . 
Committee of Safety, was read, and is as follows, viz : 

" July 2, 1775. 
" To Mr. Edward Durant, one of the Committee of 
Safety, Cambridge : 

" Sir : I was engaged by His Majesty's Surveyor-Gene- 
ral to make out an accurate draught of the late Proyince 
in Maine, and return the same to him in New-Jersey as 
soon as finished ; which plan^I completed in March last, 
and should have sent it to him, and Jjeyond doubt have re- 
ceived his return before this day. But realizing the distress 
into which my country is involved, by the gigantick strides 
of a (worse than Nero) tyrant, feared that I might, per- 
haps inadvertently, render service by my draught to the 
enemies of mankind, delayed my transmit ting the same as 
at first proposed. _But if_ it shojiH i>e thopght that" g iving 
it up would not be attended witlv any iTrconsequences, I 
shaTF be extremely glad to "Be permitted, as thereby I may 
be put into possession of what perhaps I may never recover 
hereafter,. . . -...._ . ; ■_ : _.__^_^. -,- : ^^^ _■-- ..^. 

" Sir, as you areoneof the Committee of Safety, in whose 
department it is Jo determine,.! beg you, at sorhelime when' 
the leisure of the honourable Committee. wil_L admit, to 
move for a consideration of tjie premises, which, Sir, isTi 
matter of weightwith, "STr^your very^ humble and most . 
obedient servant, A lex. Shepard , Jun." 

" N. B. The purport is to know jhe Commktee'j.mjnd, 
whether he shall send the old original draught of Holland, 
and his, said Shepard's draught, to said Holland, (who is 
a tory,) or whether he shall not. Sai d Ho lland is a Coun- 
sellor of Quebeck, but now resident in the Jersey sP 

[The Committee of Safely desired me to re port, that 
they think it not prudent to send forward the papers; but 
think the affair so important as FcTdeserye to be laid before 
Congress, . T .. E. Duran t.] 

The Report of the Committee for devising means for _ 
the support of the Poor of Boston and^CharlesioWP > to the 
places of their destination, was read and accepted, and is 
as follows: _: r: j:_^i_.iz~:i~zzz^jz:~ 

Whereas, it is necessary that further provision be made 
for the suffering Poor oflhe Towns of Boston and Charles- 
toivn; therefore, 

Resolved, That such person or persons as shall produce 
a certificate from any or either of the Selectmen or Over- 
seers of the Poor of the said Towns, thafTbey are of the 
Poor of the Town to which i.lhe said Selectmen or Over- 
seers do or did in March last belong, that then the Commis- 
saries in the Towns of Watertownrxnd Rpxbury are hereby 
directed to deliver out of the Province stores to them a 
sufficiency of provisions to carry them fo the place of their 
destination, the Commissary to. tJ3<e "a receipt from such 
Selectmen or,OveTseers tTierefor, And it is recomtnended to 
the inhabitants of this Proyincej to t reat su ch Poor with 
humanity, by affording them sh"elre"r~in their houses from 
the weather; and, if desired, to e xchange such provisions 
with" them as said Poor may Tiave eccasron for on th eir w ay. 
Ordered, That the foregoing Resolve be published in 
the Watertown, Cambridge, and Worcester Newspapers^ 

Adjourned to four o'clock, P. M. 

At four o'clock, P. M., the Congress met, and adjourn- 
ed to Monday morning, eight o'clock. 

'T: TfonlayVJuTy' 3, 1775, 
Ordered, That the Committ ee of S afejy, who were ap- 
pointed a Committee tOake into - consideration the expe- 
diency of a new emission of Notes or Bills of Credit, be 
directed jp_sltjind . report as soon as possible. 

' ^Resolved, That the Resolve of the_lst_in_stant, ordering 
the Rules anil Regulations oTihe Army to be read monThly, 

be reconsidered. ,,._ ==s=a ..^.. . .. _i . 

• Resolved, That the Receiver-General be directed to pay 
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to Mr. Josiah Stevens the sum of two Pounds, in Colony 
Notes or Bills of Credit, (payable to said Receiver,) for 
his services in bringing a number of Letters to this Congress 
taken out of a vessel from London. 



Afternoon. 

A Vote of the Congress of New- Hampshire was read ; 
and Messrs. Child and Ashley, the bearers thereof, were 
admitted on the floor. They produced a Letter from 

Messrs. Buckman and Wales, to Colonel Bayley,o( New- I- am determined J will withdraw myself from the 
Hampshire, and his answer. an d will have nothing farther to do with it. 



best manner. But I find, gentlemen, my judgment in these 
matters is of little weight with you ; it seems not necessary 
to consult me in it. Though I must have the trouble of 
teaching every one under me the knowledge necessary for 
the service, you have been pleased to revise the plan I 
gave you ; that, no doubt, you have a right to do. But be 
assured, gentlemen, if I must have no judgment, and am 
not to be consulted in these matters, but must have persons 
transposed and imposed upon me without consulting me, 

Army, 



Ordered, That Mr. Dexter, Colonel Lincoln, Doctor 
Church, Mr. Pitts, and Captain Bragdon, be a Committee 
to confer with Messrs. Child and Ashley, from the Prov- 
incJTof Neio-Hampshire. 

~ Ordered, That the addition of the words " Overseers of 
the Poor" be added to the Resolve of yesterday, respecting 
the Poor of the Towns of Boston and Charlestown. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cutt, Colonel Farley, and Colonel 
Dwight, be a Committee to take into consideration the 
Petition of Thomas Morton. 

" Ordered, That a Letter for Thomas Irving, Esquire, 
be opened, and ordered to be committed to the Committee 
who were to take under consideration what should be done 
with the Letters from London. 

The Petition of the Selectmen of Abington was read, 
and committed to Colonel Mitchell, Mr. Lothrop, and Mr. 
Ellis. The Petition is as follows, viz : 

" To the Honourable Provincial Congress now sitting at 
•• ~ ' VVateetown : 
" The Petition of us, the subscribers, humbly sheweth, 
that there are now forty persons got into the Town of 
Abington, who were partakers of the donations while they 
resided in the Town of Boston, and are in want of support. 
Bread corn is an article that is very scarce and dear among 
us; and as your petitioners are credibly informed there js 
a large quantity of corn, bread, flour, &c, sent to the Town 
of Da rtmout h, and there stored, being a donation for the 
poor of Boston, your petitioners therefore humbly pray this 
hon ourabiejCgn gress would please to give orders that" we 
draw our proportion out of said donation, according to the 
number of persons we have to support, Which shall be 
faithfully dealt out to them according to their respective 
wants an d necessities . This your "petitioners, as in duty 
bound, shall every pray. 

. " Joshua Howe 
" Benj. Bates, Jr 

"Abington, July 3, 1775." 

Major Goodwin, who was appointed to bring in a Re- 
solve for directing the Committee of Supplies to furnish 
the Non-Commissioned Officers who Jost their clothes and 
blankets in the late engagement, with clothes and blankets, 
reported. The Report was accepted, and is as follows: 

Whereas, in consequence of a Letter from" General 
Ward, provision was made by a Resolve of this Congress 
for Private Soldiers who hadjost their clothes and blankets 
in a late engagement, but no provision was made for Non- 
Commissioned Officers in similar circumstances; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be, and they 
hereby are directed to furnish said Non-Commissioned Offi- 
cers wit.h Clothes and Blankets, in such manner and form as 
they were directed by said Resolve to supply said Privates. 

Adjourned to Tuesday morning, eight o'clock. 

-■-'-■-— - -;-- Tuesday, July 4, 1775." 

Ordered^ That the Honourable the President, Honour- 
able Major TTaivley, and Mr. Greenleaf, be a Committee 
to prepare a" Letter to Governour Trumbull, desiring htm 
to forward to this, Colony, as soon as may be, whatever 
Flour may arrive at Connecticut, for the use of the Army. 

A Letter from Colonel Gridle.y was read, and ordered 
to lie !_pn lhe__table. The Letter is as follows, viz: " 

. - , . "" "Cambridge;, July 3, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: Some time since you; desired me to 
ma ke a r eturn o f proper persons for field-officers for the 
Regiment of Artillery. Accordingly, after mature consi- 
deration, I made a return, which Ithought if complied witn 
would be the most likely means to serve the country in the 



> Selectmen of 
., J Abington. 



" I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant, 

" Richard Gridlef, 
" To the Honourable Provincial Congress." 

Ordered, That Mr. Pickering, Mr. Partridge, and Mr. 
Goodwin, be a Committee to prepare a Letter to General 
Washington, informing him of the provision this Congress 
has made for the sick and wounded of the Army. 

An Account of Ephraim Fenno was read, and commit- 
ted to Mr. Wheeler, Mr. Jewett, and Colonel Dwight. 

Ordered, That Asa Barns and other Officers of Col. 
Woodbridge's Regiment, recommended by the Committee 
of Safety, be commissioned, agreeable to the recommenda^ 
tion of said Committee. 

The Committee on the Petition of the Selectmen of 
Abington, reported verbally, that the matter respecting the 
Donations for the Poor of 'Boston, be considered at large.. 

Ordered, That Colonel Mitchell, C,apta\n~Sione, Mr. 
Kollocli, Colonel Jones, and Mr. Crane, be a Committee 
far .that purpose. 

Ordered, That Mr. Johnson, Mr. 'Fairfield, and Mr. 
Crane, be a Committee to examine the Accounts of those 
persons who were empowered to procure Arms for the use 
of the Colony Army. 

The Committee on the "Petition of Thomas Morton, re-' 
ported. The Report was ordered to lie on the_tablejbr 
the present. 

A Resolve of the Committee relative to the Goo ds of 
Thomas Hutchinson, Esq., and others, hid in and about 
Milton, was read, and committed to Major Bliss, Colonel 
Grout, and Mr. Crane. ; _ 

Resolved, That three o'clock, P. M., be assigned for 
the choice of some gentleman to serve on the Committee of 
Supplies, in the room of Mr. Vose, who declines serving. 

Ordered, That Mr. Jewett, Mr7 Lo throp, Captain 
Thatcher, Colonel Jones, Mr. Wheeler, CohneiFarley, 
and Mr. Cross, be a Committee to consider the expediency 
of making a Draw-Bridge of the bridge at Cambridge, 
agreeable to the request of General Washington; and that 
said Committee be directed tosit for thwith. 

At the request of General Washington, communicated 
by Mr. Gill, . . ' ' . * ._ __.';. 

Resolved, That no more commissio ns fo r th e present be 
delivered to any Officers of the Colony 'Army, those em- 
ployed more particularly for the protection of the sea- 
coasts, excepted. __..,_.-.__-., :; .. ^-:-_^ i= ., . „. 

The Resolve 1 relative to furnishing the r Soldiers with 
Coats, was considered, and recommitted for amendme nt. 

Ordered, That Mr. Partridge, Mr. Fickerlng^and Dr 
Taylor, be a Committee to fiensuie_rjn what manner the " 
late inhabitants of the Town of Boston may "choose Mem- 
bers to represent that Town m the next General Assembly 
of this Colony. "~ ." """-". .-"-. ',-.-- .'-~ "■'.- "-'".'. '..-. 

Resolved, That the Committee loL Supplies ITe, and 
hereby are directed to supply the Rev. Mr. Go rdon with 
a gootl Horse, louse during his service as a Chaplain to 
this. Congress. ~~ "™: 

Ordered, That Doctor Taylor, Doctor Church^nd Mr. 
Johnson, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve appointing 
Doctor Andrew Craigie a Commissary of Medical Stores" 
and that said Committee be directed to consider what is a 
proper establishment for his pay. 

Afternoon 

A recommendation from the Committee of Safety rela- 
tive to an Indian's lraving a Horse, read, and committed to 
Doctor Taylor, Mr. Partridge, and Mr. Glover. 
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Ordered, That Captain Brown, Captain Parker, and 
Mr. Richmond, be a Committee to sort and count the votes 
for a Member of the Committee of Supplies, in the room 
of Major Vose; and Captain Partridge was chosen in the 
room of Major Vose. 

Ordered, That the Committee for making out Commis- 
sions be directed to make out a Commission for Samuel 
Brewer, as Adjutant-General, and date it the day of his 
appointment. 

The Committee appointed to write a Letter to Goveni- 
our Trumbull, reported. The Report was read, and or- 
dered to be recommitted for additions and amendments. , 

Ordered, That any three of the Committee of Supplies, 
of whicirMr. Gill lobe one, in the absence of Mr. Cheever, 
be a quorum to do business. 

"The Committee upon the Letter relative to the Indian's 
havTngaHorse, reported. The Report was accepted, and 
is as follows, viz : 

Resolved, That a small Horse, taken by Henries Vom- 
havi from Noddle's Island, be granted to the said Henries 
for his ovvnjuse, to encourage his further .brave conduct and 
good behaviour in camp. 

- Ordered, That Col. Spaulding, Mr. Woo dbridge, and 
Mr, Johnson, be a Committee to take under consideration 
the sufferings of Abraham Nimham. 

Ordered, That Mr. Glover, Doctor Taylor, and Col. 
Grout, be on the Committee of Conference with the Mem- 
bers from New- Hampshire, in the room of Mr. Pitts, Col. 
Lincoln, and Captain Bragdon. 

Ordered. That Mr. Bent be on the Committee for the 
Abington Petition, in the room of Doctor Jones, 

Ordered, That the President, Mr. Langdon, and Major 
Bliss, be ~a Committee to ta*ke into consideration the con- 
duct of the people of Nantucket, and report what is expe- 
dient to be done with respect to them, . . 

Ordered, That Mr. Wheelock, with Letters from the 
Congress of New- Hampshire, be admitted upon the floor. 

Ordered, That Doctor Church, Mr, Hopkins, and Major 
Bliss, be a Committee to introduce Mr, Wheelock ; and also 
to deliver a copy of the Letter from New-Hampshire to his 
Excellency Gen. Washington; and also to draw an Answer 
fo the Letter from New- Hampshire, which is as follows : 
■-■- : ---~---+ "Exeter," July 3, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: We take the earliest opportunity to 
communicate, to you some intelligence we have just re- 
ceived from Canada, by the way of Mr. Dean, a Mission- 
ary, lately come from that country. We enclose copies of 
t\TO7Te[teIs~from Doctor Wheelock, arid a Committee in 
HlinojieV.~^irW]ieelock arid Colonel Beetle, who will 
ta ferclTgrg elniliiJfwilllie able to give you, perhaps, some 
furth er "part icuTa rs . 

" We wish to have, as soon as possible, your judgment 
oji tlj&jpjjtter, and sha ll probably defer acting until we hear 
from you. If any plan of operation towards, or In Canada, 
is'imtabTe, we wish to act in concert with you and the other 
Colonies" in jhe neighbourhood- 
-*' We trust we shall not be backward in exerting our- 
selvegjp tjie common defence ; but would act with caution 
in a matter of importance. 

" We are, with respect, gentlemen, your friends and 
brothers in the common cause. 

" In the name and by order of the Congress: 

" Matthew Thornton, President. 

"" To the Honourable Congress of the Colony of Mqssa- 
*^%«s e( ts- Bay ." 

The^eport of the Committee upon the Account of Mr, 
White, was accepted, and is as follows, viz: ; . __. . 
-■--The Committee appointed to consider Accounts trans- 
rfiitted to t his Co ngress by the Committee of jS.afety, beg 
leSye jo report by way of Resolve, that William White be 

Said the sum of six Pounds, lawful money, for service 
one by said William White by ordef of the.Cornmittee of 
Safety ; and that the Receiver-General be directed to pay 
said sum to the said William White. 

The Committee appointed to write to Governour Trum- 
bull, .reported. The Report was read and accepted, and 
is as follows, viz : . 



May it please yotjh Honour : Your favour of the 27th 
June we received, and heartily thank you for the informa- , 
tiori therein given us. The arrival of the flour from New- 
York to Norwich, gives us great pleasure, as we stand in 
need of large supplies of that commodity. We request 
your Honour to give orders that the same may be forward- 
ed as soon as possible to our Committee of Supplies at 
Watertown; and any further quantities that may arrive 
hereafter, we desire may be sent Immediately upon its arri- 
val, to the same Conitnittee ; almost all the grain in this 
Colony being already brought in, and our stock not equal 

to the demands for bread, ._ .__ _ _._ 

■ We have the pleasure. to be .ablejo ..acquaint your Hon- 
our, that Generals Washington ancTXee, with Mr. Mifflin, 
Aid-de-Carnp to General Washington, arrived at Cambridge 
last Sabbath, in good health, a little" al'ter"fwelve o'clock at 
noon, and have great reason to expect, from their known 
characters, and their activity and vigilance already discover- 
ed, that their presencein the Army will be attended with 
most happy consequences; ,~ _ ~ ~:~ 77 7~ 

.Our camps at Cambridge and Roxbury are daily putting 
on a more defensible appearance. The health of our army 
is as general as we could expect. Several privates in the 
Cambridge Camp were last week taken down with the 
small-pox, but we have__great reason to hope that the pre- 
cautions taken on this occur rence wi lT, lay the Divine bless- 
ing, prevent the spreading of that distemper in the camp. 

We are, with the greatest respectj your Honour's most 
obedient humble servants. .. __. 

Ordered, That Colonel Grout, Mr. Langdon, and Dr. 
Taylor, be a Committee to .take, into consideration the Let- 
ter from Mr. Shepard, "relative to the Eastern Plans of 
the Sea-Coasts. . _ .. __ 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for ap- 
pointing Mr- Craigie Medical Commissary, reported. It 
was.readj and is as follows, viz: 

- Resolved, That Mr, Andrew Craigie be, and he is here- 
by appointed, a Medjcai _Cj>QimJ!^a"ry and Apothecary for 
the Massacliusetis Army r ; and that said Craigie be allowed 
five Pounds. per month for his services as abovesaid. 

Ordered, That theCommittee for making out Commis- 
sions, make out a Warrant for Mr. Craigie, Medical Com- 
missary, '"■ ■ .-."" "■- ■■-■.-:_-— -7:—:. —-.-.-v. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
loss of Indian Nimham, reported. The Report was read 
and accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

The Committee appointed to consider the losses of 
Abraham Nimham, in his journey to Caughnawaga, in 
carrying a message to the Indians, beg leave to report by 
way of Resolve, that the said Abraham Nimham be paid 
the sum of thirty-six Shillings, lawful money; and that 
the Receiver-General, be .directed jo^ pay the said sum to 
Jahleel Woodbridge, Esquire, and lie lo "account with? the 
said Abraham Nimham. 

Resolved, That this Congress will attend to matters of 
the greatest importance, that they may finish the business, 
arid .dissolve some time. before the sitting of the General 
Court. _ _ 

Ordered, That the matter con tained in a Resolve of 
thi Committee of Safety, relating to the effects oT Refu- 
gees, being hefore provided for by this Congress, subside. 

Adjourn.ed to Wednesday morning, eight o'clock. 

- _-•--_ -Wednesday, July 5, 1775. 

A Letter from William Tollman, of Dartmouth, was 
read, and committed to the Committee appointed to con- 
sider at large of the Donations for the Poor of Boston. 

The Report of the Committee on t he Petition of Tho- 
mas Mor/onwas^ read, and accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

The Committee appointed to consider the Memorial of 
Thomas Morton, beg leave to "report, "by way of Resolve: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the Memorial be granted, 
and that William Powell, Esquire, late of Boston, have 
leave to export one thousand quintals of Jamaica old Cod- 
Fish to the West-Indiss, and that the Committee of Co r-., 
respondenee in. NewMryport see that the said William 
Powell, Esquire, strictly complies with the Resolutions of 
the Continental and ,PjpY.incjal Congresses. 
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Ordered, That Mr. Greenleaf, Colonel Richmond, Dr. 
Taylor, Mr. Glover, and Captain Holmes, be a Committee 
to wait upon General Washington, to inform him that this 
Congress have it in contemplation to rise this week, and to 
know if he has any matter to lay before the Congress. 

A list of Surgeons and Mates who have been examined 
and approved of by a Committee of this Congress, was laid 
before the Congress, and read, and is as follows : 

Dr. Da vid J ones, Surgeon of Col. Gerrish's Regiment; 
Samuel Blanchard, Mate to Dr. Jones ; 
Dr. Aaron Putnam, Male in Colonel fry's Regiment ; 
Dr. Joseph Hunt, Mate to Dr. Joseph Foster, in the Cam- 
"'. bridge Hospital ; 

Dr. Jacob Bacon, as Mate in Col. Scammon's Regiment; 
Dr. Harris Clary Fridges, as Mate ; 
Dr. Edward Durant, Surgeon in Col. Mansfield's Reg't; 
^Josiah Harvey, as Mate in Colonel Felloivs's Regiment ; 
Dr. Abraham. Watson, Surgeon of Col. Gardner's Reg't; 
Dr. William Vinal, as Mate in Col. Gardner's Regiment ; 
Dr. John Georges, as Mate in Gen. Heath's Regiment; 
Dr. Isaac Spafford, Surgeon in Col. Nixon's Regiment ; 
Dr. John Croqker, Surgeon in Col. Scammon's Regiment ; 
Dr. Walter Hastings, Surgeon in Col. Bridge's Regiment ; 
Dr. Timothy Child, Surgeon of Col. Patterson's Reg't; 
Dr. Levi Willard, Surgeon of Col. Reed's Regiment; 
Dr. Daniel Parke r, Surgeon of Col. Walker's Regiment; 
JJLThomas Kitteridge, Surgeon of Col. Fry's Regiment. 

Thereupon, Ordered, That Warrants be made out for 
them, agreeable thereto. 

Resolved, That the Order of Congress relative to the 
date of the Warrants of the Staff Officers be so far recon- 
sidered, as that the Warrants for the Surgeons be dated 
the 28th of June, ultimo. 

Ordered, That the Committee who were appointed to 
deliver out Commissions to the Officers of the Army, be a 
. Commi ttee to prepare and lay before this Congress, a list of 
such as have been commissioned. 

A form of a Warrant for a Medical Commissary was 
read, and accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

" The Congress of the Colony of the MassachusEttS- 
-■^- 7 ^— — -r Bay to greeting: 

"We, being informed of your skill in Medicine, andre- 
posing especial trust and confidence in your ability^ and 
good conduct, do, by these presents, constitute and appoint 

you, the said , to be Medical Commissary and 

Apothecary to the Army raised by ibis Congress for the 
defence of this C°!°ny- You are therefore carefully and 
diligently to discharge the duty of a Medical Commissary 
and Apothecary in all things appertaining thereto, observing 
such orders and instructions as you shall from time to time 
receive frorn any your superiour officers, according to the 
rules and discipline established by said Congress, for which 
tlijs sliaU be your sufficient warrant* " 

"By order of the Congress: 

."■ 7 \" , . . . . President." 

Ordered, That Col. Smith, Mr. Plympton, Mr. Ellis, 
Mr. Bigelow, Deacon Stone, Captain Brown, Major 
Fuller, and Captain Stone, be a Committee to procure 
two hundred Axes, with helves, immediately", for tfie use 
of the Army, and when procured to forward tEetn imTTjeHir 
ately to General Washington, or his order, and lay before 
the Congress a list of the persons of whom they shall be 
pr ocoTed, with the price agreed on ; "god that the Commit- 
tee assure the persons of whom they may ptocuTe said 
Axes, that they shall be paid for as soon as the Congress 
carrmake provision therefor. , . ; 

The. Committee appointed to consider m what manner 
thlTIate inhabitants of the Town of Boston should choose 
Representatives, reported. The Report wag accepted, 
and is as follows, and was ordered to be sent imgiediately 
to Mr. William Cooper, viz: 

As it appears to this Congress fit and reasonable that the 
good people of the Town of Boston; though atpresent in 
a dispersed state, should have a just and equal representa- 
tion i.JQ, the great and General Assembly of this Colony, 
and as the choice of JRepresentatives for that purpose in 
legal town meeting, convened in the common and ordinary 
. wayris at present utterly impracticable ; therefore, 



Resolved, That Mr. William Cooper, Town Clerk of 
Boston, be, and he hereby is empowered and directed, by 
notifications under his hand in the several Newspapers, im- 
mediately to notify and give warning to the Freeholders and 
others, who were inhabitants of the said Town of Boston, 
and were qualified, according to law, to vote for Representa- 
tives in May, 1774, and are now dispersed, to assemble and 
meet at the Meeting-House in Concord, on Tuesday, the 
18th day of July instant, at three o'clock in the afternoon, 
then and there to elect and depute one or more Freehold- 
ers in said Town, according to the numbers limited by a 
law of this Colony, to serve for, and represent them in a 
great and General Court or Assembly, to be convened, 
held, and kept for the service of said Colony, until the day 
next preceding the last Wednesday of May next, if neces- 
sary, and no longer, at the Meeting-House in Watertown, 
upon Wednesday, the 19th instant, by nine o'clock in the 
forenoon, and so from day to day during their session or 
sessions. Hereof he is desired not to fail, and make return 
of this Resolve, with the name or names of the person and 
persons elected or deputed by a major part of the electors 
present unto the great and General Assembly, at the time 
and place above mentioned for its meeting. 

The Committee appointed the second instant to prepare 
a Letter to the Hon. James Russell, Esq., reported. The 
draught prepared was accepted, ordered to be signed by the 
President, and forwarded, and is as follows, viz : 

" Sir; The present necessity for cash is such, that it is 
necessary for this Congress to direct you to pay in to Henry 
Gardner, Esquire, Receiver-General of this Cojony, all the 
publick moneys in your hands or care, belonging to said 
Colony, without further delay. By order of Congress : 
" , President. 

" To the Hon. James Russell, Esq., of Dunstable." 

Ordered, That Captain Holmes, Captain Carpenter, 
Mr. Glover, Mr. Jewett, and Mr. Parker, be a Commit- 
tee to consider some method to prevent conveying intelli- 
gence to our enemies, and also to put a stop to supplying _ 
them with Provisions. - 
.The Committee appointed to consider the request of 
General Washington, relative to making a Draw-Bridge of 
the Bridge at Cambridge, reported. The Report was ac- 
cepted, and is as follows, viz: _ '._.. .L 

The Committee appointed to wait on his Excellency 
General Washington, relative to making the Bridge near 
Charles River, in Cambridge, a Draw-Bridge, have at- 
tended that service, and beg leave to report, that his 
Excellency suggested that he apprehends it to be of great 
importance that this business be immediately entered 
upon" ; also, he mentioned, that he did not intend the. pass- 
ing and repassing should be impeded. His Excellency 
recommends to the Congress the doing it, as they are the 
best judges of proper persons to be employed. His Ex- 
cellency hinted that it would be agreeable to him to be 
consulted as to the manner of its being done. 

Dummeb Jewett, per order. 

The same Committee being directed to bring in a Resolve 
relative to said Bridge, reported the following, which was 
accepted, viz : ..,*..■.- 

Whereas, his Excellency General Washington has sig- 
nified to this Congress his desire that the Bridge over 
Charles River, in Cambridge, should he made a Draw- 
Bridge, and that the Congress would see to the doing of it 
immediately; therefore, .7 , 

Resolved, That Captain Thatcher, Mr. Whittcmore, Mr, 
Temple, Mr. Cross, and Captain Parker, be a Committee 
to procure materials, and employ a suitable number of 
artificers for accomplishing the aforernentiqned business, 
agreeable to the direction of his Excellency General Wash- 
ington, the same to be done at the immediate expense of 
this Colony, and that the Committee render to this Con- 
gress, or some future House ol Representatn c, their ac- 
count of said expense. 

Resolved, That three o'clock in the afternoon be assign- 
ed JpLthe choice of some person to serve on the Commit- 
tee of Supplies, in the room of Mr. Partridge, who, at his 
request, lias been excused, and that in such choice^ the 
Members of the Congress may have liberty to vote for any 
person who_may not belong to the Congress. 
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The Committee appointed to consider of the Donations 
for the Poor of Boston, reported. The Report was re- 
committed. 

A Petition of Jonathan Brewer was read, and committed 
to Deacon Slickney, Doctor Taylor, and Col. Spaulding. 
The Petition is as follows, viz : 

" Cambridge, July 4, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: Whereas, a number of men that enlisted 
irrdifFerent Companies in my Regiment have, through the 
low artifice and cunning of several recruiting officers of 
different Regiments, re-enlisted into other Companies, 
being over-persuaded by such arguments as, that Colonel 
Brewer would nqtTbe commissioned, and that if they did 
not immediately join some other Regiment, they would be 
turned out of the service ; others were tempted with a pro- 
mise to have a dollar each to drink the recruiting officer's 
health ; others by intoxication of strong liquor ; by which 
means a considerable number have deserted my Regiment, 
as will be made to appear by the returns therefrom, as also 
the different Companies and Regiments they are re-enlist- 
ed into. In consequence of which my Regiment is, to the 
detriment of the service, considerably weakened ; therefore 
your petitioner humbly prays that the honourable Congress 
will take this matter into consideration, and either order the 
re^enlisted men to the severa-1 officers they first enlisted 
under, or be pleased to direct to some method of filling up 
the Regiment, as the honourable Congress in their wisdom 
may see fit. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will 
ever pray. Jonathan Bheweh. 

" To the Honourable Congress." 

Ordered, That Dr. Taylor, Mr. Lothrop, and Mr. 
Jeweti,be a Committee to distribute the Pamphlets which 
contain the Depositions relative to the battle of Lexington. 

Ordered, That Colonel Glover be of the Committee for 
stationing the Soldiers in the County of Essex, in the room 
of Mr. Gerry, excused. 

•The Committee appointed to examine the Accounts of 
the C omm i l tee appointed to procure. Fire-Arms, reported. 
The Report was accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

-Whereas, Messrs. John Bliss, William Page, Abiel 
Sadler, and Lemuel Kollock, were appointed by this Con- 
gress to collect a number of Fire-Arms for the use of the 
Colony, and. have, delivered said Arms to the Committee 
of Safety at Cambridge, as appears by receipts from said 
C&iTjmittee, and have exhibited their accounts for said ser- 
vice, which accounts appear to be reasonable ; therefore, 

"Resolved/That there be paid by the Receiver-General, 
to3lie7Iej?eral persons aforesaid, the following sums, viz: 
toj Captain John Bliss, the sum of five Pounds, eleven 
SbTrflngsT to William Page, six Pounds, seventeen Shil- 
lings ; To "Abiel Sadler, five Pounds, ten Shillings; to 
Lemuel Kollock L three Pounds, ten Shillings, and eight 
Pence.;' being In full of the aforesaid Account. 

''^Ordered, That the list of persons; of whom the Arms 
Yv fjre p rdtfured, b*e~Io"dged with the Receiver-General. 
r ^Ordered, That Mr. Partridge, Colonel Boivers, and 
Mr. Jejvettj be a Committee to consider a Letter from 
(feneraClVard. 

The Commit tge^ap pointed to consider the Petition, of 
the eighteen Stockbridge Indians, reported. The Report 
was accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

.^.Whereas, it appears to this Congress, by a Petition from 
the Stock~brtdge~Ih~dians enlisted in the American Army, 
that they in their more serious hours, being sensible of their 
v?Snt of prudence TrTdisposing of their money, are desirous 
tlia t3bj s .^,° n i g ress i" n their wisdom would devise some 
method to prevent their getting too much strong drink ; and 
tney~atso "request that all their wages that are now due, or 
shall .hereafter, be. dye to them for their services, be paid to 
Timothy Edwards and. Ja/Jeej Woodbridge, Esquires, or 
to .their order; therefore, 

"'Resolved, TThat Timothy Edwards or Jahleel Wood- 
Indge, Esquires, be, and hereby are empowered to draw 
the wages of the aforesaid Indians, and deal out the same as 
they shall find said Indiam have peed thereof, according to 
any order orurders of thejCongress that have been, or shall 
hereafter be made for paying all or any part of the wages 
due to the soldiers, and render an account of their doings to 
this or some, future Congress or House of Representatives, 



when required ; and the Receiver-General is accordingly 
directed to pay the same to the said Timothy Edwards or 
Jahleel Woodbridge, Esquires, as aforesaid, and take their 
receipt therefor; and it is also recommended and enjoined 
by this Congress, that all persons who sell Spirituous Li- 
quors, be particularly careful not to let said Indians have 
too much strong drink, as that wholly unfits them for any 
service. 

The Committee appointed to consider a Letter of Mr. 
Alexander Shepard, reported. The Report was accept- 
ed, and is as follows, viz : 

The Committee appointed to take under consideration 
the Letter from Mr. Shepard, beg leave to report, by way 
of Resolve, as follows, viz : ~ ~"~ 

Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is recommended to 
Mr. Alexander Shepard, Jun., that he retain in his hands 
all the Plans he hath of the Province^of Maine, and that 
he do not suffer them to go out of his possession to any 
person, upon any consideration, until the further order of 
this or some future Congress or House of Representa- 
tives. 

Ordered, That part of the Resolve, relative to the Light- 
Houses, which empowered the Selectmen and Committees 
of Correspondence to remove and secure the Lamps and Oil 
from, the Light-House at the entrance of Boston Harb our, 
be reconsidered, and that Mr, Crane, Captain Holmes, and 
Deacon Washburn, be a Committee to consider at large orr 
some measures for removing and securing tbe Lamps and 
Oil aforesaid. , 

Ordered, That Mr. Bancroft, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Lo- 
throp, be a Committee to consider a. Letter from Mr. 
James Lyon, dated Machias, June 11, 1775. 

Afternoon. 

The Committee appointed to consider the state of the 
Donations for the Poor of Boston, reported. The Report 
was recommitted, and Mr. Batchelder added to the Com- 
mittee, in the room of Captain Stone, absent. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve, for the 
purpose of calling the General Assembly together at any 
time sooner than the nineteenth instant, If occasion should 
require, reported. The Report was accepted, and is as 
follows, viz : I 

Whereas, this Congress, pursuant to the recommenda- 
tion of the General Congress of this Continent, have sent 
out their Letters to the several Towns in this Colo ny, de- 
siring that Representatives might be elected, and returned 
by them, to serve in a great or General Court or Assembly, 
to be convened, held, and kept Tor the service of this 
Colony at Watertown, on the 19th day of July current: 
And whereas, such unforeseen, events may take place be- 
tween this time and the said. lPth _day of July, as may 
render the convening of such General .CourLor Assembly 
at Watertown aforesaid,, at the time aforesaid, very impro- 
per and unsafe ; therefore, 

Resolved, That Henry Gardner, Esquire, Mr. Gill, 
Deacon Cheever, Mr. White of Brookline, and Captain 
Thatcher, be a Committee (in case they or tbe major part 
of them should judge it improper or unsafe that such Gen- 
eral Assembly should be convened..atjhe..s^id._ir«<cr<<?.iCT» 
at_tlie time, aforesaid) to agree. ppoirancTdetermine at wbat 
other jplace in this Colony the sa id General Ass embly 
should be convened ; and the said Committee, or tbe major 
part of them are hereby fully empowered to determine at 
what place it shall be most expedient that the saidTJeneral 
Assembly should be convened, and to give notice thereof 
to the several persons who Tiaye beeJl7iF^Tayl>e^ciloieri 
to seryeitiisach. Asserribly, in siich way and manner as 
they shall judge most expeditious and effectual. 



Ordered, That Dr. Church, Colonel Bowers, and Mr. 
BayTey^ea. Committee to confer with General W ashing- 
ton on tbe subject of .furnishing his table, and know what 
he expects relative tlJereto, and thaTthey sit forthwith. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to procure 
necessary Furniture for the house providedTbr General 
Washington, complete tbe business of thelr j iomrnission, by 
pdrcE_ase 1 bi by borrowing. — __-t-^-= 

Ordered, That Mr, Wheeler, Colonel Grout, and Mr. 
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Durfee, be a Committee to consider a Letter from Mr. 
James Winthrop. The Letter is as follows, viz : 

, ' "Cambridge, July 5, 1775. 

" Sir : When the Congress did me the honour to ap- 
point me Postmaster for this Town, I was in hopes it would 
have enabled me to tarry here. But as the office will not 
furnish me the single article, of .victuals, as the establishment 
is at present, I shall be constrained to quit the place of 
business, and seek for a subsistence somewhere els&L... All 
the money I have received since the oath was administered 
to me on the 25th of May, amounts to only seven Pounds, 
seven Shillings, and ten Pence. Fifteen per cent, of.it is 
my pay, for sis weeks; that is, at six and a quarter Pence 
per day, nearly. Judge, then, Sir, whether this be suffi- 
cient to furnish one, whojias no other support, with a sub- 
sistence, or, indeed, whether the office is worth keeping up 
on this plan ; for it is vain that we expect it to grow better, 
during times of confusion and a suspension of trade. But 
I will not take up your attention any longer than to ob- 
serve, that it is with reluctance I quit Cambridge, and that 
I shall be glad of any opportunity to promote the common 
cause, as far as shall come within my small sphere of action. 
Unlessthe Congress think fit to alter the establishment, I 
must beg the favour of them to consider this letter as a re- 
signation, and grant an order for paying the money which I 
have, received to the Treasurer, after a deduction of my 
fifteen per cent., and thai the_bond may be forthwith deli- 
vered up. The letters which remain I shall be ready to 
deliver to any new Postmaster whom the Congress shall 
"appoint. And remain, with great respect, Sir, your most 
obedient servant, James Winthrop. 

"The Honourable James Warren, Esquire, President of 

the Massachusetts Congress, fVaiertown" 

A Letter from Benj. Greenleaf, Esq., of Newburyyort, 
%vas read, accompanying sundry Letters brought by Captain 
Folger from London, a Jacket enclosed to Major Sill, of 
the Sixty-Third Regiment, also three Maps enclosed to 
said s Major Sill, viz: one of New- England, one of Virgi- 
nia and Maryland, and one oi New-York. Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Jacket be committed to the care of 
the Secretary, till further orders of Congress, and that the 
Maps be put into the hands of the Committee of Supplies, 
and they are directed to get them framed, for. the use of the 
Colony. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to Gen- 
eral Washington, enclosing a Resolution of Congress rela- 
tive to Che sick and wounded, reported. The Report was 
accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

In Provincial .Congress, July 5, 1775. 

This Congress, ordered the enclosed Resolution to be 
prepared, and sent to Generals Ward and Thomas; but by 
the agreeable event of your Excellency's appointment to 
the chief command of the American Army, and arrival at 
camp, the propriety of that step ceases. We mean not to 
dictate to your Excellency, but presume that to secure the 
health of the Army, and to afford relief for thesick, will 
naturally engage your attention. Every thing in the power 
oftbis Congress 1 to enable you to discharge with ease, the 
duties of your exalted and important station, will be by us 
attended to with the greatest alacrity. If the enclosed 
Resolution has that tendency, we attain the end intended 
by transmitting to you the same ; and are, with respect, 
Your Excellency's most humble servants. 

To General Washington, -. .. 

Ordered, That Doctor Taylor, Mr. Pitts, and M_r. Lo- 
throp, be a Committee to count and sort the votes for a 
Member of the Committee of Supplies, in th*e room of Mr. 
Partridge. 

The Committee having attended that service, reported, 
that Mr. Lothrop was chosen. 

Resolved, That the Resolve, directing the Committee 
of Supplies to get the three Maps framed, be.reconsidered, 
and that the Secretary be directed to take care of them 
as they are, for the use of the Colony. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
how the Soldiers should be provided with Coats, was again 
read, and accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Resolved, That thirteen thousand Coats be provided, 



as soon as may be, and one thereof given to each non- 
commissioned Officer and Soldier in the Massachusetts 
Forces, agreeable to the Resolve of the Congress, on the 
23d day of April last: and in order to facilitate their being 
procured, 

Resolved, That the said thirteen thousand Coats be pro- 
portioned immediately on all the Towns and Districts in 
this Colony, except the Towns of Boston and Charlestown, 
in proportion as they paid to the last Provincial tax ; which 
Towns and Districts are desired to cause them to be made 
of good plain cloth, (preference to be given to the manufac- 
tures of this Country,) and to be delivered to the Committee 
of Supplies, without buttons, on or before the first day of 
October next, and sooner if possible. That for every yard 
of such cloth of seven-eighths of a yard wide, they shall be 
allowed and paid the sum of five Shillings and four Pence, 
and in that proportion for cloth of a greater or less width;; 
and the sum of four Shillings for making each and every 
coat ; and the Selectmen of each Town and District,, re- 
spectively, are directed to lay their accounts before the 
Committee of Supplies, who are ordered to draw on the 
Receiver-General forThe payment thereof. 

Resolved, That each Coat be faced with the same kind 
of cloth of which it is made; that the Coats be made in 
the common plain way, without lappels, short, and with 
small folds, and that the Selectmen cause a .certificate to 
be sewed to the inside of each Coat, purporting from what 
Town it caFne^Und by whom the Coat was made, and if 
the cloth was manufactured in this Country, by whom it 
was manufactured. 

. Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be, and they 
are hereby directed, immediately, to proportion the Coats 
on the several Towns and Districts as aforesaid, inform 
them of their proportion, and assure them that the Coats 
they supply shall be delivered to the men of their Town 
respectively, so far as circumstances will admit, and inclose 
to them a sample of the goodness of.the cloth of which 
the Coats are to be made, with a copy of this and the fore- 
going Resolves, and to desire those Towns and Districts 
who cannot 'supply the whole of their "proportion of the 
Coats as aforesaid, and also those who can supply more 
than theirproportion, to give them information what number 
they can supply on, or. before tbe tenth day of August next. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be, and 
they are" hereby directed to provide all the Coats propor- 
tioned on such Towns and. Districts as give information to 
them as aforesaid that they cannot supply them, and they 
are to cause all the Coats to be buttoned with pewter but- 
tons, and that the Coats for each Regiment, respectively, 
have. buttons of the ~same"number stamped on the face of 
chem. ..._„. _ .,„,.„„,„, 

The Committee reported the following Schedule of the 
apportionment of Coats, which was accepted :* 

Suffolk County. Newbury, - - "iyj 

Roxbury, - - 182 Newburyport, - - 18.4 

Dorchester, - - 96 Marblehead, - - 265 
Milton, --. -" - 56 Lynn, ~- - -- 93 
Braintree, - . 108 Andover, - - 189 

Weymouth, -. - 66 Beverly, - - 112 

Hingham, - - -88^ Rowley, - - - 89 

Dedham, - - 104 Salisbury, - - 77 

Medfield, - - 42 Haverhill, - - 113 

Wrentham, - - 105 Gloucester, - - 163 
Brookline, - - 43 TopsGeld, - - 43 

Needham, - - 43 Boxford, - "- 54 

Stoughton, - ;- 82 Almsbury, - - 69 
Stoughtonham, - 37 Bradford, 63 

Medway, - - 43 Wenham, - - 41 

Bellingham, - - 29 Middleton, - - 34 
Hull, , - - - 21 Manchester, - - 33 
Walpole, - - 33 Methuen, - - 54 

Chelsea, - - 31 Middlesex County. 

Cohasset, - - 30 Cambridge, - - 118 

Essex County. Watertown, ~ - 49 

Salem, - - - 380 Woburn, - 81 

Dan vers, - - 116 Concord, - - 73 

Ipswich, - - - 204 Newton, - - 66 

* Th? Schedule of apportionment omitted in the journal, was printod 
iri connexion with the Resolves, in handbills, and is copied from the 
publication "Hide at the time of its acceptance. — Lincoln. 
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Reading, 
Marlborough, - 
Billerica, 
Framingham, - 
Lexington, - - - -■ 
. Chelmsford, 
Sherburne", ■'--' 
Sudbury, 

Maiden, - - "- 
Weston, 
Me.dford, 
Littleton, 
Hopkinton, 
West ford, 

Waltham, - - 

Stow, - - - 
Groton, - 
Shirley, - 
Pepperell, 
Townshend, 
Ashby, - 
Stone ham, 

Natick, - • - 

Dracut, - 

Bedford, - - 

HoJlklon, - - 

Tewksbury, 

Acton, - 

Dunstable, 

Lincoln, - - - 

Wilmington, 

"Hampshire County 

Springfield, 

Wilbraham, ;— -- - 

Northampton, - 

Southampton, - 



South-Hadley, - 

Amherst, .-".'-- 

Granby, - 

Hatield, - ■---.. - 

Whately, 

WiHiamsburgh, 

Westfield, _ - 

Deerfiejd, - 

Greenfield, 

Sherbiirne, - - \ 

Conway, 

Sunderland, 

Montague, - - 

Northfield, 

Brimficjd, 

Soq^-Brirnfield, , - 

Monson, 

Pelham, - 

Greenwich, 

Blanford, 

Leverett, 

Palmer, - 

Granville, 

NeWrSalem, 

Belchertown, - 

Colrain, - 

Ware, - - - - 

Warwick, 

Bernardston, ■>■ 

Murrayfield, 

Charletnont, 

Ashfield, _ - 

Worthjngton, - - 

Shutesbury, '*-- 

Chesterfield, 

Southwjck, 

West-Springfield, 

Ludjow District, 

Plymouth County 

Plymouth, 

Scituate, 

Duxbury, 

Marshfield, . - 

Bridgewater, --■ 



77 Middlehorough, 

89 Rochester, 

61 Plympton, 

71 Pembroke, 

49 Kingston," -- ' --- 

55 Hanover, 

36 Abington, 

95 Halifax, 

45 Wareham, 

45 Barnstable County. 

60 Barnstable, 

44 Sandwich, 

45 Yarmouth, - ------ 

51 Eastham, 

44 Harwich, 

41 Wellfleet, 

69 Chatham, 

25 Truro, - - 

37 Falmouth, 

30 Bristol County. 
12 Taunton, 

16 Rehoboth, - - 
23 Swanzey with Sha.wa- 
39 met, - 

31 Dartmouth, 

38 Norton, - - - 
31 Mansfield, 

37 Auleborpugh, - 
33 Dighton, - - 

. 33 Freetown, 
29 Raynbam, • - * 

Easton, - - 

71 Berkley, 

36 York County. 
81 York, - 
29 Kittery, - - " '■" 
33 Wells, - 

25 Berwick, 

38 Arundel, 
17 Biddeford, - - - 

37 Pepperellborough, - 
13 Lebanon, 

9 Sanfprd, -- - 
57 Buxton, - 
41 J)ukes County. 

26 Edgartown, - 
"16 Chilmark, - - 

" 17 Tisbury, 

25 Nantucket County 
20 Sherburne, 
30 Worcester County, 
48 Worcester, 

30 Lancaster, - 

26 Mendon, 

27 Brookfield, 
.27 Oxford, - ' _ - " - 
20 Charlton, 

5 Sutton, - 

28 Leicester, 
47 Spencer, 
25 Paxton, - - - 

31 Rutland, 
17 Oakham, 
14 Rutland District, 
12 Hubbardston, - - 

16 New-Braintree, 

17 Sputhborough, 
12 Westborough, - 

■ 14 Northbprough, 
. . - 7 Shrewsbury, - •^ 
16 L.unenburgh, - 
26 Fitchburgh, - 
. 23 Ilxbridge, 
72 Harvard, 
23 Dudley, - 
Bolton, - 
100 Upton, - - 
125 Sturbridge, 
44 Leominster, 
54 Hardwick, - - • 
188 Hoiden, - 



160 Western, - 

86 Douglass, 
56 Grafton, 
66 Petersham, 
38 Royalston, 
37 Westminster, - 
46 Athol, - - 
24 Templeton, 
30 Princeton, - - 

Ashburnham, - 
94 Winchendon, - - 
74 Cumberland County 

66 Falmouth, - - 
49 Cape Elizabeth, 
60 North-Yarmouth, 
38 Scarborough, - 
26 Brunswick, - - 
33 Harpswell, 
53 Gorham, 

Windham, 
105 Piersontown, - - 
147 New-Boston, - - 
New-Gloucester, 
67 Lincoln County. 

244 Pownalborough, 
55 Georgetown, - 
35 Woolwich, 
. 88 New-Castle, - 
49 Topsham, 
58 Booth-Bay, 
"37 Bristol, - 
41 Bowdoinham, - 
~29 Medumcook, - 
Hajlowell, 
Broad-Bay, 
Vassalborough, 
St. George's, - 
Winthrop, 



3S_Winslow, - - 

24 Gardinerston, - 

42 Berkshire County. 

43 Sheffield, 
9 Great-Barrington, 

37 Stockbridge, - 

23 Pittsfield, 
28 New-Marlborough, - 

24 Egremont, 
12 Rich mond , 
10 Lenox, - - 

Tyrihgham, 
146 Lanesbprough, 

53 Sandisfiejd, 

54 Wiliiamstown, - 
52 BeckeJ, "- - - 
27 Gageborough, - 
26" Partridgetield, - 
27_ East-Hoosuc k, 



114 
125 

89 
134 

41 

46 

34 
9 

10 

10 

36 
44 
32 

174 

93 

116 

88 

112 

41 

41 

111 

41 

37 

24 

53 

16 

46 

8 

37 

54 

43 

30 

79 

57 

:.: 13 

. 55 
56 
37 
55 
23 
51 
43 
- 61 
30 



10 
5 
3 

20 

25 

50 

15 

13 

13 

14 

20 

3 

3 

4 

10 

3 

10 
3 



Jericho, - 
Plantation, No. 5, 
Plantation, No. 7, 

Suffolk, 
Essex, 

Middlesex, - 
Hampshire, - 
Plymouth, - 
Barnstable, - 
Bristol, 
■York, 

Dukes County, 
Nantucket, - 
Worcester, - 
Cumberland, 
Lincoln, 
Berkshire, - 
Total, 



3 

7 

61 

37 

29 

37 

34 

14 

26 

16 

14 

37 

26 

■ 23 

■ ID 
12 

7 

n 

. 5 

7 

7 

-1189 

- 2553 
-1718 

- 1204 

- 1054 

- 453 

- 953 

- 612 

- 112 

- 174 

- 1846 

- 423 

- 196 

- 413 

13,000 



Resolved, That Mrs. Dorothy Coolidge be allowed and 
paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, the sum 
of seven Pounds, fifteen Shillings, and eight Pence, in full 
of her account ; and the Receive^General ofthis Colony 'is 
hereby ordered to pay the aforesaid sum of seven Pounds, 
fifteen Shillings and eight Pence, to the said Dorothy Coo- 
lidge, or order, accordingly. 

Adjourned to eight o'clock to-morrow morning. 

~ Thursday, July 6, 1775. . 

Ordered, That Mr. Johnson and Doctor Jones, be of 
the Committee to answer the Letter from the Congress of 
New-Hampshire, in the room of Doctor Church and Mr. 
Hopkins. 

Ordered, That the Committee,.of Safety be directed to 
supply General Washington with IpmeTalthful, expeditious 
person, to go on express to Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Safety be a Commit- 
tee to desire General Washington to let Them Tchow if there 
is any house at Cambridge, that would be more agreeable 
to him and General Lee than thjatjn_which_they now are ; 
and in that case, the said Comm^tee^are ^ectejl to pro- 
curefsuch house, and put it in proper orde r for riieir rece p- 
tion. '~™ : " ■'■--_■■■_■'-■- ■■■■~~~^zz~ZZ^^Z-~~— —--=-' 

The Committee of. Safety, by Colonel Palmer, reported 
a Resoke, relative to a newemission of Bills of Credit, 
the consideration whereof was refoired to three o clock, 
P.M. 

Ordered, That Colonel Farley, Mr. Durfee, and Cap- 
tain Holmes, be a Committee to consider a Letter fromiVlr. 
Joseph Hallelt, dated New-York, June 26, 1775, relative 
to a quantity of Flour fpr^ardedjo Norwich, &tc, , foL the 
Army. 

Resolved, That the Comrnittee of Supplies be, „and 
hereby are empowered and directed, to impress, fori the 
service of the Colony, the_ saw-mJILat Watertown, belong- 
ing to Mr. John Co.ok, otany other mill which they have 
occasion fQr, for the publick service. 

Ordered, That Colonel Tyng^ and Mr. Fox, be added 
to the Committee who were appointed to consider the Ac- 
counts' that might be tranirmtted Jo Congress by the Cprn- 
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mittee of Safety, in the room of Mr. Loihrop and Deacon 
Fisher. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Supplies be directed 
to forward to Newport the Letter to Lieutenant-Goyern- 
cur Cook, received by this Congress in a Letter from the 
Continental Congress. 

A Letter from Mr. John Fenton, Esq., was read, and 
ordered to subside! The Letter is as follows: 

"To the Honourable James Warren, Esquire, President 
of the Congress at Watertqwn : 

"Sir: As I presume you and the gentlemen of the Con- 
gress are not entirely unacquainted with me, and that I am 
now a prisoner at the head-quarters of the New-Hamp- 
shire Troops, I most earneslly request, through your kind 
interposition, 1 may be removed from where I now am to 
head-quarters at Cambridge or Wateriown, that I may be 
either acquitted or condemned as you may think expe- 
dient, my present situation being now very critical indeed. 
I beg leave to presume that my request will not be looked 
upon as improper, having more property in this Govern- 
ment than that of New-Hampshire.' 

"I am, with respect, Sir, your most obedient and .very 
humble servant, John Fenton. 

"Medford, July 5, 1775." 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Doctor Taylor, and Col. 
Grout, be a Committee to prepare a vote of thanks to 
the Committee of thjs Congress this day returned from 
their embassy to Ticonderoga. 

Ordered, That Mr. Barker be added to the Commit- 
tee to examine Major Barber's Account. 

Ordered, That Colonel Tyng, Doctor Taylor, and 
Mr. Bliss, be a Committee to consider an Account exhi- 
bited by Doctor Church and Mr. Gill, of the expense of 
entertaining and escorting Generals Washington and Lee 
from Springfield to Head-Quarters.- - 

Ordered, That Mr, Langdon, Major Bliss, and Mr. 
Jeiaett, be a Committee to consider the Report of the 
Committee this day returned from Ticonderoga, and the 
Papers accompanying it, and also the Rolls made up by 
Captain Noble and Captain Herrick. 



Afternoon. 

A Letterfrpm Genera] Green was read, and committed 
to Colonel Davis, Colonel Tyng, and Mr. Reed. 

Ordered, That Colonel Davis, Mr. Fessenden, and Cap- 
tain Page, be a Committee to consider a Petition of Josiah 
Capcn. 

'. Ordered, That Mr. JVhittepiore, Major BJiss, and Col. 
Divighi, be a Committee to consider the Account of Mr. 
Alexander Gray, and report. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gill, Mr. Wheeler, and Mr. Sulli- 
van, be a C omm ittee to consider the services of the Secre- 
tary, and report what grant they think is adequate thereto. 

Orde red, Th at the Honourable Major Hawley, Mr. 
SttlUvan, ami Doctor Taylor, be a Committee to bring in 
a Resolve explanatory of the sense of Congress expressed 
irr a Rejolve of the 3 1st ultimo, relative to the Estates of 
Refugees. , 

The Committee appointed to consider the Account of 
Doctor Church and Mr. Gill, reported, verbally, that they 
had examined the Account, found it well vouched, and 
thought it ought to be allowed. 

Thereupon, Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, 
and he hereby is directed to pay Doctor Benjamin Church 
and Mr. Moses Gill, or their order, the sum of twenty- 
eight Pounds, five Shillings, and ten Pence, lawful money, 
irr discharge of an Account by them exhibited, of the ex- 
petiserof escorting and entertaining Generals Washington 
and Lee from Springfield to the Camp at Cambridge. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed by a Resolve 
of this Congress, of the first instant, to agree with such 
Tearosters _aslbe y may employ to convey the Poor of the 

Town of Clwrlestownjo certain Towns in the County of consjder a Resolve of the Committee of Safety, recpm- 
Worcester, be directed to pay them a sum not exceeding mending to this Congress the seizing the Crown Officers, 
one Shilling per ton per mile for such service, instead 'of "" In "compliance with a Resolve oTthe i 'Committee of 
nine Pence, the price fixed in said Resolve ; and that said Safely, recommending that a CbmnntfeeW appointed to 

Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 94 - 



Committee be likewise directed and empowered to remove 
the inhabitants of the Town of Boston injike manner. 

The Report of the Committee of Safety, relative to a 
new emission of Bills of Credit, was taken into considera- 
tion, and recommitted to Mr. Spooncr, Major Hawley, 
Doctor Taylor, Captain Stone, and Mr. Wheeler, who are 
directed to corisider the sum of the Bills already Impressed, 
and the propriety of striking off more from the same plates. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be directed 
to pay the Selectmen of the several Towns and Districts in 
the Colony for the Blankets they have respectively fur- 
nished the Soldiers with, any Resolve of Congress to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Report of the 
Committee sent to Ticonderoga, reported. The Report was 
recommitted, and the last mentioned Committee are di- 
rected to lay before the Committee first mentioned, a state 
of their account, debt and credit. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Tote of thanks 
tothe Committee who have been on an embassy to Ticon- 
deroga, reported. The Report was accepted, and is as 
follows, viz : 

Whereas, Walter Spooner, Jedediah Foster, and James 
Sullivan, Esquires, a Committee of this Congress, lately 
ordered on a commission to the important posts of Ticon- 
deroga and Crown Point, for divers' purposes expressed 
in their instructions, have this day returned, and made 
their report in writing; and it appearing upon full consi- 
deration thereof, that the said Committee "have executed [the 
various branches of their Mnstru.ctTons. wJiLibjfiiyT^delity, 
and despatch, and that their services had been ^attended 
with much fatigue and danger; therefore, 

Resolved, That the services of the said Committee do 
merit the express approbation and thanks of Congress, and 
they do hereby testify and render the same to them, and 
each of them, _ ■ -_ 

Ordered, That Mr. Hemenway, Mr. Whiltemore, and 
Capt. Parker, be a Committee to consider what allowance 
is proper to be made to Mr. Edmund Fowle, for the use 
of his house by the Committees of this and the former 
Congress. " -..-.- . 

The Committee appointed to considerUie Accounts 
transmitted to Congress by the Committee, of Safety", re- 
ported on the Account of Ebenezer White, and others. 
The Report was accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Whereas, Messrs. Ebenezer White, Daniel Hemenway, 
Col. Simeon Spaulding, and Benjamin Ely, were appoint- 
to collect a number of Fire-Arms for the use of this Co- 
lony, and have delivered said Arms, as appears byTecefpt 
from the Committee of Safety, or Clerk of the Ordn ance 
Stores, and have exhibited their Accounts to Congress ; 
which Accounts appear to be reasonable: therefore. 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the pubhck Trea^- 
sury to J the several persons employed in collecting Arms 
as aforesaid, the following sums, and the Receiver-General 
is accordingly ordered to pay the saM" sums, v'iz'j to Ebe- 
nezer White, the sum of £1 19s.; to Daniel Hemenway, 
£4 8*. ; to Colonel Simeon Spaulding, £4 Is. ; to Ben- 
jamin Ely, £13 10*. lid.— £24 4s. lid. 

Ordered, That Captain Holmes be added to the Com- 
mittee last mentioned. • ' ; „" 

Adjourned to eight o'clock, to-morrow morning. ' "' 

••■--■ - Friday, July 7, 1775. 

Captain Stone, of Framinghdm, was appointed in the 
room of Major Bliss, on the Committee which was chosen 
to prepare an Answer to the Letter from the Congress of 
New-Hampshire. 

Resolved, That Mr. Shfflaber hzye leave to _bring in a 
Resolve recommending to the Committee o f* the C ity of 
Philadelphia to permit him to export from thence a quan- 
tity of Flour. 

Ordered, That Deacon Bayley, Major Brooks, Mr. 
Baker, Col, Grout, and Dr. Taylor, be a Committee to 
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.draw up and transmit to Great Britain a fair and impartial 
account of the late Battle at Charlestown, as soon as pos- 
sible, 

Ordered, That the said Committee of Safety be a Com- 
mittee for that purpose, and that they likewise be a Stand- 
ing Committee for that and the like purposes. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wheeler, Captain Batckelder, and 
Doctor Taylor, be a Committee to consider the Petition 
of Mr. Daniel Murray, and a Letter from Mr. Joseph 
Reed, Secretary to General Washington, on the subject 
thereof. The Letter from Mr. Reed is as follows : 

" Head-Quarters, July 6, 1775, 6 o'clock, P. M. 

" Gentlemen : I am directed by his Excellency to 
acquaint you that Daniel Murray has applied to him for 
a pass' to go into Boston, with a part of his father's family. 
As the General is wholly unacquainted with the circum- 
stances _of the case ? and the propriety of granting or refu- 
sing the request, he refers himself to your advice, and would 
be glad of your opinion on the subject as early as conve- 
nient. I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient 
humble servant, Jos. Reed, Secretary. 

"To the Hon. Committee of Safety at Watertown." 

Ordered, That Deacon Nichols, Mr. Glover, and Col. 
Mitchell, be a Committee to consider a Resolve of the 
Committee of Safety relative to the appointment of a Mas- 
ter Workman for the Blacksmiths. 

The Committee appointed to consider the services of the 
Secretary, reported. The Report was recommitted, and 
the Committee directed to consider in particular his extra 
services to this time, and the expense of his Clerks; and 
the said Secretary is directed to lay before this Congress, 
or sqme_ future Assembly of this Colony, an account of Jlis 
future services. 

Ordered, That a Warrant be made out for Doctor Isaac 
Foster, as Surgeon of the Hospital at Cambridge, and 
anotherjo Doctor Isaac Rand,~as Surgeon of the Hospital 
at Roxhiry. 

Mr. Shillaber, agreeable to order, presented the follow- 
ing Resolve ; which was accepted, viz : 

Mr, William Shillaber, of Danvers, a member of this 
Congress, having represented to this Congress, that he has 
a vessel now at Philadelphia, (having there disposed of 
her cargo,) a Schooner, called the William, commanded 
by Samuel Tucker, and that he apprehends, from such 
instructions as he has and will give the said Master, that 
the vessel, if laden with Flour, or partly so, might arrive 
safe at some port in this Colony, and having applied for 
theapprobatioTVof Congress, and set forth that he is willing 
to_ risk the s arnej therefore, 

'-Resolved, That this Congress do approve thereof, and 
if is hereby recommended .to the Committee of Inspection 
at Philadelphia, that they permit the said Captain Tucker 
to lade his .vessejjis^ ahoye desired, and sail from. that port; 
provided the sam e be not against the Resolution of the Ame- 
rican Congress, or any Resolution formed in that Colony. 
j% *The^ Cojrimrttfe^ appointed to consider the Resolve of 
theCornmktee of Safety relative to a new emission of Bills 
of "Credit, reported. The Report was accepted, and is as 
follows; _ ; . 

Whereas, several persons have been employed in the 
.service of. this Colony, and several have supplied small 
articles, whose Accounts amount severally to small sums 
only; and It appearing to this Congress that the Plates 
engraved for impressing or striking off the Bills for the 
payment of the Soldiers in the service of this Colony are 
still sufficient for the striking off a number of impressions 
on.e'aeb plate ; therefore, _ , 

Resolved, That Uiere be impressed or struck off on the 
plate containing the engraving for Notes of ten Shillings, 
eighteen Shillings, and twelve Shillings, six hundred apd 
sixty-seven* sheets," and no more; and that there be im- 
pressed, or struck off, on the plate for notes of sixteen 
Shillings, fifteen Shillings, aod.nine Shillings, six hundred 
and sixty-seven sheets, and no more ; and also on the plate 
for twenty Shillings, fourteen Shillings, and six Shillings, 
that there Tiejmpressed or struck off five hundred and forty 
sheets, and ito rrrorej which.last number, together with 
one hundred and twenty-seven sheets or impressions already 
struct off on that plate and not signed, make the like num- 



ber of six hundred and sixty-seven sheets or impressions ; 
which, together, amount to two thousand and one sheets or 
impressions; each sheet containing forty Shillings, amounts 
to the sum of £4,002; which, together with the sum of 
£25,998, already perfected of those Notes, make the sum 
of £30,000. We also report, that a Committee be ap- 
pointed to agree with Mr. Revere, ot some other suitable 
person, for the striking off the above number of sheets; 
also, that a Committee be appointed to authenticate said 
sheets when they are struck off. 

Ordered, That Deacon Mitchell, Captain Holmes, and 
Captain Stone, of Framingham, be a Committee to agree 
with some persons to strike off the Bills agreeable to the 
foregoing Report. 

Ordered, That the Chairman ;of the C^.mmItJee_of Sup- 
plies be directed to attend this Congress with a copy of 
such Resolves as constitute their commission. _ ~ 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of 
Daniel Murray, &ic, reported. . The Keport was accept- 
ed, and is as follows : - ■ -- ; 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Letter from his Excellency General Washhigton to the 
Committee of Safety respecting the Petition of Daniel 
Murray, of Rutland, who has requested leave for his sister 
arrd two of his brothers to go into Boston, which Petition 
the Committee of Safety have referred to the consideration 
of this Congress, beg leave to report, that it is their opinion 
that the aforementioned Petition ought not to be granted. 
That the Committee of Safety be directed to acquaint his 
Excellency the General of the Resolution of this House 
of the 24th of June last, respecting the permitting of per- 
sons to go into Boston, and .that_it_is._their_ opinion that 
said Resolution ought not to be. receded frominthe. present 
qase. . , .'..... ''.~L_ ." ' '. '.'2 - 

Walter Spooner, Esquire, was appointed, in addition to 
Colonel Richmond, to swear the soldiers to be stationed in 
the County of Bristol, .-_.-. ■ ..-. _-_-_ ...- . r 

The Committee appointed to consider the Report of the 
Committee who have been on an embassy to Ticonderoga, 
reported. The Report was 'accepted, and is as follows, 

viz : * '■ " ■-_---- ..--. 

The Committee appointed to take under consideration 
the Report of the Committee from. Crown Point, Sic, beg 
leave to report, by way of Resolve, as follows, viz : 

Whereas, it appears to this Congress that the sum of 
four hundred Pounds, received by Walter Spooner, Jede- 
diah Foster, and James Sullivan, Esquires, of the Re- 
ceiver-General, the 14th of Jurce last, lor the use of this 
Colony, has been expended by them for the purpose for 
which it was designed by this Congress ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the said Walter Spooner, Jedediah Fos- 
ter, and James SuUivan, Esquiresy be, and they hereby 
are discharged from all demands the Colony at any time 
had upon them for the same, and that the receipts pro- 
duced by them be filed in the Treasurer's Office. 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury of this Colony to Walter Spooner, Jedediah Foster, 
and James Sullivan, Tlsquires, the sum of twenty-six 
Pounds, three Shillings, and nine Pence, for the balance 
due to them from this Colony for their time and expenses 
to Croivn Point, &,c. ; and the Receiver-General i 3 hereby 
directed to pay the same sum accordingly. 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury of this Colony, to Mr. Abijah Merril, the sum of 
four hundred Poufids, to be by him (leTivered^to Colonel 
Ea_ston, for advance pay to two 'hu ndre d men at Crown 
Point and Ticonderoga, and the salef U7ern7 to take. a 
receipt of said Easton therefor; and tne\Receiver- Gene- 
ral is'hereby directed to pay the same - sum accordingly. 

Rf solved, That therebe paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury of this Colony, the sum of two hundred and fifty-two 
Pounds, eleven Shillings, and ope Penny hall-penny, to 
Lieutenant William Satterlee-, or order, being the balance 
of the Pay-Roll of Captain Herrick's Company, from the 
3d oY May to the 25th.. of June last; and the Receiver- 
General is hereby directed to pay the same sum accord- 
ingly. And the said Jrlcrrjck mA-Satterlee are hereby 
discharged from all dejnqmls which. Uolonel ~jir nofd or this 
Province had for the sum of twenfy-tFreeT 5 ounds twelve 
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Shillings, received by said Herrick and Salterlee of said 
Arnold, for the use of the Company of said Herrick. 

Col. Grout was appointed to accompany Mr. Merril to 
the Receiver-General to know of him if he can pay him the 
four hundred Pounds, agreeable to the above Resolve. 

Ordered, That Mr. Shilhber, Captain White, and Mr. 
Crane be a Committee to consider the Account of Mr. 
Edward Mitchell, and any other Accounts that may be 
rendered of the expense of procuring Spears for the Army. 

Ordered, That Colonel Robinson, Major Brooks, and 
Deacon Bayley, be a Committee to procure a Steward for 
his. Excellency General Washington. 

Afternoon. 

Leave of absence was granted to the Receiver-General 
till the beginning of next week. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Letter of Mr. 
Joseph Halktt, dated New- York, 26th June, 1775, re- 
ported verbally, that the same be referred to the Committee 
of Supplies. The Report was accepted. 

. Mr. Batchelder was appointed in the room of Mr, Sul- 
livan to consider what grant was proper to be made for the 
services of the Secretary. 

Ordered, That Mr. Johnson, Major Perley, and Mr. 
Bsmenway, be a Committee to procure Stores for de- 
positing the Fish which the Committee of Supplies may 
purchase for the use of the Colony, either by hire or by 
building new Stores, as they may think best. 

The following Letter was received from, the Secretary of 
General Ward: 

"Camp at Cambridge, July 7, 1775. 
"Sir: I must inform you that great numbers in the 
Army are almost naked for want of shirts, breeches, stock- 
ings, shoes, and other clothing; and unless they can be 
immediately supplied, inconceivable difficulties and distress 
will accrue to the Army. I am, Sir, your most obedient 
and most humble servant, Joseph Ward. 

" To the President of the honourable Congress at Water- 
town." 

Ordered, "That Mr. Phillips, Mr, Kollock, and Deacon 
Gould, be a Committee to consider the subject of a Letter 
this day received from General Ward, and to inquire of the 
Committee of Supplies what provision is made for supply- 
ing the Army with the articles therein mentioned. 

_ The Committee made the following Report ; which was 
read, and accepted: 

The Committee appointed _to make inquiry of the 
Committee of Supplies what provision they have made for 
the articles of Shirts, Breeches, Stockings, and Shoes, and 
consider jwhgther it |s requisite to take any further care to 
procure those articles, have attended that service, and beg 
leave to recommend, that persons be immediately despatch- 
ed to the neighbouring Counties to collect such a propor- 
tion of the afore-mentioned articles from the several Towns 
in said Co unties as may be judged proper. 

..'__._!_. Samu el Phillips, Jun,, per order. 

Col. Grout informed the Congress that he had accom- 
panied Mr. Merril to the Receiver-General's Office, and 
that the Receiver-General informed them that there was pot 
money in the Treasury sufficient to pay said Merril the 
sum which tbeiCongress have directed the said Receiver- 
General to pay him. 

Ordered, That Colonel Dwight, Colonel Robinson, 
and Deacon Williams, be a Committee to prepare a Letter 
to Colonel Easton, informing him that the state of. the 
Treasury is such that Mr. Merril cannot at present be 
supplied with the sum of four hundred Pounds, which this 
Congress has this day directed the Receiver-General to 
pay him. _ , . 

Ordered, That Captain Holmes be directed to inquire 
of Mi'. Revere how many sheets of Notes, or Bills of Credit, 
can be struck off from the plates he now has by him more 
than six hundred and sixty-seven, which were directed 
to be struck off by a Resolve of this Congress this day 



Resolved, That to-m orrow morning, eight o'clock, be 
assigned for the consideration of a request made by Colonel 



Danielson, in behalf of the Officers of the Army, that they 
might have a month's pay advanced. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Letter from 
General Greene, reported. The Report was recommitted, 
and Mr. Robinson added to the Committee. 

Leave of absence was granted to Mr. T^angdon. - - 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to procure a 
Steward for General Washington, be directed to procure 
him likewise two or three women for Cooks. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to inquire how 
General Washington's table should be furnished, be a 
Committee to bring in a Resolve for the purpose of com- 
plying with the requisition of General Washington relative 
thereto; and that Mr. Hopkinsbe added to this Commit- 
tee, in the room of Colonel Bowers. 

Ordered, That the Hon. Major Hawley, Colonel Grout, ' 
and Colonel Robinson, be a Committee to wait upon Gen- 
eral Lee, to know of him what provision he expects should 
be made by this Congress for the furnishing his table. 

The Committee who were appointed to consider what, 
sum should be granted the Secretary for his services, again 
reported. The Report was accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
allowance lliat ought to be made Mr. Samuel Freeman, 
for his services as Secretary of the Congress, to the present 
time, beg leave, to report, that they find there has been 
much business done by the said Freeman, in the service 
of the Colony; and the said Freeman has been obliged to 
employ several Clerks to assist him, which Jie agrees to 

f>ay. He has also been .at considerable expense to be 
urnished with books, paper, ink, quills, and house to hold 
his office in as Secretary ; for all which they beg leave to 
report the following Resolution, viz : 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General of this Colony 
be, and he hereby Is directed to pay Mr. Samuel Freeman, 
out of the publick money .of said Colony, the sum of thirty 
Pounds, eight Shillings, and six Pence, for his services 
as Secretary to the Congress, and that those further ser- 
vices which he may have to perform in recording the pro- 
ceedings of this Congress, when performed, be exhibited 
to some future House of Representatives of this Province, 
for their consideration and allowance. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to Col. 
Easton, reported the following; which was accepted, viz: 

"Sip: The Committee appointed by the Congress to 
settle matters at Ticonderoga, having given 'you~ encour- 
agement, that they would send by the first opportunity, the 
four hundred Pounds due from this Colony, on advance 
pay, to the men under your command, it gives us pain 
that we are obliged to say, we have not the whole .of the 
money in the Treasury; but you may depend, Sir, that as 
soon as the notes. can be struck off and properly authen- 
ticated, the same will be immediately remitted to you. 
The embarrassments! under which the Province labors will 
apologize for our not being ready by the first opportunity. "" 
We rely upon you, Sir, that you will do all in your power 
to make the Troops under your command easy," as the good 
of the Colony so much depends thereon. 

"To Colonel Easton, at Ticonderoga." 

The Committee appointed to consider some method to 
prevent supplying our enemies. with Provisions, &,c, re- 
ported. The Report was accepted, and ordered to be 
printed in tire newspapers, and is as follows, viz: 

Whereas, complaints have been made to this Congress, 
of the inhabitants of some of the seaport Towns frequently 
supplying our enemies with Butter and Cheese, fresh Pro- 
visions, _&c. ; also, suspected, that intelligence has been 
given them:. .therefore, ■ ■ - ■■ 

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is recommended to 
the Committees of Safety, Correspondence, and Inspec-- 
tion, and where there are np such Committees', to the Se- 
lectmen, of the seaport Towns and Districts ip this Co- 
lony, that they forthwith exert themselves to prevent any 
person or persons from supplying our enemies with any 
kind pf provisions whatsoever, or intelligence. And it is 
further recommended to the Committees or .Selectmen as 
aforesaid, of each Towri and District, not to suffer any 
vessel or boat, of any kind, to go from the shore on board 
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any vessel or vessels of any size whatsoever, in the service 
of our enemies, without first obtaining a permit, in writing, 
of the Committees or Selectmen aforementioned, for that 
purpose ; and that no boats be suffered to land from men- 
of-war, tenders, or any other vessels employed to distress 
the sea-coasts and trade of this Country, without a permit 
obtained as aforesaid. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Account of 
.Colonel Mitchell, relative to the expense of providing 
Spears, reported. The Report was ordered to lie on the 
table, till Colonel Michell produced a receipt from General 
Thomas, or the Committee .of Safety, for the delivery of 
them. 

The Committee appointed to inquire of the Committee 
of Supplies what provision they had made for Shirts, 
Breeches, &c, reported. The Report was accepted, and 
is as follows, viz : 

The Committee appointed to make inquiry of the Com- 
mittee of. Supplies what provision they have made for the 
articles of Shirts, Breeches, Stockings, and Shoes, and con- 
sider whether it is requisite to take any further care to pro- 
cure those articles, have attended the service, and beg leave 
to recommend that persons be immediately despatched to 
the neighbouring Counties, to collect such a proportion of 
"the" above-mentioned articles from. the several Towns in 
said Counties as may be judged proper. 

Ordered, That the Committee who brought in the above 
Report be a Committee to bring in a list of those Towns 
from whence the articles above mentioned ought to be pro- 
cured, and the proportion each Town shall supply. 

The Committee appointed to_ take into consideration the 
conduct _of the People of Nantucket, reported. The Re- 
port was accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Whereas, by the Act of Parliament, called the Restrain- 
ing Act, the inhabitants of the Island of Nantucket are 
exempted from the restriction's in said Act mentioned ; 
and whereas, the Continental Congress, on the seven- 
teenth of May last, took the matter under consideration, 
and thought it expedient, to prevent the Newfoundland 
Fishery from being supplied with Provisions through Nan- 
tucket, to prohibit the exportation of Provisions from any 
of the Colonies to that Island excepting from this ; and 
whereas the inhabitants of Nanlucktt have by them large 
quantities of Provisions in their stores, and are fitting out a 
large fleet of Whaling- Vessels, whereby they intend to! avail 
themselves of the act aforementioned, and the Provisions 
they have by them may be unnecessarily expended in 
foreign and not domestick consumption: therefore, 

■; -\ .Resolved, That no Provisions or necessaries of any kind 
be. exported from any part of this Colony to the Island of 
^fantucket, until the inhabitants of said Island shall have 
given full and sufficient satisfaction to this Congress, or some 
future^ Hpu^oJ . Representatives, that the Provisions they 
have now by them have not been, and shall not be expended 
in foreign, but for domestick consumption. And the several 
Committees of Correspondence, Inspection, and Safety, in 
then- respective Towns, are required to see that this Re- 

- solve be. not contravened. - r . 

• The Committee appointed to take into consideration a 

Letter from the Committee of Safety for the Town of Ma- 

chias, (dated June 17, 1775,) relative to fitting an armed 

Sloop to "act on (lie defensive, and to report thereon, do 

treport in manner following, viz : 

Resolved, That when and so soon as the Committee of 
"Safety ofsaid Town of MacMas shall have fitted and armed 
a Sloop for their defence and security, and have procured 
a sufficient .number of hands to man, and a proper person 
to'c'orrrmand said Sloop, and shall send the name of such 
person 'to ibis Congress, then this Congress will commission 
such a person"to take command of said Sloop, and to "act 
On the defensive for the security and defence of said Town 
of Machias. _ 

- Adjourned to eight o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

. ■-■-,"' ,;^.V H . '..• Saturday, July 8, 1775. 

A list. ofjSurgeons, examined bv a Cpmrnittee appointed 
for jiliaj, purpose, was exhibited to Congress, and Warrants 
ordered to Tje made out agreeable thereto. 



Ordered, That Major Hawley, Major Bliss, and Colonel 
Gerrish, be a Committee to inspect the Commissions of the 
Committee of Safety and the Committee of Supplies, and 
report to this Congress what is expedient to be done rela- 
tive thereto, more especially in the recess of this Con' 
gress. 

Ordered, That Captain Stone be appointed in the room 
of Mr. Sullivan, on the' Committee who were directed to 
bring in a Resolve explanatory to the Resolve of Congress 
relative to the Refugees. 

A Petition of several Field-Officers in the Army was 
read, relative to the appointment of Commissaries for the 
Regiment from the County of Essex. 

Ordered, That the petitioners have leave to withdraw 
their Petition. 

Ordered, That Captain Holmes, Mr. Fox, and Mr, Per- 
ry, be a Committee to consider a Petition From a nurnber 
of the inhabitants of Frenchman's Bay. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fessenden, Mr. Walker, and Cap- 
tain White, be a Committee to ^examine and consider all 
Accounts that may be rendered to this Congress, relative 
to the expenses of procuring Axes and Shovels for the use 
of the Army. - 

A Committee of this Congress, agreeable to their ap- 
pointment, reported the following Resolve ;* which was 
accepted, and ordered to be printed in the several news- 
papers, ; : = 

Ordered, That Mr. Hayward repair to the Receiver- 
General at Stow, and direct him to attend this Congress 
immediately. 

Ordered, That Captain Carpenter be and hereby is 
appointed to desire Colonel Timothy Walker to pay what 
publick moneys he has jn his hands. jnto. the .Treasury 
immediately, and the Committee of Supplies are directed 
to employ some person to be sent express to Col. Walker 
for this purpose. ' 7 

Ordered, That Mr. Woodbridge, Colonel Robinson, and 
Deacon Nicholls, be a Committee to consider a proposal of 
exempting the Soldiers in the Army from paying the post- 
age of Letters, and to report thereon. 

Ordered, That Doctor Taylor, Major Brooks, and Mr. 
Hall, he a Committee to examine. ajifl.cojisiaLerjm Account 
of Major Bliss, and also an Account of Doctor ■Church. 

Ordered, That Major Fuller, Mr. Half, and Col Robin- 
soil, be a Committee to countersign and number the ne_\v 
emission of Bills, who "are likewise empowered arid directed 
to superintend the impression of .said Bills. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for 
The purpose of complying with the requisitions of General 
Washington, reported the following order, which was ac- 
cepted, viz : 

Ordered, That Colonel Robinson, Major Brooks, and 
Deacon Bailey, be a Committee to make inquiry forthwith 
for some ingenious, active, faithful man, toTjETrecommeudcd 
to General Washington as a Steward^ likewise to procure 
and recommend to him some capable woman, suitable to 
act in the place of a Housekeeper, and one or more good 
femaje servants. ~ : .. ; 

The Report of the Committee on. jke_ Account -°f Mr. 
Daniel Taylor was read, and ordered to lie upon the table. 
The Report is as follows, viz: c - : T" 

The Committee appointed to examine the Account of. 
Daniel Taylor have attended that service, and find the 
Account right cast, and well avouched, and are of the 
opinion, that the Receiver-General be_directed.Jo pay the 
sum of ten Pounds, nine Shillings, and three Pence, 10 "the 
said_ Daniel Taylor, in full of his Account. All which is 
humbly submitted. Ezka Richmond, per order. 

The Committee on the Petition of Colonel Jonathan 
Brewer reported. The Report wa? accepted, and is as 
follows, viz: 

Resplved, That the prayer of Colonel Brewer's Petition 
be so far granted, that said ColoneTBrew'er bejaJIgwM to 
recruit men sufficient tq ( complete, his Regiment, or so far 
as hecan complete his said Regiment, nj_twenTy days; he 

* This Resolve is not recorded on the Journal. 
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not to enlist any person as a Soldier who shall not furnish 
himself with a good and sufficient fiire-arm. 

Resolved, That three o'clock in the afternoon be assigned 
to consider the expediency of appointing a Surgeon-General 
for the Massachusetts Forces. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Artificers' Ac- 
counts, reported the following Resolve on Mr. Clark's 
Account : 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and he hereby 
is directed to pay Mr. Matthew Clark, or order, the sum 
of nine Pounds, six Shillings, and six Pence, in full dis- 
charge of his Account, for time and materials in repairing 
Boats for the use of this Colony. 

The Order of the Day was moved for. 

Ordered, That Major Ilawley bring in a Resolve for 
the payment of a month's pay to the Officers of the Army, 
as soon as provision can be made therefor. 

The Committee on the Account of Major Bliss reported. 
The Report was accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That Major John Bliss be allowed and paid 
out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, the sum of 
five Pounds, seven Shillings, in full discharge of the above 
account, and the Receiver-General of ibis Colony is hereby 
ordered to pay the aforesaid sum of five Pounds, seven Shil- 
lings, to the said John Bliss, or order, accordingly. 

Major Fuller, agreeable to order, brought in the follow- 
ing Resolve, viz: 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury 
the sum of twelve Shillings, to Mr. John Cook, for the^use 
that Mr. Paul Revere made of his house whilst he was 
striking off the Colony Notes therein. 

The Committee appointed to consider a proposal for 
exempting the Soldiers in the Army from the postage of 
Letters, reported as follows : 

Whereas, it appears to this Congress necessary and 
expedient that all Letters directed to, or going from any 
persons belonging to the Continental Army stationed in 
the Massachusetts Colony, be delivered free of postage 
hereafter : 

Resolved, That all Letters directed to any person, or 
sent from any person belonging to the Continental Army 
now stationed in the Massachusetts Colony, be delivered 
to the person to whom they belong, free of postage, until 
the further order of this Congress, or some future House of 
Representatives. 

The Report was ordered to subside. 

Major Fuller brought in a Resolve directing what Notes 
each of the Committee should sign, which was. accepted, 
and is as follows, viz : 

Resolved, That Abraham Fuller, Mr. Stephen Hall, Jr., 
and Colonel Robinson, the Committee appointed to coun- 
tersign the Colony Notes now ordered to be struck off, 
countersign and number said Notes of the following de- 
~ nominations," viz : said Abraham Fuller countersign and 
number, the Notes_of eighteen, twelve, and ten Shillings ; 
said 5", Hall countersign and number the Notes of sixteen, 
fifteen, and nine Shillings ; said Colonel Robinson coun- 
tersigrrand number the Notes of twenty, fourteen, and. six 
Shillings. 

__ ... Afternoon. 

The Report of the Committee on the. Letter of General 
Green was read, and recommitted to Colonel Robinson. 
Major Brooks, and Colonel Gerrish. 

Major Haiclcy, agreeable to appointment, reported the 
following Resolve, relative to advance pay to the Officers 
of the Army, which was accepted : 

Whereas, application has been made lately to this Con- 
gress in behalf of the Commissioned Officers of that part of 
the Continental Army before Boston raised by this Colony, 
that for the relief of the present necessities of the said 
officers there might be immediately advanced and paid to 
them one. full month's pay, according to the establishment 
lately made l>y C ongre ss for the Army: And the Congress 
having taken the said application into due consideration, do 
resolve, that it is expedient and proper that there should be 
advanced" and paid unto the said Commissioned Officers one 
month's pay, in notes or bills of credit of this' Colony, as 



soon as provision can be made therefor, by a further emis- 
sion of notes or bills of credit, than has been already ordered 
by Congress. 

The Committee appointed to consider how Stores may 
be procured for the reception of Fish, reported as follows: 

Whereas, a large quantity of Fish has been purchased 
by the Committee of Supplies for the use of this Colony, 
and the Stores already provided by said Committee are not 
sufficient for the reception or preservation of the same ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the said Committee be and hereby are 
empowered and directed to hire or to. build a suitable Store 
for that purpose, and to agree with some person for a con- 
venient spot of ground whereon to erect the same, reserving 
liberty to remove such Store as some future Assembly of 
this Colony shall think proper. 

The Report was ordered to subside. 

The Committee appointed to agree with TVIr. Paul Re- 
vere, for striking off a new emission rof Colony Notes, 
reported. The Report was accepted, and is as follows, 
viz: 

Resolved, That there be eighteen hundred and seventy- 
four sheets impressed and struck off, according to the Re-- 
solve of this Congress passed the seventh instant ; and that 
Mr. Paul Revere be employed to do said service, at the 
rate of six Shillings for each hundred sheets so struck off; 
provided said Revere find ink, and house-room, and procure 
suitable paper, the Colony paying only the prime cost of 
said paper. :.""..""_"" 

Committee instructed to direct Mr. Revere to alter the 
date of the Notes to July 8th, if it can be done. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hall, Captain Batchcldcr, and Mr. 
Ellis', be a Committee to consider a Resolve of ..the Com- 
mittee of Safety, recommending to this Congress to make 
an establishment for four Master Armourers. 

Ordered, That Mr. Samuel Sanger, Mr. Johnson, and 
Deacon Wyman, be added to the L Committee who were 
appointed to give Passes for removing the Poor of Boston 
and Charlestuwn to the Towns in the County of Worces- 
ter, and that Major Fuller he excused from serving on said 
Committee. " - ........... 

Ordered, That Captain Stone, Captain Brown, and 
Colonel Smith, be a Committee to revise the Resolves of 
Congress relative to the Poor of Boston'md Charlestown, 
and report what they think proper to be done thereon. 

Agreeable to the recommendation of the Committee of 
Safety, ~ 

Resolved, That Mr. Jonathan Hastings be and hereby 
is appointed Postmaster for the Town of Cambridge, in the 
room of Mr. James Winthrop. 

The Committee appointed to examine several accounts 
of the expense of procuring Axes and Shovels, reported. 
The Report was accepted, and Mr. Woodbridge was ap-~ 
pointed to bring in a proper Resolve for the paying of the 
several accounts agreeable thereto. .. --.; 

The Committee appointed to prepare an answer To the 
Letters from the New-Hampshire Congress, reported the 
following, which was accepted, and ordered to be tran- 
scribed, authenticated, and sent forward, viz : 

"Gentlemen: We received your favour of the third 
instant, by Mr. Wheehclc and Co^nelReetlc, and much 
rejoice to find that the honourable Congress of! New- Hamp- 
shire, and the good people of your Government in genera], 
areso warmly attached to the common" rausev "■--—- 

"We highly approve of Mr. Dean's being sent to the Con- 
tinental Congress, more especially as he is so weiracquaint- 
ed in Canada, and lately came from, then cej and we think it 
is a matter of great importance to NewrYork, and all the 
New-England Colonies in particular, and to America in 
general, to satisfy our friends in Canada that we are truly 
friendly to them, and also effectually to prevent our invete- 
rate "enemies there from making depredations on our fron- 
tiers. And as we have the greatest confidence in. the 
wisdom and vigilance of that honourable body, therefore 
we think it most advisable to wait theirdetermination. 

"We are, with great respect, gentlemen, your friends in 
the common cause, 

" Hon. the Congress of the Colony of New-Hampshire. "' 
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The ..Committee.. appointed to consider the subject of a 
Letter from General Green, reported. The Report was 
accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

The Congress having taken into consideration the diffi- 
culties and troubles which have, and daily are arising in 
our camps, by reason of divers evil-minded persons selling 
Spirituous Liquors, by which means it is not in the power 
of the officers, although a constant exertion has been hither- 
to made, to prevent the same, in order to keep that steady 
government in camp so absolutely necessary ; therefore, 

Resolved, That if any licensed person shall, after the 
fifteenth instant, presume to sell any Spirituous Liquors to 
any soldier, without a permit from the Captain, or com- 
manding officer of the Company lie belongs to, specifying 
the quantity, shall, for the first offence, forfeit bis license, 
and for the second, suffer such punishment as shall be in- 
flicted on him or her by a Court-Martial ; and any person 
who is not a licensed person, or whose license is without 
the limits of said camp, who shall presume to retail any 
Spirituous Liquor to any of the Troops, shall suffer for the 
first offence the penalties inflicted, by a Court- Martial :.. 
this Resolve not to extend to any person who shall have 
a license or permit from the General, or commanding 
officer. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a list of such 
Towns as might supply the Army with Shirts, Breeches, 
&c, reported. The Report was recommitted for intro- 
ducing the form of a receipt. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of 
the inhabitants of Frenchman's Bay, reported. The Re- 
port was accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

The Committee appointed to consider. the Petition of 
Thomas Donnett and. others, of Frenchman's . Bay, have 
attended that service, and beg leave to report by way of 
Resolve : .. 

Whereas, Mr. Philip Hodgkins has applied to this 
Congress for a supply of Provisions for the inhabitants of 
Frenchman's Bay, and being at a great distance from the 
Cpmmjttee of J3orrespondence of that place; therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommended, and it is by this 
Congress accordingly recommended to the Governour and 
Company of the Colony of Connecticut, that they suffer 
the inhabitants of Frenchman's Bay to purchase such Pro- 
visions iil said Colony as they stand in need of. 

Major Ilawley, who was appointed to bring in a Resolve 
explanatory of the Resolve of this Congress relative to the 
Refugees, reported. The Report was accepted, and is as 
follows, viz : 

Whereas, a certain Resolve was made and passed on the 
twenty-first day of June last, respecting the improvement of 
the estates of several persons who have fled to Gen. Gage, 
.in jrtahnjr^Is^exfiress^d.in the said Resolve ; and it being 
ma3ejo..appear to this Congress that the said Resolve is 
taken in such a sense in divers parts of this Colony as to 
make it necessary that some explanation of the said Resolve 
should be made by this Congress ; therefore, 

Resolved, That henceforward the said Resolve ought 
not to be cpnsJLrjted to r extend to any estates of such per- 
soh%,"ei:c%pting such estates as are left, unimproved, and 
void of any occupant or possessor, and that no other estate 
of Such persons ought to be treated in the manner pre- 
scribed, in, the said Resolve, until they shall be regularly 
indicted and tried for their supposed offences. 

Ordered Jo be printed in the. several Papers. 

Resolved, That eight o'clock to-morrow morning be as.- 
Vigned for the consideration of the expediency of appoint- 
ing a Surgeon-General of the Massachusetts Army. 
- "Ordered, That the Account Books of Major Barter be 
corhfnitted to the care of the Committee of Supplies. 

Adjourned to Sunday morning, eight o'clock. 

-. .--■;''-..■ - Sunday, July 9, 1775. 

The Committee appointed to consider a Resolve relative 
to seizing the Crown Officers, reported, by way of Re- 
solve, as follows : 

Reflecting with the greatest concern on the miseries of 
pur friends and .brethren in the Town and Harbour of Bos- 
ton, who are now suffering under the cruel hand of tyranny, 
and can think of no other method to release them than to 



take into safe custody all the Crown Officers in the United 
Colonies ; therefore, 

Resolved, That it be, and is hereby humbly suggested 
to the most serious consideration of the honourable Conti- 
nental Congress now sitting at Philadelphia, whether it 
would not be proper to seize immediately, and take into 
custody every Crown Officer in said Colonies, and them 
safely keep, until our suffering brethren are liberated and 
fully compensated for their loss and sufferings. All which 
is humbly submitted. 

The Report was recommitted, and the Secretary was 
added to .the Committee, and the Committee directed to 
report, by way of Letter, and to insert a clause relative to 
the desire of this Congress thaf the Continental Congress 
would adjourn nearer the seat of action. 

The Committee appointed to consider a Resolve of the 
Committee of Safety recommending the appointment of 
four Master Armourers, reported. The Report was order- 
ed to lie on the table, till the Committee, for revising the 
commision of the Committee of Safety and the commis- 
sion of the Committee of Supplies, reported. 

Ordered, That .Mr." Gift, Mr. Pickering, and Mr. 
Woodbridge, be a Committee to consider a Letter from 
Mr, John Scollay, relative to the Poor of the Town of 
Boston. The Letter is as follows, viz : 

" Boston, July 8, 1775. 

"Sir: His Excellency the Governour having, by Mr. 
Secretary Flucker, sent a message to the Selectmen, Over- 
seers of the Poor, and Committee of Donations, respect- 
ing the removal of the poor, and other inhabitants of the 
Town of Boston, they attended the same, and after deli- 
berating on the matter, presented to Mr. Secretary their 
doings thereon, a copy of which is here. enclosed, to which 
his Excellency has been pleased to accede. 

" As there has of. late been an interruption of the inha 
bitants, with their effects, passing out of the Town into the 
Country, perhaps the matter may have dropped with you, 
and proper accommodations may not have been provided 
for the reception of any more of the Poor of the Town 
than have already left it ; and as the state of the inhabi- 
tants is really distressing, we shall be glad an immediate 
attention be given to the above, and that we, as soon as 
may be, know your resolutions thereon... As many of these 
poor unhappy people are not. in a condition to be removed 
by land carriage, therefore, we should think, that the place 
of their destination might be as near water ^carriage as may 
be convenient. If it would not be thought assuming, we 
would beg leave to suggest the Towns of Salem or Mar- 
blehead, as proper places for the above purpose. 

" His Excellency does expect, that whatever vessels or 
other carriages may be employed in this business, ample 
security be given that they shall be.safe„from_any detention, 
and that they, and the persons that occupy them, he per- 
mitted to return without .hindrance or. molestatioru 

"lam, in behalf of the Committee, your most humble 
servant, John Scollay, Chairman. 

" To James Warren, Esquire." 

"The Selectmen, Overseers of the Poor, and Commit- 
tee of Donations, having received a message from his Ex- 
cellency the Governour, by Mr. Secretary Flucker, re- 
specting the removal of the poor, and other inhabitants of 
the Town, and attended the same, with all proper deference 
and respect, beg leave to represent ; that the number of 
the poor in the Alms-house, amounts to about two hun- 
dred, of which they suppose that one hundred and sixty or 
one hundred and seventy may be removed, for which the 
Selectmen, Overseers, and Committee aforesaid, will make 
all proper provision, his Excellency providing boats arid 
carriages for transportation "by water or land, as may be 
thought best, and allowing such quantities of provisions, 
bedding, clothing, and medicine, as may be necessary 
and proper. The kw unhappy persons that may be una- 
ble to be removed, must be left, an (f are earnestly recom- 
mended to his Excellency's well-known humanity. 

"As to the poor, and other inhabitants of the Town, 
who' if not already, will soon be re duce cLto t he gre atest 
distress, the Selectmen, Overseers, antTCornmittee appre- 
hend, that by far the greatest part, if not the whole, would 
immediately remove themselves, with the small assistance 
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they might receive from the Committee of Donations, pro- 
vided they could obtain his Excellency's permission. 

"The Selectmen, Overseers, and Committee, previous 
to their removal, beg for leave to write to such persons in 
the country as may be empowered to take care of, and 
provide for the poor, that these destitute persons may find 
such assistance and relief as their particular circumstances 
may require." 

Ordered, That the Secretary, Dr. Taylor, and Major 
Brooks, be a Committee to confer with Mr. John Lane on 
the difficulties which attend the supplying the Indians at 
Falmouth, Casco Bay.* 

Resolved, That the Hon. Jedediah Preble and the Hon. 
Enoch Freeman, Esquire, be, and hereby are empowered 
to supply the Indians of the Penobscot Tribe with any 
quantity of Goods, not exceeding the value of three hun- 
dred Pounds, and to draw on the Receiver- General for the 
same, who is hereby directed to pay such draughts in three 
months after the date of this Resolve, and to take Furs and 
Skins of the said Indians in exchange, on the account of 
this Colony, they to be accountable for their proceedings. 

Ordered, That Deacon Cheever be a Committee to 
bring in a Resolve, empowering the Committee of Sup- 
plies to furnish General Washington with such articles of 
household Furniture as he has wrote to said Committee 
for. 

Afternoon. 

Resolved, That the consideration of the allowance pro- 
per to be made to Mr. Fowle, for the use of his house by 
several Committees of this Congress, be referred to the 
General Assembly. 

The Committee on the Letter of Mr. John Scollay, of 
Boston, reported as follows : 

The Committee to vvhom was referred the Letter from 
John Scollay, Esquire, in the name of the Selectmen, &c, 
of Boston, have attended the service assigned them, and 
are of opinion, that the letter, and paper accompanying 
the same, be referred to the Committee of Safety of this 
Colony; and that said Committee, if they see fit, on being 
satisfied that said poor, and other inhabitants, may leave 
Boston with such quantities of provisions, bedding, Sic., 
as mentioned in the paper purporting to be an agreement 
with General Gage, provide such conveyances for trans- 
porting into the country such of said poor as are able 
to bear the T same, to be ready at such time and place 
as may be agreed upon ; and that notice be given to 
Salem, Marllehead, or any other seaports, to receive such 
of said poor as will not bear being removed otherwise than 
by water; and that all expenses for removing and support- 
ing said poor be paid by the Colony. 

The Report was ordered to lie for further consideration. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a list of such 
Towns its it would be expedient to apply to for Shirts, 
Breeches, &.c, again reported. The Report was accept- 
ed, and is_ja_s. follows, viz : 

Whereas, there is a very pressing demand for some articles 
of clothing, more especially of Shirts, Breeches, Stockings, 
and Shoes, in the Army raised by the Colony of the Mas- 
sachusetLs-B_ay, and there is danger of very mischievous 
consequences from a delay of supplying the same : 

Resolved, That the inhabitants of the respective Towns 
and Districts in the Counties specified in a list hereunto 
annexed, be most earnestly desired, as soon as possible, to 
procure such a number of each of the articles of Shirts, 
Breeches, and Stockings, as are affixed to their said Towns 
and Districts, respectively, of a serviceable quality, and as 
many good Shoes as they can; obtain, and deliver the same 

* LETTER FROM T-IE FOUR INDIAN QHIEFS TO ANDREW OILMAN. 

Falmouth, July 4, 1775. 
Sir : We have been here five days, and did expect to go home with 
the supplies for our tribe in r a sloop. But as we are told Captain John 
Lane must return to Watertown before our supply can be sent, \va 
have agreed to go home in our canoes, though we should rather go in 
said sloop We bog leave to let you know it is our desire that Captain 
Lane may be appointed truckmastor, with full power to redress, any 
insults we may receive from the white people when we come in to 
trade. You may depend on our friendship, and assistance, if required. 
We are your humble servants, 

Olknaji, Joseph, 

Mlsshall, Pooler. 
Andrew Gilman, Interpreter, 



to the person or persons now to be appointed by this Con- 
gress to collect them, who are directed to give receipts to 
the owners, at the prices for which they shall mutually 
agree, (keeping an account thereof,) in the form follow- 
ing, viz : 

" The day of , 1775. Received of , 

— shirts, at — ; — pair of Breeches, at — ; pair of Stock- 
ings, at — ; — pair of Shoes, at — : amounting to the sum 
of , for the service of the Colony of the Massachusetts- 
Bay; which the Receiver-General is directed, in forty days 

after the date hereof, to pay to the said , or order, in 

notes or bills of credit of this Colony." 

And the Receiver-General is hereby required to pay the 
same accordingly. And that this business may be effected 
with the greatest expedition, the Selectmen and Commit- 
tees of Correspondence in the several Towns and Districts 
before mentioned, are hereby most earnestly reqested to 
afford the utmost aid in their power to the person or per- 
sons appointed as aforesaid, in collecting said articles. 
And those persons are further directed to take such mea- 
sures as will enable them to ascertain the price of each 
article on its arrival, and to contract at a reasonable rate 
with suitable wagoners and teamsters, to transport the 
effects, when procured, with great despatch, to the Com- 
mittee of Supplies at Watertown, giving them a certificate 
of the sums to be paid for such service ; for which sum said 
Committee are hereby directed to draw on the publick 
Treasury, in favour of any thus contracted with, or their 
orders; and the Receiver-General is accordingly directed 
to pay the same. 

Committee. — Suffolk : Mr. Daniel Vose, Milton; Mr. 
Abner Ellis, Dedham; Deacon Jabez Fisher, IVrentham. 

Essex : Major Asa Perley, Boxford ; Colonel Daniel 
Thurston, Bradford ; Major A. Fuller, Middleton. 

Middlesex: Mr. Peter Bent, Marlborough ; Captain 
Timothy Walker, Wilmington; Mr. Israel Hobart, Totcn- 
shend; Mr. Samuel Sprague, Stoneham. 

Plymouth: Mr. Ebenezer Thompson7 TT'rr/r/o.T ; Col, 
Joseph Cushing, Hanover; Mr. George 'Partridge, Dui- 
bvry. 

Bristol r Mr. Thomas Durfee, Fret town.; Ca.pt. Ben- 
jamin King, Raynham; Benjamin Aikin, Esquire, Dart- 
mouth. 

Worcester : Mr. David Bancroft, Worcester; Mr. Jo- 
seph Wheeler, Harvard; Col. Jonathan Grout, Petersham. 

Barnstable: Colonel Joseph Otis, Barnstable; Col. 
N. Freeman, Sandwich ; Col. Elisha Cobb, Welljleet. 

Dukes County: James Athorne, Esquire. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and he here- 
by is directed to pay Doctor Benjamin Church, Junior, or 
order, the sum of thirty-four Pounds, five Shillings, and 
two Pence, in full discharge of his account of expenses 
for himself and servant, on a journey-to Philadelphia, in 
May last. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gill, Mr. Phillips, and Dr. Taylor, 
be a Committee to provide a Dinner, on the 19th. instant, 
for themselves and the Clergy. 

Ordered, That Mr. Kollock, Dr. Taylor, and Deacon 
Nichols, be a Committee to get the Resolves relative to 
procuring Shirts, Breeches, fee, printed "anctcfis'persed, one 
to each Town mentioned in the schedule," arid one to each 
of the Committee. " .'"'■".'*_" 

The Committee appointed to bring in an additional Re- 
solve relative to the Poor of Boston, reported, The Re- 
port was accepted, and is as follows, viz: — "" 

Whereas, it appears that some Towns in this Colony 
have a larger number of the Poor of the Towns of Boston 
and Charlestown than has been her etof ore assigned them, 
and more than they are willing to retain: 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Selectmen of 
those Towns to cause such Poor to.be removed io_some 
Town tljai_sh.aU not have the proportion heretofore assign- 
ed, or shall be willing UTreceive them, (and if convenient 
to those of such Towns that said Poor may choose,) pro- 
vided said Poor are possessed of a certificate from either 
of the Selectmen or Overseers of the Poor of the Towns 
of '.Boston ,or .Charlcstoion, showing that they were inha- 
bitants of either of those Towns on the 1st of March last. 
And... he Selectmen or Overseers of the. Poor, of the Towns 
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qualified as aforesaid, to which the before-mentioned Poor 
itiay be conveyed, with a certificate as above prescribed, 
are requested to receive and make provision for the same, 
as has been before directed ; all reasonable charges attend- 
ing such removal to be paid by this Colony. 

The Committee directed to prepare a Letter to the 
Continental Congress, reported. The Report was accept- 
ed, and is as follows, viz : 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, July 9, 1775. 

May it flease tour Honours: With hearts deeply 
affected by the sufferings of our friends in the Town and 
Harbour of Boston, under the cruel hand of tyrannick 
power, we think it incumbent on us to take every measure 
which may tend to their release. To that end we now 
beg leave humbly to suggest to your Honours, whether it 
would not be expedient immediately to seize every Crown 
Officer within the United Colonies, and them in safe cus- 
tody retain, until this purpose be effected, and full com- 
pensation have b^en made them for the unjust and perfi- 
dious treatment they have received from General Gage. 

We have only once more to express our wishes, that if 
the general service will permit, you might adjourn to sotne 
convenient place nearer the seat of action, that we rnight 
more speedily obtain the aid and advice of the Grand 
CounciL.of the. _ .Continent jn. these important matters, 
which, though of general concern, do more immediately 
affect us. ....... 

Ordered, That it be fairly drawn, authenticated, and 
sent forward. 

Ordered, That Mr. Kollock, Mr. Batchelder, and 
Deacon Plympton, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve 
for the purpose of supplying the Penobscot Indians with a 
small quantity of Gunpowder. 

The Committee made a Report; which was accepted, 
and is as follows, viz : 

Whereas, application has been made to this Congress by 
Captain John Lane, Agent for the Penobscot Tribe; of 
Indians, for a small quantity of Powder for supplying said 
Indians; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies is hereby 
directed to deliver out of the publick stores of this Colony, 
to the said John Lane, twenty-five pounds of Powder for 
the use aforesaid, taking said Lane's receipt therefor, to 
deliver the same to General Preble and Colonel Enoch 
Freeman, on account of this Colony; and said Committee 
are hereby directed to replace the same again as soon, as 
may be, from some Town in this Colony, (if they judge it 
necessary,) that can best spare the same. 

Resolved, That the Selectmen of the Town of Water- 
town be, and hereby are empowered and directed to take 
into their custody one Daniel Green, now in this Town, 
who was wounded and taken a prisoner on the 19th of April 
last, and convey him to the jail in Concord, there to be 
confingd Jtin__the, further order of this Congress, or some 
future House _of_Assembly of this Colony. 

Adjourned to Monday morning, eight o'clock. 

. , .. . ,,.,, ...... ,..., Monday, July 10, 1775. 

Ordered, That the Warrants for Surgeons, Adjutant- 
Generals, and Quartermaster-Generals, be committed to 
the Committee of Safety to be delivered. 

Ordered, That Deacon Baker bring in a Resolve di- 
recting the Receiver-General to pay Mr. Hastings for his 
services as Doorkeeper. 

Ordered, That the Letter from John Scollay, Esq., of 
Boston, and the Paper accompanying it, be put into the 
hands of. the Committee of Safety. 

Ordered, That the President, Doctor Church, and Mr. 

Gerry, be a Committee to prepare an answer to a Letter 

this day received from General Lee; and that eleven 

o'clock be assigned for the choice of some person to attend 

\G*ejrefaTXee, on an Interview with General Burgoyne. 

-M '.'.--. Letter from General Lee. 

.;:...-, :,.i-.i,.^.'. " Head-Quarters, July 10, 1775. 

" General Lee presents his respects to the President and 
gentlemen of the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, 
and submits to their perusal a letter which he yesterday 



received from General Burgoyne, in answer to one which 
was read and approved of by the Delegates of this Prov- 
ince, and other Members of the Continental Congress. He 
begs leave to receive their commands with respect to the 
proposed interview. If they approve of ii, he shall be 
glad to accept of it ; if they disapprove, he shall reject it. 
But if they approve of it, he must request that they will 
depute some one gentleman of their body to accompany 
General Lee, and be witness of the conversation. He de- 
sires their answer immediately, as he has engaged to inform 
General Burgoyne by four o'clock this afternoon, whether 
the interview is to take place. He shall likewise be much 
obliged to the gentlemen if they will return the letter ; but 
if they choose to take a copy of it, he can have no objec- 
tion. 

Ordered, That Mr. Pickering, Mr. Spear, and Mr. 
Phillips, be a Committee to examine .a number of Letters 
this day laid before the Congress, brought from London by 
Captain Folger. 

Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is ordered, that the 
Committee of Supplies immediately furnish General Wa$h~ 
ington with ten good Horses, with saddles and bridles, for 
the publick use. 

Ordered, That Mr. Batchelder count and sort jhe votes 
for a person to attend General Lee, on an interview with 
General Burgoyne. 

Mr. Batchelder having attended that service, reported 
that Mr. Elbridge Gerry was chosen. 

Ordered, That Colonel Porter, Doctor Taylor, and 
Major Brooks, be a Committee, whose business it shall be, 
in conjunction with the Committee of Safety, to make 
thorough inquiry into the subject-matter of a Letter this 
day received from General Washington; and that the 
Committee be directed to confer with G ener al Wash ington 
on the subject of his Letter, and particularly to inform him 
of the number of men we had generally estimated in the 
Massachusetts Forces, from the return of the .General Offi- 
cers ; from the money paid out of the Treasury for a 
month's advance pay to the soldiers ; and from the provi- 
sion made for billeting the said Forces. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to Gene- 
ral Lee, reported.. The Report was accepted, and ordered 
to be authenticated and sent forward to General Lee by 
Doctor Church, Doctor Taylor, and Mr. Gerry, a Com- 
mittee for that purpose. „ _ 

Sir : The Congress have perused the Letter from Gene- 
ral Burgoyne, which you was kind enough to submit to 
their inspection. They can have no objection to the pro- 
posed interview, from a want of the_ highest confidence in 
the wisdom, discretion, and integrity of General Lee ; but 
beg leave to suggest, that as the confidence of the people 
in their General is so essentially necessary to the well-con- 
ducting the enterprize in which we are engaged ; and as a 
people contending for their liberties are naturally disposed 
to jealousy, and not Inclined to make t h e m ost f avourable 
construction of the motives of conduct which they are not 
fully acquainted with, whether such an interview might not 
have a tendency to lessen the influence. which, the Congress 
would wish to extend to the utmo st of their power to. I'acili- 
tate and succeed the operations of war. 

The Congress, agreeable to your request, have, to pre- 
vent, as far as we are able, any disagreeable consequences 
which may arise from the jealousy of the people on such 
an occasion, appointed Mr. Elbridge Gerry to attend you 
at the proposed interview, ifyou shall think proper to pro- 
ceed in it ; and as they do not.think^iemsejves authorized 
to counteract the General's inclinati on, fhey would submit 
it to his opinion, whether the advice. of ^the_. Council of War 
might not be taken in a matter of such apparent delicacy. 

To the Honourable General Lt&.._ 

Ordered, That Colonel Mitchell, Captain Batchelder, 
and Deacon Nichols, be a Committee to consider the cir- 
cumstances of the Town ot.Hull, and report what is best 
to be done. "_^~ ~~_ '"' . 

Ordered, That M r. Phillips, Deacon JSichols, and 
Captain Stone, be a Committee to consider the situation 
of the publick stock of Powder, and report what shall be 
done with it. 
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Afternoon. 

Resolved, That the Resolve which passed yesterday, 
relative to Daniel Green, be reconsidered ; and that Capt. 
Stone be appointed to bring in a Resolve with regard to him. 

Ordered, That Mr. Baker, Mr. Kollock, and Captain 
Parker, be a Committee to consider an Account of Mr. 
John Gill. 

Ordered, That Captain Vose, Mr. Jeweii, and Mr. 
Bigelow, be a Committee to consider an Account of Mr. 
Moses Lammon, for a gun sold Barnabas Evans. 

Ordered, That the Committee for signing the Bills, 
&.C., be directed to sit and despatch the business, that the 
soldiers may be paid off according to order of Congress. 

Ordered, That Captain Stone, Mr. Bigelow, and Capt. 
Harnden, be a Committee to consider the Account of Mr. 
Isaac Bissell. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be directed 
to write to the Selectmen of Charlestown and Walpole, in 
the Government of New-Hampshire, and desire them to 
inform them what Cannon there are in those Towns be- 
longing to this Colony; and the said Committee are to take 
into their custody such as they shall find to be the property 
of this Colony. 

Resolved, That Mr. Stephen Hall be on the Committee 
in the room of Doctor Gunn, to sign the Colony Notes. 
Mr. Israel Nichols's Account was passed upon ; and, 
Ordered, That the Receiver-General be, and he is 
hereby directed to pay to Mr. Israel Nichols the sum of 
eighteen Shillings, in full of his Account. 

Capt. Stone, agreeable to order, brought in the following 
Resolve respecting Daniel Green; which was accepted: 

Resolved, That the Selectmen of Watertown be, and 
hereby are directed to take Daniel Green, a prisoner taken 
in the late battle on the 19th of April last, who is now in 
this Town, and safely convey him to Mr. Jones, prison- 
keeper at Concord ; and said prison-keeper is hereby di- 
rected safely to keep, and properly support, the said Green, 
until further order of the Congress, or House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

The Committee on Captain Lane's Account, reported. 
The Report was accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and he is 
hereby directed to pay Capt. John Lane the sum of three 
Pounds, six Shillings, for horse-hire and expenses from 
Falmouth to Watertown, and back again, in behalf of the 
Penobscot Tribe of Indians. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and he is 
hereby directed to pay to Mr. Simon Hastings the sum of 
eight Pounds, four shillings, for attending this Congress as 
a Doorkeeper, for forty-one days, the present session. 

Adjourned to Tuesday morning, eight o'clock. 

Tuesday, July 11, 1775. 

A Le tter fro m .,_.._.._,. ...... of New-York, to the 

Committee of Donations for the Town of Boston, was 
read. Upon which the Congress assumed the consideration 
of a Report relative to such Donations ; which was accept- 
ed, and ordered to be printed in the Newspapers, and is as 
follows, viz : 

Whereas, the Poor of Boston and Charlestown, who have 
been assigned to the several Towns in this Colony, have 
been and still are supported at the publick expense, for 
reasons that are obvious ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Money, Grain, Flour, &c, that have 
or shall be generously given for the. support of said Poor, 
apd lodged within this Colony, ought to be considered as 
belonging to the publick stock of this Colony, for the use 
aforesaid; and the Committee of Supplies are hereby di- 
rected to take care of such Donations accordingly, till the 
further order of this Congress, or House of Representa- 
tiyes. And when any Town shall, by order of said Corn- 
mjtTee, oFotherwise, receive or make use of such Dona- 
tions," or any'parT thereof, the Selectmen of such Town are 
hereby ordered to exhibit an exact account thereof to this 
Congress, or some future House of Representatives, as 
credjt to their accounts of charges for the support of the 
Poor abovesaid. 



A Resolve of the Committee of Safety, relative to Sol- 
diers who had enlisted a second time, was read, and com- 
mitted to the Committee who were yesterday appointed to 
inquire into the subject of General Washington's Letter. 

Resolved, That if this Committee is not ready to report 
to the Congress at its present session, that they be directed 
to report to the next General Assembly, or House of Re- 
presentatives. 

Ordered, That Doctor Church, Captain Stone, and Mr. 
Woodbridge, be a Committee to inquire into the subject 
of a Resolve of the Committee of Safety relative to Mr. 
Winslow's employing one William Lightly to carry a load 
of Molasses from Connecticut to New-York. 

Resolved, That this Congress has no objection to Mrs. 
Mary Greenwood having a permit to go into Boston. 

The Committee appointed to consider the circumstances 
of the Town of Hull, reported. The Report was accept- 
ed, and is as follows, viz : 

The Committee appointed by this Congress to consider 
of a request of a Committee from the Town of Hull, set- 
ting forth that they are now invested by an armed vessel, 
and expect that the communication between them and their 
neighbourswill soon be cut off, beg leave to report the fol- 
lowing Resolve, viz : 

Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby accordingly re- 
commended to the Selectmen and Committee of Corres- 
pondence of the Town of Hingham. and District of Cohas- 
set, that they cause all convenient assistance to be given to 
the inhabitants of Hull, in removing their effects from that 
place, and securing and removing the crops of grain and 
other produce from said Town, to some secure place, for 
the use of the present proprietors of the same. 

Mr. Pickering, by leave of Congress, presented the fol- 
lowing Resolve in behalf of Captain Samuel Williams; 
which was accepted : 

On an application made to this Congress, setting forth 
that a number of gentlemen at Salem, in this Colony, have 
employed Captain Samuel Williams, of that Town, to pro- 
cure for them, at their cost, a number of barrels of Powder 
at New-York, or elsewhere to the southward : _ 

Resolved, That the intention of those gentlemen is 
agreeable to this Congress ; and that Captain Samuel Wil- 
liams appears to be a friend to his country, and possesses 
the confidence of his Townsmen ; and that if he executes 
his commission, it will be of great service to this and the 
other Colonies. 

Resolved, That the persons employed in cutting the 
grass on the land of the Refugees, be allowed half a pint of 
Rum each per day. 

Afternoon. 
Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Mr. Phillips, and Colonel 
Porter, be a Committee to repair immediately to General 
Washington, and know of him what number of men he 
would have this Congress raise for a temporary re-enforce- 
ment of the Army; and to inform the General of the pow- 
ers vested by this Congress in the Committee of Safety, 
and to confer with the Genera] at large on the state of the 
Army, and in particular with respect to some soldiers of the 
Army who have enlisted twice.* 

* The following Resolution is filed with the papers of this Congress : 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, July 11, 1775. 
Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be directed to wait on 
General Washington, and inform him of the powers with which the 
Congress have vested them ; and that the Committee of Supplies remain 
possessed of all those powers they have heretofore had ; and to confer 
with the General with regard to the circumstances of the Army, and 
to desire him to call in all that are out on furlough, and direct that 
all recruita.be ordered to the camp as soon as made ; and the said Com- 
mittee are further directed to issue their order for calling in such a 
number of the Militia from the several parts of this Colony as the 
General shall request, not exceeding three thousand men, to remain in 
canrp, subject to the regulations of the Army, till the several Regi- 
ments shall be recruited or filled up, or till the Congress, or some fu. 
tiire Gsneral Assembly shall judge it safe to dismiss them ; and the 
Non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers of the Militia, so called, must 
bring in with them a good Firelock and a Blanket ; and the Officers 
of the soldiers so called in, shall be paid for their services agreeable to 
the establishment already made for the Army ; and each soldier and 
non-commissioned officer who shalLbe detained in said service more 

than days, shall each of them so detained, be paid out of the 

publick Treasury twelve Shillings, over and above the established pay, 
in the room of a blanket. 
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Ordered, That the President, Col. Palmer, Mr. Jcu-eit, 
Captain Stone, and Col. Farley, be a Committee to devise 
some means of raising speedily a temporary re-enforcement 
of the Army, and to bring in an Establishment. 

Ordered, That Captain Brown, Mr. Glover, and Major 
Fuller, be a Committee to procure three Couriers, by ten 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be empowered 
ancTdir ectea to employ some person to number the Colony 

Notes. .. 

^Ordered, That - Mr. Fox and Mr. Bigelow be added to 
the Committee who were appointed to consider what was 
proper to be done with the publick stock of Powder. 

Ordered, That Colonel Lincoln bring in a Resolve de- 
termining what is best to be done with the Whale-Boats. 

«4 Q r 4 e ieaT? TfiaFMr. ShiUaher, Mr. Johnson, and Mr. 
Brown, be a Committee to see that the Ffsh procured by 
the Committee of Supplies for the use of this Colony, be 
properly taken care of. 

A Memorial of William Hunt was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. The Memorial is as follows, viz : 

" To the Honourable the Members of the Provincial Con- 
gress now sitting at Watertown : 
" William Hunt, of Watertown, in the County of 
Middlesex, Gentleman, humbly shews : 

That an order of the Congress some time since issued 
respecting the disposal of sundry articles, the property 
of Lady FranJcland, which directed that the same should 
be delivered to the custody and safe keeping of such 
person as she should appoint. Agreeable to which direc- 
tion she requested the same should be delivered to the 
care of your memorialist ; notwithstanding which order, the 
Selectmen of the Town of Watertown have taken the same 
into their hands, and will not deliver the same agreeable to 
said order : Wherefore, your memorialist prays a Commit- 
tee may be appointed, to put the aforesaid order of Con- 
gress into complete execution. And, as in duty bound, will 
ever pray. W. Hunt. 

"Watertown, July 10, 1775." 

Major Barter's Account was allowed, and the Recefver- 
General directed to pay it. 

._C oJ one] Lincoln, agreeable to appointment, brought in 
the following Resolve relative to Whale-Boats, which was 
accepted^: 

, Whereas, the Congress some time past directed and em- 
powered, in the absence of Captain Joshua Davis, Captain 
EdnuindJSoper to take care of a number of Whale-Boats, 
then lying in the River at Braintree, purchased by said 
Davis for tFe use of the Colony; and as he hath procured 
andjbrought there a very considerable number more, which 
require his care and inspection, and as one person is suffi- 
cient to have the care of the whole of them ; therefore, 

Resolved, That as Capt. Davis is now returned, Capt. 
Edmund Soper be excused from any care of said Boats, 
until further orders ; that he give information to said Davis 
where they are lodged ; and if he hath delivered any of them 
to the order of the officers in the Army, to whom they were 
delivered, in order to his receiving. them into his possession, 
as soon as the publick service will admit of it. 

Adjourned to eight o'clock to-morrow morning. 

'.'.''- Wednesday, July 12, 1775. 

; The Committee appointed to consider a Resolve of the 
Committee of Safety, relative to Mr. Winslow's employing 
0% William Lightly to carry a load of Molasses to New- 
York, fee, reported the following Letter to Governour 
Trumbull, which was accepted, and ordered to be authen- 
ticated, an3 sent forward : 

11 May it please your Honour: 

" The Brlgantine Nancy, now in the harbour of Stoning- 
ton, in Connecticut, being laden with molasses, the proper- 
ty of the late Joshua Winslow, of Boston, a noted and 
active friend to Administration, which, as we are well in- 
formed, Ts how directed to be conveyed to New- York, .and 
n-onT_tfience,"ai we conjecture from sundry suspicious crr- 
cuinstances5'*io he sent to Boston' the master who has 
undertaken this business, being now in custody, having 



given the information before mentioned : the Congress 
of the Massachusetts-Bay beg leave to observe to your 
Honour, whether prudence and good policy do not suggest 
to detain said ship and cargo, or such part of it as belongs 
to said Winslow, for the use of the Colonies, rather than to 
suffer them to fall into the hands of General Gage, where 
they will be improved to the support of our enemies, and 
to augment the distress of these Colonies. 

" We have the honour to be, &c. 

" To the Honourable Governour Trumbull." 

Resolved, That said William Lightly be confined in 
Concord Jail, and that Mr. Davis be dismissed ; and that 
Mr. Woodbridge bring in a Resolve for this purpose. 

Ordered, That Mr. Crane and Mr^Fox make out 
Warrants for several Surgeons and Surgeons^ Mates, agree- 
able to a list this day exhibited by Dr. Taylor, and that 
such Warrants, when made out, be transmitted to the 
Committee of Safety. 

Mr. Glover, by leave of Congress, brought in a Resolve, 
recommending to such able-bodied men as Jiave left their 
seaport Towns, to return ; which Resolve was accepted, 
and is as follows, viz : 

Whereas, many able-bodied men who were inhabitants 
of the seaport Towns of the Colony have removed their 
families into the country, and have themselves left said 
Towns, and carried with them their Arms and Ammuni- 
tion ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this Congress do approve of the conduct 
of such persons, so far as respects the removing the women 
and children, and valuable effects. It is recommended to 
the male inhabitants fit to bear arms, that they return to 
their respective Towns, and there continue, with that dig- 
nity and firmness which ought ever to distinguish an Ame- 
rican, and to defend them from the ravages of the enemy, 
until it shall be judged by the inhabitants of such Towns, at 
a meeting for that purpose, expedient to vacate the same. 

Ordered, That Dr. Taylor, Captain Stone, and Colo- 
nel Mosely, be a Committee to consider the subject of a 
Letter from Captain Noble, dated PitisjieTd, July 3, 1775, 
and report. The Letter is as follows, viz: 

"Tittsflfija, July 3, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : Agreeable to your directions have trans- 
mitted to you the pay-roll of my Company when in the 
service of this Colony under Colonel Benedict Arnold, at 
the posts of Ticonderoga and Crown Point; and as they 
are destitute of real necessaries, theylnust have their pay. 
Have also transmitted you my account of moneys disbursed 
out of pocket, which am in the greatest want of. 

" Pray the honourable Committee to use their influence 
that the bills be passed, and money transmitted me by the 
bearer, Mr. William Barber, whom you may~confide in. 

" I have received of Colonel Arnold, for which I gave 
him my receipt, twenty-seven Pounds, seven Shillings, and 
one Penny. This money I delivered to my soldiers, in 
part of their bounty. 

" I am, gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

"James Noble. 
" To the Honourable Walter Spooner, Esq." 

" Roll of Captain Noble's Company. — James Noble, 
Captain; Joel Dickerson, Lieutenant; Benjamin Coy, 
Ensign ; Nathaniel Hail, Sergeant; Rufus Gun, Sergeant; 
J. Hitchcock, Sergeant; James Brattle, Sergeant; Jere- 
miah Silvers, Corporal; Daniel Jones, Corporal; James 
Mills, Corporal; Benjamin Gleason, Corporal; Askball 
Stall, Drummer; William PileaiL, Isaac Stearns, Peter 
Fayns, Sol. Bartholomy, Nicholas Powers, Daniel Olds, 
William Little, Mark Noble, Shubael JDemTck, David 
Stough, Daniel Jass, Samuel Peacock, William Osborn, 
Moses Bartlett, Jacob Lathbone, Samuel Gittra, Noah 
Pangbovn, Timothy Baker, John Grisse]l, John Briant, 
John Bedair, John Wood, David Gray, Gideon Sprague, 
Cornelius Mather, M. McGhaarson, Josiah Stail, Michael 
Holbrook, John Noble, Noah Pangborn,^Jr., Jonathan 
Squire, Samuel Pangborn, Benjamin Grlssell, Jr., Jacob 
Stockwell, John French, F. McCreatre, John Ward, 
Joseph Ketcbell, David Ketchell, 1 ' ~___ _ '_'_" 

Mr. Woodbridge, agreeable to appWntm?ni,"orought in 
the following Resolves, which were accepted : 



'•-*. 



-j»^^...^».. 



■■,. — * .-,- >...i-.,».-- *» i ...^... . 



-'-"- ■-— n^tiiua-ini 



1509 



MASSACHUSETTS PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, JULY, 1775. 



1510 



Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and hereby 
is directed to pay to Mr. Jacob Bigelow the sum of thir- 
teen Pounds, for sundry Axes, Shovels, and Spades, and 
for procuring and carting the same for the use of the Army, 
agreeable to the directions of this Congress. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and he is 
hereby directed to pay Jonathan Brown the sum of five 
Pounds, two Shillings, for sundry Axes, and for collecting 
the same, for the use of the Army, agreeable to the direc- 
tion of this Congress. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and he is 
hereby directed to pay Major A. Fuller seven Pounds, 
two Shillings, and eight Pence, for Axes, Sic, as above. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and lie is 
hereby directed to pay Deacon Jonas Stone the sum of 
eighteen Pounds, twelve Shillings, and eight Pence, for 
Axes, &.c, as above. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and he is 
hereby directed to pay Mr. Enoch Ellis the sum of eight 
Pounds, three Shillings, and seven Pence, for Axes, Stc, 
as above. 

The Committee appointed to confer with the General 
relative to the number of men necessary to be raised for a 
temporary re-enforcement, reported a Letter from him,* 
which was committed to the Committee appointed to de- 
vise means of raising such re-enforcement, to which Com- 
mittee Colonel Porter, Mr. Glover, and Captain Parker, 
were added. 

Resolved, That Dr. Church, Dr. Taylor, and Dr. 
Whiting, be a Committee to take into their custody all the 
Medicines, Medical Stores and Instruments which are or 
may be provided for the use of the Army of this Colony, 
and to dispense them at their best discretion, so that no 
peculation or needless waste be made of the Medicinal 
Stores belonging to the publick. 

Resolved, That the President have leave to go home 
in the afternoon. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Afternoon. 

The Committee appointed to consider the situation of 
the publick stock of Powder, reported, The Report 
being amended, was drawn anew, accepted, and is as 
follows, viz: 

This Congress taking into consideration the situation of 
the publick stock of Powder that is now in Watertown, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee of 
Supplies to make a division of said Powder into two or 
more parcels, as they shall judge requisite ; that they de- 
posite one part in this Town, and the remainder in such 
other Town or Towns as they shall think most expedient. 

Ordered, That Col. Lincoln, Mr, GUI, and Captain 
Stone, be a Committee to examine fifteen persons taken 
pris5ners at Long-Island, and sent to ...this Congress, by 
the Committee of Safety. 

Ordered, That Dr. Taylor, Mr. Phillips, and Major 
Fuller, be a Committee to enlarge the commission of the 
Committee of Safety. 

A Letter from the Committee of Safety, requesting this 
Congress to appoint a Special Committee to make provision 
for the Poor of Boston and Charlestown, was read. The 
matter, after debate, was ordered to subside. 

The Report of the Committee, for devising means of 
raising a temporary re-enforcement, was taken into con- 
sideration, and after much debate, was recommitted, and 
Colonel Palmer and Mr. Phillips were added to the Com- 
mittee. 

The Committee appointed to examine the fifteen Pri- 

* Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 12, 1775. 

Sir: Upon a conference with the .other. Generals, respecting the 
Militia, it has been concluded that one thonsand.men, to be stationed 
in and about Medford, will be sufficient for the present seTvice. 

His Excellency has also directed me to request of the Congress in 
his name, that thoy would urge the .Committees; in the several Towns 
to forward and promote the new. levies as much as possible^ and" that 
they would exert themselves to send Clothe camp such. soldiers ftsjiave 
staid beyond their furloughs, or have left thelsfrvieey "and may "be 
returned to their former homes. 

I am, Sir, with much respect, your most obedient humble :Befvaht, 

Joseph Reep, Secretary: 



soners sent to the Congress by the Committee of Safety, 
reported, verbally, facts as they found them. Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That Jonathan Winship and Jacob Whipple, 
two of the prisoners, be discharged immediately; that Ja- 
cob Davis, another of the prisoners, be sent to the main 
guard at Cambridge, the Congress having great reason to 
suspect that he enlisted in, and deserted from the Army 
raised by this Colony, and that the officers of the guard be 
certified in writing of what crime the said Jacob now stands 
charged ; that John Freeman, a negro man, said to be the 
servant of Mr. Joseph Howett, of Newburyport, be sent to 
the Jail at Cambridge, there to continue till further orders ; 
that the other prisoners, with the said Jacob and John, be 
committed to Captain Crafts, to be kept under guard until 
further orders. 

Ordered, That Captain Brown cause suitable provision 
to be made for the said prisoners. 

Ordered, That Mr. Learned be directed to charge the 
expenses of keeping Mr. Likely, and the guard that attend 
him, to this Colony. 

Ordered, That Major Fuller, Mr. KoUoclc ,~and ""Mr. 
Crane, be a Committee to consider what is a proper estab- 
lishment of Salt for the Army, and report. 

The Committee appointed to consider a Letter from 
Captain James Noble to Walter Spooner, Esq., reported 
a Resolve and a Letter, which were accepted, and are as 
follow : 

Resolved, That Henry Gardner, Esq., Receiver-Gen- 
eral, be, and hereby is ordered to pay to Captain James 
Noble, or order, one hundred Pounds, as part of his pay- 
roll as Captain in Colonel Benedict Arnold's Regiment, in 
the late expedition against the posts of Ticonderoga and 
Crown Point, for the use of said Company. 

Sir : We received yours of the 3d instant, by Mr. Wil- 
liam Barber, together with your ac count oT expenses, and 
a muster-roll of your Company, whilst in the service of 
this Colony under the command of Colonel Benedict Ar- 
nold; but before your account can be passed with propriety, 
it must be examined and adjusted by indifferent persons. 
Therefore, it is ordered that the Committee of Corres- 
pondence for the Town l of Pittsfield be a Committee for 
that purpose; and it is further ordered, that you make oath 
to the truth and justice of your muster-roll, and see that 
the same be right cast ; then charge yourself with the 
£27 7s. Id. which you received of Colonel Arnold, as 
advance pay for your Company; also, with the one hundred 
Pounds now sent you by Mr. Barber, agreeable to your 
order; then return said roll and account ; and when you 
comply with the above, you will receive the balance due. 

To Captain James Noble. 

Lieutenant Zachariah Gurney having conducted fifteen 
persons, who were taken at Long- Island, to this Congress, 
and the Congresshaving ordered eleven of them under a 
guard of this Town, and dismissed tFe other two, the said 
Gurney is discharged from further attendance. 

The Report of the Committee on Mr, JohnJSiWs Ac- 
count was taken up, and accepted, ancfls as follows, viz: 

The Committee on the Account of John GUI beg leave 
to report, by way of Resolve, as follows : 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and hereby is 
directed to pay to the within-named John GUI, the sum of 
six Pounds, seventeen Shillings, and eight Pence, in full of 
his services on several journeys, horse-hire, expenses, &c. 

The Committee appointed to devise means for raising a 
temporary re-enforcement, again reported. The Repfirt 
was amended, accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, ^TuTji "12, 1775. 

Whereas the great accession of strength to our enemies, by the ic- 
enforcement lately arrived, the extent of the ground we arc obligedjo 
dejfend against them, andjhe expectation we have oT^anothcr atta.ck, 
makes it absolutely necessary for the. safety of this Country, that our 
own Army should, be immediately re-enforced in a more expeditions 
Marnier than by filling up the Regiments already in the field by recruits 
in the common; way of enlistments ; therefore, 

Mesohed, ThaJ;_t.here_b.e immedia.teTy called Irom the Mifitia in the 
several Counties_of SxtjfoYk, TZssex, Midd lesex , Hampshire, Plymouth, 
Worcester, TSarnstaHle, and Bristol, one thousand Men, to serve as a 
.temporary re-enforcement, so long only as the General Assembly of this 
Colony shall judge the publick safety shall require them, in the follow- 
ing "proportion^ viz": Suffolk 75"; Essex 75 ; Middlesex 175_; Hampshire 
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175; Plymouth 75; Worcester 225; Barnstable 75; Bristol 125. — One 
thousand. 

Resolved, That there be a Committee appointed to go into each of 
the aforesaid Counties, and there call together and confer with the 
commanding officers of the several Regiments, and settle the propor- 
tion allotted to each County, that shall be raised from each Regiment, 
in said County ; and determine in what manner they shall be formed 
into regular Companies, and officered by some of the officers of the 
standing Militia, having, in settling the proportion, proper regard to 
the situation of said Regiment; that very few if any men betaken from 
the sea-coast, or very near it, which is exposed to the ravages of tho 
enemy ; and that the Colonel, or commanding officer of each Regi- 
ment, immediately use his utmost endeavours to cause his proportion 
of men, so allotted to them, to be raised and marched into the camp 
without delay, there to be subject to the orders and directions of the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army, and the rules and regulations there- 
of, until they shall be discharged by the General, or the Assembly of 
this Colony. 

Resolved, That the Companies consist of fifty men, including one 
Captain, two Lieutenants, two S -rgeants, two Corporals, one Drum- 
mer, one Fifer ; and that they be paid according to the following es- 
tablishment, foreach month (consisting of thirty days) they shall remain 
in said service, and so in proportion for a less time than a month, viz : 
each Captain £6 10s.; each First Lieutenant £i 10*.; each Second 
Lieutenant £4 ; each Sergeant £3 5s. ; each Corporal £2 19s. ; each 
Drummer an<f Fifi-r £% 19s.; each Private £'2 14«. 
- Resolved, That for the future there shall bo no distinction between 
Minute-Men and the Militia in general, and that the Colonels of the 
several Regiments of Militia have the direction of the whole within 
the limits of their respective Regiments, as well those formerly inhabit- 
ants of some of the seaport Towns, and now residing in tho Regiments 
aforesaid, as the other inhabitants. 

Resolved, That the Field-Officors of each Regiment in this Colony 
return their^names, and the Regiment they command, to the Secretary's 
office of this Colony, as soon as a Secretary Bhall be appointed.* 

Resolved, That the following Letter be sent to the seve- 
ral Towns _; 

" To the Military Officers, Selectmen, and Committee of 
Correspondence in the Town of 

" Gentlemen : You are hereby most earnestly request- 
ed to procure the execution of the subsequent Resolve, 
with the greatest possible expedition. 

"In Provincial Congress, Watertown, July 12, 1775. 

" Whereas, a very speedy augmentation of the Army is 
indispensably necessary, and has been requested by his 
Excellency General Washington, to serve as a temporary 
re-enforcement until the new levies now raising to fill up 
the Regiments in the field may be completed ; therefore, 

"Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby most earnestly 
recommended to the commanding officer of every Company 
in the Town of .... , that they immediately raise and 

send to the camp at Cambridge able-bodied 

men,t each provided with a good firelock, ammunition, and 
blanket ; who shall be detained not longer than one month, 
at furthest, from the beginning of their march, and be paid 
honourably for their service, all due regard in the pay 
being hadTo the difficulty of complying with this requisition 
in tjie present urgency of the business of husbandry. 

. jThave r ormtteiT tTie Tragmenl which was copied on the Journal From 
an imperfect Report on file, and have inserted in place of it the above 
Resolutions, which are also on file. — F. 

t Apportionment of the twenty Companies among the Towns in the 
setefal Counties : 

Dejllram, 22; Medfield, G; Wrontham, '22 Total 50. 

Seedham, 8 ; Stoughto'n, 1 7 ; Stoughtonham, 6 ; Med way, 8 ; Bel- 
lingham, 5 ; Walpole, G. — Total 50. 

Danvers, 11 ; Topsfield, 8 ; Boxford, 11 ; Bradford, 13 ; Middlctown, 
6.— Total 49. 
~Anaove r,"3TH~^ve*rTTHT , fg; Methuen, TO.— Total 58. 

Woburn, 17; Reading, 17; Stoneham, 3; Wilmington, 4; Lexing- 
ton, o"; Bc3for3; 4; "DFacut, 5.— Total 51.. 

Concord, 17; Billcrica^ 13; Chelmsford, 9 ; Tewksbury, 4; Stow, 
5 ; Acton, 4.— Tot iFST." 

Newton, ny Natick, 4; Sherirarn, 5; Weston, 5; Wallham, 8; 
Framingham, 13 ; Lincoln, 4. — Total 52. 
. Marlborough, 20; Sudbury, 18; Hopkinton, 8; Holliston, 5.— Total 51. 

Littleton, GyWestFord, 8; Groton, 13; "Shirley, 3; Pcpperell, 6; Town- 
she"d,"S • TsTmy, 2T Dunstable, 5.— Total 49. 

Bridgawater, 33 ; Pembroke, 13.— Total 46. 

Tifedleborough, 30 ; Hanover, 9; Abington, 11. — Total 50. 
; Taunton,""!"; Eastoh, 8; Nor 
Total 48. 

Tteiipboth, 27; Attleborough, 15; "Rainham, G; Berkley, 5.— Total 53. 

WoreesTer," 17| Leicester, 8 ; Shrewsbury, 13 ; Paxton, 5; North- 
bridge, 2 ; Spencer, 6 ; Upton, 4. — Total 55. 

Grafton, 8; Oxford, 8; Sutton, 17; Charlton, 8; Sturbridge, 10 ; 
Dudley;' G.-ToM- 57." 

"Lancaster, 22 ; Harvard, 11; Hubbardston, 2 ; Leominster, 6; Bol- 
ton, 10— Total 51. 

■BrooMeM, 22 ; Weston, 7 ; Brimfield, 9 ; South-Brimficld, 6; Mon- 
s6 T nTB'; r TaTrrIeTr5-=T^taT3¥. " " 

Hardwich, 12; Greenwich, 5; Holden, 5; New-Salem, 5; Petersham, 
7; Attiol, 4; New-Braintree, 8 jjlutland District, 10.— Total 56. 

Sunbury, 11; Fitchburgh, 4; Westminster, 6; Ashbumham, 2; Win- 
cfiendo'n, 2 ; Temph tori, 6 ; Royalston, 2 ; Princeton, 4; Rutland, 11: 

d~CTiam7i=Totai"j2r_7 :; ; 

"Soutlioorougn", B ; "Westborbugh, 8 ; Northborough, 5 ; Mendon, 17 ; 
TJxhndgS,T8.^Total 50. 



Norton, 9 ; Dighton, 9 ; Mansfield, 5,- 



" Those who are required from . . . . , together with 
others who are called from , will form one Com- 
pany, under the command of such officers as the Field- 
Officers of that Regiment from which the greatest number 
of said Company is taken, shall appoint. And the Field- 
Officers above mentioned, or the major part of them, are 
desired accordingly, without delay, to appoint one Captain 
and two Lieutenants, of persons who now are or have 
been in command, well calculated to serve the publick in 
these departments. By order of Congress : 

" A true copy, Attest." 

Resolved, That the Resolve passed this forenoon, recom- 
mending to able-bodied men, who have left their seaport 
Towns, to return, be reconsidered. 

Adjourned to eight o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, July 13, 1775. 
A Letter from General Washington's Secretary, dated 
nine o'clock, P. M., July 12, 1775, was read, and is as 
follows : 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 12, 1775, 9 o'clock, P.M. 

Gentlemen : By some late intelligence from Boston, 
received this day, of the state and situation of the enemy in 
and about Boston, his Excellency the General is of opinion 
that the re-enforcement of Militia proposed to the Congress 
may be dispensed with, at present, without any injury to 
the publick service. The time of ."harvest, the expected 
Troops from the Southward, and the repeated calls which 
have been made of the like nature frftm this Province, are 
strong reasons to postpone this measure, Inconsistent with 
safety. And as these advices are so authentick as to de- 
serve confidence, the General hopes his determination will 
be agreeable to theCongress. You \vj\\ therefore, Sir, he 
pleased to communicate this to themyimjrder that the most 
early countermand may be given to orders, if already issued, 
or prevent them if they have not. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, 

By his Excellency's command : 

Joseph Reed, Secretary. 

To the Honourable James Warren, Esq., President of the 
Honourable Provincial Congress, Watertown. 
In case of Mr. Warren's absence, or the dissolution of 
the Congress, this letter to be opened by the Committee 
of Safety. Joseph Reed, Secretary. 

Whereupon, Resolved, That the Resolves passed yes- 
terday, for raising a temporary re-enforcement, lie reconsi- 
dered. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committees 
of Correspondence, and Selectmen m the several Towns, 
to forward and promote the new 1 eyi.es_ as much_as possi- 
ble; and that they exert themselves to sencT to the Camp, 
immediately, such soldiers as have staid beyond their fur- 
lough, or have left the service without being discharged. 

A Petition from the Selectmen and Committee ^Harps- 
well was read, and committed to Mr. Johnson, Mr. Perry, 
and Deacon Baker. 

The following Instructions, reported to Be given Captain 
Davis, were considered : 

Captain Davis : _ . . .. _...__..__ 

Sir: You are hereby desired to repair to Stoning- 
ton, in Connecticut, and take charge of the Brig Nancy 
and cargo, lying in said harbour, upon receiving the con- 
sent of his Honour Governour Trumbull; to take account 
of said cargo, and make sale of such part or parts thereof, 
as shall be sufficient to discharge the porlage bill, and such 
other incidental charges as may necessarily arise. Youare 
then directed to secure the remaining part of said cargo 
in good and sufficient stores^ at the place aliove mentioned, 
and to make a return of your doings to this Congress, or 
House of Representatives to be convened. Which cargo 
is to be appropriated to the use of this Colony, and to be 
draughted at the discretion of the Comm_iuee.oTSupplies. 
By order of Congress. ;; .. : : " — = -= : - rT - — ■ 

After debate, the Report was ordered to be dismissed. 

Ordered, That Captain Stone, Captain Baker, and Mr. 
Learned, be a Committee to consider to what Tow ns the ten 
Prisoners now under guard in this Town, shall be sent. 
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Ordered, That Michael Edwards, now under guard in 
this Town, be immediately discharged. 

Ordered, That Mr. Phillips, Colonel Farley, and Mr. 
Kollock, be a Committee to examine and consider an Ac- 
count of Mr. Solomon Lothrop. 

Ordered, That Colonel Lincoln, Colonel Porter, and 
Mr. Perry, be a Committee to consider some method of 
supplying the recruiting officers with money for the pur- 
pose. 

The Committee reported the following Resolve, which 
was accepted, viz : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be, and they 
hereby are empowered and directed to give orders on the 
Receiver-General in favour of such officer or officers as 
are or shall be appointed as recruiting officers, not exceed- 
ing the sum of four Pounds to any one of them, and take 
their receipts for the sum they shall order to them respec- 
tively, which sum is to be deducted from their wages on the 
rolls being made up, unless otherwise ordered by a House of 
Representatives of this Colony; and the Receiver-General 
is hereby directed to pay said orders accordingly. 

Resolved, That the Resolve passed yesterday, direct- 
ing the Receiver-General to pay Captain James Noble, or 
order, the sum of one hundred Pounds, be reconsidered, 
and that a Resolve be drawn by Captain Stone, directing 
the said Receiver-General to pay Mr. William Barber the 
said sum of one hundred Pounds, for the use of Captain 
Noble. 

Resolved, That Captain Stone be appointed to the office 
of President of this Congress, in the absence of Colonel 
Warren. 

Captain Stone, agreeable to his request, being excused 
from the office of President, 

Resolved, That Colonel Benjamin Lincoln be appointed 
to officiate as President of this Congress, in the absence of 
the_Hon. James Warren, Esq. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of 
the Selectmen and Committee of Safety of the District of 
Harpswcll, reported, that the consideration of said Petition 
be referred to the General Assembly. The Report was 
accepted. 

Resolved, That Lieutenant Zachariah Gurney be, and 
he hereby is directed to take into his custody John Davis 
and John Freeman, (a negro man,) and convey them to 
Cambridge, and deliver them according to the Resolves of 
this Congress respecting them, copies of which are to be 
delivered him, together with this Resolve. 

Captain Stone, agreeable to the direction this day of 
Congress, brought in the following Resolve, which was 
accepted : 

Resolved, That Henry Gardner, Esq., Receiver-Gen- 
eral, be, and he is hereby ordered to pay to Mr. William 
Barber, for the use of Captain James Noble, one hundred 
Pounds, as part of said Noble's pay-roll as Captain in Col. 
Benedict Arnold's Regiment In the late expedition against 
the posts of Ticonderoga and Crown Point, for the use of 
said Noble's Company. 

The Committee appointed to consider an Account of 
Mr. Solomon Lothrop, reported. The Report was ac- 
cepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and hereby is 
directed to pay Mr. Solomon Lothrop the sum of twenty- 
four Pounds, six Shillings, and nine Pence, in full of his 
account exhibited this day, for entertainment provided for 
General Washington. 

Resolved, That the Resolve passed yesterday, directing 
the Receiver-General to pay Mr. John Gill six Pounds, 
seventeen Shillings, and eight Pence, be reconsidered, 

Resolved, That John Davis, one of the persons taken 
from Long-Island and brought under guard to this Con- 
gress, be remanded to the Commander-in-Chief of the 
American Forces at Cambridge, being suspected to have 
deserted from Captain Foster's Company in the Artillery, 
and engaged in the service of our enemies ; that he be 
dehvered,~fogether with a copy of this Resolve, to such 
officer as the General shall appoint. 

Resolved, That John Freeman, (a negro man,) one of 
the persons taken from Long-Island and brought under 



guard to this Congress, be committed to the Jail in Cam- 
bridge, there to remain until he be discharged by order of 
this Congress, or some future House of Representatives, 
or by order of the Committee of Safety in case there is no 
Congress or House of Representatives then sitting ; and 
the Jail Keeper is hereby directed to receive, detain, and 
provide for the said John accordingly. 

Ordered, That Mr. Crane, Major Fuller, and Mr. 
Jewett, be a Committee to consider a Resolve of the Com- 
mittee relative to Horses this day presented to Congress. 

The Resolve of the Committee of Safety, relative to 
such Soldiers as have enlisted twice, was read, and again 
recommitted to Colonel Porter, Colonel Mosely, and Cap- 
tain Stone. 

Ordered, That Mr. Phillips, Mr. Kollock, and Mr. 
Robinson, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve, recom- 
mending to the inhabitants of this Colony not to kill any 
more Sheep till the General Assembly shall take some 
order hereon. 

The Committee appointed to make an establishment of 
Salt for the soldiers, reported. The Report was accepted, 
and is as follows, viz : 

Whereas, complaints have been made to this Congress, 
that there is now great want of Salt in the camps ; There- 
fore, 

Resolved, That the Commissary be, and hereby is di- 
rected, when application is made by any of the officers for 
the abovesaid article, to deal out one gill per week to each 
person for which said application is made, and no more. 

The Committee appointed to consider a Resolve of the 
Committee of Safety, relative to several Horses taken from 
the enemy, reported. The Report was accepted, and is 
as follows, viz: : 

Whereas, four Horses were taken by Captain Brown, 
of Salem, and a party with him, at or near Charlestown 
Neck, and some disputes having arisen whose property 
said Horses should be ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the said Horses be delivered into the 
hands of Captain Brown aforesaid, until the further order 
of this Congress, or same future House of Representatives 
of this Colony, to whom he is to be accountable for the 
same. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve, recom- 
mending to the inhabitants of this Colony not to kill any 
more Sheep, &c, reported. The Report was accepted, 
and ordered to be primed in the Newspapers, and in hand- 
bills to be issued for procuring Coats, &c. 

Whereas, there is the highest probability of a very large 
demand for the article of Wool, and inconceivable mis- 
chief may ensue from delaying a speedy provision for its 
increase; therefore, 

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the in- 
habitants of this Colony", that they refrain from killing any 
Sheep or Lambs, excepting in casesof absolute necessity, 
till the further order of this Congress, or some future As- 
sembly of this Colony; and it is expected of every person 
who regards the advice of this body, the decisions of the 
Continental Congress, or the welfare of this people, that 
they grant a strict compliance herewith. 

A Resolve was brought in on the Account of Alexander 
Gray, and accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General_ be, and hereby 
is directed to pay Mr. Alexander Gray, or '"order. , two 
Pounds, seven Shillings, and eight Pence, in full for the 
balance of his account of time and expenses on a journey to 
Philadelphia, as an express tothe Continental Congress. 

A Resolve for payment of Mr. NathanielBarber's Ac- 
count was brought in, accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That the Receivei- r GeneraJ be, and hereby 
is directed to pay Mr. Nathaniel Barber, or order, four 
Pounds, fourteen Shillings, and four Pence, jnjlill for one 
month's service as _ Storekeeper of the^Ordnance, and ex- 
penses of horse hire, &c, agreeable to an account exhibited 
to this Congress by said Barber, _.„_1J"1Z. 1__" "_1JL.~ 

The Ciqmrnjttee appointed to consider a Resolve of the 
Committee of Safely, relative to SoBierswBoTave enlisted 
twice, reported. The Report was"accepted* and is as fol- 
lows, viz : 
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Whereas, many inconveniences have arisen, by reason of 
divers soldiers of the forces raised by this Colony enlisting 
a second time into other Companies than those which they 
first enlist ed into, which ought to be remedied; therefore, 

Resolved, That every soldier who, before the second 
day of July instant, has enlisted into other Companies than 
those with whom he at first enlisted, (unless the second 
enlistment was made with the consent of the officer with 
whom he at first enlisted, or by consent of the Committee 
of Safety, or order of Congress, in either of which cases 
the first enlistment shall be void,) shall return to the Com- 
pany with whom he first enlisted, if requested by the com- 
manding officer of such Company, otherwise to remain in 
the Company he next enlisted into; and in case any dis- 
pute shall arise whether any such second enlistment was 
made by consent or order as above expressed, the Commit- 
tee of Safety are hereby empowered and directed fully and 
finally to settle and determine the same. 

' The Committee appointed to consider what Towns the 
ten Prisoners shall be sent to, reported. The Report was 
accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Resolved, That the ten persons taken from Long-Island 
be sent to the Towns in the County of Worcester, hereafter 
named, viz: John Hayes and Thomas Bibby to the Town 
of Lunenburgh, James Grifin and John Reef to Rutland, 
Perez Merren and Michael Malony to Shrewsbury, Pa- 
trick Hickey and Richard Nash to Brookfield, Michael 
Mellows and John Fleming to Sutton; to be received, em- 
ployed, and provided for by the Selectmen of those respec- 
tive Towns, in the best way and manner they can, till 
further order of this Colony. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Pi.isoners §ba]Lnot 
be at liberty to pass over the line of the Town where they 
are respectively stationed, without a pass from the Select- 
men of such Town, after they have arrived therein. 

Further Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing, so far 
as relates to each Town, be by them carried to the Select- 
men of such Towns ; and that each of the above, men- 
tioned persons be informed, that any attempt to make an 
escape, or evade the execution of the above Resolve, shall 
be deemed full evidence of his being engaged in the ser- 
vice of the enemies of this Country, and that he shall be 
treated as such. 

Further Resolved, That each of the said persons be fur- 
nished with two days' provisions, to enable them to repair 
to the several places of their destination, which provisions 
shall be delivered to them by Captain Broivn outof the 
Colony stores in this place. 

Ordered, That the President, Mr. Phillips, and Colonel 
Porter, Mr. Gerry, and Captain Stone, be a Committee 
to revise and explain the commission of the Committee of 
Safety. 

. The Committee appointed to revise the commission of 
the Committee of Safety, reported. The Report was ac- 
cepted, and is as follows, viz : 

■'l^M&solwdjTbMjhe Hon. John Hancock, Esquire, Dr. 
JBmjamn UEurcJi^ Ca p taTn Benjamin White, Col. Joseph 
Palmer, Mr. Richard Devens, Mr. Abraham Watson, Col. 
Azor TJrne, lion. Benjamin Greenleaf, Esquire, Nathan 
Hushing, Esquire, Dr. Samuel Molten, and Hon, Enoch 
Freeman, Esquire, be, and hereby are appointed a Com- 
mittee of Safety Tor this Colony, with the powers and au- 
thpiities he; u after expressed, and no other; that is to say; 
that the said Commjuee shall have full power, at any time 
timing the recess of this Congress, If they shall judge it 
Iiece'ssafy", in the shortest and most effectual manner, to 
feummoh ami cause to come together a quorum of this Con- 
^refsfforty at tTIeleast' to be accounted a quorurrf, at such 
place as the said Committee shall judge most proper; and 
Jfrss^ernbTing such quorum, the said Committee are hereby 
Strictly enjoined to notify such Members a<= may be most 
expeditiously assembled. Also, that the said Committee 
he, ancTthey hereby are invested with full power, until the 
30th "day oTJulylnstant, or until their commission shall be 
abrogated by the representative body of the inhabitants of 
JtliTsjCpTony, upon application mads. to thorn theiefor hy the 
JSeneraTand Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army 
■in this Colony for the time being, or whcnovei the said Com- 
mittee, without such application, shall judge the safety of 



the lives and property of the inhabitants of this Colony ,-or of 
any of them, shall absolutely require it, to warn and cause 
to be assembled such and so many of the Militia thereof as 
they shall judge necessary , at such place or places within the 
Colony as they shall judge proper, and such Militia to re- 
tain and discharge as to the said Committee shall seem meet. 
Also, that the said Committee are hereby empowered, 
during the time last mentioned, to procure and employ for 
that part of the said Continental Army raised by this Colo- 
ny all such Armourers and other tradesmen and artificers 
as they shall suppose and judge to be needed to further 
and promote the operations of the said Army and them, as 
also all such tradesmen and artificers _as_are now retained 
and employed for that part of the said Army to regulate, 
arrange, remove, dismiss, and discharge for unskilfulness, 
unfaithfulness, or whenever the service may not require the 
further retaining them, or any of them. And the said 
Committee are hereby desired to be attentive to the beha- 
viour and performances of such tradesmen and artificers as 
are now or shall be in the service and employ of this 
Colony in the said Army, that the Colony be not defraud- 
ed by unfaithful and incompetent persons. And the said 
Committee are hereby authorized to execute all the com- 
missions, and perform all the services which have been 
given them, and to which they have been appointed in and 
by any special Resolves of this Congress, made and passed 
at this session, which they have not yet executed and per- 
formed. And, furthermore, the said Committee are hereby 
empowered to make such further provision for the recep- 
tion, sustenance, and support of the Poor of Boston and 
Charlestown, as have or may come out of said Towns, a3 
may appear to be necessary for their comfortable subsist- 
ence, according to the intention of Congress, taking all Im- 
aginable care to guard against the infection of the small- 
pox by persons coming out of the Town of Boston, and 
any other means whatever, .. .. _ . _ 

And it is hereby Resolved and Ordered, That any five 
of said Committee, if a majority are not present, be a quo- 
rum, with full powers to act in the same manner as if the 
whole were present ; and the whole of said Committee are 
desired, notwithstanding, to give their punctual and con- 
stant attendance on said Committee. 

Resolved, That the said Committee be, and they hereby 
are fully empowered, until the 30th of July instant, or 
until their commission shall be abrogated by the repre- 
sentative body of the inhabitants ofiliis_CoLony, to receive, 
examine, and discharge, or cause to be confined, according 
to their wisdom, any person or persons taken captive, that 
may properly come under the cognizance of the repre- 
sentative body of this people, anff to receive and duly 
secure any interests or effects, the conduct whereof is not 
already provided for, that shall be at The disposaTofThls 
Colony, And_a]l the powers with which the Committee of 
Safety were vested, by the Resolve of the 18th of May 
last, except such as are contained in the above Resolves, 
are hereby revoked, and declared null and void. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Major Fuller of Newton, Col. Farley, 
Mr. Crane, Captain Stone, and Major Fuller, be a Com- 
mittee to examine the Prisoners brought from Machias, 
and report what is best to be done with them. 

Ordered, That Colonel Mosely, Mr. Woodbridge, and 
Mr. Kollfick, be a Committee to consider Lieutenant Ely 
Styles's Account of the expense of bringing ten Prisoners 
from Machias. ~ _ v~T. :;:..'. . _ -.. 

The Committee last mentioned. having attended the ser- 
vice to which they were appointed, reported tbe following 
Resolve, which was accepted, viz: 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General he, and he is 
hereby directed to pay Lieutenant Ely Styles the sum of 
six Pounds, twelve .Shillings, in full discharge of the money 
he expended in bringing a number of Prisoners from Ma- 
chias to Watertovm. ~7~ :~ 

The. Committee appointed to consider what is best to be 
done wth..the ten Prisoners, brought from Machias, report- 
ed. ^Vhereupon, 

~ Resolved, That the Commanding Officer of the Town 
of. Watertown be . desire d_5p. appoint some officer, with a 
guard of not more than eight men, to conduct the said Pri- 
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soriers to the Jail in Worcester to-morrow morning ; that 
Captain Crafts be desired to take care of the said Prisoners 
till that time, and that the officer who may be appointed 
to conduct said Prisoners to Worcester, be empowered to 
draw on Captain Brown, the Commissary in this Town, 
for so much Provisions as may be necessary for their 
support to Worcester, and Captain Brown is directed to 
supply them accordingly. 

The Report above mentioned was reconsidered, amend- 
ed, and accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Resolved, That Thomas Skinner, a seaman, William 
Nurse, a marine, John Burrows, a seaman, Nicholas Dur- 
ham, a marine, Peter Larcher, a sailor, Thomas Crispo, 
Joseph Temple, sailors, William Bishop, a sailor, and John 
Pardoa, a marine, Prisoners, all taken aboard the armed 
schooner called the Margaretta, commanded by Mattheiv 
Moor, near Machias, be all sent, under a proper guard, to 
the common Jail in the County of Worcester ; and the Jail 
Keeper is hereby directed to receive them therein, and 
provide for them, and detain them there till the further 
order of this Congress, or the House of Representatives of 
this Colony. 

Ordered, That Mr. Phillips be appointed to acquaint 
General Washington with the proceedings of this Congress, 
with regard to Daniel Green, lately conveyed to Concord 
Jail, and the reasons thereof, and desire his Excellency to 
take such further order concerning him as his wisdom may 
direct. 

Ordered, That the President, Mr. Gill, and Mr. Gerry, 
be a Committee to return the thanks of this Congress to 
the Rev. Mr. Gordon, for his attendance and acceptable 
services to this Congress as their Chaplain. 

Ordered, That the President, Mr. Gill, and Mr. Gerry, 
be a Committee to return the thanks of this Congress to 
the Proprietors of the Meeting-House, for the use of it 
during the session of this Congress. 

Ordered, That the present President, (Col, Lincoln,) 



Mr. Gill, and Mr. Gerry, be a Committee to return the 
thanks of this Congress to the Hon. James Warren, Esq., 
for his faithful services as President of the Congress. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be, and 
hereby are directed, on application made by any of the 
inhabitants of the Eastern parts of the Colony, to grant 
them such relief out of the publick Stores as they may 
think proper, consistent with the general interest, during 
the recess of the Congress. 

Whereas, the Hon. Jedediah Preble and the Hon. 
Enoch Freeman, Esquires, have employed some persons 
to build a number of Whale-Boats for the service of the 
publick ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be, and 
hereby are directed to deliver to Captain Briant Morton, 
or order, to be by said Morton delivered to said Preble 
and Freeman, such a quantity of Nails and Provisions, as 
they think will be necessary to complete the building said 
Boats, 

The Congress then adjourned to Wednesday next, at 
eight o'clock, A. M. 

Wednesday, July 19, 1775. 

Colonel Easton being admitted, requested that a Com- 
mittee be appointed to consider the necessity of drawing 
on the Treasury for the Sum of twelve hundred Pounds, 
said to be due to his Regiment at Ticonderoga. 

On a motion made, Ordered., That Deacon Fisher, Dr. 
Taylor, and Mr. Gill, be a Committee for that purpose, 
and that they be directed, in case they cannot report to 
this Congress, to make report to the next House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

On a motion made and seconded, that the Congress be 
dissolved, the question was put, and it passed in the affirma- 
tive. 

The Congress was accordingly dissolved. 

Samuel Freeman, Secretary. 



LORD DARTMOUTH TO GENERAL GAGE. 

London, July 1, 1775. 

I am, to presume that the measure of sending out a 
detachment of your troops to destroy the magazines at 
Concord was taken after the fullest consideration of the 
advantages on the one hand, and hazards on the other, of 
such an enterprise, and of all the probable consequences 
that were to result from it. It is impossible for me to re- 
flect upon this transaction, and upon all its consequences, 
without feelings which, although I do no^ wish to conceal 
them, it is not necessary for me to express ; but I believe 
every man of candour will agree with me in opinion, that, 
let the event, be what it may, the -rashness and rebellious 
conduct of the Provincials on this occasion evince the_rje- 
cessjty, and will manifest to all the world the justice of the 
measures which the King has adopted for supporting the 
Constitution, and in which His Majesty will firmly perse- 
vere. 

From the moment the blow was struck, and the Town 
of Boston invested by the rebels, there was no longer any 
reason to doubt of the intention of the people of Massachu- 
setts-Bay to commit themselves in open rebellion. The 
other three New-England Provinces have taken the same 
part, and in fact all America (Quebeck, Nova-Scotia, and 
tlie Floridas excepted) is in arms against Great Britain, 
and the people involved in the guilt of levying a war against 
the King in every sense of the expression, fn tins' situa- 
tion every effort must be made, both by sea and land, to 
subdue the rebellion. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON, 
TO HIS FRIEND IN VIRGINIA, DATED JULY 1, 1775. 

The present disturbances in America are, as you may 
easily imagine, the topick of every conversation among all 
ranks and degrees of people. The measures of Adminis- 
tration are censured or approved, as they think weir or ill 
of the present Ministry. : The friends, the real friends to 



America, wish they had acted in some instances with more 
temper, and less violence. The King is much to be 
pitied ; he has an honest heart, and nothing would please 
him more than to see all his people easy and happy. He 
has warmly recommended conciliatory measures, and such, 
I am well assured, will be adopted ; but whether they will 
be sufficient to allay the ferment on your side the water, 
time only will show. Thus much I can venun;e_ to assure 
you : No more troops will be sent over ; more ships-of- 
war will be sent, to confine your trade to Great Britain, 
Ireland, and the West- Indies ; but as soon as you allow a 
free export and import, all restraints will be removed, and 
business will run in the old channel. .Taxing America will 
forever cease, and the King will be empowered to suspend 
the acts complained of. When he is once vested with this 
power, America (if the Fates have not otherwise deter- 
mined) will be happy. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON TO A ^GENTLEMAN 
IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED JULY 1, 1775. 

The spirit displayed by the conduct of all the Colonies, 
you may believe, gives great satisfaction to all the friends of 
America. To those who are acquainted with the genius 
and disposition of that people, it is no more than what was 
expected; but to the people of this Country who, from 
their cradles, have been taught to believe (by almost every 
occurrence that has happened within their own observa- 
tion) that publick virtue does not exist, it still appears like 
a romance, which they cannot yet bring themselves to be- 
lieve. The Ministry, however, have been stunned, and are 
not yet recovered from the blow. One. time jhey propo- 
sed sending more troops, and embodying the militia, in order 
to supply their place at home ; at another time it was pro- 
posed sending mercenaries from Hanovej; but that idea 
seems to have subsided ; now they taTk of sending more 
ships-of-war, and sundry are actually ordered to be got in 
readiness, but whether they will sail or not I suspect will 
depend upon future deliberations. In_the mean time, give 
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me leave to relate the substance of a conversation a friend 
of mine had with Lord North a few days ago. 

His Lordship asked him what effect he thought his mo- 
tion would Tiave, when it came to be considered by the 
Congress? He told him he did not think it would have 
any; it was not calculated for them ; it seemed rather de- 
signed for the different Assemblies, with a view, as he 
apprehended, of disjoining — the reverse of uniting them 
under one general head as in Congress. His Lordship 
disclaimed the idea of their having any intention to divide. 
He said he had no objection to their meeting in Congress ; 
they had a right to meet together, and to consult, if they 
chose it, and it was impossible to prevent it. What he 
wished was, that they would take it under consideration, 
and recommend such things to the different Assemblies 
as might be attended with conciliatory effects. My Lord, 
says the gentleman "Tcannot see that the motion itself con- 
tains, any matter~that can serve as a ground-work to go 
upon. It is no act of the Legislature; it contains no pro- 
mise ; it is not even the promise of a Minister, who to-day 
is, and to-morrow may be succeeded by one who may 
not think himself at all bound by the promise of his prede- 
cessor ; it is not even a resolution of the House of Com- 
mons ; it is no more than an opinion of a Committee of 
that House upon a future contingency; and your Lordship 
will pardon me when I observe, that the people of that 
Country have learnt to entertain such an idea of the dispo- 
sition of the servants of the Crown to encroach upon the 
liberties of the subject — your Lordship will excuse me ; 
I do pot mean your Lordship in particular — but they dare 
not trust them. He declared he never entertained an idea 
of subduing America, properly speaking; if he had, he 
said, he should have sent a much greater force. What was 
sent was only what was thought sufficient to protect the 
friends of Government. But if the Colonies are deter- 
mined to go on, let them. Let them apply to France or 
Spain; (these he seemed to think the only Powers who 
would afford them any protection;) let them see if they 
will treat them any better than we have done. We have 
it still in our power to distress their trade, which we most 
assuredly will do till they have made ample compensation 
for the expense and loss we have sustained on their ac- 
count. 

It would be easy to make a number of observations on 
the above discourse, the wheedling, cajoling, contemptible 
nature of which I think must strike you in the first instance. 
His Lordship dined yesterday, according to annual custom, 
with the West-India merchants, upon' which occasions he 
generally affects to be joyous, but it was remarked that he 
was unusually dull. Lord Dartmouth the other day, with 
seeming great satisfaction, told a gentleman that there was 
a report in town that the Congress had taken Lord North's 
motion "under consideration, which he hoped was true ; but 
upon the gentleman's assuring him that the Assembly of 
Pennsylvania were actually Toting money as their quota 
towards paying an American Army, which might be con- 
sidered as a prelude to all the other Provinces doing the 
same, he seemed not a little disconcerted. 



SOUTH-CAROLINA DELEGATES IN THE CONTINENTAL CON- 
■" GRE'SS, TO THE SECRET COMMITTEE, CHARLESTOWN. 
" " , Philadelphia, July 1, 1775. 

- Gentlemen : By directions of the Continental Con- 
gre'ss, We" have sent the vessel by which this goes, to pro- 
cure from you a quantity of gunpowder for the use of the 
armies actually in the field for the service of America. 
The frequent severe skirmishes in the neighbourhood of 
Boston, have so exhausted their magazines, that an imme- 
diate supply is absolutely necessary. We entreat you to 
p'fjfchase all that can be bought in Town, and to despatch 
this vessel with it Tor this place, as soon as possible, to- 
gether with as much as can be spared out of the publick 
stock, w.ithout danger to your own safety. Should there 
be any damaged powder on hand, please send it also, as it 
may be recovered here. 

- By one ofthe resolutions enclosed to the General Com- 
mittee, you will see that it is recommended to the Southern 
Colonies to secure all the saltpetre that can be got, as well 
from th e store s as from private persons, which, as you have 
no powder-mills erected, or persons skilful in making gun- 



powder, we would advise may be sent to be manufactured 
here. Should you be able to send more than four thou- 
sand weight of powder, we would wish the overplus might 
be sent by some other opportunity. 

In order to prevent suspicion, we have sent 

bushels of Indian corn in this vessel, which may be ex- 
changed for rice, in which the casks of powder may be 
concealed so, perhaps, as to prevent suspicion, should she 
unhappily be unable to avoid being overtaken by a cruiser. 
The utmost secrecy and despatch are absolutely necessary. 

As large quantities of powder will be wanted, we 
strongly recommend that you continue to import all that 
you can, and think it probable that large quantities might 
be got from the Government of the Havana, as we can 
find no application there from any of these Colonies. 

We are, gentlemen, your most obedient servants, 

Henry Middleton, J. Rutledge, 
Tho. Lynch, E. Hutledge. 

Christ. Gadsden, 
To Wm. Henry Drayton, Arthur Middleton, and Charles 

Cotesworth Pinckney, Esquires, Members ofthe Secret 

Committee at Charlestoum. 



Address delivered to the Inhabitants of a County in Vir- 
ginia, assembled for the purpose of choosing Deputies 
to represent them in Colony Convention. 
Friends and Countrymen : 

It is impossible that any People impressed with the least 
sense of constitutional liberty, should ever patiently submit 
to the enormous grievances under which we have already, 
in some respects, fallen, and with which we are likely to 
be much more oppressed ; and accordingly we find our 
brethren and fellow-subjects in alTthe Colonies are pursu- 
ing such measures as are Thought tolle most likely to re- 
cover and secure our lost rights and privileges. Shall the 
people of this Colony, heretofore active, particularly in the 
time of the detestable Stamp Act, to oppose all attempts 
to deprive them of their personal security and private pro- 
perty, be now inactive and silent? Forbid it liberty ! Hu- 
manity forbid it ! 

The several acts of Parliament made for ten years last 
past, relating to the British Colpnjes_ in North America, 
and their operation upon the property, liberty, and lives of 
the people in this country, and America in general, are too 
well known to many of you to require any enumeration or 
explanation ) but many of you also have not the knowledge 
of these things, and are therefore ignorant oT the danger 
in which you stand. To inform you of your unhappy 
situation, and to open your minds to a just sense of the 
dangers which threaten you, is, principally, the design of 
this address, ~T7.7.".T~ _"""'"' 

From the first settlement of the Colonies till about the 
year 1763, we had but little reason to complain of the in- 
justice of our fellow-subjects in Great Britain. There 
were two or three instances, indeed, in which the Colonies 
were oppressed, under the notion oT right to regulate our 
trade, and make us serviceable in commerce^ to Great Bri- 
tain. Amongst these was an act of Parliament declaring 
that we should not erect any slitting-miTTsTor the purpose 
of making nails in these Colonies; ancTwe were forbidden 
to manufacture hats, to be sold amongsl ourselves, under 
severe penalties. At that time, my friends, we onTy com- 
plained of the hardship and injustice of such an act ; and, 
wanting the protection of Britain, looking upon oar fellow- 
subjects there as friends and allies, we did not erect any 
more sjitting-mills for making nails; and hats were manu- 
factured only by a few individuals, to a very small extent, 
and sold within the respective Colonies. Thus did they 
attempt to restrain pur manufactures in the onl y instances 
wherein they thought us at that timejikely to succeed to 
the injury of the British manufacturer, intending thereby 
to compel us, through necessity, to apply to them for even 
the necessaries of life, and to pay them, by our labour, 
the prices they might think proper to lay on them. 

Another instance of oppression was that of establishing 
a Post-Office in these Colonies, and thereby seizing, in 
effect, the private property of indivicluajs Jiere who had 
engaged in that business. By that act, all letters coming 
from Great Britain, or otherwise circula ting through these 
Colonies, are liable to be seized by the Postmaster ap- 
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pointed to that office, and subjected to a tax to be paid 
before the delivery of them ; and part of the money arising 
from this tax is applied towards the support of the office, 
and the balance sent to Britain to be disposed of by 
Government there. 

Although the effects of that act are not universally felt 
amongst you, yet it is an instance of oppression which all 
are more or less subject to who are concerned in trade, or 
have any intercourse with men at a distance from them. 
And I mention this to show you, that if you are not op- 
pressed by this law, it is because your circumstances in life 
are such that you have but little to do with letters, and the 
officers are not generally so strict in the performance of 
their duty as the law requires them to be. But surely, 
my friends, you cannot but be sensible, that if, as in this 
instance, the British Parliament have a right to make a 
law to seize your effects, and keep them from you until 
you pay a tax to redeem them, you must be in a wretched 
condition whenever Parliament shall think it proper to ex- 
tend this authority to things which may more essentially 
and more immediately affect all ranks and degrees of people 
in these Colonies. That act has hitherto been suffered to 
be executed, because the people who are most affected by 
it are tr aders in some respects, and often receive an advan- 
tage in having speedy and regular intelligence from their 
variousTJorrespondents in different parts of the world ; and 
they were unwilling to differ with their fellow-subjects in 
Britain concerning a thing which seemed to be intended 
for the benefit of both. The great inconvenience, there- 
fore, of that act, is principally this, that it has taken out of 
the hands of people in these Colonies a business they 
were engaged in, and which might be carried on with the 
same advantages to commerce, whilst the money arising 
from that tax would be the property of people here, and 
not be applied to the purposes of Government in Britain; 
and farther, that it is declaratory in its consequences, of a 
right to take our property from us whenever the people of 
Britain sh all be inclined to do so. 

And let us, my fellow-subjects, consider the consequences 
which followed our submission to those acts, even, in the 
manner above-mentioned. Not satisfied with the advan- 
tages they received from their trade with the American 
Colonies — a trade so circumscribed, that it was morally 
impossible for us to procure more than the mere necessa- 
ries of life by the produce of our labour exported to Bri- 
tain — they no sooner found us in a condition to export a 
large proportion of grain and other commodities, not requi- 
site for the British markets, to foreign countries, (which, 
if permitted, might be of advantage to Britain, by enabling 
us to pay for, and consequently to consume more of their 
manufactures,) than they indulged us with the liberty of 
carrying our grain, and some other articles, to particular 
markets, but with this restriction, that we should not im- 
port such goods as were to be had from Britain, and that 
we should carry whatever articles they did permit us to re- 
ceive, into Britain first, and pay a duty there. However, 
as this regulation amounted almost to a prohibition of such 
articles, and they were likely not to receive such advan- 
tages as they at first expected, we were at length allowed 
to bring them immediately into these Colonies, on paying 
to the officers of the Customs here a very high duty, to be 
disposed of by Government in Britain ; hence proceed the 
duties we pay at this day on wines, coffee, molasses, &c, 
&tc. ; all which duties are _ not applied to the support of 
Government in these Colonies, but increase the revenue of 
Great Britain, and enable them to maintain standing 
armies in America, to secure the execution of their laws, 
under the denomination of guards and garrisons to protect 
us and our property. 

Another instance of oppression is the extending the ju- 
risdiction of the Courts of Admiralty, with pains and penal- 
ties heretofore unknown. In this Court we are deprived 
of our trial by jury, and must submit to the decision of a 
dependant party judge, whose emoluments of office arise 
from his condemnations ; and although we may be released 
from the prosecution, we must still suffer the injury and 
oppression brought upon us by the iniquitous prosecutor, 
who is exempted from the damages we sustain by means 
of an unjust prosecution. 

The suspending the legislative power of JSetv- York, until 
their House of Burgesses rescinded or blotted out a vote 



they had passed declaring their right to the same freedom 
which the people of Great Britain enjoy, and complied 
with an arbitrary requisition to provide for troops, is another 
capital instance of the tyrannical disposition of the British 
Parliament towards America. 

All these things and many more have we known, to con- 
vince us that the British Parliament have not viewed us 
with the eye of brotherly love and affection, but with a 
determination to make us subservient to our fellow-subjects 
in Britain, in all cases whatever, and our condition as 
wretched as that of slaves. 

The detestable Stamp Act furnishes us with another 
memorable proof of the injustice and tyranny they had 
prepared for us ; and I thank the God of heaven and 
earth, who permits the wicked sometimes to provide tor- 
ments for themselves, that of his gracious mercy to us he 
suffered that act to be passed, which opened our eyes, and 
made us behold the slavery intended for three millions of 
people. Let us return thanks to Him, my countrymen, for 
his great mercy; and let us look up to Him for protection 
in the day of our distress. 

The consequences that would have attended a submis- 
sion to that act, you are better acquainted with than with 
those which have arisen from all the other acts I have men- 
tioned. The reason is plain. You were told by Parliament 
that you must pay a tax on every instrument of writing 
used in these Colonies; that you must pay a tax on pain- 
ters' colours, oil, glass, and paper, which you were obliged 
to import from Great Britain, This was a doctrine none 
of us could misunderstand. By this all were affected, and 
so sensibly too, that it was like drawing the vital blood from 
our veins. By that act our money was demanded, and we 
were reduced to the necessity of paying or resisting. We 
resisted. The happy effects of our opposition you cannot 
have forgotten, and our method of resistance must still be 
fresh in your memories. We shut up our Courts ; we asso- 
ciated ; we refused to buy their goods : they took off the 
taxes. Were the Parliament actuated in this respect by 
principles of justice and regard to us? No, my country- 
men, they were not. They saw the impropriety of their 
conduct, not in having taxed us, but in the mode of taxing 
us. They perceived their inability at that time to enforce 
submission to a law against which they had not expected 
any opposition. They had attacked all ranks and degrees 
of men in these Colonies, and had met with a sudden, un- 
expected, and violent opposition. The clamours of their 
merchants, tradesmen, and manufacturers, contributed also 
to the repeal of those duties, as they were immediately 
affected by the opposition. But let us examine this repeal 
a little farther. Did they take off all the duties upon Bri- 
tish merchandise imported into these Colonies ? Did they 
relinquish the right of taxing us ? No. We find that they 
reserved a duty on the»article of tea, trifling indeed as to 
the sum, but fatal in its consequences to our liberty and 
property. We find at this time, also, they passed another 
act declaring their right to tax us ; to regulate our trade ; 
to prevent our manufacturing, or, in their own words, " to 
bind us in all cases whatsoever." What !, shall we then re- 
ceive our laws from people at three thousand miles disiance 
from us, ignorant of our situation and circumstances in life, 
and not bound by the same laws? Shall we, like poor, ab- 
ject slaves, tamely give up our liberty, which our forefathers 
handed down to us, and suffer our property to be taken 
from us at the will and direction of a British Parliament ? 
Shall we subject ourselves and our posterity to be driven 
by our masters to such employments as they shall allot for 
us? To have our looms, our spinning-wheels destroyed, 
whenever they shall think we manufacture too much cloth ? 
I wait your answer. But methinks I see the blood of true 
Britons swelling your veins, and hear you cry, with one 
voice, we will be free. ._ ..""....._ 

Let us consider, then, my countrymen, what it is we are 
to do. You are told that the present dispute between 
Great Britain and the Colonies, is concerning the duty on 
tea. It is so. Perhaps some of you may now tell me it 
is a dispute with which you have nothing to do, as you do 
not make use of that commodity, and the duty cannot 
affect you. But you will go farther, perhaps, and tell me 
that the high-minded gentlemen are the occasion of the 
present confusion, and are bringing you into difficulties to 
support their, extravagance and ambition. _Let me entreat 



Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 



96 



■Ml 



mm 



1523 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, kc, JULY, 1775. 



1524 



you, my fellow-subjects, to reflect a moment on your situa- 
tion. Is it possible you can be so blind to your real in- 
terests as not to perceive the oppression daily coming upon 
you from Britain 1 Can you suppose the gentlemen of all 
America would be so mad as to risk their lives and fortunes 
merely to save the trifling duty of three pence per pound 
on tea ? Are not the gentlemen made of the same mate- 
rials as the lowest and poorest amongst you ? And do you 
suppose they cannot, they would not refrain from the use 
of that article, if that would procure the safety of these 
•Colonies? .Have you found, in the course of your observa- 
tions, that the gentlemen (as they are styled) are so very 
frugal and saving of their money, as to bring themselves 
into the smallest difficulty for so small an advantage ? No, 
my cotmtrymen, you have not. Deceive not yourselves, 
then, nor let others deceive you. Listen to no doctrines 
which may tend to divide us, but let us go hand in hand as 
brothers, as fellow-sufferers in the same cause, firmly united 
to defend our rights and liberty, and to preserve freedom 
to our posterity. Fortunes we may not leave them, but 
we shall be despicable indeed, if we tamely suffer them to 
become slaves. 

But let us reflect again on the nature of this dispute. 
The British Parliament, when they repealed the Stamp 
Act, did not give up the right of taxing ns ; they reserved 
the duty on tea, and declared by an act that they had a 
right to bind us " in all cases whatsoever." The plain 
nreaTmrg^of this declaration is, that we must either submit 
to such impositions as they may hereafter think proper to 
burden us - with, or they will not suffer us to make use of 
our property. In this situation we have been unmindful of 
the necessary means of defence, whilst they have been 
preparing to execute their laws upon us. 

Having reserved the duty on tea, the consumption of that 
article has been lessened near two-thirds, to the great injury 
of the East-India Company of Merchants in Great Bri- 
tain. As Parliament had been the cause of this injury, 
the Minister was determined not only to redress them, but 
at the same time to carry the favourite plan of taxing Ame- 
rica into execution. An advantage is then offered to the 
East-India Company, which by law they had not been 
entitled to, of sending their tea immediately to America. 
This measure being adopted by them, the Minister vainly 
hoped to find us submitting openly to this tax ; as, notwith- 
standing "the duty, we should receive the tea, on cheaper 
terms. If this measure should not succeed, he was then 
prepared to carry the declaration of Parliament into force, 
and procure such other oppressive laws to be made, as 
might lay us in the deepest distress, and compel us to 
submit. 

In this manner, my countrymen, were the distresses of 
the people of Boston brought upon them. The East-India 
Company sent ships loaded with tea to different parts of 
America. They sent tea to Boston. In all other parts 
they suffered it to be landed and stored, or it was agreed 
to cany it back to Britain. At Boston they refused to 
carry it back, and the people would not suffer it to be land- 
ed, well knowing that if it was, the duty would be paid by 
the Company's agents, and the tea sold, if not in New- 
England, to the other Colonies in America. They remon- 
strated against the landing of the tea ; they waited many 
days patiently for a satisfactory determination ; the officers 
of the Customs refused to suffer the ship to return ; the 
men-of-war determined it should not pass; and by these 
circumstances were they reduced to the necessity of throw- 
ing the tea into the water, as they attempted to land it. 

Although the law of nature and self-defence in all such 
cases, does justify their conduct, yet the dispute is not now 
about the price of the tea, but the duly on that tea. It is 
not the sum of ten thousand Pounds, which was the value 
of the tea, that the people of Boston and all North Ame- 
rica are contending with Britain for, but it is our rio-ht to 
freedom to dispose of our property when we have acquired 
it. If paying for the tea was the condition on which our 
rights shouIdT)e restored, and on which our property might 
remain secure, all America would not engage in this dis- ' 
pute. But this is not the case. Parliament will not be 
satisfied with that, but have determined that we shall sub- 
mit to thgjr laws, and jo, their taxes. 

And letjis now inquire what methods they have taken 
to oblige us to suBmit. Punishments should always be 



proportioned to crimes, and where the laws direct the pun- 
ishment, no power can go beyond it. This is the security 
we boast of under our free constitution of Government ; and 
it is our invaluable privilege to make these laws. The 
power that deprives us of this privilege makes us slaves. 
What, then, is the conduct of Parliament towards us?' 
They will not be satisfied with payment for the tea, but 
farther insist that we shall submit to whatever laws they 
make. To compel us to do this they dissolve our Assem- 
blies ; suspend our Legislatures; block up the Town of 
Boston; deprive upwards of thirty thousand inhabitants of 
the means of subsistence ; seize their wharves, &,c, to the 
amount of two hundred thousand Pounds, which, by the 
act, are never to be restored to them, although they should 
submit to all that is required by that law. They have 
altered the Charter of Massachusetts-Bay, which is an 
agreement between the people of that Province and the 
King, in writing, under his seal ; and have passed an act 
empowering the Governour to seize the persons of such as 
do not conform to all things required by their laws, and to 
send them where he shall think proper, (even to Britain,) 
to be tried for their supposed offences, where, destitute of 
friends and money, they will fall unhappy victims to the 
avarice of corrupted judges, and the rapaciousness of mer- 
ciless tyrants. Many more things of like tendency are 
they now preparing for all North America. 

To you, then, my countrymen, to all of us, does it be- 
long to take such measures as shall prevent their wicked 
designs, and secure our lives, our liberty, and property. 
On the virtue and courage of the people of these Colonies 
does it depend whether we shall be happy or miserable in 
this world, and enjoy in peace and quietness the fruits of 
our labour. Your Representatives in General Congress 
have planned the measures of resistance ; on your courage 
and virtue do they rely for support in the execution of 
them. Let us, then, my countrymen, go hand in hand; 
let us have one voice ; let us convince mankind that we 
are, as one man, actuated by one soul ; and that if we are 
not, we still deserve to be free. 

The mode of opposition recommended to us is an union 
and association of the Colonies, to break off all commer- 
cial intercourse with Great Britain, unless our grievances 
shall be redressed. And why is this plan recommended to 
us ? Surely because it is, of all others, the most safe, spee- 
dy, and effectual we can embrace, to restore that harmony 
to Britain and the Colonies we profess to desire. Rash- 
ness and violence can never avail us in the execution of 
this plan, and therefore we should avoid every conduct 
tending to so destructive an end ; for how can this Asso- 
ciation be observed, unless we establish arts and manufac- 
tures ? How is it possible these should succeed, without 
peace, order, and the security of our property ? And how 
can these be preserved, unless we discourage every kind of 
violence, by promoting a due respect for the laws of our 
country, as far as our unhappy circumstances will admit of 
it. The principles of the ever-glorious Revolution will 
always justify a suspension of the laws under like circum- 
stances, but we should never enforce these principles, un- 
less compelled thereto by extreme necessity. Prudence 
and moderation will give weight to our measures, whilst a 
contrary conduct will only serve to disunite us, and conse- 
quently to involve us in confusion. This is a doctrine 
which every friend to liberty and his country will inculcate, 
and on this will the success of our present undertaking 
chiefly depend. But whilst I recommend to. you a tem- 
perate conduct, I would not have you to neglect that pro- 
vision for your safety which the urgency of the case 
requires. On the contrary, I would advise you to look 
forward to every contingency, and be prepared for " mourn- 
ful events." 



COMMITTEE OF YORKTOWN (pa.) TO PENNSYLVANIA DELE- 
GATES in conghHsv""" """'" 

Yoiktown, July 1,1775. 

Gentlemen : We had the honour of receiving your 
favour of the 15th ultimo, enclosing a resolve of the hon- 
ourable Continental Congress of the 14th ultimo. We 
immediately summoned the Committee of this County, 
and laid before them your letter, &c. The Committee 
proceeded to the choice of officers fit to be' recommended 
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to the Congress, to command the company of riflemen to 
be raised, and appointed six Commissioners to provide 
necessaries for them. Every resolve passed in Committee 
with the greatest unanimity, and the gentlemen of York- 
town, after the meeting, dispersed themselves through the 
County, and assisted the officers in recruiting. 

The spirit of the people on this occasion gave the Com- 
mittee infinite pleasure. The men seemed actuated with the 
greatest zeal, and thought themselves honoured in having 
their names enrolled among the Sons of Liberty, who are to 
fight for their Country, and in defence of their dearest rights 
and privileges. The only uneasiness they feel is, that they 
are not at this moment at the scene of action. From the 
spirit of the soldiers, we entertain the most flattering hopes 
that they will prove serviceable to the cause of liberty, and 
reflect honour on this Country. 

The principal people here have caught the spirit of the 
honourable Congress, and in their small circle have done 
every thing in their power to animate their neighbours to 
stand forth in this day of despotism, and resist the arbi- 
trary and unjust measures of Parliament with all the power 
which Heaven has given them. And we have the plea- 
sure to inform you that their labours have not been in vain, 
and that the County is ready to strain every nerve to put 
into execution any measures which the Congress may judge 
necessary to our common defence. 

The officers we take the liberty to recommend to you 
are, Captain Michael Doivdle, Lieutenants Henry Miller, 
John Dill, and John Watson. They are men whose 
courage we have the highest opinion of. The company, 
including officers and soldiers, are beyond the number fixed 
for this County, and as General Gates thought it improper 
to discharge any, we have sent them all. 

We request the favour of you that proper care be taken 
that none are draughted out of their company into another. 
This is the request of the inhabitants of this County, many 
of them having their dearest friends engaged in the service, 
and would not by any means have them taken from their 
present officers. 

We hope no alteration will be made in the officers. The 
Captain has behaved very well on this occasion, and has 
done all in his power, by advancing money, &,c, to for- 
ward the important common cause. 

Mr. Miller is known to some of you, gentlemen. The 
other officers are men of worth and property; they have 
all wives and families, and are entitled to the warmest 
thanks of their Country. 

The Commissioners appointed to provide necessaries for 
the men, will forward their accounts as soon as they possi- 
bly can. 

We are, gentlemen, your most humble servants, 

James Smith, Joseph Donaldson, 
George Irvin, Thomas Hartley, 
John Kean, Michael Hahn. 

To the Pennsylvania Delegates in Congress. 

P. S. The company began their march the nearest road 
to Boston this day. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

New- York, Saturday, July 1, 1775. 

Sir: I do myself the honour to advise your Excellency 
that the Connecticut Troops that arrived in this Colony, 
under the command of Brigadier Wooster, are encamped 
within two miles of this Town. . I have not yet had a 
return of their numbers ; as soon as my order for that pur- 
pose is complied with, I shall transmit it. 

I enclose you, Sir, a copy of the resolutions of the 
honourable^ the Continental Congress, of the 27th ultimo. 
I shall prepare, with all possible despatch, to carry into 
execution their views, and propose leaving this for Albany, 
in my way to Ticondcroga, on Monday next. 

Eight transports with troops, that have been at Sandy 
Hook since Thursday last, are to sail from thence to-day. 
Reports prevail that the men on board have mutinied ; 
that they refused to go to Boston. Of this, bowever, I 
have not been able to get any certainty. Handbills have 
been intr oduc ed amongst them to encourage them to quit, 
on the fitst favourable opportunity, a service which must 
rend er them odious jo_al 1 hon es t m en . 



Governour Tryon's conduct has hitherto been unexcep- 
tionable, and from the information I have been able to pro- 
cure, (some of which I put great confidence in,) I have 
reason to believe that the line he has chalked out for him- 
self is such as we could wish he should hold. 

I believe the commissions for this department were 
already forwarded to you before my letter (in obedience 
to your order) to the Congress on that subject arrived. If 
they are to be sent back, I beg of you to order them to 
be directed to the President of the Provincial Convention 
here. 

No preparation has as yet been made to occupy a post 
in the Highlands. By what I can learn, the Provincial 
Convention have doubts about the propriety, (which they 
have or mean to state to Congress,) arising from the want 
of ammunition to maintain the post after it shall have been 
completed, 
r A ship from London, in five weeks, advises that the. 
Remonstrance sent by the Assembly of this Colony to the 
House of Commons has been rejected by them, as con- 
taining sentiments derogatory to the rights of Parliament. 
This manoeuvre has already had salutary effects ; many 
whose sentiments are friendly to America, but who differ- 
ed as to the mode of procuring redress, now publickly de- 
clare that they will no longer sit idle spectators of their 
Country's wrongs. That success and happiness, equal to 
the merits and virtues of my General, may crown all his 
operations, is the wish of every honest American, and by 
none more sincerely than me. ~ . , . 

I am, your Excellency's most obedient and most humble 
servant, Ph. Schuyler. 

His Excellency George Washington, Esquire, General 

and Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the United 

Colonies. 

EDWARD FLEMING TO PRESIDENT OF NEVT-TOEK CONGRESS. 

New- York, July 1, 1775. 

Sir: I was yesterday congratulated by a member of 
your body on being appointed a Lieutenant-Colonel to 
Colonel Clinton's battalion, for Ulster County. I beg, 
Sir, to return my thanks to the Congress for the notice 
they have been pleased to take orme;T5ut asTT have a 
family resident in Town, and as all my property (which is 
by no means inconsiderable) lies in this City and County, 
I conceive that my presence is absolutely necessary for 
their preservation and safety, and that it would be ex- 
tremely imprudent in me to leave them, and go to Ulster 
County, for the purpose of superintending the raising and 
disciplining troops, Sic., for Colonel Clinton's Regiment. 
These, with other considerations, Sir, induce me to decline 
the acceptance of the appointment. When the day of 
trial comes, and that I have secured my family in some 
place of safety, I shall not be slack in proving myself a 
man, and good citizen, and be ready to go wherever the 
exigency of affairs may require, for the preservation of our 
common rights and privileges. In the mean time, shall 
not be wanting to the publick in rendering such services 
as my small abilities will afford. 

I have the honour "to be, with great respect, Sir, yours 
and the Congress's most obedient and very humble ser- 
vant, Edward Fleming. 
To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esquire. 



S. SP. SKINNER TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD . . . , . 

New-York, July 1, 1775. 

My Lord : From a real principle of loyalty, benevo- 
lence, and love toward Great Britain and_ America, and 
through the confusion and criticalness of the times, am 
induced to trouble your Lordship with the following ex- 
tract of a letter. The sending of additional troops to 
America, and the new acts of restraint, manifestly appears 
compulsive, and, for the present, I am afraid, have discon- 
certed and unhinged a conciliatory proposition respecting a 
revenue; but independency and rebellion are disclaimed ; 
self-defence not. Plundering and burning of houses and 
Towns is infamous, and certainly must jvery much obstruct 
the granting an American revenue totheJKjng. 

In all probability both Countries j(and the West-Indies) 
will be ruined; Great Britain, "especially, and her troops 
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worsted and disgraced in America. I know the value of 
British disciplined troops, but a thousand American gun- 
men, on their own intricate, advantageous ground, it is 
likely, at any time, will defeat a large number of any Eu- 
ropean Troops. 

Your Lordship will find that I speak from actual expe- 
rience, having travelled for observation and information 
through all the Provinces, nearly, and carefully noted the 
militia and people. They make the most useful guns in 
America, and upon a moderate computation, have now 
about four hundred thousand British and American made 
guns of the common size, including a large quantity of 
rifled barrels, much cannon and ammunition, and can, with 
amazing expedition, if forced thereto, embody fifty thou- 
sand disciplined troops, mostly used to the woods and 
hunting, with thirty thousand irregulars to assist occasion- 
ally, and who will do surprising execution. Americans 
cannot want men, or paper money, ever in human ap- 
pearance, and are an active, prudent people — moderate, 
but with astonishing resolution and courage, and expert 
gun-men from their youth, and whose women breed them 
plenty of soldjers in this climate. 

No respectable body of people, my Lord, of either 
Catholieks, Churchmen, or Dissenters, in America, will 
ever agree to any measures but either requisition, or a free 
voluntary revenue. All the Colonies are fixed in una- 
nimity, and unanimous in those points. Americans will 
cleave together undivided ; those that tell otherwise are 
deceivers (intentionally) that would absolutely ruin Go- 
vernment, and are not to be credited in the smallest degree. 
The most eligible plan is, to try their free, voluntary gene- 
rosity. May God interpose. Suspending the restrain- 
ing acts, and withdrawing the extra men-of-war_and extra 
troops immediately, in time, before desertion, sickness," and 
winter advances — that is, excepting only the customary 
number of regiments in usual places, for it evidently ap- 
pears that they can act only to disadvantage in this Coun- 
try, consequently must (if God permit) end in disappoint- 
ment and disgrace to Britons; Americans to have their 
Continental Congress annually, or as occasion may require ; 
and to proportion their revenue themselves, for no other 
people can possibly measure, or truly judge of their abi- 
lity ; Britain to repeal all the American Acts, except 
those _existing at the conclusion of the last war. All affairs 
then, and not till then, will be peaceable, happy, and well 
for the ci vil a nd religious constitutional rights and liberties 
of Great Britain, and her Empire in America. 

I am, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient humble 
servant, S. Sp. Skinner. 

" The extract, dated New- York, June 8, 1775.— My 
field of view : never extended beyond the line of endea- 
vouring to prevent an arbitrary unconstitutional mode of 
raising a revenue; an unconstitutional tax or duly, or a 
compulsive^ revenue^ I certainly will reprobate, to the hour 
of my death, but a free voluntary revenue toward support 
of Government at large, I shall think it my duty to pro- 
mote ; for, as it is a well known truth, that a people who 
are. taxed w^Jpjt their consent, can have no property 
wjy'ch they can properly call their own ; so, in the contra- 
ry scale, and by a parity of experimental reasoning, it is 
equally true, that without Government is steadily fixed on 
a broad, substantial bottom, we can then, in either case, 
have no property which, we can safely call our own. 

" The ministerial proposition for a reconciliation (as it 
now stands) is compulsive, and in part inadmissible, but it 
doth not appear prudent or polite to reject the whole of it; 
yet it ought immediately to be stripped of its abstruse and 
complicated drapery — the proposition ought to be rendered 
plain, and modelled exactly to the Constitution. There 
doth not appear the least doubt but the rough plan may be 
polished ; I think it might be fashioned and improved so 
as to give quietness and full satisfaction to every reasonable 
person in Great Britain and America ; but it doth not 
seem advisable, or useful, for any Assembly to take up the 
proposition disjunctively, but by the honourable Continen- 
tal Congress, who, no doubt, will return proposition conci- 
liatory, for proposition received. 

" America's favourite plan of requisition is a very good 
one, provided a difference of times and circumstances doth 
not alter the case. The good old King George the Second 



was constrained to conform to the fashion of those times, 
and to renew his civil list annually by requisition from his 
Parliament ; but his present Majesty, in that point, is fur- 
nished out with more consequence, and not in the same pre- 
dicament; the King hath his civil list of eight hundred thou- 
sand pounds per annum, established by Parliament during 
life, with an addenda in course of two or three hundred thou- 
sand pounds more, which leaveth less room for requisition ; 
so that notwithstanding it was eligible, and a very proper 
mode for America with George the Second, it is now 
rather ineligible and out of fashion with George the Third. 

" In lieu of requisition, suppose we should copy the Bri- 
tish Parliament, and (waiving punctilios) do, ourselves, hon- 
ourably propose a moderate voluntary revenue, suitable to 
our circumstances, to be forwarded in country produce (as 
we have but little or no hard cash) as a free gift from all 
the Provinces in America conjunctively; and presented 
annually to the Crown for life, in addition to His Majesty's 
civil list establishment, provided the extra Troops are with- 
drawn immediately, and the damage made good to Boston, 
&.c. ; and the tea act, and all the accursed acts that sprung 
from its root are previously repealed ; and all our oppres- 
sive acts to be repealed. Even all the acts, excepting those 
of navigation, and a very few others, may conveniently and 
reputably be laid aside, in consequence of our politically 
offering, and rightly timing for greasing the wheels of 
Government, or granting a free voluntary revenue, in pro- 
portion to our small ability, and also in further considera- 
tion of extra expenses in supporting more of our own civil 
establishments. 

" This mode of procedure, or something analogous, 1 
apprehend would preserve entire (and in no degree violate) 
the true constitutional liberty of America, by steering clear 
as possible of the inconveniency of the British Parlia- 
ment; it would give additional consequence to His Majes- 
ty, and, at the same time, would have a strong tendency 
to quiet our enemies at home, as it would exhibit to the 
deluded Britons a striking specimen of American polite- 
ness and generosity.' It is really true policy, and would 
ease those our industrious brethren (who labour hard and 
die poor) a small proportion in their excessively burden- 
some duties and taxes; for they are annually obliged, every 
session of Parliament, to make provision for some material 
deficiency in the civil list establishment. 

" As it appears possible, and very probable, that the 
main substantial end can be accomplished, and that com- 
pletely at this juncture, with great honour, and without 
any further accumulated destruction of blood and property, 
let me most earnestly entreat that we may warily regard 
the important matter immediately, agree to a cessation of 
hostilities, and by every possible, honourable means, nego- 
tiate to evade involving and continuing the destructive con- 
test, respecting any particular construction of words, or 
singular mode to accommodate and finish the perplexed 
subject in dispute. Let us negotiate, and meet the Bri- 
tish Ministry at the threshold of their opened door, and 
return a proposition conciliatory for their proposition ; but 
let us cleave together to the Constitution for ever; and 
when our lives, Sic, are villauously attacked, we are un- 
doubtedly in every respect justifiable in effectual resistance 
and self-defence. And may it please God to grant happi- 
ness, and constant success to us in the event thereof. 

" S. Sp. Skinner. 

"N. B. Altercation may "ensue; but your Lordship's 
good sense will easily discriminate truth and honesty from 
sophistry and falsehood." 



DECLARATION OF JAMES BALL. 

Warwick, July 1, 1775. 

Whereas I, the subscriber, an inhabitant of the Town of 
Warwick, hereby humbly acknowledge that Thave given 
great offence to the Committee of Correspondence, and 
other leading men, and all the inhabitants of said Warwick, 
by my past misconduct, in casting reflections on the Con- 
gresses, and not giving or even trying to give satisfaction to 
the Committee of Correspondence of said Warwick, when 
requested agreeable to the Congress z, for which Iain heartily 
sorry, and humbly ask forgiveness. TTier eby heartily agree 
to abide by all the doings and resolutions of the Continen- 
tal and Provincial Congresses, as long as the major part of 
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the people on the Continent, and the inhabitants of this 
Province, choose members to attend on such Congresses 
respectively, and to aid and assist the people of this Pro- 
vince in defence of our rights against a tyrannical system of 
the British Administration, and to resist the King's Troops, 
and defend the rights of America now in contest, even to 
life and fortune. James Ball. 



GEN. FOLSOM TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
Camp on Winter Hill, July I, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Being obliged, for want of proper tents, 
to quarter Colonel Poor's Regiment in Barracks at Med- 
ford, which has created me much trouble and difficulty, 
they being a mile and a half distant from camp, last 
evening eighteen men, under the command of Captain 
Kowe, deserted ; which might have been prevented, had 
they been regularly encamped. The reason, I understand, 
which they assigned to their Captain, before they deserted, 
(he not giving me or his Colonel the least notice thereof 
till six o'clock this morning) was, that they did not intend, 
when they enlisted, to join the Army, but to be stationed 
at Hampton. Colonel Poor has sent after them, but if he 
cafinot get them back, hope you will take some effectual 
method to send them as soon as possible, and to prevent 
and discourage future desertions; for otherwise, if they are 
passed over _with jmpunity, their example will induce 
others^ndjjjy that means, cause such a defection of the 
Troops, as will weaken, if not entirely break up your 
whole Battalion. 

Wednesday last, the whole of the New-Hampshire 
Troops, fit for duty, were ordered to their alarm posts ; 
when formed we were not able to line our breastwork more 
than two. deep, our lines being necessarily extensive, on 
account of the situation of our camp ; therefore desire that 
the two remaining companies, now stationed at Portsmouth 
and Hampton, may be sent, if you can possibly spare them, 
there being not one quarter part of the Troops in ours as 
in the other lines at Cambridge, Rox bury, and on Pros- 
pect Hill. In a few days the breastwork will be completed, 
by which time the cannon I wrote for, I hope, will arrive, 
so that we may be prepared to give the ministerial Troops 
a proper reception should they attempt to force, our lines. 

Nothing remarkable has transpired since my last. The 
enemy are fortifying themselves as strongly as possible, on 
Bunker's Hill, and when they have completed their works, 
it is probable they will land somewhere near where the 
New-Hampshire Troops are encamped, it being very con- 
venient for them to bring up their floating batteries upon 
our left wing ; however, hope to give a good account of 
part of them jit l east whenever they come. 

Your obedient servant, Nathaniel Folsom. 

To the Honourable Committee of Safety for the Colony 

of New- Hampshire. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO COL. REED. 
In Committee of Safety, Exeter, July 1, 1775. 

Sir: The Committee, without knowing that you had in 
actual service, or in your eye, any person as Adjutant of your 
Regiment, have commissioned Mr. McGregore, a young 
man, we imagine, very suitable for that place. If any 
person you judge suitable, is disposed to act as volunteer, 
without pay, in that capacity, we have no objections, unless 
it should plainly appear to us that he would not answer 
the end. But you will easily perceive the unsuitableness 
of recalling the commission from Mr. McGregore, for no 
reason on his part, and commissioning and paying a person 
of whom, till another was appointed, we had not so much 
as a recommendation. 

You may assure yourself, that so far as the publick ser- 
vice will allow, we shall take pleasure in gratifying you or 
the Regiment, or any individual. But although we should 
be willing to make use of any and the best information, we 
must insist upon it, that our appointments should take place, 
as the contrary must be attended with boundless difficul- 
ties. By order of the Committee. 
To Colonel Reed, of the 3d New-Hampshire Regiment. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GEN. FOLSOM. 

In Committee of Safety, Exeter, July 1, 1775. 

It gives us great pleasure to find, by yours of the 26th 
last month, that a reconciliation had taken place between 
you and Colonel Stark. * We doubt not you will use your 
utmost endeavours to keep up a good harmony among the 
Troops. In order thereto, we agree with you, that a due 
subordination must be observed. Major Hobart, who is 
appointed paymaster, will have commissions for Stark's 
and ReeoVs Regiments, and is to consult you on filling up 
the vacancies.' 

Two twenty-four, and two double fortified six-pounders 
are to be sent off to-morrow morning from Hampton. The 
artillery company is not raised, nor have we been able to 
get suitable officers for that service. We think it advisable 
that you should inquire if a good man for that business 
can be engaged, and what encouragement he will expect. 
When we; carrie informed of this, we shall lay it before 
the Congress. We_ suppose if good officers can be ob- 
tained, men may be enlisted out of the battalions more suit- 
able for that purpose than elsewhere. We enclose your 
commissign, and hope that_t.be appointment of any other 
Genera] Officer w j]I not be expected. We are your friends, 
and humble servants. By order of the Committee. 

To G eneral Folsom. .,.--, 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

New. York, July 2, 1775. - 
[Read July 5, 1775.] 

Sir : Your letter of the 24th June, enclosing the resolu- 
tions of Congress, relative to the persons employed in taking 
possession of Crown Point, came to hand on Friday last. 
I shall procure the returns agreeable to the orders, and 
liquidate the sum to be paid them as soon alier my arrival 
at Ticonderoga as affairs of more importance will admit. 

Yesterday 1 had a conference with the Provincial Con- 
vention here on the subject-matter of employing the Green 
Mountain Boys, after which a Committee was appointed 
to take it into further consideration; the result, I appre- 
hend, will be to employ five hundred of them, which is full 
as many as they can raise, and to appoint a Lieutenant- 
Colonel and Major to the command of them. 

Doubts seemed to arise whether your intentions were 
that these men should be incorporated into those Regi- 
ments, for the raising of which they had already issued 
warrants and nominated the officers, or to make them a 
separate corps. My opinion was that Congress intended 
the latter, and, as such, they will be formed. 

You will receive from the Convention here some .accounts 
of Colonel Guy Johnson's conduct, too much of which I 
fear is true; and the inhabitants in the western quarter of 
this Colony, of New-Jersey, and the northern parts of 
Pennsylvania, will probably be exposed to some insults 
from the savages in their vicinity. I beg leave, therefore, to 
suggest, that if two Regiments more, of seven hundred and 
fifty men each, were raised by this Colony, and stationed, 
one on the southern part of its western frontiers, adjacent 
to. Jersey and Pennsylvania, the other towards ihe Oneida 
carrying place, it would strike so much awe into the Indians, 
as probably to prevent their making incursions upon us. 

I fear Governouv Trumbull will not have it in his power 
to furnish me with the necessary quantity of powder. Is 
it not possible to procure some from Pennsylvania! I 
shall be greatly distressed for want of a few field- pieces. 
I wish to see those in the State-House yard, Philadelphia, 
tried in actual service. 

Governour Tryon continues a prudent conduct. I can- 
not learn that he has. taken any step that will give umbrage. 
The rejection of the iVew- York Assembly's Remonstrance 
by the House of Commons, has had the good effect to 
make those in this city hearty in the cause of America, 
whose sentiments, though friendly, differed as to the mode 
of procuring redress. 

Congress has not provided for a deputy Adjutant-Gene- 
ral in this department. The necessity of such an appoint- 
ment would De superseded if another Brigade-Major was 
allowed, which seems more immediately necessary, as we 
have two Brigadiers. 

Whoever sees the Connecticut Troops admires their 
strength, stature, youth, and agility; but every one laments 
their want of regimentals. 

I am informed that seven or eight youths of the Caugh- 
nawaga tribe are at Mr, WheelocVs school, in New-Hanrp- 
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shire. What sentiments that gentleman entertains in this 
unhappy controversy I am ignorant of. If friendly, might 
he not be serviceable ? 

I should be culpable in my own opinion, and unjust to 
the Provincial Convention of this Colony, if I passed over, 
in silence, the distinguished zeal with which they second 
your views. Without immediately knowing for what pur- 
pose the supplies I have asked were wanting, they with 
alacrity have begun to procure them, judging, with proprie- 
ty, that many military operations are of such a nature as 
do not, consistent with prudence, permit their being known 
to too many. 

I am, Sir, with sentiments of the most profound respect, 
yours and the Congress's most obedient servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To the Honourable John Ilancoclc, President of the Con- 
tinental Congress. 



GENERAL GATES TO GENEEAL WASHINGTON. 

New- York, July 2, 1775. 

Sir: I have the honour to acquaint you I arrived here 
last night. This morning proving very rainy, and my 
horses much fatigued, I have halted for a few hours, 
which I shall employ in providing some articles I have 
had no_ leisure to procure since I left Virginia. From 
hence I shall proceed with all speed to Cambridge. This 
morning I waited, upon the Generals Worcester, Schuyler, 
and Montgomery. General Schuyler mentioned in pri- 
vacy, his having recommended to the Congress, the ap- 
pointment of ajiotber Brigade-Major in this department, 
as there was no Deputy Adjutant-General allowed. This, 
Sir, my experience tells me, is an officer, if properly cho- 
sen, that .. willJ}.e very necessary to add to the Army in this 
district, especially as there are two Brigades, and two 
Brigadier-Generals. 

You will pardon the liberty I take, and believe it to pro- 
ceed from the 7>eaLwllh which I wish to approve myself, 
your most faithful, and obedient humble servant, 

Horatio Gates. 



Baltimore (mabyland) committee. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Inspection for Bal- 
timore County, held in Baltimore Town, on the 3d of July, 
1775, a Letter from Henry Lloyd, agent for the Contrac- 
tors for supplying the Troops at Boston, to Doctor John 
Stephenson, being fallen into the hands of the Committee, 
was read, and is as follows : 

"Boston, May 17, 1775. 

" "Sir: The stoppage of provisions from the Southern 
Governments for the use of His Majesty's Troops, makes 
it necessary to endeavour to get a supply, by concealing 
from, the publick eye the destination of provisions shipped 
for that purpose. I shall therefore propose for your consi- 
deration the following method of doing it : Cannot a ves- 
sel be freighted with flour for the West-Indies 1 you may 
take up a vessel as large as two hundred tons and give her 
a full freight. I should send you bills on them for the 
amount of what you may ship to me in this way; but the 
negotiation of such bills might discover your plan, and defeat 
it, so that 1 should be glad you would advise me of some 
friend of yours. When I am made acquainted with his 
name, and the sum you shall draw for, will send to him from 
hence my bills on the contractors for the amount you advise 
me of. You will please likewise to give the contractors time- 
ly advice, that they may insure their interest, if they think 
proper, and inform me the name of the vessel and master 
you engage, 'that. I may lodge a permit at the light-house 
in this harbour for admission to come up to Town, and dis- 
charge her cargo here. Pray let the flour you purchase 
be such as will keep over the summer, and let the casks 
be good, well hooped, and the heads well secured with 
lining hoops. You will be careful to write me by a con- 
veyance that your letter may not fall into the hands of 
the Provincials. 

" I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

" Henry Llotd. 
" To Doctor John Stephenson" 

The Committee sent for Mr. Stephenson, and having 
shown. him the Letter, he made the declaration following; 



" I believe the within writing to be Mr. Henry Lloyd's 
writing, and I declare that I have never receive J any copy 
of it, or any other letter to that purport ; and I further 
declare, that if the letter had come to my hands, 1 would 
not have executed the order, nor will I execute any order 
of the kind from any person whatsoever, contrary to the 
resolves of the Continental Congress, or Provincial Con- 
vention. John Stevenson." 

On motion, Resolved, That Henry Lloyd, of Boston, 
has knowingly and wilfully violated the Association of the 
American Congress, by endeavouring to supply the ene- 
mies of this Country with Provisions ; and that agreeable 
to the Resolutions of the saicTCongress, it is the duty of us 
and all our constituents from henceforth not to have any 
commercial intercourse with him ; and it is recommended, 
that an inviolable regard be paid to this Resolution. 



DORCHESTER COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE. 

Cambridge, July 3, 1775. 

Whereas, divers persons trading in small vessels up and 
down the several rivers of this Province, have, of late, fre- 
quently come into the rivers of this County with Dry 
Goods, Coffee, Molasses, and other articles which are pro- 
hibited from being imported into this Country since the 
first day of December last, and which, they say, were pur- 
chased by them at Baltimore, Philadelphia, and other 
places in the Country, without proper certificates from the 
merchants they respectively * purchased of, That The said 
Goods and Merchandises were imported before the said first 
day of December; which has put the Committee of this 
County to great trouble and inconvenience, in taking pos- 
session of and storing such Goods till proper certificates 
were obtained respecting the same; and has occasioned 
frequent murmurs of those persons who were thus pre- 
vented, by their own negligence, from disposing of their 
Merchandise, under pretence that they did not think such 
certificates would be required for Goods which were pur- 
chased in the Country: the Committee of the said County, 
desirous to prevent any person in future from falling into 
the same disagreeable predicaments "of having their Goods 
detained till such time as they produce satisfactory vouch- 
ers of their Merchandise being imported within the time 
limited by the Continental Congress, do hereby give notice 
to all persons whatsoever, that they will not permit or 
suffer any one to sell or dispose of any Goods or Mer- 
chandises which may be brought into the said County, un- 
less the person or persons to whom the same belong, can 
produce a certificate from the Committee of the place 
where they purchased such Goods, that the same were 
imported within the time limited as aforesaid. 

Signed per order : HenryTIale, Cleric. 

JOHN ALSOP TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, July 3, 1775. 
Gentlemen : Your favour of 28th ultimo I received, 
respecting some blankets. In answer, a friend of mine has 
a quantity at Maryland, with some strouds, and other In- 
dian goods, which he chooses to sell all together. They • 
are ordered here; as soon as they arrive, he will give the 
invoice, which I shall lay before the Congress, as I suppose 
they will purchase the whole. Shall inform them of the 
number of blankets wanted by you, tut Ifear there is not 
so many as you stand in need of. I am, with respect, 
gentlemen, your very humble servant, John Alsop. 



CAPT. JOHN LANGD0N TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, July 3, 1775. 

Sir: No doubt before this comes to hand. General Sul- 
livan, who set out for home last Tuesday, will have waited 
-on you, or the Committee of the Province, to whom I beg 
leave to refer for particulars. 

Since his departure, we hear that several companies of 
expert riflemen have marched from Virginia and Mary- 
land. Six companies from this Province will march this 
week to join the Army before Boston. I h ave also the 
pleasure to inform you tjiat the powder mills are going on 
fast, having been supplied with several tons of saltpetre ; 
the manufacturing of which article is likely to meet with 
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great success here, as also in Virginia, and without doubt, 
in two or three months, will be able to furnish large quan- 
tities. We hear from South- Carolina that a considerable 
quantity of powder was arrived there, some of which will 
immediately be forwarded to Boston; this may be depend- 
ed on. There has been, within a few days, a considerable 
quantity sent from this place to our Armies before Boston 
and Ticonderoga. Every method has been taken, and 
will continue to be taken, for the importation of large 
supplies of that necessary article, powder; some of which 
hope will arrive soon. It is not likely that I shall be able 
to get powder to send to our Province, as the whole will 
be in the hands of the Committee, to be sent from time to 
time to our Army; therefore, if any should be wanting for 
the common cause, no doubt it may be had from them. 

I would here beg leave to suggest, that we should not, 
by any means, at present make use of cannon, if it is pos- 
sible to avoid it, until we are better supplied. The Assem- 
bly of this Province have voted to raise four thousand five 
hundred Minute-men. Every measure seems to be taking to 
defend our just rights to the last extremity. The general 
voice of the people here is, that our cause is just and 
righteous, and that God is on our side, as has most evi- 
dently appeared. The low, base, and wanton cruelty of 
the ministerial sons of tyranny, in burning the once plea- 
sant and populous Town of Charlcslown, beggars all de- 
scription. This does not look likethe fight of those who 
have so long been friends, and would hope to be friends 
again, but rather of a most cruel enemy. But we shall 
not wonder, when we reflect, that it is the infernal hand of 
tyranny, which always has and ever will deluge that part 
of the world which it lays hold of in blood. 

I am in some hopes that the Congress will rise in about 
a fortnight, but this is mere conjecture, as it will depend 
on w 7 hat news we receive from our Army, and some other 
matters^ I am very sorry to be alone in so great and im- 
portant a business as that of representing a whole Colony, 
which no one man is equal to ; but how to avoid it, I know 
not. Whether it will be thought worth while, at this un- 
certainty, to send me any assistance, our honourable Con- 
vention will be judges. I shall endeavour, as far as my 
poor abilities will admit of, to render every service to my 
Country in my power. I am, with great respect, your 
most obedient servant, John Langdon. 

To Matthew ^Thornton, Esquire. 



the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth. 

William Tryon. 
By his Honour's command : 

Saml. Bayard, Jen., Sec'y. 
God save the King. 



PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. 

Committee Chamber, July 3, 1775. 

The Committee of the City and Liberties of Philadel- 
phia having undertaken to erect a Saltpetre Manufactory, 
and having appointed Messrs, Owen Biddle, George Cly- 
mer, John Allen, James Mease, Lambert Cadwalader, and 
Doctor Benjamin Rush, to superintend the same, they do 
earnestly request the inhabitants of this Province in gene- 
raj, and of this City and Liberties in particular, to furnish 
them with all such materials and .assistance as they may 
require, to enable them to carry the said important and 
necessary Manufactory into execution with as much expe- 
dition as possible. By order of the Committee: 

John Benezet, Assistant Secretary. 

By His Excellency William Tryon, Esquire, Captain- 
General and Governour-in- Chief in and over the Pro- 
vince of New-York, and the Territories depending 
thereon, in America, Chancellor and Vice-Admiral of 
the same : 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas, the General Assembly of this Province stands 
prorogued to the fifth day of July, instant, I have thought 
fit, for His ^Majesty's service, to prorogue, and I do by and 
with the advice of His Majesty's Council, further prorogue 
the said General Assembly to the ninth day of August 
next; of which all His Majesty's subjects concerned there- 
in are required to take notice and govern themselves ac- 
cordingly. 

Given under my hand and seal at arms at Fort George, 
in theCity of New-York, the third day of July, one thou- 
sand _seven_hundred_ and seventy-five, in the fifteenth year 
of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by 



ADDRESS OF THE CORPORATION OF NEW-YORK: TO GOVERN- 
OUR TRYON. 

Address left with his Excellency Governour Tryon, the 
third day of July, 1775, by the Worshipful Whitehead 
Hicks, Esquire, Mayor of the City of New-York : 
To His Excellency William Tryon, Esquire, Captain- 
General and Governour-in- Chief of the Province of 
New- York, and the. Territories thereon depending, in 
America, and Vice-Admiral and Chancellor of the 
same : 
The humble Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
monalty of the City of New- York : 

May it please your Excellency : 

We wait upon you, Sir, to congratulate you on the bet- 
ter establishment of your health, and to bid you welcome 
to a people who, from the rectitude of your admlnistra-. 
tion, could not part with you without the deepest regret, 
and who must therefore receive yon agatn with all the con- 
fidence of safety and protection which the experience of 
your virtues and abilities can inspire. 

Would to Heaven that an event so honourable to you 
as this fresh mark of the King's approbation really is, and 
which is so acceptable to us, had found us In a condition 
more propitious to your felicity ; for even amidst the com- 
plicated distresses of this melancholy hour, we feel an addi- 
tion to our grief, from the aspect of the times upon the 
happiness we sincerely wish you to enjoy. 

To whatever causes the suspension of the harmony once 
subsisting between the Parent State and her Colonies may 
be imputed, be assured, Sir, that we sigh with the utmost 
ardour for the re-establishment of the common tranquillity, 
upon that ancient system of Government and intercourse 
which has been such a fruitful source of general prosperity 
and opulence. 

It is with affliction we behold a Nation, as renowned for 
wisdom as for valour, involved in a civil war, in which dis- 
loyalty in His Majesty's American subjects to their Prince, 
or want of affection to their Mother Country, constitute no 
part of the unnatural controversy. And we trust, under 
a merciful God, in the aid of your intercession with His 
Majesty, for a speedy termination of these hostile animosi- 
ties of his contending subjects", which undermine the power 
and threaten the destruction of the.. Empire. 

The Governour's Answer to the Address of the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New- York, 
delivered to the Mayor to be laid before the Corpora- 
tion. -...- — .. 

Gentlemen : I receive with satisfaction your congratu- 
lations on my return to this Country, and obliging assu- 
rances of your affectionate regard from my former residence 
amongst you, and of your continued confidence in me at 
this melancholy crisis of publick affairs, already carried to 
an extreme much to be lamented by every good man and 
well-wisher of his King and Country. 

I confess my disappointment at the change of circum- 
stances in this Government, and feel the weightiest distress 
at the present unfriendly aspect of the times. Long resi- 
dence in the Colonies, and a happy experience of repeated 
friendships, have, as it were, natura!jzed_me to America, 
and bound me, while I remained in England, faithfully to 
represent the loyalty, sentiments, and situation of the. in- 
habitants of this Province, and to support their interest 
with my best endeavours. At the 'same time, my breast 
glowing with an ardent zeal for the honour of my Sover- 
eign, and affection for my native Country, I was induced 
to embark again for this Government, cherishing the pleas- 
ing hope of being able to contribute, in some small degree, 
the hastening the general wish of the "Nation for a speedy 
and happy reconciliation between Great Britain and her 
Colonies. .If there can be a time when' it would he wis- 
dom and humanity to listen to the calm and dispassionate 
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voice of reason and moderation, it surely must be the pre- 
sent. I wish to embrace the idea, that neither disloyalty 
in HisJVlajesty's American subjects, or disaffection to the 
Mother Country, constitute any part of the present unna- 
tural controversy ; but that the contention flows from a 
mere misconception of constitutional principles. The Par- 
liament, in their Resolution of the 27th of February, hav- 
ing made the first advance to a measure of accommoda- 
tion, it would surely be glorious in the Americans to avail 
themselves of so important an opportunity in so noble a 
cause. In the present moment, were America to liberate 
the restraints she has laid on her commerce and constitu- 
tional authority, and through her Provincial Assemblies 
grant, suitable to the ease of their circumstances, supplies 
to the Mother Country for the protection of the whole 
British State, I am confident in my own mind the contro- 
versy would fall to the ground, and that many acts of con- 
ciliatory grace would be extended to America by Great 
Britain, which national honour cannot suffer to have torn 
from her by violence. 

I am acquainted, in a despatch from the Earl of Dart- 
mouth, that the Memorial and Representation of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of this Province, were unfortunately blended 
with expressions containing claims, which made it impos- 
sible for Parliament, consistent with its justice and dignity, 
to receive it ; yet the Petition to the King has been present- 
ed to His Majesty, who was pleased to receive it with the 
most gracious expressions of regard and attention to the 
humble requests of his faithful subjects in New-York ; and 
I am authorized to say, that nothing can give greater satis- 
faction to the royal breast, than to see us again a happy 
and united people. William Tkvon. 

New-York, July 7, 1775. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read July 5, 1775.] 

New-York, July 3, 1775. 

Sir : Your letter of Saturday last, with the resolution of 
Congress of tbe same day, and copy of the military arrange- 
ments enclosed, was delivered me at five this morning. 

Permit me, Sir, to observe, that the resolution seems to 
be founded on a supposition that the inhabitants in the 
neighbourhood of Ticonderoga are a people distinct from 
those called Green Mountain Boys, and that they are 
numerous; whereas the fact is, that most of the inhabitants 
in the north-eastern part of the County of Albany, and in 
the County of Charlotte, and who reside on what are com- 
monly called the New-Hampshire Grants, are distinguished 
by the appellation of Green Mountain Boys; and although 
they are settled in an extent of country upwards of one 
hundred and thirty miles in length, from nearly as far south 
as Albany to forty or fifty miles north of Crown Point, 
yet so lately has that country begun to settle, that it will 
be difficult (as Colonel Allen observes) to raise five hun- 
dred men in it, although there are more inhabitants, but 
necessarily occupied in procuring subsistence for their 
families. Such of them as assisted in. the reduction of 
Ticonderoga, and afterwards garrisoned it, are already 
returned to iheir respective habitations Hence, Sir, you 
will perceive that the troops in that quarter cannot be 
re-enforced, at any rate, by more than five hundred men, 
to be procured there, and those still to be levied. 

From what information I have been able to procure, I 
suppose that the forces under Colonel Hinman's command 
do not exceed thirteen hundred men, including those that 
occupy Fort George, the landing at the north end of Lake 
George, and the post at the Saw-mills, and such as are 
necessarily employed in transporting provisions, &c, from 
Albany, which will probably reduce thein to eleven hun- 
dred .and under ; and if of these I leave two hundred to 
garrison Crown Point and Ticonderoga, the remainder will 
then exceed. Genera] Carleton's regular Troops by about 
three hundrednien only, a force very inadequate barely to 
attempt destroying his floating batteries, boats, and vessels, 
without^ hazarding the loss, not only of the command of 
the lakes, but of the fortresses in our possession on its 
banks. These observations I have taken the liberty to 
make, that Congress, by being more truly possessed of 
facts, may maTce a probable guess of the consequences 
that will follow: an attempt which I conceive myself not at 



liberty to desist from making, without orders to the con- 
trary. I shall leave this to-day, and order Brigadier Mont- 
gomery to follow as soon as possible. 

Preparations are making here to fortify the pass in the 
Highlands. I had proposed that part of General Wooster's 
corps should have gone on that service. If Congress in- 
tends that any of them shall be employed in that way, 
they will please to signify it, as they cannot otherwise, since 
the last order, be moved from New-York. 

I am, Sir, most respectfully and very sincerely, your 
obedient and humble servant, Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, President of the Con- 
tinental Congress. 

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

[Read July 7, 1775.^ _ _ 



New-York, July 3, 1775. 

Sir : I did myself the honour to write you a few hours 
ago ; since which I have con versed .with Mr. Kirklqnd, one 
of the Indian Missionaries. The jnjfpjroation he gives me 
of the temper of the Indians of the Six Nations ; of Colonel 
Johnson's nefarious designs ; of the conduct of some Roman 
Catholick Highlanders, resident in the County of Tryon, 
is so interesting, that I have taken the liberty to request him 
to repair to Congress with all despatch. 

His influence with the Indians renders hjm capable, and 
I believe there is no doubt of his .willingness, to serve his 
Country in this critical hour. 

I am, Sir, most respectfully, your obedient and humble 
servant, Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esquire. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NETY-YOHK CONGRESS. 

New-York, July 3, 1775. 
Gentlesien : I do myself the honour to enclose you an 
estimate of such stores, &tc, as at present appear to me 
necessary to be forwarded ^ to Albany; the pitch, oakum, 
and nails, I wish to have sent with all possible despatch. 
I am very certain that a variety of other articles will be 
wanted, which I shall be better able to ascertain after my 
arrival at Albany, for which place I propose setting out 

to-morrow. ."~~~~_~~"._ 

I am informed that a considerable quantity of lead was 
found at Ticonderoga ; but if it should not equal my expec- 
tations, I may be exposed to insurmountable difficulties. 
I therefore wish that at least half of the quantity which I 
have estimated, may be ordered up without delay, together 
with fifty casks of powder, which 1 am advised will be sent 
you from Philadelphia. 

As it is probable, from the manoeuvres of Governour 
Carleton, that I shall speedily want a re-enforcement of 
Troops at Ticonderoga, and not being at liberty to remove 
the Connecticut Troops from hence, 1 entreat you will be 
pleased to forward whatever merwnay be levied in this 
Colony, immediately to Albany, "without waiting until the 
corps are completed. : . ... . . 

I hope, gentlemen, on every occasion, to be favoured 
with your advice. And, indeed, as the important charge 
conferred on me by the Continental Congress was done in 
deference to your polite and honourable (yet altogether 
unmerited) recommendation of me, I shall, with the fullest 
confidence, look up to you for your aid jmd countenance, 
at once to promote the publick service, and to prevent me 
from sinking under the weighty concerns of my office. 
And give me leave to assure you, that though I have the 
clearest conviction that I shall never lie ahle tpjjjual 1 the 
high opinion you have induced the Congress to entertain 
ofme, yet no effort shall.be wanti ng on my part to de serve 
it as far as possible, that I may not draw disgrace on you, 
my Country, or myself. 

I am, gentlemen, with sentiments ofjhe^inost profound 
respect, your most obedient and most. humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 

The Gentlemen of the New-York Provincial Congress. 

An estimate of Military Stores, Provisions, fyc, to be sent 
to Albanj,^.;! . . . V .... 
Fifty swivel guns : 2 ton musket MlLqr leaJ: wjja.t pow- 
der can be spared : 2. dozen bulle>rnou(dj:_soldiers.' tents 
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for thirty-five hundred men, six men to a tent : a propor-. 
tionable number of bell tents : officers' tents : tents for two 
General Officers and their suits: 15 casks of twenty-four 
pWny tiails : 10 casks of twenty penny : 15 casks of ten 
penny : 1000 weight of spike nails : 1 ton of oakum : 30 
barrels of pitch : 300 felling axes, exclusive of those for 
the camp use of the soldiers: 200 bill hooks: 200 spades: 
200 shovels: 150 pick-axes : 20 crowbars: 20 mason's 
trowels: 20 mason's hammers : 2. ton of bar iron: 500 
weight of steel : 100 set of men's harness — I believe there 
is some in Connecticut: 3 set of gunsmith's tools, exclu- 
sive of those for the regimental aTmourer: 3 set of black- 
smith's tools : 50 broad-axes: 20 whip-saws : _20 cross- 
cut saws :_4 sejs of block ahd tackles, strong: 50 weight 
of twine f 4 fishing nets with ropes : 10 bolts of sail cloth : 
50 oil cloths, well painted: 1500 oars, twelve, fourteen, 
and sixteen feet long: 500 fathom of tarred rope for pain- 
ters, for boats : J ton of tarred rope, sorted ; 4 chests of 
carpenter's tools: 28 mill shws fqr Butch mills ; 7 mill 
saws for English mills: 5 dozen mill saw files: an assort- 
ment of articles in the artillery way : paper: shot can- 
nisters: fusees: one dozen lime sieves: 50 small truck 
carriages, if they are ready made here: 10 carriages for 
field-pieces, if they are ready made herer rrecesFartes^ for 
a hospital: three months' provisions for four thousand 
men— much of the meat kind to be.fresfr, as it may be drove 
to the Army, and save the heavy expense of transportation: 
whatever arms can be spared : 20 grass scythes : flints. 



(roMMITTEE OF SECRECY (nEW-YOKk) TO MASSACHUSETTS 
' " CONGRESS. - - - ■- 

New. York, July 3, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We think it necessary to inform you, that 
by a vessel lately arrived from Greenock, in Scotland, we 
have an extract from a letter from a gentleman there, in- 
forming his correspondents here that a considerable quantity 
of goods was shipped in the Glasgow ^Packet, Captain Por- 
terfield, who sailed from that port in April last, bound for 
SaFem. As the vessel in all probability must be arrived, 
we hope that the Committee of that place have been at- 
tentiyeto. their, duty ; but as they are marked" for the use 
of the, Army, we fear theymay have passed unnoticed, 
notwithstanding the greatest vigilance. 

We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient, servants, 
' John Imlay, 

Daniel Phenix, 
■ _ Members of the Committee of Secrecy and Inspection. 



PETER . T. CGBTENIITS (COMMISSARY) TO NEW- YORK 

- ;_ :J_ ;„;/ : t: ; congress. 

--■" ;-.«_. ^-'-.^ New. York, July 3, 1775. 

- Gentlemen : I have made an inquiry about the articles 
the Congress gave me an order for, and find that I can get 
coarse cloth, of different colours like the patterns, for two 
battalions, at seven shillings and six pence, to eight shil- 
lings per yard, and afew of them from ..eleven, to thirteen 
shillings per yard, which last will do for sergeants' coats ; 
if you think the colours differ too much, they can be dyed 
a dark brown at one shilling and six pence -per yard. Mr. 
Pey, one of your_ members, can inform you whether it is 
too much. As to JjlqftjJlgth, I can get enough for two 
batt alions mor e, that is, if the Congress will permit Robert 
md_John Jlurray to take jSfteen or sixteen pieces blue 
strouds out of their store at Elizabethtown, '■■'■__• 

Muskets that are; good I find very scarce ~; not fifty ready 
made that are good 1 for any thing. I mighirget about one 
hundred made in a month, at eighty or eighty-two shillings 
a "piece. "~ ~^~: - 

" Raven's duck, none to be had as yet ; but I can get afcout 
severity pieces drilling, at two shillings and four pence per" 
yard, which is ei ght, pence higher than Igave for duck; 
and Jen pieces Russia sheeting, very stout, at five pounds, 
ten. .shillings per piece7which is about three shillings per 
yard, but then it is a quarter of a yard wider than duck or 
drilling. zz'^^i ": ..;, .. : : _ . ' -. . . :;.. : 

_ Canteens_I can ge t r eady made, about; twenty-five hun- 
dred, of Mr. Eevy, at one shilling a piece, but I would- not 
ventur e tpj buy the m, as they are something taraished, until 
Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 



the Sub-Committee view them first; new ones will cost 
one shilling and six pence. 

English spades, none to be had ; socket spades can be 
made by our blacksmiths, which "are better than English 
ones. 

Lead in bars, none to be had. Shot I can get at forty- 
four shillings per hundred weight ; but I can get bullets 
cast to any size that shall he wanted, at fifty shillings per 
hundred weight, which is cheaper than shot at forty-four 
shillings, because it wastes fourteen pounds per hundred 
weight. "' _ _ 

Flints, cartouch paper, gun-worms, screw-drivers, camp" 
kettles, haversacks, hatchets, felling axes, and pick-axes, 
I can get the whole quantity. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obecljent servant, 

Peter T. Cprtenius. 



S. PATRICK TO NEW-YORK CONGRlSS? 

Orange Furnace, JulyTJ, 1775. 

Honoured Sirs : The subscriber haying a furnace jfl. 
New-York Province, now in blast, would engage to make 
and deliver iron ball, of any given dimensio ns, a ny where 
on the North River where he can~w7tTilsaTety7and them, 
at fifteen Pounds per ton ; and_ as; the furnace is in blast, 
he would execute; any order, he might be favoured with 
expeditiously ; and is, Gentlemen, your humble servant, 

. . S. Patrick. 

The Honourable the Provincial Congress, assembled at 
New-York. 



COLONEL HINMAN TO NEW-YORK CONGRlfSS. 

Ticondcroga, July 3, 1775 

I would inform . you that Ljeutenant-Co lonej Samuel 
Mott, who is appointed Engineer by the Colony* of Con- 
necticut, arrived here yesterday. He has taken a survey 
of the fortresses at Fort George and this place, and is of 
the opinion that they are. altogether indefensible, should an 
attempt be made with artillery. .Should a number of troops, 
arrive from Canada sufficient to keep the field, (a'thingnot 
improbable,) these posts mu=t of consequence fall into their 
hands. You will therefoie see the ncces_sity of an augmen- 
tation of troops being immediately sent, as well as a supply 
of gunpowder, of which we are almost destitute. The 
importance of maintaining these posts' for' tTiVbenefit of 
your Province in particular, and of the united Colonies in 
genera], is such, that no arguments need be used to enforce 
the speedy execution of some wise and spirited measures 
for their defence. 

It is mj opinion that a sufficient numbef of "troops should 
be stationed at Fort George, with a constant jcouting paity, 
in order to prevent any sudden attack from the enemy, and 
to keep open a safe communication with /Albany. 1 pur- 
pose forthwith to throw up an'intrenchment around the 
redoubt at Crown Point, in order to render the place more 
defensible. ' " " - 

My men are daily on fatigue, in repairing bridges, mend- 
ing highways, removing the cannon; and other necessary 
employments, so that you will readily see bow inadequate 
my numbers are to the performance of all these duties, 
with that speed and safety the necessity of the case requires." 
I think it is absolutely necessary that a Captain's com- 
pany, of those intended for this department, with suitable 
implements, _be immediately directed "to. repair the roads 
and bridges in their way "to Fort George; sinxr it will be 
impracticable for the wagons to pass "much longer, in the 
wretched condition they are in at .present, especially that 
part between the Half-Moon and I Fort George. 

The troops to be forwarded should be furnished with 
tents, a thing of absolute necessity , inasmuch as the bar- 
racks are more crowded already than is eithcrj'or the con- 
venience or health of the soldiery. Sundry gentlemen, of 
late, have made application to p"ass these posts with letters 
of recommendation from the several Congresses. I should 
therefore think it proper that the letters they "Tiring with 
them should be certified, as to their number, and to whom' 
directed, in order to prevent the communication ofany in- 
telligence which might disserve the interest of the united 

Colonies. . ___ ._ 

Captain Edward Mott, who will "wait on ybuVith this, 
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will give you farther information to whatever questions you 
will think proper to ask, as to the state and condition of 
"these fortresses, and will forward any commands you will 
think proper to send. 

I am, Sir, with respect, your very humble servant, 
y - - ■-- :~ ,: --t--- j --: "'-' Benjamin - Hinman, Colonel. 
To Peter V. B.~Livingston, President of the Provincial 
Congress, New-York. 

"' WALTER SPOONER TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
."•""■■ _ .-_'-"" ' Springfield, July 3, 1775. 

May it please yotjr Honours : The Congress of the 
Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, on the I4th day of June 
last, "appointed Walter Spooner, Jedediah Foster, and. 
James Sullivan, a Committee to repair to the Fortresses 
of Ticonderoga and Crown Point, on the Lake Champlain, 
to inquire into the importance of holding those posts,, and 
the method by which they may be maintained ; to establish, 
in the pay of said Colony, so many men to defend the same 
posts as they should judge necessary, not exceeding four 
hundred. And. the. said Committee were also by the said 
Congress directed, when they should have made themselves 
fully acquainted with the situation and importance of said 
posts',' respectfully to signify their thoughts thereon to your 

Honours. _1 

W herefo re, by order of said Committee, I take leave to 
inform you, that it is the opinion, of said Committee, that 
such is the importance of those fortresses, that should they 
once be in the hands of the enemies to America, the Co- 
lony of New-York, together with the New-England Colo- 
nies, would Tje in continual danger of having depredations 
cpitjltjitted or. them by the regular forces who would be 
possefey oT those garrisons ; and should the Canadians 
arid savages (who we hope are not yef at enmity with us) 
be inclined to take part with the Ministerial Army, the dis- 
tress of the Colonies before-mentioned must be extremely 
greats 

A garrison at_ the south end of hake George, however 
tenable^ could be of but little service to the New-England 
Colonies ; because the most easy route for an army from 
Quebeckl'mto New- England, would be through Lake 
Champlain 'tolSoutJi-Bay , from whence they might travel 
by land through the new settlements of New-York into 
. the New-England Governments, and destroy the frontier . 
Towns mffiSfmarch ; drive the farmers from their fields ; 
prevent the Jarge supplies of wheat and other necessaries, 
which^rnay soon be expected from those new settlements ; 
send distress and famine into the bowels of the country; 
and aS^sjvitEouT^being on a right line within many miles 
of the south end, of Lake George. 

Lam ..also ordered by said Committee to signify to your 
Hpnours^that it is the opinion of said Committee that the 
defence .of .those, fortresses must be supported by holding 
" the command _of Lake Champlain, which they conceive 
-may be more" easily done by having vessels of various con- 
structions, well manned, armed, and floating there; for 
which puTrpose the Committee have stationed four hundred 
men there, which are all that the embarrassed circumstances 
of our .Colony can at present admit of, to co-operate _with 
riiaT a thousand under the command of Colonel Hiriman, 
who is. .senTTpjTiose" posts by the Government otVon- 
nibticut, Jaut whether the forces now on the lake are suf- 
ficient for the purposes aforementioned, your Honours will 
judge. 

s.Kfl am, with due respect, in behalf of said Committee, 
your Honours' most obedient humble servant, 
-.:-.=, r ^^0k^^:ix,h^. '. - . Walter SpooNER. 
To the tJp^T^j3eiit and Members of the American Con- 
" gress" rrow^sitting at Philadelphia. 

*•-"+_ WALTER SPOONER TO THE NEW-YORK CONGRESS, 

,..,.; ' ;, : .--^.._ ; - .- Springfield, July 3, 1775. 

Gentlemen^ Notwithstanding the many calamities that 
the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay now struggles under, 
the Congress there are resolutely determined to leave 
nothing within their power undone, which may have a 
probable tendency to preserve'the rights and property' of 
the. A mer ican Colon i'es . In 'pursuance of this resolution, 
they, cm thellth day of June last, appointed a Commit- 



tee, whereof I have the honour to be .chairman, to proceed 
16. Ticondcroga and Crown Point, to inquire into the im- 
portance of holding these posts ; and among other things, 
beg leave to signify to you their thoughts on the subject. 
The Committee have made those inquiries, as they were 
directed, and have ordered me to takeleave io. Inform you 
that it is their opinion, that should the fortresses on Lake 
Champlain fall into the hands of our. enemies, the Colony 
of New- York, with the New-England Colonies, must be 
in the lutmost insecurity; for the enemy, might land at the 
southern end of a part of the waters' of La ke Champlain, 
called South-Bay, from whence, as Fort Edward is razed 
to the foundation, there is nothing to check them, or pre- 
vent them spreading fire and devastation down to Albany, 
and over all the frontier Towns .eastward, in New-York 
and the. New-England Colonies. ~ * 

Wherefore, it is the opinion of the Committee, that all 
possible care ought to be taken to keep the command of 
Lake Champlain, which, perhaps, may be more easily 
effected, by armed vessels of various constructions, than 
otherwise, '" ,:....".' "."';.". ':'"".' " 

The Committee have established onjthejakes^ in the pay 
of the Massachusetts Colony, four hundred effective men , 
with proper officers, which are all that the distressed, state 
of the Colony can at present admit of; which Regiment, 
from the peculiar embarrassment which thajLColony is now 
".labouring under, must look for present supplies of provisions 
to the Colony of New- York. _ : 

While the Committee were at the posts above mentioned, 
there was a dangerous mutiny set on foot by some persons 
employed by Colonel Arnold, an officer of our Colony, 
who appeared to have their own interest more.at heart than 
the publick good, which, had it not been for the influence 
and well-timed exertions of Judge Duer, a gentleman pf 
the County of Charlotte, in your Colony, and the principal 
officers of the Connecticut Forces, might have been attend- 
ed with fatal consequences. . As the Committee suppose 
the Colony they serve to be under great obligations to that 
worthy gentleman, they cannot but I nform his own Govern- 
ment of lus zealous exertions jfor..tbe publick good. 

I am, with due respect, in behalf of the Committee, your 

most obedient humble.servant, 

_ Walter Spo.oner. 

To the Hon. President and M_emberg.Qf.the Cpnyentjonpf 
the Colony of New-York," ~' ~~~Z .~"I"T"".' "~'~ '_- . 

WALTER SPOONER TO GOVE_R.NOtTR TRUMBUI.L7 

•"'-- -"■"'"SprragncH, Jiily 3,"I775." 

May it please your Honour: When the_C_png_ress of 
the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay were informed that 
your Government had sent Colonel Minman to Lake 
Champlain, with a thousand men, to defend the important 
posts there, it was w T ith the deepest concern that they saw 
lie was not commander-in-chief of_tliQSj^^fortresses and 
their appendages, and immediately despatched a Commit- 
tee, whereof Fhave the honour to be chairman, to let the 
commander Of their forces knpw 4 that it was the expecta* 
tion of our. Congress, that the .Conimgndgrjjn-Cliief of the 
Connecticut Forces should be overpur officers and privates. 
The Committee was also ordered, respectfully to signify to 
your Honour their opinion of the necessity of holding those 
fortresses, as also of the most. expedient method to do it, • 
" Whereupon, they proceeded, and at C'rjrwn Point let 
Colonel" Arnold luiow that it ; j^asT.expected"h~e should give 
up the command of the garrisons.!^. , "to Colonel Hwman, 
and be under 1 him as bis chief pfficer_tljere_; but he de- 
clined it, and declared that he would not be jecond to any 
man, disbanded his forces, and resign ed"Eis commission. A 
= majority of his men engaged arrew^under Colonel James 
Easton, who the Committee appointed^ under the Com- 
mander of the". forces of your Government7oh tFe lakes 

to be regulated by your martial. law. And the Committee 

left the garrisons and. appendages in peace, with much 
satisfaction, commanded by Colonel Hinman, who, t hey are 
confident, is fully equal to the appointment. 

The Committee also order .me to inform your Honour, 
that it is their, opinion, that the abandoning the posts on 
Lake Champlain would probably prove the utter ruin of 
the New-England Governments f arid that they apprehejnd 
arrived vessels, floating batteries," &. c. , will "ToeUie surest 
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means of commanding tbe lakes. The Committee would 
write your Honour more fully on this subject, but they are 
convinced, from the letters you have favoured our Congress 
with, that you are fully possessed of the importance of 
holding those fortresses. 

Justice compels the Committee to let your Honour know, 
that on, Colonel Arnold's refusing to serve under Colonel 
Hinman, a mutiny arose amongst some .of Arnold's men, 
who would not engage anew in our service, which seemed 
to be attended with dangerous symptoms ; but by the noble 
exertions of the .officers of your Government, with those 
of Judge Duer, of Charlotte County, in the Colony of 
New-York, and the ample support by them rendered to 
the Committee in the most difficult situation, it was happily 
quelled. The particulars of it are too tedious and disagree- 
able for your Honour's attention, while you have constantly 
business of the last importance before you. But this much 
the Committee. order_jyie to take leave to say, that from 
the polite, generous, and manly disposition of Colonel 
Hinman, and the officers in the Connecticut Force? under 
him, we may gather the most. happy prospects of a cam- 
paign at the Northward replete with honour and interest 
to The Colonies. 

_I am, in behalf of the Committee, your Honour's most 
obedient humble servant, Walter Spooner. 

Honoujable. JonofAan Trumbull, Esq. 



GOVEJINOUR WENTWORTH TO SECRETARY ATKINSON. 

Castle William and Mary, July 3, 1775. .. 

Dear Sir: I have occasion to inspect the books of 
Charters in the Secretary's Office, and to make some min- 
utes' out of them. I desire you wljl. deliver them to the 
bearer for that purpose, and I will be responsible for .their 
safety and return into the Secretary's Office. I am, dear 
Sir, yours, &c, J. Wentworth. 

Honourable Theodore Atkinson, Esq. 



CONGRESS Or NEW-HAMPSHIRE TO THE MASSACHUSETTS 

f„ a „.^ :i ^L^^ " ; . .^CONGRESS. --"■". ...... 

. Exeter, July 3, 1775. 

Gentlemen : r We take the earliest opportunity to con- 
vey to you somfe intelligence we have just received from 
Canada, by the way of Mr. Dean, a Missionary, lately 
cpitie "from .that country. "We enclose copies of two letters 
from Doctor Wheelock, and from a Committee in Hanover. 
JVIr. Wheelo ck a nd Co lonel Bedel, who will take the charge 
of this, will be able to give you, perhaps, some further par- 
ticular^ We wjsji to have L as soon as possible, your judg- 
ment on the matter, and shall probably defer acting until 
\ye hear from you. If any plan of operation .towards, or 
in Gonadals T suTJabTe^we wish to act in concert. with you 

. and Uie.£tbexCpJonjej_jn.the neighbourhood..' We trust 
we ;sh3j.Ijot^eJwckvv.ard in exerting ourselves in the com- 
mgn defence; but would act with caution in a matter. .of 
importance. - 

We are, with respect, gentlemen, your friends and 
brethren IrPthe common cause. _. 

, In the name and by order of the. Congress : 

f -Matthew Thornton, President. 

REVETtEND DOCTOR WHEELOCK TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE 
CONGRESS. 

Dartmouth College, June 28, 1775. 

Much respected Gentlemen _: Yesterday Mr. Dean 
returned from his tour to Canada, on which I sent hirn in 
the capacity of a Missionary, last March, with a view to 
strengthen and perpetuate the friendship which has lately 
commenced between the Indian tribes in that quarter and 
the Seminary, to attach them to these Colonies," and secure 
these frontiers from an invasion from that quarter. And 
on hearing his narrative, the intelligence appeared so inte- 
resting, and the authority so good, that I thought best to 
send him forward immediately to the honourable Conti- 
nental Congress, whose determination I thought would pro- 
bably be governed. in some important respects by his ac- 
counts. 

The Tribes of Indians near Montreal and Quebeck are 
doubtless well affected towards these Colonies and the 
cause we are engaged in. But about forty savages" from a 



great distance, came into Montreal, with a profession of 
coming to a Congress or treaty, we understand, at the de- 
sire of the Governour, who ordered the Commissary to 
make provision for the entertainment of three hundred 
more, by which he supposed the number was expected 
soon. The neighbouring tribes will none of them join with 
the savages, excepting that the Caughnawagas, to save 
themselves from being distressed, have engagecTto assist in 
defending him at Montreal, but to go no further, and gave 
the fullest evidence that this concession was only for self- 
preservation ; and Mr. Dean is confident that the Governpur 
cannot persuade an Indian there so much as to conduct 
those foreigners through the roads to our settlements. He 
further informs, that the inhabitants of Canada were much 
alarmed. at our people's taking the forts on the lake; and 
that upon it, they (the Regulars) exerted themselves much 
in preparing themselves for an attack from our soldiers; 
and that this appeared to be their grand object when be 
left the place. But my son, who comes on purpose, can 
give you a more full and particular account of this and of 
the present state of Oswego, &c. And I would humbly 
propose to your consideration, gentlemen, whether it be 
not expedient, and of the first and greatest importance to 
the safety of the whole, that all these frontier Towns. lie. 
well and speedily supplied with arms and ammunition, and 
as much as they can, to put themselves into a posture of 
defence ; and that in order hereto, some methdefto procure 
such stores be pointed out to them by the honourable Con- 
gress ; and.also some means be provided to make it prac- 
ticable by such as are poor and unable to purchase for 

themselves.. • . '__"..". " "" . ,: -" "-- : - ^ 

I most heartily pray the. Father of lights to direct you in 
your consultations and determinationsj)h this most interest- 
ing affair; and am, much respected gentlemen, your most 
obedient and .very humble servant, 

Eleazer Wheelock. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress now sitting at 
Exeter. ~ :; '~~::~~~':_:~~~::~~^r- 



P, S. My son can inform you of the measures used by 
the. Canadian Indians to engage all their allies not to join 
against us. _ :/^„». _„_:...„ ; 
" Since I wrote the . foregoing letter, T bave seen a man 
direct from Albany, and late from Mount Johnson, who 
informs me that Colonel Cr. Johnson has l ately received 
presents to the amount of three thousandJPQunds, from the 
King, to be disposed, of to .engage the Indians within his 
.jurisdiction against the Colonies; and that all his endea- 
vours for that purpose have been fruitless., _ Not one of the 
Indians would go to receive.the .presents. That said Su- 
perintendent has withdrawn, with his, family and presents, 
by the way of Oswego; but where Tie, is going Is not 
known, ' That the Mohawks arii_ Oneidas are_firm foijhe 
Colonies; which also agrees with other accounts, 



COMMITTEES OF HANOVER AND .LEBANON; TO ,T.H]p VJJEW- 
HAMPSHIRE CC^GRE^r 1 :: . ■ ;. = 
-•-- - _- —Hanover, June 27, 1775. 

Sir : Mr. Dean having yesterday returned from Canada, 
with intelligence which we apprehencTof importance, we 
think it our" duty forthwith to communicate it to the. Pro- 
vincial Congress ; and as sundry Members of the Conti- 
nental Congress have desired Mr. Dean's attendance .at 
Philadelphia, as soon as he returned fiom his mission, for 
which place he sets out to-morrow 7 , we have desired Mr. 
John Wheelock to take the journey to Exeter, to commu- 
nicate the intelligence to your honourable House, with/af 
much speed and "accuracy as. possible, not doubting your 

approbation of c .onr procedure therein, 

We are, Sir, ytiur most obedrent_ahd most humblg ser- 
vants, EdmVnd FreemanJ Jona. Freeman, 
Bez\ Woodward, Israel Curtis, 
John Wright, ~~ _ 
Committee of Inspection and Correspondence for Hanover. 

John Griswold, S. Waterman, 
John Willi wis, Jedediah Hubbard, 
Committee of Inspection and Correspondence for Lebanon. 

To Colonel M. Thornton, President of the Provincial 
Congress in New-Hampshire. 
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- PROVlNCrXL CONGRESS OF GEORGIA 1 

At a Provincial Congress held agreeable to appointment, 

at Tondee's Long Room, at Savannah, on the 4th day of 

July, 1775, and continued from day to day, the following 

persons' were returned duly elected, viz: 

Town and District of Savannah. — Archibald Bullock, 
Noble Wirnberly Jones, Joseph Habersham, Jonathan 

. , Bryan, Ambrose Wright, William Young, John Glen, 
Samuel Elbert, John Houstoun, Oliver Bowen, John 
McCluer, Edward Telfair, Thomas Lee, George Hous- 
toun, Joseph Reynolds, John Smith, William Ewen, 
John Martin, Doctor Zubly, William Bryan, Philip 

; Box, Philip Allman, William O 'Bryan, Joseph Clay, 
Seth John Cuthbert. - 

District of Vernonburgh. — Joseph Butler* Andrew 
Elton Wells, Matthew Roche, Junior. 

District of Acton. — David Zubly, Basil Cowper, Wil- 
liam Gibbons. 

Sea-1§la^nj)^Pi|trict5^— ColoneJ Deveaux, Colonel De 
Le Gall, James Bulloch, John Morel, John Bohim 
Gerreadieu, John Barnard, Robert Gibson. 

District of Little Ogechee- — Francis Henry Harris, 
- Joseph Gibbons, James Robertson,* 

Parish of St. Matthew.— JoArc Stirk, John Adam 
Treutlen, George Walton, Edward Jones, Jacob Wald- 

- hauer, PhUip Howell, Isaac Young, Jenkin Davis, 

, John Morel, John Fieri, Charles McKay, Christopher 
Cramer. . ~ 

Parish of St. Philip. — Colonel Butler, William Le 
Conic, William Maxwell, Stephen Drayton, Adam 
Fowler Brisbane, Luke Mann, Hugh Bryan- 
Parish of St. George.— Henry Jones, John Green, 
. Thomas Burton , William Lord, David Lewis, Benja- 
min Lewis, James Pugh, John Fulton. 

Parish of St. Andrew. — Jonathan Cochran, William 
Jones, Peter Tarlin, Lachlan Mcintosh, William Mc- 
intosh, George Threadcraft, John Wereat, Roderick 
Mcintosh, John Witherspoon, George Mcintosh, Allan 

.Stuart, John Mchitosh, Raymond Deitiwe. 

Parish of St. David. — Seth John Cuthbert, William 
Williams, Senior. 

Parish of St. Mary.— Da?ue7 Ryan. 

Parish of St. Thomas. — John Roberts. 

Parish^ of St. Paul. — John Walton, Joseph Maddock,* 
Andrew Burjis, Robert Rae, James Rae, Andrew 
Moore, Andrew Barney, Leonard Marbury. 

Parish of^r.~JoHN. — James Screven, Nathan Brownson, 
Daniel Roberts, John Baker, Sen., John Bacon, Sen., 
James Maxwell, Edward. Ball, William. Baker, Sen., 
William Bacon, Jr., John Stevens, John Winn, Sen. 

' Those marked * declined taking their seats. 

Arc Mha J^ j2mo ck, JElsq.. being proposed as President, 
wa'g teanlmqusTy elected ; and George Walton, Esq., being 
proposed as Secretary, was also unanimously elected. 

The Congress then adjourned to the Meeting-House of 
the Re yerend Doctor Zubly, where he preached a sermon 
on the alarming state of American affairs. 

ilTThe Congressbeing returned, a motion was made and 
^©fthdeT, that the tfianks of this Congress be given to the 
Rey. l5m\oiZuMy, for the excellent Sermon he preached 
thisday to the Members y which being unanimously agreed 
to, it was Ordered, That Basil Cowper, Joseph Clay, 
John Houstoun, John Glen, and George Houstov,n,Y,sqrs., 
be. a Committee^ for that purpose. - 1 ;"" *' 

/:.;,¥ v ; .?fc-Sferp.yft*{i» -»<,|if'>*:. •" -•:;•.. Wednesday, July 5, 1775. 

A^rnption was made and seconded, that this Congress 
aftply to his Excellency the Governour,' by message, re- 
questing Eim to appoint a day of Fasting and Prayer 
throughout "this Province, on account of the disputes sub- 
sisting "between i America and the Parent State; which 
being unanimously passed in the" affirmative, it was ~~ 

■ Ordered, _TKa_t_ Doctor Zubly, Wittiajm Young, Joseph 
Clay, StepfienJJrayton, and William Maxwell, be a Com- 
mittee for that purpose. 

■'■: ■*j : .}*#/^te}»% r J?opy of the Message. _ 

-May, it please, your Excellency: The Provincial 
Congress, deeply concerned at the preseriralarming state 



of affairs, and the distresses of America, humbly request 
that your Excellency would appoint a day of Fasting and 
Prayer, to be observed throughout this Province, that a 
happy reconciliation may soon take place between America 
and the Parent State, and that, under the auspicious Teign 
of His Majesty and his descendants, both Countries may' 
remain united, virtuous, free, and happy, till time shall be 
no more. .:.._.: 

By order of the Congress : 

- Archibald Bulloch, President. 

The President T)eing informed by the Messenger, that 
John Jamieson and John Simpson, Esquires, were in wait- 
ing, and desired to be admitted; which being agreed to, 
they were desired to walk in. They then produced and 
delivered in to the President a Paper containing several 
Resolutions entered into by a number of persons, inhabi- 
tants of the Town of Savannah ; which was ordered to be 
read, and is as follows, viz : 

" At a meeting of several of the Inhabitants of the Town 
of Savannah^ at Mrs. Cuyler's, on Friday, the 13th of 
June, 1775, John Mullryne, Esq., in the chsir; Joseph 
Clay, James Mossman, Rev. Mr. J. J. Zubly, John Simp- 
son, Noble Wirnberly Jones, John Jamieson, William 
Moss, John Glen, Josiah Tattnall, John Graham, Levis 
Johnston, William Young, Richard Wylly, Andrew Mc- 
Lean, Basil Cowper, PJiTlip Moore, George Houstoun, 
Joseph Butler, James Read, Thomas Ried, William Pan- 
ton, James Edward Powell, William Strut hers, Alexander 
McGowen, John C. Lucena, Thomas Sherman, J. N. 
Faming, Levi Sheftall, Charles Hamilton, George Spen- 
cer, William Brown, Junior, Francis Courvoizie, James 
Anderson. I""\'~ 

" Whereas, publick confusions and grievances are much 
increased by private dissensions and animosities : 

."Resolved, therefore, nem. con., That we will use our 
utmost endeavours to preserve the peace and good order 
of .this Province ; and that no _person behaving liiiriself 
peaceably and inoffensively, shall be molested in his per- 
son or property, or eveji in his private sentiments, while 
he expresses them with, decency, and without any illiberal 
reflections upon others. 

" Whereas, the acts for raising a perpetual revenue in_ 
Am erica, and a I Lthe m easu res jtsed to enforce these acts, 
are not partiarbut general grievances, and it is more likely 
that redress will be obtained Tjy the joint endeavours of all 
who may think these acts unconstitutional or oppressive, 
than by amy measure that might be' talen singly by indi- 
vidaals ; therefore, 

"Resolved, That it is the opinion of this meeting, (as a 
proper measure to be pursued, because tbejjeneral Assem- 
bly is not now sitting, from whom_ an application to the 
Throne must be very proper, and as no time should be 
lost,) that a humble, dutiful/and decent Petition be ad- 
dressed to His Majesty, expressive of the sense, appre- 
hensions, and feelings of all such as may choose to sub- 
scribe such a Petition, which it is. hoped will be done by 
every man' in the Province ; and it is therefore the wish of 
this meeting, that such a measure be adopted by the Pro- 
vincial Congress, intended to be held on Tuesday next, 
the fourth of July. 

"Resolved, That the interest ofthls Province js insepa- 
rable from the Mother Country, and all the sister Colonies ; 
and that to separate themselves from the latter would only 
be throwing difficulties in the way of its own relief, and 
thai of the plber Colonics, and justly incurring the resent- ' 
merit of all those t,o whose distress. our disunion might cause 
an addition. _ .^- ■-. : ^^ 1^_ ™: :::1± :r : : 

" Resolved, That this Province ought, and it is hoped will 
forthwith join the other Provinces in every just and legal 
measure "to secure "and restore _th e libertie s of all Americ a, 
and for healing the unhappy divisions now subsisting be- 
tween Great Britain and her Colonies. "_ ^ ~_' '_ 

" Resolved, "Thai the proceedings of this meetmglje laid 
before the Provincial. Congress orr Tuesday, the fourth day 
of July next, and that Mr, JanmsowmA. Mr. Simpson do 
wait upon them with the same, as reOTmmended Jo thern; 
by this meeting. By order of the meeting : 

- " Jo hn M ullryn e," 

A motion was ma.de and seconded, that the Paper above 
mentioned do lie upon the table for the perusal .of "the 



~?EF~ 



■^V.—Mll-a^M^*-^iu.^Miu.,^aiiS.^J.^..j .taa i l.,i, tJ . J ..i»...„s-1t..-.r.i „,..,. . g. „ ...... ut.ij. .. . ,-. „.J. ^..rt.j^:.. m i, J 4ja.»»j»tuMmu»Ji^ai>i aaHfaiiirl -.ill r l lir^ MiablLJ ^ :; ---"-- ,il ^^"-' I -" : "*'-* a ' J '-' a ~ j; '*- 



1545 



GEORGIA PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, JULY, 1775. 



1546 



members ; which being carried, the same was ordered to 
lie upon the table accordingly. 

, Amotion was made and seconded, that this Congress do 
put thj|L Province upon the same footing with our sister 
Colonies ; which being put, it was ordered that it be taken 

into consideration to-morrow morning. 

*-. " 

< ' .- Thursday, July 6, 1775. 

The Order of the Day being read, the same was taken 
into consideration, and, after some deliberation, it was 
unanimously 

X, Resolved, That this Province will adopt and carry into 
execution all and singular t,he measures and lecommenda- 
tions of the late Continental Congress. 

2. Resolved, In particular, that we, in behalf of our- 
selves and our constituents, do adopt and approve of the 
;db»j;rico«_Dec!aratioi]L_or -Bill of Rights, published by the 
late Continental Congress, and also of their several resolves 
made in consequence of some infractions .thereof. 

3. That from and after this day we will not receive into 
tliis Province any Goods, Wares, or Merchandise, shipped 
from Great Britain or Ireland; or from any other place, 
any such Goods, Wares, or Merchandises as shall. have 
been exported from Great Britain or Ireland ; nor will 
we import any East-India Tea from any part of the world, 
tiffany "Molasses, Syrups, Paneles, Coffee, or Pimento, 
from the Brijish Plantations, or from Dominica; ~rmr 
Wines from Madeira or the Western Islands, nor foreign 
Indigo. 

4. That we will neither import Or purchase any Slave 
imported from Africa, or elsewhere, after this day. 

i 5. As a Non-Consumption Agreement, strictly adhered 
to, will be an effectual security for the observation of the 
Non-Importation, we, as above, solemnly agree and asso- 
ciate, that, from this day, we will not purchase ortise any 
Tea imported on account of the East-India Company, or 
any on which a duty hath or shall be paid ; and we will 
not purchase or use any East-India Tea whatever, nor will 
, we, nor shall any person for or under us, purchase any of 
these Goods, Wares, or Merchandises we have agreed not 
to import, which we shall know, or have cause to. suspect 
were imported after this day. 

6. The earnest desire we have not to injure our fellow- 
subjects in Great Britain and Ireland, and the West- 
IndieSj induces us to suspend a Non-Exportation until the 
tenth "day of September, 1775, at which time, if the acts 
and parts of acts of the British Parliament hereinafter 
mentioned are not repealed, we will not, directly or inal- 
rectly, export any Merchandise or commodity whatsoever 
to Great Britain or Ireland, or the West-Indies, except 
Rice to Europe. 

1, Such as are merchants, and use the British and 
Irish trade, will give orders as soon as possible to their 
factors, agents7and correspondents in. Great Britain and 
Ireland, not to ship any Goods to them, on any pretence 
whatever, as they cannoi.be received in this Province ; and 
if any merchant residing in Great Britain or Ireland shall, 
directly or indirectly, ship any Goods, Wares, or Merchan- 
dise for America, in order to break the said Non-Importa- 
tion Agreemehf^prln any manner .contrjyene the same7 
on such unworthy cbnl&ct being well attested, it ought to 
be made publick, and ontKe same being so done, we will 
not, from thenceforth, have any commercial connexions 
with such merchant. ....... ■ -■■ 

8. That, such as are owners /of vessels will give positive 
r orders to jheLr Captains or masters not; to receive' on board 

their vessels any Goods prohibited by the said Norr-Jm- 
portation Agreement, on pain of immediate dismission from 
their service. 

9. We "will. useTqu r u t most endeavours to improve the 
breed of Sheep, and increase their numbers to the greatest 
extent ; and to that end we will kill them as sparingly as 
rqay be, especially those of the most profitable kind, nor 
will export anyto the West-Indies or elsewhere ; ajd tTipse 
of us who are. or may become overstocked. witK^orrcan 
conveniently spare any Sheep, will dispose _6T them to our 
neighbours, especially to the poorer sort, on mqderate 
terms. '_ . _".".' : : ~ 

10. That w-e will, in ourTseveral stations, encourage fru- 
gality, economy, and industry, and promote agriculture, 
arts, and the manufactures of British America, especially 



that of Wool ; and will discountenance and discourage 
every species of extravagance and dissipation, especially 
horse-racing, and every kind of gaming, cock-fighting, ex- 
hibition of shows, plays, and other expensive diversions and 
entertainments; and on the death of any relation or friend, 
none of us, or any of our families, will go into any farther 
mourning dress than a black crape or ribbon on the arm or 
hat for gentlemen, and a black ribbon and necklace for 
ladies ; and we will discontinue the giving of gloves and 
scarfs at funerals. 

11." That such as are venders of Goods or Merchandise 
will not take advantage of the .scarcity of Goods that may 
be occasioned by this Association, but will sell the same at 
the rates we have been respectively accustomed to do for 
twelvemonths last past; and if any vender of Goods or 
Merchandise shall sell any such Goods or Merchandise on 
higher terms, or shall in any manner, or by any device 
whatsoever, violate or depart from this agreement, no per- 
son ought, nor will any of us deal whit any such person, 
or his or her factor or agent, at any time thereafter for any 
commodity whatever., . . . - ._ , 

12. In case any merchant, trader, or other persons shall 
attempt to import any Goods or Merchandise, into this 
Province after this day, the same shall, be forthwith sent, 
back again, without breaking any of the packages thereof. 

13. That a Committee _be chosenjn ...every Town, Dis- 
trict, and Parish. within this Province, by those who pay 
towards the general tax,' whose business it^haH he atten- 
tively to observe the conduct of alt persons touching this 
Association"; and when it shall be. made appear, to the 
satisfaction of a majority of any such Committee, that any 
person within the limits of their appointmennias violated 
this Association, that.sucb_majority do forthwith cause _the 
truth of the.case to be published in the. Gazette, to the end 
that all such foes to the rights of British America may be 
publickly known and uniyersally^contemried as the ene- 
mies. of American liberty, and thenceforth we will break 
off all connexion with him or her, __^._ . ... ._: ".".. 

14. That a Committee df Correspondence to this Prov- 
ince do frequently inspect th_e entries of the CustonvHpuse, 
and inform the Committees of the other Colonies which 
have acceded tp the ContinentjL AsjoqLatiQB, from time to 
time ;of the true state thereof, and of every other material 
circumstance that may occur relative to this. Association.: : 

15. That all manufactures of ..djiis Projnnce3g_so]d _ai 
reasonable prices, so that no undueTMvantage I>e taken of 
a future scarcity oJjlGoods. . . .; ; 

16. find we do~ further agree and resolve, that we will 
have no trade, commerce, dealings, or intercourse, whatso- 
ever with any Colony or Vrovimerwl^orth America which 
shall not accede to, or" which sl£aIOiejmfj^_ violate this 
Association, but. will' hold them. as_unwo7thy of t he rights of 
freemen, and as rnimical to the liberties of their C ountry. - 

And we.d.p solemnly bind ourselves and our constituents, 
under the ties of virtue, honouT, /arid love of our Country, 
tp.adhere to this "Association, until such parts of the seve- 
ral, acts of Parliament, passed since _t he .close, .of. the. ^ Tast 
war, asimposeror continue dufieOipon Tea,^VVines, Mo- 
lasses, Syrups, Paneles, Coffee, Sugar, Pimento, Indigo, 
foreign Paper, Glass, and Painter s', Colou rs, imported into 
America; and extend the powers' of the .Admiralty .Courts 
beyond their aMent ..limits, 'derirrve"^Cmejr^c«g subjects of 
trial by Jury, authorize.lhe Judge's certificate tdTndernnify 
the prosecutor from damages: tEaOie ^mjgli t otherwise Jb.e 
liable to from a IriaPby his peeHffeTprTre oppfessFve se- 
curity from claimants of .Ships or Goods s eized b efore he 
is allowed, to "defend his property, are repelled ; and until 
that ..part of the Act of 12 George 3, ch. 24~7entTtled " An 
Act for the better securing His Majesty's Dock- Yards, 
Magazine's, Ships,' Ammunition^ and Stores," by which any 
person charged with committirig ahy of the offenc es the rein 
described in Armrica may be tried, within any Shire or 
C pun ly wlthi n J f) e_Rea Im , is" "repeal ed ;~ an"5 ~until th e lour 
acts passed in The last session ^JParliamenJ, viz: thatlor 



stopping the Port and blocking tip The Harbour of Boston, 
that for jiltefin|? the Charter and Government of the Ma s- 
sQxhusetts-Bay, and that wh ich ' is"en titled '^A n Act for 
the better, admTnisfraTipTi,&;c.," and that Tor extending ibe 
limits (S QitebecTcj &lc., are repealed ; and. until the : two 
acts passed in ihf' present segsipr^^f^ParJi|njgnt, the one 
entitled" A Bill to restrain the Trade, and . Commerce of 
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the Colonies of P?eu>- Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Virginia, and South? Carolina, to Great Britain, Ireland, 
and the British Islands in the West-Indies, under certain 
conditions and limitations;" and the other, "An Act .com- 
monly called the Fishery Bill." 

' Friday, July 7, 1775. 

The following is his Excellency's Answer to the Mes- 
sage of this Congress: 

Savannah, July 7, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I have taken the opinion of His Majesty's 

Council relative to the request made by the gentlemen who 

have assembled together by the name of a Provincial 

Congress, and must premise, that I cannot consider that 

meeting as constitutional; but as the request is expressed 

in such loyal and dutiful terms, and the ends proposed 

being such as every good man must, most ardently "wish 

for, 1 will certainly appoint a day of Fasting and Prayer to 

be observed throughout this Province. T w 

. . . J as. Wrxpht. 

To Stephen Drayton, Esq., and the other Gentlemen who 
waited on the Governour. 

A motion ^ was made and seconded, that the thanks "of 
this Congress be given to his Excellency the Governour, 
for_his Answer to the Message of this Congress, and his 
ready compliance with their request ; which, being put, 
urjamnransly passed In the affirmative.''' 

.Qtdsj'ed, That Dr. Zubly] John Smith, and Joseph 
Clay, be a Committee for that purpose. 

A motion was mad e and seconded, that five persons be 
chosen torepresent this Province in the Continental Con- 
gressjtp pointed to be held at .the City of Philadelphia on 
the..filth of May last; and the question being put, it passed 
unanimously in the affirmative. 

The Congress then proceeded to the choice, when John 
, Houstoun ,and Archibald Bullock, Esquires, the Rev. Dr. 
Zubly, Noble Wimhzrly Jones, and Lyman Hall, Esq's, 
weft duly elected. 

■ -J)?, Zubly expressed hjs surprise at being chosen, and 
saiajJiatFejljought himself, for many reasons, a very ini- 
propeT peliSnX Du _ l the choice was insisted upon, and the 
Doctor ilecTaied he would by_ no means go unless he had 
th_e approbation of his congregation; whereupon, Noble 
Whnbcrly Jones and John Houstoun, Esquires, were ap- 
pointed to request their consent. 

A motipn was made and seconded, that a Secret Com- 
mittee be appointed, which being agreed to, it w'as^ "."' 

Resolved, That the President do nominate^seven per- 
sons to be a tjiat jCpmmittee, whose, business JLshall be to 
be ^vigilant and active in the discovery of all matters which 
rijay affect the pii'BTick; and that they snail' have right to 
lay all such intellig ence and information before the Presi- 

~ de^t af this Jongress while sitting, and in.jf's recess before 
the Pre|jdent of^thj; Coiincil of Safety, in order that the 
evil Resigns o^wjckecTrnen may be early frustrated- 

^mo^n^w^sjnade and 3 seconded, that the Congress do 
petition the King upon the present unhappy situation of 
affairs; which being agreed to, it was ordered that Dr. 
ZytUy do prepare and bring in the same, .".!-'" 

Ajnpt|on wasjnacle. and.se'c'onded, that a Letter be forth- 
with wrote to the President .of the Continental Congress, 
giving him an account of the proceedings of this Congress ; 

-'''whjc£jjgjig~agreeJtoV|t'-was. ordered that Dr. Zubly, John 
Smtli, William^ Young, William Lc Con'te, and William 
Gibbons, Es quir es, be a Committee for that purpose. 
\John _Watton, Esquire, who was elected as well for 
JVrlghtsborough Township. as for the Town _ and District of 
Augusta, came in and took his seat for the former. 

, . Am otion w as m ade , and seconded, that an Address be 
presetted to his TScenency the Governour by this Con- 
gress"; which being; agreejfcto, it was^ordered that Dr. 

, Zu$ly, Easti IJowjrer, John Walton, Joseph Clay, and 
Edward, Telfair, be a_ Committee to draVup the" same. 

'"/t-^r'T-i ~-^X/jV i - - Saturday, July S, 1775. 

Je^Zt^^TIia^jhis Congress are of opinion that the 
Paper aelivWe"aHmojdns Congress an the" second day of 
its TfiSeting, ought not to have been entitled or dressed 



in the form of Resolves, but rather as recommendations,r 
or.in nature. of a Petition or Address to this Congress. 

Resolved, nevertheless, from the desire this Congress 
hath _to promote union and concord among ourselves, and 
as it does not appear that the said Paper was intended to 
Ije considered, as coming from a distinct or independent 
body, that therefore the matter contained in the same (be- 
ing such as is in the general agreeable to us) shall be duly 
considered and attended to. 

A motion was made and seconded, that a sum, not ex- 
ceeding Ten Thousand Pounds sterling, be provided to 
defray the necessary services of this Province in the pre- 
sent alarming and distracted state of affairs, which passed 
unanimously in the affirmative. .- - 

. A motion was then made and seconded, that the Con- 
gress resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to con- 
sider ways and means, for raising and sinking the said sum 
of Ten Thousand Pounds sterling; which being agreed to, 
the Congress resolved itself into a Co mmitte e a ccord ingly. 
The President having resumed the Chair, Mr. Clay % 
from the Committee of „th_e_ Whole CongressTTeported, that 
they had entered upon the "consideration of ways and 
means, had made 3ome progress therein, and desired leave 
tp sit again. 

The President reported to the Congress that he had, in 
obedience to the resolution of yesterday, nominated seven 
persons to be a Secret Committee. ~ " ~ . 

Doctor Zubly, who was ordered to prepare and bring 
in a Petition to His Majesty, reported that he had done so, 
and produced a Paper containing the same, which he de- 
livered in to the President; and the said Paper being read, 
and approved of, it Was Resolved that the President do 
sign the same. 

A motion was made and seconded, that a Committee of 
Intelligence be appointed ; which being ; agreed to^Tt was 

Ordered, That William Young, David Zubly, Ste- 
phen Drayton, Daniel Roberts, John Glen^ Ed wqxd Tel- 
fair, William Ewen, Joseph Clay, and George Walton, 
Esquires, be that Committee. . - ^> 

TBJliam Young, Esquire, of the Committee appointed 
to write a Letter to the President of the Continental Con- 
gress, reported, that they had done so, and delivered Ji 
Paper in_to the_Presfdent containing the same; which 
being read, and approved of, it was 

_ Resolved, That the President do sign the same, and 
that it be forthwith sent. __._.„_:. 

- ' .. : ' '■'.. ".."'..".: llHo53ay,'July^ror'l775. 

.The following Resolves were unanimously entered into: 

Whereas, by the unrelenting fury of a despotTck Mini|- 
try, with a view to enforce the most oppressive Acts of a 
venal and corrupted Parliament, an _army of mercenaries, 
under an unfeeling commander, has actually begum civil 
war in Americn: and whereas, the apparent iniquity and 
cruelty of these destructive measures have, hovyever, had 
this good effect, to unite men of all, ranks in the corn njojr 
cause: and whereas, to consult on jneanjof .safety, and 
Jp. method pfjib taining .redress, the good people of this 
'Prgvjn|*e of Georgia have thought proper to appoint a 
Provincial Congress, the Delegates met at the said Con- 
gress," now assembled from every partToT the Province, 
besides adopting the Resolutions.of the fate Continental 
Congress, find it prudent to enter into such pthef ResoTu- 
tions as may best express their own sense and the ^ense 
of their constituents, on the present unhappy situation of 
things, and therefore thought fit and necessary to resolve 
as follows, viz : - - . ._ _ j..- 

-Resolved, That we wore born free/hvye ajjjhe fgclinrs 
of men, and are entitled to all the natural rights of mankind. 

Resolved, That by bitth or incorporation we arc all Bri- 
tons, and whatever Britons may claim as their birthrights 
is also ours. ~* " _ i 

Rt&soTvejl,- That in the Brituh Empire, to which we 
belong, the Constitution is surreriour to every man or set 
of men ^whatever, and that it is a crime of the deepest 
dye, in any instance, to impair or take it away, or deprive 
the meanest subject of its benefits. _ 

Rejolved, That that part of the American Continent 
which vve inhabit was originally grantedTEy the Crown, 
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and the Charter from Charles the Second expressly makes 
its constitutional dependance on the Crown only. 

Resolved, That those who would now subject all Ame- 
rica, jjr this Province, to dependancy on the Crown and 
Parliament, are guilty of a very dangerous innovation, 
which in time will appear as injurious to the Crown as it 
is inconsistent with the liberty of the American subject. 
> Resolved, That by the law of nature, and the British 
Constitution, no man can legally be deprived of his pro- 
perty without his consent, given by himself or his repre- 
sentatives. 

Resolved, That the Acts of the British Parliament for 
raising a perpetual revenue on the Americans, by laying a 
tax on them without their consent, and contrary to their 
protestations, are diametrically opposite to every idea of 
property, to the spirit of the Constitution, and at one 
stroke deprive this vast Continent of all liberty and pro- 
perty, and as such, must be detested by every well-wisher 
4o Great Britain and America. 

,' Resolved, That the subsequent laws, made with a view 
4_o enforce tljgse Acts, viz : The Boston Port Bill ; the 
alteration of their Charter ; the Act to carry beyond sea 
for trial ; and (what refines upon every species of cruelty) 
the Fishery Bill ; are of such a complexion that we can 
say nothing about them for want of words to express our 
abhorrence and detestation. 

■Resolved, That the loyalty, patience, and prudence of 
the inhabitants of New-England, under their unparalleled 
pressures, having been construed into a timidity and a dread 
of Regular Troops, a civil war, in support of acts ex- 
tremely oppressive in themselves, hath actually been be- 
. gun, and that there is too much reason to believe., that 
plans have been in agitation big with every thing horrible 
to other Provinces ; plans as. rash, barbarous, and destruc- 
tive, as the cause which they were intended to serve. 

Resolved, That in these times of extreme danger, our 
Assembly not being permitted to sit, we must either have 
been a people without all thought or counsel, or have 
assembled as we now are in Provincial Congress, to con- 
sult upon measures which, under. God, may prove the 
means of a perpetual union with the Mother Country, and 
tend to the honour, freedom, and safety of both. 

Resolved, That the Province bears all true allegiance 
to bVjr Town rightful Sovereign King George the Third, and 
always will, and ought to bear it, agreeaBle to the Consti- 
tution of Great Britain, by virtue of which only the King 
is now~0ur Sovereign, and which equally binds Majesty 
and Subjects. - 

Resolved, That we are truly, sensible how much our 
safety and happiness depend on a constitutional connection 
with Great Britain; and that nothing but the being de- 
pTivea of the privileges and natural rights of Britons could 
ever make the thought of a separation otherwise than in- 
tolerable. __ ..._.. 
.: . Resolved, That in case His Majesty, or his successors, 
shall, at any time hereafter, make any requisition, to the 
good people of this Province, by his representative, it will 
be. just and right that such sums should be granted as the 
nature of the service may require, and the ability and situ- 
ation or this "Province will admjt.of. ^^ ' 

Resolved, That this Province join with all the Provinces" 
in America, now met by Delegate's in Continental Con- 
gress, "and that John Houstowi and Archibald Bullock, 
Esquires, the Rev. Dr. Zubly, Lyman Hall, and Noble 
Wimberly Jones, Esquires, be the Delegates from this 
Province, and that any three constitute a quorum for that 
purpose. ""~ *""'" """'"'■*:' 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed, whose duty 
it shairte to see that the Resolutions of the Continental 
arid Provincial. Congresses be duly observed, and that 
every person "who shall act in opposition. thereto, have Tiis 
name transmitted to the Continental Congress, and his mis- 
deeds be published in every American paper. 

Resolved, That with all sd&h persons, except the indis- 
pensable duties that we owe all mankind, (badTnen and 
enemies are not excepted!) we will have no dealings nor 
connection ; and we extend this our Resolution also to all 
such . persons or corporations in Great Britain who have 
shown themselves enemi es to America. 
t Resolved, That we will dp what in ifs lies to preserve 
and promote The peace and good order of this Province ; 



and should any person become an innocent sufferer on 
account of these grievances, we will do whatever we justly 
may for his relief and assistance. 

Resolved, That in such calamitous times as the present 
every possible indulgence ought to be given to honest 
debtors ; that it would be ungenerous, unless there appear 
intention of fraud, in any gentleman of the law to sue with- 
out previous notice ; and any person so sued may apply 
to the Committee, and should it appear to them that the 
creditor is in no danger of losing his money, or can be 
properly secured, they shall interpose their friendly offices 
to persuade him to drop the prosecution ; and every prose- 
cutor that shall appear to take advantage of the confusion 
of the times to distress his debtor, ought to be publickly 
pointed out and held in abhorrence. 

Resolved, That notwithstanding, in a late bill for restrain- 
ing the .trade, of several Provinces in America, this Prov- 
ince is excepted, we declare that we look upon this excep- 
tion rather as an insult than a favour; as being meant to 
break the. union of the Provinces, and as being grounded 
on the supposition that the inhabitants of such excepted . 
Province can be base enough to turn the oppression of 
America into a mean advantage. 

■ - : ; ' ---- --: , : .:"_.- ." Tuesday; lu]fH~J]757 

John Houstoun and Nolle Wimberly Jones, Esquires, 
appointed to request the consent of Doctor Zublfs con- 
gregation for their permission for him to go to Philadel- 
phia, reported, that they had done so, and that the said 
congregation had voted that they were willing to spare 
their Minister for a time for the good of the common cause. 
Doctor Zubly then declared that he was willing to go, and 
thanked the CongTess for so signal a mark oTTionour and 
confidence. " ..:----.-■■ -r- .■■--'■--- l~ -»--- 

Mr.-Clay, from the Committee; appointed to draw up an 
Address to his Excellency the Governour, From this Con- 
gress, reported, that they had done so, and delivered it in 
to the President; which, was ordered to bjejread, arid .is. as 
follows, viz: '" .--. --."-^■■-~.--~^.---^"-. ?---.—--■ 

To His Excellency Sir James Wright, Baronet, Cap- 
tain-General and Goyernour-in- Chief in and over His 
- Majesty's Province of Geq.rg.ia, Chancellor and Vice- 
Admiral of the same J .■_.'..._': ':-."_-: ".:; .--~.=: :~~ii~~-^- W- -_.'"- 
May it phase, your Excellency : • '" -- 

We, his Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Dele- 
gates of this Province, in Provincial Congress met, beg 
leave ID address your Excellency. 

In these very critical and alarming times the good people 
of this Pi ov ince find themselves under an absolute neces- 
sity to take_some measures for the security and pieserva- 
tion of their liberties, and every thing that is near and 
dear to them ; and they have accordingly c! osen a large 
number of persons to meet together at Savannah, to con- 
sult on the "means to obtain redress under our many and 
very heavy grievances. These being accordingly met, (to 
be distinguished from the usual representation^) have sty fed 
themselves a Provincial Congress ; and from the number 
and character of the names, which your Excellency may 
see in our last Gazette, your Excellency will be. convinced 
the Province was Trover more fully represented in any As- 
sembly; though possibly this measure never would liayel. 
taken place, had we not, from SExeraOuccessTre proroga-~ 
tfons or adjournments, but too much reason to fear your 
Excellency had received very "strong r instructions" noT to 
suffer the Assemblyto etfLer jnlol any measures to secure 
the rights of America, or even to petition jor relief, unless 
in terms whjch wou]"d have been giving up the rights, and 
fixing lasting disgrace on the petitioners. 

Although there is np doubt but a great majority of the 
inhabitants of this Province" always looked upon the claim 
of Parliament Jo take away the property lif Americans as 
illegal and oppressive, yet, from a variety of causH, not 
unknown to your .ExceJ]e.ncyJ""this Province, in the Ame- ' 
rican chain, lias, hitherto been tEe deTauTting luYk; ~We' 
hav§ na'W : joined with the other Provinces in the Conti- 
nental Congress, and have^ent a Petition to His Majesty, 
appointed Delegates to the; American Congress, and enter- 
feel into such Resolutions, which we mean inviolably to ad- 
here tp, "as wifl cpTrvince the Tnenjis. and foes of A m erica 
that we wdtild not live; unworthy oT"the name of Britons, 
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or la bour under the suspicion of being unconcerned for the 
rights and freedom of America. 

Extracts of some letters which are inserted in Parlia- 
mentary proceedings, widely differ from what must appear 
to_every unprejudiced person the real state of this Prov- 
ince. We are not acquainted with an individual in Geor- 
gia ''that looks upon the claims of Parliament as just ; and 

- all men speak with abhorrence of the measures made use 
of "to, enforce them. Our fellow-subjects who formerly 
entered a dissent, which we find was transmitted to the 
Minister injerms that bespeak the great pleasure it gave 
the transmitter, now generally say, they never differed 
with America as to the reality of grievances, but only in 
the mode of obtaining redress. - - - 

Though candour may allow these mutilated extracts, laid 
before Parliament, were probably rather designed by the 
Minister to screen himself, and justify his own measures, 
than to give a just and true account of what information 
he might have received, yet we cannot help observing the 
general purport of these letters seem to have a much 
greater regard to the designs of the Minister, than to give 
- &q impartial account of the real state of things. Other 
Provinces, n0 doubt, if they find themselves mentioned in 

«iy'part of them, will view them in what light they, may 
ink fit; but as to any prejudicial informations they may 
contain against many persons in this Province, while it is 
nottb3JLexpected they willgive up their feelings as pri- 
vate men,'yolir Excellency may be assured we shall always 
pay due respect to His Majesty's representative, and 
shall with great pleasure acknowledge every service your 

- Excellency may hereafter render to. Great Britain and 
America, whose interest we know, and whose connection 

^-JS§l?-iS-^ ) J..ISL^£-?lJn se P ai ' a bIg. 

Your Excellency may be assured these.are. objects which 

we have greatly at heart, and shall ever do what in us lies 

towards .a reconciliation _ with: our Parent State: on constitu- 

_; tjonaj principles, as well as endeavour: to preserve the 

peacejnd good order_£)f this Province. 

Tlcsolyed, That the foregoing Address be signed by the 
President, and be presented to his Excellency the Goyern- 
6ar]1ftTd that Stephen Drayton, Edward Telfair, William 
Le Conte, John Walton, George Iloitstoun, and Philip 
Hot, be a Committee to present the same. 

Wrdnc*hy, July 12, 177. J >. 

The Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whoje, to take into consdeiation ways~and means Jo l.iise 
and sink Ten Thousand Pounds sterling; and, after some * 
time spent therein, the President resumed lhe_Chair. 

Resolved, That the Congress being a full rfpTeseiitation 
of the wfiolc Piovjnce, the members of the same, their 
_cbjisUtucnls > and dH otheis resident or holding pioperty 
within the same, aie bound to contribute, by an equal and 
general tax, towards the sinking the Ten Thousandf Pounds 
sterling. 

t Resolved, That the Congress while silting, and the 

Council of Safety in its recess, have power to issue Cer- 

tificaj,es,fipinjime jo time, as oc.c<jsion.sball require, to the 

amount ofTTen Thousand Pounds sterling, and that all such 

""Certificates. sbalTbe signedTjy the Treasurers, and at least 

Js'three oFtbe Members of the Council of Safety. 

^'Resolved, That any person wjio shall not. receive any 

stfch Certificate in payment will be guilty of a breach .of 

the publick faith, and ought to be considered aj arrenevriy 

" tothe Province, and tre^ated accordingly. 

I'MesoTveJ, That the said Certificate be sunk m three 

years after a reconciliation shall take place between Great 

Britain anjf the :CSIonjes. ...._..._ - ■■■";■■■-- 



• Thursday, July 13, 1775. 

Resolved, That this Congress do approve of, and adopt 
the .Association entered into at Saraymah, on the fifth day 
of June, last past, viz: 
Jl.sspciatio^ynammously entered into by the Provincial 

jCongress, at Savannah, in Geoiigia, on Thcksday, 
A the thirteenth of July, 1775. 

. ;"" ~" J3EORCIA. 

.'"'Being " ,! pei^rjad*ed~tria"t the salvation of the rights and 
liberties ot_.Sm§fica_ depend, under God, on the firm anion 



of the inhabitants in its vigorous prosecution of the mea- 
sures necessary for its safety; and convinced of the neces- 
sity of preventing the anarchy and confusion which attend 
the dissolution of the powers of Government, we, the free- 
men, freeholders, and inhabitants of the. Province 6T Geor- 
gia, being greatly alarmed at the avowed design of the 
Ministry to raise a revenue in America, and shocked by the 
bloody scene now acting in the Massachusetts-Bay, do, in 
the most solemn manner, resolve never to become slaves; 
and do associate, under ail the ties of religion, honour, and 
love to our Country, to adopt, and endeavour to carry into 
execution, whatever may be recommended by the Conti- 
nental Congress, or resolved upon by our Provincial Con- 
vention, appointed for the purpose of preserving "opt 
Constitution, and opposing the execution of the several 
arbitrary and oppressive Acts of the British Parliament, 
until a reconciliation between Great Britain and America, 
on constitutional principles, which we most ardently desire, 
can be obtained ; and that we will in all things follow the 
advice of our General Committee, appointed respecting the 
purposes aforesaid, the preservation of peace and good 
order, and the safety of individuals and private property. 

Resolved, ThaL John Smith, Basil Cowper, George 
Iloustoun, Joseph Clay, William Young, Philip Box, 
Seth John Cuthbert, William O' Bryan, George Walton, 
William Le Conte, William Gibbons, Samuel Elbert, Ed- 
ward_ Telfair, and Oliver Bowen,he a Committee to pre- 
sent the Association to all the_ inhabitants of the Town and 
District of Savannah, to be signed ; in doing which, expe- 
dition is particularly recommended, and an account of all 
who decline signing shall be returned to the General. Com- 
mittee. _ ■■---..---=„. ..-.. ... ------ — 

'.-'...- -.".", Friday, July 14/ 1775; "" 
A motion was made and seconded, that a Committee be 
appointed, to report their opinion who shall be qualified to 
vote for Delegates to sit in future Congresses, and the most 
equal method of .representation ; and the same being agreed 
to, a Committee was appointed accordi ngly . 

Committee : Stephen Drayton, JohnUlen, ancl Joseph 
Clay, Esquires. ■■■--> -■;-■■ '::.-•':.--'- 

Resolved, That in every case where a summons "shall be 
applied for, the Magistrate to whom such application shall 
be made, do in the first place, and before the issuing of 
such summons, give notice thereof, either by personaHnfor- 
mation, message, or letter, to the party defendant, and also 
use his best endeavour to 'compromise "aii'd settle tlie matter, 
and, unless the defendant has discoYejed^cLrcunjsiances of 
fraud .or delay, and is ready and willing to give security for 
the debt, and shall actually offer to do so, payable In a rea-: 
sonable time, no such.suinmoTis'onglit to be iisued. And 
in case a warrant in a civil case shall lbe_ applied for, the 
same ought not to be granted, unless_ there appears to the 
satisfaction of the. Magistrate, that there. are good and suffi- 
cient grounds, besides the plaintiff's oath, to apprehend the 
defendant means to abscond ; but the same m__ejhod ought 
to be observed as is Tffc6mnJende3 respecting summonses, " 

Mr. Drayton, from the Cqrnirjlttee "appointed to report 

.thei r opinion who, shall be qualified to vote Tor Delegates 
to sit in future Congresses, &c, reported, as' the opinion of 
that Committee, that every man contributing towards the 
general tax shall be qualified to" vo te" fo r .Delegates to sit 
in future Congresses, and lhat the following proportion 
will be the most equal representation, viz: the Town ancl 
District of Savannah shall have seventeen members [ Dis- 
trict of TAtth Ogichcc, threes Vernonburgh , two ; Acton, 
two; Sea Inlands, three; Goshcn_din&_Al>eicoin, two; Pa- 
rish of St. Matthew, seven ; St. George, nine ; Si. Paul, 
nine; St. Philip, seven; St. John, twelve ; St. Andicw, 
nine; 5V. David, three; St. Patntl;, two; St. TVtomas, 
two: St. Mary, two: St. James, two ; Ced ed. Lands, 
three: and th.it the President andjjn'rty-four meinbeis do 
constitute a Congress to proceed upon business. 

Resolved, That the foregoing Report be approved of, 
and that Delegates be elected by~the pctsons, and in the 
proportion therein mentioned.; , «. _ 

Resolved, That the following form of Delegation be re- 
commended to the inhabitants of the several Paiish es. and 
District* throughout the Provinces, to present clashing and 
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unequal powers being given by different Parishes and Dis- 
tricts, viz : 

GEORGIA. 

The^ affairs of the Continent of America being now 
brought to a truly alarming and critical situation, and there 



have power to superintend, direct, and advise all the Pa- 
rochial or District Committees, and, in case of difficulty, to 
inform them of their duty. And any person who shall 



apprehend himself aggrieved by the decision of any of the 
Parochial or District Committees, may appeal to the said 

being no other method left but that the whole body of the General Committee, who shall hear his case, and do justice 

people unite as one, in opposing such acts as tend utterly J 

to destroy the liberty, property, and birthright of America; 

and it having been thought necessary and convenient, in 

order to consult on proper ways and means for our mutual 

security, to assemble and convene the people in each 

Colony and Province, by their representatives, into one 

body or Council, styled a Provincial Congress, who shall 

act in all cases whatsoever for the good of the common 

cause. Now, therefore, be it known, that we, the inhabi- 
tants of Parish, (or District,) being met together in 

order to choose such men as are capable of the important 

trust, do choose A, B, C, D, Sic, being the number de- 
termined on in the Provincial Congress, held at Savannah, 

4th July, 1775, to represent us in the Provincial Congress 

to be held at said Town of Savannah on the fourth De- 
cember next. And we do require you, the said A, B, &ic, 

to do, transact, join, and concur with the other Delegates 

of this Province, so sitting as above recited, in all things as 

shall appear eligible and fit at this alarming time, for the 

preservation and defence of our rights and liberties; and 

we further empower you to choose other Delegates, if in 

your wisdom you think proper, or if any requisition in that 

case should be made by the Grand ContinentalCongress, 

in order to join or succeed the Delegates in that Congress, 

now chosen by the people of this Province. .And we do 

bind ourselves solemnly, under the sacred ties of religion, 

virtue, honour, and love of our Country, to abide by, en- 
force, and carry into execution, or endeavour so to do, at 

the risk and peril of our lives and fortunes, whatsoever you, 

with the other Delegates, shall resolve and agree upon to 

be necessary for the well-doing and preservation of the vio- 
lated rights of this Province, and the Continent in general. 
Signed by us this . . . day of , 1775. 



Saturday, July 15, 1775. 

A motion was made and seconded, that a Committee be 
appointed to report their opinion with respect to the^ better 
governing the Militia of this Province; which being agreed 
to, a Committee was appointed accordingly, to wit: Ste- 
phen Drayton, Samuel Elbert, Dr. Broumson, and Peter 
Tarlin. 

A motion was made and seconded, that a Committee be 
appointed to communicate to the inhabitants of this Pro- 
vince, an account of the disputes subsisting between Great 
Britain and the Colonies, and also the proceedings of this 
Congress ; and the same being agreed to, it was 

Ordered, That the Rev. Dr. Zubly, Noble Wimberly 
Jones, William Young, and George Walton, be a Com- 
mittee for that purpose. 

Resolved, That the Congress shall expire on the twen- 
tieth day of August next; that a new election be made at 
such times between the said twentieth day of August and 
first of September, as the inhabitants of the several Parishes 
and Districts (except the Town and District of Savannah) 
shall think fit, respectively, and that the members so elected, 
with those who shall afterwards be chosen for the Town and 
District of Savannali, do meet in General Congress at Savan- 
nah, on the fourth day of December next, or sooner, if the 
Council of Safety shall think it expedient to summon them. 

Resolved, That the Members of this Congress use every 
endeavour to give as publick notice of elections as possible ; 
and that each Parish and District shall, at the time of such 
elections, likewise choose a sufficient number as a Parochial 
or District Committee, to enforce the different Resolves of 
the Continental and Provincial Congresses. 

Resolved, That the inhabitants of the Town and District 
of Savannali do meet at Savannah on Friday, the fifteenth 
day of September next, to choose seventeen Delegates to 
represent them in Provincial Congress. 

Resolved, That the several Delegates for the Town and 
District oT Savannah, or a majority of them, together with 
all other Delegates who shall happen to be in Town, shall 
be a General Committee for the Province ; that they shall 
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according to the spirit and intention of this Congress. And 
in case such appellant shall still be dissatisfied, he may lay 
his case before the next Congress, provided there be no 
delay occasioned by any such appeal, but the sentence of 
each Committee shall take effect immediately after being 
pronounced. 

Monday, July 17, 1775. 

Resolved, That the Reverend Mr. Iladdon Smith, by 
twice refusing to comply with the request of this Congress, 
and to join on a day of Fasting and Prayer, appointed by 
the Continental Congress to be observed throughout all 
America, besides the day appointed by his Excellency the 
Governour, at the request of this Congress, has given too 
much reason to believe he does not wish that the happy 
event, mentioned in the American Proclamation, may take 
place, and that the said Mr. Haddon Smith has thereby 
incurred the censure of this Congress, and ought to be con- 
sidered as unfriendly to America. 

Resolved nemine contradicente, That the Delegates ap- 
pointed by this CongTess to go to Philadelphia, do apply 
to the Continental Congress to incorporate this Province 
with the other united Provinces of North America, and that 
they pledge the faith of us and our constituents, to contrr- 
bute an adequate part of the expenses which have or may 
accrue, in the defence of the violated rights of America. 

Resolved, That the Council of Safety have full power, 
upon every emergency, during the recess of Congress, to 
give such information and propose such measures, by way 
of advice to our Continental Delegates, as the circumstances 
of the case may require, and they shall think conducive to 
the publick good. 

Resolved, That it be strongly recommended to the friends 
of America in this Province, that they use their utmost 
endeavours to preserve peace and good order, and to culti- 
vate harmony with one anotrrer,Tind always to avoid national 
reflections, which can only tend to produce divisions and 
jealousies among the inhabitants. 

Resolved, That this Congress do adjourn to the nine- 
teenth day of August next, and that the^General Commit- 
tee have power to call it to sit at Savannah sooner, if they, 
upon any emergency, shall deem it expedient for the good 
of the Province. By order of the Congress. 

A true copy from the Minutes : 

George Walton, Secretary. 



Savannah, July 25, 1775. 

To the Inhabitants of the Province of Georgia: 

Fellow-Countrymen ; We are directed to transmit to 
you an account of the present state of American affairs, 
as well as the proceedings of the late Provincial Congress. 
'It is with great sorrow we are to acquaint you, that 
what our fears suggested, but our reason thought impossible, 
is actually come to pass. A civil warln America is begun. 
Several engagements have already happened. The friends 
and foes of America have been equalfy disappointed. The 
friends of America were in hopes Br itish Troops could 
never be induced to slay their brethren. It is, however, 
done, and the circumstances are such as mSrbejm ever- 
lasting blot on their character forjiumanjty and generosity. 
An unfeeling commander has found means" to inspire his 
troops with the same evil spirit that possesseth himself. 
After the starving, helpless, innocem inhabitants of Boston 
delivered up their arms, and received his promise that they 
might leave that virtuous devoted Town, he is said to have 
broke his word, and the wretched inhabitants are still kept, 
to fall a prey to disease, famine, and confi nem ent. _Jf there 
are powers that abhor injustice and oppression, it may be 
hoped such perfidy cannot go long unpunished. But the 
enemies of America have been no Jesi, disappointed. No- 
thing so contemptible in their eyes like the rabble of an 
American Militia, nothing more improbable than that they 
would dare to look Regulars in the face, or stand a single 
fire. By this time they must have felt how much they 
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were mistaken. In every engagement the Americans ap- 
peared with a bravery worthy of men that fight for the 
liberties of their oppressed Country ; their success has been 
remarkable; the number of the slain and wounded on every 
occasion vastly exceeds theirs ; and the advantages they 
gained are the more honourable, because, with a patience 
that scarce has an example, they bore every act of injus- 
tice and insult till their lives were attacked, and then gave 
the fullest proof that the man of calmness and moderation 
in council, is usually also the most intrepid and courageous 
in battle. 

You will doubtless lament with us the hundreds that 
died in their Country's cause ; but does it not call for greater 
sorrow that thousands of British soldiers fought and found 
their deaths, when they were active to enslave their breth- 
ren and their Country ? 

However irritating all those proceedings, yet so unnatu- 
ral is this quarrel, that every good man must wish and pray 
that it may soon cease, that the injured rights of America 
may be vindicated by milder means, and that no more blood 
may be shed, unless it be of those who fomented, and mean 
to make an advantage of those unhappy divisions. 

From the proceedings of the Congress, a copy of which 
accompanies the present, you will be convinced that a re- 
conciliation, on honourable principles, is an object which 
your Delegates never lost sight of. We have sent an 
humble and manly Petition to His Majesty; addressed his 
representative, our Governour ; provided, as far as in our 
-power, for internal quiet and safety; and Delegates will soon 
attend the General Congress, to assist and co-operate in 
every measure that shall be thought necessary for the saving 
of America. 

His Excellency, at our request, having appointed the 
nineteenth instant as a day of humiliation, and news being 
afterwards received that the Continental Congress had re- 
commended the twentieth instant to be observed as such, 
both days have been observed with a becoming solemnity, 
and we humbly hope many earnest prayers have been pre- 
sented to the Father of Mercies on that day, through this 
extensive Continent, and that he has heard the cries of the 
destitute, and will not despise their prayers. 

You wijl ^permit us most earnestly to recommend to you 
a steady perseverance in the cause of liberty, and that 
you will use aTT possible caution not to say or do any thing 
unworthy of so glorious a cause ; tp promote frugality, 
peace, and good order ; and, in the practice of every social 
and religious duty, patiently to wait for the return of that 
happy day when we may sit quietly under our vine and 
fig-tree, and no rrian make us afraid. 

J. J. ZuBLY, 

N. W. Jones, 
George Walton. 
The following are copies of a Petition from the Inhabi- 
tants of Georgia, which was presented to the King on Fri- 
day, October twenty-eighth, by Governour Johnstone, and 
of Letters which accompanied it : 

; ' '''.""' Savannah, July 14, 1775. 

To George Johnstone, Esquire: : 

Sir 7, It Xsjyijh a singular pleasure I am desired to 
transmit the jccompanying papers to jou, sensible that in 
a cause 'Were the essential rights of so many millions are 
concerned, no endeavours on "your part will be wanting to 
give them their full effect. 

The rnany proofs which the people of this Province had 
of your magnanimity, justice, and disinterested integrity, 
in establishing the neighbouring Colony of West-Florida, 
have rendered your name respected throughout America; 
and your subsequent conduct has endeared you still further 
to every lover of mankind in the eastern and western world. 
These motives have determined the Congress in the appli- 
cation they now make. 

I am sensible if the same Councils prevail, the task of 
conveying such disagreeable truths to the Throne must 
prove very painful; but we believe there is no person who 
would undejrtake the office with less reluctance, or execute 
it with more^becoming duty and respect to His Majesty. 
I am, &c 

';-■." . Savannah, Georgia, July 14, 1775. 

Sir : When turbulent and wicked minds are employed 



tranquillity of the'subject; when, by their baneful influ- 
ence, life, property, and freedom, are inhumanly invaded, 
and the innocence and loyalty of thousands are unjustly 
questioned ; we, the inhabitants of Georgia, by a just 
delegation from the different Parishes, being now convened 
in Congress in this Town, have resolved to address His 
Majesty in a dutiful petition, setting forth our grievances, 
and the bad tendency of the many wicked and treacherous 
proceedings against this Continent, that have passed since 
the year 1763. 

Although we know the fate of all other petitions on this 
head, and cannot flatter ourselves that we should meet with 
one different ; yet, as the right of petitioning is the sub- 
ject's, we beg leave to enclose this our prayer and remon- 
strance lo you, hoping and trusting on the noble sentiments 
you entertain and support, in favour of us much injured 
Americans, that, countenanced by one of your great abili- 
ties, it may approach the Throne. 

We assure you, Sir, we are, and always were, firmly 
attached to His Majesty's family; nor can any thing shake 
our integrity. But when, by evil and wicked Ministers, 
our birthright as Englishmen shall be violated, that in- 
tegrity must urge us to hand down to our children a right 
so invaluable. 

We conceive our immediate dependance on the Crown 
can by no means hinder our doing that indispensable duty 
in joining with the rest of America against acts that tend, to 
enslave a people whose loyalty and faith were never even 
suspected, until the actions of the times wanted an excuse. 

We have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient and 
very humble servants, 

William Young, 
John Glen, 
David Zubly, Jun., 
Step. Drayton, 

A Committee of Intelligence. 
To George Johnstone, Esquire. 



Edw. Telfair, 
Daniel Roberts, 
William Irven, 



solely to raise commotions in the State, and disturb the their taxation 



To the King's Most Excellent Majesty: 
The humble Address and Representation of his loyal sub- 
jects, the Delegates of the Inhabitants of Georgia, now 
met in Provincial Congress: 

May it please .your M.AJESTYj_Thpugh we bring up 
the rear of American petitioners, and, from the fate of so 
many petitions presented to_ your Majesty from America, 
your great City of London, and others of your European 
subjects, have a most melancholy prospect, we still hope 
He, by whom Kings rule, and to whom Monarchs are ac- 
countable, will incline you to pay some regard to our most 
humble and faithful representation. 

In times like these, when the edge of present feeling is 
blunted by the expectation of calamities still greater, we 
must take the liberty to speak before we die. We would 
acquaint our Sovereign with things which greatly affect his 
interest; we would endeavour tp_awaken_ thefeeling and 

pky of our common father, ' 

Your Majesty is the rightful sovereign of the most im- 
portant empire in the universe. The blessings of Provi- 
dence on your arms has put a country in America under 
you of greater importance and extent than several king- 
doms in Europe. Jn this large extent of territory, by some 
late acts, Popery is not only tolerated, (which we conceive 
would have been but an act of justice,) but an indulgence 
has been granted, little short of "a full establishment, to a 
religion which is equally injurious to the rights of sover- 
eigns and of mankind. French and ajbjirafy laws have 
there, by authority, taken place of the just and mild Bri- 
tish Constitution ; and all this has been done with a pro- 
fessed and avowed design to .overawe your Majesty's ancient 
Protestant and loyal .subjects, some of wliomhad no small 
share in the merit of that conquest. Acts to raise a per- 
petual revenue on the Americans, without their consent, 
have been enacted, which at one stroke turn all your Ame- 
rican subjects into slaves, and deprive them of that right 
which the most oppressive task-master does_noLdeny to the 
servant bought with his money. Experience must now have 
shown, as it will clearer, should these acts le enforced, that 
instead of increasing the reverjiie, or lessening the Burden 
of your European subjects, they can only serve to increase 
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Laws which we conceive fraught with so much injustice, 
have been attempted to be enforced by equal cruelty; and 
whenever we thought ourselves at the height of our trou- 
bles, your Majesty's Ministers have stretched their unhappy 
ingenuity to find out new methods of distress ; and it is 
believed methods have been more than thought of, too 
shocking to human nature to be even named in the list of 
grievances suffered under a British King. 

The goodness of God hath made your Majesty the father 
of a very numerous issue, on whom we place the pleasing 
hopes of a Protestant succession ; but your Majesty's arms 
in America now every day make mothers childless, and 
children fatherless. The blood of your subjects has been 
shed with pleasure, rather than with pity. For an act 
which amounted to no more, even under the worst con- 
struction, than an irregular zeal for constitutional liberty, 
and without any step taken to find out the supposed guilty 
persons, the capital of your American Dominions has been 
blocked up, deprived of its trade, and its poor of subsist- 
ence. Thousands, confessedly innocent, have been starved, 
ruined, driven from, or kept like prisoners in their own 
habitations ; their cries and blood, innocently shed, have 
undoubtedly, and daily do reach His ears who hateth injus- 
tice and oppression. 

Believe us, great Sir, America is not divided : all men 
(Crown officers not excepted) speak of these acts and 
measures with disapprobation ; and if there has been some 
difference of opinion as to the mode of relief, the rigorous 
experiments which your Ministry thought fit to try on the 
Americans, have been the most effectual means to con- 
vince these of the iniquitous designs of your Ministry, and 
to unite them all as in a common cause. 

Your Majesty's Ministers, after introducing the demon 
of discord into your Empire, and driving America to the 
brink of despair, place all their dignity in measures obsti- 
nately pursued, because they were once wantonly taken. 
They hearkened to no information, but what represented 
Americans as rebels or cowards. Time will every day make 
it clearer how much they were infatuated and mistaken. 

Too long, we must lament, have these men imposed on 
your paternal affection. Deign now, most gracious Prince, 
in their room, to hearken to the cries of your loyal and 
affectionate subjects of this extensive Continent ; let the 
goodness of your own heart interpose between weak or 
wicked Ministers and millions of loyal and affectionate sub- 
jects ; no longer let the sword be stained with the blood of 
your own children ; recall your troops and fleets ; and if 
any misunderstanding remains, let the Americans be heard, 
and justice and equity take place ; let us be ruled accord- 
ing to the known principles of our excellent Constitution, 
and command the last shilling of our property, and the last 
drop of our blood in your service. 

Uncertain as to the event of this our humble representa- 
tion, it affords us a relief that we may, unrestrained, apply 
to the great and merciful Sovereign of the whole earth, 
who will not despise the prayer of the oppressed ; and to 
him we.most ardently pray, that the wicked being removed 
from before the King, the King's Throne may be establish- 
ed in righteousness. 

By order ofthe Congress at Savannah, this 14th day of 
July. Arch. Bullock, President. 



THE LAW OF LIBERTY : A SERMON ON AMERICAN AFFAIRS, 
PREACHED AT THE OPENING OF THE PROVINCIAL CON- 
GRESS OF GEORGIA, BY JOHN J. ZUBLY, D. D. 

James ii. 12. — So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged 
: by the law of liberty. 

There was a time when there was no King in Israel, 
and every man did what was good in his own eyes. The 
consequence was a civil war in the nation, issuing in the 
ruin of one of the tribes, and a considerable loss to all the 
rest. 

And there was a time when there was a King in Israel, 
and he also did what was right in his own eyes, a foolish 
son of a wise father ; his own imprudence, the rashness of 
his young counsellors, his unwillingness to redress the 
grievances of the nation, and the harsh treatment he gave 
to those who applied for relief, also brought on a civil war, 
and issued in the separation of the ten tribes from the house 
of David. He sent his treasurer to gather an odious duty 



or tribute, but the children of Israel stoned him that he died. 
And when he gathered one hundred and fourscore thousand 
men, that he might bring again the kingdom unto Rehoboam, 
God sent him a message, " Ye shall not go up, nor fight 
against your brethren ; return every man to his house, for 
this thing is done of me." God disapproved of the oppres- 
sive measures and ministry of Rehoboam, and that King's 
army appears more ready to obey the command of their 
God, than slay their brethren by orders of a tyrant. " They 
obeyed the voice of the Lord, and returned from going 
against Jeroboam." — 2 Chron. x. 18. xi. 4. 

The things that happened before are written for our 
learning. By comparing past times and proceedings with 
these that are present, prudence will point out many salu- 
tary and religious lessons. The conduct of Rehoboam veri- 
fies the lamentation of his father, "Woe to thee, O land, 
when thy king is a child." — Eccles. x. 16. A very small 
degree of justice and moderation might have preserved his 
kingdom, but he thought weapons of war better than wis- 
dom. He hearkened not, neither to the people, nor to some 
of his more faithful counsellors ; and the consequence was, 
that instead of enslaving the ten tribes who stood up for 
their liberty, God gave Judah to be servants to the King of 
Egypt, that they might learn the difference between his 
service and the service of the kingdoms of the nations. A 
people that claim no more than their natural rights, in so 
doing, do nothing displeasing unto Trod; and the most 
powerful monarch that would deprive his subject of the 
liberties of man, whatever may be his success, he must not 
expect the approbation of God, and in due time will be the 
abhorrence of all men. 

In a time of publick and general uneasiness, it behooves 
both superiours and inferiours to consider. It is easy to 
extinguish a spark ; it is folly to blow up discontent into a 
blaze. The beginning of strife is like the letting out of 
waters, and no man may know where it will end. There 
is a rule given to magistrates and subjects, which, if care- 
fully attended to, would secure the dignity arid safety of 
both, but which, if not duly regarded, is usually attended 
with the worst consequences. The present, my hearers, 
will easily be allowed, is a day of trouble, and surely^ in 
this, day of adversity we ought to consider. When a people 
think themselves oppressed and in danger, nothing can be 
more natural than that they should inquire into the real 
state of things, trace their grievances to their source, and 
endeavour to apply the remedies which are most likely to 
procure relief; this I take to be the design of the present 
meeting of persons deputed from every part of the country. 
And as they have thought proper to open and begin their 
deliberations with a solemn address aMo God, and the con- 
sideration of his holy word, I most cheerfully comply with 
their request to officiate on this occasion, and shall en- 
deavour, as I may be enabled, to point out such directions 
from the holy scriptures as may make us wise in the know- 
ledge of time, and direct us how to carry ourselves worthy 
of the character of good subjects and Christians. What- 
ever may be necessary for this purpose, I take to be com- 
prehended in the apostolical rule, which 1 have laid down 
as the subject of this discourse ; " So speak, and so do, as 
they that shall be judged by the law ofTiberty." 

There are two things which properly come before us, viz : 

First. That we are to be judged by the law of liberty; 
and ■ . ■ ^ 

Second. .The exhortation to act worthy, and under the 
influence of this important truth on every occasion. 

A law is a rule of behaviour, made under proper authority, 
and with penalties annexed suitable to deter the transgres- 
sions. As all laws suppose .man to be in a social state, so 
all laws ought to be made for the good oFman. A law 
that is not niade by such as have authority for so doing, is 
of no force; and if authority makes laws destructive in 
themselves, no authority can prevent things from finally 
taking their natural course; 

Wherever there is society there must also be law; it is 
impossible that society should subsist without it. The will, 
minds, tempers, dispositions, views, and interests of men 
are so very different, and sometimes so opposite, that withr 
out law, which cements and binds all, every thing would 
be in endless disorder and confusion. All laws usually 
wear the complexion of those by whom they were made ; 
but it cannot be denied that some bad men, from a sense 
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of necessity, have made good laws, and that some good 
men, from mistake or other weaknesses, have enacted laws 
bad in themselves, and pernicious in their consequences. 

All human laws partake of human imperfection. It is 
not so with the laws of God; he is perfect, and so are all 
his works and ways. "The law of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the soul. The testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple. The statutes of the Lord are 
right, rejoicing the heart. The commandment of the Lord 
is pure^ enlightening the eyes. All his judgments are truth, 
and righteousness altogether." — Psalm xix. 
„ .Among men every society and country has its own laws 
and form of government, which may be very different, arid 
cannot operate beyond their limits ; but those laws and that 
form_of government are undoubtedly best, which have the 
greatest tendency to make all those that live under them 
S6guire a M3~J)appy. As soon as we consider.man as formed 
into society, it is evident that the safety* of the whole must 
be the grancTlaw which must influence and direct every 
other. Men did not pass from a state of nature into a 
state of society, to render their situation more miserable 
and their rights more precarious. That government and 
tyranny is the hereditary right of some, and that slavery 
and oppression is the original doom of others, is a doctrine 
that would reflect dishonour upon God. It is treason 
against all mankind ;. it is indeed an enormous faith that 
millions w_ere_made for one. Transubstantiation is but a 
harmless absurdity, compared with the notion of a divine 
right to govern wrong, or of making laws which are con- 
trary to every idea of liberty, property, and justice. 

The law which the Apostle speaks of in our text, is not 
a law of man, but of Him who is the only lawgiver, that 
can save and condemn, to whom all owe obedience, and 
whose laws none can transgress with impunity. 

Though all the laws that God ever gave unto man are 
worthy of God, and tend to promote the happiness of those 
to whom they were given, yet we may observe a very 
striking variety in the different laws which he gave at diffe- 

r £ n J tj&esjyigUq jdifferent. P eo P' e - " He shewed his word 
unto Jacob, his statutes and his judgments unto Israel; he 
has not d ealt so with any other nation." Ps. cxlvii.18, 19. 
- To the generality of mankind he gave no written law, 
but jet left not him-elf without a witness among them; the 
wprds_of the law .were wtitten in their hearts, their con- 
■Scicnce.ajso hcanng witness, and their thoughts the mean 
while excusing or else accusing one another. It cannot be 
said they were without law, whilst what they were to do, 
and what they were to forbear, was written in their hearts. 
.. To JsraetGod^ came with a fiery law in his hands; it was 
given with the most awful solemnity upon Mount Sinai. 
And as the sum. and substance of all their ceremonial, po- 
litical and moral law centered in the ten commandments, 
so the sum., grid substance of these are comprehended in 
love to God and love to man, which, as our Lord himself 
informs us, contain all the law and. all the prophets. 
, All manifestations of the will of God have been gradual ; 
and it is probable the means of knowing God will be pro- 
gressive through different ages, till eternity gives the good 
man a full sight of God in his immediate presence. Du- 
ring the dispensation of the old testament and the ceremo- 
nial .law, a spirit of bondage obtained unto fear, the law 
was"a schoolrriaster to bring us unto Christ ; neither did the 
law make any thing perfect but the bringing in of a better 
hope. Grace and truth were brought to light by Jesus 
Christ; and hence the dispensation of the gospel under 
which we liye, is called the law of liberty. 

Though there is a manifest distinction between law and 
gospel, and sometimes these two things are even opposed 
tfcpng another, yet the doctrine of the gospel is also called 
•iThe law of faith," Rom. iii. 17.; partly because it was 
"sufl ,wjth_ the Jewish writers to call every doctrine a law, 
and partly also because the doctrine of the gospel presents 
us with a ru.lejjf. life, which all its professors are bound to 
obey ; hence they are said to be " not without law, but 
iinjejr tfje t jawjjf u grp/," 1 Cor. ix. 11.; and hence our 
apostle speaks oT a royal law, which, though we cannot 
obey in perfection, nor derive any merit from our imper- 
lect obedience^ we cannot neglect without danger, nor dis- 
obey without shewing our disregard to the doctrine of the 
gospel in general. 

■■■:*■"■ ."". . . * Salus populi suprema lex. 



It deserves very particular attention that the doctrine of 
the gospel is called a law of liberty. Liberty and law are 
perfectly consistent. Liberty does_ not consist in living 
without all restraint ; for were all men to live without re- 
straint, as they please, there would soon be no liberty at 
all. The strongest would be master, the weakest go to the 
wall ; right, justice, and property, must give way to power, 
and, instead of its being a blessing, a more unhappy situa- 
tion could not easily be devised unto mankind, than that 
every man should have it in his power to do what is right 
in his own eyes. Well regulated liberty of individuals is 
the natural offspring of laws, which prndentially regulate 
the rights of whole communities ; and as laws which take 
away the natural rights of men are unjust and oppressive, 
so all liberty which is not regulated by law is a delusive 
phantom, and unworthy of the glorious name. 

The gospel is called a law of liberty, because it bears a 
most friendly aspect to the liberty of man. It is a known 
rule, Evangelium non tollit politias, the gospel makes no 
alteration in the civil state; it by no means renders man's 
natural and social condition worse than it would be without 
the knowledge of the gospel. When the Jews boasted of 
their, freedom, and that they never were in bondage, our 
Lord does not reprove them for it, but only observes, that 
national freedom still admits of improvement: '-If the Son 
shall make you free, then are you free indeed." John viii. 
1 6. This leads me to observe that the ffospel is a law of 
liberty in a much higher sense. By whomsoever a man is 
overcome, of the same he is brought into bondage; but no 
external enemy can so completely tyrannize over a con- 
quered enemy, as sin does over all those who yield them.- 
selves its servants. Vicious liabits, when once they have 
gained the ascendant in the soul, bring man to that unhappy 
pass, that he knows better things and does worse. Sin, 
like a torrent, carries him away against knowledge and con- 
viction, while conscience fully convinced) him that he travels 
the road of death, and must expect, if he so continues, to 
take up his abode in hell ; though his decaying body clearly 
tells him sin breaks his constitution, as well as wastes his 
substance; though he feels the loss of credit and wealth, 
still sin has too strong a liokl of him to be forsaken; though 
he faintly resolves to break off, yet, till the grace of God 
brings salvation, when he would do good, evil is present 
with him. In short, instead of being under a law of liberty, 
he is under the law of sin a nd dea th ; but whenever he 
feels the happy influence of the grace of the gospel, then 
this "law of liberty makes him free ..from _.Uie_]aw.of sin 
and death," Rom. viii. 2. It furnisheth him not only with 
motives to resist, but with power also to subdue sin ; sin 
reigns no longer in his mortal body, because he is not under 
the law but under grace. By this law of liberty he is 
made free from sin, and has his fruit unto holiness, and the 
end of it eternal life. There is another reason why the 
gospel is called a law of liberty, which is to distinguish it 
from the ceremonial law under the Mosaick dispensation ; 
a yoke, of which an Apostle saith, neither they nor their 
fathers were able to bear. It was superadded on account 
of their transgressions, and suited to die character of a 
gross and stubborn nation, to whom it was originally given. 
They were so prone to idolatry, and so apt to forget their 
God, their notions were so gro?s and carnal, that a number 
of_external rites and ceremonies became necessary to put 
them. in. mind of him, and to attach them to some degree 
of his worship and service. This, however necessary, was 
a heavy burden; it bid them "touch not, taste not, handle 
not." It required of them expensive sacrifices, and a costly 
and painful service. It was attended with the most f earful 
threatenings. If any man brake 'Moses' law;, he died under 
two or three witnesses ; and the very spirit they then re- 
ceived, was a spirit of bondage unto fear; whereas the 
gospel dispensation breatheth a "spirit of confidence, and 
under the law of liberty we call upon God, as Abba, Fa- 
ther. By this law of liberty the professors of the gospel 

will be judged. . _. 

Every man is a rational, and therefore accountable, crea- 
ture. As a creature he must needs depend on his Creator; 
and as a rational creature he must certainly be accountable 
for all his actions. Nothing is more evident than that man 
is not of himself; and if once we admit that he holds his 
existence, his faculties and favours from God that made 
him, it becomes a very obvious conclusion that his Maker 
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must have had some view in giving him existence, and more 
understanding than to the beasts of the field, neither can it 
be a matter of indifference to him whether man acts agree- 
ably or contrary to his designs. The Creator of the natural 
world is also its moral ruler ; and if he is now the proprie- 
tor and ruler of intelligent beings, at some time or other he 
must also be their judge. 

If God had not made his will known unto man, there 
could have been neither transgression nor judgment. If it 
should be said that God has not manifested himself alike 
unto all men, and that some have much smaller opportuni- 
ties to know his will and their duty than others, it is enough 
to observe, that no man will be judged by a rule of which 
it was impossible he should have any knowledge. Every 
workVnd every man will be brought into judgment, and the 
judgment of God will never be otherwise than according to 
truth ; but those that never had the law of liberty will not 
be judged by that law ; and those that havel>een favoured 
with the revelation of the gospel, will be more inexcusable 
than any others if they neglect the day of their visitation. 
" As many as have sinned without law, shall also perish 
without law; and as many as have sinned in the law, shall 
be judged by the law." Rom. ii. 12. Ail men are under 
some law ; they feel, they are conscious, that they are so ; 
the thoughts which already excuse or condemn one ano- 
ther, are an anticipation of a final and decisive judgment, 
when every man's reward will be according to his works. 

That all those who heard and professed to believe the 
gospel will be finally judged by that, we have the fullest 
assurance. God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus 
Christ, according to his gospel. " The word that 1 have 
spoken," saith Christ, " the same will judge them that heard 
it on the last day." John xii. 48. It greatly interests us 
clearly to know what is the import and consequence of 
being judged by the gospel as a law of liberty, and it con- 
tains the following things : 

The general character, all the thoughts, words, and ac- 
tions, together with the general conduct of all those who 
professed the gospel, will be brought to the test, and tried 
by this rule. Man's own opinion of himself, the good 
opinion of others, will here stand him in no stead ; his 
character will not be determined by his external appear- 
ance, but by his inward reality. " Man looketh on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart." 
1 Sam. xvii. 7. The self-righteous pharisee will be re- 
jected, notwithstanding his fair appearance and boasting ; 
the penitent publican will be received, though he has no- 
thing to plead, but Lord have mercy on me a sinner. The 
law is spiritual, and no law more so than the law of the 
gospel ; it requires not merely an external obedience, but 
an internal conformity to the will of God; it demands 
truth in the inward part; it looks not only to the actions 
that are done, but to the principle from which they flow; 
We must judge of man's inward disposition by his visible 
action ; but^ God judges of the actions of men according to 
their invisible spring; thoughts are out of the reach of 
human cognizance, but they are the first object of divine 
notice : there is not a word that drops from our tongue but 
what our judge hears ; whatever we do, or whatever we 
neglect, is all under his immediate eye; and he not only 
attends to our general character, but also to every thought, 
Word, or action, and the prevailing complexion of all these 
taken together form our true and real character. 

In the judgment, according to this Jaw, our character, 
words, thoughts, and actions will be brought to the test of 
this rule ; our conduct will be compared with these precepts; 
this is the balance of the sanctuary in which the professors 
of the gospel shall be weighed, and as they shall be found 
approved or deficient, their case must be determined. 
Those whosetemper and actions shall be found conform- 
able to the la w of liberty, will be acquitted, graciously ac- 
cepted, and made ever happy ; and those who turned the 
grace of God into.wantonness, and made the liberty of the 
gospel a cloak for their sins, will be finally rejected. The 
gospel informs us, that a day is already appointed for that 
purpose ; it acquaints us with the person of our judge, and 
every circumstance, as well as the rule, according to which 
he will proceed in judgment. Perhaps on that day, when 
all nations shall appear before the judge, and. he will divide 
them as a shepherd divideth the sheep from the goats, dis- 
tinct places will also be allotted to those who are to be 



judged by natural conscience and the law of nature, and 
those who have been favoured with a divine revelation, 
and especially with the light of the gospel : the people of 
Nineveh will arise against empty professors of the gospel, 
and will condemn them. Those who have been exalted 
above others in means and privileges, will sit proportionably 
lower than those who have made a better improvement of 
lesser means ; and, notwithstanding the fondest hope and 
finest profession, it is a determined rule of the law of liber- 
ty, that " except our righteousness shall exceed that of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, we shall in no case enter into the 
kingdom of heaven." - 

It deserves our peculiar attention, that the Apostle con- 
siders the gospel as a law of liberty, at the same time when 
he sets it before us as the rule by which we are to be judged. 
We are not to imagine because the gospel is a law of li- 
berty, therefore men will not be judged ; on the contrary, 
judgment will be the more severe against all who have 
heard and professed the gospel, and yet walked contrary 
to its precepts and doctrine. As the transgression of a law 
of liberty must be more inexcusable than the transgression 
of a law unjust or oppressive in itself, or even the ceremo- 
nial law, which was given only for a certain period, and to 
answer temporary purposes, so their judgment and doom 
must be proportionably heavier, who have sinned against 
love and liberty, as well as against power and justice. 

According to this law the fate of men will not only be 
determined, but sentence will also be put into execution. 
God sitteth on the throne of judgment every day, and 
judgeth righteously ; but he hath moreover appointed a 
particular day when he will manifest his power and justice 
before the whole creation ; when the dead, both small and 
great, will stand before God; wTien those that acted agree- 
able to the law of liberty, will attain the fulness of glory of 
the freedom of the sons of God, and when he will also take 
vengeance on all that have not known God, and have not 
obeyed his holy gospel. This naturally leads to the second 
thing proposed, to take a nearer view of the importance of 
the exhortation, " So speak, and so do, as they that shall 
be judged by the law of liberty." 

It seems as though the Apostle had an eye to some par- 
ticular branch of the law of liberty, i. e. the love which 
we owe unto our neighbour, and that his design is to 
obviate the mistake as though men might be considered as 
fulfilling the law of Christ, in paying respect to some of 
its commands and prohibiiions,~at the same time that they 
were entirely regardless of the rest. lie assures them, that 
" whosoever shall keep the whole law, but shall transgress 
in one point" (e.g. having respect of persons) "Is guilty of 
all." On this principle the Apostle builds the general ex- 
hortation, " So speak, and so do, as they that shall be judged 
by the law of liberty. 57 ^ This implies, 

1. Be thoroughly convinced of the certainty of a judg- 
ment to come, and that it extends to you, to all your 
thoughts, words, and actioas. There is_not any truth of 
greater moment, nor perhaps more easily forgotten. The 
belief or unbelief of this important cloctrine must have 
the most sensible effects. All the Apostles frequently put 
their hearers in mind of a judgment to come ; and there is 
not any truth more necessary to be frequently inculcated 
and daily thought on ; and wherever this truth is really be- 
lieved and felt, it will have a constant and, natural influence 
on the behaviour of those who truly: believe it. 

2. See to it that in judgment you may stand. All men 
will be brought into judgment, but few will be able to stand; 
none will be excused, or be able to withdraw, and only 
those who. have acted worthily will meet with the divine 
acceptance. The difference will be amazing and beyond, 
all conception : an eternity of happiness, which eye has 
not seen, ear has not heard, and which never entered into 
the heart of any man, lies on the one side; and despair, 
misery, and torment on the other. Those that are able to 
stand, will meet with the smiles and approbation of their 
judge ; and to all the rest the King will say, " These mine 
enemies that would not have me. to bear, rule oyer .them, 
bring them here, and slay them before mine eyes," Those 
that believe and are convinced of this, awful alternative, 
should certainly make it their care that they may be able 
to stand in judgment ; neither should the persuasion of this 
only influence their conduct in general, but these words 
ought to be considered as a rule, which we ought to have 
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constantly before our eyes in all our discourses and every 
undertaking; we should ever "so speak, and so act, as 
they that shall be judged by the law of liberty." 

I shall draw a few inferences, before I conclude with a 
more particular address to the worthy gentlemen at whose 
request I preach on this occasion. 

I . The gospel is a law of liberty. 

A late writer* asserts, " every religion countenances des- 
potism, but none so much as the Christian." This is a 
very heavy charge against religion in general, but bears 
hardest on the Christian. Whether it proceeds from malice, 
ignorance ,~6TT™sapprehension, it is needless to determine : 
but if Christianity be a law of liberty, it must be obvious 
how ill-grounded is such a charge against it. It cannot be 
denied but some Christian writers have wrote against the 
rights of mankind. All those who stand up for unlimited 
passive obedience and non-resistance, may have given but 
too much cause for such surmises and suspicions; but the 
truth is, that both those which make this charge, and those 
who gave occasion for it, were alike ignorant of the spirit 
and temper of Christianity; and it may well be doubled 
whether the venders of such odious doctrines, who foisted 
tenets, so abominable and injurious to mankind, into the 
system of Christian religion, have not done that holy reli- 
gion greater hurt, under the pretence of friendship and 
defence, than its most barefaced enemies by all their most 
violent attacks. Some Christian divines have taught the 
errormons faith, that millions were made for one ; they have 
ascribed a divine right to Kings to govern wrong : but what 
then ? Are such abominable doctrines any part of Chris- 
tianity, because these men say so ? Does the gospel cease 
to be a law of liberty, because some of its professors pervert 
it into an engine or tyranny, oppression, and injustice ? 

The assertion, that all religion countenances despotism, 
and Christianity more than any other, is diametrically op- 
posite to fact. Survey the globe, and you will find that 
liberty has taken its seat only in Christendom, and that the 
highest degree of freedom is pleaded for and enjoyed by 
such as make profession of the gospel. 

There are but two religions which are concerned in this 
charge ; the Jewish and the Christian. Natural religion, 
writers of this kind, 1 suppose, would not include in their 
charge; if they do, they set all religion at variance with 
the rights of mankind, contrary to the sense of all nations, 
who. are generally agreed, that, abstractly of a world to 
come, religion is of real service and necessity to mankind, 
for tfiejr better government and order. 

As to the Jewish religion, it seems really strange that 
any should charge it with favouring despotism, when by 
one of its express rites, at certain times, it proclaimed 
"Liberty throughout the land, to the inhabitants thereof." 
Levit. xxv, 10. It required their Kings " not to be lifted 
up in their hearts above their brethren." Deut. xvii. 20. 
And the whole system of that religion is so replete with 
laws against injustice and oppression, it pays such an 
extraordinary regard to property, and gives such a strict 
charge to rule in justice and the fear of God, and to con- 
sider, thojg over whom they judge as their brethren, even 
when dispensing punishments, and forbids all excess in 
them, that it is really surprising any one acquainted with 
jts precepts should declare it favorable to despotism or 
oppression.*" -■-■--■ 

The Christian religion, while it commands due respect 
and obedience to superiors, no where requires a blind and 
unlimited obedience on the part of the subjects ; nor does 
it vest any absolute and arbitrary power in the rulers. It 
is an institution for the benefit, and not for the distress of 
mankind. It preacheth not only "glory to God on high," 
but also " peace on earth, and good will among men." 

The gospel gives no higher authority to magistrates than 
to be " the ministers, of Go d, for the good of the subject." 
Rom. xiii, From whence it must surely follow, that their 
power is to edify, and not to destroy: when they abuse 
their authority, to distress and destroy their subjects, they 
deserve not Jo be. thought ministers of God for good ; nor 
is it to be supposed, when they act so contrary to the na- 
ture of their office, that they act agreeable tq the will" of 
God, or in conformity to the doctrine of the gospel. 

The gospel recommends unto masters to forbear threat- 
enings", and to remember that they also have a master in 

„ * Seo a tract, intitule!, "Chains of Slavery," Printed, London, 1775. 



heaven ; it assures them that the eye of God is equally 
upon the servant and the master, and that with God there 
is no respect of persons : it commands masters, from the 
most solemn considerations, to give unto servants that 
which is just and equal : it saith to the meanest slave, 
" Art thou called, being a servant, care not for it, but if 
thou mayest be made free, use it rather." 1 Cor. vii. 21. 

The doctrine of the gospel has that regard to property, 
that it commands even soldiers: "Do violence to no man, 
and be content with your wages." Luke iii. 14. That 
a Paul sent back a runaway slave, though now converted, 
and belonging to his intimate friend, and at a time when 
he seems to have stood in real need of his services, from 
a delicacy that he would do nothing without the owner's 
mind, lest his benefit should appear as if it were of neces- 
sity, and not willingly. Philem. xiv. From the same 
spirit of justice, a Zaccheus, after his conversion, restored 
fourfold what before he had taken from any by false accu- 
sation; surely, then, the spirit of the gospel is very friendly 
to the rights and property of men. 

The gospel sets conscience above all human authority 
in matters of faith, and bids us to "stand fast in that liberty 
wherewith the Son of God has made us free." Gal. v. 1. 
Freedom is the very spirit and temper of the gospel : 
" He that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the 
Lord's freeman. "Ye are bought with a price, be ye not 
the servants of men." 1 Cor. vii. 22, 23. At the same 
time that it commands us to submit to every ordinance of 
men, it also directs us to act "as free, and not using liberty 
as a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of God." 
1 Pet. iii. 13-18. 

Those, therefore, that would support arbitrary power, 
and require an unlimited obedience, in vain look for pre- 
cedents or precepts for such things in the gospel, an insti- 
tution equally tending to make men just, free, and happy 
here, and perfectly holy and happy hereafter. 

2. The main design of the gospel is not to direct us in 
our external and civil affairs, but how we may at last 
stand with comfort before God, the judge of all. 

Human prudence is to be our guide in the concerns of 
time ; the gospel makes us wise unto salvation, and points 
out the means to be pursued, that it may be well with us 
in the world to come. As rational creatures, we are to 
make use of our reason ; as Christians, we are to repent 
and believe the gospel. Motives of a worldly nature may 
very properly influence us in our^worldly concerns ; we 
are created not only for eternity, but also for time: It is 
not at all improper for us to have a due regard for. both. 
The gospel will regulate our desires arid restrain our pas- 
sions as to earthly things, and will raise us at the same time 
above time and sense, to objects of a nature more worthy 
of ourselves. A due regard for, and a frequent meditation 
on, a judgment to come, will greatly assist us in all our 
concerns; and this very consideration the gospel holds out 
to us in the clearest manner. It not onTy affirms, as a 
truth, what reason and conscience might consider only as 
probable, but it takes away, as it were, the veil from be- 
tween us and things to come ; it gives us a present view of 
the future bliss of saints, and the terrours and despair of 
sinners : rather an historical account than a prophetick 
description of all the proceedings of the dreadful pleasing 
day ; it clearly points out. the road to destruction, and the 
way to escape ; it affords us a plain and general rule to 
obtain safety and comfort, when it bids us, "So speak, and 
so do, as they that shall be judged by the Taw of liberty." 

This general rule may also be of considerable service in 
extraordinary and particular cases. It is impossible to pro- 
vide express directions lor every particular case ; and hi 
the course of things circunisTances may~bappen when a 
good man may be at a loss to know his duty, and find it 
difficult so to act as to obtain bis own approbation. There 
may be danger of going beyond, and danger in not coming 
up to, the mark. To act worthy of God, who has called 
us, is the general rule of the Christian at all times, and 
upon every occasion ; and did we but always follow this 
rule, what manner of persons should we then be ! But in 
cases of intricacy, we may still be in doubt what may be 
most for the glory of God, and most consistent with our 
duty. Sometimes, also, our relative duties may seem to 
come in competition with one anotber, and we may hesi- 
tate in our own mind which for the present has the strong- 
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est call. We would fain obey our superiors, and yet we 
cannot think of giving up our natural, our civil and reli- 
gious rights, nor acquiesce in or contribute to render our 
fellow-creatures or fellow-citizens slaves and miserable. 
We would willingly follow peace with all men, and yet 
would be very unwilling that others should take. the ad- 
vantage of a pacifick disposition to injure us in hopes of 
doing it with impunity. We would express duty, respect, 
and obedience to the king, as supreme, and yet we would 
not wish to strengthen the hands of tyranny, nor call op- 
pression lawful : in such a delicate situation it is a golden 
rule, " So to speak, and so to do, as they that shall be 
judged by the law of liberty." Nothing has a greater 
tendency to make men act wrong than the disbelief of a 
future judgment; and nothing will more effectually restrain 
and direct them than the full persuasion that such an event 
will certainly take place ; nothing would have a happier 
tendency to make us act with prudence, justice, and mode- 
ration, than the firm persuasion that God will bring every 
work into judgment, and every secret thing, whether it be 
good or bad. 

Neither could I think on any direction more applicable 
to the design of our present meeting, or which I might 
more properly recommend to the respectable gentlemen 
now met together to consult on the recovery and preserva- 
4ion of the liberties of America, and who chose to begin 
their deliberations with a solemn act of worship to Al- 
mighty God, who lias established government as his ordi- 
nance, and equally abhors licentiousness and oppression ; 
whose singular blessing it is if subjects enjoy a righteous 
Government, and under such a Government lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 

You are met, gentlemen, in a most critical time, and on 
a most alarming occasion, not in. a legislative capacity, but 
(while the sitting of the usual representation is not thought 
for the King's service, or necessary for the good of this 
Province) you are chosen by the general voice of this Pro- 
vince to meet on their behalf, to consult on such measures 
as, in our local circumstances, may be most to the real ad- 
vantage, and tend to the honour of our Sovereign, as well 
as the good and safety of this Province, and of all this 
great Continent. For the sake of the auditory, I shall 
briefly state the immediate causes that have given rise to 
this Provincial andl a .General American Congress, and 
then offer such humble advice as appears to me most suit- 
able to our circumstances. 

To enforce some acts for laying on a duty to raise a 
perpetual revenue in America, which the Americans think 
unjust and unconstitutional, which all America complains 
of, and some Provinces have in some measure opposed,* 
a fleet and army has been sent to New-England, and after 
a long series of hardships by that Province patiently en- 
dured, it is now out of all question that hostilities have 
been commenced against them ; blood has been shed, and 
many lives have been taken away; thousands, never so 
much as suspected of having any hand in the action which 
is made the pretence of all the severity now used against 
that Province, have been and still are reduced to the great- 
est distress. From this other Provinces have taken the 
alarm: an apprehension of nearer foes, not unlikely to 
appear as auxiliaries in an unjust cause, has thrown our 
neighbours into arms; how far and wide the flame so wan- 
tonly kindled may be permitted to spread, none can tell ; 
but in these alarming circumstances the liberty of this Con- 
tinent, of which we are a part, the safety and domestick 
peace of this Province, will naturally become a subject of 
your del iber ations; and here I may well adapt the language 
of old, " There was no such deed done nor seen from the 
day that America was first settled unto this day; consider 
of it, take advice, and speak your minds." Judges xix. 
30. I mean not to anticipate and direct your counsels; 
but from your desire I should speak on this occasion, I 
take it for granted you will permit me to offer such hints 
as may appear suitable to the place and design of our pre- 
sent meeting. 

In the first place, as there is no evil in a city in which 
the hand of God may not be seen, so in vain is salvation 

* This opposition in some Provinces consisted in sending the tea, on 
which this duty was to be paid, back to England, not suffering it to be 
sold or landed in others ; and in Boston, when they were prevented 
from sending it back, it was entirely destroyed, but no person hurt, iipr 
any blood shed. 



looked for from the hills and from the mountains, but can 
come from Him only who has made heaven and earth. 
This undoubtedly is a day of trouble, but God saith to 
his people, "Call upon me in a day of trouble, and I will 
deliver thee." Ps. 1. 15. "What nation has God so 
nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all things that 
we call upon him for?" Dent, iv. 7. If this be our first 
step, if first of all we look unto him from whom our help 
cometh, we may hope all will be well at last. Let us he 
thoroughly convinced of this, we must stand well with God, 
else it can never be well with us at all ; without him and 
his help we can never prosper. The Lord is with you, if 
you are with him : " If you seek him, you will find him ; 
but if you forsake him, you will be forsaken by him." 2 
Chron, xv. 2. If God be for us, who can be against us ? 
if he be against us, who can be for us ? Before we think 
on, or look any where else, may our eyes be unto God, 
that he may be gracious unto us. Let us humbly confess 
and speedily turn from our sins, deprecate his judgment, 
.and secure his favour. "Rend your hearts, and not your 
garments, and turn unto the Lord your God, for he is gra- 
cious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, 
and repenteth him of the evil ; who knoweth if he will 
return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him, even 
a meat-offering and a drink-offering unto the Lord your 
God." JoelYi. 13, 14. 

Let it be a standing rule with every one that is to sit in 
council upon this occasion, "so to speak, and so to do, as 
one that is to be judged by the law of liberty." Let us 
most carefully avoid every thing that might make us incur 
the displeasure of God, and wound our own consciences. 
The effects of your deliberation may become very serious 
and extensive, and the consequences extremely important: 
think therefore before you speak, deliberate before you 
execute, and let the law of liberty, by which you are here- 
after to be judged, be the constant rule of all your words 
and actions. Far be it from us to be reduced under laws 
inconsistent with liberty, and as far to wish for liberty with- 
out law ; let the one be so tempered with the other, that 
when we come to give our. account to the supreme Law- 
giver, who is the great judge of all, it may appear we had a 
due regard to both, and may meet with his approbation. 

Such always hath been, and such Is sti]I the attachment of 
America to the illustrious house of Hanover, that I need 
not put you in mind of our duty to the King as supreme. 
By our law the King can do no wrong ; but of his present 
Majesty, who is universally known to be adorned with many 
social virtues, may we not justly conclude that he would 
not do any wrong, even though he could ? May we not 
hope, that to the greatness of a monarch he will superadd 
the feelings of the man, the tenderness of a father? May 
Ave not hope, that when the truth of things, the tears of 
his suffering subjects, the distresses caused by acts extreme- 
ly ill advised, once reach his notice, a generous pity will 
force his heart, and that pity, when he leels Tt, wilTcom- 
mand redress ? " The heart of the King is in the hand of 
the Lord, as the rivers of water, and he turneth it as he 
pleaseth." Prov. xxi. 1. Most earnestly therefore let us 
pray, that in this great and most important matter also God 
may give unto the King an understanding heart, that power 
may be governed by wisdom, and the wheels of Govern- 
ment roll on with justice and moderation. 

Should you think that all our present distress is owing to 
evil counsellors, nothing need to hinder you from praying 
that God would turn their counsels into foolishness: you 
may make it your earnest request, both in publick and in 
private, that the wicked being removed from before the 
King, his throne may be established in righteousness ; that 
the rod of the oppressor may be broken, and justice and 
equity take place of tyranny and oppression. 

It may be owing to nothing but the firm attachment to 
the reigning family, that so many Americans look upon the 
present measures as a deep laid plan to bring in the Pre- 
tender. Perhaps this jealousy may be very groundless ; 
but so much is certain, that none but Great Britain'* ene- 
mies can be gainers in this unnatural contest*. 

Never let us lose out of sight that our interest lies in a 

* Were »t designed to give the Pretender an opportunity to raise di- 
visions in Great Britain, starve the manufacturers, send away troops 
from Ireland _and Scotland, and breed ciyil war in Ameiica, must all 
be circumstances too favourable, and, I may say, very tempting to pro- 
mote such a project. 
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perpetual connection with our Mother Country. Notwith- 
standing the present unwise and harsh measures, there are 
thousands in Great Britain that think with us, and wish well 
to the American cause, and make it their own : let us con- 
vince our enemies, that the struggles of America have not 
I h^_ r !^-JD_A.iigske.j3,findependency, but from a warm 
regard to our common Constitution; that we esteem the 
name of Britons, as being the same with freemen: let 
every step wetake afford proof how greatly we esteem our 
Mother Country, and that, to the wish of a perpetual con- 
nection, we prefer this only consideration, that we may be 
virtuous and free.* 

Let me entreat you, gentlemen, think coolly, and act 
deliberately: rash counsels are seldom good ones: Ministe- 
rial rashness and American rashness can only be pro- 
ductive of untoward compounds: inconsiderate measures, 
framed on the other side of the AtlanticJc, are the cause 
of all our mischiefs ; and it is not in the least probable 
that inconsiderate measures in America can be productive 
of any good. Let nothing be done through strife and. vain 
glory ; let no private resentment nor party zeal disgrace 
your honest warmth for your country's welfare: measures 
determined on by integrity and prudence, are most likely to 
be carried into execution by steadiness and moderation. 
Let neither the frowns of tyranny, nor the pleasure of po- 
pularity, sway you from what you clearly apprehend just 
and right, and to be your duty. Consider how much lies 
at stake; how greatly your religion, your liberty, your pro- 
perty, your posterity, is interested. Endeavour to act like 
freeman, like loyal subjects, like real Christians, and you 
will "so speak, and so act, as they that shall be judged by; 
the law of liberty." Act conscientiously, and with a view 
to Jj£od, then commit your ways to him ; leave the event 
with God, and you will have great reason to hope that the 
event will be just, honourable, and happy. 

And now, gentlemen, you have the wishes and prayers 
of every thoughtful person, that your deliberations may be 
carried on with candour, unanimity, and prudence ; may be 
blessed to preserve the quietness of this province, and co- 
operate in restoring the rights and tranquillity of all Ameri- 
ca, as well as promote the prosperity of the whole British 
empire. This will afford you a heartfelt satisfaction, and 
transmit your name to posterity with honour, when all 
those who had opposite views, and .sought their greatness 
in the ruin; of others, will be held in abhorrence and detes- 
tation, ';." _.""_._ " ... . 

I have but a few hints to give to my hearers in gene- 
ral. 

* The idea of a separation between America and Great Britain is big 
with, somany "and such horrid evils, that every friend to botli mnst 
shudder aj the thought. Every man that gives the most distant bint 
of such a wish, ought instantly to be suspected as a common enemy; 
nothing would more effectually serve the cause of our enemies, than 
any proposal of this kind ; all wise men and all good men would im- 
mediately speak, write, and act against it : such a proposal, whenever 
it shpuH be made, would be an inlet to greater evils than any we have 
yet suffered, But what America detests as the greatest evil, a British 
Ministry has taken jhe greatest pains to effect; has wasted British 
blood and treasure to. alienate America and Great Britain; the breach 
is growing wider and wider, it is become like a great sea ; every moment 
is a loss that is not improved towards bringing about a reconciliation. 



The times are evil ; this is a day of adversity; and in a 
time of adversity we ought to consider. It may, perhaps, 
soon become impossible, even to the most indolent, to con- 
tinue unconcerned ; and those that wish no more than to 
hide themselves in quiet obscurity, may not always have it 
in their power to remain neuter : to know the signs of the 
time, is a considerable part of human prudence ; and it is 
a still greater to walk circumspectly, and redeem the time, 
because the days are evil. Whatever part you may think 
yourselves obliged to take, " so speak, and so do, as they 
that shall be judged hereafter, and judged by the law of 
liberty." 

In these times of confusion I would press on my hearers 
a most conscientious regard to the common laws of the 
land. Let our conduct shew that we are not lawless ; by 
well-doing let us put to silence the reproaches of our ad- 
versaries. Let us convince them that we do not complain 
of law, but of oppression ; that we do not abhor these acts 
because we are impatient to be under government, but being 
destructive of liberty and property, we think them destruc- 
tive also of all law. Let us act " as free, and yet not make 
liberty a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of God." 

While it is yet peace and quietness with us, let us not 
think ourselves inaccessible to the evils which are already 
come upon others ; there are some, evils which we would 
rather deprecate in private than speak of in publick; against 
which, being fore-warned, we should be fore-armed ; every 
trifling report .should not alarm us, but it would be folly 
still greater not to be on our guard against sudden dan- 
gers. : '."~" : : " 

Remember them that suffer adversity, as being your- 
selves also in the body. Think on those who are driven 
from their habitations and all their conveniences of life, or 
confined in their own houses by an enraged soldiery, to 
starve in their own country in the midst of property and 
plenty, not permitted to enjoy their own, and distressed in 
every connexion, and this without any cause alleged against 
numbers of them, without complaint, suspicion, or a legal 
trial: the like was never heard since the cruel siege of Lon- 
donderry, and is a species of cruelty at which even that 
hardhearted bigot James the Second, relented. 

Above all, let every one earnestly pray, that He that is 

higher than the highest would soon make a righteous end 

of all their confusion ; that he would incline the King to 

"hear the cries of his subjects, and that no more innocent 

blood may be shed in America._ ;... _____ 

One tiling more: consider the extreme absurdity of strug- 
gling for civil liberty, and yet to continue slaves to sin and 
lust. " Know ye not to whcm~ye~yie]d yourselves ser- 
vants to obey ? his servants ye are to whom ye obey, whe- 
ther of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness." 
Bom. vi. 16. Cease from evil, and do good ; seek pegee, 
and pursue it: who will hurt you while you follow that 
which is good ? become the willing servants of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, hearken to and obey the voice of his gospel, 
for "where the Spirit of the Lor d is, thereis liberty;" and 
"if thelSon makes you free," then, and not till then, "shall 
you be free indeed?' 



COMMITTEE OF. INTELLIGENCE OF CHARLESTOWN TO THE 
SOUTH-CAROLINA DELEGATES IN THE CONTINENTAL 
-- CON GHE_5. ' 
. '; ■ •■'. .;""-i-.:*.*-'. _.1't. •.»'.._.■ Charlestown, July 4, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The enclosed are a copy and extracts of 
letters which fell into the hands of the Secret Committee, 
who laid them before the Council of Safety. They are 
thought to be of so great importance, that the Council have 
desired the Committee of Intelligence to transmit them to 
you, not' only by sea, but through Committee conveyance, 
by land. They seem to give some light into the real in- 
tentions of Admjnistrajjon ; and thereby you may, in some 
degree, he enabled to guard against their machinations. 
We. have.al so .transmitted proper copies of them to North- 
Carolina mdJGeqrgia; and we have desired the former 
Colony to forward^ to you our duplicate of this packet. 
We also enclose to you some copies of our circular letter 

r.iK £i 5" JJ9-. :_F_»I!_rc_^__HP__. . " TT~. ~ t "t - -^ - L 

to the ,Qpr___Qi,ttge3 .of _ this Colony. 

This day the Provincial Congress of Georgia is to sit 
in Savannah. It J s thought that they will make ample 



amends for their past conduct ; indeed, we think there is 
no room to doubt of it. 

Our own affairs continue in a good posture. The Regi- 
ment of Horse is nearly completed ; and the Regiments of 
Infantry are in great forwardness. At present, between two 
and three hundred garrison the barractcs, and we mean im- 
mediately to establish a fortified post at Dorchester. The 
Council of Safety, on Thursday, will go there to reconnoi- 
tre the situation. This, letter comes for ward ed by Com- 
mittee Conveyance from North-Carolina, and is a dupli- 
cate of the original, which we have" sen! by a pilot-boat. 



committee of intelligence of charlestown to t hf. 

COMMITTF.E AT NEWBERX, NORT]i-( J AROLfNA. 

Clurlcstown, July 4, 1775 

Gentlemen: The enclosed are a copy and extracts of 
letters, which, falling into the hands of our Secret Com- 
mittee, were laid before the Council of Safety. By desire 
of the Council, we transmit them to you ; as well to enable 
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you to counteract your Governour, as to manifest how dan- 
gerous he is to the liberties of America. You see he 
means, and is ordered, to arm one part of your people 
against the other. We trust that you will, on this occa- 
sion, act with due vigour and policy, in your endeavours to 
defeat so diabolical a design. 

The CounciTof Safety most seriously recommend, that 



by the said members to attend the weekly meeting of this 
Committee on, this day and place, and abide their determi- 
nation thereon, and, in the mean time, to forbear offering 
any of his Goods for sale ; all which the said Dooe faith- 
fully engaged to perform; but the said Dooe not having 
appeared, and this Committee being informed that he did 
afterwards offer his said Goods for sale : on full considera- 



you so manage the communication of this important letter, tion of the above information, 



as to confine 1 1 , I f possible, only among the friends of Ame- 
rican rights, as it might be of the most pernicious conse- 
quence if your Governour, or his emissaries, or the dis- 
affected^ Counties, or people at large, should obtain any 
particular knowledge of it. 

We transmit to you copies of our circular letter, which, 
if you think "proper, may be reprinted ; and we also trans- 
mit to you a letter to our Delegates at Philadelphia, which 
we beg you will forward to them from one Committee to 
another. 

COMMITTEE OF INTELLIGENCE OF CHARLESTOWN TO THE 
COMMITTEE AT SAVANNAH, GEORGIA. 

Charlestown, July 4, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The enclosed are extracts of letters, and 
an original, which, having fallen into the hands of our Se- 
cret Committee, and being by them laid before the Council 
of Safety, the Council have desired the Committee of In- 
telligence to transmit them to you. Your Chief Justice 



Resolved unanimously, That the said Dooe, from his 
conduct aforesaid, has given great reason to suspect that he 
is not only inimical to the liberties of America, but that the 
said Goods, or some of them, have been imported in viola- 
tion of the Continental Association ; therefore, 

Resolved unanimously, That we will not, and that the 
inhabitants in this County ought not, to have any inter- 
course or connexion whatever with the said Dooe, until he 
shall appear before this Committee and give proper satis- 
faction for his conduct above-mentioned; and it is recom- 
mended that an inviolable regard be paid to this Resolu- 
tion. By order of the Committee: 

Henry Jackson, Cleric. 

A List of the Field- Officers, Captains, and part of the 
Lieutenants of the Regiment o/Green-Mountain Boys, 
consisting of seven Companies. 
Field- Officers.— Ethan Allen, Seth Warner. 
Captains. — Remember Baker, Robert Cochran, Michael 



seems to hold a very criminal correspondence, and to show Vea] p e ,' Suther i ingi Gideon Warren, Wait Hopkins, 
a disposition no less inimical to the liberties of America. Heman Allen 



We also recommend, in the most pressing manner, that 
you keep a watchful eye upon every motion that your Gov- 
ernour can make. We enclose to you copies of our circular 
letter; and we hope this despatch will arrive in due time 
to be laid before your Provincial Congress, of whose pro- 
ceedings we have the highest expectation.* 



somerset county (Maryland) committee. 

Princess Anne, July 4, 1775. 

It having tins day been made appear, by Doctor John 
Odel Hart, to this Committee, that on Friday last a Ped- 
lar, calling himself James Dooe, and lately from Scotland, 
was exposing Goods to sale at Salisbury Town, in this 
County ;" that he then and there was called upon by several 
members of this Committee for certificates, or some other 
evidence of the said Goods having not been imported con- 
trary to the Association of the honourable Continental 
Congress ; which not being able to produce, he was advised 

* The Swallow Packet being just arrived from England, William 
Henry Drayton, Chairman of the Secret Committee, roBolyed to seize 
the mail, and, on his way to the Post-Office, on the 2d day of July, he 
met John Neufv die and Thomas Corbet, two members of the Commit- 
tee of Intelligence, who wore proceeding thither on the same errand. 
On their afrivrng-'at the Post-Office, then kept by Jervis Henry Ste- 
vens, on the Bay, at the corner of Longitude-Alley, as Secretary to 
George Roupell, the Deputy Postmaster, they demanded the. mail which 
had just arrived in the Packet ; to which a peremptory refusal was 
given. They then informed Stevens they would take it by force, if 
not speedily delivered; to which he answered he should not deliver it. 
They then took possession of it, and carried the publick letters to the 
State-HQuse,~whefe~tne Secret Committee were immediately summoned 
to meet; and upon examining them, they found the despatches which 
had been for hoid_William Campbell, Governour of South-Carolina, 
and John Stuart, Superintendent of Indian Affairs, had been already 
forwarded to them ; but their enterprise was rewarded, by obtaining 
despatches from the Ministry to the Southern Governours, regulating 
their CDTjduct upon Lord North's conciliatory-motion, and tp Governour 
Martin, of North-Carolina, encouraging his pi a mrof raising the people 
of the four Counties of Guilford, Dobbs, Rowan, and Surry, whom he 
had reported to " breathe a spirit of loyalty to the King, and attach- 
ment to. the authority of Great Britain." All these, letters were signed 
by Lord Dartmouth, five of which were for James Wright, Governour 
of Georgia; one for the Lieutenant-Governour of South-Carolina; 
and one for Governour Martin, of North-Carolina. The Resolution 
of Parliament, also, upon Lord North's conciliatory motion, was for- 
warded to the Governours by Lord Dartmouth, in the same Packet. 

These ^despatches were doemed of so much consequence, that copies . 
of them we re immedia tely forwarded to our Delegates in the Conti- 
nental Congress, and to the Committees at Newbern, in North-Carolina, 
and Savannah, in Georgia; but the originals were. never. sent to. the 
Continental Congress, as the publick hasleen. led to bejieye ; for they 
are now in "the possession of the author of these Memoirs, having been 
in that of his family ever since Ins father, William Henry Drayton, left 
South-Carolina, in March, 1778, as a Delegate to the Continental Con- 
gress, then sitting at Little-Yorktown, in the State of Pennsylvania, 

About: the same time the mail was seized, the Secret Committee were 
also fortunate in intercepting twoletters from, Sir Jajnes Wright, Gov- 
ernour of Georgia, each of them -dated 27th of June, 1.775; one of 
them directed, to :_AdjniraI Graves, a.nd the other to General Gage. — 
Drayton. 



First Lieutenants. — Ira Allen, John Grant, Ebenezer 
Allen, David Ives, Jesse Sawyer. 

Adjutant, Levi Allen ; Commissary, Elijah Babcock ; 
Doctor and Surgeon, Jonas Fay. 



JOHN N. BLEECKER TO THE NEW- YORK CONGRESS. 

Albany, July 4, 1775. 
Gentlemen : I received your letter ofthe 29th ultimo, 
and have, agreeable to your directions, delivered up all the 
stores and provisions in my care, an account whereof you 
have enclosed. I cannot omit observing, that the person in 
whose care I had left the stores, &c, during my absence, did 
not think himself justified to deliver them without an order 
from you, especially as it appears by Mr. Phelps's warrant 
that he is only appointed for one regiment, a copy of which 
is enclosed... A number of different accounts for provisions 
and necessaries, purchased as well by me as in my absence, 
have not yet been delivered, which prevents my transmit- 
ting an account at present of the expenses which we have 
been at ; but I shall not fail to rcnderjiii account in a few 
days. Five barrels of damaged powder from Ticonderoga 
is sent to Judge Livingston's mill, The .garrisons will be 
in want of flour very soon, and none to be. had here before 
1 delivered up the stores. ^- ------.^=^■ i =^--^--=,.--^- 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient and most humble 
servant, John N. Bleecker. 

To P. V. B- Livingston, Esquire. 

Account of Stores and Provisions diUveredjover by John 

N. Bleecker to El,isha Phelps, at Albany, July 3, 

1775: ._...._._ i ..„_.^.:..,: 

Seven barrels of flour, 32 barrels of pork, 1 tierce of peas, 

10 tierces of rice, 86 hatchets, 38 pair two-point blankets, 

12 pair one-point blankets, 2£ hogsheads of rum, 40 camp 

kettles, John N. Blfecker. 

Colony of Connecticut : . 

Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour. and Commander- 
in-Chief in and over His Majesty's English Colony 
of Connecticut, in New-_Englani>, in America : 
To Elisha Phelps, Gentleman, greeting : 

I do, by these presents, reposing- especial trust and con- 
fidence in your loyalty, fidelity, and good conduct, consti- 
tute you, the said Elisha Phelps, to be Commissary in 
Albany, and places adjacent above, for the provisions sup- 
plied from" the Provincial Convention of New-York, and" 
for the Fourth Regiment ofthe inhabitants .enlisted and 
assembled for the special defence and safety of his Majes- 
ty's said Colony, stationed at Ticonderoga, and places ad- 
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jacent, agreeable to a Resolve of the honourable Continen- 
tal Congress. I do authorize and empower you to exercise 
your said office in a due performance of the duties thereof, 
in and for the Regiment aforesaid ; keep proper accounts, 
and the same render on oath, when required, according to 
the trust reposed in you ; for which this is a sufficient war- 
rant Given under my hand and seal at arms, in Lebanon, 

this 8th day of June, in the fifteenth year of His Majesty's 
reign, Annoque Domini 1775. Jonathan Trumbull. 



WILLIAM SCHUYLER, ETC., TO JOHN MARLETT. 

_..._. Warrensburgh, July 4, 1775. 

These may inform you that I received your letter from 
-New- York on the 2d instant. I also received a letter from 
Mr. Daniel Lane, on the 28th of June, but could not do 
any thing in it at that time, by reason of the port being so 
near shut. 

As to the people who have signed where I live, there is 
only one, to wit : John Snuke. Those that have not sign- 
ed, who have been asked, are, the Reverend John Stuart 
and Henry Hare. We also hear from the Oneida, that the 
Indians will not join with Colonel Guy Johnson, nor have 
any thing to do with him ; also, that Abraham C. Cuyler, 
. Mayor of Albany, has gone up to Oswego, under pretence 
of collecting some debts ; but we did not put so much trust 
in him, as he had two loaded batteaus with him ; and sent 
word immediately to John Fry, Esq., that we. apprehend- 
ed that he had some stores for the enemy against America; 
which John Fry, Esq., sent word back that their Commit- 
tee should meet the next day at Van Alsten's, for business. 

From your most obedient and humble servants, 

Wm, Schuyler, 

John Bletin, Clerk, 
James McMaster. 
To John Marlett, Esq., now at New- York. 

N. B. After the above was wrote, we received a letter 
informing us, that yesterday, at Abraham Hodges's, there 
were a company of men met together, and in talking about 
the troublesome times, Esquire Peter Meetin Being present 
amongst them, in cool blood told them that he had the 
King's Proclamation from Governour Gage, to offer any 
person or persons who would recant from the Association 
and sign the King's Proclamation, should be pardoned ; 
and he expected soon to have all their estates to handle. 

This may also inform you, that Peter Bowen, on Tripe's 
Hill, refuses to sign the Association, and Nicholas Ross. 



BROOK "WVTSON TO THE NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

- .^...^J. ..LaJSJ! Champlaln, near St. John's, July 4, 1775. 

By the general assistance which your letter to the offi- 
cers in the service of the Colonies procured me, I am now 
so near Montreal that I expect to get there this evening, 
therefore, embrace the opportunity of the returning boat, 
to make you my thanks fqr your kind attention to me and 
my friends ; and I pray you, Sir, to make my warmest ac- 
knowledgment to your Provincial Congress, for the obliging 
letter they kindly favoured me with, and for the pleasing 
expressions in my regard which it contained. A sincere 
friend to America and its rights 1 truly am, and as such 
cannot help expressing my uneasiness at the general spirit 
which I. have observed amongst the Colonies' Troops quar- 
tered at Fort George, Ticonderoga, and Crown Point. 
They talk and act as if it was fully determined they should 
soori march, into the Province of Quebeck. Surely this, 
my good Sir, cannot be the intention of the General Con- 
gress. If it is not, immediate pains should be taken to 
suppress the dangerous idea, or it may soon produce the 
most dangerous consequences. Should the Colonies send 
their tropjps ]nto_tfiat Province, or should they go without 
orders, the Canadians ajid the Indians, their friends, will 
naturally fall upon your back settlements with fire and 
sword. Then the King's Troops on one side, and the Ca- 
nadians and JE^on? on the; other, what are the Colonists 
to expect Taut slaughter. For God's sate exert every 
faculty to prevent so great an evil. 

I know the body of gentlemen who have so properly 
chose you for their President are greatly alarmed at the 
deplorable situation of affairs between Great Britain and 



her Colonies. America must look forward with the great- 
est anxiety, and rejoice m any prudent plan for the resto- 
ring of harmony and the security of property. I would to 
God I had a head to contrive, and a pen to persuade what 
might produce so desirable an event ; for the credit and 
comfort of all their future movements depend upon it. But 
while liberty and slavery, in their greatest extreme, is the 
alternative held out by the violent and designing on this 
side the waters, and submission or destruction the language 
of the others, what hopes have the people but in the mo- 
deration, wisdom, and justice of the General Congress. In 
their address to His Majesty of last year, they wisely de- 
clared that they " asked but for peace, liberty, and safety ; 
that they wished not a diminution of the prerogative ; nor 
did they solicit any new rights in their favour; that his 
royal authority over them, and their connexion with Great 
Britain, they would carefully and zealously endeavour to 
support and maintain." This declaration breathed the 
spirit of good subjects, valuing their just rights too much 
to abuse them ; but these sentiments were not constitution- 
ally conveyed to the royal ear. 

That Government is ready to receive any fair propo- 
sitions which may be constitutionally offered, cannot be 
doubted, after we consider the Minister's declaration in Par- 
liament, "that if the dispute in which the Americans are 
engaged goes to the whole of their authority, they can 
enter into no negotiation ; they can meet no compromise : 
but if it be only as to the suspension of the exercise of 
their rights ; or as to the mode of laying and levying taxes 
for a contribution towards the common defence, it might 
be just as wise to meet any fair proposition which might 
come from sny Province or Colony." 

This declaration, I humbly conceive, clearly points out 
the line of conduct which the General Congress ought to 
pursue, as it cannot be the wish of that Assembly to carry 
matters to„an extreme, by which the whole Empire must 
suffer, and America drove to the last distress. Would they 
state their real grievances with temper and wisdom ; their 
desires with moderation and justice, in a dutiful memorial 
to the King, to be transmitted by the Provincial Assemblies 
to their respective agents in London; such application could 
not fail to produce the most desirable effects. But if, -nn 
the other hand, the Congress should order or suffer the 
people to proceed to extremes, which I now much fear, 
nothing but the sword can determine the unnatural contest ; 
and they would soon discover the fatal truth of what hath 
been so emphatically expressed by the judicious Mr. Glover, 
" that high sounding words produce no food for the hungry, 
no raiment for the naked," , m „^,^,,, _ 

I am, Sir, your obliged humble servant, 
■.-•' '*!-.-•■■■ .» :- • i -rt.*-*«BRO0K Watson. 

P. V. B. Livingston, President of the Provincial Congress - 
of New- York. 

P. S. I have received the kindest t reatment from Cap- 
tain Fisher, Colonel Ilinman, and Major Elmer. 



GOVERNOUR OF RHODE-ISLAND TO THE CONTINENTAL 

CONGRESS. 
[Read July 11, 1775.] 

Providence, July 4, 1775. 

Sir: Your letter of the 10th of June last came duly to 
hand. I wrote imiriediately to the Delegates from this 
Colony upon the contents of it, to whom I beg leave to 
refer you. 

I have now to acknowledge the receipt of yqurs of the 
20th of the same month. Immediately after the late battle 
upon Bunker's Hill, the remaining forces from the Colony 
joined the Army near Boston; and it appears by a return 
from the Brigadier-General, that the Army of this Colony 
consists of thirteen hundred and ninety effective men. We 
are also equipping two armed vessels, to carry one hundred 
men, exclusive of officers. _____ _______ 

Upon a most urgent application from the Provincial Con- 
gress of the Massachusetts-Bay, the General Assembly 
ordered six companies, of sixty men each, to be raised to 
join the Regiments in the service of this Colony, and have 
ordered one-fourth part of the Militia to be enlisted as 
Minute-men. They have also passed an act putting the 
Troops of this Colony under the command of the General 
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of the combined Army. I will only add, that on this most 
important occasion, this Colony will exert itself in unre- 
mitting efforts for the common defence and safety. 

I am, with great esteem and regard, Sir, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, Nicholas Cooke. 

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esquire. 

JAMES WARREN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Watertown, July 4, 1775. 

Sir : As Pomroy is now absent, and at the distance of 
a. hundred miles from the Army, if it can be consistent 
with your Excellency's instructions and the service to re- 
tain his commission until you shall receive advice from the 
Continental Congress, and we shall be able to prevail with 
Heath to make a concession honourable to himself and ad- 
vantageous to the publick, we humbly conceive the way 
would be open to do justice to Thomas. 

We have the honour to be your Excellency's most obe- 
dient humble servants, Jas. Warren, 

Joseph Hawley. 
To his Excellency General Washington. 



extract of a letter from one of the Virginia dele- 
gates to a gentleman in williamsbdrgh, dated 
■ philadelphia, july 5, 1775. 

The battle of Charlestown I expect you have heard, but 
perhaps not so as you may depend on. The Provincials 
sustained two attacks in their trenches, and twice repulsed 
the ministerial forces with immense slaughter. The third 
attack, however, being made with fixed bayonets, the Pro- 
vincials gave ground, retired a little way, and rallied ready 
for their enemy ; but they having been pretty roughly han- 
dled, did not choose to pursue. We lost between sixty 
and seventy killed, and about one hundred and fifty 
wounded. The enemy had fourteen hundred killed and 
wounded, of whom were about five hundred killed. Major 
Pitcairn was among the slain, an event at which every 
one rejoices, as he was the commanding officer at Lexing- 
ton, first fired his own piece, and gave command to fire. 
On our side Dr. Warren fell, a man immensely valued to 
the north. The Neiv-Englanders are fitting out privateers, 
with wIijcTi they expect to be able to scour the seas and 
bays of every thing below ships-of-war, and may probably 
go to the European coasts, to distress the British trade 
there. The enterprising genius and intrepidity of these 
people are amazing. They are now intent on burning 
Boston, in order to oust the regulars; and none are more 
eager for it than those who have escaped out, and who have 
left their w hole property in it; so that their rage has got 
the better of every interested principle. 

Nobody now entertains a doubt but that we are able to 
cope with the whole force of Great Britain, if we are but 
willing to exert ourselves. It will indeed be expensive, 
extremely expensive ; but people must lay aside views of 
building up fortunes during these troubles, and set apart a 
good proportion of their income to secure the rest. As our 
enemies have found we can reason like men, so now let us 
show them we can fight like men also. The Government 
of Pennsylvania have raised thirty-five thousand Pounds 
to' put their Country in a posture of defence. There ap- 
pear to be as many soldiers here as men. . Powder is the 
great want, and towards having plenty of that nothing is 
wanting but saltpetre. 

The Congress have directed twenty thousand men to be 
raised immediately, the greater part of which is already 
raised. Two millions of dollars also are voted. This is 
all I am at liberty to tell of their proceedings. As to the 
time of their rising, it is totally beyond conjecture ; ex- 
presses" after expresses daily coming from the northward, 
and the machinations of the people In office on other parts 
of the Continent, keep us from making any progress in the 
main bu siness . ALt.he.same time such an impatience for 
home seems to~possess us all, that nothing keeps the Con- 
gress together but the visible certainty that till our military 
proceedings are got into a good train, their separation would 
endanger the common cause greatly. If things cannot be 
got into such a state soon as. they may be left, we must 
petition To be exchanged for fresh hands, that we may 
return to our Tamffies. 



P. S. After folding up my letter we received an ac- 
count, from an undoubted hand, that the mortality among 
the wounded regulars has been so great, that the killed on 
the spot, and those who have died of their wounds, make 
up one thousand. The reason of this is, that they have 
been long confined to salt provisions, having not so much 
as a vegetable, a drop of milk, or even any fresh meat. 



NEW-YORK SECRET COMMITTEE. 

Committee of Secrecy and Inspection, ? 
New-York, July 5, 1775. \ 

The Committee of Secrecy and Inspection do report, 
that being called upon by Messrs. Buchannans to attend 
the landing of a number of passengers from on board the 
snow Christy, Hugh Riley, master, from Greenock, in 
Scotland, bound to Georgia, they carefully inspected the 
chests and baggage of the said passengers ; that they found 
in the chest of Alexander McDonald, of St. George's 
Parish, in Maryland, a parcel of cloths in patterns, and 
several other packages of goods, amounting to (by the in- 
formation of the said McDonald) three hundred Pounds 
sterling, and upwards ; which goods, with tJie owner, were 
sent down on board the said vessel to proceed to the place 
of her destination. They further report, that the brig 
Three Sisters, Captain Neck, departed from this port on 
Monday afternoon, with the goods which she brought into 
port. John Imlay, 

Daniel Phenix, 
William Bedlqw. 
Ordered, That the said McDonald be held up in the 
publick Papers as a violator of the Association of the Con- 
tinental Congress. Isaac Low, Chairman. 



NEW-YOUK COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee, Wednesday, July 5, 
1775. Present: 



Isaac Low, 
Isaac Roosevelt, 
P. V. B. Livingston, 
Lewis Pintard, 
John Berrian, 
Hercules Mulligan, 
Nicholas Bogart, 
John Lamb, 
Victor Bicker, 
John Morton, 
Thomas Ivers, 
John Anthony, 
Daniel Dunscomb, 
Gerret Kettletas, 
Jacob Van Voorhies, 



William W. Ludlow, Jacobus Lefferts, 

Petrus Byvank, John Van Cortlandt, 

Edward Fleming, Abram. Brinkerhoff, 

Nicholas Hoffman, GerardusJJuyckinck, 



RobertRay, 
Joseph Totten, 
John B. Moore, 
William Walton, 
David Beekman, 
Alex. M_cT>ougall, 
Daniel Phenix, 
Abraham Duryee, 
Gab riel W ± Ludlow, 
ThomasTBuchannan, 
George Janeway. 

Low and Mr. Abra- 



John Imlay, 
Richard Sharpe, 
Oliver Templeton, 
William Bedlow, 
Aug. Van Home, 
Richard Yates, 
Abraham Walton, 
Cornelius P. Low, 
Robert Benson, 
Joseph Hallett, 
Henry Remseji, 

Ordered, That Mr. Cornelius P, 
ham Duryee be a Sub-Committee to wait on Dr. Treat, 
and desire him to accompany them to the house of Mr. 
Hopper, who has a negro infected with the Small-Pox ; 
and to devise such ways and mearis to prevent the infection 
from spreading, as they may judge expedient. 

Resolved, That all Masters of Vessels arriving in this 
Port from Great Britain or Ireland, are hereby requested, 
as soon as they conveniently can, or within twenty-four 
hours after their arrival, to make application to the Chair- 
man or Deputy Chairman of this Committee, or to Mr. 
John Imlay, Chairman of the Committee of Inspection, 
and give proper satisfaction that there are not now, nor 
have been in his Vessel this present voyage any Goods or 
Merchandise contrary to the General Association of the 
Continental Congress. And it is hereby recommended to 
all owners of Vessels, or those to whom they may be ad- 
dressed, to inform their Masters of the above Resolve; 
and that no Master do presume to discharge or suffer any 
thing to be taken out of his Vessel until such satisfaction 
has been given, and leave obtained from the Chairman or 
Deputy Chairman aforesaid. ".'..":. ,.._ ;."./. .""..' 

And as attempts may be made to land Goods before the 
Vessels come into this Harbour, as well as out of those 
who may be ordered to depart this_Port : 

Resolved, That if any Pilot, Boatman, or others, shall 
be found assisting in the conveyance of introduction of 
Goods or Merchandise, contrary to the Association of the 
late Congress, or in receiving on shore, or unloading from 
any Vessel any Goods which may have been ordered out 
of the Port, such persons will be deemed enemies to the 
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liberties of America, and will be held forth to the resent- 
ment of the publick; and if any persons privy to such 
measures will .disclose them, they shall receive the thanks 
of the Committee as real friends to their Country. 

Ordered, That William W. Ludlow, Hercules Mulli- 
gan, Oliver Templeton, and Anthony Van Dam, be added 
fcrth.e Committee of Inspection ; and that the names of 
the said Committee be published under the Resolves of 
this day, and in handbills, to be given to the Pilots. 

"Ordered, That the stated days of meeting be altered 
fiom every Monday to Tuesday. 

Dr. The General Committee of Association of New- 
•York, in account with Lewis Pintard, Jacobus 
Lefferts, Henry Remsen, Thomas Marston, and 
Gabriel W. Ludlow^ 

1775.'; /..,.';.'. ..'''. 

June 2, To 1,000 half Johanneses, shipped per Captain 

a Jl. Ljtiivrence, per bill lading, - £3,205 5 9 

June 3, To Cash paid William Vandrill, per 

receipt, - - - - - - 40 19 6 

June 17, To Cash paid do. - 41. .12 8 

To Cash paid Mr. McDougall, - 200 00 

24, To Cash paid do. - 50 00 

July 4, To Cash paid P. V. B. Living ston, 66 16 1 

£3,604 14 

Cr. The Genwal^ffommittee of Association of New- 
York, in account with Lewis Pintard, Jacobus 
Leffer ts, H enry Remsen, Thomas Marston, and 

Ga briel W. Xudl qw. 

1775. By Cash received of sundry persons by Thomas 

Marston, viz: 
May 22, of Nathaniel Marston, 
" of James Jauncey, 
" of Robert Ray, 
" of Isaac Hoosevelt, 
" of Ennis Graham, 
May 25, of Robert G. Livingston, 
:•:'.'.'.£■ »™ of Tucker and Barton, 
" - of Peter Vandervoost, 

" of Henry Remsen, 

" i. of David Van Home, - 
May 27, of William Walton, - 
ff il ^of Rich ard Yates, 
.'■ " ::?£ JsE n Woodward, 
'" 1 of Daniel Ludlow, 
. li .^^orCTiHstian Smith, 
May 29, of Samuel Broome & Co., - 

"■ . of Peter Clopper, 
'■. -;.- M J-, of Alexander Ttobertson &. Co., 

'•'* -of DIrck Lefferts, 
Mqy 30, of David Provoosts, 
June 2, of Augustus Van Cortlandt, - 



By Cash received of sundry persons, by L. 

Pintard, viz: 
May 26, of Samuel Verplanck, - 
May 30, of William Cockroft, - 
June 1, of Peter T. Curtenius, 
" of William Neilson, - 



By Cash received by N. Hoffman of sundry 

person?, viz: 
May 27, ofTheodorus Van Wyck, - 
■?« .--of Abraham Brinkerhoff, 
■" of Jolin Outhout, - 

" .'_' .ofGarret Abeel, - 

" of John Crugar, - 
.". " of Ludlow and Shaw, - - - 
'" "ofP|tjr]Hesjer, - 

"" "ofTjeonard Kipp, - 

«' . 5; QfTbjoxaaxf en Eyck, 
v ^orExgrLByvanck, Jr., 
.. <( oTIAjndrew _HammersIey, 
" of Edmund Seaman - - 
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25 
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£385 


00 



By Cash received by J. Lefferts, of sundry 

persons, viz: 
May 23, of Eleazer Miller, 

" of Hugh Gaine, ... 

" of John Stites, - 

" of Comfort Sajrids, ... 



By Cash received by W. W. Gilbert of sundry 

persons, viz : 
June 15, of Abraham Van Dyke, 
'.-, -of Manassa Salter, - 



By Cash received by C. P. Low, of sundry 
persons, viz: 

June 1, of Cornelius Tiebout, - 

" of Humphrey Jones, - - 

" of Nicholas Jones, - - - 



£30 00 
30 00 
30 00 
50 00 



£140 00 



£100 00 
25 00 

£125 00 



By Cash received by Gilbert W. Ludlow of 

sundry persons, viz : 
May 19, of Leonard Lispenard, 

" of Peter V. B. Livingston, - 

" of John Broome, 

" of Richard Sharpe, ... 

" of James Beekman, - - - 

" of Gerardus Duyckinck, 

" of Gerardus G. Beekman, 

" of Samuel Judah, - » - 

" of Peter Kettletas, 



By Cash received of sundry persons, by Petrus 

Byvanck, viz : 
June 2, of Lawrence Kortright, 

" of Richard Seaman, 

" of James Cromeline, - -■ — - 



June 15, By Cash received by Frederick Jay 
from David Clarkson, - - - 
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£500 00 



£50 00 
50 00 
50 00 




Total, 



£3,604 14 



The Committee met, Friday, July 7, 1775. Present: 



Henry Remsen, 
Gabriel W. Ludlow, 
Frederick Jay, 
Daniel Phenix, 
Gerardus Duyckinck, 
Evert Banker, 
Robert Ray, 
John White, 
Joseph Totten, 
William W. Ludlow, 
Abraham P. Lott, 
Gabriel H. Ludlow, 
Francis BasBett, 
Anthony Van Dam, 



George Janeway; ~ 
Nicholas Roosevelt, 
Cornelius P. Low, 
Edward Fleming, 
William Denning, 
William Bedlow, 
Hercules Mulligan, 
DanierXSunsconib, 
Nicholas Bogart, 
John Morton, 
John Anthony, 
Abraham Duryee, 
Comfort Sands, 



Victor Bicker, 
John Lasher, 
John Woodward, 
Lewis Pintard, 
Nicholas Hoffman, 
Rich ard jjhajrpe, 
Teremiah Tlatt, 
Eleazer Miller, 
~JoRn Berrian, 
TEcophilus A nthony, 
JohnTlecde, 
Joseph Bull, 
Thomas Tyere. 



A Letter dated Elizabethtown, July 6th, 1775, from 
Jonathan Hampton, received and read, setting forth, Mr. 
McLeod, a native of this Province, set out yesterday from 
thence to join his Regiment at Boston. 

Ordered, That Mr. C. P. Lowell-. Fleming, and Mr. 
Bedlow, wait on the Provincial Congress with the above 
Letter, for their opinion thereon. 

The Committee returned with the following order, viz: 

'.' In Provincial Congress, July 7, 1775. 

" Ordered, That the Committee of the C ity and Coun- 
ty of New-York do take the body of William^McLeod, 
Ensign of the Fifty-Second Regiment of Foot at Boston, 
and send him in safe castody to the Committee of Eliza- 
bethtown. And it is lecommended tojhe Committee of 
New- York not to use unnecessary violence, but" to treat 
him with all possible lenity, as a gentleman and a sol- 
dier." 

Ordered, That Mr. Henry Remsen pay unto Mr. John 
Lamb the. sum of eleven Pounds, seven Shillings, and six 
Pence, for his expenses to Philadelphia^ on ihe business of 
this Committee. ■ '":' -=vr - ~ -.'.-. --...'-. 
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BURNET MILLER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Southampton, July 5, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The Committees of East and Southamp- 
ton taking into their serious consideration the remote situa- 
tion from the head-quarters at New-York, and much ex- 
posed to the ravages of our unnatural enemy at this day, 
with regard to our stock in our common field, at the point of 
Montauk. it being remote from the inhabitants, where any 
number may land at pleasure, take away our stock, which 
is large, not less than two thousand neat cattle, and three or 
four thousand sheep, which, if taken away, would greatly 
distress us, and give them support, which would by no 
means do. 

Now, considering our situation, we request your honour- 
able House to petition General Schuyler that a number 
of troops be stationed at Montauk, and that the company 
now raising here may be a part, until a matter of more im- 
portance shall call them away. We are of the opinion that 
our inhabitants would do what in them lies to give assist- 
ance, in case any attempt should be made to take off the 
stock, but the distance of the inhabitants is eighteen or 
twenty miles. And as Gardiner's Island lies adjacent, 
and is much exposed, also Shelter Island-, Plum Island, 
and Oyster Pond Point, we think a number of whale-boats 
would be proper to "employ, that assistance may be given 
from one part to the other. We have a number of boats 
that are of no use in this season that might be got for the 
design, if the General should think proper to order troops 
at this part oTthe Island, which we hereby petition may t)e 
done. 1 am, gentlemen, &,c. 

By order of the Committee : 

Burnet Miller, Chairman. 

To the Provincial. Congress sitting at New- York. 



JOSEPH. JOHNSON (a MOHEGAN INDIAN) TO THE NEW-YORK 
CONGRESS. 

Hartford, July 5, A. D. 1775. 
Honourable Gentlemen : With a due sense of my 
unworthiness as an Indian, and with a high and proper 
esteem of your very worthy persons, I humbly write the 
following, and with a sense of my indebtedness to your 
Honours and the benevolent inhabitants of the City of 
New-York, for favours past. Honourable gentlemen, 
since my arrival to my own native place, 1 have been in- 
formed that some of my New-England brethren have, been 
very busy in spreading false reports, or in representing 
things in a very wrong light, not only to my disadvantage, 
but even to the.hazard of my life ; by which false represen- 
tations I have been almost discouraged of undertaking to 
go to visit my western brethren, of which visit, if I am hin- 
dered, may be damage to my dear friends, the Americans. 
But duly considering the consequences of my not going, 
and very well sensible that the Oneidas, my western 
brethren, are in daily expectation of my return, I feel a 
disposition still to go the intended journey, let the conse- 
quencej i_.be what they will. My love to the country in 
which I .was born, and educated, and my regard for my 
brethren westward, animates me to step forward, though 
at the expense of. my very life. 

Honourable gentlemen, it has been represented to my 
Connecticut _ friends, the English, by some of the Indians 
that have been westward with me, that I have been a grand 
enemy to my country; or, in other words, that I have turned 
a high tory, the which they cannot possibly prove. All 
that they can allege or bring in proof is, that I was long 
with Colonel Johnson, some times underarms, which, if I 
bad /.me, I could answer for to the .satisfaction of all un- 
prejudiced persons. But they cannot possibly say that 
they ever ""heard three words during the whole of the time 
that we were .together in that westward country, that I 
said any thing against my country or the Americans, 
whereby I discovered any disaffection to the noble, spirited 
Americans, either in any private or publick conversation. 
No, honourable gentlemen, but quite the contrary. I have 
ever spoken, both in publici and private, the sentiments of 
my heart to my New-England brethren; and they are 
witnesses themselves/with __wha.t wajnith of heart, in our 
private and publick conversations, antf in which conversa- 
tions.!, have .expressed my loveand regard for Americans, 
and they know how I have often said I was willing to 



suffer and bleed, yea, even die, with the injured Ameri- 
cans. And, honourable gentlemen, my mind is the same 
as ever ; and I can boldly say this for the truth, that I 
firmly believe that there has not been a truer friend to this 
North America than myself, of all the New-England In- 
dians that went up to the western country in order to settle. 
1 have embraced every opportunity to compose the minds 
of the western Indians, and I have repeatedly exhorted 
them to be peaceable. And I have had very good oppor- 
tunity to converse vvith the western Indians from time to 
time, and I rejoice that I can discourse with them in their 
own language, and feel encouraged when I reflect how 
much they attended to the things that I laid before them 
from time to time; and 1 am sensible of their growing 
affection towards me, notwithstanding there have been many 
that have vainly and unlawfully endeavoured to render me 
despicable in their eyes. 

Honourable gentlemen, I perceive that I have many 
very inveterate enemies of my own Indian acquaintances, 
more especially some that have been up with me. They 
envy me, as Joseph of old was envied, and they have al- 
ready laid a snare for my life. They envy me for the 
respect that 1 receive from the white people every where, 
and more especially they envy me that I have so much in- 
fluence among my western brethren. These persons, .not 
considering the overruling hand of Providence, which 
makes high and makes low, which exalts and debases ac- 
cording to his divine pleasure, make known their folly by 
venting their rage against a poor, frail, and short -coming 
creature Tike myself. I acknowledge" that I am a poor im- 
perfect creature as to things of religion, and that in many 
things I fall short; yet the resolution of my heart is: to 
press forward in the ways of piety and duty. And, hon- 
ourable gentlemen, I rejoice greatly that we are not to be 
saved by works ; no, but we are directed by the divine 
revelation to put all our hopes and ground our confidence 
on Jesus Christ alone, for salvation.. So his complete 
righteousness I plead before my offended God, when I 
find myself overtaken with some surprising sin. 

The above I wrote, knowings that the persons will make 
use of every failure that they can possibly find or discern, 
m order to render me despicable both at home and abroad, 
and so render me useless both to rny country and to "my 
poor sinking nation ; for the prosperity of both, my soul 
seems truly to be engaged in. But , as to the affa irs of this 
world, I believe I am as faithfuTasimy one, and would.not 
give the right hand to any Indian of my acquaintance to do 
business amongst the back nations, being very well ac- 
quainted with their manners and customs, and can speak 
their language considerable well. 

Honourable gentlemen, I cannot see vvith what face 
these malicious persons can falsely say that T was an enemy 
to the country, when they consider that I have a compa- 
nion here in Connecticut, whom I value as dear as my own 
life, and a young babe dear to me as nature can make; it. 
Can they, with any expectation of success, go on their 
infernal design of ensnaring my life, when persons know 
that all my dearest connexions in life are and have been 
amongst the people in New-England, during the time that 
I was in the western country? I flatter myself that they 
will not succeed, 

Honourable gentlemen, I would just inform you .that 
yesterday the honourable Assembly was graciously pleased 
to appoint a Committee to hear what one of my enemies 
_had to say or allege against me. The Indian's name is 
Elijah Weampy, of Farmington, a subtle, crafty person. 
And this very same peTson had spoke, in our private con- 
versation, very improper and unkind. words__against_ the 
New-England people with indignation ; with which he__was 
charged yesterday, and denied not, before evidence ; two 
of the Indians that was up to Oneida with us, being Sam- 
uel Adams and John Sock, who heard him more than 
once. It is very likely that your Honours will soon see 
the judgment formed concerning the matfer by the hon- 
ourable Assembly of this Colony, as it is requested that it 
might be made as publick as the report concerning myself 
has been ; likely it will be in the next papers. I hope to 
have the honour of being more closely examined by your 
Honours when I shall return, from. the. Oneida country, 
by which time I humbly nope I may have the pleasure of 
giving your Honours general satisfaction. And I humbly 
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hope that no stories may hinder your Honours from send- 
ing the message to the back nations, which your Honours 
proposed when I was at New-York. And your Honours 
may be assured that lam, have been, and still will be a 
tr ue friendlo the American Colonies ; and I hope that your 
H^r^ur^JJ^aJJjhat^ knew me may soon be convinced of 
rtfy love to my Country, and of my real friendship to the 
Colonies, \am yours, to serve, 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress of New- York. 

P- S. J ffiQuld just inform your Honours that I purpose, 
by divine ieave, to set off from Mohegan, my native place, 
the twelfth of this instant, or before; so I humbly hope 



that your Honours would send ample directions to Albany 
for me as soon as possible. Although I leave my com- 
panion as my own self, and seemly more, and the pleasure 
in being among friends and acquaintances, yet duty obli- 
gates me, methinks, to take this one journey more, hoping 
I may be a means, by the blessing of our gracious Lord, of 
preventing much blood being spilt. So I go cheerfully, 
though I should never return. 

I am, with great esteem, yours to serve, 

Joseph Johnson. 

N. B. Should I be deprived of my life, and never re- 
turn, 1 humbly recommend to your mercy my beloved 
companion. I am, ut ante. 



COXNECTICUT ASSEMBLY. 

Aimo Regni Regis Georgii tertii 15to, 1775. 

At a General Assembly of the Governour and Company 
of the English Colony of Connecticut in New-England, 
in America , h olden at Hartford, by special order of the 
Governour of said Colony, on Saturday, the first day of 
July, Annoq. Domini 1775. Present : 

The Bsvmm^g, Jonathan Trumbull,, Esquire, Govern- 
our; the Honourable Matthew Griswold, Esquire, Depuiy- 
Governonf ; Jabez Hamlin, Elishn Sheldon, Jabez Hunt- 
ington, Willia m Pitkin, Abraham Davenport, William 
Samuel JhJm son, Oliver Wolcott, and Samuel Hunting- 
ton, Esquires, Assistants. 

Representatives or Deputies of the Freemen of the 
several Towns_jre as /follow, viz: 

HABTFORjD^^^i,,,/oft2i,^^Hrt, Col. Samuel Wyllys. 

WE^THERsrmcD.^-Colonel Thomas Belding. 
■ East- Windsor.— Mr. William Wolcott, Colonel Erastus 
Wolcott. 

Symsbtjrt.-- Capt. Judah Holcomb, Mr. Asahel Holcomb. 

Windsor.— |>ptain Henry Allyn, Captain John Phelps. 
• Farmingtwt— Colonel haar, J.e.e., Mr. Jonathan Hoot. 

Suffieltj;— Mr. Alexander King, Captain John Lcavitt. 

EAST-HAnp^^^-^r. Daniel Brainard, Mr. Jabez Chap- 
man. "~ ^ " 
_ STAjFOR%.-^M^JsggcPinney, Captain Samuel Davis. 

H.AijoAM.-^Captain Joseph Brooks, Mr. Joseph Smith. 

CoLCHETsTjrf;-— ^ Colonel Henry Champion, Doctor John 
Watro us. ~ > _ JT , _,_ 

SoMERS-,— ' Mr. Reu ben Sikes, Captain Emery Pease. 

HEBRON,--Capiain Benjamin Buell, Captain Obadiah 



-Captain Jonathan Wells, Mr. Ebenezer 



Hosford. 
G^astenbtirt. 

PJjummer^_ 

MipiBLETOwg:,— Col. Matthew Talcott, Mr. Titus Hos- 

mer. _7777. ;"_. 
Bolton,— -Mr. Benjamin Trumbull. 
Tplland,— Colonel Samuel Chap-man. 
Willington. — Major Elijah Fenton, Captain Timothy 

Pearl, 
Enfield;.— tjtaj". Nathaniel ferry, Mr. Nathaniel Chapin. 
Chatha m.— Mr, David Sage, Mr, Ebenezer White. 
NEW^AVESv-^Mx^'SajMMe? Bishop, Capt. Jonathan Fitch. 
Durham,— Colonei James Wadsworih, Mr. Daniel Hall. 
Guilford, — -Air. John Burgess. 
Derby. — Captain Jo hn Holbrook, Mr. Joseph Hull. 
Waterbii ry.— ^ - Ms^ Jo seph Hopkins, Col. John Baldwin. 
MiLroRD.-^jvfi;. JEphraim Strong. 
Branford. — Capt. Edward Russell, Mr. Daniel Page. 
Wallingfoud. — Mr. Samuel Beach, Captain Thaddeus 

Cook. 
New-London.— Mr. Richard Law, Mr. William tlil- 

housr. ^ 

Norwich. — Mr. Benjamin Huntington. 

Stonington.— Mi. Nathanitl Minor. 

KiLLivcwoRTir. — C j plain Elnathan Stevens, Captain 

John Jierjon. 
Groton. — Mr. Thomas Mumfnrd, Mr. Nathan Gallop. 
Preston. —Captain Roger Stcrry. 
L^e. — MrZMmsli/ldd Parsons, Mr. Ezra Selden. 
S aybroo k . — -C a ptai n Benjamin Williams. 
FAiRFiEr,D.^Mr. Jonathan Sturgess, Captain Samuel 
Squier. 



Stratford. — Captain Robert Fairchild, Colonel Ichabod 

Lewis. 
Stamford. — Colonel Charles Webb. 
Ridgefield. — Captain Lemuel Morehouse. 
Redding.— Mr. William Hawley. 
Norwalk. — Colonel Thomas Fitch. 
New-Fairfield.— Mr, Ephraim Hubbell. 
Greenwich. — Colonel John Mead. 
Newtown, — Mr. John Beach, 
Windham.— Colonel Jedediah Elderkin, Mr. ' Ebenezer 

Devotion. ..._._"...._.. ._ ...-. = _ _ 

Lebanon. — Col. William Williams, Mr. Jonathan Trum- 
bull, J un. ■■■-■-■ ----- — 
Mansfield. — Mr. Nathaniel Atwood. ~ 
Woodstock. — Captain Elisha Child, Captain Samuel Mc- 

Clellen. 
Coventry. — Captain Ebenezer Kingsbury, Mr. Jeremiah 

Ripley. 
Canterbury.— Mr. David Pain, Mr. Eliashib Adams. 
Killingly.— Mr. Stephen Crosby, Captain Eleazer War- 
ner. 
Pomfret. — Mr. Elisha Lord. 
Ashford. — Captain Benjamin Sumner, Captain Ichabod 

Ward. 
Plainfield.— Captain James Bradford' Mr. William 

Robinson. 
Voluntown, — Major James Gordon, Mr. Robert Hunter. 
Litchfield. — Mr. Jedediah Strong. 
Woodbury. — Mr. Daniel Sherman, Captain Increase 

Moseley. ""~: :,~."~~.-.:\ 

Salisbury, — Col. Joshua Porter, Capt. Abiel Camp. 
Kent.-— Mr. Ephraim Hubbell, Jun., Captain Eliphalet 

Whittlesey. ^ 

Canaan, — Mi. Asahel Bebee, Captain SamuelForbes. 
Sharon.— Major Ebenezer Gay, Mr. James Pardy. 
New-Milford. — Major Samuel Can/ie/rf, "Captain Sher- 
man Boardman. --- 

Goshen. — Col. Ebenezer Norton, Capt. Samuel Nash. 
New-Hartford. — Major Abel Merrill, Mr. Zebulon 

Merrill. 
Cornwall.— Mr. Hcman Sivift, Capt. Thomas Porter. 
Torrington. — Major Ephraim Shelden. 
Harwinton. — Mr. Jonah Phelps, Mr. Mark Prindle. 

William Williams, Esquire, Speaker ' oTTheHousToniep- 
resentatives ; Richard Law, Esquire, Clerk. 

An Act in addition to an Act entitled An Act for Assem- 
bling, Equipping, Sfc, a number of the Inhabitants of 
this Colony, for the special defence and safety thereof, 
passed at the General Assembly held at Hartford, by 
special order of the Governour, on Wednesday, the 

2*6;A day of April, 1775. "' __ J _ 77777 Z 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre- 
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the author- 
ity of the same, That in addition to, and re-enforcement pi 
the inhabitants in and by said Act directed to be assem- 
bled, &c, a further body of fourteen hundred Men, ex- 
clusive of commissioned Officers, be forthwith enlisted, 
equipped, accoutred, and assembled, for the special de- 
fence: :and safety of this Colony, to serve during the plea- 
sure of this Assembly, not exceeding five months, and to 
be led and conducted as the General Assembly shall order; 
that the inhabitants so to be en) isted and assem bled I ,shai 1 1 
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be formed into two Regiments of ten Companies each, and 
each Company consist of seventy non-commissioned Offi- 
cers and Privates, besides commissioned Officers, with the 
same n umber o f Fie ld, Commissioned, and Staff" Officers, 
as in the Regiments already raised and assembled for the 
defence of this Colony, by the Act aforesaid ; and that 
the said Troops, both Officers and Soldiers, shall receive 
the same Bounty, Pay, allowance for Arms, Blankets, 
Knapsacks, Accoutrements, and Provisions ; be furnished 
with the same quantity of Ammunition, and in every re- 
spect be under the same regulations as in and by said Act 
is already provided and directed for the Troops assembled 
for the defence of this Colony. 

This Assembly do appoint the persons hereafter named 
to the respective offices hereinafter mentioned, to take com- 
mand of the inhabitants to be enlisted for the special de- 
fence and safety of this Colony, in addition to the six Regi- 
ments heretofore raised for the same purpose, to lead and 
conduct them as the General Assembly shall order; and 
his Honour the Governour is desired, and he is hereby au- 
thorized and empowered to give Commissions, according to 
the form provided and ordered, for each respective Officer, 
according to his office and rank, and Warrants to such as 
are on the Staff, viz : 

Seventh Regiment. 
First Company. — This Assembly do appoint Charles 
Webb, Esquire, Colonel of the Seventh Regiment, and 
Captain; Ebenezer Hill, Captain- Lieutenant; Stephen 
BeU, Jun., Second Lieutenant ; Sylvanus Mead, En- 
sign. ; 
Second Company. — Street Hall, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel 
of the Seventh Regiment, and Captain ; William Hull, 
First Lieutenant ; Stephen Potter, Second Lieutenant ; 
Titus Moss, Ensign. 
Third Company. — Jonathan Lattimer, Jun., Esq., Major 
" _and Captain ; Nathan Hale, First Lieutenant ; John 
Belsher, Second Lieutenant ; Joseph Hilliard, Ensign. 
Fourth Company. — Joseph Hoit, Captain ; Joseph Aldm 
Wright, First Lieutenant ; Gamaliel Northrup, Junior, 
Second Lieutenant; John Odell, Ensign. 
Fifth Company. — Nathaniel Tuttlc, Captain ; John Wat- 
kins, First Lieutenant ; Samuel Gibbs, Second Lieuten- 
ant; Samuel Hurlburt, Ensign. 
Sixth Company. — Edward Shipman, Captain; Aaron 
SUvwj, First Lieutenant; _Lemuel Nichols, Second 
Lieutenant; John Shumway, Ensign. 
Seventh Company. — Isaac Bostwick, Captain ; Jesse Kim- 
ball, First Lieutenant; Peter Mills, Second Lieutenant: 
Daniel Brirismaid, Ensign. 
Eighth Company .^William Gaylord HubbeU, Captain; 
John Trowbridge, First Lieutenant ; Jesse Cook, Se- 
conds Lieutenant ; Da vid Lilly, Ensign. 
Ninth Company. — Peter Perrit, Captain ; John Yates, 
First Lieutenant ; Henry Firman, Second Xiigutenani ; 
Ch arles P ond, Ensign. 
Tenth Company. — Eli Leavenworth, Captain; William 
Rossiter, First Lieutenant ; Peter Johnson, Second 
Lieutenant ; Robert Lewis, Ensign. 
RevewXf<l_Samuel Bird, Chaplain of the Seventh Regi- 
ment. 
'Francis : For gue, Surgeon; Ebenezer Beardslee, Isaac 
Swift, Surgeon's Mates of the Seventh Regiment. 

Eighth Regiment. 

First Company. — Jedediah Huntington, Esq., Colonel of 
the Eighth Regiment, and Captain ; Asa Kingsbury, 
Captain Lieutenant; Jonathan Brewster, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Phineas L. Tracy, Ensign. 

Second Company. — John Douglass, Esquire, Lieutenant- 
Colonel and Captain ; Elezur Hubbard, First Lieuten- 
ant; Moses Campbell, Second Lieutenant; Nathaniel 
Bingham, Ensign. 

Third Comp any. — Joel Clark, Esq., Major and Captain; 
Abiel Pease, First Lieutenant ; Epaphras Andrus, Se- 
cond Lieutenant; Abraham Wright, Ensign. 

Fourth Company.— <Elihu Humphrey, Captain ; Ebenezer 
F. Bissell, First Lieutenant ; Timothy Cossett, Second 
Lieutenant; Jonathan Ftlley, Ensign. 

Fifth Company. — Charles Ellsworth, Jr., Captain; Moses 
Hall, First Lieutenant; Samuel Bancroft, Second Lieu- 
tenant; BarziUai Markham, Ensign, . 



Sixth Company. — Abijah Rowley, Captain; Zebediah 

Farnum, First Lieutenant ; Epaphras Bidl, Second 

Lieutenant; Joseph Tucker, Ensign. 
Seventh Company. — Daniel Lyon, Captain ; Elijah Sharp, 

First Lieutenant ; Joseph Burgess, Second Lieutenant ; 

John Sumner, Ensign. 
Eighth Company. — Joseph Jewett, Captain; Jabez Fitch, 

Jun., First Lieutenant ; Nathaniel Gove. Second Lieu- 
tenant ; EHsha Leffingwell, Ensign. 
Ninth Company. — Abraham Tyler, Captain; Timothy 

Percival, First Lieutenant; Solomon Orcut, Second 

Lieutenant ; Aaron Hale, Ensign. 
Tenth Company. — John Ripley, Captain ; Thomas Tyrrel, 

First Lieutenant; Joel Chamberlin, Secoud Lieutenant; 

John Vaughan, Ensign. 
Reverend John Ellis, Chaplain of the Eighth Regiment. 
Philip Turner, Surgeon ; Albigens Waldo, Silas Holmes, 

Surgeon's Mates of the Eighth Regiment. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Commissions and 
Warrants for the Officers in the Troops now to be raised 
for the defence of. this Colony, be of the same tenour with 
those given to the officers already in the service, and shall 
bear date the sixth day of July instant. 

And it is further Resolved, That in case any of the Offi- 
cers now appointed by this Assembly shall decline the 
service, his Honour the Governour be, and he is hereby 
directed and empowered to supply such vacancies. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That there be provided forty- 
eight Markee or Officers' Tents, and two hundred and 
thirty-three Tents for Private Soldiers ; two hundred and 
eighty-one Iron Pots, that will contain about ten quarts 
each, or Tin Kettles ; fourteen Brass Kettles, that wilLcon- 
tain from eight to twelve gallons each, for the use of each 
Regiment; six liundred Wooden Bowls, three Frying Pans 
for the use of each Company, fourteen hundred quart Can- 
teens, twenty Drums and forty Fifes, all for the use of the 
Troops; one Standard for each Hegiment, distinguished 
by their colour as follows, viz : for the Seventh, Blue; for 
the Eighth, Orange ; a Medicine Chest and Apparatus, to 
the value of thirty Pounds, under the direction of the re- 
spective Surgeons, and that whatever of Medicine or Ap- 
paratus shall be left or not used, be retumecTlor the use of 
the Colony ; about fifteen Books in quarto, consisting of 
one quire of paper, and covered with cartridge paper; half 
a ream of Writing Paper; also three reams of Paper for 
forming Cartridges, and also one Cart or W T agon for each 
Company. 

And it is further Resolved by this Assembly, That the 
allowance of Provisions for said Troops be as the allowance 
already made to the Troops ordered to be raised by this 
Assembly in April last, and that they be provided with 
Arms and Ammunition, in the same manner and proportion 
as the Troops already raised. 

An Act for supplying the Troops, ordered to be raised for 
the special defence and safety of this Colony, with neces- 
sary Fire- Arms. 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Represent- 
atives in General Court assembled, and by authority of the 
same, That each inhabitant who shall enlist into (lie Seventh 
and Eighth Regiments, now to be raised for the defence of 
this Colony, shall be furnished with good and sufficient 
Fire-Arms ; that each enlisted Inhabitant that shall pro- 
vide Arms for himself, well fixed with a good Bayonet and 
Cartouch Box, shall be paid a premium of ten shillings ; 
and in case such Arms. are lost by inevitable casualty, "such 
inhabitant, providing himseiras aforesaid, shall be allowed 
and paid the just value of said Arms and Implements: so 
lost, deducting only said sum of t'.n shillings allowed as 
aforesaid, said premium of ten shillings to be paid as soon 
as such inhabitants shall provide such Arms as aforesaid ; 
and in case any householder or other person shall volun- 
tarily furnish any enlisted inhabitant, not able to furnish 
Arms for himself, with a good Gun, well fixed with, a 
Bayonet and Cartouch Box, he shall have and receive a. 
premium of ten shillings, and in case of loss shall receive 
the value thereof, deducting said ten shillings as aforesaid ; 
that where the aforesaid provision fails, sufficient Arms 
shall.be purchased to supply said inhabitants that shall 
enlis,t as aforesaid by the Selectmen of th'atTTown in which 
they dwell, or either of them, which Selectmen shall de- . 
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liver the Anns they shall purchase to the Captain of the 
' Company to which such person, for whose use the same is 
purchased, shall belong, taking his receipt therefor: and the 
said Selectmen shall lodge the receipt they shall so take 
with the Committee of the Pay-Table, and shall likewise 
exhibit to said Committee their account of the cost of such 
Arms which shall be allowed by said Committee, who shall 
thereupon draw their order on the Treasurer in favour of 
such Selectmen, for the amount of their accounts of the 
cost. of purchasing such Arms accordingly. And if it shall 
so happen that a sufficient supply of Arms cannot he pro- 
cured in the several methods, before directed, then sufficient 
Arms, to make g nnc | tne deficiency, shall be impressed, 
Completely to arm and equip said inhabitants that shall 
so'enlist as aforesaid, the said impress to be limited only 
to the Arms belonging to the householders and other per- 
sons not 'oii'llie military roll; and that every person from 
whom any Gun shall be impressed as aforesaid, shall be 
paid for the use of such Gun the sum of four shillings, and 
in case of loss s hal l be paid the just value of said Gun, 
deducting the sum of four shillings aforesaid. 

And '.M_iL further enacted, That a particular account 
shall be taken D y t j ]e Captain, or chief officer of every Com- 
pany, of the j_ Arms that may be used, distinguishing such 
as jtfie SgH^smay provide for themselves, such as are 
lent by Itousje HoTder s and others, such as are purchased by 
the Selectmen, and such as are impressed by virtue of this 
; .Act; wn'o sHalj cause the same to be appraised by indiffe- 
rent judges, and transmit such account, with the appraise- 
ment, to'tJieP omin ittee of the Pay-Table. And that if any 
enlisted Soldier, through negligence, shall Jose or damage 
l k<%, A rm s JWo |Uk J^P».Ag a foresai d , sue h loss or damage 
shall be aeau ctea as aforesaid. And it shall be the duty 
of the Captain, or chief officer of every Company, when; 
the said enJisterTTnhabitants shal,l be discharged from the 
service for which tjiey ate assembled, to receive from them 
and *ecure_tbe Aims_bpi rowed, purchased, or impressed by 
virtue of tins A.ct, that the same may be returned to their 
proper owner, or secured for the use of this Colony. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Committee" ap- 
pointed by Act oT Assembly of May last, to procure Fire- 
Arms for the..u^s.jQf jhis Colony, be authorized, and they 
are hereby fully authorized and empowered to contract for 
arjd purchase, such nu mbers (of Arms of such construction 
axffe ordered m^ajd „Act) as are directed therein, and that 
they be fuTly*auTnorized and empowered to draw on the 
Treasurer fox payment for the same; and the Treasurer is 
hereby ordered Jo pay the same accordingly. 

*ll e4 ' %-CS / j flw Assembly, That his Honour the Govern- 
Ouijand tEgJTpuncil appointed to assist him in the recess 
Qf j! ie Assembly, Jie, and they are hereby authorized and 
empowefedjo aTrectTnd order the marches and stations of 
the inhabitants Jnjiw to be^enljsted and assembled, and that 
•',a'p or sliaJ^| v e.n,Usjed or assembled for the special de- 
fence of the "C ojo ny, or any part or parts of them as they 
shall judge necessary for the publick service, and give all 
n ^i?sary tirders and directions, from time to time, for the 
-purchasing, supply ing, an d arming said inhabitants, or that 
nlly be enlisted, in e very respect and to every purpose that 
nidy be niedjuI7to render the defence of the Colony ef- 
fectual. 

... %csolyed^hy this Assembly, That Jabez Hamlin, Mal- 
' tkcw.,Talcott, ami Titus Hosmer, Esquires, the Committee 
appointeOy this Assembly in May last.to work the Lead 
,MlD4 in Midd letow n, and refine the Ore for the use of the 
Colgny, be, and the y jirehereby ordered and directed, to 
proceed mthe husih ess and matters as directed by said Act; 
a-Q^.J epbls them t ocarry the same into execution, that 
they receive out of the Colony Treasury such sum or sums 
of money as- may be necessary to enable them to carry the 
sanjgrinto exec ution, and th ereof to render their account to 
this Assembly] and the Committee of the Pay -Table are 
hereby directed to draw on the Treasurer for. such. sums as 
saidlConr mjtIee,^r mana ging said M'ine, shall find neces- 
sary for the purpose af oresaid . 

tks°ki$ by [his Assembly, That two Vessels of a' suit- 
ah!e^burde,nbe im^dj^yjitted out, and armed with a 
proffer number orCannon, Swivel Guns and Small-Arms, 
andjurnis hedlwith n ecess ary warlike stores, and well offi- 
cered., and canned, for the defence of the.Sea-Co.asts in this 



Colony, under the care and direction of his Honour the 
Governour, and Committee of Council appointed to assist 
him in the recess of the General Assembly, who are hereby 
authorized and directed to procure, furnish, and employ 
the same accordingly. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That his Honour the Go- 
vernour be directed and empowered to draw out of tho 
Colony Treasury, and de]\_yerAo Walter Livingston, Esq., 
as soon as may be, the sum of fifteen thousand Pounds, in 
bills of credit of this Colony, and take his receipt for the 
same, agreeable to the request of General Philip Schuyler; 
and also that the Governour and Council be directed and 
empowered to furnish said General Schuyler with such 
quantity of Ammunition as they shall judge proper and 
safe, considering the state and circumstances of this Colony. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That his Honour the Go- 
vernour be, and he is hereby directed to make a kind and 
friendly answer to the Speech sent by the Oneida Indians, 
and that a Belt of Wampum be procured and sent to them, 
and that the sum of twelve Pounds, for the expense and 
cost of transmitting the same, be paid out of the publick 
Treasury of this Colony, and that his Honour the Govern- 
our be also desired to direct Colonel Hinman to assure the 
Indians of the peaceable disposition of the people of this 
Colony towards them. 

This Assembly do appoint, authorize, and direct the 
Honourable Jabez Hamlin, Esq., to collect and receive the 
Saltpetre and Sulphur that maybe found in the several 
Towns in this Colony, and to send the same, with all con- 
venient despatch, to the Powder-Mills in Dutchess County, 
in the Province of New- York, to be made into Powder, 
and that he apply to the Pay-Table for the money that 
may be necessary for the service aforesaid, and account at 
that office for the expenditure t hereof . 

Resolved by this Assembly, That his Honour the Go- 
vernour be, and he is hereby authorized and empowered to 
grant permits for the exportation out of this Colony by 
water, of live Cattle and Provisions, in such cases and to 
such ports and places as he shall judge necessary and expe- 
dient, for the publick service^ 

Whereas, a sum of Money is necessary for payment of 
Interest, the charges of Government : 

Be it enact.ed._by the Governour, Council, and Represent- 
atives in General Court ass embled , and by the authority 
of the same, That there be forthwith imprinted the sum of 
fifty thousand .Pounds, Bills of Credit on this Colony, equal 
to lawful money, of suitable den omin ations as the Commit- 
tee herein appointed shall dirccI, == an(rol" the same tenour 
with the late emissions of Bills of Credit of this Colony, 
without interest, payable at or before the last day of De- 
cember, Anno Domini 1779, dated the first day of July, 
Anno Domini. 1775; and Jabez Hamlin, JViUiam Pitkin, 
George Wyllys, Elisha BWiams, Benjamin Payne, Tho- 
mas Seymour, and Jesse Root, Esquires, or any three of 
them, are appointed a Committee for the purpose aforesaid, 
to take care said bills be imprinted with all convenient 
speed, and to sign and deliver the sam e to the Treasurer 
of ibis Colony, taking his receipt therefor. And the said 
Committee shall., be sworn.to a faithful discharge of their 
trust; and the Treasurer is hereby directed to pay out said 
bills according to the orders of Assembly. 

And for providing an ample and sufficient fund, to call 
in, sink, and discharge the aforesaid. sum, to be emitted as 

aforesaid, 

Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That a Tax of 
seven Pence on the Pound, be and is__hereby granted and 
ordered to be levied on all, the Polls and rateable Estate . 
in this Colony, according to the list thereof to be brought 
into this Assembly in October, 1777, with the additions, 
which Taxes shall be collected and paid into the Treasury 
of this Colony by the last day of December , Anno JJonmii 
1779; which Tax may be discharged by paying the bills of 
this Colony of .this emission, or lawful money ; and the 
Tregigrgr .^of this Colgny is hereby ordered and directed 
to send forth his warrants for colle cting the same accoid- 
ingly. .„ . . -.:;--. .......:;.,..._...:;.; .:.._:_„.„..; .^ 

Upon the Memorial of Captain Delaplace, Brigade- 
Major Andrew P. Skene, and Ensign Jos. Moland, pray- 
ing that they may be kept together and not separated, as 
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they apprehend to be intended; as per Memorial on file, Assembly, and the Officers and Troops under their corn- 
dated July 6th, 1775: mand ; of their concern that they have been so far over- 
Resolved by this Assembly, That the memorialists afore- looked in the appointment of General Officers by them, 
said be not at present separated. And it is further Resolved, and of the probable inconveniences that may ensue; at the 
That said memorialists be removed from the Town of Hart- same time testifying their sense of the singular merit of 
ford, and kept and provided for in some other convenient Gen. Putnam, and requesting them, if practicable, to devise 
Town or place, at the discretion of the Committee already some method of obviating the difficulties apprehended, 
appointed for that purpose. And it is further Resolved, That his Honour the Governour be desired to write to 
That on the arrival of Major Skene the elder, who is ordered General Spencer, and acquaint him with the said appli- 
here.by the Continental Congress, said Committee be and cation to the Continental Congress in his behalf, and con- - 
they are directed to provide him suitable lodgings and enter- jure him, by the love to his Country, to call to mind. the 
tainment in some remote part of the Town of Hartford, constant and signal affection of his Country to him so often 



and at their discretion may permit said Major Skene the 
younger to reside with his father, said Major Skene the 
elder, 

"Roxbury, July 5, 1775. 

" Gentlemen: The exemplary life, good conduct, pru- 
dence, and courage of General Spencer, has endeared 
him to the officers and soldiers under his command. He 
came here the first in command of the Connecticut Forces, 
and has continued so, much to our satisfaction. The Con- 
tinental Congress, as we hear, hath, by their appointments, 
degraded him from the rank he held as first in command of 
the Connecticut Troops on this destination. We therefore 
desire you to use your influence and best discretion with 
the members of our General Assembly, that the arrange- 
ment made by the Continental Congress may be altered 
so as to continue General Spencer in command as before. 
You are sensible it will be with gTeat reluctance our Troops 
at Roxbury could see their General superseded by an offr- 
cer in previous lower command. We have no objection to 
the appointment of Generals Washington and Lee, and shall 
endeavour to preserve the good order and submission to 
their government as hath before distinguished this part 
of the Connecticut Troops whilst under General Spencer's 
command ; but the late arrangement so far removes General 
Spencer from his former command, that he cannot and will 
not continue in the service under this arrangement. We 
would have you signify to the Assembly that we apprehend 



and so lately testified, and request him not to precipitate a 
resolution to resign his command, and which wilLdistress 
his Troops, attached to him by the warmest affection and 
duty, and give great anxiety and dissatisfaction to his Coun- 
try, which has placed, and continues to place high confi- 
dence in his wisdom, prudence, integrity, and military skill. 
Which is submitted by your Honours' most obedient hum- 
ble servants, Matthew Gbiswold, per order. 

In the Lower House the foregoing Report is accepted, 
with this alteration : that his Honour the Governour be 
desired to write to our Delegates at the Continental Con- 
gress," and not to the Continental Congress. 

Test: Richard Law, Clerk. 



Concurred in in the Upper House: 

Test: George Willys, Secretary. 

"Tojhe Honourable J abez Hamlin, Matthew Talcott, 
and Titus Hosmer, Esquires: • 
_" Gentlemen :._ Being appointedTiy you to go to New- 
York, or elsewhere, in quest of a suitable Smel tenor Rer 
finer of Lead Ore, with orders to make report to you on 
my return, now beg leave to report, that on Wednesday, 
the seventh day of June, instant, I set off with Mr. Hud- 
son, and proceeded to New-York, by way of Hudson's 
River, to a place called Sing-Sing, where are erected very 
large refining works, plans of which Mr. Uudson took, 



the morals and good order and discipline of our Troops and we treated largely with Mr. Stout, the Refiner, on the 
will be greatly endangered under the present arrangement, subject of his undertaking the business at the lead mines 

at Middletown, but he could not be released. We then 
proceeded to New-York, and viewed the large Jrqn air 
furnace belonging to Mr. Peter Curtenius, and made in- 
quiry after his cinders, for fluxing, according to directions, 
of which we found plenty, and tolje had on reasonable 
terms ; but were at the same ti me informed the y were not 
necessary, as those of blacksmiths at home would do. 
After this Mr, Hudson went off for home; and hearing of 
two skilful Refiners, named Mosengill and Ramsamen, at 
a place called SBoundhrook, in the Jerseys, about forty 
miles from New-York, I repaired thither, and spent a day 
treating with the latter, of whose skill and ability in the 
premises I was well satisfied, but his demand appearing so 
exorbitant, I thought not prudent to agree ; but proceeded 
to" Philadelphia, where I heard" of a very skilful Refiner,. 
In the Lower House, Mr. Hosmer, Mr. Wolcott, Colonel nairrcd Fcdabcmd, who I found, by the best in form ation J 
WyUys, Colonel Porter, and Colonel Lee, are appointed a c6 ^ £ et > J° be the most s kilfu l i n Arnerjca, but wasji 
Committee tojoin a Committee from the honourable Upper High German, and equip" n ot talk En glish; I found, by 
Board, to take intoconsTderation the subject of the foregoing an interpreter, he was_ under some oath tojhe King not to 



We trust to your prudence, care, and good conduct, in pro- 
curing the proposed alteration. 

Samuel H. Parsons, Junes Eldridge, 
John Tyler, Josiah Baldwin, 

S imuel Prentice, Richard Howit, 
Return Jona. Meigs, John Raymond, 
Oliver Harchet, Isaac Galpin, 

J >.mes Chapman, Oliver Babcock, 
Waterman Clift, Elisha Lee, 
SamueTGalT," "Martin Kirtland, 

David Nevins, 

George Latimer, 

Nathaniel Morgan 

Ezekiel Scott, 



John Ely, 

Abel Squires, 

David J, Sill, 

Ebenezor Sumner, 

Samuel Wright, 

Abijah Savage, 

William Edmond, 

Christopher Darraw, Roger Enos, 

Robert Warner. 



Noadiah Hooker, 
Samuel Cooper, 
Marcus Cole, 
John .McGregor, 
Daniel Halts, 
Ab'm. Waterhouse, 
Ozias Bissell, 
David Johnson, 
Silvamis Martin, 
Solomon Willis, 
Jonathan Parkor, 
William Latham, Jr., 



Hozekiah Haldridge, Henry Champion, Jr., 
James Ransom, Samuel Palmer, 

Edward Paine, Levi Welles, 

Daniel Cane, Jr. 



representation with regard to the arrangement of the Gene- 
ral Officers, &c, and report make. Test: 

Richard Law, Clerk. 
In the Upper House, the Honourable Matthew Grisivold, 
Esq., and Abraham Davenport, Esq., are appointed to join 
the Committee of the Lower House in the affair above 
mentioned, Test : George Wyllys, Secretary. 

Your Honours' Committee appointed to take into con- 
sid.eratio.o_lhe_subject of the representation of the Officers 
of our Army at Roxbury, in regard to the arrangement of 
General O fficer s, &c, beg leave to report: 

To obviate the inconveniences, that may be apprehended 
from the alteration made by the Continental Congress in 
the rank, and station of Generals Wooster, Spencer, and 
Putnam, which gives so great uneasiness to. General Spen- 
cer and the officers more immediately under his command, 
that his. Honour the Governour be requested, in behalf of 
the Asse mbly , to write to the honourable Continental Con- 
gress, and acquaint them with the estimation in which 



refine metals in America but for the King, and the present 
dispute between the Parliament and the Colonies terrified 
him with an apprehension, that if he was taken in New- 
England he should he ~ sacri ficed imme diately ; he could 
not be prevailed on to come. Wh en I hacT got bis final 
answer,^ I returned by way of Eoundbrook, to see if Mr, 
Ramsamen would not lower bis price, and found that two 
hundred and fiftypoiinds sterling was thedowest He would 
take; for overgeejrfg urid instructing one or more ; I left him, 
and came lo; New-York, where 7 Treated with Mr. Otto 
Parasien and^Mr.JWyer Myers, with both of whom I had 
had some conversation before I le ft Ne w-York, and find 
Mr. Parasien will come and oversee . the woilcs^st. one 
hundred. and fifty pounds, York currency, per annum, and 
Mr. Myers for two hundred pounds, York currency, per 
annum, and their, charges paid up here. I also find that 
white sand anrT clay, for the "bottom of the furnace, may 
be had at Amboy, in i the Jerseys. The characters of the 
two last_mejit.ion_ed gentlemen are, that they are honest 
and skilful in their profession of gold and silversmiths, but 



General .Wooster and General Spencer are held by this Mr, Myers has much, the preference in regard to refining 
Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 100 
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metals, and by some gentlemen is much preferred even to 
Mr. Stout, the refiner employed by Colonel James. 
— I made all the inquiry I could with regard to setting up 
the works, and fitting for operations, and believe the cost 
to begin will not much exceed two hundred and fifty 
Pounds ; and I am encouraged to believe, that lead may 
then soon be produced to answer all such cost as will be 
necessarily expended in carrying on the same ; and the 
cost, after the works are thus erected, though it cannot be 
certainly ascertained, cannot be very great. I conversed 
with Doctor John Sebastian Stephaney, one of the pro- 
prietors of the lead mines in Middletown, who is willing 
the Colony should take his part upon the terms proposed 
by them. I could not see Mr. Simpson, as he was out of 
Town 7 but Mr. Myers conversed with him while I was 
gone to Philadelphia, and informs me Mr. Simpson will 
have n;rr obj ection to the Assembly's proposal. AH which 
is humbly submitted by, gentlemen, your humble servant, 

: _ " Benjamin Henshaw. 

" Midapjtojyn, 7uno' 30, 1775." 

To the Honourable General Assembly of the Colony of 
. Connecticut, now sitting in Hartford, by special 
order of his Honour the Governour : 

Your Honours' Committee appointed in your'sessions, in 
May last, to procure lead for the use of this Colony, and 
to take or purchase the ore of lead from the lead mine in 
Middletown, and separate the lead therefrom, and erect 
buildings and works for that purpose, having taken some 
measures and gained some information, beg leave to report 
the same to your Honours, as follows, to wit : 

Your Committee, immediately after the rising of said 
Assembly, in May last, employed Mr. Benjamin Henshaw 
to go to New-Yo rk with one Hudson, an ingenious mason, 
and e xamine Colonel James's Refinery there, and procure 
draught£ jTtiie necessary works, and procure a skilful re- 
finer, and gain information of every thing necessary to set 
up a r efinery and carry it on to the best advantage ; and if 
pp^refi ner could be had there, to inquire where one might 
big fo und, and procure a nd treat with and engage him in 
tTTe_|eryTc% of the Colo ny, if practicable ; who accordingly 
proceeded, and said Hudson soon after returned and in- 
fcmerjjjs,, that heJiacTviewed said refinery, taken draughts 
oLall parts of the work s, and that, he supposed he could 
eTecn heyorksgithoTirdi fficulty, and with exactness. Mr. 
Hens hjzw^not being able to procure a refiner at New- York, 
pWfe'ie ded Into New-Jers ey, and to Philadelphia, and is 
STTree returned^ jind TTatH given us an account, in writing, 
of hi<? transa ctions, which we herewith submit to your Hon- 
or^, ancTCeg "leave to refer to. As Mr, Jlenshaw is but 
just returned, yourXommittee have not proceeded to any 
further steps, but are informed, that besides the expenses 
mentioned ; in Nr.^ Henshaiv's report, when works are 
ercctedj^ a_supply of charcoal will be constantly neces- 
sary to fteep the furnace in blast, and nine or ten work- 
Men 1 will be necessary to be kept in constant employment 
in digging and raising ore, besides necessary workmen to 
assist the re~fi ners„at the furnace ; all which workmen will 
expect fo be frequently paid, as they must depend on their 
la'bour for present subsistence. Your Honours will readily 
rjei'ceivrrtriat cojLsiderabje expense will be incurred before 
any large quantity oTlead can be obtained, the amount of 
which cannot be precisely ascertained; and whether the 
lead that may be obt ai ned will not in event come to the 
Colony afa "dearer rate than i lead ha» usually been afford- 
ed, is ve_ry nnewtain. Under these circumstances, your 
Committor think L it their duty to lay the same before your 
Honours, and_ pray your advice and direction whether they 



In the Lower House, upon the aforesaid Report, 
Resolved, That the Committee be directed to proceed 
in said business, agreeable to said Act of Assembly, and 
that they receive of the Colony Treasury money sufficient 
for that purpose, and account to render therefor. 

Test: Richard Law, Clerk. 

In the Upper House, the consideration of this Report is 
Teferred to the next GeneraL Assembly, and one or more 
of said Committee, together with Daniel Sherman and 
Saml. Canfield, Esqs., are hereby directed to examine into 
the circumstances and state of the Lead Mines in Wood- 
bury, and the buildings and preparations there erected and 
made for smelting and refining the ore, and consider at 
which of said mines, whether of Middletown or Woodbury, 
it may be most advisable and least expensive for the Co- 
lony to attempt the raising and refining lead ore, and make 
report, &tc. 

Test: Qeorgk Wyllys, Secretary. 

In the Lower House, the question was put, whether this 
House would concur with the honourable Upper House in 
said vote ; and resolved in the negative. 

Test: Richard Law, Clerk. 

In the Upper House, on reconsideration, &c, concurred 
with the vote of the Lower_House pn this Report. 

Test : _ George Wyllys, Secretary. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That Jabez Hamlin, Mat- 
thew Talcott, and Titus Hosmer, Esquires, the Committee 
appointed by this Assembly in May last to work the Lead 
Mine in Middletown, and refine die. ore for the use of this 
Colony, be and they are hereby ordered and directed to 
proceed in the business and matters as directed by said 
Act. And to enable them to carry the same into execution, 
that they receive out of the Colony Treasury such sum 
or sums of money as may be sufficient to enable them to 
carry the same into effect, and thereof to render their 
account to this Assembly ;~and the Committee of the Pay- 
Table are hereby directed to draw on the Treasurer for 
such sums as said Committee for managing said mine shall 
find necessary for the purpose aforesaid. 



Passed in Lower House. 
Test : 



JSichard_Law, Clerk. 



shall proceed to erect works and employ workmen, and 
make experiment how lead can be pmcurecTin this way. 
In case-yoiir Honours shall think it best that we proceed, 
we. wouldjnfgnp. your Honours there is now a refiner at 
Middletown ready to undertake the" oversii/hl of a furnace 
and that Doctor Stephaney, who is owner of part or the 
whole o l said" min es and ore, already is vfai tin tf to treat 
^' th as Jor the^sale .of the same. AIT VEIch ji humbly 
-suHmittfdrnBy your Honours' most obedient huirtbJe" ser- 
vants, '" T XT " ' 
. J U5F7 HjVMLIN, } 

.. , Mvxrnrw Talcott, ' Committee. 
. Tins Ho=vtUi, ) 



Concurred in in the Upper House. 

Test : George Wyllys, Secretary. 

Your Honours' Committee appointed to take into con- 
sideration the affairs of the Indians in thjs„and the neigh- 
bouring Governments, beg leave to report: 

That an accusation being made against Joseph Johnson, 
one of the Mohegan Indians, respecting some of his con- 
duct, which gave suspicion that he is unfriendly to Ameri- 
can liberty, upon which we carefully examined into the 
grounds of that accusation, and apprehend, that his conduct 
upon the representation made, gave reason to suspect an un- 
due correspondence with some of the supposed enemies to 
American liberty. But upon heari ng his d efenc e, the Com- 
mittee apprehend, that the .iDSlances~fi] "which his ; conduct 
was objected to, may be so far impute d to f ear, as leaves 
no just reason to. conclude t-hat lienhenTad any ill inten- 
tions, or that he is now unfriendly to "the cause of Ameri- 
can liberty. In regard to the speech of the Oneida In- 
dians, the Committee: are of the opinion, it is expedient 
that his Honour the Governow be desired to make^a kind 
and friendly answer thereto, and that "a belt of wampum be 
procured and sent to them whh the Govemou r's ans wer ; 
and that the expense of such belt, with the cost of trans- 
mitting the same, be paid out oT the "publick Treasury of 
this Colony; and that the Indians be advj serj that the way 
is open to them to enlist into 1 the" service of this "Colony, 
for the defence of the same, upon "such encouragement and 
wages as are allowed to the other inhabi tants of this Co- 
lony, till the levies are full; and that his Honouxtke Go- 
vernour be desired to direct CUonel Hinman to assure 
the Indians of the peaceable disposition of this Cojony 
towards them ; and that a proper speech be prepared and 
sent to the Caughnauaga Indians. 

Signed per:orderj , - = Matthew Griswqld. 

Gonerul Assembly, Hertford, July, 1773. 



i in m miMitfiihitimai iiiinfii irtiifiiir itiiniiii liiirrtlit 



HM, 



MaM *^*^ 1 *' 



.,.,,-^,,,lL;LuMi^. an li^,ig:^ J ^ 



JM **"*-^ 



1589 



CORRESFUI 



IDWGS, &c, JULY, 1775. 



15F0 



In the Lower House the within Report is accepted and 
approved. 

Test : Richahp Law, Clerk. 

Concurred in in the Upper House: 

Test : George Wyllys, Secretary. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That his Honour the Go- 
vernour be and he is hereby desired to make a kind and 
friendly Answer to the Speech sent by the Oneida In- 
dians; and that a Belt of Wampum be procured and_sent 



to them ; and that the sum of twelve Pounds, for the 
expense and cost of transmitting the same, be paid out of 
the publick Treasury of this Colony; and that his Honour 
the Governour be also desired to direct Colonel Hinman 
to assure the Indians of the peaceable disposition of the 
people of this Colony towards them. 

Passed in the L^pper House : 

Test : George Wyllys, Secretary. 

Concurred in in the Lower House : 

Test: Richard Law, Clerk. 



JOSKPH HAWLEY TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Watertown, July 5, 1775. 

Sir : You were pleased the other day to mention Jo 
Colonel Warren and me, as your opinion, that it was high- 
ly probable Gage's Troops would very shortly attack our 
Army in some part or other. I believe your opinion is not 
ill-founded ; and I am sure your Excellency will be pleased 
with every intimation that may, in any degree, aid you in 
the choice of measures tending to success and victory. 
Therefore, that I may not be tedious, I ask your pardon 
when I suggest, that although in the Massachusetts part of 
the Army there are divers brave and intrepid officers, yet 
there are too many, and even several Colonels, whosechar- 
acters, to say the least, are very equivocal with respect to 
courage. There is much more cause to fear that the officers 
will fail in a day of trial, than the privates. I may venture 
to say, that if the officers will do their duty, there is no fear 
of the soldiery. I therefore most humbly propose to your 
consideration the propriety and advantage of your makino- 
immediately a most solemn and peremptory declaration to 
all the officers of the Army, in general orders, or other- 
wise, as^ycw wisdom shall direct, assuring them that .every 
officer who, in the day of battle, shall fully do his duty, 
shall not fail of your kindest notices and highest marks of 
your favour ; but, on the other hand, that every officer 
wljo, on such a day. shall act the poltron, dishonour his 
General, and by failing of his duty, betray his Country, 
shall infallibly meet his deserts, whatever his rank, connex- 
ions, oriTfterest may be; and that no intercessions on his 
behalf will be likely to be of any avail for his pardon. 

I know that your Excellency is able to form a declara- 
tion of the kind, conceived in such a style, and replete with 
such determined sentiments and spirit, as cannot fail of be- 
getting a full belief and persuasion in the hearts of such to 
whom it shall be addressed, that the same will be infallibly 
executed. ,1 am almost certain the measure will have^the 
happiest tendency. Sed sapienti verbum sat est. Pray 
pardon my prolixity; I never was happy enough to be 
concise, 

I am, with the greatest respect and deference, your Ex- 
cellency's most obedient humble servant, 

_ _, r^m- t- 1 Joseph Hawley. 

lo General Washington. 

DUKES COUNTY (MASSACHUSETTS) COMMITTEE. 

July 5, 1775. 
The Committee for the County of Dukes County, ap- 
pointed_by the late Provincial Congress, on the 12th of 
April last, beg leave to report, that said Committee, ac- 
cording to the Brst order of the Congress, met the first 

Wednesday of 'May last; but not having then had an op- 
portunity to receive a state of the conduct of the several 
Towns, made no report ; and as the order of the Congress 
for postponing the first meeting of the Committees of the 
several Counties in this Colony to the fourth Wednesday 
of May, was not received by him to whom it was directed, 
till the evening immediately preceding said fourth Wednes- 
day, the Committee for said County did not meet. But 
being now on this first^ Wednesday of July, 1775, met, ac- 
cording to the order of the Congress, we have received no 
state of the conduct^either of the Towns of Edgarton or 

Chilmark, the former of which^owng. having, as -we per- 
ceive; tjo Com mittee of Correspondence. But "as to the 
only other Town Tn this County, viz : Tisbury, the Com- 
mitTee orCorrfisponiTence of that Town haW'reported, that 
sai.J Town was en deav ouring that their outstanding Pro- 
vincial rates be speedily paid, according to the direction of 



the Congress; but they were under great clifficulty with 
respect to raising money for that purpose, as they have 
great occasion for money to procure a necessary supply of 
brea.d corn; and money was very scarce amongst them, 
through the failing of their whale voyages last year, and 
through their having no market for the oil they have since 
obtained ; but since the date of the above Report, we 
have had certain information, that the said Town of Tis- 
bury have sent a considerable part of their Province dues, 
to the Receiver appointed by the Congress. And the 
said Committee of Correspondence for Tisbury do also re- 
port, that their Town is nearly, though not fully, according 
to law, furnished with arms arid ammunition, and are en- 
deavouring in this and all other respects to conform to the 
recommendations of the Continental and. Provincial Con- 
gresses. ., .-;.;. ;-; - ." J_ . , .. .; '. 

And with respect to the two Towns f irst m entioned, of 
whose conduct we hav_e had no inform ation , in the way 
pointed out by the Congress, we beg leave to report in 
brief, from information which we have otherwise had, that 
with regard to paying their oTJtstiriding Provincial taxes, 
and their furnishing themselves with arms and ammunition, 
they are endeavouring to conform, as soon as possible, to 
the recommendation of the Congress, and in other Tespects 
do conduct themselves agreeably thereto. ~ - 

In the name and by order of the Committee: 

Joseph Mayhew, Chairman. 



ADDRESS OF THE QUAKERS OF PENNSYLVANIA AND NEW- 
JERSEY, "~~ '■" ". 

To our Friends and Brethren of the semral Meetings in 
Pennsylvania and New-Jersey : 

Dear Friends : The afflictions and distresses .attend- 
ing the inhabitants of the Massachusetts and other parts of 
New-England, have often engaged our pity and commise- 
ration, with a desire to be instrumental for their relief, as 
favourable opportunities should oner, Andjiaylng received 
more particular information, since the yearly meeting held 
last month at Rhode-Island, than we had before, of the 
situation of our brethren and others in those parts, since 
which the desolations of war have greatly increased, we 
are incited by a spirit of sympathy and Christian tenderness 
to recommend to your serious Tmd benevolent consideration 
the sorrowful calamities now prevailing among these peo- 

S)le, e'amestly desiring that we rrray encourage each other 
reely to contribute to the relief of the necessitous of every 
religious denomination ; to promote which weJiave agreed 
upon, and herewith send you printed subscription papers, 
requesting that some suitable active Friends may be ap- 
pointed in each of your monthly and preparative meetings," 
to apply for the donationsof Friends .for, this chifitabTe 
purpose, and that the money subscribed may be collected, 
and witb all convenient speed paid into the hands of Jolm 
Reynell, of Philadelphia, or Samuel Smith^o'f Burlington, 
Treasurers of our Yearly Meeting. 

The Yearly Meeting at Rhode- Island, before mentioned, 
have appointed a Committee of twenty-six Friends, from 
the several quarterly meetings in Neiv-England, who arc 
to njeet together at least once a month, in order to assist 
each other in inspecting and considering the state of those 
who are distressed, and they appear to us the most suitable 
persons to receive our contributions. "for, th eir r elief. With 
this Committee we propose to. keep up a correspondence, 
and to unite our endeavours with theirs, that the benefac- 
tions raised may be distributed in the most seasonable and 
effectual manner, for the benefit of those who are or may 
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be reduced to necessitous circumstances in this time of pub- 
lick calamity. We therefore desire that Friends may be 
liberal, according to their circumstances, and speedy in their 
contributions ; and are your loving friends. 

Signed in and on behalf of our meeting for sufferings, 
held in Philadelphia, for Pennsylvania and New-Jersey, 
the sixth day of the seventh month, 1775. 

John Pemberton, Cleric. 



NEW-YORK DELEGATES TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS, 

Philadelphia, July 6, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We have the honour of your favour of the 
twenty-ninth June, accompanying your plan and proceed- 
ings respecting ~an accommodation with the Parent State. 
Nothing could be more interesting or acceptable to us, than 
a communication of the sentiments and wishes of our worthy 
constituents on this most important subject; and while we 
applaud the wisdom, of your decisions, we beg you to be 
assured tb at they shall command our most earnest and 
respectful attention.. 

Deeply sensible of the calamities of a civil war, we have 
nothing more at heart than to be instrumental in compro- 
mising this unnatural quarrel between the two Countries, 
on the solid basis^of mutual justice and constitutional li- 
berty; and the most strenuous efforts, on our part, shall be 
exerted with unremitting ardour, to accomplish this salu- 
tary purpose. 

We acknowledge, with the utmost gratitude, the defe- 
rence, you are pleased to pay to our judgment, and your 
delicacy in leading' us unrestrained, in a point of all others 
the most essential to yourselves and your posterity, to the 
Continent of America, and the whole British Empire ; and 
happy shallwe esteem ourselves if, in the discharge of this 
difficult and arduous trust, we shall merit your approbation 
and the confidence of our Country. 

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, 
gentlemen, your most obedient.humble servants, 

Henry Wisner, Philip Livingston, 
Wm. Floyd, James Duane, 

John Jay, Rob't R. Livingston. 

John Alsop, 
Provincial Congress of New-York. 

Pj S. We have unanimously agreed to be silent on that 
article in the PfajLof Accommodation which asserts, " That 
no earthly legislature or tribunal ought, or can of right 
interfere or interpose, in any wise howsoever, in the reli- 
gious and ecclesiastical concerns of the Colonies." As the 
inhabitants of theiContinent are happily united in a political 
creed, we are of opinion that it would be highly imprudent 
to run tlie_rjsk_of_ dividing them by the introduction of dis- 
putes foreign to the present controversy, especially as the 
dlscussioji_of_them can be attended with no. one single ad- 
vantage. Tliey are points about which mankind will for- 
ever differ, and therefore should always, and at least in 
times like these, Tje kept out of sight. We are the more 
confirmed in t hese sentiments by this circumstance, that 
both this"_anj_the_ former Congress have cautiously avoided 
the .lei^t.Jjint_QJLsubjects of this kind, all the members con- 
curringin a.deffr? of burying all disputes on ecclesiastical 
points, which h ave for ages had no other tendency than 
that of banishing peace and charity from the world. 
Lewis Morris, Philip Livingston, 
James Duane, Rob't R. Livingston, Jr., 
Jo tcL Alsop, John Jay, 
Francis Lewis, William Floyd. _ 
■ ■. Henry AVisner, 

N. B. The other Delegates are absent. 

r 



EHZABETHTOWN (NEW-JERSEY) COMMITTEE TO COMMITTEE 
OF NEW-YORK. 
Committee Chamber, Bliza-bethtown, July G, 1775. 

Sir :. j We hare; jtist received information that one Wil- 
liam Mcleod, son of Captain McLeod. of this place, lately 
appointed an Ensign in the Fifty-Second Regiment at Bos- 
ton, left this Town "early this morning and went to New- 
York, in _ order" to take passage from thence to join his 
Regiment. "WeHiave thought fit to give you this intelli- 
gence that you may do what you think proper on the 



occasion. As soon as we got notice of his departure for 
such a purpose, hjs baggage was~detained. By order of the 
Committee : Jona. Hampton, Chairman. 

To the General Committee of New- York. 

New. York, July 6, 1775. 

The following gentlemen, appointed Captains by the 
Provincial Congress for the enlistment of volunteers to enter 
into the service for the defence of the liberties of America, 
in. the firs.t battalion, to be raised for the City of New- York, 
under the command of Colonels McJDougall and Bitzema, 
have thought proper to make publick the following places 
of rendezvous, and the encouragement to volunteers. 

Captain John Weissenvelt and Captain Gershom Mott, 
at Mr. Foster Lewis's, innholder, near Beekman's Slip; 
Captain Willet, at Mr. Abraham Van Dyck's, innholder, 
in the Broadway ; Captain Jacob Chccsman, at Mr. John 
Butter's, m Cherry-street ; Captain Samuel Broome, at Mr. 
Foster Lewis's ; Captain John Quackenbos, at Mr. Abra- 
ham Van Dyck's, Mr. Edward Bardin's, Chapel-street, 
innholder, and Mr. Foster^Lewis^s ; Captain John John- 
son, at Mr, Edward Bardinjs ; Captain William Goforjh, 
at Mr. Abraham Van Hyde's; Captaih-Cieutenant John 
Copp, acting in the absence of .Captain Bichard Varick, 
private Secretary to General Schuyler, at Captain Josiah 
Banks's, in Little Dock-s.treet, near the Exchange, and at 
Mr. Wm. Mariner's, in Horse and Cart-street, innholders ; 
Captain Van Wyck, at Mr. AFraEam VanJJyck's. 

Volunteers, from the time oLtheTF enTIsjtmeni, to enter 
into immediate pay, at one shilling and eleven pence per 
day; and also to receive one dollar per week until they 
are.encamped, in order to enable, them to .su pport them- 
selves in the intermediate time, .AncLthey are likewise to 
be provided with a suit of regimental clothes, a fire-lock, 
ammunition, accoutrements, and every other article neces- 
sary for the equipment of American soldiers. 
God save the ^Congresses. 



EDWARD MOTT TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Albany, July G, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: I arrived, here last night, ten o'clock, 
from Ticonderoga; am sent express by Colonel Hinman 
to acquaint the Committee at this place, and also the Pro- 
vincial Congress at New-York, with the condition of the 
troops and garrisons at Ticonderoga, Crown Point, and 
Fori George; expect to set out from hence for New-York 
to-morrow ; have not as yet waited on the Committee here, 
but write these lines by Captain Stevens, who will not tarry, 
but sets out for home this morning. When I arrived at 
Ticonderoga, Colonel Hinman had no cooxmandjjiere, ^s 
Colonel Arnold refused to let him command either of the 
garrisons, but had given the command of Ticonderoga. to 
Captain Herrick, from whom Colonel Hinmaji's men were 
obliged to take their orders, or were not suffered "to 
pass to and from the garrison. The_s_ame__day a Commit- 
tee of three gentlemen from the Massachusetts, viz: Mr. 
Spooner, "Colonel Foster, and Colonel Sullivan, returned 
to Ticonderoga from Crown Point, and informed us that 
they had been to Colonel Arnold, with orders from the 
Congress requiring him to resign the command to Colonel 
Hinman, and that he, with his regiment, should come under 
the command of said Hinman; which said Arnold posi- 
tively refused; on which said Committee discharged Col- 
onel Arnold from their serviSB^nJ^Jesired the privilege to 
speak with the people who had engaged under Arnold, but 
were refused. They further informed that Colonel Arnold 
and some of his people were gon^Tjn board the vessels; 
that they understood they threatened to go to St. John's 
antf dehver the vessels to the i Regulars, and that Arnold 
had disbanded all his troops but those that were on board 
said vessels; that they were treated very ilTand threatened, 
and after they came a way in It batteau, they were fired 
upon with swivel-guns and small-arms by Arnold's people ; 
and that Colonel Arnold ana" hjs. men harl got both the 
vessels and were drawn off. into the lake, . On which I de- 
sired Colonel Hinman to let me, with Lieutenant TIalsey 
and Mr. Duer, (who was Judge oTthe Court lor the County 
of Charlotte, in this Colony.) witfTsome men to row, have 
a batteau and proceed up the lake, and go on board the 
vessels. We obtained liberty, and UoToaeT Sullivan con- 
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sented to go with us. We got on board the vessels about 
eleven o'clock in the morning, and he confined three of us 
on board each vessel ; men sat over us with fixed bayonets ; 
and so kept us till sometime in .the evening, when we were 
dismissed and sufFered to return. We reasoned with the 
people on board the vessels all the while we were there, 
and convinced some of them of their _errour, who declared 
they had been deceived by Colonel Arnold. After we re- 
turned. to the fort, called up Colonel Hinman, who ordered 
Lieutenant Halsey, with twenty-five men, to return again 
to the vessel s and get what people he could on board to 
join him, and bring one or both vessels to the fort, which 
Was all settled the next day. Colonel Sullivan was much 
insulted while we were on board the vessels, chiefly by Mr. 
Brown, one of Colonel Arnold's Captains. Captain Ste- 
vens, who is waiting while I write these lines, will not wait 
longer, or you should hear more particulars. I expect you 
will have a full account from the gentlemen Committee 
after they have laid it before their Congress. Captain Eli- 
jah Babcock can give a full account of those matters; he 
tells me he shall be at Hartford in a few days. Shall give 
further accounts from New- York. 

I am, Sir, at command, your Honour's most obedient and 
humble servant, Edward Mott. 

To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour. 



ETHAN ALLEN TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

July 6, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: Your letter of the eighth ultimo gave 
me to understand that my painful services, in behalf of my 
Country, were noticed by your Honour ; my letters having 
received your patronage, were received by the honourable 
Cohtinefital Congress with that additional lustre they needed. 

The notice your Honour, as well as Grand Continental 
Congress, I may add the Provincial Congress of Neic- York, 
hath taken of my zeal in the common cause, hath more con- 
firmedly and authoritatively determined me to hazard my 
Jife in the same, and exert the small abilities with which I 
arti endowed, to the utmost, as, I have received Bssurances 
from both Congresses of shortly being admitted to an ho- 
nourable preferment in the Army. I am now on my pas- 
sage between New- York and Albany from those Congresses, 
in company with Mr. Seth Warner, my companion, with 
directions to form a battalion of seven companies of Green 
Mountain Boys; they are expert in the use of fire-arms. 

As to our past services, it is recommended by the Grand 
Continental Congress that the Government of New-York 
pay the same as to gratuities, mentioned in your Honour's 
letter ; a little of that from Connecticut would be thank- 
fully received, as we served equally in the night as in.the 
day, in making a conquest of Lake Champlain; for which 
extreme, service we. are Jo be paid the same as the honour- 
able General. Assembly of Connecticut have _ established 
relative tonheir soldiery, and that none of. our officers in 
that service. be considered in a higher rank than Captain. 

Your Honour's inviolable attachment, and unshaken and 
religious perseverance in support of the liberties of Ame- 
rica, manifested from the era of the detestable Stamp Act, 
hath not only entitled, but gained you the love and esteem 
of every friend to this Country, of whatever rank or de- 
nomination.. 

That your Honour may long live and sway that respect- 
able Colony in the way of virtue and liberty, and after this 
transitory life receive the unspeakable reward of social 
virtue, is the sincere desire of him who is, with the greatest 
respect, your Honour's devoted, most obedient and. humble 
servant, Ethan Allen. 

To. the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour 

of the Colony of Connecticut. . „ ^ 



CAPTAIN ANGUS McDONALD TO COLONEL ALEXANDER 
McDOUGALL. 

Fairfield Jail, July 6, 1775. 
Sir: I wrote you a few days ago concerning my close 
confinement, which I think very hard and contrary to pro- 
mise, as T expected to be treated more like a gentleman 
than a highwayman, for it really never was my intent to 
offer to make my_ escape from my confinement, "till such 
times as I. should be properly released; or if I am not re- 



leased, I must only make my" application to be exchanged. 
But at the same time [ hope Colonel McDougall will be 
good enough to speak to the "gentlemen of the Congress in 
regard to my having the liberty of the .yard ; to have the 
air is all I desire, and if I break through my liberty I will 
suffer death, or such other punishment as I shall deserve. 
This day my wife is come here, if she will be permitted to 
stay with me, as General Wooster told me to send for her, 
and that I should have the more liberty while she staid with 
me. And your goodness in this point I much depend on in 
this case, for I know one word from Colonel McDougall 
will be sufficient for my request ; and in so. doing I shall 
forever remain your ever humble and. ..obedient servant, 

Angus McDonald. 
To Colonel Alexander McJ)ougall. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL. SCIIUYLER. 

Hartford, July 6, 1775. 

Sir: I received your favour of the thirtieth of June, 
enclosing a copy of the resolution of the hono.urabIe Con- 
tinental Congress, and immediately laid them before the 
General Assembly of the Colony. They would have been 
happy to have found themselves in a situation to have com- 
plied fully with the request you were charged with to them ; 
but such is the exhausted state of our Treasury, in conse- 
quence of the yeTy vigorous efforts they have made, and are 
daily making in the common cans?, that it was impossible 
for them, consistent to their previons~engagements, to fur- 
nish you with more than fifteen thousand ; and even this 
sum cannot be spared immediately, but shall be got ready 
and forwarded, as you shall direct, with allpossible despatch, 
and I hope will be at Mr. Livingston's within .... days 
at farthest. Our inability, with conerurrence^Bcknowledge, 
with respect to the other most important article is still 
greater. All that we can do is to deliver to Cfiptain Doug^ 
lass forty half-barrels, which he will immediately proceed 
with agreeable to your.order. . Qur.Engineer (Col. Mott) 
at Ticonderoga, has requested that a commander for one 
of the armed vessels upon Lake George, may be sent up 
from this Colony— ~a Captain Niles, with whom he is ac-, 
quainted, and who is probably well qualified for the office. 
But as you can best judge of the nature of tbls_service, 
and the necessity of sending up this person, you will give 
me leave to expect your directions upon this project, which 
I shall very readily conform to. I enclose you copy of a 
paper of intelligence I haver received from Mr. Dearie, 
which may perhaps be of some use to you. . _ . . 

I am, &c. Jonathan Trumbull. 

N. B. Mr. Deane requests that this. intelligence may 
not be made publick. 

Extract of a Narrative and Remarks maJc by a Gentleman 
who left Can.vt>a on the fourteenth . JuNEiwsr : enclosed in 
Governour Trumbull!s Letter Jo_ Gjneral Schuyler, 
dated July 6, 1775.. "■ "-'"'_- '~.'~'.'.' ':.]..:".'■ . / 

The Indians in Canada had heard, of the present un- 
happy disputes subsisting between Great TBrttujn and t]ie 
Colonies, and took the opportunity of my being among 
them to inquire into the origin and reasons of the same; 

I gladly improved all such opportunities To inform them 
of the ground of the . present controversy, and carefully 
Inculcated upon them that they themselves were nearly 
interested in the event of our present glorious struggles for 
liberty and freedom. The Indians, by what 1 could then 
learn, pretty generally determined to take no part in the. 
quarrel. Things remained in this! situation, with regard to 
the Indians, when the Provincial Troops reduced, the for- 
tresses of Ticonderoga and Crown Point, and took the 
King's sloop at St. John's. The Indians at Caughnawaga 
were then sent to, by .the Commander-in-Chief at Mon- 
treal, m\A desired to march a ..number of their men in com- 
pany of the Regular Troops, to oppose the Colonists, who, 
it was reported, were on their way from St. John's to. be- 
siege Montreal. The Indians re_fused_to_join them, or in 
any manner intermeddle in the affairL The chief warriour 
came directly to inform me that heTiad refused to join the' 
Regular Troopsyand that they had determined in Council, 
that if any of their young w-arrioTirs" should talce up the 
hatchet against their brethren of the Provinces ftEey would 
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banish them forever. This was the full determination of 
the Indians when his Excellency Governour Carh'ton ar- 
rived at Montreal. He directly solicited the Indians for 
their assistance; but on their refusal, declared that since 
they would not assist him, he would dispossess them, and 
give their lands to those who would. The Sachems had 
Council after Council, to determine what was to be dene 
in that critical juncture of affairs. In short, they were under 
so great'apprehensions of danger from the Regular Troops, 
that once, in particular, they lay under arms all night, set 
out sentries in all parts of their Town, and even sent for 
assistance to some of the upper Towns ; hut being situated 
within about nine miles of Montreal, and so immediately 
exposed to the Governour's resentment, they found them- 
selves reduced to the disagreeable necessity either of re- 
linquishing every thing they held dear in life~ or complying 
in some measure with the Governour's demands. Princi- 
ples of self-preservation induced them to prefer the latter. 
They therefore waited on the Governour, and in two 
speeches, one by the Sachems of the Castle, the other 
delivered by the Chief Warriour, promised to espouse the 
ministerial cause so far as to defend the Governour, to the 
utmost of their power, should he be besieged in Montreal 
by the Provincial Troops. The Indians were dismissed 
with presents of provision and ammunition. Shortly after, 
his .Excellency sent to the Sachems, desiring them to send 
a_nrtinberjf_theirrnen to St. John's to continue some time 
with the Regulars. The Sachems refused it. He then 
desired them to. send a small party, should it be only three ; 
hut they persisting in their refusal, he requested them to 
send a fe\y, should they only carry their tobacco pouches ; 
which request they also absolutely refused. Upon my 
leaving Canada, the Indians of Caugknawaga desired me 
to assure the commander at Crown Point, that if any In- 
dians were Tcnown to commit hostilities upon the English 
frontiers, he might determine they were none of their peo- 
ple, When I left Montreal, the 14th of June, I met with a 
number of the principal Sachems belonging to St. Francois, 
some of whom had their children then at Dartmouth Col- . 
lege; they gave me all the assurances of their friendship I 
qQuld desire, and informed me they were going to Caugh- 
najyaga to attend on a Grand Council, which was then 
summoned, to tneet from the several adjacent Towns. The 
Indians also irdbxrned..rne that the design of the Council 
then to meet was, that the people of their several Towns 
might then jointly determine to act in the approaching war 
only on the defensive, -and that when they had concluded 
on that, they should send two men froni each of their Towns 
to the Seven United Nations, and use their utmost interest 
with tbejn to dp the same. Their influence upon these 
united Nations is considerable, for it is well known that the 
greater part of them originally belonged to the Seven United 
Nations. This., by the best information I could obtain, 
seems to be the present disposition of the Indians in Ca- 
nada ; but how far the force of menaces may drive, or 
large promises allure them, the event only can manifest. 
But as the fickle disposition of the Indians is so well known, 
it will doubtless be judged a prudent measure to provide 
against the worst. Some time before I left Canada, the 
Commissary at Montreal received orders to make provision 
- for. three Jiundred Iridians, who were soon expected from 
the remote Jjjbes ; and as I left the City, I observed a 
number of Indjqns, (should judge about forty,) whom I sup- 
posed to be an advanced party of the three jiundred. It is 
said they are coming down to a Congress, and conjectured 
by our friends that the Governour' designs to arm them 
against our fro ntie rs. As to the state of the Army and 
Fortresses at Qmajda, it is well known that the number of 
regular troops is very inconsiderable, the greatest part of 
whom are jjpjv drawjj Jpgetber at St. John's, who don't 
malte up a body of more thafl "three hun.dr.ed, or threehun- 
dredjin(f_fifty men. At St. John's, which is a level, plain, 
they are fortifying to the best advantage which the nature 
of .(he place and their time will admit. Chamblce, a fort 
which the French \p]\t a few miles down the same river, 
is by account strong, both by nature and art, and is de- 
fead&Lat present only by a small garrison,, The fortifica- 
tions at Monpcal, which were originally designed only for 
defence against small-arms, are much OuLof repair. The 
citadel, which is situated on an eminence_at the north end 
of the City, though weak, seems to be the place of the 



greatest strength." As to the fort up the River St. Law- 
rence, I can speak only from information, never having 
travelled into those parts, but have endeavoured to avail 
myself of their situation, present state, and importance, by 
conversing with gentlemen" well acquainted in that country. 
Am informed there are. four garrisoned forts to the west- 
ward of Montreal, viz : Oswego, Niagura, Detroit, and 
Michilimackinack, two or more of which I understand are 
stockaded forts, and defen ded by a small garrison for the 
purpose of protecting the fur trade. Whoever considers 
the almost numberless and very extensive connexions of 
the River St. Lawrence, the great facility with which a 
plentiful supply of arms and all kinds of military stores 
may be sent from Canada to almost the western confines 
of our Continent, together with the extensive fur trade, 
which for several years has been carried on in that country 
to the great emolument of Britain ; but especially whoever 
considers the manyavenue^which this river, with its several ■ 
dependants, affords into almost every English Colony upon 
the Continent, can't but see it to be matter of very great 
importance to the Colonies, immediately to make them- 
selves masters of those remote forts, which command, as It 
were, the whole western world of Indians. By which step 
they would not only secure to themselves and after gene- 
rations all those advantages which are to be derived from 
their being in possession of a very fine extensive country, 
but more effectually secure their frontiers, than otherwise 
can be done even by many thousands of men. 



REPORT OF THE CROWN POINT CfJMHlTTEfi TO THE MAS- 
SACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Cambridge, July 6, 1775. 
The Committee appointed to proceed to the posts of 
Ticonderoga and Crown Point, he, beg leave to report, 
that they proceeded through the new settlements, called 
the New- Hampshire Grants, and carefully observed the 
road through the same, and find that there is a good road 
from Williamstown to the place where the road crosseth 
the river called Paulet River, which is about fifteen miles 
from Skenesborough ; from thence to the Tails Tof Wood 
Creek, near Major Skene's house, the road is not feasible, 
and unfit for carriages, but cattle may be drove that way 
very well. 

. Your Committee having taken with them the copies of 
the commission and instruction from the Committee of 
Safety to Colonel Benedict Arnold, and informed them- 
selves as fully as they were able In what manner he had 
executed his said commission and instructions, and find that 
he was with Colonel Allen and others at the. tune. the. fort 
was reduced, but do not find that he had any men under his 
command at the time of the reduction oj^those fortresses; 
but find that he did afterwards possess Timiself of the sloop 
on the lake at St. John's. We Jbuiid th« i said Arnold 
claiming the command of said sloop and a schooner, which 
is said to be the property of Major Skene, and also all the 
posts and fortresses at the south end of Lake Champlain 
and Lake George, although Colonel Hinman was at Tj- 
conderoga with near a thousand men under his command 
at the several posts. _ . . 

Your Committee informed the said \ Arnold of their 
commission, and, at his request, gave him a copy of their 
instructions; upon reading of which he seemed greatly dis- 
concerted, and declared he would not be secondln" com- 
mand to any person Avhomsoever; and after some time 
contemplating upon the matter, resigned his post, and gave 
your Committee his resignation under his hand, dated the 
24th oCJune, 1775, which is hexewith submitted, and.at 
the same time he ordered his" men to be (hVbjinded, which, 
he said, was between two and three hundred. Your Com- 
mittee not finding any men Tegularly under said Arnold, 
by reason of his sp disbanding them, appointed Colonel 
Easton, who was at Ticonderoga, to take the command, 
under Colonel Hinman, who was the principal command- 
ing officer at those posts of the Connecticut forces, and en- 
deavoured to give the officers and men who had served 
under said Arnold an opportunity to re-engage, of which 
numbers enlisted, and several of theofficers agreed to hold 
their command under the new ""appointment. - 

Your Committee hayiffg taken a critical survey of the 
garrison and posts of Ticonderugrr^sad Crown Point, 
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found tliem in a very defenceless state ; and, consulting 
with Colonel Hinman, were of opinion, upon the whole, 
that itis necessary to retain in the service of this Colony, 
for the present, the number of four hundred men. 

As the Committee were informed, from intelligence from 
Canada, that preparations were making, and all endea- 
vours used to bring over the Canadians and savages to be 
inimical to these Colonies, your Committee having found 
Captain Noble at the Point, with a number of men who 
had beea under said Arnold, willing to engage in the ser- 
vice, we paid to said Noble one hundred Pounds, to be 
delivered to the men as advance pay; and appointed Mr. 
William Satterlte, a worthy man, to muster them and their 
arms, and took Captain Noble's and Satterlee's receipt for 
the same, and their promise to apply it for that purpose, 
which is herewith submitted. 

Your Committee returning to Ticonderoga, and Colonel 
Easton being there, they paid into his hands the sum of 
two hundred and eighty Pounds, to be applied for the pur- 
pose aforesaid, and took his receipt and promise so to do, 
a,nd appointed Mr. Jonas Fay,a respectable person, to 
muster the men and their arms, all except Captain No- 
ble's Company. We also paid into the hands of one 
Remember Baker, said to be a good officer, who engaged 
a certain number of men under Colonel Easton, the sum 
of twenty Pounds, and took his receipt and promise to ap- 
ply said money as advance pay to said men, which com- 
pletes the whole of the money delivered^ to said Commit- 
tee for the purposes aforesaid. 

Your Committee have engaged to Colonel Easton that 
the remaining part of the advance pay should be immedi- 
ately sent to him. 

Your Committee found that as soon as Colonel Arnold 
had disbanded his^ men, some of them became dissatisfied 
and mutinous, and many of them signified to the Commit- 
tee that they had been informed that they were to be de- 
frauded out of the pay for past services.' The Committee, 
"in order to quiet them, engaged under their hands, in be- 
half of the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, that as soon 
as the rolls should be made up and properly authenticated, 
they should be paid for their past services, and all those 
who should engage anew should have the same bounty and 
wages as is promised to those men who serve within said 
Colony. 

Your Committee inquired of Mr. Henry Bleecker, of 
Albany, how the men at those posts were supplied with 
provisions,~who informed that he acted under his brother, 
who Was a Commissioner of Supplies from New-York; 
that all the men at those stations, of whatsoever Colony, 
were supplied by him without distinction, and that he 
should continue so to do until otherwise directed. 

Your Committee appointed Timothy Edwards and Sam- 
uel Brown, Esquires, a Committee to supply the men un- 
der Colonel Easton's command with such necessaries as 
should not be supplied from New-York, and appointed 
Captain Elisha Phelps to act as Commissary under them, 
to deal out to the men whatsoever should be supplied by 
the said. Edwards and Brown. 

Your XLommittee_ being of the opinion that a Major 
should be appointed under Colonel Easton, and one Sur- 
geon to theTaattalion, and having inquired into the dispo- 
sition of the officers and men who "have engaged, have 
appointed John Brown, Esquire, as Major, and Sir. Jonas 
Fay as Surgeon. 

Your Committee, when they had received Colonel Ar- 
nold's resignation, directed him to return to Congress, antf 
render an account of his proceedings, agreeable to thfir in- 
structions, a copy of which order is herewith submitted. 

Your Committee made an examination, of the military 
stores at those posts, a schedule whereof is herewith de- 
livered, excepting some leaden and iron ball and old chains, 
which have been dug out of the ruins/of Crown Point fort. 

Your Co mmit tee finding that the men at those stations 
had now sufficiency oT gunpowder to defend the posts, 
and upon a careful inquiry could not find any at Albany, 
have directed sajd Committee of Supplies to supply them 
with two hundred weight from some of the town stocks in 
the County of Berkshire, on the credit of the Colony. 

Your Committee are of opinion that the maintaining of 
those posfsris of the utmost importance to' the security of 
the Colony of New-York and the Nnv-England Colonies, 



which was a sufficient inducement to the Committee to con- 
tinue in the pay of this Colony the number of men before 
mentioned. The fortress not being at present tenable, 
there must be a sufficient number of men to command the 
lake, and prevent, the enemy from landing. 

Your Committee are of opinion that the best security of 
those posts "|n their present state is, by armed vessels of 
various constructions to be kept constantly cruising on the 
lake, and small boats with swivel guns to act as scouts, which 
will effectually prevent the army from sudden surprise. 

Your Committee have, agreeable to their instruction?, 
advised the honourable American Congress, the honour- 
able Convention of the Colony of New-York, and the 
Governour of Connecticut, by respectfully signifying to 
them their opinion of the importance of the maintaining 
those posts, and the measures for effectuating the same. 
All which is humbly submitted. 

Walter Spooner, by order. 

Copy of the Warrant to Brown and Edwards. 

The Committee appointed by the Congress of the Colo- 
ny of the Massachusetts-Bay to appoint a Committee to 
supply the troops stationed by said Colony at Ticonderoga 
and Crown Point with provisions, &c, do hereby appoint 
you, the said Edwards and Brown, to supply said troops, 
on the credit of the said Colony, with blankets, if they 
should require them, according to the establishment for the 
Colony's Army, and with such provisions not supplied by 
the Colony'of New-York as, shall benecessary, according 
to the establishment of the Government of Connecticut for 
their forces at those posts; and you are hereby directed to 
send such provisions as you shall make for the said Colo- 
ny's troops to , who is appointed a Com- 
missary there to receive the same, and deal them out to 
the said troops. And for all which this shall be your 
sufficient warrant, until some future Congress or House of 
Representatives shall otherwise order. 

Order of the Committee to Colonel Arnold. 

— ^ Crown Point, Juns 23, 1775. 

Sir: You having signified to the Committee who are 
appointed and directed by the Provincial Congress of the 
Massachusetts-Bay to inquire into the state of the fortresses 
at Crown Point, Ticonderoga , &,c, and the appendages 
thereof, your resolution to resign all your command of the 
said fortresses, and the vessels and_ stores thereunto be- 
longing, for reasons under your hand expressed : 

This is to inform jou, that it is" the expectation of the 
Provincial Congress aforesaid, that .the_chief officer ; of the 
Connecticut forces at those stations will command the same 
for the present; and the Committee accordingly expect that 
you conform yourself to the directions of said Congress in 
that behalf, and deliver the samet0 4uch chief oflicgrpf the 
Connecticut forces, or his order, for which this shall be 
your authority. The Committee expect "that you will, as 
soon as may be, lay an account of vour disbursements, be- 
fore the Provincial Congress, agreeable to our instructions, 
a copy whereof is lodged with you. "''..'" 

By order of the Committee, 

Colonel Benedict Arnold. _ -•_- -.j -■_-:.- „ : 

Colonel Arnold's refusal to serve any longer. 

Crown Point, June 24, 1775. - 

Gentlemen : Your instructions of the 14th instant from 
the Provincial Congress of the Massachusetts- Buy, in 
regard to my conduct here, being now before me L I will 
answer in course. " " . 

' In the first place, I observe you are appointed to examine 
my conduct, and in- what manner I have esecu_tgd_niy com- 
mission. 1 look on this instruction at' this juncture as un- 
precedented, and a very plain intimation that the Congress 
are dubious of my rectitude or abilities^ which is^ a sufficient 
inducement for me "to decline serving them longer, 

Secondly, the Congress have authorized you to judge of 
my spirit, capacity, and conduct, and determine whether I 
shall continue in commission, and if so, that I shall be un-. 
der the command of a person appointed by the Colony of 
Connecticut. In answer to the first part, it appearsjo me 
very extraordinary that the Congres"s"shoul(l first appoint an 
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officer, and afterwards, when he had executed his commis- 
sion, to appoint a Committee to examine if he was fit for 
his post. I think the examination should have been prior 
to the commission, ancTthat after executing that commis- 
sion they shoulcT order a younger officer of the same rank 
to take the command of the fortresses, vessels, &c, con-, 
q tiered", plainly indicates the loss of their confidence, and is 
a most disgraceful reflection on him and the body of troops 
he_ commands, wTiich is a sufficient inducement to resign, 
riot to mention the very great hardship on the private men, 
who, having* serve"? well near two months, are now to be 
roMfe'red^ and if_ by sickness or hard labour, they are re- 
duced and notUt Tor service, and of course do not pass 
muster, they are to lose, their former time and service, ana 
reduced to the distress of begging their bread until they can 
get borne to tFieir friends. 

The last objection I have to make is, that I have so far 
lost the confidence of the Congress, that they have declined 
Seflding me money, as was promised by Captain Brown, 
to discharge tiie small and unavoidable debts I have con- 
tracted for necessaries for the use of the Army, for which 
my own credit is at stake, and I am reduced to the neces- 
sity of leaving the place with dishonour, or waiting until I 
can send home and discharge those debts out of my private 
purse. The latter of which I am determined to do, though 
I have already advanced one hundred Pounds, lawful mo- 
ney,"out"of my private purse. All which reasons I believe 
will be thought a sufficient inducement for nie to decline 
holding my commission longer. 
■ T am, Gentlemen, your most hi rible servant, 

Benedict Arnold. 

Messrs. Spooncr, Foster, and Sullivan, present. 

v . . Ticonderoga, June 28, 1775. 

TIonot h\t?le GrNTi.F.MEN : Agreeable to your motion 
and encouragement when present at this, place, together 
with a view of quickening tiie minds of the soldiers of ftiy" 
Company, I herewith present you with an account of the 
several proportions of time each person named in the pay- 
roll have actually served in my Company in the present 
northern expedition, together with the several capacities in 
which they have severally served, and have endeavoured, 
to .the utmost of my ability, to exhibit it with impartiality 
and exactness. And Jf any mistake Is found in exhibiting 
the particular sum of the different capacity in which either 
has served, 1 hope it will be imputed solely to inadvertence, 
as I have not a form of the establishment of the Massachu- 
setts-Bay at command; therefore, should yoirfind, on ex- 
amination, any mistake of the kind, beg "the favour you 
wCuld please to make such additions to, or substructions 
from, as is equitable, agreeable to the form as established 
for that Province. 

. . T have_ receive J. seven Pounds and .four Shillings, and 
nff Lieutenant, Mr. Satterlee, sixteen Pounds and eight 
Shillings, amounting, in the whole, to twenty-three Pounds 
and twelve ghlJHngs, lawful money, from Colonel Arnold, 
for the use of the soldiejs in my Company, which you will 
either please to deduct from the foot of the pay-bill, and 
discharge me Tor the' same from him, or send the whole 
Contents, 'with directions to me to repay him, which 1 shall 
readily comply with, winch I humbly submit to your wis- 
donj. ; "_ ;/ : . 

1 have sent no account in the pay-bill for extra expense 
lh enlisting a Company, for billeting, and otherwise sup- 
plying my ioldieri Tn a forced march, &c, nor included 
any allowance therein for good Mr. Satterlce , s extra fa- 
tigue and faithfulness as Adjutant, of the Regiment; but 
leave it to some future period, not doubting such ample 
regard will bejnade as is provided for others in like capa- 
city in your (jovernment. ' . '"'. 

Jour~ paying the amount of the pay-bill to Lieutenant 

WilUarn Satterlee, the hearer, with his receipt on the back 

therefor, shall be your sufficient discharge for so much re- 

fcerced for t lie. ..use of ipy Compatiyj and the. favours shall 

be^ ever gratefully acknowledged by, gentlemen, your most 

obedient and very humble servant, t t-> 

. - -" ' ■ '" • -.J.P&A5. r ay, 

■ By order and in^ehalfofSAf.wEhtiwRmc'K, Captain. 

Honourable Walter Spoon er, Jedediah Foster, and James 

jSultivan, Esquires, Committee, &c, for the Province 

of Massachusetts-Bay. 



Ordnance .Stores at Crown Point, June 23, 1775. 

Seven punches for vents of guns, 14 wooden setters, 3 
scoops for shells, 1 pair brass scales, 14 mallets for dri- 
ving fuzes, 1 set of measures for powder, 310 pounds of 
slow match, 118 pounds shot, 5S0 twelve-pound shot, 580 
nine-pound shot, 580 six-pwnd shot, 1,430 grape shot, 
68 shells for an eight-inch howitzer, 370 shells, 6 sponges 
with ramrods, 6 wagon bodies, 906 wheels of all sorts, 22 
wadhooks with ramrods, 1 cross-cuT saw, 1 mill whipsaw. 

At Ticonderoga.— Three guns and triangle, 1 repar- 
able and 3 useless, 6 gages for shot for twelve-pounders, 
3 copper hoops, 6 copper ladles, 12 iron ladles, shells, 
shot, &c, in vast quantities. 

Colonel Arnold informs that he has. just bought four 
oxen for use, price twenty-eight Pounds ; six cows, at four 
Pounds per head, and twenty sheep; wnlch he will turn 
over to the Connecticut forces, if the Commander-in-Chief 
will receive them. 

Also, further informs he has engaged twenty seamen, 
two armourers, and two gunners. 



THEODORE ATKINSON TO NEW-HAHPSHIRECONGRESS.* 
Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, July 6, 1775. 

Gentlemen :. In answer to your request touching my 
delivery of the records and files belonging to, and now in 
the Secretary's office of this Province, I beg leave to ac- 
quaint you that I am, by His Majesty's special commission, 
appointed Secretary of this Province during His Majesty's 
pleasure and my residence in this Province ; and agreeable 
thereto I was. admitted and sworn into that office, and had 
the keeping the archives belonging thereto delivered to 
me, and put under my direction and in my keeping. You 
cannot hut see my honour and my oath forbids my consent 
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Gentlemen : I. have seen your appointment and directions from_the 
Provincial Congress to receive from me the rec ords an d fil es of the 
Secretary's office. This delivery by me would be a transaction .that I 
dare not be a volunteer in. My appointment is by His Majesty'jj spe- 
cial commission to Tie Secretary of tHis Province, and to holdjhe same 
during His Majesty's pleTtsure and my residence in the same ; Try which 
appointment I execute that office in the different branchos__o_f .duty, 
viz : as recording the transactions. of the General Assembly, and of the 
Governour and Council when they meet on any oilier or special occa T 
sioh ; also, when they sit as a Court of Appeals from the Courts of 
the Common Law in this Province, or from sentences of the Courts. of 
Probate of Wills, &c. I am also to give every vessel a cortificaie.and. 
passport that she is regularly cleared outwards. Those are alt separate 
branches. of the Secretary's office, and I am under oath to keerrthe 
game agreeable to the .directions. of the. law in all things whereurjlo 
that office hath relation ; and thus the records, Sec , are comm itted to 
my care and trust, &,c. 

Now, gentlemen, consider my situation. If I am active, andvolun- 
tarily deliver these . archives ;so committe d to my care without proper 
authority, am I not criminal ? In this_ Province I know thgre..;Isnot 
above one single precedent of thfs. nature, and that not arpuratfel. 
This happened in .Governour Granfi eld's time, or soon after he abdi- 
cated. the chair, of government of this Province. A number of nven 
armed attacked the Secretary 's office, (one Chamberlain then Secreta- 
ry,) and forced fioin him aft the records _andl "filcsthereoT, riot only 
what Ls now esteemed the Secretary's office, but also what is tjow gall- 
ed, the Recorder's, such as deeds and conveyances of freehold estates; 
also, those of the. Court of Probate pFW ills, &c, and the several Courts 
of Common Law, General Sessions of theTeacc, SLc., &c. What confu- 
sion tliis transaction occasioned is not to Be conceived . All tile-archives 
of th» Province thug, hold in thejiands. or.ihe_multitudc, and which 
s_q remained till the glorious revolution in King William arid "Queen 
Mary's time, when agericra] amnesty took place, &c, &c. .^Notwith- 
standing, those records and files have never, to this day, found the way 
to their respective offices, but still remain (what is loft of them) in that 
confused .condition;. to. this time ; and doubtles s m any widows and or. 
phans, as well as others, have met great disadvantages, and suffered 
much ..loss. . If you turn your thoughts ToThe present distressing sittfa. 
tion of North A?njrica— two armies of twelve or fifteen thousand men 
each, and both His Majesty's subjects, now encamped within cannon 
shot of each ojlicr, alternately spilling theTjTooJand spreading tlnrcar- 
nagc of their fellow-subjects — these, I think, call for all our thoughts 
andendeavpuTs how to,, cxtrici\te_us_w h;liout liaTi ng info action any 
affair not likely to contribute to the first and grand affair of peace and 
harmony between Great Britain and America, If you examine the 
transactions rpf the neighbouring Rovihcc for precedents, your soarcji, 
I imagine, "will be. fruitless. Ge.nora.rPog'eTiiis Tioen personally at 
Saletn, and though lie disapproved the transaction of the towTrrneet- 
ings, lie never protended, to intermeddle with the records ; Cambridge, 
whose situation iirti the midst of the dispute, nor Concord, though 
"that town Ji.as i been plundered, yet tiie County or Town records re- 

maitv unaffected. " ' _^ 

•" For. these regsoTis I cannot think any such power as taking the re- 
cords, from the usual places, &c, was delegated to yoifin youTrappoint 
ment. I hav_e". been, thus prolix in "giving the reasons why, if the records 
Qf.the..Segretary's office are. taken .out. of jriy possession by you, tiiey 
wijl.ke takgn witho_ut.rny consent or approbation. 

I am, Geritlemon, youTS. "■ .;-.-. 
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or even my connivance in such a delivery, unless accom- 
panied with His Majesty's supersedeas, or my not being 
resident in this Province. 

Gentlemen, the difficulties, I may say the distresses in 
the Province, and indeed of the whole Continent, are such 
that every additional cause of perplexity should be avoided. 
1 have, gentlemen, no thoughts of attempting to maintain 
the security of the records in my custody by force. This I 
know would have no good effect. My aim is only to re- 
move any grounds of complaint that may be against me for 
either neglect or malepractice in the execution of my said 
office. 

I am, Gentlemen, with proper regard, your humble ser- 
vant, Theodore Atkinson. 
To Major William Weeks, and the rest of the Committee. 



SECRETARY ATKINSON TO GOVERNOUR WENTWORTH.. 
Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, July 7, 1775. 

Sir: Your Excellency will give me leave to acquaint 
you, that on the fourth instant I had, as Secretary, a visit 
from a Committee appointed by the Provincial Congress of 
this Colony held at Exeter. They showed me their appoint- 
ment, and requested the delivery of all the records and 
files in the Secretary's office. I told them it would be 
against my honour and my oath of office to be a volunteer 
in such delivery. After an hour's moderate conversation, 
and without any Heat, the Committee left me, and I was 
in hopes I should not have any farther visit from them ; but 
on the sixth instant they came again and urged the de- 
livery. I still refused as before, and told them they well 
knew it was not in my power to defend the office by force 
of arms ; if they took the records, &c, or any of them, 
they must be answerable. They then entered the office 
and took all the files and records belonging to the Secreta- 
ry's office, except those books in which were recorded the 
several charter grants of land, which were with your Excel- 
lency to take some minutes from. The Committee offer- 
ed me their receipt, agreeable to their orders from the 
Congress, but I refused, being no otherwise concerned than 
barely as a spectator. They then cleared the offices of 
all the books and papers, and transported them to Exeter, 
where they are (I am informed) to remain till further order. 
Thus I have stated the facts as they occurred ; and I am, 
may it please your Excellency, your Excellency's most 
obedient humble servant, 

Theodore Atkinson. 

Governour' Wentworth. 



SECRETARY ATKINSON TO GOVERNOUR WENT1V0RTH. 
In Provincial Congress, Exeter, July 7, 1775. 

Whereas this Congress have resolved it as their opinion, 
that all the publick Records of the Colony were at this 
time unsafe in the Town of Portsmouth, and that the same 
should be removed to the Town of Exeter, all which Re- 
cords have in consequence thereof been removed by a 
Committee appointed for that purpose as far as came to 
their knowledge, except the books of Charters of the sev- 
eral Townships in this Colony: Therefore, it is now Re- 
solved, That the Honourable Theodore Atkinson, Esquire, 
Secretary of the Colony, is accountable to the people for 
said Re cord s, and that he ought without delay to deliver the 
same to the Committee. 

Extract from the. Minutes : . 

Attest : Noah Emery, Deputy Secretary. 

Monday, July 10, 1775. 

Sir: The above is a copy of what I received from Major 
Weeks of the Committee that required the Records, &,c, 
the ofher day. I made the same answer to him that I did 
to the Committee the other day, viz: that I could make 
no delivery : if they took them, they must be answerable. 
Major Weeks seemed sorrowful that he was appointed, &c. 

To his Excellency the Governour. 



COURT OF COMMON COUNCIL, LONDON. 

Friday, July 7, 1775. 

A Court of Common Council was held this day at Guild- 
hall, when the Court re-assumed the consideration of the 
Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. ~ 



letter from the Committee of New- York, addressed to the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of London; 
when a motion/was made by Mr. Stavely, that an humble 
Address, Remonstrance, and Petition, relative to the dis- 
tressed situation of the American Colonies, should be pre- 
sented by the City, in their corporate capacity, to His Ma- 
jesty. This caused warm debates, it being strongly opposed 
by several of the members. Mr. Hunt then made the 
following motion : 

" That an humble Address and Petition be presented to 
His Majesty, praying that he will be pleased to cause hos- 
tilities to cease between Great Britain and America, and 
to adopt such measures as will restore union, confidence, 
and peace over the British Empire." 

This motion, (leaving out the word " Remonstrance," 
after several debates, was carried in the affirmative. 

The number for the motion were: six Aldermen, sixty- 
six Commoners, and two Tellers. — Total 74. 

Against the motion : six Aldermen, fifty-one Common- 
ers, and two Tellers.— Total 59. 

Majority for the motion 15. 

Mr. Hunt then moved, that a Committee of six Alder- 
men and twelve Commoners might be directly appointed 
to draw up the Petition and Address, which passed in the 
affirmative. The Committee withdrew, and in a short time 
returned with a most respectful Petition and Address, which 
met the approbation of the whole Court, except one dis- 
senting Alderman. 

The Sheriffs are directed to attend His Majesty at St. 
James's next Wednesday, in order to know when he will 
be pleased to receive the above Address, which will be 
presented by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common 
Cojancil, in their gowns. 

On Wednesday, July 12th, the two Sheriffs and City 
Remembrancer, waited on His Majesty at St. James's to 
know when he would be graciously pleased, to receive the 
City Petition and Address; when he was pleased to appoint 
Friday at two o'clock. 

On Friday, July 14th, the following humble Address 
and Petition was presented to the King, by the' Lord Mayor, 
the Recorder, the Aldermen Bull, Lewes, Hayley, Lee, 
Plomer, Hart, and several of the Common Council : 

To the King's most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address and Petition of the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commons of the City of London, in 
Common Council assembled: 

Most gracious Sovereign : 

Your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of the City of London, 
in Common Council assembled, with all humility beg leave 
to lay themselves at your Royal feet, humbly imploring 
your benign attention towards the grievous distraction of. 
their fellow-subjects in America. 

The characteristick of the people, Sire, over whom you 
reign has ever been equally remarked for an unparalleled 
loyalty to their Sovereign, whilst the principles oftbe Con- 
stitution have been the rule of his Government ; as well as 
a firm opposition, whenever their rights have been invaded. 

Your American subjects, Royal Sire, descended from the 
same ancestors with ourselves, appear equally jealous of 
their prerogatives of freemen,' without Which they cannot 
deem themselves happy. 

Their cheerful and unasked-for contributions, as well as 
willing services to the Mother Country,' whilst they remained 
free from the clog of compulsory laws, will, w r e are sure, 
plead powerfully with the humanity of your disposition, for 
graciously granting them every reasonable opportunity of 
giving, as freenrren, what they seem resolutely determined 
to refuse, under the injunction of laws made independent 
of their own consent. 

The abhorrence we entertain of civil bloodshed and. con- 
fusion will, we trust, Sire, if not .wholly exculpate us in 
your Royal mind, yet plead powerfully in our favour for 
the warmth with which we lament those measures whose 
destructive principles have driven our American brethren 
to acts of desperation. 

Convinced of the earnest disposition of the Colonists to 
remain firm in all duteous obedience to the constitutional 
01 
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authority of this Kingdom, permit us, most gracious Sover- 
eign, to beseech you, that those operations of force, which at 
present distract them with the most dreadful apprehensions, 
may be suspended ; and that, uncontrolled by a restraint 
incompatible with a free Government, they may possess an 
opportunity of tendering such terms of accommodation as 
we doubt not will approve them worthy of a distinguished 
rank amongst the firmest friends of this Country. 

His Majesty's Answer. 
I am always ready to listen to the dutiful Petitions of my 
subjects, and ever happy to comply with their reasonable 
requests ; but while the constitutional authority of this King- 
dom is resisted by part of my American subjects, I owe it 
to the rest of my people, of whose zeal and fidelity I have 
had such constant proofs, to continue and enforce those 
measures by which alone their rights and interests can be 
asserted and maintained. 

London, July 32, 1775, 
Yesterday was held a Court of Common Council, when 
a motion was made by Mr. Hurford, and seconded by Mr. 
Harrison, that this Court do order a letter, signed by the 
Town Clerk, to be sent to Isaac Low, Esq., Chairman of 
the New-York Committee, in order to be by him laid 
before the" Committee, acknowledging the receipt of the 
Committee's letter to this Court, enclosing a copy of this 
Court's late Petition and Address to His Majesty, and His 
Majesty's Answer; upon which a previous question was 
moved by Mr. Deputy Leeky; the main question being 
read, the question was whether that be now put ; for which 
there were two Aldermen, forty-seven Commoners, and 
two Tellers ; total fifty-one. Against the question being put, 
six Aldermen, fifty-six Commoners, and two Tellers ; total 
sixty-four. Majority against putting the main questipn, 
thirteen. 

DR. FRANKLIN TO DR. JOSEPH PRIESTLEY, IN ENGLAND. 

Philadelphia, July 7, 1775. 

Dear Friend: The Congress met at a time when all 
minds were so exasperated by the perfidy of General Gage, 
and his attack on the country people, that propositions for 
attempting an accommodation were not much relished ; and 
it 1ms been with difficulty that we have carried another 
humble Petition Jo. the Crown, to give Britain one more 
chance, one opportunity more of recovering the friendship 
of the Colonies ; which, however, I think she has not sense 
enough to embrace, and so Iconclude she has lost them for 
ever.- 

She has begun to burn our seaport Towns ; secure, I 
suppose, we shall never be able to return the outrage in 
kind. She may doubtless destroy them all; but if she 
wishes to recover our commerce, are these the probable 
means? She must certainly be distracted ; for no trades- 
man out of Bedhmeyer thought of increasing the num- 
ber of his customers, by knocking them on the head; or of 
'enabling them to pay their debts by burning their houses. 

If she wishes' to have us subjects, and that we should 
submit to her as our compound sovereign, she is now giv- 
ing us such miserable specimens of her government, that 
we shall ever detest and avoid it, as a complication of rob- 
bery, murder, famine, fire, and pestilence. 

You will have heard, before this reaches you, of the 
treacherous conduct of General Gage to the remaining peo- 
ple in Boston, in detaining their goods, after stipulating to 
let them go out with their effects, on pretence that mer- 
chants' goods were not effects ; the defeat of a great body 
of his troops by the country people at Lexington; some 
other small advantages gained in skirmishes with their 
troops ; and the faction at Bunker's Hill, in which they 
were twice repulsed, and the third time gained a dear vic- 
tory. Enough has happened, one would think, to convince 
your Ministers that the Americans will fight, and that this 
is a harder nut to crack than they imagined. 

We havenot yet applied to any foreign Power for assist- 
ance, nor offered our commerce for their friendship. Per- 
haps we never may: yet it is natural to think of it, if we 
are pressed. 

We have now an Army on the establishment, which still 
holds yours besieged. 

My time was never more fully employed. In the morn- 



ing, at six, T am at the Committee of Safety, appointed by 
the Assembly to put the Province in a state of defence ; 
which Committee holds till near nine, when I am at the 
Congress, and that sits till after four in the afternoon. Both 
these bodies proceed with the greatest unanimity, and their 
meetings aTe well attended. It will scarce be credited in 
Britain, that men can be as diligent with us from zeal for 
the publick good, as with you for thousands per annum. 
Such is the difference between uncbrrupTed new States, and 
corrupted old ones. 

Great frugalily and great industry are noiv become fash- 
ionable here; gentlemen, who used to entertain with two 
or three courses, pride themselves now in treating with 
simple beef and pudding. By these means, and the stop- 
page of our consumptive trade with Britain, we shall be 
better able to pay our voluntary taxes for the support of 
our Troops. Our savings in the article of trade amount to 
near five million sterling per annum. 

I shall communicate your letter to Mr. Winthrop, but 
the camp is at Cambridge, and he has as little leisure for. 
philosophy as myself. Believe me ever, with sincere es- 
teem, my dear friend, yours most affectionately. 

B. Franklin. 



JOHN DICKINSON TO ARTHmtJLEE. 

^7F a ^ h ¥ I Z Ju, y 7 , 1775. 

Dear Sir: Before' this comes to hand, you will have 
received, I presume, the Petition to the King. You will 
perhaps at first be surprised that we make no claim, and 
mention no right. But I hope, on considering all circum- 
stances, you will be of opinion that this humility, in an 
address to the Throne, is at present proper. 

Our rights have been already stated, our claims made; 
war is actually begun, and we are carrying it on vigorously. 
This conduct, and our other publications,Will show that our 
spirits are not lowered. If Admijiistration be desirous of 
stopping the effusion of British blood, the opportunity is 
now offered tp them by an unexceptionable Petition, pray- 
ing for an accommodation. If theyreject this application 
with contempt, the more humble it is lhe_more__such treat- 
ment will confirm the minds of.ouj counjrymen to endure 
all the misfortunes that may attend the contest. 

I do not know what is thought in London of the several 
engagements near Boston; but this you maybe assured 
of, that every one of them has been faypurabljOQ us, and 
particularly that of Bunlctr's Jlill, on the 17th of last 
month, when a mere carnage was made of the Royalists, 
though they gained the intrenchments. 

I am, dear Sir, your very affectionate humble servant, 

John Dickinson. 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Camp nearNW-York, July 7, 1775. 
Sir : We have among the Connecticut Troops, a num- 
ber of apprentices, and indented servants who ran away 
from their masters in this City, and have enlisted them- 
selves, and received their pay in Connecticut. Since our. 
arrival in this place, many of them have been, detained in 
town by their masters. As the Goyernour ^Connecticut 
has subjected me and the Troops under my command to 
the direction of. the Continental and tins Provincial Con- 
gress, I desire you, Sir, to take the opinion of your Con- 
gress, and advise me what plan of conduct I shall pursue 
with regard to such persons, and you will oblige, Sir, your 
humble servant, David Wooster. 

To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress. - 



WESTCHESTER COMMITTEE Tp NEW-YORK CONGRESS, 

" White Plains, July 7, 1775. 
Sir: The Committee of Westchester County, sensible 
of the great consequence, in our present struggle for liber- 
ty, of having officers of the Militia, who are sincere friends 
of the Country: and also that many, if not a majority of 
the Militia officers in this County, upon account of their 
oath of allegiance, or from sinister motives, endeavour to 
counteract the present measures, as far as. possible ; do re- 
quest the Provincial Congress to take the same into consi- 
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deration, and do what they shall think proper in so im- 
portant a matter. We are, Sir, your most humble servants. 
By order of the Committee : 

Gilbert Djrake, Chairman. 
To Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., President of the 



Provincial Congress. 



KINGSTON COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Kingston, July 7, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We received with great pleasure the re- 
solves of your honourable Board respecting the Militia of 
this Colony, being well persuaded that the putting it under 
due regulations and discipline will afford the Colony the 
greatest security in this time of publick calamity. We are 
sensible of the necessity, therefore, of complying with the 
measures recommended in your resolve, while we .are ex- 
tremely sorry that for want of being a little more particu- 
lar and explicit, people differ in their sentiments about the 
mode they are to pursue, which has already occasioned 
much warmth, and we fear, unless prevented by an expla- 
natory resolve by your honourable body, may create still 
greater confusion and trouble, to the injury of the common 
cause. In order that you may understand wherein we differ 
in the construction of your said resolve, we beg leave to 
propose the following queries, the solving of which we 
would faux hope will give general satisfaction, and restore 
us to our former harmony, to wit: 

1. Is it intended by the advice to the inhabitants to form 
themselves into companies if necessary, that they should 
elect their officers, or continue to serve under the officers 
appointed by Government, if they are well affected to the 
common cause? 

2. If the inhabitants are to elect their officers up to a 
Captain, how are the Field-Officers to be appointed — at 
the election of the companies at large, or by the subaltern 
officers ? 

We are, gentlemen, your most obedient servants. 
By order of the Committee of the Town of Kingston : 
Johannes Sleght, Chairman. 

To Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., President of the 
Provincial Congress. 



ELISHA PHELPS TO NEW-TORK CONGRESS. 

Albany, July 7, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: Received your favour, dated June 29, 
1775, On the 6th day of July instant. I also received the 
stores of provisions in place of Mr. Bleecker, who I was 
in hopes might have been ordered to purchase provisions, 
and deliver to me to forward. Sir, flour is very scarce in 
this City, or cannot be purchased without money. Ibave 
been through the City will] the assistance of Esquire Pal- 
mer, and could not get but twenty barrels ; also, have been 
to Schenectady, and could not get but ten barrels there. 
I am much afraid the Troops will suffer if they cannot be 
immediately supplied. I wrote by the post to one of the 
gentlemen Committee for two or three hundred barrels of 
flour. Should be glad your Honour would see and order 
as you think proper. Colonel Hinman has wrote orders to 
me for hospital stores, and they cannot all be got in this 
City. Captain Mott will inform you more particularly. 
Sir, should be glad to know who in particular to write to 
for provisions, Sic, at New-York, that is and will be 
wanted. 

I am, "with esteem, Sir, your most humble servant at 
command, Elisha Phelps. 

To his Honour P. V. B. Livingston, President of the 
Provincial Congress, New- York. 



COLONEL HINMAN TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Ticonderoga, July 7, 1775. 

Sir: Yours of 29th June I have received, by which I 
have the pleasure of being informed of your appointment 
to the command of the. .troops in this quarter. Agreeable 
to your jequ'est, I have made as minute a return of the 
forces, guns, ammunition, and stores, as lam capable of 
under our present unsettled circumstances. 

As to Governour Carleton's motions, I can say but little 



with regard to them. It is said that there are at St. John's 
about three hundred and fifty Regulars, a few Canadians, 
and a small number of Indians at the other posts. By what 
intelligence I can get, there are about two hundred and fifty 
of the King's Troops, or thereabout, at St. John's; they 
are fortifying and building some water craft, by what I can 
learn, but with what intent we cannot yet determine. You 
may be assured of my taking every opportunity of inform- 
ing the Canadians of our friendly intentions towards them; 
but tbey are so very cautious, and the passes are so guard- 
ed, that it is almost impossible to get any information to 
them. I have lately sent a Committee to Skenesborough 
to inquire into the state of affairs there, and find they want 
to be put under some new regulations. The place at pre- 
sent is kept by some men who Mr. Arnold put there. But 
as I expected you would be up in a short time, I have not 
given any orders respecting the management of things 
there ; but shall wait for your orders relative thereto. 
I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

Benjamin Hinman. 
To Major-General Schuyler. 

P. S. I wait, Sir, with impatience for your arrival, as I 
find myself very unable to steer in this stormy situation. 
Sometimes we have no flour, and a constant cry for rum, 
and want of molasses for beer, which was engaged to our 
people; the failure of those who provide give great unea- 
siness to the men ; hope for better times on your arrival. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO JOHN HANCOCK, PRESIDENT. 
[Read July 17, 1775.] 

Hartford, July 7, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: I have the honour of your favour of 
the 27th of June, acquainting me with the requisition made 
by the Congress upon this Colony in favour of General 
Schuyler, which I immediately laid before the General 
Assembly, and am directed to acquaint you, (hat it would 
have given them great pleasure to have found themselves 
able to have complied fully with the demand; but such is 
the exhausted state of our Treasury, in consequence of the 
very vigorous efforts the Colony have made and are still 
making in the common cause, that we could only furnish 
fifteen thousand Pounds, which ispreparing with all pos- 
sible despatch, and will be forwarded in a few days to the 
General at Albany. With respect to the other most im- 
portant article, it is with much concern that we. acknow- 
ledge that we could do but little, having already much 
exhausted our stock by the supplies furnished to the camp 
at Cambridge. However, all that we could do we have 
done, and sent forward to the General forty half-barrels; 
which we hope he will receive in a few days. We doubt 
not proper care will be taken as speedily as possible to 
reimburse the Colony these expenses, that we may be 
enabled to continue our exertions in the common cause of 
American liberty. I am also to inform you, that the As- 
sembly have come to a resolution, at the earnest request of 
the Provincial Congress of the Massachusetts-Bay, to aug- 
ment our troops in the publick service with two Regiments 
of seven hundred men each, exclusive of commissioned 
officers. We should have been happy, if possible, to have 
received the directions of the honourable Congress" before 
we adopted this measure ; but such appeared to us to be 
the critical situation of our affairs, great part, of our troops 
being employed in the Province of Neio-York under the 
orders of the Congress, that it would not be prudent to 
delay it so long a time as would be necessary to obtain 
their directions upon the subject. We hope, nevertheless, 
it will meet with their approbation, and that the Continen- 
tal currency may be in such forwardness as to be applied 
to the equipping and furnishing of these regiments; which 
will be raised with all possible despatch, and the seiner 
we are supplied with the Continental bills the better. 

With respect to Major Skene, we could have" wished 
that he might still have been continued at F 'hiladclpfiia ; 
and jf he is not actually set out for Hartford , we beg his 
destination may be changed; however, if he arrives here 
w.e shall do the best we can with him. 

I am, with great truth and regard, in behalf of the Go- 
vernour and Company, Sir, your most obedient and most 
humble servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 
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EXTRACT OFVEETTfiR TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHJLADXL- 
PHIA, DATED LONDON, JULY 8, 1775. 

I am happy that you are settled in Philadelphia, a city 
that is and shall be blest. The great founder, Perm, was 
inspired with true wisdom, and God gave him a heart to 
form a City and Colony for a refuge to the persecuted 
asserters of the rights of human nature at this day, when 
it. is the determination of Administration, at least part of 
them, with the King, to destroy such Towns as lay on the 
sea. But don't be frightened or deceived; they cannot 
accomplish their horrid schemes. Your securing Ticon- 
deroga and Crown Point has overthrown their designs, and 
now in revenge they say we will destroy their Towns, You 
see by this what you are to expect. The heart of Pha- 
raoh is hardened, and the chariot will be driven so fast that 
the wheels wOFfly off In a sea of blood. 

Our worthy Lord Mayor has exerted himself abundantly. 
He has called a Common-Hall pf the. Livery, and. held a 
Common Council at three different times, and sent up a 
Petition and Remonstrance ; and this day the proceedings 
of the City are in the press, to be published to all the 
Counties in England; and our patriots, with an American 
bravery, aredetermined to protest against the doings of the 
Parliament, and enter into an Association. They have 
dravyn up very spirited resolves. But as yet you must 
have patience ; great bodies move slow. The people of 
England have long been inured to oppression, and are not 
so quick in their feelings as the Americans. They are, 
indeed, more moderate, but have" already discovered their 
abhorrence to the plans of the tyrants in such a manner as 
to make them repent they laid them; and in a few months, 
should there be no submission on your side, (which God 
grant there may not,) they will call home Gage, and let 
you alone awhile, as they cannot get men to go on so hor- 
rid an errand, Tiieofficers hear that the riflemen intend 
killing them only, which is most excellent news, as it not 
only discourages the officers, but makes the soldiers think 
well of the Americans, as they hate their officers, and. will 
certainly desert, if they have opportunity. It is not Eng- 
land, but only eight Ministers of State, with the King and 
his tools in Parliament, that are fighting against you, and 
use every unfair means to deceive the people of ^England . 
I understand Fort_ Ticonderoga is to be retaken by Carle- 
ton, who has one thousand Scots Highlanders sent over 
to him, commanded by Col. Murray, with one thousand 
rime hundred, more _, who are now enlisting in Scotland; 
this you may depend on. 

, Our wise Ministry, in order to deceive the people, circu- 
late false reports in the papers and otherwise every day, 
both for and against the Americans, that men's minds may 
be so confounded. .they will not know what to depend upon ; 
but you may depend upon it, that should it cost all the 
blood. and treasure of Old England, they would prose- 
cute their efforts to.supdue you. Even the officers who 
are to execute their plans are ignorant of their ultimate 
designs. 

They now give out that Lord Chatham is to be called 
in to head a new Administration, and that a new system of 
politicks is to take, place; but nothing-can be further from 
their intention's. Lord Chatham never can come into their 
views, and those views being the possession of place, power, 
ajtid treasure, they will never give them up as long as they 
can' possibly holcf them. They have brought the King "so 
far. into, their measii^ that he cannot recede; so that they 
are now together in the place where they will remain till 
your wisdom and bravery shew the people of England 
that tyrants are to.be got at by very simple means. 

No statute C|n_be_jpade to put arms into the hands of 
Roman Catnoljcks, and in consequence; if you could pro- 
cure, proof that General Carleton has done.this, and convey 
that evidence to. tJm City, you would find the great cause 
brought to issue Tiere In a few months, sat verbum! Your 
salvation depends on your firmness and assiduity. If you 
submit, sixty of you are to be hanged in Philadelphia, 
and the same number in New-York; five hundred Pounds 
is offered for Captain Sears' s head in particular— a secret 
order.* ,-.-.... 

* Titr, tlolt,' the printer of the New-York Journal, has also had* 
repeated notices from persons of eminence in England, that he is 
afltong the number of the proscribed who are ordered to be sent to 
England, ' 



INDEPENDENT COMPANY OF ALEXANDRIA TO GENERAL 
WASHINGTON. 

-Alexandria, July 8, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency: Your favour of 
the 20th ultimo, notifying your intended departure for the 
camp, we received, and after transmitting copies to the 
different officers to whom it was directed, we laid it before 
a full meeting of your company this day. At the same 
time that they deplore the unfortunate occasion that calls 
you, their patron, friend, and worthy citizen, from them, 
and your more tender connexions, they beg your accept- 
ance of their most hearty congratulations upon your appoint- 
ment to the supreme military command of the American 
confederated forces. 

Firmly convinced, Sir, of your zealous attachment to 
the rights of your Country and those of mankind, and of 
your earnest desire that harmony and good will should 
again take place between us and our Parent State, we well 
know that your every exertion will be invariably employed 
to preserve the one and effect the other. 

Your kind recommendation, that a strict attention be 
had to disciplining the company, shall be complied with, 
and every possible method used for procuring arms and 
ammunition. 

We are to inform you, Sir, by desire of the company, 
that if at any time you shall judge it expedient for them 
to join the troops at Cambridge, or to march elsewhere, 
they will cheerfully do it. 

As the success of our arms, during the unhappy- contest 
for our liberties, will ever afford us the highest satisfaction, 
and as reports heretofore have been various and unauthen- 
tick, we entreat your Excellency, should there be any 
future engagement, and your leisure permit, to favour us 
with an account. Let our concerns for the cause we are 
embarked in claim your excuse for this freedom. 

We now recommend you to the favour of Him hy whom 
Kings reign and Princes decree justice; and wishing all 
your counsels and operations to be directed by his gracious 
providence to a happy and lasting union between us_and 
Great Britain, we are, with great regard, for selves and 
the company, your Excellency's most obedient and hum- 
ble servants, James Hendricks, 

George Gilpin, 
Rob. H. Harrison. 



extract or a letter from Messrs. bradtobds, of Phi- 
ladelphia, to the printer of a publick paper in 
london, dated philadelphia, july 8, 1775. 
By the papers you will find that we are forced into a 
war with our brethren of Great Britain ; you will also 
find that an overruling Providence covered our heads at 
the Lexington, Noddle Island, and Bunker's Hill actions. 
Our people have not in those three battles lost more than 
one hundred killed, and about two hundred wounded ; 
whereas, the Ministerial Troops have at least lost fifteen 
hundred killed, and one thousand wounded. 

In the affair at Bunker's Hill, it is asserted by many 
respectable people, who have, since the action, got out of 
Boston, that the Welsh Fusileers have only one Captain 
and ninety men left out of the whole Regiment ; and that 
Gage has lost four Colonels and three Majors, among 
whom are Colonel Nesbit, Majors Pitcairne and Sheriff. 
However the ministerial account may gloss over matters, 
their loss, has been such that a few more stich victories 
would leave Gage but a few men, and we should joyfully 
put up with the disgrace of a retreat every day for a month 
upon the same terms. Tell Lord Sandwich that Lord 
Howe says, the rebels fought more like devils than men, 
and that if our re-enforcement had come up in time he 
must have been totally defeated. 

Our Congress are still sitting, and likely to sit for some 
time. Seeing they were involved, they have taken all the 
necessary steps; they have an army of eighteen thousand 
or twenty thousand, headed by General Washington, around 
Boston, who are well armed, and hav_e magazines sufficient 
for. two years, notwithstanding the'steps taken to keep 
warlike stores from cowards and .poltrons, who had only 
broomsticks and rusty guns, ~~"" 

You may likewise. tell, his Lordship, that our Army is 
able to cope with thirty thousand such troops as Gage now 
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commands, and tliat we should be glad to see his Lordship 
at the head of them. 

No power ever armed so many men in so short a time 
as has been done in this Country ; it is computed that we 
have now above three hundred thousand men well armed, 
two-thirds of whom will fight from principle. 

This Province has raised one thousand riflemen, the 
worst of whom will put a ball into a man's head at the 
distance of one hundred and fifty or two hundred yards ; 
therefore, advise your officers who shall hereafter come out 
to America to settle their affairs in England before their 
departure. 

We are well assured that the ministerial tools in this 
Country have been tempting the Indians to fall on our 
frontiers, and in one Province it has been proved that they 
have endeavoured to set the negroes on their masters. Such 
hellish designs are carrying on by those wretches as must 
make any thing but the Devil, or Lord North and his tools, 
hide their heads. 

We are, Sir, yours, &ic, W. h T. Bradford. 



NORTH-CAROLINA DELEGATES TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, July 8, 1775. 

Sir: The Committee of this City, a few days ago, 
transmitted to you an original letter from Governour Mar- 
tin to Henry White, Esquire, from the contents of which 
it is very obvious that Goyemonr Martin has formed 
designs very inimical to the friends of America. From 
authentick information we learn, that he is to receive a 
supply of gunpowder from General Gage via New- York, 
and that he has sent from North- Carolina a cutter armed 
to receive it. She is a small boat, rigged like a schooner, 
mounts a few swivels, and is commanded by a Mr. . . . , 
the Lieutenant of the Famous, man-of-war; the vessel 
was formerly purchased in New-York by Captain Collet. 
We in particular desire, in case she should arrive in your 
port, to know what steps you may think prudent to secure 
her and her cargo. She is probably to receive the gun- 
powder from the Asia, or the other men-of-war lying in 
your harbour. We are, Sir, with great respect, your most 
obedient servanls, WrLLiAM Hooper, 

Joseph Hewes. 

new-york congress to charles thomson. 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, July 8, 1775. 

Sir: The Congress received yours of July 4, enclosing 
Governour Martin's letter to Mr. Henry White, dated 
June 13th, and immediately appointed a Committee to 
confer with him on the subject. From the answers he 
gave to the Committee, and a letter received from him, (a 
copy of which is enclosed,) the Congress are fully satisfied 
that Mr. White's conduct in this matter has been unex- 
ceptionable, and such as becomes the character of a good 
citizen, I am, Sir, &.c. 

By order : P. V. B. Livingston, President. 

To Charles Thomson, Esquire. 

Saturday, July 8, 1775. 

Sir : Three gentlemen of the Provincial Congress called 
upon me .with, an intercepted letter from Governour Mar- 
fin, of North-Carolina, dated the 13th. June, to send him 
a royal standard from hence. They desired to know if I 
had complied with his request, and whether I could inform 
them respecting the measures he was now pursuing; in 
answer to which I have to observe, that he some time ago 
wrote to me to send him such a standard, which I declined 
to do, lest it might be disagreeable to the people of this 
place, ancT wrote Mm to that purpose; which letter I ap- 
prehend miscarried, or he must have received it before the 
thirteenth of last month. With regard to the steps he 
has now taken in his Government, I am utterly unacquaint- 
ed with ; he has not communicated to me any particulars. 
Governour Martin is a gentleman I am intimately acquaint- 
ed with, and have transacted business for him ever since 
he has been at North- Carolina; -which accounts for his 
applying to me for the above standard. I imagine it will 
be believe J I did noLsoIicit the commis,sion. " ' ». . 

I am. Sir, &c, Henry White, 

To Peter V, B. Livingston, Esquire, 



HENDHAM (NEW-JERSEY) COMMITTEE. 

July 8, 1775." 
Whereas, the Committee of Observation for the Town- 
ship of Mendhdm, in the County of Morris, having legally 
notified Ezekial Beach to appear before us, to answer 
sundry charges exhibited against him touching his un- 
friendly conversation and conduct towards the Continental 
Association : said Beach not appearing, we do agree for 
ourselves, and recommend it to all others, to break off all 
dealings or connection with him, agreeable to the Eleventh 
Article of the Continental Association. Signed by order of 
the Committee, . _ David Thompson, Chairman. 



general burgoyne to general ljee. 

Boston, July 8, 1775. 

Dear Sir : When we were last together in service I 
should not have thought it within the vicissitudes of human 
affairs that we should meet at any time, or in any sense, as 
foes. The letter you have honoured m_e with, and my own 
feelings, continue to prove we are still far from being per- 
sonally such. 

I claim no merit from the attentions you so kindly re- 
member in the early periods of our acquaintance, but as 
they manifest how much it was my pride to be known to 
be your friend ; nor have 1 departed from the duties of that 
character, when, I will not scruple to say, it has been almost 
general offence to maintain it : I mean since the violent 
part you have taken in the commotions of the Colonies. 

It would exceed the limits and the propriety of our 
present correspondence to argue at full the great cause in 
which we are engaged. But anxious to preserve a con- 
sistent and ingenuous character, and jealous, I confess, of 
having the part I sustain imputed to such motives as you 
intimate, I will state to you, as concisely as I can, the prin-. 
ciples upon which, not voluntarily, but most conscientiously, 
I undertook it. 

I have, like you, entertained from infancy a veneration 
of publick liberty. ] have likewise regarded the British 
Constitution as the best safeguard of that blessing to be 
found in the history of mankind. 

The vital principle of the Constitution, in which it moves 
and has its being, is the supremacy of the King and Par- 
liament ; a compound, indefinite, indefeasible power, co-evil 
with the origin' of the Empire, and co-extensive over all 
its parts. 

1 am no stranger to the doctrines of Mr. Locke, and 
other of the best advocates for the rights of mankind, upon 
the compacts always implied between the governing and 
the governed, and the right of resistance in the latter, when 
the compact shall be so violated as to leave no other means of 
redress. I look with reverence, almost amounting to idola- 
try, upon those immortal Whigs who adopted and applied 
such doctrine during part of the reign of Charles the First, 
and in that of James the Second. 

Should corruption pervade the three estates of the Realm, 
so as to pervert the great ends for which they were insti- 
tuted, and make the power vested in them for the good of 
the whole people operate, like an abuse of the prerogative 
of the Crown, to general oppression, I am ready to acknow- 
ledge that the same doctrine of resistance applies as forcibly 
against the abuses of the collective body of power, as 
against those of the Crown, or either of the other compo- 
nent branches separately : still always understood that no 
other means of redress can be obtained ; a case, I contend, 
much more difficult to suppose when it relates to the whole, 
than when it relates to parts. 

But in all cases that have existedor can be conceived, 
I hold that resistance, to be justifiable, must be directed 
against the usurpation or undue exercise of power, and that 
it is most criminal when directed against any power .itself 
inherent in the Constitution. _ 

And here you will immediately discern why I drew a 
line in the allusion I made above to the reign of Charjex 
the First. Towards the close of it the true principle of 
resistance was changed, and a new system of Government 
projected accordingly. The Patriots, previous to the long 
Parliament, and during great part of it, as well as the glo- 
rious Revolutionists of 1688, resisted, to vindicate and re- 
store the Constitution ; the Republicans resisted to sub- 
vert it. """" "" "" ' ""' - 
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Now, Sir, lay your hand upon your heart, as you have 
enjoined me to do on mine, and tell me, to which of these 
purposes do the proceedings of America tend ? 

Is it the weight of taxes imposed, and the impossibility 
of relief after a due representation of her burden, that has 
induced her to talte arms ?" or is it a denial of the rights of 
British legislation to impose them, and consequently a 
struggle for total independency ? For the idea of power 
that can tax externally and not internally, and all the 
sophistry that attends it, though it may catch the weak- 
ness and the prejudice of the multitude in a speech or 
pamphlet, it is too preposterous to weigh seriously with a 
roarr of your un.derstan.ding ; and I am confident you will 
admit the case to be fairly put. Is it then from a relief of 
taxes, or from the control of Parliament, " in all cases 
whatsoever," we are in war? If for the former, the quarrel 
is at an end ; there is not a man of sense and information 
in America, who does not know it is in the power of 
the Colonies to put an end to the exercise of taxation 
immediately and forever. I boldly assert it, because sense 
and information will also suggest to every man, that it can 
never be the interest of Britain, after her late experience, 
to make another trial. 

But if the other ground is taken, and it is intended to 
wrest from Great Britain a link of that substantial, and, 
1 hope, perpetual chain, by which the Empire holds, think 
it not a ministerial mandate ; think it not a mere profes- 
sional ardour; think it not a prejudice against a part of our 
fellow-subjects, that induces men of integrity, (and among 
such you have done me the honour to class me,) to act with 
vigour ; but be assured it is a conviction that the whole of 
our political system depends upon the preservation of its 
great and essential parts distinctly, and no part is so great 
and essential as supremacy of legislation. It is a convic- 
tion, that as a King of England never appears in so glorious 
a light as when he employs the executive powers of the 
state to maintain the laws, so, in the present exertions of 
that power, His Majesty is particularly entitled to our zeal 
and grateful obedience, not only as soldiers but as citizens. 

These principles, depend upon it, actuate the Army and 
Fleet throughout. And let me at the same time add, there 
are few, if any, gentlemen among us who would have drawn 
his sword in the cause of slavery. 

But why do I bind myself to the Navy and Army ? The 
sentiments I have touched are those of the great bulk of 
the Nation. I appeal to the landed men who have so 
long borne burdens for America ; I appeal to those trading 
Towqswho are sufferers by the dispute, and the City of 
London at the head. of them, notwithstanding the petitions 
and remonstrances which the arts of party and faction have 
extorted from some; individuals; and last, because least in 
your favour, I appeal to the majorities in the Houses of 
Parliament upon American questions this session. The 
most licentious news-writers want assurance to call these 
majorities Ministerial, much less will you give them that 
name when you impartially examine the characters that 
compose them ; men of the most independent principles 
and fortunes, and many of them professedly in opposition 
to the Court in the general line of their conduct. 

Among other supporters of British rights against Ame- 
rican claims, I will not speak positively, but I firmly be- 
lieve I. may name the man of whose integrity you have 
the highest opinion, and whose friendship is nearest your 
heart— I mean Lord Thanet, from whom my Aid-de-Camp 
has a letter for ypuTand also one from Sir Charles Davers. 
I do not enclose them, because the writers, little ima^inin^ 
how difficult your conduct would render our intercourse, 
desired they might "be" delivered to your own hands. 

For this purpose, as well as to renew " the rights of fel- 
lowship," I wisfftCLsee you ; and, above all, "T should find 
an interview happy if it should induce such explanation as 
might tend in their consequences to peace. I feel, in com- 
mon wjth all arp.und me, for the unhappy bulk of this 
Country; they foresee not the distress that is impending 
over, them. I know Great Britain is ready to open her , 
arms upon the first overture of accommodation ; I know- 
she is equally resolute to maintain her original rights ; and 
if the war proceeds, your one "hundred and fifty thousand 
mfn will not be a. match for her power. 

The place I would propose for our meeting is the house 
upon Boston Neck, just within our advanced sentries, called 



Brown's house. T will obtain authority to give my parole 
of honour for your safe return. I shall expect the same 
on your part, that no insult be offered to me. If this plan 
is agreeable to you, name your day and hour. At all events, 
accept a sincere return of the assurances with which you 
honour me, and believe me, in all personal considerations, 
affectionately yours. 

P. S. I obeyed your commands to General Howe and 
Clinton. I also communicated your letter and my answer 
to Lord Percy. They all join me in compliments, and 
authorize me to assure you they do the same in principle. 



To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of Massachu- 
setts-Bay, convened at Watertown, July 8, 1775. 

The Petition of (he Selectmen and Committee of Safety, 
at the desire and in behalf of the Inhabitants of the 
District q/* Harps well, humbly shcweth: 

That your petitioners have at all times exerted them- 
selves in prosecuting those measures .recommended by the 
Continental and Provincial .Congresses ; that it is their 
fixed determinationjo continue thus to dp ; that some of 
said inhabitants cheerfully enlisted for the publick safety, 
and so ward off that despotick and arbitrary power with 
which Administration is aiming to govern the Colonies. 

That said District, on (he account of the situation, being 
an isthmus, or neck of land, about ten miles in length, 
(with many adjacent islands,) navigable on each side up- 
wards of seven miles, for ships of the Navy, and abound- 
ing with cattle, sheep, fcc., is peculiarly exposed to the 
ravages of the British Troops. That the inhabitants of 
said District did, at their own cost, station guards every night 
at sundry places most "exposed, lest the Troops should 
not be benefited by their provisions. That the enlisted 
men were, upon the twentieth of June last, put upon duty 
by order of their superiour officers, to guard said District 
from the plundering of Troops which were daily expected 
with cutters, &c. That the inhabitants ofsajd District are 
in low circumstances, and are unable to enlist jmy more 
men unless their husbandry employment greatly suffers, 
which must be an additional distress to that which they 
already feel. That should the men already enlisted b_e 
called away to join the Army, said District is liable to fall 
an easy prey to the ravages of Troops which may attack 
it for fresh provisions. Your petitioners therefore humbly 
pray that this honourable Congress, in their great wisdom, 
would allow said District the number of .men already en- 
listed, with such an additional nurnber as the Congress may 
judge proper; and your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall 
ever pray. John Rodick, 

Wm. Sylvester, 
Selectmen of said District. 
Pall Randall, 
Wm. Sylvester, 
Committee of Safety for said District. 

Harpswell, July 8, 1775. , 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO DR. LANGDON. 

In Committee of Safety, Exeter, July 8, 1775. 

Reverend Sir : We have sent several letters to the 
Committee to be forwarded to the_ Continental Congress ; 
but as we have had no account from the Congress nor otir 
Delegates of their being received, we fear, by some means 
or other, they have been neglected, The enclosed letter 
is of great consequence to us ; we therefore beg the favour 
of you to forward it by the first safe conveyance. By your 
connection with the General, it is probable you will know 
of every opportunity, which we hope will be a sufficient 
apology for troubling you. ~ - 

I am, in behalf of said Committee, 

William Whipple. 

^Reverend Doctor Langdon, 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO TnEIR DELE- 
GATES AT THE CONTIYF.VTAL CONGRESS. 

Gentlemen : The Congress of this Culuny adjourned 
yesterday to the twenty-second of next month, having dele- 
gated their power to this Committee during their recess, to 
provide for the publick safety. 
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In a former letter the Congress informed you that this 
Colony chose Deputies, who met the seventeenth of May 
last in Convention Congress at Exeter, and voted to raise 
two thousand men for the common defence of the Colonies, 
which men are now, and have been some time raised and 
put under the care of Nathaniel Folsom, Esq., who was 
appointed a Major-General under the Commander-in-Chief 
of the American Forces, and have joined the Army before 
Boston, except two companies for the guard of our sea- 
coast. At present the news from Canada, of their hostile 
preparations, (an account of which from Connecticut, and 
by Mr. Deanc, Missionary from Canada, we expect will 
reach you before this,) have so alarmed the inland frontiers, 
that the Congress have ordered three companies, of sixty- 
six men each, to be raised and posted for their defence. 
The cost of raising so many men you will readily see to 
be a difficult task for so small a Colony, without any money 
to begin with. We have wrote to you and to the Congress 
on tbesituation of our affairs several times, but not receiv- 
ing any directions, we have emitted ten thousand Pounds 
in notes of hand, on the credit of this Colony, payable 
with six per cent, interest, and have ordered ten thousand 
Pounds more to be forthwith emitted, for supplying the 
present exigences of the Colony. Some conceive some 
resolves of the American Congress, giving such notes a 
currency, would be of great service. We are greatly con- 
cerned for gunpowder, as we have scarce an} r except what 
was taken out of the fort last winter, a considerable part of 
which we have sent to the Army before Boston, and some 
to our western frontiers. We hope some plan is laid for 
bringing it into the Southern Colonies, as New-England 
is so watched and guarded that there is but a little hope of 
getting in here. The ships-of-war and cutters, previous to 
the first of this month, seized all vessels laden with pro- ~ 
visions, salt, or molasses, which have much distressed the 
eastern parts, but not discouraged them. They have de- 
stroyed Fort William and Mary, and carried off the cannon 
to Boston, except eight large pieces taken from Jersey's 
Point some time ago secured, and some of them are now 
pointed against Boston. We are anxious to know the re- 
sult of your determinations, in order to conduct the affairs 
of this Colony, which at this time is in some confusion, the 
people not suffering things to proceed in their former man- 
ner. The General Court has twice met. but has not, and, 
we believe, will not proceed to the publick business. 

We desire you, as often as opportunity will permit, to 
write to this Congress, or the Committee of Safety at Evc- 
_ ter, and to inform us, from time to time, as much of the 
affairs of the publick as is permitted; in particular, the di- 
rections of the Congress concerning providing for and pay- 
ing" the ^Army raised for the common defence. On the 
twelfth of June last, Colonel John Fenton, who was chosen 
a member of the General Court by virtue of the King's, 
or rather the Governour's writ, without the consent of the 
Assembly, made his appearance in the House, though he 
had for some time before kept on board the man-of-war in 
the harbour. The House took into consideration his elec- 
tion, and vacated his seat. Soon after, the people of the 
Town, greatly exasperated at his conduct, obliged him to 
surrender, though be had taken shelter in the Governour's 
house; and our Congress have since confined him. The 
Governour and his family went off that evening to Captain 
Cochran's, under the protection of the man-of-war, where 
they still remain. The publick records being thought un- 
safe in the Town of Portsmouth, have all, by order of 
Congress, been removed to Exeter, except the books of 
charters, which the Secretary says the Governour has at 
present in his possession. A Committee from this body has 
demanded and received from George Jaffrey, Esq., fifteen 
hundred Pounds, part of the publick money in his hands. 



We wrote you some time since an account of our being 
formed into a Congress on the seventeenth May last, and 
resolved to raise two thousand men, &tc, which we hope 
you have received. 

Twenty-eight of our companies, of sixty-six men each, 
including officers, are posted in the vicinity of Boston. We 
have appointed Nathaniel Folsom, Esq., a Major-General, 
to take the charge of them, under the command of the 
General of the united American Forces, and two compa- 
nies of the like number each are posted as a guard on our 
sea-coasts ; since which we have raised three companies, of 
the same number each, for a guard against the incursions of 
the Canadians into the frontiers of this and the adjoining 
Colonies, (who are greatly alarmed at the repeated accounts 
of preparations making against them in Canada,) many of 
the inhabitants whereof are within two days march of the 
French and Indian settlements. 

We have but very little gunpowder in the Colony, nor 
have any prospect of a supply at present, as our sea-coast 
is strictly watched by men-of-war and cutters, but hope soon 
to have a sufficient number of fire-arms, of our own manu- 
facturing, to make up our present deficiency, though we 
find great difficulty in procuring steel for that purpose. 

The Colony is at present wholly governed by this Con- 
gress and the Committees of the respective Towns. But we 
greatly desire some other regulations, as our present situa- 
tion is attended with many difficulties; but we shall not 
attempt any thing of that kind without your direction. 
There is great unanimity among us in what concerns the 
common cause ; those who do not join with us are silent, 
and dare not openly attempt to obstruct our measures. 

The Restraining Bill is strictly enforced on our sea-coast 
by armed vessels, and some seizures have been made hy 
virtue thereof. 

We understand Mr. Dearie, a Missionary among the 
Canada Indians, lately from thence, is now on his journey 
to Philadelphia, and will give you an account of the state 
of affairs there; from which you will, we hope, be able to 
concert some plan to frustrate the designs forming against 
us in that quarter, in which, if required, we shall be ready 
to assist to the utmost of our ability. 

We are, gentlemen, with the utmost respect, j^our most 
obedient humble servants. By order of the Congress of 
the Colony of New.- Hampshire. 

Meshech Weare, President pro tempore. 

Honourable Members of the Continental Congress, Phila- 
delphia. 



CONGRESS of new-hampshjre to the continental 

CONGRESS. 

Exeter, July 8, 1775. 

Gentlemen : As the state of American affairs daily ap- 
pears more critical, and we are exerting ourselves in every 
way we conceive expedient to aid the common cause, we 
think it our duty to give you the earliest account of our 
transactions, that thereby you may be enabled to direct our 
future conduct. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON, JULY 9, 1775. 

Our dependance on New-Yorlc, and (under God) the 
preservation of that City and Colony from a very shameful 
defection, which has been fatal to the cause of freedom, 
has been greatly owing to the abilities, zeal, and assiduity 
of the worthy Mr. Holt. What pleasure is it for those 
whose chief enjoyment consists in the happiness and se- 
curity of their fellow-creatures, to. witness such 'exertions 
to save our Country, to annoy its insidious enemies, and 
carry into every corner of it the discoveries and advice of 
its friends. . ., 

The business is now to develop the schemes laying to 
deceive and divide the New-Yorkers, finding mere force 
like to answer no valuable end. They now talk of blocking 
up the ports, and thus distressing the trade, to make people 
quarrel with each other, which quarrels some are employed 
to foment. .They have given out word that they will call 
Lord Chatham into office, but it is false; Chatham is old 
and very feeble, not able to bear the fatigues of business. 
Besides, he will not accept it without a total change of the 
Ministry, a dissolution of the present Parliament, and the 
calling of a new one by the free choice of the people. 

The true state of the matter is, that the Ministry still 
intend to drive on, in hopes that you will in time submit, 
and all will be theirs. They use every means in their 
power to deceive the people, both here and in America, 
that they may get their plan established of keeping trp a 
Standing Army in the Colonies, increatetl by degrees till 
they become masters of the Colonists and all their property, 
as they have done here. 

The Lord Mayor is assiduous to the last. The.Livery 
of London are now all alarmed, and have sent petitions 
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and remonstrances one after another. They have taken up 
the affair in such good earnest as will very probably excite 
a civil war in England. The ferment in the City is cer- 
tainly prodigious. The land-holders also begin to be moved 
and aid the merchants, and the common people are all 
entering into associations, and consulting what is best to be 
done. 



RECEPTION OF GENERAL SCHUYLER AT ALBANY. 

Albany, Sunday, July 9, 1775. 

About one o'clock, P. M., Major-General Schuyler ar- 
rived here (torn New-York. He was received, upon his 
landing, by the members of the General Committee for the 
City and County, and by the City Troops of Horse, under 
the command of Captain Ten BroecJc, and the Association 
Company, commanded _by Captain Bleecker, and by the 
principal inhabitants of the City. After paying the General 
the honours due to his rank, they escorted him and the 
gentlemen of the Committee to the City-Hall, where the 
Committee presented an Address, and received a polite 
answer from thejGeneral. They afterwards proceeded to 
the King's-Arms Tavern, where an elegant entertainment 
was provided. ~ ' '' 

"The Address, of the Committee of Safety, Correspond- 
ence, and Protection, of the City and County of Albany, 
to Philip Schuyler, Esq., Major-General and Com- 
mander of the Forces in the Colony of New-York : 

" Permit us, Sir, to express our fullest approbation upon 
the appointment by which your Country has raised you to 
the chief military command in this Colony. While we de- 
plore, as the greatest misfortune, the necessity of such an 
appointment, we have the utmost confidence that you have 
accepted of power for the glorious purpose of exercising it 
for the re-establishment of the liberties of America, at 
present unnaturally invaded by a deluded and despotick 
Ministry. 

"Born and .educated amongst us, in a Country which 
freedom has raised to a state of opulence and envy, you, 
whose principles are known, whose sentiments have been 
invariably opposed to power, afford us the pleasing pros- 
pect of the unremitted exertion of your knowledge, pru- 
dence, and experience, for the restoration of harmony and 
peace upon constitutional principles. When the sword 
shall be rendered useless, except against out natural ene- 
mies ; when we shall see you restored to the peaceful state 
of a private citizen ; when this happy period shall arrive, 
then, and not till then, will Americans enjoy the glorious 
blessings of freedom. 

" By order oLLhejCornmittee. 

" Samuel Stringer, Chairman pro tempore." 



The General's Answer. 

" Gentlemen l .1 feel myself so sensibly affected by this 
publick and friendly address, that whilst my heart overflows 
with sentiments of gratitude, I want words properly to con- 
vey my thanks. 

" The honour you do me in the approbation which you 
are pleased to express of my appointment to a military com- 
mand, confirms me jn the pleasing reflection, that I shall 
experience your assistance in a continuance of those gene- 
rous exertions, by which you have already so conspicuously 
manifested j'our love for your Country, and your zeal for 
its cause. 

" I most sincerely and unfeigriedly deplore with you the 
unhappy occasion which has forced America to have re- 
course to arms for lier safety and defence. Ambitious only 
to aid in restoring her violated rights, I shall most cheerfully 
return my sword to jhe scabbard, and, with alacrity, resume 
the employment of civil life, whenever my constituents 
shall direct, or whenever a happy reconciliation with the 
Parent State shalltake place. 

" That indulgent Heaven may guide us through this 
tempestuous scene, and speedily restore peace, harmony, 
and mutual confidence Jo every part of the British Empire, 
is the warmest wish of my heart. 

"Philip Schuyler. 

" Albany, July 9, 1775." 



CONGRESS OF MASSACHUSETTS TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Road July 20, 1775 ] 
In Provincial Congress, WaU'rtown, July 9, 1775. 

May it please your Honours : With hearts deeply 
affected by the sufferings of our friends in the Town and 
harbour of Boston under the cruel hand of tyrannick power, 
we think it incumbent on us to take every measure which 
may tend to their release. To that end we now beg leave 
humbly to suggest to your Honours, whether it would not 
be expedient immediately to seize every Crown Officer 
within the united Colonies, and them in safe custody retain, 
until this purpose be effected, and full compensation made 
them for the insult and perfidious treatment they have re- 
ceived from General Gage. 

We have only once more to express our wishes, that iT 
the general service will permit, you might adjourn to some 
convenient place nearer the seat of action, that we might 
more speedily obtain the aid and advice of the Grand 
Council of the Continent in those important matters which, 
though of general concern, do more immediately affect us. 

We are, with great respect, your Honours' most obedi- 
ent humble servant. In behalf and by order of Congress. 

James Warren, President. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esquire. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHILADEL- 
PHIA, FROM THE CAMP AT CAMBRIDGE, DATED JULY 9, 
1775. 

Yesterday morning, at half past two o'clock, we were 
called up, and were informed the enemy had attacked our 
lines at Roxbury Neck, and soon discovered a great fire in 
that quarter ; but two hours elapsed before we knew the 
cause, which was as follows: 

Two hundred volunteers, from the Rhode-Island and 
Massachusetts forces, undertook to burn a guard-house of 
the Regulars, on the neck, within three hundred yards of 
the enemy's principal works. They detached six men, 
about ten o'clock in the evening, with orders to cross on 
a marsh up to the rear of the guard-house, and there to 
watch an opportunity to fire it. The remainder of the vo-^ 
lunteers secreted themselves in the marsh, on each side_of 
the neck, about two hundred yards Jrom L_the_hpuse_. Two 
pieces of brass artillery were drawn softly on the marsh, 
within three hundred yards, and, upon a signal from the 
advanced, party of six men, two rounds of cannon shot 
were fired through the guard-house ; immediately the Regu- 
lars, who formed a guard ofTorty-nve or fifty men, quit- - 
ted the house, and were then fired upon by the musketry, 
who drove them with precipitation into their linej; the six 
men posted near the house set fire to it, and burnt it to 
the ground ; after this they burnt another house nearer the^ 
enemy, without losing a man. They took two muskets* 
and accoutrements, a halbert, &.c, all of which were 
bloody, and shewed evident maiJis^pf loss oj^j.he part _of 
the Regulars as an advanced post, and gave them an op- 
portunity of discovering our operations at Roxbury. 

Yesterday afternoon some barges were sounding the river 
of Cambridge, near its mouth, but were soon obliged to row 
off by our Indians, (fifty in number,) who are encamped 
near that place. ,:"- : ' 

The enemy lost a great numbeV of officers and soldiers 
in the affair of the 19th of June. From several persons 
who are to be credited, it exceeds nine hundretL killed and 
mortally wounded, besides a great number disabled from 
future service. It is said almost, all Uieofficers^jpf 'the _„ 
Army, as well as sergeants and corporals, were in^the en- ^ 
gagement, leading and forcing the soldiers to mount the hill. 
This may account for so many officers being killed as nine-^ 
ty-two. Some accounts mention a general destruction: of 
sergeants and corporals. We have frequent interviews 
with the regulars officers in a valley between the two for- 
tified hills. 

Our sentries are not more than one hundred yards off 
each other. Both sides are siill„busy in securing them- 
selves. There is scarcely a house in the lower part of' 
Roxbury that is not much injured by shot and bombs ; our 
people have lost only one man by them, which is veiy re- 
markable, as one hundred at lea.st. were ..fired into Roxbury 
last week. 
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extract .of a letter jfrom a gentleman in London to was consistent with that attention necessary to be paid to 
his friend in new-York , dated july 10, 1775. your own private affairs at this season. 

The present struggle between tin's Country and North My appointment to the Government of this Province, 
America, I have heard old people, fifty years ago, predict, entitled, on every account, to my warmest wishes and_en- 
It is in the nature orthings that the greater will not longer deavours for its welfare and happiness, was to me a most 
obey the lesser than when an opportunity presents to exert pleasing mark of his Majesty's favour, as I flattered my- 
itself, which period seems now to be come. 1 have always se 'f that, with your assistance and advice, 1 should have 
been of opinion, that the measures pursued here since 1763, been able to prosecute such schemes, and concur in such 
were mistaken and unjust. This Country should have been measures, as would have contributed to increase that pros- 
content to take the wealth of America by trade, and not by P erit y to which I saw it so rapidly advancing whejil was 

reventteTicts.. imposed on a people unrepresented. The ' ast in we .Province. . _ , 

Assemblies of the Colonies only have a right to give and F iHed with these sentiments, and elated by these.hopes, 

grant when they think proper to the Crown, and not an il is not easy to conceive my grief and disapporntment^at 

assembly of 'people here. This reasoning, 1 think, is in finding the Province in the distracted state it is now jn : 

the law of nature and this Constitution ; and so says Mr. - | he legal administration of justice obstructed ; Government 

Locke, in a manner annihilated ; the most dangerous measures 

But'the las'treasoniiig of Kings has now taken place, and adopted ; and acts of the most outrageous and illegal na- 

the Americans have appealed to Heaven, that is, theirsword. t".re committed publickly with impunity. 

I hope you will 'do your duty to your Country, and always ' II 1S b Y no means either my duty or inclination to enter 

remember your allegiance and constitutional duty to your '"to a discussion of the disputes that at present Unhappily 

King; no other can or ought to be required. subsist between Great Britain andjier Colonies in Ame- 

The men that J think are the evil counsellors in the pre- nca; but I think myself indispensably bound to warn you 

sent mistaken measures are, Lords Bute, Mansfield, Roch- of the danger you are in, and inform you that if there are any 

ford, Sandwich, North, and many of inferiour rank. The grievances that you apprehend the people of this Province 

greatest part of the Nation wish well to America, and de- " ow labour under, the measures nX present adopted areliy 

test the present politicks ; so that it is a war of Adminis- no mejms.calculated to remove them ; but, on the contrary, 

tration onlv. As to Parliament, that House is very civil cannot fail of drawing down inevitablej-uin on thisjjpurish- 

and polite' to the Minister; a very few members there ing Colony. Let me, therefore, gentlemen, most earnest- 

sometimes oppose him, only because they are out of place, or ty entreat you, as the only legal representatives oLthe peo- 

have no pension; but when a question is put, he carries it as P ] e m. this Province, the only constitutional guaTaians_of. 

he pleases, and often ten or twenty to one. However, the lts welfare, and who are so deeply Interested in .trie event 

M inlstry , TthTnT<7are~sick ofihe war in America ; yet I see of the measu res now carrying on, to deli berate and resolve 

not the least trace_ of their relaxing, except that 1 hear of Wlth that coolness, temper, and moderation, the important 

no preparation to send more Troops, but probably they inst a nt demands; and to reflect that the happinessr. or 

will cover^thej^ast wjth ships-of-war, and suffer no trade ; misery of generations yet unborn, will dependon your 

and ! truly I think ; that would be a blessing to America in- determinations. _ *.-... 

stead of a curse. These sentiments flow from a heart filled with a fervent 
• The eyes of Government are fixed on the Congress and zeal for the real interest and happiness of this Province, 
their resolutions, and perhaps on their proposals ; for it is Y o« may be assured, if ever it irin ray power to be in. any 
said tbaTAdministratjon cannot yield, as being contrary to de g ree instrumental to restoring that harmony, cordiality, 
the dignity of the Crown. I answer, then change the Min- confidence, and affection, which ought to subsist Tsetween 
isters; another set could with a good grace withdraw the Gr SM Britain and her Colonies, I shall esteem^figse 
pTeserit measur es. B u t, in short, I think the rupture will moments theliappiest and" most fortunate of my hTe. 
be much greater before the wound is healed. Some more . William CampeeXlL, 
bTctod must be drawn, and then they, when cooled, will CouncJ chamber, July 10, 1775^ _ 
hear, and perhaps agree for some time ; but whenever set- 
tled, I imagine America will cany some points towards the Address of the Upper Bouse of Assembly to his ExceJ- 
_ establishmenf of tlieirjiberties. lency the Bight Honourable iorcTWiLLjAM Campbell, 

_^ Captain- General, Governour and Commander-in-Chief 

. in and over his Majesty's Province of Soutb-Caro- 

L EXTHACtLoF A_LETTER FROM LONDON TO A GENTLEMAN UNA : " "■" ..-,..: ._..., 

in Maryland, dated july 10, 1775. The humbIe Address of 'the Upper House of Assembly : " 

I need not tell you that the account of the Lexington May it please your Excellency: 
skirmish alarmed .the people on this side the water extreme- We, his Majesty's most dutiful and foyal subjects, the 

ly. They drd not imagine the Provincials would fight, and Council of this Province, met in general Assembly, beg leave 

^ e X ^?d certainly en tertained a notion, that a handful of h umD Iy to address your Excellency, and most cordially to 

Regulars might overcome the whole Country, and frighten congratulate vou on your safe arrival in ibis Colony.^ 
the Americans into compliance. They have been most mis- Satisfied that this Province is entitled to your Excejlen- 

erably mrstaken ; and the author? of this mischief are now cy > s wamre st wishes and endeavoorjrfor its welfare^Dd hap- 

execjated by every friend to his Country On the other pinesS; we fe i t the s i ncerest pleasure on your appointment 

hand, the bravery, moderation, us well as determined firm- t0 tne government of it. 

ness of the Americans, have gained them many friends Strongly attached to'the interests of this Country, and 
here evCTOTTOTij those who were originally their enemies. nl i e[ j with the warmesf wishes for its~prosperity arid happi- 
I believe the3Jin.stry wish they were well nd of this ness, we most heartily join Tvith yoor Excellency in lament- 
business; however, it is not certainly known what they ing the distracted and unhappy state in which youiiw 
intend to do. find it. T 

- ~ Your Excellency having, as we conceive, with great pro- 

south-carolina assembly. priety declined entering into a discussion of the disputes 

Jhe Speech of his Excellency the Right Honourable Lord | hat at f eserit ™&W$I i$ s ^ **&&* Ereat Britain and 

William Campbell, Captain-Gmeral, Governour-in- hqr Colonies, ,t would Be highly unbecoming us to Jtafarup 

Chief ~"fyc~'Vc; ™ and over his Majesty's Province a )^ Ct °l s0 febcate a nature; but we entirely coincide 

of South-Carolina, to the General Assembly of the VVith ? our Ex^f <? ™ °P> n 'on, that the violent measures 

said Province, at Charlestown, on Monpay, July at P re * e , nt ad ^P led do " ot seem we] ' : ?»icuteted t^ remove 

10 1775 "" " an ? ~ grievances, but may, we fear, produce contrary 

' effects _ 

HonouraMe Gentlemen of his Majesty's Council _■ We, however, have the happiness to'reflect, that'this 

Mr. Speak er and Gentlemen of the Assembly: Hou§e h ad no share in the measures your ExcelfencyTo 

His Majesty's instructions, my own inclination, and the pathetically describes: ahc? we beg leave to assure your 

very alarming and critic al situation. of the Province, have Excellency, tliat .with hearts overflowing with loyalty and 

induced me to meet. you in General Assembly, as soon" as duty to" the King, and perfectly devoted to the interests 
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of this Province, we will deliberate and resolve upon 
every measure that may come before us, with that temper, 
coolness, and moderation, which the important instant de- 
mands. 

With pleasure we ackno wledge our gratitude to your 
Excellency for. the generous sentiments you express for the 
peace and prosperity of this Colony; and your Excellency 
may rest assured, that the utmost efforts of this House, shall 
upon every occasion be exerted to second your Excellen- 
cy's humane eDdeayoursio restore that haxmpny, cordiality, 
confidence, and affect ion, which ought to subsist helween 
Great Britain and her Colonies. 

By order of the House : 

. ' Thomas Knox Gordon. 

In the Upper H6nsa~oT " Asse mbly, July 11, 1773. 

His Excellency's Answer. 

Gentlemen: I thank you most sincerely for this very 
kind and affectionate address. Your warm declarations of 
lqyalty and duty to His Majesty on the present trying oc- 
casion, cannot fail of being particularly agreeable to me, 
as it is a convincing proof of your regard for the real in- 
terests of this Province. William Cambpell, 

July 12; 1775. .;;:; ~ . . - 

To • his_Exce_llency the Right Honourable Lord William 
Campbell, Captain- General, Governour,and Comman- 
der-in-Chief in and over his Majesty's Colony of South- 
Carolina:. ~t~ ;~i ".".".".'" :""_"." " :"" 



The humble Address of the Commons House of Assem- 
bly of the said Colony : 

May it please your Excellency : 

We, His Majesty's loyal subjects, the Representatives of 
the liiihaHtants of this Colony, met in General Assembly 
at this very alarming and critical period, beg leave to as- 
sure your Excellency that we are willing to postpone the 
consideration of_our private affairs whenever the publick 
exigencies demand, our attention ; fully convinced that the 
safety of private property entirely depends upon the secu- 
rity of publick rights, 

■'>.JSfe, jgog .t siri&lfely lament that His Majesty's Councils, 
and_ the conduct, cOirs Ministers, have Incapacitated us 
from meeting your Excellency, whose zealous, endeavours 
in Great Britain i,for the welfare of this Colony claim our 
grateful acknowledgements, with_.those effects of joyful 
congratulation,"lhe effects of real sentiments upon your 
arrival and assumption of the rebs_oilGovernrnent, with 
vyhlcfj, injhappier times, we have ever been, accustomed to 
meet. ,His_ Majesty's Representatives'; but the calamities 
of America, our^present dangerous and dreadful situation, 
occupy" all our thoughts, and banish from us every idea of 
joy~and^)leasurei:_: . ~" - ""■'■■ 

_ Although we_wlll no^doubtjhe fervent zeal of your Ex- 
c|llepcy's heart Jor the real interest and happiness of this 
Colony, nor th g jincer ity oryourTEsceilency's professions 
to be instrumptal in restoring that harmony, cordiality, 
confidence, and, affection* . whichou<iht to subsist between 
G feat Britain jnjl -her C olonjes ;~yet we cannot butex.- 
pf e'sV'rJIiPsu rpTfsTT aFthe seveil^B|lfpfgS wEich your Ex- 
cellencyTias thoughT proper to pass on "measures" which 
haye been "adopted" by the good people of this Colony, 
in"cpnfe5eTacy;"with^all the Colonies on this Continent, 
from J^vq-ScgJm^Gxprgiir, for theirown" safety ; and for 
the jireservitiSffoTtheir liberties, aind the liberties of gene- 
rations. yet unborn; '" _: 

In times, when tl^e spirit of the.Constitution has full ope- 
ration, and, animating alLthe members of the State, gives 
seciffiry "to civil TuSert y, then we claim to be " the only 
legal Representatives of the. People in this Province, the 
only constuutiodaEguardians of Jtr Welfaie;" but in ibe 
pfesehTun happ y situation of affairs, though our constituents 
m)ght~Tiave thought us competent, yet asoGTjfteetlng de- 
pended^ upon the pleasure of the Crown,, they would not 
trust to' sip precifiowa contingency, but wisely appointed 
anodiex representative, body, for necessary, for special, and 
important purpbsesf^^" ■ -..--..- /i,,-™ ,,.-,- »,,, 

"We want w^ds^to^give an idea of our feelings .at your 
Excellency's expression, "If there are any grievances that 
wfe'ap^rehend the_peopIe of this Province labour under," 
as if you doubted their existence. The worldxesouncTs with 



a catalogue of them. Your Excellency surely cannot be 
unacquainted with them. We should have esteemed it a 
high obligation, if your Excellency had pointed out to us 
what effectual mode for the redress of those grievances 
could have been pursued, or what steps we have omit- 
ted, which,, we ought to have taken, in order to avert the 
inevitable ruin of this once flourishing Colony. Every 
pacifick measure which human wisdom could devise has 
been used ; the most humble and dutiful Petitions to the 
Throne, Petitions to the House of Lords and House of Com- 
mons of Great Britain, have been repeatedly presented, 
. and as often treated, not only with slight, but with rigour 
and resentment: we, therefore, with all due deference to 
your Excellency's judgment, beg leave to observe, that 
the present are the only measures which seem best calcula- 
ted for our preservation, and the removal of our intolerable 
grievances. However, not confiding in them alone, we 
wait the event, and leave the justice of our cause to the 

treat Sovereign of the Universe, upon whom the fate of 
Lingdoms and Empires depends. 
By order of the House : 

Rawlins Lowndes, Speaker. 
In the Commons House of Assembly, July 12, 1775. 

His Excellency's Answer. 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen : - 

Immediately after my arrival in this Province, it was in- 
timated to me by your Speaker, and some others of your 
Members, that it would be convenient, for your private 
affairs, if I delayed meeting the General Assembly for about 
three weeks: on that account alone I consented to it, and 
therefore little expected the tacit reflection contained in 
the. beginning of your Address, _ _. _....". _ 
-As 1 have already declined entering into any discussion 
of the present unhappy disputes, I shall not undertake the 
disagreeable task of replying particularly to your Address, 
It was my duty to lay before you the Jatat consequences that 
I apprehended must ensue from thejneasuresTately adopt- 
ed, and I have faithfully and conscientiously discharged it; 
but. ,a_s they appear to you in so ,vefy Tlifferent a point of 
view, as even to meet with your disapprobation, I most 
sincerely lament that I cannot prevent the ruin I foresee, 
and shall only add my fervent wishes, that the great Sover- 
eign of the Universe, to whom yoirappeal, will itrhis good- 
ness .avert those evils with which this Country is so imriji-- 
nently threatened. , Wi lliam Cam p bell. : 

July 12, 1775. : . : - ;y=^^r==-^ - . 



A Message from_.the Commons House to his Excellency 
.the Goyernour. ; _ __. 

May it please your Excellency: ~ ; ~ 

We beg leave to assure your Excellency that this House, 
iii their Address, was far from intending any, the least, 
reflection on your Excellency's conduct, in not meeting 
us sooner in. General As§ernbly, and are sorry your Excel- 
lency should view it. ih that light, Ajl we meant was, to 
assure you how ready we shall ever, he to sacrifice our. 
private interest to the publick, service ; at the same ac- 
knowledging ; your Excellency's goodness in so readily con- 
senting, on the application. of ourjSpeaker, to postpone the 
calling of the General Assembly to the time you fixed for 
their'iroeetifig, of which this Housejiad beeajduly informed 
by their Speaker; : r :^~-:. L -~-'' J ^ = =7^~z: J ^r ! irT=~: ~~: 
By order of the House : ~ L 

■-f- Rawlins Lowndes, Speaker. 

In the Commons House of Assembly, July 12, 1775. "' 



fincastle county ( Virginia) committee. 

At a Committee held for Fincastle Dounty, July 10," 

1775"." ' ~~ 

William Christian, Esq., Chairman. 

The Committee, taking into their consideration the clan- 
destine removal of the Gunpowder from the Magazine of 
this Colpny by order; of our" Goyern oii r^ are cle arly and 
unanimously of opinion, that his Lordship's conduct reflects 
much dishonour on himself, and that he very justly deserves 
the censure so universally bestowed on him. 

Resolved, That the spinted anil mciitniious conduct of. 
Patrick thnry, Esquire, and the rest ot the gentlemen 
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volunteers attending him on the occasion of the removal of 
the Powder out of the Magazine in Williamsburg h, very 
justly merits the hearty approbation of this Committee; 
for which we return_ . them _our thanks, with an assurance, 
that we will, at therisk of our lives and fortunes, support 
and justify them with regard to the reprisal they made. 

Resolved, Tbat__tb_e Council, of this Colony, in advising 
and co-operating^wtth Lord Dunmore in issuing a Procla- 
mation of the 3d of May last, charging the people of this 
Colony with an ungovernable spirit, and licentious practices, 
is ..contrary to many known matters of fact, and but too 
justly intimates to~ us" that those who ought to be mediators 
and guardians of our liberties, are become the abject tools 
of a detested Administration. 

Resolved, Th_a.L it. is the opinion of this Committee, 
that the late sanguinary attempt and preparations of the 
King's Troops injtbe Colony of the Massachusetts- Bay is 
truly alarming and irritating, and loudly calls upon all, 
even the most distant and inieriour parts of the Colonies, 
to prepare and be ready for the extreme event, by a fixed 
resolution, and a firm and manly opposition, to avert 
Ministerial cruelty, In defence of our just and reasonable 
rights and liberties.. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER _FROM_PHILADELPHIA TO A .GEN- 
TLEMAN IN ENGLAND," DATED JULY 10, 1775. 

Travel through whatever part of this Country you will, 
you see the inhabitants. training, making firelocks, casting 
mortars, shells ancLsbot, and making saltpetre, in order to 
keep the gunpowder mills at work during the next autumn 
and winter. Nothing, indeed, is attended to but prepar- 
ing to make a defence that will astonish the whole world, 
and hurl destruction on those who, to preserve themselves 
in office, have advised measures so fatal both to Britain 
and America. Al least, two iiundred thousand men are 
nbvJ' in* arms, and well trained, ready to march whenever 
wanted for the support of American freedom and property. 
In short, a spirit of .enthusiasm for war is gone forth, that 
has driven away the fear of death; and magazines of 
provisionsTmd ammunition, by order of the States Gene- 
ral of America, (or the twelve United Colonies,) are di- 
rected to be madejn ail_ proper placev^gainst the next 
campaign. ~ 



To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of the Pro- 
vince of New-York : 
The humble Petition of Samuel Falke nhan and David 
Wolhaupter, Instrument Makers, of the City o/New- 
_"- York, , humbly sheweth : 

That whereas the h onourable Congress in their wisdom 
have thought E expedient to raise a number of Troops, in 
the just defence of the rights and libertiesof the American 
subjects ; and as tbose T roops may want a number of drums 
and fifes, your petitioners most humbly offer their best ser- 
vices jn__furnjshiiig sTicTTroops with said drums and fifes, 
on the most reas onable te rms : of which they now have 
fifty of the Best sort alrea dy by them made irr this City. 
Your petitioners h umbly pray that they may have the hon- 
our of supplying said Troops with said drums and fifes, or 
such part as to tfieZhonourable Congress shall seem meet. 
And your petitioners, ITS III duty bound, shall ever pray. 
" • ; \._ _. SAsruEji.FAS)5NHASr, 



New- Y5["E7 July W, 1775. 



David Wolhauptee . 



GENETIAI. SC HUYLEB TO GOVERNOtJH TRUMBULL. 

Albany, July 10, 1775. 

Sir: I do myself the honour to acknowledge, the receipt 
of yourjayourof the^6th instant, with the paper enclosed. 
I am .happy to learn T shall soon be furnished with that 
necessary article, with out which every kind of business 
goes on not only tardily, but disadvantageous!}'. 

F lament it' wa sTTTot in your power to afford me a larger 
supply of the stilTTriore necessary article in military opera- 
tions. I am; po nfiden t the Colony of Connecticut, which 
basso conspicn o ugly e xerted itself in this - unhappy contest, 
has se nt "al l it cairspare. *~ " * " "' : " ; " : ~ " '": ~ ::" ■_ ~: ~ 

I shall do myse lf the hon our to write you from Ticonde- 



roga relative to Colonel Mott's request. Mr. Dearie may 
be sure that Ills will be complied with. 

I am, with much respect, your Honour's most obedient 
and most humble servant, Philip Schuyler. ~ 

To the Honourable Jonat han Trumbull, Stc, &c. 



CONNECTICUT BILLS OF CREDIT. 

New. York, July 10, 1775^. 
We, the .subscribers, sensible of the advantages derived 
from., the tra.de of the Pr ovinc e of Connecticut, and desir- 
ous of giving their Bills of Credit a currency equal. to thjjse 
of the other neighbouring Colonies, do promise~an.d oblige 
ourselves to receive the same i n all payments whatsoever. 



Daniel Phenixr 
Samuel Broome, 
John &Wm.Tmlay, 
~ Woodward & Kip, 
Alexander Robartson, 

<S_.Co, ..;.__.__; .. 
Thomas Crabb, 
Murray, Sansom,&Co. 
Van I{lcek &_Kip, 
Berrign <. Fish, 
Isaac Moses^ ; 
Thomas Galbr.eath, 
James Martin, 
James Parsons, 
Mott & Brown, 
J. Desbrosses, Jim., 
Shotwell, Bowne, & 

Co.. .".:__.._ "". 

Anthony Van Dam, 

Thomas Pearsall, 

Edw___fc Wm._Ta"ight, 

I laydbck & Bowne, 
..Samuel Bqwne L 

Thomas Dobson, 
. . Rob." &. Jas. Toltcn, 

Thomas Franklin, 

Jacob Watson, 
" Havil and & Farring- 
ton, 

Henry Franklin, 

Samuel Franklin, 
"' Peter Vandervoort, 

Eb.& Thomas Havi- 
land, 

John Lawrence, 

Quenby & Pell, 

Tiddeman Hull, 
- Thomas Hazard, 

Peter T. Curtenius, 



Charles TVtcE vers & 

C o. " : 

Mercer & Sclienck, 
William "Pagan, 
Tcmpleton & Stcw- 

art," 

Robert Erskin, 
Corn elius P . Low, 
Den nis & Dawson, 
SamucTJudah, 
Theophilact Bache, 
DavidZSeabnry, 
John "Hunt, 
Thos. & Wm. Moore, 
Noel & Hazard, 
Anthony L. Bleecker, 
Hend rick Uudenard. _ 
Corn elius C lopper, 
Henry~WilImot, 
Da niel McC ormick, 
Hallet, HazardT^S _ 

BlackweTl, 
Jo hn SeB Tin g, 
Curson S~Seaton, 
Joh n Morto n, 
Th omas Bur li ng, 
Wic kha m & Sickles, 
Jame s Van Dycke, 
Pete r Musi er, 
A brm. Brinckerholf , 
Thos. B. Atwood^ _" 
Otho ut <&T >umbnt, 
Thos_._DougIierty, Jr. , 
Nic holas. .. . Bogart, 
G. Duyckinck, 
G. & WTTCettletas, 
HenryVan Kleck & 



Son, 

Tho mas GardTne r. 

_ Tupfor & Bartow^ 'G eorge Ball," 



Stock Tiolm, Dfclisonp Grov e Ben d, 

__& Staple," ' Wi LliainJen ning, 

Puiyee & Moore, Pet er Kettle tas, 

Anthony & Jac. ._ _ Al_raham__Brashor, 

Abramssj ~ ""~; ~ Ja mea_Byers, 

Abraham E. Lott, Will iam B edlow, 

T]i_os,„& . Jas, Arden, Rich ard & Bam nel 



Remggn & Peter's, 
Christopher Smith, 
Van zjandt & Kettle. 

tas, 
Eleazer Miller, Jun., 
Arphjbald .CurFie, 
Richard Deann, 
Dennis McReajy, 
Alaraliam P, Lott, 
Thomas Randall, 
Shaw _&, Long, 
William Nejlson, 
Isaac .Roosevelt , 
Jacobus VaivZaiidt, 



;Ray, 
John Reado, 
N icli olas H offman. 
John Blagge, 
Jac olTVan Vo orhies, 
Dani el Dunsco mb, 
Nich olas B ogart, 
Herc ulesT lulligan, 
John Smith, 
Abra h^rrj D uryee, 
SamugTSchuyler, 
Wel ter &, .JThqinas 

KTu chann an & Co. 
Francis Lewis &Son, 



James B.eekman, 
Perry, Hays, & Sher- 

brook, 
N. De Peyster, 
Isaac Kij>,~""' 
Lewis. Pintard, 
Geo. & J. A. Remsen, 
Peter Elting, 
Garret Abeel, 
Robert Ray, 
Geo. .&Wm_. Lujllow, 
Isaac Low, 
Smith Ran. age, 
John Broome, 
Gerard Wm. Beek- 

man, 
. V. Pearse AshfieH, 
Abraham Livingston, 
Henry-White, 
Richard Sharpo, 
John Schuyler, 
William Lowther, 
Will.ian__Siewart, 
William. & James 

Doxrglass^ " ... 
Stephen_R_apalje, 
Jamea Bowne, 
Walter Seamaii, -- 
John Pell, 

Thos.Tearsall, Jun., 
William ITstick, "_ 
Phil ip R inela nder, 
Joseph Lawrence;" " 
George" Spofford, 
George Franklin, _ 
Elijah Cook i 
Guert Sp. Dewint^ 
Philip Bra slier, = " 
WlIlia_n_T_e Peystgr, 
John"Stites, - 

John Duryee, 
_Ha__r_son_ Palmer, " 
Cam fort San.!*. 
rpbadiah Sga mah, 
Peter Riplcer, 
John B.^loore. ' ~ 

Jolin Post, — 

WhltTMatlack, 
John JiQckhartL 
CJijrnenus Van Rafltil, 
John_.Byvanck, "~ 
Sam uel. Sackett 
Nicholas. RoDgevolt, 
'Ajn_IrewT)._Barciay, 
Joseph Btifn " ; 

Frederict Basset tV 
Mercer . & JRamsay, 
Joseph Totten, 
PatricJt MsJ)a.Y.itt, 
Hugh Gaine, 
James Rivington. __ 



;";:;- ■■■;_.- .'■':■'-" '- : - Committee Chamber, July IT, J77S: 

■ RMalved, That" it beT eTOinm e nde_d to the inhaStants'of 
this City and County, "to'takejhe paper Bills of £redit_p f 
the Colony oTConnecticutjn payments/'arid to give it the 
same degree of circnlation_and credit, as is now given jo 
the Bills of Credit of the neighbouring Colonies._i;;:::7;_;. 
By order of the Committee : -~. 

Henry Hemsen, D. Chair man.; 

The following denomination of Bills in Nem-Jfork cq.r- 

rency: ^HiS^^r' 

Ol. Os. lawfulTis TJ2 13f7. 4s. Yj>fk, - 
10 " 2 
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EXTRACT "OF A LETTER FROSrsrONTREAL TO A GENTLEMAN 
IN ENGLAND, DATED JULY ] 0, 1775. 

The martial Jaw is now in force; the Canadians are 
enrolled as militia, and officers appointed them by the Gov- 
ernour. The merchants here have formed tbemselvesjntp a 
company, c6mmanded by Major Roberston, Captain Por- 
teus Gray, and Lieutenant Todd. The Canadians are in 
general averse to be commanded by their nobles ; but say, 
give them British officers, and they will go any where. 
This Town has been full of Indians for some time past, 
who are come to offer service to the Governour. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE MASSA- 
CHUSETTS CONGRESS, 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 10, 1775_. 

Sir: After much difficulty and delay, 1 have procured 
such returns of the state of the_Army as will enable us to 
form a judgment of its strength. . It is with great concern 
I find it far inadequate to our general expectations, and the 
duties which may be required of it. The number of men 
fit for duty in the forces raised in this Province, including 
all the outposts and artillery, does not amount to nine thou- 
sand. The Troops raised in the_other Colonies are more 
complete, but yet fall short of their establishment ; so that, 
upon the whole, I cannot estimate the present Army at 
more than fourteen thousand five hundred men capable of 
duty. 

I have the satisfaction to find the Troops, both in camp 
and. in quarters, very healthy; so that the deficiency must 
arise from the Regiments never having been filled up to 
the "establishment, and the number of men on furlough. 
But theformer is much the mosr considerable. Under all 
these _cjrcujpjtances, I yesterday called a council of war, 
ancT en closed 1 send you an extract of our determinations, 
so far as they respect the Province of Massachusetts-Bay. 
Your own prudence will suggest the necessity of secrecyxm 
this subject, as we have the utmost reason to believe the 
enemy suppose onr numbers much greater than they are ; 
an erro ur whic h it is not our inter est to remove. 

The great extent of our lines, and the uncertainty which 
may be the point of attack, added to the necessity of im- 
mediate support, have induced me to order that horses, 
ready saddled, should be kept at several posts, in order to 
bring the most speedy InteTIigenceljf any movement of the 
enertTyv™For this purpose I should be glad that ten horses 
might Be provided as soon as possible. 

I. have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient and 
vetyhujnblejervant, Go. Washington. 

To^re/HorioTirable James I vor r en } President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress. 

- Okp^^ipSffl^Lil'^Sfflg 1-633 proposes to rise im- 
medyuely. I should be gla<]_to know what Committees 
are leu, or upon whom the executive business devolves. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 
T .£-•*- .- ' - - .- j- r fffiT Cambridge, Jul}' 10, lfl'S. 

Sir :~T received your favour of the 1st instant, by ex- 
press, from New-York; but as 1 am exceedingly hurried 
in making out my despatches for the honourable Congress 
at Phjlade l'pJiia , jt is not in my power to answer it in so 
full t a, rnanner as I vyj s 1 1 . 

Notwithstanding Governour Tryon's plausible behaviour, 
I re^r^rjendit to_you to watchliim narrowly. And as. any 
unlu,cky change of affairs on our part may produce a change 
' n hjTn^f^hjs present unexceptionable cmiduct, I expect 
yoiTwill, on the first appearance of such a change, pursue 
the']ad_ v 4gg given in my Iasl letter. The like advice I give 
yotrWSpe*Ctirig General Haldfmand, who is supposed by 
some^lwye"gorie""to"A T ew- Yor_k_ with ' a" design to counter- 
act us in that Province. 

The. commissions wliich have been forwarded to me are 
not sufficient to answer foejl eman d I have for them, there 
being at least one thousand officers in this department, and 
not more'than five hundred comm issions in my possession. 
As you are so much nearer to Philadelphia than lam, I 
request "you to appTy to Congress for as many as you are 
like to want. 



The dispersing handbills amongst the Troops at New- 
York has my most hearty approbation, and may have a 
good effect here. Our enemies hav e jUtemptednotbing 
against us since my arrival here. They are strongly posted 
on Bunker's Hill, and are still busy in throwing up addi- 
tional works. We have thrown up several linesand redoubts 
between Misiick River and Dorchester Point, to prevent 
their making way into the country, and in a few days shall 
be well prepared to receive them in case a sortie is at- 
tempted. 

1 sincerely thank you for your attention to the directions 
of Congress, and for your kind wishes, and am, with much 
regard, Sir, your most obedient friend, and very humble 
servant, Go. Washington. 

Major-Gen eral Schuyler. 

P. S. I herewith enclose a report this minute, received 
from the camp at Dorchester. The design of this manoeuvre 
I am at a loss to know, but suppose it may be intended as" 
a diversion to ourjTorces here. It, however, behooves yon 
to keep a good look out, to prevent any surprise your way. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONTI- 
NENTAL CONGRESS. 

[Read July 19, 1775.] 

Camp at Cambridge, July 10, 1775. 

Sir : I arrived safe at this place on the 3d instant, after 
a journey attended with a good deal of Tatigue, and retard- 
ed by necessary attentions to the successive civil ities which 
accompanied me on my whole route. Upon my arrival, 1 
immediately visited. the several posts occupied_by ourTroops, 
and as soon as the weather permitted, recon noitred th ose of 
the enemy. I found the latter strongly intrenched on Bun- 
leer's Hill, about! a mile from C7iar lesioio n,^5ud advance.d 
about half a mile from the place oTlhe l ate action , with 
their sentries extended about one hundred and fifty yards 
on this side of tlie ^narrowest part of the neck leading from 
this place to Charlcstown, Three floating batteries lay jji 
Misiick River, near their camp, and one twjnty-gnn ship 
below the ferry place, between Boston and Chariest oivji.. 
They have also a battery on Copps's Hill, on the Boston 
side, which much annoyed our TroopsTn the late attack. 
Upon the neck they are also deeply intreriched and 
strongly fortified. Their adyancetL guards, ti ll last S atur- 
day morning, occupied Brown's houses, about a mile from 
Roxbury meeting-house, and twenty rods from their lines; 
but at that time; a parly from General Thomjas's camp sur- 
prised the guard, drove them in, and burnt the, bous es. 

The bulk.of their Army, commanded by General Howe, 
lays on Bunker's Hill, and the remainder on R oxbury 
Neck, Except the Light-horse, and a few men hT the Tovvn 
of Boston! '.:. _* :Z .'"";! ;"'.'"" zz^zZ: ^T^iz\ilifi . 

On our side, we have thrown upintrenchments on Win- 
ter and Prospect Hills, the enemy's camp in full view at 
the distance of Tittle more, than a mj .le. j>uch_ interm ediate 
points as would admit a landing, TT have sincezniy^arrrval 
taken care to strengthen, down to Sewall's lar m", " where a 
strong intrehchment has been t hrown up. At Roxbury 
G eneral Thomas has J hrown u p a^strong worVon_ the hill, 
about two hundred yards above the meeting-house, which, 
with the brokenness _of the ground, antT great number of 
rocks, has made that pass very secure. The Troops raised 
in New-Hampshire, with a Regiment from Rhode -Island, 
occupy Winter Hill. A part of those from Conne cticut, 
under General Putnam, are mprospect i&7r." T^e"T Foops 
in this Town are entirely of the Massachusetts ; the re- 
mainder of the Rhode-Island men are at SewcuTs farm. 
Two Regiments of Connecticut, and nine of ^j elilass achu- ' 
setts, are at Roxbury. The residue of th e^Ajmy^ to the 
number of about seven hundrejf^are posted in several " small 
Towns along the "coast, 16" pleTEM the depredations of the 
enemy. '"" """"" """" ~".""" 

Upon the whole, I think myself authoriz ed to s ay, that, 
considering the great extent ofnne^^rthe^ alure of th e 
ground, we are as_ well se c"ure <ras " could "be expected irTsb 
short a time, an d under the disad van tages weiabour ; these 
consist in a wan| of Engineers t o con struct proper works 
and direct the men, a wanf of tools^and a su fficie nt nnm- 
ber of men to man the works in case of an attack. 
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You will observe, by the proceedings of the council-of- 
war which 1 have the honour to enclose, that it is our 
. unanimous opinion to hold and defend these works as long 
as possible. The discouragement it would give the men, 
andits contrary, effects on the Ministerial Troops, thus to 
abandon our encampment in their face, formed with so much 
labour, added to the_ certain destruction of a considerable 
and valuable extent: of country, and our uncertainty of 
finding a place: irr all respects so capable of making a 
stand, are leading"" reasons for this determination ; at the 
same time we Tire: very sensible of the difficulties which 
attend the defence of lines of so great extent, and the 
dangers which may ensue from such a division of the 
Army. 

My earnest wis hes t o comply with the instructions of the 
Congress, in making an early and complete return of the 
state of the Annyyiias led into an involuntary delay of 
addressing you, which has given me much concern, Hav- 
ing given "orders f or tills purpose immediately on my arri- 
val, and unapprised of the imperfect obedience which had 
been paid to those of the like nature from General Ward, 
I was led from day to day to expect they would come in, 
and therefore detained the messenger. They are not now 
so complete as I could wish, but much allowance is to be 
made for inexperience in forms, and a liberty which had 
been taken (not~giv<m) on this subject. These reasons, I 
fla tter myself, will no longer exist, and of consequence 
more regularity and exactness in future prevail; this, with 
a necess ary atten ti on, to. the lines, the movements of the 
Ministerial TroopsTrmd our immediate security, must be my 
apology, which I beg you to lay before the Congress with 
the utmost duty_ancLrespect. 

We labour under great disadvantages for want of tents ; 
for though we hav e been helped out by a collection of now 
useless sails, from the seaport Towns, the number is far 
short of our necessities. The colleges and houses of this 
Town are necessarily occupied by the Troops, which af- 
ford another reason for keeping our present situation. But 
I most sincerely wish the whole Army was properly pro- 
vided to take the. field, as l am well assured, that besides, 
greater expedition Trnd activity in case of alarm, it would 
highly conduce to health and discipline. As materials are 
not to be had here, I would beg leave to recommend the 
procuring a farther, supply from Philadelphia as soon as 
possible. 

1 should be extremely deficient in gratitude, as well as 
justice, if I didn ot take the first opportunity to acknow- 
ledge the readiness yarrd attention which the Provincial 
Congress, and diffe rent Committees, have shewn to make 
every thing as con venien t and agreeable as possible ; but 
there is a vital andJnHerent principle of delay, incompati- 
ble with military service, in transacting business through 
s ucij_n u.nierqu s jyi d jifferen t channels. 1 esteem it, there- 
fore, my duty to represent the inconvenience which must 
unavoidably ensue from a dependance on a number of per- 
somrfor supplies, and submit it to the consideration of the 
Congress, whether the publick service will not be best pro- 
moied_by appointing^ a Commissary-General for these pur- 
poses. We have a strik ing instance of the preference of 
such, a mode inj he establis hment of Connecticut, as their 
Troops are extremely well furnished under the direction of 
WLTrumUulf, anaTlielias~at different times assisted others 
with various articles. Should my sentiments happily co- 
incide with those of your Honours on this subject, 1 beg 
leave to recommen d! jln Tr umbull as a very proper person 
for this department:"" 

In the arrangement of Troops collected under such cir- 
cumstances, and upon the spur of immediate necessity, 
several appointmenllZare' omitted, which appear to be 
indispensably necessary for the good government of the 
Army, particularly a Quartermaster-General, a Commissary 
of Musters, and_a Commissary of Artillery. These 1 must 
earnestly recommend to the notice and provision of the 
Congress. 

I find myself already much embarrassed for want of a 
military chest. Tfiesejembarrassments will increase every 
day. I must, therefore, request that money may be for- 
warJ.ed_as._soon as possible. The want of this most neces- 
sary article will, I fear, produce great inconveniences, if not 
prevented by an:ear!y attention, 



I find the Army in general, and the Troops raised in 
Massachusetts in particular, very deficient in necessary 
clothing. Upon inquiry, there appears no probability of 
obtaining any supplies in this quarter. And on the best 
consideration of this matter I am able to form, I am of 
opinion that a number of hunting shirts, not less than ten 
thousand, would in a great degree remove this difficulty in 
the cheapest and quickest manner. I know nothing, in a 
speculative view, more trivial ; yet, if put in practice, would 
have a .happier tendency to unite the men, and abolish 
those provincial distinctions which lead to jealousy and dis- 
satisfaction. ; ."" 

In a former part of this letter I mentioned the want of 
Engineers; I can hardly express the disappointment I have 
experienced on this subject, the skill of those we have 
being very imperfect, and confined to the mere manual 
exercise of cannon ; whereas, the war in which we are en- 
gaged requires a knowledge comprehending the duties of 
the field and fortification. If any persons thus qualified 
are to be found in the Southern Colonies, it would be of 
great publick service to forward them with all expedition. 

Upon the article of ammunition I must re-echo the for- 
mer complaints on this subject. We are so exceedingly 
destitute, that our artillery will be of little use, without a 
supply both large and seasonable. What we have must, be 
reserved for the small-arms, and that managed with the 
utmost frugality. 

I am sorry to observe that the appointments of the Gene- 
ral Officers in the Province of Massachu setts-Bay have 
by no means corresponded with the judgment and wishes 
of either the civil or military. The great dissatisfaction 
expressed on this subject, and the apparent clanger of 
throwing the Army into the utmost disorder, together with 
the strong representations of the Provincial Congress, have 
induced me to retain the commissions in my hands, until 
the pleasure of the Congress should be further Juiown, 
except General Putnam's, which was given the day I came 
into camp, and before I was apprized of these uneasinesses. ~ 
In such a step, I must beg the Congress will do me the 
justice to believe, that I have been actuated solely by a 
regard to the publick good. 1 have not, nor could have 
any private attachments ; every gentleman in appointment 
was an entire stranger to me, but from character ; I must, 
therefore, rely upon the candour of the Congress lor their 
favourable construction of my conduct in this particular. 
General Spencer was so much disgusted at the preference 
given to General Putnam, that he left the Army without 
visiting me, or making known his intentions in any respect. 
General Pomeroy had also retired before my arrival, occa- 
sioned, as is said, by some disappointment from the Pro- 
vincial Congress. General Thomas is much esteemed^ and 
earnestly desired to continue in the service ; and as far as 
my opportunities have enabled me to judge, I must join m 
the general opinion that he is an able, good officer, and his 
resignation would .be a publick loss. The postponing him 
to Pomeroy and Heath, whom he has commanded, would 
make his continuance yery difficult, and probably operate 
on his mind, as the like circumstance has done on that of 
Spencer. 

The state of the Army you will find ascertained with 
tolerable precision in the returns which accompany this 
letter. Upon finding the number of men to tall so far 
short of the establishment, and below all expectation, I im- 
mediately called a council, of the General Officers, whose 
opinion as to the mode of filling up the Regiments, and 
providing for the present exigency, I have the honour of 
enclosing, together with the best judgment we are able to 
form of the Ministerial Troops. From the number of boys, 
deserters, and negroes which have been listed in the Troops 
of this Province, I entertain some doubts whether the_ num- 
ber required can be raised here; and all the General Offi- 
cers agree that no dependance can be put in the Militia for 
a continuance in camp, or regularity and discipline during 
the short time they may stay. This unhappy .and devoted 
Province has been so long in a state of anarchy, and the 
yoke of Ministerial oppression been laid so heavily on it, 
that great allowances are to be made for troops raised under 
such circumstances.. The deficiency of numbers, discipline, 
and stotes, caD only lead to this conclusion, that their spirit 
has exceeded their strength, But at the same time, I would 
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humbly submit to the consideration of the Congress, the 
propriety of making some farther provision of men from 
the other Colonies. If these Regiments should be com- 
pleted to their establishment, the dismission of those unfit 
for duty, on account of their age and character, would occa- 
sion a considerable reduction, and at all events they have 
been enlisted upon such terms that they may be disband- 
ed when other Troops arrive. But should my apprehen- 
sions be ^realized, and the Regiments here not filled up, the 
publick cause wou.ld_suffer by an absolute dependance upon 
so i doubtfuL an event, unless some provision is. made against 
such a. disappointment. It requires no military skill to judge 
of. the difficulty of introducing proper discipline and subor- 
dination into an Army while we have the enemy in view; 
and are in daily expectation of an attack, but it is of so 
much importance. tlmL every effort will be made which time 
and circumstanceivilLiidmit. In the mean time I have a 
sincere pleasure in obser ving, that there are materials for a 
good Army — a great number of able-bodied men, active, 
zealous in the cause, and of unquestionable courage/* 

I am now, Sir, to acknowledge the receipt of your favour 
of the 28th ultimo, enclosing the resolutions of the_ Con- 
gress of the 27th ultimo, and a copy of a letter from 
the Committee of Albany, to all which I shall pay due 
attention. 

Generals Gates and Sullivan have both arrived in good 
health. My best abilities are at all times devoted .to the 
servic e of my Country; but I feel the weight, importance, 
and variety of my present duties too sensibly not to^vish a 
more immediate and frequent communication with the Con- 
gress. I feaFit may often happen in the course of out pre- 
sent operations, that I shall need that assistance and direc- 
tion from tbeim, which time and distance will not allow me 
to receive. 

-Since writing the above, I have also to acknowledge 
your favour of the 4th instant, by Fessendtn, and the re- 
ceipt of the commissions and articles of war. The former 
' are yet eight hun dred short of the number required. This 
djeJjcjjMicy you will please to supply as soon as you conve- 
nientl y can. ^_-_ .-_ .-._-.- . 

jj^Among the other. returns, I have also sent one, of our 
kfflgdj wounded anJrniss mg in the_ late action ; but have 
bien aTIE to procure no c ertain account of the loss of the 
Ministerial. Troops. My best intelligence fixes it at about 
five hundred killechjind six or seven hundred wounded ; but 
it is no ftio re than^conjecture, the utmost pains being taken 
on their side to conceal it. 

I have the honQntJQ_be,\vith the most respectful regard, 
Sir, your obedien t humb le servant, 

/. ....,;.. __:~ .: : . c Go. Washington. 

To th e/H onourable John Hancock, President, &c. 

P.. .S, Having "ordered the commanding officer to give 
me the earliest intelligence of every motion of the enemy, 
.by land or water, discernable from the heights of his camp, 
-I this instant, as, I was closing my letter, received the 
enclose d__froTn the Brigade-Major. The design of this 
manoeuvre 7,1 - know..not ; perhaps it may be to make a 
desceht^jqme where' along the coast, it may be for New- 
Yhrlc, or it may he practised as a deception on us. I 
thoughtlt not Improper, however, to mention the matter to 
yfflf "' I ha ve done the satne to the commanding officer at 
New- Y.Qrkfwnd Xihainet1l.be known to. the Committee 
of Safety here, s o tha t intelligence may be communicated 
aOhey shall think.he.st along* the sea-coast of this.Gov- 
ernmenTT _ ' " G. W. 

Copy of a Report this moment received from the Camp at 
= Roxbtjky, two o'clock, P. M., July 11, 1775. 

- ; -—'" : - : - 1 - Camp at Roxbury, July 11, 1775. 

:S£j & Since 1 sentjhe report by the Adjutant this morn- 
ing 1 , rTveHarge shipshaye sailed from Boston; we are not 
able to dJjern iin e~rjow m any of them are men-of-war, or 
l" 1 9S.£S n X^ rere JJansp orts, as they were behind Dorches- 
ier"HiU7 There appeared to be a number of people on 
board. _. J. am, Sir, your humble servant. 

By order of General Thomas : 
i 1 :::h' :: J: ; ;~Thos. Chap, Major of Brigade. 
To Horatio Gates, Esq., Adjutant-General. - ... - 



Tlie number of those Killed, Wounded, and. Missing, in 
the Engagement on Bunker Hell. 
Colonel Frye's Regiment, 10 killed, 38 wounded, 4 
missing; Colonel Little's Regiment, 7 killed, 23 wound- 
ed ;_. Colonel Brewer's Regiment, 12 killed, 22 wounded ; 
Colonel Gridley's Regiment, 4 wounded ; Colonel Stark's 
Regiment, 15 killed, 45 wounded ; Colonel Woodbridge's 
Regiment, 5 wounded ; Colonel Scammon's ..Regiment, 2 
wounded; Colonel Bridge's Regiment, 17 killed, 25 
Wounded; Colonel Whitcomb's Regiment, 5 killed, 8 
wounded, 2 missing ; General JFarrr^TRegiment, 1 killed, 
6 wounded ; Colonel Gerrish's Regiment, 3 killed, 5 
wounded; Colonel Reed's Regiment, 3 .killed, 29 wound- 
ed, 1 missing ; Colonel Prescott's Regirrrent, 43 hihed 
and missing, 46 wounded ; Colonel Doolittle's Regiment, 
6 killed and missing, 9 wounded; Colonel G_ardnej J s .Regi- 
ment, 7 wounded; CoF. Patterson's Regiment, 1 wound- 
ed ; Colonel Nixon's Regiment, 3 kiljei_and. .missing ; 
Connecticut, 13 killed, 26 *wounded^ ; ^l'QLal7T35~¥iIled 
and missing, 304 wounded. 



At a Council of War field at Head-Quar ters, C ambridge, 
July 9, 1775. Present : - --, ■_ 

His Excellency General JVashTngton ; T?eneraTs Ward, 
Lee, Putnam, Thomas, Heath, Greene, a nd Gates . 

The General laid before the Council a Letter from Mr. 
Warren, President of the Congress of Massachusetts-Bay, 
enclosing a Letter from Mr. Gerry, at MarMEEcacf, dated 
July 8, 1775. ' ____„..-..... 

-. 1. A question was then proposed and considered, viz: 
What is the supposed number of the enemy near and 
in Boston, including the Troops formerly and.] lately arrived, 
and thoserexpected hourly, the Forces who may take arms, 
the sailors who may be spared from the_.jTeet, and the 
negroes?- - ■ - - — ----- — -'-" — ■'■- - - - 



Upon which it was agreed, that from ThiThest Intelli- 
gence, the force on the side of the enemy now amounts to 
eleven thousand five hundred men. ... 

2. It was then proposed and considers!, whether it is 
expedient.jto keep and defend the posts at present occu- 
pied, or to retire TartherTjack in the country ? 

Upon which h was unanimo usly deter min ed, that the 
publick service requires the delence of the present posts. 

3. His Excellency then proposed to the cons id eratio n of 
the Council, what number of troops may be necessary for 
the present service in and near Boston , to defend the . 
posts already occupied against the force jupposeiT to be 
employed against us? _ - 

Upon which it was agreed, that the Armylor the above 
purpose ought to consist of at Least .twenTprwo" thousand 
men. , ._._.,.._.. -^ - t -* 

4. As it appears by the returns now made That the num- 
ber of effective men is far short of the above estimate, a 
question was proposed, viz : __—»-__ _ 

In what manner this. deficiency should b e su pplied ? 

And it was rhnimniousiy agreed, TthaTTt ought to be done 
by sending ajr officer from each company^in the forces 
raised in the Massachusetts-Bay to recruit thejiegiments to 
which they respecm'eiyTSeTong to the estab lishment Txed 
by the ProvinciaLCongress, (the Colonies o£^E^£-Island 
and Connecticut being already engaged in r ecru iting.) And 
that in the mean time his E xcellen cy ihe.GeneraTflo apply 
to the ProvincialCongress ofthis Province for their assist- 
ance in procnTJrrg a "Temporary reinforcement, subject to 
the same military rules as the Army now raised, inasmuch 
as the present extent of ljnes, and th e great probability of 
an early attack, renders such re-enforcenjeot .Indispensably 
necessary. " ; '° 7°"" --■;«""""■»■- -■*=- ifc - -— -«suiisi, is , 

5. As the events of war are uncertain, and a want of a 
pTopeT rendezvous .might, in case of anyi nTisfortu ne, occa- 
sion a dissolution of the Army, it was proposed to appoint 
a proper place^for this purpose, in case ouPpreseht situa- 
tion should not be tenable.. ._ ;;___; _i___ 

N. C. agreed, That the Welsh Mountains, near Cam- 
bridge, and. in the rear, of Roxbury lines, was" a "suitable 

place. . - - -. -.i:rr.:r: . ■■_■ .l. '.- : .'..: "-■ 

6.. A question was proposed, whether it inexpedient to 
take possession of Dorchester _ Point, or to oppose the 
enemy, if they should attempt to possess.it _h_ . 

Unanimously agreed ifi the negative as to botL 7 
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General Return of the Army of the United Colonies, commanded by his Excellency George Washington, Esquire, 
General and Commander-in-Chief, Head-Quarters at Cambridge, July, 1775. 
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22 


- 


1 






35 


16 


446 


33 


23 


21 


__ 


523 


5 


4 


27 




6. ColoneirRead's, 


1 


1 


1 


9 


17 


- 


- 






36 


17 


384 


36 


23 


3 


49 


"495 




_ 


5 




7. Col. Mansfield's, 


1 


1 


1 


10 


10 


- 


- 






37 


16 


399 


26 


23 


21 


1 


470 


' 


4 


30 


ui 


8. Col. Daiiielson's, 


1 


] 


1 


11 


17 


- 


- 






36 


15 


422 


49 


_ 


16 


6 


493 


1 


5 


57 


G 


9. Colonel Prescott's, 


1 


1 


1 


5 


11 


- 


- 






39 


13 


332 


35 


53 


10 


_ 


430 


1 


8 


120 


s 


10. Colonel Erye's, 


1 


1 


1 


7 


10 


- 


- 






31 


13 


313 


27 


23 


13 


30 


406 


9 


6 


94 


bo 


11. Colonel _Bridge's, 


1 


- 


1 


7 


10 


- 


- 






33 


20 


318 


36 


47 


21 


48 


470 






30 


tf 


12. Col. Patterson's, 


1 


1 


1 


7 


9 


- 


- 






38 


15 


.311 


57 


25 


2 


14 


409 


9 


5 


91 


>* 


13. Colonel Seaman's, 


1 


1 


1 


9 


20 


- 


- 






35 


19 


413 


30 


4 


9 





456 






44 


ffl •i 14. Colonel Learn ed's, 


1 


- 


1 


9 


18 


_ 


1 






40 


20 


430 


30 


4 


11 


14 


489 






It 


i 


15. Late Col. Gardner's 


1 


1 


1 


9 


9 




- 






33 


19 


380 


1 1 


18 


8 




417 


9 




83 


a* 


16. ColonelTNixon's, 


1 


] 


1 


6 


8 


- 


1 






36 


17 


337 


42 


17 


16 


_ 


412 


4 


3 


88 


ji 


17. ColonelJSbws's, 


1 


1 


1 


10 


19 


- 


1 


1 1 




39 


18 


349 


54 


2 


73 


16 


434 


1 


2 


66 


.$ 


18. Colonel ' Doolittle's, 


1 


1 


- 


6 


11 


- 


- 






32 


10 


250 


49 


20 


11 


3 


333 


4 


8 


117 


^ 


19. Col. J. Brewer's, 


1 




1 


8 


10 


- 


- 






25 


17 


242 


33 


9 


17 


_ 


301 


7 


10 


189 


<4 


20. Col. D. Brewer's, 


1 


1 


1 


8 


17 


- 


- 






31 


17 


352 


13 


4 


5 


_ 


•374 


9 


3 


126 




21. General Heath's, 


1 


1 


2 


10 


20 


- 


- 






40 


18 


301 


27 


8 


10 


137 


483 




9 


17 




22. Col. Wpodbridge's, 




1 


1 


7 


8 


- 


1 






26 


10 


306 


24 


22 


14 


_ 


366 


14 10 


134 




23. Colonel .Glover's, 


1 




1 


7 


18 


- 


- 






34 


12 


419 


8 


7 


9,0 





454 


ffij 8 


46 




24. Colonel Jittle's, 


1 


1 


1 


10 


20 


- 


1 






33 


20 


405 


12 


34 


16 


5 


472 


2! - 


28 




25. ColonelGsrrish's, 


1 


1 


1 


10 


19 


_ 


- 






39 


18 


181 


18 


11 


33 


255 


498 


l! 9, 


2 




2GT Colonel PErmey's, 


1 


1 


1 


7 


14 


- 


- 


_ _ 


1 — 


27 


15 


309 


_ 


9 


1 





319 


13 


5 


181 




4 Independ't Compan's, 
























239 


_ 


- 


_ 


_ 


239 








Connecticut Regiments, 


3 


3 


5 


22 


50 


26 


3 


3 2 


3 5 


121 


53 


2105 


212 


2 


14 


— 


2333 




_ 


367 


New- Hampshire Jteg'ts, 


3 


3 


2 


27 


26 


25 


- 


3 3 


3 3 


107 


53 


1201 


115 


20 


49 


279 


1664 




. _ 


106 


Rhode-Island RegimeTIfs," 


3 


3 


3 


22 


32 


32 


- 


S 3 


3 3 


62 


46 


1041 


24 


18 


2 


- 


1085 


1 


1 


240 




Total, 


31 


30 


38 


290 


493 


83 


113 


3 333 


4 33 


1192 


576 


13743 


1108 


490 


376 


1053 


16770 


76 


90 12354 






Colonel Sergeant not having completed his Regiment, is not included in the abore 'Return. The Return ofihe 
Artillery is sent separately with this Return. Horatio Gates, Adjutant-General. 



. Hcad-Quartors, Cambridge, July 20, 1775. 
Return of the Regiment of Artillery in the service ofihe 
United Colonies, commanded by Colonel R, Gridley. 
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Fit for duty, 


- 


1 


2 


8 


8 


9 


16 


3 


4 


23 


23 


51 


49 


18238 


453 


Sick, present, - 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


a 


3 


2 


4 


- 


13 


25 


Sick, absent, 
















- 


- 


1 


1 


1 


_ 


- 


- 


3 


On furlough, 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


2 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


- 


3 


8 


Recruiting, 


































_ . Total, . 


1 


1 


2 


9 


8 


9 


18 


3 


4 


27 


27 


54 


54 


18254 


48D 



RjtCHAHD GrTOLEY. 

Return of Major Crane's Company of the Train of Ar- 
tillery of the R hode-Isl and Forces, July 21, 1775. 



Present on parade, 
Sick in quariers, 
Sick, absent, 
On guard, 
On commajid, 
O fficers'_ waiters, 

Total, 



67 

10 

1 

12 

4 

2 



74| 96 



Horatio Gates, Adjutant-General. 



Instructions for the Officers of the several Regiments of 
the Massachusetts-Bay Forces, who are immediately: 
to go upon the Recruiting Service. 

You are not to enlist any deserter from the Ministerial 
Army, nor any stroller, negro, or vagabond, or person ""sus- 
pected of being an enemy to the liberty of America, nor 
any under eighteen yearsi of age. Tl-^mi": 

As the cause is the best that can engage merr of courage 
and principle to take up arms, so it is expected that none 
but such will be accepted by the recruiting officers. _ The 
pay, provisions, he, being so ample., it Is not doubted J)ut 
the officers sent upon this service wjil, without delay, com- 
plete their respective corps, and march jjie mej.fprihwjlh 
to camp. ;"- ■■— '~l_™'ir' .:_'.'. 

You are not to enlist any person who is not an \ American, 
born, unless such person has a wife and family, and isja. 
settled resident in this Country',"' ~~ "" """"" " -,-.--. 

The persons you enlist must be provided with good .and 
complete arms. :: r ; : -J- '. r — -..— . L -~" 

Given at the Head-Quarters at Cambridge, this 10th day 
of July, 1775. Hora tio Gate s, Adj. Gen. 

ORDERS BY GENERAL WASHINGTON. -- 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 3, 1775. 
(Parole, Lookout.) (Countersign, sharp.) 

The Colonels or commanding officers of .each jLegirnent 
are ordered forthwith to make two returns of the number 
of men in their respective ReginrentsJ distinguishing such 
as are sick, wounded, or absent pit furlough, andjdso^tbe 
quantity of ammunition each Regiment now hasv ^ : .\^ '.._. 

It appearing by the report of Henry7Voods,jh<z officer 
of the main guard, that one William Alfred is confined for 



^ tmtmimmit 
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taking (wo horses, belonging to some persons in Connecti- o'clock, P. INT., with the 

cut. hut that he has made satisfaction to the injured parlies, and gallant an officer, w 

who request that they may not longer be detained as wit- cause of his Country and 

nesses, it is ordered that he be .discharged, and, after except the Company at , 

receiving a severe reprimand, be turned out of Camp. ful occasion, .The places 

on Prospect Hill, to be su 

(After Orders.) Four o'clock, P. M. ment, till the funeral is 0< 

It is ordered, that Colonel Glover's Regiment be ready No person is to be al 

this evening with all their accoutrements, to march at a a-fish.ng or on any other 

minute's warning 1 to support General Folsom, of the Neiv- of introducing the small-, 

Hampshire forces, in case his line should be attacked. * ' s Jtrtdly required a 

It is also ordered, that Colonel Prescotfs Regiment firing of cannon or smal 

equip themselves, -march this evening, and take possession elsewhere, except in case 

of the woods leading to Lechmere's Point, and in case of or special order given for 

an attack, then Colonel Glover's Regiment to march im- All prisoners taken, de 

mediately to theirsupport. out of Bo f? who , can ?' 

- ... , i' of any kind trom the ener 

tt j ^ _. n u -j t i a -i-i a ed and brought up to He 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 4, 1 1 75. . » . _r . 

(Parob, AKngton.) (Countersign, Bctlfin,.) Captain Griffin IS app 

Exact returns to be made by the proper officers of all iee, and to be regarded : 

Provisions, Ordnance, Ordnance Stores, Powder, Lead, . The guard for the sa 

working tools of all kinds, Tents, Camp Kettles, and all « »° be increased to thirt; 

other Stores under their respective care, belonging to the tt A sergeant and six n 

Armies at Roxbury and Cambridge. The Commanding Hospital , and are. to, appl; 

Officer of each Regiment to make a return of the number Complaint having beer 

of Blankets warned, to complete every man with one at termaster of Colonel 2& 

, —..-...-! < ours, in drawing out pre 

6 The Hon. Arteritis Ward, Charles Lee, Philip Schuy- Regiment consisted of : a 

lev, and Israel Putnam, Esquires, are appointed Major- Cant™ and four Subalte 

Cfe¥e7a¥ of the Ammcan Army, and due obedience is to m ^> who are t0 lr T iri 
be paid to them as such. The Continental Congress not 

havings completed the. appointments of the other officers in (After Orders.) 

said Army, nor had sufficient time to prepare and forward The General desires 

their cprnmissions, every officer is to continue to do duty diately set to work at Bn 

in the rank and station he at present holds, until further e jgh t horses, and more, 

orders. able racks, mangers, &tc. 

Thomas Mifflin, Esquire, is appointed by the General 
one ofliis Aids-de-Camp; Joseph Reed, Esquire, is in 

like manner appointed Secretary to the General ; and they Ilea 

are in .future to be considered and regarded as such. (Parole, Bedford.) 

The Contine ntal C ongress having now taken all the The Adjutant of each 1 

Troops of the se vera l Colonies which have been raised, or cial care that all Gener 

which may hereafter be raised, for the support and defence well to the private men a 

of the liberties of America, into their pay and service, they be no plea of ignorance. _ 

are now the Troops of the United Provinces of North for all the consequences \ 

America ; T and it is hoped lhat all distinctions of Colonies order. 

wi lj.be la id asid e, "To" that one and the sanie spirit may A General Court-Mart 

animate the whole, ancTtHe only contest be, who shall reu- ten o'clock, A. M., for thi 

der, on this greatand trying occasion, the most essential with " leaving his postc 

service to the greal^aTid "cdmmoii cause in which we are deon Cole, for "sleepin 

all engaged. D ' John Scott, for "insulting 

It is required and expected that exact discipline be ob- the guard at Boston;" am 

served, and. due sub ordination prevail through the whole the witnesses are to; atten 

Army, as. a failure, in these most essential points must have notice this, day, tha 

necessarily produce 'extreme hazard, disorder, and confu- trials, 

sion, and end in shameful disappointment and disgrace. The General ".most.. eaj 

The General most" earnestly requires and expects a due of all the officers that the 

observance" of tho|e Articles of War, established for the in preventing all invasion; 

government of t b T A rmy, which forbid profane cursing, in their quarters, or elsev 

sw ear ing, and drunkenness; and in like manner requires ters himself that every pr 

and expects of aJLofficers and soldiers, not engaged on such practices, when he i 

actual duty, a pofrctuaf attendance on divine service, to vation of his own rights, 

implore the blessirifs" of Heaven upon the means used for of his fellow-countrymen, 

oufsafetyand de SflSfi- that it is unmanly, and sul 

All officers artrfeqiiired and expected to pay diligent in which we are all engaj 

attention to keep their men neat and clean, to visit them called to protect, and esp 

ofteoatSltl' 1 qu'afteri,~and inculcate upon them the neces- inconsistent thus to add tj 

sity 'oTcTeTmlinessTas "essential to their health and service, countrymen who are sufft 

They are particularly to see that they have straw to lay on, pression. 

if to be had, and to make it known, if they are destitute The Genera] again ur 

of this article ; they are also to take care that necessaries the forces, stores, provisi 

be provided in the camps, and frequently filled up, to pre- already issued, and for thj 

vent their being offensive and unhealthy. Proper notice once a week, on Saturda 1 , 

wilTbeTaken of suclxofficers and men as distinguish them- eral is much pleased with 

selvesTy their attention. to. these necessary duties, some officers have alread; 

The Commanding Officer of each Regiment is to take order, 

particular care that jiot more than two men of a Company The Colonel or coram: 

be absent on furlough at the sarne time, unless in very is to direct an. officer of ea 

ex trao rdinary cas^sT^ ^ of their men, al ; six o'cl 

Colonel. Gardner "Is to be buried to-morrow at three proper inquiries "after the 
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Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July G, 1775. 
(Parole, Cumberland.) (Countersign, Derby) 

A General Court-Martial is ordered to sit to-morrow, 
at ten o'clock, A. M., for the trial of John Semsy, John 
Batche.hr, and William Crostin, all of Colonel Gridley's 
Regiment, charged with " desertion and theft." At the 
same time they are to hear and determine the case of Ed- 
ward Dunley, a stroller, accused of " theft." Notice to be 
given to the prisoners to-day. 

Captain Leonard, of Colonel Woodbridge's Regiment, 
and the remainder of his Company, are ordered to join 
the Guard at Watertown. 

The Clothing provided by the Massachusetts Committee 
of Supplies for those men of their Government who lost 
their clothes in the late action on Bunker's Hill, to be dis- 
tributed to the most needy and necessitous men of each 
Regiment, and an account to be kept thereof by the Com- 
manding Officer of each Regiment. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 7, 1775. 
(■Parole, Dorchester.) {Countersign, Exeter.) 

It is with inexpressible concern that the General, upon 
his first arrival in the Army, should find an officer sen- 
tenced by a General Court-Martial to be cashiered for 
cowardice — a crime of all others the most infamous in a 
soldier, the most injurious to an Army, and the last to be 
forgiven ; inasmuch as it may, and often does happen, that 
the cowardice of a single officer may prove a destruction 
of the whole Army; the General, therefore, (though with 
great concern, and more especially as the transaction hap- 
pened before he had the command of the Troops,) thinks 
himself obliged, for the good of the service, to approve 
the judgment of the Court-Martial, with respect to Cap- 
tain John Callender, who is hereby sentenced to be cash- 
iered. Captain John Callender is accordingly cashiered, 
and dismiisecrirom all further service in the Continental 
Army as~arrofficer. 

The General having made all due inquiries and mature- 
ly ...considered this matter, is led to the above determina- 
tion, not only from the particular guilt of Captain Callen- 
der, but the fatal consequences of such conduct to the 
Army and to the cause of America. 

He now, therefore, most earnestly exhorts officers of all 
ranks to she w a n example of bravery and courage to their 
men, assuring them, that such as do their duty in the day 
of battle, as brave and good officers, shall be honoured 
with every mark of distinction and regard, their names and 
merits made known to the General Congress, and all Ame- 
rica; while, on the other hand, he positively declares, that 
every officer, be his rank what it may, who shall betray 
his Country, dishonour the Army and his General, by 
basely keeping back and shrinking from his duty in any 
engagement, shall be held up as an infamous coward, and 
punished as such with the utmost martial severity; and no 
connections, interest, or intercessions, (n his behalf, will 
avail to prevent the strict execution of justice. 

Captain Scott's and Captain Stylcr's Companies, from 
New-Hampshire, are to be incorporated, or added to Col. 
Sargeant's Regiment, agreeable to the application made for 
that purpose. No officer or soldier, posted in the lines for 
the defence, of them, on Prospect Hill, or Winter Hill, 
or elsewhere, are, upon any aceount.to sleep out of their 
encampment, or leave it at night. The Troops from New- 
Hampshire are particularly required to attend to this order, 
from their particular circumstances of situation. 

No soldier belonging to these posts, or elsewhere, to 
be suffered_to straggle at a distance from their respective 
parade, on any pretence, without leave from his officers, as 
an unguarded hour may prove fatal to the whole Army, 
and to the noble cause in which we are engaged ; the im- 
portance of which, to every man of common understand- 
ing, must inspire every good officer and soldier with the 
noblest ardour and strictest attention, lest he should prove 
the fatal i nstru ment of our ruin. 

The Adjutant-General is required to make a Return as 
quick as possible of the Troops in Cambridge, their num- 
ber, and the duty they do. 

Complaints having been made with respect to the bread, 
as beiug sour and unwholesome, the Quartermaster-Gene- 
ral is hereby directed to inquire into the matter, and report 
upon it ; at the same time to inform the bakers, that if any 



complaints are made, and they shall be found just, they 
will be most severely punished. 

The guards on the roads leading to Bunker's Hill, are 
ordered not to suffer any person to pass them, unless an 
officer is sent down from the lines to order it, or they will 
be severely punished. 

The General has great reason, and is highly displeased 
with the negligence and inattention of those officers who 
have placed as sentries at the outposts men with whose 
characters they are not acquainted. He therefore orders, 
that for the future no man shall be appointed to those im- 
portant stations who is not a native of this Country, or has 
a wife or family in it, to whom he is known to be attached. 
This order is to be considered as a standing one, and the 
officers are to pay obedience to it, at their peril. 

A complaint of the most extraordinary kind having been 
made to the General, that soldiers enlisted in one Regi- 
ment have been seduced to re-enlist into others, by agents 
employed for that purpose, under the specious promises of 
money, or leave of absence from the Army. A procedure 
so subversive of all order, discipline, and of the very exist- 
ence of the Army, cannot be forgiven ; the strictest orders 
are therefore given against such practices ; and the General 
most earnestly declares, that if any agent or soldier shall 
hereafter be found so offending, he will punish them with 
the utmost severity. 

A General Court-Martial having sat upon William Pal- 
tin, and reported, that no evidence appeared against him to 
support the charge, the General defers his decision upon 
the report until farther consideration. In the mj|n lime 
the Adjutant-General is ordered to wait on Col. Ward, by 
whom the prisoner was confined, and learn from him upon 
whose complaint, and what witnesses there are to sup- 
port it. 

A Regimental Court-Martial is ordered to sit to-morrow, 
ten o'clock, on Samuel Bartlett, of the Company late Cap- 
tain Callender's, and Colonel Gridley's Regiment, confined 
for "abusive behaviour." 

A General Court-Martial to sit to-morrow, ten o'clock, 
A. M., for the trial of Thomas Daniely, charged with 
" stealing." Each of the above prisoners to have notice 
to-day, and the witnesses in like manner ordered to attend. 

In order that all the sick and wounded in the Army 
may be provided for, and taken care of, in the best way 
and manner possible, it "is ordered, that when^any officer 
or soldier is so ill, either by a wound or otherwise, that 
the Surgeon of the Regiment, to which he belongs, finds 
he cannot be properly taken care of in suctu Regiment, 
such Surgeon shall send him to the Camp Hospital to 
which they belong, with a certificate of the man's name, 
and the Company to which he belongs, and in that case the 
Surgeon of the Hospital shall receive said sick and wound- 
ed; and in case such Hospital shall be too full, in that case 
the Surgeon of said Hospital shall send such_ of his pa- 
tients as may be removed with safety to the Hospital at 
Watertown, with the like certificate as above, on which 
the Surgeon of Watertown Hospital is to receive and take 
care of him. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 8, 1775. 
(Parole, Etiex.) (Countersign, Falkland.) 

Ordered, that the main guard, on no account whatever, 
be without a drum, which is to beat to arms on any alarm, 
and be followed by all the drums in the Camp ; on which 
every officer and soldier is immediately to repair to the 
alarm post. 

The Commanding Officer of each Regiment or Corps 
in Cambridge, as soon as the men are paraded after an 
alarm, to send an officer to Head-Quarters for o rjers . 

The Commanding Officers at Roxbury, Prospect Hill, 
Winter Hill, and Sewall's Point, to send expresses in 
case of alarm to Head-Quarters, with an account of the 
situation and the movements of the enemy. If they are 
not each provided with a horse for that purpose, the Adju- 
tant-General to apply to the Committer of Supplies. 

Colonel Gridley, of the Artillery, or the next_in com- 
mand, to give in a return of his men, stores, anjijmmuni- 
tion, agreeable to the order of the fourth instant, and to 
distinguish the posts to which his Regiment is a^ sigi red, in 
case of alarm. The same order as Jgjj^turnoj^hjLmen, 
ammunition, and blankets, is given to the commanding 
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officers _ of_the Regiments late Colonel Gardner's, Colonel 
Glover's, and Colonel Gerrish's, who have omitted com- 
plying with the above orders hitherto. 

The commanding officers at Winter Hill, Prospect Hill, 
and Rqxbiu-jj, are to make particular inquiry into the ammu- 
nition of the men in those lines, and if there is any deficiency, 
immediately to report it to the General at Head-Quarters. 

A General Court-Martial is ordered to sit on Monday 
next, ten o'clock, A. M., for the trial of Lieutenant Brig- 
ham, charged with " rescuing a prisoner when in lawful 
custody." 

Head.Quartcrs, Cambridge, July 9, 1775. 
(Parole, Effingham.') " (Countersign, Watertmcn.) 

The Continental Congress having been pleased to ap- 
point Horatio Gates, Esq., Brigadier-General and Adju- 
tant-General of the Army, he is to be obeyed as such, and 
all orders transmitted through him from the Commander- 
in-Chief, whether^. written or verbal, are to be punctually 
and immediately obeyed. 

All soldiers, more than two to a company, who are at 
present absent oil furlough, and all officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, and soldiers, who have not joined their 
respective corps, to be ordered forthwith to camp. The 
commanding officers of corps to be answerable to the Gen- 
eral for an immediate obedience to this order. 

The General, or In his absence, the commanding offi- 
cer at Roxbury, to send a report every day, in writing, 
sealed up, to the Commander-in-Chief, at Head-Quarters, 
in Cambridge, of all the material occurrences of the pre- 
ceding day, mentioning particularly all arrivals of ships 
and vessels in the Iky, and what changes and alterations 
are made in the stations of the men-of-war, transports, and 
floating batteries, &c. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 10, 1775. 

(Parole, Frederick.) (Countersign, Gloucester*) 

The General Court-Martial, of which Colonel William 
Prescott was President, having tried William Pattin, of 
Colonel Gridley^s Regiment, and found him guilty of 
" threatening and. abusing a number of persons, when pri- 
soner ;in .t fie quarter-guard," the Court sentence the prison- 
er to ride the wooden .horse fifteen minutes. 

The General approves the sentence, and orders it to be 
put in execution atthe head of the Regiment. 

"David Wills, soldier in Col. Gridley's Regiment, tried by 
the above-mentioned (General Court-Martial, for " sleeping 
upoirhis post when sentry," is acquitted by the Court. 

No non-commissioned officer or soldier, but such as are 
guilty of capital offences, to be confined in the main guard ; 
all those guilty of crimes triable by a Regimental Court- 
Martial, to be sent to the quarter-guards of their respective 
corps", to beTtried by Regimental Court-Martial. 

■The General Court^Majtial, whereof Col. William Pres- 
coit r is. president, to sit again this day, at the usual hour. 
All evidences, and persons concerned, to attend the Court. 
WbeneTeoi Gene_r_al Court-Martial is ordered, it is expect- 
ed. that the evidences and persons by whom the prisoners 
are .confined, do punctually attend to support the accusa- 
tion, as they will answer the contrary at their peril. 

Tile Colonels of._t.be Massachusetts Regiments to order 
one SuBaTtern from e_ach Company in their respective 
Corps forthwith upon the recruiting service. Proper in- 
struction* vv.il 1 be given by the Adjutant-General to the 
officeis_ ordered upon that service; they will, therefore, 
call at Head-Quarters as soon as possible, to receive their 
instruction*. The General recommends it to the Colonels 
to send active and .vigilant officers upon this service, and 
those who arc most in esteem with people in the District 
the) aic sent to recruit in. 

r.ENERVL W VSHIVCfrON TO RICHARD HENRY LEE, Esq. 
Cdtnp at Cambridge, July 10, 1775. 

De ui Sir : I was exceeding glad to receive a letter from 
you, as I always shall be whenever it is convenient, though 
pefhaps my hurry, till such time as matters are drawn a 
little out of the chaos they appearin at present, will not 
er me_tcr write you such full and satisfactory answers, 
or|iTC"sucfi clear and precise accounts of our. situation and 
view? as T could wish, or you might expect. After a 



journey a good deal retarded, principally by the desire of 
the different townships through which I travelled, of show- 
ing respect to the General of your Armies, I arrived here 
on this day week ; since which I have been labouring with 
as much assiduity, by fair and threatening means, to obtain 
returns of our strength in this camp and Roxbury, and their 
dependencies, as a man could do, and never have been able 
to accomplish the matter till this day; now, I will not 
answer for the correctness of them, although I have sent 
several of the regimental returns back more than once, to 
have mistakes rectified. I do not doubt but the Congress 
will think me very remiss in not writing to them sooner, 
but you may rely on it yourself, and I beg you to assure 
them that it has never been in my power till this day to 
comply with their orders. Could I have conceived, that 
that which ought, and in a regular army, which would have 
been done in an hour, would employ eight days, I should 
have sent, an express on the second morning after I arrived, 
with a general account of things ; but expecting in the 
morning to receive the returns in the evening, and in the 
evening surely to find them in the morning, (and at last 
getting them full of imperfections,) I have been drilled on, 
from day to day, till I am ashamed to look back at the time 
which has elapsed since my arrival here. You will per- 
ceive, by the returns, that we liavel>ut about sixteen thou- 
sand effective men in all this department, whereas, by the 
accounts which I received from even the first o fficers in 
command, I had no doubt of finding between eighteen and 
twenty thousand ; out of these there are only fourteen thou- 
sand fit for duty. So soon as 1 was able to get this state 
of the Army, and came to the knowledge of our weakness, 
I immediately summoned a council of war, the result of 
which you will see, as It is enclosed to the Congress. 
Between you and me, I think we are in an exceeding dan- 
gerous situation, as our numbers are not much larger than 
we suppose, from the best accounts we are able to get, those 
of the enemy to be; theirs situated in such a manner as to 
be drawn to any point of attack, without our having an 
hour's previous notice of it, (if the General will keep his 
own counsel,) whereas we are obliged to Tie guarded at all 
points, and know not where, with precision, to look for 
them. I should not, I think, have made choice of the 
present posts in the first instance, although I believe the 
communication between the town and country could not 
have been so well cut off without ; but as much labour has 
been bestowed in throwing up lines, making redoubts, Sic; 
as Cambridge, Roxbury, and Watertown, must be imme- 
diately exposed to the mercy of the enemy, were we to 
retreat a little further in th_e._ country ; as it would give a 
general dissatisfaction to. this Colony, dispirit our own peo- 
ple, and encourage the enemy to remove at this time to 
another place, we have, for these reasonSjj^sol vedjn council 
to maintain our ground if we can. Our fines on Winter 
and Prospect Hills, and those of the enemy on Bunker 
Hill, are in full. view of each ojher, a mile distant, our 
advance guards much nearer, and the sentries almost near 
enough to converse ; at Roxbury and Boston Neck it is the 
same. Between these we are obliged to guarcTseveral of 
the places at which the enemy may land. The enemy 
have strongly fortified, or will in a few days, their camps 
and Bunker Hill; after winery and^vhen their new-landed 
troops have got a little refreshed, we shall look for a visit, 
if they mean, as we are told they do, to come out of their 
lines. Their great command of artillery, and adequate 
stores of powder, Sic, give them advantages which we 
have only to lament the want of. The abuses jn this Arm y, 
I fear, are considerable, and the new modelling of it, in the 
face of an enemy, from whom we. every "hour expect an 
attack, exceedingly difficult and" dangerous. If things, 
therefore, should not turn ouLas. the Congress would wish, 
I hope they will make proper allowances. I can only 
promise and assure them, that my whole time is devoted 
to their service, and. that, as far as my judgmenf goes, they 
shall have.no cause to complain. I need not" teTl you that 
this letter is. w.ntten.in much haste; the fact will sufficiently 
appear from the face of it. I thought a hasty letter would 
please you better than no letter, and therefore I shall offer 
no further apology, but assure you that, with sincere regard 
for my fellow-labourers with you, Doctor Shippen's family, 
Sic, I am, dear Sir, your most affectionate servant, 

George Washington. 
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P. S. We want an hospital, upon a proper establishment, 
much, and a proper director, with good surgeons, to take 
care and charge of it. I cannot learn that these are to be 
provided here ; it therefore rests with the Congress to con- 
sider of this matter. A Mr. Bass, of Philadelphia, who, 
I am told, was in this way last war, can give you the proper 
establishment of one. I would not wish to see an expen- 
sive one set on foot, and I have no doubt of Doctor Ship- 
pen's recommending such gentlemen for surgeons as he 
can answer for the abilities of. Whether there is no news 
stirring, or whether we live out of the way of receiving it, 
I cannot tell, but so it is, that I have heard nothing of 
what the Parliament or Ministry are about since I left 
Philadelphia. 

I am, as before, your servant, G. W. 



GENERAL THOMAS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Roxbury Camp, July 10, 1775. 

Sir : I have arrested a master of a vessel that came out 
of Boston (Saturday night) in order to take charge of a 
vessel at Stonington, in Connecticut, loaded with molasses, 
to proceed to New-York as he saith. His acquaintance 
in the country inform that he has been a suspected person, 
and I think it my duty to forward him to your Excellency 
for. your examination. 

I am, Sir, with respect, your most obedient humble ser- 
vant, John Thomas. 
To his Excellency Gen. George Washington, Cambridge. 



who shall have it, our people or theirs ; nor do I expect 
it will be many days before the contest begins, which will 
probably bring on a general engagement. If they let us 
alone four or five days more, we shall be well prepared, 
and shan't care how soon they come, the sooner the better. 
On Roxbury side the enemy have dug across the neck and 
let the water through ; and our people in turn have in- 
trenched across the outer end of the neck, and are strongly 
fortified there, and on the hill by the meeting-house, so 
strong, that I believe every man in Boston, and at Bun- 
Jeer's Hill and Breed's Hill, must fair before they could 
force a passage that way into the country. 

General Burgoyne sent a trumpeter yesterday with a 
letter to General Lee, wishing a composition of the unhappy 
differences, &,c, and says the Parliament will certainly give 
up all right or pretence of taxation, if that will do, and 
wishes a conference. This letter is sent to the Congress 
for their opinion, and for them to appoint a person whom 
they can confide in, to attend the conference, and hear what 
passes, if they judge it best to have a conference,. Major 
Gates is arrived, and we are getting into order and regu- 
larity very fast. Last night our people at Roxbury fired 
the remainder of Brown's buildings on Boston Neck, and 
have drove the enemy's guards back to their lines, 



VVaterlown, July 10, 1775. 
In compliance with an order of the honourable the Pro- 
vincial Congress, passed the fifth of July instant, the Free- 
holders and others, who were inhabitants of the Town of 
Boston, and were qualified, according to law, to vote for 
Representatives in May, 1774, and are now dispersed, are 
hereby notified and warned to assemble at the Meeting- 
House in Concord, on Tuesday, the eighteenth of July 
instant, at three o'clock in the afternoon, then and there to 
elect and depute one or more freeholders in said Town, 
according to the numbers limited by a law of this Colony, 
to serve for and represent them in a Great and General 
Court or Assembly, to be convened, held, and kept for the 
service of said Colony, until the day next preceding the 
last Wednesday of May next, if necessary, and no longer, 
at the Meeting-House in Watertown, upon Wednesday, the 
nineteenth instant, nine o'clock in the forenoon, and so 
from day to day during their session or sessions. 

William Cooper, Town Clerk of Boston. 



extract of a letter from the camp at cambridge, 
july 10, 1775. 

The General's express, that ought to have left this four 
days ago, is not yet gone. I therefore sit down to give you 
some description of our situation here, and that of the 
enemy. 

The enemy are situated on Bunker and Breed's Hills, 
both on the peninsula where the late Town of Charlestown 
stood, and within reach, and under the cover of the guns 
from the "Batteries in the Town of Boston, and the ships in 
the harbour, and of a number of floating batteries which 
they have built, that carry two guns hr their bows, two in 
their sterns, and one on each side. Our people are situ- 
ated from C harl es River, about two hundred rods below the 
college, where we have a redoubt, which begins the line ; 
then about sixty rods from that another redoubt, and lines 
con tinued near a hundre d rods ; then at Charlestown road, 
oathe_\vest_sjde_p_Lthe rpad, at the foot of Prospect Hill, 
another redoubt and strong fortification ; then on Prospect 
HiU is Putnam's Post, a veTy strong fortification ; then, 
between that and W inter Hill, a strong citadel and lines 
over Char lestown road to Mistick ; then in Mr. Temple's 
pasture, a strong redoubt that commands to Mistick River ; 
so that we haye^ a complete line of circumvailation from 
Charles^ River to Mistick River, Our main fortress on 
Prospect Hill, and the enemy's main fortress on Bunker's 
Hill, are within cannon shot of each other. A hill between 
these two posts, a little to the eastward of Prospect Hill, 
called Cobble Hill, I expect will soon cost us a squabble 



GENERAL LEE TO MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS. 

Head-Quarters, July 10, 1775. 
General Lee presents his respects to the President and 
Gentlemen of the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, 
and submits to their perusal a letter which he yesterday 
received from General Burgoyne, in answer to one which 
was read and approved of by the Delegates of this Pro- 
vince, and other members of the Continental Congress. He 
begs leave to request their commands with respect to the 
proposed interview. If they approve of it, he shall be 
glad to accept of it; if they disapprove, he shall reject it; 
but if they approve of it, he must request that they will 
depute some one gentleman of their body to accompany 
General Lee, and be witness of the conversation, He de- 
sires their answer immediately, as he has engaged to inform 
General Burgoyne by four o'clock this: afternoon, whether 
the interview is to take place. He shall likewise, be .much 
obliged to the gentlemen if they will return the letter; but 
if they choose to take a copy, he can have no objection. 



MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS TO GENERAL LEE, 

In Provincial Congress, Watertown, July 10, 1775. 

Sir : Congress have perused the letter from General 
Burgoyne, which you was kind enough to submit to their 
inspection. They can have no objection to the proposed 
interview from a want of the Jiighest confidence tn the 
wisdom, discretion, and integrity of General Lee, but would 
beg leave to suggest, that as the confidence of the. people 
in their General is so essentially necessary to the well con- 
ducting the enterprise in which we are engaged, and as a 
people contending for their liberties are naturally disposed 
to jealousy, and not inclined to make the most favourable 
constructions of the motives of conduct which .they are not 
fully acquainted with, whether such an interv iew m ight not 
have na tendency to lessen the influence which, the Con- 
gress would Wish to extend to th_e_u Most of. their power, 
to facilitate and succeed the operations: of war.. 

To prevent, as far as we are able, any disagreeable con- 
sequences which may arise from the jealousy orthe people 
on such an occasion, the Congress, agreeabjejo your re- 
quest, have appointed Mr. Elbridge Gerry to attend you 
at the proposed interview, if you shalLthink proper to pro- 
ceed in it; and as they do not think themselves authorized 
to counteract the General's inclination, they would submit 
it to his. opinion Xvhether the advice of the counciLof war 
might not be taken in a matter of such apparent delicacy. 

To the Honourable General Lee, 



GENERAL LEE S LETTER DECLINING THE INTERVIEW PHO- 
TOSEB BT GENEEBL TOKJOTNEf' "' = ' : 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 11, 1775. 

Gen. Lee's compliments to Gen. Burgoyne. Would be 
extremely happy in the interview he so kindly proposed; 
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but as he perceives that General Burgoyne has already 
made up his mind on this great subject, and as it is impos- 
sible that he (General Lee) should ever alter his opinion, 
lie is apprehensive that the interview might create those 
jealousies and suspicions so natural to a people struggling 
in the dearest of all causes, that of their liberty, property, 
wives, children, and their future generation. He must, 
therefore, defer the happiness of embracing a man whom 
he most sincerely loves, until the subversion of the present 
tyrannical Ministry and system, which he is persuaded must 
be in a"few months, as he knows Great Britain cannot 
stand the contest. He begs General Burgoyne will send 
the. letters which his Aid-de-Camp has for him. If Gar- 
diner is his Aid-de-Camp, he desires his love to him. 



REMARKS ON THE LETTER FROM GENERAL BURGOYNE TO 
GENERAL LEE. 

As General Burgoyne' s letter, dated the eighth of July, 
1775, in answer to one from General Lee, is permitted to 
be published, it becomes of course a subject of general 
speculation. 

General Lee, by taking no further notice of the letter 
than to decline the proposed interview with General Bur- 
goyne, plainly intimates that the sword, and not the quill, 
is now to decide the controversy. But as the bulk of man- 
kind are apt to be dekided by sounds, without examining 
whether they are derived from good sense, or only the ap- 
pearance of it, there is reason to fear many weak minds 
have been artfully misled to believe, from General Lee's 
returning only a card, and not a formal answer, that the 
letter carries to himjxmviction, and is therefore unanswer- 
able. Indeed, was the force of the General's arguments 
as irresistible as the politeness of his style is engaging, we 
should have more reason to tremble at the point of°his° pen, 
than at the point of his sword. But as the patriot and hero 
to whom he addresses himself, will doubtless prevent the 
latter from doing any harm, if he pleases, it shall be the 
object of our present inquiry, whether we are in any danger 
from the former. 

General Burgoyne introduces the vindication of his con- 
duct by saying, that/^ the vital principle of the Constitution, 
in which it moves arid has its being, is the supremacy of 
the King in Parliament'."' Now, if he means that the 
power of the King in Parliament is absolute, or that the 
two Houses of Parliament, with his concurrence, can make 
him_ so, over all or any part of his dominions, (for the sen- 
tence under review involves that conclusion,) as well ac- 
quainted as he is *"' with the doctrines of Mr. Locke, and 
other of the advocates for the rights of mankind," he can 
find nothing in their writings to support such an unlimited 
power in the CrowrL. Or if he meansthat the Parliament, 
^as_the_ _supre rne legislative, " have, and ought to have a 
power to make lawsTbinding upon the King's American 
subjects "in all caseswhatsoever," he will find it equally 
difficuJitojiroduce any authority for such an absolute power, 
till .I E .galTTje. proved that America is within the realm of" 
Englana^oT that the^Americans have consented to the 
lawlb y wh ich it islexpected they should be bound. If, 
therejore^ ^men'ca is i not within the limits of the realm; 
if there are_acts of Parliament grievous and oppressively 
binding upon Americans, to which they have never con- 
sented, or even acquiesced in, and no authority can be pro- 
duced from the labmpjpf those great advocates for the 
rights ot mankind, wHncTi the General, appeals to, for such 
an unconjroUable power over three millions of his unrep- 
resenjed (Ulow-subjecls, itfojlows, upon his own principles, 
tl,a ! ■!.c ;T"st either, sheathe his sword, or own that "he 
draws it in the cause Mslavpi-y." If the General should 
require further evidence" that no such unlimited power is 
vested by the Constitution in the King and Parliament, I 
be s..,L eEl I e . to reco mmen d to his perusal the masterly pro- 
ductions of JSfovanglus, and a writer from the County of 
Hampshire. In them he will find the subject treated at 
large, anjj our right oT~exemption placed beyond the reach 
of cayfL - 

Tlie ^General g° es on to say, " that towards the close of 
the rjign of Charles the First, the true principle of resist- 
anoe^lt2ianged, and a new system of Government pro- 
jected accordingly." The Patriots previous to the long 
Parliament, and during great part of it, as well as the glo- 



rious Revolution of 1638, resisted to vindicate and restore 
the Constitution; the Republicans resisted to subvert it." 
He then says, " now, Sir, lay your hand upon your heart, 
as you have enjoined me to do on mine, and tell me to 
which of these purposes do the proceedings of America 
tend." 

As General Lee is silent, I beg leave to answer: that 
their proceedings do not tend to the subversion of the Con- 
stitution, but the preservation of it. It is for the recovery 
of that " liberty, peace, and safety" which we and our 
forefathers have dearly purchased and uninterruptedly en- 
joyed " till within these ten years past, that we are con- 
tending." Since that period, we have been, and still 
are suffering unparalleled injuries, and more than savage 
cruelty, from the Parent State, under colour of law ! And 
although we have humbly and repeatedly implored our 
Sovereign to extend his protection ; to interpose in our 
behalf, and redress our grievances ; our petitions have been 
treated with contempt, and our burdens increased : it is 
not, therefore, as the General suggests, a struggle " for 
total independency," but the weight of taxes imposed, and 
to be imposed to an unlimited amount, and an impossibility 
of procuring relief " in any other way, "That has induced 
America to take up arms. 

We have ever cheerfully submitted to the control of 
Parliament, in all cases whatsoever, relative to our com- 
merce ; not from a consciousness of the Parliament's right, 
but as a limited power, exercised for the mutual benefit of 
both Countries. ^ = ^_ === ^^^- _ 

In do case whatsoever have we been, or shall we be 
willing to submit to the control of Parliament relative to 
our taxes, or internal police; because, it is an unlimited 
power, which extends to all we have ; and therefore can- 
not be consented to without incurring perpetual bondage. 
What, then, does the Genera] mean by saying, " it is in the 
power of the Colonies to put an end to the exercise of 
taxation immediately and for ever?" If he means, that the 
right of Parliament should remain, but never be exercised, 
it is an instance of chicanery beneath the dignity of his 
exalted station: for a right to exercise a power, which 
implies the exertion of it, and yet is never to be exercised, 
is a solecism in common sense; and, indeed, is no power. 
If Great Britain, therefore, " is ready to open her arms 
to an accommodation," let her cease hostilities, recall her 
forces, and renounce her claim of right to tax us ; since " it 
can never be her interest, (as the General boldly asserts,) 
after her late experience, to make another trial ;" and 
especially, since these are preliminaries, which, whilst un- 
granted, renders any other overture Inadmissible. "_" 

The history of mankind will support me when I affirm, 
there never was a state which employed a Standing Army 
as an executive power to maintain its laws, which did not 
sooner or later become the sole legislative power of that 
state, and ultimately the destruction of civil liberty. 

The General, therefore, may be as sanguine as he pleases 
about " the principles which actuate the Fleet and Army 
throughout." No principles but such as are founded in 
despotism, can justify their inhuman treatment of their in- 
nocent American fellow-subjects; no, not the mandate of 
theirSovereign, much less of a profligate Ministry. 

I have Lord Chatham's authority to affirm, that "the 
value of thp landed estates in England has doubled within 
these fifty years in consequence of their exclusive com- 
merce with America ; that the profits arising from it car^ 
ried the Nation triumphantly through the last war:" it is 
therefore false to say, as the General does, that " the la.nd- 
ed men have long borne burdens for America:" we, and 
not. they, have borne the. burden; and the lime is now 
come when, I trust in God, we shall be exon er ated. 

But .the General says, "Great Britain is resolute to 

maintain her rights ; and if the war proceeds, one hundred 

and fifty thou_sand men will notice a match for her power." 

It ill becomes a brave and generous soldier to be the 

echo of such _.a shameful .Ministerial puff! 

In the name of wonder! w hat was th e power of Great 
Britain before her connection with Amerlcal What "will it 
be when fraud, oppression, and every species of injustice 
shall force Americans to an everlasting separation? 

Is there the least probability arising from the progress of 
her. arms hitherto, of their becoming victorious? It is true, 
General Gage, by an infamous breach of faith, has marie 
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some unhappy people in Boston his prisoners, and their 
property his spoil ; the Troops under his command have 
committed many robberies, burnt many houses, and mur- 
dered some of the inhabitants ; but it is equally true, they 
have paid excessively dear for all they have got, and every 
inch of ground they possess. 

What say you, my countrymen ! Does Colonel Les- 
lie's disappointment, the retreat from Lexington, the de- 
struction of the King's Troops there and at Charlestown, 
and the other trials of our skill at arms excite any fearful 
apprehensions that we shall finally be vanquished ? Are 
not all of them proofs of valour and intrepidity sufficient 
to convince our enemies that we are invincible? 

May we not, therefore, with approbation, conclude, that 
whilst we admit General Burgoyne to be an elegant writer, 
we cannot help considering him as a very bad reasoner? 
God grant that his sword may prove as harmless as his 
pen. An Old Man. 

From my Cottage near Boston, August, 1775. 



TO GENERAL BURGOYNE, 

Although the intercourse between yourself and General 
Lee is closed, you will permit an American, who is a stran- 
ger to you both, and has never seen either of the Armies 
in which you command, to address you, Sir, on the inter- 
esting subject of your late correspondence. 

From the time of the conquest to the Revolution, the 
history of England affords innumerable instancies of the 
People struggling for their rights, and the Sovereigns tena- 
cious of assumed prerogatives; but the power of taxing them- 
selves was the privilege of which our common ancestors 
were particularly jealous. 

The present controversy between Great Britain and the 
Colonies originated from the question, whether the British 
Commons have a right to give and grant our moneys with- 
out our consent. For the question, you have urged as a 
principle of the Constitution, the supremacy of the King 
in Parliament. Against it, the Colonies, have adduced ano- 
ther principle, which, in the words of Sir Edward Coke, is 
this: : ' It is against the franchises~of the land, for freemen 
to be taxed but by their own consent." Modern Parlia- 
ments, with a kingly fondness for prerogative, have winked 
tbe.latter principle out of sight, though their predecessors, 
the Conynons of England, resolutely contended for it in 
the beginning of the reign of Charles the First, L when, as 
you allow, they resisted to vindicate aTinTi-esIore the Con- 
stitution..; _In opposition to the unjust claim of the Crown 
to impose taxes, the House of Commons.* in ithe i third /ear 
of that Prince, voted, "that every^ freeman; has, by ancient 
and indubitable right, the absolute and entire property of 
his own estate •" and both Houses/by the Petition of Right 
presented to His Majesty in the same year, " pray that no 
man hereafter be compelled to make it yield any gift, loan, 
benevolence, tax, or such Tike cjrarge, without common 
consent by act of Parliament." 

These immortal Whigs, as you call them, thought the 
consent of those who were to pay the money indispensa- 
bly necessary to a legal tax ; and upon this principle, the 
speeches of their leaders, and the petition itself, prove they 
grounded their demand. 

In the first year of the long Parliament (at which time 
you extol their patriotism and resistance) the Commons, 
Mr. Hume informs us, revived the pretensions with regard 
to tonnage and poundage; and adds, " the levying these 
duties, as formerly, without consent of Parliament,' and 
even increasing them at pleasure, was such an incongruity 
in a free Constitution, when the people, by their fundamen- 
tal privileges, cannot be taxed but by their own consent, 
as could no longer be endured by these jealous patrons of 
liberty." If their resistance was justifiable and virtuous, 
is not ours so? Are th e claims of the British Parliament 
less dangerous to the Americans than those of Charles I. 
were to the people of England! He was underTio temp- 
tation to lay heavier burdens on one part of his subjects 
than another : you have self-interest held up as a motive 
to oppressTi?, 

But_wej re denied the right of resistance if other means 
of redress can TsejablainecT. We have often presented pe- 
titions, which (because they called in question the right of 



Parliament to tax us) were styled undutiful, and were reject- 
ed, or if received were treated with neglect. _.._If you can 
tell of any other peaceable means of redress, in the name 
of humanity let us know it. Certainly you cannot wish us to 
apply to Parliament, and say, We indeed have no voice in 
your appointment, and no influence in your counsels, never- 
theless you have a right to dispose of us and all we have 
at pleasure, but we implore your mercy to continue to us 
the enjoyments of life. This, Sir, is not the language of 
freemen, and the Americans, therefore, have never learnt 
to speak it. Could we be base enough to act so slavish a 
part, your resentment might cease, but must be succeed- 
ed by contempt. 

The landed men in England, who have long borne bur- 
dens for America, you say, are against us. The last war 
indeed began on this Continent; but are we on that account 
to bear any more than our proportion of its expense? As 
well might the logwood cutters in the Bay of Campeachy 
be charged with the burdens of the war before it, because 
a dispute between those logwood cutters and the Spanish 
guarda costas gave birth to that war. 

Before the last rupture with the French, the conduct of 
that people, both in the East-Indies and America, evinced 
their design to disturb the trade of Britain. Their line of 
forts from Canada to the Mississippi was calculated to mo- 
nopolize the fur trade. Yonr interest was struck at. The 
views of both Crowns were the extension and security of 
their Fishery and Commerce. Great Britain prevailed, 
and then recognized, in the most honourable terms, the zeal 
and efforts of the Colonies, however mean-spirited she may 
think them now. She had not then in contemplation the 
design to protect our property from the French, that she 
might afterwards seize it herself, without our consent. Such 
a design would have been inconsistent with the spirit of 
magnanimity which inspired her councils, and repugnant to 
every principle of honour and justice. 

You say we deny the right of British legislation to im- 
pose taxes, and consequently struggle fortotal independency. 
This argument is unkind and fallacious ; unkind, as every 
Assembly and Congress on the Continent ha^ disavowed the 
intention ; and fallacious, because the proposition is parti- 
cular, and the consequence general. May not one person 
or community be dependant on another without being total- 
ly dependant ? If in Great Britain the Constitution is free 
and limited, and the Colonies are entitled to equal freedom, 
is it not impossible that their dependance ought to be abso- 
lute and without limitation. Ireland has long f elt he r depen- 
dance without owning the power in question, and [the Ame- 
ricans have been affectionate and loyal in such _a._situa.tion, 
more than one hundred and thirty years. When you first 
made and theyx>pposed your claim of right_tp_taxation, 
they thought no more of independence than"tbe Parlia- 
ment in 1628 thought of beheading King CKa'rTes; they 
would now esteem it a most unfortiin ate event ; and nothing 
b ut__t settled habit of cruelty in the mother can make tliL 
child forget its filial duty. 

King Charles at first denied to the people their ancient 
rights ; the high sense lie entertained of his uw dignity 
would not readily permit him to correct misBies. The 
passions of the people were inflamed. They afTerwards 
denied to him his just prerogatives, and even aboli shed the 
regal power. In civil contests there is a kee nness of ani- 
mosity unfelt in foreign wars. The voice of reason is less 
regarded, and the fenderest feelings of the soTilxhange to 
envenomed hate. 

That some attempt to bring about an i acconrjTrodatijyn .of 
the present dispute, may be attended with suc3^5S3q"i7a1 to 
the benevolence of the design, is the most ardentjvishof 

A CoUNTBTMAN. 

DECLARATION OF A*DAM McCULLO^HjJ**™;!* "' 
Arundel, July TD, 1775 

Whereas I, the subscriber, have, by some inadvertences, 
been so unhappy as to fall under the disple asur e of the 
good people of this place ; and many things have_been laid 
to my charge of an inimical nature to the just fights and 
liberties of the good people of this Cou ntry, soiwof which 
I am not guilty of. I do now publickly deetarerthat so 
far as I have been guilty, either in words or actions, of 
offending the same, in matters of a civil natureTrnoreespe- 
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cially in regard to the unhappy contest now prevailing be- 
tween Great Britain and these Colonies, that I am heartily 
sorry, and do now humbly ask the forgiveness of all the 
friends of America for the same ; and do promise that I 
will not offend in like manner again, but will do all that 
lays in power for the defence of the rights and privileges 
of this Country; and shall ever esteem it my greatest hap- 
piness of a temporal nature to enjoy the favour and friend- 
ship of the people with whom 1 now dwell ; and will for 
the future pay due obedience to the lawful authority and 
advices of this Province, and determine to stand or fall with 
the fate of the same; heartily wishing that every resolution 
and determination for the good of the publick may have 
its desired effect. Adam McCulloch. 



TO THE PEOPLE. 

London, July 11, 1/75. 

Awake, my countrymen ! appeal to your own understand- 
ings, and value, as you ought, your excellent form of Gov- 
ernment. What man amongst us, when his private rights 
are invaded, does not immediately seek redress for the in- 
jury he has sustained ? What wretch is there, then, so 
shamefully degenerated, as to be an unconcerned spectator 
of his Country's ruin ? As Government was instituted for 
our good, we are to know whether our governours have our 
interest at heart. Actions must speak for themselves ; we 
are not to be deluded by empty professions. It is our duty 
to prolong the life of liberty, and not to let the shackles of 
slavery be imposed upon this; or any future generation. 
While our Country remains, all good men, I am sure, will 
unite in this purpose, to deem nothing too hard to be en- 
dured or done for its Interest, provided it be consistent with 
the laws of that more ancient and sacred association of man- 
kind, of which God is the parent and governour. Let us 
look back to the beginning of the present reign, and see in 
what manner our most sacred rights and liberties have been 
infringed, and daringly violated. We patiently, to our great 
shame, endure innumerable oppressions, when our noble 
ancestors, at the expense of their lives, would have had 
ample redress for a single grievance. 

The first stride of despotism and arbitrary power, was 
in arresting English subjects, and even a member of the 
British Legislature, by virtue of a general warrant, issued 
by a Secretary of State, contrary to the laws of the land. 

We have seen their houses rifled and plundered, their 
papers seized, and used as evidence upon trial. 

Their bodies committed to close imprisonment. 

The Habeas Corpus eluded. 

Trial by Jury discountenanced, and the first law officer 
of the (Jiown pubUckTylnsinuating that Juries are not to 
be trusted^ 

Piinters punished by the Ministry in the Supreme Court, 
without a trial by their equals — without any trial at all. 

The__ remedy of the law for false imprisonment barred 
and defeated. 

The plaintiff and Sis attorney, for their appeal to the 
law^pf thejand, punished by expenses and imprisonment, 
and made, by forced engagement, to desist from their legal 
claim. _^____" . . " 

A Writing determined to be a libel by a Court, where it 
was"" riot. "cognizable in the first instance, contrary to law, 
because all appeal" Is Thereby cut off; and inferiour Courts 
and Juries influenredlby such predetermination. 

A person condemned in the said Court, as the author 
of the supposed libel, unheard, without defence or trial. 

Unjust tieatment oFPetitions, in selecting parts to crimi- 
nate the petitioner, andTefusing to hear those which might 
procure him redress. 

Perpetual imprisonment of an Englishman without trial, 
conviction, or sentence, by the same mode of attachment, 
wherein the same peTSOD is at once party, accuser, judge, 
and jury. 

Instead of the ancient legal civil police, the military in- 
troduces _at every opportunity, unnecessarily and unlawfully 
patrolling the streets, to the alarm and terrour of the Inhabi- 
tants. " 

The Jives of many of our fellow subjects destroyed by 
military execution.. _ 

Such mijitaiy execution solemnly adjudged to be legal. 

Murder abetted, encouraged, and rewarded. 



A large Standing Army kept in times of profound peace, 
contrary to an express article of the Bill of Rights. 

The Civil Magistracy rendered contemptible, by the ap- 
pointment of improper persons. 

Civil Magistrates tampered with by Administration, and 
neglecting and refusing to do their duty. 

Mobs and rioters hired and raised by the Ministry, to 
justify and recommend their illegal proceedings. 

The freedom of Election violated by corrupt and undue 
influence, by unpunished violence and murder. 

The verdicts of Juries and opinion of Judges overruled, 
and determinations of law set aside by new, unprecedent- 
ed, and dangerous means, thereby leaving the guilty with- 
out restraint, and the innocent without redress, and the lives 
of fellow-subjects at the mercy of every ruffian protected 
by Administration. 

Obsolete and vexatious claims of the Crown set on foot, 
for partial and election purposes. 

Partial attacks on the liberty of the Press; pernicious 
libels against the Constilution allowed to pass unnoticed, 
when the slightest libel against a Minister is punished with 
the utmost rigour. 

Wicked attempts to increase and establish an enormous 
Standing Army, by endeavouring to vest in the Crown an 
unlimited power over the Militia. 

Resolutions of one branch of the Legislature set up as 
the law of the land. 

Publick Money shamefully squandered and unaccount- 
ed for; all inquiry into the Civil List prevented. 

Inquiry into a Paymaster's publick accounts stopped, 
though the sums unaccounted for am__ou.nl to_ above forty 
millions sterling. 

Publick loans perverted to private Ministerial purposes. 

Prostitution of publick honours and rewards to men 
who can neither plead publick virtue nor services. 

Irreligion and immorality encouraged by Administration, 
both by example and precept. 

Right of taxation assumed without any representation, 
in direct violation of the law of the Ian cT. 

Our felJovy subjects in America plundered and butchered 
by an Army, their complaints unheard, and their oppression 
hourly increasing. 

Lastly, our right of Petition denied, contrary to an ex- 
press article of Magna Charta. 

These, with many other infringements of our rights, de- 
mand our earliest exertions in th e true cause of liber ty and 
ourjCountry. Our children are dear to us, so are our wives, 
our parents, our kinsmerr,~~ouT friends and acquaintance. 
But our Country contains within ii aTTihose_objects of en- 
dearment ; and therefore it is the duty of every good man 
to beTgaily toTay down his life for it, if he can thus do it ser- 
vice. Rouse up, for shame ! and revenge your wrongs. 
A voice. from our fellow subjects on the Continent, anima- 
ted with" a true love of liberty, calls aloud to action. Great 
Sidney's shade complains that we are slow, and Allen's 
ghost stalks unrevenged amongst us. Brutus. 



JOHN GHENTO LL TQ~ NE W-TOT TCTTTNgllEF S ■ 

Huntington, Long-Island, July 11, 1775. 

Sir: Agreeable to instructions received from the respect- 
able the Provincial Congress for enlisting men, I now report 
my proceedings therein to you. Have served the subalterns 
with their instructions, and received their answer, that It is in- 
convenient for them to accept, T>y reason of business, which 
alone prevents their serving the Country at this time. In 
consequence thereof, I now encloselheirw arrant s, and hum- 
bly crave the liberty to recommend to The notice of the 
Committee of Safety two other gentlemen, who will serve, 
and be acceptable to the people that lexpect to enlist. 

The refusal of those gentlemen has prevented my pro- 
gress in that matter, as other officer s jnj neir stead may 
perhaps be appointed under whornjhey would not so rea- 
dily serve, and therefore postpone the business until it is 
known. The gentlemen 1 have in view are, Mr. Samuel 
Smith, of Smithtown, first Lieutenant, and Mr. Alexander 
K0chum, of this place, second Lie utenant. Tfarv esting. 
which is at thelheight, has grea tly impeded the enlisting. 
Some have offered, but Tthought prudent not to enroll them 
until that business. _was._o.ve_r, whenj^ prospect appears of 
filling up the company at once, which will be a saving 
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of expenses for the intermediate time. Some who stand 
ready to enlist have arms, ammunition, and blankets. Shall 
be obliged by orders how to act in that case, and what 
encouragement 1 should give them for such, necessaries. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient, humble ser- 
vant, John Grennell, 

To Peter V. Brugh Livingston, Esq, to the care of Col. 
Alexander McDougall, New-York. 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Camp naar New-York, July 11, 1775. 

Sir : Peter Herring, the man who last night assisted in 
conveying on board the Asia, man-of-war, one of the pri- 
soners sent here by the Continental Congress, is now under 
guard at our camp. 1 would beg the immediate advice of 
the Committee of Safety concerning what is best to be done 
with him. His brother is willing, and desirous that he 
should be sent away some where, that he may be out of 
the way of the enraged people. Some have proposed that 
he be sent on board the Asia ; others think it best to have 
him sent to Connecticut, with Governour Skene, who will 
go off as soon as this matter can be determined. I hope, 
therefore, to be assisted with your advice as speedily as pos- 
sible ; and am, Sir, your humble servant, 

David Wooster. 
To Peter V. B. Livingston. 



NEW- YORK COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee, Tuesday, July 11th, 
1775. Present : 



Gerret Kettletas, 
Lancaster Burling, 
Peter T. Curtenius, 
Jacob Van Voorhies, 
William Walton, 
John Morton, 
Gabrjol H , Ludlow, 
Abraham P. Lott, 
William W. Ludlow, 
Nicholas Hoffman, 
John Woodward, 
Alex. McDougall. 



Henry Remsen, William Denning, 

, Daniyl Phcnix, Abrm. BrinkerhofF, 

Thomas Randall, Daniel Dunscomb, 
John Raa de, _ _ _ John Bcrrian, 

WiHIanT Bedlow, Eleazer Miller, 

Evert Banker, Lswis Pintavd, 

Edward Fleming, Victor Bicker, 

Cornelius Clopper, John Lasher, 

Robert Ray, Oliver Templeton, 

Cornelius P. Low, Nicholas Bogart, 

James D.isbrosses, Hercules Mulligan, 

JoiinJinJay, Francis Bassett, 

A Lett er, dated Elizabethtown, July 7, 1775, (mm. Jona- 
than Hampton, received and read. 

A Letter, dated Fairfield, July 19, 1775, from Thad- 
deusBurr, receiv ed and read. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bull, Mr. Templeton, Mr. Bedlow, 
Mr. Miller, Mr. IVoodward, and Mr, Fleming, be a Sub- 
committe e, to attend the sales of two bales and two trunks 
of Goods, the property of Benjamin Booth, imported in 
the Ship Lady Gage, Captain Mesnard, from London, in 
December last; also, to attend the sales of Boxes and Goods, 
the property of Gray and Blakie. 

Mr, Burling desires bis dissent to be entered to the al- 
lowing the above Goods to be sold. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read July 17, 1775.] 

Albany, July 11, 1775. 

Sir; I have the honour to advise you that I arrived 
here on Sunday at noon; since which time I have been 
clos.ely employed in the duties of my office. 

It is with pleasure I remark, that intelligence from vari- 
ous quarters indicate a friendly disposition in the Indians 
towards us. No efforts are, however, wanting v>n the part 
of our eirerrrie? to change these sentiments in the savages 
to resentment and hostility, an evil highly incumbent on 
us to guard against, and of which the Committee of this 
place have so just a sense that they pay it the closest at- 
tention, whilst they look up to that respectable body which 
represents the Continent of America for the line of their 
future conduct in this delicate and important matter. 

Thejinhappy controversywhich has subsisted between 
the officers at Ticonderoga, relative to the corrxrnand, has, 
lanrTnibrmed, thrown every things into vast confusion. 
Troops have been dismissed, others refuse to serve, if this 
or that majLC ommand s. The sloop is without either cap- 
tain i of pn^lDotlTofwhich arc dismissed or come away: 
I shall Tiurry urTthere mucFfsobner than the necessary pre- 
parations here would otherwise permit, that I may attempt 



to introduce some kind of order and discipline amongst 
them. 

I am this moment favoured with a letter from Col. Hin- 
man, and sundry returns, copies of which enclose. You will 
perceive by the return No. 1, that on the 7th instant they 
had only one barrel of flour at Ticonderoga, twenty at 
Crown Point, and twenty at Fort George. By No. 2 
and 3, it appears that about four hundred and seventy- 
seven barrels of flour have been sent up, amounting to 
about ninety-five thousand four hundred rations, and that 
about twenty thousand remain ; so that seventy-five thou- 
sand are expended. From the same returns it appears, 
that about sixty-five thousand rations of pork have been 
also expended, exclusive of thirty-five fat oxen ; hence a 
very considerable waste or embezzlement has taken place. 
Permit me here, Sir, to urge the necessity of the appoint- 
ments I recommended in my letter of the 28th June, as in- 
dispensably necessary to carry on the service with proprie- 
ty, economy, and certainty, to which I must add another, 
that of a Muster-Master and Deputies ; without which such 
a scene of confusion and controversy must unavoidably take 
place in the payment of the Troops, as will be beyond the 
power of the most able accountant to rectify. These offices 
are so necessary, that I should not have hesitated one mo- 
ment to have made the appointments, had I not received 
your orders to the contrary. 

Give me leave, Sir, to request a copy of such Articles of 
War as the Congress may have adopted. The scandalous 
want of subordination, and the low treatment which I am 
informed some officers give, and others receive, merit exem- 
plary punishments, as they are ruinous to the Army, destruc- 
tive to the service, and disgraceful to those in command. 

Governour Trumbull has honored . me with a letter, in 
which he advises me, that no more than forty half barrels 
of powder can be sent me from the Colony of Connecticut. 
That from Pennsylvania is not yet arrived, and you will 
perceive that there is very little with the Troops. Should 
Governour Carleton know our true situation, with respect 
to this article, it would be very easy for hini to use it to 
our disadvantage. Governour Trumbull will send me fifteen 
thousand Pounds in money, which is so much wanted here 
that the spirited Committee of this place have been under 
the necessity of emitting one thousand Pounds in small 
bills, as a circulating medium, to pay troops and others em- 
ployed in the service; which, although it passesas current- 
ly as bank bills in the best of times,! shall order it to be 
called in as soon as I am enabled to do it, Test it should 
open 1 door to fraud and confusion,;; ... 1 : '"\ '.'. 

As the transportation of salted meat is aLtaaded with 
the very heavy expense of a sixty-five mile land carriage 
to Fort George, before I left New-York I ordered one 
hundred head of fat cattle to be purchased in Connecticut, 
and to be drove up to Ticonderoga, where there 1s_a suffi- 
ciency of pasture for them. - - 

Enclose you, Sir, an extract of a paper received from 
Governour Trumbull, relative to the temper of the Caugh- 
nawaga Indians, marked No. 4. 

The paper No. 5, will show youjiow veryrweak we 
are with respect to vessels for transporting troops across 
the lake, or even with those necessary to keep the com- 
mand, of the lake, in case Mr. Carleton shgujj] provide 
himself with a naval force. I hope, however, soon after my 
arrival at Ticonderoga to be in a better conditlonjbr main- 
taining the advantage we have acquired. 

I hope to he at Ticonderoga on Friday or Saturday, 
from whence I shall do myself the bo/rrouT to transmit you a 
full account of the state of the troops, ^nd of ejvery other 
matter which may be necessary for your jpforrnatiarr. 

I am, Sir, respectfully, your most oTjedieftV and most 
humble servant, Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., he, &c. 



COLONEL BENEDICT ARNOLD TO CONTINENTAL TlOTGRESS. 
[Read July 17, 1775.] 

.. Albany, July 11, 1775, 

Gentlemen: General Schuyler has desired me to ac- 
quaint yOu of the state and situation of the Army in the 
Northern Department. Six days since; when J left Crown 
Point, there were at that post near three hundj-gd men, 
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without employ, having received no orders to fortify ; at 
Ticonderoga about six hundred, in the same state; at Fort 
George, upwards of three hundred men ; some few employ- 
ed in building batteaus, and on scouting parties. Very little 
provision at any of the places ; none made for the sick, 
which are daily increasing ; only five hundred weight of 
gunpowder at all the places, and no Engineer or Gunner at 
either. Great want of discipline and regularity among the 
troops. On the other hand, the enemy at St. John's in- 
defatigable in fortifying, and collecting timber (supposed) 
for building a vessel. The disposition of the Canadians 
and Indians, from the latest accounts, very favourable. A 
promise has, however, been extorted from the latter to 
defend Gpvemour Carleton if attacked, in Montreal; this of 
course. 

By giving up the command, I have been prevented re- 
ceiving regular intelligence as heretofore ; the latest near 
twenty days since. 

1 have received no answer to my letter of the 13th June, 
by Captain Oswald. Can only add, I am, with the greatest 
respect, gentlemen, your most obedient and very humble 
servant, Benedict Arnold. 

To the Honourable Continental Congress. 

P. S. I had forgot to inform you my Regiment is dis- 
banded. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Albany, July 11, 1775. 

Sir: The person that commanded the sloop on Lake 
Champlain has left her. It is more than probable that I 
shall not be able to procure at Ticonderoga such a person 
as I should wish to command her. I entreat you, there- 
fore, to send me with all possible despatch, a person fit to 
confer such an important command upon. You will please to 
transmit fire i an account of the agreement you may enter 
into with him. 

You will please to observe that I have ordered one hun- 
dred fat cattle from Connecticut, and five hundred barrels 
of flour to be purchased here, as part of the estimate I gave 
in to you at New- York. 

The powder from Pennsylvania is not yet arrived : please 
to forward it by the first opportunity. I am, Sir, your most 
humble, obedient servant, Philip Schuyler. 

To Peter T 7 ". B. Livingston, Esquire, President of the 

New-York_ Provincial Congress. 



P. S. JPlease to forvvard the packet that will be delivered 
you' to Mr. Mancock, by a safe hand. 



ELISHA PHELPS, TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
;™"T:l"? - Albany, July 11, 1775. 

Honoured Gentlemen : Before your favour of the 29th 
June lasLcajpe to hand, 1 was possessed of the little stores 
Mr. Bleecker hajd on hand, which was pork principally ; 
and as it dicfpot in any wise answer, agreeable to the act of 
our Assembly I thought it my duty to apply immediately to 
the Commjttee here.,, They informed they had no orders 
to purchase, though some of the gentlemen gave it as their 
private opinion that! should provide agreeable to act of As- 
sembly ; whose advice I have followed as far as lay in my 
power, af T was injormed the Army suffered to that degree 
as threatened jnutiny, if flour, &tc, could not be forwarded. 
It was with cfifTiculty I procured ten barrels at that time, and 
ten more QiSchtneclqcly. I have forwarded with all possible 
despatch all the provisions I could obtain. 

Since mj return lo the General, of the 10th instant, I 
have senrforwardljxty-two barrels flour, and Mr. French 
about thirty barrels more. The General has, to my great 
satisfaction, ordered the Committee to purchase flour for 
me. 

I am desired by Colonel Hinman to send up rum and 
hospital stores, agreeable to act of our Assembly ; but these 
articles are not to be had here, and the Army thinks me in 
the fault, jmdl cannot conceive that I am authorized by my 
commissfgrrcT purchase stores, though I have presumed it 
on myself on this, ^emergency, as I am expressly ordered 
lo receiveimdl forward, Jac., from the Provincial Conven- 
tion ,of iVeiv^TorU to the Fourth Regiment, &c. 

I have Tilewise, a few days ago, received a commission, 



as Commissary for the Boston forces on this station, to 
receive and forward &c, &ic. I hope you, gentlemen, in 
your wisdom, will point out ways and means that those 
necessaries may be purchased and forwarded agreeable to 
what those soldiers may reasonably expect from the acts of 
the New-England Provinces ; and you may rely on my 
doing my utmost in the execution of my office and trust ; 
while I am, gentlemen, with the greatest esteem, your most 
obedient, and very humble servant, Elisha Phelps. 

To the Hon. Provincial Convention at New-York. 



N. B. I have thought proper to transmit a copy of the 
above to his Honour the Governor of Connecticut. 



COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE OF BRADFORD TO MASSA- 
CHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
In Committee of Correspondence, Bradford, July 4, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Agreeable to your address to us directed, 
respecting Captain Gages's Company deserting the cause 
of their Country, which has given us and the Town great 
uneasiness, and before we received your letter, as well 
as since, we have exerted ourselves to the utmost of our 
power to make them that you call deserters return to 
their duty; and can assure your Honours, that almost all 
those persons have re-enlisted themselves, or provided per- 
sons that have enlisted in their room; for, upon our receipt 
of your letter, we called the Town together, and proposed 
to them, according to the nnta bene in your letter, that 
they would undoubtedly be entitled to and receive pay for 
their whole services; they were encouraged, and we expect 
they will march to join the Army, if the weather permits, 
to-morrow, the fifth instant. Many are the reasons the 
men give for their coming home ; but the greatest is, that 
the field-officers of the Regiment kept them in ignorance 
with respect to the validity of the old enlistments ; and 
being informed they were not valid, they left on a sudden, 
without consideration of what effect it might have on the 
grand cause we are engaged in. But, gentlemen, they~are 
almost all returning to their duly, except a few who were 
disaffected with the service, and. were, the chief instruments 
of their coming away, preferring their own interest^ to that 
of the publick, (which we will endeavour they shall be 
made a publick example of,) and as the others are return- 
ing lo their duty, and we doubt not will do it cheerfully, 
we hope you will receive them into favour, as if this had 
never happened. 

We are, gentlemen, with great respect, your very hum- 
ble servants, Thomas Kimball, Chairman: 



Tq the Committee of Safety in Cambridge. 



EDMUND BRIDGE TO MASSACHUSETTS CO NG RESS. 

Watertown, July 11, 1775. 

Honoured Gentlemen : Plunged into the deepest 
distress, and in danger of perishing by famine from the 
want of provisions, we cannot support the clamours of our 
wives and children for bread. To you, gentlemen, next 
to Heaven, we address our prayers for support. The in- 
habitants of Pownalborough, in the midst of calarnity, 
have been applied to by General Gage; he offers to supply 
us with provisions, if we will send his troops a supply of 
fuel. We cannot comply with his demands; we would 
not contribute to the support of the enemies oFour Coun- 
try. Pray direct us what course to pursue; give us bread, 
and we will cheerfully sacrifice our lives, our all, in the 
common cause. And your petitioners, as in duty bound, 
shall ever pray. Edmund Bridge. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of the Massa- 
chusetts-Bay. 



PHILADELPHIA MILITARY ASSOCIATIOS. 

At a meeting of the Officers of the Military Association 
for the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, held at Car- 
penter's Hall, July 12, 1775: 

Resolved, That this body invite the Committees of the 
City and liberties and County of Philadelphia, and the 
Officers of the several. Battalions in the said County, to 
meet together, vvith thisbody, at the College-Hall in this 
City, on next Saturday week, at nine o'clock in the morn- 
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Jng, to take under consideration the late Resolves of the 
honourable House of Assembly of this Province, relative 
to the appointment of Minute-men. And that the Secre- 
tary be directed to publish this Resolve in the English and 
German newspapers. Published by order : 

Richard Peters, Secretary. 

Philadelphia, July 13, 1775. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

'-■--" -/ • — - Albany, July 12, 1775. 

Dear Sir : The troops to the northward are so few and 
under so little discipline, that I begin to be apprehensive 
of consequences should Governour Carleton make an at- 
tempt. I must, therefore, entreat you to send up all such 
as may lie raised in this Colony, without delay, with such 
camp equipages as may be ready; the remainder must fol- 
low, If the intrenching and other tools, which I desired 
might be sent up, have not yet left New-York, pray let 
J*ig* them be forwarded by the very first opportunity, as we 
stand in great need of them. I am, Sir, your most hum- 
ble servant, Ph. Schuyler. 

To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the New- 
York Provincial Congress. 



vigorous efforts of the Colonies to preserve them from un- 
limited servitude ; and their utmost exertions in the com- 
mon cause may be depended upon. 

I also assure your Excellency, that I shall give you 
every assistance in my power, and that I am, with very 
gre at regard, Sir, your Excellency's most obedient humble 
servant, Nicholas Cooke, 

To his Excellency General Washington. 



ETHAN ALLEN TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 
- ■ . Bennington, July 12, 1775. 

May it please your Honour : The notice your Horj- 
Tour hath taken of the letters I have already sent to you 
embold ens me t o tr ouble your Honour with this ; more 
especially on account of the intelligence which Mr. Ben- 
net, the post, hath this day communicated to me : he will 
communicate the same to your Honour. This, intelligence 
corresponds with the prediction? of which J have formerly 
wrote you. I was apprised of the necessary consequences 
that, are about to take place, except we support our friends 
in Canada. I lay my honour on it, that the Indians in 
general, (I might almost have .said the same of the Cana- 
dians,) are disposed to be either neuter or assistants to the 
United Colonies; my former letters. halve given the rea- 
sons, and also the reasons why they will be necessitated to 
join against us, except we advance an army into Canada: 
shall, therefore, not enlarge here. 

Were it not thjtf_ the_Grand Continental Congress had 
lately incorporated the Green Mountain Boys into a batta- 
lion, under certain regulations and comrnaird, I would forth- 
with advance them into Canada, and invest Montreal, exclu- 
sive of any help from the Colonies; though, under present 
circumstances, I would not, for my right arm, act without or 
contrary to order. If my fond zeal for reducing the King's 
fortresses, and destroying or imprisoning his troops in Ca- 
nada, be the result of enthusiasm, I hope and expect the 
wisdomof the Continent will treat it as such; and, on the 
other hand, if it proceed from: sound policy, that the plan 
will he. adopted. 

. Provided. the_ enterprise be attempted, (inasmuch as in 
our Northern Department we are scarce of the article of 
powder, and as the Regulars are' well intrenched at St. 
John's, with a good artillery,) it will be requisite to land 
and march out of shot of their intrenchnients to Montreal, 
which may easily be done. Commanding the country de- 
feats jhe grand purpose of the enemy's fortifications. 'Tis 
a pity such a handful of Regulars should.command Canada, 
in spite of the United Colonies, and against the. will of the 
Canadians. and Indians. -■■■'"- ■"'-.-■■'-"-.- 

Ijm, Sir, with the greatest respect, your Honour's most 
devoted, most obedient, and most humble sejvant, 

Ethan Allen. 
To Governour Trumbull.. 



By the Honourable Nicholas Cooke, Esquire, Deputy- 
Governour and Lieutenant-General oj and over the 
English Colony of Rhode-Island and Providence 
Plantations in New-England, in America : 



a proclamation. 



GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

- , Providence, July 12, 1775. 

Sir: I beg leave to congratulate your Excellency upon 
your being appointed General of the United Colonies, which 
hath given sincere pleasure to every friend to America, and 
will, 1 hope, prove glorious to yourself, and be attended 
with essential advantages to yonjrCountry. 

The General Assembly of this Colony have, the deep- 
est, sense of the .necessity of a strict union, and the most 

Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. ] 



Whereas, the General Assembly of the Colony afore- 
said, at their session held at Providence, on Wednesday, 
the 28th of June last, taking into consideration the present 
alarming situation of the Colonies, and the necessity of 
putting this Colony into a posture of defence, passed an 
Act requesting me to issue a Proclamation, commanding 
every man in the Colony, able to bear arms, to equip him- 
self with Arms and Ammunition, according to law: I have, 
therefore, thought fit to issue this Proclamation, hereby 
commanding every man m the Colony, able to bear arms, 
immediately to equip himself with Arms and Ammunition, 
according to law, upon the penalties of the law in such 
cases provided. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the Colony, at 
Providence, the twelfth day of July, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, and 
fifteenth of the reign of. His Majesty _ George "the Third, 
by the grace of God, King or Great Britain, Sac. 

, ::. -- . Nicholas Cooke. 

By his Honour's command : 

Henry Ward, Secretary. 
God save the King. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER " FROST CAMBRIDGE, DATED JULY 

12, 1775. - 

The day before yesterday we went to Chelsea, famous 
for the battle of Noddle Island near tolit. WJyhove were 
on Powderhorn Hill, back of Chelsea, we saw a skirmish 
between a party of our people, (one hundred and ten in 
number,) who went in whale boats to an Jsjand about 
twelve miles from Boston; and burnLa large Tjuantity of 
hay, which was put up into bundles by the Regulars, and 
intended to be sent to Boston for their horses. A great 
number of Marines, in schooners, men-of-war boats, and 
two ships-of-war, kept up a constant fire on our men, while 
they remained on the island ; but this did not prevent them 
from destroying the hay. The schooners and boats endea- 
voured to cut off their retreat, which brought pn a very 
warm engagement, in which we had one killed and one 
wounded. The loss of the Regulars, is not known, but 
supposed to be considerable, as they~were drove off several 
times, and finally obliged to retire; which would n ot {rave 
been the case, if they had not lost some men. 

Yesterday we spent in Roxbury; while there we were 
amused with a heavy fire of cannon and m ortars from the 
lines of the Regulars on the neck, and from one of their 
floating batteries, against two hundred of our men, who 
were throwing up a breastwork in front of the George 
Tavern, on the same neck, and within a few rods of the 
Regulars' advanced guard ; our people kept on iheir work, 
and never returned a shot. .Three bombs bunst near our 
men, without injuring one of them ; most,qf the cannon- 
shot were taken up and brought .to\"the General, jtt is 
diverting to see our people contending for the balls as.they 
roll along. . .-- . - -■"= . rfria™~ a^ . , 

One circumstance, much to their reputation^ I must men- 
tion : During a. severe cannonade at Roxbury last week, a 
bomb, thirteen inches in diameter, "fell within outline, and 
burnt furiously; four of our artillery-men ran up", and one 
kicked out the fuse and saved the bomb, and probably some 
lives— a strjafee of heroism; worthy^of record., ... XJeard the 
man's narW 'yesterday, but now forget it. " ^i W' RegulIrs 
hava so hjirdened ourjpeople" with their ^repeited firing, 
.that. a cannonading is just as much;rnirided "'there is a rjonv- 
04 
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moh thunder shower. All things look well ; we are now 
strongly posted, so are the Regulars. I believe neither 
side are willing to attack each other in their lines. 

We hayejust got overland from Cape Cod a large fleet 
of whale-toats ; in a day or two we shall man them in Cam- 
bridge and Mistick Rivers, and try to keep our enemy's 
boats from insulting us. The Regulars do not seem willing 
to come out, but our people are perpetually provoking 
them. 

A gentleman who got out of Boston Monday, July 10, 
says, that the inhabitants were numbered, and amounted 
to 6,573 ; the soldiers numbered, women and children, to 
13,600. Three hundred Tories are chosen to patrole the 
streets, forty-nine of a night. Very sickly; from ten to 
thirty die in a day, and no bells allowed to toll. Master 
Lovell taken up and put in jail, which is in consequence 
of some. letters foundjn Dr, Warren's pocket; and Master 
Leech also. Released out of jail four, Mr. Hunt saying, 
that he wished the Americans might kill them all, was 
confined in jail. Eleven dead of the wounded prisoners 
at Charlestown ; Colonel Parker dead, he having declared, 
at his last hour, if he got well he would do the same. 

The officers say, damn the rebels, that they would not 
flinch. A great number of floating batteries are building, 
and five transports and three sloops are sailed for hay and 
wood to the eastward.. 

This gentleman_also_says, that the officers and soldiers 
triumph very much at the death of Doctor Warren, saying 
it is betTer to them than five hundred men. 



ings and determinations of any Committee of Safety in any 
Town whatsoever. 

Signed by order of the Selectmen : 

William McMaster, Town Clerk. 

Francestown, July 12, 1775. 



GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL LEE. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 19, 1775. . 

Sir: I am commanded by the General-in-Chief to ac- 
quaint you, that he is exceedingly desirous to draw the 
body of the troops posted at Roxbury as near and as com- 
pletely together, for the defence of the several works, as 
the nature of the ground and the conveniency of covering 
them will admit; and to that end, the General wishes you 
would inform him what tents, sails, or boards, may be want- 
ed to cover the men, and they shall be forthwith supplied 
from hence. I have it also in command from the General 
to reco mmend it to you to have the houses removed out of 
the street at Roxbury, as they may cover and facilitate the 
approach of the enemy. The General further directs me 
to desire that you will' exert your utmost vigilance to 
get your several works finished and completed, your lines 
closed, and particularly theabattis, and the platforms imme- 
diately laid. As we are much in want of boats for Mistich 
and Camb ridg e Rivers, you will, as soon as possible, send 
twcTfor each of these rivers to the Head-Quarters. at Cam- 
bridge. 

liWith great regard, Sir,! am, your most humble ser- 
vant , "~.-~ '---_-—*-""■ Horatio Gates. 
■ v- To Geaejal.Z«ee, . ... . ' '_. 

coXwiTf j&_;or supplJeJ to new-Hampshire congress. 

i--- -*■;■'■ — ^J^f^CKarnBer of Supplies, Watertown, July 13, 1775. 

'"GENTig ppN :.. General Washington has sent a memoran- 
dum for fourJlundred rounds of thirty-two pound shot, and 
yfeTJave Tsjdsred the same from the furnace which we em- 
■ ploy. But Test we shouTd "be disappointed in point of time, 
We think jt nece ssary to"ipply for the same to be sent from 
Portsmow^ji to be procured. 
'!*We are, truly, gentlemen, your very humble servants, 

r-..*'. ;"' i , ' . t' L'v ^ A VI P Cheever, per order. 

; ■;.__, .l^FR^OTJfTrtWN (NEW-HAMPSHIRE) COMMITTEE. 

^Whereas, it has been falsely reported that the Committee 
of Safety for "Francestown were not fairly and legally chosen , 
and ; by reasoir of .said report the publick were ..dissatis- 
fied with the proceedings of said Committee : "whereupon, 
we, the Sel ectm eji of said Francestown, judged it our duty 
t&caTI in some disinterested persons to determine the mat- 
ter,' and thereupon; sent to the Committees of Safety for 
two' neighbouring Towns, who, when conye.rred, unanimous- 
ly voted aod^agreed Lhat said Committee Were fairly and 
legally cbosenTand had good right to act in all cases fortne 
safety o f smSTP rancestown, and that their j prbc^jdingi and 
determinaTJonFare and ought to be as valid as tire prdceed- 



HILLSBOROUGH ( NEW-HAMPSHIRE ) COMMITTEE. 

. Amherst, July 13, 1775. 

Whereas, the Delegates for the County of Hillsborough, 
in the Province of New-Hamjishire, in Congress, appoint- 
ed a Committee from several Towns to hear, examine, and 
try John Quigly, Esq., a person lately confined in the Jail 
at Amherst, on suspicion of being an enemy to the liberties 
of America, and lately liberated from said Jail, but still 
behaves as an open and avowed enemy to the liberties of 
America: Said Quigly being notified of time and place of 
trial did not appear. Ordered, That his contempt be re- 
corded. And upon a full and fair examination of sundry 
evidences, we find him guilty of the several crimes laid to 
his charge, and we look upon him as a dangerous person to 
be. suffered to go at large: and we do hereby cautionall 
persons from all connections with him. 

David Badger, per order of Committee. 

In Committee of Safety, Exeter, July Iff, 1775. " 

Sir: The bearer hereof, John Quigly, Esq., has met 
with difficulty, and thinks it unsafe for him to tarry at the 
place of his usual abode, by reason of a disaffection in some 
persons against him. We would recommend it to you, to 
take him into your company in the common service. 

Captain Timothy Bedel, Esq. 

JOHN QtriGLY's DECLARATIONS 

Whereas, there has been wickedly and maliciously raised 
and propagated against me, the subscriber, certain scanda- 
lous falsehoods, with an intent, as must bejsupposed, to cause 
the publick to view me in the odious light of an enemy 
to my Country; whereupon I declare that I never said of 
did any thing with an intent to des troy the liberties of Ame- 
rica, or to hurt the publick good, and am now ready to risk 
my life and fortune in the defence of m y Country's just 
rights, when properly called, as it always has been and still 
is my sincere wish to live in peace and harmony with my 
Country , and serious determination to promote to the utmost 
of my power the publick weal and tranquillity of the same^ 
whose glory I view as closely connected with my own in- 
terest; and I hope my future conduct will fully prove the 
sincerity of my present declaration. John Quigly. 
Francestown, July 26, 1775. 

In Committee of_Safety, Francestown, July 26, 1775. 

Resolved, That the foregoing declarat ion of John Quigly, 
Esq., now laid before the Committee, is fully satisfactory to 
us, and we hope will remove any ill impressions that may 
have been made on trig, minds of the. good people of this 
Continent, in consequence of his.being committed to jail, 
or confined there; as we put up an advertisement, desiring 
all persons that had any thing to oSer against sd^ Quigly 
to bring it in to us, and no proper evidence appearing to 
oppose the said Quigly, and it appearing to us that many 
false reports has been made and spread against said Quigly, 
and this being the second trial, we, upon examination, not 
finding just cause to deem Him an e nem y to this Country: 
therefore, it is our opirTion_thaLthe said Q uigly ought to be 
received ancl treated as a. frienoT to Tiis Coun try. 

Signed Dy orderof the Committeej 

';; Willi \m McMaster, Clerk. 



BALTjMORE (MARYLAND ) COMMITTEE. 

At a special meetings of the Committee of Baltimore 
Town, held on Thursday the 13th July, 1775, at 4 o'clock, 
P. M. Present; Mr. William Smit h, Chairman, and tw en- 
ty-eight Members, _.._ ._.."_.! __'__. 

A Letter from James Christie, Jun., Merchant of this 
Town, directed to Lieutenant-Colonel Gabriel Christie, of 
His Majesty's Sixtieth. Regiment, at Antigua, having been 
intercepted, was laid before the Com mittee , and ordered to 
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be read, which was accordingly done, and the following 
paragraphs are part of the contents : 

'■ "Baltimore, February 22, 1775. 

" We are in such terrible confusion here with our politicks, 
there is no depending on any thing ; and that, added to other 
things, makes me wish myself out of the Province. We 
are little behind the New-Englanders — mustering, purchas- 
ing arms, ammunition, &c. We have some violent fanati- 
cal spirits among us, who do every thing in their power 
to run things to the utmost extremity, and they are gone 
so. far, that we moderate people are under the necessity of 
uniting for our own defence, after being threatened with 
expulsion, loss of life, &c, for not acceding to what we 
deem treason and rebellion. The Provost and family are 
very well ; our publick affairs vex him, and be wishes him- 
self away, but I know not when or if ever that will hap- 
pen. A part of yours, or any other Regiment, I believe, 
would keep us very quiet." 

The Committee then summoned Mr. Christie to attend 
them, but being confined to his bed he was unable to do it; 
they then sent Messrs. James Calhoun, William Buchan- 
n'an, Thomas Harrison, Thomas Jones, William Goodivin, 
and Isaac Vanbibber, to wait on him at his house, and to 
inquire whether the said Letter was wrote by him. 

The gentlemen returned, and report, that Mr, Christie had 
been shown the Letter, and acknowledged that it was wrote 
by him ; but requested that any further proceedings thereon 
might be postponed until his health would permit his per- 
sonal attendance. The Committee not thinking it proper 
to comply with his request, as Mr. Christie had confessed 
he wrote the Letter, immediately gave him notice thereof; 
upon which Mr. Robert Christie attended on his behalf; but 
it growing late, and many of the members being withdrawn, 
the Committee directed a guard of nine men, under the 
command of an officer, to be placed round Mr. Christie's 
house, and then adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nine 

o'clock. 

— Friday, July 14, 1775. 

The Committeemet according to adjournment. Present: 
Mr. William Smith, Chairman, and thirty-three Members. 

They resumed the business of yesterday. Mr. Robert 
Christie attended, and declared, that Mr. James Christie 
was very sorry for the Letter he had wrote Lieut. Colonel 
Christie; that he did not mean any harm by it, and that 
he-was very willing to acquiesce in the determination of the 
Committee, 

On motion, Resolved, That Doctor John Boyd, and Mr. 
JolmMcLure, mem hers of this Committee, do wait on Mr. 
James Christie, and inquire of him who those moderate 
people were, that united for their defence, as mentioned in 
his Letter, and that they take his answer in writing. 

The gentlemen returned, and report: that Mr. Christie 
declaredjbere never was any association between him and 
his friends for the purpose alluded to, or for any other pur- 
pose; and all that he remembers to have passed on the occa- 
sion was, that some time last winter he was informed, that 
he, with some of his friends, were to be made a publick 
example of, for not uniting with the Town in the present 
opposition, and this being spoken of accidentally among 
two or three of his friends, it was proposed, whether an 
association for mutual defence would be advisable; but no 
determinajion being then made, and they soon" after being 
convinced that, no threats worth notice had been thrown 
out against them, the matter dropped, and was never af- 
terwards thought of, or attempted ; and that it was at this . 
time of doubt and apprehension, that he had wrote the 
letter hiquestion, which accounts for that part of it alluded 
to in this inquiry. 

The Co mm ittee proceeded to take Mr. Christiels "con- 
duct With respect to said Letter into further and deliberate 
consideration, and were unanimously of opinion, that by 
representing in said Letter the people of this Town to be 
concerned in treasonable and rebellious practices, and that 
a number of soldiers would keep tbem quiet, he has mani- 
fested a spirit and principle altogether inimical to the rights, 
privileges, and liberties of America: they do, therefore, think 
it their duty to advertise the said James Christie, Jun., as 
an enemy 'to this Country, and all persons are desired to 
break off all connection and intercourse with him. 

The Committee do further resolve, that as the crime of 
which the said James Christie is guilty, is of so dangerous 



and atrocious a nature, they will lay the same before their 
Delegates at the Continental Congress for their advice; 
and in the mean time it is ordered, that as Mr. Christie is 
confined to his bed, and cannot be removed with safety to 
a place of security, the same guard be continued at his 
house to prevent any escape attempted either by himself 
or the assistance of his friends, and that Mr. Christie pay 
each man five shillings for each twenty-four hours, and the 
officers seven shillings and six pence. 

A report having been circulated that a number of Arms 
and a quantity of Ammunition were /secretly lodged in the 
house of Mr. James Christie, and the same being men- 
tioned in the Committee, they directed two of their mem- 
bers (Captain Clapper and Mr. James Cox) to go imme- 
diately and search Mr. Christie's house; which theyaccord- 
ingly did, and reported that they had examined the house 
attentively in every part, attended by Mr. Robert Christie, 
Jun., and that they only found two Guns and a pair of Pis- 
tols, and no. Ammunition, and were convinced no others 
were in the house. 

Extract from the Minutes of the 14th July: 

William Lux, Secretary. 

Resolved, That these proceedings be published in the 
Maryland. Papers. 

Copy from the Minutes of the proceedings: 

William Lux, Secretary. 

The following is a copy of Mr. ^Christie's Letter:. 

Baltimore, February 22, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I duly received your favours of th_e 13th 
and 22d November, and should probably have wrote you 
before now, had f not met with the greatest misfortune in 
the power of fate to inflict on me, in the loss of the^wife. of 
my soul, on the 15th December last, that has almost put 
it out of my power to mind any thing for some time past, 
and all my fortitude is scarce sufficient to bear me up ; 
however, I must submit. She had been brought to bed of a 
girl about twenty days ; the dear little infant died a few days 
after its mother. ^ 

I some time since remitted twenty-two pounds and eight 
shillings sterling, to be paid your mother for the boy's pas- 
sage, (being twenty pounds and interest on it_at six per cent, 
since I received thejnoney,) and which, on the whole, leaves 
them about seven pounds currency in my debt, which I 
shall soon receive for rent. Charles's expense for clothing, 
schooling, &,c, when ashore runs high. But I think he.may 
now pay for it himself. Gabriel hath been w it h jae thjee 
or four months, and so fai\hath behaved to my satisfaction ; 
and I would flatter myself he may easily fee broke ortheidle, 
indolent habit he had been acquiring ; he applies well to any 
thing 1 put him to, and after a while I hope may do, _ 

As your brother's correspondence a ndjnjne h as b een sus- 
pended since a letter I wrote him about the boys, soon-after 
the receipt of yours, I wrote my sister about John Grime's 
mandamus, and to get me the preference of it. I have 
thought nothing more about it, and am yet quite undeter- 
mined. At present I think of going to Britain, so soon 
as my affairs, will admit of it, and' leave" my little boy~at 
Stirling; and if things turn out _to__my liking, perhaps I 
may remain, and set myself down either in London or 
Glasgow, When I may get away is wholly uncertatrrerL 
would hope some time next fall. We a re in such terrible 
"confusion with our politicks, there. is r no depending on any 
thing ; and that, added to other things, makes me wish myself, 
out of the Province. We are little behind .jhgJ ^W -Eng- 
tatfm— mustering, purchasing arms, ammunitionj&c. We 
have some violent fanatical spirits among us, wlio do every 
thing in their power to run things to the utmost extremity, 
and theyare gone so far, that we moderat e people are under 
a necessity uf uniting for our defence, after being threat- 
ened with expulsion, loss of life, Stc, for not acceding to 
what we deem treason and rebellion., v; , - 

The Provost, and family are. very well \j I be lieve he has 
nothing lately from James. He has made inquiry aboutjie- 
gotiating bills on him in Bengal, and finds it maybe done 
at a disadvantage of twenty percent., and thirty percent, 
more, if the bills are protested von the whole, fiffy'percent. 
in case of protest, Whether ne^will atte mpt it or not, I 
know not, jOur publick affai rs vex Tu rn, an J he wishes 
himself away, but. I know, not when, or if ever .thai .will 
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happen. A part of your or any other Regiment 1 believe 
would ieep us very quiet. Do you expect to remain long 
in the, West-Indies 1 I shall hope to hear from you soon, 
and anr, Tery truly, dear Sir, yours, 

James Christie, Jun. 
Lieut. Col. Gab. Christie, of the 60th Reg't, Antigua. 



A CALM ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE OF NEW-YORK. 

New-York, July 13, 1775. 

Human nature never affords a more disagreeable specta- 
cle, than during those political ferments and convulsions 
which are incident to civil society, sometimes from the am- 
bitious and encroaching spirit of those in authority, some- 
times from the factious and turbulent disposition of subjects, 
and sometimes from a complication of both. These occa- 
sions set all the various and secret springs of the human 
rrrind in motion ; and by throwing men offtheir guard, dis- 
close their real temper and characters, divested of that dis- 
guise of which they are susceptible in the calms of life. 
The native deformity of the heart is exposed to full view, 
heightened by all the incitements of ambition, interest, fac- 
tion, and reseutment. While contending parties scruple 
not to practise any arts, however unjrjstinable, to attain 
their respective ends, we behold one continual scene of 
treachery, falsehood, dissimulation, calumny, injustice, vio- 
lence, and every other vice that is disgraceful and perni- 
cious. The zeal of each, Inflamed by opposition, blazes 
into extravagance, begets the most unreasonable animosi- 
ties, and Leads, at last into the mostfatal extremes. All 
regard to candour and decency is laid aside ; every oppor- 
tunity is seized with the utmost avidity, to misrepresent 
the designs of opponents, and every step they take, how- 
ever well-meant and innoxious, is decried as totally in- 
sidious and destructive. It seems to be far less the aim of 
either, to _arriye at truth and promote the interests of society, 
than to contradict, vilify, and supplant each other, so that 
we generally find, when publick disputes draw towards a 
crisis, the opposite factions are at a much greater distance 
than at their commencement. One side has made new 
advances jn__a_._fayourite track, and has embraced opinions 
which it did not think of at first ; and the other has receded 
from that post which it once held in common with its ad- 
versaries, arrrd has abandoned those tenets which were, in 
the beglmrnrg, judged essential by itself. 

Pride, antTa latent belief of the infallibility of our own 
judgments, are both extremely natural. These render us 
obstinately attached to our own opinions, and impatient of 
the least_contradiclion or control; and by these, we are 
brought to suspect every man of ignorance, hypocrisy, or 
dishonesty, who is so unfortunate, or so presumptuous, as to 
differ frora^usjj^sentimjint. We cannot admit the suppo- 
sitjon of ourselves bein g in an errour ; nor can we entertain 
any Ingenuous charitable indulgence for the frailties of others. 
We do_not^eonslder the delicate texture of the human un- 
derstantling, and how liable it is to be warped by prejudice 
and, passion 7 but, intoxicated as we are with fond notions 
of our o wrr^ agacity and penetration, and* perhaps, at the 
same time, conscious of the integrity and goodness of our 
own intentions, we cannot forbear wondering how any can 
be so blinTand stupi3 as not to discfern the reality, of those 
truths,' w hich to u s appear, incontestable, ; or so base and 
devoid of eve ry large, noble, and liberal, sentiment, as, from 
furtlier motives, to shut their eyes to con yicf ion, and to' act 
in.' _oppo*sltion_ to s e]f-e vi i dence and demonstration , Hence 
proceedr = gjigList, aversion, antipathy -; and from these, de- 
famation, insult, persecution ; which, instead, of remedying 
the evil, only tencTto radicate and make it incurable. 

The same" pride and self-conceit that operate in this 
manner, are also frequently productive of other effects, if 
possible, still more culpable and prejudicial. Incidents, 
new and unlooked-for, oft-iimps, fall out" in "the course of 
controversies, which place them upon a foundation -..different 
from tha t on which th ey began ; and, by ascertaining some 
standard in which the re is, or has been, a common agree- 
ment, seeTn^aTuTally to require a xessation, of hostilities 
between the parties, and a cordial coalition and re'concilia- 
tion. But as this seldom Jiappens without giving some 
advantage, real or apparent, to one party over the other, 
we too: often, find the fever of opposition still unabated, to 
the great iJetrimeiit and perhaps irretrievable injury of the 



community. On the one hand, we perceive a reluctance to 
submit to the humiliating task of acknowledging an errour, 
and an aversion to concurring in the measures of those 
against whom the most violent enmities have been con- 
tracted ; and, on the other hand, a preposterous spirit of 
triumph and exultation, which breaks out upon every oc- 
casion, accompanied with inevitable jealousies and suspi- 
cions of the friendly pretensions of those who were formerly 
antagonists. 

This summary delineation of the usual operations and 
progress of party spirit, is intended to inspire sentiments of 
moderation in the different parties, which have divided this 
Province during the present contest with Great Britain ; 
and, by warning against excesses, to cherish and increase 
that disposition towards a united exertion, in defence of 
our common rights, which begins to prevail among all orders 
of men. Nothing can be more desirable in itself, or more 
necessary towards our mutual security, than universal har- 
mony and good-will, which can only be effected by abolish- 
ing all odious party distinctions, by indulging no recollections 
of past feuds and animosities, by making The most candid 
allowances for each other's failings, and by entertaining the 
most favourable opinions of each other's designs. Could 
we once be persuaded mutually to discard the lofty ideas 
we have of our own self sufficiency, it would be easy to 
bring both sides to a compromise and accommodation ; by 
showing that neither has been entirely in the right ; that 
both have erred in some particular; that the whole quantum 
of praise or blame is not due to either; and that the dis- 
pute with Britain, though fundamentally the same, has 
been attended with some new and, important circumstances, 
which remove all the considerations, "and obviate all the 
objections that have heretofore supported the opposition of 
one side to the proceedings of the other. 

It is an ungrateful, and, for the most part, an unsuccessful, 
attempt, to convince men of their errqurs and misconduct; 
neither is the present temper of the times, overheated by 
passion, and blinded by prejudice, at all suited to such an 
undertaking. - The remedies that may be drawn from the 
fountain of copl and dispassionate reasoning, by being ill- 
timed, instead of effectuating a cure, may only serve to 
irritate and augment the disease, and, on that account, it is 
most prudent to defer the discussion to some future period ; 
when the causes which now inflame ._tlie passions having 
ceased, they will, of course, grow more calm and serene, 
and truth will find an easier access to Lhe,tjibunaJ_ofj'eason 
and judgment. I shall close these reflections with a few 
observations, in order to show that a change of conduct is 
incumbent upon those who haveformerly dissented from 
the general measures of the ContinjmL _„ ^\ ^„. „ 

The only sources of opposition ayowecLby them have 
been these : They conceived that the subject of dispute 
did not properly relate to the right of taxation, of which 
they always professed an, absolute disavowal , but to the 
right of regulating trade, which we all acknowledge to re- 
side in Parliament. The duty upon tea (said they) is an 
external regulation of commerce, not an internal tax. The 
tea of itself is an article of luxury, confessed on all bands 
to be extremely pernicious to health ; if we disapprove of 
the imposition laid upon it, we ought Jo evade it, by ceas- 
ing to use the obnoxious herb, and not for so inconsiderable 
an object combine in a violent and furious resistance to that 
country, from whence we der'rveour origin ; by whose 
maternal hand l._we ; have .bgen gently led on from helpless 
.infancy tent state of maturity and robust manhood ; under 
whose fostering protection we have enjoyed such a rich 
variety of blessings, and from whose vindictive frowns we 
have reason to apprehend the most desolating mischiefs. If 
we are aggrieved, it is our duty and interest to make a fair 
experiment in the regular legal mode of obtaining redress, 
before we proceed to those extraordinary expedients which 
are without, the bounds of the law, and which^ought not to 
be employed but in cases of necessity. We have reason 
to hope that our reasonable complaints will meet with due 
attenfion,rand the causes of thembe removed ; some con- 
stitiifipna) arrangement take placerand our privileges be 
established upon a* solid unprecarioos basis : such as by 
fixingproper and known boundaries to th e cla ims of eithgr 
will. serve to prevent all future jltercations7and secure us 
from those inconveniences vvhicji jj^y^itjendant upon 
disputed claims. "_."_." __ ~J17 " ~._._ 7".." 
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These views were moderate and plausible. It is a pity 
they were not better founded than the event has clearly 
manifested. 

Without a gross departure from their own principles, 
these advocates for moderation and regularity must now 
heartily unite with the rest of their countrymen, in the 
most strenuous opposition to Parliament. The controversy 
has put on a different aspect, and is now come to an issue 
that must either induce them to relinquish their former 
scruples, or to renounce all pretensions to consistency, fidel- 
ity, or patriotism. Lord North has openly declared in the 
House of Commons, that the dispute is no longer about a 
mere phantom, or point of honour, but about a solid sub- 
stantial benefit to the state- — ari American revenue. His 
conciliatory proposition is cunfbrmable to this declaration. 
We are required to contribute our proportion towards the 
support of Government, in a manner that destroys all free- 
dom of contribution. The Parliaments ultimately to de- 
termine concerning the sufficiency of our offers, which is 
obviously the same as if it were at first to fix the sums it 
might expect us to pay ; and withal, this requisition is en- 
forced by every compulsory method that could be devised ; 
oppressive restrictions on our trade ; a menacing Navy in 
our ports; and a formidable Army carrying on a bloody 
war in our country. ^Here is taxation in its most unequivo- 
cal sense, and clothed in its most hateful tyrannical form. 

The decent constitutional Remonstrance of our Assembly 
has been, rejected, without the least ceremony or regard 
even to appearances; as being highly derogatory lo the 
rights of Parliament,. because it contained a denial of the 
right of taxation. This incident must carry a mournful 
conviction to the breast of every honest man, that Adminis- 
tration is resolute to persist in all its exorbitant claims, and 
to prosecute them to the most deplorable extremity. Had 
it entertained the least inclination to come to a composition 
of the differences subsisting between us, an honourable 
ground was here presented ; for though we should suppose 
the Remonstran ce to have exhibited claims rather too ex- 
tensive, it at least opened an unexceptionable door for 
negotiation, and by that means. an amicable termination of 
the unhappy contest might have ensued. These considera- 
tions loudly call upon every American, of whatsoever 
party, cheerfully to consign over all past animosities to ob- 
livionyimd to join, with heart and hand, in the defence of 
his coiLniry and freedom. 



Albany Committee Chamber, July 13, 1775. 

The Committee of this City and County having here- 
tofore appointed Messrs. Abraham Yates, Junior, Robert 
Yates, Abraham Ten Broeck, Jacob Cuyler, Henri/ Glen, 
Francis Nicoll, Peter Silvester, Dirck Swart, Walter 
Livingston, Volkert P. Douw, and Robert Van Rensse- 
laer, the Deputies of this City and County, to attend the 
Provincial Congress, with general powers to represent this 
City and County; but by reason of the inconvenience at- 
tending the attendance of all the Deputies in the said Pro- 
vincial Congress, 

It is therefore Resolved, That for the future the said 

Deputies attend the said Congress, or any four or more of 

their number, for the purposes aforesaid, with the same 

power and authority as if all the said Deputies were present. 

Abraham Yates, Jr., Chairman. 

John Bay, Secretary pro tern. 



ELISHA PHELPS TO NEW-YOBK CONGRESS. 

Albany, July 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen : If you have any provisions or hospital 
stores, beg you will take this safe and convenient opportu- 
nity to forward them by Mr. Benjamin French's sloop, as 
these articles are much wanted. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient and humble ser- 
vant, ^ Elisha Phelps. 
To the.Provincial Convention at New-York. 



EGBERT BENSON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Dutchess County, July 13, 1775. 

Sir: Having been informed that the Congress was ad- 
journed, "and not knowing -whether any of the gentlemen 
from tli is County would be in New-York during the r.e- 
cess, I have taken the liberty of transmitting to you the 
enc!ose_d__warrants, .7.7. 

Mr. Adriance and Mr. JFilcox have both declined, and 
our County Committee have, agreeable to the directions 
of the Congress, recommended, in the stead of the former, 
Mr. James Betts, and .of .the latter, Mr. Isaac Paddock. 

If the Congress should think proper to appoint these 
gentlemen, you will please to direct new warrants, to be 
issued, and sent up immediately. 

We hj,ye_spjne_ reason jo. suppose other persons Jiave 
already appHed for the commission of Mr, Adriance ; 
should lhatTie t he case, the Committee do not.expect their 
recommendation wilHnterfere.wiih a prior ^application. 

I remain (by order of the Committee) with the utmost 
rfispect, your very liomble servant, 

Egbert Bensw, Chairman, 
Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq. „ - - - : 



COMMITTEE OF SAFETY FOR CONNECTICUT. 

At a meeting of the Governour and Council, &ic, Thurs- 
day, 13th July, 1775. Present: 

His Honour the Governour; Jabez Huntington, Esq., 
Samuel Huntington, William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, 
Jedediah Elderkin, Joshua West, and Benjamin Hun- 
tington, Esquires. 

The Governodr laid before the Council, ike"., sundry 
Letters and papers. Also a Letter he had prepared to Gen- 
eral Washington, congratulating him on his appointment, 
Ike; and another to the same gentleman, hinting at General 
Spencers uneasiness, &ic, at being overlooked, &c, and 
that it was beside our expectations, &.c, and proposing, &c, 
that said General Spencer may remain stationed at Rox- 
bury with the body of Connecticut Troops now there, &c; 
which are approved, though a small alteration was made in 
the Letter to gratify Gen. Spencer after he came in, ike. 

Samuel Huntington and William Williams were desired 
to wait on General Spencer, at Gray's, the tavern where 
he was jnst arrived, and confer with him on the subject- 
matter of his dissatisfaction, &c, and endeavour to remove, 
Stc, and reconcile him cheerfully to pursue the service; 
which they did accordingly. And having adjourned, &c. 

P. M,. Met again at the Governour's, where General 
Spencer attended, and had a long conference with him 
on the subject-matter of his being superseded by the Gen- 
eral Congress, in putting General Putruim above ijdm, &c., 
which he thinks very hard of and resents, &c., and is at 
length persuaded to return to the Army, and not at present 
quit the service as he proposed.' And General Spencer 
set but on his return to camp with the Letters to General 
Washington. 

Jndian Cognahue, who brought despatches from the In- 
dim country to the Governour, and desirous to return with 
answer, the Governour had senifor Captain Jer. Mason, 
who came, to inquire of him the character of said Cogna- 
hue,hc. _.-...:= : : ^ :— ---. 

On Mr. Potter, from Norwich in Cohoss, with a written 
request from his Town earnestly moving for Powder, on 
cojisi deration, this Committee think they cannot furnish him 
with any. ----- - 

On motion, ordered the two Companies of General 
Wqoster's Regiment, who were stationed at New- London, 
(though one is yet at New-Haven,) to march directly to 
camp near Boston; and the Governour gave orders accord- 
ing^-- ■■'-—:-."-:-::■' 

Doctor Turner, principal Surgeon to_th_e JEighth Regi- 
ment now raising, moves to be resolved, whether the Me- 
dicine Chests, as ordered, by the General Assembly, to 
amount to the value of thirty Pounds, i. e. whether the 
Instruments are to be included in that sum; and it is the 
opinion of the Committee that said sum is exclusive of the 
necessary Instruments. 

Adjourned to Monday, the twenty-fourth July instant, 
at ..nine o'clock, A. M., then to consider relating to the 
armed Vessels, &c, ordered by the General Assembly, he. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, July 13, 1775. 
Sir: Suffer me to join in congratulating you on jour 
appointment to be General and Comm.mdpi-in-Chief of the 



Htm 



ill lulu niii 



Haas 



1659 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, JULY, 1775. 



1660 



Troops raised, or to be raised, for the defence of American 
liberty. 

Men who have tasted of freedom, and who have felt their 
personal rights, are not easily taught to bear with encroach- 
ments on either, or "brought to submit to oppression. Virtue 
ought always to be made the object of government ; justice 
is firm and permanent. 

His Majesty's Ministers have artfully induced the Par-, 
liamentjp join in their measures, to prosecute the dangerous 
and increasing differences between Great Britain and these 
Colonies with rigour and military force, whereby the latter 
are driven to_ an j absolute, necessity to defend their rights 
and properties by raising forces for their security. 

Thebgnouj-abje. Congress have proclaimed a Fast to be 
observed by the inhabitants of all the English Colonies on 
this Continent, to stand before the Lord in one day with 
publick humiliation, fasting, and prayer, to deplore our 
many sins, "to "offer up our joint supplications to God for 
forgiveness, and for his merciful interposition for us in this 
day of unnatural darkness and distress. 

They have with one united voice appointed you to the 
high station you possess. The_ Supreme Director of all 
events hath caused a wonderful union of hearts and counsels 
to subsist amongst us. Now, therefore, be strong and very 
courageous. May the God of the Armies of Israel shower 
down the blessing of his divine providence on you ; give 
you. wisdom and fortitude ; cover your head in the day of 
battle and. danger ; add success; convince our enemies of 
their mistaken measures ; and that all their attempts to de- 
prive these Colonies of their inestimable constitutional rights 
and liberties are injurious and vain. 

- I am, with great esteem and regard, Sir, your most obe- 
dient bumble servant, Jonathan Trumbull, 
His Excellency George Washington, Esquire. 



Ncwburgh, Ulster County, New-York, July 14, 1775. 

YVhereas we, the subscribers, have refused to sign the 
Association. withi£j[hejime limited by the Provincial Con- 
gresstlirtd vytiereas our troubles with the Mother Counfry 
continue to jnqrepe, and we; are. now convinced that we 
have no. other, 'alternative left but to repel force by force, or 
subinit .to .b_e_sjaves : j|ensible that this is our deplorable 
situation, an_3_in order to continue to link our chain of friend- 
ship still more firm, and to convince our friends and the 
friends of American , liberty in general, we"" do hereby 
solemnly and sincerely swear on the holy evangelists, that 
w.ejvjjj, from henceforth, L heartily agree and consent to what- 
soever 'par ffojtinental. and Provincial Congresses have, or 
rnay_do, di rect, ordain, and appoint, for the preservation 
^ ? nr SP^U^iMSalJifegtUS.? I and that we wTU, as much 
as in ji.s lies, discourage the spirit of opposition that has 
t.0Q unhappily prevailed in some parts of this Country. 
That we will, from time to time, bear and pay our quota of 
all expenses witfi the rest of our brethren in America, that 
^. as . 8 lkg.4iy orliereafter may accrue, in. defending ourliber- 
„ ties ^ ajoresajd.. .. And _w,e. do hereby further swear, that we 
ma fe J&.HslsSJiS"-. M$ osih.of our own free will and 
voluntary _consent| and in testimony whereof, we have 
I^reunte^jet^r^hMda^this 14th day of July, Anno Do- 
mini, 1775. 



Ja^ES TjEONARP, 
CjEOHGE FTaRDING, 



Samuel Fowler, 
Jonas Totten, 



. ^^JiN^r RUEsp iLL, Daniel Denton, 
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Stephen Wood, 

■ ! TttggAS TyiEJ^,NJ>, 

Daniel . JHajns , 

■ ' pAMjggjU, |JE WI NE, 

'■' Isaac Bart on. 

■ : 'Gf~ 



James Denton, 
Gilbert Purdy/, 
George Merrit, 
John. Fle wwelling , 
John Wiggins, 
Abel Flewwelling, 
Anthony Bectel Brunt. 



abriel Traverse, ><j his mark. 



G PfS^k^M^M0pM. T ° continental congress, 

.Sj ^r^a Sj MESMfe lte^ Camp Cambridge, July 14, 1775. 

• Sir : SinceT JId myself the honour of addressing you 
on the tem hjnsjant, nothi ng material has happened in the 
camp/" Trom some authentick and later advices of the 
state ort Tie"MTnrslerial Troops, and the great inconvenience 
of calli ng in the M ilitia in the midst of harvest, I have been 
induced, for the present, to waive it ; but in the mean time 



recruiting-parties have been sent throughout this Province, 
to fill up the Regiments to the establishment of the Pro- 
vincial Congress. At the same ti me that I received these 
advices, I also obtained a list of the_ officers_ofjhe_ enemy 
killed and wounded in the late battle at Charlestown, which 
I take this opportunity to enclose. The great scarcity of 
fresh provisions in their Army, has led me to take every 
precaution to prevent a supply; for this "purpose I have 
ordered all the cattle and sheep to be drove from the low 
grounds and farms within their reach. A detachment from 
General Thomas's camp on Wednesday night went over to 
Long-Island, and brought from then ce twen ty cattle and a 
number of sheep, with about fifteen labourers, who had 
been put on by a Mr. Ray Thomurto cut the hay, &,c. 
By some accident they omitted burning the hay, and re- 
turned the next day at noon to complete it ; which they 
effected, amidst the firing of the shipping, with the loss of 
one man killed and another wounded. 

Last evening also a party of the Connecticut men strolled 
down on the marsh at Roxbury and fired upon a sentry, 
which drew on a heavy fire from the enemy's lines and float-- 
ing batteries, but attended with no ot her e ffect than the loss 
of one killed by a shot from the enemy's lines. In the 
mean time we are on both sides continuing our works, but 
there has been no other movement than what I ha ve noticed 
above. I shall endeavour to give a regular and particular 
account of all transactions as they occur, which you will 
please to lay before the honourable Congress. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obed ient and 
very humble servant, Uo. Washington. 

The Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress. 

A true Account of the Officers of the Ministerial Troops 
killed and wounded at the battle o/ Charlestown, June 
17, 1775. 

Fourth Regiment. — Captain Balfour, Capt ain West, 
Lieutenant Barn, and Lieutenant Brown, wounded. 

Fifth Regiment.— Major Mitchell,^ wounded^ Captain 
Downes, killed ; Captain Jackson, Captain Manden, Lieu- 
tenant Crocker, Lieutenant Clintock, Ensign Charlton, and 
Ensign Balaquire, wounded. 

Tenth Regiment. — Captain Fitzgerald, Captain Par- 
sons" Lieutenant Pettigru, and Lieut, Hamilton, wounded; 
Lieutenant Vernier, wounded, since dead. 

. Fourteenth Regiment. — Lieutenant Bruce, killed ; En- 
sign Haskett, wounded. _ 

Eighteenth Regiment. — Ensign Richardso n, wounded; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Abercrombie, k^MTTJapuBIackney, 
Lieutenant Cochran, Lieutenant Beckwith, and Lieutenant 
Lenthall, wounded. : 

Thirty-Fifth Regiment. — Captain Lyon, killed; Cap- 
tain .Drew, wounded, since dead; Lieutenant Campbell, 
wounded ; Lieutenant Bard, killed ; Lieutenant Messey, 
wounded. _ 

Thirty-Eighth Regiment. — Majar~Z7™ce7Capt. Boyd, 
and Captain Cocker, wounded ; Lieutenant Button, killed ; 
Lieutenant Christie, Captain House,- Lieutenant Myers, 
and Lieutenant Leivney, wounded ; Major Stork, wounded, 
since dead ; Quartermaster Mitchell and Ensign Mitchell, 
wounded. 

Forty-Third Regiment. — Major Spendlove and Captain 
McKenzie, killed; Lieutenant Robberlain, Lieutenant Dal- 
rymple, wounded. " " - li 

Forty-Seventh Regiment. — Major Smith, Captain Eng- 
land, Captain Craiger, Captain Alcock, an d Lieu t. Gold, 
wounded; Lieutenant Wellard, kilIST~LTeu tenan t~i5wg'- 
land, wounded ; Lieutenant Heyler, TiTTTed7~ ~ 

Fifty-Second Regiment.— Major Williams, Captain- 
Major Macfdison, and Captain Smith, killed ; Captain Wil- 
son, Lieutenant Thompson, Lieutenant jCrawford, Lieuten- 
ant Higgins, and Ensign Chetwirid, wounde d ; Ensign 

Gtgnnis, wounded, since dead. 

Fifty-Ninth Regiment,— -Lieutenant Haynes, wounded, 
Sixty-Second Regiment. — Captain Morsford, Captain 
Follier, wounded ; Lieutenant Dalr ymp le, killed. 

Sixty-Fifth Regiment. — Captain Hudgeon, killed ; Cap- 
tain Sinclair, Lieutenant Paxton, Lieutenant Smith, and 
Lieutenant Haler, wounded. 

Sixty-Seventh Regiment. — Captain Shamoin, Aid-cle- 
Camp to "General Howe, killed. 
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Marines. — Major Pitcairn, Captain Campbell, and Cap- 
tain Ellis, killed ; Captain Logan, Capt. Chudbigh, Capt. 
Johnson, and Lieutenant Pitcairn, wounded ; Lieutenant 
Fenneg, Lieutenant Gardner, and Lieutenant Shea, killed ; 
Lieutenant Brisbain, Lieutenant Avennie, Lieut. Hag, 
and Lieutenant Dyer, wounded. 

Artillery. — Captain Lcomine, Capt. Huddleston, Lieu- 
tenant Shuttlesworth, and Lieutenant Campbell, wounded. 

Killed and wounded, ninety-two. 

Most of those officers are mortally wounded. In the 
whole, of the Field-Officers, three killed and four wounded ; 
Captains, eight killed and twenty-five wounded. Lieuten- 
ant Jordan, of the Navy, died of his wounds. 



• . Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 11, 1775. 
(Parole, Guilford.) (Countersign, Hartford ) 

The Court-Martial, of which. Colonel. Prcsco^ was i Pre- 
sident, is dissolved. A General Court-Martial to be assem- 
bled at Cambridge as soon as possible, to try such prisoners 
as shall be brought before them. All evidences and persons 
concerne d to attend th e Court. 

The General understanding there is a bad custom pre- 
vailing, of the non-commissioned officers and soldiers ab- 
senting themselves from guard, under pretence of going for 
provisions ; it is therefore ordered, that all officers and sol- 
diers bring their provision to the guard they mount, and on 
no pretence quit their guard until it is regularly dismissed. 

Notwithstanding the orders. of the .Provincial Congress, 
some persons are so daring as to supply the soldiers with 
immod erat e quantities of rum, and other spirituous liquors : 
any sutler, tavern-keeper, or licensed innholder, who shall 
presume, after the date of this order, to sell any non-com- 
mis.sioned officer or. soldier any spirituous liquor whatsoever, 
withou t an order in writing from the Captain of the com- 
pany to which such non-coni missioned officer and soldier 
belongs, he or they so offending, may expect to be severely 
punished. 

Lieut. Colonel Ward, President of the Court-Martial. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 12, 1775. 
(Parole, Falmouth.) (Countersign, Worctster.) 

The Adjutant-General will, deliver, at orderly time, a 
certain number of printed returns to the Adjutant of each 
Regiment, so that no excuse for the future can be ad- 
mitted for not ma king regular and exact returns when 
demanded, as it is only filling up the blanks with the num- 
bers proper to be placed in them. The Commander-in- 
Chief wjlL not, for the future, admit of any palliative for 
making a false retum, and is resolved to bring any officer, 
of what rank soever, to a Court-Martial, who is found de- 
linquent. 

When any trumpeter or flag of truce is sent From Boston, 
or any posrocciipted by the enemy, they are to be stopped 
by the first sentry they are permitted to approach, who is 
to.call. for the sergeant of the guard, who will conduct them 
to the officer. of his guard, and such trumpeter or flag of 
truce is not to be allowed to stir one step beyond that guard. 
The officer commanding the guard will send any letters or 
messages, brought from the enemy, immediately to the 
com mand er -in-ch ief, and no other person. 

A General Court-Martial of theline to sit at Head-Quar- 
ters, in Cambridge, toi-morrow morning at nine o'clock, to 
try Colonel Scammon, of the Massachusetts Forces, accused 
of." backwardness in the execution of his duty in the late 
action upon Bunker's Hill." The Adjutant of Col. &»m- 
mon's Regiment to warn all evidences and persons con- 
cerned to attend jhe.Court. 

Colonel Nixon, President of above Court. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 13, 1775. 

(Countersign, Huntingdon.) 



(Parole, Geo rgia.) 

As. the. Army will be forthwith formed into brigades, the 
Adjutant-General will, at orderly time this day, deliver to 
the .Adjutant of each Regiment a number of printed re- 
turns, one of which must be immediately filled up and 
signed by the commanding officer of each Regiment, and 
sent as soon as^ possible to the Adjutant-General, by the 
Adjutant of each Regiment ; on the back of the return it 
will be necessary to mentiofj where and in what manner 
the Regiment is at present posted. 



The commanding officer at Chelsea is, as soon as possi- 
ble after the receipt of this order, to direct all the cattle 
upon Pullein Point, Shirley Point, and the intermediate 
space between Powderhorn Hill and the sea, to be driven 
off; and it is recommended to the Commissary-General to 
endeavour to agree with the owners of the said cattle, and 
to purchase them for the use of the Army. 



(Parole, Halifax.) 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, Jul}' 14, 1775. 

(Couuteisign, Inverness.) 



As the health of an Army principally depends upon clean- 
liness, it is recommended in the strongest manner to the 
commanding officer of corps, posts, and detachments, to be 
strictly diligent in ordering the necessaries to be filled up 
once a week, and new ones dug ; the streets of the encamp- 
ments and lines to be swept daily, and all offal and carrion, 
near the camp, to be immediately buried. The officers 
commanding in barracks or quarters to be answerable that 
they are swept every morning, and all filth and dirt re- 
moved from about the houses. Next to cleanliness, nothing' 
is more conducive to a soldier's health than ^dressing his 
provisions in^a decent and proper manner. The officers 
commanding companies should therefore daily inspect the 
camp kitchens, and see the men dress their food in a whole- 
some; way. 

The commanding officers in those parts of the lines and 
redoubts where the pikes are placed, will order the Quarter- 
masters of corps to see the pikes greased twice a week ; 
they are to be answerable also that the pikes are kept clean, 
and always ready and fit. for service. _ 

The General, observing great remissness and neglect in 
the several guards in and about the camp, orders the officer 
commanding any guard, to turn out his guard immediately 
upon the near approach of the Commander-in-Chief, or any 
of the General Officers; and, upon passing the guard, the 
Commander-in-Chief is to be received with rested arms, the 
officer to salute, and the drums to beat a march; the 
Majors-General with rested arms, the officer to salute, and 
the drums toJieat two ruffles; the Brigadiers-Generalwith 
rested arms, the officer to salute, and the drums to beat 
one ruffle. There being something awkward as well as im- 
proper in the General Officers being stopped at the out- 
posts, asked for passes by the sentries, and obliged often to 
send for the officer of the guard (who it sometimes happens 
is as much unacquainted with the persons of the Generals 
as the private men) before they can pass in or out, it is 
recommended to both officers and men, to make themselves 
acquainted with the persons of all the officers in general 
command ; and in the mean time, to prevent mistakes, the 
General Officers and their Aids-de-.Camp will be distin- 
guished in the following manner: the Commander-in-Chief 
by a light blue ribband, worn across his breast, between his 
coat and waistcoat ; the Majors and Brigadiers-General by 
a pink ribband, worn in like manner; the Aids-de-Camp 
by a green ribband. 

The Court-Martial, of which Col. Ward is President, 
is dissolved. 

Daniel Carmile, soldier in Colonel Patterson's Regiment, 
tried for " disobedience of orders, for re-enlisting and taking 
advance money twice over, and for drunkenness," is found 
guilty of the several charges, and ordered to be whipt on 
the bare back with thirty-nine lashes, and discharged from 
the Army. The General approves the sentence, and orders 
it to be executed to-morrow 
Regiment he belongs to. 



morning, at VheTiead of the 



GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL ON. COLONEL JAMES SCAMMONS. 

General Court-Martial held July 13, 1775, Col. M$on, 
President ; with one Lieutenant-Colonel, one Major, and ten 
Ca.ptains. William Tudor, Judge Advocate. 

The Court being duly sworn, proceeded to the trial of 
Colonel Scammons of the Massachusetts forces, who was 
brought before the Court, and accused of disobedience to 
orders, and backwardness in the execution of his duty, in 
the late action on Bunker's Hill at Charlestown, on the 
17th of June last. The prisoner being arraigned on the 
above complaint, pleads not guilty. The Court postponed 
the examination of the witnesses to Friday , 14th of July, 
at eight of the o'clock, to which time the Court was ad- 
journed, . 



mMM^^rilitlH 



inn nm»iliiii !«■ aiMfc 



izifc'i.jiEira.^i T- — ZTl-;~iz£.TwaA~^3i.~ 



1663 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, JULY, 1775. 



1664 



The Court being met according to adjournment ; present 
all the members as yesterday. Lieutenant James Vonnell 
deposed : about noon we marched to Lechmere's Point, 
where we remained one quarter of an hour. Going from 
the point, Charlestown was set on fire. Whilst at the 
point, General Whitcomh ordered Colonel Scammons to 
march to the hil]. The deponent understood the hill meant 
was Bunker's Hill. Colonel Scammons then marched to 
a small hill, about a mile distant from Bunker's Hill. Col. 
Scammons sent two Sergeants to Bunker's Hill, to know 
if his Regiment was wanted. We remained on the small 
hill three-quarters of an hour, during all which time there 
was a" smart fire on Bun ker's Hill, from small-arms and 
cannon. After three quarters of an hour we marched to 
the hither edge of Bunker's Hill, where the shot flew 
very thick. Before we got to the top of the hill, Colonel 
Scam mons ordered a retre at ; immediately there was a gen- 
eral retreat of our Regiment. Every one made the best 
of his way off. We were no time that day near enough to 
engage the enemy. The witness does not know. any dis- 
tinction between Bunker's and Brewer's Hill- . . 

Ensign Joshua Trafton deposed : about two of the clock 
in the afternoon we marched from Cambridge to Lechmcre's 
Point, where we found General Whitcomh, who expressed 
much surprise at finding Colonel Scammons take post there. 
We remained on the point fifteen minutes, and then marched 
to a small hill below Prospect Hill. We continued on the 
small hill about half an hour or more; during which time 
Colonel Scammons sent two Sergeants to Bunker's Hill, 
to know if his Regiment was wanted. We took the near- 
est road to Bunker's Hill, as I suppose, and before we got 
to the top of the bill, the Colonel ordered a retreat. I cannot 
say whether the breastwork was forced or not at this time. 
We saw many men retreating down the hill, who said they 
had spent all their ammunition ; some told us that the ene- 
my had retreated, and begged us to push on. As we turned 
off the small hill, a Regiment marched up towards Bun- 
ker's Hill. As we marched from Cambridge we heard 
the Regulars were landing at Lechmere's Point, and at 
Chariest own. Colonel Scammons made the greatest dis- 
patch from the small hill to.Bunkcr'sHill, I saw no other 
instance 'oXbackwardiiess in Colonel Scammons, except his 
long stay at the small hill, which appeared to me unneces- 
sary. As we retreated, a number of men advanced up in 
an irregular manner. 

Ensign Nathan Lord deposed : we were one quarter of 
an hour ._ near Lechmere's Point; we then marched to a 
small hill below Prospect Hill, where we tarried a quarter 
of an hour, then marched to Bunker's Hill the nearest way, 
and with as much despatch as we could go. We stayed 
twenty minutes on the small .hill, whilst the fire continued 
on the further part of Bunker's Hill; we got to the top.of 
Bunker 'sJBill ; after which Genera] Putnam came up, and 
ordered the Regiment to advance within hearing of Colonel 
Scammons ; part of the Regiment then, advanced, but the 
deponent does not know if Colonel Scammons was with 
them. I heaid several persons, whom I took to be officers, 
older a rotjeal before. Colonel Scammons, did. After we 
got over Charhitoicn Neck, going up Bunker's Hill, Col. 
Scammons cried, Come, my Yorkshire lads, now let us shew 
our bravery. The deponent does not know a distinction be- 
tween Bunker's Hill and Brewer's Hill. 

Major Daniel (food deposed: we marched from near 
Lechmere's Point, to a small hill, nearly opposite to Pros- 
pect Hill, where we remained near three-quarters of an 
hour; during most of the time we were on that hill, there 
was a smart fno on what, I take to be the easterly part of 
Bunker's Hill. ^ 

Captain Ebenezer Sullivaji deposed and said: we con- 
tinued on the small hill half an hour; some considerable 
part of the time we were there, there was. a very heavy 
fire from .the further part of the hill in Charlestown. After 
we retreated, Colonel Scammons encouraged the men to 
advance". The Regiment was not near enough to engage 
the enemy. 

Captain Philip Hubbard deposed : the reason; of our 
going to Lechmere's Point was, because we met expresses, 
vilao. tolcTus the Regulars were landing at that place ; when 
we got* to Lechmere's Point, Qerjcral Whitcomh told Col. 
Scammons he had~Detter go and watch the floatingliatte- 



ries, and then marched to the small hill, where we stayed 
half an hour. As soon as Colonel Scammons discovered 
Charlestown meeting-house on fire, he marched the Regi- 
ment, with all possible despatch, towards Bunker's Hill. 
We met great numbers retreating down. The confusion was 
so great before we got to the top of the _hi.ll, it was impossi- 
ble to force. I saw nothing of irr esolu tion or backward- 
ness in Col on el. Scammons any" time of the day. 

Lieutenant Cuzons deposed : that at Lechmere's Point, 
General Whitcomh told Colonel Scammons_he had better 
go to that hill, meaning, as the deponentlook it, the small 
hill. which they marched to, and watch the motions of the 
floating batteries. As soon as Colonel Scammons heard 
the firing of the small-arms at the iiill in Charlestown, he 
said he would stay there no longer, and ordered the Regi- 
ment to march for Bunker's Hill, which he did. I know 
nothing of Colonel Scammons' s behavioural Bunker's Hill. 

Lieutenant Morgan Lewis deposed and said : I saw- 
nothing of cowardice or backwardness in _Cp]Q ne ] Scam- 
mons that day. 

Lieutenant Thomas Cutis in substance as Lieut. Lewis. 
Sergeant Amaziah Goodwin agrees with ...Lieut. Cutts. _ 

Sergeant Samuel Goodale deposed : that. General Whit- 
comb ordered Colonel Scammons from Lechmere's Point, to 
take possession of the small hill, and watch the moti ons of 
the floating batteries. I was sent by Colonel Scammons to 
General Putnam, to know if his Regiment was wanted ; 
and before I got back, Colonel Scammons was upon his 
march towards Bunker's Hill. I s aw^Colo nel Scammons 
two thirds of the way up the hill, butiuiow nothing of his 
conduct there. 

John Littlefield deposed : that as we marched down, we 
heard the Regulars were landing at Lechmere's Point. 1 
know nothing of Colonel Scammons' s_ behaviour. 

Jonathan Love deposed and said : when we were upon 
Bunker's Hill, an officer. ordered us_to_ret_reat, as the ene- 
my had forced the intrenchment ; after winch Colonel Scam- 
mons ordered us to retreat. 

Joseph Parson, drummer, deposed and said : we were 
three-quarters of an hour on the little round hill, and the 
firing of the small-arms lasted half an hour, when we 
marched off towards Bunker's Hill. J know nothing of 
Colonel Scammons's behaviour at Bunker's Hill. 

The Court then called on Colonel Scammons to make 
his defence ; upon which the following evidence was pro- 
duced : 

Captain Jeremiah HiU deposed and. said : that down by 
the bridge near Lechmere's Point, We met General Whit- 
comb, who told Colonel Scammons that he was sufficient 
to guard that point, and told Col. S cammons he had bet ter 
go round to the little hill and watch their motions there. 
We accordingly went and stayed there iialf an hour. 

Colonel John Whitcomh, who is styled by the foregoing 
deponents General, deposed and said : Fme t Colonel Scam- 
mons with his Regiment about fifty rods Irom Lechmere's 
Point; I asked him what brought TiTni there; he replied 
by asking me where he should go ; T told him where he 
could do the most service. I am positive I never ordered 
him to .the little Juli, lTmy memorjrsexvesTne, because men 
could be of no service at such a place except in the night. 

The Court then adjourned till Saturday morning, eight 
o'clock. 

Saturday, July 15, A. M, 

The Court met according to adjournment. Col. Scam- 
mons begged liberty to produce the jour next witnesses, who 
were admitted and sworn accordingly. 

Henry Fess, drummer, deposed : that as we marched 
down Cambridge road, we met two meiTon horseback, who 
told us the Regulars were landing at Lechmere's Point. 
We then marched very fast towa rds the point, where we 
met General Whitcomh, who told Colo nel Scammons to go 
round to the hill, whichthill I understood to mean the little 
round hill we marched to. I was with in te n feet of General 
Whitcomh, when these orders werergiverr: 

Ichabod Smith deposed and said __ I was about ten feet 
from General Whitcomh, at Lechmere's J^oint, when I 
heard him desire Colonel Scammmgrio march round, and 
observe the motion of the floating batteries which lay near 
the little, hill. We. marched to the little hill and con- 
ti.nug.4_ there about twenty minutes. As soon as Colonel 
Scammons found out where the fjriiigDf the small-arms was 
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he immediately marched the Regiment towards Bunker's 
Hill, with the utmost despatch. 

Samuel Hubbard deposed and said : I was within ten feet 
of General Whiicomb, and heard him order Colonel Scam- 
mons to go to the hill. But the deponent does not know 
what hill. I heard Colonel Scammons ask the General if 
be could go across the marsh, which was the nearest way 
to the little hill. General Whiicomb replied, that he could 
not, but must go up and round by the road. Frethy Spen- 
cer agreed with Hubbard exactly, being close to him during 
the .conversation between General Whiicomb and Colonel 
Scammons. 

Adjutant Marsden was sworn at the desire of the com- 
plainants, and deposed, that we were three-quarters of an 
hour on the little hill, and continued about twenty minutes 
after we heard of this firing on the hill in G'harlestown, I 
went halfway up Bunker's Hill with Colonel Scammons, 
when I left him and went to the breastwork, where I got 
before the enemy forced it; the confusion was so great 
when we got to Bunker's Hill we could not form the Re- 
giment. 

The prisoner then made a few remarks on the evidence, 
and withdrew. The Court being cleared, entered upon the 
examination of the evidence collectively, and after debate 
adjourned to Monday, 17th of July, eight o'clock, A. M. 

July 17, 1775. 

The Court being met according to adjournment, "and re- 
sumed the consideration of the case of Colonel Scammons, 
and having duly weighed the allegations and proofs brought 
against the prisoner, with his defence and evidence, are 7 of 
the opinion, that the said Colonel Scammons is not guilty 
of the charge brought against him. 

A true copy pf the Proceedings : 



Schenectady to march up, though I fear they have little or 
no ammunition. The powder ordered from Philadelphia 
is not yet arrived, nor that for which I despatched an offi- 
cer from New-York to Connecticut. In this defenceless 
condition, should eight hundred Indians, or half the num- 
ber, come down, and be joined by the Highlanders and 
others that are disaffected in Tryon County, they may with 
impunity not only march where they please through that 
or this County, but so effectually cut ofT all supplies from 
the Troops to the northward, that they must disperse or 
starve. 

You will perceive, Sir, by the enclosed Return, what our 
strength is at Ticonderoga and Crown Point, without lines 
to defend themselves against an attack, for I cannot learn 
that the least shelter has been made by the Troops. 

In such a distressing situation, it is extremely natural to 
wish that I had more nren and ammunition, not only to 
oppose this threatened invasion, but to carry into execution 
your former orders. Perhaps the necessity which induced 
your order to let the Connecticut Troops remain in New- 
York no longer exists ; if so, I could wish they were directed 
to join me without delay. You may be assured, Sir, that I 
shall exert every nerve to counteract the schemes meditated 
by the enemy, happy if I shall be able to give you a favour- 
able account of our operations. r 

I am, Sir, with the most profound respect, your most 
obedient humble servant, Philip ScHuyLER. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, President of the Con- 
tinental Congress.. _ _■_■ 

ALBANY COMMITTEE TO eE^RAEpHlLIP" SCHl^lli. 

Albany Committee Chamber, July 14, 1775. 
Sir: You have enclosd copy of a letter from the Corn- 



Attest : 



John Nixon, President. miltee of Tryon County to the Committees of Schenectady 



William Tudor, Judge Advocate_. 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO NEW-YOBX COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
Camp near New. York, July 15, 1775. 

Sir : Having found by experience that the Troops under 
mycommand A from_tbc situation of their encampment, are. 
subjected to many difficulties, which render it next to im- 
possible to maintain that good order and discipline which is 
entirely necessary in the regulation of an Army, my officers 
agree with me in s entim ent, that ir will be much forjhe 
benefit "oTthlf service to remove the Tjrqops~to "a further 
distance from the Town. I have viewed a plat of ground 
belonging to Mr. Sickles, of Harlem, which I think very 
proper for an encampment, and which" lie "is "willing should 
be_made use_of for that porpose. I therefore desjre you 
folake the opinion and advice of the Committee of Safety, 
and if they think proper, 1 shall be obliged to them if they 
appoint somebody to contract with Mr. Sickles for the place, 
aqd ^assist, us wjih.therwagons, carts, &ic, that we may 
remove next Monday. - ::: : :T: 

1 am, Sir, with the greatest esteem, your miy humble 
servant, David Wooster, Major- General 

Tithe Chairman of thVComrotoelif Safety, New-^rk. 

GENERAL SC;HBYLE_R TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read July 20, 1775.] -"''-• '' 

Saratoga, July 15, 1775. 
Sir: Late last night I received two letters, of which 
the enclosed are copies. The information contained in that 
marked Np. 1 . is so truly ajarming, that although I should 
have been atTiconderoga to-morrow", I think It more advi- 
sable to remain a day here, in which T may" probably re- 
ceive some farther accQuntsthat will determine whether my 
presence rnay not be more necessary in Tryon County than 
ifTiconderoga, although it is much, very rnrjch wanted at 
the latter place. I lament that It "5 " rrptJnjDEfJ'p'Ower to oive 
such aid as the unhappy people in Tryon County, who°are 
friends to the cmmofAmerica, stand in need of. All I 
am able to do, and which I have done, is to order Captain 
Van Dyck's company, which is at Schenectady, and consists 
of about fifty new levied men, to marchto" the relief of these 
people; to furnish him and the inhabitants with the trifling 
quantity of three liundred pounds of powder, my whole stock 
at Albany; and to recommend to the Militia of Albany and 
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and Albany; the contents whereof are very alarming, and 
the more so,; as the people of that County are not provi- 
ded with ammunition to defend themselves. We shall for- 
ward the letter to the Provmcial'Congress, and would beg 
leave to suggest to you, whether If Xv^norFeaiyjsable tp 
let the company of Captain Fa?J Byck (which we find you 
have ordered up to ~Lake_~George) march up the Mohawk 
River, towards their relief, '_ And ..aiQEat'company has no 
ammunition, and wejjave here abou t three jundred weight, 
whether 'you will think it proper to Tujnish them jroni the 
sto.ra.here, and whether you will not L think i t nec essary to 
send up some of tire-remainder to .furnish Theln¥abJtants. 

As it is not possible to know how :^r this may be a fact, 
vvewould think It advisable to take some steps so as to keep 
up the spirits of the peopleofTfyow County. 

In. finswer to your letter of yesterday we inform you, that 
we shall endeavour to get the carpenters as soon as ^possi- 
ble,. We are, Sir, your very humble_servants. 

By order of the Committee : ;:^;:™~ 
-.. Ab rah am Yates, Jun. 



TRYON COUNTY COMMITTEE TO THE i C^W»¥Els*6f IcgE- 

~.-±r -. . "- ^CTACY AjnfAXBAfff "" ■-"-- - -- 

-■ = -Canajobarie, July 13, 1775;. 

, Gentlemen : Mr. Ebenezer Cox informed this Board 
that Mr, Peter S. Beygert told thjsj'nlbTmanuhjirhe was 
informed by a person who we have mason to ihink has it 
from ' good authority, that CoL Jofmson was "ready with 
eight or nine hundreg T Mdians to make "an invasion i of ."this 
County ; that the same Indians wece_to.be under the com- 
mandof Joseph Brandt and 'Walter Buile r ; and that tfiey 
were to .Ml jp: the In Habitants ibeiow the 'Little Fails, in 
order to divide the peoplein two partsj and were to^narch 
yesterday or ibe" day before, 7" ... "ZZ I™^X Ifl 1. 

Captain; Jacob fflo& informed thjs^pati thatThis morn- 
ing ; about an h our before day, three ~Jn3ians ofFon Hm- 
ter___cme_ to! Jm fep ^PMjQlMg^fT^ their way home ; 
that Se ^3 Jlformiil^ by a 'free n& g^^™r a ~^ervanf of 
him, tbaLthey each had a bag oTpowder on thj^rjiorses '; 
that they stayed about ati;hptir>anC|Ben^w>Iiit"^jP^at 

hasK. ,ffflm these arid other conetnTnant' circumstan ces, 

we have .hut, too much reason to thin^ it jsjjuje^ and that 
all our enemies in this country will appcaTin^rffiragainst 
us, as soon as the InJianslire nigh lo"us, which, from the 
above information, we must expect in a few days. 
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We ha vejgrU off a party of people by way of a scout, 
to finjLout, if possible, the route of the Indians, and to 
give'TORTEarly intelligence. 

Ou r ammunition is so scant, that we cannot furnish three 
hundred men so as to be able to make a stand against so 
great 'V number. In these deplorable circumstances, we 
]ook..y_p to you lor assistance, both in men and ammunition, 
to save this country from slaughter and desolation, which 
we beg you will not be backward to afford us as soon as 
possible. 

We have ordered some of our companies up towards the 
LittfcJpaMi, , who are ..to keep scouting parties out, and we 
intenijajteep sitting until such time as we can be con- 
vinced of o ur safe ty . 

^hjs^js^h^jTwre^a^rming to us, as we shall be obliged 
in | Jgw ,,dty s to begin with our harvests ; men are there- 
fore absolutely necessary. 

v A e, Jjpg °' vou t0 forward this by express to Albany, 
and copies from there to the Provincial Congress and to 
General Schuy ler. Mr. Deygert was obliged to promise 
nQt'.TQjdifdoge.jhp person's name who informed him of the 
aboyj|; But ¥e assured that the person is well acquainted 
with ihe_Jndians_, and therefore, if found out, is in great 
danger. 

We .are, gentlemen, your most obedient and very hum- 
ble servants. By order, Christopher P. Yates, 
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StaW- — 1 Major-General, 2 BrigadieY-Gerrerals, 1 Bri- 
gade ^lajor, 2 Aids-de-Camp, 1 Secretary, lrCEaplain, 
1 Surgeon72 Surgeon's Mates, . ~. :~ "~zz:~ . 

Brigadier-Generals, Hichard Montgomery,^ David 
Wo^ter."gngade Mybr,;:, . .; J, , ; -A^^eWamp, 
John McPherson . James Van Rensselaer. Secretary, 

Ric fiardrVarrick.__ _ ; _ . ....... J ^ 

: J^y 1, 1775. — A "true. .Retunr; ma3e:'ifrgrh3ne "Returns 
of t hj Of ficers commanding the several Corpsaboxernen- 
tionel. ........ ,~-.-''*"~™' PHiErp ScHUTLElt. 



GENERAL SCHDTLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Saratoga, July 15, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Since T did myself the honour to write your 
Excellency from New-York, nothing very material occur- 
red until yesterday, when I received the enclosed letters. 
The accounts contained in that marked No. 1, are truly 
alarming, in the present defenceless state of the Counties 
of Tryon and Albany, and especially as the assistance I 
can afford them, either of men or money, is next to nothing, 
the few troops at Ticonderoga, Sic, being at too great a 
distance, and not more than sufficient to guard the posts 
they occupy. I should have been at Ticonderoga this 
day, had not the information from Tryon County arrived, 
which may make my presence there absolutely necessary 
if it should be confirmed. I therefore propose remaining 
here until to-morrow, when I hope to be farther informed. 
I wish I may be able to proceed to Ticonderoga, as I am 
very much wanted there, the greatest confusion having 
taken place in the controversy between the officers claim- 
ing command in that quarter. Some have taken the liberty 
to disband troops ; others refused to serve unless this or 
that particular person commanded; the sloop is left "with- 
out either captain or pilot, both of which are dismissed or 
come away, much provision wasted or embezzled, and 
on the 7th instant only one barrel of flour at Ticonderoga. 
1 shall have an Augean stable to cleanse there. 

I do myself the honour to enclose a return of the f orc es 
in the Colony. It is douMess imperfect, asThave been 
under a necessity of forming it out of returns which were 
evidently so. I hope soon to sen_d. you a more complete 
one. ~ 

Be__assured, my General, that I shall use my best en- 
deavours to establish order ..and discipline Tn t¥e T troops un- 
der my command. I wish I could add that I had a prospect 
of much success in that way. It isjjxtremely difficult to 
introduce a proper is"ul>ojr31hafipn/arnon£st a people where 
so little distinction is kept up. 

Our accounts of the disposition of the Canadians sud 
Canada Indians continue to be favourable, though the in- 
telligence is not very aiithentick. 

I am your Excellency's most obedjenrand most humble 
servant, Philip Schuyler. 

To His Excellency General Washington, &Tc. &c. Sc. 



TKTON COTJNTY COSrMtTTEE" TO N^W-YORK"c6nGRE'sSV' ~ 

Tryon County,7ul y 15, 1775. 

Gentlemen TThe persons appointed by your Congress 
to be officers to a company to be raised in this County, 
having declinedj and.retujjied/their"wSxi.ntsjd"tK>s!.©m* 
mittee, we beg \^ye'&.pgm^ebd^Christopher P. Yates 
to be Captain, Andrew Finclc, Jr.", and John Keyser, Jr., 
to be Lieutenants of the said company, who have accepted 
of the same, and by the request of this Committee have 
begun to enlist their men. Permit us to observe, that they 
are well affected, to American liberty, and are competent 
to the task, _ We : therefore beg that you will approveof 
them, and. send them new warrants. _^.^ i . ^ ^ .._..^_. = 

Your very humble; servants"" T^ornerof ^Trie'Corn- 
rnittee, Nichola^Herkimer, 

Chairman pro tempore. 
To the Provincial Congress of JVW-Zori. '_ ".."....._ 

newbdhy, GLOtrCESTES cmmTT,'cdTn(IffTO TO'RlHf^Ik 

CONGRESS. ':"■""' -;:;—;■ 
Newbury, New-YorkProvince, July 15, 1775. 

Sir : Your letter.o^tj^S^pf^^^Tdld^oi receive 
until the 14th insfant, wi]ic£^isiiroke open and the Gene- 
ral Association laken'OBt. W e have formed a County 
Committee, a| alsoVone.ftreach Town and Precinct ; afso, 
we hayej^oieC^oneI]?a^ylore^esenT^ in the Con- 
gress. ;- The County seeijjsja be very wellTmited, and firm 
to one another, md^alsoTH^trie" dajtBe^ptiibjrty ; and I 
Wake.nQ dguk but .tjiey will 'clieg-MIy join in whatever 
mearsuiresand directions the honomable^ngress may rJdiht 
out ironi time tQ.tirirer ""T^r "ZZZZZZZZ^ZZZ^ZZZZZZZZZZZZ" Z 
,;Tam, Sir, yoirr;riipa obeHient and bumble servant, === " 

'-..-- „ » John Taplin. 
To Peter V. B. IMfigsion, Esq., PresidenTof tliePro- 
: vincial Congress, ;"a'ftlie City ;of JSew-York. 
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GENERAL SCHUYLER TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read September 13, 1775.] 
' Saratoga, July 16, 1775. 

Sir : At three o'clock this morning I was favoured with 
a letter from the Coinmittee at Albany, of which the en- 
closed is a copy; as also with two other papers, copies of 
which I do myself the honour herewith to send you, and 
which have in some measure removed my apprehensions 
for the people of Tryon County. It would, however, be 
imprudent to rely with too much confidence either on Co- 
lonel JoAnW* declarations or those of the Indians, and 
have therefore recommended that scouts should be continu- 
ally kept out to prevent a surprise, and that early intelli- 
gence may be given to such places from whence they may 
receive relief. 

I shall set out in a few minutes for Ticonderoga, from 
whence I shall do myself the honour to write you, and 
make the returns agreeable to the resolutions of Congress. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient and most humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



ALBANY COMMITTEE TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Albany Committee Chamber, July 15, 1775, 

Sir : We received yours dated last night at three quar- 
ters after eleven o'clock, with the orders to Captain Van 
Dyck enclosed. 

We this morning examined Mr. Garret Roseboom, who 
lately left Montreal and came round by Oswego, where 
Colonel Guy Johnson gave a letter to Nicholas Stevens, 
(from Schenectady, who came in company with him,) di- 
rected to the President of the Provincial Congress, and 
told him the Committee of Albany might open it if they 
please d ; whic h we have presumed to do'copy whereof we 
enclose you, together with a copy of Mr. Roseboom's ex- 
amination. We now judge from the whole that it will be 
most advisable not to send Van Dyck's company forward, 
until we have further information, as we would not choose 
(if we can avoid it) to give any cause of jealousy to the 
Indians, as they have signified their desire that_we shoylj 
not send troops up. We have tlierefbre desired the Com- 
mittee of Schenectady to keep that company in readiness 
oa;a_rninute's warning ; and we have sent one quarter cask 
of powder to be distributed among that company. We 
have also sent up six quarter casks more to the Committee 
of Tryon County. We should have_sent the remainder, 
one hundred and twenty-five pounds, but (or the hint in the 
examination of Roseboom. 

We are, Sir, your very humble servants. By order of 
the' ..Coin mittee , Abraham Yates, Jr., Chairman. 

COLONEL GUY JOHNSON TO NEW-TORK COlSfffRESS. " 

Ontario, July 8, 1775. 

Sir ; Though I received your letter from the Provincial 
Congress several days ago, I had not a good opportunity "to 
answer it till now. I suppose, however, this will reach 
you safe, notwithstanding all the rest of my correspondence 
is interrupted by ignorant jmpertinents. 

As to the endeavour you speak of, to reconcile the un- 
happy differences between the Parent State and "these Co- 
lonies, be assured I ardently wish to see them. As yet, I 
anLSorry to say, I have not been able to discover any 
attempt of" that kind, but that of the Assembly's, the only 
true legal representatives of the people; and as to the in- 
dividuals who you say officiously interrupt, in my quartey, the 
mqde_and measures you think necessary for these salutary 
pm-poses, I am really a stranger to them. If you mearr my- 
self, you must have been grossly in^rjsfid'on. I once, in- 
deed, went with reluctance, at the request ofseveraTpf 'tie 
principal inhabitants, to one of the people's meetings", which 
I found had been calledjay an itinerant New-England 
leather-d resser, and conduct ed by otfiersnf possible, more 
contemptible^ 1 had, therefore, littlemcBnatioOo revisip 
such 7n?n7orattend tc i their absurdities,"! And although"! 
did not incline to think that your gentlemen haf formed 
any designs against me, yet it is mbsf WMu that "such 
designs-were formed. OT this, I reset? ed a'clearaec^jnjt 
by express_from^lnen^ near 4^a^ : which was Mrf cor- 



roborated by letters from other quarters, particularly one 
from a gentleman of the Committee at Philadelphia, a 
Captain in your service, who was pretty circumstantial ; 
and since, I have had the like from many others. I have 
likewise found that mean instruments were officially em- 
ployed to disturb the minds of the Indians; to interrupt 
the ordinary discharge of my duties ; and prevent their re- 
ceiving messages they had long since expected from me. 

To enter into a minute detail of all the falsehoods pro- 
pagated, and i all the obstructions J met with, though it 
could not fail astonishing any gentleman disposed to dis- 
countenance them, would far exceed the limits of a letter, 
or the time I have to spare, as 1 am now finishing my 
Congress entirely to my satisfaction, with 1,348 warriours, 
who came hither to the only place where they can transact 
business or receive favours without interruption, and who 
are much dissatisfied at finding that the goods, which I was 
necessitated to send for to Montreal, were obliged to be or- 
dered back by the merchant, to prevent his beino- insulted 
or his property invaded by the mistaken populace ; that 
their ammunition was stopped at Albany; the persons 
on this communication employed in purchasing provisions 
for the Congress insulted ; and all my letters, as well as 
even some; trifling articles for the use of my own table, 
stopped. And this moment the Mayor of Albany assured 
me, that he was the other day aroused out of his bed at a 
certain Mr. Thompson's, above the German Flats, by one 
Hirkema and fifteen others, who pursued him to search 
for any things he might have for me. 

You may be assured, Sir, that this is far from being agree- 
able to the Indians; that it might have produced very 
disagreeable consequences long since, had not compassion 
for a deluded people taken place of every other considera- 
tion; and that the impotant endeavours of a Missionary 
(who has forfeited his honour pledged to me) with part of 
one of the tribes, is a circumstance that, howeve^trifling, 
increased their resentment. I should; be much obliged by 
your promises of discountenancing any attempts against 
myself, &c, did they not appear to be made on conditions 
of compliance with Continental or Provincial Congresses, 
or even Committees formed, or to be formed, manv of 
whose resolves may neither consist with my conscience, 
duty, or loyalty. 

I trust I shall always manifest more humanity than to 
promote the destruction of the innocent inhabitants of a 
Colony to which I have been always warmly attached, a 
declaration that must appear perfectly suitable to the cha- 
racter of a man of honour and principle, who can on no 
account neglect those duties that are consistent therewith, 
however they may differ from sentiments now adopted in 
so i many parts .of America. 

I sincerely wish a speedy termination to the present 
troubles ; and I am, Sir, your most obe dient and humble 
setvmt, --.--:,- --;-_Y_Q. Johnson." 

P. S. I shall have occasion to meet the Indians of my 
tment in different quarters this season. - 

The Examination of Garret Roseboom, of the City of 
Albany-, before the Sub-Committee of the said City 
and County of Albany, the 15th day of July, 1775. 
Says that he left Montreal on or about the 26th June 
last. That in Canada the utmost means were used to in- 
duce the Indians to side with the Regulars, especially by 
Mr. St. Luke Le Come; but that amongst the Indians 
where this examijiant has been, particularly Canusadaga, 
Esqmasua, Oswegatie, md Caughnawagas, they decline' 
taking up the hatchet against the Bostonians, (a term by 
which the general opposition is distinguished.) 

That the Caughnawagas particularly, are active in pre- 
venUng the Jncursipls of the other Indian nations, for 
which purpose they have stationed about a dozen of their 
tribe at St. John's with horses, with directions that iftheir 
en d:? av PM = :«iould prove ineffectual, to" ffve"=1nTrnediate 
noti&rtoiiie tribe, who in thatcase arejesoked to prevent 
them by force. _^ '■"-■■-" •- ; r : - : ^~-=i*«i=---<«w»™— =■«< 



That while this . exarriinant was at M ontreal, he saw 
about mmy-tvvollndiam of the Messesa goesir^e, who 
were: ht jheit 'war-dps pd. accout rements t let ofTtn Si, 
John's on a scalping party towards thejbrts on the .Lakes* 
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in guf possession ; but that this examinant believes they 
wil l be stop ped bv the means above mentioned. 

That this examinant on his arrlvaL at Oswego, about 
eight days ago, found Colonel ~Guy Johnson there, who 
had with him about three hundred TrttZwrn-s, and about Eve 
bundred_squaws and children. 

, Thaf"thTs examinant wa s present at a Congress be held 
wit h the Indians, but does n ot know the subject of their 
delib erations ; but that h e afterwards understood from those 
IndJ ms, t hat the communication_on the Tfaohawk River 
was, j b~~remain "open . That on the day when Ibis exami- 
nant _jeft Qswego. the Indians were to receive his presents, 
exCep! tEeTrum, which was to be delivered them the next 
day at the Oswego Falls, to each nation or tribe one bar- 
rel. T hat fr om there. Guy Johnson was to proceed to 
Oswegaiie. Some o7 them were to go with him from 
each Jnbe, and the rest to return home. That this exami- 
nan t heard before he cam e to Qswego, that there was to 
De ^»£SSg£»j£22g res3 at Oswegatie, with the Canadian 
Indians. 

That the Indians at Oswego assured this examinant, 
that they did not Intend to fight against us ; but that, con- 
sidering the fickleness - of their disposition, and probably 
the over persuasion oFour enemies, no great dependance 
can be made on .their assurances. 

Thatena^av ours w ere used in Canada, to enlist men in 
the serTTclP ol ^tnir Cro wn ; But that the Canadians were 
extremely averse to enter into the service. Thai a. report 
pre vailecr there - that Goyernour Carleton had threatened 
to fire die^Cjty, in case the merchants and others did not 

joinr :rL=l_r \zjrr".^::. :. . . ;:::. : ': . _: . 

Th i at i ,lij i ^s jr s^en„a i Jew stragglers, and of the lowest 
class of the people, who were enlisted. That Monsieur 
&• ^rlFl^iiiH s JP ro P os ed as an expedienLto the_Governour 
to hang iiali a dozen, which wouIa"intimnjate the survivors 
into a^cjynpTiance. That he Tmd been informed there, that 
they were busy in building batteaus at St. John's, for the 
purpoMoT transporting troops across the Lake, to attack 
the possessions at TJrown Point and Ticonderoga. 
i A true copy from the minutes : 

i^kiJm^mm^M^-^JJomj Bay, Secretary. 
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GENERAL SCSfJYXER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
:--ff.'-^t'^^igj'J ^-ify''»< V ' " ; -Saratoga, July 16, 1775. 

I did myself the honour to write you from Albany on 
(he Qjp^urgTng the send ing the troops to join me with all 
despatch. Every intelligence I receive, evinces the ne- 
cessity oT strengtbeninglthe garrisons of Ticonderoga and 
Crown Point.. ,,T he fata J M conseguences 'that would follow, 
shouLd^e.be^obTIged to abandon those places, are too 
glaringly evident to need illustration^ Let me, therefore, 
again entreat you to^ssue orders to every carps of your 
troops, in whatever part of the Colony they may be, to 
marchjyjthout delay ; and be pleased, Sir, to forward the 
tents for those already at the forts. I again beg leave- to 
remind you, that the powder from Philadelphia is not yet 
come toliand. ^ _.. , .... ,.,..". 

I am, Sir ^most respectfully, your obedient and humble 
servant, " — — e - - Philip Schuyler. 

Please to forward the enclosed. 

To Peter Y^BZ. Livingston, Esq., President of the New- 
York Congress. 



EXTRACT OF 4 LETTFR FROM BRAINTItEE, MASSACHUSETTS- 
B\Y, DATED JULY 16, 1775. 

I am much surprised that you have not been more ac- 
curately Informed of what passes inibe camps. As to.in- 
teiligOTcelromJZJo^tow, it Is tut seldom that we are able to 
collect any that may be reIied:on, and to repeat the vague 
flying Tumours ^vould "bTendless. T heard yesterday, by 
One Mr . Holston , a goldsmith, ^wjio got out from Boston : in" 
a, .fishing schooner, that their distress increase's upon "them 
fast; their beef is spent, their mult and cider all gone; all 
the fcesh^. provisions they can procure they are: obliged to 
give to the sick and wounded; that thirteen of our rnen, 
who wefel n jail and wounded, at Charlestown, are dead ; 
that no map "dared^ to be" seeii talking to hisfiiend in the 
streerflTmt they are obliged to be within everyerening' at 
ten o'clock, according to martial law, nor can any inhabi- 



tant walk the street after that time without a pass from 
General Gage; that General Gage has ordered all the 
molasses to be distilled into rum for the soldiers; that he 
has ta ken aw ay all licenses for selling of liquors, and given 
the m to his creatures ; that he has issued an order that no 
on e else sh all sell un der a penalty often Pounds; that the 
spirit which prevails among the soldiers is that of malice 
and revenge; that there is no true courage to be observed 
l*i5°Sg them; that their duty is hard, always holding them- 
f^lyg? JP.i'fiSdmess for aj nattack , which they are continually 
in fear of; that Doctor Elliot was not on board of a man-of- 
Y Far _'„?s wasjreported ; that Mr. Lovell and Mr. Leach, with 
many others, are certainly in jail; that last week a poor 
milch cow was killed in Town and sold for a shilling ster- 
ling a pound ; that the transports from Ireland and New- 
York arrivec [last week, but every additional man adds to 
their distress. 



MEETING OF GUILD OF MERCHANTS, DUBLIN. 

At Guildhall, Dublin, Ireland, the 17th of July, 1775, 
being Quarter-Day of the Guild of Merchants of_ the said 
City, the following Resolutions were agreed to, viz: 

Resolved unanimously, That the sincere thanks of this 
Guild be presented to the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Effingham, in testimony of our approbation of his publick 
conduct, particularly exemplified in his refusing to draw 
that sword which has been employed to the honour of his 
Country, against the lives and liberties of his fellow-sub- 
jects in America, and honestly and spiritedly resigning a 
commission which he could no longer hold consistent with 
the principles of a true Englishman, or of a real friend to 
the interest of Britain. *™n^ =J J-" 

-Resolved, That the sincere thank s o f the Guild be pre- 
senied to the Right Honourable Jphnjfilkes, Lord Mayor 
of the City of London, for the essential services he has 
rendered his King and Country, by his strenuous efforts in 
the causeof freedom, and for his able, spirited, and judi- 
cious defence of the right of the People to petition the 
Throne. _: ; ~" 

There was to the last Resojutionji single negative, given 
by a Scotchman who has an employment in our Stamp 
Oifi.ce. -— _ 

Resolved unanimously, That an address of thanks from 
the Guild be presented to the several Peers who (in sup- 
port of our Constitution, and in opposition to a weak and 
wicked Administration) protested against the American 
Restraining Bills. 

And the following gentlemen were appointed, with the 
Master and Wardens, a Committee to prepare the same, 
vizr J. Napper Tandy, Henry Howison, Sir E. Newen- 
ham, John Peree, Samuel Gamble, Samuel Stephens, Hugh 
Crothers. v~ " : "" 



Who prepared the following: 

l?e, the TVTasters, Wardens, and*Brethren of thTGujld 
of Merchants of the City of Dublin, in Common-Hall 
as|ejnbj§d, with r the most unfeigned respect, beg leave to 
offer your Lordships the just tribute of our thanks for your 
noble and spirited, though hithe rto ineff ectual exertion s in 
the cause of liberty and of your Country, fully evinced m 
your opposition to the oppressivtrand unc onstit utional prcn 
ceedings of a corrupt Admlrnstration. 

With equal grief and indignation we have for yeare"be- 
held repeated .innovations on_the free Constitu tion of these 
Realms, and daily invasions oFthe dearest^ rights and hn- 
wunitiespf the subject. ^ We lave seen with astonishment 
Popery established by Iaw.in.one, and encouraged in every 
part of the Empire, in the reign of a Pro testant Prince, 
and despotism and arbitrary power promoted by eveiy insi- 
dions raaShination .and. open violence by the servants of the 
CrogniTn the reign of a. Monarc h' wh o, from the T hron e, 
^ISed, he gloried in Zeing a Briton born, and whose 
family was called to the_Throne iof these .Kingdoms to pro- 
tect the Protestant Religion, and preserve that Constitution 
inviolate for which our ancestors ipjreely bled, and for the 
invading of which a tyr'aniwks e xpelled t he Throne. 

Bjjt jghilgvwg: contemplate wit h horrour the univer sal 
^ffi2Dd_3egastajjfflg j n -gbjch ^the Empire is nearly in> 
voEvid %. tie jvicSed.d'eil^giCTLe^ plga : . : 

sure sqfvey the steady, incoiruptible, and patriotick virtoFs" 
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which adorn you and shield us ; while we boast of such a 
noble band of patriots, while we see united in the cause of 
freedom such a number of the true hereditary guardians 
of liberty, and of the principles of the glorious Revolution, 
we cannot, we will not despair of seeing once more the 
valuable Constitution of these Countries restored to its 
primitive purity. 

Permit us, therefore, to offer your Lordship our warm- 
est, our most grateful acknowledgments, as Protestants, for 
your steady opposition to the establishment of Popery and 
slavery in Canada; as freemen, for your manly and spirited 
opposition to the several Restraining Bills, and your noble 
efforts in the support of American liberty, and in the cause 
of our suffering and much oppressed brethren and fellow- 
subjects there ; and we have the fullest reliance on your 
steady perseverance in the same principles which have so 
strongly endeared you, not only to us, but to every real 
friend of the British Empire and its constituents. 

In testimony whereof, we have caused the seal of our 
Corporation to be hereunto affixed, this 17th day of July, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-five. [l. s .] 

Midsummer Assembly, July 51, 1775. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Sheriffs and Commons 
be presented to Lord Effingham, for having chosen glo- 
riously to resign his commission rather than imbrue his 
hands in the blood of his innocent and oppressed fellow- 
subjects. 

Which being enclosed to his Lordship by the proper 
officer, the following answer was received : 

" Sir : I have been favoured with your letter of the 21st 
of July last, enclosing a copy of a resolution of the Sheriffs 
arid Commons of the City of Dublin. 

" Next to the t estim ony of a man's own conscience, is, 
in my opinion, his greatest happiness to have the approba- 
tion of the wise and honest among his fellow-subjects. 

"The former of these can, I think, be no other way 
enjoyed, than by a strict adherence to those principles 
which, at the Revolution, achieved oar civil and religious 
liberties ; and it is easy, Sir, for you to conceive, but be- 
yond my abilities to express, what I felt at my conduct's 
being judged by so independent and respectablean assem- 
bly as the Sheriffs and Commons of the City of Dublin 
deserving of the latter. 

" I am, with truth and respect, Sir, your most obedient 
humble servant, "Effingham,. 

"The Holmes, August 14, 1775, 
"To Alfred Howard, Esquire, Dublin." 



CHARLES COUNTY (MARYLAND ) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Charles County, on 
Monday, the 17th of July, 1775, in Port-Tobacco, Cap- 
tain George Dent, Chairman, and J. Gwinn, Clerk: 

Resolved, That this Committee will admit no Certificates 
respecting any Goods which may hereafter be imported into 
anypart o f th i s Coun ty, unless the same are attested under 
the hands, at least, of five of the Committee of the neigh- 
bourhoo_d or place from whence they are immediately ex- 
ported, and that this Resplye be immediately published in 
the Maryland Gazette. ' 

Signed by order: J. Gwinn, Clerk. 

JOHN HANCOCK, PRESIDENT, TO NE:W-r0RK;c0NGREs's7 
' '■-: Philadelphia, July'17, 1775, 

Sir: Major-General Schuyler having represented to the 
Congress the necessity of appointing a Deputy Adjutant- 
General, or a Brigade-Major, lor the troops under his com- 
mand, I am ordered tosend you the following Resolve 
passed this day. I am, Sir, your obedienthurnbje servant, 

John Hancock, President. 

P. S. I enclose you an authenticated commission to be fill- 
ed up with the name of the gentleman appointed by your 
Congress. Tou will please to make a return to me of 
th.e_ person so appointed. The enclosed letter to General 
Schuyler 1 beg you wilT immediately forward to him by 
express. - j ^ 



" In Congress, July 17, 1775. 

"Resolved, That the Convention of New- fork be de- 
sired to recommend a proper person for a Deputy Adju- 
tant-General, or a Brigade-Major, for the Army in the 
New- York Department. 

" A true copy from the Minutes : 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

Please to forward by the express to General Schuyler a 
number of the Articles of War. I forwarded them to New- 
York, directed to General Schuyler, but apprehend they 
did not meet him there, as he has wrote me for them from 
Albany. The commission referred to is sent by Mr. 
Lewis. 

._. Hon. P. V. B. Livingston, Esq. 



NEW-YORK DELEGATES TO PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, July 17, 1775. 

Sir: As the appointment of a Brigade-Major to the 
Army under Major-General Schuyler's command is, by 
the Continental Congress, recom mend ed to your choice, 
we beg leave to introduce Mr. Morgan Lewis to your 
favour for that appointment, being informed it would be 
agreeable to General Schuyler, who has promised him that 
office, with the approbation of your Convention. 

We have the honour to be, Sir, your very humble ser- 



vants, Ph. LivingstpnV 

John Alsop, 
William Floyd, 

To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the Pro 
vincial Convention at New-York. 



Henry Wisner, 
Lewis Morris, 
John Jay. 



E Li .ZABETHT6W.N (NEW-JERSEY) COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK 

; Committee.^ '" * \ 1T"'*U " ~"""'Z _ 

Blizabethtown, Monday, July 17, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We have this moment received from jhe 
Committee of Philadelphia four hogsheads^sajdjto contain 
fifty-two quarter-casks of powder, which they direct to be 
conveyed to DobWs Ferry, there to be delivered^ the 
order of your Committee, L;; We i are j?prry "to say", that this 
powder has been coming from Philadelphia since the first 
instant ; this accidental delay makes the utmost despatch 
necessary, which we doubt not you will promote as far as 
is in your power. We are, Gentlemen, your most humble 
servants, Jona. Hampton, Chairman. 

To the Chairman of the" Committee of the City of New- 
York. :^__^_^j__i.:;__ r . 

P. S. The powder will be at DoU7s Fern/ by nine 
o'clock to-morrow morning. ' " ~ 



ELIZABETnTOWN (nEW-JERSEy) COMMITTEE. 

Committee Chamber, Elizabcthtown, July T7, 1775. 

Resolved, That this Committee, for every hundred weight 
of Saltpetre made within this Town for t he first th ree 
months after this day, will pay the sumL of twenty Pounds, 
proclamation money of New- Jersey, on the delivery there- 
of to this Committee, and fifteen PouDds^ofsame^uirency, 
for the like quantity of Saltpetre, made and "delivered as 
aforesaid, within the next three months thereafter 

The Chairman of this Committee having received a 
letter from Mr. Richard Lawrence, a Delegate of Rich- 
mond County for the Piovincial Congiess of the Colony 
of New- York, informing that the inhabitants of said County 
had, in general, signed the Association recommended by 
the Committee of New- York, this CommitKe are there- 
fore of opinion that the inhabitants of said Coun ty be re- 
stored to their commercial privileges with the inhabitants 
of this Town. By order of the Com mittee L _ \ '____ 
Jonathan Hampto n, Chairman. 



CIRCULAR TO COLONELS OF OTW^cM'WGIJrEN Tgf 
Committee of Safety for the CoToiiyof New-York," 
during the recces of the Pi ovmc ial Congress' 
New- York, Jul yJT, j.7 75. 

You are requested to prepare and lay before the 



Sir 



Congress of this Colony, at New- York K a stat e o f your 
Regiment, god gQfig_ number of rnerT ready "and fit" for 



.ti^.;,'^aafeiaL --.. .■^i.j.^L-iam.i^.a.i-.fcw ±*&<-& 
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serV!ce1|^:a3i company, with all possible despatch. Yoti 
will also be plea sejl to inform the Congress when you ex- 
pecfyour Kegiment will be complete, and ready to take the 
field.. .„ We . pray you to give all possible despatch in this 
business ; the present circumstances admit of no delay. 
The sgonejrjour answer and return can be received, the 
mdf£ SctBplable it will be. 

We. are, S ir, your very humble servants. By order of 
,theJC<Qinmittee.__ 



JOHl^ AMg_T O ~is'EW -YdRK CJJSrjCrTTEE OF SAFETY, 

. .■"_-:fi_"::~:'i. '.!!:.:?". ' ' New-York, j u i y 17, 1775. 

Gent^eajen: As several inconveniences will, arise from 
the present arrangement respecting the artillery company 
which 1 am appointed to command, I must beg leave to 
point diit the most material of them for your consideration, 
in order that th ey may be removed, if possible, as they will 
inevitabTy Impede the publick service. Artillery compa- 
n .' l ?tr™ i ^^F country, are always looked upon in a supe- 
riourlighTTo other foot companies ; for which reason men 
of reputation, and such as are qualified for that department, 
do notj ncline to enlist in the battalions, from an apprehen- 
sion (which I have not been able to remove by all the argu- 
ments Jin my power) that they will not be draughted into 
tne a ?lMk r y> an d consequently will be obliged to serve under 
the .c^man d_of the captain with whom they have enlisted ; 
besides j[py think it a disgrace to appear in the ranks with 
such men js t oo^oiten compose the companies of foot. If 
th e , a X®ry company is to be draughted from the battalions 
in the jnanner proposed, I must be constrained to- choose 
thern sglfily for their appearance and bodily strength, with- 
out having the least opportunity of knowing either their 
characters, or principles, or whether they are qualified for 
the department in which they are to serve; although it is 
essentially necessary that I should have some knowledge of 
those c ircum stances previous to their joining the company. 
Another great inconveniency 1 conceive will arise, in j-egard 
to their clothing, if they are not to be draughted before the 
battalions are complete, as I must consequently have a 
number pLmen in different uniforms, It being more than 
probable_:th at they will be draughted out of different bat- 
talions, " '_._.... 

". As th ere is no artillery companies in the service of Con- 
necticut, it is the more necessary that ours should be imme- 
diately formed", in order that the men may be instructed Id 
the several parts of their duty, and the necessary stores be 
prepared, that we may be ready to act, when and where 
the publicITservice may require. 

For t hese reasons, an d to obviate the inconveniences 
whichTTi ave pointed out, (especially as none of the bat- 
talions are near being completed,) Thave thought proper to 
submit It to your better judgment, whether. such an altera- 
tion in the arrangement should not be immediately made 
as will give me an opportunity of enlisting my own men, 
and forming the company as sddn as possible. And as there 
is a distinction always held up between the artillery and 
companies of foot, I must beg leave to request that the 
clothing for the men may be better than that of the other 
corapanies^and that it may be blue with buff facings. 

I am, with the greatest respect, gentlemen, your most 

humble servant, : ■''-'■-■'- L ~''Jimt„L\m. 

To the Hon ou rable Committee o( Safety for the Province 

ofNew-York. ' 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, July 17, 1775. 
Sir : On the first instant I met the honourable Assembly 
of this Colony, to deliberate on the request and pressing 
reasons sent us from the Massachusetts, for an immediate 
augmentation of the troops from this Colony. Our Assem- 
bly agreed to augment with two Regiments, of seven hun- 
dred men each, who are now raising to join the Continental 
Army. It was wished that we c ould have ha d the advice 
a^djnrectlonojrthe Congress, or your Excellency, before 
Mj9p5j5T 3 „?tep, but thought the present critical situation 
of our affairs would not admit the delay of obtaining it. 
Since your arrival at the camp before Boston, view and con- 
sideration of their situation and circumstances, shall gladly 
be advised, and shall attend your request for hastening and 
marching the men. 

There are thirteen hundred and ninety-one barrels of 
flour come to the care of Colonel Frederick Huntington, 
at Norwich, for the use of the Army, which I have ordered 
Forward, The busy season with the farmers renders its 
transportation difficult. Please to advise of the need of 
the hurry, and where it shall be ordered to be delivered. 

Our Assembly supplied Major-Gen. Schuyler with fifteen 
thousand Pounds in cash, and forty half barrels of another 
necessary article. Accounts from the northward are favour- 
able. The Brig Nancy Thomas, Davis master, which 
arrived at Stonington with molasses, is removed to Nor- 
wich; she hath on board eighteen or nineteen thousand 
gallons. The Committee of Inspection and Correspon- 
dence I trust will take proper care respecting both vessel 
and cargo. 

The road by my door being the nearest for post-riding 
from Cambridge to Philadelphia, shall be obliged, when- 
ever your Excellency has occasion to send t o tha t City, if 
the rider may be directed this wayrSd to call on me for 
the convenience of my despatches I may have occasion to 
forwaid by him. Fessenden has passed this wa y more than 
once.: ."_".;.". : ' " r ";.zziVz~znz:~.zz~.'~~ 

I am, with great esteem and regard. Sir, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 
To His Excellency General Washington. 



i,B',-*wT ' l V • 



AI-BANT. COMMITTEE TO NEW-TORK CONGfiTTSS.; 

Albany Committee Chamber, July 17, 1775. 

Gent lemen l Enclosed you have four letters, three frop 
Captain Edmunston to different persons in Europe, which 
we had appointed a Committee to peruse, who report that 
they judge it proper they should be sent open to the Pro- 
vincial Congress for their inspection. The other js:k letter 
from Colonel Guy Johnson, which we received with a 
verbal hcense r to open it, which we have presumed Jo do, 
and have. even taken upon us to give General Schuyler a 
copy thereof, which we hope you will put thejlest con- 
struction upon. 

We arejGendemen, your very humble servants." By 
order pj^^rmnjtlee, Abraham Yates, Jr. 

To the Gentlemen of the Provincial Congress. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBPLJC TO GI TORAL jCTimVFRT '_ "~ 

Lebanon, July 17", 1775. 
Sir: I have to acknowledge the "receipt of your favour 
of the tenth instant, which came ■per Bennet. Per same 
hand I received a letter from Colonel Hinma n, at Ticonde- 
roga, in which he says, "There are ittrany Things which the 
Act of Assembly provides for the soldiers, which they never 
have as yet received, which occasions: TnurmuTingsJnd dis- 
content among them, and much weakens my authority." 
Copy of the Act of oar Assembly has been forwarded some 
time ago to the Provincial Convention of New - York ; our 
Commissary, Mr. EUsha Phelps, has aJsoa copy. If New- 
York does not supply our Troops/ as theyhave a_ right to 
expect, this Colony must fulfil their engagements thero- 
seLves ; pray your interpositionin thisjnatter. 

I have received from Qo)one\ Himian jnd I others;, very 
favourable accounts of the disposition '"of "theJJanadians 
towards the general cause, and their disfre tjiatour Army 
might penetrate into their Province/ Suppose yotr are 
fujjy acquainted with this intelligence, shall therefore only 
trouble you with _ some information O ave received from 
Captain John Eigehw,^ gentlema n oflSa rtford, who was 
lately sent by our Assembly into C anada , as an escort to 
some ladies taken at Skewsborovgh, whom we thought 
proper to return to their Friends in that Province. He is 
returned, and informs there are about three hundred and 
fifty of the King's Troops at 'St. John's'one hundred at 
Montreal, and forty at Chambly. Those at St^ John's 
keep a good look dot ; have picketed" in an acre _or two 
of ground, in which they have sortie field-pieces not yet 
mounted. He understands there wenra number of batteaus, 
and two floating batteries, building just below St. John's. 
The officers boasted to him the number of Ca nadians and 
Indians they were able to raise, but he says it is certain 
theylarenot sure of one man. Wheat is six ajncLsix pence, 
stejjing money, per bushel, arid is almost all" purchased for 
the King's Troops at Boston and Canada. Was informed 
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that the Canadians, almost to a man, were praying for our 
people to come into their country, or they must be obliged, 
for their own safety, to join the King's Troops, &c. He 
did not see more than six or seven Indians at St. John's. 
Nothing of importance has lately occurred at our camps 
near Boston. I am, &c, J. Trumbull. 

ToJVIajor-General Schuyler. 



Newport, Rhode-Island, July 20, 1775. 
On Monday night, the seventeenth of July, two men be- 
longing to the Swan, Captain Ayscough, being on shore, 
sawfit to Attempt an escape from their old and detested 
habitation ; their design, by the bye, was communicated to 
no individual of the Town. The next day, viz. the eigh- 
teenth, A. M., two or three of the ferry-boats which pass 
between^Newport and Connecticut, were fired upon and 
brought to, an event so singular that two respectable mem- 
bers of the Committee waited upon Captain Ayscough to 
know the reason. He told them that two of his men, the 
night before, were sent on shore upon some errand and had 
not returned ; added that he was confident the inhabitants 
knew where they were, and that they were detained by 
them, purposely. The two gentlemen declaredtbemselves 
ignoran t of the ma tter, and believed the whole Town to 
be ; however, to pacify Captain Ayscough, they assured 
him that they would summon the Committee together, 
inquire into the affair, &c, withal, desiring Captain Ays- 
cough to write a letter to the Committee, stating his griev- 
ance ; this he did, and they promised to wait on him with 
an answer in the afternoon. As the Captain's letter was 
rather in the threatening style, the Committee could not 
help inquiring what he meant thereby, and assured him in 
their reply, that they were not to be intimidated, and did 
n -9t- ^.'5^ themselves, by any means, accountable for the 
desertiop oFany of his men. Captain Ayscough /read the 
letter with considerable composure, folded it up, and then 
gave i it to < Wallace, Captain of the Rose, Ayscough at this 
time being on board Wallace's ship. Captain Wallace im- 
mediately flew into a most terrible passion^ threw the letter 
d°™ in a viole nt fit of rage, damned the Committee,' the 
Congress, Jkc^, swore at Ayscough for writing to such a 
damned parcel of rebels, and declared that if he knew the 
two gentlemen, who were then present, to be of the Com- 
mittee, they never should go ashore again. They endea- 
voured to pacify him, but in vain ; he swore repeatedly, 
that if there was a God in Heaven, the Town should be 
destroyed before morning ; that he was a King's officer and 
would not be insulted, Sic. Hereupon the two gentlemen 
left th6_ship. A signal gun was instantly discharged, and 
the three pirates in the harbour, and their tender, immedi- 
ately weighed anchor and came close in with the Town; 
theilLtomkins were taken out, the marines on board beat up 
to arms, and all the hostile preparations imaginable going 
forward against a defenceless seaport, consisting (exclusive 
of the men) of not less than six thousand WQijienand chil- 
dren. About ha.lf past nine in the evening, a cannon was 
discharged from the Rose, when many really thought the 
firing on the Town was begun. JBetween tne hours often 
and eleven, the same night, a packet arrived from Provi- 
dence with seven or eight passengers ; she was stopt, and 
a place appointed for her to near the Swan. The passen- 
gers were seized, made to tell all their names, and confined 
as prisoners, rrepearedjy styled rebels, with the most horrid 
oaths annexed ; a guard with drawn swords kept over them 
during the night; the late infamous Proclamation of a truce- 
breaking Gage, was hung close by them, which lhey~were 
fearful they would be compelled to sign, or else abide the 
consequence therein denounced. It is worthy of obser- 
vation, that during this period the three Captains were 
together on board the Rose, playing cards, drinking, ca- 
rousing, Sic. About one or two o'clock next morning; viz. 
Wednesday, one of the Swan's men returned, and in order, 
it i s su 



to save himself from a flogging, as" it was 
necessary for him to give some account of himself, he 
invented the following lie, and swore to it upon the holy 
evangelists, namely : " That the Rhode-Island .. 'rebels, had 
taken bun ancThis companion, and wanted that they should 
enlist _among them to fight against the King, but "that they 
refused ; and because they did that, the rebels gagge'd IKem, 
and then carried them to Providence jail, but that he broke 



away, and travelled thirty miles to go on board again." 
The Captains of the pirates either believed this gross and 
inconsistent falsehood, or fain would make the inhabitants 
think so ; accordingly it was taken down in writing, sent on 
shore, and satisfaction demanded, or the Town should cer- 
tainly be laid in ashes that very day. Another cannon was 
now discharged, four ferry-boats and two wood sloops seized, 
quantities of tar, and other inflammatory combustible matter 
put into the same, in order to set on fire, and send into the 
wharves, as a more expeditious way of destroying the 
Town than by cannon only; the cannon, at the same time, 
were to be fired on every part of the Town ; the Court- 
House, Doctor Stiles's Meeting-House, and the Printing 
Office, were first of all to feel the effects of this horrid plot. 
The most terrible parade was kept up by those low minis- 
terial tools till near two o'clock, P. M., when two persons 
of undoubted veracity (farmers, within two or three miles 
of the Town,) went on board the Swan. One of these 
gentlemen assured the Captains of the three ships, that be 
saw the stragglers, for whose desertion such terrible confu- 
sion had ensued, in his corn-field on Tuesday morning, and 
described them ; the other gentleman declared that he saw 
them on Tuesday afternoon, where he was making hay, 
and likewise described them, for they told these gentlemen 
bow tb_ey had made their escape from the Swan, and were 
determined not to go back again. After fully proving that 
they knew the men, by pointing out the one who had re- 
turned, notwithstanding four others were first produced, in 
order to deceive them, they (viz. the two gentlemen,) came 
on shore, when all at once the boats and prisoners were 
dismissed, the ships weighed anchor, and stood up the river. 
Let every honest American rise tip inopposition to such 
inhuman, and, must we_ add, when speaking of Britons too, 
worse than savage cruelty. To prepare^after so hostile.a 
manner, to destroy thousands of lives, and ruin vast estates, 
merely because two.drunken wretches had fled from a ship 
under tire command of a petty tyrant, is what will make a 
considerable figure itt some future page, when our many 
trials are handed down to" posterity by some able historian. 



LANCASTER (MASSACHUSETTS) COMMITTEE. 

Lancaster, WorcesferCounty7 July 17, TI7757 
_._ Whereas, N ahum Houghton being complained o? as be- 
ing an enemy to his Country, by officiating as an unwearied 
pedlar of that baneM herb. Tea, and otherwise rendering 
himself odious to the inhabitants of this Town ; and not- 
withstanding being-warned, he did not appear before the 
Committee that his political principles might be known: 
This, therefore, agrgeajile to a vote of said To wn, is to 
caution all. friends to the community to entirely shun his 
company, and have no manner of dealings or connections 
with him, except acts of common humanity. 

John Prescott, Chairman. 

- NEW-HAMPSHIRE ASSEMBLY: " '"' 

. . Friday, July 14, 1775. 
The Deputy Secretary brought down a written Message 
from his Excellency, as follows, viz: . 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly : 

I find by your votes of the 13th of last month, that you 
have taken upon you to exclude three returned members, 
called by the King J s writ, from sitting and voting in the 
House of Assembly, thereby depriving Jhe ^lectors of their 
privilege, and a whole County of any representation in the 
Legislature. You must be sensible that . I cannot, consistent 
with my duty, pass by a measure so essentially infringing on 
His. Majesty's prerogative .and the 'Tights of the people ; 
and I do, therefore, recommend to you to rescind the vo te 
for excluding the said three membersJFom the House, that 
they may be entirely free to ..take, thelrlseats without inter- 
ruption, according to the constant usage heretofore prac- 

11 -• «i_ A: WjENTWOHTHv; 

Fort William and. Mary, New-Hampshire, July '14, 1775. " 

Voted, That Captain Z>angdon, 7 Colonel Bartlett, Doc- 
tor Thompson, and Meshech Weare, Esq., be a Committee 
to prepare an Mswer to his; Excelfency's Speech of this 
dayv '- - ; ' :i "=*" ' ■-■ ■■-■ : ~"t^;IZ~^~" i "" :s "~ 

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 
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M§ 1 - •iSSQldiPg to adjournment. 
" The Committee appointed to prepare an Answer to his 
Excellency's Message of this day, reported, that they had 
prepared one ; which was read, and is as follows, viz ; 

May it please your Excellency : 

In answer to your Excellency's Message of this day, 
wherein you desire that this House would rescind their vote 
of the 13th of last month, respecting their dismission of 
the three members for the County of Grafton, who were 
called by the King's writ only, without an act of Govern- 
ment for that purpose ; we are sorry to .find that your 
ExcefTency should intimate that our dismissing said mem- 
bers was depriving the electors of their privileges, as we 
did not apprehend that any one person in the English 
Empire could have had such an idea ; and trust that the 
good people of the County of Grafton will not think that 
we have deprived them of any part of their rights or pri- 
vileges, by our dismissing the said members ; a? it is very 
notorious that this and former Houses of Assembly have 
long wished that this Province might be more generally 
represented in a constitutional way, and have long endea- 
voured that an act of Government -might be passed ena- 
bling the Governour to issue writs to such Towns to send 
me mbers as might be provided for in said act, (as is the 
case in the other Governments on this Continent,) but have 
not been able to have such an act established, for what 
reasons^your Excellency may know better than we do, As 
th e Council are appointed for this. Province by the Crown, 
we think it not only a cruel, but an arbitrary stretch of 
prerogative, for your Excellency to issue writs to such 
Towns as you think proper, to send Representatives with- 
out t he concur r ence of t he other branches of the Legisla- 
turejherein > for by that means the Representatives, as well 
as the Council, would in effect be chosen by the Crown. 
We cannot tbTnTc~tnaf such an attempt was, ejer made In 
any other Government within the English Dominions. 
Upon the whole, this House have determined, unanimously, 
as they lookTupon it as their undoubted right and privilege 
to^regulate themselves, not to rescind their said vote. 

We would also Inform your Excellency that we have 
beerr_ expecting that you would order the Treasurer's ac- 
counts to be laid before the House, agreeable to your pro- 
mise, that we might be thereby enabled to proceed in the 
ordinary business of the Government; but are sorry to 
findjthat your Excellency has ordered the Treasurer not to 
lay them before the House, as he informs usv We hope 
that~yl)u^^T~dIrecrtFat we may be furnished therewith as 
spoVas "possible, as you must be sensible that it is not only 
vei^fexpensfve, but very disagreeable to us to be from our 
respective "places of abode at this season of the year. 

Which report of the Committee being considered, 
Voted, That ii be presented to his Excellency in answer 
to his Mes sag"e~to the House of this day. 

,.-!'-'■;. ■ -. ^«y; iTX-- - t Monday, July 17, 1775. 
Some of the Members met, according to adjournment. 
The Deputy Secretary, by his Excellency's direction, 
adjourned" iFe General Assembly till to-morrow ten o'clock. 

Tuesday, July 18, 1775. 

Some of the IVIembers being met, the Deputy Secretary 
brought down the following Message fiom his Excellency, 
viz:_ 

Mr. Speaker and 

'Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

In reply to yorrr answer to my Message of yesterday, 
cbbcern1tTg"yorjrT0te for excluding the three members re- 
turned fo r three Towns jnjhe County of Grafton, by vir- 
tue of the King's writ, I would observe, that in the early 
state of Nciv-Hajnpshire, when the Massachusetts- Bay 
exercise.djurisdiction over the inhabitants, a commission 
Was issued by King Charles the Second, appointing a Pre- 
sident and Council to govern the Province, according to 
the methods and regulations specified in the said commis- 
sion. This laid the foundation of the Constitution by 
which the Province "hath since been governed ; and the 
people, by their acceptance and acquiescence in the frame 
of Government then given them, bound themselves' to 
tnsftltain the same.^ZT ., T ' . 



Among other things, the President and Council were 
authorized to issue writs for calling a General Assembly. 
It hath ever since been the invariable practice, as circum- 
stances made it reasonable to extend representation in the 
Province, to call the members by the King's writ ; it is a 
part of the Constitution first established by the aforesaid 
commission, and ever since preserved unaltered ; and you 
all came by your seats in the House in the same constitu- 
tional way ; and the laws of the Province rest upon this 
foundation. It is true that some contention was heretofore 
made by a former House, on this point, but after a long 
and fruitless controversy, the House thought it advisable 
at length to proceed to business with the new members iu 
the established course. 

Since my administration, three new members have been 
called from three Towns in the County of Cheshire, and they 
took their seats without interruption. Upon petitions to the 
Governour and Council from the inhabitants of the County 
of Grafton, it seemed equally reasonable to extend to them 
the same privilege, expressly given by President Cutt's 
commission, and secured by constant usage since, which 
was done in the usual form with advice of Council, It does 
not now appear, either by a general view of this practice, 
or any particular instance, that it hath not been exercised 
for the advantage of the people ; and as there is no reason 
at present to apprehenddanger from the influence of the 
Crown, the argument you make use of to support or justify 
your refusal of the new members, has, in itself, in reality, 
very little weight, more especially as provision is established 
by law for regulating the election of Assembly-men, and 
their qualifications.' 

In short, a Constitution has been given to this Province, 
which the people have accepted, and lived happily and 
prospered under, and I apprehend their interest will be 
much better Consulted by adhering to that Constitution, 
than by any innovations or attempts fo alter or subvert it, 
especially in a point of inherent right and prerogative of 
His Majesty, which cannot be suffered to be violated or in- 
fringed. 

The Treasurer's accounts are prepared, and I should 
have ordered them to be laid before the House, but my 
duty calls uponme to take care that no members, constitu- 
tionally returned to the Assembly, should be excluded from 
their privilege of acting freely in all matters of business 
that may come before the General Assembly. No incon- 
venience can as yet be occasioned- by these accounts, as a 
sufficient number of members to make a House did not 
attend till yesterday, and then (as I understand) but a very 

thin House. . _.. 

I am sorry to observe, that it appears to me Com the 
determination not to rescind the. vote for excluding the 
three members for Plymouth, Lyme, and VOrford, that the 
House did not meet with a disposition to proceed upon the 
affairs of Xh^Prpyince. In hppes^ howe ver , that this bus i- 
ness "may acquire a more favourable consideratiOTinliTuIler 
House, of Assembly, ona future day, I think it my duty 
to adjourn the Genera] Assembly, and it is hereby adjourned 
accordingly, to Tuesday, the 28th of September next, at 
ten i o'clock iu. the morning, then "to > meeT at Hthe rState- 
House in Portsmouth. J. Wentwobth. 

Fort William and Mary, New.Hampshire, 3uly "15" "1775." 



- _ _ ^JUmdon, July 18, 1775. 

Yesterday se'nnight arrived at WMIeh^en,fheMolly, 
Captain Mitchinson, in twenty-six days from Norfolk, tn 
Virginia. She was not suffered to land her cargo in Nor- 
folk. The Committee was calle d_anj[ expresses sent to 
Alexandria, where a Congress was sitting. The Captain 
was seized, and with much difficulty and solicitation escaped 
tar and feathers. One f the mercha nts jwho resides a t 
Norfolk, requested that the vessel might proceed with her 
cargo to Quebeck, which was refused ; nor would the Com- 
mittee suffer it to be transhipped into another vessel be- 
longing to the company, then loading "for Whi tehaven ; nor 
allow the Molly to take in the tobac co which w as prepared 
for her, but compelled the merchant to send the c argo back 
in the same bottom, without dimi nution or addition, to be 
landed a t Whitehaven ; for tne pe rforma nce of which th ey 
obligedjiim to give a bonTl ofjhree thousand Pounds. 
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J0HF STUART, SUPERINTENDENT OTTNDIAN ATTXTRS, TO 

COMMITTEE OF INTELLIGENCE, CHARLESTOWN, S. C. 

St. Augustine, July 18, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I am now to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letters of 21st and 29th June, by express. In the 
former, yotrare pleased to acquaint, by order of the Provin- 
cial Congress, that I stand in a very unfavourable lighjt 
with, the jjublick; but you have not thought proper to ac- 
quaint me of what I am accused, and upon what evidence 
the publick has conceived an unfavourable opinion of me. 
You must be conscious of the impropriety of desiring me 
to answer in my own vindication to a charge which is not 
stated. And here I must beg permission to say, that my 
services to your Province have merited very^different sen- 
timents than you tell me they entertain of me, and much 
better treatment than I have received. 

1 am sorry that it is not in my power to comply with 
your requisition, of sending you copies of all my corres- 
pondence on Indian affairs with Administration, the Com- 
mander-In -Chief of his Majesty's Forces, and my Deputies. 
But I hope it will be sufficient to assure you, most faith- 
fully, that 1 have always considered myself to be most 
effectually discharging my duty to the King, and fulfilling 
his intentions, when employed in securing the friendship 
and affection of the Indian Nations to his Majesty's Pro- 
vinces^ ^nd in preventing, as far as in my power, jealousies 
arising from encroachments and mutual violences. And the 
long uninterrupted tranquillity which your frontiers have 
enjoyed, without any expense to the Province, during the 
past thirteen years of my superintendency, evinces that my 
endeavours have not been unavailing. And this will appear 
in a clearer point of view, if you will contrast the state of 
Indian affairs, and the expense to the Province, during the 
above period, with that of the thirteen preceding years. 
I never have received any orders from my superiours which, 
by the most tortured construction, could be interpreted to 
spirit up, or employ the Indians to fall upon the frontier 
inhabitants; or to take any part" in the disputes between 
Great Britain and her Colonies. And I do not know 
that any part of my conduct, through alj the various scenes 
of my life, can fix upon me the imputation of cruelty or 
inhumanity, 'or induce a belief that I could wantonly use 
any influence with Indians to make them fall upon inno- 
cent people. 

Yet such an opinion has been most industriously pro- 
pagated; although it is absolutely impossible that it could, 
or can be supported by any evidence of the least credibili- 
ty. And I will venture to say, that every one, and all of you 
do, in your consciences, believe the charge to be false. I 
therefore think I have a right to call upon you, as men of 
honour, to efface the impression it has made on the minds of 
the people. 

With respect to the warm expressions in my letter to 
Colonel Howarth, I cannot help thinking them in some 
measure justified, by your being authorized by the Con- 
gress to tell me thatj stand in a very unfavourable light 
with the publick. What can have placed me in such an 
unfavourable light, but calumnious falsehoods, which endan- 
gered my life and property? I know not the authors, and 
shall not repeat illiberal epithets; you know what are suit- 
able to such characters. 

You are pleased to say, that jmy estate is a security for 
the good behaviour of the Indians in the Southern Depart- 
ment: Tt Is disagreeable that my all should be held by so 
precarious a tenure as their behaviour ; which, in a great 
measqrer'will depend upon the conduct of the inhabitants of 
the Provinces.: yet your must allow, that holding my per- 
sonal safety and life itself on such terms, would be more so. 
His ^^ Wajesty Y service wfll. necessarily detain me here some 
months .longer. 

My little eslate in your Province was purchased under 
the protection of the Taws of my Country. I have always 
considered both life ancT fortune as pledged for my dutiful 
obedient Jo_ the TKingp and the laws. As I ani pot con- 
scious of having transgressed, I hope for that security to 
my property, which is inseparable from the idea of a vir- 
tuous rang" well-policed community ; and as power is now in 
your hands, I doubtnoj but I shall find this security from 
your justice,. ; 

Your letter of the 29th renders it necessary for me to 



tell you, that some time before I left Ckarhstown I had 
received information of a design to seize my person; and 
in order to give a colour to such a.jstep, a report was in- 
dustriously propagated of my having sent to call down the 
Indians. Immediately after my removal from Charles* 
town to my plantation on Lady's Island, it was reported, 
that in consequence of my orders, thirty-four families on 
the frontiers had been murdered by the Cherokees. When 
I was at Georgia, I had information that Captain Joyner 
and Mr, Barnwell, two members of the Provincial . Con- 
gress, had returned to Beaufort ; where, by most defamato- 
ly reports and insinuations, they endeavoured to blacken my 
character, and render me obnoxious Jo the people ; giving 
out that my haying called down the Indians was proven 
before the Congress ; that great "quantities of arms and 
ammunition were shipped for me to arm thje.jVegroes and 
Indians; and that it was now discovered tbaj I . hadspld Fprf 
London, and was the instrurnentof getting the garrison 
massacred; and Captain Joyner showed at the publick mus- 
ter-field, in St. Helena, printed bills, containing the above, 
and other false accusations. • _".." -—--■--— 

... From thence they went to Savannah, and in the night 
had a meeting with the Committee, of which Sir James 

Wright gave me notice early next morning, and advised 
me to take steps for the security of my person. I according- 
ly prevailed upon Captain Grant, of the St. John, armed 
schooner, to land me. at St. Augustine, where the business 
of my department called me. But before I embarked, I 
saw some of the .members of. the Committee, and read to 
them some part of my correspondence with my Deputies, 
which they communicated to you. They candidly told 
me that the people were much enraged; and they could 
not answer for the safety of my persoif. I then thought It 
high time to provide for my safety ; and went on board 
the St. John, armed schooner, at Cockspur. 

I have since been informed, that two boats were sent 
down the river in pursuit. of me ; and from the schooner I 
saw several armed canoes, said to be commanded by Cap- 
tain Joyner and Mr. Barnwell, who, before they left 
Beaufort, gave out they were to receive and conduct me 
back to Charlestown. The armed schooner, however, pro- 
ceeded the next day for this place, where T landed In a 
very weak condition; and this, gentlemen, you are pleased 
to call a precipitate departure, though I shalFever consider 
it as a most fortunate escape. :~ 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

John St£art_. 

To William Henry Drayton, James Parsons, John Lemis 
Gervais, Arthur Middleton, William Tennent, and 
Thomas Heyicard, Jun., Esquires. 

SUSSEX COUNTT (DELAWARE ) COMMITTEE. 

Dagsberry, July 18, 1775. 
To the Publick, ""."".. 

Notwithstanding the many rumours and intimations that 
have been frequently spread, that Thomas Robinson, Esq., 
of Sussex on Delaware, was counteracting the wise^prudent, 
and manly measures recommended by the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress, to put a stop to the calamities of Ame- 
rica, and, if possible, avert Ministerial vengeance, which, 
like a torrent with increasing violence, is rushing dowiron 
our heads, yet the Committee, out of tenderness to his 
character, (as no vouchers appeared,) considered those 
vague reports as not worthy their, notice, and therefore 
declined making inquiry into them. But Mr. JRobinson, 
weakly imagining that this tenderness i and lenityproceeded 
from fear, began to vaunt and exult, and with an effrontery 
ever the companion of ignorance, proceeded morir openly 
and boldly to stamp his vile and slavish Ministerial prin- 
ciples upon the weak and unwary, over too many of whom, 
in the forests of Sussex and Maryland, by means ofhls 
office and store, he has indeed top mujhlnjjuehce. 

Since which time the Sub-Committee met aj Dagsberry, 
the 18tb July, 1775; and receiving' Information, clothed 
with better circumstances, ordered the authors immediate- 
ly to be brought before them ; who deposed as follow : 

Peter Watson, being duly sworn upon the Holy Evange- 
lists of Almighty God, deposeth anisaith : that on Mon- 



Fourth Series.-— Vol. ii. 



106 



i .mlltii J iAi....» i •■*•*•>*><■ mi)tk : riii '■ 



v¥'' 



**p*»i 



1683 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, JULY, 1775. 



16S4 



-,%: 



K---« 



id 



b-.£^l-_f : £ tl . 



day, the 10th of this instant; July, being at Robinson's 
store, on the head of Indian River, he saw John Gozlin, 
^, erk t0 JSid, Robinson, weigh and sell two small parcels of 
Bohea Tea, one of which he delivered to a girl, the other 
to Leatherberry Barker's wife; which aforesaid Tea he 
too^ out of a large canister, that he judged would hold about 
twelve or Jifteen pounds. And further saith not. 

. 4 * : ' : Peter Watson. 

Swqrn^toand subscribed this 18th day of July, 1775: 
belore w John Dagworthy. 

True copy : Simon Kollock, Clerk. 

, # ■ ' ■ "■ ' ;• ■•"'.■■■■ ■' ■ '- 1 ' ■ . • 

Robert Butcher, being duly sworn on the Holy Evange- 
list of Almighty God, deposeth and saith : that bein An 
company with Thomas Robinson, Esq., the said Robinson 
asked him what those Committees were doing ; he told him 
they were advising the people to muster, in order to defend 
their liberties. Robinson replied, that they were a pack 
°[ M?> forjl.was taking up arms against the King ; and 
that our Charters were not annihilated, changed, or altered 
\. the ]at <L Acts ? f , Parliament, and therefore we ought to 
■?? e X ™ e _-Kjpg, and tn °se that were put in authority under 
hrm y and that the great people were only leading the poor 
into a premunire, and after they had done it, they would 
not help them out of it. And further saith not. 

Robert Butcher. 



The above Report, after being well weighed and con- 
sidered, was unanimously voted to be insulting and inju- 
rious. 

And therefore, unanimously Resolved, That Thomas 
Robinson, Esq., be immediately held forth to the publick 
as an enemy to his Cduntry, and a contumacious opposer 
of liberty and the natural rights of mankind ; wherefore, 
all persons are hereby enjoined to break off all dealings 
and commercial connections with the said Robinson. 

By order of the Chairman : 

Slmon Kollock, Clerk. 

N. B. The above 'Squire Robinson, while he attends 
the patnotick Assembly at New- Castle, never fails to vote 
with them, as we learn from other members, while for many 
years he raises a party here against the same measures. 




,J.wom .to and subscribed this 18th day of July, 1775 ; 
■ ji?r e .., *^„~i..,. .->■.,.- < John Dagworthy. 

^Tweoopy: Simon Kollock, Clerk. 

Nathaniel Mitchell, being duly sworn on the Holy 
Evangelist of Almighty God, deposeth and saith : that 
being in company with Thomas Robinson, Esq., and talk- 
ing of some publick matters, the said Robinson declared, 
that the present Congress were an unconstitutional body of 
ra f" ' a ?4 j! S0 A t h at „ t J 1 . e g reat men were pushing on the 
common' people between them and all danger. And further 
saith.not. Nathaniel Mitchell. 

Sworn to and subscribed this 18th day of July, 1775 ; 
before . ,. , John Dagworthy. 

True copy: Simon Kollock, Clerk. 

Mr. Robinson's conduct thus palpably appearing, and 
leaving no further doubt with respect to the measure he 

■ was .industriously pursuing, the Clerk was ordered to sum- 
mon him to appear at the house of William Newbold, on 
Saturday, the 22d of July; which citation is as follows: 

"Sir : In consequence of repeated suggestions and infor- 
mations lodged against you, the Committee of Inspection 

jfor tlie proposed new County, met at Dagsberry, the 19th 
or July, 1775; Colonel John Dagworthy in the Chair: 
and aftermaturely and dispassionately considering the seve- 
ral charges exhibited against you, were unanimously of 
opinion, that you ought to be cited to attend the General 
Committee at the house of William Newbold. on Satur- 
day next, the 22d of this instant, in order to satisfy them 
with respect to the many heavy charges alleged against 

yfflje :::';: ™:r _::::. .:.:...' ° a - 

" In strict, obedience to which resolution, I do hereby 
serid you this notification, that you do attend at the house 
of WilliarnSNewboTd, on Saturday, the 22d of this instant 
July, at ten o'clock, A, M, ' 

t1t ,„.- - ^-iJLii-'j' :," John Jones, Clerk pro tern. 

" William Newbold's, July 22, 1775." 

The General Committee met according to adjournment. 
Eighty members present. Colonel John Dagworthy in 
the Chair, ^ ; ,; 

When Efisha Cottingham appeared, and being duly 
sworn on tlkHoly Evangelist of Almighty God, deposeth 
and saith : jhaLon ihe 21st of this instant, he delivered the 
above chatjon tp : Thomas Robmson, Esq., who desired him 
to give his compliments to the gentlemen of the Commit- 
tee, and acquaint them that he did not, nor could not, think 
of coming before them, unless he could bring forty or fifty 
armed men with him. And further .saith riot. 

"-J1-.T5 ■:■'•- . . - Elisha Cottingham. 

Sworn to and. subscribed this 22d day of July, 1775; 
before .._ John Dagworthy. 

True copy: Simon Kollock, Clerk. 



NEW-YORK DELEGATES TO COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, July 18, 17 75. 

Gentlemen: We are honoured with your despatches 
of the 12th and 15th instant, and detained the express till 
after the rising of the Congress this day, in expectation of 
giving you the establishment of the Army, which' is report- 
ed, but not fully confirmed and perfected ; but to our <rcat 
concern, such was the state of the business before the House, J 
that we were disappointed. We shall, however, seize the ~ 
first opportunity to draw this important -point to a conclu- 
sion. In the mean time, as your Troops are sure of beino- 
placed on an equal footing with their neighbours, it is hoped 
the difficulty will not be insurmountable. This is all the 
satisfaction which we can at present give you on that head. " 

From a want of proper directions from those who had — 
the charge of transporting the powder for the use of Major- " 
General Schuyler's department, from this City to Eliza- " 
bethtown, it has unfortunately been delayed on the road. 

We. could do no more than complain, The fault will be 

repaired, and you may expect it soon. 2. 

We are not insensible to the distress to which you must " 
be reduced, for the want of money, arms, and powder. 
With the first, you will soon be supplied. The difficulties 
attending an emission so uncommon, of which the necessary 
guards against counterfeits is not the least, has rendered its 
progress very tedious. We can give you no assurances of _ ' 
a supply of arms and ammunition from this quarter. Every -" 
scheme which could be devised to procure • them from__ 
abroad, has been pursued, and on their success, and the 
efforts of the different Colonies, we must depend ; for in 
the Southern Provinces there is very little, and none "to be _ " 
spared. Some blankets are to be bad in this City, which M 
will be purchased as soon as the money is issued, 1_ 

We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient servants, 

Lewis Morris, Philip Livingston. ~" 
James Duane, Henry Wisner, 
Committee of Safety, Neiv-York. ~ 



DOCTOR J. MALLETT TO WILLIAM ALLMON. 
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Ship Asia, New-York, July 18, 1775. 
Sir: Relying on your discretion and prudence, I have 
to request your assistance in an affair that I imagine will 
require some dexterity to manage properly, fwant to 
have a few article* out of the medicine store put on board 
Captain Vandeput's Ship, to be sent here, if you think it 
Can be done so as not to be observed. Yon must con- 
sult with Bowden about it, who has the care of them • 
and 1 hope will meet with no difficulty in putting into 
the man-of-war boat at Blunders house, at noon day, to 
avoid susp.c.on, a box of lint, the two boxes pul v. Peru- 
vian, one do. Sal Glaub. The pot of camphire, and what 
opium there is packed in another small box. If you can't 
easily send all. these articles, the box of lint, which is 
most wanted, may be easily carried under the' arm ■ as 
also the camphire and opium. Scrape off the marks, and 
after it is on board, direct it for me at this place. Be 
cautious how you open the front part of the store I 
believe you will find the key at Mrs. Rcid's; as Mr, 
Wallett tells me she left all the keys with her; you will 
leave them there again when you have got out the above 
articles. I hope Bowden will take all the care he can 
both of the medicines and bedding store, and <mo me 
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immediate notice if any one offers to meddle with them ; 
and tell them from me, that I will take care he shall be 
satisfied for his trouble^ If the key should not be there, 
1 must get you to write to Mrs. Mathtt, or to so up, if 
necessary, to kno w whe re it is put. I left them" all in a 
drawer of my desk, and I dare say you will find them at 
Mr,s. lleid's, as I know that of the bedding store is there. 
I should be glad of a bale or two of old sheets, but am 
afraid it will be difficult to get them. Don't risk any thing, 
but first let me know if it is practicable to get them, and 
several other articles I want, out of the medicine store on 
some future occasion. Captain Kingston, who brings you 
this, has directions to find you or Bowden, and give you all 
the assistance he can, and will take care of whatever you 
give iriig h]s_ Qharge. There are some lancets, needles, 
scalpels, and pocket instruments, in one of my drawers 
also ; if they could be got at, I should be glad they were 
sent here, but I fear Mrs. Mallett has the keys in the coun- 
try. Mr. Bruce will write to you on this subject, to enjoin 
your transacting this business with all imaginable precau- 
tion; and be assured you will, in return, meet with every 
thing to serve you in the power of your assured friend, 

J. Maklett. 
To Mr. William Allmon, at Dr. Bruce' s, New-York, per 
fa vonrof Captain Kingston 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO G0VERN0UR TRUMBULL. 

Ticonderoga, July 18, 1775. 

•; Sir : Tour favour of the first July I only had the honour 

> to receive on the fifteenth, on my way to this place, where 

> 1 am ved this day. Be assured, Sir, that every recommen- 

£, dation of yours will claim my particular attention. I left 

*» Captain Ehsha Phelps to forward the stores from Al- 

$ bany, wherejig will remain, unless the necessity of the 

Ntf service should oblige me to call him elsewhere. If any 

opportunity offers in which 1 can employ Captain Noah 

t helps, 1 shall embrace it with alacrity. I find the Troops 

irom yourColony, under the command of Colonel Hinman, 

destitute of tents, an^ article they much stand in need of, 

being now crowded into bad barracks, which I fear will be 

productive of disease. Should it be impossible to procure 

the materials for making tents in your Colony, they may 

possibly be famished by the New-York Congress, which 

..can .rnakraro material difference, as it_will probably be a 

Continental charge. Colonel Hinman informs me that fat 

Rattle were-expecred up from Connecticut for the Troops 

here. I had ordered Mr. Walter Living stdn to purchase 

a hundred head. Should your Honour learn that he has 

. succeeded, .t will supersede the necessity of sending any 

until a future- rernyisMoii. ° . 

Permit me, Sir, to assure you of my respect' and esteem, 
and that I am your Honour's most obedientjmd very hum- 
ble servant, .._. Philip Schuyler. 
The Honourable Jonatlian Trumbull, Esq. 

P. S. Colonel Hinman begs his respects. Be pleased 
to forward theJe : ttersJor General Washington by the next 



as what follows in this paragraph, I pray may be entre 
nous, for reasons I need not suggest. About ten o'clock 
lastnight I arrived at the landing place, the north end of 
Lake George, a post occupied by a captain and one hun- 
dred men. A sentinel, on being informed I was in the 
boat, quitted his post to go and awake the guard/consisting 
of three men, in which he had no success. I walked up 
and came to another, a sergeant's guard. Here the sentinel 
challenged, but suffered me to come up to him, the whole 
guard, like the first, in the soundest sleep. With a pen- 
knife only I could have cut off both guards, and then have 
set fire to the block-house, destroyed the stores, and starved 
the people here. At. this post I have pointedly recom- 
mended vigilance and care, as all the stores from Fort 
George must necessarily be landed there. But I hope to 
get the better of this inattention. The^ officers "sind men 
are all good looking people, and decent in their deport- 
ment, and I really believe will make good "soldiers as 
soon as I can get the better of this nonchalance of theirs. 
Bravery, I beiieve, they are far from wanting. As soon as I 
am a little settled, I shall do myself the honour to send 
you a return of my strength both on land and water. 

I enclose your Excellency a copy of a letter from Col- 
one Johnson, with a copy of an examinalion of a person 
lately from Canada, contradictory of the accounts I gave 
you in my last from Saratoga. You will p"erceive thai he 
is gone to Canada. 1 hope Carleton,i( he should be able 
to procure a body of Indians, will" not be in a hurry to pay 
us a visit. I wish to be a little more decently prepared to 
receive him; in doing which, be assured I shall lose no 
time. \.. 

I have no way of sending you any letters, with a proba- 
hle hope of their coming to hand, unless bv express, or by 
the circuitous route of Hartford; by which" only, I can ex- 
pect to be favoured with a line from you. 

Generals Lee and Gates share with you in my warmest 
wishes. I shall devote the first hour I can call my own, 
to do myself the honour to write them. 

I am, most sincerely, your Excellency's obedient and 
Jramble servant, Philip Schuyler. 

-.=-*■£; ®" P erm " me, Sir, through you, to inquire the health 
of Colonel Reed, Major Mifflin, and Mr. Griffin. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVEBNOUR TRTOnWLL. 

Cambridge, July 18, 1775. 

Sir: Allow me to return you my sincere^ thanks for the 
kind wishes and favourable sentiments" expressed in yours 
of the thirteenth instant. As the cause of our common 
Country calls us bojh to an active andAng erous duty, I 
trust that Divine Providence, which wisely orders tj^affairs 
of men, will enable us to discharge it with fidelity'and suc- 
cess. , The uncorrupted choice of a brave and free people 
has raised you to deserved eminence. : ' " 

That the blessings of health, and the still greater bless- 
ing of long continuing to govern such a people, may be 
yours, is the sincere wish of, Sir, your, ike. ^ 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON./ 

Ticonderoga, July 18, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I do myself the honour to inform your Ex- 
cellency of my arrival at this place early this mornin* and 
as a persoais just going to Hartford, 1 sit down to° give 
you the little information I have procured. 
_ A Canadian, who twelve days ago left St. John's ad- 
vises me that General Carleton has about four hundred men 
at that place; that he has thrown up a strong intrench- 
ment, ;cove:red with chevaux-de-frise, picketed the ditch 
and secured it withjm aba«js ; that he has an advanced post 
of fifty men intrenched a league on this side; that there 
are many lndjjmsm Canada, but believes that neither they 
nor the Canadians will jom him; the latter he is sure will 
not, unlessicOTripelled by force. 

You will expect that I should say something about this 
place and thejrogps here. Hot one earthly thing for offence 
or defence ha^been done ; the commanding officer had no 
orders, hezonjy came to rWenforce the garrison, and he 
expected the General! TSut this, my dear General, as well 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GtfVERN%]ft TR^HbuXl/ 

Camp L July 18, 1775. 
Sir: It is with no small concern that I find the arrange- 
ment of General Officers made by the honourable" Conti- 
nental Congress has produced dissatisfaction.: As^ the Army 
is upon a general establishment, their Tight lo supersede and 
contract a Provincial one must be unquestionable, and in 
such a_cause I should hope every post would be deemed 
honourable which gave a man opportunity to serve his 
Country. 

A representation from the Congress of this Province 
with such remarks as occurred to me on this subject, is now 
before the Continental Congress. In the mean time, I beg 
leave to assure you that, unbiased by "iny private attach- 
ments, I shall studiously endeavour to feconcile Ihelr pre- 
tensions to their duty, and so dispose themes to'prevent 
as far as possible, any inconvenience tojhe publick service' 
from .this competition. " I have the honourjto be, kc. 

Gfl. VYashinltqn. 
To Goyernpur Trumbull. 7 
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'" +■& «■<*'.? JJ , ^ -Cambridge, July 21, 1775. 

Las , c $&^ a !/- Jul y IStli, the several Regiments quar- 
tered injtjiirTown^ being assembled upon the parade, the 
Reveiend Doctor Langdon, President of the College, read 
to "them, " A Declaration by the Representatives of the 
^".Lt^.XaJSflJfig.JjLjfeA America, now met in General 
5 5=£. e .!! at Philadelphia, setting forth the causes and 
, l? li ! § !!'y~^ t ^i r taking up arms." It was received with 
r eat applause, and the approbation of the Army, with that 
of ^ great number of other people, was immediately an- 
PfS^IL^by tnree huzzas. His Excellency the General, 
^l severa] other General Officers, &c, were present on 
the occ asion. 

Last Tuesday morning, July 18th, according to orders 
issued ..the Jay before by Major-General Putnam, all the 
Continental Troops under his immediate command assem- 
Wed at Prospect HiU, when the Declaration of the Conti- 
nental Congress was read; after which an animated and 
pathetick acTeiress to the Army was made by the Rev. Mr. 
Leonard, Chaplain to General Putnam's Regiment, and 
"stifcoMae|[Ty a pertinent prayer, when General Putnam 
g^e the signal, and the' whole Army shouted their loud 
dmen by three cheers, immediately upon which a cannon 
was nrecT from /the fort, and the standard lately sent to Gen- 
ivaX^Puj&ajm^wis exhibited flourishing in the air, bearing 
on °P\ s 9pj4i s i --lB?.tto>.".4 n appeal to Heaven," and on the 
other side, "Qui transtulit sustinet." The whole was con- 
ducterTwltn" the utmost decency, good order, and regular- 
ity, _ arid the universal acceptance of all present; and the 
Philistine^ on Bunker's Hill "heard the shout of the 
Israelite s, an d, being very fearful, paraded themselves in 
battle array." 



Capt. Cresap also, with his brave company, have marched. 
I need not say any thing of Captain Cresap' s undaunted 
courage; not an American but knows_ him to be an intrepid 
warriour, and of course he knows his men, and has culled 
them from the many. We are also in hourly expectation 
of Captain Stinson, with his brave company, in this Town, 
on his way to Boston. God grant them a speedy and 
happy arrival there. So many offered to join the above 
companies, that not one of them but might have had one 
hundred men at least. 



PISCATAWAY AND BLADENSBURGH (MARYLAND) COM- 
MITTEE. 



INSTRUCTIONS OF GEN. GAGE TO CAPT. CAMPBELL. 

By his Excellency the Honourable Thomas Gage, Gen- 
- , era {. a M.&&m n der-in- Chief of all His Majesty's 
Forces in North America, fyc, fyc, fyc. 

To Captain Duncan Campbell and Lieutenant Svmes: 

You are hereby directed to embark on board the Re- 
becca and Frances, transport, George Hastings, master, 
and proceed as fast as possible to New- York, where you 
are to receive on board your ship such men as may be 
inclined to serve His. Majesty; and you are particularly to 
attend to the arrival of ships expected from Scotland, and 
to procure as many men out of them as you possibly can ; 
an< ! y° u arc to d o your endeavour not to suffer any of those 
emigrants to j oin the rebels on shore, and to give every 
erJcbffrrfgenleltlo all the Scotch and other nations that 
Will join-ybu. Captain Vandeput, of His Majesty's Ship 
^swfwuTgive you all the assistance in his power, and 
with whom you will confer when there may be occasion ; 
you' will continue at New-York as long as the service you 
are upon rii^yTequife, when you are to return to thisplace 
with all expedition, bringing as many volunteers with you 
as you can procure. 

Given under my hand at Head-Quarters at Boston, this 
eighteenth Jay of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-five. Thomas Gage. 

By his Excellency's command: 

;,'', . Samuel Kemble. 



EXTRACT 0T A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN FREDE- 
' ' RIc"£TOW, J llRTLANfirTO HIS FRIEND IN BALTIMORE, 
DATED 4fLY"l'S, 1775. 

, . On Monday Jast Captain Morgan, from Virginia, with 
his company of riflemen, (all chosen,) marched through 
this place, on^their way to Boston. Their appearance 
was truly martial ; their spirits amazingly elated, breathing 
nothing but a desire to join the American Army, and to 
engage the enemies of American liberty. They were met 
about a mile out of Town by three companies, viz: Cap- 
W n Jy%'£^, om P an y of riflemen, Captain Grosji's and 
Captain Realty's companies of militia, and escorted a few 
wires.out^gf.Town, amidst the, acclamations of all the 
inhabi^r^ts„\^..,a.ttenj^..._them; and yesterday Captain 
Pnce.wiitjk company, also: marched, And surely never 
were two finer companies raised in any Country, more de- 
termined to conqueror die, than those two companies are. 



Prince George's County, July 13, 1775. 

The Committee of Inspection for Fiscataway and Bla- 
denslmrgh having had information that Goods had been 
sold and landed by some persons belonging to ships lyinc 
in the Eastern Branch of Potomack River, met this day 
a^t Kerbey's Landing, and chose Colonel Joshva Btall, 
Chairman : 

When Robert Miller, Master of the Ship Diana, was 
called before the Committee, and being asked if he had 
not sold or delivered to Mr. Henry Bradford a barrel of 
Porter, who, after some evasive answer, acknowledged he 
had made Mr. Bradford a present of a barrel of Porter, 
in consideration of sundry services be had done him last 
voyage, and others he ex'pected this present voyage. 

Mr. Bradford being then examined, acknowledged, that 
at the repeated and pressing requests of Captain Miller, 
he had accepted of a barrel, which he believed was Porter, 
though he had not tasted it since he received it frprn him ; 
that at that time he did not think he wag doing wroncr, as 
he did not purchase it, and was sorry to" find he had erred 
in accepting it, and was ready and willing to deliver it up 
to the Committee in the order he had* received it. 

Captain Benjamin King being examined by said Com- 
mittee, declared he heard Captain Miller sayron the Ex- 
change of London, before he came out this voyage, that 
he would bring to America any Goods he pleased. 

The Committee then examined James McKinsctj, car- 
penter, and Samuel Pool, boatswain oftbe Ship jEWms, 
Captain Rankins. They acknovyledged they had sold 
seven pair of Shoes to different persons, and also part of a 
piece of Linen to the Skipper of a Schooner down the 
river, his name unknown to them ; they declared they did 
not know they were breaking the rules of the Continental 
Congress, and agreed to give up the jnoney they had sold 
the Shoes for to the Bladensburgh. Committee, to be dis-"~ 
posed of by them as they should think proper. 

Luke Jefferson, Robert St. Clair, and Baptist Kirbey, 
being examined, acknowledged they had bought Shoes of 
the above-named persons, viz: Luke Jefferson, three pair, 
Robert St. Clair three pair, and Baptist. Kirbey two 
pair; which they agreed to give up to. the Bladcnsburgh 
Committee. 

Captain Rankins being examined, declared rie did not 
know that his people brought any thing for sale, and that 
he had, before they sailed, told them not, as he had re- 
ceived orders from his owners not to suffer any Goods to 
come out in the ship ; that as soon as he had information 
that his people had been selling Shoes, he made a search 
in the ship, and could not find any thing his people had 
but what was necessary for the voyage. 

Resolved by the Committee aforesaid, That the Porter _, 
and Shoes be destroyed in a publiqk manner, and the ~ 
money for which the Shoes were sold to be applied to the 
relief of the poor of Boston ; and it is the opinion of this 
Committee, that the several persons concerned in rniport- 
ing, vending, purchasing, and receiving the said Goods 
have been guilty of violating the Association of theConti- 

nental Congress. 

Bladensbnrgh, July 22, 1775. 
Then Mr. Henry Bradford produced the cask of Por- 
ter to the Committee of this Town, the head of which was ~i 
staved in, and the liquor thrown out on the ground, the ~ 
staves and heading burnt, with six pair of the Shoes,'two 
pair of those purchased by Robert St. Clair not beincr pro- 
duced to the Committee according to promise ; the°eir/ht ~" 
dollars, for which the Shoes were sold, were this day paid 
into the hands of the Chairman. 
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JOHN HANCOCK TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, July 19, 1775. 

Sir: The earnest desire of several members of Con- 
gress, joined to a hearty wish of rendering service to the 
gentlemen, induce me to take the freedom to introduce to 
your notice Mr. Ogden and Mr. Burr, of the Jerseys, by 
whom this will be handed you. They are gentlemen of 
reputation, and visit the camp not as spectators, but with 
a view of joining the Army, and being active during the 
campaign ; I beg you will please to place them in such a 
department as you shall judge suitable. Your notice of 
these gentlemen "I shall esteem a particular favour. 

Your despatches reached me last evening ; I shall for- 
ward you the papers immediately. The result of Congress 
you shall know as early as possible. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient humble 
servant, John Hancock. 

To his Excellency General Washington. 

JOHN HANCOCK, PRESIDENT, TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

Congress Chamber, July 19, 1775. 

Gentlemen: By advice from the Army before Boston, 
a. supply of gunpowder would be very acceptable, and 
greatly contribute to promote the common cause. I am 
therefore desired by the Congress, who have had an inti- 
mation that a quantity of that article was lately imported 
into your City, to apply to you and request you to send 
forward, as speedily and safely as possible, what you can 
spare, to the camp before Boston. I am, gentlemen, your 
most obedient humble servant, John Hancock. 

To Committee of Safety, New-York. 



it*** 



ADDRESS OF ■COMMITTEE OF SAFETY OF HILLSBOROUGH TO 
GENERAL SDLLIVAN. 

To the Ho»o?(roi7c__JpHN Sullivan, Esquire, Brigadier- 
General of the Continental Army: 
Sir: The Committee of Safety for the County of Hills- 
borough, in the Colony of New-Hampshire, having in con- 
templation the great services you lately rendered the Coun- 
ty in your civil capacity, and the great abilities you then 
exerted at _tb.e bar in their defence, at a time when the 
people were most cruelly oppressed by the tools of Govern- 
ment, pray leave to address and congratulate you on your 
appointment to the rank of Brigadier-General — an appoint- 
ment which, as it distinguishes your merit, so at the same 
time it reflects h ono ur upon, and shews the penetrating dis- 
cern ment of tho se truly eminent patriots from whom you 
received it, and of whom . are composed the Continental 
Congress. Nor are we less sanguine in our expectations 
of the'high advantages which must result (under God) to 
the publick, by your military skill and courage, as you 
have been indefatigable in attaining the first, and have 
givei) a recent instance of the latter, to your great honour 
and reputation, in depriving our enemies of the means of 
annoying us at Castle William and Mary, and at the same 
time furnishing us with materials to defend our invaluable 
rights and privileges. 

This, Sir, must be ever had in remembrance, and 
(amongst the actions of others, our heroes of 1775) hand- 
ed dowTi to the latest posterity. That the Almighty may 
direct your conrrsels, be with you in the day of battle, and 
that you may be preserved as a pattern to this people for 
many years to come, is our fervent prayer. 

Per order: _' Matthew Pattin, Chairman. 
July 19, 1775. 

GenerarSuLLivAN's Answer. 

To the Honourable the Committee of Safety for the 
CovMf. of Hillsborough : 

Gentlemen: Your polite congratulatory Address upon 
my appointment to tlijT rank, of Brigadier-General in the 
American ^Asmy , denjpds my most sincere and cordial 
thanks. Your approbation of my conduct while.at the bar, 
acting m defence of arr injured people against the arbitrary 
tools of Governm ent, gives me the highest satisfaction, 

The favourable opirriorj which you have formed of my 
courage and military skilf, must alone be a sufficient in* 



ducement for me to exert myself at this important day, 
and, if possible, prevent you from being disappointed in 
your expectations. It gives me great pleasure to find that 
so respectable a number of the worthy sons of freedom, 
in the Colony to which I belong, have so publickly given 
their approbation of my conduct in assisting to secure the 
warlike stores at Fort William and Mary, and thereby pre- 
venting those evils which must have resulted from our ene- 
mies having the possession of them, That_ the important 
office you sustain may be ever held by such worthy patriots, 
who, while they so nobly exert themselves Tn defence^of 
our common liberties, are endeavouring to strengthen the 
hands of others, is, gentlemen, the earnest prayer of your 
most obedient servant, John Sullivan. 

Camp at Winter Hill, August 10, 1775. 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO. THE NEW-HAWMIRSr.CO^MITTEE 
OF SAFETY. 

Medford, July 19, 1775. 

Gentlemen : As we have no mattexs regulated in manner 
ordered by the Congress as yet, I can give no exact account 
of the state of our affairs till that time. We are in great 
want of bayonets for our men ; I would entreat you to send 
some of different sizes, and a person who understands fix- 
ing them to the guns. I am sorry to inform you, that ..the 
New-Hampshire forces are without a Chaplain, when the 
Continental Congress have voted pay for a Chaplain. in 
each regiment. Our men are obliged to attend prayers 
with the Rhode-Island Regiment, and when they assem- 
ble, the concourse is so great that few of them can hear a 
word that is said. It being essentially necessary in an.army 
to keep up divine worship, I doubt not you will send us 
a Chaplain to each Regiment. 

I must remind you that it is absolutely necessary for us 
to have some beds for our sick men, many having died 
already for the want of comfortable, becis to lie upon. I 
therefore entreat that you would buy up and send _us beds, 
with some stuff to make cots and hammocks. 

We also are in great need of guns^and blankets, several 
having been lost in the late engagement, miff several others 
not fit for service. . : .i..: 1 ::: . ,z: :::_..: ... .;.::: 

Gentlemen, I am, with respect, your most obedient ser- 
vant, -'■--* John Sullivan. 
Committee of Safety. ■■--■:--. 



COLONEL RE1D TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE_OF SAFETY. 
Camp at Winter Hill, July 19, 1775. 
Gentlemen: 1 received yours of the 1st instant, and 
note the contents. You say, without knowing I had in 
actual service or in my eye, any person as Adjutant of my 
Regiment, have commissioned Mr. McGregore, a suitable 
person, &c. I doubt not but Mr.McGregoreh a worthy 
and suitable gentleman for an Adjutant, and is agreeable 
to me, and I wish he had been so to th.e_Regim.ent ; but, to 
my surprise, when he ordered the Gu_arr[s.tQlbe paraded, I 
soon learnt they refused to appear. I was under the neces- 
sity to order the Captain to parade them, and they imme- 
diately obeyed. You may be assured 1 should nave done 
every thing in my power to have made .Mr. McGregore's 
duty agreeable, but this happened at a time when no officer 
was in commission, nor the soldiers sworn. It was not a 
time to enter into a dispute; the difficulties are .belter known 
than expressed. I must beg leave to. inform you, that not 
a single clay's duty in a regiment car) be done with pro- 
priety without an Adjutant; and if .ever the duty of an. 
Adjutant was necessary, it was before the late action, as 
well as soon after. How could you imagirre that J. could do 
one day without both Adjutant and Quartermaster; be- 
sides, you gave me the liberty of appointing both. You 
say, if any person I judge suitable is disposecTfO act as a 
volunteer in that capacity, without pay,~you have no ob- 
jection, unless it should plainly appearto you that he would 
not answer the end. To which I apw;eT, Tliope in time 
my conduct will convince you that I. bavejthe .service more 
at heart than to be partial in the matter.". X do. easily per- 
ceive, that it must be very disagreeable i to Ibe_~ honourable 
Committee and the worthy gentleman, MrrMcGregore; to 
be disappointed ; but hope you will provide fof hjm some 
other way. I heartily thank the honourable. Committee 
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f( f ^ e 'r. ,%| , i!j' paragraph, in which you say, you may 
assure yourself, that so far as the publick service will al- 
tea^^lL.'^ pleasure in gratifying me or the Regi- 
.SpIdlL§_ n 7 individual. This is the sole reason why Mr. 
F??fa<k. is c .9 nt ! nu ?d as Adjutant ; and I presume the 
Voice pf the Regiment will make this manifest, which is 
the hest information the nature of the thing will admit of. 
^Permit me, gentlemen, to remind you of your promise 
that I should have a Chaplain, for the want of which the 
service greatly suffers, as we have to borrow from other 
regiments, which is a thing I cannot repay. 

Beg lea\e, at the «ame time, to subscribe, gentlemen, my- 
self your obliged and ever humble servant at command, 
~ J " , James Reid. 
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WILMINGTON (NORTH-CAROLINA) COMMITTEE. 



On the SQihJu/y, at a monthly meeting of the Commit 

tee for the Town ol Wilmington, and the County of New- «.„ UJ aillJBU vesse.s ana some suspected inhabitants ■ w P 

Hanover, at which we.e occasionally present a number of trust we shall then receive it and Erf h7r„ ',- 

gentlemen, members of the diff^nt r nmm ; ttOM ;„ iv.-i. l„_.,„a.._ 1 ■ • ' e " ' and sllould the Convention, 



from the Convention, which is at present sitting, before 
whom we shall not fail to lay the whole state of the case. 

We are, &tc. 

On Saturday he returned with the following Answer from 
the Committee : 

To the Officers of the Volunteer Companies in Williams- 
burgh. 
Gentlemen- : We are happy in every expression of your 
attachment to the common interest of your Country, and 
are glad we can inform you there is not the least foundation 
for the fears you have declared for our safety, upon an ill- 
grounded report, that any among" Ware deserting the cause 
of their Country, and enlisting against It. "IUs a report, 
we can assure you, that is totally devoid of truth. You 
may depend, we would not sit still as indifferent spectators 
of such hostile measures. The time may come, when we 
may stand in need of your assistance, surrounded as we 
are by armed vessels and some suspected inhabitants : we 



gentlemen, members of the different Committees in Wil- 
mington Di^tiict, the Committee, upon taking the Restrain- 
ing Act into considciation, 

^ " Rcsohcd unanimomly, That the exception of that 
C9l 0n 7> and sorne_othersj_out of the said act, is a base and 
rtl|n art jSsg, to .seduce them into a desertion of the com- 
mTSD causTB'gf America f and that " they will not accept 
PX,,thf„advanjages insidiously thrown out by the said act; 
but will adhere strictly to such plans as have been, and' 
shall be, entered into by the honourable Continental Con- 
gress; so as to keep up a perfect unanimity with their sister 
Colonies," , 



.... ' """ ««""»« '"I VUUVCIIUUII, 

uereaiter, think it necessary to quarter any of you anions 
us, you may rest assured we shall welcome you with willin* 
hearts and open arms. * 

We are, Gentlemen, your humble servants. By order 
of the Committee : William Davies, Secretary. 

I 

CAPTAIN MONTAGUE TO CAPTAIN SQ.UIRE', of HIS MAJESTY' S 
SHIP OTTER. 
Fowey, Hampton Roads, July 20, 1775. 

Sir : Joseph Harris* the bearer of this letter, has ap- 
plied to me for protection, as the people of Hampton and 



y manner employ, any shipping belonsine to Poole, and have found him , n |,.„ *;_„ :„ Ji£„_„_ UOn ' ^^ 



any manner employ, any shipping belonging to Poole, and 
that they will not carry on any commercial intercourse or 
conynunication with the selfish people of that Town." 

The Cominittee, likewise, after premising that it appear- 
ed, upon incontestable evidence that John Collett, Com- 
mander of Fort Johnston , was preparing the said Fort for 
the. reception of a promised re-enforcement, and had been 
also/guilty of various malepractices, inform the publick, that 
they, "having taken these things into their consideration, 
judged it might be of the most pernicious consequences to 
tire people at large, if the said John Collett should be suf- 
fered to remain in the Fort, as he might thereby have op- 
portunities of carrying his iniquitous schemes into execu- 
tion." 

This opinion having been communicated to the officers, 
and the Committees of some neighbouring Counties, a ^reat 
many volunteers were immediately colfected, a party of 
whom reached Brunswick, when accounts were received 
tn^^^^i&.QaMnaod-erh.ad carried off all the small arms, 
amnranitjon, and part of the artillery, (the property of that 
Province,) together with his furniture, on board a transport 
hired for that purpose, there to remain until the re-enforce- 
ment shoulJ amve, and then again to take possession of 
the Fort. , The original design being thus frustrated, but 
the .differenLjdetachments having met at Brunswick, about 
five, hundred men marched to the Fort, and burnt and de- 
stroyed all the houses, &c, in and about the same; demo- 
lished as far as they then could the back parts of the forti- 
fication, and effectually dislodged that atrocious freebooter. 
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VlRGlNtA Vo'luNTEERS, TO NORFOLK COMMITTEE. 

On Thursday, July : 20th", 1775, one of the Dinwiddle 
volunteers was despatched to Norfolk with the following- 
Letter, from _ the ;. officers of the several Volunteer Companies 
in WiUiamsiurgh, to the Committee of that Borough : 

Gentlemen-: We judge you are sensible it requires no 
extraordinary genius to divide, and true wisdom despises 
the infamous task. You have, hitherto, shown the diffu- 

sive'spirit.oLbenevolence to. our cause, in your strictures on 
Lord [Dunmojeli letters, .We are, therefore, the more 
truly alarmed at a report, which gives us too much grounds 
t0 i|| 7°« am', sbrne of you, deserting the glorious°cause ; 
being infonrnd4tattbere;aTe volunteers recruiting in oppo- 
sition to the. ponJinenjaj plan. Our desire is, that you jn- 
fornrus qfiloility orthljjreport, that we may assist the 
proper side witFajIour force, as soon as we obtain authority H amt, 

' ■'■ ■ j.V., ! :::i»Ijh?' v ; l ■ • '"■■...■.''■ 



have found him to have given intelligence concerning a 
smuggling schooner, which was seized in Cherry-Stone 
Creek. As the Fowey will soon leave The Province I 
think him too useful to His Majesty's service to take a.way 
he being well acquainted with many creeks on the Eastern 
Shore, at York, James River, and 'Nansemond, and many 
others, and of course a very useful person, especially in 
tenders, as he is not acquainted with the duties of a sea- 
man, but accustomed to pilot, as he had a boat for that use 
which is now detained by violence in Hampton harbour' 
He has always appeared very sober and prudent, is a free- 
man and I could wish strongly to recommend him to such 
indulgence as his endeavours may Merit." Agreeable to my 
Lord Dunmore's application, I have 'sent" up the Arundel 
and Mr. Atkinson her officer, and will send Mr. Ruth in 
the Liberty. I have taken such stores anil hawser out of 
the Arundel as belonged to the Crown when wnFme 
employed on His Majesty's service, ami have fitted her 
with her real private property. """- ""---' zzz:zz\i.. 

I am, dear Sir, your very humble servant, 

George Montague. 

Pastoral Letter from the Synod of New- York and Phi- 
ladelphia, to the Congregations under their care ■ 
delivered from the Pulpit on the 20th of July, 1775' 
being the day appointed by the Honourable Coiigrm 
jor a General Fast. __.° 

P J E RY mar B r ETH r EN : The Synod of Neiv-York and 
Philadelphia being met, at a time when publick affairs 
wear so threatening an aspect, and when (unless God in 
his sovereign providence speedily prevent it) all the hor- 
rours of a evil war throughout this greaV Continent. arj» to 
be apprehended, were of opinion, that Ihey "could not dis- 
charge their duty to the numerous Congregations under 
their care, without addressing them at this important crisis. 
As the firm belief, and habitual recollection of the power 
and presence of the living God ought at "all times to pos- 
sess the minds of real Christians; so in Seasons of publick 
calamity, when the Lord is known by thTjuo^nents which 
he executeth, it would be an ignorance OTTndifference high- 
ly criminal, not to look up to him; wjtLreverence. to tm- 
plore his mercy by humble and fervent prayer, and if n 0S _' 
sible to prevent his vengeance by unfeigned repentance. 
We do, therefore, brethren, beseech: you, in the most 



earnest manner, to look beyond the immediate authors 
l A p (l UnaWay aulatt0 slaTC ' belonginff t0 Mr - n l nr -y Ki«g, of 
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either of your sufferings or fears, and to acknowledge the 
holiness and justice of the Almighty in the present visita- 
tion. He is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his 
works. Affliction spi ingeth not out of the dust. He doth 
not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men ; and, 
therefore, it becometh every person, family, City, and Pro- 
vince, to humble themselves before his throne, to confess 
their sins, by which they have provoked his indignation, 
and entreat him to pour out upon all ranks a spirit of re- 
pentance and of prayer. Fly, also, for forgiveness, to the 
atoning blood of the Great Redeemer— the blood of sprink- 
ling, which speaketh better things than that of Abel. Re- 
member and confess, not only your sins in general, but 
those prevalent national offences which may justly be con- 
sidered as the procuring causes of publick judgments — par- 
ticularly profaneness and contempt of God, his name, 
Sabbath, and sanctuary ; pride, luxury, uncleanness, and 
neglect of family religion and government, with the deplo- 
rable ignorance and security which certainly ought to be 
imputed to this as their principal cause. All these are 
among us, highly aggravated by the inestimable privileges 
which we have hitherto enjoyed without interruption, since 
the first settlement of this Country. If in the present day 
of distress we expect that God will hear our supplications, 
aud interpose for our protection or deliverance, let us re- 
member what he himself requires of us is that our prayers 
should be attended with a sincere purpose and thorough 
endeavour after personal and family reformation. " If thou 
prepare thine heart, and stretch out thine hand towards 
him: if imejuity be in thine hand, put it far away: and 
let not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles." Job xi, 13 
and 14. 

The Synod cannot help thinking, that this is a proper 
time for pressing all of every rank seriously to consider 
the things that belong to their eternal peace. Hostilities, 
long feared, have now taken place ; the sword has been 
drawn, in one; Province, and the whole Continent, with 
hardly any exception, seem determined to defend their 
rights by force of arms. If, at the same time, the British 
Ministry shall continue to enforce their claims by violence, 
a lasting and bloody contest must be expected. Surely, 
then, it becomes those who have taken up arms, and pro- 
fess ,a willingness to hazard their lives in the cause of lib- 
erty, to be prepared for death, which to many must be the 
certain, and to every one is a possible or probable event. 

We have long seen, with concern, the circumstances 
which occasioned, and the gradual increase of this unhappy 
difference. As Ministers of the Gospel of peace, we have 
ardently wished that it could, and often hoped that it would, 
have been more early accommodated. It is well known 
to you, (otherwise it would be imprudent, indeed, thus pub- 
licity to profess,) that we have not been instrumental in 
inflaming the minds of the people, or urging them to acts 
of violence and disorder. Perhaps no instance can be 
given on so interesting a subject, in which political senti- 
ments have been so long and so fully kept from the pul- 
pit; and even malice itself has not charged us with labour- 
ing from the press. But things are now come to such a 
state, that we do not wish to conceal our opinions as men 
and citizens; so the relation we stand in to you seemed 
to make the present improvement of it to your spiritual 
benefit our indispensable duty. Suffer us, then, to lay 
hold of your present temper of mind, and to exhort, espe- 
cially the young and vigorous, by assuring them, that there 
is no soldier so undaunted as the pious man; no army' s6 
formidable as_ those who are superiour to the fear of death. 
There is nothing more awful to think of, than that those 
whose trade is war should be despisers of the name of the 
Lord of Hosts, and that they shouldexpose themselves to 
the imminent danger of being immediately sent from curs- 
ing and cru elty on earth, to the blaspheming rage and des- 
pairing hormujr ofjthe jnfernal pit. Let, therefore, every 
one who, from generosity of spirit or benevolence of heart, 
offers himself as a champion in. his Country's cause, be 
persuaded to reverence the name, and walk in the fear of 
the Frince of the Kings of the earth ; and then he may, 
with the most unshaken firmness, expect the issue either in 
victflry'"brde_ath i _._..^_-.- _ : 

Let it not be f orgotten, that though, for the wise ends of 
his providence, it may please "Gad. for a season to suffer, 
his people tojie under unmerited oppression ; yet, in gene- 



ral, we may expect, that those who fear and serve him in 
sincerity and truth will be favoured with his countenance 
and strength, his both the character and the privilege of 
the children of God, that they call upon him in the day of 
trouble, and he, who keepeth covenant and truth forever, 
lias said, that his ears are always open to their cry. We 
need not mention to you in how many instances the event 
in battles, and success in war, have turned upon circum- 
stances which were inconsiderable in themselves, as well 
as out of the power of human prudence to foresee or 
direct; because we suppose you firmly believe, that after 
all the counsels of men, and the most probable and pro- 
mising means, the Lord will do that which seemeth him 
good. Nor hath his promise ever failed of its full ac- 
complishment. " The Lord is with you while ye be with 
him ; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you ; but if 
ye forsake him, he will forsake you." 2 Chron. xv. 2. 

After this exhortation, which we thought ourselves called 
upon to give you at this time on your gfeal interest — the 
one thing needful — we shall take the liberty to offer a few 
advices to the Societies under our charge, as to their publick 
and general conduct. And first, in carrying on this impor- 
tant struggle, let every opportunity be taken to express your 
attachment and respect to our Sovereign King George, and 
to the Revolution principles by which his august family was 
seated on the British throne. We recommend, indeed, 
not only allegiance to him from duty and principle, as the 
first magistrate of the empire, but esteem and reverence 
for the person of the Prince, who has merited well of his 
subjects on many accounts; and who has probably been 
misled into the late and present measures by those about 
him. Neither have we any doubt "that they themselves 
have been, in a great degree, deceived by false information 
from interested persons residing in America. It gives us 
the greatest pleasure to say, from our own certain know- 
ledge of all belonging to our communion, and from the best 
means of information of the far greatest part of all denomi- 
nations in this Country, that the present opposition to the 
measures of Administration does not in the least arise from 
disaffection to iheKing, or a desire "of separation from the 
Parent State. We are happy in being able with truth to 
affirm, that no part of America would, euher_have approved 
or permitted such insults as have been offered I to.the Sover- 
eign in Great Britain, We exhort you, therefore, to con- 
tinue in the same disposition, and not to suffer oppression or 
injury itself easily to provoke you to any thing which may 
seem to betray contrary sentiments. Let it ever appear, 
that you only desire the preservation and security of those 
rights which belong to you as freemen and Britons, and that 
reconciliation upon these terms is your Most ardent desire. 

Secondly : Be careful to maintain the union which at 
present subsists through all the Colonies. Nothing can be 
more manifest, than that the success of every measure de- 
pends on its being inviolably preserved ; and therefore, we 
hope that you will leave nothing undone which caTTprO- 
niote that end. In particular, as the ContnieniaJLCongress, 
now sitting at Philadelphia, consists of Delegates chosen 
in the most free and unbiased manner by the body of the 
people, let them not only be treated with respect, but en- 
couraged in their difficult service; not only let your prayers 
be offered up to God for his direction ip their proceedings, 
but adhere firmly to their resolutions; and let it be seen 
that they are able to bring out the whole strength of this 
vast Country to carry them into execution. ,_ We would 
also advise, for' the same purpose, that a spirit of can- 
dour, charity, and mutual esteem be preserved and pro- 
moted towards those of different religious denominations. 
Persons of probity and principle, of every profession, should 
be united together as servants of the same Master; and the 
experience of our happy concord hitherto in a state of 
liberty, should engage all to unite together in support of 
the common interest; for there is no example in history 
in which civil liberty was destroyed, and the rights of con- 
science preserved entire. ~-~7L~-- :-^-; . ■ 

Thirdly : We do earnestly exhort and beseech the So- 
cieties under our care, to be strict and vigilant in their pri- 
vate government, and to watch' over the morals of their 
several members. It is with the utmost pleasure we re- 
mind you, that the last Continental .Congress determin- 
ed to discourage luxury in living, publick diversions, and 
gaming of all kinds, which have so fatal an influence on the 
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fri ofals of tne j people. If it is undeniable that universal 
profligacy makes a nation ripe for divine^udgments, and is 
the natural mean of bringing them to ruin, reformation of 
manners is of the utmost necessity in our present distress. 
At the s ame time, as it has been observed by many eminent 
writers, that the censorial power, which had for its object 
the manners of the publick in the ancient free States, was 
absolutely necessary to their continuance, we cannot help 
being of opinion, that the only thing which we have now 
to supply the place of this, is the religious discipline of the 
several sects with respect to their own members ; so that 
the denomination or profession which shall take the most 
effectual care of the instruction of its members, and main- 
tain its discipline in the fullest vigour, will do the most 
essential service to the whole body. For the very same 
reason, the greatest service which magistrates or persons in 
authority can do with respect to the religion or morals of the 
people, is to defend and secure the rights of conscience in 
the most equal and impartial manner. 
— Fourthly : We cannot but recommend, and urge in the 
warmest manner, a regard to order and publick peace ; and 
as in many places, during the confusions that prevail, legal 
proceedings have become difficult, it is hoped that all per- 
sons will conscientiously pay their just debts, and to the 
utmost of their power serve one another, so that the evils 
inseparable from a civil war, may not be augmented by 
wantonness and irregularity. 

Fifthly : We think it of importance at this time, to re- 
commend to all of every rank, but especially to those who 
may be called to action, a spirit of humanity and mercy. 
"Every battle of the warriour is with confused noise, and 
garments rolled in blood." It is impossible to appeal to the 
sword without being exposed to many scenes of cruelty 
and slaughter; but it is often observed, that civil wars are 
carried on with a rancour and spirit of revenge, much greater 
than those between independent states. The injuries re- 
ceived or supposed in civil wars, wound more deeply than 
those of. foreign enemies ; it is, therefore, the more neces- 
sary to guard against this abuse, and recommend that meek- 
ness and gentleness of spirit, whichis the noblest attendant 
on true valour. That man will fight most bravely who 
pever fights until it is necessary, and who ceases to fight 
^.soojias the necessity is over. 

Lastly : We would recommend to all the Societies under 
pur cafe, not to content themselves with attending devoutly 
on general fasts, but to continue habitually in the exercise 
of prayer, and to have frequent occasional voluntary meet- 
ings for solemn Intercession with God on the important 
trial. Those who are immediately exposed to danger, need 
your sympathy ; and we iearn from the Scriptures, that fer- 
||rfcy : and importunity are the very characters of that prayer 
of tlie righteous manjvhich availeth much. 
,1 |f e P^H^^SJj? °ur most earnest prayer, that the God 
of Heaver), may bless you in your temporal and spiritual 
c|mc|rts^ arid that the present unnatural dispute may be 
speedily terminated by an equitable and lasting settlement 
00 coji stitutiona l principles. 

^Signed" in the name, presence, and by appointment of the 
Synod : Benjamin Hait, Moderator. 

New. York, May 12, 1775. 
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ETHAN XlLEN TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

<". • ' i .■ i 

Ticondorog.i, July 20,1775. 
^Respectable, Gentlemen: When I reflect on die, un- 
happy controversy which hath many years subsisted be- 
tween the Government of New- York and the settlers on 
the New-Hampshire Grants, and also contemplate on the 
friendship and union that hath lately taken place between 
IBsJXjoj'Srnrri en t _ _and.jli.q5e. its former discontented sub- 
jects, m making a united resistance against ministerial ven- 
geance' a*ftd slavery,T cannot but indulge fond hopes of 
reconciliation. To promote this salutary end I shall con- 
tribute my influence, assuring your Honours, that your re- 
spectful treatment, not only to Mr. Warner and myself, but 

,*£ fti 3 Ql££? M^I 1 ^! 7 ! M °W ' n g e " er al ■ in forming them 
into a battalion, are^TSy them duly regarded, and I will be 
rjBjtorisibTe that they will retaliate this favour by boldly 
jiazarding their lives, if n eed be, in the commonijairSfe .of 
America..^ ^ ,._ ^ ^ ^ ___ ._ 
T Hope no* gentleman in the Congress will retain any 



preconceived prejudices against me, as, on my part, I shall 
not against any of them; but as soon as opportunity may 
permit and the publick cause not suffer thereby, shall hold 
myself in readiness to settle all former disputes and griev- 
ances on honourable terms. 

I am, Gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your devoted, 
most obedient humble servant, Ethan Allen. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress, New-York. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM WATEKTOWN TO A GENTLE- 
MAN IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED JTJLT "gOj 1775. 

Our new Assembly met yesterday, and only chose a 
Speaker and a Clerk. I shall now endea vour to inform 
you what has happened in the military way since my last. 
The attempt on Long -Island , the taking off all the stock, 
and afterwards returning to burn the buildings, &c, (which 
you will have in the papers,) was certainly a bold intrepid ma- 
noeuvre, and as such, astonished our enemies. The barges 
full of armed men were afraid to auacjc our whale-boats at 
a proper distance, and the armed vessejs,j;ither agitated by 
fear, or destitute of judgment, did it without execution. 
The next thing that took place was, the possessing and 
fortifying a post by Brown's house, on the neck, near their 
lines ; this has been effected with iheTosiof only one man, 
and he not employed there, though they worked in open 
sight of them, and exposed to an incessant fire from their 
cannon, vvhicb our people treated with the extremest con- 
tempt, not so much as leaving their work or firing a shot. 
No general movement has taken place. There was an 
appearance of one the day before yesterday, on the Rox* 
bury side, but they disappointed General Thomas, who com- 
mands there, and made an excellent disposition to receive 
them. Roxbury is amazingly strong. I believe it would 
puzzle ten thousand troops to go through it, T mean of the 
best in the world, I am just told that our Tioats have this 
day been at the Light- House, and burnt it, in spite of the 
firing from the men-of-war and a number ofboats. I hear 
it was executed by three hundred \ Rhode-Islanders, with- 
out any loss. It is said they are more afraid ofour whale- 
boats than we are of their men-of-war ; and a few aimed 
vessels, I am well convinced, would produce great conse- 
quences. Captain Derby, who went to England with the 
account of the battle of the niDeteentl 1 of April,^ returned 
two days ago. He was there eight days, and came away 
before General Gage's packet arrived. He says trade and 
stocks were amazingly affected in tbaCsErt time. Lord 
Dartmouth sent for him. three times, but he refused to go; 
and when he threatened him, he decamped, got on board, 
and carne off without clearing or entering. By a letter from 
London by him, I fancy General Gage is to expect no 
re-enforcement this fall. The troops are very sickly in 
Boston, and greatly reduced. 



TO ALL SEAFARING PEOPLE. 

Preston, at Boston, July 20, 1775. 

This is to give notice, that the Light-House on Thatch- 
er's Island, (commonly called Cape Anne Lights) and the 
Light-House at the entrance of Boston Harbour, are burnt 
and destroyed by the Rebels. 

And further notice is given, that all seafaring people be 
careful that they are not deceived by" false lights, which the 
Rebels threaten to hang out, in order to decoy vessels into 
destruction. By command of the Admiral: 

■■" Tj. Geffeeina. 

extract of a letter to a gentleman in london, dated 
salem, july so, 17*5. 
I have just time to acquaint you, that within these. few 
days we have had offers from some maritime Powers, secretly 
conveyed to us, that if we wanted assistance from either of 
them, in money or men-of-war, we shall be supplied, upon 
condition that when peace is restored to these unhappy 
Colonies, we open a trade with them, and exclude our 
Mother Country from any share of it. Their offers are at 
present rejected. The Spaniards have now in tlie West- 
Indies a fleet of men-of-war of great force, and the Spa- 
nish Islands are full of soldiers, waiting in expectation that 
we shall embrace their offers.' ' But Ijiope Government 
will find out some means to bring about a reconciliation ; 
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for we are so loyal, that nothing but depredation can make 
us submit to go under the Spanish yoke. All things have 
remained quiet since the seventeenth oflast month, except 
some small skirmishes. I send this by our post to JSew- 
Yorlt, so that 1 hope it will come safe to hand. 



Newbem, North-Carolina, July 21, 1775. 

Agreeable to an order of the honourable the Continen- 
tal Congress, yesterday, the twentieth instant, was observed 
here as a day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer, to humble 
ourselves before God, and to deprecate his impending judg- 
ments now held over this land for our sins and offences. 
Divine service was performed in the church, and a very 
animating and spirited discourse, suitable to the occasion, 
was read by a member of the Committee, to a very crowded 
audience, who were assembled on the occasion. A depu- 
tation from the Committee had been ordered, previous to 
the day, to wait on the Reverend Mr, James Reed, Minister 
of the Parish, to request and entreat him to perform divine 
service in his church on the fast day, and deliver a sermon ; 
but their entreaties were vain, he giving as a substantial 
reason, that as he was one of the missionaries of the honour- 
able Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, 
he should render himself obnoxious to the Ministry, and of 
course lose his mission. 

Committee Chamber, July 21, 1775. 
The Committee taking into consideration the unaccount- 
able behaviour and conduct of Mr. Reed, in deserting his 
congregation yesterday, when almost all ranks and denomina- 
tions of Christians among us were assembled at the church, 
by order of the Continental Congress, to humiliate ourselves 
before God, by fasting and prayer, to avert from us his 
heavy judgments now hanging over us ; have resolved, 
that the vestry of this Parish be earnestly requested to 
suspend the said James Reed from his ministerial function 
in the said Parish, and that they immediately direct their 
church-wardens to stop payment of the said Mr. Reed's 
salary as Minister of the said Parish. 

In General Committee, July 23, 1775. 

The Select Committee having passed a vote of censure 
on the Reverend Mr. James Reed, for refusing to perform 
divine service in his church on the day set apart by the 
Continental Congress for a fast, a motion was made that 
the said suspension be agreed to; whereupon it was re- 
solved unanimously, that the said suspension be confirmed. 



BENJAMIN HARBISON TO GEXERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, July 21, 1775. 
Dear General: I received your very acceptable favour 
of the tenth instant, by express. Your fatigue and various 
kinds of trouble, I dare say are great; but they are not more 
than I expected, knowing the people you have to deal with 
by the sample we have here, The Congress have taken 
the tworegiments, now raising in Connecticut, into service, 
which, with riflemen and recruits to your regiments, will, I 
hope, make up the number voted by your Council of War. 
I wish, with all my heart, your troops were better, and your 
stores more com plete; every thing that we can do here, 
to put you in the best posture possible, I think you may 
dependwTn be done. I trust you will have a supply soon 
of ammunition ; without an accident you may depend on 
it. The wjmt of Engineers, I fear, is not to be supplied in 
America. Some folks here seemed much displeased at your 
report on that head. They affirm there are two very good 
ones with you— a Colonel Gridley, I think, is one. I took 
the liberty to say that they must be mistaken ;'' they were 
certainly either not in camp, or could not have the skill 
they were pleased to say they had. This, in my soft way, 
put a stop to any thing more on the subject. Indeed, my 
friend, I do not know what to think of some of these men ; 
they seem to be exceeding hearty in the cause, but still 
wish 10 keep every thing amongst themselves. , Our Pre- 
sident is quite of a different cast — noble, disinterested, and 
ge~ner'ous,"To T 'ver'y * great degree. The Congress have 
giverr yutrthe appointment of three Brigade Majors. Mr. 
Trum bull bas the office you proposed for him. The ap- 
pointmen t o f the Commissary of Artillery, ditto of Mus- 
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ters, and Quartermaster-General, are also left to your dis- 
posal. Nothing is yet done as to the hospital, but I will 
bring it on very soon. Your brothers in the Delegation 
have recommended it to our Convention to send some 
Virginians to the camp, at the expense of our Colony, to 
learn the military art; and I hope you will see them soon. 
We have given the commission of First Brigadier to Mr. 
Thomas. As Putnam's commission was delivered, it would, 
perhaps, have offended the old gentleman to have super- 
seded him ; the other, I hope, will still act. The Con- 
gress have, from your account, a high opinion of him, and 
I dare say will grant any thing in their power that he may 
hereafter require. Your hint for a remove_of the Congress 
to some place nearer to you, will come on to-morrow. I 
think it will not answer your expectations if we should re- 
move ; you shall have the result in the close of this. The 
military chest, I hope, will be supplied soon ; they begin 
to strike the bills this day, so that I hope some may be 
forwarded to you next week ; what has occasioned the 
delay in this article I know not, without an imitaton of the 
Congress, in its slowness, is become fashionable, I have 
had no further account from our country about the Govern- 
our, except that he is still at Yorktown, with three men- 
of-war. He, Montague, and Foye, went the other day by 
water to his farm, and were within three or four minutes 
of being all taken by Captain Meredith, with seventy 
men from Hanover, who are, with about one hundred 
and fifty from other counties, guarding Williamslmrgh from 
any attempts that he may make with Tns foiled crabs. 
Meredith says his intentions were to carry ITis Lordship to 
Williamsburgh, to put him into the Palace, and promise 
him protection, to convince him and the world that no 
injury was intended him ; however, as he missed his stroke, 
I dare say he will be charged with intending to murder 
him. We think the season too far advanced to send you 
any more men from the southward, but it seems to be the 
genera] opinion to send some thousands early Tn the spring. 
Should this be the case, if I have the honour of being here, 
you may depend on my care of Mr. Johnston. We have 
an imperfect account of an attack on [Nevt-.York._hy some 
of the over-lake Indians. I hope it is not true ; indeed, 
(betwixt you and I,) I give very little credit to any thing 
from that quarter, and wish I could sayTTiad no reason to 
be suspicious of those people. We yesterday received 
despatches from Georgia; they have come Into the Union, 
and have appointed Delegates to the Congress. They have 
even done more; they, with the South- Carolinians, armed 
a vessel, and have taken a ship with one hun drecTand forty 
barrels of the King's powder, which they have divided 
betwixt them. 

Twenty-third. — The debate about our remove was taken 
up yesterday, and determined in the negative. 7 proposed 
a Committee, but could not carry it. T think the last 
method would have answered your purpose best, but the 
gentlemen could not think of parting with the least particle 
of their power. Pendleton left us yesterday: all Mary- 
land are gone off this day, and we intend to follow them 
next Sunday, if nothing material happens betwixt this and 
then. Our going, [ expect, will break up the Congress; 
indeed I think it is high time there was an end of it : we 
have been too long together. 

Edmund Randolph is here, and has the greatest desire 
to be with you. He has begged of me to say something 
in his favour, and that if you can with propriety, you will 
keep one of the places now in your gift for him ; he is 
not able to support himself, or he would not ask this ofyou. 
You know him as well as I do ; he is one of the cleverest 
young men in America, and if Mr. Reed sboiM have you, 
his piace of Secretary can't be better supplied. He will 
set off for New- York in a few days, an3i beg it as a favour 
of you to write a line to him, to be left at the post-office 
there till called for. This deserving yrjrrnglwarT was in 
high repute in Virginia, and he fears IiisTather's^conduct 
may tend to lessen him in the esteem 67 bis_countrymen. 
He has taken this method without the advice of Ms friends, 
to raise him into favour. As he i? determine? on the 
thing I am sure our good old Speaker wuTbe much obliged 
for any favour you show him. . Applications of this sort, I 
fear, will be too frequent. I shall avoid them as mu ch as 
possible ; but I could not refuse JLo r^lhis oc casio n, well 
knowing that a most valuable youngTnan, ancl one that I 
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love, without _somejstep of this sort, ma)', from the miscon- 
duct ofjys parent^be lost to his Country, which now stands 
rjfdcl) jajjfieiLoLjjiei) of 'his abilities. We have a, report 
that T5"ob yic^enzjcjya§ killed at Bunker's Hilt, Is ft true? 
Tji<id Ji great friendship for him formerly, but can't help 
SayingTsTuuTBe glad to hear the news confirmed. 

^ Twenty-fourth. — Nothing new in Congress, or from Vir- 
glffia to-day. I should therefore have closed this, without 
§aying more, had not an application been made to me to ( 
Introduce to .you Captain Thomas Price, of a Company of 
TQfJLeWMjm^fyjryland. He comes with a high character 
From tjijnce, and is looked on as most firmly attached to 
the cause _oT Am erica. He has a large family, which he 
has leJTnjejeJy to forward the service. The Deputies from 
thjt jjqujury are gone home. I have seen a letter in bis 
favour tQ.JVIj:, Tilghman, highly commending him ; and as 
he could not, through that channel, get a recommendation, 
t jjavfi been prevailed on to introduce him, which liberty I 
(lope you will excuse. I am, my dear Sir, yours, he. 
xa.^% ^bpMrtAr^Kp^'^j!'. '■ , Benjamin Harrison. 
viV*-;>'> ^ii ■:■■■ ■■■■■i-.-t. .., - -. ' ,' • . .; 
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: ; BUCKS COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE. 

i-Hi-X- '.3iii:.^»3 j&S & I 3 mittee ' Bucks County, July 21, 1775. 

fel?P m plaints being made by several officers of the Associa- 

{ jj Companies, t hat sundry persons from various causes had 
ljIi m P"tea~to raise second Companies in their Townships, 

whereby those already associated were weakened, and in 
#S§. (^SiaAaibeen greatly insulted : 
W" T"& kojamitteejiaying considered the same, are of opin- 
^&>.\^Sl^S.il2£S22Sy an ^ unanimity are essentially neces- 
sity !n "pTSiecuTing the present unhappy contest, and as 
ffil^Qfficers.are ".pw appointed for the respective Batta- 
Ufias oLdieCounty, no second Companies ought to be raised 
St ? n 7 Township, without leave being firstobtained from 
, tfe^iP- J"mtr$ilS$„ P u rpose . 

MmM?. 3 ?, several persons who were chosen members of 
1&J.S C.Qpi.piUeg, isiMmmiier last, have hitherto neglected 
^aft^^^e^^ame, and others who have attended, have, 
TO'O scruples of conscience, made application to be dis- 
charged, the Committee therefore request all those who do 
rjgt purpose at tendin g for the future to advertise their re- 
spective Townships with their determination, at the same 
l T m ? appointing some convenient time and place for the in- 
liabjtaxils to meet, and choose other suitable persons in their 
ffljtt k FJ'-Q .are .dgs i re d. to meet the Committee on Monday, 
the 2 1st : of August, at the house of John Bogart, in Buck- 
ingham Township. 

By order of the Committee : 

x, r -j Henry Wynkoqp, Clerk. 



jl . HUNTINGTON" (n t EW-YORK) COMMITTEE. 

■' L », Committee Chamber, Huntington, July 21, 1775. 

^Mr. JTubart laid before the Committee a Letter from the 
Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- York in the 
rece'ss of the Pro\incial Congress, dated New-York, July 
14, 17 75, directed to him, containing information that 
George Youngs and his son, John Brush, and one Conk- 
ling, were concerned in Provisions in such manner as they 
must inevitably serve to supply General Gage's Fleet and 
Army at Boston; and inclosing notes taken from two wit- 
nes%s"0I\ that subjpct, which were read. Messrs. Youngs, 
Brush, and Cotikling being present, acknowledged that 
they Had sent two Sloops ioaded with Provisions to the 
eastward, but it was in consequence of an agreement with 
the inhab[tants of Portsmouth, in New-Hampshire ; that 
upon their arrival in the harbour of Portsmouth, they were 
taken by two English men-of-war; and though Governour 
^mtwqhh^sl the Commitee of the Town claimed the 
'Proyisiothras i theli's*by contract, they were sent, very much 
agttjst their inclination, to Boston, where they were obliged 
tosell thejr" Provisions under great disadvantages, and at 
great, loss ; since which" they have discontinued their trade 
to.the eastward, nor have they at present any thoughts of 
reaming Jr. In confirmation of all which, they produced 
Timothy Titus, who was mate of one of the sloops, who 
deposed as Jbllows, viz : 

•&^Timqthy Titus deposeth : that he was mate of the Sloop 
MizS^eJh, whereo f Co rnelius Conkling was master, for the 
two voyage! she lately made to Portsmouth, in Ntw-Jlamp- 



shire ; that about the latter end of April last, being at Ports- 
mouth aforesaid, when John Conkling, in a sloop loaded 
by John Brush of Huntington, was there, he was know- 
ing to a contract made by the said Cornelius Conkling and 
John Conkling, with the inhabitants of Portsmouth, to de- 
liver two cargoes of Provisions there, with all convenient 
speed, provided they could clear out from New-York; that 
on the 18th of May following, said two sloops sailed from 
the east end of Long-Island, and on the 21st they arrived 
within a few hours of each other in Portsmouth harbour, 
where they were taken by the Canceaux and Scarborough 
men-of-war; and notwithstanding the application of Gov- 
ernour Wentworih and the Committee of Portsmouth, they 
were sent to Boston under convoy of the Sphynx, sloop-ol- 
war, where they were obliged to sell their cargoes at the 
price the agents were pleased to give ; after which ihey 
were permitted to come away. And this deponent further 
saith, he has never heard any persons concerned in the 
aforesaid voyage propose to send their sloops upon another 
voyage to the eastward. Timothy Titus. 

worn the 21st July, 1775, 

Before me, John Sloss Hobart, 

Justice of the Peace. ... 

The Committee taking the premises into consideration, 
came to the following Resolution, viz : 

Besolved unanimously, That the said Youngs and his 
son, Brush, and Conkling, in this matter have not contra- 
vened the Association, nor in any wise disobeyed the recom- 
mendations of the Continental or Provincial Congresses. 

Whereas, it appears that great uneasiness prevails inthe 
minds of many people upon this subject, arising from a 
laudable zeal to prevent any Provisions being sent to the 
instruments of tyranny and oppression at Boston, 

Ordered, That the parties concerned be allowed a copy 
of the Minutes for publication. 

Thomas Wickes, Chairman. 



COL. JAMES CLINTON TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEEIJFSAFETY". 

Little-Britain, July 21, 1775. 

I have just now received your letter dated July 17th, 
requesting me to prepare and lay before the Congress of 
this Colony at New-York, a state of my Regiment, and of 
the number of men ready and fit for service in each com- 
pany, and likewise requesting me to inform the Congress 
when the Regiment will be complete and ready to take the 
field, with all possible despatch. 

I can only acquaint you that Iliave mustered Captain 
Nicholson's company, and Captain Denton's; Nicholson's is 
complete, Denton's wants but four men. Captains Brown 
and Hasorouck, at Kingston, have made butsmall progress, 
as they have but lately begun to enlist ; but I make no doubt 
they will soon get their men. I have seen Caplain Bil- 
lings at Poughkeepsie, who says his company is complete, 
and I suppose Captain Dubois's is by this time. i ordered 
him to apply to Captain Swartwoitt 'to muster the two last 
companies, as he was appointed for that purpose. 

I have had no account from Captain Johnston, at Orange- 
town, nor the three Captains on hong-Island; but I suppose 
they have made a return to the Congress agreeable to the 
directions given them in. their warrant.. Asltlie companies 
appointed to my Regiment are at so great jTcfistance from 
each other, it is almost impossible for me lo make a return 
of the Regiment till I meet the Congress in New- York 
next Tuesday, which I intend to do_ asnnear the time as 
possible. I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

J ajie sJCjlinto??.:. 
To Henry Williams, Esq., Chairman" of the Committee of 

Safety for the City of New- Yor k, 

P. S. I find arms a scarce article amongst the men, they 
not having a. sufficient quantity to exercise" them. 



ELISHA PHELPS TO CONTINENTAI, CONGRESS. 

Albany, July 21, A. P. 1775. 
May it please your Honours : Being appointed by 
his Honour the Governour of Conmcikut, according to 
your resolve, to be Commissary, to receive at Alhqny pro- 
visions, &c, from the Provincial Convention of Nejp-Yprk, 
when I received the small stores q£ WtpJJeecker, thVCom- 
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missary in Albany, found them very deficient, according to 
the act of the Colony of Connecticut; on which I imme- 
diately applied to the Committee, who told me they had no 
Orders to purchase ; but some of them gave me, as their 
private advice, to purchase according to act of said Colony, 
whose advice I followed, and have purchased about three 
hundred barrels of flour, thirty barrels of molasses, some 
rum, sugar, vinegar, &c, and some hospital stores ; which 
I have done on the credit of the United Colonies of North 
America; would therefore take it as a great favour, if I 
could have from your Honours a sum of money sufficient 
to discharge said debts, and also to supply the Army with 
Other necessaries, and pay wagoners, &tc, as they complain 
much for jvant oLmoney, which I suppose would be much 
for the advantage of the cause we are embarked in, and to 
the honour of your humble servant ; which business you 
may depend will be done with as much spirit and despatch 
as possible. 

I have thought proper, as a part of my duty, to make 
return of the provision received and forwarded, as I have 
done to his Honour the Governour of Connecticut, and to 
the Provincial Congress of New- York and Massachusetts- 
Bay. Whilst, honoured gentlemen, I think 1 am doing 
my duty in the cause of my country, I am, with the great- 
est respect, your humble servant, at command, 

Elisha Phelps. 

To the Honourable Continental Congress. 



Return of Provisions, &fc, forwarded to the Northern 
Army by Elisha Phelps, Commissary, from the 3d day 
of July, 1775, to the 20th of July, 1775, inclusive : 
Received, 32 barrels of pork: 507 barrels of flour: 49 
bushels_of Indian _meah_ 10 tierces of rice: 7 tierces and 
15 barrels. of peas : 260 gallons of rum : 50 ferkins of but- 
ter: 3_ barrels, of_sugar : 56 J barrels of molasses : 3 barrels 
of vinegar r 150 weight of chocolate: 40 camp kettles; 
6 brass kettles: 12 iron pots and kettles : 86 hatchets: 50 
Lulian MBXiketsi JTdox of pick -axes: 14 quires of paper: 

4 sadd les a nd bridles : 12 barrels of salt : 21 casks of nails : 
20 barrels of pitch : 2 tons of bar iron. 

Forwarded, 24 barrels of pork: 371 barrels of flour: 9 
bushels ~6T~India n meal: 10 tierces of rice: J tierces and 
15 barrels of peas : 260 gallons of rum : ,50 ferkins of but- 
ter: 3 barrels of sugar :_56 J barrels of molasses; 3 barrels 
of vinegar: 150 weight of chocolate : 40 camp kettles: 
6 brass kettles : 12 iron pots and kettles: 86 hatchets: 50 
Indian blankets : 1 box of pick-axes : 14 quires of paper : 
3 saddles and bridles : 11 barrels of salt : 5 casks of nails : 

5 barrels, of pitch. 

On hand, 8 barrels of pork : 40 bushels of Indian meal : 
1 saddle and bridle : 1 barrel of salt: 16 casks of nails: 
15 barrels of pitch : 2 tons of bar iron. 

ErroumexcepFe J: ~ Elisha Phelps, Commissary. 
Albany, July 21, 1775. 

JOHN N. BLEECKER TO NEW- YORK CONGRESS. 

Albany, July 21, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Although I intimated in mine of the 3d 
instant, that I wouldsoon transmit accounts of the expenses 
in my department here, yet it is not in my power at present 
to give such an exact state of the charges as L could wish, 
as several accounts have not yet been delivered in for pro- 
visions, &c, supplied for the Provincial service. But being 
desirousjto jender accounts, under these circumstances I 
enclose you general accounts of stores and provisions re- 
ceived, purchased on credit, forwarded, issued, &ic. You 
, have also enclosed an account of expenses, so far as have 
come to my hands, by which a balance of £1,225 remains 
due, which I have in some measure engaged would be 
soon paid; and as_ those with whom the debts are contract- 
ed make daily application to me for money, in particular 
the wagoners, who have been employed, and intimate, that 
unless their demandore. satisfied very soon they must de- 
cline riding, since they have not wherewith to purchase hard 
fodder for tjieir horses, I therefore hope you will be pleased 
to put irhrmy" power to fulfil my promises, by furnishing 
mewitb a Jiufficrent_sum f of money to discharge the above- 
mentioned balance ; and, all publick moneys which have or 
may be delivered mjo my bands, I shall account for in a 



future settlement, by producing such vouchers for disburse- 
ments as I doubt not will meet your approbation. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, and most humble 
servant, John N. Bleecker. 

P. V.B.Livingston, Esq., President of the J'rovincial 

Congress. 

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE CONTINENTAL gONOVKESS. 
[Read September 13, 1775.] *'""" 

Ticpnderoga, July 21. 1775. 

Sir: I arrived here early on Tiiesday morning, the 18th 
instant, having been detained at Fort George and the Land- 
ing in giving directions and making preparations to keep 
up the communication, that the provision and stores for the 
Army may be forwarded without, interruption, whenever 
they shall be sent, 

1 cannot find that any intelligence has been received 
from Canada, on' which any great dependance can be 
made; yet accounts from all quartets agree that the Cana- 
dians are friendly to us ; that they refuse to assist General 
Carleton; and that the Indians will remain neuter.. 1 have 
great reason to believe it is so. 

A Canadian, who left, Canada thirteen days ago, informs 
me that a large body of Indians had come There ; that 
Governour Carleton attempted to engage them to fight 
against us; that he believed he would, have liuLe_ success ; 
that some of the young men inclined. to_Iake up theliatcnet, 
but that the elderly men opposed it ; that the Canadians 
will not act against us, some of the noblesse an cTver y lower 
kind excepted ; that timber was preparing on the north 
side of the St. John's to construct some craft ; that he saw 
nothing of a floating battery ; that they have thrown up 
lines strengthened with a chevaux-de-frise, a picketed ditch 
and abattis; that about a league on this side, they have an 
advanced guard of fifty men, covered by a small intrench- 
ment. .• J3 r— ; ™ = ^- 

This, then, is the time to gain intelligence with certainty 
by going to St. John's with a respectable body, giving the 
Canadians to understand, when we arrive ther e, that we 
mean nothing more than to prevent jbe_ regular Troops 
from getting a naval strength, and Interrupting The Friendly 
intercourse that has subsisted between us and them. But, 
unfortunately, not one earthly thing has been done here to 
enable me to move hence ; 1 have neither b£at s suff icient, 
nor any materials' prepared for building them. The stores 
I ordered from New-York are not yet arrived. TTiave 
therefore not a nail, no pitch, no oakum, and want a varie- 
ty of articles indispensably necessary, which 1 estimated 
and delivered to the New- York Congress on tbe 3d inst. 
An almost equal scarcity of ammunition subsists, no pow- 
der having yet come to hand ; not a gun-carriage for_ the 
kw proper guns we have; and as yet very little provision; 
two hundred Troops less than by my last return, these 
badly, very badly armed indeed ; and one poor armonrer 
to repair their guns. "~° «-■•■-=-■-- 

Armourers and armourers' tools, I had also ordered up, 
but not yet arrived. However, I believe the New-York 
Congress have sent off the articles 1 requested of them ; 
if so, I shall probably soon have them here. T shall not 
delay a moment in making the necessary preparations to 
move, agreeably to the orders you have been pleased to give 
me. Since my arrival I have repaired one saw mill, and 
given directions to do the same with another. . The first 
will begin to work on Sunday, the other can only begin 
when the saws arrive, which are amongst the other things 
1 have ordered from New-York. 

Until the stores from New-York .arrive, I shall employ 
my carpenters (about thirty in number, exclusive of what 
I may get out of the Troops) in procuring timber and plank 
for the boats, &c, &tc. ... - ...... ..... 

Although I made not a moment's delay in issuing the 
necessary orders, agreeably to your resolutions, and those 
of the New-York Congress, for levying five hundred of 
the Green Mountain Boys, yet nothing bas been done by 
that people, occasioned by disputes and jealousies among 
themselves, on the appointment of officers. Messrs. Allen 
and Warner have both been here, and left th is o nly yes- 
terday. They wish to appoint thejofficers themselves, and 
have applied to me for that purpose fl)ut your orders are 
positive, and the people avferse to it. _'._ 
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,'•:» 1. nowjind .that my conjectures, given you in a former 
letter, as to their numbers, were well founded, for both 
AUen and Warner declare that they will be obliged to 
recruit: in New-England to complete the five hundred men 
to be raised ; so that this intended corps will in all proba- 
bility not join me, if at all, until September. 
, At Crown Point an entrenchment was begun to shelter 
the Troops, before my arrival, but nothing has been done 
at this place, and we are in a perfectly defenceless state. 
I have, however, this day begun lines, on which 1 propose 
to employ as many men as I can spare, that I may be able 
to make some defence, and preserve the post in case of an 
attack, which General Carleton must have attempted had 
he been informed of our real situation. A few Troops 
Without any shelter, with little ammunition, less discipline, 
lulled in perfect security, might have fallen an easy prey 
to" an enterprising man. I hope, however, soon to be in 
4 situation To receive him properly should he venture to 
(Some aided by Canadians and Indians. 
WThe Connecticut Troops here are destitute of tents. 
They are now crowded in very bad barracks, which 1 fear 
will be introductory of disease. I have written to Govein- 
our Trumbull on this head. 

;«• Enclose you a copy of a letter dated the 17th instant, I 
have just received from Governour Trumbull. I am very 
s*orry that the Colony of Connecticut has made such large 
allowance for the daily subsistence of their men. It is 
difficult and .expensive to procure the things they are to 
have, agreeable to the law of their Colony here, and what 
is" worse,' other Troops that may join will certainly expect 
the like allowance, and a discrimination cannot be made in 
favour of ,the Troops of any particular Colony. A resolve 
of Congress what shall be the Continental allowance, and 
thai no_ Colony should send their Troops any thing more 
than what shall be so prescribed, would settle the matter 
alid prevent that jealousy which will otherwise take place. 

*I have sent for a man, the only one to be depended 
upon, to carry a letter into Canada, and to return with in- 
formation. I momently expect him, and shall despatch 
him. immediately after his arrival. 

.The measures I took before I left New- York and Albany, 
have relieved me from much anxiety on the score of pro- 
visions, with which I now hope the Troops will be better 
supplied. Exclusive of the extraordinary expenditures of 
pffSviSiofi^fTias been so scandalously neglected at the sev- 
eral posts on its way up, that I shall sustain a considerable 
loss, in the article of pork. Suspecting this, I ordered salt 
up before I left Saratoga, to save all that can be. 

Mr. Mott of Connecticut has been appointed an Engineer 
by that Colony, with the rank of Colonel. What his abili- 
ties are in J;hat.way I know not, having as yet seen none 
of* his worlts, I beg to know if his appointment is to be 
confirmed py Congress. 

■The only Troops from this Colony that have yet joined 
the Army, are those mentioned in the return I had the 
honour to send you, which were enlisted by order of the 
Albany Committee previous to the order of Congress for 
raising Troops in it. 

The person I sent for to go to Canada is so lame that 
he cannot stir. I shall venture a letter with the French- 
man who brought me the intelligence I have given you, 
an<j despatch him to day. 

There are such a variety of persons employed in provi- 
ding these Troops, that they involve me in great difficulties. 
No less than _fifty milch cows are sent up for the use of 
Colonel Hinrnan's Regiment, (our working cattle and the 
fat cattle have hardly any feed, occasioned by the severest 
drought ever known in this country;) I have ordered them 
back to_New_-England as useless to the men, distressing to 
the service, and as what would be another source of unea- 
siness, if we should be joined by other Troops. 

A set of people in this country, calling themselves a 
Committee-of-War. by what authority I know not, have 
taken Colonel Skene's forge and farm into possession, under 
prStence"6f working it for the publick; but as it has turned 
out, to embezzle every thing. I have given orders for them 
to"jjjjtiit it, and to restore it to Colonel Skene's agent, or 
ov§t3;eer,~that no disgrace may be brought on our cause by 
supti lawless, proceedings. 

Since the return I bad the honour of sending to you, 
eight batteaus, built on Lake George, have been brought 



here, each capable of carrying twenty men and twenty 
days' provisions. 

I am, Sir, with the most sincere respect, your most obe- 
dient and most humble servant, Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Ticondcroga, July 21, 1775. 

Sir: I am just favoured with_a line from Governour 
Trumbull; the enclosed is part of what he writes me, and 
of what I have said on that subject, tothe Continental Con- 
gress. 

It is not easy to conceive the difficulties I labour under 
for want of many of the articles contained in the estimate 
which I had the honour to deliver you on the 3d instant, 
especially for the intrenching tools and materials for build- 
ing- ,. "" . ..'..." \ JZ^'S ~~~~-~ ~ 

The swivel guns and the lead I find a sufficiency of here, 
you will therefore please to order these, if not already 
sent, to be stopped; instead thereof to add one ton of 
oakum, twenty barrels of pitch, ten lanterns, and two 
pair of fort colours. The truck carriages were to be sent 
provided they were ready made ; as they are not, you will 
please to take no farther notice of them. 

By a letter from Mr. Curtenius, of the 10th, I find be 
has delayed sending the oars, on account of the heavy ex- 
pense of carriage; but even in that case they "will come 
cheaper than to make them here by the workmen from 
New- York. 

I am very anxious to have the New-York Troops with 
me. Their arrival will, therefore, afford me great satisfac- 
tion. I hope some are on their way up. I have appointed 
a very good man as a sutler to supply them here, who is 
now preparing for their reception. Too many of them are 
very disadvantageous to the soldiers, and destructive to the 
service'. " . - ' : "-'z : :z;~L'r:-i ;-'-"-- 

Intelligence which I have received from Canada advises 
that a numerous body of Indians are there ; that,Governour 
Carleton attempted to engage them against us ; that he be- 
lieved he would have little success; that some of the young 
men inclined to take up the hatchet, but __that the elderly 
opposed it; that the Canadians are averse to enter into the . 
controversy, the noblesse and very lower order excepted. 

I am, Sir, with great respect, younnqst _ obedient hum- 
ble servant, "Philip Schuyler, 
Peter V. ~Brugh Livingston, Esq. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

TjcpiiiliToga, July 21, 1775. 

Sir: Your Honour's letter of the 17th instant was de- 
livered this morning. I shall immediately write on the 
subject of providing for the Troops to the JSeiv-York Con- 
gress, and enclose so much of your letter as relates to that 
subject. It gave me pain to learn that not less, than fifty 
cows were driving up here, for the use of Colonel Hin- 
man's Regiment. Our working cattle are in 3 starving 
condition, the country being parched up by the excessive 
droughts, and such an additional number of cattle would 
destroy the little feed we have left, and be of very little 
use to the Troops. These would be sufficient reasons to 
order them bacK ; but if grass was plenty here I would no.t 
wish to have them; troops from New York are coming 
up, and such a discrimination in the allowance ;, would 
create me much trouble. I am happy to find Colonel 
Hinman and several of his officers quite' Ig7ee;jn sentiment 
with me. I am informed the cows are" i<v good order, and 
that they may be soon made beef; I have, therefore, direct- 
ed Major Sheldon, who, I understand, has charge of them, 
to put them into pasture wherever he can get it, until he 
shall receive your Honour's direction how to dispose of 
them. 

It is much to be lamented that we are so totally unpre- 
pared to avail ourselves of the favourable disposition of the 
Canadians. I was in hopes to have found something done 
to enable the Troops to move, but every thing is wanted ; 
I am destitute of every material for making the necessary 
preparations, I hope, however, in a little wniTe7 to "make 
all obstacles vanish; much may be done when people set 
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to business with hand jmd heart. I am, Sir, with senti- 
ments of respect and esteem, your Honour's most obedient 
and most humble servant, Ph. Schuyler, 

To Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., &£.c, &,c. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONTI- 
NENTAL CONGRESS. 

Camp at Cambridge, July 21, 1775. 

Sir: Since I did myself the honour of addressing you 
the fourteenth instant, I have received advice from Govern- 
our Trumbull that the Assembly of Connecticut had voted, 
and that they are now raising two Regiments, of seven hun- 
dred men. each, in consequence of an application from the 
Provincial Congress of Massachusetts- Bay. The Rhode- 
Island Assembly has also made an augmentation for this 
purpose. These re-enforcements, with the riflemen who 
are daily expected, and such recruits as may come in to fill 
up the Regiments here, will, I apprehend, compose an 
army sufficiently strong to oppose any force which may he 
brought against us at present. 1 am very sensible, that the 
heavy expense necessarily attendant upon this campaign, 
will call for the utmost frugality and care, and would there- 
fore, if possible, avoid enlisting one unnecessary man. As 
tiiis is the first certain account of the destination of these 
new raided troops, I thought proper to communicate my 
sentiments as early as possible, lest the Congress should 
act upon my letter of the tenth, and raise troops in the 
Southern Colonies ; which, in my present judgment, may 
be dispensed with. 

For ihese eight days past there have been no move- 
ments in either camp of any consequence. On our side, we 
have continued the works without any intermission, and 
they are ...now so far advanced as to leave us little to appre- 
hend on: that score. On the side of the enemy, they have 
also been very industrious in finishing their lines, both on 
Bunker's Hill and Roxbury Neck. In this interval, also, 
their transports have arrived from New-York, and they 
have been employed in landing and stationing their men. 
I have been able to collect no certain account of the 'num- 
bers^ arrived, but the enclosed letter, wrote (though not 
signed) by Mr. Sheriff Lee, and delivered me by Captain 
Darby, (who went express with an account ofthe Lexing- 
ton .battle,) will enable us to form a pretty accurate judg- 
ment. The increase of tents and men in the Town of 
Boston is very obvious, but all my accounts from thence 
agree that there is a great mortality, occasioned by the want 
of vegetables and fresh meat, and that their loss in the late 
battle at Charlestown, from the few recoveries of their 
wounded, is greater than at first supposed. The condi- 
tion of the inhabitants detained in Boston is very distress- 
ing; they are equally destitute of the comfort of fresh 
provisions, and many of them are so reduced in their cir- 
cumstances as to be unable to supply themselves with salt; 
such fish _ as_ the _soJ die ry leave is their principal support. 
AddecT to all tills, such suspicion and jealousy prevails, 
that they can scarcely speak, or even look, without expos- 
ing themselves to some species of military execution, 

I haye_j30t_bee_n able, from any intelligence I have re- 
ceived, to form any certain judgment of the future opera- 
tions of. the enemy. Sometimes I have suspected an in- 
tention of detaching a part of their Army to some part of 
the coast, as they have been building a number of flat-bot- 
tomed boats, capable of holding two hundred men each. 
But from their works, and the language held at Boston, 
there is reason to think they expect the attack from us, 
and are principally engaged in preparing themselves against 
it. I have ordered all the whale boats along the coast to 
be collected, and some of them are employed every night 
to watch the motions of the, enemy by water, so as to guard 
as much_ as possible against any surprise. 

Upon my arrivar and since, some: complaints have been 
preferred against officers for cowardice in the late action on 
Bunker's Hill. Though there were several strong circum- 
stances and a very genera! opinion against them, none have 
been condemned, except a Captain Callender, of the artil- 
lery, who was immediately cashiered. I have been sorry 
to find k aiLujicontradicted fact, that the principal failure 
of duty that day was in the officers, though many of them 
distinguished themselves by their gallant behaviour. The 
soldiers generally shewed great spirit and resolution. 



Next to the more immediate and pressing duties of put- 
ting our lines in as secure a state as possible, attending to 
the movements of the enemy, and gaining intelligence, my 
great concern is to establish order, regularity and discipline; 
without which, our numbers would embarrass us, and in 
case of action, general confusion must infallibly ensue. In 
order to this, I propose to divide the Army into three divi- 
sions, at the head of each will be a General Officer; these 
divisions to be again subdivided intoJBrigades, under their 
respective Brigadiers. But the difficulty arising from the 
arrangement of the General Officers, and waiting the far- 
ther proceedings of the Congr.ess orr this subject, has 
much retarded my progress in this mosL necessary work. 
I should be very happy to receive their final commands, 
as any determination would enable me to proceed in my 
plan. 

General Spencer returned to the camp two days ago, 
and has consented to serve under Putnam, rather than 
leave the Army entirely. I have heard nothing from Gen- 
eral Pomeroy ; should he wholly retire, I apprehend it will 
be necessary to supply his place as soon as possible. Gen- 
eral Folsom proposes also to retire. 

In addition to the officers mentioned in mine of the 
tenth instant, I would humbly propose that some provision 
should be made for a Judge Advocate and Provost Mar- 
shal; the necessity of the first appointment was _so great, 
that I was obliged to nominate a Mr. Tudor, who was~well 
recommended to me, and now executes the office, under 
an expectation of receiving Captain's pay — an allowance, 
in my opinion, scarcely adequate to the service in new 
raised troops, where there are Courts- Martial every day. 
However, as that is the proportion in the regular Army, and 
he is contented, there will be no necessity of an addition. 

I must also renew my request as to money, and the ap- 
pointment of a Paymaster. I have forbore urging matters 
of this nature, from my knowledge of the many important 
concerns which engage the attention of the Congress; but 
as I find my difficulties thicken every day, 1 make no doubt 
suitable regard will be paid to a necessity of this kind. 
The inconvenience of borrowing such sums as are constant- 
ly requisite must be too plain for me to enlarge uponj and 
is a situation from which I should be very_happy to be re- 
lieved. 

Upon the experience 1 have had, and the hest consider- 
ation of the appointment of the severaF offices of Com- 
missary-General, Mustermaster-General, Quartermaster- 
General, Paymaster-General, and Commiskny^f Artillery, 
I am clearly of opinion, that they not' only conduce to 
order, despatch, and discipline, but that it is a measure of 
economy. The delay, the waste, and the unpunishable 
neglect of duty, arising from these offices being m commis- 
sion in several hands, evidently shew that the publick ex- 
pense must be finally enhanced. I havaexperienced the 
want of these officers in completing the returns of men, 
ammunition, and stores; the latter are yet imperiect, from 
the number of hands in which they are dispersed. I have 
enclosed the last weekly return, which is more accurate 
than the former, and hope in a little timeVe shllTbe per- 
fectly regular in this, as well as severarotheniecessary 
branches of duty. ; 

I have made inquiry into the establish rnenL of me Hos- 
pital, and find it in a very unsettled condition. There 
is no principal Director, or any subordination_AnroTig the 
Surgeons ; of consequence, disputes and contention have 
arisen, and must continue, until it is reduced to some, sys- 
tem. I could wish it were immediately taken into consi- 
deration, as the lives and health of both officers iind men 
so much depend upon a due regulation of this department. 
I have been particularly attentive to the least symptoms of 
the small-pox, and hitherto we have been so fortunate as 
to have every person removed so soon^as hot only to pre- 
vent any communication, but any alarm or apprehension it 
might give in the camp. We shall conWue theTitmost 
vigilance against this most dangerous enemy. 

In an army properly organized there are sundry offices 
of an inferiour kind, such as Wagon-master, Master-Car- 
penter, &ic; but I doubt whether my powers are sufficient- 
ly extensive for such appointments. If It Is thought proper 
to repose such a trust in me, I shall be governed in the 
discharge of it by a strict regard to econorn jr and the pub- 
lick interest. 
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My instructions from the honourable Congress direct, 
that no Troops are to be disbanded without their express 
direction, nor to be recruited to. more than double the num- 
ijer . pJU^jgngm^jLJpori this subject I beg leave to repre- 
sent, that unless the Regiments in this Province are more 
i ,^c^|sJiTm t! remyj;jng than 1 have reason to expect, a re- 
iW^iSS.^IjflQiS^Cth 61 " 11 wilLbe. highly necessary, as the 
publick are put to the whole expense of an establishment 
of officers, while the real strength of the Regiment, which 
consists. in. the rank and file, is defective. In case oCjuch 
<L reduction, doubtless some of the privates, and all the 
^cerjjjwoiildreturn home ; but many of the former would 
p) info the remaining Regiments, and, having had some 
experience," would fill them up with useful men. I so 
plainly percejve the expense of this campaign will exceed 
ajfy .calculation hitherto made, that I am particularly anxious 
to strike ofT every unnecessary charge. You. will therefore, 
Sir, be pleased to favour me with explicit directions from 
the .Congress on the mode of this reduction, if it shall ap- 
pear necessary, that no time may be lost when such neces- 
sity appears. 

Yesterday we had an account that the light-house was 
on fire, by whom, and under what orders, I have not yet 
learned ; but we have reason to believe it has been done 
by some of our irregulars. 

You will please to present me to the Congress with the 
utmost duty and respect ; and believe me to be, Sir, your 
most obedient and very humble servant, 

Go. Washington. 

P. S. Captain Darby's stay in England was so short 
that he brings no other information than what the enclosed 
letter, and the newspapers which will accompany this, con- 
tain. General Gage's despatches had not arrived, and the 
Ministry affected to disbelieve the whole account, treating 
it as a fiction, or, at most, an affair of little consequence. 
The fall of Stocks was very inconsiderable. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONTINENTAL 
.,' . CONGRESS. 

. - : .Cambridge Camp, JuJy 21, 1775, Five o'clock, P. M. 

"'I Sir:. Since .closing the letters which accompany this, I 
have feceTyecT an account of the destruction of the Light- 
house, a copy of which I have the honour to enclose, and 
of again assuring you that I am, with great respect, Sir, 
yaiirnrost obedient humble servant, 

. v uo. Washington. 

,lP,,S.J 7 h^alsp. received a more authentick account 
of the loss. Q.fjhe_eriemy in the late battle, than any yet 
rec^\v§i[._"JTgMpTWinshij), who lodged in the same house 
with an = oJEce = r_of the_Marines, assures me they had exactly 
onethqusanj and forty-three killed and wounded, of whom 
tlyil-ipn^re^jy^oii'the field, or died within a few hours; 
marry of the wounded are since dead. G. W. 



: *V«ri«p«SS£filll^' GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
.'■;;.' :::;«L |sif .:: i.j.£L,.H. e ad-Quarters, Cambridge, July 15, 1775. 
(Parole, Virginia. J (Countersign, Maryland.) 

,:„The Commanding Officers of each Regiment to report 
the names_of_such men, in their respective corps, as are 
most expcit in the management of whale-boats. 

v> hen. a_nj commissioned or non-commissioned officer is 
sent upon an) detachment or duty of honour or fatigue, 
or to see^the execution of any particular work, he is, so 
soon a5 the service is performed, to make a report thereof 
to his commanding officer. 

"ft oeing found advantageous to the publick service to 
remove sunrL y horned cattle and sheep from the ground 
upon winch "hey were grazing near Chelsea, (to prevent 
their falling into the enemy's hands,) it is earnestly recom- 
mendedjojhe several Commissaries, to purchase such of 
them as are. fit for slaughter, of the owners, in order that 
they may suffer the least loss possible from the unavoid- 
able necessity of removing them from the rapacious claws 
of our enemjes. 

iQplqn^jQridley, Chief Engineer, is desired to report 
what cheyam-de-fnse are made, and what forwardness 
those arein tijaj^are now making. It is necessary those 
upon hand De completed without delay. 



Notwithstanding the orders already given, the General 
hears with astonishment that not only soldiers, but officers 
unauthorized, are continually conversing with the officers 
and sentries of the enemy. Any officer, non-commission- 
ed officer, or soldier, or any person whatsoever, who is de- 
tected holding any conversation, or carrying on any corres- 
pondence with any of the officers or sentries of the ad- 
vanced posts of the enemy, will be immediately brought 
before a General Court-Martial, and punished with the 
utmost severity. The General is alone to judge of the 
propriety of any intercourse with the enemy, and no one 
else is to presume to interfere. '"""" 

The Chief Engineer, Colonel Gridley, to order an En- 
gineer and a Field-Officer of Artillery to go round the 
lines and redoubts to examine if the guns are placed pro- 
perly in the embrasures, and if theembrasures are properly 
made, and properly sloped towards the country. The En- 
gineer and Artillery Officer to report to the Commander- 
in-Chief as soon as they have obeyed this order. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 16, 1775. 
(Parole, Carolina.) (Countersign, Springfield.) 

The Continental Congress having^afnesffy recommend- 
ed, that " Thursday next, the 20th nistant, be observed by 
the inhabitants of all the English Colonies upon this Con- 
tinent as a day of publick hujiiilTali^Tasting, and prayer, 
that they may with united heaTt^pd voice unfeignedly 
confess their sins before God, am] supplicate the all-wise 
and merciful disposer of events to avert the desolation and 
calamities of an unnatural war," the Generaf orders that 
day to be religiously observed by the forces" under his com- 
mand, exactly in manner directed by the Proclamation of 
the Continental Congress. Jt is there forestrictTyenjoined 
on all officers and soldiers (not upon duty) to at tend divine 
service, at the accustomed places oFworship, as well in the 
lines as the encampments and quar ters ; and it is expected, 
that all those who go to worship do Tate their arms, am- 
munition, and accoutrements, and are_ prepared for imme- 
diate action, if called upon. If, in the judgment of the 
officers, the works should appear to. be. In suc h forwar dness 
as the utmost security of the camp Tequires, they^will. com- 
mand their men to abstain from, all labour, u pon that solemn 
day." ■■ ■ •---">-*■« ■<=■-■■-- •:,:. -• 

It was with much surprise and concern that the Gene- 
ra], in passing along the New-Hampshire lines yestej'day, 
observed a most wanton, tmschie you s, an d "unprofitable 
abuse of property, in the destruction of "many valuable 
trees, which were standing along the side of the road, out 
of the way of our works or guns ; he therefore _orders, that 
an effective stop be put to such practices for the future, or 
severe punishment will fall upon the transgressors of this 
order. 

William Palfrey, Esquire, is appointed Aid-de-Camp 
to Major-General Lee; all orders, whether written or ver- 
bal, coming from General Lee, and delivered by Captain 
Palfrey, are to be punctually obeyed. 

A particular Return, to be deliveied to the Adjutant- 
General to-morrow at ordeily time, of the Regiment of 
Artillery, distinguishing how every man and officer in that 
corps is at present employed, and where posted. 



Head-Quarters, July 17, 1775.. 

(Parole, Roittm.) (Countersign, Salem.) 

There is reason to apprehend, that the Genera! Orders 
are not regularly published to the ncm-coTTfraissioned^officers 
and soldiers of the Army. As pleading ignorance of orders 
will not for the future be admitted in excise, of any delin- 
quency, it is once more ordered, that the Adjutants of 
the several corps will be exact in seeing the orders read 
every evening to the men off duty, of their respective 
corps, as they may depend upon a nswer ing before a Court- 
Martial for any neglect in obeying thisorder.^ 

The General Court-Martial, whereof C'oL John Mxpn is 
President, to sit again to-morrow; flTMTJrrg freight o'clock, 
to try such prisoners as shall be.. br ought "befo re them ; all 
evidences and persons concerned to att end the Court . ' 

There being a great neglect intending in the Returns 
to the Adjutant-General, as directed'by the General Orders 
of Friday last, (especially from the KegimenTs^posted Tn 
and near .Roxbury,) the . General assures j Comrnjnding 
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Officers of corps from whom the Returns are expected, 
that he will not for the future pass over the slightest neg- 
lect in sending Returns to Head-Quarters at the time di- 
rected by the General Orders. If there is any remissness in 
the Adjutants, the Colonels will confine the transgressors. 

After Orders. 
Captain Benjamin Perkins, of Colonel Little's Regi- 
ment, confined by Colonel Doolittle for assisting and 
abetting soldiers to mutiny, in rescuing a prisoner from 
the quarter-guard of Colonel Doolittle's Regiment, is to 
be tried to-morrow morning by the Court-Martial where- 
of Colonel Nixon is President; all evidences and persons 
concerned to attend the Court. 



Head-Quarters before Boston, July 18, 1775. 

(Parole, Wilmington.) (Countersign, Chester.) 

As the cbevaux-de-frise are not in readiness, the offi- 
cers commanding the different lines and redoubts are, as 
speedily as possible, to provide a sufficient number of ga- 
bions, which are to lay empty at the entrances of their 
respective posts, in order to he filled up as occasion may 
require. General Putnam will forthwith order his post to 
be furnished with a large quantity of fascines, 

The officers commanding the different posts to send an 
exact Return to Head-Quarters this afternoon of all the 
intrenching tools in their possession, viz: Spades, Pick- 
axes, Wheelbarrows, Handbarrows, Axes, and Crowbars, 
and to mention the number and quality of any of these im- 
plements that are still wanting to carry on their respective 
works. 

Six Captains, twelve Subalterns, twelve Sergeants, and 
three hundred rank and file, to parade to-morrow morning, 
immediately after divine service, from the Regiments now 
stationed in Cambridge, as a working party, to assist in 
raising the New-Hampshire lines, 

Colonel James Scammons, of the Massachusetts-Bay 
forces, tried by the General Court-Martial of which Col. 
John Nixon was President, for " disobedience of orders, 
and backwardness in the execution of his duty;" the 
Court, after duly examining the evidence for and against 
the prisoner, together with what the prisoner had to say in 
his defence, are of opinion, that Colonel Scammons is not 
guilty of the crimes wherewith he was accused, and there- 
fore do acquit the prisoner. Colonel Scammons to be im- 
mediately released from his arrest. 

If, after what has happened, the enemy, in revenge of 
their late loss, should dare to attempt forcing our lines 3 , the 
Army nmy be assured, that nothing but their own indolence 
and remfssiTCSs can give the least hope of success to so rash 
an enterprise. It is therefore strongly recommended to 
the commanding officers of corps, guards, and detach- 
ments, that they be assiduously alert in parading their 
men, at their several posts, half an hour before daybreak, 
and remain there until the commanding officers tjiink pro- 
per to dismiss them. 

The General hears with astonishment the very frequent 
applications (hat are made to him, as well by officers as 
soldiers, for furloughs. Brave men, who are engaged in 
the noble cause of liberty, should never think of removing 
from their camp while the enemy is in sight, and anxious 
to take every advantage any indiscretion on our side may 
give them. The General doubls not but the commanding 
officers of corps will anticipate his wishes, and discourage 
those under them from disgracefully desiring to go home, 
until thecwipaign is Tended. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 20, 1775. 
(Parole, Mmy.j (Counterjign, Ticonckroga.) 

Certain drums in and near Cambridge very improperly 
beat the reveille this morning before day. Although the 
Troops are ordered to be under arms half an hour before 
day-light, it does not follow the drums are to beat at that 
time. The reveille is to beat when a sentry can see clearly 
one thousand yards around him, and not before. 

All Aids-de-Camp and Majors of Brigade are to keep 
regularly entered in a book all the General Orders of the 
Army, as well as those of the Brigades they belong to, as 
the General-in-Chief will not, for the future, adrni^ as'ah 



excuse for the breach of orders, the plea of not knowing 
them. 

Samuel Osgood and Joseph Ward, Esquires, being ap- 
pointed Aids-de-Camp to M ajor-General Ward, they are 
to be obeyed as such ; and all orders coimrrg-from Aids-de- 
Camp, are to be considered as the orders of their respective 
Generals, and whether written or verbal, to be forthwith 
obeyed. It may be necessary once rrrare to repeat to the 
Army, that every Aid-de-Camp, and Major of Brigade, will 
be distinguished by a green ribband. ' "' 

Certain corps having been dilatory in delivering last 
Saturday their weekly Returns, as positively directed by 
former orders, the General is determined, for the future, not 
to excuse any neglect in sending the Returns every 'Satur- 
day to the Adjutant-General. As the commanding officers 
of Regiments are to be answerable for the due observance 
of this order, it is expected they are exact in obliging their 
respective Adjutants to fulfil their duty. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOHN HANCOCK. 

Cambridge, July 21, 1775. 

Dear Sir: 1 am particularly to acknowledge that part 
of your favour of the tenth instant, wherein you do me the 
honour of determining to join the Army under my com- 
mand. I need certainly make no professions of the plea- 
sure I shall have m seeing you ; at the same time 1 have 
to regret that so little is in my power to offer equal to Col- 
onel Hancock's merits, and worthy of his acceptance. I 
shall be happy, in every opportunity, to show the _regard 
and esteem with which I am, Sir, your most obedient "arid 
very humble servant, . _ _."... 

To Colonel John Hancock. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNORS TRtTraULL. 

Cambridge, July 21, 1775, 

Sir: I am to acknowledge your favour of the seven- 
teenth instant, informing me of the destination of the Troop? 
raising in your Colony. As the season is now advanced, 
and the enemy considerably re-enforced, we have the. ut- 
most reason to expect any attack that may be made will 
not be much longer delayed. I should therefore think it 
highly necessary the new raised Troops should join the 
Army with all possible expedition. Upon inquiry with 
respect to the flour, I do not find our necessities to be such 
as to require an immediate transportation during the har- 
vest; but as soon as it can be sent with convenience, you 
will please to give directions for that purpose. Colonel 
Trumbull will advise you to what place ills "tolie addresiid, 
and to whose care. " 

Agreeable to your intimation I have ordered the express 
to wait on you, and shalldo so in future^ We have had 
no occurrence in the camp of any material consequence. 
On both sides we are strengthening our lines in full view 
of each other. ~_'Z" J 

I am, Sir, with esteem, &tc, your most obedient servant. 

Go. Washington, 
To the Honourable Governour Trumbull. 



GOVERNOTJH WENTWORTH TO SECRET ART ATKINSON. 
Fort William and Mary, July 21, 1775. 

Sir: Captain Barkley (at noon) gave me the enclosed 
paper, which I hope may effect a continuance of the bpat 
fishery. You are sensible that I have not any powers" to 
alter or direct in this matter, the. execution of the Restrain- 
ing Act being committed to the Navy and Customhouse. 

I am, with due regard and respect, Sir, your most obe- 
dient servant, J, Wentworth. 
The Honourable Theodore Atkinson, Esq. '"" 

Scarborough, July 21, 1775. 
Captain Barkley will suffer the open boats of the Town 
of Portsmouth, and the country, to go a-fishing for fresh 
fish only, first having a permit from him for thai purpose, 
provided the Town of Portsmouth will, lei H]s JYIajesty's' 
ship, under his command, be supplied witO-esh beef as 
"J 5 "??]* 3 ?. 1 "? common market price, and our boats to pass 
and repass without molestation. 



1711 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS,' &c., JULY, 1775. 



1712 



johntiancock", president, tathe*:nw-hawpshire 
congress. ."~~~.t." 

Congress Chamber, July 22, 1775. 

Gentlemen: By return of the Army, transmitted by 
the General to Congress, it appears there is a great defi- 
ciency in many Regiments; upon which the Congress came 
to the enclosed resolutions, which I am ordered to transmit 
to you. 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient humble servant, 

John Hancock, President. 

Convention of New- Hampshire. 

P. S. I enclose you a publick paper, in which you will see 
the resolutions of Congress respecting the Militia through 
the Continent. 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Camp at Harlem, July 22, 1775. 

Sir: I received your order of the seventeenth instant, 
and immediately contracted for vessels to carry the Troops 
to Albany. The first division, under the command of 
Colonel Waterbury, will march on Monday next, and the 
remainder will march as soon as I can possibly get the 
vessels ready to take them, which wont exceed Wednesday. 
And indeed, Sir, you may depend upon my utmost exer- 
tion and assiduity for carrying into execution every order 
within ~my department, for the good of the common cause, 
notwithstanding some discouragements that I have met with, 
after a series '.of .thirty-four years in the service of my King 
and Country. 

Since. General Schuyler went to Ticonderoga, a letter 
came from General Washington, addressed to him or the 
officer, commanding at or near New-York, in which was 
the following paragraph, viz: ! 'The commissions which 
have be en_ forwarded to me are not sufficient to answer the 
demand I have for them, there being at least one thousand 
officers in this department, and not more than five hundred 
C0rrjTJ!lssigji§;;irirny possession . ' As you are so much nearer 
to Ehilad§lphia than I am, I request you to apply to Con- 
gress for as_many_as you are likely to want." 

7 The foj^esjmjjgr my command are in gen era] good 
health anrTTngh spirits, and rejoice to have it in their power 
to "|6 'Hvliete they may have an opportunity to do their 
Cpuntjy some service. 

f f am. Sir, with the greatest esteem, your obliged humble 
slrf&htp""'"" """""" " David IV ooster. 

The Honourable. John Hancock, President of the Conti- 

f'tfen'tM Congress. 



: <i-i*t "^TENEltXt; S'C'&TJYLER Tp NEW-YORjC CONGRESS. 
' ': ' tji^P^^ ■■■ .Ticonderoga, July 22, 1775. 

Sir : Tam lust favoured with your letter of the thirteenth 
instant; "enclosing a copy of Colonel Hmman s to the Con- 
gress i':f TCvery consideration induces me to take all the pre- 
cautions possible, more especially as I have four important 
posts toniaTnfaTn, with a small number of troops, and those 
v*ery ill armed and with little ammunition. In this disa- 
greeable situation, I feel very sensibly the exceeding slow- 
ness 1 with which the levies are made in every part of our 
Colony. Captain Mott informs me that I need not expect 
a' re"-fer1'forcement In less than a month. Should General 
Bwrgoyne ^as Is reported) be gone with a body of troops 
lb Canada^and make an attack in this quarter, in our pre- 
sent' weak and defenceless situation, what the consequences 
would be to the Country are easier conceived than de- 
scribe d L Ijio pe such as are raised, although the Regiments 
lfia'y* nfi.Ee complete, will be ordered up without delay 
with camp equipage. I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

-'**-=* : '= Philip Schuyler. 

Henry truhams ,TEsquire, Chairman of the Committee of 

New-York Congress. 

rSl&lisWICH (NEW-HAMPSHIRE) COMMITTEE. 

■■■;« :s^^W>*i .,< New-Ipswich, July 22, 1775. 

'■Ip February last, the Committee of Inspection for the 
Town afWew-Ipswich, in New-Hampshire, finding that 
Mr. David, ffi??s,.a trader in said Town, had raised the 
price of some articles of his Merchandise, whereupon said 



Committee called him to an account, and after some de- 
bate, said Hills promised to adhere strictly to the Asso- 
ciation ; so said Committee received him again. In the 
beginning of March then next, the said Hills violated the 
Association again in the same manner as before, whereupon 
said Committee called him to an account again ; then he 
said he did not understand the Association nor the promise, 
as we did, but for the future he would adhere to the Asso- 
ciation and the promise, as we understood them ; so was 
again received. Now he has violated the Association in 
like manner the third time, notwithstanding his promise; so 
we again. examined him, and he owned he Jiad ..raised . Ins 
price orrsome articles, viz. Salt, Fish, and Rum, and says 
it is no violation of the Association^ so refusesAo make satis- 
faction. Now we, the Committee, advise all good people 
to break off all dealings with him, as the Association binds 
all to do. By order of the Committee. 

Joseph Bates, Chairman vf said Committee. 

DAVID HILLS TO THE PUBLICK, _ J 

. New-Ipswich, August 30, 1775. 
The publication in the Essex Gazette , prinfed the 24tli 
instant, signed "Joseph Bates, Chairman of said Commit' 
tee," requires this piece of justice to tbe.publick, and to my 
character, that some of the facts, therein, mentioned be 
rightly stated. . The customary price of salt was four shil- 
lings per bushel till July \a.sl, when the price of carting was 
necessarily raised five or six pence, for want of loading to 
carry down, and pearly all the salt I have had onjhand ever 
since has cost three shillings, seven pence, one-nTth, per 
bushel, delivered here, and the price complained of is four 
shillings, three pence, one-fifth ; so that the advance is eight 
pence, making "o p'l""<ance fr>r the c^ks to contain it, 
waste, &,c. I lme had license to ictai l ru in. only since 
November la^t. M v pi ice ha^ been two shillings, six pence - , 
two-fifths per gallon, till July last, when T raised it to two 
shillings eight pence, which has been.the .customary price 
here for several years, the excise on__it__being two pence. 
The customary price of common fish isjwo pence and three 
pence per pound; this of mine is SpfnTg merchantable fish, 
equal in quality to what the. Army is supplied with at 
nineteen shillings per quintal, and my price for it is three 
pence per pound. As for what _ passed in February and 
March last, see a vote of the Town at t he annual meeting, 
March 13, viz : «' Voted to aceepToTthe Committee of 
Inspection's Report, with respect to the two shop-keepers, 
and that the Town is satisfied with sai d sho p-keepers." 
This I can fully prove is the true .state_.oLt1ie_case, and I 
hereby challenge this Committee, anrT tile whole world, to 
produce any evidence tq the contrary. Their publication, 
however absurd, is less strange, since It appears that two, 
the most leading men of the Committee, have declared 
against the present proceedings of the united" American 
Colonies, as being imprudent, and that we had better Trave 
complied with the requisitions of the British- Parliament. 
Upon principles, it seeing, h6t unlike this, the Committee 
have proceeded in the most arbitrary and obstinate manner 
to publish the said piece, utterly refusing, after repeated 
entreaties, to submit to a hearing of the case before "any 
other Committee. ; Now I desire all people, "Both" "^ood" 
and bad, to treat this Committee and their purifications as 
they deserve. David Hills. 

STATEMENT OF POMBITTEE. 

Nsw.Ipswich, September 13, 1775. 
The piece published in the Essex Gazette, the seventh 
instant, signed by David Hills, which says, " the publica- 
tion in the Essex Gazette, printed the twenty-fourth instant, 
signed by Joseph Bates, ChairrnSn, requires that piece of 
justice to the publick and his character, 7 ' I observe is such 
a piece of justice as the Tory party have practised to pub- 
lish, mostly false and scandalous, representing" things in a 
false light. When he says the carting « as necessarily raised, 
he hired some teams to carry and fetch a load at eight shil- 
lings, lawful money, a journey cheaper than the usual price; 
the salt he mentions, he bought at twelve shillings per 
hogshead; the fish, which he says is equal in quality to what 
the Army is supplied with at ninefeen shillings per quintal, 
he bought at ten shillings per quintal, as appears by his bill 
from his merchant ; the rum he bought a large store of, at 
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one shilling eight pence per gallon, except one load at one 
shilling nine pence ; and as the affairs of the Province are 
regulated by the Congress, it is supposed there will be no 
excise. It appears said Hills got his goods or merchan- 
dise as cheap as usual ; if so, I see no reason why he should 
raise his price. I should think it soon enough to raise when 
his goods cost more. The report of the Coramittee he 
refers to was, that the said Hills had promised to make 
restitution to those he had sold to at a higher price than the 
usual custom, and that he would adhere to the Association 
as the Committee understood it. The said Hills and his 
adherents said the Ninth Article of the Association means 
that the vender of goods shall sell at their usual profits. 
The Committee said it means that they should sell at their 
usual prices ; so he complied and made said promise. Upon 
said promise the Town voted, satisfied with said Hills, or 
shop-keeper. These things, I think, may easily be proved, 
notwithstanding his bold challenge. On the twenty-ninth 
of August last, we had a full Town-meeting, which was 
requested by the said Hills and his adherents, and the 
Town heard said Hills' s complaints against the Committee 
of Inspection ; (see the votes of the Town thereon.*) I 
further observe, that the said Hills is the man that had a 
quantity of goods burnt at New-York, by the good people 
of that City, for none of his good conduct, in the time of 
the Stamp Act. After the people of this Town had unani- 
mously agreed not to use any Tea, said HUh brings a quan- 
tity into Town to sell ; thus it appears he (the said Hills) 
has proved himself guilty of perfidy, and that no solemn 
ties are sufficient to hold him. Considering thesejhings, it 
is not strange that he has published his false piece, say- 
ing, "that two of the most leading men of the Committee 
have declared against the present proceedings of the united 
American Colonies as being imprudent, and that we had 
better have complied with the requisitions of the British 
Parliament." Can any one suppose that any person can 
declare as above said, and take pains to bring people to an 
adherence to the Association. As for the Committee 'sje- 
fusing a hearing before some other Committee, said Hills 
never asked it till after the paper was sent to the printers, 
and then he claimed it as his right given him by the Associa- 
tion. Now if the Committee'sUealing with said Hills as. the 
Association directs, after he has violated the Association 
the third time, besides his bringing Tea, when he refuses 
to reform, is arbitrary, I know not what is arbitrary. 

Joseph Bates, 

* Voted, to hoar the. complaints of Mr. David Hills against the Com. 
mittee of Inspection. 

Voted, that the Committee of Inspection havs gone according to the 
Association, A true copy from the minutes. 

Attest : Isaac How, Town-Clerk. 



DR. BENJASriN CHURCH TO MR. KANE, MAJOR OF BRIGADE, 
IN BOSTON.* 

Cambridge, July 23, 1775. 
I hope this will reach you. Three attempts have I 
made without success. In effecting the last, the man was 
discovered in attempting his escape ; but fortunately my 
letter was" sewed in the waistband of his breeches. He 
was confined for a few days, daring which you may guess 
my feelings ; but a little art and a little money settled 
the m:aitert_._lt, is a jnonth since my return from Phila- 
delphia. I went by the way of Providence to visit my 
mother. The Committee for warlike stores made me a 
formal tender of twelve. cannon, eighteen and twenty-four 
pounders, they having taken a previous resolution to make 
theloffer toJ3j3nera\JVard_._ To make a merit of my services, 
I sent them down ; and when they received them they sent 
them to Stoughton to be out of danger, even though they 

* The FpflowTng Tetter is a very intelligent arid particular account of 
the strength and disposition of the Colonies, written by Doctor Church, 



had formed the resolution, as before hinted, of fortifying 
Bunker's Hill, which, together with the cowardice of the 
clumsy Gerrish and Colonel Scammons, was the_ lucky- 
occasion of their defeat. The affair happened before my 
return from Philadelphia. We lost one hundred and sjx- 
ty-five killed then, and since dead of their wounds ; one 
hundred and twenty more lie wounded; they will chiefly 
recover. They boast that you have fourteen hundred 
killed and wounded in the action. You say the rebels lost 
fifteen hundred ; I suppose with equal truth. The people 
of Connecticut are raving in the cause of liberty. A num- 
ber of their Colony, from the Town of Stamford, robbed 
the King's stores near New-York, with some small assist- 
ance which the New-Yorkers lent them. These were 
growing turbulent. I counted two hundred and eighty pieces 
of cannon, from thirteen to twenty-four pounders, at King's 
Bridge, which the Committee had secured for the use of 
the Colonies. The Jerseys are not a whit behind Connec- 
ticut in zeal. The Philadelphians exceed them both ; I 
saw two thousand men reviewed there by General Lee, 
consisting of Quakers and other inhabitants in uniform, 
with one thousand riflemen and forty horse, who, together, 
made a most warlike appearance. I mingled freely and 
frequently with the members of the Continental Congress ; 
they were united and determined in opposition, and appeared 
assured of success. Now, to come home, the opposition 
is become formidable. Eighteen thousand brave .and., de- 
termined men, with Washington and Lee at their head, 
are no contemptible enemy. Adjutant General Gates is 
indefatigable in arraying the Army. Provisions are very 
plentiful ; clothes are manufactured in almost every Town 
for the soldiers. Twenty tons of gunpowder have lately 
arrived at Philadelphia, Connecticut, and Providence ; and 
upwards of twenty tons are now in carflp. Saltpetre is 
made in every Colony. Powder-mills have been.erjicted, 
and are consequently employed at Philadelphia and 'New- 
York. Volunteers of the first fortunes daily flock to the 
camp. One thousand riflemen will arrive in two or three 
days. Recruits are now levying to augment the Army to 
twenty-two thousand; besides, ten thousand militia of this 
Government are appointed to appear on the first summons. 
The bills of all the Colonies circulate freely, and are rea- 
dily exchanged for cash. Add to this, unless some plan 
of accommodation takes place immediately, their harbours 
will swarm with privateers. An Army will be raised, how- 
ever, in the Middle Colonies to take possession of Cjxnada. 
For the. sake of the miserable convulsed Empire, solicit 
peace, repeal the acts, or Britain is undone. _This advice 
is the result of a warm affection for my King and Realm. 
Remember, I never deceived you ; every article here sent 
you is sacredly true. '....'..„...,,..... 

The papers will acquaint you that I am a member again 
for Boston, You will there see our motley Council. 

A general arrangement of officers will take place, except 
the chief, which will be suspended but for a .little while, to 
see what part Britain takes in consequence" of the late 
Continental Petition. ; ■■■- - „■- 

A view to independence appears to be more ; and mo re 
general., Shov\d,Britain declare war against the Colonies, 
they would be lost forever. Should Spain declare war 
against J$igland, the Colonies would declare a uevttraijity, 
which would doubtless produce a league offensive > and 
defensive between them. For God's sake, prevenTit by 
a speedy accommodation ! ^ 

Writing this has employed me for a day. I have been 
to Salem to reconnoitre, but could not escape the geese in 
the capital. To-morrow I set out for Newport, purposely 
to send you this. I write you fully, it being scarcely prac- 
ticable to prevent discovery. I am out of place here by 
choice, and therefore out of pay ; and am determined to 
be so, unless, something be offered in my way. 

I wish yotr could contrive to write to me; largely, in 
who_had the best means of knowing the true state of matters. It was cyphers, by way of Newport, addressed to TomEichards 
obvftmsly intended only for the private information of the Generaj, mercliantj enclosed under cover to me, intimatingthatTam 



and therefore must be considered a much more impartial and candid 
account than we commonly receivo from either party 1 , Which accounts 
are usually drawn up for the very purpose of magnifying, or diminish- 
ing objects. Doctor Church's residence was in Boston; he waB taken 
into the .Government's pay about the iniddle of April. On the 19th, 
General _Qoge having retracted his promise to the Bostonianx, rafter 
they had delivered up their arms, by detaining them in Town, Doctor 
Church made iJus pretended escape from Boston. From that day till 
the fatal timeof writing the letter, he seems to have been very diligent 
and pretty successful in his employment.— Remembrancer. , 



a perfect stranger to' you ; but that being recomrfffindecLto 
you as a gentlemen of honour you took trie liberty to 
enclose it, entreating me to deliver it as directed to the 
person living, as you are informed, in Cambridge. Sign 
some fictitious natfie, and send it to some confidant .friend at 
Newport, to be delivered to me at Watertoum, 
Make use of every precaution, or I perish. 



Fodtrh Series. — Vol. ii. 
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SOUTH-CAROLINA COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 
• . • Charlestown, Saturday, July 23, 111$. 

Present : Colonel Henry Laurens, President ; Mr. Fer- 
gtisort, Mr. Midtlleton, Honourable Mr. Lowndes, Hon- 
ourable Mr. Diayton, Colonel Pinckney, Mr. Brewton, 
Mr,_23 r ce, Captain Benjamin Elliot, Mr. Heyward, Col. 
Parsons. 

- j - : On motion, Resolved, That the Hon. William Henry 
Draytonj and the Reverend William Tennent, be the two 
gentlemen to make a progress into the back country, to 
explain to the People the causes'. of the present disputes 
between Great Britain and the American Colonies. 

Resolved, That the following commissions and powers, 
be given to the Honourable William Henry Drayton and 
Reverend William Tennent : 

SOUTH-CAROLINA : 

In the Council of Safety, July 23, 1775. 

The Council of Safety, elected and chosen by the Pro- 
vincial Congress, begun to be holden the first day of June 
last, by these presents testify, that they have nominated, 
appointed, and commissioned the Honourable William Hen- 
ry Drayton, and the Reverend William Tennent, to go 
into the interiour parts of this Colony, at the publick ex- 
pense ; there to explain to the people at large the nature 
of the unhappy publick disputes between Great Britain 
and the American Colonies ; to endeavour to settle all 
political disputes between the people ; to quiet their minds, 
and to enforce th e necessity of a general union, in order to 
preserve themselves and their children from slavery.* And 
that the said William Henry Drayton, and William Tennent 
may proceed in this business with safety and advantage to 
the publick, all the friends of the liberties of America are 
hereby requested to afford them every necessary aid, assist- 
ance, and protection. By order of the Council of Safety : 

Henry Laurens, President. 

SOUTH-CAROLINA : 
In the Council of Safety, Charlestown, July 23, 1775. 

Gentlemen : In order to give you every necessary and 
proper support and protection in your progress into the 
country, in execution of our commission of this date, you 

.. * On the 14th of July, Major Mayson arrived at Ninety-Six Court. 
Hoase, with a portion of the gunpowder and lead, which he had taken 
injFQj£SgarZo »e. A jthis time, Colonel Thomas Fletchatt was holding 
the" general muster of his Militia Regiment at Ford's, on the Enoree 

■SJSSZ'.. &!^Jf^£^}U. ^oses Kirkland, who had accompanied Major 
Mayson with his troop of Ringers to Ninety.Six Cpurt-Houjse, and 

If |o,hadJhought himself overlooked by the Provincial Congressm the 
rnfljlary appointments; and besides, having an old" grudge Against 

Jlajo£ May s on, his superiour officer, both of whom were rivals for mill. 

"lary rank and back-country influence ; knowing that Colonel Fletchatt 
had ass embled a. numb er of men, and supposing the whole back-coun- 
Iry disafikcted^resolvod to change sides. Under this impression, he 
despatclieoLMajor Terry, of the militia, who was with him in Opinion, 

.}? Yf^SPSL^f^^ \ ardently requesting, that he would send a force, 
gMajecov er the powd erand lead, which had been taken from the King's 
* ffi » an J T as V 16 ". ^ Nine 'y- Six - H^ at the same time, assured 

J&tMalljthaX tlieiorce sent by him to retake the ammunition, should 
•Hot be opposed; and that the Rangers meant to forqe him, and every 
other person m the back-country, to sign the 'Association. "Having 
expedited those advice's, he proceeded to fulfil his part of the proffered 

^WeetfKnT^arid commenced inducing his Troop to desert ; in which he 

'^as"&b 'successful, that in a few hours they withdrew To a man 

In the mean time, lerry having arrived at Colonel Tte'fchalfj "jjlus- 
ter 7 field. at Ford's, at the fork of Cedar Creek and Enoree River; where 
he, continued^jfibjujsemblage of his men for three days, in3' seeing 
FletctaFa^ul to. tender the Association pf the Congress for Jhe_sig- 
iia¥ures*'pfthe individuals of his Regiment, he concealed hjs buijness 
lirjtnhe saw what turn that affair should take. And a'CcompiKying 
FleJf%qJl_t\iTough the companies, the Association was tendered under 
Such discouraging expressions, as gave the people to. un'derstan|"Fi{(c^. 

'dtl's mini on the subject, not a man signing the same. And passing 
frxjmisne^lreme lo 'another, Fletchatt haying previously caused Major 
Robinson to prepare another Association nrore suitable, to his opinions, 
and ttie pai'tTie intended to act in favour of the King, it *as ofered to 
Xjiejmj^for^ signature, and the people Tery generally subgegbed it. 

:Te\y seeing the multitude in this disppsitipn, now tfolffiMuhicated his 
nrissijift from KirMand to Fletchatt, in presence of Jfajoi ■ Robinson and 
the Cy,rtni nghams ; when Fletchatt declined to appear pubUpkly in 
the aftajLr^ buT the - thiee others declared they w6uId"go,~and seize the 
powder and leadf. At this, Fletchatt showed no disposition tp prevent 
them ; and they immediately rode off the. field, with two,hmi<3re<J men 
on nsrsehask. They arrived at NinetyrSix Court-House. on the J.7tli 
July, about noon ; and had little trouble in possessing themselves of 
the annmrmtion, as Major Mayson had only an officer "or two left with 
liim,T>eside Captain Kirkland. Robinson tini his party then "COfflmit. 
"tad the Maj or to the District jail ; where, having cpntiimed somiTjours, 
they admittedjiim to hail, to answer at the. ensuing Sessions, |or~hav. 
tngrMthey charged, robbed the King's fort. In a few days afterwards, 
Captain Kirkland put the seal to his treaohery, in foinmgffiiicTiqtt's 
party openly : in additign to which apt of perfidy, he also r |p|floed 



are hereby authorized to call upon all and every officer of 
the militia and rangers, for assistance, support, and protec- 
tion ; and they and each of them are hereby ordered to fur- 
nish such assistance, support, and protection, as you shall 
deem necessary. By order of the Council of Safety : 

Henry Laurens, President. 

To the Honourable W. H. Drayton, Reverend William 
Tennent, Commissioners, he. 



prince george's county (Maryland) committee. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Dbservation for 
Prince George's County, at the house of Richard Carnes, 
in Piscataway, on Monday the 24th of July, 1775, were 
present: Josias Beall, Chairman ; William Diggs, Enoch 
Magruder, Thomas Dent, William Di^gs, Jr., William 
Beanes, Jr., Nathaniel Newton, Richard Carnes, Ed- 
ward Edelin, Jonathan Bink, T/wmas Clageit, Hezekiah 
Wheeler, and James Hawkins, In consequence of infor- 
mation being lodged with the Committee, that Josias Lan- 
ham and John Lindsey had purchased Shoes imported 
contrary to the American Association, they proceeded to 
inquire into the charge, and find, that Wm. McCraight 
and William Blair, Mariners, on bqardjhe Ship Janney, 
Captain Cochran, from Glasgow, had sold to the said 
Josias Lanham and John Lindsay, four pair of Shoes, im- 
ported into this Province since the first day of February 
last, for the sum of thirty -four shillings and six pence, 
current money. The parties., were summoned to attend 
the Committee ; whereupon the said Lanham knS Lind~ 
say appeared, and confessed the charge, and produced the 
above-mentioned pairs of Shoes. The foresaid McCraigJtt 
and Blair likewise appeared, with the money received for 
the said Shoes, _. L I Z===- --= - =- 

The Committee, on considering_the premises, unani- 
mously resolve such proceedings aviolatlon of the Con- 
tinental Association. The said McCraight and Blair de- 
clared they made sale of the Shoes inadvertently, and are 
sorry they should have acted so as to give offence ; that 
they will for the future pay strict regard to what they are 
now informed to be the General Association as to goods 
imported ; and they cheerfully give "u p the moneyTeceived 

Captain Purvis and his Troop of the same Regiment, to quit the 
service. 

The number of men collected at Fletchall's muster-field, amounting 
to fifteen hundred at least — the spirit they displayed, the seizure of the 
powder and lead, the treatment of Major Mayson, and the desertion of 
Kirkland and Purvis, encouraged and increased the disaffection of the 
people, from Broad to Savannah Kvers, .Tjalrmllipn voted % the 
Provincial Congress was an endless theme to harangue upon, for the 
purpose of stating, that the Congress would ruin them ; and the paper 
money was cried down as of no value. But, above all, their spirits 
and cabals were kept up, by correspondences with Lord William Camp, 
bell, the Governour, in Charlestown ; whojjhrough ColonerF/eicAaf/, 
commended the loyalty of Robinson and the Cunninghams: promising 
them rewards for perseverance in duty. This being circulated, gave 
these men real consequence among the disaffected ; tied them fast to 
the Royal interest, and threw out a lure of recompense to every leader 
of the party. From this state of thing's,' the most fatal consequences 
were apprehended ; and it was then supposed, that if Lord William 
Campbell had gone up among the disaffected, had collflcted FletchqU 
and his man arpijnd.him, and had condujetei hrmsel? with promptrieBS 
and efficiency, the . whole proceedings of The Provincial Congress 
would ; have been overthrown. However, f or wis er purposes, Provi- 
dence had not so directed his actions; but left him i n Charles town; to 
experience the daily loss of his executive powers ; and the little con- 
sideration in which he was holden, as wellby the puHTck authorities 
as by the citizens at large. -._„■_.___.._____..- . ... 

Accounts of these _circumstances freguent^arrmngTILC^ri!e«^o«)n; 
and through Lord William's plots, afi^ah's becoming more critical every 
day in the back parts of the Colony, the"C "ounc il of Safety took into 
consideration the urgency of the case, and the necessity which exist, 
ed, of reconciling the people to the puWc3E measures ; but it was 
opposed. However, on the 23d day of Jiily, T775, it was resolved, 
"that the Honourable William Henry Drayton, and the Reverend Wit 
Ham Tennent, bo the two gentlemen to make a progress into the back- 
country, to explain 1 to the people the causes of the present disputes 
between Great Britain and the American J2plonies ; and they were 
accordingly romriiissipncd on the same day for that purpose: "toga 
into the interiour parts of this Colony at thopublick-expensevthere to 
explain tu the people at large the nature of the unhappy publick dis- 
putes between Great Britain and the4™ericiji_Colpnjei; 16 endeavour 
to settle all political disputes between thejieople ; to quiet their minds, 
and to enforce^ the. necessity of a general union, in order to preserve 
themselves and their children from ..slavery." Beside this, they were 
privately armed with authority <'tc calLupon all and every ofnce-fDf 
the Militia "and Rangers, for assistance, support, and protection," to^ct 
"as you shall deem necessary." Colon el Richard Richard son, Joseph 
h ershaw, and the Reverend Mr. Hart, were desired tp aocompany tliern • 
and tp complete the arrangement, the whple Militia wej^Tgdered tp he' 
classed in thro? divisions ; and tp hold jhenasclves ready by turns to 
inarch at twelve hpnjrs ftqticc— ..Prayion, ' ■■■■■■■> J — > 
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for the said Shoes into the hands of the Committee, for 
publick purposes. The said Josias Lanham and John 
Lindsay declare their concern for the part they have acted 
in violation of the Association, and promise their paying 
due regard thereto for the future; imd also declare their 
willingness to destroy the said Shoes ; which were accord- 
ingly burnt by the said Lanham and Lindsay, in the pre- 
sence of the Committee. 

Ordered, That a copy of these proceedings be sent to 
be published in the Maryland Gazette. 

True copy, signed by order of the Committee: 

Thomas Clagett, Clerk. 

EXTRACT OF A Lfi TTER RECEIVED IN LONDON FROM AN 
OFFICER ON BOARD HIS MAJESTY'S SLOOP SWAN, STA- 
TIONED AT RHODE-ISLAND, DATED AUGUST 14, 1775. 

Two gentlemen crossing a ferry at Rhode-Island in their 
way from Philadelphia to the eastward, were stopped by 
Captain Ayscough, who found several letters in their pos- 
session, "which were transmitted to Admiral Graves; but I 
found an opportunity of copying two of them, and here- 
with send the^opies to you, that you may see the real 
intentions of those miscreants who have misled His Majes- 
ty's subjects in North America to commit themselves in 
acts of open rebellion ; and that you may be no longer 
deceived by the artful publications of those traitors, or give 
credit to their professions of wishing for accommodation. 
There is undoubted proof that both these letters are from 
Mr. John Adams, a lawyer of Boston, and one of the Dele- 
gates in the Continental Congress. 

Philadelphia, July 24, 1775. 

Mr Dear; It is now almost three months since I left 
you, in every part of which my anxiety about you and the 
children, as well as our country, has been extreme. 

The Jjusiness I have had upon my mind has been as 
great and important as can be intrusted to one man, and 
the difficulty and intricacy of it is prodigious. When fifty 
or sixty men have a constitution to form for a great em- 
pire, at the same time that _ they have a country of fifteen 
hundred miles extent to fortify ; millions to arm and train ; 
a naval power to an extensive commerce to regulate; 
numerous tribes of Indians to negotiate with; a. standing 
army of twenty-seven thousand men to raise, pay, victual, 
and officer; I really shall pity those fifty and sixty men. 

Lmust see you ere long. Rice has wrote me a very 
good letter, so has Thatcher, for which I thank them both. 
Love to the children. J, A. 

P. S. I wish I had given you a complete history, from 
the beginning to the end of the journey, of the behaviour 
of my compatriots. No mortal tale could equal it. I will 
tell you In future, but you shall keep it a secret — the fidgets, 
the whims, tbe caprice, the vanity, the superstition, the 
irritability orsomeof us is — — 

Mrs. Abigail Adams, Brain-tree; to the care of Colonel 
Warren; favoured by Mr. Hitchborne. 

Philadelphia, July 24, 1775. 

Sir : In confidence I am determined to write freely to 
you this titne._ A certain* great fortune and piddling ge- 
nius, whose fame has been trumpeted so loudly, has given a 
silly cast to our whole doings. We are between hawk and 
buzzard. We ought to have had in our hands a month ago 
the whole legislative, executive, and judicial power of the 
whole Continent, and have completely modelled a Consti- 
tution ; TO have_j;fis/ed atiaval power; opened all our ports 
wide; to Have arrested every friend to Government on the 
Continent, and heldthem us hostages for the poor victims in 
Bojton; and then" opened the door as wide as possible for 
peace and reconciliation. After this they might have peti- 
tioned, and^negQtiated, and addressed, &c, if they would. 
Is all jhjs extravagant?^ it wild ? Is it not the soundest 
policy? 

One piece of news : Seven thousand weight of powder 
arrived here last night. We shall send along some as soon 
as we can ; but you must be patient and frugal. 

We arejost in the extensivepess of our field of business. 
We have ^Continental Treasury to establish; a Paynias- 

* We can assure tRe publick that, these letters are not copied from 
th« originals. — Mass. Spy. 



ter to choose ; and a Committee of Correspondence, or 
Safety, or Accounts, or something, I know not what, that 
has confounded us all day. 

Shall I hail you Speaker of the House, oF Counsellor, 
or what? What kind of an election had .you ? What sort 
of magistrates do you intend to make ?WhT your new 
legislative and executive, feel bold or irresolute ? Will your 
judicial hang and whip, and fine and imprison, without 
scruple ? I want to see our distressful country once more ; 
yet I dread the sight of devastation. --"- 

You observe in your letter the oddity of a great man. 
He is a queer creature ; but you must love his dogs if you 
love him, and forgive a thousand whims, for the sake of the 
soldier and the scholar. Yours. 

To the Honourable James Warren, Esq., Watertown, 
favoured by Mr. Hichborne. 

Note. — This letter was anonymous, but wrote in the 
same hand with that addressed to Abigail Adams. 



extract of a letter from general gage to f he earl 

OF DARTMOUTH, DATED BOSTON, AUGUST 26, 1775. 

The designs of the leaders of the rebelliorraTe plain, and 
every day confirms the truth of what ^ was "asserted years 
ago by intelligent people, that a plan was laid in this Pro- 
vince, and adjusted with some of the same stamp in others, 
for a total independence ; whilst they amused people in 
England, called the friends of America, as well as many 
in this Country, with feigned professions of affection and 
attachment to the Parent State, and pretended to be ag- 
grieved and discontented only on account of taxation ; that 
they have designedly irritated Government by every in- 
sult, whilst they artfully poisoned the rrrjrids of the people, 
and ripened them for insurrection. They would still de- 
ceive and lull the Mother Country into a belief that nothing 
is meant against the Nation, and that their quarrel is only 
with the Ministers. But it is hoped that the Nation will 
see through this falsehoo'd and deceit. It matters not who 
hold the helm of the state; the stroke is levelled at the 
British Nation, on whose ruins they hope to build their 
so much vaunted American Empire, and to rise, like the 
Phoenix, out of the ashes of the Mother Country. 

TO MR. PURDIE. 
Williamsburgh, Virginia, November 10, 1775. 
Sir: The Tories lay great stress on certain intercepted 
letters from a Delegate, as containing a full pr oof that the 
Congress are aiming at independence ; but let any impar- 
tial person read their Resolves and PetiOoni^ and judge 
whether they had any such views, and whejheT^ifthey had 
at the time of writing such letters, it wsti" fjgf '[ W. la sup- 
position that their humble Petition woufcQit rejected., and 
that there was no alternative left but slavery oFTnHepen- 
dence. If we entertain a wish to be ujicQfin ectgd with 
Great Britain, it is because we have been cTueliy and 
inhumanly treated by her. Could any nation be more com- 
pletely dependant on another, and retain even a sha dow of 
freedom, than America was, and still consents, to* be op 
Great Britain) Was Britain satisfied wttblhjsja The year 
1763? She was. Does America ask for any imnrunities * 
she did not then enjoy? She does not. EyenJ^r^^r/A 
himself must answer these questions in; the TsamtTlnanner. 
What, then, is the new claim that they charge us with de- 
manding, and for which they are endeavouring to butcher 
our people, and lay waste our coasts? The tr uth is, the 
Ministry and Parliament have made a new dertjand neces- 
sary, by new oppressions, by repeated and aggravated in- 
sults, and by unheard-of cruelties. It is high lime to look 
to ourselves, to take care of our extended. coasts, " to form 
a connexion with some other Power," smce Great Britain 
insultingly, wantonly, and cruelly, has spurned us from her, 
" and to think of laying the foundation of a great Empire." 
This is what the Delegate said he had in contemplation, 
and this is what the British Ministry have made neces- 
sary; and this it must be the duty of the Congress to. do, if 
the King refuses to hear their Petition, and^to r^rgs our 
grievances. We still. love our fellow-subjectsln^ni!a|n; 
we still wish to be connected with theni.^All hou gh our 
King has hitherto refused us relief, and sufeFusltg be.:in- 
humanly treated, we have not, and wislr nbtlo ^iffidraw 
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W Allegiance from him, and are willing to attribute all the 
cruel oppressions under which we labour to the baleful in- 
fluence ; , of" certain,, men, who, unhappily, have gained the 
confidence, of theix,Pripce, and who are deadly enemies to 
^fifflib^ a nd J^PJjld wish tq : see him driven from his 
QlJPP.!|v.."3?uf whatever may be their design, and however 
testy we mav be misrepresented by our enemies, we call 
UsMMM££i£jQL the purity of our intentions, look up to 
! ^V'- S "^^' ^^ .powerful protector of injured innocence, 
and firmly rely on him as a shield in the day of battle. 
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flW-Ypf&T COMMITTEE OF SAFIJTY TO THE CONTINENTAL 

CONGRESS. ' " * 

» [Read July 28, 1775.] 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, 

July 24, 1775. 

, Sir: We have been honoured with your letter of the 
19th instant, which informs us that you have an intimation 
that a quantity of gunpowder had lately arrived here. We 
are sorry to say, it is without foundation. 

You may be assured, Sir, that should a quantity arrive, 
53k- s ! ia JL b u „i t iSfl t A v P ,0 tn e wants of our brethren to the 
Ed.stwa^rd, and forward as much as possible that way. 

^.We^are, with great respect, Sir, your most obedient ser- 
vants. By orTer of the Committee . • 

..„.;. _ ,._ Ab, Brasher, Chairman pro tern. 
To tiie I|qnourable JoAn Hancock, Esq., Philadelphia. 



CQL. VAN SCHUCK TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
- " • Albany, July 24, 1775. 

"^entlf.men:! yesterday received yours of the 17th 
instant, and agreeable to your request, have made out a re- 
turn, as near as I could, which you have on the other side. 
The five Jirst companies on this return, are those raised 
by the Committee of this City and County, who are now 
in" actual service at Lake George, and the posts adjacent, 
from whence General Schuyler has ordered an officer out 
of each company down the country to complete the levies 
of those companies. The officers of the last five companies 
on this return have but lately received their warrants, and 
are now raising men in this and the neighbouring Counties. 
I have sent orders to the recruiting officers, to send to 
tw'tvithouX delay, returns of the number of men they have 
enlisted; and _shall, on receipt thereof, lay before the Con- 
gre\s:g" feluf1f of" 'the state of my Regiment. 

"Tou will please to observe, that several of the officers 
ap{Sin,tgd_by the Provincial Congress refused to accept 
their w anJMs; in l ieu of whom, the Committee of this 
City and County, at the request of General Schuyler, 
hayg, appointed others, as the General conceived that wait- 
ing. for_Lhe„5ppointrnent of others by the Congress ; would 
criBate such a cleTay In the levying of the companies, as might 
be productive of ruinous consequences ; so that the return 
consists i _of _ those i__wjio have accepted their warrants from 
thj Pro_v]m]arCpngr"ess, and those appointed by the Com- 
mittee b ffie room, of tliose that declined serving. ; 

It is ImposiibK-tor me at present to say when my Re- 
giment wli be ready to take the field, as I cannot deter- 
mine wltjh^^ recruiting officers will meet. 

"You may depend upon it, that nothing wifl'"be wanting 
off'mj^attlo'ej^edjte the completing of the Regiment^ 
aS \ am convmegd that the circumstances of the Country 
admit of no delay. 

am, gentlemen, your most obedient and very humble 
sdfWC— " - i ~" - Goose Van Schaick. 

falter, fiiWe* ssaMiSifi?' j«* -ipafe-f (#*?*£' - ":!■': : *> ■ 'i 

W«lp.i^BBUaS8JJW et y for lhe Colony of New- York, 
during the recess ofthe Provincial Congress, 



A Return of the Second Provincial Regiment in the Co- 
lony of New- York, whereof Goose Van Schaick .m 
Colonel, Albany, 24th July, 1775. 
One Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, one Major. 
^IL 1 ?'" ^ l — ?A** c ^--'*rCompany : one Captain, two Ljeu- 
., JB"C ^niiree"Serg eants, fifty-nine rank and file.' 
Ca pt ain Cornelius Van Dyck's Company: one Captain, 
Two Lieutenants, three Sergeants, fifty-one rank and file. 



Captain Hezekiah Balding' s Company : one Captain, two 
Lieutenants, three Sergeants, thirty-two rank and file. 

Captain Joel Pratt's Company : one Captain, two Lieu- 
tenants, three Sergeants, forty-three rank and file. 

Captain i George White's Company: one Captain, two 
Lieutenants, three Sergeants, forty-eight rank and file. 

Captain Barent J. Ten Eyck's Company : one Captain, 
two Lieutenants. 

Captain John Fryer's Company : one Captain, two Lieu- 
tenants. 

Captain Elisha Benedict's Company: one Captain, two 
Lieutenants. 

Captain Joseph McKracken's Company : one Captain, 
two Lieutenants. . ' 

Captain John Graham's Company : one Captain, two 
Lieutenants. 

Total : one Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel^one Major, 
ten Captains, twenty LieutenantsVfiiteen Sergeants, two 
hundred and thirty-three rank and. file. 

Goose Van Schaick, Colonel. 



COMMITTEE OF SAFETY FOR CONNECTICfT. 

At a meeting of the Governopr, Sic, Monday, July 
24, 1775, by adjournment. Present : 

His. Honour the Governour ; the Hon. M. Griswold, 
~Esq.,Jabez Huntington,Esq., Samuel Huntington, Esq., 
William Williams, Nathaniel Wales 2 Jedediah Elderkin, 
Joshm West, and Benjamin Huntington, Esq; 

His Honour the Governour laiiSfpreys a large num- 
ber of Letters received from various quarters, relating to 
the great subject matter of the unnatural civil war, he. ° A 
Post (Judd) also, now came in with a Letter from General 
Schuyler at Ticonderoga, among other things informing 
that our Troops there were destitute of Tents, he, and that 
they may be had at New- York. = ' = 

On consideration thereof, and that they cannot be fur- 
nished without great difficulty and delay in this Colony, 
advised that his Honour the Governour be desired to write 
the Congress at New- York, to provide and sendasultable 
number of Tents for Colonel Hkman's Regiment, and 

send them forward to Ticonderoga." 

On motion, that there is about" two thousand barrels 
of Flour at Norwich, sent by the Continental Congress for 
the use ofthe Army near Boston, for which the freight has 
been paid by Colonel Jedediah Huntington, &ic.,°and is 
desired by General Washington to be sent forward for the 
use of said Army, &c, 

Voted, That the expense of the freight and transpona- 
tion of said. Flour, be paid and advanced out of the Colony 
Treasury; and that the Committee of the Pay Table be 
ordered to draw on the Treasurer in favour of such persons, 
and for such sums as shall be ordered by his Honour the 
Governour for the purposes aforesaid.; keeping a proper 
account thereof. _ 

The affair of the two armed Vessels, (being a principal 
occasion of this meeting,) was taken up and largely dis- 
cussed. Letters received from a number of gentlemen, from 
New-Haven, Middtetown, Wethersjield, &c. i relating to it, 
read, &,c. Captain Deshon, Mr. Shaw, and TlJaptaij) (£ifej 
Hall were present on that account, and discoursed "with, 
he., and they retired. And on mrlhexcrcnsja^ionj&c, 
this Council are of opinion and do ^resolve, that William 
Williams and Najhaniel Wales, Esqrs., together with Cap- 
tain Deshon and Captain Hall, be.iComrnjttee toJVor- 
wich, New-London, and by the sea-coast to Mw-ffaven, 
and to Middletown, Hartford, &c. I to inquire after" and 
find qui proper and suitable VesseJslJ9rJ]re_purpose; the 
terms on which they may be had ; tBS~prop"er manfflug of 
them; the terms on which officers Mtn^ltjnsy be tad, 
he. ; and give proper direction? for |r%a : Hfig Carriages for 
the Cannon at New-Haven, which Jrjay'be wanted, and 
what may be proper and necessary, &c; and Ihereoftq 
make report to this Council on Wedwej^ty the MqfJugust 
next, to which, time this Council is to |e"adjournec£ 

On a request from General Wash§ig7m, signified By his 
Letters, &.c, _* _I 

. Voted, That bis Honour the GoSniow be Sired and 
advised to give orders to the Colonets:prtHe3eVenth and 
Eighth Regiments, to march their Trjao^aogsirraslliey 
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possibly can be prepared, either in whole or in part com- 
panies, at their discretion, with necessary officers, to the 
Camp near Boston, to be under the proper regulation of 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army. 

And adjourned to Wednesday, 2d of August next, at 9 
o'clock, A.M. 

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Lebanon, July 24, 1775. 
Sir: Your favour of the 18th July I have this moment 
received, and observe the contents, I shall send an ex- 
press to NetwYorlc to move their Congress to supply Col- 
onel Hinman's Regiment with tents, as I apprehend this 
Colony is so far exhausted of the materials for making 
tents, that it will be difficult to have them in season. I 
take the liberty to insert some queries, &.c, which I for- 
warded yesterday to our Delegates of the honourable Gene- 
ral Congress at Philadelphia, viz: " Is it not high time to 
proceed into, and even to hasten forward to secure the Go- 
vernment ofQuebeck, and thereby the whole Indian strength 
in our interest and favour? Is there any thing to expect 
from the present Administration that is favourable or kind ? 
If needful, may not Colonel Waterbury with his Regiment 
be spared to the Northward ?" " We are near the grand 
scene of action; are anxious for the safety of our friends, 
the security of our rights, and to convince our enemies that 
we are in earnest, and that the object in view is American 
Liberty ; the barrier of Virtue to be defended and main- 
tained even aVthe sacrifice oflife;"' which went express. 
Captain PerSy, who went to England '"with the Provincial 
account of the Lexington fight, is returned. He informs he 
had twenty -seven days passage ; tarried eight days in Eng- 
land, and when he came away, General Gage's express, 
which sai]ed_ four days before him, had not arrived. Our 
friends published the account of the fight ; Lord North was 
thunderstruck with the news, the people uneasy, the mer- 
chants distressed for their property in America, the stocks 
fell, and every thing in a ferment when he came away. 
The Administration published that they had not received 
anynccoaiifs from Boston ; that they did not believe the 
story ; weresire the New-Yorkers would fall off, and there- 
by the union of the Colonies be broken and the opposition 
be at ansnd. What turn matters will take when General 
Gage's account arrives, is uncertain.; Captain Derby's 
Schooner never went into port, but plied on and off while 
he tarried. He never appeared in publick, kept with our 
friends, the Lord-Mayor, Doctor Lee, &tc. Lord Dart- 
mouth sent for him, but our friends advised him not to put 
himself in his power. I am, &c. j TauHB01iL> 

Major-General Schuyler. 



GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 

Cambridge, July 24, 1775, Two o'clock, P. M. 
General Lee tegs General Sullivan will get as much 
work as possible out of the men this day. If they cannot 
all work on the face of the citadel, let them deepen and 
widen the ditch of the flank and rear faces, and heighten 
the parapet all round. 
To General Sullivan. 

P. S. For God's sake finish and strengthen the abattis. 



EXTRACT W~S LETTER' FROM THE CAMP AT CAMBRIDGE, 
DATED JULY 24, 1775. 

On Thursday last, the universal fast day, a party of our 
troops, in whale-boats, landed on Nantasket Point before 
day, and_ set fire to the Light-house. At day-light the men- 
of-war discovered them and fired upon them. I was at 
Little Cambridge wHen the guns wakened me. lascend- 
ed an eminence at adistance, and saw the flames of the 
Light-house ascending up to Heaven like grateful incense, 
and the s_hips wasting their powder. Our men proceeded 
fro'm thence to Point Shirley, in order to drive off some 
young colts which were there. A party of Regulars at- 
tacked them, but were repulsed and drove into their boats, 
without thejoss of a man on our side, either killed or 
wounded; wTiat loss the Regulars have sustained I have 
not yet heard. The party set fire to all the fishing-houses 



and hay that were on the place, and brought off four Tory 
fishermen, who are now prisoners at the General's, together 
with one Whiting, a Sheriff of New-Hampshire Govern- 
ment, who has been delected in some illicit practices inimi- 
cal to this Country. The troops here are increasing daily; 
a Regiment is arrived from the Province of Connecticut, 
and the riflemen are expected hourly. The strictest dis- 
cipline begins to be practised in the camp, and nothing but 
a due subordination is required to make this Army as com- 
plete as any troops in the word. Wednesday evening 
Colonel Reed of your City delivered a copy of the Decla- 
ration and Address from the Congress, to the advanced 
guards of the enemy, for General Gage ; and our sentinels 
have dispersed several hundred of those papers called "An 
Address to the Soldiers," amongst the Regular Troops, 
which, it is to be hoped, will be of good effect. We are 
now in perfect tranquillity, being well secured by intrench- 
ments on all sides, and General Lee thinks they will not 
come out soon against us. 



EXTRACT or A LETTER FROM THE CAMP AT CAJffiRIDGE, 
DATED JULY 24, 1775. 

Within a day or two we have had five deserters from the 
advanced posts of the enemy; two of them are sensible, 
honest-looking fellows, the one that came in this morning 
particularly so. They have a return of the enemy's killed 
and wounded, amounting to one. thousand and fifty-two ; 
most of the wounded are in a dangerous wuy. They have 
had no fresh provisions since the affair of Noddle's Island^ 
and are not like to have any without fighting for it. One 
of the deserters werit off last night, with .leave, to Phi- 
ladelphia; he is a Grenadier of the Royal Irish. The 
deserters say, that yesterday morning General Gage sur- 
rendered, in the orders of the day, his command of the 
Army to General Howe, and now acts only as a. civil 
Governour ; that he is lampooned andT despised by the 
whole Army. That Howe is much censured for his mode' 
of attack on our lines last month. That jhgir artillery was 
wretchedly served, and, what is more strange, that all their 
spare cartridges which they brought out were twelve-poun- 
ders, and they took out only nine-pounders j^annon; so 
that when our people were obliged to quit their lines, 
the enemy had not one round of artillery cartridges left. 
That young Richardson was the first person that mounted 
our parapet; you know him well, he is of the Eighteenth 
or Royal \ Irish; he is dangerously wounded. That their 
number of effective men is four thousand in Boston, and 
two thousand two hundred on Bunker's Hill; that they 
despair of forcing our lines, but talk of getting round us if 
they can. That eight sail of transports, and one frigate, 
are gone to Fisher's Island, and other places in the sound, 
marauding, with one hundred men. That they have erected 
a large bomb battery on Bunker's Hill, and amongst others, 
two eighteen-inch French mortars. That our morning gun, 
yesterday, threw an eighteen-pound shot into their encamp- 
ment on the top of Bunker's Hill. That the Grenadiers 
of the Royal Welch Fusileers amounted to fom at the at- 
tack last month, and are now reduced to eight men ; that 
the Fifty-Second Regiment had twenty-two Grenadiers 
killed out of thirty-nine. That the inhabitants of Boston 
are ill-used and miserably fed ; that they will be soon re- 
leased, because provisions begin to be scarce. That the 
Army begin to clamour for their pay ; there is no cash, and 
bills will not sell under fifty per cent, discount. The reso- 
lution of the Congress against Government Rills was wise, 
and has distressed the enemy exceedingly. The Reading 
Company of Riflemen came in on Tuesday; the rest are 
hourly expected and much wanted. W.e_ have frequently 
thrown into their lines, on the wings of the wjnd at night, 
hand-bills, and propose to send in a few to-night. These 
bills are blown into their camp, and get into the hands of 
their soldiers, without the officers being able to prevent it. 
Major Bruce complained, at an interview the other day, 
of such usage. We retorted bis decoying our sentries from 
their posts, two rascals having left us a day or two before, 
by his or some other officer's means. " 

We expect they will begin to bombard us in a day or 
two ; they cannot hurt but benefit us. They will, by such 
means, harden our men, and discourage their own. This 
we have experienced by their bombarding of Roxlury. 
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-,,-t > M^OJ^EJtA^ GAGE TO LORD DVRTMOJJTH, 
, ^,1, itwir,, emiw 1 — , » • -J3oston, July 24, 1775. 

A pamphlet, published by the Continental Congress, called 
n '[D eclar ation of the United Colonies," has been sent in 
from the rebel pamp, copies of which will no doubt be sent 
to England from Philadelphia. They pay little regard to 
facts, for the contents of it are as replete with deceit and 
lalsehofld as most of their publications. The rebellion 
being general, I know of no better plan to quell it than 
that I mentioned Jo your Lordship in a former letter. This 
Province began it, I might say this Town, for here the arch- 
rebels formed their scheme long ago. This circumstance 
brought the troops first here, which is the most disadvan- 
tageous place for all operations, particularly where there is 
110, diygrslon of thejrebel forces, but all are collected into 
one point. Was this Army in New-York, that Province 
might, to alT appearance, be more easily reduced, and the 
friends of Government be able to raise forces to join the 
troops. 



TO THE INHAKIT4NTS OF PENNSYLVANIA AND VIRGINIA, ON 
TlrfE TWST SIDE OF LAUREL HILL. 

Philadelphia, July 25, 1775. 
Frimds^ and Countrymen : 

It gives us much concern to find that disturbances have 
arisen, arid still continue among you, concerning the boun- 
daries of pur T^olonies. In the character in which we now 
| ajWres^yoa,^t _is unnecessary to inquire into the origin of 
fhose unhappy disputes, and it would be improper for us 
to express oaf approbation or censure on either side, but as 
representatives oT two of the Colonies, united among many 
others for the defence of the liberties of America, we think 
it our duty to remove, as far as lies in our power, every 
obstacle ,thayriay prevent her sons from co-operating, as 
vigorously as tbey would wish to do, towards the attainment 
6f this great and important end. Influenced solely by this 
ffiblive;~5uf~joint and earnest request to you is, that all 
amjnpsitjes whichhaye heretofore subsisted among you as 
inhabitant^ of djstinct Colonies, may now give place to 
generous and concurring efforts for the preservation of every 
thing that ran make our common Country dear to us. 
-. We are fully persuaded that you, as well as we, wish to 
ree; yoW'differences terminate in this happy issue. For 
this desirable purpose we recommend it to you that all 
bodies of armed men, kept under either Province, be dis- 
missed ; that all those on either side, who are in con- 
finement, or under bail, for taking a part in the contest, be 
discfrarg^n', and that until the dispute be decided, every 
person Fe permitted to retain his possessions unmolested. 

By observing these directions, the publick tranquillity 
will be secu retTwithout injury to the titles on either side. 
The peri od, we flatter ourselves, will soon arrive, when this 
unfortunalerilispute, which has produced much mischief, 
and, asiar as we can learn, no good, will be peaceably and 
(Spnstitutign^lly determined. 
* We are your friends and countrymen, 
s,m • : f'*ip A TjRicK Henry, John Dickinson, 

^Benjamin Harrison, Benjamin Franklin, 
Richard Henry Lee, Charles Humphreys, 
■ " 'Thomas Jefferson, George Ross, 

James Wilson. 



.i,. '-, SOUTH-CAROLINA council of safety. 

: . r " ■ Thursday, July 25, 1775. 

The Council met. Present : 

Colonel Jlenry Laurens, President ; Colonel Pinckney, 
Honourable Mr. Drayton, Mr. Middleton, Mr. Brewton, 

v. Benjamin Elliot, Colonel Parsons, Mr. Ferguson, 
Mr. Bee, Mr. Williamson, Mr. Heyward, Honourable Mr. 
Lowndes. 

Resolved, That the following Orders and Commission 
be given to Captain Lempriere : 

' In the Council of Safety, Charlestown, South-Carolina. ) 

'-' ;*" "T^s*; ' . -„ ; juiyxms.' j 

The Cqujicij of Safety, elected and chosen by the Pro- 
vincial Congress, begun to be holden on the 1st day of 
June. last L by these presents testify, that Clement Lem- 
priwe, Xsquire, has been, and is hereby appointed and 
commissioned Jp command in t the sloop Commerce, belong- 



ing to New-York, and over all and every person and per- 
sons engaged to embark on board thesaid sloop on the 
intended voyage, under the authority of the said Council 
of Safety. And the said Clement Lempriere is hereby 
ordered to proceed forthwith, with all convenient despatch, 
to the Island of Neiv- Providence ; on that island to seize, 
and from that island to embark on board the said sloop, all 
such quantity of gunpowder as he shall find, and be able 
to take on board from the said island ; and then forthwith 
to return to this Colony and put into Tucker's Creek, 
Tucker's Island, North- Edi sto ; and from thence to give 
notice to the said Council of Safety of his arrival, with all 
possible despatch. And if the said Clement Lempriere 
shall not be able to seize anyconsiderable quantity oT gun- 
powder in the Island of New-Providence aforesaid, he shall 
then proceed to such places, and take such measures to 
procure gunpowder, as he shall think most proper, and then 
to proceed to Tucker's Creek aforesaid, and thence to give 
due notice as aforesaid. And for so doing this is your 
Warrant. By order of the Council of Safety: 

Henry Laurens, President. 
To Clement Lempriere, Esq. 

In the Council of Safety, Charlestown, South-Carolina, > 

July 24, 1775. \ 

The Council of Safety, elected and chosen by the Pro- 
vincial Congress, begun to be hojdeji on '_ the "1st day of 
June last, by these presents testify, that Clement Lem- 
priere, Esquire, has been, and is hereby appointed and 
commissioned to command the Sloop Commerce, belonging 
to New- York, and over all and every person and persons 
engaged to embark on board the said sloop, under the au- 
thority of the said Council of Safety. ~And thesaid Clem- 
ent Lempriere is hereby ordered to proceed to such places, 
and to take such measures as he shall think most proper, to 
procure gunpowder for the public!? of this Colony, which, 
when he shall have procured, he is ordered to convey to 
this Colony, with all possible despatch. ' 

It is also hereby declared, that if any commander or 
officer under the King's authority, in any degree ill treat 
the said Clement Lempriere, or any of his company, the 
King's officers now in our power shall be trejstedjwith equal 
severity; of which all persons are required to take due 
notice. Given under the authority, and by order of the 
Council of Safety: 

Henry Laurens, President. 
To Clement Lempriere, Esq. 

Ordered, That the foregoing Commission be engrossed, 
sealed, dated, and signed by the President, and by him de- 
livered, sealed up, to Captain Lempriere, with orders not 
to be opened until he shall be arrived in sight of the Island 
of New-Providence. 

Captain Hatter's Report to the Council of Safety, oj 
the occurrences which took place on board of the Sloop 
Commerce, Clement Lempriere, Esq., Commander, 
in taking the Powdtr from Captain Lofthouse, off 
Augustine Bar; and of the return voyage to Charles- 
town with the Powder. 

1775. July 24. — Our voyage towards New-Orleans 
commenced. , ..,„^,, ,.,„„ _^,„„-. F - . , 

July 25.— Took on board our stores of provisions, &c. 

JulyQ6. — Sailed over the bar, with the wind at N. E. 
and rain. At 6 P. M. anchored sx^ojAEEsfoZl 

July 27. — Fresh gales, with thunder squalls, and a great 
deal of lightning ; weighed, and sailed up Port-Royal 
Creek, where we anchored. 

July 28.— It continued to blow hardj with" rain. We 
got through Port-Royal Creek, ancLcame'to at the Town, 
and landed our stores, in order to clean. 

July 29. — We hauled on shore, and cleaned, and in the 
evening hauled her off again. 

July 30. — Took on board our stores, and got ready to 
sail ; fell down the river a little. 

July 31. — Sailed from Port-Royal, with the wind at 
south, and turned down to Jenkins's Landing. 

August 1. — Got under way, and turnej3 through Skull 
Creek, and came to at Callaboge. — — 

August 2. — Sailed out of Tybee, with the wind at south ; 
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turned to windward ; at meridian observed in latitude 31° 
45'. 

August 3. — Still plying to windward, with the wind at 
south ; latitude observed 31° 28'. 

August 4. — Fine settled weather, wind southerly, beat- 
ing to windward; latitude observed 31° 09'. 

August 5. — Fresh breeze and thunder squalls, wind 
southerly ; latitude observed 30° 51'. 

August 6. — Fine settled weather, with fresh gales ; lati- 
tude observed 29° 55'. 

August 7. — Made the Matanzas at night; came to 
under the fort, in seven fathoms water, and rode all night. 
At 6 A. M. got under way, and run down towards the bar 
of Augustine, where we saw a sail at anchor off the bar. 
We ran down to her, and hailed her, and found her to be 
the Brigantine Betsy, commanded by Captain Ahere Loft- 
house, from London. We boarded her with our sloop, and 
upon strict search found on board of her a large quantity of 
gunpowder, of which we took one hundred and eleven bar- 
rels, one half barrel, and thirty small kegs. Said vessel 
had on board of her twelve soldiers from the shore, eight 
seamen, the Captain, two mates, and steward, which was 
in number twenty -three men ; and our number was twenty- 
one whites and five blacks. Our situation was such on this 
occasion, that we thought it most prudent to bribe the men, 
which we did with one hundred Pounds currency; and the 
Captain accepted a draft for one thousand Pounds sterling, 
for the powder, drawn on Mr. John Edwards, of Charles- 
town; and at half past 11 A. M., after spiking up two 
pieces of cannon that were mounted on board said brigan- 
tine, we re-embarked out men, and made sail with a light 
air at E. N. E. The wind veered to the northward. At 
4 P. M. we passed the River St. John's, and passed a 
small boat stretching to the southward. 
- August 8. — Turning to the windward, with the wind at 
N. E., squally, with rain ; latitude observed 31° 26'. 

August 9. — Fresh gales at N. E., plying to windward 
with all sail set, and a growing sea; latitude observed 
31° 50.' 

August 10. — Light breezes of wind; set squaresail and 
tppsail, and made Tybee Tower, and we steered in at it 
through Skull Creek, and came to in Port-Royal Creek ; 
latitude observed 31° 50'. Got under sail, and at 10 A. 
M., came to at Port-Royal, and despatched away an ex- 
press to Charlestown; and at 3 P. M., we landed the 
powder. 

August 11. — Fine settled weather, with the wind to the 
westward. 

August 12. — Showery, and thunder squalls. At anchor 
at Port-Royal. 

August 13. — Showery weather. 

August 14. — Do. do. 

August 1 5. — Showery and thunder squalls. An express 
from Charlestown arrived, with an account of the Govern- 
or's sloop being in pursuit of us. 

August 16. — Squally weather, with a great deal of rain. 
Sundry companies of Militia and Light-Infantry came to 
Town from the different islands, to guard the gunpowder. 

August 17. — Squally weather. Our express arrived 
from Charlestown, and brought with him a detachment of 
Artillery, in order to escort the gunpowder to Charles- 
town. 

August 18. — Received on board of the Success ninety- 
one barrels of powder, and got in readiness to sail. At 10 
A. M. Captain Cattell arrived in Town with sixty men of 
the Provincials, ancToffered to join us to protect the gun- 
powrjer, which we accepted of. 

August 19. — Got all irrreadiness to sail, and at meridian 
we weighed anchor and sailed through Port-Royal Creek, 
and run down as low as Morgan's Island, when we came 
to with our small squadron, consisting of nine sail, and rode 
all: night. 

August 20. — At 6 A. M. we got under way, and sailed 
down tow ards Otter Island, and fell down to South-Edisto 
Inlet, to wait .the. flood. At 11 A. M. we weighed, and 
towed up towards Fenwick's Bluff, when we came to to 
wait the tide and water the vessel, in company with the 
different detachments. At midnight got under way again, 
and towed up. 

August 21. — Towed up to Block Island, and down to 
Stairs Bluff, where we waited the tide, and cooked pro- 



visions. At 4 P. M. we run down to White Point, and 
came to to wait tide to New-Cut. 

August 22. — Got under way, and towed up and through 
New-Cut, and down to Wappoo, and there waited tide to 
come through. At 4 P. M. we got under way, and run 
into the Cut and towed through, and came to anchor in 
Ashley River, and lay all the night. 

August 23. — Got under way, and towed up Cummings's 
Creek, and at 6 A. M. we came to the Bluff, where we 
landed ninety-one barrels of gunpowder. 

John Hatter. 

ELIZABETHTOWN (nEW-JERSEy) COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK 
CONGRESS. 

Elizabethtown, July 25, 1775. 

Sir : Under the conduct of Sergeant Faulker, with a 
file of men, I have, by an order of our Committee, sent 
three persons as prisoners, who were apprehended here on 
this day on suspicion of being deserters from Gen, Woos- 
ter's camp. We have not been able to draw any confes- 
sion out of them to the purpose; they differ widely in their 
stories, which renders them so suspicious "that we have 
thought proper to send them to your Committee for fur- 
ther examination and inquiry. ' '.'"!." 

By order of the Sub-Committee : 

Jona. Hampton, Chairman. 

P. S. The prisoners all agree that they came from New- 
Haven together, but differ as to the time ; and one of them 
was lately seen by one of our members in the camp, which 
gives us strong suspicion of their being deserters from 
Waterbury's Regiment, now under marching orders. 



CHRISTOPHER P. YATES TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Palatine, Tryon County, July 25, 1775. 

Sir: Having been recommended by the Committee of 
this County to be Captain of a Company in Colonel Van 
Schaick's Battalion, to be raised in this County, permit 
me to acquaint you that, on their request, 1 did begin to 
enlist men immediately, in which I have been very success- 
ful, having already engaged fifty-one soldiers, for whom I 
have provided according to the instructions of your Con- 
gress, and make no doubt but 1 shall have the company 
full in ten days hence, of which T shall give you the earliest 
notice. I have wrote an account of the above to Major- 
Genera! Schuyler, to the end that I may have orders to 
join the Regiment. 

I am, Sir, with the greatest respect, your very humble 
servant, Christopher P. Yates. 

To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esquire. 

SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO MR. ALEXANEEjCwHlTE." 

Johnson Hall, July 25, 1775. 
Dear Sir: The bearers will deliver you Some provi- 
sions and clothes, and Mr. Clement will give yoii a paper 
containing a ten Pound note, which I received from Mrs. 
White this rooming. The Indians having desired some 
cash from me to expend when they came among the inha- 
bitants of Canada, which I have not to give them, I must 
beg you to supply them, and charge It to Colonel John- 
son. If you have forgot any thing, and I can be of service 
to you, I beg you'll mention it. God liless you. 

Yours, &tc. J. Johnson. 

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO NEW-YOffif COSgrESsT' 

Lebanon, July 25, 1775. 

Sir : Yesterday I received, per express, a letter from 
General Schuyler, dated Ticonderoga, 18th July, a copy 
of part of which I herewith send you. " I find the troops 
from your Colony, under the command of Col. Hitman, 
destitute of tents, an article they much stand in need of, 
being now crowded into bad barracks, which I fear will be 
productive of disease. Should it be impossible to procure 
the materials for making tents in your Colony, they may 
possibly be furnished by the New- York Congress, which 
can make no material difference, as it will probably be 
a Continental expense." ~ : _- : -_:,-' r^:: 

On consideration that this Colony is strfar exhausted of 
materials for making tents, that it will be very difficult, if 
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not impossible, to furnish them in any tolerable season, 
and considering the much greater convenience, in point of 
conveyance, with which they may be had from New- York, 
I have thought proper to desire that your Province will 
furnish our troops, under command oi Colonel llinman, 
with such number oi tents as will be necessary lor their 
'use. TJie^ complement of men to his said Kegiment is 
one thousand, including officers. 

You will please to inform me, per return of tins express, 
whether jxiy request may be complied with, as, on failure, 
w§ lsti.aJ_endeayour to exert ourselves in the best manner 
we can. ' T am, with great truth and esteem, Sir, your most 
ooedient Tuimble servant, Jona. Trumbull. 

Hon. Peter V. B. Livingston, Esquire. 



' ' " fillri&f&T^foWs TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

^ '^ ' . Roxbury.Cimp, July 25, 1775. 

, Sir: There was information forwarded to Head-Quar- 
ters yesterday, P. 51. , of the sailing of thirteen ships from 
» Boston. I sent one Captain Davis down the harbour to 
Watch their motions, and he reports, on his return, that 
they put to sea, and stood their course about east-south- 
east, which appears as if they were bound to the south- 
ward; that course would lead them out by Cape Cod, and 
to the chops cif the South Channel. 

I am, Sir, with great respect, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, John Thomas. 

To (us Excellency General Washington. 



EXTRVCT OT A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON, FROM 
AN OFFICER IN BOSTON, DATED JULY 25, 1775. 

As far. as I can guess from a matter not perfectly known, 
we at present are worse off than the rebels. In point of 
numbers they so surpass us, that we are like a few children 
in the .midst of a large crowd. Trusting to this superiori- 
ty, they grow daily more and more bold, menacing us most 
insolently, and we fear, when the days shorten, and dark 
nights come on, they will put some of their threats in exe- 
cution, unless other re-enforcements, and a fleet of men-of- 
war arrive" Sotm. /'^They know our situation as well as we 
do ourselves, from the villains that are left in Town, who 
acquaint them with all our proceedings, making signals 
by night with gunpowder, and at day out of the church 
steeples. About three weeks ago three fellows were taken 
out of one of the latter, who confess they had been so 
£inployed for seven days. Another was caught last week 
swirnmirrg OTef to the rebels, with one of their General's 
passes In his pocket ; he will be hanged in a day or two. 

Since we. have been here, we have been re-enforced by 
four Regiments ; but many of the men are very ill with 
fluxes, occasioned by the bad water which they got on land- 
ing, Bnd the want of fresh provisions. No action has hap- 
pened since the 17th of June. A few shot have been 
exchanged by scouting parties ; one morning they beat in 
OUF advanced guaid, and burnt the guard-house; and on 
the, 19th .instant. they set fire to the Light-house, and one of 
out'mtyFoJ-war lying but a mile from it. As it was calm we 
could not get at them,' their whale-boats, in which they 
made their escape, outrowing any of our boats, and a small 
island 1\ ing between them and the ship, prevented her 
firing on them. They took from the Light-house a six 
pounder and a swivel. 



EXTRACT OT A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON TO 
HI3"T%t?:N*D IS NEW-YORK, DATED JULY 26, 1775. 

I have seen the Ministry, and conversed with the first 
personl^s'TTear our Sovereign, and with confidence can 
assure you that J have; not heard one word fall from the lips 
of those people that had the least tendency to enslave the 
Colonists. I find the language of humanity breathes forth; 
their bpsoms seem tojheave with compassion for a people 
under an unhappy delusion; observe, I use the common 
phrase here. Lord Njorth's motion, as explained to me, and 
generally understood in England, was certainly the ground- 
work for a conciliatory superstructure, if not an ample 
compliance with the demands of America. Its implica- 
tion I shall confine within the compass of a few word, viz : 
Great Britain to recede from external and internal taxa- 



tion on each Colony giving, by way of requisition, money 
towards defraying that expense necessary for the defence 
of the Empire. Believe me the quantum, as 1 am informed, 
is not the object ; but an acknowledgment of that super- 
intending power always exercised by Great Britain over 
its external Dominions— -a superintending power absolute- 
ly necessary for promoting the happiness of Colonies so 

widely differing in commercial interests, II is true Great 

Britain reserves a power to lay duties on such articles of 
commerce as interferes with its own manufactures; but the 
revenue arising from such duties, to be carried to account 
of the Colony where they are laid. It likewise reserves 
a power to compel any refractory Colony to fulfil Its engage- 
ments. In our memory, good Sir, when some Colonies 
refused to contribute their quotas when the service of Ame- 
rica required its united force, even some of the Assem- 
blies and Continental Conventions complained of it, and 
declared that Parliament should interfere to compel the de- 
linquent Colonies to do what was necessary. 

1 am informed here that Parliament has, by its Constitu- 
tion, certain inherent rights, which it cannot divest itself 
of; that of a supreme legislative power over the extended 
dominions is one. It may, and in this easel am very well 
informed certainly will, give the Colonies such securities 
that it will not exercise it, except in the cases above men- 
tioned. The inexpediency of exercising this power over 
the Colonies in all cases is manifest, that is, after the con- 
troverted points are settled. Viewing the dispute in the 
light I have here pointed it out, why will not America meet 
England on friendly and equitable ground, and settle the 
dispute by negotiation, rather than let the horrours of 
civil war carry devastation through your once happy peace- 
ful land. Painful reflection. This dispute must have an 
end. If it is settled by the longest sword, the cause of 
quarrel will be forgot, and the terms of peace adequate to 
the success of the victorious. Why will the demands of 
America be left in so precarious a situation ? The events 
of war are uncertain ; the battle is not_ always in favour of 
the strong. Every thing that I see .round me, indicates 
vigorous measures on the part of England. It is in peace 
with its neighbouring states ; trade flourishing at home and 
tranquillity in every County ; the Parliament at all events 
determined to support its authority ;~and I believe as willing 
to give generous terms to the Colonies. 

I have but too great reason to believe America has bad 
many false friends on this side the Ailantick, I mean those 
who convey from hence wrong accounts of the situation of 
affairs here, which made the Americans view them through 
a false medium. Local politicks influenced some, others 
oppose Government on any principles, and care not if Ame- 
rica was deluged in blood, if their private purposes were 
answered. Why will not the friends oT peace now stand 
forth, and endeavour to heal the wound _be fore it becomes 
incurable ? The spirit of England beats high. The most 
vigorous measures you may depend on will be pursued. If 
success attends the King's troops, ~yatr can easily foresee 
the consequences: a flourishing and once happy country 
reduced to the greatest distress ; comnrefce, that souce of 
wealth, banished the coast; civil discord diffused through 
all ranks of people; the bands of civil society dissolved; and 
anarchy, with all its baneful attendants, substituted in the 
place of good order. On the other hand, if the Provincials 
succeed, it must be in the course of many hard-fought bat- 
tles. And pray, will success on their side be an equivalent 
for the loss they must sustain in the pursuit of it ? It will 
not. The American trade must T sujffer ; the farmer, the 
merchant, and the wealthy inhabitants who, by many years 
industry, have purchased a peaceful retirement from the 
busy world, must be reduced to the lowest ebb 7>f distress. 
And for what? In pursuit of an object which could be ob- 
tained on easy and honourable terms. 

Exert yourself, my dear friend, in your Country's cause. 
Promote, as far as you can, a reroncilktign between _the 
parent and her children. I wish not to see America lose 
a particle of its right: but I wish to see that right obtained 
in a manner consistent with the dignity of Britons and of 
Christians. It has been said ^.mmepLPetklqnsJjave not 
been received. Let not this opinion pre vent another appli- 
cation in this mode. If it is done [n time, and constitu- 
tionally, believe me, success will attinljirTlove Americaj 
I.hatve chosen it voluntarily for my TesTdence ; and I hope 
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to spend the evening of my life in your western world. 
This is the impulsive cause of my writing so freely to you. 
1 am convinced the language I use would not be accept- 
able to many on your Continent. It is the language of a 
real friend to America. Be not any longer duped by a 
discontented, disappointed faction on this side the Atlan- 
tick; nor the local politicks of false friends in America. 
May kind Providence dissipate the impending clouds that 
threaten your ruin; and may the Olive once more extend 
its branches over your Western world, is my sincere and 
constant wish. 

Salute, with great truth, for me the partner of your hap- 
piness, and those tender branches you cherish with so much 
care and parental affection. 

You have my sentiments fully on American affairs. I say 
nothing but what lean support; I never did, nor ever will. 



MARINCS WILLETT AND OTHERS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New. York, July 96, 1773. 

Gentlemen: Having freely accepted of the honourable 
appointment which you have conferred upon us, as officers 
to serve in defending the rights and liberties of our injured 
and oppressed Country, permit us to lay before you the 
great inconvenience which we most unavoidably suffer from 
the necessity we are under of providing ourselves with 
clothing, arms, &c, if there is not some adequate provision 
made to enable us to take the field. Were we possessed 
of fortunes sufficient to support ourselves, we should be far 
from troubling you with our solicitations upon this score, 
and should esteem ourselves extremely happy in having the 
opportunity of sacrificing both that and our lives in so glo- 
rious a cause; but as that is not the case, we are. constrain- 
ed to solicit your bounty, not doubting but you will consi- 
der the peculiarity of our situation, and grant us such relief 
as in your wisdom shall seem meet. 

We are, gentlemen, in behalf and by order of the offi- 
cers of our Regiment, your very humble servants, 

MaRINUS WlLLETT, J AMES M. HUGHES, 

John Beekman, William Goforth, 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress for the Province 
of New- York. . , 

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read September 14, 1775.] 

Ticonderoga, July 26, 1775. 

Sir : I do myself the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your despatches of the 18th instant, (which were de- 
livered to me last evening,) enclosing a copy of a speech 
intended to be made to the Six Nations, the Declaration 
of Congress, and a newspaper containing the Articles of 
War. It gives me great satisfaction to learn, that a thou- 
sand of the troops raised in the Colony of Connecticut are 
ordered to Albany. 

You will perceive, Sir, by the enclosed, that I am not 
likely to have any other in time to act offensively, and 
the necessity of such an operation becomes daily more 
evident to me. It cannot be surprising, then, that I am 
chagrined that I have not yet any of the stores here (nor do 
I learn that they are arrived at Albany) for building craft to 
carry me across this lake, nor any of the intrenching tools. 
I have increased my carpenters, and they are constantly 
employed in procuring the materials for building boats; 
the moment I have sufficient craft and carriages for a fevv 
guns, I will pick my men and give them the best of the 
arms, and proceed to St. John's. Major Brown left Crown 
Point "early on Monday morning, and as the winds have 
been favourable to carry him to the north end of the lake, 
I hope he is. now near Caughnawaga. He is accompanied 
by a Canadian and three people from hence, and I trust 
that he will bring me more certain intelligence of the state 
of things in Canada than any we have yet had. 

I am very happy that a Commissary-General and the 
other appointments have taken place ; we really stood iq 
great need oT Them, TVlr. Livingston is at Albany, and I 
shall immediately give him directions for supplying the 
Army, that, we may not be retarded in that department. 
I:anTTeT7 soTryxo find so little pork in the Colony as is 
mentioned in the enclosed letter, and for the want of the 
arrival of fat cattle here, I am under the disagreeable ne- 
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cessity of expending part of the little stock of pork I have 
at this place and Crown Point. 

I have not yet been able to execute your order relative 
to the men employed in taking and garrisoning these for- 
tresses. I find it will be extremely difficult to ascertain 
their number with any degree of precision. 

As an immediate Convention of the Indians at Albany is 
indispensably necessary, 1 shall take the liberty to desire Mr. 
Douw, and the Committee of Albany, to despatch the pro- 
per messengers to invite them down ; and, as 1 cannot fix 
on a day for the meeting, shall leave it to them, and re- 
quest them to give notice to the other Commissioners, that 
they may attend ; and as, in all probability, I will not be 
present, I shall send the speech to Mr. Douw, to be de- 
livered to his colleagues when they arrive at Albany. Mr. 
Fronds cannot be too early at Albany; that gentleman 
might promote the business much, especially among the 
Mohawk Tribe. _ __._ _.,... .,._. 

A fracas has happened in Tryon County, between the 
well-affected and the Sheriff of the County. I enclose 
the account I have received of it. It is a very alarming 
circumstance, that four hundred men in that County, inim- 
ical to our cause, should be possessed of arms. I should 
be at no loss what measures to take, were it not on ac- 
count of the delicate situation we are in with respect to 
the Indians. Perhaps these people might be induced to 
give up their arms (of which we are in great want) on 
assurances that they will be protected from insult, 

I shall leave great part of the troops ordered from Neic- 
York at Albany, until I receive the necessaries for build- 
ing, fcc, to prevent the expense of feeding them at this 
place, unless any intelligence from Canada should make it 
necessary to have them here sootier"."" ■----•—-"-• ■ 

The artificers that I am under a necessity of taking out 
of the troops here, will not work unless they are paid; I 
promised them the same that was allowed last war, only 
until the determination of Congress. " '_' 

I feel very sensibly the attention of Congress in the ap- 
pointments I recommended, and in their assurances to give 
me every support to enable me to do my duty; in the dis- 
charge of which, I shall arduously strive 16 merit a contin- 
uance of their countenance. '^['^^—^-^Z^-'^^- 

I have ventured on Jhe measure of calling the Indians, 
as they cannot he collected sooner than the first of Sep- 
tember, if so soon, and in that time I supposed every ne- 
cessary might be prepared for them; _".'""~ '"IILT".^ 1—=^=-^- 

I am, Sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient 
and most humble servant, Ph. Schuyler. 

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., kc. 

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GfcN. SCHUYLER. 
[Read in Congress September 14, 1775.] 
Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, 
'/ V'TJu'y 15, 1775. 

Sir: We have received your, letters, and written. to the 
Continental Congress on these subjects. We shall, with 
all despatch, send the officer you mention. We have 
already ordered to Albany tents for one JRegiment. Our 
troops can be of no service to you ; they have no arms, 
clothes, blankets, or ammunition; the officer jw_cormrnV 
sions; our treasury no money; ourselves in debt^ It Js Jn 
vain jo complain ; we will remove difficulties as fast as we 
can, and send you soldiers, whenever the men_we__have 
raised are entitled to that name. The intrenching tools 
shall be sent soon— some, immediately— and all the pork that 
can be had, about one hundred barrels. Use, we pray you, 
the troops at Ticonderoga as well as you Can." 

We are, very sincerely, your countrymen "and friends. 
By order: Henry Williams, Chairman. 

P. S. General Burgoyne has not been seen at Boston 
since the 17th ultimo; and it is currently reported and be- 
lieved that he is gone to Quebtck. _ ^^_^ JM ^ . 



SCHENECTADY (nEW-YORk) COMMITTEE" TO GENERAL 

SCHUYLER. " " ~ - 

[Read in Congress September 14, 1775.] 

Schcnoctady Committeo-ChamW, July 23, 1775. 

Honoured Sir : By an express just" a'rrivecffrom Caugh- 
nawaga, we beg leave to acquaint you thai there has been 
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a J great atarm" on '"tie Mohawk River, with the Sheriff, 
Alexander White, who has repeatedly insulted the inhabi- 
tant/ anTanastTDroupU Tit to such a height, by heaping 
ote"eHm|;^hHe^) "of another," that the people assembled 
together In rader' to take him prisoner. He took shelter 
uifaer the protection "of Sir John Johnson, who has about 
four hundred "meFassembled for that purpose. Sir John 
T^sonTa^^Iv^nTirword ofTionour that the Sheriff is 
gone off*;* anflTy" aTT 'accounts he is gone by way of Sacan- 
dqgo, and so try to make his escape that way to Canada. 
tie dqubtlossjs possessed of letters of consequence. We 
ttiefejbre "tfimW "proper to give you the earliest notice, as 
yo'ur p^opTrfnay"perhaps fall in with him, if they keep a 
watchful eye. His pilots are two Indians. There is a 
SuD-CominTttep from "this Board, jointly with one from Al- 
bany, gone up to Cauglinawaga to see how matters stand. 
'i: .w/h aye" th.e "honour, to be your very humble servants. 
By order of the Committee : ■ 
,.■*■•+>/. /■■.'.';..* • Christ. Yates, Chairman. 
■jfp. General. Schuyler. 

ir/:^..'H J i_S,.«.^... .?:. . '■-..■.' '/ ' •" . .,.' ,. ; „ , . 

,» bE^Eit "scirtrttfeR TO the new-topk congress. 

' /, ^■^.s r 'rfy-.'.U-. ., t, -'• Ticpnderoga, July 26, 1775. 

^/bE^LEmNV'rl^ye just received a letter from Mr. 

Wiltiams,' as "CTha^rman of your Committee of Safety, in 
the recess of the Congress; The difficulties you labour 
tinder with respect to equipping the troops lor the held, are 
rjjaljy ve17uTstressing.__B.ut yet I should hope that at least 
sJOTff'partof the troops might. be furnished with arms, 
c'lgtliing, and hlankets, and such might be sent up. Would 
it npi€e~pl'oper7tnat 'those raising at Albany should have 
clotiiing sent to them, if you have any at New- York. be- 
yond vvliat win clothe such as have arms? _. . 

_y For want of a variety of the articles which I begged 
might be sent up, I cannot by any means prosecute the in- 
tentions of , the Continental Congress. If, therefore;, they 
aj£/noT yet sent, praylet no delay be made, lest we should 
lose ,arr opportunity of doing a service very essential to. the 
Colonies— to this in particular, and in which delay will be 

fatal..., ._,.._ _. 

. i-'. r .i am mfoVmed By the Honourable John, Hancock, , Esq., 
that the Congress has_ recommended \o you the appoint- 
ment .Fan . Adjutant-General or Brigade-Major for this 
t)epartrnenl.^_Cn active, man and a good disciplinarian is 
much, very much wanted indeed, to fill the first men.tip.ned 
office^ r beg that" whoever you may appoint, you will 
order 'him' without delay to join me. I stand in great need 

6f ' 



his services 



Could not a gentleman be got to accept of a commission 
as cotnfflander of the Artillery ? Perhaps if rank was 
given, 'it would induce some good man to undertake it. 
Such an officer js. so evidently necessary, that I hope this 
recommendation will claim your attention.. 

■""12 ' " 7$3>%,'Z*&.'VSBiB3&:"-' : '¥i~ z i "'■"■". - t -» 1 ,t ■ .1 ■ ■_* 

; I ani_yery sensible of your spirited exertions in this criti- 
cal day;''ancTTf I press you for farther assistance with a 
se^mingHTripbrfunity, it is because the force of necessity 
obligesTTie Jo it ; it is because I wish to see my country- 
men about 'me, that I may have their testimony of my 

CpnduCt._ _____ . ■:., :. 

■"' I am, gentlemen, with the greatest respect and with the 
best wishes, "your "most obedient and most humble. 5e.rva.nt, 

;■;.*. ?rr ;:fj s. \pF^1if'^ii*^iT%l!P^§'- ,i " ' ■ >"' ' '"'■ % ''■''"' n **'!'. SCHUYLER. 

The Proyinciaj [Congress :of New- York. 

'*l: r < ■: ■_!__!:__:.•:___ ;r_^l" :. ";... 1.. ' . :■-.* , •' ' 

Sir: I am directed by his Excellency General Wash- 



tngton to inform you, that yesterday afternoon three men- 
of-war, with a number of tiansports, sailed fiom Boston. 
TheyTteeTeT E. S". E. after they got out, 'but wo cannot 
yet'leara'TlTeir destination, or whether they have taken off 
any part of the troops of the enemy. As their designs 
are sq._mjuch.11_1k.nown to us, and it is possible they may 
move to 'Mew-York, the General thought propei to apprize 
yitjii ofiTrtKat you" may be prepared for such an event. 
This he wou ld h a ve do ne with his Own hand, but he has 
been mucirindlsposeTl for some days past. 

I hav e tTiTTiono ur tobc, Sir, your most humble servant, 
_™__;-533p:::. _ =j 0SEPH Rjipn, Secretary. 






JAMES CHRISTIE, JUN., TO THE PUELiCK. 

Baltimore, July 27, 1775. 

However disagreeable it is to every one to have their 
private and cqnfidentM letters exposed to publick view, 
yet I am in some _measure_cprnpelled, by the necessity 
of my situation, to publish the following letter, written 
by me on the 22d of February last, to my friend and rela- 
tion, Colonel Christie, at Antigua. I confess the whole 
of the proceeding respecting this unfortunate affair has 
been published very candidly by the Committee ; yet it is 
to be observed^ that only that part of my letter is publish- 
ed where I gave my opinion.of politicks. My letter, there- 
fore, has been considered by many as a letter on publick 
affairs only. Many representations, too, have been propa- 
gated to our disadvantage. 

The most. superficial reader must perceive, from the date 
of the letter, that it was written at a time when we had 
heard nothing of their determinations inJEn^/ajK/on our pub- 
lick affairs ; and this letter was intercepted at a time when, 
perhaps, the affairs, of this . country did not necessarily re- 
quire such "a breach of trust, and such an invasion of pri- 
vate rights. 

The mostsuperficial reader will easily observe, that this 
is by no means a letter of politicks, or on publick affairs, 
but merely on my private business, on the affairs of our 
family, and those of our relations. In times Tike these, it 
is almost impossible to avoid mentioning politicks amidst 
the most private concerns; but I submit it to the candid, 
whether the opinions I have mentjonedd_id.not.arise_natu- 
rally and of course from the subject .~As~tb the sentiments 
themselves, I can only say, that "though mentioned to an 
officer, yet it was in conMenpe, to a relation anil a friend, 
without any expectation that they wnuld ever give offence 
to any, or even be productive of any publick measures 
whatever. . . .. _ _ .. 

I have only to regret, that in expressing my opinion of 
measures which I then could not approve, because I did 
not then think them promotive of_th_e in_te_re_t_or happiness 
of this country, I should have used.. expressions which have 
give offence. With the. humane," perhaps, my situation at 

that time will plead my excuse. .___' 

James Christie, Jun. 

JAMES CHRISTIE, JUN., TO LIEUT. GABRIEl CHRISTtE. 

. Baltimore, February 2, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I duly received your favours of the I3th 
and 22d November, and should probably have wrote you 
before now, had I not met with, the greatest misfortune in 
the power of fate to inflict, on me, in the loss of the wife 
of my soul, onthe 15th of Dec emb er last, that has almost 
puVit out of my power to mind any thing for some time 
past; and all my fortitude is scarce sufficient to. bear .me 

up; however, I must submit, Sh e had been bro ught to 

bed of a girl about twenty days; the dearlittle infant died 
a few days after its mother, . ; ___,-_.__.__._..._...____;_ -__ 

I some, time since rernit ted , t wen ty-two pounds eight 
shillings sterling, to be paid "ypyr mother for the boy's pas- 
sage, (being twenty pounds, and i nterest on i t at six per 
cent, since 1 received the mon_y,) and which, on the whole, 
leaves them abpu.t seven pounds currency in my debt, which 
I shall soon receive for rent. Charles's expense for cloth- 
ihg, schooiing,.&c., when.as.hQre, runs high, but 1 think Ije 
may now pay for himself. Gabriel has Been w ith m e three 
oir four months, and so far has _beli_aved_to my satisf actio n ; 
and,. I would flatter', myself Jie may easily be broke of the 
ijjie, indolent Batit hej_a_s._be.eni Jsqiiiring. He applies 
well to any thing I put hijn 1 to, "and after a while I hope 
may do. 

As your brother's correspondence and mine has bee'n 
suspended since a letter I wrote him about th e boys, soon 
after receipt of yours, I wrote my sister about John 
Grime's mandamus, and to get me" the preference of it. 
I have thought nothing more about it, anu" am now quite 
undetermined. At present I think ofjgoing t o Britain , so 
soon, as my affairs will adrnitjjf it, and leave my littTel.oy 
at Stirling; and, if things tarn" o~u"t~ to rny liki ngy^ erhaps 
I,. may remain, and set myself down eifher__n L mdpn or 
Glasgow. When I may get away is wholly imcertain — I 
would hope some time nexjTall, _ We a re in such terribjg 
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confusion with our politicks, there is no depending on any 
thing ; and that, added to other things, makes me wish 
myself out of the Province. We are little behind the 
New- England crs, mustering, purchasing arms, ammuni- 
tion, Sic. We have some violent fanatical spirits among 
us, who do every thing in their power to run things to the 
utmost extremity; and they are gone so for, thai we mode- 
rate people are under the necessity of uniting for our own 
defence, after being threatened with expulsion, loss of life, 
&.C., for not acceding to what we deem treason and rebel- 
lion. 

The Provost and family are all well. I believe he has 
nothing lately from James. He has made inquiry about 
negotiating bills on him in Bengal, and finds it may be 
done at a disadvantage of twenty per cent., and thirty per 
cent, more, if the bills are protested ; on the whole, fifty 
per cent., in case of protest. Whether he will attempt it 
or not I know not. Our publick affairs vex him, and he 
wishes himself away; but Iknow not when, or if ever that 
will happen. A part of your or any other Regiment, I 
believe, would keep us very quiet. Do you expect tore- 
main long in the PFcst-lndiesl I shall hope to hear from 
you soon, and am, very truly, dear Sir, yours, 

James Christie, Jun. 

Lieut. Gabriel Christie, of the 60th Regiment, Antigua. 



PHILADELPHIA MILITARY ASSOCIATION. 

Philadelphia July 27, 1775. 

Whereas, the Officers of the Military Association for the 
City and Liberties of Philadelphia have settled the Pay 
of the following persons employed by them, at the rates 
hereafter mentioned : 

An Adjutant to receive seven Shillings and six Pence 
per day; a Sergeant-Major thirty Shillings per week ; a 
Drummer twenty Shillings per week ; a File-Major twen- 
ty-five Shillings; and a Fjfer twenty Shillings per week : 

And as extravagant demands have been made by some 
of the persons employed in the forementioned capacities, 
and threats made use of in case of non-compliance with 
their demands, that they would leave their present employ 
and go into the service of other Associators in this or the 
neighbouring Provinces, the foregoing Regulation is pub- 
lished, for the information of officers who. are not of this 
Corps. And it is earnestly requested that no officers em- 
ploy any of the persons acting in the foregoing capacities 
in this City and Liberties, without their producing a dis- 
charge from the officer or officers under whom they now 
do duty. Published by order : 

Richard Peters, Secretary. 



NEW-BRUNSWICK (neW-JE.R.SEy) COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK 
COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

City of New-Brunswick, July 27, 1775. 

Gentlemen;: Your favour of the 21st instant came safe 
to hand ; the contents of which was duly observed. 

Application was immediately made to Mr. Merrill, who 
says, about three jweeks past a person coming from Egg- 
Harbour, when within the Hook, saw a boat standing 
down our bay, that he thought was loaded with flour, which 
boat, he believes, went along side the man-of-war. This 
is all he ever heard or knows of the matter. Every other 
inquiry in ourpower has been made, but can make no fur- 
ther discovery. 

All intelligences and discoveries of every action inimical 
to American liberty, and every matter qf instruction for our 
better preservation arrd protection, will be paid due regard 
to and cheerfully received from you by the Committee of 
this City. 

Assure yourselves, gentlemen, that this Committee has 
and eyer_ will be ready to render to their country every ser- 
vice in their power, and will continue to give a strict atten- 
tion Jo, and duly observe all resolutions formed by the 
Continental Congress. 

We areywith esteem, gentlemen, your obedient humble 
servants., John Dennis, Chairman. 

^qJSLtj. Henry Wilffams, Chairman of the Committee of 
Safety. /New- York. 



NEW- YORK CONGRESS TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
In Provincial Congress, New-Toil, July 27, 1775. 

Sir : In compliance with the request of Congress, which 
you did us the honour to mention in your letters of the 
17th and 19th of July instant, we have appointed William 
Duer, Esquire, Deputy Adjutant-General, and taken the 
liberty to give him, in his commission, which we received 
yesterday, the rank of Colonel. 

We beg leave to submit to the wisdom of Congress, 
whether or not it will be proper to have a Major of Brigade 
appointed also; and should it be deemed n_ecessary, we 
would readily decline the honour of nominating a person to 
fill that office, having full confidence m the wisdom and 
integrity of our Delegates, and being well convinced that 
they will recommend no man who is not endued with 
every qualification necessary to discharge any trust which 
you may think proper to repose in him. 

We are, with great respect, Sir, your countrymen and 
servants. By order: 

P. V. B. Livingston, President, 
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Con- 
tinental Congress. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

[Read September 14, 1775.] 

Ticondcroga, July 27, 1775.... 

Sir: Since my last of yesterday, Captain Ilalsey, who 
has commanded the sloop since she wasJeTiTBy Tier former 
commander, arrived at this post. He reports that the 
Schooner Liberty is returned from her cruise towards the 
north end of Lake Champlain ; that about Isle-la-Moite 
she fell in with two canoes, containing three Frenchmen 
and as many Indians ; that they informed the Captain that 
Governour Carleton had in vain attempted to prevail upon 
the savages to act against us ; that the Canadians would be 
neuter, perhaps act in our favour; that a picket fort, sur- 
rounded with a ditch, is erected at St. John's; that prepa- 
rations were making for mounting cannon ; that the Regular 
Troops at that place consisted of about four hundred and 
fifty men ; that two men from Croym Point, who were car- 
rying an Indian boy, on his return from i Mr. ^WhcelgcWs 
school, info Canada, had been made. prisoners and detain- 
ed ; and that a scouting party of Regular Troops has been 
almost as far south as Mr. Gillejantfs, about thirty -five 
miles from hence, .'""""?J: t~~" '":"::::"■'. z"::.. 

Captain Baker, who left Crown Point with the party 
to carry the Indian boy, but separated from them, fell "in" 
with some Indians at Missisque. Their information con- 
firms the above.: His is enclosed. . 

In this situation of affairs, no manrjgnyre a ppe ars to me 
more necessary than an immediate movement to Si. John's, 
which will determine what we are to;expect from the Cana- 
dians; and this known, any future military operations in this 
quarter may be" regulated by it. But. how to get there? 
All the craft I am. possessed of (and I have already bought 
or engaged all the pettiaugers belofjgiri"|~To"the inhabitants 
here) will not carry at the most more than five hundred and 
fifty men ; nor are any of the stores mentioned in a former 
letter of mine, as yet arrived here. It is probable, from 
the letter which I yesterday transmitted to you, that they 
have not yet left New- York, and without them 1 cannot 
proceed, even if I had boats; for as my whole stock of 
powder will be less than three tons when /that Irom Phila- 
delphia arrives, I must necessarily not fire a gun without 
certain execution, and therefore want theTntrenching tools, 
which are part of the articles, to make the approaches up 
to their very ditch ; and that cannot T)e^Tone with the few 
tools I have here. 

Although you will perceive by the enclose d retu rn, that 
my stock of provisions is very scant, Vet I shall not The 
detained on that account, as it may follow me. t shall 
make all the despatch 1 possibly can, and move the mo- 
ment I am in a condition for it. 

It appears to me highly necessary~tlmt more powder 
should be sent up ; for if even I should b~e — forfunate enough 
to succeed against St. John's with the Tittle "THaye'ltWri.- 
not be expected that much would be T eTL" "But if OKquIcj 
be under the disagreeable necessity of retreating, the want 
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of „it .jpight be followed with the loss of this fortress and 
Command of the lake. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient and most humble servant, 
,'',.' -,"',,]'.. Ph. Schuyler. 
To,the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

An Account of the voyage of Captain Remember Baker, 
begun the \3th day of July, and ended July 25, 1775, 
' on Luce Ch\mplain. 

On the 16th instant an Indian trader informed him that 
general orders were given out by Governour Carleton not 
to fire on our people, nor to pass the line, nor even to fire 
on" our 4 parties, if they were even to come to St. John's, 
but to take them, if possible ; but that it proved to be false. 
X§i! n (Q r ifl a .t!Pn.hgjeceived from Esquire Metcalf and one 
Sear. 

On the ( same day he sent two lads with an Indian boy 
6ver the line j that they did not return, but has been since 
'"JgCJQecl by Frenchmen and Indians, that they were taken. 

.MM¥&iM e £T3$d Metcalf informed him that the Regu- 
lars were .intrenched at St. John's, with twelve cannon 
mounted, and four hundred and fifty men ; that they keep 
scrjuts out in a Targe birch canoe. 

v "Tk a,; ne , ^ as . ii n SP/Hpany with Indians of two Nations, 
St. Francois and Conesadaga, and was treated with great 
ciyj)i.ty, and was supplied with provisions by them. They 
'gfsiaS^J^ffl.U'St seven Nations had agreed not to fight the 
W«^eei,an^d_have sent three men to Boston to confirm it 
wffijBft_Consress.__The Towns are Lolet, Conesadaga, 
Ci? l PMe u *, Caughnawaga, St. Francois, Wesunkanaugh, 
and JfolenycJc; that each Town had appointed one cap- 
^ Jn||.i^ ji governour i who had convened and made a 
gWefhour oveFtn'e whole. ' Remember Baker. 

.. Ticonderoga, July 26, 1775. 

t*fr -^ , .^--.rr-^.-7!-K"v-.'-;"!rt .-, t - , 

JfsM^J^iiaiffiyLlR TO the NEW-YORK congress. 

...:::. :■■'.._: i_I±r?ii: J -:.*: 1 :ri?'"' '■' Ticonderoga, July 27, 1775. 

^G^TLEMEN^Since my letter of yesterday I have re- 
^'ySfi.SWb intelligence as makes it indispensably neces- 
sity mat not one moment's delay should be made in for- 
waj-ding me the stores mentioned in the estimate I delivered 
you on the 3d of July. I have a number of carpenters, 
and no materials^ to employ them. A thousand of the Con- 
necticut T roops are ordered to join me ; and 1 do most, most 
earnestly entreat that such of the men raised in this Colony 
as are furnished with arms, may be sent to Albany without 
any delay. General Montgomery is there to forward them 
to me. 

I am, gentlemen, with great esteem and respect, your 
most obedient humble servant, Ph. Schuyler. 

The New-York Provincial Congress. 

GEN. WASttrNGTON TO JOHN AUGUSTINE WASHINGTON. 
. Camp at Cambridge, July 27, 1775. 

Pear Brother: On the 2d instant I arrived at this 
place, after passing through a great deal of delightful coun- 
try, covered with grass, (although the season has been dry,) 
in a niannervery different from our lands in Virginia. 

I found a mixed multitude of people here, under very 
little ..discipline, order, or government ; the enemy in pos- 
session, of, a place called Bunker's Hill, on Charlestown 
Neck, strongly intrenched, and fortifying themselves ; part 
of pur own Army on two hills, called Winter and Prospect 
liitts, about a mile and a quarter from the enemy on 
Bunker's Hill, in a very insecure state ; another part at 
this village ; and a third part at Roxbury, guarding the 
enfranee'ljj Jmc] [ out^of' Boston. My whole time since I 
c&tsfe here, has /been employed in throwing up lines of 
defence at these .three several places, to secure, in the first 
instance',"our v tiwn Troops from any attempts of the enemy ; 
and, in the next place, to qu| off all communication between 
th|h; Troops and the country. To do this, and to prevent 
themlfrom penetrating into the country with fire and sword, 
and to hjra^thernjf they do, is all that is expected of me! 
If.ggecte a,jt must total ly overthrow the designs of Admin- 
istration, a¥ the whole force of Great Britain in the Town 
anSJJajbjuri <£Bg£pn, can answer no 6ther end than to 
sink j^er^i iriprjhe dis grace and weight of the expense. 
Tfi"e enemy s 'strength, including marine forces, is com- 



puted, from the best accounts I can get, at about twelve 
thousand men ; ours, including sick and absent, at about 
sixteen thousand ; but then we have to guard a semicircle 
of eight or nine miles, to every part of which we are 
obliged to be equally attentive; whilst they, situated as it 
were in the centre of the semicircle, and having the entire 
command of the water, can bend their whole force against 
any one part of it with equal facility. This renders our 
situation not very agreeable, though necessary. However, 
by incessant labour, Sundays not excepted, we are in a 
much better posture of defence now than when I first 
came. The enclosed, though rough, will give you some 
small idea of Boston and the bay on this side, as also of the 
post they have taken on Charlestown Neck at Bunker's 
HiU, and of our posts. 

The enemy are sickly, and in want of fresh provisions. 
Beef, which is chiefly got by slaughtering their milch cows 
in Boston, sells from one shilling to eighteen pence sterling 
per pound ; and that it may not become cheaper, or more 
plenty, I have driven all the stock within ajconsiderable 
distance of this place, back into the country, out of the 
way of the men-of-war's boats. In short, 1 have done, 
and. shall continue to do, every thing in my power to dis- 
tress them. The transports have all arrived, and their 
whole re-enforcement is landed, so that I can see no rea- 
son why they should not, if they ever attempt it, come 
boldly out, and put the matter to issue at once. If they 
think themselves not strong enough to do this, they surely 
will carry their arms (having ships-of-war and. transports 
ready) to some other part of the Continent, or relinquish 
the dispute ; the last of which, the Ministry, unless com- 
pelled, will never agree to do. Our works and those of 
the enemy are so near, and the space between us so open, 
that each sees every thing the other is doing. 

I recollect nothing more worth mentioning. I shall 
therefore conclude, with my best wishes and love to my 
sister and the family, and compliments to any inquiring 
friends. Your most affectionate brother, 

Go. Washington. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GWEEIl sTBffUYLfife. 

Cambridge Camp, July 27, 1775V 

Sir: Yesterday a deputation from the Provincial Con- 
gress of New-Hampshire attended me, with a request that 
three companies raised in their Province, and now posted 
on Connecticut River, at and between the two Colonies, 
commanded by Captain Timothy Bedell, James Osgood, 
and John Parker, might be continued forjh~e security of 
the frontiers of that Province on /the 'Continental establish- 
ment. As it did not appear to me that their request couid 
be complied with, and as 1 apprehend you may have more 
immediate occasion for them than I hiiye, I thought it proper 
to give you the earliest notice where they are, that if you 
think proper you may order them to join the Troops under 
your command; in which case you will please to write to 
Matthew Thornton, Esq., President .of the Provincial Con- 
gress. Each company consists of sixty-five men, including 
officers, and are reported to me as able-bodied, stout, active 
fellows, used to the woods, capable of any duty, and hav- 
ing an acquaintance with Canada. But ) ou will please to 
remember that they must continue under their own officers, 
to whom they are attached, and subject only to superiour 
command. We have had no transaction of any conse- 
quence since I wrote you last. Our Army is in good health 
and spirits, well supplied with all kinds of provisions. The 
situation of the enemy is directly the reverse, and we have 
reason to think desertions will be very great; four have 
come out within the last twenty-four hours. 

I am, Sir, with much esteem, your most obedient servant, 

Go. Washington. 
To Philip Schuyler, Esq., Major-General, Ticonderoga. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO CONTINENTAL" CONGRESS. 

Camp at Cambridge, July 27", 1775. 
Sir : Nothing material has occurred in either camp since 
I had the honour of addressing you omhe twenty-first in- 
stant by express. But on Tuesday, three men-of-war and 
nine i transports sailed out of Boston Harbour, and stood a 
Course about east-south-east. 
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One Groves, who came out of Boston the same evening, 
informed the officer at one of the out-posts, that the trans- 
ports had on board six hundred men, and were bound to 
Block-Island, Fisher's-hland, and Long-Island, to plunder 
them and bring off what cattle they may find. The fellow 
returned again into Boston, under such suspicious circum- 
stances, that it has led me to doubt the truth of his intelli- 
gence. A deserter, who came in afterwards, informs me 
that it was given out in their camp that they were either 
gone for Indians or fresh provisions, and that each transport 
had but twenty men on board. Upon this intelligence I 
immediately wrote to Governour Cooke, of Rhode-Island, 
and to General Wooster, that they might use proper pre- 
cautions for removing the cattle off those islands and the 
coasts, and to prevent any surprise. As we are confirmed 
by every account in the scarcity of fresh provisions in the 
enemy's camp, and particularly by this deserter, who says 
they have had none since the battle of Lexington, it is very 
probable this voyage may be only intended for a supply; 
but as it may possibly be otherwise, I thought it best to 
transmit the_ intelligence to the honourable Congress, that 
they may forward it to the southward, or take such other 
step as they may judge proper. 

Since writing the above, three men (deserters) have come 
out, which make four in twenty-four hours. Their accounts 
correspond with those of the first who came out, and which 
I have related above. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient and 
very humble servant, Go. Washington, 



GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Camp at Roxbury, July 21, 1775. 

Sir: I have the pleasure to inform your Excellency that 
Major Vose, of my own Regiment, besides securing the 
barley on Nantasket, yesterday morning landed on the 
Light-House Island with six or seven boats ; the Light- 
House was set on fire and the wood-work burnt. The party 
brought off three casks of oil, all the furniture of the Light- 
House, about fifty pounds of gunpowder, a quantity of cor- 
dage, &z,c, an inventory of which will be forwarded to your 
Excellency. Some of the brave men who effected this 
with their Jives in their hands, have just now applied to 
trre, to know whether it was to be considered as plunder or 
otherwise. I was not able to determine this matter, but 
told them that I would lay the matter before your Excel- 
lency. 1 would beg leave to add, that these brave men 
were, some of them, at Grape- Island, Deer-Island, and at 
Long-Island, when each of those islands were stripped of 
their stock, fkc. 

I have the honour to be your Excellency's most obedi- 
ent and very humble servant, W. Heath. 

To bis Excellency General Washington. 



ORDERS BY GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, July 22, 1775. 
(Parole, ITantasket.) (Countersign, Mississippi.) 

A Court of Inquiry to sit forthwith ; President, Doctor 
Foster; Doctor Warren and Doctor Eust ace, members; to 
examine into a complaint exhibited by Mr. John Spalding, 
Surgeon to Gen. Putnam's Regiment, against Mr. Fennel 
Chiney, Surgeon's-mate of the said Regiment; all evi- 
dences to attend the Court. 

Captain Israel Putnam, and Lieutenant Samuel Webb, 
being appointed Aids-de-Camp to Major-General Putnam, 
they .are.to beobeyed as such. 

Regularity and due subordination being so essentially 
necessary to the good order and government of an army, 
and without It the whole must soon become a scene of dis- 
order and confusion, the General finds it indispensably 
necessary, without waiting any longer for despatches from 
the General ContinenUlCongress, immediately to form the 
Army into three grand divisions, and of dividing each of 
those grand divisions into two Brigades. He therefore 
orders that. the. following Regiments, viz : General Ward's, 
Gen, Thomas's, Colonel Feffows's, Colonel Cotton's, Col- 
onel Danielson's, and Colonel D, Brewer's, compose one 
brigade, ^nd be under the command of Brigadier-Gene-. 
ml Thomas; that General Spencer's, Colonel Parsons's, 



Colonel Learned's, Colonel Walker's, Colonel J. Read's, 
Independents, compose another brigade, to be commanded 
by Brigadier-General Spencer. That these two brigades 
compose the right wing or division of the Army, and be 
under the command of Major-General Ward, and remain 
at Roxbury and its southern dependancies. That Colonel 
Stark's, Colonel Poor's, Colonel Reid's, of Neiv-Hamp- 
shire, and Colonel Nixon's, Colonel Mansfield's, Colonel 
Doolitile's, of Massachusetts, be formed into another bri- 
gade, under the command of Brigadier-General SuUivan, 
and posted on Winter Hill. That Colonel Varnum's, Col- 
onel Hitchcock's, Colonel Church's, of Rhode-Island, and 
Colonel Whitcomb's, Colonel Gardner's, Colonel J. Brew- 
er's, Col. Little's, of Massachusetts, be formed into another 
brigade, and commanded by Brigadier-General Green, and 
posted upon Prospect Hill, and these two brigades compose 
the left wing, or second division of the Army, under the 
command of Major-General Lee. That General Putnam's, 
Colonel Glover's, Colonel Frye's, Colonel Bridge's, Col. 
Woodbridge's, Colonel Sergeant's,he formed into another 
brigade, under the command of the senior officer therein, 
and until the pleasure of the Continental Congress be 
known, these two brigades to be under the command of 
Major-General Putnam; also a corps-de-reserve for the 
defence of the several posts north of Roxbury, not already 
named. 

The arrangement now ordered to take place is to be 
made as speedily as possible, and the Majors-General are 
to see it done accordingly; some inconveniences may arree 
to certain individuals by this change, but as the good of the 
service requires it to be made, an alert_ and ready compli- 
ance is expected. " ....... 

All applications from henceforward, by officers or sol- 
diers, for leave of absence, are to be made to the Major- 
General commanding each division, whols to judge of the 
propriety of the application, and grant furloughs where they 
see cause, without applying to the Commander-in-Chief, 
provided it be not contrary to General Orders. 

General Heath's Regiment is'tb talte post at No. 2, in 
lieu of General Ward's; Colonel Pa tterson's remains" at 
No. 3 ; Colonel Scammons's to occupy No. 1, and the re- 
doubt between that and No, 2 ; Colonel Prescotfs^ Regi- 
ment to take post at the redoubt upon SeweWs Point; Col. 
Gerrish's Regiment to furnish the Companies for Chelsea, 
Maiden, and Medford, __ ZZZZZZZI UZ L1_M~" 



Headquarters, Cambridge, July 23, 1775. 

(Parole, Brvnrwick.) (Countersign, Princeton.) 

As the Continental Army have unfortunately no uniforms, 
and consequently many inconveniences must arise from not 
being able always to distinguish the commissioned officers 
from the non-commissioned, and the non-commissioned from 
the privates, it is desired that some badges^nfistinction 
may be immediately provided; for instance, the Field-Offi- 
cers may have red or pink coloured cockades in their hats, 
the Captains yellow or buff, and the Su balter ns green; they 
are to furnish themselves accordinglyV ThelSergeants may 
be distinguished by an epaulette, or stripe of red cloth 
sewed upon the right shoulder, the Corporals by one of 
green. 

The people employed to make spears, are desired by 
the General to make four dozen of th.erri^im.me diaj ejy , thir- 
teen feet in length, and the wood part ~a good deal more sul> 
stantial than those already made; those, particularly, in the 
New-Hampshire lines, are ridiculously short and light and 
can answer no sort of purpose; no more are therefonTto 
be made on the same model. 

The commanding officers of the different works and posts 
are once more enjoined to furnish themselves with a suffi- 
cient number of gabions and fascines, which aie to stop up 
the entrances of their respective redoubts andjmes, and to 
repair their works, which may either be damaged by the 
weather or the fire of the enemy. It is obsci ved' that 
several of the entrances of .the redoubts are still left open 
without any sort of defence, the commanding officers of 
each redoubt are therefore ordered to cut a wide deep ditch 
at the entrances, and throw a bridge of strong plank across • 
this is to be done without delay. 

John Davis, of Captain Foster's Company, in Colonel 
Gridley's Regiment of Artillery Tined'Tor " desertion aTYd 
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suspicion of intending to go to the enemy," is acquitted by 
the General Court-Martial. 

Ensign Trafton, accused by Colonel Scammons of " abu- 
sive language to the said Colonel Scammons while under 
arrest," tried by a General Court-Martial, of which Col- 
onel Nixon was President. The Court are .unanimously 
of opinion that the prisoner is not guilty, and do therefore 
acquit him with honour. 

Lieutenant Trafton to be forthwith released from his 
arrest. 

Michael Bury, of Captain Parker's Company, and. Col. 
Presco^'? Regiment, tried by the same General Court- 
Martial for " refusing his duty and enlisting in another 
Company." The Court condemn the prisoner, and order 
him to receive thirty-nine lashes. The General orders the 
sentence to be put in execution at the head of the Regi- 
ment the delinquent belongs to. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 24, 1775. 

(Parole, Salisbury.) (Countersign, Cumberland.) 

It being thought proper to distinguish, the Majors from 
the Brigadiers-General by some particular mark, for the 
future the Majors-General will wear a broad purple ribband. 

Notwithstanding the General Orders marking the distinc- 
tions of General Officers, Ajds-de-Camp, &c," the Gene- 
rals are frequently stopped by the sentinels, which can only 
happen from the Captains having neglected to read the 
Orders to their respective Cojnpanies. If any General. Offi- 
cer, Aid-de-Camp, or Major of Brigade, is again stopped 
through the ignorance of the sentinels, the Captains will 
be responsible. 

As any attempt the enemy, from their late disappoint- 
ments, may have the rashness or the hardiness to make, 
will be violent and sudden, the General. expects the officers 
and soldiers will be not only resolute but alert to defeat; 
and in a particular manner he enforces his orders to every 
field-officer, upon no account (duty excepted) to lay out of 
camp, but upon every occasion to shew by their example 
that activity and steady courage so necessary to defeat an 
enterprising enemy. 

Notwithstanding the orders. of. the eleventh. instant, ex- 
pressly forbidding all officers and soldiers from quitting their 
guard befbre_they are regularly relieved and dismissed, the 
General is informed such unsoldierlike practices are. still 
committed ; he therefore admonishes all officers and non- 
commissioTied officers, not to suffer any person to quit their 
guard upon any pretence, jcare to be taken the men are 
properly supplied with prof isions before they mount guard. 

Report being this morning made to the General, that the 
main guard - room 7s kept abominably filthy and dirty ; for 
the .future, one commanding officer is not to relieve another 
upon that guard, until lie is assured that the officers and 
men'iLapartments are clean and in decent order. i 

The Surgeon of every Regiment in the lines, redoubts, 
or;mjor r 'mM^<miri(lge, to deliver to-morrow, at twelve at 
nrohytcT the. Adjutant-General at Head-Quarters, ari exact 
return' of the sick.in the Regiments they respectively be- 
long to; the names, rank, and disorder of each officer, 
non-commissioned officer, and soldier, to be mentioned in 
the return. The returns of the Surgeons of the corps sta- 
toned in_ and_ nejar Hpxbwy, to be made to the command- 
iri|f IjeneiaTat HoxFury, Tuesday noon, in the manner and 
form dnected by the above order , : and 'the Generalcorn- 
rtifndingTit Hoxbury will .transmit' them to Head-QaSTtefs 
afordeiTy time, Wednesday. 

.^.-^-.'-^ ■■■■■.-■ m , . • • ,: « -. ,, 

m***.°Lj»;.£.. .' : .v^j.. .» ■ . ..: :■.=..<-. ......it -■'...,. _ : . ,., 

"sTHSad-Quarters, CarabriSge, July 25, I7?5." 
(Parole, ttafijax) «-• • ... '(Countersign, fori.) 

Continual complaints being made that soldiers of regi- 
meTjTs; i aM,conipanies, after enlisting in one company and 
regimeiit,Tiave gohe~and enlisted in another/insomuch that 
it W.ould__erigross the General's whole time to hear the dis- 
puTes~uporr this subject ; for the future, arty officers who 
hare any dispute in regard to the men re-enlisted, are to 
apply to_the Brigadier commanding their .Brigade, whxrwill 
order a Court-Martjal of the Brigade to hear arid, determine 
the rjQa.tterj.__J \ .7... .,;;;,:;;;. 

The General Court-Martia], of which Colonel _Ni?0liyfZS 
President, to be dissolved this evening, and anothej JTepe- 
ral Co urkMajfljal o£ ,the.. line to ,sjt M-m6tTOVf|jpJ75frtg'at 
the usual time and place, "tdlry such pnsTOeW'relilian'be 



brought before them, 
to attend the Court. 



All evidences and persons concerned 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 2G, 1775. , 
(Parole, Amiterrlam.) (Countenijrn, Amboy.) 

It is recommended to the commanding officers of corps, 
that all coverings made of boards be built in the form of 
barracks, and in the most advantageous manner, at the same 
time so contrived as to be warm and comfortable in cold, 
weather, : -..-...;..- ... 

All passes to be discontinued for the future, and no per- 
son to be admitted into the lines unless introduced by an 
officer who can vouch for him, or by order of the officer 
commanding in the lines. 

It being represented that the present hospital is not large 
enough to contain the sick, Lieutenant-Governour Oliver's 
house is to be cleared for that purpose, ancTcare to be taken 
that no injury is done to it. 

Notwithstanding the strict ancf repeated orders that have 
been given against firing small-arms, it is hourly practised. 
All officers commanding guards, posts, and detachments, to 
be alert in apprehending; all future transgressors. 

Captain ClarJce, of General Putnam's Regiment, con- 
fined in arrest for " neglect of duty when upon guard," 
tried by a late General Court-Martial, is acquitted, and is 
immediately to be released from his arrest. 

Levi Woods, soldier in Captain WuiHng's Company, in 
Colonel Prescott's Regiment, confined for " absenting him- 
self without leave, and refusing to take the oath, and threat- 
ening to leave the Army." The Court-Martial, upon the 
prisoner's pleading guilty, and promising to behave obedi- 
ently for the future, recommended him to the General's 
mercy; who is pleased to pardon the prisoner. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, J*u]y 27, 1775. 
(Parole, Bedford.) (Countersign, Guilford.) 

John Trumbull, Esq., being appointed Aid-de-Camp to 
his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, he is to be obeyed 
as such. '""""■" 7 ~ "■" " : 7 "7^777™. 77" "7 : 

A Court of Inquiry to sit to-morrow morning at ei°-ht 
o'clock in the tutops chamber, (Mr. HalT,) to examine into 
a complaint, exhibited irpon oath in the publick newspa- 
pers, against Mr. Benjamin Whiting-, n<jw 'a prisoner in the 
college. All evidences, and persons concerned, to attend 
the Court. 

For the future, when any deserters come to any of the 
out guards, they are, with the least delay, to be sent by a 
corporal's guard to the next guard in the lines, who is im- 
mediately to escort them in the same manner to the Major- 
General commanding that division oFtEe Army, who, as 
soon as he has .examined them, will forthwith send them 
under a proper escort from his guard to the Head-Quarters. 
Some deserters being made drunk, who came last night from 
the enemy, before they reached Heacf-Quarters, it will be 
considered as a breach of orders in any persomvho gives rum 
to deserters, before they are examined by the General. 

A subaltern officer's guard to be mounted to-morrow 
morning at eight o'clock," at a certain, distance from the 
Small-Pox Hospital ; the officer to come this evening at 
six o'clock to the Adjutant-General for orders. 



COLONEL HURD TO' frEW-ffWFirHffifl'ToTJGEE'ss; ' 



- HavcThill, TJoHoog; July "577 1775". 

Sir: Though I am not of.any Committee of Correspon- 
dence, yet, as a member of the Provincial Congress, I take 
tins opportunity to acquaint you; that the bearer, Colonel 
Bayley, goes down to Exeter and Cambridge (and will call 
on you in his way) expressly on purpose to accompany an 
Indian, by name jCowis, of the Caughnawaga Tribe, who is 
just come in her_e_|r.orrj \ Montreal by way of the Lake Mem- 
phremagog andTJpper Cohqos ; thesame "who sent us these 
advices in the letter_which I carried^down and commuTti- 
cated to the Congress, at the last session, ..JHeJiasaO along 
appeared friendly" to, the NewzjEngland people, is very in- 
telligent, and has the character among the Indian traders of 
an honest fellow, who hasalways stood by and made good 
his. word. ;, .i, r .,,^.\„^.^j^^z^:^^^zr^:^:iz;. 

Though no very reiriarkable "pccuirrerice has taken place, 
in TJqndda that he ]njtarn§:;of, yet" the a cco unt he gives of 
the present disposition o71hsJndi mA_md : Can adians, md 
the" situation of the Reg"ular^roops there, seems so inte- 
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resting, we have thought his information might be of service 
to the American cause. That your Committee of Safety, 
as well as the gentlemen of the Massachusetts and the 
Generals at Cambridge, would not be displeased with an 
opportunity to converse with him, for which reason we have 
persuaded Louis (having given a few small presents, and 
engaging Some pay for his time) to make a journey down 
the country, paying a visit first to you, or your Committee 
at Exeter, and tlience to the Army at Cambridge; and 
Colonel Bayley is so good as to undertake conducting him, 
having formerly some acquaintance with him. His time is 
short ; he says he could not leave Montreal without a pass 
from the Governour, and a promise to return in about twenty 
days, as if going out upon a hunt. He speaks very good 
French, and English tolerably well, so as to be easily un- 
derstood. By what we have learnt from him, our people 
are much easier in their settlements on these frontiers than 
they have been heretofore. For further particulars I must 
refer to Colonel Bayley. My best respects attend you and 
the gentlemen of the Committee; and am, Sir, your most 
humble obedient servant, John Hurd. 

The Honourable Matthew Thornton, Esq. 

P. S. Captain Bedell has mustered his Company and 
paid them their month's advance ; he would have readily 
attended on this Indian to wait upon your Committee, had 
not Colonel Bayley offered. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHILADEL- 
PHIA, DATED LONDON, JULY 28, 1775. 

- I am grieved to the soul at seeing our political disputes 
arrive to so terrible a crisis. The 25th instant we received 
the account of the battle of Charlestown, near Boston; we 
have only the Government account, irone from the Provin- 
cials. However, General Gage makes out two hundred 
and twenty-six killed, and eight hundred and twenty-eight 
wounded, of the Regulars. It is schocking to hurnmity 
to think that so much blood should be spilt through the 
obstinacy of a few men, who now plainly see they are ex- 
hausting the blood and treasure of this Kingdom to no pur- 
pose. We are anxious here to have some certain account 
from the Provincials of that battle, .The. Ministry dq not 
now scruple to say, these bloody measures originate from 
the King himself, who absolutely persists in the plan of 
reducing the Americans at all events. It is generally 
thought that Lord North was against sending out Troops, 
but as to the others, I fancy they see the improbability of 
executing their plan, and therefore prudently (but basely) 
endeavour to throw the whole odium on their Royal Mas- 
ter's head. 

' People here are very anxious to hear the resolves of the 
Congress; and those who a week ago thought General 
Gage had Troops enough to march through America, now 
alter their tone, on finding the dispute for a mile of ground 
cost him one thousand and fifty-four men wounded and 
slain; they begin to think (rage must be content to keep 
possession of Boston, and that the. New- England ers axe 
men 'of more courage than they breamed of. We have 
received accounts from Georgia, that the people of that 
Province have acceded to the resolves of the Continental 
Congress. I wish it may be true, as. the Tones here promi- 
sed their cause great support from that Province keeping 
their ports open. It is said a Regiment of Highlanders is 
to be sent out, andten ..thousand Hanoverians- — I don't' 
know how true ; but this you may" depend on, that several 
more ships are put into cornmisslon, and are. intended for 
America; also I know it as a fact, that a great deal. of 
ammunition and warlike stores.. were lately sent to Boston, 
from which you may judge of the disposition of our rulers. 

P. S. I was, this day in company with a boat-builder, 
who informed me that Government. has contracted for a 
considerable number of J.at-bgUomed. boats to be finished 
in the three weeks, and that he. has. engaged to build twelve 
by that time. 

EXTRACT OF ANOTHER LETTER FROM LONDON, DATr.D JULY 

■v-' v .- 29, 1775. 
As in all probability the means of communication between 
us will soon be stopped, I am constrained to write even 
when I have nothing of impcitance to communicate. We 



have at length got an account from Government of the 
battle of the 17th of June, for which, garbled as it is, we 
are indebted to the ingenuity of some, who, suspecting that 
they had been in possession of the news some days, sat 
down and wrote an account of a battle, such as they thought 
likely to be fought, and sent it to the papers ; which was 
published the next morning. As it defeated the Regulars 
with great slaughter, and as it was wrote with great sem- 
blance of truth, it threw Administration into confusion. 
They huddled up an account immediately, and sent it to 
the Gazette, which in course was to be published about 
eight o'clock that evening; but by the time the impres- 
sion was thrown off, they found themselves so much dissa- 
tisfied even with the account of their own .making, that 
they sent and had it destroyed, and prepared that which 
they have now given us ; by which means the Town was 
kept Waiting till two o'clock in the morning, before the 
Gazette was published. This account, favourable as it no 
doubt is, compared with the truth, (for we as yet have had 
none from the Provincials,) has had a wonderful effect. 
The. minds of people on the side of _Gov_ern__ment, even of 
those that were most sanguine, begin to be soured. Those 
who made no doubt of the success of jhe_TrQops, cannot 
help expressing their discontent ; and they who used to 
speak most contemptuously of the Provincials, complain. 
now that Administration should send such a handful of men 
to be devoured by such multitudes. What will be done 
next is somewhat problematical. ._ .'Tis. .saicL.ordeLS ...are 
despatched to General Gage not to hazard another battle 
till be is_re-enforced, Query, Will the Fro vinclals let him 
alone ? Government has sent many thousand stand" of arms 
to Quebeclc, in hopes of getting the Canadians to take up 
arms against you ; and they talk of sending a Highland 
Regiment of one thousand men complete. 1 his, and many 
other things they talk of, togetner_wjth_ the. mea-of.war, 
mast create; '.a: deal, of expense; and whether Lord North 
will be hardy enough to meet Parliarpent with a requisi- 
tion of so much money, and whether Parliament will grant 
it, is another question. Parliament is prorogued to the 
14th.of September, and it is not improbable they may not 
choose to meet it till sometime inNovcmber, as usual. In 
thenie.anfime, your Provincials Tiave gained ImEiortnrhon- 
out,; I.should_.have.told you that it has been advised to 
order General Gage to. relinquish Boston, after burning it, 
and to. fortify himself on Rhode-Island; whence. Dy means 
of. his .ships and men, to make descents upon your coast, 
laying waste where you are least prepared to oppose him. 
God give you wisdom, fortitude, and success. 



TO THE PRINTER OF THE M0RN1W CTTROyTCT.r.. 

■ ■ ■ • London, July 2S, IT?.'). 

Our present disputes with the Colonies in America have 
engaged the attention of all ranks of people in this Coun- 
try ; from the Senate to the cellar, HII have given their 
opinions thereon, and they have b een, as. differen t ast he . 
several stations they hold, in life, or the colours of their 
complexions, '"..'.. \"~~..~ .'~Z.~~'~. 

It is an argument made use of by the friends to Ame- 
rica, that Britain has, ever since her first_settTenient there, 
ruled her with an arbitrary curb of power, ancTimposed 
shackles on her trade and commerce unfitting the sons _pf 
Englishmen to bear. The present spirit which appears 
amongst. them to redress their grievancesy^s~ncr way won- 
derful, they say, but that it is matteLoil asto_nis_hme.nl .that 
they have borne their iu-treatnignt thus long. The parti- 
sans of Government, oneHhd all, cy"out7tr7atTEe liberty 
granted hitherto to the AmericaM Tims, most assuredly 
caused the present disturbances, and if they had been kept 
all/ along under due subjection, and not Indulged in that 
unlimited power they have" very impropcil) been indulged 
in, things would not have v.orn the face they now do, and 
that Government may thank themselves fqLhaving such 
disagreeable woik cutout foi them, and vvliichjmiglit easily 
have been prevented, in ciushing that poueiln the begin- 
ning winch. the people of _<4».en«fhave for some time past 
assumed. _, , _______!, ^_______!______J__.™.V*'. 

'Tis a principle in politicks with the Mi niste rial party, 
that power ought not to be given to the pe ople. An opin- 
ion.Jike this could, never be propagated by any man who 
wasriaj, rnqre than suspected of being corrupt. Such dec- 
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tring, I think, cannot be too often exposed, nor do I think 
an Englishman can spend his time better at this juncture, 
than to inquire into the nature of power, and impartially 
consider in whose hands it may prove most dangerous, and 
Where Tt.may be most effectual for the security of that in- 
Valuable blessing, liberty. 

'. ]$iany states, I think, maybe named where the govern- 
ifig^aTfcI mlmsTerial part have, by force or fraucT, at some 
tifqe orother, overturned the liberties of the people, and 
get'_iip absolute dominion : but 1 believe it will, be very 
difficult ..t o "sh ew where liberty, and fulness of power in the 
people, Have encouraged them to disturb the peace of their 
Country. Some may, perhaps, mention the United Pro- 
vinces; but they cannot be produced as. a proof, for it was 
oppression that made them revolt. If we look at. home, I 
hope I may be aFowed to say, (without .incurring the name 
of disaffected,) that the exaction of ship money, the pro- 
ceedings of the Star Chamber, and the imprisonment of 
members, are very evident proofs, that it was not an over- 
flow of liberty, or too great power in the people, that ex- 
cited them to rebel. 

Should we look into the Governments of antiquity, we 
shall find^ many proofs in favour of the people. In the 
great stallfof Rome. I believe we shall find, upon the most 
exact scrutiny, that every popular commotion was preceded 
by some act of oppression from the Senate, and that the 
power of the people was always obstructed in its legal 
operation before they appealed to arms. It was therefore 
th.e_ spirit of liberty to regain their, power, not a wan- 
tonness in the people, that occasioned such an appeal. 
The case was the same in the Revolution of England. 
King James usurped the power of the people, and invaded 
therriTb¥rtres, vvhich made" it necessary for them to apply 
\o foreign assistance; and this necessity proves it was not 
the. power of the people which brought about that happy 
event; for had it been the power of the people, it would 
have operated sooner, and prevented King James from car- 
rying on his injurious proceedings, which not having power 
enSugb to do, rather than acquiesce und_er them, they chose 
to submit.their lives and fortunes to the uncertain chance 
of war. It was therefore a want of power in ilie people 
which made the Revolution necessary ;fiui a fulness of their 
poweTwhicb accomplished it. It wisjhe act of a distress- 
ed peo^e~notaTfee~people ; for. surely a. sjatg i.afinotjbe 
freejfjne^eopleirave^onhe meurcrof making themselves 
so" without committing hostilities. Liberty, tlierefcre, can- 
not be established by" the grace and promises oT a Prince^ 
sin^asstirances given from one person to another, can only 
give a claim, which I presume nobody will call possession. 

From hence it is evident, that liberty cannot, be estab- 
lished upon any power lodged in the Crown : onjhe coff- 
trary, experience, as well as reason, shews, that liberty can 
never be secured without lodging a power in ihe people 
sufficient in time of need to restrain and limit the acts of 
the'rCrown. The. power must be free, independent, and _ 
uncorrupt ; not subject by any force or fraud to be with- 
drawn from, the service and proteclioiOf those for_ whom 
it Was f ormed . For this power did our. ancestors fight, and 
for th e establis hment of it was the Revolution, JfTectetl ; not 
a right only to assert one liberty (for that the Taw of nature 
gives to all mankind) but a means .to secure ..them, which 
the people of England are in possession^pf ; and this power', 
by the Constitution, is lodged with their Delegates, by 
wb"6m alm^"they"c¥ri act. 'Ti.s plain, therefore:, that Tis 
notihe possession of power, but the want of It, that has 
caasejLtbe T present ^^"disturbances in. America. . .Tis for a 
proper pbrtion of that power that they are contending ; a 
power that may be able to make head against any oppres- 
sive~6r arbitrary acts of the Crown. And surely, without 
meriting tne name of malecontent, we may heartily wish 
thaf th eir efforts may be crowned with success. 

An Englishman. 



The Committee and Officers divided the County into 
five Districts, or Divisions, and formed five Battalions. The 
Committee then, with the Officers of the Militia Compa- 
nies of the respective Districts and Battalions, appointed 
Judges, and proceeded to vote by ballot for Field-Officers 
to be commissioned ; when James Smith, Esq., was chosen 
Colonel : Thomas Hartley, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel ; and 
Joseph Donaldson and Michael Swoope, Esqs., were chosen 
Majors of the First Battalion : Robert McP herson, Esq., 
Colonel ; David Kennedy , Lieutenant-Colonel ; Moses Mc- 
Clean and Hugh Dunwoodie, were chosen Majors of the 
Second Battalion: Richard McCallister, Esq., Colonel; 
Henry Slegel, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel ; and John An- 
drews and Joseph Jefferies, were chosen Majors of the 
Third Battalion : William Smith, Esq., Colonel ; Francis 
Holton, Lieutenant-Colonel ; and Jacob Gibson and John 
Finley, were chosen Majors of the Fourth Battalion : and 
Matthew Dill, Esq., Colonel ; William Rankin, Esquire, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; and Robert Stevenson and Gerhard 
Gress, Majors of the Fifth Battalion. 

The Committee, and the Officers of the said Militia Com- 
panies, thereupon proceeded to vote for Field-Officers for 
the Battalion of JVlinute-men for York County, proper to be 
commissioned; when 

Richard. McCallister, Esquire, was chosen Colonel ; 

Thomas Hartley, Esquire, was chosen Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel ; and .... ._. _._.. 

David Grier, Esquire, was chosen Major, of said Bat- 
talion. 

The Committee then proceeded as follows: 

Resolved, That in conformity to the direction of the 
Assembly of this Province, and with a regard to the regu- 
lations of the Continental Congress, we do direct that five. 
Companies of Minute-men be formed out of the several 
Districts of this County, that is to say, one Company in 
each Division by draughts or Volunteers from the several 
Militia Companies, each Company to consist of a Captain, 
two Lieutenants, and an Ensign, four Sergeants, four Cor- 
porals, a Drummer and Fifer, and sixty-eight or more Pri- 
vates.; and it isjexpected, that if there be a defect of Arms 
for these men, when there '.is:. a necessity of going into ser- 
viffeytbat the respective Battalions to which they belong 
will furnish them with the Jiegessiny Arms. 

That if the County Committee-men and Assistant Com- 
mittee-men, or A majority of them in any District, are at 
any time of opinion that an adcHtlonaFCompany orUom- 
panies of Minute-men can be .raised - fn OieTFTJistrict, they 
may orderihe same to be done, which Company or Com- 
panies are to be under the. same Field-Officers, orders, 
rules, and regulations, with the said other Companies of 
Mimite-men, The whole Battalion of each Division or 
DLstjjct are:, directed to meet, some time in the n ext week, 
or in the week_ following, and draught the Volunteers or 
proper persons as Minute-men for the, respective Compa- 
nies, who are to sign an attestatlon^imilarjo that mentioned 
in the proceedings of,thi.s^ommLttee,__The subscribers 
are then. to proceed to choose the Officers oTthe respect- 
ive Companies, arid make return ofTtlmlr names to the 
FieTJ-Officers of jhe~ 'said "Battali on ^ f "Miiiut e-men7 irT 
ordgrjhat they may be. commissioned^ ..._ 

Resolved, That in order to prevent confusion and dis- 
order, that no/new "Companies of MHItla be formed in any 
Township, without the consent _of _the__Committee-men of 
the Township, and three or more_o_f the. County Commit- 
tee-men. " " ! " ' '; "":"" '".~' i '* s " = ^ M '\7r MB *. ! rr""'i ! r"" : 



' yorkcototy (Pennsylvania) committee. 

At a meet ing of the Committee and the Officers of the 
Militia Companies of York County, at York, the 2Sth and 
29th days of July. 1775 l; 

Present , forty-five County Committee-men, besides the 
said" Officers , James Smith, E;q., in the Chair. 



N. B, The Companies of Yorlctown, Manchester, Wind- 
sor, Codorus, York, and Hellam Townships, form the First 
Battalion ; the : Companies of Cumberland, Hamilton's Raun, 
Strabanc, Menalkn, Mount-Joy, and Tyrone Townships 
form the Second Battalion ; the Companies of Ihidkbergh, 
Beruick, PaiaJise, Mount-Pleasant, Manhcim^ and Ger- 
many Townships the Third Battalion ;" Chanceford, Shrews- 
bury, Fawn, and Ilopcivell Townships the Fourth Batta- 
lion ; and the Companies of Dover ,jSewbtrry, Monavghan, 
Warrington, Huntington, and* Reading Townships the 
Fifth Battalion. 

A true copy: 

George Lewis _Lefler ; C'lcik for the Committee. 
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MEETING OF THE FREEHOLDERS OF SOMERSET COUNTY, 
NEW-JERSEY. 

At a meeting of the Freeholders of the County of So- 
merset, in the Province of New- Jersey, assembled at the 
Court-House in said County, on Friday, the 28th day of 
July, 1775, pursuant to advertisements of the late Com- 
mittee of Correspondence, Hendrick Fisher, Esq., Chair- 
man, John Leferty, Secretary. 

The said Freeholders being informed that the late Com- 
mittee of Correspondence for this County expired the 15th 
day of July instant, and being convinced of the necessity 
of choosing a new Committee of Correspondence for the 
County, do Resolve, That a new Committee of Corres- 
pondence, to consist of seventeen persons, be chosen for 
this County by ballot. 

Adjourned for an hour. 

Met according to adjournment; when the following gen- 
tlemen were elected a Committee of Correspondence for 
tliis County, viz : The Rev. Dr. John Witherspoon, Jacob 
Bogart, John Gaston, Gisbart Bogart, Gabriel Ogden, 
Garret Voorhees, Cornelius Van Muliner, Thomas Berry, 
Stephen Hunt, Rowland Chambers, Matthew Ten Eyck, 
William Annin, Ruloff Van Dicke, Jacob Bergen, Hen- 
drick Van Middhsworth, Lucas Voorhees, and Ebenezer 
Tingley. 

Resolved, That it be recommended, and it is hereby re- 
commended to every Township in this County, to assemble 
as soon as possible, and choose for their respective Town- 
ships nine persons, to be a Committee of Inspection, to take 
cognizance of all violations of the measures recommended 
by the Representatives of the people in their District. And 
tills County do further recommend, that every Township 
Committee do choose from among themselves three per- 
sons, who shall meet when called upon, with an equal num- 
ber of persons from every Township Committee, and form 
a General Committee of Inspection for the County, in case 
of an appeal, or when matters of importance require the 
sense of the County, or when a Township Committee 
choose not to .decide on a case by themselves. 

Resolved, That the Chairman of the late Committee of 
Inspection for each Township do notify a meeting of the 
inhabitants of their Township, for the purpose of choosing 
the aforesaid Committee of Inspection. 

Resolved, That the County do earnestly recommend to, 
and they do hereby instruct their Committee of Inspection, 
to be vigilant and active in the discharge of their duty, in 
taking cognizance of every person of whatsoever rank or 
condition, who shall, either by word or deed, endeavour to 
destroy our unanimity in opposing the arbitrary and cruel 
measures i of the British Ministry; and so deal with him or 
them as to the particular Committee of Inspection where 
the offender resides, or to the General Committee of Inspec- 
tion, (if an appeal or other reason require the same to be 
called,) shall seem most conducive to prevent any injury to 
the glorious cause of American freedom. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Correspondence above 
chosen, and the Committees of Inspection to be chosen for 
the different Townships of this County, do continue until 
the first Monday in May next ; after which, the Chairman 
of the Committee of Correspondence shall within three 
weeks call a meeting of the County. And in all cases when 
it shall be thought necessary to have the County assem- 
bled, the Secretary is hereby authorized and directed to 
give as publick notice thereof as possible ; and this County 
do agree to defray the expenses thence arising. 

Ordered, That the foregoing Resolves and Proceedings 
be published in one of the New-York newspapers. 

A true copy from the minutes: 

John Leferty, Secretary. 



GENERAL, SCHUYLER TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read September 14, 1775.] 

Ticonderoga, July 28, 1775. 
Sir : I am happy to enclose you copies of two papers 
that corroborate the accounts we have had of the friendly 
sentiments of the Indians. Every instruction I have given 
to people who were likely to fall in with any of them, enjoins 
an attention to that capital point. 

Your favour of the 21st instant, enclosing a resolution of 
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Congress of the preceding day, is duly come to hand. My 
last letter will evince that I keep in view the object which 
was the subject of your orders of the 29th ult., and which, 
I hope, notwithstanding the difficulties I have to struggle 
with, to carry into the wished-for execution. 

The fourth paragraph of the letter from the Committee 
of Albany may need an explanation. On my arrival at 
Albany, I found that a great number of the gentlemen who 
had warrants sent them from the New- York Congress to 
entitle them to commissions in the troops to be raised, re- 
fused to accept them. I therefore advised th at the Albany 
Committee should endorse on those warrants the refusal, 
and nominate such other gentlemen as they thought proper, 
which I hoped would be satisfactory to the New- York Con- 
gress, as ultimately the officers must be recommended by 
the Deputies from Albany. 

It would tend to facilitate matters and promote the ser- 
vice, if some honourable mention was made of the Albany 
Committee in the instructions to the Commissioners of In- 
dian Affairs. I mention this merely on account of their 
assiduity to promote the publick weal. 

The Troops here begin to be sickly, occasioned by their 
being crowded too close in barracks. I wish their tents 
were come up. 

I am, Sir, most respectfully, your obedient and very hum- 
ble servant, Philip Schuyler. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

P. S. I have taken the liberty to desire some of the 
Caughnawaga Indians to meet me at this place. Thomp- 
son's, mentioned in the speech sent me by the Albany Com- 
mittee, is about thirty miles below where Fort Stanwix was 
erected. 

ALBANY COMMITTEE TO GENERAL BCHUYEER. 
[Read before Congress September 14, 1775.] 

Albany Committee ChamFer/Jiny~2E ) "I775. 

Sir : We have just received yours of the 22d instant, 
enclosing a packet to the President of theJ'rovinciaL Con- 
gress ; and be assured that we shall implicitly follow your 
directions in forwarding it. 

Your information of the intention of the Canadian In- 
dians is corroborated by the intelligence we yesterday re- 
ceived from two Sachems of the Oneida nations, with whom 
we had a short conference, (copy of which proceedings you 
have here enclosed,) which was concluded by some pre- 
sents in token of our friendship. "7 

You may rest assured, that nothing will be wanting on 
our parts to encourage the levies of the companies to be 
raised in our County; as nothing could (at this time) afford 
us more real happiness than to see our Regiment in com- 
plete order. ,-~~:^- 

We have, agreeably to yourrequest, filled up the arrange- 
ment of officers, and transmitted it down to theTrovincial 
Congress by our Deputies, who are gone to attend the 
same. 

We have the pleasure to inform you that the apprehen- 
sions of the inhabitants of Tryon County, respecting the 
Indians, is entirely removed ; and the unnappy dispute be- 
tween the inhabitants of the upper part of the County with 
Sir John Johnson and the Sheriff of that County7amicably 
accommodated upon the two following points : 

First : The Sheriff is to leave theCounty, and not to re- 
turn to it again. And 

Secondly : Sir John Johnson is not to taRe any active 
part against the people, in the disputes at present subsisting 
between Great Britain and the American Colonies. 

We last Sunday received the powder which has been 
so long expected from the Continental Congress, which 
we have stored, and shall be forwarded to you as soon as a 
guard can be obtained to accompany it to Lake George. 

We are, Sir, your very humble servants. By order of 
the Committee : Abraham Yates, Jr., Chairman. 

The Speech o/Oneynyoagat and Thuegweyndack, two 
Oneida Indians. 

[Read in Congress Septembor 14, 1775.] 

Brothers : We were not sent down as messengers this 
way, but were sent to the German Flats to undeceive the 
people in a report that prevailed among the inhabitants of 
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the German Flats, that the Five Nations were coming down 
to cut them off, and to assure them that they were peace- 
atle ; and that the people of the German Flats had sent men 
to the Oneida nation, to inquire concerning the truth of the 
news they had heard upon which they were sent down. 
When they came down to Thompson's, they found it was 
true that the Germans had fled, and were busy making a 
Fort at the German Flats, 

They told the Germans, Have we not lately had a Coun- 
cil fire at the German Flats ? therefore they should not give 
ear to any false reports, for they would always give notice 
of any bad news; and assured them that there was now no 
bad news, and the Five Nations were friendly, and that the 
head men were now gathered at a Council at Onondaga. 
They advised the people strongly not to credit any false 
reports, and that the people at the German Flats advised 
them to come down to this place and acquaint the great 
men here. 

A true copy from the minutes : 

John Bay, Secretary. 

Albany Committee Chamber, July 25, 1775. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Lebanon, July 28, 1775. 

Sir: Your letter of the 21st is duly received. I am 
myself surprised at the information you give respecting the 
cows. On consideration of the circumstances you mention, 
I have wrote to Major Sheldon to stop their proceeding, 
and directed him to dispose of them in the best manner he 
can. When the provision of milk was ordered by this 
Colony for the use of its soldiers, our ideas extended no 
farther than their being employed near Boston. In a country 
like that, abounding with every necessary for diet, it was 
thought milk might be as easily procured as any other ar- 
ticle, and might be for the health and benefit of the Troops. 
When the necessity of this case, with the particular circum- 
stances attending it, is duly considered, 1 hope the want of 
this article among soldiers, who are each man contending 
for every thing that is dear and saqred to every individual, 
will occasion np murmuring or uneasiness. 

I am unhappy to hear you are so unprepared to take 
benefit from, any favourable dispositions of your Canadian 
neighbours; but I please myself with the confidence I have 
in your zeal, vigour, and activity, and with a hope that all 
obstacles will speedily be removed, and that a happy issue 
may soon attend your meditated enterprise. 

I am, Sir, &tc. Jonathan Trumbull. 

Major-General Schuyler. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge, July 28, 1775. 
Dear Sir: 1 wrote you yesterday by way of New-York, 
and in two hours afterwards was favoured with yours of the 
15th and. 18th instant, with their respective enclosures. I 
was extremely glad to find your first apprehensions of an 
incursion . by the Indians in some degree removed by the 
later advices; at the same time, I think it is evident from 
the spirit and tenour of Colonel Johnson's letter, that no art 
or influence will.be left untried by him to engage them in 
such an enterprise. Should he once prevail upon them 
to dip their hands in blood, mutual hostilities will most pro- 
bably ensue, and they may be led to take a more decisive 
part. All accounts, I think, agree, that the Canadians are 
not very active to engage in this unnatural contest; but lam 
persuaded you will not abate in the least your vigilance to 
expedite every movement in that quarter, notwithstanding 
their present pacifick appearances. I am much easier with 
respect to the publick interest since your arrival at Ticon- 
deroga; as I am persuaded those abilities and that zeal for 
the common; welfare, which have led yourCountry to repose 
such confidence in you, will be fully exerted. From my 
own experience, I can easily judge of your difficulties to 
introduce order and discipline into troops who have, from 
their infancy, imbibed ideas of the. most contrary kind. It 
would be far beyond the compass of a letter for me to de- 
scribe the situation of things here on my arrival; perhaps 
you will be only able to judge of it from my assuring you, 
that mme must be a portrait at full length of what you have 
had imniniature. Confusion and disorder reigned in every 



department, which in a little time must have ended either 
in the separation of the Army, or fatal contests with one 
another. The better genius of America has prevailed, and 
most happily, the Ministerial Troops have not availed them- 
selves of these advantages, till I trust the opportunity is in 
a great measure past over. The arrangement of the Gene- 
ral Officers in Massachusetts and Connecticut, has been very 
unpopular — indeed, I may say, injudicious; it is returned 
to Congress for farther consideration, and has much retarded 
my plan of discipline. However, we mend every day, and 
I flatter myself that in a little tjmejve shall jvvork up these 
raw materials into good stuff. I must recommend to you 
what 1 endeavour to practise myself — patience and perse- 
verance. As to your operations, my dear Sir, I can sug- 
gest nothing which your own good judgment will not either 
anticipate or control from your own immediate view of 
things, and the instructions of the Continental Congress. 

The express from hence to England, with the account 
of the commencement of hostilities at_Lexington, lias re- 
turned. It was far from making the impression generally 
expected here. Stocks fell but, one-and-a-half per cent. 
General Gage^s accounts had nojju/riyed, and the Ministry 
affected to treat it as a fiction. Parliament had been pro- 
rogued two days, but it was expected it would be imme- 
diately recalled. Our enemy continues strongly posted about 
a mile from us, both at Bunker's Hill and Boxbury ; but 
we are not able to get any information of their futurein- 
tentions. Part of the. Riflemen jre come in, and the rest 
daily expected. 

I did not expect your Returns would be very complete at 
first, but I must beg your! attention, to reforming them as 
soon as possible. And I beg leave to add, that I would 
have you scrutinize with exactness into the application of 
provisions and stores. I have the ..utniqsj^reasonto suspect 
irregularities and impositions here ; you will be fortunate if 
the contagion does not reach you. 

General Lee has removed aj^t Jour ; jnilej^fromjpe.; 
but 1 shall take the. first opportunity to make your kind 
wishes known to him.. Colonel Beed and Major Mifflin 
join me in their best wishes Jbr.y our health and success. 

I am, dear Sir, yours, ike. Go. Washington. 

To General Schuyler, Ticonderoga. 

Enclosed is a copy of mine of yesterday, referred to in 
this. --..:.._ 



COL. JOSEPH REED TO , COLONEL BALDWIN, AT CHELSEA, 
ENCLOSING A LETTER FROM DR. CHURCH. 

Hoad.Quarters, July 28, 1775. 

Sir : In full confidence of your prudence and secrecy 
as a soldier, a man of honour, and a friend to your Coun- 
try, the General has directed me to communicate jo you a 
scheme he is about to put in execution to obtain constant 
and authentick intelligence from Boston. .The p] a n is this: 
the enclosed letter will be dejiveredjby you to one Dewks- 
bury, who lives about four "miles from you towards Chesly 
Point; he will deliver it JO a. waterman, whom he can de- 
pend on, who will convey it to one John Carnes, a grocer, 
in the south part of Boston.. .The answers, and such intel- 
ligence as he can procure, will be forwarded to you through 
the same channel, which you are to transmit to his Excel- 
lency by express immediately." As the" success of the pro- 
ject, and the life of the man mBoston L may depend upon 
your conduct, let it not escape you to the nearest friend on 
earth ; and, for fear of accident, destroy this letter as soon 
as you are sufficiently master of its comentsT When you 
see Dewksbury give him .the. above . caution .inthe_sjron"gest 
terms, and so to pass from hitftjo the other.. Your good 
conduct and discretion in this, matter will .not faii.tp.be July 
noticed. I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

J. Reed, Secretary. 
To Colonel Baldwin. 



LOAMMI BALDWIN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 

Chelsea, July 28, 1775, half after 4 o'clock. 

May it please your Excellency: Agreeable to your 
order, I send the following observation taken by the sentry 
posted upon Powderhorn Hill, from about seven o'clock, 
A. M., to two o'clock, P. M, : One ship gone out, three 
ships and two tenders comingin ; about twelve boats from 
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Boston to Charlestown, light loaded or almost empty; three 
boats passed from Charlestoivn to Boston very heavily 
loaded with men. 

I would beg leave to ask your Excellency whether it 
was the intent and meaning of your orders to send an ex- 
press to Head-Quarters every day when there is nothing 
more occurs than has for two days past. 

These from your Excellency's most obedient servant, 
Loammi Baldwin, Lieut. Col. 



MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO GENERAL GATES. 

Council Chamber, Watertown, July 28, 1775. 

Sir : Your letter of the 21st instant to the Speaker of 
the honourable House of Representatives, was by them 
referred to this Board, who are of opinion, that the jails of 
Worcester, Springfield, and Northampton, are the roost 
suitable places for securing the prisoners, and therefore 
recommend that they be sent to one or more of those 
places. lam, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
Perez Morton, Sec'y pro tern. 

Horatio Gates, Esq., Adjutant-General in the American 
Army. 



ORDERS TO CAPT. BAKER FOR THE REMOVAL OF PRISONERS. 

You are to proceed with the detachment under your 
command to Worcester, taking under your care two Ser- 
geants, two Corporals, twenty-one private Soldiers of the 
Ministerial Army, and twelve Tories, who have been aid- 
ing and abetting General Gage and his adherents; you are 
to deliver them to the Chairman of the Committee at Wor- 
cester, who is hereby enjoined to order a detachment from 
ther Militia of that Town to escort them to Springfield, 
and deliver them to the Committee there, where they are 
to be secured, so as to be forthcoming whenever exchange 
of prisoners, or a happy reconciliation between Great Bri- 
tain and her Colonies, shall take place. 

Given at Head-Quarters at Cambridge, this first day of 
August, 1775. Horatio Gates, Adj. Gen. 

N. B. One of the Marines left wounded at Cambridge, 
which reduces the number to twenty Privates. 

Worcester, August 3, A. D. 1775. 
Received of Joseph Baker, Jun., Commander of the 
detachment who escorted the prisoners (lately taken at the 
Light-House) to Worcester, two Sergeants, two Corporals, 
eighteen Privates, and twelve Tories. 

William Young, 
Chairman of Comm. of Correspondence. 
N. B. There appears to be a mistake of two Privates 
in the number given in the General Orders. 

Received this seventh day of August, Anno Domini 
1775, of Mr. William Young, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Correspondence for the Town of Worcester, two 
Sergeants, two Corporals, eighteen Privates, and eleven 
Tories, which were ordered to be delivered to the Com- 
mittee of_Correspondence for the Town of Springfield by 
Horatio Gales, Adjutant-General. 

Nathaniel Brewer, 
Chairman of Springfield Committee. 

N. B, The Tories hr number were twelve, one of whom 
was left sick &_ Woic ester, as the Chairman of Worcester 
Committee informs. 



meant to enter the service as a Captain to serve out of the 
Government. We can raise a Regiment in this part of 
the country. Colonel Bayley, who attends service, will 
inform as to news. As there is no person appointed as a 
Committee of Supplies here, it is necessary we should have 
some money; and I desire it mayte sent by Col.' Bayley, 
and what is sent by him I will be accountable for, taking 
his receipt for what is sent. I imagine that one hundred 
Pounds is as little as will answer, The se fr om yours at 
command, Tim. Bedlel. 

To the Hon. Matthew Thornton, Esq., Chairman of the 
Committee of Safety. 

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CONVEimON~OT"VT!GTNiA. 



CAPT. BEDELL TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Haverhill, July 28, 1775. 
Sir: When I was_with the Committee, and received my 
order forlhis department, I was willing to serve as a Cap- 
tain, though I had the command of three companies; but 
I have this day received certain account from Crown Point, 
that an army was forming for an expedition against the Re- 
gular Troops in Canada, and orders sent to raise men under 
Colonel Allen vn: this: river. I do expect the orders will 
be sent to me to march that way; at the same time shall 
expect to have aJRegiment, except some old experienced 
officer should offer; otherwise shall decline, as I never ble "servant, 



Wilfiamsl)uTgn7 JuTyTJD, 1775. 
Gentlemen: I am a man who has spent some part of 
my life between the barracks and camp, therefore have 
contracted a natural, love for military parade. To indulge 
my foible, I went the other day .tOleZorie of your inde- 
pendent companies go through the Prussian exerci se, as 
they called it; when, be~hold, all that 1 saw wa s the ir form- 
ing six deep, by the rear half files Ja<ang7cfthe right about, 
and marching eighteen, paces to thlTrear. Thi s, wi th rest, 
order, open your files' tp the i right ancT Ieft7 wT tlOh e slow 
parade motions of prime and load7 was (as I understood) 
to constitute the whole; and you 1 may call it Prussian exerr 
cise, if you please, but if I have any judgment, Tt is mere 
burlesque on all exercise. Upon mqmry why the regular 
Prussian discipline was not adopted, I was told by the man 
that was to teach them, that he could no£tell off_a Batta- 
lion; that is, he could not put them through their firings. 
If this be the case, as 1 have great reason to believe it is, 
(not only so with that company, but many others in the 
Colony,) that many who pretend to teach the Prussian 
exercise never saw a Battalion told off n7 their lives, ac- 
cording to the Prussian method of firing, and if they did, 
their low stations in the ranks rendered it impossible for 
them ever to know any thing but what belongexf to their 
own sub or grand division. If so, what must those com- 
panies propose to themselves by the mode of exercise they 
have adopted, in case of emergency? Each company 
might be formed into a battalion, a nd to lead a body of 
brave men, with such counterfeitUfscipline, tolace a jdTs- 
ciplined enemy, would, in my opinion, be downright mur- 
der. Let us not plume ouTselves^wTth this conceit, that 
we shallalways have the bush to fight behind ; for, in the 
different services of war in this Xountry7 there will be 
passes to be guarded or forced ; bridges to be crossed or 
defended; trenches to be guarded or formed; streets to be 
cleared ; and sometimes squares to be formed : in all which 
cases, bushing it wcoild be of little or no use; and to send 
undisciplined Troops on such service would be absurd in- 
deed. The native courage of the Americans, and their 
knowledge of the woods, with an early use of fire-arms, 
has rendered them superiour in the woods to any Troops 
in Europe, and, if under regular discipline, might be as 
famous in the field. But it may be observed and said, we 
want men of knowledge in such cases to instruct us. First, 
clear yourselves of those caterpillars that poison the mili- 
tary blossoms of your first endeayonrs^and leave only a 
smoky webful of excrements behind. Next, advise those 
bookish theorists to lay by their Christ- Cross^Row; r for 
he who learns the trade of war by book, will find him- 
self to seek when on actual service; Then give proper 
encouragement to men of abilities, (for such there are 
amongst ye,) who may lay a foundation for ye that may 
make ye one day or other become as great in arms as 
Rome of old. Knowing I must rise' or fall with this Coun- 
try in the general straggle for liberty, were I to lie dormant 
on the occasion, I should count myself highly culpable, for 
the gracious acceptance of the poor widow's offering em- 
boldens me to cast in my mite. My station, when in the 
Army in Europe last war, rendered it necessary for me to 
be thoroughly acquainted with all' parts of the Prussian 
infantry and artillery exercise ; I therefore freely offer my 
poor service to the publick. Those gentlemen who choose 
to employ me, may hear of me by directing a line to the 
care of Mr. Edmund Day, of Southampton, or Mr. Elisha 
Copeland, of Nansemond County for^the publick's hum- 



Robert Washington. 
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PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL. 



At a Council held at Philadelphia, on Saturday, 29th 
July, 1775. Present: 

, The Honourable John Penn, Esquire, Governour; Wil- 
liam Logan, Bcnjavrin Chew, James Tilghman, Andrew 
Allen^nad Edward Shippen, Jun., Esquires. 

The Governour laid before the Board a Petition from 
Mbns. Dominique Du Casse, Commander of the Schooner 
Mary, belonging to the inhabitants of Martinicp, which 
was read, and follows in these words viz : 
«' To the Honourable John Penn, Esquire, Lieutenant- 
Governour and Commander-in-Chief of the Province 
of Pennsylvania, and three lower Counties of New- 
Castle, Kent, and Sussex, on Delaware : 
" The Petition of Dominique Du Casse, Master of the 
Schoonej: Mary, belonging to Martinicd, now in the 
Port of Philadelphia, humbly sheweth: 
" That on or about the sixteenth day of June last, your 
petitioner sailed from the Island of Martinicp, bound on a 
voyage to Miguilan; that in prosecution of the said voy- 
age Tie met with many hard and severe gales of wind, at- 
tended I with very great and heavy seas, in which the said 
Schooner, through violent straining, was rendered very 
leaky, and made it impossible for him to proceed on the 
said voyage; and your petitioner was under. the necessity 
of coming into this Port of Philadelphia, m order to repair 
his said vessel; the particulars pf all which appears by your 
petitioner's protest, duly made since his arrival here, here- 
wit h exhibited t o your Honour. He therefore prays your 
Honour to permit him to repair the said Schooner, arid sail 
from this Port of Philadelphia, in prosecution of his said 
intended voyage. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, 
will ever"prayj &c. Domjnio.ue Du Casse. 

. "Pl&e1pia7jWl2,it7S. ,i 

A t the same t ime was laid before the Board the Cap- 
tain's Protest referred to in the above Petition, And the 
Board taking the said Petition and Protest into considera- 
tion, and finding, upon due examination and inquiry, that 
the facts set forth in them are true: It is ordered, that 
the said Schooner be examined, and the necessary repairs 
made on her, and that she be then permitted to prosecute 
her intended voyage, provided that she takes on board no 
Goods, Wares, or Merchandise, whatever. 

Messrs. Meredith and Clymer are appointed to; inspect 
the repairing of the said Schooner, and. to transact the 
businessTelating to her, as factors or agents for the Master, 
during his continuanwin this Port. 



admired, and which, upon many occasions, I have found 
advantage in recollecting: 

" Why should I grieve, when grieving I must bear, 
And take with guilt, what guiltless I might share 7" 

I have a great opinion of your knowledge and judgment 
from long experience, concerning the channels and islands 
in Boston harbour; but I confess your opinion that the 
harbour might be blocked up, and seamen and soldiers 
made prisoners at discretion, was too bold and enterprising 
for me, who am not very apt to startle at a daring propo- 
sal ; but I believe I may safely promise you powder enough, 
in a little time, for any purpose whatever. We are assured, 
in the strongest manner, of saltpetre and powder in sufficient 
plenty another year of our own make. That both are made 
in this city, you may report with confidence, for I have seen 
both, and I have seen a set of very large powder works, 
and another of saltpetre. 

I hope, Sir, we shall neyeT see_a tqtajjstagnation of com- 
merce for any length of time.. Necessity will force open 
our ports ; trade, if I mistake not, will be more free tlran 
usual. Your friend, Dr. Franklin, to whom I read your 
letter, and who desires his kind compliments to you, has 
been employed in directing the construction of row-gallies 
for this city. The Committee of Safety for this Province 
have ordered twenty of them to be built ; some of them 
are finished. I have seen one of them ; it has twelve oars 
on each side, They rowed up the river the first time, lour 
miles in. an hour, against a tide which ran down four miles 
an hour. The Congress have recommended to the Colo- 
nies, to make provision for the defence of their navigation, in 
their harbours, rivers, and on their sea-coasts. Of a floating 
battery I have no idea— am glad you are contriving one. 

You tell me, Sir, that General Lee complained that "be 
did not find things as the Massachusetts De legates had rep- 
resented them." What General Lee could m ean by this, 
Sir, I know not. What particular he found different from 
the representation, I do not know ; nor do I know which 
Delegate from the Massachusetts^ he, .received., a .mistaken 
representation from. \ think he should Jiaye been particu- 
lar, that he might not have run the risk of doing an injury. 
If General Lee should do injustice to two of the Massa- 
chusetts Delegates, he would commit ingratitude at the 
same time; for to two. of them he certajnly owes his pro- 
motion in the American Army, how great a hazard soever 
they ran in agreeing to it. I know him very thoroughly, I 
think, and that he will do great service in our Amry, at the 
beginning of things, by forming it to order, skill, and dis- 
cipline. But we shall soon have officers enough. 

Your friend and humble servant, John Adams, 



JOHN ADAMS TO J0SIAH 9JJINCY, BRAINTREE, MASS. 

Philadelphia, July 29, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I had yesterday the honour of your letter 
of July the eleventh, and I feel myself much obliged by 
your kind attention to me and my family, but much more 
by your care for the publick safety, and the judicious and 
important observations you have made. Your letters, Sir, 
so far from being " a burden," I consider as an honour to 
me, besides the pleasure and instruction they afford me. 
Believe me, Sir, nothing is of more importance to me, in 
my present most arduous and laborious employment, than 
a constant correspondence with gentlemen of experience, 
whose characters are known. The minutest fact, the most 
trivial event, that is connected with the great American 
cause, becomes important in the present critical situation of 
affairs, when a revolution seems to be in the designs of 
Providence, as important as any that ever happened in the 
affairs of mankind. 

We jointly lament the loss of a Quincy and a Warren ; 
two characters as great in proportion to their age, as any 
that I have ever known in America, Our Country mourns 
the loss. of both, and sincerely sympathizes with the feel- 
ings of the mother of the one, and the father of the other. 
They were DOtn mv intimate friends, with whom I lived 
and conversed with pleasure and advantage. 1 was ani- 
mated by them in the painful dangerous course of opposi- 
tion to the oppressions brought upon our Country, and the 
loss of them has wounded me too deeply to be easily 
healed. Duke et decorum est propatria mari. The ways 
of Heaven ar J dark snd intricate, but you may jemem- 
ber the words which, many years ago, you and 1 fondly 



NEW-YORK DELEGATES TO THE PROVINCIAL; COTOftJESf. 

Philadelphia, July 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We have received your letters of the 18th 
and 22d instant, and though sensible of the inconveniences 
arising from a scarcity of arms, are much at a loss respect- 
ing the best measures for a supply. As we have good 
reason to believe that an application to the Congress to 
recommend a loan of the Jersey arms would not succeed, 
we have agreed not to make it. No Colony has as yet 
given the Congress any trouble on thaJLbead, and we are 
unwilling that New-York should be the . first... _ .We advise, 
however, that accurate accpunts of disbursements for arms 
be kept, so that, should any charges of that kind be ma.de 
against the Continent, our Colony may be prepared to sup- 
port their claim. Besides, it is easylo foresee that New- 
Jersey, under the present circumstances of publick affairs, 
would very reluctantly part with their arms, and be dis- 
pleased with any recommendation for that purpose. 

Permit us to recommend to yonr most serious attention 
the necessity of laying your hands on all the powder that 
is or may be imported into the Colony. We think none 
should be permitted to go out of .theProyince, but by the 
express direction of the Congress, or your Committee, and 
that magazines of that article should be formed jn different 
parts of the Province, and not that the whole be risked in 
one place. 

We hope our Province will depend for defence on their 
own exertions, and without delay put the Militia on. the 
footing recommended by the Congress^ 

The Delegates of New-Jersey are charged with the 
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transportation of two tons and a half of powder to Dobbs's 
Ferry, where the Congress desire you to have a boat ready 
to receive and forward it to General Schuyler. 

As to a treaty or conference with the Five Nations, the 
Congress has already provided for it, and consequently it 
would be improper to lay the papers you sent us on that 
subject before the Congress. 

We are, Gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your most 
obedient and humble servants, 

Phil. Livingston, John Jay, 
Lewis Morris, Jas. Duane. 

Geo. Clinton, 

To the Committee of Safety of the Colony of New- York. 

P. S. We recommend to collect all your accounts against 
the Continent, with all convenient speed. It is probable 
that a Committee will be appointed to examine them. Mr. 
Hazard is appointed Deputy Postmaster for New-York. 
The Continental money is signing, and will be ready next 
week. 

ALBANY COMMITTEE TO THE NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Committee Chamber, City of Albany, July 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Mr. George Sullivan was brought before 
this Committee by Colonel Waterbury, of the Connecticut 
Troops lately arrived here from New- York, in consequence 
of a letter from General Wooster, a copy whereof we en- 
close you. We have examined Mr. Sullivan and the circum- 
stances of his case, and from the proofs before us we cannot 
find any grounds to warrant the accusation; and having 
finished his intended business, as he says, designs to em- 
bark in the first sloop for your city, when a re-examination 
may be made, if you see cause. 

We are, Gentlemen, your most humble servants, 

Abraham Yates, Jun., Chairman. 



WALTER LIVINGSTON TO THE NEW-YORK CONGRESS.. 

Albany, July 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I lately received a commission from the 
Continental Congress, a copy of which I shall enclose you, 
appointing me Deputy Commissary-General for this Pro- 
vince. I must therefore request you to order all the stores 
which are purchased by order of Congress for the Army 
in this Colony, to be consigned to me or my assistant De- 
puty at Albany; and also, that I be furnished with an ac- 
count of all stores and provisions which are now ordered 
to be purchased. 

I was at Ticonderoga last week. The fortress there is 
in a most ruinous situation. For want of many officers, 
such as Quartermaster, Muster-master, Surgeon, &c, the 
General is under the necessity of acting in all those depart- 
ments. I dread the consequence, should he be attacked 
by any considerable army; and if he is defeated, the garri- 
son must all fall victims, for retreat they cannot, for want 
of batteaus. He had neither carpenters to build boats, nor 
materials to mafe them of. Two saw-mills are now cutting 
boards, with one saw each. I yesterday, by request of 
General Schuyler, sent up twenty carpenters, and shall 
from time to time furnish Him with such articles as he shall 
order and I can procure, although they should not belong 
to my department, until proper officers are appointed. 

I remain, Gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your most 
obedient humble servant, 

Walter Livingston, Dep. Com. Gen. 
To the Provincial Congress of New- York. 



DIRQK G, BRINTTKERHOFF TO THE NEW-YORK CONGRESS, 

July 99, 1775. 
Sir: Agreeable to the Resolve of the Provincial Con- 
gress, of the 29th of May last, a Committee has been 
chosen for the Precinct of Rombouts, and have met and 
appointed persons out of said Committee to tender the As- 
sociation, Tvho . have done their endeavours to tender the 
same to the inhabitants of this Precinct. But as the short- 
ness of the time since we received the Resolve of the 
Congress has rendered it almost impossible to tender the 
same to every inhabitant of this Precinct personally; and 
as a number of persons to whom it has already been ten- 
dered are not conyihcecT about signin § the same, and have 



desired further time to consider of it ; and others are daily 
more and more convinced of the propriety of signing the 
same, and are ready to sign, but for want of an opportu- 
nity cannot : the Committee have taken it into their con- 
sideration, and humbly desire further time till the 15th of 
August next, when an actual return will be made to the 
Committee of the persons who have signed the same, and 
a list of the names of the persons refusing, and will be im- 
mediately transmitted to the honourable Provincial Congress 

at New- York. By order of the Committee : 

Dirck G, Brinckerhoff, Chairman. 
To P. V, B. Livingston, Esq. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JAMES" WAfiEEN". 

Cambridge, July 29, 1775. 
Sir : I have this instant received a letter from Chelsea, 
of which the enclosed is an extract, As„£bejnhabitants are 
coming out in a different manner than proposed by your 
Assembly to the Selectmen of the Town -"of Boston, I have 
not delayed a moment's time in giving you the earliest in- 
formation of it, and request that you may take the matter 
into consideration, and determine what is proper to be done 
on the occasion. If you think it proper to receive them 
in this manner, query whether it may not be proper to ap- 
point some person to attend the movement, _ 

I am, in baste, with great respect, Sir, your most obedient 
humble servant, Go. Washington. 

Honourable Jame^ Warren, Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of Massachusetts. 



LOAMMI BALDWIN TO GENERAL WASmiTGToTT. 

Chelsea, July 29, 1775, Two o'cloci, P. M. 
May it please your Excellency : About twelve 
o'clock this day we were all alarmed by the approach of a 
boat to Winnisimit Ferry, and by a signal soon found 
them to be friends, who landed with their household goods. 
There were several of my intimate acquaintance. I have 
taken the names of all the passengers, and stopped the let- 
ters, which I now send for your inspection, and beg your 
Excellency would send them back to me again ar soon as 
possible, as the bearers are some of them in waiting, and 
others are to call again to-morrow for thelrjsv Please to 
keep the enclosed letters in their respective covers. 

I would beg your Excellency would send me some assist- 
ance, as the boats are to cohtinue passing, (that is, if we can 
believe General Gage,) and something may escape for want 
of proper assistance, that may turn to our disadvantage. 

Our officers are very sick here. I have much upon my 
hands and mind, since I received Mr. Meed's letter last 
night. I hope and earnestly expect sdnfe'assjstance, and 
your Excellency's orders, as soon as the necessity of the 
matter requires. 

In great haste, I am, Sir, your Excellency 's most obedient 
humble servant, Loammt Baldwin," Lieut. Col. 

P. S. Should be much obliged to yourTSxceHency if you 
would send down a few sheets of paper and wafers, as I 
cannot procure any about here, and^am out. Pray, Sir, 
excuse the imperfections in this letter. 



GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASiriNCTON. 

Providence, July 31, 1775. 

Sir: I am favoured with your Excellency's letter of the 
26th instant. Having, just before the rec eipt of it, had 
accounts by a private hand of the sailing of a number of 
men-of-war and transports from Boston, which I conjec- 
tured were designed to supply the enemy with fresh pro- 
visions, I immediately sent the intelligence to Block Island, 
together with a quantity of powder, ball, and lints, to en- 
able them to defend their property, and gave them assu- 
rances of further assistance, if necessary. 

We have no accounts of this fleet from any part of our 
coast, so that I think it probable they were destined to the 
eastward. 

I desire your Excellency to oblige tne with a return of 
the Army; and when any thing important occurs, I shall 
esteem an early communication of it a favour. 

I am, with great truth and regard, Sir, your Excellency's 
most humble obedient servant, Nicholas Cooke. 

His Excellency General Washington. 
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GEN. StjLLIVA*N Tb NEW-IfAMPS'HIRE COMMITTEE'OF SAFETY. 

-' . '■ '^''T £15f.>qaj^ ffr1;-*| r - .>:\.?*^°" ■/'':. ■'. •-"■ < ' "'■''■ ■ ?' < . 

w. , ; i «k»lii-jiiiltJ^itiBi*(taiiit!C , amp on Winter Hill, July 29, 1775. 

^Gentlemen: It gives me pain to think that I have so 
long delayed the gentleman you sent to me ; but I must 
refer you toiiim for an excuse on that head. I shall only 
hint that he came oa_ Saturday morning, when I was 
preparing to take possession of Ploughed Hill, near the 
enemy's encampment at Charlestown. This was done on 
Saturday night, and on Sunday morning a heavy cannon- 
ading ensued, which lasted through the whole day. The 
floating batteries and an armed vessel attempting to come 
op and enfilade us as I expected, I opened a battery which 
I had prepared on purpose ; cut away the sloop's foresail ; 
made her shear off; wounded one floating battery, and 
sunk another yesterday. They sent round a man-of-war 
to Mistick River, drew their forces from Boston, formed 
a long column, and prepared to come out; but finding our 
readiness to receive them, declined the combat. Last 
evening they began to throw bombs, but have as yet done 
no damage. Their cannon has been more successful, hav- 
ing kiiredthree or four. The command of our forces was 
assigned to me, which. I hope will apologize for my delay- 
ing Captain Hobb. I Tiave shown him those cannon which 
we last mounted, and given him the best advice in my 
power.' ""•'"' 

The powder you write for, gentlemen, it is impossible to 
obtain "at "present." We have had but six tons from the 
southward, whlch^ is but half a pound per man for our 
army, and what we barf before was a shocking store. We. 
hope for s ome ev ery day, and as soon as possible after its 
arrival, you shall be supplied by your very humble servant, 

John Sullivan. 
To the Honourable Committee of Safety. 



EXTRACTOXA EETTER-LATD BEFORE THE CONTINENTAL 
CONGRESS, DATED LONDON, JULY 31, 1775. . 

I have lately heard a person intimately connected with 
Administration. lament, that twenty thousand men had not 
been at .firs! .senOo America, one half to have remained 
with Gejlfral Gage at Boston, five thousand to have kept 
possessionoT New- York, and cut off all assistance from the 
Southern Colonies, and five thousand to have been employ- 
ed under^Bjirgoyne or_Hoive,m making descents in differ- 
ent parts of New- England, and ravaging and burning the 
Town?. And. I Jmve^good information that it is yet in- 
tended tq^enjeajrair to recover possession of Nciv- York, 
Albany, he, so as to open a communication with Canada, 
and prevent trie New-Englanders from receiving any suc- 
cour from the sou.tr7ward> There is a talk that more of the 
trajn of. ArfjJJery, and some Regiments of Foot, are going 
to Neiv- York. 

EXTRACTOR ANOTHFR LETTER, LAID BEFORE THE CON- 
GRESS, DATKD LONDON, JULY 31, 1775. 

It is fit t^lP.^y convey to you a more particular detail 
of what I have collected, more especially as it is from 
unquestionable authority. The British American Gene- 
rals differ, I am informed, as to the number of men which 
they now trnnlc ft will require to subdue the rebels of the 
Massachusetts. Gage says fifteen thousand more than he 
already has, and Burgoyne says twenty thousand more. 
But all the ^G enerals, however, agree in desiring a large 
re-enforcement of artillery; and therefore, orders were yes- 
terday sent to Woolwich for four companies, to embark im- 
mediately for North America, with a large train of field- 
pieces, &c. ; and a, further supply of clothing, more than 
I rnentionegMn.. my letter of the 15th, for the Canadians, 
which Gojvernraent is assured by General Carleton he shall 
raise in tbeP.rovinpe of Quebeck. Parliament is prorogued 
till September, andthen will be farther prorogued to meet 
the beginning of November. In the mean time Lord North 
thinks he possesses power and credit sufficient to order 
more (pxc§§Jg^A^i?/ica, and push matters to the greatest 
extremity before the winter sets in. I have been well as- 
sured, that if the Spanish Armada should not visit Gibral- 
tar, which, from the repulse it is said they have met with, 
will be the case, "Government propose composing that gar- 
rison of three-Fourths Hanoverians, and one-fourth British 
Troops, m order that they may send the remainder of the 
latter, now there, to America. But the secret (as they im- 



agine) plan of operation they have at present in agitation, 
o? which, perhaps, I might properly say, actually deter- 
mined on and transmittecLto Boston, is as follows: 

With the assistance of Governour Tryon, who is much 
relied on for the purpose, to get immediate possession of 
New-York and Albany; to fill both of these Cities with 
very strong garrisons ; to declare all rebels who do not join 
the King's Forces ; to command the Hudson and East 
Rivers with a number of small men-of-war and cutters, 
stationed in different parts of it, so as wholly to cut off all 
communication by water between New- York and the Pro- 
vinces to the northward of it, and between New- York and 
Albany, except for the King's service ; and to prevent, 
also, all communication between the City of New- York 
and the Provinces of New- Jersey, Pennsylvania, and those 
to the southward of them. By this means, Administration 
and their friends fancy that they shall soon either starve 
out, or retake the garrisons of Crown Point and. Ticondero- 
ga, and open and maintain a safe intercourse and corres-, 
ponden.ee between Quebeck, Albany, and New-York, and 
thereby afford the fairest opportunity to their soldiery and the 
Canadians, in conjunction with the In dians to be procured 
by Guy Johnson, to make continual irruptions into New- 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Connecticut, and so distract 
and divide the Continental Forces as to render it easy for 
the British Army at Boston to defeat them ; break the 
spirits of the Massachusetts people, depopulate their 
country, and compel an absolute subjection to Great Bri- 
tain. Another good effect to be deduced_ from this exten- 
sive plan, as Government apprehend, is, that as New-YorJc 
will, by this method, be prevented from supplying the Mas- 
sachusetts Army near Boston with flour, he, as they 
hitherto have done, through the medium, of Connecticut; 
and the New-Jersey and Pennsylvania people will not be 
able to transport provisions across the country; and as the 
Colony of Connecticut does not raise corn sufficient for the 
supply of herself and the Massachusetts-Bay; the inhabi- 
tants and troops of this Province must inevitably of course 
be in a short time destroyed by disease ancf . famine. And 
to this train of facts let me add, that in consequence of 
Gen. Gage's desire, brought by Capi. Chadd, one hundred 
flat-bottomed boats are at present building at Deptford, 
he, in order to be immediately sent to America, but for 
what particular purpose I have not yet been able to learn. 
Many American gentlemen, however, have been Tately asked 
by a Lord high in the American Department, what sized 
vessels can go loaded from hence to AVbanyi What is the 
depth of water at the Overslaugh! (I think that is the 
name of the shallowest place in the North River.) Whether 
the ship belonging to Albany, in the London trade, is al- 
ways obliged to unload part of her cargo before slie can get 
to Albany? and what proportion of it? Whether, if bat- 
teries were erected at the Highlands, they would not pre- 
vent vessels going up and down the North River? And 
where would be the best place on that river to hinier the 
New-Jersey people, &ic, from sending flour, &,c, in the 
winter, through Connecticut, to the Massachusetts Army? 



LORD SHELBURNE TO ARTHUR LEE. 

* . Bow-Wood Park, July 31, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I am to thank you for your obliging letters, 
the last received this morning. I never imagined that pub- 
lick affairs would have affected me as much as they have 
done since the affair at Lexington. A man of common 
attention cannot avoid feeling every passion agitated and 
distracted. I am very clear, from General Gage's letter, 
that the Troops have suffered a signal defeat, and that the 
arms of England have lost a lustre, which I see no proba- 
bility of their regaining during the present contest, _ There 
is, besides, a cloud which hangs upon the General's ac- 
count, and betrays a most alarming situation of things; 
while the conduct of the Provincials,, through all the mist, 
under the command, it would seem, of nobody, manifested 
a decisive superiority in every point oF military judgment. 

In my life I was never more pleased with a state paper 
than I have been this morning with the Assembly of Vir- 
ginia's discussion of Lord North's proposition. It is mas- 
terly. 

By the papers, as well as the runyof private accounts, I 
see very plainly that whoever governs us is_ determined to 
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proceed ; and that as long as the stockholders keep from 
ruin, the Nation is to run every risk to keep the rewards of 
Sir R. Walpole and Mr. Fox upon Mr. Jenkinson. How 
long this torpor will continue, it is impossible to say; nor 
do I consider with any pleasure upon whom the storm will 
or ought to burst ; but what I fear is, that the evil is irre- 
trievable. Union itself will be too late. 

I set out for Ireland on Thursday, and private business 
obliges me to return early in October. As to publick busi- 
ness, I despond. Personal jealousy and disunion infect and 
destroy the weight of both individuals and bodies of men. 
The only uncorrupt body of men remaining in the City of 
London, I see daily losing its weight, for want of proper 
direction and joint effort. 

. I am, with great truth and regard, dear Sir, your most 
obedient servant, Shelburne. 

To Arthur Lee, London. 



LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN NORTH-CAROLINA, AND ONE 
OF THE DELEGATES OF THE CONGRESS, TO' A PRINCIPAL 
HOUSE IN EDINBURGH. 

Edenton, July 31, 1775. 
_ Gentlemen : We wrote to you the seventeenth instant, 
since which we have not been honoured with any of your 
favours. With this you will receive a bill of lading for 
the cargo of the Brigantjne Charming Betsey, John Boyle 
master, (by whom this goes,) which you will please to dis- 
pose of to the best advantage for our interest, and place 
$ epe . u P rocee ds t0 our credit with yau. You will observe 
the trig has only six lay days, and beg the favour you will 
have her discharged, so as we may not be subjected to 
damage. 

We expect to send you another vessel, with such another 
cargo, before the exportation is stopped, which ;wilf be the 
tenth of next September; but we shall write you more at 
large by a ship to sail from hence to London in about two 
weeks. ^ All our remittances niust. hereafter be by bills; we 
have Iaicf ourselves out to remit you in that way, as all 
other is .nowin a fair way of being entirely shut up. We 
are in a ferfible situation indeed; all trade here is now at 
an end, and when it will again be revived God only knows. 
Every American, to a man, is determined to die or be free. 
We aie convinced nothing can restore peace to this un- 
happy Country, andrender the liberties of yours secure, 
k" 1 a to tal ch ange of the present Ministry, who are con- 
idere3 in this Country as enemies to the freedom of the 
human race, like so many master devils in the infernal re- 
gions, sending out their servants, furies, to torment wherever 
they choose their infernal vengeance should fall. 

Permit us, dear Sirs, as you have exerted yourselves, to 
try another effort to save from destruction the once, and 
but lately, most flourishing Empire in the world. 

We do not want to be independent ; we want no revo- 
lution, unless a change of Ministry and measures would be 
deemed such. We are loyal subjects to our present most 
gracious Sovereign, in support of whose crown and dignity 
we would sacrifice our lives, and willingly launch out e°very 
shilling of our property, he only defending our liberties. 
This Country, without some step is taken, and that soon, will 
be inevitably lost to the Mother Country. We say again, for 
the love of Heaven, for the love of liberty, the interest of 
posterity, we conjure you to exert yourselves. Petition 
again ; the eyes of out most gracious Sovereign may yet 
be opened, and he may see what things are for his real 
interest, before they are eternally hid from his eyes. We 
can vouch for the loyalty of every one in this part of the 
Province. We beg your pardon for troubling you on the 
subject of politicks so much as we have done ; but we 
hope you will excuse us, when we tell you our all depends 
op the determination of Parliament. 

We havejhe honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obliged 
humble, servants. 
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Joseph Penrose, First Major ; Mr. Joseph Mclhane, Se- 
cond Major; Francis Murray, Esq., Standard Bearer. 

For the Second Division : Doctor John Beatty, Colonel; 
Mr. Robert Shewell, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. James Mc- 
Masters, First Major; Mr. Wm. Roberts, Second Major; 
Mr. John Lacey, Standard Bearer. 

For the Third Division : George Taylor, Esq., Colonel ; 
Mr. Robert Robinson, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. John Ten- 
brook, First Major; Mr. John Beany, Second'Major; Mr. 
John Keller, Standard Bearer. 

The officers of the respective companiesof the Middle 
Battalion of the County of Bucks, are earnestly requested 
to meet at the house of Mr. John Bogart, on Monday next, 
at three o'clock, to give their voice inimatters of impor- 
tance. Their non-attendance will be looked upon as con- 
senting to the business of the day. 



bucks county (Pennsylvania) meeting. 

At a meeting ofthe Officers ofijhe County of Bucks, the 
County was divided into three Battalions, and the following 
gentlemen were chosen Field Officers : 

For the First Division: Joseph Kirkbride, Esq., Col- 
onel ; Mr. Alexander Anderson, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. 



By His Excellency William Tryon, Esquire, Captain- 
General and Governour-in- Chief m and over the Pro- 
vince of New-York, and the Territories depending 
thereon, in America, Chancellor and Vice- Admiral of 
the same: 

A Proclamation. 
Whereas, the General Assembly of this Province stands 
prorogued to the ninth day of August next ; I have thought 
fit for His Majesty's service to prorogue, and I do, by and 
with the advice of His Majesty's Council, farther prorogue 
the said General Assembly' to the sixlhlfafW September 
next, of which all His Majesty's subjectsconcerned there- 
in we required to take notice, and govern themselves ac- 
cordingly. 

G ' iy f-% u P4 er m y na "d anci sea l at arms, at Foit George, 
in the City of New-York, the thirty-first day of July, one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, in the fifteenth 
year ofthe reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, 
by the grace of God, of Great 'Britain, France, and Ire- 
land, King, Defender of the Faith, £5. U 

William Tryon, 
By his Excellency's command . ■ 

Samuel Bayard, Jun., Dep. Secretary. 
God save the King. 



FRANCIS STEPHENS TO GENERAL GAGE". 



Office of Ordnance, New.York, July 31, 1775. 

Honourable Sir: In my letter of the twenty-fourth 
June, 1 acquainted your Excellency with the depredations 
committed on such of His Majesty's property as remained 
at Turtle Bay; and occurrences of the like natu re having 
since happened at this place, I now beg leave to transmit 
you the following particular account of the sanie, vjz: 

On Wednesday, the twelfth instanit, betweerFthe hours 
of nine and ten o'clock at night, I being then at the house 
of Mr. Banyor, in the neighbourhood, the clerk of stores 
came and acquainted me that a number of men with side- 
arms, he, had just then got over the fence of /the shot 
yard, and were breaking open the several doors of the 
armoury, store-house, and those of the artificers^ shops ; 
whereupon I immediately repaired to the font doors of the' 
two first mentioned places, and on hea>ing"TrribIf violent 
noise proceeding from their ransacking the premises, I 
immediately called on Mr. Alderman Bremrjm, acquaint- 
ing him therewith, and requested his^inlerpSsTtion^but he 
replied, as ah individual he could by no means-Tender me 
any assistance, and advised me, in that case, to :call on the 
Mayor, which I accordingly did, but he wasTTof in I Town. 
I then, in my way to the Governour's, merwith Captain 
Thomas William Moore, who had the command of the 
guard appointed to preserve the peace of the City, to whom 
I communicated the foregoing, and entreated his assistance, 
in order to put a stop to the felonious proceedings of a 
number of armed men who were carrying off His Majesty's 
stores, as also s,ome of my own private property, and which 
I conceived it was his duty to protect. Soon after, Mr. 
Moore came down to the store-houses; and brought with 
him a party of armed men, who, with myself, Tvent in 
amongst the people that were committing the depredations, 
demanding by what authority they presrjirje'd to carry off 
the King's stores ; when some of them replied to Mr. 
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Moore, that it was by order of their Colonel Ritzema they 
came th ere for th at purpose. Upon which they were told, 
that no person whatever had a right to order them to be- 
have in the manner they had done, and therefore advised 
them to disperse ; which they soon after accordingly did, 
taking with them several drums, a considerable quantity of 
iron ramrods, and sundry other articles of His Majesty's 
property. Two hours after they were gone, viz. about two 
o'clock In the morning,"! great party of the Connecticut 
Troops, supposed to he upwards of a hundred, came from 
their encampment, in the_en.virons of the City, to the store- 
houses aforementioned, where they continued until nigh 
day-light, rummaging~and ransacking every place, and car- 
ried away such articles as they thought proper. 

Thursday the thirteenth, about eight o'clock in the even- 
ing, Francis Staples, the person who. has the care of Tur- 
tle Bay, came to town and informed me of the following 
particulars, viz : that about three o'clock this afternoon, the 
same sloop which carried off the stores from thence on the 
night of the twelfth ultimo, came again to that place, and 
was met "by a party of_the Connecticut Troops, supposed to 
be about/fifty men, who put On board the said sloop (as 
near as he could well guess) about five hundred twenty- 
four pound round-shot, fifty ten-inch, and the like number 
of cohorn shells ; they likewise broke open the store-house, 
took onL the _rnajor "part of what remained there, such as 
old sand-bags, empty boxes, &tc., and then went off. 

The siairreiintght, about half past nine o'clock, a com- 
pany of armedjnBn cam e to' my dwelling-house and de- 
manded admittance, pretending that they had received 
certain intelligence of a number of small-arms, being con- 
cealed in the upper apartment of said bouse, and as such 
were determinec! to be_satisued by searching it, 8ic; which 
was accordingly done to their great disappointment. They 
then requested of me the keys of another store-house, which 
they said Tiad irot as yet been examined into, observing 
that the arms "miist of course certainly be there ; and not- 
withstanding my utmost endeavours to dissuade them to 
the contrary, they violently broke open the doors of the 
same, and robbed it of the following articles, viz : two brass 
petards, some tents, mostly unserviceable, a few powder- 
horns, nails, baskets, and other things, which at present is 
not in my power to particularize. In consequence of the 
above facts having been represented to the civil magistrates, 
a deputation from their body waited on their Committee of 
Safety for the Colony of New- York, who sit during the 
recess of the Provincial Congress. The latter, on hearing 
what had happened, gave immediate orders for printing and 
publishing handbills to the following purport, which were 
soon after di stribu ted throughout the City. 

" Whereas, information hath been given to this .Com- 
mittee, by the Civil Magistrates of the City of New- York, 
that an attack was ma^de, without provocation, upon a boat 
belonging TO His Majesty's Shi pAsia, and the boat wantonly 
destroyed ; and also, that the house and stores of Mr. Fran- 
cis Stephens were violently broken open, and robbed of 
private property, and military stores taken from thence ; 
and whereas jthe said Magistrates have requested the advice 
of the Committee on the premises : 

" Ordered, That it be recommended to the Civil Magis- 
trates to eximipe strictly into the several matters and things 
. above mentioned, and to punish all persons who are guilty 
of perpetrating the same, as the law directs ; and that it be, 
and hereby is recommended to all the citizens and otrrers, 
to aid and assist. 1th e Magistrates in the execution of their 
offices. _; l 

A true copy from the minutes : 

. " Robert Benson, Secretary. 

"July 137 T7757 f 

The Mayor and Court of Aldermen, agreeable to what 
is recommended .Jo. them in the above, proceeded to take 
the depositions of several persons who were by at the time 
the depredations were committed, and issued their warrants 
for apprehending those who were reported to be guilty. 
But the Grand Jury, who were sitting at the time, and had 
the complaints with many affidavits laid before them, never- 
theless thought proper to decline doing any thing further 
in the affair; nor does there appear the smallest shadow 
of a probability that I shall be able to obtain any redress, 



so very much are the insul ters and robbers of Government 
property at present befriended in this place. 

I am, with the greatest jespect, Sir, your Excellency's 
most obedient and most. humble servant, 

Francis Stephens. 

His Excellency the Honourable General .7? og e ' 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Ticonderoga, July 31, 1775. 

Sir: Yesterday the enclosed letter and papers were de- 
livered me. The warrants for the Captains and Lieutenants 
to enlist the men, have not yet been sent up ; but that no 
delay might thereby be occasioned, 1 have directed thera 
to proceed to make the levies, and have given them assu- 
rances that they should have the commissions. A_c.on.injf 
versy has arisen between Allen and Warner; the former, 
you will perceive, has been left out altogether by the Green 
Mountain Boys. What the consequences will be I cannot 
pretend to say. 

I have a boat on stocks, sixty feet in length, which I 
hope to finish by this day week. I suppose she will carry 
between two and three hundred men. Another of the same ; 
size is to be put up to-day, so that I hope soon to have 
vessels enough to move on, If any more powder can be 
got, I hope it will be sent, as not above a ton will be left, 
if so .much, when the Troops are completed, to a pound 
a man, _;.;.: 

Enclose you copies of |wja letters f one from Commissary 
Phelps, and the other from Commissary Str ong. The 
former, Mr. Livingston acquaints me, refuses to resign the 
department into his hands. I have s.ent orders to .hjrg ref 
quiring his compliance. I doubt whether they will be 
obeyed. If not, it is more than probable that the service 
will essentially suffer. :~ 

I have written to Mr, Strong, that Mr. Livingston yi]S\ 
take the pork, flour, and cattle, he mentions; Tiis letter is 
not the most decent, and as such I hav§„treajedj_t in. my 
answer to hjm, .._.'.. __' .._;.. ... 

As I did not wish that Mr. Livingston should dismiss 
any person that had been employed by the Colony of Con- 
necticut, I wrote him as soon as J wa.s.mfQimed_ofhi|" ap- 
pointment. Mr. Phelps must continue in employment, and 
I think . you had best send him to Fort George, to take 
charge of your branch there. - -_■_-:— 

I should not have troubled you with these letters, but 
that you may from them see the necessity of some general 
resolution of Congress, to cure all this jarring. 

I am, Sir, your Honour's most obledient humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
Honourable John Hancock, President, &c. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-TOKK CONGRESS 

Ticpnderoga, July 31, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I do myself the honour to enclose you a 
copy of a letter and paper I have received from: the people 
called Green Mountain Boys, together with a copy of my 
letter in answer. I am apprehensive that the. controversy 
which has arisen amongst them, relative to the Field-Offi- 
cers, will cause delay in the levies. Whilst at New- York, 
and even after my arrival here, on conversing with Allen 
and Warner, I did not conceive theTecould have been any 
contest between them, or that a third person would have 
been recommended by the people as a Field-Officer. On 
that supposition, and believing the people unainirjioHs in 
their favour, I should not have hesitated to have recom- 
mended them. -- 

You will please to send up the warrants for the Captains 
and Lieutenants without being filled up, lest any that are 
nominated should decline the service. _The warrants com- 
pleted for such Field-Officers as you may appoint, you wiE 
also please to furnish me with. 

I have got some New-England men to make. oats in 
this quarter. If, therefore, you order me six hundred, it 
will be sufficient; thesej^I wish up as soon as possible. 
Some of the stores are arrived, and I hope the remainder 
will soon be here. 

1 beg leave to remind you, that .the proper officers 'and 
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necessaries for a hospital will be most indispensably ne- 
cessary. The Troops already here begin severely to feel 
the want of them. 

Please to order all the powder that is made at Judge 
Livingston's powder-mill to Albany, with as much des- 
patch as possible, directed to the care of the Deputy Com- 
missary-General, Walter Livingston, Esquire. 

The clothing and tents for the Green Mountain Boys, I 
wish you to forward, as soon as possible. 

1 am, Gentlemen, with great respect, your most obedient 
humble servant, Ph. Schuyler. 

To Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., Sic. 

NATHAN CLARK TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Dorset, July 38, 1775. 

May it please your Honour : In compliance to the 
orders of Congress, as well as your recommendation, I en- 
close the proceedings of our Committee meeting on the 
New-Hampshire Grants upon due notice to the Towns, in 
general, all which is humbly submitted to your wisdom, 
not doubting but the warrants will issue agreeable to our 
wishes. We are your most obedient. 

In behalf of the Committee : 

Nathan Clark, Chairman. 
To the Honourable General Schuyler. 

At a meeting of the Committees of the several Town- 
ships on^the New-Hampshire Grants, west of the Range 
of Gr em-Mountains, convened at the house of Mr. Cephas 
Kents, Innholderjn the Township of Dorset, July 27th, 
1775, Voted as TbITovvs, viz : 

First, Chose_Mr, Nathan Clark Chairman. 

Secondly. Chose John Fassett Clerk. 

Thirdly. The mo tion being made and seconded, whether 
this Convention s hall prosecute in choosing Field and other 
officers according to the Provincial Congress's and your 
Honour's directions ? 

Passed. in jhe affirmative. 

Then proceeded as follows : 

Fourthly. Chose_jYIr, Seth Warner Lieutenant-Colonel 
for the Regiment of Green Mountain Boys, by a majority 
of forty-one to five, 

Fifthly. Chose Mr. Samuel Safford Major for said Re- 
giment, by a majority of twenty-eight to seventeen. 

Then proceep^aLand chose seven Captains, and fourteen 
Lieutenants, by a great majority, namely: 

Captains : Weight Hopkins, Oliver Potter, John Grant, 
William Fitch, Gideon Brownson, Micah Vail, Heman 
Allen. ~"~~~~~. 

First Lieutenants; John Fassett, Ebenezer Allen, Bar- 
nabas JJarnam, JiUe Bleaksley, Ira Allen, Gideon War- 
ren, David Galusha^ 

SeconiJLieutena_nts : Johan Noble, James Claghorn, 
John CMpman, Nathan Smith, Jesse Sawyer, Joshua 

Stanton, Philo HardV t» t -~, ™ . 

, _.. JNathan Clark, Chairman. 

GENERAL SCHU YLER TO NATHAN CLARK. 

Head-Quarters, Ticonderoga, July 31, 1775, 

Sir: Your letter, dated Dorset, 28th July,_ 1775, has 
been delivered me by Captain Fitch, together with the 
votes that were enclosed, __ 

The choice of the. Captains and Lieutenants being Left 
uncondi tion al to the people, those chosen will .receive the 
warr.ants__aj5jH30n.as. they come to my hands, and the levy- 
ing of the men may not be retarded. You will signify to 
them that I hereby empower them, immediately to proceed 
to that busin ess,~without waiting for the warrants. 

A_nd._i___or_der__to prevent any confusion that may take 
place, the Captainsand Lieutenants must immediately sig- 
nify to me in writing, that they accept, or decline the offices 
to wbichjbey have T>een elected. 

The vote s I s hall im mediately transmit to Congress, that . 
they may approve" of the Field Officers, or appoint others 
out of yourTodyTas'tFey may think proper, 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

Philip Schuyljer; 
To Mr.. Nath an Clar k, Chairman, &c. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUH , THTTHEULL. 

Ticonderoga, July 31, 1775. 
Sir: At ten this morning "was honoured with your 
favour of twenty-fourth instant. Any person acquainted 
with the situation of this Country, the importance of having 
the command of Canada, the salutary consequences that 
must necessarily flow from having it in pur power to com- 
mand respect from the savages, must, without hesitation, 
agree, that no time ought to be lost in attempting to gain 
possession of the Province of Quebeck; ancTalthgugh hith- 
erto we have had every prospect that could promise success 
to the enterprise, yet such Is unfortunately our situation, 
that we are not in a capacity to move. Wejiave neither . 
craft to transport a body of men, nor provisions. The 
former I hope soon to be supplied with, asT have a num- 
ber of carpenters at work in building boats. The latter, 
must be sent me from Albany; but co_n__s_^;iimazingly 
slow, that we have not above :ten Hays' Hour for the few 
Troops here. This scarcity has obliged me to order the 
men arrived at Albany from New-York to encarnp there, 
to prevent their starving here. 

I find by the returns of the CommissaTOs, that twenty 
thousand rations were expended so early as the seventh 
instant, beyond the allowance, T hope, however, that we 
shall get ready in time to effect so good a wor k, If the dis- 
position of the Canadian? continues_.friendIy teems." The 
Troops here sicken, very fast for want of propetJiospitals. 
We are under the disagreeable necessity of leaving the 
sick with the well.. 

If the Lexington affair caused so much emotion in Eng- 
land, 1 hope the last battle willlncrease them, scias to bring 
about a revolution of some kind in our favour; and the 
Minister's confidence in the defection of New^York van- 
ishing, they may be induced to give up their odious claims, 
and pursue measures tending to a reconciliation, Instead of 
the nefarious and hostile ones they had adopted. 

I am, Sir, your Honour's most obedient hu mhTe servant, 

7 --_;;;,. Ph. Schuyler. 

Hon. Jonathan Trumbull. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Ticonderoga, July 31, 1775. 

Dear General: Since my last I have been most assidu-. 
ously employed in preparing materials for. building boats to 
convey me across the lake. The progress has hitherto 
been slow, as with few hands I had all the timber to cut, 
mills to repair to saw the plank, and my draught cattle ex- 
tremely weak for want of feed, the drought having scorched 
up every kind of .herbage. I have now one boat on the 
stocks which I hope will carry near three^undred men; 
another is putting up to-day. Provisions of the bread kind, 
are scarce with me, and therefore I havemot dared to order 
up a thousand men that are &L Albany, lest rwe should 
starve here, ... : _________________" 

I have had no Intelligence from Canadajiince my last to 
you. Major Brown has__been gone ninildaysT^nd I ex- 
pect him back, if all is well, by Saturday next, August 2. 

I have not had a return from General Wooster since my 
arrival. I am therefore under the necessity oTmaking you 
a return of the Troops here only. 

Enclose your Excellency a copy of two affidavits made 
by persons from Canada. I have transacted .other copies 
to the Congress. _ " ~ " . _ ~~:~:~:' 

I am extremely anxious to hear fronryour part of the 
world. Reports prevail that a body of Troops have left 
Boston, and are gone to Canada. If so, 1 fear we shall 
not be able to penetrate into Canada, or even attack *SS?. 
John's with success, though at all events I am ordered to 
go there. ; 

I am your Excellency's most obedient and most humble 
servant, Philip Schuyler. 

To His Excellency General Washington, he. &c. 

P. S. I wish I could make you a regular return even of 
the Troops at this place and Crown Point, butT have not 
yet got the people to be regular in anything, and there- 
fore beg you to dispense with the. following statement: Fit 
for duty, 1 Colonel, 8 Majors, 9 Captains, 1 Captain- 
Lieutenant, 21 Subalterns, 34 Sergeants, 18 Drums and 



Fourth Series.— Vol. ii. 



Ill 



1763 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, JULY, 1775. 



1764 



Fifes, 933 rank and file, 1 Chaplain, 2 Adjutants, 1 Quar- 
termaster, 1 Surgeon, and 2 Mates. Sick: 1 Lieutenant, 
4 Sergeants, 2 Drums, 103 rank and file. 



GOVERNbUB TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, July 31, 1775. 

Sir: By the Resolve in Congress of the 19th instant, 
it is recormnended to the New-England Colonies to com- 
plete the deficiencies in the Regiments belonging to them 
respectively. I have not been informed of any deficiency 
in the nu mber of Troops sent from Connecticut, 

It is recffiTimended, also, to this Colony, to complete and 
send for ward to th e camp before Boston, as soon as pos- 
sible, the iourteipi hundred men lately voted by our Assem- 
bly . The 25 tlTih stant I sent orders to .the.Colonels of the 
last raised Regiments to march forthwith to the. camp be- 
fore Boston by subdivisions, if all were not in readiness. 
Expect many of the companies wilLbegi.n their, march this 
day, and that the whole will move forward very soon. 

The honou rabl e President Hancock, in his favour of the 
22d instant, informs, that you had recommended, and the 
Congress ha___ appointed Mr. Joseph Trumbull .Commis- 
sary-General oTthe American Army. I am also informed 
that you hayeiaken Mr. John Triimbidl into your service 
and family. These instances' of kindness shewn thenvjustly 
claim myTirost grateful acknowledgments, A performance 
of their duty answerable to your expectation, will.meet 
your approbation and continuance of regard, and afford me 
peculiar satislacTion and pleasure. 

The Base, Swan, and Kingfisher, ships-of-war, with a 
small tender, the .26th instant came into the harbour. at 
New-London. On the. 27th instant some men landed 
near the Light-house, broke off the truirnionsand plugged 
up with old files .three, or four cannon. They sailed out 
again on Friday last. _ It is reported Mr. Collector Stuart 
is packingTIp his effects, in order to leave that port. _ 

I am, Sir, with great truth and regard, your Excellency's 

most obedient and" humble servant, T -m- 

' Jona. Irtjmbull. 

His Excellency General Washington. 



TOWN-MEETING, PROVIDENCE, RHODE-ISLAND. 

At a Town-meeting called by warrant and holden in 
Providence, on the thirty-first day of July, A. D. 1775, 
the Hon. Nicholas Cooke, Esquire, Moderator: 

Voted, That there be an Intrenchment and Breastwork 
hove ..up between Field's Point and Sassafras Point, suffi- 
cient to cover such a body of men as may be ordered there 
on emergency; that there be a Battery of six eighteen- 
pounders erected.at Fox Hill; that there be four cannon 
mounted as_jjeld-piec.es by the Committee hereinafter- 
named ; thaftbe sameCommittee draw up Rules for regu- 
lating the Battery; that Captain Nicholas Power be ap- 
pointed to build the Battejy and Breastwork aforesaid, and 
that he advise and consult with Captain Ti!r rick Hopkins, 
Ambrose Page, Esquire, Captain John Updike, Mr. iSa- 
muel Nightingale, Ju .,, Captain William Earle, and Cap- 
tain Simon Smith, who are appohfted a Committee forthat 
purpose, op. the manner of building the aforesaid works, 
and that herproeeed on the .same immediately; that there 
be a foot Bridge .built, over the Creek that leads to Fox 
Point; thlt. the Committee aforesaid apply to the propri- 
etors of the lands., to get liberty to build the Batteries at 
Fox Hill, &c. ; that Captain Power draw on the Town 
Treasury for defraying the expense of the aforesaid works, 
until the same shall bereimbursed by the Continental Con- 
gress, andJf_thcxCis pot money sufficient in the Treasury 
to answer Captain Power's orders, he shall be allowed in- 
terest for the_s.ame_.til! paid ; that his Honour the Deputy- 
Governour be requested to represent the whole of this 
matter to the Continen tal Congress requesting that they 
would be pleased to reimburse the Town the expenses 
they may be at in erecting those temporary though neces- 
sary works of defence. 

Voted, That the Committee appointed at the last meet- 
ing to erect* ..Beacon, be also requested to build a House 
for the materials for the .Beacon. 

Voted, That thjs meeting be adjourned to Saturday 
next, at four o'clock, P. M. 



GENERAL WASHINGT01TTO THE SPEXKETTT)T THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY OT ^ASSACHtJSETTS-B AY_7\ 

Camp at Cambridge, July 31, 1775. 

Sir: I have considered the application made Jojne.yes- 
terday from the General Court, with alllhe altejrjlon due to 
the situation of the people in whose behalf it is made, and 
the respect due to sucira recomrraTidatlon. Upon refer- 
ring to my instructions, and consulting with those members 
of Congress who are present, as well as the General Offi- 
cers, they all agree, that it would not be consistent with my 
duty to detach any part of the Army now here: on ""any par- 
ticular Provincial service. It has been debated, in Congress 
and settled, that the Militia, or other internal strength of 
each Province, is to be applied for defence against those 
small and. particular depredations which were to be expect- 
ed, and to which they were supposed to be competent. 
This will, appear the more proper, "when - it is considered, 
that every town, and indeed every part of our sea-coast 
which is: exposed to these depredations, would have an 
equal clairrrupon this Army. 

It Is the misfortune of our situation, which exposes us to 
these ravage?, and against which, in my judgment, no 
such temporary relief could possibly secure usr_The great 
advantage the enemy have of transporting troops by being 
masters of the sea, will enable them to har ass usby diver- 
sions .of this kind ; and should we be tempted to pursue 
them upon every alarm, the Army must either be. so weak- 
ened as to expose it to. destruction, or a great part of the 
coast be still leftunprotected. Nor, indeed, does it appear 
to me, that such a pursuit would be attended with the least 
effect. The first notice of _si_eh_ an^e^cursion _woTild be its 
actual, execution ; and long before any troops could reach 
the scene of action, the enemy would have an_opportunity 
to accomplish their purpose, and retire. It would give me 
great pleasure to have It in my power to extend protection 
and safety to every individual; but the wisdo m p_f_the Gene- 
ral Court will anticipate me in the necessity of .conducting 
our operations on a general. and impartial scale/so^ as to ex- 
clude any just cause of complaint and jealousy. 

Iheg, Sir, you will do me the honour to communicate 
these sentiments to the General Court, and to apologize for 
my involuntary delay, as we were alarmed this^rWofhirrg by 
the enemy, and my time was taken up in giving the neces- 
sary directions. 

I shall be happy in every opportunity of showing my 
very great respect and regard for the General Court of 

Massachusetts-Bay ; and am. Sir, &c. 

Go. Washington. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED 7N~"PHrJ>A_ELPH_ A, 
...; DATED CAMBRIDGE, JULY 31, I775T 

Last Friday we were informed by our outsentries at 
the foot of Bunker's Hill, that the enemy had cut down 
several large trees, and were busy all night in throwing up 
aline and abattis in front of it. In the everrjng" orders 
were given to the York County Rifle Company^ to march 
down to our advanced post on Charlestown Neck, to en- 
deavour to surround the enemy's advanced guard, and to 
bring off some prisoners; from whom we ex peeled to learn 
the enemy's design in throwingirp the abattis onjfhe neck. 
The Rifle Company divided, and executed their plan in 
the following manner: Captain Dowdlc, with thirty-nine 
men, filed off to the right o( Bunker's Hill, and, creeping 
on their hands and knees, got into the rear of the enemy's 
sentries, without being discovered. The otherdivision, of 
forty men, under Lieutenant Miller, vvere equally success- 
ful in getting behind the sentries on the left^ and were 
within a few yards of joining "the division on the right, 
when a party of Regulars came down_jbe hill tcr relieve' " 
their guard, and crossed our Riflerr^.:u njigr Captain Z) pw- 
dle , as they were lying on '.the ground irr an Indian file. 
The Regulars were within twenty yards of oar Riflemen 
before they saw them, and immediately fired. The Rifle- 
men returned the salute/ killeil several, mid brought off 
two prisoners and their muskets, with the Jossof Coporal 
Crouse, who is; su p pos ed jip be k LIlecT, as 1. e ha s , n ot been 
heard of since the affair. ~~ "..":: ' : ""Z - 

In return for this, the enemy alarmecTus lasMiIght in 
their turn. At one o'clock this morning a heavy firing of 
small-arms and cannon occasioned our drums to bear to 
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arms. The Array was immediately ordered under arms 
to their posts. The firing continued in three different 
quarters— -Roxbury, Seicatt's Point, at the mouth of Cam- 
bridge River, and at the advanced posts at Charlcstovm 
Neck, Some hours elapsed before we knew the design of 
the enemy, which was this : we had surrounded some of 
their out guards the night before, which in duc ed them to 
serve our sentries in the same manner. They sent two flat- 
bottomed boats to SeivalFs Point to attack ourredoubt there ; 
sallied out at Roxbury, and set fire to the George Tavern, 
our advanced guard house. Our people attacked, beat them 
in, and took one prisoner, who is expected here every 
minute. The flat-bottomed boats, after a useless fire of 
many hours, returned. The picket guard of the enemy on 
Charlestown Neck attacked and drove in our advanced 
guard of sixty men, who, being re-enforced by General Lee's 
orders, recovered their ground, and beat off the enemy, 
killed several, and brought off seven muskets, without losing 
a man, although our men engaged them under their guns, 
within point blank shot of their lines. We are Just 'inform- 
ed that two hundred and fifty of the MarUehead sailors 
have formed on Plowed Hill, and have drove in all the 
out guards of the enemy. The enemy do not appear to be 
very fond of coming out. We shall harass them continual- 
ly, and for this reason want the aid of the Riflemen, as 
only one company i^ as yet came in. 



got safe back with their prisoners, with the loss of one man 
killed, and two or three wounded. 



Worcester, Massachusetts, August 2, 1775. 

On Monday last, July 31st, we learn that a detachment 
of three hundred men from our Army, under the command 
of Major Tupper, were sent to Light-House Island, on in- 
formation bein g received jlhat the King's Troops were re- 
building it. The enemy perceiving our people coming, pre- 
pared to receive~fhem. Our Troops were ordered not to 
fire until they landed, which they did, and went boldly up 
to the enemy, killed ten or twelve on the spot, among 
whom was the commanding officer, and took the remain- 
der, about thirty-five in number, demolished the enemy's 
works, and were preparing to embark; but the tide leaving 
them, they werenbliged to tarry till its return; meantime a 
large number of boats from the men-of-war came: xrp in 
order to re-enforce the enemy on the island, and a smart 
firing from both parties commenced; our Troops, however, 



To the Committee of Cherry Valeey. To he communi- 
cated to the Inhabitants of the But ternu ts. 
A Speech of the Chiefs of the Omi£,TT>A5,~respecting the 
late Murder committed in the plantation of tKeHviTEn- 

NUTS. 

Brethren : We have heard of your alarming and dis- 
tracting situation, by the unnatural and very inhuman mur- 
der of one in your place. Weare very^mtrch surprised at 
the account, and feel for you in this your distress. Both 
you and we shall likely soon discover the murderer. You 
white people have some malicious evil-minded persons 
amongst you, and we Indians have likewise the same. We 
have long resided hard by our brethren v® Mohawk River, 
and never knew such an instance as hasliappened in your 
place— a man found dead, and murdere d Jlrrsuc lLa manner ! 
Brethren, quiet your minds, and' indulge no fears nor 
jealousies respecting our friendship; don't leave your plan- 
tations; continue where you are, and JoJ1qw_ your work. 
We don't think you would have suspected! any of us Onei- 
d as to have done such a thing,' werecit Hot for the troubles 
and confusions that prevail in the eastward, (meaning New- 
England.) We Oneidas have made search, and can find 
no person of our Nation that has beeirsorlately hunting 
iff the woods ; nor any of the OnohoggwaKes. We there- 
fore entreat you to quiet yourminds, and by "no means in- 
dulge any fears respecting us; and wheneveFwe meet 
again, let it be in great friendship |nd DrothiLrly love; or 
if any of our people should pass that way, treat them with 
your usual kindness, that peace txray always continue and 
be maintained between us. . We have ._ only farther to 
remark, that had there been od our part any design of 
mischief, or beginning a quarrel with the white people, and 
had an Indian committed the inhuman murder, he would 
never have come off and left the man unscajped; for which 
reason, and some other circumstances, we "are of opinion 
that some other person, and not an Indian, has been guilty 
of the murder We hope you may_ nevertnow the like 
again, but continue in peace and prosperr 

Present, four of the Onohoggwahes_, Interpreted and 
wrote by Samuel Kirkland, Missionary"." "---—-- 



NEW.HAMFSHIBE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

June 30, 1775. — Ordered the Receiver-General to pay 
to the Committee of Supplies six hundred Pounds, lawful 
money, to be by them accounted for. 

Ordered the Receiver-Genera] to pay to Samuel Hobart, 
Esq., Paymaster of the Forces of this Colony, four thou- 
sand five hundred Founds, lawful money. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to deliver Lieutenant 
.... .--,- forty-t wo po unds of Gunpowder for the use of 
Captain Tjangdon s Company, at Portsmouth, and Jo take 
his recefpfto be~acc6untable for it. 

July "1 , 1775.— Ordered the Receiver-General to pay 
to the Committee of Supplies five hundred Pounds. 

Wrote to General Folsom by Major Hobart.— Copy 
filed. . _ 

Wrote to. Co lonel Reid by Major Hobart.— -Copy filed. 

In consequence of Messrs. Child and Ashley being ap- 
pointed _ a Committee _ to wait upon the Congress of the 
Massachusetts, and the Assemblies of Rhode-Island and 
Connecticut^ as pervote of Congress, ordered the Receiv- 
er-General to paythe said Child six Pounds, lawful money, 
to bg. by him accounted for. 

July 4, 1775. — Ordered the Receiver-General to pay 
Jonathan RohimojLTotty Shillings, being his month's pay 
as a Soldier in Captain Samuel Gilman's Company, he 
being at home on furlough. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Amos Dakin forty 
Shillings, being amonth's pay for the. account of the Widow 
of one Joseph Blosd^who wasjkilled in the.Army, to be 
by said Ttakin McmLntedTor. " 

July 5, 1775.— Ordered the Receiver-General to pay 



Samuel Calley four Pounds sixteen Shillings, for a Wagon 
by him made for the use of this Colony. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay the Committee 
of Supplies one thousand Pounds, la wful" mo ney, to be 
by them accounted for. 

Appointed Captain Josiah Moulton Paymaster of Cap- 
tain Elkins's Company, for first m on th 's wag es. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Captain Josiah Moul- 
ton one hundred and thirty-nine Pounds'sixteen Shillings, 
lawful money, for the first month's pay of Captain Elkins's 
Company. " " 

Appointed Israel Morey, Esq., Paymaster of the first 
month's wages of Captain BedelPs Company. 

July 6, 1775.— Ordered the Receiver-Genera] to pay 
Israel Morey, Esq., one hundred and thirty-nine Pounds 
sixteen Shillings, lawful money, being for th e firs t month's 
pay of Captain Bedell's Company. "~~~~ : 

Honourable Meshech Weare was added to_the Commit- 
tee of Safety. - 

Ordered the Receiver-General to \>z.yEbenezer Thomp- 
son, Esq., thirty-one Pounds four Shillings, being the ex- 
pense of making the £10,050 lately emitted by order of 
the Congress of this Colony. 

Previous to the drawing the orders of this da y's date, 
Captain William Whipple was chosenjCnalrrnan of this 
Committee pro tern. 

July 7, 1775.— Ordered Samuel Hobart, Esq., to pay 
the surplus of the money left In his hands, after paying the 
Troops according to directions, to thoseof the Committee 
of Supplies at Head-Quarters, Medforl' """"" 

Ordered the Receiver-General to-pay- Mr. John Whee- 
lock forty-two Shillings and three Pence" halfpenny, being 
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the amounJ_ofhis.acco.unt of expenses, time, and horse, in 
■ a journey To Tvatertown by order of Congress. 

Gave James Osgood orders to enlist twenty effective 
faqldiers,^ _...,,-.. , „...,,._...„ 

Appofnt^CaptainDaviaPfig-e to muster the men that 
shall be enjjstedjay James Osgood. 

Gave John Parker "orders to enlist sixty-three men for 
Soldiers. "~:r^ ~~~: 

Made out "Com mission for Colonel 'Bedell as Captain ; 
Abraham^ Pjdmgr as Lieutenant; Richard Nelson as En- 
sign, of the first Company of Rangers, in the service of 
this Colony, dated. 23d of June, 1775, the day they were 
mustered. 



Gave Captain T3edell the following orders : 

Sir : Yj3u_gre. .directed to proceed immediately to Nor- 
thumberl and^ or Lancaster, with your company, or such 
part thereof as you think proper, and there, in conjunction 
with the inhabitants, erect a garrison in such a place as you, 
with thei r advice, shaTT judge most suitable, sufficient for 
defence against small-arms ; and when that is completed, 
to assist Tn huTTdlng garrisons in such other places on the 
frontiers ^ryonrwith the advice of the inhabitants, shall 
judge most necessary ; sending out such "scouts from time 
to time f or int elligenceras you shall think expedient; and 
also to take charge of all such provisions as may be sent 
you, and cause the same properly to be delivered to the 
soldiers of your and other companies that may be posted 
by the Congress or this Cornrnhtee on Connecticut River, 
and purchase beef and bread, &c, as may be requisite, 
and re.turn_your accounts to this Committee for their allow- 
ance and payment ; and also to use your utmost endeavours 
to gain and keep the friendship of the Indians, by small 
donations, ike. ; and if any thing of importance should 
occur, to send information thereof to this Committee by 
immediate expresses ; and to take up and examine any 
person you may sqspect of attempting to cross.tbe coun- 
try to Canada with a design "_to hurt the cause of America; 
and if, after examination, you are satisfied of such design, 
that you secure him or them, and send tb.ern down here for 
trial; and iojus.oyour discretion with regard to any others 
who evidently^ppear to.be inimical to the liberties of Ame- 
rica. In case of .any attack upon any of the inhabitants in 
those parts to whom you can possibly afford assistance, 
you are toTBo it without delay. 
By order of the Committee : 

'■ - ■ Wm. Whipple, Chairman pro tern. 

Gave Matthew Thornton orders to enlist forty-three able- 
bodied men "as Soldiers. 

Gave Seth Wheeler the following Orders to enlist ten able- 
bodied me'rias Soldiers : 

_'." In Committee of Safety, Exeter, July 7, 1775. 

To Seth Wheklfr, Greeting: 

Sir : You are .hereby empowered immediately to enlist 
ten able-bo died* and effective, men, well accoutred, as sol- 
diers in the^Nju -Hampshire service, for the preservation 
of America® hberty, arid cause them to pass muster as soon 
as possible.. _Z_ .._'_ . 1 

By order of the Committee: 

* '""'• " Wm, Whipple, Chairman pro tern. 
----.-■ ; ' | n Congmittee of Safety, Exeter, July 7, 1775. 
To Seth Wjiefleh ;..... 

Sir: W|jf cgas, you ibis day received orders for enlistin^ 
ten men.asjojdijjrs.in the New-Hampshire service, for the 
preservation" ofyTwsen'om liberty : you are hereby acquaint- 
ed that the com miss ion of an Ensign in said service shall 
be made oiiflorlyou as soon; as your .enlistment, is com- 
pleted, andTtbe men have passed master. You and the 
said men to. be enlisted are to be under the command of 
Captain John Parker, of Litchfield, in the County of 
HillsborougK. 

By order of said Committee : 

Wm. Whipple, Chairman pro tern. 

July 8, 1775. — Uporr application of Selectmen of .New- 
town, informing that they had. been opposed in endeavour- 
ing to apprehend a deserter from the Army, in order to 
send him back, and requesting advisement thereon, wrote 
to inhabitants.of sajd Town, as follows: 



■ •■ - -In Committee of Safety, Exeter, July 8, 1775. 

Whereas, the Provincial Congress have recommended 
to the several and respective Committees in the several 
Towns, Parishes, and Precincts in_this_Colony, to take up 
and secure deserters from the American Army, and cause 
them to be conveyed safely to their proper Officers at Head- 
Quarters ; and this measure must appear to every one to 
be^ of great importance to the A merica n cause ; and as 
we are informed the .Town, of Newtown, having no such 
Committee, the Selectmen laudably therefore endeavoured 
to answer the design of the Congress Tn sending back a 
deserter, but not without opposition in accomplishing the 
same: We therefore recommend it to the inhabitants of 
Neivtown (whose zeal and disposition to serve the common 
cause, we cannot doubt) that they exert themselves in endea- 
vouring to have such deserters apprehended and returned 
to their respective Companies, and in supporting the Select- 
men and others in doing the same ; and that all such per- 
sons as shall endeavour by any means to obstruct or hinder 
them herein be t a ken~ proper notice _of, according to the 
nature of their offence, and if need be put under guard. 
And also that the Town, as soon as may be, proceed to 
choose a Committee, as recommended by the Congress. 

Ordered Committee of Supplies to send two barrels of 
Gunpowder, eight hundred pounds of Lead or Bullets, six 
hundred Flints and Blankets, for forty Soldiers, and all 
Other necessaries for the use. of the Troops, on the Western 
Frontiers of this Colony to Coos. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Samuel Folsom forty 
Pounds fourteen Shillings, and a Penny,T)eTng for the board, 
borsekeeping, and expenses of Committee to this day. 

Ordered. Receiver-General to pay Timothy Bedell, Esq., 
forty-five Shillings andsix Pence, th e amoun t of his account 
of expenses, 8jc, in a journey to IVatcrtownlTy order of 
" ress. " " : ._._._. 



Wrote John Hancock, Esq., President of Continental 

Congress, ...... ... i j _".___. 

Wrote to New-Hampshire Delegates at Continental Con- 
gress, and to Doctor Langdonox Cambridge, enclosing two 
former Letters.; . .. ~~"~" ~ TT.T_, 

July 13, 1775. — Ordered Comrnittee of Supplies to for- 
ward _to___HeacL-Quarters fourteen ba rrel? of Gunpowder, 
apd a quantity of Bullets. _ _.~ i 

July 14, 1775. — Ordered Receiver-General to pay Wil- 
liam Parker, Jun., one hundred and fifty Pounds, first 
month's wages of Captain Shortridgc's Company. - 

Appointed William Whipple, Esquire, Paymaster of first 
month's wages of Captain Sh or tridge's (Tompany, and Eli- 
phalet Daniel to muster them. 

July 19, 1775.— Ordered Receiver- GeneraT to pay Messrs. 
Folsom, Parsons, and Evans, (Committee to procure five 
hundred Fire- Arms to be made,) thrrty~Pou"nas71o be Thy 
them accounted for. ;.;._ '.__! 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay James PTocior '"nine 
Pounds, for sixty shod Shovels by him supplied! 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Jonathan Perkins ten 
Shillings, amount of his account, for keeping door of Con- 
gress, Sic. 

Ordered. Receiver-General to pay Mioses Parsons three 
Pounds ten Shillings, amount of his. account for expenses 
in journeying after Gunsmiths. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Captain Josiah MouJ- 
ion three Pounds sixteen Shillings, being the sum Tie had 
advanced for his board, and_expenses as^orre of the Com- 
mittee of Safety. _"_"_ I 

Ordered Receiver-GejjeraLto pay Ebcnczcr Thompson, 
Esq., thirty Pounds, to be by him accounted for. 

July 24, 1775.- — Ordered Receiver-General topay Com- 
mittee of Supplies six h un d red Pou ri 5 s ', To Tje By Them ac- 
counted.jfhr. . _J vzzz.". .. ".'.!.__ 

Ordered. R§qejyer-Ge.neral to payGeneral Sullivan thirty 
Pounds, to be b_y him accounted for.. 

Appointed TV, Parker, Jun., to must er C aptain Parker's 
Company, and to pay them first m onth's wages. 

July 31, 1775. — Ordered Receiver-General to pay W. 
Parker, Jun., one hundred and twenty Pounds, first month's 
wages of part of Captain Jonathan Parker'i Company. 
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MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY OF PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 

__ In Assembly, June 30, 1775. 

Philadelphia, .?.. 

1. Resolved, That this House approves the Association 
enteredinto by the good people of this Colony, for the de- 
fence of their lives, liberties, and property. 

2. Resolved, That if any invasion or landing of British 
Troops, or others, shall be made in this or. the adjacent Co- 
lonies, during the present controversy, or any armed Ships 
or Vessels shall sail up the River Delaware in a _ hostile 
manner, and such circumstances shall render it expedient 
in the judgment of the Committee hereafter to be appoint- 
ed, for any number of the Officers and private men of the 
Association within, this. Colony to enter into actual service 
for repelling such hostile attempts, this House will provide 
for the pay and necessary expenses of such Officers ..and 
Soldiers, performing such military duty while in such actual 
service. 

3. Resolved, That the pay of the. Officers and .Privates, 
while Tir-such actual service, shall not exceed [that of the 
Army raised by the Congress of the United Colonies for 
the de fence of the liberties of America. 

4. Resolved, That this House do earnestly recommend 
to the Board of.ConLmissionefs and Assessors. pf .the City 
and County of Philadelphia, and of each County in this 
Provincer that have not already made the provision here- 
inafter, mentioned, and they are hereby enjoined, as they 
regard the freedom, welfare, and safety of their Country, 
immediately toTprovide a proper number of good new Fire- 
locks, with Bayonets fitted tojhern; Cartridge-boxes with 
twenty-three rounds of Cartridge in every box ; and Knap- 
sacks, not less than fifteen hundred of each article for the 
City and County of Philadelphia; three hundred for the 
County of Bucks.; five hundred for the. County of Ches- 
ter ; ~sfxhjnpd.red._fpr the County of Lancaster ; three hun- 
dred for the County of York; three hundred, for the County 
of Cumberland; four hundred, for the County of Berks ; 
three hundred. for the County of Northampton ; one hun- 
dred for the County of Bedford ; one Tiundred for the 
County at N: "thumberland ; and one hundred. fp.r_the.Co.un- 
ty of Westmoreland; to be under the care of the Command- 
ing Officers of the Battalions, of the said. Counties, for the 
immediate use of such Officers_;and Soldiers as shall be 
di'afted._from the _Ba_tta[ion,s fxprrj. time to. time for actual 
service.! T_.Andj.he. said Commissioners and Assessors shall 
produce their Accounts for furnishing the Arms and Ac- 
CoutrerjienLs. afojresaid, to the Committee hereinafter ap- 
pointed, whichjbeing^approved of by the said Committee, 
they shall draw orders on the Treasurer.f<>r the payment 
thereof, and hels hereby enjoined to pay the same out of 
the B UTs of Credit tp_be emitted by the Resolution of this 
Hous ev""' ' T: ~~ ."" 

5. Mesolved, That this House do earnestly recommend 
to, and enjoin the. Officers and Cornmittees_of each County 
in thisj__royin.ee, to select a number of Minute-Men. equal 
to tbejVrms, &c, provided for the same, to he irtreadiness 
upon.the.shprresLiQtice to march to any^quarter in case of 
emergency. 

6. Resolved, That the Firelocks to be provided as afore- 
said, be of one bore, with steel Rammers well fitted to the 
sameytmd that patterns of the .said Firelocks", Rammers, 
and Bayonets, be immediately made in the City of Phila- 
delphia, and sent Jo tlie different .Counties... 

7. Resolved, That provision be made for defending this 
Province, and the City in particular, against the attacks 
of armed Veslelsjhat in ay be .em to annoy them.. ;.. 

Andwhereas. the safety of a Country greatly depends on 
having within. itself the means of defence, and it appears that 
sufficient quantities of Saltpetre may be collected not only 
for defence, but for other purposes : 

8. Resolved, That the surir. of twenty Pounds be paid 
for every hundred weight of good merchantable .Saltpetre, 
that shall be made and pTanufaQtured within this Pjrovjnee, 
and delivered. tothe Committg_e hereinafter named, within 
the space of three months .from this tirn.e; and that the 
sum of .fifteen Pounds be paidjbr every hundred weight 
of good merchantable Saltpetre, that shall, be. jnade and 
manufactured .within jhis Province, and delivered to the said 
Comnlittee within three_m.pnths n.ext foniiwihg; and s.o on 
in proportion for any greater or lesser quantity. 



9. Resolved, That John Dickinson, George Gray, 
Henry Wynkoop, Anthony Wayne, Benjamin Bartholo- 
mew, George Ross, Michael Swoope, John Montgomery, 
Fdward Biddle, William Edmonds, Bernard Dougherty, 
Samuel Hunter, William Thompson, Thomas Willings, 
Benjamin Franklin, Daniel Roberdcau, John Cadwalader, 
Andrew Allen, Owen Biddle, Francis Johnson, Richard 
Reiley, Samuel Morris, Jr., Robert Morris, Thomas Whar- 
ton, Jr., and Robert White, GentTemen^be a Committee of 
Safety for calling forth such and so many of the Associators 
into actual service, when necessity requires, as the said 
Committee shall judge proper ; for paying and supplying 
them with necessaries while in actual service ; for provid- 
ing for the defence of this Province against insurrection and 
invasion, and for encouraging and promoting the manufac- 
ture of Saltpetre ; which said Commit tee a re hereby autho- 
rized and empowered to draw orders! pn. the Treasurer 
hereinafter appointed, for the several purposes above men- 
tioned. 

10. Resolved, That any seven or more of the. said Com- 
mittee shall be a Board for transacting the Business afore- 
said, or any part thereof. 

And for carrying the foregoing Resolutions into execu- 
tion, it is . ..;....:": __T7Z_____" ™ 

11. Resolved, That Bills of Credit to the value of Thirty- 
five Thousand Pounds, shall, on or before the first day of 
August next, be prepared and printed upon good strong 
paper, under the care and direction of George Gray, Wil- 
liam Rodman, Joseph Parker, and Isaac Pearson, Esqrs., 
or any three of them, at the charge of .the publick, to be 
defrayed out of the said Bills ; which Bills shall be made 
and prepared in manner and. form following, to wit: 

" According to the Resolves of th_e A_ssembly of Pennsyl- 
vania, made o_n the 30th day of June, in the fifteenth year 
of the Reign of His Majesty George the Third. Dated at 
Philadelphia, the 20th day of July, 1775." 

And the same Bills shaj.l ,have__s(icji j j]ke_escutclieqns 
and devices as the said George Gray, Joseph Parker, 
William, Rodman, and Isaac Pearson .shall .tjiink fit ; each 
of which Bills shall be of .the. several respective denomina- 

, viz : 

same Bills the R«rm of forty 
Shillings in each of them. 

Seven thousand gf the same^ Bills .the sum of thirty 
Shillings in each of them. _ 

Seven thousand of the same Bills the sum of twenty 
Shillings in each of them. : 

And seven thousand pf. the same Bnisjhe^sum often. 
Shillings in each of them. _____ ~-_ 

And the said George Gray, Joseph Parker, William 
Rodman, and Isaac Pearson, shall use their best care, at- 
tention, and diligence, during the printing the said Bills, 
that the number and amount thereof, according to their re-_ 
spective denominations aforesaid, be npLexceeded, nor any 
clandestine or fraudulent practice be used by the Printer, 
his servants, or other persons concerned therein. 

Resolved, That the said Georg-e Gray, Joseph Parker, 
William Rodman, and Isaac Pearson, orirny three of them, 
after the said Bills are printed, shall deliver thern to the 
Signers, to be signed and numbered by parcels, for which 
they shall take receipts. 

Resolved, That Sharp Dulany, Dambbrt Cadwalader, 
Isaac Howell, James Meas, Adam Hubjey, John Benezet, 
Sctmuel Cadwalader Morris, ThomaT Prior, Godfrey 
Twells, John Meas, John P'urviance, and William Allen, 
Jr., or any three of them, shall Ibe the signers of the said 

Bins. :..'..';..;■ .i_l___v_:.. i 

Resolved, That when the said Bilis_.shal.l .krsigned and 
numbered, they shall .be delivered to Michael Hillegas, 
Esq., hereby appointed Treasurer, who. shall give his re- 
ceipt for the same, and therewith pay off and discharge all 
such Drafts and Certificates as shal] WmadJl by order of 
Assembly or the Committee aforesaid.. _ 

Resolved, That the said TreasuTershai! give bond with 
two sufficient securities, to John Morton '.and Chorles Hum- 
phreys, Esqrs., in the_sum.of ten tliousand.JPopnds, for 
the faithful discharge of the trusLreposedTn hiin. 

...And for th.e. more .certain paying, redeeming, discharg- 
ing, and sinking the said Bills of Credk. hereby emitted, 

;. Resohed, That a Tax Qn7all.gsiates ; ,yeaT and persona], 
within this Province, shall be raised anj levied by the ra- 



tions following, and no other 
Seven thousand of the 
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spective Commissioners and Assessors of the several Coun- 
ties in the Province, In same manner and mode as the 
Provincial Tax by the laws now in force is raised, levied, 
and recovered, and shall be paid to the Provincial Trea- 
surer f wTilcK^alTTFax first mentioned shall commence 
immediately after the sinking of the Bills of Credit now 
temajjpigTo be sunt ol^ those sums granted to theTJing 
during the course of the last war ; which Tax, for the pur- 
posel'aforesaid, the several Commissioners and Assessors 
are enjoined and required to raise, levy, recover, and pay, 
as they regard the freedom, welfare, and safety of their 
Country. [Extract from the Journal:] 

Charles Moore, Cleric of Assembly. 

^"-^..-i- . - _ Monday, July 3, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety appointed by 
the ResoTves of the Assembly of Pennsylvania at Phila- 
delphia. Present : 

Benjamin Franklin, Esq., Owen Biddle, Robert Mor- 
ris, Robert White, Samuel Morris, Jr., Andrew Allen, 
John Cadwalader, Thomas Wharton, Jr., George Ross: 

On motion, 1. Resolved unanimously, That Benjamin 
Franklin, Esq., be chosen President. 

2. Resolved, That William Govett be Clerk, and that 
he engage~~not to disclose the Proceedings of this Commit- 
tee without leave. 

3. Res olved , That Colonel John Cadwalader and. Mr. 
Samuel Morns, Jr., do provide patterns of Muskets, Bayo- 
nets, Cartridge Boxes, and Knapsacks, to be sent to the 
different Counties . 

4. Reso lved, That the barrels of the Muskets be three 
feet eight inches in length, well fortified, the bore of suffi- 
cient size .to7carfy"sevehteen Balls to the pound ; the Bayo- 
nets sixteen inches long. 

5. Resolved, That Messrs. Robert Morris, Robert 
While, and Thomas Wharton, Jr., do with the utmost ex- 
pedition procure" any quantity of Powder and Saltpetre in 
their power;" 

Tuesday, July 4, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety. Present : 
Benjamin Franklin, Robert White, Andrew Allen, 
Daniel Roberdeau, John Dickinson, George Ross, Robert 
Morris, TItomas Wharton, Jr., Samuel Morris, Jr., John 
Cadwalader, Owen Biddle : 

1. Resolved, That _the Committee go to Red Bank to- 
morrow, to take a view of the River and Islands, and that 
the following gentlemen be requested to attend, viz: Luke 
Morris, Oswell Eve, John Wharton, Thomas Penrose, 
Major ^Nicholas, Thomas Hanson, Peter Reeve. 

2. Resolved, That Mr. Owen Biddle wait on the Corn- 
inissionersriDii Assessors of this County, and desire that 
this Committee . may have a Conference with them on 
Thursday morning nexj at 6 o'clock. 

3. Resolved, That this Committee meet every day at 
six o'clock, A. M., Sundays excepted. 

4. Resolved, That if any Member shall think it neces- 
sary to caE an Extraordinary Meeting, that he do it by 
giving the Clerk directions to give the Members proper 
notice. .;_! _.!.: '.„,... 

5. Resolved, That the Committee for providing Powder 
and Saltpetre, do procure at the same time two thousand 
stand of good Fire- Arms. 

6. Resolved, That Doctor Franklin be requested to 
procure a _n__el of a Pike, to be produced to the Com- 
mittee at their next meeting. 

tqt&jf&B* £. <■-. Thursday, July G, 1775. 

At a meeting )flhe Committee, of Safety. Present: 

Benjamin FiunkJin, George Ross, Robert Morris, Tho- 
ihas Wharton d Jr. Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Biddle, George 
Gray, Robut White, Samuel Morris, Jr., John Cadwala- 
der: ..,._, - .""".■ 

The Committee, agreeable to the first Resolve of the 
4th instant, wen! to Red Bank, Mud or Fort Island, , and 
viewed them an! several parts of the River, and find .'the 
Channel ftpm the Fort to the Bar to be one hundred and 
fifty fathoms, ort lereabouts; and report that it is at present 
impracticable Joldjr a Boom across that part of the River. 

1. Resolved, TIiat._Me.ssrs. Robert White and Owen 
Biddle, bcTa Committee for the construction' of Boats and 



Machines for the defence of the River; and. it is recom- 
mended tc i tliemTo employ^ John JFharton, Joseph Marsh, 
Emanuel Eyres, Jacob Miller t Thomas Davis, and Joseph 
Govett. 

2TJlesolved, ThatjColQael DicMnsm, Colonel^ Rober- 
deau, Colonel Cadwalader, and Colonel Ross, be a Com- 
mittee forinspecting into the Ordnance and Military Stores, 
and make such repairs ancTsupply such deficiencies as may 
be thought necessary, and that they report to the Board a 
proper person as an Assistant Commissary of Stores ; and 
that the said Committee provide a model of a Pike or Spear. 

3. Resolved, That Mr. Owen Biddle return the thanks 
of this Board to the author of the written proposals for 
raising and employing a Regiment of Soldiers, and for 
other matters therein contained. 

The Gentlemen that were to provide patterns of Car- 
touch-boxes and Knapsacks, produced the same to this 
Board, and are approved of. 

Friday, July 7, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of. Safety. Present: 
Benjamin Franklin, Samuel Morris~Jr., Capt. Robert 
White, Andrew Allen, Daniel Roberdcau, Thomas Whar- 
ton, Jr., John Cadwalader, Owen Biddle, George Gray : 

1. Resolved, That Mr. John Wharton Immediately pro- 
cure materials, and make preparations for building a Boat 
or Calevat, and That ne exhibit a rm^eTj_rone_M-;jnorrow 
morning, when he will have further instructions for the con- 
straclion of one. 

2. Resolved, That Mr. Owen Biddle give~the thanks 
of this Board to Mr. Louis Nicholas, for his plan delivered 
the Committee this day. ~ ~ 

-■ ■-■ ^ Saturday, July 8, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety. Present : 
Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Wharton, Jr., Andrew Al- 
len, Daniel Roberdeau, George Gray, Robert White, Sam- 
uel Morris, Jr., Owen Biddle: _ _ 

A model of a Pike-staff was produced, and one ordered 
to be made. 

1. Resolved, That Mr. John Wharton immediately build 
a Boat or Calevat of forty-seven; or fifty feet keeT, thirteen 
feet broad, and four and a half feet deep. 

2. Resolved, That Mr. Owen Biddle apply to_Stej>hen 
PaschaU, and give him directions to make a Pike_agreeable 
to the pattern produced by Doctor Franklin. 

Monday, July 10, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee_of Safety. Present: 
Benjamin Franklin, Francis Johnson, Anthony Wayne, 
Robert Morris, Robert White, Daniel '■ Roberdmu, John 
Cadwalader, Samuel Morriw, Jr., George Gray: 

On application being made by Colonel Roberdcau and 
Colonel Cadwalader, that this Board w_Quld_ take under 
consideiation the expenses incurred by the O fficers of the 
Association ; and the Board not : findmg - tnemsilyes suffi- 
ciently empowered, 

1. Resolved, That thelame be earnestly recrmrrn ended 
to the consideration of the Commissioners and Assessors of 
the several Counties of this Province.! .' ___ 

2. Resolved, That Emanuel Eyres immediacy build a 
Boat agreeable to the model produced byjhim this_day. 

~\' r . '.'_ Tueslay, Jurf__7 1775." 



At a meeting of the Committee of Safety. Present : 
Benjamin Franklin, Francis Johnson, George Ross, 
Robert Morris, Robert White, T)u'en~Bid3le, jGeprge 
Gray, John Cadwalader, Thomas Wharton, Jr., Samuel 
Morris, Jr., Anthony Wayne:: ; ._________'__ .::______ 

1. Resolved, That Messrs; RoFert WK ite an d ~ Owen 
Biddle do provide a Sail for one gf the B_oats i____.iuil.lin° r 
under their direction. _. ________ 

The Committee appointed for the bmJdingBcJats and 
constructing Machines for the defence of the River, report 
that they have been viewing a number of Pine Logs, which 
they thinT. wilf be proper Tor the service. " 

2. Resolved, Tint the said Committee do purchase the 
above mentioned Loljs. 

The President delivered to Messrs. R'ob c rt ]Vhltc_ and 
Owen Bjddh his order on. Capt. Loxlcy, for such Guiis 
and Miliary Stores as they may haveoccasion for._ 
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Wednesday, July 12, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety. Present : 
Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Wharton, Jr., Daniel Ro- 
berdeau, John Cadwalader, Samuel Morris, Jr., George 
Moss, George Gray: 

George Ross, Esq., produced a motion from the Assem- 
bly of the 30th of June, resolving that the Committee of 
Safety draw an order on their Treasurer in favour of him- 
self and J ames_ Wilson, Esq., for the sum of fifty Pounds 
each, being for Lheir services in attending the Continental 
Congress; which was accordingly done and delivered to 
Mr. Ross, being the President's Draft of this date on Mi- 
chael Hillegas. 

""" " '■' Thursday, July 13, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety. Present : 
Benjamin Franklin, Daniel Roberdeau, Robert White, 
Owen Biddle, Thomas Wharton, John Cadwalader, Sam- 
uel Morris, J un., Robert Morris: 

1. Resolved, That the thanks of this Board be given to 
Mr,_Ebenezer Robinson, for h"is""pTan i for slopping the chan- 
nel of the River Dela ware. 

Friday, July 14, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety. Present : 
Benjamin Franklin, Daniel Roberdeau, Robert White, 
Robert JMorris, Thomas Wharton, Junior, Owen Biddle, 
Samuel Morris, Jun., John Cadwalader, George Gray: 

1. Resolved, That the Board will go down this morning 
and view the ground on which it; is proposed to raise a 
Battery. 

2. Resolved, That Mr. Robert Morris, Messrs. George 
Gray, Samuel Morris, Jun., and Thomas, Wharton, Jun., 
be a Committee to" wait on the Provincial Treasurer, and 
know if a sum of money can be borrowed of him until the 
money of this Board is emitted, ... - 

3. Resolved, That Owen Biddle be directed to procure 
four tons of Grape- Shot. 

Saturday, July 15, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety. Present: 
Benjamin Franklin, DanielRoberdeau, Thomas JVhar- 

ton, Jun., Robert WUic, Robert Morris, John Cadwalader, 

George Gray, Samuel Morris, J unior: 

1. Resolved, That the Committee appointed for build- 
ing Boats and Machines for the defence of "the River, do 
immediately employ all the Carpenters and other workmen 
that they think necessary, for collecting materials for build- 
ing twelve Boatsl(incIuding the two already ordered) and 
as many Machines as may be thought sufficient for the in- 
terruption of thgnnvigation. 

2. Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau, Colonel Cad- 
walader, and Mr .^Samuel Morris, Jun., be requested to go 
to JSiew-Jerscy ana\conyerse with such principal inhabitants 
as they think proper; and to know if the inhabitants would 
assist this Provineein the defence of the River, and in what 
maimer.: ~ ~ :; . ... . . 

3. Resolved, That a Guard be appointed to lake proper 
care of the Artillery and other "Military Stores deposited in 
the State-House and yard. 

Monday, July 17, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety. Present: 

Benjamin Franklin,, Anthony Wayne, Daniel Rober- 
deau, Robert Whlfe^ Ow en \ BiMe, Sctnmel Monis, Jun., 
Robert Morris, George Gray, John Cadwalader : 

1. Resolved, That Captain Henry Dougherty be ap- 
pointed to the coTTjnrand of one of the Boats^now building 
and that CaptainT^o/m Rice be appointed to the command 
of one other of the Boats now building. 

Colonel Daniel Roberdeau reports to the Board, that 
there are ^proper guards appointed, agreeable to the third 
Resolve ofthe 15th instant. 

The Comnnttee appointed bythe second Resolve of the 
15th insjant, report, that they went to the Jerseys, and 
conversed with many of the inhabitants, who seem wjjling 
to give every assistance in theirjower ; that they will hn- 
niediajely furnish some Logs foLbuildmg the Machines for 
the obstruction oFTEe navigation"; and that llhey propose to 
man one or two oTthe Boats for. the defence of the River; 
and that some of the gentJemenjviH, in a few days, attend 
this Board, 



Captain Tench Francis and Captain-Lieut. Bache made 
application to this Board for thirty or forty rifle-barrel Guns, 
for a number of men in their Company who have not Rifles, 
Deithercan they afford to purchase them. 

2. Resolved, That Mr. Robert Morris be requested to 
apply to Captain Tench Francis and Captain-Lieutenant 
Bache, to assist him in providing eighty good Rifles, for 
the use of the Boats now building, a part of which are to 
be put into the hands of such men as Captain Francis, for 
this County, and Colonel Wayne, of Chester County, may 
engage to go as Minute-men on board the Boats, when re- 
quired. 

Tuesday, July 18, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety. Present: 
Benjamin Franklin, Francis Johnson, Daniel Rober- 
deau, Oiven Biddle, Anthony Wayne, JoKn Cadwalader, 
Robert Morris, Samuel Morris, Jun., George Gray: 

]._ Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau be ^ requested to 
wait on the Physicians of the Hospital, and desire they 
would inform this Board what Medicines and necessaries 
there may be occasion for for the six hundred "men" that are 
to be employed on board the Boats; and that they be de- 
sired further to inform this Board if it wouTrTbe necessary to 
procure from abroad a supply of any Medicines that may pos- 
sibly be wanted in the service_on land for the Assocjators. " 

2. Resolved, That Colonel C 'a dwajader "and Owen Bid- 
dle be desired to apply to the City Committee, and ac- 
quaint them that this Board is willing to take^into their 
care such Gunpowder as said Committee: mayTTow have in 
their possession ; and that this CommiUeT will repay them 
for the purchase of the same. ~ L ; 

3. Resolved, That Thomas Savage be employed to take 
care of the Cannon and Military Stores in the daytime, or 
until he is relieved by the guard to be placed for that pur- 
pose. .."-" .~._~ ~ " """" " ' 1. 

Wednesday, Tuly 19, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety. Present: 

Benjamin Franklin, Daniel Roberdeau, Thom as Whar- 
ton, Jun., Richard Reily, Samuel Morris, Jan., Francit 
Johnson, John Cadwalader, Owen Biddle, Robert White, 
George Gray, Anthony Wayne: 

Captain Robert White reported, that~Ee sent ~g "person 
to the Jerseys to know what number of Logs the inhabi- 
tants would supply this Board with, whobrought with him 
a list of the following gentlemen, who generously gave the 
number of Logs mentioned opposite their names, viz: 

Benjamin Whit will, 55 logs : John Wood, 20 : Nathan 
Kinsey, 10: Richard Johns, 50, or more;: David Paul, 
20: Joseph Low, 30: James Brown, 10: Joseph Ward, 
10: Joshua Hopper, 15: Isaac Hopper, \6 : Levi Hop- - 
per, 15: James Wood, 10: Joseph Tat em, 1: Charles 
West, 40.— 296 logs. _^_ 

1. Resolved, That the Boat to ie lajrnched by Mr. 
John Wharton, be called the Experiment. 

Friday, July 21, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety. Present : 
George Gray, President for the day; Robert White, 
Samuel Morris, Jun., Richard Retly, Tliomas Wharton, 
Jun., Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Biddle: '■■-■----■-'■■ 

1. Resolved, That Messrs, Thomqt Wharton , Tun., and 
Samuel Morris, Jun., be appointed a Committeejo inquire 
after a quantity of Saltpetre and damagedjGun powder, said 
to be in the hands of the family of tbellate ~ SimonBoerum, 
of Long Island ; and should they have any "quantity of 
either article, the said Committee are desired to procure it. 

As it is necessary immediately to procure" such workmen 
as may forward the completing "the Fire- Arms that may be 
wanted ; 

2. Resolved, That Thomas Wharton, Junior, Samuel 
Morris, Jun., and George Gray, be a Committee for that 
purpose:; and that they apply to James "Pearson, ..... 
Tomlinson, and . ... Wiley, and know if they can be 
engaged to advantage; and that they acquaint them that 
this Board will give them proper en~cowa~geTTfe~rnT ~ 

3. Resolved, That this Committee' funjish thejnnabi- 
tants of Gloucester County with two Teams, to assist them 
in bringing Logs down to the different landing places, for 
the use of this Committee ; and that Mr. Samuel Morris 
be desired to procure and send them over Immediately, 
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. Saturday, July 22, 1775. p ; n t out what Medicines may be best imported from Hol- 

At a meetTnjfbf the Committee of Safety. Present: land and Cadiz, and what may be purchased with conve- 

Benjamin Franklin, Daniel Roberdeau, Robert Morris, niency in this City; and that Mr. Robert Morris undertake 

Robert White, John Cadwalader, Samuel Morris, Junior, to import such Medicines as may be pointed out to be im- 

George Ross, George G ray ,' Owen Biddle : ported from Holland and Cadiz, in the most expeditious 

* Resolved, That a Messenger be sent to Joel Ferree, of manner. 

Lancaster tToimxf, with a Letter from this Committee, re- Doctor Franklin delivered to. this Board a Letter from 
questing himlnfmedTately to complete the Guns wrote for Captain John MacPherson, offering his services: for the 
as paftefnsTand to know how many he can furnish of the defence of this Country, for which Doctor Franklin is de- 
same kmdyiind^rwfiat price. sired to return the thanks of this Board to Captain Mac- 

T ... ..-.—-f^^^-————.. .~_. . Pherson. 

„,,; ,•:„ - v . Monday, July 24, 1775. % Resolved, That the Resolves of the Continental Cpn- 

At a meeting ofthe Committee of Safety. Present : gress, of the 18th of July instant, be entered on the Min- 

Benjamin Franklin, Daniel Roberdeau, Thomas Whar- utes of this Board; which are the following : 
ton, 'Jun., Sanmel Morris, Jun., Owen Biddle, John Cad- „ In Conj , rc8Bi j u j„ yg ( 1775, 

■walader ,~R~ob~ert White, Robert Morris, George Gray: ,. v 7 j rri . •. u j j*""*u ■ 1 u-. . 

f- ■« '-mn.1— T _„ r ~. _.. ...-■ " , I 1 ju n 7 "Resolved, That it be recommended to. the inhabitants 

1- 1WM That the Boat to be launched by Emanuel of a] , {he Unhed £ ^ &A ColoniisTn iVor^A America, that 

Eyres, at Kensington, be called the Bull-Dog _ all" able-bodied" effective men, between six teen ^and sixty 

, Mr. Robert ism.it h, carpenter, appeared at this Board „„„ r ■ u r \ ■ ^ . t c ™Vi ™ 1 .„„ 

. >,-,■*** .'aiaKfswc^f. . .* :. > rr_---. --.... . years of age, in each Colony, immediately form themselves 

with a model of a Machine (or obstructing the navigation i . -, ' • ~- tutt.- -,^- -d~ r - ^ . 

■V'r , TR^ L:,H TrT Mri " i' 1 ■ ' j' 1 . ? c into regular companies ol Militia, to consistol one Captain, 

of the River Delaware, and explained the construction o| „ T - . . -c ■ ' " c c _« . r r< 

r ■--;■■ ■■--r- -— — — — ,' r » 'r " :• T . two Lieutenants, one Lnsign, fourJSergeants, four Corpo- 

it ; which was approved of. At the same time he made an . ~ n Y~, ' 1-4 ~ ■ vF j u * ■ . 

' e , . - - r< , ,. , , , . . - , rals, one Clerk, one Drummer, one * ner, and about sixty- 

offer of hi_s_service in attending and overlooking the work- . ■-/ p • J 

men in building the same, gratis, for which this Board °., rp, , ., '^a. > -, n -- ; - .----"■ -1 .1 

■ , , ,-. • 6 , . , ' ,° a- e 1 • • " 1 hat the Officers. 01 each Company be chosen by the 

thanked mm, andaccepted the oner of his services. 'y"~"C ' "' " '- '" - 

2. Resolved, That Capt. Charles Alexander be appoint- .\m, \ , u ,,. ' , c ■ ,~ r • 1 J -\r \ \ 
, . -_■__>_ ... .' , ■„ ,-'[" r, it t\ r 1 hat each Soldier be furnished "with a good Musket 

ed to th e command of the boat called the Bull-Dog. . - - . 1T - u n : '-I-u"^u" -■"-—■» ■. — 1 ; .r 

o "w — i^ — 7 rT»i ~r~.i '•'" r> 1 ■-—■■•'■ -v;- * that will carry an ounce ball, with a bayonet, steel ramrod, 

3. Resolved, lhat this Board meet at Kensington to- . .' . rv w c^j vt :-'.-■.- "---~",jt- ' 

/ -;■ ' .1 , , , ' " " , .1 P 1 c worm, priming-wire, and brush fitted thereto; a cutting- 

moTrow morning rHt eleven o clock, to attend the launch ol ,' r . b . t : ■ j ■-— r - 1 -—^ . ^rr- -"--'f-?-- 

, h .Tm. u !?■ 7 f j ".u ' . .1 r sword, or tomahawk ; a cartridge-box that will contain 

the Boat built by Emanuel Eures: and that they go from ^ A ' , j r . -j ■- — 1 t a' z -.— j 

Ii.' "' r 3rr .. /-17 > j.i,""u'ij n'j twenty-three rounds of cartridges, and twelve Hints ; and a 

thence li rsaid boat to Gloucester, and there hold a Board. , J , ° ' --— > 

"That the Companies be formecT mto Regiments or 

Wednesday, July 2G, 1775. Battalions, officered with a Colonel^ LTeuteriam^oTonel, 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety, at Kensing- t w.o_Majors, an Adjutant or Quartermaster^ 
ton. Present!. .__ " That all Officers above the rant of" a Captain be ap- 

Benjamin Franklin, Owen Biddle, Robert White, Dan- p ; nte d by their respective Provincial Assemblies ja- Cop- 

iel Roberdeau, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Morris, ven jions, or. in their recess, by the CommjtteeroT Safety 

Jun., George Ross, William Thompson, Anthony Wayne, app^ed by said Assemblies or Conventions. " j 
Francis Johnston, John Cadwalader, George Gray, Robert u Tha t _ all Officers, be _c.oramissiQn_ed_by the Provincial 

Morns. Assemblies or Conventions, or, in" their recess, by the Com- 

Fmani^j:yres, the builder of the Boat called the Bull- m \ ttees f Safety appointed by said'AsserabJies or Con ven- 

Dog, not being able to launch her yesterday, she was this tions. 

da T lay "pMi_ and the Members of the Committee of «That"all the Militia take proper care" to acrraire mili- 

Safety there present embarked on board, said boat, and tafy s kill, and be well prepared for defence, by being each 

wm toMoucestej-, but found it inconvenient to hold a man prov ided with one pound of good Gunpowder, and 

Board there^ _ four pounds of Ball ntied to his gun. " ~ 

of the. Militia in every _Colony 



Thursday, July 27, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety. Present : 

BenjamwFranldin, Francis Johnston, Anthony Wayne, 
Owen BldMe, Robert White, Daniel Roberdeau, John 
Cadwalader, Thomas Wharton, Junior, Samuel Morris, 
Jr,. Robe rt Morris , George Gray. 

Upon application _of James Pearson and Wiley, the 
Commift ee"cons?rit to advance them the sum of two hun- 
dred Pounds, they giving good security for the repayment 
of said sumjn good Gun-Barrels, of their own manufac- 
tory. 

The C om m itte e appointed by the first Resolve of the 
21st of July, report, that there is no Gunpowder in the 
hands of thejgmily of the late Simon Boerum, and but 
little Saltpetre, which they purpose manufacturing them- 
selves. ^ ' 
' Mr. Natliamel Jriih presented a Boat or Gondola for 
the inspection of this Committee. 

Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Wharton return him the 
thanks of thi^ Board, much commending his ingenuity and 
attention to the publick safety. 

Friday, July 28, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety. Present : 

Benjamin Franklin, Owen Biddle, Andrew Allen, 
Robert Morris, Anthony Wayne, J ohiCadwalader, George 
Gray: 

Agreeable to the first Resolve ofthe 18th of July, Col. 
Roberdeau delivered to this Board two lists of Medicines 
received frojTiJheJ?hysicians ofthe Hospital; upon which 
it is 

] . ,iJeWucaJ That. Mr. Robert Morris wait on Mr. 
Robert Bass with said lists, and request that he would 



That one-fourth part 
be selected for Minute-men, of s.uch persons who are wil- 
ling to enter into this necessary service, formed into Com- 
panies or Battalions, ancT their Officers chosen an37 commis- 
sioned as aforesaid, to be ready ori the shortest notice to 
march to any place where their assistance. may be required 
for the defence _of their wn or ^neighbouring Colony. 
And as these. Minute-men may eventually be called to ac- 
tion before the whole body of the Milltianare sufficiently 
trained, it is recommended that a more particular and dili- 
gent attention be paid to their inslructioron military dis- 
cipline. 

" That such of the Minute-menUis desire hbe relieved 
by new draughts as aforesaid, from the whole body of the 
Militia, once in four months.. ,... . 

.".As .there are some people who, .from, religious princi- 
ples, cannot bear arms in any case, this Congressintend no 
violence to their conscience's, but earnestly recdirnnend it 
to them to contribute. liberally, nr this tirne of un iversal 
calamity, to the relief Lo.f. their distressed brethren in the 
several Colonies, and to do all other services to. their op- 
pressed Country which they can, constitently wiih their 
religions principles, ._ ~ \ Z 

" That it beTecommended to the Assemblies .or Conven- 
tions in the respective Colonies, to provide, as soon as pos- 
sible, sufficient stores of Ammunition for _f heir Colonies ; 
also, that they devise proper means for furnishing with Arms 
such effective men as are poor and unable to furnish them- 
selves. 

" That it be. recommended to each Colony to appoint a 
Committee of Safety to superintend and direct all matters 
necessary for the security and defence "of their "respec- 
tive Cqjbnies, in the recess of their Assemblies or Con- 
ventions. 
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" That each Colony, at their own expense, make such 
provision, by armed vessels or otherwise, as their respective 
Assemblies, Conventions, or Committees of Safety shall 
judge expedient and suitable to their circumstances and 
situations, for the protection of their harbours and navi- 
gation on their sea-coasts against all unlawful invasions, 
attacks, and depredations from cutters and ships-of-war. 

" That it be recommended to the makers of Arms for 
the use of the Militia, that they make good substantial 
Muskets, with barrels three feet and a half in length, that 
will carry an ounce ball, and fitted with a bayonet and steel 
ramrod ; and that the making such Arms be encouraged in 
these United Colonies. 

" Where in any Colony a Militia is already formed, un- 
der regulations approved of by the Convention of such 
Colony, or Tiy such Assemblies as are annually elective, 
we refer to the discretion of such Assembly or Convention 
either to adopt the foregoing Regulations, in the whole or 
in part, or to continue their former, as they, on considera- 
tion of all circumstances, shall think best. 

" A true copy from the Minutes : 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

Resolved, That the following Advertisement be publish- 
ed in the different Newspapers in this City: 

Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, July 28, 1775. 

Whereas, the Continental Congress have, by their Re- 
solves of jhe ..1.0th .instant, recommended that all Officers 
above the rank of a Captain be appointed by their respec- 
tive Provincial Assemblies or Conventions, or, in their 
recess, by the Committees of Safety appointed by said 
Assemblies or Conventions : 

The . Committee id* Safety appointed by the Assembly of 
Pennsylvania, do ..tljerefore request the Committees of the 
City and Libertles_ of Pliiladelphia, and of the several 
Counties of this .Province, to make a return to the Com- 
mittee of Safety at Philadelphia, of all the Officers of 
the Military Association, in" order that Commissions may 
be made out for them, agreeable to the above Resolves of 
the Continental Congress. And the several Committees 
are further requested to make a return to the Committee of 
Safety of the number of the Associators, and also of the 
Non-Associators within their respective Districts. 

By order of the Committee : 

B. Franklin, President. 

Saturday, July 29, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety. Present : 
Benjamin Franklin, Samuel Morris, Junior, Andrew 

Allen, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Daniel Robcrdeau, John 

Cadwalader, Robert White, Owen Biddle: 
The gentlemen of this Committee who went to view 

the River with some of the Committee of Gloucester 

County, report, that the Committee of said County were 



entirely satisfied with the propriety of fixing the frames 
opposite the upper end of Hog Island, in preference to 
Billingsport. 

Monday, July 31, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety . Present : 

Benjamin Franklin, Samuel Morris, Junior, Thomas 
Wharton, Junior, Robert Morris, Andrew Allen, Robert 
White, Owen Biddle. ___:.__ 

Mr. William Bigland waited on the HoarJ witETdraugbt 
of a Rowing-Wheel, which he proposed to have TTxed to 
the Provincial Row-Boats. 

Colonel Roberdem is desired to rejurnhjinjhe _.tb_apks . 
of this Board for his communication. 

Messrs. Robert Morris, Robert White, and Thomas 
Wharton, Junior, are desired to borrow of ihe_ Wardens of 
the Port such a sum of Money as the Wardens can lend 
them, for the use of this Committee ; anifthe. Board will 
give them sufficient security for the .repayment of it. 

The form of a Commission for trie Officers of the Mili- 
tary Association, was produced and approved, being as 
follows: "11 _."."_"_".". 

In Committee of Safety. 

To ■■-- : 

The honourable Continental Congress having recom- 
mended, in their Resolves of the 18th of July, 1775, that, 
in the recess of the Provincial Conventions or Assemblies, 
the Officers of the Military Associations for the defence of 
American liberty should receive their commfesions .from the 
respective Committees of Safety appointed by the said 
Assemblies or Conventions : In pursuance .thereof, we, 
reposing especial trust and confidence In your patriotism, 
valour, conduct, and fidelity, do, by these presents, consti- 
tute and appoint you to be of .the .,., .Bat- 
talion, in the County of . . ... /associated for the 
defence of the liberties of America, and for repelling any 
hostile invasion thereof. You are therefore carefully and 
diligently to discharge the duty of . .... , by doing and 
performing all manner of things thereunto belonging. And 
we do earnestly recommend to all officers und soldiers un- 
der your command, to be obedient to yonr oideis_as . . . . 
And you are to observe and follow such orders and direc- 
tions as you shall receive from the Assembly or Provincial 
Conventions during their sessions, or from this or a future 
Committee of Safety for this Province, or any other your 
supefiour Officers, according to the rules and discipline of 
war, in pursuance of the trust reposed in you. This Com- 
mission to continue in force until revoked by the Assembly 
or Provincial Convention, or by this .or .'.'any succeeding 
Committee of Safety. 

By order of the Committee. 

Mr. Hulings sent a model of a Boat; which was ap- 
proved of; and Captain White is desired to return the 
thanks of this Board to Mr. Hulings for the same. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety at the City- 
Hall of the City of New-York, on Tuesday, the eleventh 
day of July, 1775, at nine o'clock, A. M., Present: 
For the Citt and County or New-York, Peter Van 

Brugh Livingston, Colonel McDougaU, Colonel 

Lispenard, Abraham Brasher. 
For Ulster County, Egbert Dumond, Christopher 

Tappen. 
For Dutchess. County, Jonathan Landon, Ephraim 

Payne. 
For Orange County, David Pye. 
For Suffolk County, Abraham Brasher. 
For King's. County, Henry Williams. 
For Rjchmonjj ,Q<?unty, Richard. Lawrence. 
For Queen's County, Colonel McDougaU. 
For Tryon County, Peter V. B. Livingston, John 

Marlett. 

The Committgg unanimously elected Henry Williams, 
Esquire, Chairman. :....' 

A Letter, from . General Wooster was read, and is in the 
Words following, viz : 

Fourth Series. — Vol. ii. 1 



. " Camp near New- York, July 11," 1775. 
" Sir : Peter Herring, the man who last night assisted in 
conveying on board the Asia, man-of-war, one of the pri- 
soners sent here by the Continental Congress, is now under 
guard at our camp. I would beg the inimeuTateladvice of 
the Committee of Safety concerning what is test to be 
done with him. His brother is willing and desirous that 
he should be sent away somewhere, that he may be out of 
the way of the enraged people. Some have proposed 
that he be sent on board of the Asia; others think it best 
to have him sent to Connecticut with Govemoar _:Skene, 
who will go off as soon as this matter can'te determined. 
I hope, therefore, to be assisted with your advice as speed- 
ily as possible, and am, Sir, your humble servant, 

" DavtS* Wooster. 
"Peter V.B. Livingston, Esquire." 

Thereupon, an Order to General Wooster was made in 
the words following, to wit : ' 

Sir: Immediately on the receipt of this you are required 
to send the body of Peter Herring, under safe and secure 
guard, before the Committee of Safety, at the City-Hall 
of the City of New- York, for which this shall be a suffi- 
cient warrant. By order of the Committee of Safety. 

12 
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' An Answer to General Wooster's Letter was read and 
approved, and is in the words following, to wit : 

A~i£i' M,Sompitte^ of Safety, New-York, July 11, 1775. 

% SiR:,Wej%jnjtant .received your favour, and took the 
s ^ClalalCMsid£ii,tion, . We think it highly neces.sary 
l hQM&\Msm n g should be brought before = us, in order'to 
be examined .touching his accomplices, for which purpose 
*l kyiJp!a§fii-Sn. Order of .this Board. We are, Sir, 
your humble servants. 

To Pj? a J^)JP?wd.lt J > ? i ! er ) at the Camp. 

P. S. If there are any witnesses, please to send them also. 

Ordered, That a copy of said Letter and Order be 
signed by the Chairman, and sent immediately. 

A Letter from Guysbert Schenck and Dirck Brinker- 
b°ff, Esquires, of Dutchess County, two of the members 
of:t.hfi,ErQvincial n Congress, bearing date the 5th instant, and 
also a recommendation from many others of the respecta- 
ble freeholders^ of _Dutchess County, of which Cornelius 
Adnance is one, recommending Andrew Teller Lawrence 
for Second Lieutenant, in the stead of the said' Cornelius 
Adnance,_ who declines the service, were read, and filed. 

Agreed, That the said Andrew Teller Lawrence is ap- 
proved of as Second Lieutenant in the Company of Troops 
to. be uflderthe command of Captain Lewis Dubois, and 

■ that a Warrant,, for. that purpose shall be made as soon as 
th< ? Warrant granted to the said Cornelius Adriance, on 
l M Z^h Mime Jast, is returned to this Committee, or the 
Provincial Congress. 

A Letter from William Duer, Esquire, to the Provincial 
Congress, dated Fori Miller, June 5, 1775, was read. 

An Answer to the Letter of William Duer, Esq., was 
read, and approved, and is in the words following, to wit : 

Committee of Safety for the Colony of New. York ) 
■-. --'■=.=:, _.-,, y ., ,=.-., r . ,... July 11, 1775. ' \ 

Sir: Wj, are favoured with your letter of the 5th June, 
and are to inform you, that our Provincial Congress, after 
having appointed a Committee of Safety, adjourned for a 
fortnight from this day. When it convenes we doubt not 
they will take into their most mature consideration the 
matters contained in your letter, which we shall lay before 
them. In the mean time we beg leave to assure yon, that 
we highly esteem and approve of your care and vigilance 
in keeping open and protecting the last Court in your 
County. We conceive it to be of the utmost importance 
• that good order be supported, as internal divisions must 
prove injurious to the common cause. We are, with much 
respect, Sir, your most humble servants. 
To William Duer, Esq., one of the Judges of Charlotte. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the Chairman, and transmitted. 

A Le tter Jo|n MUim Marsh, and Samuel Rose, Esqs., 
the Committee of Manchester, in Charlotte County, to the' 
Provincial Congress, dated Manchester, June 28, 1775 
was read., ' 

An Answer to the Jitter of William Marsh and Samuel 
Rose was read, and approved, and is in the words follow- 
ing', to wit : 

Committee of Safety, New- York, July 11, I775. 

Gentleman: The Congress having adjourned for a fort- 
night, and appointed us during their recess a Committee of 
Safety, we have to acknowledge your letter of the 28th 
June, which advises us of the measures that had been 
pursued in order to prevent the holding the courts of jus- 
tice in :yout County. We are happy to find they have 
proved ineffectual, and can assure you, that it is the inten- 
tion of the Congress to assist the Civil Magistrate in the 
exercise; 'of his office and the support of Government, as 
far as may be practicable in our present critical situation. 

■ We have, no doubt but that the Congress will, immediately 
- upon their meeting, enter into a resolution for effect'ino- 

these salutary purposes. We are, Gentlemen, &c. 
To Messrs. William Marsh and Samuel Rose. 



tilus, now at Sandy-Hook, for 4000 pounds bread, 300 
pounds beef, 500 pounds pork, 12 bushels pease, 200 
pounds butter, 200 pounds cheese, and 200 gallons rum, 
you will be pleased to signify your opinion, whether or not 
I shall supply the Provisions, &c, pursuant to the demand. 
I am authorized to assure the honourable Committee that 
the Nautilus is not going to Boston, but to the southward. 

" I am, Gentlemen, your most humble servant, 

- "Abraham Lott. 

"To the Honourable the Committee of the New-York 

Provincial Congress." 

Ordered, That Abraham Lott, Esquire, be at liberty 
to supply the quantities of Provisions and Rum above- 
mentioned to the Ship Nautilus, tor the use of the said 
Ship's company. 

Colonel McDougnll, on behalf of New-York, and as" 
Commissioner for Queen's County, dissents; Mr. Brasher, 
on behalf of New- York, and as Commissioner for Suffolk 
County, dissents. 

A Letter from William Hooper and Joseph Hewes, 
Esquires, was read, and is in the words following, to wit: 

"Philadelphia, June 8, 1775. 

"Sir: The Cpmmittee of the City, a few days ago, 
transmitted to you an original letter from Governour Mar- 
tin to Henry White, Esquire, from the contents of which 
it is very obvious that Governour Martin has formed de- 
signs highly inimical to the friends o( America. Frpm 
authentick information we learn, that he is to receive a 
supply of powder from General Gage via New-York, and 
that he has sent from North-Carolina a cutter well armed 
to receive it. She is a small boat, rigged like a schooner, 
mounts a few swivels, and is commanded by a Mr. Bridges, 
the Lieutenant of the Tqmar, man-of-war; the vessel, we 
believe, was formerly purchased in New- York, by a Cap- 
tain Vollet. We beg your particular care, in case she 
should arrive in your Port, to take the steps you may think 
prudent to secure her and her cargo. She is probably to 
receive the gunpowder from the Asia, or some other man- 
of-war lying in your harbour. ~ L ~ 

" We are, Sir, with great respect, your most obedient 
humble servants, 

"William Hooper, 
"Joseph Hewes." 



W- 



' A Letter Jxom Abraham Lott, Esquire, A<*ent for His 
Majesty's Sbips in this Port, was read, and is In the words 
following, to wit : 

^"^MMiMill^Haying received a demand from John 
Collins, Esquire, Commander of His Majesty's Ship Nau- 



An Answer to the Letter of William Hooper and Jo- 
seph Hewes, Esquires, was read, and approved, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

Committee of Safety, New-York, July 11, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We have received your favour of the 8th 
of the last month, which came to our hands last night. 
Our Congress have adjourned for a fortnight from this day, 
and appointed us a Committee of Safety to act during the 
recess,. We beg leave to assure you, that we will do e°very 
thing in our power relative to the schooner which you have 
described. We are, with much respect, Gentlemen, your 
obedient humble servants. 

To William Hooper and Joseph Hewes, Esquires, Phila- 
delphia. 

Ordered, That a copy be signed" by the Chairman, and 
transmitted. 

A Letter from the Delegates of this Colony at the Con- 
tinental Congress to the Provincial Congress, dated Phila- 
delphia, July 6, 1775, was read. 

A draught of an Answer to the Letter of the. New- York 
Delegates at the Continental Congress was read, and ap- 
proved, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of* New-Vork, ) 

July 11, 1775. ' I 
Gentlemen: The Congress having adjourned for a 
fortnight, and appointed us during their recess a Commit- 
tee of Safety, we have the honour of acknowledging the 
receipt of your letter of the 6th instant. It gives las much 
pleasure to find that our plan of accommodation has been 
favoured with your approbation. 

We are sorry to inform you, that a supply of the article 
which, according to your advice of the 31st June, was to 
have been sent to the Committee of Elizabethtown, has 
not yet been received, and that the want of it previhts our 
answering some very pressing demands from the place for 
which it was ordered to be forwarded, " 
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We meet with many difficulties in carrying into execu- 
tion the Resolutions of your honourable body, from the 
want of money, an inconveniency we hope now soon to be 
relieved from. We are, Gentlemen, yours, &c. 
To the New-York Delegates in Continental Congress. 

A Letter from Governour Trumbull was read, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

" Hartford, July 7, 1775. 

"Sir: I received your letter of the 27th of June last, 
respecting a quantity of a necessary article which was for- 
warded by you. I immediately took care to make the 
necfessary provision for its being sent on the way to the 
place of its destination, where no doubt it has safe arrived 
before this. 

" Mr. James Dean, the bearer of this, is a young gen- 
tleman who has lately returned from a mission among the 
Tribes of Indians in Canada. He appears to have made 
some careful observations of the state of that Country, and 
is able to give some important intelligence. 1 take the 
liberty to recommend* him to your notice, that he may 
communicate his information for your use, 

_ " I am, with great truth^and regard, Sir, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, Jona.'Trumbull. 
" Hon, P. V. B. Livingston." 

An account of the men who went from Manchester to 
Ticonderoga, and of the money expended by Lieutenant 
Joseph Lockwood, was read, and filed, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

"A list of the Men who went from Manchester to Ti- 
conderoga, under the command of Mr. Joseph Lock- 

woob ;---■■■■ 

, , "Nathan Smith ^Sergeant, Christopher Roberts, Josiah 
Brolton, John Roberts, Garmand Bulley, Lemuel Bishop, 
Potter Roberts, Thomas Hyneman, Abel Sawyer, Haynes 
Jerry Beamer, Benjamin Bears, Dan Allen, William 
Dye, Solomon Soaper — for fifteen days' service each man. 
For Cash paid out for expenses the sum of £4 10*. lOd. 
Commanded by me, 

"Joseph Lockwood, Lieutenant. 

" Manchester, June 10, 1775." 

A Letter from Colonel Hinman to the Provincial Con- 
gress, dated Ticonderoga, July 3, 1775, was read. 

A Letter from Elisha Phelps, Commissary at Albany 
for the Connecticut Troops, to the Provincial Congress, 
dated Albany, July 7, 1775, was read. 

A Letter from John N. Bleecker at Albany, dated July 
4, 1775, was received, and read. 

The account of Provisions and Stores, and also the ap- 
pointment of Elisha Phelps, mentioned in Mr. Bleecker's 
Letter, were also read, and filed. 

A Letter from Burnet Miller, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Southampton, was read, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit : 

" Southampton, July 5, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: The Committee of East and Southamp- 
ton, taking into their serious consideration the remote situ- 
ation from Head-Quarters at New-York, and much ex- 
posed to the ravages of our unnatural enemy at this day, 
with regard to our stock in our common field, at the Point 
ot Mon(auck, it being remote from the inhabitants, where 
any number may land, and at pleasure take away our stock, 
which is large, (not less than two thousand neat cattle, and 
three or four thousand sheep,) which, if taken away, would 
greatly distress us, and give them support, which we could 
by no means Ap : j 

" Now^c^idernig our situation, we request your hon- 
ourable House to petition General Schuyler that a number 
of Troops be stationed at Montauck, and that the compa- 
ny now raising here :may be a part, until a matter of more 
importance shall. call them away. We are of the opinion, 
that our inhabitants would do what in them lies to give 
assistance, m case any attempt should be made to take off 
the stock; but the distance of the'inhabitants is eighteen 
or twenty miles; and as Gardner's Island lies adjacent and 
is much exposed, also Shelter Island, Plumb Island, and 
Oyster PondPoini, we think a number of whale-boats 
would be proper to employ, that assistance may be given 
from one part to the other. __ We have a number of boats 



that are_of no use in this season, that might be got for the 
design, if the General should think proper to order Troops 
to this part of the island, which we humbly petition may 
be done, &c. I am, Gentlemen, &c. 

" By order of the Committee: 

" Burnet Miller, Chairman. 
"To the Provincial Congress now sitting at New-York." 

A Letter from Joseph Johnson, an Indian Preacher to 
the Mohegan Tribe, bearing date the fifth day of July, 
instant, was read, and filed. 

A Petition of Samuel Faulkenham and' David Wool- 
haupter, praying to be employed in making Drums and 
Fifes, was read, and filed. . . . 

Peter Herring being brought before the Committee, 
General Wooster charged and accused him of being aiding 
and assisting to one Lundin yesterday evening, in making 
his escape from the confinement he was under by order of 
the Continental Congress; several witnesses were examined 
as to the charge, in the presence of the said Peter Her- 
ring. - ■ - ^= 

Resolved, That it fully appears to this Committee, by 
the testimony of sundry witnesses, as also by the examina- 
tion and confession of Peter Herring, of 'the City of New- 
York, that he, the said Peter Herring, was aiding and 
assisting to one Lundin yesterday evening, in making his 
escape from the confinement he was in by order of the 
Continental Congress; and the said Peter Herring assisted 
him to get on board the Asia, man-of-war, and was the 
means of getting him on board of the said Ship: 

Resolved and Ordered, therefore, That the said Peter 
Herring be sent, under such guard as General Wooster 
shall appoint, to Connecticut, to be there confined in close 
jail at the Continental charge, until he shall be thence dis- 
charged by the Continental Congress." 

A Letter from Henry B. Livingston, Esq., informing 
that he accepts of the warrant sent him for the commission 
of a Captain, and has begun to enlist his men, was read 
and filed. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety, on Wednesday 
the twelfth day of July, 1775. Present: 

For King's County, Henry Williams, Esquire", Chair- 
man and Representative. 

For the City and County of New-York, Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Colonel McDougall, and Colonel 
Lispenard. 

For Dutchess County, Jonathan Landon. 

For Ulster County, Egbert Dumond and Christo- 
pher Tappen. 

For Orange County, David Pye. 

For Suffolk County, Abraham Brasher. 

For Richmond County, Richard Laurence. 

For Queen's County, Colonel McDougall. 

ForTRYON County, Peter Van Brugh Livingston. 

A Letter from Capt. Andrew Billings,^ Poughkeepsie, 
setting forth his having enlisted seventy-two men, arid that 
he waits for directions how to proceed: 

Ordered, That a Letter be wrote apd forwardedto Cap- 
tain Billings, directing him to inform Colonel Clinton of 
the progress he has made, and to put himself and his Com- 
pany under his command, and follow his directions. 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall have such Arms as 
are or may be provided for his Regiment, reduced to the 
length of the King's Muskets, and that he have Steel Ram- 
rods made for such of them as have not already Steel 
Ramrods; and _ .,, i« ,„. 

Ordered, That every Gunsmith in the Cjty of New- 
York, on application to him made for that purpose, do im- 
mediately make such alterations, repairs, and Ramrods for 
the said Muskets as shall be directed by Colonel McDou- 
gall or his order, in preference to any other work or'busi- 
ness whatsoever. 

Ordered, That Mr. Brasher wait on his Worship the 
Mayor of the City of New- York, and request him to get 
a just estimate made of the value of the Muskets and 
Bayonets, the arms of the Corporation of the City of New- 
York, and to have the same delivered to this Committee, 
or the Provincial Congress, in order that so many of them 
as may be appropriated for the use of the Continental 
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Army may hereafter be restored, or the value of them ac- 
counted for to the Corporation. 

Resolved and Ordered, That Mr. Peter T. Curtenim 
be requested to purchase Russia Drilling sufficient to make 
one thousand five hundred Waistcoats, and as many pair of 
Breeches, and nave them made up; and that he also pur- 
chase as much low-priced Linen as will make, three thou- 
sands Shirts, and get that number of Shirts made. That he 
purchase one thousand five hundred Hats, one thousand 
five hundred pair of Shoes, and three^ thousand pair of 
coarse woollen hurhespun knit Hose. That he also pur- 
chase. a. cheap and proper Linen, or other material, suffi- 
cient to make three thousand Cravats. 

Ordered, That Egbert Dumond, Esq., wait on Abra- 
ham Lott, Esq., Treasurer of this Colony, and obtain from 
him an order on the Loan Officers of the County of Ulster, 
for a sum of money now in their hands, to be applied for 
the publick exigences of the Colony, and that Mr. Du- 
mond,, for the present, give his note, or obligation to the 
Treasurer for such order, or the amount of the sum to be 
therein mentioned, until the same shall be repaid, or farther 
security given for the same; and 

Ordered, That Mr. Dumond, when he has received such 
money from the Loan Officers, pay for the Flour which he 
formerly purchased and sent to Albany, and the expenses 
attending the same, and that he expend the residue of the 
said rrroTreyin Flour, and forward the same to Albany ; and 
that Mr. Dumond return an account to the Provincial Con- 
gress of the sum he shall have so received, and of his ex- 
penditures thereof, that the same may be repaid when the 
Continental money shall come to hand. 

ThelCjOLmmittee! adjourned to five o'clock, P. M. 

5to ho. P.M., Wednesday, July 12, 1775. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

For the City and County of New- York, P. V. B. 

Livingston, Col. McDoiigall, Abraham Brasher. 
For Dutchess County, Jonathan Landon. 
For Ulster County, Egbert Dumond. 
For OjRANG_E_CquNTY, David Pye. 
For Siiffolk County, Abraham Brasher. 
For Richmond County, Richard Lawrence.. 
For Queen's County, Colonel McDougall. 
For Tryon County, Peter Van Brugh Livingston. 

Mr. Henry Williams being absent, David Pye, Esquire, 
was unanimously elected Chairman pro tempore. 

Aq answer to the Letter of Colonel Hinman of the third 
instant, was read and approved, and is as follows: 

Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- York, ) 
'■- ■-'■■•' - July 12, 1775. \ 

Sir: We acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the 
third of July instant. In answer thereto, we beg leave to 
inform you that General Schuyler has proceeded to the 
northward. We shall forward a copy of your letter to him 
without, de|ay, and we have the highest confidence, that on 
yourappiication to him he will make every arrangement 
in stationing the Troops at the different posts you mention, 
that ■ wULbJe. for. the general defence of the United Colonies. 

The Troops of this Colony to be forwarded will be fur- 
nished. wJtb_tents,_ We shall pay a particular attention to 
what you"rnintiQn,as to the jetters in custody of any gen- 
tle n^aST who may hereafter obtain a pass from this Congress. 

By order! David Pye, Chairman pro tempore. 

Colonel Hiwnajf. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed 
by the Chairman; pro tempore, and sent by Mr. Moit. 

Ordered, That Mr. Curtenius purchase and send to Al- 
bany, to the care of Elisha Phelps, Commissary at Albany 
for the Connecticut Troops, the following necessaries as 
Hospital Stores, to wit: three quarter casks of Madeira 
. Wine, three quarter casks of Claret, three casks of Raisins, 
to be cased in tight casks, twelve kegs of Oat-Meal, and 
six kegs of Pearl Barley. 

An answer to the Letter of Elisha Phelps, of the seventh 
instant, wasread and approved, and is as follows: 

Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- York, ) 
,::---,--—-:::: . July 19. 1775. \ 

Sir :_ We. have before us your favour of the seventh 
instantj^and are to inform you^ that a quantity of flour 



has been ordered. up to Albany in different parcels, which 
we doubt not will come to your hands in due time. We 
will give the proper orders about the hospital stores, which 
you inform us are not to be obtained in Albany, and have 

them forwarded. _ 

We are, Sir, your humble servants. By order. 
Mr. Elisha Phelps, Commissary at Albany. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the Chair- 
man pro tempore, and sent by Mr, Moit.__ 

A draught of a Letter to the Delegates from this Colony 
at the Continental Congress, was read and approved of, 
and is in the words following : 

Committeo of Safety for the Colony of New-York, ) 

July 12, 1775. \ 

Gentlemen : We beg leave, for your information, \o 
enclose you a copy of the instructions and warrant which, 
we have given to the officers employer) in raising our troops. '- 
We have formed an arrangement of the three thousanif 
men (exclusive 7 of the Green Mountain Boys) which the 
Continental Congress have ordered us to raise into four 
battalions, of seven hundred and fifty men each, including 
their officers, and would be glad to be informed what their 
pay is to be. We are at a loss about [His. matter, because 
the accounts we have of the pay of the Colonies of Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode-Island, differ, so as to 
reduce us to an uncertainty, which we could wish to have 
removed. We think, with submission, it would have a 
tendency to promote the service if our, levies, could be 
informed of the quantum of their pay. We have reason 
to believe that the four battalions will b.e completed soon, 
but are sorry to inform you that we have no powder for 
them when raised. We are yours, &c. 

To the New-York Delegates at the Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy be signed by the Chairman, and 
transmitted by the first opportunity. 

Ordered, That Mr. Curtenius be requested, from time 
to time, to purchase such quantities of Straw for the use. 
of the Troops of Colonel McDougalVs Regiment, as Col. 
McDougall may think necessary; 

A draught of an answer to tbeXetter. oTBurnet Miller, 
Chairman of the Committee of East and Southampton, 
was read and approved of, and is in the words following, 
to wit: 

Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- York, ) 

July 12, 1775- \ 

Gentlemen: We are favoured with your letter dated 
Southampton /the fifth instant, signed By Mr. Miller, Chair- 
man of the Committee of East and Southampton, and are 
to inform you that we will forward a copy of the same to 
Major-General Schuyler, to wbose consideration we must 
refer your request. ■ - - 

We are, with much respect, gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient humble servants. By order. - : 

To the Committee of East and Southampton. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the Chair- 
man and transmitted, _.._. 

The Committee adjourned to nine, o'clock to-morrow 
morning, Thursday. 

Thursday, 9 ho. A^M., July 13,1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

For King's County, Henry Williams, Esq., Chairman 
and Commissioner, :~: 

For the City and County of New-York, Peter Van 
Brugh, Livingston, Colonel McDougall, Abraham 
Brasher, and Isaac Low, Joseph HaJlctt, Jacobus 
Van Zandt, James Beckman, Samuel Verplanck, and 
John Van Cor ilandt. „. - 

For the City and County, of Albany; Gouverncur 
Morris. ' ; ^~=- j --•—.—_ 

For Ulster County, Egbert Dumond, 

For Dutchess County, Jonathan JLandon. 

For Orange County, .David Pye. 

For Suffolk County, Abraham Brasher. 

For Westchester County, Gouverneur Morris, 

For Richmond County, Richard Lawrence. 

For Queen's County, Colonel McDougall. 

For Tryon County, Peter Van Brugh Livingston. 
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A Letter from Stephen Ward and Joseph Dralce, inform- 
ing that Nehemiah Marshall, nominated a Second Lieuten- 
ant in Westchester County, had declined the service, and 
recommending Samuel Tredwell Pell in his stead, was read 
and filed, with the Warrant formerly issued. 

Ordered, That a Warrant be made out for the said Sam- 
uel Tredwell Pell, in the place and stead of the said Ne- 
hemiah Marshall. 

Colonel McDougall applied to the Committee for an 
order to Mr. Curtenius to furnish the following articles for 
the Armourers of the First Regiment, viz : one hundred 
and fifty Steel Rods; one hundred and fifty Bell Pipes; 
twelve pound of Sheet Brass ; one pound of Borax; four 
dozen of different sorts of Files ; six Rasps ; four pound 
of Emory ; six pound of Glue ; twenty-five pound of Steel ; 
two pound of Binding Wire ; twenty-five pound of Iron ; 
two pound of Spelter Solder; one Glue Pot; one Grind- 
stone and one Oil-stone ; two small Hand-Vices ; six pound 
of coarse Wire ; one small Screwplate and Taps. 

Ordered, That Mr, Peter T. Curtenius purchase the 
before-mentioned articles, and furnish or deliver them to 
Colonel McDougall or his order. 

A Letter from llezckiah Howell, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Cornwall Precinct, giving information that Ste- 
phen Howell, of that Precinct, who was appointed a Second 
Lieutenant, had declined the service, was read ; and a Let- 
ter from the said Stephen Howell, declaring his resignation 
of his Warrant, was .also read and filed. And the said 
Committee of Cornwall Precinct, by their Letter, having 
warmly recommended Jonas Bellows to be a Second Lieu- 
tenant in. the place of the said Stephen Howell, 

Resolved and Agreed, That a Warrant be signed by the 
President of this Congress and delivered to the said Jonas 
Bellows, for Tils use,^a~s soon as the Warrant to Stephen 
Howell is returned. 

A Letter from Walter Spooner, Chairman of a Com- 
mittee at Springfield, Massachusetts-Bay, dated Spring- 
field, July 3, 1775, was read. 

A draft of a Letter to Major-General Schuyler, to cover 
a copy of Colonel Hinman's Letter, was read and ap- 
proved ; and is in the words following, to wit : 

Committee of Safety for the Colony of New. York, ) 
..,..: .... _____ 4 _ . July 13, 177-5. £ 

Sir: We beg leave to enclose you a copy of a letter 
from Colonel Hinman, which was received yesterday. We 
have, in substance, by our answer, informed him that we 
would forward a copy of his letter to you, and that we 
have the highest confidence that, on his application, you 
will make every arrangement in stationing the Troops at 
the different posts mentioned in his letter, that would be 
for the general defence of the United Colonies. 

We. are, Sir, your obedient servants. By order, &c.. 
To Major General Schuyler. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the Chair- 
man, and, together with a copy of Colonel Hinman's Let- 
ter, be transmitted by the first Conveyance. 

Alderman Matthews and Alderman Brewerton applied 
to the Committee, and delivered a Letter from Captain 
Vandeput, of His Majesty's Ship Asia, to Governour 
Tryon, complaining that one of his Boats is brought on 
shore, and the crew detained prisoners; and the Committee 
being informed that the boat's crew are prisoners in Gen. 
Wooster's camp, and also that His Majesty's Store near 
Hudson's River was broken open during last night, and 
divers effects^ carried away from thence by violence, 

Ordered, That Samuel Verplanck, Isaac Low, and 
Gouvejnmr Morris, Esquires, be a Sub-Committee from 
this Committeejo waifpn Gen, Wooster, in order to make 
inquiry", and to receive information on those subjects ; and 
also to give such directions therein as they shall think pro- 
per, that right may be done without delay. 

Thereupon a draught of a Letter to General Wooster 
was read, and approved, and is as follows: 

Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- York, ) 

July 13, 17.75. \ 

Siht: Complaint has been made to our Board that a boat 
belonging to His Majesty's Ship Asia, has been drawn on 
shore," and the boat's crew detained as prisoners at your 
camp; and also that His Majesty's store-house near Hud- 



son's River was, during last night, broke open and divers 
effects carried away from thence by violence ; it is alleged 
that some of the troops under your commanfT have teen 
concerned in both those acts. We have, therefore appoint- 
ed Samuel Verplanck, Isaac Low, and Gouverneur Mor- 
ris, Esqrs., a Committee from our Board, to wait on you, 
in order to make inquiry, and receive information on those 
subjects, and also to give such directions therein as they 
shall think proper, that right may be done without delay. 
We are, Sir, your humble servants. Tty order of the 
Committee. 

To Major General Wooster. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the Chair- 
man, and delivered to the Sub-Committee. 

Doctor Samuel Bard, at hiy request, was admitted, and 
informed the Committee that he had received some dis- 
agreeable language from some of his fellow-citizens for 
receiving and attending the sick Mariners from His Majes- 
ty's Ships, and requested to know whether it is the sense 
of this Committee that his acting as Physician for the sick 
Mariners is inconsistent with the conduct and duty of a 
good citizen under the present circumstances of this Co- 
lony. Doctor Bard further declared, that he had been par- 
ticularly careful not to receive any patients from the Ships 
with any infectious disorders. Bu^ that if it is the sense 
of this Committee that he ought not to attend such sick 
Mariners, he is ready to resign his office. 

Resolved, That Dr. Bard's conduct is fully consistent with 
the conduct and duty of a good citizen ; and he is requested 
not to suffer any patient to be brought into his Hospitalwith 
any infectious disorders, particularly the small-pox. 

Mr. Low, from the Committee s who waitedon General 
Wooster, reported, that General Wooster informed them 
that the matter of complaint relating to the boat and boat's 
crew belonging to the Ship Asia, had arose through some 
mistake of the master of the Connecticut ar med Schooner. 
That he had ordered the Boat to be restored, and sent a 
party to put her in the water, and that the boat's crew he 
had discharged as soon as he heard of thejr.bejng detained. 
That as to the effects brought to his^ camp last night, he 
had ordered them to be taken care of, and that they are 
preserved under a guard; that they were brought there by 
gome persons without his knowledge or directions ; that one 
Brasher informed him that Col. Ritzcma .had desired him 
to receive and protect those effects ; ¥ndnhere(bre fie had 
set a guard over them, and they were ready to be delivered 
to the owner, or to the order of this Committee. 

The Recorder and Aldermen Brewerton and Matthews, 
were called in, and they informed the'Committee that the 
Boat belonging to the Asia, man-of-war, is burnt. 

Whereupon the Committee ma'dejhe foJJQwing Order: 

Whereas, information hath been given to this Committee 
by some of the Civil Magistrates of tbeJTity o'tNew- York, 
that an attack was made without provocation upon a Boat 
belonging to His Majesty's Ship Asia, and the Boat wan- 
tonly destroyed; and also that the house and store of Mr. 
Francis Stephens have been violently broker i open and 
robbed of private property, and military stores taken from 
thence; and whereas, the said Magistrates have requested 
the advice of this Committee in the premise?, 

Ordered, That it be recommended to the Civil Magistrates 
to examine strictly into the several matters and things above 
mentioned, and to punish all personswho are guilty of per- 
petrating the same, as the law directs; and that it.be and 
hereby is recommended to all the citizens and others to aid 
and assist the Magistrates in the execution of their offices. 

Ordered, That the foregoing Order "Be published in hand- 
bills, and distributed. 

The Committee adjourned to to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., July 14, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

For King's County, Henry Wifiioms, Esq., Chair- 
man and Commissioner. _.._._ 

For New- York. City and County, Peter Van B. 
Livingston, Esquire, Col.' Lispenard, Col. McDou- 
gall, Jacobus Van Zandt, Abraham Brasher. 

For Albany City and County, Gouverneur Morris. 
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For Dutchess County, Jonathan London. 

For Ulster County, Egbert Dumond. 

For Orange County, David Pye. 

For Suffolk County, Abraham Brasher. _ 

For Westchester County, Gouverneur Morris. 

For Richmond County, Richard Lawrence. 

For Queen's County, Colonel McDougall. _ 

For Tryon County, Peter Van Brugh Livingston. 

Stephen 'Seaman and Obadiah Seaman attending at the 
door, were called in, and gave the Committee such informa- 
tion as affords great reason to suspect that George Youngs 
and his son, and Captain Brush, and one Conlchn, all ot 
Huntington, are concerned in shipping Provisions to sup- 
ply General Gage's Fleet and Army ; and notes of their 
examination were taken and filed. , 

Thereupon a draft of a Letter to John Sloss Hobarl, 
Esq., was read and approved of, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit : 

Committee of Safety for the Colony of few-York, > 

July 14, 17(5. ^ 

Sir- We have received such information as gives us 
great reason to suspect that one George Youngs and his 
son and one Captain Brush, and one Conklm, all of or near 
Huntington, are concerned in shipping provisions m such 
manner as that they must inevitably serve to supp y Gene- 
ral Gage's Fleet and A/my at Boston. We enclose you 
notes taken from two witnesses on that subject. We 
need' not" 'surest to you that it is incumbent on those 
people to show where they have unloaded their former 
cargoes, and where they are now going, and that they have 
complied with the Association without fraud. We have 
the highest confidence that your Committee will exert 
themselves on this occasion. 

We are, respectfully, Sir, your humble servants. 
By order. 
To John Sloss Hobart, Esq., 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the Chairman, and, together with a copy of the examina- 
tion of Qbadiah and Stephen Seaman, be transmitted by 
the first conveyance. 

Ordered, That Mr. Peter T. Curienius be desired to 
purchase three hundred barrels of Pork, and forward the 
same to Albany; and that he forward a complete set ot 
Tents to Colonel Rooseboom, at Albany, sufficient for one 
Regiment, and inform this Committee when those Tents 
are ready and forwarded. 

A Memorial oUohn Spar ding, bearing date at Ticonde- 
ro°-a Landing on the first of June, was read and filed. 

^The Memorialist sets forth the great trouble and pains 
he had taken to forward the service there with Boats and 
Teams, and his ability to perform the same. Also sets 
forth, that seventeen Pounds are due him for his services ; 
that the Agents now refuse to employ his Teams; that he 
is likely to be a great sufferer; and prays the same may be 
taken info .consideration. 

A Letter to the said' JoAn Sparding was thereupon read 
and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- York, ) 
7 July 14, 1775. $ 

Sir: This morning Mr. Peter T. Curienius presented 
your Memorial, which was immediately read and taken into 
consideration. General Schuyler, who has the command of 
the Northern Posts is now there ; to him we must refer you, 
and doubt not but that he will redress your grievances, and 
such accounts as he shall recommend for payment, we pre- 
sume will be honoured by the Provincial Congress. 

We are, Sir, your friends and humble servants. By order. 
To Mr. John Sparding at Ticonderoga Landing. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall, Captain Anthony 
Rutgers, and Mr. Samuel Tudor, be authorized to pur- 
chase old Copper, Brass, and other materials for casting a 
Brass Field-Piece, at such prices as they can obtain the 
said materials. 

A Letter from John Grennell of Huntington, was read, 
and filed. 

Mr. Grennell by his Letter informs that William Phil- 



lipse and Philip Conklm, who were nominated his Sub- 
alterns, from their particular circumstances _ decline tliat 
service. 7 He recommends Mr. Samuel Smith ot fmitn- 
town, for First Lieutenant, and Alexander Ketchum of Hun- 
tington, for Second Lieutenant. He also further informs that 
several stand ready to enlist, and have arms, ammunition, 

and blankets. , . ,, r. 

Agreed and Ordered, That Warrants be issued for Sam- 
uel Smith and Alexander Ketchum, as Subalterns under 
John Grennell. . 

Mr. Abraham Van Wyck having declined serving in the 
Troops as a Captain, and two days ago returned his War- 
rant and Mr. David Lyon of Elizabethtown,™ New- Jer- 
sey, having offered his services with a complete company 
of men by him enlisted, . 

Ordered, That the said David Lyon be taken '"to ser- 
vice as a Captain in the First Regiment in the stead of the 
said Abraham Van Wyck, and that a Warrant be issued to 
him accordingly. 

A draught of a Letter to Mr. John Grennell, was read 
and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, \ 

July 14, 1775. $ 

Sir- Your favour of the 11th instant is now before us. 
We have attentively perused it, and from the great conn- 
dence we place in you, Sir, and a firm reliance that you 
have recommended gentlemen fit for the trust reposed in 
them, we have enclosed warrants for. them. We recom- 
mend to you, Sir, to make all possible despatch m enlisting 
your men. and to pay a particular attention to their health, 
strength and abilities. By a resolve of our Congress tn« 
men you enlist will be allowed for the use of their arms, if 
they are approved of by the Mustermaster, Armourer, and 
Field-Officers of the Regiment, as good and fit for service. 
As to the blankets and other matters you mention, we are 
not at present in a condition to advise, _ ; 

We are, Sir, your very humble servants. 
By order of the Committee. ; 

To Captain John Grennell, at Huntington. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted, with the W arrants there- 
in mentioned enclosed. 

The Committee adjourned to nine o clock, to-morrow 

morning. i 






Die Sabbati, 9 ho. A. M., July 15, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

For King's County, Henry Williams, Esq., Chair- 
man and Commissioner. •-, , r ■ 

For New- York. Peter V.B. Livingston, Col. Lispen- 
ard, Colonel McDougall, and Abraham Brasher. 

For the City and County of Albany, Gouverneur 

Morris. 

For Dutchess County, Jonathan London. 

For Ulster County, Egbert Dumond. 

For Orange County, David Pye, 

For Suffolk County, Abraham Brasher. _ 

For Westchester County, Gouverneur Morns. 

For Richmond County, Richard Lawrence. 

For Queen's County, Colonel McDougall. 

For Tryon County, Peter V. B.JJvingston. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, of the; .11th of July 
instant, was read, and filed. - ;; . ■-■ . 

A Letter from General Schuyler, of the 12th day of July 
instant, was read, and filed. ..- ^ r _ 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Lsq., 
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of New-Yorjc, pay 
into the hands of Colonel McDougall the sum of three 
hundred Pounds out of the monejs he shall receive from 
the General Committee of Association for the City and 
County of New-York. 

A draught of a Letter to the New- York Delegates at 
Philadelphia, to accompany copies of two Letters received 
this day from General Schuyler, was read and approved ot, 
and is in the words following, to wit: ...... 

Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, ) 

July 15, 1775. J 

' Gentlemen : We enclose you the copies of two letters 
from General Schuyler. In addition M must observe to 
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you, our enlisted men grow uneasy for want of money, 
which prevents the enlistment of others. We have no arms, 
we have no powder, we have no blankets. For God's sake 
send us money, send us arms, send us ammunition. Bur- 
goyne, we learn, has gone to Quebeck. If Ticonderoga is 
taken from us, fear, which made the savages our friends, 
will render them our enemies. Ravages on our own fron- 
tiers will foster dissensions among us ruinous to the cause. 
Be prudent, be expeditious. 

We are, Gentlemen, yours, Sic. 

P. S. You will observe, gentlemen, that Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston is our Treasurer until an appointment 
by your Board. We hear from good authority that Colonel 
Guy Johnson is at Oswego, with one thousand or twelve 
hundred Indians, (men, women, and children,) and that 
they have plenty of provisions. We should be glad to 
have the blank commissions for the officers sent forward 
to us. 

Ordered, That a copy, signed by the Chairman, be 
transmitted, together with copies of General Schuyler's Let- 
ters, by Joseph Stevens, a messenger. 

A draught of a Letter to Major-General Schuyler, in 
answer to his two Letters received this day, was read and 
approved, and is in the words following, to wit: 

Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, ) 

July 15, 1775. \ 

Sir: We have received your letters, and written to the 
Continental Congress on those subjects. We shall with all 
despatch send the officer you mention. We have already 
ordered to Albany tents for our Regiment. Our Troops 
can be of no use to you ; they have no arms, clothes, blan- 
kets, or ammunition ; the officers no commissions : our Trea- 
sury no money; ourselves in debt. It is in vain to com- 
plain ; we will remove difficulties as fast as we can, and 
send you soldiers, whenever the men we have raised are 
entitled to the name. The intrenching tools shall be sent 
soon, some immediately, and all the pork that can be had, 
about one hundred barrels. Use, we pray you, the bad 
Troops at Ticonderoga, as well as you can. 

We are, very" sincerely, your countrymen and friends. 
To Major-General Schuyler. 

P. S. General Burgoyne has not been seen in Boston 
since the 1 7th ult., and it is currently reported and believed 
that he has gone to Quebeck. 

Ordered, That a copy, thereof be signed by the Chair- 
man, and transmitted. 

Ordered, That William Elphinslone, Esq., have liberty 
to use two rooms in the lower Barracks. 

A Letter from General Wooster, dated Camp near New- 
York, July 15, 1775, was read. 

Ordered, That Mr. James Beekman be appointed Com- 
missioner to agree with Mr. John Sickles for his Field at 
Harlem, for the use of the Troops under the command of 
General Wooster, to encamp on. 

Ordered, That Mr, Van Zandt be appointed Commis- 
sioner, lo'agree with and employ as many Carmen as may 
be necessary for transporting the Camp-equipage of Gen. 
Wooster's Troops to Harlem. 

Thereupon a Letter to General Wooster, was read and 
approved, and is in the words following, to wit : 

Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- York, } 

July 15, 1775. \ 

Sir: Mr. James Beekman is appointed Commissioner 
to treat with John Sickles for his ground, at such rate and 
time as he shall think proper. Be pleased to furnish him 
with the dimensions of the spot, and the use to which it is 
to be applied in intrenching, &ic. 

Mr. Jacobus Van Zandt is Commissioner to provide 
carriages for your tents, baggage, Sic. Be pleased to in- 
form hirn how many carts are necessary. 

We nave thought proper to: defer your march until 
Tuesday morning, inasmuch as the time would not other- 
wise have permitted our Commissioners to make theneces- 
sary arrangements. r=r- 

We are, Sir, your most obedient humble servants? 

To GeneraL Wooster.^: 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by 



the Chairman, and sent by General Wooster's officer now 
in waiting. 

General Schuyler, having by his Letter of the eleventh 
instant, requested this Committee to appoint a proper per- 
son to command the Sloop on Lake Champlain, and send 
him up with all convenient speed, and Captain Patrick 
Dennis being sent for to confer with on the subject, recom- 
mended Captain James Smith for the above service. 

Captain James Smith attended, and expressed his great 
willingness and cheerfulness to undertake that service, and 
is thought by this Committee to be a very proper person : 
Thereupon a draught of a Warrant to the said James Smith 
was made and approved, and is in the words following, 
to wit: 

Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, J 

July 15, 1775. \ 
Mr. James Smith : 

You are hereby appointed Captain of an armed vessel 
in the Continental service. You will receive the pay of 
a Major in the service of the Continental Forces, and to 
take your orders from Major-General Schuyler, or other 
commanding officers of the Continental Troops for the time 
being. The General will designate the vessel you are to 
command, and you will receive a commission from the 
Continental Congress. 

By order of the Committee, 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, to be delivered to the said James Smith. 

A draught of a Letter to General ScKuyter, to be deli- 
vered by the said James Smith, was read and approved of, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

Committee of Safety for the Colony of New.York, ) 

July 15, 1775. \ 

Sir : The bearer of this letter is James Smith, a gen- 
tleman of excellent character as a sea officer, who willingly 
undertook the command, refusinf a ship he was offered, 
and left it to us to settle his pay, fee. We agree to a 
Major's pay, and at the same time we submit it to you 
whether he will not be entitled to that rank in the Con- 
tinental service. 

We are, Sir, your very humble servants. 

To Major-General Schuyler. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the Chair- 
man, and transmitted by the said James Smith. 

Agreed and Ordered, That Herman Zedwitz shall be 
Major, and is hereby appointed Major of the First Regi- 
ment of the Troops now raising in this Colony. 

The Committee adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Solis, 9 ho. A. M., July 16, 1775. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment, but not 
having any business absolutely necessary to be done this 
day, they adjourned to nine o'clock, to-moirow morning. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety for the Colony 
of New-York, Monday, July 17th, 1775, nine o'clock, 
A. M. Present: 

For King's County, Henry Williams, Chairman and 

Commissioner. 
For New-York, Peter V. B. Livingston, Colonel 

Lispenard, Colonel McDougall, Abraham Brasher. 
For Albany, Gouverneur Morris. 
For Ulster, Egbert Dumond. 
For Orange, David Pye. 
For Suffolk, Abraham Brasher. 
For Westchester, Gouverneur Morris. 
For Queen's, Colonel McDougall. 
For Trton, Peter V. B. Livingston. 

Mr. Samuel Broome having declined the Commission of 
a Captain in the First Battalion of the Troops now raising 
in this Colony; Ordered and Agreed', That Benjamin 
Ledyard be appointed Captain in the stead and place of 
the said Samuel Broome. 

A draught of Articles of Agreement between the Com- 
mittee appointed to procure Locksmiths to make Gun- 
locks, of the first part, and Thomas Blockley of the second 
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part, for the importation of Artificers, was read and approved 
of, and is in the words following, to wit : 
Articles of Agreement made and concluded this seventeenth 
day of July, one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
five, between Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, Jaco- 
bus Van Zandt, and Alexander McDougall, of the City 
of New-York, Esquires, on behalf of the Provincial 
Congress of the Colony of New- York, of the first part, 
and Thomas B'iockley, now in New- York, and intending 
speedily to go to Britain, of the second part. 
First, The said Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, 
Jacobus Van Zandt, and Alexander McDougall, on behalf 
of the _Provbci_al_ Congress of the Colony of New-York, 
do authorize and request the said Thomas Blockley to pro- 
cure ten good Artificers, in the Gunsmiths and Locksmiths 
business, to wit : Locksmiths, good workmen in the trade 
and business of musket or gun-locks ; and other good work- 
men at the trade and business of forging, welding, and 
making gun-barrels ; and other good workmen in the trade 
and business of boring gun-barrels ; in the whole, ten arti- 
ficers in number, to come to the Colony of New- York to 
dwell and reside, and there to carry on their respective 
trades and occupations. And the said parties of the first 
part, do request and authorize the said Thomas Blockley 
to advance to each of the said workmen two guineas, to 
defray the expense of their removal from their respective 
places of abode on board of the ship in which they shall 
come as passengers. 

And the said parties of the first part do covenant and agree 
to and with ..the .said Thomas Blockley, to repay to him or 
his order "such" sums of money as shall be so by him ad- 
vanced to the said workmen, not exceeding two guineas 
each ; and also to pay and discharge the. passages of such 
workmen to. the. .City of Neiv-York, at the rate and price 
of steerage passengers~in any ship or vessel in which they 
shall arrive ; provided that each of the said artificers at the 
time of, or immediately Before the payment of their respec- 
tive passages~,"3o enter in bond to the said parties of the 
first part, Tn double the sum so advanced and paid for 
each of them, with a condition to repay the money so 
advanced for each of them respectively, if the obligor shall 
not set up and carry on his trade, occupation, and business 
in the Colony of New-York, or shall remove to dwell and 
reside in any place not within the said Colony. And it is 
recommended to the said Thomas Blockley to engage and 
send out sober prudent men in their respective occupations, 
and such as will bring with them the usual and necessary 
tools of their respective occupations that may be put into 
small room or compass. ' And that as many of them as 
may conveniently be had, be single men. 

A Letter from John Lamb, dated this day, setting forth 
many inconveniences that will attend draughting the men 
for an Artillery Company to be by him commanded, and 
praying that he may have leave to enlist his own men ; and 
that their clothing may be blue with buff cuffs and facings, 

Ordered, That Captain John Lamb raise a Company of 
one hundred men, including Officers, to serve in the Conti- 
nental Army as an Artillery Company ; that their clothing 
be blue, faced with bujEF; and that they have such pay as 
shall be determined by the Continental Congress. 

A Letter from Angus McDonald complaining of his 
confinement. 

Thereupon, a Letter to the Committee of Fairfield was 
read and.approved, and is in the words following, to wit: 

Committee of Safety for the Colony of New.York, ) 

July 17, 1775. \ 

Gentlemen : Angus McDonald having presented a 
petition to this Board, praying a relaxation of his confine- 
ment, we shall esteem it a favour if you will grant him as 
much indulgence in the premises as you think consistent 
with the publick safety. 

By order of the Committee. 

Ordered, That a "copy thereof be signed by the Chair- 
man, and transmitted. 

Ordered, That Mr, Peter T. Curtenius be requested to 
procure^Duck, and get as many Tents made as will supply 
the number now lent to General Wooster. 

And Ordered, That Mr, Qurtenius purchase so many 
Blankets or' some other substitute as, with those already 
purchased, and thosen^w in the hands of the Barrack- 



Master, will furnish the four Regiments of this Colony with 
Blankets. 

A draught of a Circular Letter to the respective Colonels 
of the Regiments of Troops now raising in this Colony, was 
read and approved, and is in the words following, to wit : 

Committee of Safely for the Colony of New- York, { 

July 17, 1775. £ 

Sir : You are requested to prepare and lay before the - 
Congress of this Colony at New-York, a state of your 
Regiment, and of the number of men ready and fit for ser- 
vice in each company, with all possible despatch. You 
will also be pleased to ..inform .the_Congress when you ex- 
pect your Regiment will be complete and ready to take the 
field.. We pray you to give all. possible despatch in this 
business — the present circumstances admit of no delay. 
The sooner your answer and return can be .received, the 
more acceptable it will be. 

We are, Sir, your humble servants. 

Ordered, That copies tbereof.be signed by the Chair- 
man, and sent to the respective Colonels of the different 
Regiments. 

The Committee adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

"Die Martis, 9 ho. A. M., July 18, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

For King's County, Henry Williams, Esq., Chairman 
and Commissioner. .:..:_... : ; : . ... 

For New-York, Peter V.B.JJvingston, Esq., Col. 
McDougall, Abraham Brasher. 

For City and County of Albany, Gouverneur Morris. 

For Dutchess County, Jonathan Landon. 

For Ulster County, Egbert Dumond. 

For Orange County, David_JPye.. 

For Suffolk County, Abraham Brasher. _ 

For Westchester County, Gouverneur Morris. 

For Richmond County, Aaron Cortelyou. 

For Queen's County, Colonel McDougall. 

For Tryon County, Peter V. B. Livingston. 

Mr. David Watkins atte.nding at the door, was called 
in ; he produced a Certificate signed by .Archibald Camp- 
bell, Esq., Chairman of a meeting of the Inhabitants of 
Charlotte County, held at Fort Edward on J.h_t [29th day 
of June last, whereby it appears that Doctor George 
Smyth, the said David Watlcins, and Archibald Campbell, 
Esq., were duly elected to represent, that County in Pro- 
vincial Congress, together with John M'ill iams an d William 
Marsh, Esqrs.; and that they, or either oTThem, represent 
the said County in Provincial Congress ~at New- York.. The 
said Certificate was read and filed. 

Ordered, That David Watkins take his seat. 

The Mayor of the City of New-York attending in the 
next room, informed some of the members, that the Magis- 
trates had applied to a Carpenter to build a Boat for the 
Ship Asia, to replace that lately burnt belonging to the 
said Ship Asia; that the Carpenter desires an order or 
protection from this Board for that purpose, to convince 
any of his fellow-citizens (who might inquire) that he is 
doing that work with the approbation of the Committee. 

Thereupon, an Order was made in the words following, 
to wit : 

This Committee do hereby signify their approbation, of 
the conduct of the Civil Magistrates, in ordering the build- 
ing of a boat to replace that lately burnt in this City, be- 
longing to his Majesty's Ship ,4sia; and require the car- 
penter which they have or shall employ for that purpose, 
to perform the same. .....-_-— 

Ordered, That two copies of this Order be engrossed, 
and signed by one of the Secretaries, and delivered to Mr. 
Mayor. 

A Letter from the Chairman of the Com mittees of New- 
lurgh and New- Windsor . .Precincts, was read and. filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit: 
To the Honourable Provincial Qongrest \ for the Colony of 

New'-jTork, now convened in the City o/"New-York : 

Gentlemen-. We are extremely sorry to Be trader the 
disagreeable necessity of troubling you on this occasion. 
Nothing but dire necessity could have induced us to take 
any steps which may Be construed" T>y this Tiohourable 



J « ^..^Ll.l 



MMwiaMtaUUHwki 



1793 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, JULY, 1775. 



1794 



, fc 



Congress to be aside from the path of duty. We here- to prepare the necessary papers to be laid before your 
with send you three persons, who not only possess principles body; but the necessities of the season required an ad- 
very inimical to the grand cause in which we are embarked, journment of the Congress till next Tfiiesday, and we now 
but whose conduct, ever since the first of these un happy sit only in a Committee of Safety. The proceedings on the 
times, have been such as to disturb the public k tranquillity subject we send you, imperfect as they are in draught, that 
and destroy that unanimity so necessary for the preserva- if the Continental Congress think they may be of any use, 
tion of pur liberties. Their names are John Morrell, Adam they may have the materials in their possession. 
Patrick, and Isaiah Purely. Herewith, you, gentlemen, will We are, Gentlemen, your very humble servants, 
also receive several depositions, taken before John Nicott, By order of the Committee of Safety. 
Esq, relative to the matter, which is all we have time to take To the Delegates of the Colony of New-York at Conti- 
at present ; these we submit to the judgment of the honour- nental Congress, Philadelphia. 
able Congress, whether either or all of these persons accused x 

be worthy of confinement or not. On the supposition that Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed 

the Congress shall judge it expedient that either or all of °y tne Chairman, and transmitted to the Delegates of this 

them should be liberated, in that case we humbly conceive Colony at Continental Congress, together with the draughts 

it to be necessary that such security be taken of them as therein mentioned. 

shall render those easy in their minds who are afraid of their The Committee then adjourned to nine o'clock, to-mor- 

persons and property. We would only add, gentlemen, that row morning, 

as we are contending for liberty, it is with the greatest re- — : 

luctance that we would offer to deprive the meanest of our Dje Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M.,' July 19, 1775. 

brethren of that inestimable blessing in the least degree ; The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.: Present: 

but in this instance, the safety of our Country, and that first v v , ■■--, TT 7 >f. 77 v ^ ^ . 

and strongest of laws, self-preservation, calls us to this act * or T* Q s County, Hmry Williams, Esq, Chairman 

of disagreeable duty. and Commissioner. : . v -:"-==^z:i. 

We are, Gentlemen, in behalf of the Committees for the l °i ™" Yo ™ ^ity -£? Bounty, Peter Van Brugh. 

Precincts of Ntwburgh and New-Windsor, your most obe- Livingston Colonel Lispenard Colonel McDougall, 

aiemTTumble servants. „ Jo ' e P h . Hall J u > Abraham Brasher. 

-;._._-_-. -_t.tiz=:=±z"i:_izz:— Wolvert Eckek, Chairman. * or Albany City and County, G Oliver neur Morris. 

Samuel Brewster, Chairman. For Dutchess County, Jonathan London. 

'o : ', ',., . . .. , . - , 7 , 7 . T , For Ulsteb County, Egbert Dumond. 

Sundry Affidavits in writing taken before John Nicott, For 0h ange County, David Pye. 

Esq, of the threatenings and .11 conduct of John Morrell, For SurF0 LK County, Abraham Brasher. 

Adam Patrick L and haiahPurdy, in opposition to the For Westchester County, GouvernevFWorrisr 

liberties of the American Colonies, were read and filed ; and _ For R ICHMDWD CowTYT^nm Cortelyou. 

the sa.d three persons being brought in the custody of an For QuE1BN > s ComTYyCoL McDougall. 

officer and a guard of armed men, were examined, and con- For Trton ^^ Peter V^BV Livingston. 

fessed many of the matters wherewith they were chargei For Charlotte County, David Watkins. 
toy the said affidavits to be true. Thereupon, 

Or dered, That Colonel McDougall receive the bodies __ A : hettsrfroja_ Jacob Bayley, Esq, at Newbury, in 

of John Morrel l, Adam Patrick , and Isaiah Purdy, at the Gloucester County, dated June29, 17 75, was read'and fi led. 

Barracks, and keep them in safe custody until the further A draught of a Letterjo Jacob Bayley, Esq, at Newbury, 

order of the Conimittee. Gloucester County, in answer to his of the 29th of June 

■ And Ordered, That a copy of this order be delivered to ult, was read and approved, and is in the words following, 

Colonel McDougall. to wit: ' ; "~ 

A Letter from' the Committee of Elizabethtown to the Committee of Safety for the Colony of New.York, \ 
Chairman of the. Committee of New- York, acquainting „ T . , . u * . .-.\ .-...-.'. * 
him of the arrival of Gunpowder from Philadelphia, and S _™ : II § ,yes ™grm pleasure to hear of your appoint- 
that it would be at Dobbs's Ferry by nine o'clock this morn- ™ t0 representee County of Gloucester. The raising 
ing "was read' and' fifed. ° troops inyour County to serve in the Continental pay, 

l T D ~ , rr , , n . , , isrwhat we capnot authorize, nor indeed would it be at all 

Mr. Pye offered to go u ? Hudson s River and get the usefljl t0 ourse i veS) but raUierlhelcontrary; inasmuch as 

said Gunpowder put on board of a Sloop for Albany ; and th • ^ be ordered at ft digtance from ' ' on other ser . 

thereupon, a draught of a Letter to the Committee of vic ^ ^ jhere by weaken your security: Forlhese rea- 

Albany was read, and is m the words following, to wit : sam> we £bink i( wouId be -^ moj^xpe aient to arrange 

Committee of Safety, New-York, July 18, 1775. your ^le-bouieTmen into ares^ctaBenmTiitfa]]^ letTonie 

Sir: With this you will receive four hogsheads, said to or two. hundred of trreTnlbe 'embodiecr byturns weekly, 

contain fifty -tw o quar ter-casks of G unp owder ; it Js sent whereby you will always ha ve a body of men ready to repel 

ty t ^ t;< ^ t ' tien i al Congress to go to Ticonderoga. Pray injuries;; and at the same time, by assembling your County 

inform General Schuyler of it, and forward it to Ti_conde_- atjarge, return anyinsults youmay recefve^in kind. 

roga with all possible despatch. lW"e"carinorexpress^6uri ^ 

— We are, Sir, your humble servants. ~ ^ to:nflbim pu, that at present ; neither arms nor ammunition 

To ISamueTlStringer, Esq, ~ Albany. " "'" csicbe expected from usrasTve have n ot so many as to 

,.„,-■" „ . , v -i— SeTve th^^Troops raised by our Colony, and intended for 

Mr. Beekman came intq Committee, and reported, that the defence of our Northern and Ostein frontiefr But we 

he had been with Gen. Wooster ■ and his first Field Officer have done ^very thTngmencT)uIddoT~we~ha^ advanced 

XqMmkm; that John Sickles demanded such an exorbi- mS ^ y for ^ nd established a manufaclorforarinTandcon- 

tent price for his ground, that they could not agree wrth tracted for a considerable number ; we Eave^omracted 

him ; but that they had agreed with Arent Bussing for a vvilh merchants for a great jumber oTThem" :~we"liave 

proper * .eld Jor an Encampment, at the rate of four taken measures to procare-^^mj facturers rand we have 

PoundLper month ; and that General Wooster, with his written to Philadelphia for as "many as *re "necessary for 

Ttoops, are all removed. our Tr oops. Sirnilar me_aaires__we:h aye taken to procure 

John ISlorin Scott, Esq, came i_nto_the _Coramittee of powder; and depend, Sir "tliaTEr y^ur sakes, as well as our 

Safety, and Drought In the Report of the "Comrniitee_ojj own, we shall use "-every prerautionjto;enabie you to pro- 

Jniia^Affairs ; and also the proposed draught of a Speech vide^theiraeansoOefeflce; and at the same time, to pre- 

to the Indians ; which were read. vent you the necessity of mmg those means. _ 

Thereupon, a draught of a Letter to the Delegates of this • :We are, Slr7y^uT:yery"humble7erv"airtiT "^By orderi 

Colony was read and approved of, and is in the wrds fol- To Jacob! Bayley, Esq, at Newbury, Gloucester Comity 

lowing, to wit : -==-.= =,,_.. *=i=g=i; := -_-==^x^=^ i =— = ^ =i^,. 

•.'.',.;, Committee of Safety for the Colony of New.YSrl, \ Ordered, TEat _a copy _feeof be engrossed, signed by 

i ,y' 1 . % •', • July 18, 1775. I the Chairman, and transmittedljy ly lr. Ha rvey. 

Gentlemen: We have had a Congress with the Five Abetter frojn _Egbert Benson, Esq, Chairman of the 

Nations in contemplation. A Committee was appointed Committee of Dutchess County, covering the returned 
Foubth Series. — Vol. u. 113 
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War rants of Roswell Wijcocks snd^Co rndms \_Adriance, 

.ffliojecline serving in the Troops, and recommending 

Isaac Paddock in the place of Wilcocks, and James Belts 

in the place of Adriance, was read and filed. 

^The vacanc y occasioned by the resignation of Cornelius 

Adriance bei ng already supplied, 

•"£ Ordered, That a YVarrant be made for Isaac Paddock, 

in the place of Roswell Wilcocks, and enclosed to the 

Chairman of the Committee. 

Thereupon, a draught of a Letter to the Chairman of 
the Committee of Dutchess, was read and approved of, and 
ij'ifl the wor dsJbl lowing. to wit : 

>&» ^jfe^g^^^gmmittee' of Safety:' &.C.. July 19, 1775. 

■•v.Sir:. We acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the 
13th jnstant. t Agreeable to the recommendation of your 
Cornjjjtteej w^ hav£_ : enclosed a warrant for Mr. Isaac 
^Mssk^^QaJhs, . .U.th instant, Mr. Adriance's resigna- 
"t joJL was produced to this Committee, together with a 
l ecoiii rtfenflation of Mr. Andrew Teller Lawrence, in 
his ste ad. As "Mr. Lawrence was recommended by two 
Members^ of ' thg Provincial Congress, and a number of 
QlMr3^Es73^^fyour County, we gave him a certifi- 
i^^2£2H^yi§«£s r A n JJit ; PS, pf Safety, that he 'was approved 
of, and that a wairant should be made for him, as the 
w arrant to .Mr. Adiiance was returned. '""". 

■ J W e ,. a , re > Sir, your very humble servants. By order. 
To_EgOcrt Benson, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of 
^ ihLtt hcs s Cou n ty . 

^.-Q^XJidi That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
b) the Chairman of this Committee of Safety, and trans- 
mitted. 

a.T '19, Qp4£J\iitt£e having heard Alexander Ellis at their 
Board, on the subject of a certain Boat by him furnished 
toJJgi'tenant Parks, to transport him, with his baggage, to 
Niagma. do^ declare it as their sentiment, that the." said 
^ky&Lt&JjlJilL appears to them guiltless, with relation to 
that transaction. 

i^t f ' 6 -2j£ik That a cemfied copy of this Declaration be 
dehveredto the said Alexander Ellh. 



'1 Letter |if " m %M Nicholson, Esq., of Ulster County, 
was TCS^njTffledyand is in the woids following, to wit : ; 
■-_ "„-T*.=tCirtv? . -. Now.Win<ls,oi, Julj 13, 1775. 
§JL K .. : .„Ag | ' eea l>le t0 my wan ant and instructions from 
thg^rounaaJ.Congiess of New- York, I ..have enlisted a 
coThrmny of seventy -two men, to serve in the Continental 
Arm); andnow wait for the further directions of the Con- 
grt&fr ram jour most obedient servant, 

± -„ - y, ■ ;-- F^j . ± _ John Mcholson. 

To Pcter_ Pan Jjrugh I2vingiton, Piesident of the Pro- 
,$jrfciaf Congress, New- York. 

.Th ereupon, a dtaught of an answer to the Letter of John 
Nicholson, Es quire, was read and approved of, and is in 
the woids followin g, to wit : ..._:■_...-. 

^Wi]ffiT' fftoTl)7]lmitti B""""or Safety for the Colony of New-York. ) 

,$&■*£& Mg-la.\9argi8my oiir letter of the 13lh in- 
stant. We_are nappy to be informed that you have been 
so industrious and successful in enli=tmg your men. : Please 
t o m ake a leturn qfjour company to Colonel Clinton, /who 
wil tdke tohis assistance a Surgeon, or such other person 
as^je will think proper, and muster your men," and receive 
ariS approve of sucli of"them as are. "fit .for: service, : You 
AviirihenTccp your menln training and Jearning discipline 
witTi all po=Hble care, and hold yourself, with your compa- 
nf, irr readiness to follow such directions as you may receive 
from Colonel Clinton. 

5(>*o ,are, Sir, your very humble servants. 

it By older of the Committee. 

To John y>_>cho!son,_E : ;q., New-Windsor. 

tJrdered, That_a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by tlTe^Tialrman, ancTHelivered to RobefrBoyS. 
TJommittee adjourned to Inday morning, at nine o'clock. 
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"The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
For King s County , Henry Williams, Esc 
"TSud Commissioner. — ..__.„.„.„ 



For the City and County or New-York, Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., Colonel McDougall, Mr. 
Van Zandt, Colonel Lispenard, Mr. Brasher. 

For the City and County of Albany, Gouvemeur 
Morris. 

For Ulster County, Egbert Dumond. 

For Orange County, David Pye. 

For Suftolk County, Abraham Brasher. 

For Westchester County, Gouv e meur Mo rris. 

For Richmond County, Aaron Cortelyou. 

For Queen's County, Colonel McDougall. 

For Tryon County, Peter V. B. Livingston. 

For Charlotte "County, David Watkins. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cortelyou and Mr. Beekman be a 
Committee, in conjunction with two Officers of the Con- 
necticut Troops, which shall be appointed by General 
Wooster, to examine and estimate what damage hath been 
done to the ground and fencing of Mr. Herring, on which 
the said Troops were lately encamped ; and that they get 
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the same certified by the said Officers which shall be ap- 
pointed by General Wooster, and report the same with all 
convenient speed. 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall be at liberty to take 
as much of the Wood nowin the Barrack yards, for the use 
of his Troops, as they may want or have occasion for ; and 
that he keep and render an account of the quantity thereof 
which shall be. used, to the Provincial Congress. 

A Letter from John Hancock, dated Philadelphia, July 
17, 1775, enclosing a Resolution of the Continental Con- 
gress of the same day, was received, and read. 
• A -draught of a Letter to General Schuyler was read and 
approved of, and ib in the vyords following : 

. . Committee of Safety, New-YorkVJuly 21, 1775. 

Sir : The enclosed paper from the Continental Congress 
was received lastevening by the return of our express from 
Philadelphia. We forward them, by express. 
We are yours, &;c. 

Major General Schuyler. 

Ordered, That_.a copy be engrossed, signed by the 
Chairman, and transmitted (with all the Papers .received 
for General Schuyler) by Sampson Dyckman. 

.. A Letter from.jhe. tjelegates of this Colony at the Con- 
tinejUaj Congiigjss, Hated Philadelphia, July 18, 1775, was 
reacLand filed.__ := J. . = _ _ _.!_". _ ^ _ ^ 

A Letter from EHsha Benedict was read and filed, and 
is in the words. fojjow-.ing, to wit: 

Sir: According to your instructions, I went ' "jrito Cum- 
berlandCounty to deliver a copy to the Lieutenant, Samuel 
Fletcher, who vi as appointed First Lieutenant. I found 
he was in. the Army at Cambridge. I took advice of the 
leading men there, and they nominated William McCune 
in his place, and he is enlisting of men. Alexander Brink, 
the Second Lieutenant, lives at tlie upper parTof the Coun- 
ty. I sent a man with his instructions. I have enlisted 
forty men ; and if I had the money to pay the men a small 
matter, my company would he full in two or three days 
time. I am your humble servant, 

Elisha Benedict. 
To P. V. B. Livingston, Esq., Pi esT^on^o? ^"Provincial 

Congress, New- York. 

N. B. Sir, I should be glad if Mr. McCune might be the 
First Lieutenant in the place of Mr. ~F7< teller. E. B. 

An Answer to the Letter of Elisha Benedict, was read 
and approved of, and is in .the words following, to wit : 

. Committee of Sa.fi ty, New-York, July 2I7T775V 

Sir: This morning we are f,n_oureTwjth yours.of the 
14th instant. The Committee of Safety have approved of 
Mr, William MeCime lor your-First Lieutenant, s ft the 
place of Samuel Fletcher. A warrant sh aJTbe sent t o yoa 
hvJfMMam. Mc_ (June as^FirstXiiu tenant, as soon^as yotr 
refiuT^lo lis of the ProvinciaL Congressltlie warrant. That 
waoejllLtQ you for Fletcher^ ..__ 

We |hair have,rnorjey about terTdays "henceT AY goon 
as t hg^ pBTicy is^ready, money will be sent, to Albany, and 
you will receive cash for youTTrferrr — ~ 
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Please to complete your company as soon as possible, 
and make return thereof to the Colonel or Lieutenant- 
Colonel of your Regiment, who will muster your men, or 
cause them to be mustered, and give you directions how to 
proceed. We are, Sir, your very humble servants. 

By order of the Committee. 

To Captain Elisha Benedict, Albany. 

, Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and sent by Sampson Dyckman. 

Two Letters from Elisha Phelps, dated at Albany, July 
11 and 13, 1775, were read and filed. 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall take possession of 
the Town Barracks for such of the Troops now under his 
command as he shall think proper to place there ; and that 
Jilr. Curtcnius be desired to furnish provisions for such men 
as Colonel McDougall shall place there. 

■ The Petition of Philip Henning, setting forth his know- 
ledge in TTiysick and Surgery, to be admitted and appoint- 
ed Surgeon's Mate, was read. 

Ordered, That Philip Henning wait on Doctor John 
Jones and Doctor Bard, to be examined as to his know- 
ledge in Physick and Surgery, and his knowledge of the 
practice thereof. 

, A Certificate of Doctor John Jones and Samuel Bard, 
bearing date on the 18th instant, was read. Those gentle- 
men certify, that they thereby have examined Mr, Hun- 
lock Woodruff, respecting his knowledge in Physick and 
Surgery, and that they find him qualified to act in the capa- 
city of Surgeon's Mate. 

Agreed and Ordered, That the said Hunlock Wood- 
ruff be appointed Surgeon's Mate to the First Regiment of 
Troops now raising in this Colony ; and 

Ordered, That a certified copy of the above Minutes 
be delivered_to,the, said Hunlock Woodruff. 

A draught of a Letter to the Committee at Brunswick, 
in New- Jersey, was read and approved, and is in the words' 
following, to wit : 

Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- York, ) 

■■■——: — "■— — -.-— July 21, 1775. \ 

Gentlemen : We have had intelligence that boats have 
sundry times loaded flour at or about your City, and have 
run down to the west bank, and there met boats to take it 
from them for the use of the men-of-war and the Army at 
Boston. As this is contrary to the resolution of the Con- 
tinental Congress, it is a matter that requires your strictest 
inspection to prevent such traders from pursuing a business 
inimical to the cause of liberty in the United Colonies. 

We have been informed that Mr. Merrill, opposite to or 
near Brunswick, can give you farther information on this 
subject. We are, respectfully, gentlemen, your very hum- 
ble servants. Per order of the Committee, . _ . _ . ' .. 
To the Committee at New-Brunswick. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and Signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

The Committee adjourned to _ nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. ~ 

Die Sabbati, 9 ho. A. M., July 22, 1775. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
For King's County, Henry Williams, Esq., Chairman, 

and Jeremiah Remsen. 
For the City and County of New- York, Peter Van 

Brugh Livingston, Colonel Lispenard, Abraham 

Brasher. 
For Dutchess County, Jonathan Landon. 
For_ Ulster-County, Egbert Dumond. 
For Orange County, David Pye. 
For Suffolk County, Abraham Brasher. 
Foj^Rji^MCvNj^GciyNTY, Aaron Cortelyou. 
For Tryon County, Peter Van Brugh Livingston. 
For Charlotte County, David Watkins. 

A draught ofa Letter to the Delegates of the_ Colony of 
New- Format _tb^ ^Continental Congress, was read and 
approved, and is in the words following, to "wit: ^= 

Committee of Safety for the Colony of Ne-w-YofE, ? 

'";•' ' r Jwy22,;i77'5. 5 

Gentlemen: We expect that our Troops Twill soon be 
all enlisted ; but we labour under great difficulties on ac- 



count of arms, and have not, by any means we could devise, 
been able to procure near so many as are necessary for 
them. The arms we have procured are of the best sort. 

We have thought of the following expedient, which we 
beg leave to suggest to you. The Colony of New-Jersey 
has a very considerable number of muskets and bayonets, 
which we are informed are good. They are deposited at 
the respective Court-Houses, or some other particular 
places in each County, as Hackensack, Elizabethtown, he. 
If the Continental Congress would please to direct those 
arms to be cleaned and valued, and put up in boxes, and 
sent to convenient places on Hudson's River, that they 
might be put into the hands of such of our Troops as can- 
not at present be otherwise properly furnished, we~conceive 
it would be of general benefit to the Continental service. 
Those arms may either be at the Continental charge, or 
replaced some months hence with others of equal quality, 
from those which we shall have rojda injhisj^oiony. The 
Jersey Congress is to meet next week, and by that means 
the arms may easily be collected and ordered, as above 
mentioned. _ . ___^ ... „^ 

If you approve of this measure, we pray you to use 
your best influence in Congress to have it carried into ex- 
ecution. We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble 
servants. By order of the Committee. 

To the Delegates of the Colony of New- York at the Con- 
tinental Congress, Philadelphia. 

P. S. Gentlemen : We beg leave to inform you, that as 
soon as we began to purchase provisions, &c, we employed 
Mr. Peter T. Curtenius as our Commiss ary at New- York. 
He purchased provisions, stores, tents, intrenching tools, 
&c. &c. &c. He has been indefatigable in the_ publick 
service";' ran every risk that was requested of him; dis- 
bursed his own cash, and succeeded beyond our most san- 
guine expectations. We think him pne_oft_he most proper 
persons among ~W for that business, and would earnestly 
wish he might be continued, in such manner^as wijljiot be 
disagreeable to the Continental Congress. _ 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and sent with all possible despatch. 

A draught of a Letter to John Peter Tetard, was read 
and approved, and is in the words following, to wit : 

Committee of Safety, &c., July 2^1775. 

Sir : You will observe by the enclosed order of our Pro- 
vincial Congress, their intention of employing youas Inter- 
preter to General Schuyler, and a Chaplain to the Troops 
of this Colony. If you are determined to engage in the 
service in those characters, and on the terms 1 menjuoned in 
the said order, it is expected that you will repair to Albany, 
and from thence to General Schuyler, with all possible 
speed. We are, Sir, your very humble servants. _ 

By order. - .__. - -- --.■-■:- -. - ;__... ^_ 
Rev, John Peter Tetard. _._^__. =^._ -^ - 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by the first conveyance. 

The Committee adjourned to nine o'clock, onMonday 
moThing; .......—-■• _--..._-. 

;.._■:■ Die Lunffi, 9Tio. AVM^July 21JL775. " 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present" 
For the City and County of New-York, Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Colonel McDougall, John Morin 
Scott, Colonel Lispenard, Abraham Brasher. 
For Ulster County, Egbert Dumond. 
For Queen's County, Colonel McDougall. 
For CumbeblsnTi County, JohnMorin Scott. 
For Suffolk County, Abraham Brasher,, „ , 
For Tryon County, Peter VgnBrugh Livingston. 
For Ciurlotte County, David Watkins. 

Henry Williams, Esq., being very much indisposed, was 
obliged to withdraw, and Mr, Brasher was chosen Chair- 
man pro tempore. 

Ordered, That Colonel Lasher, at the review of his 
Regiment this afternoon, or at the fir st review that may 
happen, when his Troops have grounded their arms, cause" 
a strict search to be'ma'de for any of the Muskets belong- 
ing' to the C.orppration of New- York, which may be among 
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the_said arms ; and cause every such Musket to be deliver- 
ed to, CoJ^njiJ^^ or his order, for the use of his 
Regiment. 

^A^e ttei^gia iflg" Honourable John Hancock, President 
of the Congress, dated Philadelphia, July 19, 1775, was 
rerefvecpind^readT 

VAJfraug fit oF an Xnswer to the above Letter of the 
Honourable John Hancock, Esq., was read, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

*"V* '. ■^ommittoo 'of Safety for the Colony of New". York, 
. . i£*j. *k a^~Vi ». i «■ '. - * July 21, 1773. 

Sin: We have been honoured with your letter of the 

19th_instant, wh ich in forms us that you have an intimation 

thata quantity of gunpowder had lately arrived here. We 

ai6. , Sorry™!™ "a™ it ;is without foundation. You may be 

J^uffid, Sii, that should a quantity arrive, we shall be at- 

tenjjve to_the wants of_our brethren to, the i Eastward, and 

forward as mucrl as possible that w T ay. 

>' *ivVe are, with great respect, your most obedient servants. 

To tfie Hon. John Hancock, Esq., Philadelphia. 

Jjr dcred, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the~Cha!rman pro tempore, and transmitted by George 
Clinton, Esquire. 

'■^0)&*biifrk ImfcHi^is Martls, 9 ho. A. M., July 25, 1775. 

.■The President and several Members met pursuant to 
adjournment, but trie numbers not being sufficient to form 
thgj[Jo ngress, the ^Memb ers present proceeded to business 
a%3 Committee., of Safety , and agreed to meet agairi to- 
rftc^c^ffl Omir i¥. — • 

sJagpi/ Williams, Esquire, being indisposed and absent, 
Pete,r Van B rugh Livingston was appointed Chairman. 
Prese_ ntj_ _ 

§j||j2L i!lOdI T J.^ EL p „ OlQujtJI. .°F New-York, Colonel 
... Lispenard, Thomas Smith, Jacobus Van Zandt, Col. 
'^- ; McDo ugall, Isaac Roosevelt, Richard Yates, Isaac 

^r~- : Se«rs. _ __ u ___ % mi . .. ; % ; 

For JKi^^Cquntv, Jeremiah Remsen, Theodorus 

For Westchester County, Col. P. Van Corilandt. 
..JTpjQ UEEN s County, Joseph French, Col. Blackwell. 
For Dutchess .County, Colonel Hoffman, Jonathan 
Jon^Giwert Livingston, Melancton Smith, Na- 



.'. . fhaniel SacketL_ 
TorHDZsTER County, 
'"£! Lfumond. 



Christopher Tappen, Egbert 

For O r an ge County. William Allison, John Herring. 
.TFor ..SuFrm^X; oyj? 1 Y) Mr. TredweE. 

"For C HARLQTTE Co unty. David Watkins, 
FotTryon Cojjnty, John Marlett. 

Trie Committee h aving advice trial four hogsheads of 
Cgnt mental Gunpowder is gone from Elizabethtown, to be 
fQrwargedTo^/6a?iy, under the direction .of tTjjs Commit- 
tee, Mr'T Ierri ng was sent to take care of it, and an order 
given to him, in the words following, to wit: 

"^Ordered, Thzt_Daniel Lawrence, of Orange County, 
or any btKer person or persons having received the four 
hogslieads ofPowder from Elizabethtown, to be forwarded 
to Alfrarw, deliver the same to John Herring, Esq., or his 
order, ff it is not already forwarded to Albany. 

inr tflirli : tunl'innT»n rl li iiM ir m,.. . -. , f : ,f„ ..* ,• ,,-V.T WHSSSTQ?!, . 

"ATTietterlrom Colonel Jame? Clinton, dated Little Bri- 
tain, July 2], 1775, was read and filed. 

•Tjif Petition ofG^r^e Cook, of the City of Mew- York, 
wS^fead and mfedT . JJs. therein prays he may be employed 
irririaking'Pouclies andTlelts. 

**1\ Letter - from Ebenezer Hazard, dated New-York, 
- July 25, 1775, was read and filed. 

"ijrderea, That the Saddlers who contracted with the 
Cq nTniittee to^mik^Pgiicli es, Belts, and Slings, deliver to 
CoJonelMcDougaU, or Tils order, 720 Pouches 720 Belts, 
and 7 2 Slings for M uskets, and take receipts for the same. 

^The Peti tion of Jacob Bamper was read and filed. He 
prays to Be appoTntecT to some office in the Regiments 
raising for the defence of the liberties of America. 

Wrhe Committee adjourned to meet ill "Convention to- 
moriw"RTOTirrrgfat nine o'cloclt. 



PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

At a meeting of a Provincial Congress held for the 
Colony of New-York, in the City of New-York, on the 
twenty -sixt h day of July, 1775. Opened with prayers 
by the Kev. Dr. Auchmuty. Present : 

Peter Van Brugh Livingston, President. 

For the City and County of New-Yorkj Isaac Low, 
Samuel Verplanck, Alex. McDougall, Richard Yates, 
Leonard Lispenard, David Clarkson, Abraham Brash- 
er, Thomas Smith, Isaac Roosevelt, Benjamin Kissam, 
John De Lancey, John Marston, James Beckman, Isaac 
Sears. 

For Dutchess County: Anthony Hoffman, Melancton 
Smith, Gilbert Livingston, Nathaniel Sackett, Jona- 
than London. 

For Ulster County : Egbert Dumond, Christopher Tap- 
pen, _ . ' 'v. ■; " ~_~_z ..'"—. .\n t.~7 t:t~" 

For Suffolk County; Thomas Tredwell, Ezra L'Hom- 
medieu, John Poster. ---— - -------- - - -^_ 

For Westchester County : Gouverneur Morris, Philip 
Corilandt, Lewis Graham, James Holmes, James Van 
Cortlandt, John Thomas, Jun., Joseph Drake. 

For^KiNG's County: Johannes E. Lott^JohnJjeffertse, 
Hmry Williams, Nicholas Covenhoven, Jerem iah Rem- 
sen, John Vanderbilt, Theodorus Polhemus. 

For Richmond County : Paul Micheau, Aaron Cortel- 
you, John Journey.' 

For Queen's County: Jacob Blackwell, Joseph French, 
Jonathan Lawrence, Joseph Robinson, Zebulon Wil- 
liams, Richard Thome, Samuel Toionshcnd^ __ 

For. Charlotte County: David Watki ns. __'_'_ 

For Trydn County: John Mar kit. 

A Certificate of Archibald Campbell, Esquire, Chair- 
man of ameeting of the inhabitants of Charlotte County, 
held _at Fort Edward, on the twenty-n inth day of June 
last, was read, whereby it appears tha t Doctor -G eorge 
Smith, David Watkins, and the sa\j^& chiba[d Campbell 
Esquire, were duly elected to represent that County in 
Provincial Congress, together with John Williams, and 
William Marsh, Esquires, and that theyyor either of them, 
represent; the said County in Provincial Congress at New- 
York. The safd Certificate is filed among theTPapers of 
the Committee of Safety. 

Ordered, That the said. David Watkins take his seat. 

James Alexander, a messenger from" Philadelphia to 
Cambridge, applied with an order frorrr the Hon. John 
Hancock, Esquire, President of the ContinenMITongress, 
directing all persons to assist liim. The FreiJcfent gave 
an order for any person to assist him, and call on Tiim Tor 
payment. __ ..... !__.___ !__._'.".. 

A Letter from the Committee at ElizabetJitown, which 
accompanied three persons sent from thence under guard 
as deserters from Colonel Waterbury 's Regiment, was read. 
The Return of the Officer, of the City Military Watch last 
night, was also read; whereby it appears that the said three 
persons are under guard at the upper Barracks. There- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a Letter, be wrote to General IVoos'ter, 
informing him of the said three Prisoners, and requesting 
him to send one of his officers to the Barracks, in order to 
make the proper inquiry respecting them, r : ttt. 

A Letter from Daniel Lawrence, of the. 24th instant, 
was read, and filed ; whereby he informs, "that the four 
hogsheads of Stores (being the Gunpowder sent from Phi- 
ladelphia) were, on the 18th instant, received by him, and 
forwarded on board of Captain Cornelius Swit's vessel to 
Albany: ~ -=== ■-- — - 

A Letter from Marinus W illet t and others of the Offi- 
cers of the Troops now raising in this Colony, soliciting 
forsome allowance for Clothing, was read and filed. 

A Letter from Captain Rvfus Herrick, of Dutchess 
County, dated the 21st instant, informing that his Com- 
pany is ready, and that he waits for fuither orders, was 
read, and filed. 

A Letter frorn Daniel Everitt and othcrs^of the Com- 
mittee ofGosJien, bearing date on the 18th instant, and a 
Certificate of Colonel Clinton recommendin<: Mr. George 
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Hamilton Jackson as a Second Lieutenant in Daniel Den- 
ton's Company, was read, and filed. 

The Congress approves of the recommendation of 
George Hamilton Jackson as a Second Lieutenant. 

Ordered, That a Warrant be made for him as soon as 
the other Warrant issued for the gentleman who has re- 
signed is returned to the Secretaries. 
—A Letter from John Hancock, Esquire, received this 
day, was read, and is in the words following, to wit: 

" Philadelphia, July 19, 1775. 

"Sir: Enclosed is the commission to be filled up with 
the name of the gentleman whom your Congress shall 
please to appoint to the department of Deputy Adjutant- 
General or Brigade-Major, referred to in mine of yester- 
day. I beg you to forward by express the letter I yester- 
day enclosed for General Schuyler. I am, Sir, your most 
obedient servant, John Hancock, President. 

"Hon. Peter V. B. Livingston." 

The Letter from John Hancock, Esquire, of the 17th 
instant, received by the Committee of Safety, was also 
read, and the blank Commission contained in Mr. Han- 
cock's Letter of the 19th instant, was also read. 

A Letter from the tiew-York Delegates at Philadel- 
phia, was read. 

After some time spent in deliberating of a proper per- 
son to be appointed Deputy Adjutant-General or Brigade- 
Major, the Congress agreed to defer the appointment for 
further consideration. 

The Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, 
during the recess of this Congress, delivered in a Report 
of their proceedings. The Congress proceeded to hear a 
part of the said Report and the proceedings of the said 
Committee on the 11th July. The Congress ordered that 
the respective Letters of William Duer, Esquire, und of 
ifilliam Marsh and Joseph Rose, received by the Com- 
mittee of Safety on the 11th July, lie on the table Tor the 
perusal of the members of this Congress. 

The Congress then adjourned to five o'clock, P. M, 

Five o'clock, P. M., July 26, 1775, 
Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 
Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., Presjaent. 

For the City and County of New-York: "Isaac Low, 
Alex. McDougaU, Joseph Hallett, Abraham Brasher, 
James Beekman, Richard Yates, David Clarkson, Ben- 
jamin Kissam, John Marston, Isaac Sears, Samuel Ver- 
planck. 

For Dutchess County: Anthony Hoffman, Gilbert Liv- 
ingston, Melancton Smith, Nathaniel Sackett, Jonathan 
Landon. 

For Ulster County: Egbert Dumond, Christ. Tappen. 

For Suffolk County: Thomas Tredwell, Ezra L'Hom- 
medieu, John Foster. 

For Westchester County: Gouverneur* Morris, Lewis 
Graham, James Van Cortlandt, Philip Cortlandt, James 
Holmes, John Thomas, Joseph Drake. 

For King's County: Theodorus Polhemus, John Vander- 
lilt. 

For Richmond J^qunty: Paul Michtau, Aaran Cortel- 
you, John_ Journey. 

For Queen's County: Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Zebulon Williams, Samuel Townshend, Joseph 
French, Joseph Robinson, Nathaniel Tom, Richard 
Thome. 

For Charlotte County: David Watkins. 

FQvT?RYW~Co_umxl_JohnMarlett, 

ThePetition of John Fisher, Saddler, was read, and filed. 

The Certificate of Doctor John Jones and Dr. Samuel 
Bard, bearing date yesterday, certifying that they have 
efStfrtned Philip Henning respecting his qualifications 
toptfctise Fhysick and Surgery, and that they find him 
very deficient in his knowledge of them both, was read and 

filed. ;:t~" 

A Certificate of Brigadier-General. Mowfgomen'c, certi- 
fying that Samuel Dyckman had delivered to him at Al- 
bany the despatches for Major-General Schuyler, on the 
23d instant, was read, and delivered to the President. 



A Return from Lieutenant David Palmer, bearing date 
this day, was read and filed ; whereby it appears that he 
has enlisted twenty-three Volunteers, and waits for further 
orders. 

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on the subject of the Post-Ofiice, which was 
read. 

The Memorial of Ebenezer Hazard, of the 13th of 
June, ultimo ; two Letters from Gurdon Saltonstall, one 
bearing date the 22d of June, and the other the 3d of July; 
the Letter of Ebenezer Hazard of the 25th instant ; and 
the Memorial of John Holt, of the 16th of June, ultimo, 
were severally read and considered. Thereupon a question, 
arose, whether this Congress "will recommend any person 
to the office of Postmaster at New- York, or submit the 
appointment of the person to the J^ontinental Congress 
without such recommendation ; and the question being put, 
it was carried in the affirmative, (to wit, this Congress will 
recommend,) in manner following, to wit : 

For the Affirmative. - For the Negative. 

2 Westchester, 2 Queen's, 

2 Dutchess, 2 Charlotte, 

2 Richmond, 2 Suffolk. 

2 Tryon. — . -"-- 

— 6 
8 

The Members for the City and County of Albany, and 
County of Cumberland, are not yet arrived; several Mem- 
bers of the County of Ulster being absent on business by 
order of this Congress, and the City and Countynf New- 
York, and Counties of Orange and King's, not having a 
majority of their Members now present, were respectively 
unable to vote on the above question. 

The question was then put, whether Mr. Ebenezer Haz- 
ard, of the City of New-York, Bookseller, or Mr. John 
Holt, of the said City, Printer, should be the person to be 
recommended for Postmaster at, New-York; and it was 
carried in favour of Mr. Ebcnezer_ Hazard, in the manner 
following, to wit ; 

For recommending Mr. Hazard. For Mr. How. 

2 Dutchess, 2_Charlotte. 

2 Suffolk, J _ JL Queen's, 
4 New.Yprk, 2 Westchester. 

2 Richmond, — 

2 Tryon. 6 

12 .-- -—-_ --_^ 

Resolved, therefore, That Mr. Ebenezer Hazard Joe 
recommended as a most fit and proper person to be Post- 
master and keep the Post-Office auhe City of New- York; 
and ordered that a Letter for that purpose berwrote to the 
Delegates of this Colony at the Continental ^Congress, and 
transmitted immediately, with the originaT Papers on that 
subject now before this Congress, and copies of our votes 
on this subject. ■-■_- .—:-t-^t---- — .-- — -. 

The City and County of Albany, and the Counties of 
Cumberland, Ulster, Orange, and King's, couIoTnot vote 
on the last question, for the reas ons regpgctivelyassigned 
for their not voting on the next preceding question. _._ 

A draught of a Letter to the New- YorkjD degates on 
the subject of a Post-Officq, was read, and approved of, 
and is in the words following, to wit: . 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, July 26, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We enclose you the Report of our Com- 
mittee on the subject of the Post-Office^ with the sundry 
papers which remained before us, and the votes of our 
House' this evening on that subject. 

We are sorry that, by occasion of our late adjournment, 
and of sundry matters more immediately pressing before 
the adjournment, this matter has been so long delayed 
with us. -_ ■■"- " ~2~-- T- — ~- 

We beg leave to recommend Mr. EFenezer Hazard as 
a most careful, fit, and proper perOTrTto be Postmaster at 
New-York, and hope the Continental Congress rnay~ap- 
point him. .=_===:..=: :&»=-• -.m— i 

We conceive our present Eastern. Riders "proceed too 
far to the eastward. • General SclofyTer some - time ago 
mentioned to us the necessity of Having CouricSTs from, 
hence to Albany or Ticonderogar~ We are frequently 
obliged to send messengers to Albany, which a 1 : regular 
post to the northward would often prevent. We submit 
the necessity and utility of Northern Post Riders or Cou- 



"■'■^"^ 
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Tiers „to_the wistki_m of .the Continental Confess : and are, 
raoj^pectfull y, Gen tlemen, your most obedient humble 

servants". 



T$? r 



To ;he Aeic-York Delegates at Continental Congress. 

„..2li(!il^i.,„liiHliL£Ppy thereof be engrossed, signed by 
the president, and transmitted. 

-,I'I e , S z n § ress tnen adjourned till to-morrow morning 
nirie-b'clock. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with prater by the Rev. Dr. Rogers. Present: 

Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., President. 
For the City and County of New- York: Isaac Low, 
-AJex.^MfDmgall, Leonard Lispenard, Joseph Hallett, 
, Abraham t Bntshcr, Isaac Roosevelt, John Be Lancey, 
' John Marston, James Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, 
Richard Yates, David Clarkson, Thomas Smith, Ben- 
jamin Kissanij John Morin Scott, Isaac Sears. 
For._DyT.cHps Coi:nty: Anthony Hoffman, Gilbert 
Livingston, Metancton Smith, Nathaniel Sackett, Jona- 
than London. 

or Ulster County: Egbert Dumond, Christ. Tappen. 

For SpFFOLK : Pq^jy: Thomas Tredwell, Ezra VHom- 

medieu, John Foster. 

< F ° r W £,^S, MgXfiR-Co uNTY.: Gouverneur Morris, Lewis 

■aiarT' ^ oseph Dra ^ e ^ Philip Cortlandt, John Tho- 

"ffiffi ^Pl^li-I^Bes Van Cortlandt, Robert Graham, 

\.Wffl£m.J P M!d iT, g> James Holmes. 

F or _K IlN ' B l s , Cotxty : Henry Williams, Theodorus Pol- 

hemus, Nicholas Covcnhoven, John Vanderbilt. 
For Richmond (^vnty :_ Paul Micheau, John Journey, 

' Aaron Cortelyou, Richard Conner. 
For Queers Coun ty : Jacob Blackwell, Jonathan Law- 
rinbe, WattanQ_ Tom, Samuel Towmhend, Joseph 
F/Jjich, Joseph Robinson, Zebulon Williams, Richard 
Thome. 
For Charlotte .County : David Watkins. 
For Tryon Count_y : John Marlett. 

The Congress took into consideration the appointment 
of a Deputy Adjutant-Genera] or a Brigade-Major, and 
the several .Letters from the Continental Congress, and the 
Letter frojjlhe New-York Delegates on that subject; and 
thereupon, 

Agreed, unanimously, That this Congress will appoint 
a Deputy Adjutant-General, as being the superiour officer. 
And afte_r^c onsid ering the merits of different gentlemen 
who were men tiooed . it is_ 

Unanimously agreed, That William Duer, Esquire, is 
a proper" pel-ion' for a Deputy Adjutant-General ; and 

Ordered, That the blank Commission for that office, 
received from, the Continental Congress, be immediately 
filled up for that gentleman ; which was accordingly done. 
'" An i AccQmit^of^Sampson Dijckman, for Horse Hire and 
Stalli ng, was delivered in, and handed to the Committee 
of Accounts, 

„A.^ a £gIl t J?r^ e ii?L t o. t h e Honourable John Hancock, 
Esq'uire, was read and approved, and is in the words follow- 
ing, to wit :_ 

„. . • --^ - InTProyincial Congress, New. York, July 27, 1775. 

^ff*:J n . B c P rn P ] i ance witn the request of the Congress, 
of , which you did us the honour to mention in your letters 
of the seventeenth and nineteenth instant, we have ap- 
pointed William Duer, Esquire, Deputy Adjutant-General, 
and.taj^nfe liberty, to give him, in his commission which 
we retpvlTyesteFday, the rank of Colonel. We beg leave 
to submit tq. the ^yisdom of the Congress, whether or not 
it will be proper to have a Major of Brigade appointed 
also ; and should it be deemed necessary, we would readily 
decline. the honour.or.rKyiiinating a person to fill that office, 
having full confidence in the wisdom and integrity of our 
Delegates, and being well convinced that they will recom- 
mend no ma n who is not en dued with every qualification 
n.ec@|ary to discharge^ any trust which you may think 
proper' to reptWmliirn. 
3^e^re,wjfJi^gTeirfespect, Sir, your countrymen and 

servants. TBy order. 

4PIP- * 



To jJohji I &rKock,^ Es q . , President, &c. 



Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the Presi- 
dent, and transmitted. 

i A draught of a Letter to the New- York Delegates at 
the Continental Congress was read and approved, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, July 27, 1775. 

Gentlemen : You will readily recollect your former 
recommendation of Mr. Duer, to some members of our 
board, for a colonelcy, and therefore will not be surprised 
that we have seized the opportunity of appointing him 
Deputy Adjutant-General, with the rank of Colonef; and 
we trust you will not consider this as any disrespect toyour 
late recommendation of Mr. Lewis. We Lave submitted 
it to your body, in our letter to the President, whether the 
appointment of a Major of Brigade will not be proper, and 
at the same time submitted the person to your nomination. 
You will therefore have an opportunity of filling up the 
commission with such person as you think most capable of 
performing the duties of his office. 

We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servants. 
By order. 
To the New- York Delegates in Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the Presi- 
dent, and transmitted. ... ' . : 

A Muster-Roll of Captain Daniel Griffin's Company, 
raised in Suffolk County, signed by Phineas Fanning and 
Thomas Conkling, Muster-Masters, bearing' date on the 
twenty-fifth instant, was read and filed. - - - 

A Return from Captain Ambrose Ilorton, dated at the 
White Plains on the twenty-sixth instant, informing" that he 
has enlisted fifty-six able-bodied men, was read and filed. 

A Letter from the Committee of the County of West- 
chester was read and filed. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, on Tftursday next, take 
into consideration.the state of the Militia of this Colony. 

Ordered, That Lieutenant David_P aimer, ol Richmond 
County, bring the men he has enlistedjo tEeCity ^'New- 
York, with all convenient speed, and jjlaceTthem ip the 
Lower Barracks, and apply to Mr. Peter TCurtertim for 
Provisions and necessaries, who is hereby requested to fur- 
nish him therewith. 

Ordered, That Colonel Lispenard, Colonel McDougall, 
Colonel Holmes, Colonel Hoffman, jand Mr. Graham, be 
a Military Committee, for fourteen days frorajhls day, with 
full power d.uring that time to' order andiispose oTall things 
whatsoever relating to, or concerning the Troops raised or 
to be raised in this Colony. "~ ~" 

A Letter from Samuel Cannon to Colonel Cortlandt, 
informing that he had not influence- sufficient to raise a 
Company, and therefore resigning his Warrant as a Cap- 
tain, was read and filed. Colonel Cortlandt returned the 
said Warrant, and Colonel Holmes and"Colonel Cortlandt 
recommended Joseph Benedict as a proper person in his 
stead. Thereupon, 

Ordered, That .a Warrant bejssued Jbr tlje jajdl Joseph 
Benedict, as a Captain, and delivered to CotonelBo/mej. 

The Congress then proceeded to hear the Report of the 
proceedings of the Committee of Safety on the twelfth, 
thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth of July mst. ' 

The Congress adjourned till niqe o'clock to-nSirrow 
mornmg. ■ .-.--._....- _.___...... 

Die Veneris, Who7A.'M^y<^y~28,'WS< 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Gano. Present T"~~. 

For the City aktd Countt of New- Yrj EKr l^r V m 
Brugh Livingston, Esquire, President ; Isaac Low, 
Alexander McDoygall, Leonard Lispmard, Joseph 
Hallett, Abraham Brasher, Isaac'Rqosemlt, John De 
Lancey, James Beekmm,Sam^TVerptanck, Richard 
Yates, David Clarhon, TJwinm^Smith, Benjamin 

Kissam, Isaac Sears. '__ _ .."_.: _. 1. 

For Dure hess .County: Anlhon^ Ho^mai^Wheri 
Limngston, Melancton Smth, Nathaniel SacMt, 

Jonathan Landon. _;_ :; :.° 

For Ulster County ; James Clintm, Egb'ert Dwnond 
^UfimtopJer Tappen, John Nicholson: '"" " : ' 

Fot^OkMSS Coxj^ty! : Jphn Berrmg. : zIzZ_ 
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For Suffolk County : Thos. Tredioell, Ezra L'Hom- 
medieu, John Foster. 

For Westchester County : Gouverneur Morris, James 
Van Cortlandt, Joseph Drake, James Holmes, John 
Thomas, Jim., William Paulding, Philip Cortlandt. 

For King's County: Henry Williams, Jeremiah Rcm- 
sen, Nicholas Covenhoven, John Vanderbilt, Thco- 
dorus Polhcmus. 

For Richmond County: Paul Micheau, Aaron Cortel- 
you, John Journey, Richard Connor. 

For Queen's County: Jacob Blackivell, Jonathan Law- 
rence, Sam'l Townshend, Joseph Robinson, Nathaniel 
Tom, Richard Thome, Joseph French. 

For Charlotte County : David Watkins. 

For Tbyon County : John Marlett. 

A Letter from the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull was 
read and filed. 

A draught of a Letter to the Delegates of this Colony 
at the Continental Congress, on the subject of Tea, was 
read and approved, and is as follows, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, Now- York, July 28, 1775. 

Gentlemen : You must be sensible that our exertions 
in the publick cause have subjected us to a very large ex- 
pense, (of which certainly the greatest part is justly pay- 
able by the Continent,) and at the same time you cannot 
but perceive that a large sum of money is and will be ex- 
pended in articles purely at the cost of out Colony. These 
considerations show us the necessity of laying a tax on our 
Colony ; but prudence or policy will impress as strongly on 
your minds as on our own, the propriety of doing tins in 
the manner least liable to popular disgust, or perhaps oppo- 
sition. These observations will, we hope, introduce to you 
in a favourable light, some things which we now proceed 
to mention. 

Sundry of our "merchants have on hand a considerable 
quantity of tea imported from Holland, which cannot be 
soldjor j-easons which we need not repeat. The conse- 
quence of the situation is, that our Dutch Traders are 
deprived of the means of introducing into our Colony sail- 
duck, Russia drillings, osnaburghs, arms and ammunition, 
all of them highly necessary for us, and easily to be ob- 
tained from Holland, notwithstanding the late placart of 
the States-General, 

Should the retail price of Bohea tea be fixed at six shil- 
lings per pound, from: six_ pounds and upwards, and six and 
sixpence - by the single pound, and the wholesale price at 
fiveimcr sixpence, with a tax of one shilling on the pound, 
payable by the vendor, and similar regulations for green 
tea, we might raise a considerable sum from the obstinate 
consumers of this article, and at the same time, the pre- 
cautions takeiL by us in giving permission to merchants_ to 
sell undetcertain restrictions, will prevent a trade which, as 
to the recommendations of the Continental Congress, may 
well be caJIeji illicit, and which does now most undoubteilly 
obtain, as "will readily be acknowledged by those who per- 
ceive the general consumption of it throughout the Colony. 

We have already furnished to Connecticut almost all the 
tents which _we_bad provided for our own troops, and we 
have riot now any materials to make more; and we further 
precaution you that we do not mean to encourage the future 
introduction of tea into the Colony. Should you, gentle- 
men, "and the Congress, perceive force in what we have 
just now hinted to you, we humbly conceive it would be 
proper for the Congress to refer our determination in gene- 
ral terms to c ertain petitions which have, as we are informed, 
been presented Jo them by those who have quantities of 
tea intheir possession. 

The prudence, the reason, the ""policy of making provi- 
sion which will prevent those gentlemen from being in- 
fluenced by the strong temptation toa clandestine sale, with 
many-other considerations to the same effect, which will 
naturally arise b your minds, we modestly forbear to men- 
tion, but beg leave to assure you, gentlemen, that with the 
highest deferencejo the superiour judgment of the Conti- 
nental Congress, we are yourmust obedient humble ser- 
vants. By order. 

To the New- York Delegates in the Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the' Presi- 
dent, and transmitted. 



A draught of a Letter to the Delegates of this Colony 
at the Continental Congress, on the subject of Flaxseed, 
was read and approved of, and is in the words following, 
to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, July 28, 1775. 

Gentlemen: As considerable quantities of Flaxseed 
will, in all probability, be ready for shipping long before 
the tenth of September next, we submit it to the Congress 
whether it will not be proper to inhibit the exportation of 
that article immediately. 

We are, Gentlemen, respectfully, your most obedient 
humble servants. 

To the New-York Delegates In Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the Presi- 
dent and transmitted. 

A draught of a Letter to the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, 
in answer to his Letter of the twenty-fifth instant, received 
this day, was read and approved, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, July 28, 1775. 

Sir : We have received your letter of the twenty-fifth 
instant, requesting that this Congress will furnish Colonel 
Hinman's Troops at Ticonderoga with tents. Convinced 
of the absolute necessity of such_ supply, and of the ina- 
bility of your Colony to furnish it, although our own Troops 
will soon want them, and we are In doul^wb„eLherrwe shall 
be. able to get materials to make others, yet we shall take 
care to send up the tents with all possible despatch, ex- 
pecting that, as they are taken on account oTyourT^olony, 
you will remit us the money to pay for them, and some 
other expenses incurred for your Colony, of which we shall 
send you an account. 

We are, Sir, your very humble servants. 

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Governour of the 
Colony of Connecticut. 

P. S. We supplied General Wooster with upwards of 
two hundred tents, made of the very best materials. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the Presi- 
dent, and transmitted. 

The Petition of John Morrell, Adam Patrick, and Isaiah 
Purdy, praying to be discharged from confinement, was 
read. . ; ^_. ^,... Si . ; . 

Ordered, That John Morrell, Adam Patrick, and Isaiah 
Purdy, be brought to the Bar of this Congress. 

A draught of a Letter to Wolvert Acker and Samuel 
Brewster, Chairmen of the Committ ees of N ew our ^h and 
' New- Windsor, was read and approved of, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress," New- York, July 28, 1775. 
Gentlemen : John Morrell, Adam Patrick, and Isaiah 
Purdy, are liberated from their confinement upon theirWff- 
trition and promises of amendment. You will therefore 
endeavour to prevent any injuries to their persons or pro- 
perty, and at the same time, if you Ihink it necessary, we 
recommend it to you to take security for their keepirig of 
the peace, which may be done according to the common 
course of the law; at the same time, if you shall be of 
opinion that, the peace and safety of the country cannot 
otherwise be preserved, you will take from them all arms 
of offence. But this, as it is' a punishment in its nature, 
ought to be inflicted only with the utmost caution, and 
therefore we recommend to you the utmost deliberation and 
tenderness on this occasion. """ .;.;"" ~ :t" 

We are, Gentlemen, your humble servants. By order. 
To Messrs. Wolvert Acker and Samuel Brewster, Chair- 
men of the Committees ofNetvburgh and New-Windsor 
Precincts. : 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the Presi- 
dent, and transmitted. 

John Morrell, Adam Patrick, and Isaiah Purdy, being 
brought to the Bar of this Congress, were informed that 
the Congress had wrote a Letter to the Committees of 
Newburgh and New- Windsor, to take securities of th e 
peace of them, and to disarm them if they thought proper," 
and .that the Letter should be sent By Mr. Robert Boyd. 
They were then admonished by the President of their past 
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impTudent conduct, of the evils thereof to society, and the 
dangers they had run, and charged to behave in such man- 
n0I \f o J^lU u iii. Ic i? s - t0 S' ve no offence or uneasiness to 
their„ncighbours or any others, and were then discharged. 
-s"Ti ( '^o n ^ r( -' ss adjourned to five o'clock this afternoon. 
•jm** Tftn¥ »:t *yBf- u^iS - - s .. .. ■ v ; 



iktjiiqjfli ^.4^.4 I .*.* *4 R*V*" Ul <Lk 
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'lc'Vpneris, 5 ho. P.M., July 28* 1775. 



s*suj°-QwHS rcss rnetpursuant to adjournment. Present: 
t For the Cijnr. and County of New- York: ~ 



TThe C( 

^For the Crry. and County of New- York : Peter Fan 

■ J *Qf"$ l Livingston, President ; Isaac Low, Alexander 

McDougall, Abraham Brasher, John De Lancey, 

f '""fl"f lcs lite ^ mm - Samuel Verplanck, Richard Yates, 

^Ji&VWKSmith, Benjamin Kissam, Isaac Sears. 
wiFor D[m;HESs ii ,CouNTY : Anthony Hoffman, Gilbert 
3^Id?ingston, Melancton Smithy Nathaniel Sackett. 

K?^fijm t Q.S.SM7kSJ. l a ™™ Clinton, Egbert Dumond, 
&i£<kdd pl l < ir Tappen, John Nicholson. 
'For U r \NfiE ,. Cqjjnty; John Herring. 

£ ^\T.L°I^oe£tV : ' Thos. Tredwell, Ezra VHom- 

Wflicu, John Foster. 
"^o^YeJtcjiester.Qpunty: Gouverneur Morris, James 
^j^iSSTik^ilMKp Cortlandt, Jas. Holmes, John 
..+d'Jj!iWM> s > Wi lliam Paulding. 
**For Ki.no's County : 'Jeremiah Remsen, Nicholas Co- 

ytlOioven, Theodorus Polhemus. 
, For iTuni ™™Coo5m .:. Paul Micheau, John Journey, 
t Aaron Cortelyou, Richard Conner. 
,JP]2L^?i-"et:n^s ,Qo\jWt_x-, Jonathan Laivrencc, Samuel 
, \ss. S!°W^AL n dj_Joseph French, Joseph Robinson, Na- 
■ ■■-* tha nicl Tom . Richard Thome. 
, JLor, Tiijon CqipTY: Jo hn J^arlett. 

The Congress proceeded to hear the Report of the resi- 
due of the Cornmittee of Safety read. The same being 
fully and completely read and heard, 

Resolved, That this Congress do heartily approve of the 
conduct of the Committee of Safety during our late recess, 
arrd that the thanks of this Congress be rendered to them 
for their faithful sei\iccs. 

■Vrdired^ that 'Peter T. Curtenius, as Commissary of 
ll H s Congress, have Soldiers' Tents made of English Duck, 
sujffi.den| : ,.fgj .QmiljQujapd men, and forward the same to 
theCpr nmissar y of the Connecticut Troops at Albany, with 
directions to him to forward them to Colonel Hinman at 
Ticonderoga. 

Mx.Beekman^d Mr. Cortelyou reported, that in obe- 
dienc.e_to_the_order of the Committee of Safety, they had 
be ^.^iiWMwM? s .,g5irJ, Jun., Lieutenant-Colonel, and 
Captain James Arnold, two officers appointed by General 
%MfirJayto purpose, to view and estimate what'dama- 
ge^Eadlieen done to the ground and fencing, &c, of Mr. 
Nicholas. HIrring, on which the Connecticut Troops were 
lately encamped. That they estimate the damages which 
the said Nicholas Herring has sustained in his land, fences, 
orchard, &c., by the said Troops, together with the use of 
the_saidjand,ju eighty Pounds; and that the said Lieu- 
tetet^dpjieMmrffew, Ward, and Captain James Arnold, 
%*! signed a certificate and estimate of the said damages, 
and agreed to allow the same ; which certificate and allow- 
ance being read and" filed, is m the words following, to wit : 

*' We, the underwritten, do agree to allow Mr. Herring 
e '.e^ lt y .•P oun( i' s ' f° r . t ! 1 . e ^ ama g es which he has sustained on 
hisjand, fences, and" orchard, by the late encampment of 
General Wooster\s Troops, together with the use of said 
land. " Andrew Ward, Jun., Lieut. Colonel. 

" James Arnold, Captain. 

'iSew-York, July 27, 1775." 

The Congress adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday 
motnitjg. ■- •— — ■■■--—— 

, ^ .._'■';_ ■j.. : .- ; >, ^.»,. , ^Die_L™a3, 10 ho. A. M., July 31, 1775. 
_ Present: Peter Van Rrugh Livingston, Esquire, Pre- 
sident, &c. _ 

The Deputies for the City and County of Albany pro- 
duQe<| Pfiw^edentials, which were read and filed, and are 
in the w ords fbllowinp '. to wit : 

W Vi j|pt> %: .Kjj^S^p^fey Committee Chajnbcr, July 13, 1775. 

:<Ji The Co mmittee of this = Qity and County havin^ here- 
tofore fappointedTIeslre. Abraham Yates, Junior, ^Robert 



Yates, Abraham Ten Broeck, Jacob Cuyler, Henry Glenn, 
Francis Nicoll, Peter Silvester, Dirck Sivart, Walter Liv- 
ingston, Volkert P. Douw, and Robert Van Rensselaer, 
the Deputies of this City and County, to attend the Pro- 
vjRcial Congress, with general powers to represent this City 
and. Q.QJ'nty, but by reason of the inconvenience attending 
the attendance of all the Deputies in the said Provincial 
Congress, 

"It is therefore Resolved, That, for the future, the said 

Deputies attend the said Congress, or any four or more of 

their number, for the purposes aforesaid, with the same 

power and authority as if all the said Deputies were present. 

"Abraham Yates, Jr., Chairman. 

"John Bay, Secretary pro tempore." 

Colonel McBougall informed, the Congress that the men 
raised for his Regiment were very pressing for money, and 
that unless he be provided with some more money many of 
them wjll leave the service. ZZ^ 

Ordered, That Colonel McBougall have leave to bor- 
row as much money on the credit of this Congress (and 
give his obligation for the same) as will enable him to 
pay the men enlisted for his Regiment, to the first day of 
August. 

A draught of a Letter to the .AW>-rorfc~ Delegates at 
Congress, on the subject of Money, was read and approved, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

A Letter from General Schuyler at Saratoga, on the 
sixteenth instant, was read and filed. 

Ordered, That Doctor John Jpn^s, and Doctor Treat, 
be requested to examine alFthe Medicines purchased or 
put up forthe use of the Regiments raised in this Colony, 
and to designate and reject any such as are not of a proper 
quality for that use, and that they be requested to send to 
the Congress a report of such their examination. 

Ordered, That Mr. Peter T. CurjemiiXeJequested, 
without delay, to send to Albany, for the use of the Second 
Regiment, seven hundred and tweijty Pouches and Belts, 
seven hundred and twenty^ Bayonet Belts, seven hundred 
and twenty Brushes and Wlres^ forty-three hundred and 
twenty Flints, one hundred and twenty Camp-Kettles, 
seven hundred and twenty Canteens, seven hundred and 
twenty Haversacks, and the Clothing for the said Regi- 
ment, and Medicine Chest," examined by Doctor John Jones 
and Doctor Treat, .and completed agreeable to their appro- 
bation and direction. 

A Letter from Colonel Guy Johnson, dated Ontario, on 
the eighth instant, was read and filed. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be made and enclosed to 
theJVeW-jorA:, Delegates at Philadelphia. 

A Letter from the Committee of Alba ny was read and 
filed. 

A Letter from John N. Bleecker "at" Albany, v/\th the 
Accounts enclosed, were read and filed. 

Mr. Robert Yates, of Albany, dirivTredlnlo^Congress 
sundry Papers relating to Indian Affairs, which were read, 
and are marked and numbered as follows, to wit : 

No. 1. A Speech of four Oneida Chiefs" to""" the' Com- 
mittee of Albany, dated at the Committee C ham ber, at 
Albany, June 24, 1775. 

No. 2. A Speech of the Inhabitants^ of Albany County, 
drawn up by the Committee of Albany ,~ spoken at the 
German Flats to the Oneida Indians. "'" ""~~ 

No. 3. A Speech to the Inhabitants of ^ISan^'being 
the answer of the Oneidas and Tuscaroras at the G erman 
Flats, dated July 1st, 1745. 

No. 5. A Speech of the InhabftainTof Tryon County 
to the Oneidas and Thscaroras, in a meeting at the Ger- 
man Flats, 29th June, 1775. Z 

No. G. A Speech from the Oncida~fndIans, dated 24th 
June, 1775, in answer to the Speech delivered by the Inha- 
bitants of Tryon County. 

No. 7. A History of an Embassy of the Siockbridge 
Indians with the Caughnawagas. 

No. 8. A Conference between the Stockbrid^e and 
Caughnawaga Indians. 

Ordered^ That the abovementioned..copies of Speeches 
and Papers relating to' Indian Affaiis," be enclosed to the 
hcw-Yurk Delegates at the Continental Congress. 



^^^-^— -^'- 
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Copy of a Letter, appearing to have been written from 
Joseph Reed, Esquire, Secretary to General Washington, 
was read, giving advice of the sailing of three Men-of- 
War, &tc, from Boston. 

A draught of a Letter to the Committee of Correspon- 
dence for East-Hampton and Southold, was read and 
approved ; and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, July 31, 1775. 

Gentlemen : By the enclosed copy of a letter from 
General Washington to General Wooster, we think not 
unlikely the designs of these ships may be to take provisions 
from different parts. As Montauk and other parts of the 
east of Long-Island are much exposed, we judged it proper 
to give this intelligence, that you might take such methods 
for securing the stock there as you shall judge necessary. 
Hulbert and Grijfing's companies can be employed for 
that purpose till otherwise ordered. I am, &c. 

To the Committee of Correspondence for East- Hampton 
and Southold. 

Ordered, That a copy be engrossed, and signed by the 
President, and transmitted. 

The Congress adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

t»ie Martis, 9 lio. A. M., August 1, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with prayers by the Reverend Mr. Jnglis, Present: 

Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President. 

A Letter from John Taplin, Esq., of Newbury, one of 
the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas in. Gloucester 
County, was read and filed. 

A Letter from John Burger to Peter T. Curtenius, 
bearing date at Ticonderoga Landing, the 19th July, ult., 
was read and filed. 

A Return of Provisions from Elisha Phelps, Commis- 
sary at Albany, dated the 21st ol [July, ultimo, was read 
and filed. 

A Letter from David Pye was read and. filed, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

Clarkstown, July 31, 1775. 

Sir: The bearer hereof, Captain Robert Johnston, has 
his company now full ; and as he is a sum of money out, 
by this I take the liberty to recommend him to you for 
direction where he may have the necessary supplies for the 
company. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, David Pye. 

To Peter V. B, Livingston, Esq. 

A Letter from Elisha Benedict, of the 24th ultimo, was 
read and filed ; he, thereby informed that his company is full, 
and that he has some men to spare. Encloses a Warrant 
to Samuel Fletcher, now returned agreeable to the order 
of the Committee JoLSafefy, and requests a Warrant to 
William McCune, of Cumberland County, as First Lieu- 
tenant in his stead. 

Ordered, That a Warrant issue to the said WiJliamMc- 
Cune .accordingly. 

A .Letter frsjrn Ge neral Schuyler, of the 21st pit., was 
read and filed. 

The extracts of the Letters therein enclosed, were read 
and filed, and are in the words following, to wit : 
Extract of a Letter, dated Lebanon, llth July, 1775, 
from the Honourable Governour Thubbull to Major- 
General Schuyler. 

" I have to acknowledge the receipt of your favour of 
the 10th instant, which came by Benet. Per same hand 
I received a letter from Colonel Hinman, at Ticonderoga, 
in which he says, ' there are many things which the act of 
Assembly provides for the soldiers which they never have 
as yet received, which occasions murmurings and discon- 
tents, and much weakens my authority among them ' Copy 
of the. act of Assembly has been forwarded some time ago 
to the Provincial Convention of New-York. Our Com- 
missary, Mr. Elisha Phelps, has also a copy. If New- 
Yorkdqes not supply our Troops, as they have a right to 
expect, this Colony must, fulfil their engagements them- 
selves. _ " ' ' 
" I pray youHnterposition in this matter." ' 
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Extract of a Letter, dated Ticondeboga, July 21, 1775, 
from Major- General Schuyler to the Continental Con- 
gress. 

" I enclose you a copy of a letter I __have just received 
from Governour Trumbull. I am very sorry that the Colo- 
ny of Connecticut has made such large allowance for the 
daily subsistence of the men. It is difficult and expensive 
to procure the things here which they are to have agree- 
able to the law of their Colony, and, what is worse, other 
Troops that may join will certainly expect the like allow- 
ance, and a discrimination cannot be made in faygurof the 
Troops of any particular Colony. 

" A resolve of Congress what shall be the Continental 
allowance, and that no Colony shall send their Troops any 
thing more than what shall be prescribed, would settle the 
matter, and prevent that jealousy which will otherwise take 
place." 

A Letter from General Schuyler, of the 22d day of July, 
was read and filed. '■'' 

The Warrant of Morris Hazard was returned, and Mr. 
John Lawrence, of Newtown, being recommended in his 
stead, is approved of. 

Ordered, That a Warrant be issued_to_ thj3_said_ JqAp 
Lawrence, in the stead and place of the said Morris Ha- 
zard, II 

Ordered, That Jacob Cuyler be added to the Military 
Committee, which was appointed on the_27th ultimo. 

Resolved, That every officer who "has already enlisted, 
or who shall hereafter enlist a^soldi^ri t ajhe Regiments now 
raising in this Colony, shall be entitled to a dollar for each 
such soldier who shall pass Tnuster, and be received into 
the service, the officer paying the expense of such enlist- 
ment. 

A copy of a Conference between i_two Qneidas and the 
Albany Committee, on the 25th ult., was read. 

Ordered, That this copy of a Conference be sent to 
the New-York Delegates at Congress by the first con- 
veyance. ■ -• - - _ 

A Letter from Goose Van Schaick, Colonel of the Se- 
cond Regiment, bearing date on the 24th instant, with a 
Return of the present, state of his Regiment, as far as 
known to him, were read and filed, 

The Petition of Sampson Dyckman was react: he there- 
in sets forth that he had suffered great damages by one 
Hesington, a messenger from MMsachusetts J-o Philadel- 
phia, greatly injuring his horse _nL.a~ journey to Philadel- 
phia. - ^ - -—^ ~— - ::- 

Ordered, That Mr. Thome and Mr. Paulding be a 
Committee to. inquire into the damages Sampson Dyck- 
man has .sustained by occasion of „th_e premises mentioned 
in his Petition, and to make a report thereon to this Con- 
gress. "--' f-^-"— -■-;----- . - _..:^^_ 

Ordered, That Captain Peter Lent, and Mr. Gilbert 
Cooper, of Orange County, be appointed, and are hereby 
appointed Mustermasters for Captain Robert Johnson's 
Company of soldiers, now enlfstecl in "'the 7 Continental ser- 
vice, and that they, or either of I tjiemcarejully muster the 
men, and pass none but such as they deem useful, active, 
sprightly men, and fit for service.. 

Ordered, That Colonel Holmes .and Colonel Philip 
Cortlandt, or either of them, be appointed, and are hereby 
appointed to muster any soldiers. rais.e_d_ojLto_be„rais_ed_for 
Colonel Holmes's Regiment, and who shall not have been 
mustered by some other person Appointed by this Con- 
gress, r: :~\ ~ - -—-—— —- -— - 

And Ordered, That Colone] CHntonYeJn TlTFe i manner 
appointed to muster the Regiment. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, of the 26th. July] ult., 
was read and filed. . .... 

A second Letter from Gemr$J§cJiuyler, of the 27th of 
July, was read and filed. 

Ordered, TJhat_Colonel Ten Brqeck be added, to the 
Committee of Rank, in the place of Colonel Van Rensse- 
laer, who is absent. ' '■' 

The President informed the Congress thlufthlTRecorder 
had. waited on him at the door, a nd informed hTm that the 
Boat which had been buildjng by order of the Committee 
of Safety was sawed to pieces fnd entirely destroyed. 
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^-Osfej^ JTha_t this matter be^ taken Jnto consideration 
f o- mono w'mofnm <r . 



Ordered, That Colonel McDnvgall be at liberty to set- 

t [ ( L^j t jL i;i ' c !L Ciiij^J^" :c '' h "hfi^aj'e going on service, for 
ruo ^onTn l pay. 

rz. J-Ug- Congress then adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow 
TOcinjitlg". " 



■iSfe <^-.^^_, JK$ crcun '> 9 ho - A - AI -> August 2, 1775. 
«■ Congress met puisuant to adjournment. Opened with 
pnyeYJTby the"Reveiend JMr. Mason. Present : 
y Peter V. B. fAyipgston, Esq., President, &c. 

-v- A,J-sgt t c i i foffl ^A^ J-'""»i, recommending Isaiah JFooZ 
^.T-^ci^ianf^Firecworker of his Company, was read and 
nledj, ^e^sj^d_iiffiaA_ is approved of. 

_ * y^t?iLJIi 1 . il il 1 .?J?. e appointed Lieutenant Fire-worker 
of C aptain Lamb's Company. 

ag^&WSX^^-DSl.afl.y Ravens Duck or Osnaburghs to be 
ptrnAasedin the City of New- York, and Mr. Peter T. 
jCMtemmAnhrmed this Congress that without Osnaburghs 
phd K ayens Duck he can no_t complete Tents for the Troops, 
ip^ibatjioiie can, be obtained but what is. in the hands 
oLjRp.SeJi^ild John Murray ; and as the service would 
Q-^^tW^-^lulift g reat ly> an d the necessity of the cause 
fenders T^a^sdgteiy necessary ; therefore, 

L.S^P^Z^ a LML-..? e<er T. Curtemus purchase as 
I^S ^pna^ uck and" Osnaburghs of Messrs. Robert, and 
J^bnMurray as he may want for the publick service, on 
the teTms_ they offered them to him. 

"i^^^^aM^^M hu i/ ler to the Albany Commit- 
tee, advi sing tbemfrom the necessity of the case, and to 
s^ve time, to"HTI up the vacancies of such Officers In the 
.S£ c SS4 l! ^?a' m . e . n ?_.. a .?_^. a< l declined the service, was read. 
Also a list ofthe Offic ers of the Second Regiment, as now 
fijced , vvjth th e changes that had been made therein by the 
Albany Committee was read. 

*™' Q.rderedjJT^a\ : the said List be delivered to the Com- 
ggfleei ffO^ n'k. and that the following gentlemen be added 
' to tWsaid ..Committee" of Rank, to wit : Mr. John Sloss 
Hofa ri^mjhg, Me?$ of Colonel Woodhutt; Mr." Herring 
Wtlje place cTColonel Tusteen; Mr. Marlett in the place 
M-Christopher P. Yates; and David Watkins in the stead 
of Major Williams. 

— A Letter from Jojiri Dennis, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of New-B_rumwick, in answer to the Letter ofthe Com- 
PP e .jrf,Jkf et y> °f the 21st ult., was read, and is in the 
w^rds following, to wit : 

■fjtejx.r ..^A**^^^...,-^ 1 ? °f New-BrunEvvjck, July 27, 1775, 
^Gentlemen :, Your favour of the 21st instant came safe 
Gyiand, the contents of which was duly observed. Appli- 
cation was imm ediately made to Mr. Merrill, who savs 
about three weeks past, a person coming from Egg-Har- 
bour, when within the Hook, he saw a Boat standing down 
our bay that he thought was loaded with flour, which boat 
he believes went along side the man-of-war ; this is all he 
ever hea rd or knows of th e matter.. Every other inquiry 
&"0(tf : ' power has been made, but can make no further djs- 
SWexf'. AUTntellTgences or discoveries of every action 
iiiTTllical to Amerimajj^erty , and every matter of insfruc- 
tfan for our betier preservation, will ever be paid a due 
regl'rd to, and cheerfully received by the Committee of this 
City. 

_:Assure yourselves, gentlemen, that this Committee has, 
and ever will be ready to render to their Countryewry 
5^yice^jn T . ;r th j e ir v power, and will continue to give a strict 
a^MntibW jo r aM Jujy observe all resolutions formed by the 
Con t i nen taKCon gress ■ 

"*We are, with esteem, gentlemen, your obedient bumble 
servants, ' " "" John Dennis, Chairman. 

'To Mr. Uenru Williams. 

Ordered, That the Committee formerly appointed to 
cohtract for Pouches, Celts, and Slings, do contract for 
eight "hundred and* eighty Pouches and Belts, and eight 
hundred^ajjdeighty Bayonet-belts, and eight hundred and 
eighty Slingsfor muskets, besides the quantity of two thou- 
sand each of those article s contracted for. And that the 
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said Committee get the said articles made with all possible 
speed. 

Mr. Low moved that this Congress make a Resolution 
in the words following, to wit : 

, ,, .In. Provinci;4_Co.njrresa, August 2, 1775. 

Whereas, it appeared to the Committee of Safety, ap- 
pointed by this Congress during their late recess, that a 
Barge belonging to His Majesty's ship Asia, was, without 
any "prWb'c'atibti, attacked, and most wantonly destroyed: 
And whereas, the Corporation of this City had, under the 
sanction of the said Committee, ordered another Barge to 
be built, in order to replace the Barge so destroyed as 
aforesaid : And whereas, this Congress had approved of 
that and the other conduct of their said Committee, and 
voted them their th_a_nk.s_.for their faithful services: And 
whereas, notwithstanding, some disorderly and evil dis- 
posed persons did, in the night, destroy and render useless 
the said Barge, so ordered to be built as~a[bresaTd7 by saw- 
ing it in pieces: And whereas, the Corporation have since 
formally applied to_ this Congress for their direction in the 
premises: 

Resolved, That the perpetratofs~oTtlie said act are guilty 
of a high offence and insult agai_s_tthi_S__Congress, and the 
Colony they represent, as endeavouring to contravene the 
true intent and meaning of their appointment. That they 
are base violators of the Association subscri bed by this 
Congress, and by them recommended to the adoption of 
their constituents. 

In order, therefore, that the sen__e_of _ this Congress may 
be fully known relative to such outrageous acts, 

Ordered, That this Resoluti on be immediat ely made 
publick, not doubting but that the good inhabitants of this 
Colony will duly assist and support this Congress in detect- 
ing, convicting, and bringing to condign punishment all such 
factious offenders, as disturbers of _t_he publick peace, and 
enemies of their Country. 

Mr. Low's motion was seconded by Mr. Walton. After 
some time spent in consideration thereof, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be 
postponed till Friday morning next. 

A Letter from, the New-York Delegates at.Continental 

Congress, was read. 

Ordered, That John Herring, Esquire, go up to Dobls's 
Ferry, and see the Powder forwarded, and that Mr. Jacob 
Cuyler appoint an Albany Sloop to stopat Dobbs's Ferry, 
and that he write a private Letter to the Committee of 
Albany, informing them of the s_fd Powder, and desiring 
them to forward the same, " ~ ~: 

Ordered, That Cornelius D. Wynkoop be Lieutenant- 
Colonel in the Third Regiment, and ordered that he mus- 
ter Captain Hasbrouck's and Captain .Brown 's Companies. 

A Committee ofthe Officers of the First Regiment 
(inferior to Field Officers) attending_t the door, were admit- 
ted, and, by Captain Goforth, rdeljverec f in writing to the 
President three Questions, in the words following, to wit: 
Whether the Congress will favour this ComjTiitteejwith an 
answer to the Memorial presented some days ago from the 
Officers of the First Regiment ? We shall be glad to be 
informed what our Pay is to be from the "Captains down to 
the Privates, the Adjutants and the Quartermasters in- 
cluded ? And whether the Officers are jo jecejv e ibeir 
Commissions before they embark? . 

The said Committee of Officers, being withdrawn, the 
Congress took their Queries into consideration, and deli- 
vered them an answer in the words following, to wit : 

To the_ Queries of the Committee of Office rs of the 
First Regiment, the Congress"gi ves "the "following "answers, 
to wit : ~_. 

1st. That they are not at liberty to make any allowance 
for the Clothing and Arms mentioned in thfijr Letter of the 
26th ultimo. ji::: _ ..__!__::'.' __:__: :'___.. 

2d. That the Pay of the TroopsT^e^uT1lEe = Colony 
will be ascertained by the Continental Congress, but we 
have received assurances that it will no t be jess th an _the 
pay of the Connecticut Troops. ----""-'- : — " — — — = " 

3d. That the Warrants given to We O^cCTsTre to re- 
main with them instead of Commissions until jheir Com- 
missions arpye from the General. . ' __ . ___7 
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For Robert G. Livingston. 
3 Albany. 



Die Mercurii, 4to ho. P. M., August 2, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 
Peter V. B. Livingston, Esquire, President. 

Jesse Woodhull, Esq., of Cornwall Precinct in Orange 
County, appointed in Congress. The Minutes of the Re- 
turn of Deputies were read, whereby it appears that Israel 
Seely, Jesse Woodhull, and Jeremiah Clarke, were appoint- 
ed. Deputies for that Precinct to represent them in this 
Provincial Congress as part of the representation of Orange 
County. 

Ordered, That Jesse Woodhull, Esq., take his seat. 

A majority in the Third Regiment being now vacant, 
the following question was put, to wit : Who shall be Major 
of the Third Regiment ? and the votes of the Counties 
present being taken, were delivered in the manner follow- 
ing, to wit : 

For Henry Livingston, Jr. 
2 Dutchess, 2 Charlotte, 
2 King's, 2 Tiyon, 

2 Suffolk, 2 Westchester, 

2 Queen's, 2 Richmond, 

4 New- York, 2 Ulster, 

22 
Ordered therefore, That Henry Livingston, Junr., be 
appointed Major of the Third Regiment of Troops now 
raising in this Colony, as a part of the Army of the United 
Colonies raised for the defence of American liberty, and 
for repelling every hostile invasion thereof. 

Ordered, That Warrants be made out in Capt. Nichol- 
son's Company : First Lieutenant, David Dubois ; Second 
Lieutenant, James Grigg. And for Capt. Jacobus Bruyn, 
First Lieutenant, Thomas De Witt; Second Lieutenant, 
Albert Pawling. In Captain Daniel Denton's Company, 
for Second Lieutenant, George Hamilton Jackson. In 
Captain Elias Hasbrouck's Company, for First Lieutenant, 
Cornelius T. Jansen ; Second Lieutenant, Petrus Roggin. 

OMered, That Mr. Job Mulford, Gentleman, be ap- 
pointed Adjutant of the Fourth Regiment of Troops now 
raising in this Colony. 

Ordered, That Captain John Lamb proceed with his 
Artillery Company to Ticonderoga, and join the Army 
under the command of General Schuyler, with all possible 
despatch. 

Die Jpyis, 9 ho. A. M., August 3, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with a prayer by the Rev. Dr. Livingston. Present : 
Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President. 

Ordered, That the Chairman, or Deputy Chairman of 
the General Committee of Association of the City of Neiv- 
York, be requested immediately to summon the Commit- 
tee, in order to take intp consideration the papers relating 
to George Coffin's Vessel and cargo, now delivered to him, 
in order to make report thereon to this Congress: And that 
if a sufficient number of the members of that Committee to 
make a quorum cannot be convened, that such number as 
can be immediately convened, do make such report with all 
possible despatch. 

A Letter from Walter Livingston, Esq., was read and 
filed. ; 

A copy of the Commission of Walter Livingston was 
read and filed. 

Ordered, That Colonel Clinton be authorized to receive 
from Peter ■ T^Curtenius for his Regiment, seven hundred 
and twenty Pouches and Belts ; seven hundred and twenty 
Bayonet-belts; seven hundred and twenty Brushes and 
Wires; seven hundred and twenty Gun-worms; and seven 
hundred and twenty Screw-drivers; four thousand three 
hundred and twenty Flints ; one hundred any forty Camp- 
kettles; seven hundred and twenty Canteens; seven hun- 
dred and twenty Haversacks, and the Clothing for the 
Third jlegiment; and a Medicine Chest and Instruments, 
when examined an d _approved of by Dr. John Jones and 
Dr. Treat. 

And Ordered, That_Co)onel Holmes be authorized to 
get the like articles J or his_ Regiment. 

Orde red, ^That M r. Israel Evans be appointed, and is 
hereby appointed Chapltin of the First Reginfent of the 
Troops now raisingritrthis Colony . t~~ ■■'•i 



A Letter from Peter T. Curtenius,of this day, was read 
and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

"August 3, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : The enclosed is a note I received from 
Captain Lamb; should be glad to have an order from Con- 
gress about this matter. I have waited on Messrs. Hur- 
rays about the twenty pieces and sixty pieces of osnaburghs ; 
they request an order from the Congress to the Committee 
of Elizabethtown. I have made an inquiry about oars, 
and can't find above one hundred and fifty in Town, ninety- 
seven of which I sent up yesterday; for the remainder, I 
have contracted with Captain Bradley, of New-Haven, to 
deliver them in ten or twelve days. 

" I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

" Pkter T. Curtenius." 

A Letter from Captain John Lamb therein enclosed, 
was read and filed. 

A draught of a Letter to the Committee of Elizabeth- 
town, was read and filed, and is in the words Following, to 
wit: ..__ _J~..1_..... _.. 

In Provincial Congress at New-YorY, Aiigusl. 3, ~ 1775. \ 

Gentlemen: We have spared a. great number of our 
tents to the Connecticut Troops, and cannot now procure 
osnaburghs and duck sufficient to make tents for the Troops 
of this Colony in the Continental service, without taking 
that which was imported by Robert and John Ulurray. 
Necessity has, therefore, obliged us to agree to purchase 
those goods, that the service of theUnited Colonies may 
not be delayed. We therefore request you, gentlemen, 
to permit the said osnaburghs and ravens duck, of Robert 
and John Murray, to be delivered out^of your store to MrV 
Peter T. Curtenius, or his order, iorlhe uses aforesaid. 

We are, Gentlemen, your very humble servants. 
To the Committee of Elizabethtown. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

A draught of a Letter to General Washington, requesting 
blank Commissions to be sent to the_ Officers of the New- 
York Regiments, was read and approved, anc! Is i in "the. 
words following : ~ 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, August 3, 1775. 

Sir: We are informed, in a letter frorathe. Continental 
Congress, that the General would make out the ^commis- 
sions for our Regiments to such persons as this Congress 
should command, but are at a loss to know whethTeYyou or 
General Schuyler are to issue the commissions. We un- 
derstand, however, that they have be_en transtnltted to i yoii ; 
if this should be the case, and the commissions are to be 
filled up by General Schuyler, we beg you will send them 
to him, or us, without delay. ., If they are^ to be filled up 
by your Excellency, we submit it, whether, to prevent de- 
lay, it would not be proper to send them in blank to Gene- 
ral Schuyler, or to us, that the names may be filled up" 
agreeable to the arrangements made by this Congress. 
The number of commissions wanted will be about two 
hundred. ._...._ __..__._.. ._ 

We are, with the greatest respect, your Excellency's 
most obedient humble servants. By order. 

His Excellency General Washington. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. .....'_.." _^._ 

Col. Holmes has leave of absence. Volkert P.Douw, 
Esq., has leave of absence on account of his being one of 
the Commissioners for Indian Affairs. 

A Warrant to Isaac Van Waert as Second Lieutenant, 
ordered and issued this day. 

Ordered, That a Warrant be made outuTJaiobmRose- 
kraus as Captain; a Warrant to Samuel Van Vechten, as 
First Lieutenant, and a Warrant to Thom as Le e as^Second 
Lieutenant. ."" " ;~"~~ Z 

The Congress adjourned to five o'clock, P. M. 

. - ,-.. -- -^ive ho. P. /If. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Congress being informed that Captain Patrick Sin- 
clair^ is appointed Lieutenant-Gover nour an djSiiperintpn- 
dent at Missilimacana ; the said PMtncfTSinclair being 
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sent for, attended, and acknowledged that lie was informed 
by authority from his Majesty, that he was so appointed, 
and that he did expect to receive his commission and in- 
structions for thatjpurpose. And it being highly imprudent 
at this critical juncture, to permit any gentleman under 
the influence of the British Ministry to proceed to that 
post to exercise those offices, who might prejudice the In- 
dians against the inhabitants of the United Colonies, 

Resolved, That the said Captain Patrick Sinclair shall 
not be at present permitted to proceed to Missilimacana. 

And Ordered, That the said Patrick Sinclair go to 
any part of Suffolk County, on Nassau Island, and reside 
there, on his giving his promise parole on his honour that he 
will not take a ny part in the present unhappy controversy 
betwe en Great Britain and the United Colonies; and that 
he will not depart from, or go out of such part of the said 
County of Suffolk, without permission of the Continental 
Congress, or of this or some future Provincial Congress, 
untiUfJVe~presehT unhappy controversy between Great 
Britain and the Colonies shall be determined. 

Captain Patrick Sinclair declared on his honour, that 
he will not take any part in the present controversy be- 
tween Great Britain and the Colonies, and that he will 
not depart the limits above mentioned, without such per- 
mission as above mentioned. 

0n?ere<Z,~That theconsideration of the state of the Mili- 
tia of the Colony, be postponed until Monday next. 

Ordered, That Colonel Philip Cortlandl have leave to 
borrqios/much money on the credit of this Congress, (and 
give his obligation for the same,) as will enable him to pay 
two Companies of the men enlisted in the Fourth Regi- 
ment, until the first day of August next, 

The~Uongress adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., August 4, 1775. 

._ TheiCongress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Bowden. 

Mt._Harper, of Harpersfeld,neai Cherry Valley, having 
represented, the defenceless state of that part of the County 
oT Tryon,foT wanTof a small quantity of Gunpowder, and 
requested that he may be permitted to purchase'one hun- 
dred weijpu of Powder at the Powder-Mill of the Honour- 
Wiz R obert R . Livingston, Esq., on his paying the money 
for the. same, 

Ordered, That Mr. Harper have leave to purchase one 
hundred_weight of Gunpowder accordingly, for the use of 
the inhabitants of that part of Tryon County ; and the 
gentle man who has direction of the said Powder-Mill is 
requested to sell one hundred weight of Gunpowder to the 
said Mr. Harper, on his paying the cash for the same. 

MyTWatton came into Congress, and informed the Con- 
gress _that_. Captain Patrick Sinclair alleges, that Lord 
Dartmouth's, card does not warrant the inserting the words 
" of Indian Affairs" in the state of his appointment as it 
■standsZpalhg^Minytes of this Congress; and the same being 
compared with the copy of Lord Dartmouth's card, as it 
appears in the Letter of Sir Charles Thompson to Captain 
Sinclair, is found not to be warranted thereby, 

Ordered, therefore, That the words "of Indian Affairs," 
be struck_ou_t of the Minutes in the recital of his appoint- 
ment, and also in the certified copies thereof, and that the 
said. certified copies be redelivered to Mr. Walton. 

Mr. Walton soon after came into. Congress, and informed 
that hVhad. shown Ljbe amended copy of the Minutes to 
Captain Pairick Sinclair, ^nSmlQXmed him that the Mi- 
nutes'were aniended accordingly . That Captain Sinclair 
declared'that he could not" consent to the general tenour of 
that part of the Minutes "concerning him which related to 
India n- Affai rs, and could not sign it, and that the Congress 
may do as they please with him. 

Mr". Walton being asked whether he had desired Cap- 
tain S$nc}a{r to sign one of. those copies, declared on his 
honour that he had not. asked or desired him to sign it. 



Ordered, That he withdraw unto the next room, and 
remain there under guard. 

Mr. Sears (seconded by Mr. Beekman) moved in the 
words following, to wit: That the Order of yesterday for 
sending Captain Sinclair to Suffolk, be reconsidered. 

The same being agreed to nemine con., 

Ordered, That the said Order of yesterday for sending 
Captain Sinclair to Suffolk County, be reconsidered. 

Mr. Sears then moved and was seconded, that the Order 
of yesterday relating to Capt. Patrick Sinclair, be amend- 
ed, by obliterating therein the words " any part of Suffolk 
County, on Nassau Island," and inserting instead thereof the 
words "Hartford, in Conne ctic ut ;" and debates arising 
thereon, it was carried against the amendment in the man- 
ner following, to wit : 

For the Amendment. Against the Amendment. 

2 Dutchess, 3 Albany, 

2 Ulster, "'2 King's. 

2 Orange, 2 Richmond, 

2 Suffolk, .4 New-York, 

2 Tryon, 2 Queen's. 

2 Charlotte. — 

_ .-._■: 13 

12 
Dissentients from the yole.oi New-York : Messrs. Sears, 
Beekman, Hallett, Smith, Scott, and McDougall. 

Ordered, therefore, That the proposed Amendment be 
rejected. 

Captain Patrick Sinclair, at his request, being then ad- 
mitted into Congress, alleged that he had misapprehended 
part of the order. of this Congress of yesterday; and having 
received a certified copy thereof, and perused and exam- 
ined the same, he, on his honour, in publick Congress, 
declared that he would comply with and strictly obey the 

injunctions therein contained. 

A Letter from Philip Livingston and George Clinton, 
Esquires, was read and filed, and is in.thewords following, 
to wit: '_ ■■-""'_ _ 

" PhiradeiphTa, August 2, 1775. 

" Sir : We received your letter by express this morning, 
in answer to which we beg leave lo inform you that we 
have obtained an order of Congress on the Continental 
Treasury, in your favour, for one hundred and seventy-five 
thousand Dollars; but as there is not yet a sufficient num- 
ber of the bills signed to answer the most pressing occasions, 
we imagine your draft cannot.be answerecLbefore the latter 
end of the next week. We haw, however, been able to 
borrow about eight thousand Poundsfor you, which we will 
bring with us, expecting to jseUout for .^New-York this 
afternoon, the Congress having adjourned this morning till 
the 5th of September next, _ ., . , 

"We are,. Sir, your most obedient servants, 

" Phil. Livingston, 
" Tjeohge Clinton. 
" To Peter V'an Brugh Lmngsion,~Esq." 

A Letter from John Hullerf, bTTTie^Ttli uTtimo, was 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

" Southampton, July 27, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : I wrote to you the -20th_inst., informing 
you that I had enlistejl forty-nine men. I _wpuld now ac- 
quaint you that I have added to that num ber , so that this 
day sixty-eight have passed muster. In a day or two I 
hope to make return of the whole, I am. Gentlemen, your 
humble servant, John Hclbert, 

" To the Provincial Congress at New-York". 

A Letter from Abraham Yates, Jun., E sq., Chairman 
of the Committee of Albany, relative to George Sullimn, 
and covering a copy of a letter from General Wooste r to 
Colonel Waterbury, relating to the same person, was read 
and filed. Trie cxipy of General Wooster 's le tter wa s al so 
read and fileo!, ; JZl—'-.-l^ZL! IH~". L., 

Whereas, those Counties which are now represented" in 
this Congress by a majority of the Delegates sent hither Jor 
that purpose, may be deprived of their weight of representa- 
tipn, by the absence of Members upon the publick service : 

Resolved, therefore, That all Members who are aT?sgnt 



Thereupon, Ordered, That Colonel McDougall send a by the order of this House, or of the Continjentai£oji ? rp, 

Guardlot ake th e said \ Patrick Sinclair into custody. shall be counted with those who actually appear, and when 

Captain PatrKkSmcImr biinglaken into; custody, and a majority shall appear upon such counting, then those 

brought into Congress, declared he never had solicited to Members actually present shall give their vote for the said 

be Superintendent of Mian Affairs. County, as if a real inajonty were personally at this Board. 
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Mr. John De Lancey having insulted Mr. Scoti, a Mem- 
ber in this House, while the Congress was sitting, by calling 
him a scoundrel, and attempting to run his fist in his face, 

^ r ^r?.^»..T_hat Mr. John De Lancey be reprimanded by 
the President for his conduct, and that he ask the pardon of 
this Congress for his offence. 

Mr. Lore then moved, and was seconded by Mr. Foster, 
that the Congress also make and enter on their Minutes an 
Order, in the words following, to wit : " Ordered, that they 
be enjoined to let the dispute stop here, and that they pro- 
ceed no farther in it." 

And debates arising thereon, and the question being put, 
Whether the House will agree to such Order ? it was carried 
in the affirmative, in the manner following, to wit: 



For the Negative. 
2 Westchester, 
2 Orange. 



For the Affirmative. 

2 Diitchess, 2 Tryon, 

3 Albany, 2 Charlotte, 
2 King's, 2 Suffolk, 
2 Richmond, 2 Ulster, 4 
2 Queen's, 4 New- York. 

23 

Messrs. Sears, Smith, and Beekman, dissent from the 
vote of New- York. 

Ordered, therefore, That Mr. Scott and Mr. "De Lancey 
be enjoined to let the dispute stop here, and that they pro- 
ceed no further in it. 

Ordered, That Mr. Scott and Mr. De Lancey be each 
of them served with a certified copy of the said Orders by 
one of the Secretaries. 

Ordered, That Captain John Lamb be authorized to 
get the Clothes of his Company from Mr. Peter T, Curte- 
nius, when they are made. 

A Certificate of Doctor John Jones and Doctor Bard, 
bearing date on this day, was read and filed. Those gen- 
tlemen thereby certify, that they have examined Doctor 
Ebenezer tiaviland, respecting his knowledge in Physick 
and Surgery, and that they find him very competently 
qualified to act as Surgeon of a Regiment. 

Agreed and Ordered, That the said Ebemzer Haviland 
be appointed Surgeon to the Fourth Regiment of the 
Troops raised in this Colony. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the Resolutions 
moved by Mr. Low on Wednesday, the 2d instant, with 
respect to the insult offered to this Congress, by destroying 
the Boat ordered to be built for the use of His Majesty's 
Ship Asia, and which was appointed for this day, be taken 
into consideration to-morrow morning. 

Die Sabbati, 9 Ho, A. M., August 5, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, without 
prayers. Present : 

Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President, &c. 

A Letter from Dirck G. Brinckerhoff, Chairman of the 
Committee of Rombputs Precinct, in Dutchess County, 
requesting longer time to get the Association signed, was 
read and filed, 

Ordered, That Gilbert Livingston, Esq., write a private- 
Letter to the Committee, informing them that, the Congress 
agrees to their request. 

Mr. Lowmovgd, and was seconded by Mr. Henry Wil- 
liams, in the words following, to wit: 1 move that a Com- 
mittee be appointed to consider of and report, as soon as 
possible, the ways "arid means be^t adapted to discharge the 
Debts already contracted, and which", hereafter ma\ be con- 
tracted by this Congress for the exigences of this Colony 
in its present critical and alarming situation. 

The same being^unanrmously agreed to, the following 
gentlemen were'appointed a Committee for that purpose, 
to wit : M r. Robert Yate s, Mr. Tapp en, Captain Piatt, 
Mr. Gouverneur Morris, Mr.Lefferts, .Mr, Low, Mr. Ver- 
•plancli^Mx. TKoimslSmiih, Mr. URommedieu, Mr. Jack- 
son,~Mr. French^ Mr. Michcaii, Mr. Marlett, and Mr. 
Watkins; and™ ''" " ' 

Ordered, That the said Committee report with all con- 
venient speed. 

Mr. John Foster informed the Congress that the Com- 
mittee s l?f th e several Town s in Suffolk County have re- 
solved not to permiLany Cattle or Liye-Stock jo be shipped 
off from Suffolk County. And further informed the Con- 



gress, that if he may be permitted to send a cargo of Live- 
stock to the West-Indies, he does engage to bring back in 
return Military Stores, for the benefit of this Colony, if the 
same can be obtained at the Port or Ports to which the 
vessel shall touch, and give the first offer of the sale thereof 
to this Provincial Congress, or such other Provincial Con- 
gress of this Colony as shall then be sitting. 

Mr. Foster's proposal being agreed to by the Congress, 
Ordered, That Mr. Foster be permitted to ship a cargo 
of Live-Stock to the West-Indies, that he may be thereby 
enabled to procure Military Stores. 

Resolved, That the Troops enlisted ¥y this Colony shall 
be allowed fifty-three Shillings and four Pence per month, 
in such manner as the Troops of Connecticut and Massa- 
chusetts-Bay receive their pay; that they be allowed orre 
Blanket and one Regimental Coat ; that they be allowed 
ten Shillings for the use of their Arms ; and that those who 
have no Arms shall have Arms purchased for them by the 
Colony, and that such Arms shall be returned at the end 
of the campaign, in good order, and if not returned, shall 
be paid for by such Soldiers as shall be in default on that 
account. ~ 

The President produced a Warrant of the Continental 
Congress, bearing date on the 1st day of August 'Instant, 
for the payment of One Hundred and Seventy-Five Thou- 
sad Dollars to this Congress ; which was read, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

"In Congress, August 1, 1775. 

" Resolved, That a sum not exceeding One Hundred 
and Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars be paid to the Pro- 
vincial Convention of New- York, to be applied towards 
the discharge of the Moneys advanced, and the Debts; con- 
tracted for the publick service by the said Provincial Con- 
vention and the Committee of Albany, in pursuance of the 
directions of this Congress. And that the said Provincial 
Convention account to this Congress at their next meeting 
for the application of the said Money. 

" John Hancock, President." 

The Order of the Day being rea d, t he Congress resumed 
the consideration of the Resolutions m oved jo r by Mr, Low 
on the 2d instant. The same were rea d I ; and being again 
read paragraph by paragraph, on reHin^gThTsecond Re- 
solution, to wit, the last paragraph, iSr. McDougall moved 
that the word base be obliterated, and the word insolent 

inserted in Its stead. „^1„.^ = _ 

And the same being unanimously agreed to, 
Ordered, That the said Amendment The made, 
The last paragraph being read, Mr. McJDougati then 
moved that the words " and enemies to their Country" be 
obliterated. 

And debates arising thereon, and the quesTion being put, 
it was carried in the affirmative in the manner following, 
to wit : 



For the Affirmative. 


__. For_the Negative. 


2 Ulster, 
2 Dutchess, 


12 Richmond. 


2 Orange, 

3 Albany, 

2 Westchester, (Morris 


.. 2 .._, ___.. 

dissenting,) 


4 New-York, (Marston 


and Low dis- 


senting,) 
2 Tryon, 
2 Suffolk. 



19 , 

King's County equally divided; Queen's County has 
not a quorum ; Charlotte County did not vote. 

Ordered, therefore, That the words " and enemies to their 
Country," be obliterated. ',!_ " 

Mr. Gilbert Livingston then moved, and was seconded 
by Mr. Melancton Smith, that the said motion and Reso- 
lutions be wholly rejected. 

And the question being put th ereon, it passed in the 
negative in manner following, to witT 

For the Revolutions, Against the Resolutions. 

2 King's, ""_ g SulblkT " 

4 New-York, 2 Orange, , 

3 Albany, ~ : 2_ Ulster, 
2 Westchester, (Morris dissenting,) 2 Tryorr 

2 Charlotte, _„_ js- Ji iJJ 
2 Richmond. " '_' ~_ 8 

■;'"' .15 ■• " -" ^ ■■■^ ~ _ 
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'^Resolved and Ordered, therefore, That the said Reso- 
lutions, with their preambulaiy recitals or introductions, as 
amended and agreed to, be entered on the Journals as part 
of the proceedings of this Congress; and that the same be 
published in theTSewspapers ; which said Resolutions, as 
amended, with their recitals, are in the words follow- 
ing, viz : 

Whereas, it appeared to the Committee of Safety, ap- 
pointed by this Congress during their late recess, that a 
Barge belonging to His Majesty's Ship Asia, was, without 
any provocation, attacked, and most wantonly destroyed : 
And wHerens, fbe Corporation of the City had, under the 
sanction; of the saRI Committee, ordered another Barge to 
be built, in order to replace the Barge so destroyed as 
aforesaid: And whereas, this Congress had approved of 
that and the :_ other conduct of their said Committee, and 
voted _ them their thanks for their faithful services : And 
whereaSjTiotwithstanding, some disorderly and evil-disposed 
person? did, in the night, destroy and render useless said 
Barge,~so ordered to be built as aforesaid, by sawing it in 
pieces: And whereas, the Corporation have since formally 
applied to this Congress for their directions in the pre- 
mises : 

Resolved, That the perpetrators of the said act are 
guilty of a high offence and insult against this Congress, 
and thelEpJony they represent, as endeavouring to contra- 
vene the true intent and meaning of their appointment. 
That they are insolent violators of the Association sub- 
scribejLby this Congress, and by them recommended to 
the adoption of their constituents. 

In order, therefore, that the sense of this Congress may 
be fully kno wn re lative to such outrageous acts, 

Ordered, That this Resolution be immediately made 



publick, not doubting but that the good inhabitants of this 
Colony will duly assist and support this Congress in de- 
tecting, convicting, and bringing to condign punishment all 
such factious offenders, as disturbers of the publick peace. 

Ordered, That the Committee of tbe__City of New- 
York be requested to send for any such persons to appear 
before them as they shall think proper to examine ; and 
that they take examinations and every other such measure 
as they shall devise or thiiik proper, to discover the per- 
sons who sawed and destroyed the Boat lately ordered to 
be built for the use of His Majesty's Ship Asia ; and that 
they report their proceedings and discoveries therein to 
this Congress, with alLcojrvjeriienj speed. 

Three of the Delegates of this Colony in Continental 
Congress informed this Congress that they have received 
a sum of Money from a particular friend, which they will 
lend to this Congress for a few days, on receiving security 
for the same. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esquire, 
the President of this Congress, receive from the said Dele- 
gates such sum as they can lend, and give bis note or obli- 
gation for the same ; and 

Ordered, That Mr. Livingston pay Four Thousand 
Pounds of that money to the Colonels of the respective 
Regiments, or for their use, in sucF proportion as He sball 
think expedient ; and that he pay the residue thereof to 
Mr. Joseph HaJlett. V~ ~ 71 ""'"'"" ~"."7_ " — '..1 

Ordered, That one of the Secretaries write a Letter to 
Charles Thomson, Esquire, Secretary of the Continental 
Congress, requesting of him a certifiedcopy of the rates of 
the pay of the Troops in the ContTncntar Army, from a 
Colonel downwards. 



CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, Wednesday, May 10, 1775. 

— A number of Delegates from the Colonies of New- 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Neio-Yprk, New- 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North-Cnrolina, and South- Carolina, agreeable to their 
appointment, and the orders received from their respective 
Co\on\es,_met At Philadelphia, viz : 

From Nct^- Hampshire .— Mr. John Sullivan, Mr. John 
Langcton_. 

From Mas sachusett s-Bay. — Messrs. John Hancock, 
Thomas CushJng, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert 
Treat Paine. 

From Connecticut.— Mr. Eliphalet Dyer, Mr. Roger 
_£h^mnfcti , Mr . SilasJDeane. 

Fronv NE_y _Y__r t__^Mr. Philip Livingston, Mr. James 
D uane , Mr._John AIsop. 

From: ..New__Je_i___ey_.— Mr, James Kinsey, Mr. Stephen 
Crane, jAr_. JVilJiam Livingston, Mr. John De Hart, 
Mr .. Ric hM r^dZSmjth. _ _ 

From Pennsylvania. — Mr. Edward Riddle, Mr. John 
D ickms pn, TCTr. Thom as Mifflin, Mr. Charles Hum- 
phreys, Mr. John Morton, Mr. George Ross, Mr. Ben- 
jantin~Franklin, TVIr. Thomas Willing, 

From Dejlawari^ Cqenties.— Mr. Ccesar Rodney, Mr. 
Thomas, McKean, , Mr. George Read. 

From^ARYL\xT>.-^Mr. Matthew Tilghman, Mr. Thomas 
Johnson, Mr. William Paca, Mr. Samuel Chase, Mr. 

J 'ohnJJalJ:. .„,.....,.. .. 

From Virginia,— Mr.. Peyton Randolph, Mr. George 
Washington, Mr. Richard Henry Lee, Mr. Edmund 
Pendleton, Mr. Benjamin Harrison, Mr. Richard 

BlqntL : ,__,__,_ : ,,,_...._..,...., 
From TTojRTH-l^ROLiNA.-r-Mr. William Hooper, Mr. Jo- 

"seph Hewes]li[r. Richard Caswell. 
Frpm ^.uTg-CAROLiNA.--— Mr, Henry Middleton, Mr. 

Thojngs Lynch, Mr. Christopher Gadsden, Mr. John 

Rutledge, Mr. Edward Rutledge. 

. JBeing "convened in the State-House, proceeded to the 
choice ..of j 1 Presid ent; when, 

Upoti~motion, The Honourable Peyton Randolph was 
unanimously chosen President, 

AftefThe Presiden t was seated, 

Mr. Charles Thomson was Unanimously chosen Secretary. 



Andrew McNeare was alao chosen Doorkeeper, and 
William Shed Messenger. 

Ordered, That the Rev. Mr. Duche be requested to 
open the Congress with praycis to-morrow morning; and 
that Mr. Willing, Mr. Sullivan, and Mr. Bland, be a 
Committee to wait on Mr. Duche, and acquaint him with 
the request of the Congress. 

.Adjourned till to-morrow.morn.ing, at eleven o'clock. 

"--- Thursday, May 11, 1775, A. M. 

Agreeable to the order of yesterday, the Congress was 
opened with prayers by the Rev. Mr. Duche. After 
prayers, the Congress, according to adjournment, proceed- 
ed to business. ; _/;_/._;_._ 

The Delegates from the several Colonies produced their 
Credentials, which were read^ and approved, as follow: 

For the Province of New-H ampshire. 

At the Convention of Deputies, appointed by the seve- 
ral Towns in the Province aforesaid, held at Exeter, on the 
twenty-fifth day of January, 1775: 

The Hon. John Weniworth, Esq., in the Chair. 

Voted, That John Sullivan and John Langdon,^EsqTS., 
be delegated to represent this Province in the Continental 
Congress proposed to be .held at PRUadelpliia, on the 
tenth day of May next, and that they and each of them, 
in the absence of the other, have full and ample power, in 
behalf of this Province, to consent and agree to all njea_- 
sures which said Congress shall d eem n ecessary, to obtain 
redress of American grievances'. ~ ~ 

True copy attested ; _ 

Meshech Weare, Clerk to iKeConvention: 

For the Province ot"the3Iassachusetts-J3^v. 

In Provincial Congress, Cambridge, Dec. 5, l774._ 
Resolved, That the'Proceedings of the American Con- 
tinental Congress, held at Philadelphia , on the fifth day 
of September last, and reported by the honourable Dele- 
gates from this Colony, have, with the deliberation due to 
their high importance, been consideredT_iy usfand the Ame- 
ricanTZlW of Rights, therein container! ap pears to be formed 
with the greatest ability and judgment, tcTbe founded on 
the immutable laws' of nature"a nd reason, thg_ principle^Tif 
the TSaglislt Constitution, "aniTtne respective Charters and 



^ jiik_ ^.„ _ _ :,:, ,L*J.^ 
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Constitutions of the Colonies, and to be worthy of their 
most vigorous support, as essentially necessary to liberty; 
likewise the ruinous and iniquitous measures, which, in 
violation of these rights, at present convulse a nd t hr eaten 
destruction to America, appear to be clearly pointed out, 
and judicious plans adopted for defeating them. 

Resolved, That the most grateful acknowledgments are 
due to the truly honourable and patriotick Members of the 
Continental Congress, for their wise and able exertions in 
the cause of American liberty; and this Congress, in their 
own names, and in behalf of this Colony, do hereby, with 
the utmost sincerity, express the same. 

Resolved, That tlie Hon. John Hancock, the Hon. 
Thomas Cashing, Esquires, Mr. Samuel Adams, John 
Adams, and Robert Treat Paine, Esquires, or any three 
of them, be, and they are hereby appointed and authorized 
to represent this Colony, on the tenth of May next, or 
sooner if necessary, at the American Congress, to be held 
at Philadelphia, with full power, with the Delegates from 
the other American Colonies, to concert, agree upon, direct 
and order such further measures as shall to them appear 
to be best calculated for the recovery and establishment of 
American rights and liberties, and for restoring harmony 
between Great Britain and the Colonies. 

A true copy of record: Benj. Lincoln, Sec'y. 

In Provincial Congress, Cambridge, Feb. 6, 1775. 

Resolved, That the Hon. John Hancock, the Hon. 
Thomas Cushing, Esquires, Mr. Samuel Adams, John 
Adams, and Robert Treat Paine, Esquires, appointed by 
the last Provincial Congress to represent this Colony, on 
the tenth of May next, or sooner if necessary, at the Ame- 
rican Congress, to be held at Philadelphia, be, and they 
are hereby authorized and empowered, with the Delegates 
from the other American Colonies, to adjourn from time to 
time, and place to place, as shall be judged necessary, and 
to continue in being, as Delegates for this Colony, until the 
thirty-first day of December next ensuing, and no longer. 

A true copy of record: Benj. Lincoln, Sec'y. 

For Connecticut. ■ ..__ ___. 

In the House of Representatives of the Colony of Con- 
necticut, November 3, A. D. 1J7_4_._ __ __ _. 

This House proceeded to nominate, choose, and appoint 
Delegates" to at^ncTthe General Congress, to be holden at 
Philadelphia, on the tenth day of May next, and made 
choice of the Hon . Eliphalet Dyer, Hon. Roger Sherman, 
Silas Deane, * Titus Hosmer, and * Jonathan Sturgess, 
Esquires, to be their Delegates, any three of whom are 
authorized and empowered to attend said Congress, in be- 
half of this Colony, to join, consult, and advise with the 
Delegates of the other Colonies in British America, on 
proper measures for advancing the best good of the Colo- 
nies. William Williams, Speaker. 

A true copy, extracted from the Journals of the House. 
Attested: Richard Law, Clerk. 

• - i For New-York. 

At a Provincial Convention, formed of Deputies from 
the City and County of New-York, the City and County 
of Albany, and the Counties of Dutchess, Ulster, Orange, 
Westchester, King's, and Suffolk, held at the City of 
New-York, the twenty-second day of April, 1775, for the 
purpose of appointing Delegates to represent the Colony 
of New- York m the next Continental Congress, to be held 
at Phijajlelphia, on the tenth of May next, Philip Liv- 
ingston, James Dunne, John Alsop, *John Jay, Simon 
Boerum, William Floyd, *Henry Wisner, *Philip Schuy- 
ler, *George Clinton, Lcivis Morris, *Francis Lewis, and 
*Robert R. Livingston, Jun., Esquires, were unanimously 
elected Delegates to represent this Colony at such Con- 
gress, with full power to them, or any five of them, to meet 
the Delegates from the other Colonies, and to concert and 
determine upon such measures as shalLie Judged most 
effectual for the preservation and re-establishment of Ame- 
rican rights and privileges, and for the restoration of har- 

nrony between Great Britain and the Colonies. _ __. 

Signed, Leon ard Lisp enard, Isaac Ro ojeye lt, Abraham 
Walton, Alexander McDougall, and twenty-f our others. 

Notb.— All the _Members attended except those marked thus * 



We, the subscribers, do, in behalf of ourselves and 
those freeholders of Queen's County, at whose request we 
attended the Convention, signify our assent to, and appro- 
bation of, the above Delegation. 
Signed, John Fulman, Zebulon Williams, Jacob, Black? 

well, Joseph Robinson. 

For New- Jersey. 
In Assembly, Perth-Ambot, Tuesday, Jan. 24, 1775. 

Resolved, unanimously, That James Kinsey, Stephen 
Crane, William Livingston, John De Hart, and Richard 
Smith, Esquires, or any three of them, be, and they are 
hereby appointed to attend the Continental Congress of 
the Colonies, intended to be helcTat the City of Philadel- 
phia, in May next, or at any other time and place ;~ and 
that they report their proceedings to the next session of 
General Assembly. 

A true copy from the Journals. 

Richard Smith, Clerk of the Asmttbly. 

For Pennsylvania. 
In Assembly, December 15, 1774, A. M. 

Upon motion, 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That the Hon. Edward 
Biddle, John Dickinson, Thomas Mifflin, Charles Hum- 
phreys, John Morton, and George Ross, Esquires, be, and 
they are hereby appointed Deputies on the~~part of this 
Province to attend the Genera] Congress, proposed to be 
held at the City of Philadelphia, on the tenth day of May 
next; and that they, or any four of them, do mee t the 
said Congress accordingly, unless the present grievances 
of the American . Colonies shall before that tifflSIbe re- 
dressed. 

Extract from the Journals : .. ... . 

Charles Moore, Clerk of the Assembly. 

In Assembly, May 6, 1775, A. M. 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That Benjamin Frank- 
lin, the Hon. Thomas Willing, and *James Wilson, Esq., 
be, and they are hereby added to the Deputies, appointed 
by this House to attend the ContjnentaJLCongress, expect- 
ed to meet the tenth instant, in this City. 

Extract from the Journals : ,_,.,,, 

Charles Moore, Clerk of the_Assembly . 

For the^qwer. Counties ok Delajwabjt. ; 
In Assembly, Thursday, March 16, 1775, A. M. 

On motion, ™_ 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That the Hon. Ccesar 
Roolney, Thomas McKe.an, and George Read, Esquires, 
be, and they are hereby appointed and authorized to repre- 
sent this Government at the American Congress,^pTqirJsed 
to be held afthe City of Philadelphia, on the tenth day 
of May next, or at any otber time_ pr place, with full power 
to them, or any two of them, together with the Delegates 
from the other American Colonies, to concert and_ agree 7 
upon such farther measures.. as.. sha]]_ appear to tTiemJest 
calculated for the accommodation of jhe jnhappy .differ- 
ences between Great Britain and_tlie.CQl.op.ies, on^a con- 
stitutional foundation, which the House most ardently jyish 
for, and that they report their proceedings to theTiext ses- 
sions of Genera] Assembly. 

True copy of Minutes of Assembly: 

David Thomsdn, Clerk to the Assembly. 

For Maryland. . ____ 

At a meeting of the Deputies appointed by the. several 
Counties of the Province of Maryland, at the City'of An- 
napolis, by adjournment., on;th& eighth ofDecember, 1774, 
an;d..co.ritinue.d Jill the „^we][|tli..3ay of the same .month ; 

Resolved unanimously, That the Honourable Matthew 
TUghman, J'homas Johnson, Jun., *Robert GoldsBorough, 
William P'aca, Samuel Chase, John Hall, a nd * Thomas 
Stone, Esquires, or any three or mor e of t hem, be Dele- 
gates to represent this Province in„the_next Continental 
Congress, and that they, or any three or moTe of them, 
have full and ample power to conse nt^ and agree to all 
measures which such Congress shal l deem nec essary and 
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effectual to o biain_aj edxess j^^wmcq?L grievances ; and 
tins jrrovince bind themselves to execute, to the utmost of 
the*ir power, all resolutions which the said Congress may 
adopt. And further, if the said Congress shall think neces- 
^•y*' 1 fo°'adjourn, wejdojmthorize our said Delegates to rep- 
resent and actlor this Province in any one Congress, to be 
held by virtue of such adjournment. 
^Signed by order, John Ducket, Clerk. 

,,„ .«.' . -' *.*'. (OR VmGINlA. ,.«».. 

,',- L AT aJ Conyention of Delegates for the Counties and Cor- 
rarrarioiTs in the Colony of Virginia, at the Town of Rich- 
v^ndL in jhepounty of Henrico, on Monday, the twentieth 

^.^SJ^JiltB: 

JJs The Convention proceeded to the election of Delegates 
byHballot, torepresent this Colony in General Congress, to 
te.EeWIaL^^.City of Philadelphia on the tenth day of 
May next, when the Hon. Peyton Randolph, George 
Washington, *Patrick Henry, Richard Henry Lee, Ed- 
mund Pendhton, Benjamin Harrison, and Richard Bland, 
tkquires, were chosen for that purpose. 

■-•'.■'>$■'> : .- ' -j.rini Peyton Randolph, President. 

/&. ^ John.Ta|ewe,ll, Clerk of the Convention. 

■■.<■;.. !-'»;«•., ■■■i '■•*-.%•■ >*■ ■". . '«.*!•" ' '"'■ ' -■.'•' ■■■ »• 

•-<:..',' t'-.:ifcv. ; 4,-:;^OR,NQ^H-CAKpLINA, ... 

^At a general meeting of Delegates of the Inhabitants of 
tins Province, in convention at Newbern, the fifth day of 
April, 1 775 : 

HPresent : the Honourable John Harvey, Esq., Modern* 
tor, and sixty-eight members. Un motion, 

ResolmjljJTUaJ.JViUj.am Hooper, Joseph Hewes, and 
^chqrd Caswell, Esquires, be, and they are hereby ap- 
porntld* Tlelegates to attend the General Congress, to be 
lie7cT,at Philadelphia on the tenth day of May next, or at 
any other time and place that shall be appointed for that 
ptffp'ff strf'alid they are here by invested witb/such powers as 
riJly"'make any acts done by them, or any of them, or con- 
seiij giverTir i behalf ofThis Province, obligatory, in honour, 
upoTTe ^ryinha bitant t hereof. 
A true co pylrom the minutes : 

Sp^Sf^^lf^a^iiK^^Hi Hahvet, Moderator. 



' IVttesteiiniy AlxdreuTEnox, Clerk. 

. "'. 'it insist jhse 'laas'is.'tSfki'-'-aj -• • -.'■'■ .,■ J' 



t j ^S£ t ,Slf ! 'tm& t 

-' ui the AsseiMy, 1th of April, 1775. 

R esolve d. T.hat t he Hou se do highly approve ol the pro- 



Jings of the Continental Congress, lately held at Phi- 
ladelphia, and that they are determined, as members of the 
community in general, that they will strictly adhere to the 
said Resolutions, and will use what influence they have to 
irjdMfig^eTjjmer^§ervance in every individual of.th'isPro- 
ttasiz^rrz^^rrrr:":"" : -~-;:~ - ; ; ; ; .. ; : . 

This House haying received information that William 



IXqppe'r,' Joseph Hewes, and Richard Caswell, Esquires, 
WW? "appointed by the_Conyenlion, held at Neu<uenr,~as 
Delegates to attend the meeting of the Continental Con; 
gfeft, s sTOTtb "be held at Philadelphia: 

Res olved, T hat the Hou se approve of the choice made 
bytEe said Convention. 

A true copy from the Journal of the House of Assembly: 
i Jamks Green, Jr., Cleric. 






.„. -_..._— — p 0K South-Carolina. 

In the" Commons /Youse of Assembly, Friday, Feb- 
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Whereas, the Continental Congress, held at the City of 
Philadelphia in September last, amongst other things', re- 
cotrTmendedt£jiie__s_eyejal Colmte&m North- AiniricaAo 
choQse*'neputies as soon as possible, to hold another Con- 
gilFaYtEe" same place, on the tenth day of May neKt; and 
thlFHpuse being fully satisfied with the conduct and fidelity 
of Ih'elyjate TjeputTes al the Congress, do hereby nominate 
atid_ appoint the H onourab le Henry Middleton, Esquire, 
'Flw maTTj ynch, Christopher Gadsden, John Rutlidgt, and 
Edw amRuiTeil ge, ,~Esquires, Deputies for and in behalf of 
thiFColony,"to meet the "Deputies appointed, or to be ap- 
poWed on the part - and~behajf of IhlT otEc i Colonicsfat 
theJCjty of Phila delphia, or a ny other place that shall be 
agreed on by the said Deputies in General Congress, with 
fuIFpower and au thority to concert , agree to, and effectually 
WiffiS&lfflte s uch measures a s, in the~opmiori of the said Depu- 



ties, and the Deputies to be assembled, shall be most likely 
to obtain a redress of American grievances. 

Resolved, That the Deputies hereby appointed on the 
part and behalf of this Colony, are authorized and em- 
powered to agree that the Continental Congress may 
meet at any future time, and at such place as shall be 
agreed on, and to adjourn from time to time, provided it 
do not exceed nine months from the date of their meeting 
in May next. 
„,.,,,, Attested: Th omas Fa hr, Jr., Cleric. 

Extract front the Journals of the Provincial Congress oj 
South-Carolina, published by order of the Congress, 
the 11. h of January, 1775. 

Resolved, That the Honourable Henry Middleton, Esq., 
Thomas Lynch, Christopher Gadsden, John Rutledge, and 
Edward Rutledge, Esquires, or any three of them, be, and 
they are hereby appointed and authorized to represent this 
Colony on the tenth day of May next, or sooner if neces- 
sary, at the American Congress, to be held at Philadelphia 
or elsewhere, with full power to concert, agree upon^rJirect, 
and order such further measure s as, in th e opinion of the 
said Deputies, and the Delegates of the other American 
Colonies to be assembled, shall appear to be necessary for 
the recovery and establishment of American rights and 
liberties, and for restoring harmony between Great Britain 
and her Colonies. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That the thanks of the Con- 
gress be given to the Reverend Mr. JDuche, for performing 
Divine Service, agreeable to the desire of the Congress, and 
for his excellent Prayer, so well adapted to the present 
occasion. ■_..... 

Ordered, That Mr. Bland, Mr. Willing, and Mr, Sul- 
livan, be a Committee to wait upon Mr. Duche, and re- 
turn the thanks of the Congress agreeable to the above 
Resolution. 

Upon motion, 

Resolved, That the Doors be kept shut during the time 
of business, and that the Members consider themselves 
under_ the strongest obligations of h onou r to keep the Pro- 
ceedings secret, until the majority shall direct them to be 
made publick. 

A^Circular Letter from the A gents /William Bollan, B. 
FxarOclin, and Arthur Lee, Esquires, directed to the 
Speakers of the several Ajjej^bjjejjjvith^sujndry papers 
theTeTn referred to, were laidTbelbre the Congress and read; 
the Letter is as follows; T^~".;"_:i.i~7Z"jrrzii ; ^ . 

.--■-■.-. ^London, February 5, 1775, 

"Sir: Our last letter informed you that the King had 
declared his jntentions of laying the Petition before his two 
Houses_of Parliament. It has accordingly been laid before 
each H ouse , but undistinguished among a variety of letters 
and other papers from America. 

"A motion made by Lord Chatham, to withdraw the 
Troops from Boston, as the first step towards a conciliating 
plan, was rejected ; and the Ministry have declared in both 
Houses the determination To; enforce obedience to all the 
late laws. For this purpose, TveTTnderstand, that three 
regiments of foot, one of dragoons, seven hundred, marines, 
six; jslpops Tif war, and two frigates, are now under orders 
for America. 

<: We think it proper to inform you, that your cause was 
well defended by a conjijleTahTe number of good arid wise 
men; in ; both Hpyses of.Eajlranreiit, though far fromTieing 
a majority ; arid that many of tbe^ commercial _and_ manu- 
facturing parts of the nation, concerned in_the Amffimii 
trade, haye__presented, or, as we'understandjjire preparing 
to present, petitions to Parliament7d ec laring_thei^gTe"at 
coKcein. |biv the present unhappy c ontr oversies with^.4me- 
n'c^Hndn praying expreslly, ot in effect, for healing" mea- 
sures; ss" the proper meansof preserving their commerce, 
now"gtHlly suffering or fndangered. But the treatment, 
tlie_ petitions, already presented, have_Jiuberto_rec'eiHd,ls 
sucjj_as, in our opinion, taTTafford you no reliance orrpre- 
sen Trgiie f through_theif' ; miBnl."T. ""!r~^r''" ""''' ;! Tr " 

- ,Ss _soon _aj . we_ learnt that the petition of the Congress 
wag before the House of Commons, Tve thought it our duty 
to! SrppoftJl, if we~might"¥e permitted so to do, as there was 
npIojtieiLppportunity for jOJe__rjujnerous_ inhabita nts ofjhe 
Colonies to be heard in defence oTtheir rights : accordingly 
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we joined in a petition for that purpose. Sir George Savih Mr. J. Hancock laid before the Congress a Letter from 

kindly undertook to present it; but, on previously opening the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts-Bat/, together 

the purport of it, as the order is, a debate arose on the pro- with certain Resolutions formed by said Con2ress,°and a 

priety of receiving it, and on a division, it was rejected by copy of a Letter sent by said Congress to their Agent in 

a great majority. England, and an Address to the Inhabitants of Great 
" The following extract of a letter from General Gage . Britain on the late engagement between the Troops under 

to Lord Dartmouth, as laid before Parliament, we think it Gen. Gage and the inhabitants of Massachusetts-Bay; also, 



our duty to transmit, viz: 

" 'December 15, 1774. — Your Lordship's idea of disarm- 
ing certain Provinces, would doubtless be consistent with 
prudence and safety, but it neither is, nor has been prac- 
ticable, without having recourse to force, and being masters 
of the Country.' 

"It was thrown out In debate ty a principal member of 
Administration, thatlt woukTbe proper to alter the Charters 
of Connecticut^and Rhode-Island. 

" Enclo sed, vvejend you a copy of the Resolutions passed 
in a Committee oFthe whole House, on Thursday last, 
which are to be reported on Monday. It it said that these 
Resolutions are to be the foundation of several bills to be 
brought in, butjhe purport of those bills we have not yet 
learnt with sufficient certainty. 

" We send you, likewise, a copy of Lord Chatham's 
Gist motion in the House of Lords, and of his plan of a bill 
for settling the Jroubles between Great Britain and the 
Colonies ; both of which were rejected on the first reading. 

"With great respect, we are, Sir, your most obedient 
humble servants, " William Bollan, 

(Signed) " Benjamin Franklin, 

" Arthur Lee."* 

[* PAPERS ACCOMPANYING THE LETTER OF THE AGENTS, DATED LONDON, 
FETOUA'KV 5, 1775, SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS THIS DAY.] 

Circular Letter from the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the 
Goternours of the several British Colonies in America. 

J__ Whitehall, January 5, 1775. 

Sir : Certain persons styling themselves Delegates of His Majesty's 
Colonies in America, having presumed, without His Majesty's authori- 
ty or consent, to assemble together at Philadelphia, in the months of 
•September and October last, and having thought fit, among other 
unwarrantable proceedings, to resolve that it will be necessary that 

another Congress should be held in the same place, on the 10th of T'r '£' /T^ 15 *"}?* f « ""^PP 11 ? ^natea 
May next, unless redress fbicerUin pretended grievance be obtained ^^Jf^^^^^^^^^ 1 ^.?^^^ *"** 
before that time, and tc^recommend that all tile Colonies in North Ame- 



a number of Depositions, duly attested, relative to the com- 
mencement of hostilities; all of which were read, and are as 
follow: 

" In Provincial Congress, Watertown, May 3, 1775. 

" To the Honourable American Continental Congress, to 
be. convened at Philadelphia on the l_0th_. of May 
instant. 

" May it please your Honours : The Congress of this 
Colony, impressed with the deepest concern for their Coun- 
try, under the present critical and alarming state of its pub- 
lick affairs, beg leave, with the utmost submissiony-whilst 
acting in support of the cause of America, to request the 
direction and assistance of your respectable Assembly. 

"The enclosed packet, containing copies of the depositions 
which we have despatched for London,-\ also an address to 
the inhabitants of Great Britain,% and a letter to our Co- 
lony agent, Benjamin Franklin, Esq.,$ are humbly sub- 
mitted to your consideration. 

" The sanguinary zeal of the Ministerial Army to ruin and 
destroy the inhabitants of this Colony, In the opinion of 
this Congress hath rendered the establishment of an Army 
indispensably necessary ; we have accordingly passed an 
unanimous resolve for thirteen thousand six hundred men 

will take the most effectual measures to enforce due obedienceio the laws 
and authority of the supreme Legislature ; and that we beg leave in the 
most solemn manner to assure His Majesty that it is our fixed j-eeolution, 
at the hazard of our lives and properties, to stand by His Majesty against 
all rebellious attempts in the maintenance of the just rights otHis Ma- 
jesty and thp two Houses of Parliament.]" Ayes 296, rroes 1QET 

Amendment proposed, to loave out from the first [and] to The endof 
the question, and insert, " to assure His Majesty" that in order" to fix the 
true dignity of his Crown and the authority of Parliament on a sure 
foundation, we shall endeavour to recover the heartsjif his jjihjects in 
America, too many of whom are unhappily alienated from thei r usual 



rica should choose Deputies to attend such Congress; I am com- 
manded by the King to signify to you His Majesty's pleasure, that you 
do use your utmost endeavours to prevent any such appointment of 
Deputies within the Colony under your government ; and that you do 
exhort all persons to desist from such unwarrantable proceedings, 
which cannot but bo Highly displeasing to the. King. 

I am, Sir, &c. . .. _ .._ Dartmouth, 

ZonTCiiATiiAM'sTIIoiion, January 20, 1775, 
That an humble^Address be presented to His Majesty, most hum- 
bly to advise and beieech Hjs Majesty, that in order to open the way 
towards ajappy settlement of the dangerous troubles in America, by 
beginning to allay ferments and soften animosities there ; andabove 
all, for preventing in the meantime any sudden and fatal catastropho 
at Boston, now suffering under daily irritation of an Army before their 
eyes, posted in their Town ^it may graciously please His MajeBty, that 
immediate orders may"be despatched to General Gage, for removing His 
Majesty's forces fr om the Town of Boston, as soon as the rigour of the 
season and other circumstances, indispensable to the safety and accom- 
modationoLthe said/Proops, may render the same practicable. 

Resolution of a Committee of the Whole House (of Commons.) 
February 2, 1775,— To be reported the Monday following : 
That it is the opiriiori of this Committee , that an humble Address be 
presented to His Majesty, to return His Majesty our most humble 
thanks for having been graciously pleased to communicate to this 
House the several papers relating to the present state of the British 
Colonies in America, which, by His Majesty's command, have been laid 
before this Bouse; [and from which, after taking them into our most 
serious consideration, we find, that a part of His Majesty's subjects in 
the Province^ of MatsacTmsetts-jBay have proceeded so far to resist the 
authority of the supreme Legislature, that a rebellion at this time 
actually exists within [ thesaif Province ; and we see with the utmost 
concern that they have b een co untenanced and encouraged by unlaw- 
ful combinations and engagements, entered into hy His Majesty's sub- 
jects irrseveral of the other. Colonies, to the injury and oppression of 
many of theirinnocent fellow.subjects, resident within the Kingdom of 
Great Britain, and the rest of His Majesty's dominions. This conduct 
on their part appears to us the more inexcusable, when we consider with 
how nrach temper His Majesty and the two Houses of Parliament 
have acted In support of the Laws and Constitution of Great Britain, 
to declare that we can neve r so far desert the trust reposed in us, as to 
relinquish any part of the sovereign authority over all His Majesty's 
dominions, which byTawis vested in His Majesty and the two Houses 
of Parlianrept ; and^hat the conduct of many persons, in scveial of the 
Colonies, during the late disturbances, is alone sufficient to convince us 
how necessary this power is, for the protection of the lives and foi tunes of 
all His Majesty's subjects; that we ever have bean, and always shall be 
ready to pay attention jnd regard toany real grievances of any of His 
Majesty's subjects which shah In a dutiful and constitutional manner 
be laid be fore_ us ; and whenever any of the Colonics bhall make a pro- 
per appli c ation - to us, we shall be ready to afford them every just and 
reasonabl e indu lgence . Bu t t hat* at the samo time we consider it an our 
indispWBable duty humbly to beseech His Majesty, that His Majesty 
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causes of jealousy and apprehension which have arisen fron ran unfor- 
tunate management of His Majesty's affairs, and" from acts ispbe last 
Parliament made without sufficient information_ of the tr uelgta te "of 
America." 

Question put, that the words proposed ^6e left out, stand part of 
this question : ayes 304, noes 1 05. 

Whereas, by an Act G George III. it is deel in d th it Pai lnmcnt has 
full power and authority to m ike Laws and statutes to bind the people 
of. the Colonies in all cases whatsoever 

And whereas, reiterated complaints, and most dangorouffdisordcrs 
have grown, touching the right of 'Taxation^claimed and eierciscd over 
America, to the disturbance of peace and goooT order thcro, and to tho 
actual interruption of the due intercourse fiom Great Britain and Ire- 
land to the Colonies, deeply affecting the navigation, trade, and manu- 
factures of this Kingdom and of Ireland, and announcing further an 
interruption of all exports fiom the said Colonics to Gi'eat Britain, 
Ireland, and the British Islands in America : 

Now, for the prevention of these ruinous mischinfs, and in order to 
an equitable, honourable and listing settrejnent"of~claims not suffi- 
ciently ascertained and circumscribed, may it please your most excel- 
lent Majesty that it may be declared, and be it deel nod by the King's 
most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of t be 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in this present Parha. 
ment assembled, and by the authority of the samo, that the Colonics 
of America have been, are, and of right ought to be dt pendant upon 
the imperial Crown of Great Britain, anp[_suhordinate unto tho Brftiih 
Parliament; and that the King's most excellent Majesty, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 
mons in Parliament assembled, had, hath, "and of right ouj>ht to have, 
full power and authority to make laws" and. statutes of sufficient foieo 
and validity to bind the people of the Brto£~Coloniei> in Imerica, m 
all matters touching the general weal of the whole dominion of tho 
imperial Crown of Great Britain, and beyond the competency of the 
local representative of a distinct Colony; and most especially an indu- 
bitable and indispensable right to make and ordain laws for regulating 
Navigation and Trade throughout the complicated system of British 
Commerce; the deep policy of such prudent acts, upholding the guar- 
dian Navy of tnc whole British Empire ; ami that all subjects in the Colo- 
nies are bound in duty and allegiance" (July to recognise ant' obey (and 
thejrare hereby required so to do) tho supreme legislative aulhonty and 
superintending power of the Parliament oFGreat Britain as aforesaid. 

And whereas, in a Petition from Anierica to HTs Majesty it has been 
represented that the keeping a Standing Army within any of the Colo- 
nies, in time of jieace, without the consent of the respective Provincial 
Assembly there, is against law : "Be it declared by the King's m(a"fekceI-~ 
lent Majesty, by and with the advice and consont of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
thitthe Declaration of Rights, at the ever-gloi ions Rovolution.Tiamely, 
" that the raising and keeping a Standing Army within the Kingdom; m 
timo of peace, unless it be by consent of Parliament, is against law," 
having reference only to the CDhseut of the Parliament of GreatJkitain; 
the legal, constitutional, and hitherto unquestioned prerogatiyfTof the 
Crown, to send any part of such Army, so lawf ully kept, to any of the 

t See folio 489, 501. } Seo folio 487" $ See folio"3S8. 
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to "be forthwith raised hy this Colony; and proposals are 
made by us to the Congress of New-Hampshire, and Gov- 
ernments of Rhode : Island and Connecticut Colonies, for 
furnishing men in the same proportion. 

" The sudden exigency of our publick affairs precluded 
the possibility of waiting for your direction in these impor- 
tant measures ; more especially as a considerable re-enforce- 
ment from Great Britain is daily expected in this Colony, 
and we are now reduced to the sad alternative of defending 
ourselves by arms, or submitting to be slaughtered. 

" With the greatest deference, we beg leave to suggest, 
that a powerful Army, on the side of America, hath been 
considered by this Congress as the only means left to stem 
the rapid progress of a tyrannical Ministry. Without a 
force superiourto our enemies, we must reasonably expect 
to become the victims of their relentless fury. With such 
a force, we may still have hopes of seeing an immediate 
end put to the inhuman ravages of mercenary troops in 
America, and the wicked authors of our miseries brought 
to condign, punishment, by the just indignation of our breth- 
ren in Great Britain. 

" We hope that this Colony will at all times be ready to 
spend and be spent in the cause of America. It is, never- 
theless, a misfortune greatly operating to its disadvantage, 
that it has a great number of seaport Towns, exposed to 
the approach of the enemy by sea; from many of which 
the inhabitants have removed, and are removing their fami- 
lies and effects, to avoid destruction from ships of war. 
These, we apprehend, will be generally distressed from 
want of subsistence, and disabled from contributing aid for 

British dominions and possessions, whether in America or elsewhere, 
as His THajesty, ~ih the due care of his subjects, may judge necessary 
for the security and protection of the same, cannot be rendered depen- 
dant upon the consent of a Provincial Assembly in the Colonies, with, 
out a most dangerous innovation, and derogation from the dignity of 
the imperial Crown of Cheat Britain. Nevertheless, in order to quiet 
and dispel groundless jealousies and fears, be it hereby declared, that 
no military force, however raised and kept according to law, can ever be 
lawfully employed to violate and destroy the just rights of the people. 

Moreover, in order to remove for ever all causes of pernicious dis. 
cords, and in due contemplation of the vaBt increase. of possessions and 
population in the Colonies, and having at heart to render the condition 
of so jTTeat a hpdy of industrious subjects there rnore and more happy, 
by the sacredness of property and of personal liberty; and of more 
extensive and lasting utility to the parent Kingdom, by indissoluble 
ties of mutual affection, confidence, trade, and reciprocal benefits; be 
it declared and enacted by the King's most excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commonsm. this [present Parliament assembled, and it Is hereby declared 
and enacted by the authority of the same, that no tallage, tax, or other 
charge for His Majesty's revenue shall be comTnandcd or levied from 
British freemen, in America, without common consent, by act of Pro- 
vinxraL Assembly there, duly" convened For that purpose. 

And it is hereby further declared and enacted by the King's most 
excellent. Majesty, hy ancT with the advice and consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
a^ftmbled. and by the authority of the same, That it shall and.may be 
law ful fo r Delegates from the respective Provinces, lately assembled at 
Philadelphia, to meet in General. Congress at the said Philadelphia, on 
the ninth day of May next, ensuing, in order then and there to [take 
into consideration theL making dure recognition of the supreme legis- 
lative authority and superintending power of Parliament over the Colo- 
nies, as aforesaidj ["[Z""![ 

And moreover, may it please your most excellent Majesty, that the 
said Delegates to "be in Congress assembled, in manner aforesaid, may 
be required, and the same^are hereby required, by the King's Majesty, 
sitting in his ParBame_nT,To takejnto consideration (over and above the 
usuaLcharge^for support of civil Government in the respective Colonies) 
the making alree grahFfo the King, his heirs and successors, of a cer- 
tain perpetual revenue^ subject to. the disposition of the British Parlia- 
ment, to be by them appropriated: as they in their wisdom shall judge 
fit, to the aUBviatjQiJ .of the national debt, No (Joubt being had, but 
this just, free aid, will be ill such honourable proportion as rnay seem 
meet and becoming from great and flourishing "Colonies towards a Pa- 
rent Country labouring under the heaviest burdens, which (in no incon- 
siderable part) have been mll.ingTy taken upon ourselves and posterity, 
for the defence. extensroTVTind prosperity of the Colonies. 

And to this great end, be [(....further hereby declared and enacted, 
that the GeneraTCongrep (to meet at Philadelphia as aforesaid) shall 
be, and is. hereby authorized and empowered (the Delegates composing 
the same being first sufficiently furnished with powers from [their 
respective Pr ovinces for trns~purpdse) to adjust and fix these partitions 
and quotas of the. several chafgoB~to be borne, by^ach Province respect- 
ively to wards _the__general contributory supply; and this[in[stich fair 
and equitable measure aszniay best suit the abilities ajid slue conve- 
nience of all. Provided "always, that the powers for fixing the said" quo- 
tas, hereby given to the Delegates from the old Provinces composing 
tjs Congress, shall not extend to the now Provinces of East and H est 
Florida, Georgia, Nova-Scotia, St. John's, and Canada; the circum- 
stances and abilities of the said Provinces being referred to thp wisdom 
of Parliament in their duo time. 

And in orderto^fford necessary time for mature deliberation in Ante, 
rica, be it hereby declared, that the provision* for asceitaimng and fix- 
ing the exercise of the right of taxation }n the Colonics, as argreed and 
expFesBffd by tins present act, shall not lie m force, or have any operation, 
until tlio DeligaU's to bo in Congress assembled, sufficiently authorized 
and empowered by their respective Provinces to tins end, shall, as an 



supporting the forces of the Colony ; but we have the 
greatest confidence in the wisdom and ability of the Con- 
tinent to support us, so far as it shall appear necessary for 
supporting the common cause of the American Colonies. 

" We also enclose several Resolves for empowering and 
directing our Receiver-General to borrow the sum of one 
hundred thousand Pounds, lawful money, and to issue his 
notes for the same ; it being the only measure which we 
could have recourse to, for supporting our forces. And we 
request your assistance in rendering our measures effectual, 
by giving our notes a currency through the Continent. 
" Joseph Warren, President pro tern" 

The Papers enclosed and referred to in the above, are 
as follow : 

" In Provincial Congress, Watertown, May 3, 1775. 

"Resolved, That the Receiver-_Genera]be, and hereby is 
empowered to borrow the sum of One Hundred Thousand 
Pounds, lawful money, and issuje Colony security for the 
same, payable, with annual interestjt six percent., June 
1, 1777, and that the Continental Congress be desired to 
recommend to the several Colonies to give a currency to 
such securities. 

(f A true Extract from the minutes: 

" Samuel Freeman, Secretary pro tern." 

" In Provincial Congress, Watertown, May 3, 1775. 
"Resolved, That the Securities given by theTJeceiver- 
General for the Moneys borrowed by him, in pursuance of 
the aforegoing Resolve, be in the form following, viz: 

indispensable condition, have duly recognized the supreme legislative 
authority and superintending power of the Parliament of Great Britain, 
over the Colonies as aforesaid. Always understood, that the free grant 
of an aid, as herebefore required and expected from the Colonies,* is 
not to be considered as a_condjtion of redress, but as a just testimony 
of their affection. 

And whereas, divers acts of Parliament haye[ been Jjumbly repre- 
sented, in a Petition to His Majesty from America, to have ooen found 
grievous, in whole or in part, to the subjects of the .Colonies, be it 
hereby declared by the. King's most, &c, &c, that the powers of Ad- 
miralty and Vice-Admiralty Courts in America shall be rejtj;ained with, 
in their ajiciont limits, and the trial by jury in all civflcases, whnro 
the same;inay have been abolished, restored; and that no subject, in 
America, shall, in capital cases, be liable to be i ndicted and tried Jor the 
same in any place out of the Province wherein such offence shall be 
alleged to have been committed ; nor be deprived of a trial by his peers 
of the vicinage, Nor shall it be lawful to. .send peTsorraindicted for 
murdejr in any Province of America, to another Colony, or to Great 

Britain for trial, 

Andjt it hereby declared and enacted, by the authority alSresaid, tHat 
all and every the said acts, or so much thereof as are represented to have 
been found grievous, namely, the seveTal Acts of the 4 Geo. III. ch. 15 
and ch. 34: 5 Geo. III. ch. 25: 6 Geo. III. ch. 52: 7 Geo. JIT. ch. 41 
and ch- 46 : 8 Geo, III, ch, ^xi^Ge&lit^^k^^i&o M«>e Acts 
for stopping the Port and blocking up the Harbour of Boston ; for altering 
the Charter Mid Government o£Mass^chu£ettsJBay; and that intituled 
An Act for the getter .Administration .of Justice, &c,; alsojlie Act for 
regulating the Go vernment of Quebeck, and the act passed in theTarne 
session relating to the quartering of Soldiers, shall be and arejiereby sus- 
pended, and not to have effect or execution jrorn the date dfthis act. And 
be it moreover hereby declared and eijacted "By the authority aforesaid, 
that all Jmd, every the before, recited acts, or the parts thereof com- 
plained of^ shall he, and are in virtue of this present act, finally repealed 
and annulled, from the day that the due recognTtipVpf the supremo 
legislative authority and superintending power of. Parliament over the 
Colonies shall have been made[oii the"part of the said Colonies. 

And for the bntter securing the due and impartial administration of 
justice in the Colonies, be it declared and enacted by the King's most, 
&c, &C, that His Majesty's Judges in Courts of La_W in_the_CoJfinics 
in America, to be appointed with salaries by the Crown, shall hold 
their offices and salaries as .His Majesty's Judges in England, quamdia 
>c bene gesaerit "'[[[_ 

And it is hereby further declared by the authority aforesaid, that tho 
Colonics in America are justly entitled to the privileges, franchises, 
and immunities granted bj their sovrral Charters or.Coristitutions; and 
that tbe said Chartcis or Constitutions ought not to" b e inv aded or re. 
sumed unless for misuser, or some legal giound of forfeiture. ..So. shall 
true reconcilement avert impending c ildmitiw, and. this mo st solemn 
national acqord betweon Great Britain and her Colonie s_gta nd_an_ever- 
liibtingmbmimcnt of clomency and magnanimity in the benignant FatFer 
of his People, of wisdom and moderation in tins great Nation, famed 
for humanity as for valour, and of fidelity aniT~grateful affection from 
brave and loyal Colonics to their Parent Kingdom, which will ever 
protect and cherish them. 

The above Plan was offered hy the Earl of Cliatham to the House'of 
Louis, on Wednesday, Fcbtuary 1, 1775, under tlie title_of _"A Provi- 
sional Act for settling tho Troublis of America, and for asserting the 
supremo legislative authority and superintending powej of Great Bri- 
tain over the Colonies ." but bcnig opposed by tho Ministry, was rejected 
by a great majority; the numbers being for rejecting 61, for retaining 
32 ; so it was not suffered to lie on the table for furJhef.consideration. 
Vet when it is considered that_in tho majority were all the Ministerial 
Lords, with all the Scottish Lords, and the Bishops, who usually vota 
as the Minister bids them, the sense of that House, that i_s, the inde- 
pendent part of it, does not seem to ha\e been greatly against the bill. 

™B. F. 
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" COLONY OF THE MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 

"No. the ..... . day of 

A. D. 177 , borrowed and received of . ■_._... . , . . A. B. 

.the sum of lawful money, for 

the use and service of the Colony of the Massachusetts- 
Bay, and in behalf of said Colony. I do hereby promise 
and oblige myself, and successors in the office of Treasurer, 

or Receiver-General, to lepay to the said . . 

or to his order, the first day of June, 1777, the aforesaid sum 

of lawful money, in Spanish milled dollars, at 

six shillings each, or in the severaXspecTes oTcoined silver 
and gold enumerated in an Act made and passed in the 
twenty-third year of his late Majesty King George the 
Second, intituled "An Act for ascertaining the rates at 
which coined silver and gold, English half-pence and far- 
things, may pass within this Government :" and according 
to the rates therein mentioned, with interest to be paid 
annually at six per cent. Witness my hand 

A. B. 

CD. 

E. F. 

K And whereas, inconveniences may arise, by the Re- 
ceiver-General's issuing notes for small sums ; therefore, 

"Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and he hereby 
is directed, not to issue any notes for a less sum than four 
Pounds lawful money. 

"A true extract from the minutes: 

" Samuel Freeman, Secretary pro tern." 

Ordered, That the Secretary have the above Deposi- 
tions, and the Address to the Inhabitants of Great Britain, 
publishecL^ .._... 

Resolved unanimously, That the Congress will, on Mon- 
day next, resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, 
to take into consideration the state of America. 

Ordered, That the Letter from the Provincial Congress 
of Massachusetts-Bay be referred to that Committee. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at ten o'clock. 

Friday, May 12, 1775. 
The Congress met, and adjourned till to-morrow at ten 
o'clock. . 

Saturday, May 13, 1775, A. M. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. Present 
the same as yesterday, and also Mr. J, Jay, from JSew- 
York, and Thomas Stone, from Maryland. 

The Congress being informed jthat Doctor Lyman Hall 
attended at the door as a Delegate from the Parish of St. 
John's, in the Colony of Georgia, and desired to know 
whether, as such, he may be admitted to. this Congress; 

Agreed unanimously, That he be admitted as; a Dele- 
gate from die Pari sh of St. John's, in the Colony of Geor- 
gia, isubject to such regulations as the Congress shall 
determine rel ativ e to his voting. 

Mr. Lyman Hall being accordingly admitted, produced 
his Credentials, which were read and approved, and are as 
follow : 

" To the Honourable Gentlemen of the Congress designed 

to be held at Philadelphia, on Mat, A. D. 1775: 
"TAe Address of the Inhabitants of the Parish of St. 
John's, in the Province of Georgia. 
11 Gentlemen : To give a particular detail of our many 
struggles in the cause of liberty, the many meetings thereby 
occasioned and held in this Parish, the endeavours. we have 
used to induce the rest j>f this Province to concur with us, 
the attendance of our CommUjee on the Provincial. Con- 
ventions, held at_Savannah, m this Province, and particu- 
larly that of the eighteenth of January last, with their 
proceedings, and the reasons of our dissent from them, we 
think would be tedious to you, and therefore send a sum- 
mary abstract, which, with the~account that may be given 
by Lyman Hall, Esq., appointed a Delegate to represent 
and actigr_thkParj|b in the General Continental Con- 
gress, to be held \n~May next, and the testimonies of the 
iojjourabUr DeTegatel3„from South- Carolina, we hope will 
he satis facto ry. 

^Immediately up°n o« r being honoured^ with art wswer 
to the representation of our case transmitted to the honour- 



able Congress which sat at Philadelphia last year, with a 
copy of the Association there entered into, we had a meet- 
ing, and our proceedings then and since that time will in 
brief appear, from the following abstracts of an Address 
from this Parish to the Committee of Correspondence in 
Charlestons, South- Carolina, which are as follow: 

"St. John's, February 9, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : Herewith will be communicated to you 
the several steps taken by this Parish in their endeavours 
to conform, as near as possible, to the resolutions entered 
into by the other Colonies, and the particular measures now 
adopted for carrying into execution the Continental Asso- 
ciation, which we embraced the earliest opportunity of 
acceding to, by subscribing it, on condition that trade and 
commerce with the other Colonies be continued to us the 
subscribers ; and thereupon should have immediately sent 
to you for your approbation and indulgence, but were de- 
layed by a summons to attend a Provincial Congress in 
Savannah, on the eighteenth of January last, for the pur- 
pose, as we understood, of a general association with the 
other Colonies, and choosing Delegates ; at which time and 
place we attended, and acquainted the othter Parishes, 
assembled on that occasion, that we had already acceded 
to the General Association, on condition as above men- 
tioned, and earnestly requested them to do the same. 
Had they acceded fully to the General Association, we 
should have had no occasion to irpuble you with this ad* 
dress; but as they did not, we now apply to you to admit 
us, the subscribers, to an alliance with you, requesting that 
you will allow trade and commerce to be continued to us, 
the same to be conducted under such regulations and re- 
strictions as shall be consistent with the Continental Asso- 
ciation, and which, on our part, we engage with all possible 
care to keep inviolate. As we of this Parish are a body 
detached from the rest (i. e. of this Province) by our reso- 
lutions, and sufficiently distinct by local situation, large 
enough for particular notice, adjoining a particular port, 
and in that respect capable of conforming to the General 
Association, if connected with you, with the same fidelity 
as a distant Parish of your own Province, we must be con- 
sidered as comprehended withi n th e spirit and equitable 
meaning of the Continental Ass ociati on, andTiope you will 
notcondemn the innocent wjth th e gu ilty, especially when 
a due separation is made between them. 

" Give us leave to add only, that we wait your answer, 
shall be glad of your advice, and are, with esteem, Gentle- 
men, yours, Sic." 

" To which we received the follpwing answer : 
"Gentlemen: Your letter, accompanying sundry pa- 
pers, having been laid before a very full Committee of this 
Colony, and undergone the most mature deliber ation , I am, 
by their desire, to acquaint you that they have the highest 
sense of your arduous struggles in favour of the common 
cause of America, and most sincerely lament your present 
unhappy situation, but would reco mrne n Ja co n tinuan ce of 
your laudable exertions, and the laying - a state of your case 
before the ensuing Continental Congress, as the only means 
of obtaining relief, and to put yottTn the situ ation you wish, 
which this Committee apprehend toT)e entirely out of their 
power to do, as hv is their opinion that the P arish of '"St. 
John, being a part of the Colony oT Georgia, which (by 
not acceding to, has violated the Continental Association) 
falls under the fourteenth Article., off jbe. .said. Associa- 
tion, no part of which any Committee can presume to do 
away, he." 

" Upon the receipt of this answer, It was seriously con- 
sidered in what manner to conduct in the presentjsEuatipn, 
and proposed whether we should immediately break off all 
connexion and commerce with Sgnannah, and aJIjojherJn- 
habitants of this Province, who have not fully acceded to 
the Continental Association. . ;"_ . ;... 

" It was considered, that as we were deniecf commerce 
with any other Colony, and but one merchant among us 
considerable for dry goods had signed our Associsitori, and 
he insufficient for a present supply, and we utterly unable 
at present to procure materials or manufactures for clothing 
among ourselves, we must, by such a resolution, become 
extremely miserable ; it was therefore concluded, that till 
we could obtain trade and c ommerce with some other 
Colony, it is absolutely necessary to continued ITln some 
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resfiects with our own, and determined that it be carried 
o'ri under the followi ng regulations : 

• "h Tkiji5SaLSf»mj, h jl 1 . directly or indirectly, purchase 
any slave imported at Savannah, (large numbers of which 
we. understand .are jhere, expected,) till the sense of the 
Congi ess shall be made known to us. 

"2. .That, wejwin^pMrade at all with any merchant at 
Savannah^ or else; where, that will not join in our associating 
agreement, ofHerwisejFan under the inspection of a Com- 
5U&i e d° r tn . at pujTose appointed, and for such things only 
^V" e y sljall juage_necessary, and when they shall think 
|ij e » G V i ?{fiiiiP.9iP£^ arv reason s for so doing. 
fc'« lT ATommittee was then nnminntpH and appointed to 
l&^S^'y . on T^t^y^ ' or the purposes aforesaid. 
.,'"» was,tjien,xg§plved,that a Delegate be sent from this 
Parish to the^Congress, to be held at Philadelphia in May 

! ?S??K. an °...l!l a l.?k?iS?Sy» ule twenty -first of March, be ap- 
pointed for choosing one. 

I-^"Sn_tJie_sai^twe = n = ty-first of March, at a full" meeting, 
L~ymanHalT, Esq., was unanimously chosen to represent 
and act for the inhabitants of this Parish as a Delegate at 
the General Congress, to be held in Philadelphia jn May 
fiexf, who are determined faithfully to adhere to, and abide 
by the determination of him and the other honourable mem- 
bers of the same, 

sSsllBi.gped by order oFThe Inhabitants, by Daniel Roberts 
Emd tvygn^others, members of the Committee." 

~V Midway, St. John's Parish, 

JfnjtheProvince of Geoigk, April 13, A. D. 1775." 

_ A Petition from the County of Frederick, in Virginia, 
addressed to theCongress, was presented and read. 

•Agreed", That it be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole, which is to sit on Monday. 
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.. ,„ .. .• , , , Monday, May 15, 1775. 

' -The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Mr. Wisncr, Mr. Schuyler, Mr. Clinton, Mr. L. Morris, 
&'ft4 M r? JLJR- Liv ingston, from New-York; Mr. James 
".ttilsonT from Pennsylvania, Mr. R. Goldsborough, from 



Esq., one of the Delegates from Rhode-Island, appeared, 
and produced his Credentials, which being read, were ap- 
proved, and are as follow : 

"By the Honourable the General Assembly of the English 
Colony of Rhode-Island and Providence Planta- 
tions, in New-England, in America. 
"To the Honourable Stephen Hopkins, Esq., and the 
Honourable Samuel Ward, Esq., Greeting: 
" Whereas, the General Assembly of the Colony afore- 
said, have nominated and appointed you, the said Stephen 
Hopkins and Samuel Ward, to represent the people of this 
Colony in a General Congress of Representatives, from 
this_ and the other Colonies, to be holden in the City of 
Philadelphia on the tenth May instant: You are there- 
fore hereby authorized to repair to tie said City of Phila- 
delphia, and there, in behalf of tj^CoIony, to meet and 
join with the Commissipners^ or Dele gates from the other 
Colonies, in consulting upon proper measuresJo_ obtain a 
repeal of the several Acts of the British, Parliament, for 
levying taxes upon His Majesty's subjects in America with- 
out their consent, and, upon proper measures, tcTestablish 
the rights and liberties of the Colon ies upon a just and 
solid foundation, agreeable to the instructions given you by 
the General Assembly. 

" By virtue of an Act of the General Assembly, I, Henry 
Ward, Esq., Secretary of the said Colony, have hereunto set 
my hand and affixed the seal of the said Colony, this seventh 
day of May, A. D. 1775, and in the fifteenth year of the 
reign of his most sacred Majesty George the Third, by the 
grace of God King of Great Britain, &c. 

"Henry Ward." 

The matter under consideration being resumed, the 
Congress 

Resolved, That it be recommended, for the present, to 
the inhabitants of New- York, that if the Troops, which are 
expected, should arrive, the said Colony act on the defen- 
sive, so long as may be consistent with their safety and 
security; that the Troops be permitted to remain in the 
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pP^peared, and took their places as Mmbe sTf £ '£ Z TJ^ff % ^ FT^- and q ™ tly > bu 
tKe. Consrtss Upon motion, ! "" ,h r e > be . n0t s " ffe ed l0 erect fortifications, or take anj 



i pon motion 

Agreed, 1 hat the Secretary be allowed to employ Timo- 
thy Matlack as a Clerk, he having first taken an oath or 
affirmation .to keep secret the transactions of the Congress 
that may be entrusted to him, or may come to his know- 
ledg. 

■The Pr udent informed the Congress that he had put 
into his hanc!sjhTs_ morning aXetter from Robert and John 
Murr?y> containing a number of papers, which he was de- 
s ij-ed. to lay before the C ongress; the purport of them he 
didjaotTnpw, as^ he had not had an opportunity of reading 
thetn. 

Ordered, That t he President look them over before they 
a'^eTallfloelbre the"Congress. 

TheOrder of the Day was then read. After some debate, 
~7feso7i?cT,~TI)at the Ord er of the Day be postponed. 
Hesohed nemine coniradicente, That the Congress will, 
to-morrow, resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, 
to take into c onsi deration the state of America. 

The City and County of New-York having, through the 
Delegates of that Colony, applied to Congress for advice 
how to conduct themselves with regard to the Troops ex- 
pected there, the Congress took the matter into their con- 
sideration. During their deliberations, it became necessary 
to" Ta ke ,J.hjL opinion of the Congress by Colonies ; upon 
which a question arose, whether the Delegate from the 
^§kMM^J^^R^^ Colony of Georgia, could be 
aprn mte d 'o vote- Mer some debate on this question, the 
Delegate from that Parish arose, and after observing that 
the present distressful situation of American affairs had in- 
duced a .necessity of this Congress, which was composed 
of Delegates representing whole. Colonies; tliat as lie did 
not represent a Colony, but only a part, he did not insist 
ori giving a vote as a Colony, but was contented to hear 
and assist jn the debates, and to give his vote, in all cases, 
except when the sentiments of the Congress were taken 
by Colonies. 

The Congress jTien resumed the consideration of the 
matter first under debate. Duringthe debate, Sam'l Ward, 
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steps for cutting off the com m u n ic a^pn be t ween the town 
and country, and that if "they commfi: hostilities, "or ""invade 
private property, the inhabitants should defend themselves 
and their property, and repel force by force ; that the war- 
like stores be removed from/the tgwn_; that places of re- 
treat, in case of necessity, be provided for the women and 
children of New- York ; and .that ^sufficient number of 
men be embodied, and kept in cons tant r eadiness, for pro- 
tecting the inhabitants from Insult and injury. 

Two Memorials, one from SamuefMoemaker, the other 
from James and Drinker, merchants oT this City, respect- 
ing some cargoes purchased by tf^ and intended for 
Newfoundland, but which are stopped by the Committee 
of this City, were laid before "the Congress and read, and 

ordered to lie on the table. . ... .,:.,„: „ , TZL 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to consider 
what Posts are necessary to be occupied in the Colony of 
New-York, and by what number of Troops it will be neces- 
sary they should be guarded. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That MtT^Washington, Mr. 
Lynch, Mr. S. Adams, and the Delegates from New- 
York, be the Committee for the above service, and that 
they be desired to report as speedily as possible. 

Resolved, That this Congress will/ to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the ""Whole," to take into consi- 
deration the state of 'America. "" ~; '""" ■--- ; — ■ 

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrgw; : \ 



Tuesday, May 16, 1775. 
The Congress met according to adjournment, 

A Memorial from Robert and John Murray, of New- 
York, was laid before the Congress, and read.- ------- 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

Agreeable to the Order of the I3aj, the Congress're- 
solved itself into a Comirjittee of the Whole, to taku into 
consideration the state of America. After some time sp^nt 
therein, the President resumed the chair, and Mr." Tilgh- 
man reported from the Committee, That they had_ taken 



1833 



CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, MAY 23, 1775. 



1834 



the matter referred to them into their consideration, and 
debated upon it ; but not having come to any resolution, 
desired him to move for leave to sit again ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Congress will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself inco a Committee~of the Whole, to take into consi- 
deration the state of America. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at twelve o'clock. 

Wednesday, May 17, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment ; and the 

Pjj. e L- 2L lljg.J^ a y i "F" 1 'notion, being postponed till to- 
morrow," ~" 

Resolved unanimously, That all exportations to Que- 
beck, Nova-Scotia, the Island of St. John's, Neivfound- 
hnd, Georgia, except the Parish of St. John's, and to 
East and West-Florida, immediately cease, and that no 
Provision of any kind, or other necessaries, be furnished 
to the British Fisheries on the American Coasts, until it 
be otherwise determined by the Congress. 

Ordered, That this be published. immediately. 
Adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 

_..._.. . . Thursday, May 18, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Hon. Stephen Hopkins, from Rhode-Island, and 
Patrick Henry, Esqrs., from Virginia, attended and took 
their seats in Congress. 

TT • • ' 

Upon motion, 

Resolved, That the Rules of Conduct, to be observed 
in debating and determining questions, laid down by the 
last Congress, be adopted and observed by the present 
Congress, :.._.:.. 

The P reside nt laid before the Congress some important 
intelligence he received last night, by express, from New- 
York, relative to the sm-prising and taking of Ticonderoga 
by a detachment from Massachusetts-Bay and Connecticut. 
which wasread. 

Upon motion. Agreed, That Mr, Brown, who brought 
the express, Tie called in to give an account of the dispo- 
sition .of the Canadians, the taking of Ticonderoga, : and 
the importance oTlhat Post ; whereupon, he was called 
in, and having given the necessary information, he with- 
drew. The Congress taking the matter into consideration, 
came to J.he following Resolution : 

Resolved, Whereas, there is indubitable evidence that a 
design is f orme d by the_British Ministry of making a cruel 
invasion Com the Province of Qutbeck upon these Colo- 
nigs, for the purpose of destroying our lives and liberties, 
arm" sormrsteps have actually been taken to carry the said 
design into execution ;~and whereas, several inhabitants of 
the Northern _Colonies, residing in the vicinity of Ticonde- 
roga, and immediately; exposed to incursions, impelled by 
a just regard for the defence and preservation of themselves 
and their Countrymen from such imminent dangers and 
calamities, have taken possession of that post, in which 
was lodged a quantity of Cannon and Military Stores that 
would reftainly have been used in the intended invasion 
of these Colonies.; this Congress earnestly recommend it to 
the Committees of the Cities and Counties of New-fork 
and Albany, immediately to cause the said Cannon and 
Stores to he__removed from Ticonderoga to the south end 
of Lake George; and,7f necessary, to apply to the Colo- 
nies: of JSm-llarnpshire, Massachusetts-Bay, and Connec- 
ticut, for such an additional body of forces as will be suffi- 
cient to establish a strong post at that place, and effectually 
to secure the said Cannon and Stores, or so many of them 
as.it niay be judged proper to keep there; and that an 
exact inventory be takep of all such Cannon and Stores, 
in orderthaQhey may be safely returned, when the resto- 
ration of theformer harmony between Great Britain and 
these Colonies, so ardently wished for bj the latter, shall 
render it prudent and consistent with the overruling law of 
self-preservation. 

Upon motion, 

Resolved, That the Congress will, to-morrow, again 
resolve Usel f into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
conside ration thg state of America. = 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at nlte"6'clock. 



; Friday, May 19, 1775.* 
The Congress met according to adjournment. 
The Committee appointed to consider what Posts are 
necessary to be occupied in the Colony of New- York, and 
by what number of Troops it will be proper they should 
be guarded, brought in their Report ; which, being read, 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

The Congress then, agreeable to the Order of yester- 
day, resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to 
take into consideration the state of America. After some 
time spent therein, the President resumed the chair, and 
Mr. Ward, from the Committee, reported, that they had 
taken the matter into consideration , bu t not having come 
to any resolution, they had desired" hTm to move for leave 
to sit again to-morrow. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, again re- 
solve itself into a Committee of _the r Whole, to take into 
consideration the state of America. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 



.::.- ^tur_day,'7ffayW, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment, and, agree- 
able to the Order of the Day, again resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole, to take into co nsid eration the 
state of America; and after some time spent therein, the 
President resumed the chair, ajid Mr. Ward, from the 
Committee, reported, that they had taken the matter into 
consideration, but not having come to any resolution, de- 
sired him to move for leave to sit again on Monday next. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, on Monday next, 
again resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole , to take 
into consideration the state of America. 

Adjourned till Monday, at nine o'clock. 



Monday, Miy 22, 1775. 
The Congress met according to adJoiirnmenF, and, agree- 
able to the Order of the Day, again resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole, to take into consideration the 
state of America; and after some time spent therein, the 
President resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward^ from^ the 
Committee, reported, that they Had" proceeded m'the "busi- 
ness, but not having completed It, desired him to move for 
leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, again 
resolve itself into a Committee of th e Whole, to take into 
their farther consideration the state of America. 

Adjourned till to-morrowyat nine o'clock. 

'^Tuesday, May 23, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment, and, agree- 
able to the Order of the Day, reso lved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, to take jntojheir farth er considera tion 
the state of America; and after so me time spent therein, 
the President resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported 

« Philadelphia, May 19, lVS.— tKr/^owtng'GiniTemm~37fe^ate} 
to the Honourable the Continental Congress, are now in this City, 
viz: ■ " ~~.~~~" "'"" "7"~'"'~"' "™~"~, "."-''- 

For New-Httmpshire. — John SulIivarL/John Langdon," Esquires. 
For Massachusetts-Bay.— Hon. John Hancock,_Hon. Thomas Push- 
ing, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat" Pained Esquires" 
For Rhode-Island.— Hon. Stephen^ Hopkins, Hon. Samuel Ward 

Esquires. ' ' ^~ "_ ~" ' Z.VZ _~ I ' 

For Connecticut.— Hon. Eliphalef Dye^HonrR^gerlsh^ 
Deane, Esquires. ■.■■.—•——,. . — _. 

For New-York.— Philip Livingston, Jame TPuV ne. Xhn' Al sopI John 
Jiiy, Simon Bocrum, William Floyd, Henry Wisner, Philip Schuyler, 
George Clinton, Lewis Morris, Francis Lewis, Robert R. Livingston, 
Jun., Esquires, — . — _ 

For New-Jersey- James KiriseyT Steph"en""c7ane™WiTllam" Living-- 
stori, John De Hart, Richard Smith, Esquires. 

For Pennsylvania.— John Dickinson.WoiSas^Iifflin, Charles Hum- 
phreys, Hon. John Morton, George Ross, Benjamin Franklin, Hon, 
Th.om.is Willing, James Wilson, Esquires. 

For New-Castle, &c— Hon. CffisarJRodney, Thomas McKean 
George Read, Esquires. " ' * 

For Maryland.— Hon. Matthew Til ghnS^TComas JohnlonTRobert 
Goldsborough, William Taca, Samuel Chase, John Hall, Thomas 
Stone, Esquires. J ' .~,~ — — .,— .. ~~.„~ . 

For Virginia.— Hon. Peyton RanJoTph^ Seorge Iv^Ihmg^^Rich. 
ard Henry Loe, Edmund Pendleton, Benjamin Harrison, Richard 
Bland, Patrick Henry, Esquires, ; ; ; -—---■-—-----■--■—■——------ 

For North-Carohna.— William tfpoper7Jos*eph Hewe7,"Ridiard Cas. 
well, Esquires. . -™— — — — ■ — --- —-- 

For South-Carohna.— Hon, Henry Middleton, Thomas Lynch, 
Christopher Gadsden, John Rutjedge, Edward Rutledge, Esquires. 
Foi the Parish of St. John's, in Georgia.— Mi. Lyman Hall. 
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from the Committee, that they had proceeded in the busi- 
ness, but not having completed it, desired him to move for 
leave to sit again. 

Resolved i That this Congress will again resolve itself 
i'Ua a C,ojjmij^^^is_WJjple, to take into further consi- 
deration the state of America. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 

fcNjjl* ■ & TV|.,' ^P4^;V- , AVedn^day, M V 2 1, 1775. 

fSaUe „ Congress met according to adjournment, but the 
llaP.'.iffi/'ow Randolph, President, being under a neces- 
sity of" returnin g home, and having set out this morning 
fafTy, the chair was vacant ; wherefore, 

. . Qi 1 .WSilPJlj, lll e Hon. 'John Hancock was unanimously 
chosen President. 

...The President hayin g assumed the chair, the Congress, 
agreeable to the Order pf the Day, again resolved itself 
into a.Cpm|piueg of. the Whole , to take into their further 
consideration the_statej)f America ; and after some time 
SpeTit therein, the" President' resumed the chair, and Mr. 

Ward re J? or i e d .frotn the Committee, that they had pro- 
ceeded in the Jiusiness, but not having come to a conclu- 
sion, deslrecfhim to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, again 
resolve itself inio a Commit tee of the Whole, to take Tnto 
thejr Jarjtef^^sideration, the state of America. 
- Adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 
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:■■ 'i i~ •-;;..-,•.- . * '■■!; .:, -, .. ., ... *.: .. , Thursday, May 25, 1775. 

^ihe^pgress met accoxding to adjournment, and, agree- 
ahTe.to theTSder .of ^ the Day, again resolved itself into a 
Committee of 'the Whole, to take into their farther consi- 
deration the ;. state of America; and after some time spent 
therein, the President resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward 
reported Jrqm the Committee, that they had come to cer- 
taR^ejohi^iJiespecting New- York, which he was 
%gk^CtarSP ort ; bl| t for the rest of the business referred to 
■^lff : ?iP e -^ oinri lJ^ e JJ^5i r j4.-.!l! m \Q Rioye.fpr leave to sit 
Wl "£ JT ^^^Jiphjtlons being severally read, and agreed 
Co^areTas" Follow, viz_^ _ 

'yJL-MMkHI "VhQ A Ppst be immediately taken and 
fe lled at o r near King' s-B ridge, in the Colony of New- 
"fir&^i t hat the groun d be chosen with a particular view 
tp prevent tKe communication between the City of New- 
- York ano^ the country from being interrupted by land. 
a 2. R7esoTve2,~That a Post be also taken in the High- 
lands_on each side of Huds on's River,_and Batteries erect- 
ed, in such manner as .will most effect.ua.Uy prevent any 
Ysaseis passing that may be sent to harass the inhabitants 
on the borders^of said River ; and that experienced persons 
b4jffi m ejia_tely sent to examine said River, in order to 
njgppve.r where _ jt /roll be most ^dvisa.ble and proper to 
^«truct.tjie navigation. 

QLJ^%$£k¥> .JhatJjl? M'litia of New- York be armed 
^nj^tjaffl^ and In .cjonstam resiiness to, act at a moment's 
wanin g; a rid that a numbe r of Men be immediately em- 
bodiedTancTFept in that City, and so disposed of as to give 
protection to the inhabitants, in case any insult should be 
offered ^y the Troops that may land there, and to prevent 
any attempts that may be made to gain possession of the 
City, and interrupt its intercourse with the country. 
3 That KJiia,left ta,ilje .Provincial Congress of New- 
York to determine the number of men sufficient to occupy 
the, sevjj-aJ^Po^ts^above-mentipned, and also that already 
r|^mCTa|dto^taj^ ; a^o^n.ear Lake George, as well 
.as "to guard the City, provided the" whole do not exceed 
lllg.Am^^y^e^ousand men, to be commanded by 
s ^. h , P%, ers as . sha l! b , e thjreuntn appointed by said Pro- 
vTrrcjaT^Cpngress, and to be governed by such rules and 
regulations asshall^be esta blish ed by said Congress, until 
farthej pr^rj ya fajL by Ibis Congress; provided also, that 
iflBe said "Provincial Congress should be of opinion that 
the n umber proposed wi ll not be sufficient for the several 
s Sllc^g ^b^je com marided^ that the^said Congress report 
tKjtp^mOTti'upon this subject. tojhjs Congress, as soon 
^'""* r oe. 



^£EM%M&BWBS^ to the said Provincial Con- 



gress; thatlri "rais ing those "Forces, they allow no Bounties 
CjTCjjrt Mng, ancTth at tbe lFFay shall.not exceed the estab- 

Iishmen Tor ti e New-Jhfo zland Colonies. 



6. That it be further recommended to the Provincial 
Congress aforesaid, that the Troops be enlisted to serve 
until the last day of December next, unless this Congress 
shall direct that they be sooner disbanded. 

A motion being made for an addition to the foregoing 
Resolutions, after some debate, the same was referred till 
to-morrow, to which time the Congress adjourned. 

Friday, May 26, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. A Dele- 
gate from New-Jersey laid before them a Minute from the 
Journals of the Assembly of that Province, together with 
a Resolution of the Commons of Great Britain; which 
were read, and are as follow, viz: ' T ~ 

"New-Jersey House of Assembly, May 20, 1775. 

"His Excellency having laid before the House a copy 
of the Resolution of the honourable House of Commons 
of Great Britain, of the twentieth of Tebrjtary, 1775, 
containing a Plan formed for the accommodation of tha 
unhappy differences between our Parent State and the 
Colonies; which plan, under the present circumstances, 
this House could not comply with and adopt, and yet this 
House being desirous of making use of all proper means 
to effect a reconciliation, do recommend it to their Dele- 
gates to lay the same plan before the Continental Con- 
gress, for their consideration, :: ; : 

*' A true copy from the Journals : 

" Richard Smith, Clerk of Assembly." 

Copy of a Resolution of the House of Commons, Febru- 
ary 20, 1775. 

"Resolved, That when the Governour, Council, and 
Assembly, or General Court, of any of His Majesty's 
Provinces or Colonies in ^wm'ca, shall propose to make 
provision, according to the "condition, circumstances, and 
situations or such Province or Colony, for contributing 
their proportion for the common defence, (such proportion 
to be raised under the authority of the General Court, or 
General Assembly of such. Province or Colony, and dis- 
posable by Parliament,) and shall engage to make provi- 
sion also.for the support of the Civil fevemmeiit, ajid the 
administration of justice in such Province ot Colony, it 
will be proper, if such proposal shall be approved by His 
Majesty and the two Houses of Par liam ent, and for so long 
as such provision shall be made accordingly, to forbear, in 
respect of such Province or Colony, to levy any duty, 
tax, or assessment, or to impose any further duty, tax, or 
assessment, except only sucLduties a s it may be expedient 
to continue to levy, or to impose, for the regulation of 
Commerce, the nett produce of the duties last mentioned 
to be carried to the account p£ suchlP rovi nce or Colony, 
respectively." 

Ordered, That the above be referred to the Committee 
for taking into consideration the state of America. 

The Congress resuming the consideration of the addition 
proposed yesterday, resolved that the following addition be 
made : 

Resolved, That it be recommeride,d to. theCongress 
aforesaid, to persevere the more vigorously in preparing 
for their defence, as it is very uncertain whether the earn- 
est endeavours of the Congress to accommodate the 
unhappy differences between Great Britain a ml.t heTolo- 
nies by conciliatory measures; will besuccessluV 

Ordered, That the above Resolves, respecting New- 
York, be transmitted by the^TresidejiT „Ta Letter to" the 
Provincial Congress of New- York, arid %tji = be particu- 
larly recommended to said Congress by thePFesident, not 
to publish the foregoing Resolves, but to keep them as 
secret as the nature of the case requires. 

Upon motion, Agreed, That Mr. Jay, Mr. £. Adams, 
and Mr. Deanc, be a Committee to prupVre and brine in a 
Letter to the People of Canada. 

The Congress then resolved themselves into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole, to take into consideration the state of 
America. After some time spent therein, the President 
resumed Jhe chair, and Mr. Ward reportejLfcom the Com- 
. mittef , that they had come tolome Resolutjonniespecting 
the, s|a|p ,p£ Jjweriea, which lie was jeslred to re port, but 
not hayMg finished the busjnj JLr efe rred tj f jthem, they de- 
sired birrl to rripvj i for leave to s]t againr~ — " — 
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The Report from the Committee being read, the Con- 
gress came into the follow Resolutions : 

1. Unanimously Resolved, That His Majesty's most faith- 
ful subjects in these Colonies, are reduced to a dangerous 
and critical situation, by the attempts of the British Minis- 
try to carry into execution by force of arms, several uncon- 
stitutional and oppressive Acts of the British Parliament 
for laying Taxes in America; to enforce the collection of 
those Taxes, and for altering and changing the Constitution 
and Internal Police of some of these Colonies, in violation 
of the natural and civil rights, of the Colonists, 

2. Unanimously, Hostilities being actually .commenced 
in the Massachusetts-Bay, by the British Troops under 
the command of General Gage, and the lives, of a number 
of the inhabitants of that Colony destroyed, the Town 
of Boston having not only been long occupied as a gar- 
risoned Town in an enemy's country, but the inhabitants 
thereof treated with a severity and cruelty not to be justified 
even towards declared enemies ; large re-enforcements, too, 
being ordered, and soon expected, for the declared purpose 
of compelling these Colonies to submit to the operation of 
the said Acts ; therefore, Resolved, That for the purpose 
of securing and defending these Colonies, and preserving 
them in safety against all attempts to carry the said Acts 
into execution, by force of arms, these Colonies be imme- 
diately put into a state of defence. 

3. Unanimously, But, as we most ardently wish for a 
restoration of the harmony formerly subsisting between our 
Mother Country and these Colonies, the interruption of 
which must, at all events, be exceedingly injurious to both 
Countries, Resolved, That with a sincere design of con- 
tributing by all the means in our power, not incompatible 
with a just regard for the undoubted rights and true interests 
of these Colonies, to the promotion of this most desirable 
reconciliation, an humble and dutiful Petition be presented 
to His Majesty. 

4. Resolved, That measures be entered into for opening 
a negotiation, in order to accommodate the unhappy dis- 
putes subsisting betweenI?7eaiBro{a{rc.and..these Colonies, 
and that this be made a part of the Petition to the King. 

The Congress agree that the Resolutions respecting 
New-York be entered unanimously, and inserted after the 
above. 

\ The Congress then resolved itself into a Committee. of 
the Whole, to takeTnto their further consideration the state 
of America ; and after some time spent therein, "the Presi- 
dent resumed .the chairy and Mr, Ward reported from the 
Committee, that they had proceeded farther in the business, 
but not having come to a concluston, desired him to move 
for leave to. sit again. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, again 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
farther consideration thestate of America. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 

,.-,,- Saturday, May 27, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The President laid before .the _ Congress a Letter from 
the Convention, of New- Jersey, which was read, and refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole. 

Infor matio n pei ng given, that there is a gentleman in 
Town whocould give the Congress a full and just account 
of the stale, of affairs jn Canada, 

Ordered, That he be introduced; and lie was accordingly 
int.raiuced_.__A_fter_he withdrew, the Congress,; agreeable to 
the Order oLthe Day, resolved, itself into a Committee of 
the WTioTe, and after some time spent therein, 

The" CoinnTittee^appointed to draught a Letter to the 
Inhabitants ""of Canada, informed the Committee that they 
had performed that_serviee, and as there was an opportu- 
nity of sending it by a safe conveyance in a few days, they 
desired, to have. an opportunity of reporting the Letter; 
whereupon the President resumed the chair, and the Com- 
mittee reported their Letter, wliich was read. After some 
debate, recommitted. 

Upon motion, Agreed, That Mr. Washington, Mr. Schuy- 
ler, Mr. Mifflin, Mr. Deane, Mr. Morrisand Mr. S-, Adams, 
be a Committee^to consider on ways and means to supply 
these Col onies wi t h Amm unition and Military Stores, and 
to repbrtTmniediately. 



Upon motion, The Memorial of Robert Murray and 
John Murray, "desiring to be restored to their former 
situation with respect to their commercial privileges," was 
taken into consideration, and after some time spent therein, 

Resolved, That where any person hath been or shall be 
adjudged by a Committee to have violated the Continen- 
tal Association, and such offender shall satisfy the Conven- 
tion of the Colony, where the offence was or shall be 
committed, or the Committee of the Parish of St. John's, 
in the Colony of Georgia, if the offence be committed 
there, of his contrition lor his offence, and sincere resolu- 
tion to conform to the Association for the future, the said 
Convention, or Committee of the Parish of St. John's 
aforesaid, may settle the terms upon which he may be re- 
stored to the favour and forgiveness of the publick, and 
that the terms be published. 

Ordered, That this be made publick. 

Resolved, That the Order of the Day be postponed till 
Monday. 

Adjourned till Monday, at nine o'clock. 

Monday, May 29, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Committee to whom the Letter to th e In habitants 
of Canada was recommitted, brought in a draught, which 
was read, and approved, and is as follows^ 

" To the Oppressed Inhabitants o/Canada. 

" Friends and Countryman : Alarmed by the designs 
of an arbitrary Ministry to extirpate the rights and liber- 
ties of all America, a sense of common danger conspired with 
the dictates of humanity in urging us to call your atten- 
tion, by our late address, to this very important object. 

" Since the conclusion of the late war, we have been 
happy in considering you as fellow-subjects; and from the 
commencement of the present plan for subjugating the 
Continent, we have viewed you as fellow-sufferers with us. 
As we were, both entitled by the "bounty oTan Indulgent 
Creator to freedom, and being both devoted by the cruel 
edicts of a despotick Administration, to common ruin, we 
perceived the fate of the Protestant an d C atholick Colo- 
nies to be strongly linked together, and therefore invited 
you to join with us in resolving to be free, and in rejecting, 
with disdain, the fetters of slavery, howeveFartfuIly polished. 

" We most sincerely condole with you on the arrival of 
that day, in the course of which the sun could not shjne 
on a single freeman in all you r exte_ngive_ jp"minjon. Be 
assured, that your unmerited degradation has engaged the 
most unfeigned pity of your sister C olonie s ; and we flat- 
ter ourselves you will not, by ...tamely Bearing the yoke, 
suffer that pity to be supplanted by contempt. 

"When hardy attempts are made to deprive men of lights 
bestowed by the Almighty, when av enues ar e cut th rough 
the most solemn compacts for the adjmssion7of_d^spotism, 
when the plighted faith of Government ceases to jyve se- 
curity to dutiful subjects, and when tleTnliaTouslaratagems 
and manoeuvres of peace become, more terrible than the 
sanguinary operations of war, it is high time Tor them to 
assert those rights, and, with honest indignation, oppose the 
torrent of oppression rushing in upon them. 

"By the introduction of your present form of Govern- 
ment, or rather present form of tyranny, you and your 
wives and your children are made slaves. You have 
nothing that you can call your own; and" all the fruits of your 
labour and industry may be take_nJiom you whenever an 
avaricious Governour and a rapacious Council may incline 
to demand them. You are liable by their edicts to be 
transported into foreign Countries, to fight battles Jn which 
you have Tid interest j and to spilF your blood in conflicts 
from which neither honour noremolument can be derived: 
nay, the enjoyment of your very religion, on the present 
system, depends on a Legislature in~which you have no 
share, and over which you have no .control, and your 
priests are exposed to expulsion, banishment, and ruin, 
whenever their wealth aud possessions furnish" sufficient 
temptation. They cannot be sure that a virtuous Prince 
will always fill the throne; and s houl d a wicked or careless 
King concur with a wicked Ministry in extracting the trea- 
sure and strength of yourCountry, it is impossible to con- 
ceive to what variety and to what extremes of wretchedness 
you may, under the present establishment, Tie reduced. 
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jus" We a^j nfar med, H you have already been called upon 
n'to waste your lives in a contest with us. Should you, by 
.'comply ing in this instance, assent to your new establish- 
ment, and a war break out with France, your wealth and 
your sons may be sent to perish in expeditions against their 

'fcjanstejn jhe^£st-lndie,s._ ..„.,. .. 

* " Ii§. a v n B^=t e presumed that these considerations will have 



says he received from Lord North, and which was written, 
at the desire of his Lordship, by Mr. Grey Cooper, Under 
Secretary of the Treasury ; and as the gentleman understood 
it to be his Lordship's desire that it should be communicated 
to the Congress, he had for that purpose put it into his 
hands. The member farther observed, that he had shewn 
the paper to a member, Doctor Franklin, 'who was 'well 



no Weight with you, or that you are so lost to all sense of acquainted with the hand-writing of Mr. Cooper, and that 
■'"""'" .We can, ne,ver believe that the present race of he verily believes the paper brought by the gentleman 



^ T ; a 4i an AM£*M-, degenerated as to possess neither the 
Spirit, the gallantry, nor the courage of their ancestors, 
li'ou ceitainly will not permit the infamy and disgrace of 
JS& 1 P. u ?'j!^ n 'J?-i t y t0 rest on your own heads, and the con- 
Sserjuences'oTTt "on your children forever. 
^k-«^. e »J i'.o u XP ai '- s ) are determined to live free,ornot at 
«ul; and are resolved, that posterity shall never reproach 
PA.V^UU paving brought slaves into the world. 
-•' j^c r.'3jj|.us . again to repeat that we are your friends, not 
fenemie§7 anTTbe not imposed upon by those who may 
&F°^^aiI^mj£ifflojities. . The taking of the fort 
Wra inijitary stores at Ticonderoga and Crown Point, and 
. ^ir4£ ra ed„ vessels on the. Jake, was dictated by the great 
law of self-pieservation. They were intended to annoy 
V}>. 'J?'' t0 9- l L- ^ that friendly intercourse and commu- 
mcution, which has hitherto subsisted between you and 
OP*. We hope it has given you no uneasiness, and you may 
lely on our assurance*, that these Colonies will pursue: no 
insures 'whatever, but such as friendship and a regard for 
COT mutua^ safety and interest may suggest, 
^a*^' As„pi]r_concern for,„your welfare entitles us to your 
friendship, we pie-ume you will not, by doing as injury, 
IMa££ M5, l0 tn g_ djsa.greeahle necessity of Heating you as 
W^^^ r ZJ~ i- ~ ,'„ . Z*,'Z^. -, ',. ~ ■. .-....- „.,^J 
H-jlWe yet entertain hopes of your uniting with us in 

4E£igIgfl c j£^^ and - hei 'e is yet reason 

jo .Mkyj; Ha- sno ._ u '°' we j°' n to imploring the attention of 
. ^P^SSFfJa n > t0 tne unmerited and unparalleled I oppres- 
. i fc^ Li M L^ ^ L^eot 3 . be wilt at length be unde- 
JgftecT, ana forbid_a licentious Ministry any longer to riot 
r iE^£.j:y^,or jthj^rights of mankind," 

J^M^iJE^Jh?. & J?2. V S- Letter be signed by the Pre- 



fident. 

^fS||^iatIi\"l);ciwOT and Mr. Mifflin be a 
^ommitte^ to get the Letter translated into the French 
language, anato have one thousand copies of if, so triins- 



by the 
was written by Mr, Cooper. 

The Paper being read, is as follows : ^ 

" That it is earnestly hoped by anTliereallrJends of the 
Americans, that the terms expressed in the Resolution of 
the 20th of February last, wilf be accepted by alf the Colo- 
nies, who have the least affection for their King and Coun- 
try, or a just sense of their own interest. 

" That these terms are honourable for Great Britain, 
and safe for the Colonies. 

"That if the Colonies are not blinded by faction, these 
terms w 01 remove every -gt\evWEe relative to taxation, and 
be the basis of a compact between the Colonies and the 
Mother Country. " " ~~ r ---_---. 

"That the people in America ought, on every consi- 
deration, to be satisfied with them. 

"That no further relaxation can he_ admitted. 

'| The temper and spirit of the Nation are so much 
against concessions, that if it were the intention of Admin 
istrafion, they could not carry the question. 

"But Administration have no such intention, as they are 
fully and firmly persuaded that further concessions would 
be. injurious to the Colonies as well as to Great Britain. 

"That there is not the least piobability of a change of 
Administration. ° " 

" That they are perfectly united in opinion, and deter- 
mined to pursue the most effectual measures, and to use the 
whole force of the Kingdom, if it be found necessary, to re- 
duce the rebellious and refractory Provinces and Colonies.. 

" There is so great a spirit in the Nation against the 
Con g ress 'J nat tl,e people will bear the temporary distresses 
of a stoppage of the American trade. 

" They may depend on this"lo beTtrue." 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress then 
resolved, itself into a Committee of the. Who le, to take 
under their farther consideration the state of America; and 
after some time spent therein, the President resumed the 
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jrfg flielnriaDitants there 
2_Upon motion, Resolved, That no Provisions orneces- 
^^^f any kind be exported to the Island of Nantucket, 
.fjfcfptiroin the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay , the Con- 
vention; oT^ desired to take measures for 
^^ all y provid ing the said Island, upon their application 
^purchase" the same, with as much Provision,' as shall be 
n^^^Fy*Tbr its internal use, and no more. 
:^^S?^o res i!3e ein tog ." of great importance to North- 
Wnejiea ,that,jTie British ^Fishery should not be furnished 
with Provisions from the Continent through Nantucket 
j||*He|ny recommenaa vigilant execution of this Resolve 
fo ^Tl Committees. 
^Or dered, That the above Resolve be immediately pub- 

jl^suiejDiresent^ritical situation of the Colonies renders 

|ft^tiTy^nec"essary tliat" ways and means should be devised 

le speedy and secure conveyance of intelligence from 

fflni of the Continent to the other, 

„JJol££d, T hat Mr. FranWin, Mr. Lynch, Mr, Lee, 

Sj&EMmz, Mr. Jf Adams, and Mr. P. Livingston, be 

SgMMi^JJSp fio^^^Jest .mewl? pf .establishing 

■ £o^oi.,, PO"X ey in g Letters and Intelligence through this 

Continent, .. .„„ ..,... ... 

'^Me_solped, That the Order of the Day be postponed till 

jt^mojToWjr^^" . ._I.„.1..ZI.. .". . 

■fTfcfjournea till to-morrow, at nrneo'clock. 

iZTh eXo ngress met according to adjournment. 

nu mber, Mr. Willi ng, one of th_e Delegates for Pmn- 



j<t)anio,Tnf'ormed the Congress, that a gentleman, just arri- 
ved from London, had brought with him a paper, which he 



they had proceeded farther in the consideration of the busi- 
ness referred to them, but not having yet come to a con- 
clusion, desired him to move for leave to sit again. 

BesolveJ, That the Congress will, to^nioTrOvr, again 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take Into 
their farther consideration the state of America, 

Adjourned tijl to-morrow, nine o'clock. 

Wednesday, May 31, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment, and, agree- 
able to the Order of the Day, resolved itself into a Com 
inittee of the Whole, to take into their farther consideration 
the state of America. After some time the President re- 
sumed the chair, and the papers received being read, and 
referred to the consideration of the Coiumittee of the 
Whole, the Committee sat again, and after_some time the 
Piesident resumed the chair, and Mr." JVard reported from 
the Committee, that they have prrceedeeffarther in the 
business recommended to them, but not yet having finish- 
ed, they have desired him to move for leave~tolTt again. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, "to-morrow,""agVin re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the VVhoJe, to take into 
their farther consideration the^state of. America. ~j_ - 

A Lettcr^from Colonel Arnold', dated 'Crow^T Point, 
May 23, 1775, was laid before the. CongfessjTniorniing 
that he had certain intelligence, that_" on the 19th there 
were then four hundred Regulars at S~L John's, makino- all 
possible preparations to cmss the Takej and expected to be 
joined by a number of Indians, with, adesign of retaking 
Crown Point and Ticonderoga," and earnestly calling for 
a re-enforcement and supplies. ° 

This Letter being taken jntoconsideration, " = """ = """ 

Resolved, That.. the Gpvemoiir of C onnecticut 'hp. re- 
quested immediately to send a strong re-enforcement to the 
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garrisons of Crown Point and Ticonderoga ; and that so 
many of the Cannon and other Stores be retained as may 
be necessary for the immediate defence of those posts, 
until further order from this Congress ; and that the Pro- 
vincial Convention of New-York be informed of this Re- 
solve, and desired to furnish those Troops with Provisions 
and other necessary stores, and to take effectual care that 
a sufficient number of Batteaus be immediately provided 
for the lakes. 

Ordered, That the above Kesolve be immediately trans- 
mitted in a Letter by the President, to Governour Trumbull 
and the Convention at New-York. 

Ordered, That the President in his Letter acquaint Gov- 
ernour Trumbull, that it is the desire of Congress that he 
should appoint a person in whom he can confide to com- 
mand the Forces at .Crown. Point and Ticonderoga. 

Adjourned till to morrow, at nine o'clock. 

Thursday, June 1, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to consider.Ways and Means 
to supply these Colonies with Ammunition and Military 
Stores, brought in their Report ; which was read, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
Government of Uonneciicui, or the General of the Forces 
of that Colony, to appoint Commissaries to receive at 
Albany and forward the supplies of Provisions for the 
Forces on Lake Champlnin from the Provincial Conven- 
tion of Neiv-York ; and that the said Convention use their 
utrnosL endeavours/ in facilitating and aiding the transporta- 
tion "Thereof from thence to where the said Commissaries 
may direct. 

As this Congress has nothing more in view than the de- 
fence of these Colonies, 

Resolved-, That no expedition or incursion ought to be 
undertaken or made by any Colony, or body of Colonists, 
against or into Canada; and that this Resolve be imme- 
diately transmitted to the Commander of the Forces at 
Ticonderoga. 

Ordered, That the above Resolve be translated into the 
French language, and transmitted, with the Letter, to the 
inhabitants of Canada- also, 

Ordered, That the President transmit a copy of the 
above to New-York, and the other Colonies bordering on 
Canada. 

A Petition from the Committee representing the people 
in that pari of Augusta County, in the Colony of Virginia, 
on the west. side.. of the Alleghany Mountain, was laid be- 
fore the Congress, and read, intimating " fears of a rupture 
with the Indians, on accounl.of Lord Dunmore's conduct," 
and desiring " Commissioners from the Colony of Virginia 
and Province of Pennsylvania, to attend a meeting of the 
Indians at Pittsburgh, on behalf of these Colonies;" also, 
a Resolve of the said Uornmittee, in these words, namely: 
"That the unsett]e_d Boundary between this Colony and 
the Province of Pennsylvania, is the occasion of many 
disputes." 

Ordered, That the above be referred to. the Delegates 
of the Colonies of Virginia and Pennsylvania. 

The Congress then, agreeable to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Com mittee of the .Whole, to take into 
consideration the i state, of America ; and after some time 
spent therein, the President resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Ward reported from the Committee, that they had taken 
the matters _ referred to th em into consideration, but not 
having yet come to a conclusion, desired him to move for 
leave to sit again./ ;""_" """ '_'". 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, again re- 
solve L!lleJf_iMo^C^mmLt^^of. th.e.Wliole, to take into 
their farther consideration the. state of America. 

Adjourned till to-rnorrow, at nine o'clock.. 

Friday, June 2, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The President., laid before the Congress a Letter from 
the Provincial Convention of Massachusetts; which was 
read, and is as follows : 

Fourth Series.— Vol. ii. 1 



" In Provincial Congress, Walertown, May 16, 1775. 
" Resolved, That Doctor Benjamin Church be ordered to 
go immediately to Philadelphia, and deliver to the Presi- 
dent of the honourable American Congress there now sit- 
ting, the following application, to be by him communicated 
to the Members thereof; and the said Church is also di.- 
rected to confer with the said Congress respecting such 
other matters as may be necessary to the defence of this 
Colony, and particularly the state of the Army therein." 

" May it please your Honours : That system of Colo- 
ny administration, which, in the most firm, dutiful, and loyal 
manner, has been in vain remonstrated against by the Tiep- 
resentative body of the United Colonies, seems still, unless 
speedily and vigorously opposed by the collected wisdom 
and force of all America, to threaten ruin and destruction 
to this Continent. 

"For a long time past this Colony has, by a corrupt 
Administration in Great Britain and here, been deprived 
of the exercise of those powers of Government, without 
which a people can be neither rich, happy, or secure. 
The whole Continent saw the blow pending, which, if not 
warded off, must inevitably have subverted" the freedom 
and happiness of each Colony. The principles of self- 
defence, roused in the breasts of freemen by the dread of 
impending slavery, caused to be collected^the wisdom of 
America in a Congress, composed oT~men who, through 
time, must, "in. every land of freedom, be revered among 
the most faithful asserters of the essentlaljights of human 
nature. 

"This Colony was then reduced to great difficulties, 
being denied the exercise of civilTTovernment, according 
to our Charter, or the fundamental principles of the English 
Constitution, and a formidable JYavy and Army (not only 
inimical to our safety, but flattered with the prospect of 
enjoying the Fruit of our Industry) were stationed for that 
purpose in our metropolis. The prospect of deciding the 
question between our Mother Country and us, by the sword, 
gave us the greatest pain and anxiety; but we have made 
all the preparation for our necessary defence, that our con- 
fused state "would admit of; and as the question equally 
affected our sister Colonies and us, we nave declined, 
though urged thereto by the most pressing necessity, tp 
assume the reins of civTTGove mm ent, without their advice 
and consent, but have hitherto bo rne the many difficulties 
and distressing emban:assmMls_necessarily resulting from 
a want thereof. 

" We are now compelled to raise an arm y, which, with 
the assistance of the other Colonies, we hope, under the 
smiles of Heaven, will be able. to defend _us__and a\\_Ame- 
rica from the further butcheries. a_nd .devastations of ..our 
implacable enemies. But as the sword shoul d, in all free 
states, be subservient to the civil powers; and as it is .the 
duty of the Magistrates to support it for the people'sme- 
cessary defence, we tremble at., having an army (although 
consisting of our countrymen) established here, without a 
civil power to provide for and control them. 

" We are happy in having an opportunity of laying out' 
distressed state before the .representative body of the Con- 
tinent ; and humbly hope you will favour us with your most 
explicit advice respecting the taking up and exercising the 
powers of civil. Governpent, Vhich we think absolutely 
necessary for the salvation of our Count ry; and we shall 
readily submit to such a general plan as you may direct for 
the Colonies, or make jt our great study to establish such 
a form of Government here, as shall not only most promote 
ournd vantage, but the uniob and Interest pTa]] America. 

"As the Army now ""collecting from different Colonies 
is for the general defence, of the. rights of America, ~^e 
w T ould beg leave to suggest to your consideration the pro- 
priety of your taking the regulation and general direction 
of it, that the operations may more e ffectua lly answer the 
purposes designed. Jos. Warren, President p. t." 

The above Letter referring to Doctor Church, on mo- 
tion, Ordered, To lie on the table.. 

Agreed, That he be introduced. 

After he withdrew-, an express arriving from Massachu- 
setts-Bay, the President laid before the Congress Letters 
from the Conventions ofthat„Co]pny and New- Hampshire ; 
also, from Goverirour Trumbulf; air which were read. 

i6 '" : .;""-"". 
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Upon motion, Resolved, That no Bill of Exchange, 
Draft, or Order of any Officer in the Army or Navy, their 
Agents or Contractors, be received or negotiated, or any 
Money supplied to them by any person in America. 

That no Provisions or necessaries of any kind be fur- 
nished or supplied to, or for the use of, the British Army 
or Navy, in the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay; and 

That no Vessel employed in transporting British Troops 
to America, or from one part of North America to another, 
or warlike Stores or Provisions for said Troops, be freight- 
ed or furnished with Provisions or any necessaries, until 
further orders from this Congress. 

Ordered, That the above Resolves be immediately pub- 
lished. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into their far- 
ther consideration the state of America. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock, 

Saturday, June 3, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

A Letter from the Provincial Convention of Ne w- York, 
together with sundry Letters and papers enclosed, from 
Albany, were laid before the Congress and read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

Upon motion, 

,^*o^rf, Tljat a Committee of five persons be chosen 
to taEe into consideration the Letter from the Convention 
of Massachusetts- Bay, dated 16th of May, and report to 
this Congress what in their opinion is the proper advice to 
be given to that Convention. 

._ -TheJoUflvving persons were chosen by ballot, to compose 
thai Committee, viz : Mr. John Rulledge, Mr. Johnson, 
Mi\ Jay, Mr. Wilson, and Mr. Lee. 

Upon motion, 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed for the pur- 
pose of borrowing the sum of Six Thousand Pounds, for the 
use of America; for the repayment of which, with interest, 
the Congress will make full and ample provision : And that 
the said Committee apply the said sum of Money to the pur- 
chase of Gunpowder for the use of the Continental Army. 

Tliat the Delegates for Pennsylvania compose said Com- 
mittee, with power as well to horrow the Money as to apply 
'i Up, the purpose intended. 

■ M?MwA> ..That a Committee of five be appointed to 
draught a Petition to the King. 

v..Tbat aCommittee be appointed to report an Address to 
the Inhabitant^ of 'Great Britain. 

Also, a Committee to report an Address to the People 
of Ireland. _ 

Also, a Committee to draught a Letter to the Inhabitants 
of Jamaica. 

That the three last Committees consist each of three. 

That a Committee be appointed to bring in an estimate 
of the Money necessary to be raised. That this Commit- 
tee consist of five persons. 

That the Committee to report a Petition to the Xing, 
be Mr. Dickinson, 'Mr. Johnson, Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. 
Jay, Ttnd Mr. Franklin. 

That the Committee to report an Address to the Inhabi- 
tants of Great Britain, be Mr. .Lee, Mr. R. R. Living- 
ston, and Mr. Pendleton. 

That Mr. Duane, Mr. Wm. Livingston, Mr. S. Adams, 
ancLMr. J. Adams, be the Committee to report an Address 
to the People of Ireland. 

That Mr. Hooper, Mr. Wilson, and Mr. Lynch, be a Com- 
mittee to draught a Letter to the Inhabitants of Jamaica. 

That Nl-JV^sMngton, Mr, Schuyler, Mr. Deane, Mr. 
Cushing, and Mr. Hewes, be a Committee to bring in an 
estimate of the_Mp_ney necessary to be raised. 

Resolved, That this_Congress will, on Monday, resolve 
itself into a "Committee of the Whole, to take into their 
faither consideration the state of America. 

Adjourned till Monday at nine o'clock. 

*j ,,*»_. — :_,___.„_ _ Monday, June _>, 1775. 

A..^nJjS»'„of ^thg M.et_nbe i rs met according to adjourn- 
ment^ but several o ftlie C olonies not being represented, 
the Pje=idept_adjouriied the Congress till to-morrow at nine 
o'clpck._ 



Tuesday, June 6, 1775. 
The Congress met according to adjournment ; but the 
several Committees not being ready to report, adjourned 
till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 

Wednesday, June 7, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to make an estimate of the 
Money necessary to be raised, brought in a. Report, which 
was read, and referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

On motion, Resolved, That Thursday, j'Iie_20th of July 
next, be observed jhroughout the twelve United Colonies, 
as a day ofHumiliation, Fasting and_Prayer; and that Mr. 
Hooper, Mr. J, Adams,lind~Wr. Fainc,be a Committee 
to bring in a Resolve for that purpose. 

The Committee appointed to prepare advice in answer 
to the Letter from the Convention of Massachusetts-Bay, 
dated 16th of May, Sic, brought in their Report, which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Congress, agreeable to the Oder of theDay, resolved 
themselves into a Committee__of 4i_e_ Whole, to take into 
their farther consideration the state of America . Af ter some 
time spent therein, the President resumed the chair, and 
Mr. Ward reported from the Committee, that they had 
proceeded in the business referred tojhem, but not having 
come to a conclusion, desired him to move for leave to sit 
again. ..-../ 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, again 
resolve themselves into a Committee of the Whole, to take 
into their farther consideration the stale oflAmmca ; and 
that this be a standing order till the business is completed. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 



Thursday, June 8, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjourn menL. 

The Congress being informed tbat.a Major Skene, with 
some other officers, were arrived last evenmg^wTa vessel 
from London, and were, with their papers, now in/custody 
of the Troops of this City ; that the said Major Skctie 
has latety been appointed" Governourof the Forts of Ticon- 
deroga and Crown Point; that one of the officers, a Lieu- 
tenant, has commission in the Regular Troops Trnhe Pro- 
vince of Qjnebcck; and moreover, that the s aid Skene had 
declared he has authority to i raise a regiment in America; 
from all this, apprehending that the__sai_d Ske ne is a dan- 
gerous partisan of Administration, and that his papers may 
contain intelligence of Ministerial designs against America, 
very important to be known". 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to examine, 
in the presence of said M"c?te_an_d_JheLieiil^enant, all the 
papers in their possession::"' — - *; -- ~_"T" 

That the Commitlee consist ofMr. J. Adams, Mr. Deane, 
and Mr. MiJJlin._ 

That the said Committee be upon hononT to conceal 
whatever of a private nature may come to their Ynowledge 
by such examination; and "fliat , .they conmranicate to this 
Congress whatever may relate to the pre§en_t dispute be- 
tween Great Britain and America. 

The Congress then. resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, to take into thJiVjajtfier^rjnsHeriaipjrthe state 
of America. After some, time spent therein, the President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported from life Com- 
mittee, that not having ye! c6nlpletedlthe_buiineisl-eferred 
to them, desired him to "mov e for leav e to .sit again. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, toimorroTwyaffain re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the WJjole, to take into 
their farther consideration the state of America^ _ 

Resolved, That the cojisideratTorToT "tffe Report of the 
Committee, which yesterday was ordered to lie on the table, 
be taken up" as the first business to-morrow morning; 

Adjourned till "to-m'orrow^'t^rnTo'clQiS.'" 

.i ■ - _ T -' .'V\ .. ' •. j*. 

... . I_ r: ... .__ „,_„_FrIdiy, June 9, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Report of the Commiuee on thel>_St£rlSm the 
Convention of Massachusetts-Bay, being again" read, the 
Congress came to the following Resolution: "~ 
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Resolved, That no obedience being due to the Act of 
Parliament for altering the Charter of the Colony of Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, nor to a Governour, or a Lieutenant-Go- 
vernour, who will not observe the directions of, but endea- 
vour to subvert that Charter, the Governour and Lieuten- 
ant-Governour of that Colony are to be considered as absent, 
and these offices vacant; and as there is no Council there, 
and the inconveniences arising from the suspension of the 
powers of Government are intolerable, especially at a time 
when General Gage hath actually levied war, and is car- 
rying on hostilities against His Majesty's peaceable _and 
loyal subjects of that Colony; that, in order to conform, as 
near as may be, to the spirit and substance of the Charter, 
it be recommended to the Provincial Convention, to write 
letters to the_ inhabitants, of the several places which are 
entitled to representation in Assembly, requesting them to 
choose such representatives, and that the Assembly, when 
chosen, do elect Counsellors ; which Assembly and Council 
should exercise the powers of Government, until a Gover- 
nour, of His Majesty's appointment, will consent to govern 
the Colony according to its Charter. 

Ordered, That the President transmit a copy of the 
above to the Convention of Massachusetts-Bay. 

Upon motion. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, take into 
consideration ...the ways and means of raising Money. 

Resolved, That the Provincial Convention of New- York 
be requested to convey, as soon as possible, to Providence, 
in Rhode-Island, or to any Port in the Government of 
Massachusetts-Bay, five thousand barrels of Flour. for the 
use of _l.he_ Continental .Army. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Correspondence at 
Providence; sx\& in the Government of Massachusetts-Bay, 
where the. said Flour. may be carried.be desired to receive 
and forward it to the. Camp before Boston as soon as may 
be ; and to lodge such part thereof as cannot be immediate- 
ly sent thither, in places of security. 

Resolved, That this Congress will make provision, for 
defraying any expense incurred for this service. 

Ordered, That a copy of the nbove Resolves be imme- 
diately transmitted by the President to the Convention of 
New-York. ~ ."".' ~ " ""' _'"""' 

Adjournedtill to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 

Saturday, June 10, 1775.. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

SeveraLLetters, from Massachusetts-Bay, Ticonderoga, 
Crown Point, Sic, were laid before the Congress and read. 

Upon motion, the Congress came to the following Re- 
solutions': ~_""~"""~" "™ -_-~""' ~ ; 

Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby earnestly recom- 
mended to the several Colonies of New-Hampshire, Rhode- 
Island, Connecticut, and the interiour Towns; of Massachu- 
setts-Bay, that they immediately furnish the American 
Army before Boston with as much Powder out of their 
Town, and other publick stocks, as they can possibly 
spare ; keeping an exact account of the quantities supplied, 
that it may be again replaced, or paid for T)y the Continent. 
This to be_effected with the utmost secrecy and despatch. 

That it.ie_recorririiep.ded. to the. several Towns and .Dis- 
tricts, in the Cql-OTiesp^ New-Hamp- 
shire, Rhode-Mand '.and [Providence Plantations, Connec- 
ticut, New -York, and* the Eastern Division of New- Jersey, 
to collecLaT] jhel Saltpetre and Brimstone in their several 
Towns and Districts," and transmit the same, with all pos- 
sible despatch", to theLPr.OYincial Convention of New-York. 

That It be recomme nded to the Provincial Congress of 
the Colony of New-York^, to have the Powder r MilJs in 
that Colony put into such arconditlon as immediately to 
manufacture into Gunpowder, for the. use of the Continent, 
whatever' materials may be procured in the manner above 
directed. 

That It be. recommended to the Committees of the West- 
ern Di visio n of New-Jersey , the Colonies of Pennsylvania, 
Lower Counties on JJelaware, and Maryland, that they, 
without delay, collect ibe .Saltpetre and Sulphur in their 
respective Colonies, and transmit the same to the Com- 
mittee. for_lhe_ City and Liberties. of Philadelphia:; to the 
end, that those articles; may be immediately manufactured 
into Gunpowder, for the use of the Continent. 



That it be recommended to the Conventions, and Com- 
mittees of the Colonies of Virginia, North- Carolina, and 
South- Carolina, that they, without delay, collect the Salt- 
petre and Sulphur in their respective Colonies, and procure 
these articles to be manufactured, as soon as possible, into 
Gunpowder, for the use of the Continent. 

That it be recommended_to. tbcseveral inhabitants of 
the United Colonies, who are possessed of Saltpetre and 
Sulphur, for their own use, to dispose of them for the pur- 
pose of manufacturing Gunpowder. 

That the Saltpetre and Sulphur, to be collected in con- 
sequence of the above Resolves of Congress, be paid for 
out of the Continental FuncT, .. ^ 

Resolved, That Mr, Paine, Mr. Z,ee, Mr. Franklin, 
Mr. Schuyler, and Mr. Johnson, be a Committee to devise 
ways and means to introduce the mam__c__re _o_ Saltpetre 
in these Colonies. _.._; ;_;_: 

The Committee for examining Governour Skene's Let- 
ters, Sec, having communicated to Congress what they 
found relative to the dispute between Great B ritain_ and 
these Colonies, 

Resolved, That Governour Skene, Lieutenant Moncrief, 
and Mr. hiindy, be released from their present confine- 
ment, and suffered to go at large any where within eight 
miles of the City, betweerr -Dc/aware ancT Schuylkill, on 
their parole of honour not to pass those limits, and that 
they will hold no correspondence with any person whatso- 
ever on any political subject. 

That Mr. Gadsden be added to tl)e_ConTmittee for ex- 
amining GoveTnour Skene's Papers, and that they enlarge 
them upon their parole, agreeable, to the above ..Resolve,. 

Resolved, That the Order of the Day be postponed till 
Monday next. ■ . „ . 

Adjourned till Monday, at nine o J clock. 

Monday, June 12, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed for .preparing a Resolve for 
a Fast, brought in a Report; which, being read, was agreed 
to, as follows, viz: 

As the great Governour of the world, by his supreme 
and universal providence, not only conducts the course of 
nature with unerring wisdom and rectitu de, "but frequently 
influences the minds of men to serve the wise and gracious 
purposes of his providential govemmeiffy ancl ifbeing, at 
all times, our indispensable duty devoutly to acknowledge 
his superintending providence, especially in tiroes of im- 
pending danger and publick "calamity, to reverence; and 
adore his immutable justiceas "Well as to implore his mer- 
ciful interposition for out ilelivercrnce : ;. . ;;: .;. 

This Congress, therefore, considering the present criti- 
cal, alarming, and calamitous slate. of .these Colonies, do 
earnestly recommend that Thursday, the twentieth day of 
July next, be observed, by the inhabitants of alljheJAe- 
lish Colonies on this Continent, as a day of publick humi- 
liation, fasting, and prayer; that^ we may, with united 
hearts and voices, unfeignedly confess and deplore our 
many sins, and offer up our joint, supplications to the "all- 
wise, omnipotent, and merciful Disposer of all events; hum- 
bly beseeching him to forgive our iniquities, to remove our 
present calamities, to avert those isolating judgments 
with which we are threatened, and to bless our rightful 
Sovereign, King George the Third, anrllnsplrejim with 
wisdom to discern ancf pursue the true interest of all his 
subjects, that a speedy end may. be put to the civil discord 
between Great Britain and. the American Cojonjes;. with- 
out farther effusion of blood j and that the British Nation 
may be influenced to regard the things that belong to her 
peace, before they are hid From heFeyesyihat these Colo- 
nies may be ever under the care and protection_of aHjind 
Providence, and be prospered in all their interests; .that 
the divine blessing may descend and rest upon all our civil 
rulers, and upon the Representatives of jthe people, in their 
several Assemblies and Conventions, that they may be 
directed to wise and effectual measures, for preserving the 
union, and securing the just rights and privileges of the 
Colonies; that virtue and. true .religion may revive and 
flourish throughout. our land j an d that America mzy soon 
Dehold a gracious interposition ofJHeaven, for the redress 
of her many grievances, the restoration of her invaded 
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rights, a reconciliation with the Parent State on terms 
constitutional and honourable to both; and that her civil 
and religious privileges may be secured to the latest pos- 
terity. 

And it is recommended to Christians of all denomina- 
tions, to assemble for publick worship, and to abstain from 
servjle labourand recreation on said day. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above be signed by the 
President, arid attested by the Secretary, and published in 
the newspapers and in handbills. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Letter to the Inhabitants 
of Canada Jje_ published in English. 

The Or der o f th e Da y being read, after some debate, 
the Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, 
to take into consideration the ways and means of raising 
Money. After some time, the President resumed the chair, 
Mr. Ward reported from the Committee, that they had 
proceeded, in the business referred to then), but not having 
come to a conclusion, desired him to move for leave to sit 
again:, - .. ~^.~lzs:::.::~~:~ '""".. 

Resolved, That "the Congress will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into consi- 
deration the ways and means of raising Money, and also 
the state of America. 

AdjournecLtill to-morrow, at nine o'clock, 

Tuesday, June 13, 1775. 
The Congress met, and, agreeable to the Order of the 
Day, resoIved_jtself_inio ^ .Committee of the Whole, to 
take into consideration the ways and means of raising 
Money, andalso the state of America. After some time 
spent thereirr, the President resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Ward reported, that the Committee not having come to a 
conclusion, desired him to move for leave to sit again. 

. Resolved, That this Congress will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into consi- 
deration the" ways and means of raising Money, and also 
the state of America. 

Adjoumed_liIl to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 

••■'•■■••■-■■—■—•■' Wednesday, June 14, 1775. 

The Congress met, and, agreeable to the Order of the 
Day, resolved Itself into a Committee of the Whole, to 
take into consideration the state of America; and after 
some - time spent therein, the. President resumed the chair, 
and jMj\_?FaaL reported, that the Committee not having 
yet come to_a conclusion, they desired him to move for 
leave, to. sit_again. 

At the s ame time they desired him to report some Reso- 
lutions_whicI) they had coma into. The Resolutions being 
read, were adopted, as follow, viz : 

ResolveA, That six Companies of expert Riflemen be 
immediately raised In Pennsylvania, two in Mart/land, and 
two in Virginia ; that each Company consist of a Captain, 
tbree~Lieutenants, four Sergeants, four Corporals, a Drum- 
mer or Trumpeter, and sixty-eight Privates. 

TmU_ each ~_Co_m pany , asisoon as completed, march and 
join the Army near Boston, to be there employed as Light- 
In fa ntry,^under_the_ command of the chief officer In that 
Army. : - : _. . . 

Tljat the Pay of the Officers and Privates be as follows, 
viz: a__Captain twenty.. duTTars per. month; a Lieutenant 
thirteen dollars and one-thirrlof a dollar per month; a Ser- 
geant eight dollars per month ; a Corporal- seven dollars 
and one-thi rd of a dollar per month ; a Drummer the same ; 
Pri vales six dollars and two-thirds of a dollar per month ; 
to find theifl5wirAr(ns_and Clothes. 

That the form oflhe Enlistment be in, the following 
words, viz : 

I, ^ . . v^-,^^^^ ,-havc this day voluntarily en- 
listed myself, as a Soldier, in the American Continental 
Army, for one year, unless sooner discharged. And I do 
bind myselfta conform, in all instances, to such Rules and 
Regulation s_as i .are, urshall T>e established for the govern- 
ment of the said Army. 

Upon motion, ~Kesolved,~T\\3Lt Mr. Washington, Mr. 
Schuyler, Mr. Dcane, MxTJJushing, and Mr. IBwes, be a 
Committee ^o brings in a draught of Rules and Regulations 
for the government of the Aj-my, 



A Letter from the Convention of New- York , dated 10th 
June, 1775, respecting a Vessel which is stopped there, on 
suspicion of having Provisions on board for the Army and 
Navy at Boston, was read, and referred to the Delegates 
of Massachusetts-Bay, Connecticut, and New- York. 

Resolved, That the Congress will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into consi- 
deration the ways and means of raising Money, and the 
state of America. This to be a Standing Order until the 
business is completed. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 

Thursday, June T15, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Committee to whom the Letter from the Conven- 
tion of New-York was referred, brought in their Report; 
which being read, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Congress be given to 
the Convention of New- York, for their vigilance in the 
case of Captain Coffin's Vessel, and thatirbe recommend- 
ed to them that the Vessel be unloaded, and the Cargo 
safely stored, until all just suspicions, concerning the desti- 
nation of it shall be removed. 

Ordered, That this be transmitted, by the President, in 
a Letter to the Chairman of Lhe Convention of New- York. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the. ways and means of raising Money, and 
the state of America ; aft er som e lime spent therein, the 
President resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that 
the. Committee had come to cert ain Resolutions, which 
they desired him to report; but not having yet come to a 
conplusion, ordered him to move for leave to sit again. 

The Report of the Com mittee b eing read, and debated, 

Resolved, That a General "be appointed to command all 
the Continental Forces raised, or to be raised, for the de- 
fence of American liberty. 

That five hundred TfoHars per month be allowed for his 
pay and expenses. ~. ."" .-..-. 

The Congress then proceeded to the choice of a Gene- 
ral, when George Washington, Esquire, was unanimously 
elected. ...,..,._ _ „". .....__.„_..„_. ._„.„_„ ..,..-_,,_. 

Resolved, That the Congress will, to-morrow, again 
resolve itself into a Commi ttee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the state of America. 

Adjourned till t_o-morrovv,aTeight o'clock. 

_ _ Friday, June lu^'1775/ 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The President, from the chair, informed George Wash- 
ington, Esquire, that he had the orders of the Congress to 
acquaint him that .the Congress had, by a: unanimous vote, 
made ^choice of him jo be .General and Commander-in- 
Chief, to take the supreme command_of the Forces raised, 
and to be raised, in defence of American hbcitv, and de- 
sired his acceptance of.it. To which Colonef Washing, 
ton, standing in his place, answcied : 

"Mr. President: Though I airrtruly. sensible of the 
high honour donerne, in this appointment, yet I feel great 
distress, from a consciousness that my abiUtIes~and "military 
experience may not be "equal to the extensive and impor- 
tant trust. However, as the Congress desjre it, I will enter 
upon the momentous duty, aridexert everypower I possess 
in their service, and for support of the glorious cause. - I 
beglhey will accept my most c ordia l thaiikslor this~distJn- 
guished testimony of their approbation. _' '"'..'_: 

"But, lest, some unlucky event should happen, unfa- 
vourable to my reputation, I beg it may Tje remembered, 
by every gentleman in the room, that I tjiis_day declare, 
with the utmost sincerity, I do not think myself equal to 
the command I ani honoured with. 

" As to pay, Sir,T beg leave to assure "the Congress, 
that as no pecuniary consideration could have tempted me 
to accept this arduutis employment, at the expense of my 
domestick _ease and happiness, I do not wish to make any 
profit from it. I will Keep an ^xa~et accquntof my expenses. 
Those, I doubt not, they will discharge,- and that is all! 
desirei"- - .= ..- -„....:,..„._._....;_...,._..„ _.„__ „ .'___ . 



Upon motion, "Resolved, That a Committee of three be 
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appointed to draught a Commission and Instructions for 
the Genera!. 

The Committee to consist of the following persons, viz: 
Mr. Lee, Mr. E. Rutledge, and Mr. /. Adams. 

Upon motion, Resolved, unanimously , That a Commit- 
tee of five he appointed to take into. consideration the Pa- 
pers transmitted from the Convention of New-York, rela- 
tive to Indian Affairs, and report what steps, m their 
opinion, are necessary to be taken for securing and preser- 
ving the friendship of the Indian Nations. 

That the Committee consist of the following persons, 
viz: Mr. . Sch uyler, Mr. Henry, Mr. Duane, Mr. Wilson, 
and Mr. P. Livingston. 

Agreeahle to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the state of America ; and, after some time 
spent therein, the President resumed t|ie chair,' and Mr. 
Ward reported, that the Committee had come to certain 
Resolutions, which they had ordered him to report, but 
not having come to a conclusion, they desired him to move, 
for leave to sit again. 

The Resolve of the Committee being read, the Con- 
gress ;. cameJLoJjhe [.following Resolutions, viz : 

Resolved, That two Major-Generals be appointed for 
the American Army. 

That the pay of each of the Major-Generals be one 
bundrecT.anJ sixty-six Dollars per month. 

That when any of these act in a separate department, 
he be allowed, for his pay and expenses, three hundred 
and thirty-two Dollars per month. 

That there be eight Brigadiers-General. 

That the pay of each be one hundred and twenty-five 
Dollars per month. 

That. there be one Adjutant-General, and his pay one 
hundred and twenty-five Dollars per month. 

That there be one Commissary-General of Stores and 
Provisions 7 and that his pay be eighty Dollars per month. 

That there be one Quartermaster-General for the Grand 
Army, and a Deputy under him, for the separate Army. 

That" the. pay of the Quartermaster-General be eighty 
Dollars per month ; that of the Deputy forty Dollars per 
month. 

That there be a Paymaster-General, and a Deputy under 
him, for the Army, in a separate department; that the pay, 
for himself, be one hundredJDaJIars per "month, and for the 
Deputy-Paymaster under him, fifty Dollars per month. 

That^there be qne^hief^Engineer at the Grand Army; 
and that T].is_pay be sixty Dollars per month. 

That two Assistants be employed, under him ; and that 
the payof each of them be twenty Dollars per month. 

That. there be one Chief Engineer for the Army, in a 
separate department, and two Assistants under him; that 
the pay of the Chief ^Engineer be sixty Dollars per month, 
and. the pay of the Assistants each twenty Dollars! per 
month. 

That there be three Aids-de-Camp ; and that their pay 
be thirty-three Dollars per month each. 

That .there be a Secretary to the General ; and that his 
pay be sixty-six Dollars per month. 

That there be a Secretary to the Major-General, acting 
in a "separate department; and that his pay be thirty-three 
Dollars "pennonth. 

That there. be _a_Commissary of the Musters; and that 
his pay be forty Dollars per month. 

A Letter- from the Convention of New-York, received 
by express, was laid before the Congress, and read; which 
being taken into__consjde.ra.tiQn, 

Resolved, That the Provincial Convention of New- York 
be desire d immediat ely io apply to Goyernonr Trumbull 
to order' the - Connect icut Troops now. stationed at Green- 
wich, Stamford, and parts adjacent, to march towards New* 
York; and that part of them occupy such posts on that 
Island as the said Pro vi ncial C onvention shall judge best 
adap_t.ed_to prevent the coinrnnuicatjon between the town 
and country from being cut off. The remainder of the 
Troops to" Deemployed in securing the navigation, of Hud- 
son's River, by erecting Batteries at such places as the said 
Conventi on shal l judge most proper to answer that pur- 
pose, -"-- -"-— -z^rz^i :-— 

Resolved, That the. Congress will, to-morrow", again 



resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
their farther consideration the state of America. 
Adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 

Saturday, June 17, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to draught a Commission for 
the General, reported the same ; which being read by para- 
graphs, and debated, was agreed to, and is as follows : 

In Congress. 

The Delegates of the United Colonies of~New-Hamj)sliirc, 
Massachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, New- 
York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, the Counties of New- 
castle, Kent, and Sussex, on Delaware, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, North- Carolina, and South- Carolina, in Congress 
assembled, 

To George Washington, Esq.. 

We, reposing special trust and confidence in your patriot- 
ism, valour, conduct, and fidelity, do, by these presents, 
constitute and appoint you to be General and Commander- 
in-Chief of the Army of the United Colonies, and of all 
the Forces. now raised, or to be raised by them, and of all 
others who shall voluntarily offer their service and join the 
said Army for the defence of Amer ican liber ty, and for 
repelling every hostile invasion thereof. . And you are 
hereby, vested with full power and authority to _act_ as you 
sbalLthjiik for the good and welfare ofthe service. 

And we do hereby strictly charge and require. all Officers 
and Soldiers under your command to be obedie nt to your 
orders, and diligent iri.tbe_exercTse of Their severaTTTuties. 

And we do also enjoin and^ require you to be careful, in 
executing the great trust reposed in you, by causing strict 
discipline and order to be observed in the^Army ; and that 
the Soldiers be duly exercised, and provided with all con- 
venient necessaries. _._ ; .__ :___:______ :_ 

And you are to regulate your conduct in every respect 
by the rules and discipline of war, (as herewith given you,) 
and punctually to observe ancf follow such orders and direc- 
tions, from time to. time, as you sTtalT receive from this. or 
a future Congress of these United Colonies, or Committee 
of Congress. . .""" : " ~~~'~~rlz ~~' :=z ^-=3—---"-- ""_' 

This Commission to continue in forc e until revoke d By 
this or a future Congress, By order of the Congress. 

Philadelphia, June 17, 1775. " ~~" "'_ "'~'_ ---■■--«■ 

Ordered, That the same \>e jairly transcribed, signed by 
the President, attested by the Secretary, and delivered to 
the General. ___ . 

Resolved unanimously, upon the question, Whereas, the 
Delegates of all the Colonies, from Nova-Scotia to < Georgia, 
in Congress assembled, have. unanimously chosen George 
Washington, Esq., to be General and Commander-in-Chief 
of such Forces as are or shall be raised^ feir the majntenajice 
and preservation of AmericMiJJberty; this Congress doth 
nqw declare that they will iriaintanrand assist him:, and ad- 
here to him, the said George Washington, Esq., with their 
lives and fortunes in the same, causa. 

The Congress then proceeded to tile Icholce of the_Offi- 
cers in the Army, by ballot; when_ 

Artemas Ward, Esq., was chosen first TVIajor-General. 

Horatio Gates, Esq., AdjutanF-General. 

Resolved, That Horatio Gates, now chosen Adjutant- 
General, shall have the rank of a Brigadier-General. 

Charles Lee, Esq., was chosen second ^Major-General. 

Resolved, That, this Congress will, on Monday, resolve 
itself injo a Committee of the W hole , to take Into con- 
sideration, the state of America^ :_~_~__~^~. 

Adjourned till Monday next, at nine o'clock. 

... Monday, June 19, 1773..; " 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

TJie President laid before the^Congress sundry Letters 
from the Conventions of Massachusetts- Bay and New- 
York; which were read, ___ 

Upon motion, Ordered, That Mr. Henry, Mr. Lynch, 
and Mr. J. Adams, be a Committee to wait upon General 
Lee, and to inform him of his^appomtment, and request 
his answer whether he will accept the command. 

The Committee returned, and reported, that they had 
waited pn General Lee, and informed him of his appoint- 
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ment, and that be gave for answer: "That he had the 
highest sense of the honour conferred upon him by the 
Congress ; that no effort in his power shall be wanting to 
serve the American cause ; but before he entered upon the 
service, he desired a conference with a Committee, to con- 
sist of one Delegate from each of the associated Colonies, 
to whom he desired to explain some particulars respecting 
his private fortune." 

Whereupon, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. S. Adams, Mr. Hop- 
kins, Mr. Dyer, Mr. P. Livingston, Mr. W, Livingston, 
Mr. Ross, Mr. Rodney, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Henry, Mr. 
Caswell, and Mr. Lynch, were appointed as a Committee 
to confer with General Lee. 

The Committee returned, and reported, that they had 
conferr ed_w ith_ General Lee, who had_eomniunicat_ed to 
them an e stima te ofThe estate he risked by this service. 

Whereupon, Resolved, That these Colonies will indem- 
nify General Lee for any loss of property which he. may 
sustain by entering into their service; and that the same 
be done by this or any future Congress, as soon as such 
loss, is ascertained. 

The Letters from Massachusetts- B ay being taken into 
consideration, 

Upon motion, Resolved unanimously, That the Govern- 
our.of Connecticut be requested to direct all the Forces 
raised in that Colony, not employed at Ticonderoga and 
Crown Point, or recommended by this Congress to be 
marched towards New-York, to be~ immediately sent to 
join the combined Army before_H.os{o __ And it is earnestly 
recommended to the Colony of 'Rhode-Island, and to the 
Provincial Convention oTlSfew-IIampshire, to send imme- 
diately to the Army before Boston such of the Forces as 
are already embodied, towards their quotas of the Troops 
agreed to be raised by the New-England Colonies. 

Resolved, That Mr. Lee, Mr. E. Rutlcdge, and Mr. J. 
Adams, be a Committee to prepare the form of a Commis- 
sion for the Major-Generals ; and also for the Brigadier- 
Generals and other Officers in the Army. 

Resolved, That there be four Major-Generals. 

The Congress then proceeded to choose the two remain- 
ing Major-Generals ; when Philip Schuyler, Esquire, was 
chosen third Major-Genera], and Israel Putnam, Esq., was 
unanimously chosen fourth Major-General. 

The Committee appointed to prepare the form of a 
Commission for the Major and Brigadier-Generals, report- 
ed the same, which being agreed to, 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be made out, signed by 
the. President, and attested by the Secretary, for each of 
the Major-Generals and Brigadier-Generals. 

Ordered ^That lie Secretary get ,.a innmber of Commis- 
sions printed* with proper blanks, for theother Officers- 

The Co mmit tee appointed to prepare a Petition to the 

King, reported the same. -■■ - ■ : ■ -■"' - 

Resolved, That this Congress. will, Vlo-morrow, resolve 
itself into ~a: Commi ttee of the Whole, to take Into con- 
sideration .the -State of America. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock, 

. ... . . Tuesday, July 20, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Co nrmitt ee appointed to draught Instructions to the 
GeneraTTreportecT.be same ; which being read, were agreed 
to, and are as iollow : 

To George Washington. Esq.. 

- TJys^Conffress having appointed you to be General and 
CptnmMder-in : CjhieXqf the ..Army of the United Colonies, 
of anjhe Forpes^rajsed or. to^be raised by them, and of all 
others, who |£aTJ voluntarily offer their service and ionrthe 

.. ^ ._*.;"- "-ij.e---f#:t57»;j - _J 3pfc -* ■* nWtj TP . ' . _. $&'_i*i__...^'3.T _ * J _ _ 

s|id Army for_the defence of American liberty, and for 
repelling every hostile invasion thereof, you are to repair 
w J}h al!_expedition to the Colony of 'Massachusetts-Bay, 
ancf taje^cliarge oTthe Army of the United Colonies. 
For, your better direction : 

1. J io s u,aretqjiake > a return to us as soon as possible of 
all. Forces which you shall haye under your command, to- 
gether vv ^»_^ie]r^firitaryStores and Piovisions; and also, 
as^JcfanaccouniraTvoircah'bbkin of the Forces which 
OOnlpose Ihe British Army in America, 

2. You are not to disband any of t_l.e_ inen you fjnd 



raised, until further direction from this. Congress ; and if 
you shall think their numbers not adequate to the purpose 
of security, you may recruit them to a number you shall 
think sufficient, not exceeding double that of the enemy. 

3. In all cases of vacancy occasioned by the death or 
removal of a Colonel, or other inferiour officer, you are by 
brevet, or warrant under your seal, to appoint another per- 
son to fill up such vacancy, until it shall otherwise be or- 
dered by the Provincial Convention, or the Assembly oi 
the Colony from whence the Troops in which such vacancy 
happen, shall direct otherwise. 

4. You are to victual, at the Continental expense, all 
such Volunteers as have joined or shall join the united 
Army. •■ ----- 

5. You shall take every method in your power, consist- 
ent with prudence, to destroy or make prisoners of all per- 
sons who now are, or who hereafter shall appear~in arms 
against the good people of the United Colonies. 

6. And whereas, all particulars cajinot.be foreseen, nor 
positive instructions for such emergencies so Tieforehand 
given, but that many things must be left _ to" your prudent 
and, discreet management, as occurrences may arise upon 
the place, or from time to time fall out, you are, therefore, 
upon all such accidents, or any occasions that may happen, 
to use your best circumspection; and (advising with your 
Council of War) to order and dispose of the said Army 
Urtder your command as may be most advantageous for the 
obtaining the end fonvhich these forces have been raised, 
making it yourspecial care, in discharge of the great trust 
comniitted unto you, that the libertlesT of Amer ica receive 
no detriment, . .... ______ _ _______ 

Resolved, That this Congress "will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee ofjJie Whole, to take into con- 
sideration the state of America. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at mne o'cTockT 

Wednesday, June 21, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Mr. Thomas Jefferson appeared as a Delegate for the 
Colony of Virginia, and produced his Credentials ; which 
were read and approved, and_a_re asjollow : 

" At a Convention of the Delegates for the Counties 
and Corporations in the Colony of Virginia, at the Town 
of Richmond, in the County of Henrico, on Monday, 
March 27, 1775 :" " : ""_'" __-_-- _'--_-_ ■_-_-_ ;_;__.;__ 

" On a motionmade, Resolved, That Thomas Jefferson, 
Esq., be appointed a Deputy to represent this Colony in 
General Congress, in tb_e room of tbe_ Honourable Peyton 
Randolph, Esq., in case of the. non-attendance of the said 
Peyton Randolph, Esq. A copy, test . 

_ "John Taze3VELT_, Cleric of the Convention.'" 

" At a Grene/rarAssenjbly begun and beltl at th_e = Capitol, 
in the City of iFiTliamsTurgh, on Thursday, the first day 
of June, in the .fifteenth ye ar of tb_e_ rejgn o_f_ our Lord 
George the Third, by the'grice _f GVd^(^TfrTaT-Bj'Uaih, 
France, and Ireland, King, T5efend.e_r_of_the__Faith, fee, 
"Monday, June 5, 15th Geo.' Ill, A. B. 1775. 

''Resolved, _V. C. D., That this fiouse^ doth ^entirely 
approve of the proceedings^ and Res olutions lof the Con- 
vention of Delegates for the Cou n ties and Corporations in 
the Colony of ^irgima^yi^S^t'll^^ohirrawnf in the 
County of Henrico, on the 20th of Marcli, 1775 ; and that 
it be recommended to all tIiegood_ people of thisColony 
strictly to conform to and observe the sjtme. 

" By the House of Burgesses; 

" Peyton Randolph, Speaker," 

Mr. Henry informed theJ^gresslOjaFll ie = Gen era] had 
put into his hand sundry Queries, to which he desired the 
Congress would give an answer. 

The Queries being read and debated, 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to 
take into their consideration the said Queries, and report 
their opinion with regai.d to the answer; proper To be given ; 
that the Committee consist of the following persons, narae- 
h : Mr. Diane, Mr. Henry, Mr. ./. Rutlcdge, Mr. . S. 
Adams, and Mr. Lee. " ~"~."r~""""""~~"" . _..v. 

On a.motion made, Resolved,^ That the Generarbe al- 
lowed three Aid. -de-Can.p." " "* ~ 
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That each of the Major-Generals have two Aids-de- 
Camp. _ 

That the pay of the Aids-de-Camp of the Majors-Gen- 
eral be thirty -three Dollars per month. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to" take" into con- 
sideration the state of America. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 

Thursday, June 22, 1775,. . 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Queries of the General, and report thereon, brought in 
their Report ; which was read, and considered. 

Resolved, That the number of Brigadier-Generals be 
augmented to eight. 

The Congress then proceeded to the choice of the 
Brigadiers, viz : 

Seth Pomeroy, Esq., first ; Richard Montgomery, Esq., 
second ; David Woosier, Esquire, third ; William Heath, 
Esq., fourth ; ^Joseph Spencer, Esq., fifth ; John Thomas, 
Esq., sixth ; John Sullivan, Esq., seventh ; Nathaniel 
Greene, Esq., eighth. 

Resolved, That the Troops, Including the Volunteers, 
he furnished .with Camp-equipage and Blankets, where 
necessary, at the Continental expense. - ~~~ 

Resolved, That the Officers now in the Arm y receive 
their nejv.Cjjrn missions through the han ds of the General. 

Resolved, That a sunrirol exceeding Two Millions of 
Spanish milled Dollars be emitted by the Congress, in .Bills 
of Credit, for the defence of America^ 

Resolved, That the twelve confeder ated Colonies be 
pledged for the redemption "'of the Bills of Credit now di- 
rected to be ."emitted, .___ 

Resolved L , That the Colony of Pennsylvania raise two 
more Companies of Riflemen, and that t_te__[7 with the six 
before ordered to be raised by them, making eight Compa- 
nies, be formed into a Battalion, to be commanded by such 
Field-Officers, Captains, and Lieutenants, as "shall be re- 
commended by the Assembly or Convention .of the above 
Colony. ■ ■"" — ; — 

Resolved, That this Congress will, t o-morro w, resolve 
itself into_i Committee oLthe Whole, to take into con- 
sideratio_n_the_state of America, __ - 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 



viz: Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. W. Livingston, Mr. Franklin, 
Mr. Jay, and Mr. Johnson. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into considera- 
tion the state of America ; and after some time spent therein, 
the President resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported 
that the Committee had come into certain Resolutions, which 
they desired him to report, but not having yet finished, they 
had ordered him to move for leave to sit again. 
The Report oFthe Committeelieing read, 
Resolved, That the number and denomination of the 
Bills to be emitted, be as follow, viz: 

49,000 Bills of 8 Dollar s ea ch— 392?0W 

49,000 do. of 7 Dollars each— 343,000 

49,000 do. of 6 Dollars each— 294,000 

49,000 do. of 5 Dollars each— 245,000 

49,000 do. of 4 Dollars each— 196,000 

49,000 do. of 3 DolTars each— T47;000 

49,000 do. of 2 Dollars each— ,98,000 

49,000 do. of 1 Dollar each— 49, 000 

11,800 do. of 20 Dollars each— 236,000 



Friday, Juno 23, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

A Letter from the_Qfficer at Crown Point , dated June 
10th, 1775, was laid before the Congress. Information 
being given, that Colons^ AHen and Ca p tain S eth Warner, 
who brought the Letter, were at the'~3b__r, and had some 
things of importance to communicate, 

Ordered", Thai: they be called in. After.they withdrew, 
the Congress took the Letter and inform ation into co nsTder- 
ation,. . .._ __.... _._. - '- ' : 

Resolved, That it lie recommended t o the Office r com- 
manding In the New-York Department, to. procure, as ?opn 
as possible, a TisLof the men_employed in taking and gar- 
risoning "C^OM>ftj?oij}iand_^ and keeping pos- 
session:pf.jhe Lakes ; and also, of their disbursem ents, in 
order that they-may be paid. 

Resolved, That their pay be the same as that of the 
officers and privates. in . th ___j_m_Tira^Army ; the highest of 
the office_rs._notlQ exceed thai of a Captain, and that the 
pay eminence the thud, day of last May, and continue 
until they^are discharged. _...._ _ 

Resolved, Thar it be recommended to the Cony ention 
of New-York, that they, consulting with General Schuyler, 
employ in the Array to be raised for t he defence of Am e- 
rica, those called Green Mountain Boys, under such 
officers.as_ the .said Green Mountain Boys shall choose, 

Upon motion, Resolved, That a Committee, of five be 
appointed to draw; upa Declaration, to be published T>y 
Geneis.L IVashington," upon his arrival at the Ca mp before 

That the Committee consist of the f ollowing me mbers, 



403,800 $2,000,0000 

Resolved, That the form orfh.e Bills be as follows, viz: 
CONTINENTAL: CUR]IE^CYf~ jff^z: -~_ ~_zy'~':" 
No. '_:_■_"' _PolIar_s._ 

This Bill entitles the Tjearer to r eceive , . 

Spanish milled Dollars, or the value thereof in gold or 
silver, according to the Resolutions of the Congress, held at 
Philadelphia, on Tthe IOtli day ~oTMay, ATD. 1775. 

Resolved, That Mr. J. Adams, Mr. J. Rutle dge, Mr, 
Duape, Doctor. Franklin, and 'Mr. Wilson, be a Commit- 
tee to get proper Plates engraved, to provide Paper, and 
to agree with Printers to print the above Bills. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, again re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
their farther "consideration the state, of America. __ 

Adjourned till fo-morrbwrat nine o^clock. 



Saturday, June 24, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Upon motion, Ordered, That the first and secondUe- 
solves, passed, the 26th of May, be published. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That a Committee of seven be 
appointed to devise ways |md means, io put the Militia of 
America in a proper state for the defence of Ame rica. 

The members_j;hosen, Mr. Paine, Mr. Harrison, Mr. 
Sherman, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Floyd, Mr. Gadsden, and 
Mr. Dickinson. ._.:; 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Declaration to 
be published by General Washington, upon his arrival at 
the Camp before Boston, reported the same, which was read 
and debated, and. referred, for f arthe r consid eration till Mon - 
day next. _.'. """"""' r ^ r 

Resolved, _ That this Congress will, on Monday, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take Into consider- 
ation the state, of America^ ~J;Z^^-ZZ7L'-ZZZI!1ZZZZZZZZIZ". 
.Adjourned till Monday, at nine o'clock. 

Monday, June 26, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

A Letter from; Governour Trumbull was re ad, and re- 
ferred to the. Committee appointed to devise ways and 
means .for intrQducIng the manufacture of Saltpetre into 
these Colonies. _ : ; 

The state of North- Ca>"o/?w« bekig taken into considera- 
tion, the Congress came to tbeJhl! owing Resolutions : 

Whereas, it is. represented jo^iliisTUongress, tEat the 
enemies of the. liberties of A^merica jje pursuing measures 
to divide the good people of the. Colony of North- Carolina, 
and. to defeat., Qie, American ,Assos^^]on_) 

Resolved, TliaXit be recoinmengecrto allm tiiatXJolony, 
who yvish well jto the liberti es oT Americ a, to associate for 
the defence Qtjimericantihiirty, and to embody themselves 
as. Mpitia, under "proper offic ers^ ___ ___ ';_______ " "J.. '_..'. 

Resolved, That in case. tlie _Asjjm Ely or Convention of 
that Colony shall think it absc_.uTvTy_ necessary, for the sup- 
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port of the American Association and safety of the Colony, 
to raise a tody of Forces not exceeding one thousand men, 
this Congress will consider them as an American Army, 
and provide for their pay. 

. •■• The Congress then resumed the consideration of the 
Declaration, and after some debate, the same was recom- 
mitted, and Mr. Dickinson and Mr. Jefferson were added 
to the Committee. 

A Letter from the Committee of Albany, received by 
gxpress', Was laidljefore the Congress and read. 

: f "~Th e . "j^flfflmjj|gg , h \ India n _ .A ffa i rs brought in their Re- 
"pbfi, which was reach 

_Upon motion, 
__ : Resolved, That the Delegates of Pennsylvania be ap- 
pointed from this Congress, to wait on the Committee of 
thjgj^jiy, and to request of them that a supply of Powder 
be_Immediately furnished for the use of the Fortifications 
o{Tij:o_nderoga and Crown Point, and sent, forward im- 
.mediately. 

"w Ordered, That the President write to Governour Trum- 
hidl, and inform him, that the Congress had appointed 
George Washington, Esq., Commander-in-Chief of all 
the For ces raise d, or to be raised, for the defence of Ajme- 
,QSr33^r^Z7'"Z3.".i;~lI~7T Z "■ "' " ; 7. -■■■•■■• 
•=" Ordered pTlvAX the President also write to the Pro- 
vincial. Conventions of Massachusetts a;nd New-Hampshire, 
and to the Government of Rhode-Island, and inform them 
oT the same appointment. 

~~ Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself, into a Committee of the Whole, to take into consider- 
ation the.siate. of America. 

.^Adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 



Resvhed, That if General Schuyler shall have occasion 
for a l arge r quantity of ready Money and Ammunition, for 
carryingoiT srreh expedition, than he can in convenient 
time pf ociire" from the Provincial Convention of the Colony 
of New- Y ork, th at he do in such case apply to the Go- 
vernouT of Connecticut for such supplies as may be neces- 
sary, and can be furnished, by that Colony ; and that 
Governour Trum bull be desired to furnish such supplies, 
and this Congress will make provision for reimbursing the 
same. 

The Committee appointed to draw up an Address to the 
Inhabitants of Great Britain, reported the same, which 
was read. 

Resolv ed, Tha t this .Congress will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into consider- 
ation the state of Amerita.^" "" ,I7 :r " : ------ 

"""" Adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 



Wednesday, June 28, 1775. 

Thcr C ongress met according to adjournment, and re- 
sumed jlje_consideration of th_e_"Articles_of War. After 
some debate, the further consideration of them was put off 
till to-morrovv. 

The Order of the Day put off till to-morrow. 
" Adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 



"?*'T'" "Tuesday, June 27, f"?5. 

"The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That Governour Skene be 
sent under a guard to Weathersfield, or Middletown, in 
the County of Hartford, in Connecticut, there to be con- 
fined on his parole, not to go out of the' bounds prescribed 
to him by Governour Trumbull. 

^Ordere d, T hat the Delegates for Pennsylvania take 
m§¥fOTei;t^jji.ve. the^abqve Resolve carried into execution. 

A Lettergram .the. Convention of 'Massachusetts-Bay, 
dated. SOth of June, received by express, together, with 
.seyjaraLpiligr Lejters, were laid before the Congress and 
read. "...._... 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Letter 
from Albany, and after some debate, the Congress came to 
the following Resolutions : 

--MmsIv^x!^^: Major- General P. Schuyler be directed 
Unrepair, a's" soon as conveniently he can, to the posts of 
Ticonderog a a nd Croivn Point, to'exjmme; :: TCto the. state. 
thereof, and of the Troops now .stationed there, and how 
they are supplied with provision and necessary stores; into 
the_state_also of the Sloop and other navigation on" the 
Lakes; also, to obtain the best intelligence he can of the 
disposition of the Canadians &nd Indians lof Canada [; that 
he confer with Colo nel H inman and Colonel Arnold on 
the subject of Colonel Arnold's Letter to this Congress, 
and report as soon as possible the state of the whole, as 
n ear~as it can be ascertain ed, to this Congress ; und that 
he give orders for the necessary preparation of Boats" and 
St ore s, for securing to the United Colonics the command 
of those waters adjacent to Crown ' Point and Ticonde- 
roga. 

'^esolveJ, That as Governour Cqrleton is making pre- 
- paiatlons To~Tn"vaa f e These Colonies, and is instigating the 
/Indian Nations to take up the hatchet against them, Major- 
Gejieml Jschuy ler do exert his utmost power to destroy or 
t ake all Vess els, Boats, or Floating Batteries preparing by 
said Go vernour, or by his order, on or near tho waters of 
theTjalFes. 

Resolved, That if General Schuyler finds it practicable, 
and.tbaL it.jyjiLjjpLbe jjsa^reeable to tho Canadians, lie 
do immediately take possession of St. John's, Montreal, 
ancLany other parts of the country, and pursue atrybthcr 
measures in Canada, which may have a tendency to pro- 
mote 'the peace and security of the.se Colonies." 



- - Thursday, June 29, 1775. 

Th e Co ngres?inet according to adjournment. 

A numbered* Letters and Speeches from the Chiefs of 
Stockbridge Indians to thejCongress, also copylpf a Mes- 
sage fi mo. said In dians to the >. Canadji. Lidians, and their 
AnsvveFTwere laid Tie/ore theTJongress and read. 

Th e Congress Then resumed the consideration of the 
Rules or Articles of War. Alter some debate, the same 
was deferred tiH jo-rnoiTPW. 



The3Jr3|Farthe Day put off, and adjourned till to- 
morrow: nineroxlock. '. 



Friday, June_30, 1775, ^= 



■ThejCongress met according to adjournment. 
Theyonsi derati on of the Articles of War being resumed, 
the Congress agreed to the same. 

Whereas, His Majesty's most faithful subjects in these 
Colonies aire reduced to a dangerous and critical situation, 
by tbejattempls orihe British Ministry to carry into exe- 
cution, by force oCarrrrs, several unconstitutionaland oppres- 
sive acts of ihe British Parliament for laying Taxes' in 
AmeriM, id ^enforce the collection of those Taxes, and for 
altering^nd changing the Constit ution and internal Police 
of som e; of thgse_ Colonies, in violation of the natural and 
civil rights of _ the Colonies r --— — -■— -■=-■ 

And_w h£reas, h ostilities ..haye been actually commenced 
in „M(t sga.chusetts-B ay, by' the British Troops ^under the 
command o _f . Gene ral GageVaniT the liveTof a number of 
the inlmbitants^of that Colony destroyed; the Town of 
Bosio n~not only ha ving been Jong occupied as a garrisoned 
Town mjTTETTero y's Country, "but "the inhabitants thereof 
tre.ated. jyitli a seve rity ana^c.meTty not to be justified even 
toward sldeclared "e nemies : ^JJ . Mi ^ ;'__ 

And. _wbereas, l arge re-enforcements have been ordered, 
and are _srjQU_gype cted , for the declared purpose of com- 
pelling The^e~Ugp>nies to submit' to the operation of the 
said acts, wIiicTrha th._rendered it necessary, and "an indis- 
pensable _duty7Tor tire expreis^rarpraeof securing arid de- 
fendin g these Coloj ies, and preserving them in safety against 
all aBeiapts to carry the sa rd" act s into execution, Glat an 
armed force be ra ised suffi cienT'to i leTeat sucFTfostife de- 
signs, and preserve and defend the lives, liberties, , and. 
immrxnitfej. priFe Colonists ; _for the_ due_regulatimf and 
well or derin g of which, 

Resolyedj'i-'hat- the.following Rule? Bnd Orders be at- 
tendedjo, and observed by such Forces as are or may here- 
after jDejaj|ejfor the purposes" aforesaid. 

Art icle i. Tha t every Officer who shall be retained, 



a n d ey ery So 1 di e r who shal l serve i n the ContinentarArmy, 
sjiaji^a t. the tirng o f his raqgeptance of his commissioner 
ehlistrhent, s ubscri be these jRules and Regulariorfsf and 
that the Officers an d Soldiersralready of that Army, "shall 
also, as soon |?_rjQHy be, subscribe the same, from the time 
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of which subscription, every Officer and Soldier shall be 
bound by those Regulations. But if any of the Officers 
or Soldiers, now of the said Army, do not subscribe these 
Rules and Regulations, then they may be retained in the 
said Army, subject to the rules and regulations under which 
they entered into the service, or be discharged from the 
service, at the option of the Commander-in-Chief. 

Art. ii. It is earnestly recommended to all Officers and 
Soldiers, diligently to attend divine service ; and all Officers 
and Soldiers who shall behave indecently or irreverently at 
any place of divine worship, shall, if Commissioned Officers, 
be brought before a Court- Martial, there to be publickly 
and severely reprimanded by the President ; if Non-Com- 
missioned Officers or Soldiers, every person so offending 
shall, for his first offence, forfeit one-sixth of a Dollar, to 
be deducted out of his next pay : for the second offence 
he shall not only forfeit a like sum, but be confined for 
twenty-four hours ; and for every like offence, shall suffer 
and pay in like manner ; which money so forfeited shall be 
applied to the use of the sick Soldiers of the Troop or Com- 
pany to wh[chjhe offender belongs. 

Art. hi. Whatsoever Non-Commissioned Officer or Sol- 
dier shall use any profane oath or execration, shall incur 
the penalties expressed in the foregoing Article ; and if a 
Commissioned Officer be thus guilty of profane cursing or 
swearing, he shall forfeit and pay for each and every such 
offence the sum of four Shillings lawful money. 

Art. iv. Any Officer or Soldier who shall behave him- 
self with contempt or disrespect towards the General orGene- 
rals, or Commanders-in-Chief of the Continental Forces, or 
shall speak false words, tending to his or their hurt or dis- 
honour, shall be punished according to the nature of his 
offence, by the judgment of a General Court-Martial. 

Art. v. Any Officer or Soldier who shall begin, excite, 
cause, or join irrany 'mutiny or sedition in the Regiment, 
Troop, or Company, to which he belongs, or in any other 
Regiment, Troop, or Company of the Continental Forces, 
either by land or sea, or in any part, post, detachment, or 
guard, on any pretence whatsoever, shall suffer such punish- 
ment as by a General Court-Martial shall be ordered. 

Art. vi. Any Officer, Non-Commissioned Officer, or 
Soldier, who being present at any mutiny or sedition, does 
not use his utmost endeavours to suppress the same, or 
coming to the knowledge of any mutiny or intended mutiny, 
does not, without delay, give information thereof to the 
Commanding Officer, shall be punished by order of a Gene- 
ral Court-Martial, according to the nature of his offence. 

Art. vii. Any Officer or Soldier who shall strike his 
superiour Officer, or draw, or offer to draw, or shall lift up 
any weapon, or offer any violence against him, being in the 
execution of his office, on any pretence whatsoever, or shall 
disobey any lawful commands of his superiour Officer, shall 
suffer such punishment as shall, according to the nature of 
his offence, be ordered by the sentence of a General Couri- 
Martial. 

Art. viii. Any Non-Commissioned Officer or Soldier 
who shall desert, or without leave of his Commanding Offi- 
cer, absent himself from the Troop or Company to which 
he belongs, or from any detachment of the same, shall, 
upon being convicted thereof, be punished according to the 
nature of his offence, at the discretion of a^General Court- 
Martial. 

Art. ix. Whatsoever Officer or Soldier shall be con- 
victed of having advised or persuaded any other Officer or 
Soldierto deser t, shall suffer such punishment as shall be 
ordered by the sentence of a General Court-Martial. 

Art. x. All Officers, of what condition soever, shall have 
power to part and quell all quarrels, frays, and disorders, 
though the persons concerned should belong to another 
Regiment, Troop, or Company, and either order Officers to 
be arrested, or Non-Commissioned Officers or Soldiers to 
be confined and imprisoned, till their proper superiour Offi- 
cers shall, be ..acquainted therewith; and whoever shall re- 
fuse to obey such Officer, (though of an inferipur rank,) or 
shall draw his sword upon him, shall be punished at the 
discretion of .a General Court-Martial. 

Art. xi. No Officer or Soldier shall use any reproachful 
or provoking speeches, or gestures to another, nor shall pre- 
sume to sencLaj^hallenge to any person to fight a duel ; and 
whoever shall knowingly and willingly suffer any person 



whatsoever to go forth to fight a duel, or shall second, pro- 
mote, or carry any challenge, shall be deemed as a princi- 
pal ; and whatsoever Officer or Soldier shall upbraid another 
for refusing a challenge, shall also be considered as a 
challenger; and all such offenders, in any of these or such 
like cases, shall be punished at the discretion of a General 
Court-Martial. ._~~~~~~..~~1 

Art. xii. Every Officer commanding in quarters, or on 
a march, shall keep good order, and, to the utmost of his 
power, redress all such abuses or disorders which may be 
committed by any Officer or Soldier under his command ; 
if upon any complaint being made to him, of Officers or 
Soldiers beating, or otherwise ill-treating any person, or of 
committing any kind of riot, to the disquieting of the inhabi- 
tants of this Continent, he, the said Commander, who shall 
refuse or omit to. see justice done on the offender or offen- 
ders, and reparation made to the party or parties injured, 
as far as the offender's wages shall enable him or them, shall, 
upon due proof thereof, be punished as ordered by a Gene- 
ral Court-Martial, in such manner as if he himself had com- 
mitted the crimes or disorders complained of. 

Art. xm. If any Officer should think himself to be 
wronged by his Colonel, or the commanding Officer of the 
Regiment, and shall, upon due application made to him, 
be refused to be redressed, he may complain to the General 
or Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Forces, in order 
to obtain justice, who is hereby required^ to examine into 
said complaint, and see that justice be done. 

Art. xiv. If any inferiour Officer or Soldier shall think 
himself wronged by his Captain, or other Officer command- 
ing the Troop or Company to which he belongs, he is to 
complain thereof to the commanding Officer of the Regi- 
ment, who is hereby required to summon a Regimental 
Court-Martial for the doing justice to the complainant, from 
which Regimental Court-Martial either party may, if he 
thinks himself still aggrieved, appeal to a General Court- 
Martial; but if, upon a second hearing, the appeal shall 
appear to be vexatious and groundless, the person so appeal- 
ing shall be punished at the discretion of the General Court- 
Martial. 

Art, xv. Whatsoever Non-Commissioned Officer or Sol- 
dier shall be convicted, at a Regimental Court-Martial, of 
having sold, or designedly, or through neglect, wasted the 
Ammunition, Arms, or Provisions, or other military stores, 
delivered out to him, to be employed in the service of this 
Continent, shall, if ah Officer, be reduced to a private Sen- 
tinel, and if a private Soldier, shall suffer such punishment 
as shall be ordered by a Regimental Court-Martial. 

Art. xvi. All Non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers 
who shall be found one mile from the_camp, without leave 
in writing from their commanding Officer, shall suffer such 
punishment as shall be inflicted on him or them by the sen- 
tence of a Regimental Court-Martial. 

Art. xvii. No Officer or Soldier shall lie out of his quar- 
ters, or camp without leave from the commanding Officer of 
the Regiment, upon penalty of being punished, according 
to the nature of his offence, by order of a Regimental Court- 
Martial. . , '_.'''. 

Art. xviii. Every Non-Commissioned Officer and Sol- 
dier shall retire to his quarters .or_tenL_at_the_bealing of the 
retreat ; in default of which, he shall be punished according 
to the nature of his offence, by order of the commanding 
Officer. 

Art. xix. No Officer, Non-Commissioned Officer or Sol- 
dier, shall fail of repairing, at the time fixed, to the place 
of parade or exercise, or other rendezvous appointed by the 
commanding Officer, if not pfeventecTliy sickness or some 
other evident necessity, or shall go from the said place of 
rendezvous, or from his guard, without leave from his com- 
manding Officer, before he shall he regularly dismissed or 
relieved, on penalty of being punlshedTaccorcfing to the 
nature of his offence, by the sentence of a Regimental 
Court-Martial. 

Art. xx. Whatsoever commissioned Officer shall be 
found drunk on bis guard, party, or duty, under arms, shall 
be cashiered for it; any Non-Commissioned Officer or Sol- 
dier so offending, shall suffer such punlsliment as shall be 
ordered by the sentence of a Regimental Court-Martial. 

Art. xxi. Whatsoever Sentinel shall be founcLsle.eping 
upon his post, or shall leavelt before lie shall be regularly 
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rejig v§& r shall sufFer_sucIij)unishment as shall be ordered 
by the sentence of - a General "Uourt- Ma rtlaT. 
™ Art^ xxii. Any person belonging to the Continental 
Army^ who, by discharging of Fire- Arms, beating of Drums, 
or by any other means whatsoever, shall occasion false alarms 
in' camp" or quarters, shall suffer such punishment as shall 
Ce ordered by the sentence^ of a General Court-Martial. . 

.ARTr~xxin. Any Officer or Soldier who shall, without 
urgent necessity, or without leave of his superiour Officer, 
quit his platoon or division, shall be punished, according to 
the nature of his offence, by the sentence of a Regimental 
Court-Martial. 

Art. xxiv. No Officer or Soldier shall do violence, or 
offer any insult or abuse to any person who shall bring Pro- 
visions or other necessaries to the Camp or Quarters of the 
Continental Army; any Officer or Soldier so offending, shall, 
upon complaint being made to the commanding Officer, 
suffer such punishment as shall be ordered by a Regimental 
Court-Martial. 

Art. xxv. Whatsoever Officer or Soldier shall shame- 
fully abandon any Post committed to his charge, or shall 
speak words inducing others to do the like in time of an 
engagement, shall suffer death immediately. 

Art. xxvi. Any person belonging to the Continental 
Army, who shall make known the watchword to any 
person who is not entitled to receive it according to the 
rules and discipline of war, or shall presume to give a 
parole or watchword different from what he received, shall 
suffer death, or such other punishment as shall be ordered 
by the sentence of a General Court-Martial. 

Art. xxvii. Whosoever, belonging to the Continental 
Army, shall relieve the enemy with Money, Victuals, or 
Ammunition, or shall knowingly harbour or protect an ene- 
my, shall suffer such punishment as by a General Court- 
Martial shall be ordered. 

Art. xxvjii. Whosoever, belonging to the Continental 
Army, shall be convicted of holding correspondence with, 
or of giving intelligence to the enemy, either directly or 
indirectly, shall suffer such punishment as by a General 
Court-Martial shall be ordered. 

Art. xxix. All Publick Stores taken in the enemy's 
camp or magazines, whether of Artillery, Ammunition, 
Clothing, or Provisions, shall be secured for the use of the 
United Colonies. 

Art. xxx. If any Officer or Soldier shall leave his post 
or colours in time of an engagement, to go in search of 
plunder, he shall, upon being convicted thereof before a 
General Court-Martial, suffer such punishment as by the 
said Court-Martial shall be ordered. 

Art. xxxi. If any Commander of any Post, Intrench- 
meint, or Fortress, shall be compelled, by the Officers or 
Soldiers under his command, to give it up to the enemj^, or 
to abandon it, the Commissioned Officer, Non-Commis- 
sibned Officers, or Soldiers, who shall be convicted of 
having so offended, shall suffer death, or such other punish- 
ment as may be inflicted upon them by the sentence of a 
General Court-Martial. 

Art. xxxii. All Sutlers and Retailers to a Camp, and 
all persons whatsoever serving with the Continental Army 
in the fieLd, though not enlisted Soldiers, are to be subject 
to the Articles, Rules, and Regulations of the Continental 
Army . 

Art. xxxiii. No General Court-Martial shall consist of 
a less number than thirteen, none of which shall be under 
the degree oT aTCommissioned Officer, and the President 
shall Tta^a ^jeTd" Office r ; and. the President of each and 
<*v'£fy Court-Martial, whether General or Regimental, shall 
have power to administer an oath to every witnesss, in order 
to the trial of offenders ; and the Members of all Courts- 
Martial shall be duly sworn by the President, and the next 
. injfank .jjr^fhejLpjirt -Martial, shall administer the oath to 
the President. 

Art. xxxiv. The Members, both of General and Regi- 
mentaLCourts-Martial, shall, when belonging to different 
Corps, take the same rank which they hold in the Army; 
but when Courts-Martial shall be composed of Officers^of 
one Corps, they shall take their ranks according to their 
commission s by which they are mustered in the said Corps. 

Art. xxxv. All. the Members of a Court-Martial are to 
behave with calmness, decency, and impartialityyand in 



giving of their voles, are to begin with the youngest or 
lowest in commission. 

Art. xxxvi. No Field_ Officer ..shall be tried, by any 
person under the degree of a Captain ; nor shall any pro- 
ceedings or trials be carried on excepting between the hours 
of eight in the morning and three in the afternoon, except 
in cases which require an immediate example. 

Art. xxxvii. The Commi ssion ed Officers of every Re- 
giment may, by the appointment of their Colonel or com- 
manding Officer, hold Regimental Courts-Martial for the 
inquiring into such disputes or criminal matters as may 
come before them, and for the inflicting corporeal punish- 
ment for small offences, and shall give judgment by the 
majority of voices ; but no sentence shall be executed till 
the commanding Officer (not being a member of the Court- 
Martial) shall have confirmed the same. 

Art. xxxviii. No Regimental Court-Martial shall con- 
sist.of Jess than five Officers., excepting in cases where that 
number cannot be conveniently assembled, when three may 
be sufficient, who are likewise to determine upon the sen- 
tence by the majority of voices, which sentence is to be 
confirmed, by the commanding Officer, not being a member 
of the Court-Martial. 

Art. xxxix. Every Officer commanding in any Fort, 
Castle, or Barrack, or elsewhere, where the Corps under 
his command consists of detachments from different Regi- 
ments, or of independent Companies, may assemble Courts- 
Martial, for the trial of offenders, in the same manner as if 
they were Regimental, whose sentence is not to be exe- 
cuted till it shall be confirmed by the said commanding 
Officer. 

Art. xl._ No person whatsoever shall use menacing 
words, signs, or gestures, in the presence of a Court-Martial 
then sitting, or shall cause any disorder or riot, so as to dis- 
turb their proceeding, on the penalty of being punished at 
the discretion of the said CourtJVIartial, 

Art. xli. To the end that offenders may be brought to 
justice, whenever any Officer or Soldier shall commit a 
crime deserving punishment, he shall, by his commanding 
Officer, if an Officer, be put in arrest ; if a Non-Commis- 
sioned Officer or Soldier, be imprisoned till he shall be 
either tried by a Court-Martial, or shall be lawfully dis- 
charged by proper authority. 

Art. xlii. No Officer or Soldier who shall be put in 
arrest or imprisonment, shall continue in his confinement 
more than eight days, or till such time as a Court-Martial 
can be conveniently assembled. 

Art. xliii. No Officer commanding a Guard or Provost- 
Marshal, shall refuse to receive or keep any prisoner com- 
mitted to his charge by an Officer belonging to the Con- 
tinental. Forces; which Officer shall, at the same time, 
deliver an account in writing, signed by himself, of the 
crime with which the said prisoner is charged. 

Art. xliv. No Officer commanding a Guard or Provost- 
Marshal, shall presume to release any prisoner committed 
to his charge without proper authority for so doing, Tior 
shall he suffer any prisoner to escape, on the penalty of 
being punished for it by the sentence of a General Court- 
Martial. 

Art. xlv. Every Officer or Provost-Marshal, to whose 
charge prisoners shall be committed, is hereby required, 
within twenty-four hours after such commitment, or as soon 
as he shall be relieved from, his guard, to give in writing to 
the Colonel of the Regiment to whom the prisoner belongs, 
(where the prisoner is confined upon the guard belonging 
to the said Regiment, and that his offence only relates to 
the neglect of duty in his own Corps,) or to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, their names, their crimes, and the names 
of the Officers who committed them, on jhe^ penalty of 
being punished for his disobedience or neglect, at the dis- 
cretion, of a General Court^jmial,, . 

Art. xlvi. And if any Officer under arrest shall leave 
his confinement before he is set at liberty by the Officer 
who confined him, or by a superiour power, he shall be 
cashiered for it. 

Art. xlvii. Whatsoever Com missioned Officer shall be 
convicted before a General Court-Martial of behaving in a 
scandalous, infamous manner, such as is unbecoming the 
character .of an Officer and a Gentleman, shall be dis- 
charged from the service. 
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Art. xlviii. AH Officers, Conductors, Gunners, Ma- 
trosses, Drivers, or any other persons whatsoever, receiving 
pay or hire in the service of the Continental Artillery, shall 
be governed by the aforesaid Rules and Articles, and shall 
be subject to be tried by Courts-Martial, in like manner 
with the Officers and Soldiers of the Continental Troops. 

Art. xlix. For differences arising amongst themselves, 
or in matters relating solely to their own Corps, the Courts- 
Martial may be composed of their own Officers; but where 
a number sufficient of such Officers cannot be assembled, 
.or in matters wherein other Corps are interested, the Offi- 
cers of Artillery shall sit in Courts-Martial with the Officers 
of the other Corps. 

Art. l. All crimes, not capital, and all disorders and 
neglects, which Officers and Soldiers may be guilty of, to 
the prejudice of good order and military discipline, though 
not mentioned in the Articles of War, are to be taken cog- 
nizance of by a General or Regimental Court-Martial, 
according to the nature and degree of the offence, and be 
punished at their discretion. 

Art. li. That no persons shall be sentenced by a Court- 
Martial to suffer death, except in the cases expressly men- 
tioned in the foregoing Articles ; nor shall any punishment 
be inflicted at the discretion of a Court-Martial, other than 
degrading, cashiering, drumming out of the Army, whip- 
ping not exceeding thirty-nine lashes, fine not exceeding 
two months pay of the offender, imprisonment not exceed- 
ing one month. 

Art. lii. The Field-Officers of each and every Regi- 
ment are to appoint some suitable person belonging to such 
Regiment, to receive all such Fines as may arise within 
the same, for any breach of any of the foregoing Articles, 
and shall direct the same to be carefully and properly 
applied to the relief of such sick, wounded, or necessitous 
Soldiers as belong to such Regiment ; and such person 
shall account with such Officer for all Fines received, and 
the application thereof. 

Art. liii. All Members sitting in Courts-Martial shall 
be sworn by the President of said Courts, which President 
shall himself be sworn by the Officer in said Court next 
in rank ;tjie Oath to be administered previous to their 
proceeding to the trial of any offender, in form following, 
viz : 

" You, A. B., swear that you will well and truly try, 
and impartially determine the cause of the prisoner now to 
be tried, according to the Rules for regulating the Conti- 
nental Army; so help you God." 

Art. liv. All persons called to give evidence, in any 
case, before a Court-Martial, who shall refuse to give evi- 
dence, shall be punished for such refusaLat the discretion 
of such Court-Martial ; the Oath to be administered in the 
following form, viz: 

" You swear the evidence you shall give in the case 
now in hearing, shall be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth ; so help you God." 

Art. lv. Every Officer commanding a Regiment, 
Troop, or Company, shall, upon notice given to him by 
the Commissary of the Musters, or from one of his Depu- 
ties, assemble the Regiment, Troop, or Company under 
his command, in the next convenient place for their being 
mustered. 

Art. lvi. Every Colonel, or other Field-Officer, or 
Officer commanding any Corps, to which there js no Field- 
Officer, and actually residing with it, may give Furloughs 
to Non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers, in such num- 
bers, and for so long a time, as he shall judge to be most 
consistent with the good of the service; but no Non-Com- 
missioned Officer or Soldier shall, by leave of his Captain, 
or inferiour Officer, commanding the Troop or Company, 
(his Field-Officer not. being present,) be absent above 
twenty days in, six months, nor shall more than two pri- 
vate men be absent at the same time from, their Troop or 
Company, excepting some extraordinary occasion should 
require it, of which occasion the Field-Officer present with, 
and commanding the Regiment or independent Corps, is 
to be judge. 

Art. lvii. At every Muster the Commanding Officer 
of each JRegiment, Troop, or Company, then present, shall 
give to the Commissary of Musters Certificates signedby 
himself, signifying how long such Officers, Non-Comjnis- 



sioned Officers, and Soldiers, who shall not appear at the 
said Muster, have been absent, and the reason of their, 
absence ; which reasons, and the time of absence, shall be 
inserted in the Muster-Rolls, opposite to the respective 
names of such absentees ; the said Certificates shall, to- 
gether with the Muster-Roils, be by the said Commissary 
transmitted to the General, and to this or any fulure Con- 
gress of the United Colonies, or Committee appointed 
thereby, within twenty days next after such Muster being 
taken ; on failure whereof, the Commissary so offending 
shall be discharged from the service. 

Art. lviii. Every Officer who shall be convicted before 
a General Court-Martial of having" signed a false Certifi- 
cate, relating to the absence of either Officers, Non-Com- 
missioned Officer, or private Soldier, shall be cashiered. 

Art. i>ix. Every Officer, who shall knowingly make 
a false Muster of man or horse, and every Officer or Com- 
missary who shall willingly sign, direct, or allow the signing 
of the Muster-Rolls, wherein such false Muster is contain- 
ed, shall, upon proof made thereof, by two witnesses, before 
a General Court-Martial, be cashiered, and moreover, for- 
feit all such pay as may be due to him at the time of con- 
viction for such offence. 

Art. lx. Any Commissary who shall be convicted of 
having taken any gift or gratuity on the mustering any 
Regiment, Troop, or Company, or on the signing the 
Muster-Rolls, shall be displaced from his office, and forfeit 
his pay, as in the preceding Article. 

Art. lxi. Any Officer who shall presume to muster 
any person as a Soldier vvho is another times accustomed 
to wear a Livery, or who does not actually do his duty as 
a Soldier, shall be deemed guilty of having made a false 
Muster, and shall suffer accordingly. 

Art. lxii. Every Officer who_shaII knowingly make 
a false Return to the Cpmmander-in-Chief of jhe Ame ri- 
can Forces, or to any his superiour Officer, authorized to 
call for such Returns, of the state of the Regiment, Troop, 
independent Company, or Garrison under his command, 
or of Arms, Ammunition, Clothing, or other Stores there- 
unto belonging, shall, by a Court-Martial, be cashiered. 

Art. Lxni. The Commanding Officer of every Regi- 
ment, Troop, independent Company, or Garrison, in the 
service aforesaid, shall, in the beginning of every month, 
remit to the Commander-in-Chief of said Forces, an exact 
Return of the state of the Regim ent, Tr oop, independent 
Company, or Garrison under his command, specifying the 
names of the Officers not then residing at their posts, and 
the reason for, and the time of their absence ; whoever 
shall be convicted of having, through neglect or design, 
omitted the sending such Returns, shall be punished ac- 
cording to the nature of his crime, by the judgment of a 
General Court-Martial. 

Art. Lxry. No Sutlers shall be permitted to sell any 
kincf of Liquors or Victuals, or to keep their houses or 
shops open for the entertainment of Soldiers, after nine at 
night, or before the beating of the reveille, or upon Sun- 
days, during divine service or sermon, otTtne penalty of 
being dismissed from all future sutling. 

Art. lxv. All Officers commanding in the Camp, or in 
any Forts, Barracks, or Garrisons, are hereby required to 
see that the persons permitted to suttle shall supply the 
Soldiers with good and wholesome Provisions at a reason- 
able price, as they shall be answerable for their neglect. 

Art. lxvi. No Officers commanding In any Camp, Gar- 
risons, Forts, or Barracks, shall either themselves exact 
exorbitant prices for Houses or Stalls let out to Sutlers, or 
shall connive at the like exactions jn other s, nor lay any 
duty or impositions upon, or be interested in the sale of 
such Victuals, Liquors, or other necessaries of life, which 
are brought into the Camp, Garrison, Fort, or Barracks, 
for the use of the Soldiers, on the penalty of being dis- 
charged from the service. 

Art.lxvii. That the General, or Commander-in-Chief 
for the time being, shall have full power of pardoning or 
mitigating any of the punishments ordered to be inflicted 
for any of the offences mentioned in the foregoing Articles; 
and every offender, convicted as aforesaid, by any Regi- 
mental CourL-MaxtiaL, may be pardoned, or have his pun- 
ishment mitigatecT "by the UoToneT or T3fficer commanding 
the Regiment. 
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Art. Lxviii. When any Commissioned Officer sIiaTT Bap- 
pen to die, or be killed in the service of the United Colo- 
nies, the Major of the Regiment, or the Officer doing the 
Major's duty in his absence, shall immediately secure all 
liis effects or equipage, then in Camp or Quarters ; and 
shall, before the next Regimental Court-Martial, make an 
inventory thereof, and forthwith transmit to the Office of 
the Secretary of the Congress, or Assembly of the Pro- 
vince in which the Corps is stationed or shall happen to be 
at the time of the death of such Officer ; to the end that 
liis Executors may, after payment of his debts in. quarters, 
and interment, receive the overplus, if any be, to his or 
their use. 

Art. lxix. When any Non-Commissioned Officer or 
private SoTdTeFsliaTrhappen to die, or be killed in the ser- 
vice of the United Colonies, the then Commanding Officer 
of the Troop or Company, shall, in the presence of two 
other Commissioned Officers, take an account of whatever 
effects he dies possessed of, and transmit the .same, as in 
the case above provided for, in order that the same may be 
secured for, and paid to their respective representatives. 

Ordered, That Mr. Deane, Mr. Cushing, and Mr. 
Hewes, be a Committee to examine the Rules and Articles 
of War agreed to' by the Congress, and get them printed 
as soon as possible. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That this Congress will, on Mon- 
day next, take into consideration the Trade of America. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That the Committee for Indian 
Affairs do prepare proper Talks for the several Tribes of 
Iidians for engaging the continuance of their friendship to 
us, and neutrality^n our present unhappy dispute with 
Great Britain. 

The Order of the Day put off, and adjournment made 
.till to-morrow. 

Saturday, July 1, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

On motion, Resolved, That in case any Agent of the 
Ministry shall induce" the Indian Tribes, or any of them, 
to commit actual, hostilities, against these Colonies, or to 
enter into an offensive alliance with the British Troops, 
thereupon the Colonies ought to avail themselves of an alli- 
ance with such Indian Nations as will enter into the same, 
to oppose such British Troops and their Indian allies. 

The Congress then took into consideration the Report 
of the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

During the debate Letters were received by express 
from General Schuyler, which requiring an immediate 
answer, the same were taken into consideration : 

Resolved, That General Schuyler be directed not to 
rejffi5Ve. General [Wqoster, or the Troops under his com- 
mand, from New-York ; but that he raise as many of the 
Green Mountain Boys, under such Officers as they shall 
cfigose, with such other men Tn the vicinity of Ticonderoga 
TSS"Ty.iii be necessary to carry info execution the Resolu- 
tions pftlW Congress, of the 27 lb of June last, transmitted 
to him. 

DvTtredl "That this be transmitted to General. Schuyler 
by the President. 

On mptjpji, . maSe, Hesolved, That Lieutenant Patrick 
Moncrief have liberty to return to England, on giving his 
pafSle of honour, that he will not act against the Ameri- 
cftn$~'m the present controversy between Great Britain and 
these Colonies,. 

; The Older of the Day being put off, the Congress 
adjourned tilT Monday next at nine o'clock. 

' ' ^ " * Monday, Juiy 3, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Sundry Letters from the Convention of New-York, 
General Schuyler, and a certified copy of a Letter from 
Thomas Gage to Governour Martin, were laid before the 
Congress, and read. 

- Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress 
resolved, itself .into, a CpinmjUee of the Whole, "to take 
into consideration the Jxad.e "...of America. After some 
time spent therein the President resumed the cbair, aud 



Wr.JVar d reported that Be Committee Tiad come to a 
Resolution, which they ordered him to report ; but not 
having finished, they had desired him to move for leave to 
sit again. 

The Report from the Committee being read, the final 
determination of it was, at the request of the Colony of 
South- Carolina, deferred till to-morrow. 

Resolved, That the Congress will, to-morrow, again 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the state of America. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 

Tuesday, July 4, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

And having taken up the consideration of the Report 
from the Committee, came to the following Resolution : 

Resolved, That the two Acts passed in the first session of 
the present Parliament, the one intituled " An Act to re- 
strain the Trade and Commerce of the Province of Massa- 
chusetts-Bay and Neiv-Hampshire, and the Colonies of 
Connecticut and Rhode-Island and Providence Planta- 
tions, in North-America, to Great Britain, Ireland, and 
the British Islands in the West-Indies ; and to prohibit such 
Provinces and Colonies from carrying on any Fishery on 
the banks of Newfoundland or other places therein mention' 
ed, under certain conditions and limitations :" the other, 
intituled " An Act to restrain the Trade and Commerce 
of the Colonies of New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Virginia, and South- Carolina, to Great Britain, Ireland, 
and the British Islands in the West-Indies, under certain 
conditions and limitations," are unconstitutional, oppres- 
sive, and cruel ; and that the commercial opposition of these 
Colonies, to certain Acts enumerated in the Association of 
the last Congress, ought to be made against these, until 
they are repealed. 

Ordered, That the above be immediately published. 

The Congress" then took into consideration the Letter of 
General Schuyler of 28th ultimo, and, 

Ordered, That the Delegates of the Colony of Penn- 
sylvania procure Letters from the German Clergy, and 
other respectable persons of that nation in this City, to 
their friends and countrymen in the Colony of New- York, 
and also to their countrymen in North-Carolina. 

Resolved, That the Committee for Indian Affairs be so 
far released from the obligation of secrecy as to have liberty 
to inquire of proper intelligent persons, the situation and 
condition of the Indian Nations. _ ,^ 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Petition 
to the King. After some debate, the further consideration 
of it was postponed till to-morrow. 

Resolved, That the Congress will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into their 
farther consideration the state of A me rica. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 

Wednesday, July 5, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Several Liters, from General Schuyler, of the 2d and 3d 
of July, were received. and_read. _. 

It appearing that Governour Philip Skene and Mr. 
Limdy have designs inimical to American liberty : 

Therefore, on motion, It is recommended to the Dele- 
gates of jhe C.oJbpy of Pennsylvania, to have the order of 
Congress of the 27th of Jwnejast, respecting the sending 
Governour Skene to Hartford, in Connecticut, immediately 
carried into execution, _"_ 

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Idindy be sent under 
guard along with Governour Skene to Hartford, in Connec- 
ticut, there to be confined in the same manne r as is ordered 
with respect to Governour Skene, until farther orders from 
this Congress. - 

Resolved, That such provision be made for the support 
of Governour Skene and .Mr. Lundy as Governour Trum- 
bull shall think proper, which the Continent will take care 
to pay. 

Ordered, That the President write to G°jernour Trum- 
bull on this subject, and enclose birn the above Order and 
Resolves. 
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The Congress resumed the consideration of the Petition 
to the King, which being debated by paragraphs, was agreed 
to, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The Order. of the Day was postponed, and the Congress 
adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 

Thursday, July 6, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

And resumed the consideration of the Address to the 
Inhabitants of Great Britain which, after some debate, 
was recommitted. 

The Committee, to whom the Declaration was recom- 
mitted, brought in the same, which being read, was taken 
into consideration, and being debated* by paragraphs, was 
approved, and is as follows : 

A Declaration by the Representatives of the United 
Colonies of North- America, now met in Congress' at 
Philadelphia, setting forth the causes and necessity 
of their taking up Arms. 

If it was possible for men who exercise their reason, to 
believe that the divine Author of our existence intended a 
part of the liuman race to hold an absolute property in, 
and an unbounded power over others, marked out by his 
infinite goodness and wisdom, as the objects of a legal 
domination never rightfully resistible, however severe and 
oppressive, the inhabitants of these Colonies might at least 
require from the Parliament of Great Britain some evi- 
dence, that this dreadful authority over them has been 
granted to that body. But a reverence for our great Crea- 
tor, principles of humanity, and the dictates of common 
sense, must convince all those who reflect upon the sub- 
ject, that Government was instituted to. promote the wel- 
fare of mankind, and ought to be administered for the 
attainment of '.that. en d_. The Legislature of Great Bri- 
tain, however, stimulated by an inordinate passion for a 
power, not only unjustifiable, but which they know to be 
peculiarly reprobated by the very Constitution of that 
Kingdom, amT^Jespenite of success in any mode of contest 
where _regartrsh7ould be had to truth, law, or right, have at 
lengthjdeserting those, attempted to effect their cruel and 
impolluck purpose of enslaving these Colonies by violence, 

"FRAGMENT OF A SPEECH MADE IN THE GENERAL CONGRESS OF AMERICA, 
^ BY ONE OF THE DELEGATES IN 1775. 

The great God, Sir, who is the searcher of all things, will witness 
for me, that I have spoken to you from the bottom and purity of my 
heart. We have heard that this is an arduous consideration. And 
surely, Sir, we have considered it earnestly. I may think of every 
gentlemen here, as I know of myself, that, for seven years past, this 
question has filled the day with anxious thought, and the night with 
care. The God to whom we appeal must judge us. If the grievances of 
which we_eompIain did not come upon us unprovoked and unexpected, 
when our hearts were filled with respectful affection for pur Parent 
State, and with loyalty to our King — let slavery, the worst of human 
ills, he our portion. Nothing less than seven years of insulted com- 
plaints and reiterated wrongs, could have shaken such rooted sahti- 
rmnts, Unh appily for us, submissionand slavery are the same; and 
we have qnty trie "melancholy alternative left of ruin or resistance. 

The last pjtitiohf of this Congress to the King, contained all that 
our unhappy condition could suggest. It reprasented our grievances ; 
implored redress, and professed our readiness to contribute for the gen- 
eral want, to the utmost of our abilities, when constitutionally re- 
quired. 

The apparently gracious reception it mat with, promised us a due 
consideration of it; and that consideration, relief. But, alas! Sir, it 
seems at that moment the very reverse was intende_d. For it now ap- 
peals, that in a very few days after this specious answer to our Agents, 
a circular letter was privately written by the same Secretary of State, 
to the Governours of the Colonies, boforo Parliament had been con- 
sulted, pronouncing the Congress illegal, our grievances pretended, 
and vainly commanding them to prevent our meeting again. Perhaps, 
Sir; the Ministers of a great Nation never before committed an act of 
such narrow policy and treacherous duplicity. They found Parliament, 
however, prepared to support every one of their measures. 

I forboar, Sir, entering into a detail" of those acts, which, from their 
atroeiousness, must be felt and remembered forever. Thay are calcu- 
lated to carry fire and sword, famine and desolation, through these flour . 
ishing Colonies. They cry, " havock, and let slip the dogs of war." The 
extremes of rage and revenge, against.the worst of enemies, could not 
dictate measures more desperate and destructive. 

There are" "some people who tremble at the approach of war. They 
fear that it must put an inevitable stop to the further progress of these 
Colonies ; and ruin irretrievably those benefits, which the industry of 
centuries has called forth, from this once savage land. I may com. 
mend the anxiety of these men, without praising truir judgment. 

War, like other evils, is often wholesome. The waters that stagnate 
corrupt. The storm that works the ocean into rage renders it salutary. 
Heaven has given us nothing unmixed. The rose is not without the 
thorn. War calls forth the great virtues and efforts which would jleep 
in the gentle bosom pf peace. Paula~sepultm distat inertia celaia virtus. 

t In 1774, presented last Christmas, ^r 



and have thereby rendered it necessary for us to close with 
their last appeal from reason to arms. Yet, however blinded 
that Assembly may be, by their intemperate rage for un- 
limited domination, so to slight justice and the opinion of 
mankind, we esteem ourselves bound, by obligations of 
respect to the rest of the world, to make known the justice 
of our cause. 

Our forefathers, inhabitants of the Island of Great Bri- 
tain, left their native land, to seek on these shores a resi- 
dence for civil and religious freedom. At the expense of 
their blood, at the hazard of their fortunes, without the 
least charge to the Country from which they removed, by 
unceasing labour, and an unconquerable spirit, they effected 
settlements in the distant and inhospitable wilds of Ameri- 
ca, then filled with numerous and warlike nations of barba- 
rians. Societies or Governments, vested will) perfect Le- 
gislatures, were formed under Charters from the Crown, 
and a harmonious intercourse was established between the 
Colonies and the Kingdom from which they derived their 
origin. The mutual benefits of this union became in a 
short time so extraordinary, as to excite astonishment. It 
is universally confessed, that the amazing increase of the 
wealth, strength, and navigation of the Realm, arose from 
this source ; and the Minister who so wisely and success- 
fully directed the. measures of Great Britain in the late 
war, publickly declared, that these Colonies enabled her to 
triumph over her enemies. Towards the conclusion of 
that war, it pleased our Sovereign to make a change in his 
Councils. From that fatal moment, the affairs of the Bri- 
tish Empire began to fall into confusion, and gradually sli- 
ding from the summit of glorious prosperity, to which they 
had been advanced by the virtues and abilities of one man, 
are at length distracted by the convulsions that now shake 
it to its deepest foundations. The new Ministry finding 
the brave foes of Britain, though frequently defeated, yet 
still contending, took up the unfortunate idea of granting 
them a hasty peace, and of then subduing her faithful 
friends. 

These devoted Colonies were judged to be in such a 
state as to present victories without bloodshed, and all the 
easy emoluments of statutable plunder. The uninter- 
rupted tenour of their peaceable and respectful behaviour, 

It opens resources which would be concealed under the inactivity of 
tranquil times. It rouses and enlightens. It produces a people of 
animation, energy, adventure, and greatness. Lot useansult history. 
Did not the Grecian Republicks prosper amid continual w arfa re ? Their 
prosperity, their power, their splendour, grew' from the all-animating 
spirit of war. Did not the cottages of shepherds rise into imperial 
Rome, the mistress of the world, the nurse of heroes, the delight of 
gods! through the invigorating operation - of unceasing wars ! Per 
damna, per cosdes, ab ipso duxit opes animumque ferro. How often has 
Flanders been the theatre of contending powers, conflicting hosts, and 
blood! yet what country is more flourishing xmd fertile ? Trace back 
the history of our Parent State, Whether you view her arraying An- 
gles against Danes; Danes against Saxons ; Saxons against Normans; 
the Barons against the usurping Princes, or the civil wars of the Red 
and. White Roses, or that between the people and the tyrant Stuart, you 
see her in a state of almost continual warf are.. In almost. eve ry reign, 
to the commencement of that [of Henry the VII, her peaceful bosom 
(in her poet's phrase) was gored with iron - war. It was in the peaceful 
reignsrof Henry VII, Henry VIII, and Charlesll, that she suffered the 
severest extremities of tyranny and oppression, But_arnid her civil 
contentions, Bhe flourished and grew strong;- Trained in them, she 
sent her hardy legions forth, which planted, the! s_t_andard_ of England 
upon the battlements of Paris; extending her commerce and her do- 
minion. : : - " ;;:y -_ ^r: ~. " 

** Those noble English, who coiiTO ejTtertain. 

With half their forces, the full power of France, 

And let another half stand laughing by, 

All out of work, and cold for actioji/.' _ 

The baautiful fabrick of her consUtutin pal . libe rty^ was reared and 
cemented in blood. From this fulness of her strength Those scions 
issued which, taking deep root in this delightful land, have roared their 
heads, and spread abroad their branches lik e the ceda rs i of L ebanon. 

Why fear we, then, to purene through apparent evil, real good ? The 
war upon which we are to enter is just and necessary. Justum est bel. 
lum, ubi necessarium ; et pia anna, quibus nulla, nisi in armis, relin- 
quitur spes. It is to protect these regions, brought to such beauty 
through the infinite toil and hazard of our fathersand ourselves, from 
becoming the prey of that more desolating cruel spoiler, than war, 
pestilence, or famine — absolute rule and endless ext ort ion. 

Our sufferings have been groat — our endurance long. Every effort 
of patience, complaint, and supplication has b"een_exhaust_ed. _They 
seem only to have hard.eiie-dj.he hearts of the M inistatsghp oppress us 
■and double.our distresses, tet us, therefore, consult how weshall defend 
our liberties with dignity and success. . OmTFarent State will then 
think us worthy of her, when she sees that with her .liberty we inherit 
her rigid resolution of maintaining it against all invadersj__Let us give 
her reason (0, pride herself in the relationship. 

And thou, prcut I ibeity! inspire out pouR 
"Make "our lives h.ipp) in th> pure einbr-ict, 
Or our deaths glorious in thj ju»t difuite I 
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from the beginning of colonization ; their dutiful, zealous, 
and useful services during the war, though so recently and 
amply acknowledged in the most honourable manner by 
His Majesty, by the late King, and by Parliament, could 
not savfiihejn frpjn .the ..meditated innovations. Parliament 
was influenced to adopt the pernicious project; and assu- 
ming a new power over them, have, in the course of eleven 
years, given such decisive specimens of the spirit and con- 
sequeffifef"TOen*(Trng this power, as to leave no doubt con- 
cerning the effects o(_ acquiescence under it. They have 
irodertatcn io give and grant our money without our con- 
sent, though we have ever exercised an exclusive right to 
dispose of our own property; statutes have been passed for 
exlejidlng the*]uiTsdiction of Courts of Admiralty and Vice- 
. Admiralty beyond their ancient limits ; for depriving us of 
the jccustorned andjnej>tim.abJe privilege of Trial by Jury, 
in. C1S5E3 affecting both life and property; for suspending the" 
Legislature of one of the Colonies ; for interdicting all 
WMfS^^Eikg;^ p i t a 1 of another; and for altering fun- 
damentally the form of Government established by Charter, 
and secured by acts of its own Legislature, solemnly con- 
firmed by tbe Crown ; for exempting the " murderers" of 
Colonists from legal trial, and, in effect, from punishment ; 
for erecting in a neighbouring Province, acquired by the 
joint arms of Great Britain and America, a despotism dan- 
gerous to "bur very existence; and for quartering soldiers 
upon the Colonists in time of profound peace. It has also 
been resolved in Parliament, that Colonists charged with 
committing certain offences, shall be transported to England 
to be tiied. 

;Rut why should no enumerate our injuries in detail? By 
one statute Jt jsdeclared ,lliat Parliament can. " of right 
rrtnjie laws, tpjnnqus inall cases whatsoever." What. is to 
defend us against so enormous, so unlimited a power? Not 
a single man oT those who assume it is chosen by us, or js 
subject to our control or influence ; but, on the contrary, 
they are all of them exempt from the operation of such 
laws, and an American revenue, if not diverted from the 
ostensible purposes for which it is raised, would, actually 
lighten their ow n burdens, in proportion as they increase 
ours." We saw t he m isery to which such despotism would 
reduce us. We, for ten years, incessantly and ineffectually 
besieged the Throne as supplicants ; we reasoned, we re- 
, rnpn^trlted^th_JV]i a me nt, i n the most mild and decent 
language. 

-Admim'stratipn, sensible that we should regard these 
oppressive" measures as freemen ought to do, sent over fleets 
aad_arnjies to enforce them. The indignation of the Ame- 
ricans w asjOTset l, it is true; but ft was the indignation of 
a ?"l!' tiroT lir' y a 'j anc l affectionate people. A Congress of 
Delegates fro m the United Colonies was assembled at 
Philadelphia, on the fifth day of last September. We 
■'disked, again to offer an humble and dutiful petition to 
the JRing, and also addressed our fellow-subjects of Great 
. Britain. ^ We Jiave pursued every temperate, every re- 
spectful measure; we have even proceeded to break off 
our commercial ^ interco urse with our fellow-subjects, as the 
last peaceable admonition, that our attachment to no Nation 
upoflfaT-WsEouIJsupprant our attachment to liberty. This, 
we flattered^ursdves, was the ultimate step of the contro- 
.versy; but subsequent events have shown how vain was 
this hope of finding moderation in our enemies. 

SeveraJ ,%e.atenjng expressions against the Colonies 
' we '!£ iffMed .jfi„Hjs Majesty's Speech ; our " Petition, 
though we were told it was a decent. one, and that His 
Majesty had been pleased to receive it graciously, and to 
promise laying it before his Parliament, was huddled into 
both , Houses among a bundle of American papers, and 
there neglected. 

The Lords and Commons, in their Address, in the month 
of February, said, that "a rebellion at that time actually 
existed within the .Province of Massachisetts-Bay ; and 
that those concerned in it. had been countenanced and en- 
couraged by unlawful combinations and engagements enter- 
ed ffi? by His Majesty's subjects in several of the other 
Colonies; and, therefore, they besought His Majesty, that 
he would take ..the ...mo_st effectual measures, to enforce due 
obedience to the laws and authority.of the supreme Legis- ' 
lature. Sgon_ after, the commercial intercourse of whole 
Colonies with foreign countries, and with each other, was 



cut off by an act of Parliament ; by another, several of 
them were entirely prohibited from the Fisheries in the 
seas near their coasts, on which they always depended for 
their sustenance ; and large re-enforcements of ships and 
troops were immediately sent over to General Gage. 

Fruitless were all the entreaties, arguments, and elo- 
quence of an illustrious band of the most distinguished 
Peers and Commoners, who nobly and strenuously asserted 
the justice of our cause, to stay, or even to mitigate the 
heedless fury with which these accumulated and unexam- 
pled outrages were hurried on. Equally fruitless was the 
interference of the City of London, of Bristol, and many 
other respectable Towns, in our favour. Parliament adopt- 
ed an insidious manoeuvre, calculated to dividers, to estab- 
lish a perpetual auction of taxations, where Colony should 
bid against Colony, all of them uninformed what ransom 
would redeem their lives ; and thus to extort from us,rat 
tbe point of the bayonet, the unknown sums that should be 
sufficient to gratify, if possible to gratify, Ministerial rapa- 
city, with the miserable indulgence left to us of raising, in 
our own mode, the prescribed tribute. What terms more 
rigid and humiliating could have been dictated by remorse- 
less victors to conquered enemies ? In our circumstances, 
to accept them, would be to deserve them. 

Soon after intelligence of these proceedings arrived on 
this Continent, General Gage, who, in the course of the 
last year had taken possession of the Town of Boston, in 
the Province of Massachusetts-Bay, and still occupied it 
as a garrison, on the 19th day oVApril sent out from that 
place a large detachment of his army, who made an unpro- 
voked assault on the inhabitants of the said Province, at 
the Town of Lexington, as appears by the affidavits of a 
great number of persons, some of whom were officers and 
soldiers of that detachment, murdered eight of the inhabi- 
tants, and wounded many others. From thence the troops 
proceeded in warlike array to the Town, of Concord, where 
they set upon another party of the inhabitants of the same 
Province, killing several and wounding more, until com- 
pelled to retreat by the country people suddenly assembled 
to repel this cruel aggression^ _Hostilities, thus commenced 
by the British Troops, have been since prosecuted by them 
without regard to faith or reputation. The" inhabitants of 
Boston, being confined within that Town by the General, 
their Governour, and having, in order to procure their dis- 
mission, entered into a treaty with him, it was stipulated 
that the said inhabitants, having deposited their arms with 
their own Magistrates, shoul a^hpg libert y to depart,. taking 
with them their other effects. They accordingly delivered 
up their arms.: but in open violation of honour, in defiance 
of the obligation of treaties, which even savage nations 
esteetped sacred, the GovernorrroTdered the arms deposited 
as aforesaid, that they might be preiervedTor their owners, 
to be seized by a body of so ldier s ; detained the greatest 
part of the inhabitants, in the Town, and compelled the few 
who were permitted to retire, to leave their most valuable 
effects behind. 

By this perfidy, wives are separated from their husbands, 
children from their parents, the aged and the sick from 
their relations and friends, who wish to attend and comfort 
them ; and those who have been used to live in plenty, and 
even elegance, are. reduced to de plorable distress. 

The General, further: emulating his Ministerial masters, 
by a Proclamation, benrmg date on the 12th day of June, 
after venting the grossest fals ehoods and calumnies against 
the good people of these C olonies , proceeds to " declare 
them all, either by name or "description, to be rebels and 
traitors; to sirpersede the c onrs eof the com mon law, and 
instead thereof to publish and order the use and exercise 
of the law martial." His troops have butchered our coun- 
trymen ; have wantonly burnt Charhstoum, besides a con- 
siderable number of houses i n other places ; our ships and 
vessels are seized ; the necessary supplies of provisions are 
intercepted, and he is exerting his utmost power to spread 
destruction and devastation aro.und him. 

We have received certain inte lligence, that General 
Carleton, the Governour of Canada, is instigating the peo- 
ple of that Province, and the Indians, to fall upon us ; and 
we have but joo much reason jo apprehend, that schemes 
have been formed to excite domestick enemies against us. 
In brief, a part of these Colonies now feel, and all of them 
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are sure of feeling, as far as the vengeance of Administra- 
tion can inflict them, the complicated calamities of fire, 
sword, and famine. We are reduced to the alternative of 
choosing an unconditional submission to the tyranny of irri- 
tated Ministers, or resistance by force. The latter is our 
choice. We have counted the cost of this contest, and 
find nothing so dreadful as voluntary slavery. Honour, 
justice, and humanity, forbid us tamely to surrender that 
freedojn which we received from our gallant ancestors, and 
which our innocent posterity have a right to receive from us. 
We cannot endure the infamy and guilt of resigning" suc- 
ceeding generations to that wretchedness which inevitably 
awaits them, if we basely entail hereditary bondage upon 
them. 

Our cause is just. Our union is perfect. Our internal 
resources are great, and, if necessary, foreign assistance is 
undoubtedly attainable. We gratefully acknowledge, as 
signal instances of the Divine favour towards us, that His 
providence would not permit us to be called into this severe 
controversy until we were grown up to our present strength, 
had been previously exercised in warlike operations, and 
possessed of the means of defending ourselves. With 
hearts fortified with, .these animating reflections, we most 
solemnly, before God and the world, declare, that, exerting 
the uJmost__energy of those powers which our beneficent . 
Creator hath graciously bestowed upon us, the arms we 
have been compelled by our enemies to assume, we will, 
in defiance of every hazard, with unabating firmness and 
perseverance, employ for the preservation of our liberties; 
being, with one mind, resolved lo die freemen rather than 
live slaves. 

Lest this declaration should disquiet the minds of our 
friends and. fellow-subjects in any part of the Empire, we 
assure them that we mean not to dissolve that union which 
has so long and so happily subsisted between us, and which 
we sincerely wish to see restored. Necessity has not yet 
driven us into that desperate measure, or induced us to 
excite any other nation to war against them. Wq have not 
raised armies with ambitious designs of separating from 
Great Britain, and establishing independent slates. We 
fight not for glory or for conquest. We exhibit to man- 
kind the rejnarkable spectacle of a people attacked by 
unprovoked enemies, without any imputation or even sus- 
picion of offence. They boast of their privileges and civili- 
zation, and yet proffer no milder conditions than servitude 
or death. 

' In our own native land, in defence of the freedom that is 
our birth-right, and which we ever enjoyed till the late vio- 
lation of it ; for the protection of our property, acquired 
solely by the honest industry of our forefathers and our- 
selves, against violence actually offered, we have taken up 
arms. We shall lay them down when hostilities shall cease 
on the part of the aggressors, and all danger of their being 
renewed shall be rem oved , and not before. 

With an humble confidence in the mercies of the su- 
preme and impartial Judge and Ruler of the Universe, we 
most devoutly implore his divine goodness to protect us 
happily through this great conflict, to dispose our adversa- 
ries to reconciliation on reasonable terms, and thereby to 
relieve theJEmpire from the calamities of civil war. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Letter be prepared to the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery, of the City of Lon- 
don, expressing the thanks of this Congress for their vir- 
tuous and spirited opposition to the oppressive and ruinous 
system of Colony administration adopted by the British 
Ministry. 
- The Committee appointed to draught a Letter to the 
People of Great Britain, to prepare this. 

The Order of the Day was postponed, and the Congress 
adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 

-•:'"-•.: -" - Tricky, July 7, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Committee to whom the Address to the People of 
Great Britain was recommitted, brought in the same; 
which was again read, and after some debate, the farther 
consideration or It was deferred till to-morrow. 

Order of the. Day put off, and the Congress adjourned 
till to-morrow. 



Saturday, July 8, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 
The Petition to the King being engrossed, was compa- 
red at the table, and signed by the several Members. 

To the King's MosI Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : We, your Majesty's faith- 
ful subjects of the Colonies of New-Hampshire, Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations, 
Connecticut, New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, the 
Counties of Newcastle, Rent, and Sussex, on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, and South Caro- 
lina, in behalf of ourselves and the inhabitants of jhese 
Colonies, who have deputed us to represent them in Gen- 
eral Congress, entreat your Majesty's gracious attention to 
this our humble petition. 

The union between our Mother Country and these Co- 
lonies, and the energy of mild and just Government, pro- 
duced benefits so remarkably important, and afforded such 
an assurance of their permanency and increase, that the 
wonder and envy of other nations Were excited, while they 
beheld Great Britain rising to a power the most extraordi- 
nary the world had ever known. 

Her rivals, observing that there was no probability of this 
happy connexion being broken by civil dissensions, and ap- • 
prehending its future effects if left any longer undisturbed, 
resolved to prevent her receiving such continual and formi- 
dable accessions of wealth and strength, by checking the 
growth of those settlements from which they were to be 
derived. 

In the prosecution of this attempt, events so unfavour- 
able to the design took place, that every friend to the inter- 
est of Great Britain and these Colonies, entertained pleas- 
ing and reasonable expectations of seeing an additional 
force and exertion immediately given to the operations of 
the union hitherto experienced, by an enlargement of the 
dominions of the Crown, and the removal of ancient and 
warlike enemies to a greater distance. 

At the conclusion, therefore, of the late war, the most 
glorious and advantageous tba.t ever had been carried on by 
British anns, your loyal Colonists having contributed to its 
success by such repeated and strenuous exertions as fre- 
quently procured them the distinguished approbation of 
your Majesty, of the late King, and of Parliament, doubted 
not but that they should be permitted, With the rest of the 
Empire, to share in the blessings oFpeace, and the emolu- 
ments of victory and conquest. 

While these recent and honourable acknowledgments of 
their merits remained on re cordJinihe l lournaTs an d acts of 
that august Legislature, the Parliament, unfefaced by the 
imputation or even the suspicion of any offence, they were 
alarmed by a new system of statutes and regulations adopt- 
ed for the administration of the Col onies , that filled their 
minds with the most painful fears and jealousies ; and, to 
their inexpressible astonishment, perceived the danger oj" a 
foreign quaTrel quickly succeeded by domestick danger, in 
their judgment of a more dreadful kind. 

Nor were the?e anxieties alleviated by any tendency in 
this system to promote, the welfare of their Mother Coun- 
try. For though its effects were mor e immediately felt by 
them, yet its influence appeared to be injurious to the com- 
merce and prosperity of Great Britain. 

_We shall decline the .ungrateful task of describing the 
irksome variety of artifices practisecFby many of your Ma- 
jesty's- Ministers, the delusive pretences, fruitless terrours, 
and. unavailing severities, that have, from time to time, been 
dealt out by them, in their attempts to execute this impolitick 
plan, or of tracing through a series of years past the progress 
of the unhappy differences between Great Britain and these 
Colonies, that have flowed from this fatal source. 

Your Majesty's Ministers, persevering in their measures, 
and proceeding to open hostilities for enforcing them, have 
compelled us to arm in our own defence, and have engaged 
us in a controversy so peculiarly abhorrent to the affections 
of your still faithful Colonists, that when we consider whom 
we must oppose in this contest, and if it continues, what 
may be the cpnseqDenc.es, Var~own^particular misfortunes 
are accounted by us only as parts of our distress. 

Knowing to whar violent resentments and incurable ani- 
mosities'civi! discords are apt to exasperate and inflame the 
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contending parties, we think ourselves required by indis- 
pensable obligations to Almighty God, to your Majesty, to 
our fellow-subjects, and to ourselves, immediately to use all 
the means in our power, not incompatible with our safety, 
for stopping the further effusion of blood, and for averting 
the impending calamities that threaten the British Empire._ 

Thus "called upon to address your Majesty on affairs of 
such moment to America, and probably to all your Domin- 
ions, we are earnestly desirous of performing this office 
with the utmost deference for your Majesty; and we there- 
fore pray, that your Majesty's royal magnanimity and 
benevolence may make the most favourable constructions 
of our expressions on so uncommon an occasion. Could 
"we represent in their full force the sentiments that agitate 
the minds of us your dutiful subjects, we are persuaded 
your Majesty would ascribe any seeming deviation from 
reverence in our language, and even in our conduct, not to 
any reprehensible intention, but to the impossibility of 
reconciling the usual appearances of respect with a just 
attention to our own preservation against those artful and 
cruel enemies who abuse your royal confidence and autho- 
rity, for the purpose of effecting our destruction. 

Attached, to your Majesty's person, family, and Govern- 
ment, with all devotion that principle and affection can in- 
spire ; connected with Great Britain by the strongest ties 
that can unite societies, and deploring every event that 
tends in any degree to weaken them, we solemnly assure 
your Majesty, that we not only most ardently desire the 
former harmony between her and these Colonies may be 
restored, but that a concord may be established between 
them upon so firm a basis as to perpetuate its blessings, 
uninterrupted by any future dissensions, to succeeding gene- 
rations in both countries, and to transmit your Majesty's 
riamelo posterity, adorned with that signal and lasting glory 
that has attended the memory of those illustrious person- 
ages, whose virtues and abilities have extricated states from 
dangerous convulsions, and, by securing happiness to others, 
have greeted the most noble and durable monuments to their 
own fame. . 

We beg leave further to assure your Majesty, that not- 
withstanding the sufferings of your loyal Colonists during 
the course of this present controversy, our breasts retain 
too tender a regard for the kingdom from which we derive 
our origin, to request such a reconciliation as might, in any 
manner, be inconsistent with her dignity or her welfare. 
These, related as we are to her, honour and duty, as well 
as inclination, induce us to support and advance ;^and the 
apprehensions that now oppress our hearts with unspeak- 
able grief, being once removed, your Majesty will find your 
faithful subjects on tills Continent ready and willing at all 
times^as jJiey have ever been, with their lives and fortunes, 
to assert and maintain the rights and interests of your Ma- 
jesty, and of our Mother Country. 

We therefore beseech your Majesty, that your royal 
authority and influence may be graciously interposed to 
proCuWiJf^fiTIef from our afflicting fears and jealousies, 
OcpaSTfFnerTby the system before-mentioned, and to settle 
peace through every part of our Dominions, with all humil- 
ity submitting to your Majesty's wise consideration, whether 
it may not be expedient, for facilitating those important 
purposesyihat your Majesty be pleased to direct some 
mode, by which the united applications of your faithful 
Coloniststo the^ Throne^ jn pursuance of their common 
counsels, may be Improved Tiifo a happy and permanent 
recpficjliatiojij and that, in the mean time, measures may 
be taken for preventing the further destruction of the lives 
of your Majesty's subjecis ; and that such statutes as more 
irflniediatejy distress any of your Majesty's Colonies, may 
be repealed. 

For s.uch,arrangements as your Majesty's wisdom can 
form for collecting the united sense of your American peo- 
ple, we are convinced your Majesty would receive such 
satisfactory proofs of the disposition of the Colonists to- 
wards their Sovereign and Parent State, that the wished for 
opportunity would soon be restored to them, of evincing 
the sincerity of their professions, by every testimony of 
devotion^ becoming the most dutiful subjects, and the most 
affectionate Colonists. 

That your Majesty may enjoy a long and prosperous 
reign, and that your descendants may govern your Domin- 



ions with honour to themselves and happiness to their sub< 
jects, is our sincere prayer. 



New-Hampshire, 



John Hancock. 
John Langdoh, 
Thomas Cushing. 



Connecticut, 



New-York, 



Pennsylvania, 



Maryland, 



Virginia, 



North-Carolina, 



_ C Samuel Adams, 
Massachusetts, < John Adams, 

{Robert Treat Paine. 

{Stephen Hopkins, 
Samuel Ward, 
Eliphalet Dyer. 
5 Roger Sherman, 
( Silas Deane. 
' Philip Livingston, 
James Duane, 
John Alsop, 
Francis Lewis, 
■^ John Jay, 

Robert Livingston, Jr., 
Lewis Morris, 
William Floyd, 
Henry Wisner. 
'■■ [ William Livingston, 
New- Jersey, -i John De Hart, 

\Richard Smith. 
John Dickinson, 
Benjamin Franklin, 
George Ross, 
James Wilson, 
Charles Humphreys, 
Edward Biddle. 
'"""" C Ccssar Rodney, 
Delaware Counttes,< Thomas McKean, 
' { George Read. 
\ ; ' '^ f Matthew Tilghman, 

Thomas Johnson, Jr., 
< William Paca, 
I Samuel Chase, 
{ Thomas Stone. 
'Patrick Henry, Jr., 
Richard Henry Lee, 
■I Edmund Pendleton, . 
Benjamin Harrison, 
{ Thomas Jefferson. 
\ William Hooper, 
I Joseph Hewes. 
f Henry Middleton, 
Thomas Lynch, 
South-Carolina, ■{ Christopher Gadsden, 
I John Rutledge, 
{Edward Rut/edge. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to the 
Lord Mayor, Sic, reported the same ; which was read. 

On motion, Resolved, That the above Committee pre- 
pare a Letter to Mr. Richard Penn, and the Colony 
Agents by name in England. 

The Congress resumed the con|jderation of the Address 
to the Inhabitants of Great Rjitfdn ; which being read, and 
debated by paragraphs, was approved", and is as follows: 

The Twelve United Colonws, by their Delegates in Con- 
gress, to. the Inhabitants of Great Britain: 

Friends, Countrymen, and Brethren ! By these, and 
by every other appellation that may designate the ties which 
bind us to each other, we entreat your serious attention to 
this our second attempt to prevent their dissolution. Re- 
membrance of former friendships, pride in the glorious 
achievements of our common ancestors, and affection for 
the heirs of their virtues, have hitherto preserved our mu- 
tual'con'nexion ; but when that friendship is violated by the 
grossest injuries; when the pride of ancestry becomes our 
reproach, and we are no otherwise; allied than as tyrants 
and slaves ; whe'n reduced to the melancholy alternative of 
renouncing your favour or OTjr freedom , can we hesitate 
about the choice ? Let the spirit of Britons determine. 

In a former address we assertgd_ que rights, and stated the 
injuries we had .then received. We hoped that the men- 
tion of our wrongs would have roused that honest indigna- 
tion which has slept too long for your honour, or the welfare 
of the Empire. But we haver Tjpt been permitted to enter- 
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tain this pleasing expectation. Every day brought an ac- 
cumulation of injuries, and the invention of the Ministry 
has been constantly exercised, in adding to the calamities 
of your American brethren. 

After the most valuable Tight of legislation was infringed ; 
when the powers assumed by your Parliament, in which 
we are not represented, and from our local and other cir- 
cumstances cannot properly be represented, rendered our 
property precarious ; after being denied that mode of trial 
to which we have long been indebted for the safety of our 
persons, and the preservation of our liberties ; after being, 
in many instances, divested of those laws' .which were trans- 
mitted to us by our common ancestors, and subjected to an 
arbitrary code, compiled under the auspices of Roman 
tyrants ; after those charters, which encouraged our prede- 
cessors to brave death and danger in every shape, on un- 
known seas, in deserts unexplored, amidst, barbarous and 
inhospitable nations, were annulled ; when, without the 
form of trial, without a publick accusation, whole Colonies 
were condemned, their trade destroyed, their inhabitants 
impoverished ; when soldiers were encouraged to imbrue 
their hands in the blood of Americans, by offers of impu- 
nity; when new modes of trial were instituted for the ruin 
of, the accused, where the charge carried with.it. the hor^ 
rours of conviction ; when a despotick Government was 
established in a neighbouring Province, and its limits ex- 
tended to every of our frontiers; we little imagined that 
any thing could be added to this black catalogue of unpro- 
voked injuries: but we have unhappily been deceived, and 
the late measures of the British Ministry fully convince 
us that their object is the reduction of these Colonies to . 
slavery and ruin. 

To confirm this assertion, let us recall your attention to 
the affairs of America, since our last address. Let us com- 
bat the calumnies of our enemies; and let us warn you of 
the dangers that threaten you in our destruction. Many 
of your fellow-subjects, whose situation deprived them of 
other support, drew their maintenance from the sea ; but 
the deprivation of. our liberty being insufficient to satisfy 
the resentment of our enemies, the horrours of famine were 
superadded, and a British Parliament, who, in better times, 
were the protectors of innocence and the patrons of human- 
ity, have, without distinction of age or sex, robbed thou- 
sands of the food which they were accustomed to draw from 
that inexhaustible source, placed in their neighbourhood by 
the benevolent Creator. 

Another act of your Legislature shuts our ports, and 
prohibits our trade with any but those states from whom 
the great law of self-preservation renders it absolutely ne- 
cessary we should at present withhold our commerce. But 
this act (whatever may have been its design) we consider 
rather as injurious to your opulence than our interest. AH 
Our commerce terminates with you ; and the wealth we 
procure from other Nations, is soon exchanged for your 
superfluities. Our remittances, must then cease with our. 
trade ; and our refinements with our affluence. We trust, 
however, that laws which deprive us of every blessing but 
a soil that teems with the necessaries of life, and that liber- 
ty which renders the enjoyment of them secure, will not 
relax our vigour in their defence. 

We might here observe on the cruelty and inconsistency 
of those, who, while they publickly brand us with reproach- 
ful and unworthy epithets, endeavour to deprive us of the 
means of defence, by their interposition with foreign Pow- 
ers, and to deliver us to the lawless ravages of a merciless 
soldiery. But happily we are not without resources ; and 
though the timid and humiliating applications of a British 
Ministry should prevail with foreign Nations, yet industry, 
prompted by necessity, will not leave us without the neces- 
sary supplies. 

We could wish to go no further, and, not to wound .the 
ear of humanity, leave untold those rigorous acts. of oppres- 
sion, which are daily exercised in the Town of Boston, did 
we not hope, that by disclaiming their deeds and punishing 
the perpetrators, you would shortly vindicate the honour 
of the British name, and re-establish the violated laws of 
justice. 

That once populous, flourishing and commercial Town 
is now garrisoned by an Army sent not to protect, but to 
enslave its inhabitants. The Civil . Government is over- 



turned, and a Military Despotism erected upon its ruins. 
Without law, without right, powers are assumed unknown 
to the Constitution, Private property is unjustly invaded. 
The inhabitants, daily subjected to the licentiousness of the " 
soldiery, are forbid to remove Jn defiance of their naturaj 
rights, in violation of the most solemn compacts. Or if, 
after long and wearisome solicitation, a pass is procured, 
their effects are detained, and even those, who are most 
favoured, have no alternative but poverty or slavery. The 
distress of many thousand people, wantonly deprived of 
the necessaries of life, is a subject on which we would not 
wish to enlarge. ~: 

Yet we cannot but observe, that a British fleet (unjus- 
tified even by acts of your Legislature) are daily employed 
in ruining our commerce, seizing our ships, and depriving 
whole communities of their daily bread. Nor will a. regard 
for your honour permit us to be silent, while Bn'toA Troops 
sully your glory, by actions which the most inveterate 
enmity will not palliate among civilized Nations, the wanton 
and unnecessary destruction of Charlestown, a large, ancient, 
and. once populous Town, just before deserted by its inha- 
bitants, who had fled to avoid the fury of your soldiery. 

If you still retain those sentiments of compassion by 
which Britons liave ever be.en distinguished, if the humani- 
ty which tempered the valour of our common .ancestors 
has not degenerated into cruelty, you will Lament the mise- 
ries of their descendants, 

To what are we to attribute this treatment ?. If to any 
secret principle of the Constitution, let if be mentioned ; 
let us learn that the Government we have long revered, 
is not without it? defects, and that while it giygs freedom 
to a part, it necessarily enslaves the remainder of jhe Em- 
pire. If such a principle exists, why fpr ages has it ceased 
to operate? Why at this time is it called into action? Can 
no reason be assigned for this conduct? Or must it be . 
resolved into the wanton exercise of arbitrary power ? And 
shall the descendants of Britons tamely submit; to' this? 
No, Sirs! we never will. While we revere the memory of 
our gallant and virtuous ancestors, we never can surrender 
those glorious privileges, for which they fought, bled, and 
conquered. Admit that your fleets could destroy our 
towns, and ravage our sea-coasts; these are intfbh si dur- 
able objects, things of no moment to men whose_ bosoms 
glow with the ardour of liberty. We' can re iifQ; beyond 
the reach of your navy, and, without any sensible diminu- 
tion of the necessaries of life, enjoy a luxury, which from 
that period you will want — the luxury of being free. 

We know the force of your arms, and was it c.aijed forth 
in the cause of justice and your Country, we might dread 
the exertion ;_ but will Britons fight under the banners of 
tyranny ? Will they counteract the labours, and_disgrace 
the victories of their ancestors ? Will they forge chains 
for their posterity ? If they descend to this unworthy task, 
will their swords retain their edge, their arms their accus- 
tomed vigour ? . Brjtons can never become the instruments 
of oppression, till they lose the spirit of freedom, by which 
alone they are invincible. , , . " 

Our. enemies charge us with sedition. In what does it 
consist ?. In our refusal to. submit JounwaTrantable. acts of 
injustice and cruelty? If so, shew us a period Jn your 
history, in which you have not been, equally seditious. 

We are accused of aiming at independence; but how is 
this accusation supported? By the allegations of your 
Ministers, not by our actions. Abused, insulted, and con- 
demned, what steps have we pursued to obtain redress? 
We have carried our dutiful petitions to the Throne. We 
have applied to your justice for relief, We.ha.ve retrenched 
our luxury, and withheld our trade. ;--. 

The advantages; of our commerce were designed as a 
compensation for your protection ; when you ceased, to, pro- 
tect, for what were we to compensate ? ; L 
. What has been the success of our endeavours? The 
clemency of our Sovereign is unhappily diverted; our peti- 
tions are treated with indignity; our prayers answered by 
insults. Our application to you remains unnoticed, arid 
leaves us the. melancholy apprehension of your wanting 
either th.e will or the power to assist us. 

Even under these circumstances, what measures have 
we taken that betray a desire of independence ? Have we 
called in the aid of those foreign powers, who are the rivals 
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of your grandeur ? When your Troops were few and de- A plan of accommodation (as it has been absurdly call- 
pceless, did we take advantage of their distress and expel ed) has been proposed by your Ministers to our respective 
.U>e0l,Q^4_^wnsj^, : Orhay.e we permitted them to fortify, Assemblies "' " " 
to.receiye new aid, and to acquire additional strength? '" ' 



*.-. Let not your enemies and ours persuade you, that in this 
,WMeje%Ruenced by fear, or any other unwortby;motive. 
■^sJ\yes pfSritgns are still dear to us. They are the 
Cbijjdren of.pu.r parents, and an uninterrupted intercourse 
Of mutual benefits had knit, the bonds of friendship. When 
hostilities; v\cie commenced, when on a late occasion we 
were wantonly attacked by your Troops, though we repel- 
led their assaults and returned their blows, yet we lamented 
the wound; they obliged us to give ; nor have we yet 
learned „to rejoice at a victory over Englishmen. 

As w^uish not to colour our actions, or disguise our 
thoughts, we shall, in the simple ianguage of truth, avow 
the measures we ha^ve pursued, the motives upon which 
we have acted, and bur future designs. 
• When our late petition to the Throne produced no other 
effi ct thanfresh injuries, and votes of your Legislature, cal 



Were this, proposal free from every other 
objection but that which arises from the time of the offer, 
it would not be unexceptionable. Can men deliberate with 
the bayonet at their breast ? Can they treat with freedom, 
while their Towns are sacked; when daily instances of 
injustice and oppression disturb the slower operations of 
reason ? 

If this proposal is really such as you would offer and we 
accept, why was it delayed till the Nation was put to use- 
less expense, and we were reduced to our present melan- 
choly situation? If it holds forth nothing, why was it 
proposed? Unless indeed to deceive you Into a belief, 
that we were unwilling to listen to any terms of accommo- 
dation. But what is submitted to our consideration ? We 
contend for the disposal of our property. We are told 
that our demand is unreasonable, that our Assemblies may 
indeed collect our money, but that they must at the same 



, , •. r - - . .- ----- o > -~ time offer, not what your exigencies or oUrs'rnay require, 

runted to justif) every severity; when your fleets and your but so much as shall be deemed sufficient to satisfy the 



armies wore prepared to wrest from us our property, to rob 
us of our libcities or our Jives; when the hostile attempts 
of General Gage evinced his designs, we levied armies for 
our securily and defence. When" the powers vested in the 
Govemcur ; of Canada gave us' reason to apprehend dan- 
ger from that quarter; and we had frequent intimations, 
that a .cruel and .savage enemy was to be Jet loose upon 
.fhe dej^ncdess inhabitants of pur frontiers ; we took such 
measures '5s prudence dictated, as necessity will justify. 
We possessed ourselves of Crown Point and Ticonderoga. 
Yet give us leave most solemnly to assure you, tbatVe 
have not yet lost sight of the object we have ever had in 
view— a reconciliation with you on constitutional principles, 
pd.a restoration of that friendly intercourse, which, to the 
advantage of both, we till lately maintained. 

The inhabitants of this Country apply themselves chiefly 
to agriculture and commerce. As their fashions and man- 
ner? are similar to yours, your markets must afford them 
the conveniences and luxuries for which they exchange 
the produce of their labours. The wealth of this extended 
Continent centres with you ; and our trade is so regulated 
as to he subservient only to your interest. You are too 



desires of a Minister and enable him to provide for" favour- 
ites and dependants. A recurrence to your own Treasury- 
will convince you how little of the money already extorted 
from us has been applied to the relief of your burdens. 
To suppose that we would thus grasp the shadow and give 
up the substance, is adding insult to injuries. 

We have nevertheless again presented an humble and 
dutiful Petition to our Sovereign, and to remove every im- 
putation of obstinacy, have requested His Majesty to direct 
some mode by which the united applications of his faith- 
ful Colonists may be improved into happy and permanent 
reconciliation. We are willing to treat on such terms as 
can alone render an accommodation lasting, and we flatter 
ourselves that our pacifick endeavours will be attended with 
a removal of Ministerial Troops, and a repeal of those laws, 
of the operation of which we complain, on the one part, 
and a disbanding of our Army, and a dissolution of our 
commercial associations, on the other. 

Yet conclude not from this that we propose to surrender 
our property into the hands of your Ministry, or vest your 
Parliament with a power which may terminate in our de- 
struction. The great bulwarks of our Constitution we 



reasonable to expect, that by taxes (in addition to this) we have desired to maintain by every temperate, by every 

SlJOUld Contribute to vour pvnpnsp ■ tn holiovo a ft op ri;„o..f- „„ — „„kl„ u... " ht- ■ . / i r ■ J . t. f 



your expense ; to believe, after divert 
iffg the fountain, that the streams can flow with unabated 
force.- 

It has been said, that we refuse to submit to the restric- 
tions on our commerce. From whence is this inference 
drawn ?, : Not from our words, we have repeatedly declared 



peaceable means; but your Ministers (equal foes to Bri- 
tish and American freedom) have added to their former 
oppressions an attempt to reduce us by the sword to a 
base and abject submission. On the sword, therefore, we 
are compelled to rely for protection. Should victory declare 
in your favour, yet men trained to arms from their infancy, 



l f) e c ° n F a, l; and I we again profess our submission to the . and animated by the love of liberty, will afford nehhe/a 

Several acts of trade and navigation, passed before the year cheap nor easy conquest. Of this at least we are assured, 
yP*> trusting, nevertheless, in the equity and justice of that our struggle will be glorious, our success certain ; since 

Parliament, that .such of them as, upon cool and impartial even in death we shall find that freedom which in life you 

^"J.S.^&S '^ 11 appear to have imposed unnecessary or forbid us to enjoy. 

grievous' re-strictions will, at some happier period, be re- Let us now ask, what advantages are to attend our re- 
pealed or altered. Apd we cheerfully consent to the opera- duction ? The trade of a mined and desolate Country is 
fion ol such acts pf.the British Parliament as shall be .always inconsiderable, its revenue trifling the expense of 
restrained to the regulation of qur external commerce, for subjecting and retaining it in subjection certain and inevi- 
the purpose of securing the commercial advantages of the table. What, then, remains but the gratification of an 111- 
-whole Empire to the Mother Country, and the commercial judged pride, or the hope of rendering us subservient to 
■benefits pf its respective members ; excluding every idea designs on your liberty, 
of taxation, internal or external, for raising a revenue on "" ' " ' ' 
■ -the subjects in America without their consent. 

It, is alleged that we contribute nothing to the common 
defence. ,To this we answer, that the advantages which 
'-Great BAMri jeceiyes from the monopoly of our trade 
far exceed qur proportion of the expense necessary for that 



Soldiers who have sheathed their swords in the bowels 
of their American brethren, will not draw them with more 
reluctance against you. When too late you may lament 
the loss of that freedom which we exhort you, while still in 
your power, to preserve. 

t,- •. -., . w On the other hand, should you prove unsuccessful; 

purpose But should these advantages be inadequate there- should that connexion, which we most ardently wish to 
^ let , t -r- restrictions our trade be removed, and we will maintain, be dissolved ; should your Ministers exhaust your 
cheerfullj contribute such proportion when constitutionally treasures and waste the blood of your countrymen in vain 
required. attempts on our liberty ; do they not deliver you, weak and 



It is a: fundamental principle of the British Constitution, 
that every man should have at least a representative share 
in the formation of those laws by which he is bound. Were 
it otherwise, the regulation of our internal police by a Bri- 
tish Parliament, who are and ever will be unacquainted with 
our local circumstances, must be always inconvenient, and 



defenceless, to your natural enemies? 

Since, then, your liberty must be the price of your vic- 
tories; your ruin, of your defeat; what blind fatality can 
urge you to a pursuit destructive of all that Britons hold 
dear? 

If you have no regard to the connexion that has for ages 



frequently oppressive, working our wrong, without yielding subsisted between us ; if you have forgot the wounds we 
any possible advantage to you. have received fighting by your side for the extension of the 
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empire ; if our commerce is; not an object below your con- 
sideration; if justice and humanity have lost their influence 
on your hearts ; still motives are not wanting to excite your 
indignation at the measures now pursued : your wealth, 
your honour, your liberty are at stake. 

Notwithstanding the distress to which we aTe reduced, 
we sometimes forget our own afflictions to anticipate and 
sympathize in yours. We grieve that rash and inconside- 
rate counsels should precipitate the destruction of an em- 
pire which has been the envy and admiration of ages, and 
call God to witness, that we would part with our property, 
endanger our lives, and sacrifice every thing but liberty, to 
redeem you from ruin. 

A cloud hangs over your head and ours ; ere this reaches 
you, it may probably burst upon us ; let us, then, (before 
the remembrance of former kindness Is obliterated,) once 
more repeat those appellations which are ever grateful in 
our ears; let us entreat Heaven to avert our ruin, and the 
destruction that threatens our friends, brethren, and coun- 
trymen, on the other side of the Atlantick. 

Ordered, That the Address be published, and a num- 
ber of them sent by Mr. Penn to England. 

The Letter to the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery 
of London, being read again, and debated, was approved, 
and is as follows : 

My Lord : Permit the Delegates of the people of 
twelve ancient Colonies, to pay your Lordship, and the 
very respectable body of which you are head, the just 
tribute of gratitude and thanks, for the virtuous and unso- 
licited resentment you have shewn to the violated rights of 
a free people. The City of London, my Lord, having in 
all ages approved itself the patron of liberty, and the sup- 
port of just government, against lawless tyranny and op- 
pression, cannot fail to make us deeply sensible of the 
powerful aid our cause must receive from such advocates; 
a cause, my Lord, worthy the support of the first City in 
the world, as it involves the fate of a great Continent, and 
threatens to shake the foundations of a flourishing, and, 
until lately, a happy Empire. 

North America, my Lord, wishes most ardently for a 
lasting connexion with Great' Britain on terms of just and 
equal liberty; less than which generous minds will not 
offer, nor brave and free ones be willing to receive. 

A cruel war has at length been opened against us, and 
whilst we prepare to defend ourselves like the descendants 
of Britons, we still hope that the mediation of wise and 
good citizens, will at length prevail over despotism, and 
restore harmony and peace, on permanent principles, to an 
oppressed and divided Empire. 

We have the honour to be, my Lord, with great esteem, 
your Lordship's faithful friends and fellow-subjects. 

Signed by order of the Congress : 

John Hancock, President. 

Ordered, That the above Letter be fairly transcribed, 
and signed by the President, and sent by Mr. Penn. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to Mr. 
Penn and the Colony Agents, brought in the same, which 
being read, was approved, and is as follows : 

Gentlemen : The perseverance of the British Ministry 
in their unjust and cruel system of Colony administration, 
has occasioned the meeting of another Congress. 

We have again appealed to the justice of our Sovereign 
for protection against the destruction which his Ministers 
meditate for his American subjects. This Petition to His 
Majesty you will please, gentlemen, to present to the King 
with all convenient expedition, after which we desire it 
maybe given to the publick. We likewise send you our 
second application to the equity and interest of our fellow- 
subjects in Great Britain, and also a declaration setting 
forth the causes of our taking up arms : both which we 
wish may be immediately put to press, and communicated 
as universally as possible. 

The Congress_ entertain the highest sense of the wise 
and worthy interposition of the Lord Mayor and Livery 
of London, in favour of injured America. They have ex* 
pressed this, their sense, in a letter to his Lordship and the 
Livery, which we desire may be presented in the manner 
most agreeable to that respectable body. 



You will oblige us, gentlemen, by giving the most early 
information to the Congress, and to the Speakers of our 
respective Assemblies, of your proceeding in this business, 
and such further intelligence as you may judge to be of 
importance to America in this great contest. 

We are, with great regard, Gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient and very humble servants. 
By order of the Congress. 

Ordered, That the above be fairly transcribed, to be 
signed by the President, and then by him sent under cover, 
with the Petition to the King, and Address to the Inhabi- 
tants of Great. Britain, and Letter to the Lord Mayor of 
London, to Richard Penn, Esq., and that the President 
request Mr. Penn, in behalf of the Congress, to join with 
the Colony Agents in presenting the petition to the King. 

Order of the Day put off; and 

Adjourned till Monday, at nine o'clock. 

Monday, July 10, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

It being suggested that there was a gentleman in Town 
weO acquainted with the situation and disposition of the 
Indians, 

On motion, That he be introduced, he'was introduced 
accordingly. After he withdrew, the Committee appointed 
to prepare proper talks to the Indians, reported the same, 
which were read. 

The Committee appointed to devise ways and means of 
putting the Militia into a proper state of defence, brought 
in their Report, which was read. 

Mr. Alsop informed the Congress that he had an. invoice 
of Indian goods, which a gentleman in this Town had de- 
livered to him, and which the said gentleman was willing 
to dispose of to the Congress. 

Ordered, That Mr. P. Livingston, Mr, Henry, and Mr. 
Alsop, be a Committee to examine said invoice, and report 
to the Congress. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 
of the Committee respecting the Militia, and after some 
debate, the same was deferred till to-morrow. 



The Order of the Day put off, and the Congress acljourn- 
till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 



ed 



Tuesday, July II, 17Y5. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Report of the Committee on Indian Affairs was 
taken up and read, and, after some debate, the same was 
deferred till to-morrow. 

On information that there were two Companies of Rifle- 
men raised in Lancaster instead of one, 

Resolved, That both the Companies be taken into the 
Continental service." -~ "■ 

On motion, Resolved, That the Delegates from Penn-- 
syhania_ have liberty to treat with, and employ, fifty Hus- 
sars, who have been in actual service, and send them for- 
ward to join the Troops before Boston, under General 
Washington. 

" An Address of the Deputies from the different Parishes 
of the Island of Bermuda," to the Congress, was presented 
and read. 

The Order of the Day-was postponed, and the Congress 
adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 

Wednesday, July 12, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Information being given that there was a gentleman from 
the Province of Quebeck in Town, who could give some 
intelligence of the disposition of the Canadians, 

On motion, Resolved, That he be called in ; and he was 
accordingly introduced and examined. 

Two Letters, from N. Cooke, Deputy-Governour of 
Rhode-Island, the other from General Ward, were read. 

The Report of the Committee of Indian Affairs; was 
then taken into consideration, which being debated by 
paragraphs, the Congress ' came to the following Reso- 
lutions: 
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1-, TljaOhe securing and preserving the friendship of the 
' Indian JVatjons, appears to be a subject of the utmost nio- 
fijejit to ."these. Colonies. 

'= That there is too much reason to apprehend that Admi- 
nistration will spare no pains to excite the several Nations 
of Indians to take up arms against these Colonies; and 
that it becomes us to be very active and vigilant in exert- 
ing every "prudent means to strengthen and confirm the 
friendly disposition towards these Colonies, which has long 
prevailed among the_ Northern Tribes, and which has been 
lately manifested by some of those to the Southward. 

As the Indians depend on the Colonists for arms, am- 
munition, and clothing, which are become necessary to 
fhejr subsistence, that Commissioners be appointed by this 
Congress, to superintend Indian Affairs in behalf of these. 
Colonies. :,.".. 

That there be three Departments of Indians, the North- 
ern, the Middle, and Southern. The Northern to extend 
So far south as to include. the whole of the Indians known 
by the name of the Six Nations, and all the Indians north- 
Vdrd of those nations. The Southern Department to ex- 
tent! so far north as to include the Cherokees, and all the 
Tidians that may be to the southward of them. The Mid- 
dle to contain the Indian nations that lie between the other 
two departments. 

"':' That five Commissioners be appointed for the Southern 
Department. 
■ ' That for each of the other two Departments, there be 
. Appointed, three Commissioners. * 

'■r-vThat the Commissioners have power to treat with the 
Indians m their respective Departments, in the name, and 
pji Jjehalf of the United Colonies, in order to preserve 
p%ace and friendship with the said Indians, and to prevent 
their taking any part in the present commotions. 
' : That the Commissioners for the Southern Department 
receive from the. Continental Treasury the sum of ten 
thousand Dollars; the Commissioners for the Middle and 
Northern Department, the sum of six thousand six hundred 
and sjxty-six Dollars and two-thirds of a Dollar, for each 
'. 'of their respective Departments, for defraying the expense 
' of treaties and presents to the Indians. 

That the Commissioners respectively have power to take 
to their assistance gentlemen of influence among the In- 
dians, in whom they can confide, and to appoint Agents, 
' residing near or among the Indians, to watch the conduct 
, of the Superintendents and their emissaries. 

That. ,in case the Commissioners for the respective Dis- 
tricts, of any one of them in either District, shall have 
satisfactory proof, that the King's Superintendents, their 
Deputies; or Agents, or any other person whatsoever, are 
active in stirring up or inciting the Indians, or any of them, 
to become inimical to the American Colonies, such Com- 
missioner or Commissioners, ought to cause such Superin- 
tendents or other offender, to be seized and kept in safe 
custody until order shall be taken therein by a majority of 
the Commissioners of the District where such seizure is t 
. Wade, or by the Continental Congress, or a Committee of 
sftid Congress, to whom such seizure, with the causes of it, 
shall, as soon as possible after, be made known. 
,, That the Commissioners shall exhibit fair accounts of 
• the expenditure of all moneys by them respectively to be 
■ iteceived for the purposes aforesaid, to every succeeding 
Continental Congress, or Committee of Congress, together 
. with a general state of Indian affairs in their several de- 
-* partments; in order that the Colonies maybe informed 
from time to time, of every such matter as may concern 
them to know and avail themsejves of, for the benefit of 
the common cause. 

That a?" there is a seminary for the' instruction of Indian 
youth, which has been established under the care of Doctor 
Wheelock, on Connecticut River; and as there are nine or 
ten Indian youths at that school, chiefly from the Tribes 
residing in Quebeck; and as for want of a proper fund there 
is danger that these youths will be sent back to their 
friends, which will probably excite jealousy and distrust, 
' dnd be attended with bad consequences, that the Commis- 
sioners for Indian Affairs in the Northern Department be 
authorized to receive put of the Continental Treasury a 
sum not exceeding five hundred Dollars, to be applied by 
them for the support of the said Indian youths. 



Resolved, That the election, of the Commissioners be 
deferred till to-morrow. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee of five be ap- 
pointed to devise ways and means to protect the trade of 
these Colonies. 

The Congress then proceeded to the election of the 
Committee, and the following persons were chosen, viz : 
Mr. Jay, Mr. Franklin, Mr. Gadsden, Mr. Deane, and 
Mr. Lee. 

Resolved, That the consideration of the Report of the 
Committee respecting the Militia, be entered upen to-mor- 
row. 



The Order of the Day was postponed, and the Congress 
adjourned till to-morrow, at eight o'clock. 



Thursday, July 13, 1775. 
The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Speech to the 
Indians, reported the same. 

The Speech to the Six Nations being read, and debated 
by paragraphs, was agreed to, and is as follows : , 

• A Speech to the Six Confederate Nations, Mohawks, 
Oneidas, Tuscaroras, Onondagas, Cayugas, Sene- 
cas, from the Twelve United Colonies, convened in 
Council at Philadelphia. 

Brothers, Sachems, and Warriors! We, the Delegates 
from the twelve United Provinces, viz : New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts- Bay, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, New- York, 
New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, the three lower Counties of* 
New-Castle, Kent, and Sussex, on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North- Carolina, and South-Carolina, now sit- 
ting in General Congress at Philadelphia, send this talk to 
you our Brothers. We are sixty-five in number, chosen 
and appointed by the people throughout all these Provinces 
and Colonies, to meet and sit together in one great Coun- 
cil, to consult together for the common good of the land, 
and speak and act for them. 

Brothers! In our consultation we have judged it proper 
and necessary to send you this talk, as we are upon the 
same island, that you may be informed of the reasons of 
this great Council, the situation of our civil Constitution, 
and our disposition towards you our Indian brothers i of 'the 
Six Nations and their allies. (Three Strings, or a Small 
Belt.) 

Brothers and Friends, now attend ! When our fathers 
crossed the great water and came over to this land, the 
King of England gave them a talk, assuring them that 
they and their children should be his children, and that if 
they would leave their native country and. make settle- 
ments, and live here, and buy and sell, and trade with their 
brethren beyond the water, they should still keep hold of 
the same covenant chain and enjoy peace ; and it was 
'covenanted, that the fields, houses, goods and possessions 
which our fathers should acquire, should remain to them 
as their* own, and be their children's forever, and at their ' 
sole disposal. 

Trusting that this covenant should never be broken, our 
fathers came a great distance beyond the great water, laid 
out their money here, built houses, cleared fields, raised 
crops, and through their own labour and industry grew tall 
and strong. - 

They have bought, sold, and traded with England ac- 
cording to agreement, sending to them such things as they 
wanted, and taking in exchange such things as were wanted 
here. , . 

The King of England and his people kept the way open 
for more than one hundred years, and by our trade became 
richer, and by a union with us, greater and stronger than 
the other kings and people who live beyond the water. 

All this time they lived in great friendship with us, and 
we with them ; for we are brothers — one blood. 

Whenever they were struck, we instantly felt as though 
the blow, had been given to us— their enemies were our 
enemies, 

Whenever they went to war, we sent our men to stand 
by their side and fight for them, and our money to help 
them and make them strong. 
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They thanked us for our love, and sent us good talks, 
and renewed their promise to be one people forever. 

Brothers and Friends, open a Icind ear! We will now 
tell you of the quarrel betwixt the Counsellors of King 
George and the inhabitants and Colonies of America. 

Many of his Counsellors are proud and wicked men. 
They persuade the King to break the covenant chain, and 
not to send us any more good Talks. A considerable num- 
ber have prevailed upon him to enter into a new covenant 
against us, and have torn asunder and cast behind their 
backs the good old covenant which their ancestors land ours 
entered into, and took strong hold of. 

They now tell us they will slip their hand into our 
pocket without asking, as though it were their own ; and at 
their pleasure they will take from us our Charters, or writ- 
ten Civil Constitution, which we love as our lives; also 
our plantations, our houses and goods, whenever they 
please, without asking our leave ; that our vessels may go 
to this island in the sea, but to this or that particular island 
we shall not trade any more; and in case of our non-com- 
pliance with these new orders, they shut up our harbours. 

Brothers, this is our present situation; thus have many 
of the King's Counsellors and servants dealt with us. If 
we submit, or comply with their demands, you can easily 
perceive to what state we will be reduced. If our people 
labour on the field, they will not know who shall enjoy the 
crop. If they bunt in the woods, it will be uncertain who 
shall taste of the meat, or have the skins! If they build 
houses, they will not know whether they may sit round the 
fire, with their wives and children. . They cannot be sure 
whether they shall be permitted to eat, drink, and wear 
the fruits of their own labour and industry. 

Brothers and Friends of the Six Nations, attend! We 
upon this island have often spoke and entreated the King 
and his servants the Counsellors, that peace and harmony 
might still continue between us; that we cannot part with 
or lose our hold of the old covenant chain which united 
our fathers and theirs; that we want to brighten this chain, 
and keep the way open as our fathers did ; that we want 
to live with them as brothers, labour, trade, travel abroad, 
eat and drink in peace. We have often asked them to 
love us, andjive in such friendship with us as their fathers 
did with ours. 

We told them again that we judged we were exceed- 
ingly injured, that they might as well kill us, as take 
away our property and the. necessaries of life. We have 
asked why they treat us thus ? What has become of our 
repeated addresses and supplications to them? Who hath 
shut the ears of the King to the cries of his children in 
America! No soft answer, no pleasant voice from beyond 
the water has yet sounded in our ears. 

Brothers, thus stands the matter betwixt old England 
and America. You Indians know how things are propor- 
tioned in a family — between the father and the son — the 
child carries a little pack. England we regard as the 
father; this island may be compared to the.son. 

The father has a numerous family — both at home and 
upon this island. He appoints a great number of servants 
to assist him in the government of his family. In process 
of time, some of his servants grow proud and ill-natured ; 
■ they were displeased to see the boy So alert and walk so 
nimbly with his pack. They tell the father, and advise 
him to enlarge the child's pack; they prevail; the pack is 
increased; the child takes it up again — as he thought it 
might be the father's pleasure — -speaks but few words — 
those very small — for he was loth to offend the father. 
Those proud and wicked servants, finding they had pre- 
vailed, laughed to see the boy sweat and stagger under his 
increased load. By and by, they apply to the father to 
double the boy's pack, because they heard him complain ; 
and without any reason, said they, he is a cross child; cor- 
rect him if he complains any more. The boy entreats the 
father ; addresses the great servants in a decent manner, 
that the pack might be lightened ; he could not go any 
farther ; humbly asks, if the old fathers, in any of their 
records, had described such a pack for the child ; after all 
the tears and entreaties of the child, the pack is redoubled ; 
the child stands a little while staggering under the weight, 
ready to fall every moment, However, he entreats the 
father once more, though so faint he could only lisp out 



his last humble supplication ; waits a wMIe ; no voice 
returns. The child concfudes the father could not hear ; 
those proud servants had intercepted his supplications, or 
stopped the ears of the father. He therefore gives one 
struggle and throws off the pack, ancf says he cannot take 
it up again ; such a weight would crush him down and kill 
him, and he can but die if he refuses. 

Upon this, those servants are very wroth ; and tell trie 
father many false stories respecting the child ; they bring 
a great cudgel to the father, asking him to take it in his 
hand and strike the child. _.. .. .1 

Thjs. may serve to illustrate the present cojidition of .the. 
King's American subjects or children. 

Amidst these oppressions we now and then hear a mol- 
lifying and reviving voice from some of the King's wise 
Counsellors, who are our friends, and feel for our distresses; 
when they heard our complaints and our cries, they applied 
to the King; alsojold those wicked servants, that this child, 
in America was not a cross boy, it had ..sufficient reason for 
crying, and if the cause of its complaint was neglected, it 
would soon assume the voice of a man, plead for justice 
like a man, and defend its rights and support the old cove- 
nant chain of the fathers. 

Brothers, listen! Notwithstanding all our entreaties, 
we have but little hope the King will send us any more 
good Talks, by reason of his evil Counsellors ; they have 
persuaded him to send an army of soldiers and many ships- 
of-war, to rob and destroy us. They have shut up many 
of our harbours, seized and taken into possession many of 
our vessels; the soldiers have struck the blow; killed some 
of our people ; the blood now runs of the American chil- 
dren. They have also burned our houses and Towns, and 
taken much of our goods. 

Brothers! We are' now necessitated to rise, and forced 
to fight, or give up our Civil Constitution, run away, and 
leave our farms and houses behind us. This must not be. 
Since the King's wicked Counsellors will not open their 
ears, and consider our just complaints, and the cause of 
our weeping, and hath given the blow, we are determiner! 
to drive away the King's Soldiers, and to kill and destroy 
all those wicked men we find in arms against the peace of 
the twelve United Colonies upon this island. We think 
our cause is just ; therefore hope God will be on our side. 
We do not take up the hatchet and struggle for honour 
and conquest; but to maintain oiir Civil Constitution and 
religious privileges, the very same for which our forefathers 
left their native land and came to this Country.' 

Brothers and Friends ! We desire you will hear and 
receive what we have now told you, and that you will open 
a good ear and listen to what we are now going to say. 
This is a family quarrel between us and Old England. 
You Indians are not concerned in it. We don't wish you 
to take up the hatchet against the King's Troops. We 
desire you to remain at home, and not join on either side, 
but keep the hatchet buried deep. In the, name and be.- 
half of all our people, we ask and desire you to love peace 
and maintain it, and to love and sympathize with us in our 
troubles; that the path may be kept open with all our 
people and yours, to pass and repass, without molestation. 

Brothers! We live upon the same ground with you. 
The same island is our common birthplace. We desire 
to sit down under the same tree of peace with you; let us 
water its roots and cherish its growth, till the large leaves 
and flourishing.branch.es shall extend to" the setting sun, 
and reach the skies. 

Brothers, observe well ! What is it we have asked of 
you ? Nothing but peace, notwithstanding our present 
disturbed situation; ancl if application should be made to 
you by any of the King's unwise and wicked Ministers to 
join on their side, we only advise you to deliberate with 
great caution, and in your wisdom look forward to the con- 
sequences of a compliance. For, if the King's Troops 
take away our property, and destroy us, who are of the 
same blood with themselves, what can you, who are In- 
dians, expect from them afterwards. ? 

Therefore, we say, Brothers, take care; hold fast to 
your covenant chain. You now know onr disposition to- 
wards you, the Six Nations r of Indians, and. your allies. 
Let this our good Talk remain at Onondaga, your central 
Council-House, We depend upon you to send and ac- 
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quaint your allies to the northward, the seven Tribes on 
the River 51. Lawrence, that you have this Talk of ours 
at the Great ; Council .Fire of the Six Nations. And when 
they return, we invite your great men to come and con- 
verse /arlher with, us at Albany, where we intend to re- 
kindle the Council Fire, which your and our ancestors sat 
round in great friendship. 

Brothers and Friends ! We greet you all farewell. 
C The large Belt of Intelligence and Declaration.) 

Brothers ! We have said we wish you Indians may 
continue in peace with one another, and with us the white 
people. Let us both be cautious in our behaviour towards 
each other at this critical state of affairs. This island now 
trembles; the wind whistles from almost every quarter; 
let us fortify our minds and shut our ears against false ru- 
mours; let us be cautious what. we receive for truth, unless 
spoken by wise and good men. If any thing disagreeable 
should ever fall out between us, the twelve United Colo- 
vies, and you, the Six Nations, to wound our peace, let 
us immediately seek measures for healing the breach. 
From the present situation of our affairs, we judge it wise 
and expedient to kindle up a small Council Fire at Albany, 
where we may hear each other's voice, and disclose our 
minds more fully to each other. — (A small Belt.) 

Ordered, That a similar Talk be prepared for the other 
Indian Nations, preserving the tenour of the above, and 
altering it so as to suit the Indians in the several Depart- 
ments. 

The Congress then proceeded to the choice of Com- 
missioners for the several Departments, and after some 
debate, agreed that the nomination of the Commissioners 
for the Southern Department be postponed till Tuesday 
next. 

Mr. Franklin, Mr. Henry, and Mr. Wilson, were unani- 
mously elected for the Middle Department. 

On motion, Resolved, That there be one more added 
to the number of the Commissioners for the Northern De- 
partment. 

Then the following gentlemen were chosen, viz: Gene- 
ral Philip Schuyler, Major Joseph Hawley, Mr. Turbot 
Francis, Mr. Oliver Wolcott, and Mr. Volkert P. Douiv. 

Resolved, That the Congress will, to-morrow, take into 
their consideration the Report of the Committee on the 
Militia. 

The Order of the Day was postponed, and the Con- 
gress adjourned till to-morrow, at eight o'clock. 

Friday, July 14, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Agreeable to the Order of yesterday, the Congress re r 
sumed the consideration, of the Report of the Committee 
on the Militia, and after some debate, the same was referred 
till to-morrow. 
" A motion being made by Dr. Franklin, and seconded, 

Resolved, That the same be taken into consideration to- 
morrow rooming. 

The Order of the Day was postponed, and the Con- 
gress adjourned till to-morrow, at eight o'clock. 

' ''"■ ' Saturday, Jury 15, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Agreeable to the Order of yesterday, the motion made 
by Mr. Franklin was taken into consideration, and after 
soifte debate, they came to the following Resolution, viz : 

Whereas, the Government of Great Britain bath pro- 
hibited the exportation of Arms and Ammunition to any 
of the Plantations, "and endeavoured to prevent other Na- 
tions from supplying us : 

. Resolved, That for the better furnishing these Colonies 
with the necessary means of defending their rights, every 
Vessel importing Gunpowder, Saltpetre, Sulphur, provided 
they bring with the Sulphur four times as much Saltpetre, 
Brass Field-Pieces, or good Muskets fitted with Bayonets, 
within nine months from the date of this Resolution, shall 
be permitted to load and export the produce of these Colo- 
'nies, to the value of such Powder and Stores aforesaid, 
the Non-Exportation Agreement notwithstanding ; and it 



is recommended to the Committees of the several Pro- 
vinces to inspect the Military Stores so imported, and to 
estimate a generous price for the same, according to their 
goodness, and permit the importer of such Powder and 
other Military Stores aforesaid, to export the value thereof 
and.no more, in produce of any kind. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above be delivered to the 
Delegates of the Colony of Pennsylvania, who are desired 
to request the Committee of this City to forward the same 
in handbills to the West-Indies, and such places as they 
think proper, taking care that it be not published in the 
newspapers. 

Extracts from sundry intercepted Letters from Lord 
Dartmouth to Governour Wright and Governour Martin, 
were laid before the Congress, and read. 

The Talk to the Slockbridge Indians was then taken 
uj), and the same being debated, was agreed to, 

On motion, Resolved, That this Congress will, on 
Thursday next, attend Divine Service together, both 
morning and afternoon.. 

Resolved, That Mr. Lynch and Mr. Dickinson be a 
Committee to wait on Mr. Duchi } and. request him to 
preach for the Congress on next Thursday morning ; and 
to wait upon Doctor Allison, and request him to preach at 
his Church, for the Congress, on the afternoon of the said 
day. 

Adjourned till Monday next, at eight o'clock. 

Monday, July 17, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, with sundry Papers, 
were laid before the Congress, and read, and the same 
being taken into consideration, 

Resolved, That the President write to General Wooster, 
directing him to send, in the most expeditious manner, one 
thousand of the Connecticut Forces under his command to 
Albany, there to remain encamped until they shall receive 
orders from General Schuyler as to their future proceed- 
ings. 

Resolved, That a Commissary of Stores and Provisions 
be appointed for the New-York Department, during the 
present campaign. 

By unanimous vote Walter Livingston was chosen. 

That a Deputy Quartermaster-General be appointed for 
the said Department. 

Mr. Donald Campbell unanimously elected. 

Ordered, That Mr. D. Campbell have the rank of Colo- 
nel in the Army. 

That a Deputy Muster-Master be appointed for said 
Department. 

Mr. Gunning Bedford elected. 

Resolved, That the Convention of New-York be de- 
sired to recommend to General Schuyler a proper person 
for a Deputy Adjutant-General or Brigade-Major for the 
Army in the New-York Department. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That Mr. CusMng, Mr. Henry, 
and Mr. Deane, be a Committee to confer with Mr. Kirk- 
land, and report what in their opinion is an adequate com- 
pensation for his services among the Indians. 

The Address from the Deputies of the several Parishes 
of the Island of Bermuda being again read, 

Ordered, That the President return them an Answer, 
acknowledging the receipt of the Address, and informing 
them that it will be considered ; and desiring them to send 
an account of the Provisions imported for some years past 
for the use of the inhabitants of that Island ; and also en- 
close them a copy of a Resolve entered into on Saturday 
last, respecting the importation of Gunpowder, &tc. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at eight o'clock. 

Tuesday, July 18, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to confer with. Mr. Kirkland 
brought in their Report ; which being taken into consider- 
ation, 

Resolved, That there be, and there is hereby allowed to 
the Rev. Mr. Samuel Kirkland, three hundred Dollars, to 
discharge the expenses he has been at among the Indians 
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of the Six Nations, to defray the expenses of his journey 
from and to the Oneida Country, and that he receive the 
same out of the Continental Treasury. 

And it is hereby recommended to the Commissioners of 
the Northern Department, to employ the said Mr. Kirk- 
land among the Indians of the Six Nations, in order to 
secure their friendship, and to continue them in a state of 
neutrality with respect to the present controversy between 
Great Britain and these Colonies. 

The Congress resumed the Report of the Committee 
for putting the Militia into a proper state of defence, and 
after debating the same by paragraphs, came to the follow- 
ing Resolutions, viz : - - - - - 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the inhabitants of 
all the United English Colonies in North America, that 
all able-bodied effective Men, between sixteen and fifty 
years of age, in each Colony, immediately form themselves 
into Regular Companies of Militia, to consist of one Cap- 
tain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, four Sergeants, four 
Corporals, one Clerk, one Drummer, one Fifer, and about 
sixty-eight Privates. 

That the Officers of each Company be chosen by the 
respective Companies. 

That each Soldier be furnished with a good Musket that 
will carry an ounce Ball, with a Bayonet, Steel Ramrod, 
Worm, Priming- Wire and Brush fitted thereto, a cutting 
Sword or Tomahawk, a Cartridge-Box that will contain 
twenty-three rounds of Cartridges, twelve Flints, and a 
Knapsack. 

That the Companies be formed into Regiments or Batta- 
lions, officered with a Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, two 
Majors, an Adjutant, or Quartermaster. 

That all Officers above the rank of a Captain be ap- 
pointed by the respective Provincial Assemblies or Con- 
ventions, or in their recess, by the Committees of Safety 
appointed by said Assemblies or Conventions. 

That all Officers be commissioned by the Provincial 
Assemblies or Conventions, or in their recess, by the Com- 
mittees of Safety appointed by said Assemblies or Con- 
ventions. 

That all the Militia take proper care to acquire military 
skill, and be well prepared for defence, by being each man 
provided with one pound of good Gunpowder, and four 
pounds of Ball fitted to his Gun. 

That one-fourth part of the Militia in every Colony be 
selected for Minute-Men, of such persons as are willing to 
enter into this necessary service, formed into Companies 
and Battalions, and their Officers, chosen and commissioned 
as aforesaid, to be ready on the shortest notice to march to 
any place where^ their assistance may be required, for the 
defence of their own or a neighbouring Colony; and as 
these Minute-Men may eventually be called to action be- 
fore the whole body of the Militia are sufficiently trained, 
it is recommended that a more particular and diligent atten- 
tion be paid to their instruction in military discipline. 

That such of the Minute-Men as desire it, be relieved 
by new draughts as aforesaid, from the whole body of the 
Militia, once in four months. 

As there are some people who, from religious principles, 
cannot bear arms in any case, this Congress intend no 
violence to their consciences, but earnestly recommend it 
to them to contribute liberally, in this time of universal 
calamity, to the relief of their distressed brethren in the 
several Colonies, and to do all other services to their op- 
pressed Country, which they can consistently with their 
religious principles. 

That it be recommended to the Assemblies or Conven- 
tions in the respective Colonies, to provide, as soon as pos- 
sible, sufficient stores of Ammunition for their Colonies ; 
also that they devise proper means for furnishing with Arms, 
such effective men as are poor and unable to furnish them- 
selves. 

That it be recommended to each Colony to appoint a 
Committee of Safety to superintend and direct all matters 
necessary for the security and defence of their respective 
Colonies, in the recess of their Assemblies and Conven- 
tions. 

That each Colony, at their own^expense, make such 
provision by armed Vessels or otherwise, as their respective 
Assemblies, Conventions, or Committees of Safety shall 



judge expedient and suitable to their circumstances and 
situations, for the protection of their Harbours and Naviga- 
tion on their sea-coasts, against all unlawful invasions, 
attacks, and depredations from Cutters and Ships-of-War. 

That it be recommended to the makers of Arms_ for the, 
use of the Militia, that they make good substantial Muskets, 
with Barrels three feet and a half in length, that will carry 
an ounce Ball, and fitted with a good Bayonet and Steel 
Ramrod, and that the making such Arms be encouraged 
in these United Colonies. 

Where, in any Colony, a Militia is already formed under 
regulations approved of by the Convention of such Colony, 
or by ^such Assemblies as are annually elective, we refer to 
the discretion of such Convention or Assembly, either to 
adopt the foregoing Regulations in the whole or in part, or 
to continue their former, as they, on consideration of all 
circumstances, shall think best. 

Adjourned till to-morrow,. at eight o'clock. 

Wednesday, July 19, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment 

The President laid before the Congress a Letter from 
the General, with sundry papers enclosed, which were read ; 
and being taken into consideration, 

Ordered, That Mr, Wilson apply to the Committee of 
the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, and request them 
to make diligent inquiry what quantity of Duck, Russia 
Sheeting, Tow-Cloth, Oznaburghs, and Ticklenburghs, can 
be procured in this City, and make return as soon as pos- 
sible to this Congress. 

Resolved, That Joseph Trumbull be Commissary-Gene- 
ral of Stores and Provisions for the Army of the LTnited 
Colonies. 

Resolved, That the appointment of a Quartermaster- 
Genera], a Commissary of Musters, and a Commissary of 
Artillery, be left to General Washington. 

That a Company of Matrasses be raised in the City of 
Philadelphia, and sent to Boston. 

That a Committee of three be appointed to devise ways 
and means of raising the above Company. 

The Committee chosen are Mr. Lynch, Mr. Lee, and 
Mr. Gadsden. 

That the President be desired to write to the Powder 
Committees, or Committees of Safety in this City and New- 
York, (where it is said a supply of Powder is lately arrived) 
to forward to the camp as much good Gunpowder as they 
can spare. 

That General Thomas be appointed first Brigadier-Gene- 
ral in the Army of the United Colonies, in the room of 
General Pomeroy, who never acted under the commission 
sent to him, and that General Thomas's commission bear 
the same date that General Pomeroy's did. 

That it be. left to General Washington, if he thinks fit, 
to appoint three Brigade Majors, and commission them 
accordingly. 

That a Committee of three be appointed to report the 
method of establishing an Hospital. 

The Committee chosen are Mr. Lewis, Mr. Paine, and 
Mr. Middleton. 

That it be recommended to the Colonies of New-Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts-Bay, Rhode- Island, and Connecticut, 
to complete the deficiencies in the Regiments belonging to 
their respective Colonies, retained by the General in* the 
Continental Army before Boston. 

That it be recommended to the Colony o{ Rhode-Island 
to complete and send forward to the camp before Boston, 
as soon as possible, the three hundred and sixty men lately 
voted by their General Assembly. 

That it be recommended also to the Colony of Con- 
necticut, to complete and send forward to the camp before 
Boston, as soon as possible, the fourteen hundred men lately 
voted by their General Assembly. 

That t)ie paragraph of the General's Letter respecting 
an easier communication between him and this Congress" 
be referred for consideration till Saturday next. 

That a Committee be appointed to bring in an estimate 
of the expenses incurred by the votes and resolves of this 
Congress. 
Mr. Deane, Mr. Johnson, and Mr. Gushing chosen. 
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' Agreed, Thai the Congress meet here to-morrow morn- 
ing at half past nine o'clock, in order to attend Divine Ser- 
vice at Mr. Due-he's Church, and that in the afternoon they 
meet here, to go from this place and attend Divine Service 
at Doctor Allison's Church. 

Resolved, That the nomination of three of the Commis- 
sion ieVs for Indian Affairs, in the Southern Department, be 
left to the Council of Safety, appointed by the Colony of 
South- Carolina . 

. That Mr. John Walker, of Virginia, be appointed one 
of the Commissioners for Indian Affairs, for the Southern 
Department. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at half past nine o'clock. 

" : ' " "' Thursday, July 20, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

An Express arriving with despatches from Gen. Schuy- 
ler, the same were read. 

A Letterwas likewise received from the Convention of 
Georgia, and read, setting forth that that Colony had ac- 
ceded to the General Association, and appointed Delegates 
to attend this Congress. 

Adjourned till one o'clock, P. M. 

P. M. Met according to adjournment. 

The Despatches from General Schuyler being taken into 
consideration, 

Resolved, That General P. Schuyler be empowed to dis- 
pose of and employ all the Troops in the New-York De- 
partment, in such manner as he may think best for the 
protection and defence of these Colonies, the Tribes of. 
Indians in friendship and amity with us, and most effect- 
ually to promote the general interest, still pursuing, if in 
his power, the former orders from this Congress, and sub- 
ject to the future orders of the Commander-in-Chief. 

Adjourned til) to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 

Friday, July 21, 1775. 
; The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Address to the 
Inhabitants of Jamaica, having brought in their Report, the 
same was read. 

Ordered, 'To lie on the table for further consideration. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Address to the 
Inhabitants_ of Ireland, brought in a draught. 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

Resolved, That Mr. R. Bache, Mr. Stephen Paschall, 
and Mr. M. Hillcgas, be appointed to superintend the 
Press, and to have the oversight and care of printing the 
' Bills of Credit ordered to be struck by this Congress. 

Resolved, That Mr. Willie Jones, of North- Carolina, 
be the fifth Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in the South- 
ern Department. ; 

■ Mr. Wilson haying made a Return of the Duck, &tc, 
"that can 1}e procured in this City, 

Ordered, That Mr. Wilson inquire whether Russia 
Sheeting will answer for making Tents. 

Ordered, That the Resolves respecting the Militia be 
immediately published. 

Agreeable to the Standing Order, the Congress resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into consi- 
deration the state of America, when Doctor B. Franklin 
submitted to their consideration the following sketch of 
Articles of Confederation. . , 

Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union, proposed 
by the Delegates of the several Colonies of New-Hamp- 
shire, &fc, in General Congress met at Philadelphia, 
May 10, 1775. 

Article i. The name of this Confederacy shall hence- 
forth be, The United Colonies of North America. 

Article ii. The said United Colonies hereby severally 
enter into a firm league of friendship with each other, bind- 
ing on themselves and their posterity, for their common 
defence against their enemies, for the securities of their 
liberties and properties, the safety of their persons and 
families, and their mutual and general welfare. 

Article hi. That each Colony shall enjoy and re'tain 
as much as it may think fit of its own present laws, cus- 



toms, rights, privileges and peculiar jurisdictions within its 
own limits; and may amend its own Constitution as shall 
seem best to its own Assembly or Convention. 

Article iv. That for the more convenient manage- 
ment of general interests, Delegates shall be annually elect- 
ed in each C°l° n y> t0 meet ' m General Congress at such 
time and place as shall be agreed on in the next preceding 
Congress. Only where particular circumstances do not 
make a duration necessary, it is understood to be a rule, 
that each succeeding Congress be held in a different Colo- 
ny, till the whole number be gone through ; and so in per- 
petual rotation; and that accordingly the next Congress 
after the present shall be held at Annapolis, in Maryland. 

Article v. That the power and duty of the Congress 
shall extend to the determining on war and peace; the 
sending and receiving Ambassadors, and entering into alli- 
ances (the reconciliation vvith Great Britain;) the settling 
all disputes and differences between Colony and Colony, 
about limits or any other cause, if such should arise ; and 
the planting of new Colonies when proper. The Congress 
shall also make such general ordinances as, though neces- 
sary to the general welfare, particular Assemblies cannot be 
competent to, viz: those that may relate to our general 
commerce, or general currency ; the establishment of posts ; 
and the regulation of our common forces. The Congress 
shall also have the appointment of all General Officers, 
civil and military, appertaining to the General Confederacy, 
such as General Treasurer, Secretary, &c. 

Article vi. All charges of wars, and all other general 
expenses to be incurred for the common welfare, shall be 
defrayed out of a common treasury, which is to be sup- 
plied by each Colony in proportion to its number of male 
poles between sixteen and sixty years of age. The taxes 
for paying that proportion are to be laid and levied by the 
Laws of each Colony. 

Article vii. The number of Delegates to be elected 
and sent to Congress by each Colony shall Ite regulated, 
from time to time, by the number of such polls returned ; 
so as that one Delegate be allowed for every five thousand 
polls. And the Delegates are to bring with them to every 
Congress an authenticated return of the number of polls in 
the respective Provinces, which is to be taken triennially, 
for the purposes abovementioned. 

Article viii. At every meeting of the Congress, one 
half of the Members. returned, exclusive of proxies, shall 
be necessary to make a quorum ; and each Delegate at the 
Congress shall have a vote in all cases, and if necessarily 
absent, shall be allowed to appoint any other Delegate from 
the same Colony to be his proxy, who may vote for him. 

Article ix. An Executive Council. shall be appointed 
by the Congress out of their own body, consisting of twelve 
persons; of whom, in the first appointment, one third, viz: 
four shall be for one year, four for two years, and four for 
three years ; and as the said terms expire, the vacancies 
shall be filled by appointments for three years ; whereby 
one third of the Members will be changed annually. This 
Council, of whom two-thirds shall be a quorum in the 
recess of Congress, is to execute what shall have been en- 
joined thereby ; to manage the general Continental busi- 
ness and interests; to receive applications from foreign 
Countries ; to prepare matters for the consideration of the 
Congress ; to fill up, pro tempore, Continental Offices that 
fall vacant ; and to draw on the General Treasurer for such 
moneys as may be necessary for general services, and appro- 
priated by the Congress to such services. 

Article x. No Colony shall engage in an offensive war 
with any Nation of Indians without the consent of the Con- 
gress, or Grand Council abovementioned, who are first to 
consider the justice and necessity of such war. 

Article xi. A perpetual alliance, offensive and defen- 
sive, is to be entered into as soon as may be with the Six 
Nations ; their limits to be ascertained and secured to them ; 
their land not to be encroached on, nor any private or Co- 
lony purchases made of them hereafter to be held good ; 
nor any contract for lands to be made, but between the 
Great Council of the Indians at Onondaga and the Gen-, 
eral Congress. The boundaries and lands of all the other 
Indians shall also be jscertained and secured to them in the 
same manner, and persons appointed to reside among them 
in proper Districts ; and shall take care to prevent injustice 
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in the trade with them ; and be enabled at our general 
expense, by occasional small supplies, to relieve their per- 
sonal wants and distresses. And all purchases from them 
shall be by the Congress, for the general advantage and 
benefit of the United Colonies. 

Article xii. As all new institutions may have ' 



may 



imper- 



fections, which only time and experience can discover, it is 
agreed that the General Congress, from time to time, shall 
propose such Amendments of this Constitution as may be 
found necessary ; which being approved by a majority of 
l .h ( LCo] on y Assemblies, shall be equally binding with the 
rest of the Articles of this Confederation. 

Article xiii. Any and every Colony from Great Bri- 
tain upon the Continent of North America , not at present 
engaged in our Association, may, upon application and 
joining the said AssociEtion, be received into the Confed- 
eration, viz : Ireland, the West-India Islands, Quebcck, 
St. John's, Nova-Scotia, Bermudas, and East and West 
Floridas; and shall thereupon be entitled to all the advan- 
tages of our union, mutual assistance, and commerce. 

._. These Articles shall be proposed to the several Provin- 
cial Conventions or Assemblies, to be by them considered ; 
and if approved, they are advised to empower their Dele- 
gates to agree to and ratify the same in the ensuing Con- 
, gress. After which the union thereby established is To 
continue .firm, till the terms of reconciliation proposed in 
the Petition of the last Congress to the King are agreed 
to; till the Acts since made, restraining the American 
Commerce and Fisheries, are repealed ; till reparation is 
made for the mjury done to Boston, by shutting up Its 
Port ; f or the burnin g of Charlestown ; and for the expense 
of this unjust war ; and till all the British Troops are with- 
drawn from America. On the arrival of these events, the 
Colonies will return to their former connexion and friend- 
ship with Britain: but on failure- thereof, this Confedera- 
tion is to be perpetual. 

After some time spent in Committee of the Whole, the 
President resumed the c hair, and Mr. Ward reported, that 
they had come to certain Resolutions, which he read, and 
desired leave to sit again. 

The Committee appointed to devise ways and means to 
protect the„Trade of these Colonies, brought in their Re- 
port, which was read. 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration 
, to-morrow morning. 

The Congress then entered upon the consideration of the 
Report from the Committee of the Whole, and after some 
debate, 

. Resolved, That such a body of Troops be kept up in 
tjhe Massqchufetis-B ajf as General Washington shall think 
necessary, provided they do not exceed twenty -two thou- 
sand men. 

^.Adjourned till to-morrow, at eight o'clock. 

r — -,- i — ^Saturday, July 22, 1775. 

.-The Congress met according to adjournment. 
' Agreeable to the Order of yesterday, the Congress took 
. into ,cppj]djra.tjon„the Report of the Committee appointed 
to devise ways and meuns to protect the Trade of these 
Colonies, and after some debate, the same was postponed, 
to be taken up at some future day. 

The Congress then resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, to take into consideration, the state of Ame- 
rica. And after some time spent therein, the President 
resumed the ch air, and Mr. Ward replorted that the Com- 
mittee. had taken into, consideration i .thrCrMrfei^feferred to 
them, but not having come to a conclusion, desired leave 
to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Congress will on Monday again 
resolve itself into a Committee of the.WThole, to take into 
farther consi.deEation.ib_e state of Americg..^ 

On motion, Resolved, That Doctor Franklin, Mr. Jef- 
ferson; Mr. J. Adams, and Mr. Lee, be a Committee To 
take into consideration, and report on the Resolution of 
ihe House of Commons, February 20, T7X5,"cgmmonly 
called Lord North's Motion. __" 



.__. . ^._Monday, July 24, 1775. 

=The Congress met according to adjournment. 
A Letter from the General, dated July 14, with an en- 
closed List of the Officers of the Ministerial Troops killed 
and wounded in the late battle at Charlestown, was laid 
before Congress, and read. 

The Congress then resolved themselves into a Commit- 
tee of _ the Whole, to take into consideration the state of 
America. After some time spent therein, the President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that the Com- 
mittee had taken the mailer referred to them into consi- 
deration, but not having come to a conclusion, desired 
leave to sit again. 

The Committee for that purpose appointed, brought in 
a Report for establishing a Hospital. 
Ordered, To lie on the table. 
Adjourned till to-morrow. 

Tuesday, July 25, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to consider the ways and 
means of establishing Posts, brought in their Report; which 
was read, and ordered to be taken into consideration to- 
morrow^ :_ ■; . "_; :_;;_.. :" ;_ " ; ~~ = ~ " ;:: " ~ " " : "~" = ■=-■== ■--=■= 

The Committee appointed to bring in an answer to the 
Resolution of the House of Commons, brought in their 
Report ; which was read, and ordered to lie on the tablg 

for consideration ,, , ;_..,.... ....._ _,_.;. 

^ The Congress being inrormecTtha^ . 

tinentaj Gunpowder, amounting to about six tons and a half, 
was am ved in this City : - v . ...-■- 

Ordered, That the Delegates of this Colony take mea- 
sures; to have it sent under a safe convoy with all possible 
despatch to Gen. Washington, at the Camp before Boston. 

That the Delegates be empowered to order a detach- 
meptof Riflemen raised for the Continental Army, con- 
sistinf of at least "two Officer^ and I. thirty Men, to meet the 
Powder .Wagons at Trenton, and from thence to escort the 
same to the Camp. '"~~r~i:^... '-... -.^^.~r:~~~. 

The Congress then resumed the consi deration of t he Ad- 
dress to the Assembly oTJamaJca, which being debated 
by paragraphs, was agreed to, arid is as fol lows : 
Mr. SpeaTcery ...... .. r ._ _,7~n_. ... .... ._.,_. 

And Gentlemen of the AssemBy o/TamaicaT^ 

We would _ think ouTseives defi cient in our duty, if we 
suffered this Congress to pass over, without expressing our 
esteem for the Assemhly of Jamaica. 

Whoever attends to the condupt of those whojiave been 
entrusted with _ the. administration of British Affairs during 
these last twelve years, will discover injtj deHberaje plan 
to destroy,in^e?eiy part of the^Empire, the free constitu- 
tion, for wjEucli \Rrit<m has ibeep^jo Jong andso justly 
famed.. . With a dexterity, artful and wicked, they have 
varied the modes of attack, according to the different char- 
acters and circumMances of those whom they meant to 
reduce. In. the East-Indies, where the effeminacy of the 
inhabitants promised an easy congtresl, they thought it un- 
necessary to veil thejr tyraninick principles under the thinest 
disguise. Without deigning evetr to pretend a justification 
of their conduct, they sacrificed,. the lives of millions t o" the 
gratification .of their insMable. "avarice r and lus t of power. " 
In Britain, ; where the max|m.s gf freedom weie._stiJ Lkn ow n , 
but where luxury and d Issipatiori l^^mimshed t¥e wonted 
reverence for them, the attacX.TMs.J5een Icarried on in a 
more secret" and indirect rnaniejj cpinjption has been em- 
ployed to vnSeriTsmWthem^ The Americans a re no t en - 



^Adjourned till Monday, at. eight o'clock. 
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er vated by jfigrninajcy ,. like " thei " mhabitan ts of Indi a ; nor 
debauch'edJBy Tuxnry;1ike tFros e of U reat Britain: it was, 
therefore, Judged improper to assail them by bribery, or by 
ondisgnTsedTorce, Plausi ble s ystems wereTormed; specious 
pretences weTCroade: all tlie ^ts_c£ sophistry were tried 
to shew that the British ""Ministry had by law a right to 
enslave:Hs;._ IIT J. e fir st and_B-es t_rnaxims of th e Constitution - 
venerable to JBr&ogs: sn^T p^^^ricans, were perverted 
and profensd, ._ The- powers id TParliament , derived from 
the people, to bind the pggple L was extended over those 
from whcOT.i t w ag; rjevef de rived. Tt is asserted, th at a 
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Standing Army may he constitutionally kept among us, 
vvltliout o ur con s ent^_ TFigse principles, dishonourable to 
those who a dopiedThem, and destructive to those to whom 
they were applied, were nevertheless carried into execution 
T>y the foes of liberty and of mankind. Acts of Parliament, 
ruinous to America, and unserviceable to Britain, were 
made to bind us; Armies, maintained by the Parliament, 
were sent over to secure their operation. The power, 
however, anrT the cunning of our adversaries, were alike 
unsuccessful. We refused to their Parliaments an obedi- 
ence, which our judgments disapproved of; we refused to 
their Armies a submission, which spirits unaccustomed to 
slavery could not brook. 

But wbile we spurned a disgraceful subjection, we were 
fat : fromjrunning into rash or seditious measures of opposi- 
tion. Filled with sentiments of loyalty to our Sovereign, 
arid of affection and respect for our fellow-subjects in Bri- 
tain, we petitioned, we supplicated, we expostulated: Our 
prayers were rejected; our remonstrances were disregard- 
ed ; our grievances were accumulated. All this did not 
provoke us to violence. 

An appeal to the justice and humanity of those who had 
injured, .us, and who were bound to redress our injuries, was 
ineffectual : we next resolved to make an appeal to their 
interest, though by doing so, we knew we must sacrifice oar 
own, and (which gave us equal uneasiness) that of our 
friends, who had never offended us, and who were connect- 
ed with us by a sympathy of feelings, under oppressions 
similar to our own. We resolved to give up our commerce 
that we might preserve our liberty. We flattered ourselves, 
that when, by withdrawing our commercial intercourse 
with Britain, which we had an undoubted right either to 
withdraw or continue, her trade should be diminished, her 
revenues impaired, and her manufactures unemployed, our 
Ministerial foes would be induced by interest, or compelled 
by necessity, to depart from the plan of tyranny which tlvey 
had so long pursued, and to substitute in its place a system 
more compatible with the freedom of America, and justice 
of Britain. That this scheme of non-importation and non- 
exportation might be productive of the desired effects, we 
were obliged to include the Islands in it. From this neces- 
sity, and from this necessity alone, has our conduct towards 
them proceeded. By converting your sugar plantations 
into fields of grain, you can supply yourselves with the ne- 
cessaries of life: while the present unhappy struggle shall 
continue, we cannot do more, 

But why should we make any apology to the patriotick 
Assembly of Jamaica, who know so well the value of liberty; 
who are so sensible of the extreme danger to. which ours is 
exposed ; and who foresee how certainly the destruction of 
ours must be followed by the destruction of their own ,? 

We receive uncommon pleasure from observing the prin- 
ciples of our righteous opposition distinguished by your 
approbation; we feel the warmest gratitude for your pa- 
thetic mediation in our behalf with _the_ Crown. It was 
indeedjjnavailing — but are you to blame? Mournful ex- 
perience tells us that petitions are often rejected, while the 
S'elntiroirTtirSnd conduct of the petitioner? entitle what they 
i?.ffer_lo_^Jiappier fate. 

'.; TBa Lou r petitions have been treated with disdain, is now 
become The smallest part of our complaint: Ministerial 
ins5Tence.jsJ.0st .in i./njnisterial, barbarity. It has, by an ex- 
empn peculiarly ingenious, procured those very measures, 
Vihich it la'd us und^i the hard necessity of pursuing, to be 
Stigmatised 111 1 .nliaineni as rein llions : Jl has emplo)ed 
a^jditional, Fleet-^nd Ai mugs foi the infamous purpose of 
C(frnp£lhng us to abandon them: It has plunged us into all 
the hoiibur^and calamities of mil war: It has caused the 
freasuie"and bio id of Batons (former!) shed and expend- 
ed for fa 1 plhei^nd^) to be spilt and waited in the execra- 
ble, design of spreading slavery o;cr British America. 
^L^'ULiSiu^ -'--! 1 ' accomplish i^ aim: In the worst of 
contingencies, a choice wTTI still be left, which it never 
can pre vfc"nt"uV from making. 

The pec uliar situation of your Island foibids your assist- 

,'_ But weH i ave your good wishes. From the good 

'Wishes o T the Tnerirls o f libeity and 'mankind, we shall 

■lili in i n »p m i 1 m-im L t— ' - ' — * " ' 

always derive ccnsolation. 

OrtTti cd, Th.it a fail copy be made out, to be signed by 
the Piesjdent. aid tiansmitted bj the fust opportunity. 



ante 



The Congress then, resuming the consideration of tire 
Report of the Committee of the Whole, came to the fol- 
lowing Resolutions : 

Resolved, That a body of Forces, not exceeding five 
thousand, be kept up in the Hew- York Department, ior the 
purpose of defending that part of America, and for secur- 
ing the Lakes, and defending the Frontiers from invasions 
or incursions. - ■ 

That a farther sum, amounting to One Million of Dol- 
lars, be struck in bills of thirty Dollars each. 

As the signing so great a number of Bills as has been di- 
rected to be issued by this Congress will require more time 
than the Members can possibly devote to that business, con- 
sistent with the attention due to the publick service: 

Resolved, That the following gentlemen be appointed 
amLfully authorized to sign tbermme, viz: Luke Morris, 
Samuel Meredith. Juduh Foulke, Samuel Morris, Fred- 
erick Kuhl, Robert Strettle Jones, Thomas Coombe, Ellis 
Lewis, John Mease, Thomas Lawrence, Daniel Clymer, 
John Maxwell Neslit, Thomas Barclay, John Bayard, 
William Craig, Thomas Bartow, Jun.,T7b/m Shce ? Isaac 
JTazlehurst, Robert Roberts, Anthony Morris, Mordecai 
Lewis, George Mijjlin, Robert Tuckniss, Andrew Bun- 
ner, William Jackson, Joseph Sims, James Milligan, and 
James Reed, 

That each of the ContinejitalJBiJIs be numbered and 
signed by two of the above gentlemen. 

That each gentleman who signs the Continental Money 
be allowed, and paid out of the Continental Treasury, one 
dollar and one third of a dollar for each, and every thou- 
sand Bills signed and numbered by him. 

That the gentlemen appointed to number and sign the 
Bills, do give their receipts for the same, expressing the 
ntrmber and, denomination of them; and after numbering 
and signing them, shall deliver the. same to the Cpnl- 
tiriehtal Treasurers, taking their receipts for the Bills so 
delivered. 

On motion, Resolved^ That Mr. Sa muel Adams, Mr. 
Lee, and TVTr. J. Rut/edge, with the Secretary, be a Com- 
mittee to revise the Journal of thjejCongress, and prepare 
it for the press. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at eight o'clock. 

...-'. "--- ... AVcdncsday,*JuTy ;26, 1775r 

Met according to adjournment. ; 

Agreeable to the Order of yesterday, the Congress re- 
sumed the consideration of the Report of the Committee on 
the Post-Office; which being debated by paragraplis, was 
agreed to, as follows: 

That a _ Postmaster .Genera] ^ be appointed Tor the United 
Colonies, who shall hold bis office- A .Philadelphia, and 
sballbe allowed a salary of one thousand .Dollars per annum 
for himself, and three hundred and forty Dollars peraDniirn 
for a Secretary and Comptroller; with power to appoint 
such and so many Deputies- as. lb him. may seem proper 
and necessary. ' " " -,,-«,,....,..- 

That a line.of Posts be_ appointed under the direction 
of the Postmaster General, irorri Falmouth Tn New-Eng- 
land to Savannah in Georgia, mth.as_manycross-posts.as 
he shall think fit,. . 

That the allowance to the Deputies in lieu of salary and 
all contingent expenses, shall be twenty per centum on the 
sums they collect and pay into tbeT "General Post -Office 
annually, when the whole is under or not exceeding one 
thousand Dollars ; and ten per centum ior"aII_sums above one 
thousand Dollars "a yenrr "^";.^:~~"':.:' : T..""j~.r?:j. " r" 

That the rates of PosLage / shaTfT)e twenty per cent, less 
than those appointed by act of Parliament. 

That the several Deputies account quarterly with the 
General Post-Office, and the PostmasteFTjeneral annually 
with the Continental Trea su rers 7 w h e n he sh al 1 paytntb.the 
receipt of the said Treasurers'T)"{e"profiTs oft h e" Post-Office; 
andif the necessary-expease of this es tablisEmen t should 
excleSd the. produce of it, thejdericiency shalfbe rntoe good 
by the United Colonies/ and ^ : pajd"lo!tW ^oslmasjer Gen- 
eral by the Continental Treasurprsjf^^ --..-=-—. ■_. 

On 1 motion made, ResolveS^Ttmi it cie recom mended to 
the Postmaster General to establish a weekly post to South- 
Carolina. "" "'"- " "" " "-•' ^^ w :;a ^==S gSg£- ■'?■ • [■■ 
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That it be left to the Postmaster General to appoint a 
Secretary and Comptroller. 

The Uongress then proceeded to the election of a Post- 
master General for one year, and until another is appointed 
by a future Congress: when Benjamin Franklin, Esq., was 
unanimously chosen. 

Adjourned till to morrow, at eight o'clock. 

Thursday, July 27, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

"The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee ori establishing a Hospital for the Army ; and 
the same being debated, was agreed to, as follows : 

That for the establishment of a Hospital for an Army, 
consisting of twenty thousand men, the following Officers 
and other attendants be appointed, with the following allow- 
ance or pay, viz^ 

One Director-General and Chief Physician, his pay per 
day, four Dollars. 

Four Surgeons, per diem, each, one and one-third of a 
Dollar. 

One, Apothecary, one and one-third of a Dollar. 

Twenty Surgeon's Mutes, each two-thirds of a Dollar. 

One T^Terk, two-thirds of a Dollar. 

Two Storekeepers, each four Dollars per month. 

One Nurse to every ten sick, one-fifteenth of a Dollar 
per day, ur two Dollars per month. 

Labourers _c«casiQnaTIy. 

The Duty of the above Officers, viz: 

The Director to furnish Medicines, Bedding, and all 
other necessaries, to pay for the same, superintend the 
whole, and make his report to, and receive orders from, 
the ConjmaiLder-in^Chief. 

Surgeons, A pothecarles, and Mates : To visit and attend 
the sick, and the Mates to obey the orders of the Physi- 
cians, Surgeons, and Apothecary. 

Matrons To superintend the Nurses, Bedding, &c. 

Nurses I To attend the sick, and obey the Matron's orders. 

Clerk l To keep Accounts for the Director and Store- 
keepers. 

Storekeepers : To receive and deliver the Bedding and 
other necEssaries, by order of the Director. 

On motion, Resolved, That the sum of Twenty-Five 
Thousand Dollars be paid by the Continental Treasurers 
to Reese Meredith, Geo rge Clymer, Samuel Meredith, and 
Samuel Mifflin, Merchants of the City of Philadelphia ; 
and that the _lLkj_4um__gJ' Twenty -Five Thousand Dollars 
be paid by the said Treasurers to Philip Livingston, John 
Alsop, and Francis Lewis, Merchants of New-York, to 
be by them applied to the purpose of importing Gunpow- 
der for the CojiinentM.ArxTi£esj and that. they be allowed 
out of tie_.same Jive per cent, for their trouble and ex- 
penses therein ; that they keep all their proceedings, as 
much as possible, a secret from every other person but the 
CongressimcT the General of the Continental Forces for 
the time being ; that they keep up a correspondence with 
the said General and make such dispositions of the Powder 
they may import, as he shall order.* 

The Congress then proceeded to the choice of Officers 
for the Hospital ; when 

Benjamin Church was unanimously elected as Director 
of, and ChieL Physician in the Hospital. 

Resolmi, That the appointment of the four Surgeons 
and the_Apothecary be left to Doctor Church. 

That the IVIatgs be appointed by the ^Surgeons. 

Thatjhelmimber.jjf .Mates do not exceed twenty; and, 

ThatjLejLuiuha^ljernotlieptJn constant pay, unless the 
sick and wounded should be so numerous as to require the 
attendance oftwenty, and to be diminished as circumstances 
will admit ; for which purpose the pay is fixed b\ the day, 
that they may only receive pay for actual service. 

Tha Cone Clerk, two ^Storeke epers, and one Nurse to 
every t erTsick, be appointed by the Director. 

On motion made, Re.tolved, That the Paymaster give 
bond, with tw:o sureties^ in the sum of Fifty Thousand Dol- 
lars, for ' thejaithful performance of his office. . ■ ■ 

*! This most secret, not to be published. — MS. Jour. 



That the Bond be made payable to the same persons as 
the Bonds of the Continental Treasurers are payable to. 

James Warren was unanimously elected Paymaster- 
General. 

Resolved, That the Paymaster in the New-York De- 
partment give Bond to the same persons as above directed, 
with two sureties, in the sum of Twenty-Five Thousand 
Dollars, for the faithful performance of his office. 

Adjourned till tomorrow, at eight o'clock. 

Friday, July 28, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

The Congress being informed that a quantity of Gun- 
powder belonging to t.he Continent is arrived in some part 
of New-Jersey, 

Ordered, That the Delegates of New-Jersey do take 
care that the said Powder be safelyrconyeyed to Dobbs's 
Ferry, on the North River. 

On motion made, Ordered, That_the Colony of Vir- 
ginia be supplied with one ton of Gunpowder from the 
next quantity arriving here; and that from the same sup- 
ply Pennsylvania be repaid the Powder heretofore bor- 
rowed by the Congress, if the same shalTnot be wanted by 
General Washington. : ; ; ~~;. 

Ordered, That Mr, McKean and Mr. Wilson do prepare 
the Bonds for the Continental Treasurers to execute. 

Jonathan Trumbull, Jun,, Esq., was unanimously elected 
Paymaster of the Forces for the New-York_Department. 

The Congress then took into Consideration the Address 
to the People of Ireland ; which being read ancTdebated, 
was agreed to, as follows : " " 

To the People of Ireland : 

From the Delegates appointed by the United Colonies of 
New-Hampshire, Massachusetts-Bay , Rhode-Island and 
Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New- York, New- 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, the Lower Counties on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, and South- Caro- 
lina, in General Congress at Philadelphia, the 10th of 
May, 1775. 

Friends and "Fellow-Subjects - : As the important 
contest ifit6; which we. have been driven, is now become 
interesting to every European State, and particularly affects 
the members of the British Empire, we~ think jr. our duty 
to address you on the subject. We are desirous, as is natu- 
ral to injured innocence, of possessing the good opinion of 
the virtuous and humane. We are peculiarly desirous of 
furnishing you with a true state of our motives and objects, 
the better to enable you to judge of our conduct with acco- ' 
racy, and determine the merits of the cTDmroversy with im- 
partiality and precision. :""":" 

However incredible it may appear, that, at this enlight- 
ened period, the leaders of a nation, which in every age 
has sacrificed hecatombs of he.r bravest patriots on the altar 
of liberty, should presume gravely to assert, and, by force 
of arms, attempt to establish an arbitrary sway over the 
lives, liberties, and property of thejrjellowj-subjects in 
America, it is, nevertheless, a most deplorable and indis- 
putable truth. 

These Colonies have, from the time of their first settle- 
ment, for near two centuries, peaceably enjoyed those very 
rights of which the Ministry have, for ten years past, en- 
deavoured by fraud and by violence to deprive them. 

At the conclusion of the last war, the genius ofEngland 
and the spirit of wisdom, as if offended at the, ungrateful 
treatment of their sons, withdrew from the British coun- 
cils, and left that nation a prey to a race, of Ministers, with 
whom ancient English honesty and benevolence disdained 
to dwell. From that period, jealousy, discontent, oppres- 
sion, and discord, have raged among all His Majesty's sub- 
jects, and filled every part of his Dominions "with distress 
and complaint. . . . ;1 ' — r;±±iirh: i^i.' "- ' _ ._ 1-rrlr: v — - 

Not content with our purchasing of Britain, at her own 
price, clothing and a thousand other articles used by near 
three millions of people on thisyast/Coniinent; not satis- 
fied with the; amazing profits arising from the monopoly of 
our trade, without giving Os; either tinTE to Iweathe, after a 
Ibngthough' glorious 'Far,"or''tTieTe~asrc!sBinbTTFe~bl6bQl 



CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, JULY 28, 1775. 



JS96 



and treasure we have ex pended in it; notwithstanding the 
zeaTweJiad manifested for the service of our Sovereign, 
andjlie ; warmest atta chmerit to the Constitution, of iJntawi 
and the people of England, a black and horrid design was 
formed to convert us from freemen into slaves, from sub- 
jects into vassals, and from friends into enemies. 
• Taxes, for the first time since we landed on the Ameri-* 
call shores, were, without our consent, imposed upon us; 
an unconstitutional edict, to compel us to furnish necessa- 
ries for a standing army, that we wished to see disbanded, 
was issued, and the Legislature of New- York suspended 
for refusing to comply with it. Our ancient and inestima- 
ble right of Trial by Jury, was, in many instances, abolish- 
ed, and the common law of the land made to give place to 
admiralty jurisdictions. Judges were rendered, by the ten- 
ure of their commissions, entirely dependant on the will of 
a Minister. New crimes were arbitrarily created, and new 
Courts, unknown to the Constitution, instituted. Wicked 
and insidious Goyernours have been set over us ; and duti- 
ful petitions, for the removal of even the notoriously infa- 
mous "Governour ^Hutchinson, were branded with the 
ffJtproErTous appellation of scandalous and defamatory. 
Hardy attempts have been made, under colour of Parlia- 
mentary authority, to seize Americans, and carry them to 
Great Britain, lo be tried for offences committed in the 
Colonies. Ancient Charters have no longer remained 
sacred ; that of the Massachusetts-Bay was violated, and 
their form of Government essentially mutilated and trans- 
formed, _ On pretence of punishing a violation of some 
private property, committed by a few disguised individuals, 
the populous and flourishing Town of Boston was ?.ur- 
ronrided_by fleets and armies ; its trade destroyed ; its port 
blocked up, and thirty thousand citizens, subjected lo all 
the miseries attending so sudden a convulsion in their com- 
mercial metropolis ; and, to remove every obstacle to the 
rigorous execution of this system of oppression, an act of 
Parliament was passed, evidently calculated to indemnify 
those,who m ight, in the prosecutionof it, even imbrue their 
hands in"the blood~oT the inha bitants. 
aZThgugh pressed by such an accumulation of undeserved 
'ip^rnSs^Ajn erica still remembered her duty to her Sover- 
eign. A Congress,_ consisting of Deputies from twelve 
UnTtedColornes, assembled. They, In.the most respectful 
tjJmfs^faTd theTTgrievances at the foot of the Throne, and 
implored His Majesty's interposition in their behalf. They 
Ska agreed to suspend all trade with Great Britain, Ire- 
land, and the Wcst^Indies, hoping, by this peaceable mode 
<jf opposition, to obtain that justice from the British Min- 
istry which had been so long solicited in vain. And here 
permit us to assure you, that it was with the utmost reluct- 
ance Xve^coujd prevail upon ourselves to cease our commer- 
cial connexion^ with your island. Your Parliament had 
clone us no wrong. You had ever been friendly to the 
rjghts of mankind ; and we acknowledge, with pleasure 
and gratitude,jhat your nation has produced patriots who 
hgvg nfihlyTTstinguisTied themselves in the cause of hu- 
rjianity and America. On the other hand, we were not 
ignoTanlJlhat^ the i labour and manufactures of Ireland, like 
^jBj OJ'ejffij WorrrK vvere of little moment to herself, 
hut js er ved only to give luxury to those who neither toil nor 
S*pTn*. We perceived that if we continued our commerce 
wjth you, our agreement not to import from Britain would 
heTrujtJess, and were, therefore, compelled to adopt a mea- 
sure to which nothing but absolute necessity would have 
reco nciled us. It gave us, however, some consolation to 
refigct, that sho'iTJ It jeeasion much distress, the fertile 
regTorjs" of America would afford you a safe asylum from 
pol^rtyT'a.na^ In tune, from oppression also ; an asylum in 
which many thousands of your countrymen have found 
fjospifallty, peace, and affluence, and become united to us 
by all the ties ofconsanguiniiy, mutual interest, and affec- 
tion. ~ Nor did Congress stop here. Flattered by a pleas- 
ingiixpectauon that the justice and humanity which had so 
long characterized the English Nation would, on proper 
application, afford us relief^ they represented their griev- 
ances in ajijvfl^ctionate^address_to their brethren in Britain, 
"grid ,entreate? i tHeIr i aid and interposition in behalf of these 
Colonies. 

Ti The more fully to evince their respect for their Sover- 
eign, the unhappy people of Boston, were requested.. by the 



Congress to submit with patience to their fate ; and all 
America united in a resolution to abstain from every spe- 
cies_of violence^ During this period, that devoted Town 
suffered unspeakably. Its inhabitants were insulted, and 
their property violated. Still relying on the clemency and 
justice of His Majesty and the Nation, they permitted a 
few Regiments to take possession of their Town, to sur- 
round it with fortifications, and to cut off all intercourse 
between them and their friends in the country. 

With anxious expectation did all America wait the event 
of their Petition. All America laments its fate. Their 
Prince was deaf to their complaints; and vain were all 
attempts to impress him with a sense of the sufferings of 
his American subjects, of the cruelty of their task-masters, 
and of the many plagues which impended over his Domin- 
ions.;. Instead of directions for a candid inquiry into our 
grievances, insult was addecT to oppression, and our long 
forbearance rewarded with the imputation of cowardice. 
OiJ.: r trade with foreign states was prohibited; and an act 
of Parliament passed to prevent our even fishing on our 
own coasts. Our peaceable assemblies, for the purpose of 
consulting the common safety, were declared seditious ; and 
our asserting the very rights which placed the crown. qf 
Great Britain on the heads of the three successive Princes 
of the House, of Hanover, styled rebellion. Orders were 
given to re-enforce the Troops in America. The wild and 
barbarous savages of the wilderness have been solicited, by 
gifts, to take up the hatchet against us, and instigated to 
deluge our settlements with thel lloQd of innocent and de- 
fenceless women and children. The whole country was, 
moreover, alarmed with the horrours__of_dornestick insur- 
rections. Refinements in parental cruelty, at which the 
genius of Britain must, blush! Refinements which admit 
not of being even recited without horrour, or practised with- 
out infamy! We should be happy were these dark machi- 
nations the mere suggestions ofsusplcion. We are sorry 
to declare, that we are possessecFoFthe most authentick 
and indubitable evidence of their rea lity. 

Tlxe,,Ministry, bent on pulling down the pillars of the 
Constitution, endeavoured to erect the standard of despot- 
ism in America; and, if successju], Britain and Ireland 
may shudder at the consequences ! 

Three of their most experienced Generals are sent to 
wags war with their fellow-sjubjects ; and America Ts amazed 
to. find the. name of Jlowe in the catalogue of her enemies. 
She loved, his brother. .. _ __ ^ _ m ..__ jj . .. .;„_. .. 

Despairing of driving the Colonists to resistance, by any 
other means than actuajbostility, a detachment of the Army 
at Boston .marched into the country Tn euT the array of war', 
and, unprovoked, fired upon and killed several of the in- 
habitants. The neighbouring farmers suddenly assembled, 
and repelled the attack. Frojn_ibjs, all communication 
between the Town and counFry was intercepted. The 
citizens petitioned the General for permission to.leave the 
Town, and he promised, on surrendering their arms, to 
permit them to depart, with their other effects. They ac- 
cordingly surrendered their arms, and the General violated 
his faith. Under. various pretences, passports were delayed 
and denied; and many thousands of the inhabitants are, at 
this day, confined In the Town, in the utmost wretchedness 
and want. The lame, the bfind, antf the sick, Jiave, in- 
deed, been turned out into the neighbouring fields; and 
some, eluding the vigilance of the sentries, have escaped 
from the Town, by swimming to the adjacent shores. 

The war having thus begun on the part of General 
Gage's Troops, the country armed and embodied. The 
re-enforcements from Ire?ff»f7soonji(ter a rrivedj^a vigorous 
attack was then made upon the Provincials. In their march, 
the Troops surrounded the Town of CharJestown, .consisting 
of about four hundred houses, then recently abandoned to 
escape the fury of a relentless soldiery. TTaving plundered 
the houses, they set fire Jo_jhe Town, and reduced it to 
ashes. To this wanton waste__of property, unknown to 
civilized nations, they were prompted, theTbetter to conceal 
their approach under cover of the smolie— a„shgcki ng mix- 
ture oi^cowardice i and.cruejty, which then first Jarnishecl 
the lustre jof the _Britishj&rms, when aimed at a brother's 
breast! But, blessed bpjxqd, L they were restrained from 
committing further.r.avagel3,]by the loss of a very consider- 
able part of their Army, including many of their most ex- 
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perienced officers. The loss of the inhabitants was incon- 
siderable. 

Compelled, therefore, to behold thousands of our coun- 
trymen imprisoned, and men, women, and children involved 
in promiscuous ^nd unmerited misery; when we find all 
faith at an end, and sacred treaties turned into tricks of 
state ; when we perceive our friends and kinsmen massa- 
cred, our habitations plundered, our houses in flames, and 
their once happy inhabitants fed only by the hand of cha- 
rity, who can blame us for endeavouring to restrain the 
progress of desolation? Who can censure our repelling the 
attacks of such a barbarous band ? Who, in such circum- 
stances, would not obey the great, the universal, the divine 
law of self-preservation? 

Though vilified as wanting spirit, we are determined to 
behave like men ; though insulted and abused, we wish for 
reconciliation ; though defamed as seditious, we are ready 
to obey the laws ; and though charged with rebellion, will 
cheerfully bleed in defence of our Sovereign in a righteous 
cause. WhaLmore can we say? What more can we offer? 

But welbrbear to trouble you with a tedious detail of 
the various and fruitless offers and applications we have re- 
peatedly made, not for pensions, for wealth, or for honours, 
but for the bu mble boon of being permitted to possess the 
fruits of honest indu stry, and to enjoy that degree of liberty 
to which God and the Constitution have given us an un- 
doubted right. 

. Blesse awit h an JnaTssoIuble union, with a variety of in- 
ternal resources, and with a firm reliance on the justice of 
the Supreme Disposer of all human events, we have no 
doubt of rising superiour to all the machinations of evil and 
abandoned Ministers. We already anticipate the golden 
period, when liberty, with all the gentle arts of peace and 
humanity, shall establish her mild dominion in this Western 
world, and erect eternal monuments to the memory of those 
Yittuous_patriots and martyrs, who shall have fought and 
bled, and suffered in her .cause. .. __ 

Accept our most grateful acknowledgments for the 
friendly disposition you have always shown towards us. 
We know that you are not without your grievances. We 
sympathize with you in your distress, and are pleased to 
find that the design of subjugating us has persuaded Ad- 
ministration Jo dispense to Ireland some vagrant rays of 
Ministerial sunshine. Even the fender mercies of Gov- 
ernment have Jong been cruel towards you. In the rich 
pastures oi Ireland, many hungry parricides have fed and 
grown strong to labour in its destruction^ We hope the 
patient abiding of the meek may not always be forgotten ; 
and God grant that the iniquitous schemes of extirpating 
liberty from the IJritish Empire, may be soon defeated. 
But we s houl d be wanting to ourselves ; we should be per- 
fidious to posterity; we should beiunwortby that ancestry 
from w hich we derive our de scent, should we submit, with 
folded arms, to military butchery and depredation, to gratify 
the lordly ambition, or sate the avarice of a British Min- 
istry. In defence of our persons and properties, under 
actual violation, we have taken up arms ; when that vio- 
lence shall be removed, and hostilities cease on the part of 
the aggressors, they shall cease on. our part also. For the 
achievemejiLgf„tliis_liappy event, we confide in the good 
offices of our fellow-subjects beyond the Atlantick. Of 
their friendly disposition, we do not yet despond; aware, 
as they must be, that they have nothing more to expect 
from the same common enemy, than the humble favour of 
being last devoured. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at eight o'clock. 

,--'-- ^ Saturday, July 29, 1775. 

, Met according to adjournment. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 
from the Committee of the Whole, and came to the follow- 
ing Resolution : 

Resolved, That the pay of the Commissary-General of 
Musters.be forty Dollars per month. 

That the pay of the Deputy Commissary-General of 
Stores ™d Provisions be sixty Dollars per do. 

Deputy Adjutant-General, fifty Dollars per do. 

Deputy Mustermaster-General, forty Dollars per do. 

Brigade^Major, thirty-three Dollars per do. 



Commissary of Artillery, thirty Dollars per month. 

Judge Advocate, twenty Dollars per do. 

Colonel, fifty Dollars per do. 

Lieutenant-Colonel, forty Dollars per do. 

Major, thirty-three Dollars and one-third per do. 

Captain, twenty Dollars per do. 

Lieutenant, thirteen Dollars and one-third per do. 

Ensign, ten Dollars per do. 

Sergeant, eight Dollars per do. 

Corporal, Drummer, and Fifer, each seven Dollars and 
one-third per do. ....__._ 

Private, six Dollars and two-thirds per do. 

Adjutant, eighteen Dollars and one-third per do. 

Quartermaster, eighteen Dollars and one-third per do, _. 

Chaplain, twenty Dollars per do. 

That the pay of the Light-Infantry be the same as that 
in the Regiment, from a Captain to a Private, both in- 
cluded. 

That in the Artillery, the pay of a Captain be twenty- 
six Dollars and two-thirds per month. 

Captain-Lieutenant, twenty Dollars per do. 

First and Second Lieutenants, eighteen Dollars and one- 
third per do. 

Lieutenant-Fireworker, thirteen Dollars and one-third 
per do. 

Sergeant, eight Dollars and one-third per do. 

Corporal, seven Dollars and a half per do. 

Bombardier, seven Dollars per do. 

Matrosses, six Dollars and five-sixths of a Dollsir per do. 

That the appointment of Provost-Marshal, Wagon-Mas- 
ter, and Master Carpenter, be left to the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Army, who is to fix thei r pay, having regard 
to the pay sue!) receive in the Ministerial Army, and the 
proportion that the pay of the Officers in said Army bears 
to the pay of our Officers. .!_.'... 

William Tudor, Esquire, was elected Judge Itdvocate 
of the Army. 

Resolved, That Michael HMIegas and George Clymer, 
Esquires, be, and they are hereby appointed joint Treasu- 
rers of the. United Colonies; that the Treasurers reside in 
Philadelphia, and that they shall give T)ond, with surety, 
for the faithful performance of their office, in the sum of 
One Hundred Thousand Dollars, to John Hancock, Henry 
Middleton, John Dickinson, John Alsop, Thomas Lynch, 
Richard Henry Lee, and JamesJVilson, Esquires, and the 
sumvtsr of them, in trust for the United_ Colonies, 

That the Provincial Assemblies or Conventions do each 
choose a Treasurer for their respective Colonies, and take 
sufficient security for the faithful, performance of the trust. 

That each Colony provide ways anrT means to sinlt its 
proportion of the BjIJs ordered to be emitted by this Con- 
gress, in such manner as may be most effectual and best 
adapted to the condition, cirCumsllihceS, and usual mode of 
levying taxes in such Colony. "" 

That the proportion or quota of each Colony be deter- 
mined according to the number of inhabTtants, of all ages, 
including negroes and mulattoes in each Colony; but, as 
this cannot at present be ascertained, that the quotas of the 
several Colonies be settled, for the present, as follows, to 
undergo a revision and correction when the list of each 
Colony is obtained: . : ~ : 



New.Hampsliire, 124.0C9J, 

Massachusetts-Bay, 431,244 
Rhode-tskiid, 7l',959J 

Connecticut, 248,139 

New-York, 248,139 
New-Jersey, " . 161,2904 

Pennsylvania, 372,2084 



Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 



37,2194" 
310,1744 
496,278 
248,139 
24B,139 

3,000,000 



That each Colorjy pay its respective quota in four equal 
annual payments ; the first payment to be made on or be- 
fore the last day of November, which will be in the year of 
our Lord, 1779; the second on or before the last day of 
November, 1780; the third on or before the last day of" 
November, 1781 ; and the fourth and last, on or before the 
last day. of November, 1782. And t hat for th is end the 
several Provincial Assemblies OT-Cpjnvjjntjons provide for 
laying and levying Taxes in their respectivenProvinces or 
Colonies, towards sinking "the. Continental Bills; that the 
said Bills be; received by the Collectors in payment of such 
taxes, 'and be by the. said CgD.ectOTS.'paid into the hands of 
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the Provincial Treasure rs, with all such other moneys as 
|hey may receive in lieu of the Continental Bills, which 
6the r_mon eys the said Provincial Treasurer shall endeavour 
to geT exchangecT lor Continental Bills; and where that 
<Bffin6Lbe done. shall send to the Continental Treas u reis 
,|he deficienc y in silver or gold, with the Bills making up 
tbj quota to be sunk in that year, taking care to cut, by a 
circular punch of an inch diameter, a hole in each Bill, and 
tCMcrqssjhe same , thereby to render them unpassable, though 
the sum or value is to remain fairly legible. And the Con- 
tinental Treasurers, as fast as they receive the said quotas, 
shall, with the assistance of a Committee of five persons, 
to be appointe d by the Congress, if sitting, or by the As- 
sembly or Convention of the Province of Pennsylvania, 
examine anil count the Continental Bills, and in the pre- 
sence of the said Committee, burn and destroy them. And 
the silver and gold sent them to make up the deficiencies 
of quotas, they shall retain in their bands until demanded 
in_ redemption of Continental Bills that may be brought to 
them for that purpose, which Bills so redeemed, they shall 
also burn and destroy in presence of the said Committee. 
And the Treasurers, whenever they have silver or gold in 
their hands for the redemption of Continental Bills, shall 
advertise the same, signifying that they are ready to give 
silver or gold for such Bills, to all persons requiring it in 
exchange. 

The Provincial Treasurers and Collectors are to have 
such allowances for their respective services," as shall be 
directed by the several Assemblies or Conventions, to be 
paid by tbeir respective Province or Colony. 

That the Continental Treasurers be allowed for tbeir 
service this year, five hundred Dollars each. 

Resolved, That the Paymaster-General, Commissary- 
General, Quartermaster-General, and every" of their Depu- 
ties, shall take an oath, truly and faithfully to discharge the 
duties of their respective stations. 

Ordered, That the damaged Powder now in the State- 
House, be delivered to the Committee of the City and 
Liberties of Philadelphia, to be made fit for use. 

Ordered, That the Continental Treasurers do pay to 
Cohnel William Thompson, or his order, Five Thousand 
Dol lars on account , being by advance for the service of a 
attalion of Riflemen under his command. 



i?Mvgd, Mint the Congress will, as soon as the pub- 
ilck liu smess permits, adjourn to the 5th of September 
next. _ .~7/_I_T„'_77!._. - 

Resolved, That this Congress will, on Monday next, 
CfonsiJer_orthe state of Trade, after the 10th of next Sep- 
tember. 



Mr. JlfoRean, from the Committee, reported the form 
of a Bond to tie given by the Continental Treasurers. 

,', P/4§£|^> That the said Committee'do inspect into the 
sufficiency oTThe Sureties. 



fjourned tilF Monday, at eight o'clock. 



:V - V V.'f^H^-^M*-.^ .-'' ■''■' Monday; 1 July 31, 1775. 

The C ongre ss met according to adjournment, 

TEe Uongress took" into consideration the.Report of the 
Qpmmittge on^the Resolve^of the House of Commons, and 
the samejieing debated by paragraphs, was agreed to, as 
follows :.„„,,. ,. w .,..., ..,...,.,,.., 

The several Assemblies of New- Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
and Virginia, having referred to the Congress a Resolu- 
tion of 'the ..House of Commons of Great Britain, which 
Resolutionjs in these words: 
__ - '___ ..T^nse, 20° Die Feb. 1775. 

.^The sHouse in a Committee on the American Paners. 
Motion made, and question proposed : 

"That/It'js^the opinion of this Committee, that when 
the General Council and Assembly, or General Court of 
ariy of his Majesty's Provinces or Colonies in America, 
shall propose to make provision, according 'to the condi- 
tion, cnmmstance, or situation_of such Province or Colony, 
Ipr cqntnbutinjj their proportion to the common defence, 
(such "proportion to be raised under the authority of the 
General Court, or Genera] Assembly of such Province or 
Colony, and disposable by Parliament,) and shall engage 



to make provision also, for the support of the civil Govern- 
ment, and the administration of justice in such Province or 
Colony, it will be proper, if such proposal shall be approved 
by Bis Majesty and the two Houses of Parliament, and for 
soJong as such provision shall be made accordingly, to 
forbear in respect to such Province or Colony, to lay any 
duty, tax, or assessment, or to impose any farther duty, 
tax, or assessment, except only such duties as it may be 
expedient to continue to levy or impose, for the regulation 
of Commerce ; the nett produce or the duties last men- 
tioned, to be carried to the account of such Province or 
Colony respectively." 

The Congress took the said Resolution into considera- 
tion, and are thereupon of opinion: 

That the Colonies of America are entitled to the sole 
and exclusive privilege of giving and granting their own 
money ; that this involves a right of deliberating whether 
they will make any gift, for what purposes it shall be made, 
and what shall be its amount ; and that it is a high breach 
of this privilege for any body of men, extraneous to their 
constitutions, to prescribe the purposes for which money 
shall be levied on them, to take to themselves the authority 
of judging of their conditions, circumstances, and situations, 
and of determining the amount of the contribution to be 
levied. 

That as the Colonies possess a right of appropriating 
their gifts, so are they entitled at all times to inquire into 
their application, to see that they be not wasted among the 
venal and corrupt for the purpp s^of underminin g the civil 
rights of the givers, nor yetbe dive rted to the support of 
standing armies, inconsistent with their freedom and sub- 
versive of their quiet. To propose, therefore, as this Re- 
solution does, that the moneys given by the Colonies shall 
be subject to the disposal of Parliament alone, is to pro- 
pose that they shall relinquish this right of inquiry, and put 
it in the power of others to render their gifts ruinous, in 

proportion as they are liberal, ~~ 

That this privilege of giving or of withholding our 
moneys, is an important barrier against the undue exertion 
of prerogative, which, if left altogether without control, 
may be exercised to our great oppression ; and all history 
shows how efficacious is its intercessions for redress of 
grievancer and re-establishment of rights, and how impro- 
vident it vyould be to part with so powerful a mediator. 

We areof opinion that the proposition contained in this 
Resolution is Unreasonable and insidious : unreasonable, 
because, if we declare we accede to it, we declare without 
reservation we will purchase the favour of Parliament, not 
knowing at the same time at what price they will please to 
estimate their favour. It is insidious, because, individual 
Colonies having bid and bidden again, till they find the 
avidity of the seller too great for all their powers to satisfy, 
are then to return into opposition, divided from their sister 
Colonies whom the Minister will have previously detached 
by a grant of easier terms, or by an artful procrastination 
of a definitive answer. ; ' 

That the suspension of the exercise of their pretended, 
power of taxation, being expressly made commensurate 
with the continuance of our gifts, these must be perpetual 
to make that so. Whereas, no experience has shown that 
a gift of perpetual revenue secnrer a~ perpetual return of 
duty or of kind disposition. On the contrary, the Parlia- 
ment itself, wisely attentive to this observation, are in the 
established practice of granting their Supplies from year to 
year only. 

Desirous and determined as we are, to consider irf the 
most dispassionate view every seeming advance towards a 
reconciliation made by the British Parliament, let our 
brethren of Britain reflect, what vyould have been the 
sacrifice to men of free spirits, had even fair terms been 
proffered, as these insidious proposals were, with circum- 
stances of insult and defiance.. A proposition to give our 
money, accompanied with large fleets and armies, seems 
addressed to our fears rather than to ourjreedom. With 
what patience would Britons have rejceiyed articles of treaty 
from any power on earth when borne on the point of the 
bayonet by military plenipotentiaries? 

We think the attempt unnecessary to raise upon us by 
force or by threats our proportional contributions to the 
common defence, when all knosy and themselves acknow- 
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ledge, we have fully contributed whenever called upon to 
do so in the character of freemen. 

We are of opinion it is not just that the Colonies should 
be required to oblige themselves to other contributions, 
while Great Britain possesses a monopoly of their trade. 
This of itself lays them under heavy contribution. To 
demand, therefore, additional aids in the form of a tax, is 
to demand the double of their equal proportion ; if we are 
to contribute equally with the other parts of the Empire, 
let us equally with them enjoy free commerce with the 
whole world. But while the restrictions on our trade shut 
to us the resources of wealth, is it just we should bear all 
other burdens equally with those to whom every resource 
is open ? 



We conceive (hat the British Parliament has no right 
to intermeddle with our provisions for the support of civil 
Government or administration of justice. The provisions 
we have matte are such as please ourselves, and are agree- 
able to our own circumstances; they answer the substan- 
tial purposes of Government and of justice, and other pur- 
poses than these should not be answered. We do not 
mean that our people shall be burdened _ with oppres- 
sive taxes, to provide sinecures for the idle or the wicked 
under colou r of providing lor a civil list. While Parlia- 
ment pursue their plan of civil Government within their 
own jurisdiction, we also hope to pursue ours without 

molestation, ,__ _: .1 

We are of opinion the proposition is altogether unsatis- 
factory, because it imports only a suspension of the mode, 
not a. .renunciation of the pretended right to tax us. Be- 
cause, too, it does not propose to repeal the several acts of 
Parliament passed for the purposes of restraining the Trade, 
and altering the form of Government of one of our Colo- 
nies ; extending the boundaries and changing the Govern- 
ment of Quebeck; enlarging the jurisdiction of the Courts 
of Admiralty and Ylce- Admiralty ; taking from us the right 
of trial by a jury of the vicinage," in cases affecting both 
life and property; transporting us into other countries to 
be tried for 'criminal" offences; exempting, by mock trial, 
the" murderers of Colonists from punishment; and quarter- 
ing soldiers on us in times of profound peace. Nor do 
they renounce the power of suspending our own Legisla- 
tures, and for legislating for us themselves in all cases 
whatsoever. On the contrary, to show .they mean no dis- 
continuance of injury, they pass acts i at .the very time of 
holding out this proposition, ibr restraining the Commerce 
and Fishejiesrofthe _ Provinces of "New-England, and for 
interdicting the trade of other Colonies with all foreign 
NationsWd with_each_citber» This proves, unequivocally, 
they mean not to relinquish the exercise of indiscriminate 
legislation over us. "'"'.' 

Upon the whole, this proposition seems to have been 
held up to the world to deceive it into a belief, that there 
was npthing in dispute between us but the mode of levying 
taxes; and that the Parliament having now been so good 
as to give up this, the Colonies are unreasonable if not 
perfectly satisfied : Whereas, in truth, our adversaries still 
claim a right of demanding ad libitum, and of taxing us 
. themselves Jo .jLe^fulL amount of iheir demand if we do 
comply with it. This leaves us without any thing we can 
call property. But what is of more importance, and what 
in this proposal they keep out of sight as if no such point 
was nowTircontest between us, they claim a right to alter 
our Charters and establish laws, and leave us without any 
security for our lives or liberties. The proposition seems 
also to have been calculated more particularly to lull into 
fatal security our well-affected fellow-subjects on the other 
side the.water, till time should be given for the operation 
of those arms .which a British Minister pronounced would 
instantaneously reduce the "cowardly" sons of America to 
unreserved submission. But whenrthe world reflects how 
inadequate to justice are these vaunted terms; when it 
attends to the rapid and bold succession of injuries, which, 
during the course of eleven years, have been aimed at these 
ColoniesV when it reviews the pacifick and respectful ex- 
postulations, which, during that whole time, were the sole 
arms we opposed to them; when it observesjhat our com- 
plaints were j3ithM_no^heard at all, or were answered with 
new and accumulated ^ injuries; when it recollects that the 
Minister himseltVon an early occasion, declared "that he 



would never treat with America till he had brought her to 
his feet;" and that an avowed partisan of Ministry has 
more lately denounced against us the dreadful sentence, 
" delenda est Carthago ;" that this was done in the pre- 
sence of a British Senate, and being unreproved by them, 
must be taken to be their own sentiment, (especially as the 
purpose has already in part been carried into execution,) 
by their treatment of Boston and burning of Charlestown; 
when it considers the great armaments with which they 
have invaded us, and the circumstances of cruelty with 
which they have commenced and prosecuted hostilities; 
when these things, we say, are laid together and attentively 
Considered, can the world be deceived into an opinion that 
we are unreasonable, or can it hestitate.to believe with us 
that nothing but our own exertions may defeat the Minis- 
terial sentence of death or abject submission. 

On motion made, Resolved, That Mr. Langdon, Mr. 
J. Adams, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Deane, Mr. Clinton, Mr. 
Crane, Doctor Franklin, Mr. Rodney, Mr. Johnson, Mr. 
Henri/, Mr. Hejces, Mr. Gadsden, and Mr. Hall, be a 
Committee in the recess of Congress to make inquiry in 
all the Colonies after virgin Lead and Leaden Ore, and 
the best methods of collecting," smelting, and refining it. 
- Resolved, That the above named gentlemen be a Com- 
mittee in the recess of Congress, to inquire into the 
cheapest and easiest methods of making Salt in these 
Colonies. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress took 
under consideration the state of Trade after the 10th of 
September, and after some debate the same was postponed . 
to a future day. 

On motion made, Resolved, That when the Congress 
adjourns for recess, it be adjourned to meet at Phila- 
delphia. 

Two Petitions were laid before the Congress respecting 
disputes between the people of Connecticut and Penn- 
sylvania, on Lands lying on the waters of Susquehanna r; 
and the same being read, 

Ordered, To lie on the table for the perusal of the 
Members. 

Two Petitions, one from sundry Merchants in New-York, 
and the other from sundry Merchants in Philadelphia, re- 
specting the sale of Teas imported before the Association, 
were laid before the Congress. 

Ordered, To lie on the table, '."." ~ 

Adjournedtill to-morrow, at eight o'clock. 



Tuesday, August 1, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Resolved, That the sum of Five Hundred ThousancLDol- 
lars be immediately forwarded from the Continental Trea- 
sury to the Paymaster-General, to be applied to the use of 
the Army in Massachusetts-Bay, in such manner as Gen- 
eral Washington, or the Commander-in-Chief for the time 
being, by his warrants shall limit and_ appoint ; and if the 
above sum shall be expended before the next meeting 
of the Congress, then, that General Washington, or the 
Commander-in-Chief for the time being, be empowered to 
draw upon the Continental Treasury, for the sum of Two 
Hundred Thousand Dollars in, favour of the Paymaster- 
General, to be applied for the use and in the manner 
above mentioned, . -. .. 

Ordered, That the Delegates for Pennsylvania be a 
Committee to receive and count the abjjve sum of Five 
Hundred Thousand Dojlars, and forward the same, under 
the care of the Delegates of Massachusetts-Bay, provided 
so much is now ready in the Treasury. If that is not the 
case, then to receive, count, and forward by the said Dele- 
gates what is ready, and the remainder "by the first oppor- 
tunity, in the safest and best manner. 

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding One Hundred and 
Seventy-five Thousand Dollars be paid to the Provincial 
Convention of New r York, fc r Be applied towards the dis- 
charge of the moneys" advanced and the deb ts co n tracted 
for the publick service, hf the said ProvmcTai Convention 
and the Comrnittee of Albany, in pursuance - of the direc- 
tions of this Congress; and that the said Provincial Con- 
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' VenffoiragcomTl to this Congress at their next meeting for 
Misapplication ot the said money. 

$''$esolveli,T£tCl^ TreasTifers be,"and'"th'ey are hereby 
Ora^e Tto"pav to t he~DeIegates of the Colony of Connecti- 
iuff\\ z7Eliph alet Dyer, Roger Sherman, and Silas Deane, 
Inquires, the sumof Fifty Thousand Dollars, to be by them 
paid unto the Governour and Company of the said Colony, 
in part of the sums by them disbursed in the Continental 
service; the said Governour and Company to_ account 
therefor. 

Resolved, That the sum of One Hundred Thousand Dol- 
lars b e. immediately forwarded from the Continental Trea- 
sury to the Paymaster-General, to be applied to the use of 
the Army in the New- York Department, in such manner as 
General Schuyler, by his warrant, shall limit and appoint; 
and that if the above sum shall be expended before the 
next meeting of Congress, then that General Schuyler, or 
the Commander-in-Chief for the time being, in that depart- 
ment, be empowered to draw upon the.Continental Trea- 
sury for a further sum, not exceeding Two Hundred Thou- 
sand, Dollars, to be applied for the use and in .the manner, 
above, mentioned. 

Resolved, ^t bat t he sum of Sixteen Thousand Dollars be 
paid to the Delegates of the Colony o{ Pennsylvanig, in 
full for the like sum by them borrowed by order of the 
Congress, on the third of June last, for the _use of the 
Continent. 

Resolved, That the sumof Two Hundred and Ninety- 
Three Dollars be paid to the Delegates of South- Carolina, 
for t he, e xpense and freight of transporting a quantity of 
Powder from South- Carolina to this place, by order of the 
Congress. 

Resolved, That the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars be 
placed in the hands of the Delegates of Pennsylvania, or 
any three of them, for contingent services, and that out of 
the same be paid the expenses incurred Toorajsing and 
arming the Rifle Companies, and for Expresses and other 
small charges, of which the Congress have not been able 
to procure exact accounts; and that the. saJd-Comniittee 
do lay before the Congress, at their next meeting, an ac- 
count of their proceeding in that matter. - 

Resolved, That out of the Powder belonging to the 
Continent now in this City, five tons be senf to General 
Washington, in the speediest and safest manner, by the 
Delegates of the; Colony of Pennsylvania. 

That out of the next that arrives, the Delegates of 
New- Jersey be allowed to purchase one thousand pounds 
for the use of the western parts of. their Colony; and that 



the Delegates of the lower Counties on Delaware, be 



allowed to purchase one th ousand pounds for the use of 
said Counties. 

That out of the same parcel the quantity of one ton be 
reserved for North- Carolina, to be lodged in the Magazine 
of New- York, and delivered to the order of the Speaker 
of the Assembly, or President of the Convention of North- 
Carolina, provided the necessity of General Washington 
and General Schuyler will admit. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Petitions 
respecting the disputes between the people of Connecticut 
and Pennsylvania, and after some debate, 

Resolved, That the farther consideration of this matter 
be referred to the next meeting of this Congress. 

The Congress having reconsidered a Resolve passed the 
1,1th July, respecting the employing of fifty Hussars, 
■ Resolved, TEat theDelegates of this Province be de- 
sired not to proceed in executing said Resolve ; and if any 
Hussars are engaged or enlisted, to discharge the same ; 
and that the said .Delegates settle and pay any expenses 
already incurred in consequenejTof the former Resolve, 
and report their proceeding to the Congress at their next 
meeting. 

Whereas, at a former Congress it was resolved, that if 
certain Acts of Parliament, in the Continental Association 
enumerated and complained of, should not be repealed on 
or before the tenth day of September, 1775, the inhabitants 
of these.United Colonies would not, directly or indirectly, 
export ahyMerchandise or coimnodity whatsoever to Great 
Britain, Ireland, or the Westjndies ; and as some doubts 
have arisen with respect to the true spirit and construction 
of said Resolveyto the end that such doubts may be re- 
moved : _ _^ 

Resolved, That under trie prohibition, In the said Asso- 
ciation contained, to export to, or import from the Islands 
of Great Britain and Ireland, this Congress intends to 
comprise all exportation to, or importation from the Islands 
of Jersey, Guernsey, Sark, Alderney, and M«n,Tmd every 
European Island and Settlement witliin tlie British Domi- 
nions ; and that under the denomination of the West-Indies, 
this Congress means to comprehend all the West-India 
Islands, British and foreign, to whatever State, Power, 
or Prince belonging, or by whomsoever governed, and 
also the Summer Islands, Baha ma Islands , Bcrbicia and 
Surinam on i the. Main, and every Island and Settlement 
within the latitude, of the southern line of Georgia and the 
equator. ' .__:_.;„_ ...._" 

Adjourned to Tuesday, the fifth day of September next. 
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Letters to London, ... 1092-3 
General Burgoyne to Lord Stanley, - - 1094 
Observations on the above, ... 1095 
General Gage to Lord Dartmouth, with a 
List of Killed and Wounded, and Obser- 
vations thereon, - - 1097,1102 
General Gage to Lord Dunmore, - - 1 107 
Officers in Army — Letters to Philadelphia, 1118 
Massachusetts Committee of Safety — their 

Account, ..... 1373 
Massachusetts Congress to Continental Con- 
gress, 1429 

Albany Committee to Massachusetts Con- 

- - - - - 1454 



Bunker's Hill — 

Virginia Delegate to a Gentleman in Wil- 

liamsburgh, ..... 1573 

Account by General Washington — Position 
of the Army, and List of Killed and 
Wounded, .... 1624-28 

Burr, Aaron, and Matthew Ogden, introduced to 

General Washington, - - - - 1689 
Burgoyne, Gen. — Address at Philadelphia, signed 

" A Pennsylvanian," - - 910, 1008 

Letter from General Charles Lee, - - 925 
Letter to Lord Stanley on Battle of Bunker's 

Hill, 1094 

Remarks on the above, ... - 1095 
Letter to General Charles Lee, - 1503, 1610 
Massachusetts Congress on Letter from to 

General Lee, 1638 

Letter from General C. Lee, - - 1638 

Remarks of " An Old Man " on above, - 1639 
" A Countryman " to General Burgoyne, - 1641 
Bradford, W. &f T., to Printers of a Publick Paper 

in London, ..... 1608 

Brewer, Jonathan, petitions Massachusetts Congress 
for permission to enter Canada with five 
hundred Volunteers, ... 462 

Brockenbrough, Austin, proceedings against by Com- 
mittee of King George County, Virginia, - 337 
Brown, John, to Committee of Correspondence, Bos- 
ton, on Affairs in Canada, &c, - - 243 
Taken Prisoner, - - -421,430 

Canada — 

Letter on Address of Continental Congress, 231 
John Brown's Letter to Committee of Bos- 
ton, 243 

Committee of Montreal to the Massachusetts 

Committee of Safety, ... 305 

Intercepted Letter, signed A. Mabane, to 

Colonel Philip Skene, - - - 402 

New Commission to Guy Carleton, Govern- 

our of Quebeck, .... 403 

Remarks on Governour's Commission, - 425 
Ethan Allen to Merchants of Montreal, on 

Ticonderoga and Indians, ... 639 
Account of the taking of St. John's, - 686 
Proceedings of Continental Congress thereon, 706 
Massachusetts Congress respecting Embas- 
sy to, 804 

Expedition against proposed by Ethan Allen, 891 
New- York Provincial Congress to Inhabi- 
tants of Quebeck, .... 893 
New-Hampshire Congress to Massachusetts 

Congress, ..... 902 

Ethan Allen to Inhabitants, ... 904 
James Easton to Massachusetts Congress, - 919 
Ethan Allen to Massachusetts Congress, - 939 
Proclamation by Governour Carleton, - 940 
Stockbridge Indians to Caughnawagas, - 1002 
Governour Trumbull to Massachusetts Con- 
gress on Indians and Canadian Noblesse, 1026 
Bucknam and Wales to Colonels Bailey and 

Hurd, - 1041 

Albany Committee to Continental Congress, 1048 
Andrew Gilman appointed honorary Lieuten- 
ant by Massachusetts Congress, - 1090, 1444 
English Merchants to General Carleton, - 1125 
Provincial Congress of New- York to the 

Merchants, 1294 

Proceedings of Massachusetts Provincial Con- 
gress, ...... 1395 

Reverend Doctor Wheelock to New-Hamp- 
shire Congress, - - - - -1541 

Brook Watson to New- York Congress, - 1571 
Correspondence of Governour Trumbull and 
General Schuyler, .... 1594 

Letter from Montreal to a Gentleman in Eng- 
land, 1623 

Examination of Garret Roseboom before Al- 
bany Committee, .... 1670 
Continental Congress to Inhabitants, - - 1838 
Letter from Colonel Arnold on preparations 

against Ticonderoga, .... 1840 
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Commons, House of, (See Parliament.} 

Concord, attempted march upon from Boston, - 253 

Attack by the British, ... 359-64 

Expresses to the South — their course to 
Charlestown, South-Carolina, - 365-9 

Detailed Statement of Attack by British on 
19 April, 1775, with List of Killed and 
Wounded, .... 391-3 

Accounts from Worcester and Williamsburgh, 
and Intercepted British Letters on Attack 
of Lexington and Concord, - 436-41 

Provincial Congress of Massachusetts trans- 
mit Depositions to Continental Congress 
concerning the Attack, - - 486, 501 

Reverend William Gordon's Account of At- 
tack, 625 

Committee appointed to take Depositions 
thereon, ..... 765 

Narrative and Depositions ordered to be pub- 
lished by Massachusetts Congress, - 813 

London Constitutional Society Subscription 
for Sufferers, ..... 921 

British Account of Attack, ... 945 

Strictures on Gazette account at London, - 948 

Massachusetts Congress and Committee of 
Safety Proceedings, ... 1028 

Congress, Continental — 

Address against choosing Delegates, at New- 
York, ..... 44,51 

Lord Dunmore's Proclamation against elec- 
tion of Delegates, .... 236 

Georgia Delegates — Reasons for not attend- 
ing, 279 

Westchester Borough, New- York, declines 
to choose Delegates, ... 282 

White Plains, New- York — Invitation to meet 
and vote against, .... 282 

Letter from Provincial Congress of Massa- 
chusetts, enclosing Copies of Depositions 
sent to London — Address to Inhabitants of 
Great Britain, and Letter to B. Franklin, 
Colony Agent, concerning affair at Lex- 
ington and Concord, - - 486-501 

Petition from Ridgebury to Governour of 
Connecticut, ..... 536 

Hartford, Connecticut, on Post-Offices — Per- 
sons appointed to receive and forward 
Letters — Post-Riders, &c, - - 536 

New- York Committee — Account of Capture 
of Ticonderoga, .... 605 

Recommendation to New- York Committee 
concerning British Troops, - - 618 

Massachusetts Congress on the state of the 
Army, 620 

Provincial Congress of New-Hampshire to 
their Delegates, - - - 695, 894-5 

Proceedings respecting Canada, - - 706 

Massachusetts Congress with Letter from 
Colonel Arnold, - - - - 721 

Condition of New -Hampshire stated by their 
Delegates, ..... 725 

William Gilliland on state of Ticonderoga 
and Crown Point, - - - - 731 

Letter from Ethan Allen, - - - 732 

Letter from Benedict Arnold, 734, 976, 1066, 1646 

Massachusetts Congress appoint Committee 
to confer on subject of Civil Government, 801 

Letter from James Rivington, - - 836 

Letter to New- York Committee, enclosing 
Resolutions, ..... 844 

New- York Congress to their Delegates, - 873 
956, 975, 984, 1802 '4 '5 

New- York Committee on James Rivington, 899 

Elbridge Gerry to Massachusetts Delegates, 905 

Letter from General Ward and others, - 906 

Letter from Provincial Congress of New- 
York, - 931, 983, 1017, 1255, 1734 

Governour Trumbull to President, - 940, 

1035, 1067, 1106, 1606 

President to New- York Congress, - - 954, 

1076, 1132, 1673 



Congress, Continental— 

New- York Delegates to Provincial Congress, 954, 
1016, 1137, 1591, 1674, 1752 
President to Massachusetts Congress, 955, 1000 
Same to New-Hampshire Congress, - 956, 1034 
Letter from Council of Officers on Ticonde- 
roga and Crown Point, ... 957 
Letter from Massachusetts Congress, - 959, 

970, 1039, 1503, 1616 
Delegates from New-Hampshire to their Pro- 
vincial Congress, - - - - 1 035 
Letter from Albany Committee, - - 1048 
Proposed Vindication and offer to Parliament 
drawn up in a Committee, 25th of June, 
1775, ... . 1081-4 
Letter from General Washington, - - 1084, 
1085, 1624, 1705 '10' 36 
Army Officers appointed, - - - 1114 
Committee of Massachusetts Congress, - 1120 
Letter from General Schuyler, - - 1123, 
1133, '37, 1530, '35,' '36, 1645, '65, '69, 
1702, '29, '34, '45, '60 
Letter from General Ward, - - - 1140 
Yorktown Committee to Pennsylvania Dele- 
gates, - - - 'f- - - 1524 
Letter from Walter Spooner on Ticonderoga 

and Canada, .... 1539-41 
South-Carolina Delegates from Charlestown 

Committee, enclosing intercepted Letters, 1567 
Letter from Governour of Rhode-Island, - 1572 
New-Hampshire Delegates from N. Hamp- 
shire Committee of Safety, - - 1612 
Letter from New-Hampshire Congress, - 1613 
Letter from General Washington, with a true 
Account of the British Troops killed and 
wounded at Charlestown, &c, - - 1659 
Letter from Elisha Phelps, Commissary, - 1700 
Letter to New- Hampshire Provincial Con- 
gress, 1711 

Letter from General Wooster, - - - 1711 
Letter from New- York Committee of Safety, 1719 
To the People of Virginia and Pennsylva- 
nia, from their Delegates, ... 1723 
New- York Committee of Safety to the De- 
legates, - - - 1780, '84, '93, '97 
Congress convenes at Philadelphia, 10 May, 

1775, --.... 1819 
Doors to be kept shut — Proceedings secret — 
Circular Letter from Agents in London, 
1824 — Letter from Massachusetts Con- 
gress — Lyman Hall Delegate from St. 
John's Parish, Georgia — Timothy Matlack 
appointed Clerk — Henry Ward, Delegate 
from Rhode-Island — Resolution respect- 
ing Troops expected at New- York — Ex- 
portation to British Provinces prohibited 
— Resolutions concerning Ticonderoga, 
&c. — Members present at Philadelphia, 
19 May, 1775, (vide Note, page 1834)— 
Peyton Randolph, President, vacates the 
Chair, and John Hancock appointed — ■ 
Resolutions on state of America — Resolu- 
tions of House of Commons, 20 February, 
1775 — Resolutions for defence of New- 
York — Letter to Inhabitants of Canada — 
Committee on Post-Office — Paper pro- 
duced, said to be from Lord North — Let- 
ter from Colonel Arnold on Ticonderoga, 
&c. — Resolution on Canada — Letter from 
the Massachusetts Provincial Congress — 
Twelve United Colonies, 1844 — Resolu- 
tion on Government of Massachusetts- 
Bay — George Washington appointed Ge- 
neral and Commander-in-Chief, 1848 — 
Army Officers increased — Brigadier-Ge- 
nerals appointed — North-Carolina autho- 
rized to raise Troops — General Schuyler 
ordered to Ticonderoga — Articles of War 
— Declaration of the causes and necessity 
of taking up Arms, 1865 — Letter to the 
Lord Mayor, &c, of London — Petition to 
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the King, signed by the Members — Ad- 
dress to Inhabitants of Great Britain — 
Indian Departments and Commissioners 
appointed — Address to the Six Nations of 
Indians — Recommend Organization of Mi- 
litia — Joseph Trumbull appointed Com- 
missary-General — Letter from Georgia, 
appointing Delegates — Articles of Con- 
federation and Perpetual Union, proposed 
in Committee of the Whole — Address to 
Assembly of Jamaica — Journal to be re- 
vised and printed — Report on General 
Post-Office agreed to — B. Franklin chosen 
Postmaster-General — Army Hospital es- 
tablished — Address to the People of Ire- 
land — Army Pay — Report of Resolution 
of House of Commons of 20 February, 
1775 — Moneys appropriated for the use 
of several Colonies — Resolution on Expor- 
tation and Importation extended — Ad- 
journed, .... 1819-1904 
Connecticut — 

Proceedings in the case of certain disaffected 
Officers of Militia, and recommending Con- 
tributions to Boston, ... 107 
Vote of Thanks to Assembly of Jamaica, - 108 
General Assembly's Letter to Earl of Dart- 
mouth, 108 

Letter to Mr. Rivington, - - - 1 10 
Fairfield Committee Proceedings, - - 176 
Guilford Committee Proceedings, - - 222 
Letter from Thomas Life, Agent, to Govern- 
our, on Rev. Samuel Peters — Forfeiture 
of Charter and Susquehannah Proprietors, 278 
Fairfield Committee to Committee of New- 
York, on Attack of Lexington and Con- 
cord, 363 

Committee of Correspondence to John Han- 
cock, 372 

Agreementof Volunteers under Capt. Arnold, 383 
Letter to House of Commons from Assem- 
bly of Rhode-Island, voting to raise an 
Army of fifteen hundred Men, &c, - 389 

Massachusetts Committee of Safety, asking 

assistance, ..... 402 

Assembly meets — Embargo on Exportation 
of Provisions — Conference with Govern- 
our Gage — News-Carriers employed — 
Provision for their Troops at Boston — An 
Act for equipping Inhabitants for special 
defence — Arms ordered to be procured — ■ 
Volunteers to be raised — Officers appoint- 
ed — Six Regiments organized — Funds 
raised — Taxes imposed — Collection of 
Debts suspended — Debtors exempted from 
Imprisonment, ... - 409-422 
Colonel Isaac Lee to Governour Trumbull, 423 
Jedediah Huntington to Jonathan Trumbull, 423 
Governour Trumbull to Governour Gage, - 433 
Answer to above, enclosing his account of the 

affair at Lexington and Concord, - 434-5 

Theophilus Morgan to Governour Trumbull, 449 
General Gage to Governour Trumbull, - 482 
Joel Clark to Governour Trumbull, - - 544 
Assembly meets — Acts for forming and regu- 
lating Militia — Manufacturing Fire-Arms 
— Rules and Regulations of Army — Lead 
Mines in Middletown to be worked— 
News-Carriers appointed — Pay of the 
Army — Several Officers cashiered — Ma- 
nufactures encouraged — All private busi- 
ness before General Assembly postponed — 
Papers and Documents transmitted to 
Continental Congress, - - 559-576 

Erastus Wolcott and others to Massachusetts 
Congress, on Capture of Ticonderoga and 

Crown Point, 618 

Nathaniel Wales and others to Speaker of 

Assembly, on Canada and the Indians, - 685 
Petition of William Delaplace to General 
Assembly, 698 



Connecticut — 

Colonel Joseph Spencer to General Assem- 
bly, ...... 706 

Ethan Allen on Indian Affairs, - - 713 

General Assembly to Massachusetts Con- 
gress, ...--- 719 
General Assembly from Massachusetts Con- 
gress, - - - - - 722 

Colonel Henshaw attends General '.Assem- 
bly with Message from Massachusetts, - 724 
J. Trumbull, Jr., to his brother, - - 728 
New-Milford Committee Proceedings, - 730 
New-Haven Selectmen to the Governour, - 730 
Assembly to Albany Committee on Ticon- 
deroga, ------ 731 

Massachusetts Congress concerning Ticonde- 
roga and the jurisdiction thereof, - 808-9, 877 
Committee to Provincial Congress of New- 
York, ----- 838 '43 

Benedict Arnold to General Assembly, - 840 
James Curgenven to Governour Trumbull, - 912 
Stamford Committee Proceedings on Sylva- 

nus Whitney and his Tea, - - 920 
Alexander McDougall to Greenwich Com- 
mittee, 967 

Gen. Wooster to New- York Congress, - 1001 
Same to Governour Trumbuil, - - 1010 
Committee of War, Proceedings, - - 1 037 
Letter from Massachusetts Congress, - 1383 
Assembly meets, 1 July, 1775— Wm. Wil- 
liams, Speaker, Richard Law, Clerk — Act 
for equipping Inhabitants — Officers ap- 
pointed — Troops to be supplied with Fire- 
Arms — Lead Mine to be worked — two 
Vessels of War ordered — Communica- 
tion to Oneida Indians — Fifty thousand 
Pounds, in Bills of Credit, issued — Taxes 
imposed — Petition from Roxbury in favour 
of General Spencer — Report thereon — 
Letter from Benjamin Henshaw on Ma- 
nufacture of Lead — Report of Committee 
on Lead — Report of Committee on In- 
dians, 1579-90 

Association of Merchants and others of New- 
York, to give currency to Bills of Credit, 1622 
Committee of Safety Proceedings, - 1658, 1720 
Constitutional Society at London, Letters and Do- 
nations to, .... 54-55 
Subscription for Sufferers at Lexington and 
Concord, ..... 921 
Council, Orders in, prohibiting export of Arras and 

Ammunition, .... - 277 

Chelsea, Massachusetts, Battle of - - - 719 

Church, Doctor Benjamin, from Nath'l Freeman, - 473 

Bearer of Despatches to Continental Con- 



gress, 



- 806 



Letter to Mr. Kane, Major of Brigade, Bos- 
ton, 1713 

" The Crisis," a Publication at London in favour of 
American Liberty, unanimously ordered 
by Parliament to be burned by the com- 
mon hangman, ... 55 7 76 
Letter from London on the same, - - 118 
No 13 of the same, .... 677 
Crown Point, See Ticonderoga. 
Dartmouth, Earl of, Letter to Governour of Vir- 
ginia, -..--- 25 
Same (private) to the Governours of the 

Colonies, 26-27 

Remarks thereon by " Ignotus," - - 236 
Letter to Governour of Pennsylvania, - 26 
Letter to Governour of New-York, - 29 

Letter from Governour of Connecticut, - 108 
Letter to Governour of Pennsylvania on Ge- 
neral Congress and Maryland Boundary, 130 
Letter to General Gage, - - 336, 1517 

Circular to Governours of the Colonies, - 337 
Letter to Governour of Georgia, (Sir William 

Wright, Bart.,) .... 475 
Letter to Governour Martin, of North-Caro- 
lina, 476 
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Dartmouth, Earl of- — 

Letter to Governour John Penn, of Pennsyl- 
vania, - - - - - - 478 

Letter from Governour Gage, - - 609 

968, 1097, 1718, 1723 
Letter to Governour Tryon, of New-York, 677 
Delaware — 

Assembly meets 13 March, 1775 — Approve 
Proceedings of Delegates in Continental 
Congress — Pass Bill to prohibit Importa- 
tion of Slaves — Governour refuses his as- 
sent to said Bill — Delegates appointed to 
next American Congress, their Instruc- 
tions- — Letter from American Agents in 
London — Petition from Newcastle and 
Kent, to establish a Militia — Message from 
Governour John Penn, - - 126-129 
Newcastle County Field Officers chosen, - 172 
Kent County Committee of Inspection — 
Proceedings on a Publication by Robert 
Holliday, and his retraction, - - 466 
Newcastle Committee and Grand Jury Pro- 
ceedings, 633 

Commanders of Forces chosen, - - 660 
Kent County Association and Proceedings, 704 
Assembly Proceedings, ... 935 
Broad Creek Committee Proceedings, - 1032 
Sussex County Proceedings on Thomas Ro- 
binson, 1682 

Delancey, Oliver, denies that a certain Letter was 

written by him, .... 445 

Derby, Richard, Jun., to General Ward, informing 
of the sailing of British Transports with 
Hessian and other Troops, - - 474 

Letter to Captain James Kirkwood, of Mas- 
sachusetts, - - - - - 1041 

Dickinson, John, Letter from " Senex " on Penn- 
sylvania Farmer's Letters, - - 211 
Letter to Arthur Lee, - - 443, 1604 
Ditson, Thomas, Tarred and Feathered, - - 93 
Selectmen of Billerica to Governour Gage on 
same, - - - - - - 153 

Doolittle, Colonel E., to John Hancock, President, 

&c, - - - - - - 177 

Dmmore, Earl of, Governour of Virginia — Thanks 
of Convention for his conduct in the In- 
dian War, - - - - - 170 

Proclamation on Western Boundary, - 174 

Same against election of Delegates to Con- 
tinental Congress, .... 236 

Address of Freeholders of Fincastle County, 
and his Answer, .... 301 

Address to, from Williamsburgh, on his re- 
moval of Gunpowder, ... 371 
Proclamation of 3 May, 1775, - - - 465 
Same against Patrick Henry and others, - 516 
Same convening Assembly, - 578 
Proceedings of Caroline County on his con- 
duct and that of Captain Montague, - 640 
Retires with his Family on board Man-of- 

War, 975 

Letter from General Gage on Battle of Bun- 
ker's Hill, 1107 

Messages to and from House of Burgesses, 1185 
Reasons for his retiring on board the Fowey 
Man-of-War, as published in London, (see 

Note,) 1202 

Detailed Report of Committee of House of 
Burgesses, on his conduct at Williams- 
burgh, 1209 

Extended Address of House of Burgesses on 
the condition of the Colony, - - 1222 

Elmsley, Alexander, Agent in London, to Samuel 

Johnston, of North-Carolina, - - 296 

England — 

Address to the People by "Brecknock," 51, 341 
Plan of Accommodation with, suggested by 

New- York Congress, - - - 1315 

Farther Discussions on, ... 1326 

Finch, William, Letter and Contribution to Consti- 
tutional Society, London, - - 55 



Fisheries, Bill prohibiting, passed House of Com- 
mons, - - - - - - 123 

Act of Parliament communicated, - - 276 
Newfoundland not allowed to be supplied 
with Provisions, - - - - 1341 

Folsom, Nathaniel, from Colonel Bartlett, - 1022 

Letter to New-Hampshire Committee of 

Safety, - 1063, '69, '81, '92, 1121, 1529 
Letter from New-Hampshire Committee of 
Safety, - - - 1109, '28, 1529 

Foster, Jedediah, informs Massachusetts Congress 

of the call for the Congress of Connecticut, , 378 
Fothergill, Doctor, meets Doctor Franklin in con- 
ference on American Affairs, - - 181 
Floyd, Benjamin, signs Address against Continental 

Congress, - - - - - 36 

Declaration of Inhabitants of Brookhaven on 
above Address, - - - - 117 

Florida, Tobacco exported from, in 1775, - 394 

Governour Montford Browne's Settlement on 

the Mississippi and Mobile Rivers, 992-1000 
Letter, from John Durade to Gov. Browne, 
on his Settlement of West-Florida, (see 
Note,) - - - _ - ,- '5 - 994 
Letter of John Stuart, Superintendent of In- 
dian Affairs at St. Augustine, to Commit- 
tee of Intelligence of Charlestown, South- 
Carolina, - - - - - 1681 

FranMin, Benjamin, Agent in London, Letter to De- 
laware Assembly, - 127 
Letter to Arthur Lee, - - - 162 
Account of Private Negotiations in London — 
His interview with Mrs. Howe — with 
Messrs. Barclay &, Fothergill — with Lord 
Howe — with Gov. Pownall — with Lord 
Chatham — with Lord Stanhope — Lord 
Chatham's Motion and Speech in Parlia- 
ment — Lord Dartmouth's Speech, and 
others — Several Projects of Reconcilia- 
tion — Proposed Memorial to the Earl of 
Dartmouth, - - - - 178-210 

Anonymous Remarks on his Plan of Union 
of the Colonies, - - - - 396 

Returns from London, 5th May 1775, and 
appointed a Delegate to Continental Con- 
gress, ...... 455 

Letter to Doctor Priestly, in London, 615, 1603 
Letter to Pennsylvania Assembly, - - 1167 
Chosen Postmaster-General, - - 1893 

Fraser, Simon, Major-General, and others, Claims 

for Lands in New- York, - - - 135 
Freeman, Enoch, to Samuel Freeman, - - 550 
Freeman, Nathaniel, to Dr. Benjamin Church, - 473 
Gage, General Thomas, To be re-enforced, - 123 
Letter to Governour Martin, North-Caro- 
lina, 317 

Letter from Earl of Dartmouth, - 336, 1517 
Letter from Doctor Joseph Warren, - 370 

Agreement with Town of Boston, - - 375 
His Despatches from England attempted to 

be intercepted, - - - . 383,450 
Letter from Governour Trumbull, - - , 433 
Answer thereto, enclosing his account of the 

affair at Lexington and Concprd, 434-'5 
Letter to Governour Trumbull, - - 482 
Letter from Members of New- York Assem- 
bly, 513 

Letters to Earl of Dartmouth, - - 609, 

968, 1718, 1723 
Letter from "Junius A mericanus," - - 741 
Provincial Congress of Massachusetts de- 
nounce him, and order no obedience to 
be paid to his acts or doings, - - 786 

Remonstrance of Massachusetts Provincial 
Congress on violation of his Treaty con- 
cerning Inhabitants of Boston, - - 798 
Resolution of Continental Congress on his 

levying War, ----- 955 
Proclamation, 12th June, 1775, - - 968 

Proclamation, 19th June, 1775, - - 1027 

Address from " Verus," - 1074 
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Gage, General Thomas — 

Account of Battle, and list of Killed and 

Wounded at Bunker's Hill, - - 1097-1102 
Letter to Lord Dunmore on Bunker's Hill 

Battle, 1107 

Letter from Sir James Wright, Governour 

of Georgia, - - - - - 1109 
The above Letter intercepted, (See Note,) 1110 
Letter to Governour Martin, (intercepted,) 1323 
Letter from Francis Stephens, on seizure of 
British Stores, - - - - - 1758 
■Galloway, Joseph, excused from serving in Conti- 
nental Congress, - - - - - 457 
Gates, General Horatio, to General Washing- 
ton, 1058, 1531 

Letter to General Charles Lee, - - 1651 

Letter from Massachusetts Council on dis- 
position of Prisoners, - 1749 
Chosen Adjutant-General, ... 1850 
Georgia— 

Delegates to Continental Congress, reasons 
f ifor not attending, - 279 

Janies Habersham to Clark &. Milligan, 
London, ------ 337 

Earl of Dartmouth to Sir James Wright, 

Governour, 475 

Donations to Boston from Savannah, - 871 

Joseph Habersham to Philotheos Chiffele, 1007 
Proceedings at Savannah, ... H03 
Governour Wright to Governour Gage, - 1109 
The above letter intercepted, (See Note,) 1110 
Letter from Governour Wright to Admiral 

Graves, (intercepted,) - - - 1111 

Provincial Congress, fourth July, 1775 — 
Archibald Bullock, President — George 
Walton, Secretary — Sermon from Doc- 
tor Zubley — Message to Governour, re- 
questing appointment of Day of Fasting 
and Prayer — Resolutions from Inhabi- 
tants of Savannah — Unanimous Resolu- 
tions on Measures and Recommendations 
of late Continental Congress — Approve 
and adopt American Bill of Rights, Non- 
Importation — Importation of Slaves from 
Africa prohibited — Other Resolutions — 
Extravagance and Dissipation discounte- 
nanced — ^Plain Mourning Dress recom- 
mended — Governour Wright's Answer 
on Day of Fasting — Delegates to Conti- 
nental Congress chosen — Secret Com- 
mittee appointed — £10,000 to be raised — 
Resolutions declaring Rights of Province, 
&c. — Dr. Zubley 's Congregation permit 
him to go «to Philadelphia as a Delegate 
to Continental Congress — Address to 
Governour — Certificates to be issued for 
the £10,000 — Approve of and adopt 
Association of Savannah — Committee on 
Elections appointed — Instructions to Ma- 
gistrates in collecting Debts — Distribu- 
tion of Representation in Congress — 
Form of Commission to Delegates — • 
Election for new Provincial Congress — • 
Delegates elected — Congress to act as a 
General Committee for the Province — 
Rev. Haddon Smith censured- — Delegates 
to apply to Continental Congress to incor- 
porate this Province with the other United 
Provinces of North America — Address 
from J. J. Zubley, Noble Wimberly Jones 
and George Walton, as a Committee to In- 
habitants of Province on state of Ameri- 
can Affairs — Petition to the King — Copy 
of Sermon of J. J. Zubley, - - 1543-1568 
Savannah Committee from Committee of 
Charlestown, South-Carolina, enclosing 
intercepted Letters, - - - - 1569 
Letter received by Continental Congress 
announcing appointment of Delegates, - 1887 
Gerry, Elbridge, to Massachusetts Provincial Con- 
gress, notifying arrival of British Troops, 462 



Gerry, Elbridge — 

Letter to Massachusetts Delegates in Con- 
tinental Congress, ... - 905 
Letter from Thomas Cushing, - - - 955 
Letter from Robert Treat Paine, - - 956 
Letter from John Hancock, President, an- 
nouncing appointment of General Wash- 
ington, and marching of Troops from 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, 1019 
Letter from John Adams on same subject, 1019 
Letter from Samuel Adams, introducing 

General Washington, - - - - 1058 
Gilbert, Thomas, to Commander of Ship Rose, 

Newport, 222 

Letter to his Sons, .... 508 

Goddard, William, Post-Office Establishment, 506, 536 
Gordon, Reverend William, Account of attack on 

Lexington and Concord, ... 625 
Letter to Doctor Warren, on Hutchinson's 

Papers, 664 

Permission from Provincial Congress of 
Massachusetts to visit British Prisoners, 
and take Depositions concerning attack 
on Lexington and Concord, 12th May, 
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Glover, Richard, to Matthew Tilghman, justifying 

the conduct of William Mollison, - - 475 
Graves, Admiral, Letter from Governour of Geor- 
gia intercepted by Secret Committee of 
Charlestown, South-Carolina, and another 
forwarded instead, - - - -1111 
Graves, Captain, of King's Schooner Diana, Out- 
rage on Captain Taylor, - - 78-80 
Grenada, William Young, Commander-in-Chief to 
the House of Assembly, and Proclama- 
tion on American Affairs, ... 1102 
Habersham, James, Letter to London, - - 337 
Hall, Lyman, Delegate from St. John's Parish, 

Georgia, - ... . - 1829 
Hancock, John, President, fyc, Letter from Col. 

£. Doolittle, 177 

His House attacked at Boston, - - 211 

Letter from Connecticut Committee of Cor- 
respondence, ..... 37<J 
Letters to Massachusetts Committee of 

Safety, - - - - 384, 390, 401 
Supposed object of invasion of Lexington 
and Concord to seize him, (See Letter 
from London, 386,) - - - - 428 
Excepted in General Gage's Proclamation of 

Pardon, 968 

Letter to Elbridge Gerry, informing him of 
the appointment of General Washington, 
and marching of Troops from Pennsylva- 
nia, Maryland, and Virginia, - - 1019 
Letter to General Washington, - - 1689 
Letter from General Washington, - - 1710 
Appointed President of Congress, (24th May, 

1775,) 1835 

Harvey, John, Moderator of Convention in North- 
Carolina — His Commission as Justice ta- 
ken from him by Governour and Council, 273 
Hazard, Ebenezer, undertakes to receive and for- 
ward Letters at New- York, - - 482 
Henry, Patrick, proscribed by Lord Dunmore's 

Proclamation, ..... 516 
His conduct approved of by several Coun- 
ties — Letter from him to Robert Carter 
Nicholas — Takes his departure for Conti- 
nental Congress, ... 539-'41 
His conduct approved by Prince William 

County Committee, .... 667 
His conduct approved by Prince Edward 
and Frederick Counties, - - 1023-4 
Hinman, Colonel Benjamin, to New- York Con- 
gress, 1538 

Holliday, Robert, Proceedings against, for a publica- 
tion in Kent County, Delaware, - - 466 
Holland, Rev. William Gordon on the policy of 
Great Britain, Prussia, Holland, France, 
and Spain, ..... 462 
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Holt, John, Post-Office Establishment in New- York, 537 
Hough, Benjamin, tried and whipped by Ethan Al- 
len and others for alleged interference in 
New-Hampshire Grants, - - - 215 
Husbands, Herman, excepted in Proclamation of 

Pardon to Insurgents of 1770, - - 476 
Hutchinson, late Governour of Massachusetts, Stric- 
tures on his conduct by " Nestor," - 231 
Gen. John Thomas to Committee of Safety 

of Massachusetts on his Papers, - - 473 
Correspondence on the same, - - 515, 664 
Part of his Letters seized, ... 632 
Said to have changed his opinion on Ameri- 
can Affairs, .... - 903 

Indians, Caughnawaga, friendly to Provinces, - 244 

Six Nations, same, .... 245 

Speech of a Chief of the Moheakounuck 
Tribe, - - - - - - 315 

Eastern, Letter from Provincial Congress of 
Massachusetts, - - - - - 610 

Cayuga, Claim for Lands from Pennsylvania, 616 
Androscoggin, Brownfield (Massachusetts) 
Committee, ..... 621 

Canadian, Information respecting, - - 624 
Colonel Guy Johnson on Six Nations, - 661 
Mohawks to Oneidas, on Guy Johnson, - 664 
Resolutions of Tryon County on Guy John- 
son and Indians, .... 665 

Ethan Allen to the Northern Indians, - 713 

Communications to and from the Mohawks, 841-3 
Tryon County, New- York, to Colonel Guy 
Johnson, ------ 878 

Guy Johnson to Tryon County Committee, 911 
James Easton to Massachusetts Congress, 919 
Moheakounucks, Letter from Massachusetts 

Congress, 937, 1367 

Ethan Allen to Massachusetts Congress, - 939 
John Lane to same, .... 942 

Stockbridge to the Caughnawagas, - - 1002 
Deputation of Penobscots to Massachusetts 

Congress, 1005 

Bucknam and Wales to Colonels Bayley and 

Hurd, 1041 

Joseph Johnson, a Mohegan, to New- York 
Congress, .... 1047, 1577 

Letter on same subject, - 1047 

Stockbridge to Massachusetts Congress, ask- 
ing to be limited in the supply of Spiritu- 
ous Liquors, ... - 1049, 1483 
Letter from a gentleman at Stockbridge to a 

gentleman in Continental Congress, - 1060 
Northern, Address from Colonel Bayley, - 1070 
Letter from Charlestown, South-Carolina, - 1111 
Oneida Tribe to Governour Trumbull, - 1116 
Inhabitants of German Flats to the Oneidas 
and Tuscaroras, .... 1125 

Affairs in Virginia, .... 1208 

Treaty with Ohios to be ratified by Virginia, 1240 
Passport for Joseph Johnson from New- York 
Congress, - - - - - 1309, '11 

Letter from Rev. Samuel Kirkland, - - 1309 
French Caughnawagas reported to have 

taken up Arms, - 1319 

Proceedings of Massachusetts Provincial Con- 
gress, ...... 1395 

Chief of Penobscots to Massachusetts Con- 
gress, ...... 1432 

Chiefs to Andrew Gilman, ... 1501 
Rev. E. Wheelock to New-Hampshire Con 



gress, 



1542 



Connecticut Assembly to Oneidas and Caugh- 
nawagas, - - - - 1588 

Correspondence of Governour Trumbull and 
General Schuyler, .... 1594 

Tryon County Committee to Albany and 
Schenectady Committees, ... 1666 

Examination of Garret Roseboom before Al- 
bany Committee, .... J6/T0 

Letter from John Stuart, Superintendent of 
Indian Affairs, to Committee of Intelli- 
gence, Charlestown, South-Carolina, - 1681 
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Captain Remember Baker's account of, - 1735 
Colonel Hurd to New-Hampshire Congress, 1740 
Speech of Oneida Chiefs, - 1746 

Oneida Chiefs to Cherry Valley Committee, 1766 
Correspondence with New- York Congress, 1808 
Three Departments created, - - - 1879 
Commissioners appointed, ... 1879 

Indian Youths in Connecticut continued to 
be educated, .... - 1879 

Address to the Six Nations, - - - 1880 
Rev. Samuel Kirkland's expenses paid by 
Continental Congress, ... 1884 

Ireland, Meeting and Proceedings of the Guild of 

Merchants in Dublin, - - - - 1672 

Address to the People by Continental Con- 
gress, ...... 1894 

Jamaica, Vote of Thanks to Assembly, from Con- 
necticut, - - - - - -108 

Address from Continental Congress, - 1890 

Jefferson, Thomas, to Doctor William Small, - 523 

Appointed Delegate to Continental Con- 
gress in place of Peyton Randolph, - 1852 
Johnson, Sir John, to Alex. White on Indians, &c, 1726 
Johnson, Guy, Letter from Albany Committee, - 672 
Said to have withdrawn with his family, - 1542 
King George the Third — 

"Regulus" addresses him, ... 316 
Petition from People of Georgia, - 1555-'57 
Petition from the Lord-Mayor and Livery of 
London, and his Answer, - - 1601-'2 
Knowles, Amos, Jun., Proceedings of Massachu- 
setts Congress, ----- 1005 

Langdon, Reverend Doctor, appointed by Massa- 
chusetts Congress to preach on 31st May, 
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Letter to Massachusetts Congress respecting 

Chaplains, 875 

Letter from New-Hampshire Committee of 
Safety, - - - - - - 1612 

Langdon, Captain John, to New-Hampshire Con- 
gress, ...... 1532 

Lands, Virginia disapproves sale of, as directed by 

the King, - - - - - 172 

Lee, General Charles, to General Burgoyne, - 925 

Letter to Lord Barrington, renouncing his 
half-pay, and his determination to oppose 
the British Government, ... 1058 
Letter from Massachusetts Congress, and his 
Answer, ...... 1473 

Letter to Massachusetts Congress, with Let- 
ter from General Burgoyne, - - 1503 
Letter from General Burgoyne, - - 1610 
Letter to Massachusetts Congress, - - 1638 
Letter from same, ----- 1638 

Letter from General Gates, ... 1651 
Letter to General Sullivan, ... 1721 
Chosen Second Major-General, - - 1850 

Lee, Arthur, Agent in London, to Delaware Assem- 
bly, - - - - - - - 127 

Letter to Doctor Franklin, ... 162 
Letters from Dr. Joseph Warren, 255, 425, 619 
Letter to James Kinsey, Speaker of House 

of Assembly, New-Jersey, ... 339 
Letters from John Dickinson, - - 443, 1604 
Letter to the People of London, - - 848 
Letter from Lord Shelburne, ... 1756 
Lee, Richard Henry, Letter from Samuel Adams, 176 
Letters from and to Gouverneur Morris, on 
Rivington's case, .... 726 

Letter from " Philopatria," - - - 872 
Letter from General Washington, - - 1635 
Letters, Copies of and extracts from, the names of 
the writers being omitted originally, but 
which appeared in the publick prints 
under their present form — 
From London, 13, 24, 25, 29, 55, 114, 118, 121, 
122, 252, 306, 387, 1741 
From Charlestown, South-Carolina, to a 

Gentleman in London, 76 

From Boston to Mr. Rivington, - - 106 
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Letters — 

From Member of Lower House of Assem- 
bly to Mr Holt, of New- York, - - 111 

From a Gentleman in Harford County, Ma- 
ryland, to his Friend in Philadelphia, - 124 

From Philadelphia to James Rivington, 133-134 

From Boston to Newport, on cruel treat- 
ment of Soldiers, .... 173 

From a Gentleman in Paris to his Friend in 
Newport, 173 

From Boston to New-York, - - - 211 

From a Gentleman in London to his Friend 
in North-Carolina, .... 242 

From New-Haven to Mr. Rivington, - 252 

From Boston to Philadelphia, - 253, 666 

From New- York to Boston, ... 255 

From a Gentleman in England to his Friend 
in Virginia, ----- 318 

From New- York to Philadelphia, - - 343, 

344, 364, 547 

From London to a Gentleman in Massachu- 
setts, mentioning the King's orders to Gen- 
eral Gage to apprehend Messrs. Cushing, 
Adams, Hancock, and others, and send 
them to England for trial — Second orders 
to hang them, ----- 386 

From a Merchant in London to his Friend 
in Virginia, ----- 394 

Intercepted, from Canada to Colonel Philip 
Skene — New Commission to Guy Carle- 
ton, Governour of Quebeck, - - 402 

From Holland to Rev. William Gordon, on 
the Policy of Great Britain, Prussia, Hol- 
land, France, and Spain, - 462 

From an American Gentleman at Paris to 
his Friend at Philadelphia — Opinions of 
the French, 463 

From a Gentleman in Philadelphia to his 
Friend in London, - - - 467, 1033 

From a Gentleman in Connecticut to his 
Friend in New- York, - 472, 508, 912 

From a Gentleman in New- York to his 
Friend in London, - - - - 506 

From Montreal, (intercepted,) - - 518 

From Berkshire County to Cambridge, Mas- 
sachusetts, ----- 546 

From London to a Gentleman in Philadel- 
phia, - 547, 577, 854, 903, 1518, 1607 

From a Gentleman in Philadelphia to his 
Friend in Williamsburgh, Virginia, - 668 

From London to New- York, - - 870, 1617 

From North-Carolina to New-York, - 924 

From a Gentleman in England to one in 
Philadelphia, 953 

From Charlestown, South-Carolina, - - 953 

From London to a Gentleman in Virginia, - 960, 

1517 

Extract of, from Newfoundland, - - 973 

Same, from London, - 974 

From an Officer in Boston to his Friend in 
England, 1010 

From Boston to London, on Battle of 
Charlestown, 1021 

From Providence to New-York, on Bunker's 
Hill, 1036 

From Captain Chapman, of the Royal Irish 
Regiment, to his Friend in Ireland, - 1049 

From Weathersfield, Connecticut, to a Gen- 
tleman in Philadelphia, - 1060 

From a Gentleman at Stockbridge to a Gen- 
tleman of Continental Congress, on In- 
dians, 1060 

From British Naval Officer to his Friend in 
London, 1067 

Intercepted, communicated to John Hart, 
Junior, by Doctor Carrington, - - 1078 

From a Merchant in Boston to his Brother 
in Scotland, 1079 

From an Officer of the British Army to his 
Friend in England, - 1092 

From Boston to a Gentleman in Scotland, 1093 
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From a British Officer in Boston, - 1107, 1727 

From Charlestown, South-Carolina, on In- 
dian Affairs, - - - - -1111 

Philadelphia, from Officers of American 
Army on Bunker's Hill, - - - 1118 

From the Hague, June 29, 1775, - - 1128 

From Charlestown, S. C, to a Gentleman 
in Philadelphia, on Indians, Georgia, &c, 1129 

From Fort George to Hartford, Connecticut, 1135 

From Governour Gage to Governour Martin, 
of North-Carolina, (intercepted,) - 1123 

Intercepted in Charlestown, South-Carolina, 1569 

A Virginia Delegate to a Gentleman in Wil- 
liamsburgh, ----- 1573 

Captain Angus McDonald to Colonel Alex- 
ander McDougall, ... - 1593 

Messrs. Bradfords, of Philadelphia, to Printer 
of a publick Paper in London, on Bun- 
ker's Hill, &c, - - - - 1608 

From London, - - - - - 1614 

From Camp at Cambridge to a Gentleman 
in Philadelphia, - 1616 

From a Gentleman in London to a Gentle- 
man in Maryland, .... 1617 

From a Gentleman in Philadelphia to his 
Friend in England, ... - 1621 

From Montreal to a Gentleman in England, 1623 

From Camp at Cambridge, - 1637, 1721, 1722 

From Braintree, Massachusetts, - - 1671 

Doctor J. Mallett to William Allmon, - 1684 

From a Gentleman in Fredericktown, Mary- 
land, to his Friend in Baltimore, - - 1687 

From Watertown to a Gentleman in Phila- 
delphia, ------ 1696 

From Salem, Massachusetts, to a Gentleman 
in London, ----- 1696 

From a British Naval Officer to his Friend 
in London, enclosing two intercepted Ame- 
rican Letters, ----- 1717 

From a Gentleman in London to his Friend 
in New- York, ' 1727 

Colonel Joseph Reed to Colonel Baldwin, 
enclosing Letter from Doctor Church, - 1748 

Extracts from Letters laid before Continental 
Congress, dated London, July 31, 1775, - 1775 

From a Gentleman in North-Carolina, one 
of the Delegates in Congress, to a princi- 
pal house in Edinburgh, ... 1757 

From Cambridge, Massachusetts, to Phila- 
delphia, --.--- 1764 
Lexington, Attack on, by the British, - 359-'64 

General Expresses despatched to the South 
— Their course to Charlestown, South- 
Carolina, 365-'69 

Detailed statement of attack on, by British, 
with a list of Killed and Wounded, 391-3 

Accounts of Worcester and Williamsburgh, 
and intercepted British Letters concerning 
the attack on Lexington and Concord, 436-'41 

Provincial Congress of Massachusetts trans- 
mit to Continental Congress Depositions 
concerning the attack, - - 486-501 

Account of attack, by Rev. Wm. Gordon, 625 

Farther account of attack, - - 673-'5 

A Committee appointed to take Depositions 
concerning attack, ... - 765 

Third Committee appointed to take Deposi- 
tions on Battle, ... - 802 

Narrative and Depositions concerning attack 
on, ordered to be printed and published in 
pamphlet by Massachusetts Congress, - 813 

Subscription of Constitutional Society at Lon- 
don for sufferers at, 921 

British account of attack, - 945 

Strictures on the Gazette's account of attack, 

(London,) 948 

Proceedings in Massachusetts Congress and 
Committee of Safety, ... 1028 

Life, Thomas, Agent of Connecticut, to Governour 

Trumbull, - - - - 278 
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Liberty-Pole, cut down at Poughkeepsie, N. York, 176 
London, Defence of American proceedings by 

"Brecknock," .... 51,341 
Constitutional Society, Letters and Donations 

to, 54-55 

"Nestor" to the People of England — Stric- 
tures on the Governour of Boston, - 231 
Remarks of " Ignotus " on Lord Dunmore's 

Circular Letter of January 4th, 1775, - 236 
Meeting of the Livery — Remonstrance and 
Petition to the Throne in favour of Ame- 
rica — Speeches of Lord-Mayor and others, 278 
"Regulus" to the King, - - - 316 

Address to Lord-Mayor and Corporation 

from New-York Committee, - - 510 
From Thomas Fraser, of London, to George 
Erving, ------ 583 

Publication at Secretary of State's Office, 

(See Note on Concord, fyc.,) - - 848 
Letter from Arthur Lee to the People of 
London, concerning the Massacre at Con- 
cord, 848 

Letter from, to Watertown, ... 870 
" Political Observations " at, - - - 909 
Anonymous Letter to " The Minister," - 915 
Amount of Importations of Flour and Wheat 
from North America, - - - - 921 

British account of Battle of Lexington and 
Concord, ------ 945 

Address to the Publick, - 947 

Strictures on the Gazette's account of the 

attack on Lexington and Concord, - 948 

Address to the People of England, - 952, 1013 
Publication at, " On the Disturbances in 
America," ----- 961 

Anonymous publication at, 968 

" Memento " to Lord North, - - - 992 
Meeting of the Livery in Common-Hall 
— Their Proceedings — Address to the 
King — Instructions to Representatives in 
Parliament, ... - 1070-'74 

Court of Common Council's Address to the 

King, 1601 

Answer of the King, ... - 1602 
Common Council Proceedings on Address of 

New- York Committee, - - - 1603 

" Brutus " to the People of, - - - 1643 
Publication at, concerning Ship " Molly," - 1680 
"An Englishman" to the Printer of the 



Morning Chronicle, 



- 1742 



Thanks of Congress to Lord-Mayor, &c, - 1860 

Same to same, 1877 

Louisiana, Governour Brown's Settlement on a por- 
tion thereof, called West-Florida, - 992-1000 
Manufactures, Premium on Domestick, by Virginia, 13 

Philadelphia Association to encourage, 140-'44 

And Arts edfeouraged by Virginia Assembly, 170 

Encouraged in Chesterfield County, Virginia, 298 
Maryland — 

Baltimore Committee Proceedings against 
landing Salt, 34 

Same concerning Cargo of Brig Henry and 
Joseph, - - - - - -123 

Justices removed, 124 

Boundary Line, Proceedings in Pennsylva- 
nia on subject, - 130, 302 

Letter from Governour of Pennsylvania on 
the above, 130 

Talbot County Committee on importation of 
Goods by Charles Crookshanks, - - 175 

Baltimore Committee contradict certain false 
reports, 276 

Calvert County Committee — Proceedings 
against Alexander Ogg, for violating the 
Association", and his Apology, - - 281 

Prince George's County Committee — Pro- 
ceedings against import of Salt and killing 
Sheep, 308 

Anne Arundel County Committee contradict 
" Facts relative to the Riot at Annapolis," 309 

Baltimore Committee discourage a " Fair," 337 
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Maryland — 

Convention 24th April, 1775. Proceedings 
on state of the Colony of New- York — 
Suspend Exportations to the North — Mili- 
tia to be exercised — Delegates to Conti- 
nental Congress — Recommend Fast Day 
— Letter from Philadelphia on affair at 
Lexington and Concord, - - 379-382 
Cecil County Committee Proceedings, - 623 
Anne Arundel County Proceedings, 659, 903 
Charles County Deputies to Convention, - 668 
Talbot County Committee Proceedings, - 682 
Prince George County Committee Proceed- 
ings, ..._.. 718 
Charles County Committee Proceedings, - 727 
Worcester County Committee Proceedings, 924 
Charles Gordon, of Cecil County, to the Pub- 
lick, and Answer, - - »- 990-'l 
Queen Anne County Committee Proceed- 
ings, 1024 

Frederick County Committee of Correspon- 
dence created — Forces to be raised for 
Continental Service — Officers appointed — 
Encourage Manufactures, - - 1044 

Talbot County Proceedings on the Ship 

Johnson, .... 1103-'5 

Anne Arundel County Proceedings, - 1122 

Baltimore Committee Proceedings — Inter- 
cepted Letter from Henry Lloyd to John 

Stevenson, 1531 

Dorchester County Committee Proceedings, 1532 
Somerset County Committee Proceedings, 1569 
Baltimore Committee Proceedings on Letter 

from James Christie, ... 1652 

Charles County Committee Proceedings, - 1673 
Bladensburgh and Piscataway Committees' 

Proceedings, - 1688 
Prince George County Committee Proceed- 
ings, 1716 

Baltimore Publick — from James Christie, - 1732 
Martin, John, Governour of North-Carolina, Procla- 
mation against Election of Deputies to 
Congress, - 254 

Maine, Samuel Thompson to Committee of Safety 

of Massachusetts, .... 447 

Brunswick Committee to Boston Committee 

of Correspondence, .... 502 
Letter from James Gowan and others to 

General Ward, - - - - 515 

Alexander Shephard to Massachusetts Con- 
gress on Survey, .... 1476 
Mason, George, Letter to George Washington on 

Potomack River and Western Lands, - 92 
Massachusetts-Bay — 

Hampshire County Address to Inhabitants of, 18 
Danvers, election of Officers in Alarm List, 37 
Cumberland County Convention, and Pro- 
ceedings against Captain Thomas Coulson 
on certain Importations, ... 91-'2 
Hampshire County, Letters from, to the In- 
habitants of, - - 94, 222, '46, '89, 329 
Address signed " Lucius," concerning the 

Mobs represented in Vol 1, Folio 1260, 156 
Worcester County, Proceedings of Commit- 
tee, 228, '42 

T. Wheeler assigns reasons for resigning as 

Lieutenant-Colonel, - 228 

Worcester County — " A Freeholder " to the 
Printer of Massachusetts Gazette, remarks 
on Publication of " Phileirene," - - 229 
Marblehead Committee accept apology of 

Thomas Lilly for buying Tea, - - 234 
Plymouth Committee to Committee of Safety, 235 
Attempted march on Concord, - - 253 

Committee of Montreal to Committee of 

Safety, 305 

Falmouth Committee on Goods imported for 

Captain Thomas Coulson, - 311, '18 

Speech of an Indian Chief of the Moheak- 



ounuck Tribe, sent to the Provincial Con- 
gress, - 
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Massachusetts-Bay — 

General Gage to Governour Martin, of North- 
Carolina, 317 

Provincial Congress on Removals from Bos- 
ton, 336 

" Johannes in Eremo " to the Inhabitants of 
New-England, - - - 340, '69 

Provincial Congress, Letters from Commit- 
mittee of New- York City, - 344-7 

Committee of Safety of Worcester to New- 
York, on Attack of Lexington and Con- 
cord, 363 

Letter from New- York to Philadelphia, on 
Attack on Lexington and Concord, - 364 

Provincial Congress called by Richard De- 
vens, 369 

Committee of Safety to the Governour of 
Connecticut, on Attack of Lexington and 
Concord, 370 

Newburyport Committee to the Committee 
of Safety, sending Men and Arms, - 373 

Committee of Safety to New-Hampshire Con- 
gress, on Attack of Lexington and Con- 
cord, 373 

Newburyport Committee to Committee in 
Hampton, ..... 374 

Provincial Congress — Letter sent to New- 
Hampshire on Attack on Lexington and 
Concord, and on condition of Boston — 
Unanimous Resolution to establish an Ar- 
my — Letter from Jedediah Foster, inform- 
ing them of the call for convening Con- 
necticut Congress, ... 377-'8 

Letter to Provincial Congress, from General 

A. Ward, on enlisting Men, - - 384 

Committee of Safety to Congress of New- 
Hampshire, on enlisting their Troops, - 385 

Letter from Rhode-Island Assembly, voting 
to raise an Army of 1500 Men, - - 389 

Detailed Statement of Attack on Lexington 
and Concord, with a List of Killed and 
Wounded, .... 391-'3 

Provincial Congress, Letter from James Sul- 
livan, - - - - - - 393 

Instructions of Williamstown to their Dele- 
gates in Provincial Congress, - - 393 

Provincial Congress from Provincial Conven- 
tion of New-Hampshire, ... 401 

Committee of Safety from John Hancock, - 401 

Committee of Safety to Rhode-Island and 
Connecticut, asking assistance, - - 402 

Falmouth Committee to Committee of Safety, 402 

Provincial Congress from Stephen Hopkins, 
of Rhode-Island, .... 421 

Committee of Safety to Selectmen of Bos- 
ton, tendering services of removal, and con- 
tradicting the account of General Gage, 
concerning the Troops at Lexington and 
Concord, - 424 

Committee of Safety from Boston Commit- 
tee on the above, .... 424 

Thomas Brown to Col. George Pitkin — Em- 
barkation of Troops in England said to be 
resisted by the People — Ministry order ten 
thousand Troops to be sent to America, 429 

Provincial Congress to Congress of New- 
Hampshire, 429 

Letter from Roxbury to a Gentleman in New- 

Eort, on defeat of British at Lexington and 
loncord, 430 

Provincial Congress to Stephen Hopkins — 
Proceedings in case of John Brown, 431-'2 

Committee of Safety to the respective Towns 
on enlisting Men, .... 433 

Newburyport Committee to Massachusetts 
Committee of War, recommending Chris- 
tian Febiger, 433 

Accounts from Williamsburgh and Worcester, 
and intercepted British Letters, concern- 
ing the Attack on Lexington and Con- 
cord, - - - - - 436-'41 



Massachusetts-Bay — 

" Civis " to the Inhabitants of Williamsburgh, 441 
Committee of Safety to respective Towns, 446-'7 
Committee of Safety from Samuel Thomp- 
son, 447 

Committee of Safety to Selectmen of Boston, 449 
Letter from Benedict Arnold on condition of 

Ticonderoga, &c, - ■ - - - 450 
Committee of Safety to New- York Commit- 
tee on the same, .... 450 
Timothy Pickering, Jr., to the Committee of 

Safety, recommending Enlistments, - 461 
Congress — Letter from Elbridge Gerry, noti- 
fying arrival of British Troops, - - 462 
Congress — Petition of Jonathan Brewer to 
march into Canada with five hundred Vo- 
lunteers, 462 

Committee of Safety from Rhode-Island Com- 
mittee, ...... 472 

Committee of Safety from General John 

Thomas, on Gov. Hutchinson's Papers, - 473 
Committee of Safety to Governour of Con- 
necticut, .... 47^ 506 

Committee of Safety to Mr. Vose, - - 474 
Anonymous Letter to the Printer of the 

Massachusetts Spy, - - - 483 

Certificate in favour of Eb. Bradish, &c, 484 
Committee of Safety Orders to Benedict 

Arnold, 485 

Petition from Braintree Selectmen, Sic, - 485 
Provincial Congress — Petition from New- 
Castle, New-Hampshire, for Ammunition, 486 
Provincial Congress, from Committee of Cor- 
respondence in Eastham, ... 496 
Provincial Congress to the Continental Con- 
gress, enclosing Depositions sent to Lon- 
don, Address to Inhabitants of Great Bri- 
tain, and a Letter to Benjamin Franklin, 
Colony Agent, concerning the affair at 
Lexington and Concord, - - 486-501 
Committee of Safety to New-York Com- 
mittee, ... . 507 
Letter from Pittsfield to Cambridge, on At- 
tack on Ticonderoga and Crown Point, 507 
Selectmen of Topsham to Provincial Con- 
gress, 508 

Selectmen of Worcester to Provincial Con- 
gress, 513 

Petition of Charles Glidden and others to 

Provincial Congress, - - - 514 

Letter from Enoch Freeman to same, on Pe- 
nobscot Indians and Canada, - - 514 
Petition of Timothy Langdon to same, - 514 
Committee of Safety from Thomas Chase, 515 
Copy of a Paper found among the Papers of 
Josiah Quincy, - - - - 518 

Provincial Congress, from Wm* Whipple, 520 
Committee of Safety from General Assembly 
of Rhode-Island, .... 520 

Committee of Safety to the Committee of 
Safety, Correspondence and Protection, in 
Albany, - - - - - - 523 

Letter to Colonel James Scammons, - 524 

Maiden and Chelsea Proceedings, - - 536 
Samuel Mather to Provincial Congress, - 538 
Worcester Selectmen to same, - - 538 

Sheffield Committee Proceedings, - - 545 
Lynn Committee to Committee of Safety on 

conduct of Josiah Martin, ... 546 
Petition from Cohasset, ... 547 

Committee of Safety from General John Thc- 

>«as, 549 ; 531 

Bristol Town-Meeting Proceedings, - - 549 
Committee of Safety from Timothy Picker- 
ing. 550 

Enoch Freeman to Samuel Freeman, - 550 

Committee of Safety to General Thomas, - 552 
Letter from Falmouth to a Gentleman in 

Watertown, on Proceedings at Falmouth, 552 
Deer Island Committee to Massachusetts Con- 
gress, - - - -• - - 555 
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Committee to Committee of Inspection of 
New-York, - - - - - 556 

Provincial Congress from the Committee at 
Ticonderoga — from Ethan Allen — from 
Benedict Arnold — from Edward Mott, 
on the capture of Ticonderoga, - 556-'60 
Committee of Safety from Major Osgood, 579 
John Sawyer and others to Provincial Con- 
gress, _..--- 580 
Selectmen of Amesbury to Committee of 
Safety, ------ 580 

Committee of Supplies to the Committee of 

Safety, 581 

Timothy Ladd to Provincial Congress, - 584 
Benedict Arnold to Committee of Safety, on 

Crown Point, 584 

Jedediah Preble to President of Provincial 

Congress, ..... 585 

Falmouth Committee toCommittee of Safety, 586 
Provincial Congress to Colonel Thompson, 587 
Two Sloops taken by the British Sloop Fal- 
con recaptured, .... 608 
Groton Committee Proceedings, - - 608 
Petition of William Bent and others to Com- 
mittee of Safety, .... 609 
Petition of John Boice and Hugh McLean, 

for release of their Apprentices, - - 609 
Joseph Prime, Jedediah Preble, and others, 

to Committee of Safety, ... 610 
Provincial Congress to Eastern Indians, - 610 
Same, Letter from Erastus Wolcott and 
others, on capture of Ticonderoga and 

Crown Point, 618 

Same, Letter to Continental Congress, on 

the state of the Army, ... 620 

Brownfield Committee to Provincial Con- 
gress, on Androscoggin Indians, - - 621 
Colonel Eaton's Account of the capture of 

Ticonderoga, ----- 624 
Account of commencement of hostilities at 
Lexington and Concord, by the Rev. 
William Gordon, - - - 625-'31 

Northborough Committee to General Ward, 632 
Letter from Cambridge, respecting Halifax 

and the Tories, 630 

Committee of Safety to Committee of Sup- 
plies, on supplies for Col. Arnold's men — 
Col. Arnold's Letter stating the number of 
Cannon at Ticonderoga and Crown Point, 
and number of Forces in Canada — Ord- 
nance Stores found at the above places, 645-'6 
Provincial Congress, Letters from General 

Artemas Ward, - - 647, 666, 1028 

James Russell to Joseph Warren, President 

of Provincial Congress, - - - 647 
Abijah Brown to Committee of Safety, - 647 
Benjamin Thompson to Committee of Safe- 
ty, on his imprisonment, ... 647 
Committee of Safety to General Preble, - 663 
Provincial Congress, New-Hampshire Reso- 
lutions, 664 

Committee of Safety, Letter from James Sul- 
livan, 667 

Same, Letters to Massachusetts Congress, 667, 

676, 694 
Provincial Congress, farther Narrative of 

attack on Lexington and Concord, 673-'5 

Committee of Safety, Letter from Samuel 
Bullard, - - - - - - 675 

Committee of Supplies to Provincial Con- 
gress, ------ 676 

Provincial Congress to Benedict Arnold, - 676 
Committee of Safety at Cambridge, Letter 

from Benedict Arnold, ... 693 

Petition of John Merrill to Provincial Con- 
gress, _..... 695 

Waltham Selectmen to Committee of Safety, 
on Millicent, - - - - - 695 

Tewksbury Committee of Inspection Pro- 
ceedings, ..... 695 
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Provincial Congress to Inhabitants of Tewks- 
bury, - - - - - - 699 

Letter from Hon, Enoch Freeman to Com- 
mittee of Safety, .... 700 

Worcester County Committee Proceedings, 700-1 
Woburn Committee Proceedings, - - 701 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Governour 

Trumbull, of Connecticut, - - - 706 
Same, Letter from John Thomas, accepting 

appointment of Lieutenant-General, - 707 
Same, Letter from Dr. Joseph Warren, - 707 
Maiden Committee to Committee of Safety, 708 
Machias Committee to Provincial Congress, 708 
Cumberland County to Provincial Congress, 709 
Committee of Safety of Salem, Letter from 
Rev. Thomas Barnard, Jun. — their Pro- 
ceedings, ------ 710 

Committee of Safety, Letter from Benedict 

Arnold, at Crown Point, - - 714, 735 
Provincial Congress to New- York Congress, 715 
Committee of Safety, Letter from Joseph 

Hawley, ------ 716 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Benjamin 
Greenleaf, - - - - -716 

Same, Letter from Committee of Safety, - 716 
Same, Letter to Congress of New-Hamp- 
shire, ------ 717 

Committee of Safety, Letter from Benjamin 
Bullard and others, - - - - 717 

Letter from Connecticut Assembly, - - 719 
Battle at Chelsea, - 719 

Waltbam Selectmen to Committee of Safety, 
on conduct of Colonel Brown, and Pro- 
ceedings thereon in Provincial Congress, 720-21 
Provincial Congress to Continental Congress, 
enclosing Communications from Colonel 

Arnold, 721 

Provincial Congress to Assembly of Connect- 
icut, - - - - - - 722 

Same to Benedict Arnold, ... 723 
Instructions to Colonel Henshaw, - - 723 
Colonel Henshaw's account of his Journey 
to Connecticut, ----- 724 

Selectmen of Partridgefield to Provincial 
Congress, ------ 724 

Committee of Safety to Colonel Benedict 

Arnold, 726 

Provincial Congress, Letters from Governour 

Trumbull, ... - 730,877 

Provincial Congress to Governour Trumbull, 735 
Same to New-Hampshire Congress, on Ti- 
conderoga, &c, - - - - 737, 876 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Committee 

of Sandwich, 738 

Provincial Congress Proceedings on Remon- 
strance of Town of Dartmouth, - - 738 
Salem Committee to Committee of Safety, 739 
Newburyport Committee, Letter from Com- 
mittee of Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, 740 
"Junius Americanus" to General Gage, - 741 
Committee of Safety Proceedings — Dis- 
position of Cannon and Powder at Con- 
cord — Several Depots for Ammunition 
and Provisions appointed — Cannon dis- 
tributed, (18th April, 1775) — 21st April, 
eight thousand Men to be enlisted out of 
Massachusetts Forces — Express to Rhode- 
Island and Connecticut — Captain Derby 
despatched to England — Committee on 
state of Boston — Letters to all the Pro- 
vince Towns — Permits into Boston — Con- 
necticut and Rhode-Island Money made 
current — Colonel Arnold supplied with 
Ammunition — Hutchinson's Papers stop- 
ped — Orders to Colonel Arnold on his 
Expedition to Ticonderoga — Council of 
War appointed — William Cooper appoint- 
ed Secretary to Doctor Warren, President 
of Congress — Sub-Committee of Safety re- 
commend Breastworks at Cambridge and 
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Bunker's Hill — Lady Frankland permitted 
to go into Boston — No Slaves to be ad- 
mitted into the Army — Governour Hutch- 
inson's Papers in the hands of Captain 
McLane to be delivered up, - - 741-'64 
Provincial Congress, 22d of April, 1775. — 
A Committee to take Depositions concern- 
ing the attack on Lexington and Concord 
—30,000 Men necessary for defence — 
13,600 to be raised by this Province — 
Mr. Sullivan sent to New-Hampshire Con- 
gress — Pay of the Army — State of the 
Funds — Secrecy in part enjoined — Rich- 
ard Gridley appointed Chief Engineer — 
Connecticut and Rhode-Island applied to 
for Powder — Advise removal of effects 
from Seaport Towns — Committee appoint- 
ed to ascertain number of killed, wound- 
ed, and murdered, on the 19th April — 
Draught of a Letter to New-Hampshire — 
No notice to be taken of the Precepts 
lately issued by General Gage for calling 
a General Assembly — Papers received 
from Committee of Safety — Rules and 
Regulations of Congress — Powers con- 
ferred on Committee of Supplies — Condi- 
tion of Ordnance and Ordnance Stores — 
Form of Commission for Officers — Pass 
to be used by Members of Congress — 
Poor to be removed from Boston — Order 
of distribution and support — Inhabitants of 
Lexington and others supplied with Pro- 
visions — Letter to Delegates now in Con- 
necticut — Authenticated copies of divers 
Papers sent to Continental Congress — Re- 
port of Committee of Ways and Means — 
£100,000 to be raised on Colony secu- 
rities — their form — Application to General 
Gage for release of Prisoners — Rev. Mr. 
Gordon chosen Chaplain — His Excellency 
General Gage denounced, and no obedi- 
ence to be paid to any of his acts or do- 
ings — Delegates to new Congress to be 
chosen — Letter to Assembly of Connecti- 
cut — Letter to General Ward and Select- 
men of Boston — Stores to be imported by 
Committee of Supplies — Pay of Artille- 
ry — Narrative of attack on Lexington and 
Concord to be published — Oath to be ad- 
ministered to Officers and Soldiers — Sus- 
pected persons on examination to be dis- 
armed — Post-Offices and Riders to be 
established — Records of the several Coun- 
ties to be secured — Remonstrance to Gen- 
eral Gage- — Rev. Mr. Gordon's leave to 
visit British Prisoners — Proceedings on 
the proposition of taking up and exercising 
the powers of Civil Government in all its 
parts — Committee recommend application 
to Continental Congress on this subject — 
Rev. Dr. Langdon appointed to preach 
a Sermon on 31st May — Third Commit- 
tee appointed to take Depositions concern- 
ing Battle of Lexington — Post-Offices, 
Post Roads, Postmasters, and Rates of 
Postage established- — Resolution concern- 
ing the removal of effects out of the Colo- 
ny — 'Embassy to Canada proposed — Court 
of Inquiry proposed — Doctor Church sent 
to American Congress with despatches — 
Communication to Connecticut on subject 
of assuming Government — Letter from 
Edward Mott and Ethan Allen, on cap- 
ture of Ticonderoga — Oath of General 
Officers in the Army — Jonas Dix ap- 
pointed to take Depositions on conduct 
of British Army — Letter to Assembly of 
Connecticut on capture of Ticonderoga — 
Army Officers recommended not to be 
chosen Members of Congress — Commit- 
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tee of Safety chosen — Lady Frankland 
permitted to go to Boston — Powers of 
Committee of Safety — General Ward's 
Commission- — Depositions and Narrative 
of Excursion of the King's Troops to 
Concord to be published in pamphlet 
form — Removal into Boston in part pro- 
hibited — Notes of Credit issued — Chap- 
lains to the Army — Officers commission- 
ed — Tories' Estates not permitted to be 
alienated by them — Farther Organization 
of the Army — Proceedings against Ebe- 
nezer Cutler — Farther Proceedings re- 
specting the Poor of Boston — Returns of 
the Officers of the respective Regiments, 

763-830 
General Assembly of— Proceedings of the 
Provincial Congress on Precepts lately 
issued by General Gage to convene, - 7712 
Provincial Congress recommend not to obey 
such Precepts, .... 785-'6 

Committee of Safety remodelled, - - 812 
James Easton to Provincial Congress, on 
Ticonderoga, ..... 849 

Explanation of divers Inhabitants of Salem, 

concerning an Address to Gov. Hutchinson, 852 
Brookfield Committee, Letter from Joshua 
Upham — denies being an enemy to his 
Country, ------ 852 

Committee of Safety to Sudbury Commit- 
tee, releasing Ezra Taylor, - 853 
Hopkinton Selectmen to Provincial Congress, 853 
Chebacco Committee, Letter from Manches- 
ter Committee, on Movements of the Bri- 
tish, 854 

Worcester Convention Proceedings, - - 865 
Committee of Safety, Letter from R. Temple, 866 
Stephen Nye to Nathaniel Freeman, - 866 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Selectmen 

of Scarborough, - 867 

Same, Letter from Selectmen of Edgartown, 867 
Same, Letter from Inhabitants of Berwick, 867 
Same, Letter from Selectmen of Bedford, - 868 
General Ward, Letter from New-Hampshire 

Congress, 868 

Letter received at Watertown from London, 870 
Letter from a Gentleman in Provincial Canip 

to New- York, 874 

Alexander Walker's Recantation, - - 875 
Salem, " An American " to the Americans, 875 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Reverend 
Samuel Langdon, communicating Resolu- 
tions of a Convention of Ministers con- 
cerning Chaplain, ■ - - - - 875 
Lunenburgh Selectmen to Dr. John Taylor, 

in Provincial Congress, ... 876 

Provincial Congress, Petition of William 

Tallman and others, - 876 

Provincial Congress, Letter from William 

Lithgow, 894 

Committee of Safety, Letter from Colonel 

Richard Gridley, .... 894 
Provincial Congress, Letter to Henry Gardi- 
ner, Receiver-General, on signing Bills, 900 
Arundel Committee to Provincial Congress, 
on seizure of a coasting Sloop by the Bri- 
tish, 900-'2 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Loammi 

Baldwin on Surveys and Instruments, - 902 
Same, Letter from New-Hampshire Con- 
gress, on Canada, - 902 
Committee of Safety, Letter from Mrs. Bow- 

doin, 906-'9 

Captain Drury's Company to General Ward, 914 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Colonel 

Scammons's Officers, - - - 914 

Same, Letter from James Easton, on Indians 

and Canada, - 919 

Committee of Safety, Letter from New- York 
Congress, 928 
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Provincial Congress, Letter from Selectmen 

of Lancaster, 930 

Same, Letter from Belfast Committee, - 930 
Same, Petition from Davis and Coverly, - 931 
Same, Letter from Governour Trumbull, - 936, 

1026, 1090, 1116 
Same to the Moheakounuck Indians, - 937 

Same, Letter from Ethan Allen, on Canada 

and Indians, 939 

Same, Letter from Abiathar Angel, - - 941 
Same, Letter from John Lane, On Indians, 942 
Same, Letter from Elisha Hewes, - 943, 958 
Same, Letter from John Hancock, President 

of Continental Congress, - - 955, 1000 
Same to Continental Congress, - - 959, 

970, 1039, 1616 
Same, Letter from Alexander McDougall, 966 
Same, Letter from Henry Howell Williams, 971 
Springfield Committee Proceedings, - 971 

Chelmsford, &ic, Committee Proceedings, 972 
Kittery Committee of Safety Proceedings, 972 
Committee of Safety, Letter from Elisha 

Phelps, 973 

Same, Letter from Joseph Palmer, - - 978 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Lemuel 

Trescott, 978 

Same, Letter from New-Hampshire Com- 
mittee of Safety, - - - - 979 
Committee of Safety, Letter from Falmouth 

Committee, - 986 

Provincial Congress' Instructions to Commis- 
sioners to Ticonderoga, ... 935 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Josiah 

Jones and Jonathan Hicks, - - 988 

Same, Letter from Machias Committee, 988,1017 
Worcester Committee, Letter from General 

Ward, 1003 

Provincial Congress to New-Hampshire Con- 
gress, 1003 

William Stoddard to Capt. James Littlefield, 1003 
"Sidney," Address at Salem to Soldiers and 

Seamen of British Fleet and Army, - 1004 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Samuel 

Langdon, President Harvard College, - 1004 
Same, Letter from " S. L.," - - - 1005 
Falmouth Committee to Provincial Congress, 

on Penobscot Indians, ... 1005 

Proclamation by Provincial Congress, 16th 

June, 1775, 1011 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Selectmen 

of Edgartown, 1013 

Committee of Safety, Letter from Commit- 
tee of Supplies, - - 1017, 1022 
Captain Elijah Hide's Account of Engage- 
ment at Charlestown, - 1018 
Provincial Congress, Letters from General 

Thomas, - 1021, 1119 

Committee of Supplies to the several Towns, 1022 
Gov. Gage's Proclamation, 19 June, 1775, 1027 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Jos. Ward, 1028 
Same, Letter from Committee of Safety, on 

Lexington, &c, .... 1028 

Same, Letter from General Ward, - - 1041 
Same, Letter from Townsend Selectmen, 1041 
Same, Letter from Stockbridge Indians, - 1049 
Same, Letter from Thomas Twining, and 

Proceedings of the Town of Eastham, 1050-'65 
Proceedings of the same on Twining and 

Amos Knowles, Jun., ... 1055 

Provincial Congress, Letters from General 

Ward, - - - 1061, 1080, 1119 
Same, Letter from B. Greenleaf, - - 1062 
Same, Letter from Stephen Hooper, - 1062 
Publication at Cambridge on Battle of Bun- 
ker's Hill, 1062 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Albany 

Committee, 1064 

Same, Letter from Manchester Selectmen, 1068 
Publick Fast ordered by Provincial Con- 
gress, 1080 
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General Wooster, Letter from Thaddeus 
Burr, enclosing Letter of Isaac Lothrop 
on Battle at Charlestown, ... 1089 

Provincial Congress to Andrew Gilman, of 
Canada, appointing him honorary Lieu- 
tenant, 1090 

Same, Letter from John Lane on Indian 
Affairs, 1090 

Committee of Safety to Selectmen of Brad- 
ford, - ... - - 1091 

Provincial Congress, Letter from General 
Ward, enclosing Resolution of Continental 
Congress, - - - - - 1107 

Committee of Safety, Letter from Northfield 
Committee, ..... 1108 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Plymouth 
Committee, - - - - - 1108 

Committee of Safety, Letter from Elisha 
Phelps, 1116 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Governour 
Cooke, of Rhode-Island, - - - 1118 

Same, Letter from Colonel D. Brewer, - 1119 

Same, Letter from Col. Prescott and others, 1119 

Committee of Provincial Congress to Conti- 
nental Congress, - - - - 1120 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Portsmouth 
Committee concerning James Henderson, 1122 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Biddeford 
Committee, 1127 

Same, Letters from Committee of Safety, - 1127, 

1141 

Same, Letter from John O'Brien, on behalf 
of Inhabitants of Machias, - - - 1128 

Worcester County Proceedings, - - 1140 

Committee of Safety, Letter from General 
Thomas, 1141 

Same, Letter from General Heath, - - 1141 

Committee of Supplies to New-Hampshire 
Committee of Safety, ... 1142 

Eulogium on General Warren, - - 1142 

Committee of Safety meets 31st of May, 
1775 — Sermon by President Langdon — 
Letter to Provincial Congress — Return 
to Provincial Congress of Officers who 
have been commissioned, or received en- 
couragement for commission — Resolution 
requesting Returns of the Army — Debates 
and determinations to be kept secret — Al- 
lowance of Provisions for each Soldier — 
Resolution for increasing the Army — Re- 
commendation to go armed on the Lord's 
Day — Resolution to keep sufficient force 
at Bunker's Hill — John Badger required 
to surrender his House for a Hospital for 
Small-Pox Patients — Commanders of Mi- 
litia ordered to hold their men in readiness 
to march to Cambridge — Hospital for 
Colony Army — Doctors Eustis and Fos- 
ter, Surgeons — Farther Proceedings on 
Battle at Lexington — Aids-de-Camp re- 
commended — Works begun on Winter 
Hill to be finished — Encampment on 
Prospect Hill to be inspected — Supervisor 
of the Camp recommended — Doctor John 
Warren appointed Hospital Surgeon — 
Farther issue of Bills of Credit— Fair 
and honest Representation of the Battle 
at Charlestown to be drawn up — Recom- 
mendation to the Grand American Con- 
gress to seize every Crown Officer — Re- 
tailing of Spirituous Liquors near the 
Camps recommended to be suppressed — 
Instructions to Recruiting Officers recom- 
mended — John Vassal's House to be re- 
paired for the residence of General Wash- 
ington — Monsieur Viart delivered up by 
General Washington — Rev. Dr. Cooper, 
Rev. Mr. Gardiner, and Rev. Mr. Peter 
Thatcher, desired to draw up a true state- 
ment of Battle of Charlestown, and lay 
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it before this Committee — Certain Prison- 
ers sent to Congress — Account of Battle 
of Charlestown accepted and ordered to 
be transmitted to England — Letter to Ar- 
thur Lee concerning the above account, 

1347-'76 
Provincial Congress, 31st of May, 1775 — 
Sermon by President Langdon — Copy re- 
quested for publication — Papers relative 
to Fortress at Ticonderoga, &,c. — Moni- 
tors appointed, Rules and Orders estab- 
lished — Conduct of Stephen Higginson 
before Committee of Parliament approved 
— Letter to Colonel Arnold — Letter to 
House of Assembly of Connecticut — Let- 
ter to Provincial Congress of New-Hamp- 
shire — Nine Chaplains to be chosen for 
the Army — Rev. Mr. Gordon appointed 
Chaplain of Congress — Inhabitants re- 
commended to abandon Sea-Coasts and 
Islands — All intercepted Letters to be laid 
before the Congress — Committee appoint- 
ed to give currency to Bills of Credit of 
all the Governments on the Continent — 
Committee Report on Bills of Credit of 
the other Colonies — Loammi Baldwin to 
have use of Instruments from the Col- 
lege — Proceedings on Canada and In- 
dians — Address to Moheakounuck Indians 
— Exportations to Quebeck, &c, prohib- 
ited — Proceedings on Prisoners at Arun- 
del — Addresses to Continental Congress 
on Ticonderoga, Sic. — Exportation of 
Fish, Sic, recommended to be prohibit- 
ed — Letters from Governour Trumbull, 
Colonel Arnold, and Continental Con- 
gress — John Whitcomb chosen First Ma- 
jor-General — Instructions to Committee 
appointed to go to Ticonderoga — Library 
and Apparatus of Harvard College to be 
secured — Letters to Continental Congress 
and New-England Governments — Depo- 
site of Fire-Arms in Magazine — Commit- 
tee to take care of Estates of Refugees — 
Report of Committee on claims of ap- 
pointments of Colonels in the Army — 
Supply of Spirituous Liquors on extraor- 
dinary occasions — Report of Committee 
on violation of the Sabbath — Proclamation 
in answer to Proclamation of Governour 
Gage — Report of Committee on Increase 
of Army, &c< — Farther Resolution on 
supply of Arms — Committee appointed 
to prepare Letter to Continental Congress 
on attack of Bunker's Hill — Hon. James 
Warren chosen President ; Vice, Joseph 
Warren — Resolution of Continental Con- 
gress on erecting Government in Massa- 
chusetts — -Letter to Continental Congress, 
containing account of Battle of Bunker's 
Hill, &tc. — Wm. Heath appointed Major- 
General — Farther Proceedings on Refu- 
gees—Address from Penobscot Chief — 
Report on Penobscot Indians — Report on 
Colonel Phinney's Regiment — Report of 
Committee appointed to inquire into mis- 
conduct in the late engagement at Bun- 
ker's Hill — Harvard College Library to 
be removed — Lieutenant Cox arrested — 
Letter to Governour Trumbull — Recep- 
tion of General Washington — Petition of 
Committee of Correspondence of Ply- 
mouth — Letter- to Albany Committee on 
Bunker's Hill Battle — Report of Com- 
mittee on Bills of Credit — Committee to 
prepare Address- to General Washington — 
Address to the Counties of Worcester and 
New-Hampshire— Distribution of Pow- 
der — Deputy Commissaries appointed — 
Trial of Criminals on the Sea-Coast — 
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Letter to Governour of Connecticut — Sick 
and Wounded provided for — Address to 
General Washington, and his Answer — 
Address to General Charles Lee, and his 
Answer — Light-houses supplied — Petition 
of Joseph Barrell — Letter from Alexander 
Shepard on his Survey of Province of 
Maine — Letter from Colonel Gridley — 
Answer to a Letter from New-Hampshire 
— Letter to Governour Trumbull — Sur- 
geons and Surgeons' Mates appointed — 
Report of Committee on Drawbridge at 
Cambridge — Report of Committee on 
supply of Spirituous Liquors to Stock- 
bridge Indians — Letter to General Wash- 
ington — Clothing for the Army — Com- 
mittee returns from Ticonderoga — Report 
on their mission — Farther Proceedings 
on Bills of Credit — Letter from General 
Ward — Supply of General Washington's 
table — Pay of Samuel Freeman, Secre- 
tary of Congress — Report of Committee 
on state of Nantucket — Letters to or from 
Continental Army to be free of Postage — 
Answer to Letters from New-Hampshire 
Congress — Report of Committee on sale 
of Ardent Spirits to Troops — Report on 
seizure of Crown Officers — Letter from 
John Scollay, on Poor of Boston — Letter 
from Indian Chiefs to Andrew Gilman — 
Letter to Continental Congress — Letter 
from General Lee, communicating a Let- 
ter from General Burgoyne — Answer to 
General Lee — Committee appointed to 
confer with General Washington — Memo- 
rial of William Hunt and Lady Frank- 
land — Letter to Governour Trumbull — 
Roll of Captain Noble's Company — Com- 
mittee Report on temporary re-enforce- 
ment of the Army, (See Note) — Letter 
from General Washington's Secretary — 
Captain Stone appointed President of this 
Congress — Excused, and Colonel Benja- 
min Lincoln appointed — Recommendation 
not to kill Sheep or Lambs — Resolutions 
on Prisoners of War — Report on Commis- 
sion of Committee of Safety — Congress 
dissolved, ----- 1375- 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Commit- 
tee of Secrecy of New- York, 

Same, Letter from New-Hampshire Con- 
gress, enclosing a Letter from Doctor 
Wheelock on Canada and Indians, 

Dukes County Committee Proceedings, 

Committee from Crown Point Committee 
on mutinous conduct of Colonel Arnold, 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Committee 
and Selectmen of Harpswell, 

President of Provincial Congress, Letter 
from General Washington, on condition 
of Army, - 

Notification by Town Clerk of Boston, 

Extract of a Letter from the Camp at Cam 
bridge, ---._, 

Provincial Congress, Letter from General 
Charles Lee, - 

Answer to the above, - 

Publication signed "An Old Man," on Let- 
ter from Gen. Burgoyne to Gen. Lee, - 

" A Countryman " to General Burgoyne, - 

Committee of Safety, Letter from Bradford 
Committee, - 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Edmund 
Bridge, ----.. 

Letter from Cambridge, on Noddle Island, 

Committee of Supplies to New-Hampshire 
Congress, - 

Lancaster Committee Proceedings, - 

Declaration of Continental Congress, setting 
forth the causes and necessity of taking 
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1596 
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1678 
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up Arms, read before the People and the 
Army at Cambridge, - 1687 

Council to General Gates, on disposition of 
Prisoners, ------ 1749 

General Assembly, Letter from General 

Washington, 1764 

Resolution of Continental Congress on the 
Government of, - 1845 

McDougall, Alexander, to Josiah Quincy, Jun., - 283 
McClary, Andrew, to New-Hampshire Provincial 
Congress, on conduct of some of their 
Troops, ------ 378 

McCulloch, Adam, publishes his determination to 

adhere to the cause of the Country, - 1642 
Mecklenburgh Resolutions, (See North-Carolina.) 
Mississippi, Governour Browne encourages Emi- 
gration and Settlement in West-Florida, 
on the Mississippi River, - - 992-1000 
Mobs, "Lucius" on the representations concerning 

them in Vol. I. Folio 1260, - - 156 

MoUison, William, His conduct justified by Richard 

Glover, 464 

Money, Continental, Two Million Dollars struck, 1031 
Morris, Gouverneur, Correspondence with Richard 

H. Lee, on Rivington's case, - - 726 

Morris, Lewis, Answers Protest of Westchester 
County against choosing Deputies to elect 
Delegates to Continental Congress, - 323 

Navy, British, Proclamation of Admiral Graves, - 525 
Address of " Sidney" to Seamen, - - 1004 
Captain Montague to Captain Squire, - 1692 

Proclamation on destruction of Light-houses 
by the Americans, ... - 1696 
New- Hampshire — 

Articles of Enlistment at Durham, - 31-32 

Proceedings of Board of Trade and Plan- 
tations, respecting Lands disputed with 

New-York, 136 

"The Spectator" to Governour Wentworth, 159 
Portsmouth Association, - - - 251 

Portsmouth Volunteers, ... 299 

Proceedings of Committee for New-Hamp- 
shire Grants, ----- 315 

" Green Mountain Boys " resident in New- 
Hampshire Grants, ... - 1535 
" Candidates " at Portsmouth to the People, 334 
Letter from Newburyport, on attack of Lex- 
ington and Concord, - 359 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Committee 

of Safety of Massachusetts on same, - 373 
Andrew McClary, at Cambridge, on conduct 

of some of the New-Hampshire Troops, 378 
Letter from Massachusetts Committee of 

Safety, on enlisting Men, - - 385 

H. Jackson to Colonel Jeremiah Lee, on 
re-enforcement, ----- 385 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Colonel 

John Wentworth, - 394 

Provincial Convention to Provincial Con- 
gress of Massachusetts, ... 401 
Answer to the above, ... - 429 
Sandbornton Selectmen to Provincial Con- 
gress, ------ 43.3 

Meeting of the Inhabitants of Londonder- 
ry — Stephen Holland avows his attach- 
ment to his Country, ... 447 
Petition from New-Castle, N. H., to Provin- 
cial Congress of Massachusetts for Am- 
munition, ------ 486 

Assembly meets, 4th May, 1775. Commu- 
nications from New- York Assembly — Ad- 
dress to and from the Governour, J. Went- 
worth — Adjourned by the Governour, 519-'24 
P. Bailey, James McMaster, Thomas Ach- 

incloss, their Recantation, - - - 552 
Portsmouth Town-Meeting Proceedings, - 611 
Marlow Committee to Provincial Committee, 612 
Town of Alstead to Provincial Congress, - 612 
Portsmouth Committee to Provincial Con- 
gress, 632,896 



New-Hampshire — 

John Stark to Provincial Congress, - 639, 739 
Provincial Congress to Governour of, - 640 

Committee of Safety Proceedings — Armed 

Forces ordered to be raised, - - 648 
Provincial Congress, May 17, 1775. Post- 
Office established at Portsmouth — Arms to 
be procured — Manufactures encouraged — 
Two thousand Men to be raised — approve 
removal of Gunpowder from William and 
Mary Castle — Officers appointed — In- 
structions to Committee of Safety — Dis- 
approve conduct of Governour in creating 
new Members of Assembly — Several Ad- 
dresses prepared — Brigadier-General Fol- 
som commissioned as First Commander — 
Secrecy enjoined — Bills of Credit issu- 
ed, - 647-'60 

Proceedings communicated to Massachusetts 

Congress, ------ 664 

Delegates at Philadelphia to Provincial Com- 
mittee on Indians and Guy Johnson, - 669 
Provincial Congress to Deputies in Conti- 
nental Congress, - - 696, 894-'5 
Same to Continental Congress, - - 696 
Same to Massachusetts Congress, - - 697 
Letter from Colonel John Fenton, on Indian 

Affairs, 698 

Committees of Safety — Portsmouth, Green- 
land, and Rye Proceedings, - - 701 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Massachu- 
setts Congress, ----- 717 
Present condition given by their Delegates 

in Continental Congress, ... 725 
Ebenezer Lovering's Recantation, - - 725 
Letters from Massachusetts Congress, on Ti- 

conderoga, ... - 737, 876 

Portsmouth Committee to Newburyport 

Committee, ----- 740 

Account of Damage done by British to Fort 

William and Mary, - 740 
Provincial Congress to Colonel Stark, - 868 
Same, Letters from Portsmouth Commit- 
tee, 868, 937 

Meshech Weare to Provincial Congress, - 869 
Committee of Safety, Letter from Winbom 

Adams, 869 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Charles 
Johnson, ------ 869 

Same, Letter from Joseph Kelly, - - 878 
Same, Letter from Nathaniel Shaw, - 894 

Same to New- York Provincial Congress, on 
Ticonderoga, ----- 895 

Same to Massachusetts Congress, on Canada, 902 
New-Hampshire Grants — William Duer to 
New- York Congress, - - - - 910 

Conway Town-Meeting Proceedings, - 914 

John Prentice renounces his Signature in 

favour of Governour Hutchinson, - 921 

Provincial Congress Proceedings, - - 937 
Same, Letters from John Hancock, President 

Continental Congress, - - 956, 1034 

Same, Letter from Conway Committee, - 958 
Committee of Safety to Massachusetts Con- 
gress, ------ 979 

Exeter Committee to Conway Committee, 979 
Provincial Congress, Letters from Massa- 
chusetts Congress, - - - 1003, 1383 
Committee of Safety, Letter from Colonel 
Read, - - - - - 1005-7 

Same, Letter from Colonel Israel Gilman, 1013 
Governour Wentworth to Theodore Atkinson, 1019 
General Folsom, Letter from Col. Bartlett, 1022 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Col. John 

Stark, on Charlestown Battle, - - 1029 
Committee of Safety, Letter from James 

McGregore, 1029 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Delegates 

in Continental Congress, ... 1035 
Messrs. Bucknam and Wales to Colonels 
Bailey and Hurd, on Indians and Canada, 1041 
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New-Hampshire— 

Committee of Safety, Letter from Rev. 

Samuel Webster, - - - - 1035 

Same, Letter from General Folsom, on Bun- 
ker Hill Battle, .... 1063 
Same, Letters from same, on Colonel Stark, 

&c, 1069, 1092 

Committee of Safety, Letters from General 

Folsom, - - - 1081,1121,1529 

Provincial Congress, Letter from James 

McGregore, - - - - - 1081 
Committee of Safety to General Folsom, -1109, 

1128, 1529 

Mason Committee Proceedings, - - 1109 

Committee of Safety, Letter from Massachu- 
setts Committee of Supplies, - - 1142 

House of Representatives meets 12th June, 
1775 — Answer to Governour's Speech — 
Message from Governour, - - 1175-'6 
Committee of Safety — Orders to Captain 
Elkins — Provisions and Axes for the 
Troops — Col. Poor's Regiment ordered 
to march to Cambridge, &c, - 1176-'79 

Provincial Congress meets June 27, 1775 — 
Provincial and County Records removed 
to Exeter — Staff Officers appointed — 
Massachusetts Rules and Regulations of 
the Army adopted — Farther Orders re- 
specting removal of Records — General 
Folsom to rank as Major-General — Courts 
recommended to adjourn — Colonel Fen- 
ton imprisoned — Committee on Ticonde- 
roga, Crown Point, and Canada — Nicho- 
las Gilrnan, Receiver-General — Doctor 
Wheelock on Canadian Affairs — One 
Month's Pay to Widows and legal repre- 
sentatives of Officers and Soldiers killed — 
Fire-Arms procured — Government of the 
Town of Monadnock— Farther Bills of 
Credit issued — Committee's Report on 
removal of Records — Letter to Conti- 
nental Congress — Adjourned to the 22d 
day of August, .... H79-'86 

Committee of Safety to Colonel Reed, - 1530 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Captain 
John Langdon, - - - 1532 

Governour Wentworth to Theodore Atkin- 
son, Secretary of the Colony, - 1541, 1710 

Provincial Congress to Massachusetts Con- 
gress on Canada, enclosing Letter from 
Doctor Wheelock, - - - 1541 

Same, Letter from Hanover and Lebanon 
Committees, on Mr. Dean's return from 
Canada, ---.._ 1543 

Same, Letter from Theodore Atkinson, on 
delivery of Provincial Records, - - 1600 

Governour Wentworth, Letter from same on 
same subject, ----- igoi 

Committee of Safety to Doctor Langdon, - 1612 

Same to Delegates in Continental Congress, 1612 

Provincial Congress to Continental Con- 
gress, 1613 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Massachu- 
setts Committee of Supplies, - - 1651 

FrancestQwn Committee Proceedings, - 1651 

Hillsborough Committee Proceedings, - 1652 

Exeter Committee of Safety Proceedings 
On John Quigly, - - - - 1652 

Assembly, 14th July, 1775 — Message from 
Governour Wentworth, and Answer — 
Farther Message from the Governour, 1678-'80 

Hillsborough Committee of Safety to Gen. 
Sullivan, and his Answer, ... 1689 

Committee of Safety, Letters from General 
Sullivan, - - - - - 1690, 1755 

Same, Letter from Colonel Reed, - - 1690 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Continen- 
tal Congress, - - - - -1711 

New-Ipswich Committee Proceedings against 
David Hills, - - - - -1711 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Col. Hurd, 1740 



New -Hampshire — 

Committee of Safety, Letter from Captain 

Bedel, - 1749 

Committee of Safety, June ,30, 1775 — Cer- 
tain Payments ordered — Officers appoint- 
ed and instructed — Enlistments ordered — 
Apprehension of Deserters recommend- 
ed, 1765-'8 

New-Jersey — 

Cumberland County Proceedings against 
Silas Newcomb, for using Tea, and his 
Recantation, ----- 34 
Monmouth County Committee — Proceed- 
ings on Seditious Writings of A. W. Far- 
mer and J. Rivington, - - 35 
Hackinsack Resolutions of Loyalty, &c, - 130 
Freehold Resolutions against Inhabitants of 

Shrewsbury, - - - - -131 
"Essex" to "D. C.," in favour of Ame- 
rica, 160, 232 

Freehold Resolutions against Thomas Leon- 
ard, 254 

Arthur Lee to Speaker of House of Assem- 
bly, - 339 

Newark Committee Resolutions on news by 

express from Boston, ... 2S2 
Governour Franklin's Proclamation conven- 
ing Assembly, ----- 426 
Perth Amboy Resolutions — Deputies to Pro- 
vincial Congress, - 426 
Morris County Meeting — Delegates to Pro- 
vincial Congress — Forces to be raised — 
Officers appointed, - 457 
Woodbridge Committee to Massachusetts, 
on the Battle of Lexingtdn and Concord, 
and intelligence from Pennsylvania, New- 
York, &c, - - - - - 459 
Provincial Committee recommend a Pro- 
vincial Congress, .... 467 
Essex County — Aquackanonk Proceedings, 478 
Upper Freehold Resolutions, - - - 504 
Newark — Proceedings — Association, &c, 505 
Somerset County Proceedings, - - 551 
Bergen County Committee Proceedings, - 579 
Assembly meets 15th May, 1775 — Commu- 
nication from House of Representatives 
of New- York — Gov. Franklin's Message 
— Message to Governour — King approves 
certain Acts and disapproves others — New 
Treasurer appointed — Address to Govern- 
our Franklin — His Answer thereto — Mes- 
sage from Governour — Governour pro- 
rogues the Assembly, - - 589-604 
Newark Committee Proceedings and In- 
structions to their Deputies in Provincial 
Congress, - 634-'6 
Instructions to Delegates in Continental Con- 
gress, 661 

Provincial Congress meets 23d May, 1775. 
Approve appointment of Delegates to 
Continental Congress — Message to Con- 
tinental Congress — Approve their Pro- 
ceedings — Letter to Provincial Congress 
of New- York — Associations formed — 
Propositions from Assembly of Connect- 
icut, and Answer thereto — Plan for Re- 
gulating Militia — Funds raised, and Com- 
mittee of Correspondence appointed, 685-694 
Somerset County Military Proceedings, - 732 
Provincial Congress to New- York Congress, 845 
" A Jersey Farmer " to the Inhabitants, - 980 
Burlington County Committee Proceedings, 1077 
Proceedings of Quakers, ... 159Q 

Windham Committee Proceedings, - - 1610 
Elizabethtown Committee to New- York City 

Committee, ..... 1674 

Elizabethtown Committee Proceedings, - 1674 
Same to New- York Congress, - - 1726 

New-Brunswick Committee to New- York 

Committee of Safety, - - - - 1733 
Somerset County Meeting of Freeholders, 1745 
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New- York State — New- 

Proceedings at Brookhaven, disapproving of 

Continental Congress, &tc, - - 36, 117 
Emissaries sent to corrupt Assembly, - 123 

Ulster County choose Committee of Obser- 
vation — Resolutions approving Proceed- 
ings of Continental Congress for improv- 
ing the breed of Sheep — Against James 
Rivington — Pamphlet signed by A. W. 
Farmer publickly burned — Approving of 
succeeding Congress, - 131-'3 

Ulster County Committee against J. Low, 
for selling Tea, - - - - 298 

Letter to Lieutenant-Govemour Colden from 
Commissioners for Trade and Plantations, 
respecting Lands claimed by John Van 
Rensselaer, Simon Fraser, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Stewart, James Savage, Samuel 
Bayard, and associates, in Westenhook Pa- 
tent, and disputed Lands between New- 
York and New-Hampshire, together with 
the Proceedings thereon, - - 134— '7 

Tryon County Grand Jury and Magistrates' 

Tory Declaration, - 151 

Selectmen of Billerica to General Gage, on 

the treatment of Thomas Ditson, - - 153 
Albany Committee appoint Deputies to 
choose Delegates to Continental Con- 
gress, ------ 176 

Rensselaerwyck Manor — Thanks to their 

Members of the General Assembly, - 176 
Dutchess County — Poughkeepsie Liberty- 
Pole cut down, ----- 176 

Cumberland County, Riotous Proceedings in, 214 
Cumberland County Committee Proceedings 
on Tories, and the Murder of William 

French, 218-222 

Jamaica Freeholders decline electing Depu- 
ties to choose Delegates to Congress, - 251 
Hempstead Resolutions in favour of the 
King — Refusing to elect Deputies, &c, 
and Address to the Publick, - . 273-4 

Orange County — Elect Deputies to choose 

Delegates to General Congress, - - 275 
Westchester Borough declines to choose 

Deputies, &c, 282 

White Plains — Invitation to meet and vote 

against choosing Deputies, - - - 282 
Dutchess County choose Deputies to elect 
Delegates to Congress — Protest of seven 
Precincts, and Answer thereto, - - 304 
Staten Island refuses to appoint Deputies, - 313 
Westchester County appoints Deputies, - 314 
Westchester County Protest against same, 321 
Lewis Morris answers above Protest, - 323 

Provincial Convention, 20th April, 1775 — 
Delegates to Continental Congress — In- 
structions, - 351— '8 
Jonathan Fowler and George Cornwall 
denounce certain Resolutions previously 
signed at Westchester, - 446 
Council meet — Statement of the excitement 
in the City and State — Governour Colden 
prorogues the General Assembly, 459-'61 
Members of Assembly to General Gage, - 513 
Committee of Safety, Correspondence and 
Protection at Albany from Committee of 
Safety of Massachusetts, - 523 
Westchester County Association formed, - 529 
Ulster County, Extract of a Letter, - - 543 
Johannes Sleght, Ulster County, to the Pub- 
lick, on the conduct of Jacobus Low, - 548 
Capture of Ticonderoga, - 556 
Albany Committee to New- York Commit- 
tee, on above, ----- 605 
Newbury Committee Proceedings, - - 606 
Tryon County — Palatine District to Albany 

Committee, on conduct of Col. Johnson, 637 
His Letters, - 638, 661 
Inhabitants of Cortlandt Manor to Inhabi- 
tants, 644 
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York State- 
Colonel Guy Johnson to Magistrates of Sche- 
nectady and Albany, on Indians, - - 661 
Resolutions of Tryon County, on Guy John- 
son and Indians, .... 665 
Albany Committee to Tryon County Com- 
mittee, 671 

Same to Colonel Guy Johnson, - - 672 

Governour Tryon for Earl of Dartmouth, - 677 
Provincial Congress to Governour of Con- 
necticut, ------ 705 

Same to Massachusetts Committee of Safety, 711 
Sub-Committee of the City and County of 
Albany to Provincial Congress, concerning 
Indians and Colonel Johnson, - - 712 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Massachu- 
setts Congress, ----- 715 

Provincial Congress to Governour of Con- 
necticut, on Ticonderoga and Crown 

Point, 728, 916 

Albany Committee, Letter from Assembly of 
Connecticut, on Ticonderoga and Crown 

Point, 731 

Richmond County Freeholders appoint Dele- 
gates to Provincial Congress — Committee 
to Committee of New- York, - - 831 

Orangetown Inhabitants appoint Delegates to 

Provincial Congress, - 831 

Suffolk County Committee the same, - 831 

Same to Committee of Brookhaven, - 832 

Westchester County Committee appoints 

Deputies to Provincial Congress, - 832 

Goshen Freeholders appoint same, - - 832 
Ulster County same, - 832 

Charlotte County same, - 833 

Haverstraw Freeholders same, - - 834 

Mamicoting Committee sign Association, &,c, 834 
Cornwall Inhabitants appoint Delegates to 

Provincial Congress, - 834 

Dutchess County same, - - - - 834 
Brookhaven Residents same, - - 835-'6 
Brooklyn Town- Meeting same, - - 837 

Provincial Congress, Letters from Commit- 
tee of Connecticut, - - - 838, 843 
King's County Committee choose Delegates 

to Provincial Congress, ... 838 

Jamaica Freeholders same, ... 838 
Albany Committee, Letter from Benedict 
Arnold, enclosing his Letters to Connect- 
icut Assembly and to Capt. Noah Lee, 839~'41 
Albany Committee to Committee of Palatine 

District, on Indians, Sic, .- - 841-'43 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Continen- 
tal Congress, enclosing Resolutions, - 844 
Same, Letter from Provincial Congress of 

New-Jersey, ----- 845 
Same, Letter from Samuel Tudor, tendering 

services of Artillery Company, - - 845 
Same to their Delegates in Continental Con- 
gress, 845 

Letter from Albany Committee, enclosing 

intercepted Letters, - 846 

Provincial Congress, Letter from A. Lott, 846 
Same, Letter from Governour Trumbull, on 

Ticonderoga, &tc, ... 846-'7 

Delegates in Continental Congress to Pro- 
vincial Congress, - - 850, 898, 1016 
Albany Committee, Letter from Governour 

Trumbull, on Ticonderoga, &c, - - 850 
Provincial Congress to Delegates in Conti- 
nental Congress, 873, 956, 975, 984, 1017 
Provincial Congress, Memorial of John Spar- 
ding to, - - - - - - 873 

Tryon County Committee to Colonel Guy 

Johnson, on Indians, &tc, - - - 878 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Robert and 
John Murray, enclosing Proceedings of 
Continental Congress, &c, - - 887-91 
Provincial Congress, Letter from John Lamb, 891 
Same, Letter from Ethan Allen, proposing 
Expedition to Canada, - 891 
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New-York State — 

Provincial Congress to Inhabitants of Que- 
beck, ------ 

Same, Letter from the New- Hampshire Pro- 
vincial Congress, on Ticonderoga, 
Proclamation of Governour Colden farther 

proroguing General Assembly, 
Provincial Congress, Letter from James Riv- 
ington, ------ 

Same, Letters from General Schuyler, 904, 1078 
Same, Letter from William Duer, on New- 
Hampshire Grants, - 
Tryon County Committee, Letter from Col. 
Guy Johnson, on Indians, - - - 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Frederick 
Weisenfels, Marinus Willett, and others, 
tendering their services, - 
Same, Letter from Pierpont Edwards, 
Kingston, Ulster County, Proceedings, 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Captain 
Henry B. Livingston, - - - - 

Cumberland County Committee Proceed- 
ings, 918, 934 

Provincial Congress to Massachusetts Com- 
mittee of Safety, .... 928 

Same, Letter from Abraham Clark, - - 931 
Same to the Continental Congress, - - 931, 

983, 1734 
Same, Letter from Gen. Ward and others, 932 
Brookhaven Committee Proceedings, - 933 

Provincial Congress, Letter from William 
Williams and others, tendering their ser- 
vices, ------ 

Provincial Congress, Letters from John Han- 
cock, President Continental Congress, 

1076, 1132. 
Same, Letters from Delegates in Continen- 
tal Congress, - 954, 1016, 1137, 1674 
Same to Governour Trumbull, - 957, 1114 
Same, Letter from Robert Boyd, Jun., on 

Manufacture of Guns, - 

Tryon County Committee appoint Deputies 

to Provincial Congress, - 

Provincial Congress, Letter from Ulster 

County Committee, - 
Same, Letter from William Duer, 
Same, Letter from William Goddard, on 

General Post-Office, - - - 981-'3 
East-Hampton Committee, Letter from New- 
port, (R. I.) Committee, - 
Provincial Congress to General Wooster, - 
His Answer, - 

Albany Committee, Letter from Adonijah 
Strong, ------ 

Account of Province Stores at Albany, 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Brook 

Watson, 1025 

Same, Letters from Governour Trumbull, - 1025, 

1726 
Provincial Congress, Letters from Joseph 

Johnson, a Mohegan Indian, - 1047, 1577 
Albany Committee to Continental Congress, 1048 
Provincial Congress, Letter from William 

Elphinston, 1059 

Same, Letter from Elisha Phelps, - - 1059 
Cumberland County Committee Proceedings, 1064 
Provincial Congress, Letter from J. Lamb 

and G. Roorback, - 
Joseph French to Robert Benson, 
Provincial Congress, Letter from R. R. 

Livingston, on making Powder, - 
Same, Letter from President of Continental 
Congress, enclosing Appointments of Con- 
tinental Officers, - 
Same, Letter from Thomas Hicks, 
Same, Letter from Herman Zedtwitz, offer- 
ing to raise a Regiment in Pennsylvania, - 
Same, Letters from P. T. Curtenius, 1124, 1537 
Charlotte County Committee Proceedings, 1124, 

1134 
Address to Oneida and Tuscarora Indians, 1125 
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New-York State — 

Provincial Congress, Letters from General 

Schuyler, - - - 1134, 1139 

Same, Letter from Jacob Bayley, - - 1134 
Same, Letter from John Lamb, - - 1140 

Provincial Congress, City of New- York, 
May 22, 1775. Secrecy enjoined on 
certain Proceedings — Proceedings on a 
Resolution concerning the powers of the 
Continental Congress and Provincial Con- 
gress — Recommendation of Continental 
Congress on protection of Ticonderoga, 
&c. — Committee of House of Represent- 
atives of Connecticut appears — Letter to 
the Governour of Connecticut — Stores at 
Ticonderoga to be removed — Recom- 
mendation not to make incursions into 
the Province of Quebeck — Arrangement 
of Clergymen to act as Chaplains — In- 
structions to the Commissioners for re- 
moving Stores, &c, from Ticonderoga — 
Resolution approving Proceedings of Con- 
tinental Congress debated — Letter to Dele- 
gates in Continental Congress — Proceed- 
ings to be publick during discussion on 
Paper Currency — Militia recommended 
to Arm — Letter to Delegates in Continen- 
tal Congress, with divers Despatches — 
Letter addressed to the People of Cana- 
da — Committee appointed to prepare a 
Plan of Reconciliation between Great Bri- 
tain and these Colonies — Letter from Con- 
tinental Congress on Ticonderoga, he. — 
Provisions ordered to be purchased for Ti- 
conderoga, &c. — Letter from James Riv- 
ington — Embarkation of British Troops 
not to be obstructed — Letter to Inhabi- 
tants of Tryon County, on Delegates to 
Continental Congress — Letter to Guy 
Johnson — Letter from Albany Commit- 
tee — Letter to and from the Governour 
and Company of Connecticut — Letter and 
Report on King's Bridge sent to Delegates 
in Continental Congress — Philip Schuyler 
recommended to Continental Congress as 
a Major-Genera], and Richard Montgom- 
ery as a Brigadier-General — Letter to Al- 
bany Committee — Two Letters to Dele- 
gates at the Grand Continental Congress 

— Mobs discountenanced — Letter to the 
Committee of Safety of Massachusetts — 
James Rivington permitted to go to his 
family — Letter to General Ward — Motion 
and Debates on dismantling the Fort in 
City of New- York — Powder-Mills erected 
at Rhynbeck — Bounty on Powder manu- 
factured — Arms taken from British Troops 
to be restored to them — Robert and John 
Murray restored to their commercial privi- 
leges — Map of Hudson River and Plan of 
Fortifications presented by Colonel Clin- 
ton and Mr. Tappan — Letter from Dele- 
gates in Continental Congress — Letter to 
the Merchants of Canada — Letter to Dele- 
gates in Continental Congress — Boyd and 
Watkeys employed in making Muskets 

— Artillery Company formed — Captain 
Thompson's information forwarded to 
Connecticut — Angus McDonald arrested, 
Proceedings thereon — Report on the case 
of William Duer — Letter from William 
Goddard, on Post-Office— Information of 
Capt. Jeffrey on the subject of the Trans- 
ports, and Letter thereon to Major-Gene- 
ral Wooster — Deputies from Tryon Coun- 
ty attend — Resolution of Continental 
Congress on Protection of New-York, 
&c. — Letter to Governour Trumbull — • 
Passport to Canada granted Brook Wat- 
son — Inoculation for Small-Pox forbidden 
— Passport to Joseph Johnson, a Mohe- 
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New- York State — 

gan Indian — Plan of Accommodation with 
Great Britain discussed and agreed to — 
Resolution agaiDSt establishment of Ro- 
man Catholick Religion — Letter from 
Massachusetts Congress — Letter from Al- 
bany Committee on French Indians — 
Address to His Excellency George Wash- 
ington, Generalissimo, and preparations 
for his reception — His Answer — Letter 
from Committee of Intelligence of Charles- 
town, S. C, enclosing intercepted Letter 
from Governour Gage to Governour Mar- 
tin, of North-Carolina — Form of Warrant 
of Appointment, and Instructions to Mili- 
tary Officers — All Muskets and Bayonets 
to be sent to New- York City — Farther 
Discussions on Plan of Accommodation — 
Letter to Delegates in Continental Con- 
gress, accompanying Plan of Accommo- 
dation — Proceedings on King's Stores at 
Turtle Bay — Killing of Lambs prohibit- 
ed — Letter to Elisha Phelps — Letter to 
John N. Bleeker — Report of Committee 
on directions of Continental Congress to 
General Schuyler — Farther agreement 
with Boyd and Watkeys for Muskets — 
Letter from General Schuyler — Uniform 
Coats to be made for the Troops — Ethan 
Allen and Seth Warner admitted to audi- 
ence — Green Mountain Boys mustered 
into service — Disapprove of intended Ad- 
dress of Corporation of New- York to Go- 
vernour Tryon — Supply of Provisions to 
Fisheries forbidden — Letter from Govern- 
our Martin, of North-Carolina, to Henry 
White, intercepted — Apprentices enlisted 
to be returned to their Masters — Commit- 
tee report interview with Mr. White on 
the intercepted Letter from Governour 
Martin — William McLeod, a British Offi- 
cer, not permitted to embark for Boston — 
Letter from Henry White, and Proceed- 
ings thereon — A Day of Fasting and Pray- 
er recommended — A Committee of Safety 
appointed to act during recess of Congress 
— Instructions to the same — Adjourned to 
Tuesday fortnight, - - - 1241-1348 
President of Provincial Congress, Letter from 

Edward Fleming, - 1526 

James Ball's Recantation, - - - 1528 
Provincial Congress, Letter from John Alsop, 1532 
Proclamation of Governour Tryon, - - 1533 
Governour Tryon, Letter from New- York 

Corporation, and his Answer, - - 1534 

Provincial Congress, Letters from General 

Schuyler, 1536, 

1647, 1649, 1671, 1704, 1711, 1731 
Same, Letter from S. Patrick, - - 1538 

Same, Letter from Colonel Hinman, - 1538 

Same, Letter from Walter Spooner, on Ti- 

conderoga, &c, - 1539 

Same, Letters from John N. Bleeker, on 

Powder, Sic, .... 1570, 1701 
William Schuyler and others to John Mar- 

lett, on Guy Johnson and others, - - 1571 
Provincial Congress, Letter from B. Watson, 1571 
Same, Letter from Burnet Miller, - - 1577 
Same, Letter from Delegates in Continental 

Congress, on Plan of Accommodation, - 1591 
Same, Letter from General Wooster, on en- 
listed Apprentices and Servants, - - 1604 
Same, Letter from Westchester Committee, 1604 
Same, Letter from Kingston Committee, - 1605 
Same, Letters from Elisha Phelps, - - 1605, 

1647, 1657 
Same, Letter from North-Carolina Delegates 

in Continental Congress, ... 1609 
Same to Charles Thomson, ... 1609 
Falkenhan and Wolhaupter offer to supply 
Drums and Fifes, .... 1621 



New- York State — 

Provincial Congress, Letter from J. Grennell, 1644 
Same, Letter from General Wooster, - 1645 

Same, Letter from Egbert Benson, - - 1657 
Albany Committee Proceedings, - - 1658 
Ulster County, Association signed by per- 
sons who had refused heretofore, - - 1659 
Committee of Safety, Letter from General 

W r ooster, 1665 

Albany Committee to General Schuyler, - 1666, 

1669, 1746 
Tryon County Committee to Albany and 

Schenectady Committees, on Indians, - 1666 
Return of the Army under General Schuy- 
ler, 1st July, 1775, --- - 1667 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Tryon 

County Committee, .... 1668 
Same, Letter from Newbury (Gloucester 

County) Committee, - 1668 
Same, Letter from Colonel Guy Johnson, - 1696 
Examination of Garret Roseboom before 
Committee of Albany on Canada and In- 
dians, 1670 

Committee of Safety, Circular to Colonels 

of Regiments, ----- 1674 
Same, Letter from John Lamb, - - 1675 

Provincial Congress, Letters from Albany 

Committee, ... - 1675, 1753 

Committee of Safety, Letter from Delegates 

in Continental Congress, - 1684 

Provincial Congress. Letter from Ethan Al- 
len, - - ... 1695 
Huntington Committee Proceedings, - 1699 
Committee of Safety, Letter from Colonel 

James Clinton, ----- 1700 
Same to Continental Congress, - - 1719 

Same, Letter from Colonel Van Schaick, 

with Return of his Regiment, - - 1719 
Provincial Congress, Letter from Elizabeth- 
town Committee, - 1726 
Same, Letter from Christopher Yates, - 1726 
Marinus Willett and others to Provincial 

Congress, 1729 

Committee of Safety to General Schuyler, 1730 
Schenectady Committee to Gen. Schuyler, 1730 
Committee of Safety, Letter from New- 
Brunswick Committee, ... 1733 
Provincial Congress, Letter from General 
Schuyler, ------ 1735 

Same, Letter from Delegates in Continental 

Congress, 1752 

Same, Letter from Walter Livingston, - 1753 
Same, Letter from Dirck G. Brinckerhoff, 1753 
Proclamation of Governour Tryon prorogu- 
ing Assembly, - - - - - 1758 
Provincial Congress, Letter from, General 

Schuyler, 1760 

Cherry Valley Committee, Letter from the 

Oneida Chiefs, on Murders committed, - 1766 
Committee of Safety, 11th of July, 1775. — 
Proceedings on Peter Herring, Prisoner — 
Correspondence with General Wooster 
and William Duer — with William Marsh 
and Samuel Rose — with William Hooper 
and Joseph Hewes — Letter to Delegates 
in Continental Congress — Letter from Go- 
vernour Trumbull — Arms and Clothing 
provided — Letter to Delegates in Con- 
tinental Congress — Letter to General 
Schuyler, enclosing one to Colonel Hin- 
man — Letter to Gen. Wooster — Proceed- 
ings on Boat and Boat's Crew belonging 
to Ship Asia — Letter to Gen. Schuyler — 
Mr. James Smith appointed to the com- 
mand of an armed Vessel — Gunmakers to 
be imported from England — Circular to 
Colonels of Regiments — Letter to Provin- 
cial Congress — Report of Committee on 
Indian Affairs — Letter to Delegates in 
Continental Congress — Proceedings on 
Equipments and Ordnance Stores, 1777-1799 
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New- York State — 

Provincial Congress, 26th of July, 1775. — 
Report of Committee of Safety — Ebe- 
nezer Hazard appointed Post-Master — • 
William Duer appointed Deputy Adju- 
tant-General — Letter to John Hancock — 
Letter to Delegates in Continental Con- 
gress, on Tea, &.c. — Letter to Governour 
Trumbull — Tents ordered — Correspon- 
dence with the Indians — Committee of 
Officers — Letter to Gen. Washington — 
Letter from Philip Livingston and George 
Clinton — Dispute between Messrs. De 
Lancey and Scott settled by the House — 
Pay of Colony Troops — Proceedings of 
Congress on destruction of the Barge of 
Ship Asia, ... - 1800-1820 

Resolutions of Continental Congress for De- 
fence of divers points in the State, - 1835 
New- York City — 

Committee on appointment of Delegates for 

next Congress, ----- 4 
Remarks on Virginia and Maryland, - 14 

Address to Inhabitants, on Secret Service 

Money from England, 15 

Addresses to the People, on Proceedings of 
the Committee choosing Delegates to Con- 
tinental Congress, ... 44-51 
Proceedings of General Committee respect- 
ing Deputies to appoint Delegates for 
next Congress — Letter from same to the 
several Counties, ... 137-'8 
Proceedings on election of Deputies, - 138 
General Committee — Divers Proceedings — 
Letter from Elizabelhtown, concerning 
Ship Beulah, Messrs. J. & R. Murray, 
owners of Cargo, ... 144— '8 
" Philalethes " to Mr. Holt, on Rivington's 

Gazetteer, - - - - - 149 

" Senex" to John Dickinson, - - - 211 
"Anti-Tyrannicus" to Committee of Inspec- 
tion of City and County, ... 213 
Benj. Hough's case, complaining of assault 

in Charlotte County, - - - - 215 
"An Englishman" to Committee of Corres- 
pondence of Philadelphia, - - . 238 
Committee, to Inhabitants of City and Coun- 
ty, on exportation of Nails, and supply 
of Troops at Boston, - - - 242, 282 
Captain Sears and Paschal N. Smith deny 
sending Supplies for the King's Troops at 

Boston, - 338 

Anonymous Addresses to the People, - 139, 

148,347 
Letter from Virginia, on Addresses of Coun- 
cil and Assembly, - 153 
Committee report amount of Sales under 

tenth Article of Association, - - 342 

Committee to Provincial Congress of Mas- 
sachusetts, .... 344-'7 
" Anti-Licentiousness " to Mr. Rivington, - 348 
Committee of Safety of Worcester to, on the 

news of attack on Lexington and Concord, 363 
Committee to Governour Trumbull, urging 
him to intercept the Despatches from 
England to Governour Gage, - - 383 
Address to Messrs. De Lancey, White, Col- 
den, Watts and Cooper, from " Three 

Millions," 389 

Committee recommend new Committee of 
One Hundred — Provincial Congress to be 
called on Monday, May 22, 1775, - 400 

Committee's Address to Freeholders and 
Freemen, ------ 427 

Same to the several Counties of Province, 428 
"An American " to the Inhabitants of New- 
York, on the conduct of British Troops 
at Lexington and Concord — Supposed 
object to seize Hancock and Adams, - 428 
Oliver De Lancey denies that a certain Let- 
ter was written by him, ... 445 



448 
448 



471 
479 



New-York City — 

Jacobus Low denies that he had sold Tea, 
Letter from a Gentleman at, to Committee 
of Correspondence of Portsmouth, N. H., 
Committee, Letters from the Massachusetts 

Committee of Safety, - - 450, 507 

General Committee for City and County 
chosen, and Deputies to Provincial Con- 
gress, ------ 459 

Committee — Samuel Broom and his Com- 
pany tender their military services — Sub- 
Committee appointed to perfect Associa- 
tion — Rules for the government of the 
Committee — Exportation to Quebeck, 
&sc, suspended — No Provisions to be 
sent to British Troops at Boston — Can- 
non moved out of Town — Amount of Mili- 
tary Stores and Arms to be ascertained — 
Address to Lieutenant-Governour, explain- 
ing their motives, and a Committee of Cor- 
respondence appointed, - - 468-71 

Association of New-York signed and trans- 
mitted to the several Counties, 
Address of Isaac Wilkins, ... 

Committee — Letter from John Cruger and 
Jacob Walton declining to sign Associa- 
tion — Committee inquire concerning dis- 
missal of Post- Rider — Thanks to Officers 
and Men from Connecticut — Committee 
from Philadelphia received — Letter from 
New-Windsor received — Report from 
Committee on removal of Post-Rider — 
Eb. Hazard employed as Post-Master, 479-'82 
Publication concerning Post-Office, - - 506 
Post-Office established at Holt's, (See Note,) 537 
Proceedings of Committee — Circular to the 
several Colonies, and Address to the Lord 
Mayor and Corporation of London, 509-'12 
Letter from " A Deserter " to his Fellow- 
Soldiers, 
Delegates from Massachusetts and Connect 

icut to Continental Congress received, 
Committee Resolutions on Arms and Am- 
munition — Address to General Gage — 
Address to Lieutenant-Governour Colden 
—His Answer, - - - - 529-'35 

Committee receive tenders of services from 
several Captains of Companies — Copies 
of Association lodged at different places in 

the City, 604-'5 

Committee to the Continental Congress, with 

account of the capture of Ticonderoga, 605-'6 
Committee Proceedings, - 617, 670, 727 

Recommendation of Continental Congress 

concerning British Troops, - 618 

Committee Proceedings — Military Night 
Watch established — Letter to Governour 
of Connecticut, - - 636-7, 671 

Gouverneur Morris to Richard Henry Lee, 
on Rivington's case, - - - - 
Committee, Letter from Jonathan Parsons, 
Jun., on the condition of Newfoundland, 
Publication signed " A Club of Congression- 
ists" to Mr. John Holt, on his printing a 
Paper headed " No Standing Army," 
Copy of the above Paper, ... 
Committee Proceedings, ... 

933, 965, 1046, 1574, 1645 
Committee to Continental Congress, on 

James Rivington, .... 899 
Same, Letter from Donald McLeod, offering 

to raise a Company of Highlanders, 929, 932 

Same, Letter from Benjamin Lindsay, - 929 

Publication of Association of Newtown, 

Connecticut, - 

The Right Honourable Lord , Letter 

from S. Sp. Skinner, - 



- 516 



517 



726 



851 



880 
881 
898, 



1135 



- 1526 

The Corporation to Governour Tryon, and 
his Answer, - 1534 

Committee of Secrecy to Massachusetts 
Congress, 1537 
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1622 
1655 

1674 

254 

992 

1519 

1840 



7 
115 
116 
117 



New-York City— 

Secret Committee Proceedings, - - 1574 

Committee, Letter from Elizabethtown Com- 
mittee, on Wm. McLeod, a British Officer, 1591 

Proceedings of Volunteers, ... 1592 

Committee Proceedings on Connecticut Bills 
of Credit, - 

" A Calm Address to the People of," 

Committee, Letter from the Elizabethtown 
Committee, - 

Non-Importation Agreement, Committee at Phila- 
delphia cautions against breaking the same, 
North, Lord, " Memento " at London, 

Conversation with a Gentleman on America, 

Paper authorized by him read in Continental 
Congress, ------ 

North- Carolina — 

Council at Newbern, Proclamation recom- 
mended, ------ 

Chowan County, Address to Governour, 

Rowan and Surry Counties to same, 

Guilford County to same, - 

Council at Newbern — Proclamation of Gov- 
ernour Martin against election of Depu- 
ties to Congress, ... 253, 273 

Assembly meets 4th April, 1775 — Govern- 
our Martin's Speech — Instructions to 
Committee to answer said Speech — Ap- 
prove Convention at Newbern — Disap- 
prove of Addresses in North-Carolina Ga- 
zette — Address prepared — Proceedings of 
Continental Congress approved of — As- 
sembly dissolved, ... 255-'66 

Provincial Convention at Newbern, 3d April, 
1775 — Approve General Association of 
Congress, and the conduct of their Dele- 
gates to Congress — Delegates re-elected 
— Powers conferred on them — New Con- 
vention authorized — Arts, Manufactures, 
and Agriculture to be encouraged — Gov- 
ernour's Proclamation condemned — Tho- 
mas Macknight refuses to sign Association 
— censured — his Vindication, - 266-'72 

Alexander Elmsly, Agent in London, to 
Samuel Johnston, - 

Earl of Dartmouth to Governour Martin, - 

William Hooper to Samuel John Johnson, 
from Philadelphia, - 

The Mecklenburgh Resolutions on Indepen- 
dence, (See Note,) - 

Governour Martin to Henry White, N. York, 

Wilmington District Association, 

Letter to Governour Martin from Governour 
Gage, intercepted, - 

Letter from Governour Martin to Henry 
White, intercepted, - 

Newbern Committee, Letter from Charles- 
town, (S. C.,) Committee, enclosing in- 
tercepted Letters, - 

Wilmington Committee Proceedings, 

Newbern Committee Proceedings, 

Authorized to raise Troops, - 
Nova-Scotia, People at Halifax oppose shipping of 

Forage to British, and landing of Tories, 
Parliament, "Monitor" to House of Commons, - 

Resolution of Commons on Contribution of 
Colonies, ------ 

Publication called " The Crisis " ordered to 
be publiekly burned by common hangman, 

Bill prohibiting Fisheries passed House of 
Commons, - 

Secretary Povvnall communicates to respec- 
tive Colonies Act restraining Trade and 
Commerce, fee, and prohibiting Fisheries, 
Passive Obedience, Strictures on the doctrine of, - 
Pennsylvania, Chester County Committee on Manu- 
mission of Slaves, and Subscription for 
Boston, - - - _ . 

Lancaster County Committee approve con- 
duct of George Ross and others on Gov- 
ernour's Message, - 245 



296 
476 

679 

855 

974 

1030 

1123 

1344 

1568 
1691 
1697 
1854 

639 
5 

28 

55 

123 



276 
149 



- 172 



320 
400 



Pennsylvania — 

Committee of Yorktown to John Hancock 
and Thomas Cushing, sending Donation 
to Boston, - 

Volunteers at Reading, - 

Assembly, 1st of May, 1775. Letter from 
Agents in London — Gov. John Penn's 
Message — Communication from House of 
Assembly of New- York — Answer to Go- 
vernor's Message — Petition from Inhabi- 
tants of Philadelphia on Defence of the 
Colony — Benjamin Franklin returns from 
London, and is appointed Delegate to 
Congress — Instructions to the same — 
Joseph Galloway excused from serving 
in Continental Congress, - - 451-58 

Letter from Earl of Dartmouth to the Gov- 
ernour, 

Meeting at Carlisle — Military Force raised, 
and Funds to pay same, - 

Letter from a Gentleman in Bucks County 
to his Friend in Philadelphia, 

Bucks County Committee Proceedings, 

Bedford County Committee to Philadelphia 
Committee, ----- 

Joseph Galloway to the Publick, 

James Cavet to Arthur St. Clair and others, 
on Pennsylvania and Virginia Boundary, 

Chester County Committee Proceedings, - 

859, 916, 

Westmoreland County, Meeting of Inhabi- 
tants, 



- 478 



516 

541 
542 

542 
579 

581 
588, 
1132 



1775. Message 

from Benjamin 

of Credit issued 

and Liberties of 



704 



615 

Robert Hanna and others to Gov. Penn, 683-'4 
Governour Penn, Letter from Arthur St. 

Clair, 704 

Boundary between Pennsylvania and Vir- 
ginia, 
Assembly meets, June 19, 
to Governour — Letter 
Franklin, Agent — Bills 
— Memorial from City- 
Philadelphia — Additional Forces to be 
raised — Message from Governour — Far- 
ther Message, and Proceedings thereon — 
General Association approved of — Arms 
and Ammunition to be provided — Minute- 
Men to be raised — Manufacture of Salt- 
petre encouraged — Committee of Safety 
appointed — Signers of BiHs of Credit 
appointed — Michael Hillegas appointed 
Treasurer — Provincial Tax authorized — • 
Proceedings on Non-Combatants, - 1167-74 
Committee of Yorktown to Delegates in 

Continental Congress, ... 1524 

Proceedings of Quakers, - 1590 

Bucks County Committee Proceedings, - 1699 
Address to People of, from their Delegates 

in Continental Congress, ... 1723 
York County Committee Proceedings, - 1743 
Council — Petition of Dominique Du Casse, 1751 
Bucks County, Election of Officers, - 1757 

Committee of Safety, June 30, 1775. As- 
sociation approved of — Volunteers to be 
equipped — Manufacture of Saltpetre en- 
couraged — Bills of Credit issued — Taxes 
imposed — Defensive Proceedings — Ord- 
nance Stores to be procured — Boats to be 
built — Resolutions of Continental Con- 
gress adopted — Form of Commissions for 
Officers of the Military Association, 1765-8 
Pennsylvania Council — 

Governour John Penn communicates a Let- 
ter from the Earl of Dartmouth, com- 
menting on the Proceedings of General 
Congress, and on Boundary Line between 
Pennsylvania and Maryland — Governour's 
Letter to Governour of Maryland on same 

subject, 129-'30 

Proclamation of Governour on Boundary 
Line of Maryland — Letter from Govern- 
our of Maryland, and Answer thereto, - 302 
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Pennsylvania Council — 

Cayuga Indians attend, Proceedings on their 
claim for Lands in Pennsylvania, - 616-11 
Penn, Richard, Letter from Continental Congress, 1877 
Pickering, Timothy, Jun., to Committee of Mas- 
sachusetts, recommending Enlistments and 

Officers, 461 

To Committee of Massachusetts, - - 550 
Post- Office Establishment — 

Ebenezer Hazard proposes to undertake, - 482 
William Goddard same, - 506, 5:36 
Established at Portsmouth, N. H., - - 651 
Post-Roads and Post-Offices established in 
Massachusetts, and Postmasters appoint- 
ed, 802 

Postmaster appointed at Providence, - 900 

William Goddard to New- York Congress, 981— '3 
Post-Offices and Post-Rates established in 

Rhode-Island, 1160 

Letters to and from Continental Army to be 

free of Postage in Massachusetts, - 1497 

Ebenezer Hazard appointed Postmaster of 

New-York, 1802 

Committee in Continental Congress appoint- 
ed, 1839 

Report of Committee considered and agreed 
to, ------ - 1892 

Philadelphia — 

"Camillus" to the Printers, - - -8-10 
Account of outrage on Captain Taylor by 
Captain Graves, of the King's Schooner 

Diana, 78-80 

Paper signed "A Lover of English Liberty." 81 
Answer to Pamphlet entitled " A Candid 
Examination of the Mutual Claims of 
Great Britain and her Colonies," 85-91 

American Association for Manufacturing 
Woollens, Linens, and Cottons — 'Daniel 
Roberdeau, President — His Speech, 140-'44 
Address of " An Englishman" to Commit- 
tee of Correspondence, ... 238 
Committee cautions against breaking Non- 
Importation Agreement, ... 254 
Committee, Proceedings respecting Colonies 

opposed to the Association, - 338 

Address signed "Three Millions " to Messrs. 
De Lancey, White, Colden, Watts and 
Cooper, of New- York, denouncing them, 389 
Armed Association at, - - - 399 

Committee suspend Exportations, &tc, - 421 
Citizens training in Companies, - 467, 931 

Anonymous publications at, - - - 478, 

S78, 962, 1016 
Account published at, of the capture of Ti- 

conderoga, - 623 

Committee Proceedings, ... 625, 

909, 928, 1076, 1105, 1132, 1533 

" An Expectant " to Lord Sandwich, - 861 

Letter from Colonel George Washington to 

George William Fairfax, in England, - 865 
Publication at, signed " A Pennsylvanian," 

addressed to General Burgoyne, - - 910 

: ,i Officers of three Battalions appointed, - 1076 

It Military Association, - - - 1648, 1733 

Prescott, Oliver, to Boston Committee of Safety, 385 

Priestley, Doctor, Letters from Dr. Franklin, 615, 1603 

f Prussia, Officers and Arms said to have sailed from, 

to America, 313 

Quakers, Publication in their behalf on Continen- 
tal Congress, &tc, 80 
Of Pennsylvania and New-Jersey, Address 
from their Meeting at Philadelphia, - 1590 
Quincy, Josiah, Jun., Letter from Alexander Mc- 

Dougall, - - - - - - 283 

Arrives from London, - 424 

Died 26th April, 1775. 
Religion, Resolution of New- York Congress against 

establishing the Roman Catholick, - 1317 

Day of Fast and Prayer appointed, - - 1347 
Report of Committee of Massachusetts Con- 
gress on violation of the Sabbath, - - 1415 



Religion, Pastoral Letters of Synods of New- York 

and Philadelphia to their Congregations, 1692 
Resolve of Continental Congress for a Gen- 
eral Fast Day, 1846 

Rivington, James, Proceedings at Newport, - 12 

Same at Freehold, .... 35 

Same at New- York, 50 

Letter to, from Boston, - - - - 106 
Same from Connecticut, - llO-'ll 

Resolutions of Ulster County, N. Y., against, 132 
Letters from Philadelphia to, - - 133, 134 
Letter to him from New-Haven, - - 252 
Communication from Boston, ... 284 
" Anti-Licentiousness," of New- York, to, - 348 
Said to have made a Recantation, - - 448 
Gouverneur Morris and Richard Henry Lee's 

Correspondence, .... 726 

To Continental Congress, ... 836 

To New- York Congress, - - - 899 

Proceedings of New- York Committee on his 

case, - 899 

New- York Congress permits him to return 

to his house and family, ... 1284 

Rhode-Island — ■ 

Newport Committee on James Rivington, - 12 
Tea burned at Providence, March 4, 1775, 15 
House of Assembly to Massachusetts Con- 
gress, 389 

Same to Connecticut, ... - 389 
Act of Rhode-Island for raising an Army of 
Observation — Proceedings thereon, and 
dissent of certain Members, - 389-90 

Chairman of Committee of Inspection to the 
Commanding Officer of Provincial Army 
at Cambridge, - 400 

Letter from Committee of Safety of Massa- 
chusetts asking assistance, ... 402 
Stephen Hopkins to the President of Massa- 
chusetts Congress, ... 421, 430 
James Angel to Massachusetts Congress, on 

raising Troops, - - - - - 431 
Zephaniah Andrews and Thomas Freeman 

on same subject, - - - - 431 
Governour Joseph Wanton to General As- 
sembly of, recommending certain Proceed- 
ings, 471-'2 

Committee to Committee of Safety of Mas- 
sachusetts, - 472 
General Assembly to Committee of Safety 

of Massachusetts, on raising Troops, - 520 
Town-Meeting at Providence — Proceedings, 549, 

607 
General Assembly suspend authority of the 

Governour, fee, - - - 662, 967 

General Greene to Jacob Greene, on the 

condition of the Troops, ... 893 
Providence, Proceedings at, and Postmaster 

appointed, 900 

Senior Class Rhode-Island College to their 

President, 935 

Answer to the above, .... 936 
Deputy-Governour Cooke to Captain James 

Wallace, and his Answer, ... 985 
Newport Committee to Easthampton (N. 

Y.) Committee, .... 986 

Providence Town-Meeting and Proceedings 

at Newport, - 1027 

Providence Committee, Letter from Ply- 
mouth Committee, .... 1061 
Tiverton and Little Compton Committee 

Proceedings, - - - - -1117 
Governour Cooke to Massachusetts Congress, 1118 
General Greene to Jacob Greene, Battle of 

Bunker's Hill, &c, - - - - 1126 
Assembly meets May 3, 1775. An Act for 
embodying, supplying and paying Army 
of Observation — Bills of Credit emitted — 
Committee of Safety — Officers of the 
Army of Observation — Deputy-Govern- 
our and Assistants forbidden to administer 
Oath of Office to Governour Wanton — 
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Rhode-Island — 

Powers conferred on Henry Ward, Secre- 
tary of the Colony — James Clark to keep 
the Naval Office — Lieutenant-General and 
others to order and direct the Army — Pay 
of the Army — Adjourned to second Mon- 
davof June next. Convened 12th June, 
1775 — Allowance to Soldiers — Regula- 
tions of the Army — Two armed Vessels 
for use of Colony — Officers of the same 
appointed — Memorial of Win. Potter — 
Proceedings thereon — General Officers of 
Provincial Forces appointed — Post-Of- 
fices and Post-Rates established — Farther 
Bills of Credit issued — Military Officers 
appointed — Act to prevent Desertion — 
Day of Publick Fasting and Prayer — Ad- 
journed to 3d Monday in August. Wed- 
nesday, 28th June, 1775, Assembly meets 
in consequence of Warrants issued by 
Deputy-Go veraour — Military Officers ap- 
pointed — Farther Military Force raised — 
Act to repeal an Act entitled "An Act for 
regulating Appeals to His Majesty and 
Council in Great Britain — Power of Go- 
vernour Wanton still suspended — Army 
placed under direction of Commander-in- 
Chief of American Army — Grenadier 
Company raised — Officers of six addition- 
al Companies appointed — Officers of Mi- 
litia appointed — Act for enlisting Minute- 
Men and appointment of Officers — John 
Grimes, Captain in the Navy, - 1143-68 

Governour Cooke to Continental Congress, 1572 

Same to General Washington, - 

Proclamation of the same, ... 

Publication at Newport, on conduct of Cap- 
tain Ayscough and others, - 

Governour Cooke to General Washington, - 

Providence Town-Meeting Proceedings, 
Salt, prohibited to be landed at Baltimore, - 

Virginia encourages manufacture of, - 
Savage, James, For self and others praying con- 
firmation of title to Lands in New- York, 
South- Carolina — 

Committee of Charlestown to New- York 
Committee, ----- 

Proceedings of Committee of Observation of 
Charlestown on cargo of the Snow Pro- 
teus, ------ 

In Note see farther Proceedings on General 
Articles of Association, - 

Charlestown, Proceedings at, - 

Proceedings of Provincial Congress and 
General Association, - - - - 

Provincial Congress Proceedings, - 915, 962 

Association of Provincial Congress, Proceed 



1649 
1650 

1677 

1754 

1763 

34 

171 

135 



162 

163 

710 

896 



ings, 



922 



Petition of Michael Hubert to Committee of 

Correspondence of Charlestown, 
(See Proceedings on the above,) 
Publication at Charlestown on Association, 

&.C., ------ 

Letter from Charlestown, stating three Re- 
giments to be raised by Congress, and 
their Officers named, - - - - 

Provincial Congress adjourn, new Election 
ordered, ------ 

Charlestown, arrival of his Excellency Right 
Honourable Lord Wm. Campbell, Gov- 
ernour-in-Chief, - 

Secret Committee Proceedings, 

Provincial Congress, 21st of June, 1775 — 
Address to Governour — His Answer — 
Farther Proceedings, - - - - 

Provincial Congress, Resolutions on Absen- 
tees from the Colony, and their Estates, 

Charlestown Secret Committee intercept and 
substitute a Letter from Governour of 
Georgia to Governour Gage, and also a 
Letter to Admiral Graves, - - 1110— '11 



922 
923 

938 



953 



1016 



1030 
1042 



1043 



1056 



- 1567 



1568 
1569 



31 

32 

501 



1689 

1690 

1721 

667 

501 

166l-'5 



South- Carolina — 

Delegates in the Continental Congress to 

Charlestown Secret Committee, - - 1519 
Charlestown Committee to Continental Con- 
gress, enclosing intercepted Letters, 
Same to Committee of Newbern, North- 
Carolina, ------ 

Same to Savannah Committee, (.See Note,} 
Speech of Governour to Council and Assem- 
bly — Answer thereto — Address of Upper 
House of Assembly — Answer thereto, 1617-20 
John Stuart, Superintendent Indian Affairs, 

to Committee of Intelligence, - - 1681 

Council of Safety Proceedings, 1715, 1723-'6 
Sullivan, John, communicates Articles of Enlist- 
ment, Durham, New-Hampshire, - 
Answer to above, and his Reply, 
Letter from Alexander Scammell, 
Address from Hillsborough Committee of 

Safety, and his Answer, - 
To New-Hampshire Committee of Safety, - 
From General Lee, - 

Sullivan, Jas., to Massachusetts Committee of Safety, 
Scammell, Alexander, to John Sullivan, 
Scammons, Col. James, his Court-Martial, 
Schuyler, General, to Continental Congress, 

1123, 1133, 1138, 1530, 1535, 1536, 1645, 

1665, 1669, 1702, 1729, 1734, 1745, 1760 

To Colonel Hinman, - - - -1133 

To New- York Congress, 1134, 1139, 1536, 1647, 
1649, 1671, 1704, 1711, 1731, 1735, 1760 
To Governour Trumbull, 1139, 1621, 1704, 1762 
Recommended as a Major-General to Conti- 
nental Congress by New-York Congress, 1279 
To General Washington, 1525, 1685, 1762 

From Governour Trumbull, enclosing paper 

concerning Canada and the Indians, - 1594 
From Colonel Hinman, - 1605 

His reception at Albany — Address to, and 

Answer, ------ 1615 

From Gen. Washington, 1084, 1623, 1736, 1747 
From Albany Committee, 1666,1669, 1746 

Return of the Army under his command, 1st 

July, 1775, --..- 1667 

From Governour Trumbull, 1676,1721, 1747 
To Governour Trumbull, - 1685 

From New- York Committee of Safety, - 1730 
From Schenectady Committee, - - 1730 

From Nathan Clarke, enclosing Proceedings 

of Dorset Committee, - 1761 

To Nathan Clarke, - - 1761 

Ordered to Ticonderoga, &c, - 1855 

Shepard, Alexander, Jun., to Committee of Safety 
of Massachusetts, on his Survey of Maine, 

1476, 1480, 1484 
Shippen, Joseph, from Arthur St. Clair, - - 633 
Slaves, Proceedings of Norfolk Committee on im- 
portation, - 33 

Delaware Assembly pass Bill prohibiting 

importation — Governour does not concur, 127 
Chester County Committee, Pennsylvania, 

recommends gradual abolition, - - 172 
Rumour of their forfeiture, - 242 

Not admitted into Provincial Army of Mas- 
sachusetts, ------ 762, 

Resolution of Georgia Provincial Congress 
against importation or purchase from Africa 
or elsewhere, 6th July, 1775, - - 1545 

Small, Dr. William, from Thomas Jefferson, - 523 

Spooner, Walter, to Continental Congress — New- 
York Congress — and Gov. Trumbull — on 
Ticonderoga, Colonel Hinman, and resig- 
nation of commission by Col. Arnold, 1539-'41 
Stark, John, to Provincial Congress of New-Hamp- 
shire, --.-._ 639 
From Provincial Congress of New-Hamp- 
shire, ------ 868 

Stewart, Lieutenant- Colonel, and others, asking 
grant of Lands for expenses incurred in 
prosecuting His Majesty's right to certain 
Lands claimed by John Van Rensselaer, 135 
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St. Clair, Arthur, from James Cavet, confined in 

Pittsburgh, 581 

To Joseph Shippen, ... - 633 
To Govemour Penn, - . - 704 

Taylor, George, mal-treatment by Captain Graves, 

King's Schooner, - 78-80 

Tar and Feathers, Thomas Ditson's case, - - 93 
Laughlin Martin and Jas. Dealy at Charles- 
town, South-Carolina, [See Note,) - 923 
Tea, Baltimore Committee recommend discontinu- 
ance of use, - - - - - 1.23 
Committees of Marblehead and Boston ex- 
cuse Thomas Lilly and Simon Tufils for 
buying and selling, ... - 234 
Ulster County, New- York, against J. Low, 

for selling, 298 

Jacobus Low, of New- York, denies sale of, 448 
Stamford Committee, Connecticut, against 

Sylvanus Whitney, ... - 920 
Ticonderoga, Expedition against, - 450, 507, 546 

Capture of, - 556-'60, 605 

Erastus Wolcott and others to Massachusetts 

Congress, on capture of, - - - 618 
Account of capture published in Philadel- 
phia, ------- 623 

Colonel Eaton's account of the capture, - 624 
The same proved to be false by " Veritas," 

1085-'8 
Further account of capture, - - 638— '9 
Letter from Colonel Arnold to Committee of 
Safety of Massachusetts, with list of Can- 
non, &c, at Ticonderoga and Crown 

Point, 645-'6 

Letter from New-York Congress to Gov- 
emour of Connecticut, concerning, - 728 
Proceedings in Connecticut and New- York, 730— '1 
Letter from William Gilleland to Continen- 
tal Congress, - - - - - 731 
Letters from Ethan Allen and Benedict Ar- 
nold — Proceedings in Massachusetts Con- 
gress, 732-'8 

Jurisdiction over, surrendered by Massachu- 
setts to Connecticut, - - - - 808 
Letters from Governour Trumbull and Colo- 
nel Arnold to New- York Congress, - 847 
Letter from James Easton to Massachusetts 
Congress, on question between Connecti- 
cut and New- York, &,c, - - - 849 
Governour Trumbull to Albany Committee, 850 
Massachusetts and Connecticut, concerning, 

S76-'8 
Proceedings of Continental, New- York, and 
New-Hampshire Congresses, on demol- 
ishing the Fortress, - 895 
Council of Officers to Continental Congress, 957 
Instructions of Massachusetts Congress to 

their Commissioners at, - 986 

Proceedings of New-lork Provincial Con- 
gress on removal of Stores, &c, - - 1251 
Instructions to Committee of Massachusetts 

Congress appointed to visit, - - - 1407 
General Schuyler ordered to, &tc, - - 1855 
Tilghman, Matthew, from Richard Glover, justify- 
ing the conduct of William Molleson, - 474 
Thomas, Gen. John, to Committee of Safety of 
Massachusetts on Governour Hutchinson's 

Papers, 473 

To the Massachusetts Committee of Safety, 549, 

581, 1141 
From Massachusetts Committee of Safety, 552 
To Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, 

accepting appointment of Lieut. General, 707 
To Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, 

1021, 1119 
To General Washington, - 1637, 1727 

Trade and Plantations, J. Pownall, Secretary, to 
Lieutenant-Governour Colderi, enclosing 
Proceedings concerning " King's District," 
heretofore claimed by Mr. John Van 
Rensselaer — also claims of Simon Fraser 
and others for Lands, - 134 



Trade and Plantations, J. Pownall, Secretary, to 

the Governours of the Colonies, - - 276 
Same communicates Proclamation of the 
States-General, prohibiting export of Arms 
and Ammunition, - - 276-'7 

Trade and Commerce, Act to restrain, sent to respec- 
tive Colonies, ----- 276 

Trumbull, Joseph, Jun., Letter to his brother, - 728 
Letter from M. S. Mumford, on seizure of 
British Arms at Philadelphia, - - 985 
Trumbull, Joseph, appointed Assistant Commissary- 
General, ------ 1886 

Trumbull, Jonathan, Governour of Connecticut, to 

Earl of Dartmouth, - - - - 108 

Letter from Rev. Eleazer Wheelock on 

Northern Indians, - 152, 210, 339, 582 

Committee of Safety of Massachusetts on at- 
tack of Lexington and Concord, - - 370 
Letter from Adam Babcock, - - - 371 
From New- York City Committee, urging 
him to intercept the despatches from Eng- 
land to General Gage, - 383 
Letter of Col. Isaac Lee concerning Troops 

of the State, 423 

To General Gage, ----- 433 
Answer to the above, enclosing his account 

of the affair at Lexington and Concord, 434-'5 
From Committee of Safety of Massachu- 
setts, 473, 506 

From General Gage, ... - 482 
To Dr. Joseph Warren, - - - - 506 

Petition from Ridgebury, - 536 

Letter from Joel Clark, - 544 

Letter from Thomas Howell, - 544 

Letter from New- York Committee, - 636, 671 
Letter from Provincial Congress of New- 
York, ------ 705 

To Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, - 706 
From New- York Congress, on Ticondero- 
ga, 728, 916 

From New-Haven Selectmen, - - - 730 
To Provincial Congress of New-York, on 

Ticonderoga, he, - - - 846-'7 
To Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, 730, 877 
From Massachusetts Congress, - - 735, 

1445, 1470, 1479, 1507 
To Albany Committee, on Ticonderoga, Sic, 850 
From James Curgenven, - 912 

To Massachusetts Congress, - 936, 

1026, 1090, 1116 
To the President of Continental Congress, 940, 
1035, 1067, 1106, 1606 
From New- York Congress, 957, 1114, 1806 

From Col. Benedict Arnold, on Canada, - 977 
From General Wooster, - 1010 

From General Wooster, enclosing Letter 

from New- York Congress, - - - 1020 
To New-York Congress, - 1025, 1726 

To Colonel Arnold, on Canada, he, - 1026 

From Oneida Indians, - - - - 1116 
From General Schuyler, - - - 1139, 

1621, 1685, 1704, 1762 
From Samuel Mott, - 1140 

From Walter Spooner, on Ticonderoga — 

Colonel Arnold, &.c, - - - - 1540 
From Edward Mott, on Colonel Arnold's 

mutinous conduct, - 1592 

From Ethan Allen, - - 1593, 1649 

To General Schuyler, enclosing Letter on 

Canada and Indians, - 1594 

To General Washington, 1658, 1676, 1763 

To General Schuyler, - 1676, 1721, 1747 

From General Washington, - 1686, 1710 

Union of the Colonies — 

Anonymous Publication concerning, and Ob- 
servations on Dr. Franklin's Plan, - 396 
Van Rensselaer, John Proceedings on his Land 

Tilles, - ' - - - - 134-'7 
Vermont, John Hancock, President, on employment 
of Green Mountain Boys in the American 
Army, - 1076, 1339 
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Vermont — General Schuyler to Continental Con- 
gress, oa the same, .... 1535 

Appointment of the Officers of Regiment of 
Green Mountain Boys, - 1570, 1853 

Virginia — 

Cumberland County — Instructions to their 
Delegates in Provincial Congress, - - 3 

Essex County Committee, Proceedings of, 
on Importation of Merchandise by Capt. 
Richardson, and Premiums on Domestick 
Manufactures, 13 

Norfolk Committee on Importation of Slaves 
by John Brown, 33 

Committee of Princess Anne County Pro- 
ceedings against divers persons for not 
signing Provincial Association, - - 76 

Orange County Committee, on Francis 
Moore, Jun., for gaming, - - - 120 

Instructions to the Convention from a certain 
County, 163 

Anonymous Publications — From Williams- 
burgh to the Gentlemen of the Provincial 
Congress, 153, 319 

Answer to the same, by Americanus, - 300 

Convention meets 20th March, 1775 — Pey- 
ton Randolph, President, communicates 
Proceedings of Continental Congress — 
Letter from Messrs. Franklin, BolLan, and 
Lee, Agents — Approves Proceedings of 
Continental Congress, and of their Dele- 
gates thereto — Thanks to the Assembly 
of Jamaica — Recommends organizing Mi- 
litia — Committee appointed for that pur- 
pose — Authorizes Correspondence with 
New- York Committee of Correspondence 
— Further Contributions to Boston recom- 
mended—Suspension of the Administra- 
tion of Justice in the Collection of Debts, 
&c, recommended — Volunteer Compa- 
nies encouraged — Funds to be raised for 
Ammunition — Thanks to Lord Dunmore, 
his Officers and Soldiers, for their conduct 
in the Indian War — Arts and Manufac- 
tures encouraged — Delegates to General 
Congress — Report of Committee on Arts 
and Manufactures — Sale of Lands disap- 
proved of, 165-172 

Earl of Dunmore's Proclamation on Western 
Boundary, - 174 

Norfolk Committee, on conduct of Captain 
Sampson, in violating the Association, - 174 

Nansemond Committee, on the conduct of 
Rev. John Agnew, ... - 226 

Orange County Proceedings against Rev. 
John Wingate, for having in possession 
certain Pamphlets, which were secretly 
circulated by him, .... 234 

Governour Dunmore's Proclamation against 
election of Delegates to Congress, - - 236 

Gloucester County Committee vote of thanks 
to Thomas Whiting and Lewis Burnell, 
their Delegates, ----- 254 

Sussex County Committee approve Resolves 
of Continental Congress, ... 281 

Chesterfield County Committee Proceed- 
ings, 298 

Southampton Committee approve Proceed- 
ings of Convention — Salt Manufacture en- 
couraged — Delegates to Provincial Con- 
gress — Ammunition to be raised — Gaming 
discouraged, - 299 

Fincastle County Freeholders to Lord Dun- 
more, and his Answer, ... 301 

King George County Committee Proceed- 
ings against Austin Brockenbrough, - 337 

Proceedings at Williamsburgh, on removal 
of Gunpowder — Address to the Earl of 
Dunmore, and his Answer, - - - 371 

Cumberland County Committee approve 
Proceedings of Provincial and Continental 
Congresses, ► 372 
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Virginia — 

Hugh Mercer and others to Colonel George 
Washington, offering to march to Wil- 
liamsburgh, .... . 387 

Letter from Virginia Delegate in Congress to 
Friend in Williamsburgh, ... 387 

Gloucester County Committee encourage 
Manufactures — Resolutions on removal of 
Gunpowder at Williamsburgh — Denounce 
the Governour's Answer, - 387 

Bedford County Committee appoint Dele- 
gates and Committee of Safety — Encou- 
rage manufacture of Sulphur, - - 388 

Captains Grayson and Lee, of Dumfries, ten- 
der their services to Colonel Washington, 
and enclose a Letter from Hugh Mercer 
and others, ----- 395 

Henrico County Resolutions, disapproving 
of removal of Gunpowder from Williams- 
burgh, &x., 395 

Williamsburgh Proceedings respecting seiz- 
ing of Powder, 426 

Albemarle Volunteers to Colonel George 

Washington, ----- 442 

Fredericksburgh Committee, on removal of 
Powder at Williamsburgh, - 443 

Alexander Spottswood to Colonel George 
Washington, ----- 447 

King William County Freeholders vote Sup- 
plies to Massachusetts, ... 450 

Gloucester County Committee determine not 
to ship Tobacco to England, - - 464 

Council of, held at the Palace — Address of 
the Governour, Lord Dunmore, - - 464 

Amelia County Committee in favour of rais- 
ing Volunteers and procuring supply of 
Arms and Ammunition, - - - 477 — 

New-Kent County Committee Proceedings, 477, 

551 

Cumberland County Committee Proceed- 
ings, 478, 622 

Norfolk Committee Proceedings, - - 502 

Williamsburgh Proceedings on threat of Capt. 
Montague to fire on the Town of York, - 504 

Williamsburgh Council Proceedings, - - 525 

Sussex County Proceedings, ... 525 

Mecklenburgh County Proceedings, - - 526 

Prince George Committee Proceedings, - 527 

Louisa County Proceedings, - 529 

Spottsylvania County Committee approve 
conduct of Patrick Henry, - - - 539 

Orange County Committee — same Address 
to Patrick Henry, - 539 

Hanover County Committee — Letter from 
Patrick Henry, Jun., to Robert Carter 
Nicholas — Further Proceedings of Com- 
mittee, 540 

Williamsburgh Volunteer Company, - - 547 

Richmond County Committee Proceedings, 578 

Lord Dunmore's Proclamation, convening 

Assembly, ------ 579 

Proceedings of Council at Williamsburgh, - 587 

Augusta County Committee Proceedings, 612-615 

Caroline County Proceedings, on Governour 
Dunmore's conduct, - 640 

Williamsburgh — "Brutus" to Inhabitants of 
Virginia, - - - - - 641-'4 

Prince William County Committee approve 
conduct of Patrick Henry, - 667 

Buckingham County Committee invite breth- 
ren of the lower Counties to settle among 
them, 667 

Middlesex County Proceedings in case of 
Thomas Haddin, - 668 

Peyton Randolph returns from General Con- 
gress — Address to him at Williamsburgh, 680 

Westmoreland County Committee Proceed- 
ings, 681 

Richmond County Committee Proceedings, 701 

Lancaster County Committee Proceedings, 702 

Norfolk — Proceedings against Capt. Collins, 703 
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Virginia — 

Williamsburgh — " Voluntarius" to the Peo- 
ple, - - - - - - - 703 

Boundary between Virginia and Pennsylvania, 704 
Loudoun County Committee Proceedings on 
conduct of the Governour and Patrick 
Henry, - - - - - - 710 

Frederick County Committee Proceedings, 718 
Albemarle Independent Company to Wil- 
liamsburgh Volunteers, - - - 872 
Norfolk Committee on Importation of Goods, 897 
Resolves of Hanover Volunteers, - - 931 
Resolves of Lancaster County Volunteers, - 938 
A Delegate in Continental Congress to a 

Friend in Williamsburgh, - - 974, 979 
Caroline County Committee Proceedings, - 974 
Letter from D. Cross, Glasgow, to James 

Dunlop, ------ 975 

Lord Dunmore and Family go on board a 
Man-of-War, - - - - - 975 

Prince Edward County Committee Proceed- 
ings on removal of Powder from Williams- 
burgh, by Lord Dunmore, ... 1023 
Frederick County Committee Proceedings — 

Commendation of Patrick Henry, - - 1023 
Accomack County Proceedings, -1031, 1112 
Fairfax Independent Companies, from Gene- 
ral Washington, 1031 

"A Friend to Liberty" to the People of 

Henrico County, - 1056 

"A Virginian" to his Friends and Country- 
men, ------ 1057 

Charles City County Committee Proceed- 
ings, 1064 

Bedford County Committee Proceedings, - 1113 
"Virginius" to the People of, - - - 1129 
Publication and Proceedings at Williamsburgh, 1 135 
Cumberland County Committee Proceed- 
ings, ...-._ H36 
A Virginia Delegate in Continental Congress 

to his Friend in Williamsburgh, - - 1137 
House of Burgesses, begun and held at Wil- 
liamsburgh, 1st June, 1775 — Peyton Ran- 
dolph, Speaker — House waits upon the 
Governour — His Speech — Committee to 
address the Governour — Message of the 
Governour concerning the Militia — Mes- 
sage to the Governour, from the Commit- 
tee — Committee on Publick Magazine — • 
Petition from Presbyterians and Protestant 
Dissenters — Resolution approving Pro- 
ceedings of Continental Congress, and 
their Delegates therein — Proceedings of 
Convention approved of — Address of the 
Council to the Governour, and his An- 
swer — Message from the Governour, on 
the Publick Magazine — Answer to the 
same — Message from Governour, on re- 
moval of Gunpowder — Proceedings of 
Council on Marines and Soldiers at Wil- 
liamsburgh — Guard for the Publick Ma- 
gazine — Message from the Governour — 
Petition of William Fleming ; of Abraham 
Field — 'Message from Governour — Ad- 
dress to the Governour on his removal from 
the Palace, delivered to him on board His 
Majesty's Ship the Fowey — Report of 
Committee on Governour's Speech — Go- 
vernour's Answer to Joint Address, (See 
Note, 1202) — Address to Governour- — 
Magazine inspected— Indian Affairs — -De- 
tailed Report of the Committee on the 
late Disturbances at Williamsburgh — Fur- 
ther Proceedings on the same subject — 
Answer from the Governour — Address to 
the Governour — Resolutions from Conti- 
nental Congress— Extended Address to 
the Governour, on the general condition 
of the Colony— -Governour refuses to place 
the Anns at the Palace in the Magazine- 
Message from the Council— Joint Address 



Virginia — 

of Council and House of Burgesses — An- 
swer from the Governour — Council reject 
Bill appointing Commissioners to ratify 
and confirm the late Treaty of Peace with 
the Ohio Indians — Governour rejects the 
Bill for settling the Accounts of the Mili- 
tia — Answer of the House thereto— On 
Conference of the House with the Coun- 
cil, a Resolution passed in favor of ap- 
pointing a Committee to ratify Treaty 
with Ohio Indians — Resolution to settle 
Accounts of Militia engaged in Indian 
Wars — Adjourned to 1 2th October next — 
On the 12th of October, adjourned to 7th 
March next— On 7th March, 1776, House 
met according to adjournment, thirty-two 
Members appearing — Not sufficient num- 
ber — Adjourned to May 6th — May 6th, 
several Members met, but did neither pro- 
ceed to business nor adjourn as a House of 
Burgesses,- - -1185-1242 

Anonymous Address to Inhabitants of a 

County of, 1520 

A Delegate to a Gentleman iu Williams- 
burgh, on Bunker's Hill, ... 1573 
Fincastle County Committee Proceedings, - 1620 
Norfolk Committee, from Virginia Volun- 
teers, and Answer thereto, - 1691 
Publication by "A Virginian," at Williams- 
burgh, 1718 

Address to People of, from their Delegates 

in Continental Congress, - - 1723 

Members of Convention, from Robert Wash- 
ington, on Military Discipline, - - 1750 
Ward, General Artemas, Letter to Massachusetts 

Congress, on enlisting Men, - 384 

Letter from James Gowan and others, - 515 
Letter from Northborough Committee, - 632 
Letter to Massachusetts Congress, - - 647, 
666, 1028, 1061, 1119, 1493 
Letter from New-Hampshire Congress, - 868 
And others, to Continental Congress, - - 906 
From Captain Drury's Company, - - 914 
And others, to New-York Congress, - - 932 
From Joseph Hawley, on Ticonderoga and 
Canada, ------ 944 

From Massachusetts Congress, - 1041 

To Massachusetts Congress, enclosing Reso- 
lution of Continental Congress, - - 1107 
To Continental Congress, ... 1140 

To John Pigeon, Commissary, - - - 1 141 
Chosen First Major-General, - - - 1850 
Warren, Dr. Joseph, Oration, 6th March, 1775, on 

the Bloody Tragedy of 5th March, 1770, 38 
Letter from a Gentleman in Boston, on same, 120 
To Arthur Lee, - - - 255, 425, 619 
To General Gage, ----- 370 

From Boston Committee of Safety, on Am- 
nesty of Governour Gage, - - - 374 
From same, ----- 446, 461 

From Governour Trumbull, ... 506 
From Rev. William Gordon, ... 664 
To Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, - 707 
From Colonel Henshaw, - 723 

From Alexander McDougall, - - - 967 
His Eulogium, ----- 1142 

Warner, Selh, Tries and punishes Benjamin Hough, 215 
Washington, George, Letter from George Mason, - 92 
From Albemarle Volunteers, - 442 

From Alexander Spottswood, - 447 

Letter to George William Fairfax, in Eng- 
land, ...... 865 

Offered the command of the American Troops, 979 
Appointed Commander-in-Chief of Conti- 
nental Army, - . - 1019-20, 1848 
To the Independent Companies of Fairfax, 

&c., 1031 

To John Augustine Washington, - 1031, 1735 
From Horatio Gates, .... 1058 
To Continental Congress, - 1084, 1085, 1624 
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Washington, George, To General Schuyler, instruc- 
tions, - - 1084, 1623, 1736, 1747 
Address to his Excellency, and his reception 

in New-York, - - - - - 1321 
His Answer to the above, ... 1322 
From Massachusetts Congress, and his An- 
swer, 1472, 1485 

From General Schuyler, - - 1525, 1685, 1762 
From General Gage, .... 1531 
From James Warren and Joseph Hawley, - 1573 
From Joseph Hawley, on movements of 

General Gage, - - - - - 1589 
From Independent Company of Alexandria, 1608 
To Massachusetts Congress, on state of the 

Army, 1623 

Proceedings of Council of War, held at Cam- 
bridge, 9th July, 1775 — General Return 
of the Army — Instructions to the Officers 
of Massachusetts — Orders by Gen. Wash- 
ington, 1628-1635 

To Richard Henry Lee, - - - 1635 

From General Thomas, - - - 1637, 1727 
From Governour Cooke, of Rhode-Island, - 1649, 

1754 
From Governour Trumbull, - 1658, 1676, 1763 
To Continental Congress, with true account 
of Officers of Ministerial Troops killed and 
wounded at the Battle of Charlestown, 
with other Papers, .... 1659 
To Governour Trumbull,- - -1686,1710 
From John Hancock, .... 1689 
From Benjamin Harrison, ... 1697 



Washington, George — 

To Continental Congress, - 1705-'10, 1736 

To John Hancock, 1710 

From General Heath, .... 1737 
Divers Orders of, at Cambridge, - - 1737 
From Loammi Baldwin, - 1748, 1754 

To James Warren, 1754 

To Massachusetts General Assembly, - 1764 
Instructions from Continental Congress, - 1851 
Watson, Brook, To New- York Congress, on Cana- 
da Indians, &.C., 1 57 1 

Wentworth, Governour, Of New-Hampshire, Ad- 
dress to, signed "The Spectator," - - 159 
From Provincial Congress of N. Hampshire, 640 
Westenhook Patent, Proprietors praying for Patent 

of Lands, - 135 

Wilkes, John, Lord Mayor of London, Letter to 
him, from " Britannopolis," of Frankfort, 
Germany, - - - - - -178 

Williams, Lemuel, To Benjamin Aiken, Esq., in 

Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, - 462 
Wooster, General, To New- York Committee of 

Safety, 1665 

To Continental Congress, ... nn 

From Colonel Joseph Reed, - 1731 

Wheeler, Tlwmas, Explains his resignation as Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, ----- 228 
Wheelock, Rev. Ebenezer, To Governour Trumbull, 

on Northern Indians, - 152, 210, 339, 582 
To New-Hampshire Congress, on Canada 

and Indians, 154 J 

Yankee Doodle, 438 



CONTENTS 



OF THE SECOND VOLUME OF THE FOURTH SERIES. 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, ETC. 
1775. 

March Letter from the General Committee of Charles- 

1, town, S. O, to the New- York Committee, 
expressing their disapprobation of the course 
pursued by the Assembly of New- York, and 
their determination to adhere to the Resolutions 
of the Continental Congress at all hazards, - 1 
Instructions from the Freeholders of Cumber- 
land County, Virginia, to John Mayo and Wm. 
Fleming, their Delegates in the Assembly, - 3 

1, Address of New- York Committee to the Free- 
holders and Freemen of the City and County 
of New- York, recommending the choice of 
Delegates to the Continental Congress, - 4 

Address to the Soldiers ordered to embark from 

Ireland for America, 4 

Address to the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parliament assembled, on the policy of the 
Ministry in regard to America, advising the 
repeal of the Acts which hare produced the 
present disturbances, ----- 5 

1, Meeting of the Governour and Council of North- 
Carolina. The proposed meeting of a Provin- 
cial Congress at Newbern in April declared 
to be highly derogatory to the dignity of the 
Legislature appointed to meet at the same time, 7 

1, Proclamation of Governour Martin. The pro- 
posed Provincial Congress is contrary to law, 
and a violation of the Constitution. All good 
subjects are exhorted to discourage such meet- 
ings, cabals, and illegal proceedings, 7 
Feb. 22, Camillus to the Printers of the Pennsylvania 
Gazette, in reply to a Boston writer, who 
chaTges the Americans with having an entire 
independence on the Mother Country in view, 8 
March Camillus to the Printers of the Pennsylvania Ga- 

1, zette, in defence of the course pursued by the 
Americans in their opposition to the measures 
of the British Government, 10 

1, Resolutions of the Committee of Inspection for 

Newport, Rhode-Island. A Free Press, 
while it supports truth, liberty and justice, 
to be supported — when it is prostituted to 
vile purposes is to be discountenanced and 
disuouraged. All persons advised to discon- 
tinue Rivington's Gazetteer, - - - 12 

2, Letter from a Gentleman in London to his Friend 

in Boston. Lord North has no further conci- 
liatory measures to propose. When the Colo- 
nies come to an unconditional submission, the 
repeal of the Bills of last year will be consid- 
ered, - - - - - - -13 

2, Committee of Essex County, Virginia, acquit 
Captain Joseph Richardson of an intentional 
violation of the Association. They offer a 
Premium to encourage Arts and Manufac- 
tures in the Colony, ----- 13 

2, Remarks on the late manoeuvres in America, by 
a real Friend to his King and Country. Vir- 
ginia and Maryland condemned for joining 
with so much warmth the New-England Re- 
publicans, - - - - - -14 

2, Address to the Inhabitants of New- York, on the 
application of publick moneys to secret service 
in America by the British Government, - 15 

2, Tea burnt at Providence, Rhode-Island, - - 15 
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March Letter from Samuel Adams to a Gentleman in 

2, Virginia, acknowledging receipt of Donations 

for the Poor of Boston, - - - - 16 

2, General Gage and the Provincial Congress of 
Massachusetts; collision probable. "Withhold- 
ing Supplies from the Troops by the People 
justified, 16 

2, Address to the Inhabitants of Massachusetts-Bay, 
No. 5, from the County of Hampshire. On the 
rights of the Colonies, - - - - 18 

2, Letter from London to a Gentleman in New- 
York. Reports there, that New- York was 
disaffected to the common cause, discredited, - 24 

2, Letter from London to a Gentleman in Philadel- 

phia. The Government will persist in their 
measures against the Colonies. New- York 
is to be a place of Anns, and Provisions are to 
be provided there for the support of the Army 
in New-England, 25 

3, Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to the Gov- 

ernour of Georgia. Laments that the People 
of Georgia, hitherto so loyal, have manifested 
a disposition to join the other Colonies. The 
Lords of the Admiralty have before them a 
Bill for the Collection of His Majesty's Quit- 
Rents, 26 

3, Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to the Gov- 
ernors of the several Colonies. The great 
majorities in both Houses upon every question 
for maintaining the supremacy of Parliament 
in the Colonies, shows there will not be the 
least relaxation from those measures, - - 26 

3, Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to Deputy- 
Governour Penn. Has received his Despatch 
of January 30, and laid it before the King, - 26 
Feb. 22, Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to the Gov- 
ernours of the Colonies, enclosing the joint 
Address of both Houses of Parliament, of the 
7th February, to the King, with his Answer. 
Also the Bill for restraining the Fisheries, and 
the Resolution offered in the House of Com- 
mons on the 20th of February, 26 
March Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to the Gov- 

3 3 emoLirs of the Colonies. The King wishes to 
see a reconciliation of the differences with the 
Colonies, without prejudice to the just autho- 
rity of Parliament, which he will never suffer 
to be violated. The Colonies bound to con- 
tribute their just proportions of the publick 
burdens of the Nation in return for trie pro- 
tection and support they have received. The 
King entirely approves of the Resolution of 
the House of Commons of 27th February, and 
expects a compliance therewith on the part of 
the Colonies. He will resist with firmness 
every attempt to violate rights of Parliament, 27 
Copy of the Resolution adopted by the House of 
Commons, on the 27th of February, referred 
to in the foregoing Letter, 28 

3, Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to the Gov- 
ernour of New- York. His separate Despatch 
of this date may be ostensibly of use, in case 
the Assembly should consider the Resolution 
of 27th February. It is not the King's inten- 
tion that it shall be officially communicated to 
the Assembly, but he depends upon the ability 
and address of Lieutenant-Governour Golden 
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to induce a compliance on the part of the As- 
sembly, _------2y 

Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to Lieutenant- 
Governour Colden. His Despatch of the 1st 
of February has been received. The senti- 
ments of duty to the King and wishes of a 
reconciliation, so fully expressed in the Ad- 
dresses of the Council and Assembly, have 
been very graciously received by His Majesty, 29 
Letter from London to a Gentleman in New- 
York. The conduct of New- York has filled 
every heart with joy. The Resolution of 
Lord North, of February 27, which is found- 
ed on the truest principle of policy and be- 
nevolence, will be outrageously censured and 
traduced by the Opposition. By this measure 
Parliament gives a proof that while it sends 
forth the sword of justice to punish the factious, 
it extends also friendly proposals to invite the 
good citizens to peace and reconciliation, - 29 
Meeting of the Committee of Chowan County, 
North-Carolina, Premiums offered for the 
encouragement of Manufactures, - - 30 

Letter from John Sullivan to Mr. Fowle, enclos- 
ing the Articles of Association of the Military 
Company of Durham, New- Hampshire, - 31 
Itemarks on Mr. Sullivan's Letter. The extra- 
ordinary spirit to acquire the use of Arms at 
this time of civil discords, marks strongly a 
disposition to employ our Arms against the 
Government, ------ 32 

Mr. Sullivan's Reply, ----- 32 

Address of the Committee of Norfolk to the Free- 
men of Virginia, on the conduct of John Brown, 
in importing Slaves in violation of the Conti- 
nental Association, ----- 33 

Committee of Observation for Baltimore prohibit 
the landing of Salt imported in violation of the 
Continental Association, 34 

Committee of Cumberland County, New-Jer- 
sey, break off all dealings with Silas New- 
comb, a Member of the Committee, who has 
drank East-India Tea in his family ever since 
the 1st day of March, instant, in violation of 
the Continental Association, 34 

Recantation of Silas Newcomb, which is accept- 
ed by the Committee, _ - - - 34 
Committee of Observation and Inspection for 
Freehold, New-Jersey, declare James Riv- 
ington, of New- York, Printer, a malignant 
enemy to the liberties of this Country, for his 
attempts to disunite the Colonies, - - 35 
Letter from Major Benjamin Floyd, of Brook- 
haven, Suffolk County, New- York, to Mr. 
Rivington, in reply to some Resolutions adopt- 
ed by a Committee at Smithtown, on the 23d 
of February, ------ 36 

Meeting of the People of Danvers. Officers 

chosen for an Alarm List Company, - 37 

Reflections on the present state of affairs in Ame- 
rica. The Americans will be compelled to 
follow the example of the United Provinces, 
and publish a Manifesto to the world, showing 
the necessity of dissolving their connection 
with Great Britain, ... - 37 

Oration delivered at the request of the Inhabi- 
tants of Boston, to commemorate the bloody 
tragedy of the 5th of March, 1770, by Doctor 
Joseph Warren, ----- 38 

Address to the Inhabitants of New- York against 
the recommendation of the Committee to elect 

Delegates, 44 

Ad-hess to the Inhabitants of the City of New- 
York. The method proposed by the Commit- 
tee for the nomination of Delegates extremely 
exceptionable, ------ 44 

Address to the respectable Inhabitants of the City 
of New-Yoi'k against the election of Dele- 
gates to the Continental Congress. The Pio- 
ceedings of the Lite Congress were violent and 
treasonable. One of their Members (Sulli- 
van) guiltv of open treason in the broad face 
of day. "Deputies to a Provincial Congress 
ought not to be chosen. In the other Colonies 
Provincial Congresses are closing the Courts 
of justice, wresting the Troops out of the 
King's hands, and enlisting Minute--Mcn to 
annihilate his just and legal authority, - 44 



March Address to the Publick, in anawer to the fore- 
7, going, ------- 

7, Affidavit of John Graham, Clerk to Robert and 

John Murray, owners of the Ship Beulah. 
The Ship left the watering place at Staten 
Island yesterday, and passed the Light-house 
at eight o'clock this morning. Does not be- 
lieve any boat was employed to land any Goods 
from the vessel, - 

8, Account of the Meetings on the evenings of 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday last, and on 
Monday morning, the 6th instant, when it was 
determined, by large majorities, to send Depu- 
ties to a Provincial Congress authorized to 
choose Delegates to the next Continental Con- 



gress, 



8, Another account of the Proceedings and of the 
Meeting on Monday. The friends of consti- 
tutional liberty disapprove of the measures. 
They proposed the postponement of all action 
until after the adjournment of the Assembly 
and the arrival of the Packet from England. 
The Committee, in recommending the choice 
of Delegates, exceeded their powers, and at 
the Meeting held on Monday, at their request, 
it was impossible to determine on which side 
the majority was, - - - - t ~ 

8, Meeting of the New- York Committee. Philip 

Livingston and John Jay appointed to inquire 

of Mr. Rivington on what authority he made 

a false and groundless statement in his Paper, 

Mr. Livingston and Mr. Jay, March 13, report to 

the Committee that Mr. Rivington says he 

made the statement on common rumour, but 

will be more careful for the future, 

Mr. Rivington's Explanation, March 16, (Note,) 

7, Address to the People of England. A defence of 

the Americana against the charge of High 

Treason, ------ 

7, Meeting of the Constitutional Society in London. 
Contributions for the suffering Inhabitants of 
Boston, ------- 

7, Extract of a Letter from London. The Crisis, 
No. 3, (a periodical Paper,) burnt by the 
common hangman yesterday at Westminster, 
and to-day at the Royal Exchange, by order 
of the House of Commons, - 

The Crisis, No. I. To the People of England 
and America, ------ 

The Crisis, No. 2. To a Bloody Court, a Bloody 

Ministry, and a Bloody Parliament, 
The Crisis, No. 3. To the King, 
The Crisis, No. 4. To the Conspirators against the 
Liberties of Mankind at St. James's, in St. Ste- 
phen's Chapel, the House of Lords, or amongst 
the Bench of Bishops, and to the Officers, Sol- 
diers and Seamen, who maybe employed to 
butcher their Relations, Friends and Fellow- 
Subjects in America, - 
The Crisis, No. 5. To the People, 
The Crisis, No. 6. To the Right Honourable 
Lord North, First Lord of the Treasury, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Ranger of 

Bushy Park, &c, 

The Crisis, No. 8. To the Lords Suffolk, Pom- 
fret, Radnor, Apsley and Sandwich, 
The Crisis, No. 9. To the King, - - - 
7, Letter from Charlestown, S. C, to a Gentleman 
in London. This Province cannot long sub- 
sist without a Free Trade. Before the Non- 
Exportation Scheme took effect there was a 
lively Commerce here; now the temper of the 
People is soured, and their fortunes consuming 
fast, for want of Trade. It is the wish of the 
wise and the sober that a speedy reconciliation 
may be effected, - 

7, Meeting of the Committee of Princess Anne 
County, Virginia. Examination of thecharges 
of John Saunders, Benjamin Dingly Gray and 
Mitchell Phillips, for violations of the Provin- 
cial and Continental Associations. They are 
all declared to be inimical to the liberties of 
this Country, and that no person ought to have 
any commercial intercourse or dealing with 
them, „_..--- 
7, Outrage committed by Captain Graves, of the 
King's armed Schooner Diana, upon George 
Taylor, in the Delaware, - 
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63 
66 



71 
73 
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Contradiction of this statement by Lieutenant 

Dashwood Bacon, of the Diana, 78 

Affidavits by Nathan Wood, William Carter, 
Mary Johnston and Daniel Nicholson, proving; 
the outrage, ------ 78 

March Letter to the Printers of the Pennsylvania Ga- 

8, zette, with an explanation of several expres- 
sions in the Testimony of the Quakers not pro- 
perly comprehended by persons unacquainted 
with Friends' writings, 80 

8, Defence of the Colonies, by a Lover of English 

Liberty, - - 81 

8, Letter to the Author of a Pamphlet entitled *' A 
Candid Examination of the Mutual Claims of 
Great Britain and her Colonies, &c," - 85 

8, Cumberland County, Massachusetts, Convention. 

Recommend strict obedience to the Resolu- 
tions of the Provincial Congress, - - 91 

Condemn the conduct of Captain Coulson, for 
importing' Sails, &c, for a new Ship, in viola- 
tion of the Continental Association, 92 

The several Towns in the County required to 
provide themselves a Stock of Ammunition, 92 

The Inhabitants are requested to adhere strictly 
to the Resolutions of the Continental and Pro- 
vincial Congresses, ----- 92 

9, Letter from George Mason to George Wash- 

ington, -------92 

9, Deposition of Thomas Ditson, Jun., of Billerica, 
who was tarred and feathered in Boston, by 
order of Col. Nesbit, of His Majesty's Forty- 
seventh Regiment, ----- 93 

9, Address to the Inhabitants of the Massachusetts- 
Bay, No. 5, from the County of Hampshire, 94 

9, Letter from " Phileirene," defending the British 
Government against the charges in the Peti- 
tion of the Continental Congress to the King, 100 

9, Letter from "A Converted Whig," against Com- 
mittees and Congresses, - 103 

9, Letter from Boston to Mr. Rivington. Conduct 
of the British Officers in the Old South Meet- 
ing-House, on the 6th instant, - 

CONNECTICUT ASSEMBLY. 

Mar.% Connecticut Assembly meets, - - - - 

Committee appointed to inquire into the charges 
of disaffection to the Colony, made against 
Captains Biackslee, Quintard and Dibble, 
Committee to inquire into the conduct of the 
Town of Ridgefield, charged with publishing 
Resolutions injurious to the Rights of the 
Colony, ------- 

9, Resolution recommending the several Towns in 
the Colony to contribute liberally to the re- 
lief of Boston, 

Vote of Thanks to the Assembly of Jamaica, for 
their seasonable Mediation in favour of the 
Colonies on the Continent, - - - - 

14, Letter from the Speaker of the House of Assem- 
bly of Connecticut to the Speaker of the House 
of Assembly of Jamaica, enclosing the Vote 

of Thanks, 108 

Letter from Governour Trumbull to the Earl of 
Dartmouth, laying before him the condition 
and suffering of the Colony, and of Massa- 
chusetts, and asking his serious attention to 
the distresses of the People in all the Colonies, 108 

13, Letter from Connecticut to Mr. Rivington. Ac- 
count of the Proceedings of the Assembly. 
The Republicans urged the necessity of an 
Army to be immediately raised, but were over- 
ruled. A great majority passed a vote to peti- 
tion His Majesty for a redress of grievances, - 1 10 

29, Letter from a Gentleman in Connecticut to Mr. 
Holt, in reply to the foregoing Letter to Mr. 
Rivington, Ill 
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CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, ETC. 

March Letter from London to a Gentleman in Virginia. 
10, The measures of the Government are calcu- 
lated to render the Colonies independent. The 
London Merchants not zealous in the cause of 
America ; those of Glasgow sent up a spirited 
Petition, but at the same time let it be known 
that they did not mean any opposition by it, 
but only to get credit in America. Bribes, 
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Pensions and Places are attempted to divide 
the Colonies; Lord Dunmore has written for 
five thousand Troops to be sent to Virginia, - 114 

Remarks on this Letter by Mercator, (Note,) - 115 

Address of two hundred and twenty-seven In- 
habitants of Anson County, North-Carolina, 
to Governour Martin, - - - - 115 

Address of one hundred and ninty-five Inhabi- 
tants of Rowan and Surry Counties, North- 
Carolina, to Governour Martin, - - - 116 

Address of one hundred and sixteen Inhabitants 
of Guilford County, North -Carolina, to Gover- 
nour Martin, - - - - - -117 

Declaration of the Inhabitants of Brookhaven, 
Suffolk County, New- York. They had been 
deceived by Major Benjamin Floyd, when 
they signed the Petition to the Assembly; de- 
clare their disapprobation of the Petition, - 117 

Letter from London to a Gentleman in Philadel- 
phia. The plan of the Ministry is to divide 
and govern, by the advantages now held out 
to New- York, North-Carolina and Georgia. 
The passage of the late Acts may be attributed 
to the defection of the New- York Assembly. 
Let the Americans be united, and they will 
succeed; if they divide, they will be irretriev- 
ably ruined, 118 

Letter from London, received in Philadelphia. 
The Colonies should give no credit topacifick 
Proposals of the Ministry, unless accompanied 
by a total disavowal of all their unconstitu- 
tional claims. The late Resolves of New- 
York have been very grateful to the Ministry, 
and have afforded them great triumph and 
exultation. The cause of the Americans is 
not a favourite cause in England, the majority 
are against them; there is a large minority 
in their favour. Publick subscriptions have 
been commenced for the Sufferers in Boston, 
and some handsome sums have been sub- 
scribed, - - - - - - -118 

Orange County, Virginia, Committee, acquit 
Francis Moore, Jun., of an intentional viola- 
tion of the Continental Association, - - 120 

Letter from Boston to a Gentleman in New- 
York. Disturbance occasioned by the British 
Officers on the delivery of Dr. Warren's Ora- 
tion. Ditson, by order of the British Officers, 
tarred and feathered, placed on a truck and 
exhibited through the City, and to add to the 
insult they played Yankee Doodle after him, 120 

Letter from London to a Gentleman in Virginia. 
Lord Dunmore, in a Letter to the Earl of 
Dartmouth, has recommended that some Men- 
of-War should be stationed in the Chesapeake, 
to prevent Virginia from carrying on any 
Trade with England; and advises the adop- 
tion of measures to distress the People, as the 
most certain way to bring about submission, - 121 
13, Letter from London to a Gentleman in Maryland. 
Lord North's motion was only calculated to 
divide the Colonies from each other — the 
Ministry are already pleased with their suc- 
cess in this way, by the Proceedings at New- 
York. It will now be tried what materials 
the Americans are made of; if they have not 
virtue to withstand the present policy of the 
Ministry they will become a laughing stock 
to the world. Their salvation depends upon 
their firmness and union, - - - - 121 
13, Letter from London to a Gentleman in Philadel- 
phia. The City of London and the great 
trading and manufacturing Towns are averse 
to the present measures. The Ministry see 
the dangers of their undertaking, but are en- 
couraged to the attempt by a firm persuasion 
of success in corrupting New- York, and in- 
timidating New-England. Did they believe 
the Americans would be united and firm they 
would not venture upon coercive measures. 
By whatever means the Assembly of New- 
York can be kept from deserting, even by out- 
bidding the Ministry, it will be worth the pur- 
chase, 122 

13, Meeting of the Committee of Observation for 

Baltimore, 123 

Proceedings in relation to the Cargoes of sevoral 

Vessels, 123 
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Will strictly enforce the Continental Association, 
Earnestly recommend the People to discontinue 

the use of East India Teas, - 
Approve the conduct of the Magistrates who 
have been dismissed by the Government, 
March Letter from a Gentleman in Harford County, 
1 3, Maryland, to a friend in Philadelphia. A total 
revolution in the Magistracy of the Province 
expected. Nine of the oldest and best Magis- 
trates have been dismissed, and eleven others 
appointed, some of whom are well known 
for their opposition to every measure adopted 
for the preservation of American Freedom. 
No reason was alleged for this violent insult, 
which was brought about by a contemptible 
junto in Baltimore Town, who are inimical to 
the Tights of America, - 



DELAWARE ASSEMBLY. 

Mar. 13, Delaware Assembly meets, - - - - 126 

14, Mr. McKean reported to the House the Pro- 

ceedings of the late Continental Congress, - 126 

15, Conduct of the Delegates from Delaware ap- 

proved, and receive the thanks of the Assem- 
bly, 126 

Proceedings of the Continental Congress ap- 
proved, and their Journal ordered to be de- 
posited amongst the files of the House, - - 126 

Compensation to the Delegates to the Congress, 127 

Delegates are unanimously reappointed, - - 127 
17, Committee to prepare Instructions for the Dele- 
gates to the Continental Congress, - - 127 

Letter from the Colony Agents in London, - 127 

Petitions from New-Castle County, and from 
Kent County, praying the House to pass a 
Bill for establishing the Militia, - - - 127 

Message from Governour Penn to the Assembly, 
recommending the establishment of Boundary 
lines, - " 1-28 

24 Bill reported to prohibit the Importation of Slaves, 

read, amended, and ordered to be engrossed, - 128 

Instructions for the Delegates to the Congress 
reported, ------- 128 

25, Engrossed Bill to prohibit Importation of Slaves, 

passed and sent to the Governour, - - 128 

27 The Governour returned the Bill, "to which he 

cannot give his assent," - - - -• 129 

Instructions for the Delegates to Congress agreed 
to, 129 

Assembly adjourned till the fifth day of June, 
next, 129 
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CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, ETC. 

-.13, Pennsylvania Council — 

The Governour submits a Letter from the Earl of 
Dartmouth, dated January 7, 1775, expressing 
his concern that the Non- Importation Resolu- 
tion of Congress had been so generally adopt- 
ed, and informing him that the King approved 
the Boundary line between Pennsylvania and 
Maryland, ------ 

The Council consider the latter part of the above 
Letter, and advise the Governour to issue a 
Proclamation, recalling his Proclamation of 
the 2d of November last, - 

Letter from Governour Penn to Governour 
Eden, informing him of his intention to recall 
his Proclamation of November 2, 1774, and 
to enforce that of the 1 5th of September, 

Town Meeting in Boston, direct the Committee 
of Correspondence to draw up a Statement of 
the conduct of the Troops under command of 
General Gage, and of the Navy under Admi- 
ral Graves, 

Meeting of the Inhabitants of Hackensack, in 
New-Jersey. "Resolve to continue loyal Sub- 
jects to King George. To disavow all riotous 
mobs. That Petitions to the Throne are the 
proper means to remove present grievances. 
That they will not be concerned in any un- 
constitutional measures; and that they will 
support His Majesty's Civil Officers, - 

Meeting of the Committee of Observation for 
Freehold, Monmouth County, New-Jersey. 
The Inhabitants of Shrewsbury having omit- 
ted to choose a Committee, this Committee will 
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hereafter treat them as enemies to their King 
and Country, and deserters from the common 

cause of Freedom, 

Meeting of Freeholders and other Inhabitants of 
New- Windsor, in Ulster County, New- York. 
Declare their attachment to the King, to 
whom they would be deficient in duty if they 
submit to the power assumed by the Parlia- 
ment. Approve and will abide by the Asso- 
ciation of the Continental Congress. Con- 
demn sundry Publications by James Riving- 
ton, a Ministerial hireling, and an enemy to his 
Country, ------- 

Letters from Philadelphia to Mr. Rivington in 
New-York, condemning and ridiculing the 
Congress, Committees, and leaders among the 
Whigs, 133-134 

Letter from Mr. Pownal, Secretary to the Board 
of Trade and Plantations, to Lieutenant Go- 
vernour Colden, enclosing extracts from the 
Minutes and Proceedings upon several Peti- 
tions and Memorials, relative to certain Lands 
in the Province of New- York, heretofore 
claimed by Mr. Van Rensselaer, - - 134-137 

The Sub-Committees Report to the Committee 
for the City and County of New- York, the 
election this day of eleven Delegates to a 
Provincial Congress, to be held on the 20th 
day of April, ------ 

Letter from General Committee of the City of 
New- York to all the Counties in the Colony, 
requesting them, without delay, to elect Depu- 
ties to a Provincial Congress, for the purpose 
of appointing Delegates to the Continental 
Congress to meet at Philadelphia, on the 1 0th 
of May next, ------ 

Account of the election in New-York yesterday, 
and of the efforts of the Ministerial Party to 
prevent it, ------ 

Remarks of "A Citizen" on the election. The 
People were deceived by a scheme intended to 
supplant some of the old Delegates, and get 
Mr. McDougall into the Congress, 

Company formed in Philadelphia for establishing 
an American Manufactory of Woollens, Lin- 
ens and Cottons, - 

Speech delivered in Carpenter's Hall before the 
Subscribers to the Fund for establishing Ame- 
rican Manufactures in Philadelphia, - 

Proceedings of the General Committee of the 
City of New- York in relation to the landing 
of Goods, by Messrs. Robert and John Mur- 
ray, from the Ship Beulah, - - 144-148 

Letter from the Committee of Elizabethtown, 
New-Jersey, to the New- York Committee, 
informing them of their reasons for suspecting 
Goods had been landed from the Beulah, 

Another Letter from the Elizabethtown Commit- 
tee. They have continued their examination 
into the affair, but have not yet obtained full 
information. Samuel Lee, a Boatman, and 
Ichabod B. Barnet, (son-in-law to Robt. Mur- 
ray,) appear to have been the persons con- 
cerned in the affair, - - 

Letter from Robert and John Murray to the 
New- York Committee, acknowledging that 
they had landed Goods from the Beulah, in 
violation of the Continental Association. Con- 
demn the act as unjustifiable, and offer to re- 
sbip all the Goods within seven days, 

Inventory of Goods taken out of the Beulah at 
Sandy- Hook, ------ 

Deposition of John Murray to his statement of 
the taking the Goods from the Beulah, 

Affirmation of Robert Murray, - 

Letter from Robert and John Murray to the 
New- York Committee. They have delivered 
the Goods taken from the Beulah to the Eliza- 
bethtown Committee. They are willing to 
reship the Goods, as required by the Associa- 
tion, and to make any other satisfaction the 
Committee may require. As a further ac- 
knowledgment of their errour, they offer the 
sum of two hundred Pounds towards rebuild- 
ing the Hospital, - - - - - 

Letter from the Elizabethtown Committee to the 
New- York Committee, enclosing the Affidavit 
of Samuel Lee, ----- 
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Address to the Inhabitants of New- York. Obe- 
dience and submission to Government urged 
and enforced on the authority of the Bible, - 148 
Reply to the foregoing. Absolute passive obe- 
dience and non-resistance is contrary to the 
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Address to the Gentlemen of the Provincial Con- 
gress of Virginia, by Charles Lee. The Ad- 
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conduct defended and their resistance justified, 15G 
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Horses, Merchandise and Furniture to be re- 
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1775. 

March 

21, 



22, 
23, 



24, 



27, 



VIRGINIA CONVENTION. 
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For the more effectually carrying this plan into 
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to offer premiums, - - - - 1 7 1 

Committee to inquire whether the King may of 
right advance the terms of granting Lands in 
this Colony, 172 
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Lee. Virginia from the beginning of the contest 
has distinguished herself in the cause of Ame- 
rican liberty: the People of Massachusetts, 
with some few exceptions, are firm and united. 
The conduct of the British Soldiers and Offi- 
cers highly offensive to the citizens; the Offi- 
cers endeavoured to create a disturbance on the 
6th, when Dr. Warren delivered his Oration, 

Letter from. Colonel E. Doolittle to John Han- 
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from the Lord Mayor of London, giving in- 
formation of attempts to procure counterfeits 
of the Bills of Credit of the Colonies, - 

Letter from Dr. Franklin to his son, giving a 
history of his private negotiations in London, 
for a settlement of the difficulties between the 
Colonies and Great Britain, - - 178-210 

Letter from Dr. Wheelock to Governour Trum- 
bull. There are reports of an invasion from 
Canada, and the Indians, if not secured in our 
interests, will likely join on the other side. Se- 
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Worcester (Massachusetts) Committee require 
punctual attendance of Members of the Com- 
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Letter from Colonel Thomas Wheeler to the 
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Letter from Montreal. The Canadians were 
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to the People of England, - 

"Nestor" to the People of England. Boston 
is become a Garrison. The inhabitants are 
ruined, but Hutchinson is pensioned. 
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March Letter from Governour Eden to Governour Penn, 

25, refusing to join in issuing a Proclamation, re- 
calling that of November 2, 1774, respecting 
the Boundary between Pennsylvania and Mary- 
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25, Letter from Essex, New-Jersey, to D. C. The 
late news from England has strengthened the 
union of the Colonies. Not more than three 
Towns in the four New-England Provinces 
opposed to the measures of the Congress; in 
New-Jersey and the Southern Provinces the 
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be returning to their duty, - 

25, Confession of Thomas Lilly, of Marblehead, that 
he has been guilty of purchasing Tea, 
Deposition of Simon Tufts, March 31st, that in 
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Governours of the Colonies, requiring them to 
do their utmost to prevent the choice of Depu- 
ties to the Continental Congress, 

28, Letter from an Englishman in New- York to 
the Committee of Correspondence for Philadel- 
phia. Charges them with falsehood, hypocrisy 
and rebellion ; condemns their whole proceed- 
ings, and asserts that the number of loyal sub- 
jects is increasing with a rapid progress, 

28, Meeting of the Committee for Worcester, Massa- 

chusetts, ------ 

29, Letter from a Gentleman in London to his friend 

in North- Carolina, - - - - - 
29, New- York Committee recommend to the Inhabi- 
tants to stop the exportation of Nails, and to 
withhold all Supplies, which are essential to 
hostilities, from the Troops at Boston, 

29, Letter from J. Brown to the Committee of Cor- 

respondence at Boston. The Canadians appear 
to be quite friendly towards the Colonies, but 
there is no prospect of Canada sending Dele- 
gates to the Continental Congress. The Fort 
at Ticonderoga must be seized should hostili- 
ties be committed by the King's Troops; the 
People on the New-Hampshire Grants have 
engaged to do this business, and they are the 
most proper persons for the job, - - - 

30, Committee for Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 

approve the conduct of George Ross for oppos- 
ing, in the Assembly, the recommendation of 
the Governour to send a separate Petition to 
His Majesty, ------ 

30, Chiefs of the Six Nations in consultation with 
Colonel Guy Johnson, - 

30, Letter to the Inhabitants of Massachusetts-Bay, 

No. 7, from the County of Hampshire, 
.31, Freeholders of Jamaica, on Long-Island, refuse 
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to in January last, in Portsmouth, New- Hamp- 
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1, Letter from New-Haven to Mr. Rivington. The 

Committee of Inspection have proceeded to 
very unwarrantable lengths, and threaten those 
who drink Tea. If they carry matters to ex- 
tremity, now is the time to repel force by force, 

2, Council of North-Carolina advise the Governour 

to issue a Proclamation to forbid the holding 
a Provincial Congress, - 

3, Proclamation by Governour Martin, to forbid the 

sitting of the Provincial Congress, at New- 
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bern this day, and exhorting all His Majes- 
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Chester, called to determine whether they will 
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Meeting of the Inhabitants of New- York; ad- 
vice of the Committee against exporting; Nails, 
and supplying the Troops at Boston, read and 
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Phileirene to the People of Massachusetts, de- 
fending the measures of the Parliament against 
the complaints of the Continental Congress, - 
Address to the Inhabitants of Massachusetts-Bay, 
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Proclamation of the 2d of November last, in 
relation to the Boundaries between Pennsylva- 
nia and Maryland, 

Letter from Gov. Penn to Gov. Eden. By ad- 
vice of Council, informing him of his determi- 
nation to issue a separate Proclamation, 
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Colonies must get ready to fight, for nothing 
can save them but their own strength ; the cry 
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lick Ledger of the 4th of January, entitled 
" Facts relative to the Riot at Annapolis, in 
Maryland," a false, scandalous and malicious 
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for publishing him as a violator of the Conti- 
nental Association, - - - -311 

Committee of Inspection for Falmouth, appoint 
a Sub-Committee to prevent the landing of 
prohibited Merchandise belonging to Captain 
Thomas Coulson, March 2, - - - 312 

The Committee determine that using the Sails, 
Rigging and Stores, imported by Coulson, will 
be a violation of the Continental Association, 
and order them to be sent back to Bristol in 
the Ship that brought them here, March 3, - 313 

Information received in London of the sailing of 
a Vessel from Stettin, loaded with Fire-Arms 
and Ammunition for the Americans, - - 313 

Inhabitants of Richmond County, in New- York, 
refuse to send Deputies to the Provincial Con- 
gress, - - - - - - -314 

Meeting of the Freeholders of Westchester Coun- 
ty, New- York. Deputies to the Provincial 
Congress appointed, and thanks voted to the 
minority in the late General Assembly for their 
firm attachment to the union of the Colonies 
and rights and liberties of America, - - 314 

Meeting of the Committees appointed by the In- 
habitants on the east side of the range of Green 
Mountains. The inhabitants being in danger 
of having their property and their lives taken 
from them by the Government of New- York, 
wholly renounce, and will resist the authority 
of that Government, till they can be made 
secure in their lives and property, or till they 
can lay their grievances before the King in 
Council, with a Petition that they may be 
taken out of so oppressive a jurisdiction, or 
annexed to some other Government, - - 315 

Speech of the Chief Sachem of the Stockbridge 
Indians, in answer to a Message sent them by 
the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, - 315 

,c Regulus" to the King, on his Answer to the 
Address of the City of London, - - - 316 

Letter from General Gage to Governour Martin 
of North- Carolina. The leaders in Massa- 
chusetts, by their arts and artifices, still keep 
up a seditious and licentious spirit. The new- 
fangled Legislature, termed a Provincial Con- 
gress, have taken the Government into their 
own hands, but they are much puzzled how to 
act. Fear in some, and a want of inclination 
in others, will be a great bar to their coming 
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to extremities, though their leaders use every 
exertion to bring them into the field, 

Letter from the Chairman of the Committee of 
Falmouth, Massachusetts, lo Samuel Freeman. 
Captain Mowat, in the Canso, sloop-of-war, in 
the harbour, to protect Coulson's Ship, and 
taking out the Goods which were prohibited 
to be landed by the Committee. The Commit- 
tee will do all they can to prevent any other 
person from breaking the Association, - 

Letter from a Gentleman in England to his Cor- 
respondent in Virginia. The sword is drawn 
here and the scabbard thrown, away. The 
threats thrown out here against the Americans 
are only fit for Savages. The declaration of 
Colonel Grant, ki the House of Commons, 
that he had always treated the Americans as 
beasts of burden, and that they deserved no 
better usage, was received with the greatest ap- 
probation. American fraud, American rapine, 
American cowardice, and American insolence, 
are the perpetual topicks of Ministerial decla- 
mation. Orders are sent to seize particular 
persons in the Colonies; and certainAmerican 
advocates here will be seized when the tem- 
per of the times will make it safe to do so, 

Opinions in England on the Proceedings of the 
Continental Congress, - 

Letter from the Committee of Yorktown, Penn- 
sylvania, to John Hancock and Thomas Cush- 
ing, with Donations from York County for the 
suffering Poor of Boston, - - - - 

Amount of Donations from York County, (Note,) 

Protest of the Inhabitants and Freeholders of 
Westchester County, New- York, against the 
Proceedings of the Meeting held at the White 
Plains, on the 1 1th instant, for the appointment 
of Deputies to the Provincial Congress, 

Subscribers to the Protest from Westchester 
County, ------- 

Answer of Lewis Morris to the Protest, with a 
list of one hundred and seventy of the Subscri- 
bers to it, who are not entitled to vote, besides 
a number of the Tenants of Colonel Philipse. 
Very few independent Freeholders objected to 
the appointment of Deputies, - 

Phileirene to the Printers of the Massachusetts 
Gazette. Objections to the claims and com- 
plaints of the Continental Congress, who, in 
most of their Proceedings, have exceeded the 
powers delegated to them, and in still more, 
have counteracted the design of their appoint- 
ment, ------- 

Letter to the Inhabitants of the Massachusetts- 
Bay, No. 9, from the County of Hampshire, 

Candidus to the People of New- Hampshire, 
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habitants in removing from Boston, 

Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to General 
Gage. All Fortifications should be garrisoned 
by the King's Troops, or dismantled and de- 
stroyed. Arms and Military Stores of every 
kind should be seized, and persons that have 
committed acts of treason and rebellion should 
be arrested and imprisoned. A Proclamation 
may be issued, offering a reward for appre- 
hending the President, Secretary, or any Mem- 
ber of the Provincial Congress, who are most 
active in that seditious meeting, - 
1 5, Baltimore, Maryland, Committee, request all per- 
sons to abstain from attending the approaching 
Fair at Baltimore Town, - - - - 
17, Letter from James Habersham to Clark and Mil- 
ligan, London. The fiery Patriots of Charles- 
town have stopped all dealings with Georgia. 
Some of the inflammatory Resolutions and 
Measures of the Northern Colonies portend 
an open rebellion against the Parent State, - 
17, Meeting of the Committee for King George 
County, Virginia. Austin Brockenbrough 
summoned to appear before the Committee 
to answer charges against him of opposing 
the measures of the Continental Congress. — 
Refuses to attend, and is published as an enemy 
to American Liberty, - 

17 Committee of Philadelphia inform the Publick 
that it is now under the consideration of the 
Fourth Seeies. — Vol. it. 
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Committee to suspend all trade and intercourse 
with such Colonies as have not acceded to the 
Association of the Continental Congress, - 338 

Statement and Deposition of Isaac Sears and 
Paschal N. Smith, denying the charge against 
them of having furnished Supplies to the Army 
in Boston, 338 

Letter from Arthur Lee to Jas. Kinsey, Speaker 
of the House oi Assembly of New-Jersey. — 
The Earl of Dartmouth refused to receive the 
Petition of the Assembly of New-Jersey from 
Mr. Lee, because he was not the Agent of the 
Colony. The Petition will, therefore, remain 
to wait the further pleasure of the House, — 
The policy of the Ministry is to divide the Co- 
lonies, and draw them off from their great 
shield and defence, an union in General Con- 
gress, 339 

Letter from Governour Trumbull to the Rev. 
Dr. Wheelock. The ability and influence of 
Mr. Dean to attach the Six Nations to the in- 
terest of. the Colonies is considered an instance 
of Divine favour, ----- 339 

Parlies of Minute-Men met at Freetown, on the 
10th instant, to seize Colonel Gilbert, but he 
fled on board the Man-of-War at Newport. — 
A number of Tories, who had signed Enlist- 
ments to serve the King, were taken prisoners. 
They made acknowledgments of their past 
bad conduct, promised to behave better for the 
future, and were dismissed, . - - 340 

Address to the Inhabitants of New-England. — 
The time is come when we are called upon to 
consider whether we will defend our rights 
and properties, or surrender ■ them to Lord 
North. Will it not be wise, as soon as the 
Sword of Great Britain is drawn against us, 
to sacrifice every New-England Tory; to in- 
vite the Biitish Troops to join us; to cut off 
all such as intend to act as our enemies, and 
to send Ambassadors to Europe with a decla- 
ration of our Ports being opened to them for a 
free Trade? 340 

Brecknock to the People of England. The in- 
vasion of the rights of the Americans is an in- 
vasion of the rights of the People of Great 
Britain. The Inhabitants of both Countries 
have the same rights to their liberty and pro- 
perty. The tyranny that violates one will 
violate the other, - - - - - 341 

New- York Committee. Proceeds of sales of 
Merchandise made under their direction, 
agreeable to the Tenth Article of the Conti- 
nental Association, to be applied towards re- 
lieving the poor Inhabitants of Boston who 
are sufferers by the Port-Bill, - 342 

Letters from New- York to a Gentleman in Phi- 
ladelphia. Information received from Eng- 
land that a Fleet, with a number of Transports 
with Troops, are preparing to be sent to Ame- 
rica to enforce the Acts of Parliament, - 344 

Letter from the New- York Committee to the 
Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, com- 
municating Letters and Intelligence, received 
this day from England, of the intentions of the 
Ministry, and of their preparations for subdu- 
ing and enslaving the Colonies, - - 344-347 

Address to the respectable Publick of New- 
York. The Committee condemned for pub- 
lishing William and Henry Ustick as enemies 
to American Freedom; and the charge against 
them, of having violated the Association, is 
pronounced false and malicious, - - - 347 

Letter to Mr. Rivington. Riots in New- York. 
Proceedings of the Committee of Inspection 
against the Usticks, Mr. Thurman, and Mr. 
Harding, charged with furnishing Supplies for 
the Troops in Boston. These Proceedings 
complained of a breach of the Law. Capt. 
Sears apprehended, and a Mittimus issued to 
send him to Jail. On his way there rescued 
and set at liberty. Further Riots, - - 348 

Letter from the Rev. Samuel Auchmuty to Capt. 
Montressor, at Boston. Information just re- 
ceived from England of an Armament speedily 
to embark for Boston, to convince the refrac- 
tory there that England will not be trifled 
with. Ata rascally Whig mob in New- York, 
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Sears, the King, was arrested and ordered to 
prison; was rescued at the Jail door, - - 349 
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April Letter from the Newburyport Committee to the 
Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, Committee. Re- 
port of an action between the Troops at Bos- 
ton and the People. Men are setting off im- 
mediately for Boston, ... - 359 

Letter from Boston to a Gentleman in New- 
York. The Troops left Boston last night; 
at Lexington they fired on the People ; march- 
ed to Concord ; engagement there ; re-enforce- 
ments sent from Boston. The Troops re- 
treated from Concord to Charlestown, - - 359 

Letter from Boston to a Gentleman near Phila- 
delphia. The Troops left Boston in the night 
of the 18th, and in boats were conveyed over 
to Phipps's farm. The men appointed to alarm 
the Country on such occasions, got over by 
stealth nearly as soon as the Troops. At 
Lexington the People fired upon, and five Men 
killed; engagement at Concord; the Troops 
retreat, and with re-enforcements sent out un- 
der Earl Percy, are driven by the Militia back 
to Boston, 360 

Letter from Boston to a Gentleman in New- 
York. The British Officers returned from the 
attack on the People, say they never were in a 
hotter engagement. Our People came to no 
regular battle, hut annoyed them the whole 
way back, - 360 

Letter from Boston to a Merchant in New- York. 
It is surprising how soon the Country People 
mustered, and in vast numbers. The Troops 
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both sides, - - - - - -361 

Letter from Newport, Rhode- Island, to the New- 
York Committee. Our brethren of Massachu- 
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lar Troops, and many friends slain, - - 361 

Letter from Weathersfield, in Connecticut, to a 
Gentleman in New- York. We are all in 
motion here ; one hundred Men, with twenty 
days' provison and sixty-four rounds, left yes- 
terday; the neighbouring Towns all arming 
and moving; by night we shall have several 
thousands from this Colony on their march. 
The eyes of America are on New- York ; the 
Ministry have been promised that your Pro- 
vince would desert us. You must now de- 
clare one way or the other, that we may know 
whether we are to go to Boston or to New- 
York; if yim desert, our Men will as cheer- 
fully attack New- York as Boston, - - 362 

Express from T. Palmer, Watertown, received 
in New- York, 363 

Letter from New-Yorktoa Gentleman in Phila- 
delphia. Information received yesterday, (Sun- 
day,) of the attack of the King's Troops on 
the People of Massachusetts ; sent immediately 
by express to Philadelphia. The People un- 
loaded two Vessels filled with Flour for the 
Troops at Boston, and seized the City Arms, 364 
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Letter from New- York to a Gentleman in Phila- 
delphia. A reconciliation between us and 
Great Britain is now at a greater distance 
than we of late had rational grounds to hope. 
Yesterday, after the news from Boston was 
received, the Committee met, and will take 
measures to maintain the character of a sister 
Colony that feels for another in distress, 

Letter from James Lockwood, Wallingford, Con- 
necticut, forwarded by express to Charlestown, 
in South-Carolina, - - - - - 

"Johannes in Eremo" to the People. Great 
Britain has drawn the Sword offensively, New- 
England defensively.- Our blood has been 
shed by the Troops under General Gage, and 
the cry will soon reach Heaven against him. 
Great Britain will no longer be honoured as 
our Mother, ------ 

Letter from Richard Devens to the Members of 
the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, re- 
questing them to assemble immediately at 
Concord, - 

Letter from the Committee of Safety of Massa- 
chusetts to the Governour of Connecticut. The 
British Troops fired on our Men at Lexington, 
without any provocation, and killed eight of 
them at the first onset. As the Troops have 
now commenced hostilities, we think it our 
duty to exert our utmost strength to save our 
Country from absolute slavery; and we pray 
you to afford us all the assistance in your 
power, 

Letter from Dr. Warren to General Gage, re- 
questing arrangements may be made for re- 
moving the Tories into Boston, and the Whigs 
out of Boston, ------ 

Letter from Adam Babcock to Governour Trum- 
bull, requesting permission to ship twelve 
Oxen to the West-Indies, - - - - 

Gunpowder removed from the Magazine at 
Williamsburgh, by order of Lord Dunmore,- 

Address of the Corporation of Williamsburgh to 
Lord Dunmore, requesting him immediately 
to return the Powder, - - - - 

Answer of Lord Dunmore. He refuses to re- 
turn the Powder now, but pledges his honour, 
that in case of an insurrection, it shall be re- 
turned in half an hour, - 

Cumberland County, Virginia, Committee, consi- 
der and approve the Proceedings of the late 
Convention at Richmond, - - - - 

Letter from the Connecticut Committee of Safety 
to John Hancock. Every preparation is mak- 
ing to support your Province. The ardour of 
our People is such that they cannot be kept 
back. Despatches should be immediately sent 
to England, with an accurate accountof the late 
transactions, to forestall such exaggerated ac- 
counts as may go from the Army and Navy, - 

Letter from the Committee of Newburyport to 
the Committee of Safety, requesting to know 
if the Forces coming from New-Hampshire 
shall be sent on, - 

Letter from the Committee of Safety of Massa- 
chusetts to the Provincial Congress of New- 
Hampshire, ------ 

Letter from the Committee of Newburyport to 
the Committee of Hampton. Information has 
been received from the Committee of Safety at 
Cambridge, that a sufficient number of Men 
have arrived; they do not wish any more from 
the Northward for the present, and advise them 
to remain and guard the sea-coasts, 

Letter from the Committee of Safety to the In- 
habitants of Boston. An arrangement has 
been made with General Gage for the re- 
moval from Boston of the men, women and 
children, and their effects, - 

Letter from a Committee of the Town of Boston 
to Dr. Joseph Warren, enclosing the Agree- 
ment between General Gage and the Town of 
Boston, ------- 

Meeting of the Freeholders and other Inhabi- 
tants of the Town of Boston, called in conse- 
quence of an interview between General Gage 
and the Selectmen of the Town. Committee 
appointed to wait upon General Gage with 
propositions for the removal of the Inhabitants, 
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April Committee report that General Gage agrees to 

23, let the Inhabitants leave the Town with their 

effects, if they first lodge their Arms in Faneuil 

Hall, or some other convenient place, under the 

care of the Selectmen, - 375 
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tenance of our Eights, and that thirty thou- 
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the concurrence of New-Hampshire is earn- 
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23, Letter from Major McClary to the New-Hamp- 
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Captains of the Militia are requested to muster 

and exercise their men once every week, - 382 

Letter from the Committee of New- York to Go- 
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urging their immediate assistance, by forward- 
ing as large a number of Troops as they can, 
well stocked with Provisions and Ammunition, 402 
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26, chusetts to the Inhabitants of Great Britain, - 487 
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tain, and the Depositions taken on the 25th ; 
requesting him to have them printed and cir- 
culated throughout England, ... 4S8 
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26, Letter from Colonel John Fenton to the People 
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cial defence and safety thereof, - - - 411 

Forms of Commissions for the Officers of the 
Troops raised for the special defence and safety 
of the Colony, - - ■• - - -413 

Officers for the six Regiments raised for the de- 
fence and safety of the Colony, - - - 414 

Commissar ies to supply Provisions for the Troops, 418 

Committee for settling and paying accounts of 
expenses incurred by raising Troops, - - 418 

Bills of Credit for fifty thousand Pounds autho- 
rized, and a tax laid to sink the whole amount, 419 

Committees to provide and take charge of Pow- 
der and Military Stores for the use of the Co- 
lony, 419 

Committee to consider the best means of defend- 
ing the Sea-Coasts, - 419 

Committee to provide Carriages and other neces- 
sary apparatus for the Cannon at New-London, 420 

Enlistments for six Regiments under General 
Spencer, authorized, ----- 420 

Four Regiments to be got in readiness forthwith 
to march to Boston, ----- 420 

An Act to exempt, for a limited time, the persons 
of Debtors from being imprisoned for debt, - 420 

Committee to inquire how far the Officers of the 
Militia Company of Northbury, in the Town 
of Waterbury, are inimical to the American 
cause, --___.. 422 

Permission given to Joseph Monson, of New- Ha- 
ven, to transport twenty-six head of Cattle to 
the West-Indies, 422 

Permission given to Joseph White, of Weathers- 
field, to ship twenty Cattle, - - - 422 

Permission given to Hezekiah Smith to ship 

fourteen Cattle, 422 

Assembly adjourned by Proclamation, without 
day, 422 
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April Philadelphia Committee stop all Exportations 
27 f from Philadelphia to Cuebeck, Nova-Scotia, 
Georgia, and Newfoundland, until the Con- 
tinental Congress shall give further orders 
therein, - - - - - - -421 

27, Letter from Stephen Hopkins to the President of 
the Massachusetts Congress, informing them 
of the seizure and detention of Mr. John 
Brown, of Providence, and requesting them to 
make the King's Officers answerable for the 
treatment of Mr. Brown. Reprisals recom- 
mended by the Continental Congress, and 



421 



423 



sanctioned by the Colonies, are highly neces- 
sary to be put in practice, - 
April Letter from Colonel Isaac Lee to Governour 

27, Trumbull. His Regiment is prepared with 
arms and ammunition, and ready to march 
at the shortest notice, - 

27, Letter from Jedediah Huntington to Jonathan 
Trumbull, Jun. Great numbers of Troops, or 
rather armed men, are at Roxbury, in much 
confusion. It is expected that the Inhabitants 
of Boston will be permitted to come out this 
day, but many are suspicious that the General 
intends to deceive them, till he gets possession 
of their Arms, 423 

27, Letter from the Massachusetts Committee of 
Safety to the Selectmen of Boston. As soon 
as it is known what time the Inhabitants are 
permitted to leave Boston, those who wish to 
take refuge there shall go in, 

27, Letter from the Committee of Safety to the Se- 
lectmen of Boston. It is reported that Gene- 
ral Gage says the Provincials fired first upon 
his detachment. This report creates the great- 
est astonishment, as there is the clearest evi- 
dence it is untrue, - 

27, Letter from the Boston Committee to the Com- 
mittee of Safety, enclosing the Agreement con- 
cluded this day between General Gage and the 
Committee, ------ 

27, Letter from Doctor Warren to Arthur Lee. The 
measures of the Administration have brought 
matters to a crisis. Lord Chatham and our 
friends must make up the breach immediately, 
or never. The next news from England must 
be conciliatory, or the connection between us 
ends, however fatal the consequences may be, 

27, Letter from Quebeck. The Governour's new 

Commission read there the 24th instant, 

28, People assembling at Fredericksburgh, Virginia, 

to march to Williarnsburgh to demand a resti- 
tution of the Powder taken by Lord Dunmore, 

28, Proclamation by Governour Franklin, calling a 
meeting of the Assembly of New-Jersey, on 
the 1 5th of May next, - 

28, Meeting of Inhabitants at Perth Amboy, in New- 
Jersey. Deputies to the Provincial Congress, 
to meet on the 5th of May, appointed, 

28, Address of the New-York Committee to the 
Freeholders and Freemen of the City and 
County of New- York, recommending the 
election of a new Committee, to consist of one 
hundred Members, on Monday next, the first 
of May, and at the same time to choose Dele- 
gates to a Provincial Congress, - 

28, Letter from the Committee of New- York to the 
Committees of the several Counties in the Co- 
lony, urging the immediate election of Depu- 
ties to a Provincial Congress, to meet on the 
22d of May, 

28, " An American" to the Inhabitants of New- 
York. Outrages of the British Troops on the 
19th of April, Both the King and Ministry 
are determined, at all hazards, to destroy Ame- 
rican liberty. There is nothing now left for 
us but to appeal to God, and use what strength 
we have in defence of oar liberty, 

28, Letter from Thomas Brown to Colonel George 
Pitkin. General Gage has opened the gates, 
and given permission to the Inhabitants of 
Boston to leave the Town, - 

28, Letter from the Massachusetts Congress to the 
Congress of New-Hampshire. A powerful 
army on our side must be raised at once. The 
other Colonies, as well as this, are fully con- 
vinced, that by immediate and vigorous exer- 
tions they may establish their liberty and save 
their Country, 

28, Letter from Cambridge to a Gentleman in New- 
port, Rhode- Island. Our countrymen swarm 
to our defence from all quarters. "We are 
busily organizing our Troops, and shall soon 
have an army of thirty thousand in the field. 
We have some hopes the Inhabitants of Bos- 
ton will he permitted to leave the Town this 
day. They delivered up their Arms yester- 
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Ammunition, to defend their lives and liber- 
ties, - - - - - 
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Letter from the Selectmen of Hopkinton to the 
Massachusetts Congress, - 853 

Letter from General Ward to the Committee for 
Salem. Expects an attack this night from 
the British Forces in Boston, ... 854 

Letter from London to a Gentleman in Philadel- 
phia. Account of the defeat of the British 
Troops on the 19th of April has been receiv- 
ed. The intelligence has panick-struck the 
Administration and their Tory dependants, 
who have daily denounced the Americans as 
cowards, ------- 354 

31, Committee for Mecklenburgh County, North- 

Carolina. Resolutions declaring all Laws and 
Commissions derived from the authority of the 
King or Parliament null and void, and the 
Civil Constitutions of the Colonies wholly sus- 
pended, and that no Legislative or Executive 
power exists in the Colonies, other than the 
Provincial Congresses, under the direction of 
the Continental Congress, - 855 

20, The Declaration of Independence by the Citizens 
of Mecklenburgh County, North-Carolina, on 
the twentieth day of May, 1775, with the ac- 
companying Documents, published by the Go- 
vernour, under the authority and direction of 
the. General Assembly of North-Carolina, 
(Note,) 855 
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Association recommended by the Committee of 
Chester County, Pennsylvania, to the People 
of the County, 859 

31, Letter addressed to Lord Sandwich, on his charge 

of Cowardice against the Americans, - - 8G1 

31, Letter from Col. George Washington to George 
William Fairfax, in England, with an acount 
of the Engagement between the Ministerial 
Troops and the People of Massachusetts-Bay, 8G5 

31, Letter from Col. Henshaw to Benedict Arnold. 
Connecticut has ordered Colonel Hinman to 
take command at Ticonderoga, with one thou- 
sand Men, and to repair and defend that Post, 724 

31, Worcester, Massachusetts, Convention, appoint a 
Committee to draw up a Remonstrance to the 
Provincial Congress, against persons having 
seals there who do not vote away their own 
money for publick purposes, in common with 
others; and also to consider the right of per- 
sons inimical to the Country to vote in Town- 
Meetings, 865 

31, Representation of Robert Temple to the Massa- 
chusetts Committee of Safety, - 856 

31, Letter from Stephen Nye, at Sandwich, to Na- 
thaniel Freeman. Relation of Captain Lind- 
eey's proceedings at the Islands, - - 866 

31, Letter from the Selectmen of the Town of Scar- 
borough to the Massachusetts Congress. Their 
reasons for not choosing a Representative, - 867 

31, Letter from the Selectmen of Edgartown to the 
Massachusetts Congress. They are firmly 
attached to the cause of their Country, yet 
the peculiar circumstances in which they are 
placed renders it inexpedient for them to elect 
a Member to the Congress, - 867 

31, Petition of the Inhabitants of Berwick to the 
Massachusetts Congress. The Towns along 
the sea-coast are exposed to the ravages of the 
enemy, and for want of Arms and Ammuni- 
tion, the People cannot defend their Wives and 
Children against the King's Troops: they, 
therefore, pray for assistance, - 868 

31, Letter from the Selectmen of Bedford to the Mas- 
sachusetts Congress. The Town has declined 
to send a Member to the Congress, but will 
freely comply with all their wise and salutary 
measures, ------ 868 

31, Letter from the New- Hampshire Congress to 
General Ward, requesting Colonel Stark may 
be sent to them, ----- 868 

31, Letter from the New-Hampshire Congress to 
Colonel Stark, requesting him to repair to 
Exeter without loss of time, ... 868 

31, Letter from the Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, 
Committee, to the Provincial Congress, sug- 
gesting measures of defence against an expect- 
ed attempt to burn the Town by a British Ship- 
of-War, 868 

31, Letter from Meshech Weare to the New-Hamp- 
shire Congress. Recommending measures of 
defence on the Sea-Coast, - 869 

31, Captain Winborn Adams to the New- Hampshire 
Congress. Waits for the direction of the Con- 
gress before he complies with a request from 
Portsmouth, to go there and assist in destroy- 
ing the Men-of-War in the Harbour, - 869 

31, Letter to the New-Hampshire Congress, from 
Charles Johnston, Clerk to the Committee 
of the Northern Regiment, in the County of 
Grafton. Preparations in Canada for invading 
the Provinces. Four or five hundred Indians 
collected, and Governour Carleton enlisting 
Men in Canada. The Inhabitants are in want 
of Ammunition, Arms, and assistance, - - 869 

June 1, Letter from London to a Gentleman in Water- 
town. The Ministry are in great consterna- 
tion since the intelligence by Captain Derby. 
They wait for General Gage's Despatches, to 
determine what they will do, 870 

1, Letter from London to a Gentleman in New- 
York. State of publick opinion in England 
on the arrival of the news of the defeat and 
retreat of the Detachments under Lord Percy 

and Colonel Smith, 870 

I, Letter from W. Jones, at Savannah, to the Com- 
mittee of Donations, Boston. The unhappy 
divisions in Georgia have hitherto prevented 
their contributing to the support of the Poor 
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of Boston, but they now send sixty-three bar- 
rels of Rice, and one hundred and twenty-two 
Pounds sterling, in Specie, and expect soon to 
send another token of their regard, - - 871 
ne 1, Letter from the Independent Company of Albe- 
marle, Virginia, to the Williamsburgh Volun- 
teers. The landing any armed force in the 
Colony will justify opposition, - 872 

1, Letter from Easton, Pennsylvania, to Richard 
Henry Lee. Suggesting offers to be made by 
the Continental Congress to the King, for a 
reconciliation, ------ 872 

1, Letter from the New- York Congress to their 
Delegates in the Continental Congress, trans- 
mitting important intelligence just received 
from Albany, Water town, and Hartford. — 
They have no Money nor Powder, and can- 
not have Money until they receive the direc- 
tions of the Congress, who ought to assign the 
several quotas of Men and Money to each of 
the Colonies, 378 

1, Memorial of John Sparding, living at Ticonde- 

roga Landing, to the New- York Congress, - 873 

I, Letter from the New- York Congress to the Sub- 
Committee of the City and County of Albany. 
New- York being unable to garrison Ticonde- 
roga, Crown Point, or Fort George, applied 
to the Eastern Colonies for assistance: and 
Connecticut has sent one thousand Men there, 
under Colonel Hinman. There is no Powder 
in New- York, 1269 

1, Letter from the Camp, near Boston, to a Gentle- 
man in New- York. Account of the attack 
on the Provincials by the King's Troops at 
Noddle-Island and Hog-Island, - 874 

1, Declaration of Alexander Walker, one of the 
signers of the Address to Governour Hutchin- 
son, 875 

1, An Address to the Americans. They are called 
upon by the providence of God to fight for 
their Liberties, ------ 875 

1, Address of the Pastors of the Congregational 
Churches of Massachusetts to the Provincial 
Congress, ------ 875 

Resolution of the Convention of Congregational 
Ministers, offering their services to officiate as 
Chaplains to the Army, - 876 

1, Letter from the Selectmen of Lunenburgh to the 
Massachusetts Congress, requesting to be ex- 
cused from furnishing two half barrels of Pow- 
der from their Town stock for the Army, as it 
will leave them but thirty pounds for their 
own defence, ------ 876 

1, Petition of William Tallman and others, to the 
Massachusetts Congress, requesting the Ves- 
sels they have fitted out at great expense for 
Whaling Voyages, may be permitted to pro- 
ceed to sea, __.-.- 876 

1, Letter from the Massachusetts Congress to Col. 
Benedict Arnold, highly approving the ac- 
quisitions he has made at Ticonderoga, Crown 
Point, on the Lake, &c. ; they regret his re- 
pealed requests to send some one to succeed 
him in the command, and request him to con- 
tinue until New-York or Connecticut shall 
take the charge of maintaining the Posts, - 1382 

1, Letter from the Massachusetts Congress to the 

New- Hampshire Congress, requesting them to 
unite in the defence and security of Ticon- 
deroga and Crown Point, - - - - 876 

I, Letter from the Massachusetts Congress to the 
Assembly of Connecticut. Maintaining a Post 
at Ticonderoga or Crown Point is of the ut- 
most importance. New- York does not intend 
to dismantle these Posts entirely, but only to 
supply from them such Fortifications as may 
be erected at the south end of Lake George, - 877 

1, Letter from Governour Trumbull to the Massa- 
chusetts Congress. The Provincial Congress 
of New-York are desirous to maintain the im- 
portant Posts of Ticonderoga and Crown Point, 
and Albany will afford their utmost assistance 
for securing these Posts for the common de- 
fence, 877 

1, Petition of Joseph Kelly, of Nottingham- West, 

to the New- Hampshire Congress, - - 878 

2, Letter from the President of the Continental Con- 

gress to the New-York Congress, enclosing 
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a Resolution of May 31, and requesting their 
immediate compliance with it, so far as respects 
thefumishing Batteaus, Provisions, Stores, &c, 
at Ticonderoga and Crown Point, - - 1271 

June 2. An Old Man's Company formed in Reading, 
Pennsylvania. It consists of eighty Germans, 
of the age of forty and upwards. The per- 
son who led them at their first assembling 
under arms is ninety-seven years of age, - 878 
2, List of the Committees for the several Districts 

in Tryon County, New- York, - - - 878 
Letter from the Committee for Tryon County to 
Colonel Guy Johnson. The People have 
quietly assembled, signed the General Asso- 
ciation, and appointed a Committee. It is their 
determination to do what they can to save their 
Country, and will, if called upon, be the fore- 
most to take the field. They request him to 
dissuade the Indians from interfering in the 
dispute between the Mother Country and the 
Colonies, -879 

% Letter to John Holt, approving of his publishing 
and putting his name on the Address against 
unlawful Standing Armies, - 880 

No Standing Army in the British Colonies : or an 
Address to the Inhabitants of the Colony of 
New- York, against unlawful Standing Armies, 883 

2, Letter of Robert and John Murray to the New- 
York Congress, 887 

% Memorial of Robert and John Murray to the 

New- York Congress, - - - -887 

Memorial of Robert and John Murray, Mer- 
chants of the City of New- York, to the Con- 
tinental Congress, - - - - - 888 
Papers accompanying the Memorial, - - 890 

2, Letter from John Lamb to the New- York Con- 
gress, offering his services in the Artillery 
Department, - - - - - - 891 

2, Letter from Ethan Allen, at Crown Point, to the 
New-York Congress. Importance of the 
Posts on Lake Champlain, which have been 
taken, and the necessity of retaining them. 
With fifteen hundred Men he can take Mon- 
treal, and it would be no difficult matter to take 
Quebeck; this object should be accomplished, 
though it required ten thousand Men to do it. 
If it is though.! premature to push an Army 
into Canada, he proposes to make a stand at 
Isle-au-Noix, 801 

2, Address of the New-York Provincial Congress 

to the Inhabitants of the Province of Quebeck, 893 

2, Letter from the Committee of Albany to the Pro- 
vincial Congress of New-York, requesting 
them to furnish Provisions, except Flour, for 
the thousand Men sent by Governour Trum- 
bull to Ticonderoga. They desire full instruc- 
tions as to what is expected of them, and also 
what disposition to make of the Prisoners takt u 
at St. John's, 1-276 

2, Lutter from General Greene to Jacob Greene, - 394 

2, Petition of the Inhabitants of Georgetown, on 
Kennebeck River, to the Massachusetts Con- 
gress, for one or two barrels or half-barrels of 
Powder, as they have but thirty pounds, and 
are in daily expectation of being plundered by 
the British armed vessels, - - - - §94 

2, Letter from Colonel Gridley to the Massachusetts 

Committee of Safety, - 894 

2, Letter from Nathaniel Shaw, at New- London, to 
the New-Hampshire Congress. Has ordered 
a large quantity of Powder, but, from its not ar- 
riving, fears the Cruisers in the British Chan- 
nel, or the negotiations between Great Britain 
and the States of Holland, have prevented it, 894 

2, Letter from the New-Hampshire Congress to 
their Delegates in the Continental Congress. 
Circumstances appear daily more and more 
alarming: the Men-of- War stop all Provision 
Vessels coming to Portsmouth : Arms andGun- 
powder must be procured, if possible, in the 
Southern Governments; it is indispensable that 
some plan be adopted by the Continental Con- 
gress for a Paper Currency, or some other to 
meet the present urgent necessity, - - 895 

2, Letter from the New- Hampshire Congress to the 
Continental Congress, remonstrating against 
the abandonment of Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point, and removing the Cannon to the south 
end. of Lake George, - £.95 
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:, Letter from the New-Hampshire Congress to 
the New- York Congress. The Fortress of 
Ticonderoga is important to the welfare of all 
the Northern Colonies, and particularly so to 
New-Hampshire, where the thoughts of its 
demolition casts a damp on the spirits of the 
People ; they trust the order for its abandon- 
ment will be reconsidered by the Continental 
Congress, but are determined to abide by the 
determination of that body, - 895 

, Letter from the Committee of Portsmouth, New- 
Hampshire, to the Provincial Congress. Re- 
quest the Congress will regulate all future 
movements of any bodies of armed men from 
one Town to another, .... 896 

, Provincial Congress of South -Carolina earnestly 
recommend to their Constituents the promotion 
of union and harmony, ... - 890 

Association unanimously agreed to in the Provin- 
cial Congress of South-Carolina, - - 897 
, Norfolk, Virginia, Committee. Order the imme- 
diate return of the Ship Molly, Captain Mitch- 
eson, lately arrived from Great Britain, laden 
with a large quantity of Goods, in violation of 
the Association, ..... 897 
, Letter from the New- York Delegates in the Con- 
tinental Congress to the Provincial Congress. 
They are much pleased with the New- York 
plan for raising Money, but doubt of its being 
adopted by the Continental Congress. As Gen- 
eral Officers will, in all probability, be appoint- 
ed soon, they wish to know who would be most 
acceptable to them, to take command of the 
Continental Army in the Province, which is 
to be maintained at the general charge, - 898 
, Letter from the New-York Congress to the In- 
habitants of Tryon County, urging them, for 
their own reputations' sake, the love of their 
Country, their regard for the welfare of the 
whole Continent, and of millions yet unborn, 
not to separate from their brethren upon this 
momentous occasion, but to unite with the rest 
of the Colony, and send Deputies to the Pro- 
vincial Congress. Perhaps this will be the 
last application, as the time has almost come 
when we should be able to know our ene- 
mies, 1274 

Letter from the Congress of New-York to Colo- 
nel Guy Johnson. They will discountenance 
every attempt against his person and property, 
and expect he will not counteract any measures 
recommended by the Continental or Provin- 
cial Congress, or by the Committees formed, 
or to be formed. The dispute has become so 
serious that they cannot silently sutler their 
plan to be frustrated by their own Countrymen, 1275 

New- York Committee. Mr. George Folliot de- 
clines taking his seat in the Provincial Con- 
gress, and Isaac Sears is nominattd in his 
place, 898 

Proclamation by Lieutenant- Governour Colden, 
further proroguing the Meeting of the Assem- 
bly to the 5th of July next, - 899 

Letter from James Rivington to the New- York 

Congress, -----._ £99 

Letter from the New- York Committee to the 
Continental Congress, referring to their decision 
in the case of James Rivington, - - . 899 

Post-Maater and Post-Rider appointed by the 
Committee of Providence, Rhode- Island, to be 
under their direction until the Assembly of the 
Colony, or the .Continental Congress, shall 
make other regulations and appointments, - 900 

Letter from the Massachusetts Congress to Henry 
Gardner, requiring him to proceed immediate- 
ly to sign Bills for the payment of the Troops, 
to prevent their returning home, - 900 

Letter from the Committee of the Town of Arun- 
del, in Massachusetts, to the Provincial Con- 
gress. They have seized a Vessel from Bos- 
ton, with a number of the King's Arms on 
board, and send the persons and papers seized, 
to be disposed of by the Congress, - - 900 

Deposition of Samuel Smith, - - - - 901 

Orders from William Sheriff, dated Boston 
May 30, to Josiah Jones, to proceed to Wind- 
sor, in Nova-Scotia, - - - - - 901 

Letter from William Sheriff, dated Boston, May 
30, to Day & Scott, at Windsor, Nova-Scotia 901 
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Letter from William Sheriff, dated Boston, May 
29, to Thomas Williams, Storekeeper of Ord- 
nance at Annapolis Royal, - 
June 3, Letter from Loammi Baldwin to the Massachu- 
setts Congress, ------ 

3, Letter from the New-Hampshire Congress to the 

Massachusetts Congress. Having undoubted 
intelligence pf the attempts of the British Min- 
istry to engage the Canadians and Indians in 
their interest, they have raised and sent three 
Companies for the protection of the frontier 
settlements, ------ 

4, Letter from a Gentleman in London to his friend 

in Philadelphia. The duplicity of New- York 
will ever render them suspected. The many 
assurances given to the Ministry by their lead- 
ers, justify a suspicion, which the conduct of 
some of their Merchants confirms, that they 
would adopt any means to break through the 
Association, ------ 

4, Meeting of the Committee of Observation for 
Anne Arundel County, Maryland, 

4. Letter from Colonel Philip Schuyler to the New- 
York Congress. He has been appointed by 
the Continental Congress to settle the Accounts 
of the People .employed in the reduction of 
Ticonderoga, 

4, Letter from Ethan Allen, at present the principal 
commander of the Army at Ticonderoga, to 
our worthy and respectable countrymen and 
friends, the French People of Canada, - 

4, Letter from Elbridge Gerry to the Massachu- 
setts Delegates in the Continental Congress. 
Government is so essential that it cannot be too 
soon adopted. Every day's delay will make 
the task more arduous. A regular General is 
wanted to assist in disciplining the Army ; the 
pride of the People would prevent their being 
led by any General not American, yet Gene- 
ral Lee could be of great service. The New- 
England Generals would acquiesce in the ap- 
pointment of Colonel Washington as Gene- 
ralissimo, ------ 

4, Letter from General Ward and the Chairmen of 
the Committees of Safety and Supplies, to the 
Continental Congress. The Army at Cam- 
bridge is so entirely destitute of Powder that 
they are in danger of falling a prey to their 
enemies for want of the means of defence; 
they earnestly beseech that whatever can be 
spared in the other Colonies may be sent for 
their relief, ------ 
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plundering and abuse of the Inhabitants of the 
Elizabeth Islands, by Captain Lindsey, of the 
Falcon Sloop-of-War, - 

Deposition of Elisha Nye, - 
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selling of Goods without a certificate from the 
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5, Letter to General Burgoyne, from a Pennsyl- 
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Fourth Sebies. — Vol. h. 
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Meeting of the Governo ur and Committee of War 
for Connecticut. Fifty barrels of Powder or- 
dered to be sent to the American Army before 
Boston, H 

Meeting of the Committee of Worcester County, 
Maryland. Acknowledge tbeir allegiance to the 
King, an affection for his person, and zeal for 
the support of his crown and dignity; will do 
all in their power to oppose the detested Min- 
isterial plan for enslaving their Country, and 
will cheerfully contribute to assist their suffer- 
ing brethren in Boston, - 1 

Dixon Gluinton and Thomas Lambden declared 
enemies of their Country, by the Worcester, 
Maryland, Committee, - - - ' 

Delaware Assembly declare they will be charge- 
able with their share of the expense incurred 
in the defence of the lives and liberties of the 
People of the Twelve United Colonies, and of 
the Parish of St. John's, in Georgia, - 

Letter from General Charles Lee to General 
Burgoyne, ------ 

Philadelphia Committee examine the complaint 
against Captain Robert Torrans, for having 
imported and sold some Irish Linens about the 
first of May last, and resolve that he has wil- 
fully and knowingly violated the Continental 
Association, ------ 

Letter from the New- York Congress to their 
Delegates in the Continental Congress, enclos- 
ing the Report of a Committee appointed on. 
erecting Fortifications at King's Bridge. The 
ground is so irregular on the Northern part 
of Manhattan Island that no Fortifications can 
be constructed there so as to be tenable for any 
length of time. No part of the Island is 
adapted for a Magazine or place of Arms, with 
an enemy superiour in the field, and with the 
command of both Rivers, - - - - 1 

Letter from the New- York Congress to the Com- 
mittee of Albany. Highly approve of their 
zeal and activity in raising Troops, but request 
them to proceed no further without orders; the 
two Companies raised may be sent to Ticon- 
deroga. The Prisoners taken at St. John's 
should remain at liberty, and be supported out 
of the Colony Provisions, - - - - 1 

Letter from the New- York Congress to their 
Delegates in the Continental Congress ; calling 
their attention to the necessity of immediately 
providing Money, without which it will be im- 
possible to comply with their further requests. 
Their attention is particularly called to the 
situation of New- York, with respect to the 
Indians on their Northern Frontiers, whom 
policy will teach the British Ministry to set 
upon them, that they may be driven for protec- 
tion to embrace their terms of slavery; this 
evil may be remedied by the appointment of a 
Continental Superintendent of Indian affairs, 
instead of leaving the management of Indian 
affairs in the hands of Crown Officers. The 
appointment of a General is left to the wisdom 
of the Continental Congress, - - - ] 

Letter from the New- York Congress to their 
Delegates in the Continental Congress, re- 
commending Colonel Philip Schuyler and 
Captain Richard Montgomery to the offices 
of Major and Brigadier- General, - - ] 

Letter from the New- York Congress to the Mas- 
sachusetts Committee of Safety. They are 
fully aware of the dangerous consequences 
that await them, either from supineness, or a 
confidence in the honour of the avowed instru- 
ments of Ministerial vengeance, - 

Petition of Donald McLeod, late from Scotland, 
to the New- York Committee, asking for a 
Commission, ------ 

Letter from Benjamin Lindsay to the New- York 
Committee, asking permission to take on board 
a parcel of Flour for the Poor of Boston, 
Application of the Selectmen of the Town of 
Lancaster to the Massachusetts Congress, to 
know what shall be done with the Estates of 
those who have gone to General Gage, 
Letter from Committee of Belfast, &c, to the Mas- 
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Powder lately removed from thence by his 
order, 

Committee to prepare the Address, - 

1 7, Committee appointed, on the 7th of June, to dra w 

up an Address to be 'presented to the Govern- 
our, reported, 

Address reported by the Committee agreed to, 
and Committee appointed to present it, - 

Council agree to address the Governour concern- 
ing the Locks taken off some of the Guns in 
the Magazine, and Committee appointed to 
prepare it, 

Mr. Mercer reported, from the Committee ap- 
pointed yesterday to draw up an Address to the 
Governour, informing him the Publick Maga- 
zine is now in a fit condition for the reception 
of Aims and Ammunition, - - - - 

Address reported by Mr. Mercer agreed to, and 
a Committee appointed to present it, - 

Joint Address to the Governour, requesting him 
to order the Publick Arms in the Palace may 
be removed, during his absence, to the Publick 
Magazine, ------ 

19, Mr. Bland presented to the House copies of seve- 
ral Resolutions of the Continental Congress, 
passed on the 17th of May, on the 29th of May, 
and on 2d of June 1221 

Resolutions of the Congress approved of by the 
House, and the several Committees in the Co- 
lony for carrying into execution the Continen- 
tal Association are requested to be vigilant in 
seeing them strictly complied with, - - 1221 
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June 19, Address to the Governour, reported by the Com- 
mittee appointed on Thursday last, the 15th 

instant, -1221 

Agreed to, and Committee appointed to present it, 1231 
20, Message from the Council, with a Paper which 
they have received from the Governour, as his 
Answer to the last Joint Address of the Coun- 
cil and House, 1232 

Governour, in the Paper communicated, refuses 
to give directions for the removal of the Arms 
from the Palace, and directs that they remain 
there, and on no account be touched without 



his 



express permission, 



1232 
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Mr. Cary reported that the Joint Address of Sa- 
turday last, (June 17,) and the two Addresses 
of this House of the same day, and the Address 
of yesterday, had been severally presented to 
the Governour, who directed him to acquaint 
the House he had sent his Answer to the first 
to the Council, and delivered him two Papers 
in answer to the second and third Addresses, - 1232 

21, Papers sent by the Governour, in answer to the 

Joint Address and to the Addresses of this 
House, taken into consideration, - - - 1233 

Conference desired with the Council, on the state 
of the Colony, and on the subject-matter of the 
Governour's Message in answer to the Joint 
Address of the Council and House, - - 1233 

Conference agreed to by the Council, - - 1233 

Committee appointed to manage the Conference 

on the part of the House, - 1233 

Instructions to Committee appointed to manage 
the Conference, ----- 1233 

Address to the Governour agreed upon in Con- 
ference, 1234 

Agreed to by the House, and Committee appoint- 
ed to present it, 1235 

22, Answer of the Governour to the Joint Address of 

yesterday, ...--- 1236 

Message from the Governour to the House, by 
the Attorney-General, on the Bills and Re- 
solves passed by the House, - 1237 

Address of the House in answer to the Message, 1237 
24, Answer of the Governour to the Address, - 1239 

Considered by the House in Committee of the 
Whole, 1239 

Resolutions, reported by the Committee of the 
Whole, and agreed to by the House, - - 1239 

Commissioners appointed to meet the Chiefs of 
the Ohio Indians, to confirm and ratify a Treaty 
of Peace with them, -,---- 1240 

Commissioners appointed to settle the Accounts 
of the Militia for their services and losses in the 
late Indian war, 1240 

Adjourned to the 12th of October next, - - 1241 
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.May 22, The Congress assembled at the Exchange, in 
New- York, 1241- 

23, List of the Deputies from the several Counties, 
Rules of the Congress adopted, 

Moved by Mr. Low, and consideration postponed, 
that implicit obedience ought to be paid to all 
General Regulations recommended by the Con- 
tinental Congress ; but that this Congress is 
competent to determine on all matters relative 
to the internal police of the Colony, 

Resolution of the Continental Congress of May 
18th, relative to Ticonderoga, presented, 

Committee appointed to report the best method of 
carrying it into execution, - 

All the Ministers in the City, who can pray in 
English, requested to make arrangements for 
opening the Congress with Prayer, 

24, Report of the Committee on the Resolution of the 

Continental Congress relative to Ticonderoga, 

Committee appointed to superintend the removal 
of the Cannon and Stores from Ticonderoga 
to Fort George, ----- 

Letter from a Committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of Connecticut, appointed to confer 
with this Colony, - - - - 

Gentlemen from Connecticut introduced, their 
Credentials read, and a Committee appointed 
to confer with them, 

Committee to consider the expense and means 
of raising Money, to defray the expense of 
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removing the Cannon and Stores from Ticon- 

deroga, 
May2i, Letter to the Go vernour of Connecticut, inform- 
ing him of what they have done relative to 
Ticonderoga, 
Committee to prepare a Letter and Instructions 
to the Agents for removing the Cannon and 
Stores from Ticonderoga, - 
25, Committee appointed to confer with the Gentle- 
men from Connecticut, on their written re- 



quest, 



1250 



1250 



- 1250 



Arrangement of the Clergy of New- York, to 
open the Congress with Prayer every morn- 
ing, ------- 

Report of the Committee after their Conference, 1250 

Motion rejected, that the Letter to the Go- 
vernour of Connecticut be withheld, and the 
subject-matter thereof reconsidered, 

Letter to the Agents for removing the Cannon 
and Stores from Ticonderoga, - 

Instructions to the Agents, 

The Congress recommend to all persons not to 
commit any hostilities against the People of 
Canada, and declare every such step infamous, 
and highly inimical to all the American Colo- 
nies, - • 

Motion made, and consideration postponed, that 
this Congress do fully approve of the Proceed- 
ings of the late Continental Congress, 

26, Committee of Correspondence appointed, and in- 

structed to inform the People of Canada that 
nothing hostile is intended against them, 

Letter to the Committee of Safety for Massachu- 
setts, and the Committee of Correspondence for 
New- Hampshire, - 

Committee appointed to consider the expediency 
of emitting a Continental Paper Currency, - 1254 

Letter to the Delegates representing this Colony 
in the Continental Congress, - 1255 

Propositions and requests of Capt. Asa Douglass, 1 255 

Members of the Congress desired to sign the As- 
sociation, -_.... 

27, Letter from Abraham Lott, for information 

whether he is authorized to supply the Ship 
Asia with Provisions: permission given, 
Committee on Continental Paper Currency re> 
port; to be considered on Tuesday next, 

29, Letter from the Provincial Congress of New-Jer 

sey, dated May 26, - 

Letter from President Hancock, dated May 26, 
with Resolves of the Continental Congress of 
May 25, respecting the measures they conceive 
necessary for the defence and safety of the City 
and Province of New- York, - 

Letter to the Provincial Congress of New- Jersey, 1260 

Letter to the Delegates in the Continental Con- 
gress, -_ - - - ■■ - - 1260 

Recommendation to the several Counties to ap- 
point Committees to obtain the signatures of 
all the Inhabitants to the Association, and to 
report the Names of those who refuse to sign, 1261 

Letter to the Counties, enclosing the foregoing 
Recommendation, 

30, Report of the Committee on the Continental 

Paper Currency, 

Agreed to unanimously by the House, and a copy 
directed to be transmitted to the Delegates of the 
Colony in the Continental Congress, 

Letter to the Delegates in Continental Congress, 
enclosing the Report on Paper Currency, 

Committee to examine the Ground at or near 
King's Bridge, to ascertain if it will admit of 
making a Fortification there that will be ten- 
able, - - 

Committee to go to the Highlands, and report the 
most proper place for erecting one or more 
Fortifications, - - - - 

Motion by Mr. Kissam, that a Committee be ap- 
pointed to prepare and state the terms on which 
a reconciliation may be tendered to Great 
Britain, ------_ 

31, Inhabitants of the Colony recommended to fur- 

nish themselves with Arms and Ammunition, 1267 
Committee to Report an arrangement of the 
Troops to be embodied for the defence of this 

Colony, 1267 

June 1, Letter to the Delegates of the Colony in the 

Continental Congress, - 1268 
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Letter to Sub-Committee of the City of Albany, 1 269 
Mr. Kissam, with leave of the Congress, withdrew 

his motion of the 30th of May, - - - 1269 
Committee of Correspondence reported a Letter 
to the People of Canada, which was read and 
approved, 1270 

Fifteen hundred copies of the Letter in French, 
and five hundred in English, ordered to be 
printed and distributed among the People of 
Canada, 1270 

Motion by Mr. Kissam, that a Committee be ap- 
pointed to prepare a Plan of Accommodation 
between Great Britain and the Colonies, - 1271 

Debated and adopted: affirmative seven Coun- 
ties, negative four Counties, - - - 1271 

Committee to prepare the Plan of Accommoda- 
tion, 1271 

Letter from President Hancock, dated May 31, 
enclosing a Resolution of the same day, re- 
questing the Govemour of Connecticut to send 
a strong re-enforcement to Crown Point and 
Ticonderoga, - - - - - - 1271 

Peter T. Curtcnius appointed Commissary to 
supply the Northern Posts; and the Members 
of the Congress become responsible to him for 
the disbursements he may make, - - 1272 

Letter from James Rivington, Printer, received 
and read, and the consideration of it deferred, 1274 

Recommendation to the Inhabitants of the City 
not to obstruct the embarkation of the British 
Troops, 1274 

Letter to Inhabitants of Tryon County, - - 1274 

Letter to Colonel Guy Johnson, - - - 1275 

Letter from the Committee at Albany, dated June 
% 1775, 1276 

Letter to the Governour and Company of Con- 
necticut, 1277 

Letter to the New- York Delegates at the Conti- 
nental Congress, on the subject of erecting a 
Fortification at King's Bridge, - - - 1273 

Report of the Committee who viewed the Grounds 
at King's Bridge, and places adjacent, - 1279 

Colonel Philip Schuyler recommended to the 
Continental Congress asaMajor-General, and 
Richard Montgomery as a Brigadier-General, 1280 

Letter to the Committee of Albany, - - 1280 

Letter to the Delegates of this Colony in the 
Continental Congress, calling their attention to 
the necessity of immediately providing Mo- 
ney; recommend the appointment of a Conti- 
nental Superintendent of Indian Affairs; and 
leave to the wisdom of the Continental Con- 
gress the appointment of a General, - - 1281 

Letter to the Delegates in Continental Congress, 
recommending Colonel Schuyler for Major- 
General, and Captain Montgomery for Briga- 
dier-General, ----_. 1282 

Any attempt to raise tumults, under pretext of a 
doubtful interpretation of the Resolves or Re- 
commendation of the Congress, is declared to 
be a high infraction of the General Association, 
and tending directly to the dissolution of this 
Congress, 1282 

Letter to the Committee of Safety for Massachu- 
setts, ----.._ 1283 

James Rivington having signed the General As- 
sociation, and asked pardon of the publick, who 
have been offended by his ill-judged publica- 
tions, is permitted to return to his house and 
family, 1284 

Letter to Artemas Ward, General of the Massa- 
chusetts Army, Joseph Warren, Chairman of 
the Committee of Safety, and Moses Gill, 
Chairman of the Committee of Supplies, - 12S5 

The late seizure of the Militaiy Stores belonging 
to the Crown, at Turtle Bay, is a direct viola- 
tion of the Continental Order of the 15th of 
May ; is inimical to the true interest of the Colo- 
nies, and tends to involve this City in the utmost 
confusion and distress, - 1285 

Committee appointed to repair to Turtle Bay, 
and inform the persons assembled there of the 
opinion of this Congress, and to order them to 
desist from the further execution of their inten- 
ds, , 285 

Motion by Mr. Scott, to dismantle the Fort and 
secure the Cannon, rejected: affirmative five 
Counties; negative five Counties, - - 1286 
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- 1288 



Secret Committee appointed to examine what 
quantity of Saltpetre is in the hands of the 
Apothecaries in this City, - 

Committee to estimate and report the quantity of 
every article necessary for eqiupping three 
thousand Men, 

Letter to the Commander-in-Chief at Ticondero- 
ga, informing him that the damaged Powder 
there may be sent to the Mill erected near the 
east side of Hudson's River, in Rhynbeck Pre- 
cinct, in Dutchess County, 

Letter to the Commissioners at Albany, appointed 
to superintend the removal of the Cannon and 
Stores from Tieonderoga and Crown Point, 

Bounty of five Pounds given for every hundred 
weight of Gunpowder manufactured within the 
Colony, and a Bounty of twenty Pounds for 
every hundred good Muskets so manufac- 
tured, ---_-_. 

Motion by Mr. Tredwe]l } totake the advice of tht 
Continental Congress relative to dismantling 
the Fort, declared to be the same in substance 
with a motion made, voted on, and carried in the 
negative, yesterday: affirmative six Counties, 
negative four Counties, 

Powder received from Elizabnthtown, in New- 
Jersey, committed to Mr. McDougall, to be 
forwarded to the Massachusetts Army, - - 1290 

The Mayor of the City informed the Congress 
that application had been made to him respect- 
ing some Arms taken out of the Baggage 
Carts of the Troops lately embarking from 
this City, 1290 

Motion by Mr. Morris, that the Arms and Mili- 
tary Accoutrements taken from His Majesty's 
Troops on Tuesday last be restored, and that 
every Inhabitant of the Colony who is possess- 
ed of any, immediately deliver them to the 
Mayor of New- York : carried in the Affirma- 
tive: for the affirmative, eight Counties; for 
the negative, two Counties, 

Case of Robert and John Murray considered, and 
they are fully restored to their commercial 
privileges, and declared to be entitled to the 
forgiveness of the Publick, - 

Copy of the Report of the Committee appointed 
to ascertain the most proper place for erecting 
a Fortification in the Highlands, ordered to be 
sent to the Delegates in the Continental Con- 
gress, ----... 

Letter from the Delegates of the Colony, dated 
Philadelphia, June 10, 

Letter from the Continental Congress, dated June 
10, with a Resolution of the 9th, requesting 
New- York to forward to the Camp before Bos- 
ton five thousand barrels of Flour, for the use 
of the Continental Army, - 

Committee appointed to purchase and forward the 
Flour without delay, - 

Letter to the Merchants of Canada. They agree 
to the proposition for the establishment of a 
regular Post between Montreal and New- 
York; and disavow in the strongest terms the 
intention attributed to them, that the Confede- 
rated Colonies on this Continent aim at Inde- 
pendence, - 

Letter to the New- York Delegates, respecting 
the establishment of a Post in the Highlands, 1295 

Report of the Committee on the most proper 
place for a Post in the Highlands, - 

Committee to agree with any person in the City 
for importing, without delay, any quantity of 
Gunpowder, not exceeding thirty tons, allow- 
ing the importer one hundred per cent, on the 
first cost, - 

Mr. McDougall appointed by the Congress to 
seize one Angus McDonald, who is charged 
with giving a Bounty and enlisting Men, to be 
employed against the Liberties of this Country, 1297 

Information given by Capt. Thompson of Troops 
coming to America, - - - 

Letter to the Governour of Connecticut, with the 
above information, - 

William Duer complains of sundry insinuations 
against his conduct, with relation to the North- 
ern Frontier of this Colony, and prays a Com- 
mittee may be appointed to inquire into his 
conduct, 1298 
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June 1 4, Committee appointed to hear and examine into 

the case of Mr. Duer, - 1298 

Angus McDonald brought before the Congress; 
and being examined, he confessed that he had 
taken the names of upwards of forty men. and 
also confessed sundry other matters, - ' - 1298 

Deposition of Angus McDonald, voluntarily 
given, setting forth the circumstances under 
which he engaged in this business, on the sug- 
gestion of Major Small, in Boston, - - 1298 

Committee appointed to arrest Captain Alexander 
McDonald, now or late of Richmond County, 1299 

Angus McDonald sent a Prisoner to General 
Woosters Camp, 1299 

Letter to General Wooster, requesting him to 
take charge of, and secure Angus McDonald, 1299 

Motion by Mr. Foster, that General Wooster be 
requested to march, with the Troops under 
his command, to the distance of five miles of 

this City, 1300 

15, Report on the case of William Duer. Insinua- 
tions against him entirely groundless, - - 1300 

Letter to General Wooster, requesting him to 
march his Troops to this Colony, - - 1300 

Petition from Ebenezer Hazard, requesting to 
be appointed Postmaster, - 1301 

Letter from Wm. Goddard, on the same subject, 1301 
1G, Letter to Robert Boyd, of New- Windsor, on the 

subject of making Gun-Barrels, - 1302 
17, Letter to General Wooster, informing him they 
have received information that the Transports, 
with Troops for New- York, have been order- 
ed for Boston, 1304 

Committee appointed to prepare a Plan of Ac- 
commodation between Great Britain and the 
Colonies, directed to bring in their Report on 
Wednesday next, 1304 

20, Letter from James Dtiane, dated Philadelphia, 

June 17, with a Resolution of Congress of the 
16th, requesting the march of Troops from 
Connecticut to New- York, - - - 1305 

Two Letters from Gen. Wooster, dated Green- 
wich, June 17 and June 18, - 1306 

Letter to Governour Trumbull, - - - 1306 

Letter to General Wooster, - 1307 

Letter from the President of the Continental Con- 
gress, dated Philadelphia, June 12, with Re- 
solves of Congress of the 10th instant, - 1307 

Abraham Lott authorized to supply Captain 
Vandeput. and His Majesty's Ship Asia, with 
necessaries from time to time, - 1307 

Recommendatory Passport to Brook Watson and 
his suite, 1307 

Motion by Mr. Verplanck, for advancing Money 
to Messrs. Van Vleeck and Kipp, and allow- 
ing a bounty on Saltpetre manufactured in the 
Colony, rejected: affirmative, four Counties; 
negative, eight Counties, - 1308 

21, Letter from the Rev. Samuel Kirkland, Mission- 

ary among the Oneida Indians, dated Cherry 
Valley, June 9, to the Committee of Albany, - 1309 

Committee appointed to consider of such mea- 
sures as may be proper, with respect to the 
Oneidas and other Indian Nations, - - 1310 

Committee appointed to consider on the best me- 
thods to carry into effect the Resolve of the 
Continental Congress, with relation to Salt- 
petre and Sulphur, 1310 

Mr. McDougall reports the whole quantity of 
Saltpetre now in Town amounts to two hun- 
dred and eighty-five pounds, ... 1310 

Letter to the Committee of the City of New- 
York, 1310 

Committee for preparing a draught of the senti- 
ments of this Congress on the terms of a Re- 
conciliation with Great Britain, indulged till 
to-morrow morning, 1311 

22, Passport for Mr. Joseph Johnson and his Indian 

companions, 1311 

Deputies elected to represent Queen's County 
requested to take their seats on Tuesday 
next, or assign their reasons for neglecting to 

attend, 1312 

Committee appointed to report the subject-mat- 
ter of a proper Plan of Accommodation with 
Great Britain, reported, - 1312 

Report to be considered on Saturday morning 
next, 1312 
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June 22, Association returned from Easthampton, in Suf- 
folk County, signed by every Male Inhabitant 
capable of bearing Anns, - 1312 
Motion by Mr. McDougall, that the Troops to 
be raised in this Colony, be clothed in Uni- 
form, 1312 

23, Inhabitants of this Colony directed not to kill any 

Lamb until the first day of November next, - 1313 

Motion by Mr. Morris, that no Sheep be killed 
until the first day of November next, - - 1313 

Motion by Mr. McDougall, to recognise the ap- 
pointment of the Delegates to the Continen- 
tal Congress, unanimously approved of, - 1313 

Colonel Lasher directed to have his Battalion 
ready to receive General Washington, when 
he shall arrive, - 1314 

Committee appointed to make an arrangement 
of the Troops to be raised in the Colony, re- 
ported, - 1314 

24, Consideration of the Report of the Committee on 

the subject-matter of a Plan of Accommodation 
with Great Britain resumed, read through by 
paragraphs, and amended, - - - - 1315 

Motion by Mr. Melancton Smith, for an addition 
to the Report for securing the liberty of con- 
science, read, amended, and adopted, - - 1317 

Motion by Mr. McDougall, that the Plan of Ac- 
commodation be not transmitted to the Con- 
gress until called for by them, or by our Dele- 
gates there, 1318 

25, Committee appointed to meet General Washing- 

ton at Newark, and accompany him to this 
City, 1318 

Information being received that Governour Tryon 
is at the Hook, Colonel Lasher directed to 
send one Company to Paulus Hook, to meet 
the Generals; to keep one Company at the 
Ferry for the same purpose ; and that he have 
the residue of his Battalion ready to receive 
either the General or Governour Tryon, which- 
ever shall arrive first, and to wait on both as 
well as circumstances will allow, - - 1318 

Letter from the Provincial Congress of Massa- 
chusetts, dated Watertown, June 13, - - 1319 

Letter from the Committee at Albany, dated June 
21, expressing their apprehension that Go- 
vernour Carleton has induced the Indians to 
take up arms, 1319 

26, Address of the Congress to General Washing- 

ton, - - " . " " - - 1321 

Answer of General Washington to the Address, 1322 
Report of the Committee of Arrangement further 

considered, 1322 

27, Letter from the Committee of Intelligence for 

Charlestown, South-Carolina, dated June 6, - 1323 

Letter from General Gage to Governour Martin, 
dated Boston, April 12, enclosed in the pre- 
ceding Letter, 1324 

Warrant to such Gentlemen as are intended to 
be Officers of the Troops raised in this Colony, 1 324 

Instructions to the Officers to be employed in 
raising Troops, 1325 

Report of the Committee on the subject-matter 
of a Plan of Accommodation with Great Bri- 
tain resumed, further amended, and agreed to, 1326 

Plan of Accommodation between Great Britain 
and America, 1 326 

28, Members from Queen's County to take their seats, 

notwithstanding a number of the Inhabitants 
of the County have refused to be represented 
in the Congress, 1328 

Letter to the Delegates of this Colony at the 
Continental Congress, to accompany the Plan 
of Accommodation with Great Britain, - 1329 

Letter to John Alsop, at Philadelphia, requesting 
him to procure two thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-two Blankets ; they are not to be 
purchased in New- York, - 1330 

29, Application by the Mayor for permission to Fran- 

cis Stephens, the King's Store-Keeper, to re- 
move the Stores from Turtle Bay, - - 1331 

General Schuyler is authorized to send a Guard 
to protect the Stores, provided they are placed 
in his possession, - - - - - 1331 

Killing Lambs prohibited until the first of August 
next, 1331 

Letter to the Continental Congress, enclosing the 
Letter of the 6th of June, from the Committee 



of Intelligence in Charlestown, South-Caro- 
lina, - - 1331 

JWi£29, Letter to Elisha Phelps, Commissary of Provi- 
sions, at Ticonderoga, - 1332 

Letter to John N. Bleecker, one of the agents at 
Albany, - - 1332 

Mr. Lou. authorized to supply Provisions to his 
Majesty's Ship Kingfisher, ... 1333 

30, Field-Officers of the First, or New- York Regi- 
ment, appointed, - 1334 

Committee to meet and confer with Gen. Schuyler, 1334 

Field-Officers of the Second and Third Regi- 
ments appointed, - - - - 1334 

Report of the Committee appointed to confer with 
General Schuyler, ----- 1334 

Field-Officers of the Fourth Regiment appoint- 
ed, 1335 

Committee to form and determine the rank of the 
Captains and inferiour Officers of the several 
Regiments, ...... 1335 

July 1, Committee to meet and confer with Ethan Allen 

and Seth Warner, 1336 

3, Letter to the Committee of the City of Albany, 

with fifty quarter-easks of Gunpowder for the 
Forts at Crown Point and Ticonderoga, - 1336 

4, Letter from General Schuyler, dated New- York, 

July 3, 1337 

Uniform Coats ordered to be made for all the 
Non-Commissioned Officers and Men to be 
raised in the Colony, ----- 1338 

Report of a Committee appointed to confer with 
General Schuyler on the subject of his Letter, 
received this day, 1338 

Motion by Mr. Sears, that Ethan Allen be per- 
mitted to have an audience, agreed to ; affirma- 
tive nine Counties, negative three Counties, - 1338 

Ethan Allen and Seth Warner were admitted 
and heard, 1339 

Five hundred Men, of those called Green- Moun- 
tain Boys, ordered to be forthwith raised, - 1339 

Letter from General Schuyler, dated this day, - 1339 

5, Congress being informed that the Corporation of 

the City of New- York intends to address the 
Governour, declare it to be improper for the 
Corporation, or any other body corporate, or 
individuals in the Colony, to address his Ex- 
cellency at this critical juncture, - - - 1341 

Officers of the Artillery Company of the Marine 
Society appointed, - - - - - 1341 

British Vessels not permitted to load any Provi- 
sions, 1341 

6, Committee appointed to convene all the Black- 

smiths in Town, to ascertain if they can make 
Gun-Barrels, Bayonets, and Iron Ramrods, - 1342 

Mr. Van Zandt authorized to contract for two 
thousand Gun-Locks, .... 1342 

Committee appointed to write to Great Britain 
for four complete sets of Locksmiths, to make 
Gun Locks, 1342 

Bounty to Soldiers who enlist in the Continental 

Army, ....... 1342 

Motion by Mr. Morris, to reconsider the Resolve 
of yesterday, to prevent any Address being de- 
livered to his Excellency Governour Tryon, 1342 

Debated and rejected: affirmative four Counties, 
negative eight Counties, - 1343 

Letter from Charles Thomson, dated Philadel- 
phia, July 4, enclosing an intercepted Letter 
from Governour Martin to Henry White, dated 
Cape-Fear, June 13, 1775, - - - 1344 

7, Committee appointed to wait on Mr. White, - 1344 
Letter from General Wooster, dated Camp near 

New- York, July 7, 1345 

Report of the Committee appointed to wait on 

Mr. White, - 1345 

Committee appointed to form a proper method for 

an arrangement of the Militia of the Colony, 1345 
Committee appointed to receive information of the 

state of Cumberland County, - 134,1 

8, Letter from Henry White, dated this day, in re- 

lation to the intercepted Letter to him from 

Governour Martin, - 1346 

Letter to Charles Thomson, enclosing to him a 

copy of the Letter of Mr. W*hite, - - 13413 

Committee of Safety appointed to sit during the 

recess of the Congress, - 1347 

Instructions to the Committee of Safety, - - 1348 
Adjourned to Tuesday, July 25th, - 1348 
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Four Horses required for the Committee, as the 
firing on the Colony Troops requires quick 
intelligence from the scene of action, - 

Provision made to prevent the spreading of the 
Small-Pox in the Army, - 

18, Militia of the neighbouring Towns ordered to 

march forthwith to Cambridge, - 
Order for their march countermanded ; but are 

required to be in readiness to give assistance 

■when called upon, - - - 
Town of Waltham required to send their Town 

stock of Powder to Watertown, - 

19, Hospitals provided for the Colony Army, - 
Officers for a Company of Artificers in the 

Regiment of Artillery, .... 
Congress requested to order the Selectmen of the 
several Towns in the Colony to collect and 
transmit the names of the persons killed or 
wounded on the nineteenth day of April, and 
at any time since t or that may hereafter be 
killed or wounded in the unnatural contest 
between Great Britain and the American Co- 
lonies, __----- 

20, Such of the Militia only are to march as aTe 

called for by express orders of the Committee, 
on any alarm that may take place, 

21, Appointment of Aids-de-Camp to the Generals 

recommended, ------ 

22, Town of Medford required to furnish Spades 

and Shovels for the works begun on Winter 
Hill, ------- 
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MASSACHUSETTS COMMITTEE OF SAFETY' 

May 31, Meet by adjournment at Watertown, 
June 1, Returns required of the Men now in Camp 1 
2, The New-England Army, proposed to be raised 
for the defence and security of the lives, liberties 
and properties of the Americans, amounts to 
but twenty-four thousand five hundred Men, 
whereas thirty thousand were supposed neces- 
sary; the Provincial Congress is requested to 
state whether they will make any addition to 
their establishment, - - - - ' 
9, Letter to the Provincial Congress on the applica- 
tion of Colonel Paul Dudley Sergeant, late of 

New- Hampshire, 

Return sent to the Provincial Congress, of the 
Gentlemen who have been commissioned, or 
that have received any encouragement for 
Commissions, ------ 

An attack on our Army near Boston, by General 

Gage, being daily expected to be made, the 

General is directed to ascertain the condition 

of every Regiment, - - - " . " 

Debates and determinations of the Committee 

required to be kept a profound secret, - 
Attention of Congress called to the destruction of 

the property of Refugees, 
Sufferings of the Troops for 

or Tents, - 
Braintree, Hingham. and Weymouth authorized 
to raise Men for the defence of the Sea-Coast 

of the Town, 

Allowance for Provisions for Soldiers in the 

Massachusetts Army, - 

Re-enforcements to General Gage's Army; his 
very extraordinary Proclamation, declaring 
the Inhabitants of Massachusetts-Bay Rebels, 
and other movements of Mr. Gage, are evi- 
dences of his intention soon to make another 
attempt to penetrate into the country, - 
The Army should be augmented immediately 
all the Soldiers supplied with Arms; and ah 
the Militia of the Colony held in readiness to 
march on the shortest notice, - - - 
Bunker's Hill to be maintained by a sufficient 
force being posted there, and a hill on Dor 
Chester Neck to be secured. 
Committee to consult with the Council of War 
and General Officers on matters of importance, 
and to inform them of the Resolve of this 
Committee respecting Bunker's Hill and Dor- 
chester Neck, - 
Committee to inquire whether Houses or Tents 
can be obtained for Troops that want cover, - 
Field -Officers for Colonel Gridley's Regiment, 
Orders to the Towns in the vicinity of Boston to 
send their Town stocks of Powder to Water- 
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June23, Colonels required to make immediate returns ot 

the Officers of their severai Regiments, - 1357 

Appointment of two Supervisors of the Camp 
recommended, ------ 1357 

Committee to examine the works carrying on, on 

Prospect Hill, '357 

Cannon in Cambridge and Watertown, not 
mounted, and all Military Stores not wanted, 
to be removed forthwith to Newton, - - 1358 
Letter to the Provincial Congress, recommending 
the appointment of Supervisors of the Camps, 
at Cambridge and Roxbury, - ' , " l359 
Hospital at Cambridge placed under the direction 

of Dr. John Warren, - ■• - - 1359 

Officers in Captain Craft's Company, in Colonel 

Gridley's Regiment, 1 360 

Resolve of the Provincial Congress, of the 26th 
instant, directing the Committee of Safety to 
deliver Arms to such Officers as shall produce 
orders therefor from General Ward, - - 1360 
Orders from General Ward to the Committee to 
deliver Arms to Commanding Officers of Regi- 
ments, 1360 

The Arms delivered by the Committee ; but they 
protest against the General's order, lest it 
should be adduced in future as a precedent for 
setting the Military power above the Civil, - 1360 
Captain Samuel Russel Trevet discharged from 
his arrest, which was made by a mistake of 
one of the General Officers, - - - 1361 
Congress requested to take speedy and effectual 
measures to prevent the spreading of the Small- 
Pox in the American Army, - 1362 
Colonel Palmer directed to attend the Committee, 
and give them information relative to former 
emissions of Bills of Credit, before they can 
order a new emission, - 1362 
July 3, Edmund Quincy empowered to receive and 
convey to the Committee certain Household 
Goods and other effects of Thomas Hutchin- 
son, and other enemies to the rights and liber- 
ties of America, ----- 1364 

6, An emission of Bills of Credit, amounting to one 
hundred thousand Pounds, recommended, - 1365 

Congress requested to have drawn up and trans- 
mitted to England, a fair, honest and impar- 
tial account of the Battle on the 17th of June, 
to counteract the misrepresentations of General 
Gage, 1366 

Congress requested to recommend to the Grand 
American Congress to seize and hold every 
Crown Officer within the United Colonies, un- 
til our friends, who have been seized by Gene- 
ral Gage, be set at liberty and fully recom- 
pensed for their loss and imprisonment, - - 1366 

7, General Washington requested to issue an order 
to suppress retailers of Spirituous Liquors with- 

in and near the Camps, - - - -I 367 
The Inhabitants of the Colony, as they regard 
the peace and welfare of the Country, are 
requested to behave peaceably and quietly to- 
wards Captain Jacob Rogers, late of Charles- 
town, now of Reading, - 1367 

8, Appointment of four Master Armourers recom- 

mended, - 1368 

Instructions to Officers of the Massachusetts-Bay 
Forces, who are to go on the recruiting ser- 
vice, sent to the Council of War for approval, 1368 

11, Monsieur Viait, a prisoner, sent to Worcester, at 

the request of General Washington, - - 1369 
Committee appointed to draw up a true account 

of the late Battle of Charlestown, - - 1369 
Committee of Marblehead informed that five 
Ships sailed this day from Boston, their des- 
tination unknown, ----- 1369 
Fifteen Prisoners taken on Long-Island, near 
Boston, and sent by General Washington to 
this Committee, who by their Commission have 
no power to dispose of them, are sent to the 
Provincial Congress, 1370 

12, Benjamin Guillam appointed Master Armourer, 

to superintend the repair of such part of the 
Arms of the American Colony Army as be- 
longs to this Colony, 1370 

13, Ten Prisoners taken some time past, at Machias, 

and sent this day to the Committee by Gene- 
ral Washington, sent to the Provincial Con- 
gress, 1370 
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July 1 4, Directions to the Selectmen and Committees in 
the sex'eral Towns, to search for and recover 
the Goods and Household Furniture plun- 
dered and carried off in the confusion occa- 
sioned bythe Battles of Lexington and Charles- 
town, -.__--■ 
15, Order for procuring such Medicines as are im- 
mediately and absolutely necessary for the 
Army, ------- 

Thomas Organ appointed to take charge of the 
Colony Horses, 

A Special Committee recommended to make pro- 
vision for the reception, sustenance and sup- 
port of the Poor of Boston and Cbarlestown, - 3372 

Account of the late Battle of Charlestown, pre- 
pared in obedience to a Resolution of the 
Provincial Congress, presented, accepted, and 
ordered to be transmitted to England, - 

Letter to Arthur Lee, at London, enclosing the 
preceding account, - - - 
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MASSACHUSETTS PROVINCIAL CONGKESS. 

i)/ft7/ 3 1 , The Provincial Congress, meets at Water- 
town, 1375 

Joseph Warren chosen President, and Samuel 

Freeman Secretary, ----- 1375 

List of the Members chosen by the several 
Towns, 1375 

Thanks to Dr. Langdon for his excellent Sermon 
delivered to the Congress this day, - - 1379 

Resolve of the last Congress for supplying- the 
Army with Chaplains, laid before the Clergy, 
now in Convention at Watertown, - - 1380 

Papers relative to the Fortresses at Ticonderoga, 
&c., ordered to be laid before the Congress, - 1380 

Mr. Phelps, the bearer of some of the Papers, 
attended Congress, and gave them further in- 
formation, ------ 1380 

Committee to take the Papers into immediate 
consideration, ------ 1380 

Committee to consider a Letter from the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence for New-Hampshire 
to the Committee of Newburyport, - - 1380 

June 1, Report of the Committee on General Thomas's 

Letter, 1380 

Members appointed Monitors in the Congress, - 1381 

Report of a Committee on providing for the Poor 
of the Town of Boston, - - - - 1381 

Committee to consider the proposal of the Clergy, 

now in Conventional Watertown, - - 1381 

Committee to consider the Letter from the Select- 
men of Hopkinton, - - - - - 1381 

Report of the Committee on the Letter from 
New- Hampshire, recommending copies of it to 
be sent to the Seaport Towns, - - - 1 381 

Committee to consider a Letter from the Commit- 
tee of Safety of Salem, ... - 1381 

Report of the Committee approving the conduct 
of Mr. Stephen Higginson, - 1382 

Report of the Committee on the Papers relating 
to Ticonderoga, ----- 1382 

Letter to Colonel Benedict Arnold, approving 
his acquisitions of Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point, and request him to continue in command 
over the Forces raised by this Colony, - - 1382 

Letter to the House of Assembly of Connect- 
icut ; maintaining a post at Ticonderoga is of 
the utmost importance, but in our distressing 
situation have postponed sending further as- 
sistance to Captain Arnold, - - - - 1383 

Letter to the Provincial Congress of New- 
Hampshire, enclosing a Letter from Colonel 
Arnold, commander of the Troops at Ticon- 
deroga and Crown Point, and requesting their 
aid in securing the Fortresses, - - - 1383 
2. Committee to bring in a Resolve making further 

provision for the Poor of the Town of Boston t 1384 

Committee to consider a Memorial from the 
County of Worcester, - 1384 

Provision made for supplying the Army with 
Chaplains, - 1384 

Committee to take into consideration the situation 
and circumstances of the Seaport Towns and 
Islands in this Colony, which are exposed to 
the incursions and ravages of the enemy, - 1384 
Rev. William Gordon chosen Chaplain to the 
Congress, - - - - - - 1 385 
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Members added to the Committee appointed at 
the last Congress, to draw up an easy and con- 
cise method of making Saltpetre, - - - 1385 
}, Report of the Committee appointed to consider 

the exposed condition of the Sea-Coast, - - 1386 
Persons living in places exposed to be ravaged or 
plundered are advised to remove their Hay and 
Stock out of the reach of our implacable ene- 
mies, ------- 1386 

Committee to consider a Resolve of the Commit- 
tee of Safety, for a re-enforcement of the Mas- 
sachusetts Army, 1387 

Committee on a Letter from Col. James Easton. 1387 
Congress will make no objection to fitting out 
Vessels for whaling voyages or for the West- 
Indies, - 1387 

Letter to the Receiver-General, requesting him 
to attend and sign Notes, - 1387 

, Colonel Henshaw admitted to give an account of 
his proceedings at Connecticut, where he was 
sent on the affair of Ticonderoga. - - 1 388 

Colonel Easton's Letter referred to the Committee 
who are to confer with the Committee of Safe- 
ty to-morrow morning, - 1388 
, Petition from Truro, for Powder, read and dis- 
missed, ------- 1388 

Letter from Governour Trumbull, just received, 

referred to the Committee of Safety, - - 1389 
Committee to confer with the Officers of the Ame- 
rican Army, on preserving the health of the 

Troops, 1389 

All Letters wrote to or by the avowed enemies of 
this Country, which have or may come into 
the hands of any person in this Colony, to be 
laid before the Congress, - - - - 1 389 

Committee to consider the proposal of Captain 
Foster, for removing the Poor and their Goods 
from Boston, ------ 1389 

Committee to bring in another Resolve relating to 

the Poor of Boston, 1390 

Committee to. bring in a Resolve for giving a cur- 
rency to the Bills of Credit of all the Govern- 
ments on the Continent, - 1390 
Committee to consider the state of the Artillery 

in general, ....-- 1390 

Mr. Sullivan directed to bring in a Resolve for 
preventing the circulation of Bills of Credit 
under a specified value, - - - 1390 

Report of the Committee on giving currency to 

the Notes of other Governments, - - - 1390 
Ordered to lie on the table till Mr. Sullivan 

brought in the Resolve just ordered, - - 1390 
Committee on making an allowance of Provisions 
to the Soldiers of the American Army, - - 1390 
i, Committee on providing regular Supplies for the 

Army, 1391 

Proceedings in the case of Colonel Jonathan 
Brewer, on the complaint of the Committee of 

Safety, 1391 

Report of the Committee on giving currency to 

the Bills of Credit of the other Governments, - 1391 
Congress refuse a Commission to Mr. Jonathan 
Brewer, as Colonel of a Regiment in the Mas- 
sachusetts Army, ----- 1392 
Benjamin Edwards brought before the Congress 
for uttering disrespectful expressions on their 
decision in Colonel Brewer's case, - - 1392 
Report of the Committee appointed to bring in an 
additional Resolve, to make provision for the 

Poor of Boston, 1392 

r , Committee to wait on General Ward, for a Re- 
turn of the number of Men in the Massachu- 
setts Army, ------ 1393 

Committee on a Petition of the Inhabitants of 

Machias, 1393 

Committee to consider the Letters from the Stock- 
bridge Indians, 1393 

Petition from Colonel Brewer, and from several 
Captains under him, ----- 1393 

Benjamin Edwards called in, and admonished by 
the President, - - - - - -1394 

Committee on a Memorial from the Selectmen of 

Salem, 1394 

Report of the Committee on giving currency to 
the Bills of Credit of other Governments, read 
and recommitted, - 1394 

Committee to confer with the Delegates from 
New- Hampshire, ----- 1394 
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To-morrow afternoon assigned for choosing two 
Major-Generals of the Massachusetts Army, - 1394 

Committee to collect the Letters of the late Go- 
vernour Hutchinson, ----- 1394 

Report of ihe Committee on the four Prisoners 
from Dartmouth, 1394 

Report of the Committee on the Petition of the 
Inhabitants of Machias, read and accepted, - 1395 

Report of the Committee appointed to confer with 
the Gentlemen from New-Hampshire, - - 1395 

Letters directed to be written to the Colonies of 
Connecticut, Rhode- Island, and New-Hamp- 
shire, desiring them severally to appoint Com- 
mittees, to meet one appointed by this Con- 
gress, at Worcester, on the 28th instant, to 
determine the number of Men to be raised on 
the present emergency, by each of the New- 
England Colonies, ----- 1395 

Report of the Committee appointed to confer with 
the Committee of Safety, on a re-enforcement 
of the Army, 1395 

Committee to consider the expediency of establish- 
ing a number of small Armed Vessels, for the 
protection of our trade and the annoyance of 
our enemies, ------ 1396 

Committee to consider at large on some measure 
for commissioning the Officers of the Army, - 1390 
June 8, Letter from the Committee of Arundel, with an 
account of their taking a Sloop from Boston, 
for Annapolis, 1396 

Report of the Committee appointed to confer with 
the Committee of Safety, that it is inexpedient 
for this Colony to augment the Forces already 
raised by it, for the defence of the American Co- 
lonies; considered in Committee of the Whole, 
and agreed to by the Congress, - - - 1396 

Report of the Committee on commissioning Offi- 
cers of the Army; read and agreed to, - - 1396 

Committee on a Petition from the County of 
Cumberland, 1397 

Letter to the Stockbridge Indians, - 1397 

Selectmen of Stockbridge appointed a Committee 
to send Messengers and Belts to the Indians, - 1397 
9, Committee to consider what is proper to be done 

whh the Prisoners from Arundel, - - 1398 

Resolutions of the Continental Congress, of the 
17th and 29th of May, relative to exports to 
the British Possessions, to be duly enforced, - 1398 

Provisions may be sent to Nantucket, for the use 
of the Inhabitants only, - 1398 

10, Report of the Committee on the Prisoners brought 

from Arundel, 1399 

Josiah Jones and Jonathan Hicks to be confined 
in the Jail of Middlesex, ... - 1400 

Committee to consider if Artificers may be neces- 
sary for the Army in the pay of this Colony, 1400 

Committee on the appointment of Armourers for 
the Massachusetts Army, - 1400 

Allowance of Provisions for the Soldiers of the 
Massachusetts Army, - - - - 1401 

Monday next ( 12th instant) assigned for choosing 
three Delegates, to meet those that may be sent 
by the other New-England Colonies, - - 1401 

Choice of two Major- Generals deferred to Mon- 
day next, 1401 

Committee to consider the expediency of establish- 
ing a number of Armed Vessels, --- 1401 

1 1, Address to the Continental Congress; ordered to 

be signed by Major Hawley, as Vice-Presi- 
dent, and sent by express to Philadelphia, - 1401 

12, Committee to consider some measure to prevent 

the violation of the Sabbath, - - - 1 402 
Committee to consider the Petition of the Com- 
mittee at Charlestown, - 1402 
Committee to prepare Instructions to the Dele- 
gates to go to Ticonderoga, ... 1403 
Committee to consider of some method to supply 

the Surgeons of the Army with Medicines, - 1403 
Letter to the Continental Congress, - - 1403 

Exportation of Provisions prohibited, - - 1404 
Report of Committee on supplying Surgeons 

with Medicines, 1404 

Orders for the arrest of one Thompson, who is 
about to sail from Salem to New-Providence, 
for Provisions for the Army in Boston, - 1404 
Committee chosen to meet the Committees of the 
New-England Colonies at Worcester, on the 
28th instant, 1405 
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Committee chosen to go to Ticonderoga, to ex- 
amine into the state of that Fortress, - - 1405 

Motion made to reconsider the Resolve for choos- 
ing a Committee to meet Committees of the 
New- England Governments, at Worcester, - 1405 
June 13, Letter from Governour Trumbull, enclosing a 
Letter from Colonel Arnold, and three Resolves 
of the Continental Congress; read and referred 
to the Committee appointed to prepare Instruc- 
tions to the Committee to repair to Ticonde- 
roga, 1405 

Twenty-three Regiments to be commissioned, 
exclusive of the Regiment of Matrosses, - 1 406 

Committee to consider the Petition of Abner 
Graves and others, ----- 1406 

Resolves relating to the Convention of Commit- 
tees at Worcester, reconsidered, - - - 1406 

Colonel John Whitcomb chosen First Major- 
General, 1406 

Report of the Committee on the expediency of 
establishing a number of Armed Vessels consi- 
dered, and, after a very long debate, the further 
consideration of it referred to Friday next, - 1407 

Instructions to the Gentlemen chosen by this Con- 
gress to repair to Ticonderoga, - - - 1407 

Committee to consider the subject-matter of a 
late extraordinary Proclamation of General 
Gage, 1408 

1 4, Abner Graves and others have leave to withdraw 

their Petition, - - - - ~ - 1409 

Committee to consider the Report of Col. Thomp- 
son, and the Petition of Mr. Parry, - - 1409 

First Thursday of July next appointed a day 
of Fasting and Prayer throughout the Co- 
lony, 1409 

Committee to consider of the means for furnish- 
ing those who are destitute of Arms in the 
Massachusetts Army, - 1409 

Committee to Ticonderoga directed to revise the 
papers relating to that Fortress, and to take 
with them such as are not wanted by this Con- 
gress, ------- [409 

Committee to consider the propriety of supplying 
the Generals of the Massachusetts Army with 
necessary Household Furniture, - 1409 

Dr. Joseph Warren chosen Second Major-Gen- 
eral, 1409 

Resolve for a Day of Fasting recommitted, that 
the following things might be mentioned: 
blessing on the Continental Congress, unity of 
the Colonies, health, fruitful seasons, &c, - 1410 

Committee of Supplies directed forthwith to re- 
commend suitable persons for Officers in the 
Train of Artillery, 1410 

15, Orders for securing the Library and Apparatus 

of Harvard College, 1410 

Letter to the Continental Congress, to New- York, 
and to the several Governments in New-Eng- 
land, 1410 

Houses to betaken for the Soldiers near the Camp 
at Cambridge, if Tents cannot be had, - - 1411 

Inhabitants of several Towns requested to furnish 
Fire- Arms for the use of the Army, - - 141 1 

Committee to consider the application of the Rev. 
Dr. Langdon, 1413 

Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
the claims and pretensions of several Colonels 
in the Army, 1413 

16, Soldiers to be supplied with Rum on extraordi- 

nary occasions, 1414 

Committee to consider an augmentation of the 

Army, a supply of Arms to the Soldiers, &c, 1414 
Consideration of the Report on fitting out Armed 

Vessels further postponed, - - - - 1414 
Letter to General Whitcomb, requesting a more 

explicit answer respecting his acceptance of 

his appointment as Major-General, - - 1414 
Report of the Committee on the violation of the 

Sabbath, 1415 

Vessels laden with Cod Fish permitted to sail for 

the West-Indies, 1416 

Report of the Committee appointed to consider 

the late extraordinary Proclamation signed 

Thomas Gage, ------ 1416 

Proclamation by the Provincial Congress, to be 

printed and published throughout the Colony, 1416 
Report of the Committee on the application of 

Dr. Langdon, - - - - - - 1419 
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June 17,Report of Committee on procuring Fire-Arms 
and Powder from Philadelphia and elsewhere, 

Militia throughout the Colony requested to hold 
themselves in readiness to march at a minute's 
warning: and the Inhabitants on the Sea- 
Coast are requested to carry their Arms with 
them on the Sabbath and other days when they 
meet for publick worship, - - - - 

Report of the Committee on the Resolves of the 
Committee of Safety relative to an augmenta- 
tion of the Army, supply of Arms, &c, 

Letter from the President of the Continental Con- 
gress, and a Resolve containing several recom- 
mendations to this and the other Colonies; 
brought by express, - 

Committee appointed to call together the Mem- 
bers of this Congress, in any extraordinary 
emergency, at any other time or to any other 
place than that to which it may stand adjourned, 1422 

Committees to purchase Fire-Arms in the several 
Counties, - 

18, Records and Papers of the Provincial Congress 
to be secured and taken care of, at the discre- 
tion of the Secretary, - 

Committee to prepare a Letter to the Continental 
Congress, on the late attack of the King's 
Troops at Bunker's Hill, - 

Committee of Supplies directed to write to Rhode- 
Island and New-Hampshire for Powder, 

Committee to see that the Army at the Intrench 
meats be well supplied with victuals and drink, 

Report of the Committee on establishing Officers 
to take care of the Ordnance Stores, 

President of this Congress to be chosen th; 
afternoon, in place of the Honourable Joseph 
Warren, supposed to be killed in the late 
battle at Bunker's Hill, 

Report on the Resolve of the Continental Con- 
gress for establishing Civil Government in 
this Colony, read, debated, and deferred till 
Dr. Church, who was at Philadelphia when 
the Resolve passed, shall be present, 

James Warren chosen President of the Congress, 

To-morrow morning assigned for considering the 
Report on fitting out Armed Vessels, 

The Secretary directed to subscribe the name of 
the late President to all Commissions bearing 
date on the 19th of May, - 

Committee of Supplies directed to furnish desti- 
tute Soldiers with Clothes and Blankets, 

Fifteen hundred good Spears to be immediately 
furnished to the Army at Cambridge, - - 142; 

20, Report of the Committee on the Petition of Col. 

Phinney, recommending the establishment of 
a Regiment to guard the Sea-Coast in the 
County of Cumberland, - 

Laid on the table till the matter respecting 
Armed Vessels is considered, - 

Committee to purchase Spears for the Army, - 

Report of the Committee on the Resolve of the 
Continental Congress respecting Government, 1425 

Letter to the several Towns in the Colony, re- 
questing them to eleet Representatives to an 
Assembly to meet the 10th day of July next, - 1 426 

Report on the expediency of establishing Armed 
Vessels further considered, debated, and ordered 
to subside for the present, - 

Another Hospital for the sick and wounded of 
the Army established, - 

Committee to confer with four Indians this day 
arrived from Penobscot, under the conduct of 
John Lane, -,.-___ 

Committee to inquire into the grounds of a report 
which has prevailed in the Army that there 
has been treachery in some of the Officers, - 

Colonel Heath chosen a Major- General, - 

Letter to the Continental Congress, 

Letter to General Ward, requesting to send one 
or more Regiments from Roxbury to Cam- 
bridge, --„--_. 

21, Commission to Major-General Heath, 
Committee to consider the expediency of remov- 
ing Colonel Glover's Regiment from Marble- 
head to Cambridge, 1431 

Resolution relative to the Estates of Refugees, 
(See Note,) - - _ - - -. , 1431 

Address from an Indian Chief of the Penobscot 
Tribe, 1132 
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Committee to inquire into the present want of 
discipline in the Massachusetts Army, - - 1432 

Joseph Fry chosen Third Major-General, - 1433 

Report of the Committee to consider the request 
of the Penobscot Indians, now at Watertown, 1433 

Commissions for the Officers of the Train of 
Artillery directed to be prepared and deliver- 
ed, - - - 1433 

June 22, Proclamation for a Fast recommitted for amend- 
ment, 1434 

Committee (o consider the propriety of commis- 
sioning the Officers of Colonel Gerrish's Re- 
giment, ------- 1435 

Report of the Committee on the means by which 
the Army before Boston may be most expedi- 
tiously strengthened, ----- 1435 

Corn and Ammunition to be furnished the Inha- 
bitants on Penobscot River, &c, - 1436 

23, Rank of the Officers in Colonel Gridley's Regi- 

ment, 1436 

Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
the state of Colonel Phinney's Regiment, - 1437 

Committee to take into consideration the Regi- 
ment that was moved from Marblehead to 
Cambridge, 1437 

Committee to consider of proper expedients to 
augment the Army, and to write to the other 
New-England Governments on the subject, - 1438 

Report of the Committee appointed to inquire 
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the 9th of August to the 6th day of September 
next, 1758 ' 

Letter from Francis Stephens, in New- York, to 
General Gage. Account of the depredations 
committed on His Majesty's stores at Turtle 
Bay, in New- York, on the 12th and 13th 
instants, 1758 

Letter from General Schuyler to the Continental 
Congress. Has one vessel, sixty feet long, on 
the stocks, expected to be finished in a week ; 
another of the same size is to be put up to-day, 
so that there will soon be vessels enough to 
move on, ..-.-- 1700 

Letter from General Schuyler to the New* York 
Congress. A controversy has arisen between 
Allen and Warner, and the former has been 
left out by the Green Mountain Boys, - - 1700 

Letter from Nathan Clark to General Schuyler, 
enclosing him the Proceedings of the Commit- 
tees on the Ntw-Hampshire Grants, - - 1701 

Meeting of the Committees of the several Towns 
on the New-Hampshire Grants, west of the 
Green Mountains, at Dorset, on the 27th of 
July. Field and Company Officers for a 
Battalion of Green Mountain Boys chosen, - 1761 

Letter from General Schuyler to Nathan Clark. 
The choice of Company Officers being left 
entirely to the People, those selected at Dorset, 
on the 27th, are approved of' the choice of 
Field Officers will be referred to the Conti- 
nental Congress, - 1761 

Letter from General Schu3'ler to Govemour 
Trumbull. No time ought to be lost in at- 
tempting to gain possession of the Province of 
Quebeck: we have hitherto had every pros- 
pect of success, but our situation has not per- 
mitted us to move, 17G2 

Letter from General Schuyler to General Wash- 
ington, - - - - « - -1702 

Letter from Govemour Trumbull to General 

Washington, J763 

Proceedings of a Town Meeting held at Provi- 
dence, in Rhode-Island, - 1763 

Letter from General Washington to the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives of Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, ----._ 1764 

Letter from the Camp at Cambridge to a Gentle- 
man in Philadelphia. Skirmishes with the 
British, , 17^4 

Account of the burning of the Light-House, on 
Light-House Island, by Major Tupper, - 1765 

Speech of the Chiefs of the Oneidas, respecting 
the late murder committed in the Plantation of 
the Butternuts, to the Committee of Cherry 
Valley; to be communicated to the Inhabitants 
of the Butternuts, - 1766 



PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAPETY. 

July^, Pennsylvania Committee of Safety, - - 1769 

Resolutions of the Assembly appointing the Com- 
mittee of Safety, \7QQ 

Benjamin Franklin chosen President, and Wil- 
liam Goveit appointed Clerk, - - - 1771 

Committee to provide patterns of Muskets, Bayo- 
nets, Cartridge Boxes and Knapsacks, to be sent 
to the Counties, ----- 117 \ 

Committee to procure any quantity of Powder 
and Saltpetre in their power, with the utmost 
expedition, - - - - . -1771 
4, Committee to go to Red Bank, and view the 

River and Islands, - - - - - 1771 

Committee for providing Powder and Saltpetre 
are required to procure two thousand good 

Fire-Arms, 177 i 

6, Doctor Franklin requested to procure a model of 

aP&e, 1771 



CONTENTS. 



CXLIV 



July 6, Committee who went to Red Bank report that 
it is impracticable to lay a Boom across that 
part of the River, - - - - - ! 

Committee for the construction of Boats and Ma- 
chines for the defence of the River, - - : 

Committee for inspecting Ordnance and Military 
Stores, and to supply such deficiencies as may 
be necessary, and provide a model of a Pike 
or Spear, -------; 

8, Model of a Pike Staff produced, and one ordered 
to be madej - - - - - - ; 

John Wharton directed to build a Boat or Calevat, 
of forty-seven or fifty feet keel, - - - ] 

Owen Biddle to have a Pike made agreeable to 
the pattern produced by Dr. Fianklin, - - ] 

10, Emanuel Eyres directed to build a Boat agreeable 

to the model produced by him this day, - 1 

11, Committee for building Boats and constructing 

Machines for defence of the River authorized 
to purchase a number of Pine Logs, - - 1 

13, Thanks of the Committee to Ebenezer Robinson, 

for his Plan of stopping the Channel of the 
River Delaware, - - - - - 1 

14, Committee of Safety to examine the ground on 

which it is proposed to raise a Battery, - 1 

15, Twelve Boats, and such Machines as may be 

thought necessary, to be built by the Commit- 
tee for the defence of the River, - - - 1 

Committee to ascertain if New-Jersey will assist 
in the defence of the River, - - - 1 

17, Henry Daugherty and John Rice appointed to 
command two of the Boats building for the 
defence of the River, - - - - ] 

Committee report that New-Jersey will give 
every assistance in their power for the defence 

of the River, 1 

24, Robert Smith presented the model of a Machine 

for obstructing the navigation of the Delaware, 1 
28, Captain John Mcpherson offers his services for 
the defence of this Country, - - - ] 

Resolutions of the Continental Congress of the 
18th of July, ordered to be entered on the 
Minutes of the Committee, - - - 1 

Committees of the several Counties in the Pro- 
vince requested to make a Return of ail the 
Officers of the Military Association, - - 1 
31, William Bigland submitted to the Committee a 
draught of a Rowing Wheel, which he pro- 
posed to have fixed to the Provincial Row- 
Boats, 1 

Form of Commission for the Officers of the Mili- 
tary Association, 1 

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

JwZyll.Committee of Safety meets at the City Hall. 

Letter from General Wooster. for advice about 
a Prisoner, - 

He is required to send Peter Herring, the pr. 
soner, to the Committee of Safety, 

Letter to William Duer, one of the Judges of 
Charlotte County, 

Letter from Abraham Lott, informing them of a 
demand upon him by Captain Collins, for Pro- 
visions for the Nautilus, - 

Mr. Lott authorized to comply with the order, - 1780 

Letter from William Hooper and Joseph Hewes, 
Noi'th Carolina Delegates, at Philadelphia, 
dated June 8, 1780 

Answer of the Committee, - 1780 

Letter to the New- York Delegates in the Con- 
tinental Congress, in reply to one from them, 
dated July 6, 

Letter from Govevnour Trumbull, dated Hart- 
ford, July 7, 

Account of the Men who went from Manchester 
to Ticonderoga, dated June 10, - 

Letter from Burnet Miller, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Southampton, dated July 5, - 

Peter Herring, convicted of assisting one Lundin 
to get on board the Asia, man-of-war, ordered 
to be confined in Connecticut until discharged 
by the Continental Congress, - 

12, Mr, Brasher directed to wait on the Mayor, and 

request him to deliver the City Arms to the 
Committee of Safety, - 
Letter to Colonel Hinman, at Ticonderoga, 
Letter to the New- York Delegates in the Con- 
tinental Congress, 1784 



1777 



1778 



1778 



1779 



1779 



1780 



1781 



1781 



1781 



1782 



1782 
178S 



14, 



15, 



1785 



1785 



1785 



1786 



1786 



178G 



- 1787 



1787 



17, 



I 1175. 
July 13, Letter to General Schuyler, - 

Complaint from Captain Vandeput, that one of 
the Boats belonging to the Asia has been taken, 
and the crew made prisoners; and that His 
Majesty's Store, near the Hudson, was broken 
open last night, and divers effects carried off, - 

Letter to General Wooster, requesting information 
on the matter complained of by Captain Van- 
deput, ....... 

Doctor Samuel Bard permitted to attend the sick 
Mariners of His Majesty's Ships, 

The Recorder, and Aldermen Brewerton and 
Matthews, inform the Committee that the Boat 
of the Asia has been burnt, - 

Order to the Magistrates to inquire into the late 
outrages on His Majesty's property, and punish 
all persons 'concerned in them, as the law di- 
rects, ------- 

Letter to John Sloss Hobart, informing him that 
certain persons in or near Huntington, on 
Long-Island, are engaged in shipping Provi- 
sions to General Gage, - 

Committee to purchase old Copper, Brass and 
other materials for casting a Brass Fieldpiece, 

Letter to the New- York Delegates in the Conti- 
nental Congress, - 

Letter to General Schuyler, - - - - 

Letter to General Wooster, informing him pro- 
vision has been made for removing his Camp 
to Harlem, --_-.. 

James Smith appointed to command on Lake 
Champlain, ---___ 

Letter to General Schuyler, - 

Herman Zedtwitz appointed Major of the First 
Regiment of Troops now raising in this Colony, 1 790 

Articles of Agreement with Thomas Blockley, 
who engages to send out from Britain ten good 
Gunsmiths and Locksmiths, to the Colony of 
New- York, to dwell and reside, there to carry 
on their respective trades and occupations, 

Letter to the Committee of Fairfield, in Connecti- 
cut, requesting them to grant some indulgence 
to Angus McDonald, - 

Letter to the Colonels of the Regiments now 
raising in this Colony, - - - - 

Mayor of the City, and. the Magistrates, having 
engaged a Carpenter to build a Boat for the 
Asia, to replace that lately burnt, their con- 
duct is approved, - - _ - - 

Letter from Wolvert Ecker, Chairman of the 
Committees of Newburgh and New- Windsor 
Precincts, with three persons charged with 
being enemies to their Country, - 

Order to Colonel McDougall to receive John 
Morrell, Adam Patrick and Isaiah Purdy.and 
keep them in custody, - 

Letter to the Committee of Albany: Powder for- 
warded for General Schuyler, 

Letter to the New- York Delegates in the Con- 
tinental Congress, 

Letter to Jacob Bayley, at Newbury, in Glouces- 
ter County, ------ 

Lettev to John Nicholson, New- Windsor, direct- 
ing him to receive orders from Colonel James 
Clinton, - - - - _- - - 1795 

Letter to General Schuyler, enclosing a Resolu- 
tion of the Continental Congress of July 17, - 1796 

Colonel McDougall ordered to take possession 
of the Town Barracks for the Troops under 
his command, 1797 

Letter to the Committee of New-Brunswick, 
New- Jersey. Boats are frequently loaded there 
with Flour for the British, - - - - 

Letter to the New- York Delegates in the Con- 
tinental Congress : propose application for the 
New- Jersey Muskets, - 

Letter to Rev. John Peter Tetard, with his 
pointment as Interpreter to General Schuyler, 
and Chaplain to the New- York Troops, 

Letter to the President of the Continental Con- 



18, 



19, 



1789 

1789 



1789 



1790 
1790 



1791 



- 1791 



1792 



1792 



1792 



- 1793 



- 1793 



1793 



1794 



22, 



1797 



1798 



1798 



gross, 



1799 



25, Adjourned to meet in Congress, to-morrow morn- 
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furnish the American Army before Boston 
with all the Powder they can spare, - - 1845 

All the Colonies requested to collect Saltpetre 
and Sulphur, to be made into Gunpowder, for 
the use of the Continent, « 1845 
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1775. 1775. 

Committee to devise the ways and meana to in- 
troduce the manufacture of Saltpetre in these 
Colonies, ------- 

Governour Skene released on parole, 
June 12, Report of the Committee on a day of Fasting 
and Prayer read and agreed to, - 
Ways and means of raising Money, considered 

in Committee of the Whole, - 

1 3, Ways and means of raising Money, and the state 

of America, further considered in Committee of 
the Whole, 

14, State of America further considered in Commit- 

tee of the Whole, and further report, in part, 

made, ------- 

Ten Companies of Riflemen to be raised for the 

Army near Boston, - 
Committee to prepare Rules and Regulations for 

the government of the Army, - 

15, Ways and means of raising Money, and the state 

of America, further considered in Committee of 
the Whole and further report, in part, made, - 
George Washington unanimously elected Gene- 
ral of atl the Continental Forces, raised, or to 
be raised, for the defence of American Liberty, 

16, The President, from the Chair, informed George 

Washington of his appointment, and requested 
his acceptance of it, 

Colonel Washington's Answer, - 

Committee to prepare a Commission and Instruc- 
tions for the General, - 

Committee to consider the Papers from New- 
York, relative to Indian Affairs, - 

State of America further considered in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and further report, in part, 
made, ____--- 

General and Staff-Officers to be appointed, and 
their pay fixed, 

17, Commission for the General reported by the 

Committee, and agreed to, - 
Declaration of the Congress to maintain, assist, 
and adhere to the General with their lives and 
fortunes, in maintaining the liberties of America, 
Artemas Ward and Charles Lee chosen Major- 
Generals, and Horatio Gates Adjutant-Gene- 
ral, - § - 

19, Letters frtJm the Conventions of Massachusetts 

and New- York, received and read, 

Committee to inform General Lee of his appoint- 
ment, and request his answer whether he will 
accept the command, - 

General Lee, before he accepts, desires an inter- 
view with a Committee respecting his private 
fortune, ------- 

Committee appointed, and, after an interview, re- 
port an estimate of the estate he risked by this 
service, ------- 

Congress resolve to indemnify General Lee for 
any loss of property he may sustain by enter- 
ing into their service, - - - - - 
' Connecticut, Rhode- Island and New- Hampshire 
requested to re-enforce the Army before Bos- 
ton, _______ 

Philip Schuyler and Israel Putnam chosen Ma- 
jor-Generals, ------ 

Petition to the King reported by the Committee, 

20, Instructions to the General, -' 

21, Thomas Jefferson appeared as Delegate from 

Virginia, in place of Peyton Randolph, - 1852 
Committee to consider sundry queries from the 
General, 1S52 

22, Eight Brigadier-Generals chosen, - - - 1853 
Two Millions of Spanish Milled Dollars to be 
* emitted by Congress in Bilis pf Credit, for the 

defence of America, and the Twelve Confede- 
rated Colonies pledged for their redemption, - 1853 
Pennsylvania to raise two more Companies of 
Riflemen, making eight Companies, to be 
formed into a Battalion, - 1853 

23, Letter from the Officer at Crown Point, dated 

June 10, received and read, - ... 1853 

Colonel Allen and Captain Seth Warner called 
in to communicate important intelligence, - 1853 

Provision far the payment of the Officers and 

Men employed in taking Ticonderoga, - - 1853 

New- York Convention requested to raise a body 
of Green Mountain Boys, - 1853 

Committee to draw up a Declaration, to be pub- 
lished by General Washington, upon his arri- 
val at the Camp before Boston, - 1853 | 



1854 
1854 
1854 

- 1854 



State of America further considered in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and fmtther report, in part, 
made, 

Number and denomination of Bills of Credit to 
be emitted, ------ 

Jitne2i, Committee on putting the Militia in a proper state 
for the defence of America, _ - - 

Declaration to be published by General Wash- 
ington, reported, read, debated, and referred for 
further consideration, 

26, Resolutions adopted, recommending to the People 
of North-Carolina to associate for the defence 
of American Liberty, and to embody as Militia, 
under proper Officers; and the Assembly or 
Convention of that Colony authorized to raise 
one thousand Men, to form part of the Ameri- 
can Army, and be paid by this Congress, 

Declaration further considered, debated, and re- 
committed, ------ 

Committee for Indian Affairs reported, 
Committee for the City of Philadelphia requested 
to furnish a supply of Powder for Ticonderoga 
and Crown Point, - 

27, Governour Skene sent under guard to Connecti- 
cut, to be confined there on parole. 

Letter from Massachusetts Convention, dated June 
20, with several other Letters, received and read, 

Instructions to General Schuyler, who is autho- 
rized to take possession of St. John's, Montreal, 
or any other part of Canada, if practicable, and 
not disagreeable to the Canadians, 

Address to the Inhabitants of Great Britain, re- 
ported, ------- 

28, Consideration of the Articles of War resumed, 
and debated, ------ 

29, Letters and Speeches from the Chiefs of the Stock- 
bridge Indians, to the Congress, and a Mes- 
sage from them to the Canada Indians, re- 
ceived, and read; - - - - - 

Consideration of the Articles of War resumed, 
debated, and deferred till to-morrow, 

30, Articles of War further considered and agreed to, 
Committee to examine the Rules and Articles of 

War, and get them printed, - 

Committee for Indian Affairs directed to prepare 
proper Talks for the Indians, - 
July 1, If any Agent of the Ministry shall induce any of 
the Indian Tribes to commit hostilities against 
the Colonies, then the Colonies ought to avail 
themselves of an alliance with such of the In- 
dians as will unite with them to oppose British 
Troops, 1863 

General Schuyler directed not to remove Gene- 
ral Wooster from New-York, but to raise as 
many Green Mountain Boys as will be neces- 
sary to execute his Instructions of the 27th of 
June, 1863 

3, State of America further considered in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and further report, in part, 
made, I860 

4, Two Acts of the present Parliament for restrain- 
ing the Trade and Commerce of the Colonies, 
are unconstitutional, oppressive, and cruel, and 
the Continental Association should apply to 
them, 1864 

Petition to the King further considered, debated, 
and postponed till to-morrow, - 1864 

5, Letters from General Schuyler of the 2d and 3d 
of July, received and read, - 1864 

Order of the 27th of June, respecting the sending 
of Governour Skene to Connecticut, to be car- 
ried into immediate execution, - 1864 

Petition to the King further considered, debated, 
and agreed to, ------ 1865 

6, Address to the Inhabitants of Great Britain further 
considered and recommitted, - - - 1865 

Declaration by the Representatives of the United 
Colonies, of North-America, now met in Con- 
gress, at Philadelphia, setting forth the causes 
and necessity of their taking up arms, - - 1865 

Fragment of a Speech made in the General Con- 
gress of America, by one of the Delegates, 
(Note,) 1865 

Committee directed to prepare a Letter to the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery of Lon- 
don, 1869 

7, Address to the People of Great Britain, again 
reported, and, after debate, the further consi- 
deration deferred till to-morrow - - - 1869 
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Petition to the King, signed by the several Mem- 
bers, 

Letter to the Lord Mayor, &c, of London, re- 
ported and read, - 

Committee to prepare a Letter to Richard Penn, 
and the Colony Agents, in England, - 

Address to the Inhabitants of Great Britain, 
further considered, debated, and agreed to, 

Letter to the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery 
of London, __.-.- 

Letter to Mr. Penn and the Colony Agents, 

10, A Gentleman well acquainted with the situation 

and disposition of the Indians, introduced and 
heard by the Congress, - - - - 
Talks to the Indians reported and read, - 
Report of the Committee on putting the Militia 
in a proper state of defence, was made, read, 
debated, and deferred till to-morrow, 

1 1, Report on Indian Affairs taken up, read, debated, 

and deferred till to-morrow, ... 

An Address of the Deputies from the different 

Parishes of the Island of Bermuda, presented 

and read, ------- 

12, Gentleman in Town, from the Province of Clue- 

beck, called in to give intelligence of the dis- 
position of the Canadians, - - - - 

Report of the Committee on Indian Affairs, con- 
sidered, debated, and agreed to, - 

Committee to devise ways and means to protect 
the Trade of these Colonies, 

Speech to the Six Nations of Indians, read, 
debated, and agreed to, 

Commissioners for Indian Affairs in the Middle 
and Northern Departments chosen, 

14, Report of the Committee on the Militia further 

considered and debated, - 

15, Report on the Militia resumed, and agreed to, - 
Vessels importing Gunpowder, Saltpetre, Sul- 
phur, Brass Fieldpieces, or good Muskets 
fitted with Bayonets, permitted to load with the 
produce of the Colonies, - 

Extracts from intercepted Letters from Lord 
Dartmouth to Governour Martin and Govern- 
our Wright, received and read, - 

Talk to the Stockbridge Indians considered, 

debated, and agreed to, - 

17, General Wooster directed to send one thousand 

of the Connecticut Forces under his command 

to Albany, ---___ 

President directed to write an Answer to the Ad- 
dress from Bermuda, - 
IS, Commissioners of the Northern Department di- 
rected to employ Mr. Kirkland among the Six 
Nations of Indians, - 

Report of the Committee on putting the Militia 
in a proper state of defence, considered and 
agreed to, ---...._ 

19, Letter from the General, with sundry Papers, re- 

ceived, ----.__ 

Company of Matrosses to be raised in Philadel- 
phia, and sent to the Army before Boston, 

Committee to report on the method of establish- 
ing a Hospital, - 

New-Hampshire, Massachusetts-Bay, Rhode- 
Island and Connecticut requested to complete 
and forward their Regiments without delay, - 

Paragraph in the General's Letter, respecting an 
easier communication between him and the 
Congress, referred for consideration on Satur- 
day next, .___._ 

Committee to bring in an estimate of the expenses 
incurred by the Votes and Resolves of Con- 
gress, 

Choice of the Commissionersfor Indian Affairs, in 
the Southern Department, left to the Council of 
Safety for South-Carolina, - 

20, Letter from the Convention of Georgia, setting 

forth that that Colony had acceded to the Gene- 
ral Association, and appointed Delegates to 
attend the Congress, ----- 
General Schuyler empowered to dispose of and 
employ all the Troops in the New- York 
Department as he may think best, 

21, Address to the Inhabitants of Jamaica, reported 

and laid on the tabic, - 
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1887 
1887 
1889 
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1890 
1890 



Address to the Inhabitants of Ireland, reported 
and laid on the table, - 

Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union, 
submitted by Dr. Franklin, - 

State of America further considered in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, 

Committee on protecting the Trade of the Colo- 
nies, reported, - - 

General Washington authorized to keep such a 
body of Forces in Massachusetts as he shall 
think necessary, provided they do not exceed 
twenty-two thousand, - 

July 22, Report of the Committee on protecting the Trade 
of the Colonies, considered, and postponed to 
some future day, - - - - 

State of America further considered in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, - 

Committee to consider and report upon the Reso- 
lution of the House of Commons of February 
20, commonly called Lord North's Motion, - 

24, State of America further considered in Commit- 

tee of the Whole, 

Report from the Committee for establishing a 
Hospital, presented, - 

25, Report of the Committee for establishing Posts, 

brought in, - - - - -' 

Answer to the Resolution of the House of Com- 
mons, presented, read, and ordered to lie on the 
table for consideration, - 

Delegates for Pennsylvania directed to send under 
safe convoy to General Washington, six" tons 
of the Continental Gunpowder, just arrived in 
Philadelphia, ------ 

Address to the Assembly of Jamaica, 

Five thousand Troops to be stationed in the New- 
York Department, 

One Million of Dollars, additional, in Bills of 
Credit, to be emitted, - 

Committee to sign the Bills, - - 

Committee to revise the Journal, and prepare it for 
the press, ---.-. 

Report of the Committee on establishing a Post- 
Office, ageeed to, - - - - 

Benjamin Franklin chosen Postmaster General,. 

Report of the Committee on establijyng a Hospi- 
tal, considered and agreed to, & . - , . 1893 

Fifty Thousand Dollars appropriated for the im- 
portation of Gunpowder for the Continental 
Armies, 1893 

Address to the People of Ireland, considered and 
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29, Pay of the Army established, ,, $_ . r > 

Michael Hillegas and George C.I.yffier appoint- 
ed Joint Treasurers of the United Colonies, 
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Each Colony required to provide means to sink 
its proportion of the Bills of C 
this Congress, - 



f Credit emitted by 



Proportion or quota of each Colony, 
31, Answer of the Congress to the Resolutions of thq,, 
House of Commons of the 20th February lastf 

Commitee to make inquiry in the recess of Con- 
gress, in all the Colonies, for virgin Lead and 
Lead Ore, and the best methods of collecting, 
smelting and refining it, - - 

State of the Trade of the Colonies, after the. 10th 
of September next, considered and postponed to 
a future day, ---.._ 

Two Petitions respecting disputes between the 
People of Connecticut and Pennsylvania, pre- 
sented, read, and laid on the table for the 
pernsai of the Members, 

Two Petitions, from sundry Merchants in New- 
York and Philadelphia, respecting the ssiie 
of Teas, imported before the Association, pre- 
sented and laid on the table, 
Aug. 1, Moneys appropriated for various purposes con- 
nected with the defence and protection of the 
Colonies, 

Petitions respecting the disputes between the 
People of Connecticut and Pennsylvania, re- 
ferred to the next meeting of the Congress, - 

Explanation of the Resolve of the last Congress, 
prohibiting exportation to Great Britain, Ire- 
land and the West-Indies - - - _ 

Adjourned to Tuesday the fifth of September next, 
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